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PREFACE. ,

Tuts collection of Portraits of some of

the eminent men of Bengal with short

sketches of their lives, is now presented to

the public. The Portraits do not stand

unrivalled as the work of art, nor the Ske-

tches have any literary merit of their own.

The object I have in view to undertake

this work is to shew to future gencrations

the eminent men of the country and to col-

lect all that can be known respecting. them

for the help of future biographers. The

difficulty I have had to encounter in col-

lecting photographs and materials for the

memoirs, and the cost I have incurred in

getting up the work, have not enabled me

to render this work acceptable to the public

generally by being printed in a cheap and

popular edition, At any rate the portraits

and memoirs of some of the eminent men,

which I have undertaken to give in this

little volume, are worth preserving,



While I have compressed my work into

‘an small a compass as possible, I have care-

fully avoided any extravagant exaggera-

tim, For the materials, I am largely

indebted to o number of articles published

at various times in the Caleutta Review, and

in magazines and periodicals ; and my best

thanks are due to an esteemed friend of

mine (whose name I am not permitted to

mention here} for the kind courtesy with

which he hay aided me in this attempt.

My heartfelt gratitude is due to the

illustrious Statesman, His Exoellency Sir

Salar Jung, GC. 8.1, D.C. L,, of Hydera-

bad, for largely patronizing this work.

R.

THaMarrKaR Carerrra :

Novenber, 1878,
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Rasag Rammobun Roy was descended from 9

long line of ancestors, whose sole vocation, down

to the fifth generation, was religion. About one

hundred and sixty nine years ago the family “gave

up spiritual exercises for worldly pursuits and ag-

grandizement.” This change came over its spirit

in the reign of Aurangzeb, and the descendants

of the fifth progenitor of Rajah Ttammohun Roy

attached themselves to the Mogul couyis, held

offices, and acquired titles, The grand-father of

the Rajah held situations of respectability and

emolument at the Court of Murshedabad ; and

subsequently served also under Sirdj-udedauiah.

His con, Ramkant Roy, meeting with some ill-

treatment at Court of the latter, retired from

service, and settled himself at Radhanagore, in

the district of Burdwan, whero he had landed

property, the patrimony of the family. There the

subject of this memoir was born about the year

1774.

Bajah Rammohua Roy received the first rndi-

ments of education at home. Self-study enaffled
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him to make a sufficient progress in the verna~

cular langnuge to undertuke to create a literature

in Bengali ; and his exertions were crowned with

considerable sieress, To those exertions we are

largely indebted for the improvement of oar ver-

nacular languaye. Having completed his verno~

cular vilucation he went to Patna to study Arabic

and Persian, These studies first opened his eyes

to the ubsurdities of Hinduism. Possessed of an

intellcet,at once vigerous,active, inquisitive, Rajah

Rammobun Roy imbibed from his Moslem tators

~ome rational notions of religion, and applied

bimsoll sith great eftvet to the study of Geometry

and Aristotle's writings, which he studied in Ara-

hie. After finishing his course of study at Patna,

he went to Benares for the purpose of learning

Sanskrit.

When he was abont the age of sixteen he

wrote a paper questioning the validity of the idola-

trous system of the Hindus, This paper aliena-

ted hie friends ond nearest relatives. He now pro-

ceeded on hi travels, First he went to Thibet,

where he resided for two or three years, devoting

himself all the while to the study of Buddhism.

He thought much, but never well, of the Lama

fom of the creed. At the age of twenty he re-
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turned home, and was reconciled to his father and

relatives, At twenty-two, he commenced the

stady of tho English language, and in a short

time made a considerable progress in the study

of that language. His futher, Ramkant, died

in the year 1803, leaving another son, besides

Rajah Rammobun Roy, named Juggomoban Roy,

who died in the year 1811.

Rajah Rammohun Hoy sought for and obtained

an employment ander Government as a clerk in

the offico of Mr. John Digby,

Rungpoor. A special understanding existed that

Rajah Rammobun Roy should not be kept standing

in the presence of the Collector, or receive orders

28 a common fonetionazry. He addressed himself

to his duties with zeal and energy which clicited

the approbation of his employer and soon earned

for him the post of Devan. The moro Mr. Digby

saw of Rajah Rammohun the more he appreciated

him. Their official connection ripened into a per-

sonal friendship, and they assisted exch other in the

stady of the oriental and English languages. By a

clo sa study of the official correspondence, by cor-

responding and conversing with English gentlemen,

Rajah Rammmolun soon acquired a correct know.

ledge of the English language ; and was enabled

Collector of
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a

| to write and ~jeak in it with comiderabie aceu-

| racy. He abo aeynired some hnowledge of Latin,

and paid much attention to the Mathematies. He

had by this time been enabled to reeruit his fortune

and bad become a landlord with Rs. 10,010 a year.

At the age of inenty-fonr he felt himself strong

enough openly to proclaim his disbelief in

Mindui-m,ail commenced his efforts to reform his.

national faith, He resided alternately in the dis-

biely of Hungurh, Rungpoor, and Bhagulpore,

ti the year In11, when he took ap his residence

in Calentia,

Us Gist published work was entitled “ Against

the Idolatry of all Nations,” written in Persian,

with a preface in Arabic, This waa followed by

other works, with the same end, in the vernacular

languages, which, he says, ‘raised such a fecling

agninst me, that 1 was at last deserted by every

peroon except two or three Scotch friends,” He

was publicly acoued of rashness, self-conecit,

arrogane, and impiety > and amongst other

trials of thia nature, he had to endure the bitter

reproaches of his mother.

The study of the English language and litera~

ture, and above all, association with Earopans,

nathralls attracted him ty the stads of the Serip-
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tures ; for which purpose he learned Greek and

the Hebrew. He published anonymously, in

English, Sanskrit, and Bengali, his work, “the

Precepts of Jesns, the Guide to Peace and Happi-

ness.’ In 1816, he published a translation of an

abridgment of the Vedant,in English. Translations

and abridgments had been published by him pre-

viously, in Hindustani and Bengali, ‘This was

followed by a translation into English and Bengali

of the principal chapters of the Vedas,

His edition of the Precepts of Jesus brought

upon him some severe and unexpected animadver-

sions in the Friend of mda, Under the designa-

tion of © A friend to Truth* Rajah Ratmmohun

Roy published an appeal to the Christian public

in defence of the Precepts of JSesus. On this

an published

a series of animadversions which led to a very

remarkable reply from Rajah Rammohin—the

Second Appeal—with his name pretixed. This

appeal called forth another work frum Dr, Marsh-

man,to which the Rajah pnblished a reply in 1823,

under the title of the “ Final Appeal.”

The Editor of the Judian Gazette, in adver-

ting to this discussion thus writes—“ we ray

distinguished, because he is so among his gwn

anonyaions publication Dr, Mar-la
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people, by caste, rank, and respectability ; and

among all men he must ever be distinguished for

his philanthropy, his great learning, and his

intellectual ascendancy in general,” As to the

controversy arising from the Precepts of Jesus,

the Esliter say-, “ it still further exhibited the

acutenes. of hi« mind, the logical power of his

intellect, andl the anrivalled good temper with

which he could argue,” it roused up“ a most gigan-

tie combatant in the theclogical tield—a comba-

tant who, we are constrained to say, has not yet

inet with his mvc here. *

fir Valward Hyde East, for the purpose of

adopting measures for founding the Hindu College,

urged on the beading ancinbers of the native

connntutity to consider the necessity and impor-

tance af e Ling a seat of learning, Some

of the native gentlemen ne ually told Sir E, Hyde

(ast that they would gladly accord their sup-

port to the proposed college if Rajah Rammo-

bun were not connected with it, but they would

have nothing to do with that apostate. The

Rajah willingly allowed himself to be lnid aside

fost his active cooperation should mar the accom-

plishment of the project. saying—* If my eon-

necyion with the proposed College would injure its
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interests I would resign all connection.” The Rajah

felt the imperative necessity of insparting a

superior English education to his countryiner as

the best and most efficacions means of achieving

his end, He had established an English School at

hia own expense. He however opposed the foun-

dation of the Sanskrit College, and he set forth

the grounds of his opposition in a letter addressed

to the Governor-General. The Rajah rendered

an incalculable service to his country by provi-

ding the advantages of Engtish education, which

he supported at considerable expense,—by his con-

nection with the Indian Press—and by his able

and honorable exertions to prolong its existence,

and to obtain for it some degree of freedom,

He advocated such amelioration of the educa-

tion and condition of the female scx as would give

the amplest scope and highest direction to their

influence on the mind, the morals, and the happi-

ness of the whole human race.

He was a religious Benthamite, and established

in 1828, the Brahma Sabha, an institution re-

sembling in form the unitarian chapel. One of

the great practical abuses against which the Rajah

early directed his assault, was the practice of

Sati. Prior to the death of his father, be openly
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denounced this inbuman and diabolical rite ; and

in 1820, he published, in English and Bengali, a

little tract, entitled ‘Conference between an tAd-

vacate fur, and an Opponent of, the Practice of

Burning Widows alive’; and two years after

this wus followed by a second Conference which

he dedicated to the Marchioness of Hastings.

Towards the close of 1820, Lord William Bentinck

abolished a rite so horrid and revolting. In spite

of the threatencd privation of loss of caste, and

even personal outrage, the Rajah formed 2 member

of the deputation who presmnted an address to

Lord Williaa Bentinck, expressive of gratitude

for this tverlasting obligation conferred on the

Hindu community He spoke of polygamy asa

etime, and sid it was panishable by law.

On Dr, Duffs arrival, he introduced himself to

the Rajah, and broached his educational scheme to

im, The Rajah expressed his warmest approbation

of them. Ife not only practically assisted Dr.

Dafi, but reserved the Hall of the Brahma Sabba

for the use of his School.

During the years 1816, 1817 the Rajah pub-

lished various pamphlets all tending to prove

to his countrymen from their own sacred writings

the sanity of the Deity. His preceding works
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liad been printed at the Baptist Mission Press ;

but ,the Rajah was not allowed to print his

Final Appeal at that Press, and accordingly at

his own expense he set up a Unitarian Press.

Besides his numerous charitable acts, he devoted

more than one-third, of his privute fortune,

to acts of the purest philanthropy and benevo-

lence. He gave Bustace Carey a piece of ground

for a school. Previously to his taking up his

abode in England he beeame well known in the

civilized world. In May, 1826, his health was

proposed from the Chair at the Anniversary of the

British aml Foreign Unitarian Associatipn. Col.

Lachlan, on his way from Europe to India, was

deputed by the Societd Asiutigue to deliver to the

Rajah a Diploma of honorary membership of that

learned and scientific body.

The Najah had entertained for some years a

desire to visit Europe. For a few years past, the

Court of Delhi has evinced mach dissatisfaction

at the conduct of the Indian Government, in rela-

tion to certain alleged pecuniary claims, The

Emperor considered himself entitled to a large

increase of allowance. The matter had been fully

considered by the Board of Control as well as by

the Court of Directors, but their decision” was
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againot hix claim, The necessities of the Emperor,

however, deterinined him to try the experiment

of an appeal to the King of England, and in the

year 1229, he made overtures to the Rajah,

proposing that he should proceed to England, as

his ambueudor, with fall power to manage the

negotiations.

The Emperor conferred on him by frman the

title of Rajah. And on the 15th November 1830,

he left bis native land in the Albier bound for

Liverpool, which arrived at her destination on the

Sth April 1831, He way at once invited by William

Rathhoney Exq., to take ap his residence at the how

pitable shade of Green-bank which hay been honor-

ed by the presence of omny illustrious strangers

whe thers found a home ; he preferred how-

ever to be independent, and at Radley’s Hotel he

was visited by many who desired at once to give

him a rexpectfal greeting. ‘Tho interview between

him and Mr. Roscoe will never be forgotien by

those who witnessed it. Their conversation chicf-

jy turned upon the objects which had led the

Rajah to England, and in the course of it he dis-

played an intimate acyuaintunce with the political

and commercial state of England. The visit of

the Majab to Liverpool was a very short one, fronr
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his anxiety to be present at the third reading of

the Reform Bill, and at the debutes on the subject

of India. On his departure for London, he

carried with him a letter of introduction from

Mr. Roscoe to Lord Brougham. His visit to

England was at a period peculiarly important.

In 1831-32, 2 Committce of the House of Com-

mons was sitting on the affuira of India, and in

1833 a Bill on that sulject was introduced into

Parliament. Hence his time and thoughts were

continually occupied with the proceedings of the

Government ; and affording infurmarion and advice

whenever they were required, Frequently the

Rajuh was seen within the precincts of both the

Houses of Parliument.

At Liverpool the Rajah got acquainted with Dr,

Sparzheim, who was very anxious to get a cast of

his head. Though he was promised that he should

be permitted to take one, yet the promise was not

fulfilled. On going to London arrangements wero

made to gratify his wish to be present at a reading

of the Reform Bill, but through driving on his

arrival to the wrong Hotel he was too iate. His

views on the’ subject may be gathered froma

letter to William Rathbone, Esq.; and he publicly

avowed that in the event of the Reform Bill Being
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overthrown he would renounce his connection

with England, and end his days in America. ,

His arrival in London, where his fame had

preceded him, made him the lion of the day. It

was a critical period, too, when the nation was

wrought up into a state of political ecstacy on

the subject of the Reform Bill, The character of

his mission brought him at once into communieca-

tion with the ministers who recognized his embassy

und his title, The Court of Directors treated him

with honor. It was not long before his advice

was ought hy the Government on topics connected

with the ature government of his native country.

He accordingly drew np those admirable papers

containing his replics to queries on the Revenue

and Judicial systems of India. He obtained intro~

duction into every kind of assemblage, religious,

political, literary, social ; in Churehes,at the Court,

at the Senate, in private parties and conversa~

tiones. All were astonished at the familiarity

with which he discussed every topic connected

with their political institutions, their manners and

their religivus opinions; at the English turn of

bis thought, and sentiments, as well as of his

collognial style. Rajah Rammohun Roy was pre-

sent at a dinner party given by Dr. Arnott. One
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of the guests was Robert Owen, who evinced a

strong desire to bring over the Rajah to his

socialistic opinions. He persevered with great

earnestness ;_ but the Rajah, who was well ac-

quainted with tho subject, and who “spoke the

English language in marvellous perfection,” an-

swered his arguments with consummate skill, until

Robert somewhat lost his temper. The defeat of

the kind-hearted philanthropist was accomplished

with great gnavity on the part of lus opponent.

The Rajah mised in the first class society.

‘He was courted by the rich and the powerfal, Even

Royalty itself delighted to do him honor. , He was

presented to the King by Sir J. B, Hobhouge,

the then President of the Board of Control. The

highest honors were publicly accorded to him,

and a place was awarded to him among the foreign

ambassadors at the coronation of the Sovereign.

Persons the most remarkable for their high social

standing and literary eminenos sought his company,

and highly esteamed the privilege of intercourse with

him. On the opening of the London Bridge he

was invited by His Majesty to the dinner which

was beld in celebration of thatovent. The Court

of Directors entertained him sta Public Dinuer

et the London Tavern on the 6th July in*the
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same of the East India Company, and a distin

guished reception was also necorded tu him by the

British and Foreign Unitarian Association,

The literary labor. of the Rajah were continued

even in the midst of bis politic’ action.” He was

the anthor of an able memorial to the Privy

Council on Inhalt of the native Press of India. He

uo prepared various able papers on the working

ot the Supreme Court of Calcutta, and against

the Salt monopoly in Inshus,

He was unvited to give his evidence before the

select Committers of the House of Commons on

Indian affair, aan! his exposition of the practical

working of thow: affairs was an admirable paper of

ita hind. The influence which the Rajah obtained

gover the leaders ot both the Whig and the Conser-

vatiso parties was so great, that an argent letter

of his prevented the Conservatives from opposing

one of the Indian Hill, in the Hoase of Lords,

His evidence on Indian affairs had great weight

During his residence in London, the Rajah

won the hirh estecin of the family of the Rev. D.

Davison, M. A., by his most kind and courteous

manners. His hindly sympathy was manifested

iw bis being present at the christening of an infant
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born at that period, and bostowing on him his own

name,

When the orthodox Hindus—orthodox from

selfish interests and from euperstitious ferlings—

appealed agninst the edict of Lord William Ben-

tinck prohibiting the revolting practice of Sati,

to the King in Council, the Rajah was present to

oppose the appeal

when the Privy Council gave its final deeision

agninat the Brahmanicl application which was

forwarded in charge of Mr. Buthie.

Te the antuma of 1432 he paid a visit to France +

the reception which was accorded to him there

was splendid, He was treated hy Louis Philippe

with the highest con-ideration. He dined with

His Majesty twice, Literary as well a~ political

men vied with each other in honoring him, In

the beyinning of 1433, he retarned to London with

a shattered constitution. He studied French with

a French gentleman who accompanied him to

London. Wherever he set his foot he gave the

impression of a great man,—of power and race

in his frame—and the same in his countenance

and manner.

Enrly in the month of September, 1833, the

Rajah arrived at Stapleton Grove, near Bristol.

3 and he was alto present
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Dhiss Castle fek highly honored by the privilege

of placing her houee at hiv dixpowl. There Joba

1 Foster, justly celebrated for his unique and

original writings, way a frequent domestic visitor ;

and there Dr. Carpenter aw him daily. The Rajah

* received addreows from Freeland, particularly from

' Belfast and “Cork ; and a gentleman of Dublin

' waa commissioned by the Irish Unitarian Society

| to invite himn to a paliie entertainment.
|: A large party was invited to meet the Rajah

Lat Stapleton Grove, on the 11th of September.

, In the conversation were men fally competent ta

* judge of intellectual power: and one and all

| admired and were delighted by the clearness, the

elogeness, and the acntene-+ of his arguments, and

«the beautiful tune of his mind. In the weond of

jt two conversativns at which Mr. Jobn Foster

!
1

way present, the Rajah continned for three hours,

staniing the whole time, rephing ta all the ine

| quiries smd observations that were made by a
{number of gentlemen whe snrrounded him, on

the moral and political state and prospocts of India,

and on an elucidation st great length of certain

| dogmas of the Tndian philosuphers.

A short time befure his death, be had brought

ym negotiations with the Governmeat, on behalf
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of the Emperor of Dethi to a successful close, b

a compromise with the ministers of the Crown.

On the 18th of September, about ten day

after his arrival at Bristol, he was taken ill H

was attended by Dre. Prichard, and Carrick

He breathed his last at twenty-five minutes afte

two M. A, on the 27th September, 1833. Pugh, :

marble mason, came out with an Italian and tool

a cast of the Rajah's head and face,

The Jtzjah had repeated|y expressed the wisl

that, in cay of his ving in Eyglund, a small pices

of freehold ground might be garehassd for bir

i burying place, and a cottage built on it for the

grataitous residence of som resp -ctable poor por.

? son, to take charg of it, Every diffi -ulty, however.

| was removed by the offer of Miss Castle to appro

! priate to the object a beautifully adapted spot, in
ashrubbery near her awn, anlunder some fine

elms. There this revered and beloved person

was interred, on the 18th of October, about two

MP.

‘The cuffin was borne on men’s shoulders, with-

outa pall, and deposited in the grave, without

any ritual, and in silence. ‘Who could have

apoken over such 2 grave ** afterwards said John

Foster. Those who followed him to the grave, und
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sorrowed thgre, were bis foster non and his two

native servants, the membere of the families of

Biapleton Grove and Bedfurd Square, the guar

dings of Mi+s Uaxtleand two of her nearest relatives,

Mr, Extlin, Mr, Foster and Dr, Jerrard, together

with several lsihes counected with any of them.

| The case containing the coffin was removed to the

» beautiful cemetery of Arno’ Vale, near Bristol, on

the 2itb of Miy, 1841, anda hamlvome monu-

ment wns ercetsd in the spring of the sear follow-

ing hy husitiond. the estebrated Dw arkunuth Tagore.

A fine painting of the Rajah bv Bilge, Re Aly

sas liurglt to Bustol for edubition ; Mise Cactle

purchased tt and prmented it to the Bristol Philo-

sophia Justitunen,

The Rev, Dr Kenney, of St. Olave’s, Sonth-

wath, prvaclel a funeral sermon for the Rajah

at the request of lis parshioners, In Lewin's

, Meud Chapel, Bristol, a funeral sermon was preach-
ed by Dr. Carpenter to a denwly crowded congre-

gation on October 6th, 1833, On the same >
| the Itev. R. Aspiand preached a faneral sermen +
fin the New Gravel Put Meeting, Hackney. On !
| October 27th, 1433, a sermon was preached in the '

Presbyterian Church of Strand Street, Dublin, on |

oolasion of his death, by the Rev. W. B. Drom |
terete tthe\
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mond, D. D. A faneral sermon on the death of

the Kejah, was also preached in the Mecting House

of the Gret Presbytorian Congregation, Delfast,

on November the 10th, 1833. The last sermon was

by the Ra, W. J. Fox, which he dolivered in

Finsbory Chapel, London.

BABU DWARKANATH TAGORE,

Basc Dearkanath Tagore was born in the year

1794, He was the adoped sun of hiy paternal

uncle, Baba itam Lochun Tayzore, fo learned his

vernaenlar ina Patsala, and poked np the radi-

ments of his Faghsh education in Mr, Sher-

bourne’s School. What he learnt at school was

not much, bat he made up for the defects of his

early cducution by an aiter-cowse of study,

which conhibuted much towards the expansion

of his ideas and the enlargement of his mind.

He formed the acyssintanor, while a south, of

Rajah Rammolun Hoy, under whose pious in-

fluence he imbibed elevated siews und eatholic

sentiments on religion. He bad been a rigid

Hinda. But at the school of Rajah Rammohun

Roy his feith in bis ancestral religion upder-

wenta change and he learnt to worship God
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in spirit and in truth, Thus emancipated from

the feiters of superstition and blind bigotry be

cooperated with the Rajuh in the establishment

of the Brahma Sabha.

Babu Dwarkanath applied himself te the study

of the Persian language.and acquired a fair know-

ledge of it. His aduptive father was a landholder.

The estate inherited by Baba Dwarkanath was not

large enongh to make him independent of other

income, The management of the extatea devolved

on him a few yeurs after the death of his father.

The knowledge he could acjuire from the study

of Zemgndari accounts and temures, was of great

service to him in after life, He then turned hia

attention tu the study of law. In the pursuit of

this branch of knowledge he recoived valuable

assintance from Mr. Cutler Fergusson, He was

not only proficient in Regulation Law, bat was

well acquainted with the procedare of the late

Supreme as well ss the Sudder and the Zillah

Courts,

Baba Dwarkanath sot himself up asa aw agent.

In that capacity he gained the confilenoe of sever-

al Hajabs and lerge Zemindars. The success with

which he conducted several caves made him known

asa sound and practical lawyer, Subsequently
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he also became a commercial agent. After a long

snccgssfal career in both these spheres he created

for himself a positiun aml influence among bis

eountrs men as well as Europeans,

Baba Dwarkanath held the post of Sheristadar to

Mr. Plowden,the Salt Agent and Collector of the 24

Pergunnals, He continued in this office for about

sis years, His official conneelion and intercourse

with Mr. Plow den ipened into personal familiarity.

Babu Dwarkunath was gradually promoted to the

Dewanship, and he reorganized the 6 stem of iasne

ing Rowanals, and genesally the financial branch,

He further served for sseral years ag Dewan

of the Sudder Board. The rare tact and consum-

mate ability with which he discliaigedt his duties

shewed a thorough knowledge of all branches of

the revenae, At last desiroua to have an inde-

pendent eareer he resigned his office on the 1st

Augnet 1834. Soon after his retirement from

official life, Baber Dwarkanath established the firm

of Messrs, Carr, Tagore 4 Co. Lord William Ben-

tinck congratulated him on being the first native

gentleman who had established a hous of business

on the European model.

In comnertion with his firm, Babu Dwarkanath

established Indigo fuctories at ditterent places? On
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the abulition of the «ilk monopoly, Babu Dwarks-

nath purchawd the Kunuchhali filatares, and york-

ed them on accunnt of Carr, Tagore & Co, He

alto warked the coal mines at Ranigunje, and also

a mgar factors at Rummagore, He pnrchaced

ars afterseveral estates in the course of a fow 3

fhe set himself np ata merchant. But hie career

| apo Zonsindar wis not ao ateces-ful ae that of a

merchunt and a manufacturer, He was a terror

j te Government its, He once threatened a

1 Magivtrate, romindmg him of his peceadilloy to

hand Imm up te the Superintendent of Police.

| At another nme he was toand to take a different

Vine of contuct towaids another offic He

relieved a Ju lge in his distiessing situation sith

alae of rupees, Sach instances of his generousi«

ju Sete too numerens to he counted. Hundreds
+ af Europents and natives he aseisted and rescned,

from ruin and established them in life. It was
aot for him to Jive unto him-elf, or steel his heart

against distress. He made a princely donation of

alae of rupees to the Distriet Charitable Society.

There was wareely a charitable or edacotional

institution to which Bahu Dwarkanath did not

‘ contribute manificenth

} Babu Dearkanath cordially enoperated with Dr,
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H. H, Wilson and David Hare, in the establislinent

and reorganization of the Hindu College. He was a

zealous member of the Committees of the College

and took a deep interest in its welfare. He abo

interested himself in the Madival College from

ita establishment on the 14 June 1835, Tle

offered a donation of thee yearly suns of repees

2,000 for distribution of prizes, Babu Dwarka-

nath’s constant presence in the dissecting-room did

mach towards the removal of the general repage

nance of the Hindns to dissection. But the great

est act of his life was the aclive cooperation he

lent to Rajah Rammeohun Rov in the «botition

of the inhuman custom of sati,

Estimating righth the importance of bringing

the influence of the lunded aristoeracy to bear on

the good government of the country, he established,

inApril 183%,the Landholder’s Society. The Society

took np several questions of vital importance to

Zemindars, and served a» the medium of commu-

nication between the State and landed interest.

In the year 1435, Babu Dwarkanath procacded

ou & tour to the North-Western Provinoes, While

he wax visiting the Fort at Agra, be paid five bun-

dred Rupees for the repair of the Raman Catholio

Charch there.
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Jn the estabtisiunent of a stenm communication

between England aud India, Baba Dwarkguath

took @ lively interest. Ho purchased a large ebave

of the right title and interest of the ZTurkarn.

His object in becoming part proprietor of that jour

pal was tu secure its advocacy of the just rights

and privileges of his countrymen, He also

patronized the Vernacular prea, Babu Dwarkae

math now believed that if the Press made free

from the restrictions laid on it by the Govern-

ment, would be a puissant engine for the good

of the country, He accordingly became an

earnest, champion fur its emancipation. He

grdged nicther money nor personal exertions

ta evcure to his country the benetit of the instita-

tion, In February 1538, a public dinner was

given to commemorate the freedom of the Preas.

On proposing the health of Babu Dwarkanath the

Viowchairoun of the Free Press Dinner, Mr,

HL M. Parker, paid a feeling tribute to his merits,

At « meeting of the District Charitable Society

held in April 1840, the question of establishing

an Alms House, and the enactment of a Vagrant

Law being mooted, Babo Dwarkanath was asked.

to lend his cooperation ih the carrying out of the

Proposals.
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Daring this period of his life several iimpor-

tant public movements were set on foot. Among

the reforms proposed by the community of Culeutta

was the introduction of Trial hy Jars in civil

cases in the Sapreme Court. A vommitteo was

appointed tocarry out the refurm,und to prepare the

draft of an Act to be forwarded witha petition to

the Governor-General of India, Babu Dwarkanath

was put on this commitice, and he did all he could

to promote the above measure, Another committee

being appointed to enquire and report on the

sanitary condition of Calettta and the feasibility

of establishing a Fever Hospital, he was appointed

amember. He cordially cooperated with them ;

and liberally contributed to the ereetion of the

Hospital.

‘Aw mark of the high appreciation of his chae

racter and conduct by Government. Babu Dwarka

nath was appointed one of the first Justice. of the

Peace.

In1837, Government appointed a committee for

the reform of the Motassil Police, Babn Dwarka-

nath, in his evidence before ths committer pro-

posed to ercate the affice of Deputy Musistente,

The proposal met with the Leaety approval of the

Government and was carried into effect. Bdbu |
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Dwarkenath now became a power in the State.

Lord Auckland used to consult him on all ques-

tions bearing on the good government of this

country.

Sir William O'Shaugnessy submitted to Babu

Dwarkanath a scheme of leetnres on Nataral Phi-

lowphy, and the application of Chemistry te the

useful arts, to the students of the Hindu College,

and solivited his uid in the furtherance of the plan.

This propo! met with the hearty approval of

Babu Disarhanath, St, Thomas's Church being

in want of a clock,an application was made to Babu

Dwarknath for one, He mmediately complied

with it, The hospitality of Babu Dwarkanatb

was a conspieaons trait of his character.

On the $th January 1542, Babu Dwarkonath

left home, and went un bourd the dadia. When at

Rome he was presented to the Pope by the Prin-

1 +ipal of the English College. His Holiness received

bim very graciously. He went toa party at Col.

+ Caldwell’s, and met Prince Frederick of Prussia

there, On the 10th June, Buba Du arkanath arrived

in London. He waited on Lord Fitzgerald, the

| President of theBuurd of Control, who received

Lim very cordially. Babu Dwarkanath also met

with a distinguished reception from Sir Hobert Peel,
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"Lard Brougham, and the Marquis of Lansdowne,

| Wheg in London he was present at one of the

| meetings of the Court of Proprietors, The Court

1 of Directors entertained him at a public dinner at

‘ the London Tavern.

Baba Dwarkanath visited both Houses of Par-

liament. Lord Brougham invited him to attend

the annual dinner given by the Society for the

| Diffusion of General Knowledge. And Lord

‘ Lyndhurst also entertained him at a gvand dinner

party.

On the 18th Jane Bahu Dwwarkanath had the

honorof heing presented to Her Majesty the Queen,

Lord Fitzgerald introduced him first to the Duke

of Wellington and then to the ambrissadors, Babu

Dwarkanath had also the honor of being presented

to the Duchess of Kent. The royal personages re-

ceived him very gracionsly, On the 23rd he atte

ded a grand review of the troops hy thr expe

invitation of the Queen. He dined at Buckingh-

am Palace, and played a game at whist with the

Duchess of Kent. Her Majesty the Queen very

graciously presented him with three new pieces of

golden coin which hal been minted that day. On

a subsequent oceasion Babu Dwarkanath received

an invitation from the Queon to pay a visit: to‘the
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Royat Nursery. When Babu Dwarkanath arrived

in Edinburgh he was admitted by the Town Council

as a Burgess and Guild Brother, On the 5th Sep-

tember the Unitarian Association of Edinburgh,and

on the 8th the Committee of the Edinburgh Emi-

gration and Aborigines Society, presented him with

an address, During his sojourn in Scotland be was

elected a Member of the British Indian Society of

Edinbargh. A few days after his return to London

Babu Dwarkanath received a command from the

Queen to lunch with Her Majesty and Prince

Albert at Windsor. There were present many

noblemen and gentlemen. It was at this party

the Queen and the Prince were graciously pleased

to comply with his request that their full-length

portraits should bo taken and intrusted to him

for presentution to the City of Calentta. Her

Majesty was further pleased to command minia-

ture portraits of Herself and Prince Albert for his

own private collection. Before his departure from

England Babu Dwarkanath held « discussion with

Mr. Gladstone on the question of the admission of

natives of India to Parliament, And the Cymrei-

gyadion y Venni presented him with an Address,

On the evening of the 15th October be embar-

ked on the Willian Fawcett. When Babu Dwarka-
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nath arrived at Paris, he had the honor of an

interview with Louis Philippe at SL. Cloud. Du-

ring ; his stay at Paris he received from the Court
of Directors « letter presenting him with a gold

Medal for the distinguished services he rendered

to his country, Babe Dxarkansth returned to

India at the end of the year 1842.

On his arrival in India, Babu Dwarkanath pro-

posed the establishment of a school for the education

of Hinda girls at his own expense. The project

however waa unfortunately not carried out. In

1844 he intimated to the Council of Education his

desire to pay the expenses to England and eda-

cation of any stadonts of the Medica! College who

might accompany him to Europe. The offer was

thankfully accepted hy two of the most promising

youths. Before his departare for Europe, Babu

Dwarkanath with the assistance of Mr. Deans

Campbell, established the “ Bengal Coal Company.”

Baba Dwarkansth mide a second voyage to

England on the 8th March 1843, on board tho

steamer Bentinck.

At Cairo he met with a distinguished reception

from the Viceroy. While in Naples, the English

ambessader, Sir William Temple, presented him to

the King, Baba Dwarkanath arrived in London on
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the 24th June 1845. The Queen received him

very graciously and commanded bim to stand be-

hind her throne, an honor conceded only’ toa

fow. Her majesty acoepted some of the valuable

presents which Babu Dwarkanath brought for Her.

Babu Dwarkanath was invited to Buckinghom

Palace. It was on this vccation the miniatnre

portraits were handed to lum, Daring his sojourn

an England he had the literary celebrities about

him at dinnet. About this tine he was endea-

vouring to obtam matenale for a biography of

David Hare. Ile did not bye to execate the * ork,

In 1845 Babu Dwarkanath paid a visit to Ire

lard. He crossed over front Liverpool where he
stayed ono day to recene the hospitality of the

Mayor. On landing in Freland he was imited to

a pgeand dinner goin by Mr. Hartley, Mana

ping Director of the P & O, Steam Naxigation

Company. He afterwards accepted His Excellency

the Viverny's invitation to dine at the Vice-regal

Loge, where he met the contmander-in-Chief and

other celebrities,

At the end of June his health began to give

say, On the 30th of that month he went to

a dinner party at the Duchess of Inverness’, Do-

ting dinner be had « sharp attack of agne, which
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which made him quite prostrate. Dr. Martin,

who attended him, advised him for achange of sir,

He went to Worthing, but he could not recover
from the change, Babu Dwarkanath returned to

London, and Drs. Martin, Bright, and Chambers

now attended him. At last he succumbed to ree

mittant fever, He died in the fifty-second year of

his age, on the Ist of Angust 1846, His remains

were interred on the Sth Angust in en unconse-

erated portion of the cemetery at Kensal Green,

His faneral was attended by his suite, friends, and

the Medical staden.s who were being educated at

| Bis eapense, by four Roval carriages, and the

equipages, of many of the Nobility.

BABU MUTTYLALL SEAL.

Babu Mutty Tall was born in Calentta in the

year 1792. He could boast of no high lineage.

He was the only son of Babu Chaitan Charan Seal,

who was # dealer in cloth,

Baba Mutty Lali learnt the elements of his

vernacular in a Pat-sla, and then attended an

elementary English School kept by Mr. Martin

Bowl, and subsequently he matriculated in a high

school, which had been established at Colootolah
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by Babn Nityanands Sen. What he learnt st

school was bat little, Babu Matty Lall had a

‘hing for figeres. He also wrote a fine Send ;
and could imitate the singularities of other people.

He could play on masical instruments, and took

an active part in hiv youth in amateur musical

een,

Babu Matty Lall lost his father when he was

oaly five yenrs old. There being no other guar-,

dina be early ountreted di-sipated habite, and soon

ran harum scarum through his patrimony, Baba-

Bir Chand Seal, who stood as selfelected guar

dian, mascied him at his seventeenth year, to®

daughter of Babu Mubun Chand De. Babu Mohan

Chand, sseing the extras agant life he wae leading,

took him on a pilgrimage up the country. But be

was disappointed ju his expectation that tho change

of place would ni the a change in the habits of bis

son-in-law.

Babu Mutt; Lall however renoanced his idle

lifo when he was twenty-four years old, In 1815

be came to know some Military officers in the Fort,

and received order. tu supply them with stores,

After eking oot his livelihood in this way for tro

' years, he obtained an employment as a Custom’s

* Darga. He did uot continue long in that capacity.
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His uncle Babu Gour Mohun Seal bequeathed a for-

tune fo his daughter. Her bushand, Baba Komul

Lochun Mallick, departed this life about this time,

leaving his widow and two sons who were minor.

‘The widow proposed to ber cousin, Babu Mutty Lall,

to take up the management of her estate. He con-

sented to her proposal and obtained her permis-

sion to reserve a portion of her extate for specula-

tions at his own risk ; and he lost by them. Not-

withstanding this loss, he continued in the spe-

culations into which he had launched. In 1819

empty bottles and corks were selling for a trifle,

and he made a bargain of a large quantity. Soon

after an extensive demand for those articles sprong

up. and he gained a prodigious amount of money

in the shape of profits by their aale. From the sale

proceeds of the empty bottles he repaid the sum

he had borrowed of bis consin, aud employed the

sarplas in fresh speculations.

Thoroughly grounded in knowledge of the

market and ita fluctuations, he established his re-

putation in the mercantile world, In 1820, Babu

Matty Lail became Banian of Mr. Smithson. He

‘was also employed as Benian by many comman-

ders of the Indiamen of those days. He realized

large commissions by the sale of the cargoes they
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brought out from England. He continued in this

emploxment till the abolition of the Inte Eas, In-

dia Companys". trade in India and China. With-

in so short a time he acquired so much information

that he was able to lead a successful commoreial

life. He was now songht after by the European

merchants, and he became Banian cuceessively

to cight different firms.

Balu Mutty Lal founded the first Indigo Mart

under the style af Messrs Moore, Hickey & Co.

He was a iret rate judge of country produce, es

pecially of indigo, sugar. rice, and saltpetre.

About thic teme Mowrs Lisingstane, Dearman

& Co, received a large order for the purchase and

shipment of sugar. He as Banian was consulted,

Hut he oxpreaed himeelf against the exeention

of the order. The trancaction was but reluctantly

aban joned as they would be deprived of their com-

miwion. In due course the London firm wrote

to the Calcutta fiem to convey their warmest ac

knowledgments in the Babu for his sound advice

which only saved them from a heavy low.

Tn hin dralings with the firms which he served

as Banian, he was faithful and upright. While

he waa connected with Messrs Tulloch & Co, he

was’advised by a friend not to supply the firm
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with any more fands as it was in a tottering con-

dition, But he declined to listen to. them tying

that he felt it his duty to advanes funds to it,

Babu Matty Lali established ies in the Mo-

fussil to meet the requirements of the several firms

to which he became Danian, This gave him the

idea of procuring particular articles at the local

mart, This idea was hix own, and he was the

first persun who carried it into effect? On the

reduction, in 1836, of the duty in’ Kuyglind on

Kast India sugar from 32 ta 24 shillings per ton.

he purebased about twelve lues rapees worth of

Benarea sugar at about nine rupees per muund,

and sold the sume at a profit uf two to three rupecs

per maund. Percieving the advantage of exchan-

ging the products of the country for the manufac-

tures of Europe, he wed to import trom England

cotton piece yoo and iron. Te was very fortu-

nate in all hie speculations, Everything he tou-

ched was changed into gold. He now invested

alarge portion of his capital in ships, and soon

became a large shipowner. He was the first per-

son who introdaced among the shipping here Tug

steamers. Almost all the vessels that he owned

were at last wrecked ut sea, and he obtained im-

TMmense sums of money from underwriters in the
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satisfaction of the lows. Babu Matty Lall hads

practical knowledge of engineering and arebitec-

tare. He designed and built the numerous bou-

aes, godowns and villas on lands purchased by

him.

Babu Matty Lall soon became alarge zemin-

dar. He gave loans to many zemindars on the

mortgage of their estates, in the belief that that was

the safest investment that could be desired. Most

of these zemindars being insolvent he foreclosed

and took possession of their estates. In thie way

he became the proprictor of several large estates.

He purchased many properties in the town and

ite vicinity. In his career asa zemindar, Baba

Matty Lall once came to grief, having been in-

dicted in the Bupreme Court by Jaya Gopal Chat-

terjea for perjury, with him were associated as

co—defendants the late Babu Ramaprasad Raya

anda few others. The unsupported testimony

of the prosecuter vitiated the indictmemt. Babu

Matty Lall was more remarkable for bis fore-

sight, resolution and persistence, than for orbe-

nity of disposition.

He always regarded the rights of the ryots as

dear tohim. On one ooomsion when he visited

one of his estates, his ryots prayed to him for
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remission of rent on certain reasouable grounds.

On being satisfied with the reasonableness of

those grounds, he gave up his claims, amounting

to = very large sum of money. At monetary

crisis several Earopeans and Natives in distress,

applied to him for help and he liberally accommo

dated them. By these loans he lost several lacs

of Rapees. Soon after the commercial crisis of

1847, he retired from business.

His eldest son following in the fooistep of his

father, established the firm of Mescrs. Onwald,

Seal & Co. But owing to his connection with the

firm Baba Mutty Lal] had to pay all its liabilities

amounting to about four lacs. He also paid a

similar amount to Messrs, Livingatone Dearman

& Oo., owing to the partnership of hia third son.

His total loss in business wa» more than half a

erore of Rupees. He nevertheless bequeathed a

colossal fortune to bis descendants,

Tn 1841, be established an Alma House at

Belghoria. He always provided the orphans and

widows of respectable Tlinda families with pe-

caniary support ; and afforded similar support to

indigent relatives and superannusted servants.

On the oecasion of the marriage of his cldest son,

‘pe liberated the prisoners who had been ander-
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going imprisonment for some years in the Civil

Jail of Caleatts. He also made s munificest

grant of a tract of land for the constroction of

the Medical College Hospital. In acknowledg-

tnent of thie grant and in commemoration of it,

g ward in the Hospital was dedicated to his me-

mory, and named © Mutty Lall Seals Ward.”

He founded and endowed the Seal’s College,

and placed it ander the management of the Je-

suits. He supplied books und stationary to the

stadents, and iupowd a nominal schooling tee

of one Rupee. Sub-equently the College was

placed in charge of Cap. Francis Palmet, and

thrown open to all tres of charge.

He was an orthodo. Hinda, but he was by no

means a ltgoted one. He not only leavened the

Wharma Sabha with liberation, he was also «

staunch advocate of Hindu widow marriage and

other social reform-. He was a philanthropist

of anoble type. He joined in the political agi-

tations of the day, bat he was not given to

political fancies. He liked bard facts and dry

j circumstances.

\ The desease which carried him off, was an
‘ . .

, attack of fever accompanied by dierrbom and

congestion of blood in the cheat. He expired at
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one o'clock of the 20th May 1854, in the sixty-

third wear of his age.

RAJAH SIR RADITAKANTA DEVA,

BAHADUR, K. ¢. 8. 1

Rajah Sir Rathakanta was the son of Rajah
Gopimohan, who succosivdy xerved as Dewan

to Mr. John Stable, member of Council, to

Gvoral Carnac, fit Commander-in-Chief, and te

Sir J. Macpherson, Governor-CGoenetal of India.

Gopimehun reecrved the tit uf Rajah Bahadur

from the Goverment. The natural intelligence

was great, He was a good Persian echolar, and

knew a little of Sanskrit also, He touk delight in

the study of geography and astronomy. He

constructed terrestrial and celestial globes, and

prepared a map of the world according to the

Hindn system. One of the curious imsiruments

he left unfinished was an attempt to construct 8

permanent Calendar to indicate years, months,

days of the week, Phases of the Moon, and of

constellations, Another machine, equally un-

finished, was a self-moving punkha. He had a

passion for machinary. He retained Chinese m~

chanice, and through their aid set about the cons
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traction of many curious machines, Rajah Gopi-

mobun was a great patron of urusic and letters. It

was through his exertion that the popular form of

Bengali music called Aelf-udrai, was invented. He

aabsequently became the President of the Dharma

Sabha, and beaded the Sati Hepeal movement, He

was respeuted equally by Loth"Eurepeans and Na-

fiver, Lord William Bentinck highly esteemed him,

Rajah Gopimohum was adopted by Mabarajah

Navakrishna, who sabsquently bad a son born

anto him. The son Rajah Rajkrishna was of an

indifferent moral character, His life as it were

wana Byronic revolt against society and morality.

He openly indulyed himself in all sorts of for.

hidden fyod, and retained Mahomedan cooks.

He largely patroniwd Mahomedan courtesans and

courtiers. He spent a good deal of money in

celebrating the Uoknrum. He kept the goarah

and went beating his breast with the Mahomedans’

jas a mot devout believer. 1a other respents

: also bo conducted himself like a trae Maho-

| tmedan. But thongh he conducted himself like
‘a Mahomedan he belonged to the Hinde cowmu-

, nity, Rajat Gopimobun died on the 17th March,

1836, in bia seventy-thind year of his age, lea-

; ving an only son, Radhakante. Lord Auckland
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on receiving intelligence of the Rajah’s death,

tent fo his son a letter of condolence.

Rajah Sir Radhakanta was born on the 10th

March, 1783, at hiv maternal uncle's house in

Caloutta, Ho was no ordinary student. While

yet a boy he distingnished himself a» a Sanskrit,

Arubic and Persian «cholar. He acquired a res-

pectable knoulwlge of English at Mr. Cum-

ming’s Calcutta Academy.

In 1816, he colleagaed with Sir Edward Hyde

East in establishing the Hindu College, and took

an active part in the growth and development

of this Institution. For many yeurs he attended

the College daily, framed rules for its proper

management, and used hin Lest endeavoura to

bring the College to a flourishing state. Ile was

also a constant visitor to, and for sume time Hon.

Seorotary of the Sanvkrit College.

Rajah Sir Radhakanta took a warm interest

also in the welfare of the minor and auxiliary

schools established by David Hare, and exerted

himself to impreve the Patealas by introducing

order and system into them, by placing them

wnder active snpervision, and by testing their

progress by periodical examinations.

On the formatian of the Calcutta School Book
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Society, he became one of its most active members,

and gave his advice and directed the compijation.

of suitable school bovks; and helped in the

introduction of those works into native schools.

When the Calcatta School Sucicty was established

he beunme its Honorary Secretary. In conjano-

tien with David Flore he did a great deal to

promote the yernacenlar education in the country.

Te 1820, Rajuh Sir Radhakanta publivhed the

fret Bengali Nitihatha and alse the first Bengrai

Spelling Book or Reader after Engtich mode. He

compiled amt published several Bengali primers

and other school Lovks, the first of its kind in

our langmuze, which immensely facilitated the

acquisition of Knowledge and thereby rendered

an incalculable service to the canse uf vernacular

edacation,

Conjointly with the late Ganramohnna Vidya

Janhar, the Jiead Pandit of the Calcutta School

Roviety, he prepared and published a pamphlet

on the importance of female education, He ad-

vovated the education of netive females in their

own homestead< under some sort of general

' supervieion, Najab Sir Radhokanta wasn leading
} member of the Landholders' Association, and took

| an active part in ihe grandest movement against
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Lakheroj Resumption. On the establishment of

the British Indian Association in 1851, he was

elected its President. He tock an active pari in

its proceedings, and continued in that capacity

till his death.

On the 20th May 1827 he communicated to

the Royal Asiatic Rocicty very valuable informa-

| tion, on the authority of the Agni Purana that

the division of a day into twenty-four hours is

| of Sanskrit origin. ‘The Nociety forwarded to the
! Governor-Cieneral of India a copy of the Resolu-
‘tion on that commmnication in order that His

§ Excellency may be aware of the high respeet whiel

that scientific body enteriained for his talents.

On the Sh January 1845 Rajah Sir Badha-

kanta was eleeted the Vice-President of the Agri-

Horticultural Society of India. In that capa- |

city he med his best ondeavoars in furthering «

the objects of the Society, and wrote many vain

able papers un the subject of tht agricaltare of |

Bengal which were published in the early nume |

bers of the Transactions of the Society. He |

translated into English a Persian work on Hor-

ticaliure, which was published under the patro-

nage of the Htoyal Asiatic Socicty of Great Britain 1

and Irciand. :
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Bat his fame rests meinly on his volamaions

Sanskrit Encyclopedic Lexicon, a splendid monu-

ment of Hindu literature, which sbsorbed the

best portion of his-life. To this gigantic work

be devoted nearly fifty years of his life, and @

large portion of hiv fortune. The first volume

appeared in 1822, and the seventh or last volume

was published in 1852, and the Appendix in 1858.

Asa reward for his trouble and labor he received

the approbation of kings and esrana of Europe in-

cluding that of our beloved Empres, The learned

Bocietiea of Europe and Americ seat him diplo-

mas of honorary ani corresponding memberships.

The Uvar of Russia, the King of Denmark, and

sar’ Empress sent him splendid medals, Tn 1633

in apprevistion of his ability, uprightsess and

public spirit, Government requested hin to be

a dustice of the Peace and en Honorary Magis

trate of Culcatta.

In 1837 GoternorCeneral in Council confers

red on bitn the title of Ragah Budadur, In 1842

the Rajab made a pilgrimage to Gaya, where he

met with the Rajah of Tekari, and on his way

back he attended the Durbar of the Nawab of

Marehedabad, and received from His Highness

honorary presente. About the middle of 1848 a



RAJAH GIR RADHAKASTA DEVA, 45

danger befell the Rajah which staked his life,

hong: and property. He was saved only by hiv

innocence. Shortly after his trial, congratulatory

letters to the Rajah arrived from all ranks and

classes of people both Europeans and Natives.

He was a staunch Hindu ; but he was tolerant

of the faith of others. He set his face against

Lord William Bentinck’s law for the abolition

of Sati ; be patronized the Dharma Sabha ; be

agitated against the enactment of the Lee Loci,

and agains: the Association of Friends in their

movement for the suppression of polygamy. In all

these movements he did not exercise a progressive

influence.

On the 25th of November 1459, some of the

most respectable and intelligent members of the

Native community prevented the Rajah witha

very appropriate address expressing their high

sense of esteem towards him for his labors in the

cauve of native education and of Sanskrit literatare,

and asking him to sit for his full-length portrait.

In 1866 the Queen admitted him to the Order of

the Knight Commander of the Sur of India.

Rajah Sir Hadhakanta died on the 1#th April,

Friday, 1867, at Brindavana, in the eighty-fourth,

year of his age.
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‘The Hon’ble Shombhe Nath Pandit was bors ia

Calcutta in the year 1820, He eprang from an

hauble parentage. His parents were Kasmirion

Brahmine by birth, His father, Sadnsib Pandit,

was a good Persian scholar, and was a Pesh

har of the late udder Court, In his infancy

{ Mbambhu Nath was adopted and reared by his

Vunele. The climate of Caleutta not being oonges
| iat to Shomblar Nath, he was sent to Lucknow

to spend a few scars with his maternal ande,

eder whovwe superintendence he prosecuted his

Trda and Persan studies. From Lucknow

he was sent to Benaroe to learn English.

When be was toarteen sears old he came back

to Calrutta and was admitted into the Oriew

tal Seminary. At achool he was active, bat sas

tained Inbor he could not underge. He poesessed

xcompreben-ive and grasping mind, and learnt

quickly what was tanght tohim. He however was

not x brilliant bay at school. Goodne-« of heart,

saavity of manner, and his frankness of disposition

made him the pot of his fellow etudents and of the

lenusters of the School. For some time he kad
no fixed purpose. He at length devoted himself







THE HOR. SHUMBHU NATH FUNDIT. a7

to the study of literntare which he prosecuted with

seal aad vigour. For mathematics, either pure
or mixed, he seemed to have hnd no taste,

Straitened means compelled him early to seek

for employment. He left school in 1841, possessed

ofa considerable knowledge of the English language

and litersture, and with a fair reputation for Perei-

an. He commenced hia career as an Assistant to

the Recordkeeper of the late Sudder Court on

Ra, 20 a month. In addition to this resource he

earced little by translating records and other

official papers, From this low position Shambhn~

nath rose to rank, distinction and wealth by dint

of bis remarkable intelligence, Jionesty and

energy. Mr. Macleod used to speak highly of

him as an intelligent translator of Persian and

Bengali documents ; and Mr. French held a very

high opinion of his knowledge of Persian, Hindi,

Bengali and English languages. Hin attainments

and pleasing manners attracted the notice of Sir

Robert Barlow, who, in 1843, promoted him to a

Mobarirship under him. While he was in the

capacity of Decreejuri Moburir, he published a

pamphlet “On the Being ot God.”

He was President of the Bhowanipure Brahmo

Sentsj, when the late Babu Harischandra Mookere
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jea ond Babu Annudaprasad Banerjea were its

zealous members, In 1546, Nahmbku Nath egited

and published bis notes and comments on Bacon's

Essays. On receiving » copy of this work, Capt.

Kichardson conveyed his thank for his explana-

tions saying, that the notes and comments did

him great eredit, Soon afterwards he published

another pamphtet On the Law relating to the Exe-

cation of Deerees,”” This pamphlet made a favor-

able impre~ion on the Sudder Jadges, and on the

Government. At this time the post of PP dor

heeame vacant, and Shumnblu Nath applied for it,

But he was disappointed beeanse his lange were

then affected. Sorely disappointed he laid hare

his mind to a friend, who adsied him to join the

Bar. Before he was authorized to appear at the

Pleadersbip examination, Shumbhn Nath hed to

prodace a certificate of his character. On the

Joth Jaly 1848, the late Mr. Kirkpatrick, who

was then the Registrar of the Sadder Court,

gave him a few lines testifying to his character,

and his competent knowledge of the English

language as well as of the principal oriental lan-

guages : and his sequirements in general, which

were of a respectable order, and not ess so in the

laws and regulation. On the 16th November
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1848, he received the Runnud. Eatensive obser

vatiogs and wide stuily qualiticd him for bis new

career. Posseased of a vigorous intellect and well

stored mind and capable of yeneralisation and abs-

traction he pur-aed his career asa leader. At the

Bar be was thoroughly independent, and had a

strong sense of jnstice, He was an cvcollent erimi-

nal lawyer. While thus ongruged in his professional

daties he set apart some hours for study, and

wrote several law articles in the Aundw Patriot,

which attracted the notice of the Judges. It was

at this period that 2 school for the education of

the native girls was established by the Hon'ble

Mr. Bethane; and Shambha Nath placed his

daughter in that inatitution.

Un the 8th April 1852 the Hon’hle Mr. Bethune

wrote to him a letter informing him that the

Calentta School Book Society was about to reprint

Pearson's Bukyaval, and asking him to supply o
few pages on Inw terms and subjects connected

with Courts of law which would add very much

to the nsefulnes« of the work, Shimmbhu Nath

accordingly sapplied the desideratam.

On the 28th Murch 1853 he was appointed

Janier Government Pleader. Soon after his

appointment he wa~ deputed by Government to
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Murchedahad to conduct the prosecution of Aman

Ali Khan Bahadur and others, minisiers anc

courtiers of His Tighnesa the Nawab Nazim o:

, Bengal charged with the murder of a slave.

| Tn 1x55, on the nomination of the Connell
{of Elucation the Government appointed bim to

tthe Chair of Repulation Law in the Presidency

{ College on a sulary of Hs. 40a month. His

| lectures te his pupil were lucid and happy ex-

positions of the important law of Landlord and

+ Tenant anid the caxctments ot 1783, He published

some portions of his lectures, He held this offee

for ahont two vears, In 1461, Shambha Natl

sueveeded Babu Ramaprasud Raya as Senior Go

vernment Pleader, Shortly after hie ¢

unportant case care up before the Chief Justice

the Hon'ble Sir Bernes Peacock,in which Shambhr

Nath appeared for the Respondent, and the Ad

socate General for the Appellant. The manner it

which he conducted the cane and the speech bi

delisered in behalf of his client, displayed hi

forensia abilities, and oratorical powers, Befori

nominating Shumbha Nath the Chief Justice

srote to him to enguie whether be was willing to

take his seat on the Bench. In due course the

, Roval Letter Patent conferring the appointment
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on him came out accompanied by a private letter |

from Sir Charles Wood, the then Secretary of

State for India, Shambhu Nath accepted the

high office. His legal lore, industry and honesty

made him fally equal to the great but dificult

task which Iny before him. When he was elevae

ted to the Bench, his friend. and co-pleaders

entertained him at a public dinner.

For hie able and upright adiministration of

jostice he was preminontly distinganted. He

took an active part with the Chief dustice in

eetiling the important law reLuting to the re-ump-

tion of Lakhoraj lands. On questions of facts he

bad no equal. Asa lawver, he wae without a

rival at the time he left the Bar, fe was one of

the most amiable and courteous gentlemen that

ever graced the seat of justice, As aman he had

many of the endcaring virtues of private life,

whieh i :dnved the love of all who eame in con-

tact with him : he was simple in his hubits, meck

and gentle, benevolent und affable, nodes and

unobtrusive,

Althongh he rose from obscure origin,

he was not ashamed of his former life. Tlogpi-

tality ond benevolence were the principal traits

of his character. He wax a good angler, and
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was very fond of fishing, He seldom took part

in politiral diseusions, Hix conversation was

always charming. He wis unbiased in his ob-

servation and a fair critic. His wit was innocent ;

end he never wounded the feelings of a fellow

being. He did not move much in cociety, nor

identified binvelf with any public movements.

He wae for «ome tint’ a silent member of the Bri-

tish Indian Association. From his extreme sen-

sibility he often avoided attenling Levees and

Ralls in the Vieoregal Palice ar at the Belvedere 3

and it was this disposition of mind which kept

him back from attending the Agra Durbar ale

though he was then in that city, and was invited

to attend,

Three fourths of his income he «pent in cha-

ritieg and hospitality, Ho supplied medicine gra-

taitoasly to the indigent sick. Ife was a warnt

friend and promoter of education, and he

maintained a great number of orphans and poor

boys at achool, He was free frum bigotry and

superstition,

His langs were affveted from his early years,

which latterly gave him vers mach pain. A hage

carbuncle hastened his death, The best medi-

cal advico was procored for him, bat withont
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any avail. He expired on the 6th June 1867, in

the fgrty-second yoar of his age.

In his public capacity. first ava pleader and

subsequently asa Judg distinguished him-

zelf by his strong sew: of justice and indepen

dence of character, his quickness of perception

and depth of penetration, and bis remarkable

legal attainments and furensie ability ; and he

gained ile approbation of hoth the Bench and the

Bar.-

The Hon'ble Chief Justice in conveying the

melancholy intelligence of the premaiaes death of

Shumbba Nath to the Viceroy, absersed that “ so

far as Mr. sFustice Shumbha Nath was concerned,

the experiment of appointing a native yenileman

ton seat inthe High Court has neceeded, He

hada eonsiderahle knowledge of his profession

and a thorough acquaintance with the Natives,

I have always found hin upright, honorable and

indepen lent, and L believe that he was looked ap

to by his countrymen with reepect and conti-
dence.” The Viceroy cansed a notification to

be published in the official Gazette, in which the

expresredl his sincere regret at the death of

Shambba Nath, and his entire conenrreace in

mt laa been said by the (hie Justice. To!
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honor the memory of Shumbhu Nath, hia friends

and admirers met together shortly after hie death 5

and resolved apon taking a full-length portrait of

bin.

BABU RAM GOPAL GHOSE.

Babu Ram Gopal Ghose was horn in Caleutta

in the month of October, 1815. His father, Babu

Gobind Chandra Ghow, wa

the agent tothe Rajah of Couch Belar. By his

mother’s side he was well connected

father was Dewan Ramprased

Ram Gepal acqaived the rudiments of English

educativu in Mr, Sherbourne’s School. His

transition from the school te the Hinda College

was associated with a curions ancrdote. He was

a brother-in-law of the lat» Hura Chandra Ghose,

Jadge of the Swnall Cans Court, Qn the night of

Babu Hira Chundra’s marriage, Bale Ram Gepai

then a Ind, o@-red in school-boy fashion te wage a
Viterary sqnibble with the bridegroom, Baba

Bure Chonilrs was a student of the Hinda College

and by a few years his senior. Strack at bis

intelligence he advised bim to join the Hinda

College. Buba Ham Gupal accordingly moved

t tradesman and also
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his father to send him there; and in the

thirteenth year of his age he entered the Hindu

College.

His original name was Gopal Chuadra, When

he was introduced to the Hindu College Mr, D'An-

dleme asked him his name, Ram Gopal was cone

founded and he uttered only Gopal. Mr. 1” Ansteme

asked the initial whether it was Ram Gopal. He

replied, yes, And henevforward Ie was called

Ram Gopal instead of Gopal Chandra, In the

Hinda College he traced his thorengh edu-

eation in English, and laid the foundation of

his future greatness, Hie father’s straitened

means did not allow him to continue a pay boy ;

and he wasat Inst put on the frow list,

Throaghout his coll ge eareor he wae cons

spicnous for pluck, niunliness and decision of

character, Tn the fourth form his prize essays

were considered creditable by Dr. Wilson, and

he was commended for hia bigh attainmenta,

During thia period of his life he waa indefati-

gably diligent and fasatiubly curious ; and he in

said to have shown remarkable gentlenese and

sweetness of disposition. Although his studies

in his College were of a limited range, he made

up for the deficiency in the department of litergy
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ture hy an after-course of study by himself.

When very voung some of his friends teok a

fancy to select crests and mottocs, and Babu

Ram Gopal «lected for himself a broken pillar

with the motto, “hrenk me you can hot bond me

you eannat.” And throughout his life he never

Ie Balu Ram Gopal was in the College

Mr. FH. L. V. Derosio was appointed one of

its tenchers, He introdueod a svstem of ine

straction which greatly montded the character

of his pupils and helped them to chalk out a

Vrilliant career for dhemnelses, The influence

of such instruction was exhibited in the public

and private lite of Boba Ram Ge pok Me. Derozio

not only inurtined their mind with enlarged and

elevate] sontine nts, hint alee tanght them te

emancipate thenmeles from superstidon and

and natiqnated bigotry, Sach a trdining na-

tarally led them (0 break throngh their prea.

dices; and Mr. Berosio carried them through

diffrent course of studies, and ectublished a

dchating club for them to practise oratory. Babu

, Ram Gopal made his way to the clab, and there

“he read the standard English posta and prose

writers, diseussed philosophy, and held literary
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ehit-chat of an interesting and elevating character.

To thie club his ideas were renovated by discourse

and increased by reading. Now his knowledge

became considerable, and views extensive. But

atraitened circumstances compelled Baba Ram

Gopal to quit the College in quest of employment.

About this time Mr. dowph, a dewish merchant,

came ont to trade in the East Indies, He brought

lettere of introduction to Mr. Anderson of the

Firm of Colvin & Co. and applicd him for an

assistant, Mr. Anderson, as requested, acked Mr.

David Hare, who selected Baba Ram Gopal,

When he was seventeen years old Babu Ram

Gopal began life as an assistant to Mr. Jowph

on a small salary. No sooner he took swrvice

under Mr. Joseph, than he was asked by him to

prepare an account of the indigenous prodnets

and manafuctures of Bengal and its export trade.

Ta preparing the acconnt he collected a mass of

valuable facts, and rose in his master's favor, In

the discharge of his duties he gave x0 much satie

faction to Mr. Joseph that on an acension of his

visit to England, he confided the charge of his

firm to Bata Ram (iopal. who conducted the

business with care and prndence and showed good

profits to his master on his return to India,
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Although muck of his time was devoted to

the business of the firm, he did not neglect to

improve himself by self-stady, He read much

and wrote much, and talked more in debating

slabs and societies, and in public. Now Mr.

Derozio made himself a sore to the eyes of the

Hinda members vf the Committee of the Hindu

College by his free teaching, and was removed

from his service. But having «till the welfare of

the boys at heart, be set up a debating clab under

the style of the Academic Institution. His

pupils regularly attended its meetings, and freely

Rave vent to their views in all the discussions

which were carried on there, Babu Ram Gopal

was a frequent debator at that Institution which

“proved to him what the Oxford Clib proved

to several English orators.” The Institution was

patronized by Sir Edward Ryan, Mr. W. W.

Bird, and Mr. Dayid Hare. Mr. Bird was

once so munch struck at the flueney of Baba

Ram Gopal that he asked Mr. Derozio to intro~

dave him to the speaker. In the midst of busi-

ness Babn Ram Gopal was not without literary

aspirations, 11. found time to write in the Ganena-

shana wries of letters signed “ Civic” on the

Indian Transit Daties. Subsequently he became
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the editor of the diglot ; and on the demise of

that ,paper, he established another called the

Spectator. In 1833, Mr. George Thomprou came

out to India. He was a man of the same views

and sentiments with Babu Ram Gopal, and they

cooperated with each other and founded the British

Indian Society, # society which made its object

the social and political improvement of lndia.

Mr. Kelsall joined Mr. Joseph ; and Babu

Ramgopal was appointed their Assistant, When

Babu Ram Gopal was Assistant, Babu Matty Lall

Seal was connected with the firm. Baba Matty

Tall could discover in him the makings of

merchant and a man, and he declared that ‘Robert’

(by which name he was better known in the

mercantile world) “will distinguish bimself in

bis profession as well ag in the world.” Both

the merchants fur some time pulled well, but at

last they broke out. When Mr. Joseph retired

from his partnership with Mr. Kelsall, Babu

Bam Gopal joined the latier as his partner ; and

they carried on business under the style of

Messre. Kelsall ond Ghose, The firm went on

very prosperounly for several years, But in 1846,

a misunderstanding tock place between the part-

ners, and Baba iam (upal dissulved bis partuer-
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ship with Mr. Kelsall, and retired from the firm

with more dian two lacs of Rupees, Babu -Ram-

Gopal, though rich, was averse (0 lead an idle life.

He wanted sume occupation to keep him engeged.

The «cond Judgship of the Small Cause Court

was off-red to him, but he had resolved from a

Tong time “not to ent the Company's salt.” And

accordingly Dubu Ram Gopal declined the offer.

He opened a tirm on his own account. The proe

pect, though discouraging in the commencement,

gradually brightened up. The export of Arracan

tica threw money inta his pocket. He opened

branch firms at Akyah and Rangoon. He soon

established himvelf a« a merchant, and be so iden-

tifed bimset! with the European merchants of

Calcntta that on the 26th November 1850, he was

elected & member of the Bengal Chamber

of Commerce. For some yeurr be carried on

bosiness singlehanded. Mr, Anderson from Eng-

land encouraged him in this enterprise, and

assisted him with commissions. In 1854,

Baba Ram Gopal took one Mr. Field as a

Partner who continued for a short time only.

in 1847 came the celebrated commercial crisis,

which gave a death-blow to many a firm in Cal

eutta. Babu Ram Gopul remained firm. He had
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drawn: bille to a Jarge extent on houses in Eng-

land, anil be would heavily suffer, in case the bills

were not honored. Under such circumstances he

was in sad distraction of mind ; and a friend of

his suggested the expediency of a Henami tran-

saction. Bat Babu Ham Gopal with groat forti-

tude said in reply that, “he would rather

sell the Jast rag be hud on his buck, than

deceive his creditors with sach swindling tricks.”

Fortunately not a single bill was dishonored ;

and he honorably eseaped the crisis, He poxweased

an immenwe knowledge of Indian vormerce.

Ho was frank, manly, and above board in all

his dealings, When the ery of being 2 mntinecr

was raised aguinst him daring the mutiny of 1857,

and the confidence of bis constituents in Manches-

ter and Liverpool was shaken, Mr. Wilbon in Eng-

land, came forward tw his support and a--ured them

that if they lust any thing by Babu Ram iopal’s

misconduct he would make goo the less, And

once a native gentleman had advanced him

alae of Rapees, and the only security he lad

taken waa a siinple reee:, . Sumo of his friends

advised him to tak- fiom Babu Ram Gopal good

securities, but he scouted the idea saying that She

epuld no more belive that sim Gojal would
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deceive him than the san would rise from the

west.” .

Babu Ram Gopal now beeame a rich man and

rolled in prosperity. He tived ina high style at

his villa at Kamarhati, where he intertaincd bis

friends in the mo-t splendid manner.

Baba Ham Gopal was Secretary to the Native

Benevolent Institution for many years; and he

cacrted hinwelf to promote its welfare, He took

an aetiye part in the cate of educuion. He

ealablished a uchool ia Calcutta and a library in

connection with tt. Baba Ram Gopal vooperated

with Ma. David Hare in various ways and used

ta visit bis -chool ant otter prizes to the meri-

torions students, He did the xame to the Hindu

College, his alina nates. There was at this time

~caroely a school ty which he did not give en-

conragement and aid. He took warm interest

wm the Medieal College. He cooperated with

Babu Dwarka Nath Tagore in depating the

first four students to Englund for professionel

education. The Hon'ble Mr. Bethune obtained

for him a seat in the Council of Education in

September 1415. He proved esceedingly valuable

to his collengues, who alwaya admired him for his

intelligence and public spirit. Babu Ram Gopal
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fizst initisted the grant-in-aid system in Bengal.

Whens member of the Council of Education he

indited severnt elaborate and valuable minutes

showing the defects of the principal educational

institations.

About this time the Hon'ble Mr Boi! ane mooted

the question of female education : he asked Baba

Ram Gopal’s cooperation. Babu Ram Gopal

assicted this philanthropist heart and soul in carry-

ing out his heuevolent object. The fruit of their

combined effort was the Berhone Female Reheol.

Dr Mouat consnlted Babu Ham Gopal on the estar

blislnent of universities, and submitted to lum

his plan, Babu Ram (opal aeasted him in the

early working of de Bethune Souety. In the

Hinda widow marriages movement, be also took

an active part.

Babu Ram Gopal now showed a bent to polities.

He frequently exhilaud his political aspirations

at the nuetings of the Soviets lor the Acqu’-ition

of Knowledge. Mr. Hume always carricatured

him in the ster, bat he could not refrain from

calling him*the mighty Babu Ram Gopal.”

Imbued as he was with English ideas, he was

nevertheless a geunine patriot, He felt deeply

and fought boldly for his rountry, The most
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eminent services Baba Ram Gopal rendered to hia

country were on «ome of the vocasions one which

he delisered his memorable speeches, He bad all

the elements of a trae orator in him. Ata moet

ing of the inhabitants of Culeutta for doing honor

to Lord Hardinge be carried his proposition of

| erecting a atatue to him against the three eloquent

} Barristora of the time Mewrs, Turton, Dickens

and Hume, The next day the Juin Bull “made

the starthng announcement that a young Bengali

orator had floored three English Rarristers,” and

called tim “ the Indian Lx mosthenes,”*

The speech he delivered at the Charter meeting

held at the Town Hallin July 1853 was lauded

"uy the Tunes ag a * masterpiece of oratory.”
Mr. Ham, Entitor of the Jadian Field, highly

praised his speech on the occasion of the Queen’s

Proclamation and ramarked chat if Bsba Ram

Gopal had beev an Englishman, he woald have

len knighted by the Queen, Rabu Ham Gopal

was expelled from the Agri-Horticultural Society

on account of hie Black Act speech, He now

wrote a powerfal pamphlet in reply to bis oppa-

nents, De. Juhn Grant would not at tirst believe

that it was an unaided production of a native. For

hia owlebrited speech at the Caleatta Justices!
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meeting on the Burning (bat qneation be will ever

be held in gratefal remembrance by the Hindu

community. Asa speaker and writer he had a

singalar command of pure idiomatic English, and

be so thoroughly identified himself with the subject

he discussed or advocated, that it wna diffienit to

believe, that English thought and expressions were

foreign to him, and that he bad not been broaght

up in the English household. Mr. Cochrane on ono

occasion remarked that be scldom listened to any

one who was more eloquent, never to one who was

more zealous than Babu Ram Gopal was in advecat-

ing all measures which bad any tendency to benctit

bis countrymen,

The Government valved his opinion and entor-

tained a very high opinion of Babu Ram Gopal’s

ability and qualifications for public business, He

was a member of the Votice Committee of 1845,

of the Small Pox Committee of 1450, of the

Central Committers for the cullection of works

of industry and arts for the Londen Eshibition

of 1851, and the Paris Exhibitions of 1845 and

1867, and of the Bengal Agricultaral Exhibition

of 1864, He was an Honorary Magistrate and

& Jastico of the Peace for Calcutta, He was

besides @ member of the Bengal Leglislative
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Council from October 1862 to October 1864. In

this latter capacity he rendered most valuable

vervices to the State, Baba Ham Gopal was

connected with the Agri-Horticultaral Society,

and fent bis personal uid towards the fartherance

of its objects. As early as the yeat 1843 he

brought to the notice of the Society the act of

discovery of tha Aryemone Meswuna as an oil

producing vegetable.

There was seurcely an institution, educatior al,

commercial or political with which he was not

associated, He was a Fellow of the Calcutta

University, anda member of the British Indian

Asoviation. He was the President of the District

Chucitable Society. His was the genuine and

annitected benevolence towards the mitigation of

human saffering and (he allevintion of human dis-

trea, Ho rendered valuable ueistance in that ¢
capacity to the aged and infirm poor of this city.

His <-viees have become household words,

Sprang trom obscure parentage, he rose to a high

position and acquired immense influence by the

force of his talente and abilities and public spirit.

He carved his own way and took an active part

in the work of social, mural, and political ameli-

oration of his country. He rendered signal
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services to the public by sdvocating the intro-

duction of the Railway into India, As a public

man he was upright, disinterested, and singalaly

free from prejudice. His moral courage, his ine

dependence and his patriotic fvelings commanded

the admiration of all. He was as firm as trathful.

When his father ashed Babu Ram Gopal whether

he would not save his caste by the simple cun-

fesion that he had not eaten forbidden food.

Baboo Ram Gopal said ~ Dather, would do any

thing for you, yea give up my lift, but would

not lie.”

When the Hon’ble Piosonno Kumar Tagore

gave a fuewell dinner to Mr. Theodore Dicheas,

he asked him whether he would object to bis

inviting Babu Ram Gopal. He said, “no, not

at all.” Notwithsanding his old political enmi-

ties he proposed Bahu Ram Gopal’s heulth and

in an eulogistic speech remarked that he was the

only man fit to take the position of the leader of

the Hindu comavunity.

In private life he was as charitable, as be was

eonspicuous for public liberality. There was nota

movement for the relief of suffering humanity

or for advancement of a national cause io which

he did not contribute munificently. He was
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generous to his poor relatives ; and ready to axeist

friends. By his will he bequeathed a donation of

20,000 to the District Charitable Society, and

40,000 to the Calcutta University. And farther

be cancelled all the debts amounting to 40,000 his

friends owed him.

After so successful and glorious a career Babu

Rem Gopal died on the 25th of January 1868. He

lived and died a Great Commoner. He lived a

Dlessing, be died a benefactor, and his name will

‘ever live an honor to India,

THE HON’RBLE PROSONNO KUMAR

TAGORE, C. 8. 1.

Babu Prosonno Kamar Tagore was bom in

Calcutta in 1808. He learnt the radiments of

English at Mr. Sherbuurnc’s School, and made

rapid progres: in his studies. His attainments in

English literature in the carly period of hia life

were by no means inconsiderble. Although nursed

on the lap of Iuvury he fed a life of literary

leboriousness anil intellectaal activity, When young,

he started the Indian Reformer, which however did

not live long. In the colamns of his paper he first

‘began to demand for bie countrymen those political
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rights which were then denied to them, and which

they now enjoy. He was the father of Indo-

Furopean Journalism.

Thrown into the society of Rabu Dwarka

Nath Tagore he acquired a taste for public Hilo,

‘He commenced his career as an assistant in the

firm of Carr, Tagore & Co. Bat he did not con-

tinue there long. He now evinoed a predelection

for legal studies and jomed ihe Bar of the late

Badder Conrt. His acemssion was hailed by the

Judges most of whom were his friends, His

profound knowledge of the Indian law, strong

commun sense and keen sagacity soon brought

him to the head of hiy profension. Urdu was then

the language of the Court. He was a Persian

scholar and felt no difficulty in making himself

heard. He wa» master of real property Jaw and

was devervedly held tobe an authority on that

subject He was also the best Regulation lawyer.

Hiv contributions tv the Ilinda legal Literature,

and the depth of his knoviedge of Indian law

and proc-dure, had gained for him the sobriquet

of Lord Lyndhurst pf Bengal,

He by his unsullied character and suocessfat

professional career elevated the Bar to a position

of dignity and independence, His success at the
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Bar was remarkable ; and latterly he held the

office of Government Pleader. He however did

net, remain long at the Bar. By his profession

he had amassed a colosaal furtune.

On the formation of the Landholder’s Society

he was appointed its Secretary ; and in that caps-

city he exerted to muke himself useful to the

Society os well as to his country. He tooka

principal part in the agitation in consequence of

Lakheraj resamption by Government, and his

exertions roguited in greatly modifying the severity

of the Resumption Law.

He conjointly with others established the

British Indian Association in 1851. Now Lord

Dalhousie sought for his services, Accordingly

he was appointed Clerk Assistant te the Legislative

Council on Ra 1,200 a month. In that capacity

he rendered valuable assistance to the members

in the work of legivlation, When the Bengal

Legislative Council was first established he was

appointed 4 member ; and subsequently in 1867

he gota seat in the Imperial Legislative Council.

In the preparation of the Rent Law and the Code

of Civil Procedure he gave most valuable aid

to both the Councils. Prosonno Kumar wasa
champion of native education,
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He was member of the Council of Ridueation,

and & Fellow of the Caleutta University ; aud did

an immense service to the cause of native eduea~

tion. Prosonno Kumar under the influence of

Sir Edward Hyde East and David Hare projected

a echeme of Anglo-vernacular education which has

now for more than half a century continued to

prosper. He was for some time 2 Governor of the

Hindn College, and an Honorary Magistrate and

a dustice of the Peace for the Town of Calcutta.

He was associnted with various committecs on

various questions of public importance. Prosonno

Kumar identified himself with almost every public

movement that had for its object the amelioration

of the political, social and moral condition of his

conntrymen. From the commencement of bia

public career he was always » staunch advocate of

political rights and a zealous promoter in the cause

of social reform. He lent hig cooperation to

Pandit Isvara Chandra Vidyasagara in the cause

of widow marriage.

He rendered invaluable assistance to Govern-

ment by his written opinions on all subjects con-

nected with the administration of the country,

The enormous mass of letters and reports and

memoranda which he had submitted to Govern
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mont, to the Board of Revenue, and the late

Budder Conit, showed the eatent, the depth and

the versatile character of hi. knowledge and expe-

rience und the value which the Government

attached to them, and the frequency with which

he was consulted for thei sake, The translation

ofthe Visad Chiniamani, the commentary on the

Rent Law, and his Vosestha Patra amply bear

testimony to his zeal and ability with which he

aboured im the field of authorship. In 1866,

Her Majesty the Queen in recognition of his cons-

picuons public services conferred on him the Order

of the tar of India, Prosonno Kamar's fife

was characterized by several acts of public charity.

He was one of the Tiustees of the Calentta Brahmo

Somaj,—though in his latter days bis tendencies

were unmisiakably orthodux. After « protracted

illness he died on the 30th August 1868,

THE HON'BLE ANUKUL CHUNDER

MUKERJEA.

, Apuknol Chander Mukerjea was born in the

year 1829. He was descended from a highly rea

pectable family of Coleutta. His father Babu
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Lakebi Narain Mukerjoa was Secretary to the

Hinda College. .

Atan early age he learnt Persian under the

tuition of s Munshi, the study of which was then.

regarded as the only paseport to distinction and

emolament. In the course of two years he

soquired a respectable knowledge of the lan-

guage, and could write and speak correctly and

idiomatically. Along with Porsian he picked ap

& little of Sanskrit aloo. When he was eight yeara

old he commenced his English education in the

schoot of Govinda Bysack. There he read for

two years, and subsequently he was admitted in to

the Hinda College. In his school days he did

not give mach promise of future eaccllence. He

was however regular and diligent in his studies.

Although he wae not a successful student, he was

admired by all in his college fur his mil! temper

and ochortful character.

1 He obtained a scholarship. But straitened

| circumstances did not permit him to continue

! jong in bis college career. When he was very

‘ young he lost his father; and the large estate

whieh he left was lost by his eldest brother in un-

profitable speculations. By the d’nt of his nataral

ya force of character and personal assiduity
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w built o kandeome fortune for himself. He now

varched for an employment. When he qnitted

‘be college he had acquired considerable education.

He was of untiring industry, and unfliching perse-

verence, He first hefook himself to service as

Nazir in the Vouit of the Magistrate of Howrah,

where he laid the foundation of that legal knowledge

which led him on to fortune and fame. He held

ibis office for more than five years. A year

before he resigned he was introduced by hia eldest

brother to Mr. Dick, then one of the Judges of

the late Sudder Court, in the expectation that

he would provide him with a better employment.

But Mr. Dick held out no hope to Annkel

Thunder, on the contrary advised him to prepare

himself for the Bar.

Anakal Chander followed this advice and bagan

to study law. He prepared himself by private

study for the pleadership examination. In 1855

he appeared at the examination and successfully

acquitted himeelf. Fle began practice in copart-

nership with Biba Acatosh Chatterjes, and chiefly

confined his visti to the Judge's Court at Alipore.

Bubsequentl; he establiahod himself at the Sudder

i Court, When he joined the Bar, he bed no

frienda or patrons to back him, and the exalted
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position that ho afterwards won, was due only |
to his own ability and character. Though not |

laying pretensions to a very high education, he, |

by his indefatigable exertions, rigid integrity, |

and superior intelligence, won the confidence,

of his clients, and soon attracted the notice of |

the late Baba Roma Prosad Roy. :
He established ix reputation as one of the

ablest members of the Bur; and be eaon became

arich man, Qn Thesdiy, the 6th of June 1867

Sastice Pundit diel and in the month of July in the

samo year Babu Dwarkanath Miter, was raised to

the Bench, This greatly enlarged the pracuce of

Anuknl Chuader who now became the lender of the

Bar. He now attracted the notion of Government

by his ability as a Pleade: ; and on the 24th

Decombet 1868, he was appointed Junior Govern.

ment Pleader. This fimo he raised the question

of a preaudience toa Pleader whon in a cases

Ploader as well aa. Barrister had been retained.

On Friday, the 24th of March 1869, he argued

this question ably and eloquently before the

Fastions Bayley and Phear and the Chief Justion,

bat be was unsvocossfol. The decision of the

Court went in favor of the Barristers,

On Wednesday, the 12th of February, 1868,,
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Amukul Chander received « letter from the Hose

Ofiee appointing hia a Fellow of the Calontén

Univernity ; and on Satardey, the 23th of the

‘ame month he nas informed. by the Registrar of

the University that the Syndicate had elected him.

« member of the Faculty of Law.

‘The Chief Justice requested hime to become an

Advocate of the High Court. And he very

politely and thankfully declined the offer. On

Treeday, the 15th of April, 1869, bis eldest

brother died. This gave him a very heavy shock.

Fis health began to decline, every month for at

Jeaut ton days he was ill of fover, and confined tej

hed. A river trip and a change to the N. W.

Provinces did him no good. He returned back, and

took up his residence at Chowringhee where he

gradually regained his health.

On Monday, the 21st of February 1870, he

was appointed Senior Government Pleader. On

Thureday, the 10ib of the next month, Mr. Riggers

; Bhompeson wrote to him a letter asking him whether

“pe shoald like to take « place in the Bengal Logis

lative Couneil. Doring his brief connection with

the Council he rendered ‘rtanble aasisisnan im Gua
revision of tha Rent Procedure Act.

On Tugader, the 29th of Narember, 1870; the
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Reoretary to the Viceroy and Governor-General

of India wrote to him a letter offering him

#aeaton the Bonch of the High Court, which
Asuka! Chunder accepted, and consequently he

resigned his seat in the Council on the let of

December. He got this high appointment and

was sworn on Tuesday, the 6th of December, 1870.

On hearing of his elevation to the Bench the

Bon’ble Mr. Justice Markby and Mr. Lattey.

an Attorney-at-Law, in England, conveyed their

‘best congrata'ations to him. He sat on the Bere’

fer eight months and a few days," He dis

charged the arduous duties of a Jadge with

great independence and ability. By his strong

common sense, patient industry and unobtrusive

merit he rose from the petty post of Nazir, and

died a Judge of the High Court, He had a large

head and was possessed of a heart that was

fall of the milk of haman kindness, Anukul

Chunder was ® man rather of « retiring than

of an obtrusive habits He never sought

notoriety, and it oan be emphatically said of

that his was a modest merit. To this heFe

added a suavity of manners, During the brief

apace of time that he occupied a seat on the

Bench, he made himuelf singularly popular
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beth smong his collesguee on the Bench ss well

as among the members of the Bar, The decisions

that ho delivered from the Bench were always

marked by 0 rare combination of judicial aenmen

and freedom from bias, He never allowed bis

judgment to be warped by prejudice of any des-

oription whatever, Ho had no peculiar mood

through which to view justice. He gave his

devisions without reference to any extraneous

circumstances whatever. Ho was neither demo-

cratio nor aristocratic in his tendencies,

On Wednesday the 16th Angust 1871, he

attended the High Court and delivered a jndg-

ment in a certain case; he then came in his

chamber to lunch, and was suddenly seized with a

headache, and wiih great difficulty he spoke to

hia friend Mr. Justice Mitter to have him

removed to his house at Chowringhoe. Dra. Payne,

Fayrer avd others attended him; but nothing

wwald save his life, He died at the age of forty-

two on the 17th of Augnet, 1871.

When the nows of his death reached the High

Court, the learned Judges heaved sigha and c'oeed

the Court on its Appellate and Original Sides.

The late Chief Justice Norman from the bench of

the Appellate Court, said “the Gavernmont have
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lost a most valuable public servant, a judge devoted

to his doties, most calm, and conscientious, lebori-

| cas, ‘thoughtful and considerate of the interests

and feelings of every body who came before him,

whether suitor or advocate.” “To say that he

was truthful, is but a small things He was per

fecily candid, As an advocate hefllltver would
overstate bis case, he never would put a false

colour or misrepresent facts, Independent and

eouragcons in the highest degree, be never ehrank

from contending againet the opinion of the Court,

however strongly it might be oxpressd against

him, even though he felt that the int r a's of juation

or of his client required that be should maintain his

position, His ebaracter was marked by frankness,

simplicity, and. entire freedom from affectation.”

“ He possessed in an ominent degree the feelings

of = perfect gentleman and a man of honor.”

“Our conversation was always upon the seme

feoting waif he had been of the same bivod and

the same education as myself; I ulwayn felt mast

thorongh and complete sympathy with him in

every thing.” On the otherhand Mr. Jnatice

Phesr closed the Court on the Original Side, and

paid somes tribute te the memory of the deceased

with much feeling.
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Michael Meduendon was born in Sagardari in«

the silloh of Jessore in 1828. His father, Rej-

narian Datta, was a well known pleader of the

late Su: ®ourt. By his acqairements in the

Jawa and lations, and by his other qualifice-

tions he established his reputation as a successfal

pleader. The way in which he used to conduct

eases, the display he mado of the acuteness and

vigour of bis mind, and of the shill and diligence

in his profession, won him the confidence of his

dlients. By his profession he scquired an

immense gum of money, and purchased several

estates. He had three children, among whom

‘Michael Madusudan was the only survivor.

Micheel Madu.udan was brought up with great

are and affection. He learnt his vernacolar in

« littl school kept by a pedagogue. Possessed

of an easy competence his father placed him in

the Hindu College, where he prosecuted his English

and Persian stadies, for come years, with diligenes

and assiduity, and distinguished himedlf as ona

of the most brilliant scholars. He was a medallist

of that College.

Michael Madusudan early shewed a predelection
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for Christianity ; and when he was only seventeor

years old he became a convert te Christianity.

But as he was the only son of his father, his two

brothers having died in their infincy, his conver-

sion was not viewed with any great repugnance

hy his father, who sent him to Bishop's College

to complete his education. Here he remveined for

four years, and learnt Greek and Latin. In this

College his reading was oxtensive and multifarious,

After thus completing his education he left Bengal

for Madras, where he made literature the staff of

fife. His extensive literary attainments and

abilities soon made him famous, anf he was

appointed a teacher in the Madras University. He

wrote both prose and verve m English with the

facility and waccess of ¢ caltivated Englishman,

and ucquired a literary fame which he sustained

till he died. At Madras be made a inatrimonjal

connection with an Fnglish Indy. In 1856, he

retarned, with his wite, to Calcutta, and took an

appointment ae Interpreter to the Junior Magis-

trate af Caloutts. Hoe held thiv office for several

years. Posarssel of ecorntric disposition and
extravagant habits he rapidly ran through his

patrimony and reduced himself to almost abeolute

paaperiom.
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While a youth, the stndy of Bengali wea not

ene of his fond pursuits, Indeed he viewed it

with great aversion. Narsed on the lap of poeay,

he lisped in number because the sumbers came.

Ho was the inventor of blank serse in Bengali.

! ‘The history of the origin of blank verse possesses
a peculiar interest. At a performance of Sarmistha

at the Belgachia Theatre, Michacl Madasudan and

Rajah Jotendra Mohun Tagore had some conversa~

tion about the reswurces of the Bengali longuage.

Michacl Madusudan asserted that “without blank

verse tho higher flighta of poetry could not be

well sustained.” But the Rajah held the opinion

that the Bengali language vas neither rich nor

elastic enongh to admit of suoceasfal compositions

in bienk verse, Michael Madusudan vehemently

gave acontrary opinion and offered io try it him-

self. He accordmgl) made an attempt, end

produced a snl piece, which did not however

decide the point at issue. The Rajah desired that

an entire poem should be written, and Michael

Madusudan undertook to write the Telattama,

Hie attempt wae justified by its success, The

Bajah was so greatly surprised at the success

acheived by the poet that he acknowledged his

defeat, and paid the whole cost of printing the
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work. Michael Madueudan. in acknowledgment

of the munificence of the Rajuh, dedicated hie

epic to him, and also handed him the Mss which

are atill in hi» custody. The Inte Baba Kali-

prasunna Singha presented x silver vase to Michael

Madusndan in commemoration of this memorable

event in the history of Bengali literature, About

the year 1858, he was invited by Rajah Pratap

Narian Singh, of Paikparah, to prepare an Kuglish

tranelation of the Ratnaral: and Sarmintha.

Michael Madusudan wrote several poem» and

dramas which spread his fame far and wide. In

1868, he embarked for England, and after heep~

ing the ueual terms lw returned te India, Tn

this venture he was assisted by Pandit Isvara

Chandra Vidydssgarn, His career as an Advo-

cate was by no means favorable, Probably his

literary tum and habits did not allow him to go

on with his business, Latterly he was appointed

Translator of the Privy Connell papers.

Michael Madasudan was a remarkable man

and indeed a genius. He was a man of eviensive

Hiterature and of vigorous faculties. He had a

literary reputation of a very high order. But

it is not as a moral man that he left bis impress

on the history of his conntry. Michael Mada-

|
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sadan, however, bas left his merk on the history

of oar literature. Daring the time he staid in

France he acquired a respectable kowledge of

most of the loading languages of Europe. When

he was in Paris, be was so much rednced for want

of money, that starvation looked at bim broadly in

the face, till his neighbours heard of his helplese-

ness and gave him food, though without his know-

ledge, which enabled him to look up and returm

to London. At Versailles he composed his cele-

brated Sonncts.

Michael! Madusndan had gone to Dacca; and

on his revurn be suffered from a complication of

desenses which terminated into dropsy. For a

few daya he was accommodated by Babu Jaya-

krishna Mukerjea at the Uttarapara Pablic Library.

A week before hin death he was rentoved to the

General Hospital at Calcutta, where he died quite

penniless on the 29th June, 1873. He died a

death of which the veriest vagabonds on the earth

might be asbamed. And only three deys pre-

viously his partner in life had predeccased him,

FINI8,








