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INTRODUCTION. :
-ft

In placing this work before the public I have not much to say except by way of
apology. When | undertook the edition of Natga &astro, of Bharata with the most scholarly
commentary of Abhinavagupta it was not realised by me that the task was like the lifting
of a mountain without scientific aid or machinery. Chapters 28 to 34 deal with music all
through. Abhinava is a profound scholar and one of the greatest thinkers in Philosophy
and Aesthetics. To ensure myself of the right significance of the expression of Bharata and
his great spokesman, both of whom possess terse and deep voice capable of lifting one’s soul
to the highest pinnacle of ethical aesthetics, | had of necessity to acquire and study all
the available works in Natya, Sahgita and Kavyalahkara and a few decades of my life saw
me wading through the ocean of thought of great sages who devoted their lives to the science.
The task is endless and the span of life is short; memory is like the foot-prints on the sands
and infirmities of old age darken the dying glow of intellect. Considering the needs of the
research world it was thought feasible that an index of the technical words used in those great
works with the definition of the authors will be of immense help to scholars who devote
themselves to the study of the science and on the advice of the Director of the Institute the
compilation was begun and God Sri Venkate&vara has shed His divine grace for its completion
in two years and a half. Though the work exacted all the resources of my mind, yet, I see
it is not a fitting compliment to the vastness of studies it involved. Everything has its uses
and every user may derive inspiration from the utterances of great thinkers culled here, and
I find solace if it proves useful to any scholar who is ardent in turning over these pages.

The subjects that the technical terms are culled from are four, viz., Dramaturgy
or Natakalaksana, music or Gita, Dancing or Nrtta and Instruments or Vadya with
Prosody relating to Divine song Dhrvagana. Originally it was proposed to include Alahkara
or rhetoric, subtleties in expressions or Dhvani, erotics or Kamasastra and all the branches
of architecture (of temples, royal mansions, town-planning, Painting and Iconography.) But
in consideration of the length of time and extension of the studies which these subjects would
involve, the scope of the work was limited while a more powerful factor in the decision is
that the latter subjects are not kindred, though of equal importance and therefore deserve
separate treatises. Of the five subjects excluded, prosody is given a minor place;
prosodial terms as used in the other three subjects are included. It was found necessary
to extend the selection to Prakrt languages. Bharata deals at length with all these
subjects and his ideas are only augmented and never altered or revised by subsequent
writers and as he is still the fountain-head, this compilation is named Bharatakosa. The
conspectus of this introduction may be put as (1) the extension of each subject, (2) the manner
pf the inclusion of technical terms and (3) bibliographical notice of authors who contributed

material for the denotation of each word..

| Dramaturgy—eBharata restricts himself to the description of ten kind

dramatic composition, excluding Geya or lyrical plays. Kohala includes ten more and later
(scholars describe more than thirty. The composition of the story and the five units with



itheir proper place. Explanation to every quotation would involve endless labour and
" time without much benefit to the reader.

sub-divisions thereof are dealt with at length. They are called Sandhyahgani. Purvarahga

is described in two or three ways by Bharata, M&trgupta, Klrtidhara etc. Rasa and Bhavd
come under Dramaturgy.

I Music (Sahgita) proper treats of Svara, Gita, Raga, Prabandha (Musical Co/O'
position) and Prakirna (Miscellaneous). Here what is dealt with in chapter 31 of Bharata
called Taladhyaya is considered as seven divine songs (Sapta gita) which are now extinct.
Bharata, Dattila, Nanya and Kumbhakarna have defined the subject well.

Il Instrument (Vadya) is classified broadly into Vina, Vamsa (Flute), Mrdahga
(Drum) and Tala. Vinas have changed in shape and use in every century and with each user-

The shape of Dhanus (a bow), as we see in the sculptures, called Pinaka by
Gautamlputra, was considered as an accompaniment of a beggar to earn his livelihood dn
1400 A. D. Mattakokila of Bharata, Citra of Matanga, Vipanci of Sv&ti have all gone
out of date. In this compilation definitions are given for as many kinds of lute as one can
find in literature. The old lutes require high Qrntijnana (perfect knowledge of all varieties
of tunes); but the modern instrument wherein frets are permanently fixed and each Ragd
has a determined Sthana to play on, the matter is much simplified and several conveniences
are introduced in a single machine. For, in times when Vina had seven or more upper
strings, without frets or with movable ones, more than one instrument was necessary to
sing more than one Raga in a royal court or in Yajnasala. The case is similar with flul-e
which is now fixed with one or two tunes which suit the player, but which in olden time
differed in more than three pipes to suit the kind of audience near or distant, Nagara, ,c
Upanagara. Similarly Tripugkara (three kinds of Mrdahga) of Bharata was displaced b
modern Mrdahga which is easy to learn, handle and carry; but the scope in older instn
ments was greater while on the other hand expert ready knowledge should be pledged fc
good results. Tala (keeping time) as an art has undergone great modifications and ever
day witnessed new combinations or rather permutations. The older Talas are Marga and th

later Desis are such as alone grew almost to swell the formula to a permutation of six o
seven figures.

The terms relating to all the five subjects stated above are incorporated in our wori
and their definitions are given as noted in the best work on each subject. Some of the defin
tions may contain again terms which are deemed to be technical f but they are defined ij

lon;

An English or Vernacular translation for every word is really desirable; but whei

once the work was given some shape in one language, linguists can easily translate it int(
their own tongues.

A bibliographical notice appears to be necessary for all further research in th*
subject; and if it is chronologically set forth, it affords ample help to find out what wort
one has to refer to for each stage of research without wandering in the mist.

Bharata's Nafyasastra with the best commentary of Abhinavagupta:— Bharata
as | am led to think, lived about 500 B. C. or even earlier, and his work consists of 600<



granthas in 36 chapters. Its commentator is a Kashmirian Philosopher of Pratyabhijna
school who lived about 1000 A. D. Bharata’s expression is highly refractory and often
misleads even a great thinker. Abhinava, in interpreting it, has saved both Aesthetics and
Psychology from dropping from the highest pedestal of thought. Bhoja, of the same age as
of Abhinava, is a great analyst of human thought and expression and the world of Aesthetics
he has created for us, though seemingly what we are in, yet transports our soul to the most
latent mysticism of life. His &rhgaraprakasa in 36 sections reveals the two components,
viz., expression and Aesthetic thought, and is far easier than Bharata’s production. Bhoja

was the celebrated king of Dhara.

Visakhila:— is an ancient writer of the 3rd or 4th century A. D. He is well versed
in older forms of music viz., Gandharva.

S&rdalais a writer on Abhinaya. In his Hastabhinaya he names 16 kinds which
are called Bhasas. It is quoted by Matanga. His work is not available. He lived about

4tu or 5th century A. D.

vAVisiiudharmottara:— is a Purana comprising several treatises on various subjects,
chiefly on music and on the art of embellishments (Alankara).

Nandin:— seems to have been the author of Bharatarnava. But from the work
we examined, it is inferred that it belongs to later than the 11th century A. D. The work
has been very much changed. It consists of 1500 verses. The author seems to have written
another work on Tandava called Karanabhugana which reads very different from the
present work. There is much similarity in thought between this Nandin and Haripala, a
writer of the 12th century. The original Bharatarnava must have been lost and the present
work takes its place. This work mentions Parvatl as the author of Bharatarthacandrika:—

i era ii

The work consists of 15 chapters and it is incomplete and what is given here is not
found in other books.

Raliula :— was a Buddhist and lived about 500 A. D. or even earlier. His definitions
are purely Buddhistic.

Matanga:— is the author of Brhaddesi, a work on music consisting of 8 chapters
including those on Tala and instruments. He lived about 850 A. D. He introduced Dvada-
sasvaramurchana in twelve Svaras which continued for two centuries. In dramaturgy he
introduced a new form of Vina which discended into three kinds.

Kirtidhara:— is an ancient writer mentioned by the commentator Abhinavagupta
in chapters six and twenty nine on the Natyasastra. Vema calls him a king. He is largely
guoted by Jayana in his Nrttaratnavali. He seems to have been a great authority on the
theory of Rasa and general terms on Sahgita.

Devaraja:— is an unknown writer on Music. His work is lost. He must have
lived about 900 A. D.
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Sarasvatihrdayalahkara:— of Nanyadeva, king of Magadha, next deserves our
notice. He lived about 1080 A. D. He appears to be a Ratfrakuta scion of Karnata Kkings-
His brother Klrtiraja ruled at Benares. Nanya's work is unfortunately a fraction of his
labour consisting of only fifteen chapters (7000 granthas) on music and instruments (Vadya)
and the manuscript is so erroneous that any attempt at correction must result in producing a
new book.

Next come two writers from Saur&atra (Gujarat), one, a king and the other, the
holder of the rod of office, Vetrahasta. Haripala, the king, lived about 1175 A. D. probably

at Navanagar and wrote his Sangitasudhakara a few years later at Srirahgam on the Kaveri
in South India.

Sahgitakalpadruma: is different from Sahgitakalpataru which is a work ot
about the 10th century, for Bhoja quotes from it. Kalpadruma has a commentary on it
probably written by the author in 1290 or 1300 A. D. during conquest of Bengal and

conversion of the Hindu king to Mahommadanism. It is to that Hindu king that the work is
attributed.

-y Some”vara and his son Jagadeka or Pratapa hail from the imperial rulers of the
Western Chalukyas whose capital was Kalyana. Somesvara’'s father, Tribhuvanamalla or
Vikramanka, the recipient of all the encomiums of Bilhana, also wrote a Sanglta work
which has escaped our attention. Somesvara’s chapters on Gita, Vadya and Nrtta form a
part of hig Encyclopaedia, Abhila$itarthacintamani. He wrote besides it the Vikramahkfr
bhyudaya in praise of his father’'s military glories. His musical chapters form a beautiful re-
sume of musical standard works and bristle with original strokes everywhere. Being nota Vai-
dika brahman he has rejected all Gramaragas of Bharata and his followers. He has explained
all the Prabandhas (compositions) by examples. He is frequently quoted as an authority
for new innovations in Prabandhas by many later writers. His work extends over 1600
Granthas. His son Pratapacakravartin or Jagadekamalla ruled, from 1134-43 and wrote
Sahgitacudamani, a standard work of merit for several centuries. Only sections I, II, »
(Tala, Raga, Nrtta) are now available. But there is a work in Malabar called Sara which
is only a recast of Jagadeka’'s work with later additions. Parsvadeva, later by two centuries,
has incorporated Jagadeka’s verses throughout his work seemingly as his own.

Sahgltaratnavali: by Somabhupala consists of nine small chapters. The work waS
composed in 1180 A. D. and is much earlier than Sahgitaratnakara. Bharata, Vadimatta~
gajahkuSa and Brhacldesi are older than Sahgltaratnavali. This author is a power|l
writer and, though the work is small, it contains many important points. The first chaPter
deals with general matter, the second deals with Svara and Gramas, the third with Praban$>e\
The fourth deals with Ragas forty two in number. The fifth chapter deals with Desi BGQaS
the sixth with Talas; the seventh, eighth and ninth deal with Vadya. The ~0
begins with:—



Thus he shows he was a Vettradhara under the king Ajayapala. He says:

Thus he is, as he calls himself i He introduces several new methods
in the chapter on Dhruvas. Under Somaraga he mentions the following:—

ugfRt n W sRftft ~ i
m m fP-TW | RcIN”: I
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This is one of his Ragas.
His chapter on Natya is begun thus:—

“ ferF?i% f~gqt qgq2fqi?g” g~rqrat# %r # t |
AfevATrRQi%aej§ 3 %3: I

He gives the description of oqgECT’Y and srraifajft in Vintis and " rafSjr'JT and ends the
chapter thus:—

~fomgorcro”™  =5ng)"2RwfgpR™N?jf graf™gi 7rh n”

At the end of the work the poet says

gir™T. ?2Mwi™Wf23Rfot: sfomfeRTui m cR™N |
0
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Ramacandra and Gunacandra:— jointly wrote several works on Kavya, Nataka etc.
They lived about 1250 A. D. and were pupils of Hemacandra. They followed Abhinavagupta
and other writers of Hinduism. Though they are Jains they stand midway between
Hinduism and Jainism.

Sarrigadeva’s Sahgitaratnakara:— comes to our notice next chronologically. He
wrote in about 1230 A. D. He descended from the Karana family of Kashmir and perhaps,
his ancestors for two or three generations served under the Yadavas of Devagiri. His know-
ledge of Natya (in all its branches) was distinctly Kashmirian and in several places he
faithfully follows Abhinava. Ratriakara is a complete work in seven books on Svara, Raga,
Prakirna (miscellaneous), Prabandha, Tala, Vadya and Nrtya. The work represents the
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time-honoured opinions of established schools in music and as such, they vary with later
ideas of the ever-changing musical world. It is a surprise that writers like Kumbhakarna and
Raghunatha (of Tanjore; complain of Sarngadeva’'s ways but lavishly and blindly follow
him. It reveals the strong grip of Ratnakara over the minds of music experts. Sarnga-
deva’'s verse is terse and comprehensive. Hence commentaries to elucidate its meaning
became necessary. Singabhupala of Recharla family, Kesava, Kallinatha and Vitthala (in
Telugu), sought to explain it. Singa is short and precise ; Kallinatha is heavy for readers.
In spite of these elaborations Ratnakara is still abstruse in many places, especially where
he is very meagre. He lived at a time when Gita, Vadya and Nrtta were undergoing great
changes like the royal fortunes of the day. His patrons Sihgana and his father Jaitrasimha
wrote works on Sahgitaka, but they have perished in the immediate turmoils of war.

The next writer that demands our notice is Jayana, the master of the elephant
forces under Ganapati, the king of Warangal. The king is also credited with a production
in Sahgita but it is not extant now. Jayana, the king’s brother-in-law, wrote Nrttaratna-
vali, in eight sections — the first four dealing with Marga Nrtta (Vaidika form), the last
four on the Desi Nrtta as current in his state in his day viz., 1249 A. D. He confined his
thoughts to Gita (Gitaratnavali) and Vadya (Vadyaratnavali) in two other treatises which
are not now forthcoming. He is a powerful writer with a vigorous florid style. His
indebtedness to Tandu and Kirtidhara is testified by vast quotations from them. He was a

profound scholar and master of rhetoric. His work does not reveal any acquaintance with
Sarhgadeva’s work.

Panditaradhyacaritam is a Telugu work by Palkuriki Somanatha. Among Vinas he
mentions the following:—

Vinottama, Brahma Vina, Kailasa Vina, Sarahga Vina, Kurina Vina, Akasa
Vina, Marga Vina, Ravana Vina, Gauri Vina, Ambika Vina, Bana Vina, Kasyapa Vina,
Svayamblm Vina, Bhujahga Vina, Bhoja Vina, Kinnara Vina, Irisari Vina, Sarasvati
Vina, Molli Vina, Manoratha Vina, Gananatha Vina, Kaumara Vina, Ravanahasta,
Citrika, Natyanagarika, Kumbliika, Vipanci, Kasari Vina, Parivari Vina, Svaramandala,
Ghosavati, Audumbari, Tantrisagara, and Ambuja Vina.

m

And in Mrdahga, Samahasta, Baisalarn, etc. are dwelt with. He quotes Nandins
one hundred and eight Bhahgasand forty-nine kinds of Varhsas, twenty-two Gamakas, 0110
hundred and eight Ragas, twelve Vacakas, five Svadus, three S'thanas, thirty-~0
Svddha thayas, fifteen Salaga thayas, forty-eight Lasyahgas, twenty Angaharas and twenty'
two Tanakas in charts forty-three and in standing posture several Gatis. These are given in

Parvataprakarana in Telugu language. Most of them are unknown elsewhere. The wrrtel
finished the work about 1270 A. D.

Carumati:— is a Jain Ka”ya in Canarese language. There are quotations frorO
various &astras in the work in which several new developments on Sahgita and Arthasastrl
are found. The work must have been written about 1200 A. D.

Haripala : is an authoritative writer who was a king by birth. He wrote a WO
Sahgitasudhakara in five big chapters and in the introduction he stated that he



descendant of Chalukya Kings. He was born of Bhimadeva of Gujarat. He was called
the king of Abhinavapura, probably Navanagar in Gujarat. He was called Vicaracaturmukha.

He says—
“ | sotorf n
Though he follows Bharata he adds much from Bharatarnava. In Karanas he follows
Nandin and Kirtidhara. The first chapter deals with Nrtta, the second and third deal with

Vadya, the fourth deals with Gita. Among the Vinas he mentions Kinnara Vina, Kailasa
Vina, Pinaki and Akasa Vina. In Vrttas he gives five kinds along Kaisiki etc. with Brnhmi.

7

“ wisft #r: smwiidiaawpit | era ftai ii
He gives one hundred and thirty Karanas. He mentions Latakamelaka as an example of
Ihamrga. That is new to literature.

[ I
He is said to have known six languages. He says :(—

g* % r# N tsmra PHT ~rarn 7

He says of himself-—

~cRPTtSEL: ||~

Sangitasamayasara by Par~vadeva

The author is a Jain who lived in 1300 A. D. and the work of Sahgitasamayasara
isin ten chapters. It was published in Travancore; the first one and a half chapter
of the second are not found. The first chapter deals with music as found in Vedic lore.
The second begins with the symptoms of Garbha relating to Nadi. The remaining chapters
deal with Desi as practised in Northern India. The work begins with—

oA BRIIRT cRrfi jfr™MINJIcFgg™hrqig = 117

The poet describes his parentage thus:—
“ fan 1

The work consists of ten chapters while the printed edition has omitted the first chapter
and forty verses in the second. The extent of the work is about fourteen hundred verses.
The work is more useful for the beginners and the first commentator on Sahgitaratnakara

has quoted many verses from this book.
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The first chapter deals with music proper dealt with in the Vedas which is really
Marga. The remaining nine chapters deal with Desi; but at the end of certain chapters,
for example the eighth chapter, appear Bhanga, Upabhahga and Vibhahga in Tala which
belong to Marga music of the old type. In the first chapter, he defines Marga as Jati
Ganam and Mantra nirukta and he defines Mantra as Nirukti. He names sixty-six Srutis

and relies mostly on Kohala. He admits only two gramas for Murchanas. He discusses
tcLna-yajna thus:—

Another question he decides thus:—

“ qg st s#qf%i: | 3=5" | | AN§A5% *sSsn |

And at the end of the chapter he declares:—

“ jfora |fct I anfflfep*, 3SIW,

HEL]
|

He begins the second chapter with Desi and the third with Ragas. He names some of
the important Ragas but he does not find sentiment to define them as for instance feankara-
bharana. The last chapter deals with Talas. He refers to Somesvara and Dattila who are
really very poor in Talas. PrastUra and Nastoddista are poorly treated. He says.—

Hammlra:— was the author of Srhgarahara. He mentions besides Devas, Soma-
r&a, Matanga, Dattila, Abhinava an6. Ratnakara (Sahgitaratnakara). He must have lived
earlier than 1300 A. D. He was the king of Sakambhari. He quotes from Gandharvamrta.
sagara of Brahma. He adds in the last chapter about Rasa and gives examples from
Amaruka, Uttararamayana, Saptaiati (Prakrit), Meghasandesa, @ Kumarasambhava,
Viracarita, Nagananda and feakuntala. He belongs to Maharaja’s family. He praises
besides the older writers, Arjuna, Yastika, Ravana, Durgasakti, Anila, Kohala, Kambala,

Jaitrasimha, Rudrata, Bhoja, Vikrama, Jagadeka, Kesideva, Simhana, Ganapati and
Jayasimha. These are considered as kings or music writers:—

1%0T: | H

The poet is an ardent devotee of Siva. Many new items were given by him in the
work. He is a great writer on Prakrt. He enumerates fifty Prasiddhalankaras. Brahma seems
to have given in his Gandharvamrtasagara eighteen kinds of Gatis. He says that Jatis are
derived fr taveda. He gives apart from the older Ragas twenty Bha.sa Ragas and
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fifteen Janaka ragax as derived from the author Y&stika. He gives fifty-three Desi Rayas
and then deals with Aksharaprasasti, Kamagana etc. He enlarges chapters on Hupa and
Oita into ten and six kinds. This work was copied by Mokshadeva here and there. Hammlra
gives Taladhyaya of one hundred and twenty Talas and in Vinas Ekatahtri, Naknla,
Kinnari. Alapim and he enters into Abhinaya. He describes Drstis well and then he devotes
Pugpahjali and at the end of the work he gives a chapter on the drama.

Allaraja:— belongs to 1300 A. D. He is the author of I The work
consists'of five chapters. The last one dealing with the construction of literary works.
The first four chapters deal with music. He is a powerful writer with a correct
acumen.

Moksadeva, son of Bhimadeva, was a Minister or Treasurer to king Bhima of
Gujarat. Moksa was also a commentator on Bhaskaracharya’'s Lilavati. He belonged to
Srimain family. His work also embraces the three topics Gita, Vadya and Nrtta. Ratna-
kara is frequently mentioned. After enumerating Grama Magas he gives out about fifty
as Pravartaka ragas in current use. He seems to have flourished about 1320 A. D.

Madanawas the king of Delhi who ruled over it in 1375 A. D. He was a Telugu
Prince and was the author of several works on Dharmasastra, Nighaiitu and Music.
He was assisted by a great scholar called Visvesvara who ascribed all his works to king Madana.
His Karmavipaka is a valuable work. Anaudasanjivini is quoted by Kumbhakarna in
Nrtyaratnakosa and by Panditamandali in Sangitasiromani. The work is in the form of
Aphorisms which form verses. He begins with Taladhyaya where he mentions about one
hundred and thirty Talas and then enters into Prastdra. The second chapter deals with
Sahgita. especially of Ra.gadh.yaya. The next chapter deals with Prabaridhas which suddenly

comes to an end. Our manuscript was copied in 1529 and consists of no errors. The work
is much condensed., e. g.— .. C .

Ri.JIf 3INSRT: | *I1I3PT!?fe 'FIffT I

as the line reads three Talas and thus one hundred and thirty Tatas are given. Then comes
Prastara. In Ragadhyaya

i m gam m qifaw: ir

and in the description of Ragas he gives much in a conservative manner.

sir* gpra flfan qns gnfiTOffli a # i(f il

jio"Frfr A i
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Sudhakalasa was a Jain writer. He dedicated his works in 1380 (Vikramasako/
and 1324 and 1350 A. D. to his master in Jain literature. He belonged to Harsa Puri branch.
The name of his work is Sangltopanisatsara. He deals with Dharmas and Mahtha Talas. He
gives for everything a Jain origin. He gives Talas including Prthoikundala. The whole
work enters into six chapters. His colophon reads:—

qotsSSfa: I

Vipradasa wrote Sangitachandra in which only Nrttaprakasa is available. He
calls himself as son of Nidhikara, Suklapandita, Satyav&k, Sivavallabha, Vicitravak, Kara-
nSgrani and Prabhusuri. He mentions Ratnakara, Singana, Madhava and several older
authors. He says he wrote Gita section also. He writes in precise terse style and deeply
indebted to Abhinava. His Nrtta section was commented upon in Nepali language by king
Jyotirrnalla of Nepal who lived about 1625 A. D. Vipradasa says—

mi zftt W i stsft 1

qq o’ T TOiail*WC: 1 I

At the end of the book the following &loka is given
“ 3%qgfg ~ongf”™; %45q nfeg |

iiort & N A |
Devanabhatta, the author of Sangitamuktavali, lived probably in the second half
of the 14th century. His work deals mostly with Nrtta even of late type. His verses on
gatis were quoted by Devendra in his Sangitamuktavali. Traces of medieval ... oo n «n.
of Nrtta can be found in Devana’s work, which appear in a more improved form in Deven-
dra’s Sangitamuktavali. Compilers of Tanjore catalogues have adduced the identity

Devana and Devendra as the manuscript of the latter is in Qarada script which was not
consulted having relied upon th$ same name of the works of both the authors.

Devendra wrote Sangitamuktavali mentioned by Panditamandali in 1429 A. D. a®
by Subhankara. Devendra was a pupil of Rudracharya and probably lived in Gopach($
state "Gwalior). His work entirely confines to Nrtta and even in it to that of later type.
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Aumapatam:— is a work of Uniapati in thirty chapters ending with TSladht/ayo.
It consists of small chapters of fifty slokas or less each. The work deals with music in a
detailed form but not according to Bharata. It treats of only Gita and Dhrvas of various
kinds are mentioned. The authors named are Bharata, Yastika, and Jagadekamalla. The
author belongs to the Tamil country, at a place he says:— i The
work is entirely new. — >wwr- -

Bhuvanananda(Sahgitaloka in Visvapradipa) Bhuvanananda was a Maithila.
He is called Kavika.ntha.bharana. Visvapradipa, is a title of the book consisting of several
sciences. On Sahgita, the portion is called Sahgitaloka. It consists of 2600 Slokas. The
first chapter deals with Nada etc., the second with Ragas; the third Tala; the fourth Gita :
the fifth mixed; and the sixth deals with Vadyas- He quotes the following writers : -

3  dSh fifonftsi (?) qg*qf n-

Srngarasekhara:— He is the author of Abhinayabhusana which consists of about
one thousand Granthas. He belongs to Warangal, Telingana. The book is accompanied

.HV Tamil meaning. The work is completly new and has nothing to do with the school

of Bharata. The Tamil commentary is very good. The work begins with the definitions
of Bh&va. He quotes from Sukrach&rya, Skanda, Brhaspati, Kohala, Durvasas, Arjuna,
VayusCLnu, Bharatarnava, Nandikesvara etc., He gives the musical description of Naksha-
tras and Basis and mentions as his teacher Vlrabhallata who flourished in the court of
Prataparudra of Warangal. He gives Abhinaya for every part of the body.

AmrtanandaHe is a writer on rhetoric.” The work is called Alahkarasahgralia.
It consists of thirteen chapters. Each chapter extends over one hundred to one hundred and
fifty Slokas. The work is recently printed. His date is questionable- He might have lived
about the 12th century or three centuries later. He probably lived under the suzerainty of the

Telugu Princes.

Asokamalla:— He is the author of a Sahgita work the name of which is not known.
The Abhinaya section comprising about 2000 Slokas of the work is alone available. He was
called Vlrasimhu’s son and quotes from Hanuman, Kirtidhara, Kohala, Abhinavagupta and
from later writers Sudhabdhi and Singana. This Singana may be an early writer. He
follows Bharata and also the other writers. In the chapter on Drsti he gives details from
various works as Vikosa, Visl.sta, Ardhamukula and six seasons are described well. At the
end of the book, he gives definitions on variety of subjects. He includes Calakas, Desi,
Calis, Mudupus, Lasyahgas and Kalasas. These chapters are new to several writers. After
giving fifty Calakas he adds five from Matantara as Anahgahgamotanam, Digvar$abhidliam
and so on but leaves off Svastikatryasara of Kshemaraja, which shows that Kshema wrote
a bigger work who lived about 850 A. D. Mudupus were taken from Kohala and they are



twenty-five. In Lasyahqga he gives twelve; under Sthitapathya, he gives a Prakrt verse.
He gives the sloka: —
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and quotes a Prakrt verse which was copied by Kumbhakarna. At the end of the work he
gives twenty-two Kalasas like Vnlyutkalasa, Khadgakalasa, Bnkakaldaa, Plavakalasa.
The book suddenly stops as it begins.

Panditavi<indali is a conference of Sliw/ita scholars assembled from all directions
in India by king Sultasahi who ruled at a place called Kadam, between the Jamuna and the
Ganges in 1429 A. D. lie cites a list of works on Sanglta which he acquired in his conquests
and asks the scholars to compose a comprehensive work based upon his material without
unnecessary discussions and dilations. This work serves as a mile-stone to measure the age
of several Sarigita authors.

A few Muhammadan sovereigns in spite of their tendency to destroy the holy
monuments of the Hindu religion have spared their fine arts, especially musk: and poetry.
The reigns of the Moghul kings especially of the first three or four emperors are marked with
great religious toleration, and they revived even the ancient arts of the Hindus to such a
degree that the world would interpret that they adopted Hindu religion and art. During
the Moslem administration chief executive officers were still the Hindus and in several cases
the Hindu generals led their armies. Thus the influence of the Hindu service was brought
to bear upon their rulers in matters of taste and luxury. But till the Moghul Empire formed
and settled itself, the Afghan Conquerors acquired the country by intrepedity, cruelty and
terror and the destruction of its memorable treasures of art and literature more than their
sword, induced the Hindus to submit immediately, sometimes even without a blow. Even
among the sultans themselves envy and treachery guided their policy and fortunes. The
mightier swallowed up the weaker as the Indian politicians call it ‘the law of the fish’
matsya-nyaya. In the midst of such upheaval and confusion in the political world there are
stray instances worthy of notice of the Sultans, who had glorified the Indian fine arts, and
incidentally their own fame, by their munificence and display of luxury. Ghiaz-ud-din
Muhammad, the sultan of Mandvi in Guzerat liberally entertained the literary and musical
courts and an instance is noted by Vitthala, a Telugu writer,1 that his father was honoured
by that sultan with a thousand tolas of gold for demonstrating the twenty-two srutis in
Indian music.

In the court of Alim shah of Guzerat, Mandana wrote his Sahgitamandana.2 1’'h0
subject of this paper is to introduce another Sultan who had only a passing notice in the

Vitihala’'s Telugu commentary on Saiigitaratnakara.

2, Ms. is-in the Jain Library of Pathan (page 50 Catalogue of (aOian Mss. Oaekwad series).



political history and demands our greatful mention lor his greater liberality resulting in
more permanent results. He was the ruler of Kada (Kara) a city on the southern bank of
the Ganges about 40 miles from the Venl (Allahabad) and was a feudal chief subordinate
to the king Ibrahim (of Jaunpur). Ibrahim defeated and punished the king of the Gaudas
for the oppression of the Prophet’s faith and installed his more prudent son, who embracing
the conqueror’s religion retained his ancestral possessions.
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The sultan of Kada' gathered a large library in Natya and Sahgita and invited the
best scholars proficient in those subjects as well as in grammar, logic and Miviamsa to a
conference. They came from all parts of India. At the conference the Sultan, in his presi-
dential address pointed to the best of his collection and requested them to compose a work
on music after due deliberation, discussion and the settlement of differences in various older
schools, registering their conclusions and theories. Their combined effort, supported by the
royal patronage and focussed to unanimity by the noble impartiality of the president, pro
duced a large work in music called Sahyitasirfwiani. This work probably consisting of five
sections embraces the whole field othe dance, instrument and music. The composers of the
book, whose names are not found in the available portions of the manuscripts have furnished
us the date of composition and the conference with details about the sultan and his sovereign.
These details which proclaim their military glories fade away in importance before the
curiosity and interest aroused in the minds of the scholars doubly bent on the academic
research by a list of the choice works laid before the conference; thus giving an opportunity
to determine the earlier dates of all those works mentioned therein.

The date of the composition or the time of the convention of the conference is given
s V. S. 1485 and S. S. 1350 in the two eras then in vogue which corresponds to 1429 A. D.
The chief works consulted by the leaders of the conference and about the convention itself
are in their own words:—

*» Kada tnay be Kara, now a small zamind.iri near Allaliabad.
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Fortunately, in the case of works on music the authors are either kings or their
chief officers and this fact enables us to easily determine their chronology. But very few
works give the list of books consulted by their authors. Sarngadeva in Sahgitaratnakara
(1230 A. D.), Hammlra, the king of Sakambarl in Rajaputana in his &rngarahara, (1300
A. D)) Allaraja in Rasaratnadipika (1330 A. D.?), Jagaddhara in Sangitasarvasva (1450
A. D.?), king Raghunatha of Tanjore (I'-20 A D.) in Sahgitasudha, Rariganatha in Sahgita
dugdhabdhi (1700 A. D.j and an anonymous author in an anonymous work of a recent date,
have favoured us with the names of their authorities.1 Ox course every work mentions some

1. Hatnmira:—
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Raghunatha mentions —Nandlsvara-samhita, Yashjika-samhita, Bharatlyam, Brhaddesl, Sangiiacandrika, Ha>ll,a
samhita, Vidyaranya's Sangltasara and Sangitaratnakara.

KanganStha : —
cfW A F&3 I gstfS ~«3Us?f ‘R
fkd €T™M.T =Slit fecfcR ftgqOT*1,(1)



earlier names or sites older passages, such citations profuse in every branch of literature
conduct for us a gallery of chronology where if one step is fixed rightly the others are
determined in relation to it. Thus the Sultan Sabi and others supply us the mile-stones of
the chronology in musical literature.

Sangitasiromani probably consists of five or six prakasas or sections on gita and
raga, tala, prabandha, praklrna (characteristics of songsters and flourishes in songs), vadya
and nrtya ; but out of which the portions of the first and the fourth section alone are now
available. An examination of the first section shows that the composers aimed at brevity
and precision in both matter and expression; wherever more schools than one existed on any
particular topic and those followed by the minority are also treated in addition to the general
opinion. For instance after the treatment of three gramas, shadja, madhyama and gan-
dhara as defined by the schools of Bharata the council proceeds to give the definitions of
those maintained by Narada, Hanuman, and the author of Vadimattagajankusa, which are
nandyavarta, jimuta and subhadra

Vadimattagajankusa deals at length with nandyavarta, jimuta and subhadra
gramas which have nothing in common with the three gramas of the Bharata school.

Sdraafsar im\ 3 > 1

In Sahgitasara, which is in the form of a dialogue between Siva and Parvati, it is
given as:
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adding the murchanas peculiar to these gramas which agree with those enumerated by
Narada. But the learned council condemns this school thus:

Gramas of this school are useful more for the regulation of tanas used in sacrifices
than for the pleasure with which ragas can entertain the public mind. Later on when the
form of vina interpreted by sruti values was altered by the permanent fixture of frets the old
g?'ama-system became obsolete.

Among the works enumerated herein, Bharata's Sastra leads the others, as the
oldest. It is said that its extent is 1,25,000 granthas. Natyasastra of Bharata as available
consists of 6000 granthas, while another work called Dvadasa-sahasri is apparently lost. A
number of verses quoted under Bharata by Sagaranandin, Jagaddhara, Srlnidhi etc., are not

1 Bharata mentidns only the shadja and madhyama gramas and abandons the gandhara as it is not useful to f
dhruvagana in adrama. The gramas are distinguished by the prefection of concordant or sariivadi svaras. either natural or
strained. Shadja grama has natural safhvaditva for three svaras, while a little strain on the panchama and dhaivata produces
the madhyama grama but the gandhara grama has the least concordance unless the svaras are greatly shifted in sruti values.
Thus >i3nyadeva and Abhinavagupta say that it presents too low or too high a pitch. (“ atitaramandratvSt ")
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found in the available work,1 Saradatanaya and Tamil writers refer to Panchabharatiya
(five works in the name of Bharata and his pupils) and the following conjecture may induce*
research scholars to work out the problem in a more satisfactory manner:—

Bharata: 6,000

Vrddha Bharata: 12,000 (Dvadasa-saZiosri)
Kohala: @000?

Matanga: 6.000 (including portions on vadya and nrtya)
Dattila: 2.000 do. ”
Asmakutta : 2,000

Nakhakutta: 2,000

Gandharva-yeda: 20,000

Matrgupta: 6,000

Nandin: 4.000

Siva and Parvati: 4.000

Even such liberal and imaginary estimation does not take us beyond 72,000 granthas..
Unless commentaries are included in Bharata’s work the total of 1,25,000 cannot be made'
up.J Abhinavagupta alone gives us 40,000 granthas and Udbhata 8,000 (?), Lollata 15,000 (?)

and $ankuka 6,000 (?). Kirtidhara and Dhananjaya have written independent works, and!
not commentaries on Bharata.

Bharata’'s work is said to have been obtained from the South.;

A brief notice may be taken of the other works. It is yet to be determined whether

the convention intended any chronological sequence in the enumeration of the books kept at
their disposal.

Sangitasagara and RUgarnava :— Nothing is known of these two works. A large
fragment of A”okamalla’s book on nrtya is available which bears no name in the manuscript,
which has neither beginning nor end ; it may be a section of Sahgitasagara or S'ahgltarnava-

Page 101

3, Bhajrtrhari states a similar instance of PatSnjali's Mahabhasya, when it was lost in the north, was obtained only
at Snparvata on the banks of the Krishna. Jagajjyotirmalla, the ktng of Nepal, with great difficulty obtained a copy of
Sangitaocoandra fl e. Sangitacandrodayam) from South India Copies of Abhinavagupta’s commentary are now proeured onb
from Malabar, on which alone the printed edition is based.
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Whether Ragarnava, Talarnava, Gitarnava, Desinrttarnava are independent works or
sections of Bharatarnava or Sahgitarnava can be ascertained only by further discoveries of
some of these works- In some places the names of works are used as yoga and in others
as rudhi." In others they have to be treated as different works e. g. SahgitUrnava and
Sahgitaratnakara, and Natyarnava and Natyaratnakara are separate treatises.

Sahgitadipika :(— was composed by M&dhavabhatta, a resident of Benares. It is a
small work of 1000 granthas. Its author enumerates the three gramas as nandyavarta and
his division of ragas are based on raga-ragini system. King Raghunatha mentions this
work in his Sahgita-sudha. A copy of Madhava’s work is found in the Tanjore Library. It
was probably composed about 1400 A. D.

Sahgitadarpana:— A work of this name is available everywhere but it is the
production of Damodara of about 1600 A. D. for his son Ananta was the tutor of Veda to the
author of Sahgitamakaranda, who wrote it under the patronage of &ahaji, father of Sivajl.
Hence the work referred to in the Sultan’s collection must be an earlier production. A work
called Natyadarpana is available to us but whether it forms the Natya section oiSahgitadar-
pana is yet to be known.

Talarnava An early work referred to in Talabdhi and Talaratnakara. There is
a Tamil work of the same name which is probably its translation.

Sahgita-kalpavrksa :— with Vistara or its commentary was written by Raya
Ganesh, son of Vlrasimha of Chahuvana family. The commentary was composed to please a
great songstress called Mala.

Sahgitaratnaval :— There are two different works of this name written by different
authors. Jayana, the commander of the elephant forces of Kakatlya Ganapati of Warangal
(1198—1263 A. D.) composed a work of this name about 1240 A. D. Somarajadeva, the pra-
tihara (door-keeper! of Bhlmadeva Il of Anahilapatak is another author of the work of the
same name. The former work consists of eight chapters and the latter nine sections. Soma-
deva was the son of Jagaddeva of Chapotkata family who defeated Amir (of Sind). Somaraja
was also the master of the elephant forces. His work consists of 1,000 granthas and may be
assigned to 1200 A. D.2 Hammlra of Sakambhari mentions him with honour thus: *“prokta
Sri Somarajena natyavedavirincinaSomaraja was commander under both Ajayapala
and Bhlmadeva, between whom Haripala, the author of Sahgitasudhakara nded for‘four

years.

Nrttaratnavali:— was written by Jayasenapati mentioned above. It is divided
into marga and desi modes of dances each being treated separately in four chapters. It was

1. ' Desxyanrtya-samudrakhye ” (Kallii)2tha's quotation). " Desiyanrttajaladheh " (VemabhupSla), Desi-nrlta-
prayoge " (Jayana)—are the synonyms of the same work when they referred to pacla-pa(ah (foot-poses).

2, Somarajadeva closes his work thus —
mwTarf?):
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composed in the Kali year 4355, (Ananda) when Ganapati was reigning in Warangal.1 It is
one of the best works on nrtya, following Abhinavagupta and Kirtidhara for marga type and

Matanga for desi system. The author traces the Citra Gondali dance to the aesthetic
conceptions of Bhalokamalla-Some”~vara-5

Sangitamudra :(— Nothing is known about it and no reference to it is found in any
other work.

Sahgitavinoda:—It is not known who composed the work and what portions of nrtya,
gita and vadya are treated in it. All the three copies available give us three different commen-
taries on a single verse which enumerates the categories in music proper. In two of the com-
mentaries a portion of it on hastabhinaya (poses of hand) was lost and it was apparently restored
by king AnQpasimha of V. S. 1649, as the manuscript was copied then. If only one 3loka
forms the work it is really a vinoda in music and the name of the book is quite appropriate.

Muhtavali:—This is evidently an abreviation for Sangitamuktavali. There are many
works of that name, one by Devanabhatta and the other by Devendrabhatta; copies of
both are available in the Tanjore Palace Library. Devendra quotes from Devana’'s work
which seems to have been written about 1400 A. D. under the patronage of a Karnata king.
His guru was Rudra or Rudrata honoured by the scholars at the courts of the Andhra,
Karnata, Maharastra, Gauda, Gurjara and Gwalior.3 In the evolution of Purvaranga of
Bharata, (Chapter V.) which was restricted to the exhibiton of a drama great modifications
have been made as time went by. About 1400 A. D., quite a modern system of combination
of dance, instrument, and vocal music came into vogue and the oldest description of it
available is found in Devendra’s work, then in the Sangitadarpana of Damodara and after-
wards in Sangltamakaranda of Veda. Devendra was a profound scholar in grammar, logic,
and mlmamsa and frequently quotes from the opinions of scholars of the Andhra and Karnata
countries." Muktavali seems to be defferent from the two books named.

suH SRR im N 21
This Ganapati was regarded as a great patron of letters, especially sanglta and probably as an author too. Hstn®ira
a Icing of SSkambhari extols him in his Sxngarahara (a fine work In sanglta and natya).
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Balabodhana — This appears to be a commentary on Bharata’s Natyasastra and
seems to have been composed about 1350 A.D. and the work is not mentioned elsewhere. On
the Natyasastra of Bharata, {i.e., the Satsahasri), Udbhata, Lollata Saiikuka, Ghantaka,
Klrtidhara, Abhinavagupta, Jagadekamalla, Srlrarigaraja have commented. Abhinavagupta’s
is the best among them. Srlrarigaraja is referred to as Bhasyavyakhyala by Achyutaraya
of Vijayanagar (1530—1544 A.D.) in his work on the tala section.” Kumbhakarna <1450 A.D.)
studied completely four of the above commentaries, and Jayana (1240 A.D.) was well
acquinted with Lollata, Klrtidhara and Abhinava. Balabodhana also is not available to us.

Sahgita-Siromani:—is found quoted by Gajapati Narayana (probably of 1700 A.D.)
in his Sahgitanarayana. The manuscripts of Sahgitasiro/nani are found in the Libraries of
the Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal, Calcutta, and of H. H. the Maharajah of Bikanir.
Both of them are incomplete. The Society’s copy extends over the gita section alone. The
first leaf of this manuscript gives the beginning of a different work on tala and has no connec-
tion with the text of Sahgitasirrnani.

One of the colophons reads

The copy in the library of H. H. The Maharajah of Bikanir extends over sections
or prabandha (musical composition) and prakirna miscellaneous. Somesvara and his son
Jagadekamalla are mentioned frequently as they are the great authorities on prabandha
compositions. If the whole work is available it would surely form a noble addition to the
Library of Music.

KumbhakarnaThe Rajaput king of Citrakuta next deserves our notice. He wrote
his Sahgitaraja in 1449 A. D, and Gitagovivdavyakhya and Chandi grammar a few years
earlier. He waged great and long wars with the various Mahammadan Sultans in Hindustan.
His work in Sariglta comprises five books of four sections each, and four chapters to each
section. Thus eighty chapters cover 16000 Granthas where the first two books form about
half the whole work." A study of his work reveals that he very closely followed Sarrigadeva
and supplemented the ideas from Abhinavagupta, Vipradasa, Asoka, Devendra, Madana and
Panditamandali. In book four. Nrtta, he copiously copies from Vipradasa and in Prabhan-
dhas (Desi), he follows Panditamandali. He enters into Sastric discussions so well mastered
by Abhinava. Gitagovindatika and Sahgitaraja are mentioned by his son and daughter in

inscriptions about 1480 A. D.

It is most singular and surprising to see that a king called Kalasena, son of Tama-
raja, contests the authorship of Sahgitaraja and Gitagovindatika as well. The body of the
whole work remains the same while wherever the name of Kumbhakarna and his numerous
titles appear there we find the name of Kalasena and his more numerous titles which are
almost parallel in expression frequently found in the long and short colophons. For instance
Kumbha lived at Citrakuta while Kalasena at Brahmadri, both of which were turned into

1. In the commentary on liis own Taladbi, Ach) utarSya says on the sloUa -
Tmnq a#fifcT: i nrsrifsm ~ i



earthly paradise. Both the kings defeated a number of Hindu and Mahammadan Kkings.
Kalasena, in addition to Kumbha’'s qualifications, was an author of Dramas in Telugu, Kana-
rese and Maharastra and a good musician (both vocal and instrumentalj. His wife was a fine
accomplished lady while his scholarly mother was Jaksmambika. The places that Kumbha
conquered extend in Rajaputana and Central provinces; Kalasena's are in Mahratta country,
while a few are in western part. From the incomplete mention of Kalasena and his discovery
of Sahgitaraja., the date of his accession is given as 1506 A. D. This assigns to him the
beginning of the new century while Kumbha'’s authorship was mentioned in 1480 in two inscrip-
tions. What right had Kalasena to have Sahgitaraja ascribed to his name fifty years after
its composition ? It may ingeniously be suggested that ancestors, or some scholar in his
father’s court, an ancestor of his court poet, might have composed the work and the dedi-
cation of it to Kumbha probably not having much benefit was ascribed once more to
Kalasena. Whatever the theories may be the fact remains to the infamy of Kalasena that
he got the work ascribed to him. Kumbha, it is rumoured, was the real author, but one
Mandana (probably MandanasTitradhara who wrote a work on Silpa under Kumbha's patro-
nage) composed Sahgitaraja in his master's name. Such stories are current with every case
of royal authorship, though a few cases may not be false. For our purpose Kumbha's

authorship of Sahgitaraja has been assumed. Claim of Kalasena is a fitting case for decision
of a full bench of scholars.

Vemabhupala, the king of Kondavldu in Andhra country, was the author of Sahgita-
cintamam which was produced about 1400 A. D. He belonged to the royal family of the Reddis
whose seats were Addanki, Kondavldu and Rajahmundry. Verna was a great scholar and
wrote, besides his work on Sahgita, Sa.hityacintam.ani, a good book on poetics and commen-
ted on Amarukasataka and Guthasaptasati of Hala. Great poets like Srmatha and Vamana-
bhattabana flourished in his court. Vadya and Nrtta sections alone in Sahgitacivtamani are
available and this part extends over 6000 Granthas. It is regrettable that the Gita section is
lost. Verna's precise and unambigous exposition is couched in easy and elegant diction.

Jagaddhara, author of Sahgitasarvasva, probably lived about 1500. He mentions
Sahgitavalli, Sahgitasekhara, Natyalocana (of Trilocana) and Natyadarpana (different from
Gunacandra’s work). A manuscript labelled as *ro is thought to be a part of Sahgitasarva-
sva, where the author calls himself Sarasuatidasa and mentions the king Udayavatsa
probably of Orissa or Bengal. This work is based on Ratnakara and portions are poetic
renderings of Kallinatha's commentary. Jagaddhara commented on Malatimadhava and
Mudraraksasa where he quotes from Vas'ihtarajiya of about 1390 A. D.

Subharikara, the author of Sahgitadamodara, lived later than Jagaddhara and wrote
Hastaw-uktdvali to which a commentary was attached by Ghanasyama of Nepal. Sahgitada-*
modara is a small but fine work on various topics on Sahgita Dramaturgy in poetics. In
Sangita there are different schools of thought in India, east and west. Subhaiikara gives
out the position of both and shows a comprehensive and correct knowledge of the subjects
he handles. He mentions two Natyalocanas (Abhinava and Trilocana), two Natyada?'panas
(Gunacandra and an anonymous writer) Natoragl, Sarada (of Saradatanaya) Sahgitachuda-
mani, Ratnakosa (of Sagaranandin), Tumburu Nataka, Nagarasarva&va (of Padma”ri) and
Dhurtasamagama (of Jyotirlsvara dedicated to a Karnatic king of Nepal).
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Natyadarpana:—is a work on NatyasSstra but probably it contains other chapters
as well. The end of the available book contains the following Sloka:—

“ forci; i

It deals with Gatibhedah and Bhramari. The work as obtained is small.

Dattilla-Kohaliyam :—Dattila, a writer on Sahgita, lived in the first century A. D.
Kohala, a pupil of Bharata, lived in the third century B. C. The connection of these two
with the author of Dattila-Kohallyam is an egregious blunder but the work follows closely

Sahgitaratnakara:—
“ CPIr it N N%smrq?7 i n-

thus the author mentions Abhinavagupta.
“ fAcf: | "pftgft~sfa n”

This verse has been found to contain the thought of Haripalika.

The book is important in Vinalaksana. The author’'s name is not found anywhere.
The book was written in 1642 Vikrama era.

Laksmlnarayana wrote Sahgitasuryodaya under the auspices of Krsnadevaraya of
Vijayanagar (1509—1530). .Suryodaya is called Laksmanabharata and unhappily works
labelled as Matahgabharata in Tanjore Palace Library are parts of Suryodaya. Laksmana
alludes to Anupaprabandha which, if it refers to AnHpasimha. can carry him earlier than the
sixteenth century. Laksmana’s work deals with Tala, Prabandha and Nrtta. He omits
Raga section. He names one hundred new Talas in his own name as Desi talas. His father
Vitthala wrote a Telugu commentary on Ratnakara where he speaks of his father as a
recepient of 3000 tolas of gold from Giazuddin, Sultan of Mandva in Guzerat. Laksmana in
naming the Karanas in Tandavanrtta changes Gahgavataranam of Bharata into Krsnava-
taranam referring to Krsnaraya. This king was a great patron of letters and a great warrior.
Great poets who lived in this century belong to Krsnaraya, including Achyuta his brother
and Ramadevaraya his son-in-law. The author of Sahgitasuryodaya is a brahmin. Here and
there in his work he adds new points. The first chapter being very big deals with Dhruva viz.
Tala and in the third chapter he describes Gandharasvara-murchana in the following words:—

12 / $ni i o OEra g ~ =i

In Adhyaya five all Prayogas are given; in it he gives the following five kinds not
mentioned by others. They are Tarkish, Kharasana, Parsvaja,Mrdatrana, Lataka and
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Anasiyadhana. These are six kinds used in North and Western India. The author states
some details regarding them:—
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Achutaraya, the brother of Krisnar&ya, was a king of Vijayanagar after the
death of the latter in 1530. Achyuta wrote Talakalavardhi, a very good critical work on
Talas. He discusses every theory till then current quoting Sahgitacandrodaya, Manidar-
pana, Vidyavinoda, Caturasabhavilasa, Talakalavilasa, Nrttacudamani, Katyayana,
Sahgitarnava, Rangaraja’s Bharatabhasya. All these works are now extinct. While others
mention these works, Achyuta actually quotes from these books ; their existence therefore can
be vouchsafed. In the middle of the work it is said that one Somabhatta wrote this work.
The work is accompanied by a Telugu commentary. Whether Somabhatta wrote the original
work in Achyuta’'s name or only its Telugu commentary, cannot be determined. Achyuta
lived itll 1543 A. D. It is a small work of great interest to scholars of research.

SomanSrya of Astavadhana is probably Somabhatta mentioned above or at least the
pupil of Sltarama under whom Somabhatta studied. Somanarya wrote Svararagasudharasa
and NatyaCudamani. He tries to devise a new method of classifying Ragas into ninty-six
Melas, which classification was discarded even by his contemporaries.

Ramamatya, author of SvaramelakajanidM lived about 1550 and wrote under Aliya
Ramaraya who died in his old age on the battle-field of Ta'ikota. The small work dealing
with Oita subject alone has departed from older classification of Ragas in introducing nineteen
Me\as or classes of Ragas with certain characteristic divisions of seven Svaras. He enume-
rates the kinds of Vinas used in his days and explains Raja classes (Melas) with reference to
them. He talks of Svayambhu tones (Sub-tones) on strings, which was accepted by Vitthala
and Srikantha, his younger contemporaries. His popularity was so great that he became

practically an authority on Rajas and it excited Verikatamakhi, a hundred years later, to
pour fourth his vehement vituperation on Rama’s fame.

(Pandarlka) Vitthala, was a great Sahgita author who lived about 1560—70. He
belonged to Sivaganga Village in Karnata and wrote several works. In his Nartananirnaya
he confined himself to eighteen Srutis instead of twenty-two according to Bharata. In his
Candrodaya or Ratvakara he describes three kinds of Vinas and alludes to Svayambhu tones
on the strings. He classifies Ragas into one hundred classes (Melas).
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Srlkantha flourished in the court of Satru™alya of Jain Dynasty—which ruled
over Jamnagar in Guzerat. The manuscript of Rasakaumudi, f&rlkantha's work) is dated
1583 though his patron Satrusalya ru]ed till 1600 A. D. The author says:—

Rasakaumudi, called Natya-sastra is composed of Sahgita and Sahitya each containing five
chapters. The first five chapters deal with all sections of Sahgita, viz., Gita, Vadya and
Nrtta in a very compendious manner. He describes also three Vinas current in his day and
classifies Ragas into fifteen Melas. He refers to Svayambhu tones which his father proved to
him by experiment. He was the pupil of Rapadeva. Srlkantha is verbose and periphrastic in
diction and more poetry is found in him than the Gastric way of thought in discussions.

Mela and Madhya mela and these two further, he devides into Sarvaikaragame\as.
He describes Anumahdrasvara. His Vina is very well analysed. He calls Patapahcama

as example.
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He describes all Hastavyaparas on Vinas on these two Vinas and describes Ragas
in eleven groups.

Next comes Somanatha, author of Ragavibodha to our notice. He wrote his work in
1609 and added a commentary to it. It is said that he is an author of a Mimamsa work but
it is still to be proved. He has described Rudravina, Suddha and Madhyamela Vinas at length.
Ragavibodha treats of Gita subject alone, comprising Svara, Vina, Mela, Prastara and impor-
tant Ragas. He has given twenty-three Melas as predominent out of nine hundred and sixty
and in playing certain Ragas on his Vina he has created new signs for their modes of fingering.

Ramananda:— He is the author of Rasamalika in three chapters. In the third
chapter he defines human character and in the first two chapters he illustrates Svaras. His

definitions appear to be peculiar.

Raghunatha, the king of Tanjore, produced his Sahgitasudha about 1620 A. D.
The town of Tanjore is said to have been built under his able minister, Govindadiksita, who
seems to have assisted the king in the composition of Sahgitasudha. The work as available
is incomplete and takes us through Gita section in Svara, Gita, Raga, Prakirna and Pra-
bandha topics. Raghunatha was a great scholar in Sanskrit and Telugu and had geniuses in
his court in both sexes. A number of Kavyas in Telugu and Sanskrit were even produced by
him and his court poets who are entitled to rank. Karnata music attained its highest
glory under his patronage. He describes Vinas (Suddha and Madhyamela type) and then
introduces his own kind, a modified form of Madhyamela. He names fifteen Melas as impor-
tant and gives details of fiifty Ragas which were popular in his day. He was fond of Nata-
raga. In the Raga section Raghunatha defines two hundred and sixty-four Ragas as given
out but not explained by Samgadeva based upon the works of Nandi, Bharata, Matanga,
Madhava, Yastika, Sarngadeva and Vidyaranya. Then he proceeds to deal at length with
fifty Ragas in current use. To give the correct SvaraSruti value to them, he classified them
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into fifteen Melas. beginning with Nata. But what are those current Ragas ?mHe names
and describes them with their Melas. Since what time are they current? Is it from the
times of Bharata, Matanga or Sarngadeva or still later ? He says:—

that is, he selects Ragas in frequent use (Pracuraprayoga) from the days of Vidyaranya and
goes on giving details. Ignoring the use of Ablative case (agranibhyah and arabhya)
a few opine that the fifteen Mela classification was borrowed by Raghunatha fi'eng Vi*lyara-
nya. Mela system was current only from 1540 A. D. In older days Jati classmca’Nioh;'existed
and later on, at least in Northern India, Ragas were arranged into sexes, male, female and
neuter classes where the weaker sex followed the male in the chief characteristics. Six, eight,
ten and twelve Ragas are treated as husbands who possess each six to ten wives. The musi-
cian is directed by the shape each Raga is said to assume. This classification appealed to the
emotional side but Melas aimed at precision in Srutis for each Raga, which itself is possible
on a regulated Vina which always changed with each author till it was finally fixed by
Govinda about 1700 A. D. a comparatively unknown man who made a permanent instrument.

Nagamalla, the king of Jyotipur "Jodhpur) wrote his Nagendra Sahgita about 1700
A. D. He wrote it for songstress and dancer, Rapini and Kusumavatl and has touched
upon several later phases of dancing, unknown in Southern India.

Vehkatamakhin of about 1630 A. 1). lived in the court of Vijayaraghava, son of
Raghunatha of Tanjore, noticed above. Vehkatamakhin was son of Govindadlksita, Raghu-
natha’'s minister, and younger brother of Yajnanarayana, a good Sanskrit poet and a great
musical composer. Venkata was a great MImariisa and Advaita scholar. In his Caturdaridi-
prakasa he recognises Suddha and Madhya Mela Vinas and introduces his own Vehkata-
dhvari Vina which came into disuse probably in his lifetime. He is said to have founded seven-
ty-two Melas which he arrives at by permutations of variable Svaras while he reduced the
Vikrtis to only five in number which was done by the author of Ragasagara before him.
But his malicious attack of Ramamatya, who lived about a century before him, is absolutely
unprovoked and proclaims his gross ignorance of Rama’s basis of Melas. Unpardonable
errors, as Venkata claims, are common even to Raghunatha whose work is attributed by him
to his own father, whom he calls a shepherd, not of course the divine one who saved all man-
kind. Caturdandi deals in ten chapters with Gita (Prabandha) and Tala portions of Sahgita.

About 1630 Damodara, author of Sahgitadarpana, hails from the Maharatta
country. His w'ork in five chapters deals with Gita, Tala and Nrtta, and in the last section
several new phases of dancing, probably imitated from the Mughal courts, are given promi-
nence. It is a small work of great merit. Veda, the pupil of Ananta, son of Damodara, has
given us Sahgitamakaravda wherein he develops Damodara’s dancing postures and adds

several more current in his day. He was patronised by king Shahi, father of the celebrated
&ivaji and thus he may be considered as a Maharatta scholar.

Govinda, the author of Sahgrahacudamani, should find a glace in our notices, though
he is neither a king nor attached to any royal court and himself a poor scholar in Sanskrit.
His whereabouts and time are not known. But it is he who made all the modifications in



Vina now in use and settled seventy-two Melakartas once for all. Some of the mnemonic
names of the Melah are ungrammatical and the grammar of the Raga definitions is very
poor. Yet the new terms and construction of the Vina have survived to this day and the
latter is capable of challenging the most scientific instruments of the West. Govinda probably
flourished between 1680 to 1700 somewhere in South India. He was a Telugu Brahman by birth

King Tulaja of Tanjore (1729—1735) wrote Sahgitasaramrta mostly in Sanskrit
prose on all the three sections of Sahgita. He quotes Vema, Vitthala and Ramamé&tya
among later writers. He enumerates twenty-one Melas beginning with Sriraga, his favourite
one. In several places he departs from Caturdandiprakasa and imports new modifications.

Balarama of Malabar wrote a treatise on Nrtta about 1760 A. D. He brought great
innovation in the science of Nrtta. Evidently he has introduced minute shades of action and
its uses in Ahgikabhinaya and if the work is completely written or available, it would extend
to over 20,000 Granthas. Such voluminous works as Kohaliya, Bharatarnara, DeMvrtta-
samudra perished only by their unwieldy bulk.

Ahobala wrote his Sahgitaparijata in the latter half of the 17th century. The chief
merit of his work lies in that he gives the lengths and intervals of frets on Vina which he
defines. He describes about fifty current Ragas.

Bhavavioeka is a small book written by a Malayali whose name is not mentioned.
It consists of beautiful definitions on Bhavas.

Sahgitasaroddhara:— It was composed by Ranganatha of Srlrangapattana near
Mysore about 1750. He is a good Vedic scholar. He follows Bharata. He quotes Narada
and Svaramelakalanidhi. He describes Sahgita from Veda and gives quotations to maintain
his theory. His book is important in furnishing Vedic quotations. The remaining portion
of the book is ordinary and follows Bharata.

Paramesvara is the author of Vinalaksana in six chapters, a very small work treating
of the Vind, its fingering, produces in ten Melas, thirty Ragas. It is a modern work written
about 1750. He says that he is proficient in Astrology (Mantrasastra) and Philosophy.

Vicitrakatunudi:— This is a small work written by an unknown person. To com-
pare with any other book the following beginning is quoted :—
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The poet describes Kailasa and "iva as teaching Natyasastra to Devas. In the course
of his teaching he takes up this work which contains nine points
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He gives the details from Kohala for all the nine points. He gives Pindibandhas
in detail and closes with the following verse:
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Bhara.takalpala.ta :— It is a work of this century consisting of several new things
e. g., seventy-two forms of Melakartas, thirty-six kinds of Ragas and a host of definitions of
various items. The editor of the book borrowed from a work probably a century old. His
Melakartas we have utilised in this edition, though difference of names exists in similar works.

Jagann&thamalla:— He is a modern writer on music. There is an ancient writer (1150
A. D.) of the same name and a confusion has arisen as to the authorship of the portions quoted.

SahgltanarUyana and Sahgitasarani, works of doubtful authorship, are not noticed
in the above list, a few great works, like Kundalimanidarpana, Vinarahasya, Kohalamata,
Vartika etc., though known to exist, could not be obtained. Pancamasara-samhita
SahgitaSekhara, Sahgitavidya, which are of course small works fin Bengal), and Sahgitakal’
palata, Sahgitamahodadhi, Hastamuktavali and its commentary, Sahgitasarasahgraha;
Sahgitaloka (of Nepal), Sarvasahgitasara (of N&diad,, Talacandrika, Nrttaratnakara (of

Malabar) have eluded our grasp. Posterity may be more fortunate to acquire them and
improve our maiden attempt.

I will be failing from my duty if 1 do not thank, before the conclusion of this
introduction, the following distinguished personalities from whom | received manuscripts for
the present voluminous edition of Bharata-kosa. All of them are Maharajas such as

H. R. H. The Maharaja of Nepal, H. H. The Maharaja of Bikanir, H. H. The Maharaja of
Baroda and H. H. The Maharaja of Travancore.

| must also acknowledge the help that I received from the following librarie
library of Lahore, the library of Jodhpur, the library of Bikanir and the Asiatic Society of
Bengal and the B.O.R. Society of Poona. 1 should like to mention the libraries that helped
me greatly in this connection such as the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras;

Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Trivandrum; Palace Library, Tanjore and the
Government Oriental Library, Mysore.

It is not beside the mark to mention some owners of manuscripts in Malabar and a

host of gentlemen who happened to own manuscripts in Sanskrit and Prakrt languages,
Tamil, Telugu, Kannada and Malayalam.

In getting the work through the press my thanks are also due to Mr. V.
Narasimhatatacbari, Siromani, who worked as a Research Student very brilliantly during
the period. Finally I must also thank Mr. K. Dakshinamurthy M.A., B.O.L. for his able
assistance in the preparation of this introduction.

TIRUPATI t M. RAMAKRISHNA KAVI.
6—10—1951 {
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