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INTRODUCTION.

The second Volume of the Natyasastra of Bharata with the
commentai'y of Abhinavagupfa of Kashmir is now presented to
the public as No. LXVIIt of the Gaekwad’s Oriental Ser? sav
after a lapse of nearly eight years since the first Volume
published.

The publication of this volume is thus long overdo *
The delay was caused partly by a series of adverse circumstai =
ces purely personal and partly by the imperfection of th
available material. Though the text has been fairly fixed
according to Abbinavagupta's recension, the commentary is
full of clerical errors, and the discovery of fresh material
obtained for the text and the commentaries created a necessity
for a complete revision of the press-copy prepared some years
ago. It may be assured with confidence that the subsequent;
volumes will appear in quick succession.

From time immemorial Bharata’s work is considered
authoritative on the science of Natya. In spite of the fact
that Bharata treated dramaturgy in extenso, he had to summa-
rise the general principles of gita and nrtya in order to add an
element of grace in dhruvagana and purvarangavidhi. Though
the two latter subjects are only auxiliaries to Natya, Bharata
gave them such a comprehensive shape that the writers on
those sister sciences had looked upon him as their aixthority.
Bharata has not dealt with ragas. For in his exhaustive
enumeration of jatis where any of the 68 svaras can be chosen
as amsa svara he has made the field of ragas so wide that it
covers almost every raga in the world:—

He left the choice of a particular raga to the sutradhara
himself as befits the occasion. Thr ‘ " in nrtya



produce endless variety in each sort are left to the actors
to frame new poses without detriment to rasa and which
have possibility of use in actual life. Bharata has condemned
the use of aiigikabhinaya for actors of uttama or great sattvic
type. Aiigika is intended for adhama characters and to some
extent it is tolerated in the madhyamn also. So the standpoint

of Bharata makes him reject much of the technical side of
iglta and nrtya.

The school of Nandikesvara seems to be older than

larata’s and from the available works bearing on Nandin, one
tempted to say, that he has developed conventional side of
atya, sanglta and nrtya to a remarkable degree Bharata
seems to have rejected much of Nandin’s technique and accepted
only such forms as are really found in actual life or just to
suit the theatrical conventions which he calls natya-dharmi.
Between the two schools of realistic and conventional principles
Kohala and Matanga seem to follow Bharata at the same time
bringing in extraneous forms that are in vogue on the conven-
tional side, of course basing their authority on Bharata himself
as having given sanction by his expression- A few examples
are cited below to place the matter in a clearer form:

1. (Ch. 37-18)

This covers sanction for all kinds of conventional or aesthe-
tic matter that was introduced by Kohala.

a. g%oesf*m*roiir i

sjTHifticT TCOPRIT iVIRT (IX. 219 to 221)

Here the first and the last lines when the meaning is

extended embrace the large field of vartanas, kalasas and
chalakas.*

*

Importance of 50 chalakas given by Kohala is emphasised 1
by Vema:—



3. (a) srafrsRsrsmshr (XXV-47.)
(b) SIFTRATAMW::
Matanga bases his madhupas or foot-poses upon the above
sanction .*
4. n:-? »T7fftfrr 5rf*rrarw%5  (1X-277)
The word ‘bhramarakeshu cha ’ is said to
bhramaris.f
ft'
Here srsrPT” sanctions extra five asanas—gatagata, v
motita, vinivartita and pronnata.
6. ar“qr™fg- I
wfrFsqr: sr*Tl—;[]jni n (VI111-39.)
This verse leaves room for various movements of head,
but only eleven in addition were enumerated by others as,
Samara, Nairajitam, Unnatam, Tiryannatonnatam, Ski
dhanatam, Aratrikam, Parsvabhimukham, Uddhutam, Sakamp
parivahitam, Sakampadhutam, Parsvakampitam.
In reality these are the combinations of the fourteen kin
given by Bharata.

7. g =5rh?*r¥n 1
g JT-igjTfrw: I
st fansf i
=T crer Wird jer I (XXXI11-435.)

The slokas recognise what are called suddha ragas 5 or 7
as the interpretation of different readings depends, But Matanga
guotes Bharata's text as :(—

* Knowledge of Desi-sthanas is deemed essential even in Natya
Vema Bays:—
«rat “afar™~T/r it
Sfar
Ir™r ~Arfgr .



I3 NST: I
*m *rroTTt?rsta sthust 3 *Bjrn |l
-afR stttr; g i
frar |
Thus it can be seen that, Bharata’s treatment of the subject

is comprehensive even in the auxiliary subjects of sanglta
and nrtya.

Abhinavagupta under the sublime teachings of his master,
Bhatta Tota, has fixed the limits of-Natya and rejected such
matter as strictly belongs to the province of music and dancing
arts. He criticises his previous commentators in the light of his
own theory whenever they had overstepped the boundaries of
natya and fallen into the allied grounds. His conception of
natya is very liberal and aesthetic, but it rejects all musical

"“mas; for Bharata in his opinion has recognised only ten kinds
Betwe<ramat*C comPos” Ons- accordance with his theory such
Kohali8g e8 which were said to possess wider significance to include
Iprinfaces and flourishes in gita and nrtya by authors like Matanga
tional ear™er commentators, are explained by Abhinava to apply
ms haiy Natya. Thus his text slightly differs from that of the
are fers which he points out or criticises. It is the difference in

iterpretation that gave rise to various recensions. Variants in
he text are also created by various other causes, viz., wrong
eciphering, scholars filling up the omissions if letters are lost,
tic tholars correcting the scribal errors, etc. Though every
opy of Bharata’s text abounds in errors of this description,
interpretative differences alone constitute the difference in
recension. Besides the two above influences the readers or
commentators have added a number of slokas from Kohala
and other writers wherever they are explanatory to Bharata’s
exu’yptic and terse expression. Such additions are plenty in the
chalakas* ~va (Oh. 31) * and Avanaddha (Ch. 34).

---------------- RECENSIONS**'

* Importanc . , " .
* 5 -ociiictiori to trie first * wo licMG alees-
by Verna: theories a,I\r" "V. > =
5% 1

N



available materials. It may be understood that they are at best
only theories. But we see no reason to'abandon them even
after obtaining a few more copies of the text recently. The
following few hints regarding the recensions may be of some use
to the scholars who carry on research in the science of Natya.
There are two main recensions with greater difference purely on
exegetic principles. The older recension, so called because the
lolder commentators have used it, was followed by Udbhata and
iLollata. The later recension seems to have been adopted by
I k5ankuka, Klrtidhara and was actually used by Abhinavagupta.
. Undoubtedly, the merit decides the question in favour of the
llater version. For Abhinavagupta's sole aim is to make the work
jof Bharata completely, based upon the principle of rasa ; while
Nandin and Kohala have imported greater conventions from
iglta and nrtya into natya. i. e, in ordinary pai'lance they have
made the science of stage rather unnatural or more conventional.
Both of these recensions have on the other hand longer and shorter
versions. Udbhata seems to have followed a shorter version
while Lollata appears to have used the longer of the older
recension. Similarly Klrtidhara appears to have followed the
longest of the later recension while Grhantaka seems to have
used the shortest. These are only tentative theories based
upon certain remarks made in the Abhinavabharati, other
commentaries and various works on sanglta and natya. In
giving the variants we have followed strictly even from the first
volume the principle of recensions. Our da (?) represents the
longest of the older recension, while ta (5) and dha (3) represent
"he shortest. Cha () represents Abhinavagupta's recension.
While ma (*T) is the longest and bha (*T) represents the shortest
,of the later version wherein the whole work extends over only
'32 Chapters.

The following differences, only a few out of the many, may
give some idea as to the extent of the recensional alterations
that the text has undergone. *

* Chapter and number of the slokas are according to our edition as
as published and for the unpublished portion Kavyamala oditiou is cited.



1. The first comes towards the close of the fifth Chapter in
laying out dhruvas for a certain anga of Chitrapurvaranga which
is not commented upon by Abhinava. He thinks that it was
borrowed from Nandikesvara’s work. However acknowledging it
as extraneous he has given a summary of Chitrapurvaranga in
Chapter XXIX. For one of the greater authorities on Natya,
i. e., KTrtidhara, has done so*  Similarly he has given purport
for five classes of 96 ragas as classified by Durga and Yastika
in Chapter XXIXf and also conventional hastas given by Nandi-
kesvara in Chapter XXV. %

2. Abhinava’s text reads the whole of the Upangabhinaya
in Chapter I1X while all other versions break after the 222nd
stanza of our text and put the remaining matter as Chapter X.

3. In Chapter XII verses 229 to 234 are not given in
Abhinava’s text while all others have given them.

4. In Chapter XV of Abhinava’s text many of the metres
are defined in quantities of guru and laghu while in other ver-
sions ganas or three lettered quantities are given-

5. In Chapter XVI laksanas thirty-six in number vary in
metre and definition and the definitions of the gums also vary
in the two sets.

* Abhinava says: — <T?
w W Si,

{ II(XX1X) “ We have not actually wit-

nessed that (form of piirvaraiiga) as shown by Kirtidhara from Nandin as
authoritative.”

Matanga recognises it when he says:—TMT*?TITZTAOTA?T
I (Bri. page 87)

t Abhinava recognising Kasyapa’s viniyoga of ragas closes the 28th
Chapter thus:—* Fl
gfftrcfor rr*qlRf raw ”
T (XXV-1B0) or~”
(Chs. 22 to 25) %"

(XXV-130)



6. In Chapter XVII which treats of Bhasavidhana, Sam-
buddhi-vidhi and Kakuvidhana in Abhinava’s text all the three
subjects go in one Chapter while in others the Chapter closes
after Bhasavidhi and therefore Vakya and Ivaku are treated in a
fresh adhyaya.

7. In Chapter XVIII Vithyangas are given in Abhinava's text
under the treatment of Vithi itself while in one of the texts, that
is, in bha Ms. (*T) it is given under Bharatlvrtti in Chap. XX.
Abhinava reads the lasyaiigas in the sandhyanga chapter (Ch.
X1X) while all others define them under bhana, in the 18th
Chapter. *

* Ten lasyiirigas (fascinating poses generally of the heroine acc
nied with or without song and action under strong erotic emotion) are
prescribed in the bhana. Most of Ihe Mss. give 12 instead of 10, Lasyaiigas
strictly come under conventions (Natyadharml) of natya but as they are
pleasing to the audience Bharata has adopted them in the drama proper. Oar
bha Ms. (*T) does not give them and it may be inferred that the commen-
tator who used that recension did not recognise the lasyaiigas on the stage as
they are not found in the real world. But Abhinava has accepted them with
great caution importing the most aesthetic phase of them into the delicate
deportment of the heroine on the stage. Later on in Chapter XXXI he holds
that they are more useful in various angas of purvaraiiga. As different
scholars have differently conceived thoir use on the stage their definitions
have also varied. Bharata defined them in Chapter X1X and gave their mode
of action in conjunction with tala in Ch. XXXI. Thus their interpretation
depends on the mutual combination of their definition and action. Definitions
of one or two lasyaiigas as found in older and later texts are given below to
lestimate the genius of the commentators :—;

Sthitapathya is defined thus :
Abhinava’s— wgw g I
t (]
Older r e a d i n g : I
err grfc I

In the older reading conditions of the heroine (*fTfAF>r"?IT:) are not
given and whether the pathya is in Sanskrit or Prakrit is not noted.  Bahu-
chari (various actions ofthe feet) are not commendable inseparationof lovers
(viraha). But this reiding was followed by Saradatanaya. Nanyadeva
follows the interpretation given by Abhinava.



8. The Chapter XXIV of Abhinava called strtpumsopar
is read by all others as prakrtyadhyaya in their XXXIVth

Lasyafiga called Puspagandika is thus defined :—

Abhinava’s:—I ttift rafiivnfa ITM” ctzto.l

JI Ms:-—2 «Tg fqft'j gsr iffcPITattlITO ~ |

fere: 33~ *tt I
N MsI— 55T06T \
*BsTIRTg T S5«I»ritfir ||
< Ms (Saiikuka’s reading) frTTR TSffawifa AraranrflTerfC. |
5 fefevn gsgm*”" a

Here Bharata in depicting the action says “ tatraikam paurusam slokarn
samavrttam prayojayet” which means the ideas in the sloka must be manly
and not soft and delicate as of a woman. Abhinava accepts manly actions

even in the female garb ; but allows all kinds of vrttas ; Sankuka’s reading
does not differ much from it.

In the second variant dance or action seems to be more prominent than
gita and vadya. Jaya and ICumbhakarna follow this reading.

In the third variant she plays in a male attire to please her maids and
sings in Sanskrit.

As masculine action is insisted on the nayika, it may be said that piithya

may be in Sanskrit. But scholars like Nanyadeva recommend Prakrit
where he says —

erisuntci %<3 jfiw i

nm SRTsmwrft \

Vol 111-65 (of our Ms.)

When delicate emotions have to be depicted in its dainty airs Prakrit

is most appealing to the heart rather than harsh Sanskrit whose beauty lies
more in the intellectual grasp of suggestion or dhvani.

Vemabhupala, a follower of Lollata’s school of thought, defines the same
as follows:—



Chapter. Even in this case the Chapter closes with the 74th
verse of the Kavyamala edition and the rest of the matter
printed there is given in the 35t,h Chapter by Abhinava.

9. Chapter XXVI1 of Abhinava called prakrti-vikalpana is
read by others in the 34th Chapter. The verses are arranged in
different order in different texts.

10. In Chapter XXVIII the definitions of the jdtis are given
in prose by Abhinava, while in other texts they are in the arya
metre. Towards the end of the Chapter XXVIII viniyoga of the
18 jatis in dhruvagana is given in only one recension (*T) which is
probably of Klrtidhara. Abhinava does not give it.

11. In Chapter XXIX definitions vary and in Abhinava’s
text arohi and avarohi alankaras are not defined while other texts
do so.* Matanga has quoted a large extract from Bharata on

rfgr ~ jj swTT3wrrN?rqc i
Tigm: crn =i
trFfTrca? rrr i
armsr sroir m'- \
srgsfrtT o'y i
Jrrf?STTg% -7 miil srarlrsrar™ 1l
Q5T wWwW i

T <t N *TT7TSY0'$ nriwaFar ||
3T Tr dw?TC«Sffo* STR™q; |
qsr 3 i
Here according to this school there is a regular climax in manly deport-
ment till it ends in Aviddhacharis as against Sakumaracharis.
* Abhinava thus comments:—Ptwhgnffr (XX1X-22)
TAEINTflg N i TOn&ft
q«JrPt 55i°rm!, asirfa
srfawFTH i
Number of alankaras differs in different versions. Older recension quoted
by Matanga has :
wifaerr* i
*T reads:—3T55|iKr*jJ A"TY%5T\srft?T *Rf%rr! |
<Qreads: - 3T5fT*TSrgi%re T ero?T wnfclT: |
*2



this point and his reading agrees with other versions than
Abhinava's. (Brhaddesi Cf. Verses 125-170, pp. 43 to 47).

12. In Chapter 30 one more verse is added after the firs
Mss. ya (*T) and ma (*T) which is not found even in Abhinava's
text. It was probably an interpolation by Klirtidhara. *

18. Chapter XXXI differs both in the number of verses and
in definitions in Abhinava’s and other texts. For example, what
is stated in a sloka in Abhinava as a rule is accompanied by
explanatory verses in other versions. For instance after 299th
verse of the Kavyamala edition there is a lacunae of 100 verses
in other texts while in Abhinava’s it is only 50. f

14. In Chapter XXXII definitions and examples for twelve
more dhruvas are given in other texts and they are omitted in
Abhinava's. }

* ftINTOTftreiTTOFnitaTr: |
etar %er f| gorw wf* fsramq; 1L

The verse recognises only nine kinds of flutes and not fourteen as they
were then in vogue. They are (1) Manuvamsa of tri-sthayin, (2) a. Sada-
nana, b. Muni and c. Yasu for tara-sthayin and (3) a. Nathendra, b. Maha-
nanda and c. Eudra for madhyisthayin, and (4) Aditya and Visvamurti for
mandrasthdyin.  The limitation into nine forms was not liked by Abhinava-
gupta who always sees that Bharataliksana embraces endless varieties. The
existence of this verse in it is vouchsafed by Nanyadeva who says :

nsj gvraip i

t The difference is due to the additional matter like the various kinds of
chatuspada and their definitions and usage. Bharati uses the technical terra
chatuspada with reference to purvaranga in Chapters 4 and 5 (pages 20.i-
229 Vol 1). Its varieties strictly come under dhruva prosody. Hence it was
included in most of the copies of the text.

%Prabhavati, Mala, Sachika, Malatl, Mrgi, Surabhimukhl, vaiitagatin,
Ratih, Bhujagamukhl, Drutagatih, Navamala and Vibhrarna, besides Nalini*
Madhnkarika. These are but the various kinds of gatha-vrtta.  Bharata has
not recognised matravrttas or gathas in dhruvagana as they involve laya-
bhangas of minute distinction. Layabhangas come strictly under Desitala

though Abhinava defines the main divisions of them in Chapter 31 and points
out th eir usage in Chapter 12,



IB. Chapter XXXIII is read with Ch. XXXII in all other
texts while in Abhinava’s it forms a separate Chapter.

16. Definitions given for 18 jatis in Chapter XXXIV differ in
Abhinava’s text while in others they seem to be more elaborate. *

17. In Chapters XXXV and XXXVI subject-matter differs
in Abhinava’s and other texts.

18. Abhinava’s text ends with Chapter XXXVII while most
ofthe othersend in XXXVI. The apparent reason for extension
of the number, seems to be the introduction of the 36 tattvas one
for each Chapter by Abhinava and the commentary of the 37th
is headed by the verse indicating anuttaram dliama of the
Pratyabhijna school.

3?i™rMrorr

ghfir &7 i
vim Al
It may be added that Bharata looks upon the science of
Natya as an ariga to vedic rites allowing all its aesthetic
profundity. His treatment of purvaranga (Chs. 4, 5 29, 31,
32, 34.) and ofsaptagltas (Ch. 31.) amply illustrates his conception.

Nandin sees an agamic vein in nrtya, glta and natya. Abhinava
maintains in a high degree the vedic and aesthetic aspects of

* For example the definition of Vancifcika or Urdhvakostha is gi\
thus —
Abhinava.
srrsir 37 irrcr 1
SUfrrBfafirfHTffr Il Nepal ms.
rff sr 1
ni“oTFITNW! g 1

1 * Older recension.,.



natya viewing it from a psychological perspective, while others
mix them up to produce only the pictorial effect.*

* Even in the commentary Abhinava is strictly scrupulous in offel
additional explanations from the practical side to many of the definitions of
Bharata which do not place a practitioner in possession of all details required.
The sage-like commentator draws his extra material from vartikas and not
from the current practice of his day. For it is possible that time may bring
upon alterations though imperceptibly in certain movements. Bharata’s
purvaranga bestows upon the audience both drsta and adrssta phala
(pleasure and religious merit). In the latter case injunction (vidhi) should
be strictly followed. This applies to karanas and angaharas which find
prominent place in the various avgas of purvaraiiga. The following passages

from Vartika may illustrate the fact that the venerable commentator always
adheres to great authorities :—

Introduction to arigaharas begins thus in Vartika and Abbinava’s
remarks on the same may be compared (Vide Vol. | pages 91 to 93.)

*rrwert il
risr sniurer g i
m srcjRt srafrricn i
**51 SRTJTT IK |
nftftf&fciteCT ii
8§ sfast I
i
r¥ g RUCEAN
«is*rc*rafts vjsrtar ff il
g |
ArTrAR~rflcfr m 1
srermsf?” sfrs” srgr'fffabi
*rateg*>* " ]
«IfH¥?SE5"aTHIN |

st grtstw * i

. fafaf*iwwiiTsfAr iRw 'croqYgtfr u



A few of the major differences that involve difference in
interpretation are given above. There are numberless minor

srrr™NXmsrr r? srscr 1]
fArrMfW rmosrr |

STWArcr*cisrr B M H
OTWsisgrorsT ~msr xf i

£ NcrrwNTNergrnhcef Il
stAtinNsr jthctth: i
ArynRf 3 6% rartw I
Sr>SWr.s*i ATErrr: 'rsr**? A
22T5ftfri?fnr<irTgtsT! rftifWhr* 1

The following Vartika on sthirahasta (first angahara) may be compared
with our commentator’s observations on the same (Vol. I. page 140.)

gponswr: *r«r«i>3Twr fAr: i

are -BT |
SFM?TCA<WIAI3|TEN jj

s 2rr%% gjwr rr<ir ~aHrrwwij; i

*ffjwr gqrg&vni? ~rc'towrf ner A i

3N N«rNeTef?ir srefsn”™rer™ ™l

«H e ifi JrfcT5?2riTWfr~3 Il
srrirar smrirccjj vrier: fsran |
sttt jidt i
W i%crr foreriTfa sgsq M |
rri~rnr~err~Armfer n ™ cir™
ITdfm; srrsn”™rhsg™ A ftoi
srafnfeizrf A
feswgsrras *
?Ntspcfag”Fsfr n AMffAcsrqts™cfT n



differences in each chapter that interpret the text differently-

(a) Talapuspaputa is thus defined in Vartika:—
g 3555" 5 cfAT |
arifor \

rRS*W \

cTc ™ qar ~ |
ssrar™rc qr>i g NJTRcAfj 2%<jt i
gfragwsr®nTsrra?! ~ g”-rar: |
g?R srrfrgfsi g ~N Nl
erru a;sj «r?2r$r™ srt**: 'j'sqjs; N?c: i
arTOSR'TTA ATTTrrrdNCT £l
tigsgwgj fiT r a™iT M ai I
5frcoisriTf% JTfcTSY TOTOTOTT I
3 TTATR ~d t f2qnq |
AZ5EN3 T M A gr>i M Nifrf?rn 1L
32raferrfrrr $rsrr 1
WICoft™: sraPFT* |l
cf. Abhinava’s commentary on Talapuspaputa Vol. I. page 97.
(&) Nrttahasta called Talamukhau is thus defined in Vartika:—
H N =HigNT g ?rat s™MTj™Mnn i

C

cTAg™t stitri *Tar rfAg?#i sete |l
Gf. Abhiaavabharafci Vol. 1. page 71.

(c) Three charis (Dolapada, Akshipta, Aviddha) are thus treatec
Vartika:—

(1) fIfFArTHir AnfM fjra<TT*cT: |
c"T?3 ~rhigeqfj*gpw: n
yitrsir @ g r%dr gr>* TRT ™ cqTrorer a™ei



They are too numerous to mention.

show the kind.

1. In defining nishad/ta hasta Abhinava reads:—

ST RT'AT SfpT JTTOcP I

But older definition is:—

Sffewr *im #i "krrK jj*rgr i
Tr%of ~rtfa i
*r Nifq %oTf f52r; *Nsms”™rrr

Kirtidhara reads:—

friYo-=r: i

wtot ffw isrsw e wer fesfpran

The fourth variant is:—

I€TH i*g”~rr ghrfg”i |
ST Tm(7T[Tr SrqfrqT (]

A few are given below to

(1X-141)

(1X-145)

Of these, Abhinava’s is evidently based upon mudras in
But it is not, at any rate, tl»e product of his own
imagination, for the same definition is given in Visnudharmot-
That work is at least older than Abhinava. The
definition given by Abhinava for Nisadha was given by Kirtidhara

agamas.

tara also.

(=2 $f~crirar g*: |l
WZIimi «rf PRW fc* II
qoqr EFTTISTHI

S fg%"5Ttigr |
5rft*5n%* 3 $fifc«rci=itarcn |l
SIMRITTTA3n%SC: # farT3lor |

grWr grwi~crcsHr » | |

Gf, tlie commentary of Abhinava on the above churls Vol. I11. page U>3



for Vardhamana Jictsta. Abhinava did not admit karavartanas

for Natya and he always tries to construe only a few fine
vartanas or hand-poses into definitions given by Bharata. But

Kirtidhara has recognised vartanas separately from hastas and
he adopted th§ older definition.

2. In assigning the propriety of vrttis among rasas the
following text is adopted by Abhinava:—

zarifq Ri™ t

Ipr. i
ft N

Vv {]],A A
*rm?*sy ~ KT *mWSrTa<ST I

Various other readings are :—

*nr3RFT
N N h f

m*JT g "TiCaWnvraT H
51 fT%: Sffifcfcn&fa 'HT |

qgrFT s i %qr ’\h’\?Cra\Qn«WT I
¥rr %" sarcflsfir >
WTOft ~"Tfq fasNt "OTT~rreqqt*. |l
m\X*kitsg\ <rdr; i

OTSr T %%"T grfc"T"R‘;TSW Il

fITNTT 3 IT*? fasN | ’\RtT’\T’\\grr’\Rr I

Visnudliarmottara has:—

SITOSiynnig -UTHT |

CYr ARTAISITAT \

c?t TTs m » i
ITdT ¥1511% % fM >l

Of these Abhinava gives the best reading. It is partly
supported by the text of Visnudharmottara. Most of the later
writers on Alankara have adopted his reading, but the second
variant (*f) has the support of Kohala which was copied by



Vidyanatha. This difference in interpretation has led to some
divergence of opinions about the vrtti to be employed in
utsrstikanka where Udbhata recognises three, i.e., nyayavrtti
(vrtti of action), anyaya-vrtti (vrtti of no action like Bharatl) and
phala-vrtti. Nyaya-vrtti accoi’ding to Kohala’s reading must be
Kaisiki. Lollata does not recognise phala-vrtti and another com-
mentator probably Sankuka holds that Sattvatl alone is the vrtti
in Utsrstikanka. This difference is due to the reading in the
definition of Sattvatl where the word samasraya (srarsmT) takes
santarasa into consideration according to Kohala Abhinava
holds only Bharatl in Utsrstikanka. Udbhata’s fifth vrtti was not
recognised by any standard writer, and the theory that five
vrttis originally emanated from the five faces of Siva was also
discarded by Sankuka.

3. In the Samavakara-laksana Udbhata reads :

fTrrR vl

But Abhinava has—e
A qif T I
ETrfTH Il

Here Udbhata’s reading fits in for dharma and kiima srngara
while Abhinava’s is justified by the prompt action in satnbhrama
owing to vidrava and fcapata which are sandhyangas in a Samava-

kara.

4. The first sloka according to Abhinava in Chapter XXIX
isi—

The reading of the older set is sadja paTicama. Abhinava’s
reading is consistent with Bharata's statements in Chapters 17
and 29.

A I (XV11-103)
(XXIX 12)



But the reading sadja pancama was adopted by Nanyadeva-

wr?—=* o

Tims Abhiuava’s receusion appears to be an improvement upon
the older texts.

Of the available texts Abhinava’s recension is found in two
copies in the Bhandarkars Institute which served as the
originals for the Kavyamala edition. Both the copies in the
Bikanir Maharaja’s Library fully agree with the two copies of
Poona referred to above. Our Ca () manuscript obtained from
Ujjain was the original copy for the above four texts. Our Ya (*T)
Ms. completely agrees with Ca (*) from Chapters 24-34. Our Ms.
Ya ("T) corresponds mostly with Abhinava’s recension ; mostly
because whenever the commentator points out with some regard
a variant in reading, that is found in this copy. Similarly is the
case with our Pa (*?) Ms. in which variants were already noted.
The complete Mss. in Tanjore Palace Library and the complete
copy of the Mysore Library agree together which are designated
as and IT) in our edition. This recension belongs to older type
but towards the end of the work it agrees with Abhinava’s adop-
tion. The copies in the Adyar Library and the Madras Govern-
ment Oriental Mss. Library all represent most accurately the
older recension, i.e., that followed by Udbhata and Lollata. Of

this type our (*) Ms. which represents 16 Mss. of that type is the
most perfect and faultless and our and 5) Mss.

give a shorter
version even in the older recension.

The Benares edition recently published is based upon the
imperfect copy of the shorter version of the older recension.
Nepal Durbar copy agrees in some respects with our da {%
text but towards the end of the work it occasionally agrees with
Abhinava’s recension. It surely belongs to the older recension.

Our da (< Ms. was from Almora which as far as it is available
agrees with the Nepal Ms.

Our variants are arranged according to possible differences
in the interpretation of Bharata’s work. In spite of the excel-



lence of Abhinava’s recension others do not appear to be
altogether negligible. Wherever Abhinava has not commented
upon large fragments we have given all the possible variants
and added our own glossary. Our chief object in issuing the
work is to make the sage's work appear in every view-angle
and to afford all facilities to readers of it. Hence for the
portions (e.g., Chapters 7 and 8) where the Abhinavablmratl is
not available even after our best efforts we propose to give a
glossary. Nothing in our Tlka is drawn from our own imagina-
tion but every idea is taken from some older work on the
subject.

In the introductory volume the question of the recension
will be dealt with at length when the merit of the various
commentaries is discussed. Illustrations on the Abhinaya chap-
ters will be given at the end of the Citrabhinaya (Ch. XXV)
or in the supplementary Chapter on aiigikabhinaya where the
definitions with explanation will be furnished for kalilsas, varta-
nas, calakas, bhrainarls, padamanls, padapiltas, de”l-carTa,
desi-paddhatis, desl-lasyangas, etc. Alarge fragment of Vartika
on af/gaharas of about 2,000 granthas recently acquired will be
published as an appendix. Readers of this work are requested
to intimate to us the existence of any copies of the text and
of any of the commentaries. Any recension, even in frag-
ments, is welcome to us. It is to the most generous Nambixdiris
of Malabar that we are deeply indebted whose help will be
duly acknowledged in the introduction proper and without it
this work would never have appeared in print. The present
Maharaja of Travancore has been very kind to supply us copies
of Natya Sastra which agree with our bha (*T) recension and our
sincere thanks are due to His Highness and his Palace Sarva-
dhikaryakkar Dr. Nalla Perumall Pillai Avl., B.A. Recently
Hr. Sylvain Levi the great Oriental Scholar of Paris lent his
own copy of the text of the Nepal Maharajah’s Ms., and for
this our grateful thanks are due to the learned Doctor.

Madbas,
M. RAMAKRISHNA KAVI.

16th January 1934.
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