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It all began on a Monday morning.

On the 11th of May, 1857, @ grdup of angry

sepoys marched out of Meerut, a direct act
of disobedience against their commanding
officers, and their oppressors - the British.

Unsure of what lay ahead, this group

instigated what later came fo be known as
India’s First War of Independence.

Most parts of India fel’_r' the tremors as
gradually the uprising spread across
Northern India.



Where were these sepoys marching to?

5 ‘To the ‘heart of India’, the seat of the
- Mughals and the centre of all political
ciffairs - Delhi.

After three long months of shelling, firing,
violence and bloodshed, the walls of Delhi
< were breached, and the British finally
conquered the ‘grand object’, this
magnificent Mughal capital.

This tale is about the chaos, the crumbling
stfructures and the unsettled violence that
changed the fate of Delhi and later, India.
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UNEXPECTED VISITORS

May 11, 1857

The tranquil waters of the Yamuna were disturbed, as an army of Indian soldiers - sepoys - crossed the Bridge

of Boats to reach the doors of the Red Fort - the official residence of the Mughal Emperor, Bahadur Shah

Zafar,

The Bridge of Boats across the river Yamuna, 1858
Image Courtesy British Library

~_The sepoys from Meerut had marched
~ awhole day and'now demanded an
audience with the Emperor.

They had one demand - for Bahadur

Shah Zafar to lead them in their efforts
_to oust the East India Company from

the land. a



A DAY OF CHAOS

As the sepoys addressed their King, the Europeans of the

city - mostly women and children - had fled from the

walled city, especially from the neighbourhood of =
Daryaganj, fo take refuge in the Flagstaff Tower.

" We are off."

That day, the telegraph office near the Flagstaff Tower
sent out a final message to the British officials at Ambala.



A DAY OF CHAOS

The city was shaken - not just by the arrival of the men from
Meerut, but by an explosion. :

It sent fremors through the city. The roar of the explosion could

be heard as far away as Meerut.

The Magazine - the largest ammunition store in all of
North India, had just been destroyed.




A DAY OF CHAOS

The sepoys from Meerut had had their eyes on

the magazine. Capturing the magazine would
 have meant taking over all the ammunition

that the British possessed, it was a chance to
_overpower the enemy, an opportunity to win a
~decisive victory. -

When I.ieufenuni W‘Ilnughhy ’rhe mn:m m chnrga of the magnzme - realised that he was losing
-cnnirol nf the sﬂuuﬁun h& b]aw up tha rnugu:lné: killing hundreds of sepoys.
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THE RETURN OF THE KING
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May 12,1857 [¢§¢ g v
; The sepoys had, by  GIES ' X
now, occupied the
Fort and the streets of
Shahjahanabad. The
elderly Emperor
hesitantly agreed to
lead the revolution.
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In an elaborate procession -
the first in many years - the
Emperor announced his
support for the sepoys to the
people of Delhi.
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Some semblance of the old
days returned to the Red
Fort,as for the first fime since
Nadir Shah's invasion in 1739,
the Daily Audiences - or
_Durbars - resumed.
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With the Emperor's support, the sepoys found themselves one step closer to their goal -
to overthrow the British.

Now that they had control over Shahjahanabad, the sepoys made some changes.

The elegant 19th-century building that had once belonged to the
influential Begum Samru, and in 1857 housed the Delhi Bank, was

turned info a temporary magazine. Over 250 people were
employed to manufacture gunpowder.



A CITY IN FLAMES

May 13, 1857

" thought that if; God forbid, the
%Kfm l@fg, the whole ot will be ablaze.”

- Zahir Dehlvi, May 1857
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They witnessed burning houses, scattered belongings, and, g ¢ S
heaps of weapons, coal and gunpowder that if set ablaze; =+
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[ May, Zahir Dehlvi, a courtier and residef
¢bad, accompanied three hundred waié

Wpo rushed to complete a singular task - to dou
es that had been burning all over Shc:hiahanc:bud\\

since the 11th of May.

could desiroy the entire city.
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Back in Simla, where a maijority of the British population
had moved to escape the scorching summer sun, people
waited desperately for messages from Delhi regarding the

recent events.
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May 14, 1857

2 ﬂiﬁﬂ lust night a message came j’z&mf Dl saying that all regiments Yicre
fiad twmed against ieit efficets. e magazine en e 6&/:/5& of the tiver was,
blown ap, it seems, by ane of aut sergeands, aﬁﬁa;-mcﬁ%bédﬁwm% to phevent
all the anmunition from fulling ino bhe hands. of the sqpays.

% .gawtfwmﬂf will new, too &fcfc see bie t@@ of leawing a large C) Yative cily
lilke EDellhi withaut any British baaps, ma‘% e ﬁmgam — T believe the
very langest in mefﬁr - in the heart of e cily. @/ couse they have tatkeen
that and seized upen all tre a@uris. é

- Mrs Keith Young ,to her sister



MARCH TOWARDS DELHI

May 24, 1857
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* Buw Q&'&’f’f&-;& éi&ﬂw@ep - @ gﬂﬂd aﬁy t@% cenymencement..

While the situation in Shahjahanabad worsened, the British froop under the
command of Sir Harry Bernard marched out of Ambala, towards Delhi.
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24th May was considered a 'good day’ for the
commencement of the march, for it was their
Monarch - Queen Victoria's birthday.
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A porirait of Queen Victona, commissioned in 1858.



MARCH TOWARDS DELHI

May 26, 1857
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; @)ﬂﬁ/gxﬁ/l fé_ﬂ siege ﬁkm o A &:gaae(ﬁ’d temeliow oh Uhe
= h fzef,tf@...”

AII_Dver the city, the stranded BrI‘rE_sh"pdhuluticn spent the next few days waiting
hopefully for the siege train to arrive from Lahore.

The train did not arrive that month.
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MARCH TOWARDS DELHI

June 7, 1857

As May turned intfo June, the British forces that had set out from Meerut and
Ambala finally met at Alipur, a day's march from the walled city.

The combined forces marched on further southwards, towards the walled city.



A letter, sent from the Alipur Camp, read:

" is settled that & manch bonight bowards Db, taking up e pasifion tomaraw at
_ @ scuvp
- Hinds Ko s FHaase ~ The place with lals of dect and figer.”
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BATTLE AT BADLI

June 8, 1857

The British troops marched on southwards towards the
walled city.

They were intercepted ai Badli ki Sarai, by a force of Indian
Sepoys.
What followed was the fierce Batfle of Badli ki Sarai.

While the British faced tough resistance, they eventually
won the battle and made their way tfowards the Ridge in
Delhi.
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" Ole carried bk gl and Yen advaniced
t/f({l!ff}‘tgp e eny, f‘mﬁa e %{/gz ar which stand
e ﬂag&ﬁ%{ &ewer and &%}Mﬁ Kaws

(%{{J& these we accupy in t(rz/-?m. -




By now, the British had taken oyer the Ridge outside the walled city. They
had taken control of Hindu Rao's house and the Flagstaff Tower - the
highest points on the Ridge.
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These strongholds gave the British easy access to target the
Red Fort - the residence of the Emperor.




BATTLE AT BADLI

June 10, 1857

Cunp. Dyelhi osbarments

: gﬁ"fM Ol itsen's W (ja,:}zeaﬁ' u 6&?&{5{3 EDellii is out gf:wm’ méz:ecﬁ and Yial taken,
o tast ﬁ.,j(ttwma.& will be an easy At
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DIRE STRAITS

June 15, 1857

As the British took control of the areas outside the walled city of Shahjahanabad, the reports that came in
from the city were fragic. More sepoys joined in from different parts of India, and with no ration, no food to
survive, loot and plunder was all that could be relied on.
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While some starved to death, some others plundered Salimgarh in search of valuables to help
them survive a few more days. ; '



"Cls to ot living, we could nat dine mere
tfrmﬂfzm{/} than we de i we weve quielly localed
af Simla, and J fave nat seen better Gl -M
mudon ayuhete mci’w will be amused o

Tt you Yt the pastuy ot e meess; is abeal the
best J fave come aoess i JM& - .zf.mmf that
the @zﬁ%y mess caele i cafg{aﬁ'mwt- is frwm
fet fiis steill, &g give acmzé all these (ittlo details Gral
yaw may kiaten we aie nat wttely miseralle. ;

While this letter paints a rather cheery picture of the situation, it was not really so.

As fear and uncertainty swept through the city, and the fighting continued, the Europeans who had taken
refuge at the Flagstaff Tower could do little but wait to be rescued.



THE SIEGE TRAIN ARRIVES

September 04, 1857

ﬁ:g&ﬁgmdmﬁﬁé&mm% mmﬁé@zm@ﬁég%
mm%ewgaﬁmm S
ﬁpﬁe@ﬂw&gﬁf%@@és&%gzm&mﬁawﬁm& each with
@{/@W@@@mmﬁ@mw@m s




 behind it being Yhought desitalle nat to funiy

b as they mﬂmf 455'434?@% feh a day ot

- lwe, as a fow plepaiations @ie necassay bdfane
the gurs can be placed in ballery. :

ND.W fhere was no turning back for the British.

Image Courtesy : National Army Museum
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TOWARDS THE WALLED CITY

First week of September, 1857

From the ridge, the British moved closer | Tl

o the city walls, occupying two more
points, Ludlow Castle and Qudsia Bagh.
The aim of the British was fo attack the
Northern wall of the city - Kashmere
Gate. | <=

The mission was to set up batteries at e

‘these points fo breach the tough walls
that protected the city, i< g e
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Hﬂwever seﬁlng up batteries was not
“an emsv task. The Indian sepoys tried
g i‘o combat every move and it took

fﬁe British four long nsghfs tosetup
fhree tmﬁenes

Eventually, the batteries were erected -
one near the Castle, another near the
Water _Bﬂs’ri'on and, the last at Qudsia

Bagh.
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TOWARDS THE WALLED CITY

September 11, 1857

o

Two months since the beginning of the siege - the.
British finally had a strategy in place, they were
ready to enter the city of Dalhi {Shﬂﬂﬁiﬂhdnubmd}.

Delhi was stormed by four columns under Bngﬂmer_ BEEST)

General Nicholson, Bngadier Jones, Ceionel
Campbell and Maijor Reid.




s "'-":’[_h_i.s:.four—'foia attack wasn't as successful
~as the British had anticipated. Their
march from Qudsia Bagh to the walls of

the city was made longer, as each
column faced fierce resistance from the
Indian sepoys.

oy



TOWARDS THE WALLED CITY

September 14, 1857 e
From the now-ruined massive gateway of = ' £ orn SRR § 7 ~:__h‘,_

Kashmere Gate, one of the columns marched
into the city. The British had s’rormed ’rhew way
into '‘Delhi’.

The British were now stationed at st. James
Church and later shifted to Skinner's House.

gBy gm’ i ghace fcke we @i, Mﬁéa within e
walls of EDelli, and dll of aur Staff party
hawe escaped, wdiamed. e




Ol ol the Cushmere G, the Cubud and
O Veree Gutes, Stinner's hause, and the College: and
G fape lhe whate city, will be eurs befare night. "
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However, what the British desired to capture - the Red Fort and
4 -Ttﬁg temporary magazine - was sfill in the hands of the sepoys



DELHIAT LAST

September 15, 1857
Septembies 15, Delhi
Though the British had taken HJ hae nel yet teld yow how it was Gial we didic’t gt
rts of the city, it
2;?;5{;; fheirign”f o  passession aﬂ/ e whale af the cily, yesterday. as it was expected

7 and inlerded we should have done.

Q_% wab all awing o bt widched Cashmene zwa‘z}zgmf. usich
F/wwx/ a pait af %‘t{l Calumn, which was to have ceatred aut
the Subuibs of Kissengug and bhen have ntered the cily by
the Lateone gnfa. e fmﬁﬂgﬁ}f it aﬁ wmf%a&ép as e
enemy's guns apened on Uhene, abandeoning Yiee of Yiei awn guns.
With all the major changes in Kid was weunded and the calun was Qﬁﬁgﬁd la welwe to

and around the city, letters

written by British officials saw L%f'd:’ﬁ %m;::-:- withaet %/m‘f"’?’ bheit ﬂg‘iﬂ,ﬁ' and Ui i kot
h too. Th : Jeaiclipe 0 5% . )
PR SR SO0 oy (e was tat ot celwmmns in Yee dty, were abliged to pull wp in Yie

read ‘Delhi’ instead of 'Delhi

Conienens pasitiens we new held.



September 16, 1857

Fa

" Tleon aver the maggazine, which was stamed saan after the dugbiecds
(%- the magazine weiwe ﬁwmf abaout _w;&/mmﬁed and twenty gurs and
maitas with lols 0{ shat and shelle and sevchal malaks which had bea

p&zfed in pasition to f/w ol us, have new been bwmed howd to p@ wupern
the Sdace and (Saﬁ/rga% J shalll nat be suplised §f temeriew we
find bath the Soluce and Fart evacuated. "

With the magazine now in British hands, the sepoys' stronghold over Shahjahanabad wavered.



September 18, 1857

The 18th of September was a dark day - quite literally.

A solar eclipse shrouded the city in shadows. Many of its inhabitants read fthis phenomenon as a
prophecy of doom, and rushed to evacuate what was left of their homes.
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THE SIEGE OF DELHI

September 19, 1857

62()3 have made candidbialily p’e@[g/m& sinuce
_W@m%gmag%@mm

t: whethor i witl bo nectitty fb/dmc/é%

wallls seems. daubfful, but prparalions ate being,

made fon batleries in case it is. o impression
is Yhat the Fduce and Salimgaits, bt ate
abardeoned, net a gan é(wt}g/ been %tm/ /IM

As the Eriﬁsh forces poured into the city, stepping

‘over the debris of collapsed bastions and walls, the
sepoys' stronghold over Delhi wavered, and then
~ collapsed, like a house of cards.



City sireets that were once
overcrowded by angry
sepoys now witnessed
uniformed officials conftrolling
and capturing structures -
especially the havelis
(mansions) of the wealthy
merchants.



THE SIEGE OF DELHI

" e hause is beautifully ~fuished - Chandiliets, large
nilahs, ceudhas. Jwﬁy anuised. when meﬁ aver bo bhe
hause (it belengs to.a O utive O feble, Cohmed (i
L%m:r) te see mast of bie m aﬁf Ve %{t’ép lying o rice
G)%;}tz@mé m@ﬂeﬁL (% Dize @mﬁ will, feweves,
lukio pssession af all. these i time. T (Lgents cecled ate
Cotienel. Seaten. Sin Eduvard Campbell and Caplain

Ol riford.



Image Courtesy National Armg._Muse

Along with troops 'c.ume-fhe specially appointed British %
representatives called the ‘Prize Agents'. They were a
group of three, who were assigned the task of collecting,
evaluating and taking in possession the valuables that
were left behind by the inhabitants of the city.




THE SIEGE OF DELHI

September 20, 1857

“Eonbne passessiarn -@% Yie af&;@ SLolace aﬂdf{w‘zﬁ.
(U were avacuated Giis meing o afre»-?f}zg- e

mg,/cf. i

The British had crept into the Red Fort, kiling
everybody who came their way. After two
months and nine days, they had officially
taken full possession of the city. However, the

Emperor - Bahadur Shah Zafar - seemed to
be missing.



THE HUNT FOR THE EMPEROR

e g%/@“w#/z&am&é& fices. Cgafw”mﬂzga; so T
- suppase the it tiing, will bo to by aod caloh fim: fe
s said to b eithen at Flumagin's or O) lizamudidn
@W M@/ Méﬁ@b bhe #M are with hine ok ret
I dar’t knaw. JWW been all aver the palace,
| Which is new accupied Oy s in W{aﬂc&. -




* THE HUNT FOR THE EN

e

September 21, 1857
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Bahadur Shah Zafar had taken refuge at Humayun's Tomb.

A British officer named William Hodson was ordered to get hold of
Buhﬂdur Shah Zafar. On the 21st, Zafar surrendered to Hodson on the
condition that his life be spared.

o



THE ROYAL PRISONERS




September 22, 1857

Hodson and his troop agcﬁin made rounds of Humayun's Tomb. This fime to capture Zafar’'s sons - Mirza
Mughal and Mirza Khizr Sultan - and his grandson, Mirza Abu Bakr.

The three were taken prisoners and on their way to Shahjahanabad, they were stopped near Delhi Gate,
where a large crowd had gathered. Fearing that the crowd would rescue the three prisoners, Hodson
mercilessly shot them one by one at what is foday known as the Khooni - or bloody - Darwaza.,

Their corpses were taken to Kotwali - the police station at Chandni Chowk. Stripped of clothes, the
corpses were laid on a stone slab before they were buried.

Crowds gathered and witnessed the brutality of the British.

SBatuadr Oy Safar
1775 - 1862
Ml ~Fabhie Mz C_‘/ﬂﬁfﬂ’ﬁm’ Chirza Khizr Obultan
1816 | 1856 1817 - 1857 1834 - 1857
CAtiraa Abu OBakr
1835 - 1857

This was a message - that the three months that had gone by were just the beginning of what lay ahead.



AN OCEAN OF BLOOD

A L%&?@ thewe is a vast tzcﬂcm af blocd 6%{0/2& e,
gad alore lnews whal meke J éﬁﬂ@ sbll to
behold. Sauscandds of my fhicndds died. OYham

shauld J remenber and bo whem should J :
canplain! %%{9&&- it i lft een lo sted et
an my death. -

- Mirza Ghalib







AN OCEAN OF BLOOD

The city of Delhi had new
masfers.

At the Kotwali, gallows were
set up where at least five
corpses were hung everyday
for the public to view - a clear
warning to anyone that dared
to disrupt this new order of
things.

Locals he
someda
the door
again, c



1d fled in @ hurry, hoping that
/ they would walk back through
s of their houses and, once
3l this city theirhome.,

“"--...____...—--""'-F-- “

The vibrant streets of Shahjahanabad were now
stained in red, the walls were breached and
structures shelled. The British had entered a city
that was ripped of its charm, its culture and ifs
people.

This glorious capital city that had once been home
to poelry and music, intellect and talent, was now
little more than ruins and rubble. Of the people
who had called this city home, less than one-fourth
remained, and they could do little as they
watched this much-celebrated, dazzling Mughal
capital collapse and plunge into darkness.



Jld S Sl I Jls us  Nahin haal-e-Dilli sunaane ke kaabil,
e _S ;‘;-; _ dgy ~ad ~y Ye kissa hairone aur rulaane ke kaabil,
Sl palog s i PR PN vjaade looteron ne wo mehel iske,
jo thay dekhne aur dikhaane ke kaabil,

T .~ = 27 . naa ghar hai naa dar hai raha ek Zafar
ﬂ"'_."_-:i.ldl_clllll_:‘_-l:’“f_'__.l'_.-]-\ “‘-‘ﬁ){ﬁ-"-‘ hai, S

B S b Ja s Lisé  fakat haal-e-Dilli sunaane ke kaabil.
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The condition of Delhi is not worth recounting
These tales are cause for lamentation
Robbers ransacked its wonderous palaces
Which were worthy of adulation
No hemes, no gateways, nothing but Zafar
Remains to tell the Tale of Delhi



