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* Considering the seclusion of the
Gonds from civilized life, their gross igno-
rance, and the solitary jungles in which
they live, it is perhaps not to be wondered
at that the people invariably impute their
misfortunes to witcheraft. If a man's
bullock dies, he puts it down to witchoraft;
if s crops fail, it is because the land bss
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been bewitched by some one who is at |

enmity with the owner &c......ocvvverviann

e On the mcnugd person being arrested,
a fisherman's net is wound round his head
to prevent his escaping or bewitching his
guards, and he is at once subjected to the
preparatory test. - Two leaves of the Pipal
tree—one representing bim and the other
‘| his accusers—are thrown upom his out-
stretched hands ; if the leaf in bis name
fall uppermost, he is supposed to bea
suspecious character ; if theileaf fall with
the lower part upwards, it is possible that
he may be innocent, and the popular
feeling is in his favour. The following
day the final test is applied ; he is sewn
int;n;uck. and in the presence of the
‘heads of village, his secu;ers, and his

friends, is carried into, water waist-ttes-p,

and let cown to the bottom ; if the un-

happy man cannot struggle up or manage
to get into a standing posture wilh his
head above water, he he is said, after a
short pause, io he ionocent, and the
assembled elders quickly dircct him to be
taken out ; if he manages, however, in his
struggles for life to raise himself above
water, he isadjudged guilty, and brought
out te be dealt with for witcheraft. He
is then beaten by the crowd, his hed, is

shaved, and his front tecth are knocked |
out with astone to prevent him from
muttering incantations. Wmnmpmi#
of sorcery have to undergo the same ordeal.
Gazetteer of the Central Provinces of
India, 1870. o ;
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