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The loves of Ehusrau and Shirin, in wtation of Mizamu's poem of the same
natre.
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Mirza Qmwam-ud-Din Ja'far Beg, known as Asaf Ehan IIT, bt a! e Ly
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ol sl Ay n..ij_r..s-..-...’u_.{.g_.g s was the son of Mirza Badi'-uz-Zaman of Qazwin, who
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was the Wazir of Kashan during the reign of Zhah Tahmasp, in whose court Ja'tar was
alzo mtroduced. In A H 985 = 4T 1577 Ja'far came to India and was introduced by
his uncle, Mirra Ghivas-ud-Din 'A4 Asaf Khan Balkhshi, to Alkbar's court. The emperor
received JTa'far with honour, and after the death of his uncle, which took place n & H
GH9 = A T 1581, conferred upon his the office of Bakhshigant and the title of Asaf
Ehan On Jahangir's accession Ja'far was appointed -3, or tutor to Sultan Parwiz,
who had then taken the command aganst the Eana Ja'far served in vanous capacities
under Akbar and Jahangir He entered Akbar's service as Commander of Twenty, and
subsequently became i Jahangit's time the Commander of Five Thousand PBesides
keing one of the most emment of Akbar's generals and an able financier and accountant,
JTa'far was a good scholar and a poet of no mean order The present Masnaw 1z
admitted by the best authorties to rank after Mizami's Shinn K husrau. Estracts from his
lyrical poems are quoted m the Tadkarahs. He was one of the well-known work
Tarkh-1- A1, and after the death of Mulla Ahmad of Tattah Ja'far brought the work
down to AH 997 = AD 1588. He died at Burhanpur m AH. 1021 = AD. 1612
Ja'far left four sons, all of whom held good posthon under Shah Jahan His grandson,
who was also known as Mirza Ja'tar, was a poet and composed poems under the same
talchallus.

In Ethe. Bodl Lib. Cat. Mo 1068, this poetn is called ‘w3 22,3 | Farhad
wa shittn, Iy Blochmann, i his translation of the A'm-1-Akbart, wol 1, p.412, says that



Tafar composed a Masnawi entitled sl o5 | Mur Mamah, which ranks after IMizam's
Shitin Khusran I cannot, howewer, account for the szecond title given by ir
Blochmann The author of the MMaasir-ul-Tmara, fol 12a, distinctly calls the poem
Ehusrau Shirin; while in the epilogue Ja'far himself oives the same title to the poem, e.g:
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From some of his werses m the epilogue it would appear that Ja'far had
intended to produce a Ehamsah, but that he contented himself’ with the Khusrau Shinn:
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In the same epilogue the poet says that the number of verses m this peom is
2673

The date of compostion, AH 1019 = A D 1610, 15 gven m the following
concluding line:
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A detaled account of Ja'far's career 1z given by NMir. Blochmann m lus
Llin-i-Alban, ppdll and 572, see also Maasw-ul-Umara, foll 10k-12b; MMajma'-un-
Mafa'is, fol 1070, Tag Avhadi, fol 116a; Sprenger, Cude Cat, £.110; Eieu, 1, p. 118; 1,
pp &, TR etc. Copies of this peom are mentioned m Ethe, Bodl Lib. Cat
Moz 1068-1071.

Fol 3 and the last nine folios are supplied i a mdern hand.

On the top corner of fol 1a we find the name s da = &% o Mulla
Wluharntnad Husawn, to which the word ..':_r.,.n..;f . Eashrmin, 12 added i a later hand.

& pmiie = hizis Ve | Wulla Muhammad Husayn Kashmird, the best
Eatih of Akbar's cowt, was a pupd of MMaulana 'Abdul L=z whom MMuhammad
Husayn 15 said to have surpassed i the art of caligraphy. He was specially well versed
in Mastaliq writing, and the majonty of the Eabits consider him equal to the celebrated
Mulla Ifir '&h of Herat (d AH %24 = AD 1518), who brought the art of IMNastalig
writing to perfection. Akbar gawe him the title of Zarmn Eagam, and for some time
appointed  him  tutor to the pnnces. He died, according to the author of the
Mirat-ul-'Alam, n AH 1020 = AD. 1611 See also Blochmann's Am-1-Akban,
pp. 102-103
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