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The well-known mystic Masnawi, composed i answer to fifteen
metaphysical questions propounded by Amwr Husaym Sadat (see Mo, 117 supra)

By Shaykh Mahmud Shabastan
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Shaykh Mahmud Shabistari or Chabistari, whose full name was ph bt

e : 1 . . . .
L P | & 3 e P e SIS 0 3 cemes, was born it Shabistar, a village at eight

tarsangs from Tabnz, dunng or about the reign of Hulagn Ehan (A H 634-663 = A D
1256-1264). According to the prologue m this copy the poet recetved sotne questions
i the month of Shawwal, A H 700 = AD 1300, from a cettain person of Khurasan,
and i answer to themn he composed the present poem:
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But all other copies, noticed i the catalogues mentioned below and the
Mafatth-ul-Tjaz, commentary on the poem mentioned hereafter, correctly grve & H 717
= AT 1317 mstead of & H 700, Tt iz also stated in thiz prologue that the poet had
composed several works in prose before this, and that thiz was hiz first poetical
composition which he wrote i the Masnawn style.

Jarmi, in his Nafahat, . 705, says that the propounder of these questions was
the celebrated Amir Husaym Sadat (zee Neo. 117 above) Tag Auhadi, in ths Trafat,
tol 6570, supports Jamit's statement, and adds that the questions were seventeen in
number; but according to our copy of the poem and its commmentary, mentioned in the
tollowing number, the questions were not more than ffteen.

According to the authors of the Mlajalis-ul-Tshshag, fol 1156, Haft Iglm,
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tel 227a, and Fivad-ush-Shu'ara, fol 370a, the poet died m & H 720 =4AD 1320

E H "Whnfield, in his learned mtroduction to the Gulshan-1-Faz, m which he
had made an mgenious attempt to compare Orental and European mysticism and to
explain the pantheism of the Sufis as expounded in this poem, expresses his regret at not
finding sufficient materials for the biographical account of the poet, and accepts the
above date of the peet's demize. Tagi Auhadi, fol 637k, stands alone in placing the
poet's deathin A H 708 = AT 13208

Eesides the Gulshan-1-Eaz, Mahmud Shabistan has left three Sufistic prose
treatise, viz eedW) oy o2 e 2 ondd! d-(see Rieu, i, p.822b; Ethe, Bodl Lib. Cat,
Mo 1295, Art 6, Melanges Astat, v, p 229, and H Eh | wol m, p. 79); deeld Zodlann
(see Rieuw, p.871b, and H. Eh., m, p.5%8), and Aalsalls,

For other copies of the Gulshan-1-Eaz and notices on the post's e, see
Eieu, 1, p.608; Ethe, Bodl Lib. Cat. Mo 1260, Ethe, India Office Lib. Cat No 1814,
W Pertzch, Berlin Cat., pp.827-29 and 572, Sprenger, Oude Cat |, p.477, 3. Flugel,
i, pp.d420 and 426, See alse H Eh., v, p. 223

The poem has been edited with a German translaton by Hammer Purgstall,
"Fosenflor des (Gehewnrusses", Pesth, 1838, published wath English translaton by E. H
Whinfield, "The Mystic Eome-Garden”, London, 1850, lthographed m Bombay, A H
1280 Esxtracts i German translation are found i Theluck's "Bluthensammiung”, 1825,
£ 192 An anonymous English translation of some of the inportant parts of the poem,
entitled "The Dislogue of the (ulshan-1-Eaz", was published i Londen (Trubner) 1887,
A large pottion of a Turlush adaptation 12 noticed by Dr. Ethe i hiz India Office Lib.
Cat., No. 1761,

The present copy ends with the following verse, in which the poet mentions

hiz name :

Sl e 22,2 e e
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A few pages towards the end are shghtly damaged.
Thiz splendid copy i written i a beautfil firrn Mastaliq, within gold and
coloured borders, with a faded heading at the beginning

Mot dated, probably 15th century.
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