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A small collection of the religious and mystical poems of Sayyid ‘Ali of

Hamadan

Beginning

De car yoy 7

CE Rieu, i, p.825a, i, where the last word Jo is wrongly substituted by Jue

‘Amir Sayyid 'Ali bin Shihab-ud-Din al-Hamadani, 6 4 Che!) Le Loew yo

cer re ot ot OL os ng iL! known as ‘ANTI, one of the most

distinguished saints of his age and founder of a Sufi sect, was born on the 12th Rajab, AH.

714= A.D, 1314, He was a direct descendant of the prophet, and for his fall pedigree we

refer to the Masturat in Ethe, Ind, Office Lib. Cat., No. 1850, the Kulasat-ul-Managib in

Ethe, Bodl. Lib. Cat., No. 1264, and the Majalis-ul-Mu'minin, fol. 373a, Dr. Ethe, in his

Bodl. Lib, Cat, Joc. cit, in noticing the aforesaid Khulasat-ul-Manaqib, says that it was

compiled by Sayyid 'Ali himself, while the author of the Majais-ul-Mu'minin, Joc. cit, is of

opinion that the author of the said work was Maulana Nur-ud-Din Jalfar al-Badakthshi, a

very leamed pupil of Sayyid ‘Ali

Sayyid "Ali was the disciple of Shaykh Sharaf-ud-Din Mahmud of Mazdaqan

(ia Ray), but also received his spiritual instructions from Shaykh Taqi-ud-Din ‘Al Dusti,

whose principles he generally followed. After Taqi-ud-Din's death Sayyid ‘Ali reverted to

his former master, and at hs instruction he travelled all over the Moslem world, gathering a

large number of followers from every quarter. He went to Kashmir, according to the

Masturat (see Ethe, Ind, Office Lib. Cat, loc. cit,), in AH. 741 = AD. 1340 (but Dr.

Rieu, p.447, places this event in AH. 781 = A.D. 1379), where almost all the inhabitants

ofthat city flocked round him and became his disciples. A saint with an immense fame, at

the head of a large number of Darwishes, he was highly respected by the kings and nobles

of his time and was almost worshipped by his followers. On his way to Persia from

Kashmir, Sayyid ‘Ali died on the 6th Duijjah, AH. 786 = AD. 1374, at the age of

seventy-three, and was buried in Khutilan, It is said that at the time of his death he uttered

the words oy! yar ll pene which formed the chronogram of his death
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