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INTRODUCTION

The Government of Madras took up for consideration the question of

publication of the various manuscrip-in different languages on subjects like

Philosophy, Medicine and Science, etc., early in May 1948. Important

Manuscripts libraries in the Madras Presidency were requested to send a list of

unpublished manuscripts with them for favour of being considered by the

Government for publication. The Honorary Secretary of the Tanjore Maharaja

Serfoji’s Sarasvathi Mahal Library, Tanjore, alone complied with this request.

This list as well as a similar list of unpublished manuscripts in the Government

Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras, were carefully examined and a tentative

selection of manuscripts suitable for publication was made. The Government

in their Memorandum No, 34913/41-10, Education, dated 44.49, constituted

an Expert Committee with the Curator of the Government Oriental Manuscripts

Library, Madras, as the Secretary, for the final selection of manuscripts

suitable for printing and for estimating the cost of publication.

The following are the members of the Committee :—

Sri T. M. Narayanaswami Pilli, M.a., B.L.,i

2. ,, R. P. Sethu Pillai, B.A.) B.L.;"

3. ,, C.M. Ramachadra Chettiar, B.A., B.L., Z

4, ,, R- Krishnamoorthy, (Kalki). —

5. Dr. N. Venkataramanayya, M.A., PH.D.,

6. Sri M. Ramanuja Rao Naidu, M.A.,

7. ,, V. Prabhakara Sastri.

- 8. ,, N. Venkata Rao, M.A.,

9. ,, H. Sesha Ayyangar.

10. ,, Masti Venkatesa Ayyangar, M.A., ie

11. ,, M. Mariappa Bhat. M.A,, L-T-,

12. Dr.C. Achyuta Menon, B.A., PH-D., -

13. ,, C. Kunhan Raja,{M.a., D-PHIL..

14. ,, A. Sankaran, M.A., PH.D., L.T.,

15. Sri P. S. Rama Sastri.

16. ,, S. K. Ramanatha Sastri. i

17. Dr.M. Abdul Haq, M.A., D.PHIL., (oxon).

18, Afzul-ul-Ulama Hakim Khader Ahamed.

19. Sri P. D. Joshi.

20. ,, S. Gopalan, B.A., B.L.,

21. __,,' T. Chandrasekharan, M.A., L.T., 
.
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With the exception of Sri Masti Venkatesa Ayyangar, and Dr.C. Kunhan

Raja, the above members continued to be members of the Expert Committee

for 1950-1951 also to which the following gentlemen were included in Govt.
Memo. No. 7297-E/50—3, Edn., Dj-19-5-’50 and Govt. Memo. No. 15875-E/50-4,

Edn., Di7-9-50.

Dr. A. Chidambaranatha Chettiar, M.A., PH.D.,

Sri S. Govindarajulu, B.A., B.L., LL.B., Bar-at-law.

Capt. G. Srinivasamoorthy, B.A., B.L., M.B., AND C.M.,

Dr. Muhammad Hussain Nainar, M.A., PH D., :

Sri T, V. Subba Rao, B.A., B.L.,

Principal, College of Indian Medicine, Madras.a
The members of the Committe formed into Sub-Committees for the

various languages, Sanskrit, Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam, Mahrathi

and Islamic Languages. They met during the month of May, 1949, at Madras

and at Tanjore to examine the manuscripts and make a selection. T
he

recommendations of the Committee were accepted by the Government and

they decided to call these publications the “MADRAS GOVERNMENT

ORIENTAL SERIES” and appointed the Curator, Government Oriental

Manuscripts Library, Madras, as the General Editor of the publications.

The following manuscripts have been taken up for publication during

1949—S0.

“A” FROM THE GOVERNMENT ORIENTAL MANUSCRIPTS
LIBRARY, MADRAS. a

TAMIL

1. Kappal Sattiram-

2, Anubhava Vaidya Murai-

8, Attanakdlahalam.-

4. Upadés’a Kandam.

5, Colan Pirva Pattayam.

6, Konga Dés’a Rajakkal. ;

7. Sivaj"ana Dipam.

. FELUGU

1. Ausadha Yogamulu-

2. Vaidya Nighantu.

3. Dhanurvidya Vilasamu-

4. Yoga Dars'ana Visayamu.

5. Khadga Laksana S’iromani. ~
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SANSKRIT

Visanarayaniyam. (Tantrasarasangraha)

Bhargava Nadika.

Hariharacaturangam.

Brahmasttravrtti—Mitaksara.

Nyayasiddhanta Tattvamrtam.

MALAYALAM

Garbha Cikitsa.

(a) Vastulaksanam.

(0) S'‘ilpavisayam.

Mahasaram.

Kanakkusaram.

. Kriyakramam.

Kanakkusaram - Balapraboddham.

KANNADA

Lokopakara.

Rattamata.

. As’vas’astram.- ai

. Vividha Vaidya Virayagalo,

. Sangitaratnakara. -

. SUpasastra.

ISLAMIC LANGUAGES
Jamil-Al-Ashya.

Tibb-E-Faridi.

Tahqiq-Al-Buhran.

Safinat-Al-Najat.

“B” FROM THE TANJORE MAHARAJA SERFOJI’S

SARASVATHI MAHAL LIBRARY, TANJORE.

"TAMIL ©

Sarabhéndravaidya Murai (Diabetics).

do (Eyes).

Agastiyar 200.

Konkanars’arakku Vaippu.

Tiruchiframbalakkovaiyar with Padavurai-
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. Kaalacakram

. Talasamudram

. Bharatanatyam

. (a) Pandikéli Vilasam Natakam

(b) Purtrava Cakravarti Natakam

(c) Madana Sundara Vilasa Natakam

(d) Percy Macqueen’s Collection in the Madras

University Library on Folklore.

10. Ramaiyan Ammanai

11. Tamil Patalkal including Pattinattar Venba

_and Vannankal.

TELUGU

. Kamandakanitisdramu

Taladas‘apranapradipika

. (a) Raghunatha Nayaka —

(b) Rajagopala Vilasamu

4, Ramayanamu by Katta Varadaraju

MAHRATHI

1. Natyas’astra Sangraha _

2. (a) Book of Knowledge
(b) Folk Songs-

(c) Dara Darun Veni Paddhati

(d) As'vasa Catula Dumani

3. (a) Pratapasimhendra Vijaya Prabandha ——-

(b) S’arabhéndra Tirthavali

(c) Lavani :
4. Devéndra Kurava ji

* Bhakta Vilasa

1 See Baddha Ramayana —

SANSKRIT

}. As’vas‘astra with Tricolour Mluslaations

2. Rajamrganka
3. Cikitisamrtasagara

4. Ayurvedamahodadhi

5, Gita Govinda Abhinaya
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6. (a) Colacampt

(b) Sahendra Vilasa

7. Dharmakutam - Sundara Kanda

8. Jatakasara

9. Visnutattvanirnaya Vyakhya
10. Sangita Darpana

11, Bijapallava

During 1950, only the Sub—Committees for TAMIL, TELUGU and

KANNADA met in the month of July 1950 at Madras.

The following books were taken up for publication iu the various

languages in 1950—S1.

. TAMIL

i a ee Ve
2. Vaiddiyak Kalaficiyam

3. Anubhavavaiddiyam. V. 3

TELUGU

1, Saivacarasangrahamu.,

2. Anubhava Vaidyamu.

3. Abhinayadarpanamwu.

— SANSKRIT
1. Ardgyacintamani

2. Tattvasdra with Ratnasarini

3. Sutrarthamrta Lahari.
4, Ratnadipika and Ratnas‘astra.

MALAYALAM. Oe
1, Asvacikitsa-
2. Phalasarasamuccaya.

KANNADA

1. Vaidya Sara Sangraha.

It is hoped that the publication of moet of the important manuscripts
will be completed within the next four years. :

Some of the manuscripts taken up for publication are represented by

single copies in the Library and consequently the mistakes that are found in

them could not be corrected by comparing them with other copies. The

Editors have, however, tried their best to suggest correct readings. The wrong

readings are given in round brackets and correct readings have been suggested

in square brackets. When different readings are found, they have been given
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jn the foot-notes except in the case ofa few books, in which the correct

readings have been given in the foot-note or incorporated in the text itself.

The Government of Madras have to be thanked for financing the entire

scheme of publication although there isa drive for economy in all the de-

partments, My thanks are due to the members of the Expert Committee who

spared no pains in selecting the manuscripts for publication. 1 have also to

thank the various editors, who are experts in their own field, for readily

consenting to edit the manuscripts and see them through the press. The

various presses that have co-operated in printing the manuscripts in the best

manner possible also deserve my thanks for the patience exhibit
ed by them

in carrying out the corrections made in the proofs.

This edition of Ratnadipika and Ratnasastram is based o
n two paper

manuscripts preserved in the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library,

Madras, and described under R. Nos. 4494 and 2942 respectively. The size

‘of the manuscripts is 10 3/8 X 9} inches Each contains 16 folios of 20 lines to

a page and is in Devanagari character. The condition” of these manuscripts

is good. Ratnadipika was transcribed from a manuscript of Sri Harihararaja-

guru, Chochinajagannathapuram, Kudala post, Ganjam District, wh
ile the

other was transcribed from a manuscript of the Raja of Chirakkal, Malabar

District. : :

There are some omissions. of letters and words here and there in both

these works. Since these are single copies, the lacunae could not be supplied.

In some places, suggestions have been given by the Editor. But even then, the

‘omissions are too many. It is understood from the journal of Sri Venkatesvara

Oriental Institute, Volume, X Part 2, on page 101 under manuscripts Notes

that copies of Ratnasastram and Ratnadipika are available in that Institute. In
spite of our request and reminders to the Director of the Institute, it was not

possible to get them for collation. Some of the omissions in the printed book

‘may perhaps be supplied in those manuscripts.

Reference is to be made to the good work done by Sri M. S. Vaidya-
nathan, Siromani, Pandit, Government Oriental Manuscripts Librar

y, Madras,

jn seeing the work through the press.

- Library, Madras, General Editor,Govt, Oriental MSS. } T. CHANDRASEKHARAN,

4—3—5l. Madras Govt. Oriental Series.
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