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N Edition of the firft Part of this Work, compofed by Leo of ‘Modena, a Rabbi of
Venice, was fome Time fince publithed at the Requeft of fome Chriftians, who-were

defirous of informing themfelves in the Cuftoms and Ceremonies of the SFews of
our Time. Mr. Gafarel had that Edition printed at Paris in the Year 1637, and fent

“it to the Author; who findinga great Number of Errors in it, corrected them, and re-

folved to give the Public an Edition more correct than the former; which he accordingly

did the following Year at Venice. ‘This laft Edition is the Ground-work of this Tranflation;

or, to {peak more properly, it is made up out of both the Editions. There is indeed a con-

fiderable Difference between the two Impreffions; for the Author ftrack many ‘Things out

of the firft, nay, fometimes whole Chapters, and added others, which had never appeared be-
fore, And indeed, the fécond Impreffion is what we have almoft every where followed,
as the moft exaét and correét; and the firft we have only had recourfe to, for the Tranfla-

tion of thofe Paflages of Scripture, quoted in the fecond Edition according to the Vulgate,

it being very abfurd to make a Rabbi fabmit to the Decifion of the Council of Trent.

Buxrorr was the firft who gave Chriftians any Light into the Cuftoms and Ceremo-

nies of the modern ews ; that Treatife of his, which he intitle, The Synagogue of the Fews,

was printed in the German, which was his Mother-Tongue, in the Year 1603, and met

with fo kind a Reception, even from the Learned, that it was immediately’ tranflated into
Latin, and publifhed the very next Year. Buxtorf the Son, not being well fatisfied with the

Latin Verfion of his Father's Work, :made.a new one, wherein he made great Alterations,

and fentit to the Prefs in the Year 164.1 ; and about twenty Years after, reprinted it confider-

ably enlarged. He inferted therein Part of the Work of Leo of Modena, and we may fee,

that in order to avoid that Confufion, which before appeared throughout the whole Work,

by including too many Particulars under one Head, he has endeavour’d to follow Leo's Me-

thod. But had he abridged the Book, inftead of enlarging it, he had much more obliged

the Public. This was the Cafe of our Rabbi, who touched upon nothing but Matters on

all Sides approved, without deviating from his: Subject by Digreflions or Difputes, and much
lef by trifling Particularities ; equally avoiding to eftablith any Doétrines whatfoever, or

to entertain the Public with Allegories and Abfurdities,

Tuererore, whatever is of anyU, or Value, in Buxtorf’s large Volume, will be found

in this {mall one, wherein there is nothing fuperfluous, the Author never wandring from his

Subje&t, or faying more than is abfolutely neceffary for making it intelligible, And in-

deed, a clear Head to digeft Matters, is generally allowed the diftinguithing Character of
the Italians, as the Strength of other Nationsis faid to lie chiefly in their Back to bear the

Weight of them*. Yet, however {mall that Work may ‘be, it contains @ great many
ay e fi

Things which Buxtorf has not touched upon, af

‘As our Rabbi's only Aim was to be intelligible, he was en {peaking ina plain

faccinét Manner ; a fwelling Stile being unneceflary in a Narration. And in order to go be~

yond him in Perfpicuity, we have ‘often broke one of his Periods into two or three, though
in-other Places we have lengthened fome of BSE givea greater Light to his Ser timents,

4, Meaning here i thie whild: the Ieliau cx fn inventing, digeting,)2nd. making tiery Sabjeét
Fes, poy ‘ele weed in Sereagth of = yi which they croud with a Number of Particulars of

very little Ufe to them, for want of that happy Genius which is the Propriety ofthe Ztalians = a
. le

a
~ Vor. I.

* +



ii PSR E FA CoE.

He is fometimies fo carelefs of his Stile, that, were a Man unacquainted with the Subject

“which he treats, he would hardly underftand him. This obliged me to reduce feveral of

his Periods into their natural Order, by taking the Thought of the Author only, and drop-

ping his Expreffion ; for he {peaks Italian much in the Stile of the ‘Fewi/h Synagogues.

Tue Chriftian Religion taking its rife from Judaifm, 1 make no doubt but the reading
of this fmall Treatife will be of great Use towards the Underftanding of the New Tefta-

ment, by reafon of its Conformity and Connexion with the Old, They who compoled

the Books of the New Teftament being ‘fews, it is impoffible to explain it any other

‘Way, than by recurring to Judaifm ; and indeed, Part of our Ceremonies have beentaken

from thence. Our Doétrines are almoft the fame, and as to Mortality, the Command-

ments are common tous both. Even Purgatory, which the Proteftants will not admit, is

explained at the End of this Work, together with the Belief of Heaven, Hell, the Refur=~

rection, andthe Day of Judgment.

Tue Chriftian Religion has likewife this in common with Judaifin, that each of them is

founded upon the Holy Scriptures, the Traditions of their Fathers, ‘upon the Cuftoms and

received Inftitutions, which, in our Religion, we call, Ecclefaftical Difcipline. Befides,

as our Doctors often exprefsithemfelves, ¢h7s 7s of Aj olical, Tradition; fo likewife. do the

Rabbies often fay, Halaca le oat <planation was delivered to Mofes upon
Mount Sinai. Indeed,under the Word Tradition, they often give us ftrange Chimeras’ but

this is not fo much the Fault of Tradition, as of thofe who are the Depofitaries of it.

As to the Prayers of the ews, they are very pious, and are moft of thet formed upon

one Model ; tho’ compofed at different Times, and in different Places. They are hardly

any Thing more than a continued Series of Paffages out of the Scriptures, containing’ the
Praifes of God; and/it is very probable, that E/dras was the Author ofa great Part of this
Formulary of Prayers, and that the Doétors who ficceeded him, only madé fome Ad-
ditions to it. In the Infancy of the Chriftian Church, our Fathers ufed to fing the Praifes
of God, ‘to repeat the Pfalms, and read the Holy Scriptures at their Affemblies; that is,
thofe Paffages of the Law and the Prophets which were proper for each Day, as it is ftill
the Cuftom amongft the modern Yews. ‘The Church afterwards introduced the reading
of the Gofpel in the Room of the Law of Mofés; tho’, at the fame Time, the has always
retained fome Paffages of the Old Teftament, and chiefly of the Pfalms, as appears from
the Beginning of the Mais, which is only an Abridgment of Pfalms, which perhaps at firft
were repeated thro’, and are now fhortned only for the fake of Convenience andsDifpatch

Brsioes, it is plain, that the firft Fathers ofthe Church paid the hitie Refpett to Sa-
turday as to Sunday. And accordingly we find, that the antient Canons made them equal,
by equally prohibiting Fafts on either of thofe two Days. Celebrate (fays the Book ofan.
tient Conftitutions, that goes under the Name of Clement) both Saturday and Sunday as
Feftivals ; the one being confecrated to the Memory of the Creation, and the other to that of the
Refurrestion. And indeed both thefe Days were long held in great Veneration, and among
the Primitive Chriftians both Saturday and Sunday were Days of Affembling; nay, fome
Footfteps of that Cuftom ftill appear on Eafler-Eve, in our Churches, where feveral Chap-
ters both of the Law and of the Prophets are read.

We cannot fificiently admire the modeft and ferious Behaviour of the ews, when they
are going to their Morning Prayers; for it is not lawful for them to treat of: any Bufinefs,
nor {6 much as to makea Vifit, or faluteany one, till they have firft difcharged that Duty
towards God. This‘Cuftom is of very great Antiquity amongit the Fews, and may ferve
to explain thofé Words of Chrift to his Difciples, upon fending them to preach the Gof
pel: And falute 20 Man by the Way, Luke x. ver.4..

Upon
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Upon carefully examining into the Order of the Fewifh Prayers, and the Rubric or Di-

reétions for performing them, we fhall find, that they differ very little from ours, They

have their Prayers for Morning, Noon, and Night; and though they do notufethe Terms
of Double, Semidouble, or Simple, they neverthelefs have Offices of different Kinds, as well
common as‘proper, in the fame manner as we have: They likewife have their Comme-

morations, as will be feen when we come to fpeak of their Feftivals. In fhort, as Te
have our Services after the Manner of the Roman, Gallican, and other Churches, {0 have

they theirs according to that of the Spanifh, German, Italian, 8c. Synagogues.

Tue Defcription our Author gives of the Tephilin, which they wear in Time of Prayer,

fhews what the Phylacteries mentioned in the Gofpel were, and which moft of our In-

terpreters have explained aukwardly enough. Aimongft others, I know not what Father

Imelote, of the Oratory, in his French Notes upon the Verfion of the New Teftament

means, by faying, that the Tephilinand Taled were ‘fewi/b Ornaments, which the Maf-

ter of each Houfé uféd to put on, in order to eat the Pafcal Lamb in amore grand and fo-

lemn Manner. He is here led into an Error by Genebrard, who, to maintain this Opi-

nion, quotes Orab Haiim ; though, in the very Place he quotes out of that Book, there

is no mentionmade of any holy Ornaments, that were neceffary to the Celebration. of
the Paffover ; but only of a four-corner’d Garment, which the Tews were obliged to wear
at that Time, but to avoid Ridicule have now laid afide, only wearing under their Clothes,

a {quare Cloth with four Taffels or Strings unravelled at the Ends.

Tuis falfe Notion has been the Caufe of afcribing the Ufe of confecrated Ornaments, at

the Celebration of the holy Myfteries, to the earlieft of Times; and fome People pretend

ftill' to thew us the Chafubles of feveral of the Apoftles, But the wifeftand moft learned

Writers believe nothing of it ; and Iam furprifed that Cardinal Bona fhould fo paffionately
inveigh againft Nicolas Alemannius, for infifting that the Apoftles never had the Ufe of

confecrated Veftments, and for treating every Thing that has been faid on this Subjectas
smhaginary and ridiculous. The Cardinal grounds his Affertion upon the Writings of Ba-

ronius, de Monchi, Stapleton, du Sauffay, and others; who are of Opinion, that: Fefus

Chriff, atthe laft Supper, wore a confecrated Garment fuitable to that Ceremony. Whereas

Cardinal Bona himfelf, indeed, fays no more, than that the Apoftles only, celebrated

the Myfteries in ceremonial Veftments ; but that as to e/ius Chrift, when heinftituted this

Sacrament, he had no other than his ordinary Clothes on. Yet neither of Affer-

tions has any_ Foundation in Truth; and Walafrid Strabo was much in ‘the right when
he faid, That in thé Pris they wfed to elebrate Maji in the Clothes they gene»
rally wore ; tho’ not for the Reafon which Fofeph le Vicomte gives us, viz. that in thofe

Days the Church was not able to bear the Expence of Clothes that were rich and fuitable

to her Ceremonies, but becaufe the firft Chriftians, who for the greateft Part had

been Fes, 3 ufed to celebrate the Myfteries at their Affemblies, in the fame Clothes
which they were uféd to wear in their Synagogues. I am likewife of Opinion, that
the Copes which our Priefts now ufe, were taken from the Fewi/h Cloke, or the Ro-
man Gown, or perhaps from both. For itis probable, that both the Roman andthe Few,"
after having quitted their refpettive Religions for Chriftianity, till retained theirufual Drefs,
To which we may add, that Mafs wasantiently faid in Copes, and that the Eaftern Priefts,

at this very Time, chufe to officiate in them ratherthan in our Chafubles: But asthey were

found more cumberfome, they are now made fhorter amongftus, and opened atthe Sides,
which makes them much more convenient, and lefs expenfive. Jn the fame Manner, the

Albe is taken from the Roman Tunic, which being made fhorter, and wider, is now be-
come our Surplice. In primitive Times then we fee, there was no Difference between the
ceremonial Veftments, and thecommon Dref&, Time alone having produced this Differ-

ence ; the Laity having been perpetually changing their Fathions, while the Clergy have

always retained their antient Manner of Drefs. Now, as at the Celebration of the Myfte-
Ties

2 +
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ries of Religion, all‘People put on their beft Clothes, and the Church, by Degrees, ac-

quired immenfe Riches, and built magnificent Temples ; in Procefs of Time it has hap-

pened, that rich and coftly Veftments have been introduced,

Tue vaft Number of Bleffings and. Thank(givings, -ufed by the $ewsat the Beginning

and End of all their A@tions, is alfo a great Help to.us, forthe better Underftanding of

feveral Paffages of St. Pau/, wherein he {peaks of the Praifes and Thank{givings, which

we ought continually to give unto God.. * For, fays he, if I by Gracebe a Partaker,

why am I evil fpoken of, for that which I give Thanks? Whether therefore ye eat or drink,

or whatfoever ye do, do all to the Glory of God. 1 donot hereby mean thofe Benediétions

and particular Thankfgivings, which we find in the tenth Chapter of the firft Epiftle to

the Corinthians, concerning the Eucharift ; tho’ they are perfectly well explained-by the

Benediétions and Thankfgivings, which the Yews obferve at the Celebration of their Pa

fover. There are many other Things of this Nature, which cannot be well explained,

but by the Manners and Cuftoms of the Yews.

In the ‘¥ewi/h Formulary, they have a Prayer which they ufe in public for thofe Princes,

‘whofe Subjects they are ; containing feveral Articles, and at the End of every one, the Peo-

ple fay Amen. In order to expref their Zeal on this Occafion, they generally, during this

f a“ embrace the Book ofthe Le aes ne whatever they,.ask
of God in Behalf of their Princes, is with a View only to fome particular Advantage, which
is from thence to accrue tothe ‘Yewi/h Nation. May the King of Kings through bis Mercy

preferve our Prince, may He incline him to do good to all the Miaclites, and under his Reign

may Judah be preferved, may \itael remain in Safety, and may the Redeemer, come into Sion.
I know not whether we may not conclude from this Prayer, that St. Paw/, who was fo well
acquainted with the Cuftoms of the Synagogue, followed this'Precedent, when he taught
the ptimitive Chriftians to pray unto God, for the Kings and Princes of the World: But
be that as it will, we cannot difapprove the great Number of Bencdiétions, which the Fews
obferve on fo many different Occafions ; fince the Chriftian Churches, both of the Eaftand
Weft, havealmoft as many in their Prayer-Books and Rituals. And indeed Benediétions

“of all kinds are ever good and laudable, when performed in honour of God, and without
Superftition. 5 5 ‘ ,

I say, without Superitition, becaufe the ‘ews are charged with making a wrong Ule
of the Name of God and his Angels in fome of their Betiedi@tions, in hopes of perfuading
them by akind of Magic, to be more familiar and favourable to them, upon a) i i
that the Patriarchs had Angels, who were as Mafters and Guardians to them. But
Rabbi is fo far from holding any fuch Opinion, that, agreeably to the Bible and the Talmud,
he here condemns all Magic. “We may fee too, by the fifth Article of their Belief, that
they forbid the Worfhip of Angels, when they fay, That a Man ought neither to worfbip
them, nor ferve them as Mediators or Interceffors. The Fews, however, pay great Honour and
Refpect to the Angels; and we find by our Author, that formerly when they went to eafe Na-

‘ture in any Place where they might be expoféd to Danger, they recommended themfelves
* to their Guardian Angels. And this Invocation is yet to be {een in their Books, expreffed as
follows: * May ye be honoured, ye venerable and. bleffed Minifters of Gods preferve me, pre-
Serve me; belp me, help me. There are, even at this Time, devout ‘fews, who pray after that
manner, groufiding their Practice on this Paflage: ° For he fhall give his Angels charge over
thee, to keep thee in ail thy Ways. In fhort, the Belief of Guardian Angels was an eftablith’d

Opinion in the Synagogue in the Time of our Lord, as well as it isnow in our Church.

Ir muft be allowed, however, that there are fome ‘fews, who prophane the Name of
God and his Angels, and turn it to an ill Purpofe, in order to perform Things out of the

* 1 Cor. x. ver. 30, 31. a P
> Orah. Haim. n, 3. 2 tENS S ae
© Pia. xci. ver. 11,

_ Courfe

2
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Courfe of Nature, difguifing this evil Praétice, under the Pretence of i its being authorifed

by the * Casala; that the World may be induced to believe, that in this they 1 al fola

low the Tradition of their Fathers. And indeed under this Notion of Traditio:

impofé upon the more ignorant amongft themfelves, and even many Chriftians, \ who fi
fer themf{elvesto be feduced by thefe cabaliftical Imaginations, upon which the whole mas
gic Art is grounded. But what is moft furprifing, is, that Reuchlin, one of the moft

learned Men of the. laft Age, fhould have amufed him€lf with writing on fo trifling a

Subject. The Extravagances even of the Count de Gadalis, which lately appeared, were not
difagreably received: So trueit is, that Mankind has a natural Propenfity to Superftition.

The Cabala, in my Opinion, takes its Rife from the Philofophy of Pythagoras and Platos
which fome of the ‘ews have jumbled together with Fudaifim, {cattering throughout the
“whole an infinite Number of {trange Notions and idle Dreams, the Children of Idlenef$and

Superftition; as appears by the Books of Adam, Enoch, Salomon, and feyeral others, to

which neither our,Author, nor any Yew, or Chriftian of er Senfe, give the es Credit.

Tue Fews are not only remarkably. devout, _but charitable too; ian Jin their
Cicd the Charity ofthe primitive Criftiansto their Brethren: By ‘which thelatter, at that ae only imitated what was then, and ftill
is, praétifed in the Synagogues; whereas, on the contrary, we haye fearce retained’ the

Remembrance of it. I fhall not here mention their Dikipline, which is perfectly regular,
as will appear in the Chapter concerning their Excommuitication and Repentance; but

fhall juft obferve, by the way, that the ‘¥ews endeavour not only. to make Atonement to

God by an inward, but alfo by an outward, Contrition and Repentance. And sed this Pur-

ese Imitation of them. - Sure i ivis, "that they infliG fevere Punifhments cael ged
guilty of heinous Crimes: But this is privately putin Execution; fuch Things not being al-
lowed by thofe Princes, whofe Subjeéts they are. But, indeed, as to all other Things, the

ews muft be owned to give much into external Ceremonies ; becaufe (fay they) all external

A@tions are defign’d for no other End than to regulate and diteét the internal AGions of thes
Minds So that by the wafhing of their Hands, they intend the purifying their Conf
As by an Abftinence from unclean Meats, they propofe the avoiding of Crimes 5 and look

all Precepts. of external Behaviour, as an immediate: Application to -therinternal.
Bena ot pay Deban herby to approve the exceflive Striétnels of me
Rittous ems ; 3 rife for! fix Days : Sun ett ud,
to lie in Bed pe inti t Refp pt, tharcom=
mands us toreft on it; all which appear tome as {fo many vicious Affectations. I amlike-
wile: for difimisiing thofe Anatomitts, who are ep reais thesia Manioarnucithesett

any] Failure _ during the Courfe. mfecrated on:Purpofe
to atone for fuch Failure. I thall n d their.
the Time of Sicknefs; nor their Zeal in changing their Name ener any Ape

fion of ‘Death, ButI og obferved, that in this Point, as well as others, they ‘at witha
ftrong Superftition. When th fey emia Remeber afrome Hate dtl Sure of God, and others of the famevkinds.
and. if they efcay geet of their Lives, retain them, « c
their Health to if Names : ae A
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‘Tuere Preachers do fot fo much affeét Eloquence, as a profound Knowledge in the
Scriptures, and Decifions of their Rabbi's. "They apply theméelves particularly tothe Study

of afort of ‘Books, which they call, Sceelot Vetecuvot, that is Que/tions and Anfwers; which
bear a great Refemblance to tof of our Cafuifts. “As very’ one artiongft them is at Li-

betty to preach, we may eafily imagine, how Chriftand his'Apoftles came to preach in the

Synagogues, and how we ought to underftand what is faid by St. Luke, That Fefus Chrift

was Peel in the Temple, fitting in the midft of the Doétors, both hearing them and asking them
Queftions : Not that he went thither with Intent to fet up for an Inftructor of thofe Doctors,

but placed himlf amongft fach as were Scholars, in order to ‘be inftruéted himfelf, which
is ftill practifed by the ‘fews ; and for this Reafon their Synagogues ate commonly called

Schools, We might here add many other Particulars; But wemuft remember, that this

is a Preface only, and nota Book.

‘Tomy Reader I fhall leave all fach ‘Refietions as may juftly be applied to what our
Author fays concerning Marriages, Divorces; and Degrees of Relation; which give Light
into feveral Paflages of the New Teftament. I thall fay no more upon this Subje&, than

that the Jews ttriGly as Marriage to every one, without Exception. Rabbi Mo/es,
v d in thE Study of

the 1 ay thay oke-w longer Time than what is prefcribed to others, provided he'live
chaftly during that Time : But otherwife, he is of St-Paul’s Opinion, that it is bettet to

marty | than burn.) The: faifie Thing is now practifed in the Eaftern Church; and the
Ives, who are naturally jealous, require all Priefts either to marry, or become

Monks’; the very Maronite * Priefts themfelves, tho’ they acknowledge the Bithop of Rome,
are obliged to marry; that is to fay, before they are-made Priefts, And this is the Rea-
fon’ why feito unwilling to receive them into Orders t before they are martied,

ne (as T faid | Rep ere siete Monafteries,.. oe oye ~ siete 03
Sir Tait
= Asto the ‘Supplement concerning. the modern. Karaitesan ds mari ‘ thi

‘Work, as thefe two Seéts are little known in Europe, 1 iged to ‘mention: them, that
our, Authormight not appear in any. manner defeétive., "The Rabbinift Jews, thatis, fach
as follow the. Do&rine and Traditions of . ee charge them with many Ertoré,
either out of Malice or Ignorance 5 3 in order to. difcoyer the. Truth of which, I have been
obliged to have recourfe tothe Karaites and Samaritans theméfelyes, The Karaitewhom
‘have produced is one of the greateft Learning and Reputation of his Se@. His Ti

1ow preferved:i in Baitcnin the iia of the Fathers of the Orato Yaa

é ‘ 1 ei Shiba See ee and Byype wie to
Fofeph Scaliger, concerning their Ceremonies and Cuftoms.. I was notiable to come at
¥ the: Original, .but only.a Tranflation made by M. Morin, one of the Fathers of the “Ora-
tory, at the Requeft of M. de Peyrofé, which J found, written in |

turning over the Samaritan Pentateuch, a Manufcript.n

é RAD Tee aa 5 ie ae f
ies muftbe obteryed, that:Leo/of Madena, in giving us the. Hebrews Words 4 vin

3 has done a Thing unufual to his Nation. At firft I! ‘had'fome Thoughts oFkeeping upothe Oxthography of our Tongue, but’ afterwards tefolved ito follow his, im-
agining my Rea would be pleafed to fee,in what manner the Italian Fews ‘pronounce
Hebrew. Ne $I have fomewhat deviated. from it-in this Preface, “and in’the Sup-
plement, . in order to-come as near as I could tothe French way off pronouncing Hebrew;
tho’ lam ‘perfuaded very féw People will take Notice of it. At the fame Time it is. plea-
fant ‘enough to fee a Frenchman write Hebrew after t - the German Manner; becaufe he has
made ule of Bustorf’s Digtionary,, or fome of the MA ety ms Ger

+"8 The Jefuit Dankiei Hae Secoee‘Nagel of | the Maronites.

. 5 2 . Mans.
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mans. This different Manner of writing the Hebrew Words, proceeds from . the different

ways of pronouncing ‘them: But were it agreed how they fhould be pronounced, there
would ftill rergain a Difficulty how to agree upon the Way of writing them: Becaule aS
French, Germans, Spaniards, and Italians, pronounce'the fame Letters after a di

Maheee: and are each of them obliged often to ufe feveral different Charaéters to
one fingle Hebrew Letter right. The Authors of the Greek Verfion of the Bible, common- .

ly known under the | Name of the Septuagint, differ in this fone St nae and ten

However, I cannot agree with our Author, who believes the Italians pronounce the
Hebrew better than any other Nation. The Spaniards, moft of whom are now ‘inthe

Levant, are not at all inferior to them in this Point; and Iam: even of Opinion, that
they excel them and all other People, not only a as-toPronunciation, but alfo as tothe Man-

writing: “For their Mannféripts are incorner of =

Ttalians, Germans, or other Levantines, Andindeed, they haveapplied themfelves to the
Study of the Grammar and Language of Holy Writ, much more than any other Nation.

When they were driven out of Spain, they took Refuge in the Dominions of the Turk,
and fettled chiefly at Conffantinople, Salonica, and thereabouts’; where, to this Day, they are_

remarkable for the Gravity which they obferve in their Ceremonies, It is true, they. do

not {peak pure Spanifh: But corrupt as it is, they-make ufe of a Spanifh Tranflation of
the Bible. Their sae in all Parts are more neat,*and_ have more of Ornament and
Magnificence than thofe of other Nations, They are very nice, in having the Pent
and other Books, which they ufe in their Synagogues, fairly copied; which I obferve

the way, in favour‘of thofe who make Collections of Hebrew Manuferipts. When I pre-
ferthe Spani/b Fewste all others, I only {peak of thofé who ‘are generally known, not being
able to fay any Thing of tho who live in the farthermoft Parts of Afia, of whom wehave
fo Knowledge at all. But Iam furprifed, that among fo many’ Jefiaits and other Monks,
-as travel into thofe Countries, none have had the Curiofity to give us fome Information: con-

oe J s there, or to bring us fome of their Bibles, ‘or let know ii
ma DARREN : oie

other jews in ‘Riches, «ill: oe were : banifhed Frances 3 fom wale we rape the b,
that be isas rich asa Jew. For itis certain, that in thofe Days they poffeffed en
"-Houfés and Eftates in the Neighbourhood of Paris. ‘The exorbitant Ufaries which they

e é of its being beneficial to:the | fe a

wasa Frenchman’, \ ‘Paris.
~ wasborn at Troyesin i Champagne od Commentaries upon the Bible,
which the Fews commonly p prefer 0 all others. coo many have affirmed, | iat
‘this Rabbi v was: of Lunel is in Lg for this Reafon; ‘that the Nuke of arbi in Hle-ew, ne — of Lunel? ‘But in my Opiniou
they are miftaken; becauf the oe. is not Farhi, as moft of | Wi.
ters call him, but I¢/abaki, or PT as-the Feros ftile him. Tt is
R. Benjamin, in his Trav Is, mentions one R. Solomon of feats whom OoyfantineL’ Em-

-— pereur
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pereur pretends, i is our celebrated R. Solomon; buthe does not confider, that he was dead
“before that 1 ‘ime. This I obferve occafionally, in Behalf of our French Fews, who’ have
acquired « -quire¢ a great Reputation, for having excelled all others in the Knowledge of the Ta/-
mud; and shel tho of Chonpett ie made it their particular Study. ‘They are
‘the Authors o >beft Part of what we call To/aphot, Additions to, or Explanations of, the
“Talmud, as may be ae the Treatife entitled Fubafin, or of Families, and in Yemab
‘David. Mott “of thee ews were of Rheims, or of Tr =o there publickly taughe
the Talmud to thofe oftheir own Nation,

add, that: siglo dhe Wiainteripe Spani(h Bibles are preferred to all
‘others, ‘yet thofe written by the ‘Yews of Languedoc, and of the Frontiers of Spain, arenet *

» atall inferior to them. The City of Narbonne is the chief Place in the World where the

‘Fews moftly applied themfelves to tranferibe good Copies of the Bible; and we ought in

this Senfe to take the Meaning of thefe Words of R. Benjamin at the Beginning of his

Travels. Narbonne is the Miftrefi of the Law, and from thence the Law bath’ iffued, i in
order to diffufe itfelf over all the Parts of the World. Tt has great Dottors, who are

Princes, whereof the cbigf is %s R, Kalonimos the Son of Natci, or mo/? potent Prince,. R. Theo-
dore g of the Famil and popped of Taberitances and Lands,

re Lords of that Country have canted him. M. de Sancy, during his Embaffy 2 at
‘the ite made ftriét Enquiry after the beft Manufcripts of the Bible that could be found
in the Levant. . The moft correét of all tho which he brought over wi him, is a
Ory, written for this Na/ci, or Prince Theodore, whom the Few. Benjamin has juft now

tioning; moft of them are preferved in the Library of the Fathers of the Ora-
tory at Paris, This Manufcript, as appears at the End of of it, was written in the Year
967. which anfwers to our Year 1207, I have alfo {een very fine Manufcripts of the

Bible copied at 1 ignan, which, however, are not to be compared to thofe of Na
t Copy of ible, fo famous amongft the ews, which bears t ne Title’o iillel,

and was the Standard by which, as an Original, they cofreé Books, came from,the Kingdom of Leon in Spain, and not from Lyons in France, as Taw, cs have
written. At the fame Time we muft obferve, that it is not of fach Anti quity as the
SYews pretend, as I could eafily prove by the different Leffons of | tat Masses To
conclude, I am of Opinion it would bea very difficult ‘Matter ni a-days to find Ma-
nufcripts of the Bible of « above 600 Years old, and we ought to fafp
of amore antient Date, And were there any fuch to . found, hy

the Maffora ; as Imy felt a feen ao of them,

u Becanie they ave not Sagi ions correét, I‘might here give Se eoaeen feveral Reflections concerning thefe Manufcripts, in order to
diftinguith the good from the bad ; but this will carry me too far, Los T fear 1 al-
ready gone beyond the Limits of a Preface to a fmali Book. 1 add,
that this fecond Edition i is more correét than the firft, in which 1
feeagp ile the Sheets had made feral Additions id

mi a way Hee Hi Soh
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CUSTOMS and CEREMONIES

PRESENT JEW Ss.

PART I

CHAP. 1 Tat?
The Origin of eG Cu, sefen: and | Ceremonies of theJEWS; ©

‘their VE: al D

HE Ceremonies and Cuftoms of the prefent a

1 not all of equal A Authority ; neither
all of them alike ; sho: pee es
into three’ Claffes,. ‘The firft

yy SREY

to 5 the oral Law, or
- : Word of Mouth; and “this:

Denomination is given to thofe Comments or Annotations which the Rabbi's and Doc-
tors have made in their Days upon the Pentateuch, and to an infinite Variety of Ordi-
nances and Laws, which they call Mizvoth Rabanan, or Commandments of the Deltor
and which were colleéted into one large Volume, called the Talmud, of whi
take particular Notice in the fecond Chapter of the fecond Part of this Di



DISSERTATION
UPON

HE greateft Part of Mankind would. have no Know-=

| ‘ledge of a God, if the Worfhip which is paid him,

‘was not attended with fome external Signs. The more

dark and confufed their Ideas have been of the Supreme

| Being, the more abfurd and extravagant have beer

thefe Signs of their Adoration, Ignorance has carried

Devotion even to Barbarity ; and the wifeft amongft an

MINE Number of formidable Zealots, will bé the ever-
a of Ridicule. ‘Some’ of ‘thefe haye im-
rene imagined, that murder and deftroy thei

= Fellow-Creature without the leaft Remorfe, was the beft

Service they could pay the Cfeator ; others, have vainly fancied that by an * excefflive whitl-
ing themfelves round they were to ftupify their Senfes, and throw them(felves proftrate on

the Ground: Some, have been fo fantaftic and extravagant as to ‘ lath theméelves, and fwing
over a Fire: And others, to continue in# Raptures as many Hours as poflibly they could.
The Foundation of eee and Chappels, the Ceremonies of SS

People hive believed that, in order to obtain the Afiftance of ind the Forgive-
nef of their Sins, they were (if I maybe allowed the Expreffio rt

him by endlefs Exclamations, to dazzle his Eyes with pompous or extraordinary Cere~

monies, and with impertinent and very often infupportable Cultoms: But few have been

able to raife their Minds up to the divine Being, and break through thofe numerous *
Rites, which were asfo many Obftacles in their Ways all which will more particularly
appear in the Sequel of this Difcourfe,

2 The Seythians, Mexicans, Peruvians, &c. a":
» ‘The Twkib Dervites. € - -

* © The Bramins. 5

@ The Spe and thofe called Pictifi.
Vou B. T wii



2 ADAISSERTATIOWN

I wiz not hereamufe my Reader with a critical Enquiry into the Origin of Words

that exprefS that Duty, which Men have, in all Ages, thought themfelves indifpen-

ably bound to pay unto the Deity of what Nature foever he be. It is almoft needlef to

inform him, that, to adoreand adorare, are derived from ad and orare; as if we fhould

fay, ad os referre manum, to pray with the Hand before the Lips. We leave thefe and

many other Etymologies, to fuch as think them an Ornament to their Writings: Buc

we fhall only fay, that Men have extremely multiplied the Terms defigned to exprefs

areligious At; imagining, perhaps, that the fame Idea expreffed in their Prayers, in

different Terms ; fome more fubmiffive than others, and always attended with certain

Ceremonies, which they thought moft acceptable to God, might prove more fuccefs-

: ful, and in a more effectual Manner fecure the divine Affiftance. The Greeks and Ro-

' mans thought there was a fort of Magick Charm in fome particular Words and fuper- .

ftitious Forms, which they made ufe of in their Prayers, and were even perfuaded,

that, by the prevailing Power of them, they could compel the Deity to be favourable

to them. I am_willing to believe that no Chriftian can be fo ftupid and fuperftitious

as to imagine that his Prayers will have any fuch Virtue: But there are very few Men

perhaps, who do not believe they fhall obtain what they ask of God, by ufing a

Variety of fynonimous Terms, attended with ion;.in which all the

Religion of an infinite Number of People does entirely confift. ; *

Tuere is no great Difficulty to find out the Origin of Prayer. No fooner had

Adam fallen, but he was forced to implore the divine Mercy, and beg God’s Affiftance

againft che various Eyils, which were the unhappy Refult of his Difobedience ; but

although he had retained his Innocence, he could never have been excufed from im-
ploring the Help of his Creator, and offering up his moft humble-Supplications to him;

and hence proceeded * Cain and Abel's Sacrifices, though we otherwife know not either

the Merit or Manner of them. All that can be faid farther is, that it appears from

facred Writ, that at that very Time Cain was a wicked Man. After the Death of

Abel, * and when Seth was old enough to know and worfhip God, it is to ‘be fup-
pofed that fome pious Men began to form a kind of Church, and fall into a regular

Way of Worthip: But the manner of it is likewife unknown to us.

As all Mankind in general have the fame Favours to beg of God, it is no Wonder that
their Forms of Prayer fhould be almoft the fame, or at leaft alike in many Refpegts.:

They alltend to the fame End, and their Neceffities are the fame ; but as duane De
o and t pon him: corpo=

“hin kewile loft the true Spirit of Prayer.

He added Superftition to his Worship, -ferved God under corporeal Notions, and. being

no longer capable of contemplating him in Spirit, whether through Pride, Fear, or

Weaknefs, he was pleafed to reprefent him by Images, Statues, Gc. He offered up un-

to him all that could be offered to Men in order to appeafe them, and arrived at fuch 2

Degree of Extravagance at laft, that he no longer dared to addref§ him@lf to him with-
out Formalities, ina fhort, eafy, and a plain Manner, fo as to be underftood both by

the People and.himfelf. Hence arofe fo many extraordinary Ceremonies, fuch extrava-

-yagant As of Deyotion, and fuchan infinite Number of Forms, ufed in Prayer, which
mutt have doubtle§ a very whimfical Effet, when not underftood. Such amongft the
ancient Gentiles was the Io Pean, which made a Part of their pompous Addreffes to

Apelle, and which, if we may judge of it by the different Ways they have explained thefe
* wwo Words, they did not under{tand. :

2 Gensfis, Chap.iv.

» Ibid. ver. 26. : , g
“Some have explained them by in Talay, beal, O 5 Si erTate >» O Pean. Pean was one of Apollo's Sirnames, others have givenother Senfesto thefe two Words. And it is poffiblé, that thofe who derived them from two Hebyeen Words, which.fignify it . 2 A sagaily, es look dowom sepen ws, have given them a better Interpretation than either the antient Greeks, or

AmoncsT
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Amonest the ancient Idolaters, Prayers fometimes preceded Sacrifices; fometimes

they were ufed after them, and often between them. ’Tis very probable, thac the firft

Race of Men did not offer up unto God any Blood-Offerings ; and that having no Temples,

they ufed at firft to invoke him in the open Fields, or every Man in his own Habita-

tion, without the leaft outward Shew, Myftery, or any of thofe human Thventions,

which in procefs of Time produced the Irreligion of fome, and the Bigotry: of others.

This Manner of Worthip was too plain and fimple; they foon went into the Groves to

worthip, and there built Chappels. The Silence of the Place infpired them with Devotion.

They confecrated unto God the talleft Trees of the Forefts, and from thence they went up

to the Hills. In thort, they carried their religious Worfhip to the Tops of Mountains,

“and as they changed their Situation, they took Care to leave Gods behind them where-

ever they came. God has upbraided the Yews with this fhameful Idolatry. We fee ne-

verthelef in the Old Teftament, that before the Promulgation of the Law, the Patri-

archs did the fame in regard to the true God. After all, there was no other Evil in

this Manner of Worfhip than the icati ic Deities. Devotion requires

that Silence’ ‘oods and Fields infpire. Mountains and other
high Places give us an awful Idea of God’s Exaltation and Superiority over us: And

tis probable, that * Yupiter for the fame Reafon (according to Arrian) was worthipped

upon the Mountains of Bithynia; but had no Temple confecrated to him there, (becaufe

of God’s Immenfity,) and the Sicyonians worfhipped fome of their Gods in the fame

Manner. The Gete and ancient Indians likewife confecrated no Temples to their

Gods ; and as for the ancient Perfians, it is well known, that in their Irruptions into

Greece, they deftroyed all the Temples which they found there, out of a zealous

Perfuafion that God being infinite, could not be circumfcribed, or lodged within a

Temple. The fame Perfians did not reprefent the fupreme Being by Statues 5 neither

did they ere&t Altarsto him ; but offered their Sacrifices on high Places. It is certain

that the Idolatry of that Nation was much purer than that of the reft of the Heathens,

but efpecially more free from the Rubbifh and confufed Mafs of Superftitions and

Fables of the Greeks. ‘The learned Hide goes ftill a great deal farther. He affures us, in

his Hiftory of the Religion of the ancient Perfians, that for a great Length of Time they

preferved the truc Religion. The Romans themfelves, who afterwards multiplied their

Gods to that Degree, that they had Deities for all the Neceffaries of Lifes for Difeates
ths. itche he Market ; for the Table and the Bed, &e. not

which their Imaginations had framed. for prefid-

ing. over their Marriages ; *the Romans, 1 fay, continued to worfhip their Gods for above

one hundred and feventy Years, without making any Reprefentations of them: And bad that

been fill obferved to this Day (fays Varro) the Worfbip paid them would have been more

pure and holy. It is probable, that Numa, the Founder of their religious Worthip, had

more adequate Ideas of Religion than other Idolaters, and poflibly he might have

drawn them from fuch Springs as were not intirely corrupted. Thofe very Romans did

not fwerve from the Prattice of the primitive Times, (that is to fay) from the Cuf

tom of Worthipping the Gods in Woods, and fetting up their Worthip ser orests. "Twas
in thofe Places, that they built the Temple of Diana Aricina, of Yuna Lacinia;

there it was that the Temple of the Goddefs Pomona was ily in the Form and Man-

ner that Chartari has reprefented it, and which may be feen at the End of this Dié

fertation; and it is thus, that the modern Indians {catter their Tdols all over the Woods,

and Fields,» The People of Guinea, and thofe of the Ifland of Zocotora, repair like~

wife to Groves in order to perform their religious Worfhip, and make ufé of the tal-
ee '

3, tna was likewife worfhipped upon a Mountain of that Name, ficuate between Syria and Egypt. The fame

‘Fupiter was af worthipped upon a Mountain of Afoab, mamed Peor, and from thence itis called Baal-Peor,
> Se. ulin, of the Gy of God, Lib. IV.ch.31. In the fame Treatife may be feen a large and particular Account

of thofe lefler Roman Deities, whe were appointed to prefide over all the Aétions of Life, and even over thofe thac

were the moft mechanic and mean,

left
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left of their hollow Trees inftead of Temples. The Deities of the Negroes (according
to the Relations of Travellers) have no other Sanétuaiies. The Laplanders placed

their Storsjunkare upon Mountains amongft Trees, or in Places of difficult Accef$; in

fhort, we ourfelves have likewife in ‘fome meafure given a Sanétion to this rural De-

votion, and upon a Suppofition that God has appointed the Saints as Protedtors of the

Univerfe (which, according to the Scripture, they are one Day to judge) have honoured

the Woods, the Hills, and Rocks with their Names. ;

Devotion having thus made hef Retreat into the wild and defart Places, it is no

wonder that fome Men, who were warmer Zealots than the reft of Mankind, fhook off

the Cares of Life, gave over all bodily Labour, and grew indolent, idle, and even

favage from their enthufiaftic Veneration for the Gods. Yet this was not fufficient 5

a myfterious Turn was given to this folitary Worfhip, and fevere Penances were added

to it: Thus the Bramins for the moft partlive under Trees, and imagining, with the

ancient Idolaters, that their religious Worfhip can never be too private, of too clofely
concealed. The Entrance to their * Pagods is built fo very low, that the Day icfelf can

hardly give any Light to their Idolatry. ‘The Woods and Defarts are for the Genera-

lity, their favourite Habitations, that ife their Worfhip in a voluntary
and affeéted Mifery, in Imitation of the ancient Brachmans and Gymnofophifts, who

in their Solitude denied themfelves even the common Neceflaries of Life; who from

the Rifing to the Setting of the Sun (as St. Auflin tells us) with fledfaft Eyes Surveyed

its Glories, flanding in the midft of burning Sands, fometimes upon one Leg, and fometimes

upon the other. The Turks have likewife affetted this kind of Devotion ; witnef the

auftere Lives many of their Dervifes lead amongft Rocks, and in folitary Woods,

according to the Accounts given us by the moft celebrated Travellers: Some Chriftians

too have praétifed this kind of painful and melancholy Devotion. We have former-

ly had, and ftill have among us to this Day, fome of thefe pious Reclufes, whofe Aufte-

rities are no ways inferior to thofe of the Indian Bramins, and who voluntarily undergo the

moft whimfical, tormenting, or cruel-Fatigues that the human Body can poflibly bear

up under. In fhort, it is certain, that in all Ages, Men have had a ftrong Propenfity

to carry their Devotions into folitary Places, where doubtlefs they imagined they fhould

find the Means of ferving the Deity in a manner more worthy of him, with greater Myf

tery, and lefs Diftra@ion; and perhaps took a Pride in expiating thofe Diforders

amongft the wild Beafts, which they had not been able to avoid in the Company) of

rational Creatures. ‘ ——

Wuen the ancient Idolaters arrived at any Place, they immediately offered up a
kind of ejaculatory Prayer to the Deity of the Country. When they were on a Journey,
they paid their Adoration to the Gods, which they fuppofed to prefide over thofe Places
through which they pafled. Neither the Fauni, the Dryades, the Napex, the Gods who

guarded the Limits of Countries, nor any other were omitted ; nay, fo great was the Re-

fpeé&t which the Romans paid to the Gods of their very Enemies, that they would

not fit down.before any Town’, till they had deputed Priefts to entreat them to retire

out of it, feating their Attempts might prove unfuccefsful, fhould the Gods be the

ftronger, or that they fhould be forced to make Prifoners of them in cafe they were

defeated. Upon any Emergency of State, it was the Cuftom for fome heroic Perfon

. to facrifice himfelf for the Sake of his Country, that the Gods might accept the volun-
tary Oblation of one Man as an Attonement for all the People. Many Nations offered

up Men in Sacrifices; and it was thus that the Ammonites worfhipped Moloch; the Car=

thaginians, Saturns and the Scythians of Tauris, the Goddef$ Diana; and this is a re-
Jigious Cuftom to this Day praétifed in feveral Nations of America. It was in ufe

* This Word here fignifies the Temple of the Deity, and is likewi ity id » and is likewife ufed for the Deity itfelf,

» Coram obfella urbe facerdotes Deos evocabant, &c. See Brouwer, de veterum ac recent. adorationibus,”

amongit
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amongft the Mexicans, till the Arrival of the Spaniards in the new-difcovered World.

But other Nations, not of fo favage a Difpofition, went no farthér than {carifying and
feourging themfelves, in order to appeafe the Anger of their Gods; and we find

amongft ourfelves fome Remains of this bloody Devotion. There are fome Chriftian

Penitents, who in their Proceffions fcourge, and flay, and tear their very Fleth off, to

draw down upon themfelves the divine Mercy: And thefe pious Proceffions are fre-

quently performed in Times of public Calamity, to invoke the Affiftance of the Al-

mighty, and thofe Saints who are appointed the Protedtors of our States.

As Men grew more civilized, they built themfelves Cities; Devotion fhone with a

greater Luftre, and removed from its ufual Retirements, into the moft public Places,

We have already hinted, that the Perfians believed the fupreme Being could not be

confined within the narrow Limits of a Temple ; yet Temples were abfolutely necef-

fary both for the Conyeniency of Worfhip, and the Honour of Religion. Nay, thofé

religious Places feem to heighten our Zeal, and give Stwength to our Devotion ; for

God himfelf is prefent, and prefides over fuch Affemblies. The moft illiterate Heathens

believed this, which is exactly conformable to what God himfelf has declared in his

Rates etethere am I in the midft of them. The Greeksand’Romans made their ‘to their
Gods in Temples. All Antiquity isa Witnefs of this; but under Pretence of Religion,

Debauchery foon crept in, and at laft became almoft an Aé of Faith in the Worthip

of various Deities. Bacchus, Saturn, Adonis, Pan, Flora, Priapus, and Venus were wor-

fhipped after a very profligate, irregular, and indecent Manner, The Women profti-

tuted themfelves in Honour of this laft Goddefs at Babylon, where fhe was worthipped

under the Name of * Mylitta; and the nocturnal Revels of Ceres were infamous, and

moft fhamefully obfcene. Chriftianity no longer admits of any of thefé enormous Prac-
tices ; and yet Affignations, Declarations of Love, Intrigues, and other fcandalous Ap-
pointments, continue to be made in our Churches; and the Devotion of Pilgrimages,
nine Days Solitude, €&c. are very often owing to a Variety of Caufes, wherein Reli-

gion is not any ways concerned, F

However, religious Worfhip being once confined to Temples, the Appointment of

Minifters for the Deities became neceffary. God himéelf inftituted thofé whom he defigned

forthe Service of the true Religion, and Mankind eftablithed thofe who propagated tharwhich
was the falfe. Both the one and the other, from the mercenary Views of worldly Intereft,
have been multiplied to an infinite Number.” ce fprang uj ) a numerous Crowd
of worthlefs Creatures, who pretend a Right to ferve at tho Altars which'maintain
them. True Religion by Degrees became lefs Spiritual, though more over-run with

Ceremonies, and the falfe, more myfterious and fantaftical. The Priefts found Means

to hinder Men from Action till they had been firft confulted. They fet all the Springs of

the Paffions in Motion, were at the Head of all Intrigues, and made themfelves Maf-

ters of the Courts of Princes. In fhort, they damn’d People for God’s Sake. So

great has the Authority of Priefts ever been in all * Religions. We know the Power of

the Augurs, Soothfayers, and Priefts amongft the Greeks and Romans, of the Magi among

the Perfians, of the Druids amongft the Gauls, of the Bards cae Con and
Britons ; and the World is impofed upon after the fame Manner to this very Day. The

Mufti, and other Doétors of the Mahometan. Law, are too often the grand Engines in,

+ Vid. Caftell. & alios de feftis Grec. In Thelmoph. Mulietre pudendum colebatio.
» Amongtt the Germans the Priefts gave Sentence of Life and Death upon | inals. Many Nations formerly chofe

their Prieftsfor Kings. Inthe Zap and Weft Indies, China, Fapan, 8c. the Priefts and Monks have an unlimited Power.

‘Men are fo framed by Nature, that there is an abfolute Neceffity that Pricits thould have Refpect paid them, in
order to maintain the Dignity of Religion; but the main Pointis, 0 fet reufonable Boundsto that Refppeét, fo as not
to fall into the Exceflés of thofe, who give themfelves up blindly to the Paffions of Priefts. =

Vor. I. = ‘the .
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the moft important Debates of the Divan. The Inhabitants of the New World, Africa,

the Ea/t Indies, &c. undertake nothing without the Advice of their Priefts and Fryars.

I prefume it is altogether unneceffary to produce Examples of what is practifed among

ourfelves.

Lev us proceed then, to give an Abftract of all the various Cuftoms which Men have

introduced into religious Worthip in Honour of the fupremeBeing. The Romans worfhipped

the Gods at the Break of Day; and honoured them with Thankfgivings on Feftivals, and

other folemn Occafions. The Law of the Twelve Tables was exprefs on this Point.

Let the People worfbip thofe. Gods who have always been acknowledged as fuch, and thofe Men

whofe Merit has gained them a Place in Heaven; fuch as Hercules, A.fculapius, Caftor

and Pollux, &c. Let them confecrate Chappels in Honour of thofe Virtues, to which thofe

holy Men are indebted for their Deification. To thefe the Romans made their folemn Ap-

plications in Times of Diftrefs; and they had their Days of Penance, as we have

ours, They went in Proceffion * bare-footed, &c. The ancient Germans facrificed

to their God, Thor every * Thurfday, in hopes by that Means to avert his terrible

Judgments of Hail-ftones, Lightning, and Thunder. Vows were had Recourfe to,

in order, as it were, to bribe the Gods, and bring them over to their Intereft by pro-

pofing Se amet with them on
fuch Occafions was carried i i Sand placed at the Feet of their Statues ;

and as foon asthe Favour implored of their Gods was obtained, it was no more than

Juftice to fulfil their Vow, and then the Contract was cancelled. This was deemed

an abfolute Acquittance.

Wirn regard to Prayers, Ye/us Chrif forbids his Difciples to lengthen them by vain
and impertinent Repetitions. Doubtlef§ a Repetition of the fame"Phing in Prayer, pro-

ceeds neither from Zeal nor Refpeét.’Tis very probable, that the Prayers of Idolaters

might be very tedious : Bucit is furprifing that Chriftians fhould have fallen into the

fame Error. In my Opinion, to repeat the fame Prayer to God fifty Times in the Space
of an Hour, is as impertinent, as to prefent fifty Copies of the fame Petition one

after another to a Prince. ‘Amoneft the Turks there are a fort of Bigots, who affect to

repeat the Name of God with an irreverent Volubility, which rather refembles Mad-

nefs than Devotion. The Ancients were very fond of ufing the Number Three in their

Prayers, of which we have here given fome * Inftances. They imagined likewife thac

their Gods delighted in a long Train of Titles and pompous Appellations, to exprefs

their Supremacy and Power ; and left they fhould unhappily diftinguifh” 1 by any
Name that might. give Offes SEY“ TOO TP Care to me Actributes with

a Sak or fome modeft Reftri@tion. But this isnot all the ‘ceremonious Part of Prayer ;
for when they prayed aloud, a Minifter of the *Gods rehearfed the Prayer to the People,

Who repeated it in the very fame Terms ; and the fame Thing is now practifed amongft

the Roman Catholic and Englifh Chriftians, as well as amongft-the Turks. I fhall take

no Notice of fuch Prayers as were uttered in a low Voice in public Affemblics,

* Nusipedaliay V . Tertull. Apolog. 4.

°V. Ole Hier.
© Vota concepta Tabeliis infcribebant ... .. ita conforipta fignabant...2.. obfignata afigebant Deonwm fiatwis...... Voti

compotes fasti Tabellas folvebant, id eff lacerabant. Brouwer de Adovationibus, ,

® V. Thevenot.” + a

« For Example: Horae faith to Diana, Que labortntes sitero puellas ter oocata andis. ‘Tibullus, Ter cane, ter diffis
ee Carminibus. aes Ler tellit in ethera Palmas.

‘or Inffance Quogue nomine, quoquo vitu, quagua facie te fas eft invocare; and this other, five Dews, five Deg
es: not prefiuming to afcertain the Sex'of the Deity whom they worhhipped, : ; ?

F Praco, isgemigug. i

’

~ nor



upon RELIGIOUS WORSHIP. 7

nor of the *Set Forms confécrated to this pious Ufe, as well amongft the Ancients as

the Moderns. Every Religion has its own particular Forms; and indeed it would be

impoflible to do without them, unlefs Men were refolved to introduce Diforder and

Anarchy into Religion,

I serore obferved, that the Romans worthipped their Gods at Break of Day: Nay,

almoft all the Nations in the World, even the moft barbarous and favage, obferved this

Cuftom. At Day-break the Per/ian Magi began their Hymns in Honour of their Gods,

and faluted the Rifing Sun, that Orb of Light, which they looked upon as an Eternal

Principle. The ancient Tartars \ikewife began the Day with Invocations to the Sun,

to whom they every Morning offered up the choiceft of their Meats and Drinks; but

Idolaters of a more ftrié& Picty did not confine their Devotion to the Morning only.

Every Hour of the Day is proper for the Practice of this Duty; for which Reafon the
Evening as well as the Morning Hours were fet apart for the Service of the Gods.

?T would be tedious to mention the many Sacrifices, Ceremonies, and nocturnal Prayers

in Ufe amongft the Heathens. The Mahometans call the People to Prayers five Times

a Day, and he who will be a faithful man muft:be exact herein ; they appear at

this their Devotion-in-fo-modeft “and s impoffible to exprefs

amore profound Submiffion. The » Yews and © Chriftians likewife have their Hours

for the Praétice of public Prayer, and Worfhip of the Divinity. We will now pro-

ceed to fuch other Particulars as Men have thought neceflary, in order to ferve God

aright, and what they have imagined the fupreme Being might require of them on this

Occafion, We fhall not however diftinguifh divine Infticutions from thofé merely

human. ~ " 3

TP ys well known that the Yews have always, and ftill to this Day do fet apart Safur-

day for the public Performance of divine Worfhip, which they obferve with almoft a

childifh Exaétnefs. Moreover, they have appointed folemn Days in Commemoration

of the peculiar Bleflings which God of his infinite Goodnefé has been pleafed to vouch-

fafe unto them. The Chriftians have fubfticuted Sunday in the room of it, and ob-

ferve the Paflover and Pentecoft of the Yeqws in Remembrance of ‘fe/ius Chiff, their firft

Founder. They afterwards kept holy fome particular Days in Honour of his Apoftles.

In fhort, Feftivals have been fo multiplied out of refpect to the Saints, that every Day

ipa , ‘ <a
a Theft fet Toto connie above ings néceffary for the Commod People, who have not

Capacity enough to underftand their Religion t fach Helps ; and if among Chriftians the Refpect which is

paid to them is arrived to a Degree of Superftition, it is no way owing to fuch as appointed them; nay, the Clergy

may be placed in the Rank of common People in this Refpect, and perhaps Intercft is the Cafe; for the more igno-

rant the Doétor is, the more is he refpeéted by fcrupulous Conftiences. Ignorance is a fort of indulgent Parent,
who pampersa valt Number of idle Children ; from thence proceeds Family Religion. The famous Oracle of

Delplos recommended to the Athenians the Obfervance of their Anceftors Rites: (V, Cicero de legibus:) And fome

People are to be found, who, of all the Editions of the Pfalms of David qpbich eere tranflated into Verfe by Clement
Marot, and Theodore Beza, chufe thofe wherein the moft obfolete Words are as it were confecrated, in order
to fing in the fame Language with their Anceftors, and perpetuate a religious Obfeurity in the Devotion of their

Families. , =

® Mr. Rofs, in his Religions of the World, gives vs an Account of feveral Cuftoms which the Fras practifed during
their Prayers ; for Inftance, he fays, that they pray with their Cloaths tucked up, their Fs rned towards Fers~

‘falem, and their Hands upon their Heart; that when they are at Prayers, they muft mot touch their naked Skin,

break Wind any way; or faffer their Thoughts to wander ; and that nothing muff interrupt chem, éven though:
they were liable to be bitten by any venomous Creature, &c. The Jews pray three Times a Day. V. Father Si-
maou in his firft Differtation upon the Ceremonies of the Jews.

© The Roman Catholics have their canonical Hours. In feveral of the

once a Day, and fome of them leave the People to follow their own t

not pray to God, as it is their Duty; a good Chriftian always makes his chief Objet. Some Cafitifts have

confidered all the Occafions proper for Prayer ; and have put fome pious Queries concerning it, as whether itis
lawful to praife God and fing Pfalms, @c when a Man is in | ct of Generation; or when he is cafing Na+

ture. *

fant Dominions there are Prayers

After all, woe to them that do
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jn the Year has its * Patron. So that were this heavenly Hierarchy to be honoured ac-

cording to its Deferts, we fhall be under ah indifpenfible Obligation of leading our Lives

entirely difengaged from all worldly Employments. But the Roman Catholic Church

has wilely provided againft fuch an Excefs, and moft of the Proteftant Chriftians hav
e

retained no more than four folemn Feftivals in their Reformation, viz. Chriftmas,

Eafter, the Ajcenfion of our Lord, and Whitfuntide.

Tue Heathens likewife fet apart particular Days for the folemn worfhip. of their

Gods, on which it was not lawful to do any manner of Work whatever. The > Greeks

made a Law whereby they confirmed the Celebration of thofe Days. The Romans ima-

gined that any manual Operation whatever on a Feftival, was an Act of Prophanation ;

and in order to prevent any fuch Mifdemeanors, they ordered a Herald to make Pro
-

clamation, commanding every one to abftain from Labour ; for if the Prieft difcerned

the leaft Work going forward during the © Sacrifice, the Ceremony was profaned. All

Quarrels and Difputes were fufpended at that Time in honour of the Gods: But as foon

as the Feaft was over, all Things went on in their old Courfe, and Law-Suits in all

their Courts of Judicature were carried on with their ufval Vigour. No profane

Perfons were permitted to affift at thefe facred Ceremonies; and 4 thofe who were

prefent were ordered to obferve a religious Silence ingjthe Conyerfation any omi-

nous Expreffion fhould acid om tl Let noone however imagine that
their Devotion on this Account was ever the more fincere; no, it was only a ceremo-

nial Silence, which in Procefs of Time perhaps became a real Devotion: For as it is

poflible that fome Men might be pioufly attentive during this filent Celebration of thofe

Myfteries ; fo it is very probable, that Cuftom might by Degrees bring over fome fin-

cere Profelytes to Religion by that Praétice. However, ‘Silence in the Temples, and

at the Altars during divine Service, has ever been looked upon as*the.greateft Sign of

that Refpeét which is due to the Almighty. The fame Thing may be faid as.to a

Confcience void of Offence ; for no Man that is guilty of any enormous Sins can be

any ways acceptable to the fupreme Being. "Twas neceflary therefore to exclude fuch

an Offender in Form from his divine * Worfhip; and if this was the Cuftom of the

Pagans, much more neceflarily ought it to be confirmed amongft Chriftians.. The Of

fice of the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper rejects thofe Chriftians who lead a feanda-

lous Life, and exhorts them to Repentance, denouncing God’s Judgments againft them ;

And the Church excommunicates them, if, after fuch wholfom Admonitions, they

turn a deaf Ear, and perfift in their Perverfenefs. ot

Tue 5) i S S548 appears

by {everal Inftances in our Remarks ; and they obferved many other Ceremonies which

are more particularly fpecified in the Authors who have written concerning them. The

Romans imagined, that Sanus was their Introduétor to their Gods, their favourite Mef-
* \

«There is no Probability, that God or his Saints fhould be pleafed with the Devotions of thofe Days, which

are only employed in the Indulgence of all fenfual Enjoyments. All that is religious in them confifts amongft fome
‘ftians in a few Ceremonies which are, of no fervice to Devotion; and their Zeal is heightened only by fer

Forms and loud Exclamations.

© Lex apud Abenienfes jubcbat, ut facra diis rite flerent, non avocato ad alias civas animo. Vide Brouwer, de Adorationi~

bus & legem apud, Petitum, de Legibus Attcis.
< 4 Flaminibus pramittebantur qui denunctarent opificibus, manus abftinerent ab vidi] itJina "Peta G opificibus, bf opere, ne, fi vidiffet facerdos facientem opus,

4 The Formulary of the Greeks was, Favens effo omnis populus: That of the Romans, Favete linguis. Ut vite peragi

polit facrum, null mala voce obfirepente, imperatur filentinm, faith Seneca.

©The imans, or Pricfts, in their Exhortations to the Mahometans, ftriétly recommend Silence and Attention to
them daring the Time of Prayer.
Procul efte prophani. Omnis prafiati facrorums eos quibus non fmt pure manus facris arcet. Tit. Livius

* Te primum pia thura rogant, te vota falutant, {ays Martial to Fanus; and Ovid, Fane, tibi priniom thura merumaite

fero. This is farther proved by 4 Roman Prayer taken out of Livy. ‘Fane, Fupiter, Mars Pater, Quirine, Bellona,

Lares, Divi Novenfiles, Det indigites, Divi, quorum off poteftas noftrorum koptiumgue, Deique Manes, vos precor, weneror, ve-

wiean peto forogue, uti Pop. R. Quirit. vim vittoriamaue profperetis.

fenger

a
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fenger to deliver their Supplications, and their beft Advocate. They likewife believed,

that he firft inftitated the Worthip of the Gods, and built Temples and Altars in honour

to them. Arthe Clofe of their Devotion they always addreffed themfelves to the God-

defs Vela. She was the Symbol of Religion, the Guardian of the facred Fire, and De-

pofitary of the Myfteries of Religion, Rerum cuftos intimarum, faith Cicera, It was
but reafonable therefore that the fhould be remembred. at the Clofe of their Devotion.
However the Greeks by « contrary Cuftom began their Devotions with Vet, as you

may fee by fome Inftances in* the Notes. Thus Fire was the firft Object of the ancient

Perfians Adoration.

Men were excluded from the Temples of the Gods for matrimonial Conyerfation.
Several Paflages might be produced from the ancient Hiftorians to confirm the Truth of

“this Affertion. The ‘fews likewife looked upon all Defilements of Body as capital, but

chiefly the Impurities of Women, or fuch other Uncleanneffes as Men contraéted by their

Converfation with them. The Brachmans by the Laws of their Religion are enjoined

to preferve their Bodies chaft ; but if we may credit Travellers, they are fecretly very

vicious, and the moft hypocritical Creatures under the Sun. We are affured, that the
Si furin;

are likewife ftrié Obfervers of every Thing that tends to Purity of Body;
only abftain from Women at the cCime of their Devotions, but even haye divers
kinds of Ablutions, which they praétife more or lef according to the Degree of their
Pollutions. If we may credit St. Gregory the Great, a Man who hath lately converfed

with his Wife fhould not be permitted to enter into a Church, it being an Indignity

offered to the divine Majefty. However, we may prefume ‘hat Sc. Gregory did not
think it amifs, if inthis cafe Chriftians were lef lef to the e Teftimony of their own Con-
feience. The Roman Catholicks Bigs their | Prieits. t to tive” unmarried, and I the Laws of
their Fun@tion condemn them toa » perpetual Chaftity, But this fort of Abitintence, if
I may be allowed the Expreflion, was not the only one prefcribed in former Times. The

ancient Egyptian Priefts ab{tained both from Wine and © Women ; and the Jewi/> Rab-
bi’s fibm all: Sorts of ftrong Liquors. ‘The Priefts of Zfs and Cybele abftained from
certain Meats; and all Pagan Priefts in general ‘obferved. Fafts and Abftinences on par-
ticular religious Occafions. They likewife affeGted to throw off all the Cares of. Life, and

_ depend upon public Charity in honour of fome of ‘their Deities, Py ofef
fion of a voluntary A like that which was pair the Vi .
the Mother of ood, The uled as ¢ : through the

Streets, ane it
Thefe Images Thade a Meee Treprettion on Pp ea ens ‘and pro Selicd
the holy Pilgrims of the Goddefs a comfortable Subfiftence, which helped them to un-
dergo the Hardfhips of their FOE, - 3 oe

‘ b2) tipple

spayietas. 5 if Sacrficane Vette primiim, | tum n fecundo ‘ooo Jovi Olympio.. Paes Veta Cation Deo-
rum facra primim aufpicati

> Intolerable Burthen! the Weight of which was amply y perceived by the Reformation of the:
Clergy marry, and Religion is no Sufferer by i it, though fome People pretend that_a married
ofa Family, divert 2 Minifter from his Duty to the Church. But the Clergy who atc deb
keep Miftreffés, which certainly muft be a Crime of a more heinous Nature than wv

© They abftained from Fleth, and Wine, the more effectually to extinguith mes of Concupiftence.
‘The ancient Brachmans did the fame. The Gymnofepbifts lived upon Rice and Fi i

alfo from eating of Flefh, which was one of the three Precepts ts that Triptolemaus
4 Tr appears, that Menarewell enough pleafed with ste ce Ser

reft, which we might almoft a

tirement ; and. yet pin the n “midft. u % 6
Liberty than the Reft of Mankind. ‘The Men of the World,
‘Time to pray, are over-joy’d to findMen who will take them the Care Ginette ace
them a Pardon from God, without the former's being at any, ‘Trouble, than. prring. 4 Sum Of anog
foe eres = a

Vou. Sa= Ds : <oMPRERE



10. A DISSERTATION

Ture were divers Ways of contracting Pollution by Dreams. In the Play en

titled the Frogs, written by <rifophanes, one of the Aétors calls for fome Water

to wath himfelf after an ill Dream; and a certain Number of Days were requifite for

the Recovery of their former Purity; often ten, * and fometimes thirty. Seven Days

were appointed by the Yewi/b Law for the Purification of 2 Man that was Seminifluus,

and a Woman who had her Terms; three and thirty Days for a Woman delivered of

a Male Child, and threefcore and fix of a Female. Amongft the ancient Idolaters,

Gf a Man committed Murder, or any other Aét of Violence, he was denied the Privi=

lege of approaching the Altars till he had firft wathed * himflf; and amongft Chri

tians, Penance is enjoined in the like Cafes. In fhort, every criminal Aétion, of what

Nature or Kind foever 3 every A@ion grounded upon any Impurity either of Body or

Mind, was deemed difpleafing to the Almighty, and excluded a Man from all religious,

Privileges. Funeral Rites were placed in the fame Rank. The Jews pronounced

fach as had touched dead Bodies impure; and it was a Cuftom amongft the * Greeks

to hang up the Hair of their Dead at their Door, left the People fhould defile them-

felves by going into the Houfe.

Tue Purification of the Body, tho” never fo inconvenient and troublefome, is ftill
phe Soul: anda vasa Necéffity-to/preferve the latter

; nd Tafting ial, the Ufe of lufral Water was in~
‘troduced, which the Chriftian Religion has abolifhed, and inftiruted holy Water in

the Room of it. The People as well as the Priefts ufed to dip their Fingers into

this luftral Water, as they went into the Temples to facrifice; and amongft the

Chriftians, thofe who pay” a religious regard to confecrated Water, afcribe feve-

ral Virtues almoft miraculous to the Ufe of it. We may allow it one Quality
which is indifputable, VIZ. that it is an awful Admonition to Chriftians not to appear
in the Prefence of God without a clear Confeience ; for otherwife all Afperfions with

holy Water, however devoutly ‘ performed, can have no other Advantage than the Ap-
plaufe of Mankind, Although the Devotion of the Heathens was fo curious in the Ufe

of Water for religious Purpofes, yet it did not precifely determine whether they fhould

ule Spring or Sea Water, &c. * They were at perfeét Liberty therefore to ufe that which

was moft agreable to them. Neverthelefs, Sea Water was much efteemed on this Oc-

cafion, which was the reafon that abundance of People ufed formerly to pay their Devo-

tions on the Sea-fhore. Ifa Man found himéfelf polluted with any Crime, all he had todo

‘was, to plunge him(elf into the Sea, and fay fome Prayer fuitable to the Occafion the
very Place of Purification. It was notwithftanding an eftablifhed Cuftom forith€m towath

i i and as they ywereuobliged. oie of ypt took
Care to build : fes and Chappels on the Borders of the Nile. The Indians of the

prefent Age obferve the fame Precautions, moft of their Pagods being fituated near fome

River: They pay moreover a peculiar Refpect to the Waters of the River Ganges : But as

they cannot at all Times be near enough to wath themfelves in its facred Streams, . the
ee has

® Feftus: Denavie, faith he, wel tricenaria ceremonia, quibus facra adituris decem continuis diebns, ayaa; certis qui~
ea thot Violences only, which Officers of yates call eis at the Knowledge of, eithe:re Speake of thofe F : ow! of, either

ae of sree ix hen sy aa Oa an hy oe other shoes Water was not always ufed on this

eee pan tae, oF his Acefia. ‘They likewife kept Water always ready at their et in order to

“There is a fine Ballage of Latanties upon thisSubjeGe «+ Flagitis omnibus inguinati- tnt ad precandim,
fe pie facrifichlJe opinantur, £ cutim laverint ; tanquam libidines intra pettus inclufas ulli amnes- abluart, bias: ‘tnaria pe
rificent. 4

* Fide Lomejer. de lupratonlus Veto, ‘The Indians likewife wfe lattral Water. ‘They tie TAOROGE thie’
Houtes carefully every Morning with Cows Urin, which they pretend, procures them the Favour of the Gods; they
believe too, that this Urine has the power entirely to wash away their Sins, 2

Bramins”
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Bramins tell them that all other Waters. will have the fame Virtue, if, whilft they are

bathing; they pronounce thefé Words ; O Ganges! purify me. In like Manner the Romans

had an extraordinary Veneration for all Rivers and Fountains; for as they believed that

thofe Waters were governed by fome Deity who continually refided in them, the People

were commanded to be very cautious in their Bathing, leit* they fhould any ways difturb

the Water. They were enjoined likewife to obferve a profound Silence at the fame

Time, that they might not interrupt the Repofe of the Deity.

> Typ Romans ufed likewife to wath the Feet of their new-married Women, it be-

ing an Emblem of that Purity which was required of them in the marriage-State. They

who approach’d the Altar in order to offer facrifice, © frequently wafhed their whole Bo-

dies, and fometimes their Heads only. As for the Cuftom of wafhing of Hands, it was
fo conftantly praétifed in all religious Worfhip, ard is fo well known, that it would be

needle to enlarge upon that Topick. There are abundance of Inftances of it both in

the facted Scriptures and prophane Authors. "The Cuftom of wafhing the Feet witha

religious View was not quite fo common, but yet often praétifed ; and perhaps ‘Fe/ies Chri?

alluded to i v ‘his ‘twelve ftles ; h on the other

hand it appears, tha Faftern Countries’the Cuftom of wathing the of ‘the

who were invited to a Feaft, was but a common Civility; and the fame Ceremony is
now prattifed by the Pope and other Roman Catholic Princes, as an A&t of Condefcen-

fion and Chriftian Humility. s ;

Bur Ablution, or Bathing, was not at all Times neceflary; for they often fprinkled

themfelves only with a Branch of Olive, Laurel, or with fome Inftrument inade for

that particular Parpofe, which they dipp’d ih Water ; yet the Célebration of the more
pompous Myfteries, ftich as thofe of Ceres, required total Ablution. No one could confule”
the Oracle of Tropbonius till he had firft bathed himfelf feveral ‘Times in the River Her-

cyna; and juft before his Admiffion into the Cave, where this famous Oracle was pro-

nounced, two young Men, Affiftants to the Priefts of it, wafhed him over again. In

fhort, Purification by Water was formerly almoft an univerfal Cuftom amongft the
Heathens. The ‘fewifh Religion likewife required conftant Ablutions: And as People
infenfibly accuftom theméfélves to look upon Things appropriated to facred Ufes, with a

kind of fuperftitious Awe, thofe very Things which were at firlt but Signs, ie at
length the effential Part of their Religion; an Error with which Sfefus Chri? réproacheg
the Yews. At this very Day the fame A\ 8 are practifed with
by the Turks, as well as all M:

looked upon as a kind of * Ablution.

+ Thefe two Paffages prove what is here advanced :- ce :

—— Hiajus Nympba loci, Sacri cuftodia Fontis,
Sa “Dormio, dum blande fentio murmur aque.

seca = _. Bree. Lava,
ys ; Tace. °

© ‘They are taken from the Dilfertation oF Browweras de adnate

tionibus. 2

“One part of the Greeks bath th

. Ceremony is revived every Year with great Li
Jordan in ‘of Baptifm ; and this
ef. A firie Reprefentation of Baptifm! which ought to fet be~

1 fore
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CovertnG the Head’ was alfo obferved as’an effential part of religious Worfhip, and

the ‘Fews to this Day keep their Heads covered with'a Veil during all the Time of public

Devotion in their Synagogues, as they did formerly. The Turks who profefs a Reli-

gion for which they are in a good meafure indebted to the ‘fews, imitate them likewife in

remaining uncovered during the Time of divine Service in their Mofques. The Romans

after they had wathed themfelves always covered their Heads when they approached any

of their Deities, partly out of Refpeét, and partly out of Superitition; but Signs being

arbitrary, our great and only Care fhould be to fix our Attention upon the Object repre-

fented by them. We uncover our Heads when we pray to God, or approach any

‘Thing that is facred.- We go intoa Church likewife always uncovered : But what an un-

accountable Whim it is, that the reformed Proteftants cover their Heads during the read-

ing of the Bible, and the Preaching of the Minifter, and yet uncover them(felves when they,

pray or fing Pfalms! Theft very reformed Minifters in fome Countries preach with their
Hats on. But to return to the Romans: To be covered, or veil’d during the Time of

divine Service, that is to fay, whilft they were praying to their Gods, was a general

Praétice among them. They likewifé covered themfelves at fach Times as they, en.

deavoured to move Compaffion ; and this Cuftom was not only preferved on thofe Oc-

cafions, but i in ny 1p ial Cere ponies ee to aria the Bride’s Modefty, and that Virgin
he Pointiof expiring fromthe Heat ino. the

Face er it an 1 addit ional Glow o arenas ue Time of Mourning ‘the Face: was.
covered ; the fame was obferved by Criminals condemned to die. It is very, probable,
that the Ufe of Veils was firft introduced to hinder our Thoughts from wandering

1 external Objedts during religious Worthip; and perhaps to intimate how un-
“worthy \ we are e are of “beholding the Deity ; yet, in Sacrifices to fome particular Gods this.
Cuftom was not obferved; for Tnftance to Saturn, * Hercules, Ops or Rhea, &c. But
the Grecians, zi alvmane facrifcyg 0 to their | Gots: with their Heads uricoyered.
ane

“Tues ‘Veils with which ie covered themfelyes were re generally white, and Tor like.
wife were the Veftments fet apart for religious Ceremonies. ‘White is the Symbol of that
Purity of Soul, and of. that. State of Innocence i in which we ought to appear before

the Almighty. It likewife is ‘the Reprefen ntation of Joy in Oppofition to Black, which
* 4s the Emblem of Sorrow, The Antients ufed to, offer up white Viéims to their Gods

in Sacrifices of Thankgiving, and were of Opinion they could do nothing more agrea-
- the fupreme Being than to ferve. him i in white : But as for the infernal Deities,
ae ee them to be wicked to the laft Degree, and to také Pleafure in :

_ © forcunes of wien ape as. oo lived. f in b cverlatting Darknefs, Sis alee
z x .as they imagin’d

in black. "Arionett
, a antient Chiiftias, ass eecpentg eibeied ve wer always dreffed in white ; 3 and

it is well ‘known, | that ‘the Roman Catholicks have confecrated this Colour to their reli-
ti iS phe ee

our Eyes dene, of the ‘Rejenkrition of that Man ae becomes a Chriftian | We oug! i
ee Bells, as it ispractife a into the Number eauunne forget

4 of Baptifm, fince they wath them holy W Saint’ es them, by whofe Pokaan10 God, to the End that the Saine pee {help the Church to obtain of God ewhat fle defivethds of the Ritual of Ale. This Ablationis fo much the co ratten for Bells, fince they reprefent,
sof the foreaid Ritual) tbe Charch eo incittb the Faithful to fife God, Bc. The founding Metal of

wd at a great Diftance, is 4 Figure of the | Perpetuity of the Gofpel, the Sound whereof bas’ been carried all
“aver the Werld. They are likewife Types of the Abniftrs. and Preachers of the -Gojpel. ‘The wathing of the Bells is
attended a Benediétion, to the End ' that ‘being once bleffed, may bave “power to mike Impreffion
= it pace ne oats ringing Diay drive auay all ei) Spirits, Bc. We may

8 | pound of the ol“ies = nh ure Sete ae ee

= Among the Figures which flow this Differtation ; obferve that Medal which reprefents a Sacrifice ofTes, and that. - other which reprefents Piety veiled, whereby the’ Manner Nie i mad aaa
offered up a Sacrifice will appear. Obferve likewife that which reprefents the Emperor Sevens, veiled for the fame
Ceremony, 3 ff and that Which se a ee which they put rae Occafion. et

i = ie aw t <-. *

¥ ae oe a

oe Sie

e of
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giousWorfhip ; but the reformed Churches in France,and the* Cahuinifisin general, have after

their Example laid afide almoft all Ceremonies in the Celebration of their divine Service,
and rejeéted this ®Colour. Their Minifters even whilft they are preaching are cloathed in ”

black. The Proteftants generally drefS themfelves in black when they goto take the

Sacrament, or at leaft chufe fome grave Colour on that folemn Occafion. As for the Turks
they deteft «black, as being an ominous, unlucky Colour; but they efteem white and

green as facred; the latter being appropriated to the Defcendants of Mahomet. Green

above all, is forbidden to Chriftians and Yews, but they may wear yellow or ¢ black.

Tue Gentiles, in order to teftify their moft profound Veneration for their Gods,

went barefooted when they carried them in Proceflion, Cybele the Mother of the Gods

was always fhewn this Refpect; and the Roman Ladies at all Times went bare-

foot into the Temple of Vefa, which Cuftom of going barefoot was likewife obferved

at Proceffions in' Times:of publick DiftrefS. The fame Thing was. practifed alfo by

the Yews, in their Humiliations before God, but in a more awful and feyere Manner ;.

for befides this, they mourned in ae and Afhes, The Tnhabitants of Crete would

si h O gigs. with h Shoes on. The
, eee have been as

as thofe of Rome i in this Paced for they ufed to follow the Procefiion of Ceres, ‘not
only with their Feet bare, but, as appears by a particular Paflage in Callimachus, with

their Hair difhevelled.. The myfterious Pythagoras enjoined his Difciples to facrifice to,

and worfhip the Gods barefooted: But perhaps he thereby intended to recommend that

Humility of Soul and Simplicity of Heart, which is fo indifpenfibly negeffary in all re-

ligious Worfhip. In this Manner it was that’ God, whofe Views are infinitely aboye,all

human Ceremonies, commanded « Mofes and Fy ar to loofe their Shoes from off: their Feet.
~-

Turis Pagan Cuftom of cafting off their Shoes upon a Principle of Religion, was

converted infenfibly into the moft abfurd and fenfelefs Superftition.. The Romans

ufed to clear their Gardens from the Caterpillars and other Infeéts which deftroy the

Fruits of the Earth, ‘ by the magical Aid of Women who walked barefoot round

the Trees. Sorcerefles likewife in all their Incantations, caft off their Shoes, as is

evident from feveral Paflages of Ovid, Horace, and Virgil: But to return to the Cul

tom of going b barefoot for the Sake of Religion. The antient Chriftians obferved it in

their folemn a of ralich we have ray ar in Ecoletation?
The Emperor fius the Y 5 hu

this Manner, when ey affi fted at the at that” Tete Account of
feveral Earthquakes. Heraclius went farther, for he refolyed to carry the Cro upon his

Back, and bearthe Weight of that facred Burthen during long Proceffion, tho’ he was almoft

overwhelmed with the Weight of his Imperial Robes: But as he preferred the humble

Weight of the Crof& to all the Pomp and Grandeur of a Throne, he calt off ot on-
ly his Royal Veftments, but his Shoes, to accomplifh with more Alasigg- i his Journey

* Our Author, we confefs, fays, too unadvifedly, the Proteftants in general ; bat or tae | Alection i isa manifett
Error, with Refpeét to the Church of England, we humbly hope the Reftraint which we ha it upon it, will
not be deemed an unjuft Deviation. 3

* T do not believe any juft Reafoncan beaffigned for it. They only chennai that Ge
Reformation, the better to diftinguith themfélves from the Roman Catholicks ; but let a

red, that Circumftance has nothing to do with Religion; true Piety is feated in the B

lours is merely the Refult of Fancy and Opinion, without the leaft Reafon to it, which fappofes Decen-.

cy atid Parity to be where they are not.” ‘There is no Colour but may, if you pleafe, bear fome advantageous Re-

lation to Religion ; if white be the Emblem of Purity, black is that of Sorrow and Humiliation in the Prefence of

God; green of Hope; blue of Love, &. ‘ :

©The = Perfians call it the Devil's Colour.
# The Ferws of Moro are diftinguithed by their black Gaps fom the Moors, who wear red Caps. Tide St o's

State of Meroceo. ? ra A
© Vide Exod. Chap. iii. Feflwa Chap. Vg ee ae q er <P
5 Plin, Hitt. Nat. Lib. XVIDe iS ad
Vou. I.

art; for the Choice of Co-
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to Mount Calvary. Tothis very Day the Roman Catholick Penitents for the moft part

march barefooted at their Proceffions. The moft devout of the Saciety of Mercy, walk

after the fame Manner both at Portugal and Goa, when they perform their grand and {o-

lemn Proceffion on Holy Thurfday. The Capuchins, whole Lives ought to be one con-

tinued Series of Penance, wear nothing on their Feet but Sandals, which are hardly

fufficient to guard them from the Thorns and Briars: But there are fome Chri
ftians

who carry their Humility {till much farther, obliging themfelves to go up the twenty eight

Steps of the * Santa Scala on their Knees, to pay their Adoration to the Sanéfum Sancto-

rum: A fatiguing, but exemplary Act of Devotion, which exceeds all others, as it

fets afide the Ufe of our Feet. As to the laudable Cuftom of being barefooted,

in our A@s of Humiliation before the Almighty, it has been introduced into all the

Religions of the prefent Age. Where-ever any Footfteps appeared of a religious Wor-

fhip, there likewife was feen a kind of ceremonial Penitence, which Men had efta
-

blifhed in order to make fuch a formal Atonement as they imagined might be moft

acceptable to the fupreme Being. ‘The Indians of Peru obferve this Cuftom as the moft

inconteftable Proof they could poflibly give the Gods of their unfeigned Humiliation.

They never entered the famous and magnificent Temple of the Sun, till they had firft

put off their Shoes in, the Porch of the Temple; the Turks take off their > Pabouches, be-

fore they enter their Mofques ; and. if their Feet be not ‘quite bare; ‘they are at moft
covered only with their Trowfes. * The Indians pay the fame Homage to their Pagods:

But not to be too‘ tedious, we will proceed to thofe other Cuftoms which human In-

vention has eftablifhed, in order to render Mankind acceptable in the Sight of God.

Tur Antients always entered into their Temples with their Right Foot foremoft.

This Punétilio they likewife obferved, when they went into any great Man’sHoufe: And

the Romans were exaét to Excefs, and too ferious in Trifles of this ‘Nature. The great

Auguftus, who was a Prince of as fine Parts as any that was ever known, would not fuf-

fer an Attendant to put on his Left Shoe before his Right, imagining that the good or

bad Succefs of the Day depended on {0 trivial a Precaution. Vitruvius tells you with

an Air of Gravity, * that the Steps going up to a Temple ought always to be of

an odd Number, with this fuperititious View, that the Right Foor being fet upon the
firft Step, the fame Foot may be foremoft at the Entrance of the Temple. Though

we cannot reafonably imagine that the Almighty regards any Ceremonies of fo trivial

a Nature, yet a very difereetand celebrated * Chriftian has laid it down for an eftablith’d

Rule in the Erection of a Church, that the Upper-End fhould always, Eatt.
Alet's. Ritual tells us, that. the firft $ id i i 2 Church, muft be
fp lid, , 2 . eee .

cumftances of the like Nature, which are not in the leaft worthy of our Notice.

+The Santa Stala or Holy Ladder, is compofed of twenty cight Steps, which itis faid Jefus Chr ;

to appear before Pilate ‘Gond Catholics afin tele Steps their Knees, and at oe on aa saab
cies ce Years. At the Top of the Santa Scala is a Chay which is called the Holies, becanfe
Image made by the Angels. ae eee a
*Aikelt Slipper made of one fingle Sole, and the Upper-Part of Morocco Leather. :

= ‘Veneration which the Indian Mahometans have for the chief of the Faquirs, who are a fort of Monks, is car~

ried fo far, as to put off their Shoes when they proftrate themfelves at their Feet in order to kifs them, Does ir

not feem as reafonable for the Roman Catholick Chriftians to take off their Shoes likewife, when they go to kifs the
Feet of the Pope, who isthe Vicar of Jofus Cirif, and the viible Head of the Church 2

- We mutt likewife inform the Reader, that the German Priefts obferved this Cuftom of going barefoot, out of re~
fee to their Lie ee Celta and the Gauls did the fame; and that the Chriftians of thiopia enter their
eons muft we omit obferving, that it was a Cuftom amongft the Romans to go beretoe at

eT! a taeBs hefe are Suetonius's Words. $i mane “fibi calceus perperam ac finifter pro dextero inducerctur, wt dirum abbor-

© Gradus in ituendi ther int i , jsgia aes re a ut femper fint impares ; namque cum dextro pede primus gradus afcenditur, idem in

5 Durant. : 6g

The
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The Antients uféd moreover to go to the Temple and invoke their Gods with down-

caft Eyes. This laudable Cuftom, when the pure. Effect of the Conyerfion of our

Hearts to God, was ufed to denote the greater Humility during divine Service, * Nor

is it ever more commendable, faith Seneca, than on this Occafion. A devout Mufful-

man rout likewife go to his Prayers after the fame’ humble Manner. . But as Vice in

Difguife is not eafily diftinguifhed from Virtue, fuch a downcaft look as is here re-
commended, is very often fufpected for Hypocrify under the Veil of Religion. (What

would the World now think, to fee a Crowd of Chriftians going to Church, with

their Eyes fixed on the Ground, and returning home in the fame dejedted Manner?

But if a downcaft Look be a Sign of Modefty, the Eye erected to\Heaven is a Mark

of that Confidence-which we ought to repofe in God ; and for this Reafon, it is often,

Obferved, that we caft our Eyes upwards to Heaven when we direct our Prayers to God

with a becoming Zeal.

Accorpinc to the Antients, the Forehead, which i is the Seat of Modefty, was con-
fecrated to their particular Genius; in ig dorations therefore to the Gods,

ar eir Peceecett Cuftom which is till obfrved
among oie Eaft Tidtans. ‘According to Tavernier, they fold their Arms in the A@ of
Adoration, and carry their Hands to their Forehead: they come very near the fame

Praétice in feveral other Places of the: Indies. They oftentimgs carry their Hand to
their Head out of Refpeét, and even proftrate themfelves.on the Ground in the Fervency

of their Devotions. This they likewife practifed in the Eaft in Honour of their Sove-

reigns: yet in former Times, the devout Women; did not confine their religious Wor-

fhip to. that alone ; but untied their Hair too, and faid their Prayers in that humble

Manner. However, this was only praétifed when they were to. implore the Affiftance
of the Deity upon fome extraordinary Occafion; and this fome Chriftians themfelves do

at this very Day. This kind of Humiliation, I muft confefs,. has fomething in it
very affecting; nor can we fee Women with their Hair hanging Joofe about them,

drowned in Tears, and lamenting and beating their Breafts, without being fenfibly con~
cerned. St. Gregory of Tours gives us a pathetic Defcription of a folemn Proceffion in

his Time compofed of Devotees of both Sexes, who, out of a pious Refolution to
humble themfelves in the moft confpicuous Manner before the Almighty,

all in. Mourning, and covered with Sack-cloth, and their ae being all
marched after the facred. cent 1 E

in full Confidence of its mirac Virtues, they grounded: their Hopes

of procuring the divine Mercy, and the Abioluron. of their Sins. We ftill preferye
this religious Cuftom, and carry the venerable Relicks of the Saints at the Head Re our
Proceflions, that,their Merit may procure us the Grace of God, and avert ie Jude
ments, ;

the Fervency of their Devotion. The antient Romans likewife ufed to proft
felves before the Statues of their Gods, and at asgreat a Diftance t st

ceive them at entering their Temple. We are credibly affured, that certain Monks

aan xe
©This is likewife greatly recommended to Chriftians: But can we give that Name to a fantaftical Mixture of

Pride and Humility, which is often met within Chriftian Aflemblies? Ievis « t, that of feeing People hum

ble themfelves before God, and valuing themfelves lef$ than the vileft Infeéts, with all the fplendid Attendants of
Vanity: A Pattor speaking to the People in all the Pomp of worldly ce ; all the while fcrapuloully exact

in flattering the Ears of his Audience, whilft heis {peaking to God in: Behalf : fhewing his Wit in the Con-
feflion of their Sins and his own, and making a thew’of his Parts'to the fupreme Being, whilit he is acknowledging,
himflf guilty before him. Tr isa pleafane Scene afterwards to fee thefe Paftors and Auditors going ont prodi-
gioufly fatisfied with each other, and fo pleafed with what has pafled, that they are already thinking: of improving
the fame, and rendering it till more magnificent and agreeable on the firft Occafion-

‘belonging
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belonging to a Monaftery near Cairo, never prefume to fleep, till they have firft thrown

themfelves with their Faces to the Ground one hundred and fifty Time
s, and kiffed

the Duft of the Pavement. This too is practifed by the Turks, who fall down on

their Faces, whenever they hear an Iman pronounce the Name of God with a loud

Voice. The antient Egyptians wfed, after the fame Manner, to proftrate themfelves

before Anubis, whereof you may fee a Reprefentation, in a Medal at the End of

this Differtation. The different Poftures which are pradtifed by the Turks, when
ve fomething peculiar in them, and which we fhould doubt-

they pray unto God, * ha

lef think very indecent and prepofterous in our Churches. You may form a Jud
g-

mentof them by the Figures hereunto annexed. Nothing can be more fhocking, in my

Opinion, ‘than to fee a Devotee, who, under the Notion of rendring himfelf acceptable
to God, addreffes himfelf to’ him jin any affeGted Pofture whatfoever. The Banians

proftrate themfélves before their Idols with their Hands on their Heads. » As for bow-

ing the Body, or only the Head, it hath ever been practifed in religious Worfhip, as

being a natural Demonfiration of the Refpeét which we owe unto the Almighty. The
Roman Catholicks, the Grecians, and fome other Chriftian Communities, have preferved
this Cuftom eee Worhip. The reformed Churches content themfelves
cist % ts, wh =P xath is Sermon ; and when

they pray, they ftand upright. “Some of them indeed pray on their Knees; the Roman

Catholicks always rife at‘the Time of their finging Deus in adjutorium, Magnificat, 8c. °

‘The People kneel during Prayers; ftand up at the Gofel, and fic at the Sermon, Bee

The Proteftants of the Church of England kneel at their Prayers. ‘The Rule of all

Chriftian Churches is, that Order and Decency fhould be obferved during the Time of

divine Service. The Sermon fhould ‘be attended to with Refpeét, and the Prayers
with ardent Devotion; to both which ic is the Minifter’s ‘bounden Duty to, exhort

them: ‘The moft devout of the modern ‘¥ews wrap the Veil they wear on their

Head round their Neck during their divine Service in the Synagogue, that they may liften
to the Prayers with the greater Attention. In order * to {ee with how much Devotion

they perform this Duty towards God, the Reader fhould turn to the Treatife of R. Leo of

Modena, concerning their Cuftoms and Ceremonies. The Litanies which are fung by the

Roman Catholicks and Greeks ought likewife to be taken Notice of as remarkable Cuf-

toms in religious Worfhip ; being. intended to excite’ in the Hearts of the Faithful,

but ‘more particularly of the Vulgar, an holy Contrition and Sorrow for their Sins. As

to the Caftom of counting Prayers by Beads, it contributes very much to the Baie of

fuch devout Perfons Memories as are under an Obligation of offering up to God a fet
Number ‘of PreyersysassameAAto esforetiienTM Sirs Bis Caftorie~more antient

and univerfal than “perhaps we’ may imagine: For it appears, that the antient * Romans

had a fort of Beads in ufe among them, and we refer you to four Medals which will

ft

-— juftify that Cuftom.

_ * WhenanJmam pronounces the Name of Makemet, the Turks bow down their, Heads upon their Knees, to exprefs

the Veneration they have for the Founder of their Religion. : : 7

~®'PhePeople of Japan, Fartary, China, &c. likewife proftrate themfelves before their Idols: But this has ever been
in the Haft, that it would be needlefs to enlargé on it. as ,

Chemo bow their Body, or their Head, or hold their Hands before their Faces ; but at the fame Time

we fhall {ee many of them who pray in a carelefS indolent Poftare, and being feated on a downy Cufhion, with

great Patience expeét the End of the longeft Prayer, after a comfortable Nap during the whole Sermon. It is with

uft Reafon, that the Fewis blame thofe who pray:to God fitting. Nemo nifi flans vite orat, faith Maimonides. We

may fee, by the — that the Idolaters of the Zaft and Weft Indies worthip, or pray unto their

Idols, ftanding at leaft. cfs, the Ancients ufed to fit at certain religious Ceremonies; as for Inftance, at

he Sacrifices and Feafts of Funerals, called Parentalia, &c, The Idolaters of the Tfland of Hifpaniola, after a great
many Ceremonies in Honour of their Idols, ufed to feat themfelves crofs-legged in a Ring, and pray with their Faces
towards their Idols. . ‘

«The ancient Fews, by four different Words, expreffed four Kinds of Submiffion to God. 1. The A& of Prof.

poms 2. The bowing of the Head. 3. The finking of the Head and half the Body even with their Knees,
4-Kneeling- ‘

© See Du Chol. The Mahometans, i ji it iPAG nessa thee ee as well as Zaft Indians, and ancient Inhabitants of Mexico, according to fome

As
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As to bending the Knee in Adoration of the Deity, this too is one of the moft

antient Cuftoms in the World; yet I cannot forbear obferving to my Reader; that

St. Bafil difcovered a Type both of Sin and Grace in this A@ of Devotion. We bend the

Knee, faith he, and this reprefenteth our Fall by Sin; we afterwards rife again, and this

is a Type of the divine Mercy that raifes us again, and gives us Affurdnce to look up to

Heaven. The Juftnefs of this Type will ftrengthen, we hope, the Minds of all well:

difpofed Perfons againft the depraved Notions of thofe who would deftroy all fuch Re-

prefentations for the Advancement of Reafon in their Stead. But let us go on with our

Enquiry into the Cuftoms eftablifhed in religious Worfhip. In former Times, during

divine Worfhip, the Face was turned towards the Eaft. Many Paflages from the Antients_

might be quoted to prove this Affertion: But it will be fafficient, T prefume, barely to
name the Authors in whofe * Works they are to be found. Vitruvius has laid it down for

a Maxim, that a Temple fhould be difpofed in fuch Manner, * that thofe who go to
facrifice at the Altar, may turn themfelves to the Eaft. The Altar too (according to Vi-

#ruvius) ought to be turned towards that Part a he pond Probab the Origin ie this

Cuftom * is owing to the Idolatry of thofe, a p

latry which amongft the: Lop Indian and An St
has very plainly proved, that the primitive Chriftians borrowed the Cuftne of their
turning to the Eaft from the Heathens, This Cuftom is come down to us, and ftill

obferved amongft the Roman Catholicks: But the antient ews, on the contrary, turned

themfelves towards the Weft, that they might not copy the Idolatry of the Heathens.
When they were on a Journey, ‘or obliged to live without the Walls of, ‘Ferufalem, they
ufed to pray with their Faces towards that City. ‘As for the Mahometans, they turn

to the South, upon Account of the City of —— ‘where ftands the famous pepulchts

of Mahomet. Bins

Nature hath endued Mankind with particular Motions, whereby he exprefies, al-

moft without any Defign, the Troubles of his Soul, and the anxious Cares with which

his Mind’s opprefs’'d. Such, for Inftance, is the Motion of his Hands, when he begs a

Favour of God on any emergent Occafion, or endeavours to move the Pity and Com-

paffion of a pares) Adverfary. It would Se os be r

their infernal Deities, E te thei d h ‘the SeasGods,
they ftretched out- their Panes towards the Ocean. The Turks a5 their Hands ‘over

their Breafts. (OEE clafp chem or eritt them one within another : Some d

tions might here find a fair Opportunity of thewing their ee
Antients and Moderns. — . We fhall ae that Ene to. them, and:

Chriftians) an’ infinite Numbet ‘of Devotees, who look upon outw s as the E&

2 Apuleinsin his Metamorph. Ovid Lib. iv. de Faltis. Valerius Flaceus in Argonaut.

» Aides facré deorum immortalium ad vegiones, quas fpefhare debent, fic erunt con| - adis fignuin, quod erit
in cella collocatum, {petfet ad verfpertinam cceli regionem, wt, qui adierint ad avams immolates, aut fifi facientes, [pettent
re coeli ovientis, &P fimulacrum quod evit in ade, & ita vota 1 fufcipientes et nt 7 adem &P orientem ceeli. Vitrav.

© The Sun was formerly worfhipped by moft Nations in the World. that Day of the Week which we
have dedicated to God, the Antients dedicated to the Sun, who it has retain’d among the Germtans and
Engle.

: ‘The Sun is worfhipped in the Kingdoms of Bengal, Guzarat, a &c. Thefe People, when they ptay or
wath themfelves, tara their Faces towards che rifmg Sun/ i Gihals, Flrids, Pent, 6c. the Sun is acknowledged
as a Deity ; as likewife amongft the Idolaters of Africa.

© Gum ad crattoners flamus, (aith St. Anftin, vertimur ad otienten, uf admonentr animus ad matvram sxcelforets [econ

vertere, eS
Vou. I. e fence
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fence of religious Worfhip: And many recommend joining of Hands, or making the

Sign of the Crofs to their Families, without one Word concerning that Attention, and

Elevation of the Mind towards God required in Prayer.

Axrars have ‘ever been peculiarly regarded in divine Worfhip; for which Reafon

they ought by no Means to be omitted. In former Times this was the Place ordained
for Prayers, Vows, and Oaths, * and then the Hands were laid with Reverence upon it.

Tt was a Cuftom amongft the antient ews to confefs their Sins unto God at the Altar.

The Ceremony was this: They laid their Hands between the Horns of the Oblation,

as near to the Altar as conveniently they could, ‘where the Sacrifice was then to be made;

and in this Pofture they repented them of fuch Sins as they came to confefs. Great

part of the Chriftian Church hath preferyed the Altar for the Ceremonies of facred Wor-

thip. There Maf is faid, God is worfhipped, the Saints invoked, and there too their Re-

licks are expofed. We {hall not enter into a long Detail of all the different Ceremonies

practifed at the Altars of the Roman Catholicks ; but fhall only make this one Remark,

that by an Abufe, which is a Shame and Difcredit to Chriftianity, they ¥are, in Italy,

made Sanctuaries for the moft profligate and abandon’d Wretches. Ic is crue indeed,

that this is a very antient a tegen Mesebepe councensnced it
but the Yews tolerated it only in cafe of Crimes committed by meer Accident, and with-
out Malice prepenfe ; and we prefume, that the Refpedt due to the Chriftian Religion fhould
require all bad Cuftoms to be entirely abolifhed, which. were introduced by the antient
Heathens. To this Refpeét paid to the Altars, the Idolaters added that * of embracing

the Doors of their Temples, and the Statues of their Deities; weeping and wailing at

their Feer, tearing their Hair, and promifing to lead a new Life; and after thefe Cere-
monies, thofé likewife of carefling their Deities, ‘ embracing their Knees, putting fmall

Crowns on their Heads, and making them Prefents of Fruits and Flowers. And

thefe are Cuftoms* which fome of the Chriftians have confecrated to God, and to the Saints,

but ina more peculiar Manner to the bleffed Virgin, whom they crown in many Parts

of Europe; and to whom they offer up their choiceft Flowers and Fruits, in hopes to
procure her Favour ; whom they load with the nobleft Appellations and moft pom=-
pous Titles, and in their Adorations make ufe of the fofteft and moft engaging Expref

fions. The Grecians made an Addition to the Cuftoms which we havejuft mentioned ; they

wook Branches, with Wool twifted round them, and touched the Knees of the Deities

to whom they made their Applications in the Times of their DiftrefS: And when. there

appeared any Profpect of Succefs, the Suppliant took the Liberty to .bé!more familiar,
and with | und heh of the
God to whom he: mad folemn Petition. The Chriftians have likewife, in fome

Manner, preferved this Cuftom in Honour of the Saints, and it is well known with

* The Reman Cotholicks take Oaths at the Altar either by laying their Hand on the Gofpel, or receiviGoat from the Hands of the Prieft, Ec. ar = Sener
» Not only the Altars, but likewife the Convents. A Murderer, a fraudulent Bankrupt, and fach other Rafeals,

fly boldly thither for Proteétion ; ‘and thould a Magiftrate have the Affurance to oppofe it, he would be deemed
guilty Of Sactilege, which the Inhabitants of thofe facred Places, and the Minifters of the Altar, would not ley
pafs unpunifhed. The Prayers of the Monk, the Sermons of the Prieft, and the Excommunications of the Bithop,
would ever attend him: So that People are often obliged to fee the Majefty of God, and that of his Saints and their
poe prophaned by Malefactors, whom the Charity of Priefts and Monks proteét, in Oppofition to the fecular -
‘ower.

* Vid. Tit. Liv. 1. Decade Lib. ii, & Ving. ZEneid. Lib. ii: Plaut. in Rud. Stat. Sylo, Lib. v. Lucan. Lib. iii.
“They made ufé of the fofteft Terms, and the moft tender and_paffionate Expreffions ; and took Care never to

utter any Thing, unle(S they thought it of equal Weight with what they knew ought to be moft agreeable to the
Gods. "TheReader may with very little Pains collect a great Number of Inftances of this Kind, from the Writings
of the Heathens. iy

« Vide in the Life of St. Gertende, printed at Lovain in 1637. remarkable Inftances of divers miraculous Cures, &e
which St. Gertrade wrote in Favour of thofe Devotees who honoured her after. this Manner. Each Saint, in Pro.
portion to his Power, hath thewed a great Rege-d to thofe who ferved him in this Way; and this kind of Devo.
tion was ever attended with fome extraordinary Favour.

what
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what furprifing Advantage many, among the Faithful, have touched the Images of

Saints with Handkerchiefs, Linen Cloths, &c. and how many valuable Bleffings have

been entail’d on whole Families, for having kiffed thefe Images in the Fervency of their

Devotion.

Tue Antients likewife made it a conftant Practice to turn themfelves round when they

worthipped the Gods; and Pythagoras feems to recommend it in his Symbols. By this cir-

cular Movement, faith Plutarch, fome imagine that be intended to imitate the Motion of the

Earth: But, adds he again, I am rather of Opinion, that this Precept is grounded on this

other Notion, that as all Templesare built fronting the Eaft, the People at their Entrance

turned their Backs to the Sun, and confequently, in order to face the Sun, were obliged to

“make a half Turn to the Right ; and then, in order to place them/elves before the Deity, they

compleated the Round in offering up their Prayer. M. Dacier, who tranflated thefe Words
from* Plutarch, infifts, that by this manner of turning, Pythagoras intended to give us

a Precept for the Adoration of God’s Immenfity, which fills the Univerfe. How wild
and extravagant is human Imagination ! ever takin, ht to Rifle, under the Praétice

of fome dark and myfterious Ceremonies, i rather of Light and
Truth requires of us. But be that as it will, the "Romans uked to turn to the Ween
the‘ Gauls, on the contrary, to the Left. The Ea/t Indians obferve the fame Ceremony.

They turn to the Right in walking round the Statues of their Deities; and at every

Round are obliged to proftrate themfelves with their Faces flat on the Ground. The
antient ‘ews alfo praétifed this Way of turning to the Right. They went up on the

Right Side of the Altar, and came down on the Left, as appears by a Precept of the

Miibna. In this Cuftom of turning round, the antient Perfians had in View the Im-

menfity of God, who includes and comprehends all things in himfelf This Ceremony

is ftill obferved in the Mafs, and, doubtlefs, contributes very much to the Merit’ and

Majefty of that auguft Sacrifice: For it raifes Devotion in the Heart, and turns a Chri

tian from fenfual to fpiritual Objects, by taking him off from the Vanity of exterior

Ceremonies, and from the Pleafure’ atifing from the Pomp and Pageantry of Religion,

as if they were really Religion itfelf.

WERE we to enlarge on the Topick of religious Kifles, on the Hymns, and facred
Dances performed in Honour of the Deity, three capital Points in ceremoinious’ Reli-

ligion, we might there find Matter enough for a compleat Differtation. We fhall therefore
fay as little of ‘them as poflibly wean. “It was cuftomary to falate the Hands, and often

the very Mouths of the Gods. It likewife was ufual to kifs their Feet and Knees:
In fhort, it was-a part of Devotion‘ to kifs the Doors of the Temples, the Pillars and

Pofts of the Gates, * the Ground of any foreign Country on their firft Arrival; and in-

deed, what would they not have kiffed? fince it was fafficient, for the Extravagance of
‘to find out ‘any odd and fantaftical Objet, to perfuade Mankind to have

Confidence in and rely upon it. It is from a Superftition of the like Nature, that the

Turks and other Mahometans, who go in Pilgrimage to Mecca, * kifs the black Stone

* Dac. in the Life of Pythagoras.

» Plutarch in the Life of Camillus, Plaut. Cure. y

© Plin. Hitt. Nat. fem

A oo Cicer. 5. in Verrem Lucret, Lib. i. Tacit. Ann. Lib. xv. &c.
dl. Milef. 11. Prudent.

ital. Lib. i, Beg. 5. Arnab, Lib. i. Virgil Aineid. Lib ii. 8

® ee in Odyff. N.
* The Mahometans have a great Veneration for this Stone, calling it the Pear! of Paradife, which, by its Bright

nef, formerly gave Light to all the Territory of Mecca; butthe Sins of Mankind, as they tell us, have made it black.

Facub Ben Sidi fays, that Mahomet ordered the People ro.conieis their Sins before this Stone, and there weep, la-
ment, and implore the divine Mercy, &c. .The Kaba, or Square Chappel, was built by the Angels, according to the
‘Tradition of the Muffulmans ; but was carried by them up to the fixth Heaven, to be preferved. from the Waters of

the Deluge. ‘The Dabe which they have at prefent, was made by /4brabam, to whom God fent the Shadow of the
firft for 2 Model from Heaven. Fide the ticle Book intitled Refpublica Arabie,

which
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which they call Hagiar Alafuad, and the four Corners of the Kaba.’ The modern Ido-

laters in the Ea/t Indies and America® obferve likewife that Part of the religious Worthip

which the Roman Catholicks have confecrated in Honour of the Crofs, and Relické

of Saints; the latter have likewife confecrated it on Occafions of Ceremony ; as in

the fprinkling of holy Water, the Prieft kiffes the A/pergillum, or holy Water-ftick ;

and at the Proceflion on Palm-Sunday, the Deacon kifles the Palm which he prefents

to the? Prieft. It would be tedious, if not impertinent, to enlarge upon this Subject,

or to be particular as to the Time and Manner of the Prieft’s kiffing the Altar, of the

Kiffes beftowed on the Incenfory, Patin, and Chalice, the white Stole, the Prieft’s Hand,

&c. ‘When People could not with any Convenience kifs the Object of their De-

votion, they ufed to kif$ their own Hands, and fo throw up Kiffes to the Gods. This

religious Practice is daily obferved amongft the Spaniards and Portuguefe, who crof their”

Thumb with the Fore-Finger, and kifs their Hand afterwards in Honour of any diftant

Image.

As to Mufic in divine Worfhip, it has been in Ufe in all Ages, and the Cuftom is

univerfal. There is fcarce a Nation in the World, in all Probability, that does not think

it their Duty, after theinsown, Mode, to fing the Praifes of the fupreme Being; and ic

i ae TrexchgoeoesaniasaieunaeaP OU iis Anger of
their Gods, and brought them down upon Earth: For which Reafon the Pagan
Devotion was generally attended with Concerts of vocal and inftrumental Mufic. "The
firft Muficians, fuch as Linus, Orpheus, &c. were regarded as a kind of Prophets, and

in all Probability were at the fame Time Priefts, Phyficians, and Magicians, like the

Priefts of the Ea/t Indians, the Lamas of the Tartars, and the Bonzes of Fapan. But,
be that as it will, the Romans, the Grecians, and the Egyptians, had Mufic continually
at all their religious Exercifes, as at Sacrifices, and other folemn Rejoicings in * Honour of

the Gods. * Their Hymns were for the moft part compofed and digefted in nonfenfi-
cal Terms, and the Eulogium of the Deity was fometifnes as obfcene as it was imper-

tinent. Tt was cuftomary to turn into Verfe, and fing with the moft ardent Devotion
whatever was moft inconfiftent and romantic in the Legends of their Gods and Heroes,who

were the Saints of the Heathens : For the Unity of a fupreme Being wasa Point gene-
rally allowed by them, and all other Deities were look’d upon as fubordinate to him.
Thefe Deities had, each of them, their particular Jurifdictions and Employments; and
the Eulogiums or Hymns fung in Honour to them for the moft part turned on their Abili+
ties to difcharge their refpective Funétions, the Bleffings they beftowed on their Votaries,
their Miracles, @c. _ The Yews and Chriftians have likewife confecrated Miific to Religion,
The former made ufe of Trum Drums, ymbals.for-th » joined with

of the Levites a le. ng, Plain and artlefs than
the Mufic of the primitive Chriftians, They fung the Praifes of God with a loud Voice,
as the reformed * Proteftants do at this very Day. There are more Ceremonies, more Art
and a greater Variety in the Mufic of the Roman Catholicks: But it fometimes maybe
lawful to mix the agreeable and ufeful together in Devotion; in cafe thefe Graces are nor
carried to fuch an extravagant Pitch as to fmother, as it were, and ftifle the Flames of
Devotion. “

* Vide the Hiftory of the Conqueft of Mexico, the Hiftory of the Yucas’s, the Voyages of Dellon, Tavernier, &&c. to the
Eaft Indies.

5 the Rituals:
© Vide Apul. Minut, Feliz. Job, ch. xxxi. 

:
4 Vide Horace Od. Lib. i. Od.~36. Ex thure & fidibus juvat placare ..... Guftodes Numide Deo. Arnob. Vos avis

tinnitibus 8 Tibiarum Sonis..... < Perfuafiurs babetis Deos delettari, &c.
© Qn this Occafion they ufed different forts of Inftruments, according to the Deities which they worfhipped.
' Fide Proofs of this in the Hymns aferibed to Homer and Orpheus. Vide likewife the Hymns of Callimachus, and

the Chorus’s of the antient tragic Authors. Ariflephanes in Acharnan. {peaks of Phailic Verfes fang in Honour of the
Phallus, or membrum virile, which was carried in Pomp in the Bacchanalia. Thofe Verfes and that Figure muft needs in-
fpire a ludicrous Devotion. ”

In many Places the finging of Pfalms is accompanied with Organs.
3 
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.* Tp modern Heathens, even the moft barbarous amongft them, have Hymns and

Mufic, both vocal and inftrumental,.in Honour of their Gods. The greatelt part of
the Religion. of the Americans confifts in Dances and Songs, whereby they imagine they
appeafe the Anger of their Gods, and pay the true Tribute of Refpeét which is acceptable

tothem: A Sentiment which was very antient, and which drew down upon Poets and

Matficians the profound Veneration of all the World in the earlieft Ages : For then they were

look’d upon as the Interpreters of the Gods, and infpired Perfons ; but Religion, however,
made no Advancement thereby. The ‘fewi/h Prophets were animated by the Sound of In.
ftruments. We have an Example of this in* Elifha. ‘ Saul, who was tormented with an

evil Spirit, found Relief by the Charms of Mufic. Without prefiming even to glance at

what was fupernatural or divine in thefe two Inftances, I will be bold to fay, that the an-

tient Heathens haye endeavoured to. effect as furprifing Things by the prevailing Power of
Mufic ; and if we may credit all that Antiquity has tranfmitted to’ us relating to the

‘extraordinary Cures of Zenocrates, Thales, Empedocles, &c. the violent Enthufiafm of
the Pagan Diviners, their Prophecies, and Oracles, they have ftill done much more fur-
prifing Things: But Truth generally is handed down to us with a large Addition of
Falthood.

Taoven dancing enough fucceeds Mufic, yet it wot repent to
find any juft Conformity between that and Religion. The Deity, it is true, requires a

chearful Service ; yet this Chearfulnefs ought to confift in Freedom of Mind, and fuch an

inward Complacency as is the natural Refult of that Freedom, The greateft Patt of Man-
kind has no Idea of this kind of Chearfulnefs, and imagine that the only true Gaiety con-

fifts in {prightly Dances and melodious Songs. _ From this -miftaken Notion ‘it was that the
Tdolaters introduced. fenfual Pleafures into religious Worfhip: Wherefore we muft not |
be farprifed to fee Debauchery, and ‘the facred Myfteries of | Religion go Hand in Hand
together 5. it being the natural Refult of a Religion wherein the Deity was made to. ferve

the Turn, and promote the Intereft of Mankind. -* They danc’d about the Statues and the
Altars, and £ invented round Danges out of pure Love and’Zeal for their Gods, nay,

once a Year they fent certain Pilgrims to fome confecrated Place, in order to dance before

the particular * Deity. whom they intended to honour. Men and Women, young and

old, bore a Part in thefe Dances. At Rome, the Salii themfelves, who were Priefts of

Mars, led up the Van round the Altars of the Deity, all the while devoutly finging his

Praifes. In short, thefe Dances were fo much the Taft of the antient Pagans, that the
Poets made no Diy of The Idolaters of the.
Eaft and Woh eft Ladies, I hatfoever, _ ci, ae :
teem for this Cuftome el t Of mn z in Dances 5
nay, fome of them never ceafe their antic eftures till p down fenfelefs, and ra~
ving mad. The Inhabitants of Braf/, and other Barbarians, oblige the very Prifoners

whom they intend to facrifice, to fing and dance, Can any Thing be conceived. more fa
vage.or. Jnhuman 2

2 We are not here to take the Word Aufcin its genuine Signification: For tioft of thiefe visite re
ther make a hideous Noife than fing. They know nothing at all of the Harmony, or Charms pf Mufic. ‘

® second Book of Kings, chap. iv. ver. 15.

© Ir is probable that this evil Spirit was a violent Fit of melancholy Madnef, which polly Mafic might
calm. Aftlepiades, a Greek Phyfician, cured Phrenfies this Way.

+ Zenocrates healed fome kind of mad People by the Sound of Inftruments. Thales of Geto cured the Plague by
playing on the Guitar. E>mpedocles began to fing, in order to appeafe the Anger of : young Fellow. The

Verfes of Zyrteusthe Poet revived the drooping Courage of the Lacedemonians, ‘Molt of the Oracles were given itt

Verfe, in the midtt of ‘Tranfports and Fits of Enthufiafm. - .
© Vide Gallimachusin his Hymns, and Euripides in his Bbig. :
¥ V Ariftoph. in his Frogs, &e. ws
© Fide Callim. hymmo in Delum.

> Hefiod in his Theogony, makes the Mufes dance; aera fame by Veet, the Graces and Nyoahal And
in the Poets, Diana, and all the rural Deiteis are often faid to danee. ~~

aren ©
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Tue Chriftians themfelves can {carcely fupprefs this indecent and licentious Cuftom in

their religious Worfhip. They who have travelled in Exrope, know very well what

thameful Abufes are committed in fome Countries, in the Celebration of their folemn

Feftivals. Neither Dances, Mafquerades, nor the groffeft Buffooneries of the Stage, are

omitted. Not the Feftivals of the Sacrament, nor the Paffion of ‘Fefus Chri/t, are free

from them; and on thefe Occafions there is often feen an odd Medley of Penitents’ and

Buffoons, who, all of them, no doubt, pretend to do Honour to the Religion they profess.

‘We mutt not forget the Crowns which the Antients put on the Heads of their Gods ;

this too wasan Inftance of a very fingular Veneration. Particularly it was their Cuftom,

to crown the Houfhold Gods, the Genii, the tutelary or guardian Gods, and thofe whom

they invoked on any emergent Occafion : But indeed the antient Heathens in general,

had no God whom they did not crown out of a Principle of Religion. They deck’d

them with Flowers, and offered up Perfumes and Incenfe to them; and all this was

nothing but a long Series of religious Careffes due to their Goodnefs.. The fcrupulous

Ideas which Men entertain from a Principle of Religion, are of a boundlefs Extent. As

all the Aétions of Life were depending upon fome Deity, it was but reafonable they

fhould pay fome Regard to the famous Priapus, the God of Gardens, a Deity fo vene-
aide i Qualifications., ics that had the leaft’ Taft for Gallan-

Crowns and Flowers to him: But the moft zealous of his Admirers ufed to
2 crown a very remarkable Part of his Body. As that favourite Part was the particular
Objeé of their.Gallantry, they, in Gratitude, thought it their Duty to make it likewife
the Objeé of their Devotion. They were not contented-with crowning the Deities only ;

" but the Priefts, who facrificed, were crowned as well as they, and very often the People

too attended the religious Solemnities with Crowns on their Heads. 'The Crowns which
were offered unto the Gods, ® were oftentimes hung up dt the Doors of their Temples. In

fhort; it was'a received Cuftom, both amongft the Greeks © and Romans, to crown thofe
Deities whofe Favour they wereambitious of procuring by fo folemn an Acknowledg-

ment of their Pre-eminence. However, it was not deemed fufficient barely to give them

Crowns. "To gain their Favour effectually, it was likewife neceflary to pitch upon the

choiceft Trees‘ that ftood on their Demefn, and were moft acceptable to them; and

from thence to take the Material$ of thofé Crowns. Thus the Oak was made choice
of for Fupiter, the Myrtle for Venus, the Laurel for Apollo, the Pine for Cybele, the
Poplar for Hercules, Wheat-Ears for Ceres, the Olive for Minerva, Reeds for all

Rivet-Gods, Fruit for Pomona, the Alder for Pan, and Hay for poor Vertumnus, whofe
Power and, Merit were too inconfiderable to deferve a better Allotment. But as the

e the a in the Lo e-was_therefore requifite
fh r ’ his Turn to fpeak, he might nofay any Thing inconfiftent with the Intéreft of the Suppliant, who me have = fe ,

uncivil as to forget him. As for the illuftrious Priapus, ’tis well known, that his Head
was not the Part whereon the Crown was fixed; his extraordinary ‘Talents were

fuppofed to lie’ elfewhere, and there he chofé to have the Marks of Veneration, due

“Tit Liberi (acris honefia matrona pudenda virilia covonabat, fpettante multitudine. St. Kug. de Cioit. Lib, viii. c. a1,
Another faith, Que (2 contigerit fruenda nobis, totam cum paribus Priape noftris, cingemus tibi men... coronis, A Pria
pes crowned in this Manner, mutt have been a delightful Sight. I know not whether the Minifters of the Hea-
then Religion found their Account in it. Poffibly it may be imagined that our Age can afford no fach Example ;
But it is a Miftake: Some Years ago, ina certain Town of France, the Women, grieved at not being able to pro~
duce any Proofs of their Fruitfulne(s, went and offered up their Prayers to St. Reve; but their Prayers alone not
proving efficacious enough, they began to fill on him with their Teeth ;and their Devotion was fo great, that they had
ftript the Saint of his Virility, and were going on.in this extravagant Manner, to demolith him, had not the Bifhop
of the Place prevented them, by wifely putting a Stop to their Zeal. ~

* Flawa Ceres tibi (it moftro de rere Corona

Spices, que templi pendeat ante fores. .
© Vide Tibull. Plat, Tener. Sopbocl. Oedip. Be.

to
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tp him, placed. The* Performance of that facred Office was 2 Privilege peculiar to
the Ladies. :

We fhall enlarge no farthér upon thefe Crowns, which have been the Subjeé of > feve>

ral learned Differtations. We hall with much more Pleafure endeavour to do Juftice to

the Piety of the Romtan Catholicks, who have purified what the Superftition of the ‘Pa

gans had prophaned. ©The Images of the immortal Saints have not ufurped thefe

Crowns, like the worthlefs Deities of the Heathens: They have only afferted and taken

what was always their Right, and what the Vicar of ‘fe/us Chrift hath appointed them to

the End of the World, by the Canonization of fuch as thofe holy Images reprefent,

In- fhort, when the Heathens had the good Fortune ta be preferved from Ship-

wreck, or any other apparent Danger, or to recover from a dangerous Fit of Sicknefs,

“ they fet up a Picture in the Temple of that particular God whom they*had applied to

in their DiftrefS, and to whofe Mercy and Goodnefs they imagined themfelves indebted

for their happy Deliverance. They likewifé hung’ up the Cloaths which they had on at

the Time of Danger, in the Temples. Pi o.thi confecrated the Saints, 2
in fome Part of their Churches, and are as Iafting Memorials of the | es wroucht
by them; and -thefe Offerings are fometimes made even-in»Gold and, Silver, &c) té3

prefenting thofe particular Parts of the human Body, upon which it is imagined that

thefe Saints have performed fome miraculous Cure. But we shall fay very little relating

to this Article, prefuming what has.beenalready. offered is fufficient; neither fhall we

enter into a long Detail of fome private Devotions of Chriftian Invention: ».We~fhall

therefore only hint at the prevailing * Power: of Ave-Maria’s, the Devotion of Chap-

lets, the Virtue of Beads bleffed by the Pope, and Indulgences ; the Merit ofthe Rofary,

Scapulary and Agnus Dei’s ; © and the miraculous Power of the Relicks of the Saints

belonging to the Church, All thefe Things are look’d upon ® as effential Parts of reli-

gious Worthip ; and we refer the Readers to the Folio Traéts of Bollandus, Papebroke,

Ribadeneyra, and all thofe who have wrote the Lives of the Saints; of Molanus, who

wrote. the Hiftory of Holy Images; of the Author of a Book intitled, Sacrarum Ce+

remonicrum Ecclefie Romana, Libri U1. and of an infinite Number of other learned

Men, whofe Labours were defigned for the Confolation of devout Perfons.

. Tus Skegh silibe: fufficient, ’tis prefam’d, in a Difcourfe intended as ;
tion to the Religious Ceremonies of all the Na¥igns of theWorld. Yt wa

fary for me to give he Raa Vor an nfinite Number of di rts of De
votion, which have been praétifed in all Ages, confecrated in all Religions, and in fhort,

look’d upon as the only Refuge of devout Perfons, who have neither the Courage nor the

Virtue which they fhould have, to be fimple and plain in the Worthip of the fupreme Being.

*Sce the foregoing Page. Honefia Matrona pudenda virilia coronabat, fpettante multitudine. Sec St. Auftin de Civitate

Pe Vide Paltalius de orenis, and other learned Authors. / \ Se
© The fir Saints of Chriftianity are commonly crowned with Rays, which reprefent the Glory they enjoy in

infinite Light, and the Brightnef of their Knowledge, which places them near the fapreme Being. St. Dominic,

St. Francis, and all the Saints, whom the Piety of the modern Chriftians has placed in the fan as the twelve

Apoftles, and the Fathers of the Church, bear likewife thef glorious Tokens, which their Virtue gained them,

4 Hopat,.... «me tabula {acer

Votiva pavies indicat uvida =

Sufpendiffe potenti =F
Veftimenta maris Deo. t

‘There are an infinite Number of Paflages to this Purpofe..
© According to Father Sepp, in his Account of Paraguay, even the Serpents themfclves are kept in Awe by Virtue of

Ave Maria's, a” >
‘ There hath been fomething mentioned hereof in this Diflertation-

tThisis true, yet with fome ReftriGions. Y ais:
. 3 : ne Re
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Ir isa difficult. Task for thofe who are unacquainted with the World, to a& fieely,

without Affetation, and live amongft Men in a plain and eafy Manner. With all their:
Ceremonies, they find it a hard Matter to pafs in the World for Perfons of an agreeable

Converfation. We beg leave to compare fuch People to thofe who adhere to all religious

-Cuftoms, as if they were the very Effence of Religion itfelf. It is painful for them to

addfefS themfelves to God without Formality, and to pray to him without Ceremony ;

and if it fhould be their unhappy Lot not to get over this outward Oftentation, one would

not eafily be induced to confider and efteem them as Perfons of a folid Piety ; with which

Reflection we fhall conclude.

ly hi: t lymph, and afterwards became®th Wife of
gh) Vertumnus, who ‘was look’d upon, by the Romans, as the God of Autumn,
“It was likewifetheir» Opinion, ‘that he was concerned in all Contra¢ts relating to Com-

- meee, and that he determined, or altered the Minds-of-Men in civil Affairs, Vertumnus

courted this: Pomona: under: feveral Shapes ; yet none of them proved any ways fuccefsful,

till he appeared before her in the Form of a Youth in all his Bloom. Had he been fo

wife at firft, he had faved himélf a World of unneceffary Trouble. .

“Apter Vertumnus facceededin his Addrefies, and Pomona became his Wife, the was
__ acknowledged as a Goddefs, She prefided over Gardens ; or, more properly, it may be faid,

ghat her Jurifdigtion extended only over. fome particular Fruits, which were offered up to

her in Sacrifice. She was reprefented young and gay, like Hebe, and with her Head adorned

with Flowers. .Her Prieft, amnongft the Romans, was called Flamen Pomonalis, and the

Regard which was paid him was in Proportion to the Power of the Goddef§ whom he

ferved ; for he-was ranked amongft the Priefts of the moft inferior Order, and was dif-

tinguithed by the Name of Plamen.» * 2 -

edizyishapteraciclin: | lis ui bowie jet Ue Sua alae eal z
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ented in the Medals placed next the Temple of Pomona, were uled in Luftrations. It

“would be too great a Digreffion, barely to mention a part of what relates to fo curious

a Subjeét, on which Lomeierus has obliged the World with a very learned Differtation ina —

large Volume, in Quarto. Perfons of all kinds were not indifferently admitted to per-

form this facred Office. _ For as Luftration was a Ceremony in fomen fare practifed as 3

an Expiation for the Sins of the People in general, or of fome particular Family, or
fingle Perfor for the Redemption of his Soul from God’s Wrath, and his temporal De-

Tiverance from Afflictions, @c. it was requifite, that whoever performed the Lu/fration,

fhould bear a Character, with refpeét to his Birth, Age, Profeffion, and fober Deport-

ment, which became that holy Funétion. * Priefts, Confuls, young Boys and Virgins,

frequently affifted in this Ceremony. Such Families as had an hereditary Right to any

Degree of Priefthood, ‘were always preferr’d whenever a Luftration was tequired. This
Ceremony was obferved, ata Perfon’s firft Admiffion to any Divine Myftery ; andsbefore

he might prefume to approach the Gods, or beemployedas an Affiftant at any Sacrifice a

4 Vide Lomeierusin his Treatifg de Luftrationibus, cap. 13- 7
to.

-
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it was alfo. practifed after unlucky Dreams and Funeral Rites, in order to their Purifica-
tion’ from fome Pollutions of*the Body ; but more particularly from thofe which were -

generally thought to attend the carnal Convyerfations of married Perfons. ‘ b

Lustrations were performed efther by the Means of Water, Fire, or Air: And they
always ufed fuch Water as was naturally confecrated, if it could poffibly be procur'd,
2. e. River, or Spring-water, which were deemed facred ; becaufe the Gods, Nymph ‘and
Genii refided in them. If they could not, it was«ufual to confecrate common *|

and the Cuftom was, to keep large Veflels full of Water at the Doors of the Temples

of the Gods, wherein burning Firebrands, taken from the Altar in Time of Sacrifice,

>

BT

had been quenched. The People ufed to befprinkle themfelves with this Water ; but Fe 28
commonly the Priefts were the Minifters of this holy Afperfion. © ;

Lusrrations by Air, were performed by a Fan, with which they difperfed the Air —

for the Purification of Souls. Ojéillation, or moving the Body by fwinging to and fro

in the Air, was alfo a kind of Purification, jigitn 39-3 i wee tie

youn pep attieation by Fire, “was very frequently ufed amongit the anci
Pagans. For the Performance of this Ceremony, the Force of Fire, or Smoke only, ‘was
aufed: 'Tryals by ordeal Fire and hot Irons, which were in gtearRepute in the Church about

the eighth Century, in all Probability, took their Rife from this way of Lu/tration by Fire.

The Luftration performed by Smoke was made with Perfumes. On this Occafion they

ufed Sulphur, Rofin, Incenk, “fweet-{cented Herbs, Laurel, &c. At connubial Liuftra- :
tions they made ule of Fire and Water too ; and the fame wasoften practifed at Funerals.

Honey was fometimes ufed inftead of Water 5 and for the Atco the heinous
Sin of Murder, they often mingled Blood with the Water. They alfo made ufe of

Eggs, becaufe it was a received Notion, that they contained in them an Abftra@ of

the four Elements.” In fhort, it would be needlefs so enlarge upon Lu/rations per

formed with human Blood, or with certain Fruits; of upon others which were made

with the Blood of * Dogs, Cats, and other Animals : Though their Lives were pre-,
i yet they*continued, loaded with the Sins of the People. Lomeieru$, in: his®

the Reader.
ae

Tue Afperfions in re Rofemary, with a

Sprig of Hyffop; or any other Inftrument made for that Purpofeé, may all be looked

*

”

_oppren thle Ceremonies of Lu/fration and Afperlion were'over,, the Peopé'imagia’d
. themfelves ina State of Regeneration, and accordingly ranked themfélves amongft the

Number of the Blefled’ All expiatory Ceremonies concluded with an Iicety very: much

refembling the ufual Benediétions of our Clergy, when:they. difmifs the People. © Zlicet is
Aen ; :

a Term ufed for, depart in Peace, “Or Pax vebis, A nae

‘As-the Sacrifice Of Herciiles is reprefented in one of thelé Medals, we think obr-
felves obliged to fay fomething relating to that particular Ceremony. This Deity was

fo condefcending and indulgent, as to take the trouble ‘upon himélf to teach too illu _
trious Families that particular Form of divine Wotthip ‘which would be moft accept-
able to him, ‘Thefe two Families, who held-the firft Rank amonglt the Abocigines, a

® Lomeicrus de Luftrationibus, cap. 17. .

» Jd, Ibid. cap. 23- oe

Vou. I. - ; H
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26 , 4 DISSERTATION
_ People of Italy, bore the Name of Potitians and Pinarians. 1c was the Cuftom, when

they facrificed to Hercules, to offer up a young Heifer which never had borne the Yoke.
The Potitians had the Superiority over the Pinarians, becaufe the latter were one Day too

dilatory in their Attendance, after they were honoured with a folemn Invitation to the

Sacrifice. When an Oblation was made to him atthe Altar called Ara Maxima, * the

whole Congregation were obliged to be bareheaded, to teftify their profound Venera-
tion for Hercules ; for as this Deity was reprefented with his Head covered, it would

have "been an A& of Irreverence and Difrefpeét in a mortal Man, to be covered as he

was, or in his Prefence.

Tur Romans ufed to repair to the Ara Maxima, in order to confirm, by a folemn

Oath, their Promifes and Contracts, ,

Vee. :

Prey, ,who prefides over Sacrifices, and for the moft part over all religious Worthip,

was of neceflity to be veiled; {ince coyering the Head is only intended to fix the Eye

on the Object of Devotion, and to prevent all mental Diftraétions. The Manner in.

which Piety is here reprefented to be veiled before an Altar, is almoft the fame as that of

the Roman Ladies, when they paid their Worthip to the Gods. ‘The | Severus
Tikewife veiled where he is reprefented with an Oli ch in his:

Ir was neceflary, that they who facrificed to Pusrick Fartu, who is here repre-
fented in a * Medal witha Horn of Plenty in her Hand, and a Crown"of Laurel on her

Head, thould be covered with a white Veil. This Veil was an Emblem of that Purity

and Innoceneg, which are the infeparable Companions of Faith ; as the’ Horn of Plenty is
the Emblem of Profperity, which is generally the Confequence of this Virtue. =

m5 eH mM Ps

« Ir wasalfo the Cuftom fometimes to make ule of the Phrygian Cap, here reprefented in
‘the laft of the four Medals, that are under the Temple of Pomona. * "Though we ate not
certain that this Cap was madealways after the fame Form, yet it isgenerally agreed upon,
that it covered a part of the Cheeks, and was tied under the Chin.

VI. :

Anvsis, before whom a Man is reprefented as lying proftrate on the ‘Ground, was
one of the Gods of the Egyptians. For they generally a : the Figure, or with
the Head of a Dog, andi 2 feen ‘what he was; for Anubis, ac-
cording to the Interprétation of fome learned Authors, fignifies one that barks, and is ori-
ginally @ Hebrew Term ; Hanubé being a Hebrew Participle, to which is joined the Afpi.

mateH. This Egyptian Anubis, and Mercury, are thought to be the fame Deity. By
the Form of a Dog was hieroglyphically reprefénted the extraordinary Penetration of the
God no Animal being {0 fagacious‘as a Dog, which makes the Emblem very appofite,
‘The God of Thieves, Merchants, and publick Minifters, had need of a perfect Sagacity
fora proper Difcharge of their refpettive Adminiftrations. eee? :

Axonis, in fome Medals, is reprefented holding a Caduceus in his Hgnd.

Tare four other Medals, which follow that of Anubis, reprefent the different Poftures
of Suppliants, .

3 Vide Serv. in Ving: Zineid/Lib. iit.

© tpud Rolin. in Antiquit, ;
Vide Soler, de Pileo. =

*

*



28 An Hiftorical DISSERTATION
Tue third Clafs includes fuch Things as Cuftom hath given a Sanction to in different

Times and Places, or which have been but lately introduced: And ‘therefore they call

them Minbaghim, or Cufloms. OF thefe three Clafies then, the firft and fecond, which

comprife the written Law by Me/és, and the oral Law, “tranfmitted from their Dottors
by ‘Tradition, are awl: by all the SFews in general, wherefoever fcattered and
difperfed, without any confiderable Variation among them in that Refpett, as appears

by the Ta/mud. But as for the third, which has Relation to their Cuftoms only, they

vary very much from one another ; “becaufé the Fews, difperfed into divers Parts of

the ee, have fallen into the Names and Manners of thofe Countries: They differ
therefore from each other in this third Clafs only ; and principally the Eaftern, German,

and Italian Nations. In the Eaftern, I likewifé comprife thofe of the Morea, Greece,

Barbary, and thofe who are called* Spanifh; and under the Name of Germans, I take

in the Yews of Bohemia, Moravia, Poland, Mujcovy, and others. According to this Or-

der and DiftinGtion, therefore, I hall endeavour, . as faras I am able, to thew in this

Differtation, what is grounded as well upon their written Law, as,upon, the Command-
ments _of their Dogtors, and upon meer Cuftoms : But Imuft apprize the Reader before-
hand, that where-ever he hall meet with any Variation amongft the ‘Yews, it has Refer-

ence only to their Cuftoms, to which, ‘without great Difficulty, they will not believe,

that the Name of: Precept can with any] be given : Fhough: they hold the Precepts
Ba cinta ¥ER 3-8 *Grids = 3

ay CHAP. IL

Concerning their Houfes.
x HEN any gi builds a Hont, he, is obliged to leave fome Part of it ‘incom-

pleat, purfuant to the Ditedtions of the Rabbi's on this Topick, that he may the

better remember the prefent Defolation of Serufalem and the Temple; and in order to teftify
his unfeigned Sorrow, he. muft exprefs himfelf. in thefe-Words of the Pfalmift: Uf I for-

get thee, O Ferufalem, may my Right Hand forget Wer | Cunning. Or, if he builds, he

mutt leave at, leaft a Cubit Square of the Wall free from Lime, and write thereon in large

Capitals. thofe Words of the Pfalmift jut mentioned ; or ee , Zecber la baba; which
fignifies a Memorial of Defalation. : Covereatr sy sdk

Il. Ar the ae of their Houfes, Chaml and- Kk Refort, ‘they :
fix up againf o any other: Pipe,
with a Parchment in it prepared | for that Purpofe, Siherebn are eeuritcn after a very correct
Manner, thefe Words from Deuteronomy : * Hear, O Traci, the Lord our God is one Lord,
Be. a as far as thefe other Words, § © and ‘thou Jralt write them upon the Pofts of thy Houfe,

* and m thy Gates. Then leaving ; a {mall Blank on the Parchment, thefe Words are con-
tinued : “And it fhall come to Pipi, if ye foall bearken diligently unto my Commandments,

‘as thefe Words, and. thou Shalt write them tipon the Door-Py ofts of thine Houfe,
This Parchment is rolled up, and enclofed within the Reed, and at

ten the Name * Sciaddai. And wheriever the Fews cdine in or go.out,
every devoutly; then kifs that Finger. be ce touched it; _ and this j is?

HF

. a %

the ‘Dominions of the 2 King of Spain, took — for the gregtelt Part of
to. this Day.

2 The Spanjb Feu, being bani

‘them in the Levant, re are
® Deut. vie ver 45°56 75 8) 9.
© Deut. xi. ver. 13, Ty 15s '

aioe i
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I I. Tuey have neither Picture, Image, nor Statue; neither will they permit any

fuch Reprefentations in their Houfes, much lefS in their Synagogues, and other Places

. fet apart for divine Worfhip ; conformable to that negative Commandment in the 20th

of Exodus, and in feveral other Places of the Old Teftament, which exprefly faith, shou

fealt not make unto thee any graven Image. But in Italy there are abundance of ‘ews,

who are not fo ftriét and confcientious, but have both Portraits and Hiftory Pieces

in their Houfes.’ They avoid, however, having any Relievss, efpecially thofe where the

Bodies are compleat.

: CHAP. II

Concerning their Kitchen and Table-furniture.

5 LL their Kitchen-Furniture mutt be perfeétly new ; for if they have been madé
ufe of by any Perfons befide their own People, particularly if they are earthen,

or have had any Thing warm in them, they are rejected and thrown away; becaufe

fome of their forbidden Meats, which are numerous (as will fully be fhewh in the fixth
Chapter of the fecond Part) might have accidentally been put into them, and the Juices
thereof might have pierced them. But if thefe Utenfils are of Metal, or Stone, which

are not porous like earthen Ware, they may be ufed, after they have been fet upon the

Fire, or thrown into fcalding Water. ‘

II. Wuen they have purchafed any of thefe Implements of Houfhold, whether made
of Glas, Earth, or Metal, they plunge them direétly into the Sea, a River, a Well, or
into fome large Quantity of Water, to denote a more than ordinary Neatnefs ; conform-
able to the twenty third Verfe of the thirty firft Chapter of Numbers.

III. They make uf of a Variety of Veflels both for the Kitchen and Table, fome
‘of them being appropriated for Milk, and other Spoon-Meats only, whereof that is one

Ingredient ; and others for Flefh; for they muft not, as I fhall obferye in the fixth

Chapter of the fecond Part, eat both Meat and Milk at the fame Time. =.
of Sade? sey lie :

—_

Chapter of the third Part of this Work,
IV. Tuy have alfo particular Kitchen,

of the Paffoyer, which, as will appear in the

ought never to touch any leavened Bread.

Bote AS iy:

Concerning their Sleep and Dreams.

LQIUCH ews as comply with the Precepts of their mod the Head of the
Bed whereon they lie to the North, and the Feet to the South, or the Reverfe;

for they {cruple to place them Eaft and Welt, in Obfervance of the Refpect due to Ye-
rufalem, and the Temple, which were fo ficuated; There are but few, however, who

are now fo very precife. ad

II. Wuen they lie down to Reft, they beg of God, in their Prayers, to preférve them
from the Dangers of the Night, to grant them the Enjoyment of a fweet and uninterrupt
Repof, and to raifé them the next Morning, when they awake, in perfect H

Vor. I, = = 2 I ; x
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thefe Prayers, they add°the fourth, fifth, fixth, féventh, eighth, and ninthVerfes of the

fixth Chapter of Deuteronomy, and the ninety firft Pfalm, Whofo dwelleth in the fecret

Place of the moft High, &c. and the hundred and twenty firft, I will lift up mine Eyes

unto the Mountains, &c. and the fifth Verfe of the thirty firft Pfalm, Into thine Hand I

commit my Spirit. To thefe fome of the Fews add other Paflages, according to their

different Cuftoms and Inclinations.

Ill. Tury lay a peculiar Stref8 on Dreams, out of Regard to thofe of ‘facob, Fofepb,

Pharaoh, Nebuchadnezzer, Daniel, and others, mentioned in the facred Scriptures ; and

to that particular Paffage in the thirty third Chapter and fifteenth Verfe of Yoh, In

Dreams and Vifions of the Night, &c. then he openeth the Ears of Men, &c.

IV. Anp indeed they put fo much Confidence in them, that fhould any one be

made uneafy by a frightful Dream, particularly if it has any Relation to any of the four

» Kinds which the Rabbi’s have explained, he fafts all the next Day in all the Forms of

Fafting, of which I fhall treat more at large hereafter. In fhort, nothing but a Dream

can oblige a Man to faft on the Sabbath, or on any other folemn Fettival.

V. Ar, Night after the Faft is over, the Perfon that dream’d, fends for three of his

Friends before he prefumes to eat, to whom he faith feven Times, * May my Dream be
fortunate! to which they anfwer at each Time, Amen, God grant it may be fo. After this

Ceremony they add fome Paflages of the Prophets ; and that he himfelf may have fome
propitious Omen of his being in Peace, they repeat to him thefe Words of Ecclefiafes,
* Go thy Way, eat thy Bread with Tad &c. then he who has fafted, fits down to his Supper.

Concerning their Clothes.

HE ews ate ftrilly forbidden to drefs theméelves in any Stuffs made of Wool-

len and Linnen mix’d together. _In * Deuteronomy itis faid, ® Thou fhalt not wear

a Garment of various forts; and therefore they never few a Woollen Veftment with

Thread, nor a Linnen one with Wool.
Sorted, 

—

‘themielves by wearing
oth ‘ th unto

a Man put on a Woman's 5 Garment. Moreover the Men are for-
bidden the Practice of all effeminate Adtions, fuch as Painting, or making ufe of depila~

tory Plaifters: The Women likewife are epoueds porto practife fuch Things as are only

proper for the Men. a

a Anp this very probably is the’ Reafon why Men: meter, to fhave their
cards from. the Temples down their Cheeks, and even any Part of Cements & Nei-
ie Seale thaw marr the Corners of thy Beard.

+ Thefe four ‘Kinds of Dreams are, the feeing the Book of the Law in Flames ; the fecing the Day of Abfolu-
‘tion at the Hour of ? that is to fay, of the Evening Prayer ; the feeing the ‘Beets of your Houfé tumbling
ee, ee ie ‘Teeth filling our; fome add, the fecing of your Wife with another Man.

remony Con cams, is related at Length in the Order of the Feswijb Prayers, accordin, he

Ritual oF the /talians we Impreffion. eee TORS aa ee
© Chap. ix. ver. 7.

@ Deut. xxii. ver. n,

*© Levit. x. ver. 19.

€ Deut. xaii. ver. 5. = y
© Levit. xix. ver. 27, ie 2 .

AV As:

Il. Born Men ext Wonten are like forbidden i i

‘
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IV: WitH Refpeét to their Dref&, *tis with Reluctance that they follow the Fathions
of other Nations, and only comply with them, to prevent their being the Objects of

* — Ridicule. They are not allow’d, on any Pretence whatever, to have a Crown, “or any
particular Lock of Hair on the Middle of the Head, or any Thing in Relewnea nce of
it ; but in all Countries long Gowns are their favourite Drefies.

V. Tur Women drefs themfelves according to the Mode of the refpective Places in

which they live, except only on their Wedding-Days, at which Time they wear a fort

of Peruke, or Head-Dref of falfe Hair refembling their own ; yet fo as to preferve the

Fafhion of the Country externally: But ftill, they induftrioufly conceal their own Hair,

VI. Tue Men efteem it very indecent and difrefpeétful to have their Heads uncover'd ;

‘nay, they never practife it in their very Synagogues. However, they fometimes com-

ply with it, as they obferye it to be an Act of Copies and Civility paid to Perfons

of Diftinétion amongft the Chriftians.

VIL. Every Veftment which.
Fringe hanging ‘down, which is called Zizit. This Fringe is ee made of ae
Woollen Threads twifted together for that Purpofe, with five Knots upon each; which

takes up half the Length of it. That Part that has no Knots when ir is unravelled, falls

into a kind of Fringe, * Let them make themfelves Fringes, faith the Layy,'.on the Bor-

ders of their Garments.

VII. Tuts Injunétion has: no Relation to = Women; aon for that Reafon none
oferiieny oblerageee west Fink J Ah EGE aI te oa

IX. Nay very few of the Men “theatres wear ‘thefe four-cornér'd Garments now-
a-dayé; to prevent the Contempt and Ridicule of the People amongft whom they lives

-but content themfelves with wearing a Piece of fquare Stuff with a Fringe at each

Corner under their other Garments, which they call‘ Arban Canfoth, in Commemora-
tion. of the Commandments of God; becaufe it is fiid in the fame Chapter of Num- i
bers at the f Verfe, ‘That he may 7 remember and dé do all my Commandments,
at the Time of divine Service in their Synagogues, they cover their Hi ds wi
Woollen Veil which they call Taled, and has a Fringe at each C
take further Notice it

X. Tr is likewife a Duty incumbent on the Men always to wear on their Forehead a

Totafot, fo called in the Scripture, and which the ¢ Fews call Tefilin, as it is recorded in
Deuteronomy, * Thou i foalt | bind them for a Sign upon thine Hand, and they fhall be as Frontlets

* — ‘betwieen’ thine Eyes. We thall give an Account of their Quality and Form in the eleventh

Chapter ; but to avoid being ridiculed by the People, for complying with a a Thing which
they hold as facred, and wear with the utmoft Precaution, they only tie it jtonin Time of

divine Service. 
cS a

XI. cree to are a Girdle, or «fome other Thing. 0 Clothes, to duslie

uaa 38.
® Deut. xxii, ver. 12.

Four Wings. —

“Chap. vis ver. 8. ch. xi. ver. 18.
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CHAP. VL
Concerning the Decency which ought to be obferved when

they retire to eafe Nature.

I. ~POHE Rabbi's have laid down feyeral Direétions relating to the Place defigned

for their neceflary Occafions, and their manner of Deportment there, which

wholly regard Health, Decency, and Modefty; grounded upon what is written in

Deuteronomy, *Thou fhalt have a Place alfo without the Camp, whither thou fhalt go forth

abroad, and thou jhalt have aPaddle upon thy Weapon, &c. and it fall be when thou wilt

cafe thy felf abroad, &c.

IJ. Twey muft make it their conftant Praétice to eafe themifelves every Morning as

foon as ever they rife, and then wafh themfelves that they may go clean to their Devo-

tions.

t comply with it, becaufe the

‘peta of it is upon nation, and a en to git is
written in Leviticus, * Ye fhall not make yourfélves abominable, &e. :

IV. If, on thefe private Occafions, they fafpect that they fhall be feen, they are di-
reéted, for Decency’s fake, to conceal themfelves with the utmoft Precaution. ‘And for-

afmuch as at firft they had no commodious Apartments in their Houfes for that Purpofe,

and were expofed to publick View, they had various Inftruétions for the Prefervation of

adue Decorum. And as that Action was then look’d upon as dangerous, they ufually

jnvoked their Guardian Angels to protect and prefs: them at that Time: But that Cu

tom is now abolifhed.

V. Arter this, they are obliged to wath’ ther Hands, and in a fhort Ejaculation to
return God thanks not only for Man’s Creation, but his Prefervation too ; fince the leaft

Obftacle in their Evacuations might prove fatal: And this, when Neceffity requires it,
they always obferve.

Concerning. their ty of wafbing cher Hands and
ace. sepia ee

HEY wath nae Hands and Face every Morning as Sacks aopges up, and
never touch any Meat, Bread, Book, or facred Thigs till this is done.

ie As tothe Properties of the Water, erated Manner of ufing it; the Rabbi's, who
have refined hereupon, have been over nice, and too tedious in their Inftru@ions, But
particularly they prohibit the throwing the Water with which they have wafhed them-

felves upon the Ground ; for it is an unclean Adtion, according to their Notion, to walk
-over the Place where it is pile.

s

* Chap. xxiti. ver. 13.

» Chap. xi.ver. 44.

©They have ftruck out of the fecond Edition what follows to Nwnb. v. as ufeleG, tee being now ne Osan
for practifing it.

Ti, Wansr
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HI. Wuixsr they are wiping their Hands and Face, they repeat the Bleffing, which

T thal} mention in the ninth Chapter.

CHA P.. VII.

Concerning their Purity.

Pe Leviticus we read, that he was unclean who touched a nety Corpee, a tae or
any creeping Thing, ec, and, as fuch, was denied Admiffion into the Temple: But

fince the Deftrution thereof, the ‘ews pretend, that all thofe Precepts, relating to un-
clean Things, are abolifhed. There is an Inftitution, however, in Efdras, which continu-

ed fome confiderable Time after, purporting, . t he who had fhed his Seed was unclean:
And this is_ grounded ui is Ww. “and fixteenth Verfe

of Leviticus: And if any Man's Seed of Copulation go out from him, then be Srall wafe all
bis Flefh inWater, and be unclean until theEven, But as the Obfervance of this Tnjunc-

tion would, be very difficult and troublefom on Account of their legal Commerce with

their Wives, it is, now neglected and laid afides aac etememcinn

ao eA P: PRE tea

Concerning their Beneditions. .
L \HE Rabbi's have diredted the Sfews to blef and praife Almighty God, not on-

ly in their Prayers, and at fuch particular ‘Times as they receive Favours

from him, but even on all Occafions, and in all their Aétions, whether they eat or

drink ; Se in fhort, for every Precept of the Law, and of the* Rabbi's; which they

different ns a
be expected that we fhould ion R
have compofed a large Treatife upon this Topick, in which they a are all comprifed,

TI, Ly the Morning, as foon as they rife, they fay, Blefed be thy Name, O Lord our
God, Sovereign of the Univer, who giveft Life unto the Dead, Light unto the Blind, and
who fpreadeft the Earth upon the Waters, and many other Ejaculations of the! like Nature.
‘When they wath their Hands, in Compliance with that Precept, they fay, Bleffed be thy
Name, O Lord our God, Sovereign of the Univerfe, who haf fanttified us by thy Command-

ments, and who haft enjoined us to wafh our Hands. When they ao lemfelves to the
Study of the Law; Blefed be, &c, who haft given us the Law. When they eat Bread,
Bleffed be thou, O Lord, 8c, who bringeft forth Bread from out Earth. When they

drink Wine, Blefed be thou, O Lord, 8c. Creator of the Fruit of theVine. When they eat
of the Fruit which grow upon the Trees, Blefféd, 8c. Creator of the Fruits of the Trees :
When of the Fruits of the Earth, Blefed, &e. Creator of the Fruits of the Earth. When
they are refrethed by any agreeable Smell, Blefed, &c. who haft created fuch a Thing
odoriferous. When they fee a high Mountain, or a vaft Extent of Sea, they fay Blfed,
&c. Creator of all Things from the Beginning. . When they fee, eat, or dre shemales

3 Befides the Precepts contained in the Law, the Fews have other kinds of Commandments, . which’ theyll the
Precepts of Hacamim, or Wife Men; who appointed thefe Precepts each in their Time, according to the different

Reafons they had to ordain them for the Worhhip of God.

Vor. 1. K in
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in any new Thing, and even at the opening their, folemn Feftivals, they fay, Bleffed, &c.

who haft made us to live, and fupported us to this Day. When any one dies, Blefed,
&c. Fudge of all Truth. In fhort, in every Thing, before or after any Action; and

fometimes before and after too, they repeat the fame Bleffing to God, imagining, that
it isa Sin of Ingratitude to make Ufe of any Thing, or enjoy any Convenience of Life,

without firft humbly confeffing by fome Terms of Thank(giving, that it is wholly ow-
ing to his GoodnefS that they hold it, and that he is the fole Lord and Proprietor of
all Things. : ie A

‘ ie

Ul. Tuey lie under an indifpenfable Obligation of repeating a hundred Benedi@ions
at leaft every Day; and as moft of the ‘Yews fay them every Motning in the Synagogue ”
with their Prayers, they call thofe Morning Beneditions,, Meath Beracoth, which figni-
fies @ hundred Blefings. "a Ripes

Concerning their Synagogues or Schools.

I HEY make their Synagogues, which they likewife call Schools, either large
or fmall, above or below, in a Houfe, or fome feparate Place, as it fuits beft

with their Convenience ; becauf it is not in their Power to erect any lofty or magnifi-
cent Fabrick. ‘The Walls of thefe Synagogues are all white-wathed within, and either
wainfcotted or hung with Tapeftry ; and all-round about are {ele&t Paffages and pious Ex-
hortations, to be attentive at their Prayers. “There are likewife Seats fixed round, and in
fome of thefe Schools there are little Chefts,. to lock up their Books, Robes, &c. In
the Middle, or againft the Walls, there are Candlefticks, or Lamps, hung up to hold Oil
or Wax-Tapers, to give Light to the Place. At the Doors ftand Boxes for Charity, which
is afterwards diftributed amongft the Poor.

MI. Ar the Eaft End in every Synagogue, is an Ark, of Cheft,. call’d *dron, in Com-
memoration of the Ark of the Covenant that was in the Temple: Andi is Ark
they lock up the Pentateuch in Manufcript, written up Vell ith a particular Ink,
and in fquare Characters whi > M ‘ the utmoft Ac-curacy ¢ and 

Orisi mitten by Efdras, whereof, we are told,

there is a Copy at Grand Cairo, which Efdras made from the Hand-writing of Mofes
himfelf, as is mentioned in the eighth Chapter of the fecond Book of Efdras: Thefe
Tranferipts muft be fo correét, that the Want or Addition of a Vau, ot a Fod, corrupts ~
the Whole, and renders it ufelefs and invaluable. The Tranferiber too-muft take Careto. obferve all the numerous Formalities required and commanded by the Rabbi’s on this
Occafion. "Thefe five Books of Mo/és are not in the Form of our Modern Books, but
like a Volume, or Scroll of the Ancients; that is, written upon Skins of Vellum, not
fewed with Thread, but with the Sinews of fome clean Beaft. The Skins, thusftitch’d
together, and written upon, are rolled on two wooden Sticks, one at each End. The
Book, thus rolled up, is covered with a Piece of fine Linen or Silk embroidered, whichis generally wrought after the moft exquifite Manner by fome Female Artifts, wherein
they endeavour to exert their utmoft Skill, which they confecrate to this Uf, together

Ark.

» Square. e 5

<The Fewifh Dottors have invented a vaft Number of Rules t ipeiobiervad bs oa

Ui Soe ml fd Mala ing ain opt he Lan fetowards having a correct Copy ; asto that antient Copy, afcribed to Pins, idan eve Babe may

: with
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