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Introduction

The story of the ‘“Mahibhdrata’’ has been a perenniai
source of interest to generations of scholars as well as
laymen. The scholars have bsen convinced of the
nacessity of propogating the stories, since they found that
the esssnce of Indian culture is embedded in them. But
the variety and the mu!‘tiplicity of the stories stood in the
‘way of propogation. To surmount this difficulty digests
and summaries of the main story chopping ~off the
incidental and™ irrelevant subestories were prepared . in
Sanskrit, not to speak of the many regional languages of
India, The Bahuvrttasamksspabharata is a fine product
of such an sttempt at giving the gist of the Bharata.

As the title itself indicates the work is a summary of
the main story of the Mahabhdrata in different metres,
Altogether there are 229 stanzas in it. Even though there
are  similar  works like Mahdbhdratasamgraha and
Mahdbharatasamksepa this work has its own psculiar
features. Simplicity and lucidity sre the characteristic
marks of the narrative technique of the poet. One can

have an easy grasp of the main story of the Mah;-
bhzrata even by a casual reading of the poem. The post

has bsen @able to reflect the charm and beauty of the
original epic to soms extent. To ‘aveid monotony in the

natration of the story the poet has resorted 1o the use of
rhythmic variely by employing different matres. Almost all
ihs popular metres current in Sanskrit have been used by

the author. In factit is & veritable mine of Sanskrit metres,
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Even though it is not written with the purpose of illust-
rating Sanskrit metres it serves this purpose also.

The work at the outset trsces the lineage of the
Pandavas. They hail from the dynasty of the Moon. The
Moon was the son of Brahma and Budha was the son of Moon.
His son was Puriravas. From Puriiravas Ayus was born and he
begot Nahusa. Nahusa was the progenitor of Yayati, the Pandavas
being the descendants of Yayati. In bstween Yayati and
Pandu there were many famous kings like Hasti, Dusyanta,
Bharata, Ajamila, Pratipa and Santanu. While tracing the
line of the great kings of the Lunar race the post has
narrated the story in a succinet manner.

-

Four stanzas in the concluding portion of the work are
dsvoted to the dascription af the journey of the Pandavas
and Draupadi towards thair heavenly abode. The poset has
brisfly narrated how all eof them except Yudhisthira
_collapsed on the way.

In the last stanza the author has alluded to the pur-
pose with which he has composed the work. The teading
of the Mahdbhdirata may lead cne %o salvation. But it be-
ing so voluminous it is impossible to go through it from
the beginning te the end. To make the reading easy this
summary has been prepared. These who are desirous of

getting salvation may read it. discuss it and spread it
among the devotees.

We know next to nothing about the author of this
work, There is no clue about him either in the work OF

in the manuscript. The first stanza of the work which runs-as

follows Is an invocatien of the Goddess Durgs:



S
""Kalapayodharalal itam

Komalatarakalabhamilitakarnayugdm

Kairavapuravaranilayam
Bhairavadayitimupdsmahe varaddm®’

Here Durga is described as having her ebode In
Kairavapuravara, This seems to be the Sanskritised form
of the Malayalam word ‘Amballir.” This is a village in
the Ernakulam District of Kerala State, The Devi temple
of Amballar was very famous in olden days. It is still
there in Amballir, An old Nambatiri Illam, Elayadattu
Mana,” is in the vicinity of the temple. It is known that
Amballiar Narayanan Bhatfatiri was a member of that mana.
He was the author of Usdparirayam Camp# and was
closely associated with Vidwan Kilimanocor Rdaja Raja

Varma Koil Tampursn. (Ulloor S. Parameswara lyer, Kerala
Sahitya Caritram-Pt.1V. P.P.49.50; Vadakkumkur RajaRajaVarma:

Keraliya Samsk7ta Szhitya Caiitram Ft. IV pp, 304-305).
Even though Usaparinayam Campua is not a work of high
qualities there is no doubt about the scholarship in Sans-
krit of Narayaza Bhattatiri. There is a probability of
Narayana Bhatiatiri being the author of the Bahuvritasamikse-
pabharzta. This is a guess based on the first stanza, and in
the absence of further evidence and the non.sttribution
of the wotk to anybody else, it may be presumed that
Bhattatiri is the author of this work.

This is the 253rd publication of the Trivandrum
Sanskrit Series, and is based on ssingle M anuscript, Na.
6819, of this Library. The Manuscript was originally
supplied by Shri, Govinda Pisarody of Kaildsapuram in the
ysar 1940. It containe thres more works, written in Malg<
yajam script. The Manuscriptis of thesize of 21 CM X 4
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CM. There are 34 folios written on both sides, each side
having eight lines and fhirty-three letters per line. The
number of granthas is estimated to be about 525. The
work is included in the Alphabstical Index of the Sanskrit
Manuscripts as Mahabharata samksepam. But ths colophon
of the work reads “’Bahuvrttasamksepabhdratam samaptam.’’

The press copy of the work was prepared by Bhri-
V. G. Nambudiri, former Senior Research Officer of the

Department. But the final touches were given by me. i have
received eonsiderable help from K. Visweswarli J/Amma
(Research Officer).

! am thankful to Dr. Y. Bhaskaran for his vaiuable help
and guidance in the various stages of the preparation [of
this edition

Kariavattom 8. Muralidharan Nayar
11-3-1983. Senior Research Officer
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BAHUVATTASAMKSEPABHARATA

Bahuvrttasamksepabharata summarises the main story
of the Mahabharata. It has employed various metres
as.indigated in the title. The author shows commen-
dable mastery over the language as well as metre. His
familiarity with the story of the Mahabharata
has stood. him in geod stead for giving a
highly readable resume of the Mahabharata.
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