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«¢ C’e vrai, Monfieur? and thereby they demon-

flrate the power of the poet (for poet we may call

him); and entre nous, I doubt whether it is not more

rational, as well as more fair, to difpute what the

denouement ought to be before than after the inventor

of the piece has difpofed of it, as is the prattice with

us. When he has once finithed his fable, you_will
find them all content, and the voice of criticifm filent..

Now in France or England, our critics lie perdue,

in order to attack the poet, let him finith his per-
formance how he may. But you will recolleé, Mon-

ficur, that in Turkey criticifm is the honeft fpontaneous

iffue of the heart, and with us is a trade, where

fometimes lucre, fometimes vanity, but oftener than
Both, envy and malice direét the decifion, and difpofe

_ to cavil and cenfure.

« But we will go again to-morrow,” continued he,

‘probably. he will be there to conclude or proceed

further with his ftory;”” Iagreed to this and we parted.

On the next day we went, and_not feeing the

orator in his place, lounged about the caravanfera,

and going to another coffee-houfe found him de-

claiming with all his might. My friend told me

that the ftory he was now on was quite different

from the former : however we watched his motions
fo effectually that we got the conclufion of the ftory

of Caflem, which completely difappointed the prog-
noftics of the two confliéing Turkith critics; for

Caffem was neither baftinadoed, ftaked, or-hanged,

nor married to the cadi’s daughter, but lived to fee

that extreme avarice was folly ; and to be fenfible

that to make the proper ufe of the goods of this lif

is to enjoy them, es
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LETTER XXXIV.

E My Taft letter has fhewn you,’ that the con
ceptions of genius, though they may want the”aid
of the ‘prefs to bring them in full and perfeét

tlofure to the world, will yet burft through t

bounds, and find fome means of communication will

mankind ; for though the art of printing be unkno

in Turkey, the emanations of fuperior intelle& and,

fancy find their way to the general ear through the

medium of public declamation in coffee-houfes. -

Fetter will ferve to fhew you that malverfation in office,
Public delinquency, and all thofe crimes of the great,
which with us are cognizable by no tribunal but’ that
of the‘public prefs, are not’ altogether fo exempt
from the lath and expofure of the fatirift in Turkey;
as the want of that great palladium of freedom would /

difpofe us to believe ; and that, incredible as it may
appear, the magiftrates are held up to ridicule im

public exhibition, fatirifed with all the’ extravagant
vulgarity of coarfe humour and unpolifhed -wit, and _
expofed-with all the bitter exaggerations of en
venomed genius. roe

The French» gentleman whom mentioned to you"
in my laft, as having procured me that pleafant repalt
at the coffee-houfe, called on me a morning or two
after that, and reminded me how highly 1 feemed
to be entertained; faid, there were often to be feet,
by walking about and going into public pk

variety of things, which however worthlefs ad-un-
3 " :
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entertaining in themfelves, might, from the novelty
of their appearance, and their unlikelitefs to any thing

feen in Europe, ferve either to divert by their oddity,

or promote the conception of new ideas in the mind :

he therefore recommended it to me, with all the zeal
of a perfon who took an intereft in my happinefs,

to keep on my legs and in the ftreets while I remained
at Aleppo.

You will conclude that I readily complied, and
we fallied ont direétly in queft of adventure. We

proceeded, therefore, to one of the beforementioned.
coffce-houfes, where, as my friend obferved to me,

though there were no people of great rank, there

© was generally fomething to afford contemplation or

“amufement; and where, if nothing elfe occured, the

motley appearance of the company was fufficient
“to excite a variety of whimfical emotions, and fug-

ag numberlefs Judicrous images to the imagination
of an Englith or French man. As, there was no

orator at work declaiming, I had time to indulge

myfelf with a more accurate view than Thad before
taken of the group that furrounded us; and furely

never was ponderous gravity more Indicroufly, or

in. more various forms depiéted by any caricaturift in
the world.—Here it was to be feen, in all its fhadings,

from the felf-important nod of ferious cogitation,

down to the foporific afpeét of ftolid ftupidity. Not
a mufcle was moved in way of mirth, not a face

difgraced with a fmile, and I could not help think-

ing all the time, that if every nation of the earth
was to take fome animal for its infignia, as the

Britith affume the lion, and the Priflian the eagle,

the Turks might be divided in their choice between

the appropriate claims of the owl and the afs.— =

Soon after we entered, 2 band of what they called”
mufic, ftruck up'a concert. And here again the

notion of the owl and the af firuck me with imereas
x o4 tae
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fed force, as peculiarly prefiding over their mufic’: for

er combination of founds that 1 know on earth,

‘put the fcreeching of the one, and the braying of the ~

other, could form any thing to refemble this concert,
with which the aditory feemed vaftly pleafed, though

I was obliged to betake myfelf to flight, in order to

get relief from the torture it give me. The Turks,

however, as I retreated, honoured me with a few

remarks, which as I did not underftand, I could not

precifely feel ; my friend however tcld me, they were

: to the effe& that we were Frangi Dumus (Frank
: Hog), and had no more ear than that filthy animal

for mufic. ae

Come, faid my friend, don’t be difcouraged }—But ~

the mufic—the mufic ! interrupted L—Well then, faid

he, the mufic, or rather the founds were execrable _

to be fure ; they have at leaft ferved to eftablith
this certainty, that there is nothing, however difcorde

ant or deteftable; which habit will not reconcile us tos

Doubt not, faid he, that the beft piece of Handel oF

Correlli, performed by the beft band in Rome, would

appear as ridiculous to them, as their concert did to

us.

We vifited many coffee-houfes in the courfe of that +
day, in every one of which we found fomething to

divert or difguft us; at length as we entered one, my
friendly guide turning to me with fatisfa@ion in his

countenance, faid “* Here is fomething about to go

forward that will pleafe you better than the concert
_ _ ofmufic.” “What is it faid 1? A drama, returned “he 5

a drama, to you moft certainly of a new and extra-
ordinary kind ; and I do affure you that fo zealous

am I to procure you entertainment, I would rather

than a couple of louis’ you could underftand what
is going forward : your hearty mirth and laughter,

added he, are fufficient to put one in fpirits, He them
dire&ted my attention toa fellow who was buiily ein-”

ployed
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ployed in ereéing: a ftage, which he accomplifhed

in a time incredibly es ~ The light of the fun was
completely excluded, and a puppet thew commenced,
which gave great delight to all the audience, and ig-

norant’ as I was of the language, pleafed me very

anuch.

T was aftonifhed when informed that one man only

fpoke. for all the perfonages of the drama, for fo.

artfully did he change his tone of voice, that I could

have:fworn there had been as many people to {peak,
as ‘there were charatters in the piece, - The images

‘were not attually puppets, commonly fo called, but

fhadows done in the manner of Aftley’s Ombres Chi-

nsifess They were, however, far inferior to his in

execution and management, though the dialegue

and incident evidently appeared even to me, to be

executed with a degree ofthe vis comica far fupe-

rior sto any I ever faw in a thing of the kind in
Europe ; indeed fo perfe& was the whole, that though

I. knew not a word of the language, 1 comprehended

clearly the plan of the piece, and many of the ftrokes

of humour contained in the dialogues.—The plan was

obvioufly taken from afiory which I have read in ©

fome-of the Eaftern tales, I believe the eee

Entertainments, and it-is founded on’ the law of the

country, that aman may repudiate his wife twice, and .
take her back again; but in the event of a-third

divorce, cannot retake her to his marriage-bed,-unlefs

the be previoufly married and divorced by another

man.. ‘Yo obviate which, hufbands who repent having

divorced their wives a third time, employ a man ta

marry them, and reftore her back again; and he wha

does this office is called a Hullab.—tIn the piece before-

us, however, the Lady and the Hullah like each other

fo well, that they agree not to feparate ; the:

brings them both before the cadi to enforce: a:

tion ; and the fcene before the: cadi was’ as luc
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‘and as keen a fatire upon thofe magiftrates as’can welt
be conceived, though of the low kind.

The picce was introduced with a grand nuptial
proceffion, in which the matter difplayed the powers

of his voice by uttering a variety of the moft oppofite

tones in the whole gamut of the human voice ; fome-

times fpeaking, fometimes {queaking like a hurt child,

fometimes huzzaing as a man, a woman, or a child;

fometimes neighing like a horfe, and fometimes in-

terfperfing it with other fuch founds as commonly occur

in crowds, in fuch a manner as aftonifhed me : while

the concomitant action of the images, grotefque be-

yond meafure, kept up the laugh ; horfes kicking and

throwing their riders, affes biting thofe near them, and
kicking thofe behind them, who retire limping in the

moft ridiculous manner; while their great ftanding _

charaéter in all pieces, Kara-cHuse (the fame as
our Punch), raifed a general roar of obftreperous

mirth even from the Turks, with his whimfical action,

of which I muft fay that, though nonfefical, though

indecent, and fometimes even difgufting, it was on the

whole the moft finifhed compotition of low ribaldry

and fun that I ever beheld.

When they come before the cadi, he is feated’ im

his divan of juftice; but as foon as the complaint is

opened and anfwered, he rifes and comes forward be=

tween the contending parties: here he turns to one

and demands in a terrific tone what he has to fay,

while the other puts cafh in-his-hand behind, and im

proportion as-the cath is.counted in, increafes the terror

of his voice; he then pockets the money, and again turns

to’ the other, and demands what he has to offer, while

vin like manner he receives the bribes from his ad-

verfary and puts it in an oppofite pocket : this alternate

application lafts till the purfes of both are exhguftéd,
when, giving a great groan, he retires on one ie >
reckon the money -of each from a pocket he pent

x ther
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Gither fide, one called plaintiff, and the other defend —
ant; when balancing them, he finds: plaintiff better

by one afper (or three-halfpence) than defendant, —
and proviounces his judgment. accordingly: “Phe de-

fendant/appeals to the bafhaw ; ‘they go- before him=

KaRa-cuHuse (Punch) however, takes the defendant

afide, @nd in a dialogue, which my friend: affured”
me was pointed, witty, and bitterly fatirical, developes:

to him the whole fyften “of magiftratical injuftice,

advifes him- to bribe the bafhaw, and declaring his’
zeal for all young people fond of amorous enjoy-.

ment (which he is at fome’ pains to enlarge upon to the

excels of indelica¢y}, ‘offers him the aid of his pu:

‘The advice is followed; the bribe is accepted

éadi’s decree is reverfed, and himfelf difgraced, ar ¢

mob at once huftle him and bear the Hullah home to”

his “bride with clamours of joy. Here againcthe -

matter “fhewed his extraordinary powers, giving not

only, -as before, diftin@ and oppofite: tones of ‘voice,

but huddling a numberof different founds with fuch

Skill 'and rapidity together, that it was fcarcely poffible

to refit the perfuafion that they were the iflueofa

large and tumultuous crowd: of men and animals.

With this-extravagant melange the curtain: ped,

and the performance ect: oe rar ce
-Returning home we converfed: together onthe fub-

ject of the piece, which I confefs I could not get out)

of my head for fome time. . My friend explained to
me, as well as he could recolleG, a great part oof

thédialogue,. and affured-me, that-the-freedom of
fpeech of Monfiewr Kara-cxuse had from time to

time created a great deal: of uneafinefs, not only to.

private offending individuals, but to the mapiftracy

felf—that ‘no! offender, ‘however “intrenched =

power, or enthrined in rank, could efcape hi

bathaws, ‘cadis, nay ‘the Janiffaries themiel:

eften made the fportof his fury; that-het
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more reftrained in the effufions of obfcenity which he
uttered, than in his fatire; that he was always well
received and applauded, even venerated (as we vene-

rate the liberty of the prefs) as a bold teller of truth,

who with little mifchief does a great deal of good, and

often roufes the lethargic public mind toa eae of.
public dangers and injuries. He added, that in fome

‘cafes the magiftrate “had been obliged to interfere;
and the bathaw himfelf was ferioufly called upon at

times to {top the licentious tongue of this champion of
freedom, Kara-cuusr.

€ Well then,” faid I, “it appears upon the whole

that Monfieur Kara-cnusz is a very great black-

guard, but a very witty, and a very honeft one.””

“You have juft hit it,” faid he; “and if Matter

_ Kara-ghufe-was to take fuch liberties in France, Spain,

Portugal, or Germany, all his wit and honefty would
not fave him from punifhment. In. England you do:

not want him; every man there is a Kara-GHusk,

and every newfpaper a puppet-fhew.””

- “And yet,” returned I, “we complain. fadly of
: want of liberty !” :

“< That is natural,” returned my fagacious French-

man, ‘perfectly natural. Liberty is like moneys

the more we have of it, the more covetous we grow.”
“ Very true, Monfieur,” faid I, pleafed with his

compliment to our happy conftitution, and to clinch:
his obfervation, gave a Latin quotation, which when

~a/child I got out of Lilly’s Grammar, “ Crefcit amor

_ ‘mummi, quantum ipfa pecunia crefcit 5” and them

E changing nummus- for libertas, “ Crefcit amor Jiber-

@ tatis, quantum ipfa libertas crefcit.”

E . “Tis very well, Monficur,”” faid he; “ and) to

Ee carry on your allufion, may we not fay, that they who
do not know when they have enough, are as. danger

oufly wrong in. the one cafe, as thofe who ,fa =

have too much, are in-the other? The Englifhy

eee
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plaining of the want‘of liberty, reminds me of the

coffee-houfe orator’s ftory of Caflem, who, wallowing

in wealth, loft it all in the wild purfuit of more—t

hope however that they never will, like him, lofe their

ftock in vain endeavours to increafe it.” ue

WHILE I was, in the manner Ehave already
mentioned, endeavouring to pafs away the time as

cheerfully.as poffible, till:a caravan was formed, or

‘Company’s difpatches were coming over land, of

which I might avail-myfelf; I-found my fituation in

the houfe of Mr. growing extremely critical.

That gentleman, of whofe good fenfe, and truly ex~.

cellent difpofition, I-had too manifold proofs. to call
them in queftion, had, though fallen into the vale of

years, married his lady at a very tender age. She

‘was then young, beautiful, full of fenfibility, and

gifted with fuch natural endowments both.of mind and

perfon, accompanied-with all thofe accomplifhments
which helped to drefs. them to advantage, that the

might well be acquitted of vanity, even though fancy

faggefted to her fhe was fit to grace and confer hap-

pinefs‘on a younger bed while refleétion on the ob-

vious “difparity: of the match (which the cool. temper.

of fatiety poffibly. fuggefted to him) might perhaps

have alarmed ‘his mind to circumftances of probable

danger, that, before wedlock, were-all hid behiz S

deceptive veil of :paflion. Whether. thefe were-the~

. ; “ga
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= private-fentiments that influenced~both: or either -of j
ahem, I cannot prefume to determine, though T-think

. ble: for Twas not Jong in the xe till 1

plainly ceived they were: on avery bad: footing
with S clepaeeeaeaetire that difagreement was
become habitwal to them. —At firft, that is to fay, for

— days after my becoming an inmate of their

onfe, decency enforced concealment, and the cbulli- -
‘tions. of peevifhnefs were ftifled by the diates of

prudence: butthe animofities of the connubial ftate

are thofe which of all others are the moft impatient

“under control; and as time, by producing’ familig-
* tity, relaxed reftraint, the pent-up paffions began to

force their way, and open bickering took place in my.
prefence. -

It is but barely doing juftice'to myfelf to fay, that
~ Efelt the moft: poignant’ concern ‘at feeing a couple,

~ ach fo perfeétly amiable-in all other refpeéts, blaft-
jng the hours that thould be given to harmony and

» Tove, in jarring reproach, and recrimination ; and I
would have given all Iwas worth that I had never
had occafion to efteem them fo much,~or that. I could
give them that peace which feemed to-have flowacthem
for ever. Fain would I caft a veil over the whole

‘air would T bury it, even from myfelf,
in oblivion: but it has been made by my enemies the
Aabjeé of triumphant lander; and to do juftice ‘to
myfelf, and difclaim. the extent of guilt: which they
“would impute to me, Tam relu@antly obliged to avow
‘the thare: I had;. and -declare how the matter feally
flood. I mutt fpeak the truth, and hope-you will not
conceive that I. defignedly lean too heavily upon-any
one, to eafe myfelf of my thare of the load. + =~

Whatever domeftic uncafinefs may fubfift between
a2 married:pair,, the man, if prudent, will en to
conceal it ; and the woman, if truly virtuous; wi
care to do fo: fhould great difparity of age (: veh

tras Pah Tater

‘he Aas
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‘prefent inftance) be the cafe, the lady is more partica-

larly bound to conceal any uneafinefs, left it fhould be
attributed to that caufe which people are» in fuch

cafes too prone to fufpeé, diflike to her hufband ; and

before-young men, above all, the fhould be mott'ex-

emplary, as the muft well know that their natural va-

nity, combined with the leading idea of her averfion

and infidelity to her hutband, fuggeft ideas to, them.

from whence their warm imaginations draw’ inferences

of a-natufe too pleafing to be parted with, and too

probable. not to be put in practice, or at leaft at-
tempted.’ Here then a woman at once lays herfelf
fairly open to the affaults of illicit Jove. [think it

will not be denied, that the woman who promulgates

the difagreements between her and her hufband, par-

ticularly if fhe fuffers a young man to be privy to it,

_ is either extremely ignorant, or intentionally vicious,

‘or both.

‘That the lady I allude to may in fome refpe& be

acquitted of this imputation, I muft tell you, that the

‘was only eighteen years of age; her tender, inexpe-

rienced mind had not yet.arrived to that maturity

which gives found judgment ; and though: of good

natural talents, highly cultivated (for fhe {poke flu-

ently Englifh, French, Italian, Arabic, Perfian, and

» the Greek and Turkith. languages), fhe yet was fim-

ple; innocent, uninformed in the ways of the world,

and incapable of reafoning from caufes up ‘to confe-

quences. But unfortunately that fimplicity is at-

tended with as much mifchief, though not guilt, as

the wilful mifcondu& of the more experienced ; it has

the fame baleful effeéts with the hearers, infpires the

fame confidenceysemboldens with the fame hopes, and

leads to the fame pernicious praétices.

1 have-already mentioned, and will now remind

you, that I wasthen young. Perhaps it was owing

to eee pointed out by our ABE) Poe
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-a eompaffionate politenc!s amounting to: tendernefs,
hich Lalways difclofed on thofe unhappy oceafions,

‘joined perhaps to the ardent lodk of youth kindled by
‘the imaginations to’ which this imprudent condué& in-

fenfibly gave “birth, that the lady thought proper to

take thes hazardous ftep of making a confidant of

a youn: nd a foldier—and revealing to me the

Shee ‘of her. grievances, with a pathetic clo-
quence, that would have made an impreflion upon @

much leG fufceptible heart than mine. F declare ‘it

~moft folemnly, that though this extraordinary mark of
“confidence and efteem communicated to ‘my_heatt
ftrong fenfations of unjuftifiable pleafure ; I fo far got

-the better of myfelf at firft, as to receive the whole

with the fame appearance of tranquillity, as. if I had

_ been ‘only.a confidential female friend. — I pitied, it
is true ;—I exprefled my pity ;—1 advifed, not trea-
cheroufly but faithfully ;—I faid fuch things as occur-

-red to me to be moft likely: to affuage and’ extinguifh
~ the flame of difcord, and lead. to an amicable adjuft-

tent; and I parted for that time with-her to go toa

telf-approving pillow, where, while my faney was in-

“flamed.and tickled by the flattering mark. of regard
thewn me by fo all-accomplithed’ a perfon, T had the
‘foothing delightful confcioufnefs of having, as far as

=a Twas able, done my duty, and efcaped the corroding

refle&tionof having violated the rights of hofpitality.

Not an opportunity however: afterwards. offered,

. that the fame-unhappy point was‘ not the fubjeé of
difenfiion, and unfortonately thofe opportunities, but
too Frequently occurred; -till_ at length “we' began to

feel that they were the fweetelt minntes of our lives,

and awere fought for. with induftrious. avidity by both

of us. Nohuman refolution was fufficient to with-

itand-fuch an unlucky concurrence of circut

from lamenting the grievances, we wifhed t

them; from -wifhing, we proceeded to: con

ane ation
are
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* means ; and when we had got that length, the flight
was not far to the extreme end—the execution of its

My pafiions burried me before them, my expreflions
grew gradually more and more unguarded, our con-

verfation became more interefting and warm; and

though I felt and ftruggled to be guided by the ftri&

principles of honour, and formed a thoufand refolu-

tions not to tranfgrefs the laws of hofpitality, by in-

juring the man who had treated me with fuch kind~

nefs, the ftruggle became too fevere for me—the.de-

fire of pleafing a lovely woman, who had repofed fuch
unbounded-confidence in me, and who feemed to ex-

e& and require of me to alleviate her mifery, at

ngth bore down all the oppofitions fuggelted by rea-

fon and principle, and I agreed to become the inftru-

ment of her removal from this unhappy fituation.

We fell—but not intirely. There is one length to

which no. earthly confideration—no allurement how-

ever dazzling could tempt me—it is now the moft
cordial confolation to my mind; I never fuTered my-

felf co think of trefpaffing on the decorum of his

houfe, nor did we in any fingle inftance carry our in-

tercourfe to a direét violation of his-bed. Though

the tran{ports of youthful paffion hurried us into

converfations and reéfleétions on the fubjeé& of her de-

termination to be feparated from. her hufband, yet

that paffion was of too delicate a kind to fink into the

brutal fordid indulgence of difhonourable ftolen em-

braces.. She withed for that feparation, rather as a

fubterfuge from inceffant diurnal mifery, than as a

lude to any vicious or illicit enjoyment; and we

looked with pleafure to the event, but we looked no

further. g

Jt is thus that, in the down-hill path of vice, we are

hurried on ftep by ftep, fondly imagining that each
fucceflive obje&, which bounds our fight, will ftgp our

headlong career; while alas! every ftep we Hoe
mn = ~ Li give
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“gives-additional rapidity to our defcent: Tike the cen-
tripetal force of a projeétile, our pace increafes with

vetiornly accelerated motion—till difdaining all con-—
-trol, and breaking down every impediment that’ rea-

‘fon, morality, or honour throw in the way to refcue

“us or retard our ruin, we precipitate unexpectedly into

the laft gulph of'vice and infamy.

---< Fortunately, however, an accident intervened in the

prefent cafe, which arréfted our progrefs down this
hideous defcent, and referved us both I hope to con-

-wi&ion of our folly, and repentance of our error. And

Tvhave the confolation to refleé, that out of fucha

4 hoft of dangers and temptations as I was befet with,

: -Thave efcaped without the a@ual perpetration of a

7

Nome Sy.

deed, which would, had it happened, in all probabie

lity have embittered my life.

~ While we hugged ourfelves in the fecurity and fe-
“erecy of exprefling our genuine fentiments, her hut -
‘band difcovered our wifhes, and ali at once took the

: “neceflary meafures for preventing them. So ‘that,
3 overwhelmed with grief and thame, I direétly formed

the refolution to leave Aleppo, and proceed in the
beft manner I could on my deftination. =

Thus you fee, my dear FrepertcK, was your fae
ther, by failing to refift the firft impreffions of an wn-
lawful and difhonourable paffion, infenfibly led to the
very brink of a precipice, the bare remembrance ¢
which now makes him fhudder with horror. The
flory, by means unneceffary for me to mention, took
wind. ‘The folly of fome, the malice of others, and

, the unaccountable propenfity to falfehood’ of more,
trumpeted it about with many exaggerations to my
injury, and I was held up as the deliberate feducer:
innocence: but the whole tranfaétion is exadtly as I
have ftated it; and the difagreements previous ito-my
arrival at Aleppo, which, in telling the ft
purpofely left-out, were of fuch public notorie c
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every European, even the conful himfelf, was fully:

acquainted with them. This is the confequence of a:

deviation from the ftri@ rule of right. Treafure: it

up in your mind, my child, never to be forgotten;

and let it operate as a caution to you, how you en«

tangle your‘elf in the fnares of women : recolleé that

my efcape was fingularly fortunate, and the mere effec

of: accident ; and flatter not yourfelf, that becaufe ac-
cident ferved in one cafe it will in another. Provi-

dence has, for the wifelt of purpofes, implanted in

our nature a fondnefs for the fair fex; and fo long

as it is ufed prudently and viriuoufly, it conftitutes

the firft happinefs of life; but if on the contrary, it

ftimulates us to excefs, impels to injure our fellow~

creature, or break in upon the repofe of a family ; it

is our reproach, our fhame, our curfe, and very fre=

quently our utter and irremediable ruin; add to this,
that there is in the general charaéter of women, a ca-

pricioufnefs, a levity;-and/a vanity, under the influ-

ence of which they {port with men, only to difplay

their power, and: evince the force of their charms,

which makes: the cultivation of their good graces in,

any way hazardous. To adopt the idea of an old

epigram—*‘ There. is no living with them, nor with~
out them”? “ a es

As your happinefs, my dear boy, is the firft objet

of my life, my efforts fhall be turned to. the guiding,

of your greener years from any premature impref-

fions; and when reafon and matured age fit you for

the cultivation and enjoyment of female fociety, be it

mine to dire&t your fteps away from that clafs, who

think rank a fufficient fanion for vice, who flare in

all the bronze of ariftocratic affurance, under a load

of obloquy;, beneath which the pooreft peafant’s wife

would fink ; who think that wealth and rank confer

a-right to’ commit exceffes' that would. de; .
meanelt of the canaille ;. and felicitate. themfelves1 jt

Pa =
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the refleGion, that, under the proteétion ‘of fatnily of 3

4 famous hufband, they may indulge in enormi-

ties, for which the loweft of their fex are’ beating _

‘hemp in Bridewell.

LETTER XXXVI.

"THE difcovery to which 1 alluded in my laf
- letter, furprifed and grieved me very much ; and in
deed it hed me the more, from the manner in
which it was communicated. e

One day I received a polite meffage from the Bri-
tith conful, faying, he withed to fpeak to me as foon
as poffible, upon a bufinefs of great confequence:
thought at firft, that it might be fome plan. for my

proceeding on my journey—perhaps Company’s dit-
patches that had arrived to go over land; and at in-
tervals, fomething like apprehenfions of the true mo-
tive of his fending for me flew acrofs my mind. 1

however went to him, when, after fome little intro-

duéory converfation, he told me, that my hoft Mr.
——— had been with him that morning, laying be-

fore him a complaint of a moft extraordinary and fe-
rious nature, of which, as it immediately concerned
me, he thought himfelt bound to inform me, in order
that Imight either contradiét fo grofs a calumny if it
woe untrue, or find means to avoid the obvioutly n¢-
ceffary refult if founded in faa. et Ea
He then proceeded to relatéto me, that Mr

had informed him of a confpiracy having re
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tated againft his peace! and honour, between his wife

and the Englifh gentleman whom he had entertained

in his howe; that their plan was nothing lefs than an
elopement, and that he did not know how foon it

might be carried into execution, if not timely pre-

vented; and finally, that he had demanded the ailift-

ance of the conful and his intereft with the Turkish

magiftrate to prevent it, by granting him oan armed

force for the proteétion of his houfe. :

~ Iwas much furprifed to find that converfations fo

very guarded as ours were difcovered, and more {fo -

that the aggrieved perfon did not think proper to

{peak to myfelf, and charge me in perfon with the of-
fence; never refleéting the while, that all my ideas
were military, and his merely commercial : I was alfo

much at a lofs to, conje@ture how he came to make

the difcovery—but this I found afterwards he owed

tora female fervant, who had. been improvidently in«

trufted by her miftrefs with the fecret.

Finding, however, that by whatever means he be-
came acquainted with the affair, it was a certain faé&
that he was apprifed of it, I direétly acknowledged

the whole truth with the utmoft candour to the con

ful; told him the affair ftep by ftep as it arofe, affu-

ring him (which I really. thought tobe the cafe) that
pity for the lady’s deplorable fituation made me liften
to fuch a meafure ; and that unlawful paffion had fo

little to do with it, that in all our private conferences

we had never tranfgreffed. the limits of purity; and

that her perfon was, at leaft refpeéting me, and I

firmly believed all mankind, {potlefs and inviolate. 1

added, that’ great allowances were to be made for a ~
young creature barcly eighteen years of age, con-

figned by the wickednefs of avaricious parents to the

embraces of a man of fixty-five; who, amiable and
worthy though he. was, in focial intercourfe withrthe

P35 ii
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indifpenfable point of connubial felicity fo utterly dea
- feétive, as neceflarily to create difguft and abhorrence
~ ina youthful mind. I remarked to him, that, in the

forming of laws, «it as. plainly appeared on their face,
who made: them amongft the Englifh, as it does on
the face of the Gentoo laws, that they were made by
the Bramins : for, as by-the latter the penalty of @

~ few puns * of couries (not value a thilling) is annexed
to the perpetration of a crime, for which thofe of

another clafs lofe- their dives ; fo, among us, it ap-
5 our laws are made by the aged, the detre=
pid, the*fenfual, and the rich, Ele it could never
happen that there were in-the fame-code, laws to pu-
nifh marriage between the young and vigorous, and
enable the brutality of.a parent to take its full {cope,
and confign, as in the prefent inftance, youth, beauty,
health, and every perfonal attra€tion, to the arms of
age, infirmity, and impotence. And I concluded: by
faying, that all parties aiding in fuch an unnatural
confederacy thould: be punifhed. or

'~ "The conful fairly acknowledged there:was too much
truth in-what [had faid ; but remarked withal, that
it was rather a hazardous experiment, and he was

fure ‘it would be an endlefe one, to corre& all the
abufes to which the fallibility of man, and his incom
petency to form any thing perfeét, neceffarily left fo
ciety and their laws liable—that the law was ‘written,
and it was the duty of every individual to obey it—
and that incafes of adultery, the offence could be jue
tified on no folid grounds whatever, for, independent
of the-feclings of the hutband, which perhaps were
more poignant in old age than youth, the injury to
his-family was not to be got over, in probably giving

* Couries, a kind of fimall fhells nfed in India, as
ting medium in place of coin, in value much below
eopper coin—a Pun is a certain number of them, ay
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to him an heir no» way:a-kin to him, . “It would be

right, I think,?? faid he,“ to ftop fach difproportion-

ate matches; yet, once made, they Id be:as reli-

gioufly obferved. inviolate as thofe of love, among

which we almoft as'frequently, as in thofe of compul-

fiony-fee inftances: of infidelity. If you doubt. this,’?

id he; ‘© read-the records of Doétors’\Commons.””

~ Fagreed to the juftice of what he faid,.at the fame

time aflured him, that my intentions went no farther

thanswithing«the: lady to:be refeued. from her thral-

dom, which I told him was-dreadful.—‘ I am fure,”*

faid: the confuls** that- Mr. Campbell thinks fo, be-

caufe'1 am-convinced: he.would not otherwife fay fo.

But may not,” faid- he, fmiling, *¢ may. not Mr. C.

have deceived himfelf? thefe are: things.in which the

patlions are ftrangely apt to hoodwink the underftand-

_ ings “However,” continued he, breaking off plea-

fantly;‘¢I mutt give you all the comfort that truth will _

allow mé to.do:-I-am fure that the-poor lady is con-

demned to. great wretchednefs; partly-from my own

obfervation, partly from public report, and partly

from her own mouth: for you muft know the has fe-

yeral times complained to me-of her-hufband’s:peevith-

nefs'and.tyranny’; and. even befought me, to. ufe-my

influence and-anthority, to. relieve her. her mifery:
Mr. ———,” continned-he, ‘is ; onal

other accounts I efteem, and-value-hig! this in-

ftance’he has erred, and 1 cannot pity him, eyen

though he fuffers all the torments of jealoufy : and_as

there are laws for punifhing with death-premature in-

tercourfe with the fex, I cannot fee, any. more than

you, why the facrificing youth to extreme old age ©

thould-not be equally punithed, for-Lam fure it i
equally unnatural, and {till more injurious to a. 3

Thefe are my-fentiments,” continued he ;.‘¢ but-let

nor this declaration induce-you to think that Id fs

difapprove of your intermeddling. You have q
se P4 ‘ime
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me thevprivilege of a friend, and I will not fuffer it to
be made an empty one. You were more culpable

than many yorng’ men would: be; firlt,: becaufe you

are marricd, and fhould, upon the common principle

of doing as you would be done by, have refrained ;

and next, becaufe you were enjoying the fweets of

hofpitalicy in his houfe, and thould have dathed from
his lips, rather than held to them, the deepeft-cup of
bitternefs.”” :

‘ But, my dear fir,” faid I, «I do not attempt to

jaitify—1I. only endeavour to mitigate the matter,

and you will recolle@ that the very circ

= which in one point of view aggravates, in another
alleviates the fault: the living in his houfe afforded

thofe interviews and expofed meto:thofe temptations

under which I was near finking—TI fhould never have

fought them: but he muft be more or lefs than-man, .
~ that could hare refifted them; and though I have

ahigh fenfe of Mr. Conful’s ftri& honour and:virtue,
as well as prudence, he muft excufe me, though I

doubt whether he could himfelf: have tefifted fo long
and fo effectually as 1 did. Iam fure there are many

who will cenfure, that could not.” <= Taig

The conful fmiled, and, turning the difcourfe from

its dire& line, obferved, that it was abfolutely necef

fary I thould defift, elfe he would be obliged to ufé

his influence and power to proteé Mr. eae

In anfwer to this, I gave him my honour in the firlt

place, that I-would proceed no farther in the bufinefss

and that, on the contrary, I was determined:to fet

out upon my journey. to India diretly, if means:could

be contrived for my conveyance ; adding, that I fhould

confider it'as a great favour, in addition to thofe I

had already received at his hands, if he would contrive

fome means to fet me forward in my route: LE

To this he anfwered, that-as the making ce
caravan would be extravagantly expenfive, heknew

5 ines Car Qailonat
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no means that were!not attended with ‘certain hard-

fhip and eventual danger ; but finding me determined.

at almoft,any danger or hazard to fet off, he pro-

pofed tofend for aman who knew every refource in

that way, and when he came would talk farther on the

bufinefs; and in the mean time, recommended. great

circumfpeétion to me while I continued at Mr. ’3

houfe, to which I very folemnly pledged my word.

Being now conftrained by every confideration, as

well of prudence: and- decency as of inclination, to

leave “Aleppo: immediately; 1 determined that no

common impediments fhould flop me, and waited with

impatience: the. arrival-of the perfon on. whoni the

conful refted his hopes of difpatching me. mts:

He caine in the evening, and after a conference with

the conful, he introduced him to me, and acquainted

me that-he was a Tartar, and one of the vaft number

of that defcription who are employed by the Turkith

ftate-in carrying difpatches from: court-to the various

viceroys and bafhaws, and interchangeably between

them again; that they were men on -whofe fidelity:

the utmoft reliance could be had ;-and- that this
- man, who had an excellent character, had agreed to

take meto Bagdad, provided I would fubmit to the
difguifeof-a Tartaresi ete os i ay ty ok

~-The agreement between us I entirely-fubmitted

to the difcretion of the-conful; who had-the good=

nefs to fettle it thus:-—The Tartar was to deliver

mefafe at Bagdad ; to fupply me and my fervant, who
acted:as interpreter, with an ample fuiliciency of pro-

vifions-andhorfes on the road ; to exchange my horfe
for me-as often as I pleafed, and to go-at fuch a rates
whether fafter or lower, as 1 thought proper : for this
he was to-receive one hundred pounds ;-and 1 further
promifed,, as an\ encouragement. to: him, thar if he
aéted to my: fatisfaction, I would, on our -arri

Bagdad, add_a douceur-of. twenty. pounds. — ">

ws Hid
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. The next day he came,’ and: Thad a diftin&: view

of this my new fellow traveller and fuppofed matter,

for in feveral places Iwas to pafs for his flave. « He

was one of thofe~ ftriking’ character figures that a

painter would like to take a fketch of—and methought

‘Tartar was written legibly in-every lineament of his

countenance and perfon.—He was: tall, mufcular, and
-bony—his ‘figure befpoke great:hardihood, ftrength,

and a@ivity—nor could the: trowfers which he wore

conceal the Herculean texture of his limbs—his fhoul-

ders “were expanded to -an» enormous: breadth—he

was unincumbered with flefh, or indeed. rather» ex-

tremély lean—his forchead, though partly-concealed

beneath his turban, was very high—his nofe large;

hooked, fharp, and prominent—a pair of fimall, fierce,

black, penetrating eyes, barely feparated:by:the nofe,

and:a formidable pairof muftachios, which he:carefully

flecked with pomatum into a point refembling an awl-

blade,-and which moved like the whitkers of a purr.

ing: cat, ‘with every word he fpoke, gave -awhimfical

ferocity to the countenance, beyond the reach of de-
{cription, and-rendered him altogether!as- i

a confidential: friend, as ever a~Chriftian trufted “his

life to fince Mahomet: firft fet-up the trade of a

prophet. He furveyed me with great attention

opened his mouth two or:three times like-a gafping

pike, as if to fpeak—ftroaked his whifkers-as often

and. at laft pronounced: that he-would undertake to

condué me’; adding, in allufion -to my black. hair-and
dark complexion, that I looked: more like a. natives

than any Frank he had ever feen. He-ordered me

to cut-my hair quite thort, to provide myfelf with the
Tartar drefs and cap, in the fathion of his own ;- and
faying “he would call on me in proper time, departed.

‘Thus equipped, we fet out, not without gr i

and regret on my part; pain at leaving a molt:

young woman, whom I pitied and efteemed,. i
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fo the refentment of a hufband, at once jealous from
nature, peevifh from habit, and enraged from her
open and unequivocal demonftrations of hatred and
regret at Paving been betrayed ‘by fituation into fach
a very ferious dilemma.

After my departure from Aleppo, this affair was

reprefented in a variety of unfavourable lights to the

different new comers from England ; and as ‘a ftory
is that commmodity which of all others honeft peo-

ple do “not love-to fteal any thing from, in its paflage
though their hands, it found its way in various forms
(none of them however: tending to foften it) to many
of my friends and conneétions, thofe from whom ‘of
all others I-wifhed to conceal it. Labouting under
fuch calumnies, it cannot be confidered as~a violation
of decorum, or unneceffary infra&ion upon delicacy,
if I flate the truth, in order, though I cannot acquit
myfelf-of cenfurable condué, at leaft not filently to
fubmit to unlimited calumny, and charges of crimes
which T hope Ihave too much honour and integrity
to commit.

I muft add, that previous to my departure the conful
did’ every thing that it was poflible for him to do, ©
conducive to my fafety and accommodation on the

road; whick as we were obliged to go to the city of
Diarbeker, a great length out of our way, he obferved
would be long, dreary, fatiguing, and hazardous; he
pro me from others, and gave me himfelf, a num-
ber of letters, and at parting defired me to comfort
myfelf with the tefleGion, that when I arrived at my
journey’s~end, I fhould have to boaft, that I went to
India by a route never travelled by an European
before.
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LETTER XXXVI.

’

AS L became familiarifed to my Tartar guide
T found his chara&er difclofe much better traits than
his _firft appearance befpoke, and I. began infenfibly

to think him a very entertaining fellow : preceiving that
1 was very low {pirited and thoughtful, he exhibited
manifeft marks of compaffion ; and taking it into his

head that I was aétually removed for ever from my
friends and my family, he fpoke in a ftyle of regret
and feeling, that did great honour to his heart ; and
to fay the truth, he did every thing in his power ta
alleviate my feelings, converfing with me, either ‘by
means of the interpreter, or in broken lingua franca;
fupplying all my wants cheerfully and abundantly ;
changing horfes with me as often as I peafed, and going
flow or galloping forward juft as beft {uited my inclina-
tion or humour.

The firft obje& he feemed to have in view on our
journey, was to imprefs me with a notion of his con-
fequence and authority, as a meflenger belonging to
the Sultan. As all thofe men are employed by the
firft magiftrates in the country, and are, as it were,
the links of communication between them, they think
themfelves of great importance in the ftate ; while
the great men whofe bufinefs they are employed
in, make them feel the weight of authority, and
freat them with the greateft contempt: hence. they
become habitually fervile to their fuperiors, and
by natural confequence infolent and overbearing to
their inferiors, or thofe who being in theit jp
they conceive to be fo. As carriers of aupstiees»

F C2.)
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- their power and authority wherever they go is in fome
points undifputed ; and they can compel a fupply of pro-

vifions, horfes, and attendants, whetever it fuits their

occafions ; nor dare any man refift their right to take

the horfe from under him to proceed on the Empe~

ror’s bufinefs, be the owner’s occafion ever fo prefling.

My feelings, which I can. tell you were altoge-

ther of the moft unpleafant kind, ferved as a fti-

mulus to my mind, and increafed “my anxiety to:

get forward ;I therefore puthed on as faft as the

horfes, which were in general excellent, could carry

me: and as'we halted ata number of {tages to get

trefh horfes and provifions, my Tartat guide had fre-
quent opportunities of indulging his felf-importance,

and difplaying his great authority and power. As

foon as he ftopped at a caravanfera, he immediately

called luftily about him in the name of the Sultan,

demanding with an imperious and menacing tone of

voice, fredh horfes, victuals, &c. on the inftant. The
terror of this great man operated like magic ; nothing

could exceed the aétivity of the men, the brifknefs
of the women, and the terror of the children; for

the caravanferas are continually attended by numbers

of the very loweft claffes of the people ; but no quick-
nefs’ of preparation, no effort or induftry could fatisfy _

my gentleman; he would thew me his power in a ft
mor@ ftriking point of view, and fall belaboring them
with his whip, and kicking them with all his might.
Tmatt confefs T'was much hurt at this extravagant
abufe of upftart power, and was two or three times
on the point of interfering ; but fortunately, recol-
legted that it would neither be in charafter, nor have
any good effect, and that if I prefumec to fpeak, my
guide would be obliged in my defence to give me 2

flogging in order to prevent fufpicion. 2

~ This inconfiderate tyranny and cruelty, I had after--
wards reaton to believe, was by no means a part-o his

natural
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natural difpofition ; but vanity, to which fo many _

among us in Europe fall victims, urged him to exceffes,
which I dare {ay his heart. privately condemned. :

~ It was on the fifth or fixth day (1 cannot. precifely

fay which) after-our leaving Aleppo, that we got.to

the city of Diarbeker, the capital of the province of
that name, having pafled over an extent of country of

between three and four hundred miles, moft of it
pleffed with the greateft fertility, producing, in the

few cultivated parts, grain, fruits of various kinds,

and filk in great variety and abundance, and. abound-

ing with as rich paftures ‘as I ever beheld, covered
with numerous herds and flocks. The air was charm=

ingly temperate in the day-time, but, to my feeling,
extremely cold at night.

Yet notwith{tanding the extreme fertility of this

country, the bad adminiftration: of government, con-

fpiring with the indolence of the inhabitants, leaves
it unpopulous and uncultivated. Diarbeker, proper,

called alfo Mefopotamia, from its lying between the

two famous rivers Tigris and Euphrates, and. by Mo-

fes called Papan Aram, that is to fay—* The-fruit-

ful Syria ;” abounds with corn, wine, oil, fruits, and

all the neceffaries of life. It is fuppofed to be the

feat of the Earthly Paradife, and all geographers agree

that it was there the defcendants of Noah firft fettled

after the flood. e

Infignificant vas thofe_circumftances_ may appear to

mere calculators of profit and Jofs, it cannot be denied

that they have a powerful and pleafing effect on the

refined imagination. _ To be treading that. ground

~where Abraham trod; where Nahor the father of

Rebecca lived; and where Laban, to whom Jacob

fled to avoid his brother Efau’s refentment, and whom

he ferved fourteen years for the love he bore topRa-

chel, was to me a circumftance produdive of de ~
ful fenfations. How finely has that giant of the'pen,

4 _Johafon,..
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Johnfon, jultified thofe fenfations in his Tour to the”
Highlands of Scotland and Weftern Iflands ;—de-

fcribing his emotions on vifiting the famous ifland of
Iona, or Colombkill, he fays—* We were now tread-
ing that iluftrious ifland which was once the luminary

of the Caledonian: regions, whence favage clans and

roving barbarians derived the benefits of knowledge,

and-bleflings of religion. .To abftraét -themind from

all Jocal emotion, would be impoffible if it were en-»

deavoured, and would: be foolith if it were pofible.

‘Whatever withdraws'us from the power of our fenfes:
whatever makes’ the paft, the diftant, or the future,

predominate over the prefent, advances us’ in the dig-

nity of thinking beings. Far from me, and from my

friends, be fuch frigid philofophy, as may condué us”

indifferent and unmoved over any ground which has

been dignified by wifdom, bravery, or virtue !—that

-man_is little to be envied whofe patriotifm would not

gain force upon the Plain of Marathon, or whofe piety

would not grow warmer among the ruins of Iona.”

The city of Diarbeker itfelf is fituated in a delight-

ful plain on the banks of the river Tigris, and nearly

at’ its head, it is one. of the richeft,, moft trading,
ftrong, and populous cities in Afiatic Turkey 5 and

ig adorned with. many piazzas and. market places: in

‘the Turkith ftyle, and a large magnificent mofque,

formerly a Chriftian church; for Chriltianity flou-

rifhed over this country fo late as:the fixth century.

"There is even now a feé, whofe patriarch fill refides

there: and they fhew on the road near the town, a

schapel where the holy man Job is faid to ‘be buried.

‘This city is fupplied amply with water by'a canal cut
from the Tigris, and bas many :caravanferas‘on both

fides of the river. ‘

Few countries in the world exceed that about this

‘city for natural richnefs and. beauty :—the breadjand_

wine are excellent—the fruit beyond conceptionydelios
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z cious—and my friend the Tartar took care, under

rence cf fupercilious ‘hauteur, to tear in pieces a

le of fowls, and hand me now a leg, now a wing,

till | made the mott delicious repaft 1 ever remember to
have eat in my life. t

It. is computed that there are refident in this city
no lefs than twenty thoufand Chriftian inhabitants,

fome of whom are of the Church of Rome ;—and

perhaps it is. owing to that mixture, that the fair fex

have more freedom, and the men more politenels

and affability, than thofe of any other city in the em-

pire :—the chief befinefs there, is making that fine
Jeather commonly called Turkey leather.

Figure to yourfelf, my dear FrepericK, my Tar

tar guide, who was an admirable actor, fitting at 4

caravanfera in ftate at his dinner, devouring excellent

fowls, choice pillaws, and delicious fruit, in as great
pomp asa bafhaw ; and in order to’keep up the fem-

Blance of authority over me, to favour my difguile,

handing to me, who fat at humble diftance, a part of

his provifions. You may form to yourfelf an idea of the
fcene ; but all the efforts of imagination muft fall fhort

of the manner, the figure, the words, the looks, and the

aGions of the Tartar ; fometimes affeéting contemptuous

pity, fometimes fupercilious arrogance ; fometimes bru-

{tal fternnefs, and fometimes the gentle blandifhments of
con{cious fuperiority ; and all in fach a mafterly ftile of
performance, that I doubt whether Garrick .himfelf,
with all his powers of countenance, could outdo him-

Critical though my fituation was, and much as 1 was

harafled with the corrofions of mental pain, the extra-

vagant a¢tion and ludicrous pompofity of this mam

frequently overbore my prudence, and compelled me

to laugh incontinently and loudly ;—on all tuch occa

fions he would put his hands a-kimbo, draw up his
cye-brows to his turban, ferew down the rer

his mouth in the moft rucfal manner, and giv nad
i z We
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whew! with his eyes fixed ina ftare at me, till en-

tirely overcome with laughter, and ready to fink un-
der it, I clapped my face between my hands, and, as

well as I could, bowed in token of forrow and Tab-

miflion; when, threatening me vehemently, and at the. +

fame time fiftcune a_ lamentable expreflion of doubt
that he was afraid he had had an idiot impofed on

him, he would buftle about, dire& the horfes to be

got ready, and order me to get on horfeback, «with

many denunciations, of fevere treatment, and a thou-

fand flourifhes of his whip over my head.

As I have rode along mufing upon the contemptible

ftratagems to which I was reduced, in order to get

through this country, for no other reafon but hecaufe

1 was a Chriftian, I could not help refleéing with for-

row on the melancholy effe&ts of fuperftition, and re-

gretting that that place, which in the times of primi-

tive fimplicity was called the Terreftrial Paradife ; that

place where Gop firft planted man after the flood ;

where the god-like Abraham and the holy Job

breathed the pure air of piety and fimplicity; that

place which from all thofe circumftances ought to be

confidered above all others as the univerfal inheritance

of mankind, fhould now be cut off from all but 2
horde of fenfelefs bigots, barbarous fanatics, and in-

flexible tyrants. And I could not help confidering

with melancholy concern, the blindnefs and infatua~

tion of men, who, lefs earneft to-accommodate them-

felves than i injure others, fhut out their fellow-crea-

tures from that which they themfelves will not ufe,
and, while they fuffer millions of the richeft acres in

the ‘aniverle to be untilled, and fpend their fweetnefs

in the defert air, with wicked jealoufy, and envy more _
nee diabolical, begrudge to others the little {pot om ~
which they ftand, and chafe them as they age ate
vening tiger from their country. :

= : 9 ae
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As we advanced towards the fouthward and
eaftward, in our way from Diarbeker towards Bagdad;

I found the air become fenfibly warmer, and obferved
that the difpofition of the people grew more and moré

brutal. My guide’s conduét (for he knew them well)

became proportionately artful, and my manners were

of courfe to grow fo much the humbler. 1 obferved,

‘however, that his authority continued the fame, and
that he feemed to exert it with greater rigour; not

in: feverity or chaftifement, but in exacting implicit

-obedience. Yet ftill he evidently aéted with great

~ caution and circumfpection ; for, in fome diftriés, he
ither-avoided the little villages: by, a circuitous route,

or dafhed through them at a very quick pace, while

the gaping multitude confidered us as on a difpatch

of hafte and importance—in others, he entered the

towns without referve, and left it to chance to decide

: whether we fhould be difcovered or not. At fome

caravanferas he treated me with affeéted negligence, at

others he made me eat with him and drink wine, of
which, in fome places, he himfelf drank copioufly, and

at others as. fcrupuloufly refrained from.. And fome-

times we lay at night out in the open air, rather than

enter a town ; on which occafions T found the weather -
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many of thofe aberrations from the ufual mode of tras

velling were attended with hard{hip and inconvenience
to himfelf, and as my fervant and the other Tartar

were clearly of opinion he was right, T am rather

difpofed to believe that he, on the whole, aéted from ;
principles of found fenfe and policy.

He frequently advifed me againtt indulging in langh-

ter; faid it was unmanly, indecorous, inconfiftent, with -

the gravity becoming a wife man, and withal danger-

ous.

One evening we came to a caravanfcra much fa-
tigued, thé day being extremely hot, and we having

rode very hard—whether it was caprice or fatigue,

or the fuggeltion of policy that moved him, I cannot

fay, but he was certainly more difpofed to play the
tyrant than I had ever before feen him. He flogged

the men who took the horfes, kicked every one he

met, made the honfe ring with his enormous voice 5
direéted fupper to be got ready, ate growling, and find-

ing fault with every thing; and under pretence of dif-
liking the ingredients of an excellent *pillaw, handed

it over to me, faying, Here, Jimmel (the name he

called me), here, take this filth, and cram it down thy

coarfe throat, it is only fit for a Frank—I took it -

with the beft air of humility I could affume; and
tearing the meat with my fingers, which I alfo ufed
inftead of a fpoon to eat the rice, fwallowed it
eagerly; he ‘watching me all the time attentively.
When I had finihhed it, I gave him a hint inthe Fravk
language, that I thould like to wafh it down with
fome wine; but he did not, or rather would not, un-

derftand me. * i

Supper done, he ordered a fervant to attend him

with fome water, and dire€ted him to wath his feet
while that operation was performing, he. contin ed me-
nacitg every one about him. My fervant, t
‘pent me and behind bim, interpreted ‘every. thi

q2 : =
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faid. ** Yes, ye flaves,” faid he, as he lolled back

upon his cuthion, “ yes, I will make the beft of you

wath my feet ; for who fhall refufe to wath the feet

of him, who reprefents the Sultan of the World, the

Son of Mahomet, the Meffenger of the Lord?” The

poor fellow proceeded in his humble office, and only

interrupted him by faying, “ Blefled be my lord the

faltan, and glory be to the Lord our God, and Ma-

homet his prophet.“— Yes, yes,” continued my

Tartar, “ blefs God and the prophet, and pray for

his fervant our fultan, and all who reprefent him like

me, that flaves of your defcription are permitted to

live: nay, thou fhalt wath this Frank’s feet :” then,

turning to me with an air of magifterial tendernefs,

* Jimmel,” faid he; ‘¢ hold forth thy feet, and let

them be wathed by this difeiple of Ali—I fay, hold

forth thy feet.” r :

~ Scarcely able to refrain from laughter at this Bom-

bardinian of the Eaft, and his pompous manner of ift —
fuing his orders, 1 drew up my trowfers and took of

my beots—ihe man brought frefh water, and fell to”
rubbing my feet with great good will and humility 5

yet evidently felt fo much hert at the humiliation,

that I was forry for it, and would rather have difpen-

fed with the wathing, though it was a luxury.

Tn the midft of this operation, the Tartar, who was

reclining on his cushion, fmoking, rofe up, and ftalk=

ing two or three times acrofS the room, with the moft

Indicrous air of felf-conceit and importance, took his

tobacco pipe from his mouth, brandifhed it in often- *

tatious parade, and in the tone and manner rather of
one that was raving than of a man im his fober fenfess.

burft out with an emphatical expreflion of fatisfaétion,
and faid, “This it is to be proteéted by a great man

Mnoffulmen falam to him and wath his feet.” y p=

The extravagance of this fentiment, the abfur

of its application, and the confequential folemini
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his ation and countenance while’he fpoke, altogether

rufhed upon me with fuch impetuous force, That I
could not refift it, and, in fpite of every effort to re-

ftrain myfelf, burft into an immoderate fit of laughter. *

Had I the pencil of Hogarth, the pen of Shake-

fpeare, or the powers of a Garrick, 1 might attempt

to give fome idea of his countenance, when, turning,

he beheld me convulfed with laughter. I might at-

tempt it, I fay, but-I could not do it juftice. Such a

combination of ludicrous expreffion I never beheld ;

it was indeed an epitome of all the lower order of hu-

man pailions.. Fury predominated, but it was rifible

fury—it was fury that rather grinned than frowned 5

though under it were to be feen fhame and mortifica-

tion, forrow and refentment, pride and degradation, filly

bafhfulnefs and decayed importance. For fome time he

ftood transfixed to the fpot, his eyes gliftening like thofe

of aratin a trap ; his pointed whilkers moving with the

contortions of his lips, and his mouth every now and

then opening like the beak ofa wounded hawk. To

utter his fenfations he was unable ; and he continued in

this ftate, not only till my laughter was abated, but

till Thad time to refle@ and be ferioufly concerned. +

- At length, without faying a fentence, he wheeled

about, threw off his flippers, drew on his boots, voci-

ferated till he brought all the people of the caravan-

fera about him, and ordered horfes to be ready in-

ftantly. “As orders from fuch'a perfon were not likely:

to be difobeyed, the horfes were got ready. I faw

that I muft either proceed, or come to an open rup-

ture with him; fo recolleéting that I was myfelf in

fault, that a difpute might be fatal, and that at all

events it was only the humour of the moment, I drew

on my boots too, and was ready to go, though I was

much fitter for a twelve hours’ nap than, for aa] s
ing on 5travelling on horfeback. pe

ae icon ioe
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pas mounted immediately, and it’was my good for-
have the beft horfe. He fet out upon the

z else, the moon fhining as bright almoft as day; 1
put forward my-horfe, and kept rather before him,

~ which vexed him fo, that he beat the poor animal he

rode on moft unmercifully. At length, after about

eight or ten miles riding, he called a halt—difmount-

ed, and faid he would reft there all night. I faw it

was all refentment: but knowing that it would be in

vain to remonftrate, I difmounted too; and, judging

_ that the beft way to mortify him in return, was to

comply with affected approbation, turned to my fer

vant and told him (knowing that it would go from

him to the Tartar) that I” was delighted with the

Deauty of the night ; remarking at the fame time, that
. dying in the fweet falubrious air was far preferable to

being confined in the fultry filth of a caravanfera.
__~ <As foon as this was communicated to the Fartar,.

he remarked, that the open air was the fittelt place”

for the beafts of the foreft, and therefore fuitable. to a
Frank ; but for his. part, he would much rather repofe
ona cufliion, which he fhould have done, had it not
been for my accurfed rifible faculties. ;

Here the converfation refted, and we fell afleep. In —

_ a few hours he awoke us, and we fet forward : after

fome paufe, he began in the following manner, which —

‘was interpreted to. me, as he fpoke, by my fervant+

“ Surely God made laughter for the derifion and

fhame of mankind, and gaye it to the Franks and —
the monkies; for the one ha, ha, ha’s, and the other,

he, he, he’s, and both are malicious, mifchievous,

and good for nothing but’ to fret-and tantalize’ all

that come-acrofs them.” $554
Here he paufed, as waiting for fomething to be ids

however, I remained filent. “At length, he-cor
*¢ Not but that, with all their laughter, they :

wifdom to take fpecial care of themfelves ; fo! 1a
. if dozens

ears
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dozen monkies, will he, he, he, and empty a whole

orchard of its fruit in the reckoning of a hundred ;

and a Frank will ha, ha, ha, and eat you up _pillaws

and poultry like a wolf, and drink up wine with

the fame moderation that a camel drinks up water.”

I thought I fhould have choked with fmothered

laughter : I would not however interrupt him, and fo

contrived to keep it to myfelf: he proceeded to apo-

thegmatife :

** But with all their he, he, he’s, and ha, ha, ha’s, it

fometimes turns out that they are caught : the monkey

is feized in a trap and caged or knocked in the head,
and the Frank is put in jail, and baftinadoed or hanged ;
and then the tune is changed, and it is Oh, ho, ho!”
Here he began to mimic crying fo admirably, and
at the fame time fo ridiculoufly ; that I burit out.

laughing again. -

.“ Obferve, Jimmel,” faid he hattily, “ obferve ! you
can’t refrain! But by our holy prophet,” faid he feri-
ouily, ‘¢ itmay end as I faid: fo look to yourfelf, and

avoid laughter in caravanferas, or we part ; for there

are places, and that was one of them laft night, where

fufpicion would ruin you. And if you loft your life,
what fhould I fay for myfelf on my return to Aleppo ?

. Eh, what fhould I fay for myfelf? Ha ha, ha! would
not do. No, no, they would not believe it, and I

fhould lofe_ my charaéter,”” = ea,
** Why, don’t you laugh yourfelf?” faid 1,
© Very feldom, or rather never,” returned he;

‘at lealt I would not in time of danger. No, no, —
none_but Chriftians and monkies make a practice of —
laughing—Turks and Tartars are wiler.” 1 promifed
him, that I would in future take more care; and,
by way of appeafing him with a little flattery, faid,
that he played his part fo admirably, it was imy
torefit the impulfe, But he anfwered, with a

‘ Q4
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face, | that his aGion in that cafe was of too ferious a j
_ mature to be made a fubje& of merriment—and ads ~

_ vifed me to believe it fo. a4

*LE FTE R* XXXIX.

“THE folicitude of my guide for my fafety
was the earneftnefs of a man of bufinefs zealous

to difcharge with the utmoft pui€uality ‘the duty —

“he had undertaken ; and I mutt obferve to you, that_
~ the whole of his condu& evinced a precifion and

dealing rarely found in our intercourfe

a ‘mankind. Previous to leaving Aleppo, he had
undertaken to convey me fafe—he was, as you may

already ‘perceive, indefatigable and unremitting in
his endeavours to do fo; he had promifed to fupplyy

me with food—to he did, in the moft ample manner; he —

promifed to. go as I pleated, faft or flow—fo he did _
he promifed to change horfes with me, as often as

I thought proper to defire—he did fo.. But beyond

this, he feemed to carry his care of me no farther

than to any bale of goods he might have in his ”

charge. He was bound to deliver me fafe, in good

order and condition, at Bagdad: fo much he was

determined to do, and no more did he think-of. f*
had got letters to the bafhaws of fome of the towns

through which we were to pafs : but as the delivery of.
a letter is, according to the cuftom of that country: al
ways accompanied. with a _prefent, 1 thought i¢
ter to decline delivering them, == when 1
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‘compelled—though: the flate of the country was fo

unfettled, that we often had occafion for a guard.

As foon “as the remembrance of the laughing affair
was ‘a little decayed, the Tartar began to relax into

good humour, and to talk with his ufual vehemence5 _

for he was always, according to the flow of his fpirits, —

either fullenly filent or extravagantly loquacions. His

tongue might be confidered as a thermometer, by

which the warmth or coldnefs of his temper might
be calculated, and the extremes, of garrulity and taci-

turnity were the indices. His converfation, however,

was very circumfcribed, and confifted chiefly of ftories

‘of himfelf and his horfe, the amazing journeys he

made, and the feats of manhood he performed. One

circumftance I muft in juftice méntion, as I think it

marks ftrongly the habitual delicacy and modefty of

this people. Although he frequently lamented my

banifhment from my family, and although we were for

eighteen days continually converfing on a variety of

occafions that might lead to the fubjeé&, he never once

talked of women ; never, in all his pity for my fituation,

sglanced even remotely at the poflibility of my getting

a fubftitute in that way ; never hinted that he thought

of them himfelf. _ On. feéing women, coming to the

wells, they reminded me of fome of the ftories in the

Old Teftament. I mentioned it, but it went no

farther ; for whenever the fubje& was ftarted, he threw

cold water on it.

That he conceived me to be in fome refpeés a

parcel of property, I have good reafon to believe : for”

T obferved that at fome caravanferas the péople collec-

ted round me, and regarded me with ftrong fymptoms.

of furprife and pity ; fome viewed me with commifera-

tion, {ome with contempt ; but not one creature, hows ~~

ever wretched or abjeé, feemed to envy my fituatiqngs= — ~

I was the more confirmed in this opinion =

incident that happened between Diarbeker and C
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Qne morning I was unufually overcome with the

fatigues of the preceding day : the Tartar called me,
fummoned me to horfe; and finding that I gave no

~~ anfwer, nor fhewed any token of awaking, he lifted
mein his arms bodily from my couch (fuch was his
flrength that he did it without any difficulty), carried
me out without the leaft ceremony, and, before I was

fo completely awake as to be fenfible of my fituatioa,

had’ me fixed upon a horfe ready to depart.

A tranfaGion. fo very fingular, you may. well.con-

clude, furprifed me at the time, and would not readily

be forgotten: fuch a crowd of ftrange, confufed, and
incongruous thoughts and fenfations as occurred to

me, I never before experienced : they were painful, ~

they were furprifing—but I was in fuch a ftate that 1
could not afterwards analyfe them. ‘The chief reftec-

tion that arofe from. it was, that human’ fentiment
muft be ina deplorable ftate of degradation indeed,

~ when fuch a circumftance could occur from the notion

that a man was as much an affet or piece of property,
could be transferred by the fame means, and mo

in the fame unfeeling manner, as any portion of inest
matter that makes up a bale of merchandize. Of the

truth of this pofition I had foon after a melancholy prooky

in an incident which, though lamentable, was attended.

with fuch ludicrous gircumftances, that even now T

~ never think of it without {miling—fmiling, as I did

then, with a heart bleeding with pity. id

One morning 1 was awakened before. day-break -

with a buftle in the caravanfera where we lodged: —
Lconje€tured that the ‘Yartar was preparingto get”

forward, and rofe in order to Jofe no time. I was fo

far right in my conjectures : the horfes-were ready, and
I came out to mount, and was very much furpri
to perceive feveral horfes before me. loadéd-.with
fomething which ftood ere& from their backsj-aad
which I had barely light to difcern were not” ot

CA
ans
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concluded that they were bales of merchandize packed

in a particular form, and afked no queftions till full.

day-light difelofed 1o me that they were human crea-

tures tied up in facks, and faftened aftride om the horfes’

backs. There was a ftrange union of horror and. —

oddity in the conception, that ftruck me at once with

a-mixed emotion of indignation,- pity, and mirth.—
‘The former however: got the better, and'I aiked my

fervant with fome warmth what it meant:—He faid
that- the facks contained fome young women whom

the Tartar had bought.—* Good Gop!” faid I, “is

it pofble-that he can have bought wretched .females

to. treat them with fo little tendernefs?”” “ He has

bought them,’ returned ‘my fervant, “* in the way.

of traffic, not for pleafure.”

“ Suppofe he has,”* faid I, “ fuppofe even they were:

mea, not to mention young women, how, can “he

imagine-that: they will _farvive this? Tied up and

fweltered ina fack—faftened. crofs-legs, on a _horfe,

and driven at fuch an amazing rate (for by this time we

had fet forward, and another Yartar was whipping the

horfes up all the time, and driving them on}—how is

it-poflible they can furvive? They mutt be fmothered

—they muft be -fhattered to pieces—they mult. be

ftripped, excoriated, and tortured=to-death !?=

“ If might prefume to advile,” faid he, “1 would.

fay that you had better make no remarks upon it: it

would only: get them perhaps worfe treated, and raife
his anger againit you.”

To conclud:, I took his advice, and kept my mind

to myfelf. The unfortunate women -were in this.

manner carried fifty miles, at the end of which their —

tender-hearted purchafer difpofed of them in fome way

of keeping: till his return; when I fuppofe they

bidder, =. ,
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Yous, my*Frepericx, who live in a country

«where an hour’s detention in a houfe againft our will is

_ -punithed as unlawful imprifoument, and who feel and

value the rich treafure of liberty above all earthly bleff-

ings, the bare idea of flavery appears horrible ; when

the miferies of flavery are fharpened by cruelty, our in-

dignation burns at the offence : but fuch a complicated

piece of enormity as that I have mentioned, almoft

tranfcends belief, and indignation is loft in amazement.

There are but few men, even in our bracing climate,

whom fifty miles riding would not thake to pieces, and
torture almoft to death. No woman would think of
it. But when to that is fuperadded, firft the com-

pulfion—then the forry and at beft painful equipage

of the horfes—the tender perfons, unaccuftomed: to~

riding, of the women—the fmothering heat of the fack
—and above all the horrid climate, barning. with am
almoft vertical heat (vertical at leaft compared with our

* oblique fun)—it will be allowed to be a wonder,
almoft approaching toa miracle, that they furvived one

half of their journey. ‘The wonder-working hand of
Omnipotence alone could bring them through it; and

when I afked im the evening whether they were

dying or dead, and was told that they were not

only alive but in perfec health, I could not help ree

peating that moft beautiful expreflion put into the
mouth of Maria by the inimitable Sterne, “ God
tempers the wind to the fide of the thorn lamb.” ~~

This affair tended to prejudice me ftrongly againlt
my Tartdr guide, and I was for fomz time that 1

_ could not look upon him without horror: but at

length my refentment abated; and reafon, refuming

her feat of cool deeifion, told me,,that though it
was a crime and a grievous one, he was not fo re

fponfible for it as thofe who, knowing better, autho

rifed it by their concurrence, gave it the fanétion ot

Jaw, and made it familiarly prattifed; he oy
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that which he ‘had been even from his mother’s

breaft inflra&ed to do, and fhould ‘therefore not be

judged by thofe rules with @ Briton would lay down’
for the government of fuch cafes. .

A Briton !—Hold! Have I not now been uttering

a moft fevere fatire upon the Britifh nation? Yes? »

imputing to men a virtue which they want, is the

worlt kind of fatire—I meant it not at the timé, but

will not retract what I have written—Britons deferve

the lath of fatire! They deferve a worfe lath: for the >

traffic in human bodies ftill ftands a bloody brand of

infamy on her great national councils.’ Their bro-
ther’s blood! the blood of millions of murdered Afri-

cans, like that of Abel, cries to Heavén againft them,

and will not, I fear, cry in vain. 2 te ey

Great God !—What a horrible thought !—what an

indelible ftigma! that a legiflator fhall, in the cold

blood of commerce, make a calculation of the proba-

ble profit upon human lives—put commercial expedi-

ency in the balance againft murder—and make conve-
nijence the excufe for crime !—Why, the robber may

do fo!—But fhall Britons; generous Britons, ~who

boaftful claim precedence of the world in’ freedom,
humanity, and juftice—hall. they look on and fee in-

ferior nations fpurning from them with horror the de-

bafing traffic; and ftimulated by avarice, or mifled by
wicked policy, retain the blot that other ftates have

wiped away, and live at once the curfé of one part,

and. the {feorn of the reft of mankind?—¥orbid it

mercy! Forbid it Heaven !—And oh! may that vir-

tuous man, who, difdaining the malignant taunts of

the bafe and -interefted, boldly fteps forth the advo-
cate of man and of his country, and feflion after fe&

fion {prings from the couch of repofe which opulence

prefents him, to-break the fetters and the fcourges

which improbity and avarice have forged for ou® fel.
low creatures—may he.fucceed and bear down @l
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oppofers! and may the juitice of his country make his

triumph and his glory as certain and complete here,
: he juitice of that Being, under whofe direétion he

aéts, will doubtlefs make them hereafter !

LETTER--XL.

FROM the confiderations I have already
pretty: fully mentioned,;-my mind was by no means at

-eafe._ The inceffant travelling for fo many days, a

-the*rate of feventy-five miles a day, to be continued

L knew not how long, increafed my anxiety : and the
-apprehenfions of accident, interruption, and above all”

- ficknefs, intercepting me-on my way, haunted my_

imagination with all its: terrors. I was) befides ap-
proaching falt to that region where the winds ftrik
all living things that draw them in inftantly dead =

conceiving that the more expeditious I was in getting

over the journey, the greater chance I had of efeaping:

thofe mifchiefs ; I pufhed heartily forward, and urge

the Tartar till he at lait expreffed his aftonithment and
approbation; paid me the compliment to fay, that 1
was almoft equal to himfelf for enduring fatigue 5

concluded with a very fagacious furmife, that ia

probability I had been myfelf a carrier of difpatche?
among the Frank governments. ae
One day after we had rode about four miles from

a caravanfera, at which we had changed ourjeattle; }

found that-a moft execrably bad horfe had fal S
y he was ftiff, feeble, and foundered? tnqcome

Fr tite ACQN Rohs
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fequence of which he ftumbled very much, and I
every minute expeéted that he would fall and roll
over me. I therefore propofed to the guide to ex-

change with me;-a favour he had hitherto never re-

fufed, and for which Iwas the more anxious, as the

beaft he rode was of the very beft kind... To my utter”
aftonithment he peremptorily refufed: and as this had

been a day of unufual taciturnity om his part, I attri-

buted his refufal to peevithnefs and ill temper, and

was refolved not to let the matter reft there. I there-

fore defired the interpreter to inform him, that as he

had at Aleppo agreed to change horfes with me as

often as I pleafed, 1 thould confider our agreement in-

fringed upon if he did not comply, and would write

to the Conful at Aleppo to that effec. 5

‘As foon as this was conveyed to him, he feemed

ftrongly agitated by anger; yet endeavoured to con-

ceal his emotions under affected contempt and derifion,

which produced from him one of the moft fingular

grins that ever yet marred the human phyfiognomy.

At length he broke forth :

* You will write to Aleppo, will you? Foolith

Frank! they will not believe you! By Mahomet, it

would be well done to: hear the complaint of a wan-

dering Frank againft Haflan Artaz—Haffan the faith-

fal and the juft, who for ten years and more has been

the meflenger of an-emperor, and the friend and con-

fidant of cadis, bafhaws, and viceroys, and never yet

was called fo much as liar! Who, think yon, poor

mifguided one! who, think.you, would believe that I

Broke my promife?””

~ «© Why do you not then,” faid I, interrupting him,

“why do you not perform it by changing horfes,

when you are convinced in your confcience Gf you

have any) that it was part of your agreement?”—

* Once for all I tell you,” interrupted he, + ¥ will

: bee
f

> at
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not give up this horfe. ‘There is not,”” faid he gafeo=
nadingly, “‘ there is not a Moffulman that-ever wore

_ a beard, not to talk of a wretched Frank, that fhould
get this horfe from under me; I would not yield him

to the commander of the faithful this minute, were

he in your place: I would not, I tell you, Frank—

and I have my own reafons for it.”? <

«J dare fay you have,” returned 1; “ love of
your eafe, and fear of your bones.”

At hearing this, he grew quite outrageous—called

Manomet and Auta to witnefs that he did not

> know what it was to fear any thing—declared that he
was convinced fome infernal fpirit had that day got

pofleffion of me—and indeed feemed well difpofed to _

go to logger-heads. At length obferving that I looked ©
at him with {neering contemptuous defiance, he rode

up along fide of me—I thought it was-to ftrike, and

prepared to defend myfelf. 1 was however miftaken5_

he fnatched the reins out of my hand, and caught

hold of them colleéed-clofe at the horfe’s jaw; then~

fel flogging my horfe and {purring his own, till he

got them both into full fpeed; nor did he ftop there,

but continued to belabour mine with his whip, and

to fpur his own, driving headlong over every impedi-

ment that came in our way, till I really thought

had run mad, or defigned to kill me. Several: times”

I was on the point of ftriking him with my whip, @

order to knock him off his horfe—but as often patient ~

providentially came to my afliftance, and whifpered to

me to forbear and fee it out, Mean time I confidered
myfelf as being in fome danger ; and yet fuch was the—

power he had over the cattle, that I found it impoffible~
to ftop him: fo refigning the event to the direétiom
of Providence, 1 fuffered him without a further effort
to proceed ; I calling him every opprobrious. pan I
could think of in Jingua Franca, and he orang

4 zi
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‘calling me Dumus, Jihafh, Burhl (i.e. hog, ais,
mule), in rapid and impetuous vehemence.of tone and

utterance, ei
He continued this for a length of I dare fay fome

miles, over an uncultivated traét, here and there in-

terfeéted with channels formed by rills of water in the -

periodical rains ; thickly fet with low furze, ferns, and ~~

other dwarf bufhes, and. broken up-and down into

little hills. . His horfe carried him clean-over all< and
though mine was every minute ftumbling and: nearly

down, yet with a dexterity inexpreflible, and a vigour

altogether amazing, he kept him up by, the bridle,

and I may fay carried him gallantly over every thing.

I was atonithed very much at all this, and towards
the end as much pleafed as aftonifhed ; which he per-

ceiving, cried out frequently and triumphantly, ‘0,

da Frangi! Heli! Heli! Frangi!” and at laf drawing

in-the horfes, {topping thort, and looking me full in

the face, exclaimed in’ lingua Franca, “* Que dic
Frangi—Que dice ?” .

For fome time I was incapable of making him any

anfwer, but continued furveying him from head to

foot as the moft extraordinary favage I had ever be-

held; while he ftroked his whifkers with great felf

complacency and compofure,.and nodded his head
every now and-then,-as much as to fay, Ay, ay, it
is fo! look at me! am not I a very capital fellow ?—

A capital fellow indeed you are,” faid I, “ but I

with I was well out of your confounded clutches.” »-

We alighted on the brow of a finall hill, whence

was to be feen a full and uninterrupted profpe& of

the country all:round. The interpreter coming up,

he called. to him and defired him to explain to me

carefully the meaning of what he was about to fay;

which I will give you as nearly as I can in his ow

words, as they were tranflated by the linguift: ret =

R = zs
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_” You fee thofe mountains yonder,” faid he, point.
_ing to the eaft; “ thofe are in the province of Kur=

deftan, inhabited by a.vile race of robbers called Je-

fides, who pay homage to a God of their own called

~ Jefid (Jefus), and worfhip ‘the Devil from fear. They

dive by plunder, and. often defcend from thofe moun.

-tains, crofs the Tigris which runs between them and
us, and plunder and ravage this country in bands of
great number and formidable ftrength, carrying a :

into flavery all they can catch, and killing all who refift
them. This country therefore, for fome diftance

round us, is very dangerous to travellers, whofe only
fafety lies in fight. Now it was our misfortune this
morning to get a very bad horfe, for which, pleafe

Au.a (ftroking his whifkers), fome one thall receive
_ the baftinade. “Should we meet with a band of thofe

Curds, what could we do but fy? And if you,
_ Frangi, rode this horfe, and I that, we could never
efcape: for I doubt you could not keep him up from

~ falling under me, as { did under -you: 1 fhould there-_
fore come down and be taken—you would lofe joe

F guide, and mifs your way, and all of e undone.
Befides,” continued “he, ‘there are many villages
here where people live, who, if they only fufpeéted
you were a Frank, would follow and facrifice you
they could to Manomer, and where of courle you
muft run for it.?? Gt

Ass foon as the interpreter had explained this fo
me, “ Well,” continued the Tartar, “ what does he
fay now to it?’ Then turning to me,’and tofling up
his shead— Que dice, Frangi ?” =
“Why, I fay,” returned I, *¢ that’you have {po-

ken good fenfe and found reafon; and 1 am obliged)
to you.” * : 25,

This, when interpreted fully, operated moft-plea
fingly upon-him; his features relaxed into, oad
look of fatisfa&ion, and he faid I will dos ;
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thing I can to make } you eafy and contented: and
when I am obftinate, don’t refift—for be aires: I
have reafon for it; and above all things avoid
ing in my prefence. But we fhall reach Mofal : -
and bye, and probably then we may have no more
tides.” For I expeéted to get down the river Tigris

from Moful to Bagdad, and had told him fo, and he —

encouraged me with the expeétation.

‘That night we came to a caravanfera whit hay at
fome diftance from a village. Here the T:

pleafed with himfelf for the condué of the day, and
pleafed with me for my approbation of it, ordered a _

moft admirable fupper; and not only, as was

common with him, rejeéted the beft difh in order to

prefent it to’me, but alfo feleéted for me the choicelt

dits of thofe upon the table. He then ordered wine,”

obferving that the fatigue of a government meffenger -
demanded indulgence; and ufing.a falvo of my fug-

“geftion on.a former occafion, viz. that the Prophet
would not be offended with travellers more than with
the fick for taking it as it were medicinally.

We accordingly had wine, and dinieabta it was,.
though by no means equal to that we drank at the

<ity of Diarbeker. I took little however, and the
Tartar was much forprifed at my abftemiouinefs; re-

marking, that he never faw a Frank before that was

not a downright hog when he got the cup to his lips.

My taking it in {mall portions, while he drank it as

we do table beer, particularly aftonifhed him. Before

he lay down on his couch, he gave orders for horfes,

threatening the people with fevere caftigation if they

gave bad ones; holding up as an example the perfon

that gave us the ftumbling horfe that day, who he de-

clared fhould be baftinadoed -as foon as he returned, ~
if there was a cadi within ten leagues of him ; 2;

dare to fay that he kept his word moft Seek if

=
R2
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The next morning we had excellent cattle; fear

produced wonders among them, and we fet forward

juft as the fun rofe.. As we entered the firit village,

T was fomewhat alarmed by perceiving my guide draw

up his horfe—deliberate—mutter to himfelf—and
feem rather uneafy while he viewed a crowd that was

up the ftreet before us; fome of whom I perceived

to be agitated with fome extraordinary motions of the

body; while one man ftood in the middle, rolling his

"body into a variety of ftrange contortions.—The Tar-

‘tar, for a minute or two, feemed to be debating withm

Ahimfelf whether he fhould proceed or turn about: at

Jength putting me on his left hand, he fet forward at

full fpeed, leaving the crowd on his right, who, fecing

“the rapidity of our pace, flew on one fide, and let us

~~ pafs. We foon however. heard fhouting behind us,
“and could hear plainly the words, ‘¢ Ghiaour ! Frangi
~ Gucu!” and looking back, perceived feveral ragged
-qmen like-favages purfuing us, lifting ftones occafion-

ally, and cafting them after us with all their might.
~The fpeed of our horfes at laft. got us out of both

‘

*

fight and hearing; and I plainly perceived, and wis
for the firft time convinced, that my guide’s condué
was directed by found fenfe, fpirit, good. faith, and_

jategrity,
‘
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‘THe extraordinary occurrence which I mens
tioned in my laft letter required explanation, and my

Tartar friend was not backward in giving it; for he

Joved exceedingly to hear himfelf talk, and, on any

fubje& within the compafs of his knowledge, was

fhrewd, perfpicuous, and even naturally eloquent : he

had moreover on that occafion aéted the part of a

ikilful general; and as I applauded his prudence and

addrefs, he was extremely kind and communicative,

and gave me a full account of that affair, his motives,

his deliberations, and the urgency of the cafe; and,

in fhort, every thing that could elucidate the circum-

flance, or aggrandize his own importance. It would

be a pity to take it out of his own words:;1 fhall

therefore relate them to you, as I had them through

the medium of our linguift, for they made an impref+
fion on my memory not eafily to be erafed. as

< You muft know,” faid he, “that there are

fpread over the face of this great and glorious empire

a number of dervifes. of different kinds—holy men;

who renounce the enjoyments and pleafures of the

world, to converfe with Mahomet and worfhip Alla.

Some of thofe are very good men, indeed faints, and

never do any thing bad; preaching and praying, with
out hurting any thing, even arat or.afnake ; nay, they —

would not hurt a Chriftian. -There are others againy

‘of whom I have heard our bathaws and effendis,;and —
— even the Maazeen, declare that they are fold
= pes:
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‘you know have no fenfe) reverence and worlhip

“them—they are called Santons ; live by themfelves,

fometimes under ground like rabbits, and fometimes
fn the thickets and woods. They go where they

pleafe, take the beft feat in any man’s houfe, cram

themfelves with meat and drink, and yet none refift

them; for fome will not, and others dare not. Nay,

they often pollute women in the open _ftreets—and
they never fet their eyes on a Chriltian or a Frank,

that they will not kill, if poffible. For my part, I

think that they ought to be hanged, every one of
them that had a head to be hanged by—or rather

ftaked—for no punifhment is too great for them ; but

I dare not fay fo in that town—if I did, T thould be

ftoned to death by the rabble. ces

= “As foon as ¥ perceived the crowd, and the raf

- ~ cals dancing, 1 knew that they were fantons, and was

- fare that they would ftop us in order to extraé&t money

_ from us ; in which cafethey would moft probably

have difeovered you—for they have the eyes of the ~
devil. ~ Nothing then could fave-your life; the crowd

~_. “swould jom them, ‘and your brains would have been.

beat ‘out with ftones. I had a mind to turn back

and go round the town, but that might have canfed

fafpicion, and got us perhaps intercepted ; fo 1 de-

5 termined to pufh by them boldly, which I did, you can

: teftify, like.a brave man. You faw enough yourfelf,
to convince you of the danger. you have efcaped, and

of my wifdom and valour; let me therefore entreat

you to be entirely guided by me, and above all things

avoid that accurfed propenfity to Iqughter.””

Sinee-I firft formed the refolution of writing this

account of my journey, I have been at fome pains» to

dip into the beft hiftories of that country, and If

that in every inftance my ‘Tartar guide’s info1

was correct. Thofe: fantons, as well as other
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of dervifes and fheihs, travel about the country, and

levy contributions on the inhabitants : fome are really

what they pretend to be, and are as pure and as,

pious as the monks of the primitive Chriftian church ;

but the fantons are monfters, who exift only by the

barbarous credulity and more than favage ignorance

of the lower order of the people—though repro-

bated, and indeed, execrated, by the better fort of
Turks. . They affe& to be dementated (which with

with the Mahomedans is the greateft mark Of fanétity),'

and under cover of that madnefs commit every excefs

.and enormity, not merely with impunity, but with

applaufe. Such is the melancholy ftate of degradation,

to which the weight of fuperftition’s chains bends the

mind of man ! It is not long fince I hada very pleafing

difcuflion of this extraordinary fubjeé, with a gentle-~

man of my acquaintance, for whofe veracity I have

great refpeét. . Superftition and credulity very natu-

rally led to-a confideration of the Turkifh religion,

and I expreffed my fatisfaction, that the worft excre-

{eences of the Chriltian fchifms could not be compared

with the Turkifh faith in their dervifes. He faid, that

he agreed it did not go quite the length of the fantons;

but he related to me a converfation between him and a

Roman catholic, not more than twenty-four miles from

the: enlightened city of Dublin, which furprifed me

_ Much, 4

© | was,” faid ti, < when a youth, very free in
cenfuring all religions, and-chiefly Popery ; for, being
bred among Roman catholics, I had the greater op-

portunity of feeing their abfurdities, which I treafured

up as fo much gain, without ever taking into ac-
count their many virtues, of which they have
their fhare.. One day I was on a party of pleafure,.
at a place called —, and in prefence of a poor
country fellow ridiculed the priefthood, attributin;
them many vices, and particularly fornication “@

: R4 adultery=
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adultery. ~The man refifted me, ard declared it

was impoflible. - Then I fuppofe, faid I, ifa prieft
and a woman were locked up in a room; together

for-a year, and the woman.im a week after coming
forth was © brought:to bed of a child, you would: not

believe it to be the prieft’s.. No, faid he, l-would not.

‘Then how ‘comes-the child? 1.don’t- know, replied

he—any way but by him. In hort, he would believe

in felf-impregnation, or preternatural vifitation, rather

than allow a. prieft tobe capable of fornication.”

<< But,” faid 1,.<¢-you fuppofed a cafe—if the fellow

wasefhrewd enough to fay, no fuch cafe could:at all
happen, he would have put you down ; that was what

he meant, though he knew not how-to go about

_exprefling it. :

~The difficulties and hazards of the journey, which
feemed. to. thicken upon us as we advanced, made

Yr for afpeedy conclufion to it ; and the adven-
ture of the aft day: opened more clearly to my view
the dangers. we had to encounter, which were ftill

~to-increafe as we got to thes eaftwardand:
fouthward, where the. fury of bigotry raged -with=
out-remorfe ; where the greater diftance’ from the-
feat of government made the populace more Jaw-
lefs, and the magiftrate more corrupt and tyrannical;
where the total feclufion from all well ordered fociety

rendered the manners barbarous ; where ftrangers were
feldom feen, and when feen fleeced and perfecuted ; and
where particularly, 1 had reafon to believe, fcarcely
any Englifhman had ever {et his foot ; and above all,
where the very winds that blew were charged with
deftruétion, and carried inftant death upon their wings.
I therefore earneftly longed to reach Moful, where the
probability was, I fhould get at leaft the more com-
fortable and commodious conveyance of watet carriagey
and where I might refrefh myfelt completely;
the fatigues of fo many days journey.;andy if
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was occafion, claim a guard and protection, having

along with meé-a_ letter to the bathaw, which 1
might withhold or deliver, juft-as beft cae iy ins
clination or convenience.

I could not help viewing with a fad aad melan-
choly eye my prefent ftate ; wandering, I may fay

alone; unacccommodatéd and wretched, throaigh an

“whofpitable region, and more inhofpitable: people
where danger befet me in» a thonfand forms,and
every ftep Ftook, I took: in hazard of my life; and -

comparing it with thofe fcenes of opulence and

comfort which I had. once experienced, where oe

lawful with met with. its accomplifhment ; where

every neceflity was ‘fupplied, and every difficulty:

obviated; where tender Jove and attachment antici-

pated every defire; and foothed every care: where

the mutual endearments and reciprocal accommoda-

tions of tender relatives, wife, children, faithful friends,

and kindly intimates gave’a zeft to life, made me feel

that my exiftence was of intereft-to others as well +
as to myfelf, and communicated a confcious impor-

tance which the ifolated, folitary, felfifh man can never

feel: 1 could not help fooking batk with grief and~
mortification, to think that I once po cd thofe
blefings, and thould perhaps poflefs them no:more 5

but, on the contrary, might ~perifh unknown, un-

heeded, and unlamented, m an unknown: corner of
the “wilds of an unknown’ hoftile country, without one
friend to folace or to cheer me, or ‘tell to'thofe who

loved or took fhare in my concerns, the place where =

I lay, or -the particulars of my fate. z

Nor-in. this: difmal=train’ of refleGions was Aleppo:

forgotten... It made the great-conneéting link be-

tween my -former happinefs and prefent mifery

was, as it were, the door through which I patied:

Etook my laft farewell-of comfort: when i

fhut me out, the profpeé was indeed g

adi 1 after feel one happy fenfation, unlef
= Si-cory

Cantye to
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-convulfive. tranfports of a laugh, and the boifterous |”

ing mirth arifing from the fingularities of my

- guide, which, as the furge raifed by the tempelt

above its proper height lifts up the fhattered bark

only tocaft it on the beach andjleave it thipwrecked,

elevated my {pirits for the moment beyond their proper

pitch, t6 retire quickly, and leave them in the horrors

of ten times deeper melancholy.

Perceiving how much caft down I was, .my friendly

Tartar began to rally me: * Jimmel,” faid he, “* the

fantons have frightened you :—but don’t be afraid

~ =Hassan Artaz if no boy: he can bring you:
‘through greater difficulties than thofe, fhould they be-
fall us.” :
“ But how comes it,” faid I, ‘* Haffan, that you, "

who have fo much power-at the caravanferas, have
not power to refift thofe rafcally fantons, or the

mobs of a village ??? é
“« Why, as to the mob,” faid he, “ if I. was by.

myfelf, or had only a true Believer with me,.I would
make. them fly before me like the duft before the -
wind. — As to the fantons, noone can refift them: ~
‘the Great, who hate them, are obliged to fhow them, =).
refpeé : and the Bathaw of Aleppo, nay the Comman- ©
der of the Faithful himfelf, could not fave you, if one

» of them called on the mob to ftone you, or tear
you to pieces. However, be of good cheer; for,
pleafe Auxa, I will deliver you fafe and found to the
Coja at Bagdad: befides, we fhall very foon be-at
Mofal from whence we will go down by water, which

= willbe very pleafant : and the chief danger then‘ will,
be in fair fighting, which is better than béing cut off by
fantons.—Should there be occafion,” faid he, looking
moft ferocioufly and brandifhing his whip—* thould
we be attacked by Curds or Robbers, you fhall.
fee—you fhall fee, Jimmel—Oh ! holy Prophet, .
Pil fight!”
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LETTER XLII

Ar was early in the evening when the pointed
turrets of the city of Moful-opened on our view, and

communicated no very unpleafant fenfations to my

heart. I found myfelf on Scripture ground ; and

could not hélp feeling fome portion of the pride of

the traveller, when T refle&ted that 1 was now within

fight of Nineveh, renowned in Holy Writ-—The

city “is feated in a very barren fandy plain, on the

banks of the: river ‘Tigris, embellifhed with the

united gifts of Pomona, Ceres, and Flora. The

external view sof the town is much in its favour,

: being encompaffed with ftately walls of folid ftone, over

* which the fteeples or minarets of other lofty build--

+ . “ings are feen with increafed ‘effe@. Here I firft faw a

ieee caravan encamped, halting on its march from
the Gulph of Perfia to Armenia; and it certainly —

made a moft noble appearance, filling the eye with

a multitude of grand objeéts, all uniting to form one

magnificent whole. <

But though the outfide be fo beautiful, the infide —

is moft deteftable : the heat. is fo intenfe, that in the
middle of the day there is no ftirring out; and even

at night the walls of the houfes are fo heated by

the day’s-fun, as to prodtice a difagrecable heat to

the body at a foot or even a yard diftance from —

them. However, I entered it with {pirits, bec

ee it as the lat ftage of the worft
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mimage. But, alas! I was difappointed in

“my expettation; for the Tigris was dried up by. the

‘ntenfity of the heat, and an unnfually long drought ;
and I was obliged to take the matter with a patient

dhrug, and accommodate my mind to a journey on
horfeback, which, though not fo long as that I had

~ already made, was likely to be equally dangerous,

and which therefore demanded a full exertion of
fortitude and refolution—There are a thoufand latent
energies in every man, which only want the power-

ful voice of neceffity to’ call’ them out: and now
“drawn to the top of my bent, I prepared my mind

to fet out in the morning, with as much ‘cheerful-
nefs as if the hopes of water carriage to Bag-
dad had never once occurred to my mind. 5
~ It.was ftill the hot feafon of the year, and we
‘were to travel through that country, over which

> the horrid wind I have before mentioned fweeps
3 its confuming baits : it is called by the Turks famiel;

ds mentioned by holy Job under the name of the Eaftj Wind, and extends its ravages all the way from the
extreme end of the Gulph of Cambaya upto Moful ;
it_carries along with it fleaks of fire, like threads
of filk; inftantly ftrikes dead thofe that breathe if,
sand _confumes them inwardly to athes ; the Acth f
becoming black as a coal, and dropping off from the
bones. _Philofophers confider it as a kind of eleétric
fire, proceeding fiom the fulphureous or nitrous exha-
lations which “are kindled by the agitation of the
winds. The only poflible means of efcape from its
fatal effeéts, is to fall fat on the ground, and there-
by prevent the: drawing it in: to do this, however,
it is -neceflary firlt to fee it, which is not always

praéticable. a
But befides this, the ordinary heat of the climate

is extremely dangerous to the blood and inna
even to the fkin, which ir blifters and pe vay
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from the flefh, affeéting the eyes fo much, that tra-

vellers are obliged to wear a tranfparent covering
over them to keep the heat’ off. iene

That night, Haflan faid, that as we muft proceed

to Bagdad on horfeback, he would ftay the next

at Moful to refrefh us 3 which I objeéted to: he
then fpoke of the fucce of the journey

as a thing of nothing: we h cady come near

nine hundred miles, and had ove five to go:

befides, as the weather was warmer, we would —

travel more in the night, and lie-by in the day. —

time, in places with which he was well acquainted. —

In fhort, the poor fellow feemed to take an in-
tereft in my fafety, and to with to alleviate the

pains of my mind; and he always concluded: with:
a remonftrance againft laughing, which from fre-

quently hearing I now underftood even in his own

language.—* Don’t laugh, Jimmel, don’t laugh,”
he would fay with great folemnity—By the bye, I

obferved, that when he was well difpofed to me he

always called me Jimmel (a name which I prefume he

conftruéed, with my fervant’s afliftance, from the

refemblance of found between Campbel and Camel, __

immel being the Turkifh for that animal); and when
he called-me Frangi, with all its gradations.

of Turkifh abufe, Dumus, Cucu, &c..

That evening, as we fat in the caravanfera, a man

entered and {poke to Haflan, who feemed to pay great

attention to what he was faying—He was a well

*made man—below the middle fize—and had that kind

of countenance which befpeaks threwdnefs, mgenuity,

and mirth, At length he retired; and foon aft

Haffan bade us rife and follow him: he went int

fort of public room, where a number of pe

were colle&ted, firting as is the cuftom in

‘oufes on low ftools. Haflan pointed to me to

en, which 1 did: then placing. the Inter,



he fat himfelf: and ftraight I perceived’ the
man, who had juft been fpeaking to him, ftep

from the crowd and begin to pronounce a

of prologue, which I neither underftood nor

fo underftand: it appeared from his cadences

to trical, and feemed, by the little impreffion
it: made on his auditors, to have nothing particular

_ to recommend i tlength, however, he paufed,

and, hemming feveral times to clear his pipes, began

again to hold forth. ‘“ He is going to tell a ftory,”

id the Interpreter. The attention of all was fixed
upon him, and he proceeded with a modulation of

_ tones, a variety of action, and an energy of expreffion,
that I think I have never heard or feen excelled :

~ «his a@ion indeed was fingularly admirable ; and ¥
{could preceive that he was occafionally fpeaking in
ythe tones of a man and a woman; in which latter
charaéter he gave a picture of whining ludicrous dif-

« trefs, that moved the rifible mufcles of all the company.
soked at Haflan, and he was grinning .as merrily

as could any monkey or Frank in Afia. The Lin-
guiftoccafionally interpreted what the ftory-teller
was faying ; andI foon began to fufpeét that it was
a ftory I had more than once read in the Arabi

- ‘Nights, though altered, and in fome meafure dra:
~. tized by the fpeaker. I looked feveral times archly

: at Haflan, and he returned my glance, as much as
"to fay, You fee I don’t laugh at all this. At length,

however,*the orator came to a part where he was
to mimic a poor little hunch-back (for I now. dif
covered it to be the ftory of little Hunch-back)
choking with a bone: he threw up his back;
fqueezed till all the blood in his body feemed col-
leéted in his face, his eyes rolled in their fockets,
his knees knocked, he twifted and folded his
putting his forefinger, and thumb into his thi
and pulling with all his might, as if to pull
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thing out: at length he grew weaker, ftretched his
arms down, and his fingers back, like thofe of a -
perfon ftrangling—kicked, fell, quivered, and died.
It is impoflible for any defeription to do juftice to
the perfection of his aéting ; and what rendered it
the more extraordinary was, that though it was a
fcene of death, and well aged death, he continued
to render it fo ludicrous in circumftances, as to fat
pend the audience between a laugh and cry. * be
did not remain long fo; for he fuddenly bounced
up, and began the moft doleful lamentation of a

woman, and exhibited fuch a fcene of burlefque ~
diftrefs as I never witneffed. All burft out in- tor.
rents of laughter, Haffan as well as the reft—T alone
remained purpofely ferious ; and the orator, according
to cuftom,. broke off in the middle of an interefting
feene.

When we returned to the caravanfera, I rallied
the Tartar-on the fcore_of his laughter: he growled,
and faid, Who could ‘avoid it? Why did not you.
laugh as you were. wont ?””—* Becaule,” ‘faid T, .
*‘he did not a@ as comically as you.”— No,?”
returned he, “ but becaufe Franks and monkies only
Jaugh for mifchief, and where they ought not. No,
Jimmel, you will never fee me laugh at mi =
“—“ What,” faid I, “not at a poor man’s being
choked. to death!’ Nay,” faid he, ‘I feldom
laugh, yet I could not-avoid it the? That ve
hour, however, a puppet-fhow was exhibited inthe
fame room, and my grave guide laughed till the tears
ran down his cheeks, and his voice funk into a -whin-
ing treble. Kara ghufe was certainly extravagantly
comical, though filthy; and frightened a cadi with
a whole troop of Janiffaries, by letting fly at them
a thot or two—e parte pal. C BS ice
The next day we fet out well mounted, and

B with renovated fpirits towards Bagdad. 1
=



more have the aflurance to cenfure laughing
‘Twas little difpofed to do it in time of danger,

we were likely to agree well. In thort, we began

to like one another’s company; and if I brought

him to be a=greater laugher than he ufed to be,

he gave himfelf the credit of having made me much

amore ferious than I had “been before—t profited by

his inftruétions.

_- It would be an effort as idle and fruitlefs on my

~ part, as unentertaining and. uninterefting on yours,

_tovattempt to give you a regular detail of our progrefs
from Moful to Bagdad ; the fame general cautions
‘were obferved, with the fame: occafional’relaxations.

- Haffan {till continued to treat me with a repetition
af himfelf and-his-horfe, his-own feats and his horfe’s

feats.;. to. be -filent when. ill-tempered, and loqua-
cious when gay; to flog the attendants at the cara-

-vanferas ; order the beft horfes, and eat the beft vic-
-tuals, and to give me the beft of both; and finally
“we had onr fallings out and fallings in again : but
‘Thad not the mortification of feeing any more women

in facks on horfes’ backs, and excoriated with
a ride of fifty miles a day. es

As we rode along we overtook feveral times ftrag-
gling callenders, a kind of Mahomedan monks, who

- profefs poverty and great fanctity ; they were drefled
all in rags, covered with filth, carried a gourd, by
way of bottle, for water—I prefume fometimes for
wine too—and bore in their hands a long pole deco-
rated with rags, and pieces of cloth of various colours.

They are fuppofed by the vulgar to have fuper-
natural powers > but Hafan, who feemed to have
caught all his ideas from his betters, exprefled no fort
of opinion of them; he falam’d to them and gave
them money, however. It was extraordinary enough,
that they were all in one ftory—all were goi
~a pilgrimage to Mecca—or, as they call it, Ha

4
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As foon as ever we got out of their fight and

hearing, Haffan fhook his head, and repeated’

“ Hadje, Hadje!” feveral times. doubtingly, and

grinned, -as he was accuftomed to do when he was

difpleafed, without being able to manifeft anger.

“ Hadje!” he would cry, “ Hadje, Hadje!” I
afked him what he meant; and he iaid, that thefe

fellows were no more going to Mecca than I was.

*« T have a thoufand and a thoufand times,” faid he,.

“ met_callenders on the road, and always found ~
them facing towards Mecca. IfLam going fouth-

ward, I always overtake them; if northward, I
meet them; and all the time they are going where—_

ever their bufinefs carries them. J overtook,” con-

tinued he, “* one of them one day, and I gave him:

alms and paffed him by; he was coming he faid,
after me, towards Mecca: but I halted on purpofe

for a day, and he never pafled; and a merchant ar=

riving at the fame caravanfera informed me, he had

met the very fame fellow four leagues farther north- *

ward; who had anfwered him with the fame ftory,

and ftill had his face turned towards the fouth.””

Fifty years ago, no man in Turkey would have
dared to hold this language; but every day’s ex-—

perience evinces that the light of reafon’ fpreads its

rays faft through the world—even through Turkey ;_
and furnifhes a well founded hope, that in another

half century every monkifh impoftor (I mean real

impoftors), whether they be Mahomedan monks,
or Chriftian monks, will be chafed from fociety,

and forced to apply to honeft means for fubfiftence.

END OF PART Ii.
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JOURNEY TO INDIA, &ce:”

Part Wk” ; £

. LETTER XLiL

My DEAR FREDERICK,

AFTER pafling through an immenfe tract
of country, diftinguifhed by nothing that could ferve

even as a circumftance to mark and remember our

daily journeys, but which I obferved to grow mani-

feftly worfe, both in foil and climate; as we pro-

ceeded Southward, we came in fight of the famous

city of Bagdad, on the feventh day from that on

which we left Moful, and on the eighteenth from
that of my departure from Aleppo; in which eighteen

days we had rode fourteen hundred miles, pardy

through a route which no. European, I haye reafon

to believe, ever took before. :

On entering the city, I defired my guide to.con-

dué me to the houfe of a Merchant, to whom I had-

got letters of credit and introduction. He took me -

accordingly through the windings of feveral ftreets;
and at laft ftopped at the door of an Armenian Mer-

chant, or Caja, where he made me alight, and =

in. I was received with great politenefs 5 :
32



RRIVAL AT BAGDAD.

y letter, found that he was not the per-

‘om it was directed: T accordingly made a

fuigabie apology, and was for retiting to find the

ute of the proper perfon, for which purpofe the »
rmenian offered mea fervant,-when, to my great ¥

aftonifhment, my Tartar interfered; faid that it was

to this Merchant he brought all his goods; and that

I muft remain where I was; at the fame time order-
‘ing the Armenian, in a peremptory tone, to take

charge of me, and ufe me well. It was in vain that

the Armenian endeavoured to explain to him the

Mature of the bufinefs, and that Finfifted I muft go

to the other Merchant—Hassan was peremtory,

and declared that I fhould not. It was fo extremely

cutre and ridiculous, that I could not be angry ; and

the good Armenian uniting his voice with that of *

the Tartar, and entreating me to favour hint-with

my company, Facquiefced, and indeed remained in

his houfe all:the time I was at Bagdad. * This was.

proof pofitive, if any other than I already had was
wanting, that he confidered me merely as a piece of

merchandife, which he was bound (according to the
language of Merchants) to deliver in good order
and condition.

Thad undertaken, before leaving Aleppo, to give
the guide, if he a¢ted conformably to my withes,

and behaved well, twenty pounds over and above

the hundred provided by the agreement: I therefore
fent for him, to fettle finally, and part. He had
heard that I'was a perfon different from what he had —
fappofed me to be: but it did not alter his conduét,

» as-might be expected, or make him ftoop to cring-
i: jogs he Rill fpoke with the fame honeft, bold fami-

liarity ; and when I gave him the promifed twenty
pounds, he never hinted, cringed for, or even looked
as if he expeéted-more : but when we came top
the feelings he difclofed, and thofe I mytel

== convinc
Natisns

Genitie or th
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convinced me, th fants not naturally that brute

which prejudice made hint; -and; when left co

its own: operations, the human heart would.be uni- ——

formly: kindly, affe€tionate, and fympatherie: the
poor, rough, unpolified Turk, betrayed thé ftrongett

marks of fenfibility, and Ismyfelf once more felt the =
uneafinefs of parting. : =

T think this is thésproper place+to give “you my.

opinion: of the Turks, while the recoilegtion-of

honeft Hassan is frefh in my mind; and I cannot
doit better than by quoting the words of an excel- -
Jent French Writer- Sa - pe
~ “The Turks (fays M. du Lorn).are naturally.a
good people, which is not to be afcribed to the eli-
mate ;-for the Greeks born in the fame climaté have
very different difpofitions,.and retain only the.bad
qualities of their anceftors, viz. roguery, treachery,
and vanity. The. Turks, on the contrary, priding.
themfelves on their integrity and modefty, are-dil-
tinguifhed in general by an open, ingenuous fimpli-
city of manners; courtiers only excepted, who, in
Turkey, as every where elfe, are the flaves of am=
bition and-avarice.”” : eo =
~The name of Bagdad has-been fo renowned in-

“Eaftern ftory, and is the fcene-of fo many<of thoie
bewitching tales which we find tranflated, or pre-
tended to be tranflated, from the Arabic and Per«
fian, that I fele great pleafure in feeing it, and con-
ceived myfelf to be at the very fountain-head of
taarvellous adventure aid romance. Fraught with
this idea, 1 was impatient to go forth into the town;
and-notwithftanding- the weather -was beyond ¢on=) =~
ception hot, I paraded a numberof ftreets: bat
never did Loin the courfe of my tif, fee a place fo
calculated to bely the opinion one. would. form ipfit
from the eaftern tales. It appeared to. me XONE4

_ Smong the moft difagreeable cities of the worl
= : $3
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-and has no one circumftance that I could difeover
recommend it: the heat is fo great, that in the

ummer-time the inhabitants are forced to keep

ir markets in the night, and to lie all night in the
en air on the terraces of their houfes.

The Armenian with whom I refided, did every

-ghing in his power to render the place agreeable to
me; and I fhali always retain a lively fenfe of his

~ goodnefs and hofpitality : he was not only generous

and polite, but well informed, and pleafing in con-

verfation. Itook occafion to exprefs to him the
difappointment I felt at finding Bagdad fo very dif-

: ferent from what I expeéted ; and told him that I

had, when a youth, learned to think highly of it,

or rather romantically, from reading Eaftern tales.
This led to a converfation on the Arabian. Nights

: Entertainments, a copy of which he had in the
+ Arabic, and produced it: he then thewed me, with

great triumph, a French tranflation of them, printed

at Paris, which he had read, and declared that the

tranflation was nothing at all in comparifon with the

original. I believe he was well qualified to judge,
Es for he was a perfe&t maiter of the French language.

zs We talked of the Eaftern tale of the Glafs Man,
who, ina reverie, increafes his ftock. till he gets fo

rich as, in imagination, to marry the Cadi’s daugh=.
“ter, 8c. 8c. and in -kicking his wife, kicks all his —

glafies about, and deftroys the whole of his vifionary
_.- fortune. I praifed the humour of it much—« Sir,’”

- faid he, * chere is nothing in it that.may not be ex- —
> perienced frequently in a€tual life: thofe waking

dreams are the uftal concomitants of opium: a man

who has aceultomed himfelf to the pernicious prac-
tice of eating opium, is conftantly fubject to them.

Thave, in the courfe of my time, found a thou

-of thofe dreamers holding forth in the plenirudelofy

imaginary power. -I have: feen a common. portery —

Ss < _ become,

a
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become Cadi, and order the baftinado. Ihave feen
a wretched tailor raifed by the effeéts of opium to

the office of Aga of the Janiffaries, depofing the
Sultan, and ordering the bow-ftring to all about
him. Ihave feen fome indulging in the blandifh-
ments of love with Princeffes, and others wallowing

in the wealth of Golconda. But the moft, extraor-_
dinary vifionary of this kind I ever met with, was
one who imagined himfelf tranflated to Paradife,

co-equal to Mahomet, and fitting by the fide of that

prophet, arguing with him in defence of the ufe of
wine and opium: he argued moft ingenioufly, lif-
tened in’ filence to the fuppofed arguments of his
adverfary, anfwered them, replied, rejoined, and
ftill argued on—till, growing at laft angry, he fwore
that he was as good a prophet as him, did not care
a fig for him, and called’him fool and falfe prophet,
A Turk ‘who was prefent, in the fulnefs of his zeal,
laid-a ftick very heavily acrofs his fhoulders, and
put an end to the vifion: and never did I fee a

wretch fo abject, fo forlorn, or fo miferably def-
ponding ; he put his forehead to the ground, which
he wet with his tears, crying, Mercy, Mahomet!
mercy, holy Prophet! mercy, Alla!—nor could he

find relief (fuch-is the ruin of opium) till he gota
frefh fupply of it in his mouth, which foon gave
him a temporary refpite from the horrors of his
fituation.”

Unqueftionably, Bagdad was once a great city,

of flourifhing commerce ;_but the Sultag AMuRATH
the Fourth, when he made himfelf mafter of it, put
the richeft Merchants fettled there to death; and it

has ever fince gradually declined. About two days —

journey from it; lie the ruins of the once famous
‘eity of Babylon. I was much difpofed to go toee
it, and thence drop down the Euphrates to B; ae

but my Armenian hoft told me there was a

54



nfe a perfon for half the trouble; for, —
ent city; which. was. fixty miles: in

miference, which was encompafied with walls

y-feven feet in thicknefs, and-three hundred
nd fifty in height, nothing was to be. feen but the

mdations of fome great edifices. The Tower -

3elus, and=the Palace of Nebuchadnezzar, lie .

th the reft in undiftinguithed ruin. “The greateft
-‘euriofities, then, were, in the firft place, the ruins

F of a building faid to be the famed Tower of Babel, *
~ which appeared to have been haifa league in. com=

.pafs; and the remains of a. vat bridge over. tht
Euphrates, where it is half a league broad.

IT was not more anxious to arrive at. the city of.
Bagdad than I was to leave it; and havirg written

~ lecters, and puc them in a way of being, forwarded”

to Europe, I took leave of my friendly hofpitable _

“Armenian, and, with a choufand acknowledgment
is kindnef, fet out on horfeback to a place on”

igris, where 1 embarked. in a boat, in ord
to Baffora, This river, known fine

the ‘fir! cords of human exiftence by Geographers;
4s remarkable for its rapidity, whence, Priny fays,

-_ it has the name of Tigris, (in the Median language,

a dart); and for its extraordinary courfe, which i
in many places under ground, rifes in. Armenia,

inks into the earth near mount “Faurus, and runs

under a mountain—then tifing at the other fide:

follows ics courfe through the lake-Thelpites=

again finks frequently under ground, and continves:

~ hid at one time for a [pace of twenty-five omiles 3:

where, once. more emerging; ir glides along with a

| very rapid-ftream, meets the Euphrates at a. pl
© called Korna, “pafles: through Bafiora, and falls +

the Perfian-Galph. aa i jae“As the boatin which I took: my pate iB?
tonvenience for-excluding the violence of the:

2 = - eRce
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except an awning, I faffered extremely from the

heat. ‘The river itfelf was grand; bur the banks,
and contiguous Country, contained nothing to at-

traét notice—no object to diverlify the dreary, “de-

ferted afpeét of the fccne—norhing to afford room

for reflection, or give birth to’a new idea. Ido

not remember to have ever pafied through fuch a

vaft extent of country, fo uniformly “dull and unin-

terefting. ‘The only thing that ferved to keep the
mind alive, was thé apprehenfion of robbers, who,

in great numbers, hover over this river, and plun- ~

der paflengers.- We had taken care, on leaving
Bagdad, to be well provided with fire=ar! and
they did us yeomen’s -fervic for we were fre-

quently attacked by robbers with a view to plunder,
pur found that a thot or two difperfed and fent them.

offin confternation. One night, however, in paf-
fing -a-creek, we perceived feveral. boats: iffuing

from it; in great order; and ina manner thatevinced

method'and premeditation: we filently prepared for

their reception, and were completely ready to meet

them warmly, while they thought us quite unpre=*

pared, and unconfcious of their approach: they firkt=
endeavoured-to board-us by furprile : withing rather ~~

to frighten than to-Kill them,- we began by firing
over their heads; on which they fet up the mott”

horrible fhours,-and rufhed“on_ with @ tumultuous

rapidity, making the moft terrible noife, in’order

to intimidate us: they were by this time quite-near

us; we therefore took aim-at them, and let fly, and

immediately perceived them in great confufion, ~~
fome of the boats lofing their helm, and falling with
the fiream on the others: at laft we faw them fheer_

off, and they: gave us no farther trouble, =
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LETTER XLIv.

AFTER eight or ten as difagreeable days
as I remember to have fpent in my life, weakened

with inceffant watching, haraffed with bodily fa-

tigue, and melted with the exceflive heat of the fun,

J arrived at the city of Baffora, where I was received
_with the utmoft hofpitality by Mr. Laroucne, the

Company’s Refident from Bombay, who did every

thing poffible for my accommodation, and procured

me every inftruction refpeéting my further progrefs.

This city, as well as Bagdad, is famous in mar-

vellous ftory. The country about itis confidered by

the natives as the beft {pot in Afia, though the burn-

ing winds annoy and frequently deftroy travellers,

overwhelming them with mountains of hot fand,

driven, like waves of the fea, before the tempedt

out of the neighbouring deferts. It carries on a

great trade, and is inhabited by vaft numbers of

Chriftians and. Jews. The Englifh and Dutch have

factories here, as well for the purpofe of commerce,

as the tranfic of difpatches, by way of Damafcus and

Aleppo, to Europe. The richeft. merchandife of
India and Europe are brought here in caravans; and

its opulence is greatly increafed by the caravans of
Pilgrims, who pafs through it on their way to

Mecca, and pay great duties, bartering for os

rich commodities. The horfes of this place re >
celebrated for their fuperior excellence : it is
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that they will run thirty hours without meat or

drink, I doubt the fact, and fhould be forry to fee

fo inhuman an experiment tried. z

One comfortable circumftance attending Baffora

is, that atnight the ftreets may be walked with per-

fect faftty at all hours. It is fubjeét to an Arab

Prince, who is tributary to the Lurk, and whofe

revenue is very great, as well from the above-men-

tioned caufes, as becaufe he gives full liberty to all.

Nations to come and trade to his capital.
From Baffora:1 took my paflage in a date-boat

going to.Mufkat, expecting to get from thence a

{peedy paflage to Bombay; but the boat fprung a

leak at fea, and we were obliged to run into Butheer,

where Iwas very hofpitably received and entertained

by Mr. Gatrey, the Company’s Refident.

There really feemed to be an unufual fatality at-

tending me throughout the whole of my journey,
You will recolleét, in the firft inftance, { was pre-
vented, by the war with France, from going by the
direct route which I fhould otherwife have taken,

and obliged to pafs through the Low Countries and
Germany—Ix the next place, at Vicnice Iwas dif.
appointed in obtaining a paflage to Latachzea ; and,
immediately on the heels of that, loftmy fervane ar
Triefte, by fending him for letters to Venice— ~
Afterwards, when I had gone to Alexandria with
expeétation of travelling through Egypt, and view-
ing that interefting part of the world, I found myfif «

prevented by the unhappy circumftances of the
country—the plague raging in Alexandria, and all

the roads being blocked up by an incurfion of the
Arabs. - Thus mortified and difappointed,. I turned
about, in order to make my way in another diree= ©
tion; and arriving at Cyprus, found, to my in| .
furprife and regret, that an epidemic difeafe,q]
fhort of the plague; prevailed there, “and {we}

<< = wie cathe,
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itants in great numbers: when, after -fur-

mounting all thofe obftacles, I arrived at Aleppo,

the firft information I got was,. that the caravan was

gone, and.that it would be a long time- before

another would be ready and my departure from
_Aleppo was attended wich cireumitances no Jefs-in-

fpicious than. my entrance—At Mofuls1 expe- E

rienced another difappointment, by the-tiver’s:-being-

dried up, and rendered impracticable by=boats—=

My paflage from Baffora to Mutkat was impeded
by-the-veffel fpringing a Jeak—And-now, -whentat

Taf I hoped to get from Bufhecr to Bombay, Twas

fopped by the intelligence that the Gulph— was

blocked up by French privateers; infomuch-as no

veftel could-hope to efcape. Iwas therefore abliged
to remain at Bufheer, ‘tilla Company’s frigate, com-

manded by Captain Harpy, and foon -expeéted;

fhould afford me an opportunity of proceeding to

Bombay. Time, however, brought that period
about; and I took my paflage, and arrived fafe at
Bombay, where I foon after embarked ‘on: board a

“ Portuguele veflel, being the only~conveyance that

offered for me to proceed to Madras: fhe was fir

bound to Goa, and we arrived fafely at that ifland,

where I was ‘received with great politenefs, and

treated with the molt friendly attention, by-Mr.

Henssaw, the Englith Refident. 2

~~ Goa belongs to the Portuguefe > the Viceroy of.
athat Nation lives there in great pomp. It was once

the feene of the moft abominable crueltics, exer~

cifed by that flagitious people on the natives, undef.
pretended zeal for Chriftianicy—I had read the Abbé
Raywat’s glowing defcriptton of it; andias L trod
the ground, my frame trembled atthe thoughts. of
the mafiacres perpetrated there. =f

[ was impatient to get from Goa, and. yetPlo

forward to my departure with a fecret une

ra ttt



ARRIVAL AT BASSORA. 285

‘for which I was entirely unable to account—I wifhed
to proceed, and yet Jou fecret foreboding whif-
pered to my heart that Iwas on the verge of cala-
mity: fo powerful was it, and fo obftinate, that I
could neither reafon away its admonitions, ner refift
its impreffions; and fomething inceftantly told me,
in as plain language as if a human being fpoke, that
I fhould fuffer a dreadful misfortune. As I had all
‘my life been an enemy to fuperftition, I fele my
fpirit infulted, and my underftanding degraded, by
the involuntary vidtory which I allowed to this im-
preflion—I combated it with reafon, with ridicule,
with felf-contempt—all in vain: in {pite of me, I
became the very flave of gloomy prefentiment; and
in order to get the fuccedaneous aid of a friend’s
reafon, as well as to be prepared, I communicated
the fate of my feelings to Mr. Hensuaw. In vain
he endeavoured to cheer me: all he could do was to
give me_his counfel; in confequence- of which I
actually fettled all my affairs up to that day, made
my will, left it wich Mr. Hensnaw, and, full of
dreadful forebodings of fhipwreck, went on board
a Portuguefe fnow bound to Madras.

Tc. was now the eighteenth day of May when we
failed from Goa, he hemifphere had been for
fome days overcaft with clouds: fome light fhowers

, of rain had fallen; and you may conclude that it
did not tend to raife my fpirits, or free me from my
ominous apprehenfions, to hear that thofe circum-
fkances indicated an approaching gale of wind. I
obferved, moreover, that the veffel was much-too
deep in the water, being greatly overloaded—that
the was in. many refpeéts def&eGive, and, as the -
feamen fay, ill-found, and in fhort very unfit to
encounter a gale of wind of any violence. I fcorned,
however, to yield to thofe united impreffions, aad
determined to proceed. : 3 at

5
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On the nineteenth, the fky was obfcured by im
menfe fleeces of clouds, furcharged with: inflam-

mable matter; and in the evening, the rain fell in
torrents, the firmament darkened apace, fudden

night came on, and the horrors of extreme dark-
nefs were rendered flill more horrible by the peals

of thunder which rent the air, and the frequent

flathes of lightning, which ferved only to fhew us

the horror of our fituation, and leave us in increafed

darknefs: mean-time the wind became more vio-

lent, blowing on the fhore; and a heavy fea, raifed

by its force, united wich it to make our ftate more

formidable.

By day-light on the morning of the twentieth,

the gale had increafed to a furious tempeft ; and the

fea, keeping pace with it, ran mountain-high ; and

as it kept invariably to the fame point, the Captain
and Officers became ferioufly alarmed, and almoft

perfuaded that the South-weft Monfoon had fet in,

which, if it were fo, would render it abfolutely im-

poflible for us to weather the coaft. All that day,

however, we kept as clofe as the violence of the

weather would allow us to the wind; bur the fea

canted her head fo to leeward, that fhe made more

lee than head-way; and the rigging was fo ftrained

with the work, that we had little hope of keeping

off the fhore, unlefs the wind changed, of which

there was not now the fmalleft probability. “During

the night there. was no intermiffion of the ftorm:

many of the fails flew into ribbons; fome of the

tigging was carried away; and fuch exertions were
made, that, before morning, every ftick that could
poflibly be-ftruck was dewn upon the deck.

About feven o’clock on. the morning’ of the
twenty-firft, I was alarmed by an unufual noife upon

the deck, and running up, perceived that wed
remaining fail in the vellel,, the fore={ail alone’e;
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cepted, was totally carried away. The fight was

horrible; and the whole veffel prefented a {pectacle
as dreadful to the feelings as mortifying to human

pride. Fear had produced, not only all the help-

leffhefs of defpondency, but all the mifchievous

freaks of infanity. In one place ftood the Captain,

raving, ftamping, and tearing his hair in handfuls

from his head—here, fome of the. crew were caft

upon their knees, clapping their hands, and pray-

ing, with all the extravagance of horror painted in ~

their faces—there, others were flogging their images

with all their might, calling upon them to allay the

ftorm. One of our pafféngers, who was Purfer of

an Englifh Eaft-Indiaman, had got hold of a cafe-

bottle of rum, and, with an air of diftraétion and

deep defpair imprinted in his face, was ftalking

about in his fhirt. I perceived him to be on the

point of ferving it about, in large tumblers, to the

few undifmayed people ; and well convinced, that,

fo far from alleviating, it would fharpen the horrors

of their mind, I went forward, and with much dif-

ficulty prevented him.

Having accomplithed this point, I applied my-

felf to the Captain, and endeavoured to bring him

back (if poffible) to his recollection, and to a fenfe

of what he owed to his duty as a commander, and

to his dignity as a man: I exhorted him to encou-

_tage the failors by his example; and ftrove to raife

his {pirits, by faying that the ftorm did not appear

to me by any means fo terrible as fome I had before

experienced.
‘While I was thus employed, we fhipped a fea on

the ftarboard fide, which I really thought would

have fent us down. The veffel feemed to fink

beneath its weight, fhivered, and remained motion~ —_-

lefs—it was a moment of critical fufpenfe: faney —

made me think I felt her gradually cena



myfelf up as gone, and fummoned all my for=
y bear approaching death with becoming

manhood. *

Juft at this crifis, the water, which rufhed -with ;

incredible force through ail parts of the veffel,

brought out floating, and nearly fuffoeated, anocher

Englift paffenger, who was endeavouring to take a

little repofe in a fmail cabin boarded off fromthe -
deck: he was a very ftout young man,”and-full of
true fpirit. Finding that the vefiel was not, as I

had thought, going immediately down, he joined:

me in exhorting the captain to his duty: we per- 4 _

fuaded him to throw the guns overboard, as well as a

number of trunks and packages with which the veffel

was much encumbered; and wich -fome little exer-

tion, we got the pumps fet agoing.

Here I will ftop, knowing the warm fenfibility’

of my Faeperick’s mind; and, convinced that his

fympathetic heart will go hand-in-hand with his

Father’s fufferings, I will not overcharge it with

grief by an immediate continuation of the bufinefs,

but defer it to another Letter. s
¥

LETTER KXLY,

"THE name of the Englifh paffenger, whom
I mentioned to you in my Jaft Letter as affifting me

in getting the Captain and Mariners to do their duty,”

was Hats. He was a young man of a moft amiable

difpofition, and with it pofleffed all chat mal
=
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that gives prefence of mind in exigences of danger.
He and I having, with great difficulty, got fome =

hands to ftick to the pumps, ftood at the wheel,

at once to affift the men, and prevent them from

quitting it; and, although hopelefs, determined

that nu effort practicable on our parts fhould be

wanting to the prefervation of the veffel. The

water, however, gained upon the pumps, notwith-

ftanding every effort; and it évidently’ appeared—

that.we could not keep her Jong above water. =

Ac ten o’clock the wind feemed to increafe, and

amounted to a downright hutricane: the fky was fo

entirely obfcured with black clouds, and the rain

fell fo thick, that objects’ were not difcernible from:

the wheel to the fhip’s head. Soon the pumps were

choaked, and could no longer be worked: then

difmay feized on all—nothing but unutterable def-

pair, filent anguifh, and horror, wrought up to

frenzy; was to be feen; nota fingle foul was ca-

pable of an effort to be ufeful—all feemed more

defirous to extinguifh their calamities by embracing

death, than willing, by a painful exertion, to avoid it.

At about eleven o’clock we could plainly diftin-

guith a dreadful roaring noife, refembling that of —

waves rolling againft rocks; but the darknefs of the
day, and the accompanying rains, prevented us

from feeing any diftance ; and if they were rocks,/ ~~

we might be actually dafhed to pieces on them before

we could perceive them. Att twelve o’clock, how-

ever, the weather cleared up a little, aid both the

wind-and the fea feemed to have abated: the very

expanfion of the profpeét round the fhip was ex-

hilerating; and as the weather grew better, and the
fea lef8 furious, the fenfes of the people returned,

and the general ftupefaction began to decreafe.

The weather continuing to clear up, we i

ame difcovered breakers “and large rocks wi
3 oe
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fide of us; fo that it appeared we muft have. pafled:
quite clofe to them, and were now fairly hemmed
~an betwetn them and the land.

In this very critical junéture, the Captain, entirely "=

contrary to my opinion, adopted the dangerous re-

folution of letting go an anchor, to bring her up

with her head to the fea: But, though no feaman,

my common fenfe told me that fhe could never ride
it out, but muft dire@ly go down. The event

nearly juttified my judgment; for the had fcarcely

been at anchor before an enormous fea rolling over

her, 6verwhelmed and filled her with, water, and

every one on board concluded that fhe was certainly

finking—On the inftant, a Lafcar, with a prefence
of mind worthy an old Englifh mariner, took an

axe, ran forward, and cut the cable. fi

On finding herfelf free, the veflel again floatec

and made an effort to right herfelf; but fhe was

almoft completely water-logged, and heeled to lar-

board fo much that the gunnel lay under water. We

then endeavoured to fteer as faft as we could for the

land, which we knew could not be at any great dif
tance, though we were unable to difcover it thro!

the hazy weather: the forefail was loofened; by

great efforts in bailing, fhe righted a little, her
gunnel Was got above water, and we fcudded as well
‘as we could before the wind, which ftill blew hard

on fhore; and at about two o’clock the land ap-

“peared at a {mall diftance a head.

~~ The love of life countervails all other confidera-
tions in the mind of man. ‘The uncertainty. we

were under with regard to the fhore »¢fore us, whi
we had reafon to believe was part of Hyper ALLI’s ©

dominions, where we fhould meet with the moft
rigorous treatment, if not ultimate death, was!

gotten in the joyful hope of faving lifes, and

fcudded towards the fhore in all the -exulti
= ry
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ports of people juft fnatched from the jaws of —
death. = a

This gleam of happinefs. continued not long: a
tremendous fea rolling after us, broke over ourftern,

tore every thing before it, ftove in the fleerage, cai

ried away the rudder, fhivered the wheel*to pieces,

and tore up the very ting-bolts of the deck——con-

veyed the men who ftood at the wheel forward, . ant

fwept them overboard. I was ftanding, atthe

near the wheel, and fortunately had hold of ¢
farel, which enabled me to refift in part the weight

of the wave. I was, however, fwept off my feet,

and dathed againft the main-maft. The jerk from

the taffarel, which I held very tenacicully, feemed

as if it would have diflocated my arms: however, it

broke the impetus of my motion, and in all pro-

babilicy faved me from being dafhed to pieces againit
the matt.

T foundered about in the water at the foot of the

maft, till at length I got on my feet, and feized a

rope, which I held in a ftate of great embarraffment,

dubious what I fhould do to extricate myfelf. At

this infant’ perceived that Mr. Haru had got

_ upon the capftern, and was waving his hand to me ~

to follow his example: this I. wifhed to hough

it was an enterprife of fome rifk and difficulty ; for,

if I loft the hold-I had, a fingle motion of the veffel,
or a full wave, would certainly carry me overboard.

I made a bold pufh, however, and fortunately ac-

complithed it. Having attained this ftation, I could
the better furvey the wreck, and faw that the water

was nearly breaft-high on the quarter-deck, (for
the veflel was deep-waifted); and I perceived the

unfortunate Englifh Purfer ftanding where the wate

was moft fhallow,-as if watching with patient ¢

pectation its rifing, and awaiting death: I ¢

him to come to us, but he fhook his head in:
ro
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and faid, ina lamentable tone, “ It is all over with

‘us!-Gop have mercy upon us !”—then feated him-
Mf with feeming compofiire on a Chair which hap-
ened to be rolling about in the wreck of the deck,

= and in aifew minutes afterwards was wathed into the
fea aloo e it, where he was fpeedily releafed
from a-ftate ten thoufand times worfe than death.
= During this univerfal wreck of things, the horror

Iwas in could not prevent me from obferving-a very

* curious circumftance, which at any other time would

have excited laughter, though now it produced-no
other emotion than furprife—We happened tobe —~

in part laden with mangoes, of which the ifland of

Goa is known to produce the fineft in the world;

fome of them lay in bafkets on the poop; a little

black boy, in the moment of greateft danger, had

got feated by them, devouring. them voraciouily,

and crying all the time moft bitterly at the horrors

of his fituation ! £

The veffel_now got completely water-logged3
and Mr. Harp and I were employed in forming

eonjeétura} calculations how many minutes fhe could —

keep above: water, and confoling one another on the
unfortunate circumftances under which we me

lamenting that fate -had thus brought us acquainte
enly to make us witneffes of each other’s

and then to fee one another no more. #

~As the larboard fide of the veffe] was gradually

- going down, the deck, and of courfe the capftern,
became too nearly. perpendicular for us.to continue

_ Onit: we therefore forefaw the neceflity of quitting
it, and ‘got. upon the ftarboard fide, holding falt by

the gunnel, and allowing our bodies and legs to
yield to the fea as it broke over us. “Thus :we con-’

tinued for fome time: at length the feverity éfthe:

labour fo entirely exhaufted our ftrength and {p
that our beit hope feemed to be a fpeedy
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to our painful death ; and we began to have ferious

intentions of letting go our hold, and yielding our-

felves up at once to the fury of the waves.

The veffel, which all this time drifted with the

fea and wind, gradually approximated the fhore,

and at length ftruck the ground, which for an in-

ftant revived our almoft departed hopes; but we

‘foon found that it did not in the fmalleft degree bet-

ter our fituation—Again I began to yield to utter —

defpair—again I thought of letting go my hold, and-

finking at once: It is impoffiblé thought I ever to

efcape—why, then, prolong, for a few minutes, a

painful exiftence that muft_at laft be given up?

Yet, yet, che all-fubduing love of life fuggetted,

that.many things apparently impoffible had come to

pals; and I faid to myfelf, If life is to be loft, why

not lofe it in a glorious ftruggle? Should I furvive

. it by accident, life will be rendered doubly {weet

to me, and I fill more worthy of it by perfevering
fortitude.

While I was employed in this train of reflection,

I perceived fome of the people colleting together,

talking, and holding 2 confultation—It immediately

‘occurred to me, that they were devifing fome plaa
‘for efcaping from the wreck, and getting on hore:

and, fo natural is ic for man to cling to his fellow-

\ creature for fupport io difficult or dangerous exi-
gcncess I propoted to Mr. Hatt togoin them, and
take a fhare in the execution of the plan—oblerving

to shim at the fame time, that I was determined at

“all events to quit the veflél, and truft to the pro>
tection and guidance of a fuperintending Providence

for the reft, ; = ;

hs
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As prodigality of life is, in fome cafes, the ©
__ excefs of virtue and courage—fo there are others in

» _ which it is vice, meannels and cowardice. “True

Courage is, according to the circumftances ‘under
which it is to operate, as rigidly tenacious and vigi-

lant of life in one cafe, as it is indifferent and re-

gardlefs in another; and I think it is a very ftrange

contradiétion in the human heart (although it often ~

happens), that a man who has the moft unbounded

“courage, in fecking death even in the cannon’s

mouth, fhall yet want the neceffary refolution to

make exertions to fave his life in-cafes of ordinary”

danger. The unfortunate Englith Purfer:could not

colle& courage {ufficient to make an effort to fave

himfelf; and yet I think it probable that he would

have faced a battery of artillery, or expofed himfelf
to a piftol-fhot, if occafion required, as foon as any

other man, Thus it appears at firft view: but may

not this feeming incongruity be explained by faying,

that perfonal courage and fortitude are different

, qualities of the mind and body, and depend upon

“the exercife of entirely different funétions ?

_ Be that as it may, I argued with myfelf, in the
height of my calamitous fituation, upon the fabject
of fortitude and dejeétion, courage and cowardice +—

and, notwithftanding the ferious afpeét of affaitss *
found myfelf liftening to the fuggeftions of prides ~~

tet
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‘What a paltry thing’to yield, while ftrength is left

to ftruggle ! Vanity herfelf had her hint, and whif- :

pered, “Should Tefeape by an effort of my own, :

what a glorious theme of exultation 1” “Fhere were,:

I confefs, tranfitory images in my mind, which, co-

operating with the natural attachment to felf-pre=

fervation, made me perfevere, and refolve to do fo,

while one veftige of hope was left for the mind to

dwell on. oe

Obferving; as I told you before, the people-con-

fulting together, and refolving to join them, I made

an effort to get to the lee fhrouds, where they were.

ftanding, or rather clinging ; but before I could ac-

complith it, I loft-my hold, fell down the hatchway

(the gratings having been carried away with the

long-boat), and was for fome minutes entangled -

there amongft a heap of packages, which the violent

fluGtuations of the water had colleéted on the lee

fide. As the veffel moved with the fea, and the

water flowed in, the packages and I were rolled

together—fometimes one, fometimes another, up-

permoft; fo that I began to be apprehenfive I fhould
not be able to extricate myfelf: by the mereft ac-

cident, however, I grafped fomething that lay in my ~

way, made a vigorous fpring, and. gained. the lee

fhrouds. Mr. Haut, who followed me, in feizing

the fhrouds, came thump againft me with fuch vio-

e lence that I could fcarcely retain my hold of the

rigging. Compelled by the perilous fituation in

which I ftood, I called out to him for Gop’s fake to

keep off, for that I was rendered quite breathlefs

and worn out: he generoufly endeavoured to make

way for me, and, in doing fo, unfortunately loft his

hold, and went down under the fhip’s fide.- Never, —

never fhallI forget my fenfations at this melancholy

-incident—I would have given millions of worlds:
that I.could. have recalled the words which mad

e Th
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move; my mind was wound up to the laft
of anguifh: I may truly fay, that this was the

oft bitter of ail the bitter moments of my life,
‘ompared with which the other circumftances of the
fhipwreck feemed leffene¢—for I had infenfibly ac- _
quired an unufual eftcem and warm attachment for
him, and was doubsful- whether, after being even
‘the innocent occafion of his falling, I ought to take
further pains to preferve my own life. All thofe
fenfations were pafling with the rapidity of lightning :
through my thoughts, when, as much to my altonifh-
ment as to my joy, I faw him borne by a returning
wave, and thrown among the very packages from
which I had but juit before, with fuch labour and
difficulty, extricated myfelf—In the end he proved
equally fortunate, but after a much longer and
harder ftruggle, and after foftaining much- more
injury. :

Tonce more changed my ftation, and made my
way to the poop, where I found myfelf rather more
theltered—I earneftly withed Mr. Haut to be with
me, whatever might be my ultimate fate—and
beckoned to him to come to me; but he only an-
fwered by fhaking his head, in a feeble, defponding se
manner—ftaring at the fame time wildly about hims
even his fpirit was fubdued; and defpair, I per-
ceived, had begun to take poffeffion of his mind.

Being a little more at eafe in my new ftation than *
Thad been before, I had more time to deliberate,
and more power to judge, I recolleéted, that, ac-
cording to the courle of time, the day was far gone,
and the night quickly approaching: I reflected, that
for any enterprize whatfoever, day was much pre-
ferable to night; and above all I confidered, that /
the veflel could nor hold long together—I therefore —_

~ thought, that the beft mode [could adopt BS
be, to take to the water with the firft boyant thiagl tae

Peould ie
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Icould fee ; aad, as the wind and water both feemed

to run to the fhore, to take my chance in that way

of reaching it. In purfuance of this refolution, I

tore off my fhirt, having before that thrown off the

other parts of my drefs—I looked at my fleeve but-

tons, in which was fet the hair of my departed chil-

dren—and, by an involuntary act of the imagination,

afked myfelf the queftion, <“ Shall I be happy

enough to meet them where I am now about to go?

—thall thofe dear laft remains, too, become a prey

to the devouring deep ?”’—In that inftant, reafon,

fufpended by the horrors of the fcene, gave way to

- inftin& ; and I rolled my fhirt up, and very care- _
fully thruft it-into a hole between decks, with the

wild hopes that the fleeve buttons might yet efcape

untouched. Watching my opportunity, I faw a log

of wood floating near the veffel, and, waving my

hand-to Mr. Hattas a laft adieu, jumped after it.

Here, again, 1 was doomed to aggravated hardthips

—Thad fcarcely touched the log when a great fea

fnatched it from my hold: ftill as ic came near me,

I grafped at it ineffe€tually, till at laft it was com-

pletely carried away, but not before it had cut and

battered and bruifed mein feveral places, and- in a

manner that at any other time I fhould have thought —

dreadful. = : =
Death feemed inevitable ; and all that occurred to

me now to do, was to accelerate it, and get out of

its. pangs as {peedily as poffible ; for, though I knew

how-to fwim, the tremendous furf rendered fwim-

ming ufelefs, and all hope from it would have been _

ridiculous. I therefore becan to {wallow as much

water as poflible; yet, ftill rifing*by the boyanrTM

_ principle of the waves to the furface, my former

thoughts began to recur; and whether it was

or natural inftinét, which furvived the temp

impreffions of defpair, I know not—but T

22



voured to fwim, which I had not done long, when
again difcovered the log of wood I:had loft float-

“near me, and with fome difficulty caught it:

hardly had:it been-an inftant incmy hands, when,

- by the fame unlucky: means, Tlott it again. Thad »

often heard it faid in Scotland, that if a man will

- threw-himfelf flat on his back in the water, lie quite

firaight and ftiff, and fuffer himfelf to fink ‘till the
water gcts into his ears, he will continue: to float fo

for ever! this occurred to me now, and I deter=
mined to try the experiment; fo I threw myfelf on

my back inthe manner I have defcribed, and-left

myfelf to the difpofal of providence ; nor was it

long till I found the truth of the faying—for floated

with hardly an effort, and began for the firft time
_. to conceive fomething like hopes of prefervation.

* lying-in-thismannér, committed to the dif-

“cretion of the tides, I foon faw the veffeli—faw that

~ it-was at a confiderable diftance’ behind me. Live-

lieft hope -began to play about my. heart, and joy
luttered: with a thoufand -gay. fancies -in my mind :

1 began to form the favourable concl thatthe

. tide was carrying me rapidly to land from the veffel,

and that] fhould foom once more touch terra firma. %

‘This expectation was a cordial that revived my

~ exhaufted fpirits: I-took courage, and left myfelf
_ fii] to the fame all- directing Power that had hitherto”
« preferved me, fcarcely doubting that I fhould foon ~
“Teach the land. - Nor was I miftaken; for, ina fort
time more, without effort or exertion, and without

once turning from off my back, I found myfelf ftrike

againft: the fandy beach. Overjoyed, as. you may

well fuppofe; to the higheft pitch of tranfport at my

» providential deliverance, I madea convulfive fprings ©

and ran upiaditele diftance on the fhore ; but was fo_

weak and worn down by. fatigue, and fo unablét07

clear my ftomach of the falt water with which mars
25 : zs = nde: esi
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Joaded, that I fuddenly grew deadly fick, and appre-

hended that I had only exchanged one. death for
another ; and ina minute or two fainted away.

LETTER XLVI.

THat admirable man, and fagacious pene=
trating philofopher, Dr. Franxttn, has left us,
among innumerable inftructions for the condué of -

human life, and for remedying many of the grievan-

ces of it, direGtions for going a voyage at fea, and
“has particularly enforced the folly of quitting thips

haftily, and yielding one’s felf up to defpair. Iam
convinced, that nine tenths of the people who perifh

by thipwreck, perifh from the want of prefence of
mind, and fufficient fortitude to bear them
‘The unhappy purfer, who fat deliberately ina

~ and fuffered himfelf, without a ftruggle, to be car-
ried overboard, is an inftance in point. The feeble —

conduét of the captain and crew is another. Had _
~~he; inftead of tearing his hair, ravings and acting

_ the part a bedlamite, encouraged his men, and taken
vigorous meafures in time; and~had they, inftead
of whimpering prayers on their knees, and whipping —
their images, made all clear, and prepared for the
worft; in hort, had they, according to the mor:

__ of the old fable, put their fhoulder to the wheel, it
ftead of calling on Hercules, it is not impoflible but
the veflel might have been faved.



y. part, the joy of efcaping immediate’

emade-me blind to the other miferi¢s of my

uation. Naked, moneylefs and friendlefs, upon

an unknown, and probably inhofpitable coaft, what

reafonable caufe had I to rejoice? Perhaps the re-

verfe. But that remains to be feen.

-How long continued in the fwoon into which I
had fallen, it is impoffible for me to tell; but, when

Trecovered, I found myfelf furrounded by a guard

of armed-foldiers, fepoys, and pikemen.- I knew

them immediately. to be the troops of Hyper ALLI,

and almoft wifhed myfelf back into the waves again.

Looking round, I faw that the people and effeéts —

that had been faved from the-wreck were collected

all together along with me. -

» In this ftate we ‘remained till it-was dark. A

Lafcar * belonging to the veffel, perceiving that my° ©

nakednefs gave me great concern, tore into two.a

piece of cloth which he had tied round his waits”

_and gave me.one part of it, which afforded a fhort ~

apron... This imple act of a poor, uninformed black

man,. whom chriftian charity would call-an-idolator,
methought had more of the trne and effential fpirit

of charity in it, than half the oftentatious, parading

newfpaper public charities of London—the flough of ~

purfe-proud vanity, and unwieldy bloated wealth,
Of all the a&ts. of beneficence that I ever met with,

it ftruck me the moft forcibly: it had kindnefy, dif- “i
intereftednefs and delicacy for its bafis; and Fhave

never fince thought of it without withing that I could”
meet. the man, to reward him for his beneficence

with a fubGifence for_life. The lower order of

people of a. certain country, I know, would think a

+ Natives of India, employed fometimes as failors, tin
for inferior offices in the army, fuch as pitching tents, ea

guns, &c. 5 - z ay
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man in fuch cireumftances as I was then'in, a fitter
object of pleafantry than pity.

The vaft quantity of falt water I had fwallowed,
ftill made me deadly fick in the ftomach:: however,
after fome time, I threw it up, and got great relief.
Thad hardly felt the comfortable effects of this, be=
fore I was ordered to march: nine of us, all-Lafcars
exeept myfelf, were conveyed to a village at a few
miles diftance on the fea-fide, where we were for the
night put intoa fquare place, walled round, open to
the inelemency of the weather above and below, and

+ filled with large logs of wood; it blew moft vio-
lently, and the rain fell in torrents—while not one
fmooth plank could be found on which to ftretch
our fatigued and wafted bodies. Thus, naked, fick,
exhaufted with fatigue and fafting, drenched with
wet, and unable to lie down, cur mifery might be ~
fuppofed to. be-incapable of increafe. But, alas!

* where are the bounds which we can fet.to human
woe ?-—Thirft, that moft dreadful of pains, oc=
cafioned by the drenching with file water, feized
us: we begged, we entreated, we clamoured for
water; but the inhuman wretches, deaf tothe groans
and fereeches of their fellow-creatures,: (for fome
»grew_delirious with the agony of thirit), refuled

-indulgence-o:
them even si: cheap and miferable e fa

MADE PRISONER.

The influence of the mind upon the body has
been much infifted on by philofophers and phy-

_ ficians, and I believe will be admitted by all wife
“men. _I was myfelf in this inflance, a ftriking proof
of it; for, though I had fwallowed and. thrown up
fo much falt water, though my thirit had exceeded
any thing Ihad ever before felr—yee, finding

~ water was not to be had or expected, I comp
my mind to do: without -it, diverted» my
from it by the contemplation of the many
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which befet me, and paffed the night without thar —

horrible agony experienced by the others. =

+ Indeed, a night of more exquifite horror cannot

e imagined. “The thoughts of being a prifoner to

Hyper Acct, was, of itfelf, fufficient to render

me letely unhappy: but my utter want of

_clothes almoft put:me befide myfelf; and lying ex-

pofed to the open air, where I was glad to fit clofe
“to the Lafcars to receive a little heat from their

bodies, and to hold open my mouth in order to_

catch a drop of the defcending rain, was a ftate that

might be confidered as the higheft refinement upon

mifery.

About four o’clock in the morning, a little cold

rice was brought us to eat, and water was dug out

of a hole near the fpot for us; but as all things in

this life. are good or bad merely relatively, this

wretched fare was fome refrefhment tous. Iwas ~

then removed to the ruins of a toddy-hut,* feparated

from the reft, and a guard fet over me. Here J had

full room for reflection, and could ‘‘ meditate e’en

to madnefs,” The whole of my fituation appeared ’

before me with all its aggravating circumftances of

horror; and to any one who confiders it, I believe

it will appear that it was hardly poffible to fill the

bitter cup of calamity fuller. Oh! what were my

thoughts! My family bereft of him on whofe efforts

they were in a great meafureto depend for fupport

and protection—you, then a little innocent cherub,

. appeared to my diftraéted imagination twining round _

your mother’s neck, and, in infant clamour, calling’ ~ ‘

yeur father—while he, in a dreadful captivity, com-

pared with which even a cruel death were mercy, ZS

lay wafting, naked and forlorn, perifhing with the

,. * A fimall temporary hut, where toddy (a liquor extragted from
the cocoa-nut tree) is fold. 3 mld sa =

inclemency..,
re jor AR
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inclemency of the weather, wanting even food fit
for his fupport, and expofed to the feourge « of every —
petty tyrant that barbarous power might
guard him !—Such were my reflection:

in reafon well founded ; for there:was no

of my being ever releafed, as my captivity was un=

likely to be known to my country, or by ny
friends.

In this ftate Iwas, when, to my utter aftoni

ment, and.to my no-lefs joy, the amiable compani

of my fhipwreck, Mr. Hatt, appeared before me. ©
Ifcarcely knew how to think his appearance reality,

as I underftood that the Lafcars then along with'me =

/ were all that were faved from the wreck ; and he -
was, at the time J’ parted from him, fo exhaufted
both in body and mind, that I thought he would be

the laft who could efcape. He, however, fhook
me by the hand; and, fitting down, ‘told me that he

had given-me up for loft, and remained with the

veffel until the tide, having ebbed, left. her-almoft

dry—that, immediately on getting afhore, and being

taken prifoner, he made inquiries about me, and

heard that Thad been faved—that, finding this, his

joy was fuch as to make him almoft forget his own
misfortunes—and, exerting all his entreaties

be feparated from. me, they had been fo far
_ gent to him, and had brought him to me, that we
might be companions in bondage. He added, that

out of eleven Europeans and fy fix Lafcars who
were on board, only he and I of the former, and

“fourteen of the latter, were faved from the wreck,

~ the reft having been drowned in the attempt, ex-

_ cepting fome who, overcome with terror, anguifh”
and anxiety, and exhaufted with fatigue, had bida —

formal adieu to their companions, Tet-go their hold,
and calmly and voluntarily given themfelvesag
the ee

Be
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e took occafion to remark to him, what I
already faid to you, that thoufands lof their

age, to preferve them—Had the Englith Purfer
colleéted courage enough to hold faft till the tide
ebbed, he might have been fafe on fhore as we
‘were, as he was fuperior to either of us in bodily
ftrength.

s Ah! my friend!” faid he, fhaking his head
defpondingly—* is he worfe where he is? I doubt

~ whether death is not far preferable to our prefent
profpects.” :

*°Come, come,” faid I, perceiving he was me-
lancholy, though I myfelf laboured under all the
horrors he exprefled—« come, let us not think ; all
will yet be well: I forefee it will; and you mutt
know I have fomething of the prophet in my nature
—perhaps the fecond fight,” Ithen told him my
prefentiments on leaving Goa, which much aftonifh-
ed him—ftill more when I acquainted him with the
formal aéts I had done in confequence thereof, by
Mr, Hensuaw’s advice, and with his privity.

In fa&t, our joy at meeting was reciprocally great,
and in fome refpect cheered us for the time under
all our miferies in hand, and the dreary profpect of
thofe yet to come,

Perceiving that he ftood as much in need of re--
lief as I did when the Lafcar relieved me by divid-
ing his cloth, I took mine off, tore it in two, and
gave him half of it: you may well conceive our
mifery from this, if other circumftances were want-
ing, that fuch a thing as a rag of linen, not worth
fix pence, was a very material accommodation to us
both.

_ ives for want of prefeverance, fortitude, and cou- a

tx



SENT UNDER-A GUARD UP THE €OUNTRY. = 305

LETTER XLVUL

eee

__..- YOUR letter, occafioned by the account

of my fhipwreck and fubfequent difafter, gave mes

my amiable boy! as great pleafure “as thofe difafters

gave me pain. Your account, too, of Joun’s burit-
ing into tears on the reading of it to him, had almoft

afimilar effet upon myfelf: and I truft in the Al

mighty difpofer of events, that that excellent turn

of mind will be fo fathioned by the education I give

you, asto make it the fource of boundlefs gratifica~

tion and true greatnefs (by which I mean goodnefs)

here, and of never-fading felicity hereafter. You
fay you cannot account for it, but you found more

happinefs at my efcape, than mifery at my misfor-

tunes; [hail that circumftance as the ftrongeft mark

of perfe& excellence of difpofition. A great motal
philofopher has laid ir down as a maxim, that it is
the furer mark of a good heart. to fympathife with
joy than with forrow ; and this inftance only comes

in aid of that opinion of you which my fond hopes

have always nourifhed.

‘At the fame time I muft declare to you, that my

pleafure at efcaping fhipwreck was by no means as

great as the agony my mind underwent at the prof=
pect now before me was poignant. Ihave already” _

faid, and indeed with truths that I fhould have witmuch greater pleafure embraced death: I, ae =
been already fome years in India, and bad

e 
>
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tunities of hearing, as well from my father as from

‘other officers in the fervice, what the difpofition of
‘the tyrant in whofe power I had now fallen was, -

knew too well the horrors of my fituation to feel

any thing like hope. The unmerciful difpofition of

Hyper, and all thofe in authority under him, and
the cruel-policy of the Eaftern chiefs, making the

life of any one, particularly a Britifh prifoner, at

the beft a precarious tenure, I did not know the

moment when death might be inflicted upon me

with perhaps a thoufand aggravating circumftances:

and at all events, the affairs which demanded my

prefence in India fo very importunately as to urge

me to all the fatigues and hardfhips of a paffage over

land, were, of themfelves, fufficient to make my

mind uneafy; but the abject ftate of want and

nakednefs in which it feemed I was likely to remain,
ftruck a deep and damp horror to my heart, and al-

moft unman’d me.

Mr. Hatt and I, however, endeavoured with all
our might to ftem the headlong torrent of our fate—

Melancholy preyed deeply and openly upon him,
while I concealed mine, and. ‘endeavoured to cheer

the finking fpirits of that noble youth, who, I per-

ceived was the prey rather of extreme fenfibility

than fceblenefs of mind. All the horrors of fhiver=

ing nakednefs, though, to a mind delicate like his,

and a perfon reared in the lap of luxury, fufficiently
goading, appeared as nothing when compared with

one lofs he had fuftained in the depredations with

which fhipwreck is conftantly followed up. In the

cruel fufpenfe between life and death, which I have

already deferibed, previous to my getting on fhore, f

this amiable young man had fecured end treafured

next his heart, as.the infeparable companion

face, a miniature portrait of a young ladyji4

round his neck, and was, by the unfeelir te: ;
ional

ne AIS
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who feized him on his landing, taken away. This

cruel deprivation was an inceffant corrofive to his

mind—the copious fource of anguifh to his heart—

the hourly theme of the moft pathetic, afficting ex-

clamations. “© Had J,” he would cry; ‘oh! had.
Thad but the good fortune to have gone to the bot-

tom while yet it hung about my neck, Ifhould have

been happy: but now, feparated from the heavenly
original, and bereft of the precious image, what is

life? what would be life were Iyet fure of ir? What
pleafure, what common content, has the world left
for me? None—oh! none, none! Never fhall this
heart again know comfort! °

Idid every thing E-could to confole him, and, as
far as I could, prevent him from dwelling on tholt

gloomy fubjeéts. Our couverfations. were intereft-

ing and pathetic; but, alas! the picture, at every

paufe, chafed away the flight impreffions of the

preceding converfe : no fufferings of the body could
countervail. that lofs—no confolation mitigate it;

and amidft the horrid refletions which unparalleled

calamity impofed upon his mind, the lofs of that

one dear relic rofe paramount to all—and as every

thought began, fo it ended, with the picture.

For fome days we lay in this place, expofed to-

the weather, without even the flender comfort of a
little ftraw to cover thé ground beneath us—our

food, boiled rice, ferved very fparingly twice a-day

by an old woman, ‘who jut threw a handful or more

of it to each upon a very dirty board, which we

devoured with thofe fpoons nature gave us.

At the end of that time, we, and, along with us,

the Lafcars, were ordered to proceed into the
country, and drove on foot to a confiderable dif-_
tance, in order to render up an account of ourfe] S
to perfons belonging to government, authorifet
take it. Ie was advanced in the morning wl re :

= u 2 movec,
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ved, without receiving any fort of fuftenance }

and were marched in that wafting’ climate eight |
hours, without breaking our faft ; during which time

we were expofed alternately to the fcorching heat

of the fun and heavy torrents of rain, which raifed
painful blifters on our fkin: we had often to ftand

xpofed to the weather, or to lie down, under the

refiure of fatigue and weaknefs, on the bare grounds:
then wait an hour, or more, at the door of fome in=

folent, unfeeling moniter, until he finifhed his din-

ner, or took his afternoon’s nap; and when this was

over, drove forward with wanton barbarity by the

people who attended us. -

You, my Freperick ! who only know the mild

and merciful difpofition of the people of Great Brie —

tain, where government, religion, and long habit,

haye reduced charity and benevolence fo completely

to a fyftem that they feem to be innate principles of

the mind, can have no conception of a people who —

will not only look upon the worft human affli@tions —

‘with indifference, but take a favage delight in the ~

miferies of their fellow-creatures, even where no

poflible advantage can be reaped. from their inhu-
manity, and where the only reward they can propofe

to themfelves for their cruelty is the pleafure of ~
contemplating human fufferings. ;

Such, forry am I to fay it, is the difpofition of -
fome parts of the Eaft Indies that I have been ins —
and although thofe parts under the dominion of

~ Great Britain owe their emancipation from the molt
galling yokes to the Englifh—and though, under —

their anfpices, they live in a ftate. of greater hap-
pinefs than ever they did, and greater earn
than Britons themfelves—yet fuch is the wicked in-

gratitude of many of them, fuch the inflexib

mofity. arifing from a contradictory religi

the death or fuffering of an Englithman, or
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. fortune’ that may befal him, often ferves only as

matter of {port oramufement to them: It would be

well if it refted there—but unfortunately they are

worfe again; for in general they have the like cold-

nefs and indifference, or indeed, to fpeak more pro= =

» perly, the like averfion, to each other’s eood, and

the: fame diabolical ‘principles of felfithnefs and

‘treachery pérvade the greater number in’ thofe vatt

regions, almoit- boundlefs in extent, and. almoft-
matchlefs in fertility. - =
Two days after this; we were moved again, and

marched up the country by a long and circuitous

route, id which we underwent every. hardfhip that:

cruelty could infliét, or human fortitude endure——

now bliftered with the heat, now drenched with the

rain, and now chilled with the night damps—defti-

tute of any place but the b.re earth to reft or lay

our heads on, with only a fcanty pittance of boiled

rice for our fupport—often without water to quench

our thirft, and* conftantly goaded by the guards,

who pricked us with their bayonets every now and

then, at once to evince their power, entertain the-

fpeétators, and mortify us. We arrived at Hyder—

nagur, the metropolis of the province of Biddasore

—a fort of confiderable ftrength, mounting: upwards, ;
of feventy guns, containing a large garrifon of men,’

and poffefied of immenfe wealth.

Tt"was about two o’clock in the morning when

we arrived at Biddanore: the day was extremely

hot, and we were kept out under the full heat of .
that broiling fun till Gx o’clock in the evening,

before we were admitted to an audience of the

Jemadar, or governor of the place, without having

a mouthful of victuals offered to us after the fatiguing

march of the morning, BE
While we ‘ftood in this forlorn ftate, a valts«

courfe of people collected about, and viewed us

v3 _ Curiofi
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curiofity. Looking round through thofe who ftood
~neareft, I obferved fome men gazing at me. with

Strong marks of emotion, and a mixture of wonder ~
and concern pourtrayed in their countenances, Sur-

. prifed to fee fuch fymptoms of humanity in a My-

forian Indian, -Tlooked at them with more fcrutiniz-
ing attention, and thought that their faces were
familiar tome. Catching my eye, they looked ar
me fignificantly, as though they would exprefs their
regard and refpect for me, if they dared; and I then
began to recolJect that they were formerly privates

in my regiment of cavalry, and were then prifoners
at large with Hypzr.

Iwas not lefS furprifed that thofe poor fellows
fhould recognife me in my prefent miferable fallen
ftate, than affected at the fympathetic feeling they
difclofed. I returned their look with a private nod
of recognition; but, feeing that they were afraid to
fpeak to me, and fearing I might injure them by
difclofing our acquaintance, I forbore any thing
more. ‘The guilty fouls of defpotic governments
are perpetually alive to fufpicion : every look alarms

them; and alarm or fufpicion never fails to be fol-
lowed up with profcription or death. ‘
~ Men, when in the fullnefs of power and pride of

office, very feldom give themfelves time to reflect
~ upon ‘the inftability of human greatnefs, and the un-
"certainty of earthly contingencies. When, invelted
with the trappings of authority, I commanded
the regiment to which thofe poor fellows belonged,
T would have thought that he fpoke. wildly indeed

‘who would have alledged that it was poffible I could
ever become an objeét of their pity—that I fhould
ftand naked and degraded-before them, and.they

~ be afraid to acknowledge me: but, though Lt

have thoughr fo then, it was yet fome comfort to
me, when that unfortunate event did come pals,
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to reflect, that, when in power, Imade fuch ufe of

it as to excite emotions in their bofoms of affection

and refpeét. Did the tyrant and overbearing in-

folent chiefs confider this, and govern themfelves

by its inftruétions, they would go into the field with.

the confoling reflection, that no gun would be level-

led at their head except that of the-common enemy

a thing that does not always happen»

LETTER XLIX.

HA we been made prifoners. of war in
battle againft anenemy, there is no law of nature or

nations, no rule of reafon or principle of equity,

that could palliate fuch treatment as that which we

now received: but, .caft by misfortune and fhip=

wreck on their fhore, we were entitled to folace and

protection. * The worft wretches who hang out falfe

beacons on the weftern coaits ‘of England; to allure _
fhips to: their deftruction, -would not be cruel with-

out temptation; and, if they did not expeét to gain

fome profit by it, would rather decline knocking

their fellow-creatures in the: head: but thofe bar-

barians, without any profit bur what a malignant

heart‘ derives from the miferies of others, or any

pleafure but what proceeds from their pain, exercifed

upon us the moft. wanton cruelty... Compared with —

fach treatment, inftant death would have been ¥

of. mercy to us; and we fhould:-have had reaft

blefs the handthat inflicted it. a

v4 Mort!



ing of the: mind on the rack of ilpente=the |
ies to the animal fyftem,. occafioned by con=\

cant expofure to the weather, and the want of food:
—all confpired to. reduce: me to the dimenfions and!

fecblenefs of aficeleton. had grown daily weaker

and: weaker, and was now: nearly exhaufted, and

quite faint; while, on the other hand, my amiable

companion in affliction was reduced by a dyfentery,

which attacked him foon after our thipwreck, and

_— Which the: torments of his mind, the want of médi-

icine and comfortable food, and, above all, the al-

~~ ternate violent changes from profule perfpiration in

* walking to chilling cold-at night, had increafed-to

fuch an alarming degree, that he was obliged to be _

# ¢arried the two laft days journey :—In this ftate, we —

appeared to ¢ach other as two fpeétres hanging over

the brink of the grave: and in truth, perceiving the

‘rapid progrefs he. was making to his diffolution, J —
~ was affected to a degree, that, while it really. exaf-!—
perated my own: worn-down. ftate, depris

- “all attention to -the rapid: decline I»

and almoft entirely engroffed my car He
gtefs through life, I have had occafion to try feveral
meén, end have found among them many who were

; every. thing that a good heart could: wifh.to-fiad:-

but this young gentleman had at once fo much:

fuavity and {pirit—fuch gentleneis and fortitude

his fufferings (thofe of his mind, as well.as thofe:of:
his body) were fo exquifite, and he bore them with
fuch meeknefs, tempered by fuchuninterrupted good:
humour, and concealed and managed) with fo. much
delicacy, that I do not tranfgrefs the bounds of truth
when Ifay I never met one who fo entirely interefted
my feelings, and attached my ftiendthip fo unalte
ably, upon principles of inftinétive impale, a wel
pgreafon. Impelled by the irrefiftible claims: ehiad

? t io onindia €
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2 my approbation and efteem, I entered with all:

_ the warmth ofia brother into his fufferings, and can
affert with truth that they conftituted the fevereft:
trials T underwent during my whole imprifonment.

While we ftood in the court, waiting to be:

brought before the Jemadar, we prefented a Tpeétacle
that would have wrung pity, one: would think, from-
the heart ofa tiger, if'a tiger was endued with re-

flection, » Ac length we were fummoned to appear
befe and brought into his prefence, "Phad>

up my mind for ‘the occafion—determined to<_— mylfelf ina manly, candid» manner—and to
let no confideration whatfoever lead me to any thin,

difgraceful. to my real character, or unworthy my
fituation in life ; and, finally, had prepared myfelf to”

meet, without fhrinking, whatever misfortunes might

yetibe in-ftore for mc,-or whatever cruelties the

barbarous difpofition:or wicked policy of the Tyrant

might think proper to inflict.

‘Onentering; we found the Jemadar in full Durbar.*
He was then occupied with the reading of difpatches,

and in tranfacting other public bufineis. — We -were

placed direétly oppofite to-him, where we ftood for”
: if;-during which. time he never-calt hi

eyes towards us-: butwhenat lait he had coneluded

the:bufinefs, in whichshe was engaged, and deigaed:to

look. at us; we were ordered to proftrate ourfelves

before him z the Lafcars immediately obeyed’ the:

erder,-and threw ‘themfelves on the ground 5 but I
contented. myfelf with making a falam; in’ which

poor Mr. Hatt, who knew not the Eaftern manner

as I'did, followed my. example.

As foon as this ceremony was over, the Jemadar

(svho-was- no. other “man than the famous: Hyar-

Sass that has made fome noife in the hiftory feet

* Court,
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war) beganto queftion me. He defired to know,

who Iwas ?—what my profeflion was ?—what- was

the caufe and manner of my approaching the country

—of Hyper Anyi ?—To-all thofe queftions I gave

~ anfwers that feemed to fatisfy him. He then afked

me, what news I had brought with me from Europe?
— inquired into the ftate of the army, and number

of recruits difpatched in the thips of that feafon—was

minute and circumftantial in his queftions refpeéting

the nature and fuccefs of the war in Europe—and

examined me clofely, touching the refources.of-the
Eaft India Company. I faw his drift, and-was

cautious and circumfpect in my anfwers, andat the —

fame time contrived to {peak with an air of candour

that in fome fort fatisfied him.. _ gas

Having exhaulted his-whole ftring of queftions,

he. turned the difcourfe to another {ubjeG&—no lefs

than his great and puiffant Lord.aed Matter, Hyper,
= of whom he had endeavoured to imprefs me with a

~ great, if not terrible idea—amplifying his power, his
wealth, and.the extent and opulence of hisdomin-

jons—and defcribing to me; in the moft exaggerated~

terms, the number of his troops—his military talents.

~~ his vait, and, according to his account, unrivalled

genius—his amazing abilities in conquering and

governing Nations—and, above all, his many-ami-=
able qualities, and fplendid endowments of heart, n0

lefs than underftanding.

Having thus, with equal -zeal and fidelity, en-

deavoured. to imprefs-me with veneration for his
Lord and Mafter, and for that-purpofe attributed to

him every perfeétion that may be fuppofed to be divi-

ded among all the Kings and Generals that have

lived fince the birth of Currst, and given each
their due, he turned to the Englith Gover

and endeavoured to demonftrate to me the tly ad
inutility of ovr attempting to refit his pro:

; Ww
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which he compared to that of the fea; to a tempeft,

toa torrent, tova lion’s paceand fury—to every thing

that an Eaftern imagination could fuggeft as a figure

proper to exemplify grandeur and irrefiftible power.

He then vaunted of his Sovertign’s fuccefles over

the Englifh, fome of which I had not heard of be-

fore, and did not believe ; and concluded by affuring

me, that ic was Hyper’s determination to drive all

Europeans from Indoftan, which he averred he could

not fail to do, confidering the weaknefs of the one,

and boundlefs power of the other. This part of

Hyar Saute’s difcourfe is well worth your remem-

bering, as it will ferve to make a very diverting co!

traft with his fubfequent conduct. 2 a

After having expended near half an. hour in this

manner, he called upon me to come over near him,
and caufed me to feat myfelf upon a mat with a pillow

to lean upon—encouraged me, by every means he,

could, by the moft gentle accents, and the moft

foothing, mollifying language, to {peak to him with-
out the leaft referve—exhorted me to tell him the

truth in every thing we {poke of—and hinted to me,

that my falling into his hands might turn out the moft

fortunate event of my life. Stas ot

T was at 2 lofs to what motive to attribute all thofe —
fingular marks of indulgence 5 but found that he had

learned whofe fon I was, and knew my father by
reputation from the prifoners, our Sepoys, who were

now prifoners at large here: and as rank and office

are the chief recommendation in the Eaft, as well as

elfwhere, or rather much more than any where elfe,
the fagacious Hyat Saiz found many claims to —

efteem and humanity in me as the fon of a Colonel —

Campnett, which he never would have found am

me had I been the fon of a plain humble farmer

tradefman in England.



hour’s audience, in which” Hyar®

favour, confidering my fituation, he difmiffed meTM
y the ceremony of beetle-nut,* rofe-water, and:

ther compliments, which are in that.country held-
he “ftrongeft marks of politenefs, refpeét, and

will = > : :

‘Leaving the Darbar; Fwas ledto the inner fort-or

citadel : and the officious zealof thofe about me; un-

_ willing to-let me remain ignorant of that which they

_ conceived to be a moft fortunate turn in my affairs,”

gave the coup de grace to my miferies as T went along,

by congratulating me onthe favourable opinion which
the Jemadar had formed of me, and intimating atthe

fame time that I-would foon be honour ith arele

: (pectable command in Hyper’s fervice.

ES -IfI was miferable bi fore, this intimation entirely

= deftroyedithe lat recifiane ofpeace or hope. I was
- . determined todie a thoufand deaths fooner than ferve

ate hoftile to Great Britain—but ftill more a

Tyrant, whofe country, nature + tinciples I de-
tefted, and could never think oF mato he gree
horror ; and I judged, that if fuch an offer fhould be

made, and I refufed it, my life would fall a facrifice”

totheir rage and difappointment, or at leait I fhould

live a life ofimprifonment, and never more behold >
country, family, friends, connections, or any thing

that I valued in life. <e

* That night the Jemadar fent me an excellent fap"

per, of not lefs than fixdifhes, from his own table”

and although Thad been fo long famithing wich the

want of wholefome food, the idea of being enlifted

~ Ganrp treated me wich diitinguithed marks of his’

in the fervice of Hypex ftruck me with fuch horror, s

4that J loft all appetite, and was fcarcely able toveat z

* An aromatic nut which the Eaft Indians chew ; itis

. aitringent, and confidered by them a great reftorative. = 1

riignehfule =
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mouthful. _Mr. Hatt andI, however, were fepera-
ted from the Lafcars, who were releafed and forced to

work.

Notwithftanding the favourable intentions mani-
fefted towards me by the Jemadar, as Ihave already

mentioned, no mark of it whatfoever appeared in
ourlodging. This confifted of a fmall place, exactly
the fize of our length and breath, in the zig-zag: of
one of the gates of the citadel : it was openin front;
but covered with a kind ofa fhed on the top ; and a

number of other prifoners were about us: ¢ach of us

was allowed a mat and pillow, and this formed the
whole of our local accommodations. _ Upon my re-.

marking it, we were told, that in conformity to the
cuftom of the Circar,* we mutt be treated fo for fome.
time, but that our accommodations would afterwards
be extended; and made more agreeable to our wifhes:
even. this. was better than .our fituation fince we
landed. 3 fe

In addition to this luxury, we were allowed to the
value of four pence halfpenny a day for our mainte-
nance ; anda guard of Sepoys was put over us and a
few more prifoners, one of whom was directed to go

and purchafe our victuals, and do fuch like offices
for us. :

This guard was changed every week—a ftrong

“mark of the fufpicious and wary tempers of thofe
-people, who could fear intrigues and cabals between
wretched prifoners like us and their foldiers. :

In two or three days after this, Hyat Saute fent
for me, treated me with great kindnefs, gave me _
fome tea, and furnifhed me with two or three fhirts, —

an old coat, and two pairs of breeches, which were

ftripped from the dead bodies that were thrown —

afhore from the wreck—every thing that was faved

* Country or Province. Apa
~ froth
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from it being fent to Biddanore. At this interview

the articles already mentioned, thirty rupees—and,”

upon my going away, told me that in a few-days a

very flattering propofal would be made to. me, and

that my fituation would be rendered not only com-

fortable, but enviable. ‘

Iris impoffible for me to exprefs to you, my dear

Frepericx! the horror I felt at the idea of this
intended propofal—for I knew but too well what it
meant. It was the: fource of bitter mifery to my

mind: neverthelefs, I determined to~ refift every

effort that fhould be made, whether blandifhment,

intreaty, or menace—to lay down my life itfelf,
though in obfcurity, with honour—and to carry

along with me, go where I would, the confcioufnels

of having done my duty.

Thave in the courfe of my life met with many

people, who, undef the plaufible pretext of liberality
and greatnefs of mind, have called themfelves citi-
zens of the world, and declared that the country

where. they lived, be that what country it might,

was their’s, and demanded their allegiance and pro-

te€tion: but I have always fhrewdly fufpected, that

fuch men aét from a-confcioufnefs of being outcafts —
of their own country—and, fcorned and rejeéted by
their fellow-citizens, would retaliate by affecting to.

deny their natural attachment. There are men who~
neither love father, mother, fifter, brother, or con=

nection: fuch, however, are, thank Gop! very

thinly fown in this world; but, except it be a few’

fuch unnatural people, J am convinced that there is

no one whofe heart does not confefs the patriotic

paffion, and burn with a flame, more or lefs ardent,

of love for his country. My predileétions th tway
are naturally ftrong, and J am now happy to-rell
that I evinced them by the moft unequivocal prools:
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had I not, 1 were indeed, in my own opinion, fit
for any punifhment, however ignominious; and to
all fuch as lift their arms againft their country, as to

Parricides, I will fay, in the words of the poet,

« Never pray more—abandon all remorfe :

«€ On horror’s head, horrors accumulate ;

«© Do deeds to make Heaven weep—all earth amaz’d ;

* «« For nothing can’ft thou to damnation add,

«© Greater than that.’?

LETTER L.

ON the evening of chat day on which the
Jemadar Hyar Saurp had honoured me with an

audience, given me clothes and money, and inform-

ed me that a propofal, which he called flattering,
would be made to me, I was fent for to attend, not

atthe Darbar, but ac the houfe of a man high in

office s Lexpected to meet Hvar Sanrs him
felf, and trembied at the thoughts of his expected
propofition, I was furprifed, and indeed pleafed, to
find that it was with one of his people only I was to

havea conference. This man, whofe name I now

forget, received me with great kindnefs, encouraged _

me, made me fic down with him, and began to fpeak —
of Hyat Sani, whom he extolled to the fkies, as
a perfon endowed wich every great and: amiable

© qualitys informing meat the fame time, that he

-was poffefied of the friendfhip and confidence is.

mafter, HypeR-Axtr, in a greater degree th

other perfon—Trrroo Sant, his own fon,
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of on
ying, that he was born a Gentoo prince, ~

eof the provinces of the Malabar coaft, which

“had fallen beneath the irrefiftible arms of Hyper,

and had been by him annexed to the vaft Myforean

Empire. Hyar, he faidy was then only a boy of

eleven or twelve years of age, of a moft promifing
‘genius, and a quicknefs of mind unufuaily met with

‘in Ofe of thofe tender years. Hyper, who was in

ali(refpesz1 man of unrivalled penetration, thought
he faw in theboy that which, if properly cultivated,

would turn out of vaft ufe to a ftate; and as, in
all Mahomedan governments, unconneéted, ifolated
boys, oft-times flaves, are bred up in the feraglio

to fucceed to the great offices of the ftate, Hyper

adopted the boy, had him made a Mahomedan,
and, in faét, treated him as if he had been the iffue

.of his own loins, and-brought him up with all the

affe€tion and tendernefs of a fond parent. Iam the

“more particular in ftating this part of Hyar’s hi
, uu, as fome refpectable hiftorians, deceived

‘by erroneous report, have faid that he was the illegi-

timate offspring of Hyper. The fultan, however,
was not difappointed in the expeétations he had

- formed; for Hyar Sante had, in zeal, fidelity
and attachment, as well as in intellectual faculties

and talents for governing, even furpafied the warme

_ hopes of his mafter. F5>

Piaring given me this concife account of the
Jemadar, he proceeded to inform me, that the

» Arcot Sepoys, whom I have before mentioned to”

you, had difcovered to Hvar SaniB

given him a full account of my family, a
him that I had commanded a regiment y
the fervice of the Nabob of’Arcot, toget canta
corps of infantry and artillery atcached. t6! iS ‘ih
confequence of this report, Hyat Sania,—
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had interfted himfelf very warmly in my favour, and
exprefied an anxious defire to render me a fervice.

Thus far the difcourfe pleafed me. othing was
faid in it to give me alarm; on the contrary, Tin-
dulged a hope, that, knowing my rank, and. the
rank of my father, he would no longer ‘entertain @
hope of my entering into the fervice of Ayosr,
and, for the time I was to be imprifoned, er
with fuitable indulgence. Bur I flattered myfelf too”
foon; of, a8 the old faying is, “reckoned without

my holt
When he had finithed his hiftory of Hyar Saxe,

which he overcharged with fulfome panegyric, he
told me, with a face full of that triumphant impor-
tance which one who thinks he is conferring a great
favour generally affuthes, that it was the intention
of Hvar Sauipy for and on behalf of his mafter the
Sultan, to give me the command of five thoufand
men—an offer which he fuppofed I could not think »
of declining, and therefore expected no othér anfwer
but a profufion of thanks, and ftrong manifeftations”
Of joy on my part. 1 cae

It is not poffible for me to defcribe'to y« dif
va this formal propofal, or pourtray to you the —

ef

r tions that took pofleffion of my breatt,
sntment had its fhate—the pride-of the foldier,

hot unaccompanied with the pride of family and
tank, while it urged me to fpurn from me fuch a
bafe accommodation; made me confider the offer as
a great infult. I therefore paufed a little, to fup- =

prefs my feelings ; and then told him my firm re- *
folution, never to accept of fuchia/propofal; and
upon his expreffing great aftonifhment at my declin-_

~ ing a ftation fo fraught with advantage, I laid down,
in the beft mannér F could, my reafons; and I
fay, that he liftened to all the objeétions If

: x
a" a
a

y< eae
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gre at patience 5 but, in the conclufion, faid he
Tittle doubt of finding means to overcome my

2 reluctance. ~
He difmiffed me for the prefent, and J returned

to. my prifon, where Trelated to my companion;
Mr. Hatt, every thing that paficd between us:

~ we canvaffed the matter fully; and he agreed with
me, that it was likely to turn out a moft dreadful
and cruel perfecution. It was on this occafion that

I firft felt the truth of the principle, that perfecution

never fails to be fubverfive of its own end, and to

promote that which it is intended to deftroy. There

is, in the human mind, an innite abhorrence of com-
pulfion; and perfecution always gives new ftrength
and elafticity to che foul; and at laft, when. {trained
to its utmoft extent, makes man furmount difficul-
ties which. at firft feem to be beyond the reach of
humanity. :

Piqued by the idea of perfecution, I began to

feel a degree of enthufiafm which I was before 4

ftranger to: 1 looked» forward, -with > a kind of
gloomy pleafure, to the miferies that brutal tyranny

might inflict upon me, even to death itfelf; and al-
ready began to indulge the exultation of martyrdom.

“No,” faid I, «my dear Haut! never. will Itar
nifh the charaéter of a Britifh foldier—never will!
difgrace my blood or my profeffion—never fhall an
aét of mine fully the pure fame of my revered father”

—never fhall any fufferings of mine, however poig-
nant, or. worldly advantage, however fedutive,
tempt me to, do that which his noble fpirit would
regard with horror or contempt. I may, and fore-
fee I mutt be miferable ; but I never will be bafe or
degenerate!” Indeed, I had wrought myfelfup 9”

fuch a pitch of firmnefs, that I am perfuaded the

moft exquifite and refined cruelties which jthe,!
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genuity of an Iroquois Indian could have inflited

on my body, would have been utterly incapable of
bending the ftubborn temper of my mind.

The place in which we were lodged was fituated

ina way not very favourable to our feelings. ~ Juft

within fight of it, the commandant of the citadel

held a court—by him yclep’d ‘a court’ of juftice—

where the moft fhocking, barbarous cruelties were

hourly exercifed—moft of them for the purpofe of

extorting money, and compelling the difcovery of
hidden, or fuppofitious hidden treafures. Indeed, five

fixths of thofe who fuffered were of this defcription 5

and the procefs purfued was as artful as barbarous:
they firft began with careffes, then proceeded to-ex=
amination and croff-examination, thence to threats,

thence to punifhment, and, finally, to the moft

cruel tortures.

Directly oppofite to us, was imprifoned an un-

fortunate perfon, who had for years been a clofe
captive, and the fport and fubject of thofe enormi-+

ties. He was a man once of the higheft rank in the

country where now he was a prifoner: for a feries of

years he had been governor and fole manager of the

whole province of Bidanore. This was during the

ign of the laft Rana, or Queen, whofe family had

fovereigns of the country for time immemorial,

till Hyper made a conquelt’ of, and annexed ir to

his. other ufurpations. Unfortunately for him,’ he

was fuppofed to have amaffed and fecreted enormous

treafures, in confequence of which he had already

undergone the fiery ordeal of torture feveral times.

He was fuppofed to have produced, from firft to

laft, about. fifteen lacks of pagodas; and then, in

the courfe of eighteen months, was degraded gra-

dually, from the high refpeét in which he was at

held, down to a moft abject ftate—threatened,-

ged, punifhed in a variety of ways, and,

x2 i
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to thé moft cruel tortures. I my{elf faw him tieated
with the higheft degree of refpect, and afterwards

brought to the loweft flage of mifery and humilia=

tion. “One thing, however, I muft not forget, is

the fortitude with which he and all of them bore,
their punifhment: it was truly heroic—indeed, be-

yond all belief. Nothing could furpafs. ic, except

the {kill and inventive ingenuity which the barba-
rians exhibited in ftriking out new modes of torture.
My foul fickened with horror at the fight: the
amiable Hatt could worfe fupport it than his own
miferies, and loft all that fortitude, in his feeling
for others’ misfortunes, which he difplayed in. fo
unbounded a fhare in his own: and often, very
often, we found the rigour and feverity of our own
fituation utterly forgotten in our anguifh and fym-
pathy for the fufferings of others: Never fhall I for-
Setit: never fhall I think without horror of the’ac-

eurfed policy and wicked tyranny of the Eaftern 902
: vernments, where every fenfe of humanity is extn? ~

“guithed, and man, more mercilefs than the tigets
: riots in the blood of his fellow-creatures without

eaufe, —- & ’
= Mr. Hatt, notwithftanding the various fufferings
; both of mind and body which he had undergone;

began to recruir, and get_a little better; and this
eircumftance, of itfelf, difflfed a flow of fpirits over
me that contributed to my fupport. We confoled
each other by every means we could devife—fome+
times indulging in-all the luxury of woe—fometimes
rallying each other, and, with ill-diffembled fpright? _
Tinels, calling on the goddefs Evp4rosywt to com
with her “ guirps and cranks, and wreathed fmiles?”
but, alas! the mountain nymph, fweet De x
was far away, and the goddefs fhunnéd our abo
We however began to conceive that we might form —
a fyflem for our relief, and by a methodical arrange-

‘ amienty"*
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ment, entrench ourfelves from the affaults of grief;
to this end, we formed feveral refolutions, and en-

tered into certain engagements—fuch as,, never to

repine at our fate, if we could—to draw confolation
from the more dreadful lot of others, if we could ;

—and to encourage hope—hope that comes to all;

and, on the whole; to confine our~converfation as

much as poffible to fubjeéts of an agreeable nature :

but thefe, like many other rules which we Jay down
for the condué of life, were often broken by necef-

fity, and left us to regret the fallibility of all human
precautionary fyftems,

The youth and ftrength of Mr. Harz was to the

full as adequate as mine to the fupport of any per-

fonal hardfhip : his intelle€tual powers were excel~

lent, his temper incomparable, and his fortitude

unparalleled ; yet could I fee, that fomething more

than‘appeared upon the furface wrought within. him,

and gnawed his heart with hidden pain. United ag
we were by fentiment, as well as by parity of fuffer:

ing, I felt for him too deeply, not to have an. inz

terefting curiofity to know what it was-that preyed

upon his mind: we had now been, months together;

fellow-fuferers; and I thought my(elf not without

fome.claim to his confidence—I told him fo, and

defired him to impart to-me his flory; which he;
with his accuftomed fuavity and _condefcenfion,

agreed to—affuring me that it was not fuch a ftory as

could requite the trouble of hearing it, or interelt

any one but himfelf, or fome very warm friend ins
deed: fuch, “~however, he added, he took meto be;

and, as fuch, would tceH it tome. I think it, how

ever, worth relating, and will give it to you in: his
own words; and, though it be veryfhort, muft defer —_

the relation to-enother letter. z a

= ; x3
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LETTER IL

Ma. Hart having, as I told you in my
laft, obligingly agreed to favour me with a rela-

tion of his ftory, I now give it to you as nearly

in his own words as I can remember them. He

proceeded thus : =

«© Although you are now, my dear friend ! a wit-

nefs to my being the moft perfeétly wretched of all

created beings, yet the time is not long paft when for-
tune fmiled upon and gave me promife of as much
chappinefs as Man in this wretched vale of tears is al-
lowed by his circumfcribed nature to hope for. I have

feen the time, when each revolving fun rofe to

ufher me to a day ofjoy, and fet to confign me to a

night of undifturbed repofe—when the bounties of

Nature, and the productions of Art, were poured

with the profufion of fond paternal affection into

my lap—when troops of friends hailed my rifing

profpects—when health and peace made this perfon

their uninterrupted abode—and when the moft be-

nignant love that ever blefled.a mortal filled -up the

meafure of my blifs. Yes, Campseut ! it was once

my happinefs, though now, alas ! the fource of
poignant mifery, to be bleffed with the beft parents

that ever watched over the welfare of a child—with

friends, too, who loved me, and whom my jheart

cherifhed—and—O God ! do I think of herpianth
yet retain my fenfes—with the affections of nae :
4 . me Sse
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lady, than whom providence, in the: fullnefs of its

power and bounty to mankind, never formed one

more lovely, one more angelic in: perfon, more

heavenly in difpofition, more rich in intellectual
endowments. -Alas ! my friend, will-you, can you

pardon thofe warm ebullitions of a fond paffion ?
will you fora moment enter into my feelings, and:

make allowance forthofe tranfports ? But how can

you? Your fiiendfhip and pity may indeed induce

you to excufe this interruption ; but, to ympathife
truly, and feel as I feel, you muft have known the
charming girl herfelf.
“My father; though he did not move in the very.

firft walk of life, held the rank of a Gentleman by

birth and education, and was refpettable, not only as

a man of confiderable property, but as a perfon who

knew how to turn the gifts of fortune to their beft

account : he was generous without prodigality, and.
charitable without oftentation : he was allowed by all
who knew him to be the moft tender of hufbands—

the moft zealous and fincere of friends 5. and Ican

bear witnefs to his being the beft of parents. As

long as I can remember to have been able. to make

a remark, the tendernefs of both my father and
mother knew no bounds: I feemed to occupy all

their thoughts, all their attention 5 and ina few years,
as Ithank God Inever made an unfuitable return for

their affection, it increafed to fucha degree, that

their exiftence feemed to hang upon mine.

<. To make as much of a child fo beloved as his

natural talents would allow, no expence was fpared.
in“my education : from: childhood, every inftruc-

tion that money could purchafe, and every allure=

ment to learn that. fondnefs could fuggeft, were

beftowed upon me ;_ while my beloved father tracing”
the advances I made with the magnifying ey Foe

X4 hte
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affe€tion,. would: hang over me in rapture, and
enjoy by anticipation the fame and honours that,

everweening fondnefs fuggefted to him, muft one

> day furround me... Thefe prejudices, my dear friend !

arifing from the exces of natural affection, are ex-
cufeable, if not amiable, and deferve a better fate
than difappointment, Alas ! my honoured father,
you little knew—and, oh! may you never know,
what fort of fame, what fort of honours, await your
child !_ May the anguifh he endures, and his moft
calamitious fate, never reach your ears !—for, too
well Iknow, “twould give a deadly wrench to your

heart, and precipitate you untimely to your grave.
““ Thus years rolled on ; during’ which, time

feemed to have added new wings to his flight, fo
quickly did they pafs.. Unmarked by any of thofe
finifter events that parcel out: the time in weary
ftages to the unfortunate, it flid on unperceived 5
and an enlargement in my fize, and an increafe of
knowledge, were all Ihad to inform me that eighteen
Years had paffed away.

** It was at this time that I firft found the fmooth
current_of my tranquillity interrupted, and the tide
of my feelings fwelled and agitated, by the acceffion
of new ftreams of fenfation—In fhort 1 became a
flave to the delicious pains of Love; and, after
having borne them in concealment for a long time,
at length collected courage to declare it. Franknefs
and candour were among the virtues of my beloved =
fhe liftened to the proteftations of affeétion, and,
rifing above the little arts of her fex, avowed a
Feciprocal attachment. The meafure of my blifs
feerfled now to be full ; the purity of my paflion
was fuch, that the thoughts of the groffer animal
defires never once occured ; and happy in loying,
and being beloved, we paffed our time in all fe
rocent blandifhments which truly virtuous | a
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fpires, without our imagination reaming even for an

inftant into the wilds of fenfuality. "
“As I was to inherit a genteel, independent

fortune, my father propofed to breed mé~up ‘toa
Jearned profeffion—the Law; rather to invigorate
and exercife my-intelleéts, and asa ftép to rank in

the ‘ftate, than for mere lucrative purpofes. I was
put to one of the univerfities, with an allowance

fuited to his intentions towards me ; and was imme=
diately to have been‘fent to travel for my further im-

provement, when an unforefeen accident happened,
which immediately crufhed all my fathers Views,
dafhed the cup of happinefs from my lips, and brought
me ultimately to that deplorable ftate in which you

have now the misfortune to be joined along with me.
It was but a few months antecedent to my

embarking for the eaftern world,, that my father,

whom I had for fome time with forrow obferved
thoughtful, ftudious and melancholy, took me into
his ftudy, and, feizing my hand, and looking ear-
nefty into my face, while his countenance betrayed
the violent agitation of his mind, afked me empha=
tically, if Ithought I had fortitude to bear the great-
eft poffible calamity? I was horror-ftruck’ at his

emotion, accompanied by fuch a queftion—but re-

plied, I hoped Thad. He then afked me if I had
affection enough for him to forgive him if he was the

caufe of it? I anfwered, that the idea conneéted

with the word fergivene/s, was that which I could ne-

ver be brought by any earthly circumftance to apply

to my father ; but begged him at once todifclofe the
worft to me—as, be it whatit might, my mifery could

not furpafs what I then felt from the myfterious man-

ner in which he then fpoke.

“« He then told me-that he was an undone m:

that he had, with the very beft intentions, and

the view of aggrandizing me, engaged ing
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important fpeculations, which, had they fucceeded,
would have given us a princely fortune—but, having

turned out, unfortunately, the reverfe, had left him

Title above begeaty. He added, that he had not

the refolution to communicate his lofiés to me, until

neceflity compelled him to tell me all the truth.

«< Although this. was a fevere fhock to me, I en-

‘deavoured to conceal,my feelings from my. father,

on whofe account, more than on my own, Iwas af-

feted, and pretended to make as light of it as fo
very important'a misfortune would juttify ; and I had

the happinefs to perceive that the worthy man‘ took
fome comfort from my fuppofed’ indifference. I
conjured him not to let fo.very trivial a ching as the

lofs of property, which could be repaired, break in

on his peace of mindor health, which could not;
and obferved to him, that we had all of us ftill
enough—for that my private property (which J pof-
feffed independent of him, and which a relation left
me) would amply fupply all our neceffities.

. § Having thus endeavoured to accommodate my
unhappy father’s feelings to his lofies, I had yet to
accommodate my own ; and began to revolve in my

mind what was likely to enfue fon and what ftep
was molt proper to be taken, in this dreadful change
of circumftances. That which lay neareft my heart
firt occurred ;—you will readily guefs that I mean
my love ; to. involve her I loved more, far more,

than my life, in the misfortunes of my family, was
too horrible a confideration to. be outweighed even

by the dread of lofing her, I knew not what to do,
and Pthought upon ir till I became almoft enfrenzied

—In this ftate I went to her, and unfolded the whole
flare of our concerns, together with. my refolution
not ‘to involve-her in.our ruin ;—when—can you rbe-_
lieve it 2—the lovely girl infifted on making oa

ne
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fmalleft apprehenfion lapfe of time or change of cir-

cumftance could make an alteration in our affection,

but that the withed to give my mind that repofe which
I might derive from fecurity. This 1 would by no

means accede to ; and, for the prefent, we contented

ourfelves with mutual vows of eternal fidelity.

As foon as I thought my father’s mind fit for

fuch a converfation, L opened to hima plan [had

formed of coming to India, to advance my fortune.

His underftanding approved of it, but his heart dif-

fented ; and he faid, that to part with me would give

the finifhing ftroke to his misfortunes: but, as my

intereft was tolerably good, I reprefented to him the
great likelifhood I had of fuccefs ; and at laft, with

fome difficulty, he confented. :
« My next ftep was to acquaint Mifs

with my refolution. I purpofely pafs over a meeting

which no power of language can deferibe !—then

how canI?—Oh! Campsect, the remembrance of

it gnaws me like a vulture here,” (and he put his

hand upon his heart, while the tears rolled down his

cheeks), ‘ and will foon, foon bring me to my end.

“ Nor to detain you with vain efforts to defcribe

all our feelings, I will confine myfelf to telling you,

that after having made every neceffary preparation,

and divided with my much hohoured parents the little.
property I poffeffed, I fec fail for India, in a ftate of

mind compared with which the horrors of annibila-

tion would have been enviable: the chaos in my

thoughts made me infenfible to every object but one;

and I brooded with a fort of fupid, gloomy indulg-

ence, over the portrait of Mifs » which hung

round my neck, and was my infeperable companion;

till the people who feized me as I came afhore ee

dered me of it, and thereby deprived me of the la!

refuge for comfort I had left. Oh! monfters! (bar—_

barians! had you glutted your favage fury byidiffe="
vering,
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vering my limbs, one after another, from my body,
_ + jp would have been mercy, compared with depriving

“that little image of her I love! But it is: all

over, and J fhall foon fipk into the grave, end never

more be bleffed with the view of chofe heavenly fea~
tures, till we meet in that region where all tears are

wiped away, and where, Terai, we fhall be joined

together far endlefs ages, in eternal, never-fading
blifs!”” Es

¥

LETTER LE

i «ON -the day fucceeding: that cn which the
agent of Hyar Sante had held the difcourfe with

me; mentioned in my laft lecter but one, I was again

fent for, and brought to the fame perfon, who afked

-me, whether I had duly confidered of the important

offer made me by Hyar Saunis,-and of the confe-.

quences likely to refult from a refufal? and he ap-

prifed=-me at the fame time; that the command of
five thowfand men was an honour which the firft Ra--

jahs in the Myforcan dominions would grafp at with
tranfport. I told him I was well convinced of the:

honour fuch a command would confer on any man

but an Englifhman, whofe country being the obje@

of Hyper’sinceffant holtiliry, would make the ac=

ceptance of irinfamy—that although: I knew there

were but too masy Englifhmen: apoftates: to geheit.

country,t hoped. there-were-but few to be fe

India willing to accepref-any emoluments,

‘Centre for the Ril
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great, or any temptations, ‘however {pecious, to fly
from the ftandard of their country, and tally: round
that of its bittereft enemy—thac, for my own part,
being ofa name ever foremoft in the ranks of loyalty
and patriotifm, and of a family that had hitherto de-
traéted nothing from the honours of that namé, fauch
an act of apoitacy would. be peculiarly infamous in
me, and I could view it in no better light than trai
torous and parricidal—that, independent-of all thofe
claims, which were of themfelves fufficient to deter
me, I fele within myfelf a principle, perhaps innate,
perhaps infpired by military habit, that forbade my
acceding—and, finally, appealed to. the good fenfe
of Hyar Sars, whether a man-who in fuch cir-
cumftances had betrayed his country, and facrificed
her interefts to his own convenience, was fuch 4
perfon as confidence could properly be putin.

Notwithftanding thete, and a thoufand’ other re-
mopftrances, which I cannot immediately recolle&,
but which the-hazards of my fituation fuggeftedy he

fill continued ‘to préfs me, and ufed every argu-
ment, every perfuafion, that ingenuity could dictate;
or hints of punifhment enforce, to dhake> my: pur-
pofe—but in vain : attachment to country and family
rofe paramount to all other confideratioass and 1
gave a peremptory, decifive refulal. at

Circumfanced as I was, it was impoffible for me
to keep an accurate journal of the various: ihcidents
that paffed, or viciflitudes of thought that occurred;
during the period of my imprifonment. ‘Indeed, I
was fearcely confcious of the length of my captivity;
and could nor, till I was releafed, determine exadly

how long it had continued. You muft therefore
content yourfelf to be told in general terms, thatd _

was repeatedly urged on the fubject by fair perfieas

fives: they then had-recourfe to menace ; thet
withheld the daily pittance allowed for my fu
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and at Jength proceeded to coercion, tying a rope
round my neck, and hoifting me up to atree. All

this, however, I bore firmly: if ic had any effect,

it was to confirm me in my. refolution, and call in

policy to the aid of honour’s dictates. Every man

of feeling or reafon muft allow, that it was better

to die, than live a life of fubjeétion to tyranny fo

truly diabolical.

Mr. Hatz and I, thus drove to the brink of ex-

_ tinétion, yet confoled ourfelves with the reflection;

that thofe whom moft we loved were not fharing

our unhappy fate, and were fortunately ignorant of
our fufferings ; and as I enjoyed perfeét good health,

hope yet lived within me.

There is a fpring, an clafticity, in every man’s

mind, of which the owner is rarely, very rarely

confcious, becaufe fortunately the occafions feldom

occur in which it can be brought to the proofs for,

as laffitude is the neceffary forerunner of refrefh-

ment, fo is extreme dejection to the moft vigorous

exercife of our fortitude. So I found it: as the hor-

rors of my fituation thickened round me, I felt my

{pirits. increafe; my refolution became more firm,

my hopes more fanguine—I even began to look for-

ward, and form projects for the future : whole hours

amufement, every day and every night, arofe from

the contemplation of my beloved boy ;. I in imagi-

nation traced his growth, directed his rifing fenti-

ments, formed plans for his future fuccefs and prof-
perity, and indulged by anticipation in all the n=
Joyment which I now truft I hall yet have in his

ripened manhood.

Thus we. continued for many months, during

which no alteration whatfoever took place in our

treatment or,fituation. _ We heard a thoufand.€on=

traditory reports of victories gained over chief

lifh, and again of fome fucceffes on their part? theys
HOWEVED 5:
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however, defiftedsto prefs me into their fervice.
The only relief from our fufferings lay in the re-
fources of our own minds, and in our mutual endea-

vours, to pleafe and confole one another: the cir-

cumftances of aggravation were the neceflity of daily

bearing witnefs to the moft barbarous punifhments

infli€ted upon wretched individuals under the fem-
blance of juftice, and the occafional deprivation of

our food, either by the fraud of the fepoys who at-
tended us, or the caprice or cruelty of their fupe=

riors, It is but juftice, however, to fay, that they
were not all alike: fome overflowed. with mercy,

charity, and the milk of human kindnefs; while

others, again, were almoft as bad men as the fo-

*vereigns they ferved. We were notallowed the ufe
of pen, ink, or paper; and very feldom could afford

ourfelves the luxury of fhaving, or clean linen: nor

were we at.all fheltered from the inclemency- of the

weather, till ar length a litcle room. was built for us
of mud, which being fmall and damp, rendered our

fituation worfe than it was before.

The prifoner whom I have already mentioned, as *

having, in the time of the former. fovercign, held

the fir office in Bidanore,. {till continued: oppofite

to me; and he and I at length. began to underftand

each other, and found-means, by looks, figns:and.

geftures, to exchange thoughts, and bold an inter=

courfe of fentiments together. From. the circum-

fiance of his being a native, and better fiilled in the

language than me, he had-much better intelligence
than Lcould poffibly have, and he was always eager,

_ ‘to convey to me any circumftance or news that he

thought might be ‘agreeable: fome meflages alfo

pafled between us,. by means of the fepoys who hade

alternately-been his guard and. mine—tor our guare

were changed every week. i
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Projeéts and hopes of a new kind now began to

intrude themfelves on my thoughts ; and I conceived
‘defign, which I flateered mytfelf was not entirely.

impracticable, to effet an efcape, and even a revolt

inthe place. A variety of circumftances concurred

to perfuade me, that the tyranny of Hyper, and his

fervant Hyar Sautp, was abhorred, though noné

dared to give vent to their fentiments. I thought I

could obferve, that the native prifoner oppofite to

mie was privately beloved, and might, from the re-

colleGtion of his former dignities, have confiderable

influence in the place. Several Arcot fepoys and

their officers (fome of them belonging to my own

regiment) were alfo prifoners at large; end withal I

recollected, that difficulties apparently more ftupend-*
ous had been overcome by Englifhmen—having

often heard it afférted, that there was nota prifon it

the known world out of which a Britifh fubject had
not made his efcape.

_Fraught with thofe conceptions, I attempted to

found the officers of the Arcot Sepoys, whether it

* were not poffible for us to effeét our efcape? So

ardent is the flame of liberty in all men’s breatts, f6

great is the deteftation of human nature to flaverys

that I perceived a manifeft willingnefs in the people

about us to join me in an attempt to procure our

liberty, or bring about a revolt in the garrifon. My
heart beat high with the hope; and-I began to’ flat-

ter myfelf, that the day was not far removed when

we fhould not only bid defiance to our tyrants, but
even make them repent the day on which we were

caft afhore on their coaft:

Having thus diftantly founded all who I thought.
were likely to concur, upon the practicability of thé

attempt, and them, as I conceived, difpofed
to take fhare iff it, it yet remained to col of
the guomedo—and, after having formed the"

ir QWDLRES) a:
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outlines of a plan, to lick it into fhape. The firft

of thefe was a critical confideration: the fecond re-

quired addrefs and management, and was likely to.
be impeded by the vigilance of the people about,

who would not fail to remark, and take the alarm,

from any unufual intercourfe or difcourfe between

us; and without a mutual communication of thoughts,

and full deliberation by ail parties concerned, as

well as knowledge of the fort and its different.gates,

nothing could, with any profpect of fuccefs, be de-

“termined—nothing, without the moft imminent ha-

zard, be attempted. _I therefore held various coun-
“cils with my own mind, and with Mr. Hatt, on

the fubjeét—moft of which were abortive, without

at all difcouraging us.

At laft I began to think of founding the Bidanore

prifoner; ci-devant governor of the place; and de-

termined, if poffible, to bring him into our: conful-

tations, as Thad before hoped to make him a party

in the execution of the projeét : but while I was fet-

tling all this much to my own fatisfaction, an event

occurred which extinguifhed all my hopes in that

way—of which you fhall have an account in my next

letter. seri



WHETHER the plan which I mentioned
in my lait was difcovered or not, or from what other
motive it arofe, I have not to this day been able to

decide; but fo it was, that while my fanguine mind

was overflowing with the hope of carrying my pro-

jeét for an efcape into effect, Mr. Hatz and I were

one day unexpectedly loaded with irons, and faftened

together, leg by leg, by one bolt. This, as nearly

-as I can compute, was four or five months before

‘my releafe. Of all the circumftances of my life, it
has made the ftrongeft impreffion upon my mind :

‘it unexpectedly and fuddenly broke down the moft
pleafing fabric my imagination had ever built. “The

furprife occafioned by the appearance. of the irons,
and the precautionary manner in which it was ua-

dertaken, was indeed great: ftill more was I fur-
prifed to obferve, that the perfon who was em-
ployed to fee this put in execution, manifefted un-

ufual emotions, feemed much affeéted, and even

fhed tears as he looked on: and while the fu
nefs and cautionary mode of doing it convinced me Fe
that fome. refiftance on our part was apprehendedi ~
the forrow which the officer who fuperintended it

difclofed, por ed in my mind a fatal, or at leait
a very-ferio: - ae
Unfortunat peor Mr. Haut had f fone,

time been 1 with a return of his arealta
odie OT AEE: ona
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order, the dyfentery; and our being fhackled to~
gether increafed an unconquerable mortification of

feelings which he had betore undergone, from 2

delicacy. of nature that would have done honour to the

moft modeft virgin, be her fenfibility ever fo ex-

quifite, or her delicacy ever fo extreme—And heres

my dear Freperick!-I cannot let flip this oppor-

tunity of remarking to you, that the man, as well

as the woman, who would render himfelf truly amia-

ble in the eyes of his fellow-creatures, fhould culti-

vate delicacy and modefty, as the moft captivating

‘of all the moral virtues : from them, heroifm derives

additional luftre—wit, ten-fold force—religion and

morality, the charms of perfuafion—and every per-

fonal aétion of the man, irrefiftible dignity and win-

ning grace. From this unlucky event, I received &

temporary depreffion ; and the rapidly increafing ill-

nefs of poor Hai rendered my fituation more than

ever calamitous; when, again, my Jpirits, eagerly

prone to grafp at every thing that gave a momen-

- tary hope of fupport, were a little recruited by con-

fufed rumours of the Engiith army having made a

defeent on the Malabar coaft: and fo powerful is

the influence of mind on the animal fyftem, that Mrs

Hatt enjoyed from the report a momentary alle- —~

viation of his malady.; bur, having no medical af-

fiftance, nor even fufficient fuftenance to further the

favourable operations of nature, he relapfed “again ;

the difeafe. fell upon him with redoubled fury: a

every fcanty portion of boiled rice, with a more

feanty morfel of ftinking falt fifh or putrid fefh,

® was a very inadequate fupport for me, who, though

emaciated, was in health—and- very improper me-—

© dicine fora perfon labouring und ‘malady fuch as ~~

-Mr. Hatw’s, which required comfort, good #
cal -and delicate nutritious food. T!

Ww Hyar Sani had given”
¥2
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‘and. we were not allowed to be fhaved from the hour
we. Were put in irons, an ‘indulgence of that kind

being forbidden by the barbarous rules of the prifon:

and, to refine upon our tortures, fleep, “ the balm

of hurt minds,” was not allowed wus uninterrupted;

for, in conformity. to another regulation, we were

difturbed every half hour by anoife fomething re-

fembling a watchman’s rattle, and a fellow who,

ftriking every part of our irons with a kind of ham-

mer, and examining them left they fhould be cut,

broke in upon that kind reftorative, and awoke our

fouls to freth horrors.

As it muft be much’ more naturally matter of
aftonifhment that any bodily ftrength could fupport

itieif under fuch complicated calamities, than that

infirmity fhould fink beneath them, you will be ra-

» ther grieved than furprifed to hear that poor Mr.

Hfari was now approaching to his end with hourly

accelerated fteps. .Every application that I made in

~his*favour was refufed, or rather treated with cruel

neglect and contemptuous filence ; and’ I forefaw,
with inexprefiible anguifh and indignation, that the

> barbarians would not ‘abate him in his laft minutes
~-one jot of mifery, and that my moft amiable friend

Was fated to expire under every attendant horror

that mere fublunary circumftances could create,

But that pity which the mighty, the powerful and
enlightened denied, natural benevolence operating
upon ‘an uninformed mind, and fcanty means, af-

forded us. Hyar Sante, the powerful, the weal--—
, , thy, the governor of a great and opulent geen

refufed to an expiring fellow-creature a little.cheapTM

relicf—while a poor fepoy taxed his little means to_

fupply it: one who guarded us, of his own ace

_ at hazard of imminent punifhment, purched

lamp and a*little oil, which we burned

few nights. = a

dd,

7 &

Philofophers-~
Une tis
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Philofuphers and divines have declaimed upon the
advantages of a well-fpene life, as felt iz articuia

mortis; and their efforts have had, 1-hope, fome

effe& upon the lives of many. To witnefs one ex-

ample fuch as Mr. Hatt held forth, would be worth

volumes of precepts on this fubje&t. The unfeigned

refignation with which he met-his diifolution, and

the majeftic fortitude with which he tooked in. the

- face the various circumftances of horror thar fur-

~ his death; during which time he held) my

rounded him, rendered him the moft dignified ob-

ject Lever beheld or conceived; and the moft glo-

rious inftance of confcious virtue triumphing over

the terrors of death, and ‘the cunning barbarity of

mankind. Were the progrefs of virtue attended

with pain, andthe practice of vice with-pleafure,

the adoption of the former would be amply repaid

by its foothings in the dreadful moment, even if it

Were to accompany us ho further. About a quarter.

of an hour before he-died, Mr. Hari broached a

moft tender fubjeét. of converfation, which he fol-

lowed up with a feries of obfervations, fo truly re-

fined, fo exquifitely turned, fo delicate and: fo pa-

thetic, that it feemed.almoft the language of inf{pi-

ration, as if, in proportion to the decay of the body,
intellect increafed, and the dying man had become

all mind. Such a converfation I never remembered

to have heard, or heard of. Its effects upon me ~

were wonderful; for, though the combination of

melancholy circumftances attending my now critical

fituation had aimoit raifed my mind to frenzy, the

falutary influence of his words and example -con-
trouled the exceffes of my fenfations; and I met the

afflicting moment of ‘his departure with a degree of

tranquillity, which, though not to be compared to-

his, has on reflection appeared to me attonifh

This converfation continued to the-very inf

and
vg chip

he
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‘clafped in his, frequently enforcing his kind ex-
preffiuns to me with a fqueeze—while my forrow,

~ taking its moft eafy channel, bedewed my face with

tears. As he proceeded, my voice was choaked

with my feclings; and I attempted once or twice in
vain to fpeak. His hand grew cold: he faid his

lower limbs were all-lifelefs, and that he felt death

coming over him with flow creeping fteps—He
again moralized, thanking Gop with pathetic fer-
vour for his great mercy in leaving him his intelleéts
unclouded, and the organ of communication (the
tongue) unenfeebled, that, to the laft, he might

- folace his friend and fellow-fufferer—“ Ah! Camp-
BELL!” continued he, ‘‘ to what a feries of miferies

am I now leaving you! death in fuch circumftances

is a bleffing—I view mine as fuch; and fhould think

it mort. fo, if it contributed, by awakening thofe

people to a fenfe of their cruelty, to foften their

Tigour to you: but cruelty like their’s is fyftematic,
and floops not to the controul of the feelings. Could
Thope that you would yet efcape from their clutches,
and that you would:once more prefs your family to
your bofom, the thought would brighten: ftill: the
moment of our feparation: and, oh! my friend!

could I fill further hope that you would one day fee

my moft beloved and honoured parents, and tell
them of my death without wringing their hearts with
its horrid circumftances, offer them my latt duties,
and tell how I revered them—If, too, you could fee

my- , and tell her how far, far more dear
than———!”” Here he turned his eyes toward the

Jamp, then faintly on me—made a convulfive effort -

to fqueeze my hand—cried out, “ Campzety! oh,
Campuett! the lamp is going out!” and expired

without a groan. E

* The recital of this afflicting event has calle:

poy fancy fo lively a picture of,the feene.as i E
4 < 5 = MEQ oi



ACCOUNT OF HYDER ALLI, 343.

with all its horrors—horrors which outftrip all €ffores

of defcription, and baffle all power of language—

that my feelings are in part renewed, and I fiad my-

felf incapable of proceeding further at prefent.

LET FER “Lv.

* For fome time I. was loft in erief for the’
death of Mr. Hat. Though I had long expected

it, and might confequently be fuppofed to have

wafted great part of my forrow in anticipation; yet,

having only confidéred and fele the point before his

death merely as it refpected him and his misfortunes,

a great portion of the calamity yet remained uncon=

ceived; and, now that he was dead, I began for the

firft time to confider and feel the fubje&t as it con-

cerned myfelf.. Refieétion told me, that he was

happily relieved from woe, and ina ftate of blifs—

<< After life’s fitfal fever, he fleeps well; 5
“« — Nor fteel nor poifon,
«© Malice domettic, foreign leey—nothing

** Can touch him farcher !”?

‘But I ftill remained a prey to perhaps new barba-
rities, without hope of relief from the old. No part-

ner to fhare, no focial converte to alleviate, no friend

to confole me under my affliétions, I looked at the
body of my friend with envy, and lamented ‘that

death had not afforded me, too, 2 fhelter from th
cruelties which fate feemed determined to heap ups

me,

Yq
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It is impoffible for me to exprefs to you the agonies

of mind I underwent during the reft of the night. “In

the morning a report was made to the commandant,
of the death of Mr. Haxx; and in about an hour

after, he paffed me by, but kept his face purpofely
turned away from me tothe other fide. I patiently

waited for the removal of the dead body till the even-
ing, when I defired the Sepoys who guarded me to
apply for its being removed. ‘They returned, and
told me that they could get no anfwer refpecting it.

Night came on, but there was no appearance of an
intention to unfetter me from the corpfe. The com-
mandant was fitting in his court, adminiftering, in _
the manner I have before defcribed, ju/lice! 1 called
out to him myfelf with all my might, but could get

no anfwer from him. Nothing could equal my rage
and confternation; for, exclufive of the painful idea
of being thackled to the dead body of a friend I loved,
another circumftance contributed to make it a ferious
fubjeé of horror." In thofe climates the weather is _
fo intenfely hot, that putrefaction almoft inftantly
fucceeds death, and meat that is killed in the morn-
ing, and kept in the fhade, will be unfit for dreffing
at night. Ina fubje@, then, on which putrefaction
had made advances even before death, and which
remained expofed to the open air, the procefs muft
have been much more rapid. So far, however, from
sompaffionating my fituation, or indulging me by a
removal of the body, their barbarity fuggefted to
them to make it an inftrument of punifhment ; and
they pertinacioufly adhered to the moft mortifying
Blence and difregard of my complaints. For feveral
days and nights it remained attached to me by the
irons. i grew almoft diftrated—withed ee ;
means of putting an end to my miferies b ,and ‘could not move without ena digeole
Rage of putrefcence it attained, or breathe “without

E sae eae inhaling
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inhaling the putred effluvia that arofe from it—while

myriads of fies and loathfome infects re fted-on it,

the former of which every now and then vifited me,

crawling. over my face and hands, and lighting in

hundreds on my viétuals. I never look back at this
crifis without confufion, horror, and even aftonifh-

ment; and, were it not conneéted with a chain of

events preceding and fubfequent to it, too well known

by refpectable people to be doubted, and too much

interwoven with a part of the hiftory of the laft war

in India to admit of a doubt, I fhould not only be

afraid to’ tell, but abfolutely doubt myfelf whether

the whole was not the illufion of a dream, rather than

credit the poffibility of my enduring fuch unheard of

hardfhips without lofs of life or deprivation of fenfes.

© At laft, when the body had reached that fhocking

doathfome ftate of putrefaction which threatened that

further delay would render removal abominable, if

not impoflible, the monfters agreed to take it away

from me—and I was fo far relieved: but the morti-

fication and injury I underwent from it, joined to the

agitation of the preceding week, made a vifible in- —

road on my health. JI totally loft: my 4pirits; my

appetite entirely_forfook me: my long-nourithed

hopes fled ; and I looked forward to death as the

only defirable event that was within the verge of

likelihood or poffibility. <i rig

One day, my oppofite friend (the native prifoner)

gave me a look of the moft interefting and encou-_

raging kind; and I perceived a more than ufual buf- _

tle in the citadel, while the fepoys informed me that =~

they were ordered on immediate fervice, and that
fome events of great importance had taken place. _

>From this feeble gleam, my mind, naturally active,

though depreffed by circumitances of unufual weight,

again took fire, and-hope brightened with aki
gloody light the profpect before me: I re:

=



346 ACCOUNT OF HXDER ALLL!

thoufand things, and drew from them a thoufand fur-
-qifes; but all as yet was only conjecture with me.

day or two, the buftle increafed to a high pitch,

ompanied with marks of confternation: the whole

of the troops in the citadel were ordered to march;
and the commandant, and aman with ahammar and

-inftruments, came to take off my irons.
- While they were at work taking off my irons, I

perceived they were taking off thofe of the native pri-

foner oppofite to me alio. He went away under a

guard > welooked at each other complacently, nod-
‘ded and fmiled, as who fhould fay, “ we hope to
fee one another in happier times not far diftant.”
But, alas! vain dre human hopes, and fhort and 4

dark is the extent of our utmost forefight ! This un-
happy man, without committing any fort of offence:

to merit it, but in conformity to the damnable, bar-
barous policy of thofe countries, was, by the Jema-

dar’s orders, taken forth, and his throat cut! This

> the Jemadarhimlelf afterwards acknowledged to me—
and, what was {till more abominable if poflible, under—

took to juftify the proceeding upon the principles of

‘reafon, found fenfe, aud precedent of Afiatic policy.

In order to elucidate the whole of this bufinefs, it —

is neceffary for me to recur to events which happen= —

ed antecedent to this time, but of which, by reafon

of my fituation, I was then entirely ignorant ;_and as

they involve, not only the grounds of my fubfequent

efcape and proceedings, but a confiderable portion

_ Of hiftorical faét, and fome of the material interefts

E of the Eaft India Company, I will be the more par-

: ticularly careful in relating them, and defire from

yowa proportionate fhare of attention—But theirim-

portance entitle them to-a feparate letter: therefore

conclude with affuring you, &c. @c.

t

a3

BREE R ierat
Soatie for tie ae
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DEP EER LY:

HyDER ALLE KHAWN, late Nabob of .
Myfore, and father to the prefent Tippoo SaniB
Suirain, was as extraordinary a man, and perhaps

poficfied as great natural talents, as any recorded ia

the page of hiftory. Born and bred up in the loweft

ranks of an unenlightened and ignorant people, and

to the laft day of his life perfeétly illiterate, he not
only emerged from his native ob{curity by the vigor

of his mind and body, but became un object of ter-

ror and admiration to furrounding potentates. Early

initiated in the habits and inured to the toils of a mi~

litary life, he rofe, by the gradual fteps of promo-
tion, toa rank which afforded an opportunity of dif-
playing his capacity and prowefg: he foon obtained
the command of that army in which he had o

_ ferved as a common foldier, and immediately
monftrated that the fublimity of his mind-was formed
to keep pace with his extraordinary elevation.
The Marhattas, the moft formidable people in Hi-~

ther India, bordered on the Myforean dominions,
and kept their neighbours, by frequent hoftilities, in
a continual fate of awe—making incurfions on their
territories, and taking poffeffion, by force of arms, —
of large portions of their country: but no fo
had Hyper got the command of the armies
country, than he drove back the Marhattas

Myforean dominions, which he extended
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derable “Bequifitions from the Marhatta frontiers;
and followed up his conquefts with fuch fuccefsful

ardour, that he compelled that warlike nation to refe

pect his countrymen as their equals, if not fuperiors,

in military achievement, Thus, while he ingrati=

ated himfelf with his fovereign and fellow-citizens
by his wifdom, he acquired the admiration of the
foldiery by his perfonal addrefs and valour; and at
the fame time, by the feverity of his difcipline, and
the occafional aufterity of his deportmet, maintained”

_ an Awe over them, which ftrengthened his authority
~ without diminifhing their affection.

Hiyper was therefore now arrived at that point of
elevation, beyond which no exertion of mental capa=
city, if governed by virtue or integrity, could raiie

~ — him—So far he owed all to genius: but his rowering

2

ambition looked higher; and, unreftrained by any
Principle of religion or morality, he determined to
accomplifh, at any rate, that which he knew-n
but crime could accomplifh. With wicked delil

_ ation he looked forward into the womb of time, and
with unparalleled policy arranged the-whole fystem
upon which he was to aét, when that order of things

his penetrating and intuitive genius enabled him to
fee would naturally arife from each other, fhould af
ford him a proper opportunity. Although he was

_ utterly ignorant of books, and of courfe could derive
little benefit from the examples of the great and am-
bitious men recorded in hiftory, yet, drawing upon
the infinite refources of his own mind for informa+
tion, ‘he adopted the very fame means of furthering
his views; and forefeeing, that, with an immenle
army devoted to his interefts, few things would be ~
unattainable, he applied himfelf diligently to,model
and form that of the Kine of Mysore to the:eft perfection in difcipline, and to render it tele
to his perfon, and fubfervient to his views, by! 2

ie
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fkilful mixture of feverity and relaxation, toil and re-

ward, danger and applaufe, which none but a mafter-

hand like his was capable of exaétly compounding.

The death of his fovereign the Kinc of Mysore

at length afforded him the opportunity to which he

had fo long, and with fo prophetic an eye, looked

forward—and gave him ample room for felf gratula-

tion on the fcore of his fagacity and prudence.

The heir in fucceffion to the throne being then an

infant, the politic Hyper, fetting afide all claims of

the kindred of the young prince, took upon himfelf

the guardianfhip—under the title of Regent affumed '

the fupreme authority—and, though too well aware

of the inviolable attachment of the people to their

lawful monarch to put him direétly to death, ufurped

the throne, and configned him to imprifonmenc in

Seringapatam, the capital of the Myforean domini-
ons. :

Having thus, by his talents,- acquired the poffef-

fion of the throne, he gave a large range to the fub-

limiry of his views, and foon difplayed the exhauftlefs

refources of his mind in the new office of Governor

and Legiflator—forming fuch’ vaft well-ordered mi-

litary eftablifhments,.-and fuch judicious and falutary
civil infticutions, as made him blaze forth.at once

the terror of his neighbours, and rendered him, in

the fequel, the mott powerful and formidable poten-

tate in the Hither Peninfula. In carrying on thofe,
his deficiency in letters was fupplied by his vigilance

and fagacity, fharpened by fuiptcion: three fecreta-

ries executed all his orders in feparate apartments :

and if, on comparifon,. they were found to'differ,he -

+ who committed the error received fentence of death,
His natural cruelty made him take. the execution of :
their fentence upon himfelf not unfrequently =

off a head with his own hand, of fee it done by

was a lusurious'recreation to the fanguinary
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— ‘The natural fagacity of this great man fuggefted,

that in order to accomplifh the extenfive objets

‘which his aétive and ambitious temper @eld up to

his imagination, the introduction of the moft per-

fe& military difcipline was above all other things ,

neceffaty; and his judgment informed him that the

European was the beft. He therefore held out the

-moft tempting allurements to military adventurers,

and. particularly to thofe, whether black or white,

who had been trained in the fervice of the Englith

--Eaft India company: he fent emiffaries, for the pur
pofe,; to all parts of India, with inftruétions to offer

great rewards; and carried this defign fo far, that

whenever accident or war threw perfons of that del-

cription into his hands, he never failed to detain

~ them, and, if they refufed to enter into his fervice,
treat them with the moft unpardonable rigour and

barbarity ; and by thefe means brought his army to

a ftate of perfedtion till then unknown to a black

power. He did not ftop there, but determined to

-eftablith a navy—by large offers allured many fhip-

carpenters and artizans from Bombay—made no in-
confiderable progrefS in conftruéting dock-yards,
-and had atually equipped fome fhips of the line,
befides frigates, fitced to encounter European feas.
Indeed, he feemed to have carried his views of con-

queft even to the Polar regions ; for it isa fat, that

he directed his people, in conftruéting thofe veffels,
to fit them for encountering feas of ice, or, as he

called it, the thick water: ;
To aman of fuch ardent ambition and deep pene-

tration, the vaft power which the Englith Eaft In-
dia company had acquired, and were daily acqui-
ing, in the Eaft, could not fail to be an objedt of
jealoufy. He conceived a deadly and i
animofity-to the Britith Nation, which i
his whole fucceeding life, ended only with Bs
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and was then tranfmitted to his fon T1proo Sani,
with the exaétion of a folemn oath, ever to retain
thofe fentiments.

A coincidence of circumftances, which has feldom
occurred in the fortunes of men, tended, at a lucky

crifis, to further the bold proje&ts of Hyper; and

neither fortune; though extremely propitious to him,
nor his own unbounded talents and. energetic fpirit,
favoured the execution of them, more than the
bungling politics, the ludicrous ambition, and the

confequent unjuftifiable proceedings, of one of our

Prefidencies in India—I mean Bombay. -Fortunate-

ly, the wifdom and moderation of our Eaft India

- councils at this day, vindicate the wounded charac-

ter of the Britifh nation, and juftify me in the re-

marks I make. :

An ambitious and profligate chief of the Marhatta

Tribes—his name, Racanaur Row—had been

depofed by the wife men of his country, for having

murdered his nephew, in order to ufurp the throne

of Setterah. He fled to Bombay, and, by fpecious

promifes‘and other means, prevailed on that Prefi-

dency to afford him an afylum, and finally to take

up arms in his defence againft the united Marhatta

States, who at the very time were able tovraife-an
army. of three hundred thoufind fighting men. Hof-
tilities were firft commenced bythe Englith ; and

by them peace was firft propoied. The treaty of
Poonah was made, by which it was provided that

Racanaur Row would quit Bombay ; and by the

Englifh the provifions of that treaty were broken—

for, in direét violation of it, Racanaut was kept

at Bombay. This breach of the® treaty led to
another; for this crafty and unprincipled chief made”

ufe of it wich fuch addrefs as co perluade that Py

fidency-to attack the Marhattas: again :—by magn.

_ fying the power of his party among his countrymen,
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he prevailed upon them once more to affert his

rights; and the Prefidency of Calcutta, I am afraid,

were induced to join that of Bombay in the plan.

It happened unfortunately, that.at this time the |

Prefidency of Bombay was compofed of perfons the

moft unqualified, probably, that could be found in

any. community for offices of fuch importance. One,

particularly, was allowed, by the almoft unanimous .

confent of thofe who knew his private or public

charaéter, to be ignorant, not only of the firft prin-

ciples of government, but of the ordinary knowledge

requifite for a gentleman ; and for fituations of mo-

ment he was peculiarly difqualified by a fondnefs for
minutize, to which he paid more attention than to

matters of greater confequence. A temper and in-

tellect of this kind were rendered ftill more incapa-

ble of the enlarged views any Reprefentative of a
great Nation in a diftant colony fhould poffefs, by

a mercantile education and habits, which narrowed
even his circumfcribed mind, and left him not a

fentiment, not an idea, that was not merely com-

mercial. The adminiftration of fuch men was ex-

adtly what might have been expected; and, inftead ~

of afferting the dignity of Great Britain, or promot-

ing the advantage of their employers—narrow policys

felfifh views, and efforts arifing from miftaken no-

tions of conquefty made the whole tiffue of their

conduct in India.

Blinded by the plaufible infinuations of RaGa-

wauT, and ftimulated, as I have already obferved;

by a luft for conqueft, which would have been un-

juftifiable-even in an hereditary defpot, but which

were peculiarly vicious and ridiculous in a body of

merchants who were themfelves fubjects, the Eaft
India company’s fervants again determined ‘to fup>

port, by force of arms, that moft. atrocious ar iy
derer: and with the contemptibly inadequate toe.
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of four thoufand men, encumbered with an unwieldy

train of baggage and fervants for the accommodation

of finikin voluptuous officers, and led by two doughty

compting-houfe champions (Carnac and Mos-

tyN), with colonel Ecrrron as military affiftant

rather than commander, they fetiout, to encounter

the whole torréne “of thé Marhatta force, and con-

‘du& Rocanavr to Poonah.

Had Rocanavu7 advanced at the head of his own.

partizans only, the chiefs of the Marhatta. Nation
might: poflibly: have taken different. fides of the

queftion,, and left between them.a breach for his

arms orintrigues to make an entrance fatal to the

general caufe of the country: but the aflaults ofa

foreign. army—an army of interefted peculating

ftrangers, as the company’s troops then were—aa

army of avowed natural enemies,. profefling a dif-

ferent religion, entertaining different political prin-

ciples, and formed by nature of a different com-
plexion—roufed and united them in one common *
caufe, and comprefled difcordant interefts, which

had been for time immemorial at irreconcilable va~

riahee, into one compact body of refiftance, which,

asit became more firm from the ftrokes of hoftility,

could not, in the nature of things, be fubdued; in.

the fame manner~as the unjuftifiable confederacy of
kings againft France lately united all the conflicting

parties of that country—converted twenty-feven-

millions of people, male and female, into one com=

pact armed force—rendered them not only invin-

cible at home, but terrible abroad—and finally, has

enabled, them to: beftride; Coluffus lilke,-the ‘uni-

verfe.
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LETTER LVL

a

nm

AE approach of the Britifh troops with

Rocanavut cavfed great alarm at Poonah ;, and the

minifters there fent to offer terms, which were con-

temptuoufly rejected. They, then determined to ~

fave, by prowefs, thofe rights which they could not

preferve by juftice or negociation—and tock the
field with fuch great force, that their menacing ene-
mies found it expedient to confider of a retreat. The
faithful Rocanavt, finding his plans baffied, fent

privately to Scinpran, the. Marhatta chief, pro-
pofing to him to attack the Englifh, and promifing

in that cafe to join him with his part of the army?
his perfidy, however, being difcovered, the Englith
commanders began to retreat, carrying him along

with them. They were, however, furrounded, and
reduced to make the moft abje& conceffions—offer=
ing a carte-blanche to Scixpian as the price of a

sretreat: but that auguft chief nobly difdained to

take advantage of their fitnation, ‘and contented
himfelf with terms which juftice fhould have exacted
from them, even if neceffity had’ not compelled
their acceptance, The reftoration of Salferte, and
of the other conquefts made by the company’s
troops during the preceding hoftilities, and the de-
livery of Rocanaut’s perfon into the hands of the
Marhattas, were among the provifions. RocaNnapt ~
was delivered up: two hoftages were taken for the,

remaini
th
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remaining part of the treaty ;. and the harraffed re-
mains of the Englifh army were permitted to return
to Bombay.

RocawavrT having found means to efcape, reacha

ed Surat; and the company’s chiefs refufed to com-

_ply with the provifions of the treaty : notwithftand-

ing-which, the noble Marhatta difmiffed the hof-

tages, and prepared: for a more manly revenge than

that which could be wreaked on two defencelefs in--

dividuals. General Gopbart, who had been fént

with an army from: Bengal, was commiffioned to

negociate for a pacification: but ScinpraH making

the delivery of Rocanavr into his hands an indif«

penfable préliminary, the negociation was broken

off, and-both parties determined to refer the con-

troverfy to the decifion of the fword.

Every thing feemed to confpire to chaftife the
rafhnefs and folly of our Indian councils. The dif-
ficulties in which-our American conteft had invol-

ved the nation, were reported with exaggeration in

India, and gave additional firmnefs to our enemies

in that quarter. The reftlefs and intriguing fpirit

ofthe court of Verfailles found its way with Mon-

fieur Sr. Lupin to the fhores of Indoftan, and fo

powerfully worked upon the mind of Hyper, that
he entered into a treaty with France againit England,

and brought the ftrength of both into the moit for-

midable combination that ever was made in that”

country, to root out the power of Great Britain from
the Eaft. oa

Thus, by the depraved politics of the councils of
a petty fettlement, were the important interefts of
Great Britain in India, and the lives and properties,
of all its fervants in that quarter, at once expofed ta

the fury of three formidable hoftile powers—the :

rhattas, Hyper and the French.

22
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J will not entangle my ‘narrative witha detailiof

the various milicary operations which arofe fremethis
confederacy: they were in general difaftrous tothe

Englifh, whofe spower= there? was preferved=-from .

utter annihilation by the energetic councils of Mr-

Hasriwes, the unexampled coutage of our troops;

and the unparalleled abilities and gailantry.of the ve-

teran Sir Eyre Coors. * That pate which applies to

my prefent narrative, is ‘the only part} thinkvir nes

ceffary to detailgibur Lwith-you to -inform -yourfelf
of all of them fully, -by<an attentive perufal of the

different hiftories-of that war. :

In order: to :relieve the Carnatic, which was ful

fering under the ravages:of-a formidable victorious)

army, who had not only cutoff a great part of our

forces on that coaft, bur affronted obr-army evenat’

the walls of Fort St. George, defcents upon the'coafts

Malabar were planned, in ordeér’to ‘make a diver=

fon: and General: Mariuews, in ‘January 17835

landed» with 2 {mall army: under his command, -at 4

place called Rajamondroogtook Onore, and several
orts: and-being joined by other troops, which, un=

der the command of Colonel Humerrrson, hat

done confiderable fervice to the fouthward; and were

now commanded by Colonel: Macizop;: ‘marched:

from’ Cuadapore, with an army confifting of twelve

hundred:Evropeans and eight: battalions of Sepoysy

“towards Huffaingurry Ghaut, a. pafs thar leads'ovet »

thefé, immenfe moohrains which divide the peninfulay
running north and fouth from Perfia to Cape Como~

tin. “After furmounting obftacles thar would have

difcouraged a lefs enterprifing commander, ‘and for
which 1 refer you to- his: own-letter, inclofed here=

with,* he mounted the Ghaut, carrying every thing
before himewich the fixéde bayonet ;- and: re:

j i ip
J +See Appendix. t

. : io WARRID sca)
refine ans
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within’a fhort marek of Hydernagur, the place where

Iwas confined. Thofe operations were: undoubtedly

much facilitated’ by’ the death of Hyprr Aut,

which happened while I was in’ prifon, -and which

drew the attention of Tirroo Saute to affairs of
more-immediate importance than the defence of the

Majabar forts. _

“T have thus digréffed fromthe ftraight path of
my narrative, in order to explain to you the occafion

of theextraordinary revolution that fo fuddenly took
place in the fort, which I fated to you inmy laft

Jetter but one—You will therefore look back to the
conclufion of that letter, from whence T again take

up’my narrative. se

I was utterly at alofs to conjecture what this fo

fadden refolution to-releafe me and my oppofite fel=

low-prifoner meant. I endeavoured to get fome

explanation-of it from the perfons about me 5 bur all

I could at the time collect was, that the Jemadar had

dire&ed me to be taken out of irons, and ordered

me to appear before’him.- I walked-out of the cita-

del with two or three men who had gorcharge of mer

it was a delightful afternoon; and my. fenfations on

once more vifiting the open air—at again “viewing:

the vaft expanfe. of the firmament above,-and the

profufion of beauties with which nature embellithed

~ the-earth beneath—were too blifsful, too fublimefor
defcription. ~ My heart beat with involuntary tranf ~

ports of gratitude to that Being from which all fprung;

and I felt that man is, in his nature, even withour'the

. intervention of his reafon, ‘a: being of devotion. For ;

an hour of fuch delight as I then experienced, a year

of imprifonment was, T thoushr, hardly-too’ dear a

price. ‘Phofe exquifite fenfations infenfibly led my

heart to the moft flattering prefages: the animal: ;

rit appeared “to “have, ia correfpondence with Bia
vag

Z3 ‘ “body, *
Gantin Nations
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body, fhaken off a load of chains; and as I walked

along, I feemed to tread on air.

As we proceeded forward, we found, at fome dif-

tance from the fort, an open dooly, into which the

guards forcibly crammed me; and I was carried off,

ftill attended by the fame men. As we went along,

they gave me to underftand that Hyat Sanrs, the

Jemadar, was ata place ten or a dozen miles diftant

from Bidanore. I thought it within myfelf a moft

extraordinary circumftance, and was at,a lofs to con-

jeéture-for what purpofe he required my prefence

there. Perhaps, thought I, itis to deliver me perfonally

into the hands of Tippoo—perhaps to fend me to Se-

ringapatam. Sufpence whetted my curiofity ; and

impatience to know my fate, fetmy mind afloat upon

a wide fea of conjeGture. Still, however, my fenfes
acknowledged a degree of pleafure indefcribable—I
jnhaled the freth air with greedinefs, and, asI fnuffed
itin, faid to myfelf, ** Well, well—at the worft,

this will enliven my fpirits, and lay up a new ftock
of health and vigour; to enable me to endure with

manhood whatever other fufferings the barbarians,

into whofe hands I have fallen, may have in ftore

for me.”
_ When we had got about a mile from the fort, we

met a perfon attended by. three others, all on horfe-

back. He was a man of confiderable rank in that

country, and I recolleéted to have feen him at the

Jemadar’s Durbar, where he had manifefted a fa-

vourable difpofition towards me, looking always

gracioufly, and nodding to me, which, confidering

my circumftances.and his, was not a little extraordi-
nary. The moment he recognized me, he jeaped
-from his horfe, apparently in great agitation: then

turning to the guards, ordered them to leave meam-

mediately—faying at the fame time that he would-
anfwerable for the confequences. They feeme: os
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firft to hefitate whether they would obey him or not;
but on his fhaking at them his fword, which was all
along drawn im his hand, and fmeared with blood,

and repeating his orders a fecond time in a firm and

decifive tone of voice and manner, they all ran off.
As foon as we were alone, he revealed to me, that

he had all along known who I was—had moft hear-
tily pitied my fufferings, and privately entertained

the moft anxious withes to ferve me, but could not

venture to interfere—the Jeaft jealoufy, when once
awakened, being there always Allowed up by fum=
mary vengeance. He then mentioned his name, in-

forming me that he was the fon of a Nabob near
Vellore, whofe dominions had been wrefted from

him by force, and united to the Carnatic; that his
family had received great favours from ray father,

in return for which he felt himfelf bound to do me.

every fervice in his power; but that, having been,

after the misfortunes which befel his family, taken

into the fervice of Hyper, and holding then a place
of confequence under him, he was difqualified from
demontftrating his gratitude and efteem ‘in the way he
withed: he.added, he had juft come from the fum-
mit of the Ghauts, where he left the Englifh army
pofted, after their having beat the Circar troops, and

carried all the ftrong works which had been erected

for the defence of the paffés, and were deemed from

their fituation impregnable; that the Jemadar, Hy-

at Sante, had gone there to encourage the troops,

and animate them to one grand effort of refiftance,

and would remain there till the fucceeding day—

Here he ftopped, and feemed much agitated ; but,

recovering himfelf foon, faid, in.a folemn and alarm-

ing manner, “ This day [heard Hyar Saure give -

ce
will

orders. to bring you before him,-in order that he

might fatiate his revenge by your death! How, :
py am I in having an opportunity to refcue y
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will carry you_back with me, therefore, to Bida-

nore, and place you ina ftate of fecurity with my

family.” 2

LETTER LVI.

SucH unprecedented. generofity affected
me fenfibly... To run fuch a hazard as he muft have

incurred, merely from a principle of gratitude for
fervices fo remote in both time and perfon, was

more than we could hope to find even among Eng-

lithmen, who boaft of their fuperior juftice and. ge-

nerofity—but in a native of Indoftan, where the ude

of human feeling runs rather low, was. aftonithing.

As well as my limited knowledge of the language of
the country enabled me, I endeavoured to make him

a fuitable acknowledgment: in fuch a caufe, dulinefs

muft have become eloquent; and I lamented that —

my deficiency in the language prevented my giving
vent to the extreme fullnefs of my heart. He feem-

ed, however, to be fatisfied with my meaning; and
J was juft on the point of returning with him to Hy-

dernagur, when we were fuddenly ftartled by the Je-
madar’s mufic, which was foon afterwards fucceeded
by the appearance of his guards advancing towards

us at fome diftance. He feemed confounded and

alarmed—lamented, in-warm terms, his incapacity
to ferve me—and, pointed to a path which wound
through a‘ wood that Jay on.either fide of the, 4

direéted.me to. ftrike into it immediately, faying,
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that by following that’ route, I thould certainly fall

in with the Britifb'army. — He then rode away, and
I followed his advice, and proceeded for fome time

through the wood without interruption ; “for, ‘though

Tdid not implicitly believe the affertion that Hyar

Sani meant to have cut me off, I deemed- it pru-

dent to avail myfelf of the opportunity which offered

to-effect my efcape, apprehending a worfe fate'than

death, namely, being fent prifoner to Seringapatam:

Finding myfelf fairly extricated, I began to exa-

mine my. fituation,’ and to’ refie&t on the different

converfations which had paffed between Hyar Sa-

nig and me, and on his conduét previous to my be-

ing put in irons. I recollected the information Ihad

from time to time received, touching the Jemadar’s

difpofition, Hypzr’s death, Trppoo Saxre’s cha-

raéter and avowed hatred of Hyat, and the nature

ofthe inhabitants. I moreover took into confidera=

tion; that my ftrength’ was impaired, and my con-

ftitution undermined; and that my profpects in In-

dia, in*point of fame or emolument, ‘could only be

promoted by fome extraordinary exertion, or fome

hazardous enterprife: The refult of the whole wasa «

determination on my part to return back to the fort,

and venture an attempt to perfuade the Jemadar to

offer propofals for an accommodation to Gencral

Matwews, and to make me’ the inftrument of his

negociation. CSerLSe

Tn purfuarice of this determination, T-returned;

and abotit fix o’clock in the evening re-entered the

fort, and proceeded to the palace of the Jemadar,
where, -defiring an audience, Iv was admitted. At

the very firft fight of him, [could perceive in: his

appearance all the mortification of: falling power.
He received me with a gloomy* countenance!

which there Was more of thoughtful fadnefs.r

vindiétive fury, After a minute’s filence,
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he faid to me, “¢ Well, Sir! you have heard, I fup-
fe, that the Englifh army are in poffeffion of the

Ghauts, and doubtlefs know that the cuftoms of this
country authorife my proceeding againft you with
the uemoft rigor.” Here he paufed for a few mo-

ments—then proceeded thus: ‘ Neverthelels, in

confideration of your family—in confideration of the

regard I have for along time conceived for you, from

obferving your conduct, and ftriét adherence to truth

in anfwering all my queftions, and {till more on ac-

count of the fufferings which you have fuftained with

fortitude, I will allow youto efcape: hafte you, then,

away—fy from this fort direétly—begone !”” Then

waving’his handas a fignal for me to depart, averted

his face from me, and looked another way.

I thought that this was a very favourable oppor-

tunity for my intended purpofe, and entreated him
to hear me while I faid a few words of perhaps more

moment to him than to myfelf. He again turned +
towards me; and, nodding afcent, while his eye

befpoke impatient curiofity, | proceeded—And, firlt,

T exprefied, in the ftrongeft terms I was able, the

high fenfe I entertained of the favourable reception I

met with when I firft came to the fort; affuring him,
that I fhould never forget. the kindnefs he thewed

me on that ocCafion, and that in my confcience 1

imputed all the fufferings I had undergone wholly to

orders which he had been obliged to execute, and

not to any want of humanity in himfelf. Here I
perceived the clouds which had overfpread his coun-

tenance begin gradually to difperfe, and with the

greater confidence proceeded to fay, that if he would
condefcend to give me a patient hearing, and not

take my boldnefs amifs, I would venture to intrude
upon him with my advice. At this he ftared atime

with a look of furprife—paufed—then faidy shat hy 5;
guthorifed me to fpcak whatever I pleafed—coptir

oy THUNB icra
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nuing, in a tone of gentle melancholy, ‘But of what
ufe can your advice be to me now ?””

Having thus obtained his permiffion, I began by
complimenting him on his great talents and temper

in governing—on his fidelity, zeal and attachment

to Hyprr—and on the mild and benificent ufe which

he was acknowledged to have made of the unbounded

power vefted in him by that great Prince, which was

the more extraordinary, confidering how many ex-

amples he had to juttify him in a contrary prattice. I
reminded him, however, that circumftances were at

prefentwidely different from what they were—that he

had now gota very different fovereign to ferve—that

he had no longer the tender father (for fo Hyper

might have been confidered to him), but Trppoo

Suitan, now the mafter, once the rival, whofe
meafures he had always oppofed, againft whom he

had once laid a moft ferious charge, and who, con-

fidering the firmnefs of his nature, could not be rea-

fonably fuppofed to have forgiven him; and I hinted,

that whatever external appearance of regard T1ppoo

might from the political neceffity of the moment af-

fume, his temper, and the fpirit of Afiatic policy,

were too well known to have a doubt remaining, that

fo far from continuing him (Hy) in the fame pow-

er and authority which he enjoyed during the life of

his father Hyper, he would, on the contrary, pro-

ceed againft him with rigor and cruelty.

Here I perceived the Jemadar involuntary nod-

ding his head in a manner which, though not intend-

ed for my obfervation, denoted internal affent ; and

was convinced that I had exaétly fallen in with the

current of his own thoughts. No wonder, indeed,

they fhould be his fentiments; for they had long

been the fentiments of all perfons who had n

the circumftances of the Nabob’s family. iF

Having,
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2 Pavings therefore; goite’as far on tha€ poidt'asT
conceived to be neécetiary to awaken the! mind of

Hvar to the precatioufnels; or rather danger of his
fituation with Trppoo, ‘1 painted to: him, in the

ftrongeft coleurs Twasimatter of; the humanity, the
fidelity; thé bravery and generofity of the Englith,
which, I fatd; were fo univerfally acknowledged,

that even their worft enemics bore teftimony'to them:

and Taffured him, that if, inftead of making am un

availing oppofitica to them, he would throw himfelf

With confidence“tpon ‘their protettion, and become

their friend, he would not only be continued: in his

ftation, power and authority, “aiid fapported as here-

toforé, but be made a much ‘greater man, “with fill
greater fecurity;than‘ever he had been before.
~This:was thé general {cope of my argument-witl

him; but theré were many more which fuggelted
theimfelves at the time, though cannot now remem-

ber them.) I enforced them with all the power I
had: they were fupported-by the acknowledged
‘character for generofity of the Englifh, and fell
more by Hyav’s apprehenfions of ‘Trrroo; and

they had their-effe&t.~ Phat very night he authorifed

me to goto the: Britifh General ; and, ‘though he

would ‘not commit himftlf by fending propofals in
writing; he confented to receive them from: the Ge=

> neral, and promifed to wait for my return’ till day-

Jight the next morning—adding, that if Idid not

ape: by that time, ‘he would go off with his family

and treafure tofome other “place, and fet’the town,

powder-magazine and ftore-houles on fire, ‘leaving 4

‘perfor of diftiaztithed charaéter to defend the citadel
of inner fort, ‘which -was-ftrong; with a’ deep ditchs
and mounted’ with many pieces of cannon; *anc fend
immediate’ intelligence’ to an army of “fix th

horfe and ten-thowlend infantry, who were

%
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time’ on’ their road: fromeSeringapatam, .to: hatte

their progrefs, and make: them‘advance’ with all pof=i

fible rapidi ndvhe further obfervedythatas Trr=:

poo himfelfwould:come to the immediate protection:

of his country, and, if once come while the Englith

army remained in’the-open field, would give them

caufe to repent’their temerity, there wasnotime to _

be Joft._ i Sab ee ee

Accompanied: by ape _who had officiated as in-

terpreter between the’ Jernadar and ‘he, and whole
good offices and infuence-with” Etyvat, which was

very great, 1 had been previoufly lucky enongh to

fecure, I fet off at ten o’clock at night, on horfeback,
to the Britifh army. My companion wasn high

fpirite when'we firlt fec out from.the-frts Buc as we
proceeded, che exprefled great apprehenfion of being:

fhorif approaching the camip,-andearnefty entteatdd!

me-toifléep ata chorelerys) which layin our-way, till

motning..0' His terror mutt have been gréav indeed,

to induce shim*to make fuch a’prépoials as!lie knew!

very well that we-had pledged ourielvés to: be ‘back

before dawn next dayso> I raliied him upomhis fears;:

andvendeavoured co, perfuade him: there was:notiche:

fmalleft -danger;' as: 1 :knew how toanfwer-the-out=

potis, when they thouldichallenge’ us, in fach|a mans
nerasto ae their. firings -Asiwe-advanced ‘to

the:camp, howtver; ‘his trepidation:increaléd';2and-

when we approached the fentries, J was obliged to

diag him-atong by force. «Phenvhis fears hadivery’

nearly: produced: the danger:-he dreaded; -{the’almatt:

invariable effect of cowardice); for thédentry nex

tovtisy hearing the rftling nove, let off is: pieces.

and was retreating when Dhadithe godfortune to»

make-him= hearme:! My comp2ntunscalarmediat

the noile’ of che mufquét;: fell down ina pari

terror; from which ie! was fome. time! be

completely recovered The fentry who; ha
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comng up, conducted us toa place where other fen=
tries were pofted, one of whom accompanied us toa

guard, from whence we were brought to the grand

guard, and by them conducted to the General.

LETTER. LVHUI.

EEE

I was no les pleafed than furprifed to
find, thatthe commander of this gallant and fuccefs-

ful little army was General Mar uzws—an old friend

of my father’s, and a perfon with whom I had ferved

in the cavalry foon after I entered the fervice., When
Larrived he was faft afleep upon the bare ground in @

choreliry. His dubath, whofe name was Snak#y
recollected me immediately, and was almoft as much
frightened at my appearance at firft, as my interpre-
ter companion was at the fhot of the fentry ; for it

was full five months fince my hair and beard were

both thaved at the fame time, during which period
a comb had never touched my head: I had no-hac—

no ftockings—was clad in a pair of very ragged

breeches, a fhirt which was fo full of holes that it

refembled rather a net than a web of cloth, and 2

waiftcoat which had been made for a man twice my

fize—while my feet were defended from the ftones

only by a pair of Indian flippers. Snaxe, as foon —

as he was able to conquer his terror, and ftop the
loquacious effufions of aftonifhment, brought me to
the General, whom I found faft aleep. We awoke?

him with great difficulty, and, on his, difcoverisg
idica SAO Pons
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me, exprefled great pleafure and furprife at fo unex=

pected a.meeting; for, though he had heard: of my

imprifonment at Bidanore, he did not expe& to have

had the pleafure of my company fo foon.

Having ftated to the General the nature and ob-

je€tof my miffion, and related to him what had
happened inthe fort, he inftantly faw the great ad-

vantages that muftacerue from fuch am arrangement.

—entered into a full-but fort difcuffion of the bufi-

nefs—fettled with me the plan-to-be purfued in either

cafe of Hyatr Sanrs’s acceding to or’ diffenting

from the terms he propofed’to offers and in lefs

than an hour after my-arrival, “I was difpatched back

to the fort in the General’s palanquin, with a2 cowl

from him; fignifying that the Jemadar Hy av Sanre’s

power and influence fhould-not be: leffened, if he

thould quietly furrenderup:the fort. Before my de=

parture, the General expreffed,in the warmeft terms;.

his approbation of my-conduét;: andadded :that con-

fidering the’ importance of the fort, the extenfive

influenceof Hyar Saurs,-and the advantages that
might be derived from:his-experience ‘and abilities,

coupled with the enfeebled. tate of -his, army, «the

benefits of fuch a negociation fearcely admitted of
calculation. di sa Ses ies SA

Notwithftanding the very flattering circumftances

with which my prefent purfuit was attended, I could

not help, as I returned to Hydernagur, finding: fome

uneafy-fenfations,' arifing from the immediate nature

of the bufinefs, and from my knowledge of the faith=

lefs difpofition of Afiatics; and the little difficulty

they find in violating any moral principle, if it hap-

pens to clath-with their intereft, or if a breach of it

promifes any advantage. - Iconfidered that it was by
no means impoffible, that fome. refolution adi

to my project might have been: adopted in. my;

fence, and-that the Jemadar’s policy mightJe:
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to makéimy deftruction a fort of propitiation for his

former offences, and to.fend me and the cowl to-

gether to Trppoo, to be facrificed to his refencment.
Thefe thoughts; J owns) madea:very deep -impref-
fion on-my:mind—but were ’again effaced by. the re~

fleCtion;: that a laudable meafure,, once begun, ought

tovbe perfevered in; and that the accomplifhing a

plan. of -fuch: importance and. incalculable public
utility; might operate ftill further by example, and

produce confequences of which it was impoffible ac

the préfent.to form aiconception. Thofe, anda

variety of-fuch fuggeftions, entirely overcame: the

feruples. and fears. of the dangers and I once morg,

éntered the fort of Hydernagur.. At. this: time the

Britith troops; ‘were by detaching a part with Co-
Jonel' Macizop; to getiround the fort, and attack

it in the rear, and, by death:-and: ficknefs, reduced

to Jefs; than: four hundred Europeans and feven hun-
dred:Sepoys, without ordnance,
= When I delivered the cowl:to the Jemadars-he

tead it,and feemed pleafeds: but talked of four or
five days to-confider of an ‘anfwer, and feemed to

be wavering in his mind,-and=Jabouring “undef the

alternate-impulfes of oppofite motives and contra-

digtory paffions. I faw that it was a Crifissof more
importance than any. ‘other: of my Jife<savcrifis in

which jdelay;\-irrefolution, ‘or yielding-to the pro=

tractive: expedients.of Hvar, might be fatal. To
prevent, therefore, the: effects: of either treachery
or repentance; I took advantage of che general con~

fufion and trepidation which prevailed in the fort—
collected the Arcot Sepoys, who, to the number of
four hundred, were prifoners at Jarge—pofted them

at the: gates, powder-magazines, and other critical
fituations; and, having taken thefe and orhet spre=

cautions, Went out to the General, who, sce
to the plan concerted betiveen us, had pu! sat
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with the advanced guard; and, conducting him into

the fort with-hardly an attendant, brought him

ftraight to the Jemadar’s prefence while he: yet re-

mained in a ftate of indecifion and terror. General ,

Maruews, in his fir interview with the Jema-
dar, did every thing to re-affure him, and confirmed,
with the moft folemn affeverations the terms. of the

cowl; in confequence of which the Jatter acceded to

the propofitions contained in it, and the Britith co-
lours for the firft time. waved upon the walls of the
chief fort of the country of Bidanore,

Having thus coatributed to put this important gat<

rifon, with all its treafures, which certainly. were

“jmmenfe, into the hands of the Company, without

the lof of a fingle man, or even the ftriking of a fin-

gle blow, my exultation was inconceivable; and,

much though I wanted money, I can with truth avers

thar avarice had not even for an inftant the leaft

fhare in my fenfations.- "Tis true, the confcioufnefs
of my fervices affured me of a reward ; but how that

. reward was to accrue to me, never once was the fub-
ject of my contemplation—much lefs did T think of
availing myfelf of the inftant occafion to.obtain its
How far my delicacy on. the occafion may be cén=

fured or approved, I cannot tell s bur if I got nothing

by. it, Lhave at leaft the confolation: tore fiet that F
efcaped calumny, which was with a moft-unjuftifia+

ble. and unfparing hand lavithed on. others. The

General, it is true, promifed that I thould remain
with him till he made fome arrangements; and
Hyat Sanis offered, on his part, to make me;
through the General; a handfome: prefent.. The

General, however, fuddenly became diffatisfied with

me; and Eneither got Hat Sanss’s prefent, nor

ever received even a rupee of the valt Spoilfe

there, > bie

» 
=



379 GENERAL MATHEWS’ VINDICATION.

Hlere T think it a duty incumbent on me to fay
fomeéthing of General Maruews, and, while I de-
plore the unfortunate turn in his temper, which in-
jured me, and tarnished in: fome meafure his good
qualities; to refcue him from that unmerited oblo-
quy which the ignorant, the interefted and the en-
vious have thrown upon his fame. Light lie the
afhes of the dead, and hallowed be the turf thar pil-
lows the head of a foldier! General MaruEws was
indeed a foldier—was calumniated too ; and although
he did not ufe meas I had reafon to hope he would,
I will, as far as I can, refcue his fame from grofs
mifreprefentation. :

An extravagant love of fame was the ruling paffion

of General Matuews: it was the great end of all
his purfuits; and while, in his military profeffion,
he walked with a firm pace towards it, he loft his
time, diftorted his progrefs, and palfied his own ef-
forts, by a jealous vigilance and envious oppofition
of thofe whom he found taking the fame road, whe-
ther they walked befide him, or panted in feeble ef-
fort behind. This was his fault; it was doubtlefs
a great alloy to his good qualities: but it has been
punifhed with rigour difproportionate to the offence.
Thofe who perfonally felt his jealouly, took advan=
tage of his melancholy end to traduce him, and mag-
nify every mole-hill of error into a mountain of
erime. _ It is unmanly in any one—indeed it is—to
traduce the foldier who has: fallenin the fervice of
his country; but it is herefy in a foldier to do fo.
No fooner did the buzz of calumny get abroad; tham
thoufands of hornets, who had neither intereft nor
concern in the affair, joined in it. The malignant,
who wifhed to fting merely to get rid of fo much of

their venom—and the vain, who wifhed to acq ice
a reputation for knowledge of Afiatic. affairs 'ab-the?
expenct of truth—united together,: and rail

he ita
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which reached Europe, where the hornets (I mean

authors), under the lefs unjuftifiable impulfe of ne-

ceflity, took it up, and buzzed through the medium

of quartos and offaves fo loud, that public opinion was:

poifoned ; and the gallant foldier who, for the ad-
vantage of England, ftood the hardeft tugs of wary
and at laft drank the poifoned cup from the tyrant

hands of her enemy, was generally underftood to be

a peculator, and'to have clandettinely and difhoneftly.

obtained three hundred thoufand pounds. =

On this affertion I put my direct negative. It may

be faid, however, that this is only aflertion againft

affertion—True! Sorry fhould I be to reft it there: _

my affertions are grounded on fuch proofs as are not

to be fhaken—proofs on record in the office of the-

Prefidency of Bombay. ;

As foon as Hydernagur was taken poffeffion of,

Hyatr Sani immediately iffued orders to the forts

of Mangalore, Deokull, Ananpore, and fome others

in that country, to furrender to the Britifh arms.

Some obeyed the mandate; but thofe three refifted,

and were reduced by General MarHews. Rendered

incautious by fuccefs, our army became lefs vigilant, _

and Trproo retook Hydernagur; and, in direct

breach of the capitulation, made the garrifon prifon-

cts, treated them with a degree of inhumanity which

. chills the blood even to think of, and forced General

Matuews to take poifon in prifon!

Méan-time Hyat Sante, with whom the Ge-

neral had got into difputes, arrived at Bombay, and

aida charge againft him, which he, being in the

hands of Tippoo, could not controvert, or even

know. And what was the’ charge? The whole ex—
tent of it'was his (MatTHEws’s) having got two lace
of rupees, and a pearl necklace, as a preicnt—a

confidering the. country and circumftances,
extraordinary, but which is completely vi rt

Aaa sss cnet
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by the General’s letter to the Court of Direétors,
dated. at Mangalore, the 15th of March, 17833 in

which he ftates the prefeht, and requefts permiffion
to accept it. ‘This, as I'faid before, is on record,

and was tranflated by Mr. Sypsaip, who was.then

_Perfian interpreter at Bombay. The letter I-ailude

to, you will fee in the Appenpix. In fhort, Ge-

nera! Matuews had his faults, but an unjuft avarice

was not amongft them.

LETTER Lx.

~~ HAVING, in my laft letter, faid as much
as I thought juftice demanded in defence of General *

Martuews, againft the charge of peculation, I am

now to fpeak of him as his conduct touched me. He

was, as I have already mentioned, an old friend of

my father’s, and an intimate of my own: I had rea-

fon, therefore, to expe&t from him, according to

the ufual difpofitions and manners of men, if not

partiality, at leaft friendfhip ; and in fuch a cafe as

Thave related, where my fervices gave me a claim

to notice, it was not unreafonable to fuppofe that he

would have been forward to promote my intereft, by

ftating my fervices in fuch a manner as'to call atten~

tion to them. He had, however, fome difagreea-

ble difcuffions with his officers; and feeing I

a footing with Colonel Humerrtson, and ay a

with Major Campzenr (he who fo ably

Todi
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lantly defended Mangalore againft T1proo’s whole

army and fix hundred French), and finding me ex-

tremely zealous and importunate to have his ar-

rangement with Hyat Saute adhered to, he be-

came difpleafed, and, though he himfelf had -deter=

mined that I fhould remain with him, changed his”

mind, and ordered’ me away at an hour’s notice

miany days fooner than-he“had originally intended to ©

fend off any difpatches. He moreover oceafioned

my lofing 2 fum of money, and on the whole paid

Jefs attention to my intereft than the circumftances

of the cafe demanded. ;

In the evening of the day on which he determined

on my departure, I fet off with his difpatches to the

governments of Madrafs and Bengal, and reached

the mot diftant of our potts that night. Prom thence

I had thirty miles to Cundapore, a fea-port town

upon the Malabar coaft, taken by us from the ene-

my- During this journey, which: was through the

country of Treroo Sania, Thad only fix Sepoys to

conduét me: yet, fuch was the univerfal panic that

had feized all claffes and diftin@ions of people at the

progrefs of the Britifh arms in that quarter, i met

only a few fcattered Sepoys, who were fo badly
wounded { prefume they were unable to travel—the

villages throughout being completely abandoned by

all their inhabitants.

The fudden change of diet, which phyficians tell

us, and I experienced, is dangerous, from bad to

good, as well as. the reverfe, confpiring with the

mortification I felt at fecing things going on fo very

contrary to what I withed, and what I had reafon to

expeét, had a moft fudden and-alarming effect. upon

my conftitution; and Iwas feized on the road with
the moft excrutiating, internal pains, whi ‘
fucceeded by a violent vomiting of bloc fini
length, with great difficulty, I reached Cant Bre, :

: ips
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where the ‘commanding officer, and all about him,
did every thing in their power to afford me affiftance

and comfort under my miferies, which increafedevery
aoe rapidly. I felt as if my infide was utterly de-
cayed, and all its funétions loft in debility : at che
fame time my head feemed deranged—I could fearce-

ly comprehend the meaning of ‘what was faid; lift-

ing up my head was attended with agonizing pain ;

and if Thad any power of thought, it was to con-

fider myfelf as approaching faft to diffolution.. I

chad the fenfe, however, to fend to General Ma-
THEWS, to acquaint him with my indifpofition, and

utter inability to proceed with his difpatches. To

this I received the following letter :

"¢ Bidanore, Feb. 3, 1783.

« Dear CAMPBELL,

» “1am forry to hear that you have been unwell.

© Should your indifpofition increafe, or continue, fo

*© as to render youunable to purfue your journey with

* the neceflary expedition, [beg that you will for-

«< ward the letters to Anjengo by a boat, with direc-

‘tions to Mr. Hurcuinson to fend them per

*€ tappy * to Palamcotah, and fo on to Madras.

«T fhall hope to hearof your recovery, and that

* you'll have gone to fea.

** Your’s very truly,

: * Ricnarp Martuews.”
Se

* The receipt of this letter induced me, bad’ as I

was, to make one other exertion; and. I refolvec,

though I fhould die on. the way, not to leave any

thing which, even by malicious cools ee

* Pot, oF expres. a ae. z
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be made a fet-off againft my claims: I therefore

hired an open boat to carry me along the coaft to

Anjengo, and fet out with every profpeét. of having

the virulence of my diforder increafed, by being ex-

pofed in an uncovered veffel to the damp of the

night air, and the raging heat of the fun in the day,

and of being arrefted by the hand of death in my

way. By the time I had got down the coaft as far

as Mangalore, my:complaints increafed to an .alarm-

ing heighth; and I became f{peechlefs, and ‘unable -
to ftand. Fortunately there happened to be a Com-

pany’s veflel then lying at anchor off that place, the

captain of which had the goodnefs to. invite me

to remain on board with him, ftrenuoufly advifing

that I fhould give up the thoughts of proceeding

immediately on my voyage to Anjengo, which I
could not poffibly furvive, and to forward my dif-

atches by another hand. _The furgeon of the thip

joining the captain in opinion that I could not fur-

vive if] attempted-it, and my own judgment coin-
ciding with their’s, Tat length confented, and re-

mained there.

Tranquillity, kind treatment, and_good medical
affitance, produced, in the {pace of two or three

weeks, fo material-a- change in my health, I was in |

a condition to avail myfelf, at the expiration of that

time, of a fhip bound to Anjengo, and which of-

fering the additional inducement of touching at Tel-

licherry, determined me to take my paflage in her.

~ When [arrived at Tellicherry, and during my ftay
there, the great attention fhewn me by Mr. Free-

Man, the chief of that-place, and the comforts of
his houfe, reftored me toa great share of health an

fpirits—And here a very fingular circumitance oc=

curred, ° ake
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One day a veffel arrived; and perceiving» a boat
coming on fhore from her, Mr. Freeman and I
walked down to the beach, to make the ufual in-

_quiries—fuch as, where fhe came from? what news

e brought? &&c, ec. _ As foon as the boat touched

the fhore,. a gentleman leaped out of it, whofe per-

fon feemed familiar to me: upon his nearer approach,

Edifcovered that it was Mr. Bropgy;. a.gentleman

who had been kind enough to take upon him

the office of my attorney, upon my. leaving India
fome years before—not my attorney in the ordinary

acceptation of that word, but a liberal and. difinter-
efted friend, who obligingly undertook the manage-

ment of my affairs in my abfence, without the final-
Jeft hope of advantage, or rather under circumftan~

ces which ferved as preludes to further obligations,

» Twas certainly pleafed and furprifedto fee him; but

his aftonifhment to fee me amounted almoft to a dif-

truft of his eye-fight: he had received fuch indubi-

table proofs.of my death, that my fudden. appear-

ance on his landing, at the firft rufh of thought, im-

prefied him with the notion of a deceptio vifus. My
identity, however, was too pofitive for refiftance ;
and his wonder melted down into cordial fatisfac=-
tion, and congratulations on my fafety. He then
took out a pocket account-book, in which, for
fecurity againft accidents, he kept accounts-current,

written in a brief manner—and fhewed me mine,
fettled almoft to the very day, upon which was tran{-
eribed a copy of a letter:he had/received, and which
he thought was a teftimony of my death. - So, cut-

ting our the account, and prefenting it to me, he
expreffed, in the moft cordial and handfome manner,

his joy that it was into my own hands he had at laft
had an opportunity to deliver it. This gentlemiafi is_

now. in this Kingdom, and too well known ont
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to defcribe him. Suffice it to fay, that in England,

as well asin India, he has always enjoyed the efteem

and refpeét.of all his acquaintances, to as great an ex-
tent as any other perfon I know.

Tagain embarked to proceed on my voyage, and

had hardly got on board when a fhip dropped anchor

along fide of us, in which captain Campzey of.
Comby, a very near conneétion of mine, was paf-

fenger. On hailing one ancther, he heard that I

was on board, and immediately was with me.

Thofe who fincerely love each other, and whofe

hearts confefs the fond ties of confanguinicy, can

alone conceive what our mutual pleafure was at

meeting fo unexpectedly in fo remote a corner of

the world. He was then on his way to join the

army. This amiable young man, now repoies in the

bed of honour at Mangalore! He fell, after having

diftinguifhed himfelf in the very gallant defence made

by that place againft the whole force of Tippoo.

With regret we parted : and in due time I arrived at

Anjengo without any accident befalling me, which

was rather extraordinary.

Leaving Anjengo, I fet out for Madras, defigning

to go all the way by land—a journey of near eight —

hundred miles. I accordingly ftruck through the

Kingdom of Travancore, whofe fovereign is in al-

liance with the Englith; and had not long entered

the territories of the Nabob of Arcot, before Major

Macneat, an old friend of mine, and commandant

of a fort in that diftriét, met me preceded by a troop

of dancing girls, who encircled my palanquin, dan-

~ cing around me until I entered the Major’s houfe.

dt would be difficult to give you an adequate notion

of thofe dancing girls. “Trained up from their in-

fancy to the practice of the moft graceful. moti

the moft artful difplay of perfonal fymmetry, and)
moft wanton allurements, they dance in fuch a
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and twine their limbs and bodies into fuch poftures,

as bewitch the fenfes, and extort applaufe and admi-

ration where in firiétnefs difapprobation is due: nor

4s their agilicy inferior to the grace of their move-

ments—though they do not exert it in the fame |

fkipping way that our ftage dancers do, but make it

-fubfervient to: the elegance, and, I may fay, gran-

deur, of their air. They are generally found in

troops of fix or eight, attended by muficians, whofe

afpeé&t and drefs are as uncouth and fqualid, as the

founds they produce under the name of mufic, are

~ inelegant, harfh and difonant. To this mufic, from

which meafure as much’ as harmony: is -excluded,,

they dance, molt wonderfully adapting their ftep to

the perpetual change of ‘the time, accompanying it

with amorous fongs, while the correfpondent aétion of

their body and limbs, the wanton palpitation and
heaving of their exquifitely formed bofoms, and the

amorous, or father Jafcivious expreffion. of . their
countenance, excite in the [pe@ators emotions not

very favourable to chaftity.. Thus they continue to

aét, till, by the warmth of exercife and. immagi-

nation, they become feemingly frantic with ec{tacy,

and, finking down motionlefs with fatigue, throw

themfelyes into the moft alluring attitudes that _in=

genious vice and voluptuoufnefs can poffibly devife:

That fuch incitements to vice fhould make a

part of the fyftem of any fociety, is to be lamegted:

yet, at all ceremonies and great occafions, whether

of religious worfhip or domeftic enjoyment, they.

make a part of the entertainment; and the altar of
their gods, and the purity of the marriage rites, are

alike polluted by the introduétion of the dancing

girls.’The impurity of this cuftom, however;

vanifhes in India, when compared with the hideou

practice of introducing dancing bays. Hai
z

hes
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The Major, after having entertained me in the

moft hofpitable manner, accompanied me to Palam-

cotah, to the houfe of Doé&or Dorr, who lived
in a generous and hofpitable ftyle. Ihad once had
an opportunity of evincing my good difpofition to

this gentleman, when he was moft critically fiuated ;
and the reception he gave me demonftrated, that
he then retained a lively fenfe of my conduét.to
him. Z

Leaving Palamcotah, I continued my route
through Madura. This country is rendered re-
markable by the revolt of the famous Isir Cawn,
who made a bold and well-conduétec attempt to
ere& himfelf into the fovereignty of that province,
independent of the Nabob of the Carnatic, in whofe

“fervice he was: and as the affair occurs to my
thoughts, I will, for your information, notwith-
landing its being unconnected with my ftory, digrefs
into an account of it. As foon as the revolt of Istr
Cawn was known, General Monson, an officer of
great military fkill and perfonal merit, went againtt
him at the head of the King’s and company’s troops,
and invefted the fort of Madura, in which that re-
beilious chief was pofted. The general made a
practicable breach, and, in ftorming, was beat
back with great flaughter by Istr; and the fetting
in of the monfoons immediately after, retarded the
further operations of our army again{t the place ;
and in the interim, peace having been concluded
between the courts of St. James’s and Verfailles, the
King’s troops were withdrawn.

On the recal of the King’s troops, an army of
company’s troops was formed, to proceed againft
Madura, in order to reduce this gallant turbulent
rebel to fubjeétion ; and the renowned general Ls =RENCE being rendered incapable of a€tual ree”
And obliged to remain at the prefidency by extreme
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_-age and-infirmity, the chief command devolved
upon my father by feniority: he headed the expe-
dition ; and, after overcoming innumerable difficul-

ties thrown in-his way by the inventive genius and ,
enterprifing fpirit of Isrr Cawn, again made a

breach, which was deemed practicable by the chief
engineer, now Sir Joun Cari. An aflault was

made with no better fuccefs than the former; for
our army was again repulfed with incredible

flaughter > more than two thirds, I believe, of our

European officers, were among the killed or wound-
ed; and the death of Major Preston, fecond in

command, a man endeared to the army by the pof-
feffion of every advantage of perfon, heart and
talents—an attive, intrepid and able officer—agy

gravated the calamities of the day.

df, impelled by my feelings, or tempted by re-

membrance of the paft, I fometimes digrefs from

the direé&t path of my narrative, my FREDERICK

will accompany me, not only with patience, but I

dare fay with pleafure: Icannot refrain, therefore,
from mentioning a memorable occurrence during
that fiege, not only as it is fomewhat extraordinary

in itfelf, but as it relates to a very near and dear
connection: Colonel Donatp Camprent, who

then commanded the cavalry, received no lefs than
- fourteen fword-waunds and a mufquet-ball in bis

body—yet continued doing his duty with fuch cool
intrepidity, that brave foldiers who were witnefles

to it, exprefied the utmoft aftonifhment: upon

being requefted to quit the field, he replied, that 2s

his‘ family were provided for, he had- nothing to
fear; and as it. was very unlikely his life could be

faved, he would not deprive his country of any ad-
vantage that. might be derived from his exérti
for the fhort refiduet of it, but continue t aH

do

magnanimity
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magnanimity, he was gentle, good-humoured, mo-

deft and unaffuming ; and was admired for his great

perfonal beauty, as. well as military talents, par-

ticularly by the Duke of Cumzerianp, under

whom he ferved in.the war in Germany. as a fubal=

tern ‘officer, in fo much that his Royal Highnefs

had his picture drawn. Ic was to him the company

were firft indebted for the. introduétion of perfeé

military difcipline into. their army in India. “In the
various relations in which he ftood, whether dome

tic or public, as the fubjeGt, the citizen, the father,

or the friend, he was fo uniformly excellent, that

the fhafts of malevolence, which the beft and wife

of men have but too often felt, feldom reached him;

and he may juftly be reckoned amongft that very

“mall number of created beings, of whom fcarcely

any one had the audacity to. {peak ill. Upon my

firft arrival in India, 1 was put under his command,

and lived. in his family—when, inftead of deporting

himfelf towards-me with that referve and aufterity
which rank and reputation like his, coupled with
the circumftance of his being my uncle, might in
fome-fort have juftitied, he tock me into:his. con-
fidence, treated me: with the greatct affe@tion, and
acted rather as the brother and the equal, than as
the ‘parent and fuperior; and thus ‘his gentle admo-
nitions had more effeét in reftraining the fallies of
youth, and impetuofiry of my temper, than the

four, unpalatable documents of a fupercilious pre-
ceptor could poflibly have had. ge

The wonderful effe&s of this happy temper in

fwaying the ftubborn difpofition of headitrong youth,
was exemplified in another inftance—of whic

fince am on the fubjeé, I will inform you.

Dupregs, then governor of Madras, wrote-t

about a young gentlemaa,_in the following v



382 E SET3 OFF FOR BENGAL.

“ My pear CoLoneL,

~ In the lift of officers appointed to your garrifon,

«you will fee the name of ——————. This

« young man (nephew to Mrs Duprss), with abi-

«© lities that mighr render him confpicuous, I am

«< forry to fay, ftands in need of a frit hand. All

* the favour I have to requeft of you is to fhew

“him no favour: keep him rigidly to his duty;

« and, if he requires it, rule him with a rod of iron.

* Should his future conduct meet your approbation,

itis unneceflary for me to afk it, as you are al-

“ ways ready to thew kindnefS to thofe who merit
SOE.

2

The peculiar ftyle of this letter made fuch an im=*
preffion on my memory, that I am able to give the

exact words. Colonel Campsett, however, took
his own unalterable method, mildnefs—treated the

young gentleman in fuch a manner as to raife in

him a confcioufnefs of his dignity 2s a man, the firft
and beft guard againft mifcondua&—and appointed

him to the grenadier company. The refult was

anfwerable to his expeétations ; for the young man’s

conduct, both as an officer and a gentleman, was

fuch inthe fequel as to reflect credit on himfelf and

his family; and his very honourable and hopeful

career was at laft terminated by a cannon-ball at the

fiege of Tanjore. ae

If the veneration in which I hall ever hold this
moft dear and refpeéted relative admitted of in-

ereafe, it would certainly receive it from tlie con-

traft lam every day obliged to draw between him

and the wretched éutterfiies who fometimes flutter

sound -us.under the name of men: for, how.

help contratting his inflexible courage, unj

angelic mildneis, with the infolence of fly S

Hectors, who, confcious of the moft abjeé a

nL

rered
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dice, dare to give an infult; and bafely fkulk from
honeft refentment beneath the arm of the law !—
fellows who, like Bobadil in the play, can kill a
whole army with the tongue, but dare not face a
Pigmy in the field !—and, while they want the pru-
dence to reftrain the torrent of effeminate inveétive,
have patience enough to bear akicking, ora box in
the ear !—who blufter and vapour to hide the trem=
bling limb and.poltroon’ afpeét, as children’ whiftle
in the dark to brave the ghofts they dread! Beware
of all-fuch -wretches as you would thun plague or
peftilence. Ihope you do not imagine that I have
fo little common fenfe or philanthropy as to cenfure
thofe who, from phyfical caufes or conftitutional
delicacy, are averfe to conteft: No, no—I do affure
you, on the contrary, that my obfervation leads me .

to think fuch men, though flow to quarrel, and
inoffenfive in conduct, are very gallant when honour
or duty demand from, them a conqueft over their
weaknefs. I have, in my time, feen fach men at
firft the fport, and at laft the terror of your blufter-
ing bullies ; and Thave always thought, that in fuch
a triumph over their feelings, they had more true”
merit than men conftitutionally courageous: the 3
latter has his valour in common with the mere ani-
mal ;. the other poffefits the valour of fentiment. ¥
mean. that moft ignominious of all beings, who,
prodigal in offence, yer reluctant in reparation—
who, hoping to find fome perfon--paffive as.them=.
felves over whom to triumph, hazard the: giving of
an infult, with the malignant view to gafconade”
overhim if he fubmits—and, -if he refents, to wreak

the whole vengeance of law upon him. In fociel

with fuch men, there. is no.fafery; for they Je
you only the cafual alternative to choofe be:

fhame and ruin. Him who fubmics, they-<

troon ;_and him who relents, they fleece i

Canter lof triers
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law. There are others who, to bring their fellow-

creatures down to their own level, brave the execra~

tions of mankind, and the vengeance of Heaven:

fuch harpies do exift, who, though bold enough to

infult, are tame enough to receive chaflifement

without refiftance ; and, though tame enough to fub-

mit-to chaftifement, are fo furioufly vindiétive as to

proclaim their fhame their cowardice, perhaps in’
the face of an open court, in order to glut their re-

venge by the pillage of their adverfary’s purfe. Let

fuch men enjoy the fruits of their machinations, if

they can—To their own feelings I confign thems

for I can with a villain no greater curfe than the *
company of his own confcience, nor a poltroon a

more poignant fting than that which the contempt

of mankind infliéts upon him.

es

LETTER LX.
———

Passinc through Madura, I arrived: at”
Trichinopoly, where I met Mr. Suturivan, the
refident of Tanjore, who very politely furnithed me
with a letter to Mr. Hipprstzy, his deputy” et
Tanjore, from whom I received many marks of

civility. At that place Thad the pleafare of meet-
ing a gentleman with whom Thad been at college,
and for whom I had always entertained a great

efteem: this was Colonel Fuitarron. Itlis, am
old maxim, that we thould fay nothing but gdod.b&
the dead— De mortuis nil nifi bonum.” fr ise
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& new maxim, I believe, to avoid praifing the living ¢

Iam aware of “the indelicacy of it ; and therefore

purpofely avoid in this, as I fhall in other inftarices, -

ipeaking the full opinion I entertain. To the general

efteem in which he was held by all ranks of people in

India, Irefer you to Colonel Futtarton’s charatter=

it is of fuch a fort, that I with to hold it up for

your-imitation. At a time of life when others have

arrived to fome perfeétion in their proreffion, he made

choice of his, and entered for the firft time into the

arduous military department, with a command _for

which the training of many. years is no more than

fufficient to prepare other men. The Minifter of that

day gave him this important charge, underwent the

clamours of Oppofition for it, and was juftified in the

event. When the Colonel came to at, fo far from

being deficient, his whole condué was diftinguifhed,

not lefs for military talent than courage—while the’
moft fortunate command of temper and captivating.

addrefs. fubdued the fpirit of prejudice, reconciled the

moft difeordant, and gained him, though a King’s

Officer, the efteem as much of the Company’s as

King’s troops. In fhort, all ranks of people, civil as

well as military, whether belonging to King or Com-

pany, united in approbation, of his conduét—a thing

not before, nor fince, but in the perfon of Lory

“ CoRNWALLIS.

Too much cannot be faid of the advantages ré-

lting from a proper command of temper. _ To pro-

mote that in my FREDERICK, will be attended with

little difficulty = on the-contrary, my only- doubt is;

that the placability. and mildnefs of his difpofition

will too often fubje& “him to impofition. Jouw isy

however, of a different temper; there is fomething

in it which requires both admonition and good |

ample to. reprefs within proper~ bounds :-to-

him=the beanty as-well aa of a mildscooh

S B =
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per, fuchinftances as Colonc] Funparton may be

of weight, and I with him to reflect upon it. And

here I am reminded of a perfon and a circumflance
fo exactly in point, that I cannot refrain from noticing’

them : they convey no inadequate idea of the happi-
nefs refulting from a gentlenefs of nature, and domi-
nion over the mind; and as the perfon L allude to is :

dead, I may fpeak of him with the greater freedom

in that full ftrain of praife of which his fhjning ”
virtues deferve. .
Of all the men I haye ever had the good fortune to

know, Sir Ancnipatp CAMPBELL poflefled, in: the
highelt degree, that heavenly turn of mind, which
not only is at peace with itfelf, but diffufes harmony

and cheerfulnefs around it. No bufinefs, however

urgent in occafion, reftri@ed in point of time, or em-
barraffed with difficulty—no accident; however unex-
pected, or event, however finifter—none of thofe in-
numerable minutie which fret and chafe the tempers
of other men, ever fufpended the cool tenor oi his
thought ‘even for a moment: nothing fhoak the fe-
renity of his temper—nothing deranged the prefence
of his mind: uniform and lacid, he in all fituationshad the full dominion of himielt and in the field it gave
him a decided fuperiority ; nor was this felicity of
hature confined to his ‘public condué ; it attended
him at the domeftic enjoyments of the fire-fide—at the
focial board—in the private recefles of his clofet ;
and the very-fame habit of foul which, in his great
public duties, rendered him valuable to his Country;
and formidable to her enemies, gained him the admira-
tion and efteem of his friends, the unbounded affec-
tion of his family, and the blefling of all his dependants.
An incident that oceurred in my prefence may

ferve in fome meafure to decipher the mind of-thi
admirable man—t thall never forget it. Pt
to his going to India, he had exerted his :

: 
= 

: <i Dponat
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to obtain from the Eaft India Company fome res

ward for my fervices;-and,a few days before his.

departure, promifed to fpeak again to Mr, De-

Vaynes, Chairman of the Eaft India Company, 1

waited on him on the day he was fetting off; he was

jet about to depart, and furrounded by a numerous

circle. In the midft of this buftle, and the confu-

fion; one would fuppofe, infeparable from fach a

crifis, he recolle&ted: -his<promife—told.me Mr. Dx-

vaynes had that minute taken leave of him, and
he had forgot to mention me, but faid that he would

write to him on the fubje@ ; and, though he was at

the inftant on the point of moving to the carriage that

was to carry him off, fat down, and with that amiable.

fweetnefs of manners and happily colleéted mind fo

peculiarly his own, wrote a letter for me to Mr. De

vaynes—holding converfation, the while, in the moft

lively, engaging manner, with the perfons. around.

him. ‘The concifenefs and perfpicuity of language in

which this letter was couched, will ferve-to eluci«

date what I have faid—I therefore tranfcribe it

for you:

“St. Fames’s Hotel, Sept. 30, 1785-

Dear Sir; ;

«J forgot to mention to you this forenoon, and
“ acain to repeat my earneft wifhes, you would take

« the cafe of Mr. GAmPnE.t {peedily into your confi-

“deration. His fafferings were of fuch a nature,

and his fervices fo meritorious, that I am per-

* fuaded, upon a fair inveltigation of both, you will
‘give him your firmeft fapport. } have looked into
* all his papers ; and the teltimonies of effential fer-
« vices rendered to the Company by. him, do him,

« my opinion, the higheft honour. Unlefs. fuck
“sits are recompenfed, dew will rifk every th

g Bb Sy — Sindee Bi
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“Mr. Campse.y did, to promote the fuccefs of the

“< Company’s arms in India: but I truft you will fee it

“4mits proper light ; and in that hope I fhall- only.

“add, that whatever a&s of kindnefs you thew to him,

~_ will be confidered asan obligation conferred on,

; « Dear Sir,

© Your faithful and moft obedient humble fervant,

“ ARcHIBALD CAMPBELL.”

‘To William DevaynessEjgem

~Beaffured, my dear boys, (for now I fpeak to Joun
as well as Freperick), that one aé of triumph over
the temper is worth a. million of triumphs over our
fellow-creatures, and: that the perfeét dominion of our

. mind is more advantageous and Jaudable than the do-

~~ gninion over Provinces or Nations. The one attaches
merely to our corporeal part, and is buried with our duft
in the grave: the other follows our immortal part, and-

- pais with it into eternity.
On my leaving Tanjore, Colonel Fun arton hon-

- oured me with the care of a letter to Lord Macatt-
> NEY, then Governor of Madras—an extra@ of which
~ 1 give you, as it applied to my bufinefs particularly:

“ Tanjore, March 20, ¥783.*

_,- My Lorn; ees

“ Thad the honour to write to your lordfhip om
the 8th by Captain Hatiam, who carried from
hence very large packets to you. The opportunity -_

© of Captain CamP3Exx tempts me to trouble your.
© Jordihip, merely to inform you, that all my letters
“from Bidanore aferibe in a great degree the fucecfs
“ of our atms in that quarter, and the ramam
“ yolution=effeéted there, to the infltience hE

with Hyar Sasa; and to the propofals of fursen-
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der which he: faggelted, and tranfa&ed with the

General and Jemadar. I think it neceffary that you,

my lord, may know how much the: Public is in-

debted to Captain GampseLi, whofe good fortune

in this affair has only been equalled by his good

condu&. He is perfeétly acquainted with the fate

of affairs on the other coaft, and has feen and heard

much of our.tranfaétions here; fo: that no perfon

can give a more clear or unbiaffed view of events.”

I had alfo the good luck to meet, at Tanjore, Mr.

Buowanan, a very near connection of mine, for whom

T had long entertained a fincere and warm regard... It

has been my misfortune to have been obliged frequent=

ly to cenfure fome of my relatives for ill-nature and .in-
gratitude: I never did fo without the moft painful fen=

fations. When, on the contrary, Lam enabled to

fpeak to: their honour, 1 feel a proportionate thare of

pleafure: I am- therefore happy in mentioning Mr.

BucHANAn asa man as amiable in his private as ref-

peétable in his public character ; but the fatisfaction 1

felt at this meeting was much alloyed by finding him in

avery bad ftate of health.

Before Lleft Tanjore, L-had an opportunity of being

eye-witnefs to. that extraordinary. and horrid ceremony,

the buring of a-Gentoo woman with the body of her
hufband. As this is a point which has occaficned
much {peculation and fome doubt among: Europeans, t

inclofe you an accurate account of the ceremony, as

minuted down at the timeit happened. :

«

«

«

‘

é

* Defeription of the Ceremony of the Gentoo Women burning

= themfeloes with the bodies of their Hufbands,

* This day, _——, I went to. fee a Gentoo
réfign herfelf to be burned along with the

her deceafed hufband.

oh
Bb3
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<¢ ‘The place fixed upon for this tragic feene, was a

{mall iflet on the bank of one of the branches of the

river Cavery, about a mile to the Northward of the

fort of Tanjore.

* When I came to the fpot,-I found the vidin,

swho appeared to be not above fixteen, fitting on the _

ground, dreffed in the Gentoo manner, with a white

cloth wrapped round her, fome white flowers like

jeflamins hanging round her neck, and fome of them

hanging from her hair. There were about twenty

‘women fitting on their hams round her, holding a white

handkerchief, extended horizontally over her head, to

-fhade her from the fun, which was exceflively hot, it

“being then about noon.

* At about twenty yards from where fhe was fitting,

«sand facing her, there were feveral. Bramins bufy in

-conftruéing a pile with billets of fire-wood : the pile

‘was about eight feet long, and four broad. They firlt
began by driving fome upright ftakes into the ground,
and then built up the middle to about the height of
three feet and 2 half with billets of wood.
“The dead hufband, who, from his appearance,

feemed to be about fixty years of age, was lying clofe

by, ftretched out ona bier, made of Bamboo canes.

Four Bramins walked in proceffion three times round

the dead body, firft in a direéion contrary to the

fun, and afterwards other three times in a direétion

with the fun, all the while muttering incantations 5
and at each round or circuit they. made, they
untwifted, and immediately again twilted up the fimall

Jong lock of hair which is left unfhaven at the back of
their heads. uss

*€ Some other Bramins were in the mean time em-
ployed in {prinkling water out of a green leaf, re

up like a cup, upon a fmall heap of cakes of «

one with which the pile was afterwards to’

re,
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An old Beamin fat at the Nortlveaft corner of the

pile upon his hams, with a pair of fpeétacles on, read=

~ing, Tfuppofe; the Shafter, or their Seripteres, from a

“book compofed of Cajan leaves. z

« Having been prefent now nearly an hour, I in-

quired when they meant to fet the pile on fire : they:

anfwere, in about two hours. As this fpeétacle was

riot melancholy, andinaturally-ftruck me with horror,

and as: Ehad only: gone there to affure myfelf of the —

truth of fuch fatrifices being made, 1 went away towards —

the fort. After I was gone about five hundred yards,:

they. fent fome one to-tell me they would burn imme~

diately 5 on which I returned, and found the woman

had been tnoved from where the was fitting to theriver,:

where the Brantins were bathing her. On taking her

out 6f the water, they put fome money in her hand,

which fhe dipped in the qiver, aod divided among the

Braniing ;-the had thena yellow cloth rolled partially
round her. ‘They. put -fome red colour, abont the

fize of a fixpence,..on the centre of her. forehead, and

rubbed fomething’ that eppeared’to me to be clay. She
was then led to tne pile, round which the walked three

times as the fan goes: fhe then mounted itat the North-
eat comer, without any affiftance; and fat herfelf down
on the right fide of her fuitband, awh had been pr

vioufly laid upon the pile. ~ She thea onferewed the

pins whiclr faftened the jewels or filver eae He
aring = after fhe had taken them off, fhe fhut them, and:
ferewed in the pins again, and. gave one (0 each of
two women who. were -flanding: fhe unfcrewed the’ -
ea¥-tings, and other toys, with gréat compolure, and
divided them amorig the women who were ‘with her.

‘There feemed to be fome little fquablle about the
tribution of her jewels, which the fettled wit!
precifion ; and then, falling gently backwax
afold of the yellow cloth over her face,

breaft towards her ue and
5 
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arm over his breaft ; and in this pofture fhe remained

without moving.

< Juft before the lay down, the Bramins put fome
rice in her lap, and alfo fome in the mouth and on the~

long grey beard of her hufband: they then fprinkled

fome water on the head, breaft and feet of both, and tied

them gently together round the middle with a flender

bit of rope: they then raifed, as it were, a little wall.

of wood lengthways on two fides of the pile, foas to

raife it above the level of the bodies ; and then put crofs

pieces, foas to prevent the billets of wood from prefling

on them : they then poured on the pile, above where the

‘woman lay, a potful of fomething that appeared to me

to be oil ; after this they heaped on more wood, to the

height of about four feet above where the bodies were

built in; fo that all I now faw was a ftack of fire-wood.

* Qne of the Bramins, 1 obferved, ftood at the end

of the pile next the woman’s head—was calling to her

through the interftices of the wood, and laughed

feveral times during the convérfation. Laftly, they

_overfpread the pile with wet ftraw, and tied it on with

FOPER. a -
¢ A Bramin then took a handful of ftraw, which he

fet on fire at the little heap of burning cakes of cow-

dung ;. and, ftanding to windward of the pile, he let

the wind drive the flame from the ftray till it catched

the pile, Fortunately, at this inftant, the wind rofe

much higher than it had been any part of the day ; and

in an inftant the flames pervaded the whole pile, and it

burnt with great fury. I liftened a few feconds, but

could not diftinguith any fhrieks, which might perhaps

be owing to my being then to windward. Ina yery few

minutes, the pile became a heap. of afhes..

¢ During the whole time of this procefs, which lg

from firft to laft above two hours before we-I

of the woman by her being built up in the OF

the pile, 1 kept my eyes almoft conftantly upon her
>
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and I declare to God that I could not perceive, either
in her countenance or limbs, the leaft trace of either’

horror, fear, or even hefitation : her countenance was

“perfectly compofed and placid ; and the was not, Tam

pofitive, cither intoxicated or ftupified. From feveral

circumftances, I thought the Bramins exultedin this

hellith facrifice, and did not feem at all difpleafed that

Europeans thould be witnefles\of it? =

From. Tanjore I ptoceeded to Negapatnam, which

had been taken from. the Dutch by the Company’s

troops, and where Mr. CocHran, an old friend of

mine, was Chief,

The communication by land between Negapatnam

and Madras being interrupted by the enemy’s troops, I ¢

embarked ina veflel, and proceeded thither by fea

Major Jounston, of the Engineers, being alfo a paf-

fenger.

LET ZERLXL

HyrHERTO every Step of my journey has
been marked by occurrences fo unexpected, and ac-

cidents fo extraordinary, that I thould feel fome re-
Pugnance to relate them, left my veracity fhould be
called in queftion, were they not attefted by fo many

living perfons of refpectabilicy, and by written

ments of authority on record. Were one to 5

fider them merely as the offspring of fi@ion, ‘th ae

Would perhaps have intereft enough to a ae at



viewing them as fa@s, they borrow,

‘from heir number and rapid“ facceflion, as well-as

_ from their fingularity; fo much: of the ‘complexion of »
~. *_tmaginary “adventure, that the combination cannot,

1 think; fail to: intereft ‘your ‘mind aswell as your

feeli F <
“Nagapattiam, within a fhort ron of

dras, it is natural for you to fuppofe” that -adven-

ture was af an end, and that fortune, fatigued by the

inceflant exertion of her eaprice, might have left -meé

+6 proceed thé=fhort: refidue of my way without fur-
ther moleftation.. It fell out otherwife: fhe had

» marked me as her game, and ‘refolved to worty me

to the laft moment; for, as’ we approached Madras,

we were chafed by a French frigate, and taken near

Fort St. George. ¥
~ This appeared to me the greateft misfortune had

yet met with, and likely to be the moft fatal in its

-confequences. In order to explain this, I muft recur

_ to certain circumftances, which though I was informed

of them fince my releafe from Hydernagur, I did not
relate to you, becanfe they were no way connected

with my narrative ull now.

Monficur Surrrzin, the French Admiral, having

a number of Britith prifoners in his poffeflion, whom

he found it extremely inconvenient to fupport, made

a propofal for an exchange—which, from fome failure~

in the conveyance, or ambiguity in the terms of the

correfpondencé, was neglected: = - :

The motives or accidents which gave. rife ‘to this

negle& have never been completely” developed; and

perhaps the Admiral himfelf, Sir Eowarp HucHess
and Lord MacaxTyry, were the only’ perfons wlio.
knew the bottom of that. tranfa@ion. - In-fuch
however, the ignorance of faé is generally
by conjeGtures and men have prefumed to :

unequivocally on the mere hypothetical figgeltions of
CEs
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their own imaginations. Candour, however, in fach
a cafe, where it could not fpeak with certainty, would
fpeak with caution. An Hiftorian, particularly, thould
fteer clear of party rancour, and not fuffer the pre-

judice or malignity which mifled himfelf, to go down
to-and miflead poiterity. Where pofitive proof ig
wanting, if we ate obliged to decide, we mutt judge
by analogy and.inference; and in the cafe now before

us, we have little but the charaéters of the perfons

concerned to guide us in our decifion.

Of the horrid cataftrophe which fucceeded the ne-
gle& of exchanging’ prifoners, it. is hardly poflible

that any one but Monfieur Surrret himfelf could

have had a conception.» To fuppofe, that, under

fuch an impreffion, our leading men would have

hefitated to prevent it, would be to fuppole their in-

telleéts weak, and their hearts corrupt and inhuman.

I fancy it will be difficult to faften on Lord Macart-

ney cither the one or the other; for he was wife

and humane: thofe whom the difappointment of un-
teafonable expectations, or the “malevolence of party,

have induced to fufpect his Lordthip’s heart, have

been forced by his conduét to revere his-talents; and ~
the breath of calumny has‘never touched the humanity

of Sir Epwarp Huenes. Whatever their motives,

therefore, may have been—reafon, confcience, and

—candour, muft acquit them of the confequences. It
thould be recolleéted, too, that Monfieur Surrrem’s

charaéter was a very probable fecurity, in the mind

of men of fenfe and honour, againft any a& of horrid
inhumanity ; his condué as an officer had made a new

wra in thé Naval Hiftory of France: his. talents and
courage might be compared, without difadvantage, *
to thofe of the belt of our Britifh Admirals ; and he
chad exhibited marks of uncommon generofity to thofe
‘whom the chance of war had thrown into his hands. *

It would therefore have been fomething more”

z - prefciences'~
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‘preftience to have. prefuppofed- what adtually hap-
pened; and I declare moft folemnly, that the inference
I draw from the whole: information I have had on the

fubje& is, that, calamitous though the event was, it
attaches no pofitive guilt on any of the parties con-

cerned, The fa& is plainly this: The French Ad-

miral having no place on. the coaft where he could fe-

cure his prifoners, and grieving, as he himfelé fub-

fequently wrote to Mr. Hasrines, to fee the un-

happy men, who had been fix or feven months at:

fea, dying, of the feurvy, delivered over the. pri-

foners, to the number of above three hundred, to

Hyper. Their fate afterwards was fuch as it would

harrow up your foul to hear related.

Take the ‘whole of the. circumftances into one

glance, and fee what my feelings muft have been on

finding myfelf once more a prifoner. HyprR ALLI,

who was, when compared with the worft defpots of.
the European world, a monfter, muft yet be con-

fidered, when put in comparifon with his fucceflor
Tiproo, mild and merciful” Hyper, from policy

and hypocrify, fhewed fome lenity to the prifoners

who fell into his hands. Inftances are known where

Britith captives have broke*through the crowd that

furrounded him into. his prefence for “proteétion—
when he has hypocritically. feigned anger, threatened

the perfons who had treated them ill, reprobated —

feverity, and fent them off fatisfied for the prefent.

Tirpoo, on the contrary, was fo perfeétly favage,

that cruelty feemed to be, not only the internal habit

of his foul, ‘but the guide of all his a¢tions, the mov-
ing principle of his policy, the’ rule of his public con-
du&, and the fource of “his private gratification. Like.

the tyger which, Burrow tells us, kills the le

flock bofore He begins to feed, every appetite
Hee to ae more urgent calls of barbari .

while one drop of blood remained unjpilled, one agon:

unignieeds,
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uninfli&ed, one tear unthed, the natural appetites of

Tieroo ftood fufpended, and the luxuries of life”

courted his enjoyment in vain. Like the hyena which

THompson calls the felleft of the fell, the fury of

his nature was neither to be controuled by refiftance,

nor affuaged by blandifhments. Aloof from the ge~

neral order of the workings of Providence, he ftands

a fingle inftance, in which the Omnipotenthasprefented

a glowing living pi@ure, aLL SHADE: not one ray) ~

breaks in, to relieve the gloomy afpeé& of the pieces

but, diftin@ from “the whole human race, of him

alone it may be faid, that he never yet difclofed, even:

for a moment, one fpark of virtue. .

From barbarity fo inflexible to thofe taken in the

ordinary chance of war, what could I expec if I feil

again into his hands—I who had been the inftrument

of one of his chief Governors”. defe&tion—who had,

by my negociations, contributed to deprive him of a

Province, and, what perhaps might have had greater

weight with him, robbed him of the gratification

of a long harboured revenge, by putting his enemy

Hyar Sauis under the protection of the Company ?

Diabolical vengeance never perhaps met with a fubjecé

of fuch fublime enjoyment, as the torturing of me

would have been to this monfter. Couple this, then,

my Freperick, with the fears of SurFRein’s doing

by me as he had already done by the other Englifh

prifoners—and guefs what my terror and confterna-
tion muft have been at falling into the hands of the-

French! re
Having ftruck our colours to the French frigate,

the Captain ordered us to follow her, and ftcered to

the northward. We obeyed him for fome time = at

length night’fell ; and, a frefh and favourable breeze ~~

fortunately aiding the attempt, we put about, raa
Madras, and luckily dropt anchor fafely in the

Tn the efcapes I had hitherto had, there was-alwats>
ac ORG,
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fome difagreeable circumftance to alloy the pleafure

arifing from them—In this inftance, my joy was pure

and unqualified; andI looked forward with a reafon-

able hope that the worft was all over.

“Here I found Lord Macartney governor, ftrug-

gling to fupport the credit of the Company, and

dire&ting their affairs through fuch embarraflments and

difficulties as made the moft wife and temperate

—* defpair of fuccefs. So arduous an undertaking~as the

government of Madras then was, has rarely occurred 5

and a more fuccefsful final accosplifhment is not tor

be inftanced. In the inceflant confli&s to which he

was expofed, he maintained his poft with inflexible:

firmnefs and unabated energy of mind—and, in the

moft trying circumftances, difcharged his important

duty with zeal, integrity and wifdom. The ftri&

_* ‘difcharge of the duty he owed to his country, raifed
clamours againft him among an interefted few in

India; but the united applaufes of all parties, on his
return to England, ftamped currency on his fame, and

has broken the thafts of detraétion.

TP VOR eeee
LETTER. LXiL

: AFTER fo many hazards.and-hardfhips as
Ihad-undergone, it was a moft pleafing refleétion

to find myfelf in a fociety compofed of my idle
profeffional conneétions, and warmeft and ‘int

friends : but this was a-happinels 1 could not 19
JF ovs
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enjoy 5 for, being charged with a miffion from Hvar’

Sais to the Governor-General and Supreme Council;
I was conftrained to proceed to Bengal, and ac-

cordingly fet fail for Calcutta, which I reached in

litle more than a week, without encountering any.

accident, or meeting a fingle occurrence,. worth the:
relation. Upon my arrival there, Sir Jouw Mac-

PHERSON, who was in the Supreme Council, gave me

a kind invitation: to'live at his houfe, and.prefented.
me to Mr. Hastinos, wich whom-F- entered into a

negociation on behalf of Hvar Sauis, which will

appear by the following letters: 4

LETTER TO WARREN HASTINGS, ESQ

& Crlcutta, May 3, 1733-

* HonouRABLE SIR,

Indifpofition has put it out of my power, fince the

© frft day after my arrival here, to have the ho-

“nour of paying you my refpetts, and of laying

* before you, for the information of the board,.the

“ objeéts of my miflion to your fuperintending govern-

© ment. ae :

«As thefe objeéts are of public importance, and

9 ill health may prevent me, for fome time longer,

** from having the honour of waiting upon you, L
« take the liberty to beg your attention to this addres.

“The great reyolution in fayour of the India
“Company upon the welt fide of India, and to

“© which Thad the happinefs of being in fome: little

“ degree inftrumental,, has been certainly brought
“about by the zeal and. fpirit of General Mar+

“rHews; but that officer aferibes to. the or
and fupplies of your government the principal

“ of. the undertaking’ he looks to the fame sot .

a
4
:
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« ment for apport in the arrangement which he has

«< made, and may make, for the fecurity of the con-

“¢ quered province.

~ © The hurry in which I left him, and his anxiety

» for my {peedy communication of his fuccefles. gave no

time for a formal communication to the Governor-

«€ General and council, of the particulars of his fuc-

«© ceffes, and of the arrangements which he wifhed to

be adopted. He wrote a fhort account of the firft

«to the Prefidency of Fort St. George; and gave

“me a public letter to the Commander in Chief of

«€ the Military Eftablifhment of that Prefidency to

«© which I particularly belong, in atteftation of the

«© fervices I rendered in the negociation between him

«and the Governor of Bidanore, for the furrender

“© of that capital and province. A copy of that letter

*« Thave the pleafure to lay before you.

~~ As I was charged with a particular commiflion.

< from Hyat Sauis, the manager of the Bidanore

“province, to the Governor-General and council, a8

«appears: by his letter, which I had the honour of
“‘prefenting to you, General MarrHews gave me,

<< in verbal imftruétions, and memorandums written in

«« his own hand, the particulars of what he wifhed me

“to reprefent to your Government : he gave me,

“ befides, fhort notes of introduétion to. two “of the

“ members of Government, whom. he knew perfo-

“ nally—referring them to me for an account of his

“ fituation, and allowing me, I believe, more credit

“* than I deferve; for the fhare I had in contributing

** to his final acquifition.of Bidanore without drawing

“a fword.

“Tt would be tedious, and more fit for the detail
“ of converfation than of a public addefs, to inform
“ you of the various fteps that led to the fntrender
« of the capital and province. of Bidanore. filed
«had feveral conferences with Hyat Santp

HY DER"

~ ee oa
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‘“ Hyper’s death; and endeavour to fuggeft to him

“the advantage which would arife to him from a
revolt im favour of the Company. My efforts in

“ thefe converfations ended ultimately in the moft ri-

“ gorous diftrefs to myfelf: Iwas put in irons, and

* remained {fo for four months, in a fituation only of

* exiftence without any . hopes..of ever elcaping.

«When General. Marews had. ftormed the

“ Ghauts, Hyat Saute fent for me, and, after va-

“ rious firuggles, and much indecifion, agreed tomy

“ proceeding to the Englith camp; and-I conduéted

© General Maruews, almoft unattended, into. Bi-

“ danore.. Hvar Sanip at length agreed to fubmit:

but as, in his various converfations with me be-

“fore and after- that event, he made a very par-

‘ticular diftinétion between the government of Bom-

“bay and the chief government of the Englith- in

““Indoftan, fo he propofed that I thould immediately

* depart, after he had given up the place and all the

* forts of the Province, with a letter to you, to ob-

tain your fan@ion to me to his arrangements with

* the Englith General.

“ Thefe arrangements were not even clearly defi-

“ned before my departure ; and fo afixions was he

“for my {peedy arrival at Calcutta, thar he only
“ gave me the general propofitions that are contained
“in his letter. sei

“Permit me here to obferve, that it is by the treat

“ment which Hvat Sane meets with, that the

& other chiefs of Hyper’s country will eltimate the
“ advantage of abandoning the interefts of Tirroo

© Sanus, or will confirm their dependence upon him.
« Trppoo was prevented by his father. from all inter-

*courfe with the Governors of his provinces, or any

“ interference in country affairs ; fo that-thofe:

* charge at his father’s death are ftrangers to

«and are men to whom he has little attachment. -
«is, befides, confidered to be of a cruel difpofition.

ec nee Hig
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“< Hisifather was cruel upon a political principle: he
thought to be fo from nature.

~ © The unfortunate differences about money which

£ arofe in General MaTHeEws’s camp, and of which

you will probably hear from the Prefidency of

*« Bombay, took up much of the Gencral’s time, and

“may have*retarded his operations: however, his

*¢ fuccefs in the reduétion of Mangalore gives a

fecurity to his conquefts. The revenues of the

Bidanore Province are about twenty lacks of pago-

*© das per annum.

‘The particular fituation of the capital merits at-

“tention. It is placed in a valley of confiderable

extent in circumference: according to the beft ob-

*¢ feryation I could make, there is an afcent to it,

from all fides, of near feven miles: it can only be

“¢ approached by four roads, which are cut among

the hills, and which were judicioufly fortified with

S great pains by Hyper: woods, to the depth of
** many miles, are a-frontier round its fkirts ; and

“where thefe admitted a paflage, Hyper took the
** precaution to plant bamboos and thorns—fo that I
«¢ have little fear but that General Maruzws will

“be able to defend thefe paffes; and as. for pro-

vifions, and military ftores of all kinds, that were

found in Bidanore, of the latter particularly, what,

according to General Matuews’s own declara-

tion, would equip nine fuch armies as his.

»~ *Cundapore is the next fea-port to Bidanore, and
s* js diftant about fifty miles: Mangalore is diftant

“about a hundred miles. The road leading from

Mangalore joins with that from Cundapore, where

the afeent of the hills commence: another road

from Bidanore leads to Seringapatam, and a fourth

2

*

** into the Marhatta country. cis
* It was from the lower country, along; ce

* coat, between Ouore and Mangalore, which, is
«© watered by many rivers, and is the belt.
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« country I ever faw, that Hyper got the greateft
part of his provifions for his army in the Carnatic ;

and, independent of the advantages which the
Company have gained by the acquifition of thefe

countries, the confequent Joffes of the Myforeans

are immenfe, and fuch as will difable them from ~

affifting the French in the Carnatic.

« Tt becomes not. an‘ officer-of* my rank to. make

any obfervations that relate to the condué of the

« different governments of my employers; but T am

& obliged to obferve, in jattice to Hvar Sanrp’s

declaration to me, that he will not rely upon any

arrangement made in his favour by the Governor

and council of Bombay, unlefs he has a fpeedy

anfwer to his letter from this government. He has
requefted me to return with that anfwer, and with

the fanétion of the Governor-General to the cowl

given to him by General Matuews. Though I

<< am worn down by my fufferings in prifon, and my

health can fearcely enable me to be carried by land,

Tam ready to undertake this fervice; for I know

it is the greateft I may ever have it inmy power to

render to the company and to my country. Ber

« My return to the other coaft. with a favourable
anfwer to Hvar SAHtz, will be the fignal to other

Chiefs to throw off the yoke of Treroo; and if
Colonel Lone has made any progrefs in the Coi

m-

«© batore country, or that General Martuews 
has

* not been too feverely prefled by Tiproo, I may
arrive upon the other coaft in time to be of real ufe
to the company- 2

“ T know, Honourable Sir, the liberal and great

* fyftem’ of your adminiftration : I will not, there-
“© fore, point out any little circumftances about the

footing upon which 1 fhould return to Hyer =

‘© Sanip, or rémain upon the other coaft. I his
_ * only to be rewarded by my employers 25 Tam sie

3 ec2 ;

«

«

«

«

“

«

«

«

«

«

«

«

«

«

«

©

«
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«© cefsful; and I fhall leave it to your goodnefs, and
< to your diftinguifhed zeal for the publi propriety,

to give me any inftruétions for my condu&,-or to

- charge me with any advices to General MarHews,

** as you may think proper. ,

© T hope you will pardon this long and irregular’

addrefs, and honour me -by communicating any

© part of it that you may think worthy of communi-

“ cation to the gentlemen of the council.

«© J have the honour to be, &c. &c.

“ DonaLp CAMPBELL.”

aon

« P. §. When you are at leifure, and I am able

* to have the honour’of attending you, I would with
to communicate to you.a more particular detail of

<< my converfation with Hvar Sants—what Gene-

‘© ral Maruews’s hopes of fupport from this govern-

«* ment were, and the future plans he then medi-~

« tated—and my ideas of the méafures that fhould

“be purfued by the Prefidency of Fort St. George,
“© to-fupport General Marsews, and improve the
«« advantages he has gained. = s

<<“ To Warren Haftings, Efq.
“ Governor-General of Bengal.”

““ LETTER FROM HYAT SAHIB, ALLUDED TO IN
THE FOREGOING.

(Ujual Introduttion.) 2

~ J have dire@ted the affairs of the Soobeh of Hy-
«* dernagur for fome years paft, on the part of the Nav-
“ vaup Hyper. When fately’ attacked by=ithe
<< victorious forces of the Englifh under the c

“of General Marnews, Loppofed him,
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led my duty inevery refpect; but feeing the fupe-

rior fortune and force of the Englifh, and receiv-

ing propofals for peace from General MaTHews,

by thefe circumftances, but more efpecially by, the:

perfuafions of Captain Campsenn, the fon of Co~

Jonel CAMPBELL, who was formerly at Chinaput-
tan, I was induced to.come to terms, and delivered

up to General Matuzws»the treafury, property,

flores and keys “of ‘the forts of this country. If 1

had been difpofed, I had it in my power to have

appropriated this colle&ed wealth to other pur-

pofes ; but, from a regard to the high fortune of

the Kine of Encianp, and the uprightnefs and

integrity of the Englith people, 1 have included

myfelf in the number of your fervants; and have

determined, with the utmoft fincerity and purity

of heart, to ferve you well and faithfully. By the

blefling of Gop, under your aufpices, my endea-
vours towards the well and full performance of my

duty {hall be ten-fold greater than heretofore ; and

as General MaTHeEws intends to proceed to Sering-

puttam, your loyal fervant will affift, :to the utmofk
of his ability and-power, You will be fully in-

formed on this fabje& by Captain Camppete-

Honour, and favour,-and reward, matt flow from
“you. i

© From the time of your firt eftablifhment in this
country to the -prefent period. the engagements of
the Englith have been facredly’ performed ante ad-
hered to; nor have they been-wanting m their pro-

teétion of the honour and dignity: of the Surdars of

Bengal, and. other places. -I hope, from your fa- ~
vour -and benevolence, that you will iftie your’

commands to General: Maruews

with all due kindnefs-and attention. I

fhelter sunder-sthe- fhadow of your bene

Sh Scape Gewese
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« Captain Campzect has fhewn me great kindnefs
« in this refpeét, and, by encouraging me to hope

for your favour, has led me to become your. fer-

€ yant. You will be fully informed of the ftate of

© affairs in this quarter by Captain Camppett’s
“ Jetrers.

“© Written on the 25th of Suffur, A. Het 197-”
*< A true copy,

¢ J.P. Aurion, Sec.”

LETTER TO WARREN HASTINGS, ESQ.

“© Calcutta, May 25, 1783:

*© Honourasre Sir,

*¢ Some time ago, I did myfelf the honour of writ-

*< ing to you, on the fubje& of my miflion from

© Hyart Saurs to this government.
“¢ It is with pleafure I now underftand that you

“ have come to the refolution of fending an anfwer

“ to his letter. I cannot help delivering it as my

“ opinion, that a decided and avowed proteétion

«¢ granted to him from this government, will be pro-

“¢ ductive of great public utility: but should you,

“< and the other gentlemen of the council, think pro-

*¢ per to decline this, from motives beft known to

‘© yourfelves, and of which I fhall not pretend to

« judge, I beg leave humbly to reprefent, that the

§ fooner Hvat Sauis’s letter is acknowledged, the
‘¢ more fatisfaéory it will be to him, and the more

§ efficacious in its probable good confequences.

“ Tam ready and anxious to proceed immediately

** to the other coaft with the anfwer to HyaT S&HIB,
# and fhall take the liberty of hoping that you! will

‘ ¢ z geal & give
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« give me inftruétions to remain fome time with him,

« that he may have an opportunity of tranfmitting,

‘ through me, any communication that he may with

* to eftablith with this government. I have the plea-

« fure to inform you, that that Prefidency to which

« T particularly belong, have granted me their con-

s fent to be employed in the final arrangement of the

« Bidanore treaty, fhould your board think proper

“ to choofe meas-a-fit perfon ; and they have further

unanimoufly done me the honour to approve of
«© my conduét in the commencement of this buiinefs.

<<" With refpect to the appointments you may judge

« right to allow me, | truft entirely to your own ideas

“ of propriety. I with for nothing more than what

« jg fufficient to defray the expences of fuch a jour-
“ ney, and to enable me to maintain that charaéter

* ina fituation of this kind which is requifite to pro-

* mote the public good. :

« [have the honour to be, with the greateft refpect,
<< HonouRABLE SIR, 7

“ Your moft faithful and moft obedient fervant,

« DonaLp CAMPBELL.”
4 ; : So

After fome delay,*I-received inftru@tions, together
with a letter from Mr. Hastines for Hvar, with

which I fer off in order to deliver it into his own hands,
as follows : te

LETTER TO CAPTAIN DONALD CAM
PEELL-

«Sir, : ;

“ J have it in command from the Honourable the
‘ Governor-General and council, to tranfmit you -

“ inclofed anfwer from the Governor-General E

Soe

c
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*<-Jetter which you brought from Hvat Sania, the
¢ Foufdar of Bidanore, to this government, upon the

‘< occafion of his furrendering that country to the

“company. As you propofe to return to Bidanore,

“* the Board requeft that you will deliver this anfwer

in perfon to Hyar Sante, with affurances from

them of every protection and fupport which the

eminent fervices rendered by him to the company

give him fo good a right to expeé, and which

they have it in their power to grant; and you

will acquaint him, that they have further agreed

to recommend him in fuch terms to the Honourable
the Court of Dire&tors, as may encourage him to —
hope for every attention from their juftice.

“ Confidering the great importance of the acquifi-

tion .of Bidanore to the company, its proportionable

difadvantage to the enemy, and the magnitude of
the objeét_ to be obtained. by holding out every

poflible incitement and encouragement to the Mana-

gers of the Myfore country, to throw off a new

and unfettled dependence on the enemy’s govern-
ment, in order to obtain a more fecure and bene-

ficial ‘tenure from the company’s pofleffion, the
Board are the more readily inclined--to. afford this

early return to the advances of Hyat Sauip, in

the hope that it will infpire him with freth confi-
dence in the Englith government, and rivet his at-

*< tachment to ite 2 .

~ “ It will be at your option, either~to return im-

mediately with Hvar Sans’s anfwer to the Go-

vernor-General’s letter, if you thall deem it of fuf-

ficient confequence to require it, or to remain with

him, if you conceive that your. refidence there for

any_time will be more conducive to thepubl ic in-
“* terefts ; but, in either cafe; you are ere.

vaseibgs

<

€« port the particulars of your reception and’
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“ ings to,this_ government, with any other informa-

** tion which you may think it ufeful for them to

© know.

“ Tam, Sir,

*¢ Your moft obedient, humble fervant,

« J. P. Aurion, Sec.””

“Fort William, May 29,1733”

It would be unpardonable in me to let this occafion

pafs, without exprefling the high fenfe I entertain of

Mr. Hasrincs’s politenefs, and Sir Joun’ Mac-

PHERsON’s kindnefs and hofpitality, during my ftay

at Calcutta. As to Mr. Hasrines, in his public

capacity, it would be prefumptuous and injudicious

tofay much, as he now ftands for the judgment of
the higheft tribunal in this country. My own obfer-

. vation leads me to confider him as a man of found,

acute and brilliant talents, and of a vaft and compre-

henfive’ mind—of manners. fociable, amiable, meek
and unaffe@ted—and of a difpofition truly benevolent.

His fuperior knowledge of the political interefls of

Indoftan, and particularly ‘of the affairs of the Eaft

India- company,- has’ never been queftioned ; and, if
the fuffrage of the people of India may be allowed to

decide, his. condué as: Governor-General, though,

like every thing human, intermixed with error, was,

on the whole, great and landable—for I declare I

fearcely ever heard a-man in India, Native or Eure-

pean, cenfure him, although he was often the fubje&
of converfation with all perfons and in all companies

in: the Eaft. +

~ The focial virtues. of Sir Jor MacrHerson ate

fo well known, that it would: be fuperfluous to notice

them. The fame friendthip and hofpitality 1 ot pe

enced in his houfe; has been thared by many, "wlio
are not takes in doing him ample juftice oe
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head. But his condué during his fhort adiminiitration

can be known only by thofe who make the political
concerns of India a fubject ef fludious attention. To

enter into a detail of his various wife regulations for

the reftoration of the company’s affairs, would be

deftruative of the end I propofe, which is, by a con-

cife and fimple fammary of the whole, to render a fait

pidture of his adminiftration fo clear as to be underftood
by any perfon, however ignorant he may be of the

politics of that country, and fo bricf as not to difcou-

rage the reading of it.

—Sir Joun Macruerson took the reins of govern-

ment into his hands on the firft of February, 1785+

He found the company’s revenues diminifhed, ayd

their expenditure increafed, by the continual claims

of Proprietors, Direétors, and Minifters, to a fhare
in the patronage of Mr. Hastincs—and a public

debt accumulating to an enormous amount. He there- -

fore faw the neceflity of putting in prattice every ex-

pedient poflible, and trying every experiment that the

ftate of the country fuggefted, as likely to promote

an increafe of the revenue, a diminution of the public

expenditure, and a liquidation of the debt. He,»

therefore, on the fourteenth day of his adminiftration,

commenced a reform, which he continued within-

defatigable. zeal and induftry to introduce through the

: various departments of government—and, beginning
with himfelf, difcharged his. body-gnards. While he

was thus employed in India, the Company and Pes-

liament in England were unremittingly engaged im

confidering and molding into fhape a fyftem of reform
alfo; and, extraordinary as it may appear, the fact
is, thatthe fagacity of Mr. MacPHERSON had adopted
by anticipation, and aétually reduced to. practice, the

" identical fpeculative reforms which the Pazliam:

Company were proceeding upon in England ; §

-general plan of reform which pafled the court
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tors on the eleventh of April, 1785, had been actually

carried into execution by Sir Joun Macpuerson

in Bengal, in the months of February, March and

April, 1785. ‘He made arrangements for the diffu-

fion of knowledge—eftablithed the fettlement of

Pulo Penang, or Prince of Wales’s, Ifland—fettled the

bank of Calcutta on a firm bafis—regulated the

markets—and, by a plan of his own-conception, fecu-

red the Company from the accufto med fraudulent

compofitions with Zemindars, by bonding their ba-

lances, and making the bonds cancelable only by the

Court of Direétors. In fine, he introduced and car-

ried into effe& a fyftem of reform which had a moft

fadden and falutary effe& on the Britith affairs in Tn-

dia; and in an adminiftration of only eighteen months,

he had the felicity to perceive the fruits of his wifdom

and induftry maturing—to receive that beft of earth-

ly rewards, the efteem and applaufe of his fellow-
citizens—and to be honoured by the beft of Sovereigns

_ with the dignity of a Baronet.

While I was at Sir Joun Macrnerson’s houfe,

T happened, in converfation one day with Mr. Ma-

“CAULEY, Sir Joun’s Secretary, to be talking over
> Yo

fome part of my adventures; and found to my

aftonifhment, that he bad, in his route to India, acci-

dentally hired the very fervant whom I had_ loft. at

Triefte by fending him for letters to Venice ; and

Mr. Macavuty affured me, that he found him poftef-

ed of all the good qualities I had expedted to meet

in him: but the poor fellow had died before my
arrival at Calcutta, to my great mortification and
difappointment. ;

As the feafon in which I was to lew oe pe:
very unfavourable for a voyage by dea, anc she

Rhereabontt is one of es oil inhofpitable. im jthe
world, I fet off by Jand for Madras, and in my'{)

had an opportunity of furveying that coc
=
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grotefque-monument of fuperftitious folly, called the

Jagranaut Pagoda. It is an immenfe, barbarous

firu@ure, of a kind of “pyramidal form, embellifhed

with devices cut in ftone-work, not more fingular

than difgufting. _ Chriftian idolators, in forming types

and figures of divine beings, always endeavour to

reprefent them with perfonal beauty, as proportionate _

to their divine nature as human {kill can make it.

* Thofe Pagans, on the contrary, in forming their idols,

caft out every veltige of beauty—every thing that,

by the confent of Mankind, is fuppofed to convey

pleafing fenfations ; and, in their place, fubftitute the

moft extravagant, unnatural deformity, the moft Joath-.

fome naftinefs, the moft difgufting obfcenity. It is

nor in language to convey an adequate idea of their
temples and idols; and if it was, no: purpofe could
be anfwered by it, only the excitement of painful and.

abominable fenfations.. To keep pace with the figures

of their idols, a chief Bramin, by fome accurfed ar-
tificial means, (by herbs, I believe), has brought

toa moft unnatural form, and enormous dimenfions,
that which decency: forbids me to mention 5 ahe .

jure and {potlefs women, who from infancy have been «

ee up from the fight of men, even of their bro-
ners, are brought to kifs this difgufting and. mi

fhapen monfter, under the prepofterous belief :that

it promotes fecundity. 5

In this Pagoda ftands the: figure of Jagranaut;,
(their god under Bramay; and a fightly figure it i5

truly !—nothing more than a black ftone, inan irregu- ~

Jar pyramidal form, having two rich diamonds in the top:

by way of eyes, and a nofe and mouth painted reds.

For this god, five hundred priefts. are daily employed

in boiling food, which, as he feldom eats it,

doubilefs convert-to their own ufe in the evenin

I ftopped at: Vizagapatnam for a few days wi

Russex, who was chief of that place.
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living was fo exaély fimilar to that of an clegant fa-

mily refiding at their country-houfe in England, that

I felt. myfelf more happy and comfortable than 1 had

been fince my arrival in India; and that happinefs

was much increafed by meeting Mr. Maxton, who

was married to Mr. Russex’s daughter. ‘This gen-

-\tleman and I had, when mere boys, been dhipmates

on our firft going out to:India =a warm friendfhip

took place between us, which has met with no inter-

ruption, but rather increafed from lapfe of time, and

greater habits of intimacy. To fee a man whom I

fo entirely efteemed, in poffeflion of the mot. per-

fe& domeftic felicity, and furrounded bya number

of amiable connedtions and friends, was to me'a fub-

jek of the moft pleafing contemplation.

SS

LETTER LXE:

LEAVING Vizagapatam, I took my route

along the coaft, and arrived at Mafulipatam, where
T heard rumours of the unfortunate fate of Gene-

ral Maruews. This. threw fuch a damp upon my

fpirits, that all the hofpitality and kindnefs_ of. Mr.
Dantzx, the chief, could fearcely raife me from de-

{pondence ; and on my arrival at Madras, 1 found the
whole amply confirmed. :

As He Sanip’s affair: yet remained unfettled,
and 1 confidered myfelf in a degree pledged to b=
tain him fome fatisfaétion- for his fervices. fast 5

ing th ince of Bidanore, and to ful cs
rendering the province ©: > oa et

beak Blois
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engagements with him and the Supreme Council, ¥
determined to proceed to Bombay, notwithftanding

the difafter of General MatHews, which had en-

tirely cruthed all my private profpeéts in that quarter,

and to co-operate with HyaT Sanz in fach meafures

as might yet remain to us for promoting the public good.

I eft Madras, therefore, and profecuted my journey

without any material interruption until I reached Palam-

cotab, where the chagrin arifing from my various
difappointments, co-operating with fatigue and climate,

threw me into a-fit of ficknefs, which confined me
to my bed for five or fix weeks. Upon recovering

a little, I crawled on to Anjengo, where, at the houle

of Mr, Hurcrinson, the Refident, (who treated me

with cordial kindnefs), I waited for an opportunity

of getting to Bombay, and during that time laid in

a ftock of ftrength and fpirits : at length a Europe

fhip touching at Anjengo on her way to Bombay, I
obtained a paflage and proceeded.

At Bombay I found Hyat Sauns, it having been

“deemed expedient to fend him away from Bidanore on

the approach of Trepoo with his army, where I re-

ceived from him a confirmation of what I have ftated
refpecting General Maruews receiving only two

lacks of rupees and a necklace. And now, as peace

was negociating between us and Trppoo, and my re-

maining on the Malabar coaft could be of little ufe,

I determined to return to the Carnatic. And here!

have an incident to add to the many difagreeable oc-
currences of my life, in which, with intentions the

moft innocent, I was made the fubje& of obloquy and

unmerited fcandal. <

Juft at the time I was leaving Bombay, a young lady,
the daughter of a perfon formerly of high rank in, India,
and now @ member of Parliament, but wt
it would be ufelefs to mention, wifhed to

the Carnatic; and I, at the requeft of a,
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another lady with whom the’ lived, unguardedly took
charge of her during the journey. Before our de:
parture, I reflected upon the difficulties and impro-
priety of this ftep, and communicated my ideas to
the ladies, who, inftead of liftening to the objections

I ftarted, prefled me to fulfil my promife: I confented,

purely from principles of politenefs and good-nature.

During’ the courfe, of oursjourneys+the unfolded to

me, of her own accord, certain ads of cruelty and

injuttice the had fuffered from her father, at the in-

ftigation of her mother-in-lew, with a ftory of her

innocence having fallen, and her reputation having
been deftroyed, by a conneétion of the lady under

whofe charge the was, and who for that reafomhad

preffed her departure with me; and added, the was
fo difgufted with India, that fhe determined to quit

it; and entreated me to aflift her in the accomplifh-

ment of her wifhes. I difapproved, in the moft un-

qualified terms, “of her proje&—gave her the belt

and moft difinterefted advice—and, through the whole

difagreeable bufinefs which was impofed upon. me,

aéted merely with a view to her honour and hap-

pinefs ; and feveral of the moft refpeétable: people ia.
Palamcotah, where the pafled fome time, and at Ma-

dras, where fhe afterwards refided, could atteft the
delicacy of my condu& towards her, as well as the

concern and intereft I took in every thing that was
likely to be of advantage to her.

-This is a fair ftatement of the matter; and yet,

on account of it, I was moft infamouily feandali-

zed; and the feandel reached even the cars of my
father, ‘whom, however, I-foon fatisfied on that

head, But that which {tung me to the quick was
the condué of fome of my own relations, (who, if

they even could not juftify or approve, ought yat- =
Teait to have been fifent), in becoming the molt ¥i--/-

rulent of my detraétors—though, when the ch;

of thofe very relatious had on former occafions a re
itiona
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fle&ted upon, I ftood up and defended them at the

imminent hazard of my life. Such condué& appeared

to me moft atrocious; for, whether from: affeétion,

felfithnefs, or pride, I always ftrenuoufly fupported my

relations, if I heard them traduced in their abfence—

and, when I was not able to juitify their proceedings,
at leaft fuppreffed the converfation. To a man who

‘had uniformly aéted fo, were there even no recipro-

cation of family affection, mutual juftice demanded

different treatment from that I experienced, which

could have fprung only from depravity of heart, _

poverty of intelleé, and the mdft abject meannefs: of

* fpirit. "And what is remarkable on this, as well as on

other occafions; thofe who had been under the great-

eft obligation to: my. father and myfelf, were the moft

inveterate.

On the death of my father, looking over his papers

in the prefence of the Deputy Sheriff of Argyll,
and three other gentlemen, we met with a letter on

the fubjeét from the young lady’s father to mine,

refle&ting in a grofs manner on my. charaéter. 1 di-
reély wrote to that. gentleman, explaining the. whole

affair, and demanding’ juftice to be-done to my repu-
tation. Upon an ecclaireciflement of the matter, he

wrote to me a complcte apology, acknowledging that

he had aéted on that occafion through mifreprefen-

tation, and had too eafily given credit to ill-founded
reports ; and faying, that as the letter in queftion had,

by the perufal of the Deputy Sheriff and. other gen-
tlemen,.in fome meafure become a matter of public

notoriety, he thought it incumbent on himto make that

apology, and to exprefs his fincere regret for any de-

triment I might have fuftained, by his yielding un-

guardedly to a fudden impulfe- of paflion, cauled,

as he was then perfeétly convinced, by mifimfor-
mation. 5 ote

Thus was my charaéer at once cleared of a;¢@-

lumny which the induftrious villany of a fewehad GPR
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trived to propagate through every {pot of the carth
where I was known. ; a

This ftory may ferve as an inftru@ive leffon to

you, my FREDERICK, to avoid, in the very firft in-

ftance, any conneétion with women that in the proba-

ble courfe of things can lead to private aéts of con-

fidence : they are at beft indifereet—tend, as in. this
cafe, to make a mana dupe—and never. fail to lead
to fcandal.and reproach. You will alfo, from the
letter of the lady’s father, found eight or ten

 years

after it was written among my father’s papers, fee
the impropriety and hazard of committing your

thoughts incautioufly to paper. Lhave known it fre-*

quently, as in this inflance, end in mortification an
d

regret.

‘Before quitting entirely the Malabar coatt, I took
a trip to Surat, which amply repaid me for m

y trou-

ble. It furpaffes any part of India for extent and
yariety of commerce, for populous fireets and. 

fa-
burbs, and for a continually moving feene of opu-

lence. For a more minute account of it, T refer you

to the Abbé Rayna, who, though not general
ly,

accurate, is fo elegant, that you will be able, from his.
defcription, to form. a lively conception of the place,
and its fingular cuftoms. :

Here Iwas received in a very friendly mann
er by -

Mr. Seton. And indeed I may now once for all de-

clare, that at every place where I ftopped, and every
poft I paffed, from my leaving England

 till my re

turn, I experienced the moft kind and liberal reception,

and the moft affiduous attention > my wants of every

kind, whether of veffels, boats, guards of Sepoys,
letters of introduétion, &c. being fupplied by an

u-
cipation, I had fearcely occafion to make a requeft, or
exprefs a with 5 nor. was the,attention fhewn to,

public fervice lefs than that whi
ch was manifeltec

i sence, To kindnels fo-troly
Se private coBSEHUSH ae aa

2, Wifes
ch
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~ My journeys by land in India after-my-thipwreck,

independent of long voyages by fea, amounted’to more

than three thoufand Imiles. After’ getting back to
Madras, my health being materially injured, I refolved

foreturn to England: but, having feew almoft all the

Company’s poffeflions, I felt a curiofity:to feé China,

and determined to make that my way, —To-render

this route more agreeable to me, Lord» Macart-

NEY, in addition to his other favours, gave me the

“following handfome letter of introduétion to» Mr-

Picou, the Company’s chief fupercargo at Cantons.

<< Fart St. George, aly 23, 4784:

Sir, s

& This letter will be delivered to you by Captain

wow? LD Campsrry, of ‘this Eftabliihment—a

gentleman ‘who has fignalized himfelf on many oc-

_ © eafions; but more particularly by his abilicy: and

“addres in accomplithing the furrender of the fort

‘of Bidanore, at which placehe had been long a

Ss flate of health contraéted there,
**renders-a voyage to China, perhaps to Europe, ab-

“© folutely neceffary. Should he remain any time~at

‘“your Settlement, I. fhall be much obliged to: you

“for any aitehtion and civility hewn to him 5° and

‘«fhall he happy, on any occafion you may afford me,

“< of returning your polite attention to an officer of fo-

“much qnerit us Captain Campsgin,and of proving: ~

“© how much T-am,

Str, 5

«* Your moft obedient and moft humble ferv;

: is rots <i Meal
“ To Wid on Teary Pigott, Ege: 42
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Thad alfo @ letter to Mr. Freeman, another Su-

percargo there ; by whom, as well as by Mr. Picou,

I was treated with great politenefs + and Mr. Free-

man being obliged to | Canton, and go to

Macao, for the recovery of his health, invited me to

accompany him there. I availed myfelf of the opportu-

nity ; and, as we went all along through the rivers, had
an opportunity» of feeing ‘more of the country than

many ofthe Europeans who vifit that country. With

the obfervations which I made in: the courfe of this

excurfion’ and my tefidence at Canton, 1 would fur-

nifh you, but that Lord MacarTNey’s embafly is

juft returned from that country; ard there is every

reafon to hope that he, or fome of the gentlemen who

attended him, and who poffefs fuperior abilities and

more ample materials, will fayour the public with a

much more perfeét account than mine could poflibly
be. ~

While I remained at Canton, a very difagreeable

rupture took place between the Faétory and the
Chinefe. An Englifh thip lying at Wampoa, in fa-
luting, fhattered a Chinefe boat ; by which accident,

two men in it were much hurt with the {plinters, and
one of them died of his wounds foon after. ‘The
matter was clearly explained to the Mandarins ; and

they feemed to be fatisfied that it was merely an acci-

dent. A few days after, the Supercargo of the: thip

was forcibly feized, and carried into the city: the
Council met, and determined to fend for the f

ailors

from the fhips; and in the evening after dark, fifteen

or fixteen boats, with four or five hundred men at-

tempted, in an irregular manner, to come up to Can- ~
‘hinefe boats and forts

€ton—were fired upon by the C

in paffing, and, with a few men wounded, |
compelled to~ retreat. Nothing could_furp:

confternation and indecifion of the Council 5 an
e ee rey were oblithe moft humiliating Lee they eS appeatice

(or Ang RH.
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appeafe the Chincfe, and fettle the affair by giving up
“the gunner of the fhip to their refentment.
On the 29th December, 1784, I embarked in the

m{borne Eaft-Indiaman, Captain Hammer, in which
‘Thad come from Madrasfto. China; and, after a tolerable

voyage of five months and two days, got on board a
fithing-boat off Falmouth, and was put on fhore there,
having been exattly four years and five days from

England. ae
Such was my impatience to {fee you, that I wrote

from Falmouth for you to meet me at Bath. We
arrived there the fame day ; and. never in my life did
Texperience fuch tranfports as in firft prefling you to
my bofom: I found you all that my heart could with 5

and I muft, in juftice to my opinion, aver, that not
one aétion of your life has tended fince to give me a
moment’s pain: on the contrary, I have every reafon

to be fatisfied that my fanguine hops of you will be
realized. The turn of your thoughts and aétions have
been vigilantly watched and clofely examined by me;
and from your affection to myfelf and your mother,
your gentle deportment to my domeftics, your frank-
nefs and candour- with your brother and {chool-fel-
lows—even from your fondnefs for your favourite
dog. Pompey, and frequent filent contemplations of the
etchings ef his countenance, Ihave drawn the moft
picafin ~prefages of purity and innocence of heart,
fweeteis of temper, and refined honour and gene-
rolity. If it pleafes. Gop. to fpare your life, and
flrengthen your conttitution; I fhall Rill be the hap-
picit of men, notwithftanding the inroad made upon
my feelings by the hardfhips and affli@ions } had un=
dergone, of which many arofe from unavoidable
cident, and fome from malignant and unnat

n, arifing from bafe envy, diated by coy
reve! 1 do not with you to know who the w:
are: I only with you to know ‘that- fuch deteftable,) aR re allo)

AS.



- head, faggelted by: vain-glory and youthli

Crt . +CONCLUSION, B21

paffions do exift in human hature—that, warned by
theirwickednefs to me, you may, in your progrefs
throughife, be cautious, temperate and guarded. :

Another thing’ Iam anxious to imprefs-upon ‘the
mind, particularly, of your brother Joun, is the

danger of a warm, impetuous temper. Many of the

hazards and difficulties of my life arofe from the pre-

dominance of. a.cfiesyeipirity andan® ungovernable,

miftaken ambition. A {ingle inftance will ferve to

thew it. When I was under the command of Captain,

afterwards General Marnews, in his regiment of

cavalry, being cantoned at a place called “Tuckolam,

in-the neighbourhood of extenfive woods, informatica

was brought us that wild bulls infefted the neighbour

ing villages, and had killed fome people: we pre-

pared to enter the wood, and. deltroy, if poifible,

thofe ferocious animals, which had become the terror

and deftru&ion of the contiguous country. The origin

of thofe wild herds was this—From time immemorial,

a religious cuftom bad prevailed among the Pagan in-

habitants, of offering a calf to the wood upon the ac-

complifhment of any favourite purpofe, fuch as the

fafe delivery of his wife, or the obtaining an employ-
ment, &c. In procefs of time, thofe calves bred, and

became numerous and incredibly fierce. - Independent

of proteéting the defencelefs natives, it was in itfelf a

moft interefling kind of bunting. The mode of doing

‘it was this—A large party, well mounted, galloping

in a body up toa great flock, and marking out the

fierceft champion of the whole, attacked him with

fwords and piftols. One day, ‘a bull which was —

wounded, and thereby rendered more fierce, though, aa

not lefs vigorous, got polled in fome thick buthes, m
fuch a manner’as to be approached only in frones 2

whim ‘of the moft: extravagant kind came ipie}-Piyy-

; : fo many- rae c hit Abthought it ungenerous for fo aa oe eee
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once; and, wifhing to have the credit of fubduing”
him, I difmounted from my horfe, and attacked him

with a pike: I foon, however, had caufe to repent

this rath and unwarrantable ftep; it had nearly been

fatal to me—for the bull foon threw the pike into

~ the air, and, had it not been for the very gallant ex-

ertions of my brother officers, who rode in upon him,

and refeued me at the moment that the brate’s horns
had touched my coat, 1 muft have been killed.” Am

Indian officer; who was in my troop, particularly

diRtinguifhed-himfelf, at the imminent hazard of his

life, the bull having toffed his herfe and himfelf toa

diftance from his. horns. At this time I was but

eighteen years of age, and’ had not the judgment to

~ refle&, that if Lhad been killed, my fate would be

‘attended with only pity or {corn for my folly ; whereas,

had I fucceeded, the whole reward of my “danger

~ would have been the ufelef: applaufe of fome: young-

fters, idle and’ inconfiderate as myfelf—while my

rafhnefs would have been reprobated by every man

whofe good opinion was worth enjoying. One or

two people who were prefent at the time, are now

living in great repute in England,— We fucceeded,

however, in driving thofe wild cattle into the interior

recefles of the wood, dividing the flefh of thofe we

killed among fach of the poor Sepoys.as would eat it,

and thereby rendered effential fervice to the contigu: | ~
'

ous villages. .

Often when I have heard, in coffee-houfes and play=-

houfes, fome of our fporting {parks boafting of their

prowels over.a timid hare or a feeble fox, I could. not _

help recolleéting with refpeét the hunters of India,
who chafe the deftruétive montters of the foreft—the _
boar, the tyger, the hyena, the bull, or the buffalo;

and, while they fteel the nerves, animate the courag:

and, by habitual deeds of pith, fit themfelves fc

render effential fervice to their. fellow creatures,
inate

Seni
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fave.the lives and.property. of thonfands. Sich great-

nels of {pirit, me the controul of good fen‘e, an
the direéfion of prudence, muft render a man reipec

table—but, if not managed with difcretion, leaves a

man no other praife than that of a magnanimous mad-

man. Take every opportunity, my dear FREDERICK,

of inculcating thefe precepts in the mind of your bro-

ther: the natural warmth of bis temper often makes

me. fcarfulyofthesmn is--contequences- which I

have myfelf too often experienced—though, T thank
Gon, it never ftimulated me to revenge, or to a pre-

meditated intention of injuring any one.

I have already faid-“more then, once, that I have a

moft. perfect conviétion your amiable difpofition will

enfure to you.the love of mankind ; but it will at the

fame time -fubje& you to many

again{t which, a great bare of fternnefs is f

neceffary; there is, befides, a certain degree o :

titude abfolutely requifite to give luftre toa gentle,

difpofition; without it, meeknefs is thought timidity
<modefty, weaknef&S—and the charming mildnefs of

the forgiving heart, abufed as the pitiful refource of:

abje& apprehenfion and a mean {piit. There are

times, therefore, when the wickednels =

the cuftoms of the world, make it neceffar

eafide the lamb, and affume the lion, -Evrope at this

moment prefents an awful and alarming crifis. Ii

neighbouring country, the conduét of the big les *

of fociety has produced a @readful convullion : fecial
order has been fubverted, and the ftabitiry of property

annihilated : all reafoning from the. hiftory of former-
times is found inapplicable to the preleat:

of-warfare. itfelf has undergone 2 revolution; and #0

man is able to fay from politive inference, “ Lhe
will it be to-morrow.” Our.infular Gtuatioy

* Gon! protegs us: and the precarivus fe

_ which civil order and property fland in u

on the continent, ur_ftate ia Eng
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The fime is ‘neverthelefs pregnant with extraordinary
event;:and you ate now approaching that age at

which men fhould be ready to aé at the call of their

country. It is therefore fitting for you to make fuch

things the fubje& of frequent contemplation—to habi-

tuate your mind to the meeting of danger, fo as to
_ be ready, ata moment’s warning; to lay down eye

ie if neceflary, for the good of -your 3 for,
Ul, uty Freperick, what avails it whet ler we

‘i in this way or in that ?—to die with honour and

a-good confeience, is all. Let prejudice be laid afide

—and who, poffefled of common fenfe, could hefitate

a moment to prefer death in the field, to death with

the loathfome aggravation of ficknefs, the crocodile

tears of pretended friends, and the painful emotions

and lamentations of thofe who really love us?

Finally, Imuft obferve, that at the time I left India,

the affairs of the Britith Nation wore fo very lower-

ing’ an afpedt, all perfons acquainted with our con-

cerns ‘ese, allowed nothing but a long feries of wife
meafures, with the beft efficient fervants to execute
hem, could refcue the company‘ from ruin. I am

py in being able now to ftate, without the poffibi-

lity of contradiétion, that the clouds which menaced
us imthat“quarter have fince been gradually diffipating*

beneath the meafures of the Boarp of ConrrouL,

direction of Mr, Dunpas ; and are-at laft
rely difperfed by- the glorious adminiftration of

Lord Coxnwatiis, whofe wifdom in the cabinet

tended no lefs to the fecurity, than his military talents,

jules and moderation, to the honour, of Great

Grrrar in the Eaft. The choice of fuch a perfonTM

for the government of India, refleéts credit on His

Mayesty?s Councils, and evinces that the paternal

care and folicitude of our amiable Soverricn

to the moft remote part of the Empire.

END OF PART MI,
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LETTER FROM GENERAL MATHEWS, .

TO

THE COURT OF DIRECTORS OF THE EAST

INDIA COMPANY.

a

(nzveRned To IN THE FOREGOING LETTERS.)

HonouraB_e Sirs,

I HAVE the hoour of informing you of the factefs
of your arms on the Malabar coaft. You will have received ad-

vices of the outfet of the expedition from Bombay, and the gene-

ral purport of it. On the 12th of December, I failed with a imall

party; and thonght-proper, ofmy own accord, to land at Ra-

Jamandroog, in preference to any other place—becaufe, on this
part of the coalt, 1 had the double advantage of being able to fe-

cure myfelf until reinforced, and to procure provifions, which F

could not have done at Cundapore, or any place to the South-
ward, by reafon of the numerous garrifons, and the vicinity of

them to the capital. ‘The meafures and difpofitions of the gentle-
men at Bombay were fach, that I could not place any dependence

upon being timely reinforced from thence, or of having any Ae
ply of provifions, Rajamundroog is on the top of d high hill,

and commands the entrance of the beft river on the coait, We
took it by itorm. The moment we landed, a fhort time was taken

up in preparing to move towards Onore; for we had not a cooly,
carriage, or bullock,-to convey any Rores. "The batterin

great additions that Hyper had made to the fortific
Onore and fortified Mand, prevented my entering the river ae 2

é torte Ante

Ine
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and obliged me to land every thing ‘throvgha
"on the beach, and then to crofs the river to the North-

of the fort. Thefe impediments were got over; and a

able breach being effeéted, the affault was: made—and the

fon, confifting of two thoufand five hundred men, were

ther killed, drowned, or made-prifoners.—Shortly after this
“event, the troops from the Soathward, under Lieutenant Colonel

Mactcop, were landed at Rajamundroog. + To wait for a junc-

tion, would take up-much time: fo, that not a moment fhould

be lof, 1 embarked, and tanded near Condapores under the fire

~ of the Bom!ay Grab and the Intrepid, and immediately feized a

-fimall fort that ferved to fecure our ftores. The enemy were in

fight, and feemed numerous: fome prifoners that we took,

reckoned them at twelve hundred horie, one thoufand Sepoys,

and-five hundred Peons. - My party was compofed of three hun-
dred and fifty Europeans, fx hundred Sepoys, and four fmall
field-pieces—with which 1 marched, firit towards the enemy,
who drew back, and then { proceeded to Cundapore. They in-

commoded my rear very much;~bat veing determined-to attack
the fort, T only aéted on the defenfive, and at (even in the even-

ing got polfeffion of the fort, and the feveral redoubrs that com-

manded the tiver. The grand object of the expedition, an at-

tack upon Bidanore, remained to be undertaken; and much {e-
rious refleétion it required before the hazardous enterprize thould

be determined on,—Your Hononrs. wi ww of the
ftate of my army: No carriage-h

adletodraw eight light field-pieces—not a cooly to carry maf
quet, ammanition or provilions—nor a tent—and many officers,
His Majesty's in particular, hed nota fingle fervant—neither ,
bullock or fheep to be had, the enemy having drove ther.off. «
‘The army, at this ti of abont eleven hundred eft
tive Earopeans, and three thoufand Sepoys. The diflance from
Condapore to the foot.of the Ghant is thirty miles, througha~
cody country: the enemy’s army had been reinforced, and lay

in the way. “The reports of the firength of the various works
lefeniled the pafs up the mountains, was fach as gave me but

very, faint hope of fuccefs ; and the dificalty of fapplying my.

how take a

uliock, and the few draft not -

troops with rice, was almoft of iclelf {uff cient to deter a parle
fromthe ettempt.. However, having pofitive orders to take
fellion of Bidanore, I refolved to. make a trial, and iffued
tons for the march. We had not gone fix miles, before the
encmy eppofed us in.force. We pufhed forwards; and, by
effedt of well ferved artillery, and the ftcadiaefs of the mepy th
enemy retiredas we advanced. ‘The feirmith contin
three hours—after which we were left to. purfue our
molefted ; nor did the enemy make any ftand till wiTa oie : aiethe fourth day’s march, within three miles of the pa ¥heiccn

the
Be
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the: ground. being: favourable, they attempted ‘cppcfition, and.

were roughly treated, lofing, by the bayonet ane fhot, above

three hundred mén. They’ were purfued to-a fmalt-fort, which
was-immediately abandoned ; and thén fled to the firft barrier or

entrance of the pafs. ‘This was a line of mafonry that covered
all the open-ground, and was clofed by woods to the right and=

+ left. Upon fix battions were mounted fifteen pieces of cannons

and on the left was a.work on a fteep mountain fifteen pieces of

cannon; and on the left was a work on a fteep mountain, with
twotwelve pounders. ‘This altogether. hadstoo-formidable an

appearance tovattaclein front having reconnoitred: :
Timagined that the fank might be turned by afeending the hill

through the wood, Early in. the morning, two parties were

formed—one to attempt the flank, the other to efcalade the wall;

: bur the enemy faved us that, trouble by evacuating the place.
"This was a happy moment to try the pafss for the enemy, by

felling trees, &¢. wonld have thrown to. many-obflacles in the

way, that the want of provifion would have compelled me to
: relinquith the de! A party was infancy ordered to follow

the enemy up the hill, which, with little lofs, gained the fecond

barrier, on which were mounted eleven guns. Fifty of the
enemy were killed-or taken at this wark. Having. this fuccefs,

I relieved the exhautted by frefh detachments, which excited

emulation, and enconraged the ardour of the Sepoys; for, to

the unremitting exertions of this branch of your troops is due

the honour of this day. Battery after battery was taken; and

the poffeffion of the fort on. the top_of the Ghaut, about five in
the afiernoon, called Flyderghur, crowned the whole. Atthis

fort we found mounted thirty picces of cannon, from twenty:

to four pounders; and at-the diferent. works.in the pals, forty

others, from four totwelves-—— = sae

When we contemplated the numerous redoubts and the height
of the Ghaut, and were told by prifoners that we had drove of

fevénteen thoufand men, ingluding- difmoanted cavalry, regalar
'Sepoys, anc.match-lock Peons,. we could not eonfiderthe v

ic~

tory we,had gained as due to us—onr weak efforts would have

been in vaioz The progrefs-of vour arms is to be altribed to. the

Divine will. In the courfe:of this war, Providence» has been
peculistly bountiful—When we were in wantoPrice, we were

fure-to finda fupply- left for carefe by the encmy—when- our
. =

30 the enemy’s magazines fur-mi ammunition was expended,
E a ee es we fourd in evéry-fort, and fochy

* quantities of warlike ores, thatwe areapt to,fuppote that Hixose

fupplicd all bis garrifons from this eoutt and from Bidadpre
Hydergbur is about fourteen miles from Hydernsgaryy allah |

Bidanore, the capital ef rhe Province. . eS
Sins tire SanVARNaivoro!

= contre forse bs
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~ Tn the night of the day that we gained the Ghaut, T was vifited
‘by Captain Donarv Campacir, the fon of Colonel Cuanges

Camerett. He had been wrecked off the coait, was feized,
and kept in irons, until the approach: of this army cawfed the

ae to releafe him, to employ him as an Ambaffador. “His
~meflage was, that the Jemadar having loft his Matter (Hyore),

and being upon bad terms with Trrroo Saurs, would willing

ly put himielf under the protection of the Company, provided
that the management of the country was continued to him. ‘The

idea of getting poffeffion of the capital and the fortsiof the king-
dom towards Seringapatam, as well as the very great ndvantage
I might expeé from his experience, abilities and influence, with
the weak ftate of my army, induced me'to clofe with the pro-
pofal; andl fent him a cowl, fignifying that his power and in-

fluence fhould not be lefiened. ‘This, tho” not drawn with a pen
of alawyer, was equal in value to the capital of Bidanores Cay
tain Campgzent returaed with it, and was to tell the Jemadur
that I fhould march in the morning.
Not expe@ing the great fuccels that we had met with by

forcing. the pafs onthe main road, 1 had detached Lieutenant-
Colonel Maceo to the left to afcend the Ghaut through a nar-
row path, in order to attack Hyderghur in the rear, ‘The ab-

fence of this detachment, and the fatigue of the former day, re-
duced my party to about four hundred Europeans and feven
hundred Sepoys; and all my gons were at the bottom of the
Ghant. With thisdetachment I moved towards Bidanore, and
was within a mile of the walls before any meflage came from
Captain Campzent or the Jemadar: bat having nething to ap-
prehend in the feld from the panic-fruck enemy, we continued
our march until the welcome approach of Captain CammoeLt
affured me the place was our own. On entering it, I was pl
to fee about four hundred of your Sepoys that had: been taken
in the Carnatic, who offered me theirfervice. Upon viiti
the Jemadar, 1 repeated my affurances, that while he beka
faithfully to the Company, the management of the country {hou
be continued to him ; ‘and, although the fword muft be in your
hands, that he should have as much power and influence as hit
Ration required, and that you would not refufe fertling upom
him very ample allowances. The enemy being inforce, and my
army much weakened, with other difagreeable matters that 0c
curred, prevented my farther advance than to tke poffefiion oF
two forts to the Eaftward; for, being apprehenfive that theikil-
lidar of Mangalore would not deliver up that place toythe
ot Hrar Sasis, and confidering chat famous iea-pi
sonfequence to your affairs than acquiring territory ‘the
mountains, I held myfelf in readineis to march’ thal a
yas forced to lay fiege to it. A practicable breachubeing midi

5 
oetof
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the Killidar thought proper to furrender it. Upon this happy

event give mevleave to congratulate you; for it partly fecures

. obr conquelts from Carwarto Cananore. ‘T’here are two or three

places that I have not been able to fammons; but as thefe gar-

rifons cannot expeét any fuccour, they will fall of coarfe.

‘Thus have | given your honours a fhort recital, from the firft
Janding of your arms on the 12th of December, to the reduction

of Mangalore on the gth of March; in which fhort time a feries
of fuccefs has attended us that can hardly be paralleled. All the

eremy’s marine has fallen in ounshands, among which are eight

thips of the line, either built or on the flocks; and five of them
might be fent to fea ina hort time. After informing you of
the happy and glorious fuccefS of your arms, it is painful for me

to tell you, that diffention in the army, on account of plunder

‘and booty, has arifen to fuch a height as to threaten open mutiny.
Thave informed your Honours of the terms that the Jemadar re-

quired, and that I in your name granted ; and you know in how

peaceable a manner this capital was refigned to you. Tam forry

to fay, that His Mayesty’s officers have been foremoft in the

clamours; and that the agents appointed by them have occa-

fioned me much trouble and anxiety, and a great deal of difcon-

tent thronghout the army. 1 thall fend yon copies of the feveral
-. letters that have paffed, for your determination, “They may fup-

pofe that I have appropriated treafure to my ownufe, or bar-
gained to reftore the private property of the Jemadar to him; or
that I fhould agree that he should call all treafure and jewels his
private property, to the exclufion of what of right should belong

to the Honourable Company or the captors. {have only to affure

your- Honours, that 1 have made no bargain whatever, either

: public or private, but what was exprefied in the cowl fent from
Hyderghor, to which Captsin Caursett was witnefs; and as
Thave frequently mentioned to my friends, that I would not re-

ceive a prefent of confequence without the coufent of the Honout-

able Company, I fhall inform you, that on my fir vifit the Jema-

dar infifted on making me a prefent of a lack of rupees; and

when he pleafed to give a donation to the army of two lacks and
thirty thoufand of rupees, which fum waits your pleafure, he re-

quefted 1 would accept of another Jack of rupees. To ‘both of thefe
Fequells refpeéting mylelf, I Yeplied, that provided your. Ho-

nours would give me leave; 1 fhould certainly embrace that for
tanate moment to gain an independence, and fhall wait your or-

ders as to the dilpofal of two lacks of rupees. How far my for-
mer and the prefent fervices may entitle «eto your good opinion,

: and to your scquiefcence in thus rewarding me, is left. to the
generofity of your Honours; but { beg that you will 14)
that,-during the courle: of my fervices, every thing of a fimilir® ©
nature fhal! be laid before you.

"Saeed Mees

74



6 APPENDIX,

If it were pomble to faticfy the avidity of a body oF men, this
littlearmy would havea fafiiciency of honour and profit to fll
the moft greedy; but the infirmities of nature are not to be'con-
trouled by reafon. Avatice of the moft pernicious tendency-has
pervaded the'limits of fenfe, and fepped beyond the bounds of
daty. The army, not content with acquiring, at the different
places that has been taken on the coaft in thips of war, naval
flores, merchandize, &c. &c. and in goods of various kinds at _
Bidanore, which altogether the Jemadar fays may be valued at
thirty lacks of pagodas; they feck to deprive the Jemadar of his
Private property, tinder pretence of the lawfal rights of war;
and affume a ftyle and’ manner in their clamours and united ad-
dreffes, that appears intended to force from me what think
ought to be preférved for the public fervice, and for the benefit
of the Honourable Company. The manner that the fort and
city was delivered to the Company; does not authorize me to
touch private property ; and the cowl implies a perfeét {ecurity
forall fuch. Would your honours ‘be pleafed, that by any rae
pacious ation of your Commander in Chief, that he or the troops
fhould forfeit'the good opinion that may be entertained of them
from their rapid fuccefs, or that the- public fervice fhould be
confidered as 2 {econdary obje&? Our name has fallen almolt to
contempt ; “but, as'far'as lays in my power, it hall be recovered,
if not raifed to its former eminence. =

Mangalore, Merch 16, 1783.

THE END.’
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