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DO, NOs SeDs .

Home Department (Special),
Poona, July 1930,

Dear

vou have probably noticed the suggestion which has been

made on several occasions that the supporters of the Civil

nisobedience movement should apply a stamp nBoycott British

Goods" to all their letiers. It appears that such stamps

have been produced under the auspices of the COngress and

are now on sale 1in Bombay. Will you kindly let me know what

setion your Department i{s taking, or proposes 1o take, in
e would appear to be no objection, from a

to destroying all mwsk letters,

the matter % Ther

post office point of view,

postcards and the like sad bearing such a stamp. If you think

it necessary we might meev and. discuss the question,

Yours

:Lﬁ

Bewoor, Bsquire, I.C.5.,
Postmaster General,

Bombay.




1 discussed +his with Mr. Rewoor

today. He Sa&ys that under clause 26
page 30 of the posts and Telegraphs Guide,
not possible to stop ©F destroy

s ATy £
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1letters. He has therefore not

stopped them, and many hundreds are

going through. gimilarly letters with

1ittle tri-cC charkas,

put seeing that the”.slogan "B

pritish Goodsg’ i peing used, quite

nof With a view 10 pushing the

as part of the campalgn
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Indian gots ybul
ed by the

=
= o

=T T L -8B 1 e, 7 QT P . e -
of £1VIL i sobedlence conduct

e

it might at least be termed

The policy of Congress

is that the boycott of pritish goods

.11 be part oi the movement 1O destroy

shal

the existing rule of the country.

the R.Le.Ae might be consult-

"Boycottl

whether the term

stself offensive, but

G, would RE

¥i@

consider as"offensive."
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Under section 20(b) of the

indian Post Office agt, 1898, a postal
article having thereon, or on the cover
thereof, any words, marks or designs of
& seditlous, scurrilous, threatening or
grossly offensive character cannot be
sent by post. Under section 23(3)(Db)
such postal article, if sent by post,
can be disposed of in such manner as
may be directed by the rules made under
tnat clause. Under rule 182 of the
to be made

for disposal.

AbL/ the five wt*qfa in the
presefqt case bear the slogan "Boycott
Beitish Goods". Three of them bear
I'r.Gandhi's photo and two bear the
Congress tri-colour flag. Thre f them
al 30 bear the legend 'Swatantra Bharat'

Hind' meaning 'free India'.
Other mottos are, '"Wear Khadi', 'leave
s 'non-violence'! and
'*support Indian Industries', which are
unexceptionable.,

The only point in section 20(Db)
the Post Office Act which needs to
considered in connection with the

above mottos is whether they are
'seditious'!, since none of the other
degscriptions can apply.

The mottos 'Free India' represent
only an asplration not necessarily
advocating revolution here and now or
active hogtility to the present Govern=-
ment. 1t has been held that the incite

ment of the members of a meeting to




secure 'Swaraj' does

. -

not amount to sedition under section

& b

4 ) » F 4 ™ M- 3
lecsd A ( I iI..e-.f'{t 5‘?‘!’ i..:al - i‘&"&'i ) %
As regards the slogan 'Boycott

1t must be conceded that

-

Government.
tnat the Government establi
the
sale of British goods in India, and there-
fore the incitement to boycott British
goods cannot be neld to excite feelings
of hatred, or disaffection against the
Government as such. 1t has been remarked

o

in Chidambaram Pillay vs. the Emperor

l1.L.Re 32 Had.p.350 that "It is scarcely

necessary to say that language advising
essseos the boycott of foreign goods\1is
not in i1tself seditious howevef apisguided
Or mischlevous such advice #{may be'.

think 1t must be regarded as a method of
drawing the attention ©f the British
Parlliament to Indian affairs and grievances
and 1lnducing them to redress them and not
as an attack on the Indian Government.
6. 1l therefore think that these labels
cannot be held to be seditious and
fore not within the mischief of

20 of the Post Office Act.

o

' » 1 T7 ' - T Y £ a2
U.R.t0 the H.D.(Spl.) No. ¥/x/f dated the
14th July 1930,




Rule 182 of the Rules under the lndian Post Office Act,

1898, (VI of 1898).

-t oEer Den ST EeE B dhes TGS B SSEm gms

18%2. Postal articles found in course of transmission by post
to bear words, marks or designs of & seditlous character shall

be made over to the Provincial Criminal Intelligence Department

for disposal. All other postal articles which are sent by post

in contravention of section 20 of the Act,_shall Dbe destroyed or

otherwise dealt with in such manner as the - Postmaster-Yeneral

may direct.







opecimen of the Gandhi Stamps shoulg be

sen t :
ent at once to the GOovernment Of Indig

issue thsg
a bearing such S tamp

should be confiscated ang destroyed

i1f the Commissioner of Police hss any

iore specimens I should be glad to héve a

f'ew for Ay records,

J.E.B.H(otson),
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Home Department (Special).

poona, /7 - July 1930,

Please see Appendix "A" to your letter No. 3468/%-

H/3717 of the 1llth July 1930, containing speclmen

stamps with ‘Gandhi’'s photlo on them which have been -
i ssued in connection with the bogcott of British goods.
will you kindly send me about a dozen sets of these
stamps as soon as possible 7 We reguaire them to be

sent to the Governument of India andsthe Honourable

Member wants a few for his recoxrd,

Khail Bal’ladup -K.- J. Petiéarﬁ, I.i‘:}.O-,
Deputy Commissioner of Police,

Special Branch,

BombaJYe
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Confidential, NO,2,D, * Lo

Home Department(P,litical).

Poona, // - July 1930,

GoFeS,00lling,Esquire, 1.C«S.,
Secregary to the Government of Bombay,

Home Department.

The Secretary to the Govermnment of India,

Home Department(Political).

-

I am directed to forward hefemitihi for the information

of the Govermnment of Indla specifiens ol gtamps which have been
produced under the auspices ¢F the Congress and are being freely
usedibg the supporters of'fhe Civil Digobedience movement, Their
usefwiti the avewed objegt of furthering the campaign for the
boycott of Britisk goods, but it is also clearly part of the
general policy\oOf Prosecuting the movement of civil disobbdlence,
2o The Posgt-Master General, holding that There is nothing in
clause 960f the Posts and Telegraphs Gulde or in the Post 0ffice
Act suthorising him to seize or destroy articles bearing these
atamp%,haa allowed them (o pasa, IU is however, in the opinion
of the Governor in Council, clear that stamps bearing the head
of a State Prigsoner and in some caseg the inscription "Swatantra
Bharat"” are unmistakeably seditious, In this connection I am to

invite your attention to the correspondence which has passed

between the Govermnment of India and the Goverrnment of Bombay

. regarding the use of Govermment facilities for the overthrow

of Government itself,

De I am therefore to requesgt that the Government of Indla may

be moved immediately to consider whether postal articles bearing

these




these stamps should be confiscaled and degtroyed,

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

Secretary to the Government of Dombay
Home Vepartment,
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Confidential,
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Home Pepartment(spe

Poona,

four confidential demi-official letter N0+ T30=C,

dated the 19th July 1930, regarding Congress stamps,

Government have seen the specimen you send, Thepe are

many other gimilar kinds in ceirculation.

The Government of India have been asked to «-

éxamine as earlv ag possible the posgibility of confis-

cating and degtroying packages veqping theseo stamps, If

they decide to take iction, orders will presumably

issue to the Post noesters Geéneral.,

L return herewith the specimen you sent,

Yours

@,}8 |

G;ﬁ.?hamaa,ﬂgqaira, CelJEs,

Commissioner in Sind,
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BAN ON LETTERS WITH
“BOYCOTT” LABELS,
SIMLA, August 5.

The Associated
tively informed that

Act,
articles

prejudicial to the
law and order,
therance of g
cpinicn of tha

which tends directly
injury - to any

| for the interception
anv article which

Press

made under the Indian
prohibiting the transmission of
having thereon

cover thereof any matter

or which is in
movement

18 authorita-
rule has been |
Post Office

a

Oor on the

which |, is
maintenance of,
fur-
which, in the!

Governor-General-in- |
Couneil, is prejudicial to
ance of law and order,

the mainten- |
O any matter
to cause loss oy

community or eclass of
persons whatsoever, Provig

10n is made
and disposal of
18 found iIn the

course of transmission by post to con-
iravene the provisions of this rule.
The notification will appear in the
Gazelte of India of August 9 and
'will take effect from that date.

It is understood that letters or post- |
such'
In evidence, ars
under this rule.

cards bearing “boyecott” labels,
as have recently been
liable to be destroyed




Extract from the Sind C,I.D. Weekly Intelligence Summary for

the week ending the 19th.dJuly 1930,

The advent of the Gandhi stamp renders it

T DT e - T

-Liqgite feasible to avoid using the actual -
Use of the

: i postage stamp. A case in point is reporte
Gandhi stamp postage stamp. A case p eported
;écently when a letter to which a Gandhi stamp was fixed was

actually passed by the sorting department at the General Post
Off'ice, Karachi,and was only detected and marked "bearing" by

the delivery departument.

@ & % & & @ 2 0 5 @ 0 8 B * @

Extract from the Hon'ble iMember's mwinute dated the 5th.
August 1940,
(f) on page 6 should go\dt once to Govt. of India in con-
tinuation.
dome Department (Special
A drgit *letter to the Govt. of India is put up for appro-
val. Attention is, however, invited to the cutting from to-
daye V'imes of India at page 35 ante from which it would
appear that the Govt. of India have already framed s rule - -
udder the Indian Post Office Act authorising the Post Offices

to intercept and dispose of any postsl article bearing such

¢ o e I
e O Ul 1

a stamp. IMW /is for orders whether the draft put up should

|
| &

issue,




Confidential.
NotSiDt | 2

HumeiDepartmﬁnt(Palitical)
Poona, August 1930,

G.F.8.Collins,Esquire, I.C.5.,
secretary to the Government of Bombay,

Home Department,

The Secretary to the Government of India,
Home Department (Political).
Sir,
In continuation of letter No.SiDL3069,dated the 20th

the Government of'Bopibay in the Home Department

July 1930, from
(Political) regarding the use of ‘Congress stamps on postal

articles by the supporters of the Civil Disobedience movement,
T am directed to forward herewith for the information of the
Government of Indis an- extract from the Weekly Intelligence

summary of the S5ind Criminal Investigation Department for the

week ending the 19th July 19350,

T have the honour to be,
Sir,

vour most obedient servant,

éiflr

Secretary to the Government of Bombay,
Home Department(Political).




£2AN ON POSTAL ARTICLES
~ WITH BOYCOTT LABEL.
BIHAR GOVT, ORDER.

(FRGM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)
JAMSHEDPUR, August 8.

An Extraordinary issue- of the Bihar |
and Orissa Government Gazette an- |
nounces that in the interest of public
safety the Governor-in-Council directs |
that all postal articles bearing stamps
or other emblems tending to promote a
 boycott or a movement against the Gov- |
' ernment established by law' in Britisn |
' India shall in the course of transmission |
| by post be intercepted and made over |
| t0 the District Magistrate of the Dis- |
| trict in which it is intercepted for |

' destruction. /;Jt
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Copy of Rule 38A o 1 The Indlan Post Cffice
Rules, 1926.

(Madse 0y tﬁa uOV&lHﬁT-GEHPTdL in uJuﬂc,ﬁl on the 5th

august 1930 by: & notific Jmlul’l L..Q be QUDlluu.{}u
In the Gazette'of India,Part I, on the Gt

i R
by b Chd o Uil .L‘.Adfﬁ.j :

Wz

98A. (1) No article shall be transmitted By post

which has thereon, or on the Cover thereof, any matter

tﬁl,i.m ..L,E:’:z pl"e,]uulClml t. ‘i}ﬂc main uﬁ:n:liaue u'wL .}_;l gnd Ord..@lﬂ

Or which is in furthersnce: of a moveme nG. which in the

opinion of the Governor Gerieral in UGUuCi

found to cenPrsvene the Provisions

WA

Sul=T'ule (1), it shall“be sent to

e 2 L
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Rules 166 and 170 of the Rules under the Indian Post Office

Act, 1898 (VI of 1898) .-:*?

prepalid, shall be as follows :-

On an unpaid postcard, letter or packet,,....The prepaid

rate

On an insufficiently paid postcard,
I8L1or OF DAcket. . . coues.Thn deficienc

(2) In cases where it is not thought advisable to entrust - -
postage stampst to a subordinate official who has to correspond

with, or to send returns to,¥ a superior,-he hmay be allowed by

nls superior to post t® him officisl articles other than parcels

without prepsying the postage, and  the same course may be adopted

iqotheqbases where it is found convenient op proper to make the

postage charge fgll on the receiving office,.

170, L1) Letters, posteards sand packets posted by officers of

the Government in their officisal Capacity, addressed to private

individuals or assoclations, shsll, even when they relate to the

private interests and concerns of the individusals or associations

addressedy be sent as official postal articles, prepaid in the -

usual way.

bxception.- Nothing in this sub-rule shall affect (a)

Service unpaid|{the practice of the Law Courts in re-

gard to the despatch of "certified -
Calcutta,

copies" to persons wha do not appear
Commissioner,

Gorakhpur |to take them personally, and of docu-

ments filed in judicial cases the return of which hsas

been applied for,or (b) the despatech of packets contain-

ing books or publications purchased from Government.Such

documents, books or publications lay be posted by the -

judicial or other Government of'ficers concerned in zaxer

covers superscribed"Service Unpaid", and covers so super

scribed shall be charged, on delivery, with postage at




&

i

9 oo
4

—

A1l articles—so posted shall be en-

postage had been prepaid.

dorsed under the full signature and official designation of the

sender, according 1o the specimen form given dn the margin.

(2) Letters, postcards and packets sent by private persons

e to officers of the Government

Service ungaid

To
The District Superinten-

dent of Police,Lucknow.

relating to the affairs of the

Government, if superscribed - -

tgepvice Unpaid" shall, if not

Signature of sender.

——

o gl

refusedand returned un-opened by the addressee, be charged, oOn

on delivery,with postage at the rates to which they would have

been liable if the postage had been prepaid, and not at double

rates as in the case of ordinery articles: Provided that any

the full official designation

fhal
ntended, and it has been sRdx

article so sent is addressed tO

of the officer for whom it is 1

endorsed under the full signature of the sender accerding to

the specimen form given én the margin.

Note.- The prepayment of postage on parcels is com-

pulsory.




1
164. Subject to the provisions of section 39, proviso (b), of
the Act, letters which cannot be disposed of under section 38 of
the Act, shali be detained for a period of -
(i) one month, when they are unregistered, and
(ii)three months, when they are registered.
On the expiration of the prescribed period, the letters shall

be destroyd by belng burnt: Provided that unpaid letters, other

than those sent under the provisions of rules 166 and 170, which

have not been securely closed Dby the sender, shall be destroyed
forthwith by belng burnt.

195, Postcards which cannot be disposed of under section &8 -
of the Act shall be jetained for a period of one month, on the
expiration of which they..ay. be destroyed by being burnt: Pro-
vided that postcards, other than those sent "Service Unpaid" -
under the provisions of rule 170 on which the postage has not -
peen prepaid shall be destroyed forthwith by being burnt.

196. Subjeet to the provisions of section 39, proviso (b),of
the Actspackets and newspapers which cannot be disposed of under
section+38 of the Act, shall be dealt with as follows :-

(a) Packets containing printed papers, obviously with- :
out value, such as trade circulars and price 1lists,
shall be disposed of forthwith by being sold as = -
waste paper or destroyed.

(b) Other packets and newspapers shall be detained for
a period of &0 one month, if they are unregistered
and (ii) three months, 1if they are registered, on
the expiration of which the packets and newspapers
may be disposed of by being sold Or destroyed. Ma-
gazines, periodicals and newspapers iay, at the Op-—-
tion of the Postmaster-General, be used for any RR
public purpose.

197. Subject to the provisions of section 39, proviso (b),
of the Act,parcels which cannot be disposed of under section
38, shall be detained for a period of three months, on the BR-

expiration




expiretion of which they may be destroyed.

198, Nothing in these rules shall prevent the immediate des-

truction of any postal article in exercise of the powers con-

ferred by section 23, sub-section (3), of the Act.




fome Department (Special)

Submitted with reference to the - -

cecretary's note of 12-8-30 with the In

dian Post Office Act and copies of the
relevant rules, A copy of the ﬁgw rule
as Ppublished in the Gazette of India of
the 9th instant is also put up. It is -
dzie;;tood that the Revenue Department
are taking steps to republish it in the
Bombay Government Gazette.
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NO.S.D, /¢
Home Department (Special),

Poona, +/' - August 1930,

Dear Sir,

With reference to the correspon
dence ending with Mr. Collins' Confl. D.O,
letter No.S5.D.3129, dated the 24th. July
1930, regarding Congress staips, 1 am xERX
desired to forward for your in formation -
a copy of endst. No.D.5780-Politicel, datec
the 9th.instant frow the Govt. of India,

Home Departument, and its enclosures.

2 ¢ Y
§%

G.A.ThOIﬂ&S, E:S\iUiPe,C.I.E. ,I.O.S.’

Commissioner in Sind,

Karachil.




0910926439 820.8.30. 07

Office of the Sostmaster-Senera,
Confidentlial. P R | %om%aﬂ.

18th August, 1930.
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Will you please refer to parag?apha 60 & 61 of
the Reﬁort on Indian Newspapers published 1n the
Bombay Presidency for the week ending the 9th
August 1930 (No.32 of 1930) 2

2. You are aware of thé new rule 38-A 1issued
by the Government of India, with effect from the
9th August 1930 and.- the circumstances under which

it was issued, In this connection will you please
Secak B‘O‘ 5 ;‘? |

refer to youriletter No.l276§, dated Poona, the

8th July-1930 and my 4d.0. réply dated the 11th July

.

1930
3, The Bombay Chronicle wrote 11ts article
rule had actually issued and its com-
.sed upon a misapprehenslion. The new
rule does not apply to the contents of a letlier or
parcel but to labels or impressions on ine iface of
an article.
¥
4. Thereference in the Kaisar-i-Hind to the
Postmaster-geﬁeral is a mistake for the Presidency

Postmaster, Bombay. There 18 no objection ©O




1;7

stamps and labels bearing the slogan "Buy Indian Goods" .~
5., I may incidentally mention that the number
of articles bearing the objJectlonable labels and

stamns had gone down enormously by the time the new rule

had 1issued. They have now practically stopped completely.

f ; . a0 5 J
; _— J v o i 7 :.- . = ‘ ¥ . E
¥ ¥

% \/1 r«" 5

S, Collins, Esqr., O.B.BrI)L.CeDe,de P>, [C//Q %

Secretary to Governuent ,
Home Depaptment {Special), @

Poona.
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gatara August e Govt. Post Cards

and envelopes superscr

ibed with.a \longress stamp( Boycott

British Coods) are in circulstion here




Home Bepartment Special

The rule framed by the Govt. of India -

act prohibiting the =~

etc., DOEGF

under the post Office

"RBoycott British Goods"

rule was publ

of the 9th. instant and re-

Rombay Govi. Gazette of the 14th. instant.

A spare COpY of the rule 185 put up herewith
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