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" THOUGHT RELIC

The water in the river belongs to all, the water in my vessel is mine.
The flowet in the forest I do not own, the flower in my basket belongs
to me. This self of mine is that vessel, that basket. Its nature is to
hold, to protect.

But the ownership of self is temporary and partial. The water dries
up in the vessel, the flower withers in the basket. But the gift of water
to the thirsty, the offering of flowers in worship, cannot be measured
by the standard of time and quantity. Therefore the mission of self

becomes truly fulfilled when it dedicates its possessions to the service
of the eternal.

—

Translation of a passage from ‘&Y, HifEfArFeH, 2dq 48



LETTERS TO GURUDEVA : XVIV

Continued from last Issue

(42) Inverarn
Simla S. W.
May 12, [1914]
My dear friend,

Your letter came to cheer me this morning. I am still very weak after this
inoculation, but the worst is over., 1 am still confined to bed, I was more
run down than I thought and the inoculation took very badly. You will under-
stand what a joy your letter was !

Yes you are quite right. For both of us rest is essentially needed—for you
even more than for me ; for you have had the hardest time. I am supremely
desirous of being lazy and when I come to you this will be evident !

My plans are these. I cannot leave Simla till Monday May 18, because
I must get over this weakness and also T have to see the Dentist every day
from tomorrow onwards. My teeth were in a very bad condition and were
leading to this constant dyspepsia. All the *patching up’ will I hope be finished
by then.

I must go back to Delhi and if Ajit is there should spend a few days with
him and also finish some Examination papers, which ( alas ! ) must be done.

Fwill write again when I get to Delhi and let you know. Meanwhile could
Rathi write me a clear account of how to reach Ramgarh from Kathgodam
( that is the rail-head I imagine ).

Do not be anxious about me. I am glad this is over and done with and
shall soon pick up strength again.

With the deepest love
Charlie

If Ajit does not come I shall spend one day in Delhi and come on imme-
diately to you.

(43) as at
Delhi
May 18, [1914]
My dearest friend,

I cannot tell you the joy your last two letters have given me and the relief
they have been to my stupidly anxious mind !

I knew how much—how very much—you needed rest to bring back the
true buoyancy of your nature after all these mental and physical sufferings
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which have crowded in upon your life. You were so worn when I said good-
bye to you last December and I used to think of you each day out there and
sometimes long into the night wondering how you were; and when I came
back 1 saw at once that the tired look had not gone and I was troubled when
I heard of your staying so long in Calcutta.

But now the best of my dreams has come true and I am supremely happy
in your happiness, These letters of yours shall be read again and again, for
I must now be with you in your joy.

Already since your first letter reached me yesterday morning I have had a
happiness and sense of relief such as I have not had for many days. It gave me
as your letters always do, yourself : and my own life found its self in yours. And
this second ( quite unexpected ) letter has filled my cup of joy to overflowing.

And now about my coming to you—I must wait in patient passiveness
Ajit needs a holiday very much indeed and he will meet me in Delhi on Weds
morning. I have to go to Lahore for M. A. examinations tonight and then on
to Delhi.

Perhaps at the beginning of next month I may come to you; but I want you
to think of one thing and let me know later. You will need more than a mere
month at Ramgarh and ought, for all our sakes, to take it. Do let me be in
the School this Summer Term as I was last and come down some time in July
when you are quite restored. To be at Shantiniketan will be to me the rest
I need and I shall be quite myself again long before then.

With the deepest love
Charlie

Letter No. 41 published last month bote the date May 10 which was erroncously printed May 13.
We very much gegret the mistake—Ed.



SEVENTIETH BIRTH ANNIVERSARY OF KAZI NAZRUL ISLAM

On 25th May 1899 was born the rebel poet of Bengal Kazi Nazrul Islam.
There-was an abiding bond of love and affection on the one hand and deep
reverenceon the other between Rabindranath and Nazrul. The drama “Vasanta”
was fittingly dedicated by Gurudeva to Nazrul who represented more than
anything else, the spirit of dauntless youth, We remember the deep concern
and solicitude with which Gurudeva wired to Nazrul when the latter undertook
a fast in Presidency Jail, saying, “Give up fast. Qur literature claims you.”
The poem Nazrul composed on the passing away of Rabindranath ( 21311?(@ e
1% 9f3C9... ) was so to speak, a most touching funeral oration.

The seventieth birth anniversary of Kazi Nazrul was celebrated in a special
manner this year all over Bengal, East and West. The occasion had inevitably
an element of sadness in it ; for the poet stricken with fell disease, was totally
insensible to the loving tributes paid to him. We join our countrymen in
offering felicitations to the poet by reproducing in this issue the facsimile of a
poem of Gurudeva dedicated to Kazi Nazrul Islam along with a translation of
it by Sj Kshitis Roy. The poem was sent as a message of greetings to the
famous journal “Dhumketu” founded by Nazrul Islam.

NEWS AND NOTES

After a twomonth recess the academic departments of Visva-Bharati re-opened
on the 1st of July. The month of May was unusually wet and cool this year
and we wondered then if monsoon was round the corner. The vagaries
of the weather none can foretell and there soon followed a dry spell that
persisted till the first week of July was over. The tantalising clouds that
had been coming and going condensed at last and recently there have been
a few welcome showers relieving the sweltering heat and awakening the seeds
in the fields into a bright green hue.

A good number of students had stayed on Lere during the summer vacation
on account of examinations. Some have left after completing their studies
here and we wish them a bright happy future. While bidding farewell to the
outgoing students, we cordially welcome the students who have been admitted
to the different Bhavanas in the new session that is on. To the newcomers,
Santiniketan offers not merely a place for acquiring knowledge but a way of life.
To live in community with fellowstudents of distant climes and diverse
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TO
KAZI NAZRUL ISLAM

Rabindranath Tagore

Come, O Comet, come,
Across the moat of the dark night

span your bridge of fire.

Assail the stronghold
of these dark and menacing times,
and with your feet
firmly planted on its crest,

unfurl your flag of victory.

Waver not,
even though the dark brow of the night
is branded
With the stigma of evil portents.
May you blaze forth
and startle the inert

out of their torpor.

24 Sravan
1329

Translation : Kshitis Roy



VISVABHARATI NEWS 7

nationalities is an education by itself. Here under the open skies and amid
the clustering trees they will feel the close kinship of nature and its power to
delight and uplift. We do hope the new entrants will at once share and
nourish the corporate life of this place so that they may truly affirm,

“She is our own, the darling of our hearts,
our Santiniketan I"

The Delhi Rabindra Janmotsava Samiti organised this year a grand anniversary
programme at Rabindra Rangashala, Delhi on May 18 last. Over a hundred
singers and dancers from different parts of the country participated in the
celebrations. Srimati Savitri Krishnan and Sj. Santidev Ghosh were the two
distinguished participants from Santiniketan. Both of them gave a number of
Tagore songs which were highly appreciated by the vast audience. Earlier,
Srimati Savitri Devi and Sj. Santidev Ghosh were introduced by Prof. Humayun
Kabir, President of the Janmotsava Committee, at a Press Conference in which
they spoke of their long associations with Gurudeva and Santiniketan.

On the 13th May last, the Delhi station of All India Radio broadcast an
interview with Srimati Savitri Krishnan in which she gave her impressions
and recollections of the late President Zakir Husain.

®

It does our hearts good to announce that Srimati Somdatta Sinha and
Sriman Bejoyendranath Palit who have passed out from Patha-Bhavana this
year, have been selected for the award of National Science Talent Search
scholarship. We congratulate Somdatta and Bejoyendra on their brilliant
success and hope they will in their future career make outstanding contributions
to the development of science in our country. To Somdatta Sinha goes the
credit of winning triple distinction. Besides securing the N.S.T.S award,
she has stood first in the Higher School Certificate Examination of Visva-
Bharati and has also scored record marks ( 89°6% ) in total. The previous
record was set by Sriman Saradindu Bhattacharya of Siksha-Satra in 1967, We
are happy to learn that both Somdatta and Bejoyendra will continue their
studies in Visva-Bharati with Honours in Physics.

®
We are glad to announce the publication of the following works by members
of our staff in recent months :
Sunil Chandra Sarkar— Ideas and Ways in Education ( Orient Longmans,
Calcutta)
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Dr. Sisir Kumar Ghose~ Mystics and Society: A point of view ( Asia
. Publishing House, Calcutta)

Dr. Anil Kumar De and Others—Solvent Extraction of Metals: a monograph
(Van Nonstrand)

Dr. Shiva Nath—Hindi Bhasa Ka Arthatattvika Vikasa (The Semantic Develop-
ment of the Hindi Language ), being a paper read in Hindi
Sahitya Sammelan, Allahabad, 1968.

Jiban Banerjee—Adhunik Visva-Natya-Pratibha [ A Critical Study of the
representative dramatic writings of eminent playwrights of the
20th century ]—Sanskriti Prakashan, Calcutta,

Subhendu Gopal Bagchi—Tara Pith : a monograph in Bengali incorporated in
Bharat Kosh (Vol. Three) published by the Bangiya
Sahitya Parishad.

Under the auspices of the USIS Dr. Sisirkumar Ghose spoke on April 10
at the Dibrugarh University on “The Image of America”. He contributed a
brief survey : “American Literature, Partly an Indian View” to the Spiller
Festschrift, Indian Essays in American Literature. At the Bangalore University
he delivered a course of three lectures on “The Indian Renaissance, A Review”,
“Tradition and Modernity in Contemporary Indian Literature” and “The
Later Poetry of Sri Aurobindo” on June 2, 3 and 4 respectively. At the
Sri Aurobindo International Centre of Education he spoke on “Journey to the
End of Night” on June 17. Recently was published his *“The Poetry of
Sri Aurobindo : a short survey.”

°
We welcome in our midst the following members of the staff who have joined
recently :
Sri Kanchan Kumar Chakravarty, Adhyapaka in History of Art, Kala-Bhavana.
Sri Bijoy Kumar Das, Adhyapaka in English at Siksha Satra, Sriniketan.

°

On the 8th june last a conference of the Paridarshakas from the local
village committees of Adult Education Centres was held at -Sriniketan. About
70 persons including Social and Literary Workers participated. Detailed
activities and programme for the current year was discussed and valuable

suggestions from the Paridarshakas and workers to strengthen the activities
of the Adult Education in villages, were considered.
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Under the guidance of the Raipur Yuva Sangha a Recitation competi-
tion among local boys and youths was held on June 22, Sj. Radhika Sengupta,
teacher of Raipur School, gave away prizes to the best competitors. This was
followed by a cultural function that drew a large attendance.

Weather Report for the Month cf June 1969
( Sferics Observatory, Sriniketan )

Max. Temperature ... 39.7°C—dt. 25.6.69
Min. Temperature ... 24.2°C—dt. 13. 6. 69
Max. Humidity v 29 —dt. 7. 6.69
Min. Humidity . 579 —dt. 2. 6.69
Heaviest Rainfall . 7.3 mm—dt. 8. 6.69
Total Rainfall ... 55.1lmm—

°

Thought Relics, passages translated by Gurudeva from *if@faraeq ( addresses at
divine services ) and being published by us from the May issue, have been
compiled by Sj. Sobhanlal Gangopadhyay, Curator, Rabindra Sadana.

The picture reproduced on the cover page of our last ( June ) issue was from the
Frescowork done by Master Mahasay Nandalal Bose on the front wall of the
Central Library in 1932,

NOTICE

Members of the Visva-Bharati Alumni Association will kindly note that
election of the representarives of the said Association to the Samsad (Court)
of the University is scheduled to be held on 12 September 1969. Ballot Papers
connected with the said election will be sent under Certificate of Posting to
the address recorded as on July 19, 1969 in the Register of Members of the
Visva-Bharati Alumni Association maintained in the office of the Karma-Sachiva
( Registrar ), Visva-Bharati. It may not be possible to forward duplicate set of
papers to any member by post and any member desiring to have a duplicate set
may have to report personally to the office of the Karma-Sachiva ( Registrar ),
Visva-Bharati, Santiniketan P. O., West Bengal.



EXAMINATIONS

DIPLOMA IN FINE ART AND CRAFTS EXAMINATION, 1969 : The following
candidates -are declared to have passed the Diploma Examination in Fine Art
and Crafts, Part II, held in April, 1969 :

In Order of Merit: Samir Kumar Dey, Kasi Nath Ram, Rita Hui, Veena
Kak, Pandeya Chandravinod.

In Alphabetical Order : Hrishikesh Sahoo, Indradev Singha, Jeevan
Chandra Tripathi, Manika Sen, Mitra Paul, Mohinder Singh Kundhal
Mrigendra Math Bera, Niharendu Chakravarty, Niru Kataky, Pinaki Ranjan
Paria, Prafulla Kumar Chatterjee, Rina Ghosh, Shakti Vijh, Sova Rani De
Sunanda Roy, Syed Golam Moula.

The result of the candidate bearing Roll No. D/Art-21 is withheld.

The following candidate is declared to have passed the Diploma Examination
in Fine Art and Crafts, Part I, held in April, 1969 .

Minakshi Ghosh

CERTIFICATE IN ARTISTIC HANDICRAFT EXAMINATION, 1959 : The following
candidates are declared to have passed the Certificate Examination in
Artistic Handicrafts held in April 1969 :

In Alphabetical Order : Anjana Roy, Archana Sarkar, Bela Sarkar, Bharati
Ghosh Dastidar, Gitika Chakravarti, Jharna Sarkar, Jyotsnarani Dutta
Radharani Chakravarti, Sanjukta Das Gupta, Sinjini Guha, Usha Kumari
Pareek. '

DipLOMA IN MUSIC EXAMINATION, 1969 : The following candidates are
declared to have passed the Diploma Examination in Music, Part II, held in
April 1969, in the subjects mentioned against their names :

Pass—In Alphabetical Order : Arundhati Chatterjee ( Rabindra-Sangit, Hindus-
thani Music—Vocal ) ; Ashoke Kumar Ganguly ( Rabindra Sangit, Hindusthani
Music—Vocal ) ; Gouri Sen Gupta ( Rabirndra Sangit, Hindusthani Music —
Vocal ) ; Nani Gopal Choudhury (Rabindra Sangit, Hindusthani Music—Vocal)
Rina Sen ( Rabindra Sangit, Hindusthani Music—Vocal ) ; Samar Sinha Jana
( Rabindra Sangit, Hindusthani Music—Vocal ) ; Suchitra Chatterjee ( Rabindra
Sangit, Sitar }; Swapna Chatterjee ( Rabindra Sangit, Hindusthani Music—
Vocal ).

B. Mus. (Special Course) ExAMINATION, PART II 1969 : The following candidates
are declared to have passed the Bachelor of Music Examination, held in April
1969, after completion of a Two-year Special Course of Studies in the subject
mentioned against their names and have qualified for the B. Mus. Degree :
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In Alphabetical Order : Chinmoyee Chatterjee ( Hindusthani Vocal Music ),
Gora Sarbadhikari ( Hindusthani Vocal Music ), Sitansu Ray ( Rabindra Sangit ).

BACHELOR OF SOCIAL WORK (HONOURS) EXAMINATION, PART III (FINAL),
1969 : The following candidates are declared to have passed the Bachelor of
Social Work (Honours) Examination held in April, 1969 after completion of a
Three-Year Course of Studies and have qualified for the B.S. W. ( Honours )
Degree :

Second Class—In Order of Merit : Hari Mohan Mandal, Md. Akkasali Mondal,
Rabindranath Das, Amitava Biswas, Krishnapada Kundu, Awmalendu Maity,
Satyakinkar Sen, Jnanada Mondal, Ranjit Kumar Giri, Atul Krishna Thakur.

On the results of the BPRachelor of Social Work (Honours), Part III
Examination held in April, 1969, the following candidates are declared eligible
for admission to the Compartmental Examination in the subject noted against
their names.

Ajit Kumar Bagdi (English), Amarendra Nath Kanri ( English), Fatik Chandra
Mandal (English), Pradip Kumar Das ( English ), Prodip Kumar Basu( English ),
Rabindranath Sarkar ( English ).

BACHELOR OF SOCIAL SCIENCE EXAMINATION, PART III, 1969 : On the results
of the Bachelor of Social Science, Part III Examination, held in April, 1969 :
the following candidate is declared eligible for admisson to the Compartmental
Examination in the Subject noted against his name.

Ahin Kumar Mahanty ( English).

B. Sc. (AG) (HONOURS) EXAMINATION, 1969, PART IV (FINAL) : The following
candidates are declared to have passed the B. Sc. ( Ag.) Honours Examination
held in April-May, 1969 after completion of a Four-Year Course of Studies
and have qualified for the B. Sc. (Ag.) Honours Degree :
First Class—In Order of Merit : Ranjitbaran Misra, Gopalchandra De,
Tarapada Mukhopadhyay, Amiyakumar Mukhopadhyay, Sk. Jahangir Ali
Sohrab Ali Biswas, Arunkumar Saha, Ranajitkumar Sarkar.
Second Class—In Order of Merit : Swapanlal Roy, Ranajit Datta, Sadhan
chandra Mandal, Achintyakumar Nazir, Indrajit Putatunda, Sailendrakumar
Mondal, Swadesh Ranjan Saha, Jetty Venkata Subba Reddy ( Compartmental
in Part 11 ), Sudhir Kumar Mukhopadhyay, Mohanlal Mandal ( Compartmental
in Part I ), Syama Pada Pal ( Compartmental in Part I ), Arun Kumar Mandal,
Swapan Kumar Mondal.

On the results of the B. Sc. (Ag.) Honours-Part IV Examination held in
April-May, 1969, the following candidates are declared eligible for admission
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to the Compartmental Examination in the subjects noted against their
names.

Ananda Gopal Mukhopadhyay (Farm Management), Chittaranjan Sarkar
( Plant Pathology ).
DipLOMA IN WOOD-WORK EXAMINATION, 1969 : The following candidate is
declared to have passed the Diploma Examination in Woodwork held in
April, 1969 :

Etwari Sharma
DIPLOMA IN WEAVING EXAMINATION, 1969: The following candidate is
declared to have passed the Diploma Examination in Weaving held in April,
1969 :

Amarnath De
CERTIFICATE OF PROFICIENCY EXAMINATION, 1959 : The following candidate
is declared to have passed the examination for the Certificate of Proficiency
in Foreign Casual Students Course, held in April, 1969, in the subjects
mentioned against his name. An asterisk put against the subject indicates that
the candidate has secured distinction marks in that subject $

Preeja Chorpatoomma—Modern Indian Culturex , Rabindra Literature.



OUR RECENT PUBLICATIONS

AMADER LEKHA : Twentysecond Volume, 1376 B. S, *

1st Vaisakh— undoubtedly, the happiest this New Year's Day are the children
of the Asrama, Invariably, the sole subject of their discussions this morning
is Amader Lekha. No wonder, for it is their very own—the magazinc of their
hearts—the fruition of the past year’s pleasurable labour.

Amdst the festivities of the New Year,
groups of young boys and girls—with piles
of brand new Amader Lekha in their hands
thread their way in and out of the crowd
wondering whether someone would buy a
copy. They needn’'t worry really. For
within an hour or so the copies of their
school magazine have vanished more rapidly
than hot cakes and still they are pursued by
eager buyers. Does a gasp of wonder escape
you? Yet, should you wish to come closer
to the children, should you wish to view
the Asrama through their eyes, an Amader
Lekha is a must. There you come across
fine Lino-cut drawings depicting landscape
and men and women at work. Then there
are stories and poems describing vividly the
natural beauty of the surroundings and the
magic of the changing seasons. And there
are numerous articles on a variety of sub-
jects.

One cannot speak of Amader Lekha
without remembering our revered Tanayda
( the late Sri Tanayendranath Ghosh ). It
was Tanayda's idea and encouragement,
more than twenty years ago, which led to
the publication of the first Amader Lekha.
At that time, only the children of Sishu-
Vibhaga contributed to the magazine. It
was Tanayda’s wish that such a magazine
be an attempt at self-revelation and self-

expression of the children. Sj Kshitis Roy and Sj. Amiya Kumar Sen were also

* Title Design ¢ Purabi Chattopadhyay, Patha~Bhavana.
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associated with this magazine for many years. Sahitya Sabhas are part and
parcel of "Patha-Bhavana life. The three sections of Patha-Bhavana—Sishu
Vibhaga, Madhya Vibhaga and Adya Vibhaga, each have a Sahitya Sabha by
turns on Tuesday evenings. The articles, poems and short stories read at these
meetings are compiled in the three handwritten magazines—Panchami, Prabhat
and Santi. From these again are chosen the best contributions for the printed
school annual, Amader Lekha. In 1965 at the initiative of Sj. Ranajit Ray, the
then Secretary of Pustak Prakashan Samiti, the students of Siksha Satra, Srini-
ketan, began contributing to Amader Lekha too. They have their literary
gathering on Tuesday morning--restricted however, to a bare halfanhour
The contributions are collected in their manuscript magazine Chesta, selections
from which find place in Amader Lekha,

Few people can ever guess the amount of time, energy and willing service
given by the students and teachers-in-charge and the Sampadak Mandali to
the publication of this magazine.

Once you have an Amader Lekha in your hands, you are at once drawn
into the warm friendly atmosphere of the Asrama. If an outsider you are
bound to feel some kinship with our children here, nay, with the Asrama
itself. As for the boys and girls themselves, they feel a strange, inexplicable
happiness, a sense of pride, as they leaf joyously through the pages of a brand
new copy of Amader Lekha, because it is their own—it can never be other-

wise.
Shumana Roy

MAHARSHI DEVENDRANATH: RABINDRANATH TAGORE. Visva-Bharati
Granthana-Vibhaga. 1968. Rs. 6.50

Maharshi Devendranath’s life and sadhana have continued to be not only
the object of intellectual curiosity or scholastic research, but a source of
inspiration on spiritual, moral and cultural levels to many. These include not
only the regular Brahmos, but many others who have come under the influence
of the Santiniketan way of life and Rabindranath’s thought. Hence, specially
welcome is the present volume in which are compiled Rabindranath’s various
addresses and utterances on the occasions of the Maharshi's birth and death
anniversaries, or Paush 7 celebrations. Relevant passages taken from his
Jivansmriti and the Santiniketan essays, a number of letters exchanged between
the father and the son and an essay entitled “Pitri-Smriti” (Reminiscences
about Father) published in the Prabasi about seven years after the Maharshi's
death by Saudamini Debi, the eldest sister of Rabindranath. Although the
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last-named article was published in the name of Saudamini Debi, there are
reasons to believe that it passed through Rabindranath’s hand who may have
corrected or edited it.

Everything else which could conceivably throw light on the Maharshi's
personality, through the impressions, appreciations, through poetic expressions
or pictorial representations are brought together. Rabindranath's songs which
had a direct reference to or bearing on his father's sadhana, the brilliant
pictorial impression by Abanindranath, and some others by eminent Western
artists are incorporated along with facsimile reproductions of mss including the
letter written by the Maharshi to Rabindranath,

From all this emerges a satisfying image of the Maharshi and the various
aspects of his achievement: his integral approach to the Divine which
comprise along with the more or less usual notion of God as All-wise and
All-good, a view of God Beautiful ; his pioneering work in the cultural life
of Bengal and the sphere of social reform, his less-noted but great contribution
in building up pure, refined and happy family life; and lastly, his masterly
ways in the matter of the management of worldly affairs, public transactions,
functions etc.

Sri Pulinbihari Sen is the compiler of this volume.

Sunilchandra Sarkar

SANDHYA-SANGIT : Rabindranath Tagore. Visva-Bharati Granthana-Vibhaga.
1969. Rs. 7.00

Sandhya-Sangit contained the first poems of Tagore in which had emerged
a certain tone and temper, a sort of rhythmic movement which definitely broke
through the current moulds, got rid of all traces of imitative effort and could be
recognised as the Poet’s own. That is what the poet himself felt and said on
several occasions. This has naturally given these poems an added importance
particularly in the eyes of those who want to study closely the origin and
development of Tagore's poetic art. In is obvious that from this standpoint
all corrections of phrases, alternative versions, rejections, additions etc, become
significant and can be expected to throw light on the inner workings of the
poet’s mind, the development of a poetic conscience through various
efforts of discrimination and aesthetic judgement.

The section of rejected poems which were excluded from the later editions
may very well show who were the older poets who influenced Rabindranath
and in what manner. Facsimiles of some of the mss pages and proofsheets
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showing correction or comment by Rabindranath’s own hand are interesting
indeed.

The variant readings and bibliography have been supplied by Sri Pulinbihari
Sen and Sri Subhendusekhar Mukhopadhyay, who are also responsible for
compiling and editing the volume.

Sunilchandra Sarkar

OBITUARY

DR. NABENDU KUMAR DATTAMAJUMDAR : The news of the sudden
demise of Dr. Nabendu Kumar Dattamajumdar in a Calcutta hospital on
June 21 came as a shock to us. Dr. Dattamajumdar had been a familiar
figure here for a long stretch of years. From his young days he had been
a frequent visitor to this place and his doctoral thesis was based on the
study of Santhal life in the vicinity of Santiniketan including Pearson
Palli. After a brilliant academic career he rose to be the Director
of Anthropological Survey, India. Anyone coming into contact with
Dr. Majumdar was struck by his modesty and sweetness of disposition.
Till only the other day we saw him at Santiniketan walking about at a brisk
pace—a fine figure of a man and the picture of health. His death at the
age of 62 was certainly untimely. We offer our heartfelt condolences to
Dr. Majumdar's wife and two daughters in their bereavement.

SATKARI KHAN : Not a month passes but the bells toll for someone or
other connected directly or indirectly with Visva-Bharati. On the 11th June
last, Satkari Khan or Satkarida as he was called by the students of Siksha-
Bhavana, died in his village home at Khoskadampur. He was nearly 70. Satkari
Khan was dearly loved by boarders of the Siksha-Bhavana hostel where he had
served for more than three decades and become part and parcel of the campus
life. There was an interesting side to the character of this man which old boys
of Siksha Bhavana will affectionately recall. For Satkari Khan was bitten with a
craze for Jatra play. It issaid that in his youth he had set up a Jatra establish-
ment of his own. The venture having drained off his resources, he took
service at Santiniketan in 1936. The old love, however, persisted and often
at the request of the teachers or students of the college, he would break forth
declaiming from his repertoire with appropriate gestures.

Satkari Khan retired from service only year before last. In his death a link of
the present Siksha Bhavana with its past is gone. —Bhujanga Bhusan Mitra
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Tender and young trees,

welcome guests you are

to our home-yard.

Come home to us

in the loving company of men.

With your dark green forms

dancing,
your dark green leaves fluttering
musically,

come, and bring to out threshold

the joyful clamour of life

jostling among your twigs and
branches.

Let the eatly motning sun

glisten among your leaves,

and may the wind carry

the murmuring tribute of your song
to the lord of the forest.

May Sravana’s showers
bring you heaven’s blessings
as the rain comes pouring
to bathe your shaggy head
of young leaves.

Translation ; Kshitis Roy : Anthology of One Hundred Songs of Rabindranath Tagors in Staff Notation

Vol. 1, page 186. [ Sangit Natak Academy ]



LETTERS TO GURUDEVA : XX
C. F. ANDREWS
Continued from July issue

(44) Lahore
May 19, [ 1914 ]
My dear friend,

This is the only gift' I have to give you from S. Africa. Mr. Gandhi has sent
me a copy at last. The substance of the lecture itself is not really my own,
for it is mainly what Ajit and you have told me: but the love and joy with
which I wrote it are mine to give, and I would give them. Mr. Gandhi tells me
that it has sold very widely indeed in S. Africa.

Last year when I gave a similar lecture in Simla there was much suppressed
indignation at the concluding sentence.? I find that this has now become open
hostility. But though I was troubled last year I have had no trouble this; for
since then I have lived at Shantiniketan and have learnt its secret. Yesterday
it was such a joy to think that there would be no need for me to go back to
Simla again, and to-day I am resigning here all my University connections.

You must save me, my dear friend, from my restless nature and open my
eyes to make me see the eternal values. I have learnt so much since I have
known and loved you, but it has not yet reached the centre of my being. The
old bad habits will return if they go unchecked and unrebuked. I am breaking
now so joyfully the old ties—Simla, Delhi, Lahore,—and my temptation will
be weakly to yield and form new ones. But you will shield and pirotect me
and keep me strictly to my one duty at Bolpur, Now I am becoming free indeed;
and with your spirit so full of joy and peace my own spirit is rising and almost
exulting. Keep me strictly to my duty. I am not fit or strong enough for an
unchartered freedom.

With deep love and devotion

Charlie

I go to Delhi tonight. My knee is very neatly well and my teeth troubles

are all over.

1 A Lecture by the Rev. C. F. Andrews of Delbi—delivered at Cape Town, South Affica in 1914.
Published by Cape Times Ltd.

2 “May it not come to pass that, in the higher ranges of ancient Hindu thought on the one hand, and in
the higher ranges of primitive Christianity on the other, there will be found a gteat mountain chain,
which, when fully explored, will unite the East and the West together, and offer at length an unbroken
highway for the great onward match wkereby humanity shall reach

those shining tablelands
To which our God Himself is Moon and Sun.”



MY EARLY REMINISCENCES—
GURUDEVA, ASHRAMA AND ELMHIRST

Santosh Mitra

I first came to Santiniketan in 1910. Gurudeva had requested Abanbabu to
send some one who could teach Ashrama students drawing and painting. Aban-
babu sent me for the purpose with an introduction to Gurudeva. I was very
young then and joined the Ashrama as z teacher in fine arts and a student in
general subjects at the same time. While T used to give lessons in elementary
drawing and painting I studied with the same students subjects other than
painting. It was Santiniketan that provided at that time such unique oppor-
tunity.

Students’ activities consisted of gardening, literary meetings (Sahitya Sabha),
staging of dramas and frequent debates and symposia both in English and
Bengali. There were four manuscript magazines—Sisu, Bagan, DBithika and
Santi—run by students at the time.

There was a large dairy inside the Ashrama and Jagadananda Babu with the
assistance of Mitan Mali used to fully utilise the cowshed and kitchen wastes in
developing Ashrama gardens, particularly kitchen garden. From the very
beginning I developed a passion for gardening and animal-husbandry work.
Whenever free from classwork I used to visit these units and tried to make
myself useful in these spheres of asharama activity. Thus four or five years
elapsed. It was sometime in 1914 or 1915 that 1 wrote to Acharya Prafulla
Chandra Roy expressing my intense desire to become a cultivator myself. 1
received help from Acharya Roy before my joining the ashrama. Acharya Roy
used to keep contact with me even after my coming to Santiniketan. Both
Acharya Roy and Abanbabu sent me some money to purchase land. I couldn’t
procure suitable land for personal cultivation then and so started reclaiming the
area (now Sree-Sadan ) then lying unused. The land in the area had no
fertility. I used to dig trenches and arranged with the sweepers for them to
deposit night-soil in those trenches. This method proved very successful.
Over and above this I used to contact the bherawallas (shepherds) of Burdwan
Raj Estate. These herdsmen roamed about with herds of hundreds of sheep
and a few watch dogs. On payment of a few paise and a few seers of rice they
assembled their flock on specified areas for night halt and helped in manuring
the land. I did not own any plough and used to till the land with spades only.
Water was the major problem at the time. The only source of irrigation was
a big well beside the kitchen. One morning at about 9 a. m. while I was working
in the kitchen garden plot ( at the back of present Sree Sadan ) Gurudeva came
to see me at work. While I was bowing for pranama tears suddenly came to
my eyes. Even to-day I cannot clearly discern the impulse that caused those
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tears. Gurudeva patted me on the back and enquited, ‘what makes you suffer ?’
Then he procecded on his way to Barababu’s (Dwijendranath) place in Nichu
Bangla (Cheena-Bhavan Hindi-Bhavan area).

Between 1915 and 1916 Meeradi and her husband Nagenbabu lived in Surul.
Nagendranath took up farming in Surul. Gurudeva used to very often take me
along with him on his frequent visits to Meeradi's place. Even today I can
recollect the taste of ‘Baelpana’ that Meeradi used to prepare for her father and
which I incidentally shared. In 1917 Negenbabu left for Ramgarh. Advised by
Gurudeva, Rathibabu asked me to take charge of the Surul Farm. I was both
delighted and nervous. Rathibabu quietened me with assurances and I left for
Surul. Istarted work with one goala (dairy man) and two Malis (gardeners).
Four buffaloes and four cows were sent from Santiniketan. Rathibabu regularly
used to come on a cycle. Along with words of encouragement he used to tell
us, ‘Unless you work hard and make profits, father will wind up the whole
establishment’. It had the desired result. I was then really very much afraid
of losing my job and being thrown back into the nightmarish days of semi-
starvation of my childhood. About a week after my coming to Surul I received
a communication from Pratima Bouthan (Pratima Devi) and went to meet
Gurudeva who was then staying at Dwarik (the building, now no more, was
located opposite the present ‘Dehali’ housing Ananda Pathsala). Gurudeva said
‘Look, Nandalal is coming. Why don’t again take up drawing and painting ?”
With folded hands I replied *I am finding greater joy in agriculture. Please
let me continue the same.” He agreed and said, “Then you should learn two
things. Firstly, milking the cows so that we are not dependent on upcountry
goalas for this operation. Secondly, you must regularly go to the experienced
cultivators of nearby villages and see for yourself their methods of cultivation
in detail—what are the crops they use in what type of land etc., and seck their
advice in your own work.

Next day Rathibabu came and gave me ten rupees to buy poultry. I bought
40 birds with the ten repees and started a poultry unit from the next day.

The first two years in Surul T had to suffer a lot from Malaria. I was treated
by Jogin Chakraborty and Haricharanbabu of Santiniketan and got cured. In
1919 Gurudeva went to Agartala and brought back with him Shri Haridas
Bhattacharyya to look after the Surul work. Haridasbabu and myself worked
in perfect harmony for the two subsequent years.

In 1920 Gurudeva left Santiniketan for a long time for one of his journeys
abroad and placed Andrews in charge of Ashrama Vidyalaya and Surul Farm,
During this period we faced acute financial stringency. Andrews then received
a personal donation of Rs. 25,000 from his admirers in South Africa and gave
the whole money to the Ashrama. All employees of Santiniketan and Surul
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received 10 rupees increment with immediate effect. All of us were extremely
happy at this substantial pay rise. But this did not solve the chronic problem.
Haridas Babu had to leave Ashrama owing to its poor financial state. During this
period of difficulty Jagadananda Babu told me about the possible coming of an
agricultural expert from England to take charge of Surul work. We were
afraid as we did'nt know enough English. I again became apprehensive of my
security. We were actually comforting ourselves with the rumour chat
Andrews Saheb had advised the expert not to come, in view of the precarious
financial condition of the Institution. But allaying all our fears there arrived
amidst us a very young, handsome and joliy Saheb ( Westerner ). He was
Leonard K. Elmhirst. Elmhirst won our hearts within a very short time by his
diligence, expert guidance and charming manners. It is he who taught us
scientific trenching, preparation of compost pits etc.

Having stayed for a few days in Surul he left for Allahabad and came back
after a fortnight. He then used to stay in Santiniketan. Every morning Mr
Elmhirst would arrive at Surul on a cycle, instruct us and personally demon-
strate different operations and return after the day’s work. One day he
requested me to prepare a budget for the Surul establishment including personal
expenditure of Kalimohanbabu, Elmbirst, Kasahara and myself. I didit. Next
day he called me to the Surul Kuthi terrace and pointing towards the distance
declared ‘Santosh, we are going to acquire all the land up to Cheap Kuthi " I
could’'nt help laughing within myself at this wild dream. I only enquired
‘where is the money ? And pat came the reply, ‘From Heaven'. My immediate
reaction was something like this, obviously not expressed, ‘Saheb, you better
wait for the day when you have to pack up home like many others for want of
money.” But! to our utter surprise came Rs. 1,50,000 by T. M. O. within two
days from the date of our discussion. Elmhirst spent a major part of the money
in acquiring tools and machinery and other equipments necessary for modern
farming. Young trainees from Santiniketan—Buddha Das, Dharmadas, Subir
Thakur, Freeaton, Dhira Babu and a relative of Pandit Vidhusekhar Sastri
came and joined us There were new appointments too. Upen Babu for
building construction, Sasibabu for tannery, Gopal Babu for poultry and Jatin
Babu as cashier ; all were appointed within a short period.

These were the days of a boom, as it were. But we had our difficulties
too. There were not enough scavengers in Surul. Kalimohan Babu and
Elmhirst tried to persuade us to take up latrine cleaning. But we did'nt agree.
Next morning we found Elmhirst coming out from the latrine area carrying a
soil tub and a broomstick. That was enough. Qur resistance melted away and
we rushed to the work gladly. Mr Elmhirst was then living at Dehali and the
next evening I had an appointment with him. On seeing me there, Gurudeva
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enquired “What mischief did you commit yesterday ?" [ was puzzled while
Elmhirst-was smiling.

In Surul, as in Santiniketan, Wednesday was our holiday and regular prayer
meetings used to be held on Wednesday morning. Elmhirst was very regular
in these meetings. Woednesday was also cleanliness check-up day. After
prayer Elmhirst used to visit our rooms and inspect the maintenance of tools
and implements along with personal cleanliness of the boarders. He used to give
us marks on these. We used to receive his personal attention and care
whenever there was any injury while working. I remember how with almost
maternal care, he would dress our wounds.

I am grown old and failing in memory. I have tried to recollect some of
my early impressions rather disjointedly only in order to express my very
sincere and deep gratitude to Gurudeva, the Ashrama and Mr Elmhirst who
like the Saudagar in Tasher Desh helped to blow winds of change through the
Surul workers, then feeling utterly depressed. Apart from mobilisation of
resources he brought amongst us a tremendous enthusiasm for agricultural and
allied work and made us feel real dignity in manual work. This love of work
I have cherished throughout my life.

Let me conclude with Gurudeva's words, believe me, very sincerely felt :

‘On the day of parting may I say this/that what I have seen and received
is beyond compare.’

Based on the speech deliveted in Bengali by 8j Mitra on the occasion of the felicitations offered by
the Karmi Parishad of Visva-Bharati to Mr. L, K. Elmhirst during his last visit to the Ashrama in
February, 1969. The translation is by Sj. Nripendranath Bandyopadhyay.



EXAMINATION

B. ED. EXAMINATION, 1969: The following candidates are declared to have

passed the B. Ed. Examination held in May, 1969 :

First Class —In Order of Merit

{ Deb Narayan Mukherjee
Jaladbaran Das

Samirendra Kishore Goswami
Rabindranath Paul

Prabir Kumar Mahanty
Rajkumar Ghosh

Chitra Guha
Manmathanath Sharangi
Namita Roy

Abdul Baqui Abul Hasnat
Sipra Sarkar

[Brahmanya Dev Ghosal

| Susmita Mukherjea
[Samarendra Nath Gupta

| Sunil Kumar Mapdar
Bratati Das Gupta

Prafulla Kumar Gupta
Pares Chandra Mallik
Amiyakumar Pal

Kalyani Prasad Bandyopadhyay
Rita Bagchi

Saktisadhan Chattopadhyay
Kshudiram Maji

Sukumar Bandyopadhyay
fK.V.Ramana Rao

| Someswar Chattopadhyay
Birendra Narayan Pal,

Asis Kumar Das
%Manojkumar Bandyopadhyay
Nilima Sarkar

zAmar Kumar Ghosh

Gangaprasad Ray
Prakritis Chandra Sihi

Bipadtaran Mannal
1Jagadish Chandra Chakraborty

Second Class—In Alphabetical Order

Abubakkar Shaikh

Anil Kumat Ghosh
Ansu Kumar Ghosh
Apurba Krishna Ray
Arui Kumar Manna
Arun Kumar Nandi
Asok Kumar Haldar
Asoke Kumar Roy
Asutosh Jana
Baidyanath Daphadar
Barindranath Bhattacharya
Bela Banerjee

Belarani Sikdar

Bhabani Prasad Tapadar
Bijoy Kumar Nandy
Binaybhushan Maity
Bipad Taran Misra
Chandra Deo Prasad Bhagat
Chhabi Ray

Debaprasad Ray
Dhananjay Maity

Dilip Kumar Das

Dilip Kumar Jas
Dinabandhu Mandal
Falgooni Chakrabartty
Gatinath Chattopadhyay
Geeta Chatterjee

Iti Roy

Jayhari Mukhopadhyay
Jharna Bhattacharyya
Kalipada Sannigrahi
Kanika Sarkar
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Md. Golam Oli Second Class—In Alphabetical Order
Mihir Kumar Chaudhuri Sandhya Ghose

Mira Das Gupta Satyabrata De
Mohinimohan Sinhamahapatra Sheikh Jan Mohammad
Mukti Mitra Shib Kumar Sinha
Paresh Nath Karmakar Siba Prasad Mandal
Prabir Kumar Ghosh Sila Som

Prativasree Majumdar Sourendra Nath Nandi
Ram Chandra Chaudhuri Subhra Chaudhuri
Ramkrishna Ghosh Subrata Kumar Banerjee
Ramkrishna Mandal Sumiti Mukherjee
Ranajit Kumar Samanta Tulshi Rani Bhaduri
Rupendra Nath Ghosh Umesh Chandra Thakur

S. Sethu Viswanathan

Candidate Eligible For Supplementary B. Fd. Examination

Name Subj:ct
Siba Prasad Ghosh Paper—V ( General Science )

A. Perumal



NEWS AND NOTES

Santiniketan and Sriniketan saw some very anxious days towards the end of
the last month, On learning from the newspaper that our Upacharya had
resigned, the senior students took the spontaneous decision to stay away from
their classes. All work in the university remained suspended from the 21st
afternoon and a number of students undertook a fast wanting the Upacharya
back. The Upacharya rushed back from Calcutta and the students broke
their fast at his behest. After a meeting of the Upacharya in Council with
representatives of the Chatra Sammelani, the Adhyapaka Sabha and the
Karmi Sabha on the 26th July, the Upacharya was pleased to withdraw his
resignation and normal work in the university resumed the following morning.

Information reached us of late through the High Csmmission of India in Ceylon
about the celebration of Gurudeva's birth anniversary in Colombo on the
21st June last. There was at the function, an eclaborate and impressive
programme of recitations, songs and dances followed by the stagirg of
Chandalika. The function organised under the auspices of Rabindra Sanskriti
Samgam, Ceylon, was inaugurated by Mr. Wilmot A. Perera. Mr. Perera,
one of the most distinguished and respected personalities in Ceylon to-day, is
the founder and trustee of the reputed institution, Sri Palee in Horanna near
Colombo. The name of Sri Palee was given by Gurudeva and the founda-
tion-stone of its central building was laid by him on May 20, 1933.

In the course of his inaugural address at the birthday celebrations of Gurudeva,
Mr. Wilmot Perera recalled how way back in 1933, Rabindranath, while replying
to the address of welcome accorded to him by the Urban Council of Panndura,
“chided us for not being aware of the beauty of the Kandyan Dance ond
allowing it to languish. That friendly admonition led to the re-awakening of
our interest in what is generally known as Kandyan Dancing. Until then it
was relegated to the Annual Perehara in Kandy and the functions’of the Chief-
tains of Kandyan areas. Thus another link in the ancient chain of our cultural
indebtedntss to India was forged.” The birthday anniversary celebrations
were organised by the Ceylonese ex-students of Santiniketan and a few Indian
residents in Ceylor. The chief organiser of the programme was Mr. Lionel
Eldrisingha, the dance-drama Chandalika being directed by Sj. Dilip Biswas.
Tncidentally, Mr. Wilmot A. Perera recently visited India as the guest of the
Government of India, under the Ministry of Education and Cultural Activities
Programme.
°

22nd Sravana (August 7), the day of remembrance, was observed with due
solemnity at Santiniketan. At half past four in the morning a Vaitalik started



30 AUGUST 1969

from Gour Prangana and went round the Asrama singing the song %% X7
SR N | A divine service was held at the Mandir at 7 a. m. Sj. Sunil
Chandra Sarkar who conducted the service recalled the day the poet departed
from this world twentyeight years ago. He dwelt in brief, on the meaning
and significance of death—the eternal mystery that teases men out of thought—
in the light of the observations of the seers of ancient India and the utterances
of the poet himself. Paying homage to the memory of the poet, Sj. Sarkar
spoke of the imperishable quality of Rabindranath’s creation and the impact
of his genius on some of the greatest minds of his age at home and abroad.
Appropriate songs were provided by the Asrama choir at the service.

Vriksha Ropana was celebrated as usual in the afternoon to commemorate
the death anniversary of Gurudeva. The ceremony took place this year in
front of the newly constructed building of the Central Library. A procession
of boys and girls in clothes specially dyed for the occasion, came dancing to the
singing of T#fAG®3 (Foq Tute (x ¥@ | Along with the procession came a
sapling of Bhurjapatra ( Betula ) — the bark of which was used for making
manuscript copies in ancient India, borne in a litter with a pair of beautifully
decorated canopies overhead. In the background were five little children
representing the Five Elements. Invocations addressed to the Elements
were recited one after another. Thereafter, amidst the blowing of conchs,
the chanting of hymns and the singing of songs, the Upacharya performed
the tree-planting. The Chief Guest of the occasion was Prof. Tan Yun Shan,
retired Director of Cheena Bhavana.

A Vaitalik at 9 p. m. brought the day’s programme to an end.

An exhibition of Picture Postcards of Mastermahasay Nandalal Bose was
opened by Sj Dhirendra Krishna Dev Barman at the Nandan on Friday
the 18th July. The exhibition consisted of 125 cards dating from May 17,
1909. As Sj Dinkar Kowshik comments in the folder issued in this
connection, “he ( Nandalal ) greeted with pictures, he blessed with drawings.
He is most daring, original, experimental, dramatic, humorous and incisive
in his sketches. Here we find his alert, searching eye, capturing moving
spectacle of living form.” The cards bearing some inscription, enquiry about
health, greetings of the season or notes on places of visit, cover a period of
about fifty years.
°

A collection of 65 Paintings and Graphics by Manindrabhusan Gupta was
presented in a week-long exhibition that was inaugurated by Sj Benode Behari
Mukhopadhyay at the Nandan on July 31. To quote from what Sj Mukho-
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padhyay had earlier said at an exhibition of Manindrabhusan's works held
in Calcutta, “The work of Manindrabhusan shows both variety and range
of his subject-interest and technique. On the technical side he was an
indefatigable experimenter......... The more perceptive among the visitors to
this exhibition will be able to notice for themselves that in many ways
Manindrabhusan was among the pioneers to set the trends of modern
art in India.”
°

We heartily thank the Japanese Consulate in Calcutta for having sent to Santi-
niketan a mobile Film Unit that showed a number of delightful documentaries
in colour depicting various aspects of life in modern Japan. The most
entertaining films were a hilarious puppet-show and the Olympic Games held
in Tokyo. The show was given at Natyaghar on the evening of July 28.

A French film—‘Le Carrosse D' Or by Jean Renoir after the novel of Prosper
Merimee, was screened at Natyaghar on the evening of August 3.

The Gandhi Centenary Committee of Visva-Bharati is organising an Essay
Competition on Mahatma Gandhi for the students of Visva-Bharati. The
subjects for the Essay Contest are “Mahatma Gandhi as an Architect of Modern
India” and “Gandhiji and Santiniketan” for the Senior and Junior (School)
Groups respectively. Six book prizes will be awarded to the best three essays in
each of the two groups. The essay containing not more then 2500 words may
be written in Bengali, Hindi or English.

We have much pleasure to report that Sj. Madhusudan Mullick, Adhyapaka 1n
the Department of Sanskrit, Pali and Prakrit has been admitted to the D. Phil
(Arts) degree of the University of Calcutta. Our heartiest congratulations
to Dr. Mullick.

°
We are glad to announce the publication of a book in Bengali entitled Alekhya,
being a study in narrative form, of Santhal life around Sriniketan, by
Sj Dhanapati Bagh, Adhyapaka, Palli Siksha Sadana. Publishers: Compass
Puhlications Ltd., Calcutta.

°
Dr. A. K. De, Professor and Head of the department of Chemistry recently deli-
vered the following seminar lectures:a) “The Wonder of Transition Metals”

(two lectures) at Ravenshaw College, Cuttack on June 8 and 9, under the
auspices of the Summer Institute of Chemistry for college teachers;



32 AUGUST 1969

b) “Complexcs of some Non-transition Elements” at Jadavpur University on
June 28, under the auspices of PL —480 Research Project. It may be mentioned
that Dr. De is Consultant to the PL —480 Research Project, Carbohydrate
Laboratory at Jadavpur University.

°

The Department of Physical Education and Recreation started a two month!
Coaching course in Football under Sj Achyut Banerjee deputed by the West
Bengal Council of Sports from the 16th July last. Training is being imparted
to a selected group of 40 senior and 20 junior boys for a couple of hours
every afternoon. The coaching under expert guidance will, we feel sure, go a
long way to imnrove the stanlard of Football in Visva-Bharati. OQOur thanks
are due to the W. B. C. S. and its Sceretary Sj. U. N. Roy for all the assistance

rendered.
°

A party of 13 foreign students and teachers from several countries c¢f Europe
paid a day’s visit to Santiniketan on July 19 last. They were members of a
voluntary organisation, Experiment in Internanational Living in India. Our
students met these visitors from abroad at a pleasant cultural function in the
evening arranged in honour of them.

°

As is well known, the Calcutta station of All India Radio broadcasts
two programmes of Visva-Bharati every month. One of these is a general
programme and the other a rural one exclusive to Sriniketan. The topic of
the general programme broadcast on the 28th July last was Rabindranather
Swadesh Chinta. The rural programme that came on the air on July 30
was concerning the Teachers' Training Institute at Sriniketan. For the benefit
of those who are interested in the Visva-Bharati broadcasts, we give below
the schedule for the next two months :
August 25, 9-30 p.m.—General : Rabindranather Pratichya Parikrama.
August 27, 6-30 p.m.—Rural : Ajkalkar Chas-bas.
September 24, 6-30 p.m. —Rural  : Satyapirer Panchali.
September 29, 9-30 p.m,—General : Visva-Bharatite Rabindra Charcha.

°

We offer a cordial welcome to the following members of the staff who have
recently joined Visva-Bharati :

Sri Somnath Hore, Adhyhpaka in Graphic Arts, Kala-Bhavana
Sri Sarbari Roy Chaudhuri, Adhyapaka in Sculpture, Kala-Bhavana
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Sm. Ruchira Bandyopadhyay, Research Scholar in Ancient Indian History
and Culture

Sti Pradyot Kumar Chakravarty, Junior Compositor, Santiniketan Press

Khirode Baran Roy, Junior Compositor, Santiniketan Press

Sri Premal Rai, Temporary Peon in the Farm Management Scheme

(Hooghly), Santiniketan
°

Under the Gandhi Centeuary Programme of Palli Samgathana Vibhaga a clean-
up and beautification project was gone through at Mahisdal Santhalpara on
July 7 last. 150 villagers actively participated in the Sramadan, A similar
programme was undertaken by the inhabitants of Rayerpukur Santalpara on
July 9 under the guidance of local workers of the Village Fxtension Section.
The villagers of Monedanga Santalpara constructed a mud-house for the adult-
education centre there by donating voluntary labour.

A ten month Job Course in Family and Child Welfare for Gram Sevika,
Griha Sevika and Bal Sevikas commenced at the F &C.W.T. Centre, Srini-
ketan on July 15, along with a three month orientation course for nine Gram
Sevikas from Assam The statewise distribution of trainees for the Job Coarse
is as follows :

West Bengal — 34
Tripura —_ 2
Manipur — 4
Garo Hills — 2
Assam — 22

Total : 64

The valedictory function of the two month Refresher Training course for
Gram Sevikas of West Bengal was held at the H. E. T. Centre on July4.
Sri J. C. Bhattacharya, Asst. Development Commissioner, Govt. of W. Bengal
presided and Sm. Anu Mukherjee, Special Officer ( Women's Programme )
was present at the function as chief guest.

Hala Karshana or the Ploughing Ceremony was celebrated on the Mela ground
of Sriniketan on the 9th. morning. There was a Vaitalik early in the
morning. The Chief Guest of this year's ceremony was Dr. Kanailal Bhatta-
charya, Minister of Agriculture, West Bengal. At the start of the function a
procession of farmers in gay yellow turban together with students and teachers
of the Palli Siksha Sadana came singing the song “f%q 579 qB7 Bt Vedic
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hymns were chanted and a passage from Gurudeva explaining the significance
of the plough in the evolution of civilisation, was read out. The Upacharya
welcomed the guest-in-chief and spoke briefly of the role of Sriniketan and
especially of the Palli Siksha Sadana in carrying out research and imparting
training to the youth in improved methods of agriculture in order that the
courtry might grow into a land of plenty within the shortest possible time.
Dr. Kanailal Bhattacharya in his address spoke of the resolve of his government
to make all efforts so that the tillers of the soil might enjoy the fruits of their
labour. The driving of the plough was ceremonially performed by Sri Barid
Baran Pal, a progressive farmer of Srirampur, a neighbouring village.

A festival match was arranged in the afternoon between Shyampahari
R. K. Mission School and Visva-Bharati school team in which the visitors
won by one goal to nil.

The annual session of Rabindra Saptaha commenced from the 8th of August
last.

Weather Report for the Month of July 1969 :
( Sferics Observatory, Srintketan )

Max. Temperature ... 35.8C—on July 3

Min. Temperature ... 25.0°C—on July 18
Max. Humidity . 99 —on July4
Min, Humidity ... 587 —on July3
Heaviest Rainfall ... 40.5 mms on July 17
Total Rainfall ... 178.1 mms

Any other phenomenon—noted, moderate earthquake shock on July 21 at 08-05
minutes 1. S. T.

Our cover-page photograph in this issue shows Gurudeva at the Tree Planting
ceremony—probably the first of its kind—held at Uttarayana on his 64th
birth anniversary. The saplings planted were the Panchavati e. g. Asvathva,
Bata,Vilva., Asoka and Amalaki. The song ¥#R®(37 (¥4 Tur's was composed
for this occasion. [Vide : Prabasi—Jaistha, 1332 B. S.]

‘The man behind the plough’ on the back cover is a sketch by Nandalal Bose.
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JASIMUDDIN IN SANTINIKETAN

Jasimuddin’s recent visit to West Bengal must have been a source of a curious
sense of fulfilment for many. That somebody from one part of Bengal should
be permitted to visit the other part for simple love of the latter has been wist-
fully looked upon as a harbinger of all such visits in future. Jasimuddin
is no stranger to Santiniketan and his visit calied forth a wide and lively enthu-
siasm here. It is difficult to find even one reaer who does not have his own
nostalgic memory about ‘SEIGT (17 79 F49 TiASNET @A+ Jasimuddin's
poetry has a certain noble simplicity, intimacy. and serenity instinct with the
purity and innocence of life ir rural Bengal and all this strikes a sympathetic
chord in the wide commonalty of readers. This aspect of Jasimuddin's poetry
was recollected with warm appreciation by Sj. Aslickvijoy Raha and Sj. Upendra
Kumar Das at a reception held at Natyaghar on 18 July. Our Upacharya
presented him a batik scarf and an address on behalf of Visva-Bharati. Sri
Dipak Gupta pointed out how the students looked upon the cultural significance
of this visit of a poet. Jasimuddin in his turn stated that a visit to Santiniketan
had the glow of a reunion with long separated friends. From the time he wasa
postgraduate student he was a frequent visitor to Santiniketan and had num-
erous acquaintances many of which developed into permanent friendships. It
was his life’s mission to go about the villages of Bengal—including of course,
those ot Birbhum—collecting specimens of folk art and deepening his own
acquaintance with folk life.  Santiniketan used to be his rallying place during
those tours amid difficult conditions. In a tone trembling with the inspired
lyricism of a poet pouring forth his genuine feelings, he concluded that nowhere
did his soul experience the restful delight it did in the countrysides of Bengal.
He reminded us that our basic cultural duty lay in revitalising folk life and art
and perpetuating them away from the corrupting influence of an industrial
civilisation.

During hia stay here Jasimuddin went around observing every little thing with
interest and respect. By way of cultivating new friendships he met the students
of Patha-Bhavana at an informal meeting and the story-teller in him established
an immediate communication with children’s hearts. At a prolonged sitting
Srimati Nilima Sen entertained him to songs of Rabindranath the promise of
which especially drew him to Santiniketan. It will not be out of place, we
believe, to recall his authorship of 3‘@?[2{\‘%?{ offed, a testimony to his
association with the family of the Tagores and also of the fact that Abanindra-
nath wrote a preface to A%71#14{3 13, a labour of love for Abanindranath.

Shyamal Kumar Sarkar
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On July 18 in the afternoon the staff and students of Patha-Bhavana
accorded a hearty reception to poet Jasimuddin on the occasion of his visit to
Santiniketan. As he expressed an eagerness to meet the younger students,
particularly of Patha-Bhavana, ‘Sakha-Sangha’ lost no time to exploit the chance.
The reception, though hurriedly arranged, was marked by informality, sponta-
neity and sincerity. An interesting programme of Rabindra songs, dance and
recitation was gone through. Visibly moved, Janab Jasimuddin observed, amidst
thunderous chorus of ‘Sadhu, Sadhu’, that he had never attended before a
reception as delightful and homely as this. He still felt, he told the charmed
audience, with a distinct ring of nostalgia, a deep kinship with this ‘dream in
concrete'—Santiniketan and the Tagore family. He entertained the gathering
by narrating some anecdotes and gave all his blessings to the children.

Jiban Bandyopadhyay

GEDDES PAPERS

After the passing away of Professor Arthur Geddes, Mrs. Geddes, it will be
recalled, very kindly made a gift to the Rabindra-Sadana of the correspondence,
in original, that passed between Gurudeva and Sir Patrick and Arthur Geddes,
together with a number of rare books and documents related to Gurudeva and
Visva-Bharati, as acknowledged in the News for December 1968.

Mrs. Geddes has since forwarded the following further material to the
Rabindra-Sadana through Dr. Chittapriya Mukhopadhyay :

Letters ( in original ) from Gurudeva to Sir Patrick Geddes dated Geneva,
5 May 1921 ; Santiniketan, 9 May 1922 : Santiniketan, 28 December 1922 ;
Santiniketan, 17 January 1923 and 14 February 1923.

Letters ( in original ) from Sir Patrick Geddes to Gurudeva dated Bombay
10 November 1922 ; 15 November 1922 ; 17 May [ ? ]

Letters ( in original ) from Sir Patrick Geddes to Professor Arthur Geddes :

28 February 1923 ; [ May ] 1923

Typed copy of a letter from Sir Patrick Geddes to Professor P. C. Mahala-
nabis dated 26 February 1923.

Letters ( in original ) from Professor Arthur Geddes to Sir Patrick Geddes.

Letters (in original ) from C.F. Andrews to Sir Patrick Geddes dated
Bolpur 20 December 1922 ; a letter without date.
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Letter ( in original ) from Professor P. C. Mahalanobis to Sir Patrick Geddes
Letter from W. W. Pearson to Professor Patrick Geddes.

Visva Bharati Institute of Rural Reconstruction.

Cyclostyled Prospectus: Training Camp and Apprenticeship; A Health
Programme for a Bengal Village.

Prospectus of the Department of Agriculture and Economics, Surul.

Reprints : Patrick Geddes, The Condition and Prospects of Deccan Villages :

Arthur Geddes, “Contributions of the West to World Culture™ ; L. K.
Elmhicst, “The Robbery of the Soil” & “Rural Reconstruction.” Typed copies
of (a) Description of Buildings at Santiniketan (b) “Subhadra” from the
Mahabharata (c) A note by L. K. Elmhirst on Chinese Drama. (d) A note by
Arthur Geddes on Arbitration and Wisdom. (e) A report on Lectures on
Sociology by Arthur Geddes at Santiniketan in 1923.

Ms. notes by Arthur Geddes of an appeal for “Help needed to carry on”
the work of Sriniketan.

Notes on Theatre plan and sketches ; miscellanecus notes,

A sketch plan of Sriniketan, 1923

23 Chapters in English version of Arthur Geddes’ Au Pays de Tagore

Typescripts of essays by Arthur Geddes : “Interaction of the Practical work
of Visva-Bharati and its studies” ; “Surul—The Zeminders™ ; “Thriftless people™;
“Life and Work through the seasons” ; “Dry Farming and irrigation™.

Photographs ( 20 ) of Santiniketan and Sriniketan.

The Rabindra-Sadana is grateful to Dr. Chittapriya Mukhopadhyay for
kindly contacting Mrs. Geddes for these valuable gifts. We take this oppor-
tunity to offer once more, our heartfelt thanks to Mrs. J. Geddes who took
such pains to collect and send to us the papers which will no doubt be an
important acquisition for Tagoreana.

NOTICE

Members of the Visva-Bharati Alumni Association are hereby requested to
please note that the ensuing election of 5 (five) representatives of the said
Association to the Samsad (Court) of the University will be held on 29 Septem-
ber 1969 and not on 12 September 1969 as previously announced.

B. Basu
Santiniketan Registrar
August 11, 1969 Visva-Bharati
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THOUGHT RELIC

As love acts through the medium of freedom, we must freely
surrender ourselves for God’s love to act upon our souls.
Prayer is the active self-surrender of our will to God’s will, to be
guided from the life of self to the life of soul. God waits for
love’s opportunity, and prayer is our invitation to Him.



LETTERS TO GURUDEVA—XXI
C. F. Andrews
Continued from August issue

“45) Delhi
May 23 [1914]
My dear friend,

I waited in order to have the quiet of the early morning alone before
answering your last letter written on your father's birthday. And now, though
my heart is so full, the words I wish to say will not come, and I must grope my
way forward trusting to your interpretation.

The dread of failing you because of my own unworthiness came over me
again. I must tell you this, for you must know me fully. When I was with you
at Bolpur it disappeared and I thought it never would return. But it has.
Some day ‘love when it is perfected will cast out fear’, and I must learn to
conquer this self-centred self-distrust and be willing to trust you wholly with
all my weakness.

My greater fear, however, at this time has been that when your hour of
need should come and suffering should have to be borne, I might try, for very
love's sake, to interpose and save you. I must be on my guard against that.

I want to explain one thing very clearly. I am absurdly anxious always
about the physical health of those I love. I don’t think I shall ever really get
over this and you will have, at times, to be very patient with me and laugh me
out of it. But I do not have the same anxiety in the spiritual sphere There
I recognise fully that suffering is the very breath of life. I should not wish
therefore to save the one I love most from that.

At the same time I feel it to be true that joyless suffering is unfruitful or
rather that spiritual suffering must always find its end in joy. And I am sure
that one of the functions of true friendship is to impart a joy in suffering,—
perhaps even to bring this joy to the birth. Do not mistake my anxiety for
your physical health for an anxiety to save you from mental and spiritual travail
The latter suffering I would share with you, but would not take from you.
Nay, I would try faithfully to do the far harder thing—to leave at such times
your solitude unintruded. I will never give you and opiate under the weak plea
of friendship. Be sure of that.

I am seeing one thing more clearly besides. I must not withold from you,
while calling you friend, a share of my own burdens. I must not shrink back
with the unworthy thought that I shall be only adding to your own. I must
be absolutely simple here and not sophisiticate by saying to myself that
you already-have far too much to bear. I can see, in my best moments, that if
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I can give you my self, my true self, truthfully, even when it cries out in pain,
it will be far more help and strength to you than any sympathy, however deep,
which was not self-revealing.

When the hour comes at last, my dearest friend, and the truth breaks out in
you through suffering, as it surely will, oh ! then may I be brave enough to be
at your side, understanding, seeing, knowing and ( if He give me the great
privilege ) suffering with you, but never, never hindering, weakening, frust-
rating. That has been my prayer this morning.

To turn to my own life. I can see now so clearly how overburdened it has
been with activities and impetuosities in this volume whichI am now closing.
It is with a sigh of relief that I am turning over these its last pages. I will send
you Mr. Gandhi's letter. You will see how faithfully he has judged me and
I think you also would agree. [ The ‘Three’ he mentions are you, Mahatmaji
and Mr. Rudra. ]

And now I can see my way to reach you on the 1st of June. Ajit will have
had a good change and holiday. My knee will be better, and I shall have
closed and completed everything here. I need hardly tell you how I shall
count the hours till then !

And when I come, I shall be laziness itself !

Your most loving friend
Charlie.

Sketch : Binodebehari Mukhopadhyay



JAGADANANDA RAY BIRTH CENTENARY

On September 18, 1869 was born Jagadananda Ray, trusted lieutenant of
Gurudeva in the pioneering days of Santiniketan. He was here from the very
inception of the Bramhacharya Vidyalaya and shouldered heavy responsibilities
of the growing institution through many a vicissitude. No wonder, the story
of this remarkable man has passed into legend, as will be evident from a few
tributes appearing in our present issue.

We approached Sj. Sudhiranjan Das, a most distinguished alumnus of the old
Bramhacharya Vidyalaya for his reminiscences of Jagadananda Ray. Our
revered Goswamiji who had known him as a colleague dictated from his sick-
bed at our request, a message recalling his association with Jagadananda Babu.
We also requested Sj Niranjan Sarkar, a latter day pupil to write for us a brief
life-sketch of the celebrated teacher. All of them have gladly joined in paying
homage to the Arnold of Santiniketan on the occasion of his birth-centenary.

A pastel portrait of Jagadananda Ray by Abanindranath Tagore forms
the cover-picture of the News this month. The facsimile of a letter from
Gurudeva to Jagadanda Ray is reproduced inside. The letter is of critical
import bearing upon a Circular issued by the Director of Public Instruc-
tion, East Bengal and Assam in which the Brahmacharya Vidyalaya at
Santiniketan was. condemned as ‘‘altogether unsuitable for the education of
the sons of Government servants” (See the Modern Review for February,
1912). Sensing the disquieting effect of the Circular on a section of
the guardians, Gurudeva wrote to Jagadananda Babu who was then
Sarvadhakshya of the school, a letter which when translated would read
as follows, "I have started correspondence with the Viceroy with regard to
the Circular. I have to wait for a day or two for the outcome of it. It will
not be possible for me to go on Monday tomorrow. Some communication is
expected the day after. I may be reaching there (Santiniketan) on Wednesday
evening. Do write to the guardians reassuring them. I am not going to give up
without seeing the matter through. Life in Calcutta is intolerable, but there is
‘no help.”

On the reverse of the plate there is a reproduction of a bust of Jagadananda
Ray executed by Sj. Prabhatmohan Bandyopadhyay in the late twenties. The
bust as well as Abanindranath’'s portrait is in the collection of Kala-Bhavana.
We thank Sj. S. K. David of Kala-Bhavana for photographic reproduction of
the two.

Below the bust is seen Jagadananda Babu in his class at Madhavi Kunja, his
wonted seat of work.
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A letter om Gurudav to Jigadwanda Ruy



Jagadananda Ray in his class at Madhabi Kunja



MASTER MASHAI JAGADANANDA ROY

Sudhi Ranjan Das

It was my great good fortune to have had the opportunity of receiving the
greater part of my school education in the Brahmacharyashrama established
by Gurudeva at Santiniketan Ashrama founded by his venerable father Maharshi
Devendra Nath Tagore. It was towards the end of 1904 or the beginning
of 1905 when I was a lad of about 10 years of age that I was admitted as
a student of the Brahmacharyashrama. With a break of about a year, I was
a student there for about 6 years.

One of the several features of our Brahmacharyashrama that very vividly
stand out in my memory is the character and quality of our revered teachers
of those days. Inspired by the idealism of Gurudeva those teachers had taken
up the work of teaching as a mission of their lives. My mind is filled up
with a sense of reverence and gratitude when I think of those dedicated souls.
Their example enables me to appreciate what a true Guru is.

One of such Gurus was our revered Acharaya Jagadananda Roy whose
birth centenary we are now celebrating. Like revered Acharya Haricharan
Bandyopadhyaya, Jagadananda Babu was an employee in the Zemindari
Sheresta of the Tagores of Jorasanko. When Gurudeva was looking
after his ancestral Zemindari properties he came into close contact with Hari
Babu and Jagadananda Babu and being rather well impressed with their
way of teaching Sanskrit and Mathematics as tutors of his son Rathindra
nath, Gurudeva invited them to come and join the Brahmacharyashrama
at Santiniketan which they eventually did. Both Hari Babu and Jagadananda
Babu, continued to address Gurudeva as Babu Mashai.

Jagadananda Babu was a person of quite a dark complexion. When I
joined the Brahmacharyashrama, Jagadananda Babu—then a widower—used
to live with his son and daughters in a thatched cottage built just outside the
main southern gate of the Ashrama. He was a person of very simple habits
and had very few needs. In the evenings he used to take a stroll over the
adjacent fields, smoking a black Burma cheroot, with a good bit of his heels
protruding well out of his worn leather slippers with the front portion
upturned and dangling the end of his dhoti round his neck like a scarf.

Jagadananda Babu used to teach us mathematics in the morning, his class
being held under the arch of the southern gate crowned with a Madhabi creeper
which is as old as, if not a little older than, myself. Jagadananda Babu's
son, Trigunananda, was our classmate and he was addressed by us as Patalda.
I donot know even today whether Jagadananda Babu had a degree of the
Calcutta University. Degree or no degree, his way of teaching his subject was
superb as well as interesting. We could follow his method and reasoning without
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any effort and we did not find it irksome to work out all the sums and problems
set forth in Gaurisankar Dey’s Arithmetic & K. P. Basu's Algebra and our
text book in Geometry. In the afternoon Jagadananda Babu used to hold
his classes in the laboratory room which was then the westernmost room
of the old library building which was then one storeyed. He used to give
us rudimentary instructions in Physics and Chemistry. The science classes
of Jagadananda Babu were most interesting and fascinating and we used to
see the practical demonstrations carried out by him with rapt attention,
There was also arrangement for teaching Physiology. These rudimentary
lessons and practical experiments certainly roused curiosity in our minds about
natural phenomena of life, as was the object of Gurudeva that they should do.
His Highness the then Maharaja of Tipperah had presented a huge telescope
to the school and Jagadananda Babu taught us to study the surface of the
moon, the planets and the comets with the help of numerous charts and that
telescope.

In our time there was no pressure of laborious home work and all study had
to be done in the classes. After the evening prayer there used to be
arrangements for entertainment. Those of us who could sing used to go to
the music classes held by Dinendra Nath Tagore and Ajit Kumar Chakra-
varti by turns, The rest of the boys were kept engaged by our Master
Mashais who wused to tell us most intersting stories. Even Gurudeva
used toread to us short stories written by him. I remember how
raptly we heard the story of “Guptadhan”. Of the stories told by the
teachers those told by Jagadananda Babu were the most instructive in
their contents and interesting in the mode of story telling. A story was
then being published serially in, I think, the Strand Magazine about three
friends getting into a huge shell well stuffed with food for several years and
being fired by a giant cannon and flying at a terrific speed towards the planet,
Mars. Jagadananda Babu once a week used to tell us the story of that hair-
raising adventure in Bengali. In the course of hearing that story we learnt,
without our knowing it, the details about the distance between the Earth and
Mars, where the gravitational force of the Earth ceases to operate. We could,
with those three friends looking out of the window hole, see the defferent stars,
planets and other celestial bodies flying past at breakneck speed. That story
had so excited our imagination that we used to look forward to the next
instalment of it next week. What was then, to our juvenile imagination a
veritable fantasy, has, lo and behold, become a reality and three astronauts
have actually set foot on the Moon! The stories that Jagadananda Babu used
to tell us were later on collected and published in book forms under different
titles e.g. ¢ Graha-Nakshatra”, “Keet Patanga” or “Poka Makar"” and the like.
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In those days as now the students used to get up dramatic shows, mostly on
the eve of the vacations. Gurudeva used to write plays for us to stage them.
He used to attend the rehearsals in person and direct us in the art of acting,
When the play was staged Gurudeva himself used to help in the make up of
the players. On many occasions Master Mashais used also to take part
in those plays. Idistinctly remember the staging of Sarodatsava immediately
after I had joined the Brahmacharyasrama. I was included in the group of
dancing and singing boys. Kshitimohan Babu took thc part of the Sanyasi,
Ajit Babu assumed the role of Thakurda and Jagadananda Babu that of
Laksheswar. When fixing in his car the reed pen with which he used to
write his account” book, Laksheswar appeared from behind the wings chasing
the frolicing boys and ordering the imaginary Choubeys and Giridharilals to
apprehend the culprit boys who were disturbing the peace of his compound,
the entire audience burst out laughing which lasted over a minute. Later on,
when Laksheswar came back to the Sanyasi and told him that it would not be
possible for him, Laksheswar, to become a disciple of the Sanyasi, Jagadananda
Babu's facial expression was so pathetically ludicrous that the audience was
simply overwhelmed. Finally when holding fast the receptacle containing his
Gajamoti very close to his heart Laksheswar left the stage, nervously looking
to his right and to his left, that exit was so realistic that I have not forgotten it
even now. I also remember having seen Jagadananda Babu acting the part of
Ramchandra in the wellknown play known as “Prayaschitta” got up by our
Master Mashais. The Darbar Scene of Ramchandra was a sight for the gods.
There was gorgeous carpets spread over the floor, the courtiers were in glittering
dresses and the musicians were singing classical music. It was a treat to see
Jagadananda Babu, as Ramchandra, beating wrong times and shouting words
of approbation at wrong places of music. It took a lot of rehearsals for Jagada-
nanda Babu to master the art of beating wrong times, for he was well-versed
in tdlas,

Jagadananda Babu's solicitude for his pupils was unbounded and sincere,
Once as the “Sarbadhyaksha” he had to inflict a punishment on one of us who
had heen found guilty by the “Bichar Sabha”—the tribunal consisting of the
Captains elected by the students. There was no practice of caning or inflicting
other forms of physical chastisement. Jagadananda Babu, determined that
the offending pupil must be deprived of his midday meal and the afternoon
tiffin. It was heavy punishment to inflict on a lad in his early teens buta
sense of duty compelled Jagadananda Babu to prescribe that kind of punis h-
ment. We could, however see that Jagadananda Babu's countenance was
dark with sorrow and pity for the erring student and it was evident that
he was inwardly sharing the tribulations of that boy. Later on we learnt that
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Jagadananda Babu had virtually shared the punishment by depriving himself
of his midday meal and afternoon refresbment. Such was his instinctive love
and affection for the young lads placed under his care and protection, miles
away from their hearths and homes.

We were then preparing for taking the matriculation examination of the
year 1911. Jagadananda Babu suggested to Gurudeva that the boys of the
top class should not be allowed to go home during the summer vacation, 1910
but that arrangements should be made for their stay in the Ashrama and
taking extra lessons from him in all the three branches of Mathematics.
There was no question of any remuneration for this voluntary labour.
So we stayed on at Dehali where we were residing and went on taking lessons
from Jagadananda Babu regularly every morning and evening.

Now, it so happened that during the summer of 1910 when we, the students
of the Matriculation class, were staying on there during the vacation, neither
Dinu Babu nor Ajit Babu was in residence in Santiniketan. All the boys who
had a reputation for singing were away during the vacation. Of all the students
of the Matriculation class I was the only one who could then sing tolerably.
So occasionally I was called by Gurudeva in the evening to learn from him direct
the song that had been composed earlier in the day. When we would assemble
at Jagadananda Babu's cottage after our evening prayers and start taking
lessons from him and solving some intricate mathematical problems, we
could see a lantern coming from the big two storied house where Gurudeva was
then residing, and Gurudeva's bearer Umacharan would with some hesitation
and humility announce that Babu Mashai had sent him to fetch Sudhiranjan
Dada Babu. It is needless to say that in our own interest Jagadananda Babu
did not like this kind of interruption, but there was no way out, for
Gurudeva’s request could not be unceremoniously brushed aside or rejected.
So Jagadananda Babu reluctantly used to allow me to leave the class and
accompany Umacharan and I, on my part, would get up and follow Umacharan
as if I were not relishing the interruption of my studies at all, which to
speak the truth, was not the fact. When this kind of interruption became
more and more frequent and regular Jagadananda Babu's patience was sorely
tried and when Umacharan’s lantern could be seen at a distance Jagadananda
Babu could not contain himself and addressing me, blurted out—"Well, you are,
I see, already on one leg! You better go and leave others to work in peace.
lam gbing to tell Babu Mashai that I would not be responsible for your success
in the examination. I can clearly visualise that you will miserably fail in the
examination and thereby ruin my reputation also. Now get upandgo.” I did not
comply with the aforesaid behest but kept on sitting and went on assiduously
drawing a geometrical diagram. Jagadananda Babu looked at me and said
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“Well, why are you not going ?" I assumed an innocent expression and said
with humility “No Sir, Idon't want to come down in the examination. I don't
want to learn a song at the risk of getting plucked in the examination.” Needless
to say Jagadananda Babu was not deceived by my naivety and adminis-
tered a still stronger rebuke to me and said, “Enough of this play-acting ! Since
when have you become so fond of your studies? If you were so genuinely
interested in your work your .parents would not have deported you from your
home twice over. Goodness me, what a studious boy ! Now, get up and be
gone.” Ikepton drawing the diagram. Jagadananda Babu evidently realised
that the matter was fast deteriorating and so a peace overture was called for.
So when IUmacharan arrived on the scene with his serene countenance,
Jagadananda Babu said—"Well, Sudhiranjan, you better hurry up: don't you
see Babu Mashai is waiting for you ? As regards that problem that you are
working on, you may come to me a little early to-morrow and 1 shall help you.”
I also felt that discretion was the better part of valour and got up and
followed Umacharan, as if I was making a great sacrifice! I could hear
over my shoulders the concluding remark of Jagadananda Babu—"Goodness me,
what a lad !I” But there was no further complication after this, for I used to
make up my tasks by working overtime.

In those days we had to go to Suri, first to take a test examination and
then, to take the university examination at the Government High School
centre there as private candidates. Jagadananda Babu accompanied us on both
the occasions and as far as I can now recollect Nepal Babu also came with us
when we went to Suri in the last week of February to give a finishing touch
to our English composition and grammar. We used to have regular coaching
from Jagadananda Babu and Nepal Babu right upto the evening of the 3lst
March 1911,

The results were out sometime in June 1911. All of us had successfully
passed the Matriculation examination. We could feel that a cent per cent
success brought credit, not only to ourselves but also to our teachers. I got my
marksheet, and was happy to find that the marks secured by me were faizly
good. I still remember that in the compulsory Mathematics paper I scored 99 out
of 100 and in the additional paper 88 out of 100. There was then no college at
Santiniketan and so perforce we had to seek admission into colleges in Calcutta
or elsewhere. I got admission to the Scottish Churches College.

Before the classes in the college started I went to Santiniketan to pay
my respects to revered Gurudeva and our respected teachers. It so happened
that the first teacher I met on my arrival at Santiniketan was Jagadananda
Babu who was out on his evening stroll. As soon as I bent over to touch his
feet he moved back a step or two and exclaimed “Goodness me, he has
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come again " I said quite enthusiastically ‘‘Mashai, I have passed and joined
the Scottish Churches College.” I could see a benevolent smile at the corner
of his twinkling eyes, the silent quivering of his nostrils. But outwardly
Jagadananda Babu even then tried to maintain an attitude of indifference and
remarked —*Thank God, you have passed, for otherwise you would have bothered
us for another year.” I said, “Not only passed, Mashai. but see the high
marks I have got.” I flourished the marksheet before him and Jagadananda
Babu in his eagerness snatched it from my hands and began glancing through
it. Again that silent smile appeared in his face—that twinkling of his eyes,
the quivering of his nostrils and the quick breathing inflating and deflating
his ample belly. At long last Master Mashai said—"If there had*not been
those unfortunate interruptions during the summer even that single mark
would not have been lost | Well, all's well that ends well.” Such was the stuff
Jagadananda Babu was made of.

Our revered Gurudeva and his devoted band of co-workers who had
dedicated their lives to the service of our Ashrama have passed away one by
one after fulfilling their mission. They have left behind them the fragrant
aroma of their pure and dedicated lives which still permeates the atmosphere of
the Ashrama. At the fag end of my fairly long life I am happy to acknowledge
my deep debt of gratitude to all of them. We are now celebrating the birth
centenary of one of those Gurus—Shreejut Jagadananda Roy of hallowed
memory. I avail myself with alacrity of this privilige of recording my
gratitude and paying my humble and sincere tribute to my Master Mashai
Jagadananda Roy. A

JAGADANANDA ROY
Nityanandabinode Goswami

Age and ill health have brought me to such a pass that it is quite beyond my
powers today to hunt up fragments of old memories. All the events have lost
their dimensions in time. So there may be many imperfections in what I say
but I do not think that I talk about anything imaginary.

Here I discuss late Jagadananda Roy. Santiniketan, no doubt, is a creation
of Gurudeva Rabindranath. Yetit is certain that the present Santiniketan
would not have taken shapz but for the coop:ration of his sympathetic
colleagues., The centenaty of Jagadananlababu is ahead. On this occasion
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I offer him the flowers of my imperfect memories only to feel their purifying
influence.

The memory of my first days in Santiniketan is blurred today. Only a
few images linger as of a dream dreamt long before. Jagadanandababu belonged
to my part of the country. His village was six miles away from my birth place.
The Maharajas of Krishnanagar were his relaticns. I do not know exactly how
he came to work in the estate of Rabindranath. I saw him and got to know him
here and I was a little surprised to see two contradictory qualities in him.
He was a very sober person and at the same time he was a very jolly man.
Most of the time he worked as the principal {superintendent) at Santiniketan.
During that period he never could tolerate any breach of discipline. The
students and the teachers alike were afraid of his sternness and even Gurudeva
hheld him in special regard.

He was through and through a man of action. He was equally an expert
in playing on musical instruments and in dramatics. We were greatly impressed
when we saw him in the role of Laksheswara in Saradotsava. Only very few
people could act so spontaneously and naturally at the time. It seemed as if
the character of Lakshewara was created after him. We still have here among
us some who had seen his acting. We had a small jatra party. He used to
play the violin in it. He wore a flowing robe, hung round his neck medals
won in football matches and acted in the chorus of the jatra. Sometimes
he would poke the singers with the bow of his violin. Gurudeva used to enjoy
it and laugh. On the one hand he was fond of fun, on the other he was a
strict teacher. The students were mortally afraid of him. We too were
afraid and never approached too near him. The day they received the news
that Gurudeva had been awarded the Nobel Prize, the boys went wild with joy.
For three or four days they broke all rules of the ashrama and went about the
place in gay abandon. The story goes that the boys made Jagadanandababu
sit on a spring cot, took him round singing and dancing and then threw him
and the cot in the bandh ( reservoir ). He was not offended at it.

As soon as the bell was gone for going to bed, every student had to lie down
in his bed in the dormitory. Every night exactly at 9.30 Jagadanandababu
would come out of his house smoking a cigar and enter every domitory to
check if every body was in or not. If any one was not in, he was punished
the next day according to rules. The light of his cigar warned the boys from
a distance. Once due to carelessness two boys failed to get inside the dormitory
in time, that is, they had failed to spot the light of his cigar. But he was
already within eight yards of the place. These two boys rushed into the
dormitory through the back door, lay in their beds and covered themselves
with wrappers. Jagadanandababu entered the dormitory, inspected all the



58 VISVABHARATI NEWS

beds and then came to one of these boys agd said, “Get up, I say! This is
sleep indeed ! you are sleeping and gasping.” Then he made them kneel down
on their beds.

Science is taught in Bengal today and it is increasingly considered important.
I believe that Jagadananda Roy was the first to sow the seeds of scientific
discussion in Bengali language. Though Akshoy Datta had already written on
Physics and Biology in Bengali, his books were never so popular with the
boys as were the books by Jagadananda Roy. After I read his book Graha
Nabshatra ( Planets and Stars ), I was drawn to him. This created my interest
in astronomy and I came to know the subject to some extent.

Now let me tell you about the other aspect of his personality. Once
Jagadanandababu punished the students. The boys resented it and refused
their lunch. Woe failed to persuade them to have their meal. They remained
adamant. At about 2.30 or 3'in the afternoon we went to Jagadanandababu's
place to decide what to do. We found him sitting silently. He had not
bathed nor taken his meal till then. We said, “You are an old man and a
patient of high blood pressure. Please eat something. We shall see about the
boys.” With tears in his eyes he said, “What do you say ! How can I eat when
those youngsters are fasting ? I shall eat when the boys do.” With great
difficulty the boys could be persuaded to eat at 8 o’clock in the evening.
When Jagadanandababu was informed of this, he had his bath and meal after 8.
His concern for the students was unusual. Many of his students are still alive.
They know his heart.

We cannot leave out of consideration any of the colleagues or companions
who helped Rabindranath to build up Santiniketan. Among them were Shastri-
masay, Jagadanandababu, Nepalbabu, Kshitimohanbabu, Kalimohanbabu and
others. Satish Chandra Roy, Reba Chand, Mohit Kumar Sen and Ajit Kumar
Chakravorty came even earlier. I did not see them myself but I remember
them on this occasion. They were the wheels to the chariot that was Santi-
niketan. The story of this place remains incomplete if we leave out any one of
them. And1I thank those boys and girls who have come forward to discuss
the life of Jagadananda Roy in his centenary year.

I have seen quite a few centenary celebrations. I did not quite like all of
them. I think that if the educated people of Bengal take the trouble to publish
the collected scientific writings of Jagadananda Roy in cheap editions, all of
India will see what a pioneer he had been in his field.

Translated by Santa Bhattacharyya



JAGADANANDA ROY
Niranjan Sarkar

Bengalees generally know Jagadananda Roy as a writer of scientific themes.
During the first three decades of the present century it was he who chiefly
ushered Bengalee children and non-scientific common folk into the magnificent
hall of science. But few know fully what significant role he played, over a long
period, in the eventful life of Brahmavidyalaya, Tagore's school at Santiniketan,
from its very birth to its evolution as Visva-Bharati, the centre of international
fellowship.

Jagadananda was born a hundred years ago, on the third day of Aswin,
1276 B. S. at the Roypara area of Krishnanagore town. His father, Abhaya-
nanda Roy was a scion of a zamindar family. One of his forefathers, Chandra-
sekhar Mukherjee. was married to Jagneswari Devi, sister of the illustrious
Mabharaja Krishnachandra of Nadia. Jagadananda was educated at Krishnanagore
and he sat for his B. A. examination in 1892 as a candidate from the Krishna-
nagore College. While still a student, at the age of twentytwo, he started
writing essays in Bengali on scientific themes and publish them in different
periodicals. He used to publish such essays in Sadhana also, which led to his
acquaintance with Rabindranath Tagore, the editor of the periodical.

Jagadananda was much worried owing to a family disaster when he first met
Rabindranath. His father had passed away recently. Abhayananda was a
kindhearted hospitable man, and a spendthrift. When he died, Abhayananda
left behind him only a large family. To Jagadananda, the eldest son of his
father, the financial problem became most acute. So he accepted a minor
teaching post in a missionary school at Goari, a locality of Krishnanagore. But
this did not solve the financial problems of the family. Rabindranath writes,
‘When at last I met Jagadananda, he was in financial distress and in ill health.
I was then at Shelidah managing our estate, Intending to help him, I offered
him a post in the zamindary staff.

But Rabindranath soon realised that the Zamindari estate was not the proper
place for Jagadananda to work at, So he asked him to teach in his spare time
at the family school which he had established at Shelidah for the education of
his children. And when he gave up his permanent residence at Shelidah to
establish a residential school at Santiniketan, Rabindranath invited Jagadananda
to join his proposed school as a teacher.

Wheén Jagadananda first came to Santiniketan in July, 1901, the school had
not been formally established yet. One student only, the poet’s son Rathindra-
nath, had arrived. And one other teacher of the Shelidah home school, Shiv-
dhan Vidyarnava, had come some days before Jagadananda's arrival. Jagada-
nanda writes in his memoir in 1926 : ‘when we came to Santiniketan the only
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buildings that existed were the present two-storied guest house and the build-
ing where the post-office now is. On the south there was the middle hall of
the present library building with two small side-rooms....... We were both
accommodated, on our arrival here, in the small western side-room of the
present library building. At that period we had not much teaching to do. I
taught Rathindranath mathematics for sometime during the day, and at night
the short treatise on science by Huxley which was then the recommended text-
book for the Entrance Examination. Vidyarnava taught him Sanskrit. The
responsibility of teaching the rest of the subjects did not rest with us. Guru-
deva taught those subjects himself.’

On twentysecond December, 1901, the Brahmavidyalaya was formally
established with five students at the initiation ceremony. Jagadananda was
present at the ceremony. The bond thus establised with the school at its very
birth was never to slacken, even momentarily, during Jagadananda’s lifetime.

Jagadananda taught science and mathematics at the Brahmavidyalaya.
Science was his love. In his essay, ‘Journey to Venus he writes, ‘From my
boyhood days I have enjoyed studying and investigating scientific phenomena.
For this purpose I secured, after considerable effort, some books on science and,
from a shop trading in secondhand objects, a few scientific instruments as well.
A broken, hand telescope with fungus infected lenses, a small aneroid baro-
meter and thermometers were thc means of my scientific investigations.
Besides, I had collected an electric bell without any wire, several glass tubes,
one incandescent electric bulb with a hole in it, a bunsen cell and a few yards
of insulated wire etc. With fhe collaboration of a science-loving friend, my
leisure hours were spent pleasurably.” One of Jagadananda's brothers informs
us that even in his teens he used to keep many kinds of animals and insects
in cages in a room at his house to observe their behaviour.

In his school Rabindranath put much emphasis on nature study and science.
The open countryside at Santiniketan provided full scope for nature study.
Pupils of the Vidyalaya evinced great enthusiasm for nature study in those early
days, and Jagadananda was their source of inspiration as well as the organiser of
their activities.

What is remarkable, however, is the fact that at the opening of this century,
when the great majority of our colleges even lacked properly equipped labora-
tories for the teaching of the sciences, Rabindranath provided one for his school
at Santiniketan. In his book, f*¥¥f% Rathindranath gives a vivid description
of the teaching of his science master. He says,

“We liked it best when Jagadananda babu taught us Science. The Maharaja

of Tripura had presented some laboratory equipments to father for the

institution, after the Agartala College was abolished. These were kept
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careﬁ_ﬂly in one of the s.rnall rooms of Adi-Kutir. Jagadanandababu had an
amazing knack of explaining scientific details in an interesting story-telling
manner. Then when he conducted euperiments with the help of these
equipments, we gazed on with fascination—our attention gripped.
We asked question upon question. No matter how irrelevant out
curiosity, not once did his face betray any sign of annoyance.
He always answered us with a smiling face. On hearing that
a gentleman in Hooghly had made a telescope all by himself, my father
bought a 3" telescope from him for 300 rupees. This he gave to Jagadananda-
babu. The telescope became a plaything in his hands. With the approach
of night he would sit with his eyes fixed on the telescope. If he happened
to spot a planet in the dark sky he would immediately call us to show us his
discovery.”

The poet reveals the spirit of Jagadananda's science teaching when he
observes, ‘He laid bare his entire storehouse of science before his students,
although its contents did not form part of their prescribed syllabus’ _

For an account of Jagadananda's mathematics teaching let us again fall back
upon Rabindranath. He writes; ‘If any student in his class was even slightly
backward in methematics and, as a consequence, failed his examination, he was
deeply hurt.” Jagadananda did not accept the common belief that the world of
mathematics was not for all to penetrate. No boy escaped his attention in the
class. He would try to get all the sums done even by his weaker pupils. If
this was not possible within class hours, he would call for them during their
spare time and try to help them.

Jagadananda spared no pains to maintain a high standand in education.
From his pupils too he would demand full attention, and hard labour. Any
activity which interfered with the boys' studies annoyed him. He would
expect from those having aptitude for the subject, progress commensurate
with their ability,

The first impression that Jagadananda's stern appearance produced in the
mind of any new entrant has been vividly described by one of thc former
pupils, He writes, ‘The hawk-nose, thick glasses, slightly pressed lips,
frowning eye-brows, and the sitting posture with an woollen shawl, thick as a
rug, wrapped over his body—all these helped to produce an emotion of mortal
fear in the boyish heart. This fear of the master I could never completely
shake off as long as I lived at Santiniketan. But evidences of his love that
gradually unfolded betore us, transtormed this earlier fear into deep reverence
in no time. A peculiar bond was forged with him, which was an amalgam of
love and awe.! Rabindranath aptly sums up his relation with his students in
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the following lines—*'Jagadananda was a companion, a friend to the boys. But
he was also their teacher and leader at the same time.’

Besides teaching, Jagadananda was associated with the administration of
the school almost from the very beginning. After several experiments
Rabindranath gave a new shape to the administrative set-up of his school
in 1910. For this purpose the post of Sarvadhyaksha was created and Jagada-
nanda was elected the first Sarvadhakshya by the teachers’ council. He
was responsible for the genetal supervision of the academic work of the school
over and above, is normal teaching duties. But he did not receive any addi-
tional renumeration for this extra work. Rabindranath himself bears testimony
to the efficiency and devotion with which he discharged his duties. In March
1912, on the eve of his proposed journey to Europe, Rabindranath in a letter
to Jagadananda, writes—"Perhaps some of your teachers will come to see me
off on the boat. But you being the helmsman, it may not be possible for you to
abandon your boat of the school and come. So I bid you farewell from the
distance. May the school continue to prosper under your rule, There is no
slackness in your government, yet it is disliked neither by the young, nor the
old. Even Mr... .. of Ranaghat has expressed his joy at your coronation’ Soon
after he writes from America, ‘I have a request to make to your teachers’
council. Let them elect you Sarvadhyaksha for the next year also. My proposal
is that the duration of this office be at least for three years ; for it takes a year
even to bring the machinery under one’s control. Every one will admit that
the work has been going on very well at your hand.

After the inauguration of Visva-Bharati administration was again re-orga-
nised and a new authority, the Santiniketan Samiti, was set up. The post of
Santiniketan Sachiva, the administrative head of Santiniketan, was created.
The task of getting this new arrangement going also devloved upon Jagada-
nanda. He was elected the first Santiniketan Sachiva in 1923, And he wasa
member of the Samiti till the day of his retirement.

In fact, whenever some new ground had to be broken, or a new scheme
tried, Jagadananda was the man chiefly entrusted with the task of organising
and systematising. So when the office of the Karma-Sachiva was created to
take overall charge of administration of all the institutions at Santiniketan,
Sriniketan and Calcutta, maintained by the Visva-Bharati Society, Jagadananda
became the first incumbent of this new office.

The citizens of Lincoln had presented a printing press to Rabindranath for
the use of the boys of the Brahmavidyalaya when he visited America in 1916.
It was installed at Santiniketan in 1918, Jagadananda was closely associated
with the management of the press from the very beginning. And he was its
printer till his death.
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At a time the desire of publishing a small journal from Santiniketan arose in
Rabindrananth’s mind. The first issue of this journal ‘Santiniketan’ contained
the following statement of objects: ‘Whatever we may say in this journal will
be said only to the students and friends of our Asram. ......... our talk will be
the talk of intimates’. With this object in view the circulation of the journal was
at first limited to the small circle of present students and members of the staff
former students and teachers, friends and well-wishers of the school. Again
Jagadananda was put at the helm of this new venture as editor of the journal.
In the second year the aims and objects of the journal were extended and
“Santiniketan’, was made the organ of Visva-Bharati. Jagadananda, was
appointed joint-editor of the enlarged journal with Vidhusekhar Sastri.

Let us now describe his activities in another field. The Palli-Samgathan
Vibhaga of Visva-Bharati was inaugurated at Surul in 1922, to try out
Rabindranath's scheme of rural reconstruction, the idea of which he had
been p;ropagating since the Swadeshi days. When workers of this vibhaga went
to the villages, they found that the one all-pervading obstacle to all efforts in
this direction was the heavy indebtedness of thé rural folk because of exorbi=«
tant rates of interest. They soon realised that this grinding burden of debt
must be lightened first ; otherwise all their endeavours would be in vain. It
was decided to establish a central co-operative bank under the direct control
of Visva-Bharati. So in 1927, the Visva-Bharati Central Co-operative Bank
was established at Santiniketan. Jagadananda was elected its first secretary.
Besides primary co-operative credit societies, the Bank organised various welfare
bodies on co-operative basis. Jagadananda was at this time advanced in age.
Still, not satisfed with merely issuing directives from his office, he often
personally visited the village societies to see for himself how they were
functioning and to encourage and advise the office bearers. He had to give up
the task of managing the day-to-day work of the bank after 1928, because with
the extension of the Bank’s activities the volume of wotk had greatly increased.
But he still maintained connection with the Bank as Deputy Chairman of its
Board of Directors. In this capacity he shouldered the primary responsibility
of the Bank's policy determination till the day of his retirement from service.

Besides his connection with the Visva-Bharati Central co-operative Bank,
Jagadananda was at different times, associated in different capacitics with the
activities at Sriniketan and its administration. When a new constitution
was given to Sriniketan and the Sriniketan Samiti was set up, Jagadananda
served on this new Samiti in 1925 as the representative of the Santiniketan
Samiti. In 1928, Rathindranath had to live in Europe for a long period for
reasons of health. During his absence Jagadananda took charge of Sriniketan
with Dr., Premchand Lal, Director of Siksha-Satra as Joint Sriniketan

Sachiva,
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Another sphere of Jagadananda's multifarious activities at Santiniketan
needs to be noted. Students of the Brahmavidyalaya had taken to gardening
as one of their favourite hobbies. Plots were alloted to them and they grew
many kinds of vegetables on them. Organisation and supervision of this
activity also ultimately came to be his responsibility. And his enthusiasm did
not fail to infect his students. After a time students ceased to be associated
with the school kitchen garden. But still it remained to be his charge as long
as he was in service. He would take daily rounds in the garden supervising
the work of the malis, sometimes planting bananas, papayas or pine-apples
with his own hands and with keen interest watching the growth of various
plants. '

A teacher of mathematics, reserved by nature, Jagadananda was, however
well known among his friends and colleagues as a man with a rich fund of
humour. A silent laugh would often lie hidden under the surface even when
be was threatening boys with a show of affected temper, It istrue they
generally kept at a respectful' distance from him, yet on occasions they were
bold enough to play jokes on him. Stories of his pleasant humour gained wide
currency in the school community. Here is a story narrated by the former
pupil we have already quoted. ‘One evening' he writes, ‘the master was
telling us a thrilling detective story. We were all listening silently spellbound
by the magic of his voice. He was speaking in the first person. ..Every one
of us had taken almost the whole story to be true. At this point some reckless
bold fellow dared to ask, “Is it all true, sir ?" The master rolled his eyes in
feigned anger and replied: *“Do you suspect it to be otherwise ? Am I here
to tell you lies at my old age ?"

His fame as a consummate practitioner of the histrionic art had spread far
beyond the confines of the small school community at Santiniketan, He was
a lover of this art from his boyhood days. At Santiniketan he became most
popular in the role of Laksheswar in Tagore's drama ‘Sarodotava’. But he
had acted different roles, both at Santiniketan and in Calcutta viz, Raja, Achala-
yatan and Falguni. He also had considerable musical talent. He could- play
violin and esraj quite well. These were the companions of his solitary
leisure hours. But occasionally he would play these instruments at some func-
tions held in the intimate circle of the Santiniketan community. He had no voice
for singing, but he was a lover of songs. At the same time, his mind was highly
sensitive to the beauty of lines, shapes and colour also.

His achievement as a writer of scientific themes had received wide
recognition evenin his lifetime, For nearly three decades he had regularly
presented his countrymen with diverse facts from different branches of science
in simple, lucid and beautiful Bengali. He was a preacher of science so to
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speak. It was, in those days, quite a formidable task. Discussions of
scientific affairs in Bengali were rare at that time. And in the Bengali juvenile
literature of those days science was almost a taboo. He had to create the
lauguage which might serve as a proper vehicle for presenting scientific
subjects. For this purpose he had to coin Bengali equivalents of innumerable
scientifc terms. The success he attained in this field is amazing. He was
a good story-teller, and he retains that flavour even in his books. He mastered
his distinctive style in written lauguage by sustained and conscious effort.
Even in his old age, when he had written a new book, he would often read the
manuscript to his students and ask, ‘Do you like it 7 Do you follow ? Tell me,
if it is unsatisfactory, I shall write it anew, I shall write in a simpler language.
That Bengali children did like his books is evident fron the popularity of his
books some of which ran into several editions.

Towards the end, Jagadananda's field of activity extended beyond the
limits of the various institutions of Visva-Bharati, first to the neighbouring
areas of Santiniketan and then to the whole district. For many years he was
a member of the Bolpur Union Board and an honorary magistrate of the Union
Bench Court. The District Magistrate nominated him a member of the Local
Board. As a public man also he was held in high esteem by every one who
came into contact with him.

Jagadananda lived a simple unostentatious life throughout. In his early
youth he had to struggle against want and poverty. In the closing years of
his life, his economic condition improved, and he was fairly well off. Yet his
style of living remained unchanged. Neither was he a worldly-minded man,
Love for the cultivation of the mind, pursuit of knowledge and teaching were
innate with him. Otherwise, all the multicoloured figments of his imagination
and emotional devotion to an airy ideal would have vanished in no time at the
severe knock of reality that was the hard, ascetic life at Santiniketan in those
early days.

In his youth malaria had shattered Jagadananda's health. He himself
describes his condition at the time of his first arrival at Santiniketan in the
following lines—'J was then a malaria patient. I did not know what “health
means. For about ten months a year I remained confined to bed. Mangoes
and jack-friut in May-Ju-e improved my condition a little. Malaria caught
hold of me again in July. And it dragged on till March-April. Apgain in his
old age illness and anxiety dented his frail frame. It is amazing how such a
man could bear the strain of such multifarious tasks undertaken simultaneously

and sustained over such a long period !
Indomitable strength of mind was the fountainhead of his neverfailing

energy for such ceaseless series of activities.
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In his outlook Jagadananda was a conservative. We hesitate to use this
word to delineate his character because of the connotation it has acquired in
-contemporary usage. Yet we find no other word that we can use to describe
his mental make-up. He was never a no-changer, But he refused to pay
blindfold homage to everything new. He would not admit that everything we
inherit from our past must necessarily be decomposed corpses or a mass of
stinking refuse ; and that we have no future unless they are all forthwith swept
away. In fact, he was interested in construction, and not in destruction.
Moreover, he was a realist and would never run after the impossible.

Late in his life Jagadananda received some recognition for his labour in
diverse fields both from the Government and from his countrymen. He was a
teacher of mathematics in a school, but the Calcutta University appointed him
an examiner in Bengali in the B. A. examination. Again, when the University
appointed a committee to formulate a scheme for the expansion and improve-
ment of scizntific literature in Bengali, Jagadananda was chosen to be one of its
members. The British Government of the day, on their part, conferred on
him the title of Rai Sahib.

In his life Jagadananda had known sorrows and bereavements in abundance.
But they failed to subdue his spirit, and he applied himself with unflinching
devotion to his work and his mission, He had established appropriate bonds of
love and respect with all those among whom he lived or came into contact.
His colleagues, neighbours and inmates of the Asram where he lived, enter-
tained, on their part, a feeling of reverence and affection for him. His end
came at Santiniketan, on the 25th of June, 1933, at the age of sixtyfour.



We are very glad to publish below the address given by Leonard K.
Elmhirst in reply to the felicitations offered to him on behalf of the Karmi
Parishad, Visva-Bharati, at Sinha-Sadana on February 17, 1969. The text of
the speech recorded on the tape was forwarded to Mr Elmhirst for his appro-
val as arranged with him by the former Editor of the News. Mr Elmbhirst
has very kindly edited the speech and sent it back to us for publication.

You see, on my arrival Isaid, “Gurudev, I must learn Bengali” He said,
“No, I do not want you to learn Bengali,” and so I do not know what Santosh
Mitra has been saying and he may have been insulting me. But If T did nothing
else on this visit, I have been done a great honour by all of you. You have
enabled me humbly to sit on the same seat with Santosh. He isa wonderful
man—he must not listen—but he is a wonderful man. The work of Sriniketan
would not have been possible without the example that he gave us.
When we became colleagues, Chashas together, it was Abanda who
said, “Elmhirst, you are taking away from Kala-Bhavana one of the
finest art students I ever had. I hope Santosh still keeps a sketch book
in his pocket. If not you should have an exhibition of his former sketches.
But have you ever had a speech from him before? No? Then you
must thank me. For the first time, you have heard a speech* not. only
from a great Chasha, but from a great artist. This is a symbol to me
of what Gurudeva was always looking for. This combination of the
sensitive, feeling side in harness with the intellect, this combination which he
was always afraid Santiniketan might lose. “If you become too academic,”
he said, ‘‘you forget the heart and unless you keep the right balance
between the heart and the intellect you will be lost.” So, though today we,
with our intellects, can send a man to the moon, we have yctto scale the
Everest of the human heart. Is that right? We do not yet know how to
control this heart of ours, or to channel its emotions. It is when we misbehave
that this feeling side bursts out in an unruly way. All the world round today
you see student unrest. Why? why? Ican tell you, they are starved of
one thing, love. Starved of love. When I was at University, L had my
heroes. They were teachers who came into intimate touch with me not just
through their lectures and their brains. They touched my heart. Itis when a
teacher and a student get so far apart that the heart is not touched that the
student says, “I have left my father behind. I thought when I went to the
University T would find new fathers to advise, new gurus to look up to, to be
friends with me ; but these teachers and administrators are too far away.
They lecture to me and then they go home and I never meet them heart
to heart.” 1Isee this in our own universities in England—I am on the

*Published in our August issue
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council of Exeter University—the same trouble, too little speaking of heart to
heart. In the field of international relations I have worked for many years
and we have a world conference every three years, with representation from
almost every nation in the world. For one year we had both the Chinese and
the Russians. But too many of the papers given are what I would call status
papers. They ‘were given by men trying to climb the intellectual ladder so
as to lift themselves one step at a time into the Hall of Fame. But the real
worth of those conferences is when one man from one nation uses his
opportunity to meet one man from another heart to heart, begins to know him
intimately. Whenever you see appeals to force in Universities, look underneath
the surface; you will, I suspect, find starvation in the student heart. This is
one reason why we turn to the poets, At the end of my time with Gurudeva,
he said, "*You see Elmbhirst, [ have explored the whole world of human emotion
in my songs, and in my poetry and in my plays and here you are, you cannot
enter this world, you do not understand Bengali.” 1 said, “It is you who are
to blame Gurudeva! You were in such a hurry, you told me not to learn
Bengali.” We have in our libraries the works of great psychologists, Freud
and Jung and Adler, and before them the books of James, William James.
They explored ways in which the unconscious mind, and then the subconscious
mind worked. But it is when I go to William Shakespeare that I find a poet
not unlike our Gurudeva, who knows so much about the working of the human
heart, more even than Freud or Jung. He, like Gurudeva, has given us a whole
map of the human emotions, the negative ones of hatred, of jealousy, of the
thirst to use force, of organising in order to counter the oppos'ng spirit of
understanding, of love, of compassion, of pity, of all those subtle and positive
feelings of the human heart. It was during my time at Surul—we never
talked much together—that I developed an instinctive feeling that Santosh's
heart was in the right place and that though he was a very practical farmer,
with bhis one eye on each paisa—when today I see his new building I wonder
whether he is becoming a bit of a zamindar—he had his other eye upon the
stars inspited by the feeling of the artist in his heart.

Now I have heard that [ am speaking today to members of a number of new
and different organisations. I think organisations are wonderful when they
are set up to arrange the playing of a game of basket-ball, like the one I have
just been watching. You organise to get two teams to play in fair competition
under fair rules. This is wonderful. It may be that all your new organisations
are only preparing to play other games like basket-ball. But organisations can
also be used in other and negative ways. Why, in Gurudeva's institution, do
we need all these new organisations ? Gurudeva established this place to
establish heart and head in working combination. For this one great' end you
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need one strong organisation with feeling and mind united. But the problem
is how to know the heart and the world of the emotion so well that we can
diagnose the antics of the unconicious. When I was a little boy, my grand-
mother, then 90 years old, said to me, “Leonard, when I was a very little girl,
and was wicked, I used to be put in the corner with my face to the wall and
be made to stroke my stomach and say—"Go down, proud stomach " This
phrase you will find in Shakespeare and in our Bible, but we have lost it in
common parlance. What she was really saying was that when her wicked
feelings rose too high, they must be kept down and under control. Those
great and ancient Greeks in Athens—many of whem were born in Ionia
in Asia, the source of so much of our Western mathematics and philosophy—
came to live in Athens because it gave them a sensc of freedom. When
they were in trouble and in doubt they used to go to Delphi to consult
the oracle there. Over the archway is still written in Greek two words, “Know
Thyself”. The interesting thing is that when you come to the laws of Manu or
to the New Testament this plirase is again repeated in only a slightly different
form. Until [ know myself, and respect myself, and understand myself how
can I begin to know or understand, or respect my necighbour? When
Gurudeva and I were on shipboard together, he would say, “Elmbhirst, put my
seat out on the side of the boat where I can see the dawn, not just the sunrise,
the dawn, I want to see the dawn during my meditation. The dawn
is our daily symbol of hope that the light can drive away the darkness.
It is during this time that 1 am able to examine myself,” Sometimes
his emotion, his ‘proud stomach’, would rise. He would get terribly
angry. He would make remarks which were really quite unpoetic. Then
I would say to him, later in the day,. “Gurudeva, did you really mecan all
that you said this morning ?” “Well”, he said, “there are times when my
feelings get the better of me.” FEach day, T suspect, he used those mom :nts
before the dawn for the searching of his soul, of his heart It was the poct in
him that would lose patience with bright intellects, pcople who were thinking
only in terms of the head. He could respect their brilliant minds, but he would
always look a little aside at them and pull their legs, ina kindly way. This is
a problem we each have—Am I only an individual, or also a member of the
whole human family ? Can one find the right balance of these two claims ?
It was the same at Sriniketan. He would say, “When you go to the village,
they may be hungry, they may be poor, they may be sick.  You can help them
to help themselves, to earn more, to trust one another more, to lift themszlves.
Never insult them by offering to do for them what them can do for themeselves.
They must learn from you how to lift themselves up. Remember they have
hearts and feelings and self-respect. Even though they are hungry they will
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still dance and sing and act and write poems. This is the way the villagers keep
their balance. In our reconstruction work, we must always take into account
the feeling side of the village and never lose touch with the heart and emotion
of the village.”

I finish with one story. I was taken by one of our village workers— I think
he is here today—to Ballavpur. Isn't that the village down by the river Kopai ?
Is there still today a toddy shop there ? Yes ? a good toddy shop. Kalimohan
and I were coming away from it. There was a jolly chasha coming up the hill,
rolling along a little unsteadily. He was merry and singing. I said to Kalimohan,
“Ask him why he isin such a joyful mood.” He says, “All the week I am
hungry, I am hungry. But tonight for two annas I have taken a drink, and
just now I feel like a Raja.” Suddenly and for a few moments his heart was free.
“Before the war,” he continued, “for two annas I and my wife and my whole
family could forget our sufferings and hunger, but now for two annas only L”
For that one evening he's liberated from the grinding anxiety of poverty. The
whole world needs to feel this freedom from hunger, this freedom of the heart,
but not by taking the short and only momentary cut through drugs and drink.
It was this lesson that I learnt from Santosh. He never seemed to stop working,
but he also drew his pictures. Always I had a feeling his heart was free.
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NEWS AND NOTES

We offer our warmest congratulations to Sj. V. V. Giri who was elected
President of India on the 20th of August last. As President he will also adorn
the office of Paridarsaka (Visitor), Visva-Bharati,. We welcome him cordially
in our midst and fervently hope that he will take an ever-increasing interest in
the welfare of Visva-Bharati and by his benevolent counsel help in its growth
and progress along right paths. :

°

In the sudden demise of Prof. Humayun Kabir on August 18. Visva-Bharati lost
one of its closest and sincerest friends. A front-ranking intellcctual of his times
and a poet besides, Prof. Kabir was from his young days instinctively drawn
towards the ideal of the universal man of which Rabindranath was the living
embodiment. That eatly love and admiration for Tagore and also for Santiniketan
grew with the years and remained undiminished until death inspite of all preoccu-
pations. Even this year as President of the Rahindra Janmotsava Committee,
New Delhi, he arranged a splendid function with singers and dancers drawn
from all parts of India celebrating the poet’s birthday in May last. Professor
Kabir's connections with Visva-Bharati go decades back when he was
teaching at Calcutta University. The Visva-Bharati News in its January issue,
1939 reports Prof. Humayun Kabir being elected to the Samsad (Executive
Council) of Visva-Bharati, In recognition of the eminent position held by him
in the field of culture and also in appreciation of his tireless endeavour in
propagating the ideals of Gurudeva, Visva-Bharati in its Special Convocation
held in 1961 on the occasion of Rabindra Centenary honoured him with the
degree of Desikottama. The same year he inaugurated the All India Philosophy
Congress held at Santiniketan. Earlier in Auguast, 1959 he was invited to
perform the Vriksharopana on the old Mcla ground. As recalled by our
Acharya Sm. Indira Gandhi in her memorial tribute in the Parliament, it was
Humayun Kabir who was chiefly responsible for organising the Tagore
Centenary Celebrations on a world-wide scale.

With sorrowful hearts we mourn the death of an esteemed friend and
convey our sincerest condolences to Mrs, Kabir and other members of the
breaved family.

®

The week-long session of Rabindra Saptaha was observed as in the previous
years through readings, discussions and songs. The programme for this year's
celebrations was as follows ©
Date ) Subject Participants
August 8 Rabindranath and Abanindranath Ananda Pathsala, Patha-Bhavana
in Children’s Literature and Siksha-Satra
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August 9 Patriot Rabindranath Vidya-Bhavana, Siksha-Bhavana

and PaJli Siksha Sadana
August 10 Seasonal Appeal in Vinaya-Bhavana, Siksha Charcha,
Rabindra Literature C.I. T.and F.C. W. T.C.
August 11 Spirit of Universality in Staff, Ex-students and Residents
Rabindranath of Asrama.

August 12 A symposium on the Dramas of ASpeakers : Sj Badal Sarkar and
' Rabindranath and the Dramatic Sj Sankha Ghosh
Art of modern times

August 13 Rabindra Sangit and Sangit-Bhavana and Kala-Bhavana
Classical Music

August 14 Discussion on the Educational Speakers : Sj Prabhat Kumar
Ideals of Rabindranath and the Mukhopadhyay, Sj Hirendranath
Evolution of Visva-Bharati ~~  Datta and Sj. Probodh Chandra
Sen.

The fourth and the seventh meetings of the week were arranged at the Commu-
nity Hall of Palli Siksha Sadana, Sriniketan. The other sessions were held at
Natyaghar, Santiniketan.

°

During the last Rabindra Week in August, Rabindra Sadana took the opportu-
nity of acknowledging a number of valued gifts from friends and admirers of
Gurudeva in this country and also abroad by organising an exhibition of
recent acquisitions of letters, manuscripts and photographs of Gurudeva. The
articles exhibited were gifts from Rabindra Bharati University, Jadavpur Uni-
versity, Dr. Ramesh Chandra Majumdar, Mrs Jeannie Geddes, Sj Umaprasad
Mukherjee, Sm. Santa Devi, Sm. Sita Devi, Sm. Rekha Gupta, Sj. Parimal
Goswami, Sj. Asoke Kumar Sarkar, Sj. Pareshnath Datta, Sj Prabhatchandra
Gupta, Sj. Dhirendra Krishna Dev Barman and, Sj. Pulin Behari Sen. Recent
acquisitions from Sj. Sudhakanta Ray Chaudhuri were also exhibited.

Visva-Bharati is indeed grateful to those who have enriched our collection
by making respectful gifts from time to time to the Rabindra-Sadana.

The Indian community in Khartoum assembled at the residence of Sj Debapriya
Mukhopadhyay, at present IMF adviser in Sudan and ex-student of Visva-
Bharati, to observe the death anniversary of Gurudeva Tagore on the 7th of
August last. There are many Indians in Khartoum holding different assignments
in Government, academic and International organisations. Most of them took
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part in recitations, songs (Rabindra Sangit) and discussions on that day.
Children also participated in several items. The whole function was organised
by Sm. Kshama Mukherjee, wife of Sj Debapriya Mukherjee. The hosts treated
all those present to light refreshments after the function was over. It may be
mentioned that this is the first time there the Indians observed Gurudeva's
memorial celebration.

°

An exhibition of Portrait Paintings by Gurudeva was held at Nandan, Kala-
Bhavana from August 10 to 18. The exhibition drew a large number of visitors.

Sj. Prabhatmohan Bandyopadhyay, veteran artist and ex-student of Kala-
Bhavana held an exhibition of his works at Nandan from August 21 to 26.
The main feature of his exhibition was a series of historical paintings, the themes
of which dated from the dim pre-historic era of the twentieth millenium B C.
down to the thirteenth century A. D. depicting significant aspects of ancient
Indian history and culture. “Prabhatmohan can best be discovered in his
compact tapestry-like compositional virtuosity”, says Adhyapaka Kanchan
Chakravarty introducing the picturss in a catalogue issued by Kala-Bhavana.
There were also a few miscellaneous exhibits one of which, a bust of
Jagadananda Ray, is reproduced in the present issue of the News.

Under the auspices of Santiniketan Asramik Sangha, an exhibition of the
works of nine ex-students of Kala-Bhavana who have passed out in recent
years, was held at the Academy of Fine Arts, Calcutta from August8 to 14.
The exhibits consisted of Paintings, Sculptures and Graphics done by
Sri Arun Pal, Sri Amit Ray, Sri Dharmanarayan Dasgupta, Sri Atul Barooah,
Sri Chinmay Ray, Sri Santanu Bhattacharya, Sri Parthapratim Deb, Sri Suchi-
brata Dev and Sri Bipulkanti Saha.
We wish the young artists all success in the years to come.

Independence Day was celebrated at Santiniketan and Sriniketan with due
solemnity on the 15th of August last. At half past seven in the morning
the National Flag bedecked with flowers was hoisted by the Upacharya at
Gour Prangana. Appropriate songs were sung at the ceremony and the
N.C. C. Cadets gave a salute. The Upacharya also hoisted the Flag on
the premises of the F.C.W.T. Centre, Sriniketan and took the salute
from the N. C. C. cadets there. In the evening an impressive programme of
National Songs was gone through at Natyaghar. Besides Bengali national songs
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of Rabindranath and others, patriotic songs in different Indian languages
such as Hindi, Urdu, Assamese, Manipuri etc. were given lending variety
to the programme. Students of Santiniketan and Sriniketan as well as
membets of the staff took part in the function.

Sakha Sangha of Patha-Bhavana organised a Fancy Dress Show as in the
previous years on the evening of 26th August last. The show held in front of
the Boys' Study Hall created great enthusiasm among the boys and girls and
there were as many as 82 gay colourful entries, most of them by the children of
Sishu Vibhaga. Several characters and scenes were true to life and did credit
to the imagination of the young performers. The prize-winners of the show
were Tirthankar Ray of class V in the role of Cloth-Pedlar, Ujjala Basu of class
VIII as a Japanese Lady and Tapati Chakravarty of class IX as Kumro Patas of
Sukumar Ray's Abol Tabol. Other items specially mentioned by the judges were
Burmese Girtl by Mallika Ghosh of class III, Bhadu Gan troupe led by Samik
Ghosh of class VII and Third Class Railway Compartment directed by Partha
Gupta of class IX.
°

Sanskrit, once the vehicle of social intercourse throughout the length and
breadth of our country is now rarely heard spoken beyond the confines of the
classroom. It was altogethet a new experience therefore for many of those who
attended on the last Sravana Purnima c¢vening, a meeting the proceedings of
which were conducted entirely in Sanskrit. At the initiative of the Ministry
of Education, Government of India, ‘Sanskrit Day’ was observed this year all
over India on the Sravana Purnima day (August 27). A function at Santiniketan
was organised by the department of Sanskrit, Pali and Prakrit under the
supervision of Dr. Biswanath Bandyopadhyay at the Cheena-Bhavana
Hall. Pandit Srijiv Nyayatirtha presided over the function and Pandit
Nrityagopal Panchatirtha was the Guest-in-Chief. The function commenced
with the chanting of benedictory stanzas by Dr Krishnanath 'Chatterjee. Then
Dr. Biswanath Bhattacharya gave a welcome address in Sanskrit to the
august assembly. This was followed by the speeches, also in Sanskrit, by the
President, the Guest-in-Chief and Pandit Sukhamay Bhattacharya Saptatirtha
Sastri, Later, the audience was entertained with a much appreciated programme
of classical music in Sanskrit rendered by Adhyapaka V. Wazalwar and Sanskrit
recitations in which Dr. Biswanath Bhattacharya. Adhyapika Nandita Sarkar,
Sm. Piyali Das, Sm. Tapati Das, Sm. Ratna Das, Sm. Arundhati Niyogi and-

others took part.
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Varsha Mangal was celebrated at Natyaghar on the evening of August 29.
Gurudeva's Sesh Varshan (the Last Showers) was presented on this occasion
with Sri Debaprasad Mukhopadhyay, Sri Suman Sarkar and Sri Ajay Hazra
in the roles of Raja, Rajkavi and Nataraja respectively. The programme was
replete with songs and dances given by students of different departments
evoking the plaintive mood of the season on the one hand and expressing its
tameless beauty on the other.

We were very glad to have in our midst a disringuished visitor Dr Georg
Lechner, Director of the Max Muller Bhavana, Callcutta on the 18th of last
month. Dr. Lechner was accompanied by his wife and a teacher of the
Institute. In the evening Dr. Lechner regaled our students with a most
delightful film on Wild Life in Africa brought along by him and screened at
Sinha Sadana.

Adhyapaka M. Abdul Haq Ansari, Head of the Department of Arabic,
Persian and Islamic Studies, attended the fifth East-West Philosophers’
Conference held at the University of Hawaii. Honolulu from June 22 to July
26 last. The general topic of discussion for the Conference was ‘“‘Alienation
of the Modern Man” and Prof. Ansari presided over a week-long sectional
discussion on the “Metaphysics of Alienation.” On July 18, he took part as a
panelist in a Panel discussion which was open to the public.

During his stay at Honolulu, Prof. Ansari also delivered a lecture to the
Graduate students of Philosophy on the “Concept of Man in Islam” and another
at the local Vedanta Society on *‘Sufism and Vedanta.”

Dr Pradip Kumar Sengupta of the department of Philosophy delivered
a course of three lectures on “Non-Deductive Inference™ at a seminar organised
under the auspices of the Post-Graduate department of Statistics, Bhagalpur
from Augnst 19 to 22. The seminar was inaugurated by the Vice-Chancellor
of Bhagalpur University.

°

We are glad to learn that Adhyapaka Dhanapati Bagh of Palli Siksha Sadana
has recently been elected member of the Journal Committee of the Indian

Psycho-Analytical Society.
®
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The following office bearers of Kala-Bhavana Chatra Sammilani were elected
for the session 1969-70 at a meeting held at Nandan on 21. 8. 69 :

1. General President — Sm. Sarmila Roy

2. Executive President — Sri Bedhan Ch. Ghose

3, General Secretary : — Sri Nimalendu Das

4. Social Secretary — Sri Asit Baran Bhattacharya
5. Asstt. Social Secretaries — Sri Pritosh Roy

Sm. Sulekha Banerjee
Sri Santosh Kr. Behera
Sm. Jayati Palit

6. Literary Secretary —_ Sm. Arundhuti Chatterjee
7. Asstt. Literary Secretaries — Sm. Uma Sengupta
Sri Suniti Kumar Maity
: Sri Nirdip Roy
8. Games Secretary — Sri Devendra Pal Singh
9. Asstt. Games Secretaries —_ Sm. Minakshi Chakraborty

Sri Rakesh Mohan Hazela
10. Representative to Visva-Bharati
Chatra Sammilani —_ Sri Tapan Kr. Mitra
Sm. Zoya Sapra
11. Representative to World
University Service — Sri K. C. George.

10 Gram Sevikas from 11 Community Development Blocks of West Bengal have
joined so far in the One Year Job Training Course in Home Science at the
H. E T. Centre, Sriniketen.

°

The trainees of the F. C. W. T. Centre from Assam, Manipur and West Bengal
participated in the National Songs Programme arranged at Natyaghar, Santi-
niketan on the evening of the Independence day.

° .

We cordially welcome in our midst the following members of the staff who
have joined Visva-Bharati recently :

Sri Amarendra Biswas, Adhyapaka in Chemistry.
Sri Tarun Kumar Ghosh, Sub-overseer in the Estate Office.



VISVABHARATI NEWS 79

Patha Bhavana boys have been doing quite well this Football season. They beat
Bolpur High School by 5 goals to nil and Suri Zilla School by 5-I goals and
became District Champions in the Subrata Mukherjee Cup Tournament. Patha-
Bhavana won the first round at the Inter-District level of the same tournament
by defeating I. C. Institution, Murshidabad Champions by 1 goal to nil. The
last two matches were played at Suri. Patha-Bhavana is now in the quarter-
final with 7 other School teams of West-Bengal at the State level of the
tournament. :

Ramkrishna Siksha Pith, Shyampahari Mukundapalli played a friendly football
match with Visva-Bharati school team on Sriniketan ground on the occasion of
Hala Karshana. The visitors won by a solitary goal.

Rabindra Bharati Football team met Visva-Bharati at Santiniketan on August 15.
It was a drawn game neither-side scoring.

Kalyani University played a friendly match with Visva-Bharati at Santiniketan
and won by 3 goals to nil.

On the Teachers' Day, September 5, Bolpur College Teachers met Visva-Bharati
Teachers at a friendly match at Santiniketan. Our teachers won by two goals
to one.

Football coaching is going on under Sj. Achyut Banerjee and our Patha-Bhavana
boys have benefited a great deal from his able guidance as will be evident’ from
the report of its performance above. We hope our senior boys also will make
the best use of their training under Sj. Banerjee. Sj. Bhava Ray, member of
the W. B. State Council of Sports is now with us watching the games activities
at Visva-Bharati. He has been deputed by the Council of Sports.

A guard of honour was presented by a contingent of 100 Bratibalakas and
Bratibalikas of the Village Extension Section to the Guest-in-Chief Dr, K. L.
Bhattacharya, Minister of Agriculture, Government of West Bengal, on the
occasion of the Halakarshana Utsava on 8th August’ 69, 7 baskets of different
varieties of plants and saplings were distributed to the Adult Education Centres
Bratibalaka troops at Bergram, Goalpara, Mahisadal, Monedanga, Albandha,
Benuria and Rayer Pukurdanga.
e

184 Trainees are undergoing Training in different crafts in C. L T. this year.
A good number of trainees from Assam, Manipur and Nagaland have turned up
this year for admission. One Fulbright scholar, John Eric Riis, has been
admitted to the casual course of Weaving in €. L. T.
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A one year course in Leather Goods Training, sponsored by the Khadi and
village Industries Corporation has been started in C. I T. this year. Nine
students have been admitted to this Course. -

The “Experimenters” a group of students from different Universities of
France, visited Sriniketan on 8. 9. 69. They were shown round the different
departments of the P. S. V.

.
Weather Report for the month of August, 1969.
(Sferics observatory, Sriniketan)

Max. Temperature ... 35.3°C—on 28. 8. 69
Min. Temperature ... 23.8°C—on 20. 8. 69

Max. Humidity ... 100% on 3. 8. 69 at 0830 I. S. T.
Min. Humidity ... 647, 0n26.8.69at1730L S. T
) Heaviest Rainfall ... 78.4 mms. on 12. 8. 69
Total Rainfall ... 353.5 mms.
°

The radio programme of Visva-Bharati for September and October will be
broadcast from the Calcutta Station of A. L. R. on the dates mentioned bel o w :
September 24, 6-30 p. m.—Rural : AT N7 NI
September 29; 9-30 p. m.— General : fRISITITS INHGH
October 27, 9-30 p. m.—General :  =1UFAT
October 29, 6-30 p. m.—Rural : # tewtaany gfzqeia

Erratum : We very much regret a paginal error in our last issue. The last two
pages should have been numbered 41 and 42 instead of 21 and 22,
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PROFESSOR HUMAYUN KABIR'S sudden passing away has quite under-
standably come as a sudden shock to all sections of the Indian people including
many who had wide and deep political differences with him. He was
unquestionably one of the most outstanding figures in contemporary Indian
public life, and his many sterling qualities of head and heart have won
obituary tributes in the press and the parliament which ring more genuinely
than formal utterances on such occasions usually do.

A brilliant academic career at Calcutta and Oxford universities : leadership
of the student community as the Secretary of the Oxford Union Society and
the President, All-India Students’ Congress ; distinguished service as a university-
teacher at Calcutta and Andhra ; centinuous public activity since the early
forties as a member of the State legislature and the parliament and as president
or member of various public and semi-official organizations and delegations ;
occupation of some of the top government posts at the Centre as Adviser,
Secretary and Minister during 1952-65—all these add up to the figure of an
eminent personality of many-sided talents destined to play a significant
role in the political and public life of the country.

But what is, perhaps, of deeper significance is that amidst all his political
and official activities Prof. Kabir throughout retained and fulfilled his commit-
ment to what we may well regard to be his first love, namely, literature,
education and culture. That the honorific title of ‘Professor’ adhered to his
name till the end long after he had ceased to be a professional teacher suggests
his real image in the eyes of his countrymen. -Apart from the distinctive, if not
definitive, place that he has carved out for himself in contemporary Bengali
literature as a poet, novelist, and critic, of unmistakable originality, and as the
founder-editor of a first-rate literary magazine, Chaturanga, about half-a-dozen
works containing his philosophical and educational writings easily mark him out
as a vigorous thinker of wide interests, sound scholarship, and a forceful style.
Specially, his keen concern for the welfare of the student and the teacher
communities, as evidenced, among many other things, by his penetrating investi-
gation into the problem of student unrest and his earnest efforts at providing
scholarships and awards for students and securing higher status and emoluments
for the teachers, reveal the innate teacher in him.

We, at Visva-Bharati, have special reasons for cherishing the memory of
Prof. Kabir with esteem and gratitude. Not only did he demonstrate his
good-will for this institution in many ways as a member of our Samsad or in
his official capacity as a Secretary or a Minister of the Union Government,
but he was the chief architect of the Tagore Centenary Celebrations which
were organized on such a magnificent scale all over the world. He was
undoubtedly one of the most devoted and competent exponents of Rabindra-
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nath’s thoughts and ideals, which he lost mo opportunity in ‘propagating - with
force and persuasiveness, and the Tagore Centenary Commemoration Volume
and Towards Unwersal Man, the two major publications during the centenary
celebrations, will remain a lasting monument to his dedication in this direction.

Opinions will continue to differ on Prof. Kabir's deep involvement in
politics, and, specially, on his role in West Bengal politics in recent times. The
glowing tributes paid after his death, however, would bear out that the sincerity
of his motive, as a patriot and a champion of democracy at least, has not
been questioned even by his political opponents. It is at any rate an interesting
speculation what new trail his dynamic personality and abounding energy would
have blazed on the political firmament of the county had he been spared for
some years more.

Humayun Kabir bore two famous names in Indian history, and it will
pethaps, be no facetious play upon words, if it is claimed that he partook
of some precious qualities of each. He combined in himself the enlightened
love of learning and culture of the one and the inspired humanism transcending
caste and creed of the other. May his soul rest in peace in the quiet cemetery
of the Jammia Millia, away from the din and dust of political strife raging
outside its solemn. premises, serenely indifferent to the achievements and
frustrations of a tull, though strenuous, life.

i
PR

Himangshu Bhushan Mukhopadhyay
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Gurudeva and Mahatmaji, Uttarayana, February 1940 Photo by Kanchan Mukherjee
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October 2, 1969 is the hundredth anniversary of Gandhiji's birth and here at
Santiniketan we have already heralded the memorable day through formulation,
and partial fulfilment, of an elaborate programme for the Centenary. The
porgramme comprises, among other things, organization of seminars and exhibi-
tions, village work, essay and debating competitions among different groups of
students, publication of a commemoration volume and divine service. All this
has been coloured, more or less perceptibly, by our fond memories of GandLiji's
intimate association with Gurudeva Rabindranath Tagore ard Santiniketan.
This is inevitable, for the interaction of these two great minds has in a marked
fashion left its impress on life at Santiniketan.

The larger dimension of this momentous phenomenon is of course not allowed
to be lost sight of. We do realize that the dialogue between them had its
impact on the life of the nation and that as the most illuminating exponents of
all that is best in the Western humanistic tradition and ia the Tndian approach
they could easily transcend narrow geographical limits so as to be enshrined in
the hearts of the saner sections of people all over the world. The way Visva-
Bharati celebrates the centenary will, I hope, help an honest appraisal of
Gandhiji and Gurudeva and animate us with a spirit of rededication to the
ideals they cherished all through their lives.

Kalidas Bhattacharyava
Upacharya, Visva-Bharati



GURUDEVA ON GANDHIJI*

But the great soul who achieves victory through the power of truth continues
his dominion even when he is physically no longer present. And we all know
such achievement belongs to Mahatmaji.

The gift of sacrifice has to be received in a spirit of sacrifice.

Against the deep-seated moral weakness in our society, Mahatmaii has
pronounced his ultimatum and though it may be our misfortune to lose him in
the battlefield, the fight will be passed on to every one of us to be carried on
to the final end. It is the gift of the fight which he has offered to usand if we
do not know how to accept it humbly and yet with proved determination, if we
cheaply dismiss it with some ceremonials to which we are accustomed and allow
the noble life to be wasted with its great meaning missed, then our people will
passively roll down the slope of degradation to the blankness of utter futility.

The message of non-violence often expressed by him in words and in deeds
finds today its fiinal exposition in a great language which should be easiest
to understand.

Today, to millions of hearts in India has reached the message of this
immortal spirit resting under the shadow of death’s door. No barriers could
stand in its way, those of distance, of brick and mortar, of hostile politics.

. . . .

His ( Mahatmaji's ) great life which to-day luminously reveals itself on a
large background has brought to us the message of discovering Man the Great
in all humanity... The day has come when human civilization must move forward
breaking through the fetters of the ages towards broader understanding
based on mutual faith and love.

We know in the Upanishads, God who ever dwells in the hearts of all men
has been mentioned as Mahatma. The epithet is rightly given to the man of
God whom we are honouring today, for, his dwelling is not within the narrow
enclosure of individual consciousness, his dwelling is in the heart of untold
multitudes,

The extracts ate taken from addresses deliveted at different times by Gurudeva on Mahatma
Gandhi, They are a reptint from the January issue of the V, B, News, 1949,
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Armaments and armies would not have got enough room to take their stand
upon, if our weakness had not given them shelter. We have supplied from
within ourselves the greatest of the elements of defeat.

Mahatmaji has delivered us from this self-made defeat of ours...This spirit
of Mahatmaji's life has been infused into the whole country. It is chasing
away our faintness. Itis this figure of Gandhi the Sadhaka, effulgent with
this spirit, which stands on the pedestal of eternity.

Even in the Mahabharat, not to speak of the ‘civilized' warfare of the West,
we find even Dharma-Yuddha to be tull of violence and cruelty. Now for the
first time perhaps, it has been declared that it is for us to yield up life, not to
kill, and yet we shall win !...In the course of unrighteous battle death means
extinction ; in the non-violent battle of righteousness something remains over ;
after defeat Victory, after death Immortality.

So disintegrated and demoralised were our people that many wondered if
India could ever rise again by the genius of her own people until there came on
the scene a truly great soul, a great leader of men, in line, with the tradition of
the great sages of old...Mahatma Gandhi.

Today no one need despair of the future of this country, for the uncon-
querable spirit that creates has already been released. Mahatma Gandhi has
shown us a way which, if we follow, we shall not only save ourselves but may
help other peoples also to save themselves.

Gandhiji has made of this meekness or ahimsa, the highest form of bravery—
a perpetual challenge to the insolence of the strong...But whether any one of us
is or is not capable of tising to the heights of ahimsa, accept it, believe in it, we
must; for have we not before us a man who, in the very thick of this modern
age, by his own life and example, holds aloft this standard for us to follow ?
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[ 22 August, 1920 ]
My dear most revered friend Mr. Gandhi,

AR T A A Y A9

Some say one thing and some say another about the defensive measure
you have thought fit to adopt, at this present juncture, against the British
misgovernment of India. The duty of non-co-operation with such mis-
government, which you are preaching incessantly to cur terribly suffering
people, who are dying of starvation by thousands without a murmur, is an
appallingly serious matter when considered in its practical aspect. But apart
from this, the sum and substance of your preaching, considered in its ileal
aspect calls forth my admiration, like the clear blue sky of Sharat pocping
through the rents of the evening clouds which overspreads it, on account of the
Grand Simplicity of the thing. The thing in question appears to me
to be this :—

You do not refuse to yield the lion's share to the Lyon, if the lion is a lion
de facto. But you do refuse to demean yourself by sharing anything with
the lion, if the boasted Lyon turns out to be a veritable Great Wolfe in the

garb of a lion.
Please send me a word whether I am right or not in my surmise.
May God bless you with a full shower of His mercy is the sincere

wish of your
Old Bordada

Dwijendranath Tagore.



TAGORE AND GANDHI*

Jawaharlal Nehru

I have met many big people in the various parts of the world, but I have no
doubt in my mind that the two biggest I have had the privilege of meeting have
been Gandhi and Tagore. I think they have been the two outstanding personal-
ities in the world during the last quarter of a century. As time goes by, I am
sure this will be recognised when all the field-marshals and dictators and .
shouting politicians are long dead and largely forgotten.

It amazes me that India in spite of her present condition——or is it because of
it ?—should produce these two mighty men in the course of one generation.
And that also convinces me of the deep vitality of India and I am filled with
hope, and the petty troubles and conflicts of the day seem very trivial and
unmimportant before this astonishing fact—the continuity of the idea that is
India from long ages past to the present day. China affects me in the same
way. India and China : how can they perish ?

There is another aspect which continually surprises me. Both Gurudeva
and Gandhiji took much from the west and from other countries, especially
Gurudeva. Neither was narrowly national. Their message was for the
world. And yet both were hundred per cent India’s children, and inheritors
representatives and expositors of her age-long culture. How intensely Indian
both have bzen, in spite of all their wide knowledge and culture. The surprising
thing is that both of these men with so much in common and drawing inspiration
from the same wells of wisdom and thought and culture, should differ from
each other so greatly. No two persons could probably differ so much as
Gandhi and Tagore in their make-up or temperament.

Itis interesting to compare and contrast them. Tagore, the aristocratic
artist, turned democrat with proletarian sympathies, represented essentially
the cultural tradition of India, the tradition of accepting life in the fullness
thereof and going through it with song and dance. Gandhi, more a man of
the people, almost the embodiment of the Indian peasant, represented the other
ancient tradition of India, that of renunciation and asceticism. And yet Tagore
was primarily a man of thought, and Gandhi of concentrated and ceaseless
activity. Both, in their different ways, had a world outlook, and both were at
the same time wholly Indian. They seemed to represent different but
harmonious aspects of India and to complement one another.

Again I think of the richness of India’s age-long cultural genius which can
throw up in the same generation two such master-types, typical of her in every
way, yet representing different aspects of her many-sided personality.

¥ Prom the Visva-Bharati Quarterly—Gandhi Memotial Peace Number—October 2, 1949



MAHATMA GANDHI BIRTH CENTENARY

For the most part of half a century there strode two giants on the Indian
scene, Rabindranath Tagore and Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi. History has
hardly any example of two men of such stature who lived and worked in any
land at a given period of time. To have produced one such man would have
been the pride and glory of a nation. The two together were the wonder of
the world.

Rabindranath and Mahatmaji moved in entirely different spheres of life.
While one was a votary of the muses, the other was a soldier of freedom. But
the poet was a patriot deeply committed to the country’s struggle for freedom,
pouring out his wrath whenever there was savage repression by the alien
rulers and as the Great Sentinel jealously guarding the higher values which
the nation might lose sight of at its own peril. Gandhiji on the other hand.
was not merely a political figure, but a man of vision to whom the concept of
a fre2 nation was not any governmental organisation but life in its integrity
where art and culture had their full flowering.

Gandhi and Tagore differed on many things, and they differed very strongly.
But theirs was a unique combination of two master spirits, so unlike in outlook
and approach, and yet in complete harmony with each other in their basic
humanism, Like Valmiki singing of Rama before the latter’s birth, Rabindranath
anticipated Gandhi in his portayal of the character of Dhananjay Bairagi before
Gandhi's advent on the political scene. Rabindranath was so enthusiastic
about Gandbhiji’s experiment of Satyagraha in South Africa that he sent his
friends C. F. Andrews and Willie Pearson to study his mecthods there. Strange
to say, it was through two Englishmen that Gurudeva and Gandhiji were
drawn to each other.

The 6th of March, 1915 is a memorable day on which Tagore and Gandhi
met for the first time at Santiniketan. The friendship once forged deepened
day by day and endured all their lives. In the course of thirty years Mahatmaji
visited Santiniketan for five times, in 1915, 1920, 1925, 1940 and after the poet’s
death, in 1945,

Mahatmaji's goodwill towards Santiniketan, his concern for the welfare of
Visva-Bharati both before and after Gurudeva's death are common knowledge
and need no mention here. Father of the Nation, he was, so to speak,
godfather to the poet’s institution.

On the occasion of the birth centenary of Mahatmaji we pay with the rest
of the world, our humble and respectful homage to his deathless spirit.

As Einstein said ir. a tribute paid to him, “Generations to come, it may be,
will scarce believe that such a one as this ever in flesh and blood walked upon

this earth.



MEMOIRS OF THE PHQENIX SCHOOL AT‘SANTINIKETAN*
Suhrit Kumar Mukhopadhyay
( Translated by Sobhan Mukhopadhyay )

Shortly after the successful conclusion of the Satyagraha movement in South
Africa Gandhiji desired to leave South Africa and reside permanently in India
for participating fully in the freedom movement. But he had problems concern-
ing the staff and students of his Phoenix school. Most of these boys were
orphans who looked upon Gandhiji and Kasturbai as their own parents. They
had been brought up in the same way as their own sons. The problem was,
where to keep these boys till a permanent arrangement for their residence
could be made.* A few days' stay at the Gurukula Ashram of Haridwar con-
vinced everyone that it was not quite suitable for them. Then, with Mr.
Andrews helping them as a go-between, they came over to Santiniketan for the
purpose of staying there. All this happened in 1914, in the month of December.
Gandhiji and Kasturbai were then in England,

The Phoenix School party was accommodated in some of the rooms of
“Natun Bari”, the group of thatched cottages standing beside “Dehali”, Their
cooking was done in the rooms on the verandah on that side. They had
neither cooks nor servants, The boys and their teachers did all the work to-
gether. Their number was not more than twefity., Among them were
Gandhiji's three sons, Manilal, Ramdas and Devdas, and his nephcw Maganlal.
Mauilal left within a short time. His eldest son Hiralal also came for a few days.

1 was then a student of the Matriculation class, one of the senior boys of our
school. At that time a gentleman named Mr, Dattatreya was living in the
Ashram. He had started reading “Gora” with my help. He developed an
intimacy with the members of Gandhiji's party. Mr. Dattatreya is famous to-
day as Kaka Kalelkar. Infected by his enthusiasm for learning Bengali,
Gandhiji's youngest son, Devdas, also started to learn the language. That was
the occasion for my becoming well-acquainted with him. Starting with this,
it did not take me long to come close to the other members of the party.

In the meantime, Gandhiji and Kasturbai had returned to India. One day,
news reached Andrews Saheb that Gandhiji would be coming to our Ashram on
the 17th February ( 1915 ). As soon as we learnt about it, we started cleaning
the roads, making a “vedi” ( dais ) for their reception, and setting up welcome

* This account Jeft by my father was written in 1960 shortly before his death, While writing he
checked up his statements with old copies of the English manuscript magazine “Astam” preserved in
Rabindra Sadana and also with the *““Rabindra Jibani”® written by his elder brothet, Sj, Prabhatkumar
Mukhopadhyay : Translator, :
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arches. There was very little time, so we worked day and night. During those
days we, the boys, did this type of work, and the younger teachers used to
work with us. These jobs were not done by paid labourers ; for us, it wasa
labour of love, and a part of our education.

Gurudev was not then in the Ashram, Learning about Gandhiji's visit, he
wrote to Andrews Saheb that he hoped appropriate arrangements would be made
to welcome the honoured guests. On the day of their arrival, I accompanied
the teachers and the older boys of our school to the station. The Phoenix school
party also went. Reaching the station, we found that the train had already
arrived. Gandhiji and Kastutbai had detrained and come out of the station.
We were surprised at Gandhiji's appearance, dressed as he was in very simple
clothes with his feet bare and a turban on his head. We bowed low and
touched their feet respectfully. Dipu babu ( Shri Dwipendranath Tagore ) had
sent his phaeton but no member of his party would agree to ride on it. They
started for the Ashram on foot, with Andrews Saheb, Pearson Saheb and the
the other teachers. We walked behind them.

On the way, Gandhiji first visited Gurudeva’s ‘Barodada’ ( Shri Dwijendra-
nath Tagore ) at his Nichu Bungalow residence. From there they went to the
Ashram ‘gate’ on Nepal Road. The archway, which we had made and decorated
with ‘devdaru’ and mango leaves, served as the gate for that day.

Gandhiji and his party reached the ‘‘vedi” in the mango grove, walking along
Sal Bithi and passing through three archways. We accorded him warm wel-
come in our own Asramic way with garlands and incense. Kshitimohanbabu,
Mr. Dattatreya and Mr. Rajangam welcomed them by reciting Vedic mantras.
Dinu babu (Shri Dinendranath Tagore) and his party of singers sang some songs
and Ashit babu presented Gandhiji with one of his paintings. Gandhiji was
pleased at the simple traditional manner in which the welcome ceremony was
performed, and impressed by our sincerity. He wrote about it later in his
autobiography.

Gandhiji started living with the teachers and boys of the Phoenix school
party, fully sharing their life. But I remember that he did not stay in the
Ashram for more than a few days.

One evening, Kuppuswainy one of the Phoenix school boys, began to suffer
from an acute pain in the abdomen. 1still seem to see him lying on a cot,
evidently suffering from intense pain, and Gandhiji, sitting by his side, with
his infinite patience and sympathy, treating him with “mud plaster”, and giving
him words of encouragement. The boy got well very soon as a result of this
treatment. )

Another day, when Pearson Saheb was taking our English class in the
morning in the mango grove, we noticed Gandhiji coming in the direction of
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our class. He was bare~footed with a thin ‘chaddar’ wrapped loosely round his
body. Secing Pearson Saheb, Gandhiji stopped and came towards our class.
We stood up and greeted him with folded hands. Pearson Saheb offered him
the reader and said, “You, please, take the class.” Gandhiji smiled pleasantly
and said, “No ! No ! Mr. Pearson, I will always learn English from an English-
man. You better go on—I will sit with the boys”. Saying this, he sat down
on one of our “asans.” Our class went on as before. After a while, Sashi, the
postman, arrived with a telegram for Gandhiji. As soon as he had finished
reading it, Gandhiji said, “Gokbale is no more ! I must go at once!” Saying
this, he left the class and walked quickly towards ‘Natun bari’.

It did not take long for the news of Gokhale's death to spread throughout
the Ashram. The Ashram bell began to ring, inviting everybody to the
condolence meeting, and the inmates began to gather in the mango grove.
Gandhiji spoke on Gokhale, and he concluded by saying, “I am bound to him
by the promise I made to him that when he would be no more in our midst,
I would help in supervising the work of the Servants of India Society—and
so I am starting for Poona today”. Next, Nepalbabu told us about Gokhale's
life, what he had done for the country, and about the Servants of India Society's
aims and objects.

Gandhiji and Kasturbai left for Poona by the evening train. We saw them
off at the station. I still seem to see before my eyes his lean figure in a ‘phatua’
and dhoti with a turban on his head and chappals on his feet — walking with
firm steps. The date was 20th Feburary 1915, Gandhiji, at that time, was a little
over forty-six. He was in the ashram for only three days.

" During this visit he could not meet Gurudev, who was then in Calcutta.
Gurudev returned two days ofter Gandhiji had left. He was then staying at the
Surul Kuthi Bari (the main office building of the Palli Samgathana Vibhaga)
busy writing his drama ‘Phalguni’.

On the 6th March, 1915, that is, after about fifteen days, Gandhiji and
Kasturbai returned to the Ashram. This time the meeting between Gurudev and
Gandhiji took place—the coming together for the first time of the two great men.

Shortly after this event we heard that we would have to do all our work
ourselves—drawing water from the well, cooking, watering and cleaning
the pots and pans, slicing the vegetables, grinding spices and everything else—
all the work that the cooks and servants did! From now on there would be
no servants, Gandhiji, we heard, had made this proposal, and Gurudev had
given his assent. Most of the members of the staff, especially those who were
young, became quite enthusiastic about this idea. Only a few teachers like
Jagadanandababu, Saratbabu and Kalimohanbabu and a few others remained
aloof at first, realising the impracticability of the scheme. They felt from the
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very beginning that it was not possible for the teachers and boys to teach and
learn after all the heavy work in the kitchen. But as the others were eager to
accept this new arrangement they joined them in carrying out the experiment.

So the teachers apd students started to discharge their heavy duties on the
10th. March 1915. I can still see before my eyes Pearson Saheb in shorts and
‘genji’ scraping away, in great earnest, the filth that had accumulated'for years
on the floor of our two dining rooms, his face turned red owing to exertion, and
his whole body sweating, on an ezcessively hot day. One cannot also forget
another scene—Santoshda, Nagenbabu (Shri Nagendranath Ganéuly) Ashitbabu,
Promodababu, Prabhatbabu and the other teachers, together with some of the
older boys, struggling with the washing and cleaning of the- huge cooking pots,
cauldrons and basins. Then there was the strange phenomenon—in the eyes
of the amateur cooks—of the brinjals floating in the ‘jhol’ causing endless worry !

Gandhiji was supervising our activities after setting us all to work. In one
of his rounds, he discovered some rice and curry rotting in the drain in froat
of the kitchen. He drew the attention of some of us to it and went away in
another direction. A little while later, on returning to the same spot, he
found that the filth was still there. Without telling any body anything,
Gandhiji started to remove it himself with his hands. Some of us rushed to
the spot at once, succeeded in stopping him after some amount of persuasion
and cleaned the drain ourselves. It became clear to everybody that this man
would not stand any slackness and everyone became cautious. Each one of us
became alert lest there be any lapse on our part.

The cooks and servants, and even the sweepers had gone. In those days,
there was no need for sweepers (for cleaning latrines), as there were vast
stretches of fields and eroded land (*Khoai”) all round the ashram. Normally
we did not need any latrines. But outside the ashram boundary, there were
three latrines for the occasional use of teachers and indisposed students. The
absence of sweepers created a problem concerning the cleaning of the latrines.
Since morning tne latrine buckets remained where they were. Gandhiji, with-
out a word to any of us, took the buckets out to clean them. Santoshda and a
few others ran to him at once, took them from his hands and cleaned them.
Everyone realised how difficult it was to work with this man, and to what
extent it was more difficult to avoid working with him.

Gurudev was then residing at the Surul Kuthibari, but keeping himself
fully informed about our activities, One day he came to the Ashram in the
evening and sent word that he wanted to meet the senior boys. We assembled
on the “Benu-Kunja” verandah ; our teachers also joined us. What Gurudev
told us, as far as I remember, was this: “Mr, Gandhi has advised you to do
your own work yourselves—and I have heard that you have started doing it
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with great enthusiasm, This is all to the good. But it means a lot of hard
work—and it is not without a certain amount of inconvenience. It is in the
-fitness of things that one who has done a great deal of physical work and
borne a lot of hardship has initiated you into a programme.of toil and of dis-
comfort—and this is as it should be. I have my full support for this new
programme. I have never been able to tell you to do this kind of work, because
I am not used to doing this type of physical work myself, and so I have no
right to tell you to do it. Itis quite appropriate. that Mr. Gandhi has asked
you. You might have to put up with some loss so far as your studies are
concerned, but I believe that the experience you are gaining by doing your own
work yourselves will be really worthwhile.” Needless to say, this is not a
verbatim report of Gurudev's talk. It is, rather, my own rendering of the
impression of his talk—an impression which has entrenched itself firmly in my
mind during the last forty-five years.

On the eleventh of March, Gandhiji and Kasturbai left for Rangoon, after
giving a start to the programme of self-reliance. We were so busy with our
cooking and other activities that we hardly knew when they went away,
After about twenty days, on the first of April, they returned from Rangoon and
started for Haridwar with the Phoenix School boys.

I don’t remember whether there was any farewell meeting, but the picture
of the Phoenix school party sitting in a third-class compartment, the train
leaving the station, and my painful realization that I would never meet Ramdas,
Devdas, Kuppuswamy, Prabhudas and others are still fresh in my memory.
I never met them again.

Thus ended our intimate association which Jasted some three months.

We went on doing the work which Gandhiji had set us to do, as best we
could. All the time at our disposal was taken up and our energy spent in cooking
rice, dal and vegetables. We did not have the time and experience necessary
for preparing the snacks which we used to have for breakfast and afternoon
tea. So it was decided that only those types of food would be served which
did not require any cooking. A few bags of ‘chhatu’ and ‘chura’ were brought
from Calcutta by one of our teachers. But when none of us could swallow our
first mouthful of ‘chhatu’ in the morning, it was discovered that ‘besan,” and
not ‘chhatu, had been bought bty mistake ! This is just one example of the
troubles that arose in our new system of self-reliance.

The fare of the teachers and students of the Phoenix School was simpler
than ours. The menu for lunch consisted of thick chapatis, and either ‘dal’ or
vegetables—nothing more than that. In the evening it was fruits, or ‘chhatu’
or some other simple food. On the advice of Mr. Rajangam, Mr. Kotyal
(whom everyone called 'Anna’) and Gandhiji's nephew, Maganlal, Santoshda
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organised a group of ‘Diet Reformers’. Young Pramada babu, who was a new-
comer, joined this group. I, too, joined the group and started taking the
same food as that taken by the students of the Phoenix School.

The boys of our group had been released from our duties at the general
kitchen—but the work in our own kitchen took a lot of time. At night we
felt hungry ; it became obvious that the diet did not suit us. And some of
us began to suffer from stomach ailments. If Iremember correctly, the work
of ‘Diet Reform’ did not last long.

The ‘Programme of Self Reliance’, however, was carried on for about two
months.

In those days, about two hundred and fifty to three hundred people used
to dine, twice a day, in the two dining halls. Cooking mecals, washing and
cleaning the huge pots, cauldrons, and other utensils, drawing al!l the water
that was needed for cooking and other purposes, and doing many other odd jobs
day after day, from early morning till late at night —all this did not constitute
an easy job for young boys between the ages of fourteen and sixteen.
Although our teachers were always with us, and helped us as much as they
could, it was realized that the work could not be continued in this way,
without cooks and servants— particularly because, over and above this, we had
to attend our classes, both in the morning and in the afternoon.

The cooks and servants were re-appointed after the summer vacation.

But I cannot say that the experience we gained during these two months
was not without its value.

Every year, on the 10th of March ‘Gandhi Day’ is observed at Santiniketan
and Sriniketan to commemorate the day on which the experiment was
started. '

In 1915, during the autumn recess, Andrews Saheb and Pearson Saheb
visited the Kochrab asram, which had been recently founded by Gandhiji.
From there the ‘ashramites’ sent me a picture-postcard autographed by all
of them. Gandhiji, who was learning Hindi at that time, had signed his
name in Hindi, and Devdas, who had been learning Bengali from me, had

signed his name’in Bengali*

* A facsimile of the autographed card is reproduced in this issue,



WITH GANDHIJI AT SANTINIKETAN ( JUNE, 1925 )
Mahadev Desai

The visit to Shantiniketan was a boon and a solace, For, as Gandhiji said at
Bolpur, it was a pilgrimage to the paternal roof where all the love of the
fatherly Borodada, the elder brother of the Poet, and of the bosom friend
Andrews was awaiting him. There were of course very long talks with the Poet
who was anxious to understand things first-hand from Gandhiji, as he had been
long out of India and as he proposed to go abroad very soon. He wanted
Gandhiji to tell him what he meant by his claim to be a Sanatani Hindu,
whether he believed in Varnashrams, and if he did, what it was; what were the
implications of the Untouchability Reform and the Charkha and Khaddar.
Finally, the Poet wanted to know Gandhiji's view of Swaraj and the means he
adopted to achieve it. I am unable to give the reader the gist of the two days’
conversations as they were, and were intended to be, privileged.

The meeting with Borodada was unique in many respects. When Gandhiji
went to jail Borodada possibly feared that he might not survive Gandhiji's
release. He was not only relecased but had gone to see him. On the other
hand, Gandhiji's anxiety to see Borodada was very great as he had received news
of Borodada's failing health. The patriarch was all excitement and what he said
and did was overflowing with love. Gandhiji could not bear to sit in a chair
side by side with the venerable Borodada. Even as he sat at the feet of
Dababhai Naoroji some thirty-five years ago, he sat down at the feet of
Borodada. ‘Whatever I may be to others, I must descend from my heights here
at least and shed my Mahatmaship I he said to Borodada who insisted on his
sitting in the chair. And for threce days morning and evening he listened,
as a child to his father, to Borodada who showered his choicest blessings on
him.” I know you will conquer’ he said at the first meeting, ‘I know the stuff
you are made of ‘He was overpowered with emotion and could say no more.
At the next meeting, he talked uninterrupted for the best part of an hour,
blessing every item of Gandhiji’s programme with a fervour and force I had
never witnessed in him before. Out of the fullness of heart the mouth
speaketh,” and it was useless trying to restrain him. To him it was not only
“bliss to be alive in that dawn” of Swaraj, “it was very heaven” without
being young. ‘Faith that overcomes mountains is the first step to knowledge
so say the Shastras,” said Borodada. ‘'You started with that faith, and to-
day you are never afraid as you are in possession of the Bliss and Brahman'.

‘I have faith in you. I have faith in God. My faith in you is only next to
my faith in God, said Borodada. ‘What a pity " said Gandhiji laughing,
overwhelmed by the extraordinary love. ‘Before truth and Ahimsa all Avidya
will disappear, went on Borodada. ‘What is Avidya to-day but Imperialism
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and Bolshevism and all the other isms ? They will all be shattered under
the bombshell of Truth, We cannot fight them with their weapons. You
cannot beard the lion in his own den. But Mahatmaji, you forged your own
weapons. Charkha is your weapon, not theirs, Ahimsa is your weapon and
not theirs and therefore they will be conquered. 1 was thinking and thinking
the whole day as to what to tell you and the light that He gave me after
prayers I have placed before you. I could not contain myself and have,
therefore, prattled away like a baby.’

‘Is not this tiring ?” asked Gandhiji. ‘Less tiring than other talks’ he said
emphatically, and again repeated the sentiments he had uttered,—this time
with even more vigour and vehemence ¢han before. ‘All those that oppose you
will disappear like the bubbles of time. Truth will conquer and T can see defeat
written on their foreheads’ It was long before this ‘Trumpet of a Prophecy’
was silent, the final words being ‘I am speaking all this in the exuberance of joy.
I have seen with my own eyes things [ dreamt of but never expected to see,
You are making me speak so. You have taken away my gloom and I hope that
the memory of those days may pull me safe through the dreary journey through
the desert that may still be before me.’

The third day was a day of leave-taking sad and sacred. I must not attempt
to describe it.

The visit was a god-send to Gandhiji, for it gave him the rest of body and
soul he needed so much. I have no doubt that it was of some benefit to the
members of Shantiniketan too. They had a heart to heart chat with Gandhiji
and they understood, they said, the message of the Charkha better than they
did before. Already there are some Charkhas working there. There is an
old Musalman lady, the mother of a Vishva-Bharati professor, giving all her
spare time to spinning and getting her own cloth made out of her yarn. And
I should not wonder if as a result of the visit there will be many more
wheels plying than ever before.

From Youpg India : June 11, 1925, Pp. 2023



THE EPIC FAST
Yarveda
Central Prison,

2.12, 32
My dearest Borodada,*

I wish you were here on the 26th September to see Bapu and Gurudev
holding each other in close and tearful embrace under that beautiful little mango
tree which has passed into history.—Gurudev's head was turned away from me
and so I cannot vouch for the condition of his eyes. But Bapu's eyes were turned
towards me and ! saw them wet with tears of joy. It was an indissoluble
spiritual union that the Fast cemented and ever since Gurudev has been
cooperating with Bapu in all his thoughts and words and deeds. The Fast has
worked many a miracle—but this one was not the least And here I may tell
you a thing which you will treasure and which I am sure you are not going to
find even in Pyarelal’s book. On the fateful night of the 19th Bapu went
to bed wondering what Gurudev and Sastri would feel about the thing. He
was dead tired and had retired at 11 o'clock, but got up agian at2. 30 A. M. to
put pen to paper in order to share his innermost fecling with Gurudev and
to tell him how he was pining to get a word from him—of approbation or
disapprobation, no matter what. I closed the letter at about 9 in the morning
and as I proceeded to hand it to the Jail official he in his turn handed me a
telegram from Gurudev blessing Bapu's Fast in words full of over whelming
affection. Well, the whole week was a chapter of miracles !

I had been longing to write to you all these days, but you know that I am
an ordinary prisoner though privileged to be with Bapu. This once however
I have the good Jailor's permission to send you a letter of love and I do so
at once so as to to be in your thoughts when this reaches you at the close of
this year. No one can say what the new year has in store for us, but we face’
it with a cheer strengthened by the confidence that there is a dear little company
of kindred spirits—far and yet near—to share mentally and spiritually whatever
may be in store for us.

Your article in the Christian Century was a thing we had all been waiting
for all these days! ‘Surely’, exclaimed Bapu in joyous astonishment, ‘Charlie
can't be going about with all my letters to him written during the past 12
years I' But it is quite like you who have a knack of losing things which are
of no consequence but of keeping those which are of real value !

With very deep love
Yrs

Mahadeo
I may not write to you for months now : I have still nine months to serve-
but to serve none else but Bapu, what a joy !

*The letter is from Mahatma Gandhi’s Seccretary Mahadev Desal to Deenabandhu Andrews
lovingly addressed a8 Barodads, Gurudeva rushed to Yarveda Central Jail near Poona where Gandhiji
had undertaken s unto death in 1932. '



From a Maquette by Ramkinkar



sy
sl

.‘,; T r"]-;:‘. i{&ﬁc%u'fﬁﬂﬁf;'ﬂ'ﬁi@?ﬂj,‘

il

2L a'!
iy |7 ;".A-'r__ S
» ‘2’

taae

‘g.g.éf- S

X5

\
W

AN

-~
(B
I DA

\'.;-_ SR . _. ‘_ ; N E : - ) A PR .3 A ";".,
Qg !. ‘ :. 33 > =5 S ~;?‘7‘:‘.!,\-' \\ ‘_\'/f 4
\ Y B '&" 3 3 = 5 A3 g — . X L
l\ N 9y, g - : T T— / e =
- XN \» = 22 G, =7 = R (A R
\. \ .\;;.:‘ ._ X & a9 R ¥ ’ v T N
\\\\\\\ \ NAS o N SN \ N S PO SN

) \ \[,.}‘b
" 1} £ //.2-/////
Ty I A g Al
E e
Q. i

R e——— £4

A sketch by Nandalal Bose

Acknowledgements: R. R. Diwakar and Biswarup Bose



SARVQDAYA IN THE MODERN CONTEXT

—Talk delivered by Sri Jayaprabash Narayan in connection with Mahatma
'Gcmdhi Centenary quebmtions at Sinha Sadana, Santiniketan on 17, 1. 1969.

Thank you for the opportunity to come to Santiniketan.

I am generally reluctant to accept invitation to speak on Gandhiji, his
life and teachings. For I never belonged to the inner core of Gandhi's,
lieutanants and for long was a doubter of his methods. Therefore I lack the
authority to speak on him.

It is a matter of regret that I failed to come nearer Gandhiji during his life
time though I was moving more and more closer to him. By 1947 I almost
moved over to Gandhiji's position. Butit was only after his death I made
him my ‘guide and philosopher’ and there was no chance of having him as a
‘friend’ too. I wasa socialist and am still one. What concerned me most
was social and economic transformation of society. I started as a Marxian
socialist like any other. After’ Stalin purges’ I demarcated myself as a ‘demo-
cratic socialist’.

In our younger days often inside prison we were doubters of Gandhiji's
method of struggle, i. e. Satyagraha. Though participant in his movement
we were always looking forward towards an armed insurrection as the climactic
stage of India’s struggle for independence. But this proved to be wrong.
No one should claim that Gandhiji's was the only force responsible for India’s
independence. There were others starting from the terrorists of the early
period to Netaji’s I. N. A. and R.I N. Mutiny-all contributing to the final
victory. But the main stream in this confluence was the tremendous mass
awakening and resistance brought about by movements created and led by
Gandhiji. Historical circumstances like the disgrace of the British army in the
South-East Asian front helped. For that matter, no revolution in history ever
succeeded without such helpful historical circumstances. Lenin brought about
the Russian revolution making full use of Tzarist failure in the First World
War. I have no doubt that with all the other factors present and Gandhi and
his influence on the masses being absent we wouldn’t have got power from
the British in 1947. I arrived at this conclusion after my experiences of the
Quit India Movement in 1942.

By 1942 I was convinced about the efficacy of non-violent Satyagraha for
winning power from the British. But I was not clear even then how socio-eco
nomic transformation could be brought about by Gandhian method of struggle
Psychologically I was prepared to accept the Gandhian alternative to the commu-
nist one because of the experiences of communism as was being practised both
within and outside the country. All revolutionaries look at power as an
instrument, a means to achieve their end. But even such a great leader as Lenin
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could nor take his country to the ideal with the help of power. Because the
problem is what to do with to do with the power 7 Power can help in legisla- _
ting for social and economic transformations. But is legislation capable of
changing human values? Can socialism be practised through legislation ?
I have my doubts. I once took the C.S.P. programme to Gandhiji. The
programme contained the standard socialist or communist aim ‘from each
according to his capacity, to each according to his need’. Gandhiji remarked
‘If you can do this, you win my heart’, Socialism or Communism cannot be
achieved without a moral and spiritual revolution. And spiritual revolution
cannot be brought about by power. This brings us to the controversy about
means and ends. Unless steps are consistent with the goal it wouldn’t be
achieved. These were the questions that were agitating me when I met Vinoba.
I shall come to this later,

In all revolutions the top revolutionary leaders come to power after the
success of revolution. Not because they are greedy of power but because they
want to make use of the power for achieving their ideal. Here Gandhiji was
different. He did'nt come to power after independence, which he could -easily
do. Instead, he declared that his work only begins with transfer of power.
What was his work ? It was Sarvodaya.

Maybe he borrowed the term from Jain literature. It isthere in Buddhism
also. But he put a separate meaning into the term. He meant by Sarvodaya self-
government, equality, cooperation, community based on love. He knew that
human societies would perhaps not be able to do absolutely without state. So his
programme was to curb state power and limit functions of the state as far as
possible. This is very similar to the ideal of communism. He was a great
practical reformer too. But he belived that all intermediate steps must be
consistent with the final end. He believed that means are also ends. He
proposed an intermediate programme. The main features of his intermediate
goal were economic and social independence along with moral independence.
He also foresaw a struggle between military and civil power and declared that
military power must be subservient to civil power. This he included in the
draft which he was preparing in 1948,

His distinctive method lay in supplementing and if possible substituting
power by service. He emphasized that even if both power and service are
necessary, service must get the dominant role in a truly democratic society.

(Here J. P. made a remaik in passing that Visva-Bharati should try its best
to remain away from power as far as possible. Because that will enable it to
work according to its ideal.)

Gandhiji wanted to go to the people for making them selfreliant and he
wanted to create a moral sanction for his ideal from the bottom. Sarvodaya
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does not believe that real power can come to the people through elections
only. People have to exercise their control through day to day participation
in the affairs of their governance. Even in a mature democracy this participa-
tion is lacking because of the party system. :

Gandhiji wanted to organize a huge army of workers (Lokscvaks) for the
service of the people and reconstruction of the nation. He knew that people
working with powers in the government had to be supplemented by workers
engaged in taking the constructive programme to the people. Though Gandhiji
was complaining of the Congress leadership’s discbedience (after '47) yet I have
no doubt that even after 1947 he covld build up such an army out of the
innumerable selfless workers inside and outside the Congress. As far as I can
understand Tito has done it in Yugoslavia. He built up a voluntary force of
national construction. In India too if this call for mass mobilization, for national
reconstruction was there and a leader like Gandhi or Nehru was there to lead it,
we could have moved far ahead.

Gandhiji was a revolutionary in all aspects of life. If Gandhiji could set up
his Loksevak Sangh it would have been his greatest revolutionary contribution
to India, But that was not to be. He was assassinated. What happened ?
All the leaders, respected by people, went to share governmental power. There
was no division of job between service to the government and constructive work
programme. Long foreign rule already made our people look towards govern-
ment not as their own instrument but as a giver from outside. So after
independence too people waited for Delhi to act. Long unuse kept our
national limbs atrophied. It needed continuous exercise but there was no one to
lead the people in this exercise of freedom, self-reliance and national construc-
tion. There was no dearth of slogans. Undoubtedly Nehru was a great leader.
And he gave so many slogans—'Aram Haram Hay’ etc. But did it act? It
didn't. Not because Nehru was not loved: or respected but because it was
issued from the top.

What programme Gandhiji would have put forward before the country
facing problems of the construction work remains unknown. But he was a
genius in indentifying the root problem and mobilizing most backward masses
on slogans simple and vital. A non-violent revolution by people’s participation
for changing the people themselves might have been possible had there been
Gandhiji.

A socialist man has to emerge. Present day socialists deny the need for
individual socialist living and practice even within the present set-up.

When Bhaveji first started his Bhoodan my reactions to the movement
were similar to those of many others. But as land-redistribution was the
principal item in the Bhoodan programme and as I was also convinced abouyt the
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importance of land redistribution as the main lever of socio-economic transfor-
mation I wanted to join the movement and experiment the method in Gaya.
I met with some success there and was convinced that people could be persuaded
to move towards Bhoodan programme at least partially. Compared to Vinovaji's
high target of 1/6th of total cultivable lands in the country coming under
Bhoodan redistribution, the achievements so far attained are rather low. But
compared to government programme and its implementation Bhoodan achieve-
ment appears to be quite significant. The next phase of Bhaveji's programme
is— social and economic change. He wants a society essentially based on
closer communal cooperation. His view of the beneficial social structure is that
the society should be constituted of small viable self-governing communities.
The major failure of the community development movement has precisely been
in this respect.

We are now working with Gramdan Programme. The programme as such
does not contain any revolutionary idea, yet it is much ahead of any programme
placed before the people by any political party (including left communists)
seeking popular votes. The salient points of the programme are the following :

— voluntary surrender of the legal title to land.

— Gram Sabha to become collective owner of land.

— OlId owners remain permanently settled as tenants to their ex-holdings.

For all practical purposes the owners retain their rights say, 82 to 85

percent,

— 5 percent of land to be donated to Bhoodan.

— 95 percent of the land belongs to the owner and he cultivates it with his

own resources and contributes 1/40th of the total product to Gram Sabha.

— Right of allienatfon gets limited.

No one outside the Gram Dan Movement can buy Gram Dan Land.

— Agricultural labour shares—An agricultural labourer contributes 12

man-days in a year for the Gram Sabha.

— All decisions of the Gram Sabha are to be arrived at unanimously or

by general consensus.

Legislation will follow persuasion and voluntary donation, i. e., legislation
after conversion. This is democratic socialism.

We all agree that so far Gramdans were paper gramdans. We are now
moving towards a gradually ascending order of Gramdans based on a real
voluntary mass movement, From Gramdan towards Bihar Dan.

e ——————t

Note prepared by Sj. Nripendtanath Bandyopadhyay,



TWO-IN-ONE
Manoranjan Guha

We all know about the letter Gurudev put into Mahatma Gandhi's hands
as he was departing at the conclusion of his visit to Santiniketan in February
1940. This was Gandhiji's last visit to Santiniketan during Gurudev's lifetime,
and that letter, one might, say was the great founder's last will and testament in
respect of Visva-Bharati. By it Visva-Bharati was bequeathed to the nation
and Gandhiji was nominated executor of the testator’s will more truly than this
could be done by a legal document. The letter said,

*“...Accept this institution under your protection giving it an assurance of

permanence if you consider it to be a national asset. Visva-Bharatiis like

a vessel which is carrying the cargo of my life’s best treasure, and I hope it

may claim special care from my countrymen for its preservation.”

Gandhiji read the letter and wrote his reply in the tiain on his way to
Calcutta. Accepting, he said,

*...Of course Visva-Bharati is a national institution. It is undoubtedly also

international. You may depend upon my doing all I canin the common
endeavour to assure its permanence.”

The joint wish of Tagore and Gandhi could hardly be ignored by the State
and Visva-Bharati has been assured of permanence, so far as permanence is
assurable by the State. But of course to Gandhiji, as to Gurudev, permanence
meant much more than this. To them, external permanence which is attainable
through money and other material resources would be valueless or even worse
than valuless in the absence of a permanence of the spirit. How Gandhiji as
the executor of Gurudev's will would act to help ensure this latter permanence
for Visva-Bharati we can see from the answers he gave to questions put by
workers here and the exhortations he made to them in December 1945 during
what was destined to be his last visit to Santiniketan. Gandhiji had once
called Gurudev “the Great Sentinel”. If Gandhiji had lived longer Visva-Bharati
would have found in him not only a great sentinel but an active overseer, too.
Perhaps we never realized the full grievousness of Visva-Bharati's special loss
due to Gandhiji's death.

The executor's role was cut short by death but, mercifully, not before he
could leave enough guide-lines which Visva-Bharati can ignore only at the cost
of its loyalty to Gurudev himself. In the light of later events, much of what
Gandhiji said during the 1905 visit could be taken as constituting his own will
and testament regarding Visva-Bharati. The record of that visit is an invaluable
guide-book for us, which should be read and re-read, especially whenever any
doubt or despondency assails our minds. .To anybody—whether a teacher or a
student or any other worker of Visva-Bharati—when he is in a dilemma, when
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choosing between options involves a difficult moral decision or when it is not
easy to determine whether a proposed step would be, in the short or long run,
conducive or antagonistic to the aims of the institution, that record, containing
as it does Gandhiji's many clear pronouncements as well as pregnant hints,
should be a perennial provider of light. Questions from diverse angles were
put by members of the staff seeking Gandhiji’s advice. We shall refer here to
one such question and answer. It has crucial bearing on the very rawson d'etre
of Visva-Bharati as seen through Gandhiji's eyes. Here it is in Gandhiji's words,
taken from Pyarelal’s roport :

“Then it was said by Krishna Kripalani that they did not know what
they were aiming at or stood for, what the sum-total of the energies of
Santiniketan and Sriniketan signified. My answer is that the ideal before
youis not to represent Bengal or even India: you have to represent the
whole world. Gurudev’s claim was not smaller than that. He stood for
for humanity as a whole. He could not do that unless he represented India
with its destitute dumb millions. That should be your aspiration as well.
Unless you represent the mass mind you will not represent Gurudev as a
man, You may represent him as a singer, asa painter, or as a great poet
but you won't represent him, and history will say of Gurudev that
his institution was a failure. I do not want history to give that verdict.”
Nobody before Gandhiji had put Gurudev’s significance and Visva-Bharati's
responsibility to represent him in this light. Essentially, what Gandhiji meant
was that to be true to Gurudev was primarily to try to fashion one’s life and in
the case of Visva-Bharati, its corporate life, after the ideals whose realization
was the aim of his Gurudev’s sadhana. Everything else must be subservient to
this. Visva-Bharati should of course be a pre-eminent centre of study of
Gurudev as a poet, as an artist, as a composer of music, as a philosopher and
so on, Such study does facilitate our understanding, and enlarge our
enjoyment of his works, Interpretations are useful and can even adorn the
original legacy. But the study of Rabindranath can be carried on anywhere,
not at Santiniketan only. In fact it is desirable that centres of such study
should grow and multply not only in India but in other parts of the world.
The point here is that those who are engaged, whether at Santiniketan or
elsewhere, in the study of Rabindranath as a poet, or asa painter or asa
music-maker or as a thinker can not really regard themselves as guardians of
his fame in these roles, because Rabindranath’s creations in these fields will
for ever speak for themselves as well as for their creator, The rich mines he
has left in these fields will never lack exploiters. In fact, in those fields Gurudev
necds no guardians of his fame. _

If Gurudev needs any guardians of his fame it is in the sphere of his sadhana
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to realize an all-comprehensive ideal of living in an ever-expanding relationship
of love with all humanity. This love permits no exclusiveness or isolationism,
It keeps knowledge from becoming a handmaid of self-aggrandising power and
frees culture from its bondage to the privileged. It will not allow the sacrifice
of human dignity to arrogance of status or compromise with injustice, however
prettily dressed. It is here that “the destitute dumb millions” come in. It is
here that the sadhak’s prayer to God to bend his heart down to the lowliest, the
despised and the down-trodden of the earth rises to the highest poignancy. It
is here that Gandhiji seeks and finds the essence of Rabindranath as “‘a universal
man”. Itis here that Gandhiji points to Santiniketan’s and Visva-Bharati's
special task to represent Gurudev as a man, that is by ‘rying to realize
Gurudev's ideal which is an ideal of living. Gandhiji believed that only tliose
who followed this ideal of living could aspire to be guardians of Gurudev's fame
and to them only words like “‘followers™” and “devotees™ could truly apply.

Substantially, the same point was made by Gandhiji in a letter to Maganlal
Gandhi as far back as 1918 in a reference to Gurudev’s ideals at Santiniketan.
To illustrate the point Gandhiji took the example of Rama, Bharat and Lakshman
from the Ramayan. He said that there must have been kings other than Rama
who destroyed rakshasas but whether they had some of Rama’s other great
qualities or not, their fame was ephemeral whereas Rama’s fame has shone
through the ages. This has been so because Rama had devotees like Bharat and
Lakshman who in their lives exemplified the ideals projected by Rama. Thus
they became true representatives of Rama and, thereby guardians of his fame.
What Bharat and Lakshaman did for Rama Gandhiji wanted Visva-Bharati to do
for Gurudev. Only thus can Visva-Bharati according to Gandhiji fulfil its basic
mission and become a living and continuous monument to Gurudev.

We shall conclude by recalling just another of Gandhiji's remarks made at
his meeting with the staff members during the 1945 visit. A questioner said
that he was bewildered, being pulled in two different directions by the ideals of
Gurudev and Gandhiji both of which appealed to him. Gandhiji's reply was
forthright. The suggestion that there was a conflict between Gurudev and him
was, Gandhiji said, “a reflection on both Gurudev and myself. I have found no
conflict between us. I started with a disposition to detect a conflict between
Gurudev and myself but ended with the glorious discovery that there was
none.” This was the statement of a man who never arrived at a judgment
without the most scrupulous weighment of evidence and the most exacting
possible self-examination and who would never, merely to please or to seek an
easy way out, utter what he did not whole-heartedly believe to be the truth. If
we belive that the spirit of Gurudev hovers over Santiniketan then we should
believe that the spirit of Gandhiji also hovers over here and further, that they
are not two, but one spirit or two-in-one.
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Reception to Mahatmaji

The formal reception to Mahatmaji was held at 3-30 P. M. in the sunlit
Mango Grove where Mahatma Gandhi walked all the way from the Shyamali.
Besides the inmates of the asrama a large crowd from Bolpur and neighbouring
villages silently bordered the grove which resounded with the sonorous chants
of Vedic mantras,

Gurudeva garlanded Mahatma Gandhi and welcomed him in these words :

“I hope we shall be able to keep close to a reticent expression of love in welcoming
you into our ashrfima and never allow it to overflow into any extravagant display of
phrases. Homage to the great naturally seeks its manifestation in the language of
simplicity and we offer you these few words to let you know that we accept you as
our own as one belonging to all humanity.

Just at this moment there are problems that darken our destiny. These we bnow
are crowding your path and none of us is free from their attack. Let us for a while
pass beyond the bounds of this turmoil and make our meeting to-day a simple meeting
of hearts whose memory will yemain when all the moral confusions of our distracted
politics will be allayed and the eternal value of our true endeavour will be revealed.”

Replying in Hindi Mahatma Gandhi made feeling references to C.F,
Andrews who, he said, was lying seriously ill in Calcutta :

“At the very outset I call to mind Andrews whom I met the very first thing in
the morning in Calcutta. It was his very great desire to see me and the poet meet here
at Santimbketan. We all regret his absence at to-day’s function. Let us pray that
he may recover at an early date and that God may give him peace.

Even though 1 call this visit a pilgrimage, allow me to say that I am no visitor

here. 1 feel asif I had come to my home. I recollect in this comnection the early
days of the asrama in 1915 when its hospitality was made available to me and my
family, who had nowhere to lay our heads.

Ever since that time I have had numerous occasions to realize what love Gurudeva
has for me. Naturally, therefore, I seized the very first opportunity to come to him
begging his blessings. As usual I have succeeded in my begging mission, I have
recewed Gurudeva’s blessings and my heart is full to the brim with joy. I shall
speak no further, because where the velation is one of love words are of no use.”

—We reproduce here pages from two consecutive numbets of the Visva-Bharati News teporting the visit
of Mahatma Gandhi to Santiniketan in February, 1940,
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Santiniketan and Sriniketans

The most outstanding event of the
month was the two days' visit of
Mahatmaji and Kasturibai, who arrived
on February 17 for two days of quiet
repose in our asrama.

Despite precautions taken Santini-
ketan was inundated with visitors on
the occasion and we were hard put
to it to enable Mahatmaji to have his
desired rest,

Immediately after arrival and subse-
quently Mahatmaji held anxious discus-
sions with Gurudeva about the serious
turn C. F. Andrews’ illness had taken.
In their speeches and talks they
movingly referred to their friend
‘Charlie’ whose absence at the: auspi-
cious occasion was regretted by both.

During his sojourn here Mahatmaji
visited the various departments of
Santiniketan and Sriniketan, attended
the performance of Chandaliba espe-
cially arranged for him, granted several
interviews and held long talks with
Gurudeva. He was obviously delighted
to renew old acquaintances and re-
visit familiar spots.

On the morning of February 19
Mahatmaji took leave of Gurudeva and
the inmates of the asrama and left for
Calcutta. We hope that he would pay
many more visits to Santiniketan which
he calls his “second home.”

An account of the reception given
to Mahatmaji at the Amra Kunja on

* From the Visva-Bharati News=—March, 1940,

the afternoon of his arrival will be
found elsewhere.

Our Upacharya C, F. Andrews is
lying seriously ill in the
General Hospital, Calcutta.

He had an attack of dysentery while
residing in the asrama and towards the
last week of January decided to make
a journey to Calcutta in order to
undergo a course of treatment there.
Subsequently he developed high blood
pressure and other symptoms necessi-

Presidency

tating a minor operation for the latter.
The operation along with a number
of serious complications brought severe
strain on his system and for over a
week now his condition has been
causing grave anxiety.

Numerous friends and admirers of
C.F. Andrews will be glad to know
that all possible arrangements
been made for his nutsing and medical
treatment. The medical council formed
in co-operation between the authorities
of the Presidency General Hospital
and some of the best Indian ' physicians
and surgeons outside, will enable the
public to get authoritative news from
time to time.

The second operation, which it
seems has to be undertaken in order to
deal radically with the disease, will be
postponed for the time.

have
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Two Letters

The following extract from Harijan ( March 2 ) together with Mahatmaji's reply to Gurudeva’s letter
bearing as they do Gandhiii’s impression of his recent visit to the asrama will be of interest to many of
our readers. '

*“The visit to Santiniketan was a pilgrimage to me.

Santiniketan is not new to me. I was first there in 1915 when it was yet
taking shape, not that it is not doing so even now. Gurudev is himself growing.
Old age has made no difference to the elasticity of his mind. Santiniketan will,
therefore, never cease to grow so long as Gurudev’s spirit broods over it. He
is in everyone and everything in Santiniketan. The veneration in which he
is held by everyone is uplifting because it is spontaneous. It certainly uplifted.

The title the grateful students and staff gave him accurately describes the
position he commands in Santiniketan. He does so because he has lost himself
to the place and the congregation. I saw that he was living for his dearest
creation Visva-Bharati. He wants it to prosper and to feel sure of its future.
He had a long talk about it with me but that was not enough for him, and so,
as we parted, he put into my hands the following precious letter : —

Uttarayan
19, 2. 40.

Dear Mahatmai,

You have just had a bird s-eye view this morning of our Visva-Bharati centre
of activities. I do not know what estimate you have formed of its merit. You
know that though this institution is national in its immediate aspect it is international
in its spirit, offering according to the best of its means India’s hospitality of culture
to the vest of the world.

At one of its critical moments you have saved it from an utter break-down and
helped it to its legs. We are ever thankful to you for this act of friendliness.

And, now, before you take your leave of Santiniketan I make my fervent appeal
to you. Accept this institution under your protection, giving it an assurance of.
permanence if you consider it to be a national asset. Visva-Bharati is like a vessel
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which is carrying the cargo of my life’s best treasure, and I hope it may claim
special care from my countrymen for its preservation.

Wiih love
Rabindranath Tagore

Who am I to take the institution under my protection ? It carries God's
protection because it is the creation of an earnest soul. 1tisnot a show thing.
Gurudev himself is international because he is truly national.. Therefore all
his creation is international and Visva-Bharati is the best of all.

I have no doubt whatsoever that Gurudev deserves to be relieved of all
anxiety about its future so far as the financial part is concerncd. In my reply
to his touching appeal I have promised all the assistance I am capable of
rendering. This note is the beginning of the effort.

The following is the text of Mahatmaji's reply to Gurudeva’s letter :—

On the way to Calcutta
19. 2. 40
Deay Gurudev,

The touching note that you put into my hands as we parted has gone straight into
my heart. Of course Visvabharti is a national institution. It +s undoubtedly also
international.  You may depend upon my doing all I can in the common endeavour
to assure its permanence.

I look to you to beep your promise to sleep religiously for about an hour during
he day.

Though I have always regarded Santiniketan as my second home, this visit has
brought me nearer to it than ever before.

With reverence and love,

Yours
M. K. Gandhi



MAHATMA GANDHI CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS

The following functions were held at Visva-Bharati early this month beginning
on the eve of the auspicious day of Mahatma Gandhi's Birth Centenary. A
detailed report will appear next month.

Date

1 October,
Wednesday

2 QOctober,
Thursday

4 October,
Saturday

Time
6-45 P. M.

4-30 A. M.

7-00 A. M.
8-30 A. M.

6-00 P. M.

6-45 P. M.

8-15 A. M.

2-30 p. M.
6-45 P. M.

Function Venue
Film Show Gour Prangana
“Mahatma”
Vaitalik Santiniketan.
Vinaya-Bhavana
Sriniketan
Mandir

Homage to Gandhiji Natyaghar
by the students of

Patha-Bhavana &

Siksha-Satta

Illumination Gour Prangana,
Dehali, Sinha
Sadana Purva &
Paschim Torana,

Shyamali.
Dance Drama—
“Chandalika” Gour Prangana
Seminar on “The Natyaghar
concept of man in
Gandhiji’s Philosophy
-do- -do- N

Dramatic Performance ; Gour Prangana
“Je Alote Mukh Dhuye”
(on the life of Gandhiji)



NEWS AND NOTES

The birth centenary of Jagadananda Roy was celebrated at a meeting held
under the auspices of Patha-Bhavana at Sinha-Sadana on Aswin 3 (Septem-
ber 20 ). Sj. Pramathanath Bisi, renowned author and old boy of Santiniketan
and Sj. Hirendranath Datta, well-known writer and late Adhyapaka of Visva-
Bharati, were the principal speakers of the evening. Adhyapaka Upendrakumar
Das of Vidya-Bhavana presided over the function.

After the opening song, Adhyapaka Niranjan Sarkar who had been himself a
pupil of Jagadananda Ray welcomed the distinguished guests on behalf of Visva-
Bharati. He gave an outline of further programmes of the centenary celebra-
tions undertaken at Visva-Bharati By way of introducing the celebrated
teacher to the students, Sj. Sarkar gave a brief life-sketch of Jagadananda Ray
touching upon the sterling qualities of the man for which his students wiil
always cherish his memory with reverence and affection.

Sj. Pramathanath Bisi who was one of the earliest students ot Jagadananda
Ray spoke of the dedicated service that he had rendered to Santiniketan in
various capacities under the inspiring influence of Gurudeva. Sj. Bisi was
understandably in a nostalgic mood and with his characteristic wit, dwelt upon
some of the lighter aspects of his intimate relationship with Jagadananda Babu.
He made feeling reference to the softer side of the otherwise stern personality of
Jagadananda Babu recalling in particular, the day he took leave of his beloved
teacher. Speaking of the pioneering work of Jagadananda in the field of
scientific literature, Sj. Bisi said that the direct homely style which he hewed
for presenting hard facts of science to laymen and especially children was
still unparalled. It is for this unique style of his that Jagadananda will have a
niche in the temple of literary fame. Referring to the many-sided character of
Jagadananda Babu, Sj. Bisi bore witness to his superb acting in several roles of
Gurudeva's dramas. He ventured to say that the character of Dada in
Phalguni was portrayed by Gurudeva after Jagadananda.

Sj. Hirendranath Datta had never met Jagadananda Ray. But he recalled
how as a child, he had, at his father’s instance, written to Jagadananda Babu
from his remote East Bengal village, requesting him to explain ‘the wonderous
spectacle’ of Halley’s Comet and got a nice reply throwing further light on the
blazing phenomenon. Sj. Datta said that by virtue of his scientific writings, Jagada-
nanda held the position of the science-teacher of the younger generation of
Bengal as a whole of his time, The varied interests of J agadananda and his diverse
pursuits immensely enriched his personality and it was personality that made a
teacher worth the name, Sj. Datta observed.

Adhyapaka Upendrakumar Das in his presidential address recalled some of
the interesting aspects of Jagadananda Babu's character which he had observed
from the distance as a student of Siksha-Bhavana, He recounted a few incidents
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which showed that Jagadananda Babu, though a strict disciplinarian, had a heart
of gold.

The meeting ended with the singing of Amader Santiniketan.

Information has reached us about the celebration of Jagadananda birth
centenary at his home-town Krishnagar. A function was held at the
Krishnagar Public Library where Sj. Amiya Kumar Sen, formerly of Visva-
Bharati, opened an exhibition on the life and activities of Jagadananda. The
foundation stone of a proposed memorial to Jagadananda was laid by his
cousin, Sj. Shyamalananda Ray at Raypara, his birthplace on the same day.

°

Dr. Amiya Kumar Chakravarty, long associated with Gurudeva and Gandhiji
and at present Professor of World Religions, State University College of New
York (USA) had recently been to India on an assignment at Panjabi University,
Patiala. From New York Dr. Chakravarty came by way of the Soviet
Union where he stopped for a visit to Tolstoy’s home and farm in Yasnaya
Polyana. The Director of the Tolstoy Museum after taking him round took a
sprig of Jasmine from Tolstoy's garden, simply saying, "Could you place this
on the Gandhi Memorial Stone at Rajghat ?” This was a sacred and tender
thought which came out of the deep spiritual contact which two of the greatest
minds of West and East had established over half a century ago. So the sprig
of Jasmine which a thundering Russian jet had helped in transporting from
Moscow to Delhi was quickly placed by an Indian Scholar pilgrim on a saintly
memorial. Dr. Chakravarty also placed before Prime Minister Indira Gandhi a
suggestion of Director Puzin that a Gandhi exhibition be arranged in this
centennial year in Yasnaya Polyana.

During his short stay in this country, Dr. Amiya Chakravarty visited
Santiniketan twice, early in August and again in September. The Study Circle
of Visva-Bharati arranged a talk by Dr. Chakravarty on the evening of
September 12. In his talk entitled Modern Poetry and Scientific Thought, the
speaker emphasised the need to recover the unity of feeling in the context
of everyday, contemporary life. The professional, intellectualized or ritualistic
versions of religion he characterized as a dogma far removed from the spirit
of science and poetry. Higher science was of course to be distinguished from
mere mechanism and the terror and triviality of know-how. Through the higher
science a scientist, like FEinstein, was able to climb to the stars which the
religionist could not hope to match. Modern life had somehow to recover the
primal, unitive consciousness and not degrade itself with emotionalism or
supernaturalism. The roadblock of verbiage and insensitivity removed, poets
and scientists would be free to .find “Existence is enough”. The new poetry-
‘and science-will not preach, but make us more aware,
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Dr. Chakravarty's speech was summed up by Dr. Sisir Kumar Ghosh at the
end of the meeting.

We are happy to note that Rabindra Bharati conferred the degree of
D. Litt, Honoris Causa, on Prof. Chakravarty, along with Poet Jasimuddin,
Kazi Nazrul Islam and Tarasankar Bandyopadhyaya at a Special Convocation
held in Calcutta on the 11th September last.

The Introduction Meeting of the new entrants to Kala-Bhavana was held at
Nandan on the evening of September 13. There was a variety programme of
music and dances given by the students including the freshers. The function
was presided over by the Upacharya, Dr Kalidas Bhattacharya. Highlights of
the programmes werte Bodhu Baran dance, Bihu Dance, Bhangra dance and
Space Odyssey or journey to the planets all of which were highly appreciated
by the packed audience.
°

The birth anniversary of Silpaguru Abanindranath was observed at a meeting
organised by the Kala-Bhavana Chatra Sammelani at Nandan on the evening
of September 24. Sj Dhirendra Krishna Dev Barman presided over the meeting
and Sj Benode Behari Mukhopadhyay gave an illuminating talk on the art of
Abanindranath.

°

A photographic exhibition of Adhyapaka Kashinath Bhattacharya was held at
Nandan last month.
A special exhibition from the Ceylon collections of Kala-Bhavana was
recently held at Nandan.
°

A group of eight French students was at Santiniketan in early September
for Campus Stay under the programme of Experiment in International Living.
On their arrival on September 1, they were given a reception at an Orientation
meeting with a welcome address by Dr Sisir Kumar Ghosh. While the seven
lady students of the party stayed at the guest house the only member
Mr Christian Mallet shared the community life of our young men at the
Vidya-Bhavana Boys' Hostel. All of them had their meals at the general
refectory. During their stay the visitors attended classes of different Arts
faculties and went round the various departments of Visva-Bharati. A special
exhibition was arranged at Nandan at which Adhyapaka D. N. Kowshik
explained to the visitors the growth and evolution of Indian Renaissance
Painting with the help of slides. Adhyapaka Kanchan Chakravarty gave an
illustrated lecture on the Raga-Ragini Paintings of Western India and Indian



118 OCTOBER 1969

Folk Art. The party visited Sriniketan where they were taken round the
different sections. Later they made an on-the-spot study of the village
re-construction work by the Social Work department of P. S. S: at Benuria.
On the eve of their departure the visiting group met our students at a farewell
function organised by the Chatra Sammelani on the 9th. evening. A programme
of entertainments was gone through under the supervision of Sj Sushil Kumar
Bhanja, Adhakshya, Sangit-Bhavana. Much to the delight of all, the visitors
also contributed to the programme with songs and music. Dr R. S. Tomar,
Adhyaksha, Hindi-Bhavana, who was in charge of the visitors, took all care to
make their stay comfortable and fruitful.

A batch of twentytwo students accompanied by eight teachers recently partici-
pated in the Commonwealth Youth Festival held at Rabindra Natyasala, New
Delhi in the first week of September. The party was involved in a railway
accident on the way to Delhi but our students stood well the shock and minor
injuries sustained. On the 9th September night, they staged Gurudeva’s
Chandalika which won praise and admiration from all quarters. The cast
consisted of Bharati Ray ( Prakriti ), Pratibha Singha Ray ( Mother ), Kumkum
Kapoor ( Ananda ), Senaratna ( Curd-seller ) and Wijeratna ( Guard ), all of
whom rendered their parts exceedingly well. The dancing group consisting of
Srirupa Chakravarty, Sakuntala Pareek, Jayasri Mukherjee, Damayanti Aubeluck
Sunanda Ray, Manju Chakravarty, Hena Dev, Rukheswar Barma and Jayanta
Saha impressed the audience by their elegant performance. Rina Sen, Gouri
Sengupta, Kalyani Dattagupta, Sarmila Ray, Ashok Ganguli and Arabinda
Chatterjee gave excellent support with their songs. Sj. Nirmal Nandi, Sj. K.
Poduval and Sj. Madhav Mukherjee assisted in the music. Sj. Amubi Singh was
in charge of the dance. Sj. Sukhen Ganguli assisted by Sm. Rita Hui helped with
the decorations and make-up. Syed Badrudozza and Rathin Sengupta represent-
ing Visva-Bharati Chatra Sammelani participated in the meetings and discussions
held during the festival.

At the invitation of the Bengali Higher Secondary School, New Delhi, our
party gave another performance of Chandalika on the boards of the Indra-
prastha College on September 8, The show was preceded by a short programme
of Tagore songs.

Adhyapika Arati Basu accompanied the party as teacher in charge of the
girl students. Dr, Biswanath Bandyopadhyay was the contingent in charge,
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The following meetings of the Visva-Bharati Study Circle were arranged during
the months of August and September, 1969.

1. Sri Sunanda Kar. a noted scholar and litterateur of Orissa spoke on
“Philosophy of Rabindranath” on the 25th October, 1969.

2. Dr. Partha Ghosh of the department of Physics, Visva-Bharati gave a talk
on “The Special Theroy of Relativity” on the 8th September, 1969.

3. Professor Amiya Chakravarty, noted poet, delivered a lecture on *“‘Modern
Poetry and Scientific Thought” on the 12th September, 1969,

4. Sri Khageswar Mahapatra of the department of Oriya, Visva-Bharati, read a
paper entitled “IES! (W € WHAF| FAATA,-AYF FEAT 78 77" on the
15th September, 1969.

5. Sri Pabitrakumar Ray of the department of Philosophy, Visva-Bharati read
from his work “Alienation and the Philosophy of Rabindranath” on the

22nd September, 1969.

All the meetings were well attended.
°

Well in advance of the autumn recess the students of Visva-Bharati are
intensely busy with rehearsals of every kind. Nearly a month is packed with
dramatic performances and other entertainments. Gour Prangana is alive
with play-goers almost every evening. The festival spirit is caught up by
members of the staff as well and they join the students on the stage or produce
shows of their own.

Sarodotsava is customarily observed through a dramatic "performance at
Santiniketan. This year the ‘University’ play was the Sanskrit dratha Swapna
Vasavdatta of Bhas staged on September 27. The drama season had of course,
begun earlier with the staging of Natak Noy by the residential students of
Siksha-Bhavana. Gurudeva's Achalayatan was presented by Palli Siksha Sadana
students on September 28. Much to the regret of all the play was marred by
the bad acoustics of Natyaghar where it was held in view of inclement weather.
The students of Siksha Satra gave a delightful performance of Amra Prajapati, a
play written by one of their teachers, Sj. Mohit Chakravarty on September 29.
The students of Siksha and Vidya Bhavanas jointly produced two short plays
Flu' and Athacha—the latter written by Adhyapaka Paritosh Bandyopadhyay—
both of which were sucessfnl. The staff and ex-students of Sriniketan staged
Tumi Sandhyar Megh at Sriniketan on October 1. A play written by
Adhyapaka Sunil Chandra Sarkar, Je Alote Mukh Dhuye was staged by
Vin aya-Bhavana on October 4. This drama based on an episode of Mahatma
Gandhi's life formed part of the Centennial celebrations.
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In between the dramatic performances there were programmes of other
descriptions. - The Research Scholars of the university arranged a variety
entertainment on Sept. 21 in aid of charity to the flood-stricken people of
Maldah. There was also a variety programme on September 25 under the
auspices of Sahityika. A pleasant function introducing the newly admifted
students of Sangit-Bhavana was held on September 26.

A combined meeting of the three vibhagas of Patha-Bhavana was held at
Natyaghar on September 23, under the presidentship of Sm. Lila Majumdar,
noted litterateur and ex-teacher of Santiniketan. The meeting was very
attractive with a miscellany of articles, recitations, English nursery songs,
Tagore songs, dances etc. The middle of the hall where the meeting took place
was beautifully decorated. Sm. Lila Majumdar who is especially known as a
writer of children’s literature, recalled with warm affection her old association
with the Santiniketan school. The few words she said by way of advice to the
youngsters had a literary flavour of their own. The boys and girls, she said,
should write direct from their experience and discard all that was extraneous,
however specious. Like Japanese flower arrangement, their writing should aim
at beauty in simplicity. Not a word should be used that would not be missed,
when dropped.

°

Sj. Sushendra Kumar Ghosh, Adhyapaka in Sculpture, Kala-Bhavana, left for
the U. K. on September 16, with a British Council Scholarship for one year.
Sj. Ghosh is to join the Goldsmith College in England.

Adhyapaka Kalyan Kumar Bagchi of the Department of Philosophy left for the
U. K. on October 3, under the Commonwealth Education Programme. Prof.
Bagchi will be at Oxford, Sterling and Edinburgh Universities during his stay
abroad. ,

°
We are very happy to learn that Dr. Sushovan Banerjee of our Medical
department has passed the Diploma examination in Clinical Pathology from the
School of Tropical Medicine, Calcutta, with distinction standing first with a gold
medal. Our congratulations to Dr. Banerjee.

®

Dr. Biswanath Banerjee, Professor and Head of the Department of Sanskrit,
Pali and Prakrit, has been elected a member of the Local Consultative Committee
( Head Quarters : Aligarh Muslim University ) of the Indian National Commi-
ssion for Co-operation of UNESCO on the “History of Literary Currents in

Central Asia."”
°
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Md. Abdul Haq Ansari, Head of the Department of Arabic, Persian and Islamic
studies, participated in an [nternational Seminar on “Guru Nanak's Life and
Teachings™ held on the occasion of the Quin-centenary celebrations of the
Guru, from September 3 to 5 under the auspices of the Panjabi University,
Patiala. Dr. Ansari read a paper on “Guru Nanak's view of God.” He has
contributed a treatise entitled “Islam—Belief and Practice : Theology and
Ethics” to the volume on Islam which was released at the inaugural session of
the Centenary Celebrations along with four other volumes on Hinduism,
Buddhism, Christianity and Sikhism. Dr. Ansari has also been clected a member
of the Adivsory Board of the Journal of Comparative Religion which is being
published by the Panjabi University.

Dr. Sanat Kumar Sen of the Department of Philosophy, visited the Centre of
Advanced Study in Philosophy, Madras University as an Exchange Teacher for
the period August 7 to 11. He read four papers at the weekly seminars there,
attended by teachers, research scholars and post-graduate students. The papers
created lively interest and led to stimulating discussions.

Dr. B. K. Chowdhury, Director and Sj. Sunil Sengupta, Assistant Director,
Agro-Economic Research Centre, attended a seminar held at Poona from
September 13 to 15 to discuss reorientation of the work of the village surveys
and re-surveys and the various theoretical. conceptual and analytical problems
connected with these surveys.

Silpotsava was celebrated at Sriniketan on September 17, 1969. The day was
ushered in with an early morning Vaitalik. The main function commenced
at 8.00 A. M. with the arrival of a traditional procession of workers and trainees
of the Cottage Industries and Extension Centres carrying with them various
tools and implements with which they work to the accompaniment of Guru-
deva's song “‘Jini Sakal Kajer Kajee”. Dr. Kalidas Bhattacharya, Upacharya,
presided over the main function and Adhyapaka Sri Sambhu Ghose, Minister,
Cottage and Small Scale Industries, West Bengal, was the Guest-in-Chief.
Sj. Brajagopal Goswami recited Vedic hymns and Sj. Jagabandhu Misra read
out their Bengali transiations. Appropriate passages from Gurudeva's writir.gs
were read out by Sj. Dwipendranath Mukhopadhyay.

After the song “Sab Kaje Hath Lagai Mora” was sung the Upacharya in his
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address welcomed the Chief Guest and others present, and explained the
significance of the Silpotsava.

The Guest-In-Chief Prof. Sambhu Ghosh, in his brief address emphasized
the crying need for revival of the Cottage Industries in West Bengal.

After the main ceremony, a three-day exhibition of Handicrafts was opened at
the Silpa-Sadana by Sj. Pannalal Dasgupta, M. L. A. It was visited by a good
number of visitors from the surrounding villages. The lay-out and decor of
the exhibition were very attractive. The exhibits contained a wide variety
of artistic handicrafts including the work of Siksha Satra students.
A swimming competition was organised at Sriniketan on the day participated
by the students of Visva-Bharati and the village boys and girls. Sj. Santosh
Ray, an ex-worker of Sriniketan presided over the function and gave away
the prizes.
In the afternoon at 3 P M an exhibition Ha-du-du match was played between
staff and ex-students vs. students of Sriniketan, in which the former won by 3-1.
Later in the afternoon an exhibition Football match was played between
Ashutosh College X and Visva-Bharati XI, the former team won the game by
3 goals to nil.
In the evening a musical soiree was held Rabindra-Sangit by the students of
Siksha~-Charcha and variety performance by the students of F.C. W. T. C.
won much appreciation.

°

The following office bearers of the Silpa-Sadan Chatra Sammilani were duly
elected on 9. 9. 69 for the year 1969-70.

President-—Sri Arunkanti Sen, General Secretary, Md. Anwarul Quader,
Secretary for social and cultural activities Md. Mohafujal Islam, Secretary for
games—Sri Sailendranath Saha, Students representatives—Md. Zahidul Islam
and Sri Prasanta Kumar Saha.

A tea stall, organised Ly the Silpa-Sadan Chatra Sammilani, was an attraction
on the day of Silpotsava.

The newly admitted students of Silpa-Sadana Training Section were introduced
to the present students and staff at a function held on 22 9. 69. The Upacharya
presided over the meeting.

Under the Gandhi Centenary programme of the Palli Samgathan Vibhaga
Sramadan and beautification projects were organised by the Village Extension
Section at Monedanga Santal Para. 100 Adibasi villagers on the 6th
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September volunteered to renovate the Adult Education House. Cleaning
of jungles, repair of roads etc were also undertaken by the villagers.

Teams from Bergram-Bratidal, Paruldanga, Kankali Vidyapith and Siksha-
Satra, participated in the Rural School Football Tournament (League) organised
by the Physical Education Unitof P.S. V. with active co-operation of the
Bratibalaka organisation of Village Extension Section. On 5.9. 69, Sj. Satyadas
Chakravarty, Adhyaksha, P. S, V. inaugurated the Tournament.

Under the auspices of the P.S.V. a village workers' conference was held
at Sriniketan on the 21st September. This was presided over by the
Adhyaksha, P. S. V. Sj Satyadas Chakravarty and Sj. Pannalal Dasgupta,
M. L. A. graced the occasion by his presence. 25 village workers took part in
the discussion. To celebrate the Gandhi Centenary Programme in the surroun-
ding villages a week-long fixture was also drawn up from 2and October to 8th
Oct. 69 at the meeting.

On the 2lst September. a story-telling competition was held at
Sriniketan under the guidance of the Brati-Balaka organisation of Village
Extension Section, Thirty selected Bratibalakas and Bratibalikas and pupils
from Adult Education Centres took part in it. Prizes were awarded by
Sj Kalidas Ghosh, Rector, Siksha-Satra, for the best performances.

The Birbhum District Service-cum-Marketing Indurtrial Cooperative Union
has been formed at Sriniketan with Sj Manoranjan Guha as President and
Sj Santabrata Chattopadhyay as Secretary. The inauguration of the Union was
performed by Prof. Sambhu Ghose, Minister of Cottage and Small Scale
Industries, Government of West Bengal at a ceremony held at Sriniketan on

September 18.

We welcome in our midst the following members of the staff who have
joined Visva Bharati service recently :
1. Dr. N. B. Majumdar—Professor of Education, Vinaya-Bhavana
2. Sri Subrata Choudhuri—Adhyapaka in Bengali, Patha-Bhavana.

Ahout 200 boys and girls of Patha-Bhavana are being given training in swimming
for an hour in the forenoon twice a week.
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Three boys of Patha-Bhavana one in basketball, one in football and one
in swimming ¢ Soumya Mohanti, Amitava Chatterjee and Bidyut Datta )
have heen selected to participate in trial matches for selection of West
Bengal State Teams for the coming All India National School Games (Autumn).

The Patha-Bhavana Football team this year went up to the quarter-final of the
State level Subrata Mukherjee Cup. In this match Patha-Bhavana lost to
Don Bosco School of Nadia by 3—0 goals. Patha-Bhavana also played a
friendly match with Batanagar School, Patha-Bhavana lost by 3—0 goals.

3. (a) Visva-Bharati Senior Boys' team participated in friendly matches at
Visva-Bharati with the following outstation teams :

(a) Kalyani Uhiversity Kalyani won by 3-0 goals

(b) D.S. A. Birbhum D. S. A. won by 2-0 goals

(c) Narendrapur R. Mission Astam Drawn.one all

(d) Jugajatri Club, Bolput Jugajatri won by 2-0 goals
. (e) Burdwan University Burdwan won by 3-0 goals

(b) At the invitation of Jadavpur University our Senior boys’ team played a
friendly football match with Jadavpur University team at Rabindra Sarobar
Stadium. Jadavpur won by 5-2 goals.

On the Teachers’ Day ( September 5) a football match was held at Santini-
ketan between the teachers of Visva-Bharati and Bolpur College Visva-
Bharati teachers won by 2-1 goals.

The following programmes of Visva-Bharati can be heard from the Calcutta
Station of All India Radio on the dates mentioned against them.

October 28, 6-30 p. m. ( instead of 27th, 9-30 p. m. ) General : ={TFIRAT
October 29, 6-30 p. m.—Rural: #tsste sty af3gete

November 24, 9-30 p. m.—General : fa4erae1tS 2i51f7wtss]

November 26, 6-30 p. m.—Rural : @tz ke wsfra

SANGIT-CHAKRA

Sangit-Chakra, an informal association of music lovers, came into existence early
this year. It has since organized quite a number of well-thought out
programmes of distinctive quality and taste. The circle from the very
beginning has had a definite purpose —namely, creating an atmosphere in which
local music lovers and musicians can come in contact with each other and
musicians from outside can also be invited at times. The sessions aim 4t an
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educative value and not just providing entertainment. This fact is clearly
reflected in the over-all organisation of the circle and its particular programmes.
The circle is open to all having a genuine interest in music no matter whether
they are students, teachers or residents of Santiniketan or complete strangers.

After the summer vacation so far the following programmes of Sangit-Chakra
have been gone through.

1.
2.
3.

4,

50
6.

Recorded popular old songs.

Kheyal and Thumri presented by Sm. Mamata Dasgupta.

French music programme directed by Mme Veilhem and performed

by students.

The students and teachers of different Bhavanas presented songs selected
in a manner to demonstrate ‘‘Rabindra Sangite Vaichitra”

Recorded classical music by Old Masters.

Violin recital by Sj. Robin Ghosh of Calcutta.

Sj Anadi Das, Sj Dilip Das and Sj Manas Dasgupta provided accon:pani
ment on the Tabla in the different programmes. Sj. Jyotsna Ghosh and
Sm. Sahana Mukhopadhyay accompanied on the Violin.

Suman Sarkar



OBITUARY

We deeply regret to announce the death of the famous actor-director and
producer Modhu Bose on September 27. Son of the famous geologist Pramatha-
nath Bose, he was for sometime a student of Santiniketan, the account of his
stay here being recorded in his autobiography. He staged Gurudeva's Dahlia
very successfully in Calcutta and produced two of his books Giribala and
Sesher Kabita on the screen. His death is a loss to the cultural life of
Calcutta. '

We are very sad to learn that Sm. Sulata Sinha Choudhuri, ex-student of
Siksha Charcha, Sriniketan died suddenly on the 17th of last month at the very
early age of 34. At the time of her death she was working as the headmistress
of Madhaipur Pre-Basic School. We offer our sincere condolences to the
bereaved family.
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On the occasion of the eightieth birthday of our late Acharya Jawaharlal
Nehru, we reproduce below a letter written by Gurudeva in appreciation of
Jawaharlal's story of his own life and the latter's reply thanking the poet.

Santiniketan
May 31, 1936

Dear Jawaharlal,
I have just finished reading your great book and feel intensely impressed
and proud of your achievement. Through all its details there runs a deep

current of humanity which overpasses the tangles of facts and leads us to the
person who is greater than his deeds and truer than his surroundings.

Yours very sincerely
Rabindranath Tagore

Anand-Bhavan, Allahabad
June 10, 1936
Dear Gurudeva,

My sister has sent me your letter. Need I say how proud and grateful I
feel to have your commendation in such generous language ? Many friends
have used words of praise for my book, some have criticised it. But what you
have written goes to my heart and cheers and strengthens me. With your
blessings and good-will I feel I can face a world of opposition. The burdens
become lighter and the road straighter.

I go tonight to my sister at Mussoorie for a few days. With homage and

affection.
Yours

Jawaharlal Nehru

From the Visva-Bharati News, Silver Jubilee Number, 1957.



LETTERS TO GURUDEVA VOL : XXII
C. F. Andrews,

Continued from September Issue

(46)
Delhi
May 23 (1914]
My dear friend,

How formal and dead my own letter to you seemed to be when yours came
to me with its living pain this morning ! Forgive me my lack of sympathy.
Since this new letter I have been longing with an intensity of longing to be by
your side, yet I know that this was not needed for the Mother has been with
you all the while. But I have been with you since your letter came in very
deed—remembering you each moment : and it has given me a great comfort to
know that you culd turn to me and tell me what you were passing through.
That was your goodness. In this way you have been more faithful to our
friendship than 1.

Now the minutes and the hours seem leaden-weighted till I am free to
come to you. But just as I knew in South Africa that the very pain of
separation was leading my love higher, so I feel now. You are to go through
this alone, the Mother holding your hand : that was ordained : but when the
hour comes I shall bring you joy. That is my faith.

My heart is yours, my beloved friend, and you are teaching me in the only
way I can ever learn—through sympathy and love. Your letters have been
coming morning by morning like messengers with their strange changed note
from happiness to suffering. And I have been seeing—they have brought me,
—a vision of a larger, fuller life than I had ever known. It is dawning upon
me, and I am opening my dim eyes ; praying with awe that it may be given me,
through love, to enter that world which you have entered. There are so many
things I long to ask you but they can wait. [ will keep my heart’s love pure
that it may strengthen you.

All my own troubles are over, and I am strong again in the thought that you
have trusted me with your burden of pain.

With the deepest devotion.
Charlie



GANDHISM : A BRIEF CATECHISM

Acharya J. B. Kripalani had been to Santiniketan in connection with the inaugural
ceremony of Mahatma Gandhi Birth Centenary. He met the inmates of the Asvama
at Sinha Sadana on the evening of January 16, 1969 during which he answered
several questions put to him on the practical application of Gandhiji's technique of
non-violence and his programme of Khadi. We take this opportunity to publisk an
account of the very stimulating discussion from notes taken by Sj. Nripendranath

Bandyopadhyay.

Acharya Kripalani : 1 shall not deliver a formal lecture. It is my experience
that lecturing is a one-sided affair and that things said
pass over the heads of the audience. I might be talking
about one thing and the audience might be wanting to
know something very different. .

Question : Gandhiji was against partition, then who was for it ? Why
did it happen ?
X
A K.: Yes, Gandhiji was against partition., But Jawaharlal and

Maulana Azad were all for it. To overrule them would
have been contrary to democratic conventions. ...

Question : Couldn’t Gandhiji exert effective pressure on them ?

A K.: He exerted as much pressure as he could. It is all very
familiar to you. But do you know that Mountbatten went
to the extent of saying that he and not Gandhi controlled
the Congress then ? ... People sometimes call us blind
followers of Gandhi. On this issue at least, how I wish
we were so. ... Gandhiji was a revolutionary, perhaps the
greatest of them all. ... We were not as revolutionary as
Gandhiji was. We were frightened over the riots. ...The
Muslim leaders in the Congress did not exercise their
imfluence on the Muslim community. The truth of the
matter is that the Muslim leaders of the Congress had a
greater following among the Hindus than among the
Muslims. This is true of even Azad and Gaffar Khan.
Neither were the League leaders in close touch with their
people as is evidenced by the fact that no prominent
leader of the League visited Noakhali ... We tried to do
nothing about the riots. We simply got frightened ...
Gandhiji did not care how many people died. ... He cared
for the truth. He believed in martyrdom ..but it must be
our blood and not our opponent’s. ( ... I believe, had be
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Question :

A K.:

Question :
A K. :

Question ¢
A K.:

Question :
A.K.:

Question -

NOVEMBER 1969

believed in violence he would have been very much like
Mao .. ). But with us it was different. As I have said,
we were not prepared to face blood. He wanted to wait
for ten or fifteen years or more for independence, but we
did not. ... He was a ruthless revolutionary. Dharma must
be held up, whatever may be the consequences. But we
were not prepared for the horror. It was too much for

Partition wasa triumph of British diplomacy. Couldn’t
our leaders see through the game ?

Yes, it was a triumph of British diplomacy. ... We were
fools. We did see through the game. But,—and T have
already said this—we were afraid; afraid of blood and
deatbs ... you must remember that Gandhiji never believed
in mere death ; he was a sincere student of the Gita, from
where he drew his courage ..... .

Did Gandhi agree to cease-fire in Kashmir ?

No. It was Mountbatten’s business. The Raja had asked
for help, Gandhiji had agreed. We agreed to cease-fire at
a time when Pakistan was still at an advantageous position.
We went to the U. N. O. as if the failure of the League
of Nations meant nothing for us. .. ... Last time, we
conquered some territory, only to give it up again. We are
idiots....Gandhiji could not exert much pressure. He died
as a leader of the Congress before his death.

What were you doing then ?

Me? Well, you know T was never in Mountbatten's
confidence...that was Jawaharlal. Even then you can
take me to be as great a fool —even greater, for they were
in the ministry and I was not even there...even my
wife became a chief minister.

Rajaji came out with a book, Why Pakistan ?...
I haven't read his book...It is difficult to understand Rajaji.

Why did Gandhi want to stop the Guntur peasants when
they refused to pay taxes or why did he not approve of the
Garwbhal Rifles’ refusal to obey commands? After all
these were non-violent methods of protest.
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A K.:

Question :
A.K.:

Question :
A K.:

Ques*ion :

A K.:

Question :

...Gandhi broke laws, but was prepared for the consequen-
ces of his action. He was always willing to take punish-
ments. In fact, he asked for punishments...Were the
Guntur peasants prepared to go to the prisons ?...

Gandhiji asked Churchill to welcome Hitler. Is it true ?

He asked Churchill to non-cooperate with Hitler. You
ought to have a better knowledge of Gandhian ways. I am
sure you would not have asked such a question if you
had known Gandhiji's life and work better...He did not
simply believe in non-violence, he believed in non-violent
resistance. You and I are non-viclent people. But do
we oppose tyranny ?

Why did Gaudhiji not oppose military action in Kashmir ?

You are keeping an army and it is not that Gandhiji was
maintaining an army. And so if you have an army it is
better to use it for a good cause...If you could send troops
to fight for the British, you could use it again...Gandhiji
always said that if you cannot resist tyranny by non-
violence then use violence...Gandhi believed in non-
violence but not the Government of India. Therefore
he was not openly opposed to the use of force in Kashmir
...You must remember that he asked the tyrannized
villagers of Champaran why they did not protest with
lathis instead of fleeing their homes, property and children
...Satyagraha is a better way to resist oppression, but use
violence to resist tyranny if you cannot rise to that level

....Ahimsa was not preached to make cowardice lcok

respectable...

What did Gandhi propose to do to save the society of
petty violences like thefts and murder ? Did be preach
their eradication through non-violent methods ?

...Gandhi supported police and he believed in its useful-
ness...He was unequivocal in asking women to use knives
to save their honour...Of course a non-coercive conversion
of the miscreants is always the better way and this bhas

often happened...

...What we require is a conciliation or it may be a
compromise between modern ideas for the development
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AK.:

Question .

A.K.:

Question

A.K.:
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of India and Gandhism. How can we do that...will it be
possible ?...

I know Gandhiji's idea and programmes, but not modern
India’s. We are confused..

What is your reading of the future of our people ?
Am I an astrologer ?

Will Gandhism survice ?

Have the ideas of Buddha and Christ survived ?...The
teachings of great men survive only in the lives and
thoughts of a few men. This has always been so....
Centenaries and other celebrations are not going
to ensure their survival What is the usefulness of
centenary celebrations? It seems, it is for you to
call me here to talk and inaugurate. I do not nor
mally respond to such invitations. But with Santi-
niketan, things are different. My association with this
place has been long...I was here for the first time in
1913. I met Gandhiji for the first time here. And so I
agreed. I agreed because the invitation was from Santi-
niketan. I knew that the government would give you
the money to cover my expenses. In the Gita it is said
that thousands strive for the goal but only a few achieve
it. I have no dreams that the whole nation will be imbued
with the values of Gandhism. But what I do want is
that people at the top, the heads of the institutions
and others should live up to the ideals. Look at the fate
of Gandhiji's basic education. I am convinced of its
scientific nature. But it is a miserable failure. How
could it succeed it the people who run it are insincere ?
What is wrong with the Charkha ? Gandhiji did not ask
not to construct steel mills and shipyards. He bhad before
him the fact that a great mass of people are unemployed
or under-employed. What harm is done if they spin the
charkha ? Gandhiji never asked people to leave their
work and spin the Charkha. It is only in your leisure time,
when you are not working, that he asked you to be
at the Charkha. Does the nation not gain if the people
produce something during the time in which they would
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Question :

A K.:

Question :

A K.:

otherwise remain idle? But try to convince an eco-
nomist of that. He would call it silly and childish.

But economists do not object to Charkhas as such. It is the
money spent on them that matters. This money that the
government spends on Charkha could be better spent else~
where, to obtain miore product from the same outlay, <o
to say. The crucial question is who is to pay for the
arming the people with Charkhas ?

The cultivators would pay for them. The viilage carpenter
will make them. Do you want to say that all the money
that is spent by the government other than the sum spent
on Charkha is spent usefully ? You have crores to squander
away on every other project than the Charkha. AndI
ask you what is more important, Man or Machine ?

We must have more machines precisely because we want
to have more for each man in our country.

There is no end to arguments. Let us stop here. We
have already discussed too long. But I must tell you that
you ought to read more of Gandhiji's writings...I am sure
there are many among you here who haven’t read anything
that he wrote..I am sure if you had read Gandhiji's
writings carefully many of the questions that you have
asked would not have been asked.




GANDHI AND MARX

Tridib Choudhuri

We reproduce below the repott of a talk delivered by 8j, Tridib Choudhuty at Santiniketan last month,
The trepott is prepared by Sj, Ntipendranath Bandyopadhyay.

As a part of the yearlong programme of Debates, Symposia and Seminars on
different aspects of Gandhiji’s life and thought, the Visva-Bharati Gandhi
Centenary Committee invited Sri Tridib Chowdhury, M. P. to talk on Gandhi
and Marx on 7. 10.69. The Seminar, held in the Cheena Bhavan compound
was well attended.

Sri J. G. Rai while introducing the speaker referred to Sri Choudhuri’s
impressive role in the revolutionary movement before independence and his
significant ideological influence on the Marxist strand of national political
current. Sri Chowdhury at the very outset clarified that though he was never
a Gandhite and was for long a Marxist, yet as an active participant in the
national liberation movement led by Gandhiji he had ample opportunity of
seeing Gandhiji and Gandhism in action.

According to Sri Choudhury Marx and Gandhi were not comparable
figures in history. While Marx’s analysis and theories influenced history much
later than his lifetime Gandhiji was more a man of his own time. He tried to
respond to the exact nature of the challenge posed by British subjugation of an
unarmed peasant India. Gandhiji was essentially pragmatic and was explicitly
averse to theoretical consistencies. Sri Choudhury referred to Gandhiji's
arbitrariness in offering the principle of non-violence in mass movement as a
case in point. According to Sri Chuodhury Gandhiji’s greatest contribution
was in transforming the character of the Indian National Congress. It was
Gandhiji who forced the barriers of elite Congress open and brought the
peasant masses into the organisation, thereby turning it into a mass fighting
organisation from a platform of banal deliberations limited to English—educated
Babus. Sri Choudhury further dwelt anecdotally on the nature of the
Gandhian charisma. He emphasised the anti-schematic and intuitional approach
of Gandhiji. According to him the only commonness of Gandhiji and Marx
was in their common base of humanism.

The speaker summed up by underlining that as a Marxist he could never
remain uncritical to Gandhiji and Gandhism. Yet it shonld not be denied that
Gandhiji was the greatest influence in creating the mass upheaval that culmi-
nated in Indian independence,



GANDHIJTI'S LAST VISIT TO SANTINIKETAN
Hirendranath Datta

Gandhiji's great regard for Santiniketan was best revealed in the advice he had
given to a foreign visitor. ‘Go and see Santiniketan, for Santiniketan’, he said,
‘is india.’

Another thing, one would do well to remember in this connection is that
when after twentyone years of ctay abroad Gandhiji returned to India he, a
Guijrati by birth, instead of going to his own province came straight to Santi-
niketan in West Bengal. Waith his very first appearance on the Indian scene
he proved that he was an Indian first, a Gujrati next. - At the present moment
when in spite of all our talk of national integration the whole country is
disintegrating with claims of separate statehood for different regions and
different inter.sts this act on the part of Gandhiji assumes very great signi-
ficance.

Since his arrival in India in 1915 Gandhiji proctically domirated the entire
Indian scene for more than thirty years. Although his association with Gurudev
and Santiniketan continued to be of the closest kind his visits to Santiniketan
had been few and far between. During all these years he paid only five visits
to Santiniketan, His pre-occupation with the manifold problems of the
country kept him away from Santikctan but Santinikctan, as e said in one of
his lotters, was never away from his heart.

The fifth and the last visit was in December. 1945. I was then an inmate
of the ashram and have definite recollection of that great event. The editor
has done me a great honour by asking me to give an account of that memorable
occasion. One thing is certain—December 1945 it easily the most exciting
month T have witnessed during all the years I have been at Santiniketan. Visits
by distinguished personages are a regular feature of Santiniketan life, but in
December 1945 we had the great good fortune to receive in hour midst some of
our most important personalitics in quick succession. The first to arrive was
Acharya J. B. Kripalani. He arived on November 40 and oun the next day
December 1, he addressed the staff and students of Santiniketan on the Ethics
of Gandhian Reconstruction. On the 13th of December came Srimati Sarojini
Naidu who was then the Acharya of Visva-Bharati. This was her first visit as
Acharya and she was accorded a cordial teception by the teachcrs and workers
of Visva-Bharati at Udayan. She stayed for a couple of days and left on the
15th  Jawaharlal came later to preside over the annual general meeting during
the Paush celebrations. 1f I remember aright, Sm. Indira Gandhi came a couple
of days earlier while Gandhiji was still here. She was accompained by her son
who was then a mere toddler. He greeted Gandhiji with “Doy Hind" obviously

meaning Jai Hind.
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The crowning event of the month was certainly the two-day visit of Gandhiji
(December 18-20). He arrived on the afternoon of the 18th by a special train
thoughtfully provided by the Government of Bengal, then undivided. He was
accorded a quiet but dignified reception at the station by the citizens of Bolpur
and workers of Santiniketan led by Rathindranath Tagore. The station was
tastefully decorated. Gandhiji and party which included Rajkumari Amrit Kaur
drove towards Santiniketan through arches built on the way. Gandhiji had
always regarded Santiniketan as a place of pilgrimage. About half a mile from
the ashram he got down from the car and came the rest of the way on foot. By
the time he reached the ashram it was already prayer time. Arrangements
were ready for the prayer meeting at Gour Prangan in front of the Library
building. All inmates of the ashram—men, women and children and many more
from Bolpur and the adjoining villages filled the entire area. Gandhiji walked
straight to the platform specially made for the occasion and within minutes the
prayer started accompanied by music.

With the winter evening closing in and the great silence reigning over the
whole place, Gandhiji's soft words of prayer sounded singularly soothing to one’s
ears. The man of peace seemed to radiate peace all around. Without being
sentimental I may state that I had never before felt as I felt then, the overwhel-
ming sense of a compelling presence. To be frank, I could not comprehend
much of what he said partly because of my poor knowledge of Hindusthani and
also because I was inwardly much too excited to follow the words very closely.
I sat watching Nandalal Bose who sat next me drawing a sketch of Gandhiji at
prayer. The sketch has since been published in many journals and must be
quite familiar to many.

After the prayer Gandhiji spoke a few words in the course of which he
likened Gurudev to a parent bird brooding over its nest. Gurudev’s protecting
wings were gone. It would now rest upon all those who received the warmth
of those wings to make Santiniketan worthy of the tradition Gurudev had built
up here.

This was Gandhiji's first visit to Santiniketan after the passing away of
Gurudev. Gurudev's death had created a great void and the workers and
inmates of the ashram needed somebody to bring comfort to their distraught
hearts. Here now was the man who brought them that comfort and whom they
could look up to for guidance. His presence had actually infused a new spirit
into the life of the ashram. The students of their own accord went round the
ashram singing Vaitalik songs early in the morning and after meals at night.
The inmates of the ashram used to come out in large number to accompany
Gandhiji in his early morning walks. The whole ashram, it seemed, was in a
festive mood.
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Prayers over, Gandhiji was taken to Shyamali where he stayed during the
two days he was here. Gurudev bad practically made a gift of this mud-built
house to Gandhiji with the request that he should come and stay here when-
ever he wanted to. The next day being a Wednesday Gandhiji conducted the
morning service at the mandir. In the afternoon he laid the foundation stone
of the Deenabandhu Memorial Hospital near Sriniketan. On that occasion,
too, one would remember, how Gandhiji walked the whole distance from
Shyamali to the site chosen for the Hospital. Gandhiji himseclf had raised a
sum of Rs. 5 lakhs for the Andrews Memoriaj Fund. The hospital in memory
of his dear Charlie was to be the fulfilment of one of his most cherished desires.
The same evening after evening prayers were over he met the heads of diffe-
rent departments of Visva-Bharati and had a long discussion with them. Next
morning ( December 20 ) he paid a visit to Kala-Bhavana where a special
exhibition of paintings and handicrafts was arranged in the Havell Hall,
Gandhiji and party were to leave for Rampurhat the same day after lunch.
Before leaving Gandhiji met the teachers and workers of Visva-Bharati and
held about an hour's discussion on various problems relating to the life and
activities of the institution. Instead of speaking in general terms about how
to carry on the work of the institutiun Gandhiji invited questions from the
workers about their difficulties. He listened with patience and answered every
question with admisture of practical wisdom and strength of conviction as
could be expected only of Gandhiji. Again without exaggeration I should say
that it was the most thrill-packed hour I have had in all my life. An almost
word for word record of this memorable discussion has been preserved in the
Rabindra-Bhavana museum. It is by all means a great document and deserves
careful study by all workers and lovers of Santiniketan.

The discussion over, Gandhiji came out of Udayan and got into his car
smiling and with his hands folded in the form of “Namaste”. During the two
days he was with us he had filled us with joy in such abundance that his
departure was like a deprivation. Many eyes were wet as we stood by and the
car began to move. In the course of the previous day’s discussion Rathi Babu
had requested Gandhiji to allot to Santiniketan a longer period of stay every
year. ‘I agree’, replied Gandhiji, “that if my claim that]am one of you is to
be fully vindicated I ought to be here in your midst for a longer time. T would
love to do so: but my future dispositions are in the hands of God.” So they
were. He was never again to come back to Santiniketan and we were never

to see him again.



A YEAR AT SANTINIKETAN
John Webber

The howling of dogs, the low flat moan of the Watch and Ward whistles—it is
strange how noise can sometimes intensify silence and not destroy it—strange,
too, how waking up in the middle of every night to that silence remains one of
the most persistently vivid of my early memories of Santiniketan. Strange, but
not particularly misleading, because those seemed silent, and empty, days for a
heretic—a heretic in this home of rural peace, the unrepentant heretic of a
city-dweller that I am. Reared to the constant clamour of the arterial road on
which our house stands, and educated in that lovliest of university cities, yet
one that boasts its importance as an industrial centre, the pastoral idyll has
always been too elusive for my insensitive fingers.

A year later. Even I have caught glimpses of the dream : the canal, above
all at sunset, in its wide and comforting solitude ; the rich variety of trees
crowding the Ashram, whose full beauty strangely came to me suddenly when I
saw a photograph that I had taken myself. I have stood on the road to Sri-
niketan, enclosed by those uncluttered expanses of blue and green, or under the
sky, rich with light on a night when the moon and the electricity have hid
themselves, and sensed something of the longing Gurudev had for the “immense
non-human”, I have, perhaps, begun to understand something of his wonder at
‘the gifts of the infinite...strewn in the dust”, and of why he chose this place to
awaken it in his children. But, even now, other voices shout in my ear,

“Oh the rush, the rapture of life I throngs, lights, houses ;

Oh murmur of men, more sweet than all the wood’s caresses.”

Even now, I like to stand at the far side of the Ashram playing-field at night,
looking across towards the girls’ hostels—nature bounded by the glittering
facade of a city that does not exist.

If these voices do not sound constantly in my ears, I must confess that it is
not primarily because I am occupied with '‘the dark whispers of the forest.”
There are other sounds which I have discovered at Santiniketan—the impatient
recitation of last-minute homework, which wakes me up every morning ;
Vaitalik, all to often half-heard as I rush late to school, confused by numberless
bells : the kitchen clatter of brass ; the tense silence of the midday rest-period
shattered for me, if not for the hostel boys, by the study bell ; a song sung
happily, if outrageously out of tune, by two small girls going hand in hand
from the sports field ; and, at last, the radio—yes, the radio, and its film music
and the easy atmosphere of relaxation shared in the clean breezes of the
evening. They are the sounds of a school, of children, of the day-to-day
life of people living together, and it is these sounds that will remain longest in
my memory, from their stock that I will draw most heavily for the sharp
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pleasure of recollection. And in Santiniketan I am sure that this is right and
appropriate.

The great occasions will not remain so long in my mind, or so vividly. I
will not easily forget playing holi at Dol Jatra, or Dr. Tan's quiet dignity
performing the ceremony of Vriksharopan. But—and { hope I will not be
considered discourteous—watching Halakarshan brought to my mind pictures
of Marie-Antoinette and her farm. while, occesionally, formal functions
do seem to me to have lacked something of the spontancity of deep convic-
tion. However, if there is any substance to my mpression, I do not
believe that it neccessarily signifies much. I canuot but feel that if there is
anything essentially lasting in Gurudev’s legacy of Santiniketan, it is the problems
he set before us, not his own immediate answer to those problems. Indeed.
as different circumstances evolve the answers must necessarily change, but in
sincerely facing those challenges—to provide a system of real and full education
and to overcome the narrow-mindedness of men and of cultures—and in main-
taining a dynamic institution which is sensitive to the necd for change, lies
the only way to overcome that exceedingly dangerous legacy, the reputation of
a great man. If I may be allowed to express a personal opinion, perhaps today,
if we are to attain those objects, an understanding and sympathy for the
city and its problems is no less important than the re-discovery of nature was
for the boy who grew up in “the crowded solitude---in a city where man was
everywhere, with never a gap for the immense non-human.” Be that as it
may, the essential character of an institution like Santiniketan may be only
seen in its ordinary, day-to-day life, for it is there where all scrious ideals are
worked out, and that is why I treasure most the prosaic memories of my
experience here. '

The organisation* through which I came to India was founded in the
situation and atmosphere of a decade ago, when the radically changing patterns
of international relations, it was thought, might threaten Britain with an
insularity and narrow-mindedncss which ill befits any nation. It was a protest,
a vision, to keep the horizons of young people in Britain open, to give them
the opportunity to gain that wider sympathy with other pcoples which can
develop only from direct knowledge of them. It would be presumptuous of me
to claim to have played any but the most transient and supcrficial part in the
realisation of that dual ideal of Gurudev when he wrote :

“Visva-Bharati acknowledges India's obligation to offer to others the hospi-
tality of her best culture and India’s right to accept from others their best.”
But, at least, it seems to me a happy chance that has brought me, and others, to

*Voluntary Service Overscas
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Santiniketan, a happy coincidence that the ideas of Gurudev have found such an
echo among the young people of Britain which a few of us have been able to
bring again to Visva-Bharati.

Many men have had this same hope that Gurudev and VSO share. There
is, I think, real reason to specifically link these two together. The imagination
of neither was imprisoned by the eloquence of words alone; both saw the
problem in severely practical terms, as “a poem in a medium not of words” to
be worked out in the prosaic circumstances of ordinary life. What is more,
when both framed their own answers to that problem, they built around schools
and teaching. Gurudev wrote that children with the freshness of their senses
come directly to the intimacy of this world. There is something else they do —
quickly and efficiently they strip us of our prejudices and lay bare the fact that
no differences of race and colour should restrict the range of human sympathy
and love. In my year at Patha-Bhavana I have come increasingly to appre-
ciate their wisdom. Life in a school may mot present us with all the
problems of international relations but it does present us with the most
fundamental, and thatis why I am sure, that I, as a foreigner here, have
found my time in Santiniketan so immensely rewarding. The spontaneity and
unaffected friendliness of my children—increasingly difficult to come across in
our sophisticated Western society—has given me much to treasure in my
memory. For a long time, the sound of Rabindra Sangit will drift through the
trees, in my mind, and I will long for the freshness of the early morning and a
class waiting for me in Bakul Bithi. I can only hope that there will always be
place for heretics in Santiniketan, and that many will come.

I hane Latenco o Gddlfzmwf'ea’@,b@
nd Jam Had,



EXAMINATION

CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION IN MUSIC AND DANCE—1969: The following
candidates are declared to have passed the Two-year Certificate examination
in Music and Dance held in September, 1969, in the subiects mentioned against

their names.

Name
Suchitra Chatterjee

Banani Sen
Barindranath Moulik
Bishnupriya Lahiri

Chitrita Dey
Debasree Mitra
Kalpika Sinha

Kum Kum Bhattacharya
Manjusree Chakraborty
Mira Biswas

Mitra Paul

Ratna Singha

Shakti Vijh

Shakuntala Pareek
Tapati Mukhopadhyay

Class

Distinction

(In Alphabetical Order)

Pass
Pass
Pass

Pass
Pass
Pass

Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass

Subject

Hindusthani Classical

Music (Vocal)

Rabindra Sangit
Sitar

Hindusthani Classical
Music (Vocal)
Manipuri Dance
Rabindra Sangit
Hindusthani Classical
Music (Vocal)

Sitar

Kathakali Dance
Rabindra Sangit
Rabindra Sangit
Rabindra Sangit
Manipuri Dance
Manipuri Dance
Rabindra Sangit

HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE ( COMPARTMENTAL ) EXAMINATION 1969

The following candidate is declared to have passed the Higher School
Certificate (Compartmental) Examination held in September, 1969.

Group II—Science

Karabi Dutta



Sm. Amita Sen, Scerctary of Santinikctan Asramik Sangha in a statement says :
It is a pleasurc to us to announce that Santiniketan Asramik Sangha has decided
to celebrate this year the birth centenary of the reputed teachers, the late
Nepalchandra Roy and the late Jagadananda Roy. It has been decided to
prepare, compile and bring out centenary volumes to mark the occasion.

The open function is scheduled to be held at Udayana, Santiniketan, on the
Seventh Paus afternoon—December 23, 1969. We seek the cooperation of
every alumnus and also others to make this programme a success.

In the mudhut right at the centre of Santiniketan Jagadananda had made his
home, when the institution was yet to take shape. An untiring and dynamic
personality, he taught the boys during school hours, stayed with them in the
boys’ dormitory during recess and found time to help them study nature in its
flora and fauna. Over and above this he wrote books of science coining words
as well as rediscovering Indian terminclogy for scientific expressions. His
works—26 in all—range from the Space and the Universe, Study of birds, of
fish, frog and snakes to fundamental theories of science such as Sound, Light,
Heat and Electricity—all written in the common man's Bengali. Jagadananda
was the founder-editor of the monthly, Santiniketan Patra and it was he who
under the direction and with the help of Gurudeva, introduced printing-press
work as part of gencral education in school. With the help of students he
brought out from the treadle machine a number of pamphlets and also books, all
composed, read and corrected by the students. Jagadananda was then “elected”
Printer of Santiniketan Press. He distinguished hiraself as an actor in several
roles of Gurudeva’s dramas. In the evenings he would either play on his
favourite violin or with the young inmates rehearse dramas.

It is certainly no easy task to capture the child’s mind with lessons in history
and geography, rendering them especially interesting for the purpose. And
this was the field in which Nepalchandra achieved remarkable success both as
a teacher and a writer. He joined Santiniketan in 1910. The invitation had
come from Gurudeva himself to the “rebel”* Headmaster of Allahabad Kayastha
Pathsala to guide the students of the preparatory class in their work. Immedi-
ately after his arrival he took charge of the boys getting ready for the
examinations. The school was then nine years old.

Apart from his work as a teacher he had been, on several occasions, put in
charge of the institution’s administration.

He used to gather around him in the evening all the children of the school—
to tell them stories, that were widely ranged, from the epic to the
thriller. This story-telling technique, he applied in the class room and also in
the text books written by himself. Nepalchandra as a close associate helped

*  Sj Ray had to give up his job at Allahabad owing to constant government pressure and interference,
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Gurudeva render in print the Visva-Bharati ideals ‘and objectives stating
what it stood for.

For the proposed commemoration volumes the following among others have

intimated their willingness to write or have already sent to us their articles :
Sj. Suniti Kumar Chatterjee, Sj. Debendra Mohan Bose, Sj. Satyen Bose, Sj.
Prasanta Chandra Mahalanahbis, Sj. Ramesh Chandra Majumdar, Sj. Sudhiranjan
Das, Sj. Pramathanath Bisi, Sj. Hitendranath Nandi, Sj. Jibanmoy Ray,
Sj. Santidev Ghosh, Sj. Sagarmoy Ghosh, Sj. Ashok Chatterjee, Sj. W. M.
Bhandare, Sj. Nirmal Chandra Chatterjee, Sj. Bejoy Kumar Sen, Sm. Hembala
Sen, Sm. Sita Devi, Sm. Santa Devi, Sm. Durgeshnandini Devi, Sm. Amita
Tagore, Sm. Latika Ray, Sm. Mawarta Dasgupta.

Any contributions, suggestion or writing which will be gracefully received,
may kindly be sent to the Treasurer or the Secerctary, Santiniketan Asramik
Sangha, P. O. Santiniketan, West Bengal.

The Sangha’s Pratima Tagore Album will be out during the Seventh Paus
Festival.




NEWS AND NOTES

“Of course, wherever I am, Santiniketan is always in my heart” wrote
Mahatma Gandhi in his last letter to Santiniketan ( December 12, 1947 ).
Visva-Bharati which owes a special debt to Gandhiji gratefully remembered
him on his hundredth birthday on October 2 last.

On the eve of the great day a documentary film prepared by the Gandhi
Smarak Nidhi on the epic story of Gandhiji'a life was screened before a large
audience at Gour Prangana. Early next morning Vaitalik parties went round
in Santiniketan, Sriniketan and Vinaya-Bhavana greeting the auspicious day.
At 7 a.m. there was a commemoration service at the Mandir where Adhyapaka
Benoy Gopal Ray read out excerpts from Gurudeva’'s utterances on different
occasions on Gandhiji the influence of whose personality “was ineffable, like
music, like beauty, its claim upon others was great because of its revelation
of spontaneous self-giving.” Beautiful songs appropriate to the occasion were
provided by the asrama choir. The students of Patha-Bhavana and Siksha-
Satra paid homage to Gandhiji at a meeting held at Natyaghar at 8-30 a.m.
Readings from Gurudeva and Gandhiji, recitations and songs were given
at the meeting which was presided over by the Upacharya. In the evening
Gour Prangana and different buildings including the mudhut of Shyamali
which had been dedicated to Gandhiji by Gurudeva were illuminated. The
dance-drama Chandalika which had been once shown to Gandhiji in the
presence of Gurudeva was staged at Gour Prangana the same evening.

On October 4, a seminar on The Concept of Man in Gandhiji's Philosophy
was organised by the Philosophy department of Visva-Bharati. The seminar
was presided over by Prof. H. B. Majumdar of Vinaya-Bhavana. Papers were
presented by Prof. Benoyendranath Banerjee, Prof. Jitendranath Mahanty,
Dr. Jayantanuja Banerjee and Dr. Rajendra Prasad Pandey.

A dramatic performance entitled “Je Alote Mukh Dhuye” based on
Gandhiji's life was held at Gour Prangana on the 4th evening. The play
written and directed by Adhyapaka Sunil Chandra Sarkar was performed by the
B. Ed. students of Vinaya-Bhavana.

°

The quin-centenary of Guru Nanak comes off on the day of the full moon
this month. Rabindranath in his Jiban Smriti records the close association
of his father with the Gurudwara at Amritsar where the Maharshi would spend
hours in silent meditation or join in the singing of hymns that went on
incessantly in the temple there. Gurudeva himself rendered a famous Sikh hymn
Badoi Badoi Ramya Vina Badoi into Bengali as Bujey Bajey Ramya Bina Bajey.
Every year at Santiniketan a Vaitalik goes round the Asrama singing this¥song
on the full moon night of Guru Nanak's birth anniversary.
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The academic departments of Visva-Bharat: closed for the Puja Vacation on
October 12 last. The non-academic sections and offices closed on October 16
and re-opened on the last day of the month. Classes resumed on November 13,

The close of the last term was packed with dramatic performances some
of which were reported in our last issue. On October 6, the students of
Kala and Sangit-Bhavanas presented Dui Mahal written by Jochan Dastidar
under the direction of Adhyapaka Suren De. Ajay Hazra, Ashok Sanyal,
Bodhan Ghosh and Janak Jhankar Narzay in the roles of Atinlal, Ranjan,
Subir and Chenaram respectively, along with the female cast of Osmani
and Aparna rendered by Arundhati Chatterjec and Indrani Das, impressed
the audience with their individual acting and excellent teamwork as well.
Sj S. K. David was in charge of lighting.

Guredeva’s Natir Puja performed by the students ot Patha-Bhavana on the
7th evening was highly appreciated by the audience. At Sriniketan the same
evening, Sriniketan Karmi Sangha staged Keranir Jiban. Patha-Bhavana came
up with another drama Lakshmaner Saktishel of Sukumar Ray on the 8th
October. Owing to heavy downpour the venue of this performance had to be
shifted at the last moment from Gour Prangana to Natyaghar. The Mahila
Samiti of Andrews Palli presented two short plays Upasanhtir and Nagptsh on
the 9th evening.

The drama session came to a conclusion with the staging of Bhusandir
Mathe by Santiniketan Karmi Mandali on October 10. Bhusandir Mathe is a
story of Parasuram which was dramatised by Sj Amitabha Choudhuri while a
student of Santiniketan. :

The grand finale to the autumn festival was the traditional Ananda Bazar
organised by the Seva Vibhaga of Santiniketan Karmi Mandali on October 11.
The beat of drums and the music of Sanai proclaimed the day. From early
morning students of all departments were busy improvising umpteen stalls,
big and small. A light drizzle threatened the prospects of the long-
awaited day, but by midday the sky became clear. A regular market sprang up
from nowhere as it were and in the evening Gour Prangana flooded with
lights and lined with gaily decorated shops, rang with the merry noise of vendors
attracting custom and jubilant crowds who knowing that the profits
would go in aid of charity, never minded the fancy prices charged.
The shops mainly purveyed refreshments while other shops of children's handi-
crafts, lottery booths flowerstalls and Pan vendors lent variety to the evening's
entertainment. The takings of this vear's Ananda Bazar amounted to Rupees
1032 and 28 paise.
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Saptaparni, the Visva-Bharati Chatra Sammilani annual came out on the eve
of the autumn recess. Edited by Sriman Badruddoza, the number is dedicated
to the heroes of the lunar expedition. The magazine presents a miscellany of
articles, short stories, poems etc. in Bengali. Hindi, Oriya and English. It is
amply illustrated with a beautiful cover-picture of a terracotta piece and
drawings and reproduction of sculptures, all done by students. The get-up is
attractive.
[ ]

Anuttam Biswas, student of Siksha-Bhavana was duly elected President of the
General Body of Visva-Bharati Chatra Sanmilani in the interim election held
on September 10 last. His term of office will continue till the next general
body election.

®

Under the auspices of UNESCO an exhibition of paintings by Leonardo da
Vinci was held at Nandan, Kala-Bhavana from October 5 to 12.

The Rescarch Scholars’ Association of Visva-Bharati organised a variety
entertainment programme on September 21, in aid of charity to the flood-
stricken people of Maldah. The proceeds of the evening, nearly a thousand
rupees, were utilised in buying new clothes for victims of the flood-havoc.
A relief party started for Maldah on October 1. With the kind help and
co-operation of the district authorities and the local people, the party was able
to reach the still inaccessible areas devastated by floods and distribute clothes
to the distressed people of Manikchawk and Diara. The research scholars,
in the party were Sri Sukrit Chandra Nag, Sri Satyanarayan Saba, Sri Tarun
Kumar Ghosh, Sri Puspajit Mandal, Sri Dipak Chattoraj and Sri Swapan
Prasanna Roy. They were accompanied by two adhyapakas Sj. Suniti Kumar
Pathak and Sj. Pabitra Kumar Roy.
®

Sri Suren De, Adhyapaka in sculpture, Kala-Bhavana, has recently exhibited
his sculptures and coloured lithographs in the gallery of the Academy of Fine
Arts, Calcutta. This is his second one-man exhibition of sculptures. The total
number of exhibits was 46. The exhibition continued for one week from 26
October to 1 November. Sri De's works have been highly appreciated
by the press and the public. The following eminent persons were among the
visitors, Dr. Suniti Kumar Chatterji, the Minister of Information and Public
Relations, the Minister of Public Works, the Consul General of The USSR,
the Consul General of Yugoslavia, Sm. Ranu Mukherjee and others,
®
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Dr. Biswanath Banerjee, Head of the department of Sanskrit, Pali and Prakrit,
presided over the Pali and Buddhism section of the Silver Jubilee session of the
All India Oriental Conference held at Jadavpur University from October 29 to
31. Dr. Banerjee in his address emphasised the importance of Pali from the lin-
guistic and cultural points of view. The study of Paliis essential to a proper
understanding of Buddhist philosophy which once wielded a tremendous influence
on the thought and outlook of the Indian people. It was a matter of deep
regret, Dr. Banerjee observed, that though eminent persons like Rabindranath
and Vivekananda had advocated propagation of the knowledge of Pali language
and literature, these studies had remained sadly neglected hitherto in our
country.

Adhyapaka Amitrasudan Bhattacharya of the department of Bengali also
participated in the Oriental Conference. The paper he read on certain
typographical problems relating to Bengali conjuncts was highly appreciated
by delegates and other members of the conference attending the meeting of
the section concerned.

Adhyapaka Samir Kumar Ghose of the department of Physics was invited to
conduct a discussion on scientific questions entitled Vignan Jijnasa broadcast
from the Calcutta station of All India Radio on September 25.

Mr. John Webber who in our present issue gives the impressions of his stay at
Santiniketan is a young graduate from Oxford who came out to India last year
under the British Council scheme of Voluntary Service Overseas and joined
Santiniketan as a teacher of English attached to the school section. Besides
teaching at Patha-Bhavana he has also been taking Post-Graduate classes in
History. While here Mr Webber has 1dentified himself completely with the life
of the Asrama. Leaving the isolation of the European style guest house, he
moved into the school hostel to live with the young boys. In the playfield, in
outings and excursions, in fact, in every co-curricular activity of the school,
John Webber has been the loving companion of our boys. He gave us a pleasant
surprise the other day by addressing a literary gathering of the school in
Bengali. Born in Bangalore from where he left at two years old Mr Webber
has had his ties with India redoubled on this sojourn. He leaves for
home in December next. The children of Santiniketan will remember
their dear ‘Johnda’ long after they have ceased to be children.
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The Librarian, Central Library acknowledges the following gifts of books
recently made to the Central Library :

1. Dr. Kalidas Bhattacharya, Upacharya, presented 204 volumes of books to
the Central Library.

2. Mrs. Tapan Mohan Chatterjee presented 675 volumes of her husband’s
Library to the Central Library of this University.

3. Sm. Nandita Sarkar kindly made a gift of her father’s ( late Nabendu Datta
Majumdar ) library consisting of 246 rare books on Vaisnava literature to
the Central Library.

4. Sj. Chintaharan Chakravorty graciously made a gift of a collection of
backfiles of 27 Bengali journals to our Library.

The volumes will be valuable addition to our collection., We convey our
grateful thanks to the donors.

Under the auspices of the Gandhi Centenary Programme, Sramdan, Seminar
and cultural functions were organised-by the Village Extension Section at
Ballavpur and Benuria on the 2nd and 5th October, respectively. Students of
-the local school actively participated in the seminar and cultural functions,
and discussed Gandhiji's life from various angles,

A five day Family Planning Education Camp for 73 trainees ( Griha Sevikas
and Bal Sevikas ) of the Family and Child Welfare Projects and 10 trainees
( Gram Sevikas ) of the Home Economic Training Centre was organised from
7th to 1llth September with the help and cooperation of the Regional Health
Office, Government of India.

An exhibition and a film show on the subject were also organised in
Dangapara village on 10th and 11th September with the help of Bolpur Primary
Health Centre.

Discussion meetings on the subject were also organised both at Dangapara
and Ballavpur villages.

Evaluation team members consisting of—(a) Sri S. Ghosh, Secretary, Central
Social Welfare Board, New Delhi, (b) Dr. A. B. Bose, Jt. Director, (Social
Planning ), Planning Commission, New Delhi visited the F.&C.W.T.C. from
22nd September to 23rd September for the evaluation of the work at the
Centre. Another member of the evaluation team Sri N. C. Nanavatty, Adviser
(Social Welfare ) Deptt. of Social Welfare, Govt. of India visited the Centre
on September 28,
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(a) Miss O. H. Hazarika, Social Welfare Officer, Assam State Social Wel-
fare Advisory Board who came on a visit of 3 days from 28th to 30th
September gave lectures to the trainees of the F.&C.W.T.C.

(b) Sri B. Mukherjee, Lawyer, gave a talk on “Women and legislation™ to
the trainees on September 21.

A 7-day Griha Kalyan Kendra Camp commenced at this Centre on and
from 28th September. 14 Santal adult women from Pearson palli, Kaligange and
Balipara villages participated in the camp. Subjects like Home Science,
Nutrition, Health Care, Home Management, etc. were taught to them by
the trainees. The camp ended on 4th October.

Mahatma Gandhi's birthday was celebrated on 2nd October by the Staff and
trainees of the Family and Child Welfare Training Centre and the Home
Economic Training Centre, Sriniketan.

On the occasion of Mahatma Gandhi Birth Centenary the following acti-
vities were organised jointly by the Faiily and Child Welfare Training Centre,
Palli Samgathana Vibhaga and Home Economic Training Centre, Sriniketan
with the co-operation of the Adhyaksha of Ruppur Anchal Panchayet, Youth
Club and village leaders.

(a} Mass meeting, repairs of the village road, sports and cinema show at
Ballavpur.

(b) Repairs of the village road and a cinema show at Pearson Palli.

Mrs. M. Farwell, Special Officer (Women's programme ) Dept. of Commu-
nity Development and Panchayat, Government of Assam conducted the viva-
voce Examination of the trainees of the Orientation Course in Family and
Child Welfare that concluded on October 14.

The non-academic departments and offices at Santiniketan are observing
working hours from 10 to 5 p.m. instead of in two sessions with effect from
November 1. The time-table of Siksha Satra and the C. I. T. centre has been
likewise revised.

°

We welcome in our midst Sri M. Kelu Nayar who has recently joined Sangit-
Bhavana as Adhyapaka in Kathakali Dance.
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The following programmes of Visva-Bharati will be broadcast from the Calcutta
Station of All India Radio on the dates mentioned against them.

November 24—9-30 p. m. :
November 26—6-30 p. m. :
December 29—9-30 p. m. :
December 31—6-30 p. m. :
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We are extremely sorry that there was a misprint of the name of Dr, H. B.

Majumdar in our October issue
Professor of Education.

reporting his joining Vinaya-Bhavana as

Weather Report for the month of September, 1969

(a) ( Sferics Observatory, Sriniketan )

Max. Temp.—34.6 °c on 5. 9.

Min. temp.—22. 2 °c on 28 6.

Max. Hnmidity—98% on 10. 9.
Min. Humidity—72% on 17. 9.
Heaviest Rainfall—24. 7 mms. 20.9

Total Rainfall of the month—99.0 mms.

(b) For the month of October, 1969 :

Max. Temp.—33. 3 °c on 2nd, 8th October.
Min. Temp.—19. 1 °c on 30. 10

Max. Humidity—967, on 11. 10

Min. Humidity—57%, on 30. 10

Heaviest Rainfall—96.5 mms. on 9th October
Total Rainfall of the month 118, 8. mms.
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Sja. SOBHANA CHATTOPADHYAY, wife of Late Jnanendranath Chattopadhyay
passed away in Allahabad at the residence of her younger son-in-law Dr.
Nilratan Dhar on the Vijaya Dashami day ( October 20 ). She was eightytwo.
Daughter of Dr. Ganesh Chandra Rakshit, a renowned leader of the Bramho
Samaj, Sobhana devi was a distinguished scholar and won the Padmavati Medal
of Calcutta University in 1909. It may be recalled that her husband Jnanen.
dranath who long predeceased her, had been an acdhyapaka of Santiniketan
Bramhacharya Vidyalaya in its early days. An accomplished lady in all respects,
Sja. Chattopadhyay was well known as an educationist and was well-versed in
literature and music.

We offer our heartfelt condolences to the daughters of Sja. Chattopadhyay,
Sm. Uma Ray and Sm. Mira Dhar in their bereavement

DRr. PRAFULLA KUMAR ROY, a former medical officer of Santiniketan died
recently in Calcutta. Dr. Roy distinguished himself in the field of pharmaco-
logical research. He was awarded various scholarships and prizes and was
made a D. Phil. of Calcutta University in 1957.

We offer our sympathy to the bereaved family of Dr. Roy.

As we were going to the press, the death occurred of Sj. SUDHA-
KANTA ROy CHOUDHURI at Santiniketan on the evening of Novem-
ber 12. Born in 1894, Sudhakantada came to Santiniketan in his
early youth, presumably brought hither by his maternal uncle
Satish Chandra Roy. His charming idiosyncracies soon marked him
out as a singular character even at Santiniketan where in those days
most people had the reputation of being a little touched. The chroni-
cles of early Santiniketan would lose much of their zest without the
story of Sudhakantada. With little pretension to formal education, he
was completely at his ease in the company of the very elite. He could
‘talk to royalty without scratching his collar’ Few men have
enjoyed the love of Gurudeva or such latitude from him as Sudha-
kantada. As Gurudeva's private secretary he came into contact
with many an eminent personage. He counted among his friends a
whole generation of the intelligentsia of the country all of whom




were struck by his sharp intellect, his refinement and above all,
his animal spirits. Gifted with a rare wit he was brilliant as a conver-
sationalist and was engaging as a writer too. His Smritibhatha—remini-
scences of Dwijendranath Tagore whom he knew most intimately—
was brought out shortly before his death. Of late Sudhakantada
had been ailing with various complaints, but he maintained his
cheerful spirits till his last days. The bright twinkle in the corner
of his eye never left him.

In the death of Sudhakantada Santiniketan has lost a most fasci-
nating personality. And one more link with the past is gone.

Visva-Bharati remained closed in all its departments on the 13th
November in honour of the memory of Sj. Sudhakanta Roy Chou-
dhuri. A large number of people headed by the Upacharya joined
the funeral procession which was taken out round the Asrama. A
memorial service was held at the Mandir in the evening.

Close upon the sad demise of Sudhakantada, the Asrama lost another
old-timer Sj. Birendramohan Sen who died in the early hours of
November 16. He had completed seventy only a few days ago on
November 1.

Sj. Sen had splendidly recovered from a severe heart attack about
two years ago. Until the other day he was seen moving about in his
jeep looking as fresh as ever. There was a setback in the last week
of October which proved fatal.

We record our sense of profound grief and sorrow at the death of
Birenda who was so dear to all asramites young and old alike.

Our heartfelt sympathies go out to the members of the family of
Sj. Sen in their hour of bereavement.

Patha-Bhavana classes were suspended for the day as a mark of
respect to the memory of Sj Sen and a memorial service was held
next evening.
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THOUGHT RELIC
Rabindranath Tagore

Man seeks for the infinite in all his quests. If that were not true
then he would be content with mere money and never aspire after
wealth. For money is definite in its meaning, but wealth is the symbol
of the infinite. It has been said by the moralist that the surest path to
happiness is in contentment. But that path is the least nsed by human
beings. " It proves that happiness is not man’s objective. He willingly
accepts suffering because he is in love with the endless. This is why
Upanishat says, “Man’s happiness is not in the pleasant, but in the great,
and therefore only that is to be sought which is infinite.”” When a
European philosopher tried to set up boundaries round man’s field of
knowledge he forgot that man does not want light but more light, that
he makes use of the necessary and despises it, but he loves that which
is beyond the necessary, which does not serve him but honours him by
claiming his best. |



LETTERS TO GURUDEVA —VOL. XXIII
C. F. Andrews

Continued from November issue

(47) Delhi
May, 23 [ 1914 ]

My dear friend,

This letter came sometime ago among some which Santosh sent for me
to answer. I ought to have sent it on before.

Willei goes to Calcutta tonight and will see if anything can be done
to help Kali Mohan. He will probably call on the way at Shantiniketan
and consult with Santosh. Perhaps he may get Santosh free to go. That
is my suggestion. '

I have been with you in the quiet of this morning and I know that the
prayers I have been offering have received their fulfilment. Even here in the
midst of the city there has been peace. The difference from Simla has been
so great. That was worse than South Africa itself.

Everything now in my past life here in Delhi is being folded up, like a
book whose reading is over ; and the certainty has grown even more certain
that it is His will You are drawing me—TI can feel it—from darkness to light,
from a dim groping after truth to a clearer vision and what I need is silence.
I do not think on the artistic side this can be demanded. Mr. Gandhi is not
an artist and does not know how expression there leads on to fulfilment.
But he is right about my life itself.

That must retire into silence. A seedtime beneath the ground is absolutely
necessary for me; and know you will not only agree, but also be firm with me
if I am led away. There will be such joy in it, however, that I believe I shall
not need much discipline.

And now all my thoughts and longings are winging their way to be
with you. Night and morning this one prospect is before me. They
have been strangely short and’broken hitherto,—the times I have been with
you; but nothing in my life has been more precious. I am still very tired,
but wonderfully better than I was. Physically I am fit again and I am full of
hope, and the greater worries are over.

I have written to MacMillans fully about Sadana, suggesting an immediate
second edition. I bave some more corrections and it will be possible to
make it perfect. No material change will be needed, only minute detail.
If there is more to add to the chapter on ‘Beauty’ that would give further
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point to the new edition. Outram® has again written saying how much it has
all meant to him —The short stories can well wait to be published about
Christmas time.

I have written about myself ( for I know you would wish it ) but my deepest

thoughts and prayers, my dearest friend, are with you in the suffering
you are bearing.

Your own
Charlie.

* William Outram, son of General Outram of Sepoy Mutiny dags. A close friend of C, F. Andrews,
William Outram was the vicar of Butterton, a umall village in Staffordshire where Gurudeva was for
some time his guest in 1912, Gurudeva recalls his very pleasant stay at this vicarage in his book of
travel, Pather Sanchay,

MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR DOROTHY WHITNEY ELMHIRST

Dotothy Whitney Elmhitst to whose benevolence Sriniketan owes the deepest debt of gratitude, passed
away on December 14, last year, On the occasion of het death anniversary, we reproduce from the 20th
December, 1968 issue of the Dartington Hall News,* a report that is a sacred testimony to the great
sympathy that the noble lady had with the-thoughts of Gurudeva, A photograph of Mrs Elmbirst kindly
sent by her husband also appears in this issue.

Leonatd K. Elmbhirst writes :

After I had handed to Dorothy to read the transcript of my notes, taken down
in longhand, of Tagore's statement on death [ made in conversation with II
Duca Gallarati Scotti in 1925 ] she said : ‘If anything is to be read at a service
at my death, this statement is the one I would most appreciate. So many of
the ideas and poetic images in it correspond with my own.’

The passage was read by Bill Elmhirst at a service for Dorothy Elmhirst
at Dartington Parish Church on 17 December, 1968. Gurudeva says :

Every moment that I have spent at the deathbed of some dear friend, I
have known about death as though it were a kind of revelation of the Divine.
Yet it is very difficult to describe how for me that great ocean of truth, of
existence, of life, from which life itself springs and to which all life returns,
can never suffer diminution by death. Itis this ocean of life that I feel it

[ ]
* We teceived a copy of the News from Sj. Nabakumar Mukhopadhyay, Adhyapaks, Palli-Siksha
Sadan.
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most difficult to describe in words. 1 see how the. individual life comes back
into the bosom of this ocean at the moment. of death. I have felt too how
great and fathomless this ocean is, yet how full it is of personality. For
personality is ever flowing into it. Ever receiving into its bosom, it becomes
instilled with personality. Yet this ocean seems as nothing, as neither light nor
dérkness. but as one great extension of the universe, an eternity of peace and.
life. It is very difficult to say how I have come to feel this, but I could see
how easily and naturally life flowed back into this ocean, how our own personal
self found entry,was received and accepted. I felt this, and now I know that
nothing of personality can be lost.

Science recognises atoms, all of which can be weighed and measured; but

never recogmses ‘personality, the one thing that lies at the basis of reallty CAll
creation 'is that, for apart from personality, there is no meaning in creation.
Water is water to me, because I am I.  And so I have felt that in this great

infinite, in this ocean of personality, from which my own little personal self has

sprung, lies the completion of the cycle, like those jets of water from a fountain

which rise and fall and come back home again. It is thus that we are received

into the heart and the bosom of the Infinite Personality. This is what I myself

have felt. It has been an experience for me which cannot be described.

Every day we see a continuation of this process of death, like metre in a poem.
At every point metre is a restriction. An indefinite flow of words can never
become a poem, but must have this curtailing of liberty we call metre at every
step to prevent indefiniteness and vagueness. So life is always being curtailed
into its rthythm, its metre. Every day is a death, every moment even. If not,
there would be a vast desert of deathlessness. Life itself is demonstrated to us
through death, for death gives to the world that rhythm which is creation. I
have often felt this, and now science has shown us the fact that the difference
between one element and another is only that of thythm. The substance is the
same, the rhythm is different. Rhythm in fact makes all the difference. So the
whole of creation is nothing but the play of rhythm. We are each put into a
different rhythm and all different individuals have their own rhythms. There is
at the same time a fundamental unity, as in a poem in which each line possesses
its own unity.
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"TAGORE: IN THE EYES OF KAWABATA
Amitrasudan Bhattacharya

For a long time since 1913 no otiental literary talent was awarded Nobel Prize
in the field of literature. Only last year Mr. Kawabata, the famous aged
novelist of Japan achieved the rare glory and thus became the second name
after Rabindranath to adorn the list. :

Japan established cultural ties with India since long back. Rabindranath
visited Japan thrice. ‘Japan Yatri' or the diary of a visitor in Japan is a work
which needs mentioning in this connection. The Japanese mind has a tremen-
dous curiosity ‘about Rabindranath; much of Tagore's writings has been
translated and published in that country.

It may be noted that translation from original Japanese creative works in
Bengali has already been started. Recently a translation of ‘Rainbow' a
famous novel by Kawabata has appeared in the ‘Desh’ the Bengali weekly of
distinction, in instalments. This work of translation was carried out by Prof.
Kazuo Azuma of the Japanese department of Visva-Bharati and myself, by
kind permission of Mr, Kawabata. '

There were casual references to some of the Bengali renderings of
Kawabata’s writings while Mr. R. K. Narayan, the eminent Indian writer, had
been having tea with the Nobel Laureate. Mr. Narayan writes: “My next
question. Have your novels been translated in the Indian languages ? We
have 14 major languages in India, you know ?” He rises and is gone again and
fetches an airmail letter received a little time ago from Visva-Bharati University
of Santiniketan, asking for permission to translate his novels into Bengali....
Visva-Bharati was founded by Tagore and is a reputable institution. He goes
in to put the letter back, and I suddenly feel that I am putting him to a lot of
work with my questions, but I also realise that this is his way of indicating his
slender, tendril-like touch with India. ( Tea with Kawabata by R. K. Narayan.
The Illustrated Weekly of India, Nov. 9, 1969 ).

After becoming Nobel Laureate Kawabata has written another book recently
with the title ‘The Existence and Discovery of Beauty.” In this book he has
recalled his thoughts about the great Indian poet with a reverential ardour.
Only the relevant important portions from his book are quoted here.

[ When Japan is in imminent peril of neglecting to realize where she is

great, it is the duty of a foreigner like myself to remind her, that she has given

rise to a civilization which is perfect in its form, and has evolved a sense of
sight which clearly sees truth in beauty and beauty in truth. She has
achieved something which is positive and complete. It is easier fora
stranger to know what it is in her which is truely valuable for all mankind,—
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what is there which only she, of all other races, has produced from her
inner life and not from her mere power of adaptability. ]

This statement of Rabindranath Tagore appears in a lecture which he
made during his first visit to Japan. He gave this:lecture, entitled ‘The spirit
of Japan.' at Keio University in 1916. In that year I was still a middleschool
student under the old school system, but I saw his photograph which was
prominently displayed in the newspaper, and I remember even now the features
and appearance of this sage-like poet, with his long, bushy hair, long moustache
and beard, standing tall in loose-flowing Indian garments, and with deep,
piercing eyes. His white hair flowed softly down both sides of his forehead ;
the tufts of hair under the temples also were long like two beards, and linking
up with the hair on his cheeks, continued into his beard, so that he gave an
impression, to the boy that I was then, of some ancient oriental wizard. Also,
since among Tagore's writings in prose and poetry there were some passages
which were so easy they could be read even by a middleschool student. I did
read a bit of them.

The Tagore party landed at the port of Kobe, and came to Tokyo by train.
Later Tagore is said to have told his friends the following :

“When we arrived at Shizuoka station, a group of priests came to greet me,
burning incense and joining their hands in veneration. At that moment for
the first time I had the feeling that I was really in*Japan, fand I was so happy
that tears of joy came to my eyes.” It seems that this was the greeting of
about twenty members of the Shiseikai (Society of the Four Vows), a group of
Buddhists of Shizuoka city. (This is according to the commentary Kora
Tomika.) Thereafter Tagore visited Japan two more times for a total of
three visits. One of those other times was in 1924, the year following the
great Tokyo Earthquake, Tagore's basic thinking is expressed in his statement
that “The eternal freedom of the soul is found in love, that which is great is
found in small things, and the infinite is found within the bonds of form."”

Kawabata himself has sent a copy of this book as a present to Mr. Azuma.
I am indebted to Mr. Azuma for according me an opportunity to go through
the same.
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A LETTER FROM ABROAD

November 27 was the cightyfirst birthday of Rathindranath Tagore, We publish below an interesting
letter written from abroad by Rathindranath in 1907, to Jugalmohini Devi, wife of Stischandra Majumdar,
aclose friend of Gurudeva, Srischandra’s son Santoshchandra was Rathindranath’s boyhood friend
and after completing their education at Santiniketan they sailed together to the United States for
studying Agriculture at the University of Illinois, Our thaoks are due to our colleague Sj. Subirchandra
Majumdar who recently recovered the letter addressed to his grandmother from the family archives
and placed it at our disposal. The letter has been translated from™the original Bengali by Sj. Jiban

Bandyopadhyay.

UNIVERSITY OF ILL. 918 ILLINOIS ST.
Urbana
IlL

Respected Aunt,

Thank you for your letter of 16 Falgun. We are enjoying Easter holidays
for these four days. This is a departure from the usual routine. The boys this
time submitted an application and somehow managed to get these holidays. In
these long four and a half months we have at last some breathing time but only
for these few days ; but so much work is to be attended to that, despite this
short vacation, we aren’t getting much leisure. Holidays are about to end and
the college will recopen tomorrow but we have not been able to apply ourselves
to our studies yet. I took some snapshots yesterday as we may not get
much time later on. I shall send you one or two of these snaps which have
come out quite satisfactorily. Exactly one year has been completed today
since we left home. Last year, just at this moment, we were sailing abroad a
steamer on the Ganges—drifting quite far, the water was gradually getting
muddy—and soon after and we were sailing on the high seas. It is hard to
believe that a year has rolled by in the mean time. I vividly recall every inci-
dent of that morning. All our thoughts at the time of leaving our country,
different ideas about foreign lands—where have they gone now !

For the first one or two months we felt like strangers in a foreign land,
This feeling of strangeness does not disturb us any longer as we have adjusted
ourselves to the new environment. The greatest wonder is how a year has
slipped away on the same way. No doubt, it will not take much time for three
years to pass by, and then, we shall again be right in your midst.

You have asked me to render an account of the expenses incurred during
this one year. Although we left our country a year back, we have not stayed
in this country for quite a year yet. In fact we shall be completing twelve
months of our stay in July next. That is why I am not able to give an account
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for the whole year. But from month to month, the following are the expenses
incurred by us both :—

July— 98 dollars

August— 49 dollars

September — 70 dollars

October— 115 dollars

November— 129 dollars

December— 60 dollars

January— 67 dollars
February— 86 dollars
March— 87 dollars
( 1 dollar=3 Rupees )
Food— 28 dollars

Hostel rent—monthly— 12 dollars

Out of this, uptil now, for books—41 dollars ; and College fees, laboratory fees,
military uniform charges etc. come to 269 dollars. Charges for clothes are 50
dollars. Expenses for the washerman come to something like 13 or "2 dollars
per month, charges for washing a shirt being six annas. We have to iron our
clothes off and on—they charge twelve annas for ironing a suit. We can’t give
an exact sum for postal charges—it comes to something like one to one and a
half dollars. After all, there is our commitment to write four letters ( ten
annas ) per week. This is to some extent a brief indication of our all-round
expenses. Apart from this, all other petty expenses cannot be accounted for.

It is only to you that I am writing. I have not written to Moinu * and
Madhuri * for a long time ; they are perhaps getting annoyed with me over this.

I shall positively write to them later on. Everything is O. K. at this end. How
are you all ? No more today, Monday.

— Rathi

* daughters of Srischandra Majumdar



INTER-UNIVERSITY DEBATE : A REVIEW
Dipak Chattaraj

An inter-university debate ( Eastern Zone ), organized under the joint
auspices of the Gandhi Centenary Celebration Committee and the National
Integration Committee of Visva-Bharati was held in China-Bhavana on
22.11.69. The motion debated was: ‘In the opinion of the house Gandhian
method of non-violent resistance is most conducive to the achievement of
peace, democracy and freedom.” Students from the universities of Dibrugarh,
Gaubati, Berhampur ( Orissa ), Jadavpur, Ranchi and Visva-Bharati parti-
cipated in the debate. The debaie was presided over by Sri Binoyendranath
Banerjee.

The programme started with an welcome address by Sri Jai G. Roy.
Typically, the speakers for the motion adopted a soft tone while most of the
speakers against the motion displayed their militancy and some refined,
at times witty, polemics. Arguments put forward by eith er side were ostly
of a conventional nature. Some of the arguments were simply naive. For
example, most speakers for the motion believed that the Indian struggle for
independence had demonstrated the efficacy of the Gandhian method beyond
doubts and that the success ( ? ) of Martin Luther King more than confirmed
this. To my mind, nearly all the speakers against the motion said something
to the effect that the people at large were not capable of following method
that befits a saint. Some speakers, to be sure, did try to develop more
sophisticated lines of argument. To cite only two examples: one of the
speakers argued that without a thorough structural reorientation of the society
it would not be-possible to achieve peace, democracy and freedom ; another
speaker speaking for the motion argued that even if we did not accept
non-violence as a moral creed, on grounds of expedience the world has to
tread the paths of non-violence to achieve the three aims. But it cannot be
said that these speakers did full justice to their more concrete lines of
argument. It may be that within the limitations of time, a fuller dev<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>