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FOREWORD

I have great pleasure in presenting the volume containing reprint of the
three essays of H. Blochmann, published in the Journals of the Asiatic
Society, in three subsequent years, viz., 1873 (Part 1, No. 3), 1874 (Part 1,
No. 3), 1875 (Part 1, No. 3) under the title, “Comtributions to the Geography
and History of Bengal”.

The pioneering efforts of Blochmann in collecting literary, epigraphic
and numismatic data on the Geography and History of Bengal during the
early Muhammadan period (1203 to 1538 A.D.) and presenting them
with his critical analysis of them in the essays in question, received en-
comiums throughout the academic world. Though written about a century
ago, they are still considered as essential and indispensable source for the
research workers in the field of study. The numbers of the Journal containing
the essays have long gone out of print, and even the library copies have
become brittle and unusable. In consideration of the usefulness of the
essays and persistent demand from students and researchers, the Council
of the Asiatic Society decided in August 1967 to bring out this reprint
edition. I must thank Sree Saraswaty Press Ltd., for their expeditious
handling of the matter and to Shri Dipak Sen, M.A., LL.B., Publication
Supervisor, for seeing the book through the press.

Dated, S. K. Mitra
Calcutta, General Secretary
the 2nd December, 1968
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In the end of last year, General Cunningham, Director of the Archaco-
logical Survey of India, forwarded to the Asiatic Socicty, for publication in
the Journal, a unique collection of rubbings of Muhammadan inscriptions
from Bengal and various places up-country, and in the Proceedings of our
Society for January last, I gave an account of the importance of these
rubbings with reference to the history of Bengal. Dr. J. Wise of Dacca,
Mr. Walter Bourke, Mr. E. V. Westmacott, C.S., and Mr. W. L. Heeley,
C.S., have also favoured the Society with valuable rubbings and notes
on the localities where they were obtained, ant I shall delay no longer
to carry out the wishes of the donors and publish my readings with
a few notes suggested by the subject. I have also examined our coin
cabinet, which I found to contain some unpublished Bengal coins of
great value.

The importance of mural and medallic evidence for Bengal History
arises from the paucity and meagreness of written sources. Whilst for the
history of the Dihli Empire we possess gencral and special histories, often
the work of contemporaneous writers, we have only secondary sources and
incidental remarks for the early Muhammadan period of Bengal, i.e., from
A. D., 1203 to 1538. Nizdimuddin Ahmad, who served Akbar as Bakhshi,
the friend and protector of the historian Baddoni, is the first writer that
gives in his Tabaqat i Akbari, which were completed in 1590, a short con-
nected account of the independent kings of Bengal from 1338 to 1538.
For the time between 1203 and 1338, we depend on incidental remarks
made by Dihli writers, as Minh4j i Siraj, Barani, and °Afif. Firishtah,
who flourished in the beginning of the 17th century, has a chapter on the
same period as Nizdm; but though he gives a little more, it seems that he
used the same, at present unknown, source as the author of the Tabagat i
Akbari. But there can be no doubt that this source was a work defective in
chronology and meagre in details. Firishtah also cites a historical com-
pilation by onc Haji Muhammad of Qandahér, of which no copy is at
present known to exist.

The latest writer on Bengal History is Ghulam Hussain of Zaidpur,
poetically styled ‘Salim,” who composed his Riydzussaldtin, or ‘the Gardens
of Kings,’ at the request of Mr. George Udney of Maldah. This work, the
title of which contains in the numerical value of the letters the date of its
completion (A.H. 1202, or A.D. 1787-88), is rare, but is much prized as
being the fullest account in Persian of the Muhammadan History of Bengal,
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which the author brings down to his own time. From a comparison of
his work with that by Firishtah, it is evident that for the early portion
he has used books which are likewise unknown at present, and it is unfor-
tunate that his preface gives no information on this point.* His additional
source, it is true, cannot have been a work of considerable size; yet he gives
valuable dates which, as will be seen below, are often confirmed by collateral
evidence. Salim has also made a fair use of the antiquities of the Gaur
District. Stewart, who used the Riydz as the basis of his History of
Bengal, has given a translation of the greater part of the work; but from a
leaning to Firishtah he has left out useful passages, which will be found
below. .

A commentary on Inscriptions necessarily contains references to the
history and the geography of the country; but in order not to overload the
subject with unconnected remarks, I have, in the following, separated the
geographical from the historical portion, and have thus found means to
collect, in a convenient way, numerous stray notes which or several yecars
have been accumulating in the course of my historical studies.

*When quoting this unknown source, Salim uses phrases as ‘dar risdlah e didaham,’ ‘1
have scen in some pamphlet,’ or ‘ba-gaule, ‘according to another statement,” &c.

The Asiatic Society Library has one MS. of the RiyAzussalatin (No. 526), written in
bold shikasiah, 277pages, 8vo., 15 lines per page, copicd in 1851 at Hajipar by one Sadruddin
Ahmad. Beginning—Jahdn jahdn hamd sazdwdr i bdrgdh i jahdn dfarine ast, kik in mazdhir i
kauni-ri ba-yad i qudrat i kdmilah i khwésh ba-hilyah i wujid muhalla sikhtah, &c. The work con-
sists of a Preface in four parts, and four Chapters, of which the last contains two parts. The
end contains the following description of the character of the “new rulers”—

“The English among the Christians are adorned with the head-dress of wisdom and
skill, and ornamented with the garb of generosity and good manners. In resolution, activity
in war, and in festivities, in administering justice and helping the oppressed, they arc
unrivalled; and their truthfulness is so great, that they would not break a promisc, should
they even lose their lives. They admit no liar to their society, are pious, faithful, pitiful,
and honorable. They have neither learnt the l.cttcrs of deceit, nor have they rcad the page
of vice; and though their religion is opposed to ours, they do not interfere with the religion,
rites, and propagation of the Muhammadan faith.

el alisve Sl wel ChA L6 Gld adhe baby AT 0 5 &80

All wrangling about faith and heresy leads to the same place: the dream is onc and
the same drecam, though the interpretations may differ.”
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Part I.—~GEOGRAPHICAL

Before the conquest of Bengal by the Muhammadans under Bakhtyar
Khilji in A. D. 1203, Bengal is said to have been divided into five districts—
(1) RaAdha, the country west of the Hugli and south of the Ganges;
(2) Bagdi, the delta of the Ganges; (3) B an g a, the country to the east
of, and beyond, the delta; (4) Bar endr a, the country to the north of the
Padma (Podda) and between the Karatay4 and the Mahananda rivers; and
(5) Mithil4, the country west of the Mahinandi. We do not know
whether these names refer to revenue districts, or merely indicate (as they
now do) popular divisions based upon the course of principal rivers; but as
the different orders of Brahmans and Kd4yasths take their distinctive names
from these divisions, it may be assumed that they existed or were recognized
at the time of Ballila Sen, who classified the two castes.

The ease with which Bakhtyar Khilji took possession of Bengal by
his surprise of Nadiy4,* the then capital, stands unparalleled in history,
unless we compare it with the almost peaceful transfer of the same country,
five hundred and fifty-five years later, from the Muhammadans to the East
India Company. But it would be wrong to believe that Bakhtyar Khilji
conquered the whole of Bengal: he merely took possession of the south-
castern parts of Mithila, Barendra, the northern portions of R4dha, and the
northwestern tracts of Bagdi. This conquered territory received from its
capital the name of L. a k’h n a u t i, and its extent is described by the author
of the Tabagdt i Ndgiri, who says that the country of Lak’hnauti lies to both
sides of the Ganges and consists of two wings: the eastern one is called
Barendra, to which Deokot belongs; and the western has the name of Ral
[i. e., Radha], to which Lak’hniir belongs. Hence the same writer also distin-
guishest Lak’hnauti-Deokot from Lak’hnauti-Lak’hnur. From the town of
Lak’hnauti to Deokot on the one side, and from Lak’hnauti to the door
of Lak’hnir, on the other side, an embanked road (pul) passes, ten days’
march. Distinct from the country of Lak’hnauti is Banga (dipdr ¢ Bang,
Bangadesh, Tabaqat, p. 267), and in this part of Bengal the descendants of
the Lak’hmaniyah kings of Nadiy4 still reigned in A. H. 658, or 1260, A. D.,
when Minh4j i Siraj, the author of the Tabaqat, wrote his history.} Deokot,

* Lak’hman Sen, the last king of Bengal, though called king, cannot have been much
more than the principal zamindar of his time. “He was a liberal man,” says the author
of the Tabaqat, “and never gave less than a lak’h of cowries, when he made a present—
may God lessen his punishment in hell 1”

1 Tabaqat, pp. 162, 242,

1 Tabaqat Négiri, p. 151. Thus an expedition against Banga by the governor of Lak’h-
nauti is mentioned in 657. Tabaqat Nagiri, p. 267.
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which still gives name to a large parganah, was correctly identified by
Buchanan with the old fort near Damdama, on the left bank of the Parna-
bhaba, south of Din4jpur. Close to it lies Gangardmpur with its ruins,
and the oldest Muhammadan inscription known in Bengal.* Lak’hnur,}
the town or ‘thanah’ of the other “‘wing,” has not yet been identified.
The name occurs in no Muhammadan history after the time of the Tabaqéat
i N4giri, and the only hint given is, that it lay west of the Hugli, on the
road, at about the same distance from Lak’hnauti city as Deokot lay from
the capital—which would be the northern portion of District Birbhiam.

Minhij’s remark that Banga was, in 1260, still in the hands of Lak’h-
man Sen’s descendants is confirmed by the fact that Sunnirgdon is not
mentioned in the Tabaqé.t nor does it occur on the coins of the first century
of Muhammadan rule. It is first mentioned in the Tdrikh ¢ Barani as the
residence, during Balban’s. reign, of an independent R4i; but under
Tughluq Shadh (A. D. 1323), Sunnargdon and Séatgion, which likewise
appears for the first time, are the seats of Muhammadan governors, the
term ‘Bangélah’ being now applied to the united provinces of Lak’hnauti,
Satgdon, and Sunnargaon.}

The TArikh i Barani, the Tarikh i Firtzsh4hi by ’Afif, and the Travels
of Ibn Batatah vyield but little additional information. Firizabad, or
Panduah (north of Maldaha, or Maldah) which General Cunningham
significantly calls ‘Hazrat Panduah,’ or ‘Panduah, the Residence,’ appears as

* Of Kai Kaus Shah, A. D. 1297. Journal, A. S. B., 1872, Pt. 1., p. 102.

1 Major Raverty, of whose translation of the Tabaqat two fasciculi have just appeared,
informs me that all his best MSS. have ) M, Lak’hnur. The Bibliotheca Indica cdition
has ))"('U: and often also ) JU, and it was, no doubt, the last spelling that led Stewart
to substitute Nagor (in western Birbhtm), which certainly lies in the direction indicated.
Outside of the Maratha wall of Nagor, we have a Lak’hipur and a Lak’hinarayanpar.

} Barani, p. 452. He spells Satgdon, not Satgion. It is almost useless to remark on
the geography of Bengal as given in the Tabaqgét before the appearance of Major Raverty’s
translation, who has collated nearly all existing MSS. of the work. The Bibliotheca Indica
edition is untrustworthy. Taking it, however, as it is, we find the following places men-
tioned—Nudiyah, in this spelling, for Nadiy4; Lak’hnauti; Banga; Ral (Radha); Barendra;

Lak’hntir; Deokot; Narkoti (?) dv)!) » o 'S ;b0, pp. 156t0158; v ))LJ, PR (2),
p- 158; sdafe (?) and uﬂ)h,\ﬂ (pcrhaps un).\.\m), p. 158; Bangéon, p- 153; Fort Bishnkot,
founded by Husamuddin ’Iwaz near Lak’hnauti, pp. 180, 243. Besides these, a few places
arc mentioned on the frontiers of Bengal, as Kamrud (always with this spelling) for Kamrip;
sl )QO, Jagannath (Parf) ? ; and a few places in Asiam or Tibbat; o ),.)) ?, p. 263;
and J4jnagar, regarding which vide below.

The Tarikh i Firishtah furnishes the isolated fact of the foundation of Rangpur by
Bakhtyar Khilji on the frontier of Bengal (Lucknow Edition, p. 293).
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the new capital, and in connexion with it Fort Ekdalah, said to be ‘near
Panduah.’ The actual site of this fort is still a matter of doubt; even the
author of the Riy4zussaldtin, who lived in the neighbourhood of Mildah
and Panduah, says nothing about it.*

About 850 A.H. (A.D. 1446), during the reign of Nagiruddin
Mahmud Shah, the capital was transferred to Gaur. Thus Lak’hnauti is
henceforth again called in history. The transfer, though it may have been
connected with the restoration of an old dynasty, was unfortunate. Gaur lies
in the middle between the Ganges and the Mahédnand4, thus occupying, as
is the case in all Deltaic lands, the lowest site; and east of it lies the Kallak
Saja marsh, called in the Ain, Chuttid-pattid, into whnch the drainage of the
town opened. Every increase in the waters of the Ganges caused the marsh,
which is connected with it, to rise, and “if the [earthen] embankment broke,
the town was under water,”’t and the drainage was driven back into the
town. Hence the removal of the capital, a short time afterwards, to
Téandah,} and the ultimate desertion of the town as a fever centre for
Réjmabhall.

The meagre information supplied by the Tabaq4t i Nizdmi and Firish-
tah throws no further light on the geography of Bengal, but leaves the
impression that during the reigns of the independent kings (A.H. 739 to
944, or A.D. 1338 to 1538) the extent of Muhammadan Bengal was the
same as what we find it in A. D. 1582, the year in which Todar Mall pre-
%arcd his rent-roll of Bengal, a copy of which Abul Fazl has given in the

in.

The coins and inscriptions of the above period yield a few particulars.

* Mr. Thomas compares with Ekdalah the name of ‘Jugdula,’ a village east of Hazrat
Panduah, towards the Purnabhaba. The Indian Atlas Sheet No. 119 also mentions a village
Jagdal due north of Maldah4, near the Mahanand4, in Lat. 25° 177 30”7, and a ‘Jugdul’
and a ‘Jugdal’ will be found south-cast of Gaur, Long. 88° 28, Lat. 24° 42°. Even in other
parts the name is common; for Jagdal is the Bengali ‘Jogoddul,’ ‘a leaf of the world,” the
world being the lotus, and cach town a petal of it. Another Ekdalah will be found on the
same sheet, south-cast of Bogra (Bagura), Long. 89° 40’ 30”, Lat. 24° 35’ 45", and a third
is in Rajshahi, a little south-west of Nator. The name seems to be the Bangali @3%el, ‘having
one wing;’ and Dodala ‘having two wings,” occurs likewise as a name of villages.

t Ain i Akbari.

1 Rennell marks ‘Tarah’ near the Pagld River (a branch of the Ganges and perhaps
the old bed of the river), south-west of the fort of Gaur, “Tanda standcth from the river
Ganges a league, because in times past the river flowing over the bankes in time of raine did
drowne the countrey and many villages, and so they do remaine. And the old way the river
Ganges was wont to run, remaineth drie, which is the occasion that the citie doeth stand
so farre from the water.” Ralph Fitch. '

The losses of Akbar’s Bengal army in Gaur will be found in my Afn translation, p. 376,
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We have the seven Bengal mint towns given by Thomas,* to which I can
now add three more, viz. Fathdbad, Khalifatdb4dd, and Husaindbad, which
will be discussed below. The inscriptions reveal the important fact, that
Bengal was divided into revenue divisions called Mahalls, over which, as
in the Dihli empire, Shigdarst were placed, and into larger circles under
‘Sarlashkars,” or military commanders, who have often also the title of Vazir
(Diwan). Of places mentioned on inscriptions I may cite—Iqlim Mu’az-
zamébid (Eastern Maimansingh); Thénah Ladr (north-western Silhat,—
both occur also united under the same Sarlashkar); Sarhat, in western
Birbhim, now in the Santal Parganahs; Liopallah, east of the Island in
the Hugli opposite Tribeni Gh4t, evidently in olden times an important
place as lying at the point where the Jabuna leaves the Hugli and com-
mences her tortuous course, first easterly, then southerly, into the Sundar-
ban;f and also several places which have not yet been identified, as
Simldbad, Hédigarh, and S4jla-Mankhbdad. §

From the middle of the 16th century we have the works and maps of
Portuguese historians, notably the classical ‘Da Asia’ by Joao de Barros
(died 1570); and the graphic descriptions of Caesar Frederick (1570) and
Ralph Fitch (1583 to 1591). Nor must I forget the Persian traveller Amin
Razi, an uncle of Nir Jahan, who composed his ‘Haft Iqlim’ in A. H. 1002
(A. D. 1594); but it is doubtful whether he visited Bengal, or mercly wrote
- down what he heard at Agrah. I shall occasionally refer to the works of
these travellers below. ||

But by far the most interesting contribution to the geography of

* Lak'hnauti, Firizdbad (Panduah), Séatgédon, Shabr i Nau (i?), Ghyaspur, Sunnar-
géon, and Mu’azzamabad. Chronicles, p. 151. 7

+ How cxtensively the Hindis were employed as revenue officers may be seen from
the fact that the Arabic-Persian Shigddr and Majmu'ahddr have become Bangali family names,
gencerally spelt ‘Sikdar’ and ‘Mozoomdar.’

I The island opposite Tribeni has a conspicuous place on De Barros’ Map of Bengal
and on that by Blaev (vide PL. IV.). The mape also agree with Abul Fazl’s statement in the
Ain, that at Tribeni there are threc branches, one the Saraswati, on which Sétgson lies;
the other, the Ganga, now called the Hugli; and the third, the Jon or Jabuni (Jamun4).
De Barros and Blaev’s Maps shew the three branches of almost equal thickness, the Saraswati
passing Satigam (Séatgéon), and Chouma (Chaumuh4 in Hugli District, north), and the

abuna flowing westwards to Buram (Borhan, in the 24-Parganahs).

§ Journal, A. S. Bengal, 1870, Pt. 1., p. 284.

I T have not mentioned Nicold de Conti’s Travels (1419 to 1444, A. D.), because he
only mentions one town in Bengal, Cernove on the Ganges, which Col. Yule has identified
with the ‘Shahri Nau,’ or ‘New Town’ on Sikandar Shih’s coin of 1379 (Thomas, In. Coin-
age of Bengal, Journal, A. S. Bengal, 1867, p. 65); but the position of this town is still a matter
of doubt.
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Bengal, in spite of the unsatisfactory state of the MSS., is Todar Mall’s
rent-roll. Though of 1582, it may be assumed that Todar Mall merely gave
in it what he found to exist with regard to both divisions and revenue;
for Bengal was only subjugated during Jahé4ngir’s reign, and properly assessed
by Prince Shuj4’ a short time before 1658. In the Ain we find that Bengal
proper was divided into 19 Sirkars, and 682 Mahalls. Eight of the 19 Sirkars,
and 204 of the 682 Mahalls, have Muhammadan names. The rent-roll
included both the kkdligak (‘genuine,” vulgo khalsa) or crownlands, and the
agtd or jdgir lands, i. e. lands assigned tc officers in lieu of pay or mainten-
ance of troops. The distribution of the Sirkars depended, as in the old
Hindd division, on the courses of the Ganges, Bhagirathi, and Megna,
or, as the Afn expresses it, on the courses of the Padmawati, Ganga, and
Brahmaputra, as will be seen from the following list of the Sirkars.

A. Sirkdrs North and East of the Ganges

1. Sirkdr Lak’hnauti, or Jannatibid, extending from Talia-
garhi (K’halgéon, Colgong) along the northern banks of the Ganges, and
including a few mahalls now belonging to district Bhigalpir and Purniah,
and nearly the whole of Méldah district. Besides Gaur, this Sirkdr contained
the ancient town of Rangamati.* 66 mahalls; khalsa revenue, Rs. 471,174.1

2. Sirkdr Purniah, or Piaranniah, the greater and chiefly
westerly portion of the present district of Purniah, as far as the Mahananda.
9 mabhalls; revenue Rs. 160,219.

3. Sirké4r T4jpur, extending over Eastern Purniah east of the
Mahdnandd, and Western Dindjpir. 29 mahalls; revenue, Rs. 162,096.

4. Sirkar Panjrah, so called from the Haweli mahall Panjrah,
north-east of the town of Dindjpur, on the Atrai River, comprising the
greater part of Dinajpur district. 21 mahalls; revenue, Rs. 145, 081.

5. Sirkar Ghoraghat, so called from the town of G’horaghat
or Chauk’handi on the right bank of the Karatay4, comprising portions of
Dindjpur, Rangpur, and Bagura (Bograh) districts, as far as the Brahma-
putra. Being a frontier district towards Koch Bihar and Koch Hjjo, it
contained numerous jagir lands of Afghan chiefs and their descendants. The
Sirkar produced a great deal of raw silk. 88 mahalls; revenue, Rs. 202,077.§

* Maldah is once mentioned in the Tuwzuk i Fahdngiri (p. 178)-~“When 1 [Jahangir]
was prince, I had made a promise to Mir Ziyduddin of Qazwin, a Saifi Sayyid, who has
since received the title of Mugtafd Khan, to give him and his children Parganah Maldah,
a well known Parganah in Bengal. This promise was now performed (A. D. 1617).

t Akbarshahi Rupees (1 Rupee=40 dims). Grant substitutes ‘Sicca Rupees,’ at 2s. 3d.

+ It seems as if the Mahanand4, in its upper course, is often called Mah4nadi. Van
den Broucke calls it on his map ‘Martnade.’

§ Some MSS. have 209,577 Rs.
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6. Sirkar BArbakabad, so called from Béirbak Shah, king of
Bengal (vide below), and extending from Sirkir Lak’hnauti along the Podda
to Bagura. It comprises portions of Maldah and Dinéjpur, and a large part
of Ré4jshahi, and Bagura. Its cloths were well known, especially the stuffs
called khdgah (the “koses” of old writers) as the khacah of Shahbazpur,
the gahan (= , the ‘sanes,’ or ‘sahnes’ of Dutch writers), and the mdmini.
38 mahalls; revenue, Rs. 436,288.

7. Sirk4dr Bazdh4, extending from the preceding across the
Brahmaputra into Silhat, comprising portions of R4jshah{, Bagur4, Pabn4,
Maiman Singh, and reaching in the south a little beyond the town of Dhak4
(Dacca).* The name ‘Bazjihd’ is the plural of the Persian word bdzid, ‘an
arm, a wing;” and all mahalls in this Sirkdr have the word bdzi after their
name, which on our survey maps appears under the Bangéli form ‘Bajoo.’t
32 mahalls; revenue, the largest of all Sirkdrs, Rs. 987,921. To this Sirkér
belonged Dhaka, and Sherpur Murcha, or Mihmanshahi, south of Bagura
on the Karataya, which is several times mentioned in the Akbarndmah
as a military station.

8. Sirkar Silhat, adjacent to the preceding, chiefly cast of the
Surmi River. As will be seen below, the country was only conquered by the
Muhammadans in the end of the 14th century, and was exposed to continual
invasions from Tiparah and Asim. According to Marco Polo, the Ain, and
the Tuzuk, Silhat supplied India with eunuchs. Jahdngir issued an edict
forbidding the people of Silhat to castrate boys. Like Kamruap, Silhat, is

* Stewart says that Dh4k4 is a modern town, “because the name does not occur in
the Afn.”” But it does; vide my text cdition, p. 407, where the Mahall to which it belongs,
is called Dhakk4d Bazu. In Gladwin’s spelling ‘Dukba Bazoo’ it is, however, scarccly
recognizable. Dh4k4 occurs in the Akbarndmah as an Imperial thianah in 1584; and Sir
A. Phayre (vide above, p. 53) mentions it in 1400.

1 Thus the country west of Pabna is called ‘Bajooras’ and east of it ‘Bajoochup’—
corruptions of Bdzi i rdst, ‘the right wing,” and Bdzi ¢ chap ‘the left wing.” Other corrup-
tions are—Esub, or Eshub, or Esop, or Isaf, for ‘Yusuf;’ thus ‘Esubshye,’ for ‘Yasuf-shahi;’
Nasipore, for Nasibpur, (from Nagib Shah); Nujeepore, for Najipir; Haleeshur (opposite
Tribenf) for Halishahr,=Haweli i Shahr [Satgaon]; Mahomedshye for Mahmudshahi,
(Jessore); Bajitpore, for Bayazidpur (in Dinajpur); Juffurshye, for Zafarshahi, (not Ja’far-
shahf); Kali Modunptr (which sounds like a Hindi name), Kalim-uddinpur; Puladassy,
north of Bagura, for Fuladshahi; Masidpore and Majidpore, for Masjidpir (vide Beames,
Comp. Grammar, p. 209).

In the spelling of Bengal names care should be taken with the frequent ending daha,
‘eddy,” as Maldah4, spelt in Persian Maldah; but the final 4 is radical, and the name should
not be spelt Mald4, as Malwah, R4jah, &c.,=Malws, R4ja, &ec.

Aurangzib forbade by edict spellings like Malwah, Rajah, &c.; he wanted people
to spell Malwa, R4ja.
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also often mentioned as the land of wizards and witches, and the fame of
its jddii, or witchcraft, is still remembered at the present day. 8 mahalls;
revenue, Rs. 167,032.

9. Sirkidr Sunnéirgion, to both sides of the Megna and the
Brahmaputra, containing portions of western Tiparah, Bhalui, and
Noak’h4li, subject to repeated attacks by the Réjahs of Tiparah and Arakan.
52 mahalls; revenue, Rs. 258,283. The Haft Iqlim gives Rs. 330,000.

10. Sirkdr Chéatgaon (Chittagong), never properly annexed
before the reign of Aurangzib. 7 mahalls; revenue, Rs. 285,607.

B. Sirkdrs in the Delta of the Ganges

11. Sirkar S4tgadon. A small portion only, the land between
the Hugli and the Saraswati, lay west of the Hugli, whilst the bulk of the
Sirkar comprised the modern district of the 24-Parganahs to the Kabadak,
western Nadiy4, south-western Murshidab4d, and extended in the south to
Hatidgarh below Diamond Harbour.\To this Sirkir belonged Mahall
Kalkatta (Calcutta) which, together with two other mauza’s, paid, in 1582,
a land revenue of Rs. 23,905. 53 mahalls; revenue, Rs. 418,118.

12. Sirkdr Mahmuadabad, so called after one of the three
Mahmud Shédhs of Bengal, and comprising northern Nadiy4, northern
Jessore, and western Faridpur. 88 mahalls; revenue, Rs. 290,256.

13. Sirk 4r Khalifatiabad, or southern Jessore and western
Baqirganj. The Sirkar is called after Khalifatidbad, which was the name of
the small Haweli-parganah near Bagherhat (vide below). The largest mahall
of this Sirkar was Jesar (Jessore), or Rasulpur; and among others, we find
here the Mahalls Mundagdchha and Malikpur, which the Khan i A’zam,
when governor of Bengal under Akbar (Ain translation, p. 326), is said to
have given to Bhabeshwar Rai, the ancestor of the present Ré4jahs of Je sar.
The name of Jesar, therefore, occus as early in 1582; hence Van den
Broucke’s map (1660) also gives it conspicuously as ‘Jessore.’* 35 mahalls;
revenue, Rs. 135,053.

14. SirkarFathab4ad, so called after Fath Shah, king of Bengal,
comprising a small portion of Jessore, the whole of Faridpur, southern
B4qirganj, portions of Dhék4 district, and the Islands of Dak’hin Shahbézpur,
Sondip, and Sidhd, at the mouth of the Megna. The town of Faridpur lies
in the Haweli Parganah of Fath4b4d. 3 mahalls; revenue, Rs. 199,239.

* Vide, however, Westland, Jessore Report, p. 29.



10 Contributions to the Geography and History of Bengal

15. Sirk4ar Bakl4,* or Isma’ilpir, north-east of the preceding,
comprising portions of Baqirganj and Dhaka districts. It is the Bacala of
old maps. 4 mahalls; revenue, Rs. 178,756.

C. Sirkdrs South of the Ganges and West of the Bhagirathi (Higli)

16. Sirkdr Audambar, or TAndah, comprising the greater
portion of Murshiddbad district, with portions of Birbhim. The name
Audambar occurs also in other parts of India, e. g. in Kachh.t Tandah did
not long enjoy the position of capital: Sher Shéh already had made plans to
remove it to Ag Mahall on the opposite bank. But this was only carried out
by R4jah Mén Singh, who changed the name of Ag Mahall to R4j Mahall,
and subsequently to Akbarnagar. The same Sirkir became again in later
times under Prince Shuj4’ the seat of government, and later still under
Nawiéb Ja’far Murshid Quli Khan, who changed the name of the old town
of Makhgugdbad,} the Muxabad or Muxadabad of old maps, to Murshiddbad.
52 mahalls; revenue, Rs. 601,985. The Haft Iqlim gives its revenue at
Rs. 597,570.

17. Sirkar Sharifédbdd, south of the preceding, comprising the
remaining portions of Birbhum, and a large portion of Bardwén district,
together with the town of Bardwan itself.§ Mahalls Barbak Singh and Fath
Singh, so called after the Bengal kings Barbak Shih and Fath Shah, and
Sherpur ’Atai, where Man Singh defeated the Afghdns (Ain translation,
p- 341) also belonged to this Sirkar. 26 mahalls; revenue, Rs. 562,218.

18. SirkarSulaiménabad, astraggling Sirkar, which comprised
a few southern parganahs in the modern districts of Nadiy4, Bardwan, and
the whole north of Hugli district. This Sirkar was so called after Sulaiman
Shah of Bengal, who also called several parganahs after himself in Murshi-
dabad, Jessore, and Baqirganj districts; but whether the name was too long,

* The author of the Siyarul Mutaakhkharin calls it Hogla H{Jb), from the Bangali word

hogld, which signifies marsh rced—a name which no doubt explains the name of Hugli;
but he strangely confounds Sirkar Bakla with Sirkar Satgion (Hugli).

t Vide Cunningham, Ancicnt Geography of India, 1, p. 248.

t The Akbarnidmah mentions a Makhguc Khan, brother of Sa’fd Khén; vide my Ain
translation, p. 388. Makh¢i¢ Khan served in Bengal and Bihdr, and his brother Sa’idd Khan
was for some time governor of Bengal.

§ The Muhammadan pronunciation of the Bangali Bordomdn. The Haft Iglim men-
tions an extraordinary custom that obtained in this Sirkir. “Feminae hujus provinciae
instrumentum quoddam fictile penis instar in vulvam et in anum inferunt, ut sordes
removeant. The old kings have in vain tried to break them off this habit,”

Regarding the Muhammadan antiquities of Bardwén, vide Journal, As. Bengal, for
1871, Pt. I, p. 254.
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or was purposely changed after Akbar’s conquest of Bengal in honor of
Prince Salim (Jahéngir), it only occurs now-a-days in the form ‘Salimabad.’
The chief town of the Sirkir was Salimabad [SulaimanabAad], on the left
bank of the Damidar, south-east of the town of Bardwan. It is marked as
‘Silimath’ on Van den Broucke’s map. Ol4 (the old name of Birnagar) in
Nadiy4, known from the Srimanta legend, and Panduah, on the E. L
Railway, with its Buddhist ruins and ancient mosques, also belong to this
Sirkar. 31 mahalls; revenue Rs. 440,749.

19. Sirkadr Mad ar an, extending in a semicircle from Nagor in
Western Birbhim over Réniganj along the Damudar to above Bardwin,
and from there over K’hand Ghosh, Jahdnabad, Chandrakond (Western
Hugli District) to Mandalg’hat, at the mouth of the Rupnardyan River. 16
mahalls; revenue, Rs. 235,085.

Thus the above nineteen Sirkars, which made up Bengal in 1582, paid
a revenue on khalsa lands, inclusive of a few duties on salt, kdfs, and fisheries,
of 253,482,106 dims, or Rs. 6,337,052.% According to Grant, the valuc
of the jagir lands was fixed at Rs. 4,348,892, so that we have, in 1582, A.D.,
as total revenue of Bengal, in its then circumscribed limits, the sum of
Rs. 10,685,944. This was levied from the ryots in speciet as the equivalent
of the rub,’ or fourth share, of the entire produce of the land, claimed by
the sovereign as despotic proprietary lord of the soil.

This rent-roll remained in force during the reign of Jahangir. The
remittances from Bengal to Dilhi were, it is true, not very regular, nor up
to the sums levied, so much so that Jahangir appointed, in the end of his
reign, Fidai Khén, governor of Bengal, merely because he promised to send
regularly one million of rupees to court. Under Shahjahan, the boundaries
of Bengal were extended in the South-West, Medinipur and Hijli having
been attached to Bengal, and in the East and North-East by conquests in
Tiparah and Koch Hajo; and when Prince Shuja, was made governor, he
made, shortly before 1658, a new rent-roll, which shewed 34 Sirkars and
1350 Mahalls, and a total of revenye, on khalsa and jigir lands, of Rs.
13,115,907. Shuj4’s rent-roll remained in force till 1722, an addition having
been made after the conquest of Chétgidon. In that year, Nawab Ja'far

* Grant’s total is Rs. 6,344,260, or Rs. 7,208 more, chiefly on account of the higher
sum given by him for Sirkir G’horag’hat. Vth Report, p. 258.

1 “The ryots (ra’iyyat) of Bengal arc obedient and ready to pay taxes. During eight
months of the year they pay the required sums by instalments. They personally bring the
money in rupces and goldmuhurs to the appointed place. Payment in kind is not usual.
Grain is always cheap. The people do not object to a survey of the lands, and the amount
of the land tax is settled by the collector and the ryot (nasag). His Majesty, from kindness,
has not altered this system.” Ain i Akbari.
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Khan (Murshid Quli Khan) issued his Kdmil Jfama’ Timdri, or ‘Perfect
Rent-roll,” in which Bengal was divided into 34 Sirkars, forming 13 Chaklahs,
and sub-divided into 1660 Parganahs, with a revenue of Rs. 14,288,186.

It was, however, only after the rule of Nawab Ja’far Khén that the
Abwdb revenue* gradually appeared in the books. Though vast sums had
been levied on this head, they had been looked upon as private emoluments
of officc. As early as in the tenure of Shuja’ Khan, Nawdb Ja’far’s successor,
we find the Abwabs entered as yielding Rs. 2,172,952, and they rapidly
increased under’ Ali Virdi Khan and Qasim Khén, so that, when the E.I.
Company in 1760 acquired the Diwani, the nret amount of all revenue
collected by authority in Bengal was Rs. 25,624,223.

It is not my intention to enter here further in the historical portion
of the revenue question of Bengal, nor shall I minutely describe the Sirkérs
and the Mahalls or detail the historical and geographical changes that
took place; these 1 must necessarily reserve for the second volume of my
Afn translation. But I shall now attempt to trace the frontiers of Bengal
under the Muhammadan rule as far as existing historical sources allow

us to do.

The Frontiers of Muhammadan Bengal

Abulfazl estimates the breadth of Bengal from Garhi to Chétgéon at
four hundred kos. From north to south, the longest line was from Koch
Bihar to Chittid in Sirkdr Medinipir. “The zamindars are mostly
Kayasths.”” Not a word is said on the strength of the Muhammadan popula-
tion, or the progress of Isldim—comparative statistics were not thought of in
his age. The remark made by old English travellers that the inhabitants
of the islands and the coast of south-eastern Bengal were chiefly Muham-
madans, and the uncertain legend regarding the introduction, in the
beginning of the 16th century, of Islamitic rites into Chétgaon by Nugrat
Shah are the only allusions that I have scen on the subject. Neither history
nor legends allude to the conversions among the semi-aboriginal rural
population, that must on a large scale have taken place during the reigns
of the independent kings of Bengal, chiefly, no doubt, through the exertions
of the numerous Afghén Jagirdars.

The military and naval power of the country is fixed at 23,330
horse, 4,260 guns, 1,170 clephants, and 4,400 boats. In Nawab Ja'far’s

* Imposts as fces on the renewal of annual leases of zamindars (khdgnawisi); nazrdnahs;
fees for remission of imperial revenue; zar i mahaut, or imposts levied for the maintenance
of the Nawéab’s clephants; and many more.
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rent-roll, however, the strength of the naval establishment (nawdyd)
consisted of 768 armed cruisers and boats, which were principally
stationed at Dh4k4, to guard the coast against the Mags and foreign
pirates; and the number of sailors included 923 Firingis, chiefly employed
as gunners. The annual charges of the navy, including construction and
repairs, was fixed at Rs. 843,452, which was levied under the name of
’amalah 1 nawdrd from parganahs in South-Eastern Bengal. The same
rent-roll mentions that the garrisons along the whole eastern frontier from
Chitgdon to Rangamati on the Brahmaputra consisted of 8,112 men (ahshdm),
who cost 359,180, Rs. per annum.

Of the roads in Bengal we have no informpation prior to Van den
Broucke’s map (1660) in Valentyn’s work. He marks (1) a principal road
passing over Patna, Munger, and R4ajmahall to Suti, where the Bhagirathi
leaves the Ganges. From here a branch went to Moxudabath (Murshid-
4bad), Plassi (Palasi), and Hagdia,* crossed the Bhagirathi for Gasiapore,
and passed on to Bardwén, Mediniptr, Bhadrak (wrongly marked on
the right bank of the Baitarani), and Katak. The other branch went from
Suti along the right bank of the Podda to Fath4abad, from where it passed on
to Dhék4. These two branches are marked as principal roads (shdhi rastah).
(2) A road from Bardwén to Baccaresoor (Baklesar in Birbhum, famous
for its hot springs, within the Maréitha Intrenchment of Négor), and from
there to QA4simbazir and the banks of the Ganges, and across the river to
‘Hasiaarhati.” This is Hajrahatti, on the left bank of the Podda, now also a
ferry place, near the entrance of the Burul River, below Rampuir Boalia,
and seems to be the Qéazihatti (Beng. Kdijicrhatti), which Abulfazl
mentions in the Ain. From Hasiaarhati the road passed to a place called
Harwa, and from there to Ceerpoor Mirts, i.e. Sherpir Murchah, on the
Karataya, and passing over Tessiadin (Chandijan, north of Sherpur, ?) to
Gorregaut (G’horiag’hat) and Bareithela (Baritald) on the Brahmaputra,
which will be mentioned below as a frontier town. (3) A road from
Bardwén over Salimabad, Hugli, Jessdre, Bosnah, Fathabad, across the river
to Sjatterapoer,t Casisella, and Idrdkpur, oppositc the confluence of the

*Hagdia is Agardip. Van den Broucke’s map gives here an interesting particular.
He marks Hagdia on the left bank of the river, and Gasiapoor (Ghazipur) on the right bank.
Both places lie now far from the right bank, with only a small k’hal between them, and a
large semi-circular lake round both. The lake, as elsewherc in Bengal, is the old bed of the
river, which now follows the shorter route along the chord of the loop. This change, therefore,
took place after 1660.

Thus also Nadiya lies now on the right bank of the river; but west of the town, there is
still the old channel, which goes by the name of Ganga Bhérat.

1 Rennel gives Satrapur; but modern maps give no such name.
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Lak’hia and the Daldsari, near Balldl Sen’s palace. (4) A road from
Dhék4, across the Daldsari to Piaarpoer and Bedlia, which latter place is
marked at the point where the Dalésari leaves the Jamun4, and from there
to Sasiadpoor (Shahzadpur, in Pabnah), and Handiael (Harial).

The Western Frontier

In the north-west, the frontier of Bengal extended but little beyond the
Kosi River; but under some of the early Muhammadan governors and the
_ independent kings, the Bengal empire included all upper Bihar north of the

Ganges as far as Saran. Of Ilyds Shah, for example, it is asserted that he
was the founder of H4jipur, opposite Patna, on the Ghandak, although
Firiz Shéh, on his return from Bengal, appointed for the first time Imperial
collectors in Tirhut. Sikandar Shah’s coins, again, have been found far
west of the Ksi.

Southern Bihar only belonged to Bengal from the time of the conquest
by Bakhtyir Khilji to about 730 A.H. (A.D. 1330), when Muhammad
Tughluq annexed it to Dihli. From 800 again (A.D. 1397), the whole
of Bihar belonged to the kingdom of Jaunpur. Under Buhldl again, Darya
Khan Lohan{ was governor of Bihar; and under Ibrahim, Darya’s son Bahé-
dur Khan assumed independence in Bihar under the title of Shah Muham-
mad.* It is not clear how far these Afgh4n chiefs depended on Husain Shéh
of Bengal, whom inscriptions represent firmly established in 903 at
Munger, whilc other inscriptions from Bonhird and Cheran (near Saran)
would lcad us to conclude that the whole of Upper Bihdr and the western
portions of Southern Bihar belonged to him in A.H. 908 and 909 (A.D.
1502, 1503). On the other hand, we hear in history of the cession by
Husain Shah of Bihar, Saran, and Tirhut, and of the reconquest of
these lands by Nugrat Shah, who, if he could not hold them, assisted the
Afghéans against Bdbar. Nugrat Shih seems even to have passed beyond
the Ghandak; for a mosque near Sikarfdarpir, on the right bank of the river,
in District A’zamgarh, was built during his reign.

South of the Ganges, the western frontier is better defined. Fort Tali4-
garh, or Garhi,} near K’halgion (Colgong) on the Ganges, was looked upon
as the entrance, or key, to Bengal-—a position which Muhammadan historians
compare with that of Fort Sahwan on the Indus, the key of Sindh.

*Called in many MSS. Mahmud.

11t is not known which king built the fort; but it may be accidental that the name
does not occur in the Tabaqat i Nagiri and in Barani. At K’halgaon, Mahmud Shah III.,
the last independent king of Bengal, died in 945 (1538 A.D.).
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From Garhi the frontier passed along the Ganges to the south of Ag-
Mahall (R4j Mahall), when it again turned westward to north-western
Birbhim, passing along the boundary of the modern Santal Parganahs to
the confluence of the Barakar and the Damudar, from where it went along the
left bank of the Damudar to the neighbourhood of the town of Bardwén.
From here the frontier took again a westerly direction, and passed along
the north-western and western boundaries of the modern Hugli and Habrah
(Howrah) Districts down to Mandalg’hdt, where the Rupnarayan flows into
the Huagli River.

This boundary, it will be seen, excludes the whole of the Santél
Parganahs from the south of K’halgdon to the Bgrikar, Pachet,* and the
territory of the Rajahs of Bishnpir (Bankurd). In vain do we look in
Santalia for Muhammadan names of villages and towns; and though there
can be no doubt that the Muhammadan kings of Bengal tried to hold parts
of the hills by establishing thidnahs and appointing jagirholders, no
permanent settlements were formed. One of the most westerly thanahs in
southern Santalia was Sarhat, N. W. of Shiuri (Soory) in Birbhim, which
is mentioned in Tribeni inscriptions;t whilst the settlement of Pathdn
jagirdars, before and after the time of Sher Sh4h, as a standing militia
against the inroads of the tribes of Jhark’hand (Chutid Nagpur), led to the
formation of the great Muhammadan zamindari of Birbhum, which gave the
E. I. Company some trouble.

In Todar Mall’s rent-roll the following Mahalls are mentioned along
this portion of the western frontier of Bengal—Ag Mahall (R4jmahall),
Kankjol, Kunwar Partab, Molesar,} in Sirkir Audambar or Tandah;
Bharkindah, Akbarshahi, Katangah, in Sharifabad (Birbhim); Nagor,
Sainbhim, Shergarh (Raniganj), Champanagari (N. W. of the town of
Bardwan), Madéran (Jahanabad and Chandrakona, west of Hugli), Chittia
(District Medinipur), and Mandalg’hat, at the mouth of the Rupnarayan, all
belonging to Sirkdr Madaran.

The name of the frontier mahal? of Bharkindah in Birbhim, men-

*Regarding the invasion of Chutid N4gpur by the Muhammadans, vide J. A. S. B.,
1871, Part 1, p. 111.

tSarhat, spelt on inscriptions Sirhat, lies on the left bank of the Ajai River. Its name
on modern maps is corrupted to Saruth. Rennell has Sarhaut. Outside the place, the survey
maps mark two old forts. A little to the south of it, a village of the name of Lukrakhonda is
marked. Renncll on his map of Birbhim (Bengal Atlas, No. II.) places a ‘Lacaracoond,’
in conspicuous letters, south of N4gor; but modern maps give no such locality. Could this be
the Lak’hmir of the Tabaqgat ?

18dbig (i.e. former) Molesar and Darin Molesar. The former name is wrong spelt in
the Indian Atlas (Sheet 113) Sarik Molisser,
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tioned above, seems to have been formerly extended to the whole of Birbhiim
and the Santal Parganahs. In this extended sense, it is used in the Tdrikh i
Ddudi,* on De Barros’ map of Bengal, and on Blaev’s map of India (vide
Pl 1IV). In the latter, it is only given as ‘Barcunda,’ but in the former as
‘Reino de Barcunda,’” extending from Ferrandus (a corruption of Bardwén)
to Gorij, in which we recognize Garhi, the ‘key of Bengal’ West of
Barcunda, De Blaev and De Barros give ‘Patanes,” i.e. the Pathéns,
the military and semi-independent landholders of the western Bengal
frontier. On the Ganges, both maps shew Gouro (Gaur), and opposite to it,
‘Para,’” for which De Barros gives ‘Rara.’f Both spellings may be mistakes
for Tara, i.e. Taudah, which should of course be on the other side of the
river; or ‘Rara’ stands for the old Hindu division of R4dha, which there
commences. South of ‘Ferrandus,” the old maps give ‘Mandaram’ and
‘Cospetir,” which latter name is wrongly placed on Blaev’s map north of
Mandaram, whilst De Barros has it correctly west of it. In Mandaram we
recognize Madaran, the chief town of Sirkdr Madaran, a name which even
now-a-days is pronounced by the peasants Mandaran.} ‘Cospetir,” or De
Barros’ ‘Reino Cospetir,” a name that puzzled me long, is clearly ‘the king-
dom of the Gajpati,” or Lord of elephants, the title of the kings of Oris4, the
final r being nothing but the ending of the Bangali genitive. Sirkdr Madé4ran
was indeed the frontier of Orisa; but if the legends of the Huagli District speak
of the Gajpatis having once extended their kingdom to the Ganges (Hugli
River), it must have been prior to the time when Sitgdon became the seat
of Muhammadan governors.

It is remarkable that among the names of the jungly and hilly frontier
districts, we find so many ending in bkdm. Thus we have Birbhum;§
Sainbhim, along the left bank of the Ajai, in Birbhum district; Sik’harbhim
or Shergarh, the mahall to which Réniganj belongs; Gopibhtam, along the
right bank of the Ajai; Bamanbhim or Brdhmanbhim, in northern
Mediniptr District ; Manbhum, Barahbham, Dhalbhim, Singbhum, in

*Dowson, Elliot’s History of India, IV., pp. 360, 364.

+South of Para or Rara, Blaev and De Barros give a place of the name of Moulauadangur;
and below Gouro, Patana or Patona, and Meneitipur, which I have not identified.

11 have identified Madaran with Bhitargarh in Jahanabad, in the north-western corner
of Huglf District. Vide Proceedings, As. Socy. Bengal, for April, 1870, where the legends of
the place are given.

As the name of Jahanibaid occurs in the Akbaranimah, it has no connexion with
Shahjahan’s name, but refers more likely to one of the numerous Khan Jahans of the Pathan
rule.

§The name occurs in the Ain as a Mahall; but as name for a large division it does not
seem to have been used beforc the 18th century,
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Chutia Nagpur; Tunbhim, in southern Parulia; Malbhtm, the frontier
of Bardwan and Medinipur Districts; Bhanjibhim, with the town of
Medinipuar,* &c. Similarly, the frontier district between Rangpur and the
Brahmaputra, comprising Mahalls Bhitarband and Bahirband, is called
in Shuja’s rent-roll ‘Bangalbhum.’

I mentioned Mahall Mandalg’hét at the confluence of the Rupnariyan
and the Hdgli as the south-western frontier of Bengal. The Districts of
Mediniptur and Hijli (south-east of Medinipur) were therefore excluded.
They belonged to the kingdom of Orisa till A.H. 975, or A.D. 1567,
when Sulaiméan, king of Bengal, and his general Kald Pahar defeated
Mukund Deb, the last Gajpati. Even after the Afghin conquest, Medinipur
and Hijli continued to belong to the province of Orfsd, when Khan Jahan
Afghin was appointed by Daad Shah governor of Orisa, Qutld Khan
Loh4ni being made governor of Puri. On the 20th Zi Qa’dah, 982, (3rd
March, 1575) Mun’im KhanKhanin, Akbar’s general, defeated Daud
Shah at Tukaroi or Mughulmiri, north of Jalesar, and in the peace of
Katak, in the beginning of 983, Bihar and Bengal were ceded. In 984,
Diaud again invaded Lower Bengal, but was defeated and killed on the
15th Rabi,’ II, 984, near Ag Mahall by Husian Quli Khan Jah&n when
Bengal was again annexed to Dihli, and the Afghans withdrew 10 Orisa.
Then the Bengal Military Revolt broke out, and Orisad was invaded, in
A.H. 1000, (A.D. 1592) by Man Singh, when the country was finally annexed
to the Dihli empire. Hence Medinipar and Hijli appear together in Todar
Mall’s rent-roll as one of the 5 Sirkars of the province of Orisa. Subsequently,
Orisa had separate governors; but under Prince Shuja’ their power was
lessened, and the portion from Mandalg’hat to Baleswar (Balasore) was
separated from Orisd and permanently attached to Bengal.}

Hijli (Hidgelee, Hedjelee, Grant; Hingeli, van den Broucke; Ingellee,

*The Ain also mentions a mahall Bhowalbhim under Sirkar Madaran; modern maps
do not give this name.

1So according to the Akbarnamah. Stirling fixes an earlier date; but Sulaiman reigned
from A.H. 975 to 980. Besides, Akbar sent in 972-973 ambassadors to Mukund Deb.

$“Sjah Sousa had already during his time divided Hingeli from Orisa, and had put therc
a separatc governor, and it is for this reason alone that Hingeli, which by position belongs
to Orisa, has been attached to Bengal. So it is also with the governors of Ballasour and Pipeli
[Pipli or Shabhandar, now deserted, on the Subarnarckhi River], which the Great Mogul
ordered once to be under the governor of Orisa and then again under the governor of Bengal,
because the two places are close to the sea.”” F. Valentyn, Vol. V.

Van den Broucke’s map of Bengal in 1660, given by Valentyn, still shews north-west
of the town of Medinipar the “Gedenkteeken,” or mémorial stone, (corresponding to the
‘Old Tower’ of modern maps) that marked the frontier between Bengal and Orisa. Grant
says that the coast of Hijli and Medinipur as far as Balasore (Baleswar) was attached to Bengal
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Rennell; Injelee, Stewart, Marshman ; Angeli, Purchas, De Laét, &c.) appears
in the Ain under the name of Méljhatt4. According to the legends preserved
in the District, the Muhammadans first attempted a settlement during
the reign of Husain Shéh of Bengal, about A.D. 1505, when one T4j Khén
Masnad i *Alf and his brother Sikandar Pahlawén established themselves
at the mouth of the Rastlpur River,* opposite Sagar Island. They conquered
the whole of Hijli, which is said to have remained in the family for nearly
eighty years, when it passed into the possession of a Hindu. As late as 1630
we hear of the conquest of Hijli. “Hingeli, which had for many years a chief
of its own, was conquered about 1630 by the Great Mogul; but in 1660,
the lawful chief of Hingeli, who from a child had been kept a prisoner,
found means to escape, and with the help of his own to re-conquer his country.
But he did not long enjoy it: he was in 1661 brought into Aurangzeb’s
power with the help of the E. I. Company [the Dutch Company], and
was again imprisoned and better looked after than at first.”}

The Southern Frontier

The southern frontier of Muhammadan Bengal was the northern outskirt
of the Sundarban, which extended, generally speaking, in the same manner
almost as it now does, from Hatiagarh, south of Diamond Harbour on the
Hugli, to Bagherhat in southern Jessore and to the Haring’hata (Horingotta),
or ‘Deer-shore River;’ i.e. along the southern mahalls of Sirkars Satgédon and
Khalifatabad. Beyond the Haring’hat4 and its northern portion, called the
Madhtmati or ‘honey-flowing,” the frontier comprised Sirkars Bakld and
Fathdbad, the modern districts of Faridpur and Baquirganj (north). Sirkar
Fathdbad included the islands of Dak’hin Shahbazpir and Sondip, at the
mouth of the Megna. Tiparah, Bhaluah, Noak’hali, and District Chatgdon,
were contested ground, of which the Rajahs of Tiparah and Arakan were,
at least before the 17th century, oftener masters than the Muhammadans.
It was only after the transfer of the tapital from Rijmahall to Dhék4, that
the south-east frontier of Bengal was extended to the Phani River, which
was the imperial frontier till the beginning of Aurangzib’s reign, when
Chitgdon was permanently conquered, assessed, and annexed to ‘Gubah
Bangalah.’

on account of the Mags and the Portuguese privateers, who were to some extent controlled
by the Imperial fleet stationed at Dhaka.

tFew rivers in India have Muhammadan names. Due south of Contai the maps give
a village of the name of Masuad *Aliptr. T4j Khan's tomb is on the Rasalpar River.

+From Valentyn’s work, Vol. V. The *Alamgirndmah says nothing about it.



Contributions to the Geography and History of Bengal 19

Various etymologies have been proposed in explanation of the word
‘Sundarban.’ It has been derived from sundar and ban, ‘the beautiful forest;’
or from sundari, a small timber tree (Heretiera litoralis), which is exported
as fuel in vast quantities from the coast and is supposed to have been so
cailed from its red wood. Others again have derived the word from Chan-
dradip-ban, or Chandradip forest, from the large zamind4ri of Chandradip,
which occupies the south and south-east of Baqirganj District. Or, the name
has been connected with the Chandabhandas,* an old Sundarban tribe.
Grant derives it from Chandraband, ‘the embankment of the moon,’” which
seems to have been the etymology that obtained at his time, and which
has led to the spelling ‘Soonderbund’ adopted by Buropeans.

The application of the name to the whole seacoast of southern Bengal
is modern. Muhammadan historians call the coast strip from the Hugli
to the Megna ‘Bhati,” or ‘low land subject to the influx of the tide,” and
even now-a-days this name is very generally used. The sovereignty of this
district, according to the Akbarnamah and the Rajah Pratépaditya legend,
was divided among twelve chiefs; and Col. Wilford, whatever may have
been the source of his information, says that “the kings of Arakan and
Comilld were constantly striving for the mastery, and assumed the title of
lords of the twelve Bhuniyas.”’}

The sca coast itself is marked on Van den Broucke’s map in Valentyn’s
work as ‘onbekent,” or ‘unknown,’ consisting of numerous islands and
rivers, ‘peryculeous’ for ships, being the place where the “Jagt ter Shelling”$
foundered in 1661.

In order to trace the direction of the northern outskirt of the Sunder-
ban, as it existed sometime before 1582 A.D., we have again recourse to
Todar Mall’s rent-roll in the Ain. There we find that Mahall Hatidgarh
(below Diamond Harbour) was, in 1582, the most southerly assessed
mahall of Sirkar Satgdon. The jungle boundary then passed north-east to
Baridhatti and Medinfmall, north-west of Port Canning, to Balind4 and
Miéhihatti (Myehattee), then south again to Dhulidptr,§ and Bhaluk4 to
the Kabadak River. These mahalls belong to what is now called the

*A copper plate grant in the possession of the Society, found at *Adilptr (Edilpore),
mentions that the villages of Baguli, Bittogad4, and Udayamuna, were given, in the third
year of the reign of Kcshab Sen, i.e. in 1136 A.D., to one Jovaradeb Sarma. The grant men-
tions the tribe of the Chandabhandas. The reading Chandabhanda, as Babu Pratdpachandra
Ghosh informs me, is an improved reading for Chattabhatta, as the name was read by
Gobind Ram; side Journal, 1838, Vol. VII, p. 40.

tAs. Researches, XIV, p. 451.

}Vide Mr. Foster’s article, Journal, As. Socy. Bengal, 1872, Part I, p. 36.

§North of Ishwariptr (Issuripore), the residence of Pratépaditya.
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24-Parganahs; and Sheet 121 of the Indian Atalsa of the Survey Depart-
ment will shew that they lie even now-a-days very little north of the present
northern limit of the Sunderban in the 24-Parganahs. Going up the Kabadak,
in Jessorc, we come to Amadi,* to the north of which, in the immediate
neighbourhood, we have Masidkoor, a corruption of Masjidkur, one of
the clearances of Khan Jahdn (died A.D. 1459),} the warrior saint of
Khalifatabad or Southern Jessore, to whom the traditions of the present day
point as an indefatigable establisher or Sundarban-abédis (clearances). The
Ain then gives Mahall TAl4, with T4l4 on the left bank of the Kabadak
as chief town and Kopilmuni} near it, and then mahalls Sdhas, Khaligpur,
Charuli4, Rangdiyd (wrongly called in the Indian Atlas Sangdia) and
Salimabad,§ north of the modern Morrellganj at the beginning of the
Haring’h4ta. North-west of Morrellganj, on the Bhairab (the ‘dreadful’),
we have the small station of Bagherhat, which gives name to a Sub-Division,
and in its immediate neighbourhood we come to another clearance by the
patron-saint of Jessore, where his mosque and tomb stand. It is the country
round about Bagherhat which up to the end of last century bore the name
given it in the Ain ‘Haweli, Khalifatdbad,” the ‘Vicegerent’s clearance’.
Here, amidst the crecks and the jungles, which no horseman can approach,
Nugrat Shah, as will be seen below, erected a mint, apparently in opposition
to his father ’Alauddin Husain Shéh. ||

Thus we sce that in southern Jessore also the northern limit of the
Sundarban has not considerably changed since 1450 A.D.

Passing from the Haring’hata eastward, we come to Sirkars Bakld and
Fathabad. Sirkar Bakld only contained four mahalls, viz. Ism&’ilpur or

*Marked wrongly on the Survey map Armadi. Renncll has correctly Amadi.
{Westland, Jessore Report, p. 20; Gaur Dias Baisakh, Journal, As. Socy. Bengal, 1867
pp- 130, 131; also Journal, 1872, Part I, p. 108.
iRash Bihari Bose, J. A. S. Bengal, 1870, Part I, p. 235; Westland, Jessore Report,
Chapter VI, and p. 286.
§Here also the Ain has the form Sulaifnanabad.
|l Tt is curious that a liltle higher up on the Bhairab, cast of Khulna, where the Athéra-
banka (the ‘cighteen windings’) joins the Bhairab, there is an ‘Alaipar, ie. ‘Alauddin’s
town. Were it not for the distinct statement of the Riydzussaldtin that ‘Alauddin, after arriving
as an adventurer in Bengal, scttled at a Chandpur (a very common name) in Radha District,
i.e. west of the Hugli, T would be inclined to identify the Chandptr near this ‘Alaipur as
the place where the Husain dynasty of Bengal kings had its home, especially because Husain
first obtained power in the adjacent district of Faridptr (Fathabad), where his earliest coins
are struck.
The Indian atlas (sheet No. 121) spells “Alaipur ‘Alypore,” which blots out every his-
torical recollection, and places it morcover wrongly on the right bank, instead of on the left,
of the Atharabanka. ‘Alaipur is a flourishing place and has numerous potteries.
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Bakl; Srirdmpur; Shahzadpur; and *Adilpar, (from ‘ddil’ just,” corrupted
on the maps to Edilpore), which all belong to Baqirganj District. Abulfazl, in
speaking of the great cyclonc that swept in 1583 over Balk4, says that
the then zamindar of Bakld had a son of the name of Praménand RAii.
Sirkdr Fathabad derives its name from the Haweli mahall Fathdbad, in
which the modern station of Faridpur lies. Yusufpir and Belphuli, in
Jessore District; Haweli Fathdbad and Sirdia (Sherdia), in Faridpur;
Balaur, Telhatti, Sarail or Jaladlpuar,* Khargapur, in both Faridptr and
Dhik4; Hazratpur, in Dhdak4i; Rasulpur, in Dhakid and Baquirganj; the
Islands of Sondip and Shahb4zpiir; and a few other mahalls which I have not
yet identified, belong to this Sirkdr. Thus we sce that the greater portion
of both Sirkars lies between the Haring’h4td (Madhiamati) and the Titulid
River, which flows between Baqirganj District and the island of Dak’hin
Shahbazpur. At the mouth of the Titulid we find the Don Manik Islands,
one of the few still surviving geographical names of the Portuguese.f
Opposite to these islands we have mahall Nazirpir, which we find on the
maps of De Barros and Blaev, placed rather far to the north. Near it, we also
have ‘Fatiabas’,} the chicf town of Sirkar Fathabad. The whole south and
south-east of Bagirganj District is occupied by the old Chandradip
zamindari, which according to some, as we¢ saw above, gives name to the
Sundarban. On Rennell’s map it is marked ‘depopulated by the Mugs’.
Abulfazl says that there were in Sirkdr Fathabad three classes of
zamindars, which perhaps refers to the independent Afghan, Hindu, and
Portuguese chiefs. When Akbar’s army, in 1574, under Mun’im Khin-
Khénan invaded Bengal and Orisa, Murdd Khéan, onc of the officers,
was despatched to South-Eastern Bengal. He conquered, says the Akbar-
namah, Sirkars Bakld and Fathdbad, and scttled there; but after some
time, he came into collision with Mukund, the powerful Hindd zamindéar
of Fathabad and Bosnah, who, in order to get rid of him, invited him to
a feast and murdered him together with his sons.§ This notice helps us to
explain a remark made by Grant that in Shab Shuja’s rent-roll (1658)
a portion of Sundarban land had for the first time been assessed at Rs. 8,454,
the 4badis being called Murddkhénah. || The name of Mukund still lives

*Which, like the name of the Sirkar, reminds us of Jaldluddin Shah.

tTheir names for Hagli (Porto Piqueno) and for Chatgaon (Porto Grandce) are no
longer known; but Sherptr Firingi, Firingibazar, Point Palmyras, still remind us of their
former importance in this part of India.

$Van den Broucke’s map has wrongly Fathpur.

§Ain translation, p. 374.

Il Grant derives the name from murdd and khdnah, the ‘housc of desire;” but there is little
doubt that we should derive it from Murad Khan, ‘Murad Khan’s clearance.” I do not know
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in the name of the large island ‘Char Mukundia’ in the Ganges opposite
Faridpir. This Mukund is the same zamindir whom the PAdishdhnidmah
wrongly calls ‘Mukindra of Bosnah.” His son Satrjit gave Jahdngir’s gover-
nors of Bengal no end of trouble, and refused to send in the customary
peskkash or do homage at the court of Dhéka. He was in secret undetstanding
with the R4jahs of Koch Bihar and Koch Hijo, and was at last, in the
reign of Shéhjahan, captured and executed at Dhaka (about 1636, A.D.).
One of his descendants, or successors in the zamindéri, is the notorious
Sitaram Rai of Mahmudpur.*

Another Zamind4r of Fathabad is mentioned in the beginning of
Shahjahén’s reign, Majlis Bayazid—by his very name an Afghén.

The Parganahs to the south of Bagqirganj are called on the maps
‘Boozoorgoomedpore’ and ‘Arungpore,” which names are connected with
Buzurg Umed Khan, son of Shaistah Khin (Aurangzib’s governor of
Bengal from 1664 to 1677) and with Aurangzib, ‘Arang’ being a corruption
of Aurang. East of these two Parganahs we have Shdistahnagar.} These
names, though they do not perhaps shew when the mahalls were reclaimed,
point to the time when they came for the first time on the Imperial rent-roll.

Sirkdr Fathabad, as stated above, comprised the islands of Dak’hin-
Shabhézpur, Sondip, &c. Of the latter island we have a short notice by
Caesar Frederick, the Venetian merchant, who travelled in Asia, as he himself
says, from 1563 to 1581. He left Pegu for Chatigan (Chatgdon), “between
which two places there was much commerce in silver,”} but “encountered a
‘Touffon’ (féfdn, cyclone), which take place in the East Indies every tecn
or twelve years; they are such tempests and stormes, that it is a thing
incredible but to those that have seen it,”” and was driven to Sondip. “And
when the people of the Island saw the ship, and that we were comming’ a-
land: presently they made a place of bazar, or a market, with shops right

to what part of Biqirganj or Faridpur the name was applied. Grant also says that Murad
Khanah was sometimes called Jeradkhanah. |

*Journal, As. Socy. Bengal, for 1872, Part I, pp. 58, 59. Satrjit’s name occurs in the
name of the town of Satrjitpir on the Noboganga, in north-castern Jessore, not far from
Mahmudpir (wrongly called Mahomedpore on all modern maps) on the Madhtmati
and from the old town of Bosnah, on the Alangk’hali [Ellenkalli] Branch. Vide Westland’s
Jessore Report, p. 32.

tShéistah Khan’s real name is Mirz4 Abd Talib; hence we find in Dh4k4 District a
T4libabad. Nur Jahan was Shaistah Khan’s aunt; vide Ain translation, p. 512.

}The export of silver from Pegt to Bengal may have supplied the Bengal mints with
silver, Sir A. Phayre and Dr. T. Oldham speak of the export of gold from Burma to the
Coromandel coast. Considerable quantities of silver may also have come from Asaim, where
silverpieces even for small fractions of a rupee were current.
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over against the ship, with all manner of provision to eate, which they
brought down in great abundance, and sold it so good cheape, that we were
amazed at the cheapness thereof. I bought many salted kine there for the
provision of the ship for half a Larine apiece, which Larine* may be 12 shill-
ings 6 pence, being very good and fat; and 4 wilde hogges ready dressed for
a Larine; great fat hennes for a Bizze [pice] a picce, which is at the most a
penny: and the people told us that we were deceived the half of our money,
because we bought things so deare. Also a sack of rice for a thing of nothing;
and consequently all other things for humaine sustenance were there in
such abundance, that it is a thing incredible but to them that have seen it.
This Island is called Sondiva, belonging to the kingdome of Bengala,
distant 120 miles from Chatigan, to which place we were bound. The
people are Moores, and the king a very good man of a Moore king, for if
he had been a tyrant as others be, he might have robbed us of all.”

Ralph Fitch also was about the same time in south-eastern Bengal.
He says, “From Chatigan in Bengala I came to B a cola [Sirkiar Bakla];
the king whercof is a Gentile [Hindii], 2 man very well disposed and delighted
much to shoot in a gun. His country is very great and fruitful, and hath
store of rice, much cotton cloth, and cloth of silke. The houses be very faire
and high builded, the strectes large, the people naked cxcept a little cloth
about their waste. The women wear great store of silver hoopes about their
neckes and armes, and their legs are ringed with silver and copper, and
rings made of clephants teeth.

“From Bacola I went to Serrepore,f which standeth upon the
river Ganges, the king is called Choudery. They be all here abouts rebels
against their king Zebaldim Echebar:} for here are so many rivers and
islands, that they flee from one to another, whereby his horsemen cannot
prevail against them. Great store of cotton cloth is made here.

“Sinnergan [Sunnargdon] is a towne six lcagues from Serrepore,
wherc there is the best and finest cloth made of cotton that is in all India.
The chief king of all these countries ‘s called Tsacan,§ and he is chiefe of
all the other kings, and is a great friend to all Christians.*** I went from
Serrepore the 28th November 1582 for Pegu.”

*Lari (J)”)' Ain translation, pp.23, 37. It is so called from Laristan in Persia.

tSherpur Firingf, marked by Van den Broucke a little south of Idrakpur, on the Dalésari,
in Parganah Bikrampur, where R4ja Ballal Scn’s residence was. It is not given on modern
maps.

1 The first b is a constant misprint for [: Jalaluddin Akbar.

§Is4 Khan. Abul Fazl calls him ‘king of Bhati,” and says that twelve zamindars were
under him. He was powerful enough to make war with Koch Bibar. Vide Ain translation,
p. 342, note.
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Sondip was only conquered in the end of 1666 (middle of Jumada
I1., 1076), when Dildwar Khan Zamindar submitted, though not without
fighting, to Aurangzib’s army that invaded Chatgdon.

I have a few words to say on the hypothesis which has often been
started, that the whole of the Sundarban was once in a flourishing condition.
No convincing proof* has hitherto been adduced; and I believe, on physical
grounds, that the supposition is impossible. The sporadic remains of tanks,
ghats, and short roads, point to mere attempts at colonization. The old
Portuguese and Dutch maps have also been frequently mentioned as
affording testimony that the Sundarban, even up to the 16th century, was
well cultivated; and the difficulty of identifying the mysterious names of
the five Sundarban towns Pacaculi, Cuipitavaz, Noldy,
Dipuria (or Dapara), and Tiparia, which are placed on the maps of
De Barros, Blaev, and Van den Broucke close to the coast-line, has inclined
people to belicve that they represent “lost towns.” Now the first of these
five towns, from its position, belongs to the Sundarban of the 24-Parganabhs,
and the sccond (Cuipitavaz) to that of Jessore District, whilst the remaining
three lie east of it. But Pacaculi is either, as Col. Gastrell once suggested to
me, a mistake for Pacacuti, i. e. pakkd kot’hi,} a factory or warehouse, erected
by some trading company, as we find several along the Hugli; or it stands
for Penchakuli, the name of the tract opposite the present mouth of the
Damtdar, or a little above the northern limit of the Sundarban. Cuipitavaz
I have no hesitation to identify with Khalifatabdd.f Van den Broucke
also places it correctly south-cast of Jessore. Noldy is the town and mahall
of Noldi (Naldi) on the Noboganga, east of Jessore, near the Madhtimati.
Dipuria is Dapara, or Daspara, south-east of Baqirganj station, near the
right bank of the Titulia, still prominently marked on Rennell’s map; and
Tiparia cannot stand for anything else but the district of Tiparah, which
1s correctly placed north-east of Daspara.

The old Portuguese and Dutch maps, therefore, prove nothing. They
support the conclusion which I drew from Todar Mall’s rent-roll, that in
the 24-Parganahs and Jessore the northern limit of the Sundarban, omitting
recent clearances, was in the fifteenth century much the same as it is now.
But considerable progress must have been made in Baqirganj District, as
we see from the numerous accessions, during that period, to the Imperial
rent-roll.

*Westland, Jessorc Report, pt. 231.

tHouses arc either kachchd [mud-houses], or pakkd, brick or stone-built.

1The letter f often turns in Bangili to p; hence Khalifatibad becomes Kolipitabad.
Thus Firdzpir becomes Perojepore.
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Of other names given on old maps along the southern boundary of
Bengal, we have (above Noldy) Nao Muluco (?), Buram (Borhun,
in the 24-Parganahs); M aluco (Bhalukd, on the Kabadak, ?); west of
them, Agrapara and Xore, (Agrapard and Dak’hineshor, north of
Calcutta) ; and on the other side of the Hugli, Ab e g a c a, which seems to
be some Amgachha, unless it is slightly misplaced and refers to Ambika
(Kalnah); Bernagar, which should be Barnagar, on the other side of
the river below Xore; Betor (?) as on Blaev’s map, and Belor, (?) on
that of De Barros. Van den Brouke’s map gives, in Hagli District, Sjanabath
(Jahanabad); Sjandercona (Chandrakond); Cannacoel (Kanakul); Denia-
chali (Dhonek’hali); Caatgam (Séatgdon); Tripeni (Tripani, the Muham-
madan form of Tribeni); Pandua (Panduah); Sjanegger; Basanderi (the
old mahall Basandhari), where Van den Broucke makes the remark,’ ¢ Bosh
Sanderie alwaar Alexandre M. gestuyt werd, ‘the bush Sanderie where Alexander
the Great was stopped !’

Again, along the lower Ganges the old maps have Bi ¢ a r a m (Bikram-
pur, south of Dhak4); Belhaldy; Angara (Angaria, at the confluence
of the Kirtindsd and the Megna); Sornagam (Sunnargdon); Dacca;
Mularangue;* Bunder (Bandar, ‘harbow’); Nazirpur, men-
tioned above; Bulneior Bulnee, ? ; Guacala or Gucala, per-
haps a mistake for Bacala; Noorkuly or Noricoel, as Van den Broucke
gives it, (Norikol, due south of Dhaka, and a little south of the right bank
of the Kirtinasd); Sundiva (Sondip Island); Jugadia (Jogdiah in
Noak’hali near the Little Phani, mentioned in the ’Alamgirndmah as an
Imperial thidnah, and often quoted as the seat of English and French factories
in the eightcenth century); Traquetea, ? ; Maua, or Moua, and
Alvia, for which Van den Broucke gives Mava and Alvia, ? ; Jefferi,
on Van den Broucke’s map, the same as Rennell’s Jefiri, at the mouth of the
Phani, right bank.

The cost of Arakan on the maps of De Barros and Blaev is broken up
into numerous islands as the Sundarban coast: it looks as if some of them
belonged to Bengal. Thus we find Bulua and Bacala, which must refer 1o
Bhaluah in south Tiparah and Bakld. Ch ok uria may be identified with
Chukuria, marked on modern maps opposite Maskal Island, on the Mamori
River, as thinah and saltgolah; but the names Irabu, Maoa (perhaps a
mere repetition of the Maua given above), Santatoly, Orieton, are unknown
to me.

Blaev’s map (Pl. IV) and the Chart of the empire of the Grand Mogul

*As this place is marked on an island south-west of Dhaka, it scems to be Mulnadéangi
in the south of Char Mukundia.
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by N. Sausson (A. D. 1652) give opposite Chatigam (Chittagong) a town,
called Bengala or Bengola. Purchas (a compiler who never came to India)
says in his ‘Pilgrims,” “Gouro, the seat Royall, and Bengala are faire Cities.
Of this, the Gulfe, sometimes called Gangeticus, now beareth name Golfo di
Bengala.” Rennell, in his ‘Memoir,” mentions the town as being given “in
some ancient maps and books of travels; but no traces of such a place
exist.”” But he says that it is placed near the eastern branch of the Ganges,
and that it may have been carried away by the river (Ganges ?). Lately
also, a writer in Mookerjea’s Journal (Dec. 1872), Mr. H. J. Rainey, pub-
lished an imaginative account of the submersion of this now lost city, which
in his opinion had given name to the kingdom of Bengal. But the town
is nowhere mentioned by Muhammadan historians, nor by Ibn Batutah,
Caesar Frederick, and Ralph Fitch who were in Chétgdon, nor by De
Barros and Van den Broucke. The probability, therefore, is that no such
town cver existed, and that the name was put on Blaev’s map from Purchas’s
statement; or else the name ‘Bengola’ is a mere corruption of what we
call a ‘Bungalow’ (&K, bangalah), or a ‘Flagstafl Bungalow,” of which
we find several marked on District maps of Chittagong along the Karan-
phuli River, as ecarly as on Rennell’s chart. However, this mysterious town
is not to be identified with the place ‘Dianga’ given by Van den Broucke
half way between Chittagong and Rammoe (Ramu, or Rambi*), because
Dianga is the Dak’hinddng4 or the Brahmandangd, both on the Sangu
River, south of Chitgion, where saltgolahs still exist.}

Regarding the State of Codavascam, which the old maps place cast
and north-east of Chatgaon, vide Wilford’s Essay, As. Researches, Vol. X1V,
p- 450.

The province of Chatgaon was no secure possession, and seems to have
been alternately in the hands of the kings of Bengal, the Rajahs of Tiparah,
and the kings of Arakan. In 750 A. H. (A. D. 1350), about which year
Ibn Batitah was in Chétgéon,} it belonged to king Fakhruddin of
Sunnéargdon. That year falls withim the reign of the Arakanese king
Meng-di, who is said to have reigned from A. D. 1279 to 1385, or 106
years,§ when the king of Thu-ra-tan (Bengal), called Nga-pu-kheng, courted
his alliance. About 1407, again, the king Meng-tsau-mwun fled to Bengal,

*The most south-casterly point to which the Mughuls advanced.

tThe word ‘danga,” which occurs so often in geographical names in Bengal, signifies
‘high land.’ :

$Called in Lee’s translation L‘Jlf(“\*’ . Regarding Fakhruddin vide below.

§Vide Sir A. P. Phayre’s History of Arakan, Journal, A. S. Bengal, for 1844, p. 45.
Thu-ra-tan Sir Arthur Phayre identifies with Sunnérgion.



Contributions to the Geography and History of Bengal 27

and witnessed the war between Rajah Kéans and Jaunpur. He was
ultimately restored to his throne with the help of Bengal troops; but he
became “tributary to the king of Thu-ra-tan, and from this time the coins
of the Arakan kings bore on the reverse their names and titles in the
Persian character. This custom was probably first made obligatory upon
them as vassals; but they afterwards continued it when they had recovered
their independence, and ruled the country as far as the Brahmaputra River. Meng-
tsau-mwun, having got rid of his allies, meditated a change of capital.”

In 1512, Chatgion was conquered, according to thc R4j Mala,* by
the R4jah of Tiparah, who drove away Husain Shdh’s garrison. Whether
the R4jah of Tiparah kept it for any time is doubtful; for in 1517, “John
de Sylvera was invited by the king of Arakan, and he appears to have gone
to Chatigam, then a port of that king’s dominions.t” Anyhow, we can
now understand why Nugrat Shah, Husain Shah’s son, should have invaded
Chatgaon;? but although popular belief ascribes to his invasion the first
Muhammadan settlements in the District, it is clear from the preceding
that his invasion cannot have been the first.

It is not known how the District was again lost; but during the troubles
of Sher Shah’s revolution, the Mughul invasion, the aggressions of the
Portuguese, and the Bengal Military Revolt, Chéatgaon did not belong to
Bengal. If, therefore, Todar Mall in 1582 included it in his rent-roll, he did
so on the principle on which he included Kalinga Dandpéat and Sirkar
Réjahmandri in the rent-roll of Orisa.§

The Eastern Frontier

The eastern fronticr of Muhammadan Bengal extended from Sunnar-
géon and the Megna (but in Shahjahan’s reign, from thc Phani River
over southern and western Tiparah) northward, and then passed to the ecast
including the District of Silhat. The boundary passed along the southern
slopes of the Jaintiah, Khasiah, and Garo Hills to Mahall Shcrp.\ir in northern

*Journal, A. S. Bengal, Vol. XIX, for 1850, pp. 545, 546.

tVide Sir A. Phayre’s History of Pegu, J. A. S. B, 1873, pt. I, 127.

1For particulars vide my extract from the Tdrikk i Hamidi in Journal, 1872, Part I, p. 336.

§“From Satagam [Satgion-Hugli] I travelled by the country of the king of Tipara,
with whom the Mogen [Mags] have almost continual warres. The Mogen which be of the
kingdom of Recon [Rakhaing, Arakan] and Rame [Ramu]}, be stronger than the king of
'II:'ip:ra, so that Chatigan, or Porto Grando, is often times under the king of Recon.” Ralph

itch.
Muhammadan historians spell the word ‘Rakhaing’ JK'A) , Rakhang, or give the

still shorter from t ) Rukh, whence De Laét’s “Roch, on the bordcrs of Bengala.”
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Maimansingh to the right bank of the Brahmaputra near Chilméri, and
from here along the river to Mahall Bhitarband, which formed the north-
east frontier. The sirkdrs that lay along the boundary were Sunnargdon,
Bazuh4, Silhat, and G’hordg’hat; and the neighbouring countries to the
cast were Tiparah, Kachhir (the old Hirumba), the territories of the
independent Réjahs of the Jaintiah, Khasiah, and Garo Hills, and, on the
left bank of the Brahmaputra, the Karibari Hills, the zamindars of which
were the Rajahs of Sosang. They depended in reality on the powerful
kingdom of Koch Hajo,* the ‘4z0’ or ‘Asoe’ of old maps, which extended
along the left bank of the Brahmaputra to Kamrap. In the Karibari Hills,
the Muhammadans possessed, opposite to Chilmari, the old frontier thanah
Hatsilah, which Rennell' still marks as ‘Hautchella.’ The north-eastern
frontier was never absolutely fixed. Baritalah, on Van den Broucke’s map
Bareithella, was looked upon as a frontier town till the beginning of
Aurangzib’s reign. ‘

The invasions on the part of the Asamese were as numerous as the
inroads of the Muhammadans into Asam, which had commenced under
the successors of Bakhtyir Khilji. During the reigns of R4jah Kans and
his son, the Asamese under Chudangpha (A. D. 1414 to 1425) conquered
north-eastern Bengal as far as the Karataya;t and as about the same time
Jaunpur was at the height of its power, successfully encroaching on the
western frontier, and the Réjahs of Tiparah made likewise invasions,? we
may assume that Bengal under the kings of the Kans dynasty was most
circumscribed. With the restoration of the Ilyds Shahi dynasty (about
A. D. 1440) and the gradual downfall of Jaunpur, Bengal recovered her
ancient limits, and entered upon her most flourishing period. The invasion
of Husain Shah. into Kamruap is well known;§ but Kdmrip was only perma- .
nently annexed in 1637, when Gauhatti became the north-eastern frontier
of Bengal.

Silhat, as we shall sec below, was conquered in A. D. 1384, and the
carliest inscription hitherto found thege, belongs to the reign of Yusuf Shah
(A. D. 1480). North-western Silhat had the name of Laad, or Ladr, and
the thinah which the Muhammadans established there, was under the
commander of the ‘Iqlim Mu’azzamabad,’ ‘the territory of Mu’azzamabad,’
also called ‘Mahmudabad.” The exact extent of Mu’azzamabad is still
unknown; but the name occurs on coins and on 'Sunnérgéon. inscriptions,

*Vide Journal A. S. Bengal, Part 1, 1872, p. 53.

tSa according to the Asam Buranji; vide Useful Tables, p. 273.
+R4jmal4, J. A. S. B., XIX, 1850, p. 542.

§J. A. S. B,, 1872, Part I, pp. 79, 335.
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once in conjunction with Laur, and once with Tiparah, and it scems, there-
fore, as if the ““iqlim™ extended from the Megna to north-eastern Maiman-
singh and the right bank of the Surma. In the Ain, we find, indecd, under
Sirkdr Sunnargion, a Mahall Mu’azzampir, the chief town of which lics
between the Brahmaputra and the Lak’hia and bears the samc name. The
present inhabitants, as Dr. Wise tells me, know nothing of its ancient
renown; and the only old building is a ruinous dargah, called after a saint
Shah Langar, the impression of whose foot draws crowds of pilgrims about
the time of the I'd ulfitr festival. The saint is said to have come from Egypt.

The thanah Laur is also mentioned in the Ain as a Mahall of Sirkar
Silhat, which consisted of Partabgarh; Panchkhand; Banyanchang; Bajua
Bayaju (?); Jaintid; Haweli Silhat; Satrk’handal; Laud;* and Harinagar.
The author of the Haft Iglim calls Silhat repcatedly &b ¢ yw Srikat, and this
forms explains perhaps the ‘Reino Sirote,” which De” Barros and Blaev
give instead of ‘Silhat’ (vide Pl. IV). The town of Sirote is correctly placed
on the right bank of the Surma, which leaves no doubt as to the identity
of both names.

K 4mr 6 p, which also appears under the names of Kamrud, Kamru,
and Kanwrt is often mentioned together with Kamata.t The Brahmaputra
which Tbn Batatah calls the ‘Blue River’, is correctly described by the old
traveller as coming from the mountains of Kamrap. De Barros, however,
and Blaev give the river the name of Caor, and show it as flowing from the
Reino de Caor, north of Comota and Sirote. Wilford identifies Caor with
“Goda or Gaur, i.e. Gorganw,” meaning G’hargéon, the capital of Asam,
But G’hargdon (which is the correct spelling) was only built by Chu-klun-
pha, between A. D. 1549 and 1563, i.e. at a time when the materials had
long been sent to Europe from which De Barros in Lisbon wrote his book.
It seems, thercfore, more natural to compare ‘Caor’ either with ‘Gaur,’
the old name of northern Silhat, and which under the form of Gor is placed
by Blaev north of Bengal, or with the name of the Garos who inhabit the
hills near the bend of the Brahmaputra.}

The south-east frontier was Tiparah, or Tripura, spelt on old Muham-
madan inscriptions Tipirah, whence perhaps the form Tipora given by De

*So at least according to some MSS. Vide my text edition, p. 406, where Jd).q..( g
is a misprint for _JuigS yau, Lt lies at the foot of the hills.

tFor Kédmata vide below. Husain Shéh is said to have invaded Kamrup and Kamata;
and the Ain says, Kamrup and Kamat4 are in the possession of the Rajah Koch Bihar.

{Regarding Wilford’s identification of Sirote, vide Asiatic Rescarches, X1V, pp. 387,
436. The places which Blaev gives between Gor and Caor, as Kanduana, Mcwat, &c., are
mentioned below.
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Barros and Blaev. Abulfazal, in the Ain i Akbari, says—Tiparah is inde-
pendent; its king is Bijai Méanik. The kings all bear the name of Manik,*
and the nobles that of Nardyan.” The military power was estimated at
200,000 foot and 1,000 clephants; and numerous invasions of Silhat and
Sunndrgéon by the Réjahs of Tiparah are mentioned in the Rajmala. The
old capital was Udaipur, or Rangamdti, on the left bank of the Gumti.
Hence Van den Broucke speaks of ‘Oedapoer and Tipera;’t but on his map
he places between Tipera and the Brahmaputra, above Bolua, the “Ryk van
Udesse,” which is not marked on the maps of De Barros and Blaev. As he
does not mention Udesse in his text, the name is either a mistake for Udai-
pur, or he has been misled by his countryman. De Laét, who says, “Udessa,
or Udeza, whose metropolis is Jokanat or Jekanat, the furthest province of
this empire to the eastward, is adjacent to the Mag kingdom, whose in-
habitants are most ferocious barbarians,”” and who thus places Orisa (Odesa)
and Jagarnith near Arakan. ,

The western and southern portions of Tiparah are included in Todar
Mall’s rent-roll in Sirkir Sunnargion; but they wecre only conquered,
according to Grant, in Shdhjahan’s rcign; and in A.D. 1728, we hear of a
re-conquest, when the district was placed on the rent-roll under the name
of Raushanébad.

Before going further, I have a few words to say on the country of
Jajnagar, which Stewart, Stirling, Dowson, and Thomas agree in identifying
with Tiparah. Stewart and Dowson, however, also apply the name to a
portion of Orisd, and compare the word with the name of the town of
J4jpur, north-east of Katak, on the Baitarani. Jajnagar is mentioned as a
country full of wild elcphants (4 yljéye) in the Tabaqdt i Nagiri, and the
two Tarikh i Firdz Shahis, i.e. up to about A. D. 1440, after which the
name disappears. It also occurs in the Ain; but the passage refers to the
reign of Hoshang of Milwah (A. D., 1405 to 1434).1

It is first mentioned as lying, together with Bang, Kédmrid, and Tirhut,
near the kingdom of Lak’hnauti;§ find when Tughdn Khin (‘Izzuddin
Abul Fath Tughril) invaded J4jnagar, he left Lak’hnauti city in Shawwal,

*According to the R4jmala, the kings of Gaur had conferred this title on the Tiparah
Rajahs. It is impossible to reconcile the discrepancy betwcen the R4jmél4a and the Ain as
regards the time when Bijai Ménik reigned. According to the Ain he would have reigned
towards the end of the 16th century; but the R4jmala places his reign much earlier. Journal,
Vol. XIX, for 1850, p. 546.

1“The countrics of Oedapocr and Tiparah are sometimes independent, sometimes
under the great Mogul, and sometimes even under the king of Arakan.”

31t may be that Da k’hin historians use the term to a later period.

§Tab. Nagiri, p. 163.
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641, and arrived after about a month, on the 6th Zi Qa’dah, at Katdsan, the
frontier of Jijnagar.* In the following year, 642 [A.D., 1244], the Rai
of Jajnagar invades the kingdom of Lak’hnauti, and first seizes on Lak’hnor,
which above was identified with Rarha (west of the Hugli), where he
kills the jagirdar Fakhruddin Laghari, and then marches on Lak’hnauti.

This remark would seem to shew that, in the opinion of the author of
the Tabaqat, Jajnagar lay somewherc west or south-west of the Bardwan and
Hugli Districts, z.e. in Jharkhand, or Chutia Négpr.

The next invasion, on a large scale, was undertaken by the Emperor
Balban, who in his pursuit of Sultdn Mughis, about A. D. 1280, marched
from Lak’hnauti to Sunnirgdon, the independgnt Rai of which makes
himself responsible not to let Mughis escape either by land or by water.
From Sunndrgdon,} Balban arrives, after a march of 60 or 70 kos, at the
confines of J4jnagar, where Mughis is surprised and killed.

I'rom this remark by Barani, Stewart, Stirling, Thomas, and Dowson}
conclude that Jijnagar corresponds to Tiparah; and the eastern parts of Hill
Tiparah certainly lic about 70 kos from Sunnérgion. The R4jmala, however,
does not state that Tiparah had the name of Jijnagar.

J4jnagar is again mentioned during the reign of Ghiyasuddin Tughluq,
when Ulugh Khién, in 1323 A. D., invades Talinga, Jajnagar, and Bedar;§
and lastly, when Firuz Shah, after his second unsuccessful invasion of Bengal
to conquer Sikandar, returns, in 1360, from Hazrat Panduah to Zafardbad
and Jaunpir, || where he stays during the rainy season. He then marches
over Bihir to J4jnagar; arrives at Satgarh (?), the Rai of which retreats;
then comes to Baranasi, the residence of a great Rai; crosses the Mahindri,
and goes for some distance into Talinga, to which country the Rai had fled.
Firtz Shah then retreats, passes through the country of Rai Parthan [Bir
Bhan Deo, Lucknow Edition], and arrives in Padmdwati and Baramtalj,
great fields for elephants, and returns quickly to Karah**

*Loc cit., p. 244. Katasan has not been identified. The MSS. have also Katas, and
Katasin.

tBarani, p. 87. The Bibl. Indica Edition has Héjinagar, Jajinagar, and (once) Jéjnagar.

$History of India, Vol. I1I, pp. 112, 113. The Bibl. Indica Edition of Bad4oni, 1, p. 129,
calls Mughis wrongly Mu'izz, and says that he had gone towards J4jnagar and ‘Tarkilah
(or Narkilah, as the Lucknow edition of Bad4onti has).

§Badéoni, I, 223. Dowson, 111, 234. Barani, 450.

Il Zafarabad, which is so often mentioned by Muhammadan historians, lies on the right
bank of the Gumti, a little below Jaunpiir, which lies on the left bank. The maps give, of
course, Jaffurabad.

**Badioni, I, 247. Dowson, 1II, 312 to 316. Dowson has Banarasi, for Baranasi; and
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Lastly, in the Afn (my text edition, p. 472, 1. 6), Hoshang of Malwah
goes in disguise to J4jnagar, in order to obtain elephants.

In these passages it is clear that Jajnagar represents a country between
Talinga and Bihar, or, as expressed in the Tabaqat, west of Rarha, i.e. the
wild districts of western Orisa, Chutid Négpiir, and the eastern portions of
the Central Provinces, of which Ratanpur, Bastar, and Sirguja are also
mentioned in the Ain as hunting places for wild elephants. But it is re-
markable that Barani, in relating Balban’s expedition, places J4jnagar
70 kos beyond Sunndrgdon, whilst in his account of Tughlug Shédh’s reign
he gives the same name to a district near Talinga; and we are forced either
to believe that there wepe two Jajnagars, one famous for clephants near
south-western Bengal (Tabaqéat i Négiri, Barani, Firuzshahi, Ain), and
another in Tiparah or south-eastern Bengal (on the testimony of a single
passage in Barani) ; or to assume that there was in reality only one Jajnagar,
bordering on south-western Bengal, and that Barani in the above single
passage wrote Sunnargion by mistake for Satgaon,* which would remove
all difficulties.

The Northern Frontier

From Bhitarband, near the bend of the Brahmaputra, and in later
times from Gauhatti in Kdmrup over K’hontag’hdt, the frontier passed along
the southern portions of Koch Bihar to Mahall Patgdon, or Patgram (west
of Koch Bihér), which is mentioned by Mughul historians as the frontier-
town in the extreme north, and {from therc along the foot of the hills and
forests of Sikkim and Nepal to the northern portions of Pidrniah District.
Thus by far the greater portion of what is now-a-days called the Koch Bihar
Division, did not belong to Bengal.

The Sirkars along the northern frontier were G’horag’hat, Panjrah,
Tajpur, and Parniah.

The inhabitants of northern Bengal according to the Tabaqat i Négiri
were the Koch, Mech, and Théara tiibes, whose Mongolian features struck
the first invaders as peculiar.t

Firishtah (Lucknow cdition, p. 147) has ‘Baniras, which is the residence of the Rai of
Jajnagar.’

Katak is called in the Ain ‘Katak Baniras’; and from the account translated by Dowson
from ’Afif it is clear that south-western Orisa is meant, although the comparison of Jajnagar
and Jajpur may be redundant. Rennell in his Bengal Atlas (Map VII) gives a Baramtala
in Singhbhim, near northern Mayurbhanj.

*Barani's statement of the distance of 70 kos would admirably suit Satgaon; it would
bring us to Mayurbhanj and western Chutia Nagpur.

tFor “T'hari’ Stewart has Neharu, but there can beno doubt that the author of the Tabaqat



Contributions to the Geography and History of Bengal 33

The Réajahs of Northern Bengal were powerful enough to preserve a
semi-independence in spite of the numerous invasions from the time of
Bakhtyar Khilji, when Debkot, near Din4jpur, was looked upon as the most
important military station towards the north.

During the fifteenth century, the tract north of Rangpir was in the
hands of the R4jahs of Kdmata (GsK), to which country passing allusion
was made above. The kingdom is prominently marked as ‘Reino de
Comotah,’ or Comotay, on the maps of De Barros and Blaev (Pl. IV). The
town of Kédmatd, or Kdmatapur, lay on the castern bank of the Darld
river, which flows south-west of the town of Koch Bihar, and joins the
Brahmaputra near Bagwah. The river near |its conflucnce with the
Brahmaputra, separates mahall Bhitarband from Béahirband. The town itself
and the Darl4 river are correctly marked on the old maps. Buchanan esti-
mated the circumference of Kdmatipur at nineteen miles; the palace, as in
the case of Burmese and Chinese towns, stands in the centre. History informs
us that Kamata was invaded, about 1498 A. D., by Husain Shah, and
legends state that the town was destroyed and Nilamba, the last Kdinata
Réjah, was taken prisoner. He escaped, however, and disappecared; but
people believe that at some time in future he will be restored.

The Kamata family was succeeded by the Koch dynasty, to which the
present Mahérijd of Koch Bihar belongs. The new Rijas sccured their
possessions by erecting along the boundary a line of fortifications, many of
which are still in excellent preservation.

The prevalence of human sacrifices in Koch Bihar is known from the
Ain. The Haft Iqlim has the following: “There is a cave in this country,
which, according to the belief of the people, is the residence of a Deo. The
name of the Deo is Ai, and the people are zealous in their worship. Once
a ycar they have a feast, when they kill all sorts of animals found in the
country, beliecving that the meritoriousness of the slaughter comes from
Ai. They likewise kill on the same day the Bhogis, who are a class of men
that have devoted their lives to Ai, saying that Af has called thcm. From
the time they become Bhogis, they may do what they like; every woman
is at itheir command, but after one year they are killed.”

The first European traveller that visited Koch Bihar was Ralph Fitch.
He says: “I went from Bengala into the country of Couche or Quicheu,
which lies 25 days’ journey northwards from Tanda. The king is a Gentile;

means the Thards of Mithila. Vide Dalton, Ethnology of Bengal, p. 126; J. A. 8. B., 1872,
Part I, p. 66.
The Pddishdhndmah says of the Asamese also that they resemble in features the Qaragal-
péaks of southern Siberia.
3
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his name is Suckel Counse;* his country is great and lieth not far from
Cauchin China: for they say they have pepper from thence. The port is
called Cacchegate.} All the country is set with bamboos or canes made
sharp at both endes and driven into the earth, and they can let in the water
and drown the ground above knee deep, so that men nor horses can pass.
They poison all the waters if any wars be. Here they have much silk and
musk and cloth madc of cotton. The people have ears which be marvelous
great, of a span long, which they draw out in length by devises when they
be young. There they be all Gentiles, and they will kill nothing. They have
hospitals for sheep, goats, dogs, cats, birds, and for all living creatures.
When they be old and lame, they keep them until they die. If a man catch
or buy any quick thing in other places and bring it thither, they will give
him money for it or other victuals, and keep it in their hospitals or let it
go. They will give meat to the ants. Their smal mony is almonds, which
often times they use to eate.”

As Ralph Fitch mentions Chichédkotd, and the ‘Alamgirndmah Kan-
thalbari,} as belonging to the Koch Bih4r, it follows that portions of the
Ddérs must have once belonged to Koch Bih4r.

Aurangzih’s army under Mir Jumlah took Koch Bihar on the 19th
December, 1661, when the town was called ‘Alamgirnagar,§ a name which
has not come into use; and the imperial collectors expected to raise a
revenue of eight 1ak’hs of rupees, whilst in Prince Shuja’s rentroll of 1658
Koch Bihar is put down as yiclding Rs. 3,27,794.

On Van den Broucke’s map, the whole Himélaya tract, from northern
Bihér 10 Asam, is called T Ryk van Ragiawarra,’ or the realm of R4jawara
and in the text he says, that “Ragiawara consists of several separate
countries, which sometimes fight the Great Mogul, and at other times are
forced to submit.” Of these several countries he mentions on the map T
Ryk van Morang and 'T Ryk van Jesval, which latter name is also given
on Blacv’s map and will be remarked on below.

*Shukl Gosiin; vide my essay on Koch Bihar and Asam, Journal, As. Soc. Bengal,
1872, Part I, p. 53.

1. e. the place where the merchants from China meet. Cacchegate is Chichakota,
north of the town of Koch Bihar and south of Baksa Fort, Long. 89°35, in the Bengal Duars.
It is now British,

¥ West of Kanthalbari, the maps give a place called Mogulmurri [Mughulméri], evidently
the scene of a fight with Mughul troops. Another Mughulmari lies between Bardwén and
Jahanabad; a third between Medinipdr and Jalesar, where Akbar’s troops defeated Daud
Shah (Ain translation, p. 376); and a fourth, eight miles north of Medinipur.

§Thanah Sangramgarh, onc of Aurangzib’s frontier thanahs near Noak’hali, had
received the same name in allusion to the title of the emperor.
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The Morang was entered by Mughul troops in the beginning of
Aurangzib’s reign. We first hear of an expedition led by Mirzd Khan,
Faujdar of Darbhanga, and Ildh Virdi Khan, Faujdar of Gordk’hpur, against
the refractory zamindar of Morang (beginning of 1075, or end of A. D.
1664). Mirzda Khan died during the expedition; but Ilah Virdi Khan
returned with fourteen wild elephants and nine presentation elephants.*
In the end of 1079 (beginning of 1669), Ma’¢im Khan reported that a false
Shuja’ had appeared in Morang and had caused disturbances there, and
Ibrahim Khan and Fidai Khan received orders to capture him wherever he
shewed himself, and to send his head to Court. Lastly, in 1087 (beginning
of 1676), we hear of a conquest of Morang, but no particulars are given.

Blaev’'s Map of Bengal and of the Mughul Empire

The map of Upper India by William and John Blaev (Pl. IV) is taken
from their ‘“Theatrum Orbis Terrarum,” Amsterdam, 1645 to 1650, Vol.
II,t and is based upon the Portuguese and Dutch charts that existed at
the time, and upon the descriptions of European travellers. As far as Bengal
is concerned, it is a reprint of De Barros’ map, and represents, therefore,
the knowledge which European geographers had of Bengal about 1540.
In point of accuracy it is much inferior to Van den Broucke’s map of
1660,% given in Valentyn’s work. But the map is of great interest, as it
helps us to unravel the difficulties in Terry’s enumeration of the provinces
of Bengal and other portions of the Dihli empire,§ which has also been
followed by the Dutch traveller De Laét in his “India Vera” (Amsterdam,
1631), and of which traces may still be found on Van den Broucke’s map.
It is with a view to explain the extraordinary configuration of Bengal on
the old maps that I have given the present chapter a place in this essay.

From a glance at the map, it will be seen that our carly geographers
had no information of the extent and situation of the countries which we

** A’lamgirmdmah, pp. 850, 875. Madsir { A’.lamgiri, pp. 64, 150.

tCapt. J. Waterhouse drew my attention to a copy of this work in the Library of the
Asiatic Society.

iMattheus Van den Broucke was Land-Voogd, or governor, of Choromandel, which
included Bengal, from 1658 to 1664, during which time he compiled the map in the Vth
Volume of the ‘Beschryving van Choromandel’ in Francois Valentyn’s ‘Oud en Nicw Qost
Indien’, Amsterdam, 1728. (Library, As. Soc. Bengal, No. 2266.)

§Edward Terry was chaplain to Sir Thomas Row, the Ambassador to Jahangir’s Court,
and was later Rector of the Church at Greenford, Middlesex. He presented his ‘Voyage
to East India,’ in 1622, shortly after his return to England, to the then Prince of Wales; but
he only published it in 1655, when he was sixty-four years old.
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now-a-days call the Central Provinces and Chutia Nagpur. Hence Gwdliar,
Narwar, and (on Van den Broucke’s map) Malw4, bound Bengal on the
west; the Santal mountains are continued eastwards to meet the Asim
mountainchains, and places belonging to the Central Provinces have been
put north of Bengal.

Terry enumerates the following provinces as belonging to the Mughul
empire—1. Candahore, Qandahar; 2. Cabul; 3. Multan; 4. Haiacan, Hajikan,
a sirkdr of Sindh; 5. Buckor, Bhakkar; 6. Tatta; 7. Soret with fonagar,
Sorat’h with Junagarh; 8. Fesselmeere; 9. Attok; 10. Peniab, Panjab;
11. Chishmeere, Kashmir; 12. Banchish, ‘“‘the chief city is called Bishur;
it lyeth east, somewhat southerly from Chishmeere, from which it is
divided by the River Indus.” Here we have the first misplacement. Terry
means Bangash and Bajor (Sawad, Swat); but for East, he should have
said West.

13. Fangapore, “‘the chief city so called; it lieth upon the River Kaul,
one of those five rivers which water Peniab.” (?) De Laét has ‘Jengapor
or Jenupar,” between Lahore and Agra. 14. Fenba, cast of Peniab, Chamba.
15. Dellee* Dihli. 16. Bando; ‘it confincth Agra to the west.” This is
Bandhd, or Bandhugarh, south-east of Agrah. 17. Malwa; 18. Chitor;
19. Gujarat; 20. Chandis, Khandesh; 21. Berar, with the chief city Shapore ;T
22. Narwar; 23. Gwaliar; 24. Agra; 25. Sambal, Sambhal, or Muridabad
District. 26. “Bakar, the chief city called Bikaneer, it lyeth on the west
side of the River Ganges.” The whole remark seems to be crroneous.
27. Nagracot, Nagarkot or Kangrah. 28. Siba, “the chicl city is called
Hardware.}” 29. Kakares, “‘the principal citics are called Dekalee and Piirhola.”
Terry means the Gakk’har District, the chief cities of which were Dangali
and Pharwialah; vide Ain translation, p. 621. Terry also rcmarks that the
Caucasus (Himalaya) divides Kakares from Tartaria, which accounts for
its northern position on Blaev’s map. 30. Gor, “the chief city so called;
it is full of mountains; the River Sersily, a tributary unto Ganges, has its
beginning in it.” Vide 32. t

31. Pitan, “‘the chief city so called; the River Canda waters it, and
falls into the Ganges in the confines thereof.” This is Paithan, the form

*“Which signifies an Heart, and is seated in the heart of the Mogul’s territories.” Terry.
This unfortunate etymology shews however that Terry knew some Persian, because he
cleverly disposes of the final yd. Similarly, he derives ‘Khusrau,” from un")a and 3, 3
and ‘Sultan Khurram’ from ¢ j( karam, liberality !

1Shahpur, built by Sultan Murad, Akbar’s son, six kos south of Balaptr, now in ruins.

11 do not know whether the country near Haridwér was ever called Siba. In the Ain,
a parganah of the Bisat Jalandhar Du4b is called Sibah.
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used by Abulfazl for Path4n, or Pathénkot. Terry evidently means the
whole hill tract of the Sirmur range, as far as the Alaknanda. It is, how-
ever, possible that he meant the Markand4; but this river does not flow
into the Ganges. The crror in the position of Pitan is remarkable, as Terry,
De Laét, and Blaev give Temmery (a Dutch spelling for Dhameri, the
old name of Nurpdr, near Pathankot) between the Ravi and Nagarkot
(Kéangrah).

32. Kanduana, “‘the chief city is called Karhakatenka; the River Sersily
parts it from Pitan. This and Gor are the north-east bounds of this
Monarchy.” There can be no doubt that Kanduana is Gondwénah (Central
Provinces), of which the capital is Garha-Katanga (Jabalpir); vide Ain
translation, p. 367. If Gor is the north-east boundary of the empire, it is
the Gaur of Silhat, mentioned above, or the Garo Hills. Sersily is a misprint
for Sersity, the Saraswati, which after the Jamuna is the principal (legendary)
tributary of the Ganges. The map follows the legend and makes the
Saraswati flow into the Ganges near Hclobass (Ilahbas, the old name
of I1l4habad).* De Laét increases the confusion by calling the Sersily
‘Perselis’. But the passage need no longer exercise commentators. Blaev’s
map clearly shows how erroneously the early geographers arranged the
provinces.

33. Patna, “the chief city so called; the River Ganges bounds it on
the west; Sersily on the east; it is a very fertile Province.”

34. Fesual, “the chief city is called Raiapore; it lieth east of Patna.”
Van den Broucke puts Jesual east of Morang; and Blaev’s map marks it
as a country for elcphants. It scems, therefore, that Raipar in the Central
Provinces is meant, the elephant country par excellence, though the
name ‘Jesual’ is not clear to me.

35. Mevat, ‘“the chicf city is called Narnol; it is very mountainous.”
This is Mewat, south-west of Dihli, with Narnol. I am at a loss to under-
stand how Mecwat could have been placed so far away from Dihli; but
Blaev’s map shows why Terry and De’Laét mention it here. The error was
not even detected by Van den Broucke, who places T Ryk van Mewat east
of the Brahmaputra, south of ‘Cos Assam.’}

*According to the legend, the Saraswati, which is lost in the sand east of Bhatinda
District, joins the Ganges below the ground at Ilahabad. Hence at Tribenf and other places
in Bengal, wherever two rivers leave the Ganges, we find the names Saraswati and Jamuna
repeated.

1+The London edition of 1655 has ‘Jesuat.” De Laét has “Jesual, whose metropolis is
Raiapore or Ragapore, lies to the cast of Patna, and north-west of Bengala.”

+Asam is often called Koch Asam.
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36. Udessa, “the chief city called Fekanat; it is the most remote part
east of this empire.” De Laét says: It is the furthest province of this empire
to the eastward, is adjacent to the Maug kingdom, whose inhabitants
are most ferocious barbarians.” De Barros and Blaev have avoided this
mistake; Van den Broucke, however, places T Ryk van Udesse north of
Bollua (Bhaluah), between Tiparah and the Brahmaputra. But Orisa and
Jagannat'h are meant. The spelling Udessa is clearly a transliteration
of Ms)l , Udes4, and De Laét has overlooked the identity of ‘Orisa’
and ‘Udessa.’

37. Bengala.
It would take me too far from my subject, were I to enter on the

identification’ of the places in western India on Blaev’s map. I hope to do
so at a future period, or would rather leave the task to Mr. E. Lethbridge,
who has lately published valuable extracts from De Laét’s work in the
Calcutta Review. *

Part II.-HISTORICAL

The Muhammadan period of the history of Bengal may be conveniently
divided into five parts—

I. The ‘Initial period’, or the reigns of the governors of Lak’hnauti
appointed by the Dihli sovereigns, from the conquest of Bengal by Muham-
mad Bakhtyar Khilji, A. D. 1203 to 1338 A. D.

II. The period of the independent kings of Bengal, from 1338 to 1538.

III. The period of the kings of Sher Shah’s family and their Afghan
successors, from 1538 to 1576.

IV. The Mughul period, from 1576 to 1740.

V. The Nawébi period, from the accession of ’Ali Virdi Khén, in 1740,
to the transfer of Bengal to the East India Company.

In the following pages, I shall principally treat of the first and second

periods.
I

Tue INnmmiaL Periop (1203 To 1338, A. D.)

The first period has been almost exhaustively described by Mr, E.
Thomas in his ‘Initial Coinage of Bengal,” published in the Journal for
1867, in which he details the results of his examination of selections made
from 13,500 picces of silver, accidentally found in Koch Bih4r in August,
1863. I can, therefore, with regard to this period, merely give a few in-
teresting inscriptions which have since turned up, and note a few coins—
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second gleanings from the Koch Bihar trouvaille—which are in the Society’s
cabinet.

Of the following inscriptions belonging to the Initial Period, one was
received from General Cunningham, and the others from Mr. Broadley, who
handed over to the Society in all twenty-two rubbings, which I have de-
ciphered and translated. The original stones are either attached to old
public buildings in the town of Bihar, or are preserved in the Museum
of that place.*

No. 1. The Tughril Inscription of Bihdr. [B. C.]
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This building was ordered to be erected during the days of the rcign of the Majils i
Ali, the great Khan, the exalted Khaqan, *Tzzul haq waddin, the help of Islam and the
Muslims, the helper of princes and kings, Abul Fath Tughril, the Royal, may God perpetuate
his rcign ! The slave, Mubarak Khan, the Treasurer,—may God grant acceptance !

In the month of Muharram, 640 [July, 1242, A.D.]

The inscription is a large slab of basalt, and is at present in the Bihar
Museum. It was found let into brick work on the north side of the great
Dargéh, to protect the doorway from rain. A photozincograph of it was
published by me in the Journal of the Socicty for 1871, Pt. I, Pl vii.

It is of interest to remark that South Bihar was under the Lak’hnauti
governors from Bakhtyar Khilji’s time.

Tughril in 631 (A. D. 1233-34) succeeded Saifuddin Aibak as governor
of Lak’hnauti, in which office he contiftued till the 5th Zi Qa’dah 642 (or 4th
April, 1245), on which day he was forced to cede his office to Qamaruddin
Timur Khan. Tughril was appointed to Audh; and Timur Khan remained

*Together with the rubbings, Mr. Broadley made over to the Society rcadings of scveral
early Muhammadan coins of importance, and also a few notes on the Muhammadan build-
ings of the town of Bihar. The coins have since passed into the collection of Col. Guthrie,
and have been published by Mr. E. Thomas in his ‘Second Part of the Initial Coinage of
Bengal’ (about to be reproduced in this Journal). The “notes” are of little value, and are
morcover incomplete, so that I can only give my readings and translations of the Bihar ins-
criptions. They are marked ‘B. G.’” (Bihar Collection.)
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in Lak’hnauti till 29th Shawwal, 644, (or 9th March, 1247) on which day
both he and Tughril died.*

The following arc the governors of Bengal from Saifuddin Aibak to
Bughra Khan. The dates differ slightly from Mr. Thomas’s list on p. 8 of
his ‘Chronicles.’

Saifuddin Aibak. Dies at Lak’hnaut{ in 631. Tabg., p. 239.

*Izzuddin Abul Fath Tughril Tughan Khéan, governor from 631 to 5th
Zi Qa’dah, 642. Tabq., p. 245. He withdraws to Audh, and dies on the
29th Shawwal, 644.

Qamaruddin Timur Khan, governor from 5th Zi Qa’dah, 642, to 29th
Shawwal, 644, when he, too, dies. Tabg., p. 246.

Ikhtiydruddin Yuzbak Tughril Khén, proclaims himself king under
the title of Sultin Mughisuddin. Perishes in Kamrup. Tabg., p. 263. No
dates are given. ,

Jaldluddin Mas’ad, Malik Jani Khilji Khin, becomes governor on the
18th Zi Qa’dah, 656 (or 17th Nov., 1258). Tabgq., pp. 206, 225.

’Izzuddin Balban, was governor in 657, in which year he was attacked
by Téjuddin Arsalan Khan Sanjar i Khwdérazmi, who, however, was
captured or killed by ’Izzuddin. Tabg., p. 267.1

Muhammad Arsalan Tatar Khan, son of Arsalin Khan Sanjar. He
had been for some time governor, when the emperor Balban ascended the
thronc (664). Barani, p. 66. After a few years he was succeeded by
Tughril, who proclaimed himself king under the mname of Sultin
Mughisuddin. His fate has bcen mentioned above. No dates are
given.

Bughra Khén, Négiruddin Mahmid, second son of emperor Balban.

No. 2. The Bdrahdari Inscription of Bihdr. [B. C.]

This inscription also belongs to the time of the early governors of
Bengal; but unfortunately the first half with the name of the governor is
wanting. Its datc however, A. H. 663, shews that it belongs to the time of
Muhammad Arsalin Tatar Khén, governor of Bengal in the end of the
reign of Néciruddin Mahmud of Dihli. The inscription was found in the
yard facing the shrine of Shih Fazlullah, Barahdari Mahallah, Bih4r.

*Tabagdt i Niciri, pp. 245, 246, where Tughril is called Tughril Tughian Khan. Hence
the tdrikh on p. 246 is wrong, and for sin we have to read mim. ‘Tughril’ signifies a kind of
falcon or hawk, and tughril shudan, like shungdr shudan, teans ‘to die.’ ‘Shunqar’ also is a kind
of falcon.

tHence T4juddin Arsaldn Khén should not be put among the governors of Bengal,
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**may God (perpetuate) his rule and g()vemorship,"and may He cause his cdifice to remain
in the realm ** by the erection of this blessed tomb in the months of the year **Sultén
Shah, (O God, illuminate his grave, and whiten his forchead, and make his grave a garden
of the gardens of Paradise, but do not make it a pit of the pits of firc !). On Saturday cvening,
the 18th Jumada I, 663. The architect is their § slave, who is (')bligcd by their rewards, Majd
of Kabul. [8th March, 1265].

No. 3. The Kai Kdis Inscription of Kagol. P1. V, Nos. 1 and 2.

A rubbing of this inscription was received from General Cunningham.
Its date is, curious to say, the same as that of the Kai Kaus inscription of
Gangarampur, published by me in the Journal, for 1872, p. 103. Mr.
Thomas has published coins of this king, bearing the dates 691, 693, 694,
695 (Chronicles, p. 149), and the cabinet of the As. Soc. of Bengal contains
two clear specimens of 691, and 696 (Lak’hnauti mint).

The inscription is—
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This Jami’ Mosque was built during the reign of the great Sultan, the owner of the
necks of nations, the master of the princes of the Turks and the Persians, the lord of the crown
and the signet, Ruknuddunyi waddin [Kai Kaud]s Shah, the king, son of a king who was

*The text has a dual.
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the son of a king, the right hand of God’s Viceregent, the helper of the Commander of the
Faithful, and during the governorship of the great Khan, the exalted Khagan, Ikhtiyar ul
haq waddin, the Khéan of the Khans of the East and of China, the second Alexander, Firuz
Aitigin Sultan, (may God perpetuate his rule !) **[by] the victorious, the invincible, the
champion, Ziyauddaulah waddin Ulugh Khan, may God perpetuate his rule and increase
his benefits ! On the 1st day of Muharram, of the year 697. [19th October, 12971*

The reading of the name ‘Aitigin’ or ‘beautiful moon,’ in this inscrip-
tion was suggested by Mr. Redhouse, and I gladly correct my recading
Itgin in the Kai Kaus inscription, published by me in the Journal for 1872,
p. 103, where the correct name of the builder is Zafar Khan Bahram Aitigin,

the Royal (sultdni).}

*This inscription contains what Mr. Thomas calls an unusual reiteration of the words
thnu sultanin ibni sultdn, which is perhaps more unusual on coins than on inscriptions. But
the spirit of pride that breathes in the words is apparent, when we compare with it the legend
of the coins struck in Tirhut by the rebel Bahadur, given in Badaoni II, p. 298.

In Raziyah’s Bengal coinage (Thomas, Chronicles, p. 107), 1 read for fje», which
has no sense, ¥doso , mumiddatu, ‘the helper,” the same as iifaU. ‘Raziyah’ stands for
‘Raziyat unnisi,’ i.e. one who among women is looked upon with favour.

1 also take this opportunity to give my reading of the Nagiruddin Mahmud Inscription,
published by Mr. Thomas in his Chronicles, p. 129, an inscription which in style is similar
to the above Kai Kats inscription. General Cunningham has favored the Society with a
rubbing of it,

o (.»)Jl by Eile {.ln.c”’ bl ioe sge g §lon)) m.o[u»]
ot o Sy Sl U el S ablied] e sl )
) he o) olA &‘JW, o Qyeswe Jb‘&“” L.5"| (Jw) S J r’(s»” s..a\&(aﬂ
Syl o pall Gl o Jodlis Wby ) ) ) ety sl
o I J...GJI ui e o a3 (.(;_) &.55 d«m&"Jl u:l) \'I'\"‘Jl) L,J:Z‘JI

“This building was erected during the reign of the great Sultan, the owner of the necks
of nations, Nagiruddunyawaddiny the king of kings, who protects the people
of the Faith, thc heir of the kingdom of Solomon, the lord of the signet in the kingdom of
the world, AbulMuzaffar MahmudSh4h, the son of the king(may God perpetuate
his rule and kingdom !), by order of the learned and great Malik, A’zam Qutlugh
Khin Bahidlhagqwaddin, the Malik of the Maliks of the Eastern Provinces and
China, Balban the Shamsi [slave of Shamsuddin Tltitmish], during the period of his
governorship, may his high qualities endure ! On the 10th Rajab, 652.°

From this it will be seen that A’zam Qutlugh Khan (Balban) docs not call himsclf
Malik ul’ Alam ‘the Malik of the world,” but almalik ul’dlim, ‘the learned Malik.’

+Or, we might at once translate, ‘the Sultdin;’ for sultdni, as abstract noun, occurs on
numerous coins; vide Proceedings A. S. Bengal, for June, 1870, p. 152. The translation of
the other portions of the inscription is here confirmed.
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The date of this inscription is the latest yet discovered of Kai Kaus’s
reign.
Kai Kaus seems to have been succeeded by his brother Shamsuddin
Firiz Shah (I). Mr. Thomas quotes coins of this king, dated 702, 715, 720,
722, and the cabinet of the Asiatic Society of Bengal has three specimens,
struck at Lak’hnauti, with clear dates 706 and 715, and (slightly doubtful)
710.

Three inscriptions of Firdz Shah have hitherto been found, of which
one, dated Ist Muharram, 713, or 28th April, 1313, was published by me
in this Journal, for 1870, Part I, p. 287.* The other two inscriptions are
from Bihér, and are dated 709 and 715. They reveal that Firtiz Shah had
a son Hatim Khé4n,t who in those two years, and probably in the interval,
was governor of Bihdr.

No. 5. The Firiz Shdk (I) Inscription of Bihdr. [B. C.]
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This (additional ?) building was crected in  the reign  of the great Sultan
ShamsuddunyidwaddinAbulMuzaffarFiruzShabh, the king, (may God
perpetuate his kingdom and his rule !) and during the governorship of the just and liberal
Khan, the champion of God, **H atim K h & n, the son of the king, may God perpetuate
his rule ! The weak slave Muhammad Husain Tak’harori. During the months of the year

709. [A.D. 1309.]
A plate of this inscription was published in this Journal, for 1871,

Part I, Pl viii. The inscription itself is attached to a lofty gateway, which
together with an arched hall, fast falling to decay, and a roofless mosque,
forms the remains of what tradition dalls Hatim Khén’s palace. It stands
on a gentle eminence, duc east of the Bihidr mountain. :

No. 6.
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*Where in the third line for rljﬂ)l read o J.s’ 9.
{Besides the four sons mentioned by Mr. Thomas, Chronicles, p. 148.
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This mosque was built in the reign of the great SultAn Shamsuddunya
waddin Abul Muzaffar Firaz Shah, the king and during the governorship
of the Khagan of the age, known as Hatim Khan, may God cause their shadows to
last! The slave, who trusts in God and hopes for His mercy, the meanest of mankind, Bahram,

son of Haji, may God turn to him and may He pardon his parents !
On the first day of the month of Rajab of the year 715. [1st October, 1315].

This inscription, a line slab of basalt, leans against the wall of the
Chhotd Dargih in Bihar.

Two other sons of Firtiz Shah, Shihdbuddin Bughdah Shéh and the
well known Ghiyasuddin Bahadur Shah, struck coins as ‘kings of Bengal’
during the lifetime of their father. Of the former, Mr. Thomas says
(Chronicles, p. 194)—*“Neither history, incidental biography, nor numis-
matic remains avail to do more than prove the elevation, as they seem to
indicate the brief and uneventful rule, of Shihdbuddin Bughdah Shih. No
date or place of mintage is preserved.” However, the cabinet of the Asiatic
Society possesses two specimens,* onc of the same kind as published by
Mr. Thomas (Chronicles, Pl. V1, No. 4), and a new variety, containing the
same legend, but with the letters, on the obverse, close together, and with
a ' instead of the star on the reverse. The {former fortunately contains
a complete margin, with the clear legend—

Qlomsar 5 e lod S uJ).\g.ﬁb FOL- PRV @y
This silver coin was struck at Lak’hnauti in the year 718.

Mr. Thomas looks upon the d in the name of this king as the Hind{ 3,
which is so often interchanged with 5 re. This may be the case, inasmuch as
Shih4h, according to Muhammadan custom, would assume the name of
his grandfather |y, bughrd;T but in India, people seem early to have substi-
tuted a dal for the re; hence we find in the Ain the form _go% bughdi.}

Ghiy4suddin Bahadur Shah was the last of the Balbani kings of Bengal.
“In A.H. 733, Muhammad ibn i Tughluq is found issuing his own coin in

*Evidently Babu Réjendralala Mitra’s sclections from the Koch Bihar hoard.
tWhich signifies a male ‘Bactrian Camecl’ (with two humps). The spellings given in

dictionaries are lij) - l}v )JU f)“ ))” ))‘J’

+Vide my Ain translation, p. 143.
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Bengal, and Bahéidur, defeated and put to death, contributed an example
to insurgent governors in his own skin, which was stuffed and paraded
through the province and the empire.”* And already the year before, we
find that a palace had been built, or renovated, in Bihdr for the Imperial
Ndib, which tradition still calls the ‘sukinat,’ or residency.

No. 7. The Sukinat Inscription of Bihdr. [B. C.]
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This high and world-adorning gate, and this lofty, hcaven-touching portico, were
renewed in the reign of the Khalifah, the asylum of the world, whose court is the heaven,
the Lord of the kings of the universe, the ruler of mankind who gives security and safety
to the people of the Faith, the heir of the kingdom of Solomon, AbulMujahid Muham
mad,sonof TughlugqShah, the Sultan, (may his kingdom and rule be perpetuated ).
On the first day of the blessed month of Ramazan, 732, A. H. [27th May, 1332].

From this time till the beginning of the 10th century, Southern Bihar
as remarked above, remained detached from Bengal, and followed the
fortunes of the empires of Dihli and of Jaunpur.

Muhammad Tughluq’s governors of Lak’hnauti, Satgaon, and Sunnér-
gaon did not long remain undisturbed, and the death of Balirdam Khan,
governor of the last province, was the commencement of ncw revolutions,
which led to the establishment of a line of independent kings.

11

THE SEcOND PERIOD, OR THE PERIQD OF THE INDEPENDENT KINGS OF
Bencar (1338 To 1538, A.D.)

For this period I shall take the kings singly, and collect for each reign
whatever new information I have been able to gather from the rubbings
received from General Cunningham, Dr. J. Wise, and Mr. E. V. West-
macott, C. §., and from unpublished Bengal coins in the Socicty’s cabinet.

I have also compared the corresponding chapter of the Riydzussaldtin
with the statcments given in the Tabaqat i Akbari and in Firishtah.

The linc of the independent kings commences with

* Thomas, Chronicles, p. 200.
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1. Fakhruddi'n Abul Muzaffar Muba'rak Sha'h

He had been Sildhddr, or armour-bearer, to Bahrdm Khén, the Dihli
governor of Sunnargdon, and on his master’s death in 739 A. H., or 1338
A. D., proclaimed there his independence.

According to the Tabaqgat i Akbari, Firishtah, and the Riy4zussalatin,
Mubd4rak Shah was killed by *Ali Mubarak in 741, after a reign of two
years and some months.* But as his coins extend over a period of more than
ten years, from 739 to 750, it looks as if the date given in the histories should
be corrected to sle dia 5 Ulw 30, ‘ten years and some months.” Mr.
Thomas is willing to antedate Mubarak Shah’s accession to 737; but the
coins (Chronicles, p. 263, and Plate vi, fig. 7) do not satisfactorily prove
this, because the reading o) in the absence of diacritical marks, is more
likely zwd, which the histories give, especially because the numerous coins
hitherto found do not give the intervening year (738).

The name ‘Mubdrak Shah’ has been proved by coins, the histories only
call him Sultin Fakhruddin or more familiarly still, Fakhra.f Ibn Batitah
also mentions him under the name of Fakhruddin, and says that he was an
eminent man, kind to strangers and Cufis.f

Mubéarak Shah’s son is mentioned below. His son-in-law Zafar Khan
fled from Sunnirgidon over Tattah to Firdz Shah in Dihli, who, at
his request, invaded Bengal a sccond time in the beginning of Sikandar
Shéh’s reign. §

IL. ’Ala’uddi'n Abul Muzaffar *Ali’ Sha'h

Regarding this king the Riyazussalatin has the following:

‘It is said that Malik ’Ali Mubdrak, who as king is styled Sultin
’Alduddin, was a trusted servant of Malik Firaz [subsequently Firaz Shéh
I1T of Dihli], and Malik Firdz was brother’s son to Sultan Ghiy4suddin
Tughlug Shah, and son of the paternal uncle of Muhammad Shah. Muham-
mad Shah, in the first year of his reign, made Malik Firiz his Naib-Barbak.
Now at this time, H4ji Ilyas, the foster-brother of ’Ali Mubérak, did some-
thing wicked and fled from Dihlf. Malik Firiz asked ’Ali Mubarak what
had become of Haji Ilyas. *Ali Mubarak went in search of him; and when

* The Riyaz has five months, Stewart places his death in 743; but all histories have
741.

t Dowson, Elliot’s History, 11T, p. 304.

1 See Ibn Batatah, p. 195. :

§ These facts arc only mentioned by Shams i Siraj, who morcover places Fakhruddin’
defeat and dcath immediately after FirGz Shah’s first invasion of Bengal in 754, This is
clearly a few years too late.
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he found no trace of him, he told Malik Firiz that H4ji Ilyids had run
away. Firiz scolded him and told him to leave his presence. ’Ali Mubérak
now went to Bengal. On his way, one night, he had a dream and saw the
revered saint Jalaluddin Tabrizi, who said to him, “I will give thee the
kingdom of Bengal; but thou wilt have to build me a vault.” *Ali Mubdérak
put the finger of acceptance on his eye, and asked where it was to be built.
The saint replied, “In the town of Panduah at a place where thou wilt
see thirty bricks one over another, and below them a fresh rose of a hundred
petals.”

‘When Al Mubéarak arrived in Bengal, he entered the scrvice of Qadar
Khéan, [the Imperial governor of Lak’hnauti] and received from him the
command (bakhshigari) of the army. But when Fakhruddin revolted against
Qadar Khéan, ’Ali Mubarak killed his benefactor, and proclaimed himself
king under the title of Sultdin ’Alduddin. He then made war upon
Fakhruddin, and slew him “as a punishment for having killed his benc-
factor.” Leaving thanahs in (the province of ) Lak’hnauti, ’Alauddin marched
to subjugate other parts of Bengal. But from the time he had proclaimed
himself king, the whirlpool of pleasure had made him forgetful of his promise
to the Saint, when one night Jaldluddin again appeared to him and said,
“O Sultan ’Alduddin, thou art now king of Bengal, but me thou hast for-
gotten.” The king next day at once searched for the bricks, and found
them just as the saint had described. There he built the vault, the ruins
of which exist to this day.

‘Now about this time Haji llyds also arrived in Panduah. Sultin
’Alauddin put him into prison, but after some time, at the request of his
mother who had been Sultdn ’Alduddin’s nurse, he set him at liberty, and
allowed him to come to court. H4ji Ilyas, in a short time, found means to
gain over the army, killed Alduddin with the help of the eunuch, and
proclaimed himself king under the name of Shamsuddin Bhangrah.

“I'he reign of Sultdn ’Alduddin lasted onc year and five months.’

This extract is so far satisfactory, s it explains the relation between
Firtz Shah, ’Ali Mubarak, and Haji Ilyas.

The evidences of coins, as in the case of the preceding king, gives
’Alduddin ’Ali Shidh a longer reign than the histories. Mr. Thomas
(Chronicles, p. 265) gives a coin of the year 742, and he adds that he has
seen coins of 744, 745, 746. There is nothing strange in the name *Ali Mubd-
rak, which he thinks has arisen from “a strange jumble of Muhammadan
writers, who endowed ’Ali Shih with the surname of his adversary Mubd4rak
Shah;” for *Ali Mubarak is as common a name as Mubdarak 'Ali, and the
histories say that this was ’Ali Shdh’s name before accession.
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From the fact that the coinage of Mubdrak Shah is restricted to the
Sunnirgion mint, and that of Ali Shih to Firtzabad (i. e. Panduah), we
may conclude that the former held Eastern, and the latter Western Bengal.

But ’Ali Shdh was vigorously opposed by Haji Ilyas, who struck coins
in Panduah, ’Ali Shah’s capital, in 740 and 744, and in uninterrupted
succession from 746 (probably the correct year when ’Ali Shah was over-
come by him) to 758.

III. Ikhtiya'ruddi'n Abul Muzaffar Gha’'zi’ Sha’h

Fakhruddin Mubarak Shih was succeeded in Eastern Bengal by
Ikhtiyaruddin, who styles himself “son of the Sultdn.” We may, thercfore,
accept Mr. Thomas’s hypothesis that he was the son of Mubarak Shah.
Coins are the only testimony on which the name of this king of Eastern
Bengal has found a place in the list of kings. The figure of one of the coins
given by Mr. Thomas, as also the specimen in the cabinet of the Bengal
Asiatic Society, shew the year 753.*

IV. Shamsuddi’'n Abul Muzaffar Ilya's Sha'h.

The relation of this king to *Alauddin 'Ali Shih and Firdz Shah I1I
of Dihli has been mentioned above. Having in 746 become master of
Western Bengal, he established himself, in 753, in Sunnargaou (Thomas,
p. 269), and thus founded a dynasty, which, with an interruption of about
forty years in the beginning of the 9th century of the Hijrah, continued to
rule over Bengal till 896 A.H.

Ilyas Shah's successes in Eastern Bengal were followed by an attempt
to extend the western boundarics of the kingdom, and according to the
Riydz he pushed as far as the Bandras district. In order to punish him,
Firdz Shah, in 754, after marching through. Tirhut and Purniah, invaded
Bengal and besieged Ekdalah. The defeat of Ilyas Shah is almost humor-
ously described by Ziya i Barani. *But “‘the invasion only resulted in the
confession of weakness, conveniently attributed to the periodical flooding of
the country,” and Firdz Shah withdrew,} appointing collectors, apparently

* Thomas, Chronicles, Pl. VI, fig. 9. The margin clearly gives S A figure with da)
would be desirable, so that the reign of this king might be fixed from 751 to 753.

t It is said in the Tabagdt ¢ Akbari, under llyas Shah, that Firtz Shéh’s expedition
lasted from the 10th Shawwal, 754, till 11th Rabi’ I, 755. As the latter date corresponds
to the 5th April 1353, it could only have been prospect of the rains, not the setting in of that
season, that drove Firtz Shih back to Dihli. The army, according to Barani, complained
of mosquitos in the vicinity of Panduah.
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for the first time, in Tirhut, and was glad in subsequent years to exchange
presents with Ilyas Shah.

As Haji Ilyas is the legendary founder of Hajipur, opposite Patna,
we may assume that in northern Bihar the Ghandak formed the frontier;
in south Bihar, however, the frontier could not have passed beyond Munger,
because the inscriptions preserved in the town of Bihar (vide below) shew
that in 732, 737, 753, 761, 792, and 799, the town of Bihar was under Dihli
governors.

Just as Mubérak Shah and ’Ali Shah are called in the ]mtorles by their
first name, so is Ilyds Shdh also invariably called Sultdn Shamsuddin. The
name ‘Ilyas Khaje,” which Stewart gives, is not to be found in historical
works. Stewart also mentions 760 as the year in which llyas died, but the
histories only mention that his reign lasted sixteen years and some months,
In 758, he had for the third time sent ambassadors with presents to Dihli,
and Firtz returned the compliment by sending him horses; but the Dihli
ambassadors on reaching Bihar heard that Ilyds had in the meantime died.
The latest of Mr. Thomas’s coins of Ilyas Shah also bear the year 758.*

Ilyas Shéh is nicknamed ‘Bhangrah,” a corruption, it secms, of the
Hinddstan{ bhangerd, ‘a seller, or cater, of the drug bhdng (hemp).’ Firishtah
says that he does not know the origin of the word ; but Ziy4 i Barani cvidently
knew more about it; for he says, rejoicing in his joke,—“And thc well
known Bengal Piiks, who for years had borne the name of the Bengal
Ancients’ or ‘the Decad,” had taken a quid from Ilyds the Bhang-cater,
in order to shew that they were ready to sacrifice their lives for him; and
standing in front of the train of that wild maniac, together with the mouldy-
looking Bangdli Réjahs, they bravely threw about their arms and legs; but
as soon as the battle commenced, they put from fear their fingers into their
mouths, gave up standing to attention, threw away swords and arrows,

The ‘Firtzpirabad,” mentioned by Stewart and quoted by Mr. Thomas (p. 264, note
2), where Firtiz Shah pitched his camp, should be ‘Firazpur.,” The Riydz says—“At a place
where now Firtzpur lics (bajde kikh alyaum I'zruz[)ur dbddast, not Firizpirdbdd ast), Firtz Shah
pitched his camp, and starting from that place on horseback laid sie ge to the fort of Panduah.
In the fort Sultan Shamsuddin had left his son, whilst he himself had retreated to Fort Ekdalah,
which is very strong.” The maps shew several Firdzpurs round about Gaur; thus two are
south of the fort of Gaur.

* Reinaud, however, quoted by Marsden (p. 566, notc) mentions two Sunnéargaon
coins of 754 and 760. The MS. of the Riy4az belonging 1o the Asiatic Socicty of Bengal men-
tions 758 as the year in which the last ambassadors left for Dihli; Stewart has 759; and the
Tabaqat and Firishtah, who copies from it, have ‘in the end of 759.” I'hc carliest coin of
Sikandar figured by Mr. Thomas (Journal, As. Soc. of Bengal , 1867 Part I p- 63 .and
PL II, No. 12) belongs to 761.

4
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rubbed their foreheads on the ground, and were consumed by the swords
of the enemies.” A graphic description, by the way, of the Bengal Military
Police in 1353, A. D.

No inscriptions have hitherto turned up that mention Ilyis Shih; nor
does the author of the Riyaz, who had a good personal knowledge of the
ruins of Gaur and Panduah, speak of any buildings erected by him. He
only says---‘It is said that Sultin Shamsuddin made in Bengal a reservoir
in imitation of Hauz i Shamsi at Dihli.

Rcgarding the coinage of Ilyas Shah, vide Thomas, Initial Coinage of
Bengal, Journal, As. Soc. Bengal, 1867, pp. 57, 58.

V. Abul Muja'hid Sikandar Sha'h

Ilyas Shah was succeeded by his eldest son Sikandar Shah. The begin-
ning of his reign was marked by a second attempt* made by Firiz Shéh to
annex Bengal; but as in the first, Ekdalah held out, and Firtz returned to
Dihli, and never again interfered in Bengal matters.

‘In 766, says the Riyaz,} ‘Sikandar commenced to build the Adinah
[i.e. Friday] Mosque; but he had not finished it when he died, and the
building remained half completed, and now-a-days parts of the edifice may
be seen in the jungle near Panduah, about a kos from it. I have seen it
myself: it is, indeed, a fine mosque and must have cost a great deal of
money. May Sikandar’s cfforts be thankfully remembered

According to the same author, Sikandar Shah died after a reign of
nine ycars and some months—a statement also given in the Tabaqat—of
wounds which he had received ‘on the field of Goélparah,” fighting with
his favourite son Ghiyds, whom the machinations of a jealous step-mother
had driven into rebellion.}

‘Sikandar was the contemporary of theT{vercd saint ’Aldul Haq.’

Several inscriptions belonging to Sikandar’s reign have been found.
One of the year 765, from Dinajpur, was published by me in the Journal for

o
* In 760, according to thc Tabaqat and the Riy4z; Stewart has 761. Regarding Firtuz
Shah’s desire to reinstatc Zafar Khan, Mubarak Shah’s son-in-law, in the government
of Sunnérgéon, thc cause that led to the expedition, vide Dowson, Elliot’s History of India,
111, 304, ff.

+ Stewart has 763.
+ GhiyAz marched with a large army from Sunnérgion, and pitched his camp

at Sunnargarhi. Stewart has Sunndrkof. From the other side, his father issued forth with
a terror-inspiring army, and the next day, on the ficld of Goalpérah, both parties engaged
in deadly strife. The whole story is only to be found in the Riyaz.

The GoAlpirah meant here is, no doubt, the village quite closc to Panduah, S. W,
of it. I have not identificd Sunnargarhi.



Contributions to the Geography and History of Bengal 51

1872, p. 105. I remarked there on the beauty of its characters;* but the
inscriptions inside and outside the Adinah Mosque, rubbings of which the
Society owes to General Cunningham and Mr. W. L. Heeley, are the finest
that I have seen. The characters are beautiful, and the rubbings have
created sensation wherever I have shewn them. The inscription inside is
131 ft. long and 1} ft. broad, but contains only verses from the Qoran [Sur.
IX, 18, 19], on the top in Kufic and below in (what people call now-a-days
in India) Tughrd characters. The stone outside measures 4 ft. 9 in. by 10
in., and its letters are just as beautiful.

No. 8. The Sikandar Shdh Inscription, Adinah Mosque, Hazrat Panduah,
A. H. 770, (vide P1. V, No. 3).1
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This...... mosquc was ordered to be built in the reign of the great king, the wisest,
the justest, the most liberal of the kings of Arabia and Persia, who trusts in the assistance
}ofthc Merciful, Abul MujahidSikandar Shah, thc king, sonof I1lyas Shah,
the king,—may his reign be perpetuated till the day of promisc !
He wrote it on the 6th Rajab of the year 770. [14th February, 1369.]

Neither inscriptions nor coins give Sikandar Shih a full julis namc;
he only has a kunyah, Abul Mujahid. Perhaps it would be going too far in
spcculations, if I were to say that llyds naturally called his son Sikandar;
but a Muhammadan, on hearing the name of Ilyds, will immediately think
of the db i haydt, ‘the water of life’; and as Sikandar is the legendary suc-
cessor of llyds (the Prophet Elias) in search of the precious commodity,
the name of the father may have suggested that of the son.

As stated above, the histories adsign Sikandar Shéh a reign of nine
years and some months. Stewart says that he died in 769, a year obtained
by adding nine years and a fraction to 760, which he assumes to have
been the year in which Ilyds Shah died. The above Panduah inscription

* It was written by one Ghiyas. General Cunningham is inclined to think that the
Ghiyas is Sikandar’s son.

1 I have elsewhere remarked on the numerous grammatical mistakes in Bengal Arabic
Inscriptions. They consist chiefly in wrong articles, mistakes in gender, in oblique cases,
and in wrong constructions of the Arabic numerals. In order not to disfigure the text, I shall
no more indicate such errors by a (sic).
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extends Sikandar’s reign to the latter half of 770, and the coins figured by
Mr. Thomas in his ‘Initial Coinage’ (J. A. S. B., 1867, Pl 1I, Nos. 12, 14,
and 13) give the dates 761, 782, and 783. But Mr. Thomas also states
that among the large number of Sikandarshihis that passed through his
hands, he found coins of almost every year between 750 and 792, with
the exception of the years 755, 762, 767, 768, 769, 774, 775, 777, and 778.
It thus becomes clear that Sikandar Shah struck coins as prince. Mr.
Thomas also quotes A’zam Shahi coins of 772, 775, 776, the years when
Sikandar’s coinage is most interrupted, and again from 790 to 799. Fur-
ther, we have to remember that the poct Hafiz sent the well known ghazal
to Ghiyasuddin A’zam Shah, ‘king’ of Bengal; and as Hafiz died in 791
( J«m S & being the date of his death), the ghazal must have been sent

to Bengal during Sikandar Shah’s lifetime. The fact that A’zam Shah’s
early coins (of A. H. 772) were struck in Mu’azzamabad (vide above),
agrees with the statement of the Riyaz that he rebelled in Eastern Bengal,
where he remained “nominally subordinate or covertly resistant to paternal
authority.”*

VI. Ghiya’'suddi’'n Abul Muzaffar A’zam Sha’h

The only fact given in the Riyiz and omitted by Stewart is that “Azam
Shah was trcacherously murdered (ba-daghd kushtah) by Réajah Kans after
a reign of seven years and some months,f or, as I have seen in a little
book, after a reign of sixteen years, five months, and three days.”

The coins of this king, as mentioned before, go to 799; the latest figured
by Mr. Thomas (Initial Coinage of Bengal, PL. 11, No. 15) is of 795.1 No
inscription of this and the following two kings have been found.

* 1t is also curious that in the inscription of 777, published by me in this Journal for
1870, p. 292, no king is mentioned, as if it had been doubtful who the real king was.

In order to remove all doubts regarding a confusion of AR and UM in the read-
ing of Sikandar’s and A’zam Shah’s coins, awfew clear drawings of Sikandar Shahis struck
between 783 and 792, and of A’zam Shahis, struck in 772, 775, 776, would be required.
A’zam Shah’s reign, according to the common statement, lasted 7 years, which we certainly
get when we subtract 792 (the latest year cited by Mr. Thomas for Sikandar Shah) from
799 (the latest year cited for A’zam Shah); but if we take the second statement, given in the
Riy4z, regarding the length of A’zam Shah’s reign, viz. 16 years, 5 months, and 3 days,
and subtract it from 799, we get 783, the year of Mr. Thomas’s latest figured coin.

t I e., according to the wrong chronology of the Tabaqat and the Riyaz, in 775.

+ 1 may here suggest a few unimportant alterations in Mr. Thomas’s readings of A’zam
Shah’s coins (‘Initial Coinage,” J. A. S. B., 1867, pp. 68 to 70). First, (.Hm.’)] oE is to be

corrected to Jawdl] e, Again, the mysterious |, loc. cit, p. 68) is nothing but .40
1) o "
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VII. Saifuddi'm Abul Muja'hid Hamzah Sha'h, son of Azam Sha’h

The histories give him the epithet of Sultdn ussalatin, and praise him
for his virtues. Firishtah says:—‘“And the R4jahs of the country did not
draw their heads out of the yoke of obedience and practised no neglect and
delay in paying taxes.”

According to the Tabaqat, he reigned ten years. But the author of the
Riyaz saw ““in the little book,” that the reign of this king was 3 years, 7
months, and 5 days, which would bring his reign to 802, or 803, A. TL

Marsden has published a coin of this king, without, however, giving
the Royal namc¢ (Numism., Pl. XXXVII, No. DCCLIV). It follows in
appearance the coins of Sikandar Shah and A’zam Shih; the margin
contains ‘Firuzabad,” but no year. The specimen in the cabinct of the
Asiatic Society is of very rude manufacture, and has most clumsy letters,
especially on the reverse.

Vide Pl. VII, No. 1. Silver. Weight, 162.505 grains. A. IL. (80)4.
(Asiatic Society of Bengal, one specimen) Rare. Circular areas.

OBVERSE—3l tjea ddlsll i g0l 5 Wl g (poan ) auliy oy ye]
REVERSE—paedune]] 4 ¢ Und] 0l
MARGIN-—# # # # g))] doduw

Assisted by assistance of the Merciful, SaifuddunydwaddinAbulMujahid

HamzahShah,sonofl A’2am S hah, the king. "Uhe helper of Islam and the Muslims**
year¥** 4,

VIII. Shamsuddi'n ? ?, son of Saifuddin Hamzah Sha'h

The Tabagdt says that this king followed the path of his father, and
dicd after a quict reign of three years and a few months. Iirishtah states
that as the king was young and deficient in intellect, an infidel of the name

yamin. Lastly the reverse of coin No. 38 (loc. cit., p. 70), as I sce from a specimen in the Socicty’s
Coin Cabinet, is &0 &} Gl& 3 X.B‘J)o ) )

Muay God render his power ecerlasting, and may God perpetuate his reign,-—abbada alldhu, not thc
name ’Abdulluh,—which removes from the mint officials the charge of ignorance. Tt was
only Akbar who, in his hatred of everything that was Arabic, recommended the substitution
of Alif for *din, and ¥ for e &e.

In the reverse of the Sikandar Shahi (loc. cit., p. 64, No. 23), as I also sce from a coin
in the possession of the Socicty, there is a wrong Alif before uJJdJ and a (waw) is omitted
before Algdhiru,— ‘Who renders assistance to the religion of God, and who is victorious over
the enemies of God.” This canccls the footnote.

* Le., according to the crroneous chronology, he would have died in 785.
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of Kans, who was an Amir of the court, obtained grcat power and influence,
and usurped the executive and the collection of taxes. The Riy4z has the
following: ‘“After enjoying himself for some time, he died, in 788, from
an illness, or through the foul play of R4jah Kans, who at that timc was
very powerful. And some writers have asserted that this Shamsuddin was no son
of the Sultdn ussaldiin, but an adopted son (mutabanni), and that his name was
Shihdbuddin. Anyhow, he reigned 3 years, 4 months, and 6 days. It is clear that
R4jah Kdans, who was zamindar of Bhatiriah, rebelled against him, killed
him, and usurped the throne.”

THE SAiNTS OF GAUR AND HAzZRAT PANDUAH

Before proceeding in my account of the kings of Bengal, it may be
convenient here to collect the information which we possess regarding the
Muhammadan saints of Gaur and Panduah. Their names often occur in
Bengal History, while their dargahs, as elsewhere, are the natural depositories
of inscriptions.

The principal personages of saintly renown are Shaikh Jalaluddin
Tabrizf, Shaikh Akhi Sirdjuddin ’Usmén, Shaikh ’Aldulhaq, and Nur
Quth *Alam.* All larger works on Muhammadan Saints contain biographical
notices of them.

1. Shaikh Faldluddin Tabriziv

He was a pupil of Abt Sa’id Tabrizi and of the renowned Shaikh
Shihab-uddin Suhrawardi. He accompanicd the latter on his pilgrimages
to Makkah, and used to carry on his head a small oven with the hot pots
in which his master kept his food. Numerous miracles are ascribed to him.
Among others, he converted, with one look, at Baddon a Hindd milkman
to Isldm. Though several times charged with immoral practices, he defeated
his accusers. When he went to Bengal, he commenced to destroy idols;
in fact, his vault occupies the site of an idol temple. He kept a langarkhdnah,
where he housed and fed beggars and travellers. He died in 642 A. H.
or A. D. 1244. The place where he Hied does not seem to be accurately
known. The Mutawallis of the tomb near Gaur say that he died in
Aurangabad (the old K’harki), and that his shrine in Bengal} is a mere

* Besides these, the Riyaz mentions a Shaikh R4ja Bayabani (died in 754, when Firiz
besieged Ilyas Shah). Shaikh Hamid of Nagor, one of Nur Qutb *Alam’s teachers, belongs
to Nagor in Jodhpur, not to Nagor in Birbhtm, as Stewart says.

+ As most Dargahs in Bengal, Shah Jalal’s tomb is rich. Tts lands lie chicfly in Bardwén

District, at Bohat, near Maimari, a station on the E. I. Railway. There is a Madrasah and
a Sarai in Bohat.

The oven is still shewn at the Gaur shrine, and *“till three generations back, it cooked
rice without fuel.”
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Jjawdb, or imitation-vault; but the Ain i Akbari (IVth book) says that he
was buried at Bandar Dia Mahall.* Vide below under Yusuf Shéh.

2. Shaikh Akht Sirdjuddin *Usmdn

Sir4j came as a boy to Nizdimuddin Aulid of Dihli, who handed him
over to Fakhruddin Zarradi to teach. In course of time, he became very
learned, and was told to go to Bengal, where he died in 758 A. H., or 1357
A. D. The Haft Iqlim says that Nizdm called him ‘the mirror of Hindustan,”
and that he only received, when advanced in age, proper instruction from
Fakhruddin. After Nizim’s death, he went to Lak’hnauti, and all the
king became his pupils.

For the inscriptions at his tomb, vide below under Husain Shéh.

3. Shaikh ’Alduddin °> Ali-ulhaq

’Ala-ulhaq was the son of Shaikh As’ad of Lahor, and one of the
spiritual successors of Shaikh Akhi Sirdjuddin *Usman. According to the
Mo drij-ulwildyat, he was a true Quraishi Hashimi, and traced his descent
from Khalid bin Walid. He was at first exceedingly proud of his origin,
wealth, and knowledge, so much so, that Shaikh Akhi complainingly told
Nizdmuddin AuliA that he was no match for ’Ali-ulhaq. But Nizdm
told him not to mind it, as *Al4 would in time become his (Akhi’s) pupil.
It seems that *Al4 in his pride called himself Ganj i Nabdt,} and when Nizdm
heard this, he cursed him, and said, “May God strike him dumb !> The
curse instantly took effect; nor was *Ald-ulhaq’s tongue loosed till he became
the humble pupil of Shaikh Akhi. As Shaikh Akhi travelled a great deal
on horseback, *Alda-ulhaq accompanied him walking barefoot and carrying
his master’s pots filled with hot food on his head, till he became quite bald.
Nor did he feel concerned when Shaikh Akhi, with a view of humbling
him, passed on his journey the houses of his brothers, who were all Amirs
and rich men.

Once some travelling fagirs came to ’Ald-ulhaq’s cell. One of them
had a cat with him;I but whilst in *Al4’s house, the cat was Jost. The owner
asked the saint to ‘make’ him a new cat; but when ’Al4 said that he did

* Le., cither the Maldives, or Dit in Gujarat. Vide Dowson, IV, 96, notc.

1 Fariduddin ’Attar, the great saint of Pak Patan (Ajodhan) in the Panjab has the
title of Ganj i Shakar, ‘store of sugar.’ But shakar may be unrcfined, whilst nabdt is applicd
to the best refined sugar. ’Al4-ulhaq, therefore, placed himself above Farid.

+ What the dog is to Europeans, is the cat to Indians. To kill or Josc a cat is
most unlucky.
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not know from what to make one, he replied, “What do I care from what
you make it, make it out of the horn of a stag, if you like.”” *Al4 was annoyed
and said, “You shall feel the horns.”” Thereupon another of the faqirs, in
order to vex the saint, said, “Well, can I make a cat from my testicles ?”
and °Al4 replied, “There you shall feel it.”” When the faqirs had left the
house, the former was killed by an ox, and the second got an attack of
orchitis, of which he died.

’Ala-ulhaq spent large sums in feeding pupils, beggars, and wanderers.
But the king of the land got envious, because the public treasury even
could not have borne such a heavy expenditure, and he drove the saint to
Sunnargaon. He stayed there for two years, and gave his servants orders
to spend twice as much as before. And yet, he only possessed two gardens,
the income from which was cight thousand silver tankahs per annum; but
as he gave a beggar the land as a present, all money must have been supplied
him from the unsecn world.

’Ala-ulhaq died on the 1st Rajab, 800, or 20th March, 1398, and his
tomb is at Hazrat Panduah.

4. Shaikh Niruddin Nir Quib >Alam ~

Hc is the son and spiritual successor of ’Ald-ulhaq. In order carly
to practise the virtue of humility, he washed the clothes of beggars and
wandcrers, and kept the water constantly hot for ceremonial ablutions; nay,
he cven swept the cell of his father and cleaned the privies attached to the
house. One day, whilst thus engaged, his purc body was polluted, and
his father allowed him to proceed to other work, as woodcutting. He refused
the invitation of his worldly brother A’zam Khan, who was the Vazir at
the court of Muhammad Tughluq.*

Qutb *Alam died in 851, or A. D. 1447, and lies buried at Panduah.
The words shams ul hiddyat, ‘lamp of guidance,” are the tdrikh of his death.
He was succeeded by his sons Ruf’atuddin and Shaikh Anwar.

IX. Rajah Kans

We saw above that Shamsuddin (IT.)—a king whose existence and
royal titles have not yet been verified by medallic or mural evidence—was
dcthroned by Rajah Kans. This R4jah, at the present stage of research,
belongs to legends and traditions rather than to authenticated history, there
being little else known of him besides the fact that through him the suc-
cession of kings of the house of llyds Shah, which had successfully ruled

* This is rather carly, considering that 752 is Tughluq’s last year.
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over Bengal for more than fifty years, was broken, and that his son became
a Muhammadan.

The remark of the Riydz regarding Shamsuddin and the probability
that he did not belong to the old dynasty, but was an adopted son and was
called Shih 4 buddin, receives a particular importance from the follow-
ing coins of a new king, whom 1 shall now assign, for the first time, T believe,
a place in the list of the kings of Bengal. Their manner of execution, which
follows closely on that of the coins of preceding kings, and the mint towns
mentioned proclaim them to be Bengal coins. The name of the new king
is—

Shihdbuddin Abul Muzaffar Bayazid Shih

His coins do not mention the name of his father, and the absence of
the usual phrase tbn ussulidn, ‘son of the king,’ indicates that he was either
a usurper, in which casc ‘Bayazid’ might represent the Muhammadan
name of R4jah Kans after conversion, or a puppet king, in whose name
Rajah Kans reigned and coined in the ‘Darul Islam’ of Bengal.

If we take the first alternative, we have against it the clear statement
of the historians that Kans remained a Hindd, and also the circumstance
that his son does not mention the name of his father on his coins, which he
would scarcely have omitted, if Kins had turned Muhammadan. And if
we look upon this Bayazid Shah as a successful rival of Rijah Kans, we
have history and legends against us. Hence the theory of a puppet king—a
bendmi transaction—-is perhaps the lcast objectionable.

1. Vide Pl. VIII, No. 2. Silver. Weight, 163-94 grains. A. H. 812.
Circular arcas. (Asiatic Society of Bengal, one specimen.)

OBVERSE.—#li & U )s'zlém Bl Sy el Ol u‘)»)h a3l ..%Jl

ki
Margin.—Cut away.
Reverse.—le old  alussd) 5 r)lmyl ©yf ahogel] o) Lol
Margin.—p\ P S, .. .. Eeka| 8320 c.,:),&

Assisted by the assistance of the Merciful, Shihiabuddunya waddin Abul
Muzaffar Bayazid Shah, the king.
The helper of the Commander of the Faithful, the aid of Islim and thc Muslims, may
God perpetuate his reign ! This coin was struck¥**¥***ycar 812,
2. Vide Pl. VIII, No. 3.* New variety. Silver. Weight, 165:76 grains.
Firazabad, A. H. 816. (Asiatic Society of Bengal, two specimens.) Rare.

* In the figure of this coin, there is a wrong stroke between the A and | in the year.,
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The obverse has sixteen convex scollops, and the reverse eight concave
ones.
OBVERSE.—-As in No. 1.
Margin.—Cut away.

REVERSE.—(pholuno]] 5 (.)Lw)Jl igd ptivogel] ya0l ols
Margin—n1 4 (_Je) s ob] (Ylode) jyps (joe) 2o (40 )

In the Margin—(Abu Bakr) struck at (Umar) Firuz-("Usméan) &bad in the year (CAlf)
816.

Réjah Kans has been identified by Mr. E. V. Westmacott* with
Ganesh, Rajah of ‘Dynwaj,” or Dinajpur. The Riy4z, who appears to have
compiled his chapter on this usurper from local traditions, calls him ‘R4jah
of Bhaturiah.” Whether this name is an ancient one, I cannot say; it does
not occur in the Ain, nor have I seen it before the time of Rennell’s Atlas
(1778), in which the name of Bhatiriah is given to a large District east of
Maldah, bounded in the west by the Mahananda River and the Parnabhaba
its tributary, in the south by the left bank of the Ganges, in the east by
the Karataya, and in the north by Dingjpir and G’hordg’hat. Bhaturiah,
therefore, is the district to both sides of the Atrai River,

The Tabaqat i Akbari mercly states the fact of Kans’s usurpation, and
assigns him a reign of seven years. Firishtah, who has been followed by
Stewart, says that, “though no Muhammadan, he mixcd with them and
loved them, so much so that some Muhammadans testified to his conversion,
and claimed for him a Muhammadan burial. After a vigorous reign of
seven years, he went to the world of annihilation, and was succeeded by
his son, who had the honor of being converted to Tsldm.”

The Riyaz represents the views of the opponents of the Réjah, and
gives the following:— e

‘When Sultin Shamsuddin died, Rijah Kans, a Hindd zamindar,
seized the whole kingdom of Bengal, and sat proudly on the throne.
Oppression and bloodshed followed; he tried to kill all Muhammadans, and
had many learned men murdered. In fact, his object was to drive Isldim
from his kingdom. One day, people say, Shaikh Badr ul Isldm, son of Shaikh

* Vide Calcutta Review, No. CX, October, 1872, Col. Dalton suggests a comparison
of the name ‘Kans’ with ‘Kons,” or ‘Konch,’ the same as Koch (Koch Bihar). Koch is often
pronounced with a nasal twang, as if it were spelt Koiis.

It is also curious that a Parganah near Dinajptr (south-west of it) has the name of
‘Bajitpir,’ a well known Bengalf corruption of Bayazidpar, which at once reminds
us of Béayazid Shah. We may attach some significance to this, as the name is evidently old;
for the name of this very parganah occurs in the Ain i Akbari (my text edmon, p- 403, in
Sirkar Panjrah).
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Mu’inuddin ’Abbas, went to the wicked tyrant, but did not greet him.
When the R4jah asked him why he had not saluted him, he replied, “Learned
men are not supposed to grect infidels, especially an infidel tyrant, who like
thee sheds the blood of Muhammadans.”” The unclean heretic was silenced,
he winced under the reply, and thought of nothing else but to kill the
Shaikh. He, therefore, called him one day to a room, the door of which
was very low and narrow. But the Shaikh saw through the plan,* and put
his foot first over the threshold, and then entered without bending his head.
This annoyed the Réjah so much, that he gave orders to take him to the
path of his brethren. The Shaikh was at once executed. All the remaining
learned men, on the same day, were put on board a ship and were drowned
in the middle of the river.

‘The usurpation of this infidel and the slaughter of Muhammadans
drove at last the Saint Nur Qutb ul ’Alam to despair, and he wrote a letter
to Sultdn Ibrdhim i Sharqi (of Jaunpur), who at that time had exiended his
kingdom to the [Eastern] frontier of Bihdr,t complaining of the injustice done
to Islam and the Muslims, and asking the king to march against the infidel.
Ibrahim received the letter with due humility, and consulted with Q4zi
Shihabuddin Jaunpuri, the chief of the learned of the age, who was allowed
at court to sit on a silver chair. The Qazi represented the worldly and
religious advantages that would flow from a war with the infidel on the
one hand, and from a visit to the great saint, on the other. The king, there-
fore, collected a large army, invaded Bengal, and pitched his camp at
Sarai Firuzpir. R4jah Kéns now applied to Qutb ul *Alam, begged to be
forgiven, and asked him to intercede on his behalf with the king of Jaunpdar.
The saint replied that at the request of an infidel he could not bid a
Muhammadan king stop; in fact, he had himself invited the enemy to come.
The Rajah placed his head on the feet of the saint, and said, he was willing
to perform anything he ordered him to do, whercupon Qutb ul ’Alam told
him that he would not interferc until he was converted to Islam. The
Rajah placed the finger of acceptance *upon his eye; but the wife of the
infidel led him back to perdition, ,and he evaded conversion. But he took
his boy, who was twelve years old and had the name of Jadd, to the saint
and said, “I have got old and wish to renounce the world; make this boy

* The Rajah evidently wished the Shaikh to come to him in a stooping position, which
might be looked upon as a ‘salam’.

t The Jaunpir kingdom was founded in 796, and Ibrahim Shargi, the first titular
Sultan, reigned from 804 to 844. The faulty chronology of the Tabagat, Firishtah, and
Stewart, makes R4jah Kans dic in 794. The story of the Riyaz, therefore, agrees very well
with the testimony of coins; but it is strange that the author of the Riy4z did not sce the
anachronism.
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a Muhammadan and give him the kingdom of Bengal.” Qutb ul *Alam,
thereupon, put somec pdn which he was chewing, into Jadu’s* mouth,
taught him the creed, and thus made him a Muhammadan, giving him the
name of Jalaluddin. According to the R4jah’s wish, he also sent a proclama-
tion through the town, ordering the people to read the I'riday prayer in the
name of the new king. The blessed law of the prophet was thus carried out
with new vigour. Qutb ul ’Alam now went to king Ibrahim, and asked
him to return. The king looked angrily at Q4zi Shihabuddin, who said to
Qutb ul ’Alam, ‘At your request the king has come here, and now you come
to him as ambassador to implore his mercy. What shall men think of this 2
The saint replied, “When I called you, a tyrant oppressed the faithful;
but now, in consequence of your approach, the new ruler has become a
Muhammadan; fight with infidels, not with a king that belongs to the
Faith.” This silenced the Qazi; but as the king still looked angry, the Q4zi
had the boldness to enter into a scientific discussion with the saint. After
many questions and answers, Qutb said, “To look on the poor with con-
tempt or entangle them in examinations, brings no man prosperity. Your
miserable end is at hand.” He then looked even at the Sultin with
expressions of anger. Ibrahim now got vexed, and returned with a sorry
heart to Jaunpur. It is said that not long after, Sultin Ihrahim and Qazi
Shihdbuddin died.

‘When Rdajah Kéns heard that Sultdn ITbrihim was dead, he deposed
Jaldluddin, took again the reins of the government into his own hands, and
ruled according to his false tenets. He made several hollow cows of gold,
threw Jaldl into the mouth of one, and pulled him out behind; the gold
was then distributed among the Brahmans. He hoped that the boy would
thus return to his old faith. But as Jalal had been converted to Islam by
a saint like Qutb ul *Alam, he remained faithful to his new belicf, and the
talk of the infidels made no impression upon him.

‘Réjah Kans now again commenced to persecute the Muhammadans.
When the measure of his cruelties was full, Shaikh Anwar, son of Qutb ul-
’Alam, said one day to his father, “It is a matter of regret that, with you
as guardian saint, the Muhammadans have so much to suffer at the hand
of this infidel.”” The saint was just as his devotions, and angry at the inter-
ruption, he cxclaimed,‘/Thc misery will not ceasc till thy blood is shed.”
Anwar knew that whatever his father said, was surc to come truec; he,
therefore, replied that he was a willing martyr***, The oppression of Ré4jah
Kéns reached the climax, when he imprisoned Shaikh Anwar and his
brother’s son Shaikh Zahid. But as he dared not kill them, he banished

* As saints do with their pupils, or in order to break the boy's caste.



Contributions to the Geography and History of Bengal 61

them to Sunnargdon, in the hope that they would confess where Qutb
ul ’Alam had buried his money and that of his father. But even though
they were sent to Sunnérgdon, and were much threatened, no money was
found, because none had ever been buried, and Shaikh Anwar was ordered
to be killed. Beforc his execution, he said that at such and such a place
they would find a large pot. People dug and found a large vessel with only
one gold coin in it. On being asked what had become of the other money,
Anwar replied, “It secems to have been stolen.” Anwar, no doubt, said so
by inspiration from the unseen world.

‘It is said that on the very day on which Shaikh Anwar died, R4jah
Kéns went from his palace to the infernal regions. But according to the
statement of some, he was killed by his son Jaladluddin, who, though in
prison, had won over the officers. The oppressive rule of this monster had
lasted seven years.’

X. Jalaluddin Abul Muzaffar Muhammad Shih

According to the histories, he is the son* of Rijah Kans. His real
name is given in the Riyaz as ‘Jadt,” and by Firishtah as ‘Jatmall’ or
‘Jaimall’—the MSS. differ. There is a place Jatmallpr, a little east
of Dinajpir, and we may assume the first name to be correct. As the coins
of Bayazid Shih go up to 816, and the coins of Muhammad Shah commence
with 818, the latter year, or 817, must be the beginning of his reign; and
if he reigned for seventeen years, as stated in the histories, his reign may
have lasted from 818 to 835, which agrees with the year on Marsden’s coin
of his successor Ahmad Shah (836). General Cunningham tells me that the
Bodleian Library at Oxford has a specimen of 831.

1. Vide Pl. V111, No. 4, and Marsden, Numism., Pl. XXXVII, No.
DCCLXV. Silver. Weight, 166-89 grains. Mint town ? A. H. 818. (As. Soc.
Bengal, one specimen.)

Obverse area, bounded by sixteen convex scollops; reverse area, a
four-leafed shamrock.

OBRVERSE.— bl 8% Sexie ,0las)) J.:l ERVBRXV )N

Margin, none
RevERSE.—dfle old (paelusl] 5 rllw)Jl ol
Margin—pA (N & o6 3 % 2 3 ELad] 330 Cyd
Jaldluddunya waddin Abul Muzaffar Muhammad Shéh, the

king. The helper of Islaim and of the Muslims,—may his reign be perpetuated ! This coin
was struck in...... in the year 818.
* Stewart supposes that he was the eldest son the R4jah by a Muhammadan concubine.

According to the Tabaqgat and Firishtah, he reigned scventeen years, and died in 812 A.H.
Stewart says, cighteen years.
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Marsden gives this coin as dated 823, but his figure does not shew that
car.
’ 2. Vide Pl. V1II, No. 5, New variety. Silver. Weight, 165.695 grains.
A. H. 818. (As Soc. Bengal, one specimen). Obverse area as in No. 1;
reverse, eight concave scollops.
OBVERSE.—ylbalul] 3ld doxe SabeJl il el 5 vl Jia Jole) k!
Margin, none.
REVERSE.—-MJ' 3 ‘.B».)Jl e u.,-,.i»JJl ael J..o!j
Margin, &lailed (J:) e (Ylede) Ylod diw (jor) 20 (K90))
The just king Jaldluddunya waddin Abul Muzaffar Muhammad
Shah, the helper of the Commander of the Faithful, the aid of Islim and the Muslims.
(Abt Bakr) struck ('Umar) in the year ('Usmaén) cighteen (’Alf) eight hundred [818, A. H.].
3. Vide Pl. VIII, No. 6. Silver. Weight, 155-725 grains. Sunnérgion
(?), A. H. 821. (As. Soc. Bengal, one specimen.) Obverse area, as in No. 1;
reverse area, a square inscribed in a circle.
Osverst and REVERSE, as in No. 1.
Marging AP (9 596 0u) # % % % 0
During the time of Muhammad Shih, says the Riyiz, the town of
Panduah became so flourishing, that it cannot be sufficiently described.
The king also built a mosque, a reservoir, the Jalali Tank, and a Sardi in
Gaur; in fact, Gaur also was again during his rcign occupied. He reigned
for seventeen years. In the year 812 [822], he made the Palace of Gaur his
residence. A large dome with his tomb still exists in Panduah, and the
tombs of his wife and his son are at the side of his in the same vault.’

XI. Shamsuddin Abul Mujihid Ahmad Shih

Marsden (Numismata, Pl. xxxvii, No. pecLxxiv) has published a silver
coin of this king, whom the histories call the son of Muhammad Shih. The
coin bears the clear date 836 A. H. (1432-33, A.D.), and differs from
the preceeding Bengal coins by having the Kalimah on one side.* The
aledl sl Sazue o) B doal dalsie] 3l a0l 5 L) w&}rﬁsm kel
I'abaqat merely states that he reigned for sixteen] years, and died in 830
A. H., whilst Firishtah adds that he was a good and liberal king. The
Riyaz gives him a different character. ‘As Ahmad Shih was of rough dis-
position, tyrannical, and blood thirsty, he shed the blood of innocent people,
and tore open the bodies of pregnant women. When his cruelty had risen

* The reading of the obverse is—
1 Stewart has eighteen.
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high, and great and small were in despair, Shidi Khan and Nécir Khén,
two of his slaves, whom he had raised to the rank of Amirs, made a cons-
piracy and killed him. This took place in 830, after Ahmad Shah had
reigned sixteen, or, as some say, eighteen, years.’

‘Shadi Khin now desired to get rid of Nagir Khan; but Nagir Khan
outwitted him, killed him, and issued orders as king. The Amirs and Maliks,
however, refused to obey him, and murdered him, after seven days, or,
as some say, after twelve hours.’

With Ahmad Shah ends the dynasty of Rijah Kans. Taking the year
817, the beginning of Muhammad Shah’s reign, as a well attested starting
point, and assuming the duration of each reign as given in the histories to
be correct, we would get—

Duration of reign Ascerlained dates
Rajah Kans . .
(Béyazid Shah) } 817— 7, or 810 to 817. Coins of 812 and 816.

Muhammad Shah, . 817-1-17, or 817 to 834. Coins of 818, 821, 823, 831.
Ahmad Shéh, 834-1-16, or 834 to 850. Coin of 836.

Now above we saw that the last ascertained year for Hamzah Shah’s
reign is 804. If we then allow, on the testimony of all histories, above three
years to Shamsuddin, son of Saifuddin, we would be brought to the yecar
808, the commencement of the usurpation of Rajah Kéns, and the reckon-
ing, according to the data which we at present possess, is on the whole
satisfactory.

The length of Ahmad Shah’s reign only is open to doubt; for if his
reign be extended to 850, we are forced to assume that for the greater part
of his rule he was vigorously and successfully opposed by Nagiruddin Mah-
Mud, whose coinage, as will be seen from the following, goes back at least
to 846 A.H.

RESTORATION OF THE l]’..;'A’S Sua’H Dynasty.
XII. Nasiruddin Abul Muzaffar Mahmud Shah (I)

The histories agree in describing him as a descendant of Ilyds Shah.
He scems to have been supported by the old party who were tired of Ahmad
Shah; old families are said to have gathered round him; and Gaur, the old
capital, was rebuilt by him. The wars between Jaunpir and Dihli, as
Firishtah correctly observes, gave Bengal rest, and Mahmud Shah, according
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to the histories, reigned in peace for thirty-two years, or according to some
“not more than twenty-seven years,” and died in A. H. 862.

In the histories, he is called by his fiist name Négir Shah, instead of
Mahmuid Shah. Bengal history presents several examples of similar inver-
sions, if the retention of the familiar name of the king can be called so.

The chronology of Mahmud Shah’s reign has been considerably cleared
up by a coin in the possession of Col. H. Hyde, the President of our Society,
and by the inscriptions received from General Cunningham and Dr. Wise.
The dates now ascertained are 846; 861; 20th Sha’ban, 863; 28th Zil
Hajjah, 863. Again, the oldest inscription of Barbak Shah, discovered by
Mr. E. V. Westmacott, is dated Cafar, 865. We are, therefore, certain
that Mahmud Shah must have reigned at least till the beginning of 864.
But if the second statement of the historics regarding the length of his
reign (27 years) be correct, we would get the year 836 as the first year of
his reign, the very year in which Marsden’s Ahmad Shahi was struck. This
would make Mahmid Shah an opposition king for the whole length of
Ahmad Shah’s reign, which the histories say was not the case. We require,
therefore, more evidence to fix the beginning of Mahmud’s reign.

1. Coin of Mahmid Shih. New variety. Silver. Weight, 165-08 grains.
(Col. H. Hyde) A. H. 846. No mint-town. The margin contains little crosses.

OBVERSE.—ARY diw 356 [o)lm 3l 37 al) 8aald woma poa ) 0Bl o))
REVERSE.—tblu]] ol Oyese )i:.!éoJl BYl Wg,.ﬂ; 5 By J,o(.'w
l{e who is assisted by the assistance of God, the evidence of the Khalifah of God in

this age, Na¢ciruddunya waddin Abul Muzaffar Mahmud Shah,
the king. A. H. 846.

Mahmiid Shéh’s coins hitherto published are almost valueless. The
cabinet of the Asiatic Society has only one specimen, without date or mint-
town, like No. 8 of Laidley’s Plate of Bengal coins (Journal XV, for 1846,
PL. IV). Some have the Muhammadan creed on one side in (so called)
Tughr4 characters, and, on the other side, the name of the king Ndgirud-
dunyd waddin Abul Muzaffar Mahmid Shdh. The margin of the specimen
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is unfortunately cut away. Mr. Laidley’s No. 7 has the same obverse; the
reverse is the same as on Hamzah Shéah’s coins—*

—le lA WIJ ‘.]Lw”l L':‘J):' u&lﬂjojlqujﬁoﬁ
But the three inscriptions of this king are very valuable, viz., one from
Satgdon, dated A. H. 861, or 1457 A. D.; one from Dhak4, dated 20th
Sha’ban, 863, or 13th June, 1459;} and one from Gaur, discovered by
General Cunningham, dated 28th Zil Hijjah, 863, or 26th October, 1459.

No. 9. The Mahmid Shdh Inscription of Sdtgdon (A. H. 861).%

, w ~ w - w w - [ 4 .
bl (15 AW 0 gedl 5 Al ol e ) Onlue jamy 3] (a3 ) S

-

}' . o, ® . " ! . o
L) L w @ [
W) g eoi o W oaleodl i W e 5 alis Ja S e Se J5
ool ors ol x ok ox kel g Uy oot A b el loses
1 5 WO ol prakeall 5 M) &6 ol 5 Sty sk 4k % [ rony)l ]
Wiy W 5 gyl e 5 il 5 e ola abad) als o [ yeme ] jiball

* [ am doubtful whether Laidley’s Nos. 11 and 12 belong to this king. The obverse
of No. Il consists of seven circles, four with ‘Nagir Shah,” and three with ‘assultdn;’ the
reverse is illegible. It is unlikely that the king should bave called himself Nagir Shah on
some coins, when other coins and all inscriptions give his royal name ‘Mabmid Shah.’
Laidley’s No. 12 is curious; it shews on the rcverse the kalimah in clumsy Kufic characters,
and on the obverse five circles with ‘Mahmid Shih assultdn.” In the centre of the piece are
three rings, thus—°.°. Three rings thus arranged are Timur’s arms; vide Vambery’s Bokhara,
p. 205.

t Received from Dr. J. Wise, It was published in Journal, As. Soc. Bengal, 1872, Part I,
p. 108. :

+ This inscription was first published by me in Journal, As. Soc. Bengal, for 1870,
Part I, p. 293, where notes will be found on the locality. The name ‘Mahmud’ is broken
away, only the ddl is left, which in 1870, when I copied the inscription from the stone, I
mistook for a nun. General Cunningham’s rubbing leaves no doubt that it is a ddl. 1 thercfore
republish the inscription with this important correction.

5
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g e i wa i oty bla) r‘_“,x.n dinoll el )
By e 5 gotsl] B i b Sy st Ll AT il e

God Almighty says, ‘Surely he builds thc mosques of God who believes in God and
the last day, and ecstablishes the prayer, and offers the legal alms, and fears no one except
God. It is they that perhaps belong to such as are guided. And how beautifully does He
whose glory shines forth and whose bencfits are general, say, ‘Surely the mosques belong
to God, do not call on any other besides Allah.” And the Prophet says—may God’s blessing
rest upon him and upon his house and his companions!—‘He who builds a mosque for God,
will have a housc built for him by God in Paradise.’

* # % % by him who is assisted by the help of the Merciful, * * * by proof and evidence,
the help of Islim and the Muslims, NA¢iruddunya waddin Abul Muzaffar
[Mahmtu]d Shah, the king,—may God perpetuate his kingdom and his rule
and elevate his condition! It was built by the great Khan, the exalted, the liberal, who
has the title of Tarbiyat Khan—may God Almighty protect him from the evils of the end of
time by His grace and the perfection of His mercy! In the year 861, [A. D. 1457]

No. 10. The Mahmid Shdk Inscription of Hazrat Panduah, (Pl. V, No. 4).

Gencral Cunningham found this inscription at the Chhotd Dargédh
in Panduah.

sl 13 I ) SIS 5 el B s JI S all JUS
Gy ol e o 5 S AU U s ey U 5 Bt gy alig 35
Gl foyy Bl o) ialiel] Gimpoive S 5 5 50 5 Ja)yd 2l sy
otboly) Gipe S tuoll ) LRI 036 pelesl] 5 el i KT e
bamall 3 e gyl 5 el i) jlo (J) R Jlo e 8 hol]
@ o @ ! " .
See P Hloils 3 T o) Vs EPR [V ItV ] o TR b ) ww)‘l PR
Jball g ) 5 ) ol a5 ol Ul OBy (ol b)) ol
‘,B:)” \'J& 8")}' 'c‘)—b LJ” b w‘ﬁm J un)lt_a Alul.'l' &l anLw 1o O)‘osw
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God Almighty says, ‘Every creature tasteth death’ (Qor., III, 182). He also says,
‘When their fate comes, they cannot delay it an hour, nor anticipate it’ (Qor., X, 50). He

also says, ‘Everything on carth fadeth, but the face of Thy Lord remaineth full of glory
d honor.’
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Our revered master, the teacher of Iméms, the proof of the congregation, the sun of
the Faith, the testimony of Isldm and of the Muslims, who bestowed advantages upon the
poor and the indigent, the guide of saints and of such as wish to be guided, passed away from
this transient world to the everlasting mansion, on the 28th Zil Hijjah, a Monday, of the
year 863, during the reign of the king of kings, the protector of the countries of the Faithful,
Nagiruddunya waddin Abul Muzaffar Mahmud Shéah, the king,—
may God keep him in safety and security! This tomb was erected by the great Khan, Latif
Khan,—may God protect him against evils and misfortunes!

XMI. Ruknuddin Abul Mujahid Barbak Shah

The histories agrec in calling him the son of Négir Shah, ¢. e., Mahmud
Shah, and in assigning him a reign of seventeen years. The Riydz says,
seventeen, or sixteen; and the latter statement is evidently nearer the truth,
as by the preceding inscription Barbak cannot have commenced to reign

before 864.
To judge from the Tribeni inscription published by me in this Journal

for 1870, p. 290, it would appcar that Barbak as prince was governor of
south-western Bengal in 860; but the inscription styles him ‘Malik,” not
‘Sultdn,” from which it is clear that he was no rebel.

The following inscription, which Mr. E. V. Westmacott found in
Dinajpur, is very valuable, as it proves that Barbak was king in the very

beginning of 865.
No. 1. The Bdrbak Shdh Inscription of Dindjpir.
. w . ' w w
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In the name of God the merciful and the clement! A victory from God and a near
success, and announce it to the Faithful (Qor., LXI, 13). God is excellent as a protector,
and He is the most merciful of the merciful (Qor., XII, 64).
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The building of this mosque (took place) in the reign of the king, the son of a king,
Ruknuddunya waddin Abul Mujidhid Barbak Shah, the king, son
of Magmud Shah, the king,—may God continue his kingdom and rule!—-by the
direction of the great Khan, the noble chief, the hero of the age and the period, Ulugh
Iqrr (?) Khan commander and wazir, builder of this religious edifice, the said mosque.
And the repairer of the tomb (is) the great Khan and noble chief Ulugh Nugrat Khan,
the jangdéar and shiqdar of the aflairs of Jor and Bar ar and of other Mahallahs. Dated,
the 16th day of the month of Safar,—may God bring it to a happy and successful end!—
of the year 865. (Ist December, 1460, A.D.)*. y

Note on a Bdrbak Shdh Inscription from ‘/I/)z'na:]}nir.—nb’y E. Vesey
West™AcoTT, Esq., C. S. -

‘1 send a rubbing of an inscription of the reign of Barbak Shah, A. H.
865. It states him to have been the son of Mahmood Shah, a point upon
which a bit of additional evidence is not without value. It is very clearly
cut on the usual black stone, which is commonly called basalt, but which is
more like a slate. In one place I found the surface flaking off, and so brittle,
that I was afraid to clear it of the whitewash, with which it was clogged, as
thoroughly as I should have liked. The slab is about twenty-two inches by
ten, and the inscription is in five lines.

‘It is let into the easternfront of a little brick-built mosque adjoining
the grave of Chihil Ghazee, the Peer, mentioned by Dr. Buchanan in his
report on Dinagepore, p. 29. The grave, surrounded by an iron railing, is
54 feet long, and is supposed to correspond to the stature of the saint. It
is on the north side of the path upto the mosque, some hundred yards to
the west of the Darjecling road, four miles north of Dinagepore, and not far
from the Gopalgunge temples. The Mootawallee is a very ignorant fellow,
and I have found out nothing of the Peer beyond his name.

‘The founder of the mosque was “‘Shikdar of the affairs of Baroor,”
and of another place. Baroor I take to be the parganah of that name,
now in Poorniah, outside the western border of Dinagepore.

‘On each side of the inscription has been let into the wall a stud, or
circular piece, of the same stone, which have on the right side of each a
grove, as if for a clamp, which mgkes me think they were not originally
cut for their present position. They are about eight inches in diameter.
The centre of each bears in Tughra the muhr i nubuwwat or ‘seal of prophet-
ship,’ surrounding this is an inscription of which I send rubbings, but which
neither the Moulawi nor I can decipher. In an outer ring, half an inch
lower, the northern stone bears the inscription—

*] take this opportunity to correct the wrong reading of a title in the Barbak Shah
Inscription published by me in this Journal, for 1870, Pt. L., p. 290, Inscr. VII1., where for

dsvaj‘c )ln.\n(?. 1 should have read dlsvo )5‘: )|M(+ Jjdmaddr i ghair i mahalli, as
explained in Journal for 1872, Pt. L., p. 106.
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This is the picture of the seal of prophetship which was between the two shoulders of
Muhammad Mugtafa—may God bless him !

‘As door steps to the mosque and to the enclosure surrounding the
grave are pieces of hewn stone, similar picces lying close by; they are more
or less carved and appear to be parts of doorways. Such stones are common
in all parts of the district, and are said by tradition to have been brought
from Bannagar, near Debkot. They are similar to the remains of Gour and
Poroowa [Panduah]. On the south side of the path is the female portion
of a ling, of large size, a queer ornament for the premises of a Mahomedan
saint.

“The mosque is somewhat ruinous, the roots of plants are tearing it in
picces. I think that it is of greater antiquity than most in the district, from
the strength of the brick arches, the workmanship of the dome, and the fact
that the hewn stones which are built into the inner side of each archway,
have been cut to fit their places, although bearing marks of clamps to show
they have been taken from another building.

‘Three archways, twenty-eight inches wide and necarly six feet high, lead
into a vestibule twelve feet by five and a half, at cach end of which a similar
archway opens to the north and south. Three more archways lead into a
chamber, twelve feet square, surmounted by a dome, now cracked in several
directions. In the west wall are three niches, and two small archways on
the north and south lead into the open air. On the inner side of each of
the ten archways, a little below the spiring of the arches, hewn stones, six
or eight inches thick, are carried through the whole thickness of the wall
which is three feet through. Tt is unusual in Dinagepore to find that the
workmen have dressed the stone as they have here.

‘It is usual to build them in just as they are, often with most incongruous
Hindoo carvings upon them.’

Regarding the “Seal of prophesship,” it is said in the Maddrij-
unnubuwwat by *Abdul Haq of Dihli, that the seal betwcen the shoulders of
the Prophet was a thing raised above the surrounding parts of his blessed
body, resembling the body in colour, smoothness, and brightness. And it is
stated in the Mustadrik that Wahb ibn Munabbih said that no prophet was
sent on earth that had not the sign of prophetship on his right hand, except
the Prophet, who had the sign between the shoulders. Shaikh Ibn Hajar
in his commentary to the Mishkat says that the scal contained the words
5 yaies Bl @S (g ayi a) &y 14 I ssaly &)y, “and God is one, He has
no associate; pay attention wherever thou art, for thou art victorious.”
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Some traditions say that the seal was of light, and others, that it vanished
from the skin when the Prophet expired, so much so that people knew
by its disappearance that the prophet was really dead. Several authorities
compare the seal to the egg of a pigeon: some call it a 5| $3¢, ‘a red
fleshknot,” and others say that it was a wart covered with hair.

Marsden gives a Barbak coin which clearly shews the year 873.* The
cabinet of the Asiatic Society of Bengal contains the following:—

1. Vide Pl. IX, No. 7. New variety. Silver. Weight 164025 grains.
(Asiatic Socicty’s Cabinet.) A specimen in the possession of Babu Réjendra-
lala Mitra weighs 164-335 grains.

OBVERSE.— % % % JoleJ] ‘del Jelad] 1 Jyuy dome ) 9 &1 9

REVERSE.— % % ylalul) sli 0gesue oy bl ) 3likyh ‘.E:.'Jl rlé:l’l
Neither of these coins give Barbak’s full name.

XIV. Shamsuddin Abul Muzaffar Yusuf Shah, son of Barbak Shah

Firishtah represents him as a learned man, who, after his accession
charged the ’Ulama to see the law of the Prophet carried out. ‘No one
dared drink wine.’

The historics assign him a reign of seven years and six months, and
say that he died in 887. If so, the end of his reign was marked by a suc-
cessful rebellion of his uncle Fath Shah; butit is just as likely that Yasuf
died early in 886.

Marsden has a coin of this king without year, and Laidley gives a new
variety of 884.f General Cunningham’s inscriptions give the following
dates—

1. Panduah, st Muharram, 882, or 15th April, 1477.

2. Hazrat Panduah, 20th Rajab, 884, or 8th October, 1479.

3. Gaur, 10th Ramazan, 885, or 13th November, 1480.

No. 12. The Yisuf Shdh Inscigption of Panduah, Higli District.
(PL. VI, No. 1.) A. H. 882.

Wl dgle JI_3 5 lo—a) al) go lyedd 85 ol salua I (Ji dI J6

(oved w w
* Vide also Journal, As. Soc. Bengal, 1870, Part I., p. 299, note.
1 Babu Rajendralala Mitra has a specimen (like Laidley’s) of 883 d))ji The margin,

similarly to Fath Shah’s coins, contains shamrocks separated by dots. Weight 163-65 grains.
$ Vide, Journal, As. Socy., Bengal, 1870, Pt. I, p. 300.
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God Almighty says—*‘Surely the mosques belong to God. Do not call on any one besides
Allah. And he upon whom God’s blessing rest, says, ‘He who builds a mcsque in the world,
will have seventy castles built for him by God in the next world.” This mosque was built
during the reign of the king of the age, who is assisted by the assistance of the Supreme
Judge, the viceregent of God by proof and evidence, the king, the son o a king who was the
sonofaking, Shamsuddunyawaddin Abul Muzaffar Yasuf Shah,the
king, son of Barbak Shah, the king, son of Mahmtd S h4h, the king—may God
perpectuate his kingdom and rule! The mosque was built by the Majlis ul Majélis, the great
and liberal Majlis, the lord of the sword and the pen, the hero of the age and the period,
Ulugh Majlis i A’zam—may God Almighty protect him in both worlds!

Dated Wednesday, Ist Mubarram, 882. Let it end well!

No. 13. The Yusuf Shah Inscription of Hazrat Panduah. A. H. 885.
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The Prophet (may God’s blessing rest upon him!) says, ‘He who builds a mosque for
God, shall have a castle built for him by God in Paradise.” This mosque was built in the
reign of the just and liberal king Shamsuduny4d waddin Abul Muzaflar
Yusuf Shah, the king, son of BArbak Shah, the king, son of Mahmud Shéh,
the king,—may God perpetuate his kingdom and rule!—by the Majlis ul Majalis, the
cxalted Majlis,—may God whose dignity is exaltcd also exalt him in both worlds! And this
took place on Friday, the 20th Rajab (may the dignity of the month increase!) of the year
884, according to the era of the flight of the Prophet, upon whom God’s blessing rest!
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No. 14. The Yisuf Shdh Inscription of Gaur. A. H. 885.
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The Prophet, &c. &c., [as before]. This mosque was built in the reign of the king,
the son of a king who was the son of a king, Shamsuddunya waddin Abul
MuzaffarYasufShah,thcking,sonof BarbakShah, theking, sonofMahmud
S h ah, the king. The mosque was built by the great Khan, the exalted Khaqan, * *** *

[not legible.]
Dated, the 10th day of the blcssed month of Ramazan, 885.

A rubbing of another Yusuf Shahi Inscription has been received from
Dr. J. Wise. Dr. Wise says—“The inscription is from onc of the four
mosques which surround the tomb of Shah Jalal at Silhat. It is a fine
Tughrd inscription, but unfortunately one-third of it has been built into the
masonry, the slab forming the lintel of the door !”

The inscription is—

No. 15. The Yisuf Shdh Inscription of Silhat
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#+*%* Abul Muzaffar Yusuf 3hah, son of Barbak Shah, the king,
son of Mahmud Shah, the king—may God perpetuate his rule and kingdom! And
the builder is the great and exalted Majlis, the wazir (dastir), who exerts himself in good
dceds and pious acts, the Majlisi A’l4—may God preserve him against the cvils and * *

To judge from Dr. Wise’s rubbing, the inscription, in point of beauty,
ranges immediately after the Sikandar Shah inscription No. 8, mentioned
above, and it would be well, if the Sar i gaum, ‘the head of the clan,’ as the
Mutawalli of the tomb is called, would take steps to have this beautiful
inscription taken out of the masonry, and thus restore it to light and history.

Dr. Wise has also sent the following interesting note on Shéh Jalal.
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Note on Shdh Faldl, the patron saint of Sithat.— By Dr. J. WisE,
DrAkA.

The following abridgment of the life and miraculous adventures of
Shah Jalal, the conqueror of Silhat in the 14th century, is taken from the
Suhail-i-Yaman, written by Naciruddin, late Mungif of Silhat; his work was
composed in the year 1859. It is an abstract of two earlier histories, one
of which is called the “Risdlah of Muhi-uddin Khadim; the other, by an
unknown author, is designated the “Rauzatus-Salatin.”

According to the Mungif, Shah Jalal Mujarrid Yamani was the son of
a distinguished saint, whose title of Shaikhush-Shuytkh is still preserved.
He belonged to the Quraish tribe. Shah Jalal’s father was named Muham-
mad; his grandfather Muhammad Ibrdhim. His mother was a Sayyidah.
She died within three months of the birth of this her only son. His father died
fighting in a jihdd against the infidels.

The youth was adopted by his maternal uncle Sayyid Ahmad Kabir
Suhrwardi, a Darwish of no mean accomplishments, who had studied under
the renowned Shah Jal4l ud-din Bukhari.

For thirty years Shah Jalal is said to have lived in a cave without
crossing the threshold. He was at last summoned from his seclusion by his
uncle, owing to the following circumstance. One day seated in front of his
house at Makkah, lost in contemplation, Sayyid Ahmad saw a doe big with
young approach him. The doc related how a lion had appeared in the wood
in which she lived, and was killing all her comradcs. She finally requested
him to come and drive away the brute. Shdh Jaldl was called forth from
his cave, and directed to go and turn out the lion. On the way he puzzled
himself what was to be done when the lion was scen. Unexpectedly, how-
cver, he met the animal, and the lustre which shot from his cye was so dazzl-
ing, that the lion fled and was hcard of no more.

On his return, Sayyid Ahmad was so pleased with his behaviour, that
he gave him a handful of earth and tsld him to go forth and wander over
the world, until he found earth of similar colour and smell. Where he did,
he was there to make his abode.

Hindustan was then the land to which adventurers directed their steps,
and Shih Jalil followed their example. He passed by a city of Yaman,
the king of which was informed that a great Darwish was near. He accord-
ingly sent a cup of deadly poison instead of sharbat, to test his power.
Shah Jalal at once divined its nature, and informed the king’s messengers
that the instant the draught was swallowed, the king would die. The poison
was quaffed without injury to the saint, but, as foretold, the king died.
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Shah Jal4l proceeded on his course, but four days-afterwards he was
overtaken by the Shahzddah, who had determined on leaving his kingdom
and on following the saint in his wanderings.

After journeying for many days, they arrived at Dihli, where the
celebrated Nizam-uddin Auliy4 then resided. When Shah Jalal entered the
city, Nizam-uddin was sensible of the arrival of a saint. He, therefore, sent
messengers to search for him and to invite him to come and eat with him.
Shah Jal4l accepted the invitation and gave the messengers a bottle filled
with cotton, in the centre of which he placed a live coal. The receipt of
this wonderful bottle satisfied Nizdm-uddin that this was no common
Darwish. He accordingly treated him with every honour, and on his
departure he gave him a pair of hlack pigeons.

The narrative is now transferred to Silhat. In a Mahallah of that
city, called Tol-takar, resided at this period Shaikh Burhéan-uddin. How
a Muhammadan got there, or what he was doing so far away from his own
countrymen, puzzles Muhi-uddin, who thinks that this solitary believer
must have belonged to some Hinda family, and that he could not have
been a true Muhammadan. Burhan, the story goes, had made a vow, that
if he was blessed with a son, he would sacrifice a cow. A son being born,
he performed his vow; but as had luck would have it, a kite carried off a
portion of the flesh and dropped it in the house of a Brahman. The incensed
Brahman went to Gaur Gobind, the king of Silhat, and complained. The
king sent for Burhdn and the child; and on the former confessing that he
had killed a cow, the child was ordered to be put to death, and the right
hand of the father cut off.

Burhén-uddin left Silhat and proceeded to the court of Gaur. The king
on hearing of what had occurred, ordered his nephew (bhdnjd) Sultén
Sikandar, to march at once towards the Brahmaputra and Sunnargidon
with an army.

When new reached Silhat that an army was approaching, Gaur Gobind,
who was a powerful magician, assenbled a host of devils and sent them
against the invaders. In the battle that ensued, the Muhammadans were
routed, and Sultin Sikandar with Burhin-uddin fled. The Prince wrote to
his uncle, informing him of the defeat and of the difficulties met with in
waging war against such foes. The monarch on receiving the news, gathered
together the astrologers, tnd conjurers, and ordered them to prophesy
what success would attend a new campaign. Their reply was encouraging,
and Nagir-uddin Sipahsilar was directed to march with a force to the
assistance of Sultan Sikandar. This re-inforcement, however, did not restore
courage to the Muhammadan soldiery, and it was decided to consult with
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Shah Jalal, who with 360 Darwishes was waging war on his own account with
the infidels. The Sultdn and Nagiruddin proceeded to the camp of thesaints,
where the Shah encouraged them by repeating a certain prayer, and pro-
mised to join their army and annihilate the hitherto victorious army of
devils. Along with the Shih were Sayyid Muhammad Kabir, Sayyid H4ji
Ahmad Séni, Shaikh Abul Muzaffar, Qazi Aminuddin Muhammad,
Shiahziddah Yamani, &c., &c.

The advance of this army of saints was irresistible. The devils could not
prevail against them, and Gaur Gobind, driven from one position to another,
at last sought refuge in a seven-storied temple in Silhat, which had been
built by magic. The invaders encompassed this temple, and Shah Jalal
prayed all day long. His prayers were so effective, that each day one of the
stories fell in, and, on the fourth day, Gaur Gobind yielded on the promise
of being allowed to leave the country.

The terms agreed to Gaur Gobind retired to the mountains (kohistdn).
While at his protracted prayers, Shah Jalal discovered that the earth on
which he was knecling was of the same colour and smell as that given him
by the Makkah Darwish. He, therefore, determined on cstablishing his
abode there. With him remained Shahzadah Yamani, H4ji Yusuf, and Haji
Khalil. The rest of the saints retired with the army.

The remainder of Shah Jalal’s life was spent in devotion and in miracul-
ous actions which still live in the traditions of the people. It is believed
that Shah Jaldl never looked on the face of woman. One day, however,
standing on the bank of a stream, he saw one bathing. In his simplicity,
he asked what strange creature it was. Onc being informed, he was enraged,
and prayed that the water might rise and drown her. He had no sooner
expressed this wish than the water rose and drowned her. Other less question-
able actions are related regarding him. For instance, he caused the corpse
of Nagir-uddin Sipahsdlar, who dicd at Silhat, to disappear from a Mosque,
while the friends were mourning over it. On another occasion he wished
that a fountain like the holy Zamzam »f Makkah might spring up near his
abode, and immediately the fountain appeared.

Shah Jalidl was translated (intigdl) the 20th of the “Kali Chand,”
A. H., 591, in the 62nd year of his age.

Dr. Wise also writers—“It is a curious fact that the Shéh is invoked
by the Silhat gdnjah (hemp)smokers. I have got a Silhuat lunatic, who every
day before smoking his chillum of tobacco invokes the saint in the following
manner ;—
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Ho ! Bisheshwar Ldl,

Tin ldk’h Pir Shdh Faldl,

Ek bdr, dubrda, fagannath jt kd piydrd
Khdne kd didh bhdt, bajdne ko dotdrd.

The chronology of the ‘Life of Shah Jalal,” as Dr. Wise observes, is
confused. His death is put down as having occurred in 591, A. I, and he
said to have visited NizdAmuddin Aulid, who died in 725, A. H. Again,
according to the legends still preserved in Silhat, the district was wrested
from Gaur Govind, the last king of Silhat, by king Shamsuddin in 1384
A. D, or 786 A. H., during the reign of Sikandar Shah, whilst ‘king
Shamsuddin’ can only refer to Shamsuddin Ilyas Shah, Sikandar’s father.

Dr. Wise also draws attention to the statement made by Ibn Batdatah
who “from Sadkawidn [Chatgdon] travelled for the mountains of Kamri
[Kamrap, western A’sam].** His object in visiting these mountains was to
meet one of the saints, namely, Shaikh Jaldl uddin of Tabriz.”* Jalal
then gives him a garment for another saint ‘Burhanuddin,” whom Ibn
Batutah visits in Khanbalik (Pekin). Ihn Batitah, as remarked above, was
in Eastern Bengal, when Fakhruddin was king (739 to 750, A. H.). But here
again the confusion of dates and names is very great. Jalaluddin of Tabriz
died, as we saw above, in 642, and the Silhat Jalal is represented as a man
from Yaman.} Neither Jalidl nor Burhanuddin is mentioned in the bio-
graphical works of Muhammadan Saints.

XV. Sikandar Shah II

The Riyaz says that this king was the son of Ytsuf Shdh; the other
histories say nothing regarding his relationship. Stewart calls him “‘a youth
of the royal family,” but afterwards calls Fath Shah his “uncle.” The
Riyaz says that he was deposed on the same day on which he was raised to
the throne; the A’fn i Akbari gives him half a day; my MS. of the Tabaqat,
two and a half days; Lirishtah mentions no time; and Stewart gives him
two months.

XVI. Jalaluddin Abul Muzaffar Fath Shih, son of Mahmud Shah

Fath Shah was raised to the throne, as “Sikandar Shah did not possess
the necessary qualifications.” The histories say that his reign lasted from

* Lee, Tbn Batdtah, p. 195.
t Vide the Silhat Inscription of 1505, given below under Husain Shah.
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887 to 896, A. H., and yet, they only give him seven years and five months
(Stewart, secven years and six months). The inscriptions and coins, however,
given below shew that he reigned in 886; and if the “seven years and five
months” are correct, Fath Shah could only have reigned till 892 or 893,
which agrees with the fact that his successor Iiruz Shéh 11. issued coins in
893. Fath Shah was murdered at the instigation of the Eunuch Barbak.

Laidley has published two silver coins of this king, of which one scems to
have been struck at Fathabad in 892. The following is a new variety.*

1. Vide Pl. IX, No. 8. Silver. Weight, 158:65 grains. Fathdbdd, A. H.
886. (As. Soc. of Bengal, one specimen.) Circular arcas. The margin consists
of ornamental designs, resembling the niches in moscues and rosettes.
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Jalaluddunyi waddin Abul Muzaffar Fath Shah Sultan,son of
Mahmtd Shah, the king—may God strengthen him with victory! Fathabad, 886.

The following five inscriptions of this king have been reccived by the
Society---

1. Dhdkd, 1st Zil Qa’dah, 886, or 2nd January, 1482.

2. Dhdmrdi, 10th Jumida I., 887, or 27th June, 1482. Published,
J. A. S. B, 1872, p. 109.

3. Bikrampir, middle of Rajab, 888, or August, 1483.

4. Sunndrgdon, Muharram, 889, or beginning of A. ID. 1484.

5. Sdtgdon, 4th. Muharram, 892, or Ist January, 1487. Published,
J. A. S. B, Pt. I, 1870, p. 294.

No. 16. The Fath Shdih Inscription of Bandar, near Dhdkd.
A. H. 886. (Pl. VII, No. 1.)

The Society is indebted to Dr. J. Wise for this important inscription,
regarding which he writes as follows —*The inscription was found on an old
Masjid at Bandar, on the banks of a K’hal called Tribeni, opposite Khizrpur
(Dhéka). This K’hal was in former days the junction of the Brahmaputra,
Lak’hya, and Ganges. At its opening on the left bank of the Lak’hya, a fort
still stands, said to have been built by Mir Jumlah (vide Journal, As. Soc.,
Bengal, 1872, Pt. I, p. 96]. The place called Bandar is now a mile inland
(vide P, IV), but during the height of the rains, the K’hél is navigable for
native boats. The inscription is the most perfect as yet met with in this
District,”

* The coin given by Marsden as a Fath Shahi does not belong to this king.
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God Almighty says, “The mosques belong 1o God. Do not associate any one with God.’
The Prophet, may God bless him!—says, ‘He who builds a mosque, will have a castle built

for him by Geod in Paradise.’
This auspicious mosque was built by the great Malik Baba Salih in the reign

of the king, the son of the king, JalauddunyawaddinAbulMuzaffarFath
Shah,sonof Mahmud Shah, the king—may God perpetuate his kingdom and rule!—
on the Ist Zil Qa’dah, 886, A. H. (2nd January, 1482, A.D).

The builder of the mosque appears to have been a very pious man.
Three miles west from Sunnagdon, Dr. J. Wise discovered a mosque built
by the same man, and adjoining the mosque his tomb. The masjid is within
half a mile of the mosque to which the preceding inscription belongs, and
was built in 911, A.H. A portion of the date of the inscription is designedly,

as it would appear, chipped off.

No. 17. The Bdbd Sdlih Inscription of Sunndrgdon.
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God Almighty says, &c. [as above]. This blessed mosque was built in the reign of

Sultan ’Alauddunyidwaddin Abuul Muzaffar Husain Shah, the

king,-—may God perpctuate his rcign !—Dby the great and liberal Malik, the servant of the

Prophet, who has made a pilgrimage to Makkah and Madinah and has visited the two
footprints of the Prophet, Haji Baba Salih. Dated 9*1, A.H.

The wanting words are no doubt e %‘.o(a. dhw 3, which would be 911.

A small slab let in the brick work of Bab4 Salih’s tomb contains the follow-

ing date of his death.
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No. 18. The Inscription on Bdbd Sdlik’s Tomb.
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O God ! There is no God but He. He will surcly collect you towards the day of resur-
rection, and who is more truthful a speaker than God ? [Qor., IV. 89.] ** the tomb of the
pilgrim to Makkah and Madinah, who has visited both footprints of the Prophet, the servant
of the Prophet (upon whom be peace !), HajiBaba Salih ** (almutawaffd, who died)
on...Rabil.,...2.

Thus it seems that he died in A. H. 912. Dr. Wise says—“No one
here has heard of the name of this pious man. The neighbourhood of these
mosques is very old. Qadam Rasul (the ‘Footprint of the Prophet’), a
famous place of pilgrimage, on a mound some sixty feet high, is a little
to the north-west. Gangakol Bandar is on the west, and across the Lak’hya
River is Khizrpir with the ruins of what I belicve was the residence of ‘Is4
Khén, mentioned in the A’in i Akbari.”

A third mosque built by Baba Sélih is in ‘Azimnagar, District Dhaka.

No. 19. The Bdbd Sdlik’s Inscription of *Azimnagar.
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The Prophet—may God bless him !—says, ‘Make quu.k the prayer before the end,
and hasten the naubat before death.  This blessed mosque was built by the exalted, liberal
Malik, Baba Salih, and the building was complcted on the first Muharram 910 [or
901,—the numbers are unclear].

No. 20. The Fath Shdh Inscription on A’dam Shahid’s Mosque at
Bikrampir (Dhdkd District). A. H. 888.

General Cunningham and Dr. J. Wise have each sent rubbings of this
inscription.
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God Almighty says, &c., [as above]. This Jami’ Masjid was built by the great Malik,
Malik Kafur, in the time of the king, the son of the king, JAl4luddunya waddin
AbulMuzaffarFath Shah, the king, son of Mahmud Shah, the king, in the
middle of the month of Rajab, 888, A. H. (August, 1483, A. D.)

Dr. Wise writes as follows—-

‘The Masjid of A’dam Shahid is in Bikrampur at a village called Qazi
Qacbah, within two miles of Ballalbari, the residence of Balldl Sen. Mr.
Taylor, in his “Topography of Dacca® states that A’dam Shahid, or Baba
A’dam, was a QAzi, who ruled over Eastern Bengal. He gives no authority
for this statement, and, af the present day, the residents of the village are
ignorant of this fact. They relate that Bab4a A’dam was a very powerful
Darwish, who came to this part of the country with an army during the
reign of Balldl Sen. Having encamped his army near ’Abdullahpur, a
village about three miles to the N. E., he caused pieces of cow’s flesh to be
thrown within the walls of the Hindu prince’s fortress. Ballal Sen was very
iratc, and sent messengers throughout the country to find out by whom the
cow had been slaughtered. One of the messengers shortly returned and
informed him that a foreign army was at hand, and that the leader was then
praying within a few miles of the palace. Ballal Sen at once gallopped to
the spot, found Baba Adam still praying, and at one blow cut off his head.

‘Such is the story told by the Muhammadans of the present day,
regardless of dates and well-authenticated facts.

“The Masjid of Baba Adam has been a very beautiful structure, but it
is now fast falling to pieces. Originally, there were six domes, but threce
have fallen in. The walls are ornamented with bricks beautifully cut in the
form of flowers and of intricate patterns. The arches of the domes spring
from two sandstone pillars, 20 inches in diameter, evidently of Hindd work-
manship. These pillars are eight-sided at the base, but about four feet from
the ground they become sixteen-sided. The mihrdbs are nicely ornamented
with varied patterns of flowers, and in the centre of cach is the representation
of a chain supporting an oblong frame, in which a flower is cut.

“The style of this Masjid is very similar to that of the old Godldih
Masjid at Sunnargdon and to that of ‘Isa Khan’s Masjid at Khizrpar.'*

* Dr. Wise, in one of his letters addressed to the Socicty, makes the following remark
on Sher Shah’s road from the Brahmaputra to the Indus.

N u. 0
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No. 21. The Fath Shdh Inscription of Sunndrgdon. A. H. 889.

General Cunningham has sent a rubbing of the following inscription—
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God Almighty says, &c., (as before). And the Prophet says, &c., (as bcfore).

This mosque was built during the reign of the grcat and cxalted king, Jalalud-
dunya waddin Abul Muzaffar Fath Shah, the king, son of Mahmuad
S h 4 h, the king,—may God perpetuate his kingdom and rulc ! The builder of the mosque
is Mugqarrab uddaulah, Malik. .. .uddin, the Royal, keeper of the wardrobe outside the
Palace, the commander and wazir of the territory of Muazzaméabad, also known
as Mahmudabad, and commander of Thianah La wud. This took place during
Muharram, 889. (A. D. 1484.)

The geographical names occurring in this inscription have been discuss-
cd above.
THe Habsui Kings

The pretorian band of Abyssinians, which Barbak Shéh had introduced
into Bengal, became from the protectors of the dynasty the masters of the
kingdom, and cunuchs were the actual rulers of the country. The very
names of the actors during the interregnum between the end of the Ilyas
Shah dynasty and the commencement of the house of Husain Shah, proclaim
them to have been Abyssinian eunuchs;* and what royalty at that time

““I see in the last volume of Elliot’s ‘History of India’ that doubts are expressed of there
ever having been a road made from Sunnérgaon to the Indus by Sher Shah, as mentioned
by Firishtah and others. In this district there are two very old bridges, which local tradition
states were constructed by that monarch, and which lie exactly where such a road would
have been. One is still used, the other has fallen in.”

* Names as Kafur (camphor), Qaranful (clove), Firtiz and Firtzah (turquoise), Almés
(diamond), Yaqut (cornelian), Habshf Khén, Indil, Sid. Badr, &c. Camphor was looked
upon as an anti-aphrodisiac (vide my Ain translation, p. 385); hence the name was appro-
priate. The Fath Shah inscription No. 20 mentions a Malik Kafur; and we are reminded
of the Kaftr Hazardinar. of 'Alauddin’s reign.

6
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was in Bengal is well described by Abul Fazl, who says that, after the
murder of Fath Shah, low hirelings flourished;* and Firishtah sarcastically
remarks that the peoplec would only obey him who had killed a king and
usurped the throne. Faria y Souza also says of the kings of that time:—

“They observe no rule of inheritance from father to son, but even slaves
sometimes obtain it by killing their master, and whoever holds it three days
they look upon as established by divine providence. Thus it fell out that
in 40 years’ space they had 13 kings successively.”

The Habshi kings are Sultdn Shéhzddah, Firdz Shah, and Muzaffar
Shah. Mahmud Shah II appears to belong to the old dynasty.

XVIIL Sultin Shihzdidah
(Barbak, the Eunuch.)

The owner of this odd title reigned either two and a half months
(Tabaqgat and Firishtah), or perhaps eight months (Firishtah), or according
to a pamphlet which the author of the Riydz possessed, six months. He
was murdered by

XVIIIL. Saifuddin Abul Muzaffar Firuz Shih (II)
(Malik Indfl Habshi.)

He had been a distinguished commander under Fath Shah, and proved
a good king. According to the histories, he dicd a natural death after a
reign of three years, in 899,-—a wrong date. The Riyaz says that a mosque,
a tower, and a reservoir, in Gaur were built by him.

The coin published by Marsden as belonging to this king, has been
shewn by Mr. Thomas to belong to Firtiz Shah Bahmani.

The following passage from Jodo de Barros refers to cither this king or
Husain Shah:—

‘One hundred years before the Portuguese visited Chatgdon, a noble
Arab arrived there from ’Adan (Aden), bringing with him 200 men. Seeing
the state of the kingdom, he began to form ambitious projects of conquest.
Dissimulating his intentions, he set himself up as a commercial agent, and on
this pretext added to his followers a reinforcement of 300 Arabs, thus rais-
ing his total force to 500 men. Having succeeded through the influence of
the Mandarijs, who were the governors of the place, in procuring an intro-
duction to the king of Bengal, he assisted that monarch in subduing the
king of Orfsa, his hereditary foe. For this service he was promoted to the

* “The kings of Bengala, in times past, were chosen of the Abassine or Althiopian slaves,
as the Soldans of Cairo were some time of the Circassian Mamalukes.! Purchas.
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command of the King’s body-guard. Soon afterwards he killed the king,
and himself ascended the throne. The capital was at this time at Gaur.’

The chronology of Firuz Shéh II.’s reign may be fixed with the help
of the following, apparently unique, coin, the original of which is in the
British Museum. Col. Guthrie kindly sent the Society a cast, from which
the woodcut below has been made. The coin gives the year 893 (A. D.,
1488). This year entirely agrees with the ascertained dates of Jalaluddin
Fath Shah’s reign, and with the earliest ascertained year of Muzaffar Shah.
Firuz Shah II., therefore, reigned from 893 to 895, or 896. The former,
895, is perhaps preferable to 896, because both Mahmad Shéh and Muzaffar
Shah reigned in 896.

I. Firuz Shéah II Silver. No mint town. A. H., 893 (A. D. 1488.)
No margins.
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Saifuddunya wadd.n Abul Muzaffar Firiz Shah, the king,-—
may God perpetuate his kingdom and rule ! There is no God but Allah, Mubhammad is
the Prophet of God. Treasury issue of 893.

XIX. Nisiruddin Abul Mujihid Mahmud Shih (II)

He was raised to the throne on Fird.z Shah’s death, though the govern-
ment was in the hands of one Habshi Kh4n. After a short time, Hahsh
Khan and immediately after, Mahmud Sh4h, were killed by Sidi Badr
Diwénah, who proclaimed himself king.

Though the histories call Mahmud the son of Firtiz Shah, there is little
doubt that the statement of H4ji Muhammad Qandahari, preserved by
Firishtah, is correct—*In the history by H4ji Muhammad Qandahari,* it

* The Lak’hnau edition of Firishtah calls him ‘H4ji Mahmad.” His historical work
is not known at the present day.
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is written that Sultdn Mahmid was the son of Fath Shih, and that Habshi
Khin was a eunuch of Barbak Shah, who by Firtz Shah’s orders had brought
up Mahmud. After Firiz Shah’s death, Mahmud was placed on the throne;
but when six months had passed, Habshi Kh4n shewed inclination to make
himself king, and Sidi Badr killed him.” These facts agree well with the
following circumstances: First, all histories say that Fath Shah, at his death,
left a son two years old, and his mother, at Sultin Shahzadah’s death,
declared herself willing to leave the throne to him, who had brought her
husband’s murderer to account. Secondly, according to Muhammadan cus-
tom, children often receive the names of the grandfather; hence Fath Shah
would call his son Négiruddin Mahmuad; but as the kunyah must be different,
we have here ‘Abul Mujahid,” while the grandfather has ‘Abul Muzaffar.’

General Cunningham found the following inscription of this king in
Gaur; unfortunately, the date is illegible.

No. 22, The Mahmid Shdh (I1I) Inscription of Gaur. (A.H. 896 ?)
(P1 VI1I, No. 3.)
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The Prophet (may God bless him !) says, ‘He who builds, &c., {as beforc]. This mosque
was built in the reign of the king of the time, (who is endowed) with justice and liberality,
the help of Islam and the Muslims, Nagiruddunya waddin Abul Mujahid
Mahmad Shab, the king—may God perpetuate his kingdom and rule !—by the great
and exalted Khan Ulugh Majlis Khan. .. .(Illegible). Dated, 23rd Rabi’. ...

L3
Marsden has published a silver coin of this king, which has likewise
no date (vide Numism., Pl. XXXVI, No. DCCXXI1V); but as Laidley
correctly observes, he ascribes it wrongly to Mahmud Shah of Dihli. The
legend of the coin is—
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The words bil’ad! wal-ihsdn are not clear, they may also be e}/l 5 )-ADJU
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as elsewhere suggested by me; but the former coincides with the phrase used

in the inscription. I cannot see the word oblsis, which Laidley gives.
According to the chronological remarks made by me regarding the

reign of Firiz Shah, we have to place Mahmud Shah’s reign in 896, A. H.

XX. Shamsuddin Abul-Nasr Muzaffar Shih
(Sidi Badr Diwénah.)

The reign of this king, who is represented to have been a blood-thirsty
monster, is said in all histories to have lasted three ycars and five months;
but his death at the hands of the next king cannot have taken place in 903,
because his coins and inscriptions mention the years 896 and 898. He must,
therefore, have been killed in 899, the first year in which Hussain Shéh
struck coins.

A Muzaffar Shah inscription was published by me in the Journal for
1872, p. 107, from an imperfect rubbing. Since then Mr. W. M. Bourke
has sent me a clear rubbing with the date distinct. I, therefore, republish
it with a corrccted translation.

No. 23. The Muzaffar Shik Inscription of Gangardmpiir
A. H. 896. (A.D. 1491)
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This mosque was built in the time (?) of the renowned saint, Maulana *Ati—may
God render his grave pleasant and may He make Paradise his dwelling place !—during
the reign of Shamsuddunya waddin Abul-Na¢gr Muzaffar Shah, the
king—may God perpetuate his kingdom and his rule ! Dated A. H. 896.

Mr. Bourke's rubbing shew that the word samdnmiah is cut into the
second bar, which separates the third line from the second. Below the last
line there is another line cut into thé lowest bar; but the letters are too
small and partly broken to admit of a satisfactory reading. I can recognize
the words ‘Mulld Mubérak’ and mi’mdr, ‘builder.’

Laidley has published a silver coin of this king, the legend of which is
(vide J. A. S. B., Vol. XV, for 1846, Pl. V, No. 19)—

Onverse.—e all 0ld lalud] sl iie ol o) o)) 5 W) el
sitlabu 4
Margin—Cut away.
Reverse.—The Kalimah. Year, illegible.
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Margin—the four Khalifahs.

The Honorable E. C. Bayley is about to publish a gold Muzaffar Shahi,
which seems to be of 896, A. H.

Muzaffar Shah, according to the Riyaz, built a mosque in Gaur.
General Cunningham has sent the Society a rubbing of another inscription
from the Chhota Dargah (Nur Qutb ’Alam’s Dargah) in Hazrat Panduah.
It is, in point of execution, a very fine inscription.

No. 24. The Muzaffar Shdh Inscription of Panduah. A. H. 898.
Vide Pl. V1, No. 2.
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God Almighty says, ‘Verily, the first house that was founded for men, is the one in
Bakkal [Makkah], blessed, and a guidance to all beings. In it are clear signs: the place
of Abraham, and who entered into it, was safe, and God cnjoined men to visit it, if they
arc able to go there; but whosoever disbelieves, verily God is independent of all beings.
[Qor. III. 90 to 92.]

In this Safi building the tomb of the pole (duth) of poles was built, who was slain by
the love of the All-Giver, the Shaikh of Shaikbs, Hazrat N ar ul H a q washshara’, Sayyid
Qutb’Alam—may God sanctify his beloved secret, and may Geod illuminate his grave ?
This house was built in the reign of the just, liberal, lcarned king, the help of Islam and the
Muslims, Shamsuddunya waddin Abul-Nag¢r Muzaffar Shah, the
king, may God perpetuate his kingdom and rule, and may He elevate his condition and
dignity ! This house was built during the khildfat* of the Shaikh ul-Islim, the Shaikh of
Shaikhs, son of thc Shaikh of Shaikhs, Shaikh Muhammad Ghaus—may God Almighty
ever protect him !

Datcd, 17th Ramazan, 898. [2nd July, 1493.]

Nur Qutb ’Alam was mentioned above among the Saints of Panduah.

.* The reign, if I may say so, of a spiritual teacher.
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Tuae Husaini DyNasTy

On Muzaffar Shah’s death in 899, Aldddin Husain Shéh, son of Sayyid
Ashraf, usurped the throne. Of the reign of no king of Bengal—perhaps of
all Upper India before the middle of the 10th century—do we possess so
many inscriptions. Whilst the names of other Bengal kings scarcely ever
occur in legends and remain even unrecognized in the geographical names of
the country, the the name of “Iussain Shah, the good,” is still remembered
from the forntiers of Orisa to the Brahmaputra.

I have treated of the chronology of the reigns of Husain Shih and his
successors in my article, “On a new king of Bengal, &c.,” published in the
Journal, for 1872, Pt. I, pp. 331 to 340, and according to the paper, we
have—

*Aladdin Abul Muzuaffar Husain Shéh, 899 to 927 (929 ?).
Négiruddin Abul Muzaffar Nugrat Shah, 927 (929 ?) to 939.
’Alduddin Abul Muzaffar Firdz Shah (III), 939.

4. Ghiyasuddin Abul Muzaffar Mahmuid Shah (III), 940 to 944,
(defeated by Sher Shah).

I have now only to describe a few unpublished coins and to give several
new inscriptions belonging to the reigns of these kings.

K-

XXI. ’Alduddin Abul Muzaffar Husain Shih

Marsden (Pl. XXXVII1I, Nos. DCCLXXIX and DCCXCIII) has given
two different Husain Shahis, the former of Fathabad, 899, A. H., and the
latter of Husaindbad, 914, A. H.* Laidley has two new types, one struck
at Husain4dbad, 912, A. H., and the other (vide his plate, No. 21) resembling
that of Marsden, but with a different legend. The cabinet of the Asiatic
Society contains a few new varieties, with and without dates.

1. Vide Pl. IX, No. 9. Silver. Weight, 163-57 grains. No mint-town.
A. H. 900. (As. Soc. Bengal, onc specimen). Circular areas; no margin.

* Marsden reads the latter date 917. On the former coin, the king’s first name is
spelt L'J’-"&) ylle, instead of Qf-"&) sde | with an intermediate wdw. This wdw should not be
read: it arises from whimsical rule of a class of pedantic Katibs who maintain that the vowel
u after a long d, as in *Aldu, requires “a support.”

The obverse of the latter coin, to which I alluded in the note to p. 301 of the Journal
for 1870, Pt. I, is still a puzzle to me, though I have wasted much time in looking at the
coin, patiently waiting for a happy guess. T now believe that the second line is ‘l:\hlw) ‘JGUI
abidim bisaltanatihi, the last word being written disconnected, as sultdnahu on the reverse.
But the third line is unclear. The weight of the coin is 162-64 grains.
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Col. Guthrie in a MS. list of Bcngal Coins in the British Museum
quotes Husain Shéhis struck at Jannatdbdd (Husaindbad ?) in 918 and 919.

The inscriptions belonging to Husain Shih’s reign are most numerous;
the date of the latest two is 925, A.H. Those of which the Society has received
rubbings from General Cunningham are marked [G. C.].

1. Munger, 903; mentions Prince Danyal. Published Journal, 1872,
p. 335. [G. C.].

2. Machain, Parganah Ballipir, Dhdkd, 22nd Jumada I, 907, or 3rd
December, 1501. Received from Dr. J. Wise.
Bonhara, in Bihar, 908. Published, Proceedings 1870, p. 112.
Cheran, in Bihar, 909. Published, Procecedings 1870, p. 297.*
Silhat, 911. From Dr. Wise.
Madidah, 911. [G. C.]
Sunndrgdon, 911. Given above, No. 17
. Hazrat Panduah, 915. [G. C.]. The rubbing is unclear.

9 to 11. Gaur, two of 916, and one of 918. [G. C.]

12. Sunndrgdon, 2nd Rabi I1., 919, or 7th June, 1513. [G. C.] Published,
Journal, 1872, p. 333.

13. Birbhim, 922. Published, Journal, 1861, p. 390.

14. Dhdmrdi, 922. Published, Journal, 1872, p. 110.

15. Sunndrgdon, 15th Sha’béan, 925, or 12th August, 1519. [G. C.]

16. Gaur, 925, or A. D. 1519. Published with plate, J. A. S. B, 1871,
Pt. 1, p. 256.

No. 25. The Husain Shdh Inscription of Machain. (A. H. 907.)
&t ) ‘-5» aU 0w d” o rl_..) ale o) \._?Lo Hé:,.’\ll Jis

] * L . . o . “ o
shc ‘.J{.»Jl ‘.Ia:Jl u(lal..Jl Cn(sdl LS W/ RV u» % & ua e Uiy
u"*"‘s‘” u).ml d_.\w o u’hl..J! L A JD.EA-” Bel :o)l) L.»AJI

o e U polon e 2 A me S wlbhe 5 e d Ja
N &W
The Prophet says, &c., &c. (as before). This Jaomi’ mosque was built by the great and
liberal king ’Aldudduny4 waddin Abul Muzaffar Husain Shéah, the

king, son of Sayyid Ashraf ul-Husaini—may God perpetuate his kingdom and rule !
Dated, 22nd Jumada 1, 907. (3rd December, 1501).

* For a Gaur Inscription of 909, vide Glazier, Report on Rangpore, 1873, p. 108.

SN R
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No. 26. The Husain Shdh Inscription of Silhat. A. H. 911,
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In the name of God, the merciful and the clement ! He who ordercd the erection of
this blessed building, attached to the house of bencfit (Silbat}—may Ged protect it against
the ravages of time !—is the devotec, the high, the great, *** Shaikh J al41l, the hermit,
of Kanya—may God Almighty sanctify his dear secret ! It was built during the reign
of Sultdan ’Aldudduny 4 waddin Abul Muzaffar Husain Shah, the king,
by the great Khan, the exalted Khiq4n, Kbalic Khan, kecper of the wardrobe outside
the palace, commander and wazir of the District Mu’azzamabad. In the year 911 (A- D.

1505).
In this inscription Shaikh Jaldl, whose biography was given under
Yusuf Shah, is called Kanyai, 7. e. of Kanya, which appears to be a place

in Arabia.
He is said to have ‘ordered’ the erection of the building. This can only

refer to an order given in a dream, as in the case of ’Ali Shah and Jalal
Tabrizi.

No. 27. The Husain Shdh Inscription of Mdldah. A. H. 911.
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The Prophet says, &c., &c. This Jami’ mosque was built by the great and liberal king
‘Alauddunyid waddin Abul Muzaffar Husain Sh4h, the king, son of
Sayyid Ashraf ul Husaini—may God perpetuate his kingdom and rule ! In the year 911.

(A. D. 1505).
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No. 28. A Husain Shdh Inscription from Gaur. A. H. 916.
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The door of the tomb of the venerated Shaikh Akhf Sirajuddin was built
by the great and liberal king, ’AlauddunyidwaddinAbulMuzaffarHusain

S hah, the king, son of Sayyid Ashraf ul-Husaini—may God perpetuate his kingdom and
rule ! In the year 916. (A. D. 1510)

Shaikh Akhi was mentioned above among the saints of Gaur.

No. 29. Another Husain Shdh Inscription from Gaur, A. H. 916.
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The door of this tomb was built during the reign of the exalted and liberal king,
'’Alduddunya waddin Abul Muzaffar Husain Shah, son of Sayyid
Ashraf ul-Husaini,—may God perpctuate his kingdom and rule, and elevate his condition
and dignity, and may Hc render his benefits and evidence honorable ! In the year 916.
(A. D. 1510)

No. 30. A third Husain Shdh Inscription from Gaur. A. H. 918.
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This gate of the Fort was built during the reign of the exalted and liberal king

'Aldudduny4 waddin Abul Muzaffar Husain Shah, the king, son of

Sayyid Ashraf ul-Husaini~-may God perpetuate his kingdom and his rule ! In the year
918. (A. D. 1512)

No. 31. The Husain Shdh Inscription of Sunndrgdon. A. H. 925.
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God Almighty says, Surcly the mosques, &c., (as before). And the Prophet says, &c.,
&ec., (as before).

This mosque was built in the reign of the king of the kings, Sultan HusainShah,
son of Sayyid Ashraf ul-Husaini—may God perpetuate his kingdom and rule ! This mosque
was built by Mulla Hizabr Akbar Khan, on the 15th Sha’ban, 925. (12th August, 1519)

XXII. Nasiruddin Abul Muzaffar Nusrat Shih

Of the inscriptions belonging to the reign of this king, I have published
three, viz.—

1. Sunndrgdon, 929, or 1523. [G. C.[ Published, Journal, 1872, p. 338.

2. Sdtgdon, Ramazin, 936, or May, 1529. Published, Journal, 1870,
p. 298.

3. Gaur, Qadam Rasul, 937, or 1530-31. {G. C.] Published, Journal,
1872, p. 338. Vide Glazier, Rangpore Report, p. 108.

A few weeks ago I received a black basalt slab from the old mosque
in Mangalkot, Bardwéan District, with the following inscription——

No. 32. The Nugrat Shdh Inscription from Mangalkot. A. H. 930.
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The Prophet says, He who builds, &c., (as before). This Jami® Mosque was built in
the reign of the exalted king, who is the son of a king, Na¢giruddunya waddin
Abul Muzaffar Nugrat Shah, the king, son of Husain Shah, the king—
may God perpetuate his kingdom and rule ! Its builder is Khan MiyAn Mua’zzam, son of
Murad Haidar Khian—may his honor continue ! In the year 930, A. H. (A. D. 1524)

The following important inscription I owe to the kindness of J. R.
Reid, Esq., C. S., A’zamgarh, N. W. Provinces, who sent me a rubbing.
The slab was found on the right bank of the G’hégra, near Sikandarpur.
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No. 33. The Nugrat Shdh Inscription of Sikandarpir, A’ zamgarh.
A. H. 933.
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There is no God, &c. He who builds a mosque, &c. The founder of the mosque, during
the reign of the just king Ndgiruddunyawaddin Abul Muzaffar Nugrat
Shah,son of Husain Sh4h, the king-——may God place him among the number of his
servants }—is the great Ulur [Ulugh], i. e. the grcat Khan. ... Khan, commander of the
district of Kharid. On the 27th Rajab 933. (29th April, 1527)

The inscription confirms the histories, according to which Nugrat Shah
extended his authority over the whole of Northern Bihar; and as Kharid
lies on the right bank of the G’hagr4, Nugrat Shah must have temporarily
held sway in the A’zamgarh District.

Tlre coinage of this king contains numerous varieties, among which
there arc scveral struck by him during the lifetime of his father. The
latter coins are mostly of a rude type, and look debased; besides, they are
restricted to the Sundarban mint town of Khalifatibad (Bagherhat) and
to Fathabad. They cither indicate an extraordinary delegation of power
or point to a successful rebellion.

1. Vide Pl. IX., No. 10. Silver. Weight, 154-06 grains. Khalifatdbdd,
922, A. H. (As. Soc. of Bengal). Circular areas; no margin.
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3. Vide Pl. IX., No. 11. New variety. Silver. Weight, 163-14 grains.
Mint town ?. A. H., 927. (Cabinet, As. Soc. of Bengal.) Circular areas; no
margin.
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3. Vide Pl. 1X, No. 12. New variety. Silver. Weight, 162-952 grains.
No mint town, or year. Circular areas, and scollops in the margin. The
characters are neat. (As. Soc. Bengal.)

OBVERSE.—As in the preceding.

REVERSE.—[ § opeya o | aho 0ld Jlalud) sl s 0 llak]) 3l el

I am doubtful as to the correctness of the last words yad i Hurmuzd,
‘by the hand (engraved by) Hurmuzd.’ The characters, though smaller, are
clear, and yet it is difficult to suggest anything else.

The years of the threec Nugrat Shahis published by Marsden and
Laidley are not clear; they may be 924 (Marsden) and 927, or 934 and 927.
The Cabinet of the As. Soc. of Bengal, besides the above, contaips six different
types, among which there is a silver coin struck at Nucratdbdd, 924 A. H.,
but it is not clear to what locality this new name was applied.

Nugrat Shah’s name as prince seems to have been Nagib Khan; at last
this would explain why the histories call him Nagib Shah.

He was succeeded by his son

XXIII. ’Alduddin Abul Muzffar Firdz Shih (III)

The Kalnah inscription (A. H. 939) of this king, which I published in
the Journal, for 1872, Pt. I, p. 332, is of some importance, and T now give
a plate of it (vzde Pl. VII, No. 2). The name of this king is only mentioned
in the Riyaz, and though we do not know his source, his statements have,
in sevcral instances, been proved to be correct. In the MS. of his work in
the As. Soc. of Bengal—the only copy 1 know of at present--this king is
said to have reigned three years, which is impossible;* but Stewart found
three months in the copy which he consulted.

The Socicty’s cabinet possesses a specimen of this king’s coinage, struck
in 939, A. H., the same year as mentioned in the Kalnah inscription.

1. Vide Pl. IX., No. 13. Silver. Weight, 163-215 grains. Husaindbdd,
939, A. H. Circular arcas. The margjns are divided into four quadrants,
at the beginning of each of which there is the letter nin, and in each quadrant
there is an arabesque, which looks like the word J,a: . The same design
is given on Marsden’s Nugrat Shah.
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Firdz Shéh IIl was murdered by his uncle

* The passage, however, is corrupt. Vide Journal for 1872, Pt. I, p. 339.
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XXIV. Ghiyas-uddin Abul Muzaffar Mahmid Shih (III)

General Cunningham’s Gaur Inscription of this king, dated 941, was
published by me in the Journal, for 1872, Pt. I., p. 339.

Our Society possesses a coin of Mahmud Shah of the same type as the
onc published by Laidley. He refers the coin to 933; but the Society’s
specimen has clearly 943 A. H. The concentric circles contain the words
badr i shdhi, or ‘royal moon.’

General Cunningham lately sent me the tracing of a Mahmud Shéh{
round copper coin, which has the same inscription on hoth sides, viz. S|
P o)l ogese po)| Ol But though the phrase badr i shdhi

seems to shew that the coin belongs to Mahmud Shah (III). of Bengal, it
would be desirable to have specimens with dates or mint towns.

Mahmud Shih is mentioned in De Barros’ work, from which the fol-
lowing facts are taken. Nuno da Cunha, the Portuguese governor of Goa
[a))f ] sent in 1534 Alfonso de Mello with two hundred men in five ships

to Chatgion, which then again belonged to Bengal, in order to effect a set-
tlement. De Mello, on his arrival, thought it wise to send a few of his men
with presents to Gaur, where Mahmuad Shéh, who tyrannically held the
crown, kept his court, in great apprehension of being deposed, but with such
state that only his women amounted to the number of 10,000; but though
De Mello’s men found in Alfa Khan* a friend, the king imprisoned them,
and gave orders to seize De Mello in Chatgdon. The latter was shortly
after trcacherously captured with thirty of his men and was sent to Gaur,t
‘where they were kept strictly confined, because Antony de Sylva Mencses
had soon after taken reprisals and sacked Chatgdon. Now at that time Sher
Khan and his brother’ Adil Khan had deserted from the Mughul to the king
of Bengal. But Sher Khan wished to revenge the death of the youth whom
Mahmid had slain,—De Barros means Firdz Shah III-—to procure the
throne. Sher Khan, thercfore, made war on Mahmud, and the king asked
his Portuguese prisoners to assist him*in the defence of Gaur. At the same
time Rabelo arrived with three ships sent by the Goa Governor, to demand
the rclease of the captives, and Mahmud after securing their co-operation
sent them to Gorij [Garhi] near K’halgion, where they valiantly, though
in vain, opposed Sher Shah. Mahmud, pleased with their prowess, applied

* This is, no doubt, the Alfi Husaini of Baghd4d, mentioned by me in J. A. S. B., 1872,

Pt. I, p. 337.

t The Portuguese describe Gaur as three leagues in length, well fortified, and with
wide and straight streets, along which rows of trees were planted to shade the people, “which
sometimes is in such numbers that some arc trod to death.”
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to Nuno da Cunha for further assistance; but when Perez de Sampayo
came with nine vessels, he found Gaur in the hands of Sher Khan and
heard that Mahmud had been killed.

I

I now conclude this essay with my readings and translations of the
Bihér collection of rubbings from the time of Muhammad Taghluq to the
year 1455 A. D.

The first inscription is taken from the vault of one Sayyid Ahmad
Pir-Pah4r, regarding whom nothing is at present known in Bihar; but it
seems to refer to the building of a portico by a near relation of Muhammad
Tughlug.

No. 34. The Muhammad Tughlug Inscription of Bihdr. A. H. 737.
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L. I praise God a hundred timcs, and abundantly glorify Ahmad, the clect.

2. This heaven-touching portico was crected. . ..

3. The world-adorning M uhammad, who breaks through the ranks, the shadow
of God in every rcalm.

4. Abul Mujahid, the Khalifah of high dignity,. ...

5. The builder of this desirable edifice is the slave Mubarak Mahmud.

6. Of royal descent, the grandson of Shah. . ..

7. This dynasty, on account of its clevation, has obscured the memory of Subuktigin i
Ghazi.

When this. .. .was erected, 1 said, it was 737, A. H. (A. D., 1336-37)

Oyesie dJ)(.yo BON wamd o).a;up ‘x’)t..o.c ol 0

If the namc in the sixth line were not broken away, we might fix the
name of the builder with the help of p. 454 of Barani’s history.
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Nos. 35 to 37. The Malik lbrdhim Bayyi Inscriptions of Bikdr.

The next three inscriptions belong to the Dargah of Ibradhim Abu
Bakr Malik Bayyd, who is par excellence the saint of Bihar. The shrinc lies
on the hill to the north-west of the town.

Malik Bayyt was first mentioned by Buchanan, who supposed him to
be a purely mythological personage. Mr. T. W. Beale next published in his
valuable Miftih uttawdrikh (p. 90) the first of the following inscriptions.
Col. E. T. Dalton also mentions him in his ‘Ethnology of Bengal’ (p. 211),
and says that Jangra, a Santal Rajah, destroyed himself and his family in
the Fort of Chai Champa, Hazaribagh District, when he heard of Malik
Bayyi’s approach.

The ‘Mujawirs’ or custodians, of the shrine claim to be descended from
the Malik. According to traditions still preserved among them, Ibrahim
Malik Bayyd was an inhabitant of Butnagar, and was sent by Muhammad
Tughluq to chastise Hans Kumar, Raijah of Rohtdsgarh. The Réjah
frequently came to Bargdon, the great Buddihst monastery, to worship. He
oppresscd the poor Muhammadans of the country. Now it happened that
an old woman, a Sayyidah, killed a cow, in order to celebrate the unptials
of her grandson, when a kite suatched up one of the bones, and let it fall
near the place where the Rajah worshipped. The Rajah was, of course,
enraged, and put the Muhammadan bridegroom to death. At the advice of
her friends, the old woman complained to Mubammad Tughluq. Being
uncertain as to whom he should intrust with the command of an expedition
against Hans Kumdr, he consulted ihe astrologers. They told him, ““This
very night a strom will occur in the city, of such violence that all the lights
will be extinguished. In whose house a lamp may be found burning, he is
the man best fitted for the undertaking.” Ibrdhim Malik Bayya was found
reading the Qoran by lamp-light, and next morning he was appointed to
command the expedition. He at once advanced to Bihar, and surprised
Rijah Hins Kumir at the Suraj Pok’har, Bargdon. Although the Rajah
escaped to Rohtasgarh, the number of the slain was so great, that Malik
Bayyt rcturned with fifty sers weight of sacred thrcads. He now occupied
himself in subduing the warlike tribes of the province, and unfortunately
fell at the moment of victory, his enemy Rajah Hans Kumar having been
killed in the same battle. Malik Bayyd’s body was brought to Bihar; and
the Rajah’s head and the sacred threads were buried at the foot of the
hill, which still bears the name of Mund-m4la.

According to the inscriptions on Malik Bayyu’s shrine, he died,
apparently peacefully, on the 13th Zil Hijjah, 753, or 20th January, 1353,



Contributions to the Geography and History of Bengal 97

in the second year of Firuz Shah’s reign and about a year before his invasion
of Bengal.

No. 35.
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1. In the time of the reign of the world-taking Shah (may the mulk i nauriz be in Bihar ).

2. The king of the world, Sultan Firz, who was victorious over the kings of the
Universe,

3. The angelic Malik Bayyd Ibrihim, who in his faith was as zcalous as Abraham.

4. In the month of Zil Hijjah, on a Sunday, of the time, when thirtcen (days) of the
month had been in gricf,*

5 In the year 753 A. H., travelled on that day to Paradisc.

6. O Lord, in Thy kindness, make thc account of the last day light for him !

No. 36.
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1. This Jagirdar of Bihar is the Malik, the sword of the dynasty, from the point of whose
sword the sun turns his head.

2. Like his namesake (Abraham), he broke idols, so that in the futurc world the title
of ‘Iconoclast’ might be given him.

3. (He is) the warrior who breaks the ranks (of the enemics); when he arranged his
ranks, Rustam fell into feverish restlessness, and Bahman lost his firmness.

4. Although the sun defeats the army of the plancts, he makes at last for himself a screen
of the mountains.t

* The poetry is bad enough, but metrical slips also occur. The metre is short hazajf;
and the ¢ in ‘budast’ has been elided.

t The light of the sun is so strong that the planets are not visible; but even the sun
sets and loses himself behind the mountains. So also Malik Bayyu.

7
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5. On the day of the sun it was, on a Sunday, when, like a ruby in a stone, he (Malik

Bayyd) went away from the world, in order to slcep.
6. When thirteen days had passed away from the exalted month of Zil Hijjab, and

753 years of the era.
No. 37.
Sp @IS S G e Jas s )l e 6 G o
okt g b ks o) edpe pdendiny
o g2 e G el @ K 0 aalpl e jlone
))..A'J wbd  juud| £° WEY gg““““’, )J.\:,x{ u““ )(;:J whia
22 Gk Sy ey boliiene 2y oy
shre ) UG a0 IS e ) sy S

1. In this dome, which in a spiritual sense has a higher value than the dome of heaven,

2. Sleeps a lion, from whose dread. .. .(unintelligible),

3. The pivot of the realm, Ibrahim Abu Bakr, who wielded his sword for truth like
Haidar (CAli).

4. Such a warfare, such a conquest of rcalms, will not take place a second time in the

seven realms.
5. O God, as he has now fallen down at Thy door, open in mercy Thy door to him !
6. Perfume the walls of his grave with the musk of Thy mercy and the camphor of Thy
forgiveness !

No. 38. The Firiz Shdh Inscription in the Chhotd Dargdh. A. H. 761,

The Chhota Dargéh of Bihar is the shrine of Badruddin Badr i *Alamn.
This faqir came from Mirat’h, is said to have spent a long time at Chatgion,
and settled at last in Bihar, where he died in 844 A. H., or 1440 A. D., the
tdrikh of his death being wwwstd (3 )yi2, ‘he joined the glory of the Lord.’
It is said that the famous Sharafuddin Munyari had invited him, but Badr
delayed in Chatgéon, and only arrived in Bihar forty days after Sharafud-
din’s death.

The slab stands in the northern enclosure, and curious to say, has on
the other side Inscription No. 6, given above. It thus contains the name
of the Bengal Firtz Shah on one side and that of the Dihli Firtz Shah on
the other. We often find slabs with Hindd carvings on one side and
Muhammadan inscriptions on the other; but I have not heard of a
Muhammadan inscription having been treated so; for it is repugnant to the
feelings of a Muslim to have God’s name walled up. The slab is now
considered an infallible cure for evil spirits of all sorts.
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1. 'This auspicious building was renewed in the reign of the justice-fostering king,

2. The lord of the world, FirtGz Shah, through whom niches and pulpits [i. e.,

mosques] flourished,
3. Through the excrtion and at the request of the special slave, (who is) the Reporter

(barid) of the District, in the time of the just king,
4. An angelic man, a noble whose guarantee is sufficient, a wise man, renowned in the

seven realms.
5. Seven Hundred ycars have passed away of the Era of the Hijrah, and sixty-one

besides.
6. May the king on the throne of power remain for ever victorious and successful, as

(indicated) by his name !
The following two inscriptions are of importance for the history of the
Dihli empire. :

No. 39. The Muhammad Shdh Inscription of Bihdr. A. H. 792,

This inscription belongs to the ruined mosque in Kabir-uddinganj, the
most northern Mahallah of the town of Bihar. The mosque has three cupolas,
the centre one circular, the others octagonal. Two of its lofty minarets have
fallen down.

Regarding the king, vide Mr. Thomas, ‘Chronicles,” p. 306. The metre
(long ramal) precludes the possibility of an error in the date.
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1. In the time of the reign of Shah Muhammad, the illustrious, this Masjid

became generally used, (by) the grace of God, the Creator.
2. When Khwajah Ziya, son of ’Ala, erected this edifice, it was 792 after the Hijrah.

(A. D. 1390).
No. 40. The Mahmid Shah (of Dihlf) Inscription of Bihdr. A. H. 799.

This inscription belongs to the Khdngdh, or cell, of Ziy4a ul Haq, governor
of Bihar, who was mentioned in the preceding inscription. The slab was
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found in the cluster of religious buildings known in Bihar as the Chhota
Takyah, ‘the small cloister,” in which there is the tomb of Shah Diwan’
Abdul Wahhab, who is said to have died in 1096, A. H.

As the inscription mentions Mahmud Shah as the reigning king in
799, it follows that Nugrat Shih was not acknowledged as opposition king
by Malik Sarwar of Jaunpur, to whom Bihar then belonged. Vide ‘Chronicles,’
pp. 312 to 317.
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1. During the reign of the king of the world, Mah mad S h 4 h, Ziya ul Haq, governor
of the province, built this Khangah.

2. Scven hundred and ninety-nine years had passed since the Hijrah, when this asylum
was completed. May it be the refuge of the weak! (A. D. 1397)

Nos. 40 to 42. The Mahmiid Shih (of Faunpir) Inscription of Bihdr. (A. H., 847
and 859.)

From the preceding inscriptions we sec that Bihar, in the 8th century
of the Hijrah, belonged to the Dihli empire. With the establishment, im-
mediately afterwards of the Jaunpiir kingdom, it was separated from Dihli.
Bihar with Qanauj, Audh, Karah, Dalamau, Sandeld, Bahrdich, and
Jaunpir, had since 796 been in the hands of Malik Sarwar Khwéjahsard,
who had the title of ‘Sultin ushsharq,” or ‘king of the East’. He does not
appear to have struck coins, and the fact that the preceding inscription does
not mention his naine, confirms the statement of the histories that he did
not assume the ensigns of royalty. He was succeeded by his adopted son
Malik Qaranful,* whose elder brother Ibrdhim ascended the throne of
Jaunpur in 804, under the title of Sultin Shamsuddin Abul Muzaffar
Ibrahim Shah. After a reign of forty years, he was succeeded by Naciruddin
Mahmud Shéh (844 to 862), to whose reign the following threc inscriptions
belong.

The inscriptions do not mention Mahmud’s kunyak; the coins (Thomas,
Chronicles, p. 322) do not even give his first name. But as Niagiruddin
Mahmid Shah of Jaunpir is the contemporary of, and has the same name

* This word is generally derived from the Greek caryophyllum, a clove; but the
Ghiyasullughdt derives it more correctly from the Hindi karn, ‘ear,” and phil, flower, because
women and cunuchs often put a clove into the lobe of the ear. An carornament, resembling
the head of a clove, has also the same name. It is possible that Malik Qaranful, like Malik
Sarwar, was a cunuch. :
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as Négiruddin Mahmud Shah (I) of Bengal, care is to be taken not to
confound the two.*

The first of the following three inscriptions belonged to a mosque
which stood opposite to thc Chhotd Takyah, on the opposite bank of the
Adyéanadi, in Bihar. The mosque has disappeared; only a large square
stone platform is left, where the slab was found.

The second and third inscriptions belonged to the ruinous Pahdrpir
Jami’ Masjid.

No. 40.
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In the name of God, the merciful and the element. He upon whom be peace
(the Prophet) says—‘“Hec who builds a mosque for God, for him will God build a house
in Paradisc.
I. By divine grace and for the sake of Mugtafa [the Prophet], the Jum’ah mosque

was built in the reign of the faith-nourishing king.

2. Shah Mahmtd, son of Ibrahim the Just, a king who takes rcalms from kings,
(and) gives beggars tribute.

3. The builder of this mosque is the great lawyer, who is purc in nature, the beloved
of the Prophet and of Murtaza (Ali),

4, The chief and the centre of the world, the perfect Sayyid, with whom realm and
faith, religion and the royal house, take rcluge,

5. (Who) orderced this building (to be ercdted), he the best in the Eastern (Jaunptr)
kingdom, the Jagirdar (mugli’), the lord of this district, Nagir ibn i Baha.

6. This building in Bihar is stronger than the portico of Kisra; it is a Ka'bah in grandcur,
and in loftiness the edifice of sublimity.t

7. It was on the Ist Rajab, of the year 847 A. H., [25th October, 1443, A. D.] when
with the assistance of God the first prayer was rcad (igdmat shud) in this mosque.

* The Jaunpur Mahmud Shahi coins generally have the word sultdni, and allude to
the investiture by some Khalifah.

+ The phrase JJ"J UUo)l JJw:l in line 6 is a Hindi construction for the Persian
Comparative.
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In the name of God, &c., (as above).

1. Blessed be God, in the time of NdgiruddunyawaddinShahMahmud,
son of the righteous Shah Ibrahim [of Jaunpir],

2. The hero of the world, the refuge of the kingdom, the noble chief, who through
the mercy of the Lord of the Universe has found grace to do good,

3. Built this Jami’ Masjid in such a way, that on carth the arch of its structure dwells
together with the moon and the fish.*

4. Tts pulpit and niche, from the excess of the loftiness of (their) dignity, have received
such a lustre that even the Riéh ul Amin (the warden of Paradise) has approved (of them).

5. And from the upper world, the call comes continually down (to earth), “This is
the garden of Eden, enter it (and live in it) for ever.

6. Wednesday, the 27th of the month of fasting (Ramazéan) of the year 859 is the date
of its crection (14th September, 1455, A. D.).

7. Ahmad (the Prophet) sincerely (ba-jdn) desires to protect this religious building for
the sake of the pure spirit of Shaikh Sharafulkhaq waddin.t

No. 42.
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* [. ¢., the building is so high, that it touches the moon, and its foundation is so deep,
that it touches the fish, upon which the earth is supposed to rest.

1 The metre is as bad as the poetry. To get out the metre, we have to read sherf for
sharaf—which is Hindustani, and have to scan hagqa waddin,
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In the name of God, &c.

1. The Jami’ Masjid, by the grace of God the Lord, and for the sake of Mugtafa, the
Lord of power and dignity,

2. Was (erected) during the reign of a king, the fame of whose justice surrounds the
west and the east, (extending) from the back of the fish to the moon.

3. Namely, the son of Shih Ibrahim the Just, the exalted, the sun of Royalty, the king
of the world, Mahmud Shah (two distichs illegible).

6. The glory of the holy temple (in Jerusalem), the honor of the Haram (the temple
in Makkah). ...

7. The slave Fazlullah wrote this on the 27th day of the Fast, A. H. 859 (10th
September, 1455, A.D.).

TABLE
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MUHAMMADAN PERIOD, No. II
(Continued from Journal, Pt. I, 1873, p. 310.)

When putting together the notes for my ‘Contributions to Bengal Geo-
graphy and History’ in last year’s Journal, I did not think that T would
have so soon to add a sequel to that portion which referred to the history
of the Independent Sultins of Bengal. The old seats of Muhammadan
governors and the Dargdhs of Moslem Saints at Bihar, Debkot, Gaur,
Sunérgéon, Silhat, and Satgidon had before been visited by General Cun-
ningham, Dr. Wise, Mr. Westmacott, and myself, and the result was the
discovery of more than fifty inscriptions belonging to the reigns of the In-
dependent Kings. But many places of antiquity remained, and still remain,
to be examined, especially G’horag’hat, T4jpudr, Purniah, Hazrat Panduah,
Ekdalah, Maldah, and Maimansingh. In the beginning of this year, Mr.
Westmacott had occasion to visit Médldah, and on examining the immediate
neighbourhood of the station, he found no less than seventeen new Arabic
inscriptions, which he very kindly placed at the disposal of the Society.
They belong to the regins of six kings and bear the following dates:

Mahmud Shah (I), one of 859 A.H.

Barbak Shah, one of 868 A.H.

Yusuf Shah, two, date uncertain.

Firtiz Shah (II), two, one of 894 A.H.

Husain Shéh, seven, of 899, 900, 907, 910, 914, 918, 923, A.H.
Nugrat Shah, four, of 930, 935, 938 A.H.

The first of these inscriptions is the earliest of Mahmud Shah that has
hitherto been discovered; and the Firdz Shah (II) inscription of 894 is
very valuable as the first clearly dated record of this king.

Of the remaining, the Husain Shah inscriptions of 899, 900, and 907
deserve special mention. The fitst two, of 899 and 900 A. H., arc the car-
liest now known, though we have coins of the same years.*

In my former essay, I took on th¢ testimony of coins the year 899 as
the first year of Husian Shah’s reign. But as the coins of 899 seem all to
belong to Fathabad, i. e. Eastern Bengal, the Hon’ble E. C. Bayley, in
his note on a gold coin of Muzaffar Shdh,} concluded that Muzaffar Shah
was still alive in 901, but besieged by Husian Shah in Gaur. Mr. West-
macott’s inscriptions of 899 and 900, coming as they do from places almost

O d N

* Journal, A. S. Bengal, 1873, Pt. 1, p. 292.
1 Journal, 1873, Pt. I, p. 313.



108 Contributions to the Geography and History of Bengal

under the walls of Gaur, render it likely that the conquest of Gaur and
Muzaffar Shah’s death took place before the middle of 899, unless we sup-
pose that the manner of the warfare, as carried on in those times, did not
prevent people from erecting mosques in the immediate neighbourhood of
the camp of a besieging army.

The inscription of 907 (A. D. 1501-2) belongs to a Madrasah, built
by Husain Shah in commemoration, as it appears, of his conquest of Kama-
ta and Kamrup. The inscription is, therefore, a contemporaneous record
of Husain Shéah’s conquests, and confirms the Asidm Buranji, which refers
the conquest of Kamrup to 1498, 7. e. 903-4 A.H. The particulars given
in the ‘Alamgirndmah and the Riyaz-ussalatin regarding this expedition,
the result of which was the temporary annexation of Kdmrip to Bengal,
have been given in former numbers of the Journal.* The Asam chronicle
mentions ‘Dalal Ghazi, son of Husain Shah’, as the first governor of Kdm-
rup. He is, no doubt, Dinyal, Husain Shah’s eldest son, whom Delhi
historians mention as having been delegated in 901 by his father to meet
Sikandar Lodi in Bihar, and who built, immediately before the Asdm expe-
dition, the dome of Shah Nafah’s shrine in Munger.t Danyal, or Daldl,
perished, according to the ‘Alamgirndmah, soon after in Asdm. According
to the Asam Buranji, he was succeeded by ‘Musundar Gh4zi, whose name
has not yet been identified. Musundar, in his turn, was succeeded by Sultan
Ghiyasuddin. His name is the same as that of Husain’s son who in 939, as
we shall see below, succecded his nephew under the name of Ghiyasuddin
Mahmtd Shah (I11). But they may be different persons, as is in fact implied
in the following extract from an essay, entitled ‘Ancient Assam,” in the
‘Calcutta Review’,7 the author of which has not specified his source.
“’Alauddin Husain’s march into Asam docs not seem to have extended
beyond Tezpiir; and though he succeeded in demolishing the capital, he
was ultimately repulsed by the Bdrah Bhiiyas,§ and was obliged to content
himself with his possessions in Kamrip. He returned to his capital, after
having appointed his son-in-law, Nawdb Dalal Ghdzi to the government of

* Journal, A. S. Bengal, 1872, pp. 79, 335; do., 1873, p. 240.

T Journal, A. S. B., 1872, p. 335.

1 Calcutta Review, 1867, Vol. XLV, p. 528,

§ Dr. J. Wise has now defined the status of the Barah Bhuiyas in Bengal. What their
position in Asam was is not yet quite clear.

In Benaudha, too, (Gorak’hpur and surrounding districts) we find ““twelve Rajas (one
Muhammadan inclusive) who comprised one Paut, and were considered to have common
interests;” vide Elliot’s Races, by Beames, II, 39.

Elliot’s list includes the Ujjainiyah Rajas of Dumrion in South-Western Bihar.
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the province. On Dalal’s death, his imbecile son [Musundar ?] was superseded
by Sultan Ghiyasuddin, who received his commission from the court of Gaur. This
prince introduced a colony of Muhammadans into the country, and made
large consignments of land for the maintenance of the Moslem religion.
Most of the land is, by permission of the British Government, still retained
for this purpose. Extreme measures were also adopted for making prosc-
lytes, and temples were indiscriminately plundered and demolished. The
stone temples of Kamikha on the Nilachol and of Moha Muni at Hajo
were sacrificed to Moslem fanaticism. Ghiyasuddin resolved to build a
grand mosque, which was to stand on the top of a high hill, known as the
Gaurachol. There is a tradition that, in order to give it peculiar sanctity,
it was to have been built upon a stratum of earth that had been brought
for this purpose from the holy city of Mecca. The hill is known to this day
as the ‘Pio-Makkah,” and the Muhammadans of the country believe that
four pilgrimages to it are equal in meritorious efficacy to one made to the
tomb of the Prophet. But Ghiyasuddin died before he could complete
the arrangements for the erection of the mosque. He was interred bencath
the holy earth, and the materials he had collected were used in raising a
monument over his remains, which also serves the purpose of a mosque.”

“We have alrcady said that, previous to the last Muhammadan inva-
sion, western Kamrip had been overrun by mountain tribes, of which the
Koch were one of the most important. On the death of Ghiyasuddin, Hajo,
the leading chieftain of the tribe, succeeded in uniting all the little princi-
palities of the country under his authority, and so constituting himscll
master of Kamrup. His successor, in 1581,* transferred all the western
portion of his kingdom to his ncphew, from whom are descended the kings
of Koch Bihar.”

Besides the seventeen inscriptions received from Mr. Westmacott, [
obtained two from Sdran, which Mr. J. R. Reid, C. S., kindly sent mc,
and two from Scrampore, near Calcutta, where they had been lying for more
than half a century in the College and Press compounds. One of the latter
belongs to the reign of Barbak Shah, and the other to that of Nugrat Shah;
they bear the dates 865 and 933, respectively. Dr. G. Smith, late Editor
of the ‘Friend of India,’ very kindly drew my attention to these slabs,t
and after consulting with the Principal of the College, permitted me to
transfer them to the Museum in Calcutta, where they are now preserved.

* Vide Journal, A. S. B., 1872, pp. 52, 100.
t A third has been used as 2 mantlepiece; it only contains the Ayat ul-Kurst, (the 256th
verse of the second chapter of the Qoran) and the year 993 A. I1.,, or A, D. 1585.
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Lastly, I have given an imperfect reading of an inscription of Firuz
Shéh II. (A. D. 1488 to 1490), the slab of which was some years ago
presented to the Society by Bdbu Hara Chandra Chaudhuri, of Sherpur,
Maimansingh, author of the excellent ‘Sherpur Bivarana.’* The slab is
of granite; but the letters are very unclear and nearly one-fourth of the
inscription is hopelessly illegible. The inscription was found at Garh Jarip4,
north of Sherpur Town not far from the Karibari hills and about 16 miles
south of the old frontier between Bengal and Asdm (Zil’ah Goalpara).
It was at first attached to iron rings at the gate of the mud fort of Garh
Jaripa, from where it had been removed to a place inside the fort, called by
the people ‘the tomb.’ It seems to have belonged to a Mausoleum and to
an ’Idgdéh. The inscription confirms the legend of the foundation of Garh
Jaripa by the Muhammadans, and also shews that Perganah Sherpur
belonged to the Bengali Sultans.

Parganah Sherpur itself was formerly called Daskahani4 Bazu, under
which name it occurs as a Mahall of Sirkar Bazaha in Todar Mall’s Bengal
rent-roll of 1582. In Ja’far Khan’s rent-roll of 1722, the old division into
Sirkars was abolished, and Daskahdnia Bazu appears under the name of
Sherpur-Daskahaniat as a parganah of Chakla Karibari; but not long after,
Sherptir was for the greater part annexed to Dhak4, in which position it
is given in Rennel’s Atlas.}

The name ‘Daskahdnii,” or Daskahdonid, is said to be derived from
das kdhan, or das kahdwan, i. e. 10X 1280 cowries. I cannot say whether
this etymology refers to the waste condition of the parganah in former
times; but Babu Hara Chandra Chaudhuri says that the people had to pay
ten kdhans of cowries for crossing the Brahmaputra below Sherpur, because
the river was so very wide. It is more likely that the khalsa portion of the
land revenue only amounted to 10 kdhans;§ at least Grant says that in 1728

* 1397 fRA9 Pt. I, Descriptive Geography. Calcutta, 1872, Pt. II is to contain a
historical account of Sherpir Parganah,

+ The three principal Sherpurs in Bengal are—Sherpur ’Atai, east of Barhamptr in
Murshidabad; Sherpur Mirchah, south of Bogra; and Sherpur Daskahania, east of the
Brahmaputra.

+ He spells the name Shearpoor Duskownya.

§ Indian Atlas Sheet No. 119 shews north-west of Sherpir and Garh Jaripd a place
of the name of Bade Chalis Kahéinia, or ‘Bade of 40 Kahans,” and the term therefore has
a reference to the revenue of the parganah.

Besides, we know that the net mélguzarf of Silhat, for example, was, even at the time
when the Company acquired the Diwanf, paid in cowries. Thus in 1172 B. S., or 1765,
the total A¢l and Izdfah of Silhay was 1,070,120 kahans, at 2} kihans per rupee; but about
the same time, according to Grant (Vth Report, p. 382), the importation of cowries from
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the khalsa portion only amounted to Rs. 33, whilst Rs. 19,799 were jigir
lands.*

The original Muhammadan proprietors of Mahall Daskahénia, accord-
ing to Bdbu Hara Chandra Chaudhuri, were the Ghézi family, of which
Dr. J. Wise has given a biographical account; and it is believed that Sher-
pir was so called after Sher ’Ali Ghazi, the last of the Ghézi family, a
tyrant, who caused one Ram Ballabh Mazumdar, a ‘muharrir’ of the
Qantngo Daftar to be brutally murdered. Sher ’Ali in consequence of this
crime forfeited his estate, which was made over to Rdmnath Chaudhuri,
the youthful son of Sher *Alf’s victim} and the first of the Nandi Zaminddars
of Sherpur.

Tradition ascribes the first settlement of Muhammadans in Sherpur
to ‘Majlis Shdmud,” or ‘Huméayun Shéh,” a nephew of ‘the king.” Maijlis
Shimua seems to have gone to Daskahénia to reclaim waste lands; for he
was to receive as many cowries as would fill two baskets for every basket
load of earth he removed. Majlis Shimua settled at a place where a man
of the name of Jaripa resided. Some time after, the king heard that his
ncphew did not act according to his command, and called him to account.
Instead of replying, Majlis Shamu4, who was skilled in magic, had his
head cut off and sent in a wallet to the king. The bearer, against orders,
opened the wallet on the road; and when the head was brought to the king,
it said nothing, but only laughed.

According to another version, the king’s nephew came with troops and
workmen. On arrival at Garh Jaripa, which was then dense jungle, they
found a man of the name of Jarip4d half buried in the ground. The man
would only leave his place on being assured that the fort which was to be
erected, should be called after him, and the spot has ever since borne the
name of Garh Jaripa, or Garjaripa. Some time after, the king sent an army
to Garh Jaripa to capture his rebellious nephew. Despairing of his life, he
committed suicide, and the head was sent to the king.

I take this opportunity to mention the Dargah of Shiah Kamal. West
of Sherpuir Town, across the Brahmaputra and north-west of the rising
station of Jamalpur, lies Durmut, and near it, the shrine of a holy man

the Maldiv Islands was so great, that he expected a fall to 4} kdhans per rupee. He also
mentions (loc. cit., p. 363) a parganah in the Niyabat of Dh4ka the revenue of which was
paid in cowries.

For Orisa, which is more accessible than Silhat, Abulfazl gives the rate of 10 kahawans
per rupee. Vide Thomas, ‘Chronicles,’ p. 110 n.

* Grant, Vth Report, p. 365. He mentions Benodnarain zamindar.

t Sherpur Bivaran, I, p. 155. Ram Nath’s son, Srigopal Chaudhuri was alive in 1071
B.S,, or 1664 A.D.
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of the name of Shih Kamal* I mentioned the Dargdh to Dr. J. Wise,
who soon after sent me an English translation by Mr. Donough, Dep.
Magistrate of Jamalpur, of a historical pamphlet in Bengali, which contains
Shiah Kamal’s history and an account of the miracles he wrought. From
Mr. Donough’s sketch it appears that Shah Kamal came in 910 B. S., or
1503 A. D., from Multdn to Bengal, and settled at Durmut, where he
forced the devils to give up the spades with which they had been under-
mining the bank of the river. Shah Kamadl thus saved Durmut from destruc-
tion: the current turned towards the.cast, but the old bed of the river lying
close to the village is still visible.

As an acknowledgment of his services, Kamal reccived from Isfandiyart
Khan Ghazi, who is also called Isfandiyar Manohar Khén, and from Raja
Mahindra Nardyan a jagir. Kamal died in 952 B. S., or A. D. 1545, and
his body was interred in the village on the bank of the Brahmaputra, where
his tomb still exists. Mr. Donough says there is no inscription on it.

On his way from Multan to Bengal, Shah Kamal was accompanied by
his nephew Shah Ni’mat. They met a travelling Sayyid, whose son Isma’il
had just died. Shah Kamal restored him to life, and Isma’il from gratitude
followed him and settled at Rahmatpir, parganah Sherpur, where his
descendants still live. Shih Ni’mat remained in Durmut; and when his
uncle died without issue, the jagir and Kamal's tomb remained in his
possession. The present owner is Shah Qiyamatullah, son of Shah Sami’ullah,
alias La’l Miyan, son of Shah Khairullah, son of Shah Hafizullah, son of
Shah Tayyib, son of Shih Ni’mat, Kamal's ncphew.

Of Shah Kamal’s four wives, Baroi Bibi is still known. She was the
daughter of a Hindt of the Béroi, or pdn scller, caste, who resided in the
village of Sharalid. She married Shdah Kamal, because his miracles had
inspired her with veneration. The burial place of Baroi Bibi is esteemed
as a dargdh, and still exists in the village of Baroikdndhi. Another of Shah
Kamial's wives lies buried by his ,side in Durmut.

Shah Kamal passed some days with his numerous followers in the
exercise of worship at a place called Bakloi in Thanah Karibari, zil’ah
Godlpéara. The village is situated on a hill, on the east bank of the Brahma-
putra, where there is a dargih of Shah Kamal. The zamindér also conferred
Bakloi on him. Shah Kamal’s chhurd, or large knife, is still preserved. It is
kept with great care on a throne, or chauki, and is once a year carried away
in procession and washed. Only Shih Kamiél’s descendants may look on
it with immunity from misfortunes.

* Vide Sheet No. 119 of the Indian Atlas.
1 Corrupted by the people to Ishpinjir Khan.



Contributions to the Geography and History of Bengal 113

The dates given in this legend cannot be correct; for the present owner
of Shah Kamal’s Dargah is, according to his own pedigree, the sixth descen-
dant of Ni’mat Shih. Hence we would be nearer the truth, if we took
1052 B. S., or 1644 A. D., as the year of his death, instead of 952 B. S.
The incidental mention, however, of R4ja Mahindra Nérdyan and Isfan-
diydr Ghéazi helps us to test and fix the chronology of the Shih Kamal
legend. R4j4 Mahindra Nardyan is the son of Bildeo Naradyan (or Balit
Narayan, as he is often called), who succeeded his brother, the well known
Parichhat of Koch Hijo, in 1022 A. H., or A. D. 1613, and reigned till
the beginning of 1638. Bildeo was succeeded by Mahindra Narayan,* “a
pacific prince, who employed his time in improving the condition of his
subjects, and among other good deeds, conferred large grants on Brahmans.”
He died, “after a reign of nineteen years,” in 1657.

Isfandiyar Beg—Ilater he was permitted to call himself Isfandiyar
Khédn—is the son of Allah Yar Khan, son of Iftikhar Khan Turkméan.
Iftikhar had served in the beginning of Jahangir’s reign in Eastern Bengal,
and was killed in the last fight with the Pathans under Usmén Lohani.t
Alldh Yar Khén reccived a mangab from Jahéngir in Eastern Bengal, reached
the high rank of Commander of Three Thousand under Shahjahdn, and
distinguished himself in the sack of Hugli and the defeat of the Portuguese
and in the war with Baldeo Nardyan. It is no -wonder, thercfore, that the
family called themselves ‘Ghazis.” Allah Yar died in Bengal in 1650. His
son, IsfandiyAr Khan received a mangab from Jahangir and served with
his father in Koch Hajo. He accompanied, in 1661, Mir Jumlah on his
march to Koch Bihar, of which he was appointed Faujdar, and is specially
mentioned in the ’Alamgirndmah} for his topographical knowledge of
Eastern Bengal and Bhiatan. '

Shih Kamal, therefore, must have died about the middle of the 17th
century. : '

The twenty inscriptions given below are followed by several unpublished
coins which throw new light on several points connected with Bengal History
and Geography.

* Parichhat succumbed to Jahingir, and Baldeo to Shahjahin; hence Mahindra
Narayan had every rcason not to renew opposition; vide the account of the conquest of Koch
Hijo (zil’ah Goalpari) in Journal, A. S. B., 1872, pp. 54, 62, and Ain Translation, Vol. I,
493. These passages adjust the chronology followed by Robinson in his ‘Assam,’ p. 156.
Baldeo is the ancestor of the present Réjas of Bijni.

t Vide the account of his death given by the Dutch traveller DeLaet in Ain Trans-
lation, Vol. I, p. 521.

1 Page 688.

8
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In my former essay (Journal, 1873, Pt. I, p. 250) I mentioned that
our Society contains a dated silver coin of Shihabuddin Bughri Shah, son
of Firtz Shih (I) of Bengal. The coin, which bears the year 718 A, H.
{A. D. 1318), has now been figured (vide Pl. XIII, No. 1), and is one of
the most valuable Bengal coins of the Society’s cabinet. It has led me to
examine the history of the Balbani kings, who ruled over Bengal from 681
to 731 A. H. (1282 to 1331 A. D.)

The only historical authority that we possess for this period is Ibn
Batagah, whose account, meagre as it is, agrees with the evidence of coins
and inscriptions, as far as they are known at present. The extraordinary
error into which all Indian historians, whether Native or European, have
fallen in describing the events of this period is this, that they have confounded
Néagiruddin Bughrd Khén, Balban’s son, upon whom the emperor con-
ferred the government of Bengal, with Nagiruddin, second son of Firtz I
and grandson of NAagiruddin Bughrd Khan, and have extended the reign
of Bughrid Khan from 681 to 726 (A. D. 1282 to 1326), wherecas in reality
he disappears from historical records as early as 691 (A. D. 1292). I have,
therefore, thought it desirable to give a connected account of this period.

The Balbani Kings of Bengal
(A. D. 1282 to 1331.)

In the beginning of Balban’s reign (A. D. 1266), the governor of Bengal
was Muhammad Tatar Khan.* On his death, which scems to have taken
place soon after Balban’s accession, Sher Khan was appointed imperial
commander of Lak’hnauti. He was succeeded by Amin Khéin, whose ndib
was Tughril.} When Balban rebuilt the town and fort of Lahor, which
during the reign of Mu’izzuddin Bahrdm Shih had been destroyed by
the Mughuls, he got dangerously ill. Tughril heard of it, and thinking that
Balban, who was advanced in age, would not survive the attack, made war
on Amin Khan,} defeated him, and took him prisoner. Tughril then pro-

* According to Firishtah, he struck coifis in his own name at Lak’hnauti,

T Bad4oni I, 129,

+ This differs considerably from Baranf; vide Dowson III, 112.

I must vindicate the honor of Balban’s army, “whosc legions daily traversed the earth,
in the east to the confluence of the Ganges with the sea (Gangdsdgar), and in the west to
the confluence of the Indus with the ocean” (J. A. S. B., 1874, p. 106). In his fights with
the Mew tribe (mewdn, pl. of mew,=mewiii), Dowson (I1I, 104, note) translates ‘Yaklak’hi
bandah i khdg i Sultdn az mewdn shahid shud,’ “in this campaign one hundred thousand of the
royal army were slain;” but it should be ‘“Yaklak’hi, the private servant of the Sultdn, was
slain.” Yak-lak hi is a name like Hazar--dinari; and Yak-lak’hi was very likely Balban’s safarchi.
The same name occurs again in Dowson, III, 218.
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claimed himself king of Bengal under the title of Sultdn Mughisuddin
(A. D. 1279). The course of his revolt, his pursuit by Balban, and his miser-
able end are known from other sources. Before leaving Bengal, Balban in
681 (A. D. 1282) appointed his son Négiruddin Bughrda Khan governor of
Bengal in its then circumscribed limits. As the son of the reigning emperor,
he was allowed all the insignia of royalty; but it seems as if he had struck
no coins.* He is rcpresented as an aimiable man of neither talents nor
judgment, and fond of the pleasures of wine. Of his rule in Bengal nothing
is known. He again visited Dihli a few months before Balban's death (686
A. H,, 1287 A. D.); but “people shut their eyes at him,” and he shrank
from the cares and anxieties with which he saw the proffered crown
surrounded. If Amir Khusrau had not immortalized him in his ‘Qirin-
ussa’dain,” which describes the meeting between Bughra Khéan and his son
and emperor Kai Qubad at the banks of the Sarjy, the then frontier between
Bengal and Dihli, he would have sunk immediately after his appointment
as governor of Lak’hnauti into utter oblivion. Even the death of his son
Kai Qubad and the accession in 689 (A. D. 1290) of Sultdn Jalédluddin
Firdz Shéh, when the Turks went out and the Khiljis came in, did not
rouse Bughra Khan to assert the hereditary rights of his family; and nothing
shews better the contempt in which the king of Bengal was held at Dihli
than Jalaluddin’s mode of disposing of the dacoits captured in the Dihli
territory.}

"Nagiruddin Bughra Khan appears to have died in 690 or 631 (A. D.
1291 or 1292); for in 691 we find that his son Ruknuddin reigned as king
of Bengal under the name of Sultdn Kai Kéuas. He is the first independent
Muhammadan king of Bengal, whose authority was not disputed. From
inscriptions found in Gangaramptr, near Dindjpir, and Kégol, ncar
Lak’hi Sarai in Bihar, we know that he was still alive in 697 (A. D. 1297),
but the yecar of his death is not known.} For the four years from 698 to
701 (A. D. 1298 to 1301) we possess neither medallic nor mural evidence.
In 702 (A. D. 1302-3), however, we find the brother of Kai Kais reigning
in Bengal under the name of Shamsuddin Firiz Shah 1.§ His reign appears

* Barani says that he did. Dowson III, 129.

t He sent them by shiploads into Bengal, where he let them loose. Barani, p. 189.

That Bengal was completely severed from the Dihli empire is clear from the omission
of the Bengal Balbanis from the lists of imperial commanders which Barani gives in the
beginning of the reigns of the Khiljis.

+ It was during his reign that Prince ’Alduddin meditated a descent on Lak’hnauti;
but he ultimately directed his plundering expedition to the Dak’hin.

§ Ibn Batatah calls him merely Shamsuddin. Vide the extract from the French transla-
tion in Thomas, Chronicles, p. 147; and Lec’s translation, p. 128.
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to have been a prosperous one. He had several sons, of whom we know
the names of five, »iz., Bughra Khén (so called according to Muhammadan
custom after his grandfather), Nagiruddin, Ghiyasuddin or Bahadur Khan,
Qutli Khén, and Hatim Khan. The third son, Ghiyasuddin, appears to
have made conquests in Eastern Bengal. He established himself at Sunar-
géon under the name of Bahddur Shdh, and struck coins with his name from
1311, if not carlier. There may be some truth in the ill attested statement
of a later historian that Bahddur Shah had the moral support of ’Alduddin
Khilji, whose interest it was to have neighbours divided against themselves.
The fifth son, Hatim Khan, was in 1309 and 1315, and very likely also
during the intermediate years, governor of Bihar. The ruins of his palace
in the town of Bihar still exist. Several families claim descent from him,
and he seems to be the only Balbani prince whose name is remembered at
the present day.

Firaz Shah (1) died in 717 or 718 A. H. (A. D. 1317 or 1318),* and was
succeeded by his eldest son, who took the title of Shihdbuddin Bughra Shah.
His coinage shews that he was king and held Lak’hnauti in 1318-19. Soon
after his accession, Bughrd Shah was attacked and defeated by Bahadur
Shah.t Bughra Shah and his brother Négiruddin managed to escape, and
took refuge with Tughlug Shih, who in 1320 had mounted the throne of
Dihli. Qutld Khan was killed by Bahddur Shih; Hatim Khan’s fate is not
known.

From Bahadur Shah’s coinage we see that he was in undisturbed
possession of Lak’hnauti during 1321.

After 1321, however, the fugitive Nagiruddin appcars to have gained
influence in Lak’hnauti; but it is quite possible that the precarious nature
of his tenure caused him again to join his brother Bughra Shah as supplicant
in Dihli. Ibn Batatah at least says that it was at their instigation that Tughluq
Shih invaded Bengal. When the imperial army left Dihli, Bahadur Shih
rctreated to Sunargdon, and Négiruddin left Lak’hnauti, joined the emperor
at Tirhut, and accompanied him to {.ak’hnauti, where Tughluq Shéh con-
firmed him as governor of the province, and allowed him the use of the

* Mr. Thomas (Chronicles, pp. 194, 199) extends the reign of Firuz Shah to 722; but
there are no coins for 719 and 721; Col. Bush’s specimen of 720 is very doubtful, to judge
from the figure, and for 722 no figurc has been given.

t Bahadur Khén had the nickname of ‘Bourah (ce not signific dans la langue indienne
le noir)’—cvidently the Hind. |, )€, brownish. The Bibl. Indica cdition of Bad4oni (I, p. 224,

middle) has 80)3‘ evidently a mistake for Ibn Batatah’s 3.

Mr. Thomas (Chronicles, p. 197) calls Bughra Shah Ugdl u....w’u instead of L‘/’d” U(Q:w
-—a typographical error.
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royal umbrella and the jewelled staff (which is carried before kings), because
“by his humility and submission he had established a preferential claim
to the office.”* Of Bughrda Shah’s fate nothing is known. Tughlug now
despatched his adopted sont Tatdr Khén, governor of Zafarabid (near
Jaunpir) with an army against Bahddur Shah, who was captured and
sent to Dihlf with a rope round his neck.

The provinces of Sunirgion and Satgdon were placed under separate
military commanders, Sunirgion being given to Tétar Khan.}

Tughluq Shah then returned to Dihli, and died on his arrival, crushed
to death by the accidental or designed fall of a pavilion that had been erected
for his reception. His successor, Muhammad Shah Tughluq, left Ndgiruddin
in possession of Lak’hnauti. He released, however, immediately after his
accession, Bahddur Shéh, gave him a large sum of money, and allowed
him under certain conditions to return to Sunirgion, where Tatar Khan,
the imperial commander was stationed. The province of Satgdon was placed
under ’Izzuddin Yahya A’zam ul-Mulk.§ T4tar Khan received at the same
time the title of Bahrdm Khdn, || as also a large sum of money, elephants.
and horses, and was ordered to accompany Bahiddur Shih to Sunargaon.
They were to share the kingdom; the coinage was to bear the name of
Bah4ddur Shih and Muhammad Shiah Tughluq, and their names were to
be read out jointly in the khutbah; and lastly, Bahadur Shah was to give up
his son Muhammad BarbAt as hostage.

* This, I daresay, is the meaning of Barani’s phrase (p. 451), kik dar ifd'at o bandagi
subtiat namidah bidd; i. e. BughrA Shah, if still alive, was passed over. This explanation shews
that the emendation of the texts of Barani and Firishtah proposed by Mr. Thomas (Chronicles,
pp- 188, 197) is not required.

Firishtah, of course, confounds this Nagiruddin with Bughra Khan, and calls him
“the son of Balban.” But Balban was born about 605 (A. D. 1208); and supposing that
Bughra Khan was born in 635-—a moderate estimate-—he would have been about ninety
years old, when Tughluq was in Lak’hnauti, and his advanced age would certainly have
been remarked. Further, Ngiruddin only received the province of Lak’hnauti, while Bughri
Khan had ruled over the whole of Bengal; Bughra Khan’s reinstatement, therefore, would
have been a disgrace for an old man of illustrious descent.

1 Pisar-khwdndah, ac.\."l]& g This word is pronounced witthout the Izafat, and mcans

‘an adopted son,’ not ‘a foster son.’

t Firishtah says that Nagiruddin got the whole of Bengal (in the passage quoted by
Mr. Thomas, Chron., p. 197); but further on, Firishtah corrects’ himself, and limits
Nagiruddin’s power to the province of Lak’hnauti,

§ Bad. I, 226, 230.

i| The French translation of Ibn Batitah has “II (Muhammad Shih Tughluq) expedia
avec lui le fils de son frere, Ibrahim Kh4n,” which seems to be a mistake for “Bahram Khan,
his adoptive brother.” ["J‘J is often confounded with ’.l..blj:l
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In 726 A. H. (1326 A. D.), Né¢iruddin died,* and Muhammad Shah
Tughluq appointed Malik Bedar Khilji,~—~many MSS. have Malik Pindar-—
governor of Lak’hnauti with the title of Qadar Khan. Bahddur Shah for
some time remained faithful to his engagement, and acknowledged on his
coinage Muhammad Shah as his suzerain; but at last he attempted to throw
off all outward signs of allegiance—Ibn Batutah says he would not give up
his son—, and thus brought Muhammad Shah’s vengeance on himself.
The emperor sent a corps to Bahrdm’s assistance, and Bahadur Shih was
defeated, captured, and put to death. His skin was stuffed and paraded
through the provinces of the empire (about 731 A. H., or A, H. 1331).1

Thus ended the line of the Balbani kings of Bengal. The tragic end of
this Bengali dynasty was not in the eyes of the Dihli historians of sufficient
importance to be recorded, and it was left to an African traveller to furnish
another example of the vicissitudes of illustrious families.

Bengal remained imperial till 739 (A. D. 1338), when the death of
Bahram Khani led to the successful revolt of Fakhruddin Mubarak Shéh,
the chronology of whose reign was discussed in my former cssay.

Summarizing these results and continuing the table of Bengal gover-
nors on p. 246 of last year’s Journal, we have—-

Muhammad Arsaldan Ta4tar Khan He was governor
of Bengal in the beginning of Balban’s reign.

Sher Khan.

Amin Khan

Tughril (II), Amin Khan’s Ndib. He rebels in A. D. 1279, and
proclaims himself king of Bengal under the name of Mughisuddin.

Néigiruddin Bughr4d Khan, son of the emperor Balban,
A. H. 681 to 691, or A. D. 1282 to 1292.

Ruknuddin Abul Muzaffar Kai Kads, son of Bughrda Khan, the
first acknowledged Muhammadan king of Bengal, 691 to 697 A. ., A. D.
1292 to 1297, or perhaps a few years later.

Shamsuddin Abul Muzaffar® Firuz Shih (I), brother of Kai-
Kaus, who reigned from 702 (if not earlier) to 717 or 718, A. D. 1302 to
1317 or 1318.

* Firishtah mentions his death before relating the events of 727 A. H.

+ There is a confusion of names in Bad4onf (Bibl. Indica Edit., I, 227; Lucknow Edition,
p. 59), who calls the rcbellious governor of Multan “Malik Bahram Aibah, adoptive brother
of Sultan Tughluq.”

3 Mr. Thomas gives a coin struck by Bah4dur Shah at ‘Ghiyaspur’ without Muhammad
Tughlug’s name on it. Its date may be 730 A. H. If the name of the mint-town is at all capable
of identification, it scems that we should look for it to the neighbourhood of Sunérgion.
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Shihabuddin Abul Muzaffar Bughra Shih, son of Firuz Shah (I).
He reigned in 718, or 1318, over Western Bengal.

Ghiydsuddin Abul Muzaffar Bahadur Shéh, brother of Bughra
Shah. He ruled over Eastern Bengal from 711 (if not earlier) to 719, and
over the whole of Bengal during 720, 721, 722, and perhaps 723.

Nagiruddin, brother of Bughrd Shih, governor of Lakhnauti,
from 723 to 726.

GhiyadsuddinAbulMuzaffarBahadur Shah, restored
in 725 to the government of Eastern Bengal, jointly with

Bahrdm Khan, 725 to 739. Bahddur Shih rebels and is Kkilled,
about 731.

Qadar Khan, governor of Lak’hnauti, 726 to 740, when he is
killed.

’Izzuddin Yahyd A’zam ul-Mulk, governor of Satgdon, 724 to 740.

We have, therefore, the following genealogical trce of the Balban
Dynasty:¥—

Sult4n Balban, Emperor of Dikli

Muhammad '(Khdn i shakid) Négiruddin Bughr4 Khan,
Viceroy of Bengal.

Kai Khusrau.

Sultdn Mui’zzuddin Sultin Ruknuddin Shamsuddln Firtz
Kai-Qubad, Kai-Kaus, TV e
Emperor of Dihli. King of Bengal. " <} *] ’} T King o}l" Bmgal
Shih4abuddin Négiruddin, rhlyésudafn Bahadur Qutld J(hfm. Hatim Khan,
Bughra Shah, Governor of E}’:éh King of Governor of
King of Bengal. Lak’hnauti. tern Bengal, Bihdr.
then of the whole
of Bengal, then
Viceroy of
Eastern
Bengal.
Muhammad. Descendants
still existing
at present
in Bih4r,

' Completed from Chronicles, p. 148.
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Of the other new Bengal coins given below, I may mention—

(1) A specimen of Jaldluddin Muhammad Shah’s coinage, of 831 A, H.
(A. D. 1427-28), belonging to the Society; vide Plate XIII, No. 2. In my
former Essay, I published coins of Muhammad Shih of 818 and 821.*

(2) A unique Gold Husain Shih of 907 (A. D. 1501-2), struck at
Muzaffardbad.

Husain Shéh’s mint towns, as far as known at present, are Fathibad,
Muzaffarabid, and Husaindb4d. Fathdbad was in my former Essay identi-
fied with the modern station of Faridpdir. Muzaffardbad occurs in an
inscription of Husain Shah’s reign, published by me in the Journal for 1872,
p. 106.}1 The inscription mentions that Rukn Khan, “Vazir of Muzaffarabad
and Kotwéal of Panduah,” built a mosque at Gangardmpur. We may
therefore conclude that Muzaffardbdd was the (now unknown) name of a
place or district in the neighbourhood of Panduah.

Husaindbad is mentioned on Husain Shah’s later coins, as also on those
of his grandson and son Firdz Shah (III) and Mahmud Shah (IIT). There
are several Husaindbads near Gaur, and it is probable that Husainabad
stands for ‘Gaur.” Mr. Westmacott} is inclined to identify it with the Husain-
4b4ad which lies eleven miles east by south from English Bazar, and 5} miles
south by west from Chatra.

I may mention that Marsden and Laidley read ‘““Janatibad,” instead
of “Husainibad;” but on careful examination it will be found that
‘Husainibad’ is the correct reading; nor is there any historical evidence
to shew that Gaur had the euphemistic name of Jannatibad before Hum4-
yun’s time.

(3) Several new varieties of Nugrat Shah’s coinage, one struck in
930 A. H. at Nugratibid, a mint town which only appears on Nugrat
Shah’s coins. Unless the name stands, like Husainidbad, for some place near
Gaur, it may refer to the Nugratabad, which Abulfazl gives under Sirkar
G’horag’hat. In fact, it seems as if Nugratabad stood for G’horag’hay itself;
for Abulfazl does not mention the town and Haweli of G’horig’hat, but
gives only Baldah Nugratabad.

(4) A silver coin of Mahmud Shah (III), unique as far as the date
is concerned, the property of Col. Hyde. Its date, 939 A. H., or 1533,

* Mr. Laidley’s Muhammad Shah given on p. Pl. IV, No. 8, Journal, A. S. B., 1846,
resembles the specimen of the Society’s cabinet.
+ The legend as given there mentions Zafarabad; but the mistake was corrected in

the Errata for 1872.
+ Calcutta Review, 1874, p. 430. The Ain given a parganah Husain4bad in Sirkar

Audambar (T4ndah); vide also Journal, A. S. B., for 1870, Pt. I, p. 295.
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shews that the death of Nugrat Shah, the accession and murder of Firiz
Shih (III),* and Mahmud Shah’s accession all took place in 939. We
have, therefore, to fix Mahmud Shah’s reign from 939 (end) to 944, instead
of 940 to 944, as given in my former Essay.

I now give my readings and translations of the above named inscrip-
tions and coins.

Shihdbuddin Abul Muzaffar Bughri Shih
(Great-Grandson of the Emperor Balban.)
For the reign of this king I have only to give the coin mentioned
above.
1. Vide Pl. XIII, No. 1, and Thomas, ‘Chronicles,” Pl. VI, No. 4.
Silver. Weight, 166:97 grains. Lak’hnauti. A. H. 718. As. Socy. Bengal.

OBsnRVE———ue,'wal gl ra‘i....l! )]
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Osverse—The Im4am al-Musta’¢im, Commander of the Faithful.
Margin—This silver piece was struck in Lak’hnauti, the capital, in 718.
Reverse—The great Sult4n, Shihab udduny4 waddin Abul Muzaffar Bughra Shah.

Vide also Journal, As. Socy. Bengal, Pt. I, 1873, p. 250.

Jaldluddin Abul Muzaffar Muhammad Shih
(Tenth king.)

.In my former Essay, I published three coins of this king, dated
818 and 821. The Hon’ble E. C. Bayley has since found specimens dated
from 818 onwards to 824%.

1. Vide Pl. XIII, No. 2. Silver. Weight, 161-53 grains. A. H. 83l.
Tughra characters. As. Socy. Bengal, one specimen.

OBVERSE——+++-+ -1+ ufbf,'l 5 S==ly o) saaa
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Osverse—The Khalifah of God by evidence and proof......

Margin— ...... 831,
Reverse—]Jaldl uddunyad waddin Abul Muzaffar Muhammad Shah, the king.

Specimens of this coin do not appear to be very rare. I only lately
saw three with a Calcutta poddr; but they were entirely defaced and there-
fore useless.

* Journal, A. S. B., 1873, p. 298.
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Nésiruddin Abul Muzaffar Mahmuadshih (I)

(Twelfth king.)

The following incription belonging to the reign of this king was found
by Mr. Westmacott laid in a tomb near the Fort at Maldah. The stone is
not in situ; it must have been taken from a mosque built by one Hildl in

A. H. 859.

No. 1. The Mahmid Shdh Inscription of A. H. 859.
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* Vide Proceedings, A. S. B., August, 1874, p. 157, The legend of the curious A’zam
Shahi, exhibited by the Honorable E. C. Bayley, is as follows:
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The coin is, no doubt, posthumous; and the reason assigned, namely, Timur’s inva-
sion, is the only satisfactory explanation that can be given. The Jaunptr coinage offers
another example; for the carliest dated coin given by Mr. Thomas (Chronicles, p. 321) is
of 818, and the first two Jaunptr kings (796 to 804) struck no coins. Besides, this posthumous
A’zam Sh4hi of 812 helps us perhaps to fix the reign of Bayazid Shah; for as Bayazid’s coins
commence with 812, it seems as if his reign lasted from 812 to 817.

u‘ e CWL..\MU’ | 3y Jus© )0 fuly vz KYS u u(hL.J)
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He upon whom be peace said, ‘He who builds a mosque will have a castle built for him
by God in Paradise.’ In the reign of the great and exalted kingNA¢ruddunya waddin
Abul Muzaffar Mahmiad Shih, the king, this mosque was built by the slave
of the throne [of God], Hil41l. Written on the 19th Shibin—may the blessings of this
month be gencral !—of the year 859 [4th August, 1455.]

The three Mahmid Shah inscriptions published in my former essay
belong to 861 and 863; hence this one is the earliest hitherto found.
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I take this opportunity of giving a slightly improved reading of Col.
Hyde’s unique Mahmud Shéh silver coin, published by me in Journal, Pt. I,
for 1873, p. 269.

OBVERSE—ARY 250 B 5 wamsll al) agla oyl usily w30l
RevERsE—blu)] s 0jeme 2bo)) ol poll 5 Giol) yoU
Osverse—Assisted by the assistance of the Merciful, the vicegerent of God by proof

and evidence, struck 846.
Reverse—Nagiruddunya waddin Abul Muzaffar Mahmiad Shah.,

Ruknuddin Abul Mujihid Barbak Shih
(Thirteenth king.)

Of this king only two inscriptions had hitherto been known. One of
little importance was found by me at Tribeni; the other, dated Gafar 865,
fixed the beginning of Barbak’s reign, and was discovered by Mr. Westma-
cott near the tomb of the Pir i Chihilgazi, ‘the Saint forty yards high,’

near Dinajpur.*

The following Barbak Inscription, which is only two months later than
that of Mr. Westmacott, was brought about fifty years ago by Mr. Marsh-
man from Gaur to Serampore. As mentioned above (p. 282), it is now in

the Museum in Calcutta.

No. 2. The Bdrbak Shdh Inscription of A. H. 865.
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* Vide Mr, Westmacott’s note in Journal, Pt. I, 1873, p. 273,
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The Prophet (upon whom be peace !) has said, ‘He who builds a mosque in the world
will have seventy castles built for him by God in Paradise.” This mosque was built in the
time of the just,...king, namely the Sultin who is the son of 2 Sultan, Ruknuddunya
waddin Abul Mujadhid Barrbak Shah Sultin, son of Mahmud Shah
Sultan, and the builder is...... on the 10th Junéada I, 865 [24th December, 1460].

The other Barbak Shah Inscription was discovered by Mr. Westmacott
in the village of Deotaldo, on the road from Old Maldah to Dindjpur and
22 miles from the former. The slab is on the entrance of a mosque.

No. 3. The Bdrbak Shdh Inscription of Deotaldo. A. H. 868,
W ol oSyl Sl §yles y lenl] Balin dilaa]  Joi ol JU3
WA 5 lomae (o oo ade ) o T UGk el
el dmadd) wioa Uy Bl b s e [0] (o5 ol e

Sy yasll K bt 5 ol ol inall B 5 (el i ol 5 e
W) ) il Jal) o) Jolall el oy 3 sallare annelo el o &)
o dll) Gla Bl i opema Sl alagl AR ) el

N . “ 4 . . o) o .
u(‘o-‘ & l)d.J ) ) O wt’:\” ‘-;0 &3l b} !J/" U_}t' b} sl b
I Etailed 5 fan

God Almighty says [Qoran IX, 9], ‘Do you take the giving drink to the pilgrims and the
frequenting of the Holy Masjid in value to be equal to him who believes in God and the last
day and exerts himself on the road of God ? They are not cqual in value in the eyes of God;
for God docs not direct unrighteous people.” The Prophet (blessings on him !) has said,
‘He who builds, &c., (as above). This Jami' mosque in the town of Tirt 4 b 4 d was built
by the great Khén, the exalted Khagan, the adviser of kings and rulers, who is a sufficient
protection against the [evils of the] age! Ulugh Murabit Khan,—may his high
qualities endure !—in the time of the just, liberal, learned, and wise king Ruknuddunvy4
waddin Abul Muzaffar* BaArbak Shah, the king, son of Mahmud Shéh,
the king—may God perpetuate &c., !—on the 5th Rajab (may its honor increase !) of the
year 868 [4th March, 1464].

On the mosque itself is a smaller inscription in four compartments. I
have not deciphered the whole.
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The Prophet (blessings on him !) says, ‘He who builds, &c., [as above]. This mosque
(was built) in the blessed town of T ir 4 b ad, gencrally known (Curf) as Dcotaldao, in
the reign of......k Shidh,~—may God perpetuate his kingdom and rule and e¢levate his
condition and dignity !—by [Ulugh Murabis Khan]..., may God protect him in both
worlds !......

The wanting portions seem to contain the name of Ulugh Murabit
Khan, and at the end the words—-

Blowwd o y'oj Siaw ))(.3 L{" up to the year 978 (2)

‘Muréabit’ means ‘guarding the frontiers.” The name ‘Tirtabad ap-
pears to be no longer known.

Shamsuddin Abul Muzaffar Yisuf Shéh
(Fourtcenth king)

According to the histories, Barbak Shah died in 879 A. H. The latest
hitherto ascertained date is 873; but the Persian MS. on Shah Ism&’il Ghazi
of Rangpur discovered by Mr. Damant, furnishes some evidence of the
correctness of the histories, inasmuch as the MS. states that Isma’il was in
878 bcheaded by Barbak Shah.

The following inscription of Yusuf Shah seems to be of 870 A. H. If
the date is correct, the inscription can only refer to Yuasuf as prince or
governor; and this supposition is strengthened by the absence of the formula
khallada alldhu mulkahu, &?c., which is due to the reigning king.

* This secems to be a mistake for Abul Mujdhid. The old Persian Dictionary, entitled
‘Sharafndmah i Ibrahimi,” which is dedicated to Barbak Shah, has also ‘Abul Muzaflar’;
but as we know nothing regarding the author or his native town, and nothing definite re-
garding the year in which he completed his dictionary, it is possible that the Barbak Shah,
to whom he dedicated his dictionary, is the Barbak Shah of Jaunpur, who ruled in Jaunpir
from 879 (the yecar when the Bengal Barbak Shih is said to have died) to 881, Later, he
was restored by Sikandar Lodi. Mr. Thomas (Chronicles, p. 877) has coins of 892 and 894;
but they contain no julis-name. Vide Journal, A. S. Bengal, 1868, p. 8.

The kunyah of Muzaffar Shah of Bengal, I believe, to be Abul-Nagr, as given on inscrip-
tions; and I believe the coin published in Journal, 1873, p. 312, gives this name likewise.

A similar confusion may be noticed in the kunyah of Aurangzib, which is Abul-Zafar,
for, le Jel, as given in the historics and on coins; but many inscriptions of his reign
have the more common Abul Muzaffar.

The most common kunyahs of Indian kings are Abul-Muzaffar, Abul-Mujahid, Abul-
Fath, Abul-Zafar, Abul-Na¢r, Abul-Mahamid, Abul-Ma’ali, and Abul-Barakat; but there
are not many more.
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No. 4. The Yiisuf Shdh Inscriptions of Old Mdldah, A. H. 870.

Mr. Westmacott says, “I went to a mosque at Shank Mohén in Old
“Maldah, and saw there two inscriptions; but the slabs had been washed
“over and over again with pitch and oil, doubtless with most laudable mo-
“tives, but to such an extent that to take a good rubbing is out of the ques-
“tion”. “One of the inscriptions is 2 ft. 6 in. by 11 inch., in one line, and
the date appears to be sab’in wa samdnmiah, 870.”

The word sanah before the date is certainly doubtful; and the date
may therefore be 876, or even 879.
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The Prophet (upon whom be peace!) has said, ‘He who builds, &c., {as above]. In
the time of the...king Shamsudduny4d waddian Abul Muzaffar Yasuf

Shah, the king, son of Mahmudd Shah, the king...this mosque the Malik...dated
Jumada 1, of the year 870.

The other inscription is a long narrow slab and contains two lines—
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The first line belongs to an Arabic ldmiyak ode (metre, hazaj). Unfor-
tunately, Mr. Westmacott had to leave Maldah, before the stones could be
thoroughly cleaned.

Saifuddin Abdul Muzaffar Firtz Shiah (II)
(Eighteenth king.)

Mr. Westmacott found two inscriptions of this king, for whose reign

we had hitherto no mural evidence.
The first inscription is dated 15th Cafar, 894, and is from Go&malti
Factory, within the precincts of Gaur. The letters are beautiful.
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No. 5. The Firiz Shdh (II) Inscription of Godmdlti. A. H. 894.

Mr. Westmacott says—*‘I think it most probable that the slab belong-
“ed originally to a mosque of which the ruins lie a couple of a hundred
“yards S. E. of the Factory. A row of four granite pillars, ten feet apart,
“and a corresponding pillaster; the northern wall built of brick with a
‘“course of granite, some of which is cut into a moulding; and a pinnacle
“at the south-western angle, still remain to shew that it was a fine build-
“ing, with probably ten domes, in twg rows, the length of the building
“from N. to S. being divided by the row of pillars. It has been
‘“deeply trenched, probably for the bricks. It is about a hundred yards
“to the eastward of an embankment which extends northwards, past
“Sa’dullahpir to the tomb of Shaikh Akhi Sirijuddin, commonly call-
“ed Jhunjhuniyah, at Komolabari, at the N. W. angle of Sigardig’hi.
“Southwards I do not know the line of the embankment. It is called
“‘garh,” or ‘fort.” Godmalti lies about 5 miles S. of the station of Eng-
“lish Bazar, and was the residence of the archacologist Mr. Creighton,
“who has written a monograph on Gaur. Three of Mr. Creighton’s
“children are buried at Goamalti, A. D. 1800 and 1802.”
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The Prophet (blessings on him) says, ‘He who builds, &c. &c.,’ This...mosque was
built by the great Ulugh, the cxalted lord,.. . Mukhli¢ Khan,...in the reign of the
great, exalted, liberal, and just king Saifuddunyd waddin Abul Muzaffar
Firuz Shah, the king,—may God perpetuate his kingdom and his rule and elevate his
condition and dxgmty'——on the 15th Safar, 894 [18th January, 1489].

I have also since found in the coin cabinet of our Society a rather defaced
specimen of a Firtiz Shahi of 893, as figured on p. 288 of last ycar’s Journal.

It weighs 163-37 grains.
No. 6. Another Firiz Shdh Inscription from Mdldah.

Mr. Westmacott’s second inscription of this king is from the Katrah,
or the old Fort, of Old Maldah. Buchanan says, it was a sardi, but it seems
to be fortified. The datc of the inscription is illegible.
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The Prophet, upon whom be peace, has said, ‘He who builds, &c. This mosque was
built [in the time of?] of the just king Saifuddunyawaddin Abul Muzaffar
Firaz Shah, the king—may God perpctuate his kingdom and his rule! And the builder
of this mosque is Majlis. . .namely Sa’id...dated anno 8.

No. 7. The Firiz Shdh Inscription from Garh Faripd, Sherpir,
Maimansingh District

The slab of this inscription is now in the Museum of the Society, and
was received, as I stated above (p.282) from Babu Hara Chandra Chaudhuri,
of Sherpir. It is of granite and measures 4 ft. by 2 ft.; but the letters are
very unclear, and many are hopelessly broken away. The inscription seems
to have belonged to a vault. In each corner of the slab isa square, containing
the name of one of the first four Khalifahs; the two squares on the left and
those on the right are joined by vertical lines, but the lctters between each
set of quares are illegible. The slab was entire; but an elephant put his
foot on it, and the right side of the stone broke in two. The inscription itself
consists of four lines. I have deciphered the following—
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In the name of God, the merciful, the clement! There is no God but Allah, Muhammad
is Allah’s prophet...there is no God but Allah,...Muhammad is Allah’s prophet...O
God, bless Muhammad, the clected, and ‘Alf, the chosen, and Fatimah, the pure, and
Hasan...and Husain...built...the king of the age and the period Saifuddunya
waddin Abul Muzaffar FiriuzShah, the king,—may God perpetuate his
kingdom and his rule ! This [vault]? was completed in the blessed...Ramazan, 8%*,

’Aliuddin Abul Muzaffar Husain Shih
{Twenty-first king.)
Of this king no less than seventeen inscriptions have been published in
this Journal.* They give the years 903, 907, 908, 909, 911, 915, 916, 918

* Vide Journal, 1873, Pt. I, p. 292, and Journal 1872, p. 106.
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922, 925. Mr. Westmacott found in Ma4ldah six new ones of 899, 900,
907, 910, 914, 918, 923; and Mr. J. R. Reid, C. S., has sent me two of 906
and 909 from Saran.

Husain Shah’s coins, as far as hitherto known, give the years 899, 900,
912, 914, 918, 919. Ot coins, I can give two new ones, viz., a small silver
coin of 899, from the cabinet of our Society, and a unique gold coin of
907, which Col. Hyde and I lately purchased at a podar’s shop in Calcutta
for the cabinet of the Society.

1. Vide Pl. XIII, No. 3. Silver, Weight, 166.89 grains. No mint-town.
A. H. 899. (As. Soc. Bengal, one specimen.) Circular arcas. No margin.
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’AladddunyadawaddinAbulMuzaffar Husain Shah, the king,—may
God perpetuate his kingdom and his rule!
There is no God but Allah; Muhammad is Allah’s prophet. Land Revenue (kharaj), 899.
2. Vide Pl. XIII. No. 4. Gold. Unique. Weight, 164.33 grains.
Muzaftarbad, 907. (As. Soc. Bengal.) Circular areas. In the margin, twelve
spearhecads.
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"Alz’tu'ddunye'l waddin Abul Muzaffar Husain Shah, the king, son
of Sayyid Ashraf the Husaini—may God perpetuate his kingdom!

‘Therc is no God but Allah; Muhammad is Allah’s prophet. Muzaffarbad [Muzaffar-
abad), 907.

No. 8. The Husain Shdh Inscription of 899."

Mr. Westmacott found this inscri'ption on the premises of one Pat’hu
Khan at Maldah, not in situ, at the tomb he calls the ‘“‘Dargih i
Aulad Sultin Adam Balkhi,”” or ‘the shrine of the descendants of Sult4n
Adam of Balkh.” Sultin Adam’s namc is not given in biographical works of
Saints in my posscssion.
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The Prophet says (God’s blessings on him!), ‘He who builds a mosque for God, will
have a castle like it built for him by God in Paradise.” It was built in the reign of Sultan
'’Ald udduny4 waddin Abul Muzaffar Husain Shah, the king—may
God perpetuate his rule and kingdom! This mosque was built By Majlis R 4 hat [ullah],
on the 10th Zi Qa’dah, 899 [13th August, 1494].

The inscription seems to have beer carved by the same hand as the
Muzaffar Shéh inscription of 898, of which I gave a facsimile in my former
essay.

No. 9. The Husain Shdh Inscription of 900.

This inscription was found by Mr. Westmacott on a neat little mosquc,
utterly ruined, just outside the Maldah Kafrah. The Mosque is called
‘Fauti Masjid,” or ‘Burial Mosque.” ‘“The Aatrah,” Mr. Westmacott
says, “is called by the people a Sardi for travellers; but from its strength,
“and the depth of the gateways, I still think it must have been a fort, per-
“haps used as a Sarai latterly. It is just opposite a curious tower on the
“Nimah Sarai side of thc Mahananda River, stuck all round with slabs of
“stone, which look as if they been intended to support the builder's scaffold-
ing, and have never been removed.”
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The Prophet (God's blessings on him!) says, ‘He who builds a mosque for God, will
have a castle built for him by God in Paradisc.’ It was built in the time of the king who
is assisted by the assistance of the Judge, and cxerts himself on the road of the Merciful, the
Khalifah of God by proof and cvidence, ’Alauddunyiwaddin Abul Muzaffar
Husain Shah, the king,—may God perpetuate his kingdom and ryle! This mosque

was built by Khian Mu’azzam, son of Ulguh Sher, on the 11th Shawwil, 900 [5th
July, 1495]. ' .
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No. 10.* The Inscription of Husain Shdh’s Madrasah at Gaur.
A. H. 907.

Mr. Westmacott found this interesting inscription on a little mosque
near the Thanah at English Bizar. The stone is, therefore, not in situ,
and may have belonged to the Madrasah, the ruins of which he states to
exist in Gaur.t

The beginning of this inscription, ‘Search after knowledge even as far
as China,’ is a well known saying of the Prophet, and is often in modern
times quoted by Muhammadans in connecxion with the spread of English
education in the East. .

The inscription is free from grammatical mistakes.
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The Prophet (God's blessings on him!) has said, ‘Scarch after knowledge, and if it
were in China.” This excellent Madrasah was ordered to be built by the great and gencrous
king, the Sayyid of the Sayyids, the source of auspiciousness, who exegts himself on the
road of God the All-giver, the conqueror of Kdmra and Kamtah with the help of
the Mecrciful, ‘Ala uddunya wa®din Abul Muzaffar IHHusain Shah, the
king, thc Husaini—may God perpetuate his kingdom!—for the teaching of the sciences of
religion and instruction in those orders which alonc arc true, because” he hopes to obtain
from God the great reward and asks Him for His cverlasting mercy, on |hc Ist Ramazan,
907 [10th March, 1502].

. -
* Mr. Westmacott also sent me rubbings of scveral inscriptions from Hemtabad,
Western Dindjpur. Among them was-an in@mplete Husain Shihi of A. H. 906; a large
circular inscription, containing Qor. 48, 27; and a tomb inscription of onc Shaikh Jamdl-
uddin bin Makhdum Shaikh. .

t The removal of inscriptions from Gaur may have been the cause of their preserva-
tion. We know from Grant’s Essay (Vth Report, p. 285) that the Nizamat Daftar contained
an entry of Rs. 8000 under the head of gimat khishtkar, which was annually levied from a
few landholders in the neighbourhood of Gaur, who had the exclusive right of “dismantling
the venerable remains of the ancient city of Gaur or Lak’hnauti, and conveying from thence
a particular species of cnamelled bricks, surpassing in composition the imitative skill of the
present racc of native inhabitants.”



132 Contributions lo the Geography and History of Bengal

No. 1l. The Husain Shih Inscription from Sdran. A. H. 909.

This inscription was sent me by Mr. J. R. Reid, C. S, A’zamgarh, N,
W. Provinces.*
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The Prophet, &c., &c., (as above). This Jami’ mosque was built by the exalted and
honoured king, ’Alaudduny4 waddinAbulMuzaffarHusain Shah, the

king, son of Sayyid Ashraf, Al-Husaini—may God perpctuate his kingdom and his rule!—-
in the ycar 909 [1503-4].

No. 12. The Husain Shdh Inscription of 910 A. H. Jrom Madldah.

Mr. Westmacott found this inscription preserved in the mosque of
Mugtafs Khan at Gilabari, Maldah. Gilabari is about five miles below
English Bazdr, on the western bank of the Mahanand4. The mosque is
built from materials taken [rom the ruins of Gaur, and the people say that
the slab, too, which must have belonged to a gate, came from there.
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This door was built in the time of the exalted and honored king, ‘Aldauddunya
waddin Abul Muzaffar Husain Shah, the king, son of Sayyid Ashraf Al-
Husaini—may God perpetuate his kingdom and his rule!—in the year 910 [A. D. 1504-5].
* Mr. Reid also sent me a rubbing of a Hosain Shah inscription from Ismailpur in
Séran. The right hand half of the slab is wanting. The left portion is---
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-..namely the great and cxalted king, and the victorious, liberal Imam, who cxerts him-
self against the cnemies of God, who professcs the true faith, who traces his descent from
the Prophet of God...the Majlis ul-Majalis who is known as the “Shower-hcart” [i. e
the liberal]—may his generosity last to the day of judgment and endure till the truth
comes to him! In the month of the Prophet, Sha’ban, 906 [March, 1501].

The month of Sha’ban is often called ‘the month of the Prophet,’ just as Rajab is
called shahr ullah, ‘the month of God.’
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No. 13. The Inscription from Husain Shik’s Mosque in Mdldah.
A. H. 914.

The reading of this inscription is by Mr. Westmacott, who found the
slab attached to a modern mosque in Maildah.
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The Prophet, &c., &c., (as above). This Jami’ mosque was built by the exalted and
honored king, ’Ald4 uddunyid waddin Abul Muzaffar Hisain Shah, the
king, son of Sayyid Ashraf, Al-Husaini—may God perpetuate his kingdom and his rule!
—in the year 914 [A. D. 1508].

No. 14. Inscription from Husain Shik’s Mosque at Molnatali, Mdldah.
A. H. 918.

Mr. Westmacott found this inscription together with one of Nugrat
Shah (vide below No. 16) at Molnatali [Mauldnatali?], about a mile south
of old Maldah, in a little mud hut. “Both inscriptions,” he says, “‘are
placed side by side face upwards, on the ground, and are said to cover
the grave of a Pir, called Sultdn Shihabuddin, at which a lamp
is kept burning. The pcople say, he left the throne and became a Faqir.
Could this be your Shihdbuddin Biyazid Shah?”
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The Prophet, &c., &c., (as above). This mosque was built by the exalted and honor.
ed king ’Ald uddunya waddin Abul Muzaffar Husain Shah, the king,
son of Sayyid Ashraf, Al-Husaini—may God perpetuate his kingdom and his rule!—in the
year 918 [A. D. 1512].
No. 15.  Inscription from Daulat Ndzir's Mosque at Bholdhdt. A. H. 923.
The builder of this mosque, to judge from his name, was a Eunuch.
Mr. Westmacott found the inscription at Bholdhat, which lies near
Gilabari, mentioned on p. 304, on the western bank of the Mahanand4,
below English Bazar.
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The Prophet, &c., &c., (as before). This mosque was built in the reign of the exalted and
honored king ’Al14 uddunyd waddin Abul Muzaffar Husain Shah, the
king, son of Sayyid Ashraf, Al-Husaini—may God perpetuate his kingdom and his rule
and eclevate his condition and dignity! Its builder is Daulat N4azir,—may his honor
continue!——in the year 923 [A. D. 1517.]

Nésiruddin Abul Muzaffar Nusrat Shih.
(Twenty-second king.)

The year of Nugrat Shih’s* accession still remains doubtful; but it is
now certain that his death took place in the middle of 939 A. H., or about
January, 1533.

The histories state that Husain Shih died in 927; but the last ascert-
ained date is 925. The Nugrat Shah inscriptions hitherto published, in-
cluding those given below, are of 929, 930, 933, 935, 936, 937, 938. For
the year 939, we have (1) the coins of his son Firuz Shah (I1I), who is
said to have reigned three months; (2) a Firdaz Shah inscription of Rama-
zdn, 939; and (3) the coins of his uncle Mahmuad Shah (vide pl. XITI, No.
10); hence Nugrat Shah must have died in the middle of 939.

As explained by me in Journal for 1873, p. 297, Nugrat Shah’s coin-
age shews the carly dates 922, 924, 927, and I shall enumerate below new
varieties of his coinage from the specimens preserved in the Society’s cabinet.

No. 16. The Nugrat Shih Inscription from Fath Khdn’s Mosque, Mdldah,
A. H. 930.

The following inscription was found by Mr. Westmacott together with
No. 14, given above, at Molnatali, over the grave of ‘Sultdn Shildbuddin.’
It refers to a mosque entrance built by one Fath Khan.

* ] find that BAbar calls this king by his correct royal name, not Nagib Shah. Vide
Dowson, 1V, 260; also Akbarnamah, I, 160.

Babar was Nugrat Shéah’s contemporary. Another renowned contemporary was
Chaitanya, the son of a Silhat briahman, who founded the sect of the Vaishnawis (Boish-
tobs). According to Bengali accounts, Chaitanya was born in Nadiy4, to which place his
father had removed, in 1485, i. e. during the reign of Fath Shéh.
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The door of this mosque was built in the reign of the exalted and honored king, son
of a king, Nagir uddunya waddin Abul Muzaffar Nugrat Shah, the
king, son of Husain Shah, the king,—may God perpetuate his kingdom and his rule, and

may He elevate his condition and dignity! Its builder is Khan Mu’azzam Fath
K h & n—may his exalted position last!—in the year 930 [A. D. 1524].

No. 17.  The Nugrat Shih Inscription from Gaur. A. H. 933.

The slab of this inscription is now in the Society. It was received to-
gether with the Barbak Shah Inscription of 865, given above, from Dr.
G. Smith, late of Serampore.
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The Prophet, &c., &c., (as before). This Jimi’ mosque was built in the reign of the
learned king, the king who is the son of a king, Na¢ir uddunya waddin Abul
MuzaffarNugrat Shah the king, son of Husain Shéh, the king,—may God perpe-
tuate his kingpom! Its quilder is M ajlis S a’d,~—may his exaltation endure! In the year

933 [A. D. 1527).
No. 18. The Nucrat Shih Inscription of Mdldah. A. H. 935,

Mr. Westmacott found this inscription let into the tomb of a saint,
called Nanképati S4hib, about a mile south of Mildah; but it commemo-
rates the building of a mosque entrarfce by one Khalf Khan, son of Majlis
Qarara Turk, to judge from his name.
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The door of this Jami® Mosque was built in the time of the just king, the Sultdn, son
of Sultdn, Nacgir uddunya waddin Abul Muzaffar Nugrat Shéh, the
king son of Husain Shah, the king—may God perpetuate his kingdom and his rule! Its
builder is Khan Mu'azzam Khalf Khan, son of Majlis Qara. In the year
935 [A. D. 1528-29].

No. 19. The Nwyrat Shdh Inscription of Mdldah. A. H. 938.

This inscription, which is of importance on account of its date, com-
memorates the building of a well by one Bonamalti. The slab is small and
was found by Mr. Westmacott lying on the grave of a widow in Cholsapa-
ra, Old Maildah.

The name Bondmalti is doubtful: the first two syllables have no dia-
critical points in the inscription.
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God Almighty has said, ‘He who comes with a good deed, to him (will be) ten similar
ones.” This well was built in the reign of the king, the king who is the son of a king, Nagir
uddunya waddin Abul Muzaffar Nugrat Shah, the king, son of Husain
Shah, the king,—may God perpctuate his kingdom and his rule! Its builderis Bonamalti.
In the year 938 [A. D. 1531-32.]

No. 20. The Nugrat Shdh Inscription from Majlis Sirdj’s Mosque, Mdldah.
This is a mere fragment of an inscription. Mr. Westmacott found it
in the Chillah, or prayer-cell, of the Saint Qutb ’Alam, on the northern

bank of the Kalindri River, at Solpur Nagrai, nearly opposite Gangarimpur
Factory, 6 miles above Old Maldah.
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The Prophet, &c., &c., (as above). This Jami’ mosque was built in the time of the
king, the son of the king [NAgiruddunyd] waddin Abul Muzaffar Nugrat
Shéh, the king, son of Husain Shah, the king—may God perpetuate his kingdom and
his rule! Its builder is Majlis Sirsj****
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Of Nugrat Shah’s coinage 1 have given on Pl XIII five new varieties
from the Cabinet of the As. Society. The legend is the same on all of
them, dates and mint towns excepted.

OBvERsE — ,8bal| 91 Pl Woll poli lbhad] ok
REVERSE-—Q > O(ijaaj A(LO J:UI JL.A \.5:\5“:\)' \’){ELW sl uéma u;‘ u(blm aL‘.’L»:').ai

Onverse—The  king, son of a king, Nacgiruddunya waddin Abul
Muzaffar

Reverse—-Nugrat Shah, the king, son of Husain Shih, the king, the Husaini,
—may God perpetuate his kingdom and his rule!

No. 5, PI. XI1I, weighs only 160-06 grains, and resembles No. 6, which
weighs 164-32 grains. Both specimens are struck at Nugratabad, and No. 6
bears the date 930 A. H. Nos. 7, 8, 9 are of rude manufacture, and weigh
163:97, 163-8, 163-72 grains, respectively. They belong to the time be-
fore the death of Nucrat Shah’s father; for they bear the dates 923 (No. 9)
and 924 (Nos. 7, 8). In all of them the figure 2 is inverted, and has there-
fore the same shape as a 6 (1). No 7 seems to bear on the obverse the mint-
town of Khalifatibad. '

On comparing the artstic skill displayed by the die-cutters with that
of the cngravers of Bengal inscriptions of the same period. one cannot help
being surprised at the deficiency and absolute want of the former and the
high perfection of the latter.

Ghiyasuddin Abul Muzaffar Mahmiad Shih (III).
(Twenty-fourth king.)

1 mentioned above that the reign of this king commenced in the end
of 939. 'This is proved by the following coin-—-

Vide Pl. X111, No. 10. Silver. Weight, 167-53 grains. (Col. H. Hyde).
A. . 939. Husaindbad.
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Oeverse—The king, son of a king, Ghiyas uddun y 4 waddin Abul
Muzaffar Mahmud Shah.

Reverse—The king, son of Sultdin Husain Shah, the king-—may God perpetuate
his kingdom and his rule! Husainabad, 939.

Circular area on Obverse and Reverse.—The royal moon.

A daughter of Mahmid Shih was married to Khizr Khin,* Sher
Khién’s governor of Bengal.

* Vide Dowson IV, 390, where he is called ‘Bairak,’ and V, 115, where he 13 called ‘Surk.’
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MUHAMMADAN PERIOD, No III
(With a plate.)

Major Raverty’s copiously annotated translation of the Tabaqat i Na-
ciri furnishes in its chapters on the Mw’izzi Sultins of Bengal a few items
of local interest and raises some points for discussion. First of all, as far
as chronology is concerned, the necessity of dating back a few years the
conquest of Bengal by Muhammad Bakhtyar Khilji* has become clear.
Major Raverty fixes upon the year 589 H., or A. D. 1193, as the year
when Qutbuddin established himself in Dihli. Scveral sources give 588;
some give 587, or 1191 A. D., which last date Mr. E. Thomas looks upon
as ‘“‘consistent with the best authorities.”” The conquest of Bengal, again,
is referred by Major Raverty to the year 590 H. (A. D. 1194), or one year
after the occupation of Dihli as computed by him. A MS. history of Gaur,
made by Munshi Syam Prasdd for Major Franklin, appears also to [ix upon
590 as the year in which Bengal was conquered, because it states that the
life and the reign of Lakshman Sen extended fromn 510 to 390. Mr. Tho-
mas refers the conquest of Bengal to the year 599 H., or A. . 1202-3,
his authority being, 1 believe, the Tdj ul-Madsir, which states that the fort
of Kélinjar was conquered by Qutbuddin in 599, and that he afterwards
went to the neighbouring Mahob4, where Muhammad Bakhtyar paid his
respects and offered presents from the Bengal spoils. Major Raverty dis-
poses of this statement of the Tdj ul-Madsir by saying, “but this certainly
took place ten years before 599 H.”t

Major Raverty is mistaken, however, on his own authoritics, when he
asserts that the conquest of Bengal took place in 590 H., or A. D. 1194.
According to his translation of Muhammad Bakhtyar’s biography and the
Biblistheca. Indica text, we sec—

* The Burhan i Qdi, gives the spelli‘ng ‘Khalaj’, and the Tahran edition of the
TFarhang gives “Khalaj, a tribe in the desert near Sawah.” Major Raverty writes ‘Khalj’,
and thus follows the older Indian dictionaries as the Ibrahimi, Kashful-lughat, and Madarul-
afazil; but the common Indian pronunciation of the adjective, whether right or wrong, is
Khilji. The coins of the Malwa kings, on which ‘Khilji is made to rhyme with ‘multaji’,
favour the pronunciation ‘Khalaji’. But in forming adjectives of proper nouns, vowels are
often changed. Thus in Arabic ‘Bigri’ from ‘Bagrah’. Or forms are shortened, as ‘Kashi{’
from ‘Kashan’. Hence ‘Khilji’ from ‘Khalaj, or *Khalj’ would not be unusual. That ‘Khiljf’,
with an i, is old, may be seen from the pronunciation of the towns of Khiljipar, of which
one belongs to Sarangptr, the other to Rantanbhur.

+ Raverty’s translation of the Tabaqat, p. 524.
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(1) That Muhammad Bakhtyar appeared before Qutbuddin in Dihli,
and was rejected by reason of his humble condition.

According to Major Raverty, Dihli was occupied in 589; hence Mu-
hammad Bakhtyar must have been rejected in or after 589 H.

(2) After his rejection, Muhammad Bakhtyir goes to Baddon, where
Hizabr gives him a fixed salary.

(8) After some time, Muhammad Bakhtyar goes to Audh, where he
obtains certain fiefs near the Bihar [rontier. IHe now undertakes plunder-
ing expeditions, which continue, according to the printed text, for one or
lwo years.*

(4) He invades Southern Bihar and takes the town of Bihar. He
then goes to Dihli, where he remains for some time at Qutb’s court.

(5) The second year after his conquest of Bihdr, he scts out for Bengal,
and takes Nadiya.

Now, how is it possible, with these five chronological particulars, that
Muhammad Bakhtyar could have left Bihar, as Major Raverty says, in 589
H., to invade Lakhanuti, if Qutb occupicd Dihli in 589?t It would, indeed,
be a close computation if we allowed but five years for the above events,
i. e, il we fixed the conquest of Bengal as having taken place in 594, or
A. D. 1198.

To continue. We further find- -

(6) That Muhammad Bakhtyar, after the taking of Nadiya, sclects
Lakhnauti as his capital,t brings ‘“‘the different parts of that territory
under his sway, and institutes thercin, in every part, the reading of the
khutbah, and the coining of money; and through his praiseworthy cndea-
vours, and those of his Amirs, masjids, colleges, and monasterics, were
founded in those parts.” (Raverty, p. 559).

(7) After some years had passed away, Muhammad akhtyar invades
Tibbat.

* Ed. Bibl. Indica, p. 147, 1. 12. Major Raverty has left this out.

The conquest of Bihar, in the list of Mu'izzuddin Muhammad’s victories, is styled
the conquest of Adwand Bihir / )(4? d3)0| ) , for which the printed text has ‘Awand Bihar’
( )f@g dj)i ) . I dare say the word intended is 3|3 ‘High-ground Bihar,’ i. e., South Bihir.
Thus a parganah of Sirkar Munger in South Bihar is called » )qu.Km 3313 Dand Sik’hwarah.
The plain of Bihar north of the Ganges was not conquered by Muhammad Bakhtyar.

+ Raverty, p. 553. In note 6 to p. 550, Major Raverty says that Muhammad Bakhtyir
first presented himself to the Sultan at Lakor, but the text has Dihli (p. 549).

1 It is a curious coincidence that Lakhnauti near the Jamuna, S. W. of Saharanpur
was a Turkmén colony. Vide my A’in text, Vol. I, p. 525, and Atkinson’s N. W. P, Gazetteer,
11, 298.
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(8) He returns discomfited, and is assassinated, immediately on his
return, at Deokot in 602 H.

The invasion of Tibbat may have taken place in 601, as Major Raverty
says; but as Muhammad Bakhtyar had before been for some years engaged
in settling his Lakhnauti territory, it is clear that NadiyA must have been
taken about 594 or 595, i. e., in A. D. 1198 or 1199. Thus, on the authority
of the Tabaqat-—the only authority which we possess for this period—-
the year (599) chosen by Mr. Thomas for the conquest of Bengal is a little
oo late; but the year 590, fixed upon by Major Raverty, is impossible as
being to early.

The conquest of Mahoba by Qutb and the arrival of Muhammad Bakht-
yar’s presents, which according to the Tdj ul-Madsir and Firishtah took
place in 599, involve therefore no contradiction as far as chronology is
concerned.

We may now safely assume that the conquest of Bengal by Muhammad
Bakhtyar took place about 1198-9 A. D.

Before proceeding to the next point, I have to make a remark on the
name of Qutbuddin Aibak, of the Paralyzed Hand, though I had thought
that Mr. Thomas had set this question at rest. The text of the Bibl. Indica
Edition of the Tabaqat (p. 13) Major Raverty’s MSS. have clearly the
same words—has the following—
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If the editor had given more diacritical marks, he would have written

Sk or still better SEEks shikastagié, with thc yd i tankir, as in

J(.a. Jjamdle. The literal translation is-—

OQutwardly he had no comcliness, and his little finger [of one hand] possessed an
infirmity. For this reason they called him Aibak i sahll [Aibak with the paralyzed hand].

Major Raverty translates—

He possessed no outward comeliness; an€ the little finger [of one hand?] had a fracture,
and on that account he used to be styled Ibak i Shil. [The powerless-fingered.]

In a footnote he says that the words w0 jl in the printed text are not
correct and spoil the sense.

But, firstly, ‘shikastagi’ is an abstract noun, and does not mean ‘a
fracture’, but ‘weakness, infirmity’ ; ‘a fracture’ would be the noun
‘shikast.’* There is no evidence that his finger was actually broken; for

<

*Gf. CJ) and Jo.gsu) H e 4 wash, and f.»..(w the state following a wash,

i. e., cleanness; and many others.
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Aibak is not called “Aibak of the broken finger.” Secondly, the words az
dast, which Major Raverty condemns, are absolutely necessary; for if left
out, paid might refer to his little toe [ § jl padd]. Thirdly, therc is no
Persian word shil, meaning ‘soft, paralyzed’, and an Arabic word shal,
meaning ‘withered’; but the Persians use the Arabic shal, or rather shall,
‘having a withered hand’. Fourthly, Major Raverty says that ibak in
Turkis means ‘finger’; hence ‘Ibak’ alonc cannot be the real namc of
Qutbuddin, but ‘Jbak-i-shil’. Supposing this name to be correct, the izdfat
must be cancelled, and the words should be inverted, ‘shil-ibak.’* But in
all Turkish dictionaries that 1 have been able to consult, {bak is stated to
mean ‘a crest’, ‘a comb’, not ‘a finger’; nor is aibak, or ebak, given with the
meaning ‘finger-cut ’ as stated by Major Lees in the Journal of the Royal
Asiatic Society,} but in the sense of ‘idol’, and thc Shams-ullu-ghdt gives
the ctymology &Js 1, i e, se e, ‘Lord of the moon’.

Mr. Thomas, therefore, is quite correct in looking upon Aibak as the
original name, and this is confirmed by mural testimony. It morcover
agrees with Aibak’s history. As he was captured and sold, when a child,
he must have been a heathen; for Musalmans cannot be sold, least of all
to a Q4zi who administers justice. Hence Aibak’s name m st have been a
heathenish (Turkish) name; and neither ‘Qutbuddin’, nor ‘Ibak-shil’
which contains a rare Arabic word, can possibly have been his name.

If we could attach the lightest weight to the legend on Qutbuddin
Aibak’s coinage as given by Major Raverty on p. 525 of his translation,
Major Raverty would be refuted by his own remarks; for in the legend
Qutbuddin is merely called ‘Aibak’, as on inscriptions and in several
places of the Tabaqdt. I, too, have a work in my possession on the
‘Coins of the Salatin i Hind’, a modern demi-quarto Dihli lithograph, based
on Sayyid Ahmad's Asdr wganddid, and I dare say I have discovered the
source of Major Raverty’s information. But any one that has worked for
six months among Indian coins, will reject the legend as unnumismatic.
The same must be said of Major RaVerty’s inscription on the coinage of
Aram Shah, Aibak’s son.?}

* This is required by the Persian idiom; for you say skikastah-pd, ‘a man whosc foot
is broken’; ranjidah-dil; shash-anqusht ‘a man who has six fingers’; hence at least shal-ibak.

tJ. R. A, S, Vol. 111, 1868, p. 438. He has transferred to aibak the meaning of shall,

3 It is odd that the printer’s devil should have left his mark on Major Raverty’s
legend of A’ram Shah pseudo-coin; the devil has haza la ditham, &c., and 1 agree with
him.

T take this opportunity to justify Abul-Fazl. Major Raverty says (p. 529)—“Abul-
Fazl makes the astonishing statement that A’rém Shih was Quthuddin’s brother!” Abul-
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The Turkish word .l di, ‘a moon’, occurs also in other names of

Indian history; but the oldest dictionaries give the pronunciation &.
Thus in Ai-tigin or E-tigin, and Ai-lititimish, the emperor “Altamsh”,
the shortened Indian spelling and pronunciation of whose name has bcen
proved by metrical passages, inscriptions, and good MSS., to be Eltitmish,
Htitmish, Eltimish, and Elitmish. I look upon Major Raverty's spelling
‘I-yal-timish’ as behind modern research.*

The next point which claims our attention is the name of the Muham-
madan conqueror of Bengal. The only thing we knew hitherto (and I
believe it is all we know now) is that the conqueror of Bengal was called

Muhammad Bakhtyar,
and that the name of his paternal uncle was
Muhammad Mahmdad.

The names of these two persons Major Raverty breaks up, by intro-
ducing an artificial izdfat, or sign of the genitive, into four namecs, .z
Muhammad-i-Bakhtyar, and Muhammad-i-Mahmuad. This would give, il
correct, the following genealogical tree—

Mahmud

4 A ~
1. Bakhtyar 2. Muhammad

Muhammad
(conqueror of Bengal)

Major Raverty says in explanation that “in his older MSS.” the word
bin, or son, is inserted between the words Muhammad and Bakhtyar in the
heading of Chapter V, which contains the biography of the conqueror of
Bengal; hence the conqueror of Bengal was Muhammad, and “the father’s

Fazl states twice and distinctly that A’rameShah was Aibak’s son; vide my Ain text, pp.
ot¥e and OMI™.

* Major Raverty introduces dangerous innovations in other names. I only speak of
names that occur in pp. 500 to 600. On page 577, he speaks of a “Salar (a leader, chief)
Zaflir.”” This should be ‘Salar Zafar’ where Salar belongs to the name. “Zaffir” is not used
in names. He calls the town of Kalpi “Kalbi”; Guhram, “Kuhram™; Badaon, “Buda’un’;
Sarsuti, “Sursuti”; Siwistan, “Siwastan"; Jumida, “Jamad{”’; Shaikh-ul->A’rifin, “Shaikh-
ul-'A’rifain’; ‘Tazkirah, “Tazkarah’; Abu Bakr, “Abu Bikr”; shajarah, “shajirah”; Siraj,
“Sardj™; Dindjpar, “Dinjapir’”; Waina-Ganga, *Wana-Gangd’'; Godawari, “Guadawtri’’;
Raisin, “Rasin”; Chutiya Nagpur, “Chhotah Nagpur”; A'caf, “A’¢if*'; Jharkhand, “Jhar-
kundah”; Karamnasa, “Karmahnasah”; Bikrampur, “‘Bikrampir’’; Dak’hin, “Dak’han”.
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name, it appcars, was Bakhtyar, the son of Mahmud.”* It is not stated
in how many MSS. this din occurs; but though it occur in the heading, it
never occurs in the text.t Nor does the word bin occur in the MSS. of the
Tdj ul-Madsir, in Firishtah, the Tabaqdt | Akbari, Baddoni, and later writers,
though the authors of these histories must have had very good MSS. of the
Tabaqat i Nagiri, some of which in all probability were older than those in
Major Raverty’s possession. Hence I look upon the correctness of the soli-
tary bin in the heading of some of Major Raverty’s MSS. as doubtful. Further,
supposing bin to be correct, is it not strange, nay totally un-Persian, to
speak continually of Muhammad-bin-Bakhtyidr, or Muhammad-i-Bakht-
yar, instcad of using the single name of Muhammad. This would be Arabic
usage. Thirdly, if Mahmud were the grandfather, it would have been
extraordinary on the part ol the author to have left out the grandfather in
the heading and in the beginning of the chapter, when Muhammad Bakht-
yar’s descent is spoken of, and merely incidentally to mention it in connec-
tion with the paternal uncle. Lastly, the use of the lzdfat, instcad of bin
or pisar (son), is restricted to poetry, and does not occur in prose.} 1 sce,

* Page 539, of his translation.

1 The name of Muhammad Bakhtyir occurs more than thirty times in Major Raverty’s
chapters V and VI (pp. 518 to 576); but in cvery case Major Raverty gives Muhummad-i-
Bakhtyar, i.e., the [zifal. Hence his MSS. have no bins in the text. In the heading of Chapter
VI, there is no din, though Major Raverty puts it in; he trics even to do so in the heading
to Chapter VIII, in the name of Husimuddin® Iwaz, and “oncortwo authors” get the credit
of it.

I In fact, it is rare in poctry, and pocts do not cven like to usc this Lzdfat, unless it is
long o0b metrum, or unless it stand in syllables where it cannot be mistaken for what Prosodians
call the nim-fathah. 1 have also met with it in the prose legends of coins, where ibn was left
out Lo save space.

Major Raverty writes several other names in the same chapters with this impossible
Izdfat. Thus he gives the murderer of Muhammad Bakhtyar the name of ‘Ali-i-Mardan,
i. e., "Ali, the son of Mardan. But Mardan, by itself, is no Muhammadan name, nor is Sheran
by itself. We cannot writc Muhammad-i-Sheran, Ahmad-i-Sheran, making Sheran the
father. *Ali Marddn means *Ali (who is as valiant as) many men; Muhammad Sheran=
Muhammad (who is equal to) many lions. The distinguished ’Ali Mardan, for example,
under Shahjahan, cannot be called ’Ali-i-Mardan, 7. e., ’Ali, son of Mardan, becausc his
{ather’s name was Ganj *Ali (1 have purposely written “Ganj "Ali” without fzdfat). Would
Major Raverty write the name of Jami's patron Mir *Ali-i-Sher; or Muhammad Huméyun’s
name, Muhammad-i-Humayian; or Muhammad Akbar’s name, Muhammad-i-Akbar ?
The form of thc name of Muhammad-i-Sari, on whose name Major Raverty has built a
hypothesis (Journal, A. S. Bengal, for 1875, p. 31) is doubtflul for this Izdfat. On p. 573,
two brothers are mentioned, Muhammad Sheran and Ahmad Sheran, and Major Raverty
looks upon this as a proof that the Izafal must be read, *‘as two brothers would not be so
entitled.” A glance at a Muhammadan school register would show that Major Raverty's
opinion is against facts. Supposing a father’s name is "Ali Sheran, he would call his son
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therefore, no reason to change the name of the conqueror of Bengal, as pro-
posed by Major Raverty.

A point of some importance is the fact prominenly noticed by Major
Raverty that the establishment of Muhammadan rule in Bihar and Bengal
has nothing to do with the Muhammadan kingdom cstablished at Dihli.
Muhammad Bakhtyar is an independent conqueror, though he acknowledged
the suzerainty of Ghaznin, of which he was a subjcct. The presents which
he occasionally sent to Dihli, do not alter the case: a similar interchange
took place between the kings of the Dak'hin and the later kings of Dihli.
Bihar and Bengal were conquered without help from Qutbuddin, and in
all probability without his instigation or knowledge. This view cntirely
agrees with the way which Minh4j-i-Sirdj speaks of the Mu'izzi Sultans
and their co-ordinate position.

Major Raverty’s identification of Muhammad Bakhtyar’s jagir lands
with the parganahs ofBhagwatand Bhoili, south of Banaras and cast
of Chanérgarh, is very satisfactory. Bhoili, ( ub &) 1find, is mentioned

in the Ain i Akbari, wherc it is spelt ‘Bholi’ (uj).(’) It belonged to Sirkar

Chanar (Chanadh), the chicftown of which was the well known fort of
Chanér. Under Akbar, Bhoili mcasured 18,975 bighahs 10 biswas, and was
assessed at 1,112,656 ddms, of which 33,605 ddms were sayurghdl or rent-
free land. Regarding Bhagwat, Llliot says~-*This parganah, previous
to the conquest effected by the Gautams, was held by Jami ’ar Khan
Gaharwar, whose defence of the fort of Patitah is a favoritc theme with the
people. The old name of this parganah is H a n o a, which was extinct before
the time of Jami’at Khan, when it was known only as Bhagwat.”"*
Muhammad Sheran, Ahmad Sheran, Mahumud Sherin; or it Bazl 1 Haq, the sons would
be called Fazl i Haq, Lutf i Haq, &c.

Of coursc, it is different with the takhallug, or nom-de-plume, of Persian writers. Thus we
may say Minhdj-i-Sir4j, just as we say Muglihuddin-i-Sa’di. But cven in such instances the
izdfat is not de rigeur. But “Minhaj-i-Sirdj” does not mean in prosc “Minhaj, the son of Siraj’,
but ‘Minhaj, who writes under the name of Sirdj.” That the father’s name was Sirdj has
nothing to do with it: many poets chose the name of the father as takhallug.

How ill-placed some of Major Raverty's Tzdfats are may be seen from the name of the
Bengal Sultan Firtz Shah (11) in note 6, on p. 582, where besides Shah-i-Jahan is a wrong
reading. Nor has ke cver been called a ‘Pathéan’.

* Beames, Elliot’s Races of the N. W. P., 11, p. 119, The name of Bhagwat, therefore,
occurs already in the Tabagdt i Nagiri. Neither Bhagwat nor Hanoa is given in the Ain. I have
not found Major Raverty’s Kuntilah on the maps. Its longitude and latitude, as given by
him or p. 550, almost coincide with those of the town of Kuntit (u.\.;;{) , which up
to the time of the Mughul (Chaghtai) Dynasty was a sort of frontier town, and is therefore
occasionally mentioned by historians. But Major Raverty’s Kuntilah (Lat, 25°7'; Long.
82°35") lies too far to the west,
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The narrative of Muhammad Bakhtyar’s expedition to Tibbat involves
one or two geographical difficulties, which neither the restored text nor
Major Raverty’s copious notes have entirely removed. The traflic between
Bengal and Tibbat in those days, and even up to the reign of Akbar, seems
to have been very considerable. Minhaj speaks of no less than thirty-five
roads into Tibbat between the bend of the Brahmaputra and Tirhut. To onc
of these Major Raverty’s MSS. give the (slightly doubtful) name of
‘Mahamhii Pass.” The traffic consisted chiefly in gold, copper, lead, musk,
yak tails, honey, borax, falcons, and hill ponies ({@ng’han). Ralph Fitch*
mentions Chichdkot as the principal emporium in the (now British)
Duars.

The whole tract south of Bhitan frequently changed rulers. The Rajas
of Kamrup, the Ahoms, the Kamatd, and aficr them the Koch Rajas, scem
to have in turn held the Duars and lost them to the Bhits.

It is difficult to say what motives Muhammad Bakhtyar had to invade
Tibbat. 1t was perhaps, as Minhdj says, ambition; but it we consider how
small a part of Bengal was rcally in his power, his expedition to Tibbat
borders on foolhardiness. He secems to have set out from Lakhn’mti or
Decokot under the guidance of one *Ali, who is said to have been a chief of
the Mech tribe, and marched to Bardhankot (Vardhanakati). From
the way in which Minhaj mentions this town, it looks as if it had lain beyond
the fronticr of Muhammad Bakhtyar's possessions, though there is no doubt
as to its identity. The ruins of Bard hanko ¢ lie due north of Bagura
(Bogra), in Long. 897 28’, Lat. 25° 8 25", close o Govindganj, on the
Karataya River.t According to Minhaj, a large river flows in front
(dar pesh) of the wown. This can only refer to the Karataya, which formed
50 long the boundary of ancient Muhammadan Bengal and the Kamrap,
and later of the Koch and Koch-Hajo, dominions; in fact it was the bound-

The fact that some MSS. of the Tabagat give Bhagwat and Bhoili, and others Patitah
and Kuntilah (?). is curious.

* Vide Journal, A. S. Bengal, 1873, Pt 1, p. 240. Tn 1861, Major Sherwill estimated the
number of hill-ponics brought for sale to the %air at Nek-Mardan, 40 miles north-west  of
Dinajpuar, at 3000.

+ Not far from Ghoraghat. Sheet 119 of the Indian Atlas shews the “Rajbari” of the
Bardhankot Rajas. Vide Westmacott in J. A, S. B., 1875, Pt. 1, p. 188.

Major Raverty has not identified Bardhankot, and has therefore been misled to place
it north of Sikkim (p. 562, note); hence it is no wonder that he finds diserepancies in Minhaj's
statements respecting the river and the bridge mentioned further on. But there are none,
Col. Dalton’s attempt at identifying the bridge with that of Sil Hako (J. A. S, B., XX, p. 201),
and the river with the Brahmaputra, is now likewise disposed of. The only difficulty that is
left o be solved is the identification of the Tibbatan town of Karbatan (?), for which cach
MS. almost has a different lectio.

10
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ary between Bengal and Kamrip at the time of the Mahabharat. Though
the river in front of Bardhankot is said to have had the name of ‘Bagmati’, no
other river than the Karataya can possibly be meant.* Along the Karataya,
then, Muhammad Bakhtyir marched northward, under the guidance of *Ali
the Mech, for ten days. We have to bear in mind that the Karataya in
former times was connected by branches with the Tista, (Trisrota) and that
the Tista before 1784 flowed west of the Karataya, joined the Atrai, and
fell into the main branch of the Ganges (Padma). Thus even as late as last
century, as a glance on Map V of Rannell’s Atlas will show. The ten days’
march, therefore, extended along the Karataya and the Tistd, which of all
Bengal rivers extends farthest into Tibbat. There is little doubt that this
was along the frontier of the territory of the R4ja of Kamrup. Before the
tenth day, they were among the mountains, and on the tent they reached
a bridge of hewn stone, consisting of twenty-odd arches. This bridge must
have been in the neighbourhood of Dorzheling, or, as we spell it, Darjeel-
ing.} ’Ali the Mech seems to have here taken leave of Muhammad Bakht-
yar. Even at the present day, thc boundary separating the Meches from
the hill tribes, is about twelve miles due south of Darjeeling, near Panka-
barf from here we have insuflicient particulars regarding Muhammad
Bakhtyar’s march. All that is said is, that after passing the bridge the
troops wended their way, unmolested apparently, stages and journeys
through defiles and passes, ascending and descending among lofty moun-
tains. On the sixtcenth day the open country of Tibbat was reached.
Everywhere they had passed through populous villages. After plundering
the country and defeating with heavy losses a hostile army near a fort in
the neighbourhood of a town (called Karbatan?), Muhammad Bakhtyar
resolved to return. Since he returns by the way he had come, the direction
of his march from Darjeeling must have been northward}; for if he had

* Regarding the changes in the courses of thé Karataya and Tista, vide Buchanan,
and Glazier’s Rungpore Report, p. 2.
* ¥ The Muhammadans write ._,(i.l?:)]o Darjiling. Major Mainwaring tells me
that the correct pronunciation is Dorzheling, J,U)")o, with a short ‘o and a short
accented ¢. The straight distance from Bardhankot to Darjecling itself would be nearly
160 miles.

I find that Sayyid Ahmad in his edition of the Tuzuk i Jahangiri (p. 115) gives Darjiling
in connexion with Pegu, in the sentence
“the Maghs whose country is adjacent to Pegu-Darjiling.” But I conjecture that this is a
mistake for &&)) p) )..Q;.. Pegti and Arkhang, ‘Pegu and Arrakan’.

1 Major Raverty suggests the route which Turner went in 1783, through Sikkim to-
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deviated to the west into Nepal, he would certainly have retreated south-
ward into Tirhut. The retreat was disastrous, as the people had removed
from the line of march and had burnt everything. After fiftcen days of
privation, Muhammad Bakhtyéar issued from the mount. ns into the country
of Kdmrup, and reached the hcad of the bridge. The guards which he had
left there, had deserted their post; the Hindds of Kamrip had come and
destroyed the bridge, and Muhammad Bakhtyar occupied a strong temple
near the bridge. He was now besieged by crowds of Kamrip Hindus.
With difficulty did the thinned army cut through the besiegers and hasten
to the river. Most of the Musalmans perished; only Muhammad Bakhtyar
with a few horsemen reached the other bank. There they were again assist-
ed by Meches, the kinsmen of "Ali, who rendered him great assistance until
he reached Deokot, or Damdamah, south of Dinajpur.

Muhamimad Bakhtyar from anguish became ill and took to his bed,
when *Ali Mardan assassinated him (602 A. H.) at Deokot.*

Major Raverty is inclined to place Deokot north of Dinajpur; but the
position is well known. Parganah Deokot still exists, and the old Muham-
madan ruins at Gangarampur, near Damdamabh, the large tanks, and the
discovery there of the oldest Bengal inscriptions, fix the site of the ancient
Dcokot. :

The additional lectiones of geographical names which Major Raverty
gives, enable me to identify threec more places mentioned in the Tabaqat,
viz, Santosh, Masidhd, and K angor,} of which the last was the
fief of Husam-uddin 'lwaz. Santosh, which lower down is identified
with Mahiganj on the eastern bank of the Atrai River, contained,
according to the Tabaqat, the tomb of Muhammad Sheran, the successor of

wards the Sangpd, and I agree with him, though I do not belicve that Muhammad Bakhty4r
reached that river.

* Regarding the regins of Muhammad Bakhtyar's immediate successors, 1 would refer
Major Raverty to Mr. Thomas’s “Initial Coinage of Bengal, No. I1,” in J.A.S.B., 1873,
p. 348, and Proc., A. S. B, 1872, p. 202.

t The MSS. have _wghian , ( puyhiie and 30360 | Bk, 33l and u))‘”’

k,“))i"‘{ and scveral other lectiones; vide §. A. S. B., 1873, p. 212, notef. T hcknf in

33wk must be wrong; it arosc very likely from the sign of fathah above the initial
mim, and the corrcct name is 8Swe or (BSguws or (bdM’ Masidha or Masidha,
Bengalice Mosidh4, which is mentioned as an old place inthe A in and in Buchanan’s
Dinajepoor. Major Raverty identifies ‘Maksidah’ with the ‘“Maxadabad” of the old travel-
lers; but Maxadabad is Maqgudabad (00] 0).43.40), the earlier name of Murshidabad.

Magqgudabad, however, is itself not older than the 16th century.
I prefer the text reading w)KA? Bangaon, a wellknown place near Deokot, to
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Bakhtyar Khilji. The three places lie in adjacent parganahs, and lic all
south-east of parganah Deokot, as shewn on Sheet 119 of the Indian Atlas.
The correctness of my conjecture regarding the name of Santosh has
thus been verified by Major Raverty’s MSS., and its identification shews
that M asidha4, which is mentioned with it, is likewise correct. The
situation of these parganahs agrces with the small extent of the Lakhanuti
territory under the first Muhammadan rulers; for they lie between Deokot
and the Karataya, which was the frontier. In fact Husam-uddin ‘Iwaz
was the first that brought the whole territory of Gaur under control.

The places that are still doubtful in the Bengal geography of the
Tabaqat, are NAdrankoi or Narkoti, for which other works have
‘Barsal’; and Sanknéat, which is very likely the name of a region
cast of the Karataya.

Major Raverty’s assertion* (pp. 582, 559) that Lakhnauti was called
by the emperor Humayan ‘Bakhtabad’, and the whole district ‘Jannatabad’,
is untenable. The Akbarnamah only mentions ‘Jannatabad’.

Regarding Jajnagar and its identification with the castern parts of the
Cientral Provinces, Chutiyd Nagpur,t and the Tributary Mahalls in Western
Orisa, Major Raverty has come to the same conclusion as I had. His identifi-
cation of the frontier district Katdsinor Katasiu with a place of the
name of Katasingh on the northern bank of the Mahanadi in the Tributary
Major Raverty’s ‘Bekanwah’. The spelling ‘Kons’ for ‘Kosi’, the river Kosi (Raverty, p. 578),
may also be an crror ol the copyists, the final yé having been mistaken for the tail (ddirak)
of the sin.

* HMis source is a MS. of the Ahuldcat-uttawdrikh (a modern work). I have a suspicion
that ‘Bakhtabad’ is a copyist’s error, and that the ipitial b is the Persian preposition ba, as
in Gaur ré mausim ba-Jannatibdd sikht, where oU tﬁ:}g has been drawn  together (o
oby Uiy .

Major Raverty's ‘Arkhnak’ (p. 539) is a wrong reading for ‘Arkhang’ or ‘Rakhang’.
“Parganah Jasidah™ (p. 593)—said to have been turned by Europcan into Jessore’-—

is a copyist’s error for ‘Parganah Chittdah’, (200 miles from Jessore) which was the fronticr
between Bengal and Orrisa; side Ain tramlation, Index. Besides, where does the Persian

author of the Haft Iglim get the Hindi 3 from ? and how can hc give the revenue of Bengal
under Jahangir, when the book was written in 1002 (vide Ain translation, I, p. 508) ? Again,
the word uf.!fg.} ‘uncultivated tract’ of Sirkar Madaran (p. 592, last line) is a mistake for
\‘JLA(Z‘- confines, frontier; but fidydn docs not mean ‘lower parts’, as translated on p. 568, note.

+ Major Raverty's spelling Chhotah Nagpur has often been shewn to be erroncous,
as the correct name is ChutiyA Nagpuar ((5.\.? ), from the old capital Chutiya, near

Ranchi. The spellings Chbar-kund and Jhar-kundah involve a wrong ctymology, the correct
name being Jhar-khand, ‘bush-district’, as Bundel-khand, ‘the Bundela district’, from

@3, a district, not from FJ, a well.
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Mahall of Angul is not yet quite clear to me. I cannot find the place on the
map, and the narrative of the Tabaqgat implies a place nearer to Western
Bengal. The capital of Jajnagar, which in the MSS. is called Umardan
( o9yl ) remains to be identified. Major Raverty hints at the possibility
of Umardan being Amakantak, the highest point and watershed of the
castern parts of the Central Provinces. That rocky, wild, and inaccessible
‘region is scarcely a fit place for the capital of what must have been a large
state.*

As the border land to the west of Jijnagar Major Raverty mentions
Garha-Katanga; and then he says (p. 587), quoting the AMa’dan-i-Akhbar
{ Ahmadi, that “on the N. it is close to the Bhatah territory [the Bhati of
the Ain i Akbari], and S. is close to the Dakhan.” But this is an extraordi-
nary confusion of names, partly due to the author of the AMa’dan, especial-
ly if he wrote Bhatah with a long 4. He mecans Bhiat’h, or Bhat-ghora, the
mountainous tract south of Allahdbad, whilst Bhati is the name of the Sun-
darban region along the Bay of Bengal. The Tabaqgat is, indeed, the oldest
work in which Bhatghord mentioned. The district was plundered by
Qamaruddin Timur Khan, who had also been fighting with the aboriginal
tribe of the Mudsis.t In Major Raverty’s quotation from the Jami'-ulla-
warikh (a modern compilation without value), the Bhati-Sundarban is placed
West of Bengal;* and in the quotation a little further on (which like the
preceding is taken from the Ain i Akbari),—“In the sarkar of Mangir,
“from the river Gang to the Koh i Sangin [the Stony Mountains], they
“have drawn a wall, and account it the boundary of Bengal”, a wrong izafat
spoils the sense: Abul Fazl says that in Sirkdr Munger, from the Ganges
to the mountains [Rajmahall Hills], they have drawn a stone wall, &c. He
means the stone wall near Gadhi or Garhi (Telidgarhi).§

We now turn to the middle period of the Muhammadan history of
Bengal, for the clucidation of which a few new and interesting particulars
have come to hand. They throw furthgr light on the reigns of R4ja Kans
and Mahmud Shah 1.

* The name of Hill Gundamardan, in Long. 83° and Lat, 20° 55, in Bor4asambhar,
bas the same ending as Umardan.

1 Vide 'Tabagat, Ed. Bibl. Indica, p. 247; Beames, Elliot’s Races of the N. W. Provinces,
I1, 164; §. A. 8. B., 1874, Pt. 1, p. 240, note.

¥ Regarding the ‘Manik,” vide J. A. S. B., 1874, Pt. 1, p. 204,

§ Major Raverty, on p. 592, mentions the Afghan Zamindar of Birbhum and Jdtnagar—-
the italics, 1 daresay, imply a rcference to Jajnagar. The Zamindar’s family the descendants
of a real Pathén for once, are well-known; but Fdinagar is a mistake of ‘Rajnagar’.
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R4ja Kiéns.
(A. H. 808 to 817; A. D. 1405 to 1414.)

It was mentioned before that Mr. Westmacott identified R4ja Kéns
with the well known, but hitherto legendary, R4ja, or Hdkim, Ganesh of
Din4jpur. I look upon this identification as open to doubt. ‘Ganesh’ is
a very common name, and the god with the elephant’s trunk is so generally
known throughout India, that even Muhammadans may be fairly assumed
to be acquainted with his name. But all MSS. spell the R4ja’s name _ui¥
Kidns, not u..glf Ganés; and 1 am inclined to adhere to the spelling of
the MSS. and read the name as Kdns or Kansa. This would indeed be the
name which Krishna’s enemy, the tyrant of Mathurd, bore. I do not
think that the name is now in use, or has been in use in Bengal since the
spread of Chaitanya’s Krishna-cultus. But R4ja Kans lived just a hundred
years before Chaitanya, and the name might not then have been so unusual
as it would now be. Further, R4ja Kdéns is styled ‘R4ja of Bhaturiah’,
and R4ja Ganes ‘Ré4ja of Dindjpir’. But Bhatiriah does not include
Din4jpur; for ‘Parganah’ Bhatdriah lies far to the south of Dinajpur Dis-
trict, in R4jshahi proper, between Amrul and Bagura. But the name ‘Bha-
turiah’ is also used in a more extensive sense, and signifies Northern Rajshahi
proper. It thus formed part of Barendra, whilst Dinajpuar with the northern
districts formed the old division of Nivritti. Now the Barendra Brahmans,
as Dr. Wisc tells me, say that their social classification was made by one
Raja Kians Nérdyana of Tahirptr R4jshahi; and as Téhirpur belongs to
Bhaturiah (vide Map VI of Rennell’s Atlas), there is just a possibility that
the statement of the Barendra Brdhmans may give us a clue and help us to
identify the historical R4ja Kéns.

I have no doubt that the name of the district of Ra4jshé&hi is con-
nected with Raja Kans; for just as Mahmudshihi, Birbaksh4hi, and other
names in the neighbourhood of R4jshéhi refer to the Bengal kings Mahmud
Shah and Barbak Shéh, so can Rajshahi, i.e., R4ja-shahi, only refer to the
R4ja who was ‘the Shah’, 7., to a Hmdu Ra_]é who ascended a Musalman
throne. In its shortened form, Réjshéhl is certainly a muost extraordinary
hybrid; for the Hindi r4j is the same as the Persian shdhi.

It was remarked in the first part of these ‘Contributions to Bengal
Geography and History’ that R4ja Kans did probably not issue coins in
his own name. We know, however, that coins were issued during his reign,
viz., posthumous coins of A’zam Shéh, during whose reign Réaja Kans rose
to influence, and coins in the name of one Biyazid Shah. The latter issue
was described by me before, and bears, as far as is now known, the years
812 and 816; the former was brought to the notice of the Society by the



Contributions to the Geography and History of Bengal 151

Hon’ble E. C. Bayley (vide J. A. S. B., 1874, p. 294, note). I can now
give a figure of the posthumous coinage: two specimens were lately brought
for the Society’s cabinet,* clearly dated 812 (vide Pl. XI, Fig. 1). They
weigh 164-69 and 165:7 grains respectively.

Mahmid Shih I
(A. H. 846 to 864; A. D. 1442 to 1459)

The chronology of the reign of this king, which was hitherto one of the
obscurest portions of Bengal History, has been further cleared up by a small
but important trouvaille of eight silver coins struck by him. The coins were
found by Major W. W. Hume at Mahasthan (Mostan) Garh, seven miles
north of Bagurad: four of them were sent to the Society by Mr. C. J.
O’Donnell, C. S., who in the last number of the Journal gave a description
of the place, and the other four were received from Mr. E. Vesey West-
macott, C. S. The eight coins have been figured on Pl. XI, Nos. 2 to 9.
Five of them have years, so that the ascertained dates of Mahmuid Shah’s
reign are now—=846, 84*, 852, 858, 859, 861, 862, 863, 28th Zil Hajjah 863.

Nos. 2, 3, and 9 of the coins are very rude specimens of engraving;
and if the last had not been found together with the others, I would be
inclined to attribute it to Mahmud Shah 11., as the kunyah looks more like
‘Abul Mujahid’ than like ‘Abul Mujaffar’. All the coins bear numerous
shroffmarks.t

1. Vide Pl. XI, No. 2. New variety. Silver. A. H. 84* No mint-town.
Weight, 164-97 grains.

(OBVERSE —++ vcvvrreornrnsnerneunen. AT u“)}) ._\‘.'3(» ‘»5‘”
J‘/[{I}’lgi]l—«A-A"* S VP ,_‘)j,o
REVERSE— lbhw i Oyexe }ék'u.'l 2 cﬁ"‘*" 5 b)) )0(3

* Together with five silver coins of Muhammad Shah, son of R4ja Kans, dated 818,
819, 822, 823, 826. The hitherto ascertained years of his reign were 818, 821, and 831.
Mr. W. L. Martin also sent me latcly a Muhammad Shah of the same type as published by
me. It was dug up ncar Madhuptirah, Northetn Bhagalpur, which belonged to Bengal.

1 The object of these marks, which are common cven on carly Bengal coins, was to
depreciate the coins. The real commerce of the country was carried on in cowrics, as no
copper was issued; and it suited the bankers and moncy-changers, when coins bearing
the new ycar were issued, arbitrarily to declare that the coins of the past year, and those
of all previous ycars, were no longer kullddr ( ),UJ{ , from the Arabic kull, all), i. e., all-
having, of full value. Hence they disfigured the coins, to the great loss of the public, by small
circular stamps, or longitudinal notches, so that it is a wonder that so many coins have come
down to us with clear dates. Coins of former ycars, or coins thus marked by shroffs ( - 1),0 ),
were often called sandt, pl. of sanah, a year. Vide also Buchanan (Martin’s Edition), II, p. 1006.
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The legend is the same as on Col. Hyde’s unique Mahmud Shidh of
846, published by me in J. A. S. B., 1874, p. 295.

2. Vide PL. XI, No. 3. Obverse as reverse of No. 1; Reverse illegible,
probably the same as in Nos. 5, 7, 8, 9. Weight, 165-65 grains.

3. Vide Pl. XI, No. 4. A. H. 852. Weight, 164-41 grains.

Osverse—as in No. 3.
A/[argin—-—,\ oy \.5,. ......... g’_,jé
RevERsE—silalw 5 e ] W&

4. Vide Pl. XI, No. 5. Weight, 164-49 grains. A. H. 858. Struck at
Mahmudabad.

OBVERSE—-As in No. 3.

REVERSE—ollogesve  ADA ale SIA WI 3 rumﬁl @yé A0

5. Vide Pl. X1, No. 6. Weight, 165-68 grains. Mahmudibad ?

The legend of both faces as on Col. Hyde’s coin.

6. Vide Pl. XI, No. 7. Weight, 166-2 grains. A. H. 862. The obverse
contains the lozenge and square, and the empty spaces of the corners are
filled with little crosses, as on Col. Hydc’s coin. The reverse contains nine
scollops along the margin.

Obverse and reverse as in coin No. 5, but no mint town.

7. Vide P1. XI, No. 8. Weight, 164-28 grains. A. H. 862. The obverse
and reverse have each ten scollops along the margin. Legend as in coin
No. 5. The year is expressedly A4pP & u&,

8. Vide Pl. XI, No. 9. Weight, 164-77 érains. Legend as in proceeding,
but no year.

The Mint town of Mahmudabad on coin No. 3 is new. If it does
not refer to some place within the extensive walls of Gaur, it may have
reference to Sirkar Mahmudabad (Western Faridpir and Northern Nadiya).

General Cunningham has sent me a rubbing of the following inscrip-
tion belonging to Mahmud’s reign. The rubbing is taken from inside the
Kotwéli Gate, in Gaur, and refers in all probability to the bridge of five
arches near it.

Syeze el g1 Ay WAl Lol Jotal] Ytk ey 5 §,b33) ade sty
i ) V) R BBy xll ) ek ha] e eelaid] 5 )

The building of this bridge (took place) in the timc of the just king, Nagirud.
duny& waddin Abul Muzaffar Mhmad Shih, the king. On the 5th day
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of Gafar (may God allow the mouth to end with success and victory !} 862 {23rd December,
1457].

The inscription measures 1} ft. by 13 in.* The usual phrase ‘May
God perpetuate his rule and kingdom !" is lelt out.

Béarbak Shah.
(A. H. 864 to 879; A. ID. 1160 to 1474.)

Mr. Westmacott sent me rubbings of two new inscriptions belonging
to the reign of this king. He says regarding them--"The two Barbak Shah
“inscriptions are taken from the tomb of the Muhammadan Pir, or saint,
“known by the name of Mahi Santosh, mentioned by Dr. Buchanan (apud
“Martin’s Eastern India, 11, 667) as being at Mahiganj, on the eastern
“bank of the Atrai, in Thana Potnitald, District Dindjpur. He says that
“the saint has communicated his name to Parganah Santosh, and that
“the most remarkable thing was that his name is said to be Sanskrit.

“Mr. J. P. Sneyd, who was good enough to take the rubbings for me,
“says that the city among the remains of which the tomb is situate, is
“known as Santosh, and that the tombs are said to be those of a lady,
“named Mahi Santosh, and her daughter.

“The larger inscription is over the inner door of the cntrance to the
“tomb; the smaller one is outside the building. 'There are quantitics of
“brick and blocks of stone all about, and the remains of a stone wall, and
“a brick building, said to have been the ‘cutcherry’. The local tradition
“I look upon as almost worthless. Doctor Buchanan and Mr, Sneyd, an
“interval of sixty-six years having clapsed, heard quite different stories about
“the name.

*“I do not think the name Mahi Santosh has anything to do with the
“Muhammadan occupants of the tomb. Santosh is the name of the Parga-
‘“nah, and Mabhi is clearly connected with Mahiganj, ‘th¢ mart of Mabi,’
“and I cannot but connect that with the Buddhist king of the 9th or 10th
“century, Mahi P4l.”

If, as Mr. Sneyd says, the ruins round about Mabhiganj arc called
‘Santosh’, we would have to look for the tomb of Muhammad Sherin,
Bakhtyér’s successor, among them.

The name ‘Mahiganj’ cannot be very old, though ‘Mahi’ may be an
allusion to Mahi P4l. All names ending with the Persian ganj are modern,
and 1 cannot point to a single place ending in ganj that existed, or had
reccived that name, before the 15th and 16th centuries.

* This is the missing inscription No. 37, alluded to on p. 19, Procecdings, A. S. B,
January, 1873.
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The two inscriptions, as is so often the case, have nothing to do with
the tomb. In all probability, the tomb is older than the inscriptions. Tombs
have always been store places for inscriptions of ruined mosques of the
neighbourhood. They add to the sanctity of the tomb, because their charac-
ters are generally fughrd, and therefore unintelligible to the common people;
they are poured over with milk and oil by votaries who look upon them as
powerful amulets, or by the sick who catch the dripping liquid and get
cured.

The larger inscription of the two, which measures 3 ft. by 11 in,, is
as follows:

) u,'\) Wo)) 3 Szaumal) un o rlu g aale Wl Jo g»J) Jus
u(laL.Jl .Jo'_'Jl Sl % L!’ Sxuns]| u.u x Kox) \_5: lfas AT
i Ogexue o) ki slagyyb c.\b(:u”)ﬂ u.‘d!l) RV uf) k) (!

Uts")‘"' (hs.n u‘a (S ) L."w")? L'J(A ),j” C.ll rb’«'\ u(; L_"’b‘” uﬂaLqu
‘The prophet (upon whom be blessings !) said, ‘He who builds the mosque in the world,
will have seventy castles built by God in paradise.” This mosque was built in the time of
the just prince, the king who is the son of a king, Rukn uddunya waddin Abul
Mujahid Barbak Shah, the king, son of Mahmud Shah the king. The
builder is the great Khan Ulugh Iqrar Khéan (one word unintelligible*) the great

Khan Ashraf Khan., 865 [A. D. 1460-61.] '
The builder of the mosque, Ulugh Iqrar Khan, is clearly the
same as the one mentioned in Mr. Westmacott’s Barbak Shah inscription
from Dinéjpur, published in J. A. S. B., 1873, p. 272, and no doubt is now
left regarding the correct reading of the name. The characters of this

inscription are well formed.

The smaller inscription measures 1 ft. 5 inch. by 8} inch., and consists
like the preceding of two lines. Of the first line only the beginning Js
rl\mJ] e ‘the Prophet says’, is legible. Of the second line I can with some

difficulty decipher the following:-—

3 . . . { .
B3 =207 =35 3} ILXTRRLEE C}; ‘,bg,l) ‘,bg))y s O] u”
The Mosque was built by the great and exalted Khan Ulugh...... , Vazir of the

townknownasBArbakabadMakan,876 (A. D. 1471-72}.
* The doubtful word bawasti is legible enough, but T do not understand the meaning.
It must be a word expressing relationship. Could it be ,:ml)J for MIJJ , daughter’s son ?
The date is clear in one of Mr. Westmacott’s rubbings.
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13.

14.
15.

16.
17.
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[ ]

15¢

The inscription, incomplete as it is, is so far valuable as it is the latest
of Birbak Sh4h’s reign hitherto discovered. I am not quite sure about the
correctness of the word ‘Makan’ ( o ): there is a long stroke between the
mim and the kdf, and the reading Maskan ( e ) is possible. Nor can I

say with certainty that BArbak 4 b 4d is another name for Santosh*;
‘but the name is so far of interest as it explains the name of Sirkar
Barbakabad. This Sirkdr was assessed in Todar Mall's Rentroll at
17,451,532 dams, or Rs. 436,288, and had to furnish 50 horse and 7000

Amril (Jy ol )

. Baldah Barbakabad ( ob] &yl

by )

. Basdaul . Jyowls )

. Pularhar ()la,)y )

. Pustaul ( Jyius )

. Barbaria (b4p )

. Bangaon ( )Kf\) )

. Paltapar (,,tilly)

. Chhandiabézi ( 3l bokes )
10.
. & 12. Jhasindh and Chaugéon

Chaura ( I)Ja.)

(wfsp 5 Sinles)
Chandlas (_¥Sis )
Chindso ( ymla )
Haveli S{k’h Shahr
(o sebgen ujif)
Dhérmin (L'/')(b" )
Daudpur ( )Jg,ojlo)

however the name again appears,

22.

23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.

32.

. 33.
34.

35.

36.

21. Sherpur and Bahrimpiir

O (e 5090 )
Téhirpir ( )y palb)

Qazihatti (oo _p40)
Kardahé ( bo,)"

Gururhét (Sl ;)

Guhis ( u.,(J )

Ganj Jagdal (JoG & ;yie ¢i)
Gobindptr ( ;5 d.uJ{ )

Kaligai Guthia (4ey & )
Kharal (J),ef)

Kodanagar ( 13,5 )

Kaligai (¥ _J¥)
Lashkarpur ( 5 &)
Malanchipir ( ;y sV )

Masidha (& )
Man Samali ( _Jlow v )

* Parganah Santosh does not occur in Todar Mall’s rentroll. In the later rentrolls,
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18. Sunkérdal, urf NizAmpur 37. Mahmudpur ( yy3 Oyeswe )
(bl Spe Jojbin )
19. Shikérpur ( 3 K5) 38. Vazirpir ( ) y)))

Of these 38 names, four appear to have vanished entirely, viz., Nos. 2,
4, 15, and 31. The others appear also in later scttlements. Many of them
are still 10 be found on sheets 119 and 120 of the Indian Atlas. Two new
parganahs have appeared, viz., Jahdngirptir and Fathjangptr, which clearly
point to the emperor Jahangir and his Bengal governor Ibrahim Khan
Fathjang,* and they may partly occupy the places of the [our lost ones.

The Haveli Parganah of the Sirkar is called Haveli Sik’h Shahr,
instead of Haveli Barbakabad; but 1 cannot identify the name. A small
portion of Sik’h Shahr also belonged to Sirkar Ghoraghat.

No. 25, Gururhat is spelt in the MSS. Guzarhat from guzar, a ford.
It lies to both sides of the mouth of the Mahdnanda.

No. 26, Guhas is spelt on the maps ‘Goas’, and lies south of the present
course of the Podda.

No. 30, Kharal 1s spelt on the maps ‘Kharail’ or ‘Kharael’.

No. 36, Man Samali occurs in the Vth Report as Malsimani, but I
have not identified it.

No. 37, Mahmudptir is called on the maps ‘Muhumudpoor.’t It lies
immediately north of Rampur Boaliya.

Inscriptions belonging to the reign of Barbakshah appear to be more
numerous in Sirkdr Barbakdbad than in other districts; but specimens of
his coinage are rare.

Ydsuf Shah.
(A. H. 879 to 886; A. D. 1474 10 1481.)

About two years ago, Dr. Wise sent me a rubbing of the following
inscription, from the neighbourhood of Dhaka, I believe, but I have mislaid
the reference as to the exact locality. &he inscription measures 2 ft. 8% inch.,
by 10 inch., and consists of threc lines, the first containing the usual Qoran
passages in large letters, the second and third giving the historical parti-

* Ain translation, 1, 511.

1 The two dissyllabic names Ahmad and Mahmid are continually pronounced by
Bengalis in three syllables, ‘Ahamud’, ‘Mahamud’, or *‘Mohomud’, which is then confounded
with Muhammad. Similarly, Bengalis pronounce ‘Rohoman’, for Rahmin; ‘Bokkos,” for
Bakhsh.

I Of the seven known at present, four belong to Barbakibid; one to Gaur; one to
Hugli; one to the 24-Parganahs. Vide J.A. S. B., 1860, p. 407.
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culars in small and close letters. At the time I received the inscription,
I could decipher but little of lines 2 and 3, and I now give all that I can
at present decipher.

x)x.,n (.t_'s: ) J:.m . JaJl 5 4B uﬂi o 4‘:13’ Saluve ! tai) d(a} ) Jl;
#* &asJ] J Gy o .51.‘! b FXRY] U’ ISz u.u o (.M.,Jl sge uJ! Jts

Wl Eaala el aU| d.lo erablin) bl oe u’ Oxwe]| |32 \_5:«
S 5 ol e ekl ) bk ) Skl s o’
okt ol Oy (ol tbld] LEACH ) ke sl u_.éuﬁf'!ﬁJf)ﬂ

ol (e JUE L S Sl sl el 5 sl ade ) ol

WQ‘JL&; ) wo'a Gl 63){3" us ('A)Sﬁ P u‘\:\” Joxnve |, \‘J(/._j)_]":

UIJ) J:‘ Jn;.oh) dw) {.O(/OO ] ub) 5‘3(.@:’ A—J—}.A A{,) ‘_«_nf

God Almighty says, ‘Surcly he builds the mosques of God who believes in God and
the last day, and establishes the prayer, and offers the legal alms, and fears no one except
God. It is they that perhaps belong to such as are guided.” The Prophet says, ‘He who builds
a mosque in the world, will have a house built for him by God in Paradisc.’

This mosque was built in the time of the king of kings, the shadow of God in all
worlds, the representative of God in all lands, the king, the son of a king who was the son
of a kingg Shams uddunya waddin Abul Muzaffar Yasuf Shah,
the king, son of Barbak Shah the king, son of Mahmuad Shah the king—may
God perpctuate his kingdom and his rule and clevate his condition and dignity '~by the
Malik...... the great Lord, the hero of the period and the age...... Dated in the year

885 [A. D. 1480].
God’s mercy reaches every moment the soul of a man whose pious works continuc after

him. [From Sa'di’s Bostan.[

In conclusion 1 shall give a few inscriptions (the only ones that have
hitherto been found) belonging to tac Afghan period of Bengal History
(944 to 984, H., or 1538 to 1576, A. D.).

1.
Tur THIRD, OR ArcHAN, PErRiob or THE MUHAMMADAN
History or BeEncar (1538 to 1578, A. D.).
The historical information which we possess of the Afghan period is
meagre, and refers almost exclusively to matters connected with the Dihlf
empire, but does not,like the history of the preceding period, conflict with
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mural and medallic testimony. The following is an outline of the principal
cevents of the period.
944, 6th Zil Qa’dah, or 6th April, 1538, Gaur taken by Khawag Khan (II).
Mahmud Shah (II1) of Bengal flees to Humayun, who has just con-
quercd Fort Chanar.*
Humdéyun marches to Bengal, and Sher Khan's generals lecave Gaur
unprotected.
Rise of the kingdom of Kich Bih4r under Bisa.
945 Humayun for three months in Gaur. Mahmud Shah of Bengal dies
at Khalgdon (Colgong). Humdyin leaves Gaur before the rains had
ended (about September 1538).
He leaves Jahangir Quli Beg as governor of Bengal in Gaur.
Khawi¢ Khan operates against Maharta, the Chero chief of Paldmau.
946, 9th Cafar, or 26th June, 1539. Battle of Chaunsa.t Humayun defeated
by Sher Khan, who celebrates his juliis, assumes the name of Farid-
uddin Abul Muzaffar Sher Shdh, and issucs coins.
Jahangir Quli Khan defeated by Jalal Khan and Haji Khan Batni,
and soon after killed.
Khizr Khan appointed by Sher Shah governor of Bengal.
948 Khizr Khan deposed by Sher Shah at Gaur. Bengal divided into dis-
tricts, each under an Amir, under the aminship of Q dz1i Fazilat,
952, 12th Rabi I, or 3rd June 1545. Sher Shah dies, and is buried at Sahas-
ram, South Bihdr. He is succeeded by his younger son Jalal Khan,
who assumes the title of Jalaluddin Abul Muzaffar Islim Shih.
Qazi Fazilat, Amin of Bengal, deposed.
Muhammad Khan Sur appointed governor of Bengal and
North Bihar.
Miyan Sulaiman Kararani appointed governor of South Bihar.
960 Islam Shah dies. He is succeeded by Mubdriz Khan, son of Nizdm
Khan, under the title of Abul Muzaffar Muhammad *Adil Shah, urf
*Adl. N
Muhammad Khdan Sar Gauriah (i. e, governor of Bengal)
refuses to acknowledge him, and makes himsclf king of Bengal.

*The siege of Chanar is said to have commenced on the 15th Sha'ban 944, or 8th the
January, 1538. According to the Tdrikh i Sher Shihi (Dowson, 1V, 339), Gaur fell after the
taking of Chanar. If the siege lasted six months, the 15th Sha’ban, 944 is 100 late a date.
The year 945 commenced on 30th May, 1538.

t The river between Chaunsd and Baksar, on the right bank of which Sher Khan
had encamped, is called Thora Nadi.
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960 to 962, Shamsuddin Abul Muzaffar Muhammad Shah, king
of Bengal. He invades Jaunpur, and marches on Kalpi.

962 Battle of Chhapparghattah, cast of Kalpi, on the Jamuna,
between 'Adli and Muhammad Shih of Bengal. Muhammad Shah
defeated and killed. The Bengal troops retire to Jhosi, on the left bank
of the Ganges, opposite Ilahabad, where Khizr Khan, son of Muham-
mad Shah, celebrates his juliis and assumes the title of Bahadur Shah.

962 to 968, Bahddur Shah, king of Bengal and North Bihar.

Nara Narayan, R4ja of Koch Bihar.
Miyan Sulaiman Karardni still holds South Bihar.

[963 Accession of Akbar.]

964 Battle near Stirajgarh, west of Munger. "Adli defeated and killed
by Bahadur Shah, assisted by Sulaiman Kararani.

968 Bahadur Shah dies. He is succeeded by his brother, who assumes the
title of Jalal Shah.

968 to 971, Ghiyasuddin Abul Muzaffar Jalal Shah, king of Bengal.
Sulaiman Kararani still holds South Bihar.

971 Jalal Shah of Bengal dies. He is succeeded by his son whose namc
is unknown. The son is killed, and the government is usurped by
one Ghiyasuddin.

971 Sulaimidn Khin of South Bihar sends his clder brother Taj Khan
Kararani to Gaur. He kills the usurper Ghiyas, and cstablishes himsclf
in Gaur.

971 t0 972, Taj Khan Kararani, governor of Bengal on the part of
his brother. Dies in 972.

971 to 980, Sulaiman Khin Karardni rules over Bengal and Bihar under
the title of Hazrat i A’la. He removed, after Taj Khan’s death, the
capital from Gaur to T a nd 4. He acknowledges Akbar’s suzerainty.

975 Sulaimén conquers Orisa. Mukund D e o, last king of Orisa, defeated
and killed. K414 Pahar takes Puri.

980 Sulaiman dies. .

980 Bayazid, son of Sulaiman, king of Bengal, Bihar, and Orisia. Bayazid
is murdered by Hansd, his cousin.

980 to 984, Daad Shah, second son of Sulaiman i Kararini, king of Bengal,
Bihar, and Orisd. Khan Jahdn Afgh4n appointed governor of Orisa.
Quili Khan Lohani appointed governor of Puri.

Bal Gosain, Raja of Kich Bihar.

982 Akbar conquers Bihar. Daud Shidh flees to Orisa. 20th Zi Qa’dah
(3rd March, 1575), bhattle of Tukaroi, or Mughulmari, north of Jalesar
(Jellasore) in Orisa. Dadad defeated by Mun’im Khin Khéinkhanan
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and Todar Mall. Peace of Katak. Daiad cedes Bengal and Bihér,
and is acknowledged by Akbar king of Orisa.

983 Mun‘im Khan at Gaur. He dies with the greater part of his army.

Husain Quli Khanjahan, Akbar’s governor of Bengal and
Bihar. ‘
Daud Shah invades Bengal.

984, 15th Rabi’ II, or 12th July, 1576. Daid Shah dcfeated by Husain
Quli Khéanjahan in the battle of Agmahall (Rajmahall). Daud is
captured and beheaded.

The Alghans withdraw to Orisa.

As in the preceding period I shall take the kings singly, and make a .
few remarks on the chronology and coinage of their reigns.

XXV. Fariduddin Abul Muzaffar Sher Shih.
(944 t0 952, H., or 1538 to 1545, A. D.)

Several of Sher Shah’s rupees, published by Marsden and Thomas,
contain the ncw mint town of Sharifabad. As in the case of the mint-
towns of Mahmuadabad, IFathibad, and others mentioned in this and former
‘Coutributions’, Sharilibad may refer to the whole Sirkdr, or to the royal
camp in the Sirkar, and not to any particular town. There is in fact, as
far as we know, no town of Sharifabad. Sher Shah’s Sharifabad refers in
all probability to Bharkiundah or Western Birbhim and the Santal Par-
ganahs (vide J. A. S. B, 1873, Pu. 1, p. 223).

Fort Rohtas, which plays so prominent a part in Sher Shah's
history, is not known, as Mr. Thomas states (Chronicles, p. 397, note)
under the name of Shergarh. There is indeed, a small fort of the name of
Shergarh near Rohtas, about 18 miles N. W. of it; but the Shergarh
ol Sher Shal’s coinage stands for Kanauj.*

Sher Khan’s first governor of Bengal, Khizr Khan, gave no satisfac-
tion. He married a daughter of the late Mahmud Shah (III) of Bengal,
and affected regal pomp and independence. His successor, Qézi Fazilat,
was an Agrah man, and seems as ‘“Amin of Bengal” to have kept the
divisional officers in check; for they gave him the nickname of Q4zi Fazihat,
or ‘Mr. Justice Turpitude’.

Sher Shaht lies buried in Sahasram in Bihar. A view of the tomb

* It lies close to ancient Kanauj. Vide Badaoni 11, 94, 1. 3.

1 ‘The pronunciation ‘Shir Shali’ is Iranian,and therefore not applicable to India. I have
elsewhere shewn  that the Muhammadans of India follow the Tirani pronunciation of
Persian. We may be quite sure that Sher Shah pronounced his name ‘shér,” and not ‘shir’.
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will be found in Buchanan (apud Martin), Vol. I. T hope in a short time
to publish the inscriptions.

An incidental remark in the Persian Dictionary entitled Bahdr-i-’ Ajam,
informs us that Sher Shah wore his hair, more gentis, in curls. As the drying
of the curls after the morning bath took some time, Sher Shah transacted
public business in the ghusul-khdnah, the bath and dressing-room. The
custom, with some modifications, was retained by the Chaghtai emperors,
during whose reigns the morning and even the evening audience-rooms
were called ghusul-khdnah.*

XXVI Jaldluddin Abul Muzaffar Islim Shih.
952 10 960 H., or A. D. 1545 to 1533)

The name of this king appears to have been frequently pronounced
with the imdlah, i. e., Islém Shah (2l rgl.nl ) ‘Thus the name is often spelt
by Badioni, and occurs even in Hindi orthography of Islam Shih’s coinage.t
It is this form which has given rise to the further corruption to Salém Shih
and Salim Shah.

I have followed Mr. Thomas in referring Islam Shah’s death (o the
year 960, in spite of the almost unanimous assertion of the historians that
he died a ycar later on 26th Zil Hajjah 961, or 21st November 1554, But
Islam Shah’s coinage goes, in uninterrupted serics, only as far as 960.
Suppose Islam Shah had died on 26th Zil Hajjah, 961. He was succeeded by
his son Firdz Shah, who afier three days-—one source says after several
months—was murdercd by Mubariz Khan °Adli, 7. e, on the 29th Zil
Hajjah, so that *Adli could only have celebrated his julis in Muharram, 962.
His coinage, however, gives 961;§ and further, "Adli had reigned for some
time, when Humdyuan, in Zil Hajjah, 961, entered India, and people said
that il Islim Shah had been alive, he would have opposed the Mughuls. |
Islam Shah, thercfore, must have died in 960; the day of the month (26th
Zil Hajjah) is very likely correct.

Islam Shah’s coinage seems to bear witness to his superstitious charac-
ter. The spirit of the age, and his remarkable escapes [rom assassinations,
perhaps inclined the king to trust to amulets. Many of his coins have the
‘Seal of Solomon’ and mysterious numbers, which Mr. Thomas passes over

* Vide J. A. S. B., 1872, Pt. I, p. 66 note. This corresponds to our ““levée”.
+ THAR. Thomas, ‘Chronicles,” p. 412.

+ Vide Dowson 1V, 505, and Badéoni.

§ Marsden, Pl XXXVI, No. DCCXLVIIL.

I Bad4oni, I, 459.

11



162 Contributions to the Geography and History of Bengal

in silence, though they pu7zled Marsden. What the number 477 on his
coins was intended to mean, is difficult to say; it may stand for the well-
known 4] &31 dyat-ullah, ‘God’s sign’, the letters of which when added give
477. 1 have no doubt that it resembles the famous numbers 66 ( 4l ); 786

((pj’l oy i (1); 2468 (c)d; ), and others, which we find used in
the heading of letters, on amulets, tombs, and even mosque-inscriptions.*
Islam Shah, too, lies, buried at Sahasram.

XXVIl. Shamsuddin Abul Muzaffar Muhammad Shih (II).
(960 to 962 H., or A. D. 1553 to 1555.)

His real name is Muhammad Khin Sur. He seems to have been
appointed governor of Bengal, in supersession of Qazi Fazilat, soon after
Islim Shéh’s accession and to have acknowledged him as king of Bengal up
to, or nearly up to, his death in 960. In 960, however, Muhammad Khan’s
son rebelled, as will be seen from the following curious inscription.

The Faldl Shdh Inscription from a mosque near Sherpir Murchah,
dated 960 H., or A. D. 1553.

A rubbing of this valuable inscription was received from Mr. E. V.
Westmacott, C. S., who found it “at a little mosque just to the north of
Sherpur, in Bagura,” It measures 16 inch. by 9 inch.; but to both sides
of the inscription are two ornaments, the upper onc forming a mimbar,
with the Musulméan creed in it; and the lower one being a little square
with the words yd allak, ‘O God’, in it. The little square is surrounded by
the phrase yd fattdh, ‘O Opener’, four times repeated, the alifs of the four
yd’s forming the sides of the little square. The inscription is—-

'falw'l du ...... (broken) ........... (,L.,) ,g,lg s U du.‘l Ji

" W CMA’) uJ»\M' &-M ))Q-M) k—‘ u"' u& Lﬁd ...... _; &é’\? A‘L‘ w, tll&

The Prophct (God bless him !) said,..... [this mosque was built during the reign]
of the king, the son of a king, Ghiyis udduny4a waddin Abul Muzaffar
Jalal Shah, the king, son of Muhammad Shah Ghéazi,—may God perpe-
tuate his kingdom ! The buildcr of this religious edifice is...... during the year 960.

* Vide J. A. S. B,, 1871, Pt. L, p. 257.
Mzr. Thomas (‘Chronicles’, p. 413, in Islam Sh4h’s coin No. 363) gives a wrong reading,

which is repeated on p. 416, No. 366. For U(Jd” Y J(sd | alhdmi-aldinildanndn, read
CTCY TN A(le alhami-lidin-ildayydn.
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There is no doubt about the date, which is expressed both in words
and in numbers.

History says nothing of Jaldl Khan’s rebellion or the course it ran;
all we know is that Jalal Khin nine years later was acknowledged king of
Bengal. The following passage from Baddoni (I, 430) is rather curious,
because the name of Jalidl Shih is transferred to the father, who on, or
before, ’Adli’s accession refused allegiance, made himself king of Bengal
under the name of Muhammad Shah, and even aspired to the throne of
Dihli.

In the meantime Himuin heard that Muh ammad Khan Su r, the governor
of Bengal, had made himself king under the title of Jaldluddin, and had come with
an army resembling swarms of locusts and ants, from Bengal to Jaunpur, and was marching
upon Kialpi and Agrah. * * * And when Himun in uninterrupted marches moved to
’Adli, he found 'Adli and Muhammad Khan of Gaur ncar the Mauza’ of Chhappar-
ghattah, 15 kos from Kalpi, with the Jamuna betwcen them, ready to fight cach other.
He of Gaur lay encamped with great pomp, much war material, with numerous horse, foot,
and countless elephants, and quite confident as to *Adlf’s fate. But suddenly the scales turned :
Himun arrived like a shooting star, and without delay sent his choice elephants through the
river, attacked the negligent Bengal army by night, and threw it into utter confusion and
disorder. Most of Muhammad Khan’s Amirs were killed, others escaped, and the helpless
king of Gaur, evidently with his head in his sleeve, disappeared, and up to the present nothing
is known about his fate.

As wc have specimens of Muhammad Shil’s coinage, we know that
he did not call himself ‘Jaldl Shdh’; but Baddoni may have heard of the
rebellion of his son and confounded Jalal Shah with Muhammad Shah.

Thevillagcof Chhapparghattah (aif y-43)-—perhaps the most
westerly point to which the Bengal arms ever advanced-—-lies cast of Kalpi,
on the left bank of the Jamuna, in Long. 79° 58, close to the confluence of the
Singur Nadi and the Jamuna. It belongs to Parganah Ghatampuar, Sirkar
Korra. Though prominently marked on maps X and XIII of Rennell’s
Atlas, it is not given on Sheet 69 of the ‘Indian Atlay’, the nearcest place
(if not the same) being Sultanpur. A little further to the cast, at the entrance
of the ItAwah Terminal Ganges Camal into the Jamuna, lies the village
of Fathdbad, and nearer still to Chhapparghattah, the village of Fathpur.,
Either may have been the actual site of the battle-ficld.*

Marsden gives a fine specimen of Muhammad Shah’s coinage, dated
962, which gives the full name of the king; but he makes the name of the
mint town to be Arkat. 1 have no doubt that the correct rcading is
Sunargaon

* The straight distance of Chhapparghattah from Kalpi is only 11 miles. Fathpar
is 15 miles. The Tdrikk ¢ Ddidi (Dowson IV, 507) says that Chhapparghattah lies 11 kos
from Kalpi. The Tabaqdt i Akbari (Dowson V, 245) has 15 kos from Agrah, which is impossible.
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XXVIII. Bahddur Shih (II).
(962 to 968 H., or A. D. 1555 to 1561.)

His full name is not known to me: the coins which I have seen, had
their margin cut away. Badédoni (I, 433) calls him Muhammad Bahadur.
The period of his reign appears to be well ascertained; the historians give
962 to 968, and General Cunningham tells me that he has coins of 965,
967, and 968.

Parganahs Bahadurpir and Bahddur Shahi in Sirkar Tand4, appear to
be called after him. The Sirkdr bears unmistakeable traces of financial
changes made during the Alghan period; for, besides Bahddurpir and
Bahddurshiahi, we have Sherpir and Sher Shahi, Sulaiminiabid and
Sulaimanshahi, and Daadshahi.

The most important event in Bahadur Shah’s rcign is his war with
*Adli. Driven out of Agrah, Itdwah, and Kalpi, and having lost his great
general Himuan, Adli retrecated to Jaunpur, Banaras, and Fort Chandr,
and eventually to South Bihdr, which since Islam Shah’s reign had been
held by Miyan Sulaiman Karardni. Bahadur Shah, who after the death of
his father and the rout at Chhapparghattah, had retired to Jhosi, opposite
11ahabad, on the left bank of the Ganges, where he celebrated his julis,
hastened to Gaur and defeated an oflicer of the name of Shahbaz Khan,
who had declared for ’Adli. Having firmly cstablished himself in Bengal,
he wisely left Miyan Sulaimdén in possession of South Bihar, and thus found
him a willing ally when he marched against ‘Adli, anxious to avenge the
death of his father. The decisive battle, according to the Tdrikh i Ddidi,
was fought “at the stream of Surajgarh, ncar Munger”. The stream
of Surajgarh is the Kiyol Nadi, and Surajgarh stands at the confluence of
the Kiyol and the Ganges, 17 miles W. W. S. of Munger. About 4 miles
west of Surajgarh and the Kiyol, we find on Sheet 112 of the Indian
Atlas the village of Fathpur, which may be the site of the battle-field.
*Adli, who had only a few men, was defeated and killed.

The battle was fought while Akbar besieged Ménkot in the Siwaliks,
t.e. in 964, and brought about the final surrender of that fort.*

In Dowson V, 244, 1. 20, for Sikandar Khan, ruler of Bengal, read Muhammad Khan
Sur, ruler of Bengal; and for the village of Mandédkar [Dowson, 1V, 507, ‘Marhakhar’],
read the village of Mindakur, or Minrakur. Minrakur, the Mirhakoor of the maps, lies W.
of Agrah, towards Fathptir Sikri, It belonged to Sult4n Salimah Begam (Bairam Khan’s
widow marricd by Akbar), who lics buricd there in her garden. Tuzuk, p. 113.

* There is no doubt about the date. The Tdrikh ¢ Ddidi (Dowson IV, 508) places
“Strajgarh one kos, more or less, from Munger”, and adds that *Adli was slain “after a reign
of eight ycars in 968”. Badaoni (I, 434) places the death of "Adli in 962, Vide also Dowson,
V, p. 66.
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Bah4dur Shah died in 968 at Gaur, and was succeeded by his brother
Jalal Shah.
The following inscription belongs to Bahaddur Shahs reign—

Inscription from the Fdmi® Mosque at Rdjmahall, dated 964, H., or A. D.
1557.

A rubbing of this inscription was sent to the Society in 1873 by General
Cunningham. Another copy was since then given me by Mr. W. Bourke,
together with three other inscriptions from R 4jm ahall* The inscrip-
tion has nothing to do with the mosque, and appecars to have been taken
from the tomb of one Qazi Ibrhim Khan, who was murdered by infidels
when young. It is very illegible, and the letters are badly cut. Its length
is 3 ft. 3 inch., and its breadth, 6} inch.

whyel Ul Ja J Sl el 185y Jiy @y A
Wi das G mla ey oy je bl T35 w0 )a830 095 sbal o

-

,,,,,,,,,,, (3 lines illegible) # Ul le apal o3y o5 wyal o 0y J

S ) e aie ol Jidsa d L ey poyalel) e

whiie bl Gl dee 0 5 00 0l L oo L Ul el s

POl Bile g 5 ey gl Bk olad 5 5 105 S i Jlohus

e wlas 50k cooled g;gj&'i_: 2 ‘.53 99 Syt smen 5y ol ale A

wylhe G T ey L'_".)ﬁ,a.a» 252 )0 Sl wasay 5 sise]
...... (1 or 2 lines broken)......

God who is blessed and great says [Qor. 1I, 149], ‘Do not say that those who are
killed on the way of God arc dead: they liva, but you do not know.” And God who is
honored and glorious, says [Qor. 1V, 101], ‘He who flecth on the path of God, will find
on carth many (similarly) compelled and plenty of provisions. And he who leaves his
house fleeing to God and His Prophet, and death overtake him, his reward hecomes the

* General Cunningham calls the mosque ‘Jami® Mosque’; Mr. Bourke, ‘Asam Siis ki
Maygjid.” The other rubbings which Mr. Bourke gave me, are (1) a beautiful rubbing from
Maina Bibf’s tomb, at the Maina Taldo, from a stone let into the wall at the west end. This
inscription only contains pious formulx; but its beautiful characters belong to the 14th
century. (2) A rubbing from a mosque, south of the new cemetry in Rajmahall. The inserip-
tion is over the centre door, and belongs to the reign of Aurangzib. (3) A rubbing from a
mosque in Mahatpr, three miles east of R4jmahall, dated A. H. 1081 (Aurangzib’s reign).
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duty of God.’...as to his understanding, the tongues of the eloquent are unfit to express
it, and the pens of the learned of the age wither away in attempting a description the exalted
QAzf, who cxalted dignity is manifest, the illustrious witness, the proof of the learned,
Ibrahim Khian Ghazi, son of Aminullah, who was in...a teacher, who
in the beginning of his youth and the beginning of his faith fought with the infidels and
repelled mischief and rebellion, was admitted in 964, on the 8th day of Sawan, a Friday,
when two and a half watches had passed, to the honor of martyrdom and the road of guidance,
and joined, through the socicty of the Mullas in the guidance of the Prophet, that throne of
wishes.. ..

XXIX. Ghiyisuddin Abul Muzaffar Jaldl Shih.
(968 to 971 IL.; A. D. 1561 to 1563.)

I take his full name from Mr. Westmacott’s Sherpur Inscription given
above, as therc is no doubt that he is the same prince. Of his coins, Mr.
Thomas (‘Chronicles,” p. 417) has published a fine specimen, on which he
appears with the shortened name of Jalaldin.* Mr. Thomas makes the mint-
town to be J4jpur; I believe that the correct rcading is Hajipur (opp-
site Patnah). Alrcady under Nugrat Shah, H4jipar had risen to importance
as the scat of the Bengal governor of Bihar. The southern part of Bihar, with
the town of Bihdr as capital, was in the hands of the Afghdns. This state
of things continued during the reigns of Tslam Shah and the Afghan dynas-
ty of Gaur, South Bihar being in the hands of Miyan Sulaimén i Kararani.
Some time after Akbar’s conquest of Bihar, Hajipar gradually sank in import-
ance, and Patnahf became the scat of the Mughul (Chaghtai) government.

Jalal Shih is said to have died in 971 at Gaur. For the events after
his death, the murder of his son, and the short-lived government of the
usurper Ghiyasuddin, we have no other source but the modern Riyiz ussa-
ldtin, the author of which has not mentioned the source of his information.
He has, however, been occasionally found possessed of special and correct
information, and we may follow Stewart.in accepting his statement.

With Jalal Shah and his son ended the Sir dynasty.

XXX. Hazrat i A)la Miyan Sulaimdén.
(972 10 980, H., or A. D. 1564 to 1572.)
The principal facts of the vigorous reign of Miydn Sulaiman are known
from the Tdrtkh i Ddddi (Dowson, 1V, 509) and the Akbarndmah.
His piety made a certain impression on Akbar, and Badaoni states that
he used to hold every morning a devotional meeting in company with one

* Just as ‘Jamaldin’ in the Sitgaon inscription of 936, published by me in J. A. S. B,,
1870, Pt. I, p. 298.

t Sher Shah built the Fort of Patnah, In Todar Mall’s rentroll, Patnah belongs to
Sirkar Bibhar.
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hundred and fifty Shaikhs and 'Ulamas, after which he used to transact
state business.

His redoubtable general R&jui, better known as Kéal4 Pahér, is up to
this time remembered by the people of Orisa.

According to the Akbarnamaeh and Baddoni, his death took place in
980. This must have been in the beginning of the year; for Daud’s coin-
age commences likewise with 980. The Riydz and Stewart have 981.

The following two inscriptions from the extreme ends of his dominions,
Sunargaon and Bihar, are of value.

1. —The Sulaimdn Shdh Inscription of Sundrgdon, dated 976 H., or A.D. 1569.

General Cunningham took a rubbing of this inscription from a stone
at the old Masjid near the Rikabi Bazar, Sunargaon. The stone measures
1 ft. 6 in. by 1 ft. 3 in., and consists of three lines. The characters are clumsy
and indistinct.

Ml axle L;\iJl Js Joal) ab) e l)m.s U U oalue]) o gj”"" ) Ji
a.;lmil 08 # i) oS e st & o) luwdu o
JK.JI NG PV P Y u):q g..:j.«a; U laker "’*‘u’ rou! un(» et
o U G ool a8 U el 2 e e dhll)akd' (bral
lligw)ijmdwamﬁ})gbﬁ

God Almighty says, ‘The mosques belong to God, worship no one else with him.’
‘The Prophet, on whom be peace, says, ‘He who builds a mosque in the world will have
seventy castles built for him by God in paradisc.” These mosques together with what there
is of other buildings [were built] during the reign of the king of the age, his august Majesty*,
Miyan Sulaiman...[by] the generous, exalted, victorious Malik ’Abdullah
Miyan,son of Amir Khan Faqir Miyan, during the month of Zil Qa’dah 976
[April, 1569].

2.—The Sulaimdn Shdh Inscription at Bzhar, A. H. 977, or A. D. 1569-70.
The following inscription is taken’from above the door leading to the
minor tomb of the shrine of Sharafuddin in the town of Bihar.

Syl wilala s
Ol Syd oA o wals G w0 N AR S 50 oy

......... ¥* u(,.h:[ Mhﬁ \‘Jt“'&?‘ "—;j‘;“ )o

* Hazrat i A’la. Sulaiman claimed this title; vide Ain Translation, Vol. I, p. 337, and
Index. The Tdrikk i Ddidi also calls him Miydn Sulaiman.
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of,lo v;l gl el w0 i wo\xm) wid Sagd

1. The door of honor of the world, and the pole of poles. . ., the cynosurc of devotees;

2. He who comes to this door, will indeed obtain from God his desires; for he who
wishes, finds.

3. The leather carpet of his retiring room is the green ground; and for this reason
he is the treasurer of the world and the faith.

4. 1In the rcign of the just king, in whom heavenly light is revealed, through whose
terror oppression and heresy disappeared,

5. Wherever he raised his exalted standards, he established the law of Mugtafa,

6. Sulaiman, of the world, a second Sulaimén, whose beauty lies in the perfection
of his justice and bounty.

7. When 900 had been exceeded by 77 years, Hassg, the son of Daud, wrote it.

At the side of this inscription, the poetry and prosody of which is as
wretched as those of the Bihdr inscriptions formerly published, stands the
256th verse of the second chapter of the Qoran.

XXXI. Bayazid Shah (II).
(980 H., or A. D. 1572.)

Regarding the dcath of Sulaiman and the accession of Bdyazid Shah,
Badéoni (II, 163) says—

“In this year (980) Sulaiman i Kararani, the ruler of Bengal, who styled himsclf
Hazrat i A'la, died. He had conquered the town of Katak-Banaras, ‘the mine of unbelief”,
and had made Jagannath [Puari] a ddr-ul Islam. He ruled from Kamriap to Orisa, and now
went to God.

“His son BAyazid took his place; but after five or six months the Afghans killed him,
and his younger brother D 4t d scized on the kingdom.”

The Sawdnik i Akbari has the following—

Sulaiman during his lifetime had constantly sent presents to the cmperor Akbar,
and had thus secured himsclf against an invasion. When he died, the Afghéns thought
it proper to make his cidest son Bayazid his successor. He, in his youthful folly, read
the khutbah in his own [not in Akbar’s] name, and neglected all the forms of politeness
which his father had always strictly obscrved. Even the chief nobles of his father were ill-
treated by him, and commenced to hate him. Hansd [ Jw.)(b] also, son of his uncle *Imad
[brother of T4j Khan and Sulaiman], who was his son-in-law, got offended with him, and
was instigated to scice the kingdom, till at last hc killed Bayazid. But Lodi, who was ‘the
soul’ of the kingdom, with the consent of the nobles, raised Déud, the younger son of Sulaimén,
to the throne and killed Hanst. But Gdjar Khan raised in Bibar Bayazid’s son to the throne,
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and Lodi went with a large army to seize m! Bihar. On account of carelessness on the part
of Mun’im Khan Khankhanan, and by m‘ms of flattering promises, Lodi succecded in
bringing Gujar over to his views.*

As Sulaiman died in 980, and Daid Shah’s coinage begins also in 980,
Bayazid Shah’s short reign falls in the same year. No specimen of his coinage
has hitherto been found.

XXXII. .... Abul Muzaffar Daad Shéih.
(980 10 984 H.; A. D. 1573 to 1576.)
The facts of Daud Shéah’s reign are well known from the histories of
Akbar’s reign. His [ull name appears on the margin of his coinage, of
which specimens arc numecrous; but all rupees that I have seen, had the

margin cut away.
His defeat on the 15th Rabi® 11, 984 [12th July, 19576] clicited the

curious tdrikh (metre Sari’t)—udy 950 jl loslw 2be
Solomon’s kingdom slipped from David’s hand.

With Daad Khan the Kararani dynasty came to an end. The
Alghans under the Lohdnis subsequently fought with Akbar’s oflicers,
especially Man Singh, in Orisad and South-Eastern Bengal, till they were
finally overcome under 'Usméan Khan during Jahangir’s reign in BEastern
Bengal. §

The frontiers of Bengal during the Afghdn period became gradually
narrower. Sunargdon is mentioned as the fronticr under Sher Shih and Sulai-
man i Kararani. But this may have been morc nominal than real. Chat-
gaon had alveady before Sher Shah again fallen in the hands of the Araka-
nese. The Bhayabhs, i.e. zamindars, of Bhaluah, Bakla, Chandradip, aridpar,
and the 24-Parganahs, were all but independent; and from Sundrgion
over Dhaka northward over Maimansingh extended the territory of Masnad
i *A’li ’Is’4 Khan, who in the Akbarnamah is called ‘the chief of the Twelve
Bhuyahs’. The Portuguese also became important.

In the north, the frontier receded likewise. The results of the conquest
of Kdmata and Kamriap by Husain Shah vanished with the establishment
of the great kingdom of Kuch Bihdr, when the Karataya became again
the frontier. The Muhammadan historians do not tell us much regarding

* The remaining portion has been translated by Prof. Dowson in Elliot’s History of
India, VI, p. 39 fL.

t Vide my ‘Prosody of the Persians’, p. 59, 1. 13. The second foot is maf’dlun, and the
alif in az cannot be left out.

I Vide A’in Translation, I, 520, 521. Prol. Dowson, IV, 513n., makes 'Usman Khan
Daud’s younger brother. But they belong to different Afghan tribes,
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the rise of this kingdom. According o the Akbarndmah, the founder was
Bis4a, who must have lived in the v:ry end of the second period of the
Muhammadan history of Bengal, (i.e. about 944 H., or A. D. 1538), or fifty
years* before Abul Fazl wrote. His son Nara Nardyan is not men-
tioned ; but his coins prove that he was the contemporary of ’Adli. A specimen
of his silver coinage was published in J. A. S. B., for 1856, p. 457, by Bibu
Réjendralala Mitra, and bears the Sdka year 1477, or A. D. 1535. A short
time ago, Capt. Williamson, Deputy Commissioner Garo Hills, presented
the Society with the following unique silver coin, which is of the same year,
but is much larger than the one published by Bibu Rajendralila Mitra,
and differs in the legend of the reverse. It was picked up by a Garo together
with a Daudshéhi rupee.

Stlver Coin of NAR A N A'R A"Y A N A of Kiich Bihdr. Large size. Weight,
157 49 grains. Sdka 1477 [A. D. 1555]. As. Socy., Bengal. Dotted margin.

OBVERSE-— s fRIa s F AT &
REVERSE—S{IE{ T AGATTAET ATF K99 |

Osverse—(The coin) of the bec of the lotus of the foot of the twice illustrious Siva,
Reverse—Of the twice illustrious Nara Narayana. Sika, 1477,

Nara Narayan’s son and successor was Bal Gosain, whom the
Akbarniamah calls Bisa’s grandson. He was reigning in 986, or . D. 1578.
His brother Shuk!l Gosain is mentioned by Abul Fazl and Ralph
Fitch. B4l Gosain’s son is Lachmi Nariayan, who received Méan
Singh in 1005 H., and was still reigning in 1027 (A. D. 1618).

* Vide J. A. S. B., 1872, Pt. 1, p. 52, 1. 8 from below. It is quite possible that the rise of
Kuch Bihar is connected with the fall of' Gaur.
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