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Copy of the deposition of

Ram Chunder Biswas.

Copy corresponding with the original.

Chundernatain (8d.) C. A. Brucg,
Sheristadar of the Court 3rd Judge.
of Appeal of Jahan-
geernugger. True copy,
(Sd.) J. Ewing,
Registrar.

Dated 6th December 1806 A. D. coressponding
with 22nd Augrahan 1213 B. S.

Witness Ramchunder Biswas, appeared on the
part of the plaintiff in Court, and having taken
copper, tuolsee leaves, and the water of the Ganges
in his hands swore.

Q. -What is your father’s name, what is your age
and caste, and where do you reside, and by
what business do you live »

A.--father’s name is Kristokant, aged 62 or 63 years,
of Buddee caste, protession service, inhabitant
of pergunnah Mehercoul.

Questions by the Vakeel of the plaintiff.—Do you
know any thing about the Rajahs of Tipperah ;
from the time ot Rajah Ram Manicko, state
what you know ?

A.—Ram Manicko had 4 sons, viz, Mohendro,
Manicko, Ruttun Manicko, Dhurmo Manicko.
and Mokoond Manicko: of these Mohendro
Manicko and Ruttun Manicko were without
issue ; Dhurmo Manicko’s sons were Gunga-
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dhur and Gudadhur; Lukhun Manicko was
the scn of Gudadhur; and Doorgamoney
Jooboraj, plaintiff, is the son of L ukhun Mani-
cko ; Mokocond Manicko’s son was Horimoney
Jooboraj whose son is Rajdhur Manicko whose
son is Ramgunga Burro Thakoor.

Q.—How many sons had Mokoond Manicko ¢

A.—He had five sons.

Q.—What are their names?

A.—Indro Manicko, and Kristo Manicko, and
Bhuddermoney, and . rimoney Jooboraj, and
Joymonee, these tive « s,

Q.—-Of these who has sons, and who has not ¢

A.—Indro Manicko, Kristo Manicko, and Bhudder-
money, and Joymonee have no issue ; Hori-
money Jooboraj’s son 1s by name Rajdhur
Manicko, whose son is Ramgunga.

Q.—Had Herimoney Joob raj any other sc ns save
and except Rajdhur M inicko ?

A.—He had another son, named Kantomony by
another wife ?

Q —Has Kantomony any son ?

A,—Yes, he has a son by name of Urjoonmony.

Q.—Has Gungadhur any son or not 9

A.—»

*= No answer in the original,
A A.

Q.—How many sons had Gudadhur, Burro
Thakoor ¢

A.—Lukhun Manicko and Beermonee Burro Tha-
koor : these two sons I know.

Q.—Have the two sons of Gudadhur, » Burro Tha-

koor, any issue or not ¢
* So in the original.

A A,
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A.—Beermonee is childless, Lukhun Manicko’s son
1S Doorgamoney Jooboraj.

Q.—What is the custom prevalent in the family of
the Rajahs of Tipperah, on the death of the
Rajah who is entitled to the kingdom of the
Tipperah Hills and the zemindary of Chuckla
Roushnabad, do you know ¢

A.—I know this to be the family custom, that on
the death of the Rajah, the Jooboraj becomes a
Rajah ’he who is the zemindar.

Q.—State what you know as to who became when
Rajah and when Jooboraj; from the time of
Rajah Ram Manicko to that of Rajah Rajdhur
Manicko?

A..~When Ram  Manicko was Rajah, his son
Ruttun Manicko was Jooboraj; when Ruttun
Minicko was Rajah, Boleebheem Narain was
Jooboray ; Boleebheem Narain died after being
removed trom his post ; After him Gouricharan
became Jooboraj who having left the country,
Chumpuck Roy was made Jooboraj. After his
death, Mohendro Manicko, having murdered
Ruttun Manicko became a Rajah, and Dhurmo
Manicko became Jooboraj on the death of
Mohendro Manicko, Dhurmo Manicko became
Rajah, Mokoond was made a Jooboraj by name
Chundromoney ; Dhurmo  Manicko  died.
W hen Chundromoney became a Rajah by name
Mokoond Manicko, then Gungadhur, the son of
Dhurmo Manicko, becameJooboraj. After wards
the dues of the Sudder having been kept back,
the Presence having gone to Tartary and
Candahar, imprisoned Mokoond Manicko and
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others. Mokoond afterwards died by taking a
diamond. Roodermoney forcibly became a
Rajah by the name of Joy Manicko. Indro-
money under the name of Panchcowry Thakoor
was in Jail ; to him Gungadhur Jooboraj wrote
and sent the expenses. He wrote this ; that Joy
Manicko has forcibly and without title become
Rajah, He reporting the matter to the Sudd.r,
and taking a Perwannah in his own name,
came to the country as Rajah and supplanted
Joy Manicko. After this Gungadhur Jooboraj
going to the Authorities complained that on
the strength of Jooborajship, the kingdom and
zemindary are mine; again he procured a
Perwannah, and becoming Rajah under the
name of Woodoy Manicko returned to the
country and sat on the throne. Kristomonee
who was Jooboray to Indro Manicko, was
confirmed in the Jooborajship. After Indro
Manicko was supplanted, he proceeded to
Moorshedabad, where he died by swallowing
poison. After this Woodoy Manicko reigned
for some times and then died. The country
became unsettled. Shumshere Gazi uniting
with Hajee Roshun “Shobadar” ( office-bearer )
made Lukhun Manicko Rajah, and used to
comply with the customary dues. A few years
after, Kristomonee Jooboraj, who had been to
the kingdom of Cachar, caused Shumshere Gazi
to be apprehended and taken before the
authorities and killed. Then Kristomonee
Jooboraj having conquered the country, became
Rajah ; his  brother Horimoney became
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Jooboraj ; and Lukhun Manicko’s brother Beer
monee Thakoor became Burro Thakoor. Kristo
Manicko reigned for some years, when the
revenue falling into arrears, Mr. Leeke resumed
the said Mehal and rendered the customary
dues. Two vyears after this, Kristo Manicko
died. Then Mr. Leeke was at Chittagong ; on
receiving this information, he came and
proceeded to Agurtollah. The Ranee of Kristo
Manicko sent to complain to the gentleman
that [ama widow ; I have no son, Rajdhur
is my husband’s brother’s son, if the gentleman
appointing him to the kingdom, make him
Rajah  then T shall be content. The said
gentleman said to the Ranee to make a petition
to the Government, The said Ranee in the
presence of the gentleman gave a petition for
the Government and the gentleman went to
Calcutta, On going there, and preseting the
petition, he came with a Perwannah tor the
Rajship in the name of Rajdhurmonee, and
returning, went to Agurtollah, where he tixed
the day for making him Rajah. Then Lukhun
Manicko came before the gentleman and
complained that this is my patrimony ; my son
should be the Rajah. Mr. Lecke said that there
is no other person entitled to the throne. The
Ranee said, now you have a right, do bring a
suit. After this the gentleman said if the
Ranee speak to me with her own tongue, then
I can accept it. Then in the Ranee’s house in the
presence of the Ranee, the vizier, nazir, and
the mutsuddees informed the Ranee. The
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Ranee said how can I speak in the presence of
gentleman. Then Mr. Leeke went to the
Ranee’s house ; in the “Pautroom” where the
throne is placed, there Mr. Leeke took his seat
the Ranee sat in the room facing, in front
was a door-screen, besides the door-screen
Joydeh vizier and Mohun Lall Shebuck stood.
Where the gentleman sat at that place also sat
Luckhun Manicko and Rajdhurmonee Thakoor.
Then the Ranee through the vizier said to the
gentleman that Luckhun Manickos son
Doorgamoney is a boy of tender years;
Rajdhurrmonee is the son of Horimoney
Jooboraj; on the strenth of Jooborajship, let
Rajdhurmonee be Rajah. Beermonee is Burro
Thikoor ; therefore let his brother’s son
Doorgamoney be Jooboraj. This I heard. The
Rance said that this custom prevails in our
family that in the absence of the Rajah, the
Jooboraj becomes the Rajah. The Ranee and
Mr. Leeke after explaining to Luckhun
Manicko, made him Rajah. She came as Ranee.
After this Rajdhurmonee Thakoor became
Rajah under the name of Rajdhur Manicko ;
Doorgamoney Thakoor became Jooboraj; this
is what 1 know.

Q.—Have you seen with your own eyes that
Rajdhur Manicko became Rajah and Doorga-
money bacame Jooboraj ?

A.—1 have seen.

Q.—Is thereany insignia for the Rajah and the
Jooboraj, do you know ?
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A.—I know. There are a white umbrella and
“arungee” a throne and maces.

Q.— Is there any difference between the insignia of
the Rajah and Jooboraj or are they alike ?

A.—The Rajah’s insignia consists of a throne,
coinage, umbrela, “arungee” and maces; the
Jooboraj bhas the same insignia with exception
of the throne and coinage, I kn>w, When he
became Rajah, Kristo Manicko’s white umbrella,
“arungee” throne and maces were in the house
of Kristo Manicko’s Ranee; the umbrella,
“arungee” etc. of the Jooboraj’s office appertain-
ing to Horimoney Jooboraj were in the house
of Rajdhurmonee. The said gentleman brought
those insignia and gave to Rajdhur Manicko the
insignia of Rajah Kristo Manicko, consisting of
a throne &c. and he gave to Doorgamoney
Jooboraj the umbrella “arungee” and maces
appertaining to Horimney Jooboraj.

Q.—1Is there any custom of purification at the time
of making Rajah and Jooboraj or not »

A.—Thereis a custom, I know. When the Rajah
sits on the throne, the Rajah is purified, On
going home the Jooboraj purifies. Thus I have
heird. After this, when the Rajah sat on the
throne facing to the west, the Jooboraj facing
to the east, sat below on white cloth. Mr.
Leceke, Mr. Harris, Mr. Money and Mr. Henry
Buller, and two other gentlemen, whose names
I do not know, these sat there on a bench facing
to the south. After this, the gentlemen rose
up and went to their lodgings ; and the Rajah
and Jooboraj went to the house of the fourteen
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Debtas and gave presents; and proceeding to
Brindabunchunder Thakoor and making pre-
sents. went to Kristo Manick’s Ranee and gave
presents, and returning after giving presents to
the gentlemen, went to their several houses,
all which I have seen with my eyes.

Q.—At the time of the appointment of Rajah and
Joobo1aj, was any khelat given or not, do you
know ?

A.—They sat in the khelat-house, I know.

Q.—Who gave the “khelat” ¢

A.—Mr. Leeke gave the “khelat” to the Rajah, and
the Rajah gave “khelat” to the Jooboraj.

Q.—Do you know why the Rajah appoints Jooboraj ?
Answer it you know.

A.—Amongst the Rajah’s son and his brother’s son,
he appoints him Jooboraj who s entitled to
the property.

(Q.—When Doorgamoney became Jooboraj ; at that
time was any son of Rajah Manicko alive, or
not, do you know ¢

A.—There was.

Q.—Do you know how many mariiages Rajah
Rajdhur Manicko made ¢

A.—He married once before, which I have rot
seen. At last he married Joysingha Rajah’s
daughter. I have seen.

Q.—You have stated that at the time of Doorga-
money’s becoming Jooboraj, Rajah Rajdhur
Manicko’s son was alive; of which marriage
was the son ¢

A.—The Rajahs have two modes of marriage, one
marriage by the bengali mode, and another by

9”8



the Tipperah mode. On sort of marriage is
done inside the house by the Tipperah Nampara
Poojah and hy entertatining the relatives, but
this we have not seen, but heard His marriage
by the Bengali mode we have seen. Rajah
Rajdhur Manicko’s son is not ot Ranee by the
Bengali mode of marriage I have heard, not
secn. that the son 1s of the Tipperah mode of
martiage which the Rajah makes 1nside the
house.

Q.—In the marrnage which he makes by the
Nimparah Poojah, does he marry the daughter
ot his own Tipperah tribe or of other
Caste ¢

A-—He marties the daughter ot his own and the
“Sudra” caste.

Q.—Ot what caste was the detendints mother, the
daughter ¢

A.—I do not know this. Iti1s a matter connected

with the Rajah’s tamily,and a private matter,
I do not know.
Q.—In the Kingdom of Tipperah and in the
Zemindary of Roushnabad did Doorgamoney
Jooboraj get some profit or not during the reign
of Rajah Rajdhur Manicko+ Mention what
you know ¢

A,—He got salary from the profits of the pergunnahs
I do not know what Jageers there were in the
Hulls, but he used to get.

Q.—What allowance did he get each month ¢

A.—There was no allowance settled for each month,
he used to get in the aggtegate previously 1800
and afterwards 2000.
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Q —Would he receive that sum for an allowance
in the year ¢

A.—He used to get it in a year.

Q.—You have stated befor that when Rajah Rajdhur
Manicko became Rajah, at that time the said
Mehal was khas ( under rattachment ) ; at that

time what amount of monthly allowance did
the Rajah get ¢

A.--He used to get an allowance of Rs. 12000 per
annum

Q.—Would the father of Doorgamoncy Jooboraj get
any allowance or not ¢

A.--He used to get Rs. 720 per annum.

Q —As the Rajah had authority in Chuckla Roush-
nabad and in the Tipperah Hills, had the
Jooboraj any such authority or not ¢

A.—In the said Mehal, all affairs were conducted
by the Rajah’s order ; that Jooboraj gave any
order, I have not seen so ; but he had authority
over the Tipperah people in the Hills, I have
heard so, The Rajah fines the Hill people, the
Jooboraj also imposes some fines | hear.

Q.—Did any Jooboraj grant “Dewutter” and
“Bromutter” in Chuckla Roushnabad or not ¢

A.—I know that in the existence of the Rajah,
without the Rajah’s seal, no other person can
grant.

Q.—During the reign of Rajah Rajdhur Manicko,
in what office were you appointed ?

A.—1I was in the office confidential Sheristadar.

Q.—Was Doorgamoney Jooboraj upheld in the
Jooborajship from the commencement of
Rajdhur Manicko’s reign to his death ¢
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A .—He was upheld.—~I know it.

Q.—During the reign of Rajah Rajdhur Manicko as
the Amlas gave presents to the Rajah at the
time of the “Poonea” and settlements and at
every festival, did they give presents, in the
same way, to the plaintiff or not? Do you
know ?

A.--While living at Commillah, the Amlabs gave
presents to the Rajih and afterwards gave also
to the pliintiff : th: “mutsuddees” also gave.

Q.—As the defendant gave presents to Rajah
Rajdhur Manicko, ('d he give presents in the
same way to the pluatift or not ?

A. -] have not seen it at present, but when he
bscame Burro Thako «t. and the plaintiff became
Jooboraj, at that time he gave present, [ have
heard, but not seen.

Q—Woere Burro Thako i and Jooboraj elected at
the same time or not !

A.—Not at the same time.

Q.- After how many Jd ys was Burro Thakoor

elected ?

A.—He was elected after 3 years. The plaintiff’s
pleaders said they had no more questions.

Questions by the defendant’s pleaders.—Did the
Mutsuddees and A alis at the time of the
“Poonea” and festivals give presents to Rajmonee
vizier, and Doorgamoney Thakoor, and
Dhunonjoy Sooba or not ?

A.—The Amlas and Mutsuddees gave presents to
them and to the Dewan also. Being Mutsuddees
they gave presents to the Sooba, the vizier and
Jooboraj.
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Q.—What amount of salary would Horimoney
Jooboraj of Chuckla Roushnabad get ?

A.—I do not know what amount of salary
Horimoney Jooboraj used to get.

Q. —During the reign of Rajah Rajdhur Manicko,
as the plaintiff and his father used to get
salaries as stated by you, would any other
inhabitant of the Hills get salaiies in the same
way or not ?

A.—Ranee and Burro Thakoor, and Vizier ard
Nazir, and Coomaries or royal daughters, these
used to get fixed allowances.

Q.—When Rajah Rajdhur Manicko after becoming
Rajah gave khelat to the plaintiff, at that time
did he give to any other person or not?
Mention what you know ?

A.—On account of service he gave khelats to
Joydeb vizier and to Mukhun Lall Naib.

Q.—When Mr. Leeke went to make Rajah Rajdhur
Manicko Rajah, on this occasion when a con-
versation took place according to the
Purdanaseen customs between the Ranee and
Mr. Leeke, at that time who were there ?

A,—At that time we several persons stood on the
yard below the house. Above were sitting
Mr. Leeke, and Lukhun Manicko and Raj-
durmonee Thakoor and Joydeb Vizier ; and
Mohun Lal stood beside the door-screen ; and
which of the servants were there I cannot cell.

Q.—When Rajah Rajdhur Manicko became Rajah,
at that time who was the eldest of the three,
among Rajah Rajdhur Manicko, plaintiff, and
the plaintiff’s father Lukhun Manicko ?

WY



A.—Lukhun Manicko was the eldest.

O.—When Rajah Kristo Manicko died, at that time
then of these four persons, the plaintiffs father
and Beermonee Burro Thakoor and Rajdhur
Manicko and the plaintiff, who was the eldest,
and who the youngest ¢

A —Lukhun Manicko was eldest ; next to him was
Beermonee Burro Thakoor, next to him was
Rajdhur Manicko, and next to him was Doorga-
money Jooboraj.

QQ.-—When Kristo Manicko appointed Horimoney
to be Jooboraj, at that time was Gudadhur
Thakoor alive or not 1

A.—Gudadhur was then not alive.

Q.—When Indro Manicko on becoming Rajah,
appuinted Kristo Manicko to be Jooboraj, at
that time which ot the two. Gudadhur Burro
Thakoor and Kristomonee Thakoor was the
elder ¢

A.—I have heard that Ktisto Manicko was elder.

Q.—Of the tour sons of Ram Manicko mentioned
by you, who was the cldest 1

A. -Ghunnessam Thakoor alias Mohendro Manicko
was the eldest; next to him was Rutno Man-
icko ; next to him was Dhurmo Manicko ; next
to him was Mokoond Manicko.

Q,—When Gobind Manicko became Rajah, at that
time, amongst his son and brother, who was
the elder ¢

A.—1 have heard that Gobind Manicko’s son.
Ram Manicko was elder.

Q.—WHhich of the sons of Kallyan Manicko became
Rajah ¢
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A.—Kallyan Manicko’s son Gobind Manicko became
Rajah. but during the life of Gobind Manicko,
Nuckattro Roy, under the name of Chuttro
Manicko, forcibly became Rajah ; again Gobind
Manicko came and by putting Chuttro Manicko
to death, resumed his own reign.

This day, the 8th of the month of December
1806 A. D, the said witness again appearing,
took oath according to practice.

Questions by the defendant’s pleaders. ~With regard
to the kingdom of the Hills, and the zemindary
of Chuckl: Roushnabad, is the office or Court
the same or different ¢

A,—I know there are separate offices .

Q.— After Krisro Manicko’s dzath and from before
Rajlhur Manicko’s becoming Rajah, did Rajah
Kristo Manicko enjoy the property §

A.—In the life-time of Rajah Kristo Manicko, two
years previously, the property becoming khas,
Mr Leeke enjyed it,

Q.— At that time who enjoyed the allowance of the
zemindary ¢

A.—Rajah Kristo Manicko’s Ranee used to get the
allowance.

O.—When Kristo Manicko’s Ranee used to get the
allowance, at that time were the plaintiff’s
father and plaintiff’s uncle Beermonee living
or not ; do you know ¢

A.—At that time Beermonee was dead. Plaintiff’s
father was alive.

Q.—How long after Rajah Kristo Manicko’s death,
did the said Beermonee die ?

A.—1 know that the said Beermonee died before
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Kristo Manicko’s death ; but whether before or
after, I do not clearly recollect.

Q.—Did any one of the name of Norendro Manicko
become Rajah ¢

A.—Did become Rajah. The brother of Ram
Manicko, the son of Gobind Manicko became
Rajah under the name of Norendro Manicko.
Again Ram Maunicko by showing Norendro
Manicko, himself Fecame Rajah ; this I have
heard

Q.—Do you know who was Jooboray to Nokhotro
Manicko and Noitendio Manicko ?

A.—This I do not know, nor have I heard it.

Q.—D¢ you know whise Jocoborajes were the
Rajahs Nokhottro Manicko, Norendra Manicko
and M>hendio Manicko, and Joy Manicko, and
Indro Manicke, and Rajdhur Manicko ?

A.—1I have heard that none of these was Jooboraj,
and I have seen Rajdhur Manicko.

Q.—Do you know whether any nne of the name
of Norohurrv was Jooboraj to any Rajah or
not ?

A. I have heard that one person of the name of
Norohurry was Joy Manicko's Jocboraj.

Q. —=Do youknow that when Joy Manicko appointed
Norohutry Jooborai, anv brother of Joy
Manicko was alive or not ?

A.—At that time, Joy Manicko’s brother Bejoy
Manicko was alive.

Q.—When Notohurry became Jooboraj, at that
time whether Bej>y Manicko had any brother
or not. Do you know ?

A.—1I have not heard any other name.
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Q.—When Rutno Manicko appointed Gourychurn
and Chumpuck Roy and Boleebheem Narain
Jooborajes, at that time whether Rutno
Manicko’s brothers, Moliendro Manicko, and
Dhurmo Manicko, and Mokoondn Manicko,
were alive or not. Do you know ¢

A,—Were alive, I heard.

Q.—With the exception of a Rajah’s son, did any
other Jooboraj become Rajah or not. Do you
know ?

A.—W.ith the exception of Rajah’s son, Boleebheem
Narain, Gourychurn, and Chumpuck Roy did
become Jooborajes, these died while the Rajah
was alive ; but two of them died, and the other
left the country. Excepting a Raiah’s son, no
other Jooboraj became Rajah.

Q.—What relation existed between Norohurry
and Joy Manicko ?

A. -1 do not know about their relationship.

Q.—Before Norohurry became Jooboraj, was he
entitled to the Rajgee or not ?

A.—He was entitled

Q —Was Norohurry the son of any Rajah or not ?

A.—He was of Kullyan Manicko’s family. I have
not heard whether he was the son of any Rajah
or not.

Q —Before Boleebheem Narain, Gourychurn and
Chumpuck Roy became Jooborajes, had they
some right to the Rajgee of Tipperah ?

A.—Boleebheem Narain had no right; forcibly,
when Ram Manicko died, at that time he made
Rutno Manicko, who was the said Boleebheem’s
sister’s son, the Rajah, and the said Boleebheem
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Narain became Jooboraj; Gourychurn and
Chumpuck Roy had a right owing to relation-
ship, but they died during the life-time of the
Rajah This I have heard.

Q. — Are you surety for the plaintiff in this suit or
not ¢

A.—I am surety for the fees of the plaintiff’s
pleader.

Q—When Rajah Kristo Manicko became Rajah, at
that time, where was the plaintiff’s father y

A.—T have heard he was in the country.

Q.—From the commencement of the filing of the
putwaries’ papers of Chuckla Roushnabad, are
they filed with Kalichurn Dewan’s signature
or not ¢

A.—From the commencement, the papers have been
filed with the signature of Kalicharn Dewan as
(Gomastha of the Rajah. This I have seen and
know.

Q.—Have you seen or heard all what you have
stated aboud Gungadhur and plaintiff’s father

A.—'" have heaird about Lukhun Manicko, I have
scen and heard from the time Rajah Rajdhur
Manicko became Rajah, everything before Rajah
Rajdhur Manicko became Rajah I have heard.
The defendant’s pleaders said that they had no
more questions.

This day, 24th December 1806, again the
witness apperred and took oath according to
practice.

Questions by the Court.—Is Agurtollah the seat of
kingdom or not ¢

A.—It is the seat of the kingdom.
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Q.—Is the person who is the master of Agurtollah
the seat of the kingdom, the same who is agent
of the zemindary or not ¢

A.—The man is so.

Q.—In that kingdom, what is the office of Jooboraj?

A.—The Jooboraj is next to the Rajah. Asis the
Rajah so is the Joob rs;j.

Q.—According to the rules of the kingdom, who
is eligible to the post of Jooboraj ¢

A.—The Raja’s son and brother’s son and brother
are entitled to the Riig:e and Zemindary, these
become Jooborajes.

Q.—When any person bocomes Rajah according to
established usage and nt by force, at that time
was there any rule for there being any Jooboraj

or not ¢

A.—There was.

Q.—1Is this rule ancient or new p

A—Whether it was before or not I do nct know. 1
have heard from the ti'ne of Kullvan Manicko.

Q. —In case there is a Joobo-aj or not, what is the
correct rule, by whiclh one succeeds another
Rajah ¢

A.—In case there is a Jooboraj, the Jooboraj
succeeds ; if there be no Jooboraj, then the
Burro Thakoor becomes Jooboraj; and then
Rajah,

Q.—If there be no Burro Thakoor, then who
become the Rajah ¢

A.—That there be# both a Jooboraj and Burrc
Thakoor, up to this moment, such has never

* So in the original. been the case ; such I have
A. A, not even heard.
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Q.—How is the Burro Thakoor appointed ¢

A.—The Rajah by giving a flower-garland and the
dignity appoints the Burro Thakoor ; the yellow
fan is used for the Burro Thakoor.

Q.—Is there any such custom amongst the Tipperah
Rajahs by which the Rajah can will his king-
dom to another person ?

A.—I have never seen ic.

Q.—Can any sort ot son born ot the loins of the
Tipperah Rajah become Rajah by usage or not ?

A.—According to the established usage in the

presence of Jooboraj and Burro Thakoor,
. So 1n the original the Raja’s Son can* become
A A Rajah ; but it by force,

then I cannot say.

Q.—Did Bijoy Manicko and Joy Manicko become
Rajahs regularly or irregularly . if they became
irregularly, then in what consisted the irregula-
rity ?

A.- These two persons were not genuine Rajahs.
I have mentioned before about Joy Manicko’s
becoming Rajah. After the death of Rajah
Woodoy Manicko alleging that Kristomonee
Jooboraj and others have left the country, Bejoy
Manicko was ccming with a perwannah in his
own name, when he died on the road. 1 have
heard that the perwannah was for the Rajgee.
As the Jooboraj was alive at the time, theretfore
I have called it irregular and not genuine.

Q.,—Who is worthy to be Burro Thakoor ?
A.—The Rajah’s son, brother’s Son, and brother.
In the absence of these, any of the kindred.
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Q.—Who was Lukhun Manicko, that is whether a
Rajah or Jooboraj or Burro Thakoor ?

A.—When Kristomonee Jooboraj was not in the
country, at that time Lukhun Manicko became
Rajah. He was never a Jooboraj or Burro
Thakoor

Q.—Is the defendant Ramganga, the son of Rajah
Rajdhur Manicko or not ?

A.—I answered this question before. The defendant
Ramgunga belongs to the family Rajah Ram
Manicko, the son of Rajah Rajdhur Manicko.

Q.—You have stated that the Rajah’s son, brother’s
son, and brother became Jooborajes ; if besides
these any kindred become Jooboraj, then can
he become Rajah or not ?

A.—According to custom, he can.

Q.—Have you any document of the time in which
Woodoy Manicko and Lukhun Manicko reigned
or not ?

A.—Of the reign of Woodoy Manicko I have a
sunnud in -my father’s name ; that sunnud is
at my lodgings.

(8d.) J. MELviLL,

2nd Judge.
(Sd.) C. A. Bruct,
3rd Judge.
(S8d.) J. E.
Registrar.
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SUMMARY IN ENGLISH

Krishnamala is an important historical work written
sometime between 1790 and 1800 AD in Bengali
rhyming verse by Dwija Ramganga. It deals with
the eventful and troubled reign of Maharaj Krishna
Manikya of Tripura. The king was born in ¢ 1717,
iraprisoned in ¢ 1739, exiled in 1748 and coronated
in 1760. He died in July, 1783 He was very
adversely involved in several battles and intrigues.

In the geographical and political topography of
Tripura, hills and valleys occur aiternately. Tripura
attained a high degree of prestige during the 15th
and the early 16th Century ; but since the late
16th Century the position fell abrubtly, and decline
came The prominence of Triipura rested on the
capability ot three famous kings, namely Dharma
Manikya (1431-1462 AD), Dhanya Manikya (1490-
1515) and Vijay Manikya (1532-1563). The cases
of the downfall of the Tripur1 ampire were same
as those responsible for the downfall of the Gupta
empire and the Mughal empire.

Krishna Manikya reigned during a period of
great transition. His reign witnessed the transition
from Muslim hegemony to British paramountoys.
While the memory of recurrent invasion by the
Afghans, the Pathan, the Turks and the Mughals
was hanging like the sword of damocles, a new
European power was emerging with disciplined
force and apparently polite behaviour.

Tripura was suffering from a degenerative
disease. There was anarchy and chaos all around.
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Taking advantage of that abonormal situation, an
upstart named Samser Gaji from the South-West
corner of Tripura attacked, invaded and occupied the
kingdom in 1748 and ravaged it for about a decade.
Samser has been referred to as Dakait meaning
dacoit because his means and ends, aims and objacts,
strategy any wmodus operandi were like those of
dacoits.

The royal family became fugitive The subjects
became panicky. The ministers, noblesand soldiers
fled from the capital town Udaipur. condition of
the western plains portion of Tripura became miser
able, the condition of the eastern hilly part was a
bit good. Krishna’s clder brother Maharaj Indra
Manikya had left for Murshidabad where he died
of self-administered poison. The royal family led
by Krishnamani and a retinue retired into the
eastern hills and jungles.

Unfortunately, even such a Critical situation
could not evoke a strong mass movement for soli-
darity and sovereignty. The kingdom was caught
in meshes of intrigues. Jay Manikya instigated
the Kuki people. The Khucong, the Kuki
and the Lushai communities stopped paying taxes
and tributes, and attacked the royal family.
Lakshman  Manikya, Ramdhan, Rainamardan
Narayan and Uttar Singha became fifth columnists
and puppets in the hands of the usurper Samser
Gazi.

So even the hills and jungles were not safe for
the royal family, The family and the retinue had
to leave Tripura ; moved north-eastward, reached
the Barak valley and took shelter in the Hirimba
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Kingdom (modern Kachar-Karimganj). A matri-
monial alliance was concluded between the two
dynasties of Hirimba and Tripura. The capital of
Hirimba was at Khashpur. At Khashpur the
fugutive family halted for about three years. Then
some other Kuki clans entreated the family to leave
Khashpur and halt at Purbakool. Purbakool was a
hilly place, situated to the south-west of the Barak
Valley as well as Hirimba Rajya, but within Tripura.
The request was honoured, and the family was
shifted to Purbakool.

In the mean time, Ramdhan was suddenly killed
at Velar Hakar by three patriots, namely Banamali,
Gobardhan and Joydev. B:ing atraid of retaliation
by Samser, those patriots and nobles left velar
Hakar, moved south-eastward, passed through wild
areas and assembled at a Riang village in the upper
courses of the Gomatinadi and near the Mayaninadi.
There the village chief was Chandiprasad Narayan
he received them cordially. Krishnamani sent
Haridhan Laskar from Purbo Kool to the Riang
village to talk leaders and nobles. They sent him
back with an invitation for the personal visit of
Krishnamani. Keeping the royal at Purbakool
to be looked after by Harimani, Krishnamani came
to the Riang village.

There one Abdul Rajjak met Krishnamani.
Abdul was a righth and man of Samser. Abdul
sought to side with Krishnamani on the pretext of
quarrel with and separation from Samser. The
royal priest Dharmaratna Narayan out of the
Brahmanical wisdom advised to be careful about
Abdul. After a few days Abdul and Ranamarddan
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Narayan led a detachment of Samser from Udaipur,
reached the Riang village and attacked the assembl-
age. In a grim battle, the Muslim troops were
defeated and repulsed.

So Krishnamani left the Riang village and
started for Purbakoo!, On the way he halted at
Bangapara near the Langai river, there he came to
know the depredations of the Khucong tribe on the
family at Purbakool. So he ordered has retinue
for expedition against the Khucong. The retinue
was suddenly attacked and Krishnamani was severely
injured by the Khucong tribe. Anyhow, he reached
Haliakandi and decided to shift his camp The
retinue selected a hill-top near Sonai Dewan
Pathar. That hill-top was within Tripura territory
and adjacent to the Hirimba Rajya. The camp soon
became beautiful and busy colony. The ministry of
Hirimba Rajya apprehended that Krishnamani would
capture Hirimba. So it decided to drive out the
family and destroy the colony. In a Pitched battle,
the retinue of Krishnamani was defeated. The camp
was shifted to the Manu valley within the heart
of Tripura.

Meanwhile, the ambitious and bloodthirsty
Samser was taken a prisoner by the army of Mir
Jafar (1757-1760) the Nawab of Murshidabad and
was shot dead there. Now Abdul Rajjak came to
the forefront, dominated the scene and st. od in the
way of Krishnamani.

The need of the hour was consolidated eftorts
to drive out Abdul, At that time, the Kuki people
played another dirty game. Out of wickedness,
they misled Krishnamani and instigated the retinue
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to take a revenge against Hirimba Rajya. One
Karbar Ali Fakir also excited the Tripura army.
It was a calculated bluff. Being entrapped, Krishn-
amani committed a mistake and ordered his troops
to advance against Hirimba. There the Tripura
army attained initial victory. The carnage lasted
for a few days. The Tripura army plundered much
booty. But at lest the joint force of Hirimba and
Jaintia defeated and repulsed the Tripura army.

In April, 1759 Krishnamani came further down
to the plains and reached Mantala to observe the
situation. The family wasat the Manu valley
where in August, 1759 a son was born to Harimani.
The boy named Rajdhar was destined to rule
Tripura from 1755 to 1804 AD. Abdul Rajjak waged
wars against Uripura.  Several battles were fought
at Meherkool Commiulla, Khandal, Dakshin-Sik and
Kashba between the Muslim and the Tripura army
tor 18 months at this phase.

Having defeated the cnemics, Krishnamani now
felt a bit relieved. So in october, 1760 ministers
and soldiers made arrangement for the coronation
of Krishnamani. Krisknamant’s reign name became
Mahar j Krishna Manikya. There was much
rejoicing. The ceremony was held at Kailagarh
port (Kashba) Because Udaypur was the target of
several attacks by Mogs from the south and by the
Muslims from Dacca, Krishna Manikya decided to
shift the capital from Udaypur to Agartala in 1760.

But attacks were again repeated with renewal
force by the Muslims. Fierce battles took place at
Meherkool, Dakshin sik, Khandal, Falgconkara,
Kashba and Udaipur. The Muslim forces of
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Muhammed Rejakhan started from Chittagong and
having defeated the Triputa army in all the battles
reached Kashba. At this critical moment, one
contingent of the East India Company captured
Chittagong and drove out Muhammed Reja khan.
This capture considerably weakened the Muslim
forces they went back to Chittagong under the
command of Ramsankar on 01-12-1760 Mr. Harry
Verelst was appointed chief of Chittagong by
Henry Vansittart of fort William, On 05 01-1761
Harry Verelst formally took administration of
Chittagong from Muhammed Reja Khan. During
that time of distress, the Kuki people played yet
another dirty game ; they rebelled and stopped
paying taxes and tributes.

The East India Company set up a factory at
Negrais in Lower Burma. Being instigated by the
French, Alaung-paya of Burma destroyed it, The
company was in search of a scope to retaliate The
chance came when Manipur had contacted the com-
pany for safety against repeated attacks from Burma.
Haridas Goswami was sent from Manipur to Chitta-
gong to negotiate with Harry Virelst, The mission
was successful and a treaty was concluded in 1762.
In January 1763 a detachment of the company’s
troops led by Harry Verelst left Chittagong, reached
Kashba of Tripura in March, 1763, honourably
participated in the Dol-Yatra organised by Maharaj
Krishna Manikya and proceeded towards Manipura
Via Hirimba Rajya along with two distinguished
generals of Tripura, namely Jaydev Ray and Luci-
darpa Narayan deputed by Krishna Manikya.

At that time (1760-1763) the Nawab of Bengal
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was Mir Qasim. Mir Qasim initially assigned
Burdwan, Chittagong and Midnapur to the com-
pany. But relations between the Company and the
Nawab soon deteriorated. Mir Qasim felt strong
enough to disturb the company. There were
battles at such places as Katwa, Gheria, Uday Nala
and Dacca between the company and the Nawab.
At Dacca the company’s detachment was led by
one Vrindaban. So the company recalled its army
from Hirimba and the English army defeated
Vrindaban Mir Qisim was completely defeated in
the final battle at Buxar on 22-10-1764. The
company restored Mir Jafar (1763-1765); Mir Jafar
died in 1765. On 1208.1765 Clive secured from
Shah Alam a firman granting the company the
Dewani of Bengal, Bihar and Orrisa.

Clive was head of the company in Bengal from
December, 1756 to February, 1760. Clive's successors
were Holwell (February to July 1760) and Vansi-
ttart (duly, 1760 to 1764). During the absence
(1760-1764) of Clive, the companys servants
became very corrupt and demoralised. The
Company’s servants, some Muslim Fauzdars and the
fifth columnist Balaram of Triputa came to
an unholly alliance. They attempted to capture
Tripura, Clive returned to India and became the
Governor of Bengal from May, 1765 to January,
1767.

Krishna Manikya sailed for Calcutta in
December, 1766 to seek redress against the unholy
alliance. There he met Gokul Ghosal and Harry
Verelst. Verelst received him politely and perso-
nally accompanied the king upto Murshidabad, and
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secured a firman from Najm-ud-daula recognising
the legal right of Krishna Manikya.

In 1767 the Maharaj returned home joyously.
There was much rejoicing at Agartala. The king
then engaged himself to set the wretched admini-
stration in order. He excavated tanks, built temples,
donated lands and petformed Puja.

But his last attempt to survey the western part
was not met with success because of opposition
from the Resident Mr Leeke. The king had been
so shocked that he could not endure it , he fell ill.
After a prolonged illness he breathed his last on
11-07-1783 A. D. Krihsna Manikya was laborious
and parriotic. He encountered several cases of
conspiracy, death, teud, fight, rebellion and trea-
chery. He struggled very hard to overcome them
all and to save the kingdom,

Krishna Manikya was a pious king. He wor-
shipped the goddess Durga at purbakool and Mayani
hills, the chaudda Devata at Mayani hills, and the
goddess Kali at Kailagarh, Udiypur and Calcutta.
He excavated big ponds at Kalikaganja and Jagann-
athpur. He arranged Toola Purush Dan. He
performed the Sradda ceremony of his deceased
brothers Indra Manikya and Harimani. He offered
lands. He was affectionate towards his brothers,
ministers, relatives, soldiers and subjects.

But what was the condition of the common
peoplet The life of the king and the subjects was in
Utter distress. In 1781 Krishna Manikya expressed
his inability to take the lease of Roshnabad on an
annual revenue of Rs. 1,68,000/-. That was suspected
and supposed to be an ill motivated attempt for
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rebellion against the Company. The Resident of
the Company, Mr. R. Leeke mobilised army form
Chittagong and Mymensing to teach the King a
a lesson. Mr. Leeke was, however, advised to
refram from taking such drastic action against the
king. Nevertheless, the Company left no stone
unturned to squeese Land revenue from the king,
zamindars, peasants and ryots Sometimes, armed
forces were applied to correct revenue. The
peasants and ry. ts of Roshnabad were subjected to
object servitude. The other side had almost absolute
power. Arson, dacoity, conversion, piracy and
plundering further worsened the lite and lot of the
people. There was no satety and security of the
person and property of the people. The entire
Kingdom was averitable war field. There were
anarchy and affliction all around.



