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Rabindranath Tagore to .Sylvain Lévi
1

Darmstadt
June 14 1921

Dear Acharya,

| am sure you have got my last letter by this time which
must have crossed yours.The misstatement that appeared in
my absence in the newspaper, has caused me great
annoyance and | am taking steps so that such offence may
not be repeated against me in future. Today is my last day in
Germany and | shall take this opportunity of telling the people
how this misrepresentation has hurt me.

Tonight | am starting for Vien[n]a- from there | shall go
to Prague. If | can avail myself of the air communication
between Prague and Strasbfolurg then | may see you once
again in that town before going to Paris. If not we shall meet
in Paris.

In the meanwhile allow me to express to you, my dear
friend, my deep gratitude for the interest you have helped to
awaken for my cause in the minds of the citizens of
Strasb[o]urg, and, above all things, for your own personal gift
of friendship which has deeply touched my heart. | have
discovered that it is your nature to give out the best that you
have which makes you the best teacher and the best friend.

Ever yours
Rabindranath Tagore

2

Calcutta
Oct 29, 1925

Very likely you do not know that | have been lying ill for
a long time. It prevented me from sailing for Europe on the
eve of my departure, my doctor having declared me as in too
damaged condition for transhipment. | have determined to
make another attempt by the next March defying doctor’s
warning if he is still against my movement. Possibly | need
rest more thananything else which will be easier for me in
some European sanatorium than in India where every visitor
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who claims attention against doctor’'s prohibition thinks that
exception should be made only in his favour. However, what
doctors prescribe for me amounts to feigning death in order
to delude death under a camouflage. But it is difficult to
forget that | am still alive and to behave as if | were not.
Driven by aches, and weakness | had to leave Shantiniketan
and am compelled to drag on my days of exile in Calcutta
which itself is an additional malady for me. | hope | shall have
my release in about a fortnight's time and find my place in the
Paradise regained. Morris, is with me sharing my torment,
looking after my correspondence and behaving in every way
as my guardian angel. | am sure he will be born a Brahmin
in his next birth through the merits he is acquiring every day
while in his present incarnation; in return for his goodness,
he receives his three cups of tea morning and evening well-
sugarred and all the delicacies that can only be had in
Bengal. The news that | have my self-appointed
representative in the person of Braganza, is diconcerting.
This is the danger of having one's name spread abroad,
affording shelter to numerous nameless individuals whom
one hardly knows. Demerits of one’s own make are heavy
enough and it is unfair to have added to them others
belonging to the unbidden guests who cling to one’s fame
that has an inconveniently wide frontier.

Please tell Bagchi, that | have been negotiating with
Calcutta University on his behalf and that there is every
chance of their accepting his proposal.With kindest regards
to didima and yourself.

Your affectionate friend
Rabindranath Tagore.

3

Santiniketan
Jan 18, 1928

ey,

Your letter has given me very great relief. While in Java
in one of my lectures | couldnot resist my temptation and
proclaimed my pride in the friendship which we had won from
you while you were with us. Some one, who evidently did not
relish my presumption, sent me an English transiation of a
report purported to contain your own opinion about us
published in some Dutch paper. You can well imagine how
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deep went the shaft and | fell like a sudden subsidence of the
ground from under my feet without the least warning.
However, let nightmares have done with their pranks, and the
sweet human relationship of our normal life resume its
course..

You must have heared from newspapers some account
of my adventures across the Eastern waters, where | had a
few months of very interesting experience. But my physical
body grew tired and | felt a longing for enjoying some period
of perfect inaction chasing fugutive dreams in the air. But my
stars are again conspiring to drive me out from my corner
and | have already accepted an invitation from Oxford to
deliver Hibbert lectures about the end of October,. If you
return by that time to Paris | hope to meet you there. Very
likely | shall go to Europe in the beginning of spring and
spend the summer in Switzerland writing my lectures. All the
while | shall wait for the opportunity when we shall exchage
our gifts and | shall make love to Didima with your permission
or what is better, without it.

With love to you both

Ever Yours
Rabindranath Tagore

4

Cap Martin,
April 6 1930

My dear friend,

| have been busy writing my lectures and they have not
yet been finished. | postponed writing to you for definitely
deciding about when | must come to Paris.
The letter which | expect to have in a day or two from Dr
Drummond, fixing the date for my Oxford lectures will help
me in making my programme. | strongly hope that | shall be
in Paris when you are there not in the expectation of having
“high class Indians”,, around me but that of enjoying a quiet
time with friends like yourself avoiding as much as possible
the boredom of noisy receptions. It will be a great deal more
tempting for me if you occasionally drop in to our place to
lunch, with Didima as our guardian angel, and in return ask
us to tea all by ourselves.
Life is too short for wasting it in unrealities; friends
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are few and opportunities are not too numerous.
With my love to Didima and to yourself
Rabindranath Tagore

Sylvain Lévi to Rabindranath Tagore

1

Strasbourg
June 10, 1921

My very dear friend.

| am to inform you, on behalf of my colleagues, that
we have created here a “Tagore Committee, in order to
present the Santiniketan University with a collection of
French classics.” The appeal reads thus: “Strasbourg, where
the poet's visit has left a souvenir not to be forgotten, seems
to be the proper place where to initiate a subscription; the
expression of France's literary genius will remain connected
for ever with Alsace’s evocationin the student'’s library of
Santiniketan.” ’

Our appeal at its first start, happened to encounter a
bad chance. Just at the same time Count von Keyserling
printed, in the “Red Day” a paper on “Tagore and Germany” ,,
the translation of which has already been just sent to you by
Mr. Nag,,. There you are represented as a man who believes
and asserts that mankind's future lies with Germany, as an
admirer and lover of Germany, full of despise for the allied
nations of Entente, etc. Here, after half a century of
oppression, people do resent such talks more than anywhere
in France; we have had rather much to do in order to explain
away those stetements.

We have already begun to collect and purchase French
classics; please let us know as soon as you can where the
books are to be deposited. | suppose you have a large
amount of printed matter to be dispatched altogether to India,
and.have selected some place where they are being
gathered. If you come back through Strasbourg, where we
are staying up to the end of the month, the Committee
wishes to present you a full list of subscribers. | think this
place will be the best to enjoy a rest after such a long
journey. Believe me, my very dear friend,’ '

Very sincerely yours
Sylvain Lévi
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2

Paris
19th february 1925

Very dear Gurudev

| was so delighted to have your note mailed from Port
Said that | want to reply immediately. | hope that you had my
own letter before sailing, though you do not refer to it. We
have been anxious about your heaith, and more since we
had heard that you had to sail so suddenly. Still, as | see, we
can hope to welcome you here after a short time. We miss
you just as a large part of our own life.

Your letter of protest, sent from Venice on the eve of
your departure, was shown by me to some friends who
wished to have it published. | hope you will not make any
objection against its being printed; of course, if you do not
agree, | shall stop it before publication. | felt as though you
yourself wanted to reach beyond me my own countrymen.
But | am afraid that you have been mistaken when giving too
much credit to anonymous or unauthorized reports,,. | must
state frankly that all people familiar with the real history of
China could not accept coldly the picture of China as you had
drawn it in your speeches at Shanghai or Peking; whatever
good or bad is seen in China of the past can be found almost
exactly the same on the Western side. | am sure that you will
admit that, consciously, you are feeling partial in favour of the
East. Whatever may be the amount of differences between
the twins,, man after all is everywhere the same, and neither
East nor West has any privilege of vices or virtues. Here and
there you have an average of rajasa people, a good lot of
sattvikas, an equal number of tamasas. If some of these
rajasas can be turned into sattvikas, this is a great reward of
human activity, quite sufficient to repay all endeavours and
pains.

It may be that some paper has pointed to you as “ a
political progagandist in disguise”. You do not expect that
papers, even in East, are compelled to tell the truth. | do not
read all papers; | have quite enough with one daily, and |
think it better to accept that fact than to be bound to search
for the paper referred to. What that paper could say or not
has no influence on your, standing in the opinion of the
French public. We are toa much entangled in our own
difficulties to keep an eye open on Indian politics; this may be
wrong, but this is the fact. We are beginning to confront the
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aut'onomy of national freedom and colonial possessions
whlcl) mean or imply a sort of slavery. This conscience is
growing quickly even among political men, and it will act
presently as an important factor in our political life. But you,
Gurudeyv, for all French people, you stand as Rabindranath
Tagore, an artist, a poet, who has found a definite expression
of some deep feelings, of some high aspiration of mankind;
that is why you are venerated, even worshipped by all
calsses or people who happen to know your name and your
works. We shall not try to exploit your candour for national
propaganda; we shall welcome you as one who can compare
with Victor Hugo and Lamartine, an

other avatar of celestial poetry.

Sylvain Lévi
3

9 Rue Guy de la Brosse
Paris(Ve)
15th february 1934

Very dear Gurudev

We have both been very happy to receive your
Vichitra,,. We were wondering how and why you were
keeping such a dead silence for years. That you had
forgotten us after such a happy life of friendly intimacy
seemed to be beyond any possibility. That you were ill we
could not happily believe, as we happen to get indirect news
sufficiently reassuring. Now, if you have not sent your hand
written word, at least an echo of your voice, your singing
voice has reached us. And it suddenly reminds me of that
wonderful time when | was enjoying your teaching and used
to read under your guidance your Bengali verses. And how
beautiful the presentation! Santiniketan will have promoted
India in every line; printing and plates are worthy of your
name. | see that | can still make my own way through
Bengali; | do understand enough to enjoy the heavenly music
of your poetry. With the help of one of our Bengali students
here, | hope to get a full-interpretation. | have been delighted
to hear that M. Fabri, is going to join Santiniketan. He is a
charming young man, and he has married a charming
English girl; she is an excellent painter,, and he is a
thorough scholar, an amazing linguist, and a master in
archaelogy. Through him | shall hear again about all our
people in Santiniketan. :

We are both sending to you our common love.
Sylvain Lévi
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