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THE NEW LEAVEN IN BENGAL
(An Appreciation of Babu Rabindronath Tagore’s Short Stories.)

The India we live in is not the same land as the India of our
great grand fathers. Wave after wave of change has swept
over the country, till at last nothing remains unaltered save
the granite foundations of Hinduism. Institutions have
changed so much that should the shades of our great-
grandfathers revisit the land in which they lived and worked
and died, they would moumfully feel themselves as much out
of place in it as if it werc a land of foreigners. But it is
not with the outer aspects of modern Indian life that we want
to deal here. These aspects, especially in their relation to the
State, have been ably set forth by Mr. Cotton in his New India.
Nor do we want to deal with the influence which the light
and learning of the West have had upon the intellect of the
East. Our concern here is with the inner life of our people
as far as it has been affected by the altered circumstances of
this ncw era. We shall here see what effect the altered
conditions of society have had upon the feelings and doings
of the men we live among.

The West is giving us knowledge. But knowledge is not
an unmixed blessing. Nay, it may even become a curse : for
knowledge may open our eyes to miseries which cannot be
remedied, knowledge may crcate longings which are hard to
realise. Therefore, we cannot affirm that as the people now
have more of knowledge they must have more of happiness.
Indeed, a school of thinkers (chief among them Sir Alfred
Lyall and that delighttul story-teller Mrs. Flora Annie Stecle)
have gone so far as to hold that the new knowledge has
brought more misery than happiness. Borrowing the imagery

Y



of the Evangelists they are never tired of lamenting that this
putting the new wine of Western thought into the old bottles
of Eastern lite has led to the bottles bursting and the wine
being spilt.

We do not say that in the old life there was no sorrow
and no suffering. Sorrow there was all the sorrow that must
ever be the heritage of the progeny of Adam. But it was
felt less intelligently, and therefore, less acutely. It was felt
as a vague stirring within, felt almost like the dull sensations
of the brute creation. Moreover, there were then two things
to solace the human heart : Fatalism and Religiousness. The
blind fatalism proverbial to Orientals furnished an ever ready
explanation of the inequalities of human lots, and served to
lesson the contrast between the happy and the miserable. Faith
in a living God made this life a mystery and not a thing to
reason about. An antidote to the sorrows of this life was
supplied by the prospective bliss of the life to come. Our
span of life and the pleasures and pains that flutter it, were
dwarfed into utter insignificance by the side of the importance
of the Life Fternal which comes from knowing Him and
walking in His way.

The old life was more uniform. Its members were more
in harmony with each other. In its social arrangement
every one had his settled place, which he could not leave at
will and which kept him in loving and friendly relation
with all the rest. It was more stationary, more leisurely and
it had therefore more of those affections which
conservatism nourishes.  There could be in it no rude
transplantations of young hearts to utterly unsympathetic
regions.

But the modern world moves on rapidly in the pursuit
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of material gain. It has no settled habits, no old affections
for its affections are hot allowed the time to grow old. (I
say this of its active and more successful members and not
of those sweet but weaker souls which fail because they cannot
adapt themselves to the spirit of the age). There is less of
charity, less of kindliness for men have less leisure to think,
less leisure to be considerate to others. Its sudden changes
and shiftings give violent wrenches to hearts not yet hardened,
for there is less of that sympathy between man and man which
makes the new comer feel at home among strange faces. The
paradise of this new creed, the much-vaunted ‘City of Palaces’
of this new civilisation, Calcutta, what is it but a vast
wildemess in which a stranger is really more solitary than in
solitude itself ? Two instances taken from Robindronath Tagore’s
“Short Stores” will illustrate our meaning. The boy Fatik
leaves the free open air life and troop of playmates of his
village home, comes to Calcutta, and meets with cold
loveless neglect and the apathetic gaze of strangers, but none
to love him, none to care for him; the very atmosphere of
the city seems to choke him. ‘The Post-master’ of Ulapur
pines alone in his hovel of a post-office ; there are men around
him but he cannot mix with them ; there is no reciprocity of
feeling between the two classes : the new knowledge has
parted the cultured and the cultured more widely than of
yore.

The new life is thus marked by two things : new forms
of suffering have been created ; and the old forms of suffering
have become more manifest and more keenly, because more
intelligently, felt. The altered spirit of the age has brought
in new sorrows, and increase of knowledge has heightened
the acuteness of old sorrows. To take a particular instance
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of the latter class : — The heart of the girl Ratan (story No.
3) twines its tendrils round the post master. They cannot
marry. But in the old world he would have looked upon
this attachment as only the fidelity of a menial servant, and
have forgotten her ; or it would have taken shape as a brute
passion gratified by unholy union. But in the new world
they are alive to the real nature of the attachment— the one
with more, the other less, distinctness. It is this knowledge,
this recognition of emotion, this intelligent suffering, that
sharpens the edge of sorrow and heightens the tragedy of the
parting.

Robindronath Tagore is an interpreter of this new phase
of our society, of these new forms of suffering. Paradoxical
though it may sound, we confidently predict that his short
stores will last longer than his poems. For, those are a truer
representation of life, or rather a fuller view of life as a whole
than his poems— which give only a partial sketch of life and
are incomplete even in that.

Of his poems the subject matter very often is the
sentimental whining of lovers. The accessories are
moonlight (‘the smile of the Moon’, as he is fond of
calling it,) chaplets of flowers, the gentle zephyr, the melody
of birds ; tears from eyes that must be half-bleared by such
constant action of the water works, sights from hearts that are
broken for no very conceivable cause,— in short the accom-
paniments of sickly sentimentality and want of virile strength.
Their hero is often a ‘lover with a sad sonnet made to
his mistress’s eye-brow’; their heroine another ’airy, fairy,
Lilian,

But life is not all sun shine. (I beg pardon, it should
be ‘moonlight’— for the sunshine here is hateful and our poets
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shun it to sit piping under the banyan tree.) Life is not a
flowery bed— at least is modern times. The zephyr blows
for but few, and not always even for them. There are times
when the black angry clouds hurry through the sky, the wind
roars, and the elements are at war. Then the moon hides her
face in terror; timid zephyr flies away before the rushing
guests of wind ; the birds are cowed into silence : the flowers
are (lying?) down by the pelting shower and mingled with dust,
their very ... are torn up root by root and leaf by leaf. Such
tempests of the soul are entirely ignored in his poems ; nay,
he hardly recognises even those slow agonies which tender
and modest souls patiently bear, but which kill them inch by
inch. To try to render these in sentimental namby pamby verse
would be a mockery. Hence it is that we hold that his poems
are but light toys, pretty trifles, for the mind to sport with
in its hours of idleness, but to be laid aside in its more serious
moods. Hence it is, that these poems must be adjudged to
have failed in giving a true rendering of life.

But such a rendering of life, esp., of modem life, has
been given by Robindronath in his short stories, with a degree
of success unequalled by any other of our writers. The form
chosen is the most felicitious. He has naturalised the short
story in Bengali with wonderful success ;— he has retained
all the excellent features of its (French) original, while he has
added beauties which are peculiar to him. But we shall not
here criticise his style,— though some of the descriptions are
flawless gems, perfect prose-poems, which only a practised
poetical artist could have produced,— though some of his
sentences and even single phrases have a wonderful sugges-
tiveness and dramatic effect, bringing a whole scene before
the reader’s eye. Our work with him is to judge him as an
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interpreter of life, and to bring out the creced of which he is
the preacher.

In this age of steam and electricity, society is always
hurrying on. Those who cannot keep pace with its feverish
haste, those who turn aside to minister pity and love, those
who shrink from it selfish struggle,— in short, the meek, the
tender, and the weak, are mercilessly cut off by it as useless
encumbrances. These are stigmatised by it as failures in life :
these are its victims. To be tender is a crime in its eyes.
In the hard jostling for material gain, the tender and the
unassuming are shoved to one side, or thrown down and
trodden to death.

In this world we see many ‘Wee modest crimsontipped
flowers’ blooming in the by-ways and nooks of life. They
ask not for its praise, they fight not for its prises, they
seek not to leave their obscure homes for the high places
of the world. They only want to be let alone, they only
crave a little love. Guided solely by the healthiness of
nature, they take a simple unreasoning delight in the joys of
life : they sport in its sun-shine, they follow their hearts’
promptings untroubled by thought. There are many among
them with the souls no more serious than the little squirrels
that frisk on the ground and at the Icast alarm timidly run
up the tree ; only these squirrcls cannot fly (o a refuge. but
have to bear to the full the tender mercies of human beasts
of prey.

But society marches with iron heals, trampling under foot
the flowers by the way-side. It cannot appreciate them : it
will not even leave them unmolested. Socicty will not let
them life their innocent lives. Society will crush their
naturalness and force them to bow to its conventions. Society
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looks upon their healthy joy in life as a sin.

In these short stories our author has set forth some
varieties of the sufferings of the new life. First comes the
‘irrepressible’ daughter in law (story No. 2) and how saddening
is the truth put before us here ! In the old life daughters-in-
law were occasionally beaten by furious mothers-in-law. But
what did they suffer compared with some of their modem
sisters,— slowly killed by loveless neglect and cut to the quick
by the sharp taunts and cross looks of heartless money loving
mothers-in-law ? Passing by the femme incomprise and the
homesick boy, (stories 7 and 10,) we next have hearts, that
cling to each other, that do harm to nobody but only want
to make each other happy. But the world here interposes and
rudely parts them, (stories 3, 6, 15, &c.)

These sufferings of the new life can have three possible
results for their victims :— (i) some die : unable to ...... down
and are trodden in the press. (ii) In others the better self dies ;
naturalness and healthiness are bent to conform to convention-
ality. Such probably was the fate of Uma (story No. 7,)
probably she lived to be

“Old and formal, fitted to her petty part,

With a heard of wordly maxims preaching down a
daughter-in-law’ heart.”

(iii) Others struggle on to a higher life through suffering :
purified and tempered by passing through the fire. But such
precious souls are rare, esp., in Bengal.

Our author is nothing if not an aesthetic artist. His view
of ‘art’ seems to be that of Swinburne, namely, that ‘art’ has
nothing to do with morality, and that t0 append a moral to
any work only mars its beauty. Still, we venture to think that
one has not to go very far before he can glean some teaching
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from these tales. For, the True (i.e., the truly Beautiful) is
Good too ; and such a true rendering of life cannot in nature
fail to carry its moral with it.

The teaching of our author, if we mistake not, is :— Live
and let live. Crush not the innocent freedom of nature. Let
the little modest flowers of the world bloom unmolested ;
—they do you no harm, but they add to the beauty of God’s
glorious creation. Let our little squirrels frisk on; let our
butterflies :

“Flutter through life little day
In Nature’s varying colours’ breast”

Let children sport in the sunshine. For, these and the
like of them bring the light and sweetness of paradise to our
dismal earth. But when you see one of these lying unhappy,
tenderly nurse it, give it love, and it will recover. Touch them
with a gentle hand and a gentler heart ... Speak to them in
their own language. Shield them from the ... its bitterness,
its sorrows, and its corrupting influences.

Jadunath Sarkar
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57. We are now able again to turn to a brighter side
of the picture and to dwell upon the work of two schools of
exceptional interest which (if such influence as theirs
should extend widely through the Presidency) would encourage
sanguine hopes for the future of secondary education in
Bengal.

58. The school founded by Sir Rabindranath Tagore at
Bolpur in the western part of the Presidency is widely
famous both in India and in the West. It is a boarding
school for boys ; situated on a rolling upland in open country,
and combining, in its course of training and methods of
discipline, Indian tradition with ideas from the West. With
regard to the general work of the school it must suffice to
say that it is no small privilege for boys to receive lessons
in their vernacular from one of the most accomplished and
celebrated writers of the age. No one who has seen the
poet, sitting bare-headed in a long robe in the open veranda
of a low-roofed house— the wide hedgeless fields stretching
to the distant horizon beyond— with a class of little boys,
each on his carpet, in a circle before him on the
ground, can ever forget the impression, or be insensible to
the service which Sir Rabindranath Tagore renders to his
country by offering to the younger generation the best that
he has to give.

59. It is Sir Rabindranath’s strong conviction that, while
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English should be skilfully and thoroughly taught as a second
language, the chief medium of instruction in schools (and even
in colleges upto the stage of the university degree) should be
the mother tongue. He has four reasons for this belief ; first,
because it is through his mother tongue that every man learns
the deepest lessons of life ; second, becausc some of those
pupils who have a just claim to higher education cannot master
the English language ; third, because many of those who do
acquire English fail to achieve true proficiency in it and yet,
in the attempt to learn a language so difficult to a Bengali,
spend 100 large a part of the energy which is indispensable
to the growth of the power of independent thought and
observation ; and, fourth, because a training conducted chiefly
through the mother tongue would lighten the load of education
for girls, whose deeper culture is of high importance to India.
He holds that the cssential things in the culture of the West
should be conveyed to the whole Bengali people by means
of a widely diffused education, but that this can only be done
through a wider use of the vernacular in schools. Education
should aim at developing the characteristic gifts of the people,
especially its love of recited poetry and of the spoken tale,
its talent for music, its (too neglected) aptitude for expression
through the work of the hand, its powers of imagination, is
quickness of emotional response. At the same time, education
should endeavour to correct the defects of the national
tempcrament, to supply what is wanting in it, to fortify what
is weak, and not least to give training in the habit of steady
co-operation with others, in the alert use of opportunities for
social betterment, in the practice of mecthods of organisation
for the collective goods. For these reasons, in his own school
at Bolpur he gives the central place to studies which can best
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be pursued in the mother tongue ; makes full educational use
of music (“music is in the air here, though at first the boys
did not care for it”) and of dramatic representation (‘boys are
wonderful actors’), of imagination in narrative and of mannual
work ; of social service among less fortunate neighbours and
of responsible self-government in the life of the school-
community itself. For the achievement of these aims he feels
that, if the right place is found for it, there is strong need
for British influence in Indian education. And he speaks with
gratitude of the help which he has had from English teachers
in his own school, but he would refuse such help at all costs,
as being educationally harmful, where lack of sympathy
prevented a true human relation between the English teacher
and his Bengali pupils.

60. At Bolpur there are 160 boys, ranging in age from
six to over sixteen years. The staff consists of twenty-two
masters, or one to every eight boys. In all but the two highest
classes of the school the greater part of the teaching— three-
quarters of the whole— is given through the vernacular. The
boys all learn history, geography and natural science during
the greater part of their school course. The younger boys have
regular class teaching in music and in drawing. Sir Rabindranath
has found it necessary to form at the top of the school two
classes, each of one year, preparatory to the university
matriculation. It is in the higher of these two classes that
the anxiety of the boys begins. They feel that they are face
to face with a serious thing in their lives. For most of them
their future career will depend on their passing the examina-
tion. But the course of study in the classes below these two
upper classes represents more fully Sir Rabindranath Tagore’s
ideal in education.
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61. The following table shows the arrangement of the
work in the class just below the stage at which the boys
begin their preparation for the university matriculation

examination.

Bolpur School— Class below the two preparatory for

matriculation.

Number of pupils in the class...

Average age...

Length of each lesson-period...

Mother tongue (Bengali)

English ... ...

*Sanskrit

* Mathematics

* History

* Geography

* Natural

Aggregate for the week

......
......
......

science

of 5%/, hours a day.

......

16 (one being a girl).
14 years.
45 (or 40) minutes.

Lesson-
periods
per week.
6
12
6
12
3
3
6

48

In this class there are generally no out-of-school task set,
all the work being done in class.
In addition, there is for all the younger boys—

Music ...

cee

......

three periods a week.
three periods a week.

* These subjects, as well as the vernacular, are taught through Bengali.
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62. In the class above this, the boys drop natural science
and geography in view of the special requirements of the
university matriculation examination. At this stage, there are
no compulsory drawing or music lessons. The time given to
mathematics and Sanskrit is greatly incrcased. And there are
tasks to be done out of class hours.

Bolpur School

Preparatory class

Matriculation class.

Number of boys in the
class ... 16

Average age about 1§

Number of boys in the
class ... 17
Average age about 16

Subject

Number of lesson- Number of lesson-

periods periods
per week. Per week.
Mother tongue . . 6
English . 12 12
Sanskrit ... 9 (or. for additional 9
Sansknt 12).
Mathematics ... 12 12 (or. for additional
mathematics, 18).

History .. 6 6
Weekly aggregate
of lesson periods 45 (or 48) 45 (or 51)

‘The first four subjects in this list are compulsory for all the

boys in the class.

Sovr



Most of the boys take ‘additional mathematics’ and history
as their other subjects for the matriculation examination. Others
take history and additional Sanskrit or additional mathematics and
Sanskrit.

Each lesson-period is 45 (or 40) minutes. Natural science and
geography are dropped at this stage. In these classes there are no
cotnpulsory drawing or (compulsory) music lessons

Private tasks are done out of class.

63. Four members of the staff of Bolpur school—
Mr. Jagadananda Roy (Mathematics)., Mr. Santosh
C. Majumdar (Natural Science), Mr. Promoda Ranjan
Ghosh (English) and Mr. Nepal Chandra Roy (History)
favoured us with the following expression of their views on
points immediately affecting the connexion between high
school and the University. In these views, Sir Rabindranath
Tagore concurs—

(a) Geography, and Indian (with an outline of English)
history should be compulsory subjccts in the matriculation
examination. .

(b) A little mensuration should be introduced into the
paper in gcometry and, if possible, a little surveying as giving
practical application to the subject.

(¢) It is desirable that every boy should learn somc
natural science at school. But the examination test would not
be the surest guarantee that his interest in science had been
intelligently cultivated and traincd. And it would be impos-
sible for most schools to provide expensive laboratories,
apparatus and materials. If, however, (so far as those branches
of science are concerned) a genecral clementary training in
physics and chemistry was all that would be required. this
instruction could be given with simple apparatus in two lesson-
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periods a week. A certificate of the boy's having received
this instruction might be required from his school authorities
as a condition preliminary to his being allowed to enter for
the matriculation examination. Moreover, for the compulsory
paper in geography some study of scientific matters should
be required.

(d) The boys from Bolpur are entered for the university
matriculation examination as ‘private students’.  Sir
Rabindranath Tagore and the members of his staff feel that
it is important that this right should be retained. Bolpur School,
wishing to work out its own methods, has not applied to the
University for recognition.

64. The staff would like it to be possible for boys to
take direct from Bolpur School the intermediate arts exami-
nation and (if good laboratories could be secured) the inter-
mediate science examination. Work carried up to the inter-
mediate stage would, in their opinion, complete the course
appropriate to such a school.
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It interests me to think that Rabindranath remembered this
hymn, and when he wrote his play Natir Puja he took care to
insert it as Shrimati’s prayer— Fuji had given the hint.
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1. The Philosophy of Indian History Dec. 1910 pp. 628-32
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2. Sakuntala : Its inncr meaning Feb. 1911 pp. 171-75
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3. The Future of India March 1911 pp. 238-44
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(PR e e By

S.Impact of Europe on India

[Tox 8 9[dred |

6.The Impact of Europe in India

[To7 € e |
7.Beauty and Self-Control
RSIRESIER]
8.The Victorians in Defeat
| &9 2}/ ]
9.India’s Epic
ISIRIERE

10. Woman's Lot in East and West

| &) €SB |
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1911 pp. 334-38

1911 pp. 498-502

1911 pp. 93-97

1911 pp. 225-27

1911 pp. 560-65

1912 pp. 237-40

1912 pp. 573-79

1912 pp. 579-83

1912 pp. 571-73

1912 pp. 340-45

1912 pp. 563-67

1913 pp. 655-61



16. My Interpretation of Indian History Aug. 1913 pp. 113-18
[ SRSy e[ 4= |

17.Kalidas, the moralist Oct. 1913 pp. 347-49
[T @ =iFTl ]
18. Tagore's Ballads Apr. 1913  pp. 381

Poems : His Vow [ 2<% |
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S9O5-GF 33 dfdE B «F. wWTew TEINE @B
TRMe REred 38 aRFMRE Mra a3 oI o’
w3 AR Wewwe B Sage ==

Santiniketan
Ap. 12. 1919
My dear Jodu Babu,

I have been very much impressed (on going through the
file of the old Modem Review) with your translation from
Gurudev's Bengali works and their permanent value both for
Inglish and for Indian readers if collected and revised.

If you were able to do this collection and revision [in]
this hot weather and make them up into a complete book—
with possibly one or two important new translation such as
Gurudev might suggest— I should bc most glad to assist you
in any way I could by suggestions as to the nceds of the
English reader in England and also to recommend strongly
Macmillan to publish the book if you could wish it.

I have spoken very strongly about this to Gurudev and
he is very pleased with the suggestion. More and more in
England there is the demand for more accurate knowledge of

S



India and I fecl certain that the book would take. The Oxford
University Press has shown how great the demand is by its
publication of ‘histories’ and different series.
Could you write to me your opinion on the matter ?
Yours very sincerely
C. F. Andrews.

(T-FWF YA I AT kW FACZ, R TN
fof it s =fefcees Srren w3k FEEAECE YA
g o KA Igel IS AT @ € O} B
w3 | T e Rrsanr amed SR ke o@
ere fofa e w3 afsafre-ag (1 s sReeiges
@ | T wawe! e @ fits adve
T | R foq I/ @M AT IR Sd 1S
Pl

PRy Fremed ofs Tl @ SaEe e oR
2w $R CRE Weil [fietre e earEe |ig | sa s
HLA “The Vernacular Medium : Views of an Old Teacher™ SITN
qj¢xH e I (NS

The other party, whose chiet cxponent was the poet
Rabindranath Tagore, b-ld that by tecahing Mathematics, History,
Science and Geography in our Mother tongue we can not only

secure greater thoroughness but also effect a reduction of the
time so saved may be uscd in giving the boys a more thorough

s MR BT fereTNR YRR ‘b 2fexrs a5
(3P sods)-97 SR @-FER ERA|
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knowledge of English. Thus according to him the vernacular
medium would ensure a deeper knowledge of things and of

the English language also at the same time.’

RATAY ¢ TFANYA O YA T WA [T9
AN A 8 wwMedR et A TroRrew, cow
e I R ¢ T oS =@ orge
F(A GOTEA| 3050 (T 353 3)-(S 2RFCS G AT
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A AGIH IAINFR TRRT wmd T ww el
TR |

AR TIINA AT Ay @ Tews® g /) =0
YFF TR TR AR 77| FRA TS 3 py a7 27 o’
@3 (I e (1R IR S d>-9@ Ropt (wF R 9re
Ry rrerst s @ e S
FIAC A LARA TS AR D5 H6TC MEAR FRp
oTeR TeI AT FAH R IR fAUrs oW, ©re e
7|

TG G2 SJIRe CTH WRhaE ©itdE MR T
e fiftqa efsdr e @ REE se-4ae o
@R O ORI w39

Y5 (WF Sh3y R I FEerel pefmEraw
TR TRTE | 3 53b-9F 4 FERA RS TG FIFL FoE
gy S FE I sraeigE B @) R e
m‘; January 1918, p 4. ‘
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S5Rb-93 W6 W T WEE R Sir William
Meyer IGS! T4 | (T India Through the Ages® FTH “[BIFII
epife 2| BIre WA W o BV FEYINE 2R
oM G THARER N QR Sy FRRE |
[AIY IS (HLARCAN IAHAIL- QAT JIH et *STF
AR AR SAeS SFad | fofN 8% SiTEma o1y
FRRCEAN @] [

It is incorrect to call it a Hindu r‘evival. It is really a
cosmopolitan movement which aims at bringing all humanity
together and hence the Eastern poet’s appeal has found a
response in some of the noblest hearts of the west.”

e @ TF CHCS @A IR A0 AN I
WA T A, TR TANETR 0 oI Brgd Frerers 4t e
FET® FAAGANLR (F© g I (&Y €L3|

s g B ww Bt 53, 9. >s9-30 @Y
3 YT P SH}b

© B “Rabindranath Tagore's ‘World Mission of India’ ™. India Through
the Ages (1993). pp. 76-77
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Jodunath suffers from a sort of lofty loneliness of
spirit, which is his own creation. For Rabindranath Jadunath

perhaps had esteem and affection bordering on sentiment.’
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A AT 76 N @ AR AR e AT
IR, $3 ®IE R IO e AP Tofge A,

y Rgeer Srepar o w29 Bsa 33, 9 8vo-»3
R Life and Letters of Sir Jadunath Sarkar (Panjab University, 1958)
p- 54.
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R RAEA, ¢efd © wfs Towwmw @3x @ @A
ARTER, g~ e ooy 23031 o Tew FReem (@
SRV Gred AeEe el wiuR a3 fof amr
oY AR ; T MERE IS Ras Mala or the
Hindoo Annals of Goozerar * 230¢ Iodefd o1 A3

s AT BB e Freifam HA Sereis Raee -
e WFBEIH aow el Aere AerE Reaw® R
R srav-9 e “T& IV Rasmala TEAAor Hindoo
Annals of the Province of Goozerat in Western India (1878) &TZR Viﬁ?ﬁ
T (&, TGRS, A G IFF &P A,

Though professing to be a mere collection of legends or garland of
chronicles. the Rasmala 1s 1 fact the first and most important epitome of the
history of Goozerat hutherto made. It 1s a work of a  protfound and accurate scholar.
provided by a thorough and intelligent sympathy with the people whose
historical phases and domestic life he has in this work so vividly depicted.

When, too, we consider the vastness of the field of tme comprehended 1n
the single volume, streching as it does from the days of the half fabulous monarchs
of Wullabhee to the middie of the mineteenth century after Christ. 1t must be
conceeded that Mr. Forbes has most ably acquitted himself of the nterestmg task.
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6 D N Tagore Lane
Calcutta [ 1921]
My dear Jadu Babu
The Poet has asked me to write to you and ask you
if it would be possible for you to come to Calcutta towards
the end of this week where there are holidays, 1 believe.
He has very much that he wishes to talk over with you
and he is very anxious indeed to see you. He is in such
a rush of visitors that he has wished me to write for him.
He is staying over Sunday in Calcutta.
Yours very sincerely
C. F. Andrews
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The Visva Bharati is for higher studies. The system
of examination will have no place whatever in the Visva
Bharati, nor is there any conferring of degrees.
Students will be encouraged to follow a difinite course
of study but there will be no compulsion to adopt its
rigidly.
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1 know Mr Boagdanov and, 1 am sure, it will be difficult
to find any one more fit for the post which he
applies for.
Rabindranth Tagore
Nov. 30, 1927
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Jadunath Sarkar Commemoration Volume (Punjab Unmiversity, 1958).
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fR®W The Bengalee 38 T Sdov 7y Refre 27 :
At the invitation of the National Council of Education,
Bengal, two of their members Babu Rabindranath Tagore
(Director of Studies in Bengali for the Bengal National
College) and Babu Mohini Mohan Chatterjee, M. A. B.
L., have kindly undertaken to deliver courses of extension
lectures at the above college at No. 191-1, Bowbazar
Street. Babu Rabindranath Tagore’s lecture will be on
“Comparative Literature” and will be delivered in Bengali.
The first lecture of the series will be delivered on Sunday,
the 27th January at 4 P.M. sharp. Babu Mohini Mohan
Chatterjee’s lecture will be on “The Study of History”
and will be delivered in every alternate Saturday at 4 P.M.
commencing from the 2nd February.®
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