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“What first strikes one in Alexander is ‘“‘the inner energ}}
which makes man truly a man” and consequently a leader
of men, identical with virtue of the Italians of the Renaissance.
In bhim intensity of character is accompanied by a-powerful
imagination for conceiving projects and, for carrying them
out, an extra-ordinary clearness of mind—save in moments
of physical drunkenness, spiritual intoxication, or passion.
Literature and philosophy nourisheq his imagination and
fortified his thought. An assiduous reader of Homer, he
wished, by his courage and magnammlty, to re-embody the
hero lliad. A pupil of Aristotle, he owed to the encyclo-
paedic mind of his teacher something of his vast breadth
of coneepuon and of his faith in reason. He placed his
genius and the military power which he had inherited, at the
service of ‘a certain idea of Hellenism which was in the
moral- air of his day, took more definite shape in him, and
as amplxﬁed by thg .yery course of his victories,

« In these circumstances, . the maémﬁoent plan
(of a world-empue-—founded by a phuosopher kmg, was
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bound to attract the genfus who had sat at the feet of
Aristotle. «Being accustomed to leave the circle of facts
to soar into the sphere of ideas,” he rose to the principle
that there must be one single master for men, just as there
is only one sun to light the earth. Besides, did he not
afterwards himself become the sun God, ‘Ra’ ¢ Did he not
find, for the domination of the world, a basis in the Super-
natural 9 And by a strange metamorphosis, did not the
philosopher-king develop into a godking ¢

No doubt Alexander first appears as the leader of the
war of revenge on the barbarians and the Colonizer of
Mediterranean Asia. But his ambition gradually carries him
away. It makes him the heir of the Pharaohs and, like theni,
the incarnation of Ra; it makes him the Successor of the
king of kings, in this capacity, too, revered as a God and clad
with the ‘glory’ of which the Avesta speaks. In Menphis, in
Babylon, in Persepolis, he is intoxicated with mystical
Grandeur and Oriental magnificence. Paying no heed to
smouldering discontents, he drives on towards mysterious
India, “On the confines of the earth.”” But in all the exaltation
of conquest he never loses a certain sense of realities, and
concerns himself with noble tasks. He is the discoverer of
new lands, the organizer of mankind. He has sympathy with
the conquered peoples, especially with the Persians, who had
greeted him as a second Cyrus. He wishes to unite nations-
and races—even by ties of blood and to fuse two worlds in
one. The Polis continues to send out swarms, and Asia is
covered with Greek cities. But Alexander incorporates
tbarbarians’ in them. What is more, he refuses to believe
«that the great cities of the Bast, in which the fusion of
races of which he dreamed might find a favourable soil, had
ceased to play their part. «As he planned to mingle the
races %o establish concord and peace, so he sought to increase
trade between the peoples to ensure their welfare,

The imperialism of an Alexander was creative of a ‘new
order of things.’ In his powerful brain he bore fruitful:
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thoughts of human interest. Truly one can see in this very

complete hero one of the most striking and noblest types of
man as a force.”

frrveza ener-Roy s adlsTe Aty e
zrare ¢ What the West received from the East was, first,
the idea of Empire and king. Worship and lessons in centra-
lised administration, the conlagion of an emphatic, dazzling
art, and, lastly, the mystical atmosphere.

=y acs Jougnet AR ¢

He had inherited from his father that lucid mind which
giving him a clear view of what was possible, tempered the
ardour of his imagination and his passion for adventure. He
conceived vast designs, but he could put them off if necessary,
and approach his object gradually. But he was not only
Philip’s son ; his mother was the violent, ambitious Olympias,
a prinéess of wild Epeiros, who is depicted as a monster of
Extravagant pride. Given to mystical transports, she was
initiated in the orgaistic cults of the Cabeiri, Orpheus, and
Dionysos and it was even said that, like a Bacchante, she
used to surround herself with serpent familiars. With the
same indomitable pride, Alexander was to show, not her
superstitiousness, but something of her religious fever, in the
idea which he conceived of his person and his mission ;
he felt that he was of divine race, descended from Heracles,
perhaps the son' of God. Sometimes this fecling showed
itself in a repulsive way ; it even made him Commit Crimes ;
but ordinarily it animated a generous nature, concious of a
high mission, sensible to friendship and capable of every
charm. Tradition tells us of the Royal nobility of his bearing,
of the fire of his glance, terrible in anger and even of the
mysterious perfume which rose from his breath and his
skin. Alexander had all the physical and moral gifts of
a leader of men and retained his ascendency over his soldiers
to the end. Yet, little by little his excessive genius isolated

8—
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him in the midst of his comrades. His ideas were moge and
more cutting him off from his comrades. :

e rfmem ae Hiemz siF-srars  ararR, MREwE
fhrafim sAf anfiers Oon sfswra (oS! W W S0,
aR ©87 e sfsa gartem was AwR ¢ w #fs-
fafi «rrfe fers) 2% 303 fafss @ 4@ gm 1 M. R. Dobie
ofire Pierre Jougnet.qy ¢Macedonian Imperialism’ &7y
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@ Rfezm  fagng e frudgresem foe ¢ 393
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