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I¥e ¥’ Fefafm 9w TR €32 “And there is another
artist (Besides the workman who makes useful real things).
I should like to know what you would say to him.”

“Who is he ?”

“One who is the maker of all works of all other workmen.
This is he who makes not only vessels of every kind,.......
Plants...and animals, himself and all other things—the Earth,
the Heaven and the things which are in heaven all under the
earth, he makes the Gods also. Do you not see that there
is a way in which you could make them yourselves p
—There are many ways in which the feat might be
accomplished more quicker than that of turning a mirror
round and round.”

“Yes” he said, but that is an appearance only.” Very
good... the painter, as I conceive is just a creator of this sort.
Is he not ¢”

: —*“Of course.”

“But then I suppose he will say that what he creates is
untrue. And there is a sense in which the painter creates
a bed ¢”’

- Yes....But not a real bed.

And what of the manufacturer of the bed ¢ Did you net
say..that he does not make the idea which is according s
our view isthe essence of bed, but only a particular bed ?
. ==VYes, I did.

- Then if he does not make that whlcha:lsh he-cannot
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«arake true existence but only semblance of existence, and
if anyone were to say that. That the work of manufacturer
of the bed, of any other workman, has real existence, he could
hardly be supposed to be speaking the truth. No wonder
then that his work is an indistinct expression of truth.
Well then here are three beds, one existing in nature which
is as I think that we may say‘ is made by God—there is
another which is the work of a carpentar § And the work of
the painter is the third. Beds then are of three kinds and
there are threeartists who superintend  God, the manufacturer
-of the bed and the painter. Shall we then speak of Him as the
natural author or maker of the bed ¢

“Yes” he said, in as much as by the natural power of
creation. He is the author of this bed and all other things.
“‘And what shall we say of the carpentar ¢ Is not he also
the maker of the bed ¢”

_cyes,
But would you call the Painter a creator or maker p” -

“Certainly not.”
Yet if he is not the maker which is he in relation to the bed ¢
“I think,” he said, we may fairly designate him as the
imitator of that which the others make. .

“Good, ‘I said, then you call him who is third in the
descent from nature an imitator, and the tragic poet an
imitator and therefore like all other imitators he is thrice
removed from the cause and from truth.”

“That appers to be the case. Then about imitator we are
agreed.”
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The aesthetic fact, therefore, is form and nothing but form.
The poet or painter who lacks form, lacks everything becanse
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fie lacks himeel, the expteidon alone i.e. the form makes
the poet.”
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Letters to George and Thomas Keats, 28th Dec. 1817

e el S @ 8 : And at once it struck me
what quality went to form a man of achievements especially
in literature and which Shakespeare possessed so enormously
I mean negative capability, thatis when a man is capable of
being in uncertainties, mysteries, doubts without any irritable
reaching after fact and reason.

Woodhousets fafs woin @#eify oirw A 3o :  As to
the poetic character itself it is not itself. The poetic character
has no self. It is everything and nothing. It is constantly
in for and feeling "some other fody. It has no character—
it enjoys light and shade ; it:dtves in gusto, be it foul or fair,
high or low, rich or poor, mean-or clevated, it has as much

delight in conceiving an Tago' as an Imogen,
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3| «faedy ity Wity Ifer . The more perfect the artist,
the more separte in him is the man who suffers and the mind
which creates. [ aforcaesa’ ‘Tradition and individual talent’
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Rich Nature’s store, (Which is the poets’ treasure)
I’le spend to dress
Your beauties, if your mine of pleasure
In equal thankfulness |

You but unlock, so we each other bless”?
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