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tions by resuming, two hours after his men had fallen 
back, a strong musketry-fire from the houses near 
the fort. At 2 o'clock in the afternoon he askeck^ 
leave to bur) his dead. This rite concluded, he 
sumed at 4 o’clock the musketry-fire, and continued 
it till 2 o'clock in the morning. It then suddenly 
ceased; Under cover of this fire lie had raised the 
siege and marc.led in the direction of Velur (Vellore).

Thus ended the memorable siege of Arkdt—a siege 
unique till then in the history of sieges, never sur­
passed, and rarely equalled, for the display of energy, 
of foresight, of lourage on the part of the defenders.
To find a parallel to it in India the reader has to 
cast his eyes forward for the space of more than n 
century till they rest upon Lakhnao and 1857. The 
cases are in many points very similar. In both, a 
small garrison was beleaguered by overpowering num­
bers ; in both, successful defence appeared to the 
besiegers impossible; in both, the vicinity of houses 
greatly interfered with the defenders; in both, de­
fences had to be thrown up under the fire of the 
enemy ; in both, the defending sepoys showed loyalty 
to their European master. But there the parallel 
ends. Slight and insufficient as were the defences of 
Arkat, they were magnificent when compared with 
the low walls of the beleaguered Residency. If the 
garrison of the latter exceeded in number the de­
fenders of Arkat, so also did the assailants. In the 
case of Uakhnao, too, a small European garrison was 
defending itself against an army in revolt, against a 
nation in arms; but in 1751 it was simply a cluel
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between two native claimants, the cause of one of 
whom had been espoused by the English. No national 
feeling had been evoked, no caste hatred had been 
inspired.

In 1857 the English fought for their own hand, 
and all India knew it. In 1751 they fought avowedly 
for the native prince of whom they were the tribu­
taries. Splendid, then, as was the defence of Arkfit, 
magnificent and far-reaching as were its results, it 
was yet to be surpassed, a century later, by another 
noble achievement performed by scions of the same 
race in another province of the sam© empire. That 
second achievement proved at least this, that a century’s 
progress in arts and science had in no respect caused 
the race of the defenders of Arkat to degenerate.

To return. As the morning of the 25th November 
broke, Clive discovered that the siege was raised, that 
his enemy had disappeared. He at once marched 
into their abandoned camp and found there four 
guns, four mortars, and a large quantity of ammuni­
tion. There, too, he met, marching towards the fort, 
Captain Kilpatrick’s relieving detachment of a hun­
dred and fifty Europeans and four guns. His joy 
was immense. It was not caused, indeed, by the 
fact of his own safety and the safety of his men : it 
may be taken for certain that that consideration never 
for a moment occupied him. His mind took a far 
wider range. The repulse of iiiza Sahib had changed 
the fate of the Karnatak: it had sealed the fate of 
Chanda Sahib: it had inverted the position of the 
European auxiliaries of that prince and of those of
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Muhammad Ali. It may, perhaps, be doubted whether 
the dream which had inspired the actions of Dupleix— 
the dream of domination in Southern India—-entered 
at this moment into the brain of Clive : but it can. 
only be a doubt. It is certain that his genius, now 
thoroughly roused, saw all the possibilities before 
him. His prompt action, and the action of the 
Government which he inspired, showed how thoroughly 
he and they understood the altered circumstances of 
the case. Time and fortune were to show how far 
it would be expedient to use those circumstances for 
the benefit of the nation, whose children, the actual 
masters of the situation, yet technically occupied only 
the position of being the' auxiliaries of a nativb 
pretender to the government of the Karnafcak I

But his joy vims immense. After a siege of fifty 
days he had beaten back a native force largely out­
numbering, aided by a European force greatly 
superior to, his own. Though, in that siege he had 
lost forty-five Europeans and thirty sepoys killed, 
and though a considerably greater number had been 
wounded, his casualties had been more than supplied 
on the very morrow of the repulse. His enemy, 
abandoned by his tributaries, had fallen back with a 
largely diminished force, baffled and humiliated, upon 
Vfflur. This at least was certain: he had North 
Arkdt in his hands. With North Arkat in his hands, 
what hope, what vestige of a chance would remain 
for Chanda S&hib, besieged as he would be, in his 
turn, before Trichinapalli ?

The immediate action of Clive proved how
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thoroughly he had comprehended the situation. Riza 
Sahib had fallen back on the 15th. On the 19th,
Clive having made everything secure in Ark at, left 
that place in charge of Kilpatrick, and. marched out 
at the head of two hundred Europeans, seven hun­
dred sepoys, and. three guns. Taking Tnnari, the 
little fort which before the siege had baffled him, he 
returned towards Arkat to await the arrival of the 
thousand MaratLa horsemen promised him by Murari 
R&o. These in their march to join him had been 
roughly treated by Baza Sahib, and, their object being 
plunder rather than glory, they showed themselves 
when they did arrive little amenable to the purely 
nfilitary considerations which influenced the move- 
men y  of the English leader. It is A robable, indeed, 
that Clive would have found it impossible to induce 
them to march against lii&a Sahib for the simple 
purpose of inflicting upon that prince a defeat not 
to be followed by plunder. But just at the critical 
moment, when the last persuasions of Olive had failed, 
certain information reached the camp of his allies 
that Riza Sahib, in the expectation of being rein­
forced on the way by a party from Pondichery, was 
marching on A'rm. Humour, too, added that the 
troops who composed the reinforcements were bring­
ing with them large sums of money. This rumour 
effected a complete revolution in the minds of the 
Marathis. They were now as eager, as before they 
had been disinclined, for an attack.

Arm lies seventeen miles south of Arkat, twenty 
south of VMur, An army marching upon it from

■Ay ** ■ ’ y .
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Vdlur must then expos© its flank to a force encamped 
near Ark&fc. Clive saw, then, his opportunity. Taking 
advantage of the favourable disposition of the Mara- 
this he gave orders to march at once. But many 
of his allies had departed on plundering expeditions.
The endeavour to recall them caused much regrettable 
delay. Even when Clive was able to set out, but 
three-fifths of the Marat ha horsemen had returned 
to their colon' s. The consequence of the delay was 
that Biza Sahib met his reinforcements; and when 
Clive, after a forced march of twenty miles, ap­
proached A'rnf, he came in sight of the enemy 
composed of three hundred Europeans, two thousand 
horsemen, and two thousand five hundred sepoys, with 
four field-pieces, just preparing to cross the river 
which runs to the north of that place. The enemy 
caught sight of Olive at the same moment, and their 
•leader, noting the considerable superiority of his force, 
turned at once to meet him.

The superiority in numbers was considerable. Clive 
had under him two hundred Europeans, seven hundred 
sepoys, six hundred Mar&fcha horse, and three guns,
The odds against him were more than three to one.
But Clive was the successful defender of Arkdfcl 
That one fact gave him a prestige which more than 
counterbalanced the great superiority of numbers,
There has bt̂ en a fashion recently amongst some 
classes to sneer at prestige. Prestige works on 
soldiers as the reputation of a lofty sense of honour 
works on a man, or purity of soul and elevation of 
thought on a woman !
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Olive did not decline the combat. The ground 
seemed to him advantageous to receive an enemy.
He occupied an open ground flanked on the right by 
a village, on the left by a grove of palm-trees, there 
being a space of about three hundred yrrds between 
the two; in his front wore rice-fields, very swampy at 
that time of the year and impracticable for guns. The 
fields were crossed, however, by a causeway which led 
to the village on his right.

That village was thus the key of the position. In 
it Clive posted his sepoys, in the palm-grove on his 
left the Mar&fchd horsemen, whilst he drew up the Euro­
peans and guns on the open ground between the two.

His dispositions had just been completed when the 
enemy came on. Their cavalry, interspersed with 
whom were infantry, advanced against the grove, 
whilst tli© French troops, about fifteen hundred sepoys, 
and the artillery, marched along the causeway against 
the village.

The cavalry in the grove was first engaged. The 
contest here was for a long time even. The Marathas, 
however, failed, in spite of repeated charges, to stop 
the enemy’s advance, and it is probable that they 
would have been forced to fall back but for tbe move­
ments in the centre and on the right. Whilst the 
combat on the left was yet doubtful, the enemy had 
begun the movement against the village on the 
English right which was to decide the battle.

The march of a considerable body of men along a 
narrow causeway, the end of which formed almost 
an acute angle with a plain bearing on its surface
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hostile guns, wag not a movement to be undertaken 
without considerable risk. And je t that was the 
movement to which Eiza Sahib and his French aux­
iliaries committed themselves. Clive used it as a 
great captain always will use such an opportunity.
He concentrated on the long spun-out line of the 
enemy the fire of his guns. The effect was decisive.
The enemy’s infantry, their long flank exposed to the 
artillery fire, hesitated, halted, then, a few only ex­
cepted, fell back in confusion, and, quitting the 
causeway, formed up in the rice-fields fronting the 
plain, almost touching with their right as they did so 
the grove where the cavalry were still fighting. Their 
guns, however, still remained on the causeway, pro­
tected by a few Frenchmen and natives. This was 

» the crisis of the battle. Clive instantly turned it to 
his advantage. Sending two of his guns and some fifty 
Europeans to the gro ve to support the Marsithd cavalry, 
now hard pressed and alarmed, by the advance, as they 
regarded it, of the enemy’s infantry, he directed a 
similar number of his Europeans to join the sepoys 
in the village, then to dash on to the causeway and 
charge the enemy’s guns. This movement decided 
the day. On the first appearance of the column on 
the causeway the enemy hastened to fall back with 
their guns. Their example was followed by the 
infantry in the rice-fields, and theirs, again, by the 
cavalry attacking the grove, already dispirited by the 
execution made by the two English field-pieces. Clive, 
not satisfied with a mere repulse, used all his efforts 
to convert it into a rout. Whilst the Maratha cavalry
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followed the enemy, he, traversing the causeway, pui- 
ftued them with relentless vigour with 'his infantry.
At three places they made a stand, biit at each in 
vain. Night alone put a stop to the pursuit. The 
result was a fit sequel to the defence of Arkat. It 
proved that ("live Was as much to be feared in the 
field as behind defences. The battle was gained, 
too, with but little loss. Whilst fifty Frenchmen and 
three times that number of natives were killed or 
wounded, Clive lost only eight sepoys and not a 
single European, About fifty of his Mardthd allies 
were killed or disabled,
. The effect of the victory was, I  have said, a fit 

sequel to the defence of Arkat. Whilst the latter 
had placed the northern province of that name at the 
mercy of Clive, the victory of A'rni virtually gave 
him possession. It not only caused Riza Sahib’s 
army to disperse, it induced many of his soldiers to 
enlist in the ranks of the victors. The pursuit, con­
tinued the following day by the Mara thus, secured for 
those marauding warriors the military chest they had 
coveted; whilst the Governor of A'rni, though he 
refused to admit the victors within the walls of his 
fort, agreed to hold it for Muhammad Ali, and 
surrendered, nominally for his use, the effects, the 
elephants, and the horses of his rival.

Itiza Sahib’s army having dispersed, Clive moved 
with celerity on Kanchipuram (Conjeveram), the 
strong pagoda of which had been seized during the 
siege of Arkat by a French garrison of thirty Euro­
peans and three hundred sepoys, who still held it.
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The place was very strong, but the enemy had no 
guns. Olive blockaded it till two 18-pounders should 
arrive from Madras ; these soon caused the walls, 
strong as they were, to crumble; and the enemy, 
seeing the impossibility of a long resistance, evacuated 
the place in the night.

This result obtained, Clive, placing a strong garri­
son in Arkat, returned to Madras and thence to Fort 
St. David, The business in the northern province 
had been so effectually done that it behoved him now 
to see how the blow could be made to affect Trichi- 
napalli. The defence of Arkat and the combat of 
Arm, however much they might have affected the 
morale and caused to diminish the energies of the 
besiegers of that place* had not yet forced them to 
relax their hold. Something more was required, and 
what that “ something” should be must be con­
certed with Mr. Saunders. Meanwhile North Ark&t 
was, he believed, fairly secure. But, considerable 
as was the knowledge which Clive had acquired of 
the modes of warfare of the natives of India, he 
had not at that time fully comprehended them.
He had yet to learn how it was possible that the 
army of an enemy might be defeated in the field, and 
in consequence be completely dispersed ; how apparent 
tranquillity would at once reign over the surface, pre­
viously greatly agitated ; how it might seem possible 
to dispense safely with the presence of the chief who 
had gained that victory and made that pacification ; 
and how, notwithstanding, on the morrow of his 
departure, though be might depart almost unattended,
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armies would rise out of the ground, and the tran­
quillity of the province be again terribly disturbed.

Before I relate how that experience came to Clive,
I  must ask the reader to return for a moment to 
Trichinapalli, and see how the actors before and in 
that place had been affected by the events which had 
happened in the province of North Arkat.

*
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CHAPTER VI*

KAvfcRIPAK AND TlUOHiNAPALLI.

T his action taken by Clive in marching upon and 
capturing Arktit, whilst it had surprised and vexed, 
had not disconcerted the great Governor of Pondichery. 
Recognising the genius which had inspired it, Dupleix 
yet saw, and saw most clearly, that if the instruments 
at his disposal would only execute with all possible 
vigour the plans ho had given them, the chances were 
still greatly in his favour. It was by pressing the siege 
of Trichina pall i that he could neutralise, and more 
than neutralise, the efforts of Clive in North Arkat. 
Trichm&palli once conquered, the losses sustained 
in that province would be restored almost ol them­
selves. Far, then, from allowing the action of Clive 
to disturb him, Dupleix did not permit it to alter a 
single plan. Feeling that I richinapalli was the decisive 
point, he sent thither more European reinforcements 
and a battering train, at the same time that he urged 
upon his general, Law, and upon Chanda Sahib, the 
pressing necessity of bending ail their energies to 

l* 7
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capture Trichinipalli, without allowing the state of 
North Arkat or any other consideration whatever to 
interfere with that most important object.

These orders display the genius of the man who 
issued them; his mastery of the situation, his clear 
perception, his wonderful prescience. Thenceforth 
it was a duel between the two great rivals, a duel 
in which the Englishman possessed this great ad­
vantage, that whilst he could himself set in action 
tho thoughts which his brain had conceived, the 
Frenchman was compelled to use instruments often 
incapable of carrying out his plans ; whilst Clive could 

„ trust to himself, Dupleix could not depend upon others.
So it happened now. It had not been in consultation 

with him that Chanda Sahib had detached a large 
portion of his force to besiege Clive in Arkat. His 
letters and messages bad alike borne this refrain: 
“ Take Trichinapalli, then you can suppress this 
daring Englishman/’ But when Chauda Sahib, urged 
by his fears, did weaken himself to retake Arkat, 
Dupleix had sent a small body of Europeans to aid 
the detached force, in the hope that, so strengthened, 
it might detain Clive sufficiently long in the northern 
province to allow, meanwhile, of the capture of 
Trichin&palli. Whilst so acting, however, he pressed 
alike upon Law and Chanda Sahib the absolute 
necessity of doing all in their power to hasten the 
fall of that place. To bring about that result no risk 
would be too great. For him, then, if only his orders 
were obeyed, it was possible to hope everything: the 
chances were still enormously in his favour. The one
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es •Sential was a hand which could carry out his well* 
co nceived plans. But he did not possess that hand.
Juaw, of Lauriston, who commanded before Trichina- 
pa Hi, was a brave man. His services at the defence of 
Poridichery, when that place was besieged by Boscawen, 
had been so distinguished that it was permissible to 
hope everything from him as a commander in the 
field. But, he was not fit for independent command.
He was one of that unhappy type of men who, greatly 
superior in intellect to the ordinary run of their 
fellows, mar the best-laid. schemes by their inability 
to arrive at a decision. Law held the mental balance 
between so many courses that he generally ended by 
allowing matters to drift, or by carrying out a plan 
which he knew to be defective. His hesitations, his 
doubts, his mental perplexities, made him—-a brave and 
clever man—a most incapable commander, the one of 
all others the moat unfit to carry out the plans of 
Dupleix.

And yet the splendid administrative ability of that 
great man had given him opportunity upon oppor­
tunity to carry out those plans. Dupleix could not 
bestow upon him the mental force to say “ I will,” but 
he had given him everything else. Law stood before 
Trichin apalli at the head of a European force such 
as, till then, had never been seen in India. He had 
nearly nine hundred trained French soldiers, and two 
thousand disciplined sepoys. Encamped beside him, 
and virtually subject to his orders, was the army of 
Chanda Balub, nearly twenty thousand strong, and 
abounding in horsemen; He had, moreover, a park

7 *
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of fifty guns, many of them of a large calibre. 
Within Trichinapalli were the few soldiers of Cope 
and the personal adherents of .Muhammad Ali. 
Without its walls, encamped between them and the 
besiegers, was the English force lovi by G-ingen— 
dispirited men led by a dispirited captain. Against 
such a force Law had but to dare—in order to gain 
TrichinApalli. One attack would have annihilated 
Gingen, and with the defeat of Gingen the place, 
pressed vigorously, must fall. Law, however, though 
urged on all sides, by Chanda SAhib as well as by 
Dupleix, did not dare. At a moment when prompt 

..potion was necessary, he, unable to decide how to 
attack, contented himself with maintaining a rigorous 
blockade.

This inactivity was fatal to him. Muhammad Ali 
had, in the early part of the year, by a promise to 
cede to the ruler of Maistlr Trichinapalli and all 
its dependencies as far as Cape K urn Arm—a pro­
mise which ho had no intention of carrying out— 
secured the active co-operation of the Dalwai of that 
kingdom, NanjirAj Urs. That prince had now arrived 
in the vicinity of the place at the head of an army 
of five thousand cavalry and ten thousand infantry.
With the exception of a small portion of its com­
ponent parts, a thousand strong, commanded by 
Haidar Naik, subsequently known to the world as 
the famous Haidar Ali, this army was in no respect 
formidable. But every week’s delay, adding to the 
prestige of Clive, brought other enemies of the French 
into the field. The BAJA of Tanjiir sent five thou-
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sand men under his general Mo raj l; the 1‘oligar— 
better known as the Torn!iman Rajd sent seven 
hundred to co-operate with the army of the Dalwai.
A little later in the same year a party, smaller in 
number but more formidable from the character of 
its leader, Yanas Khan—a partisan serving under 
Murdri Rao—joined the army formed to harass the 
besiegers.

Still, up to the end of 1751, neither the allies of 
the besieged nor the besiegers had effected gteat 
things. There had been skirmishes, in which losses 
of life had occurred and prisoners had been taken on 
both sides. In one of those skirmishes Cope had 
been mortally wounded, and his death and the 
repulse of the party he commanded had rendered 
Gin gen more than ever unwilling to engage m 
hazardous enterprises. Though entreated by his allies 
outside to attack the besiegers, that officer, feeling 
that though an attack might succeed, it might fail, 
and that its failure would entail the loss of Tnchi- 
napalli, wisely declined the risk. The Ireneh were 
conducting their attack with so little vigour, the tire 
of their cannon produced results so slight, that he felt 
he could wait until the authorities at Jtort St. David 
should be able to make a diversion in his favour.
Such a diversion he might expect, in the ordinary 
course of events, in the beginning of 1752.

Reasoning on the supposition that events would 
take their ordinary course, Gingen reasoned correctly.
In December 1751 Clive had returned to Fort St.
David ; the annual provision of troops from England

V e0%>\



102 LOED CLIVE. [1751.

might be expected Boon to arrive there; and there 
seemed every expectation that early in 1752 Clive 
would set out at the head of a force to .measure his 
strength with the French besiegers of Trichinapalli. 
But in war the unforeseen often happens. Dupleix 
had watched with the keenest anxiety alike the 
movements of Clive and the inaction of Law before 
Trichinapalli. He had received with incredulity, with 
despair, even with agony, the excuses furnished by 
the latter for his unenterprising conduct—these ex­
cuses being always accompanied by the assurance that 
in a very few weeks the want of supplies for the 
garrison must force a surrender. It can well be 
imagined how that despair and that agony increased 
when the month of December verged towards its 
closo, and Dupleix heard that Clive had returned 
to Fort St. David and was making preparations for 
an expedition which must upset all the calculations of 
Law and ruin all his plans. But in this crisis the 
Frenchman showed himself to be the great man he 
really was. He had one card left, but it was a trump 
card. He played it. Riza Sahib, after his defeat at 
A'rni, had fled to Pondichery. His name had still 
influence in North Arkat. That province having 
been evacuated by Clive, would Riza Sahib, with a 
force newly equipped, endeavour to recover all that 
bad been lost ? 'ho such a question made to a 
man still smarting under all the insult of defeat, 
there could be but one answer. Whilst, then, Clive, 
at Fort St. David, was making preparations for a 
Trichmapalli campaign, Riza Sahib, at Pondichery,
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was plotting a.n insurrection in the province Clive had 
but just quitted. The necessity of suppressing this 
at once would, argued Dupleix, give one more chance 
to Law, and this chance be would use all his 
endeavours to compel him to turn to the best 
advantage.

The insurrection broke out, opportunely, in January 
1752. Well planned, it went very near to achieving 
a decisive success. Elza Sahib, with some four thou­
sand native troops, supported by four hundred French 
auxiliaries, marched on Punamalb, took it, then, 
after ravaging the country near Madras, seized on 
the fortified pagoda of Kanehipuram (Conjeveram).
From this advantageous point he threatened alike 
Arkat and Madras. Dupleix was anxious that he 
should crown his work by making a dash at the 
latter. Had the French troops possessed a Clive 
as their leader, this bold stroke would have been 
attempted, and would have succeeded. But the 
allied force was a body without a head. I t wanted 
the impulse of a firm direction. It did everything 
except attack Madras. It burned down the houses 
ouside the fort, it levied contributions within the 
Company’s territories, it carried terror to the very 
coast; but it did not strike the one blow which might 
have changed the fortunes of the campaign.

Still it effected much. It so far answered the 
purpose of Dupleix that it procured time for Law, it 
forced Clive to divert his thoughts and intentions 
from Trichinapalli to the province of North Ark&t.

Clive, in fact, was at Fort St. David making
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preparations for a decisive campaign against the 
French besiegers of Trichinapalli, to be undertaken 
as soon as the annual supply of troops should arrive 
from England. Riza S&hib’s burst into the province 
of Ark at, took him entirely by surprise. For a 
moment it seemed to disconcert him. Tie had not an 
available man at Fort St. David. An enterprising 
enemy could in a few weeks more than destroy his 
work of the previous autumn. But the feeling of 
depression, if it existed at all, was but momentary. 
Clive felt, as all great men on trying occasions 
always do feel, that, small as were his resources, ho 
was there to give them a force and a vitality more 

*%han sufficient to neutralise the numerical superiority 
of his enemy. He had eighty men in Madras; a 
hundred, sent for from Bengal, might arrive at any 
moment; and he had two hundred in Arkat. A little 
time, a little want of energy on the part of the 
enemy, and the game was still his own.

We have seen how the enemy played that game for 
him. Had they attacked and taken Madras, had 
they even recovered Arkat, it would have required 
much precious time even for Clive to redeem the 
position. But when he saw them do everything but 
strike, he felt .-he had^them. He had given them 
nearly a whole month, and they had wasted it I

Clive reached Madras early in February, and pend­
ing the arrival of the garrison of A rte , which he had 
summoned to his aid, at once begad to levy native 
troops. A fortnight later, the 20th, the hundred 
men expected from Bengal arrived. With these, the
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eighty men forming the garrison of Madras, and 
about eight hundred sepoys he took the field (22nd 
February), and effected a junction the same day wit h 
the Arkat garrison. This junction raised his force to 
a strength of three hundred and eighty Europeans, 
thirteen hundred sepoys, and six field-pieces. At the 
head of these he marched in the direction of Vendahir, 
where, he had learned, the enemy had established a 
fortified camp.

The enemy were somewhat stronger in numbers.
They had four hundred Europeans, two thousand 
sepoys, two thousand five hundred horsemen, and 
twelve field-pieces. But the knowledge that Olive ./  
was in the field more than neutralised the effect of 
their superiority. Some days before his arrival they 
had, indeed, taken up a position at Vendalur, some 
twenty-five miles from Madras, and having strongly 
fortified it, had begun to ravage the country in the 
vicinity of the latter. Well served by spies, they heard 
on the 21st that Olive was about to march against 
them. They did not stay to meet him* but, with a 
pre-arranged plan to re-unite at KAnehipurara, they 
dispersed, to delude their foe, in different directions.

Olive had hoped to surprise the enemy at Vendalur. 
Before he had marched half way, however, he learned 
that they had quitted that place, in what direction he 
could not learn. He, therefore, continued his march, 
and reaching Vendalur, sent to search for the infor­
mation which he could not obtain on the spot. After 
a few hours'’ halt there he learned that the enemy had 
rallied their forces at- KAnchipuram, and had Started
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thence in a westerly direction. Strongly suspecting 
that their object was Arkat, he marched with all 
speed on Kanchipuraru.

Arriving there he could gain no certain tidings.
He proceeded, however, to summon the fortified 
pagoda. This place which, well garrisoned, might 
have caused him considerable trouble, had been left 
under the guard of three hundred sepoys. These 
mercenary soldiers cared little whether Chanda Sahib 
or Muhammad Ali, still less whether the English or 
the French, gained the upper hand, and they sur­
rendered at the first summons. Still he could gain 
no certain information regarding the enemy. They 
were well served, for every new report contradicted 
its predecessor.

At last, as the shades of evening began to fall, he 
received information upon which he could rely. The 
enemy were at Arkat. Clive could not follow im­
mediately. His men had marched forty-five miles 
and required rest. A few hours later, however, he 
started on the Arkat road. On his way he received 
intelligence that the enemy had attempted that for­
tress, had failed, and had then quitted the place with 
precipitation—in what direction no one knew. This 
intelligence only confirmed him in his resolve to 
cover with all speed the twenty-seven miles which 
separate Kanchipuram from Arkdfc.

He had inarched sixteen miles, and the sun was 
sinking low in the horizon when the town of 
Kavfiripfik came in* sight. His men, not suspecting 
the proximity of danger, were marching in loose
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order, when suddenly from the right of the road, at a 
distance of about two hundred and fifty yards, there 
opened upon them a fire from a battery of nine 
guns.

Clive, equally taken by surprise, at once halted Ids 
men, whilst he took a hasty survey of the field. He 
saw at a glance that the whole allied force of Eiza Sahib 
and the French were before him. Their guns were 
posted in a thick grove of mango-trees, with a ditch 
and bank in front of i t ; from the grove, right across 
the road to a water-course, which ran almost parallel to 
the road to the left of it, he saw the enemy’s cavalry 
even,-then extending, covering, as they did so, the 
movement of the French infantry in the direction of 
that water-course, with the evident design of ascending 
it, and by means of it taking lvis own men in flank.
Clive took in all this, I say, at a glance, and he set to 
w ork to meet the danger on the moment. Taken by 
surprise, whilst the shades of evening, in a country 
where twilight is unknown, were deepening every 
moment, he could not help recognising that the 
enemy’s position was an excellent one, and that the 
chances were enormously in their favour. The occa­
sion was one, however, especially calculated to draw 
out the resources of a man of genius, to prove that in 
times of enormous difficulty and danger it is possible 
for the brain of one man to neutralise the advantages 
given by superior numbers, by a strong position, and 
by surprise. More than any previous act of his 
life, the conduct of Clive on this day stamped him as 
a man gifted by nature to lead his fellows. The

III <SL



n

<SL
LOUD OLIVE. [1752.

quality was born with him, as it has been born with 
every great soldier—for it is ono impossible to 
acquire.

Clive made his brief survey in far lels time than it 
has taken to record his action. His mind was made 
up on the moment. He moved the greater part of 
his infantry into the watercourse to the left of the 
road, there to be sheltered from the enemy’s fire; he 
caused his baggage, which was close in rear of bis 
column, to fall back half a mile under the protection 
of forty men and one gun; at the same time he 
moved to his left another forty Europeans, two hun- 

, dred sepoys, and two guns to check the advance of 
the enemy’s horsemen, who appeared to be extending 
to the left of and beyond the watercourse; the re­
mainder of his guns, three in number, he drew up on 
the right of his new position and answered with them 
the fire, from the grove. These dispositions were 
made under an artillery fire which at times was very 
effective, and under threats of attack from the enemy’s 
cavalry.

Hardly had they been completed when the French 
infantry were observed marching up the watercourse 
in a column of six men in width. The English ad­
vanced to meet them in the same formation. Neither 
side seemed to care, however, to risk the chances of 
the bayonet; the French because, probably, they 
were aware that the events outside the watercourse 
were working in their favour and would decide the 
day ; the English because they were inferior in num­
bers and a check would have meant total defeat.



^

—i....( ------- 4SL
' i -i1/

• PLANofthe BATTLE
,4 -~eX-T'' O F  .  W

A i S U t t m j m f :  J

1^' ■ !

vzizmiW'Z/zz^qr'y-i’*
I

Iliii WMS/kaalm-MM b tm i 
M )irZW ///!k mm m m  Ifc z z m z  m i 
I p 5? Nm\i i miv/m Im azm -a m t«• J// M 13 vm&almim e?*/

1 ^ A V E R  I  P A H

0 B ^ o o /cJ°° ^ 0 fwfatiPZ®# O O 0 0 o  izz^j O o 0 G> l l
o q o o 0 J ~ ~ / o o o o  f t  i

/ /  /

,/y  /
A /  II '■'*«

/ v / § u!̂ . "*"
/ s//-*̂ **-

/ / *km
j  ^ i  M "** ■■** “-i*

/  /  *$// C M a rg o  a  rove- o ccu p ied
/  /  III by Ale- wrench- •

f  j  w / C. 8 fe4 n » w w  oecttpr-ed
f  j  til I '  byn *'ltrd in fa n try .

/  £-y iff C avalry or' ftityas'X aJu
j  j  H i/ O CUveif /brer- apprt.'itslixntj

_______/  / _____________ j f _________________________ fta*-irtpgJc- ,
— W W »1W >^W HW W >^W W ^HH— IW gJW lW tW ^BIIIIIlillB lll' * ' ll ■ I Ml' II I ~ IIII I W 1 WWI-'  II II I '    »  ,| ' ' li r i l . '.



* r  , Q t
, %\ .  >.w'-. / „ / k / f t  i\

^-- 4§
1762.] KivfeBlPAK: AND TEJG HlNkpAIXf. 109

The two rival col urn ns, then, having an open space of 
eight) to a hundred yards between them, carried on 
for two hours, by the light of the moon, a musketry 
fire, more or less murderous in its effects.

Whilst this indecisive action was being pursued 
inside the watercourse, outside it events were taking 
very much the turn which the commander of the 
French infantry had anticipated. Granting, he bad 
reasoned, that the contest inside were equal, he had, 
outside it, two great points in his favour, an enor­
mous cavalry and superiority of guns. Clive, indeed, 
laboured under the disadvantage of having no cavalry 
at all. These two causes, then, were working against . ./ . 
him during the two hours of which I have spoken.
The enemy’s cavalry were making repeated charges 
alike against the infantry opposed to them and on the 
party guarding the baggage; whilst the fire from the 
French guns, during the same period, had been so 
effective that many of the English gunners had been 
killed or disabled. I t is true that the enemy’s cavalry 
attacks had been till then repulsed, but with the ces­
sation of the English artillery-fire they would gain 
heart, and, then, all would be over.

After two hours’ fighting, then, things looked very 
desperate indeed. Prudence, writes the contemporary 
historian, Mr, Orme, counselled a retreat. Prudence 
may have so counselled, but in that case it was 
that bastard prudence, the bane of weak and worn- 
out natures, the disregard of which gained for Napo­
leon his victories in 1796, and the too great regard 
to which prevented Borodino from being decisive and
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entailed all the horrors of the retreat from Russia.
I  have no doubt whatever but that, in making that 
assertion regarding prudence, Mr. Orme correctly 
interpreted the feeling of many men serving at that 
moment under Clive. But though the European ex­
perience of warfare against Asiatics was small in 
those days, Clive must have felt instinctively, as be 
certainly felt after long consideration on a subsequent 
occasion, that no third course was open to him. lie 
must conquer, or he must die—there, where he stood.
The stake was enormous. Defeat meant the loss 
of Madras left without a garrison, of Trichiriapalli 
already at its last gasp, the supremacy of the French, 
the virtual extinction of his own countrymen in 
Southern India.

And yet, at 30 o’clock on that eventful evening 
(23rd February), Clive felt that unless he could cap­
ture the enemy’s guns that great stake was lost, He 
resolved to make the attempt. It was impossible, he 
knew well, to assail the enemy’s battery in front, for 
it was posted in a grove covered on two sides by a 
ditch and bank. But the enemy, in their confidence, 
might have left the approaches to it from the rear 
unguarded. This wa?* a point to be ascertained. He 
sent, then, a sergeant at the head of a few sepoys 
on this mission. The sergeant returned with the 
happy intelligence that the approaches were entirely 
unguarded. I t was then, Clive felt, not death but 
victory. Drawing from the watercourse the greater 
part of his Europeans, two hundred in number, 
and four hundred sepoys, he started to lead them,
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the sergeant as the guide, to execute the decisive 
manoeuvre. His departure from the watercourse pro­
duced, however, an effect upon the men stationed there 
which had almost proved fatal. Already greatly dis­
couraged, they suddenly ceased firing and made every 
preparation for flight. Some even quitted the field,
The sudden cessation of firing revealed to Clive, as if 
by intuition, its cause. He made over the command of 
the turning party to Lieutenant Keene, and returned, 
only just in time to reanimate his men. Keene, left 
to himself, leading his men with great prudence, suc­
ceeded in entering the grove from the rear. Halting 
at a distance of thirty yards from the guns, he poured 
a volley on the enemy serving and supporting them.
The surprise was complete, the effect electric. With­
out returning a shot the enemy abandoned their guns 
and fled.

The victory was now gained: sixty Frenchmen 
surrendered as prisoners : Biza Bfthib’s army dispersed.
The fruits of it were, on the face of it, nine guns, 
three mortars, and the field of battle: in reality, 
predominance in Southern India. It was the fight 
at Kaveripak, more even than the defence of Arkat, 
which secured for the English that predominance. 
Small comparatively as were the numbers engaged, 
it was, in very deed, one of the decisive battles of 
the world, Defeat would have entailed the entire 
destruction of Clive’s army. On its result depended 
whether France or England should exercise paramount 
influence in the country between the V indhayan 
range and Cape Kumarin, The victory at Kavdripak

' Gcw\
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decided that question. It made certain the relief of 
Trichindpalli. I t gave the English a position which, 
threatened more than once during the thirty years 
which followed, they never lost.

fu other respects the battle is worthy of study. It 
displays, more than any of his previous encounters, the 
character of Clive as a commander in the field. Granted 
that he was surprised. On that point I will only say 
that a general, unprovided with horsemen, compelled 
to make forced marches for a great purpose, opposed 
to an enemy commanding a numerous cavalry, can 
scarcely avoid a surprise such as that. But mark 

f' his readiness, his coolness, his calm courage, his clear 
head, his decision, his nerve. On that 23rd February 
Clive displayed every quality of a great commander 
He justified the opinion recorded of him by one who 
knew him Well, Major Stringer Lawrence :—“ A man 
of undaunted resolution, of a cool temper, and a pre­
sence of mind which never left him in the greatest 
danger.” In fine, to quote from the same high 
authority, “ born a soldier, without a military edu­
cation of any sort, or much conversing with any 
of the profession,” Clive proved on that field his 
title to take rank among the great captains of the 
age.

The battle of Kdvdripdk cost the English the lives 
of forty Europeans and thirty sepoys. Many more 
were wounded. The enemy lost in killed fifty Euro­
peans and not less than three hundred sepoys.

The day following the battle Clive took possession 
of the fort of Kdv^ripak and marched thence to
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Arkat. On the 25th, when proceeding towards V6hir, 
he received a despatch from Fort St. David directing 
him to return thither with all his troops, with the view 
of being employed for the relief of Trichinapalli, the 
English garrison of which was reported to be in the 
last stage of destitution. It would have been difficult, 
it may even be said impossible, for Clive to obey this 
order, had he not first disposed of Riza Sahib and the 
French. As it was, he at once changed the direction 
of his march, and destroying en route a rising town 
erected by Dupleix to commemorate the victory of 
De la Touche, reached Fort St. David on the 11th 
March.

A halt of three days at Fort St. David sufficed tc 
complete i he preparations for the new campaign. His 
force strengthened and re-equipped, Clive was about 
to set put. The 15th, however, witnessed the arrival 
from England of Major Stringer Lawrence, the very 
capable officer of whom I have already spoken. Upon 
him, as the senior military officer in the Presidency, 
the direction of so important an expedition naturally 
devolved. Twm days later, then, he took the com­
mand from Olivo and started for Triohin&palli.

The force, consisting of four hundred Europeans, 
eleven hundred sipahfs, with eight field-pieces, was 
escorting a largo quantity of stores, and it was im­
portant that these should reach Trichinapalli with 
as little delay as possible. It would seem that many 
of the officers, fresh from England, felt extremely 
disinclined to submit without a murmur to the posi­
tion, second in that detachment only to that ,,f the 
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commander, given to a civilian such as had been Olive, 
and who now bore only a local commission. In his 
memoirs Lawrence makes pointed allusion to the 
** spirit of division which had unhappily crept in 
among his officers and caused many opportunities to 
bo lost.” : to the practice of “ some people to terra 
his (Clive’s) previous success fortunate and lucky.”
It was not so with Major Lawrence himself. Lis 
previous experience of Clive had satisfied him that 
his abilities were of the highest order, that he was 
a man to be entirely depended upon. Events were 
soon to silence the detractions of envy, to justify the 
confidence of Lawrence. \

On the 26th March the force arrived within eighteen 
miles of Trichin&palli. I t  was met here by an 
artillery officer detached from the garrison, bearing 
the information that the enemy had posted a strong 
force at the fort of Koiladi, within cannon-shot of the 
road Lawrence would have to traverse the following 
day. Before I follow his movements it is well that I 
should return for a moment to the position of the 
besiegers and the besieged.

I t  seemed, in very deed that the policy of Dupleix, 
baffled in Forth Arkafc by the defeat of EAveri- 
pfik. was about to triumph at Trichinapalli. But 
for that ever-glorious achievement of Clive it must 
have triumphed, Trichinapalli, indeed, was at its 
last gasp. The English garrison was dispirited and 
starving; Muhammad Ali and his partisans were 
in despair; the Dalwai of Maisur and Murari Rao, 
the outside allies of the besieged, had become so
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disgusted with the aspect of affairs within the place, 
that whilst the former could be held to the alliance 
only by assignments of territory, the latter meditated 
defection and had already begun to treat with Chanda 
Sahib.

Such was the state of the affairs of the defenders 
of Trichin&palli and their allies when Lawrence and 
Clive set out from .Fort St. David. In the camp of 
the besiegers a far different feeling prevailed. Law 
was confident that his measures, characterised as they 
had been by complete want of enterprise, were about 
to be crowned with success. His confidence was 
not shared by the illustrious ruler of 1 ondichery. 
Dupleix had watched with an eager and anxious 
eye the events of the preceding three months. The 
hopes, which had risen very high when the sudden 
reappearance in arms of Riza Sahib bad enticed Clive 
and the only available English troops to the province 
of North Arkat, had been dashed to the ground by 
the defeat of Kdv6ripak. Dupleix had noticed with 
dismay, almost with despair, that Law had taken no 
advantage of the interval of two months and a half 
which the rising of Riza Sahib had given him, that 
he still pursued his plodding course of a blockade 
without risk. Vainly had Dupleix urged him to 
thrust home, to bring matters to an immediate issue.
In reply Law had pleaded prudence. Certainly in 
tb.e sense in which Mr. Orine used that word, when 
he declared that prudence counselled Clive to retreat 
from the field of Kaveripak, Law was prudent. But 
whilst the imprudence of Clive gained him a decisive
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victory, the prudence of Law lost a whole array and 
a great cause. But, in sober truth, to apply the 
word prudence to such conduct is an abuse of terms, 
Prudence is always daring. I t was daring that saved 
Olive; it was the want of daring that ruined Law !

When Dupleix found that the interval of two 
months and a half had been thrown away by his 
general, and that Lawrence and Clive were about to 
attempt, an expedition which, if successful, would 
thwart all his plans and dissipate nil his hopes, he 
sent to Law the most positive and stringent orders.
He directed him to leave a few of his troops only 

' to maintain the blockade before Trichiudpalli, and, 
massing the remainder, to fall upon and attack the 
force led by Lawrence, encumbered, as it was, with 
a large convoy. Not content with these stringent 
oruers he sent him full details of the English force, 
and even indicated the plan by the following of 
which success would be certain. He pointed out 
further that the approach of Lawrence’s force would 
be the crisis of the campaign, and that his success 
meant absolute ruin to French interests in India.

Unhappily, there was a want of grasp about Law 
which rendered him incapable of taking in a com­
prehensive plan, still less capable of arranging its 
several details so as to act with one single purpose 
to accomplish a definite end. Let the reader mark 
how he carried out the very clear instructions he 
had received. He had been furnished with full 
debris of the numbers and composition of the Eng­
lish force, told to maintain only a few men to mask
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Ti^chin&paili, whilst, massing the remainder, he should 
fall upon Lawrence. These orders were clear, defi­
nite, and precise, It would be difficult not to under­
stand them. But Law* nevertheless, did not carry 
them out. Bastard prudence whispered to him that 
the leaving of only a few men before Trichinapalli 
whilst he should march with the remainder against 
Lawrence, would expose those few men to the danger 
of a sortie from the garrison. Under the influence 
of this whisper ho acted in direct contradiction to 
his orders. He sent two hundred and fifty Euro­
peans and from three hundred to four hundred 
sipahis to check the certain advance of the adven- /  
turous Lawrence, at the head of four hundred’ 
Europeans and eleven hundred sipahis, whilst, inactive 
in camp and facing the unadventurous Ginger), he 
maintained a force of more than six hundred Euro­
peans, and native levies to be counted by thousands I 
This detachment of two hundred -and fifty Europeans 
and three to four hundred natives, proceeded to 
occupy Koiladi.

It was of the presence of that detachment at 
Koihidi that Major Lawrence had been informed 
on reaching a point eighteen miles from Trichinfipalli 
on the 6fch April. In itself the position was good, 
and had it been held in force by an energetic com­
mander, Lawrence would have been greatly embar­
rassed. His advance would necessarily take him 
between two branches of the K&vdri. Of these the 
upper branch was defended by Koiladi on its 
northern bank, and was' thus unassailable. Between
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the northern and the southern banks was a distance, 
at this point, of less than half a mile. It will thus 
be seen that had Law massed his forces at Koiladi, 
he could not only have barred the road to the 
English, but, encumbered as they were with a large 
convoy, have probably crushed them. Halting, how­
ever, between two opinions, he had, as we have seen, 
serit thither a force which could annoy, but which 
could effect nothing decisive.

Lawrence had been thoroughly informed by the 
officer sent to meet him of the commanding position 
of Koiladi. Anxious regarding his convoy, he caused 
a large portion of it to enter the fort near which he 
was encamped—the fort of Trikatdpalli belonging to 
the Raja of Tanjur. With the remainder, consisting 
principally of ammunition and stores, -urgently required 
at Trichinapalli, he thought it might be possible to 
take a route which would be far from the guns of 
Koil&di. He sent bis guides, therefore, to find such 
a route, and they returned during the night with a 
favourable report.

Early on the morning of the 7th April, Lawrence 
set out. But by some mischance his guides led him 
by the very path he had wished to avoid, and brought 
him before he was aware of it, within reach of the 
fire of Koilhdi. From this false position Lawrence 
extricated himself with great skill. Ordering up his 
guns from the rear, and supporting them by a 
hundred Europeans under Clive, he replied by a 
general cannonade to the guns of the fort. Under 
cover of that cannonade, he moved his men and
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cojuvoy slowly, inclining to the left, and continuing 
tiie movement till he was beyond reach of the enemy's 
lire. He then halted till his guns should rejoin him.
His loss was slight. On the guns coming up ho 
pursued his march until he had arrived within ten 
miles of Trichinapalli,

Thus had Law’s system of halting between two 
opinions produced' its logical result. He had still 
time, however, to repair his fault. Ten miles yet lay 
between the enemy’s relieving force and Trichinapalli.
He could yet mass his outlying detachments, and 
attack Lawrence before Lawrence could reach that 
town. It was his last chance, and he was resolved to 
try it. No sooner had ho heard that the English ban 
passed Koiladi in safety, than he sent messengers 
calling in his various detachments.

Yet even then he showed no vigour. Instead of 
marching to meet his enemy, before he should be 
reinforced, he resolved to take up a position in which 
he might or might not be attacked. He drew up his 
men, then, so as to cover the line from the Kavdri to 
the inaccessible rock of Elmiseram, the French rock 
forming the centre of his position. This position 
barred one road, but not every road, to an advancing 
enemy,

Lawrence, ignorant of these movements, began his 
march early on the morning of the 28th March. 
Before the day had broken he was joined by a hun­
dred Europeans and fifty dragoons from the garrison. 
These informed Lawrence that Elmiseram was occu­
pied by the French, but that by marching on a point
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to the south-west of it—the sugar-loaf rock ho 
would not only turn their position, but open commu. 
nication with the garrison, Lawrence acted accord­
ingly. He moved towards the sugar-loaf rock; on 
his way thither he was joined by two hundred Euro­
peans and four hundred sipahis under Captain Dalton, 
and by the Marathi cavalry under Murari Rao. At 
noon he halted and directed his men to prepare their 
food.

Again had ho foiled Law. But that was not 
enough. It was written in the destiny of that man 
that he should do everything at the wrong moment. 
•Having failed to attack Lawrence before he had been 
reinforced, he resolved to assail him after Lawrence 
had effected a junction with the garrison of Triehina- 
palli. Scarcely had Lawrence effected that junction 
when a messeoger reached him with the intelligence 
that the French were advancing in force against him; 
that their artillery-fire had already put to flight the 
Marathd cavalry.

It was noon. The heat of a Trichinapalli sun in 
April is always scorching. It was especially trying 
to men who, having just arrived off a long march, 
were about to prepare their breakfasts. But there 
was no help for it—the attack must be met. Lawrence 
at once despatched Clive to reconnoitre. Clive ob­
served the entire force of the enemy drawn up, the 
whole of their infantry in the centre, supporting the 
guns, twenty-two in number, and flanked by large 
bodies of cavalry. In front almost of their centre, 
and nearer to them than to the English, was a large
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caravansarai or native inn, flanked by stone buildings.
Clive saw at a glance that these buildings were the key 

. of the position Held by the enemy with their twenty- 
two guns, the English would fight at a great disadvan­
tage. Held b the English, on the other hand, their 
possession wo.. Id more than neutralise the enemy’s 
superiority in artillery fire. Yet they were within 
reach of the French. Surely they would not miss such 
a chance. But when, observing closely, Clive could 
discover no symptom of a movement on the part of 
the enemy, he galloped back and obtained permission 
to act. Placing himself at the head of the first 
division of artillery, supported by the grenadiers, hr- 
advanced with all speed and seized the caravansarai.
That movement decided the day. Clive had thrust a 
wedge into the centre of the enemy’s line. After a 
severe cannonade which lasted half an hour, and 
during which the English had ail the advantage of 
the cover afforded by the caravansarai and its 
buildings, the French fell back, having lost forty 
Europeans and three hundred natives. The loss of 
the English amounted to twenty-one. Their native 
allies had been but little engaged. The next day 
Lawrence marched into Trichin&palli.

The two days’ work I have recorded produced 
the most important consequences. It took all the 
heart out of the French commander. Depressed, 
anxious, and nervous, he thought now only of retreat.
An attempt on the part of the English to surprise 
Chanda Sahib, fortuitously converted into an attack 
on Elmiaeram came to-complete his perplexity. The



" 1 ........... 1 ’ - 1 '■ • ■ ■ ■ ...... ........... ..

{(§)! (AT
\%x— i

1 2 2  10BD CLIVE, [1752.

next day, the 12th April, after destroying the supplies 
destined for the siege of Trichiuapalli, Law, abandoning 
the greater part of his baggage, cros 3d the Kaveri 
and retreated within Shrirangham. 1 n some reason 
which cannot be divined, he did noi withdraw the 
small French garrison of Elmiseram. ,

The retreat of the French into Shrimngkam brought 
new conceptions into the brain of the conqueror of 
Arfcat. To seize Elmiseram was an idea which would 
have occurred to any ordinary mind. But Clive’s 
conceptions soared far higher, higher even than those 
pi Lawrence. The ideas of Lawrence were confined 
Jby the contemplation- of that which was immediately 
-before him. He has left upon record that he considered 
iLaw’s retreat into Shrining ham a “ prudent 1 act—that 
is, an act inspired by a prudent regard for French 
interests. Not so thought Clive. In retiring into the 
island of Shrirangham the French had, he saw, entered 
an island invested by enemies on three sides, on the 
south, the east, and the west. What could they do if 
they were to bo invested likewise on the northern 
side ? A force detached from Lawrence’s army would 
ensure that result. 'Che more he looked at the idea 
the more feasible it seemed. Three conditions only 
were requisite to ensure success. The first, that the 
army south of Shrirangham should be firmly com­
manded ; the second that the leader of the expe­
ditionary force should be a man of tried capacity; 
the third that the commander of the French force 
should be a man not given to enterprise. There were 
three men on the spot, Lawrence, Clive, and Law,



eminently capable of fulfilling all three conditions. 
Impressed with this conviction, Olive made the pro­
posal to Lawf nee.

Lawrence [cognised its force on the moment. 
Two difficult, p only presented themselves to his 
mind. The filst had reference to the second of the 
conditions of which 1 have spoken. He was about to 
incur a great risk—the risk of dividing his force in 
the presence of an enemy numerically equal to the 
whole, and of so separating the parts that the enemy 
at any moment could fall on either. It was essential,
under such circumstances, that both the divided part >1
should be under the command of a capable general \ 
For one of the two parts he could provide in his own' 
person. But for the other? It is true Clive waf 
serving under his orders, but he was serving as the 
junior of his rank, and of that rank there were many, 
some of whom possessed claims which it was not easy 
to pass over. That was the first difficulty. The second 
referred to the possibility of inducing the native allies 
of Muhammad Ali to co-operate in the movement.

It is a striking testimony to the impression which 
the character and achievements of Clive had produced 
on men who, whilst they are, as a rule, peculiarly 
susceptible to individual influence, never take for 
granted the superiority of others, that the second 
difficulty removed the first. When Lawrence laid his 
plan before Muhammad Ali and his allies, the Dalwai 
of Maisur and Murari Rao, those chieftains made 
one stipulation, and one only, as essential to their 
consent to it. That stipulation was that the detached
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party should be commanded by the officer who had 
defended Arkat, who had subsequently beaten the 
baffled besiegers at Arm, and who f id practically 
decided the campaign by his victory it Kav&dpdk.
They insisted upon having Cli -e and nj j other.

Every diflicuL ' having beck’ thus Removed, Clive 
was detached ori^he night of the 6th April with a 
force composed of hundred .Europeans and seven 
hundred trained srpahls, three thousand Marat lid, 
cavalry commanded by Yanas Khan, and a thou­
sand Tan j dr cavalry, with eight pieces of artillery, 
t wo of which were battering cannon, to carry out his 
i designs. Descending the Kavdri, he crossed the island 
:it a point three miles to the east of Law’s encamping 
fground, to a village on the north bank ot the Kolrdn, 
called Samiaveram, about nine miles due north of the 
island of Shrirangham, and commanding the approaches 
to the northern bank from the north and the east. He 
at once strengthened the defences of this village so as 
to make it secure against a coup-de-main.

His preparations had not been made at all too soon. 
Dupleix, utterly disgusted with Law, had resolved to 
supersede him. Of the only two men to whom he 
could entrust the command, de Bussy and d’Auteuil, 
the former held an important post at the court of the 
Sitbahdar of the Dakhan, and could not be recalled. 
D’Auteuil, then, gouty as he was, was the only 
resource. That d’Auteuil, who had more than once 
failed him before, was a man fit to carry out his daring 
schemes, Dupleix certainly did not believe. But Law 
had failed so miserably, had shown himself so utterly
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J‘fc**r • j P 8̂ ' V •'■ /  1 ĵ jhV c l ' .  .*. /♦• • >% '<**j& 3vtfA ft *.V«jfelt;*y-. /u y  j V « . W * V f f . \ V ’_
i /  **»«■«* , , „  /  * ••*>. * , * ■> - •• *•■/;,•-'t,« v .« \v î > . / .> » ;v . ' .;*•;H*;?eA '% V-«J»■<•*a* *.',7r"^l v-
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incompetent, that any change must be for the better, 
bhipleix, ther had, on the 10th April, despatched 
d’Auteuil at the head of a hundred and twenty 
Europeans and five hundred sipahis, with four pieces, 
and a large convoy of provisions and stores, to take 
the command at Shrirangham, and restore the aspect 
of affairs.

D’Auteuil, following the route he had taken the 
previous year—the route through Valkonda—reached 
Utatur on the 14th April, just one week after Clive 
had occupied Samiaveram. Here he learned the 
exact state of affairs; how Law was cooped up irl 
Shrirangham, and how at Samiaveram there lay 1 1 
superior for>- capable of preventing all communication; 
with that islaft

The intellig ' ce did not dishearten d’Auteuil. The 
distance between IJtatdr and Samiaveram is fifteen 
miles, and Samiaveram lay on his direct road. But 
as yet Clive had received no intelligence of his 
approach. It might be possible for him to make 
an oblique march to the Kolrdn, which should avoid 
Samiaveram. He might be able at the same time to 
persuade Law to make a diversion in his favour. At 
all events he would attempt it. As a preliminary he 
at once despatched messengers to Law to warn him 
of his intended action.

Meanwhile, Clive had not been idle. The reader 
will recollect that when, in 1751, Captain Gingen’s 
force retired before the French into Shrirangham, it 
had taken post, before crossing the Kolrdn, at , the 
fortified pagoda of Paiehandah, on the north bank of
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the Kolrrin, and forming the principal gateway into 
the island. The importance to a force cooped up in 
Shrirangham of holding such a place c anot be over­
estimated. Were that gate lost, all would be lost.

Second only in importance to Paichandah was the 
pagoda of Mansiirpdt, about midway on the high road 
between it and Samiaveram. This place was impor­
tant, because it commanded a view of the country 
for miles on every side. It was a post of supreme 
consequence to Law. In the hands of an enemy it 
would be an eye to see and a hand to strike, 
f A third place, scarcely ranking even after Mansurp&t,
|was Ldlgudi, a mud fort on the northern bank of the 
fKolriin, about two miles to the east of Paichandah, 
land constituting, as it were, an alternative gate into 
and out of the island. The fact of it Mot being con­
nected with the high road rendered t of somewhat 
less value than the other. Still it was a place which 
Law was bound to hold at all hazards.

Conscious of the value of these places, Law had 
occupied them—but with small detachments only.
Clive noting this, and rating them at their true im­
portance, stormed Mansurpet the second day after he 
had crossed the river: the day following he attacked 
and stormed Lalgudi.

By these operations Clive had rendered extremely 
difficult the task of d’Auteuil, acting, be it remembered, 
with a force far inferior to his own. But d’Auteuil, 
trusting that Law would respond to the messages he 
had sent him, marched from Utafcur on the afternoon 
of the 14th, and took, not the road which leads to
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Samiaveram, but another, bearing westward, in the 
direction of the head of the island. It happened, 
however, that Clive had captured one of his 
messengers, and, rendered thus aware of bis plans, 
had set out at the same time to meet him.

D’Auteuil, well served by his intelligence depart­
ment, had not marched many miles before he received 
warning of Clive’s movement. It being no part of 
his aim to fight a pitched battle in the open, he 
promptly retraced his steps to Utatdr, Clive,
learning this, and not wishing to be drawn into a 
siege when a more numerous enemy lay within a few, 
miles of him, returned to Bamiaveram.

Meanwhile another opportunity had been offered j 
to 1 .aw. From one of the messagers sent by d’Auteuil, 
he had heard of the latter’s intended march; from 
his scouts he received information of Clive’s move­
ments. Here was a chance. He still held Paichandah.
To debouch by that place with his force and with 
Chanda Sahib’s army; to fall upon the ill-protected 
Samiaveram, or to take Clive’s army in the rear—this ' 
was a conception the prompt execution of which might 
yet atone for many faults and redeem the fortunes 
of the campaign !

Again, some glimmering of the course he ought to 
adopt flickered through the brain of Law. Again, 
he could not brace himself to efficient execution. 
Instead of using the only means which presented a 
chance of success—of moving out with his whole 
force—he detached eighty Europeans, of whom forty 
were deserters from the English ranks, and seven
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hundred sipitlns, to carry out a scheme upon the 
successful execution of which depended, not only 
the triumph of his cause, but the very safety of his 
army!

It was midnight (14th April). Only one hour had 
elapsed since Clive had returned to Samiaveram. His 
English soldiers there occupied two pagodas, a greater 
and a lesser, about a quarter of a mile distant the one 
from the other ; around these lay the fiipdhfs, and 
beyond again the Marathas. Clive himself and his 
officers used the oaravansarai behind the lesser pagoda.

| The whole camp, the sentinels alone excepted, slept 
i as men sleep after a fatiguing march made under the 
1̂ April sun of Southern India. At that hour, and 
under such circumstances within Samiaveram, Law’s 
detachment stealthily approached the place. The name 
of the commander is not given in any of the French 
memoirs, but , whatever it may have been, he who bore it 
was cert ainly a man of daring and determination. He 
had been told that he would find Samiaveram poorly 
guarded, as Clive had marched out of it to meet 
d’Auteuil. But as he neared the place a spy brought 
him the information that Clive and his army had re­
turned. Had the commander been other than a dariner 
and determined man this information would have led 
him to retrace his steps. I t  only inspired his bold 
spirit with the hope of accomplishing results greater 
than those which, till then, had lain before him. He 
pressed on, then, still stealthily and resolutely, till he 
came within the challenge of the native sentinels.
Here his deserters stood him in good stead. The officer
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who commanded them, an Irishman, stepped forward 
and said that he had been sent by Major Lawrence to 
support Olive. As the other English-speaking soldiers 
pressed up at the same moment, the sentinel and his 
native officer were completely taken in, and the latter 
even sent one pf his men to conduct the party to the 
English quarter of the camp. They marched through 
lines of sleeping Marathas and sleeping sipahis till 
they reached the lesser pagoda. Here they were 
again challenged. Their reply was a volley into 
the pagoda, another into the caravanserai containing.
Olivo and his officers, followed by their entrance into: 
the pagoda and then bayoneting every man whom , 
they met.

[fc was this volley which awoke Olive from his1 
midnight sleep. The situation was extremely critical.
For aught he knew at the moment he might have the 
whole army of Law reinforced by that of d Auteuil 
upon him. But in that emergency his brain was as 
clear and his judgment as cool as it was when he had 
marched that morning towards Utatlir. Ho saw at a 
glance that the lesser pagoda and the caravansarai 
were the objects of attack, and that the greater 
pagoda had been neglected. He ran at once to that 
pagoda, got the men there, who had already taken the 
alarm, under arms as quickly as possible, and returned 
with two hundred of them to the caravansarai. On 
arriving there he found a large body of sipahis drawn 
up with their backs to the caravansarai, and firing at 
random in the direction apparently of the enemy s 
camp. Believing them to be his own men, he drew

l, 9
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up his European troops within twenty yards of their 
rear, and going- then amongst the sipahis, upbraided 
some for their panic, and, striking others, ordered 
them to cease fire. But the sip&Ms were not his own 
men, they were the French sipahis who had attacked 
his camp; and one of the native officers recognising 
Clive to be an Englishman, attacked and wounded 
him with his sword. Clive, still under the delusion 
that they were his own men, replied to the attack, 
and, exasperated at what he conceives to bo the man’s 
insolence, drove him before him to the gate of the 

I lesser pagoda.. Here, to his complete surprise, he was 
accosted by six Frenchmen. In a moment he realised 

1 his position; in the same moment he had taken his 
• resolution. In reply to the Frenchmen, who had 
summoned him to surrender, he stated with the 
utmost composure, that, far from surrendering, he had 
come to offer them terms; that if they would look 
around they would see that their case was hopeless, 
that they were surrounded by his whole army, and 
that his men were determined to give no quarter if 
resistance were made. The firmness with which 
these words were uttered, and the calm demeanour of 
the speaker, made so great an impression, that whilst 
three of the Frenchmen ran within the pagoda to 
convey the intelligence to the commander, the other 
three surrendered their arms on the spot. Clive then 
hastened to the caravansarai to act with his Europeans 
against the sipahis whom he now knew to be enemies; 
but .these latter, scenting the danger, had marched 
away, and, passing unmolested through the camp by
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favour of the darkness and general turmoil, had 
gained the road to Paiehandah.

Meanwhile, confusion and uncertainty still reigned 
rampant within the camp. On the one side, Clive 
would not believe that such a daring attempt would 
have been made '.mless it had been supported by the 
whole French allied force; on the other, the .French 
who had taken the lesser pagoda were extremely 
disquieted by the message from Clive carried to them 
by their three comrades. The confusion which 
prevailed on both sides was illustrated by a singular  ̂
incident. Tire French commander, who had massed i 
his Europeans within the lesser pagoda, wishing to 
ascertain the exact state of affairs outside it, detached | 
eight of his most intelligent men on this errand. This 
small party fell in with a body of English troops, and 
were taken prisoners. The English commander made 
them over to a sergeant’s party with directions that 
they should be lodged in the Lesser pagoda, of the 
capture of which he had not heard. The sergeant 
took the eight men and the three who had surrendered 
to Clive, and made them over to their own country­
men ! But, stranger still, these latter had so lost their 
heads, that they made no attempt to detain the 
sergeant and his party !

Clive had ascertained, pretty well, by this time, 
that the only place held by the enemy was the lesser 
pagoda. He could not, however, divest his mind of 
the idea that that which ought to have happened had 
happened, and that the whole, force of the enemy " 
in the vicinity waiting for the coming dawn to storm

9 *
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the place. Were this assumption to prove correct he 
would be terribly incommoded by having an enemy 
at the same time in his very midst. He determined, 
then, to storm the lesser pagoda without delay. It 

. was a difficult task, as the pagoda was very strong 
and the entrance to it so small that it admitted only 
two men. abreast. He led his men, however, to 
attack it, but the defence was so desperate that, after 
losing one officer and fifteen men, lie drew off the 
remainder, and resolved to suspend his attack till 
daybreak,
 ̂ Meanwhile, the French commander, knowing he

(was unsupported, and feeling he was in a trap from 
which there was no escape, except by sheer daring, 
had resolved not to wait for a renewal of the onslaught.
As soon as the day broke, then, he sallied forth at the 
head of his men. But the English, who were on the 
watch, received him with a volley so well directed 
that twelve of his men were killed on the spot; the 
rest ran back into the pagoda. Clive, wishing now to 
terminate the contest, advanced to the gateway and 
entered the porch to offer terms. Faint from the loss 
of blood caused by the wounds ho had received, he 
stood with his back to the wall of the porch, leaning, 
as he stooped forward, on the shoulders of two 
sergeants who accompanied him. To meet his 
request for a parley, there presented luinself the com­
mander of the deserters, the Irishman of whom I have 
already spoken. This man, conscious probably of the 
fate in store for him as a deserter, replied to the 
advances of CUve by abusive language, then, suddenly
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levelling Ixis musket discharged it at him point blank.
The ball missed Olive, but it traversed the bodies of 
the two sergeants and wounded them mortally. The 
incident was, however, decisive. The senior French 
officer, infuriated at the conduct of his Irish comrade, 
stepped forward at once to disavow the act, and 
stating, that whilst up to that time he had been pre­
pared to defend the post to the last extremity on 
account of the deserters .alone, yet that the conduct 
of their leader absolved him from that obligation, 
offered to surrender with his whole force. The offer 
was accepted. With the surrender terminated the 
affair within Samiaveram. *j

Without it one other event remains to be recorded. <
As soon as it was daylight Clive had sent orders to 
Tunas KMn to pursue the French sipahis who had 
passed out of camp in the darkness. These orders 
were so promptly and so effectually carried out, that, 
it is said, not a single sipahi returned to the banks of 
the Kolrun. The Marathas declared that they killed 
every one of them, and though this was probably an 
exaggeration, the slaughter must have been very- 
great.

The English themselves suffered very great losses 
—how great it is impossible to say—for on this 
occasion, and on this occasion only, there is no con­
temporary record of casualties. Considering that the 
occupants of the lesser pagoda, who exceeded a hun­
dred in number, were surprised, and that many of 
them were bayoneted before they could recover from 
their surprise; considering, moreover, the number of
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those who suffered in the assault, it may be concluded
.3 C ,

that Clive lost very nearly one-fourth of his effective 
Europeans.

With respect to fcho blame which rests upon his 
shoulders for the surprise, I may remark, that 
whilst, of • contemporary writers, Major Lawrence 
and Mr. Orme record the incident without imputing 
negligence to Clive, Caffarelli speaks of it as a 
shameful surprise, that is, a surprise shameful to 
Clive. I think Caffarelli is wrong. Clive took every 
possible precaution; he had returned only an hour 
before the surprise was attempted; he had seen 

i nothing to excite any suspicion that an enemy was 
in the neighbourhood; he had taken care that the 
sentries were duly posted. Those sentries were de­
ceived by a stratagem, and on them, and not on 
Clive, must be the shame, if there were any, of the 
surprise. As to Clive’s conduct after he had realised 
the actual position, I can only repeat here what I 
have recorded elsewhere, that never did he vindicate 
more completely his title to be a leader of men than 
on that eventful night. He, and he alone, caused the 
surprise to recoil on the heads of those who had 
attempted it.

In one respect Fortune favoured him. He had 
three narrow escapes of his life. The second and 
third I have already recorded. The first occurred in 
this wise. When the French fired their first volley 
Clive was sleeping in the caravansarai, with a box 
at his feet and his servant close to him. The volley 
shattered the box and killed the servant I
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For some days after this attempt but little occurred 
on the north bank of the Kolrdn. D’Auteuil remained 
quiet at U tatur waiting for an opportunity ; Law 
remained quiet at Shrirangham waiting for d Auteuil. 
Lawrence determined at last to disturb this tranquillity. 
Unwilling to expose Samiaveram to the chances of a 
second surprise whilst Clive should be absent on such 
a service, he directed him to remain watching the 
enemy in the island whilst he himself should despatch 
a force to deal with the French at D tatdr.

Having ensured perfect security on his own side by 
capturing Koikidi, the last place there which held out 
for the French, Lawrence sent Dalton with a hundred 
and fifty Europeans, four hundred sipdhis, five hundred* 
Maratfms, arid four field-pieces, to beat up d*Auteuil 
(9th May). Dalton profiled by the dismay which recent 
events had, he well knew, caused amongst the French. 
Marching on Utatdr, he displayed his troops in such a 
manner as to induce d’Auteuil to believe that Clive s 
whole force was marching against him. Impressed 
with this idea, d’Auteuil quitted U tatur in the night, 
and, abandoning all his stores, made a hasty and 
disorganising retreat upon Valkonda. Dalton then 
marched to Samiaveram and placed his troops at the 
disposal of Clive. To avoid disputes regarding rank, 
he offered to serve as a volunteer under his orders.

Meanwhile, Law had acted as Lawrence had 
believed it possible he might act should Clive maich 
against d* Auteuil. Observing from the watchtowors 
of Shrirangham the march of Dalton towards U tatur, 
and imagining that it was Olivo and his whole fence,
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he had promptly do 110 that then, which,! if vigorously 
executed on the previous occasion, would have ruined 
the English—he" had crossed the Kolrdnj with his whole 
force. He was soon undeceived. Clive was not the 
man to be twice taken in by the same ; guile, f rom 

' the heights of the pagoda of Mansiirpet his scouts had 
watched all the movements of the enemy. Resolving, 
if possible, to finish the campaign at a blow, Clive 
marched to meet him, and Law had scarcely entered 
Paiehandah when he learned that the English were 
within a mile of him.

This was the last chance which Fortune, so often 
disdained, gave to Law. He rejected that chance also. 

(Well had it been for him had no Paiehandah been at 
hand to cover his return to the island. Well had it 
been for him if he had found himself cut off from the 
river when he received intimation of the presence 
of the English. At least, then, he would have 
fallen fighting. Hay, if numbers count for anything, 
he had a great chance of victory. But he was cowed, 
cowed by the success of the enemy who had beaten 
him without fighting. Waiting, then, for the shades 
of evening to fall, he recrossed the river, only a few 
days later to surrender-—again without fighting.

The end was now approaching. On the 15tli of 
May Clive captured Paiehandah. Having thus com­
pletely shut up Law in the island, and made his 
surrender a matter of certainty, he marched to vral- 
konda to give the finishing stroke to d Auteui!, lie  
conceived it to be just possible that an energetic 
commander in d’Auteuil’s position might yet effect
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a diversion in Law's favour, more especially as he Lad 
received information that d’Auteuil had inarched from 
Yralkonda, and in the direction of the Kolriin,

Believing that d’Auteuil would necessarily pass 
TJtatdr, CliVc marched on that place, arrived there 
just before nightfall, and waited for his enemy. The 
enemy did not appear. On the very rumour that Clive 
had left the banks of the Kolriin in search of him, 
d’Auteuil had made a hasty retreat to Valkonda.
Olive, who had previously gained over the commandant 
of that place, followed Auteui! thither, and forced 
him, placed, as it were, between two fires, to surrender 
with his whole force (29th May).

Three days later Law followed his example. TW 
surrender of d’Auteuil had deprived him of his last 
hope. Despair did not give him the daring which 
would have impelled a roan of a nobler stamp to cut 
his way out. With the seven or eight hundred Euro­
peans, the two thousand sipahis, and the three thou­
sand or four thousand native levies who still remained 
true to Chanda Sfihib, he might easily have taken 
advantage of a long dark night to cross the Kaveri 
aud fall upon Lawrence’s troops, greatly inferior to 
his own. Having overpowered tlieru, he could have cut 
his way to Karikal. In vain did Chanda Sahib press 
this course upon him ; decisive action was not for a 
man like Law. Waiting for a chance which never 
came, and an accident which never presented itself, 
he hesitated, and was lost.

He was hesitating still, yet not daring to act, when 
the arrival in the English camp of a battering train
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decided him* He then agreed to surrender. He 
tried hard to save the life of the prince of whom he 
was only the auxiliary, and that life was promised 
him. The promise was not kept. Chanda Sahib was 
stabbed to the heart a few hours after he had given 
himself up. .Before this atrocious deed had been 
perpetrated thirty-five French officers, seven hundred 
and eighty-five French soldiers bearing arms, besides 
sixty sick and wounded, and two thousand French 
sipahia had surrendered themselves to the English 
commander (1st June). The island was then taken 
possession of. The contest for the Nuwabship of 
the Karnatak had been decided in favour of the 
Candidate supported by the English. In bringing 
about that result “ it is difficult to determine,” to 
quote the words of Mr. Orme, “ whether the English 
conducted themselves with more ability and spirit, 
or the French with more irresolution and ignorance, 
after Major Lawrence and Captain Clive arrived at 
Trichinapalli.”

With the disappearance of his rival began the real 
difficulties of Muhammad Ali and his native allies, 
difficulties which in a very few weeks greatly neutral­
ised the effect of the French surrender, and caused, 
eventually, the renewal of the struggle. 1 lie native 
chiefs, in a word, disputed over the spoil. So bitter 
was the strife that although the I1 rench had sur­
rendered on the 1st June, it was not until the 28th 
of the same month that Muhammad Ali was able 
to quit Trichinapalli, and even then he was forced to 
beg the English to leave there two hundred of their

j •*
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own men and fifteen hundred of their trained sipalns 
to protect the fortress against his own allies of Maisur 
and Tanjur and Gutti, with whom he had failed to 
keep faith.

The remainder of the English force accompanied 
Muhammad Ali in his march from Trichindpalli 
towards Fort St. David. Tiruvadi, a small fort 
thirteen miles from that place, was, of all the places 
on their route, alone occupied by a French garrison.
The sipalns who composed it surrendered at the first 
summons. Lawrence then quitted the force for Fort 
St. David, to seek there the repose which the fatigues 
and exposure of the campaign had rendered necessary.
(Jlive, incited by similar reasons, proceeded at this 
same time to Madras, which, in consequence of orders 
from England, had again become the seat of the 
English administration in southern India.

Olive had not been many days at the Presidency 
before, in spite of his failing health, his services were 
again called in requisition. Two strongholds, in 
.dangerous vicinity to Madras, Kovilam (Covelong) 
and Chengalpatt, were occupied by French garrisons.
It seemed to Mr. Saunders very desirable that these 
should be reduced before the reinforcements from 
Pondichery, then daily expected, should arrive. It 
happened opportunely that Madras had just welcomed 
two hundred recruits from England; Mr. Saunders 
had, likewise, recently enlisted five hundred sipalns.
At the head of these raw and inexperienced troops, 
who had scarcely seen even a parade-ground, Cliye 

, was despatched (10th September) to reduce the two
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strongholds I have mentioned. He took with him 
two 24-pounders.

Kovilam lies on the sea-coast, twenty-one miles 
south of Madras. It was then a walled fort, flanked 
by round towers, mounting thirty guns, but without 
a ditch. It was garrisoned by fifty French soldiers 
and three hundred sipahis. Clive arrived within two 
miles of it the evening of the day following that of 
his departure from Madras. The next morning the 
garrison, in a sally, killed one of his officers, and 
so alarmed the raw troops the officer was leading, 
that they fled in confusion. “ They would, indeed,*’ 
says Mr. Orme, ** have fled as far as Madras, but that 
Clive, meeting them, forced them, sword in hand, and 
not without violence, to return.”

The siege, which Clive at once laid to the place, 
was a good schooling for his soldiers. They caused 
him, however, an infinity of trouble, for they took 
fright on every alarm. “ An unlucky shot,” says 
Mr. Orme, ** which struck the rock, and with the 
splinters it made killed and wounded fourteen men, 
frightened the whole so much, that it was some 
time before they would venture to expose themselves 
again.” Be it remembered that these men were 
simply recruits, the boy-soldiers of the present day!

With such material at his disposal, fighting 
against stone walls manned by trained soldiers, many 
a commander would have despaired. But not only 
did Clive not despair, but, when he received infor­
mation that a considerable force of the enemy was 
marckiug from Chengalpatt to force him to raise the



. T ......  n  !
( f ( f ) t )  1 (CT

1752.] .TAVUHII'AK and triohinapalli. 141( I
giege, he marched with half" his force to offer them 
battle 1 His daring received its just reward. The 
relieving force retired with precipitation. The next 
day, too, he was relieved from all anxiety regarding 
Kovilam, Probably his raw material would never 
have taken the place. But the attitude assumed by 
Clive had cowed the French commander. It is 
tolerably certain that this man was a very poor 
specimen of the profession, caring more for his own 
comfort than the honour and glory of his country, 
for on the fourth day of the. siege he offered to 
capitulate, “ on condition that he might carry a way 
his own effects.’' Those effects, Clive discovered the 
next day, consisted of turkeys and snuff!

The place had surrendered only just in time, for 
the next morning the enemy from Chengalpatt arriving 
on the spot, ignorant of the surrender, almost effected 
a surprise of the English camp. As it was, thanks to 
the care of the French commandant for his effects, 
they were completely surprised themselves, and com­
pelled to flee, after suffering very severe losses, back 
to Chengalpatt.

Clive followed them up very closely, and at once laid 
siege to the fort, which had the reputation of being 
the strongest in that part of the country. It was 
very strong, was well garrisoned, and well provisioned.
Well defended, it might have held out for an in­
definite time. But its commandant, likewise, was 
deficient in the true qualities of a soldier. After a 
siege of four days a breach had been made in the 
outer and inner wall. The' place was still not only

}
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defensible, but virtually proof against assault. But, 
in spite of this, again did the daring of jClive assert 
itself over the weaker nature of his opponent. His 
threatening attitude induced the latter to offer to 
surrender on condition of being allowed to retire with 
his garrison to Pondichery. Clive agreed, and took 
possession of the place the next day (31st October).

These expeditions, causing as they did great expo­
sure, had not improved the health of Olive, From 
Ohengalpatt, then, he returned to Madras, again to 
rest. Very shortly after his arrival there he married 
Miss Maskelyne, the sister of one of his earliest 
friends. Shortly after his marriage, findirig his healt h 
still continued to deteriorate, lie took the resolution 
of revisiting Europe. Having been granted leave for 
this purpose, lie sailed from Madras, with his bride, 
in February 1753.

What a different position was his to that which lie 
had occupied nine short years before! The unknown 
and friendless writer had, in the interval, laid the 
foundations of an empire! He could not yet claim 
this honour; he could only assert that he had thwarted 
the aspirations of his country’s enemies, and prevented 
French domination in Southern India. But he had, 
in reality, accomplished a great deal more than that.
.By his achievements at Arkat, at Kaveripak, and before 
Trichinapalli, he had convinced the princes and people 
of India not only that the English could fight, but 
that they could fight better than the race which till 
then had chained their admiration, better than the 
French. As soon as this conviction had dawned upon

f o. r , . • »I . r;|
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them, the lodging for the support of the stronger, 
which is a characteristic of the races of India, was 
transferred to the countrymen of Olive. The idea 
that they must prevail became from that time, by a 
process gradual and yet certain, an article of faith in 
Southern India. Whenever, in the years that fol­
lowed, that article of faith came to be questioned 
and it was questioned occasionally—the action of the 
successors of Clive caused it to be re-asserted, to gain 
deeper and more stable foundation. But to Clive is 
due the planting of the seed. His action during the 
second moiety of those nine years brought, for the 
first time, English supremacy in Southern India, 
within, the range of practical politics. Such a result 
could, at the close of 1752, he talked of as, at 
least, something more than possible. All that had 
been accomplished—the conquest of the central 
Karnfitak, the defeat of Chanda Sahib, the collapse 
of the French, had been virtually, even actually, 
accomplished by the English; and in that work Clive 
had been the main author—his had been the brain to 
conceive, his the firm heart to dare—his the steady 
hand to execute. He had accomplished much in 
those nine years. He was to do more in the seven 
that were to follow!
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CHAPTER V II.

England; Ghebiah; Madras.

T ma reputation of Olive had preceded him to his 
native land. The wild scapegrace of eighteen leturned 
a hero at twenty-seven. No disparagement had been 
too bitter for him then, no compliment was too marked 
for him now. The Court of Directors had, indeed, 
been so justly terrified by the early successes of 
Dupleix, by the “ all but " triumph of his ambitious 
designs, that they wmre at the moment disposed to 
express all their gratitude, and to bestow all their 
favours on. the man whose genius had converted defeat 
into victory, despondency into triumph. Clive had 
scarcely set foot in England before the incense, so 
grateful to a man when offered by his country to mark 
that country’s sense of the services he had endeavoured 
to render tier, impregnated the very air he breathed.
The Court of Directors entertained him at a semi-royal 
public dinner. They presented him with a diamond- 
Mlted sword of the value of five hundred guineas.
They solicited his advice with a deference which is



TO! <slXJv—"Vy/

1753.] ENGLAND* 1 4 5

only manifested by city men towards one whose merits 
have already forced themselves to the loftiest place 
in public approval.

The adulation offered was such as might have turned 
the head of many a man, Olive conducted himself, 
however, in a manner which even increased the feeling 
of the public in his favour. Neither in his private nor 
his public utterances did be ever forget the obligations 
under which lie felt himself to the men who had given 
him the opportunities without which he would, still 
have languished an obscure writer in Madras—Major 
Lawrence and Governor Saunders. So far, indeed, 
did be carry his sense of the obligations ho owed to 
the former, that when the Court voted him he sword 
of which 1 have spoken, to mark their sense of his 
military services in the Karnafcak, Clive refused to 
accept it unless a similar compliment were paid to 
his old friend and commander.

Fortunes in those times were acquired in India 
much more easily than they are in the present day, 
and it surprised no one to learn that Clive had re­
turned to England with a very handsome income.
It is not necessary to scan too closely the means by 
which that fortune had been acquired. I t  certainly 
was not derived from savings from his scanty pay, 
nor wholly from prize-money, properly so called. The 
fact that in those days it was considered perfectly 
legitimate to accept presents from native princes, as 
a mark of their sense of services rendered, is suffi­
cient to account for the accumulations he Had made.
Clive had rendered great services to Muhammad Ali

I, lo
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and to others, and it was in those days considered as 
most natural that the native prince should show his 
gratitude in the only manner in which he could display 
it. Nor can the most censorious blame Olive- for 
accepting a present, considered in those days a legiti­
mate offering; the refusal of which would have been 
regarded, as an insult.

Having this fortune, and having no occupation, it 
is not to bo wondered at that a man possessing the 
active brain of Clive should be anxious to serve his 
country in Parliament. He had arrived in England 
at a time when the Whig party was supreme. But 
that party was a house divided against itself, one 
section of it being led by the Duke of Newcastle, 
the other by Henry Fox, afterwards Lord Holland.
Clive attached himself to the latter, and, after a 
desperate contest, was returned, by Lord Sandwich’s 
interest, for the borough of St. Michael. The return 
was disputed. Heard before a Committee of the 
whole House, the case was decided in Clive’s favour; 
but when the resolution was reported to the House 
itself, the Duke of Newcastle had sufficient influence 
to have it reversed by a narrow majority, and Clive 
was unseated.

Meanwhile he had been living at a rate which even 
his fair income did not warrant. He had, moreover, 
lessened that income by redeeming the debt with 
which his father’s estate had been encumbered, and 
by placing his father and mother in a position beyond 

- the reach of the storms of fortune. This contested 
election came to reduce still further his fortune.
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What was he to do? Europe was at peace. His 
active, restless, and ambitious mind—the mind, be it 
always remembered, of a born ruler of men, and, 
as such, requiring power, the exercise of rule, as its 
daily sustenance—could not vegetate in a country 
village. It is not to be wondered at, it was indeed 
most natural that, under- these circumstances, Clive 
should again eventually seek employment in the 
country where he had won his renown.

In the search for position Clive spent his two first 
years in England. Meanwhile, the circumstances of 
Southern India were undergoing, during the same 
period, a marked change. After various vicissitudes 
Fortune had begun once more to smile on the am­
bitious views of Dupleix. For, although his troops 
had been again and again foiled in their attempt 
to storm Trichin&palli, his influence was supreme in 
the Dakhan, and the important territory known as the 
Northern Sirkars, comprising the districts now known 
as Gan jam, YisMkpatanam, Rajdmahendri, Machhlf- 
patanam, and Guntur, had been ceded to France. It 
may, indeed, be said that towards the close of 1754 
Dupleix had more than regained the position of which 
Clive had deprived him in 1752. For, though Trichi*, 
napalli held out, it was blockaded; the English forces 
were diminished so as to he no longer formidable;
Murari Rao had joined, the rajas of Tanjur and 
Maisiir were ready to join, the French. The situation 
of the English had become, in fact, so strained that

I Governor Saunders had agreed, at a conference 
between the agents of the two Powers, to concede,
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