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K Vi, himself and this fortunate antagonist. By one expedient

X1t alone, was he permitted to hope, thab this important

object could be attained ; by entering into the system of

1803 general alliance, and subsidiary defence. It was agreed,
accordingly, that Major Maleolm should repair to the
camp of Sindiah, to settle the terms of a treaty of this
description. The business was accomplished,and the treaty
signed at Boorhanpore on the 27th of February, 1804
There were two remarkable circumstances. One was, the
price which the Governor-General consented to pay for
the supposed advantage of placing a body of British
troops at the disposal of Sindiah, and pledging the English
government for his defence. The amount of the force
defined by the treaty was 6000 infantry, and the usual
proportion of artillery. These troops were to he main-
tained entirely at the expense of the English governments
with the proceeds of the newly-acquired dominions ; an
that they might not establish an influence in Sindiah’s
government, they were not even to be stationed within
his territory, but at some convenient place near his
frontier within the Company’s dominions. The other re=
markable circumstance was, not the condition by which
the English government made itself responsible for the
defence of the dominions of Sindiah, but that, by whichk
it engaged to make itself the instrunient of his degpotism 3
to become the executioner of overy possible atrocity t0-
wards his own subjects, of which he might think prope®
to be guilty. Tt bound itself, by an express stipulatio®
not to interfere between him and lis subjects, how dread-
ful soever his conduct in regard to his subjects might be:
But the moment his subjects should take measures 0
resist him, whatsoever the enormities against which they
might seek protection, the English government engaget
without seruple and without eondition, to act iramediately
for their suppression and chastisement. Where was now
the doctrine of the Governor-General for the deposition ©
princes whose government was bad? Where was the ré
gard to that disgrace which, as he told the princes whot®
e deposed, redounded to the British name, whenever they
supported a government that was bad 1!

1 This virtuous indignation fs not called for by the stipulations of the tr?ﬂ‘f'
The Brilish government engaged not to give supyort fo Sindiah's relationde




OF ADVANTAGES FROM THE WAR.

condition of only consulting with the Company’s govern-
ment, but by no means of being governed by its decisions ;
-:ind in any war to be carried on by their mutual exertions
it was agreed, without any mention made of the propor-
tion of troops, that in the partition of conquests the
shares should be equal. The stipulation with regard to
renchmen and other Europeans, or Americans, was made
still more agreeable to the taste of the times ; for it was
bromised by Sindiah that he would allow no such person
to remain in his dominions without the consent of the
Company’s government.!
The Governor-General seemed now to have accomplished
the whole of his objects ; and lofty was the conception
which he formed of the benefits attained. The famous
official document, which has been already quoted, “ Notes
relative to the peace concluded between the British go-
Vernment and the confederate Mahratta chieftaing” con-
cludes with “a general recapitulation of the benefits
Which the British government in India has derived from
the success of the war, and from the combined arrange-
ments of the pacification, including the treaties of peace,
of partition, and of defensive alliance and subsidy.” Tt
exhibits them under no less than nineteen several heads :
L The reduction of the power and resources of Sindiah
and the Raja of Berar ; 2. The destruction of the French
Power; 3. The security against its revival ; 4. The an-
Nexation to the British dominions of the territory ocoupied
. Permn; 5. The annexation of other territories in the
oab, and the cornmand of the Jumma; 6. The deliverance
of the Emperor Shah Aulum from the coutrol of the
rench ; 7, The security and influence derived from the

—

dependants, military chiefs, and gervants, with respect to whom. the. Maharaja
i"&a “bsolute, and to assist in reducing and punishing them on his requisition
T they rebollod ar aetod in opposition to his suthority (Article 8). A previous
‘tllftloln. however, provides that the subsidiary force i5 1ot to be employed on
Tifling oconsiong Article 6). A clanse which implies the exercise of the juils-
F'eﬂl Of the British government as to the occasions on which its troops were to
Ao OPloyed ; a discretionary powsr also involved in the presence of the Resi.
fmnyeqil 8 MOL true, therefore, that the treaty binds the British to get
dm'-:“dh{‘;‘,if against the Raju's subjects without scruple, or without con.

n.
1 Preaty of alliance and mutual defence, Tbid, p. 164,
vor, vi ce

ing his connexions with other states, either for BOOK VI.
tace, the Maharaja bound himself to the slight cmar. xin,
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system of alliance with the petty states along th

r-xi. against the Mahrattas; 8. The security and influence

derived from the possession of Gualior, and the subsidiary
force established in Gohud; 9. The means of defence
derived from these same fountains against any other
enemy on the north-western frontier; 10. The advantages
both in security and wealth derived from Cuttack; 11:
The advantages derived from the possession of Baroach,
which left Sindiah no direct communication with the sé%
{or with the transmarine enemies of the British govert-
ment ; 12. The security derived from Baroach against the
intrigues of the French with any native state; 13. The
additional security bestowed upon the British interests 2
Guzerat, by the possession of Baroach, and the abolition
of Sindiah’s claims on the Gaekwar; 14. The revenue &t
commerce derived from Baroach ; 15. The benefits be-
stowed upon the Peshwa and Nizam ; 16. The increas
renown of the British nation, both for power and virtue;
17. The “defensive and eubsidiary! alliance” with Dowlub
Rao Sindiah ; 18. The power of controlling the causes ©
dissension and contest among the Mahratta states ; the
power of keeping them weak ; the power of prevenﬁ]]g
their combination with one another, or with the enemics
of the British state; 19. The security afforded to the
Company and its allies from the turbulence of the Mab-
ratta character and state.?

This is exhibited as an instructive specimen of a good
mode of making up an account.

After this enumeration, the do¢ument breaks oufb into
the following triumphant declaration:—“The geﬂe“‘i
arrangements of the pacification, combined with the frede
ties of partition, with the defensive and subsidiary nﬂiﬂ‘fca
now concluded with Dowlub Rao Sindiah, with the conditio?
of our external relations and with the internal prosper!
of the British empire; have finally placed the Britis
power in India in that commanding position with 7@
to other states, which affords the only possible security fb‘;
the permanent tranquillity and prasperity of these palud
and important possessions.” }

1t is material heve to mark, what is thus soleniB

1 Siibsidiary it conld net well be, when he paid no subsidy.
2 Papers, ubsupra, p. 197, 198, Despatehes, 4, 134,

J
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FMMATE OF ADVANTAGES FROM THE WAR.
deglz -_na of the most eminent of all our Indian BOOK VI.
Tulers that without that artificial system, which he created, cmae. xir.

of subsidiary troops, and dependence, under the name of
alliance, there is no such thing as security for “the British 1803
empire in the East” !

The document goes on to boast, that the troops, thus
bestowed upon the Peshwa, the Nizam, Sindiah, the Gaek-
War, and Rana of Gohud, would exceed 24,000 men; that
all these would be maintained at the expense of those
allies, which was incorrect, as Sindiah paid nothing for the
6000 allotted to him; that this amount of troops would
always be maintained in a state of perfect equipment, and
ight be directed against any of the principal states of
India, without affecting the tranquillity of the Company’s
Possessions, or adding materially to its expenses.

It then declares:—* The position, extent, and equipment
of this military force, combined with the privilege which
the British government possesses of arbitrating differences
9nd dissensions between the several states with which it
1s connected by the obligations of alliance, enable the

ritish power ta control the causes of that internal war
Which, during so long a term of years, has desolaied many
of the most fertile provinces of India; has oceasioned a

“ Constant and hazardous fluctuation of power among the
nat:ye states; has encouraged s predatory spirit among
the inhabitents ; and formed an inexhaustible source for
the supply of military adventurers, prepared to join the

| Bbmflﬂ-rd of any turbulent chieftain for the purpose of
ambition, plunder, or rebellion. No danger ean resul
from the operation of our defensive alliances, of invelving
the British government in war; excepling in cases of
manifest justice and irresistible necessity. The power of
arbitration, reseryed in all cases by the British governinent,
not only secures the Company from the contingency of
War, in the prosecution of the unjust views of any of our
alliss, but affords a considerable advantage in authorizing
and empowering the British government to check, by
Smicable negotiation, the primary and remote sources of
hostilities i every part of India.”?

When extracted from these sounding words, the mean-

3 Contrast with it the opinions of his successor,  Vide Infra,
Papers, ut supra, p. 195,



two advantages: 1. An enlargement of revenue:
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ifg is, that the British government in India had 5|
9, Js
creased security against the recurrence of war, or the
evils of an unsuccessful one.

1. Additional revenue is only useful, when it i3
‘balanced by an equal increase of expense. The Clovernok |
General talks loudly of the additional revenue ; but B0
aword of the additional expense. If we had no mO™
evidence but this, it would be a legitimate inference, thab
the expense was omitted, because it would not have beel:
favourable to his argument to speak of it. We hav®
abundant general evidence that the éxpense of governlﬂg
enlarged territory, in almost all places, though more
especially in India, equals, or more frequently surpassess
all the revenue which it is possible to draw from it.
shall presently see in what degree the facts of the preSB“t' {
case conform to the general rule. If it turns out that t’h" }
expense of governing the new territory is equal b0 1%
revenue, it follows that'the enormous expense of the wals |
generated by the treaty of Bassein, and by the passion ©
the Governor-General for subsidiary alliances, remail
altogether without compensation on the score of money: _ |

2, Let us inquire, if there is more solidity in the ollege® ¢
advantage, in which, single and solitary, the whole com”
pensation for the war remains to be sought, viz, securt
against the evils of wan ;

Now, at first view, it would appear that an obligatio®
to defend a great number of Indian states, an obligat!
of taking part in all their miserable and never-ondit
quarrels, was of all receipts the most effectual, for b
involved almost incessantly in the evils of war. &

This increased exposure to the evils of war was far o8 4
weighed, according to the Governor-General, by the P"_“'e |
of preventing war through the influence of the gubsidisy
troops. s

Unfortunately the question which hence arises adm? I
not of that degree of limitation and precision WA
enables it %o receive a conclusive answer. The proP®
bilities, though sufficiently great, must be wcigh‘-’dv
without any fixed and definite standard. . gyt

One thing, in the-mean time, is abundantly certally s
if the Fast India Company was ablo to keep any

noi’-



OF ADVANTAGES FROM THE WAR. )

0t going to war, this must have been, because it BOOK VL
e master of that state, because that state was cmar. xin
dependent upon the East India Company, and bound in -
all its concerns to obey the Company’s will. But if this  1808.
were the case, and if the native governments were thus
deprived of all independent power, infinitely better would
1t have been to have removed them entirely. Two pro-
digious advantages would thus have been gained ; the
great expense of keeping them would have been saved ;
and the people in the countries under them would have
been delivered from the unspeakable miseries of their
administration ; miseries always increased to excess by
the union of a native with the British, government. But,
to place this question on the broadest basis: the policy
of taking the whole of the Mahratta country immediately
under the British government, would either have been
good, or it would have been bad. If it would have been
good, why was it not followed : when the power was not
Wanting, and when the right of conquest would have
applied with just as much propriety to the part that was
not done, as the part that was? If it would not have
been good policy to take the whole of the Mahratta
country under the British government ; in other words,
to have had the responsibility of defending it with the
whole of its resources ; it was surely much worse policy
to take the responsibility of defending it, with onlys parb
of those resources.

:fiﬂﬂt-her question, however, may be, not whether some-
thing better than the defensive alliances might not have
been done, but whether something might not have heen
done that was worse ; whether, if the government of the
Mahratta pringes was not entirely dissolved, it was not
better to bind: them by defensive alliances, than to leave
them unbound; whether according to the Governor-
Ceneral, the British state was not more exempt from the
d&uger of war, with the alliances, than without them.

"To answer this question, it must be maturely considered,
under what danger of war the British government would
have been placed, without the alliapces. [t is not the
Way to arrive at a just conclusion, to seb ont without
gllgmug that this danger was jusb anything ‘which any

Ody pleasss, It may be pretty confidently affirmied, that




1803.

HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA.

Avith good government within their own terrifori

the known greatness of their power, the English wero
almost wholly exempt from the danger of war; because
in this case, war could reach them through but one me-
dinm, that of invasion ; and from invasion, surely, they
had little to dread.

Allowing then, that the pubsidiary alliances were &

scheme calculated to prevent the danger of war; as

as regards the British government, there was little OF

'nothing of that sort to prevent ; the subsidiary alhances
were a great and complicated apparatus, for which, whent
got up, there was nothing todo; a huge cause prepa
when there was no effect to be produced.

This is decisive in regard to the practical question. In

speculation, another question may still be raised ; name T
_whether, if the British state Liad been exposed to the

danger of wars, the scheme of the subsidiary allianced

was a good instrument for preventing them. In India, 33

in all countries in corresponding circumstances, one thing

saves from aggression, and one thing alone, namely, power i

the prospect which the aggressor has before him, O
suffering by his aggression, rather than of gaining by !
The question, then, is shortly this; did the subsidiary
allinnces make the English stronger, in relation to the
princes of India, than they would have been without those
alliances ?

The subsidiary alliances yielded two things ; they yielded

a portion of territory ; and they yielded a certain position

of a cortain portion of British troops, In regard to the
territory, it may, at any rate, be assumed, as doubtf‘.‘l’_
awhether, in the circumstances of the British state, at the
time of the treaty of Bassein, it could be rendered intrin=
sically stronger by any accession of territory ; SInee, _by

Act of Parliament, the question stands decided the oppos!

1 The Governor-General, indced, takes it as one of his benefits, that the
native states would be restrained from war among tiemselves. But ne does
not fnform us to whom the benefit would accrae, 1If the Engiish were sgcur®
from aagression, the wars of the native princes were of no importance {0 them-
If humanity is pretended, and the deliverance of the people from the b
of war, it i to be replied with dreadful cevtuinty, that under the nrromﬁﬁnh
& native government supported by British power, the horrors of peace wert 408
fmprovement upon the horrors of war. The snfferings of the pecple B
thie Nubobs of the Carnatic and Oude were described by the ling]i:zl z?:“’

yermment itself, perhaps with some exaggeration. as nnmatehed in any
of India. .
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‘s7fiarch more, then, is it doubtful, whether it could BOOK VI.
!JB rendered stronger by an accession of territory, which cmar, x
imported the obligation and expense not merely of defend-
ing itself, but of defending the whole kingdom to which ~ 1808.
1t was annexed. It will not, then, be assumed, that the
Inere territory gotten by the English was the circumstance
looked to for preventing the evils of war. If it was
that, the territory might have been taken without the
alliances,

The only remaining cireumstance is, the position of the
troops. Tor, as to the other conditions, about not holding
intercourse with other states excopt in conjunction with
the English, these were merely verbal ; and would be re-
garded by the Indian governments, just as long, as they
would have been regarded without the slliance; namely,
as long as the English could punish them, whenever they
should do what the English would dislike.

Now, surely, it is not a proposition which it will be easy
o maintain, that a country is stronger with regard to its
neighbours, if it has its army dispersed in several coun-
tries ; & considerable body of it in one country, and a
considerable body in another, than if it has the whole
concentrated within itself; and skilfully placed in the
Situation best calculated to overawe any neighbour from
Wh"m, danger may be apprehended. There are many
Combinations of circumstances in which this would be a
Source of weakness much more than strength.

If it is said, that the position of the English subsidiary
troops, with a native prince, imported the annihilation, or
a great reduction, of his own force; this, in the circum-
stances of India, cannot be regarded asa matter of almost
any importance. In a country swarming with military
adventurers, and which fights with undisciplined treops,
an army can always be got together with great rapidity, as
B0on 8s a leader can hold out a roasonable prospect that
Something will be gained by joining his standards. The
whole history of India is a proof, that a men who is with.
out an army to-day, may, if he has the due advantages,
Yo-morrow (if we ﬁmy use an eastern hyperbole) be sur-
rounded by g great one. Of this we have had a great and
Very recent example, in the army with which Holkar, a
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¥1/mere adventurer, was enabled to meet, and to o

“xft. Sindiah, the most powerful native prince in India.

It was, in a short time, as we shall see, found by the
British government itself, that it could regard the presence
of subsidiary troops as a very weak bridle in the moutlt
of a native prince, when he began to forget his own weak-
ness. The weakness, in fact, was the bridle. If he 1€
mained weak, that was enough, without the subsidiary
troops. If he grew strong, the subsidiary troops, it W83
seen, would not long restrain him,

I cannot aim at the production of all those cirent”
stances, on both sides of this question, which would
necessary to be produced,and to be weighed, to demonstrate
accurately the probabilities of good or of evil, attache
to such a scheme of policy, as that of the subsidiary alli-
ances of Governor-General Wellesley. I have endeavour®
to conduct the reader into the paths of inquiry ; and leave
the question undecided. :

In summing up the account of the treaty of Basselfh
we can only, therefore, approach to a determinate conelu-
sion, On the one side, there is the certain and the €O
mous evil, of the expenditure of the Mahratta war. Whe=
ther the subsidiary alliances, which were looked to for
compensation, were calculated to yield any compensatiors
and did not rather add to the evils, is seen to be ab the
least exceedingly doubtful. The policy of the treaby @
Bassein cannot, therefore, be misunderstood.!

1 That many of the consequences of the Malratta war, ennmerated by ‘IIL:I‘:.E

Wellesley were real and permanent political advantages to the Britisit
nion in India cannot be questioned. The power of the principal 5!“_‘“”m‘
chiefs was reduced, and their military reputation destroyed; in the like an
portion the power of the Bntish government was angmented, and iis rt‘ﬂmm
enhanced ; and un immense stride was effected towards that exalted pos at
in which It now stands a8 the paramount sovereign of Hindustan, That tail:
Britai reaps snb fal t from its lancy will be scarcely dispty
That India derives benefit from it fs also undentable, although it may B0

of thut valoe which the English, who are the greatest gainers, are Inr-? 'tinns
presenting i, That the Governur-General was mistaken in his antie I.:jnenﬂ ¥
of at once preserving perpetual tranguillity, subsequent events suffh piisid
proved ; and it wonld be an hmpeachment of his Numanity and justce "1’.‘5
pose that he could have foreseen the disastrons resnits which his tl‘t‘nfl
defensive alliance inflicted on those princes who were tempted or cOmpes 10
becoine his ailies. He did not make o suficient allowance fur the reiuctad i
with which it is natural for man in every station of life to part with indﬁlifg
dence, and especially for princes to relinguish the suthority they have rece
from their predecessors The nature of the subsidiary connexiol EI_I!I
upon the subsilized prinee a state of suljection to which he could scarce hya b
expeeied cheerfully o submit; aud the vain attémpts made by him fo !hi]i"
off his fetters, eithor riveted them more fivmiy, or terminated in his il




OF THE POLICY OF THE TREATY.

e 1 Sower of ruling his own sabjects with benignity, wisdom, and jus-
tice. There is 1o reason wf]:y he shul:mjhe a sensualistor an oppressor becanse
E:;sas 10t an army at his command. Such, liowever, is human nature in the
i % — possibly also in other quarters of the world — that when responsibility

8 withdrawn, and impunity secured, the motives to mseful activity are weak-
fl'l"ed or destroyed, aud the objects of interest are exclusively concentred in in-
vidual fndulgence, Thereisno doubt that Lord Wellesley's views in the
:!':ﬂlﬂun of subsidlary altiances, as far as they regarded the princes of India,
U whom they were formed, have In every instance been digappointed ; and
thaar as the people are concerned, often impertectly realized; but it 15 nob
i less trae that the grand aim of his policy has been attained,and that by the
ommand or influence which British India now exercises over all the other
fiistes internal war has been put an end to thronghont the whole of that con-
ent.  There may be an occasional disturbance, but it can neither be exten-
_r;e nor long continued ; it cannot deserse the imputation of a state of warfare.
i At under any circumstances, intestine hostilities are to be prevented, if pos=
Eible, gur anthor wonld have been the first to ndmit; as he is no admirer of
Dilitary renown: but when it is 1 in what and by what
Dersons, with what an ntter disregard of those restraints by which the horrors
Of war amongst clvilized nations are in some degree checked, hostilities in
India were carcied on, there will remain do doubt that India has gained, upon
tha whole, fmportant advantages from the scheme of universal pacifieation
Which it was Lord Wellesley's policy to establish, and which has now been
effected,  That it was not sooner accomplished, was in part owing to the
Qifferent views of his successors and in part to a circumstance polizicians do
:“‘hﬂ“ﬁuya suffelently regard — matters were not sufliciently ripe for 8o great
Change. ;
It is worthy of remark that at a subsequent period the author changed his
Opinions materially in regard to the necessity of the war with the Mahrattas,
5 well as that with Tippoo. The purport of his reasoning in the text is, that
Hat might have been avoided, that there was no real danger {0 e appre-
ended fram Tippoo, and that our interference in the domestic concerns of ‘lhe
Muhmm., out of whicl the war arose, was entirely unnecessary and nnadvisa-
5!!?!:'3 Inliis examination before the Committee of the House of Commous in
ofine he sy, “all onr wars cannot perhaps be with propriety considered wars
ﬁhta‘imw' but most of those by which the territories we possess have been
w“m““ld-m}ﬂ out of which our subsidiary allignces have grown, have been
i 1 think, of necessity, and not of choice. For example, tho wars with
1-'01':21‘.:“ and the Mahrattas.” Evidence Political, . p, 10, This is very irre-
fanes cabie with the notigus of the text, and although more consonaut to the
a.-em'-,ﬁ" Tequires perhaps some modifieation. The immediate necossity of the
.hmw“ with Tippoo s very guestionable; and it may be doubted if the
B iy E“ WAT might not have been delayed. In both cases, hawever, it must
congepiied that colliston sooner v later was unavaiduble 3 and it vas ot i
o wonnt with a prudent policy to have brought o its oteurrence s sooi s
ore prepared for the E W

CHAPTER XIIL

¥ caessity inferved of “curbing Holkar.— Intercourse between
Holkar and Sindiah renewed.— Governor-General re-
lves to dalke the Holkar Dominions, but to give them
ay to the Peshwa, Sindiah, and_ the Nicam.— Holkar
Tetreats bofore the Commander-in-Chief, towards the South,
S Commander-in-Chief withdraws the Army inio

cﬂm‘m”w’“& leaving Colonel Monson with ¢ Detachment

rip“that the conditions of a subsidiary alliance leave to a native BOO

CHAP. XIIL
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" in advance.— Holkar turns wupon Monson.— Monson

malkes a disastrous Retreat to Agra.— The British Army
Jrom Guzerat subdues Holkar's Dominions in Malwa.—
Holkar by a Stratagem attacks Delhi.— Brave Defence of
Delhi.— The Hollar Dominions in the Deccan subdued.
— Defeat of Holkar's Infaniry at Deeg.— Rout of }is
Cavalry at Furruckabad.— The Roja of Bhurtpore, one
of the allied Clieftains, joins with Hollkar.— Unsuceess-

1 Jul Aitack wpon the Fortress of Bhurtpore.— Accom-

modation with the Raja of Bhurtpore.— Dispules with
Sindiuk.— Prospect of a War with Sindiak.— Hollar
Joins the Camp of Sindiah.— The British Resident or-
dered by the Commander-in-Chief to quit the Camp of
Sindiak.— Sindiah endeavours to prevent the Departure
of the Resident.— Marquis Wellesley succeeded by Mar-
quis Cornwallis.— Cornwallis’ View of the State of
Government.— Of Wellesley's System of subsidiary and
defensive Alliance.— Cornwallis resolves o avoid a War
with Sindiak, by yielding every Point in Dispute. — To
make Peace with Holkar by restoring all the Territories
he had lost.— 7o dissolve the Oonnexion of the British
Government with the minor Princes on the Mahratia
Frontier.— Negotiations between Sindiak and the Com~
mander-in-Chief.— Death of Lord Cornmallis.— Sir (.
Barlow adheres to the Plans of Lord Cornwallis,— Hol-
kar advances into the Country of the Seiks.— Pursued by
Lord Lake.~ A fresh Treaty concluded by Sindiah,—
Preaty with Holkar. — Financial Results.

N HEN the English were freed from the burden and the
dangers of the war with Sindinh and the Raja of
Berar, they began to think of placing a curb on the power
of Jeswunt Rao Holkar. Though Holkar had engaged,
and upon very advautageous terms, to join with the other
chieftains, he had abstained from co-operation in the war
against the English ; and though he had committed some
ravages on & part of the Nizam’s territory, toward the
beginning of the war; the Governor-General had not held
it expodient to treat this offence as a reason for hostili-
ties: Holkar, on the other hand, had been uniformly as-
sured that the English were desirous of preserving with
him the relations of peace.



he month of December, 1803, Holkar, having BOOK VI
Iarched towards the territory of the Raja of Jyenaguy, cmar.xum,
took up a position which threatened the security of this
ally of the British state. At the same time, he addressed 1804

. letters to the British Commander-in-Chief, containing as-

. Surances of his disposition to cultivate the friendship of

 the British government. But a letter of his to the Raja
of Macherry, suggesting to him inducements to withdraw

l from the British alliance, was communicated by that Raja

|

|

to the Commander-in-Chief ; further correspondence of a
hostile nature was discovered ; and intelligence was ro-
ceived of his having murdered three British subjects in

is service, on a false charge that one of them had corre-
Sponded with the Commander-in-Chief. If appeared im-
Prudent to remove the army of the Commander-in-Chief
from the field, till security was obtained against the pro-
Jects of Holkar.

The determination which hitherto had guided the con-
duct of the Governor-General, that he would abstain from
the dispute in the Holkar family respecting the successor
of Tuckojee, still operated in his mind. And he autho-
rized the Commander-in-Chief to conclude an arrange-
ment with Jeswunt Rao, engaging, on the part of the
British government, to leave him in the unmolested ex-
ercise of his authority, provided he would engage to abstain
from all aggression upon the British or their allies.

The Commander-in-Chief addressed a letter to Holkar,
dated the 20th of January, 1804, in conformity with the
Instruetions which he had received ; inviting him to send
vakeols to the British camp for the purpose of effecting
the amicable agreement which both parties professed to

Ave in view ; but requiring him, as a proof of his friendly
intentions, to withdraw his army from its menacing posi-
tion, and abstain from exactions upon the British allies.
At the same time the British army advanced to Hindoun,
& position which at once commanded the principal roads
Into the Company's territory, and afforded an easy move-
Inent in any direction which the forces of Holkar might

found to pursue. On the 27th of February, an answer
from that chieftain arrived. It repeated the assurance of
hig dasire to cultivate the friendship of the British govern-
Went, and expressed his intention to withdraw from his
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{,/present position, and send a vakeel to the Britis |
ir. In the mean time, however, letters were intercepted, ad-
dressed by Holkar to subjects and allies of the British
1804.  government, exciting them to revolt, and stating his de-

sign of sending troops to ravage the British territories.
The Commander-in-Chief made an amicable reply to his
letter ; but warned him, at the same time, against the
practices in which he had begun to indulge, And on the
16th of March two vakeels from Holkar arrived in the
British camp.

They were commissioned to demand ; 1. leave to collech
the chout according to the custom of his ancestors; 2.
certain possessions formerly enjoyed by his family, namely,
Ftawah, twelve pergunnahs in the Doab, one in Bundel-
cund, and the country of Hurriana; 3.the guarantee of
the country which he then possessed; 4. a treaty similar
in terms to that which had been concluded with Sindiah.
These demands were treated as altogether extravagant;
and the vakeels, after receiving a remonstrance on the
continuance of their master in his present threatening
position, departed from the camp, bearing to him another
letter from the Commander-in Chief. In this, Holkar was
invited to send again a confidential agent, with powers to
conclude an arrangement on terms in which the British
government would be able to concur. In the mean time,
he hud addvessed a letter to General Wellesley; contain-
ing a demand of certain territories, which he said be-
Ionged to his family in the Deccan i and intimating that,
notwithstanding the greatness of the British power, &
war with him would not be without its evils ; for “although
unable to oppose their artillery in the field, countries of
many coss should be overrun, and plundered, and burnt ;
that they should not have leisure to breathe for a moment,
and that calamities would fall on lacs of human beings in
continued war by the attacks of his army, which over-
whelms like the waves of the sea.” An answer, however,
to the letter of the Commander-in-Chief was received in
the British camp on the 4th of April; still evading either
acceptance or rejection of the simple proposition of the
British Commander, and urging his pretensions to some-
thing like the terms he himself had proposed. That
letter drow another from the Commander-in-Chief, ap-




PROPOSALS FROM HOLKAR.

7.«tHe forbearance of the British government, and B 5
aring Holkar that he would best consult his own in- cmap. xuiz,

terest by complying with its demands.!

« Holkar, though fully aware of the hatred towards him 1804

in the bosom of Sindiah, was not deterred from the en-

deayour of opening a negotiation, or at any rate of giving

himself the benefit of an apparent intrigue, with that

chieftain. A vakeel of his arrived in the camp of Sindiah,

on the 5th of February, 1804. The account, which Sin-

diah and his ministers thought proper to render of this

event to the British Resident in his camp, was liable to

suspicion, on the one hand from the extreme duplicity of

Mahratta conncils, on the other from the extraordinary

desire which appeared on the part of Sindiah to produce

a war between that rival and the British government.

They said, that the vakeel had endeavoured to prevail

upon Sindiah to accommodate his dispute with Holkar,

and form s union for the reduction of the British power,

the continual augmentation of which could be attended

with nothing less than, final destruction of the Mahratta

State; but that the answer of Sindiah was a positive re-

fusal, on the professed grounds, of the treachery with

which Holkar had violated his pledge to the late con-

foderacy, the impossibility of confiding in any engagement

into which he might enter, and the resolution of Sindiak

to adhere to his connexion with the British state. Not-

Wwithstanding this supposed reply, a vakeel from Sindish

Proceeded to the camp of Holkar, on the alleged motive

that, unable as he was to resist the arms of that chieftain,

it was desirable both to effect an accommodation with

him, and to sound his inclinations. According to the re-

Presentation made to the British Resident, the vakeel was

authorized to propose a continuance of T.I}e r_(alationa of

amity and peace, but to threaten hostilities if depreda-

tions were committed on any part of the territory either

of Sindigh or his dependants.?

! Letter from tho Gorernor-General in counell to the Secret Commitiee;
dateq 15‘:; J:ng' 1804, Papers, ut su%_u, printed in 1806, Notes 95, p. 63
Otes, ut suprs, No, 25, p. 205, —3. Wellesiey Despatches, fv. 48.—W.
Leétter from Major Maleoln ; Papers, nt supra, Nu. 23, p. 298 Goveruor-
neral’s Despatel, ibid. p, 270.— M. I
Tili:!;mr:‘:ﬁ?rsu i thuup explained by Grant. FHolkar liad always intended
t0 engage in hostilities with the British, but had kept aloof in uncertauny of
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Sindiah’s vakeel arrived in Holkar's camyp on the 3rd o

. March. Previous to this time, Holkar had moved, with

the main body of his troops, into Ajmere, a country be-
longing to Sindiah. His pretence was devotion ; but he
levied contributions on the people, and made an attempt,
though unsuccessful, to obtain possession of the fort,
Notwithstanding a declaration to the British Commuander-
in-Chief, that he intended to proceed homewards from

jmere, a portion of his army still remained on the fron-
tier of the Raja of Jypore, and no longer abstained from
depredations on his country., The ministers of Sindiah
made report to the British Resident, respecting the vakeel
who had been sent to the camp of Holkar, that he had
been received with distinguished ceremony and respect ;
that he was invited to a private conference ; that Holkar,
on this occasion, openly confessed his design of making
a predatory war upon the British possessions ; that, when
the vakeel expostulated with him on his proceedings in
Ajmere, he apologized, by stating his intention to leave
his family with the Raja of Jodepore when he commenced
his operations against the English ; the refusal of that
Raja to join with him, till he put him in possession of the
province and fort of Ajmere: and thence his hope, that
Sindiah would exeuse an irregulavity, which mot inclina-
tion, but necessity, in the prosecution of a war involving
the independence of them both, had induced him to commit.
Of this report, so much alone was fit for belief, as had con-
firmation from other sources of evidence.

The only matters of fact, which seem to have been
distinctly ascertained, were, first, certain trifling depreda-
tions at Jypore, less material than those at Aurungabad
which had been formerly excused, on the score of a ne-

the resuit of the war, antlcipating that Sindiah would i diately turn his
arms against him if he f'l‘iﬂlnphcﬁ over the British, or that if he was defeated,
he, Hollear, might come to Sindish’s aid with additional credit and infiuence.
As soem s hostilities had terminated, he sent a vakeel to Sindiah, recomnmend-
fng him to break the treaty and renew the war, but that clieftain was, or pre=
tended to be so exaspersted ngainst Holkar, that ho immediately conimuni-
eatéd the fact to the British authority. Some of his ministers, especinlly his
futher-in-law, Sherzee Rao Ghatgay had more confidence in Molkar, aud
adyisad Sindial, notwith Ing the ication to tho British Resident
ta despatch a Vakeel fo Holkar's camp, for the purpose, as they gave oufy
of itseertaining s designs, but in reality to leave ojien the door of réconcilin=
tign, in omse the praject of Holkar, in whose wisdom and fortune all the Mah-
Tilllus began to have great confidence, should prove worthy of regard .  Mahr,
Hist., hid, 270.—W,




in forming a treaty, than the British government were
Willing to grant ; and thirdly, the existence and character
of him and his army, to whom predatory warfare was g
Matter, it was supposed, both of choice and necessity, as
the plunder of the Company's territory was the only
Source of subsistence, On these facts and suppositions,
With a strong disposition to believe reports, and to mag-
nify grounds of suspicion, the Governor-General, on the
16th of April, issued orders to the Commander-in-Chief,
and Major-General W'ellesley, to commence hostile opera-
tions against Holkar, both in the north and in the south.!

In his despatch to the Secret Committee of the Court
of Divectors, dated 15th of June, 1804, the Governor-
General says: “Jeswunt Rao Holkar being justly con-
Sidered as an adventurer, and as the usurper of the rights
of his brother Cashee Rao Holkar— consistently with

! Governor-General's Letter, No, 23, ut supra, p. 271 : Notes, No. 25, nt
Bapra, p. 208.—M,
Holkur's demands and menaces were something more than grounds for sus-
f"-‘lan, tnt & new light lias been thrown upon this subiject by recent and suthen-
ic informati Regulating its pr dings by the rules of European policy,
the Indian government imagined that a siate of warfure was necessarily to be
Pmcedcd Uy a specific declaration  Mahratta policy required no such forma-
'ty, and mnst have thought the Governor-General's tardiness the result of
€lther infirmity of purpose or ecnscious weakness, It is clear that Holkar
‘ingidered himgelt to be at war with the English. Inthe Wographical memoirs
Of Holkur's confederate, Amper Khun, writlen from his own dictation, and of
Which 4 translation by Mr. Prinsep has heen published in Caloutta, he inti-
Mates o sort of suspicion that peace subsisted hetween Hollar and the Eng-
Y from the of'l it i Siudiah, with whom he was
in aliiance, and therefore o party in the contest.  Ameer Elan relates that as
Boon as Sindiah and the Raja of Berar heard that the Peshwa had come to
Tois with the English, they sent a confidential messenger to Holkar to say,
that us Bajee Rao had called in the English, and brought thelr army into the
field, nnd Hindoostan could no longer be deomed the safe possossion of thelr
Nution; all private quarrels should be buried in oblivion, and every true Mah-
Tty uniting in heary and band, and jn word and deed, onght o endeavour to
drive the English out of the country : that they who wers the chiofs of the
Ditlon should agree, therefore, mutually to yssist one another at present, and
o settle thelr private disputes and animosities as migiit be agreed upon aftér-
Mards, Holkar consuited Ameor Khan ou the subject, Uy whose advice cer-
tain vanditions wera proposed to the allied chiefs, to which they acceded, and
i colsequence Ameer Xhan, witha select body of Holkar's froops, was on his
Mareh to. Joiu the confederates when the nowsaf the battle of Assye arrested
his progress, and he returned to Holkar.  This demmistration, of which there
fan be no doubt, ae it is related by Ameer Khan himssif, does nat seem to have
0 Known to the English anthorities.  Again, after the battle of Laswareg,
Whilst vet Holkar was Jooked upom as uneutral, he wrote to Ameer Khan with
Many adjurations that he had made up his mind to enter the fleld against
General Lake, and be therefore commanded the Ameer to join him s soon na
Possible,  Mamoirs of Molinmmed Ameer Khan, translated from the Perslan
by H. T, Prinsep, Esq., Caleutta, 1832,

OF THE GOVERNOR TO MAEKE WAR. (S‘ ISQ?

ted by troops whom he was unable to main- BOOK VI.
tain ; secondly, a disposition to haggle for better terms, CHAR Xm1

1804.
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the principles of justice, no arrangement coul -

fiL. posed between the British government and Jeswunt Rao

Holkar, inﬁmtvin ‘the formal sanction of the British
government’ to fhat chieftain’s usurpation, and #t.o the
exclusion of Cashee Rao Holkar from /Ais kereditary do-
minions.”t Yet these very dominions, thus declared to
belong t6 Cashee Rao, the Governor-Gleneral had already
resolved, without a shadow of complaiut against Cashee

0, to take, and give away to other persons. In his in-
structions to the British Resident in the Camp of Sindiah,
dated the 16th of April, 1804, he says; “His Excellpncy
thinks it may be useful to youto l}g a,ppr'ﬁ:ad;'_}l_gat it is
not his intention, in the event of the reduction of Hol-
kar’s power, to take any share of the possessions of the
Holkar family for the Company. Chandore, and its de-
pendencies and vieinity, will probably be given to the
Peshwa ; and the other possessions of Holkar, situated to
the south of the Godavery, to the Subahdar of the Dec-
can: all the remainder of the possessions of Holkar will
accrue to Sindial, provided he shall exert himself in the
reduction of Jeswunt Rao Holkar.” In lieu of “his he-

- reditary dominions,” which it was not pretended that he

had done anything to forfeit to the British government,
“it will be necessary,” says the Governor-General in &
subsequent paragraph, “to make some provision for Cashee
Rao, and for such of the legitimate branches of the
family as may not be concerned in the violation of the
public peace, or in the crimes of Jeswunt Rao Holkar.”*
The motive which led the Governor-General to decline
a portion of the territory of Holkar for the Company,
immediately after having taken for it so great a portion
from Sindiah ; and to add so largely to the dominions of
Sindiah, immediately after having so greatly redu
them, is somewhat mysterious, if viewed through the
single medium of national good ; but is sufficiently intel-
ligible, if we either suppose, that he already condemned
the policy of his former measures, and thought an oppo-
site conduct very likely to pass without observation ; or
that, still approving the former policy, he yet regarded
escape from the imputation of making war from the love

! No. 23, p. 264.
# Lolters, ut snpra, Ibid. p. 303, 304 —M, Despatches, 4, 99, 869.—W.
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t,/a8 o greater good, in the present instance, BO 5
theé territory declined.! CHAP, X111,
Sindiah, we are told, was highly delighted, as well he
Might be, with the announcement of the intention of the 1804
Governor-General, both to commence hostilities, upon
Holkar, and to make such a division of the territory of
the family. He promised to promote the war with his
Utmost exertions.
When Major-General Wellesley received instructions to
zin hostilities, the Deccan was labouring under a scarcity
~ Approgehing to famine. The principal possessions held
for the benefit of Holkar in that quarter of India were—
the fort and territory of Chaundore, about 130 miles north
of Poonah ; the fort and territory of Dhoorb, about twenty
Miles west by north from Chandore, on the same range of
s ; (alng, a hill-fort thirty-five miles north-north east
of Chandore, and eighty-five miles from Aurungabad ;
8ome territory in Candeish ; and a few districts intermixed
With those of the Nizam. With the capture of the for-
frescos of Chandore and (lalna, these territories would be
Wholly subdued. But to conduct the operations of an
army, in a country totally destitute of forage and provi-
Sions, appeared to General Wellesley so hazardous, that he
Yepresented it as almost impossible for him to advance
Agninst Chandore till the commencement of the rains.
N the mean time, he augmented the force in Guzerat by
hoe battalions of native infantry, and instructed Colonel
Murmy, the commanding officer, to march towards the
territories of Holkar i Malwa, and, either by meeting and
ENgaging his army, or acting against his country, to ac-
Selerate, as much as possible, his destruction.®
. During the negotiation with Holker, the Commander
I:Chief had advanced slowly toward the terrifory of the
j of Jypore. A detachment of considerable strength,
Undoy the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Ba‘ll, had oc
“Upied a position near Canore, about ninety miles south-

it - & defansive war, ot ane engaged in for purposes of conduest,
ang ll:mtiﬂﬁ;it‘:nn o g:l::nm the territory amongst the dependent chicfs
ah, * Gemonstration of disinterestedness which conld not fuil to have a favour-
1]

b} I8 effiact o native opinion. In giving ap the territory also, Hitle els: was

Ble than restoring to each hisown.—W.

* The :locnmenli relative to the correspondence and pegotintions with Hol-

u’:'- Provious to the commencement of hostilities, were printed by an order of
® Honse of Commons, under date, 11th of Feurary, 1805,

VoL, Vi. DD



woxnr frontier. To protect and encourage the Raja of Jypore;)

whose territory Holkar, now returned from Ajmere, hegau_.'i
to ravage, occupying a position which even threatened his
capital, General Lake sent forward a detachment of three
battalions of native infantry, under the command of the
Honourable Lieutenant-Colonel Monson, on the 18th of
April. 'This detachment arrived in the vicinity of Jypore
pn the 21st. On the morning of the 23rd, Holkar de-
camped from his position, and began his march to the
southward with great precipitation. Some parties of |
Hindustanee horse, under European officers, which the
General had detached for the purpose of observing the
motions of Holkar, and harassing his march, followed him |
in his retreat. A halt of two days, on the part of Holkar;
induced the British commander, suspecting a feint, to ad-
vance with the army ; while Monson, with his detachment; |
was directed to precede the main body, as rapidly as pos- !
sible, On the approach of the British forces, Holkar
resumed his retreat, which he continued with greab
precipitation, till he arrived in the vicinity of Kotah-
Here he had so far preceded the British troops, that he
could halt withont fear of an immediate attack. The
Hindustanee horse, who had hung upon his rear, described
his army as being in the greatest distress, the cou utry res
maining nearly desolate from its formerravages. A letter
without date was received by the Commander-in-Chiefs
from Holkar, on the 8th of May, offering to send, according
to his desire, a person duly authorized #to settle every.
thing amicably.” The Commander-in-Chief replieds
“When I wrote you, formerly, that vakeels might be sent
to confirm e friendship, conditions were specified, which
you have not any way fulfilled ; but have acted directly
contrary to them, This has forced the British govern-
ment to concert, with its allies, the necessary measures fof
subverting a power, equally inimical to all. This ha#
been resolved upon. You will perceive that I cannot noW
enter into any bonds of amity with you, without consult”
ing the allies of the British government” The fort
Rampeora, which the British army were now approaching,
was the grand protection of the northern possessions
Holkar. For the attack of this place, a detachment we#




9

er the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Don. BOOK VI.

Haying encamped before the place, this officer adopted the cuar. xur

Plan of entering the fort by blowing open the gates. He
advanced to the assault, a little before day-break, on the
morning of the 16th of May; and as a well-concerted
Plan was well executed, all resistance was speedily over-
come, and the place was taken with inconsiderable loss.
The distance which Holkar had gained by his rapid
flight, the improbability of forcing him to action, or of
his returning to the upper provinces, presented to the
Mind of the Commander-in-Chief the inexpediency of
Petaining the advanced position, which he now occupied,
With the main body of his army. Only the British troops
In Guzerat, in concert with those of Sindiah, appeared
Sapable, during the present season, of acting with advan-
tage upon the territories of Holkar. He accordingly with-
drew the army into cantonments within the British
dominions, leaving Colonel Monson with injunctions to
make such a disposition of his force as would preclude,
;u that direction, any sort of danger from Holkar's re-
urn.t
On the 21st of May, & body of predatory horse, esti-
Mated at five thousand, made an incursion into the pro-
Vince of Bundeleund, whers seven companies of sepoys, a
troop of native cavalry, and the park of artillery, detached,
nder the command of Captain Smith, from the main body
of the troops in that province, were employed in the
Toduction of a fort, about five miles distant from Kooch.
F)u the morning of the 22nd, this body of horse succeeded
In cutting off a part of the British detachment which was
Dosted in the pettah of the fort, and compelled the whole
to retreat, with the loss of two howitzers, two twelve-
Pounders, one six-poundey, and all the tumbrils belonging
%o the park. The sume party made an ettempt afterwards
Upon the town of Clalpee, and aimed at crossing the
“11111&, but were i‘BpUlSell with loss ; and hﬂYl]’.lg after-
Wards sustained a defeat near Kooch, evacuated the pro-
Vinge, The refractory Bundela chiefs still afford consider-
able employment to the British army.*

&n‘ See the Desparch of the Governor-General, ut supra, in Papers;” No, 235
i‘g'fnte:, nt supra, No. 25, 0. 3E
Calontta Gazettos, Papers, ut suprs, No. 25, . 389.—al, £
The party surprised ot Malayn, near Kooneh, ¢ of two comy of

1804,
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After the departure of General Lake, Monson, now

ouar. x1r, Brigadier-General, continued to make some movements in

1804,

advance,and on the first of July, in the height of the
rains, was encamped ab Soonara; within twenty coss of
the camp of Holkar, containing the whole of his cavalry,
brigades, and guns. On the evening of that day, a party
marched from the British detachment, towards the fort of
Hinglais-Ghur, and halted within a mile of the fort, ab
half-pust ten on the following morning. The troops,
having rested three hours, arrived at the destined points
of attack, at half an hour after two. As soon as they were

discovered, a heavy cannonade began from the fort ; bub

it was completely silenced, by the great expertness of the
British artillery, in the space of an hour; when the men
escaladed the walls, and took possession, without difficulty.
It was a fortress of great natural strength, and the gal-
Jantry and skill with which it was attacked, form one of
the brilliant incidents of the war. The Commander-in-Chief
set @ high value on this acquisition ; which, he thought,
would secure the supplies of Monson, if he advanced to
the support of the army from Guzerat, and afford protec-
tion fo the people of the surrounding districts, who ap-
peared to be well inclined to the British cause. !

On the Tth of July, Monson received intelligence, that
Holkar, who, since his retreat before the Commander-in-
Chief, had occupied a position in Malwa, having the
Chumbul river between himself and the British detach-
ment, had crossed that river with the whole of his army
and guns. The force under Monson consisted of five bat-
talions of sepoys, with artillery in proportion ; and two
bodies of irregular horse, about three thousand strong, the
one British, under Lieutenant Lucan, the other a detach-

Sepoys, and one of European artilléry, with four European officers. It was
entirely cut to pieces by the enemy. According to Ameer Kban's account of
this and the ensuing operations which wore executed by his troops, Knlpee was
plundered, after the defeut of a small detachment, and coplare of the vifleer
commanding it, who, however, was Hberated without ransom., On his retreab
from the Jinna, in consequence of not fnding a ford, the Ameer fell in with
anather party under Captain Jones, was successfuily resisted, and obiiged 0
rotreat, and his whole pariy was sucesssfully troken, and dispersed fn &n affair
with Colonel Shepherd, mear Eonnch, on the 24th June, 1804, Memoirs
:I" TAmu:.-.\r Khan, 207. Thorn, War iu India, 344, Welleslyy Desputclies,

) Td AW,

¥ Despatehies from the Commander-in-Chiel, and General Monson ; Papers
bt supre, No. 26, p. 938,



AT OF GENERAL MONSON. I§J

by Sindiah, commanded by a leader named BOOK VI.
| ‘Bappoojee Sindiah. Monson was now advanced about fifty cmap xmi,
' miles beyond the Mokundra pass, where he had expected

to procure supplies, and to communicate with Colonel - 1804.
. Murray, who was advancing from Guzerat towards Ougein,
. e made his first movement towards the spot where

Holkar crossed the river, in the hope of being able to

atfack him with advantage, before his troops recovered

from the confusion which the passage of the river would

be sure to produce. Afterwards, however, reflecting that

he had only two days' grain in his camp, that part of his

corps was detached to bring up grain, that one battalion
“of it was on the march to join him from Hinglais-Ghur,

and that the enemy’s cavalry was very numerous ; expect-

ing, also, to be joined by an escort, with treasure for the

use of his detachment ; and having received accounts from

Colonel Murray of his intention to fall back on the Myhie

Yiver, he determined to retive to the Mokundra pass.! The

Whole of the baggage and stores was sent off to Soonarah,

at four in the morning of the 8th. Monson remained on

the ground of encampment till half-past nine, with his

dotachment formed in order of battle. No enemsy having

appeared, he now commenced his march; leaving the
irregular cavalry, with orders to follow in half an hour,

and afford the earliest information of the enemy's mo-

tions, The detachment had marched six coss, when intel-
~ ligence was received that the irregular cavalry, thus
. Yemaining behind, had been attacked and defeated by
- Holkar's horse; and that Licutenant Lucan, and several

Other officers, were prisoners:? The detachment continued
its march, and, next day about noon, reached, unmolested,
 the Mokundra pass. On the morning of the 10th, a large
body of the enemy’s cavalry appeared, and continually
ineregsed in numbers till noon the following day ; when
Holkar summoned the detachment to surrender their
arms, A refusal being returned, he divided his force into
thres bodies, and made a vigorous attack on the front and

! Monson's determination to retreat is afirmed by Ameer Khan to have been
dopted by the treachercus advice of Bapoojee Sindlah, who was In secret un-
dersianding with Jeswont lteo. Memolrs, 215—W. £5

? Lucan was daeserted by most of the horse he was W
Wi taken prisoner, and died at Kotah. Bapoojee, with his cavalvy, fled
‘ﬁmn Holkar's first appearance, and afterwards jolned him, Memoirs, 213,

L ll
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¥/ flanks of the British corps. The position and s

e, of the troops enabled them to sustain reiterated onsets

persevered in till night, when Holkar drew off to a dis:
tance of two coss; and being joined by his infantry and
guns, was expected to renew his attacks on the following
morning. Monson, not regarding his position as tenable,
and fearing lest the enemy should get in his rear, adopted
the resolution of retiring to Kotah. Arrived at this places
on the morning of the 12th, after two marches, rendered
excessive barassing by the rain, which fell in torrents, and
the enemy who pursued them, the Raja refused to admi

them, and professed his inability to furnish any supplies: |

|
|

As the troops were suffering by want of provisions, the |

decision of Monson was, to advance to the ghaut or ford
of the Gaumus Nuddi, only seven miles off.? But the
rain had fallen with great violence, since the 10th, and the

s0il was soft. The troops were unable, therefore, to reach |

the rivulet, till the morning of the I3th, when it wad
found impassable. They halted on the 14th, to procure 2
supply of grain from a neighbouring village ; and attempted,
on the 15th, to continue the march ; but it was found im-
possible to proceed with the guns. In hopes of an abate:
ment of the rain, they made another halt, It rained
during the whole of the night of the 15th; and, nexb

morning, the guns had sunk so deep in the mud, as not to

be extricable. The camp was without provisions ; and all
the neighbouring villages were exhaused. The detach-
ment was under an absolute necessity to proceed : Monson
was therefore obliged to spike and leave the guns, sending
injunctions to the Raja of Boondee to extricats, and
remove them to a place of security, The country wad
80 completely overflowed, that the troops could hardly
march, The Chumbelee rivulet, which they reached on
the 17th, was not fordable ; on the 18th, the European
artillerymen were crossed over on elephants, and sent on

! The Rana of Kotah, Zalim Sing, always denied his having refused the
detachment food, and said he had offered it an asylum without the walls
e conld scarcely, with a due regard to his own safety, have received them
into Wis fortress, and as it was, he was compelled to pay Holkar a fine of ted
lacs of rupees for bis equiyocal conduct. Mahr, Hist, fil., 260, Maleoln®
Central Indis, i., 489, Memoir of Ameer Khan, 2i7. Lord Lake al®0
writes, Zaulim Sing, of Kotah, has acted uncomnonly well, and proved him=
#elf a stannch friend to our government: e will, In all probability, suffer

most severely from it, particularly if Colonel Mounson should quit his 4
Despatches, iv, 179, ’ % N e



IREAT OF GENERAL MONSON. i

with great difficulty and some danger, was procured OHAP.XIK
for two days; on the evening of the 21st, the camp of a
body of the enemy’s horse was successfully beaten up ; on 1804,
the 23rd and 24th, a few rafts having been procured, three
battalions of the detachment were moved across; the re-
mainder, about seven hundred men, were attacked by a

party of the enemy’s horse, but able to repel them. On

the morning of the 25th, after the whole of the detach-

ment had been got over, not without loss, they moved in
different corps, assailed as they passed, by the hill-people

and banditti, towards Rampoora, at which some of them
arrived on the 27th, others not till the 29th.

At Rampoora, Monson was joined by two battalions of
sepoys, a body of irregular horse, four six-pounders, two
howitzers, and a supply of grain, sent to his relief from
Agra, by the Commander-in-Chief, as soon as he received
intelligence of the disasters of the detachment, As the
country, however, was destitute of provisions, as Holkar
was advancing in considerable force, as Monson expected
to be joined at Khoosul-Ghur by six battalions and twenty-
one guns, under Sudasheo Bhao Bukshes, in the service of
Sindiah, and then to obtain provisions which would enable
him to keep the field, he resolved to eontinue his march
to that place, leaving a sufficient garrison for the protec-
tion of Rampoora.

He reached the river Bannas about daybresk on the
22nd of August. It was not fordable. Three boats were
found, with which one of the battalions was transported,
for the purpose of conducting the treasure to Khoosul-
Ghur, The next morning the cavalry of the enemy pitched
theiy camp about four miles distant from the British
detachment. On the morning of the 24th, the river having
fallen, Monson began to transport his baggage. The
greater part of the baggage, and four battalions, had
crossed, and General Monson, with the remaining batta-
lion and the piquets of the rest was preparing to follow, as
8oon ps the remainder of the baggage aud the people of
the camp had effected their passage, when the enemy, a
great number of whose cavalry had already passed to the
right and the left of the British pesition, brought up their
infantry and guns, and opened a heavy caunonade on the
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_#mall body of the English that still remained on i

£ of the river. Monson led them directly to the charge,

and they succeeded in taking some guns; but were soon
overpowered by excess of numbers, and with great diffi-
culty effected their retreat, covered by the fire of one of
the battalions on the opposite side, which advanced to the
bank of the river to protect them. The enemy prosccuted
their advantage, and Monson was obliged to abandon his
baggage, and fly to Khoosul-Ghur, which he reached on
the night of the 25th of August. On the morning of the
26th, the enemy’s cavalry encamped round him in separate
bodies. Af the same time a correspondence was detected
betyween some of the native officers and the enemy ; and
though decisive measures to check the mischief were
immediately adopted, two companies of infantry, and a

- large proportion of the irregular cavalry, made their

escape.! On the same day Mouson quitted the fort, hav-
ing spiked the last remaining howitzer; and, with the
men in an oblong square, began to proceed. During the
night and the following day, the enemy’s cavalry, sup-
ported by guns, attempted several times, but without
success, to penetrate the detachment; who, on the night
of the 27th, took possession of the ruined fort of Hindown,
and next day, at noon, continued their vetreat towards
Agra. They had no sooner cleared the ravines near Hin-
down, than a desperate charge, in three separate bodies,
was made upon them by the enemy’s horse. The sepoys
had sufficient discipline to reserve their five till the enemy
had almost come up to the bayonet. It was then given
with effect ; and the enemy immediately turned, and fled
in all directions. Having reached the Biana pass, aboub
sunset on the 28th, when the troops were almost ex-
hausted with hunger and fatigue, Monson halted, with &
view to pass the night at the entrance. But the enemy’s
guns approached, and began a galling fire. He was there-
fore obliged to prosecute his retreat. The night was dark,
the camp-followers and baggage mixed with the line, the
troops were thrown into confusion, order could no more
bo restored, and the different corps concluded their re-

! Bindish's treops stationed st Khooshul-Ghur, and intended to 00 operite

with the Britlsh, endenvoured to plunder the town, and hein opposed by the
Britlsh detachument, were in open hostility.—W, et £



OLKAR SURPRISES DELHI.

eat disorder, the last of them reaching Agra on BOOK VI
the 3lst of August. The enemy followed in straggling cmav. xnr
parties, for purposes of plunder, as far as Futtypoor, ———
but made no united attack after that on the night of 1804
‘the 25th.t

During the retreat of his detachment, Colonel Murray,
with the division of the British army from Guzerat, ad-'
vanced into the heart of the Holkar dominions; and on
the 24th of August took possession of the capital, Indore.
The commander of the troops which had been left for its
protection retired without opposition.®

1 Printed papers, ut snpra, ¥o. 25, pp. 220—339, Despatches, iv. 199,

3 Printed papers, ut supra, p. 240,— M,

1t is observed of Colonel' Manson by Lord Lake (Despatehes iv, 245), that it
is extraordinary, * that a man, brave as a Hon, should have no Judgment or
Teflection.”  There is perhnps, nothing very extracrdinary In the combination
of courage with lack of Judgment, and it must be suspected there was want of
Judgment in this disastrous retreat, At the sume time, it is clear that all the
fanlt was not Monson's, that very much of it was Marray's, anid that both had
been placed in an awkward position, by those who planned their operations.
Each was advanced to a great distance from effective support, with a force In-
sufficient to encounter the enemy by whom they were sepurated, and whose
Sirength was greatly and fatally miscaleulated by the Commander-in-Chief
(Letter to Lord Wellesley, July lst, 1805, Despatches, v., 283). Lord Lake
was informed, and he believed the luformation, that Holkar's resources were
reduced {o tho lowest ebb, and that his army was almost annibilated. He
eatimated the foree to be left -with Colonel Monson by a proportionate scale
and the esti proved err L A ling to Tord Lake, however, Mon-
8on advanced considerably beyond the point at which he had been directed to
Temain, the passes of Boondes and Lakery, In the mountains south of Ram-
Paora, by which the entrance from Malwa into Bundelennd was secured. It
Was the Commander-in-Chief’s mtention that the detachment should have
Temained in tids | uniil the ter ton of the ralny season, when eltlier
alone, or reinforced, as might have been necessary, it could have adyanced
into Malwa.

Colonel Monson, however, tempted by the prospect of some unimportant
advantage, moved on first to Kotah, and then to the Mokundia pass, which he

ibed, in reply to Lord Lake's disapprobation of his , 8 equally

adapted to secure the object proposed, and thus, according to Lord Lake's
Statement. 1 ted him aguinst his own opinions to acquiesce in the adv.
80 fur. When here, however, Monson thought it would be an advantage to
ecupy Hinglalz-Ghar, fitty miles beyond the pass, and aecordingly extended
his forward movement. After taking the fortress, he learned that Holkar was
&bout to eross the Chumbnl, and wrote to Lord Lake to say that be mtended
10 attack the Mahrattas whilst ungagul in the passage. In this he might have
Sttcceeded. but he changed his ‘mind and fell back. In the Communder-in-
Chier's ion this was anoth istah As an equally fayourable oyportas
Tity for an sttack could not ocenr, the omission should hinvo been repuired by
an‘attack under the most Mvourable circumstances that conld be obtained,
The numbers of Monson's foree wers certaluly inferior to those of the ey,
but e had on his side diseipline, approved valour, and the eholes of position,
A bald eifort was also necessary to extricate ldo from N sitwation, and to
Avold the disgrace and misfortunes luseparable from o rapid retreat.  The re-
trend was, howsver, continaed to Mokundes with (e declarsd (ntention of
Making 4 stsnd there, but hoere n & Mlled in resol , and a;
A short halb, restimed Kis mureh, The losses suffered from this wntl his arvle
¥al at Ratnpoors, were owing rather to the climate than to the cnemy, Calinel
Monson reachied Rampoora on the 27¢h July, and did nov move again (il the
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V1. Upon the escape of Monson to Agra, Holkar advanced
1, with the whole of his army to Muttra, situated on the
right bank of the Jumna, about thirty miles from Agra ;
and took possession of the place. The Commander-in-
Chief marched from Cawnpore on the 8rd, arrived at Agra
on the 22nd of September, and proceeded immediately to
Secundra, where he assembled the whole of the army
under his personal command. On the 1st of October, he

2nd Augnst. This delay Lord Lake observes, in his despatches to Lord Wel-
lesley, was fatal. It was In some measnre his own work, He says, * when 1
was informed that the detachment joined by the reinforcement was at Ram-
poora, I transmitted instructions to Colonel Monson to make a stand at that
placd if such measure appesred to him practicable.” This is rather a ques-
tionable aecount of the transaction. The reioforcement did not join till the
14th of August. Lord Lake could not have heard of the juuction in much less
than a week afterwards, and his instructions to remain, if practicable, must
have met Munson on the march towards Agra, Long before this, however,
Loid Lake had sent to Monson orders to stspend his retreat.  On the 25th of
June, Monson writes to Colonel Don in the rear; * The Commander-in-Chief
positively forbids me falling back, even further than Kotah, therefore, we must
(the whole ) remain at Rampoora until I hear further from Lim.” Memoir of
Colonel Don.  East India Military Calendar, ii, 548, Lord Lake, therefore,
seems to have been the cause of Colonel Monson's Fmtracred stay ar Ram-
poora, mithough it does not excuse his want of decision’ in hesitating at once
to quit o place where 1t was impossible to make a siand, or his want of jndg-
ment in eventnally leaving it if it was defensible. Every day's delay tended
to render the country still more impassable at snch a season; and, undoubt=
£dly, as Monson did finally think it necessary to leave Rampoora, he should
have quitted it with the least possible delay.  Besides the other olwious ad=
tages of such expedition, he would have shortened the distance between
him and his reinforcements, they would liave encountered him edrlier, and in
better organization, and the whole wonld probably have effected thelr roturn
to theé Company’s territories in good order, and with little comparative dis=
honour or loss. A full investigation of the clrcumstances of the retreat wos
promised to the Court of Directors (Desputches, Jv., 3433, but it does not ap-
pear that any other explanation was attempted than that farnished after the
elose of the campalgn by Lord Lake, and referred to above (Despatehes, v.
2331: It is clear from this account, that Monson was in insnfficient strength,
bat it Is also evident that he advanced with great impridence, and with very
Imyerfect information, and that when he judged it prodent to retreat, (and
with his force, without any Euvepeans, and without regular cavalry, it would
have been very hazardous to have done anything. else), e displayed great
want of singleness and steadiness of pnrpese, by which he lost invaluable time,
and exposed his troops to destruction, The ¢ 1 Wwere most di
The actual loss, severe as it was, was the least of its evils, It impressed all
India with the belief that Holkar was able to resist, and likely to overcome the
power of the English; it guve fresh life to hostile hopes, and activity to dan-
gerous intrigues ; it encouraged Sindiah and the Bhonsla to pursne measures
Which, but for the prodént forbearance of the Governor-General. would again
bave brought their armies into the field, and it tempted the Raja of Bhuripore
to enter into a confedersey with Hotkar, and was thus productive of all the
disgrace and loss consequent npon the siege of that fortress. Had not Men-
son's detacliment been exposed to desiruction, Holkar must have been exter-
miinated in the early part of the ensning campaign, or in the end of 1804, and
av immense saving of treasure and life wonld have been effected, whilst all the
political advantages expected from the war, and which in impatience of ils
Protracted continnunce were thrown away by Lord Wellesley's succossors,
would, in all probabiiity, have been secured.—W,




ALLANT DEFENCE OF DELHI. £11

“Aowards Muttra, from which, as he advanced, B
retived, and planned an important stratagem. cmap.xnr
Leaving his cavalry to engage the attention of the British
Commander, which they effectually did, he secretly des- 1804
patched his infantry and guns, for the execution of his
destined exploit. On the night of the 6th, he encamped

with his cavalry about four miles in front of the British
position. Before daylight next morning General Lake

moved out tosurprise him. The General formed his army

into three divisions ; leaving the park, and an adequate

force, for the protection of the ecamp; but Holkar was
apprized of his approach, and retired too promptly to
permit an attack. Early on the morning of the 8th, the
infantry of that chieftain appeared before Delhi, and im-
mediately opened a heavy cannonade. The garrison was

small, consisting entirely of sepoys, and a small corps of
irregular infantry ; the place was extremely extensive;

and the fortifications were in a ruinous state. Everything
promised a successful enterprise.

Trom the first notice of the enemy’'s approach in that
direction, the most judicious precautions had been taken,
under the direction of Lieutenant-Colonels Ochterlony and
Burn, the first acting as resident in the city, the second
commandant of the troops, to place the city in the best
state of defence which circumstances would permif.
During the 8th, the distance from which the enemy fired
prevented much execution. On the 0th, however, having
erected a battery, within breaching distance, they demo-
lished a part of the wall, and would hayve quickly effected
& breach ; when a sally was planned to check their pro-
gress, Two hundred sepoys, and 150 of the irregular
corps, under the command of Lieutenant Rose, performed
the exploit with grest gallantry; took possession of the
enemy’s battery; spiked their guns; and threw them
into so much confusion, that they fired upon their own
people; who, flying from the assailing party, were mistaken
for British troops. The principal operations from this
time were carried on under cover of extensive gardens and
adjoining ruins on the southern face of the fort ; and they
soon made a breach in the curtain between two of the
gates, Measures which were completed by the evening of
_the 12th, to preclude communication between the breach
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. and the town, prevented their profiting by that advantage.

cuar. xii. But, on the 13th, appearances indicated the intention of a

1804,

very serious attack, At daybreak, on the 14th, the guns
of the enemy opened in every direction. A large body of
infantry advanced under cover of this cannonade, pre-
ceded by ladders, to the Lahore gate. They were received,
however, with so much steadiness and gallantry, that they
were driven back, leaving their ladders, with considerable
confusion, and considerable loss. Inactive to a greab
degree, during the rest of the day, they made a show
towards evening of drawing some guns to another of the
gates; but took advantage of the night; and in the
moming their rear guard of cayalry at a distance was all
that could be seen. As the number of the men, by whom
Delhi was defended, was too small to admit of regular
reliefs, or to make it safe for them to undress, provisions
and sweetmeats were served out to them daily at the ex-
pense of government, “ which,” according to the informa-
tion of Colonel Ochterlony, “ had the best effect upon
their spirite” That officer concludes his report with the
following merited eulogium: “The fatigue suffered by
both officers and men could be exceeded by nothing bub
the cheerfulness and patience with which it was endured ;
and it cannot but refiect the greatest honour on the disci-
pline, courage, and fortitude of British troops, in the eyes
of all Hindustan, to observe, that, with a small force, they
sustained a siege of nine days, repelled an assault, and
defended a city ten miles in circumference, and which had
ever, heretofore, been given up at the first appearance of
an enemy at its gates.” !

! Printed papers, ut supra, p. 233, 243—248. =21, |

The defence of Delhi only wants an Orme to form a worthy pendant to that
of Arcot by Clive. A city of great extent, containing a mixed population, upon
whase fidelity no reliance could be placed, and enclosed by walls which, never
intentded for militery protection, were {n & dilapidated condition, was besjeged
by a force of about 20,000 men, with above 100 pieces of cannon, and defended
Ly scarcely more than 800 men, with eleven guns, The troops emiployed ' in
the defonce consisted of the 2nd battalion of the Mk, ad foor companies of
the 17th native nfantry, two weak batralions which had come over from Sip-
diah in the preceding war, and three battalions of Nejeebs or Irregular Infan-
try. ‘These last had mutinied on the approach of the enemy, but the mutiny
wits immediately suppressed by vigorous measures, the ringleaders were
recured, 4 native court-martial was hold upon them, nine were severely flog-
fod, and two blown away from the mnzzles of the guns, Little confidence
conld therefore be placed in this corps; but they behaved well, A body of irre-
gular horse deserted to the enemy.  One battalion of native infantry, the 2nd

of the 4th, was stationed tn Selim Gurh, the fort and palace, as n guard to the
fumily of the Mogul, some of the members of which had been detected in 8



ANGEMENT WITH THE MOGUL.

ut this period it was, that the Governor-General BOOK VI
made his final arrangement respecting the maintenance cmae. xnis
aud condition of Shah Aulum and his family. Over the
city of Delhi, and a small portion of surrounding territory, 1804
a sort of nominal sovereignty was reserved to the Em-
peror. The whole was, indeed, to remain under charge of
the British Resident ; but the revenues wonld be collected,
and justice administered, in the name of the Mogul. Be-
side the produce of this territory, of which the Emperor
would appoint a dewan, and other officers, to inspect the
collection, and ensure the application to hisuse, a sum of
90,000 rupees would be issued from the treasury of the
Resident at Delhi, for the expenses of himself and his
family, But “in extending” says the Governor-General,
‘1o the royal family the benefits of the British protection,
1o obligation was imposed upon us, to consider the rights
and claimg of his Majesty Shah Aulum as Emperor of
Hindustan; and the Governor-General has deemed it
equally unnecessary aud inexpedient, to combine with the
intended provision for his Majesty and his household, the
consideration of any question counected with the future
exercise of the Imperial prerogative and authority.”!

Towards the end of June, the state of the country
at that time rendering military operations impracticable
in the Deccan, Major-General Wellesley was called to

Lotrespondence with Holkar. 8o little dil Lord Lake anticipate the possibl-
1!&; of Delhl being defended by such disproportionate forces, that ho had in-
structed the Resident to withdraw all the regular traops iuto the fort for the
Protection of the person of Shah Alem and thut of the royal family, leaving fur
the defence of the city such irregulars as rmight have been entertained. Tho
Resident, Lisut.-Col. Ochterlony, who had made such preparation sa the time
Permitted for the defence of the city, scting under these instroctions, directed
the Commandant, Colongl Burn, to retire with his detechment imto the eity,
and take up the ground Iately oceupied by the nd battalion, 4th reglnent, for
the night, (of the Tth Novenber,) placing sentries at the gates ; evidently in-
tending to withdraw the whole into the fort. Considering, however, that if
the city were left undefended; it wonld became the scene of Indiseriminato
tumili and piander, and that its abandonment without & strugele would be a
diseredit to the British urms and & moral trinmph for the enemy : trosting,
8150, to he able fnally, if compuiled, to effect his retreat into ‘the cltadel,
Colonel Burn determined, with the means at his disposal, to defiend, s long
85 he eonld, the city from the enemy. ‘U'his bold as well as prudent resolve
Was entirely concnrred In by his officers, and the Resident ably and zealously
eo-operated in its excention. The result reflected the highest honowr npon
the defenders, and restored the reputation of the British arms. Oral infor-
Matinn ; Thorn's War in India; Memoir of Major General William Burn;
East Indiu Military Calendar, il 487.—W.

3 ‘rinted papers, ut sipra, No. 23, p. MO.—M. Despatches, iv. 237,

2,063, —W.
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VI. Calcutta, to assist in the deliberation on certain military and

ciiAp, x111. economical plans ; and surrendered the general powers,

1804,

military and eivil, with which he was invested. Befors his
departure, a portion of the troops in the field were ma'e
to return to Fort St. George and Bombay ; leaving dis-
posable, in the Deccan, two regiments of European in-
fantry, four regiments of native cavalry, and thirteen bat-
talions of sepoys. The principal part of this force, four
regiments of native cavalry, two regiments of European
infantry, six battalions of sepoys, with a battering train,
and the common proportion of artillery and pioneers, were
directed to assemble for active operations at Aurungabad,
under the general command of Lieutenant-Colonel Wal-
lace. Of the remaining seven battalions of sepoys, six
were ordered to remain as a reserve ; four at Poonah, and
two at Hyderabad : and one was required as a garrison at
Ahmednugger.

Having completed his arrangements for action, Colonel
Wallace marchied from Foorkabad on the 29th of Septem-
ber; and reached Chandore on the 8th of October, On
the same day he detached a battalion with two 12-
pounders, against a small fort; called Laussoolgaum, gar-
risoned by Holkar, and distant about twelye miles. The
battalion met with a desperate resistance, and lost its
commander. A reinforcement was sent during the night,
and the place was stormed the following morning. Wal-
lace took possession, without resistance, of the pettah of
Chandore on the evening of the 8th ; and on the 10th he
had carried his approaches within three or four hundred
yards of the gate of the fort, when the Kelledar, or go-
vernor, sent overtures of capitulation., The terms, per-
witting the garrison to depart with their private effects,
were agreed upon, on the night of the 11th, and at ten on
tlie morning of the 12th, the British troops were placed in
possession of the fort, It was a place of great strength,
being inaccessible at every part but the gate-way ; and of
considerable importance, as commanding one of the best
passes in the range of hills where it stands, The fort of
Dhoorb surrendered o a detachment on the 14th ; the
forts of Anchella, Jeewunta, and some minor posts, on
the same range of hills, were evacuated; and Colonel

1 Printed papers, ut supra, No. 95, p. 209,



R'S SOUTHERN POSSESSIONS TAKEN,

Frg e

L

ace; leaving a garrison in Chandore, began his march BOOK VL

to Galna on the 17th. He arrived on the 21st ; took pos- cmap. XL

session of the pettah on the following morning ; on the
25th two practicable breaches were mado in the walls ;
and the storming parties wero on the point of advancing
When the garrison offered to surrender. The reduction of
Galua yielded possession of all the territories of Holkar
in the Deccan. Of those in Malwa the conqguest was
already completed, by Colonel Murray’s detachment.!

The Commander-in-Chief, as soon as he had completed
his supplies at Muttra, marched towards Delhi, where he
arrived on the 17th of October, two days after the enemy’s
retreat. Lieutenant-Colonel Burn, who had been recalled
from Sehaurunpore o the defence of Delhi, crossed the
Jumna, on his return to his former station, with one bat-
talion of sepoys and some nujeebs, on the 26th of Octo-
ber. On the 29th, Holkar crossed with his cavalry,
between Paniput and Delhi, and advanced upon this de-
tachment, which he overtook at Saumlee, on the following
duy. Colonel Burn encamped with his small party in a
Square, which towards evening was completely surrounded,
At four the next morning he began to move, The enemy
having posted themselves on the road to Sehaurunpore,
@xpecting the detachment to proceed in that direction,
enabled Colonel Burn to reach, without molestation, a
Small Gurrie, bordering on the city. Finding the minds
of the men admirably disposed, he resolved to defend him-
self in the Gurrie till reinforcements should arrive, or
even to fight his way back to Delhi, All attempts having
failed for the collection of grain, and the troops having
suffered great privations, he had come to the resolution,
on the 1st of November, of fighting his way to Bhaugput,
on the following night ; but at this time he reeai'\'ed in-
telligence of the march of the Commander-in-Chief, and
Was induced to wait for his approach.

On the 31st of October, that General, taking the re-
8orve, his three regiments of dragoons, three regiments
of native cavalry, and the mounted artillery, crossed the

umna, to pursue the cavalry of I-]olkar._ At the same

time Major-General Frazer, with the main body of the

inf&nt.ry, two regiments of native cavalry, and the park of
1 Printed papers, ut suprs, p. 250, 251, 266, 267,

1804,
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_artillery, was directed to move upon the infanfry an

artillery of Holkar, which had reached the neighbourhood
of Deeg, on the right bank of the Jumna. The object of
this double movement was, to force both the eavalry and
and the infantry of Holkar to risk an action with the
British troops, or to make him fly from Hindustan, under
circumnstances of so much ignominy and distress, as would
have a disastrous effect upon the reputation of his cause.

General Lake arrived at Bhaugput on the Ist of Novem-
ber. On the second he performed a march of more than
twenty-eight miles, and reached Kondellah. On the 3rd
hearrived at Saumlee, from which the enemy had decamped
early in the morning.

Major-General Frazer marched from Delhi on the 5th of
November, and arrived at Goburdun on the 12th, a place
within three coss of the fort of Deeg. IHis force con-
sistod of two regiments of native cavalry, his Majesty’s
76th regiment, the Company's European regiments, gix
battalions of sepoys, and the park of artillery, in all about
six thousand men. The force of the enemy was under-
atood to amount to twenty-four battalions of infantry, &
large body of horse, and 160 pieces of ordnance ; strongly
encamped, with their right upon Deeg, and a large jeel of
water covering the whole of their front.

As the hour was late, and the General had little infor-
mation of the enemy’s position, he delayed the attack till
morning. Having made his arrangements for the security
of the camp, he marched with the army in two brigades at
three o'clock in the morning ; making a cirenit round the
water to the left, to enable him to come upon the right
flank of the enemy. A little after day-break, the army
was formed, in two lines; and atfacked, end carried &
large village on the enemy’s flank. It then descended the
hill, and charged the enemy’s advanced party, under &
heavy diacharga of round, grape, and chain, from their
guns, which they abandoned as the British army came up-
General Frazer, whose gallantry animated every man in
the field, wes wounded, and obliged to be carried from the
battle, when the command devolved upon General Monson.
The enemy retired to fresh batteries as the British ad-
wvanced. The whole of the batteries were carried for
upwards of two miles, till the enemy were driven close to



destructive fire. Seeing the British troops, under cover of
a fire from several pieces of cannon, moving round to their
left, they made a precipitate retreat into the lake, where
1any of them were lost.

The British took eighty-seven pieces of ordnance in this
battle, and lest in killed and wounded about 350 men.
The enemy’s loss, which was great, could only be conjec-
tured. The remains of the army took shelter in the
fortress of Deeg! :

After the flight of Holkar with his cavalry from
Saumlee, on the morning of the 3rd, the Commander-iy-
Chief went after him with such expedition, as might
allow him no time to ravage the country without risking
an engagement with the British cavalry, On the 9th of
November, that General arrived at Happer, which the

enemy had left the preceding night, moving in the direc- -

tion of Coorjah, with design, as was supposed, to re-cross
the Jumna, in the neighbourhood of Muttra. General
Lake arrived at Khass Gunge, on the 14th of November,
when Holkar appeared to have taken the direct road to
Futty Ghur. On the 16th, Take arrived at Alygunge
distant about thirty-six miles from Futty Ghur. He
halted only to refresh his men and horses, and, marching
With the cavalry early in the night,came up with the
enemy before day-break. They were encamped close
under the walls of Furruckabad, and taken by surprise,
The execution done upon them was therefore prodigious,
and their resistance inconsiderable. Several discharges of
grape being given to them from the horse artillery, the
cavalvy advanced, and put them to the sword. Many of
the horses were still ab their piquets, when the British
cavalry penetrated into their camp?® From the 3lst of

ianrﬁm?ﬁ;;ﬁ‘ﬁ“&pininn, on several occaslons, thal this was one
Of the severest actions during the war 3 it appears to have been the hardes:
fought battle on this side India.” * Ihave every veason to believe that the
Action of the 13th fnstant was o very near business.” Despatches iv, 241, 251,
It was u contest loss with Toen than with guns; the batteries of the enemy
;"_""‘&'cio‘v;pcd with guns and strongly posted, Thorn's War in India, plun,

s - The surprise wns eomplote; Holkar would not credit the possibility of the
British muking so rapid & movement, and went o sleep s if no danjer was

YOL. vL ER
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0f the fort. One body of them, drawn up to the BOOK VI
askivhed of the lower end of the lake, still retained a CHAP, XIiL,
Dosition, whence they had annoyed thie British with a very -
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) ﬁctober, when they departed from Delhi, the
% %11, troops had daily marched a distance of twenty-three or

—— twenty-four miles; during the day and night preceding
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the attack, they marched fifty-eight miles ; and from the
distance to which they pursued the enemy, must have
passed over a space of more than seventy miles before
they took up their ground.

After allowing the troops to halt for two days, the
British General again marched in pursuit of Holkar, who
fled to the Jumna in great distress, and re-erossed it near
Mohabun on the 23rd, hastening to join the remainder of
his army at Deeg. The Commander-in-Chief arrived at
Muttra on the 28th ; and joined the army at Deeg on the
1st of December, On his march he received the melan-
choly intelligence that the wound of General Frazer had
proved mortal. The loss of that officer was felt as a
national, and almost an individual, calamity, by every
Briton in India.

Of the enemy’s force, a considerable portion having
thrown themselves into the town and fort of Deeg, and the
remainder occupying a position under its walls, arrange-
ments were taken for the reduction of the place. The
battering train and necessary stores arrived from Agra, on
the 10th ; and ground was broken on the 13th. The pos-
seasion of an eminence which commanded the town, and
in some degree, the fortress itself, appeared of importance
for the further operations of the siege. It was defended
by a small fortification ; the enemy had strongly in-
trenched themselves in its front ; had erected batteries in
the most commanding situations ; and were favoured by
the nature of the ground. The breach in the wall was
practicable on the 23rd ; and arrangements were made 0
storm it, together with the intrenchments and batteries,

near. Afterwards, in the courge of the night, intelligence eame by the dawk
that the general was only four coss off, but the servants would not weken the
Maharaja, taking on themselves to decide that the report was not trua. At
about midnight, (more correctly, at dawn,) General ke came down upon
npon Holkar's position ; by some accident a tumbril biew up just before the
onset, and the report awakoned the Maharaja to a semse of his danger, so that
he was on horseback when the enemy camie, with o few more prepared for
netion,  But before the rest were mounted, the General was upon them, and
the army was defoated with great slaughter. Memioir of Ameer Khan.  Major
!TTI?;:I f‘:slht;mm that Halkar, in‘the onsmught.hmd by dispersion. must have
08t hiat force; estimated, but no doubt with exaggeration, at 60 men.
War in Indis, 893, ' oo



FORT OF DEEG TAKEN.

¢ night. The force destined for the attack was
into three columns, and moved off in such a man-
ner as to reach the different points of attack a little before
twelve at night. The right column, under Captain Kelly,
was ordered to force the enemy's batteries and trenches,
on the high ground to the left of the town. The left
column, under Major Radcliffe, was destined to carry the
batteries and trenches on the enemy’s right. The centre
column formed the storming party, and was led by Lieut.-
Colonel Macrae. The whole service was performed with
equal gallantry and success. By means of the darkness
of the night,” says the Commander-in-Chief, “the enemy
was taken by surprise, and prevented from availing them-
selves of the advantage they possessed, or of making a
very formidable resistance.” The loss of the British was
nok trifling, and that of the enemy very great. Overawed
by this example of the audacity and success of thoe British
troops, the enemy evacuated the town of Deeg on the fol«
lowing day ; the fort, on the succeeding night ; and fledin
the direction of Bhurtpore, leaving nearly the whole of
their cannon behind.!

The fort of Deeg belonged to Runjeet Sing, the Raja of
Bhurtpore, When the British, in the battle fought on
the 13th, pursued the troops of Holkar under the walls of
the fort, a destructive fire of cannon and musquetry was
opened upon them by the garrison. The Raja of Bhurt-
pore was one of the first of the chiefs in that part of
India, who, at the time when General Lake advanced
against Sindiah beyond the Jumna, made overtures for a
combination with the British state. Ashe was one of the
most considerable of the minor sovereigns in that part of
India, and possessed great influence among the Rajas of
the Jaats, his accession to the British cause was treated as
& fortunate event, and he was indulged with very advan-
tageous terms. A treaty was concluded by him, by which
the British government bound itself to protect his do-
Minions ; bound itself not to interfere in the smallest
degree with the administration of his country ; freed him

¥ Printed 259973 also General Lake's L
“rinted papers, ut spra, p. 224 3 also G e's: Letter to
;h‘aa; imar-h?:neml, duted Muttra, 15t July, 18055 Papers, ul sopra, No, 13,

Despatches, iy, 241,—W.

CHAP, X111.
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‘“{/élﬁrdy from the heavy tribute which he annually paid

SR to the Mabratta powers; and of the surrounding dis-

=~ tricts, conquered from Sindiah, snnexed so much to the
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territories of the Raja, as equalled in extent and value
one-third of his former dominions.

Notwithstanding these great advantages, and the Go-
vernor-General's system of defensive alliance, no sooner
had Holkar assumed an attitude of defiance to the Britizh
Power, than Bunjeet Sing manifested an inclination to
join him. On the 1st of August, 1804, a secret agent of
the Raja, with letters to Holkar, was apprehended ab
Muttra, and discovery made of a treacherous corres-
pondence. The Raja, very soon after concluding his
treaty with the British government, had exhorted Holkar
to despise the British power, and offered fo join him, on
condition of receiving ecertain accessions of territory.
During the same month in which this discovery was made,
several complaints were addressed to him by the Coro-
mander-in-Chief, on acconnt of the little assistance received
from him in providing for the war. In the intercepted
correspondence, offence appeared to have been taken by
the Rajan at the violent manner in which the British
resident at Muttra had decided some disputes respecting
the traffic in saif ; and some alarm was conveyed to his
mind by a report that the English government was
to introduce the English courts of justice into his do-
minions.!

Upon reference of all these circumstances to the Go-
vernor-General, though he regarded them as ample proof
of traitorous designs, he was yet disposed, on the present
occasion, when his defensive system was npon its trial, to
exercise an uncommon degree of lenity and forbearance.
He imputed the offences of the Raja and his son, to
the corrupt intrigucs of mischievous advisers; and
said, that “the just principles of policy, as well as
the characteristic lenity and mercy of the British go-
vernment, required that a due indulgence should be
manifested towards the imbeecility, ignorance, and indo-

1 Anothier cause seems to have been o religious feeling.  The letters of the
agent repeatedly allnde to the Raja's horrar at the cow-kiMing propensities 01
the infidel English, Despaiches, Lieut.~General Lake to the Marguess Wels
lealoy, iv. 183, 187,—W,
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the native chiefs, who have been drawn into BOOK VI
these acts of treachery and hostility, by the depravity and cuae. i,
artifices of their servants and adherents”! And he in-
structed the Commander-in-Chief to warn the Raja of 1808
his danger ; to assure him that no design of interfering
with his government was entertained by the British
rulers; and to require him to break off immediately all
communication with the enemies of the British state.
Towards the end of October, the Commander-in-Chief
complained to the Governor-General, that the Raja had
evaded his application for the troops, with which, according
to the treaty, he was bound to assist the British govern-
ment; while he had afforded to Holkar positive and ma-
terial assistance? In reply, the Governor-General left the
question of peace or war to be decided by the opinion of
¢xpediency which the Commander-in-Chief, with his more
intimate knowledge of the circumstances, might be
induced to formj still, however, remarking, that ©if
considerations of security should not require the punish-
ment of Bhurtpore, those of policy suggested the expe-
diency of forbearance, notwithstanding the provocation
which would render such punishment an act of retribu-
tive justice.” The behaviour, however, of the garrison of
Deeg, at the time of the batile fought under its walls,
produced orders from the seat of government for the
enfire reduction of the Raja, and the annexation of all
his forts and territories to the British dominions. As
Bappoojee Sindiah, the officer who, at the beginning of the
war with Holkar, commanded that detachment from the
army of Sindiah which co-operated with General Monson
at the commencement of his retreat, and was one of
the chieftains included in the list of those who, under
the operation of the late trealy, were to receive jaghires

A ‘] or-General to the der-in-Chief.  Papars,

Nn.{ﬁf‘f{:':pﬂl;? ‘x(a?wmiupnro the sc{.illimcnu here cxpressed with thope
V' e NI Areot.—M. 4

iy e E&::ﬁ:[ﬁt ;!Jz-!! i;?bs]_ohru \éwmm: of this apinion were furnished by
Lord Lake, who from personal knowlidge of tie Raja and his som, eonsidirod
themy 1o bi indolont wod unenterprising characters, and unlikely to have
embarked in any hazardous enterprise, except upon the instigation of
Same_of the persons ubout them, who, from the desperate stute of their
{Whmes, Were raady to advveate the most violent: measures, Dospatches
Vi l8h—W

X l%l‘xé ':r\;;ps\ also which had been professedly assembled for the purpose of
Co-nperating with the Bfitish army, wore actually eugaged on the side of the
enemy ag the battle of Deeg. Despatchesiv. 367 —W, =
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OK: d pensions from the British government, had afterwar

eiap, xr. openly joined Holkar with the troops under his command ;

- and Suddasheo Bhao, another of Sindiah's officers, who
1804  had heen sent to co-operate with Monson, had also joined
the enemy, the Governor-General at the same time directed
the Commander-in-Chief to proceed against them as rebels ;
try them by a court-martial ; and carry the sentence into
immediate execution.!

The loss of Deeg was a tremendous blow to Holkar and

“the Raja. The surrounding country immediately sub-
mitted to the authority of the British government ; and
General Lake, having taken the requisite steps for sscuring
the Tort, and administering the country, moved from Deeg
on the 20th of December. The army of Guzerat, under
the command of Colonel Murray, had been ordered to
advance from the southward, in the direction of Kotah,
to intercept, if made by that route, the flight of Holkar
into Malwa., This officer had reached the neighbourhood
of Kotah by the end of December; and General Lake
believed, if he could have made the Mahratta chieftain
retreat in that direction, that he might have been effec-
tually destroged. But Holkar, though pursued from place
to place, could not be driven from the Bhurtpore terri-
tories, 5o long as his infantry could find protection in the
gity of Bhurtpore, his cavalry, by its rapid movements,
could elude all attacks, and supplies were derived from
the resources of the Raja. The reduction of Bhurtpore
presented itself, therefore, to the Commander-in-Chief as,
of necessity, the first of his future operations,

After being joined at Muttra by the King's 75th regi-
ment, which he had summoned from Cawnpore, he arrived
before the capital of the Raja, on the 3rd of January,
1805, The town of Bhurtpore, eight miles in extent, was
everywhere surrounded by a mud wall of great thickness
and height, and a very wide and deep ditch filled with

1 Papers, ut supra, No. 15, p. T—387.—M.

Lord Wellesloy's instructions te Lord Lake, were, fo issue a proclsmation
ordering Bapoojee Sindish and his followers to proceed to his camp by &
certain day, under penalty of being considered and treated as rebels and
traltors. If they did not join the camp, and afterwards became prisoners
to the British army, then they were to be tried by a court-martial, and
the Genersl was aothorized to carry hito immediate exocution the punish-
ment which might be gwarded them for their treachery and rebellion, Des-
patehies, iv. 203, —W.



'S TO STORM BHURTPORE DEFEATED.

e fors was situated ab the eastern extremity of BOOK VL

the town; and the walls were flanked with bastions, at ciuar xmmu,

short distances, mounted with a numerous artillery. The
whole force of Runjeet Sing, and as many of the surround-
ing inhabitants as were deemed conducive to its defence,
were thrown into the place ; while the broken battalions
of Holkar had intrenched themselves under its walls,
The British army, after driving the battalions from this
Position, with great slaughter, and the loss of all the
artillery which they had been enabled to carry from Deeg,
took up a position south-west of the town. The batteries
were opened on the 7th of January. On the Sth, a breach
was reported practicable; and the General resolved to
assaultin the evening, as the enemy had hitherto stockaded,
at night, the damage sustained by the wall in the course
of the day. When the storming party arrived at the ditch,
they found the water exceedingly deep. Over this diffi-
culty they prevailed ; and gained the foot of the breach.
Heore they made several gallant and persevering exertions ;
but all ineffectual : they were repulsed with a heavy loss,
including Lieutenant-Colonel Maitland, the officer who
bravely commanded in the assault.

The operations of the besiegers were immediately re-
newed, and a second breach was prepared on the 21st. I
was deemed advisable to give the assault by daylight.
The storming party moved out of the trenches, where they
had been lodged for the purpose, a littls before three
o'clock in the afternoon. They were unable to pass the
diteh ; and, being exposed for a considerable time to a five
Which did great execution, were obliged to retire.

The want of military stores and provisions delayed the
commencement of renewed operations, till the beginning
of February, when the batteries wore opened upon the
wall, at some distance from the part which was formerly
breached. On the 20th of the same month, the breach
being as complete as it was supposed to be capable of

ing made, one column, composed of 200 Europeans, and
4 battalion of Sepoys, Was ordered to attack the enemy’s
trenches and guns outside the town ; a second column,
Composed of 300 Europeans, and two battalions of sepoys,
%0 attack one of the gates ; while a third, headed by Lien-
Yenant-Colonel Don, and formed of the greatest part of the

1805
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ropean force belonging to the Bengal army, and three
t. battalions of sepoys, was to ascend the breach. The sig-
nal to be observed by the storming party was, the com-
mencement of the attack by the first column on the
enemy’s frenches, a little before four o’clock in the after-
noon. This column was successful, and got immediate
possession of the enemy’s guns. The second column was
delayed by a party of the enemy’shorse ; aud was exposed,
by a mistake, it is said, of their guide, to a destructive fire
from the town, which destroyed their ladders, and rendered
ineffectual the attempt on the gate. The storming party
waaalso delayed, according to the statement of the Com-
mander-in-Chief, by circumstances, which he does not
mention ; and found the diteh so deep, that it was impos-
sible to arriveat the breach. The troops, having attempted
to ascend by the bastion, were repulsed with great slaugh-
ter, though the colours of one of the native regiments
were planted within a short distance of the top.

As the Commander-in-Chief ascribed the failure to aceci-
dental obstructions and delays; as the storming party
had nearly gained the summit of the bastion ; and as he
was informed, he says, that a few hours more battering
would make the ascent there perfectly easy, he determined
to make another attempt on the following day. The whole
BEuropean part of the Bengal army, and the greater part of
two King's regiments, with upwards of four battalions of
native infantry, moved on to the attack, under Brigadier-
General Monson, about three o'clock in the aftermoon
“Discharges of grape, logs of wood, and pots filled with
combustible materials, immediately,” says the report of
the Commander-in-Chief, “ knocked down those who were
ascending ; and the whole party, after being engaged in an
obstinate contest for two hours, and suffering yvery severe
loss, were obliged to relinquish the attempt, and retire to
our trenches,” The steepness of the ascent, and the ina-
bility of the assailants to mount, except by small parties
at a time, were, it was eaid, the enemy’s advantages.!

The guns of the British army had, in consequence of in-
cessant firing, become, for the rhost part, unserviceable ;
the whole of the artillery stores were expended; provi-

! No. 18, uf supra, p. 37, 38, No. 25, ut supra, p. 272—985,—M.
Despatches iv. 204, 292.—W,



LG OF BHURTPORE INTERMITTED.

e

slege of Bhurtpore. One of the most remarkable, perhaps,
of all the events in the history of the British nation in
India, is the difficulty, found by this victorious army, of
subduing the capital of a petty Raja of Hindustan. The
¢ircumstances have not been sufficiently disclosed ; for, on
the subject of these unsuccessful attacks, the reports of
the Commander-in-Chief are laconic. As general causes,
he chiefly alleges the extent of the place, the number of
its defenders, the strength of its works, and, lastly, the
Ineapacity of his engineers ; as if a Commander-in-Chief
were fit for his office who is not himself an engineer.!

! Although it may be r bly expected, that a C der-in-Chief
should be able to appreciate the abilities of his engineers, and the probable
adegnacy of the means at their lto o the 1 pposed
to him, it can scarcely be held to be incumbent vu him (o be an engineer
himself. Lord Lake was certainly no engineer; neither hiseducation, nor his
experience, nor his temperament, qualified him for directing the operations of
Asiege, It is =ald that be proposed to attack Bhurtpore, as he had done Ali-
Eliur, by blowing open the gates,—in which there is great likellhood that he
would have suecceded ;—he was advised to the contrary, and it was determined
10 nttempt to breach with a very ineffective battering train, with a great defi-
clency of officers instructed or experienced in the art of engineering, and with
A great abundance of ignorance as to the streagih and circumstances of the

=8, The follest account of the siege Is given by Majur Thorn ; many in-
teresting particulars are also supplied by a treatifc on the Attack of Mud
Forts, by Colonel Galloway, and by a series of anonymous articles, entitled
Military Autobiography, which are anderstood to be the composition of a dis-
tinguished Bengal officer, in the East Indian United Service Journal, prlilished
in Calcutta, in 1833, and 1834, From these sonrces, and from the oral infor-
nation of officers present at the siege, smne addition may be made 1o the mes-
Bre account which the text has derived from the official despatches.

Operations commenced with the construction of & breaching battery, not ‘of
the most formidable description ; ik isted of six eiglitesn ders, and on
the right of it was a smali maortar-battery of fonr pieces; the distance was
Above 700 yards. The wall of the fort extended right and left as far as the sye
eould veach, and was thickly studded with projecting bustions, well furnislisd
Withartillery, The spot chosen for forming & broach lay close to the right

K of one ‘of these bustlons, which enabled the defenders to enfilade the ap-
Proach, n circumstance that occasioned much of the koss saffered in the attemps
storm. In the first assanit some delay and confusion took place from tha
n_ct'!denm dlvm‘geu('e, in the dark, of t'ha column of attack ; lu_ui in Major

Aorn's optnion this delay was a chief cause of the failure. This, however,
Iy be doubted, as it may be otherwise sufficiently accounted for,  When the
ol arrived near the wall, its progress was arrested by & decp ditel, the
SXixtence of which had not been suspeoted. i

2 Gistisice at which the batiery haid been raised, and the alsence of ap-
Prodehes, prevented the assailants from discovering what was going on along

& faut of the walls, and permitted the garrison to employ working parties to
Widen and deepen what was-a dry and neglected ditoh, and to fill it for the
Tequisite distanve upposite to the hreach with water, from a water-course which
Somntnicared with an exteusive swamp. at some short distance from the fort.
SHch wag the impediment whicl: arrested the coliumn, as they were wholly un-
e for ity a fow men continued to cross the ditch above the Lreach, and
Niake thejp way to the latter by a narrow path at the foot of the wall, fust
birogg €nongh to pdinit ong man at p time.  In this Way, o fow men of the flank

re exhausted ; and the sick and wounded were BOOK VI.
Numerous, It was therefore necessary o intermit the cmare. xmr.

1805,
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The Bombay army, from Guzerat, which had been di-

cnap, =, rected to move towards Kotah, was afterwards commanded

1804.

companies of His Majesty’s 22nd mounted the breach, bt support conld not
be given with sufficient celerity to enable them to maintain it, and they were
compelled to retire, The fort kept up a hot fire during the whole of the assanlt.
Many men were killed on the retreat also, as the country was in possession of
Holkar's cavalry, who perpetuslly hovered on the flanks of the columns, cut=
ting off all stragglers,

‘Whatever chance of success the first atiack of this description might have
offered, from the courage of the troops and the intimidation of the enemy, wad
immeasurably diminished for a second effort, as the troops had lost, and the
enemy gained, confidence. A somewhaf stronger battery was formed, and &
breach on the other side of the same bastion was effected, In order to gaint
some information as to the ditch, a stratagem of palpable absurdity was de-
visgd: three native troopers in the character of deserters rode from the camp
towards the walls, they were fired at with blank cartridges, and the people o1
tlie walls, being thus far deceived, allowed them to approach the edge of the
diteh, pointing out to them the direction of the gates. The situation of the
troopers did not allow of very deliberate observation, as they rode off again as
speedily as they could, being now fired st by the garrison. They returned in
safety, and reported that the ditel was inconsilerable; theirreport was trusted
to, but when the troops made their way, under a heavy and destructive firey
to the edge of the ditch, they found a sheet of water of considerable width,
much broader than the ladders they had heonght to cross it with, and muclt
beyond the depth of the tallest grenadier. Some time was vainly spent in at-
tempting to get across nnder o well-sustained and well-directed fire from the
‘walls, and after much loss the column was recalled. Nothing more strongly
ghows the ntter ig of the of the Jocalitles of the neighbour=
hood, than the I:Igur:r they 4 from an impediment entirely within their
own power, Had they known whence the ditch wis fed, it wounid have been
easy for them to have cut off the supply of water, and in all probability the
first assanlt wonld haye given them Bhurtpore.

These two faflures having enforeed the necessity of more regular proceedings,
[ clies were begun in a different position, and carried to the edge of tho
dlteh. Supplies of stores and artillery were brought from Agra and othier de=
pits; and more powerful batteries, though still much too weak for the pur-
pose, opened against a part of the wall where the curtain was of less width
than usnal, and was eflectually covered by a bastion at either extremity. On
the morning of the day appointed for the storm, the garrison, whose cournge
had been elevated to the highest pitch by the slow progress of the siege, and
the impunity with which they had fered the wounded, and flated the
sinin, left behind after each assault, made a desperate sally npon the head of
the tremches, gained p ion of them for a time, and ‘were repulsed oni
after they had killed the officer of His Mujesty's 75th, commanding the al
vance, and many of the men, They gained and retained possession also of &
trench in advance of the lines, from which it was proposed to dislodge them,
and follow them closely into the breach, The Europeans, however,
Mujesty’s T5th and 76th, who were at the head of the colnmn, refused to ad-
vance, imd the fow men of the flank companies of the 2nd who had pheyed the

d, wers ily recalled. The entreatizs and expostulations of
their officers failing to produce suy effect, two regiments of Native Infantry,
the 13th and 15th, were snmmoned to the front, and gallantly advanced to the
storm. These circimstances explain the delay alluded to by Lord Lake. Tho
men were tired and dishearténed by the conflict in which they had been oz
gaged during the forenoon, #nd Lad adopted a notion that in the wdvanced
trench which had been oceupied by the etemy a mine wus laid, b which they
would be Blown up. In this state of exbanstion and panic it wonld have been
judlelous to have deferred (he assanlt, as persisting in it paralyzed so large 8
partion of the assailing force.  'When the eolumn reached the ditch, it was, a8
before, impassable ; but some of the men inclining to the right contrived 0
furn it and 1o clamber up the rugged slope of the fanking bastion, and the
colours of the 12th regiment of Kative Infuntry waved from (he summii of the
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Join, thp” Commander-in-Chief at Bhurtpore ; where it BOOK VI
arrived; on the 12th of February, and under Major-General cmar.xut.
Jones, who had succeeded Colonel Murray, bore a full share
In the succeeding operations,

During the detention of the army before the capital of
Runjeet Sing, the cavalry under General Smith had been
employed in expelling Ameer Khan, an adventurer of
Afghan descent, who had found the means of collecting a
Predatory army, and made an ineursion into the Com-
pany’s territory.! Before the preparations were completed
————

slope. There was, however, still a perpendicular parapet of some height to be
Surmounted ; and as this was msullmly defondod by the garrison, all efforts to
8cale it were productive only of the destruction of the assaflants. Two or three
f the men did get in at the front embrazare of the wall, but they were in-
Stantly et to pieces by the enemy. So apparent an approximation to success
uced the Comnmander-in-Chief to direct a repetition of the attack upon the
0 which had been ascended, on the following day ; and on this occasion
to urgpeans, who had been panie-struck on the day preceding, volunteered
lead the artack, and gallantly redecmedt their character. Their valour only
Bggravated their loss. There was no breach, and the attempt to carry the fort
"J'Uﬂrmihling In disorder up a scabrous bastion, in which no firm footing
©0uld be found, and where the party was exposed to a murderons fire, and to
:“‘ equally destructive shower of deadly missiles from a numerous garrison,
trong in position, and exulting in spirit, was an inconsiderate and unjustitiable
casting awny of men's lives.

The writer in the East Indian United Servico Journal, adverting to the blame
mW.w the Engineers for the failure of the attack upon Bhurtpore, re-
Wn]:" who the man Engineer was, [ have met with no bedy whe
ﬂiﬂdn:mﬂy tell. 1 believe the oftice passed through the hauds of several in-
it Is duiring the slege, but no one of them was of sufficient characier,
bilig respect of influence or experience, to take upon himself the responsi»
oft ¥ attuched to so important a situation.” He ailds, howover, “even if an
‘h;'f? of the reqguisite ability and experience had been present, itds doubiful

her he would have been attended to, for so confident was the Genoral in

ess bravery of his troops, and so impatient withal, that he could

hm" brook the delay that was necessary to enable his guus to maks a breach
Dlace ramparts, Ife had undertaken to besioge a large, populons, and strong
a poon With means that were totally inadequato for such an enterprise; and in
ilitary pgint of view he was highly culpable,” The writer proveeds to
onte C the government for not providing the means whilst it enjoined tha
loft 7155 but admitting the neglect, thia does not exonorate 4 General,
of oy, Lord Lake was with disoretional suthority, from the culpability
i temapting objects which his utter want of weans rendered. mpossibi-

1803.

! Amoay Khan
joined Holkar after tho first storm of Bhurtpore, and co-ope-
a&d with his cavaicy in harassing the Dritish camp and columns. He slso
vous M BGtve pact in the different attempts made to out off the English con-
Bhugtoing fo the siege. _As theso pts were ful, the Reju of
Khn, tpare wsoribed their failure to went of proper conctrt between Ameer
& L and Holkar, and he therefore sont for them and sald; ¥ as both Sirdars
Inot act vl together in the sathe fleld, it wonld be better that one shonld
tamm" 4t Bhuirtpore while the other headed an incursion into ihe enemy’s
friony Ye AN carried the war thither,” “ Holkar recollocting.” wids hig
ang 3 81 confederate, with somse malice,  his misfortuncs at Furruckabad
mmg, chose to vemain,” and Ameer Khan, therefore, went upon this ex-
&m- His direction was Robilound, of which country he was s native.
Tegime, tllswed on the day after his departure by General Smith, with three
ts of dragoons, threo regiments of native cavalry, and & division of
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0KV, for resuming the siege of Bhurtpore, this force returned,

ciar. x111. and might, it appeared to the Commander-in-Chief, be now

——

1805.

advantageously employed in dislodging Holkar from the
neighbourhood of Bhurtpore ; and, if possible, expelling
him from that quarter of India. At two o'clock in the
morning of the 29th of March, he left his camp, with the
whole of the cavalry and the reserve, intending to surprise
the eneray about daybreak. Colonel Don, with the reserve,
moved directly upon their left, while the General himself
made a circuit to their right, in the line in which it was
expected they would fly from the attack on their leffs
T'hey were so much, however, upon their guard, as to be
secured by a timely flight from any considerable injury,
In two days, it was heard, that they were again encam
within twenty miles of Bhurtpore. On the 1lst of Aprl,
the Commander-in-Chief proceeded with the same force
&b midnight, for another chance of reaching them before
they could take to flight. Though now passing the night
in so much vigilance that they kept their horses saddled,
they had not begun to march before the British force were
within two hundred yards from them, and having horses
superior both in speed and strength, were able to perform
upon them considerable execution, before they had time 0
disperse. So little did the enemy think of defending them-
selves, that of the British, in either of those onsets, not &
man was lost, :
In addition o ofher causes, which tended to reduce theé
power of Holkar, the most respectable of the chiefs who
belonged to his army, now came with their followers t0

AL ——

horse artillery. At Moradabad, which was an £nglish station, Amecr Khan's
party did some mischief, but they were detained before the house of the Judge:
which had been prepared for resistance, and in which the English residents
with some of the militia, bad taken refuge. They deéfended themselves ther®
for two days, until the approach of General Smith effected their dativerant®
The Mahratta force then moved towards the hills, destroying and plunderd
gome insignificant villages: fearing that Lis retreat might be ot off, Ameer
Khan then retraced his steps, but was intercepted, and bronght to action nedl
Afruigerh, on the 2nd of March. Some vigorous cherges were made by he
enemy, but they wers resolately encountered, and driven with some Jogs frs
the fleld.  After the plunder of some other towns In Robilound, and e
fruitiess oy erations agninst detachments and convoys of the Kuglish,

EKhan re-crosscd the Ganges on the 13th of March, attended, according to his
own siccount, by no more than 100 men. He contrived to collect some of B4
soattered forces, with whom he rejoined Holkar on the 20th of March. Generst
Smith returned to camp on the 23rd, having cffectually frustrated Ameet

;u.m-:V predatory designs, War io Indis, 430, Life of Amcor Khift |
50.—W, '
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kax, and dreading the effects of a renewed attack, began,
800n after the suspension of operations, to testify his desire
for reconciliation. Though an example to counteract the
impressions made upon the minds of the people of Hin-

dustan, by the successful resistance of the Raja of Bhurt- '

Dore, might, have appeared, at this time, exceedingly use-
3 yet some strong circumstances recommended a course
Tather of forbearance than of revenge. The season was
very far advanced, and Bhurtpore might still make a tedi-
ous defence: the severity of the hot winds would destroy
the health of the Europeans in the trenches, and affeck
even that of the natives ; great inconvenience was sus-
$ained from the continuance of Holkar in that quarter of
India, from which it would be difficult to expel him, with
Bhurtpore for a place of refuge and support: And, above
1t was necessary to have the army in a state of readi-
ess to act against Sindiah, who appeared on the point of
Tenewing the war. The proposals of the Raja, therefore,
met the British rulers in a very compliant temper; and
the terms of a new treaty were settled on the 10th of
April, when the preparations for the renewal of the siege
Were completed, and the army had actually taken up its
Position af the place. As compensation for the expense
Wh_ich the Raja, by his disobedience, had inflicted on the
Britigh government, he agreed to pay, by instalments, a
Sum of twenty lacs of Furruckabad rupees ; and the addi-
tiongl territory, with which he had been aggrandized by
e Cnmpany, was resumed. In other respects, he was
allowed to remain in the same situation in which he had
been Placed by the preceding treaty. The fort of Deeg
Was not, indeed, to be restored till after experience, for
SOlue time had, of his fidelity and friendship ; bub if that
Were obtained, a part of the compensation-money would
nok be required.! !

e conelusion of a treaty with Sindiah, eyen his enter-
inpg nto the system of gubsjdiary defence, created no sense
: tl‘m:quil]ii,y, no expectation of peace bhetween him and

hB Bl’it.i.ah go\-emnlent,_ Before. the signatura of the

1 ' o B atol
Anp o w‘buf_wpm, p. 4045, 83.—M. SeeTreaty. Welleslsy Despatckies, iv.

e ih camp. The Raja of Bhurtpore, also, discover- BO
“thefallacy of the hopes which he had built upon Hol- cuar. xur,

9
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eaty of subsidiary alliance, a dispute had aris 4

s, the fort of Gualior, and the territory of Gohud. The Bri-

tish government included these possessions in the con-
struction of that article of the treaty which bound Sindiah
to all the engagements formed by the British government
during the war, with any of the chiefs who had previously
paid to him tribute or obedience. Sindizh contended thab
they could not be included in that article by any just and
reasonable construction ; and also represented them as s0
important to himself, that he could by no means retain
his state and condition without them.

The behaviour of Ambajee Englah, or Ingliah, had' pro-
duced even hostile operations between the time of sign=
ing the treaty of peace,and signing the treaty of defensive
allisnce. After having separated his interests from thosé
of Sindiah, under whom he rented and governed the pos=
sessions in question, and after having formed engagements
with the British government, on the terms which it held
out, during the war; to every chief whom it found pos
sessed of power ; that versatile leader, as soon as he un=
derstood that peace was likely to be concluded with Sin-
diah, renounced his engagements with the English, and
endeavoured to prevent them from obtaining possession
of the fort and districts which he had agreed to give
up. The Commander-in-Chief sent troops, and seized
them.

The disputes on the subject of Gualior and Gohud
began on the 17th of February, 1804 ; and were pr
wth infinite eagerness, by the ministers of Sindiah. They
did not prevent the signature of the defensive treatyy
because tho Mahratta ministers declared, that, how much
soever convinced of his right, and how deeply soever hi®
interests would be affected by the alienation of that rights
their master would not allow it to disturb the relations ©
peace so happily established; bub would throw himse
on the honour and generosity of the Britizh chiefs, They
argued and contended, that the article of the treaty whicl
bound him to the engagements, formed with his des
pendants and tributaries by the British government
could only refer to such chiefs as the Rajas of Jodepoo¥
and Jyepoor, or, at any rate, to Zemindars and Jaghire™ |
dars; that Gohud was the immediate property of the

|
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at it was absurd to talk of a Rana of B
2 no such person was known ; as all the preten- CiAr. xun
8ions of that family were extinet, and the province had
been in the immediate and absolute possession of Sindiah 1305,
and his predecessor for thirty years; that no right could
e justly founded on the revival of an antiquated claim, in
vour of some forgotten individual of an ancient family ;
and that it was not for the interest of the British govern-
;nent,, any more than of Sindiah, to call in question the
oundations of actual possession, since a great part of all
that belonged to both was held by neither a more ancient,
Nor a move valid title, than that which Sindiah possessed
to the territory of Gohud. As for the fort of Gualior, it
Was not o much, they affirmed, as a part of Gohud; ib
Was a fortress of the Mogul, granted to Sindiah, of which
Rana of Gohud, even when such a personage existed,
could be regarded as no more than the Governor, nomi-
Rated hy Sindial, and employed during his pleasure. The
glish affirmed, that as the operation of the treaty ex~
tended, by the very terms, to all the territories of Sindiah,
xcepting those “situated to the southward of the terri-
tories of the Rajas of Jyepoor, Jodepoor, and the Rana of
E‘:!hlld," it was evident, that it was meant to apply to
0s¢ of the Rana of Gohud: that if the possession in
duestion had not passed to the English, by treaty with
Parties to whom they were now consigned, they would
ve passed to them by conquest ; as the army, after the
ttle of Laswarce, was actually moving towards Gohud
End Gualior, when Ambajee Ingliah, against whom the
8t of the family of the Rana of Gohud had been acting,
0 aid of the Pritish government, with a considerable
¥ tg troops, concluded a treaty, by which they were
ered.
£ It would appear, that General Wellesley believed there
8 weight, in the argnments of Sindiah. TIn the answer
Which he returned to Major Malcolm, when that officer
tl‘eaa communication to him of the conclusion of the
Sin ty of defensive alliance, which he negotiated with
tnigg ah: «jy appears,” he remarked, “that Sindiah’s
_sters have given that prince reason o expect that he
md‘;‘y;lnrmm Gualior ; and, 1 think it possible, that, con-
g all the circumstances of the case, his Excellency
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QKEY1L. the Governor-General may be induced to attend to Sin-
ciap, xu. diah's wishes upon this occasion, At all events, your

1805,

despatclies contain fresh matter, upon which it would be
desirable to receive his Excellency’s orders, before you
proceed to make any communication to Sindiah’s Durbar
on the subject of Gualior.”

The Governor-General continued steadfastly to consider
the arrangement which he had made respecting Gualior
and Gohud, as necessary to complete his intended plan of
defence, by a chain of allied princes and strong positions
between the British and Mahratta frontiers, Sindiab,
after a fruitless contest, was obliged to submit; and on
the 21st of May, 1804, he received in public Durbar, the
list of treaties to which he was required to conform.

The apparent termination of this dispute by no means
introduced the sentiments of friendship between the two
governments, In a letter dated the 18th of October, 1604,
which was addressed, in the name of Sindiah, to the Go-
vernor-Gieneral, various complaints were urged, “tending,”
gays the British ruler, to implicate the justice and good
faith of the British government, in its conduct towards
that chieftain.”*

I As gnbsequent]y intimated (p. 437), this Tetter, althongh dated in Octobery
did not reach the Governor-General uniil the middle of February, The delay
is not sufflciently d for by its cireni conveyance, ns noticed in
Lord Welledey's reply to Sindiah. The letter eould not have been Gl

telied ot the date when it was written, and other probuble canses sy
sa assigned for its subsequent retardation, The whole of the discussious
with Sindial were an exemplification of the cat in the adage, *leting * I dare
not” wait upon *1 would,”™  Sindish’s sympathies were with Holkar, but}0
wanted the resolution to declare them; and with the varying fortunes of $h
chief, his determination to Join him or to keep aloof alternated. A sl
party in his conrt, at the head of which way his father-in-law, Serjee Rad
Ghatkay, listening only to theéir hatred of the English, belisved, and endrs=
voured to make Sindiah believe, that Holkar must trivinph if supported b¥
Sindigh; that he might, even without sneh assistance, eventually sucoseds
Opposed to this party was ancther of the Maharaja’s advisers, with the chfef
minister Bapoojee Witinl at their head, and their representations contribate
to shake Sindial’s resolution. The persuasions and argunients of either, how=
ever, gained or lost efficacy with the course of ovents ; and that under the
fluctuation of feeling thas produced, the letter was composed, kept hagck, aod
dispatehed, {s probable from a consideration of what had occurred. At the enil
of August, Monson's detachment was driven ont of Malwi and destroyed. i
the course of September Holkar was in occupation of Muttra and threatencd
Agra, and nothing was anticipated amongst the Mahrattas but the total overs
throw of the Euglish. In this state of excitement the letter, which is i
better than a deflance, was composed, and it may have been sont off to FE
Vikee! at Benares. In the course of October, however, Lord Lake with his
army was In the field ; the attempt upon Delhi was defeated, and affairs
to look doubtful. The Vakeel was then probubly enjoined to delay the
delivery of the letter by undertaking a long journey from Benures to Calcntt:
perfurmed vip doubt deliberately, so that he might be essily overtaken, and I
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wltimate instructions be regulated by intermediate events, Then came news
of the Pursuit and surprise of Farruckabad, aud of the battle and sioge of
ioand a further delay took place which wonld have probably ended in a
total supp n of the despateh, if the repulse at Bhurtpore in the beginning
Of January had not turned the seale in favour of co-operation with olkar,
and the Journey of the messenger was completed. This is in all likelibood the
explanation of the interval of four months that elapsed between the date
delivery of Sindial's letter,
i to the complalnts preferred in that letter, those which had any decency
1:]lthem hiad been rey ily discussed with the Resident in Si
1 camp, and had been, ns it was supposed, finally disposed of. On tlie
Sth of May the Resident *took oceasion to require & formal i
Dowlut Rao Sindialy's claiw to the fort and territory of Gwalior anidl Gohud;
the minister in roply authorized the Resident to assure the Governir-
General that the claim had been completely relingnished by his master.” The
tteaty was accordingly ratified to this effect by Sindiah himself, on the 24th of
¥. His again urging the claim after such full and formal renuncintion of it,
Sould only have proceeded from a belief that the Dritish government might
Row be intimidated into an aequiescence in an act of injnstice,
¥rom this thne forward the main point p d upon the ideration of the
Governpr. General by Sindiah's ministers, was the grant of peconiary assistance,
Without which, it was atiirmed, Sindial could take no partin the wer sguinst
Holkar, us ie conld not move his army from Burhanpore. That he was
Jabonring under financiat diffleulties was no doubt trae, but it was not teue to
thie extent nsserted, for when it suited him to march, his moved towards tho
#eene of hostilities without having ived the d ded aid. P Y Bs=
ce, however, was promised him, if he wounld satisfy the British govern-
ment that he was not engaged in any hostile designs against them. The proofs
?llﬂul on were the dismissal from his conrt of Holkar's Vakeel, who af
TSt apenly, and afterwards secretly, resided with Sindisly, and was frequently
;::uueu to private conferences with him and his ministers. The next condi-
was, the removal from his connsels of Serjee Rao Ghatkay, a man, as the
fnt a3 universally acknowledged, of Infamons character, and notorionsly
m»Imm ta the English, and in communieation with Holkar. He had been
b 1ged to withdraw from the court by the odinm he had incurred with his
unteymen, and had resided at Poonah; but in Augnsi, when the British
5 hal suiffered & reverse, made his aprearance at Burhanpore, and speedily
o ed an ascenidancy over the mind of his son-in-law. Bapoojes Wittul dying
mm-ﬂml of 1804, Serjee Rao became chief minister. The thind and last con.
W o1 insisted on by the Resident was Sindiah's march to his capital, Oagein
Mh"'“ bz would he advantageously situated for the protection of Malwa, and
cong; dily in communication with the enemics of the British state. These
m ditlons ware 1 iy d to, ded from, evaded, refused, pro-
thi;.d‘ With the most barefaced and disgracefnl want of consistency, and with
; U:ll;i:nt purpose of adhering to no pledge, obsgrving no faith, which it
ff-li.r
K

tongiit safe to violate. The Britisi government would haye been
w"“‘“ﬂﬂl in punishing such insolence and perfidy, by the renewal of
itica, thehemf of which must have been Sindiah's & g  Jestraction.
B0 of his inability to resist usnally came opportunely n0's
";‘::llw“m‘ When matiers eemed wrgi:;m to extremity, and no submission
106 baeg, ng stratagemn too villanous, of which the effect was to dissuade or
g:;gm tthe British Resident from quitting the Maliratta camp, a measure which

Siyes Ureaded as equivaleut to a declaration of war.
hmm"h At last consented to leave Burhnngorc_m é’ralunm of maoving to his
the gy, 197 instend of taking the road to Ougein, fie marched 1 the east, tn
ity COHOD OF Bundelkhand, where Ameer khan, with a body of howes, was
an ;ﬂ"!f o0 military operations on Holkar's part.  Ou the way, i) commlthed
uhgkp tked aggression on the Nawab of Blwpal, an illd}‘pel;ll.anl. prince, an
Wiia o LPOD Whom, withont any communication with the English government,
I of the treaty of defensive allinnce, Thence he proceeded to

Yor, vy, IF

: ,.ﬂfg dll, the British government had used him ill in BOOK VI,
money ; for, whereas the losses to which he had cumar. s

1805,
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71/recently been exposed had deprived him of the |
{1. means necessary to bring his forces into the field, the

Saugur; and, asserting that he was entitled to the payment of o balance due
on aceount of an assignment to him by the Peshwa, levied contributions on the
country, and besieged the town. Saugur belonged to the Peshwa, the ally
the British government ; hostile proceedings against the former were virtually:
0 against the latter, and were every way i ible with the relati i
which a'l three powers stood towards each other. At Saugur, Sindial was In
communication with Ameer Khan at Bhilsa, and with Ambajes and othet [
sirdars in Maiwa, who were in ayms against the English; and ‘his languageé,
and that of his mini b lass eq 1. The ions mude b
the Hesident of Lord Lake's were oticed ; whilst those ol
Holkar's, real or fubricated, were received with marks of public exultation-
Nine battalions of infantry, with sixty-five guns, and a large body of Pindars
ries, juined the camp; and every thing bore eo decidedly the appearance OF
gmilillty, that the Acting Resident, Mr. Jenkins—the Resident, Mr, Weblies
aving died—determimed to quit the camp, and spylied for passports. e wad
desired to wait some days, when Ambajee Inglia would arrive, and it would
e settled whether Sindiah would march to Ongein, or the Resident sho
receive his issal ; a decl jon equivalent to an annou t of content=
plated war, and calenlated, thercfore, to confirm the representative of the
English government in his intention. When this was found to be the case, Sin=
diuly was alavined, and fresh pretexts, and renewed promises of a more frien
complexion, prevailed upon the Resident to delay his threatened departard:
The pretexts proved, as usual frivolous or false; the promises were brokel
thie instant they liad served the purpose of the moment ; and additional A
of Sindiah’s intrignes with Holkar having been recéived, iho Acting
wonld no langer be deliyed, and left the camp, with his suite and baggage, on
the 2grd of January, 1805,

At the end of his first march, messengers from Bindiah overtook him, and
entreated him to return for an interview with the Maharaja, who was prepared
to comply entiraly with the wishes of the British Government, Me. Jenkin%.
aceordingly réturned, leaving his tents In a grove near the camp of Sin :
yegular brigades. He was detained at the Durbar until evening, when news
arrived that hisescort had been attacked by an overwhelming force of Pindac
ries, the officer commanding it, the surgeon attached to the It.esideu_ey.-ll.‘d
several of the Sepoys had been wounded, and the whole of the bageage carrl?d
off. A similar atrocity bad been attempted on a previons cccasion,  Un e
night of the 20th T ber, the public baggage tant had been attacked, and ﬂ"j
gusrd overpowered, but the plunder was only partial, and the vivlence "
more unauthorized character,  Iu gither case, all sanction was disavowed
Sindiah, and he professed extreme horror and indignation st the conduct of
plunderers, but no attenmpt wal made to detect or punish theny, nor was ¥
property restored. The text ascribes the outrage to Serjee Rao alone, in hope
to embroil Sindiah beyond remedy. with the British Government, but it im0t
kety that it was perpetrated without Sindiah’s cognizance, and it’ had pmﬂ.-o'
Dbly no decper design that the prevention of the Resldent's departure. &g
Governor-General, althongh he | dintely-di ded smdiah’s disayowal
any concern in his transaction, and reparation for the wrong Inflicted, (p;;

of

patches iv, 296,) under a guirded menace of tho revival of hostilities, Wia S5
willing to nscriba it to any other canse than the uncontrollable Ticentionsiess
of the 14ndurrios; and did not judge it pradent to take any farther no "
the veeurrence. The sama precarious and unsafe surt of Infercourse WiSZ
consequence maintained for a further perlod, until o ehange of councils l'%
administration of the British Govérnment rewarded the perfidy of Dowint
Bindiah with the possession of Gohund and Gwallor.

The despateh from which the preceding details are principally estrs ot
sontains also n report of the negotiations with the Berar Raja, which “:;nl‘
advertelto in the text, although they equaily threatened fo add to theen! 4
&f the British Governnient. In the Month of August, nows of Holkar's £ =
cesnas reached Barar with civenmsts of great ation, disseminall e

a8 they had done elsewlicre, erroneons impressions of the injury ho
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disvegarded his earnest applications for the BOOK VI.
SuIS necessary to enable him to co-operate in the subju- cmar. s
gation of Holkar; the consequence of which was, thab
When he sent two chiefs, Bappojee Sindiah, and Suddasheo 1805,
hao, to join the army under General Lake, as that Gene-
Tal would afford them no money, they were soon obliged
to separate from him, in order to find a subsistence, and
Even to effect a temporary and feigned conjunction with
the enemy, to avoid destruction, either by his arms, or by
the want of subsistence. |
Secondly, the British government had used him ill, in
respect to Gualior and Gohud ; which had long formed
part of his immediate dominions, and were not included
In the list, delivered to General Wellesley, of the places
Which he ceded by the treaty of peace.
Thirdly, his tributary, the Raja of Jodepore, was in-
cluded in the list of princes protected by engagements
With the English ; while that Raja himself disclaimed all
Such engagements ; had received into his protection the
family of Holkar; and had written frequently to Sindiah,

o

ﬂui.'ét‘d npan his opponents. Intrigue was immediately at work to prevall upon
Wab: 4 to take the opportunity of recovering some of tho losses of the inte
o the Resident was made acquainted with the existence of a correspon-
S “gln which plans were proposed to the Raja for seizing the province of
cm“‘&hulpm, and for cooperating with the Raja of Khurda and other petty
b ofs in Quttack, who actnally rose in insurrection, The replies of the Kaji
ghpressed s npprobation of thess projects, contained instructions for carryin
e into effeet, and enjoined secrecy and cantion. It was also ascertail
vak e was in communication with Sindiah and with Holkar, In October, &
s:“;ﬂ from Ameer Khan arrived nt Nugpore, and one who had been sént to
orgu Al returned. Tha return of the latter was inmediately followed by
nukrsfor the assemblage of the Raja’s troops and his urmy under Saccaram
e, slies marched towards the frontier, whilst in other parts of his dominions
8 0f men and pther military preparations were made with grest activity.
& Teprosentations of the resident against these measures wers miet by assi-
Hece of coutinned wmity, and thie military moveimenis were accounted fur ds
a-’!-‘.“i:ls\lry to resist a threatened incursion of Ameer Khau, who had enguged to
Hosy the Nawabh of Bhopal in opposing the clatms of the Raja of Bernr upon
ro ghabad. Some acts of plander, comymitted on the territories of Nag-
.h»_hr Aneer Khan's Pindarries, gave some colour to the nssertions of the
Fanos il the pr . taken in Sumbhulpore and Cattack, with intelii-
wer O the action of Furruckabad snd Deeg, scem to have determined the
thioy pon UEOrS at least to wal for the further development of events, Lefore
oY Riunifested, thiete hostile sentinients. Some furtiier anxlety and sspicion
t‘ollmcm“m by the conduet of the Raja’s brother, Venkajee Bhonsla, who
120 ted & Body of troops, and plandered some villages in the territory of the H
Pup D but his conduct was earnestly dissvowed by the Haja aud his Jagir
fin Ter saquestration, reparation was maide for the injury comanitted, and
Bllyep JeT feir was entertained of the Raja's entering Info any confedemey
G r’} t0 the British state. Letter of the Governor-Generul to the Scoret
Hee, 24th March, 1805,  Dispatohies 1v, 332.—W.
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«VA. declaring, that he remained in the same relation to himas
> x111. before

Fourthly, the lands which were to be restored, as the
private property of Sindiah, had not yet been given up ;
and the pensions, and other sums, which were agreed for
had not been regularly paid. ‘

Fifthly, the British government had not afforded to his
dominions that protection which, by treaty, they owed
for even when Colonel Murray was at Qujein, Holkar h

“besieged the fort of Mundesoor, and laid weste the sur-
rounding country ; while Meer Khan, the Afghan, who
was a partisan of Holkar, had captured Bhilsa, and plun-
dered the adjoining districts?

At the time of the date of this letter, Sindiah had
moved from Boorhanpore, and reached the Nerbudds,
which his army was already beginning to ocross. In com-
pliance with the urgent remonstrances of the British go-
vernment, he professed the intention of repairving to the
capital of his dominions, and undertaking the regulation
of his affairs. In reality, he took the direction of Bhopaul;
and, with or without his consent, two signal enormities
took place. Some of his troops plundered Saugul
a city and district pertaining to the Peshwa; and &
party of his irregular troops attacked and phindered the
camp of the British Resident. At the time when this
outrage was committed, the British force in Bundelound
had been summoned, by the Commander-in-Chief, to rein”
force the main army at Bhurtpore, which had suffered &
material reduction in the late unsuccessful attempts, The
army from Bundelcund was on its march, and had arrive
at Gualior, when, late in the evening, hircarrehs came 1#
with intelligence of the violation of the British Residenci

1 The replies of the Governor-General to these allegationa were sufficientld \

eomvineing, but it is worth while to notice the first, meore particularly, asdl
ple of impud not. led by any thing in the annals even of

ratta diplomacy. It was matter of universal notoriety that these two e
had behaved with the most unequivocal treachery, and Sindish must
known both the fact and the canse. *“ No Mahratta doubts,” says O
Grant, * that Bapovjee Sindiah and Sendasheo Bhao deserted to Holkar
Dowlut Rao's consent.” Mahr. Hist,, 3. The fifth allegation is scarcely 1
forior in shamelessness to the first, fur Colonel Murray's inability to Fl:&?:
the conntry of Sindish against Holkar, was mainly owing, not only to the B,
want of tlmt co-operaticn which the treaty entitied him to expect from sindis!!
troops, but to the apposition, little short of hostility, ﬂ'llr;l he experi
from Sindish's offieors. Letter from Marquess Wellesley to Dowlut Rao Sin
4l of April. Despatches iv., 204—W.
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ZIDISPUTES WITH SINDIAH.

(s %m p. The greatest alarm was excited. The B 5
3@&1&}1 Bundelcund into Allahabad, from Allahabad cuae, xu,
to enares, and from Benares to Calcutta, was denuded of
allits troops; and there was nothing to oppose the pro- 1805,
Bress of Sindiah, through the heart of the British domi-
Mons, to Caleutta itself. It immediately suggested itself
the minds of the British officers, that Sindiah had
Tesolved to avail himself of the fortunate moment, when
tpe British troops were all withdvawn to the disastrous
Slege of Bhurtpore, fo perform this brilliant exploit; and
that the violation of the Residency was the first act of
€ war, Under this impression, it was resolved to march
ack the army of Bundelcund to Jansee, which lay on the
Toad by which it was necessary for Sindiah to pass. Sin-
1ah proceeded rather in a contrary direction, towards
alwa, The probability is, that Serjee Rao Gautka, his
Winister, and father-in-law, committed the outrage upon
the British Residency, in hopes to embroil him beyond
Témedy with the British government, and thus to ensure
the war to which he found it so difficult to draw the foeble
and irresolute mind of his prince ; while the promptitude
With which the British force was again opposed to his
march into the British dominions maintained, in his mind,
e ascendaney of those fears which the minister found it
50 hard to subdue. A spirited prince might haye made a
Very different use of his opportunity.
The letter which contained the complaints of Sindiah
conveyed in so tedious & mode, that four months
Clapsed before it was delivered at Caloutta ; nor was the
Unswer penned till the 14th of April, 1805, The Governor-
Qeneral had satisfactory arguments with which to repel
the several allegations of Sindiah: though he allowed that
the Raja of Jodepore had refused to abide by the stipu-
tion contracted with the British government; which,
fevefore, would not interfere between him a.nd‘ Slndm}L
e then proceeded to give a list of offences, thirteen in
%‘Embel', with which Sindiah was chargeable toward the
Hitish state. .
Pixst, after remaining at Boorhanpore, tll towards the
2d of " the year 1804, Sindiah, instead of proceeding to
tlth capital, in conformity with the pressing instances of
© Resident, and his own repested promises, for the
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00K VL purpose of co-operating with the British govermment,dire
citar-xir. ed his march towards the territory of Bhopeul, where he
was not only remote from the scene of utility, bub posi-
1805,  tively injurious, by alarthing and robbing one of the
British allies.
" Secondly, nobwithstanding the repeated remonstrances
of the Resident, a vakeel of Holkar was allowed to remaiit
in Sindiah's camp; and Sindiah’s minister maintained
with him a constant clandestine intercourse.

Thirdly, Sindial’s officers, at Oujein, instead of yielding
any assistance to the operations of Colonel Murray, h
obstructed them. .

Fourthly, two of Sindiah’s commanders had deserted
from the British army, and had served with the enemy
during almost the whole of the war,

Fifthly, Sindiah, notwithstanding his complaint of the
want of resources, had augmented his army as the powers
of the enemy declined, thereby exciting a suspicion 9
treacherous designs.

Sixthly, the heinous outrage had been committed of
attacking and plundering the camp of the British Resident,
without the adoption of & single step towards compen-
sation, or atonement, or even the discovery and pum'Bh'
ment of the offenders.

The remaining articles in tho list were either of mino®
importance, or so nearly, in their import, coincident with
some of the articles mentioned above, that it appears
unmnecessary to repeat them,

The Clovernor-General declared; “By all these acts
your Highness has manifestly violated, not only the obligd”
fions of the treaty of defensive alliance, but also of the
treaty of peace” According to this declaration, it was
the forbearance alone of the British government, which
prevented the immediate renewal of war.

The next step which was taken by Sindiah, pruducﬂd
expectation that hostilities were near. On the 22nd
March, 1805, he announced, officially, to the British Rer
sident, his resolution of marching to Bhurtpore, with the
intention of interposing his mediation, for the restoratio?
of peace, between the British government and its enemio®
“To proceed,” says the Governor-General, “ab the hes

of an army to the seat of hostilies, for the purpose of




Oy inconsistent with the nature of his engagements, but cuar. xui,

sulting to the honour, and highly dangerous to the
Il}temgf,s, of the British government” In the instruc-
tions, however, which the Governor-General issued upon

8 emergency, he was extremely anxious to avoid the ex-
.tI'Bmity of war, unless in the case of actnal aggression,
But he desmed it necessary to make immediate arrange-
Inents for seizing the possessions of Sindiah, if that chief-
tain should proceed to extremities. Colonel Close was
Vested with the ssme powers which had formerly been
confided to General Wellesley ; and orders were issued
to the officers commanding the subsidiary force at Poonah,
and at Hyderabad, to ocoupy, with their troops, the posi-
tions most favorable for invading the southern dominions
of Sindiah. The force in Guzerat, which had been weak-
ened by the detachment sent bo co-operate in the war
against Holkar, was reinforced, with a view as well to
defence, as to seize whatever belonged to Sindish in
Quzerat, and its vieinity. Upon some further disclosure
Of the hostile, or, at least, the unfriendly councils of Sin-
diak, the Commander-in-Chief was instructed to oppose
the march to Bhurtpore, as what, “under all the circum-
Stances of the case, constifuted not only a declaration of
War, but a violent act of hostility”?

!The preposterons folly of Sindiah in thus unitiufg with Holkar when all
Prospect of success had vanished, is explained by the life of Ameer Khan: this
ermination must have been formed some time before e annouuced his in-
‘rf“ll(all of marching to Bhurtpore; and when he announced liis intention he
Uy expected that the Rajs was still at war with the English, = The treaty
it thie Raja was not concluded until the 17th of April: and although nego-
Yations Tnd commoneced on the 10th of March, this was a secret 1o both
Holjcay and Ameer Khan, and the Raja was at the same time earrying on ne-
Butiations with Sindiah, for at his request Ameer Khan was sent with oI.h‘nr s
Neyrrence to Subbrlghur, to expedite arrangements for bringing up Dowlut
Rio Sinliah, This waé as Jate as the 7th of April; by which dafe Sindiah bad
bived ar Subbulghuy, on his way te, Bhuripore. After Ameer Khan's
u‘l‘ﬂrlum, and * when Serjee ltao Ghoutka had arrived near to Bémm.are‘
e Raju, Anding it impossible to keep his socret Jnger, maule It knoi 1o
©wrint Rao Hojkar, telling him thut he fiad smade his terins some ¢ e betore
;{iu-' the English.”  Sindinh, therefore, liad been led into the un.uéc ¥ the
4 of Bhuripore: who had been treacherous to his late nllhmf. i dc:ﬂrleg
12 Mahratias, when they could o longer whiolly disavow shieir prococdings,
gy fortunate that the Jaut foond it his intercst not to deceive the English,
had he npon the near approach of Sindiah broken off the negotiation and
Umed Liostilfties, Tord Ladke, with Tiis army dispirited and weakoned by the
Slage. wordd hiave Meen mwikwarily situated, between the forces of Bhuripora
;\h& thiose of Holkar and Ameer Khiin on the one hand, ruld‘ thoss of Dowlut
2 Stidial and Ambajee Inghia_on the other. That it was Dowlnt Rao's
Uention (o fall upon the rear of the Eughisl aruy, bl be fonnd, ns' he

1808,
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The Governor-General, in the event of a war, now re-

_cnap. xnz. solved to reduce the power of Sindiah to what he calls

1805.

“the lowest scale)’ He observes, that the principle of
compensation, which had regulated the terms of the former
treaty, “had proved inadequate to the purposes of British
security, and that the restraints imposed by the provisions
of the treaty of peace upon Dowlut Rao Sindiah’s means
of mischief were insufficient-—that another principle of
pacification must therefore be assumed; that Sindiah
must not be permitted to retain the rights and privileges
of an independent state ; nor any privileges to an extend
that might at a future time enable him to injure the
British or their allies ; and that the British government
must secure the arrangement by establishing a direch
control  over the acts of his government — experienc®
having sufficiently manifested, that it was in vain to place
any reliance on the faith, justice, sincerity, gratitude, or
honour of that chieftain ”— he might have added, or any
chieftain of his nation or country.

No declaration can be more positive and strong of the
total inefficacy of the system of defeusive alliance.
there is here a declaration of what was not sufficient for
British security, namely, the system of defensive alliance
g0 there is a declaration of what alone 7s sufficient, namely
the total prostration and absolute dependence of every sui~
rounding power. This, however, we have more than onc®
had oceasion to observe,is conquest— conquest in one of the
worst of its shapes : worst, both with respect to the peopl®
of India, as adding enormously to the villanies of their
own species of government, instead of imparting to them
the blessings of a hetter one ; and the people of England,
a8 loading them with all the cost of governing and defend-

ing the conntry, without giving them all the revenues.
= A

expected, hostilities still in progress at Bhurtpore, cannict be reasonabl yduubw{‘
nntwithstanding his amicable professions.  Ameer Khan declares, in

of the subseqnent separation of the Mahraita chiefs, that “ Sindiah hiroke:
from the treaty of offensive and defensive alliance against the English,” wi

15 & confession that such an alliance had been formed. Life, 273,

! No argument against Lord Wellesley's system of defensive alliance can Lt
drawn from the transaetions with Sindiah, for no such allinuce with him, 02
the principle of military control, had been formed.  The treaty with him co2”
templated him as an entively independent prince, and left him full power oF
both his eivil and military administration; his incapability of exercising
power, except to his own fiurt and the injury of his neighbours, was an 8rg%”
mantin favour of that sort of control which Lond Wellesley sought to astablish



'ABLE PROFESSIONS OF SINDIAH, Lll

S5 continued his march to the northward, and on BOOK VI.
the 29th of March had advanced with all his cavalry and cmar. s,

datees to Subbulghur, on the river Chumbul, leaving

18 battalions and guns in the rear. Hisforee at this time
Was understood by the British government to consist of
¢ight or nine thousand cavalry, 20,000 Pindarees, and
Rominally eighteen battalions of infantry with 140 guns,
allin 4 very defective state of discipline and equipment.
On the 315t of March he had advanced about eighteen
miles in g north-easterly direction from Subbulghur. Here

€ was joined by Ambajee; and the British Resident in

S camp, understanding that it was his intention to cross
the Ohumbul with his cavalry and Pindarees, leaving the
baﬂfm and heavy baggage of the army under the pro-
tection of Ambajee, requested an audience. His object
Was to represent to Sindiah the impropriety of crossing
the Chumbul, and the propriety of waiting for Colonel
01_030’ who was expected soon to arrive on an important
Inission from the capital of the Raja of Berar. The pro-
Positions of the British agent were received with the most
Amhicable professions on the part of Sindiah and his minis-
ters; who represented, that the embarrassment of his
~Hances was 8o great as to prevent him from returning to
Sffect the mettlement of his country; that his march
t°“_’ﬂl'ds Bhurtpore was intended solely to accelerate the
Arival of peace; but that, if the British government
Would make any arrangement for the velief of his urgent
i”_‘j‘iﬁjitics, he would regulate his proceedings agreeably

?ﬁ“‘l Which had been saccessfully established in the case of the Peshwa. There

H“ﬂ doubt that the Peshwa was in seerct, communication with Sindlsh and
thy oo throughont the whole of these transactions: and Tad it not been for
bey check fmposed upon him by the subsidiary force, he would probably have
of 148 tronblesome as his neighbonrs. As far, therefore, s the great objecy
the Wellesley's systom, the preservation of peace in Indla, was concerned,
Oblj Jectrrences proved that it was uot to be d by any inter o of

:ﬂlimm on the reciprocal footing of equal independence. This had never been
by ted, and the effleacy of the system of defensive sllisnce was not impeached

Hou @ €vents that had occurred, nor was it denied by Lord W ellesley s deciara-
in

- On the contrary, it was afiymed by It. Lord Wellesley doclared thnt
thug ) ™ to Sindigh it must be inforeed, that he must not be longer allowed
lnlﬂ.;jm"‘? of indapendence which he had abused ; that all military means of
thia ool must be taken away from him, This may be called by what name
foferthor pleases, but this was all along the essential part of the system of
to 51,51“3 alliange, sud it eannot be said to have proved ineffective in regard

n;‘]‘.i » 88 It had not been tried. All that had been snbstantlated by our
Wity ;‘;‘g, had been that no alliance of any kind mvur_cru!\} be mudntained
Werg mn:‘;f_:}‘l"@n whom no obligations wire binding, With whom no treaties
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+10 its desires. A copy of a letter to the G
paxyir’ General was also read, in which reparation was promised |
——— for the outrage on the Resident’s camp.

1805. This conference, when reported to the Governor-General,
appeared to him to indicate & more submissive turn in
the councils of Sindiah; the Resident was accordingly
instructed, to inform the chieftain, that the atonement
offered for the outrage was accepted; that the disiresses
of his government would be relieved by pecuniary aid;
if he would act in co-operation with the British govern-
ment ; and that he could do this, only by returning to #he
southward, and employing himself in the seizure of the
remaining possessions of Holkar in Malwa.

On the 2ud of April, Sindiah marched about eight miles
in a retrograde direction towards Subbulghur ; leaving the
whole of his baggage and bazars under the charge of
Ambajee. On the 3rd, the Resident was visited bY
Sindiah’s vakeel, whose commission was, to importun®
him on the subject of pecuniary relief. A discussion
ensued on the two points, of receiving money, and defer:
ring the declared intention of crossing the Chumbul and
proceeding to Kerowly, till the arrival of Colonel Close:
The result was, an agreement on the part of Sindiah, t0
yeturn and wait at Subbulghur, and on that of the
British Resident, to afford a certain portion of pecuniaty
aid.

On the 7th of April, Ameer Khan departed from Bhurt:
pore, with the avowed intention of joining the army 9
Sindiah, On the same day, the minister of Sindll_
marched towards Bhurtpore with a large body of Sit”
dial’s Pindarees, and a considerable part of his cavalrfs
Information was sent to the Resident, thut the propos®
mediation was the object of the march.

On the 11th, General Lake received a letter from the
said minister, who lad arrived at Weir, a town situsé
about fifteen miles S.W. of Bhurtpore, stating that as t1°
British Resident in the camp of Sindish had express d
desire for the mediation of his mgster, he had commath e
him to proceed for that purpose to Bhurtpore. The Brifis!
(leneral replied, that, peace having been concluded W
the Raja of Bhurtpore, the advance of the minister “
Sindiah was unnecessary, and might subvert the relatio




2 ‘% HOLKAR JOINS SINDIAH.
it ¥y between the British government and his master; BOOK VI,

L

0 whom it, was highly expedient that he should veturn. emae. xn.

hotwithstanding this, he advanced on the 12th, with a
Small party of horse, within a few miles of Bhurtpore,
Whenee he transmitted a message to the Raja, soliciting
& Personal conference, which the Raja declined. The
Ininister then returned to Weir. Holkar, who. had been
obliged, on the submission of the Raja, to leave Bhurt-
Pore, joined him, at this place, with three or four thou-
sand exhansted cavalry, nearly the whole of his remaining
force; and both proceeded towards the camp of Sindiah
at Subbulghur,

The advance of the minister, immediately after the
master had agreed to halt, the Governor-General regarded
as an evasion and a fraud. The conduct of Sindiah, and
Some intercepted letters, taken from an agent of Sindiah,
despatched to Holkar, toward the close of the month of
x arch, convinced the Governor-General of a coincidence
1 the views of these two chiefs. And, whether they
united their forces for the sake of obtaining better terms
of peace, or for the purpose of increasing their abilities
for war; as it would be of great importance for them,
in either case, to prevent an accommodation between the
British goyernment and Runjeet Sing, it was not doubted
that the design of Sindish to proceed to Bhurtpore had
that prevention for its end.! On the 11th, the 14th, and
the 15th of April, Bappojee Sindiah, Ameer Khan, and
Holkar, respectively, joined the camp of Sindish, who
offered to the British Resident a frivolous pretext for
affording a cordial veception to each. He affirmed that

lolkar, who had determined, he said, to renew his invasion
of the British territories, had, in compliance with his per-
uasions, abandoned that design, and consented to accept

S mediation for the attainment of peace.

On the 21st of April, the Commander-in-Chief, with the
Whole of his army, moved from Bhurtpore, toward the
Position of the united chiefs; snd signified his desire to
the British Resident, that he would take the earliest op-
bortunity of quitting Sindialk’s camp. The necessity of

easure appeared to him the stronger from a recent

i
3 As mentioned in the note he had advanced in no expectation of preventing
PLACe, but in full balfef that the war continued —W.

1805,
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; Ij,;éént- Holkar had seized the person of Ambajee, for the

« purpose of extorting from him a sum of money ; an au-
dacity to which he would not have proceeded, in the very
camp of Sindiah, without the consent of that chieftain,
and a perfect concurrence in their views.!

On the 27th, in consequence of instructions from the
Commander-in-Chief, the British Resident solicited an
interview with Sindiah; and he thought proper to give
notice that the object of it was, to require the return of
Sindiah from the position which he then occupied, and his
separation from Holkar. The evening of the same day
was appointed ; but, when it arrived, the attendance of
the Resident was not demanded. All that day, and the
succeeding night, great alarm and confusion prevailed in
Sindiah’s camp ; for it was reported that the British army
was near. On the morning of the 28th, Sindiah and Hol-
kar, with their respective forces, began to retreat with
great precipitation ; and pursued a difficult march, for
several days, during which heat and want of water de:
stroyed a great number of men, to Shahpore, a town in
the direct route to Kotah, aud distant from that place
about fifty miles.

The resolution, which this retreat suggested to the
Governor-General, was “ To adopt the necessary measures
for cantoning the army at its several fixed stations, In his
judgment,” he says, “this measure, properly arranged,
might be expected fo afford sufficient protection to the
British possessions even in the event of a war ; and the
best security for the preservation of peace would be,”
(not the system of defensive alliance, but) “such a distri=
bution of the British armies as should enable them to act
against the ememy with vigour and celerity, if Sindiah
should commence hostilities, or Holkar again attempt to

A eurious and characteristic account of Ambajee’s selzure js given by
Ameer Khan, It was effected |by him under the orders of Holkar, and with
the express permission of Simlish, Dowlut Rao observed, * Ambajee Inglidy
who profisses to be my servant and has lacs of rupees in ready maney by him,
will give no aid.  1f you can contrive a way of extorting money from him you
have the permission, but the half must be given to me.” Ambajee was coli
fined anid tortured ; he pted to destroy himsel, but did pot sueceed. HO
was at last obliged to purchase his liberation by the payment of thirty-eighb
or seeording to some accounts, Afty-five lacs of rupees. Ambajec Inglia was
in 1 insty tal in sowing a dissension between Sindiali and
Holkar, and inducing the former to make his peace with the English, bY
abandoning his ally. Life of Ameer Khan, 271, 273.—W.
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e tranquillity of the British territories. At the BOOK VI.
fame time this arrangement would afford the means of cuar. xux
ecting a material reduction of the heavy charges inci- =
dent o a state of war” Yet he had argned, in defence of 1805
e former war, that to keep the British army in a state ;
:L“Bﬁunca would be nearly as expensive as a state of

On the 10th of May, Sindiah and Holkar re-commenced
their retreat to Kotah ; while the demand was still evaded
of the English Resident for leave to depart from Sindiah’s
famp.  The opinjon entertained by the Governor-General
of the state of Sindiah's councils, at the time when he
arranged the cantonment of the British troops, is thus
SXpressed, in his own words :—* The weakness and the
Indolence of Sindiah’s personal character, combined with
018 habits of levity and debauchery, have gradually sub-
Jected him to the uncontrolled influence of his minister,

erjec Rao Ghautka; a person of the most profligate prin-
@iples, and whose cruelty, violence, and abandoned eon-
uct, have rendered him odious to whatever remains of
m?mdable among the chiefs attached to Sindiah. Ghaut-
ka’s porsonal views, and irregular and disorderly disposi-
on, are adverse to the establishment of Sindiah's
government upon any settled basis of peace and order.
Utka is {herefore an enemy to the treaty of alliance
Subsisting between Dowlut Rao Sindiah and the Honour-
vompany. Under the guidance of such perverse
Souncils the interests of Dowlut Rao Sindizh have actually

I sacrificed by Ghautka to those of Jeswunt Rao

ol ; and it appears by the report of the acting Resi-

ent, contained in his despateh of the 9th of May, that in’

o n-.bf;ence of Serjee Rao (thautka, the functions of the
B 18trabion are actually discharged by Jeswunt Rao

O]kﬂ'[""

W_it.h respact to Holkar, the Governor-General was of
Dp‘“?mﬂ, that his turbulent disposition and predatory

' would never allow him to submib to restraint, ¢ ex-
iet};itmg only in the last extremity of ruined fortune :”
£ d that, a5 no terms of acoommodation, such as he would

cept, cotdd be offered to him, without the appearance of
o Heession, ng arrangement with Lim ought to be thought
» ¥5cept on terms previously solicited by himself, and
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uch as would deprive him of the means of di
1. the possessions of the British government and its allies,

He predicted, and there was abundant reason for the
anticipation, that the eonfederacy between Hglkar and
Sindiah would be of short duration. In that case, pro-
vided Sindiah abstained from actual aggression upon the
British state or its allies, the existing treaty of peace
might still, he thought, be preserved.!

About the beginning of June, the confederate chieftains
proceeded in a westerly direction towards Ajmere. For
the countenance or aid they had received, or might be
expected to receive, in that quarter, from the petty princes
who Had entered into the Governor-General's systei 0
alliance, that Governor provided the following legitimate
apology :—“ The conduct of the petty chiefs of Hindostarh
and of the Rajpoot states must necessarily be regulated
by the progress of events. None of these chiefs pos-
sesses singly the power of resisting the forces of the
confederates, and any effectual combination among those
chiefs is rendered impracticable by the nature of their
tenures, by their respective views and prejudices, and by
the insuperable operation of immemorial usages and cus-
toms., They are therefore compelled to submit o exac
tions enforced by the vicinity of a superior force,
their preservation and their intercsts are concerned in
supporting the cause of that power, which, engaged in @
contest with another state, appears to be successful, an
in abstaining from any opposition to either of the belli-
gerent powers which possesses the means of punishing
their resistance? In contracting alliances with the petty
states of Hindustan, the British government has never
entertained the vain expectation of deriving from them
the benefits of an active opposition to the power of the
Mahratta chieftains, or even of an absolute neutralitys
excepting under circumstances which should enable us to
protect them against the power of the enemy. Ab the
same time the actual or expected superiority and sueoces®

! Printed papers, ut supra, No. 93 ¢ Extract of & Letter from the Governior:
General, 7th June, 1805, relative to Gualivy and Gohad, with enclosures:
P 167=203; and a copy of & lefter from ditto, 3lst May, with enclosi
. b—148,—M. Duospatches, iv. 535.—W.

2 Qowmpare with these grounds of zmetion, those Jaid down by Mr. Jlasting®
in Tegard to the Hohitlas,
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erates can alone induce those states to unite BOOK VvI.

. rhions with those of the enemy in active opera- ciap. xmw
tiong Against the British power” It is not easy to see, S
what utilility could exist in alliances, of which these were 1805
to be the only results.!

In the early part of June, intelligence was transmitted
%0 the Governor-General by the Resident in Sindiah’s
famp, whom Sindiah, in spite of reiterated applications,

still detained, of the probability of an important
ehange in the councils of that chieftain, by the dismission
OF Serjeo Rao Ghantka, the minister, and the appointment
of Arabajee in his stead. Though it appeared that the
Ascendancy of Holkar in the councils of Sindiah was the
€ause of the expected change,® the Governor-General was
18posed to believe that it increased all the probabilities
Lik speedy dissolution of the confederacy ; as Ambajee,
¥ was likely, would favour the projects of Holkar mo
onger than necessity required.

 On the 17th of June, the acting Resident delivered to
Sindiah a legter from the Commander-in-Chief, declaring,
if he were not permitted to quit the camp in ten

%, the relations subsisting between the two states
Would be regarded as no longer binding on the British
BOVernment. In some supposed inconsistency in the

‘“_59!'8 of the Governor-Ceneral and the Commander-in-
(‘I_”"-f, Sindiah found a pretext for delay, requiring time

- apply for elucidation to the Commander-in-Chief,

pretext on this ground being removed, the Governor-

: concluded, that, if Sindish any longer persisted in
his refusal to dismiss the Resident, it was a sufficient

! This suy, ; be derived from a liberal polie
Tha uﬂ“,ﬁm that no advantaga s to be pollcy

; Wer stood In no need of the aid of the peity Rajpoot atd
Mabivatta. trinees of Hindustan ; but the lsttor stoodl in urgent need of the
m‘“‘_‘ﬂhll UL powerful and benevolent state ngainst the Inwless and merciloss
?{?‘ A und cruelties of such frecbooters as Jeswunt Rao Holkar and Ameer
h An, and gyey Sindiah himself. To vield them protection was an act of
b:‘llhnauty #id of policy, for it seonred the tranguility of India, sud all the
xar 8 which cowld mint fail 'to yesult from a friendly and. safe internatiose)
wclm:at Af the yroducts of prosperity. Althongh not necessary, alse, it
of 0L be denied tht the command and direction of the resonrces of & number
stro ML atates, sxorcised by u great ome, contribute to the resources ang
mm“ﬂh of the latter, - Ouee confident of the abitity and the will of the British
om0 ¥ield them protection, the petty states of Hindustan have been ready
SORRAR 19 enlist under fo nriors and reinfores its armies,—.,
faap s, ¥88 & mistako; §t was the resentment of Ambajee agalnst Holkar
mj B2Ve Lim. weight with Sindiah, he, himsolf, having canse to regvet his
#1 Wt that chief, and to aread its consequences,—W,
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VE proof of the necessity of war; and if war had
. necassary, that it should not be delayed. Instructions

were, therefore, addressed to the Commander-in-Chief, by
which he was directed to be prepared for active operations
against the confederate forces of Sindiah and Holkar, as
soon as the season should admit,

On the 27th of June, the last of the days allowed to
precede the departure of the Resident agreeably to the
demand of the Commander-in-Chief, he was visited by
one of the principal servants of Sindiah. The object of
the conference was, to prevail upon the Resident to wave
his demand of dismission, On this oceasion, the strongest
professions of amicable intentions with respect to the
British government were made on the part of Sindiah j
and his extreme reluctance to part with the Resident was
asoribed to the appearance which would thence arise of
enmity between the states; while he would by no means
allow, that detention could be considered as a sufficient
motive for war.!

‘Thus stood the relations between the British state and
the Mahratta chiefs, when the Marquis Cornwallis arrived
in India. In the month of Decomber, 1803, the Marquis
Wellesley had notified to the Court of Divectors his inten-
tion of resigning the government of India, and of return-
ing to Europe, as soon as the negotistions with Dowlub
Rao Sindiah, and the Raja of Berar, should be conducted
to a conclusion. The hostilities, in which the Company
became involved with Holkar, induced him to defer the
execution of his infentions ; and, even in the month of
March, 1805, though he expressed his increasing solicitudé
in the declining state of his health, fo be relieved from
the cares and toils of government, and to return to a moré
gonial climate, he declared his resolution not to abandof
his post, till the tranguillity and order of the Britis
empire in India should rest on a secure and permanent
basis? Before this time, however, measures had been
contemmplated in England for a change in the administras
tion of India. The Directors, and the Ministry them=

1 Deapateh of the Governor-General, dated 30th July, 1805, with its en-
closures, No, 23, ut saprs, P, 227—248.—3.  Dospatches, iv, 602, Also,vol. ¥+
P, 185, 44— W,

2 No. 23, ut supra, p.253.
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JCCESSION OF LORD CORNWALLIS.

Fasyt &gan to be alarmed at the accumulation of the BOOE VI.

upon the Company. Lord Wellesley was regarded as a
Yery expensive and ambitious ruler ; the greater part of
administration had been a scene of war and conquest ;
wvar and conquest in India had been successfully held forth
‘0 the British nation, as at once hostile to the British
Interests, and cruel to the people of India ; with & ruler,
Possessing the dispositions of Lord Wellesley, it was sup-~
Posed, that the chances of war would always outnumber the
SHances of peace ; the popular voice, which often governs
t!:e cabinets of princes, ascribed a character of modera-
101 and sageness to the Marquis Cornwallis; and to
f-hoae who longed for peace and an overflowing exchequer
n India, it appeared that the return of this nobleman
Would afford o remedy for every disorder. Though bend-
g under years and infirmities, his own judgment, and
that of the parties on whom the choice depended, suc-
“Ceeded in sending him, in the prospect to a probable, in
the event to.an actual, grave. )
@ arrived at Caleutta on the 30th of July, 1805, and
on the same day took the oaths in Council, and assumed
th? government. On the first of Augnst, he announced
'S event to the Secret Committee of the Court of Di-
,ie*’fﬂﬁf, in an overland despatch; in which he added,
:.Fmdmg, Yo my great concern, that we are still at war
with Holkar, and that we can hardly be said to be at
Deace with Sindiah, I have determined to proceed immedi-
2 l:y to the upper provinces, that I may be at hand to
V81l myself of the interval which the present rainy season
it o, Ceasion in our military operations, to endeavour, if
48 be done without a sacrifice to our honour, to termi-
Date, by negotiation, a contest, in which the most brilliant
Shoe® e afford us no solid benefit, and which, if it
w];?ju.ld continue, must involve us in pecuniary difficulties
c_‘h We gha}l hardly be able to surmount.”
: .:c‘”‘t"nthof the condemnation, thus speedily p;n;
: on the policy of his predecessor, was somewha
I°‘1uwom1, 8 Imwfmg migltjlt be, either that so much
m:aﬂ already boen gained in the contest, that no

VOL.VI?W would be of an.; ;dvautage ; or, that it was

1an debt, and the pecuniary difficulties which pressed cmae, xu,

1805.



cnar i success could afford no solid benefit.” !

1805,

L,

Lord Cornwallis lost no time in commencing his journey
to the upper provinces. In a letter of his, dated on the
river, August 9th, 1805, he informed the Court of Direcs
tors, that “one of the first objects to which his attention:
had been directed, was, an inquiry into the state of theif
finances, The result,” he says, ¢ of this inquiry affords the
most discouraging prospects ; and has convinced me, that
unless some very speedy measures are taken to reduce o1t
expeuses, it will be impossible to meet with effect the
contifigency of a renewed war with Sindiah and thost
powers who may be disposed to confederate with him-
The only source of relief to which it appeared that be
could have immediate recourse, was the reduction of 8%
many as possible of the irregular troops.

‘Among the measures of Lord Wellesley, already de-
seribed, for reducing the power of the Mahratta princes ab
the commencement of the war, was that of encouraging
by offers of engagement in the British service, the officers:
employed by these princes, to desert with their froop®
The number of those who came over to the British service
became at last very considerable; and the expense exceet=
ingly severe. Measures had been taken to lessen the bur~
den before the close of the late administration ; and the
expense had been reduced from the sum of 5,83,669 Tupees:
per month, to that of 3,90,455. The expense appeare
and with justice, in so very serious a light to Lord Corty
wallis, that the troops in question he declared, * W“‘_ﬂd
certainly be less formidable if opposed to the British-
government in the field, than while they remained 50 dis~
tressing & drain upon its resources.” A formidable %
pediment, however, opposed the dismission even of thos®
fo whom the faith of the government was in no degr®®
pledged ; because their pay was several months in arrels
as well as that of the rest of the army, and there Was B
money in the treasury for its discharge. In this exigen
the Governor-General resolved to retain the breasur®
which the Directors had sent for China; and app

! It can scarcely be thought that the latter explanation was inlnndﬂdiﬂ be,
the actual state of the contest it was nel inapplicable. Kothing w88 Pl
sainedd from Holkar; and there was no object desired in further reducing
power of Sindiah,—W. ?

Fa

|
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is intention by his letter, dated on the 9th of BOOK VI.
August, In another letter, dated on the 28th of the omar.xur
“a1e month, he says, “T have already represented to your ——
nourable Committee, the extreme pecuniary embarrass-  1805..
1oents in which I have found this government involved ;
every part of the army, and every branch of the public
CPartments attached to it, even in their present stationary
Positions are suffering severe distress, from an accumula-
Hon of arrears ; and if, unfortunately, it should become
Indispensably necessary to put the troops agein in motion,
rdly know how the difficulties of- providing funds for
Such an event, are to be surmounted.” ! )
© next part of the late system of government, in
which the Governor-General thought it necessary to inter-
foro, was the scheme of alliances. On that subject, his
sentiments differed widely from those of the ruler who had
gone before him.
In a letter dated the 20th of J uly, 1805, Colonel Close,
ident at, Poonah, had stated to the Governor-General,
that Ho had obtained an interview with one of the Pprin-
“ipal officers of the Peshwa's government, “with whom,”
5458 he, “T conyersed largely on the present distracted
conduct of the Poonah government ; pointing out to him,
t owing to the want of capacity and good intention on
* the part of the Dewan, the Peshwa, instead of enjoying
that case of mind and honourable comfort, whioh his alli-
4000 with the British government was caleulated to bestow
gpon him, was kept in a constant state of anxiety, either
Y Temongtrances necessarily made to his Dewan by the
fibish R&sitlent, or by the disobedience and wicked con-
et of the DPersons placed by the Dewan in the civil and
Militayy chavge of his Highness's territories, which, in-
::L‘ad of yielding a revenuo for his Highness's trensury,
olf‘“t °I.‘I? t0 maintain a set of abandoned men, whose firet
Ject iy obt-a.ining authority to assemble bands of free-
Hiohm’ and whe then, acting for themselves, hold his
g eS8 government at deSance.” _ _
0l deflpatch from the Marquis Cornwallis to Celonel
988, signe by the secretary to Government, and dated

Houge &1 Tettors from the ato Marquis Cornwailis, &, ordered by the
mdﬂgé.::;,“‘n';“:“’ 10 be printed, 10th Febraary, 1808, p.3, 4, and 6, For
%d@r«in-m:‘j:jr reguiar troops by Lord Wellesley, see the lottor of the‘

! Coping of

T, No, 23, ut supra, p. 242,
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VI on the river near Plassey, the 18th of August, 1805, says,

cnap, xi11, % The information which the Governor-General has ob-

1805,

tained since his Lordship’s arrival at Fort William, respect-
ing the state of affairs at the court of Poonah, and especially
the communications eontained in your despatches above
acknowledged, have enabled his Lordship to form a correct
judgment of the condition of his Highness the Peshwa’s
government, His Lordship observes, with deep concern,
the utter inefficiency of the Peshwa’s authority to main-
tain the allegiance and subordination of his officers and
subjects ; to secure the resources of his counry; or fo
command the services ‘of his troops. His Highness is
compelled to solicit the interference of the British govern-
ment, to repress civil commotion among the public officers
of his government, and to provide the means of paying
the troops which, by treaty, he is pledged to furnish for
the service of the war. His Highness himself, solicitous
only of personal ease and security, seems disposed to leav®
to the British government the internal regulation of his
dominions, and the suppression of that anarchy and con~
fusion which is the necessary result of a weak and ineffi-
cient government—We are thus reduced to the alternatives
either of mixing in all the disorder and contentions, inc*™
dent to the lcose and inefficient condition of the Peshwi
administration ; or of suffering the government and do-
minion of his Highness to be completely overthrown bY
the unrestrained effects of general anarchy and rebellion—
Under such circumstances, the alliance with the Peshw®
far from being productive of any advantage to the Com
vany, must involve us in inextricable difficulty, and becom®®
an intolerable burden upon us.” ;
The Governor-General alludes to certain eircumstanced”
but the question is, whether these very circumstances are
not the natural result of such an alliance, not with t-h;
Peshwa exclusively, but any one of the native states; 8
whether there is any rational medium between nbstineﬂ::
from all connexion with these states, and the avo™
conquest of them ; the complete substitution, at eno®
the British government to their own wretched syst®®
of misrule. i
The Governor-General recurs to his former opiﬂ-""”{‘a
reapecting the impolicy of all connexion with the Mahrab
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s ious of which the reason was not confined to BOOK Vi,

tta states ; and he says, “It must be in your emap.xnm

zecollection, that, during Marquis Cornwallis’s former ad-

Ainistration, his Lordship, foreseeing the evils of mixing 1805,
10 the Jabyrinth of the Mahratta politics, and Mahratta
obtentions, sedulously avoided that sort of conmexion
With the Peshwa’s government, which was calculated to
10yolve the Company in the difficulties and embarrass-
ments of our actual situation. The evils, however, which
8 Lordship then anticipated from such an alliance,
appear to his Lordship to have been exceeded by those
Which haye actually oceurred under the operation of the

treaty of Bassein.

be views of Lord Cornwallis were less clear and
d'Bcided with regard to the Nizam, although his observa-
tions, addressed to the Resident at Hyderabad, under date
the 21t of August, 1805, announced the existence of the
Bme evils, resulting from the alliance with the Nizam, as
Tesulted from that with the Peshwa ; that is, a total dis-
Solution of the energies of government, in the hands of
© Dative prince, and the necessity, on the part of the
t‘lﬁh,. of exercising all the functions of government
Bnder infinjte disadvantages. “The Governor-General”
5958 that address, “observes, with great regret, the degree
of interference exercised by the British government,
rough the channels of its representative, in the internal
uisgtration of the government of Hyderabad. It ap-
Pears to his Lordship to have entirely changed the nature
of the relations originally established between the British
EoVernment and the state of Hyderabad. His Lordship
18 aware, that this undesirable degree of interference and
a.at:auda_.ncy in the councils of the state of Hyderabad, is to
asoribed to the gradual decay of the energies of govern-
Josud ; Yo the defect, of efficient instruments of authority ;
_ © Circumstances which attended the nomination of
hi: ]:I['.m‘”ﬂt Ministers ; and to the personal character of
to hi;8 Secundar Jah,—But the evils which appear
Systen I}“‘:‘hhlp to be the necessary result of such a
Eﬁvemn{; Intorference and paramount ascendancy in the
Mainten ent o Hyderabad, greatly exceed those which the
2190 of that aystem is calculated to prevent—The
of & nature more extensive and more durable ;
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< VI. and affect the general interests and character of the British

ciar. xuL government, throughout the whole peninsula of India.

1803.

The evils of an opposite system are comparatively local
and temporary ; although rendered more dangerous at the
present moment, by the probable effects of a belief which,
however unjust, appears to be too generally entertained, of
a systematic design on the part of the British government,
to establish its control and authority over every state in
India.—It is the primary object of his Lordship's policy
to remove this unfavourable and dangerous impression, by
abstaining in the utmost degree practicable, consistently
with the general security of the Company’s dominions,
from all interference in the internal concerns of other
states. His Lordship considers even the preservation of
our actual alliances to be an object of inferior importance
to that of regaining the confidence, and removing the
jealousies and suspicions of surrounding states.”

In terms exactly correspondent, the Governor-(ieneral
wrote to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors.
In a letter enclosing the above despatches, dated on the
river near Raj Mahl, on the 28th of August, he says;
%One of the most important, and, in my opinion, not the
least unfortunate consequences of the subsisting state
of our alliance has been the gradual increasing 85
endancy of the British influence and authority, exer-
cised through the medium of our Residents, at the
courts of Poonah and Hyderabad. The weak and
wretehed state of the Peshwa's internal government can-
not be more forcibly deseribed than in the enclo
despateh, recently received from Colonel Close. And I
have reason to believe, that the authority of the Soubal
of the Decoan over his dominions is approaching fast 0
the same state of inefficiency and weakness. The evils
likely to ensue from the above statement are sufficiently
obvions ; but the remedy to be applied to them is unhap=
pily not so apparent.—In the hope, that by degrees, WO
may be able to withdraw ourselves from the disgracel
participation in which we should be involved, by mixilg
ourselves in all the intrigues, oppression, and chicanery ©
the active management of distracted and dislocated pro-
vinoes, I have ordered those letters to be addressed to the
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! at the courts of Hyderabad and Poonah, of which BOOK. VI,
“0ples arg hergwith enclosed.” ! CHAP. X111,
Th_ﬂ conduct which Lord Cornwallis determined to pur- 5
SU€, In regard to the relations between the British state — 1805.
o - the belligerent or contumacious chiefs, Holkar and
g‘m‘h&h’ was lastly disclosed. His sentiments on that sub-
Ject, were addressed in a despatch to General, then Lord
& on the 18th of September.
bi this he declared, that “ the first, and most important
object of his ttention was, a satisfactory adjustment of all
érences between the British government and Dowlut
0 Sindiah” To the accomplishment of this primary
Object of his desire, he conceived that two things only
“Perated in the character of material obstructions ; the
¢tention by Sindiah of the British Resident; and the
retention, by the British government, of the fortress of
ualior, and the province of Gohud.
he RBritish Governor had made up his mind with
regard to both causes of dissension. With regard to the
% hesays, «I deem it proper to apprize your Lordship,
. B8 & mere point of honour, I am obliged to compro-
;‘:’39: Or even to abandon, the demand which has been so
Blgii:ﬁy’ and so urgently made, for the release of the
anly ot wesidency, if it should ultimately prove to be the
Doi l°t5ta(‘-le %o a satisfactory adjustment of affairs with
saps, "}‘IR?O Sindiah” With regard to the second, he
otis t 18, in my decided opinion, desirable to abandon
% daij‘omsmon of Gualior, and our connexion with Gohud,
N]}and‘”_ﬁ-ly of any reference to a settlement of dif-
%it.:g's With Dowlut Rao Sindiah: I have, therefore, no
the lon in resolving to transfer to Dowlut Rao Sindiah
mPP:Smmn of that, fortress and territory.”
pmiﬁm:"%l‘dlug]y formed the basis of the scheme of
Part, Sing?n Planned by the Governor-General. On his
Jaghires u:lh Was to. be required to resign his claim to the
: the P:n Pensions, stipulation for which had been made
of Gghud,ﬁfied;ng treaty ; to make a provision ffnr the Rana
Tupces per :nn}:o extent of two and a half, or tuwa.]aca of
Sustaingg by 5 and to make compensation for the loss

' ¥ the plunder of the residency. On the other
—18, T8, nt Sipra,

» Ofdered to be prinked, 19th of February, 1808, p. 5,
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/hand, the Jyenegur tribute, amounting to the annual sum:

of three lacs of rupees, might be restored to Sindiah ; and
leave might be given him, to station a force in Dholepoor”
Baree, and Raja Kerree, the districts reserved to him i
the Doab, as the private estates of his family.

With regard to Jeswunt Rao Holkar, Cornwallis declared
it to be his intention to restore to that chieftain the whole
of the territories and possessions which had been con~
quered from him by the British arms,

Two important subjects of regulation yet remainedj
those, minor princes in the region of the Jumna, with
whom the British government had formed connexions *
and the territory to the westward and southward of Delli,
of which that government had not yet disposed. The plan
of the Governor-General was to give up both. He pur-
posed to divide the territory among the princes with
whom the British government had formed connexions
and to reconcile those princes to the renunciation ©
the engagements which the British government had
contracted with them, by the allurement of the terrl~
tory which they were aboub toreceive. His plan was t0
assign jaghires, in proportion to their clairas, to those
least consideration ; and to divide the remainder betwee
the Rajas of Macherry and Bhurtpore. He meant thab
the British government should remain wholly exempt fron®
any obligation to ensure or defend the possession of the
territories which it thus conferred. He expressed a hop®
that those princes, by means of » union among them~
selves, might, in the reduced condition of Sindiah, have
sufficient power for their own defence. “But even the
probability,” he adds, “of Sindiah's ultimate suocess
would not, in my opinion, constitute a sufficient objectio™
to the proposed arrangement ; being satisfied of the exp®”
diency even of admitting into the territories in questioh
the power of Dowlut Rao Sindiah, rather than we should
preserve any control over, or connexion with them.” AnY
attempt of Sindiah, in any circumstances, against the
British possessions in the Doab, he pronounced o be alt0-
gether improbable. And “gindiah’s endeavours,” he sa1¢
% 0 wresh their territories from the hands of the Rajas
Macherry and Bhurtpore may be expected to lay the fous”
dation of intermimable contests, which will afford ample
and permanent employment to Sindiah.”



een penned on the preceding day ; intended to inform cmap, xur

him that, as soon as he should release the British Resi-
dency, Lord Lake was authorized to open with him a
negotiation, for the conclusion of an arrrangement by
W]-:lic_'h Gualior and Gohud might revert to his; do-
minion.!
. Before these letters were received by the Commander-
in-Chief, the dismission of Serjee Rao Gautka from the
office of minister to Sindiah, and the appointment of
Ambajee, had for some time taken place. This event the
British yulers ascribed to the disappointment of Sindiah,
I the hopes with which they supposed that Serjee Rao
Gautks had nourished him, of finding in the union with
Holkar a force with which the English might be opposed.
Upon the dismission of Serjee Rao Gautka from the
Service of Sindigh, he repaired to the camp of Holkar,
Which for some time had been separated from that of
Sindiah, Tt was the interest, however, of Holkar, to pre-
Serve a connexion with Sindiah, which the latter was now
very desirous to dissolve, Holkar offered to give no
8ylum to the discarded minister, who in a short time left
dovmp, and repaired to the Deccan. Sindiah played the
Ouble part, so agreeable to eastern politics; and tem-
Parized with Holkar till he felt assured of s favourable
JUsbment of the subjects of difference between him and
¢ British state,
4 Sonshee Kavel Nyne was one of the confidential ser-
G:nt“ of Sindiah, who had been opposed to Serjee Rao
D Uka, and of course leaned to the British interests,
E':“Dg the ascendancy of Serjee Rao Gautka, Moonshee
Vel Nyne, from real or apprehended dread of violence,
5he[t,ﬂed from the dominions of Sindiah ; aufl had taken
& Sr nder the British government at Delhi. Upon the
gﬂmtz"t‘mﬂ-tfon, from the new chemor-\}ene[m_d to %ha
Way &]:?d‘""m*(}hief. of the altered tone of politics which
invitey tl;t t0 be introduced, Moonshee Kavel Nyne was
con the camp of the Commander-in-Ohief ; where it
3indiﬂ,famd’ that one of his relations .shuu.lc_l apeu\k‘ to
ﬂn-ough :;d explain to him the facility with which,
® Medium of Moonshes Kavel Nyne, he might
* Papers:(1805), ut supra, No. 11, p. 612,

1805,



HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. @I |

. open a negotiation, calculated to save him from the dan-

cmap. x111. gers with which he was encompassed. Sindiah was eager
~——— {0 embrace the expedient, and immediately sent proposals

1805,

through the medium of Kavel Nyne. By this contrivance
the British commander stood upon the vantage ground ;
and stated, that he could attend to no proposition, while
the British Residency was detained.! Upon this commu-
nication, the Residency was dismissed ; and was upon it8
march to the British territories, while the Commander-in-
Chief had forwarded to Sindiah a plan of settlement,
fashioned a little according to the views of the Governor-
General, before the Governor-General’s instructions of the
19th of September, and his letter to Sindiah, arrived in
the British camp.

Tmpressed by dread of the effects, which the manifesta-
tion of so eager a desire for peace, and the appearance O
indecision in the British councils, if, one proposal being
sent, another should immediately follow, might produce
upon Mahratta minds ; while ab the same time he was
strongly persuaded of the impolicy of the measures which
tha Governor-General had enjoined ; the Commander-in-
Chief took upon himself to detain the letter addressed t0
Sindish, and to represent to the Governor-General the
views which operated upon his mind.

Apologizing for the inferposition of any delay in carry™
ing the commands of the Governor-General into effect, Y,
the alteration which had taken place in the state of
affairs ; and announcing the actual transmission of a plad
of settlement which it was probable that Sindiah would
accept, the Commander-in-Chief proceeded to represed i
first, that it would be inconsistent with the interests ©
the British state to let the Mahrattas regain a footing
the upper provinces of India ; secondly, that it would
inconsistent with the justice and honour of the Brit
state to relinquish the engagements which it had formn®
with the minor princes on the Mahratta frontier.

1 By this rensonable show of policy, some of the mischief which was ll“‘i{
o have arisen from Lord Carnwallie's impatience to conclude s geﬁ’w
which he would have waved insisting upon the Resident's relcaze, an allo
e e o o armed force of his own in the. districts of the DOSY
were obvisted. Such a precipitancy would have been interpreted by P
as a proof of the weskness of the British government, and wonld h-de'
enconraged him to haye been still more insolent and exacting in

mands.—W.
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A ,BN e Mahrattas were thrown back from the Com- BOOK VI.
Pany’s frontier, to the distance originally planned, a cmaPp xum
strong barrier would be interposed against them in every
wrection, To the north-west, the countries of Hurrianah,  1805.
tﬁmeeh Jodepore, and the northern ports of Jeypore, and
© Shekawutee, dry, sandy, mountainous, and inhabited
J & warlike race, could not be crossed by a hostile army
Without the greatest difficulty and loss. The roads further
 Bouth, by Mewat or Bhurtpore, somewhat less impassable,
| aUt nore than 150 miles in length to the Jumna, through
Country with many difficult passes, strong towns, and a
Varlike anq predatory population, would, under a union
With the chiefy in that direction, and & well-established
.08 of defence on the part of the British government, be
"Mpracticable to a Mahratta army. Though, from the
Southery Part of the territories of Bhurfpore to the junc-
190 of the Chumbul with the Jumna, the approach from
Wa presented little difficulty, this line was short ; the
Dumbey of fords so far down the Jumna was much less
a&‘n higher up ; and a British corps, well posted, would
Oirl'de}dm this direction, all the security which could be

bylihthe Princes in this rogion were for a while protected
8

© British government, they would recover from that

hag bof disunion, poverty, and weakness, into which they
of ¢} ‘en thrown, partly by the poliey, partly by the vices
8oy ¢ Mahratta governments. If abandoned to them-
:3.’ they would soon be all subdued, either by Sindiah,
wﬁul?j{ma other conquering hero; and a state of things
to ¢y, be introduced, in the highest degree unfavourable
a: interests of the British government. “These petty
call iy ?ﬁml@ first quarrel with each other; would then
Spect; ¢ different native powers in their vicinity, to their
°°htend‘fe aid ; and large armies of irregulars would be
Vingey . & Upon the frontier of our most fertile pro-
10 e} 2g3inst whose eventual exvesses there would be
of em‘gﬁ“dﬁd security, but a military force in a state
People v b proparation” The military habits of the
Beace ?uéd thus be nourished, instead of those habits of
: r:;du“t"'y, whieh it was found by experience they
Wtention 01-'y to acquire, The Jumna, which it was the
e Governor-Gieneral to make the boundary
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of the British dominions, was not, as had been supposed,

CHAP. X1T, & barrier of any importance ; as above its junction with

the Chumbul, except during a few weeks in the year, it is
fordable in a variety of places, and would afford litile
security from the incursions of a predatory army, to the
provinces in the Doab, to Rohileund, or the countries of
the Vizir,

2. The personages on the further side of the Jumna;
Rajas, Zemindars, Jaghiredars, and others ; to whom the
Britishy faith had been formally pledged, were numerous.
From that pledge the British faith could not be released,
unless the opposite party either infringed the conditions
of the engagement, or freely allowed it to be dissolved.
“T am fully satisfied,” says the Commander-in-Chief, “that
no inducement whatever would make the lesser Rajas in
this quarter renounce the benefit of the protection of the
British government. Even such a proposition would ex-
cite in their minds the utmost alarm. They would, I fear,
consider it as a prelude to their being sacrificed %o the
object of obtaining a peace with the Mabrattas. :

‘With regard to the Rana of Gohud, he expressed him-
self convinced of the utter incapacity of that feeble-
minded person for the business of government ; and, with
respect to him, objected not to the arrangement which
the Governor-General proposed.

Before the Governor-Gleneral received this remonstrance,
he was incapable of discharging the funetions of govern-
ment. His health was impaired when he left England ;
and from the commencement of his journey from Calcutte,
had rapidly declined. On the 29th of September, he had
become too ill to proceed, and was remoyed from his bos
to a house in Gazeepore, a town in the district of Benares,
at which he had arrived. Accounts were despatched o
the Presidency, with intelligence that he could not survive
many days. The evil consequences towhich the state was
exposed by the absurdity of those, who, at an even
period, sent o man to govern India, just stepping into the
grave, without the smallest provision for an event so Pro”
bable as his death, began now to be seen, Two member®
alone of the Supreme Council, Sir George Barlow, 8%
Mr. Udney, remained at Calcutta, “Under the embe™
Tassing circumstances” says Sir George, “attendant o2
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O\ ASS AND DEATH OF LORD CORNWALLIS,

L,

¥ calamity, it has been judged to be for the good BOOK VI

of the public service, that I should proceed immediately, cuae. xut

by relays, to Benares, to join his Lordship, for the purpose
of assisting in the conduct of the negotiations for peace
commenced by his Lordship, if his indisposition should
c?nt.n.}ua ; or of prosecuting the negotiations to a conclu-
Ston, in the ever-to-be-deplored event of his Lordship’s
death, The public service necessarily requires the pre-
sence of Lord Lake with the army in the field ; and as no
Provision has been made by the legislature for the very
diﬂtm&sing and embarrassing situation in which we are
unhappily placed by the indisposition of Lord Cornwallis,
ab a crisis when the public interests demand the presence
of a competent authority near the scene of the depending
uegotiations, I have been compelled, by my sense of public
duty; to leave the charge of that branch of the adminis-
tration, which must be conducted at Fort William, in the
lands of one member of the government. My justifica-
tion for the adoption of this measure will, I trust, be
found in the unprecedented nature of the case, and in
© Ppressing exigency which calls me from the Presi-
dency.”
It 50 happened, that affairs at that time were easy to
arranged ; and fell into hands of considerable skill.!
t was very possible, they might have been of difficult
Arrangement ; and highly probable, when left to chance,
that they would have fallen into hands incapable of the
task. Of sending a dying man to govern India, without
foreseeing the chance of his death, how many evils, in that
Cage, might have been the direful consequence 72
Lord Cornwallis lingered to the 5th of October, and then
expired. During the last month he remained, for the
greatest part of the morning, in a state of weakness

! It is cather inconsistent after desoribing the differences of opinion that
v o affirm that affaics at the time of Lord Corowallls's death wers
8357 to by arranged. The conres to be followed was, at Lord Wellesley's
gmm' simplo ngh, but it had b plicated and evsbarrassed
ﬂ,’ the naw ani confiicting views of hia snccossor.  Neither can much credit
mf&!&m bé given to those into whpse hands the managemeat of uffairs fell
o the death of fhe Governor-General, as their sole t was to get quit
: Nt diflenltivs at any cost, even at the sacrifice of the national power
evitioed i (U3 Was cuiting, not disentangling the Gordian knof, and
"2 pa Vittle pruderico or judgment in tic operators.—W.
and 4, Pers (1808), ut suprs, No. 11, p. —18; No.17; aad No. 25, p. 8

i
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. approaching to insensibility. Till near the last, he reviveda

little towards the evening ; was dressed, heard the des-
patches, and gave instructions for the letters which were
to be written. By the persons who attended him, it was
stated, that even in this condition his mind displayed a
considerable portion of its original force.! Without re-
minding ourselves of the partiality of these reporters, and
going so far as to admit the possibility of the force which
is spoken of, we cannot help seeing that it could exertitself
on those subjects only with which the mind was already
familiar, Where was the strength to perform the process
of fresli inquiry ; to collect, and to fix in the mind the
knowledge necessary to lay the basis of action in a state
of things to a great degree new ?

The duties and rank of Supreme Ruler devolved, of
course, on Sir George Barlow, a civil servant of the Com-
pany, who had ascended with reputation through the
several gradations of office, to the dignity of senior mem-
ber of the Supreme Council, when Lord Cornwallis ex-
pired. The new Governor-General lost no time in making
reply to the representation which the Commander-in-Chief
had addressed to Lord Cornwallis, immediately before his
death, He stated his resolution to adhere to the plan of
his predecessor, in “abandoning all connexion with the
petty states, and, generally, with the territories to the
westward of the Jumna.” “This resolution,” he added,
“1a founded, not only upon my knowledge of the entire
conformity of those general principles to the provisions 0
the legislature, and to the orders of the Honourable the
Court of Directors ; but also upon my conviction of their
expediency, with a view to the permaneint establishment
of the Dritish interests in India.”

1. With respect to the security, which, in the opinion of
the Commander-in-Chief, would be sacrificed to this policy
Sir George observed, that it was the declared resolubion;
even of Marquis Welleslay, “to render, generally, the
Jumna the boundary of the British possessions north ©
Bundelcund, retaining such posts, and such an extenb of
country on the right bank of that river, as might appes®
to be necessary for the purposes of effectual defence.” The
security of the British empire must, he said, be deriv:

1 Malcolm's Sketch, p. 413,



blishing o confrolling power over all the states of India; cmar.xur.
or, secondly, from the contentions and wars, sure to pre-
vail among those states, if left to themselves, combined 1805,
W’lth efficient measures of defence on the part of the
British government itself. With regard to the first of
ﬁheaa sources, “such a system of control” he observed,

must, in jts nature, be progressive, and must ultimately
tend to a system of universal dominion. After thisimpor-
tant observation, bearing so directly on Lord Wellesley's
fayourite scheme of subsidiary alliance, he added, “It
must be obvious to your Lordship, that the prosecution
of this system is inconsistent, not only with the pro-
visions of the legislature, but with the general principles
of policy which this government has uniformly professed
to maintain,?* The line of the Jumna, he thought, might
be rendered an effectual barrier against predatory incur-
sions, or serious attack, by forming a chain of military
Posts on the banks of that river, from Calpee to the
northern extremity of the British frontier, and retaining,
for that purpose, upon the right bank of the Jumna,
through the whole of that extent, a tract of land, not
exceeding, generally, eight or ten miles in breadth, subject
to the operation of the British laws.

2, To show that the faith was not binding which the
British had pledged for the protection of various chiefs
the Governor-Gencral employed the following argument :—
That the British government was not bound to keep in its
OWn possession the territory in which these chiefs were
Situated, or on which they were dependent : and if it sur-
rendered the territory, it dissolved the engagement which
1t had formed to protect them. Those particular persons,
to whom pecuniary or territorial assignments had been

! The security of the British power of India was, therefore, made by Sir
G.Barlow to dnpend upon no more permanent or honourable a foundation
than the quarrels of the neighbouring poteniates. Consistently with this
doctring, it should have been the policy of the British government to fument
intestine dissension, and to perpetuntd not tranquillity but hostilities among

0 native states. That such a neferions practice was not adopted may be

ved, but it was scarcely less ealpabile to look on uncancerned, and sy ffer
those horrors to prevail which it was in the power, whenever it was in the
takitie of the government of British Indls, to arrest. The scliome of Land

Cliesley may biave been chimerical—may bave involved conscquonces whick
WETe not furcsean, hu it was benevolent snd magnanimous. 'The cold and
#eliish poliey of suffering the princes of India to tear each other to pleces,

without inferposin savours neither of bavtvolence nor
mlmmn'smnym_g to prevent them,
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. promised, might be provided for by jaghires, in the terri-

cmar.xin tory held on the right bank of the Jumna.!

1805.

Farly in the month of September, Holkar, with the
main body of his army, moved from Ajmere, in a north-
westerly direction, toward the country of the Seiks. He
entered the Shekawutee, with about twelve thousand
horse, a small hody of ill-equipped infantry, and about
thirty guns, of various calibres, most of them unfit for
service. Skirting the country of the Raja of Macherry,
and the province of Rewarree, he proceeded to Dadree’
where he left his infantry, guns, and about a thousand
horse, tinder one of his chiefs. This chief, in conjunction
with the Raja of Neemrana, one of the districts to the
south-west of Delhi, ceded to the British government by
the treaty of peace with Sindiah, proceeded to ravage the
British territories. Holkar, himself, with the main body
of his cavalry, proceeded towards Patiala, giving out his
expectation; of being joined by the chiefs of the Seiks,
and even by the King of Caubul? The Commander-in-
Chief took measures, with his usual prowptitude, for not
only defeating the schemes of the enemy, but rendering
the desperate enterprise in which he had now engaged, the
means of his speedy destruction. A force, consisting of
three battalions, and eight companies of native infantry;
eight six-pounders, and two corps, exceeding two thousand,
of irregular horse, with four galloper guns, was appointed
to take up a position at Nernoul. Another force, consist-

1 Letter of Sir George Barlow, dated on {lie river near Chunar, 20th 0ot
1805; Pnpers, ut supra, No. 18, p. 5—T.—M.

According to Lord Lake's letter of the Tth Octuber, many of the petty Rajas
and chiefs thus situated had pot Tecome subjects of the British gﬂ\'orﬂmﬂ-“
only by belng oceupants of the territory at the time it was conguered, and,
therufore, transferable with it when it was surrendered. They had'te 8
greater extent been put in possession of lands out of the conquered territorys
in adinission of disputed claims, or in reward for sctual services, Of i
cluims und rewards granted by the British Government, they were alr
ceriain of being deprived upon the restorittion of the Maliratts aw! horities,
and tlie pretended bounty or equity of the British was not only frustrateds
but exposed its nbjoots to the resentment and injustice of the public enemy-
Its protection should never have been given, or it should never Liye
withdrawn.—W. it

3 auwer Khon also asserts that the Raja of Patcenla and Runjit SME o
vitod Holkar end Ameer Khan to enter info engagements with them, ‘f""';:d
ing if they came to that quarter they should be well received, and al wﬁn]ﬂ-
make common canse against the genersl enemy. It s not Hkely they wi
have entered the Punjab without some encouragement; but that encoil M‘
ment wus apparently partial and undevided. The Khan admits that the}fm
;og}rc‘ dh‘::;'.ulty in prevailing cn Runjit Sing to countenance tiem



native infant

J1se, was seut to Rewarres, where, aided by the troops
of the Raja of Macherry, it would maintain tranquillity,
cut off the communication of the enemy with Ajmere
and Malwa, and prévent him from retreating in the route
by which he had advanced. Major-General Jones, with
. 2army under his command, received orders $o advance
towards the Shekawutee, with a view to secure the defeat
o t‘ha enemy'’s infantry, and the capture of hisguns ; aloss
‘:Ph_n_ch would not only sink his reputation, but deprive him
of the means of subsisting his cavalry during the period
of ithe rains. And the Commander-in-Chief, with the
cavalry of the army, and a small reserve of infantry, pro-
ceeded from Muttra, about the middle of October, to give
chase to Holkar himself, in whatever direction he might
Proceed.!

In the mean time, the negotiation between the British
government and Sindiah was conducted, under the auspices
of Lord Hike, on the part of Bindiah, by Moonshee Kavel

Jne ;5 on the part of the British government, by Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Malcolm, the political agent of the Go-
vernor-General in the British damp. On the 23rd of

Ovember, the treaty was concluded and gigned. Of de-
Dsive, or any other alliance, the name was not introduced.
Of the treaty of peace, concluded through General Wel-
esley at Surjee Anjengaum, every part was to remain in

Te, except so much as should be altered by the present
greement. CGualior, and the greatest part of Gohud, were

ed; not, however, as due by the preceding treaty, but
from considerations of friendship:. The river Chumbul,
38 affording a distinct line of demarcation, was declaved
to be the boundary between the two states. Sindiah
Tenounced the jaghires and pensions, as well as the di:_;-
tricts held as private property, for which provision in his

*Wour was made in the proceding treaty. The British
Bovernment agreed to allow to himself, personally, an
sonual pengion of four lacs of rupees; and to assign jag-

to his wife and daughter, the first of two lacs, the
Becond of one lpe of rupees, per annum, in the British

Yerritories in Hindustan, It also engaged o enter into

* Pipere, ut supra, No. 11, p. 155 and No. 28, p. 19, 20,
VOL. Vi, ] pra, No. 11, P’EE v

\ & D LAKE PURSUES HOLKAR. :
grofithrée battalions of regular, and three of irregular, BOOK VI.

, with two thousand of the best irregular caar. xi

1805,
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L no treaties with the Rajas of Oudipore, Jodepore, Kotah,
cizap. xmr, and other chiefs, the tributaries of Sindiah, in Malwa,.
Mewar or Merwar ; and to interfere in no respect with
1805.  the conquests made by Sindiah from the Holkar family,
between the rivers Taptee and Chumbul. The British
government, high and mighty, held it fitting to insert an
article in the treaty of peace, binding the Maharaja never
to admit Serjee Rao Gautka into his service or councilse
“This article,” says Colonel Maleolm, “was a completé
vindication of our insulted honour.” Truckling to the
master, you struck a blow at the servant, who, in no pos=
sible shape, was responsible to you; and this you were
pleased to consider as a vindication of honour !

As this treaty appeared to the Governor-General to i~
pose upon the British government the obligation of pro~
tecting the states and chieftains north of the Chumbul;:
from Cotah to the Jumna, he insisted that two declaratory
articles should be annexed, by which that inconvenience
might be wholly avoided.

During the negotiations, which preceded the signature
of this treaty, Lord Lake was marching in pursuit of
Holkar. That chieftain, from the day on which the
British General took the field, continued merely to fly
before him. Totally disappointed in his hopes of assist
ance from the Seik chiefs, and reduced at last to the ex=
tremity of distress, he sent agents, with an application for"
peace, to the British camp. As the British commander
had instructions to grant terms far more favourable thai
the enemy had any reason to expect, the negotiation W8
speedily terminated ; and on the 24th of December, 130‘_3_"!_
o treaty was signed at Raipoor Ghaut, on tho banks of the
river Beah, the ancient Hyphasis, to which Holkar
carried his flight.t By this treaty, Holkar renounced

ani!

1 Holkar and his associate had some time vefore arrived at Amriizifw
had been endeavouring to procure aid from Runjit Sing, whilst he had ?
endeavouring to employ Hieir troops against o refractory tribe of Mnhnl'ﬂwr
Aans, n measure to which Holkar had assented, being in great want of mﬂﬂtg:_
but which was opposed by Amcer Khan. Mlgm-ucs were mutually dissaigs
fled when Lord Lake arrived on the Beyah, and made an indirect attempt o
open negotiations, the council at Caleatta having written to the Gelm‘.sl}".n
offer torms, and bring the war to a close ns soohl 63 possible. Amect SSgyd
represents himself as nrging the continnance of hostilities and rec e
Shah Shuja at Eabool, but Holkar was weary of the war, and the tresty 3007
concluded, Of the terms originally granted to Holkar by Lurd Lake, A i
Khan says, * The Maharaja Jooked upon tliest, termis 8s & God-aend, and
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rights o every place on the northern side of the BOOK VI.
ul; all his claims on Poonah and Bundeleund, and cmaw, xur,
upon the British government, or its allies ; and agreed not
to entertain Buropeans in his service, without the consent 1805,
of the British government. On these conditions, he was
allowed to return to his own dominions ; but by a route
preseribed, and without injuring the torritory of the

itish government, ov its allics, The British govern-
ment, on the other hand, agreed, not to interfere with any
of the possessions or dependencies of Holkar, south of the
Chumbul ; and to restore the forts and territories captured
by the British forces on the southern side of the rivers
Taptee and Godavery. An article was inserted, by which
Holkar was bound never to admit Serjes Rao Gautka into

is council or service. This article however, as well as
the corresponding article in the treaby with Sindiah, were,
after a foew months, annulled, in consequence of a Teport
that Serjee Rao Gautka was about to join Holkar. In such
8 case, these artioles might have created embarrassment ;
“which, agreeably,” says Sir John Malcolm, “ to the policy
of that day, it was deemod prudent to avoid.”

Sir George Barlow made an alteration in this treaty, as
he did in that with Sindiah, which was sent to him for
confirmation. The territories of Holkar, north of the
Ohumbul, would involve the British government in ex-
pense and trouble, either to guarantes or to keep them.

He, therefore, annesed a clause, for leaving them to
Holkar,

Acting upon his determination to break loose from the
engagements, formed with the minor states and chieftains,
between the Mahvatta frontier and the Doab, the Go-
vernor-Gienerul disregarded the remonstrances which were
made by the Commander-in-Chief, in favour, more espe-
cially, of the Raja of Boondee, and the Raja of Jyepore.

Lord Lake represented, that the district of Boon.
dee, though not material in point of extent, was highly

Agent, who was well inted with his ineli and wishes, bronght the
Daper with mrultattnl;:ji'= The further concessions made by Sir G, Barlow,
Amieer Khan pretends to have been given by the English to remove his olijee-

0 the conclusion of peace, That he @14 oppose it vialently fur ressons
of His own in true, as we learn from Major Thorn's necannt of his behavigny 3
but the concessions were made some time after all the parties had refurnoed
from the Punjab, War in India, 496. Life of Ameer Khan, 286, —W.
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i1./important,ascommanding a principal pass into the norfhern
- provinces of the British empire; that the Raja, steady in
his friendship, and eminent for his services to the British
government, had excited the utmost rage of Holkar, to
whom he was tributary, by the great aid which he had
rendered to Colonel Monson, during his retreat ; and that
neither justice, nor honour, allowed him to be delivered
over to the vengeance of his barbarous foe. The resolu-
tion of the Governor-General remained unchangeable, and
by the article which he annexed to the treaty with Holkar,
that chief was set free to do what he would with the Raja
of Boondee,

The Raja of Jyepore had entered into the system of
defensive alliance with the British state, at an early period
of the war with Sindiah ; but, for a time, showed himself
little disposed to be of any advantage ; and Cornwallis, by
a letter to the Commander-in-Chief of the 3rd of August,
had directed the alliance to be treated as dissolved. At
that time, however, the united armies of Sindiah and Hol-
kar were on the frontiers of Jyepore,and the Bombay army,
which had marched to a place not far from the capital,
was drawing most of its supplies from the territories of

the Rajo. In these circumstances, Lord Lake, before the
' receipt of the letter of Lord Cornwallis, had encouraged
the Raja to found a claim for British protection on the
services which it was now in his power to render. He
had also prevailed upon Lord Cornwallis to suspend the
dissolution of the alliance. When Holkar, during the
month of October, passed to the north in the direction of
Jyepore, Lord Lake had exhorted the Raja to discharge
the duties of a faithful ally, under assurances of British
protection ; the Raja, on his part, had joined the Bombay
army under General Jones, and, by his aid, and the sup-
plies derived from his country, had enabled that General
to maintain a position of the greatest importance to the
operations of the war; and if, according to expectation,
Holkar had retreated in that direction, no doubt was en-
tertained that effective assistance would have been received
from the troops of the Rajs. In the opinion, therefore, of
the Commander-in-Chief, the Roja of Jyepore, who was
exposed to o speedy attack from both Sindiah and Holkar, *
the momeat that British protection was withdrawn, could
|
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ABANDONS THE MINOR POWERS.

L

not be left exposed to their rapacity and vengeance, with- BOOK V1.
out a stain upon the British name. These expostulations cmap. xum

altered not the resolution of Sir George Barlow, who con-
sidered the obligutions of the British government as
dissolved by the early appearances of disaffection on the
part of the Raja, and not restored by his subsequent
deserts. He would not even listen to the Commander-in-
Chief, requesting that he would defer the renunciation of
the alliance till the time when Holkar, who was pledged
by the treaty to return immediately to his dominions,
should have passed the territories of the Raja. On the
contrary, he directed that the renunciation should be
immediately declared, lest Holkar, in passing, should cem-
mit excesses, which, otherwise, it would be necessary for
the British government to resent. Lord Lake was after-
wards compelled to receive the bitter reproaches of the
Raja, through the mouth of one of his agents, at Delhi.

Regarding the treaties with the Rajas of Macherry and
Bhurtpore, as still imposing obligations upon the Britih
government, the Governor-General directed the Com-
mander-in-Chief to enter into a negotiation with them ;
and to offer them considerable accessions of territory as a
return for their consent to the dissolution of the alliance,
But Lake, apprehending that even the rumour of any such
intention on the part of the British government would
again set loose the powers of uproar and destruction in
that part of India, represented his apprehensions in such
alarming colours, that Sir George, though he declared his
resolution unchanged, disclaimed any desire for precipita-
tion ; and the Rajas of Bhurtpore and Macherry, with the
chiefs in their vicinity, were not, at that time, deprived of
the protection of the British power.!

L Callection of treaties in Indin (published 1812), p. 200—297, Malcolm's
Sketch, p. 406—436  On the negotiation of the new treaties with Sindidh and
1kar, aud on the discussions relative to the dissolution of the slliance with
it minor states, the official documents, which have yet been printed, famish
Scanty information. ‘The supply afforded by Sir John Maleolm s peculiarly
Tuthentic, ns ho was the negotiator and agent, through whom slmost every
ing was transacted,—Al.
Little difference of oplnion now prevails npon the marits of this lame aud
potent conclusion: of hostilities with the Mahratta chiefs. Captain Grant
(iit. 317) designates Sir G. Barlow's measures to have been as short-sighted
g contracted as they were selfish and dndiscriminating.  Col. Maleolm
Awalls ut some lensth upon the impolicy, and to thelr full extent, the imprac-
“ﬂlhlmy of the principles by which the measures of the netnal goverument
Were regulated (Political History, 1. 373); Colonel Tod has foreibly ilnstrated

150

5.



HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. @I

; v It remains, that the financial resulta of the operations
1. of government from the close of the first administration

the evils resulting from if, in the miseries which were In consequence inflicted
upon Rajputana, (History of Rajasthan,) and the Marquls of Hastings, alluding
to its prineipal feature, has characterized the condition of abstaining from the
protection of the Rajput states as equally discreditable and embarrassing.
( y of his Administration, by the Marquis of Hastings.) In blind de-
ference to the alarm excited at home by temporary financial difficuities, in
conformity to the purliamentary phraseology of self-denlal, and in improvident
impatience for a return to a state of selfish but insecure tranquillity, the Go-
vernment of Indla descended from the high station it had so long ocenpied;
resigned the adv ges to which it was both in justice and policy entitled
by the blood and treasure it had been forced to expend ; forfeited its character
fur the honourable discharge of its engagements; made in the words of the
Jypore vakeel ** its faith subservient to its convenience," and inspired a general
distrust of its principles, and doubt of fts streugth. Its feeble and ungenerous
policy allowed the whole of Hindustan, beyond its own boundaries, to become
a scene of fearful strife, lawless plunder, and frightful desolation, for many
succeeding years, until the same horrors invaded its own sacred precinets, and
invoived it in an expensive and perilons warfare, the result of which was its
being obliged to sssame what it had so long mischievously declined, the
ayowed supremacy over all the states and princes of Hindustan, What was
done ig 1817 might have been accomplished, with quite as much reason, with
more ease, and still less cost, in 1806, Sindiah’s power was then completely
broken ; Holkar was a fugitive ; neither deserved any furbearance; both me-
rited signal chastisement ; the one for his snwarrantable acts of predatory
aggression, the other for his long course of insolence and treachery. Our an-
thor, himself, could scarcely have i d such a ion, as it
would have for that 1 system of control to which, with some
reason, he oljects, the more honest principle of conquest which he advocates,
Instead of rewarding the perfidy of Sindiah with accessions of territory to
which ke had no clsim, it would have been but & just retribution to have
diminished that which e retained. Holkar had no territory, he had no legl=
timate clgim to that of which his tors had y 1l lves by fraud
or force ; and the gratuitous restitution to him of the whole of it, was to reward
fraud and to invite future insult and spolistion. These were measures of sil-
cidal fully, but it was both treacherous and cruel to abandon the Hujpnt
princes to Maliratta vengeance and ¥apacity, especially with a full anticipation
of what would be the consequences of withdrawing from them the British pro-
teetion, as they were pointed out with prophetie anticipation by Lord Lake, in
his reply to the orders of Lord (}amwailiu, That Cornwallis wonld have mo-
dified his purposes upon the receipt of Lord Lake's representations is not very
likely, a8 he was evidently entirely infl d by the impressi he had
brought with him from England, but it may be doubted if even he would have
enforced the execntion of his orders with the precipitancy and inflexibility of
Sir (i, Barlow, gualities the less to have been expected, ns that officer had been
one of Lord Wellesley's conncil ; had eoncnrred with him in all his public mea-
sures, and in anticipation of his own succession to power during Lord Corn-
wallis's futal illness, had written to Lord Wellesley to-espress ** his confident
hope that an istion wonld be effected with Sindiah and with Holkar,
on {erms not differing essentially from thosé to which he was aware that Loni
Wellesley wus prepared to sccede.” Certainly Lord Wellesley was not pre-
ared to sacrifice the allies and dependants of the British Government, th
of Boondi and Jypar, to the tender ios of such inveterat ies
to the British power und to tocial order as Ameer Khan and Jeswunt Rao
{olkar. 1t was evident that Sir G, Barlow’s measures were regulated by only
one yrinciple, cbedience io the wishes of the Conrt of Directors, which he en-
forced withaot regard to circumstances or seasons. Lord Lake, not wit
reason, indienant ut the total disregard of his repr iong, and disdaning
10 bt made the instrument of measures which he condemued, resigned his po-
Nitical aud diplomatic powers on tie 17th of Janunry, 1806, announving as
ubject of the rest of his service In Hindustan, placing the army in cantonments, |
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gled quis Cornwallis, till the present remarkable era, BOOK V1.
:should now be adduced. As regards the British nation, it cmae. x
18 in these results that the good or evil of its operations
in India is wholly to be found. If India affords a surplus 1805
revenue which can be sent to England, thus far is India
beneficial to England. If the revenue of Indis is not
‘equal to the expense of governing India, then is India a
burden and & drain to England. This is only an applica-
tion of the principle, according to which the advantage
or disadvantage of new territory, in general, is to be esti-
Tnated. If the new territory increases the revenue more
than the charges, it is advantageous; if it increases the
-charges in proportion to the revenue, it is hurtful. It is
also to be observed, that the interest and redemption of
the money expended in making the acquisition must be
taken into account. If it has been made by a war, for
example ; the whole expense of the war must be taken
into the account. And the new territory must increase
the revenue beyond the charges in a degree adequate to
the interest and redemption of the whole sum expended
in the war, otherwise the acquisition is a positive loss, If
the surplus of the revenue were the same after the acqui-
sition as before, the whole espense of the war would be
lost ; the nation would not be the richer for the acquisi-
tion, but the poorer; it would have heen its wisdom to
have abstained from the war, and to rest contented with
the territory which it possessed. If the revenue, after
the acquisition, is lessened in proportion to the charge ; if
the surplus of the revenue is diminished, or the deficit
enlarged ; in that case, the loss is not confined to that of
the whole expense of the war ; it is all that, and more ; it
is the expense of the war, added to the sum by which
the balance of the aunual receipt and expenditure is
deteriorated. !

seompleting the reduction of the irregular eorps, and settling, agreeably to the
instructions of the Goverument, the claims of the native chiefs, These duties
-gceupied him through the remainder of the year, and the following year, in
Febraary, 1807, his Lordship émbarked at Calontia for England, leaving s
name that retains a distingnished station fn the military annals of fengal, and
is affectivnately preserved in the traditions of the native army.—W.

1 It is singuiar that a writer of in general such Hberal sontiments should
have taken 80 narrow o view of the advantages derived to England from her
Indian possessons, India, he argues, is beneficial to England only as it
affords a surplus revenue which can be sént to England, that ls, tn proportion
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R With this principle in view, the following statements

cuiw. xu, will require but little explanation. i

————  In the year 1793—4, the revenues in India amounted to
1805, 8276,770L ; the whole of the charges, including supplies

to the direct tribute which it can pay. Now this is to affirm that doring the
greater number of thie years In which we have been in posséssion of India it
has been of no benefit at all.  Who will venture to maintain a proposition so
contrary to the fact?  Regarding our connexion with India even only on the
paltry consideration of how muoch money we have made by it, the assertion
that weshave profited solely by its surplus revenne, that is, that in five years
ont of six we have realized no profit at all, {s palpably false. In every year
of our intercourse with India, even in these in which the public revenue has
fallen fur short of the expénditnre, there has been a large accession to English
capital brought home from India. What are the profits of the Indian trade,
waat s the maf of thirty th 1 English military included 5
what i3 the amount of money aonuglly remitted to England for the support of
relations, the edocation of children, the pensions of officers; and finally what
ean we call the fortunes accumulsted by individuals in trade or in the servics
of the Company, which they survive to spend in England, or béqueath to their
descondants 2 What is all this bnt additidoal capital, remitted from India to
England; additional, largely additional, mesns of recompensing British in-
dustry. [t is idle, thed, to talk of o surplus revenue being the sole sourcs of
the benefits derivable from India. On the mulrn?-, it is, and it ought 1o be,
the least even of our pecuniary advantages; for its tranafer to England is an
abstraction of Indian capita), for which no equivelent is given; it is an ex-
hanpsting drain upon the resources of the ﬂmmr{, the issue of which is re-
placed pii no Toflux; itis an extraction of the life-blood from the veins of
national I:ldns_try. which no subseq introduction of noarist is fur-
nished to restore.  Whatever profit to Enxg!nml, then, the dpxymunt to it of a
surplus revenue rajsed in India might afford, the injury done to Indis wonld
be so disproportionate, that it is to be hoped the lepislators of either country
will never serlously propose so obiectionuble n mode of enricliing the parent
state. In fact, it would do no such thing; the impoverishment of the new
territory would yvery soon disappoint all prospect of gain in the old, and the
coffers of England wonld not long e filled by the surplus reveiues of India.
Surplns révénue is in fact an absurdily. Properly speaking there can be no
surplus revenue whilst there is a debt to. be discharged, If the eurrent
charges full below the carrent ipts, and the bal is not required for the
lignidation of pablic debt, the receipts will be reduced, and the burdens of: the
people be relieved. * If what the public contribute in revenue shonld un-
expectedly become more productive, it wonld be the duty of the goverfniment
to repeal or to reduce objectionable taxes, toi he jud and other.
establishments, 80 as to rénder justice more accessible to the groat body of
the people, to endow prblic institutions, for providing letter means of ydica-
tlom, ur hospitals for the care of the sick and destitnte, to construct roads ands
bridges, reservoirs and water. , to support ca ties for the
modation of the traveller, and otherwise to promote those abjects which may
condnee to the comiort, convenience, and well-being of our native suljects.”—
‘Tucker, Financial Situation of the East Indis Company. The natnre of our
comnexion with India, unfortunately to sach an extent for the latter, does
impose an ammual tribate, but * considerations of policy, of justice, and hu-
manity, all alike concur to d el #ion.”  The notion: of
extorting a large tribute, or any tribute from Indis, except by indirect means,.
caleulated (o do infinite mischief, and to aonihilate in the end the numergus
and great benefits which both England snd Indiz reap from theie mutual
intercturse, This is with reforence to the connexion, even in jts most un-
worthy aspect.  The gain of & higher character, the moral and political power
derived from Yodis by Englaud, is a much more veal, and important, and
hongurable benefit, than all the jpounds, ghillings, and pence that have eyer
been, ar ever will be ¥ conveyed * from the poc of the people of India o
those of the peuple of Great Dritain—W.
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amounted to 6,633,951, There was consequently a sur- cmar. xmn

Plus of revenue to the amount of 1,642,8197.

But this favourable appearance was the result of merely
temporary causes ; for in the course of four years, though
years of peace, and with an economical ruler, it gradually
vanished ; and in the year 1797-8, when the administra-
tion of Marquis Wellesley commenced, there was a deficit
of revenue, or surplus of charge. The revenues amounted
to 8,050,8800; the charges and interest to 8178,626L ;
surpassing the revenues by 118,746,

The evil was prodigiously increased by the administra-
tion of Marquis Wellesley ; after all the subsidies which
Lie obtained, and all the territory which he added to the
British dominions. In the year 1805-6, in which he closed
his administration, the revenues amounted to 15,403,409¢ ;
charges and interest to 17,672,017L. ; leaving a surplus of
charge equal to 2,2068,6087.!

Such, at the three different periods under comparison,
was the state of the government of India, in respect to
income and expenditure. Let us consider what was the
condition of the Company at the same three periods in
respect to debts both at home and in India. In 1793, the
debts, both at interest and floating, as they appear upon
the face of the Company’s accounts, were, in England,
7,091,078L ;* in India, 7,971,665L ; total, 15,962,743, In
1797, the debis in England were, 7,916,459% ; in India,
9,142,733L ; total, 17,059,192/, In 1805, they were 6,012,196,
in England, and 25,626,6317. in India; in all, 31,638,827

In estimating the financial condition of a great govern-
ment, the annual receipt, as compared with the annual
expenditure, and the debt, where debt is incurred, are the
only circumstances, usually, which are taken into reckon-

1 Tho following 14 & table of the partienlars (—

Revennan, Charges. Net Revenue.
1793-4 £8,276,770 £7,066,824 £3,209,8406
1797-8 #,069 850 7,411,401 648,479
FROS-6 15,403,409 15,861,528 157,319 net charge.

Bupplies to  Interest on Surplus Burplus
Out-Settlements.  Dobts. Revenoe. Chnr{..w-

179314 £40,822 £596,206 £1,642,819
1797-8 163,290 6084936 ! 1% TlG
1805-6 250, '}9‘9 1,860,000

2,268,608
dedueted, vie., the Enst India Annuities ‘transferred to
part, 1610, 1, 450,

2 9,5902,440], beln,
the Bank. Fourth

1805,
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HVE ing, and make up the account. The goods and effects in

hand, which are necessary for the immediate movements
of the machine, and in the course of immediate consurap-
tion, justly go for nothing; since if any part of them is
taken away it must be immediately replaced, and cannot
form a part of a fund available to any other purpose, with-
ouf; diminishing some ofher fund to an equal degree.
Departing from this appropriate rule, the Easc India
Company has availed itself of its mercantile capacity, to
bring forward regularly a statement of assets, as a com-
pensation for its debts. This, however, is objectionable,
on & second account; because, according to the mode in
which this statement is framed, it may exhibit at pleasure
either a great or a small amount. Some of the principal
articles have bardly any marketable value ; could produce
little, if the Company were left to dispose of them to the
best advantage ; yet the rnlers of the Company assign to
them any value which seems best caleulated fo answer
their designs, Houses, for example, warehouses, forts,
and other bunildings, with their furniture, constitute a
large article ; set down at several times the value, proba-
bly, at which they would sell. Debts due to the Com-
pany, and arrears of tribute, form another material ingre-
dient ; of which a great proportion is past recovery. A
specimen of the mode in which the account of assets is
made up, may be seen in the following fact:— that
1,7332280, as due by the public for the expedition to
Egypt® was continued in the Bengal accounts as an asset,
after the expense had been liquidated in England ; and
upwards of 2,000,000, due to the Company by the Nabob
of Arcot, and Raja of Tanjore, is continued in the Madras
accounts as an aseet, though virtually remitted and extin-
guished upon assuming the territory of the Carnatic.!
The account of assets, therefore, exhibited by the East
India Company, deserves very little regard, in forming an
estimate of the financial situation of thé government of
Indin. Being, however, uniformly adduced, as an article
of importance in the Company’s accounts, its presence is
thus rendered necessary here. As the Committee of the
House of Commons, formed in 1810, instituted a compa-
rison between the account of assets and debts, for the
_; ;-Sec Ilie Third Report of the Commiiltes, 1810, p. 368, and Appendiz
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petiod "6 1793, and the latest period to which their inqui- BOOK VI

ries could extend, there will be an advantage in taking cmae. xmr
the same periods for the subject of that view of the assets
which is here requived. That Committee entered into a 1805.
slight examination of the statement exhibited by the

East India Company of assets in India, and by making
certain lavge, though far from sufficient deductions, re-

duced the amount of it nearly ene half. Unhappily they

did not carry even the same degree of scrutiny into the
statement of assets at home, and took it pretty nearly as

made up by the Company. According to their adjustments

the balance is exhibited thus :

Debts, 1792-3, Assets, 1792-3,
\. Home....£7991,078! Home . ... £9,740,832
NIndia... .. 7,992,548 India .... 3,800,838
Total debts 15,933,626 Total assets 13,541,670
12,541,670
£2,441,956, the amount by which, at the
first period, the debts ex-
ceeded the supposed assgts,
Debts, 1809.10. Assets, 1800-10.
Home .. .. 10,357,088 Home . ... 14,504,944
India .... 28,807,742 India’ oo 12,222,010
£30,254.830 £26,726,954
Debis, 1809-10, Assets, 1809-10,
39,254,830 26,726,954
30,660,119 Add sundries
— as pernote® 3,933,165
£8,694,711 Ll
the amount by which, £30,660,119

at the second period,

the debts exceeded the

supposed assets?

1 The differcnce between ihis and the debt for that year, as siated in the
aceonnts, arises from the snn of 2,902,4407, East Tndla Annpuities, transferred
to the Bank, excluded by the Committes from the Company’s acconmis,

2 Groods and Stores i Indls in 1510, bought in England, not

included in the acconut of assets ... vewess £3,249,060
Balunee in favour of the Company In 1,308,606

Ditto at St Halenn - s vveeoaians 43 147,698
Ditto Prince of Wales Istand ....cc.iiivainriiiriniimnaas 415,736
Ditto Cape of Good HOPB < ..ivviier svaveranrusnrsrriiree 14,085

To b2 added to amonnt of nssets £5,953 160
3 ¥or the above statements, see Third Report, ut supra, p. 354 ; Fourth
Raport, ut suprs; p. 460,
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vl To this sum is to be added 2,027,2952, not derived from
cnap. xi11, any intrinsic source either at home or abroad, but sub-
- - seribed in England in 1793, and 1794, for the addition of
1805.  one million which the Company was empowered to make
to its capital by the new charter of 1793.
The whole of the moneys which have passed into the
Company’s treasury for capital stock, amounts to the sum
of 7,780,000/, This remains to be added to the debtor
side of its account. The total, then, of the sums on the
debtor side of the account at the period in question, viz,
the year 1809-10, was 47,034,830/, surpassing the whole
of its assets by the sum of 16,374,7117
Upon the statements by which was exhibited the finan-
cial condition of the Company at the close of the adminis-
tration of Marquis Wellesley, it may be justly remarked,
that the expenditure at that time was an expenditure of
war, and that the ratio between the ordinary revenues,
and a war expenditure, affords not a just view of

the financial effects which his administration pro-
duced,

Let us take the statements for 1808-9, the last of the
years for which we have the aid of the Cornmittes of 1810,
in unravelling the confusion, and removing the obscurity
of the Company’s accounts. The government of India had
at this time enjoyed three years of uninterrupted peace:
when the financial effects of the administration which
closed in 1805, may be supposed to be sufficiently ascer-
tained. In that year the revenues amounted to 15,525,055, ;
the charges, including supplies to out-lying settlements,
and the interest of debts, amounted to 15,651,0971 ; con-
stituting a surplus of charge to the amount of 26,042/
This was a great reduction from 2,268,608/, the excess of
charge in 1805 ; it was even somewhat less than 1187467,
the excess of charge in 1708 ; but farwas thie from being a
state of receipt adequate to pay the interest and redeem
the capital of that enormous sum expended by the wars to
which the administration of Marquis Wellesley had given
birth, The debts, as they appear upon the face of the
accounts were, in England 10,357,088, in 1810; in India
30,876,788/, in 1809, which was the last year of which the
Committee had received the acoounts. The sum of debis
was therefore 41,233876l; being an addition to the
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ong the accounts from the East India Company,
which are aunually presented to Parliament, is an account
entitled “stock by computation.” This consists of the debts
of the Company, including every acknowledged claim on
the one side ; of the whole of their disposable effects on
the other. On the credit side of this account is placed
all the property which has been already spoken of under
the name of assets, excepting the greater part of what
stands under the name of dead stock, and has little
real, though set down by the Company at a great
Imaginary value, fixed ab the pleasure of those who
determine the shape of the accounts. The Committee
of 1810 have given the results which this document
Presents.

On the 1st of March, 1793, the debts were less than the
effects ; in other words, there was a balance in favour of
the concern, to the amount of 1,956,866/, On the 1st of
March, 1810, the debts were greater than the effects ; in
other words, there was a balance against the concern, to
the amount of 6,025,505/ This constitutes a deterioration
during the intermediate period, amounting to 7,9823714
To this the same Committee of 1810 add the money raised
for capital stock in 1703 and 1794; and after some other
adjustments exhibit the deterioration 'in those seventeen
years at 11,062,291/

To the balance of 6,025,505L against the Company in
1810 are to be added the sums received for capital stock,
amounting as above to 7,780,000L ; exhibiting on the debit
side of the Company's account, a balance of 13,805,505, ;
in other words, an amount to that extent, of legitimate
claims, which there is nothing whatsocever in the shape of
Pproperty to meet.

As the operations of the Company are twofold, those of
government and those of commerce, it is a question
whether the unfavourable result which appears on the
comparison of the accounts of stock in the year 1793, and
1810, was produced by the government, or the commerce.

1 Sea the Second and Fourth Re?orhotthe Committes of 1810,
2 Fourth Report ut supra, p. 461,

[77
{lie debts existing in 1805, of little less than B 5

CHAT. XIII.

1306.
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71. This question the Committee in 1810 make an attempt to

. answer. Beside the charges which clearly belong to the
government, and those which clearly belong to the com-
merce, there are some, of which it is doubtful whether
they belong to the government or the commerce. The
charges which the Committee represent as clearly belong-
ing to the government exceed the receipts by 6,364,931(.
Besides this amount there is a sum of 6,575,350/, which
they represent as doubtful, whether it belongs to the
government or the commerce. This constitutes an unfa-
vourable balance, to the amount of 13,240,281, Exclusive
of these doubtful charges, there is a profit upon the goods
purchased and sold, or the commercial transactions of the
period, to the amount of 14,676,817. Out of this was
paid the dividends upon stock, and the interest upon Debb
in England, amounting to 12,515,284 ; after which re-
mained a sufplus, in the aid of government, to the
amount of 2,164,6330; reducing the unfavourable balance
of 13,240,2811. as above, to 110,758, the net deterioration

‘of the period.:

The Committec exhibited an account which was in-
tended to show how much England gained or lost by
India (not including China), during the period of
seventeen years from 1793 to 1810. During that period,
the value of property sent by England to India is
stated at 43,808,341 ; the value received by England
from Todiais stated at 42,178,640/ FEngland therefore
lost 1,620,70172

We have a statement by the Court of Directors which
supplies the omission of China. 1In the year 1808, the
financial distresses of the Company compelled the Di-
rectors to apply to parlinment for relief. To lay a ground
for the application, they submitted an exposition of the
Company’s finances at home and abroad. In this exposi-
tion is contained a statement of the sums disbursed in
England on account of India and China, and of all the
property received from from them in retwn, beginning
with the year 1797-8 and ending with the year 1806:7.
During that interval England sent to India and China

! Fourth Report, ut supra, p. 962 App. No, 51,
2 Third Report, ul supra, 3. 378,
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of 5,601,6197.1
The peace which terminated the war with the Mahrattas,

1 The passage in the exposition itself, . 7, requires to be scen. “The Com-
pany have long been in the habit of paying in England political charges
strictly appertaining to the territory. For these charges the Company never
have credit in the Indlan secounts. The large supplies of stores,and part even
of the goods, sent out annually by the Company to India, are intended for po-
litical purposes, and the wholé amount of them showld be bronght in India to
the eredit of the Home concern from the time they are shipped ; but the prac-
tice has been to credit the Company for them only as they were taken out from
the Indian warehouses for use, and no losses of such articles in the Wy out-
wards or in India, huve ever been brought to the eredit of London at all,
Moreover, it is evident from what has been nlready stated in this exposition,
that the supplies of goods and bullion from England have at times at least ex-

the returns in the same period. The only way therefors to come to an
accirate conclusion, is to state all that England has received from India and
ina ; and sent to or paid for India and China in any given perlod, and thence

to strike the bal Such a st is exhibited in the accompanying
paper, No. §, which beging with the#gf: agd ends with the year 1806-7.

1

On the one side this statement sho #ent to India and China
in goods, stores, and bullion, and ail n palid for bills drawn from
thence, o for political charges attaching to tife THAtk® territory ; and on the
other side, the statement shows all that has been sent from Indin and China in
goods and bills, and all payments received here from government, or paymeuts
made in India for commercial charges, and also for any loss that has occurred
in English exports sold there. India and China are not debited for goods lost
in the way thither, and they are credited for goods sent thence which have
been captured or lost on the passage home. After all these allowances and
adjastments, which, according to the best knowledge of the Conrt, comprehend
every thing the account ought to contain, the balance is in favour of England,
or of the Company at home 5,691,6500. If it be asked from what funds at
Home the Company have been able to bring India so largely indebted ? the
answer is obvious; From the Increate of their capital stock and bonded debt,
and from the considerable temporary credits they always have for investments
oubward. From this account, it is clear, that of the sum of nineteen millions of
debt contracted fn India since the year 1798-9 down to the year 1807-8, Eng-
land, or the Company in Its commercial capacity, is justly chargeable with no
part, and that, on the contrary, Indin bas in that period becoms largely in-
debted to England.”—M,

‘This resalt, it is to be recoll 1, is not bet England, and India, and
China, but between the East India Company, and India, and China, Remit-
tances on acconnt of individoals are not comprised in it, and during the whola
of this time the value of the goods sent from Indiain private tonnage was quite
considerable enough to tarn the balance largely in favour of India. Ewven,
however, as concerns the Company, the scoount is so constructed as to mislead 3
without an examinstion of the details on which it is founded, it is impossible
1o detect where the fallacy lles, but one source is no doubt in the over-valua-
tion of the exports, and the under-valuation of the imports, the former being
involoed with the addition of un estimate profit, the latter being charged at
the cost instead of the solling price. A merchant wha !hrmlg invest ten
thousand ponnds in the purchase of goods, sell them in Indis for twelve thou-
sand, convert that twelve thousand pounds into Indian goods, whish he would
sell in England for twenty thousand, would scarcely constder himseli a losor
by the transaction. It was not only from their cajiital or their credits that
the Campany defrayed politieal chargea of two milllons sterling in the time
Specified ; the profits of their trade contributed. As far, therefore, as this as-
count professes to show the state of the Company’s dealings with India and
Chinn, it is erroncous, and for a genwral viow of the interchange of capital
between Indiaaz 1 F.ngiaml. it 1s worthloss.—W.

9

than it received from them, to the amount BOOK Vi.
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00K V1, o fow months after the period of Lord Wellesley's admini-
GuAr. xnt stration, is the last great epoch, in the series of British
transactions in India. With regard to subsequent events,
1805 the official papels, and other sources of information, are

not sufficiently at command. Here, therefore, it is neces- -
sary that, for the present, this History should close. _

27542
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