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CBQOK^W' fiimself and this fortunate antagonist. By one expedient 
caxpriii. alone, was he permitted to hope, that this important 
— ——  object could be attained ; by entering into the system of 

1803. general alliance, and subsidiary defence. I t was agreed, 
accordingly, that Major Malcolm should repair to the 
camp of Sindiah, to settle the terms of a treaty of this 
description. The business was accomplished, and the treaty 
signed at Boorhanpore on the 27th of February, 1804. 
There were two remarkable circumstances. One was, the 
.price which the Governor-General consented to pay for 
the supposed advantage of placing a body of British 
troops at the disposal of Sindiah, and pledging the English 
government for his defence. The amount of the force 
defined by the treaty was 6000 infantry, and the usual 
proportion of artillery. These troops were to be main
tained entirely at the expense of the English government, 
with the proceeds of the newly-acquired dominions ; and 
that they might not establish an influence in Sindiah’s 
government, they were not even to be stationed within 
his territory, but at some convenient place near his 
frontier within the Company’s dominions. The other re
markable circumstance was, not the condition by which 
the English government made itself responsible for tho 
defence of the dominions of Sindiah, but that, by which 
it engaged to make itself the instrument of his despotism 1 
to become the executioner of every possible atrocity to
wards his own subjects, of which ho might think proper 
to be guilty. It bound itself, by an express stipulation, 
not to interfere between him and his subjects, how dread
ful soever his conduct in regard to his subjects might be. 
But the moment his subjects should take measures to 
resist him, whatsoever the enormities against which they 
might seek protection, the English government engaged, 
without scruple and without condition, to act immediately 
for their suppression and chastisement. Where was no'7 
the doctrine of the Governor-General for the deposition of 
princes whose government was bad ? Where was the re
gard to that disgrace which, as he told the princes whom 
he deposed, redounded to the British name, whenever they 
supported a government that was bad 11

1 This virtuous Indignation is not coile d for b y  tho stipulations of the treat'd 
The Bri'ui.u .government engaged not to give support to Sindiah’s relation5'



\^^2E3«pj™ S Us connexions with other states, either for BOOK VI. 
tf£peace, the Maharaja hound himself to the slight chap. x n .

condition of only consulting with the Company’s govern----------
inent, but by no means of being governed by its decisions ; *803,
fj0 *n any war to be carried on by their mutual exertions 
]. Was agreed, without any mention made of the propor- 
Jon troops, that in the partition of conquests the 

& laies should be equal. The stipulation with regard to 
louchmcn and other Europeans, or Americans, was made 

s 1 more agreeable to the taste of the times ; for it was 
piom:sed by Siudiah that ho would allow no such person 
to remain in his dominions without the consent of the 
Company’s government.1

The Governor-General seemed now to have accomplished 
the whole of his objects; and lofty was the conception 
which ho formed of the benefits attained. The famous 
official document, which has been already quoted, “Notes 
relative to the peace concluded between the British go
vernment and the confederate Mahratta chieftains,” con
cludes with “ a general recapitulation of the benefits 
which the British government in India has derived from 
the success of the war, and from the combined arrange
ments of the pacification, including the treaties of peace,
°t partition, and of defensive alliance and subsidy.” I t 
exhibits them under no less than nineteen several heads :
• the reduction of the power and resources of Sindiah 

an the Baja of Berar ; 2. The destruction of the French 
power ; 3. The security against its revival; 4  The an- 
negat ion to the British dominions of the territory occupied 

Eerron ; 5. The annexation of other territories in the 
0a'j- and the command of the Jumma; 6. The deliverance 

of the Emperor Shah Aulum from the control of the 
rench; 7. The security and influence derived from the

military chiefs, and servants, with respect to whom Ihe Maharaja 
if ' nuJ *0 assist in reducing and punishing tin m on his requisition
Qi-ti.-]" rebellcci or acted in opposition to his authority (Article 8), A previous 
triflir, ' !0"'ever, provides that the subsidiary force is not to be employed on 

° “ >w,on»(Article 6). A cianso which implies the exercise of *he.iu.|_-- 
01 tlle British government as to the occasions on which its troops were to 

dent i / ed: » niscrctionarv power also involved in the proscitra of the Resi- 
hnm'.rr . ,ls not tr“ e, therefore, tha t the treaty bunts tho British to act 
Uit,on ~ w y <H!Iliu3t tIie subjects without scruple, or without cou-

1 Treaty of alliance and mutual defence. Ibid. p. IGA.
Vox* vl c o
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system of alliance with the petty states along thedmWA 
ciiAr- xn. against the Mahrattas; 8. The security and influence
--------- - derived from the possession of Gualior, and the subsidiaiy

1803. force established in Gohud; 9. The means of defence 
derived from these same fountains against any other 
enemy on the north-western frontier ; 10. The advantages 
both in security and wealth derived from Cuttack ; H- 
The advantages derived from the possession of Baroach, 
which left Sindiah no direct communication with the sea, 
or with the transmarine enemies of the British govern
ment ; 12. The security derived from Baroach against the 
intrigues of the French with any native sta te ; 13. J 
additional security bestowed upon the British interests w 
Guzerat, by the possession of Baroach, and the abolition 
of Sindiah’s claims on the Gaekwar ; 14. The revenue au 
commerce derived from Baroach ; 15. The benefits be
stowed upon the Peshwa and Nizam ; 16. The increase  ̂
renown of the British nation, both for powor and virtue; 
17. The “ defensive and subsidiary1 alliance” with Uov.ru 
Rao Sindiah; 18. The power of controlling the causes ol 
dissension and contest among the Mahratta states ; the 
power of keeping them weak ; the power of preventing 
their combination with one another, or with the enemies 
of the British state; 19. The security aft'orded to the 
Company and its allies from the turbulence of the Mah- 
ratta character and state.2 ,

This is exhibited as an instructive specimen of a g°° 
mode of making up an account.

After this enumeration, the document breaks out m 
the following triumphant d e c l a r a t i o n T h e  get,cl 
arrangements of the pacification, combined with the tre 
tics of partition, with the defensive and subsidiary alha“ 
now concluded with Dowlut Rao Sindiah, with the condi« 
of our external relations and with the internal prosper! 7 
of the British empire; have finally placed the But! 
power in India in that commanding position with reg 
to other states, which affords the only possible security /  7g 
the permanent tranquillity and -prosperity of these vawa 
and important possessions?' ]y

I t  is material here to mark, what is thus sole11' '• )
1 Subsidiary it could not w >ii lie, when ho paid no subsidy.
•Paper*, u t supra, p. 197,19s. Despatches, 4, 132,
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xNJffl^xpy one of the most eminent of all our Indian BOOK VI. 
liters,-that without that artificial system, which he created, chap. xii.
°f subsidiary troops, and dependence, under the name of ---------
alliance, there is no such thing as security for “ the British 1803> 
empire in the East.” 1

The document goes on to boast, that the troops, thus 
bestowed upon the Peshwa, the Nizam, Sindiah, the Gaek- 
war, and Rana of Goliud, would exceed 2-1,000 men ; that 
all these would be maintained at the expense of those 
allies, -which was incorrect,as Sindiah paid nothing for the 
eOOO allotted to him ; that this amount of troops would 
always be maintained in a state of perfect equipment, and 
might be directed against any of the principal states of 
India, without affecting the tranquillity of the Company’s 
possessions, or adding materially to its expenses.

I t then declares:—“The position, extent^ and equipment 
of this military force, combined with tho privilege which 
the British government possesses of arbitrating differences 
and dissensions between the several states with which it 
is connected by the obligations of alliance, enable the 
British power to control the causes of that internal war 
■which, during so long a term of years, has desolated many 
°f the most fertile provinces of India; has occasioned a 
constant and hazardous fluctuation of power among the 
native states; has encouraged a predatory spirit among 
the inhabitants ; and formed an inexhaustible source for 
the supply of military adventurers, prepared to join the 
standard of any turbulent chieftain for the purpose of 
ambition, plunder, or rebellion. No danger can result 
from the operation of our defensive alliances, of involving 
the British government in w ar; excepting in cases of 
manifest justice and irresistible necessity. The power of 
arbitration, reserved in all cases by the British government, 
not only secures tho Company from the contingency of 
war, in the prosecution of the unjust views of any of our 
allies, but affords a considerable advantage in authorizing 
and empowering the British government to chock, by 
amicable negotiation, the primary and remote sources of 

ostilities in every part of India.” ■
^  hen extracted from these sounuing words, the mean-

I  C ontrast with it the opinions of his successor. Vide infra, 
nt supra, p. 198.
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BOOK VI. jug ie, that the British government in India had 
cltiii^sihtw o advantages: 1. An enlargement of revenue : 2. n
----------  creased security against the recurrence of war, or tn

1803. evils of an unsuccessful one.  ̂ .
1. Additional revenue is only useful, when it is n  ̂

balanced by an equal increase of expense. The Governor^ 
General talks loudly of the additional revenue ; but »°^ 
a word of the additional expense. If  we had no ®°r  ̂
evidence but this, i t  would be a legitimate inference, tn® 
the expense was omitted, because it would not have beei  ̂
favourable to his argument to speak of it. We J,a'  
abundant general evidence that the expense of governn y 
enlarged territory, in almost all places, though nic 
especially in India, equals, or more frequently surpass , 
all the revenue which it is possible to draw from it. ^  
shall presently see in what degree the facts of the Pr®s® 
case conform to the general rule. If  it turns out that t 
expense of governing the new territory is equal to i 
revenue, it follows tha t the enormous expense of the v, a  ̂
generated by the treaty of Bassein, and by the passion 
the Governor-General for subsidiary alliances, remain

- altogether without compensation on the score of money-
2. Let us inquire, if there is more solidity in the ullog 

advantage, in which, single and solitary, the whole co 
pensation for the war remains to be sought, viz., secun j 
against the evils of war.

Now, a t first view, it would appear tha t an oblige1 
to  defend a great number of Indian states, an oblige' 
of taking part in all their miserable and never-en( \ 
quarrels, was of all receipts the most effectual, for bel a 
involved almost incessantly in the evils of war. p.

This increased exposure to the evils of war was far r 
weighed, according to the Governor-General, by the P" 
of preventing war through the influence of the subsu
troops. . ilBits

Unfortunately the question which hence arises » b 
not of that degree of limitation and precision * .
enables it to receive a conclusive answer. The P> 
bilities, though sufficiently great, must be weighed 
without any fixed and definite standard.  ̂ . ^ a t

One. thing, in the mean time, is abundantly certain, . ;11 
if the East India Company was able to  keep any I
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s*ate from going to war, this must have been, because it BOOK VI. 
waS^tKe master of that state, because that state was ciiAr. sn.
dependent upon the East India Company, and bound in — —----
all its concerns to obey the Company’s will. But if this 1803. 
were the case, and if the native governments were thus 
deprived of all independent power, infinitely better would 
it have been to have removed them entirely. Two pro
digious advantages would thus have been gained ; the 
great expense of keeping them would have been saved ; 
and tho people in the countries under them would have 
been delivered from the unspeakable miseries of their 
administration ; miseries always increased to excess by 
the union of a native with the British, government. But, 
to place this question on the broadest basis: the policy 
of taking the whole of the Mahratta country immediately 
under the British government, would either have been 
good, or it would have been bad. If it would have been 
good, why was it not followed : when the power was not 
wanting, and when the right of conquest would have 
applied with just as much propriety to the part that was 
not done, as the part that was ? If it would not havo 
been good policy to take the whole of the Mahratta 
country under the British government; in other words, 
to have had the responsibility of defending it with the 
whole of its resources; it was surely much worse policy 
to take the responsibility of defending it, with only a part 
of those resources.

Another question, however, may be, not whether some
thing better than the defensive alliances might not have 
been done, but whether something might not have been 
done that was worse ; whether, if the government of the 
Mahratta princes was not entirely dissolved, it was not 
better to bind- them by defensive alliances, than to leave 
them unbound; whether according to the Governor- 
Oeneral, the British state was not more exempt from the 
danger of war, with the alliances, than without them.

ro answer this question, it must be maturely considered, 
under what danger of war the British government would 
have been placed, without the alliances. I t is not tho 
w*y to arrive at a just conclusion, to set out without 
allowing that this danger was just anything which any 
body pleases. I t  may be pretty confidently affirmed, that

\ . O F  ADVANTAGES FROM THE WAR.
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good government within their own territories^*fldor 
the known greatness of their power, the English weio

—------  almost wholly exempt from the danger of w ar; b e c a u s e ,

1803. jn thjs case, war could reach them through but one me- 
dium, that of invasion ; and from invasion, surely, they 
had little to dread.

Allowing then, that the subsidiary alliances were a 
scheme calculated to prevent the danger of war ; as far 
as regards the British government, there was little oi 
nothing of that sort to prevent; the subsidiary a l l i a n c e s  

were a great and complicated apparatus, for which, when 
got up, there was nothing to do ; a huge cause prepare 
when there was no effect to be produced.1

This is decisive in regard to the practical question. jn 
speculation, another question may still be raised ; name!}, 
whether, if the British state hail been exposed to the 
danger of wars, the scheme of the subsidiary alliances 
was a good instrument for preventing them. In.India, as 
in all countries in corresponding circumstances, one thing 
saves from aggression, and one thing alone, namely, powei , 
the prospect which the aggressor has before him, “  
suffering by his aggression, rather than of gaining by it- 
The question, then, is shortly this; did the subsidiary 
alliances make the English stronger, in relation to the 
princes of India, than they would have been without those 
alliances 1 ,

The subsidiary alliances yielded two things; they yieldc< 
a portion of territory ; and they yielded a certain position 
of a certain portion of British troops. In regard to the 
territory, it may, at any rate, be assumed, as doubtfu , 
•whether, in the circumstances of the British state, at t! 0 
time of the treaty of Bassein, it could be rendered intrin
sically stronger by any accession of territory; since, 3 
Act of Parliament, the question stands decided the oppow

i The novernor-Oentral, indeed, takes it as erne of his benefits, that tlw 
native states would lie restrained from war among themselves. But in - 
not Inform ns to whom the benefit would accrue. If the English worn • 
from ragr-' sion, the wars of the native princes were of no importance tc '»
If  Immunity is pretended, and the deliverance of the people from the «<“ f 
Of war, it is to be replied with dreadful certainty, that trader the atrociu- 
a native government supported by British power, the horrors ofpenre wen- 
improvement upon the horrors of war. The sufferings of the people 1 g ,  
the Nabobs of tne Carnatic and Oude were described by the English o 
vemment itself, perhaps with some exaggeration, as unmatched in any 1*» 
of India.

( i  139M  j 1 1 HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. \ V |
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way: - - morei then, is it doubtful, whether it could BOOK VI. 
be rendered stronger by an accession of territory, which chap. six.
imported the obligation and expense not merely of defend- — ------
big itself, but of defending the whole kingdom to which 1803- 
it was annexed. I t will not, then, be assumed, that the 
mere territory gotten by the English was the circumstance 
looked to for preventing the evils of war. If it was 
that, the territory might have been taken without the 
alliances.

The only remaining circumstance is, the position of the 
troops. For, as to the other conditions, about not holding 
intercourse with other states excopt in conjunction with 
the English, these were merely verbal; and would be re
garded by the Indian governments, just as long, as they 
ivould have boen regarded without the alliance ; namely, 
as long as the English could punish them, whenever they 
should do what the English would dislike.

Now, surely, it is not a proposition which it will be easy 
to maintain, that a country is stronger with regard to its 
neighbours, if it has its army dispersed in several coun
tries ; a considerable body of it in one count;1}’, and a 
considerable body in another, than if it has the whole 
concentrated within itself; and skilfully placed in the 
situation best calculated to overawe any neighbour from 
whom danger may be apprehouded. There are many 
combinations of circumstances in which this would be a 
source of weakness much more than strength.

If it is said, that the position of the English subsidiary 
troops, with a native prince, imported the annihilation, or 
a great reduction, of his own force ; this, in the circum
stances of India, caunot be regarded as a matter of almost 
any importance. In a country swarming with military 
adventurers, and which fights with undisciplined troops, 
an army can always be got together with great rapidity, as 
soon as a leader can hold out a reasonable prospect that 
something will be gained by joining his standards. The 
whole history of India is a proof, that a man who is with
out an army to-day, may, if he has the due advantages, 
to-morrow (if we may use an eastern hyperbole) be sur
rounded by a great one. Of this we have had a great and 
Very recent example, in the army with which Holkar, a

\ - \ m m i A r k  o f  a d v a n t a g e s  fro m  t h e  w a r . ' n j & l i j



\V B Q Q E ^y mere adventurer, was enabled to meet, and to conqntr 
'-CgAglxfi. Sindiah, the most powerful native prince in India.

I t  was, in a short time, as we shall see, found by the 
J . British government itself, that it could regard the presence 

of subsidiary troops as a very weak bridle in the mouth 
of a native prince, when he began to forget his own weak" 
ness. The weakness, in fact, was the bridle. If he re
mained weak, that was enough, without the subsidiary 
troops. If  he grew strong, the subsidiary troops, it vas 
seen, would not long restrain him.

I cannot aim at the production of all those circum
stances, on both sides of this question, which would bo 
necessary to be produced,and to be weighed, to demonstrate 
accurately the probabilities of good or of evil, attached 
to such a scheme of policy, as that of the subsidiary alli
ances of Governor-General Wellesley. I have endeavoured 
to conduct the reader into the paths of inquiry; aDd leave 
the question undecided.

In summing up the account of the treaty of Bassem, 
we can only, therefore, approach to a determinate conclu
sion. On the one side, there is the certain and the enor
mous evil, of the expenditure of the Mahratta war. Whe
ther the subsidiary alliances, which were looked to for 
compensation, were calculated to yield any compensation, 
and did not rather add to the evils, is seen to bo at the 
least exceedingly doubtful. The policy of the treaty of 
Bassein cannot, therefore, be misunderstood.1

1 That many of the consequences of the Mahratta war, enumerated by 
Wellesley were real and permanent political advantages to the British do 
nion in India cannot be questioned. The power of the principal 
chiefs was reduced, and their military reputation destroyed; in thy hhep Q 
portion the power of the British government was augmented, and its rc‘ . [t 
enhanced; and an immense stride was effected towards that exalted P° t 
in which it now stands as the paramount sovereign of Hindustan. 'J hat 
Brituio reaps substantial benelits from its ascendancy will be scarcely dixpi y 
That India derives benefit from it is also undeniable, although it may i- ’ 
of tliut salue whi h the English, who are the greatest gainers, are fund 1 . ....

: voting it. That the Goveriv r-Genernl was mistaken in hisanbeq1- 
of at once preserving perpetual tranquillity, subsequent events suttic 
proved ; aud it woi M bean impeachment of his lranunuty an 1 just e 1 ; " ‘,j 
pose that he could have foreseen the disastrous results which ids treatu- ^  
defensive aliiance indicted on those princes who were tempted or compeu  ̂
become his allies. Ilo did not make a sufficient allowance foe the nonet 
with which it is natural for man in every station of life to parr wttli nitu p . 
deuce, and especially for princes to relinquish the authority they hase icn 
from their predecessors The nature of the subsidiary connexion 
upon the subsidised prince a state of subjection to which he could scans . 
expeciod cheerfully to submit; ond the. vain attempts made by him ,,, :ifl_ 
off his fetters, either riveted them more firmly, or terminated in his auu

/ ^ > — < V \
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OP THE POLICY OE THE TREATY. ^ j^ lpT 5 .
‘he conditions of a subsidiary alliance leave to a native BOOK V I. 

jrtnediM^sflwer of ruling Iris own subjects with benignity, wisdom, .ind jus- p_ % n  
tice. There is no reason whv lie slionld lie a sensiialistor an oppressor because 
he has not an army at his command. Such, however, is human nature in the -  
hast — possibly also in other quarters of the world -  that when responsibility lg08>
>s withdrawn, and impunity secured, the motives to useful activitj me weak
ened or destroyed, and the objects of interest arc exclusively concentred in in
dividual indulgence. There is no doubt that Lord Wellesley’s views in tho 
mrmation of subsidiary alliances, as far as they regarded the princes of India,
. "h whom they were formed, have in every instance been disappointed ; ana 
^  ‘iU< as the people aro concerned, often imperfectly realized; but it is not 
the less true that the grand aim of his policy has been attained, and that by the 
command or influence which British India now exercises over all the other 
state* internal war has been put an end to throughout the whole of that con
tinent. There may be an occasional disturbance, but it can neither be exten
sive nor long continued ; it cannot deserve the imputation of a state of warfare, 
f hat under any circumstances, intestine hostilities aro to be prevented, if pos
able, our author would lmve been the first to admit; as he is no admirer of 
military renown : but when it is remembered in what manner, and by what 
Persons, with what an utter disregard of those restraints by which tin* horrors 
hf war amongst civilized nations are in some degree checked, hostilities in 
India were curried on, there will remain do doubt that India has gamed, upon 
t!m whole, important advantages from the scheme of universal pacificati n 
which it was Lord Wellesley's policy to establish, and which has now been • 
effected. That it was not sooner accomplished, was in part owing to the 
different views of his successors and in part to a circumstance politicians do 
hot always sufficiently regard — matters were not sufficiently ripe 1m so great 
a change*. ’ .

It is worthy of remark that at a subsequent period the author Ranged his 
opinions materially in regard to the necessity of the war with the Mahrattas, 
as well as that with Tippoo. The purport of his reasoning in the text is, that 
‘’'du might have been avoided, that there was no real danger to be appre
hended from Tippoo, and that our interference in the domestic concerns ot the
Mahrattas, out of which the war arose, was entirely unnecessary and unadvisa- 
, In his examination before the Committee of the House of Commons in 

» he says, ‘‘all our wars cannot perhaps be with propriety considered wars 
m necessity, but most of those by which the territories we possess have been 
’J mbed, and out of which our subsidiary alliances have grown, have been 
r.,. ,9» I think, of necessity, and not of choice. For example, tin- wars with 
C ( 1 ‘'nd the Mahrattas.” Evidence Political, i. p. 10. This is v cry irre- 
l'., . (',1 . 'bio w ith the notions of the text, and although more consonant to the 
e r ' h ^Ouires perhaps some modification. The immediate nece^it) of the 
\t ?ncl war with Tippoo is very questionable; and it may be doubted it the 
- ii'atta war might nut have'beet delu\ed. In both cases, however, it must 
c„ a . fitted  that collision sooner or later was unavoidable ; and ii was not 
ive w^Cn  ̂ a brndent policy to have brought on its occurrence as souu us 

ere prepared for the encounter.—W.

CHAPTElt XIII.

■Necessity inferred of curbing Hollar.— Intercourse between 
Eolkar and Sindiah renewed.— Governor-General re- 
s°G'es to take the Hollar Dominions,  but to give them 
a*ayto the Peshwa, Sindiah, and the Nizam. -  Hollar 
Wreuu before the Commander-iti-Chuf, towards the South.
~~The Commander-in-Chief withdraws the Army into 
Cantonments, leaving Colonel Mmson with a Detachment



BOOM VI. in advance. —  Holkar turns vpon Monson. —  Monson 
chap. xnf. makes a disastrous Retreat to Agra. —  The British Army
— ---------- from Qmerat subdues Ilolkur's Dominions in Malwa. — •

1804. Holkar by a Stratagem attacks Delhi.— Brave Defence of 
Delhi.—  The Holkar Dominions in the Deccan subdued. 
—  Defeat of Holkar's Infantry at Deeg.— Rout o f his 
Cavalry at Furruckabad.— The Raja o f Bhurtpore, one 
o f the allied Chieftains, joins with Holkar. —  Unsuccess
fu l  Attack upon the Fortress of Bhurtpore. —  Accom
modation with the Raja o f  Bhurtpore. — Disputes u-ith 
Sindiah.— Prospect o f a War with Sindiah.— Holkar 
joins the Camp of Sindiah.— The British Resident or
dered by the Commander-in-Chief to quit the Camp of 
Sindiah. —  Sindiah endeavours to prevent the Departure 
o f the Resident. —  Marquis Wellesley succeeded by Mar
quis Cornwallis. —  Cornwallis' View of the State of 
Government. —  Of Wellesley’s System o f subsidiary and 
defensive Alliance.—  Cornwallis resolves to avoid a War 
with Sindiah, by yielding every Point in  Dispute. —  To 
make Peace with Holkar by restoring all the Territories 
he had lost. —  To dissolve the Connexion of the British 
Government with the minor Princes on the Mahratta 
Frontier. —  Negotiations between Sindiah and the Com
mander-in-Chief.—  Death of Lord Cornwallis.__ Sir G.
Barlow adheres to the Plans of Lord Cornwallis.— Hol
kar advances into the Country of the Seths.—  Pursued by 
Lord Lake.—  A fresh Treaty concluded by Sindiah. —  
Treaty ■with Holkar. —  Financial Results.

W HEN the English were freed from the burden and the 
dangers of the war with Sindiah and the Raja of 

Berar, they began to think of placing a curb on the power 
of Jeswunt llao Holkar. Though Holkar had engaged, 
and upon very advantageous terms, to join with the other 
chieftains, he had abstained from co-operation in the war 
against the English ; and though he had committed some 
ravages on a part of the Nizam’s territory, toward the 
beginning of the war; the Governor-General had not held 
is- expedient to treat this offence as a reason for hostili
ties : Holkar, on the other hand, had been uniformly as
sured that the English were desirous >f preserving with 
bum the relations of peace.

\* )  °.j HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. ,
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| W ^:^> pQ flR E S P 0NDENCE WITH HOLKAR. k jW !H

In the month of December, 1803, Holkar, having BOOK VI. 
marched towards the territory of tho Raja of Jyenagur, c h a p . x i i i . 
took up a position which threatened the security of this •—■——  
ally of the British state. At the same time, he addressed I80i. 
letters to the British Commander-in-Chief, containing as
surances of his disposition to cultivate the friendship of 
the British government. But a letter of his to the Raja 
of Macherry, suggesting to him inducements to withdraw 
from tho British alliance, was communicated by that Raja 
to the Commander-in-Chief; further correspondence of a 
hostile nature was discovered ; and intelligence was re
ceived of his having murdered three British subjects in 
his service, on a false charge that one of them had corre
sponded with the Commander-in-Chief. I t appeared im
prudent to remove the army of the Commander-in-Chief 
from the field, till security was obtained against the pro
jects of Holkar.

The determination which hitherto had guided the con
duct of the Governor-General, that he would abstain from 
the dispute in the Holkar family respecting the successor 
of Tuckojee, still operated in his mind. And he autho
rized the Commander-in-Chief to conclude an arrange
ment with Jeswuut Rao, engaging, on the part of the 
British government, to leave him in the unmolested ex
ercise of his authority, provided lie would engage to abstain 
from all aggrassiou upon the British or their allies.

The Commander-in-Chief addressed a letter to Holkar, 
dated the 29th of January, 1804, in conformity with the 
mstructions which he had received ; inviting him to send 
vakeols to the British camp for tho purpose of effecting 
rile amicable agreement which both parties professed to 
have in view ; but requiring him, as a proof of his friendly 
intentions, to withdraw his army from its menacing posi
tion, and abstain from exactions upon tho British allies.
At the same time the British army advanced to Iiindoun, 
a position which at once commanded the principal roads 
into the Company’s territory, and afforded an easy move
ment in any direction which the forces of Holkar might 
he found to pursue. On the 27th of February, an answer ' 
from that chieftain arrived. It repeated the assurance of 
his desire to cultivate the friendship of the British govern
ment, and expressed his intention to withdraw Irorn his
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('hap. xfii. In the mean time, however, letters were intercepted, ad-
---------  dressed by Holkar to subjects and allies of tho British

1804. government, exciting them to revolt, and stating his de
sign of sending troops to ravage the British territories. 
The Commander-in-Chief made an amicable reply to his 
le tte r; but warned him, at the same time, against the 
practices in which he had begun to indulge. And on the 
16th of March two vakeels from Holkar arrived in the 
British camp.

They were commissioned to demand ; 1. leave to collect 
the chout according to the custom of his ancestors; 2. 
certain possessions formerly enjoyed by his family, namely, 
Etawali, twelve pergunnahs in the Boab, one in Bundel- 
cund, and the country of Hurriana ; 3. the guarantee of 
the country which he then j possessed ; 4. a treaty similar 
in terms to that which had been concluded with Sindiah. 
These demands were treated as altogether extravagant; 
and the vakeels, after receiving a remonstrance on the 
continuance of their master in his present threatening 
position, departed from the camp, bearing to him another 
letter from the Commander-in Chief. In this, Holkar was 
invited to send again a confidential agent, with powers to 
conclude an arrangement on terms in which the British 
government would be able to concur. In the mean time, 
be had addressed a letter to General Wellesley ; contain
ing a demand of certain territories, which he said be
longed to his family in the Deccan J and intimating that, 
notwithstanding the greatness of the British power, a 
war with him would not be without its evils; for “ although 
unable to oppose their artillery in the field, countries of 
many coss should be overrun, and plundered, and bu rn t; 
that they should not have leisure to breathe for a moment, 
and that calamities would fall on lacs of human beings in 
continued war by the attacks of his army, which over
whelms like the waves of the sea.” An answer, however, 
to the letter of the Oominander-in-Chief was received in 
the 1 iritish camp on the 4th of A pril; still evading either 
acceptance or rejection of the simple proposition of the 
British Commander, and urging his pretensions to some- 
Bony like the terms he himself had proposed. That 
letter d re w  another from the Commander-in-Chief, ap-
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•piauUing t,he forbearance of the British government, and bAo k v X̂  
a§swi£jTlo)kar that he would best consult his owu in- c h a p . x m . 
terest by complying with its demands.1 --------- -

Holkar, though fully aware of the hatred towards him 
in the bosom of Sindiah, was not deterred from the en
deavour of opening a negotiation, or at any rate of giving 
himself the benefit of an apparent intrigue, with that 
chieftain. A vakeel of his arrived in tho camp of Sindiah, 
on the 5th of February, 1804. The account, which Siu- 
diah and his ministers thought proper to render of this 
event to the British Resident in his camp, was liable to 
suspicion, on the one hand from the extreme duplicity of 
Mahratta conncils, on the other from tho extraordinary 
desire which appeared on the part of Sindiah to produce 
a war between that rival and the British government.
They said, that the vakeel had eudeavoured to prevail 
upon Sindiah to accommodate his dispute with Holkar, 
and form a union for the reduction of the British power, 
the continual augmentation of which could be attended 
With nothing less than, final destruction of the Mahratta 
state ; but that the answer of Sindiah was a positive re
fusal, on the professed grounds, of the treachery with 
which Holkar had violated his pledge to the late con
federacy, the impossibility of confiding iu any engagement 
into which he might enter, and the resolution of Sindiah 
to adhere to his connexion with the British state. Not
withstanding this supposed reply, a vakeel from Sindiah 
proceeded to tho camp of Holkar, on the alleged motive 
that, unable as he was to resist the arms of that chieftain, 
it was desirable both to effect an accommodation with 
him, and to sound his inclinations. According to the re
presentation made to the British Resident, tho vakeel was 
authorized to propose a contiuuauce of the relations of 
amity and peace, but to threaten hostilities if depreda
tions were committed on any part of the territory either 
of Sindiah or bis dependants.’

1 Letter from tlio Governor-General In council to the Secret Committee;
Sated 15th June, 1804. Papers, ut. supra, printed m 1800. Notes 23, p. ro3 
Moteti, u t supra , No. 2,., p . 20a - 3 1 .  Wellesley Despatches, tv 4 8 . - W.

’ Letter from Major Malcolm; Papers, nt supra, No. tld, p. 298-, tsovernor- 
Qeneral's Despatch, ibid. p. 270 — M.

’t his intercourse is thus explained by Grant. Holkar had a,ways Intended 
to engage in hostilities with the British, but had kept aloof in uncertainly of



\W §§&ljjfor Sindiah’s vakeel arrived in Holkar’s camp on t ncum 61 
c h a K  xiix. March. Previous to this time, Holkar had moved, with
---------  the main body of his troops, into Ajmere, a country be-

1805. longing to Sindiah. His pretence was devotion ; but he 
levied contributions on the people, and made an attempt, 
though unsuccessful, to obtain possession of the fort. 
Notwithstanding a declaration to the British Commander- 
in-Chief, that he intended to proceed homewards from 
Ajmere, a portion of his army still remained on the fron
tier of the Baja of Jypore, and no longer abstained from 
depredations on his country. The ministers of Sindiah 
made report to the British Resident, respecting the vakeel 
■who had been sent to the camp of Holkar, that he had 
been received with distinguished ceremony and respect; 
that ho was invited to a private conference ; that Holkar, 
on this occasion, openly confessed his design of making 
a predatory war upon the British possessions; that, when 
the vakeel expostulated with him on his proceedings in 
Ajmere, he apologized, by stating his intention to leave 
his family with tho Raja of Jodepore when ho commenced 
his operations against the English ; the refusal of that 
Raja to join with him, till he put him in possession of the 
province and fort of Ajmere : and thence his hope, that 
Sindiah would excuso an irregularity, which mot inclina
tion,- but necessity, in the prosecution of a war involving 
the independence of them both, had induced him to commit. 
Of this report, so much alone was fit for belief, as had con
firmation from other sources of evidence.

The only matters of fact, which seem to have been 
distinctly ascertained, were, first, certain trifling depreda
tions at Jypore, less material than those at Aurungabad 
which had beeD formerly excused, on the score of a ne-

the result of the war, anticipating that Sindiah would immediately turn his 
arms against him if he triumphed over the British, or that if lie was deft ated, 
he, Holkar, might conic to Siudiuh’s aid with additional credit and influence.
A '. Btwm as hostilities had terminated, he sent it vakeel to Sindiah, recommend
ing him : > break the treaty and r< now the war, but that chieftain was, or pre
tended to be so exasperated against Holkar, that lie immediately communi
cated the fact to the British authority. Some of his ministers, especially his 
father-in-law, Sherzee lino GUatguy had more confidence in llnlkur, and 
a 1.1 vised Sindiah, notwithstanding the communication to the British Uesident 
tn despatch a Vakeel to Holkar’s comp, for the purpose, as they gave out, 
cf ascertaining his designs, hut in reality to leave open the door of reconcilia
tion. in rase the project of Holkar, in whose wisdom and fortune all the Mah- 

begun to hme great commence, should prove worthy of regal d Mahr.Hist., ill, 270.—W. '
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^^^ lt^ j^ rea ted  by troops whom ho was uuable to main- BOOK VI. 
tain ; secondly, a disposition to haggle for better terms, ou.vp. xm
ltl forming a treaty, than the British government were ----------
■willing to g ran t; and thirdly, the existence and character 1804‘
01 him and his army, to whom predatory warfare was a 
matter, it was supposed, both of choice and necessity, as 
the plunder of the Company’s territory was the only 
Source of subsistence. On these facts and suppositions, 
with a strong disposition to believe reports, and to mag
nify grounds of suspicion, the Governor-General, on the 
16th of April, issued> orders to the Commander-in-Chief, 
and Major-General Wellesley, to commence hostile opera
tions against Holkar, both in the north and in the south.1

In his despatch to the Secret Committee of the Court 
of Directors, dated 15th of June, 1804, the Governor- 
General says: “Jeswuut Rao Holkar being justly con
sidered as an adventurer, and as the usurper of the rights 
of his brother Cashes Rao Holkar — consistently with

1 Gorernor-General’s Letter, No. 23, ut sunrn, p. 271 : Notes, No. 25, ut 
snrn a. p. 208.—M.

Holkur’s demands and menaces were something more than grounds for sus
picion, but a new light has been thrown upon this subject by recent an 1 authen
tic information. He gu luting its proceedings by the rules of European policy, 
the Indian government imagined that a stata of warfare was necessarily to be 
Preceded by a specific declaration Mahratta policy required no such forma- 
Jlty, and must have thought the Clove rnor-General’s tardiness the result of 
e'ther infirmity of purpose or conscious weakness. It is clear that Holkar 
^onsidered hin^elf to be at war with the English. In the biographical memoirs 
01 Holkar’s confederate, Ameer Khun, written from his own dictation, and of 
"Which a translation by Mr. Prinsep has been published in Calcutta, he inti- 

no sort of suspicion that peace a en Holkar and the Eng-
. h from the commencement of hostilities against Siudinh, with whom he was 
U1 alliance, and therefore a parly in the contest. Ameer Khan relates that as 
*2°n as Sindiah and the H va of Bcrar neard that the Peshwa had come to 
terms with the English, they sent a confidential messenger t . Holkar to say,
Ihut as liijjee Kao had called in the English,.and brought tho r army into tho 
held, and Hindoos tan could no longer bo deemed the safe possession of their 
Nation, all private quarrels .should be buried in oblivion, and every true Jluh- 
i atta uniting in heart and hand, and in word and deed, ought to endeavour to 
drive the English out of the country: that they who were the chiefs of tho 

should agree, therefore, mutually to assist one another at present, and 
lo settle their private disputes and animosities as might be agreed upon after
wards. Holkar consulted Ameer Khan on the subject, by whose advice cer- 
yiin conditions were proposed to the allied chiefs, i<> which they acceded, and.
111 consequence Ameer Khan, with a select body of Holkar’s troops, was on his 
jjyu-cn to join the confederates when the news of th • battle of Assyc .wrested 

, and he returned to Holkar. This demonstration, of which there 
be no doubt, us it is related b\ Ameer Khan himself, does not seem to have 

*>w>n known to the English authorities. Again, after the battle of l.nswar.’Q,
Whilst vet Holkar was looked upon as neutral, lit wrote to Ameer Khan with 
foany adjurations that he hud made up his mind to enter the field against 
General Lake, and he therefore eomnrundi d the Ameer to join him as soon ns 
Possible. Memoirs of Mohammed Ameer Klian, translated from tho Persian 

T. Prinsep, Esq., Calcutta, 1832.

V Sl OF THE GOVEHNOR TO MAKE WAR. H  I39?



\«jB0Cflfe^/the principles of justice, no arrangement couliPBe pr<V 
X''CfiAS>2rln. posed between the British government and Jeswunt Rao

--------- Holkar, iniK^ving the formal sanction of the British
1804. government1' to Rhat chieftain’s usurpation, and^to the 

exclusion of Cashee Eao Holkar from his hereditary do
minions. Y e t  these very dominions, thus declared to 
belong to Cashee Eao, the Governor-General bad already 
resolved, without a shadow of complaint against Cashee 
Jiao, to take, and give away to other persons. In his in
structions to the British Resident in the Camp of Sindiah, 
dated the IGth of April, 1804, ho says; “ His Excellency 
thinks it may be useful to you,to flfc apprized;.Jhift it is 
not his intention, in tfie event of the reduction of Hol- 
kar’s power, to take any share of the possessions of the 
Holkar family for the Company. Chandore, and its de
pendencies and vicinity, will probably be given to the 
Peshwa ; and the other possessions of Holkar, situated to 

. the south of the Godavery, to the Subahdar of the Dec- 
can : all the remainder of the possessions of Holkar will 
accrue to Sindiah, provided he shall exert himself in tho 
reduction of Jeswunt Rao Holkar.” In lieu of “ his he
reditary dominions,” which it was not pretended that he 
had done anything to forfeit to the British government, 
“ it will be necessary,” says the Governor-General in a 
subsequent paragraph, *• to make some provision for Cashee 
Eao, and for such of the legitimate branches of the 
family as may not be concerned in the violation of the 
public peace, or in the crimes of Jeswunt Rao Holkar.”2 

The motive which led the Governor-General to decline 
a portion of the territory of Holkar for the Company, 
immediately after having taken for it so great a portion 
from Sindiah ; and to add so largely to the dominions of 
Sindiah, immediately after having so greatly reduced 
them, is somewhat mysterious, if viewed through the 
single medium of national good ; but is sufficiently intel
ligible, if we either suppose, that he already condemned 
the policy of his former measures, and thought an oppo
site conduct very likely to pass without observation ; or, 
that, still approving the former policy, he yet regarded 
escape from the imputation of making war from tho love

1 No- 23, p. 264.
2 LcUe.s, ut supra, Ibid. p. 303, 304.—M. Despatches, 4, 03, 363.—W.
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\^B ® glicgtyas a greater good, in the present instance, 
fhsifiiSiilbmtory declined.1 cha p , xuu

Sindiah, we are told, was highly delighted, as well he --------- -
Uiight bo, with the announcement of the intention of the 1804. 
Governor-General, both to commence hostilities, upon 
Holkar, and to make such a division of the territory of 
the family. He promised to promote the war with his 
Utmost exertions.

When Majoi>General Wellesley received instructions to 
begin hostilities, the Deccan was labouring under a scarcity 
aPproaching^ to famine. The principal possessions held 
for the benefit of Holkar in that quarter of India were— 
the fort and territory of Chandoro, about 130 miles north 
°f Poonah ; the fort and territory of Dhoorb, about twenty 
miles west by north from Cbandore, on the same range of 
hills ; Galna, a hill-fort thirty-five miles north-north east 
°f Cbandore, and eighty-five miles from Aurangabad ; 
some territory in Candeish; and a few districts intermixed 
With those of"the Nizam. With the capture of the for- 
Presses of Chandore and Galna, these territories would be 
Wholly subdued. But to conduct the operations of an 
army, in a country totally destitute of forage and provi
sions, appeared to General Wellesley so hazardous, that he 
represented it as almost impossible for bim to advance 
against Chandore till the commencement of the rains, 
in  the mean time, he augmented the force in Guzerat by 
f-hree battalions of native infantry, and instructed Colonel 
Murray, the commanding officer, to march towards the 
territories of Holkar in Malwa, and, either by meeting and 
eQgaging his army, or acting against his country, to a o  
°elei'ate, as much as possible, his destruction.’

During the negotiation with Holkar, the Commander- 
Ut-Ohief' had advanced slowly toward the territory of the 
uti.ja of Jypore. A detachment of considerable strength,
Under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Ball, had oc 
cUpied a position near Canore, about ninety miles sout

J .  U was strictly a defensive war, got”4 "5 determination lj; ̂  fail tK k tS
lerriU’ry alS°’ liU:° ~

te the c o n ''; nac:i. » and negotiations with Hol- K To commencement o f liost.'ities, were printed by an order of
House of Commons, under dale, ll th  of February,

VOL.YI. » D

■ OF WELLESLEY AGAINST HOLKAR. v f i f f 1
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'  5 ^ ^ ) O E y w e s t  of Delhi, to guard in that direction the Company’s 
ciiAc. xiii. frontier. To protect and encourage the Raja of Jypore, 
— —■— whose territory Holkar, now returned from Ajmere, began ( 

to ravage, occupying a position which even threatened his 
capital, General Lake sent forward a detachment of three 
battalions of native infautry, under the command of the , 
Honourable Lieutenant-Colonel Monson, on the 18th of 
April. This detachment arrived in the vicinity of Jypore 
pn the 21sfc. On the morning of the 23rd, Holkar de
camped from his position, and began his march to the 
southward with great precipitation. Some parties of 
Hindustanee horse, under European officers, which the 
General had detached for the purpose of observing the 
motions of Holkar, and harassing his march, followed him 
in his retreat. A halt of two days, on the part of Holkar, 
induced the British commander, suspecting a feint, to ad
vance with the army ; while Monson, with his detachment, 
was directed to precede the main body, as rapidly as pos
sible. On the approach of the British forces, Holkar 
resumed his retreat, which he continued with great 
precipitation, till ho arrived in the vicinity of Kotab. 
Here lie had so far preceded the British troops, that he 
could halt without fear of an immediate attack. The 
Hindustanee horse, who had hung upon his rear, described 
his army as being in the greatest distress, the country re
maining nearly desolate from its former ravages. A letter 
without date was received by the Commander-in-Chief, 
from Holkar, on the 8th of May, offering to send, according 
to his desire, a person duly authorized “ to settle ever/ 
thing amicably.” The Commander-in-Chief replied.
“ When I wrote you, formerly, that vakeels might be sent 
to confirm a friendship, conditions were specified, which 
you have not any way fulfilled ; but have acted directly 
contrary to them. This has forced the British govern
ment to concert, with its allies, the necessary measures for 
.subverting a power, equally inimical to all. This ha® 
been resolved upon. You will perceive that I cannot no" 
enter into any bonds of amity with you, without consult
ing the allies of the British government.” The fort of 
iiampoora, which the British army were now approaching 
was the grand protection of the northern possessions of 
Holkar. For the attack of this place, a detachment wft3
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reijftedj^haer the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Don. BOOK VI. 
Having encamped before the place, this officer adopted the chap. xui.
plan of entering the fort by blowing open the gates. H e --------- -
advanced to the assault, a little before day-break, on the 180,1- 
morning of the lGtli of May; and as a well-concerted 
plan was well executed, all resistance was speedily over
come, and the place was taken with inconsiderable loss.

The distance which Holkar had gained by his rapid 
flight, the improbability of forcing him to action, or of 
Pis returning to the upper provinces, presented to the 
mind of the Commander-in-Chief the inexpediency of 
retaining the advanced position, which he now occupied,
With the main body of his army. Only the British troops 
m Guzerat, in concert with those of Sindiah, appeared 
capable, during the present season, of acting with advan
tage upon the territories of Holkar. He accordingly with
drew the army into cantonments within the British 
dominions, leaving Colonel Monson with injunctions to 
make such a disposition of his foroe as would preclude, 
in that direction, any sort of danger from Holkar’s re
turn.1

On the 21st of May, a body of predatory horse, esti
mated at five thousand, made an incursion into the pro
vince of Bundelcund, where seven companies of sepoys, a 
troop of native cavalry, and the park of artillery, detached,
"rider the command of Captaiu Smith, from the main body 
°f the troops in that province, were employed in the 
Eduction of a fort, about five miles distant from Kooch.
On the morning of the 22nd, this body of horse succeeded 
in cutting off a part of the British detachment which was 
Posted in the pettah of the fort, and compelled the whole 
to retreat, with the loss of two howitzers, two twelve- 
Pounders, one six-pounder, and all the tumbrils belonging 
to the park. The same party made an attempt afterwards 
uF»on the town of Calpee, aud aimed at crossing the 
Htiiina, but were repulsed with loss; and having after- 
Wards sustained a defeat near Kooch, evacuated the pro
vince. The refractory Bundela chiefs still aftoid consider
able employment to the British army.'
- 1 See the Despatch of the Governor-General, nt supra, in Papers,’No. 23; 
i'll Notes, lit supra, No. 25.
I  Calcutta Gazettes, Papers, a t supra, No. 25, p. 229. M.
The party surprised at Malaya, near koonvli, cousjsted of t*o companies



^^BWKTvI. After the departure of General Lake, Monson, now 
c h a p . xiii. Brigadier-General, continued to make some movements in
------- — advance, and on the first of July, in the height of the

1804, rains, was encamped at Soonara; within twenty coss of 
the camp of Holkar, containing the whole of his cavalry, 
brigades, and guns. On the evening of that day, a party 
marched from the British detachment, towards the fort of 
Hinglais-Gliur, and halted within a mile of the fort, at 
half-past ten on the following morning. The troops, 
having rested three hours, arrived at the destined points 
of attack, at half an hour after two. As soon a3 they were 
discovered, a heavy cannonade began from the fo rt; but 
it was completely silenced, by the great expertness of the 
British artillery, in the space of an hour; when the men 
esealaded the walls, and took possession, without difficulty. 
I t was a fortress of great natural strength, and the gal
lantry and skill with which it was attacked, form ono of 
the brilliant incidents of the war. The Commander-in-Chief 
set a high value on this acquisition ; which, he thought, 
would secure the supplies of Monson, if he advanced to 
the support of the army from Guzerat, and afford protec
tion to the people of the surrounding districts, who ap
peared to be well inclined to the British cause.1

On the 7th of July, Monson received intelligence, that 
Holkar, who, since his retreat before the Commander-in- 
Chief, had occupied a position in Malwa, having the 
Chumbul river between himself and the British detach
ment, had crossed that river with the whole of his army 
and guns. The force under Monson consisted of five bat
talions of sepoys, with artillery in proportion ; and two 
bodies of irregular horse, about three thousand strong, the 
one British, under Lieutenant Lucan, the other a detach-

Sepoys, and one of European artillery, with four European officers. It was 
entirely cut to pieces by the enemy. According to Ameer Khan's account of 
this and the ensuing operations which were executed by his troops, Kuh uo was 
plundered, after the defeat of a small detachment, and capture of the officer 
commanding it, who, however, was liberated without ransom. Or. his retreat 
from the Jumna, in consequence of not finding a ford, the Ameer fell in with 
another party untier Captain Jones, was su • ssfully resisted, and olmj_cd to 
retreat, and his whole party was successfully broken, and dispersed iu an affair 
witii Colonel Shepherd, near Kbonch, on the 24th June, 1804. Memoirs 
of Am- r K han, 207. Thorn. War in India, 344. Wellesley Jjespalcl.es, 
4, 72.—W.

1 Despatches from the Commander-in-Chief, and General Monson ; Papers 
Ut su pra, No. 25, p. 233.
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ffieni .sent by Siudiah, commanded by a leader named BOOK VI. 
Bappoojee Sindiah. Monson was now advanced about fifty c h a p  x h i .
miles beyond the Mokundra pass, where ho had expected--------
to procure supplies, and to communicate with Colonel 18W- 
Murray, who was advancing from Guzerat towards Ougein.
He made his first movement towards the spot where 
Holkar crossed the river, in the hope of being able to 
attack him with advantage, before lxis troops recovered 
from the confusion which the passage of the river would 
bo sure to produce. Afterwards, however, reflecting that 
be had only two days’ grain in his camp, that part of his 
corps was detached to bring up grain, that one battalion 
°f it was on the inarch to join him from Hiuglais-Ghur, 
and that the enemy’s cavalry was very numerous ; expect- 
!ng, also, to be joined by an escort, with treasure for the 

j Use of his detachment; and having received accounts from 
, Colonel Murray of his intention to fall back on the Myhie 
■ river, he determined to retire to the Mokundra pass.1 The 

Whole of the baggage and stores was sent off to Soonarah, 
four in the morning of the 8th. Monson remained on 

the ground of encampment till half-past nine, with his 
! detachment formed in order of battle. No enemy having 
. appeared, he now commenced his march; leaving the 
i irregular cavalry, with orders to follow in half an hour, 

and afford the earliest information of the enemy’s mo
tions. The detachment had marched six coss, when intel
ligence was received that the irregular cavalry, thus 
remaining behind, had beeu attacked and defeated by 
Holkar’s horse; and that Lieutenant Lucan, and several 
other officers, were prisoners.2 The detachment continued 
its march, and, next day about noon, reached, unmolested, 
the Mokundra pass. On the morning of the 10th, a large 
body of the enemy’s cavalry appeared, and continually 
increased iu numbers till noon the following day; when 
Holkar summoned the detachment to surrender their 
arms. A refusal being returned, he divided his force into 
three bodies, and made a vigorous attack on the front and

1 Munson's determination to retreat H  affirmed by Ameer Khun to have been 
adopted by tile treacherous n h ire of Bapooji-v Sindiah. who was In secret un. 
der.;; Hiding with Jeswuut ttao. Memoirs, 216.—W.

2 I.ncan was deserted by most of the hor-c lie commanded, was wounded 
“hd taken prisoner, and died at Kotali. Bnpoojoe, with his cavalry, tied 
Upon iloikar'a first appearance, and afterwards joined him. Memoirs, PIS,
Note.-W .

[t( Ell VfiT
*’ ^ . e b t k e a t  o f  g e n e r a l  m o n s o n . i l m j



■ flOOK VI: f3auks of the British corps. The position and steftmtSSS 1 
lakSifni. of the troops enabled them to sustain reiterated onsets,
---------- persevered in till night, when Holkar drew off to a dis-

1801. tance of two coss ; and being joined by his infantry and 
guns, was expected to renew his attacks on the following 
morning. Monson, not regarding his position as tenable, 
and fearing lest the enemy should get in his rear, adopted 
the resolution of retiring to Ivotah. Arrived at this place, 
on the morning of the I2th, after two marches, rendered 
excessive harassing by the rain, which fell in torrents, and 
the enemy who pursued them, the Baja refused to admit 
them, aud professed his inability to furnish any supplies. 
As the troops were suffering by want of provisions, the 
decision of Monson was, to advance to the ghaut or ford 
of the Gaumus Nuddi, only seven mile3 off.1 But the i 
rain had fallen with great violence, since the 10th, and the | 
soil was soft. The troops were unable, therefore, to reach 
the rivulet, till the morning of the 13th, when it wiri 
found impassable. They halted on the 14th, to procure a 
supply of grain from a neighbouring village; and attempted, 
on the 10th, to continue the march ; but it was found im
possible to proceed with the guns. In hopes of an abate
ment of tho rain, they made another halt. I t  rained 
during the whole of the night of the 15th ; and, next 
morning, the guns had sunk so deep in the mud, as not to 
be extricable. The camp was without provisions ; and all 
the neighbouring villages were exkaused. The detach
ment was under an absolute necessity to proceed : Monson 
■was therefore obliged to spike and leave the guns, sending 
injunctions to the Raja of Boondee to extricate, and 
remove them to a place of security. The country was 
so completely overflowed, that th? troops could hardly 
march. The Chumbeleo rivulet, which they reached on 
tho 17th, was not fordable ; on the 18th, the European 

■ artillerymen were crossed over on elephants, and sent on
1 The Ran a of Kotah, Zalim Sing, always denied Ins having refused tlT 

detachment fund, and said iie had offered it an asylum without the walls* 
He could scarcely, with a due regard to his own safety, hnve received then* 
into his fortress, and as it was, he was compelled to pay Holkar a tine of ten 
lues of rupees for his equivocal conduct. Mahr. Hist , iii., 200. Malcol®* 
Central India, i., 499. Memoir of Aineer Khan, 2i<r. Lord Lake ul-° 
writes, Znuliin Sing, of Kotah, has acted uncommonly well, and proved him' 
Bell ;i Ycrnnicnt: he will, in all probability,
most sev erely from it, particularly if Colonel Monson should quit his country* 
despatches, iv. 179.

f ' y
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(  J j f j  R E T R E A T  OF G E N E R A L  M O N SO N . i S S

to  Rampoora ; on the 19th, the rivulet continued to s w e l l ; BO O K  \T. 
cbrn^Aititn great difficulty and some danger, w as procured c h a p . xm.
for two days ; on the evening of the 21st, the camp of a ---------
body of the enemy’s horse was successfully beaten u p ; on 180‘1- 
the 23rd and 24th, a few rafts having been procured, three 
battalions of the detachment were moved across ; the re
mainder, about seven hundred men, were attacked by a 
party of the enemy’s horse, but able to repel them. On 
the morning of the 25th, after the whole of the detach
ment had been got over, not without loss, they moved in 
different corps, assailed as they passed, by the hill-people 
and banditti, towards Rampoora, at which some of them 
arrived on the 27th, others not till the 29th.

At Rampoora, Monson was joined by two battalions of 
sepoys, a body of irregular horse, four six-pounders, two 
howitzers, and a supply of grain, sent to his relief from 
Agra, by the Commander-in-Chief, as soon as he received 
intelligence of the disasters of the detachment. As tha 
country, however, was destitute of provisions, as Holkar 
Was advancing in considerable force, as Monson expected 
to be joined at Khoosul-Ghur by six battalions and twenty- 
one guns, under Sudasheo Bhao Bukshee, in the service of 
Sindiah, and then to obtain provisions which would euablo 
him to keep the field, he resolved to continue his march 
to that place, leaving a sufficient garrison for the protec
tion of Rampoora.

He reached the river Bannas about daybreak on the 
22nd of August. It was not fordable. Three boats were 
found, with which one of the battalions was transported, 
for the purpose of conducting the treasure to Khoosul- 
Ghur. The next morning the cavalry of the enemy pitched 
their camp about four miles distant from the British 
detachment. On the morning of the 24th, the river having 
fallen, Monson began to transport his baggage. The 
greater part of the baggage, and four battalions, had 
crossed, and General Monson, with the remaining batta- 
lion and the piquets of the rest was preparing to follow, as 
soon as the remainder of the baggage and the people of 
the camp had effected their passage, when the enemy, a 
great number of whose cavalry had already passed to the 
right and the left of the British position, brought up their 
infantry and guns, and opened a heavy cannonade on the



X^QJS^Yfe small body of the English that still remained on HiSnhro 
ciiAFi Xnl of the river. Monson led them directly to the charge, 

_ and they succeeded in taking some guns; but were soon
1804. overpowered by excess of numbers, and with great diffi

culty effected their retreat, covered by the fire of one cf 
the battalions on the opposite side, which advanced to the 
bank of the river to protect them. The enemy prosecuted 
their advantage, and Monson was obliged to abandon bis 
baggage, and fly to Khoosul-Ghur, which he reached on 
the night of the 25th of August. On the morning of the 
26th, the enemy’s cavalry encamped round him in separate 
bodies. A t the same time a correspondence was detected 
between some of the native officers and the enemy; and 
though decisive measures to check the mischief were 
immediately adopted, two companies of infantry, and a 
large proportion of the irregular cavalry, made their 
escape.1 On the same day Monson quitted the fort, hav
ing spiked the last remaining howitzer; and, with the 
men in an oblong square, began to proceed. During the 
night and the following day, the enemy’s cavalry, sup
ported by guns, attempted several times, but without 
success, to penetrate the detachment; who, on the night 
of the 27th, took possession of the ruined fort of Hiudown, 
and next day, at noon, continued their retreat towards 
Agra. They had no sooner cleared the ravines near Hin- 
down, than a desperate charge, in three separate bodies, 
■was made upon them by the enemy’s horse. The sepoys 
had sufficient discipline to reserve their fire till the enemy 
had almost come up to the bayonet. I t  was then given 
with effect; and the enemy immediately turned, and fled 
in all directions. Having reached the Biana pass, about 
sunset on the 28th, when the troops were almost ex
hausted with hunger and fatigue, Monson halted, with a 
view to pas3 the night at the entrance. But the enemy’s 
guns approaohed, and began a galling fire. He was there
fore obliged to prosecute his retreat. The night was d a rk , 
the camp-followers and baggage mixed with the line, the 
troops were thrown into confusion, order could no more 
by restored, and the different corps concluded their re-

1 Simllah'j troops stationed at Kluiodnil-Ohur, and Intended to co operate
S 1 ' «*» Itriiisli, cmicntoured to plunder the total, and being opposed by tho 
lirmsib detachment, were in opon hostility.—W. '
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N %at4^!great disorder, the last of them reaching Agra on BOOK VI. 
the 31st of August. The enemy followed in straggling chap. x ih .
parties, for purposes of plunder, as liar as Futtypoor, -*-------
but made no united attack after that on the night of 1804. 
the 2oth.1

During the retreat of his detachment, Colonel Murray, 
with the division of the British army from Quzerat, ad
vanced into the heart of the I-Iolkar dominions ; and on 
the 24th of August took possession of the capital, Indore.
The commander of the troops which had been left for its 
protection retired without opposition.3

'  Printed papers, nt snpra, No. 25, pp. 229—339. Despatches, iv. 199.
2 Printed papers, ut supra, t>. 240.—M.
It is observed of Colonel Alonson by Lord Lake (Despatches iv. 245), that it 

is extraordinary, “ that a man, brave as a lion, should have no judgment or 
reflection.” There is perhaps, nothing very extraordinary In the combination 
of courage with lack of judgment, and it must be suspected there was want of 
judgment In this disastrous retreat. At the same time, it is clear that all the 
fault was not Munson’s, that very much of it was Murray’s, and that both had 
been placed in an awkward position, by those who planned their operations.
Kach was advanced to a great distance from effective support, with a force in- 
sufficient to encounter the enemy by whom they were separated, and whose 
strength was greatly and fatally miscalculated by the Cominander-in-Chief 
(Letter to Lord Wellesley, July 1st, 1805. Despatches, v,, 283). Lord Lake 
was informed, and he believed the information, that Holkar’s resources were 
reduced to the lowest ebb, and that his army was almost annihilated. He 
estimated the force to be left'with Colonel Monaon by a proportionate scale 
and the estimate proved erroneous. According to Lord Lake, however, Mon- 
Bon advanced considerably beyond the point nt which he had been directed to 
remain, the passes of Boondee and Lakery, in the mountains south of Ram- 
poora, by which the entrance from Malwa into Bundelcund was secured. It 
was the Cominander-in-Chiefs intention that tho detachment should have 
remained in this position until the termination of the rainy season, when either 
alone, or reinforced, as might have l cen necessary, it could have advanced 
into Malwa.

Colonel Monson, however, tempted by the prospect of some unimportant 
advantage, moved on first to Kotah, and then to the Mokundra pass, which ho 
described, in reply to Lord Lake’s disapprobation of liis movement, as equally 
udapted to secure the object proposed, and thus, according to Lord Lake’s 
statement, persuaded him against his own opinions to acquiesce in tho advance 
so fer. When here, however, Monson thought it would be an advantage to 
occupy Hinglalz-Ghur, fifty miles beyond the pass, and accordingly extended 
Ids forward movement. After taking the fortress, he learned that llolkar was 
about to cross tho Churabul, and wrote to Lord Lake to say that ho intended 
to attack the Mahrattaa whilst engaged in the passage. In this ho might have 
succeeded hut he changed his mind and fell back. In the Oommunder-in- 
Chiei's opinion this was another mistake. As an equally favourable < . ; :u- 
nity fur an attack could not occur, the omission should have been repaired by 
nn attack under the most favourable circumstances that could be obtained.
'■The numbers of Monson’s force were certainly inferior to those of the enemy,
b u t  ho h ad  on  h is  s id e  d isc ip lin e , a p p r o v a l  v a lo u r, an d  th e  choice o f p o sitio n .
A bold effort was also uen s.sury to extricate him from his situation, and to 
avoid the disgrace and misfortunes inseparable from u rapid retreat. I he re-
tl'Cttl Wes, ho w e v er, ••onthnir*?! to  M okiitltlfS  w ith  th e  d e c la re d  In te n tio n  of 
m a k in g  a  s ta n d  th e re ,  b u t  h e re  ag a in  M unson fa iled  111 re so lu tio n , um l a f te r

'
ynl at Katnpoora, were owing rather to the climate than to the enemy. Colonel 
Hontou readied Btunpoora on tho 27th July, n.nd did uot move again till the

((|)| (ei
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BOOK VI. Upon the escape of Monson to Agra, Holkar advanced 
c^Friiiz. -with the whole of his army to Muttra, situated on the 

■ right bank of the Jumna, about thirty miles from Agra ; 
180'1- and took possession of the place. The Commander-in- 

Chief marched from Cawnpore on the 3rd, arrived at Agra 
on the 22nd of September, and proceeded immediately to 
Secuudra, where he assembled the whole of the army 
under his personal command. On the 1st of October, he

22tk1 August. This delay Lord Lake observes, in his despatches to Lord Wel
lesley, was fatal. It was in some measure his own work. He says, “ when I 
■was informed that the detachment joined by the reinforcement was at Bam- 
poora. I transmitted instructions to Colonel Monson to make a stand at that 
place if such measure appeared to him practicable.” This is ralher a ques
tionable account of the transaction. The reinforcement did not join till the 
14th of August. Lord Lake could not have heard ol the junction in much less 
than a week afterwards, and his instructions to remain, if practicable, must 
have met Monson on the march towards Agra. Long before this, however, 
Lo.d Lake had sent to Monson orders to suspend his retreat. On the 28th of 
June, Monson writes to Colonel Don in the rear; “ The Commander-in-Chief 
positively forbids me falling back, even further than Kotah, therefore, wc must 
(the whole) remain at Itampoora until I hear further from him.” Memoir of 
Colonel Don. East India Military Calendar, ii, 548. Lord Lake, therefore, 
seems to have been the cause of Colonel Monson’s protracted stay at 1,’am- 
poora, although it does not excuse his want of decision in hesitating at unce 
to quit a place where it was inu-ossible to make a stand, or his want of judg
ment in eventually leaving it if it was defensible. Every day's delay tended 
to render the country still more impassable at such a season; mid, undoubt
edly. a* Monson did finally think it necessary to leave Puimpoora, he should 
have quitted it with the least possible delay. Besides the other obvious ad
vantages of such expedition, he would have shortened the distance between 
him and his reinforcements, they would have encountered him earlier and in 
better organization, and the whole would probably have effected their return 
to the Company a territories in good order, and with little comparative dis
honour ot lo.̂ s. A full investigation of the circumstances of the retreat was 

X Promised to the Court of Directors (Despatches, iv., 343), but it does not ap
pear that any other explanation was attempted than that furnished after the 
close of the campaign by Lord Lake, and referred to above (Despatches, v., 
283). It is clear from this account, that Monson was in insufficient strength, 
hut it is also evident that he advanced with great, imprudence, and with very 
imperfect information, and that when he judged it prudent to retreat, (and 
with his force, without any Europeans, and without regular cavalry, it would 
have been very hazardous to have done anything, else), he displaced great 
want of singleness and steadiness of purpose, by which he lost invaluable time, 
and exposed his troops to destruction. The consequences were most disastrous. 
The actual loss, severe as it was, was the least of its evils. It impressed all 
India with the belief that Holkar was able to resist, and likely to overcome the 
power of the English; it gave fresh life to hostile hopes, and activity to dan
gerous intrigues ; it encouraged Sindiah and the Bhonsla to pursue measures 
which, hut for the prudent forbearance of the Governor-General would again 
ha . - brought their armies into the field, and it tempted the Imja of Bhurtpore 
to enter into a  confederacy with Holkar, and was thus productive of all the 
disgrace and !osu consequent upon the siege of that fortress. Had not Mon- 
son’s detachment been exposed to  destruction, Holkar must have been exter
minated in the early part of the ensuing campaign, or in the end of 1S04, and 
an immense saving of treasure and life would have been effected, whilst all the 
political advantages expected from the war, a nd  which in impatience of its 
protract! d continuance were thrown away by Lord Welles lev’s successors, 
would, in all probability, have been secured.—W.



X  GALLANT DEFENCE OF DELHI. V V J l l
u S / y  . , n i j
\tqjarohud towards Muttra, from which, as lie advanced, BOOK VI. 

'SolTcW retired, and planned an important stratagem, c h a f . x i i i .
Leaving his cavalry to engage the attention of the British ---------
Commander, which they effectually did, he secretly des- 1804. 
patched his infantry and guns, for the execution of his 
destined exploit. On the night of the 6th, he encamped 
with his cavalry about four miles in front of the British 
position. Before daylight next morning General Lake 
moved out to surprise him. The General formed his army 
into three divisions ; leaving the park, and an adequate 
force, for the protection of the camp; but Holkar was 
apprized of his approach, and retired too promptly to 
permit an attack. Early on the morning of the 8th, the 
infantry of that chieftain appeared before Delhi, and im
mediately opened a heavy' cannonade. The garrison was 
small, consisting entirely of sepoys, and a small corps of 
irregular infantry; the place was extremely extensive ; 
and the fortifications were in a ruinous state. Everything 
promised a successful enterprise.

From the first notice of the enemy’s approach in that 
direction, the most judicious precautions had been taken, 
under the direction of Lieutenant-Colonels Ochterlony and 
Burn, the first acting as resident in the city, the second 
commandant of the troops, to place the city in the best 
state of defence which circumstances would permit.
During the 8th, the distance from which the enemy fired 
prevented much execution. On the 9th, however, having 
erected a battery, within breaching distance, the_v demo
lished a part of the wall, and would have quickly effected 
a breach; when a sally was planned to check their pro
gress. Two hundred sepoys, and 150 of the irregular 
corps, under the command of Lieutenant Rose, performed 
the exploit with great gallantry ; took possession of the 
enemy’s battery ; spiked their guns ; and threw them 
into so much confusion, that they fired upon their ow n 
people, who, flying from the assailing party, were mistaken 
for British troops. The principal operations from this 
time were carried on under cover of extensive gardens and 
adjoining ruins on the southern face of the fort ; and they 
soon made a breach in the curtain between fv.o of the 
gates. Measures which were completed by tho evening of 
the 12th. to preclude communication bet ween the breach



^ /
x^@Ol£jYr. and the town, prevented tlieir profiting by that advantage. 

c h a p . x i i i . But, on the 13th, appearances indicated the intention of a
■--------- very serious attack. At daybreak, on the 14th, the guns

1804. 0f j^e enemy opened in every direction. A large body of 
infantry advanced under cover of this cannonade, pre
ceded by ladders, to the Lahore gate. They were received, 
however, with so much steadiness and gallantry, that they 
were driven back, leaving their ladders, with considerable 
confusion, and considerable loss. Inactive to a great 
degree, during the rest of the day, they made a show 
towards evening of drawing some guns to another of the 
gates ; but took advantage of the night; and in the 
morning their rear guard of cavalry at a distance was all 
that could be seen. As the number of the men, by whom 
Delhi was defended, was too small to admit of regular 
reliefs, or to make it safe for them to undress, provisions 
and sweetmeats were served out to them daily at the ex
pense of government, “ which,” according to the informa
tion of Colonel Oehterlony, “ had the best effect upon 
their spirits.” That officer concludes his report with the 
following merited eulogium: “ The fatigue suffered by 
both officers and men could bo exceeded by nothing but 
the cheerfulness and patience with which it was endured ; 
and it cannot but reflect the greatest honour on the disci
pline, courage, and fortitude of British troops, in the eyes 
of all Hindustan, to observe, that, with a small force, they 
sustained a siege of nine days, repelled an assault, and 
defended a city ten miles in circumference, and which had 
ever, heretofore, been given up at the first appearance of 
an enemy at its gates.” 1

1 Printed papers, ut supra, p. 233,243—248.—M .,
The defence of Delhi only wunts an Orme to form a worthy pendant to that 

of Arcot by Clive. A city of great extent, containing a mixed population, upon 
whose fidelity no reliance could be placed, and enclosed by walls whit h,never 
intended for military protection, were in a dilapidated condition, was tc-ieged 
by a force of about 20,000 men, witli above 100 pieces of cannon, and defended 
by arcely more than &00 men. with eleven guns. The troops employed in 
the defence consisted of the 2nd battalion of the 14th, and four companies of 
the IVth native infantry, two weak battalions which had come over from Sin* 
huh in the preceding war, and three battalions of Nejecl s or irregular infan
try. These last had mutinied on the approach of the enemy, but the mutiny 
was immediately suppressed by vigorous measures, tiic ringleaders were 
i ■ • Ui'cd, a native court-martial was held upon them, nine were severely tkg-

U, and two blown away from the muzzles of the guns. Little confidence 
cr»uld therefore he placed in this corps; but they behaved well. A body of irre
gular horse deserted to the enemy. One battalion of native infantry, the 2nd 
of th 4th, was stationed in Selim Gurli, the fort and palace, as a guard to the 
family of the Mogul, some of the members of which hud been detected iu a
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f(S)I <SL\^V ^5^K R A N G E M E N T WITH THE MOGUL. 'A H
^^Afeut this period it was, that the Governor-General BOOK VI. 
made his final arrangement respecting the maintenance c h a p . xm.
and condition of Shah Aulum and his family. Over the ---------
city of Delhi, and a small portion of surrounding territory, 
a sort of nominal sovereignty was reserved to the Em
peror. The whole was, indeed, to remain under charge of 
the British Resident; but the revenues would be collected, 
and justice administered, in the name of the Mogul. Be
side the produce of this territory, of which the Emperor 
■would appoint a dewan, and other officers, to inspect the 
collection, and ensure the application to his use, a sura of 
90,000 rupees would be issued from the treasury of the 
Resident at Delhi, for the expenses of himself and his 
family. But “ in extending,” says the Governor-General,
“ to the royal family the benefits of the British protection, 
no obligation was imposed upon us, to consider the rights 
and claims of his Majesty Shah Aulum as Emperor of 
Hindustan; and the Governor-General has deemed it 
equally unnecessary dud inexpedient, to combine with the 
intended provision for his Majesty and his household, the 
consideration of any question connected with the future 
exercise of the Imperial prerogative and authority.” 1

Towards the end of June, the state of the country 
at that time rendering military operations impracticable 
m the Deccan, Major-General Wellesley was called to

correspondence with flolkar. So little did Lord Lake anticipate the possibi
lity of Delhi being defeated by such disproportionate forces, that he had in
structed the Resident to withdraw all tiie regular troops into the fort for the 
protection of the person of Shah Aiem and t’.i it of tho royal family, leaving for 
the defence of the « ity such irregulars as might have been entertained. Tho 
Resident, Lieut.-Col. Ochterlony, who had made such preparation us the time 
permitted for the defence of the city, acting under these instructions, direct <1 
the Commandant, Colonel Warn, to retire with his detachment into the cite, 
and take up the ground lately occupied by the 2nd battalion, 4th regiment, for 
the night, (of the 7th November,) placing sentries at the gates ; evidently in
tending to withdraw the whole into the fort. Considering, however, that if 
t lie city were left undefended, it would become the scene of Indiscriminate 
tumult and plunder, and that its abandonment without a struggle would be a 
d -credit to the British arms and a mural triumph for the enemy: trusting, 
also, to he able finally, if compelled, to effect his retreat into the citadel,
Colonel Burn determined, with the means at his disposal, to defend, as long 
os he could, the city from the enemy. This bold as well as prudent resolve 
"as entirely concurred in by his officers, and the Resident uhlv and zealously 
co-operated* in its execution. The result reflected the highest honour upon 
the defenders, and restored tii .• reputation of the British arms. Oral infor
mation; Thorn's War in Lidia; Memoir of Major General William Burn;
East India Military Calendar, ii. 497.—W.

1 Printed papers, ut supra, No. 23, p. 149.—M. Despatches, iv. 237,
642,553.—W.



BOOK YI. Calcutta, to assist in the deliberation on certain military and 
chap. x iii. economical plans ; aDd surrendered the general powers,
---------  military and civil, with which he was invested. Before his

1804. d e p a rtu re , a  p o rtio n  o f  th e  tro o p s  in  th e  field  w ere m a 'e  
to  re tu r n  to  F o r t  S t .  G eo rg e an d  B o m b a y ; lea v in g  d is
p o sab le , in  th e  D eccan , tw o re g im e n ts  o f  E u ro p e a n  in 
fa n try , fo u r re g im e n ts  o f  n a tiv e  cav alry , and  th ir te e n  b a t
ta lio n s  o f  sep oy s. T h e  p r in c ip a l p a r t  o f  th is  fo rce , fo u r 
re g im e n ts  o f  n a tiv e  cav a lry , tw o re g im e n ts  o f  E u ro p ea n  
in fa n try , s ix  b a t ta lio n s  o f  sep o y s, w ith  a  b a t te r in g  tra in , 
and th e  co m m on  p ro p o rtio n  o f  a r t il le ry  an d  p io n eers, w ere 
d ire c te d  to  a sse m b le  fo r  a c tiv e  o p e ra tio n s  a t  A u ra n g a b a d , 
u n d er t h e  g en e ra l co m m an d  o f  L ie u te n a n t-C o lo n e l W al
la ce . O f  th e  re m a in in g  sev en  b a t ta lio n s  o f  sep oy s, s ix  
w ere ord ered  to  re m a in  as  a  re serv e  ; fo u r a t  P o o n ah , and  
tw o  a t  H y d e r a b a d : an d  one w as re q u ire d  as  a  g a rr iso n  a t  
A h m e d n u g g er.1

Having completed his arrangements for action, Colonel 
, Wallace marched from Foorkabad on the 29th of Septem

ber ; and reached Chandore on the 8th of October. On 
the same day he detached a battalion with two 12- 
pounders, against a small fort, called Laussoolgaum, gar
risoned by Holkar, and distant about twelve miles. The 
battalion met with a desperate resistance, and lost its 
commander. A reinforcement was sent during the night, 
and the place was stormed the following morniDg. Wal
lace took possession, without resistance, of the pettah of 
Chandore on the evening of the 8th ; and on the 10th ho 
had carried his approaches within three or four hundred 
yards of the gate of the fort, when the Kelledar, or go
vernor, sent overtures of capitulation.. The terms, per
mitting the garrison to depart with their private effects, 
were agreed upon, on the night of the 11th, and at ton on 
the morning of the 12th, the British troops were placed in 
possession of the fort. I t  was a place of great strength, 
being inaccessible at every part but the gate-way ; and of 
considerable importance, as commanding one of the best 
passes in the range of hills where it stands. The fort of 
Dhoorb surrendered to a detachment on the 14th ; the 
forts of Anchella, Jeewunta, and some minor posts, on 
the same range of hills, were evacuated; and Colonel 

1 Printed papers, ut supra, No. 25, p. 209.
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'rabacg; leaving a garrison in Chandore, began his march BOOK VI. 
to Galna on the 17th. He arrived on the 21st; took pos- ciia p . x iii .
session of the pettah on the following morning; on the ---------
25th two practicable breaches were made in the walls ; 1801-
and the storming parties were on the point of advancing 
when the garrison offered to surrender. The reduction of 
Halua yielded possession of all the territories of Holkar 
in the Deccan. Of those in Malwa the conquest was 
already completed, hy Colonel Murray’s detachment.*

The Coinmander-in-Chief, as soon as he had completed 
his supplies at Muttra, marched towards Delhi, where he 
arrived on the 17th of October, two days after the enemy’s 
retreat. Lieutenant-Colonel Burn, who had boen recalled 
from Sehauruupore to the defence of Delhi, crossed the 
Jumna, on his return to his former station, with one bat
talion of sepoys and some nujeebs, on the 26th of Octo
ber. On the 29th, Holkar crossed with his cavalry, 
between Pauiput and Delhi, and advanced upon this de
tachment, which he overtook at Saumlee, on the following 
day. Colonel Burn encamped with his small party hi a 
square, which towards evening was completely surrounded.
At four the next morning ho began to move. The enemy 
having posted themselves on the road to Sehaurunpore,
°xpecting the detachment to proceed in that direction, 
enabled Colonel Burn to reach, without molestation, a 
small Currie, bordering on the city. Finding the minds 
°f the men admirably disposed, he resolved to defend him
self in the Qurrio till reinforcements should arrive, or 
even to fight his way back to Delhi. All attempts having- 
failed for the collection of grain, and the troops having 
suffered great privations, he had come to the resolution,
°u the 1st of November, of fighting his way to Bhaugput,
°n the following night; but at this time he received in
telligence of the march of the Commander-in-Chief, and 
was induced to wait for his approach.

On the 31st of October, that General, taking the re- 
Berve, his three regiments of dragoons, three regiments 
°f native cavalry, and the mounted artillery, crossed the 
J umna, to pursue the cavalry of Ilolkar. At the same 
1'ine Major-General Frazer, with the main body of the 
^fantr}*, two regiments of native cavalry, and the park of 

1 Printed papers, ut supra, p. 250, 251, 266, 267.
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\  ,Nitd ̂ s '  -L /  . ^  rTartillery, was directed to move upon the infantry and 
OnAtCxui. artillery of Holkar, which had reached the neighbourhood
--------- of Deeg, on the right bank of the Jumna. The object of

1814- this double movement was, to force both the cavalry and 
and the infantry of Holkar to risk an action with the 
British troops, or to make him fly from Hindustan, under 
circumstances of so much ignominy and distress, as would 
have a disastrous effect upon the reputation of his cause.

General Lake arrived at Bhaugput on the 1st of Novem
ber. On the second he performed a march of more than 
twenty-eight miles, and reached Kondellah, On the 3rd 
he arrived at Saumlee, from which the enemy had decamped 
early in the morning.

Major-General Frazer marched from Delhi on the 5th of 
November, and arrived at Goburdun on the 12th, a place 
within three coss of the fort of Deeg. His force con
sisted of two regiments of native cavalry, his Majesty’s 
76th regiment, the Company’s European regiments, six 
battalions of sepoys, and the park of artillery, in all about 
Bix thousand men. The force of the enemy was under
stood to amount to twenty-four battalions of infantry, a 
large body of horse, and 160 pieces of orduance ; strongly 
encamped, with their right upon Deeg, and a large jeel of 
water covering the whole of their front.

As the hour was late, and the General had little infor
mation of the enemy’s position, he delayed the attack till 
morning. Having made his arrangements for the security 
of the camp, he marched with the army in two brigades at 
three o’clock in the morning; making a circuit round the 
water to the left, to enable him to come upon the right 
flank of the enemy. A little after day-break, the army 
was formed, in two lines ; and attacked, and carried a 
large village on the enemy’s flank. I t then descended tho 
hill, and charged the enemy’s advanced party, under a 
heavy discharge of round, grape, and chain, from their 
guns, which they abandoned as the British army came up- 
General Frazer, whose gallantry animated every man in 
the field, was wounded, and obliged to be carried from tbo 
battle, when the command devolved upon General Monson. 
The enemy retired to fresh batteries as the British ad
vanced. The whole of the batteries were carried for 
upwards of two miles, till the enemy were driven close to



the fort. One body of them, drawn up to the BOOK VI 
eA&tSira of the lower end of the lake, still retained a oiur.xui.
position, whence they had annoyed the British with a v e r y ---------
destructive fire. Seeing the British troops, under cover of 1804. 
a fire from several pieces of cannon, moving round to their 
left, they made a preeipitato retreat into the lake, where 
many of them were lost.

The British took eighty-seven pieces of ordnance in this 
battle, and lest in killed and wounded about 350 men.
The enemy’s loss, which was great, could only be conjec
tured. The remains of the army took shelter in the 
fortress of Deeg.1

After the flight of Holkar with his cavalry from 
Saumlee, on the morning of the 3rd, the Commandor-in- 
C'hief went after him with such expedition, as might 
allow him no time to ravage the country without risking 
an engagement with the British cavalry. Ou the 9th of 
November, that General arrived at Happer, which the 
enemy had left the preceding night, moving in the direc
tion of Coorjah, with design, as was supposed, to re-cross 
the Jumna, in the neighbourhood of Muttra. General 
Lake arrived at Khass Gunge, on the 14th of November, 
when Holkar appeared to have taken the direct road to 
Butty Ghur. On the IGth, Lake arrived at Alyguuge 
distant about thirty-six miles from Nutty Ghur. He 
halted only to refresh his men and horses, and, marching 
with the cavalry early in the night,-came up with the 
enemy before day-break. They were encamped close 
under the walls of Furruckabad, and taken by surprise.
The execution done upon them was therefore prodigious, 
and their resistance inconsiderable. Several discharges of 
grape being given to them from the horse artillery, the 
cavalry advanced, and put them to the sword. Many of 
the horses were still at their piquets, when the British 
cavalry penetrated into their camp." From the 31st of

1 Despatched, iv. 233.—W.
Dord Lake expresses his opinion, on several occasion#* that tills was one 

*'f the severest actions durlug the w ar; it appears to have been the hardest 
taught battle on this side India.” “ 1 have every reason to believe that the 
action of the 13th instant was a very near business.” Despatches iv. ‘Ml, n il .

"a s  a contest- loss with tutn than with guns; the batteries of the < uomv 
Were crowded with guns and strongly posted. Thorn’s War in India, plan 
p. 408.—W.
. * The surprise was complete; Holkar would not credit the possibility of the 
®nttah making so rapid u movement, and went to sleep as it no danger was

VOD. VL E E
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BOOK VI. Octolicr, when they departed from Delhi, the “Brrrohr 
eS&Srin troops had daily marched a distance of twenty-three or
---------  twenty-four miles; during the day and night preceding

180-' the.attack, they marched fifty-eight miles ; and from the
distance to which they pursued the enemy, must have 
passed over a space of more than seventy miles before 
they took up their ground.

After allowing the troops to halt for two days, the 
British General again marched in pursuit of Holkar, who 
fled to the Jumna in great distress, and re-crossed it near 
Mohabun on the 23rd, hastening to join the remainder of 
his army at Deeg. The Commander-in-Ohief arrived at 
Mutltra on the 28th ; and joined the army at Deeg on the 
1st of December. On his march he received the melan
choly intelligence that the wound of General Frazer had 
proved mortal. The loss of that officer was felt as a 
national, and almost an individual, calamity, by every 
Briton in India.

Of the enemy’s force, a considerable portion having 
thrown themselves into the town and fort of Deeg, and the 
remainder occupying a position under its walls, arrange
ments were taken for the reduction of the place. The 
battering train and necessary stores arrived from Agra, on 
the 10th ; and ground was broken on the 13th. Th'e pos
session of an eminence which commanded the town, and 
in some degree, the fortress itself, appeared of importance 
for the further operations of the siege. It was defended 
by a small fortification ; the enemy had strongly in
trenched themselves in its front; had erected batteries iu 
the most commanding situations; and were favoured by 
tbe nature of the ground. The breach in the wall was 
practicable on the 23rd; and arrangements were made to 
storm it, together with the intrenchments and batteries,

near. Afterwards, in the course of the night, intelligence came by the dawk 
that the general was only four coss off, but the servants would not waken the 
Maharaja, taking on themselves to decide that the report was not true. At 
about midnight, (more correctly, at dawn,) General Lake came down upon 
upon Holkar’s position ; by some accident a tumbril blew up just before the 
onset, and the report awakened the Maharaja to a sense of his danger, so that 
be was on horseback when the enemy came, with a few more prepared for 
action. But before the rest were mounted, the General was upon them, and 
the army was defeated with great .‘ laughter. Memoir of Ameer Khan Major 
Thorn estimates that Holkar, in the onslaught, and by dispersion, must have 
lost half his force; estimated, but no doubt with exaggeration, at 60,000 men. 
Mar in IndL 1,303.- -W,
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xS^Dg^Mie light. The force destined for the attack was BOOK V). 
alvreledinto three columns, and moved off in such a man- ch a in  x n r . 
ner as to reach the different points of attack a little before 
twelve at night. The right column, under Captain Kelly, 1804- 
was ordered to force the enemy’s batteries and trenches, 
on the high ground to the left of the town. The left 
column, under Major Eadcliffe, was destined to carry the 
batteries and trenches on the enemy’s right. The centre 
column formed the storming party, and was led by Lieut.- 
Colonel Macrae. The whole service was performed with 
equal gallantry and success. “ By means of the darkness 
of the night,” says the Commander-in-Chief, “ the enemy 
was taken by surprise, and prevented from availing them
selves of the advantage they possessed, or of making a 
very formidable resistance.” The loss of the British was 
not trifling, and that of the enemy very great. Overawed 
by this example of the audacity and success of the British- 
troops, the enemy evacuated the town of Deeg on the fol
lowing day; the fort, on the succeeding nigh t; and fled in 
the direction of Bhurtpore, leaving nearly the whole of 
their cannon behind.1

The fort of Dceg belonged to Runjeet Sing, the Raja of 
Bhurtpore. When the British, in the battle fought on 
the 13th, pursued the troops of Holkar under the walls of 
the fort, a destructive fire of cannon and musquetry was 
opened upon them by the garrison. The Raja of Bhurt
pore was one of the first of the chiefs in that part of 
India, who, at the time when General Lake advanced 
against Sindiah beyond the Jumna, made overtures for a 
combination with the British state. As he was one of the 
most considerable of the minor sovereigns in that part of 
India, and possessed great influence among the Iiajas of 
the Jaats, his accession to the British cause w-as treated as 
a fortunate event, and ho was indulged witty very advan
tageous terms. A treaty was concluded by him, by which 
the British government bound itself to protect bis do
minions ; bound itself not to interfere in the smallest 
degree with the administration of his country ; freed him

1 tainted p opera, a t supra, p. H i ,  252-273; also General Lake's Letter to 
the Governor-GeneraL dated Muttra, 1st July, UOo; Pipers, at supra, No. 15,
P .35.-M .

Despatches, iv, 241.—W.
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\f f i!6 ^ fe « n tire ly  from the heavy tribute which he annually paul 
CHAr. xiii. t 0 the Mahratta powers; and of the sun-ounding dis- 

~ tricts, conquered from Sindiah, annexed so much to the 
temtories of the Raja, as equalled in extent and value 
one-third of his fox-mer dominions.

Notwithstanding these great advantages, and the Go- 
vernoi’-General’s system of defensive alliance, no sooner 
had Holkar assumed an attitude of defiance to the British 
Powei', than Runjeet Sing manifested an inclination to 
join him. On the 1st of August, 1804, a secret agent of 
the Raja, with letters to Holkai1, was apprehended at 
Muttra, and discovery made of a treacherous corres
pondence. The Raja, very soon after concluding his 
treaty with the Bi'itish government, had exhorted Holkar 
to despise the British power, and offered to join him, on 
condition of receiving cei'tain accessions of territory. 
During the same month in which this discovery was made, 
several complaints were addressed to him by the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, on account of the little assistance received 
from him in pi-oviding for the war. In the intercepted 
correspondence, offence appeared to have been taken by 
the Raja at the violent manner in which the British 
resident at Muttra had decided some disputes respecting 
the traffic in s a l t ; and some alarm was conveyed to his 
mind by a repoi-t that the English government was 
to introduce the English courts of justice into his do
minions.1

Upon refex'ence of all these circumstances to the Go
vernor-General, though he regarded them as ample proof 
of traitorous designs, he was yet disposed, on the present 
occasion, when his defensive system was upon its trial, to 
exercise an uncommon degree of lenity and forbearance. 
Ho imputed the offences of the Raja and his sou, to 
the coiTupt intrigues of mischievous advisers ; and 
said, that “ the just principles of policy, as well as 
the chai-acteristic lenity and mercy of the British go
vernment, required that a due indulgence should be 
manifested towards the imbecility, ignorance, and indo-

1 A: i.-ilier ■ ..v.h; set-ins to have been a religious feeling. The letters of the 
a gen! repeatedly allude to the Kaja’s horror at the cow-lulltag propensities '>* 
the infidel Knglisli. Despatches, Lieut.-Gencral Lake to the Marouess Wei' 
lesley, iv. 133, 187. -W .
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mace-of the native chiefs, who have been drawn into BOOK VI 
these acts of treachery and hostility, by the depravity and c h a p . xm.
artifices of their servants and adherents.” 1 And lie in- ----------
structed the Commander-in-Chief to warn the Raja of 1808. 
his danger; to assure him that no design of interfering 
with his government was entertained by the British 
rulers; and to require him to break off immediately all 
communication with the enemies of the British state,
Towards the end of October, the Commauder-in-Chief 
complained to the Governor-General, that tho Raja had 
evaded his application for the troops, with which, according 
to the treaty, he was bound to assist the British govern
ment; while he had afforded to Holkar positive and ma
terial assistance.2 In reply, the Governor-General left the 
question of peace or war to be decided by the opinion of 
expediency which the Commander-in-Chief, with his more 
intimate knowledge of the circumstances, might be 
induced to form ; still, howevor, remarking, that “ if 
considerations of security should not require the punish
ment of Bhurtpore, those of policy suggested the expe
diency of forbearance, notwithstanding the provocation 
which would render such punishment an act of retribu
tive justice.” The behaviour, however, of the garrison of 
Doeg, at the time of the battle fought under its walls, 
produced orders from the seat of government for the 
entire reduction of the Raja, and tho annexation of all 
his forts and territories to the British dominions. As 
Pappoojee Siudiah, the officer who, at the beginning of the 
war with Holkar, commanded that detachment from the 
army of Siudiah which co-operated with General Mon,son 
at the commencement of his retreat, and was one of 
the chieftains included in the list of those who, under 
the operation of the late treaty, wero to receive jaghires

1 Letter from the Governor-General to the Commander-In-Chief Papers,
No. 16, llt supra, p. 23. Compare .lie sentiments lien: expressed situ  those 
employed against the Nabobs ot Areot. M. _

Despatches, iv. 123,363. The gronnd* of this opinion were furnished bv 
Lord Lake, who from personal knowle-’-o of the llaja end In* son, conoid- :ed 
then, ... beiidoleot and uncnlerpri ii.fr char:., era. am unlikely to nave 
embarked in any hazardous enterprise, except upon the Instigation uf 
some of the persons about then], who, from the deapcitue stale i.i their 
fortunes, were ready to advocate the most violent measures. Dosp.

U ~ TheTroops also v.-dch hod been professedly assembled for the purpose of 
eo-operatinv with the ltfttish army, wore urtwnjr engaged on the side of the 
enemy at the battle of Doeg. Despatches iv. 367.—W.
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B(K)lv V't. and pensions from the British government, had afterwards 
cnAT^aa. openly joined Holkar with the troops under his command ;
---------- and Suddasheo Bhao, another of Sindiah’s officers, who

1804. had been sent to co-operate with Monson, had. also joined 
the enemy, the Governor-General at the same time directed 
the Commander-in-Chief to proceed against them as rebels ; 
try them by a court-martial; and carry the sentence into 
immediate execution.1.

The loss of Deeg was a tremendous blow to Holkar and 
the Raja. The surrounding country immediately sub
mitted to the authority of the British government; and 
General Lake, having taken the requisite steps for securing 
the fort, and administering the country, moved from Deeg 
on the 29th of December. The army of Guzerat, under 
the command of Colonel Murray, had been ordered to 
advance from the southward, in the direction of Kotah, 
to intercept, if made by that route, the flight of Holkar 
into Malwa. This officer had reached the neighbourhood 
of Kotah by the end of December; and General Lake 
believed, if he could have made the Mahratta chieftain 
retreat in that direction, that he might have been effec
tually destroyed. But Holkar, though pursued from place 
to place, could not be driven from the Bhurtpore terri
tories, so long as his infantry could find protection in the 
city of Bhurtpore, his cavalry, by its rapid movements, 
could elude all attacks, and supplies were derived from 
the resources of the Raja. The reduction of Bhurtpore 
presented itself, therefore, to the Commander-in-Chief as, 
of necessity, the first of his future operations.

After being joined at Muttra by the King’s 75tli regi
ment, which he had summoned from Cawnpore, ho arrived 
before the capital of the Raja, on the 3rd of January,
1805. The town of Bhurtpore, eight miles in extent, was 
everywhere surrounded by a mud wall of great thickness 
and height, and a very wide and deep ditch filled with

1 Papers, ut supra. No. 15, p. 7—37.—M.
Lord Wellesley’s Instructions to Lord Lake, were, to issue a proclamation 

ordering Bapoojec Sindiuh and his followers to proceed to his camp by «'i 
certain day, under penalty of being considered and treated as rebels and 
traitors. If they did not join the'camp, and afterwards became prisoners 
to the British army, then they were to be tried by a court-martial, and 
the General was authorized to carry into immediate execution the punish
ment which might be awarded them for their treachery and rebellion. Des
patches, lv. 2G3.—W.
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^affoterfh-The fori was situated at the eastern extremity of BOOK VI. 
the town ; and the walls were flanked with bastions, at c iia p . xm.
short distances, mounted with a numerous artillery. The ---------
whole force of Runjeet Sing, and as many of the surround- 180o> 
mg inhabitants as were deemed conducive to its defence, 
were thrown into the place ; while the broken battalions 
of Holkar had intrenched themselves undor its walls. 
a he British army, after driving the battalions from this 
position, with great slaughter, and the loss of all the 
artillery which they had been enabled to carry from Deeg, 
took up a position south-west of the town. The batteries 
were opened on the 7th of January. On the 9th, a breach 
was reported practicable; and the General resolved to 
assault in the evening, as the enemy had hitherto stockaded, 
at night, the damage sustained by the wall in the course 
of the day. When tho storming party arrived at the ditch, 
they found tho water exceedingly deep. Over this diffi
culty they prevailed ; and gained tho foot of the breach.
Hero they made several gallant and persevering exertions; 
but all ineffectual: they were repulsed with a heavy loss, 
including Lieutenant-Colonel Maitland, the officer who 
bravely commanded in the assault.

The operations of the besiegers were immediately re
newed, and a second breach was prepared on the 21st. It 
was deemed advisable to give the assault by daylight.
The storming party moved out of the trenches, where thoy 
had been lodged for the purpose, a little before three 
o’clock in tho afternoou. They were unable to pass the 
ditch ; and, being exposed for a considerable time to a fire 
which did great execution, were obliged to retire.

The want of military stores and provisions delayed the 
commencement of renewed operations, till the beginning 
of February, when the batteries were opened upon the 
wall, at some distance from the part which was formerly 
breached. On the 20th of the same month, the breach 
being as complete as it was supposed to he capable of 
being made, one column, composed of 200 Europeans, and 
a battalion of sepoys, was ordered to attack the enemy’s 
trenches and guns outside the town ; a second column, 
composed of 300 Europeans, and two battalions of sepoys, 
to attack one of the gates ; while a third, headed by Lieu
tenant-Colonel Don, and formed of the greatest part ot the



BOOK VI. European force belonging to the Bengal army, and three 
c h a p . xni. battalions of sepoys, was to ascend the breach. The sig- 

~~; nal to be observed by the storming party was, the com-
1805. mencement of tho attack by the first column on the

enemy’s trenches, a little before four o’clock in tho after
noon. This column was successful, and got immediate 
possession of the enemy’s guns. The second column was 
delayed by a party of the enemy’s horse ; and was exposed, 
by a mistake, it is said, of their guide, to a destructive fire 
from the town, which destroyed their ladders, and rendered 
ineffectual the attempt on the gate. The stonning party 
was also delayed, according to the statement of the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, by circumstances, which he does not 
mention ; and found the ditch so deep, that it was impos
sible to arrive at the breach. The troops, having attempted 
to ascend by the bastion, were repulsed with great slaugh
ter, though the colours of one of the native regiments 
were planted within a short distance of the top.

As the G'ommander-in-Chief ascribed the failure to acci
dental obstructions and delays; as the storming party 
had nearly gained the summit of the bastion ; and as ho 
was informed, he says, that a few hours more battering 
would make the ascent there perfectly easy, he determined 
to make auother attempt on the following” day. The whole 
European part of the Bengal army, and the greater part of 
two lung’s regiments, with upwards of four battalions of 
native infantry, moved on to the attack, under Brigadier- 
General Monson, about three o’clock in the afternoon 
“ Discharges of grape, logs of wood, and pots filled with 
eomhustiblo materials, immediately,” says the report of 
the Comraander-in-Chief, “ knocked down those who were 
ascending ; and the whole party, after being engaged in an 
obstinate contest for two hours, and suffering very severe 
loss, were obliged to relinquish the attempt, and retire to 
our trenches.” The steepness of the ascent, and tho ina
bility of the assailants to mount, except by small parties 
at a time, were, it was said, the enemy’s advantages.'

The guns of the British army had, in consequence of in
cessant firing, become, for the most part, unserviceable; 
the whole of the artillery stores were expended; provi-

1 No. la, ut supra, p. 37. 38. No. 2a, ut supra, p. 272—285.—M
Despatches iv. 204, 292.—W,
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chauated; and the sick and wounded were BOOK VI. 
numerous. It was therefore necessary to intermit the c h a p . x i i i .

SIege of Bhurtpore. One of the most remarkable, perhaps, --------- -
of all the events in the history of the British nation in i805- 
India, is the difficulty, found by this victorious army, of 
subduing the capital of a petty Baja of Hindustan. Tho 
circumstances have not been sufficiently disclosed ; for, on 
the subject of these unsuccessful attacks, the reports of 
the Commauder-in-Chief are laconic. As general causes, 
he chiefly alleges the extent of the place, the number of 
its defenders, the strength of its works, and, lastly, the 
incapacity of his engineers ; as if a Commatider-iu-Ohief 
were fit for his office who is not himself an engineer.1

1 Although it may be reasonably expected, that a Commander-in-Chief 
should be able to appreciate the abilities of his engineers, and the probable 
adequacy of the means at their command to overcome the resistance opposed 
to him, it can scarcely be held to be incumbent on him to be an engineer 
himself. Lord Lake was certainly no engineer; neither his education, nor his 
experience, nor his temperament, qualified him for directing the operations of 
asiege. It is said that lie proposed to attack Bhurtpore, as lie had done Ali- 
ghur, by blowing open the gates,—in which there Is great likelihood that he 
'vould have succeeded:—lie was advised to the contrary, and it was determined 
to attempt to breach with a very ineffective battering train, with a great defi
ciency of officers instructed or experienced in the art of engineering, and with 
ft great abundance of ignorance as to the strength and circumstances of the 
fortress. The fullest account of the siege is given by Major Thorn; many in
teresting particulars are also supplied by « treatise on the Attack of Mud 
f orts, by C. ioncl Galloway, and l-y a series of anonymous articles, entitled 
Military Autobiography, which arc understood to be the composition of a dis
tinguished Bengal officer, in the East Indian United Service Journal, publi>hed 
in Calcutta, in 1833, and 1834. From these sources, and from the oral infor
mation of officers present at the siege, some addition may be mad* to the mea
gre account which the text has derived from the officiul despatches.

Operations commenced with the construction of a breaching battery, not of 
the most, formidable description ; it consisted of six eighteen-pounders, and on 
the right of it was a small mortar-battery of four pieces; the distance was 
above 700 yards. The wall of the fort, extended right and left as far ns the eye 
<‘Oukl reach, and was thickly studded with projecting bastions, well furnished 

h artillery. The spot chosen for forming a breach lay close to the right 
flank of one of these bastions, which enabled the defenders to enfilade the ap
proach, a circumstance that occasioned much of the loss suffered in the attempt 
to storm. In the first assault some delax and confusion took place from the 
occidental divergence, in the dark, of the column ot attack; and in Major 
t  aonf’s opinion this delay was a chief cause of the failure- h wever,
n‘ay be doubted, ms it may be otherwise sufficiently accounted for. hen the 
culnnm arrived ncur the*wall, its progress was arrested by a deep rlltch, the 
ftxistence of which had not been suspected.

* he dutur.ee at which the b;»! terv hail been raised, and tne absence of ap
proaches, prevented the assailants from discovering what was going on along 
u‘.~ foot ot the walla, and permitted the garrison to employ working parties to 
J ‘flwi and deepen what v.u, a dry anti neglected ditch, and to till it for the 
requisite distance opposite to the breach with water, from a water-course ..Inch 
lOQUnunicated with an extensive swamp at some short distance from the fort.

h wa8 the ini] cdunent which arrested the column, us they were wholly un- 
» epared for i t ; a few men continued to cross the ditch above the breach, and 
bi-‘l '!•tlleir way to the latter bv a narrow path at the foot of the wall, iust 

0ad enough to admit one man at a time. In this way, a few men of the ll'ank



BOOK’VlI Tlie Bombay army, from Guzerat, which, had been di- 
chap. xiu. rected to move towards Kotah, was afterwards commanded
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companies of His Majesty’s 22nd mounted the breach, but suppoi t could not 
be given with sufficient celerity to enable them to maintain it, and they were 
compelled to retire. The fort kept up a hot fire during the whole of the assault. 
Many men were killed on the retreat also, as the country was in possession or 
Holkar’s cavalry, who perpetually hovered on the flanks of the columns, cut
ting off all stragglers.

Whatever chance of success the first attack of this description might nave 
offered, from the courage of the troops and the intimidation of the enemy, was 
immeasurably diminished for a second effort, as the troops had lost, and the 
enemy gained, confidence. A somewhat stronger battery was formed, and a 
breach on the other side of the same bastion was effected. In order to gam 
some information as to the ditch, a stratagem of palpable absurdity was de
vised: three native troopers in the character of deserters rode from the camp 
towards the walls, they were fired at with blank cartridges, and the people on 
the walls, being thus far deceived, allowed them to approach the edge ot tlie 
ditch, pointing out to them the direction of the gates. Tlie situation ot tne 
troopers did not allow of very deliberate observation, as they rode off again juj 
speedily as they could, being now fired at by the garrison. They returned in 
safety, and reported that the ditch was inconsid erable; their report was trusted 
to, but when the troops made their way, under a heavy and destructive fire, 
totiic edge of the ditch, they found a sheet of water of considerable width, 
much broader than the ladders thev had brought to cross it with, and muen 
beyond the depth of the tallest grenadier. Some time was vainly spent in at
tempting to get across under a well-sustained and well-directed fire from tne 
walls, and after much loss the column was recalled. Nothing more strongly 
shows the utter ignorance of the besiegers of the localities of the neighbour
hood, than the injury they sustained from an impediment entirely within their 
own power. Had they known whence the ditch was fed, it would have been 
easy for them to have cut off the supply of water, and in all probability the 
first assault would have given them Bhurtpore.

These two failureshaving enforced the necessity of more regular proceedings, 
approaches were begun in a different position, and carried to the edge of the 
ditch. Supplies of stores and artillery were brought from Agra and other de
pots ; and more powerful batteries, though still much too weak for tlie pur
pose, opened against a part of the wall where the curtain was of less width 
than usual, and was eflectually covered by a bastion at either extremity. On 
the morning of the day appointed for the storm, the garrison, whose courage 
had been elevated to the highest pitch by the sh.w progress of the siege, and 
the impunity with which they hail murdered the wounded, and mutilated the 
slain, left behind after each assault, made a desperate sally upon the head ot 
the trenches, gained possession of them for a time, and were repulsed omy 
after thev had killed the officer of His Majesty’s 75th, commanding the ad
vance, and many of the men. They gained and retained possession also ot a 
trench in advance of the lines, from which it was proposed to dislodge them* 
and follow them closely into the breach. The Europeans, however, of His 
Majesty’s 75th and 76th, who were at the head of the column, refused to ad
vance, and the few men of the flank companies of the 22nd who hail obeyed the 
command, were necessarily recalled. The entreat.--.s nnd expostulations oi 
their officers failing to produce any effect, two regiments of Native Iiffontry, 
the 12th and 15th, were summoned to the front, and gallantly advanced to tne 
storm. These circumstances explain the delay alluded to by Lord Lake, lna 
men were tired and disheartened by the conflict in which they had been en
gaged during the forenoon, and bad adopted a notion that in the advanced 
trench which had been occupied by the enemy a mine was laid, by which they 
would he blown up. In this state of exhaustion and panic it would have b*?cn 
judicious to have deferred the assault, as persisting in it paralyzed so large a  
portion of the assailing force. When the column reached the ditch, it was, as 
before, impassable; hut some of the men inclining to the right contrived to 
turn it end to clamber up the rugged slope of the flanking bastion, and tlie 
colour , of the 12th regiment of Native Infantry waved from the summit oi the
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,tha/3ommander-in-Chief at Bhurtpore ; where it BOOK YI. 

aiTiYed^on the 12th of February, and under Major-General chaf. xiii.
Jones, who had succeeded Colonel Murray, bore a full s h a r e -------—
ib the succeeding operations. lti0o‘

During the detention of the army before the capital of 
Runjeet Sing, the cavalry under General Smith had been 
employed in expelling Ameer Khan, an adventurer of 
Afghan descent, who had found the means of collecting a 
predatory army, and made an incursion into the Com
pany’s territory.1 Before the preparations were completed

slope. There was, however, still a perpendicular parapet of some height to lie 
surmounted ; and as this was resolutely defended by the garrison, all efforts to 
scale it were productive only of the destruction of the assailants. Two or three 
of the men did get in at the front embrazure of the wall, hut they were in
stantly cut to pieces by the enemy. So apparent an approximation to success 
™dttccd the Cotnmander-in-Chief to direct a repetition of the attack upon the 
past ion which had been as< ended, on the following day; and on this occasit n 
Jne Europeans, who had been panic-struck on the day preceding, volunteered 
to lead the attack, and gallantly redeemed their character. Their valour only 
aggravated their loss. There was no breach, and the attempt to carry the fort 
oy scrambling in disorder up a scabrous bastion, in which no firm footing 
could be found, and where the party was exposed to a murderous fire, and to 
an equally destructive shower of deadly missiles from a numerous garrison, 
strong in position, and exulting in spirit, was an inconsiderate and unjnstibable 
ca*J*1,g away of men’s lives.
, The writer in the Eust Indian United Service Journal, adverting to the blame 
imputed to the Engineers for the failure of the attack upon bhurtpore, re- 
mar3;a, “ who the Commanding Engineer was, I hare met with no body who 
could exactly tell. I believe the office passed through the hands of several in- 
m^iduuls during the siege, but no one of them was of sufficient character, 
cither in respect of influence or experience, to take upon himself the respoasU 
n^ y  attached to so important a situation.” He adds, how ver, •* even if an 

ucer of the requisite ability and experience had bee n pres, nr, it is doubtful 
•'nether he would have been attended to, for so confident was the General in 
p rps'sllcss bravery of his troops, and so impatient withal, that he could 
bfti ' ^r°Dk the delay that was necessary to enable his guns to make a breach 
m thc ramparts. He had undertaken to besiege u large, populous, and strong 
„ ce, with means that were totally inadequate for such an ent.-rpri.se; and m 

military point of view he was highly culpable.” 'flu- writer proceeds to 
. ^ mc Hie government for not providing the means whilst it enjoined the 
^ 1. ^ .  but admitting the neglect, this does not exonerate a General.

Lord Lake was with large discretional authority, from the culpability 
l^Mfcmpting objects winch his utter want of means rendered impossibi-

' Aracer Khan Jolncd Ho!kar th* first storm of Bhurtpore, and co-ope- 
W  "’ith Ids cavalry In harassing the British camp and columns. II- also 

-  an active part in the different attempts made to cut utl -  e Er'8 1,'d  con- 
“. s coming ,o the siege. As these attempts were nnsuccessfnl .he J t of 

gdu.iporcasrril .1 their failure to vent of proper m art between .W e r  
com ) a,ul 't'dhttr. and ho therefore . ni for them andI sa d . - rs both Sirdars 

not act well together in 'lie -time fleM.it " onMhe be Iter th a t. tie should 
te rS '"  li,: Bhurtpore while the oilier headed an incursion into lhe enemy « 
ftienf1'-' and carried tiie war thither.” " Holkarrecollei ting, a ilb  it is 
ari, ,v8nd confederate, with some malice, “ ids misfortunes at Fumiokabatf 
T m » - S<c:" 10 remain.” and Ameer Khan, therefore, went upon this ex-
Ho Mis direction was RehUotmd, of wltich country lie was a native,
re-hv <a hrhoived on the day after hi, uensrture t>y Henriai Smith, with tin , e 

omients Of dragoons, three regiments of native cavalry, and a division of
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\^JWQK>VT. *or resuming the siege of Bhurtpore, this force returned, 
c h a p . sin. and might, it appeared to the Commauder-in-Chief, he now 
— ——  advantageously employed in dislodging Holkar from the 

180o. neighbourhood of Bhurtpore; and, if possible, expelling 
him from that quarter of India. At two />’clock in the 
morning of the 29th of March, he left his camp, with the 
whole of the cavalry and the reserve, intending to surprise 
the enemy about daybreak. Colonel Don, with the reserve, 
moved directly upon their left, while the General himself 
made a circuit to their right, in the line in which it was 
expected they would fly from the attack on their left- 
They were so much, however, upon their guard, as to be 
secured by a timely flight from any considerable injury- 
In two days, it was heard, that they were again encamped 
within twenty miles of Bhurtpore. On the 1st of April, 
the Commander-in-Chief proceeded with the same force 
at midnight, for another chance of reaching them before 
they could take to flight. Though now passing the night 
in so much vigilance that they kept their horses saddled, 
they had not begun to march before the British force were 
within two hundred yards from them, and having horses 
superior both in speed and strength, were able to perform 
upon them considerable execution, before they had time to 
disperse. So little did the enemy think of defending them
selves, that of the British, in either of those onsets, not a 
man was lost.

In addition to other causes, which tended to reduce the 
power of Holkar, the most respectable of the chiefs who 
belonged to his army, now came with their followers to

liorso artillery. At Moradabad, which was an English station, Ameer Khan's 
party did some mi-chief, i 'it they were detained before the house of the Judge* 
whi< h had been prepared for resistance, and in which the. English residents 
wi'ii . oine of the militia, had taken refuge. They defended themselves there 
for two days, until the appro u ii of General Smith effected their deliverance 
The Mahratta force then moved towards the hills, destroying and plundering 
some insignificant villages: fearing that his retreat might be cut off, Am«cr 
Khan then retraced his steps, but was intercepted, and brought to action near 
Afzulgerh, on the 2nd ol March. Some vigorous charges were made by th® 
enemy, but they were resolutely encountered, and driver, with some loss t f ^  
the field. After toe plunder of some other towns lu Jfohilcund, and sot**® 
fruitless operations against detachments and convoys of the J.i;£rn«b, Aua r* 
Khan re-'.to ru the (hinges on the 13th of March, attended, according to i*!* 
ru  n account, by no m-v then 100 men. He •-ontri’.e l to collect some o i  l'-. 
scattered forces, with wimm he rejoined Holkar on the 20th of March. GencrM 
•Smith returned to camp on the 23rd, having effectually frustrated Amcc* , 
Khan's predatory designs. War in India, 430. Life of Amcor KW*1 1 
360.—W.
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mmp. The Raja of Bhurtpore, also, discover- BOOK T). 
*h|f4he^Hacy of the hopes which he had built upon Hoi- c h a p . x i i i .
kar, and dreading the effects of a renewed attack, began, ---------
soon after the suspension of operations, to testify his desire l805- 
for reconciliation. Though an example to counteract the 
Bnpressions made upon the minds of the people of Hin
dustan, by the successful resistance of the Raja of Bhurt- 
Pore, might have appeared, at this time, exceedingly' use- 
ftd ; yret some strong circumstances recommended a course 
rather of forbearance than of revenge. The season was 
Vei7  far advanced, and Bhurtpore might still make a tedi
ous defence : the severity of the hot winds would destroy 
the health of the Europeans in the trenches, and affect 
evcn that of the natives ; great inconvenience was sus
tained from the continuance of Holkar in that quarter of 
India, from which it would be difficult to expel him, with 
Bhurtpore for a place of refuge and support: And, above 
aB, it was necessary to have the army in a state of readi
ness to act against Sindiali, who appeared on the point of 
renewing the war. The proposals of the Raja, therefore, 
niet the British rulers in a very compliant temper; and 
the terms of a new treaty were settled on the 10th of 
April, when the preparations for the renewal of the siege 
"'ere completed, and the army had actually taken up its 
position at the place. As compensation for the expense 
which the Raja, by his disobedience, had inflicted on the 
British government, he agreed to pay, by instalments, a 
rtuni of twenty lacs of Furruckabad rupees ; and the addi- 
Bonal territory, with which he had boon aggrandized by 
°lie Company, was resumed. In other respects, he was 
allowed to remain in the same situation in which he had 

een placed by the preceding treaty. The fort ol Deeg 
Was not, indeed, to be restored till after experience, for 
s°nie time had, of his fidelity and friendship ; but if that 
"  we obtained, a part of the compensation-money would 

Be required.1
. Bhe conclusion of a treaty with Sindiak, even his enter- 

Into the system of subsidiary defence, created no sense ?} tranquillity, no expectation of peace between him and 
c British government. Before the signature .of the

*•% Ut8uprn, p.40—46,63.—M. Pee Treaty. Wellesley Desputtl.es, iv.
• * p. $36. —\\r.
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of subsidiary alliance, a dispute had arisen iiftbiA 
chap. xinT the fort of Gualior, and the territory of Gohud. The Bri-
---------- tish government included these possessions in the con-

1805. struction of that article of the treaty which bound Sindiali 
to all the engagements formed by the British government 
during the war, with any of the chiefswho had previously 
paid to him tribute or obedience. Sindiah contended that 
they could not be included in that article by any just and 
reasonable construction ; and also represented them as so 
important to himself, tha t he could by no means retain 
his state and condition without them.

The behaviour of Ambajee Englah, or Ingliah, had pro
duced even hostile operations between the time of sign
ing the treaty of peace, and signing the treaty of defensive 
alliance. After having separated his interests from those 
of Sindiah, under whom he rented and governed the pos
sessions in question, and after having formed engagements 
•with the British government, on the terms which it held 
out, during the war, to every chief whom it  found pos
sessed of power ; tha t versatile leader, as soon as lie un
derstood that peace was likely to be concluded with Sin
diah, renounced his engagements with the English, and 
endeavoured to prevent them from obtaining possession 
of the fort and districts wliich he had agreed to give 
up. The Commander-in-Chief sent troops, and seized 
them.

The disputes on the subject of Gualior and Gohud 
began on the 17th of February, 1804 ; and were pressed, 
wth infinite eagerness, by the ministers of Sindiah. The? 
did not prevent the signature of the defensive treaty, 
because tbo Mahratta ministers declared, that, how much 
soever convinced of liis right, and how deeply soever his 
interests would be affected by the alienation of th a t right, 
their master would not allow it to disturb the relations of 
peace so happily established; bu t would throw himsen 
on the honour and generosity of the British chiefs. They 
argued and contend -d, that the article of the treaty which 
bound him to the engagements, formed with liis de
pendants and tributaries by the British government, 
could only refer to  such chiefs as the Bajas of Jodepooi1 
and Jyepoor, or, a t any rate, to Zemindars and JaghirC' 
d a r s t h a t  Gohud was the immediate property of tb®
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" ^ ‘hrinija; "that it was absurd to talk of a Rana of BOlCi]*-*L-i 
Ociiud ' jas no such person was known ; as all the preten- chai\  xnt. 
sions of that family wore extinct, and the province had 
been in the immediate and absolute possession of Sindian Uj‘ 
aod his predecessor for thirty years ; that no right could 
be justly founded on the revival of an antiquated claim, in 
favour of some forgotten individual of an ancient family ; 
and that it tvas not for the interest of the British govem- 
rnent, any more than of Sindiah, to call in question the 
foundations of actual possession, since a great part of all 
that belonged to both was held by neither a more ancient, 
nor a more valid title, than that which Sindiah possessed 
to the territory of Gohud. As for the fort of Gualior, it 
was not so much, they affirmed, as a part of Gohud ; it 
was a fortress of tho Mogul, granted to Sindiah, of which 
the Rana of Gohud, even when such a personage existed, 
could be regarded as no more than the Governor, nomi
nated by Sindiah, and employed during his pleasure. The 
English affirmed, that as the operation of the treaty ex
tended, by the very terms, to all the territories of Sindiah, 
excepting those “ situated to the southward of the terri
tories of the Rajas of Jyepoor, Jodepoor, and the Rana of 
Gohud,” it was evident, that it was meant to apply to 
those of the Rana of Gohud: that if the possession in 
‘1'iestion had not passed to the English, by treaty with 
the parties to whom they were now consigned, they would 
have passed to them by conquest; as the army, after tho 
battle of Laswaree, was actually moving towards Gohud 
nnd Gualior, when Ambajee Ingliah, against whom the 
heir of the family of the Rana of Gohud had been acting,
’D aid of the British government, with a considerable 

of troops, concluded a treaty, by which they were
8nrrendered.

would appear, that General Wellesley believed there 
v>’as weight in the arguments of Sindiah. In the answer 
wWch he returned to Major Malcolm, when that officer 
y*lado communication to him of the conclusion of the 
G'eaty 0f defensive alliance, which he negotiated with 
’ ffidiuh: “ I t  appears,” he remarked, “ that Sindiah’s 
'teasters have given that prince reason to expect that he 
teuld retain Gualior ; and, 1 think it possible, that, con- 
focring all the circumstances of the case, liis Excellency
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*i • •the Governor-General may be induced to attend to Sin- 
chap, xm. diah’s wishes upon this occasion. At fill events, your
*---------  despatches contain fresh matter, upon which it would bo

lfcOa. desirable to receive his Excellency’s orders, before you 
proceed to make any communication to Siudiah’s Durbar, 
on the subject of Gualior.”

The Governor-General continued steadfastly to consider 
the arrangement which he had made respecting Gualior 
and Gohud, as necessary to complete his intended plan of 
defence, by a chain of allied princes and strong positions 
between the British and Mahratta frontiers. Sindiah, 
after a fruitless contest, was obliged to subm it; aud on 
the 21st of May, 1804, he received in public Durbar, the 
list of treaties to which he was required to conform.

The apparent termination of this dispute by no means 
introduced the sentiments of friendship between the two 
governments. In a letter dated the 18th of October, 1804, 
which was addressed, in the name of Sindiah, to the Go
vernor-General, various complaints were urged, “ tending/’ 
says the British ruler, “ to implicate the justice and good 
faith of the British government, in its conduct towards 
that chieftain.”1

» As subsequently intimated (p. -137), this letter, although dated in October, 
did not roach the Governor-General until the middle of February. The delay 
is not sufficiently accounted for by its circuitous conveyance, as noticed in 
Lord Wellesley's reply to Sindiah. The letter could'not have been dis
patched at the date when it was written, and other probable causes may 
be assigned tor its subsequent retardation. The whole of the discussions 
with Sindiah were an exemplification of the cat in the adage, “ letting ‘ 1 dai c 
not' "ait upon‘ I would.’” Sindiah’s sympathies were with Holkar, but he 
wanted the resolution to declare them; and with the varying fortunes of that 
chief, his determination to join him or to keep aloof alternated. A strong 
party in his court, at the head >f which was his father-in-law, Serjee 
Ghatkay, listening only to their hatred of the English, believed, and endea
voured to make Sindiah believe, that Holkar must triumph if supported by 
Sindiah; that lie might, even without such assistance, eventually sucoevd. 
Opposed to thi party was another of the Maharaja’s advisers, with the chief 
minister Baponjee Wittnl at their head, and their representations contributed 
to shake Sindiah’s resolution. The persuasions and arguments of either, ho"'* 
ever, gained nr lost efficacy with the course of events; and that under the 
fluctuation of feeling thus produced, the letter was composed, kept back. aJ1“ 
dispatched, i • probable from a consideration <>f what had occurred. At the end 
of August, Mo.cm’s detachment w;.s driven out of Malwu and destroyed. 
the course erf September Holkar was in occupation of Muttra and threatened 
Agra, and nothing was anticipated amongst the Muhrattas but the total over
throw of tho 1'.: giish. In this stnto of excitement the letter, which is l>*tl0 
better than a defiance, was composed, and it may have been .sent oft' to the 
Vnkeel at Benares. In the course of October, however, fiord I-nke with bi* 
army was in the fiol: ; the attempt upon Delhi was defeat? 1, and affairs begal1 
to look doubtful. The Vakeel was then probahh enjuined to delay the 
delivery of the letter by undertaking a long journey from Benares to Calcutf«J» 
pem-micd no doubt deliberately, so that lie might be easily overtaken, and j>>*
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^ e British government had used him ill in BOOK YI. 

money ; for, whereas the losses to 'which he had c h a p . xnx.

. ~ 1805.
ultimate instructions be regulutcd by intermediate events. Then came news 
j-M'10 Pursuit ami surprise of Furruckabad, and of the battle, and siege of 
rv?c^ ; and a further delay took place which would have probably ended in a 
otui suppression of the despatch, if the repulse at Bhurtpore in the beginning 

m i VUary *lat* 110̂  turned the scale in favour of co-operation with Holkar, 
tn  the ôur»ey of the messenger was completed. This is in all likelihood the 
nWae^x,,lar,ation of tl,e interval of four months that elapsed between the date 
W  if Sindiah’s letter.
i j, to the complaints preferred in that letter, those which had any decency 
in *h-CIn ,at* been repeatedly discussed with the Resident in Sindiah’s court, or 
lSri 3̂’CainP’ autl luul keen, as it wa3 supposed, finally disposed of. On the 
On i°l , y *VC P^sident “ took occasion to require a formal renunciation of 
n n fa  ” ao Sindiah’s claim to the fort and territory of Gwalior and Gohud;
‘nu the minister in reply authorized the Resident to assure the Governnr- 
«eneral that the claim hud been c->inpletcly relinquished by his master.” The 
ueaty was accordingly ratified to this effect by Sindiah himself, on the 24th of 
"lay. His again urging the claim after such full and formal renunciation of it, 
could only have proceeded from a belief that the British government might 
now be intimidated into an acquiescence in an act of injustice.

from this time forward the main point pressed upon the consideration of the 
Governor* General by Sind tail's ministers, was the grant of pecuniary assistance, 
without which, it was affirmed, Sindiah could take no part in the war against 
holkar, as he conld not move his army from Burhanpore. That ho was 
jaoouring under financial difficulties was no doubt true, but it was not true to 
the extent asserted, for when it suited him to march, he moved towards tho 
Evene of hostilities without having received the demanded aid. Pecuniary as
sistance, however, was promised him, if lie would satisfy the British govern-, 
jbent that lie was not engaged in any hostile designs ag ainst them. The proofs 

is tod on were the dismissal from his court of Holkar’s Vakeel, who at 
admnPe?ly*;uul afterwards secretly, resided with Sindiah, anil was frequent ly 

oil.ted to private conferences with him and his ministers. The next condi- 
Moh ♦?’ t!iC removdl from his counsels of Serjee Rao Ghatkay, a man, us the 
falm-ViY universal,y acknowledged, of infamous character, and notoriously 
obii i tn tlie an(1 in communication with Holkar. 11c had 1 cn

. 0 withdraw from the court by the odium he had incurred with his 
brms[yi?ei1, ant* rcsidetl at Poomh; but in August, when the British 
trninr , suffered a reverse, made his aprearanee at Burhanpore, and speedily 
at th* an, asccndancy over the mind of his son-in-law. Bapoojee Wittul dj mg 
ditiu'P PU< *^4, Serjee Rao became chief minister. The third and last con 
w 1 -1. ' • Mi>'-d on by the Resident v.u • i>imlink’s march to his capital, Ougein.

he would he advantageously situated for tlie protection of Mulwa, and 
conrtir 1 y in communication with the enemies of the British state, llv. se 
miH«iUon3 were repeatedly assented to, receded from, evaded, refused, pro- 
the , ,vitl1 t,,c most barefaced and disgraceful want of i or.;*istcncy, and with 
rriii-ht > Ut Purpose of adhering to no pledge, observing no laith, which it 
fi’iYv . e thought safe to violate. The British government would have been 
lio-■ MiiV?btifie'1- in Punishing such insolence and perfidy, by the renewal of 
Know, ^  the enti of which must have been Sindiah'\s speedy destruction, 
ret-oii edg0 of his inability to resist usually came opportunely to Dowlut Rao’a 
Was t(0ct‘oni when mutters seemed verging to extremity, and no submission 
I»rev,Û . ! ase' no stratagem too villauoua, of which the effect was to div-uade or 
^ihdi- t t ,hcIiri::-R esident from quitting the Moln attacamp, a measurewhiei 

Sin, ! Yreaded as equivalent to a declaration of war. 
cap;*.., a 1 at last consented to leave Burhanpore on pretence of moving to his 
the ,n : ‘"jrc instead of raking tho road to Ougein, he marched to Uie east, tn 
r;‘>'rvi, " '  -1 ®f Bunrlelkhand, where Ameer k h m i, with a  body u t hoi sc, was
ttt ii. wn nrt'-iry  oiieratioiis on ilolkar's part. On tlie way, lie comm.ited 
ajt^VProvoked aggression on the Nawab of Bhopal. an independent prince, an 
Wn- ‘ “ i'oi. whom,without any communication w ith tho English government,

■* breach of the treaty of defensive a’linr.re. Theoce he proceeded to
V°E. VI. F f
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\^^^0 0 ?^Y j^’eceiitly been exposed had deprived him of the 
Xŝ ^ 'Jl3rm . means necessary to bring his forces into the field, the

Saugur; and, asserting that he was entitled to the payment of a balance due 
on account of an assignment to him by the Peslnva, levied contributions on the 
counter, and besieged the town. Saugur belonged to the Peshwa, the ally •'* 
the British government: hostile proceedings against the former were virtually 
so against tlie latter, and were every way incompatible with the relations in 
which a’l three powers stood towards each other. At Saugur, Sindiah was in 
communication with Ameer Khan at Bhilsa, and with Ainbajee and other 
sirdars in Malwa, who were in arms against the English; and his language* 
and that of his ministers, became less equivocal. The communications made by 
the Resident of Lord Lake’s successes, were unnoticed; whilst those ot 
Holkar’s, real or fabricated, were received with marks of public exultation- 
2sinc battalions of infantry, with sixty-five gunr, and a large body of Pindar- 
vies, joined the camp; and every thing bore so decidedly the appearance oi 
hostility, that the Acting Resident, Mr. Jenkins—the Hcsident, Mr. Webbe, 
Inming died—determined to quit the camp, and applied for passports. He vnj 
da.'ired to wait some days, when Ambajee Inglia would arrive, and it wou « 
be settled whether Sindiah would march to Ougeiu, or the Resident shouio 
receive his dismissal; a declaration equivalent to an announcement oi content 
plated war, anil calculated, therefore, to confirm the representative of the 
English government in his intention. When this was found to be the case, Sir; 
dial! was alarmed, and fresh pretexts, and renewed promises of a more friendly 
complexion, prevailed upon the Resident to delay his threatened departure- 
The pretexts proved, as usual frivolous or false; the promises were broken* 
the instant they bad served the purpose of the moment; and additional prom® 
of Sindiah’s intrigues with Holkar having been received, the Acting Resided _ 
would no longer be delayed, and left the camp, with his suite and baggage, 
the 2ird of January, 1805. .. *

At the end of his first march, messengers from Sindiah overtook him, an« 
entreated him to return for an interview with the Maharaja, who was prepare® 
to comply entir ely with the wishes of the British Government. Mr. Jenkins 
accordingly returned, leaving his tents in a grove near the camp of Sindiah - 
regular brigades. He was detained at the Durbar until evening, when 
arrived that his escort nad bceu attacked by an overwhelming force of Pisidaij 
ries, the officer commanding it, the surgeon attached to the Residency, anc 
several of the Sepoys had been wounded, and the whole of the b: enrage carfiri 
off. A similar atrocity had been attempted on a previous occasion. On tl® 
night of the‘20th December, the public baggage tent had been attacked, and y1. 
guard overpowered, but the plunder was only partial, and the violence o> 
more unauthorized character. In either case, all sanction was disavowed Jv 
Sindiah, and he professed extreme horror and indignation at the conduct of* ' 
plunders . but no attempt was made to detect or punish thf .n, iuu waa t® 
property restored. The text ascribes the outrage to Serjee Rao alone, in nop ^  
to embroil Siuiiah bevond remedy with the British Government, but it is 
lilteiy tliat it was perpetrated without Sindiah’s cognizance, and it had Pr<’. ‘ 
bly iio deeper design tiiat the prevention of the Resident’s departure. * ()I- 
Governor-General| although lie Immediately-demanded oindiah’s disavowal 
any concern in his transaction, and reparation for the wrong inflicted, (* ;it 
patches iv. 296,) under a guarded menace, of the revival of hostilities, was * 
willing to ascribe it to anv other cause than the uncontrollable licentious** ̂  
of the i'iodurrics, and did not judge it prudent to take any further not®■ ^  
fin- occurrence. The same precarious and unsafe sort of intercourse 
consequence maintained for a further period, until a change of councils u» g 
administration of the British Government rewarded the perfidy of Dowlut 
Sindiah with the possession of Gohud and Gwalior. . ti

•fix despatch from which ihe preceding details are principally extr^- t 
trains also a report of the negotiations with the Bernr Raja, which :C- 

ndvert"d to in the text, although they equally threatened to add to the ene»‘ ,
■ f the British Government. In the Month of August, news of Holkar s fr 
ee reached Berar with circumstances of great exaggeration, dissemma1 i5> j 
as they lmd done elsewhere, erroneous impressions of the injury ho h«®
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disregarded liis earnest applications for the BOOK VI. 
snrus necessary to enable him to co-operate in the subju- o h a p . xm. 
gation of Holkar; the consequence of which was, that ——
when he sent two chiefs, Bappojee Sindiah, and Suddasheo 1805, 
Bhao, to join the army under General Lake, as that Gene
ral would afford them no money, they were soon obliged 
f° Separate from him, in order to find a subsistence, and 
even to effect a temporary and feigned conjunction with 
the enemy, to avoid destruction, either by his arms, or by 
the want of subsistence.

Secondly, the British government had used him ill, in 
respect to Gualior and Gohud ; which had long formed 
part of his immediate dominions, and were not included 
in the list, delivered to General Wellesley, of the places 
Which he ceded by the treaty7 of peace.

Thirdly, his tributary, the Raja of Jodepore, was in
cluded ill the list of princes protected by engagements 
with the English ; while that Raja himself disclaimed all 
such engagements ; had received into his protection the 
family of Holkar; and had written frequently to Sindiah,

fiictftl upon his opponents. Intrigue was immediately at work to prevail upon 
"ic Raja to take the opportunity of recovering some of the losses of the kite 
Yllr i the Resident was made acquainted with the existence of a correspon
dence in which plan* were proposed to the Raja for seizing tire province of 
ytrnbhulpore, and for cooperating with the Raja of Khurda aed other pe tty 

chiefs in Cuttack, who actually rose in insurrection. The replie of the Raja 
^Pressed his approbation of these projects, contained instructions for carrying 
then, into ethict, and enjoined secrecy and caution. It w as also ascertained 

iat lie was in communication w ith Sindiah and w ith Holkar. In October, a 
y^ 'v lfrom  Ameer Ivhan arrived at Nagpore, and one who had l>een sent to 
^iHhah returned. The return of the latter was immediately iolh . ed by 
Vpk-rs for the assemW,1Re of the liaj:i - troops and liis army ranter 
S ^ b e e  marched towards the frontier, whilst in other parts of ins dominions 
evu-a of men and other military preparations were made v. nh great actit it>
' *  representationsof the lisldeut against these measures were me thy a«„- 
tancets ot continued uinitt and the mUttary movemente "ere nuountni 1.1 at 

nr to relist a threatened incursion i  Ameer t e *  <
Ho il lae Nawab of Bhopal in opposing the claims o f ‘h e ‘.-t a «• }■ -"> d  »
Pon ̂ ""ebabad. Some acts of plunder, cnntroitted on the terntorit A h  a 
j.;., ■ V Ameer Khan's l'imlatTies, gave sor e '-oloui to t 'j., , , J

* •  i «  ancons taken in Vofemined thl:
foil,t qf v c “*'tn.n ot Furruckubad and met,, - before
thev ,?1 N. k'poro a t least to wait for tin- tnitin > 'y  . ' , . . .

vssiss sLi ins
x,’11,:e ted a  *1 ? y l-he conuu^  ^ ,J some villages in  the  te rr ito ry  of th e  
S ' t t t n  V „ n ‘'-y 01 lr "°P.s ' «nd  r I “ Le,,v  dlsaTOwed by the  Raja and his Jo  m 
P u t n ,,Y  u t  lns conduct was earnest!} d> com m itted m i

C g ;  ^uestratiem , , e p a n y  emllWerl y I
I Chtomu10 the brtttshstafe. Loiter of the Governor-General to the Secret 

^ ‘ttee, 24tli March, 1805. Dispatches iv, 322.—W.
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\ L  BOOK Yl. declaring, that he remained in the same relation tom m  as 
^'"eHAy'xin. before.

---------- Fourthly, the lands which were to be restored, as the
1805. private property of Sindiah, had not yet been given up 5 

and the pensions, and other sums, which were agreed for, 
had not been regularly paid.

Fifthly, the British government had not afiorded to his 
dominions that protection which, by treaty, they owed; 
for even when Colonel Murray was at Oujein, Holkar bad 
besieged the fort of Muudesoor, and laid waste the sur
rounding country ; while Meer Khan, the Afghan, who 
was a partisan of Holkar, had captured Bhilsa, and plun
dered the adjoining districts.1

At the time of the date of this letter, Sindiah had 
moved from Boorhanpore, and reached the Nerbudda, 
which his army was already beginning to cross. In com
pliance with the urgent remonstrances of the British go
vernment, he professed tho intention of repairing to the 
capital of his dominions, and undertaking the regulation 
of his affairs. In reality, he took tho direction of Bhopaul; 
and, with or without his consent, two signal enormities 
took place. Some of his troops plundered Saugur, 
a city and district pertaining to the Peshwa; and a 
party of his irregular troops attacked and plundered tb° 
camp of the British Resident. At the time when this 
outrage was committed, the British force in Bundolcund 
had been summoned, by the Commauder-in-Chief, to rein' 
force the main army at Bhurtpore, which had suffered 0 
material reduction in the late unsuccessful attempts. The 
army from Bundelcund was on its march, and had arrived 
at Gualior, when, late in the evening, hircarrahs came i'1 
with intelligence of the violation of the British Residency!

i The replies of the Governor-General to these allegations were .nfflcierlt 
convincing, but it is worth while to notice the first, more vi.mkularly. as ^  
example of impudence not exceeded by any thing in the annals even of 
ratta diplomacy. It was matter of universal notoriety that Ihctc two cn*^0 
hod behaved with the most unequivocal treachery, and Sindiah must 
known both tho fact and the cause. “ No Mahratta doubts,” says Cap^ j, 
Grant, that Bapoi jce Sindiah and Snulasheo Iihao deserted to Holkar ' 
DowlutRao’s consent,” Mahr. Hist., 3, The fifth allegation is scarcely 
ferior in shamelessness to the first,fur Colonel Murray‘o inability to proj- 
the country of Sindiah again- - Holkar, was mainly o.\ :ig, not only to the u- jj,, 
want of that co-operation which the treaty entitled him to expect J i 
tru'i-,*, but to the opposition, little short of hostility, which he experien^ 
ft.f.i-Mindi ill’s officers. Letter from Marquess Wellesley to JDowIut Rao Si«ds0' 
4th. of April. Despatches iv., 204.—W.



\  W §Scki3i4,s /amp. Tho greatest alarm was excited. The BOO&A*—̂  
tbr^tlgh Bundelcund into Allahabad, from Allahabad c h a p . x m .

Benares, and from Benares to Calcutta, was denuded o f ---------
aU its troops; and there was nothing to oppose the pro- 18()5'
Sress of Sindiah, through the heart of tho British domi
nions, to Calcutta itself. I t  immediately suggested itself 
i° the minds of the British officers, that Sindiah had 
resolved to avail himself of the fortunate moment, when 
the British troops were all withdrawn to the disastrous 
siege of Bhurtpore, to perform this brilliant exploit; and 
that the violation of the Residency was tho first act of 
the war. Under this impression, it was resolved to march 
back the army of Bundelcund to Jansee, which lay on the 
road by which it was necessary for Sindiah to pass. Sin- 
diah proceeded rather in a contrary direction, towards 
Malwa, The probability is, that Serjee Rao Gautka, his 
huuister, and father-in-law, committed the outrage upon 
the British Residency, in hopes to embroil him beyond 
remedy with the British government, and thus to ensure 
the war to which he found it so difficult to draw tho feeble 
and irresolute mind of his prince ; while the promptitude 
trith which the British force was again opposed to his 
raaroh into the British dominions maintained, in his mind, 
the ascendancy of those fears which the minister found it 
80 hard to subdue. A spirited prince might have made a 
Very different use of his opportunity.

The letter which contained the complaints of Sindiah 
^as conveyed in so tedious a mode, that four months 
lapsed before it was delivered at Calcutta ; nor was the 
answer penned till the 14th of April, 1805. The Governor- 
general had satisfactory arguments with which to repel 
ihe several allegations of Sindiah: though he allowed that 
J'ho Raja of Jodepore had refused to abide by the stipu
lation contracted with the British government; which, 
therefore, would not interfere between him and Sindiah. 

thou proceeded to give a list of offences, thirteen in 
tuber, with which Sindiah was chargeable toward tL 

r*tish state.
h irst, after remaining at Boorhanporo, till towards the 

i ‘lcl of the year 1804, Sindiah, instead of proceeding to 
,'ls capital, in conformity with the pressing instances of 
h- Resident, and his own repeated promises, for the

' G°ifeX
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' -B O ^'Y t- pui pose of co-operating with the British government, direct^ 
c h a p . xin. ed his march towards the territory of Bhopaul, where he
---------- was not only remote from the scene of utility, hut posi-

1805. tively injurious, by alarming and robbiug one of the 
British allies.

Secondly, notwithstanding the repeated remonstrances 
of the Resident, a vakeel of Holkar was allowed to remain 
in Sindiah’s camp; and Sindiah’s minister maintained 
with him a constant clandestine intercourse.

Thirdly, Sindiah’s officers, a t Oujein, instead of yielding 
any assistance to the operations of Colonel Murray, had 
obstructed them. .

Fourthly, two of Sindiah’s commanders had deserted 
from the British army, and had served with the enemy 
during almost the whole of the war.

Fifthly, Sindiah, notwithstanding his complaint of the 
want of resources, had augmented his army as the povei- 
of the enemy declined, thereby exciting a suspicion ot
treacherous designs. _ „

Sixthly, the heinous outrage had been committed oa 
attacking and plundering the camp of the British Resident, 
without the adoption of a single step towards compen
sation, or atonement, or even the discovery and punish
ment of the offenders.

The remaining articles in the list were either of minor 
importance, or so nearly, in their import, coincident with 
some of the articlts mentioned above, tliat it appears 
unnecessary to repeat them.

The Governor-General declared; “ By all these acts, 
your Highness has manifestly violated, not only the obliga
tions of the treaty of defensive alliance, but also of the 
troaty of peace.” According to this declaration, it waf 
the forbearance alone of the British government, which 
prevented the immediate renewal of war.

The next step which was taken by Sindiah, produce1 
expectation that hostilities were near. On the 22nd 0 
March, 1805, he announced, officially, to the British Re
sident, his resolution of marching to Biulrtpore, with th 
intention of interposing his mediation, for th e_ restoration 
of peace, between the British government and its enemies- 
“ To proceed,” says the Governor-General, “ at the lien1* 
of an army to the seat of hostilies, for the purpose 0
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MSfepOSJaiJr7his unsolicited mediation, was an act not BOOK. VI. 
”®HmS5n3i8tent with the nature of his engagements, but c h a p . xur.
jusulting to the honour, and highly dangerous to the ---------
interests, of the British government.” In the instruc- 
fions, however, which the Governor-General issued upon 
this emergency, he was extremely anxious to avoid the ex
tremity of war, unless in the case of actual aggression.
®Ut he deemed it necessary to make immediate arrange
ments for seizing the possessions of Siudiah, if that chief
tain should proceed to extremities. Colonel Close was 
Vested with the some powers which had formerly been 
confided to General Wellesley ; and orders were issued 
to the officers commanding the subsidiary force at Poonah, 
and at Hyderabad, to occupy, with their troops, the posi
tions most favorable for invading the southern dominions 
of Sindiah. The force in Guzerat, which had been weak
ened by the detachment sent to co-operate in the war 
against Hclkar, was reinforced, with a view as well to 
defence, as to seize whatover belonged to Sindiah in 
Guzerat, and its vicinity. Upon some further disclosure 
of the hostile, or, at least, the unfriendly councils of Siu
diah, the Commander-in-Chief was instructed to oppose 
the march to Bhurtpore, as what, “ under all the circum
stances of the case, constituted not only a declaration of 
v?ar, but a violent act of hostility.” 1

‘The preposterous folly of Sindiah in thus uniting with Holkar when all 
faospeet of success had vanished, is explained by the life of Ameer Khan : this 
‘kterr.i nation mu-t have been formed some time bcf.ro he announced his in- 
lo tion of marching lu Blmrtnorc; and when he announce! his intention ho 
f,%  expected that the Raja was still at war with the 1 nrhsh flic treaty 
Mth the Baja was net concluded until the 17th of A,ml, and although nego- 
'Wtiona had commerced on the loth of March, this was a secret to both 
Golkar and Ameer Khan, and the Baja was at tiie same time carrying on ue- 
jwiation* with S in d iah ,for a t hie request Ameer Khan mm sent with Hn-hni a

S d ^ w h e n  arrived

P'.i the English." Sindiah, therefore, had been cd
of hhurtporc, who had been treacherous to ‘1 1 nro'-cedines

*>  Main atlas, when they could no longer w mil thL,r f t ^ c U s hf ‘ "'as fortunate th a t  th e  Ja u t  found it his In terest m a
had he upon the near approach of Sindiahi broken on the -. got ^.on and 

> t n e d  hostilities. Lord Luke, with his army d.M;.n
*1(hW, w ould have been aw kw ardly relumed, between th I ;i . e . hut o

those of Uolhnr and Ameer Khan on the one hand, . a 1 tic, . t L ow a 
:••> Sindiah ami Amhajeo lnglla «» the tr.acT. 1 "as I w y B s n .

''•cation tu fall upon the rear of the English army, had he fuund, as he



n

The Governor-General, in the event of a war, now re- 
chap. xiii. solved to reduce the power of Sindiuh to what ho calls
--------- - “ the lowest scale.” He observes, that the principle of

1805. compensation, which had regulated the terms of the former 
treaty, “ had proved inadequate to the purposes of British 
security, and that the restraints imposed by the provisions 
of the treaty of peace upon Dowlut Rao Sindiah’s means 
of mischief were insufficient— that another principle of 
pacification must therefore be assumed; that Sindiah 
must not be permitted to retain the rights and privileges 
of an independent state ; nor any privileges to an extent 
that might at a future time enable him to injure the 
British or their allies ; and that the British government 
must secure the arrangement by establishing a direct 
control’over the acts of his government — experience 
having sufficiently manifested, that it was in vain to place 
any reliance on the faith, justioe, sincerity, gratitude, or 
honour of that chieftain ” — he might have added, or any 
chieftain of his nation or country.

No declaration can be more positive and strong of the 
total incffieacy of the system of defensive alliance. As 
there is here a declaration of what was iwt sufficient for 
British security, namely, the system of defensive alliance, 
so there is a declaration of what alone is  sufficient, namely, 
the total prostration and absolute dependence of every sui- 
rounding power. This, however, we have more than once 
had occasion to observers conquest—conquestin oneof the 
worst of its shapes: worst, both with respect to the people 
of India, as adding enormously to the villanies of their 
own species of government, instead of imparting to then* 
the blessings of a better one ; and the people of England, 
as loading them with all the cost of governing and defend
ing the country, without giving them all the revenues.*

expected, hostilities still in progress at Blmrtpore, cannot be reasonably doubte1** 
notwithstanding hia amicable professions. Ameer Khan declares, in speaking 
of the subsequent separation of tie  Mahratta chiefs, that “ Sindiah broke c|* 
from the treaty of offensive and defensive alliance again-t the Kugli=l.,” wkkd 
is a confession that such an allianc e lmd been formed J.ife. 273.

1 Is'o argument against Lord Wellesley's system of defensive alliance can b® 
dratvn from the transactions with Sindiah, for no su. h alliance with him ,0® 
the principle of military control, had been formed. The treaty with him c°n '  
temp'; a ted him as an entirely independent prince, and left him full power ove 
both his civil and military administration; his incapability of exercising t"1* 
power, except to his own hurt and the injury of his neighbours, was an arfjj" 
meat hi favour of that sort of control v, liich Lord Wellesley sought to eatable*
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&!Uliah continued his march to the northward, and on BOOK VI. 
the 29th of March had advanced with all his cavalry and chap. sin.
ftndafees to Subbulghur, on the river Chumbul, leaving ----------
his battalions and guns in the rear. His force at this time 1805- 
ivas understood by the British government to consist of 
eight or nine thousand cavalry, 20,000 Pindarees, and 
nominally eighteen battalions of infantry with 140 guns, 

m a very defectivo state of discipline and equipment. 
tJu the 31st of March he had advanced about eighteen 
nhles in a north-easterly direction from Subbulghur. Hero 
h® Was joined by Ambajee ; and the British Resident in 
his camp, understanding that it was his intention to cross 
the Chumbul with his cavalry and Pindarees, leavi ng the 
hazara and heavy baggage of the army under the pro
tection of Ambajee, requested an audience. His object 
Was to represent to Sindiah the impropriety of crossing 
the Chumbul, and the propriety of waiting foi Colonel 
Close, who was expected soon to arrive on an important 
mission from the capital of the Raja of Berar. The pro
positions of the British agent were received with the most 
amicable professions on the part of Sindiah and his minis
ters ; who represented, that the embarrassment of his 
finances was so great as to prevent him from returning to 
®fioct the settlement of his country; that his march 
towards Blmrtpore was intended solely to accelerate the 
arrival of peace ; but that, if the British government 
Would make any arrangement for the relief of his urgent 
necessities, he would regulate his proceedings agreeably

?_"'1 which had been successfully established in the case of Hitt reshwti. There 
A ™  doubt that the Prahwu was in secret communication with Sindiib and 
the V " thniUKh'..it the whole of these transactions: and had it not Hen for 
v_ check imposed upon him by the subsidiary force, he would probably lmvo 
of i ! as tr°ublcsouie as his neighbours. As far, therefore, as the great object 
tho Jr<̂  Wellesley’s system, the preservation of peace in India, was concerned, 
ok,?® Recurrences proved that it was net to he a flee ted by any interchange of 
firm K?tiolis ou the reciprocal looting of equal independence. This hau never been 
T,v (l> and the efficacy of the system of defensive alliance w as not impeached 
tion10 ®vv“ ,8 that had occurred, nor was it denied by Lord W die* 03- sdeeiara- 
in r ’ *he contrary, it was affirmed by it. Lord W elleidoy dot lu. cd that

to Sindiah it must he inferred, that he must not bo longer allowed 
of independence which he bad aba -*d . that all military means of 

the must be taken awe.) from him. This may be called by what name 
deiv.nl-‘ u,r Phases, but this was uii along the essential part t the system of 
to ! 'e tdlianco, and it cannot be said to have proved ineffi»tv\e in regard 
con, r • lh* a-s b bad nor been tried. All that had been substantiated by our 
w i iu Klun* baa been that no alliance of any kind soever could be maintained 
Wer* « prlnce upon whom no obligations were binding, with wimni no treaties

u sacred__~\V.
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to its desires. A copy of a letter to the GhmAirJ 
General was also read, in which reparation was promised 

----------for the outrage on the Resident’s camp.
1805. This conference, when reported to the Governor-General, 

appeared to him to indicate 3 more submissive turn in 
the councils of Sindiah; the Resident was accordingly 
instructed, to inform the chieftain, that the atonement 
offered for the outrage wras accepted ; that the distresses 
of his government would be relieved by pecuniary aid, 
if he would act in co-operation with the British govern
ment ; and that he could do this, only by returning to tho 
southward, and employing himself in the seizure of the 
remaining possessions of Holkar in Malwa.

On the 2nd of April, Sindiah marched about eight miles 
in a retrograde direction towards Subbulghur; leaving the 
whole of his baggago and bazars under the charge of 
Ambajee, On the 3rd, the Resident was visited by 
Sindiah’s vakeel, whose commission was, to importune 
him on the subject of pecuniary relief. A discussion 
ensued on the two points, of receiving money, and defer
ring the declared intention of crossing the Chumbul and 
proceeding to Kerowly, till the arrival of Colonel Close. 
The result was, an agreement on the part of Sindiah, t° 
return and wait at Subbulghur, and on that of tho 
British Resident, to afford a certain portion of pecuniary 
aid.

On the 7th of April, Ameer Khan departed from Bburt- 
pore, with the avowed intention of joining the army ° 
Sindiah. On the same day, the minister of Sindian 
marched towards Bhurtpore with a large body of bin- 
diah’s Pindarees, and a considerable part of his cavab.i' 
Information was sent to the Resident, that the propose 
mediation was the object of the march.

On the 11th, General Lake received a letter from 
said minister, who had arrived at Weir, a town situate 
about fifteen miles S.W. of Bhurtpore, stating that os t 1 
British Resident in the camp of Sindiah had expressed 
desire for the mediation of his master, he had commando 
him to proceed for that purpose to Bhurtpore. The Britis 
General replied, that, peace having been concluded" 1  ̂
the Raja of Bhurtpore, the advance of the minister 
Sindiah was unnecessary, and might subvert the relation3
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X'u t ‘>3arfcy between the British government and his master, BOOK VI. 
to whom it was highly expedient that he should return, chap. in :.
Notwithstanding this, he advanced on the 12th, with a ---------
small party of horse, within a few miles of Bhurtpore, hSOo. 
whence he transmitted a message to the llaja, soliciting 
a personal conference, which the Baja declined. The 
minister then returned to Weir. Holkar, who. had been 
obliged, on the submission of the Baja, to leave Bhurt- 
pore, joined him, at this place, with three or four thou
sand exhausted cavalry, nearly the whole of his remaining 
force ; and both proceeded towards the camp of Siudiah 
at Subbulghur.

The advance of the minister, immediately after the 
master had agreed to halt, the Governor-General regarded 
as an evasion and a fraud. The conduct of Sindiah, and 
some intercepted letters, taken from an agent of Sindiah, 
despatched to Holkar, toward the close of the month of 
March, convinced the Governor-General of a coincidence 
m the views of these two chiefs. Aud, whether they 
united their forces for the sake of obtaining better terms 
of peace, or for the purpose of increasing their abilities 
for war; as it would bo of great importance for them, 
m either case, to prevent an accommodation between the 
British government and Runjeet Sing, it wa- not doubted 
that the design of Sindiah to proceed to Bhurtpore had 
that prevention for its end.1 On the 11th, the 14tli, and 
the loth of April, Bappojee Sindiah, Ameer Khan, and 
Holkar, respectively, joined the camp of Sindiah, who 
offered to the British Besident a frivolous pretext for 
affording a cordial reception to each. He affirmed that 
Holkar, who had determined, he said, to renew his invasion 
°t the British territories, had, in compliance with his por- 
suasions, abandoned that design, and consented to accept 
his mediation for the attainment of peace.

On the 21st of April, the Commander-in-Chief, with the 
whole of his army, moved from Bhurtpore, toward tho 
Position of the united chiefs; and signified his desire to 
u “.' British Resident, that he would take the earliest op
portunity of quitting Sindiah’s camp. Tho necessity of 
this measure appeared to him the stronger from a recent
, , j  -ntiuned in the note lie had advanced in no expectation of preventing 

hi full belief that tho war contiuuod.—W.

' e<W\



Af ent. Holkar had seized the person of Ambajee, for the 
ciiai*. Xiir.purpose of extorting from him a sum of money ; an au- 

“ dacity to which he would not have proceeded, in the very 
1S05‘ camp of Sindiah, without the consent of that chieftain, 

and a perfect concurrence in their views.1
On the 27th, in consequence of instructions from the 

Commander-iu-Chief, the British Resident solicited an 
interview with Sindiah; and he thought proper to give 
notice that the object of it was, to require the return of 
Sindiah from the position which he then occupied, and his 
separation from Holkar. The evening of the same day 
was appointed; but, when it arrived, the attendance of 
the Resident was not demanded. All that day, and the 
succeeding night, great alarm and confusion prevailed in 
Sindiah’s camp; for it was reported that the British army 
was near. On tho morning of the 28th, Sindiah and Hol
kar, with their respective forces, began to retreat with 
great precipitation; and pursued a difficult march, for 
several days, during which heat and want of water de
stroyed a great number of men, to Shahpore, a town in 
the direct route to Kotab, and distant from that place 
about fifty miles.

The resolution, which this retreat suggested to tho 
Governor-General, was “ To adopt the necessary measures 
for cantoning the army at its several fixed stations. In his 
judgment,” he says, “ this measure, properly arranged, 
might be expected to afford sufficient protection to tho 
British possessions even in the event of a w ar; and tho 
best security for the preservation of peace would be,” 
(not the system of defensive alliance, but) “ such a distri
bution of the British armies as should enable them to act 
agahist the enemy with vigour and celerity, if Sindiah 
should commence hostilities, or Holkar again attem pt to

A curious and characteristic account of Ambajee’s seizure is given by 
Ameer Khan, it was effected iby him under the orders of Holkar, and with
the ex pres.-, per mis-ion of Sindiah. Dov.lut Rao observed, “ Ambajee .inglia* 
who professes to be my servant and has lacs of rupees in ready money by him* 
will give no aid. If you can contrive a way of extorting money from him yob 
have the permission, hut the half must be given to me.” Ambajee was con
fined and tortured; he attempted to destroy himself, bur did not succeed. He 
■vas nr. last obliged to purchuse his liberation by the payment of thirty-eight? 
o r  according to some accounts, fifty-five la. s ol’ rupees. Ambajee lngliu was 
in consequence instrumental in sowing a dissension between Sindiah and 
Holkar, and inducing the former to make his peace with the English; by 
abandoning his ally. Life of Ameer Khan, 271, 273.—W.
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disturb the tranquillity of the British territories. At the BOOK VI. 
Ŝ ne t*me this arrangement would afford the means of chap. xiii.
effecting a material reduction of the heavy charges inci- -------—
dent to a state of war.” Yet he had argued, in defence of 1805- 
he former war, that to keep the British army in a state 

01 vigilari(.e would be nearly as expensive as a state of 
war.

the 10th of May, Sindiah and Holkar re-commenced 
heir retreat to Kotah ; while the demand was still evaded 

°f the English Resident for leave to depart from Sindiah’s 
camp. The opinion entertained by the Governor-General 
°t the state of Sindiah’s councils, at the time when he 
arranged the cantonment of the British troops, is thus 
expressed, in his own words:—“ The weakness and the 
indolence of Sindiah’s personal character, combined with 
. habits of levity and debauchery, have gradually sub
jected him to the uncontrolled influence of his minister,

. rJe© Rao Ghautka, a person of the most profligate prin- 
c]ples, and whose cruelty, violence, and abandoned con
duct, have rendered him odious to whatever remains of 
respectable among the chiefs attached to Sindiah. Ghaut- 
,’.a s Personal views, and irregular and disorderly disposi- 
l°n, are adverse to the establishment of Sindiah’s 

Sciernment upon any settled basis of peace and order.
hautka. is therefore an enemy to the treaty of alliance 

Subsisting between Dowlut Rao Sindiah and the Honour- 
0 Company. Under the guidance of such perverso 

councils the interests of Dowlut Rao Sindiah have actually 
sacrificed Ly Ghautka to tho.se of Jeswunt Rao 

rukar; and it appears by the report of tho acting Resi- 
,^nt> contained in his despatch of the 9th of May, that in 

c absence of Serjee Rao Ghautka, tho functions of the 
^ “jjuistration are actually discharged by Jeswunt Rao

}Vith respect to Holkar, the Governor-General was of 
hahu°n’ tllat llis turbulent disposition and predatory 

bl!s would never allow him to submit to restraint, “ ex- 
M ’Dng only in the last extremity of ruined fortune 
ate ! a's no terms ofl accommodation, such as he would 
co^ >  pm,hi be offered to him, without the appearance of 
op cession, no arrangement with him ought to be thought 

j except on terms previously solicited by himself, and
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RO,)lI VIT'ucl’t as would deprive him of the means of disturUnq, 
the possessions of the British government and its allies.

---------- He predicted, and there was abundant reason for the
1805. anticipation, that the confederacy between Hcjlkar and 

Sindiah would be of short duration. In that case, pro
vided Sindiah abstained from actual aggression upon the 
British state or its allies, the existing treaty of peace 
might still, he thought, he preserved.1

About the beginning of June, the confederate chieftains 
proceeded in a westerly direction towards Ajmere. For 
the countenance or aid they had received, or might he 
expected to receive, in that quarter, from the petty princes 
who had entered into the Governor-General’s system of 
alliance, that Governor provided the following legitimate 
apology:— “ The conduct of the petty chiefs of Hindostan, 
and of the Rajpoot states must necessarily be regulated 
by the progress of events. None of these chiefs pos
sesses singly the power of resisting the forces of the 
confederates, and any effectual combination among those 
chiefs is rendered impracticable by the nature of their 
tenures, by their respective views and prejudices, and by 
the insuperable operation of immemorial usages and cus
toms. They are therefore compelled to submit to exac
tions enforced by the vicinity of a superior force, and 
their preservation and their interests are concerned in 
supporting the cause of that power, which, engaged in a 
contest with another state, appears to be successful, and 
in abstaining from any opposition to either of tho belli
gerent powers which possesses the means of punishing 
their resistance.2 In contracting alliances with the petty 
states of Hindustan, the British government has neve1 
entertained the vain expectation of deriving from them 
the benefits of an active opposition to the power of t!lC 
Mahratta chieftains, or even of an absolute neutrality > 
excepting under circumstances which should enable us t° 

. protect them against the power of the enemy. At the 
same time the actual or expected superiority and success

1 Printed papers, a t supra. No. M3 ; Extract of a le tte r from the Governor- 
General, 7Ui J . IsO-i, relative to Gualior ami Gohud, with enclosure■ * 
V 1(17—2(1.1; ami a copy of a letter from ditto, 31st May, with enclosures, 
y 5—MS —M. Despatches, W. 535.—W. —

- Compare with these grounds of action, those laid doim by Mr. Hasting ’ 
In regard to the Kohlllas.
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\  C® ’IVl^ NCE 0F HOSTILE DEMONSTRATIONS. \ | f r
^vi^^^S^pederates can alone induce those states to unite BOOK VI. 

J™w exertions with those of the enemy in active opera- chap. xiii.
Wns against the British power.” It is not easy to see, ---------

at utilility could exist in alliances, of which these were 1805.-
0 e the only results.1
 ̂ ° ‘‘be early part of June, intelligence was transmitted 

ca - 16 ^ overnor'G'enerai by the Resident in Sindiah’s 
Ŵ om Sindiah, in spite of reiterated applications, 

elpl detained, of the probability of an important
unge in the councils of that chieftain, by the dismission 

ei'jee Rao Ghautka, the minister, and the appointment 
“-rabajee in his stead. Though it appeared that the 

■ cendancy of Holkar in the councils of Sindiah was the 
cause of the expected change,2 the Governor-General was 
isposed to believe that it increased all the probabilities 

. a speedy dissolution of the confederacy ; as Ambajee, 
was bkely, would favour the projects of Holkar no 

011ger than necessity required.
On the 17th of June, the acting Resident delivered to 

jundiah a letter front the Comrnander-in-Chief, declaring,
, a be were not permitted to quit the camp in ten 

^s’ *be relations subsisting between the two states 
0ud ”e regarded as no longer binding on the British 

t,o\ernment. Iu some supposed inconsistency in the 
fi j -efs ^  ^be Governor-General and the Commander-in- 
a 10 ’ ’-"adiah fuund a pretext for delay, requiring time 
 ̂ " ôr ebmidation to the Commander-in-Chief.

1 pretext on this ground being removed, the Governor- 
1,®“° '^  concluded, that, if Sindiah any longer persisted in 

refusal to dismiss the Resident, it was a sufficient

i ta t no advantage is to be derive 1 from a liberal pollrv 
-P0Vver stood In n o  need of the aid r.f the petty a,;(l

proiru'tirm 5T'nce8 ot 1Jindustan; but the latter stoo i in urgent need of thu 
txu. tj0,.'n 01 P°'v,,rful and benevolent state a^nii ot the lawless and merciless 
Khan ■>*■' cril-!'ics of such freebooters as Jeswunt Kuo Holkar mid Ameer 
hiujianitv eTen, Stndiah himself. Tn yield them protection was an act of 
W i , q ^ nV0f »K>licy, for it secured the tranquillity of India, ami all the 
'ixchinur« f 1 coup* nor fail to result from a friendly and safe international 
eaiinotbp » ^u> products of prosperity. Although nut necessary, also, it 
of " J * ™ * *  that the command and di-ection of the resources of a number 
Btrentftli nV?, 1 c*erciscd by a ;.;reat one, contribute tn the resources and 
port er to vi 11 utUr* Once confident of the ability and the will of the British 
enomih t - ' tl,e,n Protection, the petty tales of Hindustan have been readv 

~ This ‘ . nllst u,.,der its hnnners and reinforce its armies.—W. J
liia- l’;us a mistake; it was the resentment of Ainbgjee against Holkar 
^bniunwithr^n^K^i1 'vith Sindiah, he, himself, having cause to regret his 

W1Wl that chief, and to dread its consequenccs.-W. ^  C[ 1113



•XjBOOKbVT proof of the necessity of war ; and if war had rrecftw* 
cuaivYhi. necessary, that it should not be delayed. Instructions
•--------- - were, therefore, addressed to the Commander-in-Chief. by

1805. which lie was directed to be prepared for active operations 
against the confederate forces of Sindiah and Holkar, as 
soon as the season should admit.

On the 27th of June, the liist of the days allowed to 
precede the departure of the Resident agreeably to the 
demand of the Commander-iu-Chief, he was visited by 
one of the principal servants of Sindiah. The object of 
the conference was, to prevail upon the Resident to wave 
his deipand of dismission. On this occasion, the strongest 
professions of amicable intentions with respect to the 
British government were made on the part of Sindiah ; 
and his extreme reluctance to part with the Resident was 
ascribed to the appearance which would thence arise of 
enmity between the states ; while he would by no means 
allow, that detention could be considered as a sufficient 
motive for war.1

Thus stood the relations between the British state and 
the Mahrattn chiefs, when the Marquis Cornwallis arrived 
in India. In the month of December, 1803, the Marquis 
AVellesley had notified to the Court of Directors his inten
tion of resigning the government of India, and of return
ing to Europe, as soon as the negotiations with Dowiut 
Rao Sindiah, and the Raja of Berar, should be conducted 
to a conclusion. The hostilities, in which the Company 
became involved with Holkar, induced him to defer the 
execution of his intentions; and, even in the month of 
March, 1805, though he expressed his increasing solicitude, 
in the declining state of his health, to bo relieved from 
the cares and toils of government, and to return to a more 
genial climate, he declared his resolution not to abandon 
his post, till the tranquillity and ordor of the British 
empire in India should rest on a secure and permanent 
basis.2 Before this time, however, measures had been 
contemplated in England for a change in the administra
tion of India. The Directors, and the Ministry them-

'  Dcsprite' ■ f the Governor-Gr .era], dated 30th July, 1805, will) its en- 
cloKure#, Mo. 23, ut supra, p. 287—248.—-M. Despatches, iv. 002. Also, vol.'•  
p. 155, 244,—W 

3 No. 23,ut supra, p .253.
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Np^%U>egan Iq be alarmed at the accumulation of the BOOK VI. 
mau debt, and the pecuniary difficulties which pressed chap, h i

upon the Company. Lord Wellesley was regarded as a ---------
very expensive and ambitious ruler ; the greater part of 1805.

s administration had been a scene of war and conquest; 
war and conquest in India had been successfully held forth 
int ° nation, as at once hostile to the British

crests, and cruel to the people of India ; with a ruler, 
possessing the dispositions of Lord Wellesley, it was sup- 
I sed, that the chances of war would always outnumber the 
o auces of peace ; the popular voice, which often governs 

s cabinets of princes, ascribed a character of modera- 
,,101! an£l sageness to the Marquis Cornwallis; and to 

lose who longed for peace and an overflowing exchequer 
ln ^'dia, it appeared that the return of this nobleman 
Would afford a remedy for every disorder. Though bend- 
'hg under years and infirmities, his own judgment, and 

at  of the parties on whom the choice depended, suc
ceeded in sending him, in the prospect to a probable, in 

e event to an actual, grave.
Ho arrived at Calcutta on the 30th of July, 1805, and 

on ie same day took the oaths in Council, and assumed 
e government. On the first of August, ho announced 

r ? evont to the Secret Committee of the Court of Di- 
cijv°r.s’ hi an overland despatch; in which he added, 
with' my Sreat concern, that we are still at war
Peac aud that we can hardly be said to he at
a£fe, 6 with Sindiah, I have determined to proceed immedi- 
ava^ 0 the upper provinces, that I may be at hand to 
mustmySelf t^terval which the present rainy season
it ca °]0cas'otl in our military operations, to endeavour, if 
Date* 1 ^oue without a sacrifice to our honour, to termi- 
su ’ y negotiation, a contest, in which the most brilliant 
should3 ' * "• a®3r(i us no olid benefit, and which, if it 
Wliit-Vi 00ntmue> must involve us in pecuniary difficulties 

The " 6 S*'a^  hravdiy be able to surmount.”
Oounc ■ )Ment t l̂e condemnation, thus speedily pro- 
equivi*' i°U t l̂a Bd'cy of his predecessor, was somewhat 
8uecefi8 j.' , ^ e moaning might be, either that so much 
further s aireailj bet a gained in the contest, that no 

Vor, YjllC<Je3s would be of any advantage; or, that it was 
GO
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r
contest, in which from the beginning “the mosthnUoMW 

ri*Kxrii. success could afford no solid benefit.” 1
---------  Lord Cornwallis lost no time in commencing his journey-

1805. £0 -the upper provinces. In a letter of his, dated on the
river, August 9th, 1805, he informed the Court of Direc
tors, that “ one of the first objects to which his attention- 
had been directed, was, an inquiry into the state of their 
finances. The result,” he says, “ of this inquiry affords the 
most discouraging prospects ; and has convinced me, that 
unless some very speedy measures are taken to reduce our 
expenses, it will be impossible to meet with effect the 
contingency of a renewed war with Sindiah and those 
powers who may be disposed to confederate with him- 
The only source of relief to which it appeared that he 
could have immediate recourse, was the reduction of 
many as possible of the irregular troops.

Among the measures of Lord Wellesley, already de
scribed, for reducing the power of the RIahratta princes a 
the commencement of the war, was that of encouraging 
by offers of engagement in the British service, the officers 
employed by those princes, to desert with their troops. 
The number of those who came over to the British service 
became at last very considerable; and the expense exceed
ingly severe. Measures had been taken to lessen the bur
den before the close of the late administration ; and the 
expense had been reduced from the sum of 5,83,069 rupees 
per month, to that of 3*90,455. The expense appeared' 
and with justice, in so very serious a light to Lord Corn" 
wallis, that the troops in question he declared, “ worn 
certainly be less formidable if opposed to the Britw 
government in the field, than while they remained so dis  ̂
tressing a drain upon its resources.” A formidable 
pediment, however, opposed the dismission even of thos^ 
to whom tho faith of the government was in no degie 
pledged ; because their pay was several months in arre» j  
as well as that of the rest of the army, and there was » 
money in the treasury for its discharge. In this exige(1  ̂
the Governor-General resolved to retain the treasur • 
which the Directors had sent for China; and appi'lZC

1 It can scarcely be thought that the latter explanation was intended- } c 
Lhe uotn-ii -Kite of the contest it was not Inapplicable. Nothing **1; 
gained from Hulkar; and there was no object desired in further reduoi » 
power of Sindiah.—W.

l 1. \ 4S  / f i  HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. \ 3 |  |



(i(l)l (fiT
/OPINION OF CORNWALLIS. C U A

h( ai 01 this intention by his letter, dated on the 9th of BOOK VI. 
uSust. In  anothor letter, dated on the 28th of the ohap. xiii-

■mo month, he says, “ I have already represented to your -------
uourable Committee, the extreme pecuniary embarrass- 1805. 

etl 13 3n which I  have found this government involved;
®veiy part of the army, and every branch of the public 
apartments attached to it, even in their present stationary 

positions, are suffering severe distress, from an accumula- 
incT arrears > an<̂  unfortunately, it should become 

1 ispensably necessary to put the troops again in motion, 
ardly know how the difficulties of providing fimds for 

su?h an event  are to be surmounted.” 1 
/ h e  next part of the late system of government, in 

' Hck the Governor-General thought it necessary to inter- 
ere, was the scheme of alliances. On that subject, his 

sentiments differed widely from those of the ruler who had 
gone before him.

In a letter dated the 20th of July, 1805, Colonel Close, 
resident at Poonah, had stated to the Governor-General,
/ a t  had obtained an interview with one of the prin- 

^ipa ofhcers of the Peshwa’s government, “ with whom,” 
corTl l ’ “ * couverse(* largely on the present distracted 
yj , llc ,0  ̂ ^hn Poonah government; pointing out to him, 
the ’ m/ n§ to wanl< °f capacity and good intention on 
that^ai.̂  ^ ewan) the Peshwa, instead of enjoying
auco ea'ti m*uc'  ant  ̂honourable comfort, which his alli- 
Up / .  ^he British government was calculated to bestow 
hy re lm’ WaS ^P^ 311 a constant state of anxiety, either 
B ritf?<r>S*'fan0es necessarily made to his Dewan by the 
duct^ f 7 f3ic*ent> or By the disobedience and wicked con- 
miiit .°.  ̂16 Bersous placed by the Dewan in the civil and 
stead c^ai;=6 his Highness’s territories, which, in- 
Went ° ^le“^ ng a revenue for liis Highness’s treasury,
°hject U ^ ma3utaiu a set of abandoned men, whose first 
hoote!. ** °htaining authority to assemble bands of free- 
HmilnS’ ,an^ who then, anting for themselves, hold his 

X  T / 38 government at defiance.”
Close g?Pa^®h from tho Marquis Cornwallis to Colonel 

, Cô ( hy tho secretary to Government, and dated
f c o f & S 1Vn,ttS*.from thc lat0 1Iar<W's Cornwallis, Ac., ordered by the 
pZjtohlctUm (rf i  , t0 li0 printed. 19th VO runry. I8t)8,p.3, am! r,

°®mauder.ia .cy i.‘r  )**“*«• troops by Lord Wellesley, see the letter t s' the 
uiet» «<>• 2d, ut supra, p. 243.



BOOK VI. on the river near Plassey, the 18th of August, 1805, says, 
chap, m i, “ The information which the Governor-General has ob-
---------  tained since his Lordship’s arrival at Fort William, respect-

1805. jng tjjg state of affairs at the court of Poonah, and especially 
the communications contained in your despatches above 
acknowledged, have enabled his Lordship to form a correct 
judgment of the condition of his Highness the Peshwa’s 
government. His Lordship observes, with deep concern, 
the utter inefficiency of the Peshwa’s authority to main
tain the allegiance and subordination of his officers and 
subjects ; to secure the resources of his counry; or to 
command the services 'of his troops. His Highness is 
compelled to solicit the interference of the British govern
ment, to repress civil commotion among the public officers 
of his government, and to provide the means of paying 
the troops which, by treaty, he is pledged to furnish for 
the service of the war. His Highness himself, solicitous 
only of personal ease and security, seems disposed to leave 
to the British government the internal regulation of hi® 
dominions, and the suppression of that anarchy and con
fusion which is the necessary result of a weak and ineffi
cient government.—We are thus reduced to the alternative, 
either of mixing in all the disorder and contentions, inci
dent to the loose and inefficient condition of the Peshwft 9 
administration ; or of suffering the government and do
minion of his Highness to be completely overthrown by 
the unrestrained effects of general anarchy and rebellion.-- 
Under such circumstances, the alliance with the Peslnva, 
far from being productive of any advantage to the Coiu- 
nany, must involve us in inextricable difficulty, and beeo®e 
an intolerable burden upon us.”

The Governor-General alludes to certain circumstance® > 
but the question is, whether these very circumstances a1’ 
not the natural result of such an alliance, not with 
Peshwa exclusively, but any one of the native states ; 80 
whether there is any rational medium between abstinen1-̂  
from all connexion with these states, and the aV0’v'0f 
conquest of them ; the complete substitution, at once, 
the British government to their own wretched sy®te 
of misrule. . ,,

The Governor-General recura to his former opini1’® 
respecting the impolicy of all connexion with the MahlW -

f ( l ) i )  (fiT
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^unions of which the reason was not confined to BOOK VI. 
Me Mahratta states; and he says, “ It must be in your chap. jiii.
^collection, that, during Marquis Cornwallis’s former ad- ----------
ministration, his Lordship, foreseeing the evils of mixing :l805- 
ln the labyrinth of the Mahratta polities, and Mahratta 
y°.^enti°ns, sedulously avoided that sort of connexion 
with the Peshwa’s government, which was calculated to 
mvolvo the Company in the difficulties and embarrass- 
jnents °f our actual situation. The evils, however, which 
his Lordship then anticipated from such an alliance, 
aPPear to his Lordship to have been exceeded by those 
'hich have actually occurred under the operation of the 

treaty of Bassein.
The views of Lord Cornwallis were less clear and 

decided with regard to the Nizam, although his observa
tions, addressed to the Resident at Hyderabad, under date 
the 2lst of August, 1805, announced the existence of the 
satne evils, resulting from the alliance with the Nizam, as 
resulted from that with the Peshwa ; that is, a total dis
solution of the energies of government, in the hands of 

e native prince, and the necessity, on the part of the 
utish, of exercising all the functions of government 

er infinite disadvantages. “ The Governor-General,” 
y  *! ^ a t  address, “ observes, with great regret, the degree 

th  ln êr êrenoe exercised by the British government, 
i ough the channels of its representative, in the internal 
ministration of the government of Hyderabad. I t ap- 

1 oais to his Lordship to have entirely changed the nature 
16 relations originally established between the British 

government and the state of Hyderabad. His Lordship 
aware, that this undesirable degree of interference and 

kj-endanoy in the councils of the state of Hyderabad, is to 
t t e u t ° ^ eCl to the gradual decay of the energies of govern- 
to +1 defect of efficient instruments of authority ;
the 10 circumstances which attended the nomination of 
fiia H-ef ont ministers; and to the personal character of 
to his I m S .eCuadar Jah.—But the evils which appear 
system c ’ ̂ i p  to be the necessary result of such a 
goverrmm ^mdierence and paramount ascendancy in tho 
maintenaiv* ®ydsrabad, greatly exceed those which the 
former are "V'*' system is calculated to prevent-.—The 

°t a nature more extensive and more durable ;
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BOOK VI. and affect the general interests and character oftheBritish 
c h a p . xin. government, throughout the whole peninsula of India.
— ~ — The evils of an opposite system are comparatively local 

1805. an(j temporary ; although rendered more dangerous at the 
present moment, by the probable effects of a belief which, 
however unjust, appears to be too generally entertained, of 
a systematic design on the part of the British government, 
to establish its control and authority over every state in 
India.—It is the primary object of his Lordship’s policy 
to remove this unfavourable and dangerous impression, by 
abstaining in the utmost degree practicable, consistently 
with the general security of the Company’s dominions, 
from all interference in the internal concerns of other 
states. His Lordship considers even the preservation of 
our actual alliances to be an object of inferior importance 
to that of regaining the confidence, and removing the 
jealousies and suspicions of surrounding states.”

In terms exactly correspondent, the Governor-ileneral 
wrote to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors. 
In a letter enclosing the above despatches, dated on the 
river near Raj Mahl, on the 28th of August, he says; 
“One of the mo3t important, and, in my opinion, not the 
least unfortunate consequences of the subsisting state 
of our alliance has been the gradual increasing as- 
endancy of the British influence and authority, exer
cised through the medium of our Residents, at the 
courts of Poonah and Hyderabad. The weak and 
wretched state of the Peshwa’s internal government can
not be more forcibly described than in the enclosed 
despatch, recently received from Colonel Close. And I 
have reason to believe, that the authority of the Soubah 
of the Deccan over his dominions is approaching fast to 
the same state of inefficiency and weakness. The evil® 
likely to ensue from the above statement are sufficiently 
obvious; but the remedy to be applied to them is unliap- 
jiily not so apparent.—In the hope, that by degrees, wo 
may bo able to withdraw ourselves from the disgraceful 
participation in which we should be involved, by mixing 
ourselves in all the intrigues, oppression, and chicanery 
the active management of distracted and dislocated pr0" 
viuces, I have ordered those letters to be addressed to the

f ( g ) |  (at
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ADOPTED BY LORD CORNWALLIS. L A f e J

the courts of Hyderabad and Poonah, of which BOOK VJ. 
/”°TKS ar° k0rewith enclosed.” 1 CHAP. Sill.

t  he conduct which Lord Cornwallis determined to pur- ----------
SUe’ regard to the relations between the British state ***• 
and the belligerent or contumacious chiefs, Holkar and 
_ indiah, was lastly disclosed. His sentiments on that sub- 
tCC, ’ Were addressed in a despatch to General, then Lord 
^h e , on the 18th of September.

tn this he declared, that “ the first, and most important 
Iject of his attention was, a satisfactory adjustment of all 
luerences between the British government and Dowlut 
a° Sindiah.” To the accomplishment of this primary 
„ect of his desire, he conceived that two things only 

operated in the character of material obstructions ; the 
^Mention by Sindiah of the British Resident; and the 
retention, by the British government, of the fortress of 

^d>or, and the province of Gohud. 
the British Governor had made up his mind with 

regard to both causes of dissension. With regard to the 
th^f’ ^  Sâ s’ “ ̂  deem it proper to apprize your Lordship,

.a as a more point of honour, I am obliged to compro- 
re 3L;,01' even abandon, the demand which has been so 

??.a and so urgently made, for the release of the 
onlv 1 Rssideno7> if it should ultimately prove to be the 
I)o»]°t t!°^ a setis&otory adjustment of affairs with 
says «T ■ ° ^didiah.” With regard to the second, he 
0ll ’ t t  is, in my decided opinion, desirable to abandon 
ind possession of Gualior, and our connexion with Gohud, 
fereepeudently of any reference to a settlement of dif- 
i'csit'0*’8 Wit!l Dowlut Eao Sindiah: I  have, therefore, no 
the rf 10n ln res°iviug to transfer to Dowlut Rao Sindiah 

_ osscssion of that fortress and territory."
Pacific ,a:ccordiagly formed the basis of the schemo of 
part '°n Planned by the Governor General. On his 
jaghilv1U was i*0 be required to resign his claim to the 
dUhe T , P ensi°ns, stipulation for which had been made 
of QohuJ f ing treaty i to make a provision for the Raua 
rupees per ° 1,110 exteilfc of two aud a half, or tnree lacs of 
sustained if0??111 > aud to make compensation for the loss 

, ^  *,T plunder of the residency. On the other
—18, ’ ,u Pr!',  ordered to tie printed, 19th of February, 1808, p. 5.
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^ B ^ ^ V j/h a n d , the Jyenegur tribute, amounting to the annual sum 
chapTShi. of three lacs of rupees, might be restored to Sindiah ; and
---------  leave might be given him, to station a force in Dholepoor

1805. Baree, and Raja Kerree, the districts reserved to him in 
the Doab, as the private estates of his family.

With regard to Jeswunt RaoHolkar, Cornwallis declared 
it to be his intention to restore to that chieftain the whole 
of the territories and possessions which had been con
quered from him by the British arms.

Two important subjects of regulation yet remained; 
those , minor princes in the region of the Jumna, with 
whom the British government had formed connexions: 
and the territory to the westward and southward of Delhi; 
of which that government had not yet disposed. The plan 
of the Governor-General was to give up both. He pur
posed to divide the territory among the princes with 
whom the British government had formed connexions • 
and to reconcile those princes to the renunciation of 
the engagements which the British government had 
contracted with them, by the allurement of the terri
tory which they were about to receive. His plan was to 
assign jaghires, in proportion to their claims, to those of 
least consideration ; and to divide the remainder between 
the Rajas of Macherry and Bhurtpore. He meant that 
the British government should remain wholly exempt from 
any obligation to ensure or defend the possession of the 
territories which it thus conferred. Ho expressed a hopc 
that those princes, by means of a union among them
selves, might, in the reduced condition of .Sindiah, ha?c 
sufficient power for their own defence, “ But even the 
probability,” he adds, “ of Sindiah’s ultimate success- 
would not, in my opinion, constitute a sufficient objection 
to the proposed arrangement; being satisfied of the expo- 
dioncy even of admitting into the territories in question 
the power of Dowlut Rao Sindiah, rather than we sbouh 
preserve any control over, or connexion with them.” An? 
attempt of Sindiah, in any circumstances, against tho 
British possessions in the Doab, he pronounced to be alto
gether improbable. And “ Sindiah’s endeavours,” ho sauh 
“  to wrest their territories from the hands of the R a j a s  o 
Macherry and Bhurtpore may be expected to lay the foun
dation of interminable contests, which will aflord amp ^  
and permanent employment to Sindiah.”



in tnp spirit of these instructions, a letter to Sindiah BOOK VI. 
had been penued on the preceding day ; intended to inform ciiap.xiii.
him that, as soon as he should release the British Resi- ---------
dency, Lord Lake was authorized to open with him a 
negotiation, for the conclusion of an arrrangement by 
which Gualior and Gohud might revert to hisj do
minion.1

Before these letters were received by the Commander- 
m-Chief, the dismission of Serjee Rao Gautka from tho 
office of minister to Sindiah, and the appointment of 
Ambajee, had for some time taken place. This event the 
British rulers ascribed to the disappointment of Sindiah, 
m the hopes with which they supposed that Serjee Rao 
Gautka had nourished him, of finding in the union with 
Holkar a force with which the English might be opposed.
Upon tho dismission of Serjee Rao Gautka from the 
service of Sindiah, he repaired to the camp of Holkar, 
which for some time had been separated from that of 
Sindiah. It was tho interest, however, of Holkar, to pre
serve a connexion with Sindiah, which the latter was now 
Very desirous to dissolve. Holkar offered to give no 
asylum to the discarded minister, who in a short time left 

13 camp, and repaired to the Deccan. Sindiah played the 
uble part, so agreeable to eastern politics; and tem- 

affiZet̂  Holkar till ho felt assured of a favourable 
JUstment of the subjects of difference between him and 

British state.
Moonshee Kavel Nyne was one of the confidential ser- 

g nts of Sindiah, who had been opposed to Serjee Rao 
autka, and of course leaned to the British interests, 

j jUlUlS the ascendancy of Serjee Rao Gautka, Moonshee 
ha^fl r̂onl rea,l or apprehended dread of violence,
shelf °d trora the dominions of Sindiah ; and had taken 
first ,UUt̂ or the British government at Delhi. Upon the 
Con 1U *luaU°n) from the new Governor-General to the 
Was ^ nder'® 'Chief' of the altered tone of politics which 
invite iUtUt to be introduced, Moomffice Kavel Nyne was
Was con™ the °amp of tbe Gommander-in-Chief; where it 
Bindia]-, Wrte'-i that one of his relations should speak to 
through fiUd exPHin to him the facility with which, 

c >e medium of Moonshee Kavel Nyne, he might 
Papers (1806), ut supra, No. 11, p.6—12.
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HOOK VI. open a negotiation, calculated to save him from the dan- 
chap. xni. gers with which he was encompassed. Sindiah was eager
•---------  to embrace the expedient, and immediately sent proposals

1805. through the medium of Kavel Nyne. By this contrivance 
the British commander stood upon the vantage ground ; 
and stated, that he could attend to no proposition, while 
the British Residency was detained.1 Upon this commu
nication, the Residency -was dismissed ; and was upon its 
inarch to the British territories, while the Commander-in- 
Chief had forwarded to Sindiah a plan of settlement, 
fashioned a little according to the views of the Governor- 
General, before the Governor-General’s instructions of the 
19th of September, and his letter to Sindiah, arrived in 
the British camp.

Impressed by dread of the effects, which the manifesta
tion of so eager a desire for peace, and the appearance ot 
indecision in the British couucils, if, one proposal being 
sent, another should immediately follow, might produce 
upon Mahratta minds ; while at the same time he w«3 
strongly persuaded of the impolicy of the measures which 
the Governor-General had enjoined ; the Commander-in- 
Chief took upon himself to detain the letter addressed to 
Sindiah, and to represent to the Governor-General the 
views which operated upon his mind.

Apologizing for the interposition of any delay in carry' 
ing the commands of the Governor-General into effect, by 
the alteration which had taken place in the stato o 
affairs ; and announcing the actual transmission of a pla® 
of settlement which it was probable that Sindiah would 
accept, the Commander-in-Chief proceeded to represent , 
first, that it would be inconsistent with tho interests oi 
tho British state to let the Mahrattas regain a footing 
the upper provinces of India ; secondly, that it would 
inconsistent with tho justice and honour of the Brit>3 
state to relinquish the engagements which it had form® 
with the minor princes on the Mahratta frontier.

1 Bv this reasonable show of policy, some of tho mischief which was h -cjJ, 
to have arisen from Lord Cornwallis’s impatience to conclude a p e* -’ ^  
which ho would have waved insisting upon the ltesider.t’s release, and atw 
Sindiah to station an armed force of his own m the districts of the u  ,.j, 
were obviated. Such a precipitancy would have been interpreted by two „ 
as a proof of the weakness of the British government, anil would 
encouraged h-tn to have been still more insolent and exacting in 
mauds.—W.

a m  (fir
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E BETW£EN IjAKE a n d  CORNWALLIS. k / l L  J
X - If  the Mahrattas were thrown back from the Com- BOOK VI. 

Pauy s frontier, to the distance originally planned, a chap. xiii.
rong barrier would be interposed against them in every --------- -

■j Ucction. To the north-west, the countries of Hurrianah, *®0®.
+) Ca®eor> Jodepore, and the northern ports of Jeypore, and 

e hhekawutee, dry, Sandy, mountainous, and inhabited 
. a warlike race, could not be crossed by a hostile army 

south'1*' Sreatest difficulty and loss. The roads further 
u h, by Mewat or Bhurtpore, somewhat less impassable, 

a more than 150 miles in length to the Jumna, through 
c°"ntry with many difficult passes, strong towns, and a 

with * ant  ̂ Predatory population, would, under a union 
v 1 a Gie chiefs in that direction, and a well-established 
■ lle of defence on the part of the British government, bo 

l^ tie a b le  to a Mahratta army. Though, from the 
y  uthern part of the territories of Bhurtpore to the junc- 
w°a the Chumbul with the Jumna, the approach from 
n a ' ' a presented little difficulty, this line was short; the 
t) ,'Q . °f fords so far down the Jumna was much less 
aft'"1 .k’Sker u p ; and a British corps, well posted, would 
desi (Jln direction, all the security which could be

Princes in this region were for a while protected 
at 6 government, they would recover from that

had*1,01 *̂suu'oni poverty, and weakness, into which they 
°f y thrown, partly by the policy, partly by the vices 
solve *  ̂ *hratta governments. If abandoned to them- 
°r s o ’ wou^  soon ho subdued, either by fcjindiah, 

conquering hero; and a state of things 
to n. oe introduced, in the highest degree unfavourable 
stated ini'ei'osts of the British government. “ These petty 
calf In '',0uld dret quarrel with each other; would then 
respeci • 6 di.S®rent native powers in their vicinity, to their 
c°ntend'e ’ an(i  irrge armies of irregulars would be 
viOees - !'' r ,UP0U the frontier of our most fertile pro- 
110 Well'. adaiI!si, whose eventual excesses there would he 
°f oonstl.0)111̂ 6̂  secui’ity, hut a military force in a state 
People ' ' f ^ W l o n . ” The military habits of the 
Peaceful ind 111,13 130 nourished) instead of those habits of 
'Vcre s0 re, ustry. which it was found by experience they 
iutention^f The Jumna, which it was the

e Governor-General to make the boundary
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of the British dominions, was not, as had been supposed, 
c h a p , xiii, a barrier of any importance ; as above its junction with
•--------- the Chumbul, except during a few weeks in the year, it is

180o. fordable in a variety of places, and would afford little 
security from the incursions of a predatory army, to the 
provinces in the Doab, to Rohilcund, or the countries of 
the Vizir.

2. The personages on the further side of the Jum na; 
Bajas, Zemindars, Jaghiredars, and others ; to whom the 
British, faith had been formally pledged, were numerous. 
From that pledge the British faith could not be released, 
unless the opposite party either infringed the conditions 
of the engagement, or freely allowed it to be dissolved. 
“ I  am fully satisfied,” says the Commander-in-Chief, “that 
no inducement whatever would make the lesser Rajas in 
this quarter renounce the benefit of the protection of the 
British government. Even such a proposition would ex
cite in their minds the utmost alarm. They would, I foar, 
consider it as a prelude to their being sacrificed to the 
object of obtaining a peace with the Mahrattas.

With regard to the Raua of Gohud, he expressed him
self convinced of the utter incapacity of that feeble
minded person for the business of government; and, with 
respect to him, objected not to the arrangement which 
the Governor-General proposed.

Before the Governor-General received this remonstrance, 
he was incapable of discharging the functions of govern
ment. His health was impaired when bo left England ; 
and from the commencement of his journey from Calcutta, 
had rapidly declined. On the 29th of September, he hai 
become too ill to proceed, and was removed from his boats 
to a house in Gazeepore, a town in the district of Benares, 
at which he had arrived. Accounts were despatched to 
the Presidency, with intelligence that he could not sun  iv© 
many days. The evil consequences to which the state was 
exposed by the absurdity of those, who, at an event™ 
period, sent a man to govern India, just stepping into tb© 
grave, without the smallest provision for an event so Pr0" 
liable as his death, began now to be seen. Two ruembei© 
alone of the Supreme Council, Sir George Barlow, &fl^ 
Mr. Udncy, remained at Calcutta. “ Under the end18* 
rassing circumstances,” says Sir George, “ attendant 01



A * V '^ T 'x v \

Lttts JlSffVy calamity, it has been judged to be for the good BOOK VI. 
ot the public service, that I should proceed immediately, chap. xui.
> relays, to Benares, to join his Lordship, for the p u rpose---------

0 l i s t in g  in the conduct of the negotiations for peace ^OS- 
commenced by his Lordship, if his indisposition should 
continue ; or of prosecuting the negotiations to a eonclu- 
®10n> 111 the ever-to-be-deplored event of his Lordship’s 
death. The public service necessarily requires the pre
sence of Lord Lake with the army in the field ; and as no 
provision has been made by the legislature for the very 
distressing and embarrassing situation in which we are 
unhappily placed by the indisposition of Lord Cornwallis, 
at a crisis when the public interests demand tho presence 
cf a competent authority near the scene of the depending 
uogotiations, I have been compelled, by my sense of public 
duty, to leave the charge of that branch of the adminis
tration, which must be conducted at Fort William, in the 
hands of one member of the government. My justifica
tion for the adoption of this measure will, I trust, be 
found in the unprecedented nature of the case, aud in 
the pressing exigency which calls me from the Presi
dency.”

It so happened, that affairs at that time were easy to 
ho arranged ; and fell into hands of considerable skill.1 
I t  was very possible, they might have been of difficult 
arrangement; and highly probable, when loft to chance, 
that they would have fallen into hands incapable of the 
task. Of sending a dying man to govern Indio, without 
foreseeing the chance of his death, how many evils, in that 
c&se, might have been the direful consequence ?2

Lord Cornwallis lingered to the 5th of October, and then 
expired. During the last mouth he remained, for the 
greatest part of the morning, in a state of weakness

! U i** rather inconsistent after describing tho differences of opinion that 
vaisteO. to affirm that affairs at the time of Lord Cornwallis's death were 

to be arranged. The course to fa followed was, at Lord Wellesley's 
, U;Jrttu'c, simple enough, but it had become complicated and embarrassed 
for m,new and conflicting views of his successor. Nsrtimr can much credit 
aha tx‘ dive a to those into whose bands the management of affairs fell
o 'n i .  death of the Governor-General, as their sole object was to got quit 
s.mf UdJ",|t 'ohms at any cost, even a- o saeriliee of tho national power 
Cvinrrn i , r 'lis was rut-ing, not d s(- a ingliug the. G ban knot, and 

2 little prudence or judi.um nt in the ope a.ms - 0 . 
and 4 PCrs l i8cl5)i ut supra, No. II, p. 5—13; No. 17; and No. 25, p. 3
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NtlQQtCYi. approaching to insensibility. Till near the last, lie revived a 
chap. xin. little towards the evening ; was dressed, heard the des-
---------  patches, and gave instructions for the letters which were

1805. to bo written. By the persons who attended him, it was 
stated, that even in this condition his mind displayed a 
considerable portion of its original force.1 Without re
minding ourselves of the partiality of these reporters, and 
going so far as to admit the possibility of the force which 
is spoken of, we cannot help seeing that it could exert itself 
on those subjects only with which the mind was already 
familiar. Where was the strength to perform the process 
of fresh inquiry ; to collect, and to fix in the mind the 
knowledge necessary to lay the basis of action in a state 
of things to a great degree new ?

The duties and rank of Supreme Ruler devolved, of 
course, on Sir George Barlow, a civil servant of the Com
pany, who had ascended with reputation through the 
several gradations of office, to the dignity of senior mem
ber of the Supreme Council, when Lord Cornwallis ex
pired. The new Governor-General lost no time in making 
reply to the representation which the Commander-in-Chief 
had addressed to Lord Cornwallis, immediately before his 
death. He stated his resolution to adhere to the plan of 
his predecessor, in “ abandoning all connexion with tho 
petty states, and, generally, with the territories to the 
westward of the Jumna.” “ This resolution,” he added, 
“ is founded, not only upon my knowledge of the entire 
conformity of those general principles to the provisions of 
the legislature, and to the orders of the Honourable the 
Court of Directors; but also upon my conviction of their 
expediency, with a view to the permaneiit establishment 
of the British interests in India.”

1. With respect to the security, which, in the opinion of 
the Commander-in-Chief, would be sacrificed to this policy, 
Sir George observed, that it was the declared resolution, 
even of Marquis Wellesley, “ to render, generally, the 
Jumna the boundary of the British possessions north ox 
Bundelcund, retaining such posts, and such an extent of 
count ry on the right bank of that river, as might appeal 
to be necessary for the purpos es of effectual defence.” The 
security of tho British empire must, ho said, be derived 

1 Malcolm’s Sketch, p.413.
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f v’̂ 1;0110 or °*,her of two sources ; either, first, from esta- BOOK VI. 
bushing a controlling power over all the states of India; chap.xiii.
or, secondly, from the contentions and wars, sure to pre- ---------
vail among those states, if left to themselves, combined 18()5- 
with efficient measures of defence on tho part of the 
British government itself. AVith regard to the first of 
these sources, “ such a system of control,” he observed,

must, in its nature, be progressive, and must ultimately 
tend to a system of universal dominion. After this impor
tant observation, bearing so directly on Lord Wellesley’s 
favourite scheme of subsidiary alliance, ho added, “ I t 
must be obvious to your Lordship, that tho prosecution 
of this system is inconsistent, not only with the pro
visions of the legislature, but with the general principles 
of policy which this government has uniformly professed 
to maintain.”* The line of the Jumna, he thought, might 
be rendered an effectual barrier against predatory incur
sions, or serious attack, by forming a chain of military 
posts on the banks of that river, from Calpec to the 
northern extremity of the British frontier, and retaining, 
for that purpose, upon the right bank of the Jumna, 
through the whole of that extent, a tract of land, not 
exceeding, generally, eight or ten miles in breadth, subject 
to the operation of the British laws.

2. To show that the faith was not binding which the 
British had pledged for the protection of various chiefs 
the Governor-General employed the following argument:—
That the British government was not bound to keep in its 
own possession the territory in which these chiefs were 
situated, or on which they were dependent: and if it sur
rendered the territory, it dissolved tho engagement which 
if had formed to protect them. Those particular persons, 
fo whom pecuniary or territorial assignments bad been

1 Tim security of tho British power of Indio was, therefore, made by Sir 
U.Barlow to depend upon no more permanent nr hon turun’o a foundation 
than the quarrels of the neighbouring potentates. Consistently with this 
doctrine, it should have hecn the policy of llio Briti-h government to foment 
intestine dissension, and lo peroei rate not tranquillity but hostilities among 
tho native states. That rich a nefarious practice was not adopted may bo 
behoved, but it was scarcely less culpable to look o i unconcerned, and suffer 
those horrors to prevail which it was in the power, whenever it was in the 
pleasure „f the government of British India, to arrest. The sohento of Lord 
Wellesley may have been chimerical—may have involved consequences which 
“ ere not foreseen, hu it was benevolent and magnanimous. The cold and 
U-Itisn policy ..  suffering tho princes of India to tear each other to pieces, 
without Inf ;e. .in- to prevent them, savours neither of b iv.- ir.ucc nor
m agnanim ity.—w . '
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imised, might be provided for by jaghires, in the terri- 
c h a p . x i i i . tory held on the right bank of the Jumna.'
---------  Early in the month of September, Holkar, with the

1805. main body of his army, moved from Ajmere, in a north
westerly direction, toward the country of the Seiks. He 
entered the Shekawutee, with about twelve thousand 
horse, a small body of ill-equipped infantry, and about 
thirty guns, of various calibres, most of them unfit for 
service. Skirting the country of the Raja of Macherry, 
and the province of Rewarree, he proceeded to Dadreo ; 
where he left his infantry, guns, and about a thousand 
horse, under one of his chiefs. This chief, in conjunction 
with the Raja of Neemrana, one of the districts to the 
south-west of Delhi, ceded to the British government by 
the treaty of peace with Sindiah, proceeded to ravage the 
British territories. Holkar, himself, with the main body 
of his cavalry, proceeded towards Patiala, giving out his 
expectation) of being joined by the chiefs of the Seiks, 
and even by the King of Caubul.3 The Oommander-m- 
Chief took measures, with his usual promptitude, for not 
only defeating the schemes of the enemy, but rendering 
the desperate enterprise in which he had now engaged, the 
means of his speedy destruction. A force, consisting of 
three battalions, and eight companies of native infantry, 
eight six-pounders, and two corps, exceeding two thousand, 
of irregular horse, with four galloper guns, was appointed 
to take up a position at Nernoul. Another force, consist-

> Letter of Sir George Barlow, dated on tue river near Chunar, 20lh Oct., 
1805; Papers, nt supra, No. 18, p. 5—7 — >!.

According to Lord ! n.lie’s letter of the 7th October, many of the petty iMJ" 
and chiefs thus situated pad not teo m e  subjects of the British government 
only by being occupants of the territory at the time it was conquered, an , 
therefore, transferable with it when it was surrendered. They had 
greater extent been put in possession of lauds out of the conquered tel rit yj 
in admission of disputed claims, or in reward for actual services. Ot : t 
claims and rewards granted by the British Government, they were 
certain of being deprived upon the restoration of the Mahratta an '"01*’ ’
and the pretended bounty or equity of the British was not onlyfrnsttt ’ 
but exposed its objects to the resentment and injustice of the public e c e r  
Its protection shotddnever have been given, or it should never have o*- 
withdrawn.—W. jn-

2 j\met r Khan also asserts that the Raja of Putccaia and Runjit bmg . 
vit( d Holkar and Ameer Khan to enter into engagements with them, j r ’ 
ing if they came to that quarter they bhoold be well received, and ^
make common cause against the general enemy. It is not likely th«-y '  ' 
have entered the Punjab without nine encouragement; but tkat en , v j,gd 
ment was apparently partial and undecided. The Khan admits that they 
some dillkulty in prevailing on Runjit Sing to countenance them* 
p.274.—\V.

HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA.



ogmfyfhree battalions of regular, and three of irregular, BOOK VI. 
na ive infantry, with two thousand of the best irregular CHAP. Xlir.
■ oise, was. sent to Rewarree, where, aided by the troops ---------
° t le„ Ra'ia °I Macherry, it would maintain tranquillity, 18|k'J- 

1 \r  00mruunication of the enemy with Ajmere
| a ‘̂va! and prevent him from retreating in the route 

th ^  had advanced. Major-General Jones, with
e army under his command, received orders to advance 

owards the Shekawutee, with a view to secure the defeat 
, . ® et>emy’s infantry, and the capture of his guns ; a loss 
f th " ou^  not ou*y Sln!i h‘s reputation, but deprive him 

0 the means of subsisting his cavalry during the period 
0 . t 1̂0 rains. And the Commander-in-Chief, with the 
cavalry of the army, and a small reserve of infantry, pro
ceeded from Muttra, about the middle of October, to give 
chase to Holkar himself, in whatever direction he might 
proceed.1

In the mean time, the negotiation between the British 
government and Sindiali was conducted, under the auspices 
of Lord Lake, on the part of tiindiah, by Moonshee Kavel 

jne ; on the part of tho British government, by Lieu- 
enant-Coionel Malcolm, the political agent of the Go

vernor-General in the British camp. On the 23rd of 
riovember, the treaty was concluded and signed. Of de- 
ensive, or any other alliance, the name was not introduced, 

j tho treaty of peace, concluded through General Wel- 
-03 ey at Surjce Anjengaum, every part was to remain ill 
°rce, except so much as should be altered by the present 

agreement. Gualior, and the greatest part of Gohud, were 
ceded ; not, however, as due by the preceding treaty, but 
*iom considerations of friendship. The river Chumbul, 
f3 affording a distinct line of demarcation, was declared 
0 be the boundary between the two states. Sindiali 

renomlceij the jagliires and pensions, as well as the dis- 
ncts held as private property, for which provision in his 
avour was made in the preceding treaty. The British 

government agreed to allow to himself, personally, an 
annual pension of four lacs of rupees ; and to assign jag- 

68 tj°  his wife and daughter, the first of two lacs, the 
second of one Ire of rupees, per annum, in the British 
erntories in Hindustan. It also engaged to enter into

* 1 i-vn, u! supra, No. 11, p. 15; and No. 25, p. 19, ao.
VOL. VI. H H
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BOOKvI. no treaties with the Rajas of Oudipore, Jodepore, Kotah, 
c h a p . xin. and other chiefs, the tributaries of Sindiah, in Malwa,
----------Mewar or Merwar; and to interfere in no respect with

1805. the conquests made by Sindiah from the Holkar family, 
between the rivers Taptee and Chumbul. The British 
government, high and mighty, held it fitting to insert an 
article in the treaty of peace, binding the Maharaja never 
to admit Serjee Rao Gautka into his service or councils. 
“ This article,” says Colonel Malcolm, “ was a complete 
vindication of our insulted honour.” Truckling to the 
master, you struck a blow at the servant, who, in no pos
sible shape, was responsible to you ; and this you were 
pleased to consider as a vindication of honour !

As this treaty appeared to the Governor-General to im
pose upon the British government the obligation of pro
tecting the states and chieftains north of the Chumbul, 
from Cotah to the Jumna, he insisted that two declaratory 
articles should be annexed, by which that inconvenience 
might be wholly avoided.

During the negotiations, which preceded the signature 
of this treaty, Lord Lake was marching in pursuit ol 
Holkar. That chieftain, from the day on which the 
British General took the field, continued merely to fly 
before him. Totally disappointed in his hopes of assist
ance from the Seik chiefs, and reduced at last to the ex
tremity of distress, he sent agents, with an application for 
peace, to the British camp. As tho British commander 
had instructions to grant terms far more favourable than 
the enemy had any reason to expect, the negotiation vra*’ 
speedily terminated ; and on the 24th of December, 18b , 
a treaty was signed at Raipoor Ghaut, on the banks of t 1 
river Beall, the ancient Hyphasis, to which lfolkar b» 
carried his flight.1 By this treaty, Holkar renounced an

i Holkar and bis associate hod some time before arrived at Amritelr, 
had been endeavouring lo procure aid from ltunjit Sing, whilst be had 1̂ )C,
endeavouring to employ their troops against a refractory tribe of Mnham> 
dans, a measure to which Holkar had assented, being m great want of me*,,, 
hut which was opposed by Ameer khan. All parties were: mutually . to i
flea v. ecu Lord Luke arrived on the Hcyah, ami made an mdirett • -ti■ k to 1 
open negotiations, Uie council at Calcutta having written to the Genet a j 
offer terms, and bring the war to a close as soon as possible. Amcor k  i0  
represents himself us urging tho continuance of hostilities end “
Shah SbuJe a t Kabool, but Holkar was weary of the war. and the tre aW ^ i 
concluded. Of the terms originally granted to Holkar by Lord Lake, A j,,- 
Khan says, “ The Maharaja looked upon these, terms as a God-scnd,a«

‘(f)? HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. 1



OlmTnf^*8 t°  evory place °n the northern side of the BOOK VI.
Tjul ; all his claims on Poonah and Bundelcund, and chap. xtii.

upon tho British government, or its allies ; and agreed not ----------
o entertain Europeans in his service, without the consent 1805.

0 ll*e British government. On these conditions, ho was 
allowed to return to his own dominions; but by a route 
prescribed, and without injuring the territory of the 
British government, or its allies. The British govern
ment, on the other hand, agreed, not to interfere with any 
of the possessions or dependencies of Holknr, south of the 

humbul; and to restore the forts and territories captured 
oy the British forces on the southern side of the rivers 
Tapt-ee and Godavery. An article was inserted, by which 
Holkar was bound never to admit Serjee Itao Gautka into 
his council or service. This article,"however, as well as 
the corresponding article in the treaty with Sindiah, were, 
after a few months, annulled, in consequence of a report 
that Serjee Bao Gautka was about to join Holkar. In such 
a case, these articles might have created embarrassment;
“which, agreeably,” says Sir John Malcolm, “ to the policy 
of that day, it was deemed prudent to avoid.”

Sir George Barlow made an alteration in this treaty, as 
le did in that with Sindiah, which was sent to him for 

confirmation. The territories of Holkar, north of the 
Chumbul would involve the British government in ex
pense and trouble, either to guarantee or to keep them.
He, therefore, annexed a clause, for leaving them to 
Holkar.

Acting upon his determination to br,-ak loose from tho 
engagements, formed with the minor states and chieftains 
between tho Mahratta frontier and the Doab, the Go
vern or-Geneiul disregarded the remonstrances which were 
made by the Commander-in-Chief, in favour, rnoro espe
cially, of the Raja of BoonJee, and the Baja of Jyopore.
Lord Lake represented, that the district of " Boon- 
deo, though not material in point of extent, was highly

afCtnt, who was well acquainted with his inclinations and wishes, brought the 
J'ap'-r with exultation.” The further concessions made by Sir G. isarlow 
Ameer Khan pretends to have been given by the English to remow his obke- 
k.on.s to the conclusion of peace. That he did oppose it violently for ic uons 
hi m i ° 'v" *8 truc» ** w0 le:iru from Major Thorn’s account of his behaviour ■ 

were made some time after all the parties had returned 
from the Punjab. War in India, 496. Life of Ameer Khan, 286.—W.
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BOOK V I. important, as commanding a principal pass into the northern 
ouArxiii. pi’ovinces of the British empire ; that the Raja, steady -in 

-  his friendship, and eminent for his services to the British 
1805. government, had excited the utmost rage of Holkar, to 

whom he was tributary, by the great aid which he had 
rendered to Colonel Monson, during his re trea t; and that 
neither justice, nor honour, allowed him to be delivered 
over to the vengeance of his barbarous foe. The resolu
tion of the Governor-General remained unchangeable, and 
by the article which he annexed to the treaty with Holkar, 
that chief was set free to do what he would with the Raja 
of Boondee.

The Raja of Jyepore had entered into the system of 
defensive alliance with the British state, at an early period 
of the war with Sindialr ; but, for a time, showed himself 
little disposed to be of any advantage ; and Cornwallis, by 
a letter to the Commander-in-Cliief of the 3rd of August, 
had directed the alliance to be treated as dissolved. At 
that time, however, the united armies of Sindiah and Hol
kar were on the frontiers of Jyepore,and the Bombay armv, 
which had marched to a place not far from the capital, 
wa.j drawing most of its supplies from the territories of 
the Raja. In these circumstances, Lord Lake, before tho 
receipt of the letter of Lord Cornwallis, had encouraged 
tho Raja to found a claim for British protection on the 
services which it was now in his power to render. He 
had also prevailed upon Lord Cornwallis to suspend the 
dissolution of the alliance. When Holkar, during the 
month of October, passed to the north in the direction of 
Jyepore, Lord Lake had exhorted the Raja to discharge 
the duties of a faithful ally, under assurances of British 
protection ; the Raja, on liis part, had joined the Bombay 
army under General Jones, and, by his aid, and the sup
plies derived from his country, had enabled that General 
to maintain a position of the greatest importance to the 
operations of the w ar; and if, according to expectation, j 
Holkar had retreated in that direction, no doubt was en* i 
tertained that effective assistance would have been received 
from the troops of the Raja. In the opinion, therefore, of 
the Oommander-in-Chicf, the Raja of Jyepore, who was 
exposed to a speedy attack from both Sindiah and Holkar, 
the moment that British protection was withdrawn, could

V4f i  ) h  HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. V a ^ J
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V-C; BARLOW ABANDONS TIIE MINOR BOWERS. k ^TCIT

not be left exposed to their rapacity and vengeance, with- BOOK VI. 
out a stain upon the British name. These expostulations chap. x iii.
altered not the resolution of Sir George Barlow, who con- ----------
sidered the obligations of the British government as *80®-' 
dissolved by the early appearances of disaffection on the 
part of the Raja, and not restored by his subsequent 
deserts. He would not even listen to the Commander-in- 
Chief, requesting that he would defer the renunciation of 
the alliance till the time when Holkar, who was pledged 
by the treaty to return immediately to his dominions, 
should have passed the territories of the Raja. On the 
contrary, ho directed that tho renunciation should be 
immediately declared, lest Holkar, in passing, should com
mit excesses, which, otherwiso, it would be necessary for 
tho British government to resent. Lord Lake was after
wards compelled to receive tho bitter reproaches of the 
Raja, through the mouth of one of his agents, at Delhi.

Regarding the treaties with the Rajas of Maehcrry and 
Bhurtpore, as still imposing obligations upon the British 
government, the Governor-General directed tho Com- 
mander-in-Chief to enter into a negotiation with them ; 
and to offer them considerable accessions of territory as a 
return for their consent to the dissolution of the alliance.
But Lake, apprehending that even the rumour of any such 
intention on the part of the British government would 
again set loose the powers of uproar and destruction in 
that part of India, represented his apprehensions in such 
alarming colours, that Sir George, though he declared his 
resolution unchanged, disclaimed any desire for precipita
tion ; and the Rajas of Bhurtpore and Macherry, with tho 
chiefs in their vicinity, were not, at that time, deprived of 
the protection of the British power.1

1 Collection of treaties in India (published 1812), p. 290—297, Malcolm’s 
Sketch, p. 406—436 On the negotiati n of the new treaties with >indiah and 
H >lkar. and on the Uk-eussions relative to the dissolution of the alliance with 

I the minor states, the official documents, which have yet been printed, furnish 
scanty information. The supply afforded, by Sir John Malcolm is peouliariy 

| authentic, as he was ' h  negotiator and agent, through whom almost every 
I thing was transacted.—-M.

Little difference of opinion nnw prevails upon tho merits of tills lame and 
impotent conclusion of hostilities with the Mahrattn chiefs. Captain Grant 
(iii. 317) designates Sir G. Barlow’s measures to have been as short-sighted 
r*nd contracted an they were selfish and indiscrimination. Col. Malcolm 
^Welis at some length upon tho impolicy, and to theh full extent, the impruc- 

 ̂ ticablluy of the principles by which thr measures of the actual iroveru ncnt 
*cro regulated (Political History, i. 373); Colonel Tod has forcibly illustrated



n

I t  remains, that the financial results of the operations 
government from the close of the first administration

1805. 1
the evils resulting from it, in the miseries which were in consequence inflicted 
upon Rajputana, (History of Rajasthan,) and the Marquis of Hastings, alluding 
to its principal feature, has characterized the condition of abstaining from the 
protection of the Rajput states as equally discreditable and embarrassing. 
(Summary of his Administration, by the Marquis of Hastings.) In blind de
ference to the alarm excited at home by temporary financial difficulties, in 
conformity to the parliamentary' phraseology ot‘ self-denial, and in improvident 
impatience for a return to a state of selfish but insecure tranquillity, the Go
vernment of India descended front the high station it had so long occupied; 
resigned all the advantages to which it was both in justice and policy entitled 
by the blood and treasure it had been forced to expend ; forfeited its character 
for the honourable discharge of its engagements; made in the words of the 
Jypore vakeel “ Its faith subservient to its convenience,” and inspired a general 
distrust of its principles, and doubt of its strength. Its feeble and ungenerous 
policy allowed the whole of Hindustan, beyond its own boundaries, to become 
a scene of fearful strife, lawless plunder, and frightful desolation, for many 
succeeding years, until the same horrors invaded its own sacred precincts, and 
invo.ved it in an expensive and perilous warfare, the result of which was its 
being obliged to assume what it had so long mischievously declined, the 
avowed supremacy over all the states and princes of Hindustan. What was 
dono ia 1817 might have been accomplished, with quite as much reason, with 
more ease, and still less cost, in 1805* Sindiah’s power was then completely 
broken; Holkar was a fugitive; neither deserved any forbearance; both me
rited signal chastisement; the one for his unwarrantable acts of predatory 
aggression, the other for his long course of insolence and treachery. Our au
thor, himself, could scarcely have condemned such a consummation, as it 
would have substituted for that disguised system of control to which, with some 
reason, he objects, the more honest principle of conquest which he advocates 
Instead of rewarding the perfidy of Sindiah with accessions of territory to 
which he luid no claim, it would have been but a just retribution to have 
diminished that which he retained. Holkar had no territory, he had no legi
timate claim to that of which his ancestors had possessed themselves by fraud 
or force; and the gratuitous restitution to him of the whole of it, was to reward 
fraud and to invite future insult and spoliation. These were measures oi sui
cidal folly, but it was both treacherous and cruel to abandon the i.qjpnt 
princes to Mahratta vengeance and rapacity, especially with a full anticipation 
of what would be the consequences of withdrawing from them the British pro
tection, as they were pointed out with prophetic antic ipation by Lord Lake, in 
his reply to the orders of Lord Cornwallis. That Cornwallis would have mo
dified his purposes upon the receipt of Lord Lake’s representations is not very 
likely, us he was evidently entirely influenced by the impressions he had 
brought with him from Kngland, but it may be doubted if even he would have 
enforced the execution of his orders with the precipitancy and inflexibility of 
Sir si. Barlow', qualities the less to have been expected, as"tlmt officer bad been 
one of Lord Wellesley's council; had concurred with him in all his public mea
sures, and in anticipation of his own succession to power during Lord Corn
wallis’s fatal illness, had written to Lord Wellesley to express “ his confident 
hope that an accommodation would be effected with Sindian and with Holkar, 
on terms not differing essentially from those to which he was aware that Lord 
Welle,‘ley was prepared to accede.” Certainly Lord Wellesley was not pre
pared to sacrifice the allies and dependants of the British Government, the 
Rajas of Boondi and Jypur, to the tender mercies of such inveterate enemies 
to the British power and to social order as Ameer Khan and Jeswunt RaO 
Holkar. It was evident that Sir G. Barlow’s measures were regulated by only 
one rinciple, obedience to the wishes of the Court of Directors, which lie en
forced without regard to circumstances or seasons. Lord Lake, nut without 
reason, Indignant at the total disregard of his representations, and disdaining 
to bo made the instrument of measures which he condemned, resigned hi:. pn' 
litical and diplomatic powers on t. e 17th of January, 1806, announcing us tb© 
object of the rest of his service in Hindustan, placing the army in cantonments*
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' Gô X
/ f c ^ \  / nf ( l ) i  v£T
\ v \ S / 7  FINANCIAL RESULTS.

fjf tbs Marquis Cornwallis, till the present remarkable era, BOOK. VI. 
■should now be adduced. As regards the British nation, it chap, x
is in these results that the good or evil of its operations ______
in India is wholly to bo found. If India affords a surplus 1805. 
revenue which can be sent to England, thus far is India 
beneficial to England. If the revenue of India is not 
equal to the expense of governing India, then is India a 
burden and a drain to England. This is only an applica
tion of the principle, according to winch the advantage 
or disadvantage of new territory, in general, is to be esti
mated. If the new territory increases the revenue more 
than the charges, it is advantageous; if it increases the 
charges in proportion to the revenue, it is hurtful. I t is 
also to bo observed, that the interest and redemption of 
the money expended in making the acquisition must be 
taken into account. If it has been made by a war, for 
example; the whole expense of tho war must be taken 
into the account. And the new territory must increase 
the revenue beyond the charges in a degree adequate to 
the interest and redemption of the whole sum expended 
in the war, otherwise the acquisition is a positive loss. If 
the surplus of the revenue were the same after the acqui
sition as before, the whole expense of the war would be 
lost; tho nation would not be the richer for the acquisi
tion, but the poorer; it would have been its wisdom to 
have abstained from tho war, and to rest contented with 
the territory which it possessed. If the revenue, after 
the acquisition, is lessened in proportion to the charge; if 
the surplus of the revenue is diminished, or the deficit 
enlarged ; in that case, the loss is not confined to that of 
the whole expense of the war ; it is all that, and more ; it 
is tho expense of the war, added to the sum by which 
tho balance of the annual receipt and expenditure is 
deteriorated.1

completing the reduction of the irregular corps, and settliug, agreenb'y to the 
instructions o f  the Government, the i laims of too native chiefs. Tin se duties 

•occupied him through the remainder of the year, and the following year, in 
February, IH07, his Lor iship embarked at Calcutta fur England, leaving a 
name that retains a distinguished station in the rnilit try annals of Bengal, and 
is affectionntuiv preserved in the traditions of 1 

1 It is singular that a writer of in general such literal sentiments should 
have taken so narrow a view of the advantages derived to England from her 

... Indiu, he argues, is beneficial to England only as it 
•affords a surplus rereuue which can bo sent to England, that is, in proportion
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B<>UK V t .  With this principle in view, the following statements 
chap. xin. will l-equire but little explanation.
---------• In the year 1793-4, the revenues in India amounted to

1805. 8,-276,7707.; the whole of the charges, including supplies

to the direct tribute which it can pay. Now this is to affirm that daring the 
greater number of the years in which we have been in possession of India it 
has been of no benefit at all. Who will venture to maintain a proposition so 
contrary to the fact? Regarding our connexion with India even only on the 
paltry consideration of how much money we have made by it, the assertion 
that wohave profited solely by its surplus revenue, that is, that in five years 
out of six we have realized no profit at all, is palpably false. In every year 
of our intercourse with India,even in those in which the public revenue hies 
fallen far short of the expenditure, there has been a large accession to English 
capital brought home from India. What are jhe profits of the Indian trade, 
what is the maintenance of thirty thousand Englishmen, military included 
what is the amount of money annually remitted to England for the support of 
relations, the education of children, the pensions of officers; and finally what 
can we call the fortunes accumulated by individuals in trade or in the service 
of the Company, which they survive to spend in England, or bequeath to their 
descendants? What is all this but additional capital, remitted from India to 
England; additional, largely additional, means of recompensing British in
dustry. Jt is idle, thefl, to talk of a surplus revenue being the sole source of 
the benefits derivable from India. On the contrary, it is, and it ought io be, 
the least even of our pecuniary advantages ; for its transfer to England is an 
abstraction of Indian capital, for which no equivalent is given ; it is an ex
hausting drain upon the resources of the conn try, the issue of which is re
placed by no reflux; it is an extraction of the life-biood from the veins of 
national industry, which no subsequent introduction of nourishment is fur
nished to restore. Whatever profit to England, then, the payment to it of a 
surplus revenue raised in India might afford, the injury clone to India would 
be so disproportionate, that it is to be hoped the legislators of either country 
will never seriously propose so objectionable a mode of enriching the parent 
state. In fact, it would do no such tiling; the impoverishment of the new 
territory would very soon disappoint nil prospect of gain in the old, and the 
coffers of England would not long be filled by the surplus revenues of India. 
Surplns revenue is in fact an absurdity. 1’roperly speaking there can be no 
surplus revenue whilst there is a debt to be discharged. If the current 
charges fall below the current receipts, and the balance is not required for the 
liquidation of public debt, the receipts will be reduced, and the burdens of the 
people be relieved. “ If what the public contribute in revenue should un
expectedly become more productive, it would be the duty of the government 
to repeal or to reduce objectionable taxes, to increase the judicial and other 
establishments, so as to vender justice more accessible to the great body of 
the people, to endow public institutions, for providing better means of educa
tion, or hospitals for the care of the sick and destitute, to construct roads autb 
bridges, reservoir* and water-courses, to support caravanserlee for the accom
modation of the traveller, and otherwise to promote those objects which may 
conduce to the comfort, convenience, and well-being of our native subjects.”— 
Tucker, Financial Situation of the East India Company. The nature of our 
connexion with India, unfortunately to such an extent for the latter, does 
impose an annual tribute, but “ considerations of policy, of justice, and hu- 
manitv, all alike concur to condemn unmeasured exaction.” The notion of 
extorting a large tribute, or any tribute, from India, except by indirect means, 
calculated to do Infinite mischief, and to annihilate in the cud the numerous 
ami greet benefits which both England and India reap from their mutual 
intercourse. This is with reference to the connexion, even in its most un
worthy aspect. The gain of u higher character, the moral and political power 
derived from India by England, is a much more real, and Important, and 
honourable benefit, than a!! the pound', shillings, and pence that have ever 
been, <.r ever will be “ comey V' from the pockets of the people of India lo 
those of the people of Great Britain.—W.
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N®Jl®i(jutlying settlements, and the interest of debts, BOOK VI. 
amounted to 6,633,9517. There was consequently a sur- chap. xm.
plus of revenue to the amount of 1,6-12,819?. ---------

But this favourable aj>pearance was the result of merely 1805- 
temporary causes ; for in the course of four years, though 
years of peace, and with an economical ruler, it gradually 
vanished; and in the year 1797-8, when the administra
tion of Marquis Wellesley commenced, there was a deficit 
of revenue, or surplus of charge. The revenues amounted 
to 8,059,S80?.; the charges and interest to 8,178,626?.; 
surpassing the revenues by 118,746?.

The evil was prodigiously increased by the administra
tion of Marquis Wellesley; after all the subsidies which 
he obtained, and all the territory which he added to the 
British dominions. In the year 1805-6, in which he closed 
his administration, the revenues amounted to 15,403,4097.; 
charges and interest to 17,672,0 1 77.; leaviug a surplus of 
charge equal to 2,268,6087.1

Such, at the three different periods under comparison, 
was the state of the government of India, in respect to 
income and expenditure. Let us consider what was the 
condition of the Company at the same three periods in 
respect to debts both at home and in India. In 1793, the 
debts, both at interest and floating, as thoy appear upon 
the face of the Company’s accounts, were, in England, 
7,991,0787.;"- in India, 7,971,665?.; total, 15,962,7437. In 
1797, the debts in England were, 7,916,4597.; in India,
9,142,7337.; total, 17,059,1927. In 1805, they were 6,012,1967. 
in England, and 25,626,6317. in India ; in all, 31,638,827?.

In estimating the financial condition of a groat govern
ment, the annual receipt, as compared with the annua! 
expenditure, and the debt, where debt is incurred, are the 
only circumstances, usually, which are taken into reckon-

1 The following is a tablo of the particulars :—
Revenues. Chartres. Net Revenue.

1793-4 £8,276,770 £7,066,924 £2,209,840
1797-8 8,059,880 7,411.401 648,479
1805-6 15,403,409 15,561,328 157,319 net charge.

Supplies to Interest on Surplus Surplus
Out-Settlements. Debts. Revenue. Charge.

1793-4 £40,822 £526,205 £1,642,819 £  -----
1797-8 163,299 603.026 118,746
1805-6 250,599 1,860,090 2,268,608
2 2,992,4401. being deducted, viz., tiie East India Annuities trausferrc.l to 

the Bank. Fourth Report, 1810, p. 450.
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ing, and mate np the account. The goods and effects in 
c h a p , i n  hand, which are necessary for tho immediate movements 

~ — of the machine, and in the course of immediate consump- 
tion, justly go for nothing ; since if any part of them is 
taken away it must bo immediately replaced, and cannot 
form a part of a fund available to any other purpose, with
out diminishing some other fund to an equal degree.

Departing from this appropriate rule, tho East India 
Company has availed itself of its mercantile capacity, to 
bring forward regularly a statement of assets, as a com
pensation for its debts. This, however, is objectionable, 
on a second account; because, according to the mode in 
which this statement is framed, it may exhibit at pleasure 
either a great or a small amount. Some of tho principal 
articles have hardly any marketable value ; could produce 
little, if the Company were left to dispose of them to the 
best advantage ; yet the rulers of the Company -assign to 
them any value which seems best calculated to answer 
their designs. Houses, for example, warehouses, forts, 
and other buildings, with their furniture, constitute a 
large article ; set down at several times the value, proba
bly, at which they would sell. Debts due to the Com
pany, and arrears of tribute, form another material ingre
dient ; of which a great proportion is past recovery. A 
specimen of the mode in which tho account of assets is 
made up, may be seen ia the following fact:— that 
1,733,3281., as due by the public for the expedition to 
Egypt* was continued in the Bengal accounts as an asset, 
after the expense bad been liquidated in England ; and 
upwards of 2,000,000/. due to the Company by the Nabob 
of Areot, and Raja of Tanjore, is continued in the Madras 
accounts as an av-et, though virtually remitted and extin
guished upon assuming the territory of the Carnatic.1

The account of assets, therefore, exhibited by the East 
India Company, deserves very little regard, in forming an 
estimate of the financial situation of tho government of 
India. Being, however, uniformly adduced, as an article 
of importance in the Company's accounts, its presence is 
thus rendered necessary here. As the Committee of the 
House of Commons, formed ia 1810, instituted a compa
rison between the account of assets and debts, for the

1 See the Thtrd Report of the Committee, 1810, p. 368, and Appendix 
No. 2.



p»cSBd3SM793, and the latest period to which their inqui- BOOK VI. 
ries could extend, there will be an advantage in taking cnAr. xm-
the same periods for the subject of that view of the assets ---------
which is here required. That Committee entered into a 1805- 
slight examination of the statement exhibited by the 
East India Company of assets in India, and by making 
certain large, though far from sufficient deductions, re
duced tho amount of it neai'ly one half. Unhappily they 
did not carry even the same degree of scrutiny into the 
statement of assets at homo, and took it pretty nearly as 
made up by the Company. According to their adjustments 
the balance is exhibited thus :

Debts, 1702-3. Assets. 1792-3.
I-Iome . . . .  £7,991,0781 Home . . . .  £9,740,832

''..Ind ia ........  7,992,548 In d ia ------ 3,800,838

Total debts 15,933,026 Total assets 13,541,670
13,541,670

£2,441,950, the amount by which, at the 
iirst period, tho debts ex
ceeded the supposed assets.

Debts, 1809-10. Assets. 1809-10.
Home . . . .  10,357,088 Home------  14,504,944
In d ia ___  28,897,742 Ind ia..........  12,222,010

£39,254,830 £23,726,954
Debts, 1809-10. Assets, 1809-10.

39,254,830 26,720,954
30,060,119 Add sundries

-------------- as per note2 3,933,1 C5
£8,594,711 --------------

the amount by which, £30,600,119
at the second period, 
the debts exceeded the 
supposed assets.3

1 The different between this and the debt for that year, as stated in the 
account*, arises from the sum of 2,992,4 40*., East India Annuities, transferred 
to tho Bank, excluded by the Committee from the Company's accounts.

2 Goods and Stores in India in lslO, bought in England, not
included in the aceouut of assets..........................................  £2,249,060

Balance in favour of the Company in China,  in 1810............. 1,306,606
.Ditto at St. Helena ......... .....................................................  1 ’ •
D itto Prince of Wales Islaud  ........................ ............................... 21«i.78G
Ditto Cape of Good Hope ......................................................... ' i,> so

To hi added to amount of assets .£3.933 : *35
3 For the above statements, see Third Report, ut supra, p. 333; Fourth 

disport, ut supra, p. 450.
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fo this sum is to be added 2,027,2951., not derived from 
chap. xiii. any intrinsic source either at home or abroad, but sub-
---------  scribed in England in 1793, and 1794, for the addition of

WO". one million which the Company was empowered to make 
to its capital by the now charter of 1793.

The whole of the moneys which have passed into the 
Company’s treasury for capital stock, amounts to the sum 
of 7,780,000/. This remains to be added to the debtor 
side of its account. 'The total, then, of the sums on the 
debtor side of the account at the period in question, viz., 
the year 1809-10, was 47,034,830/., surpassing the whole 
of its assets by the sum of 16,374,711/.

Upon the statements by which was exhibited the finan
cial condition of the Company at the close of the adminis
tration of Marquis Wellesley, it may be justly remarked, 
that the expenditure at that time was an expenditure of 
■war, and that the ratio between the ordinary revenues, 
and a war expenditure, affords not a just view of 
the financial effects which his administration pro
duced.

Let us take the statements for 1808-9, the last of the 
years for which we have the aid of the Committee of 1810, 
in unravelling the confusion, and removing the obscurity 
of the Company’s accounts. The government of India had 
at this time enjoyed three years of uninterrupted peace; 
when the financial effects of the administration which 
closed in 1805, may be supposed to be sufficiently ascer
tained. In that year the revenues amounted to 15,525,005/.; 
the charges, including supplies to out-lying settlements, 
and the interest of debts, amounted to 15,551,097/ ; con
stituting a surplus of charge to the amount of 26,042/. 
This was a great reduction from 2,268,608/., the excess of. 
charge in 1805 ; it was even somewhat less than 118,746/., 
the excess of charge in 1798 ; but far was thi from being a 
state of receipt adequate to pay the interest and redeem 
the capital of that enormous sum expended by the wars to 
which the administration of Marquis Wellesley had given 
birth. The debts, as they appear upon the face of the 
accounts were, in England 10,357,088/. in 1810; in India 
30,876,788/. in 1809, which was the last year of which the 
Committee had received the accounts. The sum of debts 
was therefore 41,233,876/.; being an addition to the



■ . sunroof tlie debts existing in 1805, of little less than
cha p . xm.

-Among the accounts from the East India Company, --------
which are annually presented to Parliament, is an account 1808. 
entitled “stock by computation.” This consists of the debts 
of the Company, including every acknowledged claim on 
the one side ; of the whole of their disposable effects on 
the other. On the credit side of this account is placed 
all the property which has been already spoken of under 
the name of assets, excepting the greater part of what 
stands under the name of dead stock, and has little 
real, though set down by the Company at a great 
im a g in a ry  value, fixed at the pleasure of those who 
determine the shape of the accounts. The Committee 
of 1810 have given tho results which this document 
presents.

On the 1st of March, 1793, the debts were less than the 
effects ; in other words, there was a balance in favour of 
the concern, to tho amount of 1,956,866?. On the 1st of 
March, 1810, tho debts were greater than the offects ; in 
other words, there was a balance against the concern, to 
the amount of 6,025,505?. This constitutes a deterioration 
during the intermediate period, amounting to 7,982,371?.
To this the same Committee of 1810 add the money raised 
for capital stock in 1793 and 1794; and after some other 
adjustments exhibit the deterioration'in those seventeen 
years at 11,062,291?.2

To the balance of 6,025,505?. against the Company in 
1810 are to be added the sums received for capital stock, 
amounting as above to 7,780,000?.; exhibiting on the debit 
side of the Company’s account, a balance of 13,805,505?.; 
in other words, an amount to that extent, of legitimate 
claims, which there is nothing whatsoever in the shape of 
property to meet.

As the operations of the Company are twofold, those of 
government and those of commerce, it is a question 
whether the unfavourable result which appears on the 
comparison of the accounts of stock in the year 1793, and 
1810, was produced by the government, or the commerce.

3 Sec the Second and Fourth Reports of the Committee of 18 !0. 
a Fourth Report ut supra, p. 401.
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' BOOK YI. This question the Committee in 1810 make an attempt to 
cuxiCxm. answer. Beside the charges which clearly belong to the
--------  government, and those which clearly belong to the com-

1805. merce, there are some, of which it is doubtful whether 
they belong to the government or the commerce. The 
charges which tho Committee represent as clearly belong
ing to the government exceed tho receipts by 6,364,931?. 
Besides this amount there is a surn of 6,575,350?., which 
they represent as doubtful, whether it belongs to the 
government or the commerce. This constitutes an unfa
vourable balance, to the amount of 13,240,281?. Exclusive 
of these doubtful charges, there is a profit upon the goods 
purchased and sold, or the commercial transactions of the 
period, to the amount of 14,676,817?. Out of this was 
paid the dividends upon stock, and the interest upon Debt 
in England, amounting to 12,515,284; after which re
mained a surplus, in the aid of government, to the 
amount of 2,164,533?.; reducing the unfavourable balance 
of 13,240,281?. as above, to 110,758, the net deterioration 
of the period.1

Tho Committee exhibited an account which was in
tended to show how much England gained or lost by 
India (not including China), during the period of 
seventeen years from 1793 to 1810. During that period, 
tho value of property sent by England to India is 
stated at 43,808,341?.; the value received by England 
from ludiais stated at 42,178,640?. England therefore 
lost 1,629,701?.“

We have a statement by tho Court of Directors which 
supplies the omission of China. In the year 1808, the 
financial distresses of the Company compelled the Di
rectors to apply to parliament for relief. To lay a ground 
for the application, they submitted an exposition of the 
Company’s finances at home and abroad. In this exposi
tion is contained a statement of the sums disbursed in 
England on account of India and China, and of all the 
property received from from them in return, beginning 
with the year 1797-8, and ending with the year 1806-7. 
During that interval England sent to India and China

1 Fourth Report, ut supra, p. 262. App. No. 51. 
s Third Report, ui supra, p. 373.

’
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th a n  i t  re c e iv e d  fro m  th e m , t o  t h e  a m o u n t B O O K  AT. 
o f  5,691,619?.' chap. x iii.

T h e  p e a ce  w h ic h  te r m in a te d  t h e  w ar w ith  th e  M a h r a tta s , ---------------------- ------------ _ -----------------------  1808.
1 Tlie passage in the exposition itself, p. 7, requires to be seen. “ The Com- 

lavc to“S been in the habit of paying in England political charges 
strictly appertaining to the territory. For these charges the Company never 
nave credit in the Indian accounts. The large supplies of stores, and part even 
ol the goods, sent out annually by the Company to India, are intended for po
litical purposes, and the whole amount of them should be brought in India to 
the credit of the Home concern from the time they are shipped; but the prac
tice has been to credit the Company for them only as they were taken out from 
the Indian warehouses for use, and no losses of such articles in the way out
wards or in India, have ever been brought to the credit of London at all.
Moreover, it is evident from what has been already stated in this exposition, 
that the supplies of goods and bullion from England have at times at least ex
ceeded the returns in the same period. The only way therefore to come to an 
accurate conclusion, is to state all that England has received from India and 
China; and sent to or paid for India and China in any given period, and thence 
to strike the balance. Such a statement is exhibited in the accompanying 
paper. No. 5, which begins with the year 1797& and ends with the year 1806-7.
On the one side this statement shows all that lifts beefi lent to India and China 
in goods, stores, and bullion, and all At h it ilia b<4pn paid for bills drawn from 
thence, or for political charges attaching to life Indian- territory; and on the 
other side, the statement shows all that has been sent from India and China in 
goods and bills, and all payments received here from government, or payments 
made in India for commercial charges, and also for any loss that has occurred 
in English exports sold there. India and China are not debited for goods lost 
in the way thither, and they are credited for goods sent thence which have 
been captured or lost on the passage home. After all these allowances and 
adjustments, which, according to the best knowledge of the Court, comprehend 
every thing the account ought to contain, the balance is in favour of England, 
or of the Company at home 5,f>91,689k If it be asked from what funds at 
home the Company have been able to bring India so largely indebted? the 
answer is obvious; From the increase of their capital stock and bonded debt, 
and from the considerable temporary credits they always have for investments 
outward. From this account, it is clear, that of the sum of nineteen millions of 
debt contracted in India since the year 1798-9 down tn the year 1807-8, Eng
land, or the Company in its commercial capacity, is justly cliurgoable with no 
part, and that, on the contrary, India has in that period become largely in
debted to England.”—SI.

This result, it is to be recollected, is not between England, and India, and 
China, but between the East India Company, and India, and China. Remit
tances on account of individuals are not comprised in it, and during the whole 
of this time the value of the goods sent from India in private tonnage was quite 
considerable enough to turn (he balance largely in favour of India. Even, 
however, as concerns the Company, the account is so constructed as to mislead; 
without au examination of the details on which it is founded, it is impossible 
to detect where the fallacy lies, but one source is no doubt in the over-valua
tion of the exports, and the under-valuation of the imports, the former being 
invoiced with the addition of an estimate profit-, the latter being charged at 
the cost instead of the soiling price. A merchant who should invest ten 
thousand pounds in the purchase of goods, sell them in India for twelve thou
sand, convert that twelve thru-,and pounds into Indian goods, which lie w ould 
sell in England for twenty thou mid, would scarcely considi r himseh a lo-er 
by the transaction. It was not only from their capital or their credits that 
the Company defrayed political charge* of two millions sterling in the time 
specified; the profits of the. i trade contributed. As far, tlierefr.ro, as this ac
count professes to show the state of the Company’s dealings with India and 
China, it is erroneous, and for a general view of the interchange of capital 
between l  udiaac I England, it is worthless.—W.
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BO O K  V I. a few  months after the period o f  Lord Wellesley’s admini- 
ohap. xiu. stration, is the last great epoch, in the series of British 

~ ~  transactions in India. With regard to subsequent events,
'  the official papers, and other sources of information, are 

not sufficiently at command. Here, therefore, it is neces- • 
sary that, for the present, this History should close.
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