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'''^SOCiEvI. of vacancies in the civil line of the Company’s service in 
chap. ix. India to the civil servants of the Company. They directed
—------- accordingly, “ that Mr. Wellesley be removed forthwith.”

1802. This letter, dated the 19th of August, 1802, transmitted, 
as was legally necessary, to the Board of Control, was re
turned, on the 20th of September, with a prohibition to 
express for the present any decision upon the appointment 
of Hr. Wellesley, for the following reasons; first, because 
the service to which Mr. Wellesley was appointed, being 
not in the fixed and ordinary line of the Company’s ser
vice, and not permanent, but extraordinary and temporary, 
it did not appear that the rights of the covenanted ser
vants, or the law which prescribed the mode of supplying 
vacancies, were infringed; secondly, because occasion3 
might occur in which, for extraordinary duties, the em
ployment of persons, without the line of the Comp311! 3 
service, might be expedient; thirdly, because if there ex
isted any such cases, it was proper to wait for the reason3 
of the Governor-General, before a decision was pronounced, 
especially, as Mr. Wellesley, it was probable, would ha'® 
resigned his office, before the order for bis rem.o’** 
could bo received, and as he had disinterestedly declined 
all emoluments beyond the amount of what would bav® 
belonged to him, as private-secretary to the Governor' 
General.1

On the 13th of March, 1802, the Governor-General wr®t0 
to the Court of Directors in the following words : 111 ha'® 
the satisfaction to assure your Honourable Court, that th° 
settlement of the ceded provinces has proceeded with * 
degree of facility and success, which has exceeded my mo3 
sanguine expectations.”

A business, relating to another territorial c e s s i o n , jU  

the mean time occupied tho attention of the L i o u t e n a f  

Governor. In addition to the territorial cessions wbi®
I  id been extorted from the Nawab Vizir,was the tribe 
paid to the government of Oude by the sovereign 0 
Fumickabad. Tho ancestors of this Prince had l°nB 
solicited, and enjoyed, the protection of the East I 11 
Company, against the wish to dispossess them, which t*W 

• know was cherished by the Nabobs of Oude. Their prin 
cipality extended along the western banks of the Gang®3’

* Papers, ut supra, ii. 42—44.
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north-western boundary of the principality BOOK VI. 
t v f ™ ’ a aPace of about 150 miles in length, and a chap, ix,

lr<~ that extent in breadth ; yielding a revenue of ---------
fo rtl' ^en and a âos °t rupees. It was surrounded 1R02.
M>1 . “P greater part by the territories belonging to Oude,
Com llad licen recen%  transferred to the East India 
su b ^ T ^ ' 'For tcrnlinating the disputes, which had long 
a tr-S1 f 6t̂  >̂e*'we<’n the princes of Furruckabad and Oude, 
w Ca ’ under the influence of the English government, 
t l i ' included in 1786 ; according to which it was agreed, 
j-jjj., e awab of Furruckabad should not retain any 
stat . f°rCe beyond what was requisite for purposes of 
a i (:’ ! that the Nawab of Omle should always maintain 
0f “ talion of Sepoys in Furruckabad for the protection 

the territories and person of the Nawab; and “ on 
^count,” says the treaty, “ of the troops which the 

a” Asoph ud Dowla shall so maintain, the Nawab 
fiftZU®21' Jung will pay him the sum of four lacs and 

thousand rupees yearly, instead of all the sums 
toriK l^ 6 Sa' d ^ S0Ilb ud Dowla, in capacity of Vizir, used 
shall*] to tak° r̂om > and henceforth his people 
havin 9 .b 's own disposal.” The English government 
upon?; <luaUty °f protector, quartered a Resident
made /  , .awal:> nl Furruckabad, and a uso having been 
desPat°! . , Poweri which the Marquis Cornwallis, in a 
bighlv° <r ° • ^ ^ t* 21̂ , described as “having ever been
tooted tifenSive to the Vizir, as having in no degree pro
as l,av' ’uterest or the satisfaction of the Nawab, and 
the Co'1'’ while it produced no sort of advantage to 
of the mi>any — hy no means contributed to the credit 
Dor in ®°Varnnient of Hindustan,” that Supreme Gover- 

i PurVn v 'h i, determined, “That the English Resident at 
afte,., C , ad should Ire recalled, and that no other should 

be appointed.”
vi0| e , e*uest son of the Nawab Muzulfer .Tung being oon- 
n0w °r the murder of his father, was earned to Luck- 
Suc„’ and confined by orders of the Vizir, when the 

| Naw^]Sl0u devolved upon the second son of the late 
regenf at that time a minor. The appointment of a 
to ),e 1 vvas regarded as a point of too much importance 
anj eft to the Vizir ; the English government interfered, 

ade choice of an uncle of the young Nabob, who
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had formerly been minister. On the visit p a n T ^ J^ "  
c h a p . ix. late Governor-General to Lucknow, in 1/9/, 10
---------- waited upon by the young Nawab, and the Regent, v.

1802. had numerous complaints to prefer against one auoiu • 
The Regent was continued in his office, and terms 
drawn up for better regulating the administration. |  
Marquis Wellesley, in his progress towards Oude, b 
required the presence of both the Nawab and the Reg _ 
at Cauupore, and had carried them with him to Luckno- 
His purpose was, both to receive their acknowledgemei -- 
upon the late transfer of the Furruckabad tribute ; a ^  
“ to adjust,” as he himself expresses it, “ the termthat 
a new and improved arrangement of the affairs ot 
principality — upon terms calculated to secure 1 R , Je 
perity, and beneficial to the interests of the Honou 
Company.” The pressure, notwithstanding, of other 
prevented him from engaging in the business o t0
ditated changes ; and he left the execution o . onJ
the Lieutenant-Governor of the ceded country, t  ^  
the Nawab and Regent were desired to repair wi 
practicable expedtion.1 ,%p-

The termination of the Nawab’s minority was no 
proaebing, when he desired that the power and Da®' 
ment of his principality should be put into his own u* ,, 
In writing his instructions to Mr. Wellesley, the Cove .^
General remarks, that tho time was now come, "’ j® 
became necessary either to vest the Nawab with 
general government of the country, or to demand 
cession of it to the Honourable Company. a $

The advantages of the cessioi. to the Company,  ̂^ {0 
in a political and pecuniary point of view,” he said, '^ fid  
obvious.” And to leave tbe principality to the rig .fl. 
heir of its ancient masters, was extremely objection j]i;, 
inasmuch as the Regent, who had an interest in de» ^  
him, had given him a very bad character. I t  is «  1 ’ 
Nawab had also given the Regent a bad character, 
the Regent, it seems, met with belief; the Nawab,

Two remarks are here unavoidable. The first is, 
whatever were the springs of action in the mind 0

1 p Ioers nt 611pra xil. 9- See also th e  a rtic le  ?f eh arg e  agataet &  
W ellesley re la tio n  to l-'i , ruekilhatl. l o r  tlio sta tistics of 1 u ru i 
licm iel and H am ilton '*  E ast In d ia  G azetteer.
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'^S?ISiSi<General, lie was forcibly drawn to believe, in BOOK VI. 
conformity with his wishes ; and few men, where the case c h a p . i x . 

ls involved in any obscurity, are capable of believing in " 
opposition to them. The next remark is, that we have 
ljre another instance of the doctrine, taught to the 

^°rid, both by the reasonings, and still more remarkably 
oy the practice of the Governor-General, that, wherever 
. 6 character of a sovereign is bad, and his government 

Either bad, or so much as likely to be so, he ought to be 
deposed, and his power transferred to hands, in which a 
better use may be expected to be made of it.

& is not to be supposed, that the Governor-General 
would wish to narrow his doctrine to the basis of his 
Particular case ; because that would reduce it to the atro
cious Machiavelism, That it is always lawful for a strong 
PJ'ince to depose a weak one, at least if he has first kept 
Iiim a while in the thraldom of dependence, whenever he 
chooses to suppose that he himself would govern better 
than the weak one.

The Re gent arrived at Bareilly which the Lieutenant- 
governor of the ceded districts had made the seat of his 
ftdministration, on the 30th of April, 180'2, a few days 
earh‘-r than the Nawab. The Lieutenant-Governor re
quested to know what plan of reform ho would recom
mend, for the government of the Nabob’s country. “ He 
appeared at first,” says the Lieutenant-Governor, “ very un- 

1 hng to disclose his sentiments, stating in general terms 
1 ,at he was unable to form any judgment of what was 
ti^st f°r the country; but that he was willing to subscribe 

any arrangement which the Governor-General might 
eetQ advisable.” The Lieutenant-Governor, proceeded to 

Ple;.:a him, declaring to him, that “ without a free and 
mreserved communication, on his part, no confidential 
morcourse could subsist between them.” Tho Regent 

atated liis wish to decline the suggestion of any opinions, 
entreated to hear what were the designs of the 

British government. “ Being desirous,” says the Licute- 
baut-Qovernor, “ that the proposal, of vesting the civil 
atlci military authority in the hands of the British govern- 
Uetlt, should originate with the Regent, 1 continued to 

UrS6 him to an unreserved disclosure of his sentiments 
'Vlth respect to the most eligible plan for the M ure
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X^OOfcYtgovernineiit.’’ He then stated, that three modes
tfeiSffau to his mind. One was, that the administration should
---------- still remain in his own hands. Another was, that the

ISO/. Nawab, upon the expiration of his minority, should assume 
the reins of government. The third was, that the English 
should take the government to themselves. As to the 
first plan, the Lieutenant-Governor replied, that the aver
sion of the Nawab would render it impracticable. From 
the second, if the character ascribed to the Nawab, by 
the Regent himself, were true, the effects of good govern
ment could not be expected. Remained, as the only un- 
objectionable scheme, the transfer of all the powers of 
government to the Honourable Company. “ Here,” say3 
Air. Wellesley, in his account transmitted to the Governor- 
General, “ I  stated, that your Lordship had long been of 
opinion that this was the ODly arrangement which coul< 
ultimately afford satisfaction to all parties, and establish the 
welfare and prosperity of the province upon a secure and 
permanent foundation.” The Regent was assured tba 
a liberal provision would be made for all the pel’s01}9 
whom this arrangement affected, and that his interests 111 
particular would not be neglected. The Regent “ stated 
in reply, thrJ he had the fullest reliance upon the British 
government; and that he was ready to promote the Gover
nor-General’s views, by all the means in his power.”

Upon the arrival of the Nawab, a representation was 
made to him of the necessity of a radical reform in the 
government of his country, and of the plan which the 
Governor-General approved. Requesting to receive the 
proposition iu writing, it was transmitted to him in 
following words ; “ That the Nawab should be continued 
on the musnud of his ancestors with all honour, con&ig11' 
ing over the civil and military administration of the p rc}' 
vince of Furruckabad into the hands of the Company3 
government: that whatever balance should remain fr°lU 
the revenues collected, after paying the amount of the 
Company’s tribute, the charges of government, and the 
expense of a battalion of Sepoys, in the room of an army 
now maintained by the Regent, should be paid withe1}-1 
fail into the Nawab’s treasury.” What is here remarkable 
' i the language ; the Nawab was to be continued on the 
throne of his ancestors, with all honour; at the sa®c
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3 government and dominion of the country BOOB VI. 
vere wholly and for ever to be taken from him, and he chav. ix .
w?s to be reduced to the condition of a powerless imli- ---------
sk'n a-’ a mei 0 Pens ôner °f the state. Anew degree of !?()L 
. > *n the mode of stating things, had been acquired

rmce abdication was proposed to the Vizir. The Nawab 
^emonstrated, in moderate, but pathetic terms : “ I  havo 
of p rs 0̂0<̂  the proposition for delivering up the country 

rurruckabad into the hands of the Company’s govern- 
ent- I have no power to make any objections to what- 

Ver you propose: but you know that the Governor-General,
Uring my minority, delivered over the country to Khirud- 
Huid Khan, as deputy ; now that my minority has passed, 

v-hen X was in hopes that I should be put in possession 
0 the country and property, this proposition is made to 
]?e- I am totally at a loss what to do. If  I deliver over 
ho country to the English government, all my relations 

and my neighbours, and all the nobility of Hindustan,
1 say that I have been found so unfit by the English 

Government, anc* th°y n°k Hbnk proper to intrust me 
ne'vJ management of such a country: and I shall 
the61 e3caPe’ f°r many generations, from the sneers of 
di ^oplo. If, on the contrary, I say. anything in disobe- 
m- ?° to y°ui- orders, it will be against all rules of sub- 
tha t'tl1 ant  ̂Pr0Pr^ J ' ” He then proceeded to propose, 
oivi . 16 government should appoint one of its
takeS6rva,?^s> h® superintendent of revenue; who should 
atr C0Snizanc° of the collections; send even his own 
fu , i* the villages, to act in common with the Fuv- 
the p *1 co^ectors > i1111! transmit the stated tribute to 
be onaPany. “ In this way,” said he, “your wishes mav 

accomplished, and my honour and name preserved 
jj. °hg the people. — As hitherto, no person throughout 

oustan, without a fault, has been deprived of the Corn- 
K friendship and generosity; if I  should also gain my'

J-Sires, it would not derogate from your friendship and 
bsuerosity.”
pj.gke Lieutenant-Governor immediately replied, that, his 
vi P -itien  was inadmissible ; that, according to the cou
lee 10n of the Governor-General, nothing but transfer of 
«]l6government could answer the ends proposed; and 

renewed that proposition with an earnest request that 
** Vi. o
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BOOKvI. the Nabob -would take it into his cool and dispassionate- 
c h a p . i * . consideration.” The Nawab, still venturing to declare it
----------  “ extraordinary, that no other mode could he devised,” for

1802. rectification of what was amiss, entreated to be fur
nished with a statement of the revenues, of the demands of 
the English, and of the balance which would remain for 
his subsistence, after deduction of them was made. By 
the account which was delivered to him, it appeared that 
he would receive 62,366 rupees, per annum. The Nawab 
offered little further objection. Some moderate requests 
which he preferred were liberally granted. And a treaty 
was concluded on the 4th of June, 1802, by which tin* 
qountry was ceded in perpetuity to the English, but 
instead of the balance of the revenues, a fixed sum of 
one lac and 6000 rupees per annum was settled on the 
Nawab.

“ It may be proper,’ says the Lieutenant-Governor, m 
concluding his report, upon this transaction, to the 
Governor-General, “ to observe, that Khirudmuud Khan 
(the Regent) has afforded me no assistance towards ob
taining the Nawab’s consent to the cession, although upon 
his arrivol at Bareilly, be confessed himself to be aware 
of the necessity of it.—I have great reason to be satisfied 
with the conduct of the Nawab ; who, if he had been 
suffered to follow the dictates of his own judgment, would, 
I  am persuaded, have acceded to your Lordship’s pro) .*als 
with very little hesitation. He has invariably expressed 
himself desirous of promoting your Lordship’s views, by 
all the means in his power. Ihe ground, then, upon 
which the necessity of taking the country was founded, 
namely, the bad character of the Nabob, was discovered, 
and that, before the conclusion of the business, to be false.1 
“ It ‘s satisfactory,” says the Lieutenant-Governor in 
another despatch, “ to reilect that the transfer of the pro
vince of Furruckabad has not been less beneficial to the 
interests of the Nabob than to those of the Company- 
Previously to my departure from the ceded provinces, 1 
hal an interview with the Nabob at Furruckabad, who 
t-s pressed himself highly gratified by the arrangement 
which, had taken place; and whose respectable att»er.ranco>
■ urv. mded byl is family and dependants, formed a striking 

■HP*. ut puprp, xii. 0—28,
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cbairasfwith tho state of degradation in which ho ap- BOOK VI. 
Peared, when the affairs of Furruckabad were administered chap. ix .
%  his uncle, the Nabob Khirudmuud Khan.” 1 I t  is ---------
curious enough to observe the doctrine which is held 1802. 
lorth. by the Anglo-Indian government. Uniformly, as 
“hoy desire to transfer the sovereignty of any p>rince—the 
^jaoob of Furruckabad, the Nabob of Oude, tho Nabob of 
‘•he Carnatic, tho Baja of Tanjore,—to themselves, they 
represent it as no injury to the Prince to be deprived of 
his sovereignty ; but, on the other hand a benefit, and a 
great one, if they arc allowed to live upon a handsome in- 
honie, as private men. Do the East India Company, and 
“ho sorvants and masters of tho East India Company, 
hunt their doetriue to the case of East India Princes, or 
d° they hold it as a general doctrine, applicable to princes 
*n every part of the globe ?

In what was called tho settlement of the country, for 
which the Lieutenant-Governor was specially appointed, 
he principal duty which he prescribed to himself, tho 

principal duty which was expected of him, was to put in 
I ay the English machinery for the collection of the 
revenue. The English collectors were distributed; and, 

er as much knowledge as they could, by inquiry and 
Personal inspection, obtain respecting the ability of tho 
In' i “*tl*;ors, an assessment at so much per village was 
ve °D *nu<* ’ anc* t îe terms °f i*1 settled for three
d ar?’ sorue of the districts, in which the present

-olation seemed easy to he repaired, an increase of rent 
as to ]evjej  each succeeding year, 

ta .- tl0 including duties of transit, and sonio other
xes, tho Lieutenant-Governor found hero to be charac- 
>zcd by the same inconvcnienco which liad recom- 

 ̂ ended tho abolition of them in Bengal; namely, great 
j'.spense of collection, great vexation to the people, and 
‘ills revenue to the government. He, therefore, took 
Jtru away ; and established a regular custom-houso tax,
11 fheir place.

" ait, in the ceded districts, had heretofore only paid 
®ci'tain duties to the government; and was imported into 
^ districts by dealers. These dealers aro represented 

y the Lieutenant-Governor as few in number, able to 
i Papers, ut supra, 1. 30.
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\  W pport a kind of monopoly, and regulate the
will. The sale of salt was now erected into a mo-

. ----------- nopoly in the hands of government. The Lieutenant-
1S02. Governor calculated, that the profit to government, 

"without,” he says, “materially enhancing the price to 
consumers,” would be eleven lacs of rupees per annum.

The commercial resources of the country presented to 
the Lieutenant-Governor an object of particular care. 
There was no obstruction, but what might easily be re
moved, in the navigation of the Jumna, from its entrance 
into the country, to its junction with the Ganges. By 
removing the evils which had driven commerce from this 
river, piracy, and vexatious duties, he expected to increase 
eiceedingly the commercial transactions of the country, 
and to render Allahabad, which was a sacred city of great 
resort, a remarkable emporium between the eastern and 
western quarters of Hindustan.1

The Commissioners of the Hoard of Settlement, in ad
dition to their administrative duties, as assistants of the 
Lieutenant-Governor, were appointed the judges of circuit 
and appeal ; and six judges, with the title of registrars, _ 
were destined to hold Zillah Courts, a t the six principal 
places of the country.2

In the new country were several Zemindars, who, «s 
usual under the native governments, had enjoyed a sort 
of sovereignty, and of whom little more was exacted than 
an annual tribute, and sometimes the use of their troop3 
in  war. In the first year of the Company’s possess*00’ 
there Zemindars were only required to yield the same 
tribute which they had paid to the V izir/ To the altera
tions which were proposed in the second year, a Raja, 
named Bugwunt Sing, who possessed the two forts °* 
Sasnee and Bidgeghur, and maintained an army of 20,00° 
men, showed an aversion to submit. He was given to 
understand, that in the terms no alteration would h1- 
made, and that non-compliance must be followed by tn° 
surrender of his forts. I t  was deemed a m atter of more 
than ordinary importance to dispossess Bugwunt Sing 0 
these two forts, both as they rendered him too powerf’* 
for a compliant subject, and as his example afforded en
couragement to other Zemindars.

1 Papers, n t supra, i. 34—12. 3 Ibid. p. 64.

( I p c W .  V | '  HISTORY o r  BRITISH INDIA. I  Q T



X \ ®  / • / ,  S IE G E  OE S A S H E E . H  l i r 7

x ^ Qam’j J ^  12th of December, 1802, Lieutenant-Colonel BOOK VI- 
^lair, with a force consisting of four troops of native c h a p . i s .
cavalry, four battalions of native infantry, and a supply of ------- —
ordnance, took a position about two miles distant from the 18C1" 
fort of Sassnee. He was not ready to commence the 
operations of the siege till the 27th, when the approaches .
'rere begun, at the distance of 800 yards from the place.
On the 28th the garrison began for the first time to fire.
On the 30th, towards evening, a sally was made against 
fhe head of the trenches, and repulsed with a very trifling 
loss. On the 3rd of January, 1803, about the same time 
°f the day, another sally ivas made on tho trenches, by a 
large body of infantry, under cover of a hoavy fire from 
the fort ; but though some of the enemy rushed im
petuously into tho trenches, they' speedily retired. The 
breaching and enfilading batteries were completed on the 
Night of the 4th. I t  was found necessary to increase tho 
force, employed in the reduction of the Raja. The 4th 
regiment of native cavalry, the 2nd battalion of the 17th 
regiment, and five companies of his Majesty’s 76th regi- 
nreut were added; and tho Honourable Major General 
ht. John was sent to take the command. On the evening of 
rhe 14fch, Lieutenant-Colonel Blair, judging the breach to 
ce practicable, selected fifteen of the flank companies for 
ho assault, and ordered them to storm a little before day

break, while a false attack was made on the opposite side 
°f the fort. They descended into the ditch, and planted 
heir ladders; but unhappily found that by the unexpected 

heptb of tho ditch, and the sinking of tho ladders in the 
roud, they came short of the necessary length by several 
r-ot. After an ineffectual endeavour to mount, and after 
fke sepoys had remained fifteen minutes upon the ladders, 
exposed to a heavy fire, the party was withdrawn, with the 
loss of ten men killed, and somewhat more than double 
fbo number wounded.

The Commander-in-Chief repaired to Sasnee with the 
reinforcement of another regiment of cavalry ; joined the 
besiegers on the 31st; ordered the approaches to be ad
vanced 200 yards, and the place to be invested as closely as 
Possible. On the 8th, the town adjoining the fort was 
taken. The enemy defended it feebly ; but made a strong, 
though unsuccessful, attempt, to recover it the following 
night.
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N̂ 0Ergfltr'' About eight o’clock on the evening of the 11th, the gar- 
chap. ix- rison evacuated the fort without being perceived. As
■---------  soon as the event was known, a party of cavalry hash ned,

1802. and .with some success, to prevent them from getting into 
the fort of Bidgeghur. The Raja withdrew to a fort, 
which belonged to him, within the lino of the Mahratta 
frontier.

The army proceeded on the 13th, and summoned Ridgc- 
ghur, which the commander, without the consent of his 
master, declined giving up. Weather being adverse, the 
batteries were not ready till the morning of the 21st. On 
the evening of the 27th, the breach was made practicable, 
and at five o’clock in the morning, the assault was to 
begin ; but during the night, exceedingly dark and rainy, 
the garrison were discovered evacuating the fort. Though 
many were killed, the majority, and all the principal lead
ers escaped. The loss during the siege was trifling, but 
Lieutenant-Colonel James Gordon, an officer of merit, was 
killed by the explosion of a powder-magazine in the fort, 
the morning after it was taken.1

In the month of March, the commission appointed f°r 
the provisional government of the ceded provincos was dis
solved ; Mr. Wellesley resigned his situation of Lieutenant- 
Governor ; and immediately returned to Europe. In a 
despatch, dated 19th of November, 1803, the homo autho
rities declare their entire approbation of the late transac
tions with the Vizir ; “ the stipulations of the treaty being 
calculated to improve and secure the interests of the Vizir, 
as well as those of the Company uay more, “ toprovide 
more effectually hereafter for the good government of 
Oude, and consequently for the happiness of its inhabi- 

. tants.” “We cannot conclude,” they say, “without expres
sing our satisfaction, that the cessions in question have 
been transferred, and provisionally settled, with so little 
delay, as already to admit of their being brought under 
the geneial administration of the Bengal government. 
The special commission, a t the head of which Mr. Henry 
Wellesley was placed, appear to us to havo executed 
their trust with zeal, diligence, and ability ; and the set
tlement of the revenue, which they have concluded for a 
period of three years, bolds out flattering prospects of 

1 L'apcra, a t supra, Supplement, Ko. 2, tp yol. fli.
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se. The general report, delivered in by Mr BOOK VI. 
Wellesley, on the termination of his mission, has afforded Ciial’. ix.
Us much satisfactory information with respect to the re- ---------
sources of the upper provinces ; and we are happy to 1S02. 
oube this occasion of approving the conduct, and acknow- 
1 e^ging the services of that gentleman.” 1

As the temptation of administrators to exaggerate tho 
success of their measures is almost irresistible; as the 
distance of Indian administrators affords them, in this 
Respect, peculiar advantages; and as it is pleasing to be 
ted by flattering representations, this is a deception against 
"Inch the public, as yet, are by no means sufficiently on 
their guard. “ I t is with the highest degree of satisfac
tion,” says the Governor-General in Council, in a despatch 
111 the revenue department, to tho homo authorities, dated 
^Oth of October, 1803, “ that his Excellency in Council 
aC(luaiut8 your Honourable Court, that the wisdom of 
those measures, adopted during the administration of Mr.
Wellesley, for promoting the improvement and prosperity 
O- the ceded provinces, appears to have been fully con- 

rined. by the tranquillity which has generally prevailed 
rough tho country, and by the punctuality and facility 

. 1 which the revenue, on account of the first year of 
0 triennial settlement, has been realized.”* From such 
representation as this, every man would conclude, that 

p eat contentment and satisfaction prevailed. Hear Mr.
Dley, who was appointed judge aud magistrate of the 

till ®tawa!i, in February, 1SU3, and there remained
p  ‘ tSOti. Being asked, as a witness before the House of 

cannons, on the 2Utli of June, 180C, “ Were the Zemin-
5 i. 53.

1;,,. f'l" ' '  at supra, p. 45. “ TLie satisfaction,’’ says tho jtuliolal Utter from 
(-)et< i ’ *n departin'.'nt of the ceded pro, dices, dated on the same 20th of
I ro- ' r’ ** generally m-mifested by all descriptions of persons in the ceded.

>« ;il tJjc transfer of these provinces to the authority of the British
a 1, ’ rn:' lrJnr> oiid tho unlntcrrupfed success which attended the measures 
Ido t Undor the sanction of tho Governor-General in Council, by the J y 
Us».» 1aant-Govcruor, ami the Board of Commissioners, for tin- complete -dab- 

- •■nent o f th c  au t|,.M.jty  t,f the British government in these provinces, 
dien Gti to his Escellcncv in Council to Icovo no room to doubt of the expe- 

of iramodiatelv introducing into the ceded provinces the svstem of 
toy ,nal government established in Bengal. It is with the highest degree of 
v.-i.j • tion. 12is Excellency m Council i3 enabled to add, that the tranquillity 
a - n l>a*in general prevailed throughout the country, ami the submission 
a .°«cdience't maim..-: d by ail classes of people to the authority of the laws, 
gIn. u -1'unuunt pruuf, both of the beneficial operation of the new form of 
8uPra e,!t’ and of the Q' lts iatrodaction." Supplement, ut



\^BOSK^I;/tIars, and higher orders of the people, attachecr-ummiv 
government during the whole period you were judge and 

---------- magistrate of the Etawah district?” — he answered;
1802 “ Generally speaking, I believe the higher orders of people 

in our district were not at all well-inclined to the British 
government.—Do you not believe that they are ripe for a 
revolt if a favourable opportunity should offer?—They 
certainly showed that disposition once or twice during 
the time I  held that office, During your residence there, 
did the inhabitants become more, or did they become less 
reconciled to the British government?—I conceive they 
were subsequently much less reconciled, certainly, than 
they were at first.—To what causo do you attribute that ? 
—To their being dissatisfied with the ruies and regula
tions introduced into the country for tlieir government. 1 
Did that prevail principally among the Zemindars, or the 
inhabitants in general?—The inhabitants, in general, arc 
so influenced by the conduct and desires of the Zemindars, 
who are independent princes, that their desire is prin
cipally that of the head men.— Do you consider that thc 
Zemindars, whde they were nominally under the Nabob, 
considered themselves as independent princes, and acted 
as such ?—Certainly, they considered themselves as 1U" 
dependent princes.” 1 I t by no means follows, that any 
blame was due to the government, on account of the dis
affection of the Zemindars; because they were dissatisfied’ 
from the loss of their power; and so long as they retained 
it, good government could not be introduced. Yet a desir® 
" 'fisted, on the part of administration, to conceal the fact, 
to conceal it probably even from themselves.

After several manifestations of a refractory spirit, tbs 
Zemindar of Cuchoura agreed to deliver up his fort, tin 
the 4th of March, 1803, an English captain, and two coin- 
panys of sepoys, were admitted within the outei "rai > 
when the army of intimidation, which had accompalllc 
thern, was withdrawn. After they had been delayea 
under various pretences, for several hours, a gun was l'U0 
out from the upper fort to a position in which it com1 
rake the passage in which the sepoys were drawn up, 
the parapets of the walls on each side, were lined imm< ir
ately with about eight hundred armed men ; when a meS'

1 Minutes of Evidence, p. 54—69.
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®atSA££k-'received from the Zemindar, that unless they BOOK VI. 
retired, they would all bo destroyed. As nothing could c h a p . j x . 
bo gained by resistance, the commanding officer obeyed - ——— 
ai'd  was not molested in his retreat. When the army had l883- 
taken up its position before the place, the Zemindar wrote 
a letter, in which he affirmed, that he had been treated 
''*th indignity by the gentlemen who had arrived to de
mand surrender of the fort, that hostilities were begun by 
tue English troops, and that so far from intentions of war, 
le was ready to yield implicit obedience. After whatxhad 

happened, he was told, that nothing would suffice but the 
unconditional surrender of himself, and all that apper
tained to him. The trenches were begun on the night of 
+he 8th ; the breaching battery opened on tho morning of 
the 10^  ; and before night, had made such progress, that 
y ith  two hours more of daylight, the breach would have 
■een effected. Between seven and eight o’clock in the 

y  °ning, the enemy rushed from the fort, with a resolution
0 ftu'ce their way through the chain of posts which sur- 

1 °unded them. They were attacked, and pursued for 
j° ' erat miles with considerable slaughter. Tho principal 
hh b̂o ®n6t’3h was in Major Nairne, an officer of the 
hybest promise, who was killed by a matchlock ball, as

J ' 48 leading his corps to the charge.1 
out • ev*douoe disaffection in the ceded districts broke 
j ’ 111 a manner somewhat alarming, at the coimnence- 
bsrr^ ^ le Muhratta war. On the 4th of September, 
aQ . > a party of Mahrattas, led by a French officer, made 

mcuraion in the neighbourhood of Shekoabad, in the 
( , s ‘let of Etawah. Mr. Ryley is asked by the House of

01nmons, “ Did the Zemindars and the other people not 
j an inclination to join him V ’ He answered, “ They 
himj“lysbowed ail inclination, but they actually did join

. ^ 1,e Haja Chatter Saul possessed the fort of Tetteeah,

. . W  not only shown a refractory, but a predatory dis-
1 Sltion ; he was therefore considered in rebellion, and a

s Mbw3’ ut supra, Supplement, No. 2 to vol. i:i.
‘lie Of Evidence, p. 33. " From the general spirit of revolt which
Vecelvi"fera of this courtry exhibited, on the sunll check which our tro.v ;
Ftinv y l 01 Shekoub'id &e ” soys .1 la ter of Cct lain M. \N hits commandin'- ,t 
vol. m ■ feted 12th September, 1S03. Papa s, a t supra, Supplement, No. 2,
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BOOiCjVT. reward offered for his person, either dead or alive. On the 
c h a p . iw. 30ih of September, Lieutenant-Colonel Guthrie marched
---------- to Teeteeah ; and, as it had been dismantled by a detach-

1893. ment of the British army a few months before, expected 
to  take it by assault. After a severe contest of some 
horns, he was overpowered by the enemy, and sent a mes
sage to Captain Dalston to hasten to his relief. On the 
arrival of that officer, he found the force under Colonel 
'Guthrie completely broken, and sheltering themselves m 
the ditch, immediately und :r the wall of the fort: while 
the people within, not able to take aim at them with their 
matchlocks, were throwing powder-pots, which explode! 
among them in the ditch, and the people of the surround
ing villages were assembling to attack them from withou • 
Captain Dalston with his field-pieces soon cleared the tops 
of the walLs ; and enabled Colonel Guthrie and his I,ar J 
to make their escape from the ditch. The loss was serious, 
Colonel Guthrie and three other English officers were 
wounded, the first mortally. Of the native officers noai J 
one third were cither killed or wounded. They woro *111̂ 
able to bring off either their gun or tumbril, of which 
one was spiked, the other blown up. On the folloWiOo 
night, the enemy evacuated the fort, and the Baja tied 
the other side af tho Jumna.

Whatever belonged to the offenders was, in these case-! 
taken as forfeited to the government; for their person”) 
all the more eminent among them found the means 0 
escape.1

CHAPTER X.
The Nabob o f Surat deposed.— The Raja o f Tanjore & 

posed.— The Nabob o f Aroot deposed.— {The Governs 
General resigns.]

fTHE city of Surat, situated in the province of Gojr»^ 
L on the south side of the river Taptee, was by far 

greatest place of maritime commerce in India, when
1 Minnies of evidence, p . 65.—M. W hatever may ho though t of tho 

by  which p o ssesion  of these d istric ts  obtained , th e  Occurrences 0i
iit the tv x t are  s tro n g  proofs th a t  th e  change of roasters was for the  b c iu ; - ^  
th e  coun try . I t  was quite  impossible for any governm ent to  subsist ‘jp.i 
every  pett’v c-idef in tre n c lu d  him self in his e a s t1 . ami was able to  set ^ 
liege la id  nt defiant*. I t  inqu ired  th e  power and v igour of tho  
governm ent to p u t n  end  to this state of anarchy  in  the  Doab.—W .
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discovered the passage by the Capo of BOtNinfe-' 
Bfopof Communicating easily with some of the c h a p . x .

‘loheSt pi-ovinces of the Mogul empire, it was conveniently --------—
j'tuated not only for the traffic of the western coast of *80®- 
nc*la, but, what was at that time of much greater import- 

‘anoe> the trade of the Persian and Arabian gulfs. As it 
the port from which a passage was most conveniently 

akeu to the tomb of the prophet, it acquired a peculiar 
’credness in the eyes of Mussulmans, and was spoken of 
nuer the denomination of one of the gates of Mecca. I t 

Inquired great magnitude, as well as celebrity; for, even 
' Jter it had confessedly declined, it wa3 estimated in 170f!
‘v . ®°0,000 inhabitants; and though it is probable that 
“is amount exceeds the reality, Surat may at this time be 

s°Sarded as the largest city in India. When the votaries 
the ancient religion of Persia, of which the Zend, and 

!ts commentary, the Pazend, are the inspired and sacred 
were driven from Persia, and the tolerating policy 

-Vkhar drew a portion of them to India ; Surat, as the 
^ost. celebrated landing-place from Persia, became the 
bri-ticipai place of their abode ; and there, about 14,000 of 
1le'1’ descendants still preserve their manners, and adhere 

worship.
I  he present fort or castle of Surat was erected about 
® year 1543, when Sultaun Mohammed Shah was King 
bmjrat. As this kingdom soon after yielded to the 

j j 0Sld arms, Surat becamo subject to the government of 
ni. I t  fell in with the Mogul policy; to separate the 

^ im etaad ion  of the city, from tho government of the 
_ astle. The Governor of the castle, and its garris n, were 
^ n ta in e d  by lands or jagkires, and tunkas or assign- 

on the revenue. The Governor of the town received 
customs, or taxes on exports and imports ; the taxes 

cmled mokao.ts, on almost all commodities; and the land 
■ f-nup, subject to certain deductions for tho Delhi trea- 

of some surrounding districts.
T J"or the maritime protection of the western side of 

dr , the Momil government established a fleet. Ita 
^Pmiee, in tho°whole or in part, was defrayed by assigu- 
Ol0ats on tpe r9Veuues of Surat. Some time alter the 
n^m and of this fleet had fallen into tho hands of the 
cbiefs the gpqdeas of llajapoor, or about tlio year

( | (  V  j |  HISTORY OF SURAT.



'■! HISTORY OF BRITISH IN D IA .V S^
\  'insa -w s' k ^
\ | im ic m /l7 3 4 ,  the Malirattas, carrying their conquests over almost 

niAi'. r. all the province, reduced the revenues of Surat to the
•—---- — taxes levied within the town, and the produce of a fe"r

1800. remaining districts. Tiro Nabob of Surat, thus straitened 
in his resources, began to fail in his payments to the fleet- 
Thereupon the Siddees blockaded the p o rt; and compelled 
him to appropriate to those payments the revenue of the 
principal district from which any land revenue was no'''' 
derived, as well as a considerable part of the duties col
lected within the town. In the year 1746, died the Nabob 
Teg Beg Khan, and was succeeded in the Nabobship by 
Sufder Khan, whose son, Vukar Khan, entered at the 
same time upon the government of the castle. But Idea 
Achund, who had married into the family of the late Na- 
wab, and was supported by his widow, and some of the 
leading men, contrived to possess himself of the castle, to 
the expulsion of Vukar Khan. He also applied to the 
Mahratta, Damagee, the ancestor of the present Gaekwar 
princes ; and promised him a portion of the revenues or 
Surat, if aided by him in expelling also the Nabob of the i 
town. By this, commenced the Mahratta cliout, which 
was afterwards shared with the Peshwa. An officer, as 
collector of chout, was established on the part of the 
Peshwa, and another on the jiart of the Gaekwar princes, 
who, under the pretence of its affecting the revenues, 
and hence the Mahratta chout, interfered with every 
'act of administration, and contributed to increase the 
misgovemment of the city. Even when the English, 
at a much later period, conceived the design of forcing 
upon the Nawab a better administration of justice, they 
were restrained by fear of the Mahrattas, to whom the 
chout on law-suits (a fourth part of all litigated property 
was the fee for government) was no insignificant portion 
of the exacted tribute.

Mea Achund succeeded in expelling the Nabob of the 
city, and was himself after a little time compelled to fly ; 
hut a second time recovered his authority, which he, pet- 
rnaneutly retained. Amid these revolutions, however, the 
government of the castle had been acquired by the Sid- 
dec. But the use which he mado of his power was so 
oppressive to the city, that several invitations were soon 
after made to the English- to dispossess him ; and taka
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'^ ^ p o p rfa a d  both of the castle and the fleet. Fear of BOOK VI. 
etabrbrffiig themselves with the Mahrattaa, and the danger <ai.u\ x.
°f deficient funds, kept the English shy till 1758, when a n ---------
outrage was committed upon some Englishmen by the 1800. 
People of the Siddee, and all redress refused. The Nabob 
agreed to assist them in any enterprise against the Siddee,
Provided he himself wras secured in the government of the 
own. A treaty to this effect, reserving to the English the 

power of appointing a Naib or deputy to the Nawab was 
concluded on the 4th of March, 1709 ; and on the same 
oay the Siddee agreed to give up the castle and the fleet, 
kunnuds were granted from Delhi, vesting the Company 
Wlth the command and emoluments of both ; in conse
quence of which, the Mogul flag continued to fly on the 
castle, and at the mast-head of the Company’s principal 
cruiser on the station. The annual sum, allotted by the 
sunnuds for the expense of the castle and fleet, was two 
lacs of rupees; but the sources from which it was to 
be derived were found to be far from equal to its pro
duction.
, Hi 1703, the Nawab Men Achund died ; and, under the 
influence of the Bombay government, was succeeded by 
. 18 son- In 1777, the office of Naib was wholly abolished,

>' consent of the Compauy ; and its funds transferred to 
tho Exchequer of the Nabob.

Another succession took place in 1790, when the father 
‘ led, and the son, in right of inheritance, avowed by the 

Uglish government, ascended the musnud. llis right 
• s exactly the same as that of the other governors, whose 

power became hereditary,and independent,upon the decline 
ihe Mogul government; that of the Subahdars, for 

example, of Oude, of Bengal, and chc Deccan, or tho 
^awab of Arcot, acknowledged and treated as sovereign, 
hereditary princes, both by the English government, and 

o English people.
. luo expense which the English had incurred, by liold- 
Jng the castle of Surat, had regularly exceeded the sum, 

bch, notwithstanding various arrangements with' the 
^abob, they had been able to draw from tho sources of 
f^'eaue. Towards tho year 1797, the English authorities,
,.otil at home and at the spot, expressed impatience under 

Ur burden, and tho Nawab was importuned for two

• eoi*X



^^flSOfEAPl. things ; the adoption of measures for the reform of 
chap. x . government in the city; and an enlargement of th®
---------- English receipts. The expedient in particular recoin-

1800. mended, was, to disband a great proportion of his ov.’U 
undisciplined soldiery, and assign to the English funds 
sufficient for the maintenance of three local battalion®- 
“ The Nabob,” says Governor Duncan, “  betrayed an 
mediate jealousy of, and repugnance to, any concession 7 
as well on the alleged ground of the inadequacy of hi® 
funds ; as of the principle of our interference with Id® 
administration ; which he declared to be inconsistent
with the treaty of 1759.” Notwithstanding this, he wa® 
induced, after a pressing negociation, to consent to p;,y 
one lac of rupees annually, and to mate other concession® 
to the annual amount of rather more than 30,000 rupee®- 
But on the 8th  of January, 1799, before the treaty waf 
concluded, he died. He left only an infant son, who sur
vived him but a few weeks : and his brother, as heir, laid 
claim to the government.

The power of the English was now so great, that without 
their consent it was vain to hope to be Governor of Surat; 
and it was resolved, on so favourable a conjuncture, to 
yield their consent, at the price alone of certain conces
sions. These were; the establishment of a judicature, and 
the payment of a sufficient quantity of money. The neg0'  
tiation continued till the month of April, 1800. The chirr 
difficulty regarded the amount of tribute. Importunity 
was carried to the very utmost. The re-establishment of 
the naibship was the instrument of intimidatior; for tdc 
right of the claimant was regarded by the Bombay go'’01'.11'  | 
ment as too certain to be disputed. Governor Duncan, JO , 
his letter to the English chief at Surat, dated ISth April 
1799, describing a particular sum of money as no more : 
than what the Nabob ought to give, to ensure his ®v' c_ i 
cession, and prevent the English from appointing a naib, 
adds, “ which wo have as clear a right to do, as he ha3 1° 
become Nabob; or to enjoy the fruits of our protection to 
his family and himself. Both points stand equally speci
fied in the treaty.” With regard to tho right, however, I 
of re-establishing a naibship, after having sanctioned it® ( 
abolition, tho ease was by no means clear. The Court of 
Directors, in their letter to the Bombay Presidency, dated 1
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February, 1797, bad declared, “ Although it BOOK YX 
cannoABe denied that the present Nabob, his father, and chap. x.
tns grandfather, owed their elevation to the influence of ----------
he Company; we doubt our right to impose upon the 1800. 
.b o b  an officer under this denomination ; from the con

sideration that the first naib, nominated by the Company’s 
lepresentatives in 1759, was appointed under an express 
'Article of a written agreement with the then Nabob Mca 
Achund, and that upon the death of a second naib the 
office was consolidated with the office of Nabob, and was 

lenewed upon the succession of the present Nabob.” 
b ith  regard to the right of inheritance in the present 
‘ oiiniant, beside the declarations of Governor Duncan, ol' 
whieh that above quoted is not the only one, Mr. Seton, 
the chief at Surat, in Iris letter to Mr. Duncan, of the 26th 

December, 1799, says, “ The Supreme Government 
determined the musuud to be the hereditary right of his 
brother, and from that decision, consequently now his 
established inheritance.”

dlie claimant consented to pay a lac of rupees annually 
llt  perseveringly insisted that beyond that sum the 

rc'  °nues of the place would not enable him to go. After 
. ei7  mode of importunity was exhausted, and every spe- 

Jies of inquiry was made, Mr. Seton became satisfied, that 
v’3 statement was just, and on tho 18th of August, 1799,
(1 j  J® the Governor of Bombay, in the following words 

, have left nothing undone; and pressed him to the 
most. I  am convinced he has not the means, or believe 

. 1 Pally would pay more. Poor Mr. Parmer has been led
, °  a false opinion of the resources of S u ra t; and I could 

"•most venture to stake my life on it, that more Lhan the 
ac is not to he got by any means short of military force.

; -mke the Government from tho family, and pension them 
i "dough such a measure would, in my humble opinion, ba 
• c°btrary to good faith), I scarce believe, after all endca- 
| y°UrS that the Company with these pensions, and the 

‘"creased necessary establishments, would he more in 
Pocket, than they will now with their present ostablisb- 
p e"+ and this donation. What were the views of the 
'°mpany in possessing themselves of the castle 1 What- 

I °Vo.1' they were, they are not altered, and they were then 
| atlsfied with the castle, ana tuuka revenue, which is only
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EOOK yj. diminished from a decrease of trade; and here a lac is 
chat. x .' unconditionally offered, which exceeds the amount ot 
______  castle and tanka revenue by 25,000 rupees per annum .

1800. yet the present government are not satisfied therewith, 
and still want more ; which cannot be raised, if the Nabob 
does not squeeze it out of the subjects.”

A despatch from the Governor-General, dated 10th 
March, 1800, was in due course received, which ordered 
the Nawab to be immediately displaced, and the govern
ment and revenues to be wholly assumed by the English. 
This was the most unceremonious act of dethronement 
which the English had yet performed ; as the victim was 
the weakest and the most obscure. Some of the explana
tions with which this command was accompanied aro not 
much less remarkable than the principal fact. Not nego
tiation, but dethronement, would have been adopted from 
the first, except for one reason, namely, a little danger.
“ The exigencies of the public service,” says the Governor- 
General, “ during the late war in Mysore, and the negotia
tions which succeeded the termination of it, would have 
rendered it impracticable for your government to furnish 
the military force, indispensably necessary for effecting a 
reform of the government of Surat, even if other con
siderations had not rendered it advisable to defer that 
reform until the complete re-establishment of tranquillity 
throughout the British possessions in India.” It. is here 
of importance, once more, to remark upon the phraseology 
of the Governor-General. To dethrone the sovereign, to 
alter completely the distribution of the powers of govern
ment, and to place them in a set of hands wholly different 
and new, though it constituted one of the most complete 
revolutions which it is possible to conceive, was spoken o 
as a “ reform of the government.” ,

The reasoning, by force of which the Governor-Genera 
claims the right to make such a reform, ought to be uem > ■ 
“ On a reference,” says be, “ to the treaty of .
eluded W’ith Mayen-ed-din, we find that it was on-I 
personal engagement with that Nabob, and that it-1 u ’ 
extend to bis heirs. Independent of the terms o 
treaty, the discussion which passed in 1793, on the dea 1 ’ 
Mayen-ed-din, as well as the letter from your goverun , 
dated the 25th of March, 1790, when the office of Aaboo

|
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vfiT>NS FOR DETHRONING FRINGES. F J zL lJ

vacant, prove it  to have been the general TOOK VI. 
®̂ase> that the operation of the treaty of 1709 ceased on cllAr- x.
-’•' demise of Mayen-ed-din. The power of the Mogul ------
a' ‘ng also become extinct, it follows, that tho Company 180t)‘
^  being restricted with respect to the disposal of the 

"-'.‘nee of Nabob by any specific treat)', are at liberty to 
u:*pose of it os they may think proper.”

‘Cro two thing# arc as. ameil: first, that the English of 
^  'bay were not bound by the treaty of 1759 ; the 

• econd, that, wheresoever not bound by specific treaties,
' e English were at liberty to dethrone any sovereign 

0la they pleased ; or, in the language of the Oovernor- 
'Cneral, “  to dispose of the offieo of Nabob, us they may 
>mk proper.” Upon no part of this reasoning is any 

001niiient required. *
Attention is also due to the conduct of the Bombay 

Jdors. Governor Duncan and Mr. Seton, had, both of 
. ^Ul> previously declared their conviction of the clear 

the Nabob, not only to the Nabobship by inherit- 
 ̂ L but to tho support and alliance of the English, bv a 

which their acts had repeatedly confirmed. Yet, 
uer did they receive the command of the Governor- 

+j1(JUl;ral to dethrone 1dm, than they were ready to become 
as activo instruments of that dethronement, and, as far 
0 without so much as a hint, that in their

I
 ' '‘on tho command was unjust, 
sort (p ove-rn°r-General next proceeds to say, that tho 

°‘ government which was performed by the Nabob, 
fl.J  «oeedingly bath Neither was the defence of the city 
iut‘u osternal enemies in a tolerable state; nor was its 

,n'-l‘ government compatible with the happiness of the 
jU bn-, under tho prevailing “ fraud.-,, exactions, and mis- 
^ ““getnent in the collection of the revenue, tho avowed 
in lo t io n  in the administration of justice, aud th • entire 

^ heiency ia  tho police. “ It is obvious,” he continues,
r 1--,'. ti.afe the Kn-.-'r,; were at li .c-.-iy to dethrone any rrrereign they 
“ht au 19 r-°t rutting the case tairly. T!te Xabob cd Surat was no rovereiirn, 

o®v-r the Mogul cm; n Sup-, sw that he .any ; is ■, 4i 
f.irtln. J • Ute king of Delhi had been re.'na i to the power of Altbn or 
•V 'tohM 1’’ W0“W he not have i-.-en entitled to dlsr ire, end even punish, too 
I'll! K,!;.Slm»t. unless that o. . ■ r het returned to bn subordinate position? 
j'hi. “ -li had appropriated, in tin*, part of In Ip. the possessions ami 
" th|s ■> r,f the Mogul, and h!id, therefore, il-c Mine h .;: trover Sura', It y«j 
!' v°lved “  in nmnvoUiers. ua» their •o-bitioa, but their laoc. rattan. that V, “**»» lu on. . .. .  unit and ; ■ • :e a c y .— \V ,
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1 that these important objects,” namely, the security and 
ciiAr. x. good government of Surat, “ can only be attained by the
---------- Company taking the entire civil and military government

1800. of the city into their own hands: and consequently,” he 
adds, “ it is their duty, as well as their right, to have 
recourse to that measure.”

Here again we sec the doctrine most clearly avowed, and 
most confidently laid down as a basis of action, that bad 
government under any sovereign constitutes a right, and 
even a duty, to dethrone him ; 1 either in favour of the 
East India Company alone, if they ought to have the 
monopoly of dethronement; or in favour of mankind at 
large, if the privilege ought to be as diffusive as the 
reason on which it is founded.

I t beiDg deemed, by the Governor of Bombay, that his 
own presence would be useful for effecting the revolution 
at Surat, he left the Presidency in the end of April, one 
arrived on the 2nd of May. After endeavouring to secure 
tlio co-operatiou of the persons, whose influence was 
considerable on the mind of the Nawab, he opened the 
business to that ruler liimsolf, on the 9th, aud allowed hnn 
till the 12th to deliberate upon his answer. At the inter
view, on that day, the Nawab declared; that he could no 
survive acquiescence in the demand; not only from 11 
sense of personal degradation; but from the odium he 
must incur among all Mussulmans, if he consented 
place the door of Mecca in the hands of a people who hat 
another faith. The steps necessary for accomplishing * ll’ 
revolution without regard to his consent, were now pm- 
sued ; and preparations were made for removing his troop® | 
from the guard of the city, and taking possession of - 
the Company’s soldiers, the following morning. I '1 ® I
mean time, the reflections of the Nawab, and the renf.® 
strane.es of his friends, convinced him that, opposi 1 
being fruitless, submission was the prudent choice, 
therefore communicated to the Governor his wiUm<rni^  
to comply, and the treaty was mutually signed on 
following day. I t had been transmitted by the Govein ^
C meral, ready drawn; and was executed without al e

1 it should .other be stated, the maladministration of a sutler'”-'ate 
tic.r.irv c .] ■ piles a right amt duty to dismiss him; this is not quite tnc .■ 
thc-.jj as t!io right to depose independent sovereigns.—W. .-

i
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vSLTNCE TO THE DETHRONED NABOB. Y f 2! 1 j

abob resigned the government, civil and BOOK VI. 
“Ufitary, with all its emoluments, power, and privileges cn.\r. x.
0 ^he East India Company. And on their part, the Com- ---------*

pany agreed to pay to the Nabob and his heirs one lao of 1800; 
^Pecs annually, together with a fifth part of what should 
l'®uiain, as surplus of the revenuos, after deduction of this 
uowance, of the Mahratta chout, and of the charges of

Election.
p iThen the powers of government were thus vested in 

hglish hands, establishments were formed for the admi
nistration of justice, for the superintendence of police, for 
'l® collection of tho revenue, and for the provision of the 

p°*hpany’s investment. For this purpose, the Governor- 
general had given two leading directions ; the first was,
‘“ftt each of these departments should bo committed to 
j'stinct persons ; and the second, that the powers vested 

' 1,1 the several officers should correspond as nearly as ' 
l i a b l e  with those of the corresponding officers in 
^figal. They have, therefore, no need of description.

Though stripped of all tho powers of government, and a 
pensioner of state, it was still accounted proper for 

• leer Nasseer ud Deen to act the farce of royalty. His 
Recession to the musuud of his ancestors was now ac- 
J°Wledged by the English government, and he was placed 
*'■ it with the same pomp and ceremony, as if he had been 

j(®c®iving all the powers of sovereignty, on the day after 
f" had for ever resigned them.

: Th0 great difficulty was, to obtain deliverance from tho
, misery of the Mahratta chout. The Gaekwar prince ex- 

ln’essod the greatest readiness to compliment the Com- 
( *,ahy, to whom he looked for protection, with the share 

"’hioh belonged to him. With the Peshwa, tho businc:- 3 
! 'Vrs not so easily arranged.1
I .. In the despatch of the Court of Directors, dated “ Poli- 
' lc«-l Department, 18th October, 1797,” and a Idrcsssd “ to 

> ’ President in Council at Fort St, George, ’ they say,
IVe have requested Lord Mornington to make a short 

S‘lay at Madras, previous to his proceeding to take upon

I,! Soc ,  of -,3.51-,: -03, of papers relullnrr to this transaction sotety,
, "ttf(| bv order of tlic lioo.-o of Commons dated 14th July. U'flii, u :! -i;r- 

»  of contents, by which every paper, to which tl,„
'■oars reference, will he cosily (hnniL-M.

‘ ‘ - also Despatches, li. 222, 259, 7US.-W.

4.
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\  %.a\ j w‘,'s -ŷ  y '  J  ^
' xllypir^f^hiinself the Government-General of Bengal, for the pa'

cwarria pose of endeavouring to prevail on the Nabob of Areot t
■---------- agree to a modification of the treaty with his highness J

1800. 1792." Lord ITobart had just been recalled, because 1 |
differed with the Government-General of that day, in r 
gard to some of the expedients which ho adopted for tl 
attainment of this modification.1 * The Directors, notwit 
standing, go on to say, “ I t were to be wished that t 
zealous endeavours of Lord Hobart, for that purpose, h ■ 
proved successful; and as, in our opinion, nothing short ■ • I 
the modification proposed is likely to answer anybencr ' 
cial purpose,'Lord Mornington will render a most cssent •> 
service to the Company, should he be able to accompli < 
that object, or an arrangement similar thereto. But let 
iug, as wo do, the necessity of maintaining our credit wi 
the'country powers, by an exact observance of treaties- * 
a principle so honourably established under Lord Cor 
wallis’s administration—we cannot authorize his Lordsb 
to exert other powers than thoso of persuasion to inch - 
the Nabob to form a new arrangement.” 3 I t  is sufficient 
remarkable to hear ministers and directors coujunctly < 
cluing, that “ the principle of an exact observance 
treaties” stiil remained to “ be honourably establish* 
at the time of Lord Cornwallis’s administration. I t v - 
the desire of credit with the country powers, that n ’’ 
constituted the motive to its observance. But if t 
Company when weak could disregard such credit with t 
country powers, they had much less reason now to dr* 
any inconvenience from tho want of it. Besides, 1 
question is, whether the country powers ever gave the " 
or gave any body, credit for a faith, of which they c v ' 
so little form a conception, as that of regarding * 
treaty any longer than it is agreeable to his in terest,c 
do so.

In a letter in council dated Fort William, 4th Ju 
1708, tho home authorities arc told, that “ immediate 
on his arrival at Fort St. George, tho Governor-Gen®1 1 
lost no time in taking the necessary steps for °PeDl0L ,■ 
negotiation with the Nabob of Arcot, with a view to 3

1 V u> oipr%  -i. 49, t r ^ 3i

3 Pipers mining to the affairs of the Commie, uiItrcd ?>>* tho 1 -
Commons to he printed, In Angust, 1S0C1, l, '.'13,



^CSmfflMiment of your wishes, with regard to the rnodifi- BOOK. VI. 
cation of the treaty of 1792—The Governor-General, how- cilap. x.
e' cr, found his Highness so completely indisposed to that ---------
arrangement, as to preclude all hojies of obtaining his 1®®®- 
^°usent to i t  at present.” The letter then promises, at a 

1 ure day, a detailed account of the communications 
v- 10,1 had passed between the Governor-General and 
-■ahob : but this was never sent.1

ru 1/99  the Governor-General, when ho was again at 
r 111 ra*S and war with Mysore was begun, thought another 
pourab le opportunity had arrived of urging the Nabob 
mrosh on the subject of changes so ardently desired. The 
reaty 0f 1792 gave a light to assume the temporary go- 

'  eminent of the country on the occurrence of war in the 
f-ii.matic. To this measure the Nawab and liis father had 
always manifested the most intense aversion. I t was 
■I'ped that the view of this extremity, and of the burden 

^ debt to tho Company, with which ho was loaded and 
”, fidj -ould operate forcibly upon his mind. Tho 

‘u eruor-General accordingly proposed that he should 
t ^  0 tho Company, in undivided sovereignty, those 

'J u r ie s  which ■ .ere already mortgaged for the payment 
y ‘1!,i Subsidy, in which case he would bo exempted from 
, operation of tho clause which subjected him to tho 

O p t io n  of his country ; while it was further proposed 
Co U'a^e 0Ter *° him, *n liquidation of liis debt to tho 

rnpany, certain sums, in dispute between them, to tho 
'oun t of 2,30,0-10 pagodas.

d i02' con<iitiolis were proposed to tho Nabob by letter,
Cio 24th of April. The Nabob answered by tho 

. j ’1'"  1 'odium, dated the 13th of May. The season for 
cy  rn»ing him, by the assumption of his country, w:..

l’Sed, >Seringapatam being taken, and the w..r at mi end. 
y Nabob, therefore, sto kJ upon the strength of his 
y 1"‘“e, which he represented as . wire, and so admirable,
( ,la' !jo change could he tna.i ■ in it without the sacriliiv 
j ! 0l|1-e mutual advantage ; tin t oven if 'lie assumption of 

eoimtiy wore necessary, i\hich; tliauks to the Divine 
! ' 'U)r°y, was at present for from the case; nay, “ were the 
j C0l'sanal iucnnvemienoe ten times greater," the sacrifice 

'°uld ho cheerfully male, “ rather than consent to the 
l,i Papers, ct supra, p. '104.

(fiT
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BOOK VI. alteration of the treaty, even in a letter.” Besi<ksf Jtci* 
'Cs4tttrg^*r were other engagements, by which the Nabob must ever

----------hold himself inviolably bound. These were, respect fo*'
1800. “ the loved and revered personages ” by whom the treaty

was framed, and tho dying commands of his honoured 
father, to which he had pledged a sacred regard. He also 
plied the Governor-General with an argument, which to 
his mind might he regarded as peculiarly persuasive—011 
argument drawn purely from parliamentary stores—eS' 
periencc against theory ; “ I cannot,” said he, “ overlook 
a circumstance, which, in affairs of this sort, must nfdu* 
rally present itself to the mind of your Lordship; tba- 
the treaty, which is now suggested to ho defective, ha3 
had a trial, my Lord, of more than seven years; and, with' 
out a single exception, has been found, for that period, no 
only sufficient for all common purposes, hut ha3 securer 
the fulfilment of every condition stipulated in it, with - 
harmony uninterrupted ; and perhaps, I might add, alrno3 
unprecedented in any country or age.” ’

The Court of Directors, in their political letter to E°r 
St. George, dated the 5th of June, 1799, say, “ We ha ' 1 
been advised, by the Earl of Mornington, that the Nab0,1’ 
continues to oppose a determined resolution to the mod1' 
tication of tho treaty of 1792, which has been repeated!} 
proposed to him. At the same time, we observe, that b13 
Highness has distinctly acknowledged, that he is in t-'1' 
practice of raising money annually by assignments of &0 
revenues of those districts, -which form the security f°r 
the payment of the Company’s subsidy.” They add, , 
this practice is unquestionably contrary to tho letter, a1 - 
subversive of the spirit of that treaty, we direct, that, i!11_ 
mediately upon tho receipt hereof, you adopt the necc- | 
sary measures for taking possession, in the name of W.
C  rnpany, of the whole, or any part, of the said distric -j 
the revenues of which shall appear to be so assigned; 
that you continue to hold the same, and collect the rd 1̂  
thereof, in order that the Company may not in future 
do, rived of the only security which they possess, under t  ̂
be lore mentioned treaty, to answer any failure in the Lab" 
in discb urging bis subsidy. You will immediately com111  ̂
nicato to t lie Nabob the determination wo have C°)J

* Tapers, ut supra, p, 213—216.
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orders you have received relative to this BOOK IV
1  ̂ CI.AP. x .

.. affirmation, relative to the assignments on the ----------
‘ istricts in pledge, is contrasted with the following affirnm- 1SIW- 
1011 °f the Nabob, in his letter of the 13th of May, just 

quoted, in which he answers tho proposal and reasonings 
' ich the letter of the Governor-General had pressed upon 
us mind: “ I do most unequivocally assure your Lordship,

,.n word and faith of a sovereign, that no one foot of 
be districts set apart by the treaty of 1792 have been, or 

?’e iu any manner or way, directly or indirectly, assigned 
7 bre, or with my knowledge, to auy individual whatso- 

e''er; and, having made this solemn and unreserved declar- 
a“on, I would hope, that I need not urge more.” *

^Vith respect to the command of the home authorities,
0 take possession of the districts, and all the rest of their 

espedients, the Governor of Fort St. George, on the 11th 
of April, 1800, -writes, “ Your letter to the Governor- 

eneral, dated the lGth June 1799, is still under his Lord- 
s ip s consideration. But it is material for mo to repeat—
' bu with impressive earnestness, that no security, suffi- 
cieatiy extensive and efficient, for the British interest in 
th°t^aina^ U’ °an ^er‘ved from the treaty of 1792 ; and 

a no divided power, however modified, can possibly 
‘ vcrt the utter ruin of that devoted country.” * 
to .? ^*e J^th of June, 1799, the home authorities wrote 
>jv bo Governor-General, “ In the event of a war with 

’Ppoo Sultaun, the respective countries of the Nabob of 
. , ri"°t, and the Baja of Tanjore, will of course come under 

l® Company’s management: and wo direct, that they be 
ot relinquished, without special order, from us, fo that 

Purpose ; in order to afford sufficient time for the forma- 
lon of arrangements for relieving those respective princes 
lom all incumbrances upon their revenues.” Upon this 

b ’hjeet, the Governor-General writes, on the 25th of 
. unuary, 1800, “ The short duration of the war rendered it 
’•'expedient for me to assume the management of the 
respective countries, of the Nahon of the Carnatic, and of 
llje Baja of Tanjore, on behalf of the Company. The im- 

| Mediate effect of such an assiunption would have been, a 
[ c°Uaiderahle failure of actual resource, at a period of the

Papers, ut supra, p. 21G. * IUd. p. 214, 1 Ibid, p, 216,



BOOK Vi. utmost exigency. I  shall hereafter communicate my sen- 
cn.\r. X. timents at large, with respect to the state of Tanjore, and

-----  the Carnatic. The latter now occupies my partieuto1'
ls0°- attention; and I fear that the perverse councils of the 

Nabob of Arcot will prove a serious obstacle to any ef
fectual improvement of your affairs in that quarter.1

Tuljajec, the Raja of Tanjore, died in 17SG, and 
succeeded by Ameer Sing, his son. The conduct of th<» 
prince gave so little satisfaction to the English, that, aft«r 
the peace of Seringapatam, which Lord Cornwallis con
cluded with Tippoo a 1792, they deliberated concerning 
the propriety of trusting him any longer with the civil 
administration of the country. But the supreme govern
ment “ were of opinion, that, under all the circumstances 
in which the question was involved, it would he mcr° 
f citable to the national character, to hazard an error o’1 
the side of lenity, than to expose themselves to the *'im
putation of having treated him with excessive rigour- 
Accordingly, a treaty was concluded with him, dated tLc 
,12th of July, 1793, and his country, which, like the f ’ar' 
m; tic, had been take n under English management during 
the war, was restored to him, in as full possession 
Ixiforc.

In the year 1 < 98, a convenient discovery was made J th :■ i 
Ameer Sing was not the legal heir to the musnud of T«11' 
jore ; but Seifojee, the adopted son of Tuljajec., Tba 
question of the rights of these two princes remains iu 
obscurity. The documents have not yet been made *c' 
ccssikle to the public; and we know not upon what ground; 
the decision was formed.1 This only we know, that it 'va3

1 Tapers, n t supra, p. 217. .
2 The oircumstaiM.-cs of this cato .. ere so remarkable, tliai. ir is rather <r; ‘ t. 

ordinary tho author should not have heard of them, aiul faikd to trace « >“ ^  
particular account. The disc, very was not raatje in 1798. The 3 ii,i , 
dispute were veil known at Amar fcing’s accession, but a  judgment va» 1 ,‘r ? 
pronounced, which subsequent investigations, ro5umed in 1794 and term51*8t f> 
only in 1797, led both Lord Cornwallis and .Sir John Shore to comider il* y r  
ronaous, and at the latter cate ii was pronounced to lx; ; o by the Court c :y liy  
rectors. A mar Sing •• as the. half-brother of Tuljajec : the lath r, v. ken l'* ,.r.- 
in >787, adopted Serfojoe ns his son, placing him under th- private --'i’.i»r'7 cj*
[ _**t> of f iic celebrated missionary .Swartz,and the public tutelage of hb  L' r°{1‘'r<io 
t-T*on the Xlajf.s f lin th .the  validity of the adoption was disputed od j-% 
ground;;, the imbecile state <-,f the ltaja's tnir.d, the age Of the boy. >(;ny j,:id 
which it was afbrnuu o.-.t ceded that legally qualifying him for .adopt '011' ' ,c 
hi.’ being an only son. whb . >• -Iso held a le g a lq u a lif ic a tio n . »
two hitter grounds Uic Madras Government, with the .Tprobatiou ■ ,j. 
uf L . .I, cancelled the adoption, and placed Amar Sing up. n the Mu'-51' ;pC

The cruel treatment of-S .-rj >b c by tl:e itoja was repeatedly brought

(f I I  (CT
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dethrone Ameer Sing, and to set up Serfojee BOOK VI. 
m  his stead. Serfojee was obviously in a situation to sub- c h a p . x . 
••Tit implicitly to any terms which the English might ~  
hink proper to prescribe. After some months, therefore, 1 ”“1' 

preparation, a treaty was concluded with him, dated the 
-oth of October, 1799, by which he resiguod for ever all 
he powers of government to the English, and received a 

Pension of one lac of star pagodas, with a fifth of the net 
revenues.1

On tho 7th of April, 1800, the Governor-General for
warded to the Governor of Fort St. George, certain letters 
au'l papers, found by the English in the palace of St-ringa- 
patam. These documents related to a correspondence of 
^he two Nabobs of Arcot, tho father and the son, with the 
Sultan of Mysore. The Govcrnor-Gencr d directed Lord 
phve to proceed, without loss of time, in conducting an 
roquiry into the circumstances of which the papers ap
peared to afford indication, and in particular transmitted 
" list of witnesses whose evidence was to be carefully and 
Jealously collected. In the mean time, he himself had 
completely prejudged tho question ; and did what de
pended upon him to make Lord Clive prejudge it in a 
similar manner. “A deliberate consideration,” says lie, 
in the very letter which directed inquiry, “ of the e vidence 
lccubing from the whole of these documents has not only

British antV lines l>y the vigilance of his reverend guardian ; and
in : , 'l11 representations, and th....  .if the Resident, the Madras tiovi nment
va:,1 jT liP°n the removal of Serfuj.-c and the surviving widows of Tiiljaje--,
, , ' also objects of too Raja’s oppression to M L\i ■. 'id is too! ; r :i
fQ,in ’ ruia 'sat followed inunedi uclv bv an appeal to the flove;i v s:t
. "\cv uecislan ndvev'e to Serf.doe's pretensions. Thu tiucstio;. was fully ru- 
Pin “ . “ to by sir John Shore, and ns opinions were received from various 
n,l, .!B of learning and character, which interpr a d the law in i n mr of the 
nnoptinn, the British authorities hud no other alternative than t ■ correct an 

'•'■of tl.eir own commission, end rrsaicc Scrfoire •> that tin-cue, el which 
W ta ta ,  in the mistaken belief that they were a-thut uevmJnw to Urn law, 
aprivcd him. i t  v «w not for then- own convenience, therefore, that they 
• posed Amur Sing and set up Serfojee in l)is stead, although it urns true that 
'ho change was for the better ns the administration ot Amor Sing lmd been 
™'«t injurious to th- renounce of Tanjnre. The particular* of tl o trunjuc- 
gone »ro interestingly and authentically related from tho corresponded* of 

end the' recmuls of the India House, by the venerable mi -ir,nary’s 
Biograpiier, Dr ihgirson IXe of SwurtJ, li. 134, SdS, and 314. Horn star- 
?'>*«. us ho is more acc’nr.ilcly minted by bishop lleber, war visihd by that. 
jT’>eteln lstih and Is described bv him ns combining many of tho best traits 
, native Jharactor with liuvoioan tastes and habit-,. Letter to 11. V.

. " S  X.v•: li.d r’s Journal, ii. 4V.I. dee also lk-ap. t. 41,and v 47.—IV.
See certain doenments in the Second ltevcrt of the Select Committee. Its 10,*’• — 212
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BOOK VI. confirmed, in the most unquestionable manner, my sllS" 
cha p . x. picions of the existence of a secret correspondence be- 
--------- tween the personages already named, but satisfied m;

1800. judgment, that its object, on the part of the Nabobs 
Wallajah and Omdut ul Omrah, and especially of the 
latter, was of the most hostile tendency to the British 
interests.—The proofs arising from the papers would cer
tainly be sufficient to justify the British government m 
depriving that faithless and ungrateful prince, of all mean® 
of rendering any part of the resources of the territories, 
which he holds under the protection of the Company! 
subservient to the further violation of his engagements 
and to the prosecution of his desperate purposes 0 
treachery and ingratitude.” 1

However, the Governor-General thought, it would, no ' 
withstanding, be more consonant with “ the dignity, ®n 
systematic moderation of the British government,” not 
take the country from its prince, till some inquiry n11 
first been made. But he says, “ Although it is my 'vlS 
to delay the actual assumption of his Highness’s govern' 
ment until that inquiry shall be completed, I deem ,r 
necessary to authorize your Lordship to proceed imme
diately to make every arrangement preparatory to tb®_ 
measure, which now appears to have become inevitable.

Nothing, surely, ever was more fortunate, than such 11 
discovery at such a time. This the Governor-General b*3 
the frankness to declare. “ While those orders, hltel- 
conveyed by the Honourable Court of Directors relate® 
to the Company’s connexion with the Nabob, were unde1 
my consideration, a combination of fortunate eivem0 
stances revealed his correspondence.” 3 When the Cm 
vernor-General, and all his superiors, and all his subo^ 
dinates, in the government of India, were languishing 
panting for the possession of the Carnatic, but air*1 ’ 
•without some more plausible reason than they yet 1’°^, 
sesHod, to commence the seizure, here it was provided 
them in extraordinary perfection. But the very c»vU° j. 
stance which recommended, it to the eager affection3 
the East India functionaries, will recommend it to 
rigid m rutiuy of those whose minds are more hapP 
situated fin- appreciating the facts.

| Papera, ut supra, p. 2. Also Despatches, ii. 214, and Anp. 740.
3 HJ'O- P- 3- 3 Ibid. p. 4,



u^e "documents on which so extraordinary a value was BOOK Vi. 
by the Governor-General, consisted almost entirely of Cn.\r. x.

certain things picked out from a mass of correspondence ----------
' '  Uĉ  Pul'Ported to have passed between the “ Presence” Î OO.
1 ie title which Tippoo bestowed upon himself), and the 
" 0 ' eteels, Golam Ali Khan, and Ali Keza Khan who ac

companied, in 1792, the hostage sons of the Sultaun to
adras. Besides these, only two letters were produced;

°ne from a subsequent vakeel of Tippoo a t Madras; an
other, supposed to be from Omdut ul Omrah, but under a 
fictitious name,

i t  is proper to ascertain the value of one circumstance,
0Q which those who are not partial to the British charac
ter will not fail to animadvert. As the British govern
ment was situated with respect to the papers of Tippoo, 
lt was, it may be affirmed, the easiest thing in the world 
to procure evidence for any purpose which it pleased : 
and I wish we could say that civilization and philosophy 
have made so great a progress in Europe, that European 
l ulers would not fabricate a mass of evidence, even where 
a kingdom is the prize. The time is so very recent, when 
such expedients formed a main engine of government, and 
, e Progress in political morality appears to be so very 
, °'v> tllat it would be utterly unsafe to proceed upon the 

supposition that forgery is exploded as an instrument of 
s ° ' eminent. Yet in the case of the British government,
‘0 much the greater number of those employed in carry

's  Jt on would probably refuse to share in the fabrication 
. a uiass of evidence, that the small number of indi- 
1 uals who might have no insuperable objection to it 

would find it, in few cases, easy ; in most, impossible, to 
accomplish their purpose. With regard to Lord Wel- 
esley, even his faults bear so little affinity with this 

species of vine, and his most conspicuous virtues are so 
directly opposed to it, that, we may safely infer it to be as 
Unlikely in his case, as in any which can well be supposed,
■mat lie would fabricate evidence to attain the objects of 
nis desire; notwithstanding the violence with wffiich lie 
Was apt t0 desire, and the faculty which he possessed of 
Persuading himself, that everything was righteous by 
which his desires were going to be fulfilled.

Eut an argument, more conclusive than any argument

J(*l <SL|\V NATURE or THE CIRCUMSTANCE. k -'



^TBQSS&A’I. from character, either national or individual, can alniost 
ciiAr. x. ever bo, at any rate to strangers, and those whose Pai"
——----  t-iality one has no reason to expect, is th is ; that the

1800. papers prove nothing; which most assuredly would not
have been the case, had they boon fabricated for the pur
pose of proving. On the other hand, if they had exhibited 
a proof which was very strong and specific, it would hay-’ 
been no easy task, after the very exceptionable manner in 
which they wore examined, to have proved that all sus
picion of them was utterly groundless.

Among the objects recommended to the vakeels rvho 
accompanied the sons of Tippoo to Madras, one, very IK'- 
turally, was, to communicate to him useful intelligence ot 
every description. They had even a particular comtf>iS'  
sion with regard to secret intelligence, in which a da 
lineation of tire defensive works of Fort St. George 
particularly included; aud they were furnished with 
cipher for carrying it on.

With other articles of intelligence, which the vakeyy 
availed themselves of their situation to transmit to tin 11 
royal master, an account was given of the deportment <-’* 
the Nabob of Arcot, towards the prinoes, and to.v.i' J - 
themselves; and of the conversations which took pltlC<; 
between them. The letters relating to this subject v c ^  
those which were regarded as affording evidence agai'1̂  
Wallajah, the deceased, and Omdut ul Omraluthorciguii*? 
Nabob.

I t  is to be remarked, that Lord Cornwallis, after he 
reduced Tippoo to a situation, in v.-i k h 
as too weak to be any longer formidable, adopted l*V£ 
liberal it sign of conciliating his iniud, and gaining it> ‘ 
possible, by a respectful, generous, and even flatterw'b 
stylo of intercourse, to a state of good-will towards t j5 
English nation. The same course he recommended to >»• 
Kid/..' VVaUajah, who bad : uHerod so deeply by the ra**"'.® 
of Tipjeui’s house, ami towards which he had often »!l,ul 
fesUd so great a degree of contempt and aversion.1 , t

There were various circumstances which just at •
1 Tin*, r  -.n.. n ;.i,.ijon im y  have been riv en , b u t Ute only e v id e n t  '.dilje 

ji . received ■ ' lo u t  question, nppemw to le  t in t  uf one 
rvr.uub. o'tice:-,, under n is i .u a .a s  circ m nuances, on ttttcnU 'tiiin w  .i.U' 
g - i n the  (t • of treach ero u s tjorrcq/orulcnce w ith the * -**
'i j bobaciiuout —V-.
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^|§|)J9^jieed the Nabob to follow those injunctions of tho BOOK VI. 
otTa-n0r-Qenerai with great alacrity. The fame and au- cn.ir. x.
lority of Tippoo were now sufficiently high to render his --------- -

Headship an object of importance. The Nabob of Arcot, 180®- 
he other hand, felt himself in a state of degradation,

'in  reduced to a cipher among the princes of India. I t 
soothed his vanity to hold some intercourse with as many 
°i l. lem as possible ; and not least with one who now oc
cupied so largo a space in the eye of the world as tho 

" ''I'm of Mysore. I t increased his dignity and const- 
HUenee, when he induced other princes to use towards him 
110 language of friendship, and to treat him as a prince 
“Pon a level with themselves. This rendered it more 
difficult for the English to accomplish their design of di- 
5 esMng him, as he dreaded, of all his sovereign powers, 
and reducing him and his family to the condition of mere 
pensioners of state. He seems, accordingly, to have been 
' 0!; oager, to add the forms of a confidential intercourse 
iiii.li Tippoo to the other circumstances which held him 
°rth to tho world as a sovereign prince, and which he re

garded with justice as the only barrier between him and 
dethronement.

Attentions to the princes while at Madras, with assur- 
nces of his favourable sentiments towards the Sultan,
U‘!.0  ̂ h 's ardent desire of a suitable return, wore the cx- 

PLt Ie'its of which ho made use. Oriental expressions of 
^°mpliment are all extravagant, and hyperbolical; and we 
^anno^ on such au occasion, suppose, that the Nabob 
. « • d use the moat feeble and cold. Another cireum- 
. ,auf  of great, importance to be remembered was, that 
, *° Otters contained not the expis-sions of the Nabob,
0ut °nly the expr essions of the vakeels reporting them ; 
a"d that Indian agents, reporting to their principals.

,m pay any rega J  to realities, but, as far as they can go 
With advantage to themselves, heighten whatsoever they 
Ihiuk will be agreeable to their master, extenuato wliatso- 
ever they think lie will dislike. Now, when all the expres- 
Wona which, the vakeels of Tippoo report to have been 
'■‘Sod by the Nabob and his son are tortured to the utmost,
^othmg can be tataactod f ie s  them bat declarations of 
friendly Rentiments, in an hyperbolical style. Even the 
*wsian translator of the English government, who drew

1 • V q g jp ip ik c E  CONTAINED IN THE PAPERS. |H f 1i  j
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p a report upon the documents, highly praised by 100 
c u r .  x. (Jiovemor-General, and in which every effort is made to
---------  draw from them evidence of guilt, has the candour to say,

1800. “The accuracy of reports from agents, natives of India, t°  
their principals, cannot, under circumstances, be imp!1'  
citly relied on; and in one of the reports of the vakeels 
which contains the substance of a conference between 
themselves, the princes, and the Nabob, at which Colonel 
Doveton was present, a speech is ascribed to that gentle
man which is evidently fabricated ; a circumstanco which 
tends to weaken the validity of all their reports;—am-1 
the evidence of the Nabob’s conduct rested solely np°n 
them, the proofs might be considered as extremely 1 e 
fective and problematical.’’1 ,

Thus far, then, the ground is clear. But, beside m 
reports of the vakeels, what further proof is alleg01- 
There are the letters of Tippoo, and the key to the cipm ' 
The letters of Tippoo contain no more than a return ‘ 
the civil expressions of the Nabob ; vague declarations 0 
good-will, couched in a similar style The key to t 
cipher shows that Wallajah was designated by theteio1 
Well-wisher of Mankind, the English by that of -A*a 
Corners, tho Nizam by that of Nothingness, the Mahratta3 
that of Despicable; and so on. And this is the who e 
matter of evidence which the papers contained.

To establish still further the dark designs which t*10 
Governor-General firmly concluded that a few hyperbolic 
expressions had already proved, a list of nine witnessc 
was transmitted to Madras, of whom the two vakoe > 
Golam Ali Khan, and Ali Beza Khan, were the chief- 
commission consisting of two of the most approved 
vants of the Company, Mr, Webbe, the secretary to ^  
Madras government, and Colonel Close, were selectee 
conduct the investigation. Every precaution was ta 
such as that of preventing communication between  ̂
witnesses, to get from them either the evidence purd’ 
the means of detecting its impurity. , 0f

It was resolved to begin with the two vakeels, w b °^  
course could best elucidate their own correspondence- 
f ■; in a proper judgment of their testimony, several 0 
cismstanecs ought to be remarked. In t h e  first place, 

i Papcre, ut supra, p. 14.



v \  EXAMINATION OF WITNESSES. ^ 1 *  1\%  yl”]'̂ //  a. ,/ _.4
Ve*^Orientals; that is, men, accustomed, in the use of BOOK VI. 
language toward those on whom their hopes and their cha p . x .
fears depended, to regard very little the connexion between ----------
fheir words and the corresponding matter’s of fact, but f®®*- 
chiefly the connexion between those words, and the im
pression, favourable or unfavourable, which they were 
‘kely to make on the minds of the great persons, on 

^ nose power the interests of the speaker most remavka- 
• depended. In the second place, it is impossible to 

conceive any dependence more abject, than was, at this 
finie, the dependence of the khans, Golarn Ali, and Ali 
Rezo, upon the English government. The government, 
under which they had found employment, was totally 
destroyed. Every source of independent subsistence was 
cut off; they lived upon a pension which they received 
from the English government, and which it was only ne
cessary to withhold, to plunge them into the deepest abyss 
°f human misery. They had every motive which interest 
could yield, to affirm what would he agreeable to the 
English government. They could have no interested mo
tive to speak what would be agreeable to Tippoo, Wallajah,

Omdut ul Omrah. In these circumstances, if they had 
v!Veu a testimony in every respect conformable to the 
Wishes of the Euglish government, what depended upon 
■ ®ir affirmation would have been regarded as of little or 
no V£duc by any impartial judge. But in as far as they 
Save a testimony in opposition to those wishes, that is, in 
opposition as they must have believed, to their own in
terests, their testimony has some of the strongest possible 
claims upon our belief.

Every thing was done to remove any obstructions which 
n}'ght exist in the minds of the witnesses to the produc
tion of such evidence as was expected. They were given 
to understand that no blame would be attached to th mi, 
who only acted under legitimate orders, for their instru
mentality in the designs of their master. And they were 
assured in the strongest language, that any ap> i ara) 
a design to conceal the truth, and they well knew w h a t, 
eastern rulers were accustomed to cull the truth, would ' i 
visited upon them with all. the weight of English indigna
tion.

Of the two vakeels, Ali Bc/.a was residing atVelore,
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N'^(fl£-T I. Oolam Ali at Seringapatam. As least remote, All Rez» 
c h a p . x. was examined first. In him, the examining commissioner3
-------—  say, in their report to the Governor, “ wo think it n e c e s -

I8C0. sary to apprize your Lordship that we discovered an 
earnest disposition to develop the truth. Golam Ali they 
accused of base endeavours at concealment. The evidence 
o? both, taken together, tends not to confirm one single 
suspician, if any could have been justly derived from the 
papers, but to remove them, every one.

They both distinctly and constantly affirmed, that the 
expressions of good will towards Tippoo, made use of to 
their hearing by Wallajah or his son, were never under
stood by them in any other sense than that of vague com
pliments. Ali Eeza gave testimony to another point, with 
regard to which the Persian translator, commenting on hi3 
evidence, thus declares: “ In the report of the Persia'1 
translator,” namely, the report on the documents, “ it 
lias been observed, that the expressions of attachment and 
devotion, ascribed by the vakeels to the Nabob Walla j*1]1' 
and Omdut ul Omrah, are probably much exaggerated > 
and that little dependence ought to bo placed upon the 
existence of facts, inferred merely from such expression3 i 
this conjecture is confirmed by Ali lleza Khan, who ac
knowledges they were much exaggerated, and that it 
customary with the vakeels to heighten the expressions of 
regard, which fell from Lord Cornwallis, or "the Nabob 
Wallajih, for the purpose of gratifying the Sultan; and. 
observed very justly that the people of this country 
constantly exaggerate their expressions of regard to *n 
extravagant degree.” 1

The vakeels reported several expressions of the Nabob, 
complimenting the .Sultan as a pillar of the faith, and ad
miring the union of Mussulmans; certain articles of intel
ligence which he was described as conveying; and expe
dients of secrecy which he was described as having 
employed. All this, however, is only the report of the 
vakef! , wliieh is acknowledged to be incapable of proving 
anything, and which, as it forged a speech for Colonel 
Dovcton, would just as probably forge for tho Nabob and 
bis son. But the circumstances, even if the statement 
of them is supposed to be just, afford no ground for 

I - ut supra, p. 47.
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guilt. To call Tippoo a pillar of the Moslem BOOK VI. 
faitlij-crfie o f  the most flattering of all compliments to  his c h a p . x.
bigoted mind, was not criminal; nor to speak with ap p ro -----------
cation of the union of Moslems, which might be an exhor- n o 
tation to the Sultaun to favour the Nabob, that is, the 
English, who always represented their interests- as tho 
same with his.

The articles of intelligence which he is said to have con
veyed arc exceedingly trifling ; and have at any rate the 
appearance of having been conveyed for a good, not for an 
evil purpose; for the preservation of that harmony between 
Tippoo and the English, which at that time the English 
bad very earnestly at heart. Having learned, that suspi
cions were caused, by some intercourse which appeared to 
take place between the Mysore and Mahratta Durbars, the 
Nabob sene him his advice, that it would be better he 
should desist, and suspend his negotiations, at least during 
the administration of Marquis Cornwallis. Again, having 
learned the existence of a French war, and that Pondi
cherry was about to bo attacked, the Nabob sent his 
^v ice  to the Sultaun to withdraw his vakeel from Pondi
cherry, and to intermit all correspondence with the 
I' vouch. This is the whole of the intelligence, the con
veyance of which was construed into direct acts of hosti
lity.

A few expressions of want of regard for the English, 
mixed in the reports of the vakeels, hardly deserve at- 
cntion ; both because nothing was more likely to bo in

serted by the vakeels, they knowing nothing much m ire 
ukely to be agreeable to their master ; and because, if the 
attachment of the Nabob to the English had been ever so 
ei|tire, it was perfectly in character with oriental sincerity, 
to affect to despise and abhor them, in order to conciliate 
a mind by which it was known they were disliked.

■As to the appearance of a concern about secrecy, it is 
"-ell known to be a feature of the human mind in the state 
°f civilization under which the Sultaun and Nabob were 
educated, and in India to a singular degree, to make a 
great affectation of secrecy on very trifling occasions ; and, 
f°r the show of importance, to cover every thing as much 
as possible with a veil of mystery. Under the designation 
°f “ t h e  a f f a i r  you know,” something was mentioned in the

VOL. v i .  q
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x^OO^IYl. letters of Tippoo and the vakeels ; and under this mystc- 
cuaf. x. rious appellation the deepest villany was supposed to be 
— ■ ■ 1 * ■ • couched. On this, after examining their witnesses, the 

*®0®- commission era report, “ We have the honour to inform 
your Lordship, that the expression of ‘ the affair known of, 
so frequently repeated iu the correspondence, appears to 
refer to the subject of a proposed connexion by marriage 
between the families of Tippoo Sultaun and the Nabob 
Wallajah.” 1

On two occasions, while the vakeels remained at Madras, 
the Nabob made appointments for meeting with them 
secretly. But both of them persisted in steadily affirming; 
as witnesses, that nothing passed beyond general profes
sions of regard. The affectation of a wish to conceal from 
the English the warmth of the attachment he professed, 
might well bo one of the artifices made use of by tho 
Nabob for extracting those appearances of regal’d from the 
Sultaun, which it was at this moment his interest to ob
tain. In exact conformity with this idea, he made oflc'’> 
upon the departure of tho vakeels from Madras, to esta
blish a cipher for the purpose of secret communication. 
But so little value did the Sultaun attach to any expected 
communication from the Nabob, that he treated this 
proposal with total neglect ; than which a strongor proof 
can hardly bo expected of the innocence of all the 
communications which from that quarter he had ever re
ceived.

The commissioners say, “ Wc examined Gholam -Ali 
Meer Suddor, the Dewan Purniah, and the Moonshoe 
Hubbeeb Olla,” that is, the men above all others ac
quainted with the secrets of Tippoo’s government; “ but 
as their testimony did not establish any fact, we thought 
it unnecessary to record their evidence.” 3

Not, only does this evidence afford no proof of a criminal 
correspondence with Tippoo, on the p a r t  of tiio Nabob , 
but the total i n a b i l i t y  of the English to produce further 
evidence, with all the records of the Mysoro g o v e r n m e n t  m

1 r .^ e rs , nt supra, p. CG. , , {JlC
- Ibid. p. 39.—The papers from Serinfrapatam, and the examination o* - 

witnesses, are in a collection cf Hor.se of Commons “ Papers concern*'
Nabob of the Carnatic, ordered to bo printed 21st of June, 180*2 te|y  

rest of the documents are in tho volume of papers quoted iinm8dl»‘ ■>
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and all the living agents of it within BOOK Vr. 
their absolute power, is a proof of the contrary ; since c h a p . x .
it is not credible that a criminal correspondence should —-------
have existed, and not have left more traces of itself.

I t  is just to bewail the unhappy situation, in which the 
nimds of Englishmen in India arc placed. Acted upon by 
circumstances which strongly excite them, their under
standings are dragged, like those of other men, towards a 
conformity with thoir desires; and they are not guarded 
against the grossest illusions of self-deceit by those salutary 
influences which operate upon the human mind iu a more 
favourable situation. The people of India among whom 
they live, and upon whom the miserable effects of their 
delusion descend, are not in a situation to expose the 
sophistry by which their rulers impose upon themselves.
They neither dare to do it, nor doos their education fit 
them for doing it, nor do they enjoy a press, the instru
ment with which it can be done. Their rulers, therefore, 
have no motive to set a guard upon themselves ; and to 
examine rigidly the arguments by which they justify to 
themselves an obedience to their own inclinations. The 
human mind, when thus set free from restraint, is easily 
satisfied with reasons for self-gratification; and the under
standing waits, an humble servant, upon the affections.
Not only are the English rulers in India doprived of the 
salutary dread of the scrutinizing minds, and free pens, of 
an enlightened public, in the regions in which they 
aot > they well know, that distance and other circum
stances so completely veil the truth from English eyes, 
that, if the rase will but boor a varnish, and if they 
take care to stand well with the minister, they have in 
•England every thing to hope, and seldom any thing to 
dread, from the successful gratification of the passion of 
acquiring.

It is most remarkable, that of all the Englishmen in 
India, of whose sentiments upon the occasion wc have 
any record, the Governor-General and his council, the 
Governor of Fort St. George and his council, the ex
amining commissioners, and the Persian translator, the 
very foremast men in India, not one appears to have 
doubted, that the evidence we have examined estab-
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hed undeniably the facts which they so eagerly desired 
c h a p . x . t o  infer-.1
---------- The examination of the witnesses was closed, and the

1800. report of the commissioners drawn up, and signed at 
Seringapatam, on the 18th of May, I800.2 It w-as not till 
the 28th of May, 1801, that any further instructions of the 
Governor-General were despatched. In the memorable 
document of that date, addressed to Lord Clive, he states 
one reason of delay, as follows : “ The critical situation of 
the negotiation depending with the Nizam, appeared to 
me to render it advisable to postpone the adoption of 
measures required for the security of the Carnatic. The 
successful issue of that negotiation appeared likely t° 
facilitate the arrangements which became indispensably 
necessary in the Carnatic; while a premature prosecution 
of these arrangements might have impeded, and perhaps 
frustrated, the successful issue of the negotiation at Hyder
abad.” Another reason was, that for some time he in
dulged the hope of being able to employ the weight of bis 
own presence, in removing the obstacles which ho expected 
to oppose the intended revolution in the Carnatic, When 
that hope was relinquished, he desired that Mr. Webbe, 
the chief secretary to the government at Madras, might 
join him in Bengal, to communicate a more minute 
knowledge of circumstances than he could otherwise 
acquire.

1A disposition to  disbelieve is quite as likely to misjudge the weight of evident* 
as a disposition to believe. Scepticism is as unpropitious us credulity to the 
appreciation of truth. It may be admitted, that upon the face of the corre
spondence little appeared to convict the Nawabs of the Carnatic of actual 
treachery against the British Government, vet there can be little difficulty in 
crediting that they entertained hostile sentiments towards it, or that they ex
pressed those sentiments to Tippoo’s vakeels. It is possible that the vakceis 
exaggetuled the expressions of the Nawala to gratify their master, but it can- 
col bo reasonably doubted h r any who know the passion of native princes for 
intrigue, and the intense detestation borne by ail Indian Mohammedans to
wards their Christian masters, that much that was conveyed to Tippoo by his 
agents, was said and intended by Walujah and his son. Hie inferiority ot 
Tipjs n’s origin was a much greater bar to any cordial inter, ourse betv een the 
Nawabs and the Sultan ; but that would probably have given way before com
munity of religious intolerance, if the former could have anticipated any 
prospect of benefit to themselves from the latter's success. Although, then, 
the correspondence with Tippoo may not substantiate any conspiracy againrt 
;hc English power, it is impossible to question tbo inference that is reasonably 
drawn from it, on inference which scarcely required such testimony -.—Thar 
no rciia :ce could be placed upon the fidelity or attachment ot the Nabobs or 
Arret 'ilicir political position and their religions creed rendered them irre- 
cou. ileabb- f.-es. and with this conviction it would have been folly to base 
Intrio ed them 1 nger wttti anv degree of political power.—W.1 Despatches, li. 516.—w.
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' “ The do lay,” says the .Governor-General, “ which has BOOK VI. 
occurred, has enabled me to receive the sentiments of the ciiAr. x.
President of the Board of Commissioners for the affairs of ---------
India, and of the Secret Committee of the Court of Di- 1800. 
rectors, on the subject of the correspondence of the late 
and present Nabob of Arcot with Tippoo Sultaun. Those 
sentiments entirely accord with your Lordship’s, and with 
mine, on the same subject.”

Ho proceeded to declare, that from the evidence which 
we have examined, he confidently inferred the existence of 
a criminal correspondence between the Nabob and Tippoo; 
and that the measure which, in consequence, he resolved 
to adopt, was the dethronement of the Nabob, and the 
transfer of his sovereignty to the Company.

An attempt, however, was still to be made, to obtain an 
appearance of the Nabob’s consent to his own degradation.
“ I consider it,” says the Governor-General, “ to be ex
tremely desirable, that the Nabob should be induced to 
accede to the proposed arrangement, in the form of a 
treaty. In order to obtain his Highness’s acquiescence in 
this mode of adjustment, it will be proper for your Lord- 
ship, after having fully apprized the Nabob of the nature 
of the proofs which we possess of his correspondence with 
Tippoo Sultaun, to oiler the inducement of the largest 
provision to bo made for his Highness’s personal expenses, 
aod in that event I authorize your Lordship to insert in 
the treaty the sum of three lacs of pagodas.”

I he Governor-General had no very saugniuo hopes, that 
the Nabob would smooth all difficulties by resigning the 
dignity to which he clung. Ho gave directions, therefore,
°n the contrary supposition, and said, “ If the Nabob,
Onidut ul Omrah, by refusing to acquiesce in the proposed 
arrangements, should compel the British government, con
trary to its wishes and intentions, to exorcise its rights 
“•nd its power to their full extent, I authorize and direct 
your Lordship to assume the civil and military govern
ment of the Carnatic.”

The Governor-General anticipated even another con
tingency. “ It is possible,” says he, “ that in the actual 
state of his Highness’s councils and temper, the Nabob 
may be disposed to appeal to the authority of the Honour- 
Able the Court of Directors.” Well, and what was his
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BOOK A'i. Excellency's determination in tb at event? “ Being nl- 
GHArTxT ready,” said he, “ in possession of the sentiments of the
— -----  Secret Committee, founded on the discovery, of the Nabob s

1801. faithless conduct, I shall consider it to be injudicious ana 
unnecessary to admit the appeal: and by that admission 
to enter upon a formal trial of his Highness’s criminal 
conduct.” 1

Now, finally, the case stood, therefore, as follows. In a 
dispute, in which the Company, or their representatives, 
the rulers in India, on tho one hand, and the Nabob on tlic 
other, were parties, and in which a great kingdom was at 
issue, the first of the parties not only resolves upon de
ciding in its own cause, which in the case of disputes 
about kingdoms can seldom be avoided, but, upon a mass 
of evidence of its own providing, evidence altogether ex 
parte, evidence which it examined by itself and for itself 
and upon which it put any construction which it pleased, 
did, without admitting the opposite party to a hearing, 
without adrnittiug it to offer a single article of counter
evidence, to sift the evidence brought to condemn it, or s° 
much as to make an observation upon that evidence* Pr°" 
cc id to form a decision in its own favour, and to strip tho 
opposite party of a kingdom. I t is perfectly obvious, 
that, upon principles of judicature such as these, a decision 
in favour of the strongest will seldom be wanting.

Had the actions of the Nabob corresponded with the 
inference which the English rulers so eagerly drew, then 
conduct would still have implied a most extraordinary 
assumption. The principle of their conduct was, that, n 
an Indian prince did any injury, or but showed that ho 
meditated injury, to tho English, that moment the English 
were entitled to dethrone him, and take his kingdom 0 
themselves. If the Nabob had actually contracted an 
alliance offensive and defensive with Tippoo, he was not a 
subject of the British government; ho was a sovereign 
prince ; and tho utmost such an action implied was a vio
lation of the treaty which subsisted between the English 
and him. But all that is necessarily done by tho violation 
on one side of a treaty between sovereign states, is only to 
relieve the party on the other side from all the obligation3 
which it imposed'; to leave tho two parties, in short, m

1 For the above e.umctn, see papers, vol. i. ut supra, p. 42—-'17.



^ ® la^esitu a tio n , in which they would have been, if the BOOK YI. 
treaty had not existed. I t  may happen, that, in such a c h a p . x .
case, i t  would be improper, in the obeying, so much as t o ---------
make war upon the infringing party. That would entirely 1801. 
depend upon other questions, namely, the refusal of redress 
for injury, or of security against indubitable danger. But, 
even when war takes place, and two princes stand in the 
relation of active enemies, it is not the principle of just 
•*md polished nations to push the warfare to dethrone
ment ; nor can it over be any thing but the height of 
injustice to cany hostilities beyond the line of redress for 
indubitable injury, and security against indubitable danger.
How the assumption of the English, in the case before us, 
can be reconciled with these established principles, it is 
not difficult to determine.1

1 The conclusions are wrong because the premises arc so. The Nabob had 
never been a sovereign prince. The ministers of the British crown had, 
indeed, most Irapolitlcaliy and ml takingly treated him in that capacity, but 
the history 0f his connexion with the Company was an irrefutable argument 
of their error. The Nabob of the Carnatic was originally nothing more than 
an officer of the Subohdar of the Dekliin, appointed and removed at the 
pleasure of his superior. That he had been rendered independent of the 
oubabdar was not even, his own act, it was.the work of the English; 
no owed every thing to their protection: he was their creature, nut their 
oiiual. 'flic dispute, lay not between two potentates of independent origin 
«nd power, but between the master and servant —the sovereign and the 
snoject. The timidity and the ignorance of the superior had suffered 
*ne inferior to appropriate what did not appertain to him, and hud recognised 
Pretensions to which he had no claim. That is no reav>n why the error was 
io be perpetuated, or that it should not be remedied when it was discovered. 
auc established principles which regulate even hostilities between sovereign 
stat ’•"'re here inapplicable,—for tire sovereign state was one, there were not 
tvr o sovereign states, consequently there could not be hostilities between them.
>iiate\er may be the law of nations in regard to ihe treatment of independent 

^oycreigjib, it will scarcely ho <h nied th .t the soverei jn h 
n refractory or rebellions dependant. It is true, h o iru v , that the Governor - 
general deprived himself of uny advantage iroqa this view of tbo case, by 
treating the Nawab as a so- erclgn prince in alliance with the English, lie 
observes: ‘ The ease ret]ubus that we should act- a? against a state, on the 
basis of the general law of nations and that wo should employ the power of 
the British empire in India to demand,' and il necessary, to enforce an Adequate 
security for our rights and interests against the machinations of a faithless 
ally, who has violated the fundamental principle of a public alliance to the 
extent of placing himself iu tire light oi a public enemy.' Despatches, ii. 523.
Tiiis means, it is'to be preen tried, that s  sovereign who is an enemy, and who 
is too v iu to re-; -l. may i o deprived of hi.- r-overei ?nt> : but oven -. this doc
trine were com rally true, v, Idch it is not, the public hostility of the Nawab of 
the Carnatic, laid not been so decisively manifested as to justify such extreme 
punishiueut. The inconsistencies ana unsoumluess of mam- of our attempts to 
vindicate our political measnies in India are undeniable. It would have been 

o lined ourselves to the avowal t hat the 
maintenance of the British dominion in India was the main-spring of all our 
policy, it might also have been safely asserted, on this occasion at least, that 
the interests of the people demanded the reparation of the double admin; $tra
tion of the affairs of the Carnatic, and amend I cing put to the raisgoverament 
of the Nabobs of Arcot.—W.

(1 (1 )1 )  ■ v£T
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BOOK V l /  As if aware, after all, how little all other pleas were
c h a p . x. qualified to support the measure which ho was eager to
------------- p u rs u e ,  t h e  G o v e ia io r-G o n e ra l fo rg o t n o t  h is  s ta n d a r d

1801. reason for the dethronement of princes; namely, the bad
ness of their government. He affirmed, that no other 
expedient but the dethronement of the Nabob of Arcot, 
and the total transfer to the English of the government of 
the Carnatic, afforded any chance for that reform which 
the impoverishment of the country, and the misery of the 
people, so forcibly required. Here, at last, he obtained a 
ground, on which, if the end for which government was 
instituted, and for which it ought to be upheld, is worthy 
of being regarded, he might stand with perfect assurance. 
Though we may suspect the servants of the Company of 
some exaggeration, when they describe the horrible effects 
of the Nabob’s administration, there is no doubt that they 
were deplorable. I t  is equally certain, that no consider
able improvement could bo introduced, while the powers 
of civil administration remained at the disposal of the 
Nabob. And, though what the Company had attempted 
for improving the condition of their subjects, where they 
possessed the undivided powers, had hitherto displayed but 
little either of skill or success, some efforts had been nobly 
intended, and veil doubtless be followed by more judicious 
expedients. Even under the bad system of taxation, and 
the bad system of judicature which the English would 
employ, the people would immediately suffer less than 
under the still more defective systems of the Nabob ; and 
they would reap the benefit of all the improvements which 
a more enlightened people may be expected to introduce. 
On this ground, wc should have deemed the Company 
justified, iu proportion as the feelings of millions are of 
more value than the feelings of an individual, in seizing 
the government of the Carnatic long before ; and, on the 
same principle, we should rejoice, that every iuch of 
ground within the limits of India were subject to their 
sway. In matters of detail, I have more frequently had 
occasion to blamo the Company’s government than to 
praise i t ; and, till the business of government is much 
better understood, whoever writes history with a view 
solely to the good of mankind, will have the same thank
less task to perform ; yet I believe it will be found that

J - J  HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA, ' q  .



v  \  ® C K N ^SS AND DEATH OF THE NABOB. j ^ | ; i  ,

^ ^ t r g j h b y ,  during the period of their sovereignty, have BOOK VI. 
done raoro in behalf of their subjects, have shown more of c h a p . x .
good-will towards thorn, have shown less of a solliali a t ta c h - ---------
raent to mischievous powers lodged in their own hands, ISO1- 
have displayed a more generous welcome to schemes of 
improvement, and are now more willing to adopt improve
ments, not only than any other sovereign existing in tho 
same period, but than all other sovereigns taken together 
upon the surface of the globe.

When the instructions for assuming the government of 
the Carnatic arrived at Madras,1 the Nabob Omdut ul 
Ornrah was labouring under an illness which ho was not 
expected to survive. In these circumstances, the Governor 
forbore to agitate his mind with the communication of in
telligence, which he was expected to receive with agony.
On an occasion, when the whole family would naturally 
wish to be assembled, the younger son of the Nabob arrived 
from Tricliinopoly with his attendants, who arc not de
scribed as being either more numerous or better armed, 
than those who usually escorted a person of similar con
dition, Upon a report to the Governor, that some of these 
attendants had been, or had been proposed to be, admitted 
into the palace of the dying Nabob, the Governor imme
diately concluded, that this was for some evil purpose 
unknown, and resolved to anticipate tho effects, by taking 
possession of the palace immediately with an English 
force. Communication was made to the Nabob, with all 
the delicacy of which the circumstances admitted, preven
tion of confusion at his death being the motive assigned ; 
aud the troops took a position commanding all the en
trances into the palace, without resistance or commotion.
1’he commanding officer was directed “ to exert his vigi- 
tauce in a particular manner, to prevent the removal of 
treasure from the palace, sufficient grounds of belief exist
ing that a considerable treasure, a large sum of money, had 
been accumulated by their Highnesses, the late and 
pi'esont Nabob.” 2 The English, even yet, were but iil 
cured of their old delusion, that every Indian prince was 
cuormouslj rich. Of this supposed treasure we perceive 
not another trace.

' JlMpntchcs, 525, 533.
...■‘ ouch ore the words of the Governor of Fort St. George, in a letter to Lonl 
' ehesley, 7th of July, 1801; papers, ut supra, p. G5.
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Ou the 15th of July, 1801, the Nabob Omdut nl Omrah 
CHAr. x. died. Immediately a commission was given to the two
—--------gentlemen, Webbe and Close, to state to the family the

1801. crimes which were charged upon the two Nabobs deceased, 
and to demand, with information that a due provision 
would be mado for their support, that their consent 
should be given to the .destined transfer of the Carnatic 
government.

The business was urgent; and, without permittiug the 
lapse of even the day on which the sovereign had expired, 
the gentlemen repaired to the palace. They were met by 
some of the principal persons in the service of the late 
Nabob. They first requested to know if any particular 
arrangement had been traced by Omdut ul Omrah. Hav
ing been informed that a will existed, they desired that 
it might bo produced. Being informed that, without the 
violation of all decorum, the son and heir of the deceased 
could not be called upon to attend to ordinary business, 
beforo the ceremonies due to his royal father were per
formed, they replied that on ordinary occasions it was the 
principle of the English to respect the feelings of indi
viduals, but, where this respect interfered with the busi
ness of a great government, the less must, in propriety, 
yield to the greater interest. The personages, who received 
their commands, retired to deliberate; and had not long 
returned with a declaration of submission, when the young 
Nabob was introduced, bearing the will of his father in 
his hand. The will directed, tiiat Ali Hoosun, his eldest 
son, should succeed to all his rights, all his possessions, 
and l: the sovereignty of the Carnatic: ” and that the 
Khans, Mohammed Nejeeb, Salar Jilng, and Tuckia AH, 
the individuals now present, should he regents, to assist 
the young Nawab iu the affairs of government, till his 
arrival at competent maturity of years.

The Nabob retired, and the commissioners desired, 
that the rest of the conversation should be private, be
tween the regents and themselves. The protended dis
coveries were described. The following passage, in the 
report of the commissioners, is memorable: Nejeeb
Khan expressed his suipriso at this communication ; Pr0" 
fessod his entire ignorance of the subject; aud pretested 
that it was impossible for tho Nabob Omdut ill Omrah to



ckenshtlie intentions imputed to his Highness. Some of BOOK vT. 
the principal documents having been produced, Nejeeb chap. x.
Khan asserted, that they contained none but expressions ---- ■ 1
of civility and compliment; that the Marquis Cornwallis 1801- 
had repeatedly enjoined tho Nabobs, Mohammed Ah, and 
Omdut ul Omrah, to cultivate a friendly intercourse with 
Tippoo Sultaun ; that the whole tendency of tho corre
spondence produced was directed to that object, in con
formity to tho injunctions of Lord Cornwallis; and that 
the Nabob Omdut ul Omrah had recently addressed him
self to Lord Cornwallis on tho subject of these communi
cations. The particular warmth of the expressions used 
by Omdut. ul Omrah, in his letter addressed to Gholam 
Ali Khan on the 14th Mohurmra, 1209, having been 
pointed out to Nejeeb Khan—he observed that it was 
nothing more than an expression of civility, which might 
have been used on any ordinary occasion. On tho cipher, 
of which a proposal appeared to have been made to the 
Sultan, and which proposal he entirely disregarded, the 
Khan observed, “ that the moonsheo of the Nabob was 
present, and could be examined with respect to the au
thenticity of the hand-writing, that the cipher might have 
been conveyed into the archives of Tippoo Sultaun by tho 
enemies of Omdut ul O m r a h a n d  concluded by a 
niost important request, that the family should be fur
bished with tho evidence, stated to exist, of the supposed 
criminal intercourse, and have an opportunity of offering 
such explanations as they might be able to give, and of 
presenting such counter-proofs as they might have to fur
bish ; when, said he, “ the proofs being compared, the 
Company might form a complete judgment.”

A more moderate proposition, on such an occasion, was 
certainly never advanced. lie did not so much as appeal 
from the judgment of an opposite party ; he only' requested 
that party to look first at both sides of tho question.  ̂ If 
tho object bad been to explore the truth of the accusation, 
it Would have been easy to secure ttic papers of tho late 
Nabob, in which, if no marks of a criminal correspondence 
existed, it would not be very probable that it lmd ever 
taken place.

“ This discourse,” say the commissioner's, “ being appa
rently intended to confound the object of our deputa-

1( 1)1 l£T
X vs^S jm icnssioK S  w ith  his successor. ■ M lJ



ROOK VI. tiou,” — yes, that object, to be sure, was a very different 
r i iA f fx . thing — “ w e  stated to the two Khans, that the British
------ -—- government, being satisfied of the sufficiency of its proofs,

1801. had no intention of constituting itself a judge of the con
duct of its ally.” There is here oue of the most astonish
ing instances, which the annals of the human mind can 
exhibit, of that blindness, which the selfish affections 
have a tendency to produce, when, unhappily, power is 
possessed, and all prospect both of shame and of punish
ment is removed. The British government had taken 
evidence upon the conduct of its ally, had pronounced a 
sentence of condemnation, and was proceeding, with im
petuosity, to carry its decision into execution, yet it would 
not “constitute itself a judge of the conduct of its 
ally !” As if one was not a judge, so long as one abstained 
from hearing both sides of the question ; as if, to all 
intents and purposes, saving only those of justice, it was 
not easy to be a judge upon very different terms !

The whole of the conference of this day, it appears, was 
spent, on the part of the Khans, in “asserting their dis
belief of the hostile intercourse with Tippoo ; and in
sisting on the reasonableness of their entering into the 
defence of Omdut ul Omrah’s conduct in regard to the 
several points in which he was accused. When the day 
was far advanced, they were permitted, on their earnest 
request, to retire for the purpose of making the necessary 
preparations for the funeral of the deceased Nabob, and a 
second interview was appointed for the evening of the 
following day.

At this meeting, the evils of a divided government, the 
abuses which prevailed, and all the other arguments, which 
had been so often urged to prevail upon the Nabobs to re
sign their authority, were stated to the regents ; they were 
assured that no remedy would suffiefi, except the revolu
tion proposed; and they were asked, whether they were 
prepared to enter into an amicable negotiation for that 
purpose. They remarked, that, “ if the entire govern
ment of the Carnatic should be transferred to the hands 
of the Company, the station of Nabob of the Carnatic 
would be annihilated.” The answer of the commissioners 
is memorable. I t seems to prove, that the linglish W 
India have so long, and successfully, made use of fiction,
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«5®t®Sj^take their own fictions for realities. The com- BOOK YI. 
missioners had the confidence to tell the regents, “ that c h a p . x .
the rank and dignity of the Nabob of the Carnatic ---------*
could not be injured,” by actual dethronement. Nay, 18()1' 
what is more, they state in their report, that the argument 
which they made use of to prove it, for they did not leave 
it without an argument, “was admitted by the Khans to 
ue conclusive.” The Khans, notwithstanding, declined 
any answer, on a proposition of so much importance, till 
they got the benefit of consultation with the different 
heads of the family ; and they were allowed till the next 
day to prepare for a final declaration.

On this occasion, they began by representing, that the 
whole family, and the ministers of the late Nabob, having, 
heen assembled to deliberate, had come to certain conclu
sions. All these pei’sons were convinced, that the British 
government would not insist upon the utmost severity of 
fhe terms which had been recently announced ; and they 
had ventured to propose a different plan, by which, in 
their opinion, the security, which was the professed aim of 
the Company, would be completely attained. Their pro
position was, to give up the reserved sovereignty over the 

clygars, and the right of collecting the revenues in the 
assigned districts, and along with this to make some 
jitter regulations in regard to the debts. The commis

sioners repeated that “ the proposition for vesting exclu- 
SHelv in the hands of the Company the entire adminis- 
ration of the civil and military government of the Car- 

natie, contained the basis on which alone the proposed 
arrangement could be founded.” After strong expostula
tion, on both sides, the Khans declared, “ that they were 
Prepared to give a decided answer ; and that the propo
sitions which they had offered, and of which they deli
vered a written statement, contained finally, and unequi- 
Vocally, the terms on which they could accede to an ar
rangement of the affairs of the (lambic by negotiation.”

'■file commissioners resolved '.o accept of an ultimate 
refusal from no lips hut those of the Nabob himself.
Upon their request that he should be introduced, the 
Khans manifested considerable surprise ; and expostu
lated against the proposition, on the ground both of 
decorum, from the recency of his fathers death, and the

(i(W)i) ' (CT
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BOOK j T  immaturity of his judgment at eighteen years of age, 
c h a p . x. “ I t was not,” say the commissioners, “ without a very
---------- long and tedious conversation, that we obtaiued from the

1801. Khans the appointment of a time for our receiving, from 
the reputed son of Omdut ul Omrah, his own deter
mination on the proposition communicated to the two 
Khans.”

On the second day, which was the 19th of July, the 
projected interview took place. The proposition was re
stated, to which the acquiescence of the young prince was 
required ; and the consequences held up to his view; the 
title of Nabob, with the dignity and emoluments of tho 
head of the family, if he complied ; the loss of all these 
advantages, if he refused. “ He replied, the Khans being 
present, that he considered them to have been appointed 
by his father for the purpose of assisting him ; and that- 
the object of his own councils was not separate from that 
of the Khans.” He was then given to understand that 
Lord Clive, the Governor, required an interview with him. 
To this proposition also, tho Kliaus manifested reluctance, 
but they were immediately informed that it was altogether 
useless. During a short absence of the Khans, for the 
purpose of preparing tho equipage of the prince, “ the 
young man,” say tho commissioners, “ with much apparent 
anxiety in his manner, whispered in a low tone of voice, 
that bo bad been deceived by the two Khans. Ali 
Hussain, accordingly, proceeded, without further commu
nication with the two Khans, to the tent of tho officer 
commanding the troops at Chepauk, at which place w° 
had the honour of a personal interview with your Lord- 
ship.” The attendants of the Prince, including even tho 
regents, we 1 to withdraw. At this meeting, #
appears that the prince was even forward to declare Ids 
disapprobation of the refusal given by the Khans to the 
proposition of his Lordship ; and “ proposed that a treaty 
should ho prepared, upon the basis of vesting the entire 
civil and military government of the Carnatic in the hands 
of the Company; and stated, that he w-ould bo ready to 
execute the instrument, with, or without the consent of 
tin: Khans, at another separate conference, which was 
appe uted, forthe next day, within the lines of the British 
troops.”
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A t i f a a t  interview, howover, Ali .Hussain withdrew his BOOK V I. 
acquiescence 0f the former day, which he described as chat. x.
the sudden and inconsiderate suggestion of the moment. ----------
Ho was again conveyed to a tent, to meet with Lord Clive, LSOO. 
apart from his attendants and advisers. Being informed 

)at his sentiments of yesterday were understood to be 
stall his real sentiments ; that his altered declaration 
P^ght he tho offspring of fear ; that he was at present, 

owever, within the British lines ; and, if it was necessary 
should reeoive tho effectual protection of the British 
Power; he said that he acted under no constraint, and 
that the detoi’inination he had now expressed was that of 
his own deliberate, clear, and unalterable judgment. “ I t  
Was then explained to him,” say the Commissioners, 

that no pains had been omitted, which could warn him 
°f tho consequences he was about to incur ; that the 
duties of humanity towards him, and the duties of atten
tion to the national character of the British government, 
had been satisfied ; that he had himself determined tho 
situation in which he would hereafter be placed ; and that 
your Lordship, with concern for himself individually, now 
apprized him that his future situation would be that of 
a private person, hostile to the British interests, and do- 
^ p d eu t on the bounty of tho Gompany.—This declaration

1 Hussain received with a degree of composure and 
confidence, which denoted that he acted from no impres- 
S1°n of fear . a gjjjqg 0f complacency which appe :ved 
on his countenance, throughout this discussion, denoted 
an internal satisfaction at the line of conduct he was pur- 
sniug. Being asked if he wished to make any farther 
observation, he said that ho did not ; and being also asked 
^nether he had any objection to the introduction of the 

} the tent, . he had none ; which being
“Ccordingly done, he was directed by your Lordship to 
leave the tout.” -

The British rulers had all along reserved to themselves 
aP expedient against Ali Hussain, to wit, chicanery about 
hi - birth, and had regularly denominated him the reputed 
son of Omdut ul Omrah; though all that is stated is,
Ibat his mother, which, according to the Mussulman law,
^  a matter of indifference, was not tho principal among
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TOmen in the zenana and though, at last, Z M ,  rher 
ciflcS^precluded themselves from this pretence, by choosing him
---------- as the man with whom, in preference to all the rest of his

1801. family, they wished to negotiate, and at whose hands to 
accept the grant of the sovereignty.

.Negotiation being in this manner closed on the part of 
Ali Hussain, the son of Omdut ul Omrah, the English 
rulers directed their attention to Azeem ud Dowlah, a son 
of Ameer ul Omrah, who, since the death of his father, 
had been kept in a state of great seclusion and indigence. 
To make known the intention of dealing with him as 
successor to the Nabob might shorten his days. But the 
English soon found an occasion of delivering themselves 
from this difficulty. The family resolved to place the 
son of Omdut ul Omrah on the musnud, to which they 
held him equally entitled by his birth, and by the will of 
his deceased father. Tiro English held it necessary to 
prevent that ceremony; for which purpose the troops 
already commanding the entrance took possession of the 
palace, and placed a guard of honour about Azeem ud 
Dowlah. He was not long kept ignorant of what was to 
he done with him. The forfeiture of the government by 
Omdut ul Omrah, and that satisfaction and security,” 
as they expressed it, which the English rulers “ deemed 
to be necessary to the preservation of their interests in 
the Carnatic,” were explained to him ; and he was asked 
whether, if acknowledged as the head and representative 
of the family, these were terms to which he would sub
mit. He made as little difficulty in expressing his com
pliance as the circumstances in which he was placed gave 
reason to expect.2 A reflection, however, suggests itself, 
which, at the time, the English rulers were probably too 
full of their object to make. If Azeem ud Dowlah had 
to the inheritance of the family any title whatsoever 
beside the arbitrary will of the English -rulers, his title 
stood exempt from that plea of forfeiture on which the

1 T.nrd Momington writes. “ It i. certain that the mother of the young bio*} 
wr.s ,ow origin, and that she was neve • married to the Nabob.’’ This woo'a 
affect his pretensions, according to the Mussulman law. Despatches, 
249.—W.

- The report from which the n’xive particulars and quotations are taken, ** 
in the volume of papers (p. 8—25), ordered by the House of Common i to  L'0 
print-: l, 21 t und 23rd of June, 1801.
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®^&t£o>gf dethronement was set up. I t  was not so BOOK VI.
11111 eh as pretended that his father, Ameer ul Omrah, had cilAP- x- 
any share in the protended criminal correspondence of the 
late and preceding Nabob ; and to punish a man for the 
sins of his grandfather, however it may be reeoncileable 
^'ith somo systems of law, will not be denied, it is pre
sumed to be utterly irreconcileablo with the essential 
Principles of justice. Besides, though in a certain sense 
pf the word, a prince may forfeit his crown to his subjects, 
it Was not in the relation of subject and prince, that the 
British Company and the Nabob of Arcot stood ; and in 
What sense it can be said that one prince forfeits his 
crown to another, it would not be easy to explain.

A treaty was immediately drawn up and signed, accord
ing to which all the powers of government were delivered 
over in perpetuity to the English, and totally and for ever 
renounced by the Nabob. Yet such is the memorable 
harmony between the language which the English rulers 
desired to employ, and the actions they performed, that 
the first article of the treaty stands in the following 
words: “ The Nabob Azeem ud Dowlah Behauder is hereby 
formally established in the state and rank, with the dig
nities dependent thereon, of his ancestors, heretofore 
Nabobs of the Carnatic ; and the possession thereof is 
hc. oby guaranteed by the Honourable East India Com- 
1-any to his said Highness, Azeem ud Dowlah Behauder, 
who has accordingly succeeded to the Subahdarry of the 
territories of Arcot.”

As a provision for the new Nabob, including the main
tenance of the femalo establishment, or Mhal, of his 
father, one-fifth part of the net revenues of the Carnatic 
Wore pledged. The Company engaged to make a suitable 
Maintenance for the rest of the family, and took upon 
'-tself the whole of the debts of the preceding Nabobs.'

Against this revolution, there was transmitted to the 
home authorities a remonstrance in the name of the 
Agents. A letter, as from the rejected Nabob, setting 
forth, iu vehement and pathetic language, the proceedings 
which had taken place, and the cruel effects, as regarded 
himself with which they were attended, was transmitted 
to two gentlemen in England, of the names of IM l and 

i See the Treaty and Papers, ut supra, i. 74.
VOL. VI. R
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ihnstone, who acted there as agents of the deceased
ibob. Tire rest of the family continued to vent the"-

—  ----- - indignation, in acts of disrepect to the new Nabob, and in
18rtl. such other demonsti'ations as they dared to risk. Tho

displays of their dissatisfaction were sufficiently active 
and manifest to give not only displeasure, but some degree 
of disturbance to the government. In due time the ap
probation of the Honourable the Court of Directors, fl 
favour as often as acquisitions were made, not often denied, 
arrived in proper form. “ We have been induced,” said 
the Secret Committee, “to postpone expressing our opinio" 
on the late important transactions in the Carnatic, fro"1 
a desire to be previously furnished with every information 
which could bear in any material degree upon the ques
tion ; and we have accordingly waited with impatience 
for a review of the circumstances which led to the late 
arrangement in the Carnatic, which the Governor-General, 
in his letter of the 28th of September, 1801, to the Secret 
Committee, acquainted us he was then preparing, and 
which he proposed to forward by the Mornington packet. 
The Mornington packet arrived, and the promised review 
was not received. I t was never sent. The Directors 
accordingly were compelled to approve without it. “ 
do not,” they say, “ feel ourselves called upon to enter 
into a detail of the circumstances connected with this 
case ; or to state at length the reasoning upon those cir
cumstances which has led to the conclusion we have corno 
to, after the fullest and most deliberate consideration- 
I t  is enough to state to you, that we are fully prepared 
upon the facts, as at present before us, to approve and 
confirm the treaty in question ; and we are of opinion, 
that, acting under the instructions of the Governor- 
General, you stand fully justified, upon the evidence, 
written as well as oral, on which you procoed, in deeming 
the rights of tbo family of Mohammed Ali, as existing 
under former treaties, to liavo beau wholly forfeited by 
the systematic perfidy and treachery of the late Nabobs 
of the Carnatic, Waliajah and Omdut ul Omrah, in breach 
of their solemn treaties with the Company. The claiins 
of the family having been thus fo, i'eited, and right having 
accrued to the Company of making provision, at their 
discretion, for the future safety of the Carnatic, we are
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^ ^ r c f o p i n i o n  that the nature of the security which B00K VI- 
“as been provided by the treaty, for the defence and CI,Ar- x- 
Preservation of our interests in that quarter, is of a satis- 
aC oi7  description.” 1

One expression alone, in this quotation, appears, on the 
P esent occasion, to require any comment. The Directors 

that the Nabob Mohammed Ali forfeited the rights 
j, "eh he enjoyed “ under treaties with the Company.” 

ut surely his right to the throne of the Carnatic was 
lljt created by any treaty with the Company. I t  had for 
? otlg series of yeais been acknowledged, and proclaimed 

y the English, as resting on a very different foundation.
■“■t the commencement of their political and military 
hperations in the Carnatic, the right of Mohammed Ali 
jy inheritance, to the mnsnud of his ancestors, was the 

fefaud plea which they made use of against the French;
“lld a 2eai for the rights of the lawful prince, was one of 
, be colours with which they were most anxious to adorn 
V?eir conduct. If, by the violation of a treaty, an here- 
| Ua«7 sovereign incurs the forfeiture of his sovereignty, 

would the case stand, not to speak of other sovereigns, 
jj. h the East India Company 1 At a previous epoch, the 

'Sectors themselves had vehemently declared, that the 
t, eaty was violated ; namely, by the assignments which

0 Nabob had granted on the districts set apart for 
^'-UriDg fljg subsidy. All the rights, therefore, which a 
R a t io n  of the treaty could forfeit, were of course for-

d on that occasion. Yet the Directors by no means 
g tended  that they had a right to dethrone tho Nabob 

' t h a t  occasion.2
■ the letter of Ali Hussain to the agents of the family

1 England, “ Being informed,” ho says, “ on the 29th, that 
Phblio notification0had been made through the different 
“lreots of Madras that the Ameer’s son would be placed

the rnusnud on the 31st instant, under the influence 
1 government I immediately addressed the Governor 

, ‘lh the advice of the regents, on the suggested measure, 
ar‘d proposed to accept the terms which had been at first 

bored ; a measure which my mind revolted at, but which
s„’ D r i t  from the Secret Committee of t ie  Court of Directors, dated 29th of 

| t> rn mh,’r. 18M, to tho Governor In Council of to rt St. tmorge; papers, o';

^ ‘U fp ra .  ’

( ( § ) ;  (fiT
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Xf&Kgigy^Weiued to be.demanded by the trying exigencieb-'W"**1* 
\3tetiwgitrinorneut: and I felt confidence within myself, that, if my

■— -----  offer had been accepted, the liberality of the British
1801. nation would have never held me bound by conditions

which had been so compulsorily imposed on m o; or would 
have ameliorated a situation, that had been produced by 
means, which neither honour nor justice could bear to 
contemplate. My address was wholly and totally dis
regarded” 1

Of this offer no mention whatsoever appears in the 
correspondence of the Company’s servants with their 
employers.

On the 6th of April, 1602, the deposed Nawab died. 
He was residing in the apartment of the Sultana N i« a 
Begum, his paternal aunt, when the malady, supposed a 
dysentery, began; and, in display of the resentments of 
the family, his situation was concealed from the English 
government, and the medical assistance of the English 
refused, till the caso was desperate. Nearly at the same 
time, died Ameer Sing, the deposed Rajah of Tanjorev 

Pondicherry having been restored to the French, agree
ably to the treaty of Amiens, Bonaparte alarmed the 
English by sending out a great list of military officers ; 
seven generals, and a proportional number in the inferio'- 
ranks, with 1400 regular troops, and 100,00011. in specie- 
The speedy renewal of the war gave them relief from 
tbeir fears. Possession of Pondicherry was resumed by 
the English in 1803 ; but the French Admiral, Linos, 
had intelligence sufficiently prompt, to enable him t 1’ 
escapo with the fleet.3

Several occurrences of interest took place in this and the 
immediately subsequent period of the administration 
of the Marquess Wellesley, which as they are not 
adverted to in the pages of the original, i t  will be 
convenient to notice in this place.

Duhing the year 1800, the Isle of France had been tlm 
resort of a number of armed vessels, which with singula1

'  P»l>! r», ot surra, ordered to bo printed 21st and 23rd of Jane, 1602.2 Papi rs, ut ■M-JT.I, i. 9S, 9(3, 145, 146.
J r a j , rs . ilered to be printed in ISOO, No. 25, p. 192.
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V ^  BRiTJSH TROOPS AT TRISTCOMALEE.

' ■ boldness carried on a predatory warfare against BOOK VI.
, commerce in the Indian Ocean. The protection ciiaf. x.

‘ , ortled by the presence of his Majesty’s ships of war was —-------
^  comparatively little avail against the sudden and rapid 1801- 

j d  r . I0ns of the French privateers; and grievous injury 
a-> inflicted upon the country trade, and even upon that 

t c "een England and India.' I t  was computed that bo- 
I, ’ ~eu the commencement of the war and the end of 1800,
■p10 nav*l force of the French islands had carried into 

°rt Louis, British property to the amount of above two 
■ i 10as sterling. That such a source of annoyance and 
CjUI’y, such a rallying point for any armament which 

rwght be equipjped from France against tho British pos
sessions in India, should be suffered to exist, was as dis
creditable to the national reputation, as it wifi destructive 

the mercantile interests of British subjects, and incom
patible with the safety of the Indian territories of Great 
Britain. It was not to be expected, therefore, thal^ a 
*ovornoi--Gencral of the energetic character of Lord Mor- 

chiigtou would fail to attempt the extinction of the 
w d by the subjugation of the islands of Mauritius and 
Bourbon.
tl Aol 01'<:liEsl-7> ‘n +,*le latter months of 1800, as soon ns 
-‘0. affaire of Mysore wore settled, throe of his Majesty's 
eeHnonts. with 1000 Bengal volunteers, and details of 
‘.a ,p ? *n^ European artillery, were ordered to assemble 

1 incornalee, on tho Island of Coylon, under the cuin- 
^and of Oolonel Wellesley, to bo employed towards the 

- so of December in an expedition against tho Tsi. of 
*anci , ii the accounts from Europe and from Egypt were 

0 a mature to leave the Governor-General at liberty to 
tudee tho attempt.2 At tho same time, the plan of tho 
^ e d it io n  was communicated to Admiral Rainier, who 
Commanded the British squadron in the Indian Ocean, 
and he was earnestly requested to proceed to Trincomaleo 
40 meet the force and transports assembled there, and 

hi the atilick upon the Isle of France, the

, , 'T lio  Kent Inclinman »•*, orworoa »>y a French privateer off tlio Sand 
"•M s, on the 7th of October, tutor an action of on hour ancl three-quarters.
K1’® 'V.is carried be hoarding, and the passengera and crew v ere treated after 

Capture with brutal barbarity. Despatch
t * better to the Hon, Col. Wellesley, -5th Kor. 1800. Despatches, ii. 413, 

also Wellington Despatches, i. 24, 31.



Bools VI. successful result of which admitted of nc*r«cwmtbw 
oh-a ' doubt, from- the feeble means of resistance which the 
— ——  colony possessed.1

1?(U' The attempt upon the Isle of France was retarded, 
however, by the extraordinary scruples of the British 
Admiral, who withheld his concurrence in the proposed 
expedition, chiefly because, in his opinion, no such enter
prise could with propriety be undertaken, unless by the 
express command of the king, signified in the usual 
official form to the British government of India, and to 
the commanders of his .Majesty’s sea and land forces. It 
is difficult'to believe how such a plea could have satisfied 
the understanding of a British officer, or that a mere 
defect of form should have imposed upon the Admiral the 
duty of frustrating or impairing the use of such means as 
the government of India might possess, for the seasonable 
annoyance of the enemy, instead of zealously seizing the 
opportunity to direct against them such additional and 
powerful resources. The principles urged by Lord Welles
ley in reply to the Admiral’s objections,1 received tlio 
JulkA confirmation from the home authorities ; and Lord 
U absi'i expressly *M ea  ifa ti it ia o iikc-  u te m st(mtiofiaBsS 

U yllGUid i'1.1 tiiitf lU th.4 (list?.lit
F lops  o f  t h e  B r i t is h  gpipif-g t h e  e x is te n c e  o f w a n
t h e  w a n t  o r  t l „  r e g u la r  a u th o r i t y  s h o u ld  n o t  p r e c lu d e  a n
atbcili upon tip- enemy in any oawt that may appear cal
culated to promote the public interests.3 Full credit is 
given to Admiral Rainier i or having acted under a souse 
of public duty, but it is impossible to avoid suspecting 
that lie was influenced, however unconsciously, l>y a jealous 
tenaciousness of authority which disdained receiving or
ders from an East India Company's Governor, a feeling 
which has on various occasions been manifested by thoso 
intrusted in India with high naval commands, to tlio 
serious detriment of the public cause. On the present 
occasion, its effects were most mischievous, for the pri
vateers of the Isle of France continued, during several 
subsequent years after the renewal of the war, to harass

' t.c-ncr to Admiral Rainier, 22nd Oct. 1800. Despatches, ii. 399. s c c ol»P 
Dettcr to Me G. Vounge and Sir Huger Curtis, Ibid.

~ Despatches, Appendix, 753, 755.
3 1 .-otter from Lord Hobart to the Marquess Wellesley, JSth Sint. 1802. 

Despatches, 700. v
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with impunity the commercial navigation of BOOK VI. 
^ —Eastern seas. When the reluctance of Admiral chai>. x.

ainier was found insuperable, the Governor-General re- ---------
ve“ f° resume a design which had been suspended for 180'• 

a season, and send the troops collected at Ceylon against 
a avia.1 Before this project could be realized, instruc- 

[|.°ns 'rere received from England to undertake an expe- 
1 jon m a different direction, and to send a force from 

,.n< ia Egypt, to assist in the expulsion of the French 
! 0111 that country.2 The instructions had been in some 
' egree anticipated, and the destination of the troops 
Wsembled at Trincomalee was dependent upon the nature 
c'f the advices which should bo received from England,3 
and which it was thought probable would direct the 
nquipiaent of an armament for the Eed Sea. The force 
nsseinbled in Ceylon was therefore despatched to Bombay,
J-° be joined there by 1600 native infantry, which had 
bc°u held in readiness for foreign service.4 The force was 
placed under the command of Major-General Baird, who 
'At Bengal on the 14th February ; and after touching at 
•y Ion proceeded to Bombay, where ho arrived on the 31st 

•■h-v), '
 ̂ TitO fiHvvs eoiii eieil for lito Kgypiiswi exj'edition were 
m u tr iio ii  na faat rh transports oouid be provided for them,

8111 in  su c c e ss iv e  d e ta c h m e n ts  sa iled  to  M o ch a  a s  t h e  l ir s t
,. ’ cudczvoud. They bad be mi yi cocded in
-ember by Rear-Admiral Blankett, with a squadron of the 
tQ "d'any s cruisers, and a small body of troops, intended 

uyt  as an advance-guard to the expedition, and prepare 
0 way for its reception. Letters were also addressed 

'1 the Governor-General to all the principal Arab chiefs 
°n *he coast of the Red Sea, to con iliatc their good offices 
a,1d secure their assistance.3

After touching at Mocha, General Baird proceeded to 
“‘dda, where he arrived on tl 18th of May, and was 
Joined by Sir Home Pophain, who had been sent out from

a eliingtne Despatches, 155.
O 'Ucr front the ltight l! m. II- Duil'las 10 tlio Murom . Welle i.’y, Glh 
\ A  1S03. Despatches, 11. « « . The measure had teen suggested by Lord 
1,1 lle*l>-y lunjj before. Letter to the Right lion. H. Dowlas, lu h  Mat, 1799.

fe tc h e s , i. 587.
4 from Marquess Wellesley to Major-General Baird, loth Feb. 1801, 

lies pa tehee, il. 440, 3 Ibid. U. 471.

l* V ^  /  IJ- EXPEDITION TO EGYPT. V x l ;



\ • \ W ^ S . y i. England to take the command of the naval par^kf Ihe 
/expedition. There also he received intelligonce"-&r%nf 

action which had taken place between the French army 
T'°L and thy British forces on the 21st March, the defeat of 

the former," and death of Sir Ralph Abercrombie. Pro
ceeding to Koseir, General Baird arrived there on the 8th 
June, and having concentrated his troops, commenced his 
march towards the Nile. The passage of the desert, 
although impeded by a variety of vexatious embarrass
ments and delays, was effected without any serious loss, 
and the troops performed the rest of their route down 
the Nile in boats.

By the 27th of August, the whole of General Baird’s 
force, amounting to 7000 men, was assembled in the Islo 
of Rhouda. Thence they marched to Rosetta, with the 
hope of contributing to the capture of Alexandria, but 
were there met by intelligence that the French were in 
treaty for surrender; and with this event terminated hos
tilities in Egypt.

After the cessation of active operations, the two armies 
from Iridic and England were united under the command 
of Lord Cavan, and the Sepoys were to be marched to 
Alexandria to form part of the garrison. The blending 
of two bodies, differing in many respects as to their pay 
and organization, was ill-calculated to give satisfaction to 
cither, and the detention of the native troops to perform 
the duties of garrisons would have been a breach of the 
implied obligation under which they had consented to 
engage in foreign service. These objectionable projects 
wore, however, obviated by the intelligence that prelimi
naries of peace had been signed; and by the end of Aped 
orders were received for the return of the native troop”, 
and a portion of the European to India. They were eni- 
barked at Suez, in the beginning of June, 1802, :'M' 
arrived at the Presidencies to which they severally bf" 
longed in the course of the two following months.1 This 
demonstration of the power of the British empire, whm* 
thus brought together numerous and effective arm amen - 
h'>'!u the \Vest and from the East, to fight the baud 0 
England, upon tho Banks of the Nile, was calculated 0

i s - t h e  I1"  n i \ - )T>'atcht'8 of ’•'•iil W ellesley and the  D uke of W w ir 
■ u* S!r 1«  “1 B aird  for t h -  >0 and o th er d e ta il..
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renown, and confirm her moral, as well as BOOK. VI. 
l'«piay'lier political strength. The demonstration was ciiai\  x .
M°t needed ; there was already, as the event proved, a --------- -
sufficient force to overpower the roliques of the French 1801. 
ju'tuy, and it would have been economy both of blood and 
treasure, to have adhered to the Governor-General's 
original design, and been contented with the less splendid 
Xlt more serviceable conquest of the Isle of France.

Before the return of the troops from the Egyptian ex
pedition, Lord Wellesley had tendered to the Court of 
Birectors his resignation of the government of India. On 
no 1st of January, 1802, he conve}’ed to the Court his
'SB to be relieved before the end of the current year.

In his despatch to the Court, he assigned no other causes 
tor that step than the successful accomplishment of the 
most essential branches of his general plan for the se
curity of India; the prosperity of the existing state of 
flairs, and his expectation of completing in the course of 
he year ag great a proportion of improvement in the 
rtiUrs of India, as ho could hope to accomplish within 

“uy period of time, to which his government could be 
easonably protracted.1 In a letter addressed to Mr.

Kington, the Secretary of State,5 his Lordship is more 
^ Pheit: his continuance in India, ho states, is precluded 
y Powerful causes, and his administration is brought to 

j^hmuature conclusion by the authority most interested 
^ extension ; that is, by the Court of Directors, whom 

in r . ges with haring manifested a want of confidence 
1 J.lln> with having interfered in  details of local adminis- 
, J 1® , usuahy left to local authority, and with having 
f „ their sanction or expressed their disapprobation 
t Arrangements which he had adopted, upon a convic- 
I ° f  their expedience or necessity. He then specifies 
i le Particular cases included under these three general 

i u°ads.
Without following tho Governor-General through all the 

| U'°umrtunces which he details, it will be easy to select 
.Htch as will prove that his accusations were not unfounded 

j ^  that the Court of Directors had adopted towards him,

( 3 }••«« to the Court of Directors, 1st Jan. 1803. Despatches, ii. G16.
N t  h !lcr 1(1 the liie'ht lion. U. Addington, Cawnporo, 10th Jail. 1902. Dos- 

!<,s> 1U. Introduction, p. tv.



\._\£<§|jSS ’̂ .■Opinions and feelings, with the influence of wTi»!f hj8 
X ^cuifeW continuance in his situation was wholly incompaul ift.

They had learned to look upon him with distrust and 
1'sr'-- fear, on various grounds, some of which were not wholly 

untenable, but of which others were inconsistent with 
the extension of the British power in India, and the more 
decidedly political nature of the position in which the 
Company had been placed by the results of the war with 
Tippoo Sultan. Unquestionably the accession of territory 
acquired by that war; the more complex relations iJ1 
which it had involved the British government with the 
neighbouring states ; and the continuance of hostilities 
in Europe, fully justified Lord Wellesley in making al1 
addition to the strength of the Company’s army. Th® 
Court of Directors, influenced by considerations of ecoB" 
only, which, to say the least of it, were ill-timed, disaP' 
proved of the augmentation, and peremptorily ordered a 
reduction to be made. To have obeyed these order3* 
would not only have incapacitated the government fro>*' 
co-operating in the Egyptian campaign, but would hai® 
exposed the newly-acquired provinces to be the prey 0 
rebellion or invasion. Lord Wellesley was therefore com- 
polled to suspend obedience to tho orders of the Court* 
and they never were obeyed. The Mahratta war, wbi®b 
piescntlj followed, was an unanswerable argument aged1-' 
any diminution of the military strength of British S °  

vemment.
Some of the proceedings of the Court regarded tb® 

abolition of various salaries and allowances which ^  

Governor-General had sanctioned or granted: this g » * e  

him deep offence, and lie resents it in strong terms. “ * 
cannot bo denied,” he observes, “ that the Court, by v C . 

ducing the established allowances of Colonel Wellesley, l '11’ 
offered me the most direct, marked, and disgusting V ' ’ 1 ̂  

sonal indignity which could be devised. The effect 
this order must be to inculcate au opinion tha t I b”' 
suffered my brother to derive emoluments beyond f ‘j 
bruits of justice and propriety, and that I have exhib1 1 

an example of profusion and extravance in an 
g anted to my nearest connexion. I have already s*-£ j 

nit the ground of the order is as unjust and unwmra!)
1!> point of fact, as its operation is calculated t®
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wjuSioiM^and humiliating to my reputation and honour.” BOOK. VI,
. would appear that the Court had not sufficiently con- cha p . x .

sidered the nature of Colonel Wellesley’s political as well ---------■
as military functions in Mysore, or the unavoidable ex- 180-< 
Reuses of his situation; and it is undeniable, as Lord 
Wellesley urges, that if the Court conceived Colonel 
’ ellesley and the Governor-General capable of the con

duct which their orders insinuated, they should not have 
stopped short with such imputation, but should have 
‘amoved Colonel Wellesley from his command, and Lord 
' 1 ellesley from his government.

Besides objections to the amount of remuneration for 
Public services, the Court of Directors assumed a right to 
nominate individuals to offices of trust, and to displace 
those appointed by their Governors in India. Thus a 
Peremptory order directed Lord Wellesley to appoint a 
Particular person to be Acting President of the Board of 
trade, to the supersession of another individual, who had 
t'eeu placed in that office by the government; and at 
_adras the Court, in opposition to the opinions and wishes 

°f Bord Clivo, removed the chief secretary to the govern
ment and appointed another, displaced a member of the 
'°ard of Revenue, and directly nominated two members 
0 that Board, and granted one of the most important 

commercial residences on the Coast in reversion upon the 
lst vacancy. These measures undoubtedly constituted 

an. usurpation of patronage contrary to the letter and 
“P>rtt of the Act of Parliament of 1793, which, in vesting 

e privilege of nomination to all offices under Members 
0 Council in the local authorities, subject to the control 
m the Court of Directors and the Board of Commissioner's 

the affairs of India, did not intend to give to either of 
ue latter more than the power of checking any abuse of 
°°al patronage, and protecting the just rights of their 

servants in India: where these were flagrantly and .sys
tematically invaded, it was, no doubt, tlio duty of the autlio- 
‘‘ties in England to interfere, but it is obvious that if the 
interference is perpetually called for, the legitimate remedy 
t8 not an a. sumption of the patronage, but the removal of 

offender.
•k addition to the counteraction and mortification thus 

c°tnplaiued of, the Governor-General, at the time he wrote,

h S j1 vgt
TENDERS I-IIS RESIGNATION. I Kl l  J
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\  « sBOOK'<?'X anticipated exposure to still further oftenoe
menaced,” he observes, “ with angry orders of various

--------- descriptions, for the subversion of many of the most iw-
1802. portant acts and institutions of my administration, and for 

the entire change of its general tenor and spirit.” AI" 
though not mentioned, he especially alludes to two sets of 
measures in which he took an active interest, and in which 
he was most pointedly at variance with the Court of 
Directors—the establishment of the College of Fort Wil
liam; and the extended facilities afforded to private trade 
in Bengal.

I t has been already noticed, that in compliance with the 
requisition of the trading interests of England, a provision 
was introduced into the charter of 1793, by which 3000 
tons at least were to be annually allotted to private 
merchants. Two objects were proposed by this condition, 
which was considered to be consistent with the general 
principle of the Company’s monopoly. These were, First, 
the augmented export of British manufactures ; Secondly? 
the remittance direct to England of that portion of British 
capital which the Company’s investment could not take 
up, and which was therefore sent in articles of Indian 
export by foreign shipping, whenever British tonnage was 
deficient. The provision had failed in Loth respects. 
high rate of freight charged on the Company’s shipping’ 
and the delays and interruptions to which their vessels 
were subjected, wore justly complained of as deterring 
merchants and manufacturers from engaging extensively 
in the trade. In fact, however, there was no great doina|1( 
in India as that time for British goods; and the auaS'-u 
of export tonnage, even if the expense had boon roduertb 
would probably have been more than equal to the detank ■ 
The case was difii rent w ith Indian goods. There * 
lai-go capital in Lidia, in the fortunes of individuals, 1 
wanted employment, and there was a very extensive 
maud in Europe for a variety of articles besides th® 
which the Company reserved as objects of their cxoli1®1 
Lade consequently, the tonnage offered to private
= 1, !:’ ;r ' o; private, cx.luslve of privilege roods, shipped froo1. t*3 

rental between the passing of the Act of Parliament and 1801, 
ouneu. Tons, Tons Tony

17<>l~-, 2173 1798-7 41159’ 1798— 99 dC/J
A tth e l .  K. r ' -  ? 3707—8 3737 1799-1800 • '*  (c#*

tons °f 8hi®tas’ m n iainm

I
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if vSLT\ .  V ^prgOURAGEMENT OF PRIVATE TRADE. 7 \> |3  ,

Gliaata,|b^h0 Company, was -wholly insufficient for thoir BOOK VI, 
-unlsjbesides being ruinously costly and uncertain. So cn,\r. x.
strongly was this felt, that the Court of Directors, in M a y ,----------
-yp8, authorized the government of Bengal to take up I8CI2* 
ships, on the account of the Company, for the purpose of 
re-letting, on the same account, the tonnage to the mer
chants of Calcutta. Their plan, however, was objection
able on the same grounds as bofore, expense and delay; 
and, the principle having been admitted, the practice was 
modified by Lord Wellesley so far that the merchants and 
ship-owners were permitted to make their own arrange
ments for the extent and rate of the freight, and the 
despatch of the vessels, subject to such conditions as were 
thought necessary to protect the Company’s privilege.1 
the discretion thus exercised created exceeding alarm and 
anger at home. As the ships taken up were India-built, 
the ship-builders of the Port of London anticipated the 
destruction of their business, and the Court of Directors 
Proclaimed that the Company’s monopoly was subverted.
, he views of the Governor-General were advocated by a 
, . ron2 mercantile interest in England, and were upheld by 
t  lc President of the Board of Control, so that the disap
probation of the Court was not allowed to bo directly and 

mediately expressed.2 The Governor-General repeated 
. 0 same arrangement in 1800, and in his report of the 

^Ucuinstanoe to the Court, declared it to bo his decided 
db.u conscientious conviction that tbo permanent esta- 
J loin.>out of a systematic intercourse between the ports of 
ddia and that of London, regulated by principles similar 
0 those adopted by his government, had become indis

pensable to the united and inseparable interests of the 
Company and of the nation in Lidia. The liberal and un
answerable arguments by which this opinion was vindi- 
°atcd, were not calculated to render the measure accept
able to the narrow and selfish jealousy of the ship-owners 
°1’ of i he Court of Directors. That tho Governor-General’s

ii ' Advertisement of tUo Board of Trade, Calcutta, 5th Oct. 1703. Despatches 
••Append. 730.

, cotter from the Bight Hon. 11. P ira te  to the Committee of Ship Builders, 
turn, y- *<97, and to th e  Chairman of the lion. E.India Cumpam. 2ml.s n il ,Oin °i "eiht-i- 1 ■ istol ■ V. 117: tali. Letter tom the samo to Lord Mor- 
t) Son, lath March, 1739.. ibid. ii. 101, Letter to the Con ft, 30th Sept. lsid.

°°Patches, ii. 37c.

• GO f e \



\  %vVsxJ'iq̂ /£- / , Wk id'\%Jpi?A1Ampopularity with both at this early period of his admi- 
criAr. x. nistration must bo mainly referred to the encouragement
---------- which he thus afforded to the private trade of India can-

1802. not  p0 doubted, and was his own impression. “ I appre- 
hend,” he observes, “ that my conduct on the question of 
the private trade has been the main source of the viru
lence which has been betrayed by the Court on various 
other topics.” 1

The support given by Lord Wellesley to the trade from 
India to England in British-built ships, was the result of 
the calm and deliberate consideration of a measure con
cerning which he himself declares he felt no particulai 
solicitude. The same indifference did not attach to an 
institution of which he was the creator and fosterer the 
College of Fort William—and in respect to which he was 
fated to encounter the no less strenuous opposition of the 
Court of Directors. f

The alteration which had taken place in the situation o 
the Company in India, and their assumption of a politic® 
to the comparative extinction of a mercantile character 
had permanently changed the objects which their civil 
servants were appointed to accomplish, and the denomi
nations of writer, factor, and merchant, by which they 
were still distinguished, were utterly inapplicable to tue 
nature and extent of their duties and occupations. ^ ot 
only had they for the greater part ceased to have any co»' 
nexion with trade, but they were bound by oath to abstain 
from every commercial and mercantile pursuit, and it h® 
now become their task to maintaiu civil order through ®® 
extensive and populous country; to dispense justice 
millions of people of various languages, manners, al 
creeds ; to administer a complicated system of rcve.n 
aud finance ; to conduct difficult and intricate negotiate  ̂
with all the powers of India ; and in several of the c 
native states to exercise, as Residents, a peouliar *

f0 T.of-l
‘ See Letter of Mr. Grant and Mr. Twining, two of the Directors. 

Wcliesley. Despatches, v. 142, 113; also Marquess Wellesley to Lou 
reanh, 12th Feb. 1803. Despatches, iii 54. Papers on the Priva £Ji«iO
Asiatic Annual Register, 1*01; also Debates at the India House on >(-M 
subject. In a debate on tlie 28th May, 1801, one of the Directors, .cty ot 
recently been chairman, asserted, tha t “  it was through the inM",tW  int0 
.Lord Wellesley’s conduct tha t the agents and merchants were ndm 1 T{encl1'  
w im  they wanted and wlmt they enjoyed.” Ibid. p. 170. Sec Mso . Att' 
man s Observations on the Deports of the Court of Directors, l*01’ 
ucr .i Kise and Progress of the British 1 ewer in  India, ii. 232.

Jfj  HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. V S ^  I



(* ( J |k  iilJCATION OF CIVIL SERVANTS. V v i r ,

iiividious control over vast principalities. They were BOOK YI. 
rcw^edyln short, to discharge the duties of statesmen in c h a p . x.
every other part of tho world, but under difficulties of a ----------
characteristic description, arising from the total dissimi- 1802. 
ai ‘ty that existed between the languages, manners, and 

cpmions of England and India — between all the circum
stances in which the public functionaries had been edu- 
cated, and those to which the fruits of their education 
jVere to be applied. I t may seem extraordinary, that tho 
incongruity of the two had not previously been disco- 
vored, and that it was reserved for tho Marquess Wellesley 
to discover that a knowledge of the languages spoken by 
tne people of India, and of tho people themselves, was 
311 essential part of tho education of those Englishmen 
)vho were to be charged with the offices of magistrates, 
judges, collectors, ambassadors, and governors iu India.

The views entertained by the Marquess Wellesley of 
no sort of instruction required, although sound in prin

ciple, were of an extent which it would be difficult under 
“y circumstances to realize, and which in India it was 
opeloss to attempt. The state of preparation in which 

kj6 Jmior civil servants of his day were sent out, justified 
cab’ U° doul)t’ in desiring that even their European edu- 
th 1011 should be continued after their arrival. Some of 

G "niters he describes as unfit to oxecuto any duties 
 ̂ cyonrj those of a copying-derk, whilst of those who had 
}, ,eiy’ed tl10 benefits of a superior education, the studies 

been prematurely interrupted at the age when they 
Q r® about to yield the reward of application. An ado- 
mate remedy for this was not to be found in India, but in 
, 'Sjaud; and the attempt to prolong a course of European 

' udy in Bengal, where few of the inducements or facilities 
1 such an object were available, and where the services 
conipotent instructors could not at all times or for a 

nntinuance be procured, -was justly condemned by the 
'■urt of Directors as an unprofitable expenditure both 

Phoney and of time.
Whilst, however, it was obviously a matter of easy 

f i l ia tio n  to enforce, in the case of every junior civil
’ att'Vant’ tlle acquirement at home of the highest possible 

amments that could be gained by English education, it

■ G°^N\
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—A A /x ^BOSfev'I. was equally evident that certain local qualifications were 
c iia f . x. indispensable, -which could not at any time be conve-
---------  niently, or at that time be at all obtained in Europe. It

1802. was scarcely possible to add to the most approved course 
of juvenile instruction in England, an intimate acquaint
ance with the history, customs, and manners of the people 
of India, with the Mohammedan and Hindu codes of law 
and religion, with the commercial and political interests 
and relations of Groat Britain in Asia, or with the code or 
regulations and laws enacted by the Governor-General in 
council, for the purpose of securing to the people of India 
the benefit of the ancient and accustomed laws of the 
country, administered in the spirit of the British consa- 
tution. Knowledge of this description could he acquired 
only in India, and an adequate provision for its being 
effectively imparted was well worthy of the care anc 
encouragement of the state. There are, however, in the 
constitution of the civil service, and in the condition or 
society in India, serious obstacles to this part of the plan ; 
and the only realizable results of the projected establish
ment were the means of acquiring a command of the lan
guages of the country, of receiving through their litetaturc 
an honest and authentic expression of the feelings and sen
timents of the people, and of learning something of their 
history, institutions, and laws. The plan of the College 
also afforded occasions of intimate and creditable inter
course with natives of learning and talent, by which many 
ignorant prejudices were removed from both the native 
and European mind, and mutually favourable impressions 
were acquired. It also offered encouragement to natno 
learning and talent, and the plan extended through011 
Hindustan tho reputation of the Company’s governinco • 
Although, therefore, its operations were not as comp1̂  
hnnsive aa its founder designed, the college of Fort Wm1, 
was productive of important public advantages, exere-”- 
for several subsequent years a beneficial influence 111’ , 
the character of the junior servants of the Company. a,î  
was instrumental to. the service and credit of the state- ^  
spirit of retrenchment and private interests at last 
billed to effect its extinction, leaving in its room a melsr0( 
contrivance for teaching-the smallest possible quantity
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i ’ V ^  COLLEGE OF FORT WILLIAM. ^ i t ' 7
\  ^  y' v ^

!'!,,’«1;a!'(:s of Bengal, necessary for imperfectly under- BOOK VI. 
standing the mere speech of the people.1 chap. x.

f ho arguments urged by Lord Wellesley with consider- ---------
s 5le ability, and in general with unanswerable truth, as to 180-- 

ie necessity of an improved scale of education for their 
sei vants, and the expedience of a collegiate establishment 
lu India for their uso, failed to satisfy the Court of Di
rectors, who alarmed at what they termed the considerable 
f nd unknown amount of the expense by which it was to 

e attended, and entertaining an exaggerated apprehension 
01 the financial embarrassments of the Indian government,
°rder< d its immediate abolition. At the same time they 
p°uld not deny the necessity of providing for instruction 
111 some of the native languages; and they furnished a 
sketch of a more economical establishment which they 
'vere prepared to sanction. Although, in obedionce to the 
tutors of the court, the Governor-General announced it to 

e the intention of the government to abolish the college, 
e postponed, for various reasons, the actual abolition,

 ̂ util the close of 1803, expressing his hope, that in the 
uean time, the representations addressed by him to the 
°urt might prevail upon it to suffer tho establishment to 
einain unaltered, until he should be enabled to report in 

Person the condition and effects of the institution, and 
■ ubmit such details as might enable tho court to exercise 
v S U{'I judgment on the whole plan. This representation, 
packed by the decided support of the Board of Control,
'  “S not without effect upon the proceedings of the Di
rectors, and the sanction of the Court was eventually 
Siren to the continuance of a college for the instruction 
°i Bengal writers in the Oriental languages in uso in that 
part of India. Arrangements of a more restricted nature 
irere adopted, for the like instruction to be given to tho 
feuug civilians of Madras and Bombay, in the languages 
of the Peninsula ; and a college was a few years afterwards 
funded in England, for the better education of the junior 
Civilians of all the Presidencies, in the usual objects of 
European study, as well as for a prep;iratory instruction 
*u the languages of the East. However mutilated, there-

Notes by tlia Governor-General on tlie foundation of a Colleire at Fort 
tin., i0’ 10th Julv, Despatches, ii. 32j. Regulations for the Fouuda-

"> «c. Ibid. 356.
V(JL. VI, S



f°re> by the economy or jealousy of the Court of Directors, 
cHAr. x. .̂jjg pr0je0te(l college of Lord Wellesley had the merit of 

”  awakening public attention to an object of vital import
ance to the prosperity of British India, and of originating
useful, although still imperfect measures for its attain
ment.1

The announcement of Lord Wellesley’s wish to he re
lieved from the labours of his government, proved accept
able to neither the ministry nor to the Court of Directors, 
and both addressed him to urge his remaining in India for 
a further period,2 at least until the month of January, 
1804. In writing to his Lordship on this occasion, the 
Court of Directors expressed their persuasion, that m 
another season the Governor-General would be able to 
terminate, with honour to himself and advantage to the 
Company, every measure of importance connected with 
the recent acquisitions, perfect the retrenchments, as well 
those resulting from the peace, as others of which their 
affairs might be susceptible, and in concert with the homo 
authorities lay the foundation of an efficient system, f°r 
the liquidation of the Indian debt. These expectations 
were disappointed. The war with France was speedily 
renewed, and the war with the Mahrattas called upon the 
Indian governments for renewed exertions and augmented 
expense.

CHAPTER XL

Tw o Sets o f  P rinces connected w ith  the E n g lish  ;  one, whom  
they m ade resign  both the M ilita ry  and the C ivil Powers 
o f  their G o v ern m e n t; another, w hom  they made rest;)™ 
o n ly  the M ilita ry  Pow ers.—  E n d ea v o u r  to m ake t 
P eshw a resign  the M ilita ry  P a r t  o f  h is G overnm en t-  
n e g o tia tio n s  f o r  tha t P urpose , f r o m  1798 to  1802.—■* f  
g o tia tio n s  w ith  D ow lu t P a o  S in d ia h  fo r  a sim ilar P l“ 
pose .—  The E ependance  o f  a l l  the M ah ra tta  S ta te s  e-1' 
pected  as the E ffect o f  the R esigna tion  to the E n g ltsh  °T

UI * 37§rd Ca3,lenM"h *» <he Marquess Wellesley, 28th April, 1303. Desp“tcllC,i’

■J, S r P r e s i d e n t  of the Board of Control, lOtli 
V e ( era ' , »>• 31, « .  From theCcmnofl».Tcrto«
the Governor-General, 26th Sept. 1802. Dc,patch, ill. Introduction, « * •
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I [ ^ B L ^ 'I dONS w it h  THE PRINCES OF INDIA. \ C [ l s &

P ow er o f  a n y  one o f  them .—  N ego tia tio n  B O O ^ T I- r  
^ d fm tk ff$ (n d ia li  ineffectual.—  IKa?- between S in d ia h  a n d  CHAP. XI.

H oil-ar.— T heP eshw a  d riven  fro m P o o n a h .— F orthe  S a ke  ------------
o f  being  restored by E ng lish  A rm s, the Peshwa consents 1802, 
to the R es ig n a tio n  o f  h is  M ilita ry  Pow er.— A  T rea ty  f o r  
that. P u rp o se  signed a t B a sse in .—  The Governor-General 
expects tha t the other M a h ra tta  S ta tes w ill no t dare to 
quarj-el w ith  the E n g lish  o n  account o f  the Treaty  o f  
B assein .— S in d ih h  assembles h is  Troops, a n d  marches to 
the  V ic in ity  o f  B oorhanpore . —  P ersevering A tte m p ts  to 
m ake S in d ia h  execute a  T rea ty  s im ila rto  tha t oj Bassein .—
The Peshw a restored .—  P robab ility  o f  a  W ar w ith the 
M a h ra tta  P rinces on  account o f  the Treaty o f  B a sse in .—  
dunction  o f  the A rm ies o f  S in d ia h  a n d  the R a ja  o f  
B era r .— S in d ia h  a n d  the R a ja  requ ired  by the E n g lish  to 
q u it th e ir  present m enacing  Position, a n d  replace their  
A n n ie s  at their u su a l S ta tions.— S in d ia h  a n d  the R a ja  
evading  Com pliance, the E n g lish  reg a rd  them as E nem ies.
'  A rg u m en ts  by w hich  the G overnor-G eneral endeavoured  
to p ro ve  th a t the line  o f  P o lic y  which led  to th is Crisis was 
good.— In vestig a tio n  o f  those A rgum en ts.

J H E  relations, which the Britisl} government endea
voured to establish with the Princes of India, were 

different in different circumstances. They with whom 
their connexion was the most intimate, the Nabob of the 
Oarnatio, the Baja of Tanjore, the Nabob of Oude, formed 
°de class. Another was formed by those who stood in the 
CB'cumstanees of the Nizam, of the Peshwa and other 
Mahratta powers.

From the Princes of the first class, it had lately been 
the object of the British government to take away not 
0:>ly the military, but likewise the civil power, in the 
countries to which their titles respectively extended; and, 
leaving them the name of sovereign, to make them simply 
Pensioners of state. With the rest, this object had been 
eonrpletely attained: with the Nabob of Oude, it was 
found expedient to make something of a compromise. A 
8°rt of delegated administration, which, however, he bound 
fhniself to carry on according to the pleasure of the dele- 
&rtor, was left to him in civil affairs, in a portion, not 
*ddch more than a third, of his former dominions,

■ 60l% \
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^B &OKlWl. To this point the pretensions of the British government 
c h a p . ix. had advanced by degrees. At firsi they were neither very
---------- high, nor very definite. The English, for their own secu-

1S02. rjty, found it necessary to aid the Princes in defending 
themselves ; and the Princes agreed to re-imburse the 
English for the expenses which they incurred.

The powers of government, that is, in India, the powers 
of the sovereign, may be looked upon as divided (in India 
they are very conspicuously divided) into two portions ; 
the one, the military power; the other, the civil power ; 
the on$ consisting in authority over the military force ; 
the other in the administration of what is called the civil 
or non-military affairs of tho state, the collection of the 
revenue, judicature, and police.

The English arrived at the first remarkable stage, wbeu 
they made the Princes, with whom they were most nearly 
eounected, strip themselves of their military power, to 
place it in tho hands of the English. At this stage aff airs 
remained during a considerable number of years, The 
sovereigns, placed in these circumstances, held their civil 
power in a state of absolute dependence. When the civil 
jiower, also, was taken away from them, nothing of sove
reign remained, but the name. They were in the situation 
of the Raja of Sattarah, only in the hands of a people, to 
whom it was agreeable to treat them with more indul
gence.

With the Princes of the second class, the object at 
which the British government had begun to aim, was, to 
make each of them resign the military part of his power 
to the English. In respect to the Nizam, the business had 
been effectually accomplished by the treaty of 1800; 
when he agreed to receive the subsidiary force of the 
English, and alienated a great proportion of his dominions 
to defray its expense.1 The eagerness with which Loin 
Wellesley endeavoured to establish the same relation 
with tho principal Mahratta states, he himself informs us, 
was extreme.

I t had suited the English, in their transactions with tjie 
Mahr.tta people, to suppose, in the chieftain called the 
Peril wa, a species of sovereign authority over the i'63*1 0 
the Mahratta potentates; an authority, which it 

1 Despatches, ti. 135, 25.;, 270, 275 and Appendix, 709, 7 2 6 .



\ ^ >*iniffin|lj7{>vident tliat he did not exercise, and to which Butm 'Tfr 
i^YlasSiqually evident that the rest of the Princes paid ciiai-. xi.
uo respect.1 In the spirit of this policy, it was the wish —------ -
°f Lord Wellesley to induce the Peshwa, in preference 
to all the rest of the Mahratta chiefs, to consign the 
defence of his government and dominions to a British 
force, and to alienate a part of those dominions for the 
maintenance of that force ; an arrangement which that 
Governor denominates, “ an intimate alliance, founded 
Upon principles which should render the British influence 
and military foi’cethe main support of that power.” *

In 1796, when the Nizam consented to transfer the mil
itary powers of government within his dominions to the 
English, a similar proposal of “ general defensive alliance, 
and mutual guarantee,” 3 as it is called by Lord Wellesley, 
was strongly pressed upon the Peshwa. The moment was 
conceived to be favourable. “ The authority of Bajee llao,”
®ays the Governor-General, “ was then reduced to a state 
°f extreme weakness by the imbecility of his councils, by 
file instability and treachery of his disposition, and by 
the prevalence of internal discord : and in that crisis, his 
government was menaced with destruction, by the over
bearing power of Sindiah. I t  was evident that the Pesk- 
wa could not expect to be relieved from the oppressive 
control of Sindiah, and to be restored to a duo degree of 
authority within his owii dominions, by any other means 
than by the aid of the Biitish power.” 4 The Governor-

1 The whole history of t he Mahratta states shows, that the Peshwa's suprenl- 
scy was not merely wliat it suitetl the English to represent it. but w.n an 
essential part of the constitution of the state. The overgrown power of sums 
of the chiefs had, it is true, rendered the Peshwa's authority little more that 
nominal as regarded them; hut even Sindimi :uid Holkar ever professed to con- 
sidor tlie Peshwa as their sovereign, or at least as their sovereign's ret resenta- 
tive. The title by which they held their lands was originally a grant from 
the Peshwa in consideration of military service. Undoubtedly, as far as ibis 
Kind of contract was a leading feature in the feudal system of turn! e, ti. ■ 
some system may be said to Pave been found in India. Territory held by the 
tenure of military service no urred tlu-ougboi t India, and was the h ■ so bond 
"  Inch held the Mulirntta chiefs together under a common head. With excep
tion, tou of some of the most powerful of the cbtets, the I eshwa s authority 
"'as exorcised over the Mahratta jnsirdars or feudatories.-W .

- Governor-General’s Narrative of the late Trans muons in the Maliratta 
empire: East India Papers, Mahratta War, 1303, ordered to be printed 6th
end TOntl June, 1801, p. 304.—M.
. Besides the Narrative, the same collection contains another communication 
from Lord Wellesley, entitled Notes relative to the late Transactions in the 
Mahratta Empire. This was separately printed, with an npi endtx of official I
“bailments, bv liebrctt, if ill. Sec also Despatches, iii. 20.—W.

3 Ibid.
4 Uovemor-Gcneral's instructions to the Resident at Ponimb, dated 33vd
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N hTOKSYI. General informs us, that Bajee Bao did even apply to hun 

c h a p .  xi. for assistance. But when he was made t o  understand, that
--------- it would be granted only on the condition of permanently

1802. confiding his defence to a British force ; that is, of trans
ferring his military power to the hands of the English, 
“he deliberately,” says the Governor-General, “ preferred 
a situation of degradation and danger, with nominal inde
pendence, to a more intimate connexion with the British 
power; which,” adds the Governor-General, sufficiently 
disclosing his views, “ could not be formed on principles 
calculated to secure to the Peshwa the constant protection 
of our arms, without, at the same time, establishing our 
ascendancy in the Mahratta empire.” 1 The length ot 
time, during which the Peshwa amused the Governor- 
General, is thus commented upon by that disappointed 
ruler. Subsequent events justify a conclusion, that the 
long and systematic course of deceitful policy, pursued by 
the PeBhwa on this occasion, was not less the result of a 
determined .spirit of hostility, than of his characteristic 
jealousy and irresolution.”2

The prospect of the war between the British flower and 
Tippoo Sultaun inspired not the Peshwa, we are assured.by 
the Governor-General, with any of the sentiments of a ge
nerous ally; but turned his attention solely to the advan
tages which the crisis presented “ to the faithless and 
sordid policy of that Prince;” who not only, “by a course 
of studied and systematic deceit, avoided all active inter
ference in the contest, but actually maintained an amicable 

, intercourse with the enemy.3
The Governor-General even makes profession of having 

been duped by the Peshwa. “ His Excellency,” says ho, 
speaking of himself in the third person, a novelty which 
this Governor-General introduced, and of which, in the 
end, the Directors complained, “ in a letter addressed 
to the Honourable the Court of Directors, under date the 
20th of March, 1799, expressed his conviction, that the 
disposition of the Court of Poonah continued perfectly

of June. W12, Irnmp.iio it in a letter from the Oovcrnor-Goeeral to the Secret 
immittce, dated stth  of I .«enrt»r, 1804, and received the 9th of M ay.161 
, ; *’■34 ~  M ncspatciics, hi. 3. 12.—VV.
' Lespntehea, jii. 1 2 . a ii.i.i
3 Letters, u t su p ra , p. M .
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G^WquEpMAto tbo Britisli interests; and that want of power BOOK VI. 
IroOferte the sole cause of its inaction, in the event of a c h a t . x i .
’var with Tippoo Sultaun.” The course of the war, how- ----------
pver, he says, suggested doubts; and at the termination of 1802,

they were confirmed, “ by the correspondence between 
"ippoo Sultaun and his agents at Poonah, and by letters 
from Nana Furnavese, and other Mahratta chieftains, to 
f  ippoo Sultaun, which were discovered among the records 
°f Seringapatam. The combined evidence of those docu
ments, and of the Peshwa’s conduct during the war, 
affords unequivocal proofs of the hostility of his dis
position towards the British power; and justifies a con
clusion, that, if fortune had appeared to favour the 
enemy, the Peshwa would openly have espoused his 
cause.” 1

Here was the conduct most exactly, which had been 
uscribed to the Nabob of Arcot, and by which that prince 
V'us declared to have forfeited his throne. The Nabob of 
Arcot, and the Peshwa, were both princes, connected, by 
treaty, iu alliance with the British power. Both were ac
cused of violating the obligations of that treaty, by cor- 
rcsjionding with Tippoo Sultaun. We have seen the treat 
merit bestowed upon the one ; it remains to contrast with

that which was bestowed upon the other, of the two 
offenders.2

“ Although,” says the Governor-General, “ the faithless 
conduct of the Peshwa not only deprived him of all title 
*<? participate in the advantages of the war, but exposed 
uurr to the just resentment of the allies, the Governor- 
General determined to refrain from any measures of a 
vindictive nature ; and to adopt the more liberal policy 
‘—of conciliating the Peshwa’s interests—and of providing 
for the security of the allies, and for the general tranquil
lity of India—by repeating his invitation to the Peshwa 
to accede to the proposal of general defensive alliance and 
mutual guarantee; which his excellency had before unsuc
cessfully offered to the Peshwa’s acceptance.” 3 *

* Letters, ut supra, p. 34.
2 H scarcely needs to be observed, that they were situated, in relation to 

Jnc British power, in totally dissimilar circumstances: the mere existence of a 
trcaiy with each constituted no analogy: the identity or difference depended 
uPon the conditions and objects of the treuties made with tlv m,—W,

3 Letters, ut supra, Ibid. p. 84.



BOOK YI. Such was the difference of treatment intended for the 
chap. xi. Peshwa. The following was the result. “ At the close of
---------- the war in 1799,” says the Governor-General, “ the propo-

1802. sitions for the conclusion of defensive and subsidiary en
gagements with the Peshwa were renewed; under circum
stances of peculiar advantage to the latter ; who, by 
acceding to those propositions, would not only have been 
emancipated from the oppressive control of Sindiah, and 
have been reinstated in the due exercise of his authority— 
but would have been admitted to a participation in the 
conquered territory of Mysore.

“ But, after a vexatious and illusory discussion of the 
propositions, during a period of several months, the nego
tiation was closed, by the Peshwa’s rejection of the condi
tions of defensive alliance, under any admissible modifica
tion of them.

“ The circumstances of that negotiation afford the 
strongest reasons to believe, that tho Peshwa never 
seriously intended to enter into any engagements, on the 
basis of those propositions; and that he had no other in
tention, from the commencement of the negotiation, than, 
to avoid tho consequences of an unqualified refusal to 
tre a t; to deceive the public, and the Governor-General} 
by the appearances of a disposition to concur in the views 
of the British government for the tranquillity of India ; 
and to deter Sindiah from the prosecution of his ambitious 
designs, by persuading that chieftain, that the Peshwa had 
it  in his power, and in his contemplation, to avail himself 
of the protection of the British arms.” 1 

Nor were these the only occasions on which the Peshwa 
had been importuned on the same subject. “ Tho negotiar 
lions,” continues the same high reporter, “ which followed 
the renewal of the Governor-General’s propositions in the 
month of April, 1800, were conducted, on the part of tho

■ letters, n t supra. Ibid. p. 34.—M. . le
lhc .-e were, no doubt, his intentions ; as beside his own very reason® • 

aversion to arrangements which would have placed the Peshwa under 
t ^ntr. l of the Knylisli, the same policy was always enforced npou him by .

<lf Isana Pornavese, who." to the period of his death in 1 8 0 0 , 'VJS 
* 7 av^rse to the admission of a body of foreign troops iu the manner P 

i  t th . Marquess Wellesley, if the energies of the Government co» , 
ti.r-n! Bit * 11 |out t,)eir -'id. Nana Furnavese respected the English.
,,r, (,5 re an'1 the vigour of their government, but os political enc110 >
lB8, - w  6a 1 them w ith  more M lousy and alarm. Malir. B is t .  ^
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\ (clll̂ vVTS 0F the governor'general-
.feshwii, in the samo spirit of temporizing policy, and BOOK Vj. 
"tuflieShyvasion, ■which characterized his conduct in every c h a p . x i .
previous discussion. His long and degrading subjection ----------
to the power of Sindiah; his repeated experience of the 1802. 
Perfidy and violence of that unprincipled chieftain; the 
eternal distraction which prevailed in his government; 
and the consciousness of his inability to relieve himself 
from the pressure of his accumulated difficulties, and to 
secure the efficient exercise of his authority; were insuf
ficient to subdue the emotions of his jealous fears, and to 
niduce him to rely, with confidence, on the protection of 
that state, which alone possessed the power and tho will 
to extricate him from his embarrassments, and to place 
him in a situation of comparative diguity and security.
Those negotiations were closed in the month of September,
1&00, when various unprecedented acts of violence and ex
tortion, on the part of Sindiah, had aggravated the pressure 
°t the Peshwa, and virtually annihilated his authority — 
hy the Peshwa’s absolute rejection of the principal articles

the .Governor-General’s proposition.
“ And he may be considered to have rejected those pro

positions again, by his refusal to become a party in the 
treaty of general defensive alliance, concluded with the 
Aizam in October, 1800, which was tendered to his 
acceptance.” 1

But the complaints of the Governor-General are not 
c"ufined to the arts by which the Peshwa endeavoured to 
Preserve the advantage of appearing to enjoy the friend* 
k-frp of the British government, and at the same time to 
av°id tho transference and loss of his military power.
“ While these several negotiations were depending,” says 
the great informant, “ the Peshwa was at different times 
e»lployed in carrying on intrigues at tho court of Hyder
abad, to effect the dissolution of the alliance between the 
Company and the Nizam, and to engage his Highness to 
l'nite with the Mahrattas, at any future favourable oppor
tunity, for the subversion of the British power.”5'

Towards tho end of tho year 1801, tho Peshwa came 
f°rtvard with a proposal “ for subsidizing a body of British 
troops.” To this, according to the Governor-General, he 
h'as “ influenced, either by views and intentions similar to 

1 Letters, ut supra, Ibid- 35. 2 Ibid.



\A.: A gg ie  those which regulated his conduct during the negSHaf^onS
°f 1799 and 1800; or, if sincere in his proposal, by the 

" h°P° of obtaining the aid of the British for the re-esta-
J ' blishraent and security of his authority, without hazard

ing the introduction of that degree of control and ascen
dancy, which,” says the Governor-General, “ it must be 
our interest to establish in the Mahratta state, and w hich  
it is his object to avoid.” 1

“ Ike Peshwa,” continues the Governor-General, “ is 
aware that the permanent establishment of a British 
force. in the vicinity of Poonah, would immediately place 
him, in some degree, in a state of dependance upon the 
British power. And, therefore, he has stipulated, that the 
subsidiary force shall be retained within the Company’s 
dominions at all times, except when he shall require id* 
actual services.” 2 For the charges of the troops, the 
Peshwa proposed to assign a territory, in a part of the 
Mahratta country over which he had only a nominal 
authority, and “ the cession of which,” says the Governor- 
General, “ would not in any degree contribute to render 
the Peshwa dependent on the support of the British 
power.” 3 Because this arrangement would be extremely 
advantageous to the Peshwa, without yielding corre
spondent advantages to the British government, it was the 
opinion of the Governor-General, that it ought to bo re
jected. But he was of opinion, that rather than not get ft 
British force subsidized, as he termed it, by the Peshwa i 
that is, placed in the service, and at the expense of that 
prince, it was advisable to consent to his proposition with 
legaid to the station of the troops, provided he would 
unite an acceptable provision in land, or even in money, 
for their maintenance. The Governor-General reasoned 
thus: “ The measure of subsidizing a British force, even 
under the limitations which the Peshwa has annexed to 
that proposal, must immediately place him, in soUI° 
degree, in a state of dependance upon the British pow***’ j 
provided that measure be unoombined with any other 
arrangement, calculated to defeat its operation. The Jo-, 
pendancu of a state, in any degree, upon the power °  

im°l. ier, naturally tends to promote a sense of security, 

i  drived from the support of a foreign power; produces 
1 I'etlera' ut Supra, Ibid. p. 35. a Ibid. 3 Ibid,

■ G°1^X
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TON OF THE MAHEATTA STATES. l H  1

vigilance and caution ; and the operation of BOOK VI. 
natural causes, in augmenting the dependance of the c h a p . x i .
Peshwa on the British power, under the operation of the ---------
Proposed engagement, would be accelerated by the effect 1802* 
which those engagements would produce, of detaching the 
state of Poonah from the other members of the Mahratta 
empire.” 1

When “ the Governor-General,” these are his own words,
“ notwithstanding his frequent disappointment in the ac
complishment of his salutary views, determined, in June,
1802̂  to renew his negotiations for the conclusion of an 
improved system of alliance with the court of Poonah; 
the increased distraction in the Mahratta state, the rebel
lion of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, and his success against the 
combined forces of the Peshwa and Sindiah, appeared to 
constitute a crisis of affairs, favourable to the success of 
the proposed negotiation at Poonah. In the course of the 
discussions which ensued, the Peshwa manifested a desire 
to contract defensive engagements with the Honourable 
Company, under circumstances of more apparent soli
citude, than had marked his conduct at any former occa- 
slon. The Peshwa, however, continued to withhold his 
consent to any admissible modifications of the Govornor- 
General's pi'opositions, until Jeswunt Rao Holkar, at the 
head of a formidable army, actually arrived in the vicinity 
°f l ’oonah.”2

The crisis to which the Mahratta affairs were then ap
proaching, was preceded and produced by the following 
circumstances.

Mulhar Rao Holkar, one of the leaders in the army of 
Pie first Peshwa, was instrumental in pushing the con
quests of the Mabrattas towards the north; and, according 
to the usual policy of the Mahratta government, received 
a Portion of territory, in the province of Malwa, for the 
support of his troops. This happened about the year 
1736; and laid the foundation of the sovereignty of the 
Holkar family ; for, as the power of the primary govern
ment declined, that of the principal viceroys, according to 
custom, became independent; and, although the memory 
of the primitive connexion with the Peshwa was not obliter-

t Letters, ut supra, Ibid. p. 37.
2 Govemor-Ocueral’s Narrative, Ibid, p.305.
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X^j^O^'yl/lated, they not only acted as his equals, but frequently as his 

masters ; and on no occasion, except when it suited their
•---------  interest, allowed their will to be governed by his. Mulhar

ItaO Holkar died in the year 1766. He was succeeded by 
his nephew, Tukajee Holkar. This prince reigned till the 
year 1797. He left four sons, Cashee Rao, Mulhar Rao, 
Etojee Holkar, and Jeswunt Rao Holkar; the two former 
alone by the wife or principal female in the harem. Cashee 
Rao succeeded Tukajee, as the eldest son by his wife. A 
dispute, however, soon arose between Cashee Rao and his 
brother Mulhar Rao, who claimed an equal share in the 
inheritance; and they both repaired to Poonah, for the 
purpose of settling their disputes by the intervention of 
the Peshwa.1

Dowlut Rao Sindiah exercised at that time a despotic 
authority over the Peshwa; and regarded the occasion as 
highly favourable for adding the possessions of the Holkar 
family to his own. Having made his terms with Cashee 
Rao, who is said to have renounced a claim of sixty, and 
paid a sum of six lacs of rupees,2 he surprised and s l a u g h 

tered Mulhar Rao, with all his attendants, at Poonah, in 
the month of September, 1797. The wife of Mulhar Rao, 
left in a state of pregnancy, produced a son, who was named 
Khundeh Rao. Sindiah possessed himself of the person of

1 Mulhar Kao, named Hollcctr, or, more properly, Hiilkur, from the villa- 0 
of Hul, where he was born, was of the Dhoongur or Shepherd caste. »Ik 
father was a small fanner, and he himself, whilst a yonth, tended the Hot K • o ' 
the family; lie was afterwords enlisted in his troop by an uncle who com
manded a small party of horse in the service of a Mahratta chief. Di-tin- 
gir lung himself as a brave and active soldier, he was taken into the scr\ i>'° 
of tiie i’eshwa, the first Bajee Kao, was appointed to the command of th'e 
hundred horse, and, in the course of a short time, acquired higher distinctions. 
The first grant of land for his services was made in 1728. In 1732 he com
manded the advance of the Mahratra army which conquered Malwa; and, m 
the following year, Indore, which became the capital of his dc'cendants, 
assigned to him for the support of his troops. To the territory round Indoio 
he made large accessions, so that, with exception of one district, nil that >e- 
longed to his successors was bequeathed by .Mulhar Kao. The only son, Iv,‘ '  
dec Kao, being dead, be was succeeded by his grandson, Malice Ka«>, imr ■* 
prince reigned only nine months. Upon his decease, a distribution o 
j ow irsof the state of Indore took place, which, however, apparent!}' 
rloiiN. continued undisturbed for thirty years. Alia (Aholyn) Jihyc, tae > 
of lulleo Kao, widow of Kundee Kao, the son of Mulhar Kuo, boldly it. 
the office of r> \n t ,  and elected for the commander of the army, an(1 . •_# 
those duties which she could not as a female perform, Tukajee Holkar, « 
of the same triiic, but no way related to Mulhar Kao. AiuUya Khyc a - 

r»M ocinl7»7. Malcolm's Central Judin i. 1. 142. T h e charftvtci 1 
AlmJuyu i.hye is there delineated at lenvth in the most favourable coioui — 

undoubtedly a woman of singular merit.—W.
- Htteeu uecoial 'g to Malcolm? k .i m cash, and live in the mortgage of 

the revefrno of Amber in the Deccan. Central India, i. 107.— W.



1 1 PROPOSED WITH SINDIAH. V S f l
Va S 7 I / i J l  iN<i^^|jift^fr5>retaiiietl Cashee Rao in a state of dependence ; COOK. VI. 

autt-prtjposed to govern the Holkar dominions in his chap, xi,
nMne. The two brothers Etojee and Jeswunt Rao, had --------- -
^ttaehed themselves to the cause of Mulhar Rao, and were 18u2- 
both at Poonah at the time of his murder. Etojee fled to 
b-olapore, where he was taken, in the commission of hos
tilities ; sent to Poonah ; and deprived of his life.1 Jes- 
tjunt Rao, made his escape to Nagpore; and was protected 
*°r some tim e; but the instigations of Siudiah at last 
Prevailed, and tho Raja placed him in confinement.
-l*e contrived to effect his escape, and fled to Mnhcswar,
°n the Nerbuddah.2 Sindiah, at that time deeply engaged 
*n his schemes for securing the ascendancy of Poonah, had 
not leisure to pursue the fugitives with vigour and expe
dition, and probably thought bis resources too contempt- 
■ble to excite any apprehension. This remissness enabled 
Jeswunt Rao to avail himself of the means which so 
Plentifully exist in India, of collecting an army of adven
turers, by the prospect of plunder. I t was not till the 
5'oar 1801, that Sindiah really became alarmed at tho pro
v e s  of Jeswunt Rao.3 He then began to collect an army 
°u the Nerbuddah, and ordered the chiefs in his depend
ence to join him with the smallest possible delay. On tho 
p th  of October, 1801, a general engagement took place 
between the armies of the two ohieftaius, in the neighbour-

a 1 Malcolm says he had joined a body of freebooters, and being taken, was 
j arnl‘li:d to death by an elephant. Grant Duff gives a particular [account of 
I t?  execution and tho savage exultation of Bajee Kao at his destruction. Mahr.

- id. I99.-VV.
a '  Jcawunt Rao, after escaping from Nagpoor, took refnge at Dhav with 
(,naiid Kao, of the Knar trite, to whom lie rendered sonu important .* rvice,
. f)rupelled by the threats of Sindiah to withdraw his prutection, the chief of 

lar gave him a small supply of money, with which lie raised a a ree of four- 
sr*h horsemen, and a hundred and twenty ragged, half-armed fu«.t. With this 
JJall }jan(i he commenced a coarse of depredations, the Bucicss of which 
f 1 to his adherents. Being the son of a concubine, Jeswunt Kao refrained 
j[0,h claiming the rights of legitimacy, and professed himself the servant of 
f  Mttleo Kao''the infant son of the murdered Alulhar lino, a prudent regard 
y  the feelings of his family and dan which contributed materially to his 
1 He next formed an alliance with Amir Khan, a .Mohammedan
J.e**ter, who like the Mahratta became, subsequently, of great celebrity in the 
\‘} au,ry warfare of Hindustan, was eventually joined b y  the hoops of Kasl

' assembled at Indore, and by the end of 17S8 was at the head of u consider- 
, ,lu armv • ho encountered Sindiah with between €0,000 and 70,000 men, 

t .il India. See also Life of Amir Khan, by IT. r. Prinsep.-W.
[ f. There is some disagreement in the dates of these events between the dif- 

. ^ i t  authorities. According to Malcolm, Sindiah marched against Holkar in 
l ' y-' Grant says, he moved from Poonah in November, 1800. The battle of 
► ‘dote, according to the latter, was fought upon Uie day mentioned m the 

Malir. Hist. iii. 201.—W.



\ f !-^OOK^^x hood of Indore, the capital of the Holkar family, Holkar 
X''& apt'xi. was completely vanquished, and fled with the loss of his 

■---------  artillery and baggage.1
1802. In this situation of affairs, a favourable opportunity 

appeared to the Governor-General to present itself, of 
extending liis favourite plan for engrossing the military 
power of the princes in India, or (as he himself chose 
rather to name it) “ the system of general defensive alii' 
ance and guarantee.” Colonel Collins, who had acted for 
some time as resident at Futty Ghur, was, in the month of 
December, 1801, directed to repair to the camp of Dowlut 
Bao Sindiah. And in the instructions of the Governor' 
General to that officer, dated the 15th of January, 1802, 
are the following words : “ The events which have lately 
occurred in Hindostan, and the actual situation of the 
affairs of Dowlut Eao Sindiah, appear to his Excellency to 
afford a more favourable opportunity than any which has 
hitherto offered, of persuading that chieftain to become 11 
party, in the proposed system of defensive alliance and 
reciprocal guarantee, under the provisions of the treaty 
concluded with his Highness the Nizam, on the 12th of 
October, 1800.”

The next paragraph of this official paper is important, 
as exhibiting the views of the Governor-General, with i° ' 
gard to the effect which this defensive alliance, with any ono 
of the Mahratta powers, would have upon all the rest. 
According to him it would produce one of two effects- 
Either it would compel them to give up their militatf 
power, in imitation of the state which had submitted to 
that stipulation ; or, it would place them “ in a dependent 
and subordinate condition, —a condition in which fl 
their ambitious views, and aggressive designs, would h° 
controlled.” “ I t  may reasonably,” says the Governor' 
General, “ be expected, that the success of a negotiation, 
for that purpose, with Dowlut Eao Sindiah, will matcrialy 
promote the complete accomplishment of his Excellency8 
viows,by inducing the otherMAhratt a powers toconcur in th® 
proposed arrangement, with a view to avoid the depended 
and subordinate c o n d i t i o n  to w h i c h  they must he reduc'd t 
by their exclusion from an alliance, o f w h i c h  the operati°n>

1 For three f-articular* >*f the dispute between Sindiah and Heitor, see t*0 
MUDC Yomuio of Parliamentary Papers, p, 25ft, 1, 5.
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\  (  | ^ A) % A N C E  3M ioroS E I) W IT H  S IN D IA . ( C l

\^ ^ $ S s^ e tA o  t h e m ,  m u s t  h e ,  to c o n t r o l  all ambitious views BOOK \T. 
Qnd:aggr£ssive d e s i g n s  o n  t h e i r  p a r t ,  without affording to chap. xi.
those powers the benefits of the general guarantee.” The ---------
doctrine of the Governor-General, therefore, was, that, in 1802- 
this manner, every one of the Mahratta states would be- ' 
come dependent upon the English government; those ' ho 
accepted the alliance, by the alliance ; those who did not 
Accept it, by being deprived of i t ; the same happy effect,
111 two opposite cases, by the same ingenious combination 
°f means.

In regard to the terms of the proposed alliance, the 
document in question says, “ The general conditions to 
V'hich, in conformity to the proposed arrangement, it is 
desirable that Siudiah should accede, are, 1st. To subsidize 
a considerable British force, to be stationed within his 
dominions : 2ndly. To cede in perpetual sovereignty to the 
Company, an extent of territory, the net produce of which 
*hall be adequate to the charges of that force : 3rdly. To 
!‘dmit the arbitration of the British government, in all 
disputes and differences between Sindiah and his Highness 

Nizam, and, eventually, betweeu Sindiah and the other 
pbites of Hindustan: and 4thly. To dismiss all the sub
jects of France now in his service* and to pledgo himself 
hover to entertain in his service persons of that de- 
8ci'iption.”

It was declared to be “ extremely desirable that Sindiah 
should subsidize the same number of British troops, as are 
Subsidized by his Highness the Nizam. If Sindiah, how
ever, as was suspected, would not, unless in a case of 
h-Vtreme necessity, agree to that proposal, the Governor- 
'dieral was inclined to come down in his terms. Ho 

'v°uld consent to such a number of troops as even that of 
tw° battalions. The obligation of submitting Sindiah’s 
halations with other states to the will of the English, it 

not, in the opinion of the Governor-General, very 
Material to exact; for this reason, that, if the other con
ations were accepted, this would follow, as a necessary
pansequonce, whether agreeable to Sindiah or not. ‘‘HU
I'-xcellency," says the paper of instructions, “ considers 
®hidiah’s positive consent to the third condition, to be an 
object of inferior importance to the re s t: as, without any 
specific stipulation, the arbitration of the British govern-

» ' 60l% \



\ ^ C ^ Y | i > e n t  will necessarily bo admitted, to an extenfKffl’̂ ei*' 
tioned to the ascendancy which that government will

----------obtain over Sindiah, under the proposed engagements—-
1802. and to the power which it will possess of controlling his 

designs.1
Though Sindiah had not only been disposed to receive, 

but forward to invite the British Resident to his camp, 
he would offer no specific proposition when Colonel Collins 
arrived. I t  was the wish of the British negotiator, who 
joined the camp of Sindiah on the 20th of February, 1802, 
to draw from that chieftain a declaration of a desire for 
British, assistance ; and afterwards to present the scheme 
of the Governor-General as the condition on which that 
advantage migb t  be obtained. Sindiah, however, would not 
admit that he had any other motive for desiring the pre
sence of a British Resident, than to cement the friendship 
which already subsisted between him and the British 
government; and to possess a more immediate channel 
of communication: especially, “ as he was guarantee to 
the treaty between the English government and the 
Peshwa; ” in this expression, exhibiting, even at this 
early period, bis jealousy with respect to the negotiation, 
which was now carrying on at Poonah, for superseding the 
existing treaty with the Peshwa, by a treaty upon the 
Governor-General’s favourite system, called “ the system 
of defensive alliance, and mutual guarantee.”

After allowing time for ascertaining the state of Sindiah’s 
councils, the Resident informed the Governor-General, that 
“Sindiah was anxiously desirous to preserve the relations 
of friendship a t that time subsisting between him and the 
English government. At the same time,” said he, “ I  consider 
i t  my indispensable duty to apprize your Excellency, that 
I  am firmly persuaded he feels no inclination whatever 
to  improve those relations.” In other words, he was not 
yet brought so low, as willingly to descend into that situ
ation in which a participation in the “system of defensive 
alliance and mutual guarantee ” would of necessity pla°e I 
him.

I t  is important, at the same time, to observe the opi
nion of this select servant of the Company, with regard 
to the influence which the treaty so eagerly pursued witl1

1 Papers, ut snpra, p. 7—9.
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^T^Pesbj^woixld have upon the interests of Sindiah ; an BO O K  V I. 
' l'uTttmeer'sufficient to make him court as a favour what ciiAr. xi.
}e now rejected as equivalent to the renunciation of his ---------
'^dependence and power. “ Indeed,” says the Resident, l$t*2- 
ware the Peshwato accept the aid of a subsidiary force 

*rom our government, I should, in this event, entertain 
strong hopes, that Sindiah, apprehensive lest the authority 

tho head of the Mahratta empire might be exerted 
gainst himself, would solicit as a favour to be admitted 

the benefit of the treaty of general defensive alliance.” 
the Resident, in this instance, declared his belief, that 
the same effect would result from this treaty with regard 
t° Sindiah, as tho Governor-General had stated to him 
'v°uld bo the effect of such a treaty, with any one of the 
Mahratta powers, upon every one of the rest.1 
. As the Resident was convinced, that, in the present 

Clrcumgtances, it was in vain to hope for the submission 
Sindiah to the system of the Governor-General, ho 

jhought the dignity of the British government would 
,e*t be consulted, by forbearing to present the propo

sition.*
I Holkar repaired so quickly the disaster sustained near 
*b*ore, that early in 1802 he resolved to change the scene 

bis operations from Malwa to Poonah, Cashee Rao, 
t .ll° had been allowed to repair to Kandoish, had for some 

*ho shown a disposition to aid in carrying on a joint war 
' 8ain3t  Sindiah, for the preservation of the Holkar domi- 
,!°ns; but as the resources both of his mind and of 

i ls fortuno were small, so he had latterly professed his 
termination to adhere to a system of neutrality in the 
lspute between Sindiah and Jcswunt Rao. The release 

t  the infant lvhundch Rao had been always demanded

( J  On this subject, he farther says, in the some despatch : “  It must likewise 
A  considered Oiat. however much it may he to the interest of the Peshwato 
. . ‘SOSO in the defensive alliance, with ft view to the restoration of the duo 
ht'fciso of his authority, OS head of tho Mahratta empire : yet that Sindialt is 
[S.n» means in a similar predicament. On the contrary, as the .Maharaja 
j f ’ntliab) by the real superiority of his power, is now enabled to intimidato 
£ * »  Rao into concessions suitable to his purposes, he is apparently urged, t.y 
{ "iciptes of self-interest, not onn to decline becoming a party himself in the 
p j‘l,y. but. moreover to evert his utmost influence, In order to prevent the 
ow . va from entering into engagements which, if carried to the extent 
J'flnafly proposed, would completely render him tUike independent of Sindiah,

. “I every other cliieltain of tiie Mahratta state, 
h,. See the desnatch of Colonel Collins, dated Ougcln, 8th of March, 1802 

“ • P-13—15 .
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Jeswunt Rao, as a condition without which he would 
cirAp. x t. listen to  no terms o f  accommodation. R e p re s e n tin g
---------- Cashee Rao as incapacitated by mental imbecility for the

1802. exercise of the powers of government, he proclaimed the 
infant, head of the Holkar family ; demanded, as uncle, 
the custody of his person, and the administration of hie 
dominions; and gave out his design of marching 
Poonak, for the purpose of receiving justice at the hand 
of the Peshwa; that is, of putting down the authority of 
Sindiah, with respect to whom the Peshwa had long been 
placed in a state of prostrate subjection.

Before the middle of the year 1802, Holkar had p>'e" 
pared a large, and, as compared with that of his opponents, 
a well-disciplined army ; and began his march to the 
south. Sindiah, alive to the danger which threatened Ins 
interests at Poonah, detached a large portion of his army 
under one of his. principal generals, Suddasheo Bbao. 
This force arrived in the vicinity of Poonah, at the close 
of the month of September: and afterwards effected a 
junction with the troops of the Peshwa. On the 25th of 
October the two armies engaged. After a warm cannonade 
of about three hours, the cavalry of Holkar made a 
general charge. The cavalry of Sindiah gave way, when 
that of Holkar cutting in upon the line of infantry, put 
them to flight and gained a decisive victory.1

Colonel Barry Close had been sent in the capacity of 
Resident to Poonah, in the month of December of the 
preceding year, with much reliance upon his approved

1 Papers, lit supra, p. 258. 343 —On the 8th of March,Colonel Collins, in the 
camp of Sindiah, estimated the prospecis of Holkar thus : “ Since the defeat ot 
Jeswunt Rao at Indore, where he lost the whole of his artillery, this chief h ^  
merely been able to carry on a depredatory w ar; and as he possesses no otner 
means of subsisting his troops, than by plundering, it is not unlikely that tnc> 
may disperse during the rainy monsoon. Yet should ho even find it Pra '  
ticable to retain them in his service, still they are not so formidable, eitn 
from discipline or numbers, as to create any serious grounds of alarm to t 
court.” (Ibid. p. 14.) The Governor-General, in his letter to the S*c 
Committee, 24th of December, 1802, speaking oi'the situation of the 
previous to the battle of the 24th of October, says: “ The superteri ,y 
Jeswunt Rao Holkar’s troops, in number and discipline, to those ot the ;; 
and l.owlut Rao Sindiah, rendered the issue of any contest nearly certa 
Ibid. p. 29.—M. the

The cavalry of Holkar gave way after an unsuccessful charge uP°n . _ 
Peshwa's household horse, but they were stopped, and led again into act 
by Holkar himself. The victory was owing to his personal efforts, ;i'ia r . 
steadiness of his infantry, under European officers. The fullest account o  
is given by Grant: that of Malcolm agrees with it in the most essential pom*» 
Holkar’s <>wn share in restoring the day. Mahr. Hist. iii. 20G. Central Indi ^ 
i, 22G,—W.
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K- V e/ M c ts  o f  h o l k a h ’s VICTORY. k ^ i '  J
aM ijyyk^'' diligence for leading the Peshwa to a con- BOOK VI. 
Wnultywith the earnest wishes of the English govern- c h a p . x i .
toeut, on the subject of the defensive alliance. ----------

A few days before the arrival of Colonel Close, the 1802- 
•Peshwa had communicated to Colonel Palmer, his prede
cessor, his consent “ to subsidize a permanent force of the 
Company’s infantry, to the extent of six battalions, with 
Gie corresponding artillery, as the Governor-General had 
Proposed ; and to assign territory in Hindustan, producing 
Gventy-five lacs of rupees annual revenue : but that the 
G'oops should be retained within the Company’s dominions 

all times, except when the Peshwa should formally 
Squire their actual services.” There was still a great 
^'stance between the compliance of the Peshwa, and the 
Governor-General’s demands. “ I am to have my last 
Private audience of the Peshwa,” says Colonel Palmer,

Ibis evening: when I will make a final effort to convince 
b's Highness of the lasting security, power, and pro
sperity,” (such was the language which the Governor- 
General and his agents held even to one another upon 
ueir scheme for reducing to dependence the Princes of 
hudustan,) « which he will derive from embracing your 

lordship’s proposals; though I apprehend, that nothing 
? .or,t of imminent and certain destruction will induce 

lni to make concessions, which militate with his deep- 
'ooted jealousy and prejudices,” (so the aversion to a final 

| enunciation of all independent power was coolly deno
minated ;) “ of which ho thinks,” continues the despatch, 
that he had already made extraordinary sacrifices.”1 

.. The negotiation languished for six months, because 
, Governor-General, who, during a considerable part of 

I |>at tune, was earnestly endeavouring to accomplish a 
1 l̂Qlilar treaty with Dowlut Rao Sindiah, did not transmit 
i 0 the Resident his instructions upon the subject of this 
. Ib'opoa^ till the month of June.

f ir in g  this interv'al, tho new Resident had time to 
3 k e  his observations upon the character and views of 

j be Pe3hwa! 0f which he delivered a most unfavourable 
j ’Port. “ Every day’s experience,” said he, “ tends to 
J ^ g th e n  the impression, that from tho first, your Lord- 
V s  amicable and liberal views, in relation to this state,

1 Papers, ut supra, p. 39, 40.
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vaOSS^Yi; have not only beeto discordant with the natural di^p<*ifcp8 
xi. of the Peshwa; but totally adverse to that selfish and

---------- wicked policy, which, in a certain degree, he seems to
1.802. kave realized : a slight recurrence to the history of his 

machinations is sufficient to demonstrate, that, in the 
midst of personal peril, and the lowest debasement, he 
viewed the admission of permanent support from your 
Lordship with aversion.”

“ With regard to the Peshwa’s government,” he says,
« it seems, if possible, to become less respectable ever}' 
day. The great families of the state, with whom he is at 
variance, prevail over him at every contest.”1 .

When the instructions of the Governor-General arrived, 
he remarked, upon the stipulation of the Peshwa respe 
ing the station of the subsidized battalions, that “ ittl'.o 
PeSshwa should ever conclude subsidiary engagements on 
these terms, he would never apply for the aid of the stipu
lated force, except in cases of the utmost emergency. 
and his expectation probably is, that the knowledge 01 
his ability to command so powerful a body of troops would 
alone be sufficient to give due weight to his authority, and 
to preclude any attempt which might otherwise he made 
for the subversion of it.”

Ou the next great point, “ as the Peshwa,” he said)
« probably derives no revenue from the territory which 
he proposes to assign for the charges of the subsidiary 
force ; and his authority in it is merely nominal, his power 
and resources would not in any degree be reduced by the 
cession; and the situation of the districts would be too 
distant and distinct from those territories in which the 
Peshwa’s authority is established and acknowledged, to 
excite in his mind any apprehension of being ov crave 
or controlled by the proximity of the Company s ten  
torial power and resources. In his Excellency s jucS , 
ment, therefore, the cession of the proposed te m to ry i , 
Hindustan would not in any degree contribute to ren 1 
the Peshwa dependent on the support of the Bri • -

1X The expense, also, both of taking and of retaining pos j 
session of these territories, surrounded as they were D >? 
the territories of other Maliratta chiefs, and subjee o 

* Papers, ut supra, p. 42, 4G.
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their claims, was stated by tbe Governor-General as a BOOK VI. 
ground of objection. c h a p . x i .

Upon the whole, he observes, “By this arrangement, the ---------
Beshwa would derive the benefit of our support, without 180i 
becoming subject to our control.” He, therefore, con
cludes ; “ Under all these circumstances his Excellency is 
decidedly of opinion that an unqualified concurrence in 
the Peshwa’s propositions would produce more injury 
than benefit to the British interests in India.” At the 
same time, “ From the view,” he declares, “ which has 
thus been taken of the disposition and conduct of the 
Peshwa towards the British power ; and from a considera
tion of tbe actual condition of his government, with re
ference both to its internal weakness, and to the state of 
its external relations, it is to be inferred, that in the 
actual situation of affairs, no expectation can reasonably be 
entertained of the Peshwa's acquiescence in any arrange
ment founded on the basis of the Governor-General’s 
original propositions.”

IVhat was then to be done? Was the pursuit of the 
subsidizing arrangement to be resigned 1 The desires of 
the Governor-General were too ardent for that conclusion.
He resolved, on the other hand, to accede to the wishes 
of tbe Peshwa, in regard to the station of the troops, pro
vided he would either assign a less exceptionable terri
tory, or even engage to pay a competent annual sum from 
his treasury.1

Of the discussions on this new proposition, the detailed 
reports have not been communicated to parliament, and 
hence the particulars are unknown. Though Bajee Kao 
manifested, as the Governor-General informed his honour
able masters, a solicitude apparently more sincere than 
formerly, to contract defensive engagements with the 
British government, he would assent to no admissible mo
dification of the proffered plan, till Joswunt Kao Holkar 
Was in the vicinity of Poonab.

To whomsoever of the two antagonists the impending 
. contest should yield the ascendancy, the Peshwa perfectly 
• foreknew that the result would be equally fatal to his 

authority. On the 11th of October, he transmitted
’ See, for these facts and quotations, Oovemor-Cieneral’s Instructions to the 

fcesideut at Poonah, dated 3rd of June, 1802 ; papers, ut supra, p. 33—39.
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v.sTIclIic Vi.'through his principal minister a set of proposals. E&thf 
British Resident. In these, P was proposed to ag-ce, that 

—— the troops should bo permam itly stationed wituin his 
1»02. dominions, and that a district should bo assigned for their 

maintenance in his territories bordering on the Too®' ; 
budra.1 2 We are informed by the Governor-General, that 
“ during the discussions which ensued on the basis oi ' 
these propositions, the evasive conduct of the Peshwa 
excited considerable doubts of his sincerity, even at that 
stage of the negotiation: and that on the 24th of Oc
tober, when the army of Jeswunt Rao Holkar had arrived 
within a few miles of Poonah, the Peshwa despatched a 
deputation to that chieftain, with distinct proposals f°r 
an accommodation, which Jeswunt Rao Ilolkar rejected.’

On the day of the action, the Peshwa, surrounded by a 
body of troops, waited for tho result, and then fled ' 
leaving in the hands of his minister, for the British Resi
dent, a preliminary engagement to subsidize six battalion8' 
with their proportion of artillery, and to cede a country) 
either in Guzerat or the Carnatic, yielding twenty-flvC 
lacs of rupees.

The wishes of the Gov ernor-General were accomplished) 
beyond his expectation. And he ratified the engagement 
on the day on which it was received.3

Two grand objects now solicited the attention of the 
British government. Tho first was the restoration of the 
Peshwa ; and his elevation to that height of power, which, 
nominally his, actually that of the British government, 
might suffice to control the rest of the Mahratta states. 
The next was, to improve this event for imposing 9 
similar treaty upon others of the more powerful Mahra^9 l 
princes; or, at any rate, to prevent, by all possible mean3, 
their alarm from giving birth to an immediate war, which 
(especially in the existing state of the finances) might 
expose the present arrangement to both unpopularity and 
trouble.

The following occurrences were meanwhile taking pln.ee*

1 Papers, ut supra, p, G3. mrit"
2 Ibid. p. 30.—M. The proposals were no doubt insincere, for Grant 

that the Peshwa entertained no doubt of Holknr’s being defeated, 
purport of the only mission noticed by the author of the Mahrfttta * 
was a command to Holkar to retire, iii. 206.—W.

3 Ibid. p. 30, 64 .



:DINGS OF IIOLKAR AT TOONAH. k 2 7 9 ^,
having repaired in the first instance to a BOOK VI. 

fortress, not far distant from Poonah, afterwards pursued c r a p , xl

. 13 flight to the fortress of Mhar, on the river Bancoote, ---------
ln the Concan, a maritime country on the western side of 1802- 
the Ghauts. Holkar, whose object it probably was to ob
tain possession of the person of the Pcshwa, and to make 
the same use of his authority which had been made by 
Sindiah, attempted, but not with sufficient rapidity, to in
tercept his flight.

Disappointed in this prospect, Holkar turned his views 
to Amrut Rao, the adopted son of the Peshwa’s father, the 
«lte Ragoba ; and detaching a body of troops to the place 
°f his residence, brought him to Poonah. The Peshwa’s 
flight from his capital was treated as an abdication, or 
akin to an abdication, of the government; and affairs 
Were administered in the name of Amrut Rao.1

To the British Resident, who remained at Poonah, when 
it fell into the hands of Holkar, that chieftain, as well as 
Aramt Rao, diligently represented their views as friendly 
toward the British state, or even submissive; and they 
employed their earnest endeavours to prevail upon him to 
letnain at Poonah. As this, however, might appear to 
afford the sanction of his government to the new au
thority, he thought it his duty to withdraw, and having, 
not without difficulty, obtained that permission, departed 
°D the 28th of November.
u “ At the conferences,” says the Governor-General, 

holdeu, by the Resident, with Amrut Rao and Jeswunt 
Dao Holkar, on the eve of the Resident’s departure from 
Roonah, both those chieftains expressed the solicitude for 
the preservation of the friendship of the British govern
ment ; and directly and earnestly appealed to the Resident 
for his advice in the present situation of affairs. Jeswunt 
Rao Holkar expressly intimated a wish for the mediation 
°f the Resident, for the express purpose of effecting an 
Accommodation with the Peshwa.” 2 

The Peshwa seemed unable to believe himself in safety, 
any place accessible to Jeswunt Rao Holkar ; and

1 Not as Peshwa but as Recent for his son VLnayak Rao, who was placed 
y  Holkar on the musnud. The Government was, however, conducted by 
A®nitRao. Mahr. Hist. H i, 223.-W .

'  Papers, ut supra, iii. p. 32, 223.
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BOOK VI. requested that a British ship might be sent to Banooote, to 
^^chap. xi. convey him, when ho should account it necessary, to Bom*

■---------  bay. This determination the Resident at Poonah thought
1802. not be advisable to encourage. But, “ under the

determination,” says the Governor-General, “ which I had 
adopted, of employing every effort for the restoration of 
the Peshwa’s authority, and in the actual situation of the 
Peshwa’s affairs, it appeared to me, to be extremely de
sirable, that the Peshwa should immediately place himself 
under the protection of the British power, by retiring t° 
Bombay.” 1

The Resident from Poonah arrived at Bombay on the 
3rd of December. The Peshwa, notwithstanding the per
mission to place himself under the protection of the 
British government at Bombay, had yet remained in the 
Concan, with a declared desire, however, of repairing t0 
his own city of Bassein, where he would enjoy the protec
tion of a British force. His minister arrived at Bombay 
on the 8th of December. At a conference, the next day, 
with Colonel Close, he expressed the earnest desire of his 
master to conclude the proposed engagements with the 
British government ; to the end that, all its demands 
being complied with, and all obstacles removed, he might 
as speedily as possible be restored to his authority by the 
British troops. On the 16th, the Peshwa arrived at Bas
sein ; and was presented with a draught of the proposed 
treaty. The 18th was appointed for the day on which the 
arrangement should be completed. After a long discus
sion, the whole of the draught was accepted, with soio® 
alterations in one or two of tho articles. And the treaty,

■ called, from the place of transaction, the treaty of BaS' 
sein, was signed on the 31st.

The great and leading articles were those to which the
1 Papers, lit supra, p. 31,32. “ 1 cousldeml.’Ule further says, “ that tins 1 jp'1 

sure would preclude all hazard of precipitating hostilities with Jeswunt ** 
Holkar, by any advance of the British troops, for the protection of the *
person ; and would enable the British government to open a negotiation w1 - 
Je.-'.vnnt Rao Holkar for the restoration of the Pesliwn on the mir-mtu 
Poonah, under every circumstance of advantage. This event would » 
enable us to combine with our other measures, under great advantage, 
proposed negotiation with Sindiah, for the conclusion of defensive arraT1:7pi 
men;.-. It was obvious, also, that the Peshwa’s arrival at Bombay " f|lG 
•ihy.d the most favourable opportunity for the adjustment of the terms y  ^  
defensive alliance with the Peshwa, on the basis of my original pr<>i,oslt 1 
with the addition of such stipulations ns might appear to be expedient)' 
reference to the actual crisis of affaire.”



^^twariSijgaged himself, by a paper left behind him, when BOOK VI. 
he fled from Poouah ; the permanent establishment within c h a p . xi.
his dominions of the force hired from the Company ; and ---------
the assignment of a portion of territory, convenient for I®®- 
the English, as the equivalent in exchange. Of the re
maining articles, the most important was that by which 
the Peshwa bound himself never to make war upon any 
state, but to submit all his differences with other powers 
to the English ; and, in short, not to hold any intercourse 
■"’lth other states, except in concert with the English 
government.

A local affair of Considerable importance was comruo- 
diously regulated through this treaty. The pecuniary 
claims of the Peshwa upon Surat, and the territory lately 
ceded by the Gaekwar in Guzerat, were commuted for a 
territory yielding a revenue of the same annual amount.

In one respect, this Mahratta ally was left in a situation 
different from the situation of those other allies, the Na
bobs of Oudo and the Carnatic. In their case the English 
rulers insisted upon a power of ordering, agreeably to 
their wisdom, the internal administration of the country ; 
or, rather, of taking it wholly into their hands ; alleging, 
as cause, the bad government of those rulers, which it was 
neither consistent with the interest, nor the humanity, 
nor the honour of the English government, to render itself 
the means of preserving in existence. With regard to the 
°ne of these powers, the design was partially, with regard 
1° the other, it was completely, executed. With the 
Peshwa, for the present, the same demand for good go
vernment produced not the same effects. In the 17th 
article of the treaty, “ The Honourable Company’s Go
vernment,” it is said, “ hereby declare, that they have no 
manner of concern with any of his Highness’s children 
relations, subjects, or servants ; with respect to whom his 
Iligbness is absolute.” Nay more, “ the subsidiary force 
is to be at all times ready for such services as the due 
correction of his Highness’s subjects and dependants, and 
file overawing and chastising of rebels, or exciters of dis
turbance.” In other words, to what degree soever of 
misery the vices of the Peshwa’s government may reduce 
bis subjects, the English have “ no manner of concern ” with 
th a t: but, if these unhappy subjects make any effort to
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BOOK. VI. relieve themselves, the English troops shall be employed 
c h a p . x i .  in exterminating them. When combinations of rulers
—  -----  take place, and the control of subjects is sufficiently re-

1802, moved, tho treatment which is carved out for subjects is
pretty much the same, whether the soil be Asiatic or Eu
ropean ; the subjects, Mahrattas or French.1

The turn which tho councils of Sindiah might take, or 
might receive, in consequence of the present transactions 
with the Peshwa, was the object which next solicited, and 
that in a high degree, the attention of the British govern
ment. By a letter dated the 16th of November, 1802, the 
Resident at Poonah is apprized, “ that it is the Governor- 
General’s intention to avail himself immediately of the 
state of affairs at Poonah, and of the defeat of Sindiah’s 
troops by' Holkar, to renew overtures to Sindiah, for the 
purpose of inducing that chieftain to enter into the terms 
of the general defensive alliance.” And along with the 
notification of the engagements concluded with the 
Peshwa, Sindiah received an invitation to co-operate with 
the British government in the restoration of that chief 1° 
his throne, and also proposals for a treaty to be concluded 
with himself, on terms similar to those which had been 
accepted by the Peshwa.2

In another letter, on the 22nd of the same month, the 
Governor-General still further unfolded his policy. “ In 
fulfilling the obligation now imposed on us, of reinstating 
the Peshwa in his government and restoring his authority, 
his Excellency is anxious ; first, to avoid all contest with 
Sindiah or Ilolkar ; and secondly, to refrain from checking 
the progress of the present warfare between these chief
tains.” As the immediate march of the British troops 
for the restoration of the Peshwa would be likely to begin 
a war between Holkar aud the Company, and to ter
minate that between him and Sindiah; as the inter
mediate period, at the same time, “ presented the most 
favourable crisis for the accomplishment of his Excel
lency’s views of defensive alliance with Sindiah ; ” and, as 
“ a delay in the advance of tho troops might afford the

1 Tl.ut i3 an unfair view of the stipulation, which was not designed O r th 0.
but their chiefs, whose turbulence and power, as in the cas’ 

'•’p-'iiali and Holkar. demanded that the Peshwa should be protected 
Utera.— W.

2 Papers, ut supra, p.64, 67.
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NfilS&fiSSadvnntage of improving the terms of the defensive BOOK VI. 
alliance with the Peshwa, by obtaining his consent to chap. xi.
those conditions which he theretofore rejected,” the Resi- --------- -
de'nt was informed that there was no occasion to he in a 1802- 
hiirry, in commencing operations for tho reinstatement of 
the Peshwa.1

Though the Governor-General expressed his conviction, 
that “ nothing hut necessity would induce Sindiah to co
operate in the success of the present arrangement;” he 
yet entertained the hope, that he would perceive his 
inability to prevent that success ; and, as the engagement 
With the Peshwa would place him under the power of the 
English, whether he consented to the plan of hired troops,
°r did not consent to it, that ho would account de- 
pendance, with the benefit of their alliance, less objec
tionable than dependance, without it.2 The home autho
rities, accordingly, who are always presented with the fair 
face of things, were told by his Excellency, under date the 
24th of December, 1802, “ I entertain a confident expecta
tion of the complete accomplishment of all our views, and 
of the restoration of tranquillity within tho Mahratta 
dominions, by the means of amicable negotiation. It 
appears probable that Sindiah will cordially co-operate 
with tho British government, in the restoration of the 
Peshwa’s authority ; and will consent, in the actual state 
of his own affairs, to become a party in the proposed sys
tem of defensive arrangements.”3

Yet the Resident at Poonah is told, in a letter dated the 
30th of tho same m onth: “ Notwithstanding the Peshwa’s 
recent recognition of his engagements with you, his Excel
lency the Governor-General is induced to apprehend, from 
the general tenor of the information contained in your 
despatches, and from the character and disposition of tho 
Peshwa, that his Highness is more disposed to rely on the 
exertions of Sindiah, than on those of the British govern
ment, for his restoration to the musniul of Poonah.”
Under such views, “his Highness,” he added, “ may possi
bly evade the conclusion of a definitive treaty, ou the 
basis of the preliminary engagement. This result will bo 
tendered still more probable by an accommodation between 
Sindiah and Holkar, The intelligence contained in a despatch

‘ G0ijx

1 Papers, ut supra, p. 64, 65. 3 Ibid, P- 67. 3 Ibid. p. 33.



V^BO.QK^"1 from the Resident with Dowlut Rao Sindiah, under date tbs 
cha p . xi. 19th instant, strongly indicates the probability of that 
■— event. And it is apparent, that the principal inducement, 

i802. both of Sindiah and Holkar, to enter into such accommo
dation, is the apprehension which they entertain of the in
terference of the British power, for the restoration and 
establishment of the Peshwa’s authority. I t may bo ex
pected, therefore, that an accommodation between these 
chieftains will be accompanied by proposals to the Peshwa, 
under the mediation and guarantee of Sindiah, of a nature 
which his Highness may be disposed to accept, rather than 
be indebted for the restoration of his authority to the in- 
teiposition of the British government.” 1 I t was the 10th 
of February, 1803, before the Governor-General disclosed 
to the home authorities his opinion that, “ the know
ledge,” as he expresses it, “ of our arrangement with the 
Peshwa, may induce Dowlut Rao Sindiah, and Holkar, to 
compromise their differences ; and to offer to the Peshwa 
proposals for restoring his Highness to the musnud of 
Poonah, which his Highness may be disposed to ac
cept, notwithstanding the actual conclusion of engage
ments for that purpose with the British government.” -

With regard to the policy which the state of things 
created by this conduct would suggest, he says: “ In such 
an event, it is not my intention to attempt to compel the 
Peshwa to adhere to the faith of his engagements, at the 
hazard of involving the Company in a war with the com
bined Mahratta states.” 3

This is an admission, that the probable evil of a war 
with the combined Mahratta states was more than a 
counterbalance for the probable good to be derived from 
placing them all in dependence; the effect, which the 
treaty with the Peshwa, he said, would produce, whether 
they entered, or refused to enter, into the scheme for hir
ing the British troops.

Notwithstanding this opinion of the preponderant evil of 
a war with the combined Mahratta states, the Governor- 
General declares, that, if the Peshwa adhered to his engage
ments, and had the concurrence of his principal subjects, 
lie should not allow the chance of any other opposition to 
deter him. Yet from that preponderant evil, the power of
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1 Papers, ut supra, p. ?G. 3 Ibid. p. 6«. a Ibid.



would still be the only defalcation ; and how BOOK VI. 
h f tle u ie  account which could be justly made of the chap, xl
power of the Peshwa, the Governor-General was amply in- ---------
formed.1 1802.

To one view, taken by the Marquis Wellesley, of the 
question of restoring the Mahratta sovereign, philosophy 

not withhold unqualified praise. “The stipulations 
uf treaty” (says he, in his instructions, dated 2nd of Fe- 
bruary, to 1803, the Governor of Fort St. George), “on which 
I founded my intention to facilitate the restoration of the 
Peshwa’s authority, originated in a supposition that the 
*uajority of the Mahratta jaghiredars and the body of the 
Peshwa’s subjects, entertain a desire of co operating in 
that measure. Justice and wisdom would forbid any 
attempt to impose upon the Mahrattas a ruler, whose 
restoration to authority was adverse to every class of his 
subjects. The recent engagements with the Peshwa in
volve no obligation of such an extent. Whatever might 
be the success of our arms, the ultimate objects of these 
engagements could not be attained, by a course of policy 
so violent and extreme. If, therefore, it should appear, 
that a decided opposition to the restoration of the Peshwa 
is to be expected, from the majority of the Mahratta 
jaghiredars, and from the body of the Peshwa’s subjects, I 
shall instantly relinquish every attempt to restore the 
Peshwa to the musnud of Poonah.” 2

tnY* niade a VC!T material difference, however, whether the Peshwa desired 
I? depart from the conditions of the treaty, or whether he desired to observe 
rneie. The (iovemor-General would not comp.': him to adhere to the faith of 
f113 engagement, but if he did so voluntarily, it wus, of cour.-e, im umbent upon 
n»e English faithfully to fulfil the promises of support which they hud made to 
him. h  whs not a question oi the degree in which the Peshwa’s c-ojieradon 
hnght or might not diminish the chances of unsuccessful war, but whether the 
British character for faithful observance ol their political engagements should 
he forfeited or preserved. No risk of war could be put in balance with national 
reputation. It is true, that the Peshwa had scarcely signed the treaty of 
Hussein, when, with that duplicity which characterized his whole reign, and 
eventually hurled him from his throne, he began intriguing with Sindiali and 
the Raj-, of Lsorur, to instigate them to hostilities against the English, with the 
prolesM:d, but, possibly, insincere hope, that they would release him from the 
dependence to which lie had precipitately subjected himself. This negotiation 
was kept secret from his new allies ; and any show of reluctance on their part 
to reconduct him to Poonah, wou d, no doubt, have been met by the most 
vehement remonstrance, and earn; -t protestations of fidelity and attachment 
They had uo present reason, therefore, to suppose that they were forcing upon 
the Peshwa an unacceptable alliance, and as long as lie manifested the will to 
keep his engagements, they were bound in honour and in policy to hazard 
war, if war was the consequence of the treaty which they had formed.—\y 

2 Papers, ut supra, p. 7d.
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