
IiOOK lî f. from a position 400 yards in advance of their general in* 
c h a p , via trenchments; and a parallel was established on the spot.

within <80 yards of the fort. In the evening, the follow- 
‘ ‘ in3 letter from the Sultan was received in camp :

In the letter of Lord Alornington, it is written, that 
the clearing up of matters at issue is proper, and that 
therefore you, having been empowered for the purpose, 
\u appoint such persons as you judge proper for con- 

noting a conference, and renewing the business of a 
ae.vy. \  ou are the well-wisher of both Sircars. In this 

matter what is your pleasure 1 Inform me, that a con­
ference may take place.”

On the 22nd, General Harris replied by a letter, stating, 
that security, not conquest, was the object of the English 
government, to whose pacific propositions he complained 
that Tippoo had hitherto refused to listen; and transmitted 
the draught of a preliminary treaty, drawn up according 
to the second and severest set of terms contained in tho 
Governor-General's instructions.

In tiii; situation to which affairs were now reduced, the 
annexation of the following severities was deemed advis­
able. That four of the Sultan’s sons, and four of his gene­
rals, to be named by the British commander, should be 
given up as hostages. That acceptance of these conditions 
should be transmitted under his hand and seal within 
wenty-four hours ; and the hostages, and one crore of ru­

pees, be delivered m forty-eight. And that if these pledges
' ,n.°v glfVe“> th® Bf tlsh comniander would hold him­

self at liberty to extend his demands for security, even to 
the possession of the fort of Seringapatam, till the conclu­
sion of a definitive treaty.

It was the instruction of the Governor-General, that the 
set of terms now put in the shape of a treaty should be 
sent just before the opening of the batteries upon the fort 
o Set ingapatam. But the advanced period of the season, 
and the failure of provisions, when nothing but possession 
o le fort could, in the opinion of General Harris, justi fy 
urn in the delaying the siege for an instant, made him 
com t ; hazardous to be the leader in an overture toward 

C , '  sentiments to which the Governor-General 
in t ue progress of events are thus described

own words. “Inwards the end of April, fresh circumv
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IONS AGAINST SEUINGAPATAM. l A U

. which disposed me to tliink, that if the BOOK VI. 
course of the war should favour the attempt, it would be c h a p , vm*
prudent and justifiable entirely to overthrow to power ot -------- -
Tippoo. Accordingly, on the 23rd of April, I signified to 1‘99- 
Lieutenant-General Harris my wish, that the power and 
resources of Tippoo Sultan should be reduced to the 
lowest state, and even utterly destroyed, if the events of 
the war should furnish the opportunity.” 1

On the night of the 24th, the approaches to the fort 
were advanced 250 yards. On the 25th, a battery of four 
guns was erected to destroy the defences of some works 
which bore on the assailants ; and it opened with consi­
derable effect on the morning of the 26th. The enemy’s 
guns were now almost wholly silenced. On the evening of 
the same day, the enemy’s intrenchments, in advanco, were 
attacked; and carried, after an obstinate contest, which 
lasted a great part of the night. This acquisition was im­
portant, because it furnished the ground on which the 
breaching batteries were to bo erected. The British troojis 
occupied the works on the 27th; and in the following 
night made their lodgment secure.

On the morning of the 28th, another letter arrived from 
the Sultan, intimating the magnitude of the questions to 
he determined, and signifying his intention to send two 
persons, for the immediate commencement of a conference, 
without which an adjustment of so much importance 
could not ho satisfactorily performed. To this the Gene­
ral replied, that no modification would be made of the 
terms akeady transmitted ; that ambassadors were, there­
fore, unnecessary, and would not bo received, unless they 
were accompanied by the hostages and specie, already de­
manded ; and that only till three o'clock the nest day 
would time bo allowed for an answer.
■ A breaching battery of six guns was erected on the 
night of the 28th; and on the morning of the 30th it 
began to fire. On the first day it demolished part of the 
the outward wall at the west angle of the fort, and made 
an impression on the masonry of the Las! on within it.
On the second its fire was attended with increased effect.
An additional battery, constructed on the night of April 
the 30th, opened in the morning of the 2nd of Hay. On

1 Letter to Directors, 3rd August, 179!), nt supra.
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' X ~!?5 J L t}l0 3J J’ tbe breaob appeared to be practicable, and pre- 
-:ci . tv ^n . parations were eagerly made for the assault. On the 

1793 morning of the 4th, the troops destined for the service 
trZ  ?• d 111 tbe benches before day-light, that no es- 
thoii. Ular? n^ vemenf might serve to put the enemy 0° 
Piet ?Uai- ‘ .Z e befdi Hie day, when the people of tho 

x av3nS taken their mid-day repast, give themselves 
/  a se ŝon °f repose, and when it was expected that 
I001*  311 Hie fort would be least prepared to resist, 

+ ’ fl °feU i01> ^be bour attack. Pour regiments and 
n 1 companies of Europeans, three coi’ps of grenadier 

Z  and Hie Nizam’s troops, formed the party
1 e assault. Colonels Sherbrooke, Dunlop, Dalrymple> 
ar ener, and Mignan, commanded tho flank corps ; and 
e conduct of the enterprise was intrusted to Major- 
eneral Baird, who had solicited tho dangerous service'
' one o clock the troops began to move from the trenches, 
e width, and rocky channel of the river, though at that 

1 fZ" C°nfaiic d but little water, its exposure to the fire 
o fort, the imperfection of the breach, the strength of 

no place, the numbers, courage, and skill of its defenders, 
o vaunted suck an accumidation of difficulties, that no- 

conrL ^ r w " 1 unbounded confidence in the force and 
with hon! V ilC“ °0uld bave inaPfred a prudent General 
b» 1 of the SUCCe'?- The Hoops descended into the
fire, w c i r c o ^ a regar(Uess °f  a “ °US
fort t “e J S S ,  QenT al Harris sat down before the 
tort, the Sultan had remained on the ramparts, varying his 
po.hion according to the incidents of the siege The ge- 
m-iul charge of the angle attacked, was givfn to Soyod 
Saheb and Seyed Goffhkr, the last, an iffile officer wdio

nnm L  Sf ^ r0er-U1 the E“gl^ h aervice> a»d i» tbe umber of the prisoners at the disaster of Colonel Bratb- waite.
The angie 0f the fort which the English attackod was of 

lwZ ? nature, that a entrenchment to cut it off might 
.c^-by effected; and +his was counselled by the 

the qJZ 10101!s of Hie Mysorean officers. But the mind of 
pears to T ’ Wl':cb W8S alwavs defective in judgment, ap- 
vantairM nfVi!-b€t n:pr.ematureIy weakeued by tbe disad- 

8 bis “ituation. By the indulgence of arbitrary



EJMSTANCES OF THE ASSAULT.

inf +V, * ■ 10 a.Î s flatterers, his mind was brought BOOK YI. 
+1,;? i a , S1tuafli°n in which it could endure to hear no- ciiAr. vm.

® u wflat gratified the will of the moment. He had ---------
o k  ng y  estranged from his presence every person of a 1799. 

an y c laiacter; and surrounded himself with young men 
. nu parasites, who made it their business not only to gra- 
i y his most childish inclinations, hut to occupy him 
VUh a. perpetual succession of wretched pursuits. He 

seems, therefore, when adversity came upon him, to have 
Been rendered too effeminate to look it steadily in the 
taco ; and exploring firmly tho nature of the danger, to 
employ in the best manner the means which were in his 
power for averting it. The flatterers were able to persuado 
him, partly that the fort was too strong to he taken, partly 
that God would protect him ; and they maintained suc­
cessfully that indecision which was now congenial to tho 
relaxed habit of his mind. “ Ho is surrounded,” said 
Seyed Goffhar, who was wounded early in the siego,
“ by boys and flatterers, who will not let him see with 
his own eyes. I do not wish to survive the result. I  
am going about in search of death, and cannot find 
it. 1

On the morning of tho 4th, Seyed Goffhftr, whom from 
the number of men in the trenches inferred the intention 
to assault, sent information to the Sultan. The Sultan 
returned for answer, that it was good to be on the alert, 

ut assured him, as persuaded by the flatterers, that tho 
assault would not take place till night. And in the mean­
time he was absorbed in religious and astrological opera­
tions ; the one, to purchase tho favour of heaven ; the 
other, to ascertain its decrees. Seyed Goffhar,” says Colo­
nel Wilks, “ having satisfied himself, by further observe- 
tioii, that on© hour would not elapse before the assault 
would commence, hurried in a state of rage and despair 
towards the Sultan : ‘I  will go,’ said he, * and drag him to 
the breach, and make him see by what a set of wretches 
lie in surrounded j I  will compel him to exert himself at 
this last moment.’ He was going, and met a party of 
Pioneers, whom he had long looked for in vain, to cut 
ofl the approach by the southern rampart ‘ I must first ’ 
said he, ‘ show those people the work they have to do ■’



and in the act of giving his instructions, was killed by a 
^£i£iprviii. cannon-shot.” 1

1799. „ Tlie Sultan was about to begin his mid-day repast under
,SIlla,. teuL a*- bis usual station, on the northern face, 

C m f .le u.ews Y33 brought him of the death of Seyed 
J r.’ ,a , e icited strong agitation. Before the repast 

• .. !l‘s !ai ’ l̂e beard that the assault was begun. Ho 
, a ,:}U. 5 0I(lered the troops that were about him, to stand 

, • , 011 arms» commanded the carbines to be loaded, 
\IC, 1 u servants in attendance carried for his own use, 

turned along the northern rampart to the beach, 
n less than seven minutes from the period of issuing 

rom he trenches, the British colours were planted on the 
summit of the breach.” It was regulated, that as soon as 

e assailants surmounted the rampart, one half of them 
s lould w heel to the right, the other to the left, and that 

ley should meet over the eastern gateway. The right, 
1 tn WaS ^  General Baird, met with little resistance, 

h as the enemy, lest retreat should be cut off) aban­
doned the cavaliers, and as the inner rampart of the 
sou h-western face was exposed to a perfect enfilade, 

e assailants on the left were opposed in a different 
ner' i Lieutenant-Colonel Dunlop, by whom it was 

ommanded, received a wound in the ascent; and tbo 
tlie "v! bas86(b the nearest traverse, as th6 column quitted 

o reach. A succession of well-constructed traverses 
n xx'- hlaS  ̂ v'S°rously defended; and a banking fire of 
unoi^rn ’ r̂0m bluer rampart, did great execution 
attacf l assii'lants. -All the commissioned officers, 
, Y 1'.1 ^he lading companies, were soon either killed 

JSV  , ’ an<̂  bbe loss would, at any rate, have been 
Wd ’ it UOt .a ver^ cr’tical assistance been received. 
w en 6 assailants first surmounted the breach, they 
...  ̂ n° a bttle surprised by the sight of a deep, and, to 
int,,v'1 unl,,lSsable ditch between the exterior and 
men! i .* ■' aeb;Dce- A dotachmeut of the 12th regi ■ 
I  f) f ,Ul.Vn^ discovered a narrow strip of the terre-plein, 

‘ *o passage of the woikmen, got up the inner

?! Ow%f,:j.!; 1 3  *%■ For the interior history of the Mvsoreons.
vai,tatrcn • ,,V ’ ' 110 afterwards governed the country, enioved sing11'

9 ■"‘■..os hi, toforu^ “'»y 1 iiUdo in hia discrimination of tile sources o“a

__/ V
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,£/*be enWadecl face, -without much opposition ; BÔ iUf 
apa,. wneehiig to the left, drove before them the mus- chap. vm. 
que eci., who were galling the assailants of the left attack, “

, e,? a,“ J35*' reached the flank of the traverse, which 1|j5'
F vtP 'v! en<̂ eĉ  by the Sultan. The two columns of the 

e.,\s ’ on bbe outer and inner rampart, then moved in a 
I os]i ion to expose the successive traverses to a front and 

1111 v jo at the same time ; and forced the enemy from 
one to another, till they perceived the British of the right 
a tack, over the eastern gate, and ready to fall upon them 
jn the rear; when they broke and hastened to escape, 
the Sultan continued on foot during the greater part of 
this time, performing the part rather of a common soldier, 
than a general, firing several times upon the assailants 
with his own hands. But a little boforo the time at which 
his troops resigned tho contest, he complained of pain and 
weakness in one of his legs, in which he had received a 
severe wound when young, and ordered a horse. When 
abandoned by his men, instead of seeking to make his 
escape, which the proximity of the water-gate would have 
rendered easy, he made his way toward the gate into the 
interior fort. As he was crossing to the gate by the 
cemmunication from the outer rampart, he received a 
musquet-ball in the right side, nearly as high as the 

rc-ast, but still pressed on, till he arrived at the gate, 
fugitives, from within, as well as from without, were 
crowding in opposite directions to this gate; and the 
t o achment of the I2th had descended into the body of 

o place, for the purpose of arre ing the influx of the 
gilives iroru the outer works. The two columns of tho 

assailants, one without the gato, and one within, wore now 
pouring into it a destructive fire from both sides, when 
the Sultan arrived. Endeavouring to pass, he received 
another wound from the fire of the inner detachment; his 
horse also, being wounded, sunk under him, and his 
turban fell to the ground, while his friends dropped 
rapidly around him. His attendants plaoed him in his 
palankeen, but the place was already so crowded, and 
choked up with the dead and the dying, that he could 
Uyt, be removed. According to the statement of a servant 
who survived, some English soldiers, a few minutes after­
wards, entered tho gateway ; and one of them offering to

«
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T^QOR^YI. pull off the sword-belt of the Sultan, which was very rich, 
c u a i '. viii. Tippoo, who still held his sabre in his hand, made a cut at 
— —— him with all his remaining strength. The man, wounded 

1 ■ " •  in the knee, put his firelock to his shoulder, and the Sultan,
receiving the ball in his temple, expired.

The two bodies of assailants, from the right and the left 
had met over the Eastern gateway; and°the palace was 
the only place within the fort not now in their possession. 
In this the faithful adherents of Tippoo, whose fate was yet 
unknown, were expected to make a desperate stand in 
defence of their sovereign and his family. The troops, 
exhausted by the heat and the toils of the day, stood in 
need of refreshment. In the mean-time Major Allan was 
sent with a guard to inform the persons within the palace, 
that if they surrendered immediately their lives should be 
secured; that any resistance, on the other hand, would bo 
fatal to them all. When that officer arrived at the palace, 
before which a part of the British troops were already 
drawn up, he observed several persons in the balcony, 
apparently in the greatest consternation. Upon com' 
municating his message, the Eelledar, another officer of 
distinction, and a confidential servant., came over tho 
terrace of the front building, and descended by an un­
finished part of the wall. They exhibited great ombarrass- 
ment, and a disposition to delay ; upon v iiich the British 
officer reminded them of their danger, and pledging him" 
self for the protection of the inmates of the palace desired 
admittance, that lie might give the same assurance to tho 
feultan himself. They manifested strong aversion to this 
proposition ; but the Majoi insisted upon returning with 
them ; and desiring wo other officers to join him they as­
cended by the broken wall, and lowered thei.1.solves down on 
a terrace, on which there was a number of armed men. The 
Major, carrying a white flag in his hand, which he 
formed on the spur of tho occasion by fastening a cloth to 
a serjeant s pike, assured them it was a pledge of security) 
provided no resistance was attempted : and as an addi- 
loiuil proof of his sincerity took off his sword, which l>e 

insisted upon placing in tho hands of the Eelledar. All 
f  '/ “icd that tho family of the Suitor was hi the palace, 

u not the Sultan himself. Their flotation and indecisio'* 
ere conspicuous. The Major was obliged to remind them,

J*
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• fury of the troops, by whom they were now
was with difficulty restrained; and that the chap. vui. 

uhnMpihnces of delay would be fatal. The rapid move- —- 
ments of several persons within the palace, where many 
hundreds of Tippoo’s troops Btill remained, made him 
begin to think the situation critical even of himself and 
his companions, by whom he was advised to take back his 
sword. As any suspicion, however, of treachery, reaching 
m their present state the minds of the British soldiers, 
would inflame them to the most desperate acts, probably 
the massacre of every human being within the palace 
walls, he had the gallantry, as well as the presence of mind 
to abstain from such an exhibition of distrust. In the 
mean time, he was entreated by the people on the terrace 
to hold the flag in a conspicuous manner, as well to give 
confidence to the people within the palace, as to prevent 
the British troops from forcing the gates. Growing im­
patient of delay, the Major sent another message to the 
Princes. They now sent him word, that he would be 
received as soon as a carpet for the purpose could be 
procured ; and in a few minutes the Ivelledar returned to 
conduct him.

He found two of the Princes seated on the carpet, sur­
rounded by attendants. “ The recollection,” says Major 
Allen, “ of Moiz ad Dien, whom on a former occasion I 
had seen delivered up with his brother, hostages to Lord 
Cornwallis; the sad reverse of their fortune ; their fear, 
which, notwithstanding their struggles to conceal it, was 
hut too evident, excited the strongest emotions of com­
passion in my mind.” He endeavoured by every mark of 
tenderness, and by the strongest auirances of protection 
and respect, to tranquillize their minds. His first object 
was, to discover where the Sultan was concealed. Ho next 
requested their consent to the opening of the gates. At 
this proposition they were alarmed. Without the autho­
rity of their father, whom they desired to consuk,.they 
were afraid to take upon themselves a decision of such 
unspeakable importance. The Major assured them, that 
ho would post a guard of their own sepoys within the 
palace, and a guard of Europeans without; that no person 
should enter but by his authority ; that he would return 
and remain with them, until General Baird should arrive;

VOL. VI. h

/ j V  W p E jlV L T A If’s  f a m il y  in  t h e  p a l a c e . ( C J T 97



that their own lives, as well as that of everyperson 
• in the palace, depended upon their compliance. Their

1799 confidence was gained. Upon opening the gate, Major 
.Allan found General Baird and several officers with a large 
body of troops assembled. I t  was not safe to admit the 
troops, who were burning for vengeance. And Major Allan 
returned to conduct the Princes, whose reluctance to quit 
the palace was not easy to be overcome, to the presence of 
the General. General Baird was one of those British 
officers who had personally experienced the cruelty of 
their father, and suffered all the horrors of a three years’ 
imprisonment in the place which he had now victoriously 
entered. His mind too had been inflamed by a report 
at that instant received, that Tippoo had murdered all the 
Europeans made prisoners during the siege. w He was 
nevertheless,” says Major Allan, “ sensibly affected by the 
sight of the Princes ; and his gallantry on. the assault was 
not more conspicuous than the moderation and humanity 
which he on this occasion displayed. Pic received the 
Princes with every mark of regard: repeatedly assured 
them that no violence or insult should be offered to them, 
and he gave them in charge to two officers to conduct 
them to head quarters in camp.” They were escorted by 
t ie light company of a European regiment; and the 
troops were ordered to pay them the compliment of pre­
senting arms as they passed.

The mind dwells with peculiar delight upon these in­
stances m which the sweet sympathies which one human 
being has with another, and which are of infinite import­
ance m private life, prevail over the destructive passion--', 
alternately the cause and consequence of war. Tho 
pleasure, at the same time, which we feci in conceiving 
the emotions produced in such a scene, lead the bulk of 
Mankind to overvalue greatly tho virtues which they 
imply. When you have glutted upon your victim tho 
passions of ambition and revenge ; wheu you have reduced 
lum from greatness and power, to thu neatness and 

spendence which mark the insect on which you tread, 
a, e"  *‘ears, mid the restraint of tho foot from the final 
s rap, are not a very arduous virtue. The grand mis- 
oij,uno is to b# made an insect. When that is done, it is 
a if any addition to the misfortune to be crashed

1*. f B  ) h  HISTORY OF BRITISH TNDT.A. V V  I



__<

VTIONS OF THE DETACHMENTS.
A._J

ie virtue to which exalted praise would be BOOK VI. 
-- which human nature is gradually ascending, chav. vm.

would be, to restrain in time the selfish desires which ---------
hurry us on to the havoc we are vain of contemplating 
with a sort of pity after we have made it. Let not the 
mercy, however, be slighted, which is shown even to the 
victim we have made. I t is so much gained for human 
nature. I t is a gain which, however late, the progress and 
diffusion of philosophy at last have produced ; they will 
m time produce other and greater results.

When the persons of the Princes were secured, Tippoo 
was to be searched for in every corner of the palace. A 
party of English troops were admitted, and those of 
Tippoo disarmed. After proceeding through several of 
the apartments, the Kelledar was entreated, if he valued 
his own life, or that of his master, to discover where he 
was concealed. That officer, laying his hand upon the hilt 
of Major Allan’s sword, protested, in the most solemn 
manner, that the Sultan was not in the palace; that he 
bad been wounded during the storm ; and was lying in a 
gateway on the northern side of the fort. He offered to 
conduct- the inquirers ; and submit to any punishment if 
be was found to have deceived. General Baird and the 
officers who accompanied him, proceeded to the sp o t; 
covered with a promiscuous and shocking heap of bodies 
Wounded and dead. At first, the bodies wore dragged out 
of the gateway to be examined, it being already too dark 
lo distinguish them where they lay. As this modo of 
examination, however, threatened to he very tedious, a 
light was procured, and Major Allan and the Kelledar went 
forward to . Aft «r i ie search, the Sultan’s
palankeen was discovered, and under it a person wounded, 
but not dead. He was afterwards ascertained to be the 
Baja Khan, one of Tippoo’s most confidential servants, 
who had attended his master during ike whole of the fatal 
day. This person being made acquainted with the object 
of the search, pointed out the spot .here the Sultan had 
fallen. The body being brought out and sufficiently re­
cognised, waB conveyed in a palankeen to the palace. It.
"'as warm when first discovered ; the eyes were open, the 
features not distorted, and Major Allan and Colonel AVel- 
lesley were for a few moments doubtful, whether it was



a^ ve- I t  had four wounds, three in the trunk, and 
ooAi'. vifi. one in the temple, the bah of which, having entered a 
— little above the right ear, had lodged in the cheek. His 

dress consisted of a jacket of tine white linen, loose 
drawers of flowered chintz, the usual girdle of the east, 
crimson-coloured, tied round his waist; and a handsome 
pouch, with a belt of silk, red and green, hung across his 
shoulder. He had an amulet on his arm ; but his orna­
ments, if he wore any, were gone.1

The speedy fall of the plac e was an event of great im 
poitance to the British arm y; for though the Genera: 
had received a casual supply of provisions from an officer 
v. hose foresight exceeded that of the men who provided 
for the army, this afforded a supply for not more than a 
small number of days. The want of draught cattle ren­
dered the magazines in the Coorg country' totally useless : 
and though theGeneral counted upon being in absolute 
want by the 6th of May, General Floyd did not return 
before the 13th with the convoys from the south. Of the 
operations which during the above transactions had taken 
place under the officers with whom General Floyd now 
returned to Seringapatam, the following are the principal. 
The corps which was placed under the command of Colonel 
Reade began by reducing the country north of Rayacottah. 
ihe plan of his operations embraced a great extent: but 
after a little progress he was apprized of the necessity of 
abandoning everything to hasten with the grain which be 
had collected to Seringapatam. The troops under Colonel 
Brown began the campaign with the siege of Caroor 
which surrendered to them without any serious resistance 
on the 5th of April. On the 8th they proceeded against 
Ei rode, and meant to prosecute the reduction of the re 
mainiiig fortresses in Coimbetore, when they were sum 
rnoned to join Colonel lieade, for the purpose of advancint 
to Seringapatam.

Colonel Heads arrived at Cauvervporam, on the 22m 
ot April, which surrendered to him without resistance. 
Having there collected the B rin ja rritan d  other supplies, 
1 e thorn under the protection of the fort, and with

iv Al/ 'p ‘ n account of the scenes a t  the  palace, and the  cate
S ultana. w ' “ <*M endi*  42) to  Beataon’s View ■ <! th e  W ar w ith Tlppo
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\  hw ueiutd'.moat proceeded to clear the pass. Tills was an But&TVr 
Ni^erati^ir if considerable difficulty, which required all his c h a p , via-

exertions till the evening of the 27th ; and the 6th of M a y ---------
aiTived before the whole of the Brinjarries had ascended. W99. 
General Ployd had by this time arrived at a place a few 
miles distant from the pass ; and on the same day he was 
reinforced by junction of the southern corps of the army 
under Colonel Brown. On the 7th of Slay, the whole 
body, with their convoy, moved from Hannoor towards 
Seringapatam. As Tippoo’s cavalry, under his best Ge­
neral, had closely followed General Floyd from Seriuga- 
patam, he expected to meet with considerable interruption 
to retard him on his return ; and from this danger he was 
saved, only by the great event which had already arrived.

Such of the sons and officers of Tippoo as were not 
taken in the fort, surrendered within a few days after the 
fate of the capital and its sovereign was known ; and an 
adventurer of the name of Dhoondia was the only excep­
tion to the quiet submission of the whole country. This 
man, of Mahratta parentage, was born in the kingdom of 
Mysore, and served in the armies both of Hyder aud 
Tippoo. He deserted during the war with Lord Corn­
wallis ; and headed a predatory band in the region of the 
Toombudra. Tippoo induced him by fair professions to 
trust himself in his hand, and then immured him in a 
prison, where he had lain for several years, when he con­
trived to make his escape during the captui-e of Seringa­
patam ; and soon collected around him a band of desperate 
adventurers ; which rendered it necessary for General 
Harris to move the army to the northward to dislodge 
him. This, however, was not the last effort of Dhoondia, 
whose history it is proper to finish at once. He was fol­
lowed by his bond of adventurers'to the south ; and made 
such rapid strides towards the establishment even of a 
sort of empire, that after a little time the government 
thought it proper to employ against him the army left 

• under Colonel Wellesley for the government of Mysore, 
i Dhoondia displayed no ordinary talents in his defence ; 

and by his activity and judgment, protracted for several 
montlis the efforts employed for his destruction. He 
could not, however, permanently resist the great supe­
riority of force which was brought against him ; and fell
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Nt^eKgYjixm a charge of cavalry which wag led by the Colonel in  
chai-. viu. person.1
---------  The Sultan, when he lost his empire and his life, was

1-33. about fifty years of age. He wag rather above the middle 
size, and about five feet eight inches high ; had a short neck 
and square shoulders, and now bordered on corpulency; 
but his limbs were slender, and his feet aud hands re­
markably small. His complexion was brown, his eyes 
largo and full, his eyebrows small and arched, his nose 
aquiline ; and in the expression of his countenance there 
was a dignity, which even the English, in spite of their 
antipathy and prejudices, felt and confessed.

Though French power was the grand resource upon 
which Tippoo relied, both for the gratification of his re­
sentments, and for his protection against that reduction to 
the condition of a pensioned Nabob, the fate to which he 
believed that he was destined by the English, he made 
some efforts, but marked with his usual want of good 
sense, for obtaining support from other quarters. Beside 
bis embassy to the Grand Signor at Constantinople, which 
cicited, without much deserving, the attention of the 
English, he opened a communication in 1796 with Zemau 
S- u, the King of the Afghans, and sent an embassv 
winch pointed out to that brother of the faith a glorious 
career against the nonbelievers or misbelievers of India, 
lho Shah might conquer Delhi, drivo out the Mahrattas 
and establish his dominion over all that region of India’ 
m one year; in the next, assail the Mahrattas and the 
Deccan from the north, while the Sultan eo-operated with 
him from the south ; and after this it would cost them 
htue trouble to extend their empire over every part of 
India. This invasion of the Afghans, the English govern­
ment for several years contemplated as an object of ap­
prehension ; and it was the ostensible aruse, why the 
Commauder-in-0liief was left in Bengal, ami the conduct 
0i the army committed to General Harris, in the last war 
against Tippoo.

The Sultan was too well apprized of the weakness of 
i i/nm Ali, to expect from his alliance auy material advan­
tage ; und, besides, he expected to induce the Mahrattas 
to yield him any useful assistance, chiefly by offering to

1 Despatches of the Duke of Wellington, i. 76.
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Ĵ m a a tikCined. from the time of the accession of Bajee chat . v j ii . 
Bao, a secret agent at Poona, whose endeavours were used 3“  
to effect an intimate union. But Bajee Bao was held in 1799' 
thraldom by Sindiah ; and any combination of Bajee Bao 
and Tippoo, which could have a tendency to emancipate 
the Peshwa from his subjection, was opposed by the in­
terests of Soindiah ; and though Scindiah would have been 
well contented to join with the Sultan in any scheme of 
hostilities against the English, if it were not attended 
with danger, ho was too much alarmed for his dominions 
in the north, which the English could easily invade, to be 
willing for the present to expose himself to the chance 
of so great an evil. From this state of affairs, Tippoo seems 
to have despaired of getting the Mahrattas to act with 
any efficiency on his side; and for that reason not to 
have made any very strenuous exertions to induce them.

In these circumstances, beholding, as he must have 
done, the great inferiority of his power, his utter inability 
to maintain a contest against the English, and the pro­
bability that resistance would bring on his fall, it may 
well be regarded as surprising, that ho did not endeavour, 
by prompt attention to their complaints, and early nego­
tiation, to escape from the storm which he was unablo 
to face. One of the most remarkable characteristics, 
however, of the Sultan’s miud, was the want of judgment.
For an Eastern prince, ho was full of knowledge. Ilis 
mind was active, acute, and ingenious. But, in the value 
which he set upon objects, whether as means, or as ends, 
he was almost perpetually deceived. Besides, a convic­
tion appears to have been rooted in his mind, that the 
English had now formed a resolution to deprive him of 
his kingdom, and that it was useless to negotiate, because 
no submission to which ho could reconcile his mind, 
would restrain them in the gratification of their ambi­
tious designs. Nor was he deprived of grounds of hope, 
which over a mind like his were calculated to exert a 
fatal influence. He never could forget the manner in 
which bis father had triumphed over a host of enemies 
by shutting himself up iu his capital, and defending him­
self, till the season of the rains ; nor had all his experience 
of the facility with which Europeans overoaine the strong-
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defences in Ms power to rear, yielded on this point 
c h a p . m i. any decisive instruction. The principal part of his pre-
---------- paratious for war had consisted in adding to the works

1<09. 0f Seringapatam, and storing it with provisions for a 
siege. With the attempt to disable the Bombay army 
the idea of even obstructing the march of the invaders, 
if not altogether abandoned, was very feebly pursued. 
And, till the English were upon the ramparts, he could 
not persuade himself that the fort of Seringapatam would 
be taken. His grand military mistake is acknowledged 
to have been the neglect of his cavalry ; a proper use of 
which would have rendered the conquering of him a far 
more arduous task.

The original defects of his mind, arising from the vices 
of his education, appear to have increased as he advanced 
in years, and with peculiar rapidity since tho loss of hia 
dominions in 1792. The obedience which the will of 
princes, especially Eastern princes, is habituated to re­
ceive, not only renders them wretched when it is opposed, 
hut gluts and palls them with the gratification. Each 
recurring instance becomes by familiarity insipid, or 
rather disgusting, and leaves the mind restless and impa­
tient fur a new gratification. This serves to account for 
the fickle and capricious disposition which so commonly 
marks the character of princes; and in general prevails 
in them to a greater or less degree, in proportion to the 
natural vivacity and susceptibility of their minds. This 
disease infected tho whole conduct of Tippoo Sultan, pub­
lic and private, and latterly in a manner so extraordinary, 
that, when joined to a similar growth of his impatience 
at every disagreement between that which he willed and 
that which fell out, it produced in his subjects a persua­
sion that his mind was partially deranged. Like many 
other persons of active, but not powerful minds, he rau 
violently upon the observance of minuteness in minute 
details, but with little capacity of taking a marshalling 
view <>i a great whole. He saw but few therefore the 
relation i end dependencies of things ; and was, of course, 
unable t0 anticipate justly their distant consequences.

temptation to please, rather than to serve, excluded 
I'Ppoo, as it excludes other princes, from the benefit of 
councils wiser than his own. Accustomed to hear from
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^Ij^.^w^Erapproaohed him, that every sentiment which BO O K V I. 
he uttered exceeded in wisdom that of every other man, chap. v i: i .
any difference with his opinions struck him at last in the ---------
character of a mere demonstration of folly. As a general, 
he possessed, as had been abundantly proved by the 
English iii former wars, no other talents than the vulgar 
ones of great activity, courage, and that turn for strata­
gem, which the cunning of a rude age has a tendency to 
produce. As a domestic ruler, he sustains an advanta­
geous comparison with the greatest princes of the East.
He bestowed a keen attention upon the conduct of his 
government, from which he allowed himself to bo diverted 
neither by pleasure nor by sloth. He made a methodical 
distribution of his time for business, in which he was 
laborious and exact; but in which his passion for detail 
made him frequently waste that attention upon minor, 
which ought to have been reserved to the greatest affairs.
He had the discernment to perceive, what is so generally 
hid from the eyes of rulers in a more enlightened state 
of society, that it is the prosperity of those who labour 
with their hands, which constitutes the principle and 
cause of the prosperity of states; he therefore made it 
his business to protect them against the intermediate 
orders of the community, by whom it is so difficult to pre­
vent them from being oppressed. His country was, accord- 
mgly, at least during the first and better part of his reign, 
the best cultivated, and its population the most flourish­
ing in I n d ia w h ile ,  under the English, and their depen-

1 The same was asserted, with more truth no doubt, of the state of Mysore 
under ILyder ; hut it ia difficult to believe that acountry should be flourishing 
which was the frequent scene of hostile movements, and the sovereign of which 
demanded large contributions from his subjects, in order to keep up a  dispro­
portionate military force. do n a te  and sod, and an agricultural people, do 
much to hide, if they do not remedy, the exactions of u bad go'-ernmeut; and 
a  passing observer, who Sees everywhere on his march abundant tillage, may 
easily misconceive of the condition of the inhabitants. The accounts of the 
prosperity of Mysore, under Ilyder and J ippou. must lie rc t ired with hesita­
tion ; where tested by English experience th-.-y proved imiccurate. Jluurow as 
one of the officers appointed to manage some of the districts ceded by Tippoo 
in tin- firn  war, and h s description of the state ot things, as he found them, 
pro\ ea irrefutably that the management ot Mm two M diainmcdan princes of 
Mvsore wai not u whit preferable to Hint which succeeded them. “  The col­
lector rummt oxpect the country to flourish, when he has hmr-elf given the 
signal to it. The numerous band of revenue servants require no en-
coura puiicnt to exercise the trade which they have always followed, but they 
now act witnoiit restraint, and are joined by the head fanners in stripping the 
unfortunate husbandmen of a great part of the produce of their labours. This 

under the Nabobs, under Tippoo, under the Company, and, l 
believe, under every government in India. The collectors and their deputies,
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,nts, the population of the Carnatic aud Oude, hastening 
c h a p . m i. to the state of deserts, was the most wretched upon the
---------  face of the earth ; and even Bengal itself, under the opera-

17-TO. tion of laws ill adapted to the circumstances of the case, 
was suffering almost all the evils which the worst of govern­
ments could iuflict. That Tippoo -was severe, harsh, and 
perhaps cruel, in superintending the conduct of those who 
served him, may be so far easily believed, as his inordi­
nate pride would make every offence which appeared to 
bo committed against himself assume gigantic dimensions: 
and his habit of willing, and seeing his will realized, made 
him expect every event, willed by himself, as by a law' of 

-  nature, which nothing but the misconduct of others could 
have disturbed. That the accounts, however, which we 
have received from our countrymen, who dreaded anu 
feared him, are marked with exaggeration, is proved by 
this circumstance, that his servants adhered to him with 
a fidelity which those of few princes in any age or country 
have displayed.1 Of his cruelty we have heard the more, 
because our own countrymen were among the victims of 
it. But it is to be observed, that, unless in certain in­
stances, the proof of which cannot be regarded as better 
than doubtful, their sufferings, however intense, were only 
the sufferings of a very rigorous imprisonment, of which, 
considering the manner in which it is lavished by their 
own laws, Englishmen ought not to he very forward to 
complain. At that very time, in the dungeons of Madras 
and Calcutta, it is probable that unhappy sufferers were 
enduring calamities for debts of 1001.; not less atrocious 
than those which Tippoo, a prince born and educated in

not being ) id, help themselves, and by this means, the country is often as 
much harass <i in peace as in war. The private dividend among Tippoo'sman­
agers is from twenty to forty per cent. Life i. 150. Again : “  The Baramohl 
has now been completely surveyed, and the rents of it are fixed ; they are an 
an average nearly what they were under Tippoo. The inhabitants paid the 
same then as now, but the deficiency of his receipts arose from the peculations 
o f a host of revenue officers. The rents hero, as 1 believe in every other part 
of India* are too high : this circumstance, joined to the general poverty of the 
people,U a great ob-iacle to every kind of improvement-” Ibid. 204, There 
a;c othcr passages to the same purr '>rt, and they are fatal to a belief that the 
subjects ol Tippoo v.. r •. in any degree i iter circumstanced than those ol the 
D nipuay. The prmnLlllty i.v. that their situation was worse.—W.

v\*tnout detracting from the character for fidelity borne by Tippoo’s offl- 
(y T,l> d  ls to !•; iViR'-nbor^d that the Sultan did not trust to it as a fixed and 
I n . P r i n c i p l e  which • ;  eluded the new ensuring it by other
i ls ' " *,M‘ families of all iris principal officers had always been kept as 
aoaU gnm Serlngu.utam .” M amo i. 819.—W.



a barbaroiia country, and ruling over a barbarous people, BOOK VI. 
inflicted upon imprisoned enemies ; enemies belonging to ciiAr. vm. 
a nation, who, by the evils they had brought upon him, -—~ 
exasperated him almost to frenzy, and whom he regarded 1(®®' 
ns the enemies both of God and man.1 Besides, there is 
among the papers relating to the intercourse of Tippoo 
with the French, a remarkable proof of his humanity, 
which, when these papers are ransacked for matters to 
criminate him, ought not to be suppressed. In the 
draught which he transmitted to the Isle of France, of 
the conditions on which he wished that a connection 
between him and the French should be formed, the fol­
lowing are the very words of a distinct article : “ I  demand 
that male and female prisoners, as well English as Portu­
guese, who shall be taken by the republican troops, or by 
mine, shall be treated with humanity ; and with regard 
to their persons, that they shall (their property becoming 
the right of the allies,) be transported at our joint expense, 
out of India, to some place far distant from the territo- 
I’ies of the allies.”

Another feature in the character of Tippoo was his 
religion, with a sense of which his mind was most deeply 
impressed. He spent a considerable part of every day in 
prayer. He gave to his kingdom, or state, a particular 
religious title, Khodadad, or God-given ; and he lived 
under a peculiarly strong and operative conviction of the 
superintendence of a Divine Providence. His confidence 
m the protection of God was, indeed, one of his snares ; 
for he relied upon it  to the neglect of other moans of 
safety. To one of his French advisers, who had urged 
him with peculiar fervour to use greater /cal iu obtaining 
the support of the llahrattas, he replied, 1 rely solely 
on Providence, expecting that I  shall bo alone ai->l unsup­
ported ; but God, and my courage, will accomplish every

* After tho capture of Sertagnpntam. some native sj«m , employed by tlie
English, asserted that the Sultan lwil ordered the ............t thirteen English
hrlsoner., t .ten  duriuu !l.e sle-ri; and a scrap of paper was found, said to be 
in bis hand-writing which bore the character of an order for Uie death of 100 
Uuorg priaanevs — ill the evidence which accompanies these ahcfiutomi would 
hot bo worthy Of record, but tha t the moral and intellectual state of the aye 
and ■ o u u tr . i>r Tippoo re inbrs such tin act by no in us inipn.t able, under 
Strom; temptation, l>y any bunco of the East. Tins. !i. wcver, does not con­
clude Tippoo ta be worse - it only supposes him not to tat better than his neigh­
bour*. ‘

f£l)| <SL
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BOOK'VI. thing.” 1 It is true, that liis zeal for God, like tlie zeal 
c h a p . T i n .  of so many other people, -was supported by the notion, 

and by the desire, of being the favourite of God ; of being 
1,99‘ honoured with the chief place in his affections, and ob­

taining the best share in the distribution of his favours. 
His religion resembled the religion of most of the persons 
anxious to distinguish themselves for pious zeal, in this 
respect also ;, that it contained in it a large infusion of 
the persecuting spirit. He imagined that ho exceedingly 
pleased the Almighty, by cultivating within himself a 
hatred of all those whose notions of a God did not cor­
respond with his own; and that he should take one of 
the most effectual modes of recommending himself to 
that powerful and good Being, if, in order to multiply the 
number of true believers, he applied evil to the bodies 
of those who were not of that blessed description.

It would not be reckoned pardonable by Englishmen, 
if an historian were to omit ambition, and the hatred of 
the English, among the ingredients in the character of 
Tippoo. But ambition is too vulgar a quality in the minds 
of princes to deserve particular commemoration ; and as 
for his hatred of the English, it only resembled the hatred 
which the English bore to him, or to the French: and 
which proud individuals, and proud nations, are so prone 
to feel, towards all those who excite their fears, or cir­
cumscribe their hopes. Besides, among the princes of 
India, who, except their drivellers, were less ambitious 
than he 1 Was it Sindiah, or was it Holkar 1 Even in 
hatred of the English, is it understood, that these Mah- 
rattas were exceeded by the sovereign of Mysore ?2

, ‘ S„ee ,’,15j,etler frora Ti»t'“  SttltottB 1" M. Dn Buc, dated Seringapal an,
2nd J a n . 1 ,90 ; papers printed by order of the House of Commons In Hu(

2 This extemiiitmn of the cleft, is of Tippoo’s character Is no donl.l prom pted 
b y t u r  a u th o rs  n:.uul generous disposition to pro tect those whom nil o ther 
persons assail. N otw ithstanding  this sp irit, however, he is compelled to ad ­
m it that Tippoo rash ly  provoked a storm  he was unable to face, instigated by 
an ungovernable ha tred  ol the  English, both on account of their pow er and 
i l iu r  religion. I t  is difficult to understand  how i n fatal w ant o f judgm ent is 
iocuncilenhie with an active, acute, and ing< nlous m ind, o r urn- even h,r th a t 

- a n  Easter:- prince full of knowledge. That the  Sultan hod an active m ind 
n in -  owct*’ t,ut - th e  activity  of restlessness, accompanied by cun- 
ho r,i r • ( " h -n e s ,—by a- price ra t hi r  th an  ingenuity. Of his kuow-
oi ti iU re , 1,0 •‘•ut he wii'. evidently u u o ra n t  o f the relative position
. n’. l t  vVi; •v,.en bv tru s ted  to the 'u p p o rt o f Hie funner <:> a
' a w im . v, , i1,, .'“ 7 ;  - " l.,|l? m a ta .r .v rapacity  it  isw tm ttted  th a t he displayed 
notice i, Vi '■ • ■’ ■': ut h ;s ' governm ent n r , . ns above

exaggerated a t least, if no t a ltogether m isstated. The im priaom nent
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papers of Tippoo, found in the palace of Vr.
EeSfoggrfia&m, were examined, the correspondence was chap. viii. 
discovered which had passed between him and the French. “
’ ?. this Lord Wellesley shows that he was singularly 
uehghted; as if, without such means of persuasion, he 
had dreaded, that the grounds of the war, successfully 
terminated, would not have appeared satisfactory to all 
those whose approbation he was interested in obtaining, 
i t  is, therefore, necessary that the amount of its contents 
should be declared. Some time before the beginning of 
April, 1797, the captain of a privateer from the Mauri­
tius, Citizen Ripaud by name, whose ship, damaged in 
some engagement, had nearly foundered at sea, arrived in 
tho country of Tippoo, and was conveyed to the capital; 
where several of his countrymen had long been high in 
the service of the Prince. This man, so illiterate that ho 
could not spell his own language, and ready, as appears 
Ly his letters of the 23rd of May, 1797, for the perpetra­
tion of any crime, even against his own countrymen, was 
eager by imposture to recommend himself to the favour 
°f the Sultan. He represented that the French govern­
ment were not only burning with a desire to invade the 
possessions of the English in India, but were almost 
ready for the execution of that great design, having made 
vast preparations, forwarded a large body of troops to the 
Pile of France, and chiefly waiting till they could learn 
how much assistance they might expect from their ancient 
blend, the Sultan of Mysore. Tippoo, as eager fully as 
Englishmen, to believe what he eagerly desired, thought 
he could not be too expeditious in sending men to as­
certain the circumstances ; and in endeavouring to de­
rive advantage from them should they appear to oorre-

debtors in Calcutta and Madras, as a consequence of legal enactments, how­
ever objectionable in their origin, is n very different thing from the . offerings 
»hd massacre of prisoners taken in the clmru - s of war, and .s no excuse f< i tie 
vindictive crucltv exercised bv Tippoo upon all, whether ]■ uropeans or natives,
Vito were the objects of his vengeance. As to his religion, he not only partook 

! Ee) of tha t Intolerance which is a prominent feature of the Mohammedan 
but it was tic '.vied by the grossest superstition, faith m dreams, magic,

11,1,1 oatrniogv ■ articles of belief, not uncommon it i- true am ount the great 
r- "U or the Fast but in a special degree professed by l'ippoo, and indie: ri 
I*one of that fulness of knowledge and acuteness of understanding fur which 
" outset of tins sketch of hit haracter.credit has been given Imn. rhe get:.

1 ••Money of the description is, therefore, to convey an unfaithful portrait- 
o f  a prince, who, although he may claim compa-sion l..r his fate, can 

r,evcr by any sophistry be held up ns an object of sympathy or respect.—H .



V lV o O  )  • HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA, n i l  ;
\% >-----' V /  .

RQOlO!!S«spond with report. So completely was Tippoo deceived 
c h a p . vm. by the representation of Eipaud, that he thought it
---------- was only necessary to name the extent of the assistance

1709. which he wished to receive. Ho demanded an army of 1 
from 30,000 to 40,000 men, of whom he required that 
from 5,000 to 10,000 should be veteran troops; and, in 
addition to an army of this magnitude, he thought it 
proper to exact the assistance of a fleet. In contributing 
to the common enterprise, he proposed to take the whole 
expense of the army upon himself; and, as soon as 
it arrived, to join it with all his forces ; when the expul­
sion of the English, he trusted, would not be a tardy 
result. As he believed, according to the statement of 
his informer, that nothing was wanting for the immediate 
departure of such a body of troops, but his assent to the 
conditions with which it was expected he should comply) 
he took the requisite measures for its being immediately 
bestowed. Four vakeels proceeded to the coast in April, 
1797 ; but before they were ready to depart the monsoou 
sot in. During the delay which it occasioned, the vakeels 
are said to have fallen into disputes and dissensions. 
This, with other causes, induced the Sultan to annul their 
appointment; and the actual mission, which at last con­
sisted of only two persons, did not depart till the October 
following. Extreme was the disappointment with these 
vakeels, whom in the whole of this intercourse, the 
Governor-General, to exalt the notion of its importance, 
dubs with title of ambassadors, tliongh the agent whom 
the meanest individual employs to transact for him a 
business of a few rupees, is his vakeel, experienced upon 
their arrival in the Isle of France. They expected to 
have nothing further to do than to set their seal, in the 
name of their master, to the conditions which he had 
given them in "writing. This was called, in the pompous 
language of Citizen Ripaud, to contract an alliance offen­
sive and defensive with the French Republic, one and 
indivisible, terms which the Sultan could not understand, 
as bis language wanted words to correspond. And when 
this simple operation was performed, they expected to 
return with a grand army o Mysore. They found that 
not only was there at tho Isle of Franco no force what­
soever, w hich could be spared for the use of their master,
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itimation had, by the government of France, BOOK VI. 
been conveyed to the constituted authorities of the island c h a p , v ih ,
°f any intention to send an army to India; and that " 
those authorities were not vested with a power to form i'-1?- 
engagements with Tippoo of any description. Nothing 
did the rulers of the island find themselves competent 
to perform, except to forward the letters of the Sultan 
cr>, the government of France, and offer aid to them in 
raising a few volunteers. Assistance so contemptible in 
comparison of what they and their master expected, the 
vakeels at first refused to accept. And no small impor­
tunity appears to have been necessary to conquer thoir 
determination.

In the report of their proceedings, which they wero 
required to give to their master upon their return, they 
say, “The four chiefs of Mauritius told us personally, 
that the European Ripaud had brought us here on a false 
representation to the Sultaun; and that at present they 
had no forces.” A member of the legislative body of the 
island, who, because he had served in a military capacity 
in India, and was known to the Sultan, sent him a letter 
along with the returning vakeels, declared ; “  Our grief 
"■'as profound to learn that you had been deceived by 
Hipaud as to our forces on this island. The only reinforce­
ment which had been sent to us from France, since the 
commencement of the war, is one battalion, which we 
h'ivo sent to liatavia, to assist the Dutch in the preserv­
ation of that place. This we did, in return for the assist­
ance which v. e had drawn from thence hi money, provi­
sions, and naval stores ; for you must know, great Prince,
Ihat our own resources are insufficient for uur support;
Rud we have sworn to bury ourselves under tho ruins of 
,;ur island, rather than see our enemies its possessors.”1 
The hopes which the French rulers held out that more 
efficient assistance might possibly be obtained by appli-

'  See the tuners relating to the war with Tippoo, printed b y  order of tho 
Hotue of Commons In 1S00. In the repirt which the vakeels, up n

to tho Sultan of their prop e lings, they ex| re-riv t1 tjc. that too 
n'vriH.r of the Ido of in inee waited upon liicnt, and stud that l.ipnnd tu t  

an em m eou. reprssant.tlou to your Highness, winch occasioned ns to 
deputedy and before their departure, they were Informed by tlio Oo- 

that he would send With them a gentleman, (one el thorn by whom
, Were actually accompanied) “ who should reside tit the preset ,;o m qua-
U'-' ot voitoul, that the other Frendhmon might not, by telling ful.-iues, like 
Ui«iud, deceive your Highness.”
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BOOK VI. cation to the French government at Paris, obviously 
c h a p . vm. deserve attention merely as expedients to evade the cha-
---------  grin of the vakeels. The number of Frenchmen in the

1793. service of the Sultan amounted not to more than 120 
men.1

The confidence which Tippoo reposed in the strength 
of Seringapatam, especially when protected by God, and 
his own courage, had prevented him from making any 
provision against an event which he reckoned so very im­
probable as its fall. Not only his family, therefore, but 
the whole of his treasure, was deposited in the fo rt: and 
as the palace was obtained by a species-of capitulation, 
without the irruption of the soldiers, there was no suspi­
cion that any portion of the money or jewels which ho 
had in store, was not publicly obtained, and fully brought 
to account. It hence appeared, to the clearest satisfaction, 
how exaggerated and extravagant had been the conception 
of his enormous riches, and hence of his dangerous re­
sources for war. The whole amount of the remaining 
specie, which Tippoo had treasured up, was about sixteen 
lacs of pagodas (640,000?.) ; and his jewels, of which in 
common with tho Princes of the East ho was fond, and 
with which they never part, except in their greatest ex­
tremity, wore valued at about nine lacs (360,000?.) more.
So far was such a sum from rendering its owner formi­
dable to a power like that of the British in India, that tho 
Governor-General in Council did not reckon it too much 
to be immediately distributed to the army, as a donative, 
in reward of the virtues which it had displayed during the 
campaign.

The English were now in possession of the kingdom of 
Mysore ; and the only question which it remained for the 
Governor- General to decide, was the momentous one, how 
a kingdom was to be disposed of. He was not insensible to 
the difficulties which attended upon his decision ; and the

1 Beatson, i. 139.
The attention is here diverted from tho more important contents of tho 

T'npf-rs to the ireunistanecs which led to Tippoo’B connexion with the Isle ot 
France: bntfrom the documents themselves it appeared that the Sultan had 
addressed the Directory in July, 1798, proposing an offensive and defensive 
alliance with Frame for the purpose of expelling the English from India, 
announcing at the ■ mie time his detei mination not to wait for the forces of his 
ullics, hut to commence the attack on tho first favourable occasion. Despatches, 
■;91. The -.vhoie of the correspondence, forming a large volume, was trans­
late' •_ :-l printed in Calcutta. Ibid. 697.—W.
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p5jj£PSJk^wch was required, in balancing between the BOOK I. 
ove of territory, on the one hand, and the suspicion and cha p . v m .

01 !urn ou the other, to which the destruction of another ---------
pimce, and the annexation of any considerable part of 1,9S)- 
his kingdom to an empire already of vast dimensions, 

he exposed both in Europe and in India. This part 
of ins task ho performed with the greatest address. Tho 

mam, though, from the inferior part which he had taken 
W the war, he was not entitled to an equal share with the 
English in the benefits which resulted from it, was gra­
tified by receiving an equal portion of territory. The 
necessity, however, was inculcated, of moderation in the 
desires of both; and the principle which was laid down 
v;as, that they should content themselves with such a 
Portion of territory, as would indemnify them for tho 
charges of the war, and yield security. The word secu­
rity, brought in upon this occasion, was calculated to 
answer any purpose, to which they who made use of it 
had, or could have, any desire to employ it. Demands for 
security had no limit, but the pleasure aud power of those 
hy whom they were set up. When the subsequent inquirer 
asks, Security against whom 1 I t  is not easy to find an 
answer. Security against Tippoo 1 He was no more.
Security against Nizam Ali, aud tho English, against one 
another 1 That was impossible ; for they were both to be 
aggrandized, and in an equal degree. Was it security 
against the Mahrattas 1 No, for they also were to be 
offered a part of the divided territory, which was the way 

make them more, not less dangerous neighbours than 
rimy were before. On the principle, then, of indemnifi- 
°aflon and Security, it was decreed, that tho English, on 
f-heir part, should take to themselves the whole of the 
Wfritory possessed by the Sultan on tho Malabar coast, 
f'uo district of Coimbetore and Daramporam, the whole of 
rim country which intervened between the Company’s ter­
ritory on "the western, and that on the eastern coast, 
yielding now an uninterrupted dominion from sea to sea; 
along with those possessions, the forts and posts forming 
rim heads of the principal passes above the Ubauts on tho 
ritble-land ; 1 the district of Wynaad; aud, lastly, the for-

! n ' c “i- Beotaon s..vs, (u. 45*), that in 1788 lie “ ascertained the position and 
“ re or not less tbnu sixty posses through the mountains, several of which 
vOL. vi. - I

I
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iiOi.'K VI. tress, city, and island of Seringapatam, as a place which 
chap. viii. effectually secured the communication between the British
---------- territory on both coasts, and strengthened the lines of de-

1709. fence in every direction. A territory, affording an equal 
revenue with that which by the English was taken for 
themselves, was given to Nizam Ali, in the districts of 
Gooty, Gurrumcondah, and the tract of country which 
lies along the line of the great forts of Chittledroog, Sera, 
Nundydroog, and Colar, but without the forts which it 
was supposed would render his frontier too strong. With 
regard to the third party in the alliance against Tippoo, 
they had entirely abstained from all participation in the 
w ar; and it would not, in the opinion of the Governor- 
General, have been good policy, to place on the same level, 
in the distribution of the spoil, those who did all, and 
those who did nothing, in the acquiring of it. This would 
he to encourage allies to be useless, when their services 
were required. So much territory as was taken by the 
English, and given to Nizam Ali, would, also, yield to the 
Mahrattas more than enough of strength. Still it was 
desirable to conciliate the good will of that people to tho 
present proceedings ; and to give them an interest in the 
arrangements which were made. A portion of territory, 
from one half to two thirds of the '-alue of that which 
was taken by the English and given to Nizam Ali, would, 
it was concluded, answer these ends. This portion was to 
include Harpoouelly, Soouda above the Ghauts, Anna- 
goody, and some other districts; with part of the territory, 
not, however, including the fortresses, of Chittledroog and 
Bednore.

Of the portion which still remained of the territory 
gained from Tippoo, yielding thirteen lacs of pagodas, a 
revenue greater than that of the ancient Rajaship of 
Mysore, it was accounted politic to form a separate state, 
fo r sovereign, the choice lay between the family of Tippoo, 
and that of the ancient Hiudu Rajas, who had been k e p t  

in confinement, but not extinguished, by Hyder Ali and 
ins son. In tho sons of Tippoo, the due degree of passive 
: ubmissiou was reckoned much less probable than in those

, lble : r rmi.,. ,. and two-third*, at least, of that number sufficiently
vein to tl.u incursions of cavalry."

V-A11̂  ) • ]  HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. I ,
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^v»Si%S#8^who, having lost all expectation of reigning BOOK VI. 
wouM-Ticke even liberty as a boon, much more sovereignty, cnar. vni.

lough in its most shadowy form. The direct male ---------
l ascendant of the Mysore Rajas was a child of a few years 1799' 

d ; and to him it was decreed that the title of sovereign 
' °l“(l belong. The conditions upon which he was to 
receive his dignity were as follows : That the whole of the 

liltary force maintained for the defence of the country 
s 10ukl be English; That for the expense of it he should 
Ottnually pay seven lacs of pagodas ; That in case of war, 
w of preparation for war, the English might exact any 
larger sum, which they deemed proportional to the re­
sources of the Raja; And last of all, should they bo 
dissatisfied with his government in any respect, they 
might interpose to any extent in the internal administra­
tion of the country, or even take the unlimited manage­
ment of it to themselves. In this manner, it is evident, 
that the entire sovereignty of the country was assumed 
hy the British, of whom the Raja and his ministers could 
0l)ly he regarded as Vicegerents at will. I t  was, there- 
I°re, with some reason the Governor-General said, “ I 
outertain a sanguine expectation, that the Raja and his 
ministers, being fully apprized of the extensive powers 

1 reserved to the Company will cheerfully adopt such regu­
lations as shall render the actual exercise of these powers 
Unnecessary for knowing themselves to hold a situation 
°tally dependent upon the will of another, whatever ema- 

mdf-d from that will, they were hound, without a choice,
0 obey. How long, with whatever dispositions to obedi- 

< aco, their performance of the services exacted of them 
"'ill give satisfaction, depends upon circumstances of a 
sort which cannot he foreseen.

The Governor-General was perfectly aware of the share 
°f the sovereignty which he had taken, and tho share 
"hich ho had left. “ Under the: o arrangements,” he said,
“ I trust that I shall be enabled to command the whole 
resources of the Raja’s te rr ito ry ad d in g , what were very 
durable results, that uuder these arrangements he also 

i Ousted to bo enabled “ to improve its cultivation, to 
Attend its commerce, and to secure the welfare of its 
’"habitants.” For appropriating such “extensive powers,”
(sd they are called by himself,) the reasons which he as-

. \  g A ^ f J O F  MYSORE MADE A RAJASHIP. V a i i p
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BOOK VI. f -giiod pronounced a violent condemnation of the policy so , 
CH5M=«llong pursued; and of which such applauded rulers as 
‘ ~ ~  Hastings and Cornwallis had made their boast; the policy 

,U9' of only sharing the powers of government, with the native 
princes of Oude, the Carnatic, and Tanjore. “Recollecting 
the inconveniences and embarrassments which have arisen 
to  all parties concerned, under the double government, and 
conflicting authorities unfortunately established in Oude, 
the Carnatic, and Tanjore, I  resolved to reserve to the 
Company the most extensive and indisputable powers.” 
This is to boast explicitly, that no double government, nc 
conflicting authorities, were left in Mysore ; that, by con- 
sequence, the powers of government were, without partici­
pation, engrossed by the English. W hat then, it may be 
asked, was the u^e of setting up the shadow of a Raj*1 ‘ 
The sources of evil were manifest. A considerable expense 
was rendered necessary for the splendour of his s ta te } 
and it was utterly impossible to govern the country s° 
well through tho agency of him and his ministers, as it 
might have been governed by the direct application of 
European intelligence and virtue. Rut this Raja was a 
species of screen, pu t up to hide, at once from Indian and 
from European eyes, the extent of aggrandizement which 
the British territory had received; and it so far answered 
the purpose, that, though an obvious, it undoubtedly 
claims the praise of an adroit, and well-timed political 
expedient. I t  enabled the Governor-General to dismiss 
Nizam Ali with a much smaller share of the prey, than 
would have satisfied him, had the English taken without 
disguise the whole of what in this manner they actually 
appropriated.1 I t precluded the Mahrattas from those 
attempts to excite a jealousy of tho English, to which it 
was known they were abundantly disposed. And it im­
posed completely, as well upon those members of the 
British legislature, who would have been pleased with an 
opportunity to criticize; as upon the men whose criticisms 
arc more extensively d is ; .minated through tho press ; all 
of Whom, or almost all, were too defective, it seems, in the

1 Tlui Gfj'mior.Gcneral expressly declures, thut Snide the Jealousy of the 
hi* • r . ' a5,‘ tllf‘T* *rtltion of Mysore between the English and the Nizam would 

that prince to a dan : and would h a * 0
l , . . . . '/> 1' Vv , ; f fortre-v: 'a winch could not have 1 een placed in his 

'  v' ,lh’>ut imminent danger to the British frontier.

1



(C lj , <8LX ^ Q M e b o s it t  t o w a r d s  t ip p o o  s FAMILY. w #  j
J equirrttelights, to see through the game that was played: BOOK VI.
. “r though none of the great acts of Marquis Wellesley’s c h a p . v m .
?“thinistration is more questionable than the attack upon — ------
m ’Poo Sultan, that is a part which, till now, has been f '99- 

from censure.
The territory, thus in name transferred to a Hindu Raja,
J'ose residence was to he the ancient city of Mysore, 

d~il s the benefits of its sovereignty were all transferred to 
; :r; h’ 'lish, was bounded on the north by a strong line of 
' ‘ cresses and posts, Chittledroog, Sera, Nundydroog,
, 'l ar, forming a powerful barrier towards the southern 

n i s of Nizam Adi and the Mahrattas, from Panganoor 
° tin: line of the eastern, to Bednoro on the line of the

t
.'v‘ Jhs. u Ghauts, the whole occupied and defended, for the 

of the English, by English troops; and on the 
|d"' tlier sides, east, west, and south, it was entirely 
,' ■ : ided by the territories of the Company, above and 
'' "w the Ghaut3.
, To the family of Tippoo, if we make allowance for the 
*■* of a throne, as well as to the principal men of his 
i'"A: n, the conduct of the Governor-General was con- 

'/derate and generous. The fortress of Yelore, in the 
1 . i'll ;' ic, was appropriated for the residence of the royal 
I and fitted up commodiously for their reception,
1 *t ' :.n allowance for their Bupport, more liberal than that

.•deb they had received from Tippoo himself. The prin- 
T' men were all provided for by jaghires or pensions,

■ ®®fiformable to their rank and influence, with a generosity 
[ j not. only contented, but greatly astonished them- 
: p They were the more easily pleased, that Tippoo,

.ng all authority in his own person, rendered it 
1 -able for his servants to acquire any influence be- 

jje immediate exercise of his official powers; and 
P* thi frugality of their administration was severe, their 
C 1 iments were uncommonly small. The same cireum- 

i .a facilitated the settlement of the country; for, as
[j !1" lividual possessed any authority sufficient to make 
P lance, when Tippoo was gone, and as the character of 
* 7 '  English was sufficiently known to inspire confidence,
■ ainefs m!Mje their submission without hesitation or 

do . When one of Tippoo’s confidential servants was 
Sc!,- ■ o treat with the officer at the head of the cavalry, the

B



X'''B0<3k^Vi. celebrated Kummir ad din Khan, he refused to stipuW“ 
c h a p . tiii. for terms, and said he cast himself entirely upon ‘
— ------ generosity of the English.

1799. Jn Ĵ,e treaty which was signed by Nizam Ali and
English, entitled the Partition Treaty of Mysore, i°r 
establishing the arrangements which have just been de­
scribed, it was fixed, that, unless the Peshwa acceded to 
the said treaty within the space of one month, gave satis­
faction relative to some disputes with Nizam Ali, and 
complied with certain conditions, not specified, in favour 
of the English, the territory, which it was meant to bestovf 
upon him, should be shared between the remaining allies, 
in the proportion of two thirds to Nizam Ali, and one 1° 
the English.1 II

When the1 terrors which Tippoo suspended over  ̂
Mahrattas, and the dependence which they felt upon 1 
English against the effects of his ambition and P°''f. ’ 
were destroyed, it was not expected that their bos 
dispositions, which had already so ill disguised th e m s e lf  
could long be restrained.2 The power of Nizam All " ^ 
now the only barrier between the English possessions 1 
the Deccan, and the irruptions of that formidable nation • 
and how small the resistance which he was capable 0 
yielding, thu English had abundantly perceived. Iu OH6 
way, it appeared sufficiently easy to augment his capao'Y 
for war. He was acutely sensible of tho dangers to willed 
he was exposed at the hands of the Mahrattas, and of hi3 
iucompetency to his own defence. He was therefore

1 See the papers relating to the war with Tippoo, printed by order of 1
II mse of Commons in 1800. See also tho Treaty with the Niztint, and thy 
with the Haja of Mysore. For tile whole of the concluding struggle with 
Tippoo we have very complete Information, not only in the official rupee*’ ■ 
which havo been pretty fully given in print, hut in the valuable works. \  
frequently quoted, of Beats™ and Wilks F,.r the character of Tippoo, ;'y . 
some parts of ins fiolitics, hints are afforded by the volume of his letters. * 
which we are indebted to Col. Kirkpatrick.- M. _ , , —

1 lie Lives of Mu lira, Harris. Jiaird, and the Despatches of Lord Wellest . .
supply fully whatever the prior authorities left wanting.—W, .,1

* Indications of ithostiie spirit in file Peshwa and Sindinh had been discos y, 
even before the capture of Seringapatani. Ou tic Z3rd April, the |.'0Vt’T"s jo 
tierirr.il „ rites lot;- Ticrnl Harris, “ Dowlut Rao Sindinh In,, iicen discover 
entertain hostile designs ac i.ust the Company and the Nizam, and I ‘‘*,,1 
reason to suspect that a socret correspondence subsists between him ‘ it- 
,, ’S" - Tin I i ,hw . app . ■ nave entered into Sindi.Lh’s views ogoin- - .,
, ' oaoy and tin-. Nizam, mid on lire J'.'li “ the danger of an early atth'-k ’ k. r 
v*  dondmoT i of tho Nizam, by Dowlut Kuo Sindiab, either singly or in edit 
Willi the Peshwa, appears to have Increased,’' Despatches, i, 558, 581.
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f desirous of receiving such additions to the BOOK YI.
n °f the British troops already in his pay, as would c h a p . m i.
••uthce to allay his apprehensions. But the payment of ----------
p 1Rse troops suggested itself to the foresight of the 1799. 
_̂nghsh rulers, as creating difficulties and dangers which 

was not easy to overlook. So fickle and capricious were 
' je councils of the Subahdar, that he might suddenly 

?. °P*' the resolution of dismissing the English troops from 
service ; while the impoverishment of his country by 

uial-administration, and the exhaustion of his resources 
hy useless expences, portended a moment not far distant, 
when he would be deprived of power to pay as many 
troops as would satisfy the ideas of security which the 
f'Uglish rulers entertained. One expedient presented 
itself to the imagination of the Governor General, as 
adapted to all the exigencies of the case ; and he resolved 
not to omit so favourable an opportunity of realizing the 
Supposed advantage. If Nizam Ali, instead of paying a 
monthly or annual subsidy for the maintenance of the 
troops whose service he was willing to receive, would 
auenate to the English in perpetuity a territory with 
revenue sufficient for the expense, a military force might

I i®n be established in his dominions, on the least pre­
carious of all securities. The evils were, in the first place, 
a violation of the act of parliament, which forbade exten­
sion ot territory; but that had always been violated with 
so little ceremony, and lately in so extraordinary a manner, 

let this constituted an objection of trivial importance: 
ui the second place, the real difficulties of administering 
tile ceded territory, so frugally and beneficently, as to 
render its produce equal to its expense ; difficulties, it is 
probable, which were but little understood: and lastly, 
the grand general evil, that, in proportion as territory aug­
ments, and with it the amount and complexity of the 
business which its administration involves, it becomes 
more and more impossible for the superintending power 
to take securities, that the business of government shall 
not bo negligently aDd corruptly performed; since, beside 
Hie inability of attention to extend itself minutely beyond 
a limited range of affairs, distance from the eye ot govern­
ment gradually weakens its powers, and at last annihilates 
a great portion of them. Over-balancing advantages

■ G°l&x



BOOKjYl. appealed to flow, from the funds which would thus l*5 
chap. vm. secured for the maintenance of a considerable army, fro® 
— — - the security which this army would afford against- the 

1,' )' Mahrattas, and from the sovereignty which it would 
transfer to the English over Nizam AJi and his dominions! 
though his . dominions were governed so ill, that little 
advantage could be hoped from them.1 The documents 
relative to the negociations have not been made public; 
and wo know not in what manner that Prince at first 
received the proposition, nor what modes of inducement 
were employed to obtain his consent. However, on the 
12th of October, 1800, a treaty was signed; by which im­
portant contract, the English added two battalions of 
sepoys, and a regiment of native cavalry, to the force 
which they engaged to uphold in the service of the S»' 
bahdar, and also bound themselves to defend his dominion® 
against every aggression; while, on his part, Nizam Ah 
ceded to the English, in perpetual sovereignty, all l ’-1® 
acquisitions which he had made from the territory ® 
Tippoo, either by the late treaty, or by that of Seringap® 
tarn, in 1792; and agreed neither to make war, nor s° 
much as negotiate, by his own authority ; but, referring 
all disputes beUeen himself and other states to tl>® 
English, to be governed by their decision, allowing th0 
subsidiary troops in his service to bo employed by the 
English in all their wars, joined by 6000 of his own hors®' 
and 9000 of his infantry, only reserving two of the English 
battalions which should always be attached to his person- 
For the purpose of obtaining the Tumboodrah as a clcur 
and distinct boundary, Kupoor, Gujunder Gur, and son® 
other districts, lately acquired from Tippoo, were ex­
changed for Adoni and a few places on the southern side 
of the rjver. With regard to the family and subjects of

1 The proposition for the. territorial grant originated with Azim-ul-Onira, 
minister < l the Nizam : and it was believed by the (.1 erncr-General that 
court of Hyderabad was sincerely deposed, and even secretly anxious for 11 '
commutation of the subsidy. In the first plan of the tree ;.. however, an 
tentative was retained of paying the subsidy in money, whenever convenient j
f*ti|.uiution to which the English Government objected; and in the count®1"’ ! 
plan it wuh distinctly asserted that no other effectual or satisfactory security 
than an absolut as. eminent of territory could be given by the Nizam for tll<? 
regular payment of tin- subsidy. The extreme anxiety ot the Nizam to hav6 
assurance of protection against tlie IVThrattas, removed al! impediments to 
aink ahl.' adjustment of the conditions, the principle of which he had already 
reco^niit.a. Despatches, ii. 275, and App. 713.—W.

nSf1)' G[ :HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA.



the Subahdar, it was stipulated that ho was to remain BOOK VI. 
absolute, and the English were on no pretest to disputo chap. viii. 
bis authority. A revenue of about 1,758,000 pagodas 
arose from the territory ceded by this treaty to the lf,ci0‘ 
English.1 J

Of this engagement, as it affected the interests of the 
English, the nature may be described in a single sentence.
. 6 English acquired a small territory, with tho obliga­

tion of defending a large ono. If it be said, that it was 
as easy to defend the Nizajn’s territory, in addition to 
their own, as it was to defend their own without that of 
the Nizam, and that the revenue of the new territory was 
all therefore clear gain, the declaration is unfounded. If 
the net of parliament, wliich was set up for a show, but 
in practice trampled upon habitually, and by those who 
made it, as shamelessly, as by those for whose coercion it 
was made, is worthy on such an occasion to be qui ted, it 
may be recollected, that, according to the doctrine which, 
in that enactment, guided the legislature, all extension of 
territory was bad, because it cost more to defend it, than 
it  could be made to produce ; much more of course, when 
a small territory was acquired with the burden of defend­
ing another, several times as large.

A clause was inserted, to say, that if the Peshwa or 
Dowlut Rao Sindiah, should desire to have a part in this 
treaty, they should be admitted to all its advautages ; in 
other words, they should have a subsidiary force on tho 
same terms as Nizam AIL But so far were tho Mahrattas 
from desiring an alliance of this description, that the

I
 Peshwa, under the dictation of Sindiah, refused to aooept 

the territory which was reserved to him out of the spoils 
of Tippoo; it was therefore divided by the English be­
tween themselves and tho Subalidar.

CHAPTER IX.
•Situation of 0v.de, as left by Lord Teignoumth, highly satis­

factory to the Home Authorities— Great Changes medi­
tated by Lord Momington — Extirpation of British

' A sketch of the Political History of India, from the Tr.:r 'action of Mi"
’’l i t« Bill, A.n. its ( t„ tho r resent Date, by Sir John Malcolm, pp. aaa—3WT 
Collection of Treaties
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Subjects, not in the Service o f the Company—Apprehended 
chap. ix. Invasion o f the Afghans—■ Endeavour to obtain the Al'
---------  liance of Sindiah — The Idea abandoned — An Embassy

1800. to the King o f Persia — Insurrection by Vizir A li— 
Reform of his Military Establishment pressed on the Ha'  
bob of Oude — His Reluctance — He grroposes to abdicate 
in favour o f his Son— The Governor-General presses hi’n 
to abdicate in favour of the Company — He refuses — 
Indignation of the Governor-General — He resorts to 
Coercion on the Reform, which meant the Annihilation, 
of the Nabob’s Military Establishment— The Business of 
the Annihilation judiciously performed — The Vizir al­
leges the Want of Resources fo r  the Maintenance of s0 
great a British Army — From this, the Governor-General 
infers the Necessity of taking from him the Government 
o f his Country ■— I f  the Nabob would not give up ^  
whole of his Country willingly, such a Portion o f it aS 
would cover the Expense o f the British Army io be talc,i 
by Force — This was more than One-half—- The VtzT 
to be allowed no Independent Power even in the Rest 
The Vizir desires to go on a Pilgrimage— The Hon■ R ‘ 
Wellesley sent to get from  him an Appearance o f Consent 
— The Cession of the Portion necessary fo r  the Expc,lS° 
o f the Army effected — A Commission for settling th>
Country with Mr. H. Wellesley at the Head Govern,it*
General makes a Progress through the Country_Trans­
actions beti “en him and the Nabob o f Oude_Proposition
o f the Bhow Begum— Objections o f the Court o f Direc­
tors to the Appointment o f Mr. II. WeUeshy — Overruled 
by the Board of Control — Government < f  Furruckaibad 
assumed by the Company — Settlement o f the Ceded Dis­
tricts— Full Approbation o f the Home Authorities.

fTIIE arrangements formed by the late Governor-General' 
A Sir John Shore, with respect to the kingdom of Oudo 
satisfied the capacious desires of the London authorities 
Under date the 15th of May, 1799, a despatch, intended t® 
convey their sentiments to the instruments of govomm0D*; 
in India, has . iie following passages :

“ By thf definitive treaty concluded at Lucknow, tb® 
Company’s influence over the Vizir’s country appears t® 
be sufficiently preserved; without the insertion of ai*/
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afttslei^wliich, in its operation, might lead to an inter- BOOK VI. 
ference in the collections, on the part of the Company, c h a p . ix . 
that might be deemed offensive. And we have the further ”  
satisfaction to find, that (exclusive of the immediate I n ­
payment of twelve lacs of rupees by the Nabob Vizir),— 
his annual subsidy is increased upwards of twenty lacs 
of rupees; besides the acquisition of a fortress in the 
Oude dominions, of the greatest consequenco in the scale 
of general defence : with other stipulations, which have a 
tendency to remedy former defects in our political con­
nexion with that country, and to give the Company such 
an ascendancy as cannot fail to be productive of material 
benefit to both parties : and which, we trust, will lead to 
the establishment of a good system of government in 
Oude, which hitherto all our endeavours, for a series of 
years, have been unable to accomplish.

“The late Governor-General had given us reason to 
expect, that, for the first year, or perhaps longer, after 
Saadut Ali’s accession, his revenues would probably fall 
considerably short of their estimated amount; and that he 
would find considerable difficulty in fulfilling his pecuniary 
engagements with the Company :—and very satisfactorily 
assigned the ground of that opinion. We are, therefore, 
not surprised to find by the last accounts, that an arrear 
had accumulated in the payment of the Company’s tribute, 
to the amount of uprvards of eighteen lacs of rupees.
Lord Mornington having represented, however, that ho 
believes the Nabob is sincerely disposed to make every 
possible effort for the liquidation of this arrear, as well as 
for introducing such a system of order and economy into 
the management of his finances as will enable him to be 
more punctual in his future payments, we ontertain a 
well-grounded expectation that every cause of complaint 
upon this head will speedily terminate.”

The affairs of Oude being thus settled in a manner 
which bids fair to be permanent; and it appearing by 
your political despatch of the 17th April, 179-“, that the 
most perfect tranquillity continues to prevail in the Vizir’s 
dominions ; and as the resolutions of the late Governor- 
General, of’the 9th and 30th October, 1797, for tho aug­
mentation of the army, were declared to be connected with 
the proposed arrangements for that country, we direct

I ___



B O O K  VJ. that you take into your immediate consideration the pro- 
c h a p . ix. priety of disbanding those new levies, or the necessity of 

—  ' continuing them.” 1
i/99. While the home authorities were thus congrabdating 

themselves upon the state in which the affairs of Oude 
were left by the late Governor-General, and pleasing them­
selves with the belief of its permanence, the new Governor- 
General was meditating the most important changes. 1° 
the political letter from Bengal, as early as the 3rd of 
October, 1798, the authorities at home were informed; 
“ The Right Honourable the Governor-General has now 
under consideration the present state of affairs with Oude, 
and particularly the best means of securing the regular 
payment of the subsidy, and of reforming the Nabobs 
army.” - And on the 23rd of December of the same yeaD 
the Governor-General wrote, in a private letter to the 
Resident; “ The necessity of providing for the defence of the 
Carnatic, and for the early revival of our alliances in the 
Peninsula, as well as for the seasonable reduction of the 
growing influence of France in India, has not admitted 
either of my visiting Oude, or of my turning my undivided 
attention to the reform of the Vizirs affairs. There arc, 
however, two or three leading considerations in the state 
of Oude to which I wish to direct your particular notice ; 
intending, at an early period, to enter fully into the
a r r a n g e m e n t  in  w h ic h  t h e y  m u s t  te r m in a te .__ W h e n e v e r
the death of Almas shall happen, an opportunity will offer 
of securing the benefits of Lord Teignmouth’s treaty, by 
provisions, which seem necessary for the puipose of realiz­
ing the subsidy, under all contingencies. The Company 
ought to succeed to the power of Almas. And the 
management, if not the sovr veignty, of that part of the 
Doab, which he now rents, ought to be placed in our 
hands, a proportionate reduction being made from the 
subsidy ; the strength of our north-western frontier would 
also he increased. On the other hand, in the event of 
Alma’s death, wo shall have to apprehend either the dan­
gerous power of a successor equal to him in talents and 
activity', or the weakness of ono inferior in both, or the 
division of the country among a variety of renters ; in the

1 Papers printed l>jr order of the House of Commons in 1806, i. 30.
8 Paper- , at supra, v. 3.
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“ ^S lL cfie^w e sh o u ld  r is k  in te r n a l c o m m o tio n ; in  th e  tw o  BO O K  V I. 
la t te r , th e  f r o n tie r  o f  O u de w ould  b e  co n sid e ra b ly  w eak- c h a p . ix .
ened against the attacks either of the Abdallee or of any — -----
other invader. The only remedy for these evils will be 
the possession of the Doab fixed in the hand of 010; 
government. The state of the Vizir’s troops is another 
most pressing evil. To you I  need not enlarge on their 
inefficiency and insubordination. My intention is to per­
suade his Excellency, at a proper season, to disband tho 
whole of his own army, with the exception of such part 
of it as may be necessary for the purposes of state, or of 
collection of revenue. Ill tho place of the armed rabble 
v. hich now alarms the V izir, and invites his enemies, I 
propose to substitute an increased number of the Com­
pany’s regiments of infantry and cavalry, to be relieved 
from time to time, and to bo paid by his Excellency. I 
have already increased our establishment to the extent 
of seventeen regiments of infantry, with the view of 
transferring three regiments to tho service of his Ex­
cellency.—"With respect to the Vizir’s civil establishments, 
and to his abusive systems for the extortion of revenue, 
and for the violation of every principle of justice, little 
can be done before I can be enabled to visit Lucknow.” 1 

The hostility of the Governor-General to his fellow- 
subjects pursuing, independently of the Company, their 
occupations iii any part of India, is expressed, without a 
word to indicate reasons, in the same letter, thus ; “ The 
number oi Europeans, particularly of British subjects 
established in Oude, is a mischief which require •< no com­
ment. My resolution is fixed, to dislodge every European; 
excepting the Company's servants. My wish is, to oc­
casion as little private distress as possible, but the public 
service must take its course ; and it is not to be expected 
that some eases of hardship will not be found iu the ex­
tent of so great a measure.” These last words indicate 
extensive numbers. Why did not the Governor-General, 
before he dared to strike at the fortunes of great num­
bers of his countrymen, declare and prove the o\ils which 
they produced ? For what reason is it, let them declare 

know what is understood, under such a government 
as ours, by the responsibility of the ruling few, that he 

1 Papers, ut. supra, UL 2. 3.—M. Despatches, i. 3so.—W.



\ | 0 |® ^ rM ras never yet been effectually called upon to a c c o u n t  for 
cteifcSSr such a conduct 1 The good which they were calculated
---------- to produce is obvious to all. The question still remains

H "- unanswered ; W hat were the evils V
The threat of Zemaun Shah, King of the Abdallees, or 

Afghans, became a convenient source of pretexts for urging 
upon the Vizir the projected innovations. This prince had 
succeeded his father Timur Shah, the son of the celebrated 
Ahmed Shah, the founder of the dynasty, in the year 1792. 
His dominions extended from the mouths of the Indus to 
the parallel of Kashmere; and from the boundaries of the 
Seikhs, at some distance eastward of the great river Attock, 
to the vicinity of the Persian Tershish ; including the ter­
ritories of Kabul, Kandahar, Peishere, Ghizni, Gaur, Sigij*' 
tan, Korassan, and Kashmere. In the year 1796, tins 
prince advanced to Lahore ; and though his force was not 
understood to exceed 33,000 men, almost wholly cavalrji 
he struck terror into the Mahrattas ; and excited alarm lU 
the English government itself. The object of the Shah, & 
announced by rumour,2 was, to re-establish the House 
Timur, to which he was nearly related, and restore the true

1 With a few exceptions, the Europeans who found their way to the n -t‘v.<’ 
courts, whilst the system of exclusion from residence in the Company's terfl' 
tories without permission prevailed, were mere adventurers, without capita1 2,?* 
character, education or principle, who were recommended to the princes of Ind*a 
by a supposed fitness for military command, or an imagined influence with th° 
authorities in England, which might lie a check upon those in India. flie 
evils resulting from the access of such persons in any numbers were sufficiently 
obvious, and bud been abundantly experienced at Madras, Hyderabad, »ncl 
Onde, and fully warranted the ch termination of the Governor-General to tvC 
all possible means for their prevention.—W.

2 The announcement was much more than rumour. Letters from ZeniaUd 
Shah liimseh to the British Government, at successive periods, to Sir John 
Shore and to Mr. Lumsden. Wellesley Despatches, i. 670; Lord’Mornington, 
also, writes to Mr. Dundas, “  I have lately received a letter from Zemaun 
Shah, containing a declaration of his intention to invade Hindustan, and a pe­
remptory demand of the assistance of the Nabob Vizir and of mine, for the 
purpose of delivering Shah Alem from the hands of the Mahrattas, of restoring 
him to the throne of Delhi, and of expelling the Mahrattas from their acquisi­
tions on the south-western frontier of India. That the Shall entertains such » 
design is Unquestionable, and whatever may be the result, it is prudent to b® 
on our guard.” Despatches i ^9. There is no doubt that Shah Zemauu 
seriously purposed the invasion of Hindustan, mid that he repeatedly made a 
demonstration of carrying his purpose into effect. See Elphtnstone’s Cabub 
Appendix, r»iio. Had he been a prince of vigour and talent, or had his au­
thority been firmly established in his own dominions, the project might h&re 
been realized with little difficulty. The march of an effective Afghan
to Delhi would have produced a crisis in Hindustan, of which, although the 
result might have accelerated the extension of our power, yet the interval 
would have been a shite of great anxiety, exertion, and expense. It was soul1” 
policy of the government, therefore, not only to prepare against, but, if P°3'  
Bible, to prevent such au occurrence.—W.
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faith tn the empire of the Great Mogul. The Soikhs, it ap- BOOK VI. 
peared, gave no obatruction to his march : the Mahrattas, chap. ix .
\om ^ e ir  internal distractions, were ill prepared to resist —------
»n : and, though they assembled a considerable army, 1‘®9, 

v' flight have enabled them to dispute the possession 
c Oelhi, or molest him in his retreat, it was still possiblo 
,?r ™». f° the opinion of the person then at the head of 
. le -English government, to advance to Delhi, eveu with so 
inconsiderable an army as that which he led to Lahore ; 
in which case, he would have formidably threatened the 
British interests. The Rohillas, it was imagined, would 
join him ; induced, not only by the affinities of descent 
and religion, and the cruelties which they had sustained at 
the hands of the English and Vizir; but, the Governor- 
General added, by the love of war aud plunder ; yet the 
truth is, that they devoted themselves to agriculture, 
whenever oppression would permit them, with an ardour 
and success of which India had no example; and their 
love of war and plunder meant only a greater degree of 
courage and vigour than distinguished the other races of 
the country.1 The approach of the Shah, it was therefore 
apprehended, would spread the greatest disorders in the 

ouiinions of the Vizir. “ The troops under Almas,” who 
s renter, and defended that half of the dominions 

? , le ' lz‘r which was most exposed to the incursions
0 °f the Mahrattas and Afghans, “ were,” says the Go­

vernor-General, “ respectablo. The other troops of the
Kir, with little exception, would rather have proved an 

incumbrance, than an assistance to the British forces;
<un nothing but the most urgent remonstrances would 
have ensured the exertions or supplies of the Vizir. His 
dominions would have been overrun with marauders ; a 
total temporary stoppage of the collections would have 
ensued ; and these disorders, if not- speedily quelled, would 
have ended in general insurrection.” On the measures to 
he adopted, Sir John Shore found it difficult to decide.
Tlio Mahrattas, excited by their fears, made proposals to

1 The mistake is here repeated of confounding the two races who inhabited 
the province of ltohlicnnd, the Hindu indigenous population and the Afghan 
Settlor*, to whom the term Kohilla should properly K conrned. The form er

>'0 doubt, ,m industrious and agricultural people: the latter were more 
uln , ' - O.Hetv. - soldiers of fortune, who, iipou the oeeurrec ■ .,f war and
maun Shah! ° f I,lunsl(il'> 'voul(1 113 eevWx'y recruited the armies of Ze-

|( t) | <SL
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ROOK '^I. the English for a union of forces against the Afghan. But 
c h a p . ix. the reduction of the power of the Mahrattas, Sir John 
— 3 would have welcomed as one of the most desirable events.

1 < 09. Qn t jj6 0ther hand, Zemaun Shah, if crowned with success, 
would be still a greater object of dread. Again ; if the 
Mahrattas, by their own exertions, prevailed over the Shah, 
they would gain a formidable increase of power. Or, if the 
French leader, who, in the name of Sindiah, now governed 
so great a portion of the provinces, at which the Afghans 
were supposed to aim, should, in the midst of commotion, 
raise himself to the sovereignty of the territories in dis­
pute, this, to the mind of the Governor-General, appeared 
the most alarming consequence of all. Before the English 
government thought itself called upon for any great exer­
tions, a rebellious brother of the Shah excited distui banco 
in his dominions ; and recalled him early in 1797, from 
Lahore. The troops at the cantonments of Cawnpore and 
Futty Gliur had, in the meantime, been ordered into camp 5 
and two additional regiments of infantry had been raised. 
The Governor-General, indeed, imagined, that the march 
of the Shah to Lahore, with so limited a force, was rather 
an experiment than the commencement of an expedition i 
but the question was worthy of his attention whether i* 
would have been easy for the King of the Afghans to come 
with a greater force. I t was, too. after all, the opinion of 
the English ruler, that, though motives were not wanting 
to prompt the Shah to the invasion of Hindustan, it was, 
nevertheless, an event very little probable ; and such as 
there would be little prudence in taking any costly pre­
cautions to defeat.1

In 1798, a belief, but solely derived from rumour,® of 
vast preparations making by the Afghan, for the invasion 
of India, was excited anew. The apprehensions, however, 
of the British government were allayed, by intelligence 
received toward the end of September, that the disturb­
ances within the dominions of the Shah had c o m p e lled  
him to leave his capital and march to Kandahar. But 
this was speedily followed by reports, that the 10th of

1 Minute of the Governor-General, 4th Ot July, 1797. See 8 u Malcolm’® 
Sketch, p. 210.

u This is it mistake, an shown in a preceding note ; the informat ion was posi­
tive. t't:o also Minute of the («ovc.r:tor-Gcneral, of August, 1798. JDesr-fttclies» 
i. IKS.

V W w  J - J  HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA, n i l  j



f f / ^ %  ( '
r .  v ^  ) N e g o t ia t io n  w it h  s in d ia . > S |  | - 9

fixed for commencing his march from Kabul BO O K  VI. 
owards llindustfin ; and though the authenticity of these c h a p . i x . 

leports was held very doubtful, the English government “
tented it “ their duty,” according to their own expres- 1‘J*"

sions, “ to take every precaution against the possi- 
, enty of an event, which, combined with the designs of 
. JiJpoo and the French, might become of the most serious 
Importance.” Endeavours were used to prevail upon 

oulut Jiao Sindiah to return from the south, and put his 
dominions in the best posture of defence ; and great hopes 
vere expressed, that he would follow this advice. “ The 
Governor-General also directed the Resident at the court 
of Sindiah.” I use again the language of the Governor- 
General in council, “ to enter into defensive engagements 
with that chieftain, upon his return to Hindustan, under 
such limitations and conditions, as might secure the effec­
tual co-operation of the Mahratta army, with the least 
possible diversion of the Bril ish force from the exclusive 
protection of the frontier of Oude. His Lordship further 
directed the Resident with Sindiah to endeavour to pro­
vide the earliest resistance to the progress of the Shah, at 
the greatest practicable distanco from the frontier of Oude, 
by encouraging the chiefs of the Rajpoots and Seikhs to 
oppose the first approach of the invading army.” 1 In the 
liauch of October, the Commander-in-Ohief was directed 
to prepare for such a disposition of the troop:; in tho 
upper provinces, and such military operations in general,
Rs w°uld most effectually secure that part of the British 
frontier against an attack from the Afghans. Tho pro­
position of the Commander-iu-Ohief was approved, for 
adding to  the army two regiments of native infantry, for 
the movement of five companies of native invalids to C’hu- 
nar, and of five other companies to Allahabad; and for 
assembling a force to cover the city of Benares. Tiro 
Resident at Lucknow was desired “to urge to the Vi dr,” 
these are the words of the official despatch, “ the necessity 
o ' collecting as large a body of artillery, infantry, and 
cavalry, as possible, to be plced. if necessary, tinder the 
directions of an Euro; can officer, and to be employed in 
the manner suggested by the Com mander-in-Chiefalso, 
to take immediate measures for sending suoh a supply of

> Papers, a t supra, ii. 36.
VOL. VI. K



BQOK VI. grain to Allahabad as the commanding officer in thonelu  
might prescribe, and for obtaining the orders and a s s i s t -  

— ——  ance of the Vizir in despatching, whenever it should be 
1/99, requisite, all the boats not required for the service of the 

army.
Notwithstanding the hopes, however, which had been 

fondly entertained of a defensive alliance with Sindiab, 
the authorities in India write to the authorities in Eng­
land in the following terms : “ From the letter to the 
Resident with Dowlut Rao Sindiab. dated the 2Gth of Oc­
tober, you will observe, that Sindia'h’s continuance at Poo- 
nah, the dissensions and disaffection which prevail among 
his commanders, and the unsettled and precarious state of 
his authority in Hindustan, have prevented our taking any ^
further steps for carrrying the intended a r r a n g e m e n t s  into *
effect.” I t  was in the beginning of October that the 
authorities in India delivered it to the authorities in 
England, as their opinion, that the greatest advantages 
would arise from a connexion with Sindiab. Befoi-e the cud 
of the same month, they find the circumstances of Sindiab 
to be such, that no further steps for carrying the intended 
arrangements into effect are accounted advisable.1 Ag»'u > 
the inability of Sindiab, from the disaffection of his com­
manders, and the tottering state of his authority, were now 
made the foundation on which measures of nolicy were 
built. After an interval of not many months, the necessity 
was urged of draining the whole resources of the British 
state, to make war upon him. The fact appears to bo 
that Sindiab knew the improbability of being invaded by 
the Shah ; and though such invasion would bring on him 
greater evils than it would bring on the government of 
any other state, he chose to remain at Poonah, for the 
promotion of those objects of which he was there in eager 
pursuit.

“ Under these circumstances,” say the authorities in 
India, “ we have judged it expedient to determine, that in 
the event of Xemaun Shah’s approach to the frontier of 
our ally the Vizir, our military operations shall bo con 
fined to a system ofdefon.ee; and we have resolved that 
our ai ms shall, in no case, pass the limits of his Excel­
lency's dominions, unless such a forward movement shall

J 'y  HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. > 3 ^  I
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■ d eem ed  b y  t b e  co m m a n d in g  o ff ic e r  n e c e s s a ry  fo r th e  BO O K  V I. 
p r o te c tio n  o f  th e  fr o n tie r , e i t h e r  o f  O u d e, o r  o f  o u r ow n c i i a i ’.  ix . 
d o m in io n s .” ! --------------
„ ^ et producing all this preparation and expense, the 
, a h "'ho, it seems, had again advanced as far as Lahore, 
oegan his retreat on the 4th of January: and Shah Aulum 
'vas informed by a letter from the Afghan Vizir, that no 
intention remained of prosecuting tho expedition into'
•Hindustan that year, but the helpless Mogul might look 
orward to a more prosperous issue, at some future period.
The cause of the retreat was reported, and believed, to be, 
the alarming progress making by tho brother of the Shah 
at tho head of a military force in the neighbourhood of 
Herat.1 2 * * * * * * 9

In the month of September, Mr. Duncan, the Governor 
of Bombay, had made the following communication to the 
Qoveruor-Gcueral. A personage, of the name of Mehidi 
Ali Khan, had intimated, that, as he was about to make a 
journey into Persia, it might be in his power, and if 
properly authorized, he had confident hopes that it would 
be in his power, to excite the Persian rulers, by threatening 
or attacking the western part of Afghanistan, to divert the 
Lhah from his projected invasion of Hindustan. The fact 
was, that Baba Khan,’ then King of Persia, had espoused 
tho cause of Mahmood, the brother of Zemaun, as the 
elder son, and hence the rightful heir of the late monarch: 
and had already threatened, if not attacked, the province 
of Khorassan. Mehidi Ali Khan was intrusted with a 
mission, the objects of which, as they fell in with the ex­
isting politics of the Persian government, were successfully 
attained. This, however, was not enough to satisfy a

1 P apers, tit supra, ii. 37.
a Papers, u t supra , p. 33.- -M. Shah Mohammed, th e  b ro ther of Zenmun

Shah, by a different m other, who was governor of H erat a t the  tim e of ins 
father’s death , was left in possession of his governm ent upon his acknou lodg­
ing  Zemaun Shah us his sovereign. He subsequently engaged in repeated in ­
surrections against the k ing  in 1794, 1797, and 1799. am i these t ’ mpts,
although unsutv '-A ul. had the  effect of suspending Shall Zeinnun's designs
upon India, and recalling him  from the advance lie had m ade tow ards their 
fulfilm ent. The last rebellion u  Mohammed, in 1900, placed him, l' r  a m a ­
son, on the th rone o f Kabul. El ph instone’s Append. 573. Conolly’s Travel*, 
ii. 202.—W.

9 Baba Khan was the name of the  prince, who upon his accession to  the  
throne of Persia, in 1797, took the title  of i-utteh Ali Shall, b y  wi.i h  m a g ­
nation Ik  is be tte r known. Mohammed was not the rightfu l heir to : he throne 
of Kabul.
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BOOK, VI. miiul, -which longed to do every thing in magnificent stylo; 
riffAiCix. and tile Governor-General prepared a splendid embassy to
---------- the court of Baba Khan. Captain Malcolm, who had lately

171)9. been assistant to the resident at Hyderabad, was chosen, 
for his knowledge of the language, and other accomplish­
ments, to conduct the negociation. “ The embassy,” to 
use the words of the negotiator, “ was in a, style of splen­
dour corresponding to the character of the monarch, and 
the manners of the nation, to whom if was sen t; and to 
the wealth and power of that state from whom it pro­
ceeded” a language this, which may be commonly inter­
preted, lavishly, or, which is the same thing, criminally, 
expensive. The negotiator continues: “ I t was completely 
successful in.all its objects. The King of Persia was not 
only induced by the British envoy to renew liis attack 
upon Khorassan, which had the effect of withdrawing 
Zemaun Shah from his designs upon India; hut entered 
into treaties of political and commercial alliance with the 
British government.” 1 Ti-e embassy proceeded from 
Bombay on the 29th of December, 1799; and the terms 
of the treaties were fixed before the end of the succeeding 
year. I t was stipulated, That the King of Persia should 
lay waste, with a great army, the country of the Afghans, 
if ever they should proceed to the invasion of India, s' 
conclude no peace without engagements binding them to 
abstain from all aggressions upon the English: That 
should any army, belonging to the French, attempt to 
form a settlement on any of the islands or shores of 
Persia, a force should be employed by the two contract: <g 
states to co-operate for their extirpation; and that if even 
any individuals of the French nation should request p ad­
mission to reside in Persia, it shdfild not be granted. In 
the firmauii, annexed to this treaty, and addressed to t  io 
governors and officers in the Persian provinces, it was 
said: “ Should ever any person of the French nation 
attempt to pass your ports or boundaries; or desire to 
establish themselves, either on the shores or frontiers, 
you are to take means to expel and extirpate them, aud 
never to allow them to obtain a footing in any place ; and 
you are at full liberty, and authorized, to disgrace and slay 

hem." Though the atrocious part of this order was, no 
1 M alcolm 's Sketch, p. 317.
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doubt, the pure offspring of Persian ferocity ; yet a Briton BOOK VI. 
may justly feel shame, that the ruling men of his nation, ciiai-. ix. 
a fev^ears ago, (such was the moral corruption of the ~ 
time!) could contemplate with pleasure so barbarous and 1,!13p 
inhuman a mandate, or endure to have thought them­
selves, except in a case of the very last necessity, its 
procuring cause. On tboir part, the Euglish were 
l uund, whenever the King of the Afghans, or auy person 
of the French nation, should make war upon the King 
of Persia, “ to send as many cannon and warlike stores as 
I ossible, with necessary apparatus, attendants, and in­
spectors, and deliver them at one of the ports of Persia.” 1 
'J lie evil of this condition was, that binding, not merely 
fo r  a single emergency, it tended to involve the English 
in all the quarrels between the King of Persia and a 

ighbouring people, with whom it was very uulikely that 
ho would almost ever bo at peace: and thus extended 
more widely than ever those fighting connexions, which 

■ tio  legislature had not only prohibited, but stigmatized, 
a ; contrary at oneo to the interests and the honour of the 
nation. The commercial treaty was of slight importance, 
a. .d aimed at little more than some security from the ill- 
usage to which in 1 .arbarous countries merchants are ex­
posed, and some improvements in tho mode of recovering 
the debts, and securing tht property of the English 
t ders. On the attainment of these points, the envoy 
b: itself, as natural, sets the highest value. “ These 
i - oatics,” he tells us, “ while they o mpletely excluded the 
Fi nch from Persia, gave the English every benefit which 
they could derive from this connexion.” lie adds, “ Kur 
e i there bo a doubt, that if this alliance bad been eul- 
i >ated with the same active spirit of foresight and pone- 
t ..tion with which it we? commenced, it would have 
scoured the influence of the British gov iiimeut iu that 
<; .arter from many of those attacks to which it lias vub- 
s quently been exposed.’"- I t  would htt.t- bvui good, if 
the envoy bad shown, in what advantage tho British 
<•., vernuu'nt could find a compensation, for the expense of 
' > holding such a connexion at the court of Persia.

See Collection of Treaties, See. between the East In-Ha Company and the 
at .- powers; ulso the Ap) endix to Malcolm's Sketch.

- Malcolm’s Sketch, p. 318.
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The result, in regard to the Afghans, is necessary to be 
c h a p . ix. known. The year 1800 was spent, partly in war, partly
----------  in negotiation, between the King of Persia and Zemaun

1791). Shah. In the year 1801, Mahmood, the rebellious prince, 
collected such a force, as enabled him not only to defeat 
his brother, but to render him a captive.1

To grant a residence to Vizir Ali, the deposed Nabob or 
Nawaub of Oude, at a place so near his former dominions 
as Benares, was not regarded as a measure of prudence, 
and he had been made acquainted with the resolution of 
removing him to Calcutta. He viewed the change with 
the utmost aversion ; but all his remonstrances against it 
had proved in vain ; and the time was now approaching, the 
preparations were even made, for carrying it into execu­
tion.

On tho morning of the 14th of January, 1799, he paid 
a visit, by appointment, accompanied by his usual suite 
of attendants, to Mr. Cherry, the British Resident, at his 
house, distant about three miles from Benares. After the 
usual compliments, he began to speak of the hardship of 
his coercive removal; and proceeded first to warmth, at 
last to intemperance of language. Mr. Cherry, whoso 
attentions were understood to have gained his per­
sonal favour, is said to have gently attempted to repress 
his indiscretion, and to remind him that he, at least, was 
not the proper object of his resentment ; when the im­
petuous youth, with sudden or premeditated frenzy! 
started from lii3 seat, and made a blow at him with hi* 
sword. Thi;-, by the law of Eastern manners, was a signal 
to  his attendants, with or without concert; and in an in­
stant their swords were unsheathed. Mr. Cherry endea­
voured to escape through a window, but Ono of the 
attendants, reaching him with his poignard, struck him 
lifeless on the floor. Two other gentlemeu in the room 
being murdered, the assassins hurried to the houses of 
other Englishmen ; hut, sacrificing only two other lives in 
their progress, they were so vigorously resisted by a gen­
tleman, who possessed himself of a narrow staircase, anti 
defended himself agaiust their ascent, that time was given 
for the arrival of a party of horse, upon which they ( 
immediately betook themselves to flight. So little pre-

» Papers, at supra, p* ‘22,23.



jjaijatiotf^had Vizir Ali made for this explosion, that he BOOK VI. 
was obliged to leave behind him whatever property he chap. ix.
possessed; the furniture of his zenana, his elephants, and ----------
even a part of hi3 horses. He retired to the woody 1799, 
country of Bhotwal, where he was joined by several dis­
affected Zemindars.

The news of this outrage excited considerable emotion 
at Lucknow, where it was regarded as the eruption of a con­
spiracy for the overthrow of the government; a conspiracy 
in which it was unknown to what extent the subjects of 
Saadut Ali might themselves be concerned. That ruler, 
in whose character timidity predominated, aud who knew 
that he was hated, suspected every body, even his troops, 
and prayed that the English battalion might be sent from 
Cawupore for the protection of his person. When called 
upon to join with his forces the British army, for the 
chastisement of the offender, he found an excuse, which 
his avarice, his timidity, his desire of ease, and hatred of 
exertion, all combined in leading him eagerly to adopt.
He stated his suspicions of his troops, and represented 
them as too void, both of discipline and of fidelity, for 
any advantage to be expected from their aid. He after­
wards paid dear for his ingenuousness, when this repre­
sentation was brought forward as a reason for thrusting 
upon him measures which his soul abhorred.

Notwithstanding the representations of the former 
Governor-General, Sir John Shore, that the people of 
Oude universally regarded Vizir Ali as destitute of all 
title to the crown, the grand alleged fact, upon which ho 
grounded the important decision of deposing a sovereign, 
and naming his successor; the Marquis Wellesley, in a 
letter to the Resident, dated the 22nd of January, 1801, 
expressly says, “ Active and general support has been 
afforded, by the subjects of his Excellency, to the impostor 
who lately assumed the name of Vizir Ali.” > I t  also 
appears that of the troops of the Vizir, which were re­
quired to assist in reduoing the disturber, a part in reality
joined his standard. , , „

Ho found himself m a short time at tne head of au
l p ntrs r l  u-ra, lii. 146.—M. This Joes not prove that Viilr Ali was 

V „ , , ,  V wtiun Sir J. shore wrote: the contrary wee no doubt the case i; only 
P"1,  . ,-hat was uniformly admitted, the unpopularity of SadutAU, in eou- 
S i'x u ce  of his par it .ouy and financial exactions.-(V.
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BOOK YI. army of several thousand men ; descended with them into 
cnAr.*ix. the plains of Gorukpoor, the eastern district of Oude ; 
— ---- and threw the whole kingdom into trepidation and alarm.

D99. British force was assembled to oppose him. Some 
partial rencounters, in which they suffered pretty severely, 
and the narrow limits for subsistence or plunder to which 
they were reduced, soon disheartened his followers ; when 
they abandoned him in great numbers; and he himself 
took refuge with a Rajpoot Rajah. He remained with him. 
till the month of December following; when the Raj­
poot made his terms with tho British government, and 
treacherously delivered up Vizir Ali, who was carried to 
Fort William, and there confined.

In the month of January, 1799, the Governor-General 
addressed letters to the Vizir, and to the Resident at 
Lucknow, of which the object was to urge, what he was 
pleased to denominate a reform of the military establish­
ment of the Vizir. The London authorities themselves, 
in the letter which they afterwards wrote on the loth of 
May, 1799, expressing their great satisfaction with the 
arrangements in Oude which had been formed by Sir John 
Shore, and with the disposition shown by the Vizir, both 
to make the large pecuniary payments which were re­
quired at his hand.-, and to introduce the reforms into his 
financial system which would ah no enable to meet those 
demands, alluded to his military expenditure in the fol­
lowing terms: “ The large, useless, and expensive military 
establishment, within the Oude dominions, appears to us 
to he one of the principal objects of economical reform, and 
we have much satisfaction in finding that the subject has 
already come under your consideration.” 1 In Iris letter 
to the Resident, the Governor-General says, “ My object 
is, tlrat tho Vizir should disband, as speedily as possible, 
the whole of his military force.” Tho next part of the 
plan was to replace that force by an army exclusively 
British. This was what the Governor-General, with other 
Englishmen, oallcda reform of the military establishments 
of the Vizir : the total annihilai ion of bis military power, 
and the resignation of himself and his country to tire 
army of another state. The Vizir was indeed to retain as 
marry, as might be necessa y, of that kind of troops which

t(J)| <SL
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ws^einfiioyed in collecting the taxes; and as many as BOOS. VI. 
might be necessary for the purposes of s ta te : an esta- ciiaf. ix.
blishment of the sort which Ills own aumils, or tax- ------ —
gatherers, enjoyed. 1799.

The Resident was instructed to avail himself of the 
alarm into which tho timidity of the Vizir had been 
thrown by tho rumours of the expedition of tho King of 
the Afghans, to urge upon him the necessity of a ready 
concurrence with the Governor-General’s views. “You 
will,” says the letter, “ remind his Excellency, that his 
military establishment was represented, by himself, to bo 
not only inadequate to contribute any assistance towards 
the defence of his dominions ; but that, at the moment 
when the services of the British army were most urgently 
demandod on his frontier, he required the presence of a 
part of that force in his capital, for the express purpose of 
protecting his person and authority against tho excesses 
of his own disaffected and disorderly troops. The in­
ference to be drawn from these events is obviously, that 
the defence of his Excellency’s dominions against foreign 
attack, as well as their internal tranquillity can only be 
secured, by a reduction of his own useless, if not dangerous 
troops, and by a proportionate augmentation of the British 
force in his pay. I am convinced this measure might be 
effected with a degree of advantage to his Excellency's 
finances, little inferior to that which it promises to his 
military establishments; and that his Excellency might 
obtain from the Company a force of real efficiency at an 
expense far below that which he now incurs iu maintaining 
his own army iu its present, defective condition.”

“ The Vi:ir," says the Govemor-Genoral, “ might obtain 
a forco : ’’ when the force was to bo the Company’s, and 
the Vizir to have no force. Iu the very same letter, “ It 
is not my intention,” says the Go\ eruor-Geueru), “ that 
tho British force to be furnished to his Excellency should 
becom. a part of his own army. The British force to be 
substituted in place of that part of his Excellency’s army 
which shall be reduced, will bo iu every respect the same 
as the remainder of tho Company’s troops, and will be 
relieved from time to time according to the orders of the 
Governor-General in council.”

The negotiations respecting this affair appeared to the

(t(Jfj*) vfiT
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BOOK VI. Governor-General so important, that he was unwilling to 
c h a p . ix. intrust them to the qualifications of the Resident, Mr.
— ----- ■ Lumsden. Colonel Scott had attracted his confidence and

I '99- esteem ; and he resolved that to him the trust should be 
consigned. “ As I am aware,” said he, in the same letter, 
to the Resident, “ that you will require the assistance of 
some able military officer in the execution of the arrange­
ment proposed, I have requested Sir A. Clark to dispense 
with the services of Lieutenant-Colonel Scott, the Adju­
tant-General, who will be directed to proceed to Lucknow 
immediately, and to remain there for as long a period as 
may be necessary to the accomplishment of the objects 
which I have in view.” 1 In consequence of this intima­
tion, Mr. Lumsden resigned ; and Colonel Scott was ap­
pointed to the office of Resident.

Colonel Scott proceeded to Lucknow in the month of 
June, bearing a letter from the Commander-in-Chief, exe­
cuting at that time, in the absence of the Governor- 
General, the office of Vice-President of the Supreme 
Council. The Nawaub was desirous to postpone, rather 
than accelerate, all discussion upon a project, of which, 
although he was not yet acquainted with its particulars, 
the result, he was sufficiently aware, would be a large re­
duction of his power : and Colonel Scott appears to have 
been willing to employ some time in making himself ac­
quainted with the situation of affairs, before he strongly 
pressed upon tho Vizir the annihilation, called the reform, 
of his military establishment. To the usual causes of 
disorder and mi rule, was at this time added another, in 
the suspension of the powers of the ministers, or princi­
pal organs of government, wh im, having been appointed 
under English authority, the Vizir dared not remove, but 
from whom he withheld his confidence, and the manage­
ment of his affairs. A circumstance, too, which peculiarly 
attracted the attention of the Resident, was the hatred 
and contempt In which the Nabob himself was hold by 
his suhjocts. “ The information,” says he, “ which your 
Lordship has received, of the unpopularity of his Excel­
lency, is probably far short of tho real state ; as, confined 
to the court, the only persons who attend the Durbar, ex­
cepting tho Nawaub’s own sons, and occasionally Almaa 

1 Sec the Id le r, witji that to Sir A. Clarho, in papers, ut supra, ill.4—0.
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Ali Khan, are a few pensioners, of whom his Excellency, BOOK VI. 
from their known character, entertains no suspicion of c h a p . i x .
engaging in politics; and it has not been without some -— ----
difficulty that I  have prevailed on native gentlemen of 1‘99, 
respectable connexions to show themselves at the Durbar.
—The present state of things, so degrading to the charac­
ter of the Nawaub, so prejudicial to his own real interests, 
and to the welfare of his country ; and, I may add—so 
discreditable to the English name, obviously calls for a 
radical reform. Major Scott’s ideas of “ a radical reform,” 
however, were all summed up in these words, “ An open, 
efficient, and respectable administration.” Even this, 
however, he despaired of being able to establish without 
the immediate interference of the head of the English 
government. “ The evident design of the Nawaub,” he 
declared, “ isto  temporize and dolay, that he may enjoy as 
long as possible the fruits of the present system of secret 
agency and intrigue.”1

On the 8th of September, the Resident writes to the 
Governor-General, that, as soon after his arrival as prac­
ticable, he had presented to the Nawaub Vizir the letter 
from the Vice-President, on the subject of the military 
reform ; that he had delivered to him a brief outline of 
the intended plan, and requested to receive his answer as 
soon as it had received a due degree of his consideration ; 
that after more than twenty days had elapsed, he had re­
quested a communication from the Vizir, who named the 
third day succeeding the date of the letter he was then 
writing, to converse with him on the subject.

According to the usual style of oriental politeness, 
which permits no direct contradiction or negative to be 
applied to any proposition from an exalted man, tho 
N.iwab began by saying, “ That the measure proposed was 
not impracticable, but such as he hoped might be accom­
pli ihed : ” he then observed, that he himself had, however, 
a proposition to oiler, which he would either communicate 
to the Governor-General, when he should honour Lucknow 
with his presence, or to the Resident, if he should be in­
trusted with the execution of the scheme. He was pressed 
to disclose the nature of his proposition; but in vain. He

1 L e tte r  to the Governor-General, dated 7th S eptem ber, 1799; papers, ut 
supra, p. 10.



BOOK VI. said he would call in two days, and dictate to the Resident 
c h a p . IX .  a memorandum on the subject, to be transmitted to the 

Governor-General; but this, when it was given, indicated 
i / J . . no more, than that u the proposition concerned himself

personally, that it connected with his own ease the pros­
perity of his government, and in its operation could be 
prejudicial to no person.” 1 The removal of the minister 
was the object at which, by the Resident, he was supposed 
to aim.

On the 20th of the same month, the [Resident held it 
necessary to explain still further the discoveries which he 
was enabled to make of the disposition and views of the 
Vizir. “ After attentively studying the character of l»is 
excellency, and acquainting myself, as far as circumstances 
will allow', with the general tenor of his proceedings, I am 
led to conclude that whilst he is determined to fulfil, with 
minute regularity, the peculiar engagements with the 
Company, his views are directed to the enjoyment of a 
full authority over his household affairs, hereditary domi­
nions, and subjects, according to the most strict interpre­
tation of the clause of the seventeenth article of the treaty 
executed at Lucknow'.—I have no conception that he 
aspires, either now or in prospect, to political independence. 
What he aims at is independent management of the inte­
rior concerns of his dominions, to the exclusion of all 
interference and inspection on the part of the English go­
vernment, and to the gradual diminution of its influence 
over tin; internal administration of his country.” I t w’as 
only on one account, the cruel and destructive mode in 
which the country was governed, that the Resident thought 
the interference of the English government was to be 
desired, “ since the exercise of i t /’ says he,1 “ does not 
seem to have been intended by the late treaty, and is un­
equivocal! y disavowed by several declarations to his pre­
decessor. lie  had not thought it fitting, except in the 
way of allusion, to agitate again the subject of tho military 
reforms/*

Notwithstanding the right which clearly belonged to 
tho IS.awab, of exercising without control the interior go­
vernment of his country, the Governor-General, by a letter 
dated 26th of September, says, “ The present condition of 

1 ut supra, p, 14. "i Jbid. p. 15, 1C.
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ma!£qS&mment appears to preclude you from the informa- BOOK VI. 
tion necessary to your first steps in the proposed reforms.” c h a p .  i x .

This refers to the complaints of the Resident, that the ----------
\  izir carried on his administration by secret agents, not E""- 
by the ostensible m inisters; whence it happened that the 
Resident found no person qualified to give him the infor­
mation which he required. “ I shall hope,” continued the 
Governor-General, “ that my applications to the Vizir 
would remove every difficulty of this nature.—But, if I 
should be disappointed in this expectation, it will then 
become necessary for you, m my name, to insist, that the

izir shall place his government in such a state, as shall 
afford you the requisite means of information, as well as 
of carrying the intended regulations into complete and 
speedy effect.” He adds, “ The great and immediate ob­
ject of my solicitude is, to accomplish the reform of his 
Bxcelleney’s military establishment:— and accordingly, 
this point must be pressed upon him, with unremitted 
earnestness. His acquiescence in the measure must, how­
ever, be totally unqualified by any conditions not neces­
sarily connected with it.” 1

The Vizir procrastinating both the disclosure of his 
secret, and compliance with the proposition for the anni­
hilation-reform of his military establishment, the Governor- 
General addressed him by letter on the 5th of November.2 
■ general considerations which render it extremely 
necessary and desirable that the arrangement respecting 
y°ur military establishment should be carried into execu- 
tio& without delay, have already been fully explained to 
i  our Excellency, and you have concurred with me in my 
view of the subject. One argument in favour of a speedy 
determination on this subject possibly may not have oc­
curred to your mind, and I therefore take this occasion 
explicitly to state it to your Excellency.” Tibs argument 
Was ; that the Company were bound by treats e to defend 
the dominions of his Excellency against all enemies ; that 
his dominions were threatened by Zemaun Shall, and per­
haps by o thers; that “ it might not 1 o in the power of tho 
British government, on a sudden emergency, to reinforce 
tho troops in his Excellency’s country with sufficient ex­
pedition; mv firm opinion,” continues the Governor- 

1Papers, ut supra, p. 16, 17. * Desiat:hes, ii. 132.
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3nor.1l, “ therefore is, that the Company can in no other 
c h a p . ix. manner fulfil effectually their engagement to defend your
--------— Excellency’s dominions, against all enemies, than by main-

1799. t a b l in g  c o n s ta n t ly  in  th o s e  d o m in io n s  s u c h  a  fo rce  as
shall at nil times bo adequate to your effectual protection,
independently of any reinforcements which the exigency 
might otherwise require.” 1 This was, in othor words, an 
explicit declaration, that the military force for the protec­
tion of Outle ought to be, at all times, even in the bosom 
of the most profound peace, at the utmost extent of a war- 
establishment ; than which a more monstrous proposition 
never issued from human organs ! As one of the most 
essential principles of good government consists in reducing 
the peace-establishment of the military force to its lowest 
possible terms, and one of the most remarkable principles 
of bad government consists in upholding it beyond the 
limits of the most severe necessity ; so, few countries can 
be placed in a situation which less demanded a great 
peace-establishment, than the kingdom of Oude. On 
more than one half of all its frontiers, it was defended by 
the British dominions, or inaccessible mountains. On the 
other half, it was not supposed in any danger of being 
attacked, except, either by the King of the Afghans, who 
was separated from it by the extent of several large king­
doms ; or by the Mahrattas, who were too distracted and 
weak to be able to defend themselves. A peace-establish­
ment in Oude, at the perpetual extent of a war-establish­
ment for defence against the Afghans, would he very little 
more than matched by a proposition for a perpetual war- 
estaliii.shment in England, for fear of an invasion from the 
Turks.

Coercion was now to bo employed; and the plan of it 
was this : without any further regard to tho consent of 
the sovereign, British troops, to the proposed amount, 
were to march into the country: the sums required for 
their maintenance were to be immediately demanded: 
and the want of ability otherwise to comply with the 
demand would compel him, it was supposed, to relievo 
himseif from the expense of his own army, by putting an 
end to its existence.

On what ground of justice was this proceeding built ?
1 F .j-ors, ut supra, p. 24, 25.



exhibited an argument: “The BOOK VI. 
.seventh article of the treaty, concluded with your Excel- chap. lx.
lency, by Sir John Shore, provides for the occasional ----------
augmentation of the Company’s troops in your Excellency's 1"00. 
dominions, ill terms which evidently render the Company’s 
government competent to decide at all times on the re­
quisite amount of such augmentation. The same article 
binds your Excellency to defray the oxpense of any force 
winch shall be deemed necessary by the Company for 
yoiu defence.’' 1 The same argumentation was, by his 
Lordship’s military secretary, repeated, more at length, to 
the Eesident.

The treaty, concluded between the English government 
and the Nawaub, by Sir John Shore, clearly established 
two points, with regard to the military force to bo main­
tained at the expense of the Sovereign of Oude; tdat thero 
should be a certain regular, permanent establishment; and 
also a power of making occasional augmentations. Enough; 
said the Governor-General, and his instruments; let the 
occasional augmentations be made the permanent esta­
blishment. When this point was settled, all the benefit 
was attained of arbitrary will; for, as the amount of these 
augmentations was not specified, it remained with the 

°'ernor-General, upon the foundation of a treaty which 
exactly defined the permanent establishment, to make 

lat permanent establishment any thing which lie pleased.
• >ieh is the logic of the strong man towards the weak.

e ore this letter, written on the 5th of November, 
y . . received by the Eesident, and delivered to the 
--•.nam ely , on the l£th of the same month, the measure 

which he had before announced the contemplation, and 
''°h  ho had hitherto preserved a mysterious secret, was 
•'-Closed. He had already, on several occasions, given 

Vent to expressions of impatience, in regard to the diffi­
culties of his government, and the inability under which 

hmnd himself placed of commanding the respect or 
''hedienee of his subjects. These expressions had been so 
Poiuted as sometimes to raise in tlic mind of the Eesident 
a conjecture, that he was meditating a plan of retreat 
lr°m the burdens of government. But at the same time, 
f ilia tio n s  of state were projected, buildings wore planned, 

i Pap ers, u t supra, p . S5.
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— 7 < y  , , .  ^ItOOEcVl. household arrangements were formed, and other things 
c h a p . ix. went on, so much in unison with views of permanency, that
---------  the Resident would not encourage the conjecture which

17U9. sometimes presented itself to his mind. Having ap* 
pointed the morning of the 12th, to meet with him on 
business of importance, the Vizir, says the Resident, 
“ began by observing that he had frequently declared to 
me the impossibility of his conducting the affairs of bis 
country, under existing circumstances ; that probably I 
had not comprehended the full drift of these expressions, 
or coneei ved they were uttered in a moment of ill-humour ; 
that the real meaning of them was an earnest desire to 
relinquish a government which he could not manage with 
satisfaction to himself, or advantage to his subjects.” H° 
added, in the course of tho conversation, “ That his mind 
was not disposed to the cares and fatigues of government, 
that as one of his sons would bo raised to tho musnud, his 
name would remain ; and that he was possessed of money 
sufficient for his support, and the gratification of all hi3 
hi? desires in a private station.” In a second conversa­
tion, on the -morning of the 14th, the Vizir entered into 
soiuo further explanation of the motives which impelled 
him to the design of abdication, which “ consisted,” say3 
the Resident, “ in general accusations against the refrac­
tory and perverse disposition of the people at large ; of 
complaints of the want of fidelity and zeal in the men im­
mediately about bis person ; of the arrogance of some of 
the aumils, and of the open disobedience of others.”

“ Whatever pleasure,” says the Resident, “ this exposure 
of his intentions afforded to myself, and whatever eventual 
benefits I  foresaw to the interests of the two states, from 
the execution of them, I thought it my duty to expostu­
late with his Excellency, on so extraordinary resolution, 
by such arguments as occurred to me on the occasion. I 
replied that the remedy to this aggregate of evils was easy, 
and within his own power ; that a strong and just adult' 
nistrali m would ensure the obedience of the bulk of bis 
subjects on the firm principle of attachment to bis person 
and government; that a conciliatory and encouraging con­
duct on his part would secure fi ielity and enliven zeal ; 
that tlvs reform of the military establishment was the spe­
cific measure that would curb the arrogance of the aumils J



anu~in conclusion 1 pledged myself, if his Excellency BOOK VI. 
would reject the advice of interested favourites, and bo c h a p , i x  . 
guided by the impartial and friendly counsel which your —y—— 

ordship would convey to him through me, that the 
a airs 0t ]rjs government could be conducted with easo to 

unself, to the acquisition of a high reputation, and to the 
prosperity and happiness of his subjects.”

? a question in regard to the military reform, the Vizir 
Replied, that, under his determination of resigning the 
government, all discussion of that subject was useless. In 

ns opinion the Resident acquiesced; and he deemed it 
mr the present, inexpedient to produce the Governor- 
weueral’s letter of the 5th. With respect to the treasures 
and jewels left by the late Nawaub, ho desired instruction; 
as from the expressions of the Vizir, and his character for 
avarice, he thought it was probably his intention to carry 

| them along with him to the place of his retreat.1
The pleasure, which the Resident expressed, at the 

Prospect of the Nabob’s abdication, rvas faint, compared 
with the eagerness of the Governor-General in grasping at 
the pro^. “ la m  directed,” says the military secretary, 
under date of the 21st of the same month, “by the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General, to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letters of the 12th and 14th instant.

“ His Lordship is preparing detailed instructions to you,
'W t lie regulation of your conduct under the delicate 

j und important circumstances stated in those letters. In 
i je mean time he has directed me to communicate to you 
ns sentiments on such parts of your despatch of the 
frill instant, as appear to his Lordship to require imme­
diate notice.

“The proposition of the Vizir is pregnant with such 
benefit, not only to the Company, but to the inhabitants 
<>f Oude, that his Lordship thinks it cannot be too much 
encouraged ; and that there are no circumstances which 
shad be allowed to impede the accomplishment of the 
g»nd object which it leads to. This object his Lordship 
consider, to be the acquisition by the Company of the 
exclusive authority, civil and military, over the dominions 

Oude.
“ His Lordship does not consider the formal abdication

»Papers, ut supra, p. 27—31.
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V v S  / . /  HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. I
BOOK. V!. of the sovereignty by the Vizir to be necessaryto tm s 
b&eS&r end. On the contrary, he apprehends, that step, by neces- 
—— — sarily raising a question with regard to the succession* 

' J' - would involve us in some embarrassment. His Lordship 
is rather of opinion, therefore, that the mode of proceeding 
ou the proposition of the Vizir, must be, by a secret treaty 
with his Excellency; which shall stipulate, on his part* 
tliat from and after a period, to be appointed by this go­
vernment, the complete authority, civil and military, of the 
dominions of Oude shall vest in, and be exercised by and 
in the name of, the Company.

“ In this treaty his Lordship proposes, that the son9 
of the Vizir shall be no further mentioned than may be 
necessary for the purpose of securing to them a suitable 
provision.

“ W ith respect to what you have stated, relative to the 
wealth of the state, if the arrangement in the contempla­
tion of the Governor-General should be agreed to by the 
A izir, his Lordship will feel but little difficulty in allowing 
his Excellency to appropriate it to his own use, stipulating 
only on behalf of the Company, that all arrears of subsidy, 
or of whatever description, due to the Company, shall be 
previously discharged in full by his Excellency.”"1

In conformity with these ideas, the draught of a treaty 
was speedily prepared, and sent to the Resident, accom­
panied by notes for a memorial explanatory of the m-ounds 
of the several articles. The ardour of the Governor- 
General embraced the object as accomplished, or sure of 
its accomplishment. Iu pursuance of orders, the Com­
mander of the troops in Oude delivered in what was 
entitled a “ Memoir of the Precautionary Movements, and 
Distribution of the Company’s Troops, for the purpose of 
establishing the exclusive Control and Authority of the 
Company over the Dominions of Oude.” 2

In the transmission of intelligence, receipt of instruc­
tions, and other preparatives, time was spent till the 15th 
of December; on which day, the plan of tho Governor- 
General, in relation to tho measure of abdication, was 
communicated for the first time to the Vizir, in the 
matured form of tho draught of a treaty. After remarking 
upon the calmness with which the Vizir perused the

1 Paper.], Ut supra, p. 31, 33. 3 Ibid. p. 40—43.



^ L3"8C*ffld his observations upon some inferior points, BOOK VI. 
lis Excellency,” the Resident, says, “ who had not c h a p . ix.

loronghly comprehended the extent of the first article, ---------
asked what meaning I annexed to it. Referring him to 179fl- 
j .ai'tiole itself, I  roplied, that it vested the whole ad­
ministration of the country in the hands of the English 

ntnpany. Ho then asked, what portion of authority was 
p*]. iena?'n w^h  his successor ; to which I replied that the 
1 “U did not provide for a successor. His Excellency 
had inU6d ^ 'S inquiries, by asking, whether a family which 

been established for a number of years, was to aban- 
1 the sovereignty of its hereditary dominions) I replied 

u t  your Lordship’s justice aud liberality had made an 
tuple provision for the comfort aud independence of that 
annly ; anci briefly explained the consideration which had 

tuduced your Lordship to stipulate that his Excellency 
uuild commit the sole aud exclusive administration of 
ude to the Company in perpetuity.” From this con- 

'ersution, the Resident adds, “ I can hardly venture to 
,,law any conclusion : and shall, therefore, only observe, 

ut though his Excellency is perfectly master of conceal- 
d bis passions, yet, if he had entertained an immovable 

ePugnance to the basis of the treaty, ho could scarcely 
ve disguised it under smiles, and an unaltered coun-

«*nance.” 1
A paper drawn up at the request of the Vizir by the 
Aidant, and afterwards altered by the Vizir to a corre­

spondence with his own feelings, was transmitted to the 
,ov ernor'General, as the authentic enunciation of his de- 
,§n °f abdication.2 In answer to this, a very long paper, 
uted tho ICth December, was received from the Governor- 

, On oral. The purpose of this document was to corro- 
orate the ideas on which, in tne mind of the Vizir, the 

Plan of abdication w’us supposed to be founded; and to 
c°bvinco him of the impossibility of reconciling his design 
"bth the appointment of a successor, or any other soheme 
t '*au that of transferring the undivided sovereignty of the 
^botry  to the English.3

I,! t  »l 11 a”mc"nM«ii<inm of the result of tin- cotm-i-nUon held with the 
v .1, drown up in rcmhui. nml epproved of, with some corrections, hy the 

j • Dispatches, H. 162.—“W.
fli.s is a very unfair vienr o ' the scope of the document in question, the
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On tlie 19th of December, the Resident again wrote ' 
c h a p . ix. “ After my departure from the Nawaub Vizir, o i l  the 15th  

~  instant, his Excellency either really was, or pretended to 
1' 99- be, so much affected by the conversation, that he could 

not conceal the perturbation of his mind, which he be­
trayed, by forbidding the customary visits, and by refrain­
ing to transact any of the ordinary business. Although 
there is no reason to suspect that he has disclosed the 
cause of his uneasiness; yet this conduct so indiscreet, 
so unmanly, necessarily occasioned much talk and specula­
tion amongst his own dependants, and the inhabitants of 
the city.

“ Bis Excellency, on the 17th, informed me of his in­
tention to breakfast with me on the following morniDg 1 
but at ten o’clock sent a message, that having been in tb a 
sun, his eyes were so much affected by a disorder he is 
liable to, that he could not fulfil his engagement that day, 
but would call upon me this morning. He accordingly 
came, and when entered into a private apartment, opened 
the conversation by observing, that in the paper trans­
mitted to your Lordship, he had adverted to certain cir­
cumstances and causes, under the existence of which he 
found it impossible to conduct the affairs of his go­
vernment j and that he entertained the hope that y o u r

main tendency of which was to 'Icier SaiTiit Ali from carrying Ms intentions 
nit-. - fleet. It states frankly and undeniably the difficulties 1 v which his ab­
dication would bo follow d, and shows that they could onlv be met bv the as­
sumption Of me v.Iiolo , V.er by the Briiiji, Government lint it ii™ « -  
plioitiy states, that it he should abdicate, he must not expect ti t il e with hint 
the whole of his accumulated wealth, but that he m u lfd T sch ^ a lT  v i l a r *  
one b> the Government ot Oucle, and leave a sufficiency of supply for the im­
mediate want! of his successor. It must have been qnlie cbftiin that thi* 
would put an end to the m jeet Sadut All’s ruling passion was avrviec ; ho 

° u -y f ! \ U;e  n;C<inS, 0f ami*S3in;/ ,v, a lth; for any ether purpose be detested it. His habits were those of a private individual, not a prince- and 
the troui .e and res; onsibdity of his high station deprived it of nil its attrac­
tion:- I here can he little doubt that he war. in earnest in wishing to resign 
Ini! principality if he could hav' enjoyed ids treasures in security and retained 
the siiow of in thority over a successor of his own nomination. The line of 
cr ament adopted by Lord Wellesley was most of all calculated to deter him 
L- .li the exmiiiu-.i of his design. In the despatches published there is no 
indication ot the: k-lii:ht nt his • reposal, cither on tin. part- of the Resident or 
the Govern n , which is described in the text. In ;.is letter to the Court of 
Hire’ tors, informing them of the circumstance, he announces what no states- 
mt(1> •'•ill be in- lined to censure, his intention to profit by the event to the ut- 
iri'-'pravticablc extent, and adds, “ I entertain n confident hope of be in a abJO 
either to i tablish, with the content of the Vizier, tin. sole and e* elusive 
auttiontv «,r the Company within flic province of Oude and its dependencies
d aU u n ^  J)cn|Kttchcs i M d C ° U iaiprovcd aml durubltf foun-
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Id have called upon him for an explanation BOOK VI. 
Jt those circumstances and causes. cuar. ix.

1 His Excellency proceeded, that the proposition ofiered ----------
your Lordship was so repugnant to his feelings; do- 1/92. 

Parted so widely, in a most essential point, from the 
P-'inciple on which he wished to relinquish the govem- 
lJieu t; and would, were ho to accept it, bring upon him 
such indelible disgrace and odium, that he could never 
voluntarily subscribe to it. The sovereignty, he added, of 
nese dominions, had been in the family near a hundred 

./ears ; and the transfer of it to the Company, under the 
Uipulations proposed by your Lordship, would, in fact, be 
a sale of it for money and jewels ; that every sentiment of 
Aspect for the name of his ancestors, and every consider- 
ation for his posterity, combined to preclude bim from 
assenting to so great a sacrifice for tbe attainment of his 
Personal ease and advantage. His Excellency concluded,
Juat the power and strength of the Company placed every 
t™ng at your Lordship’s disposal.

“ Upon stating to his Excellency all the arguments sug- 
•'' '-ed by your Lordship a; inst the nomination of a 
■’accessor, his Excellency replied ; that under your Lord- 
" bp’s determination not to consent to that part of his 
Imposition, he was ready to abandon his design of retire* 
lQ°nt, and to retain the charge of the government.”
. U this resolution was adopted, the Resident called to 
~j'S recollection, the reform of his military establishment, 
lie accomplishment of which would be immediately en­

forced. “ I  must here,” says the letter of the Resident, 
beg leave to call your Lordship’s particular attention to 

“is reply on this point; as tending to die cover his rod 
fsutiments ; and perhaps the true meaning of the words 
‘ certain cause-.’ so repeatedly dwelt upon, and so indus- 

, tri'>usly concealed. His Excellency observed, that the 
roform of his military establishment upon the principles 
deposed by your Lordship, would annihilate his authority 
11 bis own dominions.” 1
^Intelligence of these declarations on the part of the 
 ̂Hir appeal’s to have disappointed and provoked the Go- 

Va>’nor-Goneral in no ordinary degree. On the 27th of 
December, the Secretary writes: “ My dear Scott, I am 

1 Papers, nt supra, p. 62.
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BOOKTVI. directed by Lord Mornington to acknowledge the reeei t 
c h a p . ix . of your letter of the 19th instant to his Lordship’s f 1-
---------- dress. His Lordship is extremely disgusted at t 0

l™- duplicity and insincerity which mark the conduct of t  o 
Nabob Vizir on the present occasion ; and cannot but 
strongly suspect, that his Excellency’s principal, if l 4 
sole, view in the late transaction, has been to ward off t . 
reform of his military establishment, until the advance 
period of the season should render it impracticable, at 
least during the present year.” 1 And in the letter of tb0 
Governor-General to the home authorities, dated the 2f>tb 
of January, 1800, he says, “ I am concerned to inform you1' 
honourable Committee that I have every reason to believD 
that the proposition of the Nabob Vizir to abdicate th® 
sovereignty of bis dominions (a copy of which was trail®' 
mitted with my separate letter of the 28tli of November) 
was illusory from the commencement, and designed to 
defeat, by artificial delays, the proposed reform of hi3 
Excellency’s military establishments.” 2

The truth is, that the vivacity of the Governor-Genera) 
in the pursuit of hi., object was far too great. Had tb® 
sincerity of the Vizir been ever so indisputable, it wu® 
one thing to abdicate in favour of his son; a very differ1- j 
ent thing to abdicate in favour of the East India Com 
Jtany ; and from a proposition to this effect, present' 
nakedly and impetuously, as that was of tho Govern* * 
General, it ought to have been expected that he woi ' 1 
revolt. At the same time, it might have been rogarcB j 
as probable, that if the externals of royalty were loft ' ' ! 
his son, he would be induced to dispense with the swW 
stantiids. The Governor-General should have gone 
Lucknow himself, when the imposing presence of 
authority would have forcibly v.nought upon a mind 
timid, and accustomed to shrink before superior jjo\ 
os that of the Vizir. The Governor-General, too, had ' 
lately recognised the policy of setting up the shodov 
a sovereign,3 that the eagerness is tho more remark 
with which in this case he strove to escape from ” 
When the substance had been held for a time, it w>i'’ 
have boon easy to deal with the shadow, as exper; j 
might direct.

'  Ipimr.. n t«upr.,.p . r,7. »JW d.v 4.
■ . "1" supra, p. lOi, (nx. the case o( Mysore.)
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|  f l  §L
’̂ appointed ia his eager expectation, and piqued at BOOK VI.

0 idea of having been duped, the Governor-General c h a p .  i x .

resolved to proceed in his plan for the military reform ---------
Wl lout a moment’s, delay. The reason for hurry was the 

; p  cater, because the season approached when additional 
jiconvcnience would attend the movement of the troops, 

i ® Resident,” says the Governor-General himself, in 
• 10 lu  ̂ letter to the home authorities,1 “ was directed 

niediateljtj either from himself, or in concert with the 
{ pMarauding officer at Cawnpore, as the nature of the 

_ se might appear to him to require, to direct the several 
0l]is to move to such points of his Excellency’s domi- 

!’lou“, as might appear most advisable ; giving due notico 
0 his Excellency of the entrance of the augmentation 
* tlJo troops into his territories, and calling upon his 

; t-xcelloncy to adopt the requisite measures for the regular 
Payment of the additional force.

On the 4th of January, 1800, “ I informed,” says the 
msident, “ his Excellency, that the first division of the 

j .loops, intended by your Lordship to augment the forco 
j1' Oude, as stated in the paper which I had presented to 
‘!m, was now in a situation immediately to enter his 

Excellency’s dominions; and that I w;i, anxious to advise 
■’itli him on their destination. He entreated that no 
ateps might ho taken for their actual march into his 

oiiiinions, until I had seen and reflected upon the sen- 
Unents which he was then employed in committing to 

paper, and upon some propositions he had to offer. 1 
assured turn it was totally impossible to delay the march 
of troops ; but that, as it would require a day or two to 
arrange a place for their distribution, if bis’Excellency 
would, in that space, come forward, in an unreserved man­
ual', with any specific propositions, I should be enabled 
to judge what weight to allow them, and how far they 
would authorize me to suspend the progress of the corps.
His Excelloncy having observed that his assent had not 
yet been given to the augmentation of the troops, I ex­
plained to him the principle on which your Lordship’s 
determination was founded. To which he replied, that, 
if the measure was to be carried into execution, whether 
with or without his approbation, there was no occasion 

' Dated the 31st of August, 1800; papers, ut sup,n r. to.
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lr consulting him ” To this last observation tKe Bern- j 
3nt found it not convenient to make any answer, and 1 

ismi immediately diverted the discourse to another point of 
10UU- the subject.’

On the 15th of January, the Nabob communicated to '• 
the Resident a paper in which he thus addressed h im : 

You, Sir, well know, that the proposed plan never, in anv 
measure, met with my approbation or acceptance; and 
that, in the whole course of my correspondence with the 
Governor-General, on this subject, not one of my letters 
contains my acquiescence to the said plan.” 

lie t)3 again, “ I t may fairly be concluded from Lord 
- lornington s letters, that arrangements for the addition^ 
troops were not to take effect, until funds should be pro­
vided for their support, by the dismission of my batta­
lions. Nothing having as yet been agreed upon, respecting J 
the disbanding of the latter, and the additional Company fc i 
troops being on their march, whence are the funds to he 
derived for their payment ? Their sudden approach, too> 
leaves no time to form arrangements for them.” . !

“ Notwithstanding,” says lie, “ I am well assured that, in 
consequence of the measure, thousands of people maf 
be deprived of their subsistence ; and that, by the dis­
banding of my troops, serious commotions and alarm3 
will take place in the capital (for which reason I gjv® ; 
previous warning of its mischievous effects), yet, dreading ! 
his Lordship’s displeasure, and with the sole view’ , 
pleasing him, I  am compelled to grant my assent to th-' 1 
introduction of the plan.”

He then proceeds to enumerate certain things, which j 
he still desired, as conditions under which the measure) 
jf  unavoidable, might take its effect. The first was, tba | 
the augmentation of the troops should not be carne 
beyond the extent of his means. Another was, that 
additional force should be kept in one body, and penua 
nently stationed in one place, which would render it n)0 _ j 
efficient against Zemaun Shah, and other enemies, defeu , 
’’gainst, whom was its only pretext. A further condi 1 ,
Wfus the the English commander should not intei “
'■ffh the collection of the revenue. After several o 1 I 
l>i'.positions of minor importance, he said, “ From ; 

1 Papers, Ut supra, Ui. 73.



LIONSTRANCE OF THE VIZIR.

e Sircar of the Company I  am led to expect, BOOK VI. 
tt'&t, having, in the present instance, in order to avoid c h a p . i x .

the Governor-General’s displeasure, given my consent to ---------
the introduction, as far as possible, of the plan, I shall not 180°- 
1 v  future be troubled with fresh propositions.” 1 

On the 18th, a paper or memorial, the draught of which 
had been communicated to the Resident on the 11th, was 
despatched by the Vizir to the Governor-General. He 
began by adverting to the length of time his ancestors 
had enjoyed the unlimited sovereignty of these pro- 
^nces. Ife described the dangers which had threatened 
the government of his brother, as well from foreign foes 
asi the disaffection' of his troops. “ Notwithstanding,”
?aid he, “ these circumstances, it never once entered the 
Pagination of the British rulers to introduce such in­
novations, and carry into effect such arrangements, as 
hose now suggested by your Lordship.” Ho then de­

scribed how completely he was the creature and dependant 
. ^ le Company, and said “ it was in all ages and coun- 
>es the practice of powerful and liberal sovereigns to 

Pare neither expense nor trouble in assisting those whom 
q have once taken under their protection. Should the 

I .°mpany;” said he, “ no longer putting confidence in the 
Q(. Cerity of my friendship, deprive me of the direction 
, . h'y own army, and spread their troops over my do- 
ja. n*on8> my authority in the provinces would be annihi- 
VI u  nor wouW my orders be attended to on any occasion, 
a 0 ,h°r trilling or momentous. Making myself, however, 
s[ • I16 a(hts, “ that it never can have been your Lord- 
de , S "Mention, or conformable to your wish, to distrust, 
j  S'ade me, or lessen my authority in these dominions,
Unf • "h^hout ceremony disclose to your Lordship my 
0 '-'oiled sentiments and wishes.” And ho then pro­
v e  ^  remonstrate against the measure by a train of 

1 °o t unskilfully conceived. “ By a reference,” said
‘to the Becondarticle of the treaty, it will he evident 

th ^UUr Lordship, that on my accession to the musnud, 
j }a® forco designed for the defence of these dominions was 
1 tvhfieasetl beyond what it had been in any former period ; 

sai , st °a my part I  agreed to defray the expense of the 
Pgmentation. But in no part of the said article is

i Papers, u t supra ,ii:. 77, 76.
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BOOK-AI. it written or hinted, that, after the lapse of a certain 
CHAI’* ix. number of years, a further permanent augmentation should 
"* take place. And to deviate in any degree from the said

1800, treaty appears to be unnecessary. — From an inspection 
of the 7th article, we learn, that, after the conclusion oi 
the treaty in question, no further augmentation is to he 
made, excepting in cases of necessity ; and that the in' 
crease is to be proportioned to the emergency, and endure 
but as long as the necessity exists. An augmentation 
the troops, without existing necessity, and making nrt 
answerable for the expense attending the increase, ia 
inconsistent with the treaty, and seems inexpedient.- 
Towards the latter end of the 17th article, it is stipu­
lated, ‘ that all transactions between the two states sh- 
he carried on with the greatest cordiality and liariuo'1. ’ ' 
and that the Nawab shall possess full authority over 11 ̂  | 
household affairs, hereditary dominions, his troops, ''l1 
his subjects.’ Should the management of the arm)1 
taken from under my direction, I ask where is my aU  ̂
rit.y over my household affairs, hereditary dominions, 6 
my troops, and over my subjects 1 — From the above co , 
siderations, and ,rom the magnanimity of the Sires1 ^  
the Fnglish Company, I am induced to expect from J 1 j  
Lordship’s kindness, that, putting the fullest trust & 
confidence in my friendship and attachment on « '1 \'g 
occasion, you will, in conformity to the treaty, leave 11 ̂  
in possession of the full authority over m y‘d o m in g  
army and subjects.— The fame of the Company will) ^  
these means, be diffused over the face of the earth ; at' i  
my reputation increasing, I shall continue to o£fer * 
prayers for the prosperity of the Company.”1 

This remonstrance, which it is impossible to aDS"" v, 
the Governor-General found, in the forms of ceren10. ^  
ft pretext for treating as an insu lt; and for not ausW'-1̂  
it. The following communication, signed by the seen • 
was forwarded by express to the Resident. “ Your ‘, , ,0) 
of the 18th instant, with its several enclosures, has 
received by the Right Honourable the Governor-GeUL .,j , 
— lb -  Lordship, not, thinking proper to receive, jn ,,,u 
K«wnt f o r m  th<- written communioation made ^  

the Nubob Vizir ou the 11th instant, as an
1 Papers, ut supra, iii. 87, 88.
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*(S)t.Y  MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL. kjTS*^i
I '})~q t

to Disrtordsliip’s letter of the 5th November last to his BOOK. VI. 
Excellency—directs, that you lose no time in returning cuap. ix. .
the original of that communication to his Excellency,---------
accompanying the delivery of it with the following ob- 180°- 
servations, in the name of the Governor-General: — The 
Mode adopted in the present instance by his Excellency 
°f replying to a public letter from the Governor-General,

I attested by his Lordship’s seal and signature, and written 
on a subject of the most momentary concern to the 
Mutual interests of the Company and of his Excellency, 
besides indicating a levity totally unsuitable to the occa- 
S1°n, is highly deficient in the respect due from his Ex­
cellency to the first British authority in India : — If is 
Lordship, therefore, declines making any remarks on the 
paper which you have transmitted, and desires that tho 
Nabob Vizir may be called on to reply to his Lordship’s 
jotter of the 5th November, in the manner described no 
less by reason than by established usage; if, in formally 
answering his Lordship’s letter, his Excellency should 
turn!; [,r0per to jmpeach the houour and justice of the 

ritish government, in similar terms to those employed 
m the paper delivered to you on the 11th instant, the 
Governor-Genoral mil then consider, how such unfounded 
calumnies, and gross misrepresentations both of facts and 
cguments, deserve to be noticed.” This was language 
(l a legitimate hereditary sovereign ! The course of pro­

cedure is worthy of notice. A party to a treaty fulfils all 
* conditions with a punctuality, which, in his place, was 
together unexampled: a gross infringement of that 

>eaty, or at least what appears to him a gross infringe- 
°.nt> is about to be committed on the other side: ho 

P°>Uts out clearly, but iu the most humble language, 
favouring of abjectness, much more than disrespect, the 
^consistency which appears to him to exist between the 
treaty and conduct : this is represented by tho other 
Party as an impeachment of their honour and justice; 
jUi<J if no guilt existed before to form a ground for punish- 
lllS the party who declines compliance with their will, 
jj Stilt is now contracted which hardly any punishment 
nan expiate. This, it is evident, is a course, by whibh 
l1” infringonjgnj. of a treaty can ever be destitute of a 
justification. If tho party injured submits without a
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X'x- ̂  . T, ISBOOK VI. word, his consent is alleged. If he complains, he _ 11 

chap. ix. treated as impeaching the honour and justice of his 
— — superior ; a crime of so prodigious a magnitude, as to sê  

1SUU’ the superior above all obligation to such a worthless 
connexion.

But this is not the whole of tho message which Ij1 
Resident was commanded to deliver, in the name of 
Governor-General, to the Vizir: “ The Governor-Gen^1 
further directs, that you peremptorily insist on the b a' 
bob Vizir furnishing a detailed answer to the paper trouS' 
mitted by his Lordship, on the 16th December la s t,101 
his Excellency’s information and consideration ; and tha 
such answer be duly attested by his Excellency’s signatur , 
in the same manner as his Lordship’s paper was forma ^ 
attested by the signature of his Lordship : his Excellency ̂  
early compliance with this demand is equally due to 
dignity of this government, and to the candour o 
proceedings; in consequence of his Excellency’s own ep° 
taneous proposal to abdicate the sovereignty of his 
minions ; if his Lordship’s manner of receiving a110 arg 
swering that extraordinary proposition of the Vizir apPe®̂g 
in any degree objectionable to his Excellency, it beh°' 
his Excellency clearly to state his objections, in the 1110 
formal and authentic mode; otherwise the Govern0 
General must., and will conclude, that his Excellency 
original proposition was purposely illusory ; and V " * 
become his Lordship’s duty to treat it accordingly* 1 
an unworthy attempt to deceive the British G overn ing  
In all the transactions of his Lordship’s government, e11 ^
his arrival in India, he has pursued a plain and di1̂  
course ; and he is determined to adhere to the same > 
variable system of just and honourable policy, noi 
he be diverted from the system, by any machination ^  
artifice, duplicity, or treachery, which may be opp°sel 
him ; he has already found the advantage of this cou • 
in frustrating the projects of the enemies of Great Bn ’ . 
in India; and he is satisfied that it will prove equ^^ 
efficacious in confirming the faith of his allies. ' j. 
earnestness with which tho Governor-General desired  ̂
this message should be delivered with unimpaired VI8 
to the Nawab, is visible in the immediately succc-' - 
paragraph of the same le tte r : “ A copy of the foregone



V V ^ c oW l a in t s  AGAINST THE VIZIR. n f  i

^ -jyTaM^Hs, in Persian, attested by the signature of the BOOK 11. 
+li°v ̂ yn°i'-G-eneral himself, will be forwarded to you by c h a p . ix .

0 °ersian translator : and his Lordship directs that you 
" tu n ica te  the same to the Nabob Vizir, either in case 

is pp °u^  bave any reason to suppose that his Excellency 
not' ° ^ t0 eat0rtain the smallest doubt of your being,,
CQn °n]y authorized, but commanded by his Lordship, to 

ey to his Excellency the message contained in the 
j ey7nS paragraphs, as nearly as possible in the terms 
ti • ̂  _Ich they are expressed; or, in the event of your 
sin- fU® that the document, attested by his Lordship’s 
f  ature, will be more impressive than the verbal mode

communication.”1
, ,u Mo 20th and 28th of January, the Resident com­

plained to the Governor-General, that the Vizir, instead 
th ,glvmS bis cordial assistance, in carrying into execution 
i e Measure of annihilating his army, was rather placing 
add t' ments in tlle way * by insisting that the English 
°Ver *°roe ®bould not be dispersed in small bodies 

',ae country ; by withholding the statement which 
°'vn I600 r?<lub'eti °f the amount and distribution of his 
n, >at̂ abons > an(l by delaying to issue the perwannahs 

* Wit] Sat'^ ensure provisions to the additional troops. 
jSsu , le8ard to the last article, the Resident, however, 
gove • 1,18 ° " u orciers > aud sllcb was the state of the 

rp, IlI? ent, that they were punctually obeyed.5 
pet,sj° Resident deferred the message to the Vizir, till the 
"on t)1 l̂a®®iation arrived. “ Having received," says he, 
of , le 28th, in the evening, the translation in Persian 
Upon ,u. lordship’s message to the Nawab Vizir, I waited 
°bedi 18 J'xc°beney on the 20th in the afternoon, and, in 
in ,, en°® to your Lordship’s commands, returned to him, 
pro,, 6 niost  formal manner, the original draught of Lis 
pan °SOa êtter to your Lordship, accompanied with the 

of observations. His Excellency discovered con- 
e»Pr, ° s ta t io n  in the perusal of the paper; and lie 
as\ esse<* v®ry poignant regret, at having unintentionally, 
v ® denied , drawn upon himself such solemn animad- 
oh:So JQS from your Lordship.—It would, his Excellency 
t . ,  n ,ecl> be the extreme of ingratitude and folly, wan- 

y to provoke the displeasure of that power, on which 
1 Japci-8, lit surra, iit. 89. 2 IMd. ill. 89, 90.



BOOK VI. alone he relied, for the preservation of his honour, aud 
c h a p . ix. the support of his authority. He attempted to apologlse
---------- for the paper, by saying, that he meant it merely as a

1800. representation of arguments which might be produced, 
and not as a formal declaration of his own sentiments, 
and on that account had adopted the mode which y°ur 
Lordship had viewed in so exceptionable a light- I’1 r0' 
spect to the neglect in replying to the paper which had 
been submitted by your Lordship for his information and 
consideration, his Excellency assured me, that it arose 
from his inability to pursue, and reply, in detail, to the 
extensive train of reasoning which your Lordship ha 
employed; and that he hoped your Lordship would hnv̂ e 
received the verbal communication, made through m°> ^  
the impossibility of his acceding to your Lordship b  ̂
commendation, as a full, and respectful answer. ^  
Excellency asked, for what purpose, or to what a ' - > 
could the attempt be, to deceive your Lordship by illuso1 
propositions?” 1 ... ,

The intelligence' from the Resident, that o p p o s '^  
rather than assistance was given by the Vizir * 
execution of a measure of*which he so highly disapp101 ,  ̂
produced a long letter of violeut animadversions from ^  
Governor-General, in which he told the harassed » 
trembling Vizir, “ the means which your Excellency 
employed to delay, and ultimately to frustrate, the exec 
tiou of the above-mentioned plan, are calculated to ^ 
grade your character, to destroy all confidence betw®^ 
your Excellency and the British government, to P1’04. ' ^  
confusion and disorder in your dominions, and to 1PJ|1 
the most important interests of the Company, to su<3 
degree, as may be deemed nearly equivalent to p°®' 
hostility on your part.”—“The conduct of your ExceHei v> 
in this instance,” he afterwards adds, “ is of a natm ^  
unequivocally hostile, and may prove so injurious to e 
interest, both of your Excellency and of the ^°®PjaV0 
that your perseverance in so dangerous a course J aj| 
me no other alternative, than that of considoriUe uJ. 
amicable engagements between the Company am- - j.0 
Excellency to be dissolved.” '-—This was most distinc .

1 l’.-iperB, lit supra, iii. 01, 02.
^>utcd ‘Jth February 18(H). Despatches, ii. 208.'—W.
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* ( ^ m plia n c k  f o r c ed  u po n  t h e  v iz ir . \ W < |

lie did not immediately comply, the Go- BOOK V I.  
^ThSfiiJefieral would make war upon him. And since c h a v . i x .

heir' Wlia mo^ ve depended upoD, in truth, from tho ---------
. “ginning, would not the direct and manly course have 1800.
B , 01ed the main purpose equally well, and all other 
;8 1l10s°s a great deal better 1 We are the masters ; such 

W*U : nothing short of strict and prompt obedience 
^he endured.

and s ar^ent were tho desires of the Governor-General 
vvh' 1°  naucb was he accustomed to assume everything on 
t] -lc '  bis conclusions depended, that he maintained, in 
atubu^*61’ to the face of the Vizir, that of the plan for 
tion ll â*'*n8 bis army, the Vizir had, “ after full delibera- 

J ’ exPrcssed his entire approbation.” 1 
tb t 0re tho end ot" February, the Vizir felt convinced, 
nia Y 0tnPlianoe could not be evaded. The money do- 
autl C<' on accoimt of the additional forces was paid;

, ?rders were issued for commencing the discharge of 
tr0 W °'vn battalions. The business of dismissing the 
by tf  ! 00cullied a considerable tim e; and was retarded 
l60j.;ie uccessity of employing a portion of them in col- 
of "" taxes which were then due. It was a matter 
doniC01'?*C*ela^ e delicacy, to avoid commotion, and the 
a out t ^°r bloodshed, where so many armed men were 
sistu t0 deprived of their accustomed means of sub- 
cre ,c°- The business was conducted in a manner highly 
gent'l ,l tbe ability as well as the feelings of the
t,;on eniei1 upon whom it devolved. I t was tho disposi- 
with aÛ  Prinoiplo °t the Governor-General, to treat 
of h ifeUerosity tbe individuals upon whom the measures 
ari'e- ®°Vermnent might heavily press. As considerable 
Paid'1 ̂  Were always duo to native troops, and seldom fully 
£,) j. jbo complete discharge of arrears, on which tho 
of £ l government insisted, was a powerful instrument 
eVe °ncibation. When dissatisfaction anywhere appeared, 
patiy effort was employed to correct misapprehension; 
ra th 1>06 was exercised; the means of coercion were 
lend?, e*bibited, than used ; pardon was liberally ex- 
b ,f0 6cl> even where resistance had been overcome ; and 

le the end of the year, the measure was in a great

1 Tapers, u t  supra , iii. 96—101.



\'-,. BoOK. VI. part carried into effect without bloodshed ^er-4on*' 
xjjpHAt-yfx. motion.1

" In the month of November, 1800, when a demand for a
1*c'°- second body of new troops was presented to the Vizir, he 

complained, by letter, to the Resident, in the following 
terms: “ The state of the collections of the country13 
not unknown to you. You know with what difficulties 
and exertions they are realized, and hence I feel a great 
degree of solicitude and apprehension, lest, if I shouW 
fail at a season of exigency, my responsibility should 
impeached : I, therefore, wrote to you, that, until 1 'va* 
secure of resources to answer the demands, I could no 
become responsible: Accordingly, Jye Sookh Roy “i 
been directed to prepare a statement of the condition 
the Country, with respect to its resources. You shall 
informed when it is ready ; and you can then come 
inspect i t ; and, in concert, devise resources for the 
ditional demands, according to the assets ; and I wu 
accordingly.” In another part of the same letter, he sm  ̂
“ Formerly, in the plan proposed for the reform °* ^
military, it was written, ‘That the resources for the e^  
pense of the new troops would he found in the reduc 1 
of those of his Excellency:’ Although the resources 
the payment of the new British troops were not foUIlt 
the reduction of those of the Sircar ; now that you 'vrJ ’ 
to have the charges of other new troops added to 
debit of the state, when the reduction of tho m il iW  
not yet supplied resources for the payment of the °ha. ^ 0 
of the former new troops, how can I take upon my3'’1. . 
defray the charges of these new troops, without subju 
ing the Sircar to the imputation of a breach of faith--

Of these complaints, the Governor-General 
availed himself to found on them pretensions of a t  
description. “ If,” said he, in a letter to the _RC.S1 ^  
dated 22nd of January, 1801, “ the alarming crisis 
approaching, in which his Excellency can no lougm 
his public engagements to the Company, this cu'®8).ed 
must be imputed principally to his neglect of my reP xgj 
advice and earnest representations. The augW0

t t l 0  d>s‘
1 Ifliie.rs, u t snpra, iii. n r —140. containing tho oorresponddnoe 011 

of the  troops.
- ibid. iii. 141 .—j i , ]>rpatches, ii. 422.—-W.
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KiJ <gLV C .^ S B J t/ONAL DEMANDS UPON THE VIZIR. M W - i
^Knr i ■'M'1,7"J“F§e5'might have been amply provided for, if his Ex- BOOK VI. 
hi jUĉ  had vigorously and cordially co-operated with me, chap. ix.

the salutary and economical measure of disbanding his ----------
th pUldisciPlm6d troops. It is now become the duty of 1891.

British government, to interpose effectually, for the 
Protection of his interests, as well as those of the Com- 
Lf . ^’ 'v*iich are menaced with common and speedy de- 
of h' l°n’ ^  raP’ĉ decline of the general resources 
We IS E x ce llen cy ’s dominions.” It may be observed, as 
t h ^ at; ^  Hie PromPt disbanding of the forces of 

' izir would disengage a revenue perfectly equal, and 
01 e than equal, as had all along been confidently af- 
>ued, to the charge created by the additional force, the 
hay which the reluctance of the Vizir occasioned, and 

’ aich. was now overcome, could only occasion a temporary 
j ^ai-rassment; and that menace of common and speedy 
^63truetion, 0f which the Governor-General so tragically 
i}J°ke> had no existence. Or, that, on the other hand, if 
; 6 rn®nace of destniction was real, the pretence of find- 
re?,’ 111 H*e discharge of the Vizir’s battalions, an ample 
Tl °e ôr hbe new impositions, was void of foundation, 
ha B i ̂ er 8oes on> “ The Vizir is already apprized, that I 
wj .e, °Qg lamented the various defects of the system by 
Jn- . the affairs of his Excellency’s government are ad- 
jj lshered. Conscious of the same defects, his Excellency 
av., lePoatedly expressed a wish to correct them by the 
of ti noe °f t’he British government. The continuance 
d • present system will exhaust the country to such a 

58 to preclude the possibility of realizing the 
be " i ' phuse of inveterate and growing abuses must 

substituted a wise and benevolent plan of government,
Se 0ll‘ated to inspire the people with confidence in the 

°Ul%  of property and of life; to encourage industry ; and 
Polish order and submission to the just authority of 

fits State’ on the solid foundations of gratitude for beno- 
re,-eived, and expectation of continued security” The 

ip, T<3! a°r-General here establishes the goodness of govera- 
a ®t> “as the solid foundation of submission to its 
t l i t  ty ” He would not add, what was equally true, 

a there ought to be no submission without it.
I’ll -1 following passage of the letter deserves profound re- 

“Having,” continues the Governor-General, “maturely 
vi. M

■ e°lfeX



v ' {jJJOIfj VK considered these circumstances, with the attention ana 
crttrc'jx. deliberation which the importance of the s u b j e c t  re-
--------- quires, I am satisfied that no effectual security can be

1801. provided against the ruin of the province of Oude, until 
the exclusive management of the civil and military g°" 
verhment of that country shall be transferred to the 
Company, under suitable provisions for the maintenance 
of his Excellency and of his family. No other remedy 
can effect any considerable improvement in the resources 
of the state, or can ultimately secure its external safety, 
and internal peace.”

If this was the only plan which could avert from ‘j jC 
state every species of calamity; absolute master, as 
was. of the fate of the country, why did the Governoi 
General hesitate a moment to carry it into execution 

He resolved to offer this proposition to the "V izu' m 
form of a treaty: but added, “Should his Exce e? f 
unfortunately he persuaded, by the interested couJse ^ 
evil advisers, absolutely to reject the proposed treaty, J 
will then proceed to inform bis Excellency, in firm, 
respectful language, that the funds for the regular P*J 
ment of the subsidy, to the full extent of the augmen ^ 
force, must be placed, without a moment of delay, bej on 
the hazard of failure.—For this purpose, you will re*!®1 
ids Excellency to make a cession to the Company,, 
perpetual sovereignty, of such a portion of his territoii 
as shall be fully adequate, in their present impover]S 
condition, to defray those indispensable charges-’ 
selecting tho portions to be demanded, the object v  
to insulate tho Vizir, as well for the purpose of pre°*u. 
him from foreign connexions, as of defending M®1 1 .
foreign dangers. To this end, choice was made «  ̂ ^  
Doab, and Rohilcimd, in the first instance, with t  
dition of Azirn Ghur, and even £orukpoor, if the rc'  t0 
of the former country should prove inadequate.' A h 
the same purport, and nearly in the same words, , a“>.‘ ,»
same time, written by the Governor-General to tho ^
I t  closes with the following terms : “ I  request I®®1 jg 
cellency to be satisfied, that the whole course of 0Vjit[jg_ 
in Oude, since your accession, has rendered it r®3 11

' Paper*, at sir, ra, iii. 145—14S.
" Ibid. p. 148—1 6 1 ,—M, Despatches, ii. 429.—W,
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\ .  \  ®>RT h k  THE VIZIR’S DOMINIONS TAKEN. ,\  %'SV ‘'<NM4  ̂ ft i

to adhere with firmness to tho tenor of this BOOK VI. 
eftBr> as containing principles from which the British chav. ix.

So'ernment never can depart; nor can your Excellency --------- -
eceive with surprise, or concern, a resolution naturally MM. 
'suiting from your own reiterated representations of the 

^°nfusion of your affairs, and of your inability either to 
nee them to order, or to conciliate the alienated affec- 

t j°ns °* your discontented people.” The corollary from 
 ̂lese deductions most necessarily, and most obviously is, 

ti at any sovereign who governs ill, and loses the affec- 
t  °ns °f his people, ought to abdicate, or to be compelled 
, ° ahdicate, the sovereignty of his dominions. We shall 
. ? how energetic and persevering an apostle of this doc- 

'®e the Governor-General became,
^  tho subsidy which, according to the treaty of Lord 
j^ugnniouth, was already paid by the Vizir, amounted to 

?' ^,00,000 : the annual expense of the additional force 
_ i which he was to be loaded, was 54,12,929 : the whole 

° h amount to 1,30,12,929 rupees. The Nawaub was 
s hUll'®d to make a cession of territory, in perpetual 
its 0 1 to the English, the revenue of which, even in 
the^lGSen*' unproductive state, and without any regard to 
arn lcaProvements of which it might be susceptible, shoidd 
of "i'?*’ *"° su°h a sum, over and above the whole expense 

faction . The revenue remaining to the Vizir after 
fito! a A u c tio n  would have been 1,00,00,000.* The ter- 
Hio ^ eni which he was to be deprived, amounted to 
h ;.' , laQ oue half, to not much less than two thirds, of 

1&T|vl*ole dominions.
pro„18 address of the Governor-General to the Vizir was 

to that prince on the 16th of February; and the 
pie . conversation on the subject between him and the 
ti0 1(̂ snt  Was on the 26th. “ His Excellency’s conversa- 
R 011 that day,” says the Besideni, “ though it did not 
jj °unt to a positive rejection of the first proposition, 
of cvered an unreserved repugnance to tho acceptance 
j j  1‘-’ Before this letter, however, dated on the 6th of 
q c’0O) Was closed, a letter addressed to the Govcrnor- 

nwta] W£UJ rece;vej  fTOm the Vizir.2 His complaints 
sulP«cting ti10 want  of funds for payment of tho enlarged 

Suly, he explained as far from amounting to the alarm- 
1 Papers, ut supra, ili. p. 161—20b. 8 Despatches, ii. 474.
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BOOK. VI. ing proposition into which they were framed 
euAP,--tx vernor-General; but, as the fund which had been pointed
--------- to by the Governor-General as adequate, had not proved

1801. adequate ; and as he had been repeatedly commanded by 
the Governor-General to make known to the Resident his 
difficulties, and to make use of his advice, he had, for that 
reason, explained to him, and had done no more, the pet' 
plexities which weighed upon his mind. “ In the course, 
however, of these conferences and communications, no 
impediment of affairs,” says he, “ ever occurred; and no 
failure or deficiency whatever was experienced in the dis­
charge of the expenses of the new troops, and in the pa}' 
ment of the kists of the fixed subsidy. On the contrary, 
those expenses and kists were punctually paid; accord­
ingly the kist of the fixed subsidy, and the charges of the 
additional troops, have been completely paid to the end o 
January, 1801, and Colonel Scott has expressed his ac­
knowledgments on the occasion.—It is equally a subjec 
of astonishment and concern to me, that whereas, under 
the former government, the payment of the kists, though 
so much smaller in amount than the present, was con­
stantly kept in arrear during three or four months, the 
jumma of the country was diminishing yearly, and yet no 
such propositions were brought forward,—they should be 
agitated under the government of a friend, who hopes for 
every thing from your Lordship’s kindness; who is anxious 
to obey you, and to manifest the steadiness of his attach­
ment ; who punctually pays the full amount of his kists, 
notwithstanding their increased am ount; and who hitf 
conformed to your Lordship.

“ As my consent,” says he, “ to the first proposition 
is altogether impracticable (accordingly I  have already 
written an ample reply to that proposition); and, as it is 
impossible for me, with my own hands, to exclude rnyse  ̂
from my patrimonial dominion (for what advantage shou 
I  derive from so doing ?)—this, therefore, is a measure, 
which I  will never adopt.

“ With respect to what your Lordship writes, about pr*  ̂
viding a territorial resource for the payment of the Lritis  ̂
troops ; since 1 have not, in any way, delayed or neglect0 ̂  
to discharge the kists for the expenses of the troops, bû  . 
have paid them with punctuality, where is the occaf j

r  \ 16^  J  f j  HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. V V  I
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\ V ' ^ W * ;r  OS' THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL. O l f i - J

yjlj t • i  a t  _ %l«lH?eqiiiring any territorial resource ?—I expect to derive BOOK YI. 
the most substantial profits from bringing into a flourish- c h a p . j x .

lng condition this country, which has so long been in a ---------
1 state of waste and ruin. By a separation of territory, my l881- 

hopes of these substantial profits would be entirely cut 
°ft', and a great loss would accrue. How then can I con­
sent to any territorial cession 1 ”l 

This letter brought an answer of immense length from 
Wio Governor-General, under date the 5th of April.2 
Having lamented the refusal which had been given to 
both his propositions, and given a description of the 
progressive decline of the country, from the mis-govern- 
tflent of the Vizir, the Governor-General says, “ I now 
declare to your Excellency, in the most explicit terms, 
that I consider it to be my positive duty, to resort to any 
extremity, rather than to suffer the further progress of 
that ruin, to which the interests of your Excellency and 
the honourable Company are exposed, by the continued 
operation of the evils and abuses, actually existing, in the 
ei vil and military administration of the province of Oude.”
After noticing the source of embarrassment still existing 
■h the portion of his troops, the dismission of which the 
'izir had till now contrived to evade, the Governor-Ge­
neral subjoined, “ But I must recall to your Excellency’s 
'ecollection, the fact, which you have so emphatically ac­
knowledged on former occasions, that the principal source 
T all your difficulties is to be found in the state of the 

Country. I have repeatedly represented to your Excel- 
®ney the effects of the ruinous expedient of anticipating 
die collections ; the destructive practice of realizing them 
v force of arms ; the annual diminution of the jturnna of 
he country ; the precarious tenure by which the Aumils 
•dd farmers hold their possessions ; the misery of the 

<G\ver classes of the people, absolutely excluded from the 
protection of the government; and the utter insecurity of 
hfe and property, throughout the province of Oude. An 
r*'mediate alteration in the system of management affords 
he only hope of providing either for the security of the 

| ’■empauy’s military funds, or for any other interest in- 
°lvod in the fate of Oude.—It would be vain and fruitless 

attempt this arduous task, by partial interference, or
1 Papers, ut supra, iiL 163,164. 3 Despatches, ii. 474,



\  imperfect modifications of a system, of whicn ew 4'
principle is founded in error and impolicy, and every in- 

‘ ~  ~ strument tainted with injustice and corruption.”—What is 
I*01- here remarkable is, the Governor-General’s declared prin­

ciple of reform ; that, of a system of government, radically 
corrupt, extirpation is the only cure.

He proceeds to infer, that as the Vizir professed himself 
inadequate to the task of reform ; and the undiminished 
prevalence of evil, since the commencement of his reign, 
proved the tru th  of his declaration ; he ought to renounce 
the government, and give admission to others, b y  w h o m  

the great reform could be effectually performed.
He added, “ But whatevor may be your Excellencys 

sentiments with respect to this the first proposition ; the 
right of the Company to demand a cession of territory, 
adequate to the security of the funds necessary for de­
fraying the expense of our defensive engagements with 
your Excellency is indisputable.” This right he proceeded 
to found on his fears with regard to the future ; lest the 
progressive decline of the country, the fruit of mis­
management, should quickly render its revenue unequal 
to  the payments required.1

On the 2Sth of April, a letter to the same purport, 
nearly in the same words, under signature of the Governor- 
General, was sent to the Resident.2 The determination 
was now adopted to seize the territory, if the consent of 
its reluctant sovereign was any longer withheld. “ Any 
further reference to me from Oude is," said his Lordship, 
“ unnecessary. I, therefore, empower you to act under 
the instructions contained in this letter without waiting 
for additional orders.—If, therefore, his Excellency should 
persist in rejecting both propositions, you will inform him, 
that any further remonstrance to me upon this subjec 
will be unavailing; that you are directed to insist upon 
the immediate cession of the territory proposed to u 
transferred to the Company ; and that in the event of m 
Excellency’s refusal to issue the necessary orders for th • 
purpose, you are authorized to direct the British troops 
to march for the purpose of establishing the authority 0 
the British government within those districts.” 3

1 Papers, ut supra, iii. 18S—I93. 2 Despatches, ii. *&■
a Papers, ut supra, iii. p. 198.
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\5Th©2$izir, having stipulated for certain conditions,' of BOOK Yl. 
wmcEone was, that he should be guaranteed, by a formal ciiAr. ix.
obligation, in the future independent exercise of an ex- ---------
elusive authority in the remaining parts of his dominions,” ,R!I1- 
it is declared, in the instructions to the Resident, under 
date the 27th of May; “ His Lordship cannot permit the 
Vizir to maintain an independent power, with a conside­
rable military force, within the territories remaining in 
his Excellency’s possession.—It must never be forgotten 
that the Governor’s original object was not merely to 
secure the subsidiary funds, but to extinguish the Vizirs 
military power.” a This is a part of the design, not only 
not disclosed by the language held to the Vizir, but hardly 
consistent with it. In that, he was told, that the vices of 
his troops were the cause on account of which the English 
wished them destroyed. According to this new declara­
tion, if the t  roops had been better, that is, more formidable, 
the English would have liked them only so much the 
worse.3

'These stipulations were dated on the 3rd Mohurrnm, 1210, or th e  1st 
h ‘Ly' aiY* were commented on at length by the Governor-General ou the 8th 

ln®* J l'° Vizir demurred to the payment of the debts of former Govera- 
lents of Oude, of the whole expense of the troops raised to oppose the rae- 
aced invasion of Zemaun Shah, and any part of the oust of the embassy to 

S  which, as addressed to an object in which Oude was interested, the 
vi(i Cir j1°ir '^.oncra'  conccived was due by the Vizir. He demanded the undi-

. Inheritance of the possessions of Asoph-ud-Dowla, which was levelled 
tlly P05sessions of the Begums, He requested that all correspondence 

wl,-aT~mJS the affairs of Oude should be confined to himself and the Resident, 
th.1'* r  was tutended to exclude such of his ministers os were well affected to 
Her lunfe',‘sl1 his councils. That the Resident should pay no attention to 
in rs<?ns " cver on the watch to sow dissensions, and stipulated that the engage- 
thpntS cntere^ Into should be firm and permanent; that the troops for which 

e coumru-s weic ceded should always lie stationed in them, and that wlien- 
1 lis i inclined to perform pilgrimage, no hindrance should be offered to 

a departure.’ The Governor-General rejected these and other proposed 
»tides; as they betrayed an unjustifiable mistrust in the Company’s authority 
•‘d power, disguised an Intent! '.n to secure their countenance to acts of vin- 

O'ctiveuess or extortion, and sought to evade the discharge of just demand*.
1 he proposed stipulations were in many respects open to these imputations,
627 Were JU3tly rejected by the Governor-General. Dispatches, ii.

a ^ aPer >̂ ut supra, p. 213.
Contrast the language, in the last-quoted sentence, with the following 

Passage of ua address delivered to the Vizir in tue name of tho Governor- 
General, by his brother Henry Wellesley, in September, 1801; v.here, after a 
h&scrlption of the undisciplined and mutinous condition of the troops of the 
i ‘:i". and his ov. n declared opinion of them, these, says the addrrs?, “ were 

"J6 Primary causes which moved the Governor-General to consider the means 
JJ* uPPiying an effectual reform to the military establishment of Oude. The 
P'an of this reform originated, not in the voluntary suggestion of his Lordship’s 

but in the alarming state of your Excellency's dominions and power, 
aa in your own express desire.” Papers, ut fupra, iy, 7.
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BOOii YI. In a letter of the 8th of June, the Resident gives an 
chap ix. account of a conversation the day before between him and
---------  the Yizir. “ I stated to his Excellency that the general

1801. tenor and spirit of his articles of stipulations had excited 
■the greatest concern and surprise in your Lordships 
breast, and that I was commanded by your Lordship 
to communicate to his Excellency your Lordship’s abso­
lute rejection of the whole of them. His Excellency re­
plied, that as his paper contained conditions on which 
alone his consent to the__territorial cession could be 
granted, your Lordship’s rejection of them allowed him 
no other alternative, than that of passive obedience to 
whatever measures your Lordship might resolve on.’

“ I next proceeded to state to his Excellency' tho terms 
upon which your Lordship is disposed to guarantee to 18 
Excellency and to his posterity, the dominion of his Ex­
cellency’s remaining territory. They were enumerated m 
the following order and manner : 1st, The continuance o 
the Company’s right to station the British troops in any 
part of his Excellency’s dominions : 2ndly, the restriction 
of his own military establishment to an extent absolutely 
necessary for the collection of the revenues, and for the 
purposes of state ; and 3rJly, the introduction of such re­
gulations of police, as should be calculated to secure the 
internal quiet of his Excellency’s country, and the orderly 
and peaceful behaviour of his subjects of every descrip­
tion.

“ His Excellency’s reply to this,” says the Resident, 
“ was striking: that the power of stationing the Com­
pany’s troops in any part of his dominions, together with 
the other conditions, formed a combination of circum­
stances, the objects of which would be open to tho com­
prehension of a child; and that it was impossible for him 
to agree to a territorial cession on such terms. . ,

“ I entreated his Excellency to reject irom his mm^ 
such unjustifiable suspicions, and to summon all the gou' 
sense which he possesses, and to reflect on tho const, 
quences of a refusal of tho propositions which y®l_ 
Lordship had prepared with so much thought and 
liberation. Ho said, he by no means meant to imp11 
precipitancy to your Lordship’s resolution. But if y011 
Lordship’s reflection suggested measures to which

( ( § ) !  ■ (fiT
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^^ .jw lfd cc ed e , the utmost which could bo expected BOOK VI. 
| roui him was passive submission to those measures. And chat. ix.
le added, that if your Lordship would give him his dis- ---------
Mission, and allow him to go on a pilgrimage ; or whether l803- 
hat was permitted or not, the whole of his territorial 

Possessions, and of his treasures, were at the disposal of 
ur Lordship’s power: he neither had the inclination nor 

he strength to resist i t ; but he could not yield a voluntary 
consent to propositions so injurious to his reputation.” 1 * 

I he Governor-General wished to avoid the appearance 
°. force in seizing the greater part of the Vizir’s domi- 
hions ; and was exceedingly anxious to extort by im­
portunity some appearance of consent. Not only was the 
'csident urged to use incessant endeavours for this pur­

pose/ but on the 30th of June, notice was sent of the 
resolution to which the Governor-General had proceeded, 

sending his brother Henry Wellesley on a mission to 
he Vizir; m hopes that his near relation to the head of 

p ? government would strike with awe the mind of that 
oyU10°) and convince him more fully of the impossibility 

eluding its declared determination.3 
Th VP1̂  m°d0 °f importunity was tried and exhausted, 

scheme of abdication was, with every art of persua- 
i ’ ^nd somo even of compulsion (if severity in urging 

la\ ,niary demands which would have otherwise been re- 
the v " 6 tru’y ehLtlcd to that designation), urged upon 
„ '  lzh’i as the measure which, above all, would yield the
plac ™ P01'Lon of advantage, with regard, in the first 
p] Ce’ fo Lis own tranquillity and happiness; in tho second 

the people of Oude ; and in the third, to the 
sh i S°vernment. If, on tlie other hand, this measure 
sir i ' Unfortunately not obtain his consent, he was de­
ft, . oons'der the territorial cession as a measure which 
tl ̂ T) necessary, would be employed to accomplish ; and 
tQ6 Resident did, in the month of July, proceed so far as 
r give notice to some of the annuls, or great revenue 
y anagem 0f the territories intended to bo seized, to hold 
an°]QlSelves in readiness for transferring their payments 
y  allegiance to the British government; a procecling 
an,] tlle Vizir represented as giving him exquisite pain 

Overwhelming him with disgrace.

1 Papers, a t snprn. iv. 231. * Despatches, ii. e37.—W.3 ibid. ii. 441.5IU.—W.
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To all the pressing remonstrances with which he was 

(matTix. plied, he opposed only professions of passive, helpless, and
•--------- reluctant obedience. He also pressed and endeavoured to

1801- stipulate for leave to retire, in performance of a pilgrim­
age : that his eyes might not behold the performance of 
acts, which he could not contemplate -without affliction; 
though he desired to retain the power of resuming the 
government of all that remained of his dominions, when 
his scheme of pilgrimage should be at an end.

On the 3rd of September, Mr. Wellesley arrived at 
Lucknow ; on the 5th, presented to the Vizir a memorial 
explanatory of the principal objects of his mission, and 
had with him his first conversation on the 6th.1 The two 
propositions were again tendered ; and, with every esprcs- 
sion of submissiveness, the Vizir undertook to give them 
a renewed consideration. Hie answer was delayed till tn® 
15th ; when his consent to the first proposition, as wha 
would bring “ an everlasting stigma on his name by dm 
priving a whole family of such a kingdom,” was again pel' 
emptorily refused. The answer which wa;3 made by the 
two negotiators, the Resident and Mr. Wellesley in con­
junction, is perhaps the most remarkable which occurs in 
the annals of diplomacy ; “ That his Excellency reasoned 
upon the first proposition as if the execution of it d0' 
prived him of the possession of the musnud; whereas tb® 
true extent and meaning of it, and indeed the primary 
object, was to establish himself and posterity more firmly 
and securely on the musnud, with all the state, dignity 
and affluence, appertaining to his exalted situation.” V 
man may be so placed with regard to another, that it 13 
not prudent for him to dispute the truth of what tbm 
other advances, should he even assert that black and wbi*0 
are the same colour. I t was necessary to be in such 
situation, before a proposition like this could be tender 
to a mau with any hope of escaping exposure. The "V l7‘̂  
was called upon to consign for ever the sovereignty 
ali his dominions to the Company, and to bind him®0 
never to reside within them ; yet this was not to dep1"1'  
him of his throne ! I t  was more firmly to establish b1 
on it I * .

On the subject of the territorial cession, the Nawab s 1 
deferred an explicit answer.3

1 Despatches, iS. 6P7. 2 papers, ut supra, iv, 1—15. 3 ibid. P' 17
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t:; t ”C September, instructions were written to BOOK VI.
, ® “Wo negotiators, in which they were informed of the chat. ix.
e ermination of the Governor-General, in case of the con- ----------

jjjoued refusal on the part of the Vizir, to give his consent 
1°De the two propositions, to take from him not a part 

t>ut the whole of his dominions. His Lordship, as 
Th p-v suPPorts this resolution with a train of reasoning.

6 British interests were not secure, unless there was a 
good government in Oudo: unless the Nawal> Vizir gave 

s consent to one of the two propositions, a good govern- 
cnt could not he established in Oude : therefore, it would 

_ e not only proper, but an imperative duty, to strip that 
sovereign 0f all his dominions. “ His Lordship has there- 
0l'e no hesitation,” says the document, “ in authorizing 

I u> in the event above stated, to declare to his Excel- 
01l°y, in explicit terms, the resolution of the British go- 
ctninent to assume tho civil and mihtary administration 
n the province of Oude. Should the communication of 

ki°.intended declaration fail to produce any change in 
vsi| . ceiiency’s disposition, his Lordship directs that you 
of t i mmediately Proceeti i°  make the necessary disposition 

'he army, and every other arrangement for carrying 
t resolution into immediate and complete effect.” 1 
n the same day, however, on which these instructions 

x re Written, tho Vizir communicated to the two negotia- 
n 13 a paper, in which he gave his consent to the second 

Position, provided he was allowed to depart on his pil- 
j^ a e e s ,  and his son, as his representative, was, during 
. absence, placed on the throne. The reason assigned 
an 1 1U ^ cse words ; “ for 1 should consider it a disgrace, 
t o w o u l d  be highly unpleasant to me, to show my face 

hiy people here." The negotiators felt embarrassment; 
rented the imputations which the condition and the 
aUner of it cast upon the British government; but were 

..uwilliUg) for considerations of slight importance, to lose 
y 16 advantage of the Vizir’s consent, even to the lowest of 
»le two propositions, since they now despaired of it to the 
. rRt. « Having,” say they, “ dehberately reflected on every 

!’OUttistance immediately connected with the negotiation,
4 ’ which might eventually influence the result of it, we 

“°idedly and unitedly agreed in the opinion, that the im-
» Paper?, ut supra, p.17



xJQ£K-TI. portant objects of it could not be accomplished in a more 
cHAr. is. preferable manner than by closing with his Excellency S
—------ - proposition.” A paper, accordingly, declaring their ac-

1801. ceptance of the proposition, and attested by their joint 
signatures and seals, -was delivered to the Vizir on the 
24th.1

On the 27th, his Excellency communicated a proposition, 
of which the purport was, to secure to him the exclusive 
administration of the reserved territory. On this topic 
he was informed that enough had already been said : that 
the right of the British government, in regard to Oude, 
extended, not only to the alienation of as much of the ter­
ritory as it chose to say was necessary to defray the cost 
of defence ; but, even with regard to the remainder, to the 
placing of it in the military possession of the British 
troops, and the maintaining of a good government within it' 
What was this, but to declare, that of this part too, the 
government, civil and military, must rest in the Engn15 * 
the Vizir possessing the name, but none of the powers o 
a king 1 “ I t  is evident,” said the Vizir, in a letter on the 
29th, “ that I can derive no advantage from alienating 
part of my country, whilst I shall not remain master 
of the remainder.” 2 On this proposition, however, im­
portant as he deemed it, he from that time forebore to 
insist.

The negotiators complained of endeavours to protract 
the conclusion of the treaty ; first, by demanding unne­
cessary explanations, though they related to matters of 
great importance, expressed in the treaty in terms exces­
sively vague ; and, secondly, by delays in the delivery oi 
ths accounts, though exceedingly voluminous, and some- 
what confused. Several discussions took place on the re\ e" 
nues of some of the districts: hut on the 10th of November, 
the treaty was mutually exchanged, and, on the 14th, 
ratified by th e ' Governor-General at Benares. By - 
treaty the Nawaub ceded a country, producing 1,35,23, 
rupees of revenue, including expense of collection ; 4-n  ̂
the authority of the British government over 
main der was provided for by the following words; 
the Honourable the East India Company hereby guaranty 
to his Excellency the Vizir, and to his heirs and su®

1 Paper*, ut supra, !v. 21—23. 2 Ibid, if- 39.
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^ ^ S iM / i J o s s e s s io n  of the territories which will remain fe e M w i 
wTnrfSxcellency after his territorial cession, together with c h a p . ix . 
the exercise of his and their authority within the said do- — — ' 
minions. His Excellency engages that he will establish 18U1- 
in his reserved dominions such a system of administration 
(to be carried into effect by his own officers) as shall be 
conducive to the prosperity of his subjects, anil be cal­
culated to secure the lives and property of the inha­
bitants : and his Excellency will always advise with, and 
act in conformity to the counsel, of the officers of the 
said Honourable Company.” 1 No dominion can be more 
complete than that which provides for a perpetual con­
formity to one’s counsel, that is, one s will.2

On the same day on which the Governor-General ratified 
the treaty, ho created a grand commission for the pro­
visional administration and settlement of the ceded dis­
tricts m re e  of the civil servants of the Company were 
appointed a Board of Commissioners ; and his brother 
Henry Wellesley was nominated to be Lieutenant- 
Governor of the new territory, and President of the 
Board.3

The Governor-General performed another duty on the 
same day which was that of giving the home authorities, 
along with the intelligence of the conclusion of the treaty, 
an intimation of the several advantages which ho wished 
them to believe it carried in its bosom. These were, “ the 
entire extinction of the military power of the Nawaub ;” 
the maintenance of a great part of the Bengal army at the 
Hawaub’s expense; deliverance of the subsidy from all 
the accidents with which it was liable to be affected “ by 
the corruption imbecility, and abuse, of that vicious and 
Incorrigible system of vexation and misrule, which con­
stituted the government of Oude ; ” the power acquired 
by the Company of becoming “ the instrument of restoring 
to affluence and prosperity one of the most fertile regions 
°f the globe, now reduced to the most afflicting misery 
and desolation by the depraved administration of the 
native government: ” deliverance from the stain “ on the 
deputation and honour of the British nation in India, 
upholding by the terror of their name, and the immediate

1 Papers, ut supra, iv. P 20 “n|l 35• 5 Despatches, ii. 5%’ 3 Facers, ut supra, p.27.
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force of their arms, a system so disgraceful in its pnn- 
chap. ix. ciples, and ruinous in its effects.” 1
— -----  On these supposed advantages a few reflections are

1801’ required. The impatient desire to extinguish the military 
power of the Vizir exhibits the sort of relation in which the 
English government in India wishes to stand with its allies- 
I t exhibits also the basis of hypocrisy, on which that govern­
ment has so much endeavoured to build itself. The Hawaii!’ 
was stripped of his dominions; yet things were placed in such 
a form, that it might still be affirmed he possessed them- 

With regard to the alleged pecuniary advantages, the 
case was this. An obligation was contracted to defend 
and govern a country, for only part of its revenues. Th® 
question is, whether this can ever be advantageous. Tbo 
Company’s experience, at least, has been, that the coun­
tries of India can, under their administration, hardly evcr 
yield so much as the cost of defence and government- 
That it is injustice and robbery to take from any people 
under the pretext of defending and governing them, 
than the lowest possible sum for which these sendees ca° 
be performed, needs no demonstration.

The necessity, perpetually exposed to view, of defending 
Oude, as a bariier to the Company’s frontier, is a fallacy- 
When the Company received the taxes paid by the poop'® 
of Oude, and pledgod themselves for their good dcf"U®e 
and government, the people of Oude became British sub 
jects to all intents and purposes; and the frontier of Oude 
became the Company’s frontier. The question then i?> 
whether it was best to defend a distant, or a proxim^® 
frontier. For the same reason that the Company , 
Oude for a frontier, they ought to have taken Delhi bey®1" 
i t ; after Delhi, another province, and after that anothe  ̂
without end. Had they defended the frontier of BeOgal 
and Bahar, leaving the province of Oude as they left *h® 
country beyond it, would not the nearer frontier have be®1' 
easier to defend than the one more remote? If the great®' 
difficulty of defending the more distant frontier of Ou“0 
consumed all the money which was obtained from Ou<F’ 
was there in that case any advantage 1 If it consum®' 
more than all the money which was obtaiued from it, 
there not in that case a positive loss ? The means aro 0°

' l'apers, ut supra, v. 14, 10.
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roraeaus of exhibiting the loss in figures; hut the BOOK VI. 
Wish legislature, which by a solemn enactment pro- cha p . ix .

. lbltecl all extension of frontier, as contrary both to the ---------
& erest and the honour of the British nation, had declared 1S01. 
^forehand that money was only a part of the loss, 

the Governor-General’s pretensions, raised on the bad- 
ess of the native government, seem to be overthrown by 
ls acts. If this was incorrigible, while the country re­
amed in the hands of the Nabob, why, having it com- 

1 etely in hjs power to deliver the people of Oude from a 
lsery which he delights to describo as unparalleled, did 

Governor-General leave a great part of the country 
'' l*-h the people in it, to be desolated and tortured by this 

at°ful system of misrule 1 If it was corrigible, as he 
Wktradicts himself immediately by saying it was, and by 
P edging himself in his letter to the home authorities “ to 

“!'d every practicable degree of security for the lives 
n d Pwperty of the Vizir’s remaining subjects,” there was 
of ]°.0cas*on for wresting from the Vizir the greater part 
s J 1' 8 dominions, under the plea, and that the single,
8v t  ^ pica, that any improvement of the intolerable 
ha j 01 government, while the country remained in his 

' Tn Was ^together impossible. 
q Ahe truth ought never to be forgotten, which the 
ilm ei l}or~General here so eagerly brings forward; That 
tp8 (?‘sei7> produced by those native governments which 

Gompany upholds, is misery produced by the Oom- 
! and sheds disgrace upon the British name.1 

ba(,r°ni his first arrival in India, the Governor-General 
hit P^er*ahed the idea of paying an early visit to the 
itnCri0r M i more distant parts of the provinces more 
;st le(hately subject to his authority; but the circum- 
n  b°cs which had required his presence at Calcutta or 
dfij- a, had till now postponed the execution of his 

I &y^8n. Part of his object was to ascertain the real effects 
‘ fho Company's government upon the prosperity of the 

Qfl’Qtry, upon {jje wealth, industry, morals, and happiness 
116 population; and to acquire a knowledge of the

tTcw1’5 ■ entiment is exW'-f'ri bv Mr. Henry Wellesley, in his account of tlio 
*W|!.' " f  the negotiation : 1 iter to tlio Governor-General, datr-il 7th January 
'< W  '“‘vet s, ut supra, iv. 35. it 1- several times expresse 1 by Colonel Scott,
■stttioj, . 0 'in his conversations with tho Vizir, Haring the course of tlie nego- 

> papers, vol. iii. passim
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H©tSS^$^cliaracter of tlie people, and of their modes of thinking) 

c h a p . ix. all more perfectly than, without personal inspection, he
----------  regarded as possible. The design was laudable. But a

1801. short reflection might have convinced him, that, in a 
progress of a few months, a great part of which was spent 
on the river, all the observations which he, incapacitated 
from mixing with the natives, both by his station, and his 
language, was in a situation to make, were so very few and 
partial, that they could form a just foundation for few 
useful conclusions; and only exposed him, if he was in­
clined to over-rate them, to be more easily duped by the 
men through whose eyes it  behoved him to see, and on 
whom he was still compelled to rely for all his informa­
tion! To learn the effects of a government upon a peopfe; 
and to ascertain- their temper and modes of thinking, b> 
personal observation, requires long, and minute, and ex. 
tensive intercourse. What, in the compass of a few 
weeks, or months, can a man collect, respecting these in* 
portant circumstances, by looking, from his barge, or m 
palanquin, as he proceeds along, and at one or two of tn 
principal places conversing in state with a small number 
of the leading men, eager not to salute his ears or his eyf® 
with an opinion or a fact, but such as they expect wn 
minister to his gratification ? W hat a man, in these cir­
cumstances, is sure to do, is, to confirm himself in all thc 
opinions, right or wrong, with which he sets o u t; and 
more strongly, the higher the value which he attaches to 
tho observing process ho is then performing. W hat was 
to be expected, therefore, accurately happened ; the Go­
vernor-General saw none but admirable, effects of 
Company’s admirable government; and if those of a11 
opposite sort had been ten times as many as they w’ero, 
they would all have been equally invisible to his eves. ■  ̂
surveying a country, it is not easy to form sound opium •-> 

even when the means of observation are the most pci c 
and full: in India, the Company’s servants, setting out 
strong anticipations, and having means of observation 
most scanty and defective, have commonly seen such thiBe 
only, as it was their desire and expectation to see. ^ 

Other advantages, which the Governor-General expect 
to realizo by his presence in the different part1, of  ̂
provinces, wife re, an increased attention to the diseharg0
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.lSlT^iHe.s, in the various local ministers of government, BOOK IT. 
°!' *' aud military, who would thus bo more sensibly con- c h a p . j x .

Weed of the vigilant inspection which was maintained ---------
^ .em > an4  a new degree of confidence and satisfac- ls01'

°n, with respect to their government, in the body of the 
- P H  thus made to see with their eyes the solicitude 
, '"’Inch the conduct of those who commanded them 

0’as watched. But the circumstance which most strongly 
uprated upon the mind of the Governor-General, at the 

when he resolved to commence his journey, was, tho 
v- e“t  which his departure, with the declared intention of 
‘Siting Glide, was expected to produce in accelerating the 
U omission of the Vizir to the demands with which he 
88 Pressed. Preparations were made for the commence- 

"011t of the voyage on the river early in July', 1801 ; but 
°'%lng to the delay of the despatches expected from Eu- 
.°Pc, and other causes, it was the lflth of August before 

e Was enabled to embark. I t was on the 18th, in a 
Council held on hoard the yacht at Barrackpore, that Mr.

Peke (the Commauder-in-Chief having preceded the 
'°vern°r-General in this excursion) was chosen, during 

(_, e ahsenco of the Head Ruler, Vice-President of the 
2 3 ,autl deputy Governor of Fort William. On the
0  ^  °f September, the Governor-General was at Monghir. 
t t 6 ot November, at the time of ratifying the 
jg.j y> ho was on the Ganges, near Benares. And on the 
No  ̂ °f Jinuary> 1802> he was met at Cawnpore by the 
hv in '1*3 ^*z*r> who had left his capital to do him honour

"r,!| ceremony of anticipation.1 
tli \ tG Dovernor-Geneval resolved to soothe the mind of 
hit , waul),under tho raortifyingsaerifices to which ho had 
, 6W been compelled to submit, by the studied display of 

s°na] respect; as well for tho purpose of substituting
1 ,j°d8Urahl9 to painful feelings, as for that of moulding 
 ̂s ‘Uclination to the compliances which yot remained to

exacted of him. Ho abstained accordingly from solieit- 
£ his mind on those subjects, till lie bad made, us he 

enoeived, a very favourable impression upon it.1 Soon 
t  ter they had arrived at Lucknow, the Governor-General 
guested a private conference with bis Excellency, and 

tave him intimation of the acts which he was expected to
1 Tapcra, ut supra, v. 11—17. 3 Drspatclies, ii. 672.- W
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i)OOR VI. perform. These were, the immediate discharge-mithe 
NjKifil*£ arrear of the augmented subsidy, amounting to twenty-one

---------  lacs of rupees; the immediate reduction of his Excellency 3
1801. military establishment to the scale described in the treaty! 

an exchange of one of the new districts for the purpose of 
removing an interruption in the line of the Company3 
frontier ; the regular payment of the pensions to his rela­
tives and dependants; the reform, on a plan to be given 
by the English, of the government within his reserved 
dominions; and the concentration of the British force, 
which was to be employed within those dominions, at a 
cantonment in the vicinity of Lucknow. For obedience, 
on most of these points, the Vizir was prepared, either by 
inclination, or his knowledge of the inability of resistance- 
For the payment of arrears he only requested tim e; am 
could not help expressing his opinion, that neither 
cessity nor utility required the concentration of the Britis 
force at Lucknow. The object of principal importance 
was, the introduction of a better government in his r'- 
duced dominions. On this subject, the Nawaub profess® 
that his opinions coincided with those of the British ruler, 
but complained that he was not possessed of sufficien - 
authority, within his dominions, to carry any of bis °'v1’ 
designs into effect. On this subject, he manifested great 
reluctance to explain what he meant. When explanation 
was obtained from him, it appeared that he was galled by 
the interference of the Resident, and made this last efl°vj' 
to obtain such an exemption from that restraint, as would 
have destroyed, says the Governor-General, “ that deg1'®0 
of interference and control which is indispensably nee®3'  
sary for the support of the British influence in Oude ; 
would have rendered nugatory that stipulation of t h 
treaty which provides for the security of the British i|if 1 
enee over the measures of his Excellency’s adminifitr* 
tion.” I t also appeared, that he was desirous of a chant 
of the Resident, who was personally disagreeable to l*11̂  
But on no one of these points did the determination 
the Governor-General admit of any relaxation. In tn • 
circumstances, the Nawaub, whether disgusted with h 
situation, or in the spirit of stratagem, renewed his req"1'^  
for permission to absent himself on a pilgrimage, and * 
leave his government in the hands of his second s°
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n
V f i o m ^ N A L  REFORMS PROPOSED IN OUDE. \ ^ l f 9  ,

^ '-tjw ghiihe Governor-General stated his reasons for dis- BOOK VI. 
approving this design, he gave him assurance that he c h a p . ix .
'v«uld not oppose i t ; and expressed the highest indigna- ---------
tion when the Nawaub, as in distrust, betrayed afterwards 1S01- 
an inclination to render the payment of arrears a condition 
dependent upon compliance with this request.1

As an introduction to the measures which he designed 
to propose for improving the government of the Nawaub’s 
dominions, the Governor-General held up to his view,
'vhat he regarded as the causes of the existing evils. The 
abuses arising from the employment of a licentious soldiery 
111 executing the business of government among the people, 
were once more displayed, but chiefly with intent to de- 
°lare, that for this evil a remedy, in the annihilation- 
reform, w'as already applied. Of all the evils which 
remained; evils, which the Governor-General had repre­
sented as so enormous that nothing less than the abdica­
tion of the sovereign, or the complete transfer of all his 
Property into the hands of the Company, could suffice for 
their cure, the causes, according to his enumeration, re­
duced themselves to two ; First, “ The want of a judicial 
administration for the protection of the lives and property 

. the subjects, for the detection and punishment of 
Cumes, for the redress of grievances, and for the adjust­
ment of disputed claims;” Secondly, “ The abuses pre- 
ajiing ia  the administration of the revenues — arising,

Principally, from the destructive practice of anticipating 
0 revenues, of assigning the charge of the collections to 

1 ®rsona who offer the highest terms, or the largest amount 
. nuzzerana; from the uncertain tenure by which the 
Trails hold the charge of their respective districts; die 

Relation of the engagements contracted between the 
* llcnils, Zemindars, under-renters, and ryots, the arbitrary 
Ud oppj.yggjyg exactions which pervade the whole system 
J the revenue, through every gradation, from the Aumil 
.? the ry o t; the defective and injudicious constitution of 

whole system of revenue; and the injurious mode of 
‘‘king the collections.” c
%  these, the very words, in conjunction with the acts,

1 the Governor-General, wo are given to understand, that 
nad judicial, and a had taxing system (excepting the

1 Papers, ut supra, v. 20-25. 3 Ibid. v. 25, 26.



BOOK Yi. army, the only causes of evil in Oude,) are quite sufireiErrlr 
^ c6aH2bu to render a government the scourge and desolation of a

■---------  country, and to make the submersion of such a govern-
1802. merit, both in name and in reality, but at any rate in 

reality, if not also in name, a duty imperiously demanded 
at the hand of whoever has the power to bring it about.

When, however, the Governor-General manifested a 
sensibility of such uncommon strength (and on such a 
subject the sensibility of a man is naturally in proportion 
to the united strength of his moral and intellectual vir­
tues) to the unbounded evils which spring from defective 
systems of law and taxation, it is remarkable that he 
did not turn his thoughts to the effects produced by the 
systems of law and taxation of which he himself super­
intended the administration. I t is declared, in the strong­
est and most explicit terms, by several of the Company s 
servants, best acquainted with Indian affairs, in their 
examination before the House of Commons, in 1806, that, 
not in respect to army, judicature, or taxation, was the 
situation of Oude, though viewed with such horror by the 
Governor-General, more unfavourable, than that of other 
native governments of India; with which it might truly 
lie regarded as upon a level.1 The government of Bengal, 
before it passed into the bauds of the English, had been 
distinguished among the governments oi India for its vices 
rather than its virtues. Yet we have seen it declared, and 
put upon record, by the most experienced servants of the 
Company, in their solemn official reports, that in their 
opinion the new systems of judicature and taxation, so 
laboriously, and so disinterestedly introduced by the 
English government, had not improved, but had rather 
deteriorated the condition of the great body of the people.*
I t is not, however, correct to say, that the Governor- 
General turned not his attention to the eflects of the 
systems of judicature and taxation, the administration of 
which it was his business to superintend. lie  thought of 
them quite sufficiently; but he was altogether deceived.
I t was perfectly impossible for him to see with his own 
eyes what was sufficient to convince a mind, impressed 
both by anticipation and interest with other notions, that

1 Si f>_ tic Minutes oi Evidence on the OildeChurge, p. 32, US, 49, 53, 74.
3 See ch. ri. paaftboB. II
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’̂ ^ f i |i s S ^ y s ta n s  were ill adapted to the ends they had BOOK VI. 
1 vlewTand he was daily assured by those whose antici- c h a p . ix .
^tions and interests were similar to his own, and who ----------
a*d their court by speaking opinions calculated to please,
Jat the effects produced were all excellent; he, therefore,

•Sieved that they were all excellent, and assured the home 
1 ithorities, that he had been enabled to ascertain, by 
' "dual observation on his journey, that they were all ex- 
 ̂dlent, and that in the highest degree. He concluded 

therefore, most conscientiously, that nothing happier could 
0 done for the people of Oude, than to assimilate their 
‘tuation as nearly as practicable to that of the people in 
■16 Company’s provinces.

Prom the specimens of the loose, and defective, and 
’otological language of the Governor-General, exhibited 
his statement of the sources bf evil in the government 

1 Oude, the intelligent reader will perceive in what ob- 
‘il irity, on the subjects of judicature and taxation, the 
t ’"id of that ruler remained ; and how crudo and in- 
t 1 ftcient were the ideas which, upon these subjects, 
t ' ded iu his brain. He had nothing further to reeom- 
, ' ud than, First, on the subject of judicature, to establish

I
 Hot courts, and a general court of appeal and control, 
t, 111 the plan of tho district courts, and the courts of 
I **d<jr Dewannee, and Nizamut Adaulut, iu the Com- 
Jj‘!iy’s dominions ; and, secondly, on the subject of taxa- 
vj. h give the district in charge to persons of undoubted 
H( facter and qualifications, to  pay those persons by a 
a lry» and make their further profits depend upon the 
(i Mentation of their collections; to continue them in 

t J lr °ffice while their behaviour yielded satisfaction ; to 
^  'pel them, through the courts of justice, to fulfil their 

[t ,aSeitlents with the middlemen, and the middlemen to 
,' d their engagements with one another, and with the 

I ts-
j • dong with the establishment of courts of justice, the 

-’crnor-General stated, also, the necessity of “ aneffi- 
system of police, calculated to secure the apprehcn- 
of offenders, for the purpose of bringing thorn to 

’■ice.” Am} pg did not prescribe conformity with the

1
-tice of the Company in matters of detail, for which 
deferred the Nawab to the advice of the Resident, 
f|
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BOOK AT. because matters of detail must he said, be regulated 
chap, ix, local circumstances, and adapted to the constitution ®
----------the government, and the actual condition of the people-

1802. How little security for an improvement of the goV0V? 
ment these changes afforded, it requires but a feoh* 
insight into the springs of human affairs, sufficiently 1 
discern. He would appoint new officers of justice »” 
police ; but where was any security that they would pef' 
form their duty, and not multiply, by the abuse of the 
powers, the evils they were intended to extinguish 1 i _ 
appears that the Governor-General was ignorant how com­
pletely the English systems of law and_ taxation v?e 
unprovided with securities for the protection of the P ( 
pie, notwithstanding the superior intelligence and g 
intention of the English government itself. For l’10,. 0 j r  

ing tlie gatherers and farmers of the taxes 
usual exactions and oppressions, the Governor-Ge ^  
trusted entirely to the courts of justice ; but unlessi e
fleient securities were created in the constitution ot 
courts, and code of law, the officers of justice would O j  
become the sharers and protectors of every profit!1 
crime. ej-V

Though it appears that the Governor-General bad '  ‘ 
little knowledge of what properties are required in G , 
terns of judicature, and of taxation, to prevent t o , 
from ensuring the misery of the people; yet, of 
security, he gives a just conception : “ The rights of P^. 
perty, of all descriptions of landholders, should be defin^. 
and the definition of those rights should form tho 1%  
of adjudication.”2 When he mentions landlords, of co'_l 0( 
it is not exclusively. He means not that the righ j 
that class of men should have the protection of law i r 
the rights of other men be left the sport and prey I 
bitrary will. He means that the rights of all men - 
lie accurately defined. And he would allow, that no ., 
their rights but their obligations should bo defined, ̂  
alone the violations of them can be effectually supPr ^[,fj 
These definitions, he would, in like manner, allow, ° y  
by all moans, to be made known to every individua 
they concern, that is, the wholo community ; 
words, they should be formed into a book, and effe°

1 Papers, ut supra, v. 25, 26. 2 Ibid. v. p. 26.
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X|% 3ew]ik:tcd and taught.1 But when the Governor-Gene- BOOK VI. 
l'al expressed his conviction of the great importance of cuAr. ix.
embodying law in accurate definitions, that is, in a well- ---------
constructed code; in what degree was it unknown to him 
nat this indispensable requisite to the good administra- 
lon of justice was, over the greater part of the field of 
a"’> altogether wanting in the provinces which he governed, 

ai>d even in his native country itself?2

ai*l nf ma-' ae llscaa sonle persons to see, what real good sense, without the 
count s/ s,™ “,k'- inquiry, has taught on this subject in a remarkable age and 
if~\ • ‘ 2v*ter« ko.0' ov rpojror, to avSpes A drjra io i, 6 ZoAior tovs ro p o v s  u;105 KeAevci tlOcvcu; ..........Iv ets Jinepi ruu* orTtov €Ka<rrov ro/xos, isai p g  rou?
ev aUT0 TOVTO T;,PaTT?7* KaL 7roirl ™v arra v ra s  eiSoTwr rov? ro p o v s  c.\ kttqv 

aAAa n a a iv  r) r a v r a  ai'ayrwuai Kac paBeLV airAa kcu cratftr) r a  d ixa ia , kcu.
‘P° tovtojv ye  encTa& v exdtu'ai irpoaQev tujv eirwvvpti/y, kcu rip y p u p p a r e i  
aPoC ovyai‘ tovtovS’ ei’ to 19 eKrtATjtriai? auayu'wo'Keo-, lr ' ckucttos vp tov , 

overas iroAAa/ci?. <tai K ara (r \o \r jy  aKtipapcvo*;, a  a v  77 k c u  S ik c u o . / c a t  ovptfie- 
£?*'Ta* T a u r a  vopoO en). Demostli. contra Leptinem; Keiske, i. 485. Jhe 
8iniUi71StunceB here P°“?ted out, on the authority of Solon, are, first, clearness,

' !lMicity, and certainty in the laws; so great, that any private man may lie 
ran" 0 * acfiuaintcd with’them, as little liable to sustain any evil by his i^no- 
that‘e*Kf them, as the man who makes them the study of his life : Secondly, 

c. tae most effectual means should be taken to make every man fully ac- 
hefor tet* with the laws, by exposing them, in terms, to public view, even 

,.euurtment> and making them be read by the public reader, in the con-
MaA0'13 °r &ss(:mWlcs-

{,.Lv U‘ l° Ta ^ C‘' o v v  ‘‘•poTipcei tous op0w$ K eipevovs, b a a  evBe\eTai, n a v ra  fiiopt- 
cpa / tVp0u?’ KaL ®Tt eAaxurTa <caraAet7T<u/ cm rots K p iro v a i' rrpwroi' p e r . a rt 
Ten- Ka £ V Kai P-Loi'f rj r.oAAou? ev  <J>povouuTa? KaL B vvaperov? vopoOe-
■y,t,0^ U . , Emit}' ,  a i p e r  vo p o Q ea iu  €K ttoAAov \p o v o v  aKe*J/apcvuv 

at *Pl<rei? un-oyviou, xnAcrrov arroSiSorut to Bikcuov khi to
^ctou ^0l/ Ka^u}<; Tous Kptvouras. To Be Trarrcov p z y ia r o v , ert 17 p e v  ro v  vopo- 
k<h  K ^P10"1?) ou Kara pepos, oirre nepc tcov rrapoirron 'aW a a ep i p t/cX o rru r re  
Pl(rP-ct'a> U e<JTL ° €KK^ ‘)criaa"TriS> * a t itKaarTjs, r,Stj irepc napoyruv. .. 1 aifau- 
fa p o y  V *Pll/ovcrL' ■apo? ou? Kat to <JuAev rfirj, Kai to /xicrcti’, icai to 16.or oua- 
c c avioJP>?Tai r'OAAoxi?* ware pt]KtTL BvvaoOai 0c(open- Ikovo*? to aA),i'c.s,
The 1 “ t°7c°Tcu' r j) Kp-.aei to tStou »}5u tj Autttjpou. Arist. Ithetor. lib. i. cap. 1. 
tUij),r ■’hosnion here is. That a Hjstem of law, to bo good, must defino every 
ils of definition, within the field of law ; and leave as little
easier t o o  t0 the Ju 'JKes* Three reasons are annexed: First, that it is 
lll*il;in«° f  1 oue or tw° men> provided with the wisdom necessary tor the 
Perform UWtb than to find a multitude : Sccondlj', that legislation is to be 
8pur (1c 1 1 - us.lyand deliberately; judication must be performed upon tlio
of tr .. . lle occasion, and expeditiously, wtd,-!. takes from judges tlie power 
th e ] r J nP  accuraiely tl\e limits of utility n. d justice: Thirdly, the decision of 

; or> a,,d that is the most important consideration of all, is not about 
coin,. U Jrs' QQd eases present to the senses; but about genera, and cases yet to 
sent t ']fiiereas the decision of the judge is about particulars, and things pre- 
Whioh> • e K-nses ; thiugs to which his passions are apt to l linked, and by 
in,.nf 518 interests are apt to be affected: in such a manner, that his disccnt- 
or rmi , ri«l>t and wrong is obscured, by the intervention of what is agreeable 

-} ‘n.,ul 10 himself.
Wan/ ' ' a lengthened review of the negotiations with Oude avoids, with some 

i important feature, the political necessity of the 
b e x t , cs adopted. It was too late to inquire by w hat means the kind of com 
Thev? w,li'.:h had been formed with the princes of this country' had grown up.
■Wasnn-1*1 become dependants upon the English government, their priuelpjiliiy 
lh<„S3 JJ^ g ra i pa rt of the British empire; was it to be suffered tha t this part 
bbjeef p a a°nvce < f weakness instead of strength ; that its rulers should bo 

u °* distrust and fear instead of reliance ? I t was undeniable tha t their



xbti$gKi5-£ /̂  Having accomplished all the measures to which his 
chap. ix. notions of reform for Ou.de were extended, the Governor-

1 8 0 2 .-----— -----------------------------------------------------------
very existence was the fruit of British forbearance and protection. Tr was n t 
any time in the power of tiie English government to annihilate their 
Vizirs, and had their support been withdrawn those princes must have fallen 
victims to the superior strength and ambition of the Mahratta?. To have F'~‘r" 
mitted this would, however, have brought a dangerous enemy close to the 
English frontiers, whilst it would have added to th ir means of inflicting 
jury. The entire command of the resources of Oude was therefore, and must 
ever be, a legitimate object of British policy, and an equitable return for ou 
y roteetion and forbearance. The resources of Oudc were, however, unavail­
able as long as they were mismanaged; they were worse than nnavailabHb 
they were hurtful. That the Nawab Vizir could not maintain an effective W  
of troops was not matter of conjecture but of experience. Sadut Ali had nu j  
self declared that no trust could be placed in them if Zemaun Shall 
Hindustan, and on the occasion of Vizir All's insurrection they had ®*10 . 
nifjire disposition to join than to oppose him. It was evident, therefore, ‘ j 
the military force ot Oude must be entirely under the control of the Bn 
Government. The Government well knew that troops, to be effective, mus 
paid : the incorrigible improvidence of Asiatic princes rendered it certain 
the treasury of Lucknow would not long furnish the pay of the army _  , 
punctuality, and the only source upon which reliance could be placed, was \ ^
assignment of part of the revenues of the principality, or In other words, P 
cf the principality itself. It is objected to this in the text, that wo the Q 
undertook the defence of the whole with the revenues of a part; 1 , ‘ ^  
revenues were sufficient the objection is without force, and that they'? 
deemed sufficient follows from the extent of the Government demand. J 
tbemsel es indicated what they wanted. The eame object, the safety and I'1̂  
pern y of the whole state, considering Oude as a part of the whole state, 
an ; ulependent and separate shite, required the interposition of the suprci^ 
authority, even in the civil government of the province, it is the duty ^  
interest of tiie British empire that Oude should he prosperous. N * ’’ ve /  
true that the shortest and simplest mode of providing f. V the good govc: unici » 
civil its well as military, of Oude, would have been the assumption of the who 
authority, and the suppression of the expensive, and, sometimes, unmaimg0 
able machinery of a ruling dynasty of native prince*. It may be dOubte«* 
however, if tiio abrupt supersession of Sadut Ali by an English function®** 
would haveber n more consonant with English notions of justice and motieru 
tion than the abstraction of a part only of his dominions, and his • u forced sub­
ordination t-' the will of the Government. The title, the station, and many oft*1 
privileges and powers of his place were still left to the* Nawab Vizir, and, ‘lt 
subsequent period, he had been gratified by the title of king. This is ,r“1' v 
than a bare title, and if the authority that it implies be judiciously and 0.0 * 
c*xer--;se(lf it may be exercised for all the purposes of civil adininiatrutionwu 
out any control from the British Government. That it will be so exercise a t  
any length of time is very unlikely; and the interference of the paramo 
state will, therefore, be still required. That interference, however, is 
justifiable upon the piineiple that the degree of independence left to the K 
of Oude is matter of sufferance, and that it must be still more limited, or a ^  
gother c ctinguished, whenever the interests of the British empire in
which it i.j a constituent part, clearly demand its curtailment or suppress ^
That the inode in which the negotiation was carried on was, in some resj>c  ̂
objectionable, may be admitted. The real character of the transaction  . 
coercion. Sadut Ali was compelled reluctantly to agree to loss of tern* i  
a: .1 diminution of power. Still this merit may be claimed for the attempt 
procuring iiacquiescence, that they were intended to be less grating to 
feelings than a nern and arr< _ant demand of his submission would have ^  
The intention was not disappointed, and Sadut Ali no doubt found some ona 
mi .i i■ r hift Impaired dignity in tiie contemplation of the Mruggles he 
made to avert the cr • .-.strophe. A very short time alter the business luid K  
att'.cd he seems to have Ken reconciled to his Cate, and to have been Jhuppy w
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Lucknow at the end of February, and BOOT vl. 
proceeded to Benares, on his way to Calcutta. He had chap. ix.
aPpointed tho agents of the Bhow Begum to meet him --------- -

Cre> for the adjustment of certain claims, which she l®02- 
Preferred, both against the Vizir and the English govem- 
Wont. But he was still obliged to defer the decision. A 
C>icumstance had occurred with regard to the Begum, 
of tv/ 18 t0° connected with other proceedings

the English government in Oude, not to require %o be 
-.ortly adduced. While the negotiations were proceeding 
t th  the Vizir, tho Begum had formally tendered to tho 

juiglish government an offer to constitute the Company 
er heir. The object of the Begum in this determination 

''Jas to secure herself completely, by the protection of 
he English government, against the exactions to which 

was exposed at the hand of her grandson. Against 
h's disposal of her property, however, the law of tho 

country, and tho law of nations, interposed ; it being an 
■ tablished principle of Mohammedan jurisprudence, that 
ve sovereign is legal heir to the property of all his sub- 

aHdS’ an<̂  ®overnor'Goneral acknowledging “the justice 
, Policy of preventing the transfer of individual pro- 
t e r ^ ’ ^  ®ft or testament, to a foreign state.” He de- 
fav!°me^’ ^owever> ho accept the legacy, and reasoned in 
exo]t'! determination in the following words: “ The 
VP i lan*i ^ L0 ^ eouniJ alld the superior relation in 
Cu she stands towards his Excellency the Vizir, are cir- 
suVStailC0S 'v̂ ‘c'h distinguish her condition from that of a 
Will6 f1 P°L‘sessiug no rights of property independent of tho 
p ,  'ds despotic sovereign : She derives her title to her 

Dt possessions from the same source from which bin

tho
Wealth*6* V'i°.v>neiit of the amusements of royalty and tho accumulation of 

Sonm Lord Vaient ; Travels, vol. i. 
toasonit01 1 :'J comments the lest mon Lord Wclles’ey’s general or special 
sonrewi 88 ttro not underened. His Lordship, liko W arren Hastings, was 
Urort t 1 “ tno fond of writing. He who writes or talks much will say or write 
unrvrht is necessary — ■ miething that had better hare been k u unsaid or 
'inceo e ■ F<;"'cr words would Iiavo been nioro Ilian enough to lmve con- 
show of )ut Ali that the Cnvenior-Gencal, whilst lie wished to i reserve tiio 
and w0 i'Hcntion to tho Ntuvili's feelings, was V. t. i mined tneffe t his purpose,

■ critj,.jnn , have saved his nohlo correspondent from much of that unfriendly 
e>.p,. n to which his voluminous eptsiles have, not witiiort ome foundation,
WeiQi lllln. For fuitlicr of llie Oudc negotiations, see tile
the p ' ,7 iv  , rriies, vol. ii., also the Asiatic Annual liegister, vol. viii., and 

“ ‘“ meutary Debates for 1S0G.-W.
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N&}@ES$K'Excellency derives his title to the musmid; her right, 
c h a p . ix. therefore to dispose of her personal property, in .any man-
---------- ner she may deem expedient, except for purposes injurious

1802. to the interests of the state, must be admitted — and the 
peculiar nature of the connexion subsisting between his 
Excellency the Vizir and the Honourable Company, ren'  
ders the Begum’s proposed transfer of her wealth to the 
latter, a t the period of her decease, wholly unobjectionable
with reference to the public interests of the state of Oude- 
The remarkable contrast, between this doctrine relative 
the property of the Begum, and the doctrine which was 
promulgated by Mr. Hastings, as the ground on which 
bartered to the late Vizir the liberty of taking if a" â  
from her, the doctrine too on which that Governor "  
defended, ay, and acquitted, before the high court of 
liament,1 will not escape the attentive student of lu , 
history', to the latest generation. The Governor-Geue _ 
adds ; “The character of his Excellency the Vizir, &P" X  
inordinate passion for the accumulation of wealth, ju3 ,̂ 
the Begum in seeking timely protection for herself, 1 
family, and dependants, from the effects of his Excellency 
known views, and sordid disposition.” Recollecting! 
seems, the traffic between a predecessor of the G o v e rn 1 
General, and a predecessor of his own, when certain be 
fits to the Company were exchanged for a permission 
spoil the Begum, and other members of the royal fonlJ«’ 
the Vizir had looked to this quarter, as a source of indein 
nity for the cessions to which he was urged, and had oifc 
cified his disposition to conclude a similar bargain. 1 
indignation of the Governor-General is expressed in 
following words: “ The inclination manifested by bis 
cellency the Vizir, in the form of ,a conditional ms®® , 
Lieutenant-Colonel Scott’s proposal for a territorial c 
sion, to degrade and despoil the most distinguished c 
acters of his family and his court — a design, though l!U‘ 
some degree of disguise, particularly directed to ^  
Begum — and his insidious and disgraceful attempt to 
tain the sanction of the British name to such unwart® 
able acts of proscription, have given additional weigh'i . 
his Lordship’s mind, to the arguments above detailed, ** 
have determined his Lordship not only to acquiescence 

1 Vide supra.
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proposal to its utmost extent, if it should he BOOK AI.  
revived on her p a r t; hut to encourage her Highness to chap. ix. 
renew her proposition at the earliest period of time, and '

every justifiable means.” 1 Such is the language, in 
"bich Marquis Wellesley treats a conduct, which had been 
Pursued by one of his most distinguished predecessors;
•defended, as meritorious, by some of the most powerful 
ef the public men in England ; and solemnly declared to 
ye innocent, by a judicial decision of the High Court of 
■Parliament itself.

In the meantime, the substitution of the forms and 
agents of the Company’s government to those of the go­
vernment of the Vizir was carrying on in the ceded pro­
vinces. The Governor-General had stated to the homo 
authorities, in the letter in which he announced the ratifi­
cation of the treaty, that the reasons which induced him 
to vest his brothor with extraordinary powers for the 
superintendence of this service, were the great difficulty of 

le task, the peculiarly appropriate qualifications which 
''■■/Wellesley had displayed in the negotiation with the 
‘z’r> and the authority which he would derive from his 

relationship with himself. And he expressed his “ trust;
lat in the course of a year, or possibly within a shorter 

Period of time, the settlement of the ceded districts might 
Je so far advanced, as to enable him to withdraw Mr. Wel- 
j6s ®y> and leave the administration of the country nearly 
r '!?® same form as that of Benares.” 2 When this letter 
^eached the Court of Directors, that body of rulers, pro- 

I Sulng their inability, till they received the proper doeu- 
b 6Û S’ |Iec’|Ie upon the means by which the treaty had 
ucen accomplished, declared the obligation, under which 

®3 felt themselves, to lose no time, in condemning the 
appointment of Mr. Wellesley, who was the private soere- 
T*y uf the Governor-General, and belonged not to the 
A®88,°f Company’s servants as “a virtual supersession of 
jE® just rights ” of those servants, whom the Court of 

Rectors were bound to protect; and a violation of the 
0t °f parliament which expressly confines the filling up

under tlio signature of the Secretary of the Government,
21, t s '°  Mr. We llesley and Colonel Soott, at Lucknow, under date Mongblr,

2 W , 'f ’r ’,L'r, ism. Papers, nt supra.iv. 18, 19.
011 th U: Getter in whi. I- lie announced the vatnicatnm of the treaty, dated 

Ganges, Hih of November, ISO!, papers, ut supra, v. 15.

\: \ APPROVED BY LORD WELLESLEY.


