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. from a position 400 yards in advance of their general in-

1, trenchments; and a parallel was established on the spot:

——— within 780 yards of the fort, In the evening, the follow=
1799, ing letter from the Sultan was received in camp :

“In the letter of Lord Mornington, it is written, thab
the clearing up of matters at issue is proper, and that
therefore you, having been empowered for the purposés
will appoint such persons as you judge proper for con-
ducting a conference, and renewing the business of &
treaty. You are the well-wisher of both Sircars. In this
matter what is your pleasure? Inform me, that a con-
ference may take place.” .

On the 22nd, General Harris replied by a letter, stating
that security, not conquest, was the object of the Engliﬂg
government, to whose pacific propositions he complaine 1
that Tippoo Had hitherto refused to listen ; and transmitte
the draught of a preliminary treaty, drawn up S\GCO‘rdmg
to the second and severest set of terms contained in the
Governor-General's instructions,

In the situation to which affairs were now reduced, t}‘e
annexation of the following severities was deemed adyis-
able. That four of the Sultan’s sons, and four of his gene-
rals; to be named by the British commander, should be
given up as hostages. That acceptance of these conditions
should be tfansmitted under his hand and seal within
twenty-four hours ; and the hostages, and one crore of yu-
pees, be delivered in forty-cight. And that if these pledges
were not given, the British commander would hold him-

gelf at liberty to extend his demands for security, even to
the possession of the fort of Seringapatam, till the conclu-
sion of a definitive treaty.

Tt was the instruction of the CGovernor-General, that the
set of terms now put in the shape of a treaty should be
gent just before the opening of the batteries upon the fort
of Seringupatam. But the advanced period of the season,
and the failure of Pprovisions, when nothing but possession
of the fort could, in the opinion of General Harris, Justify

Im in the delaying the siege for an insient, made him
m it hazardous to be the leader in an overture toward
Peacs. The sentiments to which the Governor-General
Was brought by the progress of events are thus degeribed
" his own words, “Towards the end of April, fresh cireum=
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—arose, which disposed mie to think, that if the BOOK VI
course of the war should favour the attempt, it would be cmar. yirt:
prudent and justifiable entirely to overthrow to power of
T‘PI‘C‘O Accordingly, on the 23rd of April, I signified to 1799,
Lientenant-General Harris my wish, that the power and
resources of Tippoo Sultan should be reduced to the
lowest state, and even utterly destroyed, if the events of
the war should furnish the opportunity.” !

On the night of the 24th, the approaches to the fort
were advanced 250 yards. On the 25th, a battery of four
guns was erected to destroy the defences of some works
which bore on the assailants ; and it opened with consi-
derable effect on the morning of the 26th. The enemy’s
guns were now almost wholly silenced. On the evening of
the same day, the enemy’s intrenchments, in advance, were
attacked ; and carried, after an obstinate contest, which
lasted a great part of the night. This acquisition was im-
portant, because it furnished the ground on which the
breaching batteries were to be erected. The British troops
occupied the works on the 27th; and in the following
night made their lodgment secure.

On the morning of the 28th, another letter arrived fror
the Sultan, intimating the magnitude of the questions to
be determined, and signifying his intention to send two
persons, for the immediate commencement of a conference,
without which an adjustment of so much importance
could not be satisfactorily performed. To this the Gene-
ral replied, that no raodification would be made of the
terms already transmitied ; that ambassadors were, there-
fore, unnecessary, and would not be received, unless they
were accompanied by the hostages and specie, already de~
manded ; and that only till three o'clock the next day
would time be allowed for an answer.

- A breaching battery of six guns was erected on the
night of the 28th; and on the morning of the doth it
began to fire. On the first day it demolished part of the
the outward wall at the west sngle of the fort, and made
an "m;}_)rassi{)n on the masonry of the bastion within it,
On the second its fire was attended with increased effect,
An additional battery, constructed on the night of April
the 30th, opened in the morning of the 2nd of May. On

1 Letter to Divectors, 3vd August, 1794, utsupra.,
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BT tha 8rd, the breach appeared to be practicable, and pre- |
CusP VL parations were eagerly made for the asseult. On the

= morming of the 4th

1789.

, the troops destined for the service
were placed in the trenches before day-light, that no €x
traordinary movement might gerve to put the enemy 0B
their guard. The heat of the day, when the people of tho
East, having taken their 1mid-day repast, give themsal\'ag
up to a season of Tepose, and when it was expected tha
the troops in the fort would be least prepared to reﬁlsg
Was chosen for the hour of attack. Four regiments an

flank companies of Europeans, three corps of grenadier
-5epoys, and 200 of the Nizam’s troops, formed the party
for the agsault, Colonels Sherbrooke, Dunlop, Dalrymples
rdener, and Mignan, commanded the flank corps ; an
the conduct of the enterprise was intrusted to Major- |
General Baird, who had solicited the dangerous servicé:
At one o'clock the troops began to move from the trencllesé
The width, and rocky channel of the river, though at tha
time it contained hut little water, its exposure to the ﬁl:}
of the fort, the imperfection of the breach, the strength
the place, the numbers, courage, and gkill of its defendens:
constituted such an accumulation of difficulties, that no-
thing less than unbounded confidence in the force and
courage of his men could have inspired a prudent Gene
with hopes of success., The troops descended into the
bed of the river, and moved, regardless of a tremendon®
fire, towards the opposite banlk,

From the time when General Harria sat down hefore the
fort, the Sultan had remained on the ramparts, varying his
position according to the incidents of the siege. The ge-
neral charge of the angle attacked, was given to Seyed
Saheb, and Seyed Goff béir, the last, an able officer, who
began his career in the English service, and was in the
number of the prisoners at the disaster of Colonel Brath-
waite,

The angle of the fort which the English attacked was of
T & nature, that a entrenchment to cut it off might
bave been easily effected ; and this was counselled by the
o judioious of the Mysorean officers. But the mind of

® Sultan, which was ‘slways defective in Judginent, ap-
Penrs o' have been prematurely weakened by the disad-
vantages of his situation, By the indulgence of arhitrary



DUMSTANCES OF THE ASSAULT.

into thag
thing l_)ut what gratified the will of the moment. He had
accordingly estranged from his presence every person of a
manly character; and surrounded himself with young men
aud Parasites, who made it their business not only to gra-
$ify his most childish inclinations, but to occupy him
With a, perpetual succession of wretched pursuits, He
seems, therefore, when adversity came upon him, to have
been rendered too effeminate to look it steadily in the
face ; and exploring firmly the nature of the danger, to
employ in the best manner the means which were in his
power for averting it. The flatterers were able to persuades
him, partly that the fort was too strong to be taken, partly
that God would protect him ; and they maintained sue-
cessfully that indecision which was now congenial to the
relaxed habit of his mind, “He is surrounded,” said
Seyed CGoffhir, who was wounded early in the siego,
“by boys and flatterers, who will not let him see with
i8 own eyes. I do not wish to survive the result. I
ia?’ going about in search of death, and cannot find
On the morning of the 4th, Seyed Goffhéir, whom from
the number of men in the trenches inforred the intention
%0 assault, sent information to the Sultan. The Sultan
Teturned for answer, that it was good to be on the alert,
but assured him, as persuaded by the flatierors, that the
8ssault would not take place till night. And in the mean-
ime he was absorbed in religions and astrological opera-
tions ; the one, to purchase the favour of heaven ; the
other, to ascertain its decrees. Seyed Goffhiir,” says Colo-
Del Wilks, “having satisfied himself, by further observa-
tion, that one hour would not elapss beforo the assault
Would commence, hurried in a state of rage and despair
towards the Sultan: ‘I will go,’ said he, ‘and drag him to
the Liveach, and make him seé Ly what a set of wretches
is gurrounded ; I will compel him to exert himself st
this Jast moment! He was going, and met a party of
Pioteers, whom he had long looked for in vain, to ont
off the approach by the southern rampart ‘I must first,
said he, “show those people the work they have to do
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i) the arts of his flatterers, his mind was brought BOOE VI
situation in which it could endure to hear no- cmar, viu,
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VA. and in the act of giving his instructions, was killed by a |
1L cannon-shot,” 1

e . The Sultan was about to begin his mid-day repast under |

1799,

a small tent, at his usual station, on the northern fﬁc‘['i
when the news was brought him of the death of Seye
Gofflifir, and exoited strong agitation. Before the repast
Was finished, he heard that the assault was begun. Hz
iHSt&Dt_Iy ordered the troops that were about him, to stan

to their armsg, commanded the carbines to be loaded,
which the se

and hurried along the northern rampart to the beach.

“In less than seven minutes from the period of issuing |

from the trenches, the Pritish colours were planted on the

Tvants in attendance carried for his own useé,

summit of the breach.” Tt was regulated, that as soon 88 |

the assailants surmounted the ramopart, one half of them

should wheel to the right, the other to the left, and that

they should meet over the eastern gateway, The rig!fh’
which was led by General Baird, met with little resistance,

both as the enemy, lest retreat should be cut off, ﬂba;;
doned the cavaliers, and as the inner rampart of t

South-western face was ‘exposed to a perfect B}lﬁl&dﬂ-
The assailants on the left were opposed in 2 rh_ﬁ'el‘ﬁﬂt
Haner, TLieutenant-Colonel Dunlop, by whom it was
ommanded, received s wound in the ascent; and the
Sultan passed the nearest traverse, as the column quitted
the breach, 4 succession of well-constructed traverses
Were most vigorously defended; and & flanking ﬁre‘Of
ousquetey, from the inner rampart, did great execution
obon the assuilants, All the commissioned officers
attached to the leading companies, were soon either killed
or disabled ; and the loss would, at any rate, have been
great, had not a very oritical assistance been' received-
When the assailants first surmounted the breach, they

Were not a little surprised by the sight of a deep, and, t0 |

sPbearance, impassable ditch between the exterior and
ntevior lines of defe

noe. A detachment of the 12th regi-
ment, having diseovered a narrow strip of the terre-plein,
eft for the bassage of the workmen, got up the inner

1
um?,"’“ Bltotdkies, 1, 43s, 437, For the fterlor history of the Mysoreanss
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DEATH OF TIPFPOO.

and,, whebling to the left, drove before them the mus-
queteers who were galling the assailants of the left attack,
and they at last reached the flank of the traverse, which
was _daf‘ended by the Sulten. The two columns of the
Eng'h.sh, on the outer and inner rampart, then moved in a
Position to expose the successive traverses to a front and
flank fire at the same time ; and forced the enemy from
one to another, till they perceived the British of the right
attack, over the eastern gate, and ready to fall upon them
In the rear; when they broke and hastened to escape.
The Sultan continued on foot during the greater part of
Yhis time, performing the part rather of a common soldier,
than a general, firing several times upon the assailants
with his own hands. But a little before the time at which
his troops resigned the contest, he complained of pain and
Weakness in one of his legs, in which he had received a
severe wound when young, and ordered a horse. When
abandoned by his men, instead of seeking to make his
escape, which the proximity of the water-gate would have
rendered easy, he made his way toward the gate into the
iuterior fort. As he was crossing to the gate by the
Cemunication from the outer rampart, he received a
musquet-ball in the right side, nearly as high as the
reast, but still pressed on, till he arrived at the gate,
Fugitives, from within, as well as from without, wero
erowding in opposite directions to this gate; and the
dotachment, of the 19th had descended into the body of
the. Place, for the purpose of arresting the influx of the
ugitives from the outer works. The two columns of the
assailants, one without the gate, and one within, wore now
pouring into it a destructive fire from both sides, when
the Sultan arrived, Endeavouring to pass, he received
another wound from the fire of the inner detachment ; his
horse also, being wounded, sunk under him, and his
turban fell to the ground, while his friends dropped
Tapidly around him. His attendants placed him in his
Palankeen, but the place wes already so crowded, and
choked up with the dead and the dying, that he could
20t be removed, According to the statement of a servant
Who survived, some English soldiers, & fow minutes after
wards, enteved the gateway ; and one of them offering to

¥
he enfiladed face, without much opposition ; B 2

CHAP, VIIL

1799,
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L pull off the sword-belt of the Sultan, which was very rich,

cuar. viix. Tippoo, who still held his sabre in his hand, made a cut ab

1799,

him with all his remaining strength. The man, wounded

in the knee, put his firelock to his shonlder, and the Sultats :

receiving the ball in his temple, expired,

The two bodies of assailants, from the right and the left
had met oyer the Hastern gatewny; and the palace Wa$
the only place within the fort not now in their possession-
In this the faithful adherents of Tippoo, whose fats was yeb
unknown, were expected to make a desperate stand int
defence of their sovereign and his family, The troops

exhausted by the heat and the toils of the day, stood il

need of refreshment. In the mean-time Major Allan Was
sent with a guard to inform the persons within the palace;
that if they surrendered immediately their lives should be
secured ; that any resistance, on the other hand, would be
fatal to them all. When that officer arrived at the palac
before which a part of the British troops were ulready
drawn up, he observed several persons in the baleonys
apparently in the greatest consternation. Upon com=

munieating his message, the EKelledar, another officer of

distinction, and a confidential servant, came over the
terrace of the front building, and descended by an uf-
finished part of the wall. They exhibited great embarrass-
ment, and a disposition to delay ; upor which the British
officer reminded them of their danger, and pledging him-
self for the protection of the inmates of the palace, desired
admittance, that he might give the same assurance to the
Sultan himself. They manifestod strong aversion to this
proposition ; but the Major insisted upon returning with
them ; and desiring two other oficers to Jjoin him, they a&
cended by the broken wall, and lowered theraselves down ot
a terrace, on which there was a number of armed men, The
Major, carrying a white flag in his hand, which he had
formed on the spur of the occasion by fastening a cloth t0
8 serjeant’s pike, assured them it was a pledge of securitd
Provided no resistance was attempted : and as an ad
tional proof of his sincerity took off his sword, which he
lusisted upon placing in the hands of the Kelledar.
affirnied that the family of the Sultar was in the palace,
but not the Snltan himself. Their agitation and indecision
Were conspienous, The Major was obliged to remind thenl

*



ULTAN'S FAMILY IN THE PALACE. 7

of the troops, by whom they were now B P
ed, was with difficulty restrained ; and that the cmar.vuL
nces of delay would be fatal. The rapid move- ————
ments of several persons within the palace, where many  1799-
hun‘dreds of Tippoo’s troops still remained, made him

bFE’.lﬂ to think the situation critical even of himself and

his ¢ompanions, by whom he was advised to take back his

sword.  As any suspicion, however, of treachery, reaching

in their present state the minds of the British soldiers,

would inflame them to the most desperate acts, probably

the massacre of every human being within the palace

walls, he had the gallantry, as well as the presence of mind

to abstain from such an exhibition of distrust. In the

mean time, he was entreated by the people on the terrace

to hold the flag in a conspicuous manner, as well to give
confidence to the people within the palace, as to prevent

the British troops from forcing the gates. Growing im-

patient of delay, the Major sent ancther message to the

Princes. They now sent him word, that ke would be

received as soon as a carpet for the purpose could be
procured ; and in a few minutes the Kelledar returned to

conduct him,

He found two of the Princes seated on the carpet, sur-
rounded by attendants. “The recollection,” says Major
Allen; “of Moiz ad Dien, whom on & former occasion I
had geen delivered up with his brother, hostages to Lord
Cornwallis ; the sad reverse of their fortune; their fear,
which, notwithstanding their strugeles to conceal it, was
but too evident, excited the strongest emotions of com-
passion in my mind.” He endeavoured by every mark of
tenderness, and by the strongest assurances of protection
and respect, to tranquillize their minds. His first ohject
was, to discover where the Sultan was concealed. Ho next
requested their consent to the opening of the gates. At
this proposition they were alarmed. Without the autho-
rity of their father, whom they desired to consull,.they
were afraid to take upon themselves a decision of such
unspeakable importance, The Major assured them, that
he would post a guard of their own sepoys within the
Ppalace, and a guard of Europeans without ; that no person
should enger hut by his authority ; that he would return
and remain with them, until General Baird should arrive;

YOL. VI, H
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d that their own lives, as well as that of every person

r in the palace, depended upon their compliance, Their

confidence was gained. Upon opening the gate, Major
Allan found General Baird and several officers with a large
body of troops assembled. It was not safe to admit the -
troops, who were burning for vengeance. And Major Allan
returned to conduct the Princes, whose reluctance to quit
the palace was not easy 1o be overcome, to the presence of
the Genersl. General Baird was one of those British
officers: who had personally experienced the cruelty of
their father, and suffered all the horrors of a three years'
imprisonment in the place which he had now victoriously
entered. His mind too had been inflamed by a reporb
st that instant received, that Tippoo had murdered all the
Europeans m}a.de prisoners daring the siege. “He was
nevertheless,”” says Major Allan, “sensibly affected by the
sight of the Princes ; and his gallantry on. the assault was
nob more conspicuous than the moderation and humanity
which he on this occasion displayed. Ho received the
Princes with every mark of regard : repeatedly assured
them that no violence or insult should be offered to them,
and he gave them in charge to two officers to conduch
them to head quarters in camp,” They were escorted by
the light company of a European regiment ; and the
froops were ordered to pay them the compliment of pre-
genting arms as they passed.

The mind dwells with peculiar delight upon these in-
stances in which the sweet sympathies which one human
being has with another, and which are of infinite import-
ance in private life, prevail over the destructive passions;
alternately the cause and consequence of war. ‘The
pleasure, at the same time, which we foel in conceiving
the emotions produced in such g scene, lead the bulk of
mankind to overvalue greatly the virbues which they
imply. When you have glutted upon your victim the
passions of ambition and revenge ; when you have reduced
him from greatness and power, to the weakness and
dependence which mark the insect on which you tread, °
& few. tears, and the vestraiot of the foot from the final
stamp, ave not g very arvduous virtue. The grand mis-
iurt}:m is to bo'made an inseet, When that is done, it i8
o slight, if any addition to the misfortune to be crushed
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would be, to restrain in time the selfish desires which
h‘.m‘y us on to the havoc we are vain of contemplating
With a sort of pity after we have made it. Let not the
mercy, however, be slighted, which is shown even to the
victim we have made. It is so much gained for human
nature. Tt is a gain which, however late, the progress and
fﬁﬁ'gsion of philosophy at last have produced ; they will
1 time produce other and greater results.

When the persons of the Princes were secured, Tippoo
Was to be searched for in every corner of the palace. A
Party of English troops were admitted, and those of
Tippoo disarmed. After proceeding through several of
the apartments, the Kelledar was entreated, if he valued
his own life, or that of his master, to discover where he
was concealed. That officer, laying his hand upon the hilg
of Major Allan’s sword, protested, in the most solemn
manner, that the Sultan was not in the palace; that he

been wounded during the storm ; and was lying in a
fateway on the northern side of the fort. He offered to
conduct the inquirers ; and submit to any punishment if
ke was found to have deceived. General Baird and the
officers who accompanied him, proceeded to the spot;
2overed with a promiscuous and shocking heap of bodies
Wwounded and dead. At first, the bodies were dragged out
of the gateway to be examined, it being already too dark
to distinguish them where they lay, As this mode of
examination, however, threatened to be very tedious, a
light was procured, and Major Allan and the Kelledar went
forward to the place. After some search, the Sultan’s
Palankeen was diseovered, and under it & person wounded,
but not dead. Ho was afterwards ascertained to be the
Raja Khan, one of Tippoo’s most confidential servants,
who had attended his master during the whole of the futal
d&y. This person being made 'wqus.iuted with the Object
of the search, pointed out the =spot where the Sultan had
fallen. The hody being brought out and sufficiently re-
eognised, was couveyed in & palankeen to the palace, Tt
WAS warm when first discovered ; the eyes were open, the
features ot distorted, and Major Allan and Colonel Wel-
esley were for g few moments doubtful, whether it was

1799.
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e virbue to which exalted praise would be BOOK VI
to which human nature is gradually ascending, cmar.virn
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‘Hot alive. It had four wounds, three in the trunk, and
AP %L one in the temple, the ball of which, having entered a
——— little above the right ear, had lodged in the cheek. His

7 dress consisted of a jacket of fine white linen, loose :
drawers of flowered chintz, the usual girdle of the east,
crimson-coloured, tied round his waist ; and a handsome
pouch, with a belt of silk, red and green, hung across his
shoulder. He had an amulet on his arm ; but his orna-
ments, if he wore any, were gone.1

The speedy fall of the place was an event of great im-
portance to the British army; for though the General
had received a casual supply of provisions from an officer
whose foresight exceeded that of the men who provided
for the army, this afforded a supply for not more than a
small number of days. The want of draught cattle ren-
dered the magazines in the Coorg country totally useless :
and though the General counted nupon being in absolute
want by the 6th of May, General Floyd did not veturn
before the 13th with the convoys from the south, Of the
operitions which during the above transactions had taken
place under the officers with whom General Floyd now
returned to Seringapatam, the following are the principal.
The corps which was placed under the command of Colonel
Reade began by reducing the country north of Rayacottali.
The plan of his operations embraced a great extent ; but
after a little progreas he was apprized of the necessity of
abandoning everything to hasten with the grain which he
had collected to Seringapatam. The troops under Colonel
Brown began the campaign with the siege of Caroor,
which swrendered fo them without any serious resistance
on the 5tk of April. On the 8th they proceeded against
Errode, and meant to prosecute the reduction of the re-
maining fortresses in Coimbetore, when they were sum-
moned to join Colonel Reade, for the purpose of advancing
to Seringapatam,

Colonel Reade arrived at Cauveryporam, on the 22nd
of April, which surrendered to him without resistance.
Having there collected the Brinjarries, and other supplies,
he left them under the protection of the fort, and with

1 Bue

e Major Allan's own ascount of the scones at the palace, and the gite-

Sultany, o0 (Appondix 43) to Beatson's View of the War with Tippon
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ent proceeded to clear the pass. This was an
of considerable difficulty, which required all his
exe_rtlona till the evening of the 27th ; and the 6th of May
arrived before the whole of the Brinjarries had ascended.
G‘_memi Floyd had by this time arrived at a place a few
miles distant from the pass ; aud on the same day he was
reinforced by junction of the southern corps of the aymy
under Colonel Brown. On the 7th of May, the whole
body, with their convoy, moved from Hannoor towards
Seringapatam. As Tippoo’s cavalry, under his hest Ge-
neral, had closely followed General Floyd from Seringa-
patam, he expected to meet with considerable interruption
to retard him on his return ; and from this danger he was
saved, only by the great event which had already arrived.
Such of the sons and officers of Tippoo as were not
taken in the fort, surrendered within & fow days after the
fate of the capital and its sovereign was known ; and an
adventurer of the name of Dhoondia was the only excep-
tion to the quiet submission of the whole country. This
man, of Mahratta parentage, was born in the kingdom of
Mysore, and served in the armies both of Hyder and
Tippoo. He deserted during the war with Lord Corn-
wallis ; and headed a predatory band in fhe region of the
“Toombudra. Tippoo induced him by fair professions to
trust himself in his hand, and then immured him in a
prison, where he had lain for several years, when he con-
trived to make his escape during the capture of Seringa-
patam ; and soon collected around him a band of desperate
adventurers ; which rendered it necessary for General
Harris to move the army to the northward to dislodge
him. This, however, was not the last effort of Dhoondia,
whose history it is proper to finish at once. He was fol-
lowed by his band of adventurers'to the south ; and made
such rapid strides towards the establishment even of a
Bort of empire, that after a little time the government
thought it proper to employ against him the army left
under Colonel Wellesley for the government of Mysore,
Dhoondia displayed no ordinary talents in his defence ;
and by his activity and judgment, protracted for several
months the efforts employed for his destruction. He
could not, however, permanently resist the greap supe-
riority of force which was brought against him ; and fell

01
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¥iin a charge of cavalry which was led by the Colonel in
1!

CHAP. VEL Derson.

1799.

The Sultan, when he lost his empive and his life, was
about fifty years of ege. He was rather above the middle
size, and about five feet eight inches high ; had a short neck
and squave shoulders, and now bordered on corpulency ;
but his limbs were slender, and his feet and hands re-
markably small. His complexion was brown, his eyes
large and full, his eyebrows small and arched, his nose
aquiline ; and in the expression of his countenance there
was a dignity, which even the English, in spite of their
antipathy and prejudices, felt and confessed.

Though French power was the grand resource upon
which Tippoo relied, both for the gratification of his ve-
senftinents, and for his protection against that reduction to
the condition of a pensioned Nabob, the fate to which he
believed that heiwas destined by the English, he made
Some efforts, bub marked with his usual want of good
sense, for oblaining support from other quarters. Beside
his embassy to the Grand Signor at Constantinople, which
excited, without much deserving, the attention of the
English, he opened a communication in 1796 with Zeman
Shab, the King of the Afghans, and sent an embassy
which pointed out to that brother of the faith a glorious
career: against the nonbelievers or misbelievers of India.
The Shah might conquer Delhi, drive out the Mahrattas,
and establish his dominion over all that region of India,
i one yenr; in the next, assail the Mahrattas and the
Decean from the north, while the Sultan co-operated with
himn from the south ; and after this it would cost them
little trouble to extend their empire over every part of
India, This invasion of the Afghans, the English govern-
ment for several years contemplated as an object of ap-
prehension ; and it was the osbensible cause, why the
Commander-in-Chief was left in Bengal, and the conduet
of the aruy committed to General Harris, in the last war
against Tippoo,

The Sultan was too well apprized of the weakness of
Nieam Al o expect from his alliance any material advan-
tage ; and, besides, he expected to induce the Mahrattas
to yield lim any useful mssistance, chiefly by offering 1o

! Dospatohies of the Dake of Welington, 1. 75,



TECTS OF TIPPOO’S MIND. fs
Lt them, in seizing the dominions of the Nizam. BOOX

aned, from the time of the accession of Bajee emar.viu.
Rao, a secret agent at Poona, whose endeavours wers used
to effect an intimate union. But Bajee Rao was held in  179%
thraldom by Sindiah ; and any combination of Bajee Rao
and Tippoo, which could have a tendency to emancipate
the Peshwa from hig subjection, was opposed by the in~
terests of Scindiah ; and though Secindish would have been
well contented to join with the Sultan in any scheme of
hostilities against the English, if it were not attended
with danger, he was too much alarmed for his dominions
in the north, which the English could easily invade, to ba
willing for the present to expose himself to the chance
of so great an evil. From this state of affuirs, Tippoo seems
to have despaired of getting the Mahrattas to act with
any efficiency on his side; and for that reason not to
have made any very strenuous exertions to induce them.
In these circumstances, beholding, as he must have
done, the great inferiority of his power, his utter inability
to maintain o contest against the English, and the pro-
bability that resistance would bring on kis fall, it may
well be regarded as surprising, that he did not endeavonr,
by prompt attention to their complaints, and early nego-
tiation, to escape from the storm which he was unable
to face. One of the most remarkable characteristios,
however, of the Sultan’s mind, was the want of judgment.
For an Eastern prince, he was full of knowledge. His
mind was active, acute, and ingenious. But, in the value
which he set upon objects, whetlier as means, or as ends,
he was almost perpetually deceived. Besides, a convic-
tion appears to have been rooted in his mind, that the
English had now formed a resolution to deprive him of
his kingdom, and that it was useless to negotiate, becauss
no submission to which he could rveconcile his mind,
would restrain them in the gratification of their ambi-
tious designs. Nor was he deprived of grounds of hope,
which over a mind like his were calenlated to exert a
fatal influence. He never could forget the manner in
which his father had triumphed over a host of enemies
by shutbing himsélf up in his capital, and defending him-
self, till the season of the raine; nor had all his experience
of the facility with which Europeans overcame the strong-
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&
'b< est defences in his power to rear, yielded on this point

omap. vur. any decisive instruction. The principal part of his pre-
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parations for war had consisted in adding to the works
of Seringapatam, and storing it with provisions for &
siege. With the attempt to disable the Bombay army
the idea of even obstructing the march of the invaders,
if not albogether abandoned, was very feebly pursued.
And, till the English were upon the ramparts, he could
not persuade himself that the fort of Seringapatam would
be taken. His grand military mistake is acknowledged
to have been the neglect of his cavalry ; a proper use of
which would have rendered the conquering of him a far
more arduous task.

The original defects of his mind, arising from the vices
of his education, appear to have increased as he advanced
in years, and with peculiar rapidity since the loss of his
dominions in 1792. The obedience which the will of
princes, especially Kastern princes, is habituated to re-
ceive, not only renders them wretched when it is opposed,
but gluts and palls them with the gratification, Each
recurting instance becomes by familiarity insipid, or
rather disgusting, an:l leaves the mind restless and impa-
tient for a new gratification. This serves to account for
the fickle and eapricious disposition which so commonly
marks the character of princes; and in general prevails
in them to a greater or less degree, in proportion to the
natural vivacity and susceptibility of their minds. This
disease infected the whole conduet of Tippoo Sultan, pub-
lic and private, and latterly in a manner so extraordinary,
that, when joined to a similar growth of his impatience
at every disagreement hetween that which he willed and
that which fell out, it produced in his subjects a persug-
sion that his mind was partially deranged. Like many
other persons of active, but not powerful minds, he ran
violently upon the observance of minuteness in minute
details, but with little capacity of taking a marshalling
view of u great whole. He saw but few therefore of the
relations and dependencies of things ; and was, of course,
unable to anticipate justly their distant consequences.
T!'“’ teraptation to please, rather than to serve, excluded
T'PP‘}_U; @8 it excludes other princss; from the benefit of
councils wiser than his own. Acoustomed to hear from



S IN THE CHARACTER OF TIPPOO.

approached him, that every sentiment which BOOK VI

he attered exceeded in wisdom that of every other man, craw. vi.

!!»;1}' difference with his opinions struck him at last in the
g laracter of a mere demonstration of folly. Asa general,
Ee possessed, as had been abundantly proved by the
nglish in former wars, no other talents than the vulgar
ones of greab activity, courage, and that turn for strata-
gem, which the cunning of a rude age has a tendency to
produce. As a domestic ruler, he sustains an advanta-
geous comparison with the greatest princes of the Hast.
He bestowed a keen attention upon the conduet of his
government, from which he allowed himself to be diverted
neither by pleasure nor by sloth. He made a methodical
distribution of his time for business, in which he was
orious and exact ; but in which his passion for i
Iab d exact; but in which his passion for detail
made him frequently waste that attention upon minor,
Which ought to have been reserved to the greatest affairs,
He had the discernment to perceive, what is so gencrally
hid from the eyes of rulers in a more enlightened state
of society, that it is the prosperity of thése who labour
with their hands, which constitutes the principle and
cause of the prosperity of states; he therefore made it
business to protect them against the intermediate
P &

orders of the community, by whom it is so diffieult to pre-
Yent them from being oppressed. His country was, accord-
ingly, at least during the first and better part of his reign,
'the best cultivated, and its population the most fourish-
ing in India ;' while, under the English, and their depen-
! The same was asserted, with mare truth no doubt, of the state of Mysors
under Hyder ; but it is ditfieult to believe that acountey shoull be flourishing
Wwhich was the frequent seene of hostils and the ign af which
demanded farge contributions from his subjects, in order to keep up a dispro-
portionuats military force. Climate and soil, and an sgricultaral people, do
miich to hide, if they do not remedy, the exactions of a bad government ; and
2 passing observir, who sees everywhers on his march sbundant tillage, may
easily misconeeive of the lition of the inhst Thie of the
prosperity of Mysore, under Hyder and Tippoo, must be received with hesita-
tion; where tested by English experience they proved inaccurate. Munro way
ong of the off ppolnted to some of the districts ceded by Tippoo
in the first war, and his description of the state of things, s he found them,
voves frrefntally that the mensgement of the two Mohammodan princes of
¥sore waa pot & whit preferable to thak which succeeded them. The col-
lector eanmot nxrpect the conntry to flourish, when he bas himself given the
signal to plander it,  The numerous band of revenue sarvants réquire no en-
cotrngenient to exercise the trade which they have nlwuys ﬁrliuwu! but they
TOW 8ot withont restraint, and are joined by the headl fanners in stripping the
unfbrtunate husbandmen of a great part of the prodiee of their labowrs.  This

Is the &ystem under the Nabobs, under Tippoo, under the Company, und, I
believe, nnder every govermnent in Indis,  The colloctors snd their deputies,

1799,
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U dants, the population of the Carnatic and Oude, hastening

cuar. vur to the state of deserts, was the most wretched upon the
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face of the earth; and even Bengal itself, under the opera-
tion of laws ill adapted to the circumstances of the case;
was suffering almost all the evils which the worst of govern-
ments could inflict. That Tippoo was severe, harsh, and
perhaps cruel, in superintending the conduct of those who
served him, may be so far easily believed, as his inordi-
nate pride would make every offence which appeaved to
be committed against himself assume gigantic dimensions:
and his habit of willing, and seeing his will realized, made
him expect every event, willed by himself, as by a law of

nature, which nothing but the misconduct of others could °
have disturbed. That the accounts, however, which we
have received from our countrymen, who dreaded and
feared him, are marked with exaggeration, is proved by
this circumstande, that his servants adhered to him with
o fidelity which those of few princes in anyage or country
have displayed.! Of his cruelty we have heard the more,
because our own countrymen weore nmong the victims of
it. But it is to be observed, that, unless in certain in-
stances, the proof of which cannot be regarded as better
thau doubtful, their sufferings, however intense, were only
the sufferings of a very rigorous imprisonment, of which,
considering the manner in which it is lavished by their
own laws, Englishmen ought not to be very forward to
complain. At that very time, in the dungeons of Madras
and Caleutta, it is probable that unhappy sufforers were
enduring calamities for debts of 100L; not less atrocious
than those which Tippoo, a prince born and educated in

not being pold, belp themselves, and by this means, the country is often as
muich Barassad in peace as in war. The private dividend among Tippoo's man-
agers is {rom twenty to forty per cent. Life 1 156, Again : ** The Daramahl
has now tween completely surveyed, and the rents of it are fixed ; they ure on
sn average nearly what they were under Tippoo, The inhabitants paid the
mume then as now, but the deficiency of his receipts arose from the peculationg
of & host of revenue officers, The renta here, as I believe in every dther part
Of Tndin, ave 100 high ; this circumstance, joinod to the general Hc\'m)‘ of the
People,is & great vbstacle to every kind of improvement.” 1bid. 204, There
e other 10 the samio purpart, and they are fatal to n Lelief that the
ﬁ‘“‘ ﬂl)puu were in any degree better circomstinced than those of the
TRy i probability i, that thelr situation was worse, —W.

li Uik distracting from the charaoter for fidelity borne by Tippoo's offl-
853, b ia 1o bo remenliored that the Sultan dld not trust o 1t &8 a fxed and
Ftacal 2 LSNP Iyncindad i mechwy o omunitqt by oibpr
Ang, ¢ ilies of o o iail always been kept as
Hoalages in Sesingupaiann. - Mo L A15 W N o



ALLOWANCES DUE.

L

rous country, and ruling over a barbarous people, BOOK VT,

inflicted upon imprisoned enemies ; enemies belonging to cuar. viiL.

a nation, who, by the evils they had brought upon him,
exasperated him almost to frenzy, and whom he regarded
as the enemies both of God and mant Besides, there is
among the papers relating to the intercourse of Tippoo
with the French, a remarkable proof of his humanity,
Wl:uc?, when these papers are ransacked for matters to
Criminate him, ought not to be suppressed. In the
draught which he transmitted to the Isle of France, of
the conditions on which he wished that a connection
between him and the French should be formed, the fol-
lowing are the very words of a distinct article : “I demand
that male and female prisoners, as well English as Portu-
guese, who shall be taken by the republican troops, or by
mine, shall be treated with humanity ; and with regard
1o their persons, that they shall (their property becoming
the right of the allies,) be transported at onr joint expense,
out of India, to some place far distant from the territo-
ries of the allies.”

Another feature in the character of Tippoo was his
Teligion, with a sense of which his mind was most deeply
dmpressed. He spent a considerable part of every day in
prayer. He gave to his kingdom, or state, a particular
religious title, Khodadad, or God-given; and he lived
under a peculiarly strong and operative conviction of the
Superintondence of a Divine Providence. His confidence
in the protection of God was, indeed, one of his snaves;
for he relied upon it to the neglect of other means of
safety. To one of his French advisers, who had urged
him with peculiar fervour to use greater zeal in obtaining
the support of the Mahrattas, he replied, “I rely solely
on Providence, expecting that I shall be alone and unsup-
ported ; but God, and my courage, will accomplish every

i After tho capture of Seringapstam. some native spies, employed by the
Tngiah, a::ﬂ;d?t that r.heSu:gnuu bad orderad the desil of thirteon English
ners, taken during the siege; and o sarap of paper was found, satd o be

his hand.writing, which bere tho character of an order for the deatli of 100
Prisanors.—All the eridence which njes these wonld

Bt be worthy of regard, tat that the moral aod intellectual state of the age
And country of ‘ippoo randers such an act by no mesns improbable, under
& temptation, by any prince of the East.” This, hewerer, dogs not con-
glum"“i-m to be worse ; it only supposes him aot to be better than his neigh-
urm,

1799.
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VI thing”1 Tt is true, that his zeal for God, like the zeal |
cHAP. VL of S0 many other people, was supported by the notion,
and by the desire, of being the favourite of God ; of being

1799-  honoured with the chief place in his affections, and ob- |
taining the best share in the distribution of his favours. |
His religion resembled the religion of most of the persons
anxious to distinguish themselves for pious zeal, in this |
respect also 3 that it contained in it a large infusion of
the persecuting spirit. He imagined that he exceedingly
pleased the Almighty, by cultivating within himself a
hatred of all those whose notions of a God did not cor-
respond with his own; and that he should take one of
the most effectual modes of recommending himself to
that powerful and good Being, if, in order to multiply the
number of true believers, he applied evil to the bodies
of those who were not of that blessed deseription.

Tt would nét be reckoned pardonable by Englishmen,
if an historian were to omit ambition, and the hatred of |
the English, among the ingredients in the character of
Tippoo. Butambition is too vulgar a qualityin the minds
of princes to desérve particular commemoration ; and as
for his hatred of the English, it only resembled the hatred
which the English bore to him, or to the French: and
which proud individuals, and proud nations, are so prone
to feel, towards all those who excite their foars, or cir-
cumseribe their hopes. Besides, among the princes of
India, who, except their drivellers, were less ambitious-
than he 7 Was it Sindiah, or was it Holkar ? Even in
hatred of the English, is it understood, that these Mali-
rattas were exceeded by the sovereign of Mysore 72

I See the letter from Tippoo Sultuun to M, Dn Bue, dated Seringapatum,
Zud Jan. 1799 ; papera printed by order of the House of Commons in 1800,

3 This extenuation of the defects of Tippoo's b is no doubt prompted
by onr aathor's nsual generons disposition to protect those whom ull cther
persons asail.  Notwithstanding this spirit, however, be is compelled to ad-
mit thet Tippoo rashly provoked a storm Lo was unable to face, instigated by
an ungovernable hatved of the English, both on account of their power and
thelr roligion. It is difenit to understand how this fatal want of Juilgmont is
reconcilentile with an active, neute, and ingenious mind, or one even for that
of an Eastetss prince fall of knowledge, That the Sultan had an active mind
may be ellowed, but it was the activity of rostlsssness, accompanicd by cun.
Rltg rathior than acutaness,—by caprico rather then ingonnity, OF his knows
ledizo thore 48 no proof, and he was evidently fgnorant of the relative position
.of the Freyeh an English when he trusted te the support of the former in a
contest with the latter, Tn his military capacity it isadmitted that he displayed
cournge withiut conduct.  The marits of his 6ivil government are. as above
Buticed, exaggoratod at Jeast, 4 not nltogett istated. The fmpr £




16 papers of Tippoo, found in the palaée of

dls_coven?d which had passed between him and the French.
With this Lord W, ellesley shows that he was singularly
delighted ; as if, without such means of  persuasion, he
had dreaded, that the grounds of the war, successfully
tel'mmated, would not have appeared satisfactory to all
hqsa Whose approbation he was interested in obtaining.
It is, therefore, necessary that the amount of its contents
Bh(}l}ld be declared. Some time before the beginning of
April, 1797, the captain of a privateer from the Mauri-
tius, Citizen Ripaud by name, whose ship, damaged in
some engagement, had nearly foundered at sea, arrived in
the country of Tippoo, and was conveyed to the capital ;
Where several of his countrymen had long been high in
the service of the Prince. This man, so illiterate that he
could not spell his own langnage, and ready, as appears
b;{ his letters of the 23rd of May, 1797, for the perpetra-
bion of any crime, even against his own countrymen, was
€ager by imposture to recommend himself to the favour
of the Sultan, He represented that the French govern-
fent were not only burning with a desire to invade the
Possessions of the English in India, but were almost
Teady for the execution of that great design, having made
Vast preparations, forwarded a large body of troops to the

e of Prance, and chiefly waiting till they could learn

oW much assistance they might expect from their ancient
friend, the Sultan of Mysore, Tippoo, as eager fully as
Englishmeu, to believe what he eagerly desired, thought
be could not be too expeditions in sending men to as-
Certain the circumstances; and in endeavouring to de-
rive advantage from them should they appear to corre-

0f deltors in Caloutts and Madras, as o 1 of legal how.
EYET abjectionable in tieir origin, is s very different thing from the sufferings
Mnssacre of prisoners taken in the chances of war, and Is no excuse for the
dictive cruelty exereised by Tippoo upon all, whether Europeans or natives,
lio Wire the abjests of hisvengeunce. As to his religion, be not enly partook
Wigely of (hat intolerance which is a promivent fuatare of the Mohamimnedan
Taith, byt jt was degraded by the grossest superstition, faith in droams, magic,
804 katrology : articles of bolief;, not nneomnmon it Is troe amongst the groat
TGN of the East, tut in o special degree professed by Tippoo, and Indicaring
i'“'“—' of that fulness of knowledye and scuteness of understanding for which
- TSGL of this sketch of his character, credit hias been given him, The gen.
&l fendency of the description 1s, therefore, to convey an unfaithful portrait-
Bre of 5 prince, who, although he may clatm compassion for Wis fite, can
TEVer by any sophistry be held up 08 an object of symipathy or respect.—W,

=,
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atam, were examined, the correspondence was CHAT. VXL




——— was only necessary to name the extent of the assistance
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which he wished to receive. He demanded an army of
from 30,000 to 40,000 men, of whom he required thab

from 5,000 to 10,000 should be veteran troops; and,in '

addition to an army of this magnitude, he thought it
proper to exact the assistance of a fleet. In contributing
to the common enterprise, he proposed to take the whole
expense of the army upon himself; and, as soon a8
it arrived, to join it with all his forces ; when the expul-
gion of the English, he trusted, would not be a tardy
result. As he believed, according to the statement of

his informer, that nothing wae wanting for the immediate |
departure of such a body of troops, but his assent to the |

conditions with which if: was expected he should comply,
he took the refuisite measures for its being immediately
bestowed. Four vakeels proceeded to the coast in Aprily
1797 ; but before they were ready to depart the monsoctl
set in. During the delay which it oceasioned, the vakeels
are said to have fallen into disputes and dissensions.
This, with other causes, induced the Sultan to annul their
appointment ; and the actual mission, which at last con-
sisted of only two persous, did not depart till the Qctober
following. Extreme was the disappointment with these
vakeels, whom in the whole of this. intercourse, the
Glovernor-General, to exalt the notion of its importanece
dubs with title of ambassadors, though the agent whom
the meanest individual employs to transact for him a
business of a few rupees, is hig vakeel, experienced upon
their arrival in the Isle of France. They expected to
have nothing further to do than to set their seal, in the
name of their master, to the conditions which he had
given them in writing. This was called, in the pompous
language of Citizen Ripaud, to contract an alliance offen-
give and defensive with the Fremch Republic, one and
indivisible, ternis which the Sultan could not understand,
as his language wanted words to eorrespond. And when
this simple operation was performed, they expected to
return with g grand army to Mysore. Thaey found that
1ot onuly was there at the Isle of France no force what-
soever, which could Le spared for the use of their master,

HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. (S‘I /

i Spond with report. So completely was Tippoo deceived
ciar. vir, by the representation of Ripaud, that he thought it
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b : intimation had, by the government of France, BOOK V1.
een conveyed to the constituted authoribies of the island cmar. v
of any intention to send an army to India; and that
those authorities were not vested with a power to form
“ligagements with Tippoo of any description. Nothing
did the rulers of the island find themselves competent
to perform, except to forward the letters of the Sultsn

/ _ho government of France, and offer aid to them in
faising o few volunteers. Assistance so contemptible in
Comparison of what they and their master expected, the
vakeels at first refused toaccept. And no small impor-
tunity appears to have been necessary to conquer their
determination.

In the report of their proceedings, which they were
Tequired to give to their master upon their return, they
say, “The four chiefs of Mauritius told us personally,
that the Buropean Ripaud had brought us here on a false
Tepresentation to the Sultaun; and that at present they
had no forces” A member of the legislative body of the
Island, who, because he had served in a military capacity
in India, and was known to the Sultan, sent him a letter
along with the returning vakeels, declared ; “Our grief
Was profound to learn that you had been deceived by

Paud as to our forces on thisisland. The only reinforce-
ment, which had been sent to us from France, since the
Sommencement. of the war, is one battalion, which we

e sent to Batavia, to assist the Dutch in the preserv-
ation of that place. This we did, in return for the assist-
80ce which we had drawn from thence in money, provi-
5lons, and naval stores ; for you must know, great Prince,

a% our own resources are insufficient for our support ;
80d we have sworn to bury ourselves under the ruins of
our igland, rather than see our enemies its possessors.”

¢ liopes which the French rulers held out that mare
efficient gssistance might possibly be obtained by appli-

gl s - i
o R L0r MAAE, L0 0 1 KR ke i i
Tt yuade to the Sultan of their procoedings, they expressly state, that the

W¥eenor of the Tsle of France woited upon them, snd sald * that Ripand had
o an of ¥ intion to your High which loned ws to
‘:0 deputed ™ And beiors their departure, they were informed by the Go-
":y'ﬂ"r. Hiat he would send with themn a genfleman, (e of those by whom

Were actunlly secompanied) *who shonld reside at the presencs in :Yfka;

I['-?' 9 valkael, that the other Frenchmen might net, by telling fulsities,
Hpand, deceive your Highness.”
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¢ cation to the French government at Paris, obviously

cHAP. viur. deserve attention merely as expedients to evade the cha-
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grin of the vakeels. The number of Frenchmen in the
service of the Sultan amounted not to more than 120
men.!

The confidence which Tippoo reposed in the strength
of Seringapatam, especially when protected by God, and
his own courage, had prevented him from making any
provision agaifist an event which he reckoned so very im-
probable as its fall. Not only his family, therefore, bub
the whole of his treasure, was deposited in the fort: and
as the palace was obtained by a species*of capitulation,
without the irruption of the soldiers, there was no suspi-
cion that any portion of the money or jewels which he
had in store, was not publicly obtained, and fully brought
t0 account. It hence appeared, to the clearest satisfaction,
how exaggerated and extravagant had been the conception
of hiz enormous riches, and hence of his dangerous re-
sources for war. The whole amount of the remaining
specie; which Tippoo had treasured up, was about sixteen
lace of pagodas (640,0007.) ; and his jewels, of which in
common with the Princes of the East he was fond, and
with which they never part, except in their greatest ex-
tremity, were valued at about mine laes (360,0007.) more.
So far was such a sum from rendering its owner formi-
dable to a power like that of the British in India, that the
Governor-General in Council did not reckon it too much
to be immediately distributed to the army, as a donative;
in reward of the virtues which it had displayed during the
campaign.

The English were now in possession of the kingdom of
Mysore ; and the only question which it remained for the
Governor-General to decide, was the momentous one, how
akingdom was to be disposed of. He was not insensible to
the difficulties which attended upon his deeision ; and the

' Beatson, 4. 199, )

The atteution is here diverted from the more important contents of the
E_Rll'!rs m the rireumstances which led to Tippoo's connexion with the Isle :‘5
R L
alliance with FPrance for mey;'mmn; of slrxﬁulljns the English from India,
annolcing st the same time his determination not to walt for the furces of his
nillies, bt tu commence the attack on the firat favourable occnsion, Lespatehes,

BOL. - Vhie shole of the correspondence, forming & large volume, was trans-
luted and printed 1o Calcutta, Ibid, 307.—W.
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lich was roquired, in balancing between the BOOK L

y erritory, on the one hand, and the suspicion and cmap. v

odium on the other, to which the destruction of another

Prince, and the annexation of any considerable part of 1799
S kingdom to an empire already of vast dimensions,

hi

Would be exposed both in Europe and in India. This part
of his task he performed with the greatest address. The
Nizam, though, from the inferior part which he had taken
m th_l.’l war, he was not entitled to an equal share with the
E?ﬂg'ltsh in the benefits which resulted from it, was gra-
tified by receiving an equal portion of territory. The

- Pecessiby, however, was inculcated, of moderation in the
desires of both; and the principle which was laid down

. Was, that they should content themselves with such a
| DPortion of territory, as would indemnify them for the
. Charges of the war, and yield security. The word seou-
by, brought in upon this occasion, was caleulated to
answer any purpose, to which they who made use of it

- had, or could have, any desire to employ it, Demands for
; Seeurity had no limit, bub the pleasure and power of those
l by whom they were set up. When the subsequent inquirer
Security against whom ? It is not easy to find an
answer. Sgcurity against Tippoo? He was no more.
Seourity against Nizam Ali, and the English, against one
another? That was impossible ; for they were both to be
aggrandized, and in an equal degree. Was it security
Bgainst the Mahrattas? No, for they also were to be
offered g part of the divided territory, which was the way
ake them more, not less dangerons neighbours than
""ha_y were before, On the principle, then, of indemnifi-
Stion and security, it was decreed, that the English, on
their part, should take to themselves the whole of the
*jﬁl'ritory possessed by the Sultan on the Malabar coast,
o district of Coimbetore and Daramporam, the whole of
48 eountry which intervened between the Company’s ter-
Tfory on the western; and that on the eastern coast,
Flelding now an uninterrupted dominion from sea to sea ;
g with these possessions, the forts and posts forming
*ho heads of the principal passes above the Ghauts on the
table-land ;! the district of Wynaad; and, lastly, the for-
.[ nal(.‘oL Beatson says, (p. $54), that in 1788 he *“ascertalned the position and

Ure 6 ot Yess thian slxty passes throngh the mountwus, several of which
YoL, v - I
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- bress, city, and island of Seringapatam, as a place which

crap, v effectually secured the communication between the British

———— territory on both coasts, and strengthened the lines of de-

1799.

fence in every divection. A territory, affording an equal
revenue with that which by the English was taken for
themselves, was given to Nizam Ali, in the districts of
Gooty, Gurrumcondah, and the tract of country which
lies along theline of the great forts of Chittledroog, Sera,
Nundydroog, and Colar, but without the forts, which it
was supposed would render his frontier too strong. With
regard to the third party in the alliance against Tippoo,
they had entirely abstained from all participation in the
war ; and it would not, in the opinion of the Governor-
General, have been good policy, to place on the same level,
in the distribution of the spoil, those who did all, and
those who did nothing, in the acquiring of it. This would
be {0 encourage allies to be useless, when their services
were required. So much territory as was taken by the
English, and given to Nizam Ali, would, also, yield to the
Mahirattas more than enough of strength, Still it was
desirable to conciliate the good will of that people to the
present proceedings ; and to give them an interest in the
arrangements which were made. A portion of territory,
from one half to two thirds of the value of that which
was faken by the English and given to Nizam Ali, would,
it was concluded, answer these ends. This portion was to
include Harpoonelly, Sconda above the Ghauts, Anna-
goody, and some other districts ; with part of the territory,
not, however, including the fortresses, of Chittledroog and
Bednore.

Of the portion which still remained of the territory
gained from Tippoo, yielding thirteen lacs of pagodas, &
revenue greater than that of the ancient Rajaship of
Mygore, it was accounted politic to form a separate state.
For sovereign, the choice lay between the family of Tippoo,
and that of the ancient Hindu Rajas, who had been kept
in confinement, bub not extinguished, by Hyder Ali and
his son. In the sons of Tippoo, the due degres of passive
hubmission was reckoned muech less probable than in those

are practicabie for srmies, and two-thirds, at least, of that number sufciently
OPEN to the incursiuns of cavairy.”



it ¥/ who, having lost all expectation of reigning BOOK VI
th ke even liberty as o boon, much more sovereignty, cmap. vur
Ough in its most shadowy form. The direct male —
escendant of the Mysore Rajas was a child of a few years ~179%
0ld; and to him it was decreed that the title of sovereign
“]10'{1{1 belong. The conditions upon which he was to
*ecelve his dignity were as follows : That the whole of the
Ulilllltnry force maintained for the defence of the country
Slould be English; That for the expense of it he should
dnnually pay seven lacs of pagodas ; That in case of war,
or of preparation for war, the English might exact any
'gér sum, which they deemed proportional to the re-
Sources of the Raja; And last of all, should they be
Ssatisfied with his government in any respect, they
Might, interpose to any extent in the internal administra-
tion of the country, or even take the unlimited manage-
ent of it to themselves. In this manner, it is evident,
t the entire sovereignty of the country was assumed
by the British, of whom the Raja and his ministers could
only he regarded as Vicegerents at will. It was, there-
Ore, with some reason the Governor-General said, “I
“utertain a sanguine expectation, that the Raja and his
Ministers, being fully apprized of the extensive powers
l Teserved to the Company will cheerfully adopt such regu-
l tions ag shall render the actual exercise of these powers
?
1

:;'OF MYSORE MADE A RAJASHIP, N 5

Winecessary ;” for knowing themselves to hold a situation

1"Jt*?lll)r dependent upon the will of another, whatever ema-

Nated from that will, they were bound, without a choice,

obey. How long, with whatever dispositions to obedi-

- ®Dce, their performance of the services exacted of them

L Will give satisfaction, depends upon ecircumstances of a
Bort which cannot be foreseen,

' The Governor-General was perfectly aware of the share

of the sovereignty which he had tuken, and the share

’ Which he had left. © Under these arrangements,” he said,

“I trust that I shall be enabled to command the whole

| Te80urces of the Raja’s territory ;™ adding, what were very

- Uesirghle results, that under these arrangements he also

 frusted to be enabled “to improve its cultivation, to

extend its commerce, and to secure the welfare of its

Mhabitants” For appropriating such “extensive powers”

(86 they are called by himself;) the reasons which he as-
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VI digned pronounced a violent condemnation of the policy 80

long pursued; and of which such applauded rulers 85
Hastings and Cornwallis had made their boast ; the policy
of only sharing the powers of government, with the native
princes of Oude, the Carnatic, and Tanjore. “Recollecting
the inconveniences and embarrassments which have arisel
to all parties concerned, under the double government, and
conflicting authorities unfortunately established in Oudé
the Carnatic, and Tanjors, I resolved to reserve to the
Company the most extensive and indisputable powers.
This is to boast explicitly, that no double government, 10
conflicting authorities, were left in Mysore ; that, by con-
sequence, the powers of government were, without partici-
pation, engrossed by the English. What then, it mﬂy’be
asked, was the uge of setting up the shadow of a Raja!
The sources of evil were manifest. A considerable expense
was rendered necessary for the splendour of his state;
and it was utterly impossible to govern the country S0
well through the agency of him and his ministers, as it
might have been governed by the direct application of
European intelligence and virtue. But this Raja was &
Bpecies of sereen, put up to hide, at once from Indian and
from European eyes, the extent of aggrandizement which
the British territory had received ; and it so far answered
the purpose, that, though an obvious, it undoubtedly
claims the praise of an adroit, and well-timed political
expedient. It enabled the Governor-General to dismiss
Nizam Ali with a much smaller share of the prey, than
would have satisfied him, had the English taken without
disguise the whole of what in this manner they actually
appropriated.’ It precluded the Mahrattas from those
attempts to excite a jealousy of the English, to which it
was known they were abundantly disposed. And it im-
posed completely, as well upon those members of the
British legislature, who would have been pleased with &2
opportunity to eriticize; as upon the men whose criticisnis
are more extensively disseminated through the press ;

of Whom, or almost all, were too defective, it seems, in the ;

! The Governot-General expressly declares, that beside the jealonsy of the
m"ﬂ» the partition of Mysore between the Engligh and the Nizam wont
have ralsed the power of that prince to a dangerons helght : and would have

Ye0 Bim mnny strong fortresses which could not have been placed in

Without imminent danger to the Britial frontier,
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for te lights, to see through the game that was played : BOOK VI,
- thoughi none of the great acts of Marquis Wellesley’s ciar. vur.
.g:’mfstmtion is more questionable than the attack upon
S P00 Sultan, that is & part which, till now, has been 1799
SEIpt from censure.
The territory, thus in name transferred toa Hindu Raja,
'\h?se residence was to be the ancient city of Mysore,
't.h bi_ the benefits of its sovereignty were all transferred to
1€ 101, 7Tish, was bounded on the north by a strong line of
~fortresses and posts, Chittledroog, Sere, Nundydroog,
" Colar, forming e powerful barrier towards the southern
ntiers of Nizam Ali and the Mahrattas, from Panganoor
9% the line of the evastern, to Bednore on the line of the
Fsterr; Ghauts, the whole occupied and defended, for the
b"l&tit of the English, by English troops ; and on the
ires other sides, east, west, and south, it was entirely
{"”Tf-uuded by the territories of the Company, above and
| Mow the Ghauts.
1 %% the family of Tippoo, if we make allowance for the
:L:.{?’ of a throne, as well as to the prineipal men of his
| Mgdom, the conduct of the Governor-General was con-
" [ rate and generous. The fortress of Velore, in the
":f‘!.}ntic, was appropriated for the residence of the royal
feni) . and fitted up commodiously for their reception,
__‘_ﬁt‘h nn allowance for their support, more liberal than that
- “hish, they had received from Tippoo himself. The prin-
Pl men were all provided for by jaghires or pensions,
- ®Mformable to their rank and influence, with a generosity
‘el not only contented, but greatly astonished them-
él"e—&, They were the more easily pleased, that Tippoo,
imm-cring all anthority in his own person, rendered it
nodsible for his servants to acquire any influence be-
Yong the jmmediate exercise of his official powers ; and
M th frugality of their administration was severe, their
E’-’ﬂol.tmenta were uncommonly small, The same circum-
L.#"ﬂm:s facilitated the settlement of the country; for, as
M8 §jividual possessed any authority sufficient to make
Mumce, when Tippoo was gone, and as the character of
“_“ Hnglish was sufficiontly known to inspire confidence,
th, whiefs made their submission without hesitation or
\ ﬁa}a}_ When one of Tippoo's confidential servants was
Lo treat with the officer at the head of the cavalry, the




V1. celebrated Kummir ad din Khan, he refused to stipulate
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omar. viur. for terms, and said he cast himself entirely upon 1€ |

1799,

generosity of the English. v

In the treaty which was signed by Nizam Ali and the
English, entitled the Partition Treaty of Mysore, 1
establishing the arrangements which have just been 4&°
scribed, it was fixed, that, unless the Peshwa acceded t"’
the said treaty within the space of one month, gave satis™
faction relative to some disputes with Nizam Ali, an®
complied with certain conditions, not specified, in ﬁwouﬂﬂ |
of the English, the territory, which it was meant to bestow
upon him, should be shared between the remaining allies
in the proportion of two thirds to Nizam Ali, and one W 1
the English.!

When thef terrors which Tippoo suspended over the
Mahrattas, and the dependence which they felt upon the
English against the effects of his ambition and powg’;
were destroyed, it was not expected that their host
dispositions, which had already so ill disguised themsel¥e®
could long be restrained.* The power of Nizam Ali wes
now the only barrier between the English possessions n
the Deccan, and the irruptions of that formidable natio? :
and how small the resistance which he was capabla _
yielding, the English had abundantly perceived. In qﬂa
way, it appearcd sufficiently easy to augment his capacity -
for war. He was acutely sensible of the dangers to whieh
he was exposed at the hands of the Mahrattas, and of hi® J
incompetency to his own defence. He was therefor®

1 Sen the papers relating to the war with Tippoo, printed by order of {90
House of Commons in 1800. See also the Treaty with the Nizam, and thak
with the Raju of Myscre. For the whole of the conclading struggle it
Tippoo. we have very complete information, not only in the officlal pal
which have been pretiy folly given in print, but in the vuluable \mrIHM
frequently quoted, of Beatson and Wilks. For the character of Tippoo, S0
some parts of his politles, hints are afforded by the volume of his letierss fol
which we are indelited to Col. Kirkpatrick.—M.

The Lives of Munra, Harrls, Daird, and the Despatches of Lord Welesle¥r |
anry]y fully whatever the prior authorities left wanting,— W. i

ndieations of & hostile spirit in the Peshiwa and Sindiah had been dim‘f‘w‘. o
even before the eapture of Seringapatam. . Um the 23rd April, the Governdi, -
Getieral writes to General Harrls,  Dowlat Rio Sindial has been discover®y
entertain hostile desfgms kgsinst the Company and the Nizam, snd 1 r':,..{_
Teasnn 1o suspect that & socret correspondence subsists between him )
‘Tlopos, The Feaiws appears to have entered into Sindian’s views agd k‘;bﬁ

Company nud thie Nizawm, and on the 26th * the dange :
b ger of wn early attac
X tnlilons of the Mizam, by Dowlit Ruo Sindiah. either sy opin cancet®
the Peshwa, appears to liave increased.”  Despatches, . 558, 681
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desirous of receiving such additions to the BOOK VI.
| of the British troops already in his pay, as would cuar. vir.
 8uffice to allay his apprehensions, But the payment of
the‘“? troops suggested itself to the foresight of the  1790.
‘English rulers, as creating difficulties and dangers which
1% Was not easy to overlook. So fickle and capricious were
he councils of the Subahdar, that he might suddenly
adopt the resolution of dismissing the English troops from
18 service ; while the impoverishment of his country by
mal-administration, and the exhaustion of his resources
by useless expences, portended a moment not far distant,
When he would be deprived of power to pay as many
troops as would satisfy the ideas of security which the
English rulers entertained. One expedient presented
itself to the imagination of the Governor General, as
adapted to all the exigencies of the case; and he resolved
not to omit so favourable an opportunity of realizing the
Supposed advantage. If Nizam Ali, instead of paying a
monthly or annual subsidy for the maintenance of the
trmeﬁ whose service he was willing to receive, would
alienate to the English in perpetuity a tervitory with
Tévenue sufficient for the expense, a military force might
D be established in his dominions, on the least pre-
¢arious of all securities. The evils were, in the first place,
& Violation of the act of parliament, which forbade exten-
100 of territory ; but that had always been violated with
80 littie ceremony, and lately in so extraordinary a manner,
that this constituted an objection of trivial importance :
In the second place, the real difficulties of administering
the ceded territory, so frugally and heneficently, as to
render its produce equal to its expense ; difficulties, it is
probable, which were but little understood: and lastly,
the grand general evil, that, in proportion as territory aug-
ments, and with it the smount and complexity of the
business which its administration involves, it becomies
more and more impossible for the superintending power
t0 take securities, that the business of government shall
1ot be negligently and corruptly performed ; since, beside
tha inability of attention to extend itself minutely beyond
8 limited range of affairs, distance from the eye of govern-
ment gradually weakens its powers, and at last annihilates
& great portion of them, Over-balancing advantages
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v appeared to flow, from the funds which would thus be

gAP. v secured for the maintenance of a considerable army, fro®

1789,

the security which this army would afford against 1

Mahrattas, and from the sovereignty which it would
transfer to the English over Nizam Ali and his dominion8}
though his dominions were governed so ill, that little
advantage could be hoped from them.! The documents
relative to the negociations have not been made public;
and we know not in what manner that Prince at first
received the propesition, nor what modes of inducemetd
were employed to obtain his consent. However, on the
12th of October, 1800, a treaty was signed ; by which i
portant contract, the English added two battalions ©
sepoys, and & regiment of native cavalry, to the for¢?
which they engaged to uphold in the service of the St~
bahdar, and also bound themselves to defend his dominion®
against every aggression ; while, on his part, Nizam :
ceded to the English, in perpetual sovereignty, all the

acquisitions which he had made from the territory of -

Tippoo, either by the late treaty, or by that of Seringsp®
tam, in 1792 ; and agreed neither to make war, nor 5
much as negociate, by his own authority ; but, referriné
all disputes between himsclf and other states to the
Engligh, to be governed by their decision, ailowing the
subsidiary troops in his service to be employed by the
English in all their wars, joined by 6000 of his own horsé
and 9000 of hie infantry, only reserving two of the English
battalions which should always be attached to his persoD:
For the purpose of obtaining the Tumboodrah as a cles®
and distinet boundary, Kupoor, Gujunder Gur, and som®
other districts, lately acquired from Tippoo, were es”
changed for Adeni and a few places on the southern side
of the river. With regard to the family and subjects of

! The proposition for the territerial grant originated with Azim-ul-Omrs, th?
minister of the Nizam ; and it was believed by the Governor-Genernl that
court of Hyderabad was sincerely isposed, and even gecretly anxions for I
commutation of the subsidy. In the first plan of the troaty, however, an {.
ternative was retained of paying the subsiiy in money, wheniver conveniont >
stipuiation to which the En§I1|I; Guvernment ohjected; nnd In the counter
plan it was distinctly asserced that vo other effectual or autisfictory seo 4
fhian an absalute assigument of territory could be given by the Nizam for th
fegulur payment of the subsidy, The exireme anxiety of the Nizam to have
assuration of protection agunst the Mal all impediments to 8%
antlesble alffustment of the comditions, the prim-iﬁle of which he had alread?
recognised. Despatahics, il 875, and App. T18.—W.
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ahdar, it was stipulated that he was to remain BOOE VI

absolute, and the English were on no pretext to dispute cmaw. vai.

authority. A revenue of about 1,758,000 pagodas
arose from the territory ceded by this treaty to the
English 1

Of this engagement, as it affected the interests of the
Enghah. the nature may be described in a single sentence.
II_'hﬁ English acquived a small territory, with the obliga-
tion of defending a large one. If it be said, that it was
a8 easy to defend the Nizam’s territory, in addition to
their own, s it was to defend their own without that of
the Nizam, and that the revenue of the new territory was
all therefore clear gain, the declaration is unfounded. If
the act of parliament, which was set up for a show, but
in practice trampled npon habitually, and by those who
made it, as shamelessly, as by those for whose coercion it
was made, is worthy on such an occasion to be queted, it
may be recollected, that, according to the doctrine which,
in that enactment, gnided the legislature, all extension of
territory was bad, because it cost more to defend if, than
it could be made to produce ; much more of course, when
a small territory wag acquired with the burden of defend-
ing another, several times as large.

A clavse was inserted, to say, that if the Peshwa or
Dowlut Rao Sindiah, should desire to have & part in this
treaty, they should be admitted to all its advantages ; in
other words, they should have a subsidiary force on the
Same terms as Nizam Ali. But so far were the Mahrattas
from desiring an allisncs of this deseription, that the
P eshwa, under the dictation of Sindish, refused to acoept
the territory which was reserved to him out of the spoils
of Tippoo; it was therefore divided by the English be-
tween themselves and the Subahdar.

CHAPTER IX.

Sétuation of Oude, as left by Lord Teignmouth, kighly satis-
Jactory to the Home Authorities— Great Changes medi-
tated by Lord Mornington — Extirpation of British
! A sketoh of ths Political History of Tndia, from the Introdnction of Mg

Pitt's B, AD, 19 s prasent Date, by Sie John Malcolm, pj. 282987
Collection of Treatter, 1o 1T " -

1800,
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Subjects, not in the Service of the Company—zfppreheﬂd‘d
Lwasion of the Afghans— Endeavour to obtain the AF
liance of Sindiah— The Idea ahandoned — An Embassy
to the King of Persia — Insurrvection by Visir AU —
Reform of his Military Bstablishment pressed on the No*
bob of Oude — Iis Reluctance — Iz proposes to abdicaté
in favour of his Son—The Governor-General presses i
to abdicate in favour of the Company — He refuses—
Indignation of the Governor-General — He resorts 10
Coercion on the Reform, which meant the Annihilations
of the Nabob’s Military Establishment — The Business of
the Annililation judiciously performed — The Visir
loges the Want of Resources for the Maintenance of %2
great a British Army — From this, the Governor-Gener®
infers the Necessity of taking from him the Qovernm
of his Country— If the Nabob would not give up ¥
whole of is Country willingly, such a Portion of @ &
would cover the Expense of the British Army io be take®
by Force — This was more than One-half — The V&
to be allowed no Independent Power even in the Rest—
The Vizir desires to go on a Pilgrimage — The Hon. .
Wellesiey sent to get from him an Appearance of Conaen*
— The Cession of the Portion necessary for the Expens
of the Army effected — A Commission Jor settling
Country with Mr. H. Wellesley at the Head — Governor
General makes o Progréss through the Country — Trah¥
actions between ki and the Nabob of Oude — Propositio®
of the Bhow Begum— Objections of the Court af Diree
dors to the Appointment of Mr. H. Welleslay— Overr

by the Board of Control — Government of Furruckabad
asswned by the Company — Settlement of the Ceded Dis
tricts— Full Approbation of the Home Authorities.

THE arrangements formed by the late Governor-(lenerh

8ir John Shore, with respect to the kingdom of Qude
satisfied the capacious desives of the London authorities*
Under date the 15th of May, 1799, a despatch, intended
convey their sentiments to the instruments of governmer
in Tudia, has the following passages :

“By the definitive treaty concluded at Lucknow, the

Company's influence over the Vizir's country appears 19
be sufficiently preserved; without the insertion of
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¢ hich, in its operation, might lead to an inter- BOOK VL.

ference in the collections, on the part of the Company, cmar. Ix.

th“:t might be deemed offensive. And we have the further
satisfaction to find, that (exclusive of the immediate
Payment of twelve lacs of rupees by the Nabob Vizir),—
annual subsidy is increased upwards of twenty lacs
of rupees; besides the acquisition of a fortress in the
ude dominions, of the greatest consequence in the scale
of general defence : with other stipulations, which have a
tendency to remedy former defects in our political con-
nexion with that country, and to give the Company such
an ascendancy as eannot fail o be productive of material
benefit to both parties : and which, we trust, will lead to
the establishment of a good systemt of government in
Oude, which hitherto all our endeavours, for a series of
years, have been unable to accomplish.

“The late Governor-General had given us reason to
expect, that, for the first year, or perhaps longer, after
Saadut Ali's accession, his revenues would probably fall
considerably short of their estimated amount ; and that he
would find considerable difficulty in fulfilling his pecuniary
engagements with the Company :—and very satisfactorily
assigned the ground of that opinion. We ave, therefore,
not surprised to find by the last accounts, that an arrear
had accumulated in the payment of the Company's tribute,
Y the amount of upwards of cighteen lacs of rupees,
Lord Mornington having represented, however, that he
believes the Nabob is sincerely disposed to make every
possible effnt for the liquidation of this arrear, as well as
for introducing such a system of order and economy into
the menagement of his finances as will enable him to be
more punctual in his future payments, we ontertain a
well-grounded expectation that every cause of complaint
upon this head will speedily terminate.”

The affairs of Oude being thus settled in a manner
which bids fair to be permanent; and it appearing by
your political despatch of the 17th April, 1798, that the
most perfect tranquillity continues to prevailin the Viziv's
dominions ; and as the resolutions of the late Governor-
General, of the 9th and 30th October, 1797, for the aug-
mentation of the army, were declared to be connected with
the proposed arrangements for thabt couniry, we direct

1709

v
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oHar. 1x. priety of disbanding those new levies, or the necessity

1799,

continuing them.” !

¥i/that you take into your immediate consideration the pro- |

While the home authorities were thus congratulating

themselves upon the state in which the affairs of Oude
were left by the late Governor-General, and pleasing them-
selves with the belief of its permanence, the new Governor-
General was meditating the most important changes, In
the political letter from Bengal, as early as the 3rd of
October, 1798, the authorities at home were informed;
“The Right Honourable the Governor-General has now
under consideration the present state of affairs with Oude,
and particularly the best means of securing the regula¥
payment of the subsidy, and of reforming the Nabob®
army.”? And on the 23rd of December of the same year
the Governor-General wrote, in a private letter to the
Resident ;  The necessity of providing for the defence of the
Carnatic, and for the early revival of onr alliances in the
Peninsula, as well as for the seasonable reduction of the
growing influence of France in India, has not admitte

either of my visiting Oude, or of my turning my undivid:

attention to the reform of the Vizir's affairs, There aré
however, two or three leading considerations in the stat®
of Oude to which I wish fo direct your particular notice s
intending, at an early period, to enter fully into the
arrangement in which they must terminate—Whenever
the death of Almas shall happen, an opportunity will offer
of securing the benefits of Lord Teignmouth’s treaty, by
provisions, which seem necessary for the pu rpose of realiz-
ing the subsidy, under all contingencies. The Company
ought to succeed to the power of Almas, And the
management, if not the sovereignty, of that part of the
Doab, which he now rents, ought to be placed in our
hands, a proportionate reduction heing made from the
gubsidy ; the strength of our north-western frontier would
also be increased. On the other hand, in the event of
Alraa’s death, we shall have to apprehend either the dan-
gerous power of & Buccessor equal to him in talents and
activity, or the weakness of one inferior in both, or the
division of the country among a variety of renters ; in the

) Papers printed by onder of the House of Commens in 1806, 1, 30,
¥ Papers, wtsupra, v. 3.



W;B;/ MEDITATED CHANGES.
8o ve should risk internal commeotion; in the two BOOK VI,

L.

httai-, the frontier of Oude would be considerably weak- cmap, 1x.

ened against the attacks either of the Abdallee or of any
other invader. The only remedy for these ovils will be
the possession of the Doab fised in the hand of our
government. The state of the Vizir's troops is another
most pressing evil, To you I need not enlarge on their
Inefiiciency and insubordination, My intention is to per-
Suade his Excellency, at a proper season, to disband the
Whole of his own army, with the exception of such part
of it as may be necessary for the purposes of state, or of
collection of revenue. In the place of the armed rabble
which now alarms the Vizir, and invites his enemies, I
propose to substitute an increased number of the Com-

pany’s regiments of infantry and cavalry, to be relieved

from time to time, and to be paid by his Excelleney. I
have already increased our establishment to the extent
of seventeen regiments of infaniry, with the view of
transferring three regiments to the service of his Ex-
cellency.—With respect to the Vizir's civil establishments,
and to his abusive systems for the extortion of revenue,
and for the violation of every principle of justice, little
can be done before I can be enabled to visit Lucknow.™!
The hostility of the Governor-General to his fellow-
subjects pursuing, independently of the Company, their
octeupations in any part of India, is expressed, without a
word to indicate reasons, in the same letter, thus ; “The
number of Europeans, particularly of British subjects
established in Oude, is o mischief which requires no com-
ment. My resolution is fixed, to dislodge every European,
excepting the Company’s servants, My wish is, to oc-
casion as littls private distress as possible, but the public
service must take its course ; and it is not to be expected
that some cases of hardship will not he found in the ex-
tent of so great a measure” These last words indicate
extensive numbers. Why did not the Governor-General,
before he dared to strike at the fortunes of great num-
bers of his countrymen, declare and prove the evils which
they produced? For what reason is it, let them declare
who know what is understood, under such a government
85 ours, by the msponxibility of the ruling few, that he
U Papars, ut supra, i 2. 8=, Despatches, i 386.—W,

1799.
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never yet been effectually called upon to accoun
such a conduct ? The good which they were calcula

to produce is obvious to all. The question still remains
unanswered ; What were the evils 1!

The threat of Zemaun Shah, King of the Abdallees, OF
Afghans, becamea conyenient source of pretexts for urging
upon the Vizir the projected innovations. This prince had
succeeded his father Timur Shah, the son of the celehrated
Ahmed Shah, the founder of the dynasty, in the year 1792-
His dominions extended from the mouths of the Indus to
the parallel of Kashmere ; and from the boundaries of the
Seikhs, at some distance eastward of the great river Attocks
to the vicinity of the Persian Tershish ; including the ter
ritories of Kabul, Kandahar, Peishere, Ghizni, Gaur, Sigi$
tan, Korassan, and Kashmere. In the year 1796, this
prince advanced to Lahore ; and though his force was 2%
understood to exceed 33,000 men, almost wholly cavalrfs
he struck terror into the Mahrattas ; and excited alarm
the English government itself. The object of the Shah, 89
announced by rumour,® was, to re-establish the House of
Timur, to which he was nearly related, and restore the tri®

I'With a few exceptions. the Europeans who found their way to the nati'f
id in the terrd

courts, whilst the system of from T pany’s

tories without permission .;n-emlletlilwerc mere adventurers, without cnpiral af
] ., ad fom or pr ple, who were r Ted to the princes of I

by a supposed fitness for military d, or an bmagined § i with the

authorities in England, which might be a check tpon those in Indin, THE
evils resulting from the access of such persons in any numbers were symciently
obyvicus, and lad been ubundantly experienced at Madras, Hyderabad, snd
Onde, and fully warranted the determination of the Governor-Genoral to 1%
au:p%sihlc means for their prereintlnn.——i?‘.

e announcement was much more than romonr. Letters from mann
Shah himsell to the British Government, at successive poriods, to SI;‘: John
Shore and to Mr. Lumsden. Wellesley Despatches, i, 670; Lord Morningtons
algo, writea to Mr. Dundas, * I have lately received a letter from Zemaun
Shah, containing s declaration of his intention to invade Hindustan. and & pé=
remptory demand of the assistance of the Nabob Vizir and of mine, for the
?urpnse of delivering Shah Alem from the hands of the Mahrattas, of resto
im to the throne of Delhl, and of expelling the Mahrattus from their acqnisi=
tions on the south-western frontier of Indis. 'That the Shal entértajns such &
design is unquestionable, aud whatever may be the result, it is prudent to
on our guard,” Despatehes |, 89. Thers is no doubt that Shah Zemaud
serionsly purposed the invasion of Hindustan, and that he repeatedly made
demonstration of carrying his pu into effect. See Elphinstone’s Cubuh
Appendix, 565, Had he been a prince of vigour and talent, or had his an=
thiwity been firmly established in his own dominfons, the praject might have
been Tealized with little difficolty, ‘The march of an effective Afghan forc®
to Delhi would have produced a erisis in Hindustan, of which, although th
result might have sccelerated the extension of our power, yet the interval
Wnnld have been a atate of great anxivty, exertion, sad expense. It was sound
Ralley of the govemment, therefore, not only to prepare against, bot, if pos”
sible, to prevent such au cccurrence, —W,
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-1 the empire of the Great Mogul. The Seikhs, it ap- BOOK VI,
Peared, gaye no obstruction to his march : the Mahrattas, cHAP. 1x.
fl‘_Om their internal distractions, were ill prepared to resist
hm_;; and, though they assembled a considerable army,
which might haye enabled thew to dispute the possession
of Delhi, or molest him in his retreat, it was still possible
for him, in the opinion of the person then at the head of
the English government, to advance to Delhi, even with so
considerable an army as that which he led to Lahore;
in which case, he would have formidably threatened the
British inte . The Rohillas, it was imagined, would
Join him ; induced, not only by the affinities of descent
and religion, and the cruelties which they had sustained at
the hands of the English and Vizir; but, the Governor-
General added, by the love of war and plunder; yeb the
truth is, that they devoted themselves to agriculture,
whenever oppression would permit them, with an ardour
and success of which India had no example; and their
love of war and plunder meant only a greater degree of
courage and vigour than distinguished the other races of
the country! The approach of the Shah, it was therefore
apprehiended, would spread the greatest disorders in the
dominions of the Vizir, “The troops under Almas” who
governed as renter, and defended that half of the dominions
of the Vizir which was most exposed to the incursions
both of the Mahrattas and Afghans, “were,” says the Go-
Yernor-General, “respectable. The other troops of the
_V”-D‘, with little exception, would rather have proved an
ienmbrance, than an assistance to the British forces ;
aud nothing but the most urgent remonstrances would
bave ensured the exertions or supplies of the Vizir, His
dominions would have been overrun with marauders; a
total teraporary stoppage of the collections would have
ensued ; and these disorders, if not speedily quelled, would
have ended in general insurrection”” On the measures to
be adopted, Sir John Shore found it difficult to decide,
The Mahrattas, excited by their fears, made proposals to
! Phe mistake is hers repeated of confounding the two races who inhinbiteq
0o provinee of Rolitennd, the Hindn indigenoos pepulution and the Afghan
Satblera, to whom the term Rohilla should properly be confined, 'The
were. 1o doubt, an industrious sod agricultural people ; the latter were morg

S peclally soliliars — goldiors of fortune, who, npon the occurrence of War and

the prospect of 5 rtainly have recruited the armi =
b Shm_"w,[’ under, would as certaiil) nes of Ze
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OF-YI the English for a union of forces against the Afghan. Bub

cHap. 1x. the reduction of the power of the Mahrattas, Sir Jobn

1799,

would have welcomed as one of the most desirable events.
On the other hand, Zemaun Shah, if crowned with sacoessy
would be still a greater object of dread. Again ; if the
Mahrattas, by their own exertions, prevailed over the Shahy
they would gaina formidable increase of power. Or, if the
French leader, who, in the name of Sindiah, now governed
g0 greab a portion of the provinces, at which the Afghans
were supposed to aim, shouid, in the midst of commotion,
raise himself to the sovereignty of the territories in dis-
pute, this, to the mind of the Governor-General, appeared
the most alarming consequence ofall. Before the English
government thought itself called upon for any great exer-
tions, a rebelljous brother of the Shah excited disturbance
in his dominions ; and recalled him early in 1797, from
Iahore. The troops at the cantonments of Cawnpore Bﬂd
Futty Ghur had, in the meantime, been ordered into camp 3
and two additional regiments of infantry had been rai
The Governor-General, indeed, imagined, that the march
of the Shah to Lahore, with so limited a force, was rather
an experiment than the commencement of an expedition §
but the question was worthy of his attention whether i
would have boen easy for the King of the Afghans to com®
with a greater force, It was, too. after all, the opinion
the English ruler, that, though molives were not wanting
to prompt the Shah to the invasion of Hindustan, it wasy
nevertheless, an event very little probable; and such 88
there would be little pradence in taking any costly pre-
cantions to defeat
In 1798, a belief, bub solely derived from rumour? of
vast, preparations making by the Afghan, for the invasion
of India, was excited anew. The apprehensions, however;
of the British government were allayed, by intelligence
received toward the end of September, that the disturb=
ances within the dominions of the Shah had compelled
him to leave his eapitsl and msrch to Kandahar. Bub
this was speedily followed by reports, that the 10th of
| Minute of the Govornor-General, 4th of July, 1797. Sec alsg Malcoln's
tehi, 3, 210.

3 This is'n mistake, as shovwn in a preceding note : the information was posk
lu‘i'e&a See also Minutes of the Governor-Genesal, of August, 1798, Despatchesy
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fixed for commencing his march from Kabul BOOK 'VI
industan ; and though the authenticity of these cmar.ix.
TEports was held very doubtful, the English government

cemed it “their duty,” according to their own expres-
VoS, “to take every precaution ageinst the possi-
bility of an event, which, combined with the designs of
T’PPC‘O and the French, might becorne of the most sarious
mmportance”  Endeavours were used to prevail upon
Doulut Rao Sindiah to return from the south, and put his
dominions in the best posture of defence ; and great hopes
Were expressed, that he would follow this advice. “The
Governor-Gieneral also directed the Resident at the court
of Sindiah,” T use again the language of the Governor-
General in couneil, “ to enter into defensive engagements
with that chieftain, upon his return to Hindustan, under
such limitations and conditions, as might securs the effec-
tual co-operation of the Mahratta army, with the least
possible diversion of the British force from the esclusive
protection of the frontier of Oude. His Lordship further
directed the Resident with Sindish to endeavour to pro-
vide the earliest resistance to the progress of the Shah, at
the greatest practicable distance from the frontier of Oude,
by encouraging the ohiefs of the Rajpoots and Seikhs to
opposa the first approach of the invading army.”!  In the
month of October, the Commander-in-Chief was directed
to prepare for such a disposition of the troops iu the
upper provinces, and such military operations in general,
2s would most effectually seeure that part of the British
frontier against an attack from the Afghans. The pro-
Dosition of the Commander-in-Chief was approved, for
adding to the urmy two regiments of native infantry, for
the movement of five companies of native invalids to Chu-
nar, and of five other companies to Allahabad; and for
assembling a force to cover the city of Benares. The
Resident at Lucknow was desived “to urge to the Vizir”
these are the words of the official despately, “ the necessity
of collecting as large a body of artillery, infantry, and
cavalry, as possible, to be placed, if necessary, under the
directions of an Buropean officer, and to ba e“f].ﬂ”}"’d n
the 1aanner suggested by the Commander-in-Chief ;™ also,
o take immediate measuves for sending such a supply of

1 Papers, ot supra, il 36
K
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i grain to Allahabad as the commanding officer in the field
< might prescribe, und for obtaining the orders and assist-
——— ance of the Vizir in despatching, whenever it should be
requisite, all the boats not required for the service of the |
arnly. '
Notwithstanding the hopes, however, which had beeB
fondly entertained of a defensive alliance with Sindiah,
the authorities in India write to the authorities in Eng-
land in the following terms: “From the letter to the
Resident with Dowlut Rao Sindiah, dated the 26th of 0¢- |
tober, you will observe, that Sindiah’s continuance at Poo-
nah, the dissensions and disaffection which prevail among
his commanders, and the unsettled and precarious state o
his authority in Hindustan, have prevented our taking 81¥
further steps for carrrying the intended armngementamw :
effect.” It was in the beginning of October that the
authorities in India delivered it to the authorities 1B
England, as their opinion, that the greatest advantage®
would arise from a connexion with Sindiali. Before the ent |
of the same month, they find the circumstauces of Sindis2 -
to be such, that no further steps for carrying the intem%e‘}
arrangements into effect are accounted advisable.! Agaili ‘
the inability of Sindiah, from the disaffection of his com* |
manders, and the tottering state of his authority, were 10V
made the foundation on which measures of policy were
built. Afteran interval of not many months, the necessity
was urged of draining the whole resources of the British
state, to make war upon him. The fact appears to be
that Sindiah knew the improbability of being invaded bY
the Shah ; and though such invasion would bring on hin
greater evils than it would bring on the government of
any other state, he chose to remain at Poonah, for the
promotion of those ohjects of which he was there in eage?
pursuit.

“Under these circumstances” say the authorities if
India, “we have judged it expedient to determine, ihat iB
the event of Zemaun Shah's approach to the frontier
our ally the Vizr, our military operations shall be con
fined to a system of defence ; and we have resolved thab
onr arms shall, in no case, pass the Iimits of his Excel-
leney’s dominions, unless such a forward movement shall
! Papers, ut supra, p. 36, 37,
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2 dee by the commanding officer necessary for the BOOK VI.
Protection of the frontier, either of Oude, or of our own CHAP.IX.
dominiong, 1

Aftor producing all this preparation and expense, the
Wwho, it seems, had again advanced as far as Lahore,
| begm:; his retreat on the 4th of January: and Shah Aulum

! Was informed by a letter from the Afghan Vizir, that no

- 1ntention remained of prosecuting the expedition intor
Hindustan that year, but fhe helpless Mogul might look
forward to a more prosperous issue, at some future period.
The cause of the retreat was reported, and believed, to be,
the alarming progress making by the brother of the Shah
at the head of a military force in the neighbourhood of
Herat.*

In the month of September, Mr. Duncan, the Governor
of Bombay, had made the following communication to the
| Governor-General. A personage, of the name of Mehidi

. Ali Khan, had intimated, that, as he was about to make a

' journey into Persia, it might be in his power, and if
properly authorized, he had confident hopes that it would
be in his power, to excite the Persian rulers, by threatening
or attacking the western part of Afghanistan, to divert the
Shakh from his projected invasion of Hindustan. The fact
was, that Baba Khan? then King of Persia, had espoused
the cause of Mahmood, the brother of Zemaun, ss the
elder son, and hence the rightful heir of the late monarch:
end had already threatened, if not attacked, the province
of Khorassan. Mehidi Ali Khan was intrusted with a
migsion, the objects of which, as they fell in with the ex-
1sting politics of the Persian government, wers successfully
attained, This; however, was not enough to satisfy a

1709,

\ Papars, ut supra, il 37, .

2 Papers, ut supra, p. 38.--M.  Shah Mohammed, the vrother of Zemaun
Shah, by & different mether, who was governor of Horat st the time of #ia
fathor's death, was loft in possession of his government upon his acknowiedg-
ing Zemaun Shah as his reign.  He subseq 1y engeged in rej in-
srrections against the king in 1704, 1797, aml 1790, und these atlompls,
althongh unsuccessfnl, had the effect of pending Shah % s des|
upon Indla, and reealiing him from the advance he had wnade towards their
fullment. Tle last rebellion of Mohammed, in 1800, plnm‘.l hiimn, I"rr o seq-
a“r on the thyune of Kabnl, Elphinstone's Append. 575.  Conslly's Travels,

W

% Baba K| fha name of the prince, who upon his accession to the
throns of P&?:mm 1.79?, took the title of Futteh Al Shah, h?' which destg-
:{“Eh he is better known. Mohammed was not the rightful heis to the throne

bl
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¥1/mind, which longed to do every thing in magnificent style;
. and the (fovernor-General prepared a splendid embassy to

the court of Baba Khan. Captain Malcolm, who had lately

been assistant to the resident at Hyderabad, was chosen, |

for his kncwledge of the language, and other accomplish-
ments, to conduct the negociation. “The embassy,” to
use the words of the negotiator, ¢ was in a style of splen-
dour corresponding to the character of the monarch, and
the manners of the nation, to whom it was sent; and te
the wealth and power of that state from whom it pro-
ceeded” a language this, which may be commonly intes-
preted, lavishly, or, which is the same thing, criminally,
expensive. The negotiator continues: “It was completely
successful ingall its objects. The King of Persia was not
only induced by the British envey to remew his attack
upon Khorassan, which had the effect of withdrawing

Zemaun Shah from his designs upon Indis; but enterad |

e

P

!

into treaties of political and commereial alliance with the |

British government.”! The embassy proceeded from

Bombay on the 29th of December, 1709 ; and the terms |

of the treaties were fixed before the end of the succeeding

year, It was stipulated, That the King of Persia should
lay waste, with a great army, the country of the Afghans,

if ever they should proceed to the invasion of India, and

conclude no peace withont engagerents binding them t0
abstain from all aggressions upon the English: That

should any army, belonging to the French, attempt o
form a settlement on any of the islands or shores of
Persia, a force should be employed by the two contracting
states to co-operate for their extirpation; and that if even
any individuals of the French nation should request per-

mission to reside in Persia, it shfild not be granted. In

the firmaun, annexed to this treaty, and addressed to the
governors and officers in the Persian provinces, it wad
said: “Should ever any person of the French nation
attempt to pass your ports or boundaries; or desive to
estiblish themselves, either on the shores or frontiers,
you are to take means to expel and extirpate them, sad
never to allow them to obtain a footing in any place ; a

you ave at full liberty, and authorized, to disgrace and slay
thew” Though the atrocicus part of this order was, no

I Maloolm's Steleh, p. 317,
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doubt, the pure offspring of Persian ferocity ; yet a Briton BOOK VI.
may justly feel shame, that the ruling men of his nation, cmar.ix.
s few@ears ago, (such was the moral corruption of the
time !} could contemplate with pleasure so barbarous and.
inhuman a mandate, or endure to have thought them-
selves, except in & case of the very last necessify, its
procuring cause. On their part, the English were
© bound, whenever the King of the Afghans, or any person
of the French nation, should make war upon the King
- of Persia, “to send as many cannon and warlike stores as
possible, with necessary apparatus, attendants, and in-
gpectors, and deliver them at one of the ports of Persia’'!
The evil of this condition was, that binding, not merely
for o single emergency, it tended to involve the English
in all the quarrels between the King of Persia and a
neighbouring people, with whom it was very unlikely that
he would almost ever be at peace: and thus extended
wore widely than ever those fighting connexions, which
*tho legislature had nob only prohibited, bub stigmatized,
s contrary at once to the interests and the honour of the
nustion. The commereial treaty was of slight importance,
and aimed at little more than some security from the ill-
urage to which in barbarous countries merchants are ex-
posed, and some improvements in the mode of recovering
the debts, and securing the property of the English
traders.  On the attainment of these points, the envoy
himself, as natural, sets the highest value. “ These
treaties,” he tells us, * while they completely excluded the
French from Persia, gave the English every bencfit which
they could derive from this connexion.” He adds, “Nor
can there be a doubt, that if thia alliance had been cul-
tivated with the sume active spirit of foresight and pene-
trution with which it wes eommmenced, it would have
' eeured the influence of the British government in that
Guarter from many of those abtacks to which i has sub-
suuently been exposed” It would have been good, if
the envoy had shown, in what advantage the British
gevernment could find a compensation, for the expense of
upholdiug such a conmexion ab the court of Persia.

1799.

7 | oo Gatlestion of Treaties, &c. between the East India Company and the
Adintie Powers ; also the Appendix to Maleolm's Sketch,
& Malcoim's Sketch, p. 318,
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Vi~ 'The result, in regard to the Afghans, is necessary to be
ciar.1x. known, The year 1800 was spent, partly in war, partly
in negotiation, between the King of Persia and Zemaun
1799.  Shah, In the year 1801, Mahmood, the rebellious prince,

collected such a force, as cnabled him not only to defeab
his brother, but to render him a captive.!

To grant a residence to Vizir Ali, the deposed Nabob or
Nawaub of Oude, at a place so near his former dominions
as Benares, was not regarded as a measure of prudence,
and he had been made acquainted with the resolution of
removing him to Caleutta. He viewed the change with
the utmost aversion ; but all his remonstrances against it
had proved in vain ; and the time was now approaching, the
preparations were even made, for carrying it into execu-
tion.

On the morning of the 14th of January, 1799, he paid
a visit, by appointment, accompanied by his usual suite
of attendants, to Mr. Cherry, the British Resident, at his
house, distant about three miles from Benares. After the
usual compliments, he began to speak of the hardship of
his coercive removal ; and proceeded first to warmth, ab
last to intemperance of language. Mr. Cherry, whose
attentions were understood to have gained his per-
sonal favour, is said to have gently attempted to repress
his indiscretion, and to remind him that he, at least, was
not the proper object of his resentment ; when the im-
petuous youth, with sudden or premeditated frenzy,
started from his seat, and made a blow at him with hi#
sword. Thig, by the law of Eastern manners, was a signal
to his attendants, with or without concert ; and in an in-
stant their swords were unsheathed. Mr. Cherry endea-
voured to escape through a window, but ¢éne of the
attendants, reaching him with his poignard, struck him |
lifeless on the floor, Two other gentlemen in the room
being murdered, the assassins hurried to the housés of
other Englishmen ; but, saerificing only two other lives in
their progress, they were so vigorously resisted by a gen-
tleman, who possessed himself of a narrow staircase, and
defended himself against their ascent, that time was givenr
for the arrival of & party of horse, upon which they
immediately betock themselves to flight, So litile pre-

L Papers, ub supra, p. 92, 23,
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' gﬂ}% Vizir Ali made for this explosion, that he BOOK VI
was obliged to leave behind him whatever property he ciae. ix.
. possessed ; the furniture of his zenana, his elephants, and
even a part of his horses. He retired to the woody 179%
. country of Bhotwal, where he was joined by several dis-
' affected Zemindars.
' The news of this outrage excited considerable emotion
- ab Lucknow, where it was regarded as the eruption of a con-
spiracy for the overthrow of the government ; a conspiracy
" in which it was unknown to what extent the subjects of
 Saadut Ali might themselves be concerned. That ruler,
in whose character timidity predominated, and who knew
that he was hated, suspected every hody, even his troops,
and prayed that the English battalion might be sent from
Cawnpore for the protection of his person. When called
upon to join with his forces the British army, for the
chastisement of the offender, he found an excuse, which
his avarice, his timidity, his desire of ease, and hatred of
exertion, all combined in leading him eagerly to adopt.
He stated his suspicions of his troops, and represented
them as too void, both of discipline and of fidelity, for
any advantage to be expected from their aid. He after-
wards paid dear for his ingenuousness, when this repre-
sentation was brought forward as a reason for thrusting
upon him measures which his soul abliorred.
Notwithstanding the representations of the former
Governor-General, Sic John Shore, that the people of
Oude universally regarded Vizir Ali as destitute of all
title to the crown, the grand alleged fact, upon which he
grounded the iraportant decision of deposing a sovereign,
and naming his successor; the Marquis Wellesley, in s
letter to the Resident, dated the 22nd of January, 1801,
expressly says, “Active and general support has been
afforded, by the subjects of his Excallue‘lc_y, to _t];:a impostor
who lately assumed the name of Viair Al Tt also
appears that of the troops of tl_:ua Vigir, \\'hwh‘were Te-
quired to a,ssist:i iudwduomg the disturber, a part in veality
joi is standard.
o o himself in & short time at the head of an

1 Papers, ut opra, ili, 146.—M. This does not prove that Visir Ali was
p:::r when Sir J. Shore wrote: the conteary was ud doubt the cass. It only
proves what was nniformly admitted, the unpopularity of Sadut All, in cog-

soquence of his parshuony and finuncial exnctions, —W,

>
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BOOK VL army of several thousand men ; descended with them into
cnarnix. the plains of Gorukpoor, the eustern district of Oudej

1799.

and threw the whole kingdom into trepidation and alarm.
A British force was assembled to oppose him. Some
partial rencounters, in which they suffered pretty severely,
and the narrow limits for subsistence or plunder to which
they were reduced, soon disheartened his followers ; when
they abandoned him in great numbers ; and he himself
took refuge with a Rajpoot Rajah. He remsined with him
till the month of December following; when the Raj-
poot made his terms with the British government, and
treacherously delivered up Vizir Ali, who was carried to
Fort William, and there confined.

In the month of January, 1799, the Governor-General
addressed lefters to the Vizir, and to the Resident at
Lucknow, of which the object was to urge, what he was
pleased to denominate a reform of the military establishy
ment of the Vizir, The London authorities themselves,
in the letter which they afterwards wrote on, the 1ath of
May, 1799, expressing their great satisfaction with the
arrangements in Oude which had been formed by Sir John
Shore, and with the disposition shown by the Vizir, both
to make the large pecuniary payments which were re-
quired ab his hands, and to introduce the reforms into his
financial system which would alone enable to meeb those
demands, alluded fo his military expenditure in the fol-
lowing terms:  The large, uselgss, and expeusive military
establishment, within the Oude dominions, appears to us
to be one of the prineipal objects of economical reform, and
we have much satisfaction in finding that the subject has
already come nnder your consideration,”! In his letter
to the Resident, the Governor-General says, “My ohject
is, that the Vizir should disband, as speedily as possible,
the whole of his military force!” The next part of the
plan was to replace that force by an army exclusively
British. This was what the Governor-General, with other
Englishmen, called a reform of the military establishments
of the Vizir: the total annihilation of his military power,
and the resignation of himself and his countyy to the
army of another state, The Vizir was indeed to retain as
many, as might be necessary, of that kind of troops which

¥ Papors; wbanpr, 4, 8,
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| oyed in collecting the taxes; and as many as BOOK VI.
. might be necessary for the purposes of state: an esta- ciae. 1x.

blishment of the sort which his own aumils, or tax-
gatherers, enjoyed. y: i 1799,

The Resident was instructed to avail himself of the
alarm into which the timidity of the Vizir had been
thrown by the rumours of the expedition of the King of
the Afghans, to urge upon him the necessity of a ready
concurrence with the Governor-General's views. “You
will,” says the letter, “romind his Excellency, that his
military establishment was represonted, by himself, to be
not only inadequate to contribute any assistance towards
the defence of his dominious ; but that, at the moment
when the services of the British army were most urgently
demandod on his froniier, he required the presence of a
part of that force in his capital, for the express purpose of
protecting his person and authority against the excesses
of his own disaffected and disorderly troops. The in-
ference to be drawn from these even's is obviously, that
the defence of his Excellency's dominions against foreign
attack, as well ag their internal tranquillity can only be
secured, by a reduction of his.own useless, if not dangerous
troops, and by a proportionate augmentation of the British
force in his pay. I am convineed this measure might be
effected with a degree of advantage to his Excellency’s
finances, little inferior to that which it promises to his
military establishments ; and that his Excellency might
obtain from the Company a force of real efficiency at an
expense far below that which he now ineurs in maintaining
his own army in its present defective condition.”

“The Vizir,” says the Governor-General, “might obtain
8 foreo : ” when the force was to be the Company's, and
the Vizir to have no force, In the very same letter, I
is not my inlention,” says the Governor-Genersl, “that
the British force to be furnished to his Excellency should
becomy a part of his own army. The British force to be
substituted in place of thab part of his Excelleney’s army
which shall be reduced, will be in every respect the same
a8 the remainder of the Company’s troops, and will be
relioved from time to time according to the erders of the
Governor-General in council.”

The negotintions respecting this affair appeared to the
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BOOK VI Governor-General so important, that he was unwilling to
cuar. 1x. intrust them to the qualifications of the Resident, Mr.

1799,

Lumsden. Colonel Scott had sttracted his confidence and
esteem ; and he resolved that to him the trust should be
consigned. . “As T am aware,” said he, in the same letter,
to the Resident, “that you will require the assistance of
some able military officer in the execution of the arrange-
ment proposed, I have requested Sir A. Clark to dispense
with the services of Lieutenant-Colonel Scott, the Adju-
tant-General, who will be directed to proceed to Lucknow
immediately, and to remain there for as long a period as
may be necessary to the accomplishment of the objects
which T have in view.”? In consequence of this intima-
tion, Mr, Liumsden resigned ; and Colonel Scott was ap-
pointed to the office of Resident. ’

Colonel Scott proceeded to Lucknow in the month of
June, bearing a letter from the Commander-in-Chief, exe-
cuting at that time, in the absence of the Governor-
General, the office of Vice-President of the Supreme
Council. The Nawaub was desirous to pestpone, rather
than accelerate, all discussion upon a project, of which,
although he was not yet acquainted with its particulars,
the result, he wus sufficiently aware, would be n large re-
duetion of his power : and Colonel Scott appears to have
been willing to employ some time in making himself ac-
quainted with the situation of affairs, before he strongly
pressed npon the Vizir the annihilation, called the reform,
of his military establishment. To the usual causes of
disorder and misrule, was at this time added another, in
the suspension of the powers of the ministers, or princi-
pal organs of government, whom, having been appointed
under English anthority, the Vizir dared not remove, but
from whom he withheld his confidence, and the manage-
ment of his affairs, A cirenmstance, too, which peculiarly
attracted the attention of the Resident, was the hatred
and contempt in which the Nabob himself was held by
his subjects. “The information,” says he, * which your
Liordship has received, of the unpopularity of his Excel-
lency, is probably far shori of the real state; as, confined
to the court, the only persons who attend the Durbar, ex-
cepting the Nawaub's own sons, and cocasionally Almas

! See the Lutter, with that to Sir A. Clarke, In papers; ut supra, Hi4—8.
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Ali Khan, are a few pensioners, of whom his Excellency, BOOK VI.
from their known character, entertains no suspicion of ecmar.1x,

engaging in politics ; and it has not been without some
difficulty that T have prevailed on native gentlemen of
respectable connexions to show themselves at the Durbar.
—The present state of things, so degrading to the charac-
ter of the Nawaub, so prejudicial to his own real interests,
and to the welfare of his country; and, I may add—so
discreditable to the English name, obviously calls for a
radical reform. Major Scott’s ideas of “a radical reform,”
however, were all summed up in these words, “ An open,
efficient, and respectable administration’” Even this,
however, he despaired of being able to establish without
the immediate interference of the head of the English
government. “The evident design of the Nawaub,” he
declared, “is to temporize and delay, that he may enjoy as
long as possible the fruits of the present system of secret
agency and intrigue.!

On the 8th of September, the Resident writes to the
Governor-General, that, as soon after his arrival as prac-
ticable, lie had presented to the Nawaub Vizir the letter
from the Vice-President, on the subject of the military
reform ; that he had delivered to him a brief outline of
the intended plan, and requested to receive his answer as
soon as it had received a due degree of his consideration ;
that after more than twenty days had elapsed, he had re-
quested a communication from the Vizir, who named the
third day succeeding the date of the letter he was then
writing, to converse with him on the gubject.

According to the usual style of oriental politeness,
which permits no direct contradiction or negative to be
applied to any proposition from an exalted man, the
Nawab began by saying, “That the measure proposed was
not impracticable, but such as he hoped might be aceom-
plished :» he then observed, that he himself had, however,
a proposition to offer; which he would either communicate
10 the Governor-General, when he should honour Lucknow
with his presence, or to the Resident, if he should be in-
trusted with the execution of the scheme. He was pressed
6 disclose the nature of his proposition; but in vain, He

! Latter to the Governor-Gemeral, dated ¥th September, 15995 papors, ab
Sapra, p. 10,
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cmar. 1x, a memorandum on the subjeet, to be transmitted to the
Governor-General ; but this, when it was given, indicated
no more, than that “the proposition concerned himself
personally, that it connected with his own ease the pros-
perify of his government, and in its operation could be
prejudicial to no person.” The removal of the minister
was the object ab which, by the Resident, he was supposed
to aim.

On the 20th of the same month, the Resident held it
necessary to explain still further the discoveries which he
was enabled to make of the disposition and views of the
Vizir. “Affer attentively studying the character of his
excellency, and acquainting myself, as far as circumstances
will allow, with the general tenor of his proceedings, I am
led to conclude that whilst he is determined to fulfil, with
minute regularity, the peeculiar engagements with the
Company, his views are directed to the enjoyment of &
full authority over his household affairs, hereditary domi-
nions, and subjeets, according to the most strict interpro-
" tation of the clause of the seventeenth article of the treaty

executed at Lucknow.—I have no conception that he

aspires, either now or in prospect, fo political independence.
' What he aims at is independent management of the inte-
' rior concerns of his dominions; to the exclusion of all

interference and inspection on the part of the English go-
‘ vernment, and fo the gradual diminution of its influence
] over the internal administration of his country.” It was
d only on one account, the cruel and destructive mode in
N which the country was goverued, that the Resident thought
w the interference of the English government was to be
P desired, “siuce the exercise of it says he,' *dgees nob
b < seem to have been intended by the late treaty, and is un=
J equivocally disavowed by several declarations to his pre-
decessor.” He had not thought it fitting, except in the
way of allusion, to agitate sgain the subject of the military
reforms.?

Nobwithstanding the right which clearly belonged to
the Nawab, of exerdising without control the interior go=
vernment of his country, ihe Governor-General, by a letter
dated 26th of September, suys, “The present condition of

1 Papers, ut suprs, p. 4. 2 1bid. p. 15, 16,
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¢ ment appears to preclude you from the informa- BOOK VI,
tlon necessary to your first steps in the proposed reforms? ciap. 1x.
This refers to the complaints of the Resident, that the
Vizir carried on his administration by secret agents, not 1799
by the ostensible ministers ; whence it happeéned that the
Resident found no person qualified to give him the infor-

mation which he required, “T ghall hope,” continued the
‘Governor-General, “that my applications to the Vizir

would remove every difficulty of this nature.—But, if T

should be disappointed in this expectation, it will then
become necessary for you, in my name, to insist, that the

Vizir shall place his government in such a state, as shall

afford you the requisite means of information, as well as

of carrying the intended regulations into compléte and
speedy effect”” He adds, “The great and immediate ob-

ject of my solicitude is, to accomplish the reform of his
Excellency’s military establishment:—and accordingly,

this point must be pressed upon him, with unremitted
earnestness, His acquiescence in the measure must, how-

ever, be totally unqualified by any conditions not neces-

sarily connected with it.” *

The Vizir procrastinating both the disclosure of his
secret, and compliance with the proposition for the anni-
hilation-reform of his military establishment, the Governor-
General addressed him by letter on the 5th of November2
¢The general considerations which render it extremely
necessary and desirable that the arrangement respecting
Your military establishment should be carried into execu-
tion without delay, have already been fully explained to
your Excellency, and you have concurred with me in my
Yiew of the subject. One argument in favour of a speedy
détermination on this subject possibly may not have oc-
turred to your mind, sud I therefore take this eccasion
explicitly to state it to your Excellency.” This argument
Was; that the Company were bound by treaties to defend
the dominions of his Excellency against all enemies ; that

18 dominions were threstened by Zemaun Shah, and pep-

Ps by others ; that “it raight not bo in the power of the
British government, on a sudden emergency, to.r‘elufurae
the troops in his Excellency’s country with sufficient ex-
Pedition ; my fina opinion,” continues the Governor-

! Papers, ut suprs, p. 16, 17 # Despat hes, i, 132,
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oWk General, *therefore is, that the Company can in no other |
crar. ix. manner fulfil effectually their engagement to defend your -
Excellency’s dominions, against all enemies, than by main-
1799, taining constantly in those dominions such a force as |
ahall ab all times be adequate to your effectual protection,
independently of any reinforcements which the exigency
might otherwise reqnire.’! This was, in other words, an
explicit declaration, that the military force for the protec-
tion of Oude ought to be, at all times, even in the bosom
of the most profound peace, at the utmost extent of a war-
establishment ; than which a more monstrous proposition
never issued from human organs! As one of the most
essential prineiples of good government consists in reducing
the peace-gstablishment of the military force to its lowest
possible terms, and one of the most remarkable principles
of bad government consists in upholding it beyond the
limnits of the most severe necessity ; so, few countries can
be placed in o situation which less demanded a greab
peace-establishment, than the kingdom of Oude. On
more than one half of all its frontiers, it was defended by
the British dominions, or inaccessible mountains, On the
other half, it was not supposed in any danger of being
attacked, except, either by the King of the Afghans, who
was separated from it by the extent of several large king-
doms ; or by the Mahrattas, who were too distracted and
weak to be able to defend themselves. A peace-establish-
ment in Oude, ab the perpetual extent of a war-establish-
ment for defence against the Afghans, would be very little
more than matehed by a proposition for a perpetnal war-
establishment in England, for fear of an invasion from the
Turks. :

Coercion was now to be employed ; and the plan of ‘it
was this : without any further regard to the consent of
the sovereign, British troops, to the proposed amount;
were to march into the country: the sums required for
their maintenance were to be immediately demanded:
and the want of ability otherwise to comply with the
demand would compel him, it was supposed, to relieve
himgself from the expense of his ewn army, by putting an
end to its existence.

On what ground of justice was this proceeding built ?

| Papers, ut supra, . M4, 25,
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e (30 &nor{}enarul exhibited an argument: “The BOOK VI.
seventh article of the treaty, concluded with your Excel- cmar, 1x,
lency; by Sir John Shore, provides for the occasional
sugmentation of the Company’s troop in your Excellency's 1799,
dominions, in terms which evidently render the Company’s
government competent to decide at all times on the re-
quisite amount of such augmentation. The same article
binds your Excellenoy to defray the expense of any force
which shall be deemed necessary hy the Company for
your defence.’! The sawe argumentation was, by his
Lordship's military secretary, repeated, more at length, to
the Resident.

The treaty, concluded between the English government
and the Nawaub, by Sir John Shore, clearly established
two points, with regard to the military force to be main-
tained at the expense of the Sovereign of Oude; that there
should be a certain regular, permanent establishment; and
also a power of making oceasional augmentations. Enough;
gdid the Governor-General, and his instruments; let the
oceasional augmentations be made the permanent esta-
blishment. When this point was gettled, all the benefit
Was attained of arbitrary will ; for, as the amount of these
Slgmentations was not specified, it remained with the

overnor-Gieneral, upon the foundation of a treaty which
exactly defined the permanent establishment, to make

 that permanent establishment any thing which he pleased,
| Such is the logic of the strong man towards the weak.

Before this letter, written on the 5th of November,

%ould bo received by the Resident, and delivered to the
!21t, namely, on the 12th of the same month, the measure

Which he had before announced tha contemplation, and

Which he had hitherto preserved a mysterious secrot, was

sel, He had already, on several occasions, given

Vent to expressions of impatience, in regard to the difii-

Culties of his government, and the inability under which
® found himself placed of commanding the respect or

Obedience of his subjects. These expressions had bef:u 80

1 Pointed as sornetimes to raise in the mind of the Resident

. a Gﬂnjactl.u‘e, that he was meditating a plan of mt_reat.

| 79m the hurdens of govermment. Bub af the same time,
"egWations of state were projected, buildings were planned,

1 Papers, ut supra, p. 25

|
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went on, 50 much in unison with views of permanency, thab
the Resident would not encourage the conjecture which
sometimes presented itself to his mind. Having &p°
pointed the morning of the 12th, to meet with him on
business of importance, the Vizir, says the Resident,
“began by observing that he had frequently declared t0
me the impossibility of his conducting the affairs of his
country, under existing circumstances ; that probably I
had not comprehended the full drift of these expressions,
or conceived they were uttered in a moment of ill-humon?';
that the real meaning of them was an earnest dea_ire.tﬂ
relinquish & government which he could not manage with
gatisfaction to himself, or advantage to his subjects” He
added, in the course of the conversation, “That his min
was not disposed to the cares and fatigues of government ;
that as one of his sons would be raised to the musnud, his
name would remain ; and that he was possessed of money
sufficient for his support, and the gratification of all his
1iis desires in a private station” In a second conversis
tion, on the *morning of the 14th, the Vizir entered into
somie further explanation of the motives which impﬂ]led
him to the design of abdication, which “consisted,” say®
the Resident, “in general accusations against the refrac-
tory and perverse disposition of the people at large ; of
complaints of the want of fidelity and zeal in the men in=
mediately about his person ; of the arrogance of some 0
the aumils, and of the open disobedience of obhers”
“Whatever pleasure,” says the Resident, “this exposur®

. of his intentions afforded to myself, and whatever eventusl

benefits 1 foresaw to the interests of the two states, from
the execution of them, I thought it my duty to exposti-
late with his Excellency, on so extracrdinary resclution;
by suoch arguments as occurred to me on the cccasion.

replied that the remedy to this aggregate of evils was easy,
and within his own power ; that a strong and just admi-
nistration would ensure the obedience of the bulk of his
subjects on the firm principle of attachment to his persoR
and government ; that a conciliatory and encouraging con~
duct on his part would eecure fidelity and enliven zeal
ﬂ_flat tha reform of the military establishment was the spe”
cific measure that wonld curb the arrogance of the aumils;

HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. i! i[ |

. houschold arrangements were formed, and other things
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" conelusion I pledged myself, if his Excellency BOOK VL
would reject the advice of interested favourites, and be cmar. 1x.
| %mded by the impartial and friendly counsel which your ——

ordship would convey to him through me, that the 1799,
| ;f_fmrs of his government could be conducted with ease to
| mself, to the acquisition of a high reputation, and to the

Prosperity and happiness of his subjects”

| 2 & question in regard to the military reform, the Vizir
. Yeplied, that, under his determination of resigning the
overninent, all discussion of that subject was useless. In
Opiion the Resident ancquiesced; and he deemed it
for the present, inexpedient to produce the Governor-
Gen(.:ml's letter of the 5th. With respect to the treasures
and jewels left by the late Nawaub, he desived instruction ;
as from the expressions of the Vizir, and his character for
&varice, he thought it was probably his intention to carry
them along with him to the place of his retreat.!

& pleasure, which the Resident expressed, at the
Prospect of the Nabob's abdication, was faint, compared
With the eagerness of the Governor-General in grasping at
the prey, “Iam directed,” says the military secretary,
under date of the 21st of the same month, “by the Right

Onourable the Governor-Gieneral, to acknowledga the
| Teeeipt of your letters of the 12th and 14th instant.
* His Lordship is prepating detailed instructions to you,
1 for t_he regulation of your conduet under the delicate
#ud important civoumstances stated in those letters, In
{'l}B mean time he has divected me to communicate to you
13 gentiments on such parts of your despatch of the
L26h instant, as appear to his Lordship to require imme-
diate notice.
“The proposition of the Vigir is pregnant with such
enefit, not only to the Company, but to the inhabitunts
of Oude, that his Lordship thinks it canniot be too much
tneouraged ; and that there are no circumstances which
shiail he allowed to impede the accomplishment of tl_m
gtand objoct which it leads to. This object his Lordship
considers o be the acquisition by the Company of the
exelusive authority, civil and military, over the dominions
of Oude,
“His Lordship does not consider the formal abdication

) Papers, uf suprd, p. 27—3L.
L
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the sovereignty by the Vizir to be necessary fo

end. Ou the contrary, he apprehends, that step, by neces
sarily raising a question with regard to the successiol
would involve us in some embarrassment. His Lordship
is rather of opinion, therefore, that the mode of proceeding
on the proposition of the Vizir, must be, by a secret treaty
with his Bxcellency ; which shall stipulate, on his party
that from and after a period, to be appointed by this go-
vernment, the complete authority, civil and military, of the
dominions of Oude shall vest in, and be exercised by and
in the name of, the Company.

“In this treaty his Lordship proposes, that the sous
of the Vizir shall be no further mentioned than may be
necessary forfthe purpose of securing to them a suitable
provision.

“With respect to whab you have stated, relative to the
wealth of the state, if the arrangement in the contempla-
tion of the Governor-Geuneral should be agreed to by 1_-h€‘
Vizir, his Lordship will feel but little difficulty in allowing
his Excellency to appropriate it to his own use, stipulating
ouly on behalf of the Company, that all arrears of subsidg;
or of whateyer description, due to the Company, shall be
previously discharged in full by his Excellency.” !

*In conformity with these ideas, the draught of a treaty
wis speedily prepared, and sent to the Resident, accom-
panied by notes for a memorial explanatory of the grounds
of the several articles, The ardour of the Governor-
General embraced the object. as accomplished, or sure of
1t8 accomplishment. In pursuance of orders, the Com-
mander of the troops in Oude delivered in what was
entitled a “ Memoir of the Precautionary Movements, and
Distribution of the Company’s Troops, for the purpose of
establishing the exclusive Control and Authority of the
Company over the Dominions of Oude.*

In the transmission of intelligence, receipt of instrue-
tions, and other preparatives, time was spent till the 15th
of December; on which day, the plan of the Governor-
General, in relation to the measure of abdication, was
sommunicated for the first time to the Visir, in the
matured form of the draught of a treaty. After remarking
upon the calmness with which the Vizir perused the
! Papera, ut supra, p. 31, 33, 2 Ibid. p. 40—48,
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d his observations upon some inferior points, BOOK VI

“His Excellency,” the Resident, says, “who had not v ix.

thoroughly eomprehended the extent of the first arbicle,
:ﬂked what meaning I annexed to it. Referring him to
hf’ article itself, T replied, that it vested the whole ad-
Ministration of the country in the hands of the English
tomf]lmﬂ__‘f- He then asked, what portion of authority was
) etadin with his successor ; to which I replied that the
fﬁan_ did not provide for a successor. His Excellency
hanltlnuad Liis inquiries, by asking, whether a family which
4 been established for a number of vears, was to aban-
t}?n' the sovereignty of its hereditary dominions] I replied
3 your Lordship’s justice and liberality had made an
an_l(, Provision for the comfort and independence of that
?M“'l.‘f ; and briefly explained the consideration which had
mdueed your Lordship to stipulate that his Excellency
shoulq commit the sole and exclusive administration of
(_Jude to the Company in perpetuity” From this con-
Yersution, the Resident adds, “I can hardly venture to
tllx“w any conelusion : and shall, therefore, only observe,
8 Shough his Bxcellency is perfectly master of conceal-
rng his passions, yet, if he had entertained an immovable
“Plignance to the basis of the treaty, he could scarcely
t:vﬂ disgnised it under smiles, and an unaltered coun-
Ilance_"l
R A‘!‘,m!)ar drawn up ab the request of the Vizir by the
e SSident, and afterwards altered by the Vizir {0 a corre-
Pondence with his own feelings, was transmitted to the
“OVernor-Gleneral, as the suthentic enunciation of his de-
880 of abdication In answer to this, a very long paper,
tod the 16th Decvember, was veceived from the Goversor-
“neral. The purpose of this document was to corro-
Orate the ideas on which, in the mind of the Vizir, the
Plan of ghdication was supposed to be founded; and to
%Onviney him of the impossibility of veconciling his desigmn
With ) appointment of a successor, or any other scheme
thian that of transferring the undivided sovereignty of the

$8Uniry to the English?

1
Py 6B
21y u?::ﬂ;u;x:?::'mﬂmﬁ:n of the resolt of the conversation held with the
m.h“‘ dfawn p in Porsinn, and approved of, with some corrections, Uy the

B
Vizjy 1y
N i, 162.~—W.
¥This iy :I?eﬂ‘ﬁ.mir vlew of the scope of the document in question, tlie
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On the 19th of December, the Resident again wrote :

cuar. 1x. “ After my departure from the Nawaub Vizir, on the 15th

1799,

instant, his Excelleney either really was, or pretended t0
be, s6 much affected by the conversation, that he could
not conceal the perturbation of his mind, which he be-
trayed, by forbidding the customary visits, and by refrain-
ing to transact any of the ordinary business. Although
there is no reason to suspect that he has disclosed the
cause of his uneasiness; yet this conduct so indiscreet;
50 unmanly, necessarily oceasioned much talk and specula-
tion amongst his own dependants, and the inhabitants of
the city. 3
“His Excellency, on the 17th, informed me of his in-
tention to bréakfast with me on the following morning ;
buti at ten o’clock sent a message, that having been in the
sun, his eyes were so much affected by a disorder he 18
liable to, that he could not fulfil his engagement that daj;
but would ecall upon me this morning. He accordingly
came, and when entered into a private apartment, opene
the conversation by observing, that in the paper trans-
mitted to your Lordship, he had adverted to certain cir-
cumstunces and causes, under the existence of which he
found it impossible to conduct the affairs of his go-
vernment ; and that he entertained the hope that your

——— e

main tendency of which was to deter Sadut Al from carrylng his intentions
Into effect. 1t stutes frankly and undeniably the diffoultics by which his ab-
dication wonld be follyw. d, and shows that they could only be met by the 5=
somption of the whole power by the British Government. Hut it also ex=
plicitly stutes, that if he shonld abdicate, he must not expect o take with him
the wholo of his acemnulated wealth, but that he mnst discharge all

duae by the Goveérmment of Oade, and Jeave a sufflcioncy of supply for the jm=
mediate wants of his successor. 1t must have been qnite certain that this
would pnt an end to the project.  Sadut Ali's ruling passicn was avavice; he
laved pawer only as the means of amassing wealth; for any ather purpose he
detested it. His hubits were those of a private individual, not a prince; and
the troulle and responsilility of his high station deprived 1t of all ifs attrac-
tions. There can be little doubt that he was in earnest in wishing to resigil
his principality if be could have enjoyed his treasures in sectrity and retamed
the show of authority over a successor of his own nemination. Tho line
prgument adopted by Lord Wellesley was most of all caleulated to deter him
from the exeeation of his design. In the despatehes published there fs a0
Indication of that delizht at his proposal, oither on the part of the Resident of
the fGovernor, wisich Is described In the text, In hls letter to the Coust of
Directors, informing them of the cir , he es what np states-
mati will be inclined to censure, his intention to profit by the event to the ut-
most praciicable extent, and adds, * I entertain a confident hopa of Leing able
elther to etablish, with the consent of the Viaier, the sole snd exclusive
autherity of 1he Company within the provines of Oudo and ity dependanciess
Of, Bt list, o place our intereats there on an improved and durabléfouns
dutlen.”  Despatehos, il 166.—W,




RSION TO THE ENGLISH PLAN. I.;gl

o4 ould have ecalled upon him for an explanation BoOK VI,
i “th?se circumstances and causes. CHAP. Ix.
His Bxeellency proceeded, that the proposition offered
by your Lordship was so repugnant to his feelings; de- 1792
Pa.rt'“fi g0 widely, in a most essential point, from the
Pruciple on which he wished to relinguish the govern-
:Xeutg and would, were he to accept it, bring upon him
__vu"h indelible disgrace and odium, that he could never
. Ghmtm'ily subscribe to it, The sovereignty, he added, of
€8¢ dominions, had been in the family near a hundred
Years ; and the transfer of it to the Company, under the
pulations proposed by your Lordship, would, in fact, be
& 8als of if; for money and jewels ; that every sentiment of
“?Pect for the name of his ancestors. and every consider-
ation for hig posterity, combined to preclude him from
SSsenting {0 so great a sacrifice for the attainment of his
Persona] gyse and advantage, His Excellency concluded,
4t the power and strength of the Company placed every
B at your Lordship's disposal.

Upon stating to his Excellency all the arguments sug-
gest'ed by your Lordship agwinst the nomination of a
ﬁﬂ?“fﬂsm, his Excellency replied ; that under your Lord-

IP's determination not to consent to that part of his
Proposition, he was ready to abandon his design of retire-

- (Ment, ang to retain the charge of the government.”
- If this resolution was adopted, the Resident called to
0 recollection, the reform of his military establishiment,
. © gecomplishment of which would be immediately en-
ooroed. I must here,” says the letter of the Resident,
| lu!}eg leave to call your Lordship’s partienlar attention to

S reply on this point; as tending to discover his real

?ﬁnﬁmenta; and perhaps the frue meaning of the words
Certain causes,’ so vepeatedly dwelt upon, and so indus-
tnr)us]y concealed. His Excellency observed, that the
feform of his military eatuhlishmantlupon th? princi p}es
Proposed by your Lordship, would annihilate his authority
W his own dominions.” ! -
_lntalliganca of these declarations on the part of the
1zir gppears to have disappointed and provoked the Go-
Yernor (Jeneral in no ordinary degree. On the 27th of
| Decomper, the Secretary writes: “My dear Scott, 1 am

1 Papers, ut suprs, p. 68,




HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. L

. directed by Lord Mornington to acknowledge the receifi®
cmap. 1x. of your letter of the 19th instant to his Lordship's s
dress. His Lordship is extremely disgusted at the
duplicity and: insincerity which mark the conduct of the |
Nabob Vizir on the present occasion; and cannot but
strongly suspect, that his Excellency’s principal, if 1i®
sole, view in the late transaction, has been to ward off th?
reform of his military establishment, until the ndvsmc@’{
period of the season should render it impracticable, 8¢
least during the present year.”! And in the letter of the
Governor-General to the home authorities, dated the 25t8
of January, 1’800, Le says, 41 am concerned to inform you*
honourable Committee that I have every reason to believes
that the proposition of the Nabob Vizir to abdicate the
sovereignty of his dominions (a copy of which was trans”
mitted with my separate letter of the 28th of N nvemba?)
waz illusory from the commencement, and designed 19
defeat, by artificial delays, the proposed reform of hi¥
Excellency’s military establishments.”* 4

The truth is, that the vivacity of the Governor-Genersl
in the pursuit of his ohject was far too great. Had the
sinceriby of the Vizir heen ever so indisputable, it wa8 |
one thing fo abdicate in favour of his son; a very differ”
ent thing to abidicate in favour of the East India Com
pany ; and from a proposition to this effect, presentc
nakedly and impetuously, as that was of the Governdft
General, it ought to have been expected that he wauﬂ
revolt. At the same time, it might have been regard st
as probuble, that if the externals of royalty were loft {8
his son, he would be induced to dispense with the sult |
stantials. The Governor-General should have gone
Lucknow himsgelf, when the imposing presence of ¥
authority wounld have forcibly wronght upon a mind #¢
timid, and acoustomed to shrink before superior pow't
a8 that of the Vizir, The Governor-Ueneral, too, had #
lately recognised the policy of setting up the shadow ©
a sovereign,? that the eagerness is the more remarksl™ |
with which in this case he etrové to escape from ¥/
When the substance had been held for a time, it wmﬂ_‘_l
have heen easy to -deal with the shadow, as experien®
might divest.

1 Papara, ut supra, p. 67.
* Vide suprea, p. lO’F.'(rlx. the case of Mysore.)

1789,

T Tbid, v. 4.
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1sappointed in his eager expectation, and piqued at BOOK VI,
the ides of having been duped, the Governor-General cnar.ix.
\ Tesolved to proceed in his plan for the military reform

Without a moment’s delay. The reason for hurry was the 1800
greater, because the season approached when additional
_i“”oﬂvemem,e would attend the movement of the troops.

The Resident,” says the Governor-General himself, in
.“0"}195‘ letter to the home authorities; “was directed
lmmadmt,e]y, either from himself, or in concert with the
“oMmanding officer at Cawnpore, s the nature of the
45¢ might appear to him to require, to direct the several
COrps to'move to such points of his Excellency’s domi-

Eml:-ﬂ, as might appear most advisable ; giving due notice

i ;L:J Excelleney of the entrance of the augmentation
t

@ troops into his territories, and calling upon his
‘W-llenoy to adopt the requisite measuros for the regular
Payiment of the additional force.

On the 4th of January, 1800, “I informed,” says the
esident, “his Bxeellency, that the first division of the
troops, intended by your Lordship to augment the force
I Oude, as stated in the paper which I had presented to
"'“'mu Was now in a situation immediately to enter his
Excellency’s dominions; and that T was anxious to advise
With him on their destination. He entreated that mo
m‘“l"?} might be taken for their actual march into his
Otinions, until T had seen and reflected upon the sen-
tments which he was then employed in committing to
Paper, and upon some propositions he had to offer. 1
assured him it was totally impossible to delay the march
of troops ; but ‘that, as it would require s day ortwo to
arrange a place for their distribution, if his Exccllency
would, in that space, come forward, in an unreserved man-
ner, with any specific propositions, I should be énabled
to judge what weight to allow them, and how far they
would authorize me to suspend the progress of the corps,
His Excelloncy having observed that his assent had not
yet been given to the augmentation of the troops, I ex-
Plained to him the principle on which your Lordship’s
determingtion was founded. To which he replied, that,
if the measure was to be carried into execution, whether
With or without his approbaiion, there was no oceasion

1 Dated the 31t of Atigust, 18005 papers, ut supia, v. 16,
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or consulting him.” To this last observation the t
dent found it not convenient to make any answer, and |
T o immediately diverted the discourse to another point ofi§
1800.  the subject.! i

On the 15th of January, the Nabob communicated 0
the Resident a paper in which he thus addressed him: l
# You, Sir, well know, that the proposed plan never, in any
measure, met with my approbation or acceptance; a
that, in the whole course of my correspondence with the
Governor-General, on this subject, not one of my. letters
contains my acquiescence to the said plan.”

He says again, “It may fairly be concluded from" I-Of%
Mornington’s letters, that arrangements for the addition®
troops were not to take effect, until funds should be pro-
vided for their support, by the dismission of my batté”
lions.  Nothing having as yet been agreed upon, rcspectlﬂg
the disbanding of the latter, and the additional Company
troops being on their march, whence are the funds to b |
derived for their payment? Their sudden approach, 0%
leaves 1o time to form arrangements for them.” A

“Notwithstanding,” says he, “I am well assured that,
consequence of the measure, thousands of people M3
be deprived of their subsistence; and that, by the dls;
banding of my troops, serious commotions and a.ial"me
will take place in the capital (for which reason I S.w
previous warning of its mischievous effects), yet, dreadi®
his Lordship’s displeasure, and with the sole view ©
pleasing him, I am compelled to grant my assent t0
introduction of the plan” .oh

He then proceeds to enumerate certain things, Whi
he still desired, as conditions under which the meas“s
if unavoidable, might take its cffect. The first Was ;
the augmentation of the troops should not be catrrthﬁ
beyond the extent of his means, Another was, the i
additional force should be kept in one body, and pe rmra
nently stationed in one place, which would rﬂn‘,ler ltt Eﬂuca
efficient against Zemaun Shah, and other enemies, ¢ ?li Lion
against whom was its only pretext. A further "’_""r:;rﬁ,re
Was, that the English commander should not iDECRC
With the collection of the reverme, After 30"9{'“1 g
Propositions of minor importance, he said, “I'rom

I Papers, ut supra, iil. 73,
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kindness of the Sircar of the Company I am led to expect, BOOK VI
that, having, in the present instance, in order to avoid cmar. 1x.
¢ Governor-General’s displeasure, given my consent to
the introduction, as far as possible, of the plan, I shall not - 1800
1 future be troubled with fresh propositions.” !
On the 18th, a paper or memorial, the draught of which
been communicated to the Resident on the 11th, was
despatched by the Vizir to the Governor-General. He
8gan by adverting to the length of time his ancestors
ad enjoyed the unlimited sovereignty of these pro-
Vinces, He described the dangers which had threatened
¢ government of his brother, as well from foreign foes
83 the disaffection’“of his troops. « Notwithstanding,’
Said he, “these circumstances, it never once entered the
Magination of the British rulers to introduce such in-
11t“'at.im:ls, and carry into effect such arrangements, as
08¢ now suggested by your Lordship.” He then de-
Seribed how completely he was the creature and dependant
of the Company, and said % it was in all ages and coun-
8 the practice of powerful and liberal sovereigns to
Epare nejgher expense nor trouble in assisting those whom
°¥ have once taken under their protection. Should the
l B‘Omp*_l‘-'l,‘f," said he, “no longer putting confidence in the
NCerity of my friendship, deprive me of the direction
mi !y own army, and spread their troops over my do-
Jons, my authority in the provinces would be annihi-
wh » Bor would my orders be attended to on any occasion,
auret},lcr trifling or momentous. Making myself, however,
& B; ?le adds, “ that it never can have been your Lord-
P8 intention, or conformable to your wish, to distrust,
“Brade me, or lessen my authority in these dominions,
[ lln?" without ceremony disclose to your Lordship my
| Slgned sentiments and wishes” And le then pro-
2 to remonstrate against the measure by a train of
| h:‘f?niug,not unskilfully conceived. By a reference,”said
- 3 Yo the second article of the treaty, it will be evident
th Your Lordship, that on my accession to th musnud,
in: Oree designed for the defence of fthese dominions was
; Wh;lmud beyond what it had been in any former period ;
| saig 8t op my part I agreed to defray the expense of the
' Sugmentation. But in no part of the said article is

1 ! Papers, ut supra, i, 57, 78.
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L it written or hinted, that, after the lapse of a certail
cmAr. 1¥. number of years, a further permanent augmentation ahDu!d
take place. And to deviate in any degree from the s
treaty appears to be unnecessary.— From an inspectio®
of the 7th article, we learn, that, after the conclusion @
the treaty in question, no further augmentation is o h'o
made, excepting in cases of necessity; and that the %
crease is to be proportioned to the emergency, and eﬂd“‘ﬂf
but as long as the necessity exists. An augmentation o
the troops, without existing necessity, and making it
answerable for the expense attending the incrense, *
incousistent with the treaty, and spems inexpedient-—
Towards the latter end of the 17th article, it is StP% |
lated, ‘that all transactions between the two states 83
be carried on with the greatest cordiality and harm'-";{;
and that the Nawab shall possess full authority over *
household affairs, hereditary dominions, his troops
his sabjects’ Should the management of the a1y
taken from under my direction, I ask where is my au 3
rity over my household affairs, hereditary dominions, '
iy troops, and over my subjects 1 — From the above waf
siderations, and irom the magnanimity of the Sired®
the English Company, I am induced to expect from y:ﬂ‘l
Lordship’s kindness, that, putting the fullest trust -
confidence in my friendship and attachment on €% 7% |
?ccasion, you will, in conformity to the treaty, leav® 5
in possession of the full authority over my doml!}‘o-b}-
army and subjects.— The fame of the Cormpany wil 8
these means, be diffused over the face of the earth i &?JI' |
my reputation inereasing, I shall continne to offe”
prayers for the prosperity of the Comphny.”? o
This remonstrance, which it is impossible to ﬂnsouy,
the Governor-General found, in the forms of cere®, g !
& pretext for treating as an insult; and for not ausWer o ‘
it, The following communication, signed by the E“"ri;ttef :
was forwarded by express to the Resident.  “Your S n
of the 18th instant, with its several enclosures, has o, |
réceived by the Right Honourable the Gowrnqrﬁen its |
~ His Lordship, not thinking proper to receive o
presont form the written communication made wjgwt‘fi
by the Nabob Vizir on the 1lth instant, as an .
' Papers, ut supra, ill, 87, 84, |

1800.
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- "' FROM THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL.
Ty i
his T, rdship's letter of the 5th November last to his BOOK VL

3 Emellencymdirecta, that you lose no time in returning omie.ix.
© original of that communication to his Excellency,
accompanying the delivery of it with the following ob- 1500

Servations, in the name of the Governor-General :— The

mode adopted in the present instance by his Excellency

of replying to a public letter from the Governor-General,

attested by his Lordship’s seal and signature, and writben
°B 4 subject of the most momentary concern to the
Mutual interosts of the Company and of his Excellency,
b_eald_ﬁs indicating a levity totally unsuitable to the ocea-
S10n, is highly deficient in the respect due from his Bx-
Cellency to the first British authority in India:—His
hip, therefore, declines making any remarks on the

Daper which you have transmitted, and desires that the
Nabob Vizir may be called on to reply to his Lordship’s
Ietter of the 5th November, in the manner described no
by reason than by established usage ; if, in formally
88wering hig Lordship’s letter, his Excellency shounld
10k proper to impeach the honour and justice of the
Mbish government, in similar terms to those employed

l glotha paper delivered to you on the 11th instant, the
.‘ mlvern?l‘-{}aneral will then consider, how such unfounded

i HUtinies, and gross misrepresentations both of facts and

r.gumc"-‘-tﬁ, deserve to be noticed” This was language
& da lﬁg_lf-imata hereditary sovereign ! The course of pro-
3 tire 18 worthy of notice. A party to a treaty fulfilsall
Sonditions with a punetuality, which, in his place, was
Ogether unexampled: o gross infringement of that
,_.:Baty! or at least what appears to him a gross infringe-
ent, i3 about to be committed on the other side: he
g: mts_ﬂut- clearly, but in the most humble language,
invom'}ng of abjectness, much roore than disrespect, the

mm‘lﬂtency which appears to him to exist between the
Teaty and the conduct: this is represented by the other
o a8 an impeachment of their honour and justiee ;
?hd i 1o guilt existed before to form & ground for punish-
:n the party who declines compliance with their will,
__“ EUilt s now contracted which hardly any punishment
ne : CXDlate. This, it is evident, is & course, by which
" {*l.frilagamem of o treaty can ever be destitute of a
JUstifloatioy, If the party injured submits without a
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VI word, his consent is alleged. If he complains, he 15
CHAP. 1x. treated as impeaching the honour and justi
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ce of hﬁg

superior ; a crime of so prodigions a magnitude, as to S¢7
the superior above all obligation to such & WOF
connexion, .
‘But this is not the whole of the message which e
Resident was commanded to deliver, in the name of th_ﬂl,
CGovernor-General, to the Vizir: “The (loyernor-Centr! !
further directs, that you peremptorily insist on the Na-
bob Vizir furnishing a detailed answer to the paper tmﬂ?'i
mitted by his Lordship, on the 16th December last; fo:.
his Excellency’s information and consideration ; and f‘h,s f
such answer be duly attested by his Excellency’s signafir®” [
in the same manner as his Lordship's paper was fofm“u:g
attested by the signature of his Lordship : his Exceﬂenc{w “
early compliance with this demand is equally due to the
dignity of this government, and to the candour © ln,!
proceedings ; in consequence of his Excellency’s WD _spg L
taneous proposal to abdicate the sovereignty of his $ i
minions ; if his Lordship’s manner of receiving 81 g
swering that extraordinary proposition of the Vizir apP® o
in any degree objectionable to his Excellency, it hahe¥
his Excellency clearly to state his objections, in the
formal and authentic mode; otherwise the Govern?
General must, and will conclude, that his Excall_ﬁnzig
original proposition was purposely illusory ; and it as
become his Lordship’s duty to treat it accordingl £l
an unworthy attempt to deceive the British GoverRmie™
In all the transactions of his Lordship's government 5‘1111‘*: |
his arrival in India, he has pursued a plain and dlr'?e.
course ; and he is determined to adhere to the same ],51
variable system of just and honourable policy, BOF “Of
he be diverted from the system, by any machinatiof gl
artifice, duplicity, or treachery, which may be "Eposed 50
him ; he has already found the advantage of this oo
in frustrating the projects of the enemies of Greabt Bn:allf
in India ; and he is satisfied that it will prove .,eqlThe
efficacious in confirming the faith of his allies. that |
farnestness with which the Governor-General desired ur
this message should be delivered with unimpaired V& ng
to the Nawab, is visible in the immediately succeehP |
Paragraph of the same letter: “A copy of the forég®
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Gooh¥atibns, in Persian, attested by the signature of the BOOK VL
tho:;,mo!‘-Geneml himself, will be forwarded to you by CHAP.IX.
il & €ISian franslator: and his Lordship directs that you o0
Miunicate the same to the Nabob Vizir, either in case )
JOU should haye any reason to suppose that his Excellency
15 llkely

ot to entertain the smallest doubt of your being,,
[ & vmﬂy authorized, but commanded by his Lordship, to
pl'e‘ €y to his Excellency the message contained in the
i wh_“g Paragraphs, as nearly as possible in the terms
' ﬂlink‘mh they are expressed; or, in the event of your
signi & that the document, attested by his Lordship’s
g““tul'e, will be more impressive than the verbal mode
COMmunication,’” !

Tt the 20tk and 25th of January, the Resident com-
P au.le,d to the Governor-General, that the Vizir, instead
ﬂ:agmng his cordial assistance, in carrying into execut?ou
by Measure of annihilating his army, was rather [\’lacz‘ng
ad(ll]ie(.hments in the way; by insisting that the English
Py Tnal force should not be dispersed in small bod_les
haq i © country ; by withholding the staterent \\'}110}1
own b tn l‘faquircd of the amount and distribution of his
nece%fr lions ; and by delaying to issue the perwannahs
¢ With Ly to ensure provisions to the mlghtmnal troeps.

imuad “"_gard to the last article, the Resident, however,

Eovern . OWD orders; and such was the state of the
| mmen.t, that they were punctually obeyed.’

otnia Sident deferred the message to the Vizir, till the

“on n t:‘an:sla_t.iorz arrived. “ Haying mceivedf" says he,

of )_Ouﬁ 28th, in the evening, the translatio_n in Pen_aian

Won X ordship's message to the Nawab Vizir, I waited

. s Excellency on the 20th in the afterncon, and, in
in u:ellce to your Lordship’s commands, returned to ].li[l:l,
pro © Tost formal manner, the original dr_uughtl of his
p&l-‘lt::'sed letter to your Lordship, accompanied with the
Sidey bﬁf obseryations. His Excellency discovered con-
exp ablo agitation in the perusal of the paper; and he
a8 hl'aﬁ*iﬁ‘-(l very poignant regret, at having unintentionally,
% S affirmed, drawn upon himself such sol_enu{ animad-
t’.h%m:m; from your Lordship.—It would, his I‘.xcellency
tong 'Ved, ho the extreme of ingratitude and folly, wan-

Proyoke the displeasure of thab power, on which

* Papers, ut supra, ifi, 89, 2 Told, i, 89, 90,
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) { alone he relied, for the preservation of his honout; 8t
CHAP, IX,

_ produced a long letter of violent animadyersions ¥
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d
the support of his authority. He attempted to apologis®
for the paper, by saying, that he meant it merely a5 &
representation of arguments which might be produ
and not as a formal declaration of his own sentimentS
and on that account had adopted the mode which you*
Lordship had viewed in so exceptionable a light. I re
spect to the neglect in replying to the paper which h
been submitted by your Lordship for his information o
consideration, his Excellency assured me, that it aros®
from his inability to pursue, and reply, in detail, to0 © 3
extensive train of reasoning which your Lordship h“a
employed ; and that he hoped your Lordship would ]m.\r
received the verbal communication, made through ‘313’:;_
the impossibility of his acceding to your Lordship® 7/
commendation, as a full, and respectful answer.=
Excellency asked, for what purpose, or to “:ha!‘- “for};
could the attempt be, to deceive your Lordship by illos
propositions 1" ! tion
The intelligence from the Resident, that oppost ;he
rather than assistance was given by the Vizr L 3
execution of a measure of which he so highly disappz vtlw,
0

Governor-General, in which he told the harassed ;I::
trembling Vizir, “ the means which your Excellency "o
employed to delay, and ultimately to frustrate, the B‘:ege_
tion of the ahove-mentioned plan, are caleulated t0 A
grade your character, to destroy all confidence betwet;e
your Excellency and the British government, to Pr_od'“re
confusion and disorder in your dominions;snd to PI¥
the most important interests of the Company, t0 Su-ii,-g
degree, as may be deemed nearly equivalent 0 PO ey
hostility on your part.”—¢The conduct of your Excelle? sC:
in this instance” he afterwards adds, “is of a““mr:ery
unequivocaily hostile, and may prove so injurious 10 % anys
interest; both of your Excellency aund of the L’U.mll);swe
that your perseverance in so dangerous a course Wiz =
me no other alternative, than that of considerin8
amicable engagements between the Company a‘_‘d v t0
Exoellency to be dissolved.” *—This was most distinct

; Papers, nt supra, 1il. 91, 52,
Dated 9th February 1800, Despatches, i, 208.—W.



them Was the motive depended upon, in truth, from the
&'hglfrfmg, would not the direct and manly course have
b piiey ered the main purpose equally well, and all other
& OPDScs: a great deal better? We are the masters ; such
wjuu]l; Will: nothing short of strict and prompt obedience
o ¢ endured,
20 ardent were the desires of the Governor-General
Whics‘]: much was he accustomed to assume everything on
i his conclusions depended, that he maintained, in
&nn'hjatt‘?r’ to the face of the Vizir, that of the plan for
ti.onl lating his army, the Vizir had, “after full delibera-
* “Xpressed his entire approbation.’!

tha ore the end of February, the Vizir felt convinced,
mag d°°mp1ianco could not be ev?.ded. The money t}lﬁ-
and d on pecount of the additional forces was paid;
of Orders were issued for commencing the discharge of

'8 own battalions. The business of dismissing the
by t.gs Occupied a considerable time_; and was re_tmdecl
= © lecessity of employing a portion of them in col-

g t_he taxes which were then due. It was a matter

“onsiderable delicacy, to avoid commotion, and the
aboyy for bloadshed, where so many armed men wera
: to be deprived of their accustomed means of sub-

5 . = Th i FBS i 1
| Sreditgy, & business was conducted in a manuer highly

|
|

%

gentle to the ability as well as the feelings of the
tiou’ Men upon whorn it devolved., It was the disposi-
ith ang thf{ principle of the Governor-General, to treat
of hisgenemazty the individuals upon whom the measures
a2 BOVernment might heavily press. As considerable
Paiq S Were always due to native troops, and seldom fully
Ragl: “he complate discharge of arrears, on which the
SUSh government, insisted, was a powerful instrument
eioncﬁiatiﬁn. When dissatisfaction anywhere appeared,
Yat; effort was employed to correct misapprehension ;
“&than. ® was exercised; the means of coercion were
ton, dm exhibited, than used ; pardon was liberally ex-
bx:foe even where resistance had been overcome ; and
€ end of the year, the measure was in a great

1 Papers, ut suprs, iil. 86101,

AMMELTANCE FORCED UPON THE VIZIR.
e, e did not immediately comply, the Go- BOOK VI,
Eheneral would make war upon him. And since cmar:ix.

1800.
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In the month of November, 1800, when a demand for &
second body of new troops was presented to the Vizit he
complained, by letter, to the Resident, in the following
terms : “The state of the collections of the country 1%
not unknown to you, You know with what difficulti
and exertions they are realized, and hence I feel a gre*
degree of solicitude and apprehension, lest, if 1 should
fail at a season of exigency, my responsibility should be
impeached : I, therefore, wrote to you, that, until I
secure of resources to answer the demands, I could 0o
become responsible: Accordingly, Jye Sookh Hoy e
been directed to prepare a statement of the conditio® &
the dountry, with respect to its resources. You S
informed when it is ready ; and you can then come an 5
inspect it ; and, in concert, devise resources for the
ditional demands, according to the assets ; and I will &
accordingly”” In another part of the same letter, he sfhe
“Formerly, in the plan proposed for the reform of i
military, it was written, ‘That the resources for the o
pense of the new troops would be found in the reductl
of those of his Excellency:’ Although the resource® %
the payment of the new British troops were not found *=
the reduction of those of the Sircar ; now that you ne
to have the charges of other new troops added to the
debit of the state, when the reduction of the military ha?
not yet supplied resources for the payment of the chy
of the former new troops, how can I take upon royse .f i
defray the charges of these new troops, withoub subje
ing the Sircur to the imputation of a breach of foith®
Of these compluints, the @overnor-General M
availed himself to found on them pretensions ©! T 5
description. “If” said he, in a letter to the Rﬂsldeow
dated 22nd of January, 1801, « the alarming crisis ﬁtl!ﬁl
approaching, in which his Excellency can no longe® ity
his public engagements to the Company, this ¢
must be imputed principally to his neglect of my r"peawd
advice and earnest representations. The 8ugmde:

Lok : n the dis
Apers, ut supra, fHi. 110—140, contuining the correspondence ¢
bn;nh of tha troaps.,

Toad, 4, 141,—M, Despatches, i, 422, —W.



night have been amply provided for, if his Ex- BOOK V1.
“ellency had vigorously and cordially co-operated with me, ciar. 1x.
10 the salutary and economical measure of disbanding his
Own Budisciplined troops. It is now become the duty of
- the titish government, to interpose effectually, for the
. Probection of his interests, as well as those of the Com-
1Y, which are menaced with common and speedy de-
stmt_!ti:m, by the rapid decline of the general resources
ot Bis Excellency’s dominions.” 1t may be observed, as
e go on, that if the prompt disbanding of the forces of
the Vigip would disengage a revenue perfectly equal, and
wore than equal, as had all along been confidently af-
ﬁrme(l, 1o the charge created by the additional force, the
®lay which the reluctance of the Vizr occasioned, and
16h was now overcome, could only occasion a temporary
Cmbarrasemont ; and that menace of common and speedy
ction, of which the Governor-General so tragically
:]I::Oke, had no existence. Or, that, on the other hand, if
A Menace of destruction was real, the pretence of find-
g, in the discharge of the Vizir's battalions, an ample
T;:mme for the new impositions, was void of foundation,
]ma letter goes on, “The Vizir is already apprized, that I
W ‘fe long lamented the various defects of the system by
-1 the affairs of his Excellency’s government are ad-
ihistere, Conscious of the same defects, his Excellency
¢atedly expressed a wish to correct tham‘ by the
of is Nee of the British government. The continuance
d be present system will exhaust the country to such a
Sube ), 9 to preclude the possibility of realizing the
e Sidy, 1y place of inveterate and growing abuses must
Substituted a wise and benevolent plan of government,
‘ted to inspire the people with confidence in the
Wity of property and of life; to encourage induatry‘; and
| :at&blish order and submission to the just authority of
State, on the solid foundations of gratitude for bene-
o Teceived, and expectation of continued security” The
Vernor.General here establishes the guadmfas ‘of govern-
& “as the solid foundation of submission to its
tuth‘}l'ity." He would not add, what was equally true,
8% theye ought to be no submission without it.
Bare € fouo\\-ing passage of the letter deserves profound re-
ko aving” continues the Governor-General, “maturely
Yot vy, M

4S rep
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{ considered these circumstances, with the attention and

deliberation which the importance of the subject €
quires, T am satisfied that no effectual security can P
provided against the ruin of the province of Oude, until
the exclusive management of the ecivil and military -
veriiment of that country shall be transferred to the
Company, under suitable provisions for the waintenanc®
of his Excellency and of his family. No other remedy
ean effect any considerable improvement in the resources
of the state, or can ultimately secure its external safetys
and internal peace.”

If this wes the only plan which could avert from tl}ia
state every species of calamity ; absolute master as 1@
wasy of the fate of the country, why ad the Gove
General hesitate a moment to carry it into execution ©

He resolved to offer this proposition to the Vizir i 2
form of a treaty: but added, “Should his Emel]mllc;
unfortunately be persuaded, by the interested counse: A
evil advisers, absolutely to reject the proposed treat 3‘1')“
will then proceed to inform his Excellency, in firi ®U7
respectful language, that the funds for the regular e

rnor-

-ment of the subsidy, to the full extent of the augment

force, must be placed, without & moment of de}*_‘)’t bey 0.1;,9
the hazard of failure.—For this purpose, you will J'equlin
his Esxcellency to make a cession to the Companils
perpetual sovereignty, of such a portion of his territorics
as shall be fully adequate, in their present impover®
condition, to defray those indispensable chargé®:
selecting the portions to be demanded, the object :;2
to insulate the Vizir, as well for the purpose of p1:eclufmm
him from foreign connexions, as of defending WM & ko -
foreign dangers. To this end, choice was made 0 i
Dozb, and Rohileund, in the first instance, with the o
dition of Azim Ghur, and even {orukpoor, if the mt,‘ttr to
of the former country shonld prove inadequate.’ Ale i

the same purport, and nearly in the same words, “’“"ﬂ%i air?
same time, written by the Governor-Gereral t0 the i
Lt closes with the following terms : “ I request yOU b
cellency to ho satisfied, that the whole course of e¥ 3
it Oude, since your acoession, has rendered it Wy .’

; Pipers, nt suprs, il 145148,
Tuid. p, 14B—101 ~M. Despatchies, i, 420.—W.
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i dtity to adhere with firmmness to the tenor of this BOOK VI,
%l as containing principles from which the British caar ix,
BO¥ernment never can depart; mor can your Excellency
Xeceive with surprise, or concern, a resolution naturally 1801
mﬂuthg from your own reiterated representations of the
5 Ston of your affairs, and of your inability either to

educe them to order, or to conciliate the alienated affec-
tﬁms of your discontented people.”” The corollary from

8¢ deductions most necessarily, and most obviously is,
ti& any sovereign who governs ill, and loses the affec-

08 of his people, ought to abdicate, or to be compelled

a'li'dit:a.te, the sovereignty of his dominions. We shall
P how energetic and persevering an apostle of this doe-
e the Governor-General became,
Te"ha subsidy which, according to the treaty of Lord
'8mouth, was alveady paid by the Vizir, amounted to
3 76,00,000 : the annual expense of the additional force
Y Wwhich he was to be loaded, was 54,12,929: the whole
: lll.d amobunt to 1,30,12,929 rupees. The Nawaub was
Nquxrs_;d to make a cession of territory, in perpetual
3 Yereignty to the English, the revenue of which, even in
thelf?eaant unproductive state, and without any regard to
ame,._Provements of which it might be susceptible, should
olnt 1o such a sum, over and above the whole expense
%llection, "The revenue remaining to the Vizir after
l‘ii:) & deduction would have been 1,00,00,000. The ter-
Y 'Y, then, of which he was to be deprived, amounted to
hi:" than one half, to not much less than two thirds, of
Whole dominions,

o © #ddress of the (fovernor-General to the Vizir was
ﬁi:%'ltﬁd to that prince on the 16th of February ; and the
i Conversation on the subject between him and the
} t 1dent was on the 26th. “ His Excellency’s conversa-

am, on that day,” says the Resident, “though it did not
B
|

o1

Ung 4o 4 positive rejection of the first proposition,
"')rs?ﬂxemd an unreserved vepugnance to the acceptance
ka;:; Before this letter, however, dated on the 6th of
Gor b, was closed, o letter addressed to the Governor-
P& ®ral wus received from the Vizin? His complaints
nubpl?cting the want of funds for payment of the enlarged
U1y, he explained as far from amounting to thealarm-

; ! Papers, ut supra, iii. p. 161—208. 3 Despatohos, il 474,
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¥i/ing proposition into which they were framed by 3
. vernor-Gieneral ; but, as the fund which had been poinbed-f .
~——— to by the Governor-General as adequate, had not proved
1801, adequate ; and as he had been repeatedly commanded b
the Governor-General to make known to the Resident his
difficulties, and to make use of his advice, he had, for that
reason, explained to him, and had done no more, the per-
plexities which weighed upon his mind. “In the coursé
Lowever, of these conferences and communications, D9
impediment of affairs,” says he, ©ever ocourred; and no
failure or deficiency whatever was experienced in the dis®
charge of the expenses of the new troops, and in the pay”
anent of the kists of the fixed subsidy. On the contraf¥y"
thosé expenses and kists were punctually paid; accords
ingly the kist of the fixed subsidy, and the charges of the
additional troops, have been completely paid to the end of
January, 1801, and Colonel Scott has expressed his ac
knowledgments on the occasion.—It is equally a subjecb
of astonishment and concern to me, that whereas, under
the former government, the payment of the kists, thuugh:.'
s0 much smaller in amount than the present, was con®
stantly kept in arrear during three or four months, the
jumma of the country was diminishing yearly, and yet no
‘such propositions were brought forward,—they should bé
agitated under the government of a friend, who hopes fof
.every thing from your Lordship’s kindness ; who is anxiou#
to obey you, and to manifest the steadiness of his attach®
ment ; who punctually pays the full amount of his kists
notwithstanding their increased amount ; and who ha®
conformed to your Lordship. U

“As my consent,” says he, “to the first propositiof
is altogether impracticable (accordingly I have already 4
written an ample reply to that proposition) ; and, as ib 15
impossible for me, with my own hands, to exclude myset
from my patrimonial dominion (for what advauntage shonld
1 derive from so doing ?)—this, therefore, is a measur®
which I will never adopt.

“ With respect to what your Lordship writes, about Pre-
viding a territorial resource for the payment of the Briti
troops ; since I have not, in any way, delayed or negle
to discharge the kists for the expenses of the troops by
have paid them with punctuality, where is the occast

N



R OF THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL.

piting any territorial resource ?—1I expect to derive BOOK VI
ik the most substantial profits from bringing into a flourish- cuae. 1x,
ing condition this country, which has so long been in a
| State of waste and run. By a separation of territory, my
Opes of these substantial profits would be entirely cut
off, and & great loss would accrue. How then can I con-
Sent o any territorial cession 27
This letter brought an answer of immense length from
the Governor-General, under date the 5th of April2
Having lamented the refusal which had been given to
oth his propositions, and given a description of the
Progressive decline of the country, from the mis-govern-
Tent of the Vizir, the Governor-General says, “I now
declare to your Excellency, in the most explicit terms,
that I consider it to be my positive duty, to resort to any
‘xtremity, rather than to suffer the further progress of
hat ruin, to which the interests of your Excellency and
the honourable Company are exposed, by the continued
Speration of the evils and abuses, actually existing, in the
fivil and military administration of the province of Oude.”
After noticing the source of embarrassment still existing
i the portion of his troops, the dismission of which the
izir had till now contrived to evade, the Governor-Ge-
deral gubjoined, “But I must recall to your Excellency’s
*ecollection, the fact, which you have so emphatically ac-
“ﬂowledged on former occasions, that the principal source
O all your difficulties is to be found in the state of the
Sountry, I have repeatedly represented to your Excel-
“ency the effects of the ruinons expedient of anticipating
& collections ; the destructive practice of realizing them
'y force of arms ; the apnual diminution of the jumma of
@ country ; the precarious tenure by which fhe Aumils
- ®d farmers hold their possessions ; the misery of the
- Wwer ¢lasses of the people, absolutely excluded from the
1 ﬂf}techion of the government ; and the utter insecurity of
@ and property, throughout the province of Oude. An
Tmediate alteration in the system of management affords
hE_ only hope of providing either for the security of the
“Ompany's military funds, or for any other interest in-
“olyed in the fate of Oude—It would be vain and fruitless
attempt this arduous task, by partial interference, or

! Papars, ut snpra, iil. 163, 164. 2 Despatches, i1, 474,

801L.
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I by imperfect modifications of a system, of whic

< principle is founded in error and impolicy, and every in-

strument tainted with injustice and corruption.’— What i8
here remarkable is, the Governor-General's declared prin=
ciple of reform ; that, of a system of government, radi
corrupt, extirpation is the only cure.

He proceeds to infer, that as the Vizir professed himself
inadequate to the task of reform ; and the undiminishe
prevalence of evil, since the commencement of his reig
proved the truth of his declaration ; he ought to renounce
the government, and give admission to others, by whom
the great reform could be effectually performed. d

He added, “But whateyer may be your Excellency®
sentiments with respect to this the first proposition ; the
right of the Company to demand a cession of territorys
adequate to the security of the funds necegsary for de-
fraying the expense of our defensive engagements with
your Excellency is indisputable.” This right he prowed
to found on his fears with regard to the future ; lest the
progressive decline of the country, the fruit of mis:
management, should quickly render its revenue uneq
to the payments required.!

On the 26th of April, a letter to the same purporl
nearly in the same words, under signature of the Goyernor-
General, was sent to the Resident® The determination
was now adopted to seize the territory, if the consent
its reluctant sovereign was any longer withheld. “Any
further reference to me from Oude is,” said his Lordship,
“unnecessary. I, therefore, empower you to act under
the instructions contained in this letter without waiting
for additional orders.—If, therefore, his Excellency shoul
persist in rejecting both propositions, you will inform hin
that any further remonstrance to me upon this subjec

will be unavailing ; that you are directed to insist upe? |

the immediate cession of the territory proposed to

R

transferred to the Company ; and that in the evenb of bi8 |

Exoellency’s refusal to issue the necessary orders
purpose, you are authorized to direct the British t_l'Oolff
to march for the purpose of establishing the authority
the British government within those districts.”?

! Fapers, ut supra, iii. 185—192, 2 Pespatches, 8. 498
3 P'upers, ut supra, fik p. 198,

for thab |
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ir, having stipulated for certain conditions,' of BOOK VI.
which one was, that he should be guaranteed, by a formal cuar.1x.
obligation, in the future independent exercise of an ex-
clusive authority in the remaining parts of his dominions” 1891
it is declared, in the instructions to the Resident, under

date the 27¢h of May ; “His Lordship cannot permit the

Vizir to maintain an independent power, with a conside-

rable military force, within the territories remaining in

his Excellency’s possession.—It must never be forgotien

that the Governors original object was not merely to

Secure the subsidiary fands, but to extinguish the Vizir's
military power.”* This is a part of the design, not only

not disclosed by the language held to the Vizir, but hardly
consistent with it. In that, he was told, that the vices of

his troops were the canse on account of which the English

wished them destroyed. According to this new declara-

tion, if the troops had been better, that is, more formidable,

the English would have liked them only so much the
Worse,?

1} These stipulations were dated on the 3rd Mohurrum, 1216, or the st
?‘Y‘ and were commented on at length by the Governor-General on the 8th
Wie, ‘The Vieir demurred to the payment of the debts of former Govern-
nents of Oude, of the whole expense of the troops raised tp opposs the me-
naced invasion of Zemaun Shah, and any part of the cost of the embassy to
rsia, which, as addressed to an objett in which Onde was interested, the
\ Yernor-General conceived was due by the Vizir, He demanded the undi-
¥iled inheritance of the posseasions of Asoph-ud-Dowla, which was levelled
fgainst the possessions of the Begums, He requested that all correspondence
“{f’“‘ﬂfnz the affairs of Oude should be confined to himself and the Resid
Which was intended to exclude sach of his ministers as were well affected to
the English fram hiis conncils.  That the Resident should pay no attention to
gernons **oyer on the watch to sow di ions, and stipulated that thye engag
ﬂ;ﬂ’!lta eintered into should be firm and permanent; that the troops for which
® coutitrien wore ceded should slways be stutioned in them, and that when-
$Ver he felt inclined to perform pilgrimage, no hindrance should be offered to
arfigoparture.” The Governor-General rejected these and other proposed
Ficles; as they betrayed an unjustifisblo mistrustin the Company's awthority
ud power, disguised an intentiom to secure their countenance to acts of vin-
Ctiveness ur extortion, and sought to evade the discharge of just demands,
lie praposed stipulations were in many respects open to thesé impurations,
1;;‘1 they were ?naﬂy ejected by the Governor-G 1D i

]
a

Papers, ut supra, p. 218,
Gﬂliltr:u't the l.Iluusxgijlum, in the Tast-quoted sentance, with the follawing
£ of an address delivered to the Yiair in the nume of the Governor-
Genera), by his brother Henry Wellesley, in September, 1801 ; where, after o
9escription of the undisciplined and mitinous condition of the troops of the
Vizir, ang Tiis owo declared opinfon of them, these, says the address, “ were
e primary canses which moved the Govérnor-General to consider the means
8pplying an effectusl reform to the military establishment of Qude, The
1 of this vefyrm origineted, not in the veluntary snggestion of his Lordship's
TGind, but in the alarming state of your Ezceliency’s dominions and power,

2 yonr own express desirs,” Fapers, ul gupra, iv, 7,
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In a letter of the Sth of June, the Resident gives an
cuap 1x, account of a conversation the day before between him an
the Vizir. “I stated to his Excellency that the general
1801, tenor and spirit of his articles of stipulations had exci
the greatest concern and surprise in your TLordship's
breast, and that I was commanded by your Lordship
to communicate to his Excellency your Lordship’s abso-
lute rejection of the whole of them., His Excellency re-
plied, that as his paper contained conditions on which
alone his consent to the_territorial cession could be
granted, your Lordship’s rejection of them allowed him
no other alternative, than that of passive obedience to
whatever measures your Lordship might resolve on.”

“I next proceeded to state to his Excellency the terms
upon which your Lordship is disposed to guarantee to his
Excellency and to his posterity, the dominion of his Bx-
cellency’s remaining territory. They were enumerated in
the following order and manner: lst, The continuance of
the Company’s right to station the British troops in any
part of his Excellency’s dominions: 2ndly, the restriction
of his own military establishment to an extent absolutély
necessary for the collection of the revenues, and for the
purposes of state; and 3rdly, the introduction of such re-
gulations of police, as should be caleulated to secure the
internal quict of his Excellency’s country, and the orderly
and peaceful behaviour of his subjects of every descrip-
tion,

“His Excellency’s reply to this” says the Resident,
% was striking : that the power of stationing the Com-
pany’s troops in any part of his dominions, together with
‘the other conditions, formed a combination of circum=
stances, the objects of which would be open to the cots
prehension of a child; and that it was impossible for him
to agree o a territorial cession on such terms. X

“J entreated his Excellency to reject from his mind
such unjustifiable suspicions, and to summon all the §99
sense which he possesses, and to reflect on the cOmS®
quences of a refusal of the propositions which your
Lordship had prepared with so much thought and de-
l‘b‘ﬂ‘_ﬂ‘f_iﬂn. Ho seid, he by no means meant to impY
precipitancy to your Lordship’s resolution. But if youA
Lordship's reflection suggested measures to which he
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5 Ud nof- cede, the utmost which could be expected BOOK VI.
{0l him s passive submission to those measures. And cmar. 1x.
he added, that if your Lordship would give him his dis-
MMssion, and allow him to go on a pilgrimage ; or whether  1803.
that was permitted or mot, the whole of his territorial
DOssessions, and of his treasures, were at the disposal of
Jour Lordship's power : he neither had the inclination nor
the strength to resist it ; but he could not yield a voluntary
“osent to propositions so injurious to his reputation.” !
The Goyernor-General wished to avoid the appearance
force in seizing the greater part of the Vizir's domi-
, Mons; ang was exceedingly anxious to extort by im-
Dm‘tunity some a.ppeamnb& of consent. Not only was the
osident, urged to use incessant endeavours for this pur-
POse? but on the 80th of June, notice was sent of the
*®Solution to which the Governor-General had proceeded,
:E:‘““flmg his brother Henry Wellesley on a mission to
th Vizir, 1y hopes that his near relation to the head of
s HS government would strike with awe the mind of that
ofrm"'e: and convince him more fully of the impossibility
eluding jtg declared determination.?
T Very mode of importunity was tried and exhausted.
. 1¢ Bcheme of abdication was, with every art of persua-
Vs and some even of compulsion (if severity in urzing
la: u;"“")' demands which would have otherwise been re-
th:v_“{‘e truly entitled to that designation), urged upon
S 171r, as the measure which, above all, would yield the
gl atest portion of advantage, with regard, in the first
m:":’: to his own tranquillity and happiness; in ‘the second
Bu & to the people of Oude ; and in the third, to the
ttish government, If on the other hand, this measure
s unfortunately not obtain his consent, he was de-
fo?d tf’ consider the territorial cession as a measure which
h:e’ if necessary, would be employed to apcomplish ; and
“sident did, in the month of July, proceed so far as
8lVe notice to some of the aumils, or great revenue
th Mgers of the territories intended to be aei_zed, to hold
A ®Wselvas in readiness for transferring their payments
w'g} allegiance to the British government ; a proceeding
iy eh the Vigir represented as giving him exquisite pain
O¥erwhelming him with disgrace.

of

51

: Fupers, ut supra. iv. 231, 2 Despatches, it. 537,—W.,
S Ibid, if. 441, 561.—W,
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To all the pressing remonstrances with which he was

ix. plied, he opposed only professions of passive, helpless, and |

reluctant obedience. He also pressed and endeavoured t0

1801 stipulate for leave to retire, in performance of a pilgrim-
age : thab his eyes might not behold the performance
acts, which he could not contemplate -without afflietion
though he desired to retain the power of resuming the
government of all that remained of his dominions, whet
his scheme of pilgrimage should be at an end.

On the 3rd of September, Mr. Wellesley arrived 8¢
Lucknow ; an the 5th, presented to the Vizir a memo
explanatory of the prineipal objects of his mission, and
had with him his first conversation on the 6th.! The #%0
propositions were again tendered ; and, with every exprés
sion of submissiveness, the Vizir undertook to give
a renewed consideration. Hie answer was delayed till the
15th ; when his consent to the first proposition, as wha
would bring “an everlasting stigma on his name by der
priving a whole family of such a kingdom,” was again P&I°
emptorily refused. The answer which was made by ¢
two negotiators, the Resident and Mr., Wellesley in €02~
Junction, is perhaps the most remarkable which occur® ;3
the annals of diplomacy ; “ That his Excellency reason
upon the first proposition as if the execution of ib
prived him of the possession of the musnud ; whereas
true extent and meaning of it, and indeed the prim
object, was to establish himself and posterity more fird
and securely on the musnud, with all the state, dignit®
and affluence, apportaining to his exalted situation.” *
man may be so placed with regard to another, that 1t ‘:
not prudent for him to dispute the truth of what th®
other advances, should he even assert that black and whi 5
are the same colour. It was necessary to be in such
situation, before a proposition like this could be tende! S
to a man with any hope of escaping exposure. The Ve p

was called upon to consign for ever bthe sovereignty
all his dominions to the Company, and to bind him 7
never to reside within them ; yet this was not to dep’’ A
him of hig throne! It was more firmly to establish bt
on it ! il
On the subject of the territorial cession, the Nawab &8
deferred an explicit answer.?
I Desyatcles, 1. 867, ® Papars, ut supra, v, 115, 3 1bid.p 1"

the
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determination of the Governor-General, in case of the con-
ued refusal on the part of the Vizir, to give his consent
one of the two propositions, to take from him nota part
1y, but the whole of his dominions. His Lordship, as
T al, Supports this resolution with a train of reasoning.
® DBritish interests were not secure, unless there was a
£00d government in Oude: unless the Nawab Vizir gave
S Consent to one of the two propositions, a good govern-
Taent could not be established in Oude : therefore, it would
Dot only proper, but an imperative duty, to strip that
%OVereign of all his dominions, “His Lordship has there-
6 1o hesitation,” says the document, “in suthorizing
JOU, in the event above stated, to declare to his Excel-
Ny, in explicit terms, the resolution of the British go-
JSMiment {0 gssume the civil and military administration
h_ﬂ Province of Oude. Should the communication of
.© Mtended declaration fail to produce any change in
d I_:xcellency’s dispesition, his Lordship direets that you
& Immediately proceed to make the necessary disposition
€ army, and every other arrangement for carrying
Tesolution into immediate and complete effect.”!
o the same day, however, on which these instractions
°Fe written, the Vizir communicated to the two negotia~
& paper, in which he gave his consent to the second
osition, provided he was allowed to depart on his pil-
ﬁmﬂg% and his son, as his representative, was, during
» absence, placed on the throne. The reason assigned
U3 in these words ; “for I should consider it » disgrace,
1t would be highly unpleasant to me, to show my face
My people here” The negotiators felt embarrassment ;
Nted the imputations which the condition and the
Wner of it cast upon the British government ; but were
‘:l":wiumg, for considerations of slight importance, to lose
S advantage of the Vizir's consent, even to the lowest of
 two propositions, since they now despaired of it to the
ﬁ.!\at, “ Having,” sy they, © deliberately reflected on every
5 Wstance jimmediately connected with the negotiation,
gr‘,’hich might eventually influence the result of it, we
idedly and unitedly agreed in the opinion, that the jm-

1 Papers, ut supre, p.17,

Prop

EXT) RTED CONSENT OF THE VIZIR,
MRS 19th of September, instructions were written to BOOK VI.

‘WO negotiators, in which they were informed of the cmar. 1x.

L.

1801,
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L. portant objects of it could not be accomplished in & moré

cnap. 1x. preferable manner than by closing with his Excellencys

1801,

proposition,” A paper, accordingly, declaring their ac-
ceptance of the proposition, and attested by their Joint
signatures and seals, was delivered to the Vizr on the
24th!

On the 27th, his Excellency communicated a.proposiﬁoﬂf.
of which the purport was, to secure to him the exclusive
administration of the reserved territory. On this topic
he was informed that enough had already been said : thab
the right of the British government, in regard to Oude
extended, not only to the alienation of as much of the ter-
ritory as it chose to say was necessary to defray the cost
of defence ; but, even with regard tothe remainder, to "fha
placing of it in the military possession of the Briti
troops, and the maintaining of a good government within its
What was this, but to declare, that of this part too, 't:hﬂ_
government, civil and military, must rest in the Enghis
the Vizir possessing the name; but none of the powers ¢
aking? “Itis evident,” said the Vizir, in a letter on the
29th, “that I can derive no advantage from alienating
part of my country, whilst T shall not remain mﬂﬂ_ter
of the remainder” ¢ On this proposition, however, ¥
portant as he deemed it, he from that time foreboré to
ingsist.

The negotiators complained of endeavours to protract
the conclusion of the treaty; first, by demanding uBPe
cessary explanations, though they related to matters ©
great importance, expressed in the treaty in terms exces
gively vague ; and, secondly, by delays in the delivery ©
ths accounts, though exceedingly voluminous, and some-
what confused. Several discussions took place on the reve"
nues of some of the districts : but on the 10th of Novembe™s
the treaty was mutually exchanged, and, on the 14th; W'.’:
ratified by the Governor-General at Benares. By ﬂfé
treaty the Nawaub ceded a country, producing 1,35,23,47
iupees of ravenue, including expense of collection ; & i
the authority of the British government over the e
maninder was provided for by the following words ; 4 AL
the Honouwrable the Bast Indin Company hereby gllﬁl'anwa
o his Excellency the Vizir, and to his heirs and sues

¥ Papers, ut snpra, iv. 21—23.  Ihid. iv. 39-
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& possession of the territories which will remain
Excellency after his territorial cession, together with
the exercise of his and their authority within the said do-
minions. His Excellency engages that he will establish
| in his reserved dominions such a system of administration
(to be carried into effect by his own officers) as shall be
conducive to tho prosperity of his subjects, and be «cal-
oulated to secure the lives and property of the inha-
bitants : and his Ixcellency will always advise with, and
act in conformity to the counsel, of the officers of tho
said Honourable Company.”? No dominion can be more
complete than that which provides for a perpetual con-
formity to one’s counsel, that is, one's will.2
On the same day on which the Goven}o{-Gemml Tatifind
the treaty, he created a grand commission for the pro-
visional administration and settlement of the ceded dis-
tricts,. Three of the civil servants of the Company were
ppointed a Board of (Commissioners ; and his brother
enry. Wellesley was nominated to be Lieutenant-
Governor of the mew territory, and President of the
Bomﬂ_a
The (jovernor-Greneral performed another duty on the
same day, which was that of giving the home authorities,
alnllg' with the intelligence of the conclusion of the treaty,
an intimation of the several advantages which he wished
them to believe it carried in its bosom. These were, “the
éntire extinetion of the military power of the Nawaub ;”
the maintenance of & great part of the Bengal army at the
awaub’s expense ; deliverance of the subsidy from all
the geoidents with which it was liable to be affected by
the corruption, imbecility, a.nf:l abuse, of that vicious and
icorrigihle system of vexation and misrule, which con-
Stituted the f;ovemmcut of Qude;” the power aequired
b}' the Company of becoming © the instrument of restoring
0 afflyence and prosperity one of the most fertile regions
of the globe, now reduced to the most afflicting misery
and desplation, by the depraved administration of the
Native g()vgrnmentu . deliverance from the stain « on the
Yoputation and honour of the British nation in Indis
Upholding by the terror of their name, and the immediate

! Py t supra, iv. p. 20 and 35. Sl
pers, ut sup '. 3 Papers, ut supra, p.27, patelies, ii, 59,
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/force of their arms, a system so disgraceful in ifs prin-

ciples, and ruinous in its effects)’! ?

On these supposed advantages a few reflections &ré
required. The impatient desire to extinguish the military
power of the Vizir exhibits the sort of relation in which the
English government in India wishes to stand with its allies:
It exhibits also the basis of hypoerisy,on which that govern
ment has so much endeavoured to build itself, The Nawaub
wasstripped of hisdominions; yet thingswere placed in suc
a form, that it might still be affirmed he possessed them:

With regard to the alleged pecuniary advantages, th¢
case was this. An obligation was contracted to defen
and govern a country, for only part of its revenues.
quegtion is, whether this can ever be advantageons. Th¢
Company’s experience, at least, has been, that the cout™
tries of India can, under their administration, hardly eve®
yield so much-as the cost of defence and governmen®
That it is injustice and robbery to take from any peOst'
under the pretext of defending and governing them, mor®
than the lowest possible sum for which these services
be performed, needs no demonstration, .

The necessity, perpetually exposed to view, of defendit8
Oude, as a barrier to the Company's frontier, is a fallac)"
When the Company received the taxes paid by the Peo}‘la
of Oude, and pledged themselves for their good defence
and government, the people of Oude became British s2"
Jects to all intents and purposes; and the frontier of OUd®
became the Company’s frontier, The question then 1%
whether it was best to defend a distant, or a proxim®
frontier. For the same reason that the Company t,oﬂd
Oude for a frontier, they ought to have taken Delhi beyo?
it ; after Delhi, another province, and after that anothe
without end. Had they defended the frontier of Ben .
and Bahar, leaving the province of Oude as they left th
country beyond it, would not the nearer frontier have
easier to defend than the one more remote! If the gred
difficulty of defending the more distant frontier of oud®
consumed all the money which was obtained from 08
Wwas there in that case any advantage? If it consuil
more than all the money which was obtained from it,
there not in that case a positiveloss? The means are BY

! Papers, ut supra, v. 14, 15,
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Ay

: us of exhibiting the loss in figures; but the BOOK VI.
B.!‘l!;ish legislature, which by a solemn enactment pro- cmar.1x.
hibited all extension of frontier, as conirary both to the
_ Interest and the honour of the British nation, had declared 1801,
ﬂ Orehand that money was only a part of the loss.
| e Governor-General’s pretensions, raised on the bad-
| 1985 of the native government, seem to be overthrown by

8 acts.  If this was incorrigible, while the country re-

Mained in the hands of the Nabob, why, having it com-
" Pletely in his power to deliver the people of Oude from &
|
|

Misery which he delights to describo as unparallelsd, did

. ® Governor-General leave a great part of the country

- With the people in it, to be desolated and tortured by this

hatefq] system of misrule? If it was corrigible, as he

Sontradicts himself immediately by saying it wis, and by

ging himself in his letter to the home authorities “to

9d severy practicable degree of security for the lives

DProperty of the Vizir's remaining subjects,” there was

: 0? OCcasion for wresting from the Vizir the greater part

.18 dominions, under the plea, and that the single,

fary plea, that any improvement of the intolerable

e ooof government, while the country remained in his

Mdy, wag altogether impossible, .

[ truth ought never to be forgotten, which the

&e"‘-‘n?or-ﬁeneml here so eagerly brings forward; That

th Misery, produced by those native governments which

Ya Smpany upholds, is misery produced by the Com-
;,y i and sheds disgrace upon the British name,!

o oM his first arrival in India, the Governor-General

g cherished the idea of paying an ealy visit to the

i bior and more distant parts of the provinces more

st ediately subject to his authority ; but the circum-

Ml:ceﬁ which had required his presence at Caleatta or

Y28, had till now postponed the execution of his

of o0 Part of his object was to ascortain the real effects

‘ the Company’s government upon the prosperity of the

of try, upon the wealth, industry, morals, a‘ud happiness

| the population ; and to acquire a knowledge of the

i
Thi eentiment is expressed by Mr. Henry Wellesley, in his acconnt of the
Y;g%f“ of the negotiation ¢ Jetter to the Governor-General, dated Tth Jannary,
q.habers, ut sapra, dv. 86, 1t 15 saveral times expressed by Colonel Scolt,
Ay in his conversations with the Vizir, during the conrse of the nego=
| i Bee papera, vol. 1ii. passim
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ra &
"VE character of the people, and of their modes of thinking
cnar.1x. all more perfectly than, without personal inspection, hLe
regarded as possible. The design was laudable. B}lt &
short reflection might have convinced him, thal, 1 @
progress of a few months, a great part of which was spent
on the river, all the observations which he, incapacitate!
from mixing with the natives, both by his station, and bis
language, was-in a situation to make, were so very fow an
partial, that they could form a just foundation for f?_“'
useful conclusions ; and only exposed him, if he was in°
clined to over-rate them, to be more easily duped by the
men through whose eyes it behoved him to see, and OF -
whom he was still compelled to rely for all his inform®
tions To learn the effects of a government upon a peop'®
and to ascertain their temper and modes of thinking ¥
personal observation, requires long, and minute, and €x
tensive intercourse. What, in the compass of & feW
weeks, or months, can a man collect, respecting these 1=
portant circumstances, by looking, from his barge, or b
palanguin, as he proceeds along, and at one or two of the
principal places conversing in state with a small number
of the leading men, eager not to salute his ears or his €ye3
with an opinien or a fact, but such as they expect W}H
minister to his gratification? What a man, in these ¢I”
curnstances, is sure to do, is, to confirm himself in all the
opinions, right or wrong, with which he sets out; and the
more strongly, the higher the value which he attachéf to
the observing process he is then performing. W hat: Wi
to be expected, therefore, accurately happened ; the G0
vernor-General saw none but admirable effocts of tho
Company’s admirable government; and if those of 188
opposite sort had been ten times as many as they e
they would all have been equally invisible to his eyes:
surveying a country, it is not easy to form sound opinion®
even when the means of observation are the most P& +h
and full: in India, the Company’s servants, setting ﬂl_lt w
strong anticipations, and having means of obgervation
most scanty and defective, have commonly seen such
only, as it was their desire and expectation to see tod

Other advantages, which the Governor-General expe¢ )
to realize by his presence in the different parts of t!;f
provinees, Wiare, an increased attention to the discharg®
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. —r-ditties, in the various local ministers of government, BOOK VL
“vil ang military, who would thus be more sensibly con- ciar. 1x.
Vinced of the vigilant inspection which was maintained
over them ; and, a new degree of confidence and satisfac-  '*0- s

°t, With respect to their government, in the body of the
People, thus made to see with their eyes the solicitude
WIbh which the conduct of those who commanded them
W48 watched, But the circumstance which most strongly
UPerated upon the mind of the Governor-General, at the
e when he resolved to commence his Jjourney, was, the
“f_ft’;ct Which his departure, with the declared intention of
"‘lmting Oude, was expected to produce in accelerating the

~ Ubmission of the Vizir to the demands with which he
Pressed, Preparations were made for the commence-

Hmeng of t)e voyage on the river early in July, 1801 ; but
“Wing to the delay of the despatches expected from Eu-
*Ope, and other causes, it was the 15th of August before
he was enabled to embark. It was on the 1&th, in a
couneil held on board the yacht at Barrackpore, that Mr,
Peke (the (lommander-in-Chief having preceded the

4 O¥ernor-General in this excursion) was chosen, during
he bsence of the Head Ruler, Vice-President of the
licil, and Deputy Governor of Fort Willism. On the

0 "4 of Beptember, the Governor-General was at Monghir.

I the 14th of November, at the time of ratifying the

lge“t)’, he was on the Ganges, near Benares, And on the

of January, 1802, he was met at Cawnpore by the

*Waub Vigir, who had left his capital to do him homour
€ ceremony of anticipation.!

th ¢ Governor-Geneval resolved to soothe the mind of

1 € Nawaub, under the mortifying sacrifices to which he had

Stely heen compelled to submit, by the studied display of

onal respect; as well for the purpose of substituting

D@%&umh]g to painful feelings, as for that of moulding

1 S inclination to the compliances which yet remained to

@ exacted of him. He abstained accordingly from solicit-

g hig mind on those subjects, till he had made, as he

mneeive(L a very favourable impression upon it.* Soon

T they had arrived at Lucknow, the Governor-General

Wested g private conference with his Excellency, and
#4¥0 him intimation of the acts which he was expected to
VOLP:T”' ut supra. v. M—I7, p 3 Despatches, il. 672.— W,

Coy
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L perform. These were, the immediate dischar,

. arrear of the augmented subsidy, amounting to twenty-one

lacs of rupees; the immediate reduction of his Excellency’s
military establishment to the scale described in the treaty
an exchange of one of the new districts for the purpose 0%
removing an interruption in the line of the (ompany®
frentier ; the regular payment of the pensions to his rela”
tives and dependants ; the reform, on a plan to be givet
by the English, of the government within his reservet
dominions; and the concentration of the British forcé
which was to be employed within those dominions, ab 8
cantonment in the vicinity of Lucknow. For obedienct
on most of these points, the Vizir was prepared, either PY
inclination, or his knowledge of the inability of resistance:
For' the payment of arrears he only requested time; 81"

could not help expressing his opinion, that neither 1o
gessity nor utility required the concentration of the Britis

force at Lucknow. The object of principal importatt

was, the introduction of a better government in his ¥
duced dominions. On this subject, the Nawaub profess

that his opinions coincided with those of the British ruleT
but complained that he was not possessed of sufiicien?
authority, within his dominions, to carry any of his owh

i

designs into effect. On this subject, he manifested great

reluctance to explain what he meant. When exp]:maﬁiﬂn
was obtained from him, it appeared that he was gn].led by
the interference of the Resident, and made this last effort
to obtain such an exemption from that restraint, as wot
have destroyed, says the Governor-General, “that degre?
of interference and eontrol which is indispensably neee=:
sary for the support of the Brifish influence in Oude and
would have rendered nugatory that stipulation of the
treaty which provides for the security of the British infi”
ence over the measures of his Excellency's administrd”
tion.” It also appeared, that he was desirous of & chavE®
of the Resident, who was personally disagreeable to BIF
But on no one of these points did the determination®
the Governor-General admit of any relaxation, In these
cireumstances, the Nawaub, whether disgusted with 18
situstion, or in the spirit of stratagemn, renewed his reque?
for permission to absent himself on a pilgrimage, and
leave his government in the hands of his second S0%



o

Approving this design, he gave him assurance that he cuar, 1x.

Would not oppose it; and expressed the highest indigna-
tion when the Nawaub, as in distrust, betrayed afterwards
an inclination to render the payment of arrears a condition

ependent upon compliance with this request.!
As an introduction to the measures which he designed
to Propose for improving the government of the Nawaub's
Ominions, the (overnor-Gleneral held up to his view,
What he regarded as the causes of the existing evils. The
abuseg ariging from the employment of a licentions soldiery
M executing the business of government among the people,
Were onee more displayed, but chiefly with intent to de-
Clare, that for this evil a remedy, in the annibilation-
Teform, was alveady applied. Of all the evils which
Yelmained ; evils, which the Governor-General had repre-
86nted s so enormous that nothing less than the abdica-
tion of the sovereign, or the complete transfer of all his
Property into the hands of the Company, could suffice for
Bir cure, the causes, according to his enumeration, re-
Uced themselves to two ; First, “ The want of a judicial
Ministration for the protection of the lives and property
S the subjects, for the detection and punishment of
Mley, for the redress of grievances, and for the adjust-
= et of disputed claims;” Secondly, “The abuses pre-
a’fhll_g in the administration of the revenues —arising,
l'mclptl;{ly, from the destructive practice of anticipating
€ Tevenues, of assigning the charge of the collections to
'Sons who offer the highest terms, or the largest amount
Aunl}zzemna; from the uncertain tenure by which the
vi HMils hold the charge of their respective districts; the
W Mation of the engagements contracted between the
Whils, Zemindars, under-renters, and ryots, the arbitrary
of Oppressive exactions which pervade the whole system
- the reyenue, through every gradation, from the Aumil
, the ryot ; the defective and injudicions constitution of
® Whole systen of revenue; and the injurious mode of

hla.king the collections.” * { -
> By these, the very words; in eonjunction with the acts,
the Governor-General, we are given to understand, that
Ad judicial, and a bad taxing system (excepting the

! Papers, ut supra, v. 20—25. 2 Tbid, v. 25, 26,

1801,
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Army, the only causes of evil in Oude,) are quite

< to render a government the scourge and desolation of a

country, and to make the submersion of such a govern-
ment, both in name and in reality, but at any rate in
reality, if not also in name, a duty imperionsly demanded
at the hand of whoever has the power to bring it about.
When, however, the Governor-General manifested &
sensibility of such uncommon strength (and on such a
subject the sensibility of a man is naturally in proportion
to the united strength of his moral and intellectual vir-
tues) to the unbounded evils which spring from defective
systems of law and taxation, it is vemarkable that he
did not turn his thoughts to the effects produccd by the
systems of law and taxation of which he himself super-
intended the administration. Tt is declaved, in the strong-
est and most explicit terms, by several of the Company’s
gervants, best acquainted with Indian affairs, in their
examination before the House of Commons, in 1806, that,
not in respect to army, judicature, or taxation, was the
situation of Ouds, though viewed with such horror by the
Governor-General, more unfavourable, than that of other
native governments of India; with which it might truly

_ be regarded as upon a level.' The government of Bengal,

before it passed into the hands of the English, had been
distingunished among the governments of India for its vices
rather than its virtues. Yet we have seen it declared, and
put upon record, by the most experienced servants. of the
Company, in their solemn official reports, that in their
opinion the new systems of judicature and taxation, so
laboriously, and so disinterestedly introduced hy the
English government, had not improved, but had rather
deteriorated the condition of the great body of the people?
It is not, however, correct to say, that the Governor
General turned not his attention fo the effects of the
systems of judicature and taxation, the administration of
which it was his business to superintend. He thought of
them quite sufficiently ; but he was altogether deceived:
It was perfectly impossible for him to see with his oW
eyes what was sufficient to convince a mind, imp

Both by anticipation and interest with other notions, that

!'See the Minnted of Evidence on the Onde Charge, p. 32, 35, 49, 63, T4.
2 See ol vi. pussim.



e T and he was daily assured by those whose antici- cuae. .
tations and interests were similar to his own, and who
#aid their court by speaking opinions calculated to please, 1802
Uxa.t, the effects produced were all excellent ; he, therefore,
“slieyed that they were all excellent, and assured the home
Withorities, that ho had been enabled to ascertain, by
“2tual observation on his Journey, that they were all ex-
eﬁllent, and that in the highest degree. He concluded

erefore, most conscientiously, that nothing happier could
~'® done for the people of Oude, than to assimilate their
Stuation as nearly as practicable to that of the people in

mpany's provinces.

From the specimens of the loose, and defective, and
"nﬁological language of the Governor-General, exhibited

- his gtatement of the sources df evil in the government

* Oude, the intelligent reader will perceive in what ob-
 ®avity on the subjects of judicature and taxation, the

- ™0d “of that ruler remained; and how crude and in-

: " olent were the ideas which, upon these subjects,

{ nm‘ted iu his brain. He had nothing further to recom-
T‘Fd than, First, on the subject of judicabure, to establish

. Hiet courts, and a genoral court of appeal and control,

g 0 the plan of the district courts, and the courts of
“lder Dewannee, and Nizamut Adaulut, in the Com-

§ V'8 dominions ; and, secondly, on the subject of taxa
b to give the district in charge to persons of undoubted

,‘I:actar and qualifications, to pay those persons by a

> and make their further protits depend upon the

E}nantation of their ecollections; to continue them in

..‘.u“‘ office while their behayiour yielded satisfaction; to

el them, through the courts of justice, to fulfil their
ements with the middlemen, and the middlemen to
lﬁt:-theh- engagements with one another, and with the

Ty
o
. Mong with the establishment of courts of justice, the
E}"‘"‘ﬂnbﬁeneml gtated, also, the necessity of “an effi-
; N:‘lt 8ystem of police, calculated to secure the apprehen-
| of offoriders, for the purpose of bringing them to
1o e And he did not prescribe conformity with the
{1, “toe of the Company in matters of detail, for which
Yeferred the Nawab to the advice of the Resident,
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by

" because matters of detail must he said, be regulated o‘f

cmap. 1x. local circumstances, and adapted to the constitution ©

1802,

the government, and the actual condition of the people:
. How little security for an improvement of the gDVem‘
ment these changes afforded, it requires but a feoblt
insight into the springs of human affairs, sufficiently ¥
discern. He would appoint new officers of justice al™
police ; but where was any security that they would per
form their duty, and not multiply, by the abuse of theil
powers, the evils they were intended to extinguish? 4
appears that the Governor-General was ignorant how ¢©
letely the English systems of law and taxation wer
unprovided with securities for the protection of the pe&
ple, notwithstauding the superior intelligence and E"Oi
intention of the English government itself. For prever;
ing the gatherers and farmers of the taxes from t g
usual exactions and oppressions, the Governor-Gene™
trusted entirvely to the courts of justice ; bub unless he
ficient securitics were created in the constitution © ey
courts, and code of law, the officers of justice would 1o
become the sharers and protectors of every pro b |
crime. .
Though it appears that the Governor-General bad ve¥,
little knowledge of what properties are required in 1
tems of judicature, and of taxation, to prevent * s :
from ensuring the misery of the people; yet, of |
security, he gives a just conception: “The rights of P t
perty, of all deseriptions of landholders, should be deﬁﬂ"é !
and the definition of those rights should form the ‘;1“; '
of adjudication”> When he mentions Iandlords, of cO™y
it is not exclusively. He means not that the rights
that class of men should have the protection of law ; Fug
the rights of other men be left the sport and prey @ ou;,l
bitrary will. He means that the rights of all men sh o
be accurately defined. And he would allow, that nob an’
their rights but their obligations should be defined, W4 |
alone the violations of them can be effectually supP* ™ 4
These definitions, he would, in like manner, allow ot'SM'
by all means, to be made known to every individual ¥ @

they concern, that is, the whole community ; 1;‘1:{1;"““

words, they should be formed into a book, and e
! Papers, ut supra, v. 25, 26. 2 Tuid. v, o 26

s ]

{
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PICTIONS IN THE GOVERNOR'S VIEWS.

53

Q&tcc'l and taught.! But when the Governor-Gene- BOOK VI.

*al expressed his conviction of the great importance of cmar. Ix.

fmbodying Jaw in accurate definitions, that is, in a’well-
Sonstructed code ; in what degree was it unknown to him
that this indispensable requisite to the good administra-
100 of justice was, over the greater part of the field of
W, alfogether wanting in the provinces which he governed,
aud eyen in his native country itself 12
.5; Tt may be useful to some persons to see, What real good sense, without the
s Of systematic inquiry, hus tanght on this subject in a remarkable age and
UBLYY. Suyiere xad' by Tpomoy, w arlpes AByraor, & Zohwr Tous Vopovs g
:;“\.ﬂﬁ kedever Tefevat;. o oo - 10 €06 1 TePL TP OPTOIN EXACTOV FOMLOS, KoL 40 TOUS
HTas i Touro TAPATTY, KAl TOL) TV drarras €wloTwy TOVS POROVS eAaTTON

;_7."“‘" adha Fagw ) TarTa avayrmras kac paler drde kas capn Ta ducasa, ka
PO Tourey ye ercradey exd Bey Twr y KaL T

e pare
AXOVErgg

var' Tourord ev Toig u;n\;;—mmc ARy TR, I»; dkaoTod v,
wodAoxis, Kot kot oX0ANY oxalapepos, a avp xar Sikaie Kot oy
POTa, rayra W:ml)rm. l}e‘g‘usl?'l. ean'fm Leptinem: Reiske, 1. 485, The
l‘lireumemnccu ligre pointed out, on the authority of Solon, are, first, clearness,
Smplicity, and certainty in the laws; so great, that any private man may be
rowell equainted with them, as little liable to sustain any evil by his igmo-
}:"‘“‘ of them, as the man who makes them the study of his life: Secondly,
Bt the mest effectunl means should be taken to muke every man fully ac-
{ainted with the laws, by cxposing them, in ferms, to public view, even
eusctment, and making them be read by the public reader, in the con-
ETegations or assemblies,
iy L HEV OVp mpoaer Tous opfus Keyrevous, boa evdexerat, wavra Siopi-
sﬁl VS, Kar BT eAaIOTO KaTaAfITEF €FL TOIS KALPOVOL WPMTOK jev, OTh
Teiy g o ®aL ohiyous, paoy, 1 soAhovs ou dp 7ag xkau Suvagerovs vouobe-
i Katbucadow, Brad, . per vopofeota ex wohAou Xpovoy oxefapcrant
w"“;m' a1 8¢ kpuoras ef Droyvion, dore yahoror avobiforal 1o Bicawoy Kat TO
Bl PLROK Kakuws Tous rpwrovras. To 8¢ warrwy peyiorow, 61 % per Tou vopo-
EPis, ou gove popos, ovre wepe Twr maporTwy ahha mept peAlorTwy TE
Puajag v eore 68 oechncuaots, kol Siaoras, vl wepy waporTwy kar afee
*m’m Kplrouad' mpos obs kay 70 ke vl Kar 70 Rigewr, Kat To oy ovs-
BAN S UMIpYTAL moAakis' eyaTe ke Supagfas Bewpery lkavws 1o alijlies,
Ne “'WKM‘uvm kpioes 7o biov yiv 1 Avermper,  Arist. Rhetor, 1ib. 4. eap. 1,
thiy Proposition hore is, That a system of law, to be good, must defing overy
uy 1o, Susceptitle of definition, within the field of law and leave as little
ible to the Judges. Three reasons are annexed: First, that i is
iakiy 10 find ane or two men, provided with the wisdom necessary for the
Perty B OF laws, than to find o moltitude = Secondly, that legisiation is fo be
mur l'?ad cautivusly and deliberately ; judication must be performed npon the
o 4 of the oceasion, and expeditiously, which takes from judges the power
the Jagr 8 Becurately the Timits of ntility snd justice: Thirdly, the decision of
OBislator, and that is the most fmportant consideration of all, is notabont
e Wlitre, and casen present {0 the senses; bub about gorers, and cases yot ta
sepp o Whereas the decision of the judge is sbout particulars, and things pre-
Whi 1o the senses; things to which bis paasions are spt to bo linked, and by
g Ch hig interests are apt to be affected: in such a manner, that his discern-
ar “tibf lzht and wrong is obsenred, by the mtervention of what Is agreeabls
1o himsell.
"ﬂn-rh !engthlé;md review of the megotiations with Onde avolds, with some
inee b Of eundonr, their most important feature, the political necessity of the
W PR afopted, It ws too late to inguire by what msaas the kind of cons
T},e"m Which hul been formed with the princos of this country had grown up.
e, 194 Become dependants upon the English government, their principality
Bhonyy 5 el part of the British empire; was it to be suffered that this part
°‘lh4.-d B8 & santoo of weakness instead of strength; that its rulers should Lo
1 of distrusy and fear instend of reliance ? It was undsniable that thetr

1802.
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Having accomplished all the measures to which his

aiar, 1x. notions of reform for Oude were extended, the Governor:

1802,

very existence was the fruit of British forbearance and protection. Tt yus 8
any time in the power of the English government to annihilate their Nawab
Vizirs, and had their support been withdeawn those princes must have fallefl
victims to the superior strength and ambition of the Malrattas, To have PEF=
mitted this would, however, bave brought » dangerons enemy close to i
English frontiers, whilst it would have added to th ir means of inflicting i1
jury. The entire command of the resources of Oude was therefore, and moS
ever be, a legitimate object of British pulicy, and an equitable return for o8t
1 rotection and forbearance. The resources of Oude were, however, una 1=
able as long as they were mismanaged ; they were worse than nnavallables
they were hurtful, That the Nawab Vizir could not waintain an effective body
of troops was not matter of conjecture but of experience. Sedut Al bad bist
self declared that no trast could be placed in them if Zempon Shal invade:
Hindustan, and on the oceasion of Vizir Ali's insurrection they had sh nat
more disposition to Jain than to oppose him, It was evident, therofort, l.’h
the military foree of Oude must be entirely under the control of the
Government. The Governmeut well knew that troops, to be cffective, L hat
paid : the incorrigible improvidence of Asiatic princes rendered it cortain ith
the treasury of Lucknow would not long furnish the pay of the army froes
punctuality, and the only source upon which reliance coald be placed, was part
assignment of part of the revenues of the principality, or in other “m'mhf
of the principality itself. It is objected to this in the text, that we “"md
undertook the defence of the whole with the rovenues of a part; if st
revenues were sifficient the objection is without force, and that tht‘f‘n”',
deemed suficient follows from the extent of the Government demand. ;
theniselves indicated what they wanted. The same object, the safety and ‘r?’-
perity of the whole state, considering Oude as a part of the whole statc, ™

an independent and separate state, required the interposition of she supre i
anthority, even in the civil government of the province. It is the duty
interest of the British empire that Oude should be prosperous, New it 1% very
trun that the shortestand simplest mode of providing for the good goverdt X
civil as well as military, of Oude, would have been the assumption of the *”“:
authority, and ppression of the expensive, aud, sometimes, uni ﬁ_
able machinery of a ruling dyvasty of native princes. It may be doubt®
howover, if the abrupt supersession of Sadut Ali by an English l'uneﬁoﬂ'"{
would hyve been more consonant with English notions of justice and motCh,
tion than the abstraction of a part only of his demintons, and his enfo st
grdination to the will of the Government, The title, the station, snd many 0LF )
privileges and powers of his place were still left to the Nawab Vigir, aid, at
subsequent period, he had been gratified by the title of king. This is mo%

. than & bare title, and if the anthority that it implies be judiciously snd ‘.&

exproised, it may be exercised for all the purposes of civil adininistration ‘“M
out any eontrol from the British Government. That it will be so exerciser’ g
any length of time is very unlikely; and the Interference of the IHN“’“MU.
etate will, therefore, be still required. That interference, however, I8 7
Justifinble upon the principle that the degres of independence loft to the kit
of (rude i3 matter of sufferance, and that it must be still more limited, of of
gether extinguished, whenever the interests of the British empire in Indis, .
which it is & constituent part, clearly demand its curtailment or su ;
That the mede in which !g: negotintion was carried on was, in some I‘MP:":
oljectionable, may be sdmitted. The real charseter of the transaciion 1oy
eoerclan.  Sadut All was compellod relonctantly to agree to loss of .'
misd diminution of power.  Still this merit may be claimed for the atten‘ll’“w
Eﬂnrw his aequisscence, that they weve intended to be less grating 10
aliigs than o stern and arrogant demand of his submission would have hﬁ
The Intention was not disappointed, and Sadnt Ali no doubt found some ¢ONET
atis for his Inapaived dignity in the contamplation of the sirnggles e s
méde to avert the catastrophn, A very shorttime after the business had Wi:
Eitled ho seems to have been resonciled to Lis fate, and to have been hoppy
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tted Lucknow at the end of February, and 7
tiled’ to Benares, on his way to Calcutta. He had cnar.x.
:'PPOmted the agents of the Bhow Begum to meet him
here, fop the adjusbment of certain claims, which she 1802
Preferred, both against the Vizir and the English govern-
. ent. Byt he was still obliged to defer the deoision. A
:’f‘f“m_ﬂtanca had occurred with regard to the Begum,
o ¢h is ton intimately connected with other proceedings
the English government in Oude, not to require %o be
Shortly adduced. While the negotiations were proceeding
With the Visir, the Begum had formally tendered to the
glish government an offer to constitute the Company
her heir. Tho object of the Begum in this determination
Was 1o gecure herself completely, by the protection of
f:he English government, against the exactions to which
508 was exposed at the hand of her grandson. Against
this disposal of her property, however, the law of the
| Oountl‘-y, and the law of nations, interposed ; it being an
:ﬂtabhahod pringiple of Mohammedan jurisprudence, that
jee Sovereign is legal heir to the property of all his sub-
‘:gs H an'd the Governor-General acknowledging “the justice
| Policy of preventing the transfer of individual pro-
m- by gift or testament, to a foreign state.” He de-
ined, however, to accept the legacy, and reasoned in
ax:;“r of his determination in the following words: “The
whjm rank of the Begum, and the superior relation in
ch she stands towirds his Excellency the Vizir, are cir=
ﬂub‘a ces which distinguish her condition from that of a
| ’w-i}jlect Possessing no rights of property independent of tho
OF his despotic sovereign : She derives her title to her
| Sent possessions from the same source from which his

the
wm'{'lﬂ“‘ Blijorment of the amusemonts of royalty and the accumulstion of
Somg 8e Lord Valentia's Travels, vol. I, ;
Teagons OF the commments of the text npon Lard Wellesloy's general or special
Smeyy, 50 8re niot undeserved. His Lordship, Jike Warren lastings, was
HMogg gt 490 fond of writing. He who writes of talks much will say or write
Hnwm'““ I necessury —something that had better have becn left unsald or
. Fewer words would have boen mors than enough to have cone
thoy or&‘dﬁt Al that the Governur-General, whilst he wished to preserve the
and Mhention to the Nawab's feelings, was determined to efféot his purpose,
AR UKL haye saved his noble correspondent from much of that unfriendly
. um‘ 10 which his voluminons epistles have, not withoul some foundation,
w,n& hhm,  For further illustrations of the Oude negatiations, see the
the l‘!l‘]fn Patehes, vol. fi., ulso the Asiatic Annual Reglater, vol. vili.,, and
: Hettary Debates for 1806.—W.
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'..Excellency derives his title to the musnud; her rights

therefore to dispose of her personal property, in any mai-
ner she may deem expedient, except for purposes injuriots
to the interests of the state, must be admitted —and the
peculiar nature of the connexion subsisting between
Excellency the Vizir and the Honourable Company, 18
ders the Begum’s proposed transfer of her wealth to the
latter, at the period of her decease, wholly unobjectinnﬂbl‘:
with reference to the public interests of the state of Qude:’
The remarkable contrast, between this doctrine relative 0
the property of the Begnm, and the doctrine which WS
promulgated by Mr. Hastings, as the ground on which be
bartered to the late Vizir the liberty of taking it aWe¥
from her, the doctrine too on which that Governor
defended, ay, and acquitted, before the high court of pat
liament,! will not escape the attentive student of Indial
history, to the latest generation. The Glovernor-Gener®
adds ; “The chavacter of his Excellency the Vizir, and ¥
inordinate passion for the accumulation of wealth, j“”tl‘fy
the Begum in seeking timely protection for herself, be¥
family, and dependants, from the effects of his Tixcellend. 2
known views, and sordid disposition.” Recollecting !
geems, the traflic between a predecessor of the Govern?®
(General, and a predecessor of his own, when certain

fits to the Company wers exchanged for a permission
gpoil the Begnm, and other members of the royal faroily’
the Vizir had locked to this quarter, as a source of inder’
nity for the cessions to which he was urged, and had B1g”
nified his disposition to conclude a similar bargain. oo
indignation of the Governor-General is expressed i t'h‘f
following woirds : “The inclination manifested by his E:O
cellency the Vizir, in the form of a conditional assent
Lieutenant-Colonel Scott’s proposal for a territorial 0%
sion, to degrade and despoil the most distinguished €
acters of his family and his court — a design, though U=,
some degree of disguise, particularly directed 10 2
Begum — and his insidious and disgraceful attempt 10 ¢ t
tain the sanction of the British name to such unwar™¥%
able acts of proseription, have given additional weight d
his Lordship’s mind, to the arguments aboye detailed,
have determined his Lordship not only to acgniesoenc®

I Vide supra.
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guii’s proposal to its utmost extent, if it should be BOOK VI,
¥ived on her part; but to encourage her Highness to cHAPR.IX.
Tenew her proposition at the earliest period of time, and
Y every justifiable means”! Such is the language, in 1802
Which Marquis Wellesley treats a conduct, which had been
E“Med by one of his most distingaished predecessors;
éfended, as meritorious, by some of the most powerful
of T’hﬂ public men in England ; and solemnly declared to
1nnocent, by a judicial decision of the High Court of
arliament jtself,
the meantime, the substitution of the forms and
agents of the (ompany’s government to those of the go-
¥ernment of the Vizir was carrying on in the ceded pro-
Vilices, The Governor-General had stated to the home
a’“tlhm'ities, in the letter in which he announced the ratifi-
%ation of the treaty, that the reasons which induced him
Vvest his brother with extraordinary powers for the
:;':Pel’mtvemleuce of this service, were the great difficulty of
| 8 task, the peculiarly appropriate qualifications which
" Wellesley had displayed in the negotiation with the
\ rell:u-" andl the authority which he would derive from his
ha:ilt_mship with himself. And he expressed his “trus
% I the course of a year, or possibly within a shorter
beriod of time, the settlement of the ceded districts might
183]30 far advanced, as to enable him to withdraw Mr. Wel-
| ¥, and Jeave the administration of the country nearly
| Yeag © 8ame form as that of Benares.”* When this letter
i hied the Court of Directors, that body of rulers, pro-

ni‘:;;f their inability, till they received the proper docu-

% o ntﬂ decide upon the means by which the treaty had

the ccomplished, deolared the obligation, under which
ap y‘felt themselves, to lose no time, in condemning the
_Pﬂintment. of My. Wellesley, who was the private secre-
G ¥ of the Governor-General, and belonged nob to the
th%-or Company’s servants as “a virtual supersession of
Di: Just vights” of those servants, whom the Court of
o €Ctors were bound to protect ; and a violation of the
of Parliament which expressly confines the filling up
1
\ ggntlnls‘l‘ucﬂang_ under the signaturs of the Seerotary of the Government,
2sg 3:7,‘“" Wellasley and Colonel 8cott, at Lucknow, under date Monghir,
Tgeienter, [501. Papers. nt supra, iv. 18, 19, ;

on thu(; & Lutter in which he announced the ratification of the treaty, dated

ANges, 14ih of November, 1801, papers, ut supra, v. 14,
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