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BOOK VI.
FROM THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NEW CONSTITUTION FOR 

THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, IN 1784, TO THE TERMINA
TION OF THE WAR WITH THE MAHRATTAS, IN  1805.

(continued.')

C H A P T E R  VI I .
Proceedings in Parliament relative to the renewal of the 

Company's Charter in 1793.— Sir John Shore succeeds 
Lord Cornwallis as Governor-General.— Relations of the 
English Government to the Nizam and the Mahrattas.—
Death of Mhadajee Sindiah. — JFar between the Nizam 
and Mahrattas. — Guarantee of the Treaty o f Alliance. —
Death of the Peshwa, and its Effects. — Treaty fulfilled by 
Tippoo, and the Hostages Restored. — State of Oude.—
Death of the Nabob of Oude, and Succession of his Son. —
The young Nabob dethroned by the English on a charge 
of Spuriousness, and Sa int Ali made Nabob. — Affairs at 
Madras. — Death o f Mohammed Ali.— Lord Hobart 
endeavours to obtain the Transjer o f part o f the Nabob's 
Country. — Dispute between Lord Hobart and the Su
preme Board.— Capture of the Dutch Settlements.

IN 1793, the termination of the period assigned to the B 0 0 I - V I  
exclusive privileges of the Company so nearly ap- CHAp V![ 

proached, that the question of renewing the charter, and ' 
of confirming or changing the present system of govern- 1793. 

VOL. VI. B



infcj could no longer be deferred. People had now so 
ciiap. vn. generally acquired the habit of lifting their eyes to the 

~ management of national affairs ; and equal treatment to 
17yS- all so forcibly recommended itself as the best rule of go

vernment, that the commercial and manufacturing popu
lation were impelled to make an effort, more than usually 
strong for the freedom of the Eastern trade. The prin
cipal places, of manufacture and commerce in the king
dom ; Liverpool, Glasgow, Paisley, Manchester, Norwich, 
Exeter: exhibited combinations of the merchants and 
manufacturers, who passed the strongest resolutions j im
portuned the ministers ] petitioned the legislature j and 
desired to have an opportunity of proving how much the 
real policy of commerce was violated, and the wealth of 
the country kept down, by the monopoly of so large a 
field of trade as that unhappily consigned to the East 
India Company.

The Indian government was so organized, as now very 
well to answer ministerial purposes; it was therefore the 
study of ministers to preserve things as they were. The 
Board of Control and the Court of Directors cast, with 
some skill, the parts which they had respectively to per
form. A committee of Directors was appointed, whose 
business it was to draw up reports upon the subject of the 
Eastern trade, and to answer the arguments of those by 
whom the freedom of that trade was advocated or 
claimed. Three such reports were exhibited. They were 
in the first instance referred to the Committee of the 
Privy Council relating to trade and plantations ; and in 
the proper stage of the business were submitted to the 
House of Commons.

On the 25th of February, Mr. Dundas, in the House of 
Commons, made a display of the pecuniary state of the 
Company. Fortunately for the designs which were in 
agitation, the accounts of receipt and disbursement pre
sented, just at that moment, a balance of a large amount, 
on the favourable side.1 Of this circumstance, the greatest

* / ' '  ' B icker observes 11 If I  were caller] upon to  point out tile period when 
the Company’s finances abroad were in the most prosjierous state, I should 
probably fix on the year 1792-3, for we thc-n possessed an annual surplus nifTi- 
cicnt to liquidate the territorial debt in little more than three years. The ter 
ritonal charge incurred in England was inconsiderable; our possessions were 
more compact and manageable, and more pruducillvc with reference to their

vSTHISTORY OR BRITISH INDIA. H I  1
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possible advantage was taken. Every thing which could BOOK VI. 
be effected by the confident assertions, so potent in per- chap. vii.
suasion, of men of influence and power, was done, to ---------
captivate the general mind with a prospect of Indian pro- J '• 
sperity ; to generate a belief that a great fountain, whence 
a perennial stream of wealth would flow upon the British 
nation, was, by the wisdom of its rulers, secured to them 
in India. Estimates were formed, with all the airs of 
accuracy, or rather of moderation, by which it was made 
to appear, that the surplus, exhibited by the account of 
the year immediately passed, would, in future years, rather 
increase than diminish. And with profound solemnity an 
appropriation, as if for perpetuity, was proposed, of a 
largo superabounding sum, which would, it was said, be 
annually received from India. The eyes of men wor e suc
cessfully dazzled; and when Mr. Dundas called out to 
them, “ Will you stop the tide of so much prosperity for 
untried theories 1” those who knew but little either about 
the theory or the practice of the case, that is, the greater 
number, were easily made to believe, that there was a great 
certainty of securing what they were told was the actual 
influx of wealth, if they persevered in the present course ; 
a great danger of losing it, if they allowed themselves to 
he drawn, by delusive prospects, into another.

The friend of Mr. Dundas, and, as well from intellect, as 
from office, the advocate of his schemes, Mr. Bruce, the 
historiographer of the Company, says, “ Upon no occasion, 
perhaps, have men’s minds been less prepared for a deci
sion, on a subject of such magnitude and importance.” >

extent; ami flu produce and manufactures of India being in great demand in 
tbn west, our remittances could be effected on advantageous terms in commo
dities produced by the labour of an industrious population.” Review of the 
Financial Situation of the F 'st India Company, in 1S21, by Ilenry St. George 
Tucker, p. 29. The surplus revenue of 1792-3 was 1,858,0001., exclnsh e of a 
further sum of 200,000/. received from Tippoo. In 1793-4 it was 1,119.0.10/’,, 
and in 1794-5 it was 1,182,000/. In the following year it declined to 800,000/. 
and in 1796-7 to 240,000/. In 1797-k there was a deficit which continued to 
prevail for several years. Ibid. p. 13. The expectations suggested by the sur
plus of 1792-3 were therefore precipitately entertained, although, as has !,.■ 
sufficiently proved by subsequent events, the revenues of India, when carefully 
administered, have been always more than adequate to the expenses of the 
government in time of peace.—W.

1 Report on the Negotiation between the Hon • . ible East India Company 
and the Public, respecting the renewal of the Company's exclusive Priviieco of 
Trade, for Twenty Years, from March, 1794. bv John lirucc, Esq. M.P.,
F R.S., Historiographer to the Honourable East India Company, p, 13.

■ e°lfcX
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s, indeed, true, that the people were deplorably ignorant 
chap. vii. of the history and management of their East India
---------- affairs ; and it was, on this account, the more easy to make

1793. them throw themselves, with blind confidence, upon the 
assertions of men, whose knowledge was presumed from 
their situation and pretensions.

An annual surplus of 1,239,241?. from the revenues and 
Commerce of India, after paying the Company’s Indian 
charges of every description, was assumed. Of this mag
nificent sum, the following distribution waa to be made.
In the first place, as most due, it was proposed, that 
500,000?. should be annually appropriated to liquidate the 
debt of the Company contracted in India. But in tho 
next place, it was patriotically determined, that 500,000?. 
should be annually given to the nation, as a tribute from 
its Indian dominion. With regard to the remainder of the 
grand surplus, it was represented, by the Indian minister, 
as no more than equitable, that the meritorious proprietors <■ 
of East India stock should not be forgotten. He recom
mended an increase of dividend from eight to ten per cent.
By this, 10,000?. more of the annual surplus would be 
absorbed. A circumstance, which might have excited 
suspicion, but which appears to have been perfectly guilt
less of any such disagreeable effect, was this ; that, amid 
all these promises of wealth, the Company was in want of 
pecuniary assistance ; and was to receive immediate au
thority for raising what was equivalent to a loan of 
2,000,000?. I t was not indeed to be called a loan. The 
name of a loan, associated with the idea of poverty, was at 
this time to be avoided; The Company were to be em
powered to add 1,000,000?. to their capital stock, which, 
being subscribed, on the faith of a dividend of ten per 
cent., at 200 per cent., produced to the Company’s trea
sury a sum of 2,000,000?. By this, it was said, the Com
pany’s bond debt in England would be reduced 1,500,000?.
The dividend upon this new capital would exhaust 
100,000?. more of the surplus revenue. Of the appropria
tion of the remainder, which, to show accuracy, and 
because even small sums are of great importance, was 
carried to the last degree of minuteness, it would here, 
however, be out of place to render any account.

After some affectation of discord between the Board of



'G&iffiyr and the Court of Directors, Mr. Dundas having BOOK VI. 
pretended in parliament to believe it possible that the cha p . v ii.
Company might decline to petition for the renewal of their ---------
charter on the terms which the minister desired to impose, 1793. 
the petition of the Company was presented to the House 
of Commons, and taken into consideration on the 23rd of 
April.

I t was, to some of the opposing members, a source of 
complaint, when a measure, on which interests of so much 
importance depended, and about which so profound an 
ignorance prevailed, was to be considered and determined, 
that a committee, to collect and to communicate informa
tion, had not, as on former occasions, preceded the deci
sion, for which a call upon the legislature was now about 
to be made. Such a committee, by which ministerial pur
poses were most likely at the present moment to be 
thwarted than served, the ministers represented as alto
gether unnecessary ; because, there was no material cir
cumstance, they asserted, relating to India, about which 
there was not sufficient information, in the valuable and 
numerous documents, which they had communicated to 
the House.

The speech of Mr. Dundas displayed and recommended 
the projected plan. In all the great and leading par
ticulars, the scheme which had been introduced by Mr.
Pitt’s bill of 1784, and better adapted to ministerial or 
national purposes by the amendments or declarations of 
succeeding acts, remained without alteration.

The powers of the Board of Control, and of the Court 
of Directors, were established on the same footing, on 
which they had been placed by the declaratory act of 
1788. The powers of the Governor-General and his 
Council, of whom was composed the supreme organ of 
government in India, with the powers of the Governors 
and Councils at the subordinate presidencies, remained 
as they had been established by the set of 1784, and the 
amending act of 1786. The monopoly of the Eastern 
trade was still secured to the Company. The appropri
ations recommended by Mr. Dundas, of a supposed surplus 
of revenue, were dressed in the formalities of law. The 
increase of dividend, and the increase of capital, were 
authorized. And the lease of the exclusive privileges 
was renewed for a term of twenty years.

K&n 1st
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Only two alterations were introduced, of sufficient im- 
chap. vu. portance to require statement and explanation.
— ——  When the bill of Mr. Pitt entered the lists against that

1/9'h of Mr. Fox, the ground of patronage was the field of con
tention. On this it was, that, as the demerit of the one 
was to suffer defeat, the merit of the other was to he 
crowned with victory. On the part, therefore, of Mr. 
Pitt, Mr. Dundas, and their party, was required, either 
the reality, or in place of the reality, the affectation, of a 
sort of horror at the enormity of increasing ministerial 
influence. To evade objections from this source, objec
tions which they themselves had raised to such a height 
of importance, it was arranged, on the introduction of the 
plan, that no salary should be annexed to the duties of the 
Board of Control. These duties were to be executed by 
Members of His Majesty’s Privy Council, who had good 
emoluments, on some other score, and so little to do for 
them, as to be very well paid for discharging the duties of 
the Board of Control into the bargain. This make-shift, 
unless it bo contemplated in the light of a trick, to amuse 
the spectators till their attention relaxed, when paid func
tionaries of the usual sort might be quietly introduced, is a 
species of burlesque on legislation. To attach to one office 
a s alary whoso magnitude is out of all proportion to the 
duties; next to create another office, with ample duties 
but no salary ; aud then to jumble both sets of duties 
however boterogeneous, into one set of hands, exhibits a 
singular contrast with the rule of securing every service 
by its own appropriate reward ; and paying no more for 
any service, than the performance of the service strictly 
demands. The time was now' come, when the same 
aversion to patronage was not necessary to he displayed.
I t was therefore enacted, that a salary, to ho paid by the 
Company, should he annexed to the office of certain of the 
Commissioners of the India Board ; and that, in the ap
pointment of those Commissioners, the circle of the Privy 
Council should no longer be the boundary of His Majesty’s 
choice.

The second alteration regarded the Indian trade. As 
ay expedient, for softening Hio opposition of the commer
cial bodies, it was devised, that the Company should afford 
annually not less than 3,000 tons of shipping, in which

{[( f  j») (fiT
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jHsfv^Ee-Tndividuals might on their own account traffic BOOK VI. 
with India, subject to the restriction of not exporting chap. t o .
military stores, or importiug piece goods, and subject also ----------
to the restriction of lodging imports in the Company’s 1593- 
warehouses, and disposing of them at the Company’s 
sales.

In adducing motives for the approbation of these mea
sures, Mr, Dundas was successful and unsuccessful: unsuc
cessful in offering any reasons which can now satisfy an 
enlightened inquirer, but completely successful in offering 
reasons which satisfied the bulk of his auditory. He 
began with what he knew to be a favourite topic for a 
British Parliament—the wisdom of contempt for theory.
On this occasion, however, theory was treated by him with 
unusual lenity ; for though Mr. D undas affirmed that the 
theories to which he was opposed did not hold true in 
the case for which he had to provide ; he was not very un
willing to allow that they held good in all other case ;.
The propositions, which Mr. Dundas here vilified by the 
name of theories, were two : the first, that the business of 
government, and the business of commerce, cannot, with 
advantage to the governed, be lodged in the same hands ; 
the second, that freedom is the life of commerce, and 
restraint and monopoly its bane. AVhat argument did 
Mr. Dundas produce to show that these propositions did 
not hold true in the case of India 1 India, said he, has 
hithorto been governed in contempt of them : ergo, they 
do not hold true in^the case of India. Mr. Dundas, it is 
true, asserted also, that India had been governed tcell; 
but “ governed well," in this case, means simply governed, 
and nothing m ore; “ governed,” somehow or other. As
to the quality of the government, besides that ii was tbo
gratuitous and interested assumption, therefore worth 
nothing, of Mr. Dundas, what is the standard of oompari- 
son? India had been governed well, as compared with 
what? As c o m p a re d  with the highest state - f  advantage 
in which human nature is capablo of being placed ? This 
is What Mr. Dundas himself would not have ventured, oven 
in bis boldest moments of affirmation, to state. As compared 
with the ancient Mogul government. ? Was that the mean
ing of Mr. Dundas ? A mighty boast! That the pride of 
British legislation should produce somethiug not quito so.

» (§  )s) (CT
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1 as the despotism of barbarians. And this, even at 

chap. v ii . that time, was a matter of doubt. I t  is, now, something
______  more. If this, however, was the meaning, the logic of the

1 7 9 3 . ministers and of parliament, the one inventing, the other 
assenting, stood as follows: “ India, in the hands of a 
civilized people, has been governed, not quite so badly, 
say the ministers, quite as badly, say other persons, as 
when it was under the despotism of barbarians. Therefore, 
it is true,. that the union of commerce with government, 
and the monopoly of trade, are good things in India.” 
This is a logic by which a man may be helped to a great 
variety of convenient conclusions. AVith Mr. Dundas, the 
Grand Vizir of Constantinople might say : The empire of 
the Sublime Porte is “ governed well; ” ergo, janissaries, 
and the bow-string, are excellent in the empire of the 
Sublime Porte. The above reasoning Mr. Dundas corro
borated by an established parliamentary axiom, which he 
often found of unspeakable utility, that all charge in mat
ters o f government is bad. Allow this, and it followed, 
with undeniable certainty, that all change in the govern
ment of India was bad. On the other hand, if the abso
lute and universal truth of that celebrated axiom should 
be susceptible of dispute, all the oratory which Mr. Dundas 
expended on the topic of change in general, falls, unsup
ported to the ground.

The particular change which his opponents contem
plated, the removal of the government of India from the 
hands of a commercial corporation, would, he said, produce 
the following effects; it would retard the payment of the 
Company’s debts ; it would check the growing commerce 
between the two countries; and it would endanger the alle
giance of India. He asked, if it would be wise to incur so 
much danger for a theory ? With regard to the first two 
of these bare, unsupported assumptions, which ought to 
have passed for nothing, experience has provided tho 
answer. The government has remained as Mr. Dundas 
desired, and the Company, so far from paying its debts, 
has enormously increased them ; it has remained as Mr. 
Dundas desired, and the commerce, instead of increasing, 
has dwindled to a trifle. That in a well-ordered attempt 
to improve tho mode of governing the people of India, 
there was any thing to weaken their allegiance, is so evi-
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V^miti^mtrue, that it is wonderful there should be a le- BOOK VI. 

gislative assembly, in a civilized country, in which, it chap. v ii . 
could be asserted without derision and disgrace. ----------

“All this danger,” said the Indian minister, “ to bo 1?9”- 
incurred for a theory ? ” First, Mr. Dundas’s eagerness to 
escape from theory has not avoided the danger, but realized 
a great part of it. Secondly, when he treats the word 
theory; when all that class of politicians, to which he be
longed, treat the word theory, with so much contempt, 
what is it they mean? Thought:, all application of the 
thinking powers to the business of government, they call 
theory ; every thing, in short, except mechanical trudging 
in a beaten track. In the present case, thought, applying 
the results of experience to the circumstances of India, 
endeavoured to foresee what mode of government would 
be attended with the happiest effects; but if ever thought, 
in consequence of this operation, recommends any thing 
different in government from that which actually exists, 
it is, by Mr. Dundas and his fellows, to receive the name 
of theory, and to be exploded. “ All the good which now 
exists, will you sacrifice it to a theory ? ” When thought 
has accurately weighed the value of that which exists, and 
accurately weighed the value of that which may be got by 
a change; and, after all that is good and evil on both 
sides is maturely considered, pronounces deliberately that 
the second value is greater than the firs t; what is meant 
by asking, whether it is wise to sacrifice so much good to 
a theory 1 Is it not asking us whether it is wise to sacri
fice tho less good to the greater? In such cases the 
answer is, that it is wise, to sacrifice so much good to 
theory. I t is only an abuse of language to express the 
facts in such inappropriate terms.

Mr. Dundas said, that no two persons agreed, in the 
substitutes which were proposed for the present plan.
This, too, however ridiculous, is a standing argument 
against improvement. Yet it is not tho question, whether 
few or many schemes are proposed; but whether any of 
them is  good. I t would be a strange maxim of govern 
ment, that, where a great end is in view, and men have 
different opinions about tho means, in that case all power 
of choice should be extinguished, and things must remain 
ss they are. How numerous soever the opinions, it is

‘ G°feX



1 the business of wisdom to inquire what is b es t; and 
chap. vii. take the most effectual measures for carrying it into happy
--------- execution. I t  is worthy of particular regard, that almost

1793. jji the general arguments of those who oppose the im
provement of political institutions, may thus be traced 
up to one assumption ; viz. That the original condition 
of human beings, the brutal savage state, ought never 
to have been altered; and that all those men who have 
laboured to make human nature what it is, ought to be 
condemned as wicked.

Among his other arguments, or more properly speaking 
his assertions, Mr. Dundas affirmed, that the surplus re
venue in India could not be carried to England, which he 
affectedly called realizing, but by the Company s trade. 
There is nothing, it appears from experience, too absurd to 
pass for an argument in a aristocratical assembly. That 
neither money nor goods could be conveyed from India 
to England, except by the East India Company, was a pro
position which it required no ordinary share of credulity 
to digest. Experience, moreover, has proved, what a 
knowledge of the theory of man would have foretold, that 
there would be no surplus revenue to bring.

Mr. Dundas made use of other assertions. He asserted, 
that free trade would produce colonization ; and that co
lonization would produce the los» of India, Unhappily, it 
it is almost impossible to establish any considerable num
ber of Europeans in Ind ia; because the natives subsist 
upon so little, that the wages of labour are too low to 
enable Europeans to live. If  it were possible, nothing 
would be of so much advantage, both to the people of 
India, and to the people of England.

As a weight to counterbalance the arguments of those 
who pleaded for the separation of the commerce from the 
government of India, and for the dissolution pf the Com
pany, Mr. Dundas delivered it as his old, and, after much 
time and experience, his present and confirmed opinion, 
that, if the patronage of India were added to the other 
sources of the influence of the crown, it would be sufficient 
to ensure to the crown a majority in both houses of par
liament, and would destroy the substance of the constitu
tion, through the medium of its forms. The patronage of 
India was trasferred to the crown. I t was the express

VfiT
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phhpese of the declaratory act of 1788, to place the govern- BOOK VI. 
ment of India fully and completely in the hands of the cha p . v h .
ministers. Is the patronage of the Admiralty Board, the ---------
patronage of the Commander-in-Chief, or that of the Lord 1793- 
Chancellor, less ministerial patronage, because it is by 
these functionaries it is dispensed? Was it possible to 
give to ministers the unlimited power over the govern
ment of India, and not to give the benefit of the patronage 
along with it ?

The two great crimes of which the government in India 
had been accused were ; pillage of the natives, and wars 
of conquest. The present bill, Mr. Dundas asserted, would 
cure these evils. How 1 It had two expedients for that 
purpose : the land-tax was now fixed ; and the Governor- 
General was responsible to parliament.

For annexing salaries to the Board of Control, and en
abling his Majesty to make any body a Commissioner, 
little trouble in search of a reason seems to have been 
thought necessary. AVithout a salary, and without a 
choice of other persons than members of the Privy- 
Council, no body, said Mr. Dundas, could be got who 
would keep the office so long, or attend to its business 
so much, as to be capable of taking a useful part in its 
management. Nine years before, was this incapable of 
being foreseen ? But foresight is theory. When the 
Commissioners of Control were first appointed, there were 
persons who had so much salary, and so little to do for it, 
that they would be very well paid for both services; viz., 
those of the India Board, and those attached to the salary, 
added together. After an additional salary was got for 
the India Commissioners, what was done with the surplus 
salary of those who had too much for the services which 
it was intended to pay 1 Was any of it taken away 1 
No. Why ? To this last question, no answer is re
quired.

By allowing 3000 tons, for private trade, in the Com
pany’s ships, Mr. Dundas took credit for having done 
something considerable in favour of the manufacturers 
and merchants. The source of advantage in private trade 
would bo found in the more expeditious and economical 
methods to which private interests would give birth. By 
subjecting the private trader to the delays and expenses

*( f ) j  1 (fiT
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the Company, Mr. Dundas cut off the possibility of ad- 
chai>. vii. vantage; and the merchants declined to occupy the un- 
---------- profitable channel which he had opened.

1793. j u every one of the particular objects which this bill 
pretended to have in view; the enlargement of British 
commerce, the extinction of debt, and the prevention of 
conquest; its failure, on experience, has proved to bo 
complete.

I t  encountered very little opposition till its third read
ing in the lower house. On that occasion it was furiously 

1 assaulted by Mr. Fox. The House of Commons, he ob
served, had, in the year 1780, proclaimed their solemn 
opinion, that, “ the influence of the Crown had increased, 
was increasing, and ought to be diminished.” In defiance 
of this alarming declaration, in violation of the solemn 
protestations with which the nation were amused, upon 
the first introduction of the present system of Indian 
government, a new lot of influence was avowedly created. 
This -was little. The mighty mass of evil existed in the 
influence which was warehoused for ministerial use with 
the Court of Directors. This was the most dangerous pa
tronage at the disposal of the Crown. Why 1 because it 
was irresponsible. “ Is it,” said Mr. Fox, “ to be placed 
in the hands of those who really have the power over i t  1 
No 1 it is to be given to their agents and dependants ; 
whose responsibility, from the nature of their situation, it 
is absurd to speak of.—I t has been asserted,” he cried 
“ that the patronage of India consists in the appointment 
of a few writers. If  there is a man in this House ! if there 
is a man in this country 1 if there is one man in the British 
territory in India! who can believe this assertion, I wish 
him joy of his credulity ! I  ask any man, who is not in
sane,—in whom, if this bill shall pass into a law, will the 
whole of the patronage of India be invested 1 Will not 
the Company and their Directors be the mere tools of the 
minister 1 Who appointed Lord Cornwallis ? Who Sir 
John Shore 1 The clear effect of the measure is to give to 
the minister all the power, a! id screen him from rdl respon
sibility.” 1

Mr. Pitt answered : by complaining that his opponent 
had deferred io the hist stage the statement of his objec-

1 Varliamei tory Debates, 24th May, 1703.



tlonaT and by endeavouring to show, that the appointment BOOK YI. 
of writers to India, who begin as clerks, and rise by seni- chap, y ii ,
ority to places of importance, could not greatly increase ---------
the influence of ministers, even if their power over Di- *’93. 
rectors wore as complete as the argument of the opposition 
supposed. This, however, was not to deny, that ministers 
possessed all the influence created by the patronage of 
India; a fact which, at this time, Mr. P itt did not affect 
to dispute: it was only to assert, that this influence, 
when it was got, was of inconsiderable importance. This 
was to contradict his own arguments against the bill of 
Mr. F ox; and to recant every assertion by which he had 
successfully covered it with odium. I t was also to con
tradict the priucipal argument by which Mr. Dundas had 
defended the propriety of continuing the government of 
India in the hands of a commercial company. But it did 
not subvert the truth, that a mass of wealth equivalent to 
all the lucrative offices in India, ready to be employed by 
the Crown, in purchasing the co-operation of those who 
were appointed to cheek it, would contribute largely to 
convert the checking into a confederate body; and to 
establish a fatal union of King and parliament upon the 
ruin of the people.

The views of the parties who demanded, on this occa
sion, a change in the management of Indian affairs, aro 
too nearly the same with the views, which have already 
been discussed, of preceding parties, to require any par
ticular examination. The merchants petitioned chiefly 
for freedom of trade. On what grounds of reason, has 
been, us far as compatible with the nature of the present 
undertaking, already disclosed. The political change which 
most of the complaining parties appeared to contemplate, 
was the transfer of the details of government from the 
Court of Directors to his Majesty’s ministers. On what 
ground, it appears to me, that the transfer of power which 
has already been made from the Court of Directors to his 
Majesty’s ministers is not an improvement, and, by parity 
of reason, that any further transfer would not be an im
provement, has been seen in my explanation of the nature 
of the instrument for the good government of India, which 
was provided by Mr. Pitt, in the Board of Control.

T-> communicate the whole of the impression, made

1(f)  I <SL
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BOOK-JYL upon a mind, which has taken a survey of the governmeiit 
c h a p . vn. of India, by the East India Company, more completely
---------- through the whole field of its action, than was ever taken

1793. before, and which has not spared to bring forward into tbe 
same light the unfavourable and the favourable points, it 
may be necessary to state, and this I conceive to be the 
most convenient occasion for stating, That, in regard to 
intention, I know no government, either in past or present 
times, that can be placed equally high with that of the 
East India Company; That I can hardly point out an 
occasion on which the schemes they have adopted, and 
even the particular measures they pursued, were not by 
themselves considered as conducive to the welfare of the 
people whom they governed ; That I know no government 
which has on all occasions shown so much of a disposition 
to make sacrifices of its own interests to the interests of 
the people whom it governed, and which has, in fact, made 
so many and such impoi-tant sacrifices: That, if the East 
India Company have been so little successful in ameliorat
ing the practical operation of their government, it has 
been owiug chiefly to the disadvantage of their situation, 
distant a voyage of several mouths from the scene of action, 
and to that imperfect knowledge which was common to 
them with almost all their countrymen: But that they 
have never erred so much, as when, distrusting their own 
knowledge, they have followed the directions of men whom 
they unhappily thought wiser than themselves, viz. prac
tical Statesmen, and Lawyers; And that, lastly, in the 
highly important point of the servants, or subordinate 
agents of government, there is nothing in the world to be 
compared with the East India Company, whose servants, 
as a body, have not only exhibited a portion of talent 
which forms a contrast with that of the ill-chosen instru
ments of other governments: hut have, except in some 
remarkable instances, as that of the loan transactions 
with the Nabob of Arcot, maintained a virtue, which, 
under the temptations of their situation, is worthy of the 
highest applause.

For the immediate successor of Lord Cornwallis, choice 
was made of Mr. Shore, a civil servant of the Company, 
whose knowledge of the revenue system of India was held 
in peculiar esteem. Pacific habits, and skill in revenue,



werepossibly regarded as means abundantly necessary for BOOK VI. 
realizing those pecuniary promises, which had been so chap. v n .
loudly and confidently made to both the parliament a n d ---------
the people of England. 1103.

About the same time that Mr. Shore, dignified for his 
new station with the title of Sir John Shore, succeeded to 
the substantial power of the government of Bengal, its 
nominal sovereign, the Nabob Mubarek ud Dowla, died, 
after a life of thirty-seven years, and a reign of twenty- 
three. He left twelve sons and thirteen daughters, and 
was succeeded by his eldest son Uzeez ud Dowla, who 
was solemnly proclaimed at Calcutta on the 2Sth of 
September.

The first important circumstance which solicited the 
attention of the new Governor-General, was the appear
ance of an approaching rupture between two of the late 
confederates ; the Nizam, and the Mahrattas. The views, 
upon one another, of these two states, had undergone no 
permanent alteration from the union to which the desire 
of sharing in the "spoils of Tippoo had given a temporary 
existence. Intervening circumstances had nearly matured 
into act their inimical designs.

The treaty of alliance, offensive and defensive, between 
the English, the Nizam, and Mahrattas, included a mutual 
guarantee against the common object of their hatred and 
apprehensions, the sovereign of Mysore. This guarantee 
Lord Cornwallis appears to have thought of great import
ance for English security. I t follows, that he must have 
expected greater benefit from the co-operation of the 
Nizam and Mahrattas, in case of an attack, than mischief 
from, entanglement in the wars to which the turbulent 
politics of these native states would certainly give occa- 
sion. The mode in which the contracting parties were to 
act, in accomplishing the objects of the guarantee, was left, 
in the treaty concluded previously to the war, to bo 
settled by subsequent regulation. So much had the 
Governor-General this affair of the guarantee at heart, 
that he endeavoured, as soon after the war as possible, to 
secure it by an express treaty devoted to that particular 
object. I t  was, however, to he an extraordinary trea ty ; 
f Goruwallis, not being altogether without foresight 

0 416 eYila likely to abound from an obligation to take a
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BOOK VI. part in the wars which the Nizam and Mahrattas might 
c h a p . v n . kindle, was for inserting an article, by which the allies
---------- were not to assist one another, except, just when they

1793. pleased; or, as he chose to express it, “ until they were 
convinced that the party requiring assistance had justice 
on his side, and all measures of conciliation had proved 
fruitless.” 1

A draught of a treaty, to this effect, was transmitted 
to the courts of Hyderabad and Poonah. The Nizam, 
though fully sensible that the English alone stood between 
him and destruction, was yet encouraged to the hope of 
drawing bis profit out of the eagerness for this treaty 
which the Governor-General displayed. A dispute had 
already sprung up between him and Tippoo Sultan. The 
Nabob of Kernoul was the dependant of the Nizam. On 
that chief Tippoo was urging claims which the Nizam 
contested. When solicited on the subject of the treaty, 
the Nizam demanded, as the price of his consent, the 
support of the English in the affair with Tippoo. This 
behaviour, the English, who knew their advantages, treated 
as a crim e; and expressed so much of anger, that the 
Nizam was eager to redeem his offence by unlimited 
complaisance.

As the power of the Mahrattas -was different, so was 
their temper. The Poonah Councils were still governed 
by Nana Eurnavese, who now despairing of assistance 
from the English to support him against the designs of 
Sindia, opposed to the importunities of the Governor- 
General on the subject of his treaty, evasion and delay. 
At last the Mahratta minister produced a sketch of a 
treaty of guarantee to which he expressed his willingness 
to accede, but involving terms, the acceptance of which, 
it is probable, he did not expect. Among these was an 
engagement for realizing the claims of chout upon the 
the dominions of Tippoo.

The Mahrattas were jealous of the enlarged, and growing 
power of the English. They were impatient to reap tho 
spoils of the feeble Nizam ; an acquisition, to which they

1 Latter from Governor-General to the Resident at Poonah, dated 7th August, 
1792. Colonel Willies says, on this occasion, “ The policy of his Mahratta allies 
was in direct and systematic oppf ition to every thing explicit and definite in 
Its connexion with other powers.” In this way, it might be tupposed, that 
tliis was a clause exactly to suit them.
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regarded tlie connexion of that prince with the English as BOOK VI. 
the only obstruction. Sindia, whose power had been so cii.u-. vn. 
greatly increased, now exerted a decisive influence on the ' ~  
Mahratta councils, and entertained designs of future gran- 1,‘ ' 
deur with which the ascendency, or rather the existence, 
of the English in India was altogether incompatible. Ho 
was not solicitous to disguise his hatred of the connexion 
between them and the Nizam ; or the satisfaction with 
which he regarded the power of Tippoo, os a counterpoise 
to the still more formidable power of the English.

After a negotiation of more than a year, the accession 
of the Mahrattas to the union so fondly projected by Lord 
Cornwallis, was regarded as hopeless. The Nizam, who 
saw in their aversion to the proposed engagements, a 
design of holding themselves at liberty to fall upon him,
■was kindled to an ardent pursuit of the guarantee; and 
urged upon the English government the propriety of con
cluding the treaty singly with him ; as it could he no 
reason, because a third party swerved from its engage
ments, that the other two should abandon theirs.1 It 
entered, however, into the policy of Sir John Shore, to 
avoid whatever could excite the jealousy of the Mahrattas: 
the English government, accordingly, declared its satisfac
tion with the verbal acquiescence of the Nizam ; and on 
the part of the Mahrattas, with a promise, incidentally 
given, that they would act agreeably to existing treaties.

The Nizam became at last so much impressed with the 
prospect of the dangers around him, that on the 1st of 
January, 1704, Sir John Keunaway, the English Resident 
at Hyderabad, described him to the Governor-General, as 
prepared to form, with the English, engagements, winch 
would render them masters of his country for ever; and 
urged the wisdom of not allowing so favourable an oppor
tunity to escape.2

1 Sir John Malcolm thinks this good reasoning. p. 142.
3 See ilia despatch to the 1 ovenior-General, dated Hyderabad, 1st Jan. 1794 

The words of ST John M ilcolm, reporting and applauding this ndrlce, nro’
Worthy of Insertion. “ In this [the despatch In question) the Hesldent.states 
his conviction, that the circumstances in v, huh the court of Hyderabad was 
then placed, and the character of those by whom it was ruled, were such, , ,
(fare us an opportunity, which it was wise and politic to use. t establish an 
influence and power tit its councils, which would enable us to command its 
future exertions, and benefit from its resources under any events th it could 
occur.'' Sketch, &c., p. 144. Tlte opinion of two such distinguished fllm . 
nonaries of the Company, so thoroughly conversant in the politics of India,
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!K'ok Vi. .̂Tlie course into which the Mahrattas had been^gnifrctr 
c h a p .-v o . by impulse of the circumstances in which they were
---------- placed, very highly favoured the extension of the do-

1,Ml minion, by gradual encroachments upon their slothful and 
improvident governments of India. Enabled from the 
nature of their country, and their state of society, to 
exercise with advantage a continual war of depredation 
against the surrounding states, they wore often bribed to 
forbearance, by those who could find no other security 
against their ravages. The terms of this agreement came 
ajt last to be fixed, at a fourth part of the revenues of the 
country which they consented to spare. This was an 
opening, at which the stronger party generally found the 
means of introducing whatever was required for the final 
subjugation of the country. The fourth part of the 
revenues was always a disputed sum ; and as the Mah
rattas endeavoured to make it appear to be greater than 
it really was, the government of the country endeavoured 
to make it less. Nothing is ever paid by an Indian go
vernment, so long as it can help i t ; least of all, an odious 
tribute. The Mahratta chout therefore was seldom paid, 
except by the terror of a Mahratta army ; and by conse
quence it was almost always in arrear. Under the pre
tension of security against imposition and delay in the 
receipt of the chout, the Mahrattas as often as possible 
insisted upon sending their own officers into the country 
to collect it. This gave them a power of interference in 
every measure of the government, and the support of a 
body of partisans, who, exercising the powers of Indian 
tax-gatherers, were masters of the property, and to a great 
degree of the person of every man subject to their exac
tions.

The dominions of the Nizam had long sustained the 
Mahratta chout; and previous to the connexion which was 
formed between the Hyderabad government and Lord 
Cornwallis, the Mahrattas exercised so great an authority 
in his country, that the minister of the Nizam was more 
attentive to the wishes of the Mahrattas than the com-

re jecting  the real import of those engagement?, by which the native Princes 
accepted the Company's troDi as the instrument of their defence, is more in- 
btmetive as throwing light upon the hypocrisy of preceding, than the plain 
dealing of subsequent times.
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mantis of his master. During the necessity of exertion BOOK VI. 
against Tippoo, and the union formed for his subjugation, chap. vii.
tlie  ̂Mahrattas had yielded to a temporary relaxation o f ---------
their influence over the country of the Nizam. But they 1"9L 
now intended to resume it with improvements; and a 
long arrear of chout afforded the pretext for interference.

The English government offered its mediation. The 
ready acceptance of the Nizam was not a matter of doubt.
The Mahrattas employed evasion ; and as soon as they 
were convinced that the interposition of the Governor- 
General would certainly not be with arms, they treated 
his mediating propositions with frigid indifference.

A circumstance, calculated to alarm the English govern
ment, occurred. Tippoo Sultan had an army in the field, 
and either intended, or under terror was suspected of in
tending, a confederacy with the Mahrattas for the subju
gation of the Nizam. The question was, what course it 
now behoved the English government to pursue.

By the treaty of alliance, the Nizam, it might be urged, 
was entitled to the assistance of the English against Tip
poo ; and so little were they released from their engage
ments, by the infidelity of the Mahrattas, that they were 
rather bound to compel them to fulfil the conditions of a 
treaty, of which the parties were implied guarantees.
Besides, the Nizam had declared, that his accession to the 
alliance against Tippoo was founded, not upon any confi
dence which he could place in Mahratta, but on that alone 
''vhich he reposed in English faith: receiving him into 
the alliance upon this declaration was a virtual pledge, 
that the protection to which he looked from the English, 
was not to depend upon that security which he expressly 
rejected : to make it depend upon that security was, there
fore, a breach of engagement. At the time when the 
Nizam, confiding in the security of English protection, 
took part with the English, the value attached to his 
alliance was such, that it would have been purchased with 
eagerness at the expense of an engagement offensive and 
defensive with himself. Would the Nizam, being attacked 
by Tippoo, have been entitled to assistance from the Eng
lish, if defended by the Mahrattas 1 And was his title less, 
when about to be attacked by Tippoo, with the Mahrattas 
°°ujoined'( Such a disappointment in hopes, on which he

(t(f j )  " , (ct
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1 staked the very existence of his- throne, could not do 
chap. vii. Jess than ensure to the English the enmity of the .Nizam. 
— — Nor could the English abandon him, without the appcar- 

1' •4- ance at once of weakness and infidelity; without descend
ing from that high station in which they now over-awed 
the princes of India, as well by the terror of their arms, 
as the purity of their faith.

Considerations presented themselves of an opposite 
tendency. If the co-operation of all the parties in a 
treaty were necessary to the attainment of its end, and 
the defection of any one of them rendered the attainment 
of the end no longer possible, the defection of one dis
solved, of course, the obligation of all. Again, the treaty 
of alliance between the English, the Nizam, and the Mah- 
rattas, bound the parties not to assist the enemies of one 
another. In the case, therefore, of a war between any 
two of the parties, the third could not interfere. In such 
a case, the neutrality of the third party was that which 
the terms of the treaty expressly required. If the friend
ship of the Nizam would be lost, if the opinion which 
prevailed of English power, and of the tenacity of English 
engagements, should endure a slight and temporary diminu
tion, war was beyond comparison a greater evil. I t  was 
impossible for any body to suppose that a war against 
Tippoo and the Mahrattas would be easily sustained.0 And 
as the revenue of the Company was confessedly unequal 
to the expenditure of war, a protracted contest was to he 
regarded as pregnant with ruin. Even the destruction of 
the Nizam could not be considered as adding to the dan
gers of the English ; since, after subverting tha t power 
the Mahrattas and Tippoo were much more likely to make 
war upon one another, than to combine their arms for an 
attack upon the British state. Finally, by the act of par
liament the Company’s servants were clearly prohibited 
from interfering in the quarrels of the native princos, and 
from taking up anas against them, unless to oppose an 
actual invasion of the British provinces.

By these considerations, the mind of the Governor- 
General was determined ; and he purposed to leave the 
Nizam to his fate. That such a determination was con
trary to the expectations upon which the Nizam was 
induced to enter into the alliance, expectations which for

HISTORY OF BRITISH IN DIA. H  I  i
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t  la purpose he was encouraged to entertain, there seems BOOK VI.
1 eason o doubt. The difficulties of the Governor- chap. vir.

ueneral and the disappointment of the Nizam, w e r e ---------
created by the loosoness of the treaty. Two obvious 17M- 
cases, the authors of that treaty had not been able to 
oiesee ; Fiist, if one of the three contracting parties were 

attacked by Tippoo, and one of the two who in that case 
were bound to assist should decline ; Secondly, if one of 
the three were attacked, and one of the two, who ought to 
assist, instead of assisting, should join the aggressor, 
there was nothing in the treaty which determined what 
was to be done by the third party in either of those 
cases.

if Tippoo had attacked the English, and the Mahruttas 
had either not assisted, or joined in the attack, it may be 
strongly suspected that the English, in that case, would 
not have held the Nizam released from his engagement.

The opinion has also been urged, and it is not without 
probability, that, by declaring themselves bound to pro
tect the Nizam, the English would not have involved 
themselves in the calamities of war, but would have pre
vented hostilities by the terror of their interference.1

IV hen once the English have thoroughly imbibed the 
dread of an enemy, Tippoo, or any other; that dread, 
a i-ei the cause of it is weakened, or, peradventure, ivholly 
removed, continues for a long time to warp their policy, 
n io opinion of the Governor-General, great danger still 

impended oyer the Company by the existence of Tippoo.
-Urn Nizam he regarded as too weak ; the Mahrattas alone 
as sufficiently powerful to yield a counterpoise to that 
detested sovereign: his policy, therefore, was to retain, at 
some cost, tue friendship of the Mahrattas ; and for this 
purpose not to grudge the sac rifice of the Nizam.

He was relieved from a portion of his difficulties by the 
assurance that, if Tippoo hail entertained the project of 
an attack upon the Nizam, it was novj laid aside. In the 
dispute between the Nizam and Mahrattas, the treaty, ho 
thought, created, certainly, no obligation to interfere.

In the opinion of Sir John Malcolm, an obligation ex- 
ioh cannot fail to be considered as a little ei 

ordinary. He seems to say, for it is seldom that a rhetorical
1 rhiJ opinion is given with confidence by Sir John Malcolm,

■ G°^T\
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BOOK VI. writer ia entirely free from ambiguity, that the native 
chap. v ii . powers, by joining the English in any war in which they
---------- were engaged, established a right, which nothing but their

1,91. own misconduct could ever forfeit, to their friendship, and 
to protection against any power to whom by that conduct 
they might have given offence.1 He adduces Lord Corn
wallis as a party to this speculation ; who, “ in his letter, 
under date the 28th of February, 1790, to the Resident at 
Poonah, declared, that the Mahratta state, by acting against 
Tippoo in conceit with the British government, became 
entitled, in reason and equity, to a defensive alliance 
against that prince, even though no previous engagement 
existed.” If this proposition means anything real, and if 
assistance in war creates an obligation to assistance in 
return, except an obligation of which the party obliged is 
alone to judge ; in other words, an obligation binding him 
only when agreeable, that is, no obligation at a ll: the re
ceipt of assistance in war is a snare, which carries ruin in 
its consequences, and ought for ever to be shunned.2 One

1 Sketch, &c., p. 167.2 This is a conclusion not necessarily resulting from the premises. Undoubt
edly assistance in war against a common enemy constitutes in equity and reason 
a claim to assistance on a like occasion. It i.i possible that there maybe 
counteracting claims by which the obligation may be overruled, but the impos
sibility of fulfilling an obligation ia no argument against its reasonableness or 
justice. In the view here taken rf  this transaction, the most material points 
are omitted. The grounds which the Nizam had to look to the British Govern
ment for protection, and the policy of affording it to him. The letter of the 
treaty was not violated by withholding; aid from the Nizam against the Mah- 
ratt.tH singly and conjointly wit Tippoo, but unquestionably the spirit was 
departed from. It was formed . .ntain the Integrity of the Hyderabad 
state against the aggression of a mo.powerful neighbour, and it mattered not 
whence the danger came; the Nizam equally required protection and had been 
led to expect it. The Mahrattas neither needed nor asked for protec tion. After 
the war was over the same expectation was kept alive by the negotiations set 
on foot by Lord Cornwallis for a continuation of a guarantee treaty with the 
Nizam and the Mahrattas. The Nizam had also some reason to exjiect favour 
from the English, as a return for his cession of Guntoor and adjustment of the 
arrears of Peshcush. It was also politic to provide for his protection. There 
was nothing to fear from him, whilst his position and resources were calculated 
to be of eminent advantage to the English in any future collision with Tippoo 
and the Mahrattas, of whose hostile feelings and more formidable power there 
could be no uncertainty. On the other hand, there seem to have been diffi
culties in the way of affording him protection, which are not noticed in the 
text, and which were not alluded to by tho Governor-General. Captain Duff 
observes, that whatever might have been tho apparent advantage of the Gover
nor-G.neral's interference, if it had enabled Nizam Aliy to effect his evasive 
purpose, it. must have been recorded as an injustice to the Mahrattas." Mnbr. 
Hist. iii. 109. The demands of the Mahrattas for the Chou., during a series of 
years, were not altogether unfounded. It appears also, that they were not 
only met with evasion but with insult and defiance; and that the court of 
Hyderabad provoked the contest. In finch a state of things the interference of 
the British authority must have been confined to mediation, and would pro
bably have been of little effect. It does not seem however to have been very
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little consequence, in the present instance, it would appear BOOK VI. 
that Sir John Malcolm overlooked. The Nizam and Mah- cha p . vn.
rattas were about to go to war. The English had received ---------
assistance from both of them : the English were therefore 1795. 
bound to lend assistance to both of them that is, to 
send one body of English troops to fight against another.

Before hostilities commenced between tho Subahdar and 
the Mahrattas, Mahdajee Sindiah died. The power of this 
chief, and his ascendancy in the Mahratta confederacy 
had lately been so great, that his death was expected to 
produce considerable changes”; and the Resident at Poonah 
thought it probable that the opportunity might bo so im
proved, as to effect an adjustment between the Nizam and 
Mahrattas. The Governor-General, however, would not 
risk offence to the Poonah government, by any .sort of 
interference moro forcible than words ; and the successor 
of Mahdajee Sindiah, his nephew Doulut Rao, soon as
sembled his army from the remotest parts of his domi
nions, and obtained an ascendancy at onco in the Poonah 
councils, and in the confederacy which was forming against 
the dominions of the Nizam.

The Nizam was the party in danger, but the first in the 
field. He advancod to Beder, if not with a view to actual 
aggression, at least with a view to interfere in the internal 
affairs of the Mahratta government, a considerable time 
before the movement of the Mahratta armies. Early in 
March, 1795, the advanced corps of the Mahratta army,
"ndor tho command of Doulut Rao Sindiah, approached ; 
and the Nizam advanced from Beder to meet him. A 
general action took place. Both armies were thrown into 
some confusion, and neither obtained any considerable 
advantage. But the women of the Nizam were frightened ; 
and under their influence he retreated from the scene of 
action during the night. He sought protection in the 
Mnall fort of Kurdla, where the Mahrattas had the advan
tage of terminating the war without another blow. The 
toi't is completely surrounded by hills, except at one par
ticular spot. The Mahrattas took possession of this out-

t e * *  ’'nemPted, and the selfish motives which alone were urged for tho 
*, ‘ „ ‘"n of the Niznm. were not creditable to the character of the government

*»noro.ity or Ja,Uee.—W.

1
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^O Q ^fe-Ic t, by which they completely shut up the Nizam, and cut 
c h a p .  vii. him off from supplies. After remaining some weeks in 

—- this miserable situation, he found himself at the mercy of 
li9u. His enemy, and concluded a peace on such terms as they 

were pleased to dictate. The particulars of the treaty 
were not fully made known ■; but, beside establishing all 
their former claims, the Mahrattas compelled him to cede 
to  them a country of thirty-five lacs’ revenue, including 
the celebrated fort of Doulutabad ; to pay three crores of 
rupees, one-third immediately, the rest by instalments of 
twenty lacs per annum ; and to give up, as a hostage for 
the performance of these conditions, his minister Azeem 
ul Omrah, whose abilities had for some time been the 
great support of his throne ; who was the zealous friend 
of the English connexion; and a firm opponent of the 
Mahrattas.1

No part of the conduct of the English had more offended, 
the Nizam, than the refusal to permit his two battalions 
of British troops to accompany him to the war. As the 
Mahrattas were the great source from which he appre
hended danger, an expensive force, which could not he em
ployed against the Mahrattas, was a loss, rather than ad
vantage. He, therefore, shortly after his return to  Hy
derabad, intimated his desire to  dispense with the service 
of the English battalions ; and they marched to the ter
ritories of the Company.

The Subahdar of the Deccan had never, from the time 
of Bussy, been without French officers in his service. In 
the confederate war against Tippoo, he had two battalions 
of regular infantry, officered by Frenchmen, and com
manded by a gentleman of the name of Raymond, who 
began his military career in India, a t an early age, in the 
disastrous campaigns of Lally. A t first his establishment 
amounted to no more than three hundred men ; and he 
hired their arms from a merchant of his own country, at 
the rate of eight annas2 a month. By hi.-; services and 
address, he rapidly increased the favour and liberalities of

1 The dispersion of the Nizam’s array was the result of a panic which oc- 
e.im d in the course of the nijrbt, and it was then liiat Nizam Ali took refuse 
within the fort o r Kurdhu In this he was shut up, iot some weeks, but two 
cl lys, when he w .s ' "H.oelled to submit to the conditions specified in the text 
J u U ir .  J f is t .  3 , 113.— W.

- Is . 3d.
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the Subahdar ; of which he availed himself for the aug- BOOK VI. 
mentation and equipment of his corps. It had received chap. vu .
great accessions both to its numbers and appointments, ---------
since the peace of Seringapatam ; and the English Itesi- 
dent reported, probably with great exaggeration, that 
twenty-three battalions of this description, with twelve 
field-pieces, accompanied the Nizam in his campaign 
against the Mahrattas.

After the return of that Pi-inco to his capital, ho or
dered new levies of this corps; and assigned a portion 
of territory for its regular payment. The expostula
tions of the British Resident, and his intimations that so 
much encouragement of the French portended serious 
changes in his relations with tho English, were but little 
regarded.

A part of this corps was sent to occupy the districts of 
Kurpah, and Cummum. These districts lay upon tho 
frontier of the Company’s possessions ; and tho Governor- 
Goneral took tho alarm. “ The measure itself,” he re
marked,1 “ had a suspicious not to say criminal appear
ance j" and he directed “ the strongest representations to 
he made, to induce the Nizam to recall the detachment of 
Monsieur Raymond.” In caso of refusal, the resident was 
even instructed to threaten him with tho march of a body 
of English troops to his froutier. The apprehensions of 
the English government were increased by some French 
officers, prisoners at Mad as, who were "detected in a 
project of escape, and suspected of a design to join M.
Raymond.

Whether the Nizam could have been led on to risk tho 
displeasure, of the English, or whether the knowledge of 
his defenceless condition would soon have brought him 
back to court their support, sufficient time was not afforded 
to try. On the 28th of June, his eldest son Ali Jah fled 
from the capital, and placed himself in open rebellion; 
when his fears were so vehemently excited, that ho applied 
himself with the utmost eagerness to recover tho friend
ship of the English. Ho agreed to tho recall of Raymond’s 
corps from the district of Kurpah; and warmly solicited 
tho return of the subsidiary force. The battalions were 
ordered to join him with the greatest possible expedition ;

1 In his Minute, 15th June, 171)5.

27542



BOOK VL but before they were able to arrive, an action bad taken 
chap. vii. place, in which Ali Jah was inade prisoner. He did not 

~~ long survive his captivity.1 The Nizam, however, enjoyed 
1" 15' but a few months’ tranquilhty, when another member of 

his family revolted, at the head of a large body of troops.
In quelling this rebellion, and recovering the fort of 
Eachore, which the insurgents had occupied, the English 
battalions had an opportunity of rendering conspicuous 
service.

The Nizam, though brought again to a sufficient sense 
of his dependance upon the English, could not help re
flecting that from them he had nothing to expect in seek
ing the means of his defence against that insatiate neigh
bour, whom nothing less than his ruin would content; 
nor could he forbear turning with particular favour to that 
body of his troops, on whom, in contending with the Mah- 
rattas, his principal dependance must rest. The value of 
H. Raymond’s corps had risen in his estimation by the 
activity which it had displayed in the reduction of Ali 
Jah. Its numbers and appointments were increased ; 
additional lands for its support were assigned to its com
mander ; and arsenals and foundries were established for 
its equipment. The abilities of M. Raymond qualified him 
to improve the favourable sentiments of his prince ; the 
discipline and equipment of his corps were carried to the 
highest perfection, of which his circumstances would ad
mit ; and his connexions with the principal officers of the 
government were industriously cultivated and enlarged. 
He was not anxious to avoid those little displays, by which 
the fears and hatred of the English were most likely to be 
inflamed. The colours of the French republic were borne 
by his battalions ; and the cap of liberty was engraved on 
their buttons. While a detachment of this corps was sta
tioned on the frontier of the Company’s territories, a par
tial mutiny was raised in a battalion of Madras sepoys.
I t  was ascribed, of course, to the intrigues of the abomi
nable French officers. Whether this was, or was not the 
fac t; two native commissioned officers, with a number of 
men, went over to the French.

‘ According to Capt. Grant, Ali Jah, nnafclo to face his father, put an end 
to liia existence by poison before he reached the capital. Malir. Hist. 3, 119.—W.

S f B i S  !
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I t  was by no means without jealousy and apprehension, BOOK A L 
that the English government beheld the progress of a chap. vii. 
French interest in the councils of the Nizam. That Prince .
declared his readiness to dismiss the rival corps, provided ' 
the English subsidiary force was so increased, and its ser
vice so regulated, as to render it available for his defence.
This, however, the desire of standing fair with the Mah- 
rattas dissuaded, and a succedaneum was devised. I t was 
thought expedient to encourage the entrance of English 
adventurers into the service of the Nizam, who might form 
a rival corps to counterbalance the French. But the Eng
lish were less qualified than the French for this species of 
adventure ; there was no man to be found whose abilities 
and address could balance those of M. Raymond; and this 
project totally failed.

An event, in the meantime, occurred, which materially 
affected the politics of this part of India. On the 27th of 
October, 1795, happened the death of the young Peshwa, 
MadhooRow;’ and introduced the most serious divisions 
among the Mahratta chiefs. Nanah Furnavese desired to 
place upon the vacant throne an infant whom he could 
use as a tool. Bajee Rao, undoubted heir, the son of 
Ragoba, was supported by tho influence of Sindiah. In 
these circumstances, Nanah Furnavese was anxious to 
strengthen himself by the alliance of the Nizam. He re
leased Azeern ul Omrah, opened a negotiation with that 
minister on behalf of his master ; and concluded a treaty, 
by which all the cessions extorted at Kurdla were resigned 
In the meantime, Sindiah hastoned to Poonah, with au 
army which his rival was unable to oppose; and B.ijee 
Row was placed upon the musnud of Poonah. The treaty 
with the minister of the Nizam was, of course, annulled ; 
but a new ono was concluded, by which the Nizam was 
required to make good only one-fourth of the cessions 
and payments which had been fixed by the convention of 
Kurdla.3

1 Madhoo a 0w the Petshwa, although in his twenty-fira* year, was kept by 
Nana Furnavese in a state of rigid control which preyed upon ins spirits, so 
that a fixed mela’ncholv seized on his mind, and on the morning of ttie 20th 
October, 1795, he deliberately threw himself f:om a terrace in the palace, by 
which ho was so much hurt that he died of the Injuries he received, two days
afterwards. Mahr. Hist. 3, 126 —W.

, these transactions are very differently related by Capt. t. „nt. Tho 
minister of the iiuam  was rc>e3sed, not by Nana Furnavese, hat by ramshram

1



( c t
HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA.

The intercourse with Tippoo, during the administration 
CHAF.vn. of Sir John Shore, was bounded by the execution of the 

tref y  °f Senngapatam. Wheiji the sons of Tippoo were 
restored,1 the officer who conducted them was empowered 
to make overtures towards a more amicable connection, 
provided a favourable disposition appeared on the part of 
the Sultan, But the pride of that Prince was too much 
wounded to consort with friendship ; and on this occa
sion the tyrant, as the English called him, disdained to 
practise hypocrisy. He received the officer with frigid 
civility. a

Though Lord Cornwallis, upon taking the reins of the 
Company s government, had agreed with the Nabob of 
Uude, that the government of his country should be divi- 
r j  tw0 Parts> wh>°h the one, namely the business 

of ̂ defence, and all transactions with foreign states, should 
beiong to the Company, and the other, namely, tlic inter
nal administration, including the collection of the revenue, 
the coercion of the people, and the distribution of justice, 
should, without interference or control, belong to himself; 
the .English rulers had, nevertheless, observed the oxtra- 
oruinary vices of his government with great solicitude, as 
leaning necessarily to that desolation of the country, with 
ft uch the payment of tho Company’s subsidy would soon 
be incompatible. On the visit of Lord Cornwallis to Luck- 

oft m t ie  first year of his administration, “ I cannot,” he 
Mid express how much I was concerned, during my short 
residence at he capital of the Vizir, and my progress

>, t0 b0 witn^  of the disordered state of his finances and government, and of the desolated

Owr'liy™"^0̂
to the liberati-n  r f  h r  m inister In r ■ i,  ’ "" ' he ,nnln inducem ent

treaty „ (  k u rU 'a ' the  i n i . ^ l  ■ i“ ',r“V;1‘ relinquished the territo ry  « uvtl by tho  
then I i ’ i bills « h lch  had been g ran ted  for the  m oney paym ents
neat l)(.ihi • \ t  ' yykn„w ,e,,?ea the claim s of the  is., am to certa in  d istricts 
clfui.hi svere to . '  P°™18 " 'ere m utually  abandoned, and the  M ahratta

1 20th March, 1704. '



v'fc— y /wfipeMttjkie of the country.” 1 The Directors, with an ex- BOOK VI. 
traordinary candour, declared, that the vices of the native c h a p , t o ,
government were not the only cause of this desolation ; ---------
that for a great part of it the vices of their own adminis- 
tration were justly accountable. “ Under a system,” they 
say, “defective in almost every part of it, and the abuses 
which arose out of that system, the present unfortunate 
state of the country may, in our opinion, be fairly attri
buted to a combination of causes. Among these is a claim 
which is now very wisely relinquished, of right of pre
emptions, and of exemptions from duties, in the province 
of Oude ; made, and exercised, by contractors employed in 
providing the investment; and which in the opinion of 
Lord Cornwallis, has essentially contributed to its ruin.
The immense drain of Bpecie from that country of late 
years, amounting, from September, 1783, to February, 1794, 
to the enormous sum of two crores and thirty-nine lacs of 
rupees, exclusive of what may have been sent down to 
Calcutta to answer the bills drawn for the payment of the 
troops, and on private account, stands foremost in our 
opinion, among the causes that have operated so much to 
its prejudice.” 2 Though the Directors saw but imper
fectly the mode in which connexion with their govern
ment had been ruinous to Oude, they had the merit of 
tracing in a general way, the relation between cause and 
effect.3

In the year 1792, died Hyder Beg Khan, tho minister.
As the Nabob was a cipher in the hands of his minister, 
and the minister was a mere instrument in the hands of 
the Company, this was an event which deeply ini crested 
the Company’s government. The Nabob appointed a 
person of the name of Hosoein Reza Khan, who hud en
joyed the principal share of his confidence even in tho 
time of tho deceased minister, to execute provisionally tho 
duties of the vacant office. As this person, howev r, was

1 Letter from Lord Cornwallis dated. 11 On the Ganges, 16th Nov, 1767;”
Papers relating to India, printed by the House of Cominn is m 1806, No 2. p. 1.
In  the same letter his Lordship says, the Nabob, •• urged, ns um lorus— that 
whilst |,e was not certain of the extent of our demands upon him, 1.. had no
real interest in being economical in his exi chocs; and that while we interfered 
hi the internal management of his affairs, his own authority, and that of his 
ministers, were despised by his own subjects.”

3 Politico! Letter to the Gov.-Gen. 8th April, 1769; printed papers, ut supra,

3 the mystery is explained In a subsequent page.
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\ftQtTK little acquainted with the business of revenue, Eaja

chap. vii. Tickait Roy, to whom that business was confided under
---------  Hyder Beg, was placed at the head of the financial depart-

1795. ment. The final election remained till the pleasure of the 
Governor-General should be known ; who satisfied of the 
inclination of both the men to rely upon the English 
government, and not acquainted with any persons who 
were better qualified, signified his approbation of the 
choice of the Nabob; and, on condition of their good 
behaviour, gave to tho new ministers assurance of his 
support. Tho influence of the new ministers was still 
less able than that of their predecessors to limit either 
the expenses of the Vizir, or the ruinous exactions upon 
the people which those expenses, the English subsidy, and 
the extortions of the tax-gatherers imposed. In the 
month of January, 1793, Lord Cornwallis thought it 
necessary to write to tho Vizir a solemn loiter of ex
postulation and advice. “ On my return,” said he, “ from 
the war in the Deccan, I had the mortification to find 
that, after a period of five years, rhe evils which prevailed 
at the beginning of that time had increased; that your 
finances had fallen into a worse state by an enormous 
accumulated deb t; that the same oppressions continue to 
be exercised by rapacious and overgrown aumils towards 
the ryots ; and that not only the subjects and merchants 
of your own dominions, but those residing under the 
Company’s protection sufiered many exactions contrary 
to the commercial treaty from the custom-house oflacers 
from Zemindars, Aumils, and others.”

The Governor-General then proceeded to pen advices, 
which, though they were lost upon a sensual and profligate 
prince, will not be lo3t upon the people of England. “ As 
in a state, said he, “ the evils that are practised, by tho 
lower class of men, are to be attributed to the example 
held out to them by their superiors, and to their con
nivance, or to their weak government; so am I obliged to 
represent, that all the oppressions and extortions com- 
mi ted bv the Aumils on the peasantry, take their source 
m ie connivance and irregularities of the administration 

buck now.”
Mm!.-1" * 111® aa he himself explains it, is, That an 

P • ive government is, by the very nature of things, an
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V is—rAsfyutfjmfertjnd oppressive government; and that expense, BOOK VI. 
when it proceeds to a certain pitch, is the cause, not of chap. v ii.
misery alone, hut of ruin and desolation. “ Though the ----------
Company’s subsidy,” said he, “ is at present paid up with 1' 95-
regularity, yet I cannot risk my reputation, nor neglect 
my duty, by remaining a silent spectator of evils which 
will, in the end, and perhaps that end is not very remote, 
render abortive even your Excellency’s earnest desire that 
the subsidy should be punctually paid. Thus, I recom
mend economy in your own household disbursements, as 
the first measure, whence all other corrections are to take 
place.—I do not neglect the dignity of your station: nor 
am I actuated by views for the Company’s subsidy only.
Your dignity does not flow from a splendid retinue; and 
unnecessary establishment of household servants, ele
phants, sumptuous ceremonies, and other circumstances of 
similar naturo: l!ut from a just and wise administration 
of your government and finances.” 1

Just before the departure of Lord Cornwallis the new 
ministers repaired to Calcutta; in order more fully to 
explain tire deplorable state in which the government and 
population of the country were placed, and to pray for 
counsel and support in conducting the affairs of a prodigal 
government and an impoverished people. The Governor- 
General, beforo leaving India, addressed to the Vizir an
other letter, of great length, from Madras. In this he 
repeats, that the effects of an expensive government are 
two, First, the oppression and misery of the people; and 
secondly, the fall of the government itself. “ It is well 
known,” says h o ; “ not only throughout Hindustan, but 
to all Europe, that the revenues of your Excellency's do
minions are diminished beyond all conjecture.—Does not 
this consideration alarm your Excellency i—Can any thing 
but ruin result from such circumstances ? Are not these 
facts a decisive proof of tyranny, extortion, and mis
management, in the Aumils '! And, vhat must be the 
situation of the ryots who are placed under such people?—
But y0ur Excellency knows, that the prayers of the op
pressed are attended to by the Almighty; and often 
call down his vengeance upon their oppressors.—History

• te tter (Vom Lord Cornwallis to the Vizir, dated 29th Jar. 1793; printed 
Papers ut eupru, p. n ~ ia .
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\® ^ ^ » /c o n f i r m s  the observation, by exhibiting innumerable 

chai*. vti. examples of monarchies overturned, and families effaced 
— —- from the earth, by a violation of justice in the sovereign,

1.05. or neglect in him to enforce its lavs.”
He continues; “ The evils flowing from this source 

would have been less felt, if, in proportion as the revenues 
declined, a diminution of expenses had taken place. But 
profusion, in fact, was the cause of the first evil; and the 
continuance of it increased its magnitude.”

He adds, “ All the world concurs in ’encomiums upon 
the dignity and splendour which adorned the court of 
your illustrious father; but his splendour did not arise 
from the gaudiness of equipage, from frivolous dissipation, 
or from profuse expenditure. He well knew, that the best 
ornament of sovereignty is justice : that due economy is 
the source of order and dignity: that the true splendour 
of a court is derived from equity' and wisdom.”

"If ,” says he, “ the information which I have received 
of the state of the country be true, the disorders exceed 
all bounds, and all description. The consequence is, that 
the revenues are collected, without system, by force of 
arms ; that the Aumils (revenue agents) are left to plunder 
uncontrouled; and the ryots have no security from op
pression, nor means of redress for injustice exercised 
upon them.” 1

In May, 1794, Sir John Shore, in his letter to the 
Resident at Lucknow, said; K I t  has long been my anxious 
wish, no less than that of my predecessor, the Mar
quis Cornwallis, to prevail' upon the Nabob Vizir to 
arrange the internal administration of his country, and 
establish it upon principles calculated, to promote the 
happiness of his subjects and the permanency of his own 
authority. I cannot, therefore, observe, without regret, 
that his excellency does not appear to have adopted any 
measures for this purpose, in consequence of the letter 
addressed to him by Marquis Cornwallis from Madras, and 
which I  delivered to Jus ministers in Calcutta, with the 
saost serious recommendation to them to use their utmost 
exertions in giving effect to the advice and recommenda
tions of his Lordship.” *

1‘yaoollah Khan, the Jlohilla chief, to whom the district 
1 ivimcd papers, ut supra, p. 16, 17, ID. a Ibid. p. 14.



liad been preserved, at the time when the BOOK VI. 
rest of his nation were exterminated from the country to chap. vn. 
which they had given their name, died, at an advanced — 
age, in 1794, leaving the country over which he had ruled, 1,95 
in a high state of cultivation and prosperity. The succes
sion went to Mohammed Ali, his eldest son, who was duly 
confirmed by the Vizir, and acknowledged by the principal 
Ilohilla chiefs. His younger brother Gholaum Mohammed, 
an ambitious man, contrived in a little time to get him 
into his power; when he put him to death; and sent a 
large present to the Vizir, with a promise of augmented 
tribute, if he were confirmed in the government of Ram- 
pore. Though the murdered prince left a son, in a state 
of nonage, the Vizir was by no means disinclined to the 
proposition of Gholaum Mohammed.1 I t was, however, 
a proceeding of too much importance to be concluded with
out the permission of the British government; and that 
was refused. The British troops, under Sir Robert Aber- 
cromby, joined by such forces as the Vizir could afford, 
were ordered to march against the usurper, and treat him 
as a rebel. I t was the purpose of the Governor-General, 
to wrest the country entirely from the family of Fyzoollah 
Khan, notwithstanding the rights of the son of Moham
med Ali, guaranteed by the British government; 3 and 
notwithstanding the rights of the people of the Country 
happy under the frugal government of the Rohilla chief, 
menaced with misery and ruin under the exactions of the 
Vizir, to which, with a full knowledge of the circum
stances, the British ruler was about to condemn them.
The rapidity of Sir Robert Abercromby anticipated the 
arrival of the instructions which were forwarded to this 
effect. A battle was fought at Bitowrah, in which, after 
making a partial impressiou upon the British line, tho 
Rohillas were defeated. Negotiation followed, and an

1 It may be doubted if there is sufficient audio; ity for this insinuation. Ac
cording to Mn.itnjub ivfiurt, Mohammed Ali teas not put to dt mil until after tho 
Vizir’s interference in his favour. “ A letter having been received from tile
Rawab Vizir, requiring Gholam Mohammed to send his brother to Lucknow 
without delay, and threatening venueance if the order were not obeyed, tho 
conspirators decided on putting Mohammed Aii to death, and accordingly 
Ahmed Khan shot him while he slept.” It was then asserted that he had de
stroyed himself, but the story was not credited, and Asopii ud Dovriah, with 
ms forces, attended bv Mr. Cherry, immediately marched from Looknow 
Luc of Hafez Helmet I(han, 13L-W.

sir John Malcolm, Sketch of the Political History of India, p. 195.
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'!1(1 OK' VL Arrangeraent was made. The treasures of the late prince, 
chap. viT FyzoolJah Khan, were given up to the Vizir. And a 
— — — jaghire of ten lacs of revenue, under the express guarantee 

H35. of the English government, was grauted to Ahmed Ali, 
the son of Mohammed Ali.

The retrograde movement was uninterrupted in the 
Nabob s ailairs. “ The exigences of his government,” as 
we are informed by the Directors, “ were supplied by 
loans, on terms increasing in proportion to the sums 
demanded, and the discharge of one debt was effected, 
not from the revenue, but by contracting another of an 
increasing interest.” The ministers Hussein Iteza Khan, 
and Raja Tickait Roy, had become odious to him, by 
opposing obstructions to his will: and he accused them of 
the embarrassments which had growm upon him during 
their administration. His desire was to make Raja Jeeo 
Loll his minister; who had been one of his intimates for 
several years, and professed absolute subserviency. The 
aversion of the English government, to this minion was 
not unknown. The Nabob therefore was advised to 
assume the appearance of acting as his own minister ; 
while the business and power, in reality, passed into the 
hands of Jeeo Loll

The English troops, employed in the country of the 
Vizir, were always on the increase. Instead of the single 
brigade, which Hastings had pronounced sufficient, even 
the two brigades, for which Lord Cornwallis had made 
provision, in the subsidy of fifty lacs, were now exceeded. 
In their dispatch of the 22nd of April, 1790, the Directors 
commanded the two regiments of native cavalry, serving 
under the Presidency of Bengal, to be augmented to four; 
and, “ in order to relieve the Company from a consider
able part of the expense, they directed that every possible 
effort should be made to induce the Vizir to disband his 
own useless cavalry, and to apply a part of the sums 
expended in their support to defraying a part of the 
charges which the Company incurred by the proposed 
augmentation.” * With this proposition, the Vizir, at 
first, would by no means comply. And in March, 1797,

1 Collection o f  Treaties and Engagements with the Native Princes and States
of Asia, &r. j,i inted for the East India Company m 1812, p. 150—161.

3 Printed Papers, ut supra, p, 28.
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‘‘Twor'avowed objects,” as be himself expressed it, “ of chai>. vii 
inducing the Vizir to establish a reform in his administra- “  
tion, and to pay part of the new cavalry establishment, 
which he had already peremptorily refused. The influ
ence of the British ruler was not entirely without success; 
an agreement was obtained from the wretched Vizir to 
add to his former subsidy the expense of one European 
and one native regiment of English cavalry, provided the 
annual amount should not exceed five and a half lacs of 
rupees; and Tuffuzcl Hussein Khan, a man in whose 
probity and talents the Governor-General placed great 
reliance, was appointed minister.'

Only a few months elapsed, when, after a short illness, 
the Vizir expired. The eldest of his brothers was Saadut 
Ali, who, in fear of iutrigues, had been compelled to reside 
on a pension at Benares. To the succession of Mirza Ali, 
the eldest son of Asoph ud Dowla, Saadut Ali offered ob
jections, asserting that neither he, nor any other of the 
reputed children of the late Vizir, was really his offspring; 
and he urged his own pretensions to the vacant throne.
The arbiter in this great dispute was the Governor-Gene
ral. The acknowledgement of the late Vizir who had 
treated Mirza Ali as his sou and successor; the undoubted 
principle of the Moslem law, which renders that acknow
ledgment a valid title ; the acquiescence of the Begums, 
the wife and mother of Asoph ud Dowla ; the concurrence 
of the capital; and the danger of admitting reports on 
the filiation of princes to decide the question of their suc
cession, swayed the mind of the Governor-General; and 
Mirza Ah, commonly known by the name of Vizir Ali, 
was placed on the musnud, and recognized by the English 
government as Nabob of Oude.

The young sovereign had not long enjoyed his power 
and dignity, when complaints were received by the Go
vernor-General, both inspecting his title, and respecting 
his conduct. The situation of affairs appeared to require 
the presence of the English rulor; and he began his jour
ney to Lucknow. Upon his arrival, he found a scene of 
intrigue of extraordinary activity, and extraordinary com
plication. The elder Begum, having interfered with the

> Printed Papers, ut supra, p. 28.
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.duct of the Nabob, bad been urged to return 1
1; and animosity succeeded to friendship. Almas Ali 

— ——  mnan, who had been an object of distrust to the British 
1 i 07. government for many years, and forced to keep aloof from 

public affairs, had so successfully employed lii3 leisure, in 
carrying on the business of renter, that a great proportion 
of the country was now placed in his hands: and he was 
the most powerful individual in the state. Upon her 
quarrel with the Nabob, the Begum had resigned herself 
to the councils of this man ; who advised an apparent 
reconciliation with the Nabob. “ On my arrival at Luck
now,” says the Governor-General, “ the confederacy be
tween the Nabob and Begum appeared indissoluble, and it 
was the opinion of the minister that they could not be 
disunited. The principal adviser of the Begum was Almas, 
either directly, or through (her principal eunuch) Jewahur 
Ali Khan. And Hossein Reza Khan, and Tiokait Roy, 
mo^od under their bunners. With the Nabob, his father- 
in-law, fcherf Ali Khan, was supposed to have the most
jpfll..,nu., The object uf all putties was to oppose the 
English influence.”

l ’rcaeutly the views of the actors began to disclose 
themselves. And a malady which attach, d the Nabob 
tliu measles, or small-pox, shortly after the arrival of the 
Governor-General, afi'orded a favourable opportunity for 
intrigue.—“I confess,” says the Governor-General “with
out reserve, that I never was involved in a scene of more 
perplexity and profligacy.”

“ On the 29th of December,” (I still use the language 
of the Governor-Generals report,) “ Almas, who had most 
sedulously studied,appearances, waited on the mininicr 
and entered mto conferences with him which lasted several 
days. He began with strong complaints of the 
,.f Vizir Ali, whom, ho designated by a most opprobrious 
term. He spoke of him as spurious and profligate; as a 
man who would ruin the country by his vices and pro- 
lus.l0“ : mentioned the earnest wish of the Begum
en< umself, that he should be deposed, and some ono of 

lions of Suja ud Dowk, bo placed on the musuud, ex- 
l ,ll< a!1 1 be sons of Asoph ud Dowla, as spurious.” The 
,me repicHcutaticna were successively repeated to the 

rnor-Geueral, and to the Governor-General in com-



the Commander-in-Chief. Mirza Jungly, a BOOK VI. 
Brother of the late Nabob, younger than Saadut Ali, was chap. vn.
the person whom the Begum and Almas combined in r e - ---------
commending. And “ a large pecuniary sacrifice,” says the 1797. 
Governor-General, “ was promised, as a compensation for 
my acquiescence.”—“ Almas,” ho continues, “ acts in the 
name of the Begum; and while he pretends to disavow, 
on her part, all wish to intorfore in the administration, 
his propositions to me were directly calculated to place it 
in her power.”

Great industry and skill had been employed in prepos
sessing the mind of the Governor-General wiih the most 
unfavourable opinion of the young Nabob, as a man be
tween whose character and the interests of the English 
an irreconcileable contrariety was placed. He was repre
sented as extremely profuse in his expenditure, and 
th e re fo re ,  lik e ly  to  a b so rb  th e  fu n d s  fro m  w h ic h  a n n u a l
payments to the English might proceed ; as of a violent,
ungovernable will, and therefore unlikely to bo obedient
to t.ho English ; nod finally, aa altogether avoreo to I ho 
English, and likely to use his utmost endeavours to free 
himself from their yoke.

The belief of these representations, communicated* to 
the Governor-General, appears to have decided the ques
tion . I t prepared his mind for annexing weight to any 
evidence which might be preferred of the spuriousness of 
the mail whom ho wished not to reign. I t was no objec
tion to the legitimacy of the Nabob, that he was not the 
non of the Begum, who hail no child ; that ho was the son 
of a female, menially employed in the zenana. He was 
acknowledged by Asoph ud Uowla as his son, and, accord
ing to the laws of the Moslems, that was enough. Toll seen
A li K h a li, however, o c o n fid e n tia l cum uoli of the Into V izir, 
told the following story: that the mother of Vizir Ali had 
a husband of her own rank ; was never confined to tho 
zenana, but quitted it daily, as is customary with menials 
of the same description, and went to her husband’s houso ; 
that Vizir Ali was not the son of the Nabob, but pur
chased of his mother for 500 rupees after his birth • 
that it was customary for the Nabob, having no progeny, 
to purohaso women who were pregnant, and bring up 
their children as his own ; and that this was the origin of

\.\ <§1> . DISPUTE ABOCT VIZIR ALI. L t



HOOK '"1. ill! tlie children who were now regarded as the offspring ol 
ctefe viiVAsoph ud Dowla!
---------  In this statement, the only point of real importance

1/97. Was, whether Asoph ud Dowla was, or thought that he was, 
the father of the child produced by the mother of Vizir 
Ali. Tehseen Ali Khan said, that he was not, and did not 
know of her pregnancy till after the birth of the child. 
And upon this story, told privately to the Governor- 
General by Tehseen, who complained of having been 
treated with injustice by the Nabob, and who might have 
been suborned by his enemies ; told without confrontation 
with the public, without confrontation with the Nabob, 
without cross examination, without counter evidence, 
without hearing anything the party affected might have 
to adduce in his behalf, without pushing the inquiry by 
examination of other persons to whom the secrets of the 
zenana might be known, and corroborated only by what 
he was told was the public opinion, did the Governor- 
General declare, that a man whom ho had acknowledged 
as Nabob of Oude, and who succeeded to the throne with 
the apparent concurrence of all ranks, except the singlo 
voice of Saadut Ali, was not the son of the late Vizir, and 
ought to be displaced from the throne.

It is impossible to read the account* of this transaction, 
drawn up by the Governor-General, and not to be im
pressed with a conviction of his sincerity, and his desire 
to do justice. But it is easy also to perceive how much 
hi.; understanding was bewildered ; and impossible not to 
confess that he decided against the unfortunate Nabob the 
great question of a kingdom, upon evidence upon which a 
court of English law would not have decided against him 
a question of a few pounds.” 3 1 * * * V

1 Minute of Sir John Shore, detailing the me&s res which led to the deposi
tion of Vizir All, S e e . ,  printed papers, nt supra, -No. 1. p. 1.

2 The tale of Tehseen, said the Governor-General, eoncorded with public 
opinion. But what knew the Governor-General about ihc public opinion of
GihIo. except what he was told? And what was he told, except by a few' indi-
viduaig who surrounded him; and who concurred, for their own purposes, in 
wishing Vizir Ali to i deposed? The utmost that can be said for ti e tale of

V< t n tl,at i* not in itself incredible, or, perhaps, improbable. But
r ' 1 „ ,lf 1U)t ‘i :..‘ion. The only question w v, whether there was or was
ti 'n *° es*tablish the allegations. Undoubtedly hi-' private eonversa-
lu ii with the Governor-General, aided by what a few individuals to ld  the Go-

oitor- leneral about public opinion—was not evidence sufficient to vest 
* to on* wm‘ th:: character of facts.—M.

go corrobor itive evidence was not whuc the Governor-General was told by

1*88 m  J f j  HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. V X  I



resolution of deposing Vizir Ali was taken, BOOK VI. 
t l ie  choice of a successor was easily made. Saadut Ali chap. v ii.
was the eldest surviving son of Suja-ad-dowla ; and would ----------
not, as Mirza Jungly, become a tool in the hands of the l ' 9'. 
Begum and Almas. When the treaty proposed by the 
Governor-General was communicated to Saadut Ali, it was 
not the time to dispute about terms. He gave his consent 
to every particular. He then proceeded to Cawnpore; 
from which he was escorted by a large body of European 
troops to Lucknow. The military force of the country 
was almost wholly English. The Nabob was, therefore, 
completely helpless ; and Saadut Ali was proclaimed, 
without opposition, on the 21st of January, 1798.

The terms, to -which he had at first assented, were some
what modified after he came to the throne. I t was finally 
established, that the annual subsidy should be raised to 
seventy-six lacs of rupees, and that the fort of Allahabad 
should be made over to the English. I t was also arranged 
that the regular amount of the English forces stationed 
in Oude should be 10,000 men, including all descriptions ; 
that, if at any time the amount should exceed 13,000 
men, the expense of all the troops above that number 
should be defrayed by the Nabob ; if it should fall below 
8000 a proportional reduction should be made. The Nabob 
further agreed, to pay twelve lacs of rupees to the Eng
lish, as compensation money, for the expense of placing 
him on the musnud ; and not, without their consent, to 
hold communication with any foreign state, to employ no 
Europeans in his service, or to permit any to settle in his 
dominions. Finally he agreed to allow a lac and a half of 
rupees as an annual pension to the deposed Vizir Ali, who 
was removed to Bouares ; and to afl'ord a suitable main
tenance to the rest of the reputed children of bis brother 
the deceased Nabob.” 1

The transaction had one attractive feature ; that of gain

disinterested persons to be the public opinion only, but it was their own belief 
and conviction. Various individuals were consulted, of whom many were im
partial witnesses, and they concurred in the opinion of the public, the accuracy 
of which is never questioned in India. There is no doubt that Vizir Ali was 
not the son of Asopb-ad-dowla,and his maintenance on the throne would have 
been the perpetuation of an act of great injustice to .Sadat Ali. .See Minute of 
Governor General, printed in the 1st Vol. of the Asiatic Register.—\Y. 
p Papers, ut supra, p. 19—22.—Collection of Treaties, ut supra,
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) the Company : and it received the most cordial appro- 
c h a p . vn. bation of the powers, ministerial and directorial, at home.
— ------  The political letter to Bengal, dated 15th May, 1799, after

1798. a full commentary upon the proceedings, thus declares :
“ Having taken this general view of the subject, with a 
minute attention, however, to all the papers and proceed
ings, we are, upon the whole, decidedly of opinion, that 
the late Governor-General, Lord Teignmouth, in a most 
arduous situation, and under circumstances of such deli
cacy and embarrassment, conducted himself with great 
temper, impartiality, ability, and firmness ; and that he 
finished a long course of faithful services by planning and 
carrying into execution an arrangement, which not only 
redounds highly to his own honour, but which will also 
operate to the reciprocal advantage of the Company, and 
the Nabob Vizir.” 1

On the 1st of August, 1792, Sir Chai'les Oakely suc
ceeded General Medows, as Governor of Fort St. George, 
and President of the Council at Madras. Sir Charles 
remained in the government till the 7th of September, 
1794, when Lord Hobart was placed at the head of the 
Carnatic Presidency. On the 13th of October, 1795, 
died, at the age of seventy-eight, the Nabob Mohammed 
Ali, tVala Jah ; and was succeeded by Omdut ul Omrab, 
hia eldest son. From the dato of the treaty, framed by 
Lord Cornwallis in 1792, the payments of the Nabob, 
being in the years of peace, had, through the agency of 
the money-lenders, been regular. But the country, made 
over to the cruel exactions of this description of men, 
had rapidly declined. Tho continued operation of the 
same causes threatened to extinguish the resources of the 
government; and, though no attempt had been made to 
ameliorate the state of affairs during the lifo of Moham
med All, the succession of Omdut ul Omrah appeared to 
Lord Hobart to present a favourable opportunity for in
troducing those reforms of which the necessity had become 
fco urgent.

On the ith of the same month in which the Nabob 
died, the President deemed it expedient to place on record, 
by a Minute in Council, a description of tlie ruinous course 
into which affairs had proceeded, under the arrangement 

* Printed Papers, utsupra, p. 31.
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* S0Ulce eyil was laid iu “ the usurious BOOK VI.
oans,Avhich,’ says he, “ it has long been the practice, cha p . h i . 

piincipally among the European gentlemen of the Presi- — ~ — 
make to the Durbar for mortgages upon the 

different provinces of the Carnatic." Some of the prin
cipal houses of business at Madras, said the Governor, 
or even some of the Company’s servants, enter into an 
agreement with the Nabob for the payment of the sums 
which may have become due to the Company’s treasury.
They receive a mortgage upon a portion of the territory 
To render this availing, they stipulate for the appoint
ment of the manager of the territory. I t  is also requisite 
to establish an understanding with the military com
manding officer of tho district. And, then, the chain of 
power is complete. Then, the unhappy ryots aro delivered 
over to the uncontrolled operations of men who have an 
interest in nothing but exacting the greatest sums in the 
shortest time, of men, “ hardened by practice, and with 
consciences lulled to rest by the delusive opiate of interest 
upon interest.” 1

I t  is not in the way of direct exaction alone, tha t the 
mischief was accomplished. “ Another endeavour,” says 
the President, “ of those engaged in a concern of this na
ture is to enhance the price of grain by artificial means, 
lest the ordinary price of that article, the solo sub
sistence of the natives, should fail to answer the large 
advance of money, and the exorbitant advantage expected 
upon it, by the soukars,” or subordinate money-lenders, 
to whose ruinous assistance the ryots were compelled to 
have recourse. “ The means of effecting this purpose,” 
continues the magistrate, “ is easy j for the necessitous 
condition of the ryots compels them o dispose of their 
grain as soon as it comes into their possession, in order 
to satisfy the urgent demands upon them which I have 
already described: the purchasers of this grain monopo
lize it, until tho demand advances the price. If, towards 
the expiration of the season, any part of the grain should 
yet remain on hand, the expedient is, to divide the whole 
quantity, in whatever condition it may be, amoDg the 
inhabitants: and tho people are compelled (in general

1 Papers relating to the Affairs of the Carnatic, No. 2; printed by order of 
the House of Commons, in 1803.
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BOOK i'l / th e  manufacturers) to take it at a valuation considerably 
above the market price.”

Such was tlle general course of oppression. The mode3 
were infinite. “ The subject,” says the indignant Governor, 
“ is exhaust less.” '

“ After this exposition, no comment,” ho cries, “ can be 
required, to show thst this species of government, if it 
deserves the name of government, contains the most 
grievous oppression of the people, the certain impoverish
ment of the country, and, consequently, the inevitable 
decay of revenue.”

A fact is here very forcibly urged upon our attention, 
of which it is important to find the true explanation. 
Under their dependence upon the English government, 
it has been seen, that the people of Oude and the Carnatic 
two of the noblest portions of India, were, by misgovern- 
ment, plunged into a state of wretchedness, with which 
no other part of India, hardly any part of the earth, had 
anything to compare. In what maimer did the depend
ence of the native states upon the English tend to produce 
those horrid effects ? The difficulty of the answer is not 
very great. The oppressions of tho native governments 
were limited by their weakness. When they received the 
use of English strength, their oppressions were limited 
->y nothing, but the physical jiowers of the people to 

exist under oppression. So ill has the science of govern
ment been hitherto understood, that under all the govern
ments which ever yet existed, except perhaps one or two, 
hole, is no regular and effective restraint upon bad 

government, except from the dread of the insurrection 
and rebellion of the people. In the governments of Asia, 
Ins produces no inconsiderable effects; as the frequent 

revolutions and changes of dynasty abundantly demon-

ih  kcsiUnc,"hesays,“ toadY.,nce,inwasiiotBup! .'rtedbytheautlior-
thp a/„ ,, J  1 e,t , ’. during a lute scarcity of grain in the southern provinces,
coilcrtnr rJ<! mti 1 10 ^ d in e ss  to write a public complaint to the Company’s 
the evn 1 '• * for selling grain to tho inhabitants — Nor avos
ir.g vc. s-1r i '  i « "  !thout .tlie interposition of this government, who by send- 
owu im,...: 'tKl' . 1 Wlth grain, induced the monopolizer*, from regard to their 
the meun, nr ,’Jwi redtorc the,r usual supplies to the market.” lie adds, “ As 
notorhm., ip, • vatl011 d- rease, the price of grain is e n h a n c e d n d  h is a 
f r o m  the Ir i]  X ; r T n  1SulyU n  eastern finances, IQ u fr y ,  how  m u c h  It d iffer*  
dactive to the f ' :i'Jlish c o r n la w } — \.. it a time of scarcity h  more pro-
diminished nUan,u- of P,enl-V’ owinb' ty the P™ee a; which thoAuounij: js sold.” Papers, ut supra.



Xfeai^L^j'lj^n misery had produced disaffection, and BOOK VI. 
dfeaShctibn had increased to a certain height, there was chap. vii. 
generally some popular leader who offered himself to the — —  " 
nation as an instrument of revenge, and cast the unworthy ’•
possessor from his throne. The progress, in general, was 
rapid and easy. When oppression produced a decline of 
revenue, the evident instability of the government deterred 
lenders ; money became wauting to pay the troops; the 
troops first clamoured and then mutinied; the voice of 
tho nation joined that of the arm y; a revolution took 
place ; and commonly, for two or three generations, the 
new family governed comparatively well. Among the 
small sovereignties of India, misgovornment produced 
weakness, and weakness invited conquest. The misgo- 
vernment, for example, of the Carnatic and Oude, would 
infallibly have produced the conquest, of the one by 
Tippoo, and of the other by the Majirattas : and as a 
prince was commonly strong; only because he governed 
well, to be conquered was among the happiest results 
which the people knew. Till, indeed, governments attain 
that high pitch of excellence, at which they really per
form, in the best manner, and at the cheapest rate, the 
services of government to the people, all changes are, in 
general, for the good of the people. I t  is the stability 
of governments, which, before this state of excellence, 
human nature has to dread. Now, it is evident that when 
the uncontrollable force of a British army is lent to an 
Indian prince, his subjects are immediately placed without 
the pale of hope. The Princo is completely set above 
the only fears, which, in his situation, could operate as 
a restraint upon his disposition to oppress ; that of in
surrection, and that of being conquered. The source of 
almost all oppression, in Asiatic and European govern 
ttents alike, is the rage of extorting more and more of 
their earnings from tho people. This passion, instead of 
being abated by the connexion with the English, is pro
digiously inflamed: when the tributary piince is can led 
to all the excesses of taxation, not only by his own ra
pacity, but the necessity of supplying the enormous de
mands of his European masters ; and when his soldiers, 
as well as people, are kept in abject and hopeless subjection 
hy the terror of European arms.

( i  (  | | M %  DEPENDENCE ON THE ENGLISH. ( C I s



.;^..RODIJ-TI,7 The progress of this oppression produced in the English 
^Ar- vlr. any determinate resolution of reform, only when the visi- 

ble desolation of the country presented the prospect of 
' • a rapidly approaching moment, at which the English

subsidy could no longer bo found. We have seen w h a t  
anticipations of this disastrous period the English rulers 
had already expressed with regard to Oude. The danger 
was still more imminent in the case of the Carnatic. “ I 
cannot,” says Lord Hobart, “but look with extreme anxiety 
to the nature of the security, provided by the treaty of 
1/92, for those resources on which the British interests 
on the coast of Coromandel materially depend. I cannot 
but see that the present system of collecting the reve- 
nues of the Carnatic manifestly invalidates that security : 
and that, whenever a failure may happen in the payment 
of his Highness’s kists, we shall in vain have recourse to 
it for the recovery of the defalcation.”

A palliative, if not a remedy, suggested itself, in tho 
prohibition of loans to the Nabob by Europeans; because, 
“ though the dealings of Soukars (native money-lenders) 
m the collection of revenue, were not of recent establish* 
ment, yet tho terms of loans had never been carriod to 
so usurious an extent as since the practice had been in
troduced among Europeans.”

however, the Governor declared to be ineffectual- 
The prohibitory orders hitherto published, have,” he 

says, “ all failed of their object. Because the evasion of 
them is easy to Europeans, through the agency of their 
native servant; and because the enormous profits which 
arise fiom those usurious loans, hold out an irresistible 
temptation to adventurers. To prohibit the intercourse 
of Europeans at the Durbar is ineffectual. Other chan
nels of communication are open ; and tho superintendent 
of a usurious loan at Palamcotah conveys his demands 
to the ears of the Nabob with no less certainty than he 
who lives in the precincts of Chepauk. As long, there
fore, as his Highness shall be so regardless of his true 
interests, as to deliver up his provinces, and his people, to 
pu dio depredation, so long will there be found men, who, 
+]' . l ° Pursuit °f extravagant advantages, will overleap 

Ir h 'U'1s of discretion and moral obligation.”
‘e.io circumstances, what is to he done ? “ So des-
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* y g | | yA? EMEXT 0 i’ a s sig n e d  d is t r ic t s . V a t  j

’■ Sa'^  •ft'^i'lent, “requires a remedy BOOK VI.
eac“ ,*ts source. Aiicl I have no hesitation in chat. viu

i n r  °Pmioni that there is no mode of eradicating ---------
the disease, but by removing the original cause ; and G95*
If flngi tllos®i districts, which are pledged for the security 
oi ms fasts, beyond the reach of his Highness’s manage-- 
m ent; m other words, assuming tho collection of the 
eveniie, and the whole of the internal government. And 

even this was a partial remedy ; for though it might alle
viate the distress of those particular districts, it left the 
remainder of the country to all the deplorable conse
quences of the misgovemment of the Nabob.

The Governor describes, in a style instructive for other 
occasions, the tissue of interests by which radical reform 
wan opposed. “ The disposition:” says he, “which his 
Highness has already evinced to opposo such an arrange
ment, leaves me no doubt of the real cause. It is not 
possible to calculate the extent and variety of interests 
which are involved in this one pursuit. And, though 
they arc subdivided in every direction of the Carnatic, 
yet at tho call of danger they all rally round a common 
centre. The great houses of business, who are the prin
cipal money-lenders at the Durbar, borrow from indi
viduals, who, though not absolutely engaged in the loan 
itself, are partakers of the speculation in a remote degree, 
and feel, with no less sensibility than their principals, the 
approach of danger. Similarity of interest makes a common 
oav.se ; and the great body of interest which is condensed 
upon this principle, is uniformly exerted to support his 
highness in an inflexible resistance against a melioration 
ot system, and to oppose a reformation which I consider 
essential to the national welfare.”* This representation 
is the more worthy of regard, as it is applicable, mutatis 
mutandis, to every government under the sun, in which 
there is need of reform.

On the day following the date of the Minute from which 
theso particulars have been taken, the Governor of Fort 
St. George addressed a letter to the Governor-General in 
Oouncil, in which he represents, that, iii consequence of 
several communications which he had with Mr. Dundas 
und with Lord Cornwallis, before leaving England, respect-

1 See the Mlnnto ef Lord Hobart, printed papers, ut supra, p, 99—lo-t.



ing the necessity of a change in that state of things 
c h a p . v ii. which was established by the treaty of 1792, he had 
— —— opened a negotiation for that purpose with Omdut ul 

1795- Omrah ; and that he had not communicated his intention 
to the Supreme Government, or waited for its concurrence, 
on account of the intrigues of those who, from personal 
interest, endeavoured to prevent the accomplishment of 
his object.

The first of the points which the Governor endeavoured 
to gain, was the transfer of the collections, including all 
the powers of internal government, in the districts pledged 
for the subsidy. The benefits would b e ; to the Nabob, 
the saving of the exorbitant interest which the usurers 
received ; to the people, deliverance from extortion ; to 
the Company, security against the desolation of the coun- 
t"y. The second point regarded the Southern Polygars. 
The right of collecting the tribute from the country of 
the Polygars had been yielded to tho Company by the 
treaty of 1792, but the nominal right of sovereignty 
reserved to the Nabob. This proved a source of obstruc
tion to the right ordering of the country ; and the Gover
nor was desirous of seeing it resigned. In the third 
place, ho endeavoured to obtain the cession of the forts 
in the Carnatic, which, according to an expression in the 
treaty of Cornwallis, were to be garrisoned by the troops 
of the Company.

To obtain the consent of the Nabob, Lord Hobart 
offered to relmquish certain claims, to the amount of 
thirty lacs of pagodas, or more. The influence of those 
who bad opposite interests prevailed. “ I t has been with 
the deepest regret,” said the Governor, “ that I have found 
the Nabob unmoved by my entreaties and remonstrances 
upon this subject: not that be has been insensible to the 
justice and expediency of what I have proposed ; but, as he 
has candidly confessed at several interviews with me, that 
lie has not the resolution to comply ; informing me that 
hi.-, i alive ministers and European advisers, so perplexed, 
plagued, and intimidated him, that- he could not venture 
upon the measure, notwithstanding his conviction that he 
ought to do so.” 1

Council, 24th November, 1795, Printed p ai<re, ut 
* • • i -  .. Lora Hobart felt what reformers are sure to experience,
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y^T^FMe.ooocrs of the Supreme Government carried their BOOK vT. 
ASt^ctaJiens even further than the President of the chap. v ii.
Council of Madras ; for no sooner was the decease of the ---------
preceding Nabob known, than they sent to that Governor 1795' 
their instructions, dated the 28th of October, 1795, to 
endeavour to obtain the consent of Omdut ul Omrah to 
the cession of all his territories.

Upon the failure of his endeavours to obtain the con
currence of the Nabob, Lord Hobart intimated his inten
tion, to assume the district of Tinivelly, for the liquidation 
of the debt termed the cavalry loan ; and to insist upon 
possession of the Carnatic forts. To this the Supreme 
Government objected, as an indirect mode of compelling 
the Nabob. They argued, that the treaty, in which that 
loan was not mentioned, gave no right to any assumption 
of territory for its liquidation ; and, although the treaty 
did say absolutely, and without any specification either of 
time or circumstances, that “ all the forts in the Carnatic 
were to be garrisoned with the troops of the Company 
aa some case had not occurred which was specified in one 
of the negotiating letters of Lord Cornwallis, the Supreme 
Government contended that even this measure it was not 
lawful to enforce.

Lord Hobart was of opinion, that the Nahohjhud him
self infringed the treaty, and thereby liberated the Com
pany from its engagements, by granting assignments, 
which the treaty prohibited, upon the districts mortgaged 
tor security of his annual payments: that self-preserva
tion, threatened by the rapid desolation of the country, 
and the loss of resources which it implied, justified the 
Company in such interference as the necessity of tho case 
required : and, above all, that tbe people of tho Carnatic, 
to whom, beside the claims of humanity, it would ho

wherever tlic interests opposed to reform continue to exist: “ l am aware,"
Raid he, “ of thr numerous enemies who will start up against me, for the part 
1 have taken. But 1 have a shield in the consciousness of an honest execution 
m my duty, which blunts their arrow s, and which will ultimately render nli 
t! ir efforts impotent and unavailable.—1 have forborne to bring forward the 
names of individuals, not beoau c I am not able to do so, but because the sub- 
Jeet is above personal considerations.—Let those who have amassed wealth bv 
JMh mean;:, enjoy it as well as they can. Let it be my pride to hnvo paid this 
J1nb»te to suffering humanity, by deterring others from the commission of sim'
Bar enormities." "Ibid. The enemies of reform in India, and the enemies of 
eform in England, are of ono aud the same caile.

( i  ( 3 S ,5a k t  a n d  t h e  g o v e r n o r ’s d i s p u t e . V a ^ l :



r
X^^^E^iYI. infamous to suppose, that the Company had not, by 

p. ̂ n. sharing the fruits of their labour, contracted sacred obli- 
17C, 0US'bt n°t be sacrificed in millions, to any

obligations, to any one man, which it was possible to 
contract.
a .?D, Bukjeot, the Supremo Government declared 

a their principles were fairly at issue with those of 
le Governor of Fort St. George,” and appealed to the 

au horities at home. That jealousy, which was so apt to 
an,so between the heads of the two Presidencies, especially 
when the head of the Supreme was inferior in rank to the 
lead of the subordinate government, appears on this oc
casion to have imbittered the opposition of the Governor- 
General. In the address from the Supreme Government 
to the Court of Directors,11 commenting upon the argu
ments of the Governor of Fort St. George, it is said; “ On 
the language of declamation or intemperance we shall 
never animadvert, unless it becomes necessary to the 
support of the authority of the Supreme ^Government; 
leaving it, on this, as on former occasions, to the observa
tion and notice of your Honourable Court.” On this ex
pression Lord Hobart remarked ; “ If I am not to defend 
my conduct, when attacked—attacked in terms, not indeed 
of intemperance and declamation, but of cool, deliberate 
censure and severity, impeaching my character, as a public 
servant, in a manner not possible to be misunderstood, I 
am placed in a situation wholly incompatible with a due 
regard to my own reputation.”

A-. for the principles stated by the _ Supreme Govern
ment us in opposition to his, he remarked that they 
could only be useful, in as far as they afforded “ rules 
sufficiently definite to refer to, when exigencies called for 
specific measures of government; but that principles, 
professedly admitting of deviation, fluctuating with cir
cumstances, neither alluded to, nor enumerated, but to be 
mtimatt d, as they arise, by the existing government—the 
propriety, or impropriety of that estimation to depend, 
md upon precedent, analogy, or any written law, but upon 

e subsequent opinion of the world—can never be pro- 
- r  ^ ose beneficial effects, avowedly sought for by 
1 uljretne Board.” 1 In this instance, the Governor of

supra, p.Val’93 I' crfl IIobart to tie  Court of Directors; print.] papers, ut
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i* i  ^  ) BUTCH SETTLEMENTS TAKEN. v C T  1!)
saw clearly, and justly exposed, the futility BOTJK \T. 

o f  those loose and indefinite expressions of obligation, cha p , t il  
which are so fondly and frequently made use of by the —— —  
half-informed persons at the heads of governments; ex- 
pressions which arc so effectual in misleading their under
standings ; but, at the same time, so fortunately adapted 
to enlarge the sphere of their arbitrary power.

 ̂Though, by the compound opposition of the Supremo 
Government, and of the powerful class of individuals 
whose profit depended upon the misgovemment of the 
country, no reform could be introduced, the war, which 
the progress of the French revolution brought on with 
the Dutch, provided for the Governor a sort of triumph, 
to which the enemies of reform, that is, of mankind, have 
seldom any objection. In 179D, an armament was fitted 
out at Madras, which, aided by a squadron of his Majesty’s 
fleet under Admiral Eanier, completely reduced the set
tlements of the Dutch, on Ceylon, Malacca, Banda, and 
Amboyna, without any incident of sufficient importance 
to require a particular description. Their possessions on 
the Peninsula were likewise subdued ; Cochin, after a 
great resistance. And their grand settlement at the Cape 
of Good Hope fell into the hands of the English, the same 
year. In 1797, preparation was made for expeditions 
against Mauritius, and the Spanish settlement of Manilla.
The first division of the armament against Manilla had 
actually sailed to Penang, the port of rendezvous ; when 
the accouuts received of the treaty of Campo Formio, 
and the suspicions excited of Tippoo and the Mahrattaa, 
frightened the government, after incurring the expense, 
into a renunciation of both enterprises.

In the beginning of the year 1798, Sir John Shore, who 
had been raised to the peerage, by the title of Lord Teign- 
inouth, resigned the government of India, and sailed for 

• England. Lord Clive, who was appointed to succeed Lord 
Hobart in December, 1797, arrived at Madras on the 21st 
°f August, 1798.

V̂J*E ■ G°î\
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CHAPTER Y IH

1798. L °rd Mornington Governor-General.—Agents o f  Tippoo at 
.f  5 fLv * rance.—Governor-General resolves on imme- 
■jlaf. ar-~Iinport o f the Circumstances.—-Opinions in  
J. u[' lzam All receives more English Troops and 
dismisses the French.— Unfruitful Negotiations at Poo- 
‘l“ L~ l >rogression of Governor-General's Demands.— 

ar begins.— Plan o f the Campaign.—March of the 
^IP -S iege of Seringapatam.— Alarming Situation of 

toe British Army in regard to Food.—Seringapatam 
taken, and the Sultan killed.— Division and Settlement o f 
the conquered Country.

"W HEN the Play of private interest is not instructive, 
either by the inferences which may he drawn from 

it, or by the consequences to which it leads, it escapes the 
curiosity of the historian, whose views are directed by 
utility alone. Whatever share ministerial intrigues may 
cave had, in the fluctuations of council, which attended 
-he choice of a new Governor-General, it is sufficient for 
us to relate, that after Lord Hobart was appointed, on the 
2"rd of October, 1793, to he Governor at Madras, he was 
nominated, on the 24th of December, in the same year, to 
succeed the Marquis Cornwallis, as Governor-General of 
India, That, enjoying honourable and affluent prospects 
at home, and at tha t time filling an office of high dignity 
and trust, Lord Hobart would not have left his country 
for less than the assurance of the highest place in India 
was well understood. Ministerial volition, of course, was 
the origin of both the one appointment and the other, 
the administration, however, of Sir John Shore, who suc
ceeded to the place of Governor-General, as senior mem- 
ber °f the council, immediately upon the resignation of 
j-ord Cornwallis, was not interrupted till the month o f - 
f  . > in the year 1797; when Lord Cornwallis was 
nominated a second time to fill the offices of Govemor- 

meial and Commander-in-Chief. The appointment was 
to the different Presidencies in India ; and a 

was I!' ° ”? • cxtraordinary, seemed to declare tha t there 
ordiiiaiw ' !U-g extraordinary in the cause of it. Extra- 

y  as it was, it remained without effect. In the



X^-Bagtrtjy^f^ctQber of the same year, it was notified to the ffbuiv \ \. 
hjffeg^rt Presidencies, that the Earl of Mornington was ohav. vni.
appointed to be Governor-General, in lieu of Marquis ----------
Cornwallis. He was appointed, it was said, “ under eir- 17h4. 
cumstanees, and for reasons, of a peculiar nature.” The 
Directors added, that “ various circumstances had induced 
the Marquis to resign his appointments.” 1 Such were the 
mysterious terms to which the actors thought fit to con
fine themselves.

The Earl of Mornington had recently distinguished 
himself by a brilliant speech in the House of Lords 
against Jacobinism, which recommended him to the 
ministry, as a persouago both of good principles, and of 
good abilities. The breach of faith to Lord Hobart it 
was proposed to compensate, viz. by money ; and that out 
of the Company’s purse. A proposition was brought 
forward for bestowing upon him a pension of 1S007. per 
annum, and this, after being once rejected in the General 
Court, was, nevertheless, by the due application of in
fluence, finally confirmed. The Directors, when pushed 
for their reasons, hinted, that the attempt of Lord Hobart 
to transfer to the Company the civil, as well as the mili
tary, government of the Carnatic, was, in some way, which 
they said it was delicate to explain, the cause which ren
dered it inexpedient that he should continue longer in 
India. “ That attempt,” they observed, “ whether owing 
to the ardour of Lord Hobart, or some other cause, un
fortunately failed. This failure involved his Lordship in 
an altercation with the Supreme Government; upon 
which the Court of Directors thought it right to support 
their Governor-General, and to recall Lord Hobart.”*

Lord Mornington arrived at Calcutta on the 17th of 
May, 1798, carrying out with him a mind more than 
usually inflamed with the ministerial passions then burn
ing in England ; and in a state peculiarly apt to be seized 
both with dread aud with hatred of any power that was 
Drench. He had possessed but little time for acquainting

1 Public Letter to Fort St George, 19th Oct. 1797. Papers relating to tiio 
Carnatic, ordered by the House of Cummous to be printed loth August, 1803,
1, 244.

J Speech of the Chairman in the General Court, Gih Feb. 1798. Sec t 'e  
Report of the Debate, in the Asiatic Annual Kcglslu', vol. i.
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ijniself with the comjilicated affairs of India,1 wheta~mflli^
' attention was attracted to a particular point. On the 8th

1798. ° ‘ ^UI)e> ahout three weeks after his arrival, a paper was
received at Calcutta, which purported to be a proclama
tion issued by the Governor at the Isle of France. The 
paper imported, that two ambassadors had arrived from 
Tippoo Sultan, with letters addressed to the constituted 
authorities of the island, and despatches to be forwarded 
to the government of France ; that the object of the em
bassy was, to propose an alliance offensive and defensive 
v.ita the French; and to request a supply of troops for 
the purpose of a war against the English ; a war, which, 
with an earnest desire to expel the said English from 
India, the Sultan was ready to commence, as soon as the 
French should arrive to assist him. The proclamation 
fhen invited the citizens to offer their services, on the 
liberal terms which the ambassadors of the Sultan were 
ready to offer.

This paper, which the Governor-General calls truly an 
‘‘extraordinary publication,” he was at first inclined to 
regard as a forgery ; because, if a scheme, of the nature 
here described, were really entertained, it was so much 
the interest both of Tippoo and the French, to conceal, 
and an act of such contemptible folly to divulge it, that 
such a total want of all capacity for business was scarcely 
credible, on the part either of a man intrusted with 
the government of the Isle of France, or of men whom 
Tippoo would choose for a delicate and important com
mission.

The Governor-General, nevertheless, received so violent 
an impulse from the paper, that he despatched a copy of 
it, even on the following day, to General Harris, the Oom- 
mander-in-Chief, on the coast of Coromandel, at that time 
occupying, temporarily, the station of Governor of Fort

j . M o r n i n g t o n  had tren  one of the commissioners for the affairs of 
arrival*,T]cei and waa not new *° them upon his appointment. On his
fiHin VsV*"-r“,pe Good Hope in Febrnarv, 1798, he found the despatches 
•hifor 11 ■ ia Soveniments on their way to England, which afforded him full

t,ie state of affairs in India. lie had also an opportunity of 
mg peraunally with Major Kirkpatrick, late Resident at Hyderabad, 

which big him therefore for becoming acquainted with the objects to
strioted to u ',! ,10n as 1" v°rnor-General was likely to be directed, was not re* 
V\ iflleslev v u- 1 u uftor arrival. See / snatches from the Marquess 

' c>». i. le tte r from the Cape,—W.
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X ^Sif'® SE g B . H is  d o u b ts  re s p e c tin g  th e  a u th e n t ic i ty  o f  th e  BO O K  V I. 
d o cu m e n t w ere d e c la re d  ; b u t  G e n e ra l H a r r is  w as co m - chap. v m . 
m an d ed  “ to  co n sid er , w ith o u t d e lay , th e  m e a n s  o f  o sse m - ”  
b lin g  th e  a rm y  o n  th e  c o a s t  o f  C o ro m an d el, i f  n e c e s s ity  ! ‘ “S' 
sh ou ld  u n fo r tu n a te ly  re q u ir e  s u c h  a  p re c a u tio n .”

On the 18th of June a letter was received, written by 
the Earl of Macartney at the Cape of Good Hope, for the 
purpose of conveying to the Indian government intelli
gence, that such a proclamation had, in fact, been issued 
at the Isle of France. And about the same time several 
persons arrived at Calcutta, who bad been present on the 
island, when the incident occurred. “A strict examina
tion” of those, whom the Governor-General calls “ the 
most respectable of those persons," was performed. If 
their information was to be relied upon, it appeared that 
toward the close of the month of January, 1798, two per
sons arrived at the Isle of France, by a ship from Manga
lore ; that they were received with great demonstrations 
of respect, treated as ambassadors from Tippoo, and, during 
their stay on the island, entertained at the public expense ; 
that, without auy previous rumour or notion on the island 
that aid was about to be given to that prince, or a war 
about to commence between him and the English, the pro
clamation in question, two days after their arrival, was 
fixed up, and circulated; that the persons, thus treated as 
ambassadors, were so far from disowning the publication, 
that they ostentatiously held the same language, saw it 
publicly distributed by their agents at the place of their 
residence, and made promises in the name of the Sultan, 
according to its terms ; and that on the 7th of March they 
embarked on board the French frigate La Preneuse, accom
panied by the men on whom the inducements held out by 
them had prevailed, to the amount of about two hundred 
including some officers.' From other sources the Go-

1 This is the account which is given in the Governor-General’s Letter to the 
Court of Directors, dated 20th March. 1799. In his minute, in the secret de
partment 12th of August, 1798, the following is the account. “ The ambas
sadors aided “ id as Med in the lew f 150 officers and privates, for the service 
of Tippoo BUder t'>e terms, and for the purposes, stated in the proclamation.
Few of the officers arc of anv experience, and the privates are the refuse of tho 
democratic rabble of tho island. Some of them arei volunteers; others were 
taken from the prisons, and compelled to embark. Several of them are Ctf- 
frees, and people of half caste. With such of these troops as were volunteers, 
the ambassadors entered into several stipulations and engagements, in the name 
of Tippoo.” In Tippoo'-. own loiter to the French Directory, under date the 
30th of August, 1798, he says he received only sixty soldiers.
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HOOK VI. vemor-General was informed, that the French frigate 
c h a p . v in .  arrived at Mangalore on the 26th of A pril; that both the
---------  Frenchmen and the persons by whom they had been

1(98. brought, were received with great marks of satisfaction by 
the Sultan,, and that the principal part of the Frenchmen 
were admitted into his service.

That the Governor-General should have regarded these 
incidents a:, tokens of the .hostile mind of Tippoo, was 
natural. The only material question relates to the nature 
of the impression on the mind of a wise man, which that 
inference was calculated to produce. That the mind of 
Tippoo, in regard to the English, was full of hatred, and 
the spirit of revenge, it needed no new incident to dis
close, or to confirm. In fact, the peace of Seringapatam 
was concluded with him, under a perfect conviction that 
his mind was breathing all the rage of disappointed ambi
tion and humiliated pride ; and if the hostility of his sen
timents had constituted a reason for war, in the opinion 
of the persons in India and Europe, who at that time com
posed the compound government of India, that peace would 
never have been made, as it was made, abroad ; nor ap
plauded, as it was applauded, at homo. The basis on 
which the wisdom of that agreement rested, was the sup
posed soundness of the conclusion, that the power of 
Tippoo, far from able to resist the British when entire, 
was so little formidable when diminished to one half, that 
the hostility of his sentiments, however intense, and how
ever certainly known, wag a matter unworthy of particular 
regal d, on the part of a people who declared all increase 
of territory unfavourable to their interests, and who, in 
the opposition of interest between Tippoo and tho Mnh- 
rattas, could not fail to behold a security against the 
most formidable of the enemies whom India could raise 
up.

The impression made upon the mind of the Governor- 
General, by the incidents of which the above is the ac
count, appears to have been strong and agitating iu the 
highest degree. “ Under all these circumstances, an im
mediate attack,” says he, “ upon Tippoo Sultan, for the 
puipose of frustrating the execution of his unprovoked 
and unwarrantable projects of ambition and revenge, ap
peared to mo to be demanded by the soundest musims.

(i(wf,  vct
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i util of justice and policy,—Such was the tenor of my opi- BOOK VI. 
mons as early as the 20th of June, 1798 that is, only ohaf. vm.
," °  daJ s after auy authentic information of the facts had ----------
een received. “ I therefore,” continues he, “ recorded my 1793. 
ecic e judgment, that it was necessary to assemble the 

■runes on the coasts of Coromandel and Malabar without 
c ay, and I issued my dual orders for this purpose on 
fiat day. \  have no hesitation in declaring, that my ori

ginal intention was — if circumstances would have admit
ted— to have attacked the Sultan instantly, and on both 
sides of his dominions, for the purpose of defeating his 

ostile preparations, and of anticipating their declared ob- 
:ect. I was concerned, however, to learn, from persons 
uost conversant in military details at Fort St. George, 
that the dispersed state of the army on the coast of Coro
mandel, and certain radical defects in its establishment 
would render the assembling a force equal to offensive 
movements against Tippoo, a much more tedious and diffi
cult operation than I had apprehended.” 1 

Either the Governor-General condemned the policy of 
the treaty which was concluded by Lord Cornwallis, and 
highly applauded by the ministers, by the parliament-, and 
by the people of England; or, such was the change in 
circumstances, that the enmity of Tippoo, which was nei
ther formidable, nor offered any reasonable prospect of 
being formidable, in 1792, had become intensely formidable 
in 1798 ; or, lastly, the mind of the Governor-General was 
in a state of inflammation, and decided upon suggestions 
totally different from a cool and accurate contemplation of 
the circumstances of the case.

•y Eo where, in his official correspondence, as he lays down 
the reasons of his conduct, does ho state any disapproba
tion of the treaty of Seringapatam. It seems, therefore, *

* Letter from Lord ilornington to the Court of Pirectors.duU'l 20th March 
1799. Papers presented to the House of Commons relating to ” .e late War iu 
the Hast Indies with Tippoo Sultimo ; ordered to be \ rimed 26.h Sept., 1799.
“ The necessarily dispersed state of lie) troops,” (t.iy&Coi. Jlcatson, Vimv or 
the Origin and Conduct of the War with Tippoo Sultaun, i. 15.) '• would have, 
been of kss importauce but for those radical defeers, which have in a certain 
degree ' times existed. Tin su p ;o c  .1 f r o m  a  s y t t u n  : f  tc u u o m y , which 
precludes the expense of establishing dapAts of grain iu different parts of our 
Possessions, and’of maintaining a Used u itablishmcnt ■ i  draught and ran  iage 
tattle , without which no portion of the Madras army, howe ver amply it might 
have been supplied witli every other requisite for held operations, we m a 
condition to net with promptitude and effect."
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BOOK VI. a proper conclusion, that no disapprobation of it existed 
CHAP. n u . m his mind.
_ _ _ _ _  'Whether, in the circumstances of Tippoo or the Eng' 

1798‘ hsh, there was any thing at that time, which rendered the 
inimical mind of Tippoo more alarming, than at the dat° 
of the peace, is the next point of rational inquiry. The 
English, unless we are to suppose that the government 
which they had established in India was too bad to admit 
of progression, must have advanced in all the elements of 
political power. They had enjoyed uninterrupted peace1 
they had taken possession, almost unresisted, of both the 
French and Dutch settlements in India ; time had been 
given to improve their experience, and their institutions 
and to reap the greatest possible fruit from the extensive 
districts which the partition of one half of Tippoo’s forme! 
territories had added to their dominions. On the side of 
Tippoo no change could possibly have taken place, except 
by the exertions which he might have made to improve 
his revenues, and his army — revenues completely ex
hausted, aud an army conquered and reduced — out of 
the resources of a country desolated in every quarter, 
by the ravages of w ar; and reduced to one half of that 
extent, over which the English had found it so easy to 
prevail.

I t would be ridiculous, and at the same time the deep* 
est imputation upon the English government, to suppose, 
that, intrinsically, the power of the English had not risen 
upon that of Tippoo, and rendered its preponderance still 
greater, during the interval of only six years which had 
elapsed since the pacification of Seringapatam. If then 
any danger to the English now accrued from Tippoo greater 
than the danger of 1,92, it must be sought for in causes 
exterior to the condition and resources of the countries 
appertaining to each. The connexion with allies was the 
only circumstance from without, by which the power of 
either government was affected.

W th respect to the English, it was, indeed, alleged that 
their allies, the Nizam and the Mahrattas, yielded a pros
pect rather of danger than of aid. This, however, was » 
encumstaueo which presented consequences of two differ
ed, sorts. If tho want of allies increased the causes of 

cir dread of Tippoo, it rendered them less able to fight
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'’•'Hh him, and therefore increased the motives to peace. BOOK VI.
they were perfectly able to fight with him, notwith- chap. viii. 

standing .-.he want of allies, this very circumstance proved, 
that they had nothing to apprehend from remaining at 
Peace. If  it Was alleged that they were able to fight 
n°w, but should not be able, after the lapse of some 
time, it implied that Tippoo’s government was better 
than theirs, and would more readily increase his re-
sources.

Besides ; it was not true, that the English were, to a 
considerable, if to any degree, less sure of auxiliary ope
rations, than at the commencement, or any moment since 
the commencement of the peace. The Mahrattas, it was 
Opposed, would stand aloof even if the Company were 
attacked. But in the first place, it was to be remembered,
*hat as the Mahrattas dreaded nothing more than the^ in
crease of Tippoo’s power, the natural conclusion was, that,

’ if they saw the Company in any danger, they would bo too 
strongly impressed with a sense of interest not to ofier 
effectual assistance, and if at present they showed indiffer- 
ence to the dispute, or rather a jealousy of the English, 
the reason was, because they saw the English not likely, 
by suffering at the hand of Tippoo, to make Tippoo for
midably strong, but much more likely, by crushing Tippoo,
0 raise their own power to a great and formidable b ight. 
t  was also true, that at the moment when Lord Corn

wallis concluded the treaty, a knowledge of the case was 
1 that was necessary to convince any man, that hardly 

m*y dependence could, even then, be placed on assistance 
i rom the Mahrattas. in the event of a subsequent dispute;

in fact, every circumstance, to which a hope of the 
« ^ ° P eration of that people against the aggressions of 
| i-'Ppoo could be attached in 1792, existed in equal force 

at the present hour, and was as likely to produce the desired 
effeet.

The only source of jealousy w hich regarded the Nizam 
tlle Second of the English allies, was the corps of sopovs 

1 co»nnanded by Frenchmen. In the sta'o of mind by 
: the Governor-General, and Englishmen of his in-

miiectual and morai caste, were at that time distinguished, 
lho very existence of a Frenchman was a cause of alarm : 
ai:"' a military corps, under the direction of Frenchmen,

■ e°l&x
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v̂ RQ0®^YI. assumed the dreadful aspect of a most enormous evil, ft 
o[ iA i■ viii. was, at the same time, however, a circumstance perfectly
---------  known, that this evil, whatever it was, it depended upoB

1798. the English themselves, by an act totally free from diffi
culty, completely to remove. The Nizam had already 
proposed to Sir John Shore the dismissal of the French 
officers in bis sendee, and the abolition of the corps, 
provided the English troops in his pay were so increased, 
and their services so extended, as to enable them to de
fend him against the aggressions of the Mahrattas. The 
English themselves, indeed, were eager to hold forth, that 
the French officers, by the avidity with which they ab
sorbed the powers of the state, had become odious to the 
Nizam, who was now alarmed at their daring encroach
ments, and eager for their destruction. In point of fact, 
it was found, that, as soon as the Governor-General pro
posed to agree to the conditions upon which the Nizaffl 
had already offered to dismiss the French, his assent wft® 
obtained, and this cause, if such it is to be deemed, 
seeking the destruction of Tippoo, was speedily taken 
away. The truth is, that the English were, in the firs*1 
place, stronger, intrinsically ; and, in the next place, no*" 
weaker, on any rational ground of computation, in respect 
of allies, in the year 1798, than in the year 1792. Tf then' 
was anything real, therefore, in the ground of alarm, it i® 
not in the circumstances of the English, but in those 
Tippoo, that it is to be found.

The revenue which it was possible for the very limited 
territory of the Sultan to yield, and the moderate am1? 
which that revenue could maintain, i t  is miserable t0 
contemplate as having been a subject of alarm, to a peoplf' 
possessing the resources of the English, and so many d0' 
greca advanced beyond their opponents in the art 
rcience of war. Of course, it is in circumstances extriu®*1, 
to his dominions, if in any, that Tippoo can be regard^ 
as having been formidable to tho English, or as laying 
them under any obligation, beyond that which exist' 
m 1792, t<> adopt extraordinary measures of self-defem'1.’ 
Tut, of such circumstances one only can bo named ; aflB 
that is, his union with the French. To clear up, there- 
rore, every difficulty in this, question of policy, it only 
remains to inquire how much of danger was implied i»

im i (Sr
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tw e& iS don  which he had formed with that formidable BOOK VI. 
people. chap. viii.

Tippoo was by no means without a connexion with the ----------
Trench at the date of the treaty of Seringapatam. A H98.
1' reach corps had formed a distinguished part of his army 
from the moment he ascended the throne. When that 
treaty was concluded, a war was impending between the 
English and the French ; and no man could have a doubt 
that Tippoo would gladly join the enemies of those whom 
ho regarded as his inveterate foes, should those enemies 
think of carrying their arms to that distant part of the 
globe. With all these circumstances fully before him,
Lord Cornwallis thought it wise to make peace. Had any 
now circumstance occurred, to make it wise iu Lord Wel
lesley to come to the determination, which he says he had 

I formed on tbo 20th of June, 1798, of attacking Tippoo 
immediately, if he had found it possible to assemble the 
troops 1 Two men had appeared at the Isle of France, 
aUd a proclamation had been issued by the Governor.
From this, as far as then was known, only one of three 
inferences could rationally be drawn. Either that it set 
f°rth a number of falsehoods, for the purpose of precipi- 
fating the English into an Indian war. Or that it was the 
'P'l of a madman making public a communication which 

was so much the interest of both parties to keep in the 
Pl'ofoundest secresy. Or, which was by far the most 
probable supposition, that it was nothing hut an act of 
peasting, bragging, folly, with something of very small 
rmportanee for its foundation. Nothing was more likely 
than that Tippoo, seeing the increase which had taken 
place in the French corps in the service of other native 
Powers, both in that of the Nizam, and that of the priu 
°'pal Mahratta power, was very desirous of increasing his 
own; and might have sent ageuts to the Isle of France 
fe? the purpose of engaging both officers and men. It is 
Well known, how much of boasting, and of exaggeration,
®hters into'the verbal intercourse of the E ast; it is well 
known, also, that Tippoo carried this weakness to excess,
*“d might be regarded as a braggart even among orientals. 
ifc i-i still further known, that on nothing was he fonder of 
tagging, than his power in relation to the English, and 
>he vengeance which, if provoked by them, he should one
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ROOK VI. day inflict. I t  was, therefore, not incredible, it was flighty 
chap. viii. probable, that with a view to obtain a more favourable , 

' reception to his application for leave to enlist soldiers i»
' ‘ the Isle of France, his agents were instructed to talk veil 

high, to boast of his enmity to the English, and even hlS 
power, if well supported by the French, to expel the® 
from India. Vapour of this kind was a thing too com®011 
in India to excite any particular regard. But it was not 
surprising, if it produced on the French Governor a very 
different effect. I t was very well known, at the period 
when the Governor-General was called upon to deliberate 
or to decide without deliberation, upon the question of 
peace and war, that a high degree of excitability had, by 
the events of their revolution, been conveyed to the mind3 
of Frenchmen; and they were almost as much disposed j 
to the language of vanity and ostentation as the orientals 
themselves: and the only rational conclusion was, that 
the Governor, evidently a very ignorant and foolish 
had been eager to adopt any occasion, however insign®' 
cent, of indulging bis propensity for boasting, exaggeration 
and display; that the loose, hyperbolical talk ol Indian® 
had been held forth as the momentous language of a 
solemn negotiation ; and that two agents for recruiting 
soldiers had been transformed into ambassadors, for th° 
purpose of contracting an alliance, offensive and defer1'  
sive, between the Sultan of ilysore, and the Republic of 
France.

But, even should we go so far as to allow the wisdom °f 
supposing that Tippoo had made an overture of the m°sf 
serious kind for an alliance offensive and defensive agaio3̂  
the English, an important question is still to be asked- 
Did this, in the smallest degree, alter the circumstances o 
the English in regard to Tippoo ? Was their danger, lD 
any respect, increased ] Would they have been perfectly 
safe to remain at peace, had not this overture been mad®
If so, in what respect did this overture increase the prohsj 
bility of evil ? It may be affirmed, without any dread 
refutation, that it produced no effect of that descript1011 
whatsoever. In i. ality, the incident disclosed nothin!? 
uitl, regard to the mind of Tippoo, which was not per'  
cetly known, beloved, and acted upon before; narocty'
Jo eager desire to do mischief to the English, and

, ■ I
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any power that would embark in tbe same BOOK VI.

3 especially with the French, whose power and chap. »m.
, marred appeared to offer so great a resource. In fact, the — - 

incident made a disclosure, which might have been re- 1198, 
garded as agreeable ; that the connexion between Tippoo 
and the French was so trifling, and their mode of inter
course so very childish and absurd. I t  might have been 
expected, and it ought to have been beforehand supposed, 
ruat a perfect and regular channel of communication was 
opened between them and that their conjoint means of 
annoying the English had been well digested, and perfectly
understood.

But, if this incident disclosed nothing with regard to the 
nunds of Tippoo and the French, except that they were 
less capable of doing mischief to the English, than might 
Before have beon reasonably expected, it can hardly be 
supposed, that an overture so loose, indefinite, full of ne
gligence and mismanagement, could add any thing to the 
motives of the French for carrying hostilities to India, if 
their circumstances admitted so costly an experiment.
« nd, lastly, if this overture intrinsically altered nothing, 
cither in regard to the dangers of the English, or their 
knowledge of that danger, except by showing that it was 
css than they might have supposed, was there any thing 

V°i' that is the last hypothesis) in the state and condition 
ul the French nation, at that particular time, which ren- 

°red it more likely they should now send an army to 
ndia, than at any period since the conclusion of the treaty 

0 keringapatam 1 During the two days between the 18th 
und the 20th of June, 1798, in which contracted space the 

°vernor-General made up his mind, upon the strength 
J the incident in quostion, to attack the sovereign of My- 
K°i'e instantly ; it may be affirmed, that he had uo rational 
gfound for supposing it more likely that the French 
'v°uld then make war upon India, than it had been at any 
Period since the war between them and England began. I t 
Evidently follows, that there was no reason for destroying 
yPpoo, at this particular moment, which had not existed 
J. every moment since the commencement of the negotia
t o r  peace.

“ till, the character of the policy which was pursued by 
Ue Governor-General remains to be determined, by the



BOOK VI. solution, not of the question whether more reason, tnanT**, 1 . c fVip
TctraCvni. any preceding period, existed for the destruction or

----------Sultan, but of the question, whether then s u f f i c i e n t  rBBS°ri
1798- existed as well as, if such where the coincidence, at V&f 

antecedent time. More obscurity rests upon this determi
nation. If it be true, that the Governor-General ought to 
have bc-on guided by the act of parliament, made and pr0‘ 
vided for the express regulation of his conduct, the ansW®1 
is not doubtful. By that act, all augmentation of territory, 
and every act of war against an Indian prince, except for 
self-defence, in the case of actual hostilities, was declared 
to iie contrary to the interest, and injurious to the honou* 
of the British nation. I t will be impossible to show, t ia 
the war into which the Governor-General was so eagei 
plunge, was a war of self-defence, except by such argunien - 
as will show that no war which has a prospect of adding 
to the securities of a nation can ever be a war of a difteren 
sort. If it was proper in the Governor-General to t iea 
the act of parliament with contempt; as the parlianren 
itself soon after declared that it was, by thanking and op 
plauding him for his flagrant violation of that a c t; and i 
the only question was, whether or not the British interes -• 
were to be promoted, or the contrary, by the ruin of fid- 
dreaded foe, the inquiry is more complicated. What was 
to be gained was abundantly obvious ; it was the saving 01 
the expense, which the maintenance of a force, suffi<dfu 
to guard against any chance of evil from his malign*^; 
would have required. This expense, if the war bv g°od 
fortune had not been so very short, would not pcrM ’8 
have equalled the interest of the money expended by 
war. llad this been the fact, more would have ' 'eL’nf 
lost, it is evident, than gained, by tho destruction oI 
Tippoo; for as to the mere increase of dominion, indcpe® 
dent of security, that, in the shape of a good, was not k s 
violently renounced by Lord Mornington, than by the paf' 
liament, and by the nation at large. I t was on tUl 
foundation, or otherwise it will be difficult to find one, 
which, after conquering the dominions of Tippoo, inste 
°f keeping tho whole for the benefit of bis country, ’ 
fiavc to others an important part, and even urged upon * , 
he Mehrattas a portion which they refused. With reg8* _ 
0 "  hat was lost to the British interests by the destT,ic
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(for even the power of Tippoo was an evil BOOK VI. 
thin 1. its good), it is much less easy to form any chap. viii.
t h e 6 a determiu^ e  opinion. ‘While Tippoo existed, ----------

lahrattas might be confidently expected to be much 173S- 
lJ, nd ^^servient to the English, on whom alone they de- 
foe ti 7or assistance against this their greatly dreaded 
vdioii aU ^hey were likely to be after his destruction,
■ty-, every source of apprehension was taken away, 
the >raraoimt  of evil might be involved in thus relieving 
not tahr&ttas from all dependence upon the English, can
to cj .°?Urse> be exactly defined. The English were able 
site las*"‘He them when they thought chastisement requi- 
jn " A case might even be supposed, in which Tippoo 
ratetaa °7 being 3X1 opponent, might have been a confede- 
ti0n °v Mabrattas against the English. This supposi- 
w) l’1~°'vever, is obviously coufined to one case, that in 
|,r- 01 the English, renouncing their pacific policy, should 
evil'S the Mahrattas into a greater dread of unprovoked 
ij,. u'om the English, than they lay under in regard to 
their "^s aSairs were actually situated, the effects of 
at>ii etnaucipation from the dread of Tippoo soon began to 
the B and Governor-General found himself under 
v...,, uPPosed necessity of checking their audacity by a

0^ ;  1 tbe contemplation of the facts, made on other oc-
Vhicv \  aa impression, correspondent to the inferences 
at tj 1 have here been drawn : made such an impression, 
l nij; 0 “‘mo, on the minds of the mast instructed men in 
2*th ! r Bre *s a rfimarhahle document to show. On the 
bitant Jl1^ ’ 1798’ a meot‘11°  waa held °f the British inha- 
butj s Calcutta, on the subject of the voluntary contri- 
hutirIlS *a suPPort of the war against the French, contri- 
der)°ns Promoted with great zeal by all expectants and 
dorr/ - ^  on government, in every part of the British
hleh 1 °nS' 'b'0 *bi8 ®a®«ting great importance was at- 
aiJ(| ed> and all the persons highest in their consequence, 
bjy Warmoat in their aspirings, wore forward, by the exhi- 
a0 1° ! °7 their persons, and of their fervour, not to omit 
iQ ftn opportunity of establishing a new title of merit 
mer 10 ayes of their superiors In  this splendid and nu- 
o ^ 0118 assembly, the Advocate-General, Mr. Burroughs, 

the introductory address, at great length, and with
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best of his eloquence. He introduced in it tEeTtme*' 
observations, which constitute an article of evidence, 

—— —  of some weight, in determining the questions which arise 
out of the circumstances of tha t important era. “ Every 
naan, he said, “ a t all acquainted with our situation, must 
know tha t in India we never before were so powerful and 
so unassailable, as at the present moment. We have an 
army infinitely stronger, in number and discipline, than 
we ever had before in India. We are without an enemy 
who can venture to attack u s ; and he would assert,that 
there was not a single native who would now even wish to

" * • *  014 TSw “
But that prince had received such a lesson in the last

°f ‘\ e implacable hostility of 
a favourable moment should occur, they were dis^ioateTT\Z  ♦?* he r?gardedh;} 
Mauritius, and the proclamation of the French Governor*^ S f  J^lss'ou t0 

* surd and premature, was authentic evidence of the ^ , o hl.Ch ̂ PVer "Ji' 
designs. It would have been strange policy to have w nifii fellmgs 
ment of the la tter; to have repeated the imbecility of ' ^ dJ ° ^ thcacconiPllsJj' 
in the war with Hyder, and suffered Tippoo to Madrasgoverninent
a  force could be organized to oppose hhn. P e rn 't^ i^ * 0 * ie (-'arnat,c before 
hostilities is a  more expensive and anxious stui« for actaal
operations once commenced must h ^ ? “ S S in a  ten a ° f .Warfarc* W - *  
probebility is indefinite. It is argued in the text Y w  ^ r™ing.against their 
pedient because Tippoo was weak. Was the Rhm’ i, * were inex-
till lie should be Strong; till the negottotioM w S  g"vt'rnrae,' t then to wait 
on will, France should huve brought him n,e t-ir. • wa3 publicly carrying 
organized army of ltnymond, or succours from Frnr!J« l'^bP ,’ration cf tlio 
have been easy — the hitter more practicable than former wonia
imagined. The same chance that lauded a : ‘ , Pf'diclans of Calcutta 
period, in spite of the superiority and vigilance o ' “1 *-8W a t this 'c ry
rated in sending to the Sultan a body of officers and me, , ’ ’" 'S 1'* have opc- 
sources would have been made powerfully to con tn l, bX "’hose aid hisre- 
perils of our Indian empire. The co-operation of i“l  . annoyance and 
beyond a handful of soldiers from the H e  of Trance w'l. an «--xtent t:n 
tall, and formed part of the plan which led to tin- invVon of r ° Ut.t0 «er 
from Buonaparte to Tippoo, was well calculate d t om l ? ®  ', ,A f  mi 
the Government of India. There was also grout,, f l F  hl™ and t0,aJl 
threatening o'titude of Zcmnun Shah on the north-wes?>lSmh a"S10nr,1d al
though the event was not a reasonable subject r f  d o u b t e r  w h u h S  were 
unavoidable, and they were prudently ns well as bohm anticlpatcd bv the 
promptitude and determination of the Uovernor-Gcneral The lffio o f conduct 
which he adopted concurred entirely with that er,mined by the authorities »  
England, ns soon as the information of Tippoo’s proceeding reached them. A 
letter from the Secret Committee, of the I8th June instructs th e (“ "
vernor-General, that if he should judge that Tippoo's designs are such as t>ie 
french prot lamation represents,and that lie is making preparations toact !’1” ' 
tilely. it will be advisul lo not to wait for such an attack, but, to take the uu,y  
Mmnediatc and decisive measures to carry the war into the enemy’s country* 
1 he circuiitstances described in the text prevented tin previous fulfih«e!1; !'• 
t'••ii i tructions, but there can be no doubt tliat wi•. i hostilities are, }'•*■% 
w<iro this instance, sooner or later unavoidable, .und policy, o;-v '’,1.r r 
common sense* prescribes that no time shall be granted to an enemy t°

.nnalable. See the WeUeslcv Despatches, \c i .i .  p.63, t>3, 1 *'
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must deter him from any such enterprise BOOK VI ■ 
“gain, even if he could have the aid of France in doing so. chap. viii.

ny aid from Europe it was impossible he could h av e ,---------1
^ ’Bsidering the total want of ships in France, on which 
the°FS cou^  transmitted ; and we know besides, that 

English ®eets maintained the entire dominion of the 
ioal ' aÛ  ^ at °Ur enem ês were every day lamenting their 

a dity to send one sail in safety from any of their 
Tk p M ^ ey  were all blocked up by the British navy.

..j French islands in India had thrown oil all connexion 
1 t  ranee, and instead of taking any part against us,

, H ' now look to us as friends, to protect them from any 
®mPts which might be made on them by France.” 1 
t-onipeiip^ reluctantly to abandon the design of imme- 

lately invading Mysore, tko Governor-General, neverthe- 
®Ss> renewed his orders for assembling the army with the 

' 'oallest possible delay. In the policy of this measure, the 
, a ras council by no means concurred. Besides the 

time necessary for assembling the army, the ex- 
j I,so> they said, would he so enormous ; and so much 

°er Would be imavoidably created of provoking hostili- 
d(.v Tippoo, by vast preparations importing the
fi ‘ol.of war; that they could not think themselves justi
ce 'without a strong representation, in obeying the ordei'S 
q . c“ they had received.2 “ Not discouraged,” says the 
tj0 °rnor--General, “by these suggestions and representa- 
(jg J insisted on the immediate execution of my or

th o ^ '0® the interval which was r-equirod for assembling 
Kotia? “y’ Governor-General found employment in ne- 
'‘ers1 Ul° Nizam Ali the dismission of the French offi- 
WkJ an<̂  the dissolution of their corps. His minister, to 
jjj:. ni the business of the state was almost wholly corn- 

^'i, Was a partisan of the English, and well disposed
1 Sepvol. i r .a Report of the business of this meeting: Asiatic Annual Register,
5 a JrGnicle, p 31.

v> ‘w of tlio late War in Mysore, in a Letter from an officer in India.
I* lo j:[ by m . Wood 1- i- M. P . Colonel, and late Chief Engine- r. Bengal,
, 3 Ibid Oovc-mur-UeinM-al's Letter, ut supra, parag. 38 
with 1 ’•••iOBcl Boatson savs (Views of the origin ate' Cantu t of the War 

• too Suit',JO’ ’• *)• " The apprehenaiona entertained from the design' of T -  
fUld,. “ u "ere certainly, at that period, comkk-iv.U. imrca-cd by the hold 
c> 1'i'W  i “ en-urM of preparation ami defence, •• l-wh tlie »l 'maw Utiles- 

8ul>raii,« 1 proper to adopt, a very few weeks after ha had taken charge of tbo 
*  government of India.”

V°L VI. P



BOOK VI. for the annihilation of the French party ; as soon as tn 
chap. viii. British government would consent to replace them by ®
---------  force adequate to the service which the French perform®

1798. jn |jjg protection of the country. The Nizam was not a 
together blind to the dangers of placing himself in a sta 
of helpless dependanco upon a superior power: nu 
totally unequal as he knew that he was to the defence 
himself against the Mahrattas, against the Sultan, 01 
against the English, it was easy for the minister to con
vince him that he was safer in the hands of the Engl'8 
than of either of the other two. From the attainment o 
what he regarded as an object of unspeakable importance) 
the dissolution of a French corps iu the service of 
Nizam, Lord Mornington wa3 far from allowing himsel  ̂
be restrained by any dread of offending the Mahra 
the motive by which the mind of his predecessor had 
swayed. His instructions were issued to the acting R . 
dent at Hyderabad, on the 8th of July, to open a nego 
tion with the Nizam: and, on the 1st of September,^ 
treaty was concluded, by which four battalions of Bh 
troops were added to the fonner two, and the Bn 1 
government was pledged for the protection of the Nns 
against any unjust demands of the Mahrattas. The N*ta > 
on his part, engaged to disband the French corps m 
service ; to deliver over its officers to fcho British govcio 
ment, whenever the whole of the British force shorn 
arrive in his capital; and to raise the subsidy, which & 
paid for tho maintenance of the British troops, ft'0111 
67,713, to 2,01,425 rupees per month, ,

Though the force which the French officers comma®®6 
consisted, after all the alarm which it occasioned, of 
than 14,000 men, it was necessary to take precaution 
against the chance of their resistance Pending the _neg 
tiation, the additional troops destined for the service - 
the Nizam were collected in that part of the Comp8® ^  
territory which touched upon his frontier; and, on 
10th of October, joined the two former battalions Ql- 
derabid. Fortunately for the schemes of the Gove»>- 
General, Raymond, whose talents and great inn,ie p 
might have been formidably exerted for the preserve 
of his newer, had died a few months before; and a strufcjj^ 
for asoenditney had introduced great animosity and J

f ( S ) |  < S L
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™"flt-3ato the corps. Not only the Nizam, but even the ROOK VI. 
'Ulster himself, wavered, however, and drew hack, when chap. v:. 
ie enterprise came to the verge of execution. In so little —

Br't-6 Wtl3 ^ ' s n ea tly  dreaded corps really held by the i 1 Jt!'
j; 1 181 °fficer, who commanded the six subsidiary batta- 
depf’ did not  hesitate to take a decisive step. He
i C ar®d his determination, unless the Nizam came to the 

wc-mate resolution of fulfilling his engagements, to 
au'd ° aa attack 011 ^ le French camp with his own forces, 
as want °f &ith in the Nizam’s government

' io cause of all the consequences which might ensue, 
laoslamation was soon after sent to the French camp, 
nounoing the discharge of the officers, and declaring it 
eason in the soldiers to obey them. The soldiers were 
ready in a state approaching to mutiny. The disorders 

. 'v proceeded to greater violence ; and the officers were 
^Prisoned by their men. In this helpless situation, the 
-amp, which at the time did not contain above 11,000 men,

" rest of the corps being on a distant detachment, was 
’,|u 0:,nded by the wffiole of the British battalions, and a 

r°ng body of the Nizam’s horse. The men, upon a pro- 
thc'° Pfly. aud continuance of service, laid down
, . '!l "rins; and the arrest of the officers was accomplished 
fri iU* diffioulty or danger. Notwithstanding the un- 
c-i , y  l,ass'ons which Frenchmen at this moment ex- 
to e,‘ ln fh0 breast of the Governor-General, he was careful 
i, ensnre to the individuals who had fallen into his pov, er,

' 1 generosity of treatm ent which a gallant mind is ever 
I 01 opted to bestow. Their property, together with such 
. ‘ ara as were due to them by the Nizam, were secured
.0 their use ; they were conveyed to Calcutta, under every 
" ‘dulgonce compatible with the security of their persons : 
a|ld on their arrival in England, the Governor-General 
Provided that they should not be treatod as prisoners 
01 war, but transport'd  to their counts v wittiout deten
tion.!

' Letter of the Oovemor-OeBeral to the Court of Directors, dated 21st Not.
*<»s. l'riiit,at tune r- lit supra. p. '1. Malcolm's Sketch, p. 23ii-244. Beat
e n  b ! i s ,,, (lr SO) tha t the secret was well kep t; tha t the cause r.t sending the 
acttt<-tiinent from G untoer to llvdernbad was not made known to the govcm- 
,r«m  Of Madras ■ eml that the intelligence of the annihilation o f  the f ren ch  
c?rps emit: hv sururiso nnon the English of Calcutta ami Madr is. He tolls us 
»j*>, t iu t  the ir minds were in such a state as to regard the transaction as a 
P^ifect master-piece of policy.—M.

The sect a  was »-o!l kept, bttt it is not correct to say that it was not cominu-

( * ( « ) !  1 s t
y A ^ S ^ O F R E N C H  CORPS DISMISSED k J - L i t f
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The chances of good or evil from theMahrattas, also,forced 
chap. viii. themselves upon the attention of the British government;
---------  and negotiations were carried on at Poonah, at the same

time with those, which, at Hyderabad, were conducted to 
an issue deemed so exceedingly favourable. The negocia- 
tious, however, attempted with the Mahrattas, produced 
not equal results. The substance of the treaty negotiated 
at Hyderabad was communicated to the Peshwa, both be
fore and after its conclusion. “ And at both periods, 
says the Governor-General to the Court of Directors, “ho 
expressed his entire approbation of the nature and ten 
dency of the new engagements, as well in their operate 
upon the interests of the Mahratta empire, as upon ttm 3 
of the Nizam.” 1 On the other hand, Sir John Malct 
says, “The pleasures taken at Hyderabad were regulai , 
communicated to the Peshwa ; but that prince, either in
fluenced by his weak councillors, or acting under the con
trol of Dowlut Rao Sindiah, obstinately continued to with
hold his formal consent to any acknowledgment of the 
right of the British government to arbitrate in his disputes 
with the court of Hyderabad.”2 Of course, it may be said, 
the Governor-General knew best. I t may also, however, 
with equal certainty be said, that ho had the greatest 
temptation to lay on a colour; that if none except 
agreeable consequences were supposed to flow from his 
measures, the favour of his employers would be enhanced; 
that from this species of art, which had been amply prac
tised by Iris predecessors, Lord Mornington must hav( 
been a man far superior to his predecessors to stand ahvay. 
exempt; and that of those expedients for a colour, th  
two letters which have just been quoted appear to pr< - 
sent us with instances. In the first place, when mention 
is made of the time which would be required for assen •

uicated to the Government of Madras, of which General Harris was tempon 
rily the head. The intention was made known to him by a despatch in th 
ee<*ret department in July. Wellesley Despatches, i. 132. Nor is it true, tin; 
it was not known to any but the Government, for Munro, in a letter date" 
Sept. 179*. s.iys* “ TUo Nizam has, either of himself, or by the interference » ' 
tiie supreme government, conceived the design of breaking them (Raymond' 
ion <?) altogether, or, at le ist, of disbanding uli the corps that are suspected > 
being under French influence. A strong detachment has been formed at Gu’ - 
tour to mat ch in case of necessity to Hyderabad. The sooner they move, 1 
better; for no time ought to be lost in destroying tins party, so hostile to *■ 
interests in the Deccan. Lifei. 202.—W.

* Letter, n t supra, parug. 24. 2 Malcolm’s Sketch, p. 244.
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xw M JW ai'm y of the Carnatic, no mention whatsoever is BOOK VI. 
nhioe—m the disapprobation expressed by the Madras c n A r .  mi, 

, council. In the next place, when the execution is de- I-  
scribed of the measures taken for the destruction of the 1798‘ 
French corps in the service of tho Nizam, the reluctance 
exhibited by the Nizam, when the crisis arrived, is not 
only covered with silence, but with a language which im
plies uninterrupted alacrity and zeal. Beside tho difficulty, 
in such a situation as that of Sir John Malcolm, of remani
n g  long ignorant of such a general and important fact, 
he consequences also tally with his representation : for 
! the efforts of the Governor-General to draw the Mah- 

j tas into an intimate connexion with him, totally fail d.
‘id again ; as Sindiah, not the Peshwa, was at this time 

kPredominant over the Mahratta councils, the assent of fhe 
Peshwa had little value ; and if presented to people igno
rant of the state of the facts, as equivalent to that of the 
Mahratta power, was only calculated to produce deception.
It seems to be affirmed, from private information, by Co
lonel Wilks, that both Sindiah and thesfeshwa, under alarm 
at the symptoms of ambition which at this moment distih- 
guiahed the movements of the British power,- were actuated 
by favourable dispositions towards the sovereign of Mysore j 
bat Sindiah was afraid to take a positive step, on account 
of his dominiohs in the North, which the English had an 
army ready to invade ; and the Peshwa beside the immi
nent danger to which the hostility of the English would 
expose him, had no liberty to act but as Sindiah directed.
1’ho Governor-General, accordingly, when at last he found 

“ that assistance from the Makrattas was not to be obtained, 
encouraged by the probability that he would receive no 
opposition, resolved to proceed in his warlike operations 
without them.1

1 Hist. Sketches, iii. 361 — 366. —M. We have now befuro us the whole of 
the instructions addressed by Lord Mornington to Col. rainier, the Resident at 
roonah, and are able to see how much of the statements on which the reflec
tions iu the test are founded, arc accurate. The foimer arc incorrect, the latter 
Consequently, are inapplicable. The reduction of the French brigade was 
communicated to the court of Poor*ah only when It had actually taken place.
Despatches, i 112. The consent of the Peshwa to the measure was never 
asked, ami’could not therefore be withheld. What was proposed and nut ac
ceded to was, the establishment of a subsidiary force at Poonah. Beside the 

. Jealousy awakened by this proposition, the Peshwa w as alarmed at the apparent 
V intention or the British Government to compel the restoration of Nana Furtut- 

veso to his ministerial functions. Despatches,!. 118, 123, 232, &. . Although, 
he shortly afterwards became reconciled to him. So Capt. Grant observes

' G°i^X
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BOOK YI. On the 18th of June, the Secret Committee of the Court 
chap. via. of Directors wrote from England to the Governor-General 

in Council, that they had just received from his Majesty’s 
• ministers information of a large armament which had 

sailed from Toulon on the 19th of the preceding month; 
and that amid the various conjectures respecting its des
tination, it was not conceived impossible that India might 
be the object of attack, by way of the Red Sea, or°its 
coast, after conquest of Egypt; “ or even,” the Directors 
add, “ by the Black Sea, or by Bussora. His Majesty’s 
ministers, they continue, “ have therefore informed us 
that immediate measures will be taken for a considerable 
augmentation of the European force in the East Indies: 

expect that not less than 4000 seasoned and 
disciplined troops, and perhaps a larger number, may he 
sent to the Company’s settlements with all possible expe
dition, part of which will, we trust, reach India not many 
months after the receipt of this despatch.” 1

I t was not before the 18th of October, that the Governor- 
General first received authentic intelligence of the expedi
tion from Toulon, and the invasion of Egypt; when his 
preparations against Tippoo were approaching maturity. 
The constituted authorities in England, under impression 
of the danger which the invasion of India by so great an 
army would produce, gave directions to the Governor- 
General, to make war upon Tippoo, if he appeared to be 
actually accumulating the means of seconding invasion by 
the French. They seem not to have regarded the pro
clamation at the Mauritius as satisfactory evidence of any 
such design ; of which they express themselves in the 
following words: “ We are unable to judge, whether this 
proclamation be in reality what its import declares to be ; 
or intended merely as a feint, with a view' to embroil us

**Ihe sudden desire now evinced by the Emdish to grant him a subsidiary 
fore-;, (which he had before applied for in vainj; their frequent recoin in enda- 
tioiis to reinstate Nana Euniavese in the ministry, and to remove Smcliah from

■
Guilts, to supp that the whole v.u.,... scheme of the detested Nana, the ob- 
30- t. most dreaded, and therefore uppermost in his mind. Maiir. Hist. in. J69. 
And, although he ultimately was bribed by Tippoo, and persuaded by Sindiah. 
10 "'dhheld his assistance. >ot at this time he pledged himself faithfully to ex- 
e. ■ te tho conditions of subsiding enga eincim-, and, on the prospect of u war 
WU!! 1 ippoo, promised to afford him his aid. Ibid. 173.—W.

I rented Tapers, ut supra, No. 1.
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ARATIONS NEARLY COMPLETE. V V  I 71

’ And they marked out unambiguous pre- BOOK VI.
war, as the circumstancs by which the judg- CHAr. vm.

ment of their subordinates in India ought to be determined. --------- -
“ I t ia highly improbable,” they say, “ that Tippoo should 1798- 
have entered into any league with the French, without 
somo apparent preparation, on his part, of a hostile 
nature, in furtherance of their designs. If such shall » 
have been the case, it would be neither prudent nor politic 
to wait for actual hostilities on his part.” Preparation 
for war, in the only sense which can hero be applied, is 
such au augmentation, or such a disposition, of the instru
ments of war, as, to some considerable degree, is both 
unusual, and increases the danger of tho suspecting state.
That any such augmentation or disposition of the instru
ments of war had taken place on the part of Tippoo, no 
evidence was ever produced ; while evidence to the con
trary appears in abundance.1 Even with tho permission 
which the alarm of the French expedition extorted from 
the Directors, they thought proper to enjoin that in resort
ing to hostilities, “ the utmost discretion” should be 
used; “ that we may not,” they say, “ be involved in a 
war in India, without the most inevitable necessity.”—
That inevitable necessity existed, or any necessity at all, 
will not easily, after the first impartial exposition of the 
facts, be again alleged. The war might be advantageous, 
or it might be not advautageous. But the word must be 
used in an extraordinary sense, if it ever bo denominated 
necessary.

1 “ It w a s  supposed.” (says Colonel Bcntsor, p. 57) “ that Tippoo Suit.inn's 
army had suffered essentially, both in numbers ancl discipline, since the last 
war: his finances were in disorder: hi t councils were pc lexed by discordant 
opinions; and his spirits dejected and broken by the disappointment of his 
hopes of French assistance ; by the retreat of Zernaun Sh :r.; by the failure - i 
hh  intrigues at the courts of 1’oonah and Hyderabad ; and by tho unexampled 
vigour, alacrity, and extent of our military preparations.” “ Tipjmo Snltuun’a 
field army” (lie says p. 204) “  was estimated at 47,470 flghtincr men.’’—M.

Col. lie at sou argues only upon “ suppocition,” but, notwithstanding the 
assertion of the texr, there is specific evidence that the im c> of Tippn > had 
been augmented, and were in such a position us rendered them capable of being 
directed at once to military aggression. The .Sultan's whole t»r.-e amounted 
to between 70 and 80.000 men; of these, about 30,000 were in Sertogupatam, 
and its immediate environs; the whole were in a state «f activity and effici
ency, provided with guns, and baggage, and carriage eatrie. 1 ip poo was, no 
doubt, induced to hesitate, by his disappointment as to the succour he ex
pected from the French, but his intrigues at Poonah did nut fail, and this was 
some consolation. See Abstract of the present State of Tippoo Sultan, by 
Capt. Malcolm, Wellesley Despatches, Appen. 651; also a  paper of intelligence 
from Lord Clive, p. 361.—VV.
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NtgOKi^L On the last day of October, that is, in less than a 
c h a p . vin. fortnight after he was informed of the invasion of Egypt,
---------- the Governor-General received intelligence of the destruc-

1798. tion of the French fleet by Sir Horatio Nelson, at the 
mouth of the Nile. Notwithstanding this decisive event; 
“ I did not,” he says, “ relax any part of the naval or 

# military preparations which had been commenced under
my orders; — being still uncertain of the fate of the 
French army in Egypt, and ignorant whether an additional 
force might not have been intended to co-operate with it 
in India, by the ordinary passage round the Cape of Good 
Hope.” 1 The chance of the invasion of India, from either 
quarter, will not at the present moment be regarded as 
having been very great. I t  will not come up to the de
scription of -jvhat constituted an “ inevitable necessity” 
for going to war with Tippoo.

“ The immaturity, however,” says Sir John Malcolm, 
“ of the Sultan's plans, formed, in Lord Wellesley’s opinion, 
the strongest reason for an immediate attack upon his 
possessions: but the delay, which was likely to occur in 
assembling the army on the coast of Coromandel, which 
had been reduced to a very low establishment, and was in 
a very divided and unequipped state, obliged him to alter 
i t ; and he made no communication whatever to Tippoo 
Sultaun on the subject of his proceedings, till the military 
preparations, both at Madras and Bombay, were complete ; 
and the alliance with the Nizam had not morelv been 
restored, but rendered so efficient, as to secure the full 
application of the resources of that Prince in aid of the 
common cause.” 2

During all the time of these remarkable proceedings, it 
is singular that Tippoo was either without the means, or 
without the inclination, of making any considerable addi
tion to his habitual state of equipment for war, and, with 
and appearance of insensibility to all that surroundod him, 
forbore even to remonstrate against the accumulation 
which was going forward of tho instruments of his destruc
tion. 3 When the beginning of November arrived, the

' Printed papers, ut supra, No. 8.
‘ Malcolm's Sketch, p.254.
- The inertness of Tippoo, as has been shown in the l.r-t note, is ail uu- 

!' ; 'v  ' ! ' > rtion. II was actively strengthening hhinelf, both in his military 
arriui-einenta, and by negotiation with the Mahrattas. The preparations



nera! thought the opportunity was now BOOK VI. 
favourable to exhibit his complaints. On tho 8th of c h a p . » i i i , 
that month, he addressed a letter to the Sultan, in which “ 
the expressions were conciliatory, rather than hostile, but 1,91‘ 
m which he informs him of the connexion which he was 
aware had been formed between him and the French,

Whom you know,” says he, “ to be the inveterate ene- • 
mies of the Company, and to be now engaged in an unjust 
war with the British nation.” He then gives him a lecture 
on French principles ; which will be appealed to hereafter 
as a monument of the times. “ I t  appears not,” he adds,
“ either necessary or proper, that I should any longer con
ceal from you the surprise and concern with which 1 per
ceived you disposed to involve yourself in all the ruinous 
consequences of a connoxion, which threatens, not only to 
subvert the foundations of friendship between you and 
the Company, but to introduce, into the heart of your 
kingdom, the principles of anarchy and confusion; to 
shake your own authority; and to destroy the religion 
which you revere.” On the disposition of the Company 
to preserve inviolate the obligations imposed by the rela
tion of amity and peace, the Governor-General cited the 
remarkable instance which had recently occurred; of a 
district of country to which, though possessed by the 
Company, the Sultan laid claim, and of which, his right 
having been ascertained by arbiters mutually chosen, 
restitution had been made. As the result of these pre
mises, the Governor-General proposed to send to him a 
British officer, whom he already knew, to communicate to 
him, on the part of the English, and of the Peshwa and 
Nizam, their allies, the plan which, in their opinion, was 
calculated “ to remove all existing distrust and suspicion, 
and to establish peace and good understanding on the most 
durable foundations.” 1

Of the terms which, at different puriods, the Governor- 
General was disposed to allow Tippoo Sultaun, he himself 
has given a very instructive history, in his letter to the

g a in s t  him , confined to the  rc-o rgan iia tion  o f the  M adras arm y , w ere n o t of 
a  na tu re  to Inspire anv particu lar a larm , or to call for rem o n stran ce ; they  
w ere en tire ly  defensive.—W.

Letter from Lord Hornington to Tippoo Sultan, printed papers, u t supra,
P- 24.—M. Despatches i. 320.-W .

TIPrOO THREATENED. p i  §73.



^8§01&Pr. Court of Directors, under date the 3rd of August, 1799.1 
chap. viii. What was the extent of his views in relation to the 

attack ^ i c h  he was so eager to make, immediately after 
he first received intelligence of the foolish proclamation 
at the Isle of France, ho has no where disclosed.2 When 
he found the execution of this design impossible, and how 

•  much time it would require to put the army in a con
dition for action, he would, he says, have been “ contented 
with any adjustment which offered a reasonable prospect of 
detaching Tippoo from his connexion with the French; ” 
and that, “ in the arrangement which then occurred to 
him, his views were limited to the establishment of per
manent residents, on the part of the Company, and of 
the allies, at Seringapatam, to the dismission of all tiro 
French then ih the Sultaun’s service, and to the perpetual 
exclusion of the French from his armies and dominions.”

Before preferring these demands, ho first, however, 
deemed it politic to place the armies in a posture for 
action ; and to take measures for lessening the chances of 
evil, as well as improving the chances of good, at the 
hands of the Nizam and the Mahrattas. The month of 
November had thus arrived before he was ready to make 
his first communication. But, at that time the French 
had invaded Egypt, which appeared to increase the dan
gers of tha English dominion in India; on the othor 
hand, the military preparations of the English were 
advancing to maturity on a great scale, the French party 
at Hyderabad was destroyed, the resources of the Niram’s 
country were, by the late arrangement, placed at the dis
posal of the Company’s servants, and the English now 
had power to enforce whatever demands they might think 
proper to advance. The Governor-General, therefore, 
resolved not to content himself with the terms which, 
without having communicated them, he Would have

1 See the papers re1.: tine to East India Affairs, printed by order of the IIouso 
o f  Commons in tl.e year 1800.

2 N on-acquaintance w ith docum ents is n o t equivalent to non-existence.
J.r.rq .Moraingt.m’s viev.s, in his proposed plan of im m ediate a ttr-U , w ere rle- 
; i. 1,::' l»y him  to the  au thorities in England. His .main object wa* to compel 
ti'.-pn- to cede his territo ries  in M alabar, so ns to cu t off his conun unication 
v. itn tha sea-coast and the  F rench  ; to a .net from  him  indem nification for the  
expenses of the  a rm am ent, and to insist upon h is receiving an English Resident 
a  dH eupitai. L e tte r  to Dnnda*. l a t c h e s ,  i. 82. To these i n n s  im stUl 
w- It 1 , ' \ len {}l-* ' S-c-t l hosti I it ie i becam e m ore im m inent, as is noticed 
il  m e tex t, and it is ju s tly  adm itted  th a t  they  were n o t ex travagant.__W.
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'^s^g5|w®fficient for all necessary purposes before. If, BOOR vi. 
however, the real ground of the war was not tho love of chap. viii. 
conquest, which was so fervently disclaimed, but the ~  
chance of danger from the power of Tippoo, as was tho * ‘" '
grand pretence, the new degree of security which had 
accrued to the Company was a reason, not for war, but 
peace. The additional chance of invasion, by the presence . m
in Egypt of the French, presented, as far as it went, 
a demand for additional security. But that chance was to 
be weighed, and its value ascertained. Except to an eyo 
surrounded by the mists of ignorance or passion, which 
saw its object hideously enlarged, it could not appear to 
be great. Besides, as tho British government would not 
long remain without a grand effort to expel the enemy 
from Egypt, the Company might have quietly rested on 
its guard, without incurring the mischievous expenditure, 
not to speak of any more of tho detestable consequences 
of actual war, at least for a little time, till they understood 
what was the result of the measures adopted against tho 
invaders of Egypt, and whether a few months would not 
set India free from any danger on account of the French.
However, the terms, beyond which the Governor-General 
did not think as yet of proceeding, wore not extravagant.
Besides the conditions first meditated, he meant to de
mand the cession of Canara, a maritime province on the 
western coast, which appeared to facilitate the communi
cation of Tippoo with the French; but to allow him an 
equivalent in some other quarter distant from the coast.
This, then, in the opinion of tho Governor-General, who 
now felt himself in a condition to enforce uny demand, 
and whose apprehension from French invasion, and tho 
rooted enmity of Tippoo, was then at its height, was all 
the security, as against Tippoo, which the British interests 
really required. If nothing followed to create occasion for 
more security, every addition which was made to the 
sacrifices exacted of the hated foe, was made either in the 
spirit of revenge, or from tho love of conquest; for no 
other solution remains.

The Governor-General professes, and with all the marks 
of sincerity, his expectation to have been, that Tippoo, 
overawed by the discomfiture of the French fleet in 
Egypt, by the ascondancy of the English at Hyderabad,

' 6°lfcX



HftOKrvI. tlie strength of the English army, and an English fleet on 
chap. viu. the coast of Malabar, would accede to the terms which ho
---------- meant to propose, and that the calamities of war might

v. 1' 8' - still be avoided. For the purpose of accelerating mea
sures, whether of a pacific or hostile description, he 
thought it expedient to be near the scene, and in a letter 
dated the 10th of December, acquainted the Sultan with 
his intention of repairing shortly to Madras. Ho arrived 
on the 31st of the same month, and found waiting for him 
an answer from Tippoo.

In the letter of the Sultan, the expressions were not 
less pacific than those of the Governor-General. He de
clares the highest satisfaction at the naval victory gained 
on the coast of Egypt by the English over the French ; 
the former of whom he describes as possessing almost 
every virtue, the latter every vice. The charge which 
had been urged by the, Governor-General, of soliciting a 
hostile connexion with the French, he endeavours to 
answer th u s ; “ In this Sircar (state) there is a mercantile 
tribe, who employ themselves in trading by sea and land. 
Their agents purchased a two-masted vessel, and having 
loaded her with rice, departed with a view to traffic. It 
happened that sire went to the Mauritius, from whence 
forty persons, French, and of a dark colour, of whom ten 
or twelve were artificers, and the rest servants, came hero 
in search of employment. Such as chose to take service 
were entertained, and the remainder departed beyond the 
confines of this Sircar : and the French, who are full of 
vico and deceit, have perhaps taken advantage of the de
parture of the ship to put about reports with the view to 
ruffle the minds of both Sircars.” He then made protes
tation of his earnest desire to preserve and to strengthen 
the bands of peace between himself and the Company; 
described his own occupations as all in the highest degree 
pacific; and added, “ In this case, the allusion to war in 
your friendly letter, and the following passage, namely, 
that prudence required that both the Company and their 
allies should adopt certain measures of precaution and self- 
defence, have given me the greatest surprise." As the 
proposition of sending to him a deputy, and opening a 
negotiation, appeared to imply, that new sacrifices were 
to be exacted of him, he appealed to the existing treaty,

( i f f  ) j )  ( C T
HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. k J j L j



1?-i i1.?'?1'.'^:l? P1,0!501, alld adequate adjustment of the BOOK VI.
rightsimd interests of the contracting parties ; and said, chap. viii.

I  cannot imagine that means more effectual than these — " 
cau be adopted, for giving stability to the foundations of 1/99" 
friendship and harmony, promoting the security of states, 
or the welfare and advantage of all parties.” 1 This letter 
the Governor-General regarded as marked by prevarication 
arid falsehood, in respect to his intercourse with the 
French ; and by criminal evasion, in regard to the mode
rate and amicable proposition for opening a negotiation.
He replied, accordingly, by a letter, dated the 9th of 
January, 1799, in which he described the embassy to the 
Isle of France ; and explicitly declared, that the rrew en
gagements into which he affirmed that Tippoo had thus 
entered with the enemies of the allies, required a new 
arrangement for their security. He recommended that 
only one day should be taken to reply to this letter ; in
timating that dangerous consequences might result from 
a greater delay.2 That time might not be wanting for tho 
campaign before the commencement of the rains, was the 
motive which impelled the Governor-General to hasten; 
and, beside the established practice, arrd inveterate habits 
of Oriental courts, the same circumstance afforded a strong 
motive to the Sultan to make use of every expedient for 
delay.

The end of January approached, and an answer from 
the Sultan had not yet arrived. This was interpreted 
contempt and obstinacy. It is even assigned as proof of 
more determined enmity than was previously supposed.
The army was uow irresistible. “ On these grounds,” says 
the Governor-General, “ towards the close of the mouth of 
January, 1799, my intention was to have required from 
Tippoo Sultaun, in addition to the terms already stated, 
the payment of a considerable sum of money, as an in
demnification for tho exponei- to which his hostile and 
treacherous conduct had subjected the allies.3

1 P rin ted  p a p e rs  u t  supra , No. 8, inclosur -, No. 4.
2 Ibid. No. 5.—M. Despatches, i. 3D4. It is essential r > remark, that the

°ub topic on hich an immediate reply Js insisted ou is Tippoo’a consent to 
receive the English envoy.—W. .

J h e  ter from the Governor-General to tue Court of D irectors, d ite d  3rd 
A uguu , 1799, u t n in ru .— M. On the 16th of Jan u ary  .. k tu  v t.s adiiiv.-: ,.j  
by Lord M om ington to Tippoo Sultan , forw arding to him  one from the Em - 
p e ro ro f  Turk. w arning the  Su ltan  against a  eunne.viwi w ith th e  F rench ,

\ .  \  <^5 'JI>!-0 o ’S l e t t e r  d e e m e d  e v a s i v e . ' N  [ "  ,\  4  \  >f*wi S  /  Ik. _ W ^
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BQQKyK Before the 3rd of Feb I'M ary, Lord Mornington received 
pHAr. vnr. intelligence that Tippoo had had prepared two native
— ------ vakeels, who, together with one of the French officers who

1199- had lately arrived from the Isle of France, were waiting 
at Tranquebur, to embark on a mission to the Executive 
Directory of f  ranee. This cannot he regarded as a very 
extraordinary proceeding in a prince who knew that a vast 
army had been levied against him before any complaint 
had been preferred, or so much as an explanation asked, 
of his conduct; and might by himself have been repre
sented, with surely not less plausibility than, by the Eng
lish, their pieparations for attack, as a proceeding purely 
defensive, and imperiously called for by the dangers with 
which he was conspicuously threatened.’ At this time, 
however, the Governor-General determined to suspend all 
negotiation, until the united forces of the Company and 
their allies should, to use his own expressions, “have made 
such an impression on the territories of Mysore, as might 
give full effect to our just representations.” 3

On the 3rd of February, his Lordship despatched his 
commands to General Harris, to enter the territory of 
Mysore, with the army which had been assembled at 
Velore, and to General Stuart to co-operate with the Bom
bay army from Malabar; while at the same time he gave 
intimation to the allied courts, and the British admiral 
on the coast, that he now considered the Company as at 
war with Tippoo Sultan.

Another addition was now made to the severity of the 
terms. From this time nothing less was to be exacted of 
the Sultan, than a cession of his maritime provinces in 
perpetuity to the English; an equal territory on their

and exhorting him to renounce all intercourse with than,” offering also the 
liinliiitiou o: the l’orte in case of uny disagreement between Tippoo and the 
English. Lord Mornington again urged upon Tippoo the recaption of an am- 
li.'i'sador “ -who will be empowered to eom lncle the definite arrangement of all 
‘inferences” between the Sultan and the allies. The condition of an answer 
therefore “ in onedny,” had not been Insisted on. In fact, the proposition to 
ft. ml an .ambassador had been thrice repeated, and as no answer had arrived by 
the 3rd of Khruary, the objects of the Saltan could not be mis understood. It 
was expressly m anticipation of ti is poliey, arrl with a view to defeat it. that 
“1̂ :n,'rnor-G('ueral directed the first movements to be made. .Despatches,

1 it w;t ; ai any r.h.c a proof that he sou .-Ut to repel those dan.-era bv force,
not avert them  by conei ’u ti'm .—W. ‘ B ’

J Letter, 20th Mur . 17L*y, ut supra.
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g e n t l e , ,  to each of the allies, amounting to about BOOK VI. 
fie fourth part of his dominions, and a orore and a half chap. toi.

o rupees. But, in the second place, if any decisive ad- ---------
vantage should he obtained in the field, or the war should 17a!)- 

e advanced to the opening of the batteries upon Seringa- 
patam, the General was not to content himself with 
css than the cession of one whole half of the territories 

0 which the Sultan was in possession at the commence
ment of the war, the relinquishment of all claim to any 
ot the places on the frontiers of the Company and their 
allies, about which there was any dispute, and the pay
ment of two crores of sicca rupees. The dismission of 
all Europeans belonging to any country at war with the 
English, the renunciation of all connexion with the French, 
an engagement never to retain any individual of that 
nation in his sendee, or even to pormit him to reside 
within his dominions, to receive at his court a permanent 
ambassador from each of the allies, to keep with each of 
them an ambassador of his own, and to give up certain 
forts and hostages as security for the execution of the 
trea ty : these were articles common to this, with the 
formei- catalogue of terms.1

On the 13th of February, the Governor-General received 
a letter from Tippoo, in which, after acknowledging the 
receipt of his letters, he desires, as he is going upon a 
hunting excursion, in which he frequently indulged, that 
fie would send the deputy (about whom his friendly pen 
had repeatedly written), slightly attended. This consent, 
i) Inch was sufficiently cold and ungracious, the Governor- 
General describes, as reluctant and insidious; and he 
answered it by referring him to Genoral Harris, to whom 
all his communications were now to be addressed. This 
answer was even transmitted through that General, who 
had orders to forward it to the Sultan on the same day on 
which the army should pass the frontier.

The army, now assembled at Velore, exceeded 20,000 
men, whereof 2035 were cavalry, and 43S1 Europeans; it 
was joined, before the commencement of its march, by 
the whole of the British detachment serving with the 
Nizatn, 6500 strong, by almost an equal number of- the

1 Inclosures A. and B. of the Gov.-Gen.’s 7,etter to tho CominundepJn- 
meri dated 22nd January, 1799.—M. See also Despatches, i. 454.- V ,
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izam’s infantry, including a portion of Sepoys lately
mmanded by the French, but now by British officers,

—  -----  and a large body of cavalry ; “ an army,” than which, says
1793. th e Governor-General, one “ more completely appointed,

more amply and liberally supplied in every department, 
or more perfect in its discipline, and in the acknowledged 
experience, ability, and zeal of its officers, never took the 
field in India.” The army of the western coast, equal in 
excellence, assembled at Cananore, under General Stuart', 
amounted to 6420 fighting men, of whom 1017 were 
Europeans : and a force, described as considerable, but of 
which the amount is not specified, under Colonels Bead 
and Brown, were to join or co-operate with the Com- 
mander-in-Chief from the southern districts of the Car
natic and Mysore. All this was directed against tho 
chieftain of Mysore, who, six years before, was stripped of 
one half of his dominions; and left in jiossession of a 
territoiy yielding a revenue of little more than a crore of 
rupees, or one million sterling ; while the revenue of the 
Anglo-Indian government alone, without speaking of that 
of its ally, exceeded nine millions. What a mass of talent 
the petty prince of a petty country must have been sup
posed to possess! 1

The army of Bombay, under the command of General 
Stuart, marched from Cananore on the 21st of February ; 
it arrived at the head of the Poodicheirum Ghaut on tho 
25th of the same month ; and took post at Seedapore and 
Seedasere, on tho 2nd of March, where it both protected 
the large supplies which had been collected in the district 
of Coorg, and could readily communicate with the main 
army as it approached to Seringapatam. General Harris 
entered the Mysore territory on the 6th of March, and 
commenced his operations by the reduction of several 
forts upon the frontier; of which none made any con
siderable resistance ; and some made no resistance at all.

A t the time when the British General passed tho 5

5 “ The victories of the Marquis Cornwallis (says <’ol. Bealson, i. 47) uad 
greatly facilitated any future plan of operation against the power of Tippoo 
bitluu'.n. By diminishing hit resources, and ineicn in^ o u r  oten, they lmd 
I>r"du ■■;•! a twofold effect. And the extension of our frontier, by the addition 
of the Ih rramaul and Salem district u and a thorough knowledge of the de
fences of Seringapatam, . d ing to that city, were considered
at that moment uu inestimable advantages.”



eaMomffontier of Mysore, Tippoo was supposed to bo BOOK YL 
encamped in the vicinity of Madoor, and was expected to chat. viii.
move in the direction of Bangalore, for the purpose o f ---------
opposing the progress of the army. Having succeeded in i"99, 
raising this expectation, lie left his camp near Senapatam,
°n the 28th of February, taking with him the principal 
part of his arm y; and on the morning of the 5th of 
larch, a large encampment was observed by General 

■Stuart, forming between him and Periapatam, a town 
. o u t  seven miles distant from Seedasere. On the morn- 
lnS of the 6th, little intelligence was yet obtained of tko 
amount of the enemy, or the meaning of their appear
ance ; and General Hartley, the second in command, went 
forward to reconnoitre. From his hill of observation, at 
day-break, he perceived the whole of the hostile force in 
motion ; the country, however, was covered with jungle ; 
the atmosphere was hazy, and it was impossible to judge 
correctly either of their numbers or object. Between the 
hours of nine and ten, the enemy had penetrated with so 
much secrecy and expedition through the jungle, that 
they attacked the front and rear of the British advanced 
Position at almost the same instant.

The nature of the country had induced General Stuart 
lo place the army in several divisions. Three native bat
talions, under Colonel MoDtresor, were posted at Seeda- 
Sl re> 1° which another battalion was added, after the appear
ance of the enemy on the 5th : the main body of the army,
- t h  the park and provisions, remained at Seedapore and 

bmootonar, the first eight miles, the latter twelve, in rear 
. fbe advanced position. General Hartley remained to 

in repelling the attack. The best position of which 
the circumstances admitted, was .assumed ; and this body 
°f Sepoys, though completely surrounded, and contending 
hot only with a great disparity of numbers, but other un
favourable circumstances, defended them.-n Ives with such 
determined gallantry, that the Sultan’s troops were unable 
to break them. The General hastened forward with the 
r est of the army, excepting the fourth corps, which, being 
P“ 'ted at some distance in the roar, was intercepted by a 
eriunin <>f the enemy, and unable to join. I t  was not till 
half-past two, however, that he arrived in sight of the divi
sion of the enemy which had penetrated to the roar. It 

VOL. v i .  G
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V i^J^ '^IvW ithstood and answered a brisk fire of musqufetriq fĈ- 

ctilp^Sm. about half an hour ; but then fled with precipitation
---------- through the jungles, to join the rest of the army to which

1799. belonged. The General now advanced to join Montresor 
and his brave companions. The men had for more than 
sis hours been engaged with a superior enemy; were spent 
with fatigue; and their ammunition was almost exhausted. 
The advance of the troops with the General was the signal 
for the enemy to intermit the attack, which till this time 
they had upheld in fron t; and at twenty minutes past 
three they were retiring in all directions. General Stuart, 
apprehending a return of the enemy, which might place 
them in his rear, and perhaps in possession of the great 
magazine of rice collected by the Coorg Raja,1 deemed it 
of more importance to concentrate his army at SeedaporC) 
than to maintain the position of Seedasere, which was 
chiefly useful, as the only spot from which the signal?) 
concerted between the two armies, could be observed. The 
killed, wounded, and missing, according to the regimental 
returns, in the British army, were only 143. The loss of j 
the enemy was no doubt considerable. Tippoo remained 
in his camp at Periapatam till the 11th, desiring, but 
afraid, to strike a second blow ; and arrived at SeringapU' 
tarn on the 14th, whence he hastened to meet the army 
ap.proaching from the east.

So little, in truth, did the Governor-General respect the 
power of the Sultan, that the plan upon which he deter
mined implied a confidence in the inability of that prince 
to offer almost any obstruction to the army which was 
sent to destroy him. I t  was planned, that it should not 
wait to reduce any of the intermediate forts between the 
frontier and the capital of the Sultan, or to form a clear 
line of communication, but march directly upon Seringa' 
patam, and by a single blow terminate the contest.

The Governor-General, amid the talents for command 
which he possessed in a very unusual degree, displayed two 
qualities of primary importance : he has seldom been 
surpassed in the skill with which ho made choice of his 
instruments: and having made choice of his instruments)

1 The Ituirv accompanied General S tuart, and v  ia present with him in tM  
battle; winch la- Ooicrihed with vast admiration, in a letter to the Governor' 
General, quoted by Col. Wilke.
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cated to them, with full and unsparing hands, BOOK VI. 
tne powers which were necessary for the end they were chap. viii.
employed to accomplish. General Harris was not only in- ----------
vested with unrestricted military powers, hut was au- 1' 99- 
homed to exert all the civil authority which would have 
ulonged to the Governor-General himself, in his situation.

. ls instructions embraced the two sets of terms, to which, 
ln two events, the Governor-General determined, upon the 
March of the army, to elevate his demands. And ho tvas 
further provided with a political and diplomatic commis
sion. This was composed of the Honourable Colonel 
Wellesley, Lieutenant Colonel Close, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Agnew, and Captain Macaulay as their secretary. The 
commission was not entitled to act, except in obedience to 
the orders of the General.1

The army was not ready to malce its first united move
ment on the enemy’s ground before the 9th of March; 
within one day of the time which the Commander, in his 
orders to General Stuart, had described, as the latest 
moment at which he could with safety arrive at Seringa- 
patam. The British army was overloaded with equip
ments : it carried an enormous train of battering cannon for 
the siege of Seringapatam; it required a prodigious mass of 
vehicles for the provisions and stores of a campaign to be ear
ned on without an open line of communication ; to all this 
V'as added the cumbrous baggage of the Nizam’s army, a host 
of brinjarries. and the innumerable followers of the camp.
No sufficient measures were prepared for the orderly move- ‘
meat of this vast, unwieldy machine. Colouol Wilks alleges 
that such measures were impossible. If so ; either this was 
one of the most rash and hazardous expeditious that ever 
Was undertaken; or the British leaders must have counted 
upon a wonderful inferiority, either of means or of under
standing, on the part of their foe. Assuredly, had an 
enemy, with any thing like an adequate force, employed 
I'iinself with any considerable degree of activity and skill, 
m making war upon the movement of this disorderly 
mass, which it was by no means possible to cover with the 
troops, it is hardly probable that he would not have re
tarded it till the commencement of the rains; and so

‘ ? or n fnl! account of the objects of the commit! >n. See Letter to Gene- 
™ Harris, 22nd Feb. 1799. Despatches, i. 44J.—\ \ .
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BOOK VI. harassed the infantry, and worn out the cavalry, that a 
chap. viii. great portion of the baggage, stores, and ammunition
---------  would have fallen into his hauds. The great thing to bo

1799. dreaded, in marching at once to Seringapatam, without 
, regard to the communication behind, was famine. This 

evil was all but incurred; and nearly the whole of tho 
draught and carriage bullocks died, though the arrival of 
the army was probably not retarded a single day by tho 
efforts of the enemy.

So great was the confusion, even on tho first day’s 
inarch, that the army halted on the 11th, to see if a remedy 
couldin any degree be applied. I t moved on the 12th, but 
with so little improvement, that it halted again on tho 13th.

From Bangalore, within sight of which, now dismantled, 
the army encamped on the 14th, there were three roads 
by which it could march upon Seringapatam. The ex
pectation of the enemy was, that the British would occupy 
and repair Bangalore, form a lino of communication in the 
same manner as before, and advance by the middle and 
shortest of the roads.

The confusion of the march was so great, that the Bx'i- 
tish array halted a third time on the 15 th ; and destroyed 
as much of the mass of stores as it was supposed that by 
any possibility the exigencies of the service would allow- 
On the 18th, it again halted a fourth day ; and “ the loss 
of powder, shot, and other military stores, had already 
been so considerable, as to excite some degree of alarm at 
this early period of the campaign.” 1

Of the roads leading to Seringapatam, the Southern, by 
Kaunkanhully, was that selected for the advance of the 
British arm y; and so well had the design been disguised, 
that while the forage on tho expected route had been com
pletely destroyed, it was still preserved upon this. No 
memorable incident occurred from the time when the 
army entered the Kaunkanhully route on the 16th, till if 
reached the tanks at Achel, between Kaunkanhully and 
Sultanpet. These tanks were of so much importance, that 
“ the destruction of them," says Colonel Wilks, “ in 1761, 
hail compelled Cord Cornwallis to make the longer march, 
the injurious effects of which, on his exhausted cattle,

1 These are the words of two distir.ic ’isiied officers of the same army; Befit- 
•on, j’. G5, and Wilks, ill. 407.

I



( * (  j f i  ACTION OF MALYII.LT. \ ^ |  85

and severely felt during the remainder of BW KY i . 
™~ campaign.” Of a similar destruction, that intelligent chav. viii.
onicer adds, “ the consequences on this occasion would -----------
nave been still more injurious than those experienced m 1‘99- 
1791.” I t  was by the merest accident, that this fatal 
event was prevented. A detachment sent forward on the 
P'ght of the 21st, arrived not till the breaches were made 
91 the embankment, and were just in time to save the 
°tal loss of the waters.

When the Sultan, after his return from the attack upon 
General Stuart, left his capital to meet the advancing 
ar*ny, he made his first movement on the middle road, 
but being soon made acquainted with its true direction, 
ho deviated by his right to Malvilly, and encamped on the 
18th, at the Madoor river, where he was joined by the two 
corps of his army, which had been left during his absence 
to hang upon the British line. “The southern road,” says 
Colonel Wilks, “ from this river,to the point where General 
Harris first entered it, presented numerous situations 
where the advance of the British army-might have been 
obstructed, and at least materially delayed, by steady 
troops, without any risk of disaster to themselves.” What 
is more remarkable, Tippoo, as we are told by the same 
high authority, “after examining and occupying the finest 
imaginable position for opposing the passage of the river 
m front, and placing beyond it a strong corps to operate 
• t the same time on his enemy’s right flank, from very 
advantageous ground, with an open rear and a secure retreat 
from both positions, abandoned the intention of giving 
oattle on this ground; ” and determined to fight on ground, 
about two miles from Malvilly, which, among other advan- 
tages gratuitously bestowed on his enemy, gave them,
'luring the intended action, the most convenient cover for 
their unwieldy impediments.”

The slow movement of the English brought them to the 
W'.door river on the 24th, where they learned the particu
lars of the march which had been made by the Sultan 
Upon General S tuart; and on the evening of the 27th, on 
approaching the intended ground of encampment to the 
Westward of Malvilly they espied the army of the Sultan, 
a’ a few miles’ distance, drawn up on a height. As the 
first grand object of the General was, to carry his equip-

■ G°ifeX
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BO&KSSHxaents safe to the walls of Seringapatam, he determined 
chap. vin. neither to seek nor avoid an action. The advanced piquets,
----------however, being attacked by the enemy, and more troops

1799. being sent to their aid, a general action came on. Tho 
British army under General Harris formed the right wing; 
the Nizam’s army with the 33rd regiment, under Colonel 
Wellesley, formed the left. On the right wing, which had 
deployed into line, and begun to advance, an opening 
between two brigades,. produced by the ground, tempted 
the Sultan. He advanced in person with a body of cavalry, 
till in the very act to charge. The effort was against the 
Europeans ; coolly directed ; and executed with so much 
spirit, that many of the horsemen fell on the bayonets. 
But it produced not so much as a momentary disorder in 
the ranks ; and the line advancing in such a manner as to 
outflank the enemy’s left, his guns were soon after with
drawn from the heights. The cushoons of^ the Sultan 
faced Colonel Wellesley with some steadiness, till within 
sixty yards, when, the 33rd regiment quickening step, they 
gave way ; and Colonel Eloyd, seizing the critical moment, 
charged them with his cavalry, and destroyed them to a 
man. The efficient state of the Sultan’s equipments, and 
the deplorable state of the British, admitted not an idea 
of pursuit. The loss of the English was sixty-nine men, 
that of the Sultan, moro than a thousand..,.- ,

Immediately after this injudicious affair, the Sultan 
marched, with a design to place himself on the rear of Ge
neral Harris, during the remainder of his march to 
Seringapatam. But he expected him to advance on tho 
same road which had been taken by Lord Cornwallis in 
1791. As it was anticipated that the forage on this road 
would be completely destroyed, the project bad for some 
time been contemplated of crossing the Cavery at Sosillo, 
about fifteen miles east of Seringapatam, if the ford, upon 
examination, should appear to be practicable. The success 
was complete, and the battering train, with the last of the 
army, was over on the 30th, while the enemy was at a 
distance, looking for them in a different direction. This 
last disappointment struck a damp to tho hear t of the 
Sultan. Having received the whole of his principal officers, 
“We have arrived,” said he, “ at our last stage ; what is 
your determination 1” “ To die along with you,” was the
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'4^Ttiiig(jU» reply.1 I t was the opinion of this meeting of BuOKTV I. 
Tippoo and his friends, that General Harris would not 0HAP-vnl- 
make his attack on the southern side of the fort, but  ̂
would cross over into the island. The determination was, 
to meet him on his route, and find either victory or death.
The Sultan and his friends took a most affecting leave, as 
if for the last time in this world, and all were bathed in 
tears. I t  was easy for the Sultan, whose equipments were 
in order, to anticipate the approach of the English, no  
crossed at the ford of Arakerry, and took‘up the intended 
position near the village of Chendgkl. I t was not, how
ever, the intention of the English General to cross into 
the island ; and when, instead of pointing to the fords, ho 
made a circuit to the left, to avoid some inconvenient 
marching, and reach the ground occupied by General 
Abercromby in 1792, the Sultan, whose dispositions wore 
not calculated for such a movement, ventured not to make 
opposition ; and the English army took up its ground for 
the siege of the capital, on the 6th day of April, exactly one 
month after it passed the enemy’s frontier; having advanced 
at the rate of not seven miles a day on enemy’s ground, and 
not five miles a day from tho commencement of its march.

A new hue of intrenchments had been constructed on 
this side of the fort, which, reaching from tho Dowiut 
Bang to the Teriapatam bridge, and within six or seven 
hundred yards of the walls, avoided the fault of the 
redoubts in 1792, distant too far to be supported by the 
guns of the fort. Between these works and the river, the 
infantry of Tippoo was now encamped. To save the Bri
tish camp from annoyance, and advance some posts, an 
attack was ordered the same evening under Colonels 
"Wellesley uud. Shaw, on the par t of the enemy, occupying a 
water-course in front. I t failed, not without loss.-” But

1 Wilks, hi. i n .
a This affair, of no great importance at the time, hod risen into some into- 

rest by circumstances said to have been connected with it, and the - 1 1  ritv of 
the first-named of the officers employed. \s stated by Col. Gurw„od, it w ,, 
th u s : <• liotli divisions marched a little after sunset. The darkness of th0 
night was very unfavourable to their advance. Col.Shawe seized a mined vil
lage within forty yards of the aqueduct. Colonel Wellesley, r. ivancingat the 
famo time with one wing of the 33rd regiment to attack the Tope, was upon 
entering it, assailed on every side by a hot fire of musquetry and rockets This
circumstance, i . i to the extreme darkness of the night, the badness of the
ground, anil Uie uncertainty of the enemy’s position, were inducements to 
confine tin- operation* to the object of causing a diversion to Col. Shaw’s at 
tank, and to postpone any further attempt until a morn favourableomrortm 
should occur. Dispatches of the Duke of Wellington, i. S3. General liar-
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next morning a forco was sent, which the party of the 

c h a p . vni. enemy could not resist; and strong advanced posts were 
established within 1800 yards of the fort, with their left 
on the river, and their right on Sultaupet

On the 6th, General Floyd, with four regiments of ca
valry and the greater part of the left wing of the army, 
marched for the purpose of bringing on General S tuart; a 
proceeding, which the cavalry and part of the infantry of 
the Suitan marched at the same time to impede The 
junction was made on the 14th; the active and well- 
conducted exertions of the Sultan’s cavalry having pro
duced no other effect than the necessity of a little more 
caution, and a little more time. And on the next day the 
Bombay army, having crossed the river to the north, oc
cupied a ground in continuation of the line of General 
Harris, with a view particularly to the enfilade both of 
the face to be attacked, and the exterior trenches.

On the 9th, Tippoo, who had not before made any 
answer to the letter of the Governor-General, forwarded 
to him when the army crossed his frontier, sent to Ge
neral Harris a letter, of which the following is a transla
tion :

“The Governor-General, Lord Mornington, Bahauder, 
sent mo a letter, copy of which is enclosed: you will 
understand it. I have adhered firmly to treaties : what 
then is the meaning of the ad . .nee of the English armies, 
and the occurrence of hostilities? Inform me—What 
need I say more?”

The British commander replied in the following terms :
« v  i n  , . “ lOtk April, 1 7 9 9 .

lour letter, enclosing copies of the Governor-Gene
ral s letter, has been received. For the advance of tho 
English and allied armies, and for the actual hostilities, 
I  refer you to the several letters of the Governor-

SS’fT ™nJ' fro‘n his private diary, runs thus : Gth Aprih-Eemained under 
earh / , 1! ":ty,lUl,U nenr twelvc <rd night, from the feai our troops had fired on 
a .'inf,, twelve, Col. Wellesley came to ray tent, in a good deaj of
With *ie had not carried the lope. Jt proved that .he 33rd
Mad a in-rut- r, . at ttc into confusion, and could not be formed, which
U vrria, | »£ **'.** ' t.IUU8t be particularly unpleasant to him. Life of Lord 
undo,. th(; •: d;>y the attack upon the Tope was renewed.
twi=uty minute? and the post was carried in leas Hum

HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA.



’ V < ^ ’EI!*VTIOXS AGAINST SERINGAPATAM. ^  Is9 1\  -wy
are sufficiently explanatory on the sub- BOOK VI.

' .  c h a p . v: i i .
n he lfitb was made an alarming discovery. The ---------

onera in his letter to Lord Mornington, dated the 18th, 
ray® • Measuring the bags, to ascertain what rice they 

m  y contained, they were found so much diminished by 
oss 01 fraud, that eighteen days’ provision, f o r  the J igh ting  

mcii, at h a l f  allowance, is all that remains in camp. Our 
supplies must, therefore, arrive before the 6th of May, to 
save us from extreme distress.” 1

On the 17th, operations of considerable importance, 
less difficult because simultaneous, were accomplished 
on both sides of the river. The enemy were dislodged 
from a ground commanding that which was intended for 
the approaches and batteries of General S tuart; the troops 
were established under a good cover within 1000 yards of 
the western angle of the fo rt; and while the enemy’s 
attention was engaged with these operations, the bed of a 
water-course was seized on the southern side, which 
formed a parallel at an equal distance from the fort.

The state of the grain constituted now an object of the 
greatest solicitude, and every thing was to be done for the 
purpose of hastening the arrival of the two corps, which 
were expected to bring a supply from Coimbetoro and 
Baramahl To conduct them, General Floyd marched on 
tue iiKh toward the Caveriporam pass, with the whole of 

■ e regular cavalry, the whole of Nizam Ali’s cavalry, and 
and a brigade of infantry, followed by all the brinjarrics, 
and all the superfluous followers of the camp.

The 20th produced several events. A battery opened 
from the northern bank on the enfilade of the south
western face, and of the enemy’s intronchment on the 
southern side of the river The enomy were dislodged

1 In tho Diary of General Harris the clrrumstance3 are thn . recorded.
16th. I am sorry to add, that this day, on - asurlng car rice, to ascertain 

the exact quantity in store, we discovered, that, from less or fraud, the hags 
were. SO extremely deficient, that only eighteen days’ rice, at half allowance, 
it in camp for the fighting int o. Unless Col. Reades supplies rive before the 
hth of May, tlie army will be without provision. There is piemy in theCoorg 
country, bu: we have no means to convey or escort It hither ; but 1 hope to be 
inSeringapat un before the end of the month, fife of I.ord TCirri air,, xiio 
alarm or the General corns, however, lo have been unnecessary. Accordin' to 
Munru, there w a  no want of grain in the camp, although the : ahlht sin, l- tVM 
low. " Tile public grail! of tlie army would only have lasted til) the 7th but 
ay:iuab am.acni t la , fifteen days longer, was discovered in the uo'sse=. 
sion of dealers who had brought it on for sale. Life of Uunro, i. rib.


