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IN 1793, the termination of the period assigned to the BOOK. VI

exclusive privileges of the Company so nearly ap-

proached, that the question of renewing the charter, and

of confirming or changing the present system of govern. 1798,
VOL. VI. B
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VI ment, could no longer be deferred. People had now so

crar. vir. generally acquired the habit of lifting their eyes to the
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managemoent of national affairs ; and equal treatment to
all so forcibly recommended itself as the best rule of go-
vernment, that the commercial and manufacturing popu-
Iation were impelled to make an effort, more than usually
strong for the freedom of the Eastern trade. The prin-
cipal places of manufacture and commerco in the king-
dom ; Liverpool, Glasgow, Paisley, Manchester, Norwich,
Exeter: exhibited combinations of the merchants and
manufacturers, who passed the strongest resolutions j; im-
portuned the ministers ; petitioned the legislature ; and
desired to have an opportunity of proving how much the
real policy of commerce was violated, and the wealth of
the country kept down, by the monopoly of so large a
field of trade as that unhappily consigned to the Fast
India Company.

The Indian government was so organized, as now very
well fo answer ministerial purposes; it was therefore the
study of ministers to preserve things as they were, The
Board of Control and the Court of Directors cast, with
some skill, the parts which they had respectively to per-
form. A committes of Directors was appointed, whose
business it was to draw up reports upon the subject of the
Eastern trade, and to answer the arguments of those by
whom the freedom of that trade was advocated or
claimed. Three such reports were exhibited, They were
in the first instance referred to the Committes of the
Privy Council relating to trade and plantations ; and in
the proper stage of the business were submitted to the
House of Commong,

On the 25th of February, Mr. Dundas, in the Houge of
Commons, wade 4 display of the pecuniary state of the
Company. Fortunately for the designs which were in
agitation, the accounts of receipt and disbursement, pre-
sented, just at that moment, n balance of a large amount,
on the favourable side! Of this circumstance, the greatest

1 Mr. Tucker observes, ® It T were called upon-to point out the period whan
the Company’s flnances abroad were In the most Pprosperons state, I should
probably fix on the year 1793-8, for we then possessed an annual surplus sufii-
clent to liguidate tho territorinl debt in little more than three years. ‘The tar-
ritorial charge ineirroed in Englund was i iderable ; our possess were
more pact and ble, and more productive with reference to their
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antage was taken. Every thing which could BOOK Vi,

be effected by the confident assertions, so potent in per- CHAP. vir.

suasion, of men of influence and power, was done, to
captivate the general mind with a prospect of Indian pro-
sperity ; to generate a belief that a great fountain, whence
a perennial stream of wealth would flow upon the British
nation, was, by the wisdom of iis rulers, secured to them
in India, Estimates were formed, with all the airs of
aceuracy, or rather of moderation, by which it was made
to appear, that the surplus, exhibited by the account of
the year immediately passed, would, in future years, rather
increase than diminish. And with profound solemnity an
appropriation, as if for perpetuity, was proposed, of a
large superabounding sum, which would, it was said, be
annually received from India. The eyes of men were suec-
cessfully dazzled: and when Mr. Dundas called out to
them, “ Will you stop the tide of so much prosperity for
untried theories 7" those who knew but little either about
the theory or the practice of the case, that is, the greater
number, were easily made to believe, that there was a great
certainty of securing what they were told was the actual

influx of wealth, if they persevered in the present course; °

a great danger of losing it, if they allowed themselves to
be drawn, by delusive prospects, into another.

The friend of Mr. Dundas, and, as well from intellect, as
from office, the advocate of his schemes, Mr. Bruce, the
historiographer of the Company, says, “ Upon no oocasion,
perhaps, have men's minds been less prepared for a deci-
sion; on & subject of such magnitude and importance.” *

extent ; and the prodnce and manufactures of India being in great demasd in
the west, our remt could be effy on adva terms in commo-
ditles produced by the labour of an industrious popniation.” Review of the
Financlal Sitnation of the Eest Indis Company, in 1884, by Henry St. George
Tueker, p. 20. The snrplus revenue of 1793-3 was 1,558,000L, esclusive of g
further sum of 200,000 veccived from Tippon, In 1793-4 it was 1,119,0007,
and in 1794-5 it was 1,182,000 In the following year it deelined to 8000001,
and in 1796-7 to 240,000L. In 1797-8 there was a deficit which continued to
provail for several years. Ibid. p. 13, The expectationssuggested by the sur-
plus of 1792-3 were therefore precipitately entertained, althongh, as Las besy
sufficlently proved by subsequent events, the reventics of India, when carefully
administered, have been njwn)"v more than adequite to the expenses of the
vernment in timo of peace.—W.

En' Report on the Negotiation between the Hn:wumb‘iu East Indin Company
and the Public, respeeting the renewal of the Company’s exclusive Privilega of
Trade, for Twenty Years, from March, 1704. By John DBruce, Esq. M.
¥ R.S., Mistariographer to the Honourable Last Indis Company, p, 18,

¥,
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SE VTt ig, indeed, true, that the people were deplorably ignorant
omap, vir. of the history and management of their Fast India
affairs ; and it was, on this account, the more easy to make
1793.  them throw themselves, with blind confidence, upon the
assertions of men, whose knowledge was presumed from
their situation and pretensions,

An annual surplus of 1,239,2417 from the revenues and
Commerce of India, after paying the Company’s Indian
charges of every description, was assumed. Of this mag-
nificent sum, the following distribution was to be made.
In the first place, as most due, it was proposed, that
500,0007, should be annually appropriated to liquidate the
debt of the Company contracted in India. But in the
next place, it was patriotically determined, that 500,0007
should be annually given to the nation, as a tribute from
its Indian déminion. With regard to the remainder of the
grand surplus, it was represented, by the Indian minister,
as no more than equitable, that the meritorious proprietors
of East India stock should not be forgotten. He recom-
mended an increase of dividend from eight to ten per cent.
By this, 10,000/ more of the annuval surplus would be
absorbed. A circumstance, which might have excited
suspicion, but which appears to have been perfectly guilt-
less of any such disagreeable effect, was this ; that, amid
all these promises of wealth, the Company was in want of
pecuniary assistance ; and was to receive immediate au-
thority for raising what was equivalent to a loan of
2,000,000/, It was nob indeed to be called a loan. The
name of a loan, associated with the idea of poverty, was at
this time to be avoideds The Company were to be em-
powered to add 1,000,000 to their capital stock, which,
being subscribed, on the faith of a dividend of ten per
cent, at 200 per cent, produced to the Company’s trea-
sury a sum of 2,000,000, By this, it was said, the Com-
pany’'s bond debt in England would be reduced 1,500,0007.
The dividend upon this new capital would exhaust
100,0007. more of the surplus revenue. Of the appropria-
tion of the remainder, which, to show accuracy, and
because even small sums are of great importance, was
carried to the last degree of minuteness, it would here,
however, bie out of place to render any account,

After some affectation of discord between the Board of
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and the Court of Directors, Mr. Dundas having BOOE VI.

pretended in parliament to believe it possible that the cmae. vir

Company might decline to petition for the renewal of their
charter on the terms which the minister desired toimpose,
the petition of the Company was presented to the House
of Commons, and taken into consideration on the 23rd of
April.

It was, to some of the opposing members, & source of
complaint, when a measure, on which interests of so much
importance depended, and about which so profound an
ignorance prevailed, was to be considered and determined,
that a committee, to collect and to communicate informa-
tion, had not, as on former occasions, preceded the deci-
sion, for which a call upon the legislature was now about
to be made. Such a committee, by which ministerial pur-
poses were most likely at the present moment to be
thwarted than served, the ministers represented aa alto-
gether unnecessary ; because, there was no material cir-
cumstance, they asserted, relating to India, about which
there was not sufficient information, in the valuable and
numerous documents, whick they had communicated to
the House.

The speech of Mr. Dundas displayed and recommended
the projected plan. In all the great and leading par-
ticulars, the scheme which had been introduced by Mr.
Pitt's bill of 1784, and better adapted to ministerial or
national purposes by the amendments or declarations of
succeeding acts, remained without alteration.

The powers of the Board of Control, and of the Court
of Directors, were established on the same footing, on
which they had been placed by the declaratory act of
1785. The powers of the Governor-General and his
Council, of whom was composed the supreme organ of
government in India, with the powers of the Governors
and Councils at the subordinate presidencies, remained
as they had bheen established by the act of 1784, and the
amending act of 1786, The monopoly of the Fastern
trade was still secured to the Company. The appropri-
ations recommended by Mr. Dundas, of & supposed surplus
of revenue, were dressed in the formalities of law. The
increase of dividend, and the increase of capital, were
authorized. And the lease of the exclusive privileges
was renewed for a term of twenty years,

1793.
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ﬁ. Only two alterations were introduced, of sufficient im-

amap. v portance to require statement and explanation.

1793,

- When the bill of Mr. Pitt entered the lists against that
of Mr. Fox, the ground of patronage was the field of con-
tention. On this it was, that, as the demerit of the one
was to suffer defeat, the merit of the other was to be
crowned with vietory. On the part, therefore, of Mr.
Pitt, Mr. Dundas, and their party, was required, either
the reality, or in place of the reality, the affectation, of a
sort. of horror at the enormity of inereasing minisberial
influence. To evade objections from this source, objec-
tions which they themselves had raised to such a height
of importance, it was arranged, on the introduction of the
plan, that no salary should be annexed to the duties of the
Board of Control. These duties were to be executed by
Members of His Majesty's Privy Couneil, who had good
emoluments, on some other score, and so little to do for
them, as to be very well paid for discharging the duties of
the Board of Control into the bargain. This make-shift,
unless it be contemplated in the light of a trick, to amuse
the spectators till their attention relaxed, wwhen paid func-
tionavies of the usual sort might be quietly introduced, iga
species of burlesque on legislation. To attach to one office
o salary whose magnitude is out of all proportion to the
duties; next to create another office, with ample duties
but no salary ; and then to jumble both sets of duties
hiowever heterogencous, into one set of hands, exhibits a
singular contrast with the ruls of securing every service
by its own appropriate reward ; and paying no more for
any service, than the performance of the service strictly
demands, The time was now come, when the same
aversion to patronage wes not necessary to be displayed,
It was therefore enacted, that a salary, to be paid by the
Company, should be annexed to the office of certain of the
Commissioners of the India Board; and that, in the ap-
pointment of those Commissioners, the cirele of the Prj
Cguncil should no longer be the boundary of His Majesty’s
choice.

The second alteration regarded the Indian trade. Asg
an expedient, for softening the opposition of the commer-
cial bodies, it was devised, that the Company should afford
aunually not less than 3,000 tons of shipping, in which



military stores, or importing piece goods, and subject also
to the restriction of lodging imports in the Company’s
wnlrehouses, and disposing of them at the Company's
sales,

In adducing motives for the approbation of these mea-
sures, Mr, Dundas was successful and unsuccessful : unsuc-
cessful in offering any reasons which can now satisfy an
enlightened inquirer, but completely successful in offering
reasons which satisfied the bulk of his auditory. He
began with what he knew to be a favourite topic for a
British Parliament—the wisdom of contempt for theory.
On this occasion, however, theory was treated by him with
unusual lenity; for though Mr. Dundas affirmed that the
theories to which he was opposed did not hold true in
the case for which he had to provide ; he was not very un-
willing to allow that they held good in all other cases.
Thé propositions, which Mr. Dundas here vilified by the
name of theories, were two: the first, that the business of
government, and the business of commerce, cannot, with
advantage to the governed, be lodged in the same hands ;
the second, that freedom is the life of commerce, and
restraint and monopoly its bane. What argument did
My, Dundas produce to show that these propositions did
not hold true in the case of India? India, said he, has
hitherto been governed in contempt of them: ergo, they
do not hold true in the case of India. Mr. Dundas, it is
true, asserted alzo, that India had been governed well;
bub “governed well” in this case, means simply governed,
and nothing more ; “governed,” somehow or other, As
to the quality of the government, besides that it was the
gratuitous and interested assumption, therefore wcrt?x
nothing, of Mr. Dundas, what is the standard of compari-
gon? India had been governed well, as compared with
what? As compared with the highest state of ndvantage
in which human nature is capable of being placed? This
is what Mr. Dundas himself would not have ventured, even
in his boldest momenis of affirmation, to state. Ascompared
with the ancient Mogul government ? Was that the mean-
ing of Mr, Dundas 7 A mighty boast! That the pride of
British legislation should produce something not quite so

with India, subject to the restriction of not exporting cmae. v,

1793,
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i bad as the despotism of barbarians. And this, even at

m‘p_m. that time, was s matter of doubt. It is, now, something
— more. If this, however, was the meaning, the logic of the
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ministers and of parliament, the one inventing, the other
assenting, stood as follows: “India, in the hands of a
civilized people, has been governed, not quite so badly,
say the ministers, quite as badly, say other persons, as
when it was under the despotism of barbarians, Therefore,
it is true, that the union of commerce with government,
and the monopoly of trade, are good things in India.”
This is a logic by which & man may be helped to a great
variety of convenient conclusions. With Mr. Dundas, the
Grand Vizir of Constantinople might say: The empire of
the Sublime Porte is “governed well ;” ergo, janissaries,
and the bow-string, are excellent in the empire of the
Sublime Porte. The above reasoning Mr. Dundas corro-
borated by an established parliamentary axiom, which he
often found of unspeakable utility, that o/l change in mat-
ters of government is bad, Allow this, and it followed,
with undeniable certainty, that all change in the govern-
ment of India was bad. On the other hand, if the abso-
Iute and universal truth of that celebrated axiom should
be susceptible of dispute, all the oratory which Mr. Dundas
expended on the topic of change in general, falls, unsup-
ported to the ground. :

The particular change which his opponents contem-
plated, the removal of the government of India from the
hands of a commercial corporation, would, he said, produce
the following effects ; it would retard the payment of the
Company’s debts ; it would check the growing commerce
between the two countries ; and it would endanger the alle-
giance of India. He asked, if it would be wise to incur 8o
much danger for a theory 1 With regard to the first two
of these bare, unsupported assumptions, which ought to
have passed for nothing, experience has provided the
answer. The government has remained as Mr. Dundas
desired, and the Company, so far from paying its debts,
hias enormously increased them ; it has remained as Mr,
Dundas desired, and the commerce, instead of increasing,
hus.clwindlod to a trifle, That in s well-ordered attempt
to improve the mode of governing the people of India,
there was any thing to weaken their allegiance, is o evi-



gislative assembly, in a civilized country, in which it cmar.vir

could be asserted without derision and disgrace.

“All this danger,” said the Indian minister, “to be
incurred for a theory ¥  First, Mr. Dundas’s eagerness to
escape from theory has not avoided the danger, but realized
a great part of it. Secondly, when he treats the word
theory; when all that class of politicians, to which he be-
longed, treat the word theory, with so much contempt,
what is it they mean? Zhought: all application of the
thinking powers to the business of government, they call
theory ; every thing, in shor, except mechanical trudging
in a beaten track. In the present case, thought, applying
the results of experience to the circumstances of India,
endeavoured to foresee what mode of government would
be attended with the happiest effects; but if ever thought,
in consequence of this operation, recommends any thing
different in government from that which actually exists,
it is, by Mr. Dundas and his fellows, to receive the name
of theory, and to be exploded. “All the good which now
exists, will you sacrifice it to a theory?” When thought
has accurately weighed the value of that which exists, and
accurately weighed the value of that which may be got by
a change ; and, after all that is good and evil on both
sides is maturely considered, pronounces deliberately that
the second value is greater than the first ; what is meant
by asking, whether it is wise to sacrifice so much good to
a theory! Isit not asking us whether it is wise to sacri-
fice the less good to the greater? In such cases the
answer is, that it is wise, to sacrifice so much good to
theory. It is only an abuse of language to express the
facts in such inappropriate terms.

Mr. Dundas said, that no two persons agreed, in the-

substitutes which were proposed for the present plan,
This, too, however ridiculous, is a standing argument
against improvement. Yet it is not the question, whether
few or many schemes are proposed; but whether any of
them 4s good, Tt would be a strange maxim of govern-
ment, that, where & great end is in view, and men have
different opinions about the means, in that case all power
of choice should be extinguished, and things must remain
23 they are. How numerous soever the opinions, it is
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~still the business of wisdom %o inquire what is best ; and

crar, vir. take the most effectual measures for carrying it into happy

execution. It is worthy of particular regard, that almost

1793.  gll the general arguments of those who oppose the im-
provement of political institutions, may thus be traced
up to one assumption ; viz. That the original condition
of human beings, the brutal savage state, ought never
to have been altered; and that all those men who have
laboured to make human nature what it is, ought to be
condemned as wicked.

Among his other sguments, or more properly speaking
his assertions, Mr. Dundas affirmed, that the surplus re-
venue in India could not be carried to England, which he
affectedly called realizing, but by the Company's trade.
Theve is nothing, it appears from experience, too absurd to
pass for an argument in a aristocratical assembly. Thab
neither money nor goods could be conveyed from India
to England, except by the East India Company, was & pro-
position which it required no ordinsry share of credulity
to digest. Bxperience, moreover, has proved, what a
knowledge of the theory of man would have foretold, that
there would be no surplus revenue to bring.

Mz, Dundas made use of other assertions. He asserted,
that free trade would produce colonization ; and that co-
lonization would produce the losa of India, Unhappily, it
it is almost impossible to establish any considerable num-
ber of Europeans in India; because the natives subsist
upon so little, that the wages of labour are toolow to
enable Europeans to live. If if were possible, nothing
would be of so much advantage, both to the people of
India, and to the people of England.

As a weight to counterbalance the arguments of those
who pleaded for the separation of the commerce from the
government of India, and for the dissolution of the Com-
pany, Mr. Dundas delivered it as his old, and, after much
time and experience, his present and confirmed opinion,
that, if the patronage of India were added to the other
sources of the influence of the crown, it would be sufficient
to ensure to the crown a majority in both houses of par-
lisment, and would destroy the substance of the constitu-
tiony through the medium of its forms, The patronage of
India was trasferred to the crown. It was the express
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of the declaratory act of 1788, to place the govern- BOOK VI.
ment of India fully and completely in the hands of the cmar. vin
ministers. Is the patronage of the Admiralty Board, the
patronage of the Commander-in-Chief, or that of the Lord 1792
Chancellor, less ministerial patronage, because it is by
these functionaries if is dispensed? Was it possible to
give to ministers the unlimited power over the govern-
ment of India,and not to give the benefit of the patronage
along with it ?

The two great crimes of which the government in India
had been accused were; pillage of the natives, and wars
of conquest. The present bill, Mr. Dundas asserted, would
cure these evils. How? It had two expedients for that
pwrpose: the land-tax was now fixed ; and the Governor-
General was responsible to parliament.

For annexing salaries to the Board of Control, and en-
abling his Majesty to make any body a Commissioner,
little trouble in search of a reason secems to have been
thought necessary. Without a salary, and without a
choice of other persons than members of the Privy-
Council, no body, said Mr. Dundas, could be got who
would keep the office so long, or attend to its business
80 much, as to be capable of taking a useful part in its
management. Nine years before, was this incapable of
being foreseen? But foresight is theory. When the
Commissioners of Control were first appointed, there were
persons who had so much salary, and so little to do for it,
that they would be very well paid for both services ; viz,
those of the India Board, and those attached to the salary,
added together. After an additional salary was got for
the India Commissioners, what was done with the surplus
salary of those who had too much for the services which
it was intended to pay? Was any of it taken away!
No. Why? To this last question, no answer is re-
quired,

By allowing 3000 tons, for private trade, in @he Com-
pany's ships, Mr. Dundas took credit for having done
Something considerable in favour of the manufacturers
and merchants, The source of advantage in private trade
would be found in the more expeditions and economical
methods to which private interests would give birth, By
subjecting the private trader to the delays and expenses
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V1. of the Company, Mr. Dundas cut off the possibility of ad-
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vantage ; and the merchants declined to occupy the un-
profitable channel which he had opened.

In every one of the particular objects which this bill
pretended to have in view; the enlargement of British
commerce, the extinction of debt, and the prevention of
conquest ; its failure, on experience, has proved to be
complete.

It encountered very little opposition till its third read-
ing in the lower house. On that occasion it was furiously
assaulted by Mr. Fox. The House of Commons, he ob-
served, had, in the year 1780, proclaimed their solemn
opinion, that, “the influence of the Crown had increased,
was increasing, and ought to be diminished.” In defiance
of this alarming declaration, in violation of the solemn
protestations with which the nation were amused, upon
the first introduction of the present system of Indian
governinent, a new lot of influence was avowedly created.
This was little. The mighty mass of evil existed in the
influence which was warehoused for ministerial use with
the Court of Directors. This was the most dangerous pa-
tronage at the disposal of the Crown. Why? because it
was irresponsible. “Isit,” said Mr. Fox, “to be placed
in the hands of those who really have the power over it ?
No! it is to be given to their agents and dependants;
whose responsibility, from the nature of their situation, it
is absurd to speak of—It has been asserted” he cried
“that the patronage of India consists in the appointment
of a few writers. If there is & man in this House ! if there
is a man in this country ! if there is one man in the British
territory in India! who can believe this assertion, I wish
him joy of his credulity! I ask any man, who is not in-
sane,—in whom, if this bill shall pass into a law, will the
whole of the patronage of India be invested ! Will not
the Company and their Directors be the mere tools of the
minister ? Who appointed Lord Cornwallis? Who Sir
John Shore? The clear effect of the measure is to give to
the minister all the power, and sereen him from all respon-
sibility,”

Mr. Pitt answered: hy complaining that his opponent
had deferred 4o the last stage the statement of his objec-

1 Parliamentary Debates, 24th May, 1783,
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tions; and by endeavouring to show, that the appointment BOOK VI
of writers to India, who begin as clerks, and rise by seni- cmar.vin

ority to places of importance, could not greatly increase
the influence of ministers, even if their power over Di-
rectors were as complete as the argument of the opposition
supposed. This, however, was not to deny, that ministers
possessed all the influence created by the patronage of
India; a fact which, at this time, Mr. Pitt did not affect
to dispute: it was only to assert, that this influence,
when it was got, was of inconsiderable importance. This
was to contradict his own arguments against the bill of
My, Fox ; and to recant every assertion by which le had
successfully covered it with odium. It was also to con-
tradict the principal argument by which Mr. Dundas had
defended the propriety of continuing the government of
India in the hands of a commercial company. But it did
not subvert the truth, that a mass of wealth equivalent to
all the lucrative offices in India, ready to be employed by
the Crown, in purchasing the co-operation of those who
were appointed to cheek it, would contribute largely to
convert the checking into a confederate body; and to
establish a fatal union of King and parliament upon the
ruin of the people.

The views of the parties who demanded, on this ocea-
sion, a change in the management of Indian affairs, are
100 nearly the same with the views, which have already
been discussed, of preceding parties, to require any par-
ticular examination. The merchants petitioned chiefly
for freedom of trade. On what grounds of reason, has
been, s far as compatible with the nature of the present
undertaking, already disclosed. The political change which
most of the complaining parties appeared to contemplate,
was the transfer of the details of government from the
Court of Directors to his Majesty's ministers. On what
ground, it appears to me, that the transfer of power which
has already been made from the Court of Directors to his
Majeat.}r'a ministers is not an improvement, and, hy I‘ﬂTit}'
of reason, that any further transfer would not be an im-
Provement, has been seen in my explanation of the nature
of the iustrument for the good government of India, which
Was provided by Mr, Pitt, in the Board of Control,

To communicate the whole of the impression, made

1798,
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. upon a mind, which has taken a survey of the government

of India, by the East India Company, more completely
through the whole field of its action, than was ever taken
before, and which has not spared to bring forward into the
same light the unfavourable and the favourable points, it
may be necessary to state, and this I conceive to be the
most convenient occasion for stating, That, in regard to
intention, I know no government, either in past or present
times, that can be placed equally high with that of the
Hast India Company; That I can hardly point out an
oceasion on which the schemes they have adopted, and
even the particular measures they pursued, were not by
themselves considered as conducive to the welfare of the
people whom they governed ; That I know no government
which has on all oceasions shown so much of a disposition
to make sacrifices of its own interests to the interests of
the people whom it governed, and which has, in fact, made
‘8o many and such important sacrifices : That, if the East
India Company have been so little successful in ameliorat-
ing the practical operation of their government, it has
been owing chiefly to the disadvantage of their situation,
distant a voyage of several mouths from the scene of action,
and to that imperfect knowledge which was common to
them with almost all their countrymen: But that they
have never erred so much, as when, distrusting their own
knowledge, they have followed the directions of men whom
they unhappily thought wiser than themselves, viz. prac-
tical Statesmen, and Lawyers; And that, lastly, in the
highly important point of the servants, or subordinate
agents of government, there is nothing in the world to be
compared with the East India Company, whose servants,
as a body, have not only exhibited a portion of falent
which forms a contrast with that of the ill-chosen instru-
ments of other governments: but have, except in some
remarkable instances, as that of the loan transactions
with the Nabob of Arcot, maintained a virtue, which,
under the temptations of their situation, is worthy of the
highest applause.

For the immediate successor of Lord Cornwallis, choice
was made of Mr, Shore, a civil servant of the Company,
whaose knowledge of the revenue system of India was held
in peculiar esteems. Pacific habits, and skill in revenue,
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ossibly regarded as means abundantly necessary for BOOK VI

realizing those pecuniary promises, which had been so CHA®. viL.

loudly and confidently made to both the patliament and
the peaple of England.

About the same time that Mr, Shore, dignified for his
new station with the title of Sir John Shore,; succeeded to
the substantial power of the government of Bengal, its
nominal sovereign, the Nabob Mubarek ud Dowla, died,
after a life of thirty-seven years, and a reign of twenty-
three. Ile left twelve sons and thirteen daughters, and
was succeeded by his eldest son Uzeez ud Dowla, who
Wwas solemnly proclaimed at Calcutta on the 28th of
September.

The first important circumstance which solicited the
attention of the new Governor-General, was the appear-
ance of an approaching rupture between two of the late
«confederates ; the Nizam, and the Mahrattas. The views,
upon one another, of these two states, had undergone no
permanent alteration from the union to which the desire
of sharing in the'spoils of Tippoo had given a temporary
existence, Intervening circumstances had nearly matured
into act their inimical designs,

The treaty of alliance, offensive and defensive, between
the English, the Nizam, and Mahrattas, included a mutual
Buarantee against the common object of their hatred and
apprehensions, the sovereign of Mysore. This guarantee
Lord Cornwallis appears to have thought of great import~
ance for English security. It follows, that he must have
expected greater benefit from the co-operation of the
Nizam and Mahrattas, in case of an attack, than mischief
from entanglement in the wars to which the turbulent
politics of these native states would certainly give ocoa-
sion. The mode in which the contracting parties were to
act, in accomplishing the objects of the guarantee, was left,
in the treaty concluded previously to the war, to be
Bettled by suobsequent regulation, So much had the
Governor-General this affair of the guaranteo at heart,
that he endeavoured, as soon after the war as possible, to
S8cure it by an express treaty devoted to that particular
object. Tt was, however, to be an extraordinary treaty ;
for Loy Cornwallis, not being altogether without foresight
of the evils likely to abound from an cbligation to take a

1798.
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BOOK VI, part in the wars which the Nizam and Mahrattas might

cuap, vix. kindle, was for inserting an article, by which the allies

1798.

were not to assist one another, except, just when they
pleased ; or, as he chose to express if, “until they were
convinced that the party requiring assistance had justice
on his side, and all measures of conciliation had proved
fruitless.” !

A draught of a treaty, to this effect, was transmitted

to the courts of Hyderabad and Poonsh. The Nizam,
though fully sensible that the English alone stood between
him and destruction, was yet encouraged to the hope of
drawing his profit out of the eagerness for this treaty
which the Governor-General displayed. A dispute had
already sprung up between him and Tippoo Sultan. The
Nabob of Kernoul was the dependant of the Nizam. On
that chief Tippoo was urging claims which the Nizam
contested. When solicited on the subject of the treaty,
the Nizam demanded, as the price of his consent, the
support of the English in the affair with Tippoo, This
behaviour, the English, who knew their advantages, treated
a8 a crime; and expressed so much of anger, that the
Nizam was eager to redeem his offence by unlimited
complaisance,
- As the power of the Mahrattas was different, so was
their temper, The Poonah Councils were still governed
by Nana Furnavese, who now despairing of assistance
from the English to support him against the designs of
Sindia, opposed to the importunities of the Governor-
Gieneral on the subject of his treaty, evasion and delay.
At last the Mahratta minister produced a sketch of a
treaty of guarantee to which he expressed his willingness
to accede, but involving terms, the acceptance of which,
it is probable, he did not expect, Among these was an
engagement for realizing the claims of chout upon the
the dominions of Tippoo. '

The Mahrattas were jealous of the enlarged, and growing
power of the English. They were impatient to reap the
#poils of the feeble Nizam ; an acquisition, to which they

! Letter feom Governor-General to the Resident at Poonah, duted Tth August,
1794, Colonel Wilkes says, on this oecasion, ** The policy of Lis Mahratta allies
was in direct and systematic opposition to every thing explicit and definite in

its connexion with otber powers.,” In this way, it might be supposed, that
thls was & clanse exactly to suit them.
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ed the connexion of that prince with the English as BOOK V1.

the only obstruction. Sindia, whose power had been so CIAT: VIt

greatly increased, now exerted a decisive influence on the
Mahratta councils, and entertained designs of future gran-
deur with which the ascendency, or rather the existence,
of the English in India was altogether incompatible. Ho
was not solicitous to disguise his hatred of the connexion
between them and the Nizam ; or the satisfaction with
which he regarded the power of Tippoo, as a counterpoise
to the still more formidable power of the English.

After a negotiation of more than a year, the accession
of the Mahrattas to the union so fondly projected by Lord
Cornwallis, was regarded as hopeless. The Nizam, who
saw in their aversion to the proposed engagements, a
design of holding themselyes at liberty to fall upon him,
was kindled to an ardent pursuit of the guarantee; and
urged upon the English government the propriety of con-
cluding the treaty singly with him; as it could be no
reason, because a third party swerved from its engage-
ments, that the other two should abandon theirs.® It
entered, however, into the policy of Sir John Shore, to
avoid whatever could excite the jealousy of the Mahrattas:
the English government, accordingly, declaved its satisfac-
tion with the verbal aequiescence of the Nizam; and on
the part of the Mahrattas, with a promise, incidentally
given, that they would act agreeably to existing treaties.

The Nizam became at last so much imipressed with the
prospect of the dangers avound him, that on the 1st of
January, 1794, Sir John Kennaway, the English Resident
at Hyderabad, described him to the Governor-General, as
prepared to form, with the English, engagements, which
would render them masters of his country for ever ; and
urged the wisdom of not allowing so favourable an oppor-
tunity to escape?

2 %&Jﬁi};nuﬁﬁf%?‘tﬂiﬁf e sy e L2 1‘3‘,2" abad, Ist Jan. 1704,
The words of Sir John Malcolm, reporting and applacding this advice, are
Worthy of insertion. **In this [the despatch in question] the Resldent states
s comviotion, that the circumstances in which the court of Hyderabud was
then placed, and the character of thase by whom it was ruled, were such, ya
Fme 15 an opportunity, which it was Wi!;ﬁ and politic to use, to establish an
mfnencs and power it its coumeils, which would enable us to comiming its
future exertions, and benefit from {ts resources under any events that conld
ocenr. ' Sketol, &o., p. 144, The opinivn of two such distinguished fung~
Iion;::: of the Company, so thoroughly conversant in the politics of Tndia,

Ve ¢
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y impulse of the circumstances in which they were
placed, very highly favoured the extension of the do-
minion, by gradual encroachments upon their slothful and
improvident governments of India. Enabled from the
nature of their country, and their state of society, to
exercise with advantage a continual war of depredation
against the surrounding states, they were often bribed to
forbearance, by those who could find no other security
against their ravages. The terms of this agreement came
af last to be fixed, at a fourth part of the revenues of the
country which they consented to spare. This was an
opening, at which the stronger party generally found the
means of introducing whatever was required for the final
subjugation of the country. The fourth part of the
revenues was always a disputed sum ; and as the Mah-
rattas endeavoured to make it appear to be greater than
it really was, the government of the country endeavoured
to make it less. Nothing is ever paid by an Iadian go-
vernment, so long as it can help it ; least of &ll, an odious
tribute. The Mahratta chout thercfore was seldom paid,
except by the terror of a Mahratta army; and by conse-
quence it was almost always in arrear. Under the pre-
tension of security against imposition and delay in the
receipt of the chout, the Mahrattas as often as possible
insisted upon sending their own officers into the country
to collect it. This gave them a power of interference in
every measure of the government, and the support of a
body of partisans, who, exercising the powers of Indian
tax-gatherers, were masters of the property, and to a great
degree of the person of every man subject to their exac-
tions.

The dominions of the Nizam had long sustained the
Mahratta chout; and previous {o the connexion which was
formed between the Hyderabad government and Lord
Cornwallis, the Mahrattas exercised so great an authority
in his country, that the minister of the Nizam was more
attentive to the wishes of the Mahrattas than the com-

respecting the real import of those engagements, by which the native Princes
sccepled the Company’s troops as the instrument of their defence, is more in-
struetive as throwing light npon the hypeerisy of preceding, than the plain
dealing of subsequent times.
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against Tippoo, and the union formed for his subjugation, cmar. v

the Mahrattas had yielded to a temporary relaxation of
their influence over the country of the Nizam. But they
now intended to resume it with improvements; and a
long arrear of chout afforded the pretext for interference.

The English government offered its mediation. The
ready acceptance of the Nizam was not a matter of doubt.
The Mahrattas employed evasion ; and as soon as they
Wwere convinced that the interposition of the Governor-
General would certainly not be with arms, they treated
his mediating propositions with frigid indifference.

A circumstance, caleulated to alarm the English govern-
mment, occurred. Tippoo Sultan had an army in the field,
and either intended, or under terror was suspected of in-
tending, a confederacy with the Mahrattas for the subju-
gation of the Nizam. The question was, what course it
now behoved the English government to pursue,

By the treaty of alliance, the Nizam, it might be urged,
was entitled to the assistance of the English against Tip-
poo; and so little were they released from their engage-
ments, by the infidelity of the Mahrattas, that they were
Tather bound to compel them to fulfil the conditions of a
treaty, of which the parties were implied guarantees.
Besides, the Nizam had declared, that his accession to the
alliance against Tippoo was founded, not upon any confi-
dence which he could place in Mahratta, but on that alone
which he reposed in English faith: receiving him into
the allisnce upon this declaration was a virtnal pledge,
that the protection to which he looked from the English,
Was not to depend upon that security which he expressly
rejected : to make it depend upon that security was, there-
fore, a breach of engagement. At the time when the
Nizam, confiding in the security of English protection,
took part with the English, the value attached to his
alliance was such, that it would have been purchased with
eagerness at the expense of an engagement offensive and
defensive with himself. Would the Nizam, being attacked
by Tippoo, have been entitled to assistanee from the Eng-
lish, if defended by the Mahrattas ! And was his title less,
when about to be attacked by Tippoo, with the Mahrattas
coujoined ¢ Such a disappoiutment in hopes, on which he

1794,



DR

S ‘ §

] I
©  HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. :
¥

-had staked the very existence of his. throne, could not do

cuar. Vil less than ensure o the English the enmity of the Nizam.
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Nor could the English abandon him, without the appear-
ance at once of weakness and infidelity ; without descend-

- ing from that high station in which they now over-awed

the princes of India, as well by the terror of their arms,
as the purity of their faith.

Considerations presented themselves of an opposite
tendency. If the co-operation of all the parties in a
treaty were necessary to the attainment of its end, and
the defection of any one of them rendered the attainment
of the end no longer possible, the defection of one dis-
solved, of course, the obligation of all. Again, the treaty
of alliance between the English, the Nizam, and the Mah-
rattas, bound the parties not to assist the enemies of one
another. I‘n the case, therefore, of a war between any
two of the parties, the third could not interfere. In such
a case, the neutrality of the third party was that which
the terms of the treaty expressly required. If the friend-
ship of the Nizam would be lost, if the opinion which
prevailed of English power, and of the tenacity of English
engagements, should endure a slight and temporary diminu-
tion, war was beyond comparison a greater evil. It was
impossible for any body to suppose that a war against
Tippoo and the Mahrattas would be easily sustained. And
as the revenue of the Company was confessedly unequal
to the expenditure of war, a protracted contest was to be
regarded as pregnant with ruin. Even the destruction of
the Nizam could not be considered as adding to the dan-
gers of the English ; since, after subverting that power,
the Mahrattas and Tippoo were much more likely to malke
war upon one another, than to combine their arms for an
attack upon the British state. T inally, by the act of par-
liament the Company’s servants were clearly prohibited
from interfering in the quarrels of the native princes; and
from taking up arms against them, unless to oppose an
actual invasion of the British provinces.

By these considerations, the mind of the Governor.
General was determined ; and he purposed to leave the
Nizam to his fate. That such a determination was con.
trary to the expectations upon which the Nizam was
induced to enter into the alliance, expectations which for
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no reason to doubf.
General, and the disappointment of the Nizam, were
created by the looseness of the treaty. Two obvious
cases, the authors of that treaty had not been able to
foresee ; First, if one of the threo contracting parties were
attacked by Tippoo, and one of the two who in that case
were bound to assist should decline 5 Secondly, if one of
the three were attacked, and one of the two, who ought to
assist, instead of assisting, should Jjoin the aggressor,
There was nothing in the freaty which determined what
Was to be done by the third party in either of those
cases,

If Tippoo had attacked the English, and the Mahrattas
hadl either not assisted, or joined in the attack, it may be
strongly suspected that the English, in that case, would
not have held the Nizain released from his engagement.

The opinion has also been urged, and it is not without
Pprobability, that, by declaring themselves bound to pro-
tect the Nizam, the English would not have involved
themselves in the calamities of war, but would have pre-
vented hostilities by the terror of their interference.!

When once the English have thoroughly imbibed the
dread of an enemy, Tippoo, or any other; that dread,
after the cause of it is weakened, or, peradventure, wholly
removed, continues for a long time to warp their policy.
In the opinion of the Governor-General, great danger still
impended over the Company by the existence of Tippoo.
The Nizam he regarded as too weak ; the Mahrattas alone
as sufficiently powerful to yield a counterpoise to that
detested sovereign : his policy, therefore, was to retain, at
some cost the friendship of the Mahrattas ; and for this
purpose not to grudge the sacrifice of the Nizam.

He was relieved from a portion of his difficulties by the
assurance that, if Tippoo had entertained the project of
an attack upon the Nizam, it was now laid aside. In the
dispute between the Nizam and Mahrattas, the treaty, he
thought, ereated, certainly, no obligation to interfere,

the opinion of Sir John Malcolm, an obligation ex-

isted, whieh cannot fail to be considered as a little extras

ordinary. He sesms to say, for it is seldom that a rhetorical
! This opinton s given with confidence by Sir John Matcolm,

L.
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A purpose he was encouraged to entertain, there seoms BOOK VI.
The difficulties of the Governor- cmar, vir
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BOOK VL writer is entirely free from ambiguity, that the native
CHAP, VI powers, by joining the English in any war in which they
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were engaged, established a right, which nothing but their
own misconduct could ever forfeit, to their friendship, ana
to protection against any power to whom by that conduct
they might have given offence He adduces Lord Corn-
wallis as a party to this speculation ; who, “in his letter,
under date the 28th of February, 1790, to the Resident at
Poonah, declared, that the Mahratta state, by acting against
Tippoo in concert with the British government, became
entitled, in reason and equity, to a defensive alliance
against that prince, even though no previous engagement
existed.” If this proposition means anything real, and if
assistance in war creates an obligation to assistance in
return, except an obligation of which the party obliged is
alone to judge ; in other words, an obligation binding him
only when agreeable, that is, no obligation at all: the re-
ceipt of assistance in war is a snare, which carries ruin in
its consequences, and ought for ever to be shunned? One

I Sketch, &e., p. 167.

2 This is a conclusion not ily lting from they i Undoubt
ed} i in war against a enemy constitutes in equity and reason
a Jn!m to on a like i It is possible that there maybe
counteracting claims by which the obligation may be overruled, bt the impos-
sibility of fulfilling an obligation s no arg t against its reasonablencss or
justice. In the view here taken of this transastion, the most material points
are omitted. The grounds which the Nizam had to look to the British Govern-
ment for protection, and the poliey of affording it to him. The letter of the
treaty was not violated by withholding aid from the Nizam against the Mal-
rattas nin%iy and confointly wit' Tippeo, but unquestionably the spirit was
departed from. It was formed .+ malatain the integrity of the Hyderabad
state against the aggression of a mo.s powerful neighbour, and it mattered not
whence the danger came ; the Nizam equally required protection and had been
led to expect it. The Mabrattas neither needed nor asked for protection. After
the war was over the same expectation was kept alive by the negociations set
on foot by Lord Cornwallis for a continnation of 8 guarantee treaty with the
Nizam and the Mahrattas. The Nizam had also some reason to expect favour
from the English, a8 a return for his cession of Guntoor and adjustiment of the
arrears of Peshcush. It was aleo politic to provide for his protection. There
was nothing to fear from him, whilst his positicn and resonrces were ealculated
to be of eminent advantege to the English in any future collision with Tippoo
and the Mahrattas, of whose hostile feelings and more formidable power there
eonld be nio uncertainty. On the cther hand, there seem to have been dif-
culties in the way of affording him protection, which are not noticed in the
toxt, and which were not alluded to by the Governor-General, Captain Duff
observes, that whatever might Liave been the apparent adventage of the Gover=
nor-General's interference, if it had enabled Nizam Ally to effect his evasive
E:‘pou. it maust have been recorded as an injustics to the Mabrattas”  Mahr.

£ ill, 109. The demands of the Mahrattas for the Chout, during a series of
years, were not altogether unfounded. It sppears also, that they were not
only met with evasion but with fusult and deflance ; and that the court of
Hyderabad provoked tho contest, In such a state of things the interferenve of
the British suthority must have been contined to mediation, und woald pro-
babiy haye been of little eifect. It does not seem however to have been very




|| E“‘m.. _&E&‘WEEN THE NIZAM AND MAHRATTAS. 23
little consequence, in the present instance, it would appear BOOK VI.
~ that Sir John Malcolm overlooked. The Nizam and Mah- CHAF. VIi.
~ rattas were about to go to war. The English had received
assistance from both of them : the English were therefore  1793.
bound to lend assistance to both of them :—that is, to
send one body of English troops to fight against another,
Before hostilities commenced between the Subahdar and
the Mahrattas, Mahdajee Sindiah died. The power of this
chief, and his ascendancy in the Mahratta confederacy,
had lately been so great, that his death was expected to
produce considerable changes; and the Resident at Poonah
thought it probable that the opportunity might be so im-
Proved, as to effect an adjustment between the Nizam and
Mahrattas, The Governor-General, however, would not
risk offence to the Poonah government, by any sort of
interference mors forcible than words ; and the successor
of Mahdajee Sindiah, his nephew Doulut Rao, soon as-
8embled his army from the remotest parts of his domi-
r Nions, and obtdined an ascendancy at once in the Poonah
councils, and in the confederacy which was forming against
the dominions of the Nizam.
The Nizam was the party in danger, but the first in the
fleld. He advanced to Beder, if not with a view to actual
aggression, at least with a view to interfere in the internal
afairs of the Mahratta government, a considerable time
before the movement of the Mahratta armies. Early in
rch, 1795, the advanced corps of the Mahratta army,
under the command of Doulut Rao Sindiah, approached ;
and the Nizam advanced from Beder to meet him. A
&eneral action took place, Both armies were thrown into
Some confusion, and neither obtained any considerable
vantage. But the women of the Nizam were frightened ;
and under their influence ho retreated from the scene of
&ction during the night. He sought protection in the
8mall fort of Kurdla, where the Mahrattas had the advan-
e of terminating the war without another blow. The
fort is completely surrounded by hills, except at one par-
tioulay spot. The Mahrattas took possession of this out-

T

| Mremmusly attempted, and the selfish metives which alone were urged for the
| ‘::wruun of the Nizam, were not creditable to the character of the government
i

T gEnrosity or Justice,—W.



HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA.@ I o,

=8 ch they completely shut up the Nizam, and cut

. vir. him off from supplies. After remaining some weeks in

— this miserable situation, he found himself at the mercy of

1705.  his enemy, and concluded a peace on such terms as they

* were pleased to dictate. The particulars of the treaty

were not fully made known 5 but, beside establishing all

their former claims, the Mahrattas compelled him to cede

to them a country of thirty-five lacs’ revenue, including

the celebrated fort of Doulutabad ; to pay three crores of

rupees, one-third immediately, the rest by instalments of

twenty lacs per annum ; and fo give up, as a hostage for

the performance of these conditions, his minister Azeem

ul Omrah, whose abilities had for some time been the

great support of his throne ; who was the zealous friend

of the Euglish connexion; and a firm opponent of fhe
Mahrattas,!

No part of the conduct of the English had more offended
the Nizam, than the refusal to permit his two battalions
of British troops to accompany him to the war. As the
Mahrattas were the great source from which he appre-
hended danger, an expensive force, which could not be em-
ployed against the Mahrattas, was a loss, rather than ad-
vantage. He, therefore, shortly after his return to Hy-
derabad, intimated his desire to dispense with the service
of the English battalions ; and they marched to the ter-
ritories of the Company.

The Subahdar of the Deccan had never, from the time
of Bussy, been without French officers in his service, In
the confederate war against Tippoo, he had two battalions
of regular infantry, officered by Frenchmen, and com-
manded by a gentleman of the name of Raymond, who
began his military career in India, at an early age, in the
disastrous campaigns of Lally, At first his establishment
amounted to no more than three hundred men 3 and he
hired their armas from a merchant of his own country, af
the rate of eight annas? o month, By his services and
address, he rapidly increased the fayour and liberalities of

1 The dispersion of the Nizam's army was the msrﬁt‘nr a panic which oe-
Sirred in the course of the night, and it was then that Nizam Al took refuge
Within the fort of Kurdla. In this he was shut up, not some weeks, but two
days, when he was compelled to submit to the conditions specified ju the text.
M.;;h]r. iil!t;t' 9, 118w,

3. 8a,



JISH JEALOUS OF THE FRENCH CORES. L
the Subahdar ; of which he availed himself for the ang- BOOK VI.
mentation and equipment of his corps. It had received cmar. viL
greab accessions both to its numbers and appointments, ==
since the peace of Seringapatam ; and the English Resi- 1799
dent reported, probably with great exaggeration, that
twenty-three battalions of this description, with twelve
field-pieces, accompanied the Nizam in his campaign
against the Mahrattas.

After the return of that Prince to his capital, he or-
dered new lovies of this corps; and assigned a portion

of territory for its regular payment. The expostula-

tions of the British Resident, and his intimations that so

much enconragement of the French portended serious

changes in his relations with the English, were but little

regarded,
A part of this corps was sent to ocoupy the districts of
Kurpah, and Cummum, These districts lay upon the
frontier of the Company’s possessions ; and the Governor-
General took the alarm. “The measure itself” he re-
marked,! “had a suspicious not to say criminal appear-
ance ;” and he directed “ the strongest representations to
be made, to induce the Nizam to recall the detachment of
Monsieur Raymond.”  In case of refusal, the resident was
even instructed to threaten him with the march of a body
of English troops to his frontier. The apprehensions of
the English government were increased by some French
officers, prisoners at Madras, who were detected in a
DProject of escape, and suspected of a design to join M.
Raymond.
Whether the Nizam conld have been led on to risk the
displeasure of the English, or whether the knowledge of
his defenceless condition would soon have brought him
back to court their support, sufficient time was not afforded
to try. On the 28th of June, his eldest son Ali Jah fled
from the capital, and placed himself in open robellion
When his fears were so vehemently excited, that he applied
- himself with the utmost eagerness 1o recover the friend-

ship of the English. He agreed to the racall of Raymond's
‘ corps from the district of Kurpah ; and warmly solicited
- the return of the subsidiary force. The battalions were
‘ ordered to join him with the greatest possible expadition ;
I-
|

1 In his Minute, 16th June, 1795,

27542
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BOOK VI but before they were able to arrive, an action had taken
oiar. vit, place, in which Ali Jah was made prisoner. He did not

1795.

long suryive his captivity! The Nizam, however, enjoyed
but a few months’ tranquillity, when another member of
his family revolted, at the head of a large body of troops.
In quelling this rebellion, and recovering the fort of
Rachore, which the insurgents had occupied, the English
battalions had an opportunity of rendering conspienous
Bervice.

The Nizam, though brought again to a sufficient sense
of his dependance upon the English, could not help re-
flecting that from them he had nothing to expect in seek-
ing the means of his defence against that insatiate neigh-
bour, whom nothing less than his ruin would content ;
nor could he forbear turning with particular favour to that
body of his troops, on whom, in contending with the Mah-
rattas, his principal dependance must rest. The value of
M. Raymond’s corps had risen in his estimation by the
activity which it had displayed in the reduction of Ali
Jah. Its numbers and appointments were increased ;
additional lands for its support were assigned to its com-
mander ; and arsenals and foundries were established for
its equipment. The abilities of M. Raymond qualified him
o improve the favourable sentiments of his prince ; the
discipline and equipment of his corps were carried to the
highest perfection, of which his circumstances would ad-
mit ; and his connexions with the prineipal officers of the
government were industriously cultivated and enlarged.
He was not anxious to avoid those little displays, by which
the fears and hatred of the English were most likely to be
inflamed. The colours of the French republic were horne
by his battalions ; and the cap of liberty was engraved on
their buttons. While a detachment of this corps was sta-
tioned on the frontier of the Company’s territories, a par-
tial mutiny was raised in a battalion of Madras sepoys,
It was ascribed, of course, to the intrigues of the abomi-
nable French officers. Whether this was, or was not the
fact ; two native commissioned officers, with a number of
men, went over to the French.

L Aeconling to Capt. Grant, Ali Jah, nnable to fuce his father, put an end
'?‘%kla existonce Uy poison before hie reached the capltal.  Malir, Hist, 3, §19,—

$aTC



\ ENGLISH RELATIONS AFFECTED. E
t.was by no means without jealousy and apprehension, BOOK V1
that the Inglish government beheld the progress of a cHAR. Vil

French interest in the councils of the Nizam. That Prince

declared his readiness to dismiss the rival corps, provided

the English subsidiary force was so increased, and its ser-

vice 8o regulated, as to render it available for his defence.

This, however, the desire of standing fair with the Mah-

Tattas dissuaded, and a succedaneum was devised. It was

thought expedient to encourage the entrance of English

adventurers into the service of the Nizam, who might form

a rival corps to counterbalance the French. But the Eng-

lish were less qualified than the French for this species of
adventure ; there was no man to be found whose abilities

and address could balance those of M. Raymond ; and this

Project totally failed.

An event, in the meantime, occurred, which materially
affected the politics of this part of India. On the 27th of
October, 1795, happened the death of the young Peshwa,
Madhoo Row ;' and introduced the most serious divisions
among the Mahratta chiefs. Nanah Furnavese desired to
place upon the vacant throne an infant whom he could
use as a tool. Bajee Rao, undoubted heir, the son of
Ragoba, was supported by the influence of Sindiah. In

circumstances, Nanah Furnavese was anxious to
strengthen himself by the alliance of the Nizam. He re-
leased Azeem ul Omrah, opened a negotiation with that
Minister on behalf of his master ; and concluded a freaty,
by which all the cessions extorted at Kurdla were resigned
In the meantime, Sindiah hastened to Poonah, with an
army which his rival was unable to oppose; and Bajes
Rc_)w was placed upon the musnud of Poonah. The treaty
with the minister of the Nizam was, of course, annulled ;
but a new one was concluded, by which the Nizam was
required to make good only one-fourth of the cessions
and payments which had been fised by the convention of
Kurdla?
H‘ Madhon Row, the Pelshwa, alhough in his twenty-ficst year, waskept by
th:? Furnavese, in a state of n_gld control which preyed upon, his spirits, so
a fixed melancholy seized on his mind, and on the morning of tha 9oth
T e G D L
R i

transactions sre very differently related by Capt. Grant, The
minister of the Nizam was released, not by NanaFurnayese, but by FParashram

1795,
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The intercourse with Tippoo, during the administration

cuap, vir. of Sir John Shore, was bounded by the execution of the

* treaty of Seringapatam. When the sons of Tippoo were

1786, restored, the officer who conducted them was empowered

to make oyertures towards a more amicable connection,

provided a favourable disposition appeared on the part of

the Sultan, But the pride of that Prince was too much

wounded fo congort with friendship ; and on this occa-

sion, the tyrant, as the English called him, disdained to

practise hypocrisy, He received the officer with frigid
civility, '

Though Tord Cornwallis, upon taking the reins of the

Company's government, had agreed with the Nabob of

Oude, that the government of his country should be divi-

ded into two parts, of which the oneg, namely the business

of defence, and all transactions with foreign states, shonld

bLelong to the Company, and the other, namely, the inter-

nal administration, including the collection of the revenue,

the coercion of the people, and the distribution of justice,

should, without interference or control, belong to himself;

the English rulers had, nevertheless, observed the extra-

ordinary vices of his government with great solicitude, as

leading necessarily to that desolation of the country, with

which the payment of the Company’s subsidy would soon

be incompatible. On the visit of Lord Cornwallis to Luck-

now, in the first year of his administration, “1 cannot,” he

said, “ express how much I was concerned, during my short

residence ab the capital of the Vizir, and my progress

through his dominions, to be witness of the disordered

Bhgo the minlster of Poonah, with Siudiah’'s concurrence, the payment of whese
troops by a sum of money tn be paid by the Nizam, was the wain inducement
to the lberation of his min| In tie snbseq Intrigues by which Bajes
<ho was made Peishwa, in opposition to Parashram Bhao, the Nizam took part
With Nannl Furnayese, in congequence of which the treaty of Mhar was
B, By this the Nizam engaged to uid Nana Furnavese with a consider-
Abl8 foree, wnd in retury, the Malratta relioquished the territory ceded by the
ty of Kurdla, the bills which had been granted for the money payments
shen eatoried, and. ackiowiedged the leine o e Nl certain districts
me Dotk Al contested pofnis were mutially abandoned, and the Mahratta
horeto be settled, in fature; anmually. The Choath of fhy Subah of
!‘"bﬂlnx Comsldered the private propesty of the Peisliwa, Nang confined
'8 Iromise of recommending that 1t should be VN up when Bujeo
Wia restored o his authority, Mahr, Hist, 3, 142, ote.-\R'.
1 20¢h March, 1794,
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of the country”! The Directors, with an ex- BOOK VI,

traordinary candour, declared, that the vices of the native ciar.¥in

government were not the only cause of this desolation ; -

that for a great part of it the vices of their own adminis-
tration were justly accountable. “Under a system,” they
say, “defective in almost every part of it, and the abuses
which arose out of that system, the present unfortunate
state of the country may, in our opinion, be fairly attri-
buted to a combination of causes. Among these is a claim
which is now very wisely relinquished, of right of pre-
emptions, and of exemptions from duties, in the province
of Oude ; made, and exercised, by contractors employed in
providing the investment ; and which in the opinion of
Lord Cornwallis, has essentially contributed to its ruin.
The immense drain of specie from that country of late
years, amounting, from September, 1783, to February, 1794,
to the enormous sum of two crores and thirty-nine lacs of
rupees, exclusive of what may have been sent down to
Caleutta to answer the bills drawn for the payment of the
troops, and on private account, stands foremost in our
opinion, among the causes that have operated so much to
its prejudice.”® Though the Directors saw but imper-
feotly the mode in which connexion with their govern-
mient had been ruinous to Oude, they had the merit of
tracing in a general way, the relation between cause and
effect.?

In the year 1792, died Hyder Beg Khan, the minister,
As the Nabob was a cipher in the hands of his minister,
and the minister was a mere instrument in the hands of
the Company, this was an event which deeply interested
the Company’s government. The Nabob appoinied a
person of the name of Hossein Reza Khan, who had en-
Joyed the principel share of his confidence even in the
time of the deceased minister, to execute provisionally the
duties of the vacant office. As this person, however, wis

¥ Letter from Lord Cornwallis, dated, * On the Ganges, 16th Nov, 1787 3"
Papers relating to India, printed by the House of Commons in 1506, No 2. p, 4,
1n the sune letter his Lordship says, the Nabob, ' urged, a3 apolagics —that
whilst ie was not certain of the extent of our demands npon him, Le had no
Tealinterest in being economical in his expenees ; and that while we interfered
i‘?u!hp Internal management of his affairs, his own aunthority, and that of his

nisters, wera despised by his own subjéets.” ;
:-?ﬂl.itlﬂl Letter to the Goy.-Gen. 8th April, 1780, printed papers, ut supra,

3 The mystery 15 explained {n o subsequent page.

1745.



t little acquainted with the business of revenue, Raja
v, Tickait Roy, to whom that business was confided under
Hyder Beg, was placed at the head of the financial depart-
1795.  ment. The final election remained till the pleasure of the
Governor-General should be known ; who satisfied of the
inclination of both the men to rely upon the English
government, and not acquainted with any persons who
were bebter qualified, signified his approbation of the
choice of the Nabob; and, on condition of their good
behaviour, gave to the new ministers assurance of his
support. The influence of the new ministers was still
less able than that of their predecessors to limit either
the expenses of the Vizir, or the ruinous exactions upon
the people which those expenses, the English subsidy, and
the extortions of the tax-gatherers imposed; In the
month of January, 1793, Lord Cornwallis, thought it
necessary to write to the Vizir a solemn leiter of ex~
postulation and advice, “On my return,” said he, *from
: the war in the Deccan, I had the mortification to find
y that, after a period of five years, the evils which prevailed
at the beginning of that time had increased; that your
finances had failen into a worse state by an enormous
accumulated debt ; that the same oppressions continue to
be exercised by rapacious and overgrown aumils towards
the ryots ; and that not only the subjects and merchants
of your own dominions, but those residing under the
Company's protection suffered Inany exactions contrary
to the commercial treaty frora the custom-house officers
from Zemindars, Aumils, and others.”

The Governor-General then proceeded to pen

advices,
which, though they were lost 1ipon a sensual and profligate

prince, will not be lost upon the people of England. “As
in a state,” said he, “the evils that are practised, by the
lower class of men, are to be attributed to the example
held out to them by their superiors, and to their con-
nivance, or to their weak government ; soam I obliged to
Tepresent, that all the oppressions and extortions com-
mitted by the Aumils on the peasantry, take their source
in the connivance and irvegularities: of the administration
of Lucknow."

18 meaning, as he himself explains it, is, That an
CXPensive government is, by the very nature of things, an

; ‘)/ HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA.
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bdhd oppressive government; and that expense, BOOK VI.

wlhen it proceeds to a certain piteh, is the cause, not of cmar. vin

misery alone, but of ruin and desolation. Though the
Company’s subsidy,” said he, “is at present paid up with
regularity, yet I cannot risk my reputation, nor neglect
my duty, by remaining a silent spectator of evils which
will, in the end, and perhaps that end is not very remote,
render abortive even your Excellency’s earnest desire that
the subsidy should be punctually paid. Thus, I recom-
mend economy in your own household disbursements, as
the first measure, whence all other corrections are to take
place.—I do not neglect the dignity of your station: nor

am T actuated by views for the Company’s subsidy only.

Your dignity does not flow from a splendid retinue; and
unnecessary establishment of household servants, ele-
phants, sumptuous ceremonies, and other circumstances of
similar nature: But from a just and wise administration
of your government and finances."!

Just before the departure of Lord Cornwallis the new
ministers repaired to Caleutta; in order more fully to
explain the deplorable state in which the government and
Population of the country were placed, and to pray for
counsel and support in conducting the affairs of a prodigal
govermment, and an impoverished people. The Governor-
General, before leaving India, addressed to the Vizir an-
ofher letter, of great length, from Madras. In this he
Tepeats, that the effects of an expensive government are
two, First, the oppression and misery of the people ; and
secondly, the fall of the government itself. “It is well
known,” says he; “not only throughout Hindustan, but
Yo all Burope, that the revenues of your Excellency’s do-
minions are diminished beyond all conjecture.—Does not
this consideration alarm your Excellency !—Can any thing
but ruin result from such circumstances 7 Are not these
facts a decisive proof of tyranny, extortion, and mis-
Tnanagement, in the Aumils ! And, what must be the
situation of the ryots who are placed under such people?—
Bub your Hxeollency knows, that the prayers of the op-
bressed are attended to by the Almighty; and often
call down his vengeance upon their oppressors.—History

! Letter from Lord Cornwallls to the Vizlr, dated 20th Jan, 1708 ; printed
Papers ut supra, p. 11—13, ' "
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d/confivms  the observation, by exhibiting innume;

1i. examiples of monarchies overturned, and families effaced
from the earth, by a violation of justice in the sovereign,
179.  or neglect in him to enforce its laws.”

He continues; “The evils flowing from this source
would have been less felt, if; in proportion as the revenues
declined, a diminution of expenses had taken place. Butb
profusion, in fact, was the cause of the first evil ; and the
continuance of it increased its magnitude.”

He adds, “All the world concurs in' encomiums upon
the dignity and splendour which adorned the court of
your illustrious father; but his splendour did not arise
from the gaudiness of equipage, from frivolous dissipation,
or from profuse expenditure. He well knew, that the best
ornament of sovereignty is justice: thut due economy is
the sourcé of order and dignity: that the true splendour
of a court is derived from equity and wisdoni.”

“If,” says he, “the information which I have received
of the state of the country be true, the disorders exceed
all bounds, and all description. The consequence is, thab
the revenues are collected, without system, hy force of
arms ; thab the Aumils (revenue agents) ave left to plunder
uncontrouled ; and the ryots have no security from op-
pression, nor means of redress for injustice exercised
upon them,”t

In May, 1794, Sir John Shore, in his letter to the
Resident at Lucknow, said ; Tt has long been my anxious
wish, no less than that of my predecessor, the Mar-
quis Cornwallis, to prevaill upon the Nabob Vizir to
arrange the internal administration of his country, and
establish it upon principles caloulated. to promote the
happiness of his subjects and the permanency of his own
authority. I cannot, therefore, gbserve, without regrets
that his excellency does not appear to have adopted any
measures for this purpose, in consequence of the letter
adidressed to him by Marquis Cornwallis from Madras, and
which I delivered to his ministers in Calcutta, with the
05t serious recommendation to them to nse their utmos
Bgmrf.iona in giving effect to the advice and recommends”
t’“"&“ of his Lordskip.”

¥yaoollah Khan, the Rohilla chief, to whom the district

! Printed papers, ut suprs, p, 16, 17, 19, 2 Thia, p. 14,




RATION IN THE AFFAIRS OF OUDE. L

4 re had been preserved, et the time when the BOOK VL
rest of his nation were exterminated from the country to ciar. viL
which they had given their name, died, at an advanced ——
age, in 1794, leaving the country over which he had ruled, %%
in a high state of cultivation and prosperity. The succes-
sion went to Mohammed Ali, his eldest son, who was duly
confirmed by the Vizir, and acknowledged by the principal
Rohilla chiefs. His younger brother Gholaum Mohammed,
an ambitious man, contrived in a little time to get him
into his power; when he put him to death; and sent a
large present to the Vizir, with a promise of augmented
tribute, if he were confirmed in the government of Ram-
pore. Though the murdered prinee left a son, in a state
of nonage, the Vizir was by no means disinclined to the
proposition of Gholaum Mohammed.! It was, however,
a proceeding of too much importance to be concluded with-
out the permission of the British government ; and that
was refused. The British troops, under Sir Robert Aber-
eromby, joined by such forces as the Vizir could afford,
were ordered to march against the usurper, and treat him
as a vebel. Tt was the purpese of the Governor-General,
to wrest the country entirely from the family of Fyzooliah
Khan, notwithstanding the rights of the son of Moham-
med Ali, guaranteed by the British government;* and
notwithstanding the rights of the people of the Country
happy under the frugal government of the Rohilla chief,
menaced with misery and ruin under the exactions of the
Vizir, to which, with a full knowledge of the circum-
stances, the British ruler was about to condemn them.
The rapidity of Sir Robert Abercromby anticipated the
arrival of the instructions which were forwarded to this
effect. A battle was fought at Bitowrah, in which, after
making a partial impression upon the British lins, the
Rohillas were defeated. Negotiation followed, and an

1 It may be doubted if there is sufficient anthority for this insinuation. Ac-
cording to Mustajub Kban, Mohammed All was not put to deaih until after the
Vizte's interferance in his favour. “ A letter having been recoived from tha

wil Vizir, requiring Gholam Mohammed to send his brother to Lucknow
Without delay, and threatening vengeance if the order were not obeyed, the
Conspirators decided on putting Mobmmmed Al to death, and aceordingly
Ahmed Ehan shot him while he slept.” It was then assorted that he had de.
iroyed himself, but the story was not credited, snd Asoph ud Dowlah, with
his forces, attonded by Mr. Cherry, immediately marched from Lucknoyw,
Life of Hafus Retimet gh:m. 134.—W.

Bir John Malcolm, Sketch of the Political History of India, p. 185,
TOL, VI D
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_drrangement was made. The treasures of the late prince,
- Fyzoollah Khan, were given up to the Vizir. And a
Jaghire of ten lacs of revenue, under the express guarantee
of the English government, was granted to Ahmed Alj,
the son of Mohammed Ali.

The retrograde movement was uninterrupted in the
Nabob's affairs. “The exigences of his government,” as
we are informed by the Directors, “were supplied by
loans, on terms increasing in proportion to the sums
demanded, and the digcharge of one debt was effected,
not from the revenue, but by contracting another of an
increasing interest.” The ministers Hussein Reza Khan,
and Raja Tickait Roy, had become odious to him, by
opposing obstructions to his will : and he aceused them of
the embarrassments which had grown upon him during
their admipistration. His desire was to make Raja Jeeo
Lioll his minister;; who had been one of his intimates for
several years, and professed absolute subserviency. The
aversion of the English government to this minion was
not unknown. The Nabob therefore was advised to
assurne the appearance of acting as his own minister ;
while the business and power, in reality, passed into the
hands of Jeeo Loll.

The English troops, employed in the country of the
Vizir, were always on the increase. Instead of the single
brigade, which Hastings had pronounced sufficient, eyen
the two brigades, for which Lord Cornwallis had made
provision, in the subsidy of fifty lacs, were now exceeded.
In their dispatch of the 22nd of April, 1796, the Directors
commanded the two regiments of native cavalry, serving
under the Presidency of Bengal, to be augmented to four ;
and, “in order to relieve the Company from a consider-
able part of the expense, they directed that every possible
effort should be made to induce the Vizir to dishand his
own useless cavalry, and to apply a part of the sums
expended in their support fo defraying s part of the
charges which the Company incurred by the proposed
angmentation,”? With this proposition, the Viur, at
firat, would by no means comply, And in March, 1797,
1 Colestion of Treatios and Engngements with the Native Princesand Stutes

of Asla, &, printed for the East India Company in 1812, p. 150—161,
9 Printed Papers, ut supra, p, 28,
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inducing the Vizir to establish a reform in his administra-
tion, and to pay part of the new cavalry establishment,
which he had already peremptorily refused, The influ-
ence of the British ruler was not entirely without success;
an agreement was obfained from the wretched Vizir to
add to his former subsidy the expense of one European
and one native regiment of English cavalry, provided the
annual amount should not exceed five and a half lacs of
rupees; and Tuffuzel Hussein Khan, a man in whose
probity and talents the Governor-General placed great
reliance, was appointed minister.

Ouly a few months elapsed, when, after o short illness,
the Vizir expired. The eldest of his brothers was Saadub
Ali, who, in fear of infrigues, had been compelled to reside
on a pension at Benares, To the succession of Mirza Ali
the eidest son of Asoph ud Dowla, Saadut Ali offered ob-
Jections, asserting that neither he, mor any other of the
reputed children of the late Vizir, was really his offspring;
and he urged his own pretensions to the vacant throne.
The arbiter in this great dispute was the Governor-Gene-
ral. The acknowledgement of the late Vizir who had
treated Mirza Ali as his son and successor; the undoubted
principle of the Moslem law, which renders that acknow-
ledgment & valid title ; the acquiescence of the Begums,
the wife and mother of Asoph ud Dowla ; the concurrence
of the capital ; and the danger of admitting reports on
the filiation of princes to decide the question of their sue-
cession, swayed the mind of the Governor-General ; and
Mirza Ali, commonly known by the name of Vizir Al
was placed on the musnud, and recognized by the English
government as Nabob of Oude.

The young sovereign had not long enjoyed his power
and dignity, when complaints were received by the Go-
vernor-Gieneral, both respecting his title, and respecting
his conduct. The situation of affairs appeared to require
the pregence of the English ruler; and he began his jour-
ney to Lucknow. = Upon his arrival, he found a scene of
intrigue of extraordinary activity, snd extraordinary com-
plication, The elder Begum, having interfered with the

1 Printed Papers, ut supra, pi 28,

é@ 7/ DEATH OF THE VIZIR,
Tovbrnor-General paid a visit to Lucknow, for the BOOK VI

> Evowed objects,” as he himself expressed it, “of cHAR.vI
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duct of the Nabob, had been urged fo return

p._};n ad ; and animosity succeeded to friendship, Almas Ali

Khan, who had been an object of distrust to the British
government for many years, and forced to keep aloof from
public affairs, had so successfully employed his leisure, in
carrying on the business of renter, that a great proportion
of the country was now placed in his hands: and he was
the most powerful individual in the state. Upon her
quarrel with the Nabob, the Begum had resigned herself
to the councils of this man ; who advised an apparent
reconciliation with the Nabob. “On my arrival at Luck-
now,” says the Governor-General, “the confederacy be-
tween the Nabob and Begum appeared indissoluble, and it
was the opinion of the minister that they could not be
disunited. The principal adviser of the Begum was Almas,
either directly, or through (her principal eunuch) Jewshur
Ali Khan," And Hossein Reza Khan, and Tioknit Raoy,
ranged under their banners.  With the Nabob, his father-
in-lasw, Sherf Ali Khan, was supposed to have the most
influence, The ahjeot of all parties was to oppose the
English influence

Presently the views of the actors hegan to disclose
themselves. And a malady which attacked the Nabob,
thae ticasles, or small-pox, shortly after the arrival of the
Governor-General, afforded a favourable opportunity for
intrigue.~*1 confess,” says the Governor—Gancml, ®with-
aut reserve, that I never was involved in a scene of more
perplexity and profligacy.”

“On the 20th of December” (I still use the language
of the Governor-General's report,) « Almas, who had most
sedulously studiedfappearances, waited on the minister,
and ontered into conferences with him which lasted several
days, He began with strong complsints of the conduet
of Viziv Ali, whom he designated by a most opprobrious
term. He spoke of him as spurious and profligate ; as a
man who would ruin the country by his vices and pro-
fusion. He mentioned the earnest wish of the Begum
and himgelf, that he should be deposed, and some one of
the sons of Suja ud Dowla, be placed on the musnud, ex-
cluding all the sons of Asoph ud Dowls, as spurious” The
e representations were sucoessively repeated to the
Govamor-Genem], and to the Glovernor-General in com-
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the Commander-in-Chief. Mirza Jungly, a BOOK V1.
v of the late Nabob, younger than Saadut Ali, was cmar: v
the person whom the Begum and Almas combined in re- =
commending. And “a large pecuniary sacrifice,” says the 1497
Governor-General, “was promised, as a compensation for

my acquiescence,”— Almas” he continues, “acts in the

name of the Begum ; and while he pretends to disavow,

on her part, all wish to interfore in the administration,

his propositions to me were directly calculated to place it

in her power.”

CGreat industry and skill had been employed in prepos-
sessing the mind of the Governor-General wiilh the most
unfavourable opinion of the young Nabob, as & man be-
tween whose character and the interests of the English
an irreconcileable contrariety was placed. He was repre-

sented as extremely profuse in his expenditure, and
therefore, likely to absorb the funds from which annual

payments to the English might proceed ; as of a violent,
ungovernible will, and therefore unlikely to be obedient
to the English ; and finally, as altogether averse to the
English, and likely to use his utmost endeavours to free
himself from their yoke,

The belief of these representations, communicated® to
the Governor-General, appears to have decided the ques-
tion. It prepared his mind for annexing weight to any
evidence which might be preferred of the spuriousness of
the man whom he wished not to reign. Tt was no objee
tion to the legitimacy of the Nabob, that he was not the
son of the Begum, who had no child ; that he was the son
of a femule, menially employed in the zenana He was
acknowledged by Asoph ud Dowla as his son, and, accord-
ing to the laws of the Moslems, that was enough. Tshseen
Ali Khan, howaver, a confidential eunuch of the lute Viair,
told the following story : that the mother of Vizr Ali had
@ husband of her own rank ; was never confined to the
zenana, but quitted it daily, as is customary with menialg
of the same description, and went to her husband's house
that Vizir Ali was nob the son of the Nabob, but pur-
chased of his mother for 500 rupees after his birth;
that it was customary for the Nabob, having no progeny,
to purchase women who were pregnant, and bring up
their children as his own ; and that this was the origin of
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vLpll the children who were now regarded as the offspring o
‘Vir:_ Asoph ud Dowla.!

In this statement, the only point of real importance
was, whether Asoph ud Dowla was, or thought that he was,
the father of the child produced by the mother of Vizir
Ali. Tehseen Ali Khan said, that he was not, and did not-
know of her pregnancy till after the birth of the child.
And upon this story, told privately to the Governor-
General by Tehseen, who complained of having been
treated with injustice by the Nabob, and who might have
been suborned by his enermies ; told without confrontation
with the public, without confrontation with the Nabob,
without cross examination, without counter evidence,
without hearing anything the party affected might have
to adduce in his behalf, without pushing the inquiry by
examinationjof other persons to whom the secrets of the
zenana might be known, and corroborated only by what
he was told was the public opinion, did the Governor-
General declare, that a man whom he had acknowledged
a8 Nabob of Ouds, and who succeeded to the throne with
the apparent concurrence of all ranks, except the single
voice of Saadut Ali, was not the son of the late Vizir, and
onght to be displaced from the throne.

It is impossible to read the account! of this transaction,
drawn up by the Governor-General, aud not to be im-
pressed with a conviction of his sincerity, and his desire
to do justice. Bub it is easy also to perceive how much
his understanding was bewildered ; and impossible not to
confess that he decided against the unfortunate Nabob the
great question of a kingdom, upon evidence upon which a
court, of English law would not have decided against him
a question of a few pounds.”?

1 Minute of Sir John Shore, detailing the measures which led o the deposi-
tion of Vizir* All, &c., printed papers, ut supra, No. Lop. 1. |

4 The tale of Tehseen, said the Governor-General, eoncorded with pubilc
oplnion.  But what knew the Governor-General about the public opinion of

da, except what e was told?  And what was he told, except by o few indi-
vidusls who surrounded hini ; and who concurred, for thelr own purposes, in
Wishing Vizir Al to Lo dopused? The utmost that can be said for the tale of

18, that it is not in itself fucredible, or, perlnps, improbable, But
that wis not the question, The only question was, whether there was or was
H0L 6¥idence to estabiish the alegations. Undoubtedly his private conversa-
H16a with the Governor-General, aided by what s fow individuals fold the Go-
vernor-General about public opinion — was not evidence sufficient to vest
allezitions with the eharacter of facts —M,

The corvoborative evidente was not what the Governor-General yas told by



AADUT ALI PROCLAIMED. L ,

W hen<the resolution of deposing Viziv Ali was taken, BOOK VI
Dice of a successor was easily made. Saadut Ali cmap.viL
was the eldest surviving son of Suja-ad-dowla ; and would
not, as Mirza Jungly, become a tool in the hands of the 1797
| Begum and Almas.” When the treaty proposed by the
Governor-General was communicated to Saadut Ali, it was
- nob the time to dispute about terms, He gave his consent
to every particular. He then proceeded to Cawnpore ;
from which he was escorted by a large body of European
troops to Lucknow. The military force of the country
was almost wholly English. The Nahob was, therefore,
completely helpless; and Saadut Ali was proclaimed,
without opposition, on the 21st of January, 1798,
The terms, to which he had at first assented, were some-
what modified after he came to the throne. It was finally
established, that the annual subsidy should be raised to
seventy-six lacs of rupees, and that the fort of Allahabad
should be made over to the English. Tt was also arranged
that the regular amount of the English forces stationed
in Oude should be 10,000 men, including all deseriptions ;
that, if at any time the amount should exceed 13,000
men, the expense of all the troops above that number
should be defrayed by the Nabob ; if it should fall below
8000 a proportional reduction should be made, The Nabob
further agreed, to pay twelve lacs of rupees to the Eng-
lish, a5 compensation money, for the expense of placing
him on the musnud ; and not, without their consent, to
hold coramunication with any foreign state, to employ no
Europeans in his service, or to permit any to settle in his
dominions. Finally he agreed to allow a lac and a half of
rupees as an annual pension to the deposed Vizir Ali, who
was removed’ to Benares; and to afford a suitable main-
tenance to the rest of the reputed children of his brother
the deceased Nabob.” t
The transaction had one attractive feature ; that of gain

disinterested persons to be the public opinion only, Tt it was their own belief
and couvietion. Varions individuals were consulted, of whom many were fm-
partial witnesses, and they conenrred in the opinion of the pulille, the secwracy
of which is never questioned in India, There is no doubl that Vizir Al wag
ot the son of Asoph-zd-dowla,and his maintenance on the throne wonld have
boen the perpetaation of an sct of great injustice to Sadat All,  See Minuta of
Governor General, printed in the 15t Vol. of the Asiatic Rogister.—W,

11 :}’?rlnted Papers, ut supra, p. 19--29.—Collection of Treaties, ut suprs,
p- 177,
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raﬁ/to the Company : and it received the most cordial appro-

cuar. vin. bation of the powers, ministerial and directorial, at home.
The political letter to Bengal, dated 15th May, 1799, after

1798,

a full commentary upon the proceedings, thus declares :
“Having taken this general view of the subject, with a
minute attention, however, to all the papers and proceed-
ings, we are, upon the whole, decidedly of opinion, that
the late Governor-General, Lord Teignmouth, in a mosb
arduous situation, and under circumstances of such deli-
cacy and embarrassment, conducted himself with great
temper, impartiality, ability, and firmness ; and that he
finished a long course of faithful services by planning and
carrying into execution an arrangement, which not only
redounds highly to his own honour, but which will also
operate to the reciprocal advantage of the Company, and
the Nabob Vizir,”!

On the 1st of August, 1792, Sir Charles Qakely suc-
ceeded General Medows, as Governor of Fort St. George,
and President of the Council at Madras. Sir Charles
remained in the government till the 7th of September,
1794, when Lord Hobart was placed at the head of the
Carnatic Presidency. On the 13th of October, 1795,
died, at the age of seventy-eight, the Nabob Mohammed
Ali, Wala Jah ; and was succeeded by Omdut ul Omrah,
his eldest son. From the date of the treaty, framed by
I.ord Cornwallis in 1792, the payments of the Nabob,
being in the years of peace, had, through the agency of
the money-lenders, been regular.  But the country, made
over to ‘the_crue‘l exactions of this deseriplion of metl,
hed rapidly declined. The continued operation of the
same causes threatensd to extinguish the resources of the
government ; and, though no attempt had heen made to
ameliorate the state of affairs during the life of Moham-
med Ali, the succession of Omdut ul Omrah appeared to
Lord Hobart to present a favourable opportunity for in-
troducing those reforms of which the necessity had become
50 urgent,

On the 24th of the same month in which the Nabob
died, the President deemed it expedient to place on record,
!’3’ a M!:]ute in Council, a deseription of the ruinous course
Into which affairs had proceeded, under the artangement

1 Printed Papers, ut suprs, p. 31,
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principally among the BEuropean gentlemen of the Presi-
dency, to make to the Durbar for mortgages upon the
different, provinces of the Carnatic”’ Some of the prin-
cipal houses of business at Madras, said the Governor,

- Or even some of the Company’s servants, enter into an

|

agreement with the Nabob for the payment of the sums
Which may have become due to the Company’s treasury.
They receive a mortgage upon a portion of the territory
To render this availing, they stipulate for the appoint-
Inent of the manager of the territory. It is also requisite

| to establish an understanding with the military com-

1

manding officer of the disérict. And, then, the chain of

- Power is complete. Then, the unhappy ryots are delivered
over to the uncontrolled operations of men who have an
interest in nothing but exacting the greatest sums in the
shortest time, of men, “hardened by practice, and with
consciences lulled to rest by the delusive opiate of interest
upon interest.”!

It is not in the way of direct exaction alone, that the
mischief was accomplished. “ Another endeavour,” says
the President, “of those engaged in a concern of this na-
ture is to enhance the price of grain by artificial means,
1&"8‘5 the ordinary price of that article, the sole sub-
sistence of the natives, should fail to answer the large
advance of money, and the exorbitant advantage expected
upon it, by the soukars’’ or subordinate money-lenders,
to whose ruinous assistance the ryots were compelled to
have recourse. “The means of effecting this purpose”
continues the magistrate, “is easy; for the necessitous
condition of the ryots compels them to dispose of their
grain as soon as it comes into their possession, in order
to satisfy the wrgent demands upon them which I have
already describied : the purchasers of this grain monopo-
lize it, until the demand advances the prics. If, towards
the expiration of tlie season, any part of the grain should
Yet remain on hand, the expedient is, to divide the whole
Quantity, in whatever condition it may be, among the
inhabitants: and the people are compelled (in general

! Papers velating to the Affnirs of the Carnatic, No. 2; printed by order of
the House of Commons, in 1803.

-« Xhe source of the evil was laid in “the usurious BOOK VI
ch,” says he, “it has long been the practice, wAP.viL
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the manufacturers) to take it at a valuation considerably
above the market price.”

Such was the general course of oppression. The modes
were infinite. “Thesubject,” says the indignant Governor,
“is exhaustless”!

“ After this exposition, no comment,” he cries, ¢ can be
required, to show thst this species of government, if it
deserves the name of government, contains the most
grievous oppression of the people, the certain impoverish-
ment of the country, and, consequently, the inevitable
decay of revenue.”

A fact is here very forcibly urged upon our attention,
of which it is important to find the true explanation.
Under their dependence upon the English government,
it has been seen, that the people of Oude and the Carnatic
two of the noblest portions of India, were, by misgovern-
ment, plunged into a state of wretchedness, with which
1o other part of India, hardly any part of the earth, had
anything to compare, In what manner did the depend-
ence of the native states upon the English tend to produce
those horrid effects? The difficulty of the answer is not
very great. The oppressions of the native governments
were limited by their weakness. When they received the
use of English strength, their oppressions were limited
by nothing, but the physical powers of the people to
exist under oppression. So ill has the science of govern-
ment been hitherto understood, that under all the govern-
ments which ever yet existed, except perhaps one or two,
there is no regular and effective restraint upon bad
government, except from the dread of the insurrection
and rebellion of the people. In the governments of Asia,
this produces no inconsiderable effects ; as the frequent
revolutions and changes of dynasty abundantly demon-

18] should hesitate,”he s4y8,* to advance, i Twas not supported by the suthors
ity of public record, that during a late scarcity of grain in the santhern d:rurmcn&
anuger had the hardiness to write & publi¢ complaint to the Company’s
Mllector, wrainst the Polyears, for selling grain to the inhabitants — Nor was
the evil femoved, withoot the interposition of this government, who by send-
esscls loaded with grain, induced the monopolizers, from régard fo thelt
2N Witerests. 1o restore their usual supplies to the market.” 1e adds, * As
nogu?i“n! Of eultivation decrense, the price of grain is enhanced ;—gnd it is 8
Feom a“"o bt inliuman maxim of eastern finances, [ Query, how mueh i¢ differa
ducﬁve'lrmda" of an English rorn law]—thnt & time of scarcity is more pro-
; the Sickar than a time of plenty, owing to the price at which the

el quantivy fs sold.” FPapers, ul supra,
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fhen misery had produced disaffection, and BO
ctiori had increased to a certain height, there was cuAP. VIk
genlemlly some popular leader who offered himself to the ————
nation as an instrument of revenge, and cast the unworthy 1796.
Posisessor from his throne. The progress, in general, was
rapid and easy. When oppression produced a decline of
(revenue, the evident, instability of the government deterred
lenders ; money became wanting to pay the troops; the
troops first clamoured and then mutinied ; the voice of
\the nation joined that of the army; a revolution took
|place ; and commonly, for two or three generations, the
new family governed comparatively well. Among the
,I small sovereignties of India, misgovernment produced
| weakness, and weakuess invited conquest. The misgo-
| vernment, for example, of the Carnatic and Oude, would
| infallibly have produced the conquest, of the one by
| Tippoo, and of tbe other by the Mahrattas: and as a
- prince was commonly strong, only because he governed
 well, to be conquered was among the happiest results
- which the people knew. Till, indeed, governments attain
 that high pitch of excellence, at which they really per-
form, in the best manner, and at the cheapest rate, the
- services of government to the people, all changes arve, in
~general, for the good of the people. It is the stability
of governments, which, before this state of excellence,
uman nature has to dread. Now, it is evident that when
- the uncontrollable force of a British army is lent to.an
Indian prince, his subjects are immediately placed without
the pale of hope. The Prince is completely set above
the only fears, which, in his situation, could operate as
a restraint upon his disposition to oppress; that of in-
surrection, and that of being conquered. The source of
almost all oppression, in Asiatic and European govern-
ments alike, is the rage of extorting more and more of
their eprnings from the people. This passion, instead of
being abated by the connexion with the English, is pro-
digiously inflamed : when the tributary prince is carried
to all the excesses of taxation, not only by his own ra-
pacity, but the necessity of supplying the enormous de-
mands of his Buropean masters ; and when his soldiers,
3s well as people, are kept in abject and hopeless subjection
by the terroy of European arms.
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The progress of this oppression produced in the English _
1. any determinate resolution of reform, only when the visi-
ble desolation of the country presented the prospect of
a rapidly approaching moment, at which the English
subsidy could no longer be found. We have seen what
anticipations of this disastrous period the English rulers
had already expressed with regard to Oude. The danger
was still more imminent in the case of the Carnatic. ‘«1
cannot,” says Lord Hobart, “but look with extreme anxiety
to the nature of the security, provided by the treaty of
1792, for those resources on which the British interests
on the coast of Coromandel materially depend. I cannof
but see that the present system of collecting the reve-
nues of the Carnatic manifestly invalidates that security :
and that, whenever a failure may happen in the payment
of his Highness's kists, we shall in vain have recourse to
it for the recovery of the defalcation.” " |

A palliative, if not a remedy, suggested itself, in the
prohibition of loans to the Nabob by Europeans; because,
“though the dealings of Soukars (native money-lenders)
in the collection of revenue, were not of recent establish-
ment, yet the terms of loans had never been carried to
50 usurious an extent as since the practice had been in-
troduced among Europeans,”

This, however, the Governor declared to bs ineffectual
“The prohibitory orders hitherto published, have,” he
says, “all failed of their object. Because the evasion of
them iy easy to Europeans, thirough the agency of their
native servant ; and because the enormous profits which
arise from those usurious loans, hold out an irresistible
temptation to adventurers. To prohibit the intercourse
of Furopeans at the Durbar is ineffectual, Other chan-
nels of communication are open ; and the superintendent
of s usurious loan at Palamcotah conveys his demands
to the ears of the Nabob with no less certainty than he
who lives in the precincts of Chepauk, As long, there-
fore, as his Highness shall be so regardless of his true
interests, as to deliver up his provinces, and his people, t0
Public depredation, so long will there be found men, who,.
W the pursuit of extravagant advantages, will overleap
the boundy of diseretion and moral obligation”
these circumstances, what is to be done 1 So des-

1793,




nt, “requires a remedy BOOK VI.

8 €ach its source. And I have no hesitation in CHAP. VIL

stating my opinion, that there is no mode of eradicating
' the disease, but by removing the original cause; and
' Placing those districts, which are pledged for the seourity

of his kists, beyond the reach of his Highness's manage-
- ment;” in other words, assuming the collection of the
.~ revenue, and the whole of the internal government. And

even this was a partial remedy ; for though it might alle-

Viate the distress of those patticular districts, it left the

Temainder of the country to all the deplorable conse-
- quences of the misgovernment of the Nabob,

The Governor describes, in a style instructive for other
Occasions, the tissue of interests by which radical reform
Was opposed. “The disposition:” says he, “which his
Highness has already evinced to opposo such an arrange-
ment, leaves me no doubt of the real cause. It is not
Possible to calculate the extent and variety of interests
which are involved in this one pursuit. And, though
they are subdivided in every direction of the Carnatie,
yet at the call of danger they all rally round a common
centre. The great houses of business, who are the prin-
cipal money-lenders at the Durbar, borrow from indi
viduals, who, though not absolutely engaged in the loan
itself, are partakers of the speculation in a remote degree,
and feel, with no less sensibility than their principals, the
approach of danger. Simalarity of interest makes a common
eavse 5 and the great body of interest which is condensed
upon this principle, is uniformly exerted to support his
Highness in an inflexible resistance against a melioration
of system, and to oppose a reformation which I consider
essential to the national welfare’: This representation
is the more worthy of regard, as it is applicable, mutatis
Tutandis, to every government under the sun, in which
there is need of reform,

On the day following the date of the Minute from which
these particulars have been taken, the Governor of Fort
Bt. George addressed a letter to the Governor-General jn
Couneil, in which he represents, that, in conse(uence of
Several communications which he had with My, Dun
t0d with Lord Cornwallis, before leaving England, respeat-

! See thie Minate of Lord Hobart, printed papers, ut supra, p, 99104,
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.ing the necessity of a change in that state of things

which was established by the treaty of 1792, he had
opened a negotiation for that purpose with Omdut ul ‘
Orarah ; and that he had not communicated his intention
to the Supreme Government, or waited for its concurrence,
on account of the intrigues of those who, from personal
interest, endeavoured to prevent the accomplishment, of
his object,

The first of the points which the Governor endeayoured
to gain, was the transfer of the collections, including all
the powers of internal government, in the districts pledged
for the subsidy. The benefits would be; to the Nabob,
the saving of the exorbitant interest which the usurers
received ; to the people, deliverance from extortion ; to
the Company, security against the desolation of the coun=
try. The second point regarded the Southern Polygars.
The right of collecting the tribute from the country of
the Polygars had been yielded to the Company by the
treaty of 1792, but the nominal right of sovereignty
reserved to the Nabob. This proved a source of obstrue-
fion to the right ordering of the country ; and the Gover-
nor was desirous of seeing it resigned. In the third
place, he endeavoured to obfain the cession of the forts
in the Carnatic, which, according to an expression in the
treaty of Cornwallis, were to be garrisoned by the troops
of the Company. ?

To obtain the consent of the Nabob, Lord Hobart
offered to relinquish certain claims, to the amount of
thirty lacs of pagodas, or more, The influence of those
who had opposite interests prevailed. “If has been with
the deepest regret,” said the Governor, that I have found
the Nabob unmoved by my entreaties and remonstrances
upon this subject : not that he has heen insensible to the
justice and expediency of what I have proposed ; but, as he
has candidly confessed at several interviews with mie, that
he has not the resolution o cowmply ; informing me that
his vative ministers and European adyisers, so perplexed,
Plagued, and intimidated him, that he could not venture
Upon the measure, notwithstanding his conviction that he
ought to do 0.1

1
& President's Minute in Conneil, 24th November, 1705, Printed Papers, ut
Pi% b 104, Lord Hobart feit what reformers are sure to experience,
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tembers of the Supreme Government carried their BO
ectations even further than the President of the CHAP. VL
Council of Madras ; for no sooner was the decease of the ——
preceding Nabob known, than they sent to that Governor 1799
their instructions, dated the 28th of October, 1795, to
endeavour to obtain the consent of Omdut ul Omrah to

the cession of all his territories,

Upon the failure of his endeayours to obtain the con-
clrrence of the Nabob, Lord Hobart intimated his inten-
tion, to assume the district of Tinivelly, for the liquidation
of the debt termed the cavalry loan ; and to insist upon
Dossession of the Carnatic forts. To this the Supreme
Government objected, as an indirect mode of compelling
the Nabob, They argued, that the treaty, in which that
Joan was not mentioned, gave no right to any assumption
of territory for its liquidation ; and, although the treaty
did say absolutely, and without any specification either of
time or circumstances, that “all the forts in the Carnatic
were to be garrisoned with the troops of the Company ;”
25 some case bad not occurred which was specified in one
of the negotiating letters of Lord Cornwallis, the Supreme
CGovernment contended that even this measure it was not
lawful to enforce.

Lord Hobart was of opinion, that the Nabob;had him-
self infringed the treaty, and thereby liberated the Com-
bany from its engagements, by granting assignments,
which the treaty prohibited, upon the districts mortgaged
for security of his annual payments: that self-preserva-
tion, threatened by the rapid desolation of the country,
and the loss of resources which it implied, justified the
Company in such interference as the necessity of the case
required : and, above all, that the people of the Carnatic,
to whom, beside the claims of humanity, it would be

Wh the i pposed to reform continne to exist: '“Jam sware,"”
Baid he, * of the numerons enemics who will start up against mo, for the part
have taken. But I have a shicld in the conscionsness of an honest execntion
my duty, which blunts their arrows, and which will ultimately render al}
heir efforts mpotent and unevailable.—1 haye forborne to bring forward the
Names of individuals, not because I am not able to do so, it because the sub.
i aboye porsonal considerations.—1Let those who have nnassed wealth, by
Such means, enjoy it as well as they can, Let it be my pride to lave paid this
{iibute to suffering hnmanity, by deterring others fram the commission of sima
eroriities.” Thid. The enemies of reform in Indis, and the enemies of
form in England, are of one and the same casle,
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infamous to suppose, that the Company had not, by
- sharing the fruits of their labour, contracted sacred obli-
gations, ought not to be sacrificed in millions, to any
obligations, to any one man, which it was possible to
contract.

On this subject, the Supreme Government declared
“that their principles were fairly at issue with those of
the Governor of Fort St George,” and appealed to the
au_thonties at home. That jealousy, which was so apt to
arise hetween the heads of the two Presidencies, especially
when the head of the Supreme was inferior in rank to the
haa:d of the subordinate government, appears on this oc-
casion to have imbittered the opposition of the Governor-
General. Tn the address from the Supreme Government
to the Court of Directors,” commenting upon the argu-
ments of the Governor of Fort St. George, it is said ; “On
the language of declamation or intemperance we shall
never animedvert, unless it becomes necessary to the
support of the authority of the Supreme Government ;
leaving it, on this, as on former oceasions, to the observa-
tion and notice of your Honourable Court.” On this ex-
Pression Lord Hobart remnarked ; “If T am not to defend
my conduct, when attacked—attacked in terms, not indeed
of intemperance and declamation, but of cool, deliberate
censure and severity, impeaching my character, as a public
servant, in a manner not possible to be misunderstood, I
am placed in a situation wholly incompatible with a due
regard to my own reputation.”’

As for the principles stated by the Supreme Govern-
ment as in opposition to his, he remarked that they
could only be useful, in as far as they afforded “rules
sufficiently definite to refer to, when exigencies called for
#pecific measures of government ; but that principles,
professedly admitting of deviation, fluctusting with cir-
Cumstances, neither alladed to, nor enumerated, but to be
tatimated, as they arise, by the existing government—the
Propriety, or impropriety of that estimation to depend,
1ot upon precedent, analogy, or any written law, but upen

¢ subsequent opinion of the world—can never be pro-
g of those beneficial effects, avowedly sought for by

& Bupreme Bogyd” 1 In this instance, the Governor of

! Lutter from ¥
supT, B, 81—z, Lord Hobart to the Court of Directors; printed papars, ut




| JU |DUTCH SETTLEMENTS TAKEN.
\’%:ﬂtﬁrge saw clearly, and justly exposed, the futility
ity loose and indefinite expressions of obligation,

which are so fondly and frequently made use of by the
h&lf-l_nfol'med persons at the heads of governments; ex-
pressions which are so effectual in misleading their under-
standings ; but, at the same time, so fortunately adapted
to enlarge the sphere of their arbitrary power.

. Though, by the compound opposition of the Supreme
Government, and of the powerful class of individuals
Wwhose profit depended upon the misgovernment of the
country, no reform could be introduced, the war, which
the progress of the French revolution brought on with
the Dutch, provided for the Governor a sort of triumph,
to which the enemies of reform, that is, of mankind, have
seldom any objection. In 1795, an armament was fitted
out at Madras, which, aided by a squadron of his Majesty’s
fleet under Admiral Ranier, completely reduced the set-
tlements of the Dutch, on Ceylon, Malacca, Banda, and
Amboyna, without any incident of sufficient importance
to require a particular description. Their possessions on
the Peninsula were likewise subdued ; Cochin, after a
great resistance. And their grand settlement at the Cape
of Good Hope fell into the hands of the English, the same
Year, In 1797, preparation was made for expeditions
against Mauritius, and the Spanish sgettlement of Manilla.
The first division of the amament against Manilla had
actually sailed to Penang, the port of rendezvous ; when
the accounts received of the treaty of Campo Formio,
and the suspicions excited of Tippoo and the Mahrattas,
fl‘ightenud the government, after incurring the expense,
nto a renunciation of both enterprises,

In the beginning of the year 1798, Bir John Shore, who
had been raised to the peerage, by the title of Lord Teign-
mouth, resigned the government of India, and sailed for
* England, Lord Clive, who was appointed to succeed Lord
Hobart in December, 1797, arrived ab Mudras on the 21st
of August, 1798
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CHAPTER VIIT.

w7e8,  Lord Mornington Governor-General—Agents of Tippoo at

the fsie of France.— Governor-General resolves on vmme-

diate War.—Tnport of the Circumstances.—-Opinions in

India —Nizam Al; recetves more Brnglish Troops and

dismisses {fe Fre-neh_—Unfmi:fﬂJ Negotiations at Poo-

ﬂak.—Progrem‘on of Governor-General's Demands,—

War begins.— Plan, of the Campaign—March of the

Army—Sizge of Seringapatam.—Alarming Situation of

the British Army in regard to Food—Seringapatam

taken, and the Sultan Filled — Division and Settlement of
the conguered Country.

N the play of private interest is not instructive,
either by the inferences which may be drawn from
it, or by the consequences to which it leads, it escapesthe
euriosity of the historian, whose views are directed by
utility alone. Whatever share ministerial intrigues may
have had, in the fluctuations of couneil, which attended
the choice of a new Governor-General, it is sufficient for
us to relate, that after Lord Hobart was appointed, on the
23rd. of October, 1793, to be Governor at Madras, he was
nominated, on the 24th of December, in the same year, to
#uccesd the Marquis Cornwallis, as Governor-General of
India. That, enjoying honourable and afluent prospects
& home, and at that time filling an office of high dignity
and trust, Lord Hobart would not have left his country
or less than the assurance of the highest place in India,
was well understood. Ministerial volition, of course, was
the origin of both the one appointment and the other,
€ administration, however, of Sir John Shore, who suc-
ceeded to the place of Governor-General, as senior mem-
ber of the council, immediately upon the resignation of
Lord Cornwallis, was not interrupted til! the month of -
Yarch, in the year 1797; when Lord Cornwallis was
Dominated o second time to fill the offices of Governor-
General anq Commander-in-Chief, The appointment was
Minounced to the different Presidencies in India ; and a
Ineasure g, extraordinary, seemed to declare that there
hidaid Something extraordinary in the cause of it, Extra-
ordinary ag 3¢ was, it remained without effect, In the




MORNINGTON GOVERNOR-GENERAL.

eut Presidencies, that the Earl of Mornington was
appointed to be Governor-General, in lieu of Marquis
Cornwallis, He was appointed, it was said, “under cir-
cumstances, and for reasons, of a peculiar nature,” The
Directors added, that “ various circumstances had induced
the Marquis to resign his appointments.”? Such were the
mysterious terms to which the actors thought fit to cons
fine themselves,

The Earl of Mornington had recently distinguished
hitgelf by a brilliant speech in the House of Lords
against Jacobinism, which recommended him to the
ministry, as a personage both of good principles, and of
good abilities. The breach of faith to Lord Hobart it
was proposed to compensate, viz. by money ; and that out
of the Company's purse. A proposition was brought
forward for bestowing upen him a pension of 1500 per
annum, and this, after being once rejected in the General
Court, was, nevertheless, by the due application of in-
fluence, finally confirmed. The Directors, when pushed
for their reasons, hinted, that the attempt of Lord Hobart
to transfer to the Company the civil, as well as the mili-
tary, government of the Carnatic,was, in some way, which
they said it was delicate to explain, the cause which ren-
dered it inexpedient that he should continue longer in
India, “That attempt,” they observed, whether owing
to the ardour of Lord Hobart, or some other canse, un-
fortunately failed. This failure involved his Lordship in
an altercation with the Bupreme Government; upon
which the Court of Divectors thought it right to support
their (Jovernor-General, and to recall Lord Hobart.”*

Lord Mornington arrived at Caleutta on the 17th of
May, 1798, carrying out with him a mind more than
usually inflamed with the ministerial passions then burn-
ing in England ; and in a state peculiarly apt to be seized
both with dread and with hatred of any power that was
French, He had possessed but little time for acquainting

1 Piblie Lotter to Fort St. George, 18th Oct. 1797, Papers relating to the
?arna:tc, urdered by the House of Commons to be printed 10th August, 1803,
TTH

* Specch of the Chairman in the General Court, 6th Feb, 1798, Soe the
Beport of the Debate, in the Asistic Annual Registor, vol. i,

ctober of the same year, it was notified to the :

51
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himself with the complicated affairs of India,! whe i

ttention was attracted to a particular point. On the 8th

of June, about three weeks after his arrival, a paper was
received at Calontta, which purported to be a proclama-
tion issued by the Governor at the Isle of France. The
paper imported, that two ambassadors had arrived from
Tippoo Sultan, with letters addressed to the constituted
authorities of the island, and despatohes to be forwarded
to the government of France ; that the object of the em-
bassy was, to propose an alliance offensive and defensive
With the French ; and to request a supply of troops for
&}"” Purpose of a war against the English; a war, which,
With an earnest desire to expel the said English from
India, the Sultan was ready to commence, as soon as the
French should arrive to assist him. The proclamation
then invited the citizens to offer their services, on the
liberal terms which the ambassadors of the Sultan were
Teady to offer,

This paper, which the Governor-General calls truly an
“extraordinary publication,” he was at first inclined to
Tegard as a forgery ; because, if a scheme, of the nature
here described, were really entertained, it was so much
the interest both of Tippoo and the French, to conceal,
and an act of such contemptible folly to divulge it, that
such g total want of all capacity for business was scarcely
eredible, on the part either of a man intrusted with
the government of the Isle of France, or of men whom
Tippoo would choose for a delicate and important com-
mission,

The Governor-General, nevertheless, received so violent
all impulse from the paper, that he despatched a copy of
it, even on the following day, to General Harris, the Com-
mander-in-Chief, on the coast of Coromandel, at that time
Oosupying, temporarily, the station of Governer of Fort
Iu'l“lﬂt}lmh!nmingtm had been one of the commissioners for the affairs of
mi“{“‘ e 1705, and Was not new to them upon hls_nplminmcut. On lis
g th: Illi;:i: i:.apc of Good Hope in }:I?b'rﬂ&]’_?s 1798, he lf?liml'lfu;?l lfiemchm
Iformatian mglii"t‘h‘;menu "; thelt Iy ek I&Hgd ‘;]53 ;;;1 ':> : Ttunit m!i’
EoMmuDicating persanal i ?h&;s :n]l(l} axla' £ - ¥, Jato Resldent at 1 derabad,

16 Berlod tigwed, im therefora o Tes ing dequainted WD fhie {b}ecr.ut
T {0 1 o
stricteq w‘:‘;‘;\?nn a8 Goverpor-Goneral was likely to be directed, was not re-

Woeks after his arrival. See Despatches from the Marquess
Yol &, Letter from thie Cape,—W,
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26. His doubts respecting the authenticity of the BOOK VI.
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document wero declared ; but General Harris was com- CHAP.VNL

manded “to consider, without delay, the means of assem-
bling the army on the coast of Coromandel, if necessity
should unfortunately require such a precaution.”

On the 18th of June a letter was received, written by
the Earl of Macartney at the Cape of Good Hope, for the
purpose of conveying to the Indian government intelli-
gence, that such a proclamation had, in fact, been issued
ab the Isle of France. And about the same time several
persons arrived at Calcutta, who had been present on the
island, when the incident occurred. “A. strict examina-
tion” of those, whom the Governor-General calls “the
most respectable of those persons” was performed. If
their information was to be relied npon, it appeared that
toward the close of the month of January, 1798, two per-
sons arrived at the Isle of France, by a ship from Manga-
lore ; that they were received with great demonstrations
of respect, treated as ambassadors from Tippoo, and, during
their stay on the island, entertained at the public expense ;
that, without any previous rumour or notion on the island
that aid was about to be given to that prince, or a war
about to commence between him and the English, the pro-
clamation in question, two days after their arrival, was
fixed up, and circulated ; that the persons, thus treated as
ambassadors, were so far from disowning the publication,
that they ostentatiously held the same language, saw ib
Publicly distributed by their agents at the place of their
residence, and made promises in the name of the Sultan,
according to its terms ; and that on the 7th of March they
embarked on board the French frigate La Preneuse, accor-
panied by the men on whom the inducements held out by
them had prevailed, to the amount of about two hundred
including some officers! From other sources the Go-

1 This is the account which Is given in the Governor-General's Letter to the
Caurt of Directors, dated 30th March, 1799, In his minute, in the secret de-
partment, 12th of Angust, 1798, the fullowing is the account. “The smbas-
sadors nided and assisted in the levy of 150 officers and privates, for the service
of Tippoo, nuder the terms, and for the purposes, stated In the proclamation.
Few of the officers are of any experience, aud the privates dre the refuse of the
democratic rabble of the island.  Some of them are volunteers; others were
taken from the prisons, and compelied to embark. Several of them are Cafe
frees, and people of half caste. With such of thess troops as were volunteers,
the ambassadors entered into several stipulations and engagements, in the name
of Tippoo,” In Tippou's own leiter to the French Directory, under date the
0k Hugnst. 1788, he says he received only sixty soldiers.

1798,
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. vernor-Ceneral was informed, that the French frigate

ciae, vin, arrived at Mangalore on the 26th of April ; that both the

1798,

Frenchmen and the persons by whom they had been
brought, were received with great marks of satisfaction by
the Sultan, and that the principal part of the Frenchmen
were admitted into his serviee.

That the Goyernor-General should have regarded these
incidents as tokens of the hostile mind of Tippoo, was
natural. The only material question relates to the nature
of the impression on the mind of o wise man, which that
inference was calculated to produce. That the mind of
Tippoo, in regard to the English, was full of hatred, and
the spirit of revenge, it needed no new incident to dis-
close, or to confirm. In fact, the peace of Seringapatam
was concluded with him, under a perfect conviction that
his mind was breathing all the rage of disappointed ambi-
tion and humiliated pride ; and if the hostility of his sen-
timents had constituted s reason for war, in the opinion
of the persons in India and Europe, who at that time com-
posed the compound government of India, that peace would
never have been made, as it was made, abroad ; nor ap-
plauded, as it was applauded, at home. The basis on
which the wisdom of that agreement rested, was the sup-
posed soundness of the conclusion, that the power of
Tippoo, far from able to resist the British when entire,
wes so little formidable when diminished to one half, that
the hostility of his sentiments, however intense, and how-
ever certainly known, was a matter unworthy of partioular
regard, on the part of a people who declared all increase
of territory unfavourable to their interests, and who, in
the opposition of interest between Tippoo and the Mah-
rattas, could not fail to behold a segurity against the
most formidable of the enemies whom India could raise
up.

The impression made upon the mind of the Governor-
General, by the incidents of which the above is the ac-
count, appears to have been strong and agitating in the
highest degree. “Under all these ciroumstances, an im-
mediate aﬁmk,“ says h&, [ upon TEPP{}G Suitan, for the
purpose of frustrating the exsoution of his unprovoked
and unwarrantable projects of ambition and revenge, ap-
peared Lo me to be demanded by the soundest maxims
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Poliretjustice and policy —Such was the tenor of my opi- BOOK Vi
nlons as early as the 20th of June, 1798 ;” that is, only cmar. vur
“wo days after any authentic information of the facts had
been received. “I therefore,” continues he, “recorded my 1793
dacided judgment, that it was necessary to assemble the
broies on the coasts of Coromandel and Malabar withont
delay, and I issued my final orders for this purpose on
‘hat day. I have no hesitation in declaring, that my ori-
| 8inal intention was — if circumstances would have admit-
. ted—to have attacked the Sultan instantly, and on both
| 8ides of his dominions, for the purpose of defeating his

ostile preparations, and of anticipating their declared ob-

ject. T was concerned, however, to learn, from persons
| nosh conversant in military details at Fort S, George,
that the dispersed state of the army on the coast of Coro-

mandel, and certain radical defects in its establishment
Would: render the assembling a force equal to offensive
moyements against Tippoo, a rauch more tedious and diffi-
cult operation than I had apprehended.” !

Fither the Governor-General condemned the policy of
the treaty which was concluded by Lord Cornwallis, and
highly applauded by the ministers, by the parliament, and
by the people of England ; or, such was the change in
circumstances, that the enmity of Tippoo, which was nei-
ther formidable, nor offered any reasonable prospeet of
being formidable, in 1792, had become intensely formidable
in 1798; or, lastly, the mind of the Governor-General was
in a state of inflammation, and decided upon suggestions
totally different from a cool and accurate contemplation of
the circumstances of the case.

No where, in his official correspondence, as he lays down
the reasons of his conduet, does he state any disapproba-
tion of the treaty of Seringapatam. It seems, therefore,

g

! Lettar from Lord Mornington to the Court of Directors, deted 20th March
1799, Pap?:-rﬁ:rmnted to the House of Commons relating to the late War in
the Hast Indies with Tippoo Sultaun; ordered to be printed 96Lh Sept., 1708,
“ The necessarily dispersed state of tho wweaps,” (says Col. Bautson, View of
the Orlgin und Conduct of the War with Tippoo Sultaun, L. 15,) “ would have
been of Ygss importauce but for those redical dedors, which have in a cortain
degree at all times existed. ‘These proceed from a system of sconomy, which
proclndes the expense of establishing depéllllzf grain in different parts of our
Possessions; and of maintaining o Uxed of dranght und carriage
¢attle ; withont which no portion of the Madras army, however amply it might

ve been supplied with every other mquimf_u for feld operations, was tn &
Sondition to act with promptitude and effeet.
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a proper conclusion, that no disapprobation of if

1. in his mind.

Whether, in the circumstances of Tippoo or the Eng

lish, there was any thing at that time, which rendered th®

inimical mind of Tippoo more alarming, than at the dat®
-of the peace, is the next point of rational inguiry. The

English, unless we are to suppose that the governmen®
which they had established in India was too bad to admit
of progression, must have advanced in all the elements

political power. They had enjoyed uninterrupted peaces

they had taken possession, almost unresisted, of both the
French and Dutch settlements in India; time had been
given to improve their experience, and their institutions
and to reap the greatest possible fruit from the extensive

districts which the partition of one half of Tippoo's forme? -

territories had added to their dominions. On the side of
Tippoo no change could possibly have taken place, except
by the exertions which he might have made to improve
his revenues, and his army—revenues completely ex
hausted, and an army conquered and reduced — out of
the resources of a country desolated in every quarter;
by the ravages of war; and reduced to one half of that
extent, over which the English had found it so easy t0
prevail

It would be ridiculous, and at the same time the deep-
est imputation upon the English government, to Supposé;
that, intrinsically, the power of the English had nof yigen
upon that of Tippoo, and rendered its preponderance still
greater, during the interval of only six years which had
elapsed since the pacification of Seringapatam. If then
any danger to the English now acerued from Tippoo greater
than the danger of 1792, it must be sought for in causes
exterior to the condition and resources of the countries
appertaining to each, The connexion with allies was the
only eircuinstance from without, by which the power of
either government was affected. :

With respect to the English, it was, indeed, alleged that
their allies, the Nizam and the Mahrattas, yielded a prog-
Pect rather of danger than of aid. This, however, was &
“rcumstance which presented consequences of two differ~
ent sorts, If the want of allies increased the causes of
their dread of Tippoo, it rendered them less able to fight

e R e
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I i ; and therefore increased the motives to peace. BOOK VI.
£ they were perfectly able to fight with him, notwith- CHAP. VIIL.
Standing :he want of allies, this very circumstance proved,
that they had notling to apprehend from remaining at
Peace. If it was alleged that they were able to.fight
0w, but should not be able, after the lapse of some
me, it implied that Tippoo’s government was better
n theirs, and would more readily increase his re-
S0urceg,

Besides : it was not true, that the English were, to a
Considerable, if to any degree, less sure of auxiliary ope-
Tations, than at the commencement, or any moment since

@ commencement of the peace. The Mahrattas, it was
Supposed, would stand aloof even if the Company were
attacked, PBut in the first place, it was to be remembered,
that ag the Mahrattas dreaded nothing more than the in-
erease of Tippoo's power, the natural conclusion was, that,
if they saw the Company in any danger, they would be too
Strongly impressed with a sense of interest not to offer
effectual assistance, and if at present they showed indiffer-
ence $o the dispute, or rather a jealousy of the English,
b © reason was, because they saw the English not likely,
.2 suffering at the hand of Tippoo, to make Tippoo for-

?dat)ly strong, but much more likely, by crushing Tippoo,
I Taise their own power to a great and formidable height,

w&‘ﬁﬁa also true, that at the moment when Lord Corn-

all 18 concluded the treaty, a knowledge of the case was
l that was necessary to convince any man, that hardly
20y dependence could, even then, be placed on assistanco

I the Mahrattas, in the event of a subsequent dispute;
anud, in fact, every circumstance, to which a hope of the
,‘I’fi"c'lleration of that people against the aggressions of

PPoo could be attached in 1792, existed in equal foree

:?hl? present hour, and was as likely to produce the desired

(-
ﬂlTha only source of jealousy which regarded the Nizam
*1¢ 8econd of the English allies, was the corps of sopoys
SOmmandeg by Frenchmen. In the stafe of mind by
| oh the (overnor-General, and Englishinen of his in-
: & ectual and moral caste, were at that time distinguished,

© Very existence of a Frenchman was a cause of alarm :
‘ d & military corps, under the direction of Frenchmen,

1798,



ciav, vir, was, ab the same time, however, a circumstance perfectly |
known, that this evil, whatever it was, it depended upo? ‘
1798 the English themselves, by an act totally free from difi
culty, completely to remove. The Nizam had alread)
proposed to Sir John Shore the dismissal of the French
officers in his service, and the abolition of the corps
provided the English troops in his pay were so increaseds
and their services so extended, as to enable them to de-
fend him against the aggressions of the Mahrattas, The
English themselves, indeed, were eager to hold forth, thab
the French officers, by the avidity with which they ab=
sorbed the powers of the state, had become odious to the
Nizam, who was now alarmed at their daring encroach”
ments, and eager for their destruction. In point of fachk
* it was found, that, as soon as the Govemarﬂeneml‘p!ﬂ“
posed to agrie to the conditions upon which the Nizam
had already offered to dismiss the French, his assent Wﬂ;
obtained, and this cause, if such it is te be deemed, ©
seeking the destruction of Tippoo, was speedily take?
away. The truth is, that the English were, in the firsh
place, stronger, intrinsically ; and, in the next place, nov
wealter, on any rational gronnd of computation, in respﬂ"‘
of allies, in the year 1798, than in the year 1792, If there
was anything real, therefore, in the ground of alarm, it i#
not in the circumstances of the English, but in those
Tippoo, that it is to be found.

The revenue which it was possible for the very limited
territory of the Sultan to yield, and the moderate army
which that revenue could meintain, it is miserable o
contemplate as having been g subject of alarm, to a peoplﬁ
possessing the resources of the English, and so many 4%
grees advanced beyond their opponents in the arh ﬁ-‘%‘l
seience of war. Of course, it is in circumstances extrinsi¢
to his dominions, if in any, that Tippoo can be 1-eg'm‘c!‘?‘a
a8 having been formidable to the Hnglish, or as layiné
themn under any obligation, beyond that which exis
in 1709 to adopt extraordinary measures of self-defent®
Bat, of such ciroumstances one only can be named ; 87
that is, his union with the French. To clear up, there”

fare, every difficulty in this question of policy, it only
Temaing to inquire how much of dauger was implied iB
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h on which he had formed with that formidable BOOK VI

Peopla,

! Tippoo was by no means without a connexion with the
Trench at the date of the treaty of Seringapatam, A 1798,
rench corps had formed a distinguished part of his army

from the moment he ascended the throne. When tha

't}"’aﬁy was concluded, a war was impending between the

]-!‘“31125]_1 and the French ; and no man could have a doubt

at Tippoo wounld gladly jon the enemies of those whom
he_ vegarded as his inveterate foes, shonld these enemies
k of carrying their arms to thab distant part of the
globe.  With all these circumstances fully before him,

' Lord Cornwallis thought it wise to make peace. Had any

| Bew circumstance occurred, to make it wise in Lord Wel-

lesloy to come to the determination, which he says he had
formed on the 20th of June, 1798, of attacking Tippoo
Immediately, if he had found it possible to assemble the
troops? Two men had appeared at the Isle of France,
and ‘o proclamation had been issued by the Governor.
From this, us far as then was known, only one of three
inferences could rationally be drawn. Either that it set
forth 4 number of falsehoods, for the purpose of precipi-
tating the English into an Indian war. Or that it was the
40t of a raadman making public a communication which

16 Was 80 much the interest of both parties to keep in the

Profoundest secresy. Or, which was by far the muost

%’mbﬂ:ble supposition, that it was nothing but an act of

Phasting, bragging, folly, with something of very small

Mmportance for ita foundation. Nothing was more likely

that Tippoo, seeing the increase which had taken

Placs in the French corps in the service of other native

DOwers, both in that of the Nizam, and that of the prin-

Cipal Mahratta power, was very desirous of increasing his

OWn 3 and might have sent agents to the Isle of France

the purpose of engaging both officers and men. It is

Well known, how much of boasting, and of exaggeration,

ntars into the verbal intercourse of the East; it is well

Wi, also, that Tippoo carried this weakness to excess,
d might be regarded as & braggart even among orientals.
iy atil] further known, that on nothing was he fonder of

§ ing, than his power in relation to the English, and
he vengeance which, if provoked by them, he should. one

CHAP, VIIL
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VL day inflict. Tt was, therefore, not incredible, it was highly _
onAP. virL probable, that with a view to obtain a more favourabl s
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recepbion to his application for leave to enlist soldiers 18
the Isle of France, his agents were instructed to talk very
high, to boast of his enmity to the English, and even hi#
power, if well supported by the French, to expel them®
from India. Vapour of this kind was a thing too commo?
in India to excite any particular regard. But it was 8%
surprising, if it produced on the French Governor a very
different effect. It was very well known, at the perl
when the Governor-General was called upon to deliberate
or to decide without deliberation, upon the question
peace and war, that a high degree of excitability had, PY
the events of their revolution, been conveyed to the min ;_
of Frenchmen ; and they were almost as much dispose
to the language of vanity and ostentation as the orien
themselves : pnd the only rational conclusion was, th®
the Governor, evidently a very ignorant and foolish mf‘n. .
had been eager to adopt any oceasion, however insign
cant, of indulging his propensity for boasting, exaggel‘&fwn:
and display ; that the loose, hyperbolical talk of Indian®
had been held forth as the momentous language of ® ;
solemn negotiation ; and that two agents for recruiting
soldiers had been transformed into ambassadors, for tho
purpose of contracting an alliance, offensive and defed” |
sive, between the Sultan of Mysore, and the Republic of |
France.

But, even should we go 8o far as to allow the wisdom of |
supposing that Tippoo had made an overture of the mos¥ l
serious kind for an alliance offensive and defensive agaiﬂ”t‘ -
the English, an important question is still to be asked: |
Did this, in the smallest degree, alter the circumstances & |
the English in regard to Tippoo? Was their danger; 2
any respect, increased I Would they have been perfec
gafe to remain at peace, had not this overture been madé
1f 80, in what respect did this overture increase the Pr"ba;-
bility of evil] It may be affirmed, without any dread ©*
Tefutation, that it produced no effect of that descript{"n
Whatsoever, In reality, the incident disclosed nothin®
With regard to the mind of Tippoo, which was not per”
f“_"uy known, believed, and acted npon before ; namelys
Wis cagor desire to do mischief to the English, and 10
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.With“any power that would embark in the same BOOK VI

, more especially with the French, whose power and CHAP. viiL.

y Pat_l'ed appeared to offer so great a resource. In fact, the

| Icident made a disclosure, which might have been re- 1798,

Barded us agreeable ; that the connexion between Tippoo

and the French was so trifling, and their mode of inter-

Sourse so very childish and absurd. It might have been

- Xpected, and it ought to have been beforehand supposed,

| b & perfect and regular channel of communication was

~ OPened heteen them and that their conjoint means of
AMnoying the English had been well digested, and perfectly
understond,

But, if this incident disclosed nothing with regard to the
Minds of Tippoo and the French, except that they were
less capable of doing mischief to the English, than might

fore have been reasonably expected, it can hardly be
fUpposed, that an overture so loose, indefinite, fiill of ne-
8ligence and mismanagement, could add any thing to the
mo?ivaa of the French for carrying hostilities to India, if

€I civewmstances admitted so costly an experiment.
\d, lastly, if this overture intrinsically altered nothing,
either ip regard to the dangers of the English, or their
knowlﬁdge of that danger, except by showing that it was
, than they might have supposed, was there any thing
(for that is the last hypothesis) in the state and condition
of the_ French nation, at that particular time, which ren-
red it more likely they should now send an army to
of%:"th&u atany period since the conclusion of the treaty
tingapatam? During the two days between the 18th
nd the 904, of J une, 1798, in which contracted space the
of :eﬂ?ov-_Geueral made up his mind, upon the strength
he incident in question, to attack the sovereign of My-
Bore Instantly ; it may be affirmed, that he had no rational
8ound for supposing it more likely that the Trench
Wm}m then make war upon India, than it had been at any
Period since the war between them and England began. It
'e‘fldﬂntly follows, that there was no reason for destroying
T‘Plloo, at this particular moment, which had not existed
ak EVery moment since the commencement of the negotia-
B for peace,
SHIL the character of the policy which was pursued by
® Uovernor-(General remains to be determined, by the
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/1. solution, not of the question whether more reasot, .
. any preceding period, existed for the destruction of ¢

Sultan, but of the question, whether then sufficient reaso™
existed as well as, if such where the coincidence, ab m:":‘
antecedent time. More obscurity rests upon this deter®*:
nation. If it be true, that the Governor-General ought *= 1
have been guided by the act of parliament, made and pro-: }
vided for the express regulation of his conduct, the 8A8WE:
is not doubtful. By that act, all augmentation of terrlt‘_';y; ]
and every act of war against an Indian prince, except 107/
self-defence, in the cuse of actual hostilities, was declare i
to be contrary to the inferest, and injurious to the hﬂnf;-.
of the British nation. Tt will be impossible to show, th8%
the war into which the Governor-General was so eaget **
plunge, was a war of self-defence, except by such argﬂm??n - l
as will show thdt no war which has a prospect of ﬂddr;n%
to the sécurities of & nation ean ever be a war of a diffe st
sort, If it was proper in the Governor-Gencral t0 tl?ﬁt:
the act of parliament with contempt ; as the parliame
itself soon after declared that it was, by thanking and 8B
plauding him for his flagrant violation of that act; :
the only question was, whether or not the British inte tis
were to be promoted, or the contrary, by the ruin of
dreaded foe, the inguiry is more complicated. What of
to be gained was abundantly obvious ; it was the saving ¢
the expense, which the maintenance of a force, sufficie?
to guard against any chance of evil from kis malignity?
would have required. This expense, if the war by ]
fortune had not been o very short, would not perheP”
bave équalled the interest of the money expended by t2%
war, Had this been the fact, more would have baﬂl;.
lost, it is evident, than gained, by the destruction °_
Tippoo ; for as to the mere increase 6f dominion, inde o
dent of security, that, in the shape of a good, was 10t mr-
violently renounced by Lord Mornington, than by the P’_a.; |
lisment, and by the mation at large. It was ot t.l_!in
foundation, or otherwisa it will be difficult to And 088 7
wihich, after eonquering the dominions of Tippoo, i

of keeping the whole for the benefit of hie mmtfyrws
EAve to others an important part, and even urged upo? od
the Muhrattes s portion which they refused. With reg® g
¥ what was lost to tho British interests by the destr®
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' M (for even the power of Tippoo was an evil BOOK VI.
hing o 00t its good), it is much less easy to form any cmar. vir.
' ¢ g like o determinate opinion. While Tippoo existed,
¢ Mahrattas might be confidently expected to be much 1795
08 Subsoryient to the English, on whom alone they de-
| $2ded for gagistance against this their greatly dreaded
than they were likely to be after his destruction,
wlil;n évery source of apprehension was taken away,
| th b amount of evil might be involved in thus relieving
Tiot ahrattas from all dependence upon the English, can-
| to 9 Course, be exactly defined. The English were able
| Biteh'mtlse them when they thought chastisement requi-
0 . A cage might even be supposed, in which Tippoo
Ustead of being an opponent, might have been a confede-
$28/0f the Mahrattas against the English. This supposi-
ik Owever, is obviously confined to one case, that in
:ﬁ-wh the English, rencuncing their pacific policy, should
4 2 the Mahrattas into a greater dread of unprovoked
'Itd from the English, than they lay under in regard to
. thl 90, As affairs were actually situated, the effects of
i “Mancipation from the dread of Tippoo soon began to
:Eé—‘aars and the Governor-General found himself under

wuanpi’oaed necessity of checking their audscity by &

m;[-‘hat the contemplation of the facts, made on other oc-
wbiens' 80 impression, correspoudent to the inferences
at tz,]; bave here been drawn : made such an impression,
Ing; bime, on the minds of the most instructed men in
b there is a remarkable document to show. On the
bity, of July, 1798, a meeting was held of the British inha-
h\lt-imﬁ of Caleutta, on the subject of the voluntary contri-
but.u‘m I support of the war against the French, contri-
de 908 promoted with great zeal by all expectants and
do"“!’@nuta on government, in every part of the British
Mitiiong, To this meeting great importance was at-

» and ll the persons highest in their consequence,

bi Warmost in their aspirings, wore forward, by the eth-
8o of their persons, and of their fervour,_nct 1o omit
in sy an opportunity of establishing a new tztl_a of merit
o the €yes of their superiors. In this splendid and nu-
g U8 assembly, the Advocate-General, Mr. Burroughs,
® the introductory address, at great length, and with
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best of his elogquence. He introduced in it t %
ng observations, which constitute an article of evidence,
of some weight, in determining the questions which arise
out of the circumstances of that important era. “Every

man,” he said, “at all acquainted with our situation, musb
know that in India we never before were so powerful an

50 unassailable, as at the present moment, We have aR
army infinitely stronger, in numbey and discipline, than
we ever had before in India. We are without an enemy
who can venlure to attack us; and he would assert, that
there was not a single native who would now even wish t0

attack us, unless, indeed, our olq ; ot
have such a wish.! enemy Tippoo mig

But that prince had received such o lesson in the last

! If any doubts could have been entertained of the imnla ity of
Tippoo, and his purposes to assail the English, Wiu‘:nevc]:‘ ?vug:b::?s Eemgaraedty a
a favourable moment should occur, they were dissipated by the mission to the
Manritius, and the proclamation of the French Governor, which however ab-
gurd and };renmuu'e. Wwas authentic evidence of the Sultan's feelings and
designs, 1t wonld have been strange policy to have waited for the mplish-
ment of the latter; to have repeated the imbecility of the Madras gmm"m ment
in the war with Hyder, and saffeced Tippoo to devastate the Carnatic before
a force conld be organized ty oppose him. Perpotual pre tion for actusl
hostitities is & more expensive and anxions state thay e omt‘mw e

i il o tust Wave s termination, Arming against their
probability is indefinite. It is argued in the text, that hositilities wers inex-
pedient becanso Tippoo was weak, Was the Britisn EOVernment then to waib
till he should be strong; till the ne%umtions which he w blict ng
on with France should have brought him the effectiyy ’:‘J‘u cly carryiné
arganized army of Raymond, or succours from Fr, G T;Se;ulonrin
have heen easy — the latter more practicable than the Dolitician o?fanlcn s
imagined. The same chances that landed » large army in Eq : t this very
period, n spite of the superiority and vigilance of our gtetn Eypt & 7
rated in sending to the Sultan a body of officers and men. 1) ﬁ}f‘ t h“;”ro_
sources would have been made powerfully to contribute fo tyhe ose aid
perils of our Indian empive, The co-opération of France mxnunymmt
Beyond & handful of soldlers from the Isle of France, v a8 held n“tl 'exttgg ol
tun, and formed parrtuf the plan which led to the trvasion of | upt‘n R etter
from Buonaparte to Tippoo, was well calenlsted to encourage hl;ﬁrmﬁ to alarmt
the Government of India. There was also ground fur apprehension in 1B
threatening attitnde of Zemaun Shsh on the north-west of India; and, 8-
though the event was niot & reasonable subject of doubt, yet hostilities Werd
unavoidable, and they were prudently as well as boldly anticipated by the
promptitude and determination of the Governor-General. ' The line of condiet
which Tie adopted concurred entirely with that enjoineq by the suthorities i;
Englund, as soom as the information of Tippeo's proveedings reached mm.ar
leiter from the Secret Committee, of the I8th June, 1798, insiructs the ‘hio
vernor-General, that if he should judge that Tippoo's designs are such o8 i
French proclamation represents, and that he is making preparations to act I e
tigly, it will be advisalble not to wait for such an attack, but to take the mMEEF

ediate and decisive measures to carry the war into the enemy’'s co b ol
The sirewmstances described in the text prevented the previous ﬂﬂﬂlmﬂ;l‘ey
el Listryctions, but there can be no doubt that when hostilitios are, 18 b
Were In fhis instance, sooner or later nnavoidatle, sound poliey, 86 wﬁn asr
£OIMNoN sknme, prescrilies that no time shiall be granted to an enemy 10 I¢ 590.
ﬂrgafonnkhbm. See the Wellesley Despatches, vol, I, p, 63, 83, 91
. =W,

f
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¥ aid from Europe it was impossible he could have,
mﬁlﬂermg the total want of ships in France, on which
:;:’P‘ could be transmitted ; and we know besides, that
Bnglish fleets maintained the entire dominion of the
- &nd that our enemies were every day lamenting their
Po ity t0 send one sail in safety from any of their
,n:'h‘: s they were all blocked up by the British navy.
wit'_"ilrl‘ench islands in India had thrown off all connexion
Fl’ance, and instead of taking any part against us,
86 now look to us as friends, to protect them from any
Co DS which might be made on them by France.”!
ding. Pelled reluctantly to abandon the design of imme-
Lely invading Mysore, the Governor-General, neverthe-
& Tenewed his orders for assembling the army with the
ﬁ‘;ﬂim Possible delay. In the policy of this measure, the
loggi® Council by mo means concurred. Besides the
p:f"h of time nocessary for assembling the army, the ex-
d&n;e’ ulﬂy said, would be so enormous ; and so much
. oor would be unavoidably created of provoking hostili-
Wifh Tippoo, by vast preparations importing the
fi S of war; that they conld not think themselves justi-
hiql‘:lthnut- a strong representation, in obeying the orders
G they had received: “Not discouraged,” says the
4 omor-Cleneral, “by these suggestions and representa-
.' dﬁra'-"f iusisted on the immediate execntion of my or-

thgl,)um'g the interval which was required for assembling
Botia: Y the Governor-General found employment in ne-
Mg with Nizam Ali the dismission of the French offi-
40d the dissolution of their corps. His minister, to
% the business of the state was almost wholly com-
Hed, Was g partisan of the English, and well disposed

on
] "l'?‘ucl:mmrt of the business of this meeting: Asiatic Annusl Register,
M&{f‘h nF': u?}m War in Mysore, in g Letter from an officer in Indin,

Bi1g 58 by M, Wood, Esq. M. P. Colonel, and late Chisf Engineor; Dengal,
| g The Governor-General's Lotter, ut supra, parag. 38

¥ifh g Colonel Beatson says (Views of the Origin and Conduct of the War
! Pog S".IPM. i 4), w The apprehensions entertained from the desizns of Tip.
WM Wers cprtainly, ot that period, considarably increased by the bold
l‘? 5%23“ easurog of prepacation and defence, which the Marguis Welles-
L & oy DTOpEr to adopt, & very feir weeks after e had tnken charge of the
Vo Flvernment of Indin”"

9L yr. ¥

1708,

: War; as must deter him from any such enterprise BOOK VI.
-E’.mi even if he could have the aid of France in doing so. caar. vuL
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By o .
BOOK VI for the annihilation of the French party ; as soon aﬂﬂ_‘a
cmaw, vizt, British government would consent to replace them by s
force adequate to the service which the French perform
1798.  ip the protection of the country. The Nizam was D b al-
together blind to the dangers of placing himself in &
of hLelpless dependance upon a superior poweX: bu'}
totally unequal as he knew that he was to the defence &
himself against the Mahrattas, against the Sultad or
against the English, it was easy for the minister t0 €O
vince him that he was safer in the hands of the English
than of either of the other two. From the attainmel
what he regarded as an object of unspeakable importan®®
the dissolution of a French corps in the service of the
Nizam, Lord Mornington was far from allowing Lims i
be restrained by any dread of offending the Mabratts®d |
the motive by which the mind of his predecessor had bee_lf
swayed. His inshuctions were issued to the acting Beal
dent at Hyderabad, on the 8th of July, to open & negoetér
. tion with the Nizam: and, on the lst of Septﬁmb?"':;s;
treaty was concluded, by which fonr battalions of Bl'lt"
troops were added to the former two, and the .’ﬁ
government was pledged for the protection of the N_lﬂm
against any unjust demands of the Mahrattas, The Nizafth
on his part, engaged to disband the French corps it
service ; to deliver over its officers to tho British gover™;
ment, whenever the whole of the British force sho*
arrive in his capital ; and to raise the subsidy, which he
paid for the maintenance of the British troops, fro™ |
57,718, to 2,01,425 rupees per month, ‘
Though the force which the French officers commaﬂdad |
consisted, after all the alarm which it occasioned, of ‘es
than 14,000 men, it was necessary to take precautio®
against the chance of their resistance. Pending thﬁ_nego'_
tiation, the additional troops destined for the servic® 05
the Nizam were collected in thab part of the Cm.‘l:ll""“:g’:1
yerritory which touched upon his froutier; and, an -
10th of October, joined the two former battalions ab );_
derabad. Fortunately for the schemes of the Glovern?™
General, Reymond, whose talents and greaf inﬁlla’.lou '
might have been formidably exerted for the prc\serﬂt’l'la
of his power, had died a few months before ;and a stries
for ascenduncy had introduced great snimosity and

8

——
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ek .t _the corps. Not only the Nizam, but even the BOOK Vi,
ister himsclf, wavered, however, and drew back, when CHAR. VI
m: enterprise came to the verge of execution. In so little ——':f.EE-
Bril;iect was this greatly dreaded corps really held by the AR
o sh officer, who commanded the six subsidiary batta-
de:% that he did not hesitate to take a decisive step. He
imﬂ:"ﬁ_d his determination, unless the Nizam came to the
ok cdiate resolution of fulfilling his engagements, to
iy ¢ an attack on the French camp with his own forces,
Proclaim the want of faith in the Nizam’s government
A © cause of all the consequences which might ensue.
anpm&“»l&_mation was soon after sent to the French camp,
rn_ouao'mg the discharge of the officers, and declaring it
€as0n in the soldiers to obey them. The soldiers were
B “ady in a state approaching to mutiny. The disorders
S0, DProceeded to greater violence ; and the officers were
Prisoned by their men. In this helpless situation, the
:;mp, which at the time did not contain above 11,000 men,
su? est of the corps being on o distant detachment, was
Btlrmmded by the whole of the British battalions, and a
Tong hody of the Nizam's horse. The men, upon a pro-
i8¢ of their pay, and continuance of service, laid down
m.:“' arins; and the arrest of the officers was accomplished
tthout difficulty or danger. Notwithstanding the un-
eiten 1Y passions which Frenchmen at this moment ex-
€d in the breast of the Governor-General, he was careful
elisure to the individuals who had fallen into his power,
at Eenerosity of treatment which a gallant mind is ever
Prompted to hestow. Their property, together with such
“ars as were due to them by the Nizam, were secured
10 their nge ; they were conveyed to Calcutta, under every
ndulgenge compatible with the security of their persons ;
on their arvival in Bugland, the Governor-Genersl
Provided that they should not be treated as prisoners
of war, byt transported to their country without deten-
1

tion

! L -General to the Conrt of Directors, duted 21st Nov.
1703, t:f;:?li;hﬁucx:nmrﬂupm. p- 6. Maleolm's Skoteli, p, 286—244. Beat-
%on tally us (4, 50) that the secret was well kept; that the cause of sending the
detachines, from Guntoor to Hyderalad was not mads known to the govorn-
1880t of Mudrdas: and that the mteiligenee of the annihilation of the French

\ taims by surpeise upon the English of Calentta and Madras. He tells us
u:ﬂf. that thoir mL.dg were In snch & state as to regard the trnssction as a

= ire] Tey.—M.
.'il':f:‘ iﬂle‘;—cﬂnlfkqn, ’I.'-m it 1s 110t correct to say that it was not commu=



HISTORY OF BRITISH :INDIA. l /

i . Thechances of good orevil from the Mahrattas,also, forced

caar. vir themselves upon the attention of the British government;

1798,

and negotiations were carried on at Poonah, at the same
time with those, which, at Hyderabad, were conducted to
an issue deemed so exceedingly favourable. The negocia-
tions, however, attempted with the Mahrattas, produced
not equal results. The substance of the treaty negotiated
at Hyderabad was communicated to the Peshwa, both be-
fore and after its conclusion. “And at both periods,™
says the Governor-General to the Court of Directors, “he
expressed his entire approbation of the nature and ten
dency of the new engagements, as well in their operatic
upon the interests of the Mahratta empire, as upon th~ @
of the Nizam.”! On the other hand, Sir John Malec
says, “The measures taken at Hyderabad were regular |
communicated to the Peshwa ; but that prince, either in-
fluenced by his weak councillors, or acting under the con-
trol of Dowlut Rao Sindiah, obstinately continued to with-
hold his formal consent to any acknowledgment of the
right of the British government to arbitrate in his disputes
with the court of Hyderabad.”? Of course, it may be said,
the Governor-General knew best. It may also, however,
with equal certainty be said, that he had the greatest
temptation to lay on a colour; that if none exceph
agreeable consequences were supposed to flow from his

measures, the favour of his employers would be enhanced; |

that from this species of art, which had been amply prac-
tised by his predecessors, Lord Mornington must hav¢
been a man far superior to his predecessors to stand alway.
exempt ; and that of those expedients for a colour, the
two letters which have just been quoted appear to pres
gent us with instances. In the first place, when mentici
is made of the time which would be required for assem-

nicated to the Government of Madras, of which Genera! Harrls was tempors
rily the head, The intention was made known to him by s despatch in th
gecrot department in July, Wellesley Despatehes, §. 132. Nor is it true, tha
it was pot kuown to any but the Government, for Munro, in a letter date
Sept. 1798, says, * The Nizam has, either of himself, or by the interference o
the supreme government, conceived the desigm of breaking them (Raymond’
foroe) altegether, or, at least, of disbanding wl! tlhie corps that are suspected ¢
being under French iufl A ptrong det has been formed at Gu'd
toor to march in case of necessity to Hyderabad. The sooner they move, &
betler: for no thue ought to be lost in destroying this party, so hostile to &
Interests in the Decean.  Life i, 202, —W. ;
! Letter, ut supra, parag. 24. 2 Malcolui’s Sketeh, p, 244
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y of the Carnatic, no mention whatsoever is BOOK VI.
we—Cl the disapprobation expressed by the Madras oHAP.¥iIL
council. In the next place, when the execution is de- ——
scribed of the measures taken for the destruction of the 1*¥%
French corpsin the service of the Nizam, the reluctance
exhibited by the Nizam, when the crisis arrived, is not
only covered with silence, but with a language which im-
plies uninterrupted alacrity and zeal. Beside the difficalty,
1n such a situation as that of Sir John Malcolm, of remain-
Ing long ignorant of such a general and important fact,
"h& consequences also tally with his representation ; for
h’? the efforts of the Governor-General to draw the Mah-
4 tas into an intimate connexion with him, totally failad.
14 again ; as Sindiah, not the Peshwa, was at this time
d"ﬁdominant over the Mahratta councils, the assent of the
Peshwa had little value; and if presented to people igno-
rant of the state of the facts, as equivalent to that of the
+. Mahratta power, was only caloulated to produce deception.
' It seems to be affirmed, from private information, by Co-
lonel Wilks, that both Sindiak and theyPeshwa, under alarm
ab the symptoms of ambition which at this moment distif-
guished the movements of the British power; were actuated
favourable dispositions towards the sovereign of Mysore ;
but Sindiah was afraid to take a positive step, on account
of his dominions in the North, which the English had an
army ready to invade ; and the Peshwa beside the immi-
nent danger to which the hostility of the English would
expose him, had no liberty to act but as Sindish directed.
'\Tha Governor-General, accordingly, when at last he found
“that assistance from the Mahrattas was not to he obtained,
encouraged by the probability that he would receive no
opposition, resolved to proceed in his warlike operations
without them.!
! Hist, Sketches, iii. 361—366.—M: We have now befora us the whele of
the {nstrnctions addressed b¥| Lord Mornington to Col. Palmer, the Hesident at
ah, and are able to see how much of the statements on which the reflec-
tons in the texf sre founded, are accurate. The former areincarrect, the latter
convsquently, are inapplicable. The red of the French brigade was
communicated to the court of Poonal only when it had sctnally taken place,
: patehes, 1. 112. The consent of the Peshwa to the measure was never
asked, and conld not therefore be withheld. What was proposed and not se.
eodod to wae, the eatablishment of & subsidiary force af Poonah, Beside the
v Jealonsy it \ by this proposition, the Peshwa was alnrmed at the apparent
intantion of the British Government to compe! the réstoration of Nana Furna-

| 888 to hls miniscorial functions. Despatehes, 1. 118, 193, 252, &=,  Although
he shortly afterwards became reconciied to him. So Capt. Grang l)hser\‘ega
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VI. On the 18th of June, the Seeret Committee of the Court
cmae. vur of Directors wrote from England to the Governor-General
in Council, that they had just received from his Majesty's
ministers information of & large armament which bad
sailed from Toulon on the 19th of the preceding month ;
and that amid the various conjectures Tespecting its des-
tination, it ywas not conceived impossible that Indin might
be the object of attack, by way of the Red Sea, or its
coast, after conquest of Egypt; “or even,” the Directors
add, “by the Black Sea, or by Bussora. His Majesty's
ministers,” they continue, “have therefore informed us
that immedicte measures will be taken for a considerable
augmentation of the Furopean force in the East Indies:
you may expect that not less than 4000 seasoned and
disciplined troops, and perhaps a larger number, may be
sent to the Company's settlements with all possible expe-
dition, part of which will, we trust, reach India not many |
months after the receipt of this despatch”1

It was not before the 18th of October, that the Governor-
General first received authentic intelligence of the expedi- |
tion from Toulon, aud the invasion of Egypt; when his
preparations against Tippoo were approaching maturity.
The constituted authorities in England, under impression |
of the danger which the invasion of India by so great an
army would produce, gave directions to«the Governor-
General, to make war upon Tippoo, if he appeared to be |
agtually accumulating the means of seconding invasion by
the French, They seem not to have regarded the pro-
clamation at the Mauritius as satisfactory evidence of any
such design; of which they éxpress themselves in the
following words; “ We ave unable to judge, whether this
proclamation be in reality what its import declares to be |
orintended merely a8 a feint, with a view to embroil us

1708,

“The sudden desie niow evinced by the English to grant bim & sebsidiary
force, (which he had before applied for in vainj; their frequent recommendg-
tlons {o relustate Nana Furnavese in the minfstry, and to remove Sindiah frem
Poonaly, led Bajee Hao, whose viows sid informition were bounded by narrow
Itnits, to supposs that the whole was s scheme of the detested Nana, the abe
Jeat miost drewded, and therefore appermost in his mind. Mabr, Hist. iii, 169,
And, although he ulimately was bribed by Tippoo, and persuaded by Sindiah
10 withhold fis nesistance, yot at this thme he pledged himself fithfally to ex-
eeuty the conditions of subsisting engugements, and, on the prospect of & war
with Tippoo, promiged to efford Lim his ald.  Tuid. 173.—W.
I Printed Pupors, ut supra, No. 1,



RATIONS NEARLY COMPLETE. I?l

Fip And they marked out unambiguous pre- BOOK VI,

parations for war, as the circumstancs by which the judg- csse. viir.

ment of their subordinates in India ought to be determined. ——
It is highly improbable,” they say, “that Tippoo should 1798
have entered into any league with the French, without

| Bome apparent preparation, on his part, of a hostile
nature, in furtherance of their designs. If such shall -

1 have been the case, it would be neither prudent nor politic

to wait for actual hostilities on his part” Preparation

for war, in the only sense which can here be applied, is

- such an augmentation, or such a disposition, of the instru-
ments of war, as, to some considerable degree, is hoth
unusual, and increases the danger of the suspecting state.

- That any such angmentation or disposition of the instru-

 ments of war had taken place on the part of Tippoo, no

evidence was ever produced ; while evidence to the con-

trary appears in abundance.! Even with the permission

which the alarm of the French expedition extorted from

the Directors, they thought proper to enjoin that in resort-

ing to hostilities, “the utmost discretion™ should be

used ; “that we may not,” they say, “be involved in a

war in India, without the most inevitable neceasity”—

That inevitable necessity existed, or any necessity at all,

will not easily, after the first impartial exposition of the

facts, be again alleged. The war might be advantageous,

or it might be not advautageous. But the word must he

used in an extraordinary sense, if it ever be denominated

necessary.

1 4 1t was supposed.” (says Colonel Beatson, p. 57) * that Tippon Sultann’s
army had sufferad essenfinlly, both in nnmbers and discipline, since the last
war: his fi were in di : hily 1z wero perplexed by discordant
opinions ; and his spirits dejected and broken by the disappointment of his
hopes of French pssistance ; by the retreat of Zemuan Shak ; bf:"dm failurd of
his intrigues at the coarts of Poouah and Hyderabad ; and by tle unexampled

ur, alacrity, and extentof sur military preparations.” ** Tippea Sultann's
fleld army”" (he says p. 204) ¢ wus esti 1 at 47,470 fighting men."”—M.

Col. Beatson argucs only upoh * supposition,” but, notwithstanding the
assertion of the text, there is specific ev that the forces of Tippoo had
been angmented, and were in such a position 4s rondered them capuble of being
directed at once to military aggression. The Sultn's whole force nmounted
to between 70 and 50,000 men; of these, about 30,000 were in Seringapatam,
and its fmmediate environs; the whole were in a state of netivity and effief-
eney, provided with guns, and b_ngg:_me. and carringe cattle.  Tippoo was, no
doubt, induced to hesitate, by his disapp ns to the succour he ex-
pected from the French, but his intrigues at Poonah did not fail, and this was
some consolation. See Abstract of the present State of Ttppou_gmm' by
Capt, Maleolm, Wellesley Despatches, Appen. 6515 also o paper of intelligench
from Lovd Chve, p, 361.—W.
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. On the last day of October, that is, in less than a

cuar, viur, fortnight after he was informed of the invasion of Egyphs

1798.

the Governor-General received intelligence of the destrue-
tion of the French fleet by Sir Horatio Nelson, at the
mouth of the Nile. Notwithstanding this decisive event;
“I did not,” hesays, “relax any part of the naval or
military preparations which had been commenced under
my rorders ;— being still uncertain of the fate of the
French army in Egypt, and ignorant whether an additional
force might not have been intended to co-operate with ib
in India, by the ordinary passage round the Cape of Good
Hope.”! The chance of the invasion of India, from either
quarter, will not at the present moment be regarded as
having been very great. It will not come up to the de-
scription of what constituted an “inevitable necessity”
for going to war with Tippoo. )

“The immaturity, however,” saye Sir John Malcolm,
“of the Sultan's plans, formed, in Lord Wellesley’s opinion,
the strongest reason for an immediate attack upon his
possessions: but the delay, which was likely to ocour in
assembling the army on the coast of Coromandel, which
had been reduced to a very low establishment, and was in
8 very divided and unequipped state, obliged him to alter
it; and he made no communication whatever to Tippoo
Sultaun on the subject of his proceedings, till the military
preparations, both at Madras and Bombay, were complete ;
and the alliance with the Nizam had not merely heen
restored, but rendered so efficient, as to secure the full
application of the resources of that Prince in aid of the
common cause,” * .

During all the time of these remarkable proceedings, it
is singular that Tippoo was either without the means, or
without the inclination, of making any considerable addi-
tion to his habitual state of equipment for war, and, with
and appearance of insensibility to all that surrounded him,
forbore even to remonstrate against the accumulstion
which was going forward of the instruments of his destruc-
tion.* When the beginning of November arrived, the

! Printed papers, ut supra, No. 8.

: # calm's Sketeh, p.254.
hie bicriness of ‘Tippoo, as has been shown in the last note, is an un-

founded assertion.  Me was nctively strengthiening himeelf, both in hix military
arfaugenints, and by neg with the atins,  The preparations




TIPPOO THREATENED. (g I73|

eneral thought the opportunity was now BOOK VI.
Jle to exhibit his complaints. On tho Sth of cEAr. viL
that monthi he addressed a lotter to the Sultan, in which
f]m expressions were conciliatory, rather than hostile, but
n which he informs him of the connexion which he was
:.Wam had been formed between him and the French,
Whom you know,” says he, “t> be the inveterate ene- .
mies of the Company, and to be now engaged in an unjust
war with the British nation.” He then gives him a lecture
on French principles ; which will be appealed to hereafter
a8 8 monument of the times. “It appears not,” he adds,
“either necessary or proper, that I should any longer con-
ceal from you the surprise and concern with which I per-
ceived you disposed to involve yourself in all the ruinous
consequences of a connexion, which threatens, not only to
subvert the foundations of friendship between you and
the Company, but to introduce, into the heart of your
kingdom, the principles of anarchy and confusion; to
shake your own authority; and to destroy the religion
which you reyere” On the disposition of the Company
to preserve inviolate the obligations imposed by the rela-
tion of amity and peace, the Governor-General cited the
rgmurkuble instance which had recently ocourred; of a
district of country to which, though possessed by the
Company, the Sultan laid claim, and of which, his right
having been ascertained by arbiters mutually chosen,
'I‘evk_iititutiun had been made. As the result of these pre-
mises, the Governor-General proposed to send to him a
British officer, whom he already knew, to communicate to
him, on the part of the English, and of the Peshwa and
Nizam, their allies, the plan which, in their opinion, was
caleulated “to remove all existing distrust and suspicion,
and to establish peace and good understanding on the most
durable foundations.”!
Of the terms which, at different periods, the Governor-
General was disposed to allow Tippoo Bultaun, he himself
has given s very instructive history, in his letter to the

17901,

againat hitm, ¢ i ta the re-organization of the Madms army. were not of
8 Dature \o Inspire any particalar alarm, or to call for remonstrance; they
"B‘N enticely defensive.—W, >

Letter from Lord Mornington to Tippoo Sultan, printed papers, ut supis,
P 3. Despatches. 826.—W.
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K5V, Court of Directors, under date the 3rd of August, 1790.1

cnap. vin What was the extent of his views in relation to the

1799,

attack which he was so eager to make, immediately after
he first received intelligence of the foolish proclamation
at the Isle of France, he has no where disclosed.> When
he found the execution of this design impossible, and how
much time 1t would require to put the army in a con-
dition for action, he would, he says, have been “contented
with any adjustment which offered a reasonable prospect of
detaching Tippoo from his connexion with the French ;”
and that, “in the arrangement which then occurred to
him, his views were limited to the establishment of per-
manent residents, on the part of the Company, and of
the allies, at Seringapatam, to the dismission of all the
French then in the Sultaun’s service, and to the perpetual
exclusion of the French from his armies and dominions.”
Before preferring these demands, he first, however,
deemed it politic to place the armies in a posture for
action ; and to take measures for lessening the chanees of
evil, as well as improving the chances of good, at the
hands of the Nizam and the Mahrattas. The month of
November had thus arrived before he wes ready to make
his first communication. But, at that time the French
had invaded t, which appeared to increase the dan-
gers of the English dominion in Indin; on the other
hand, the military preparations of the English were
advancing to maturity on a great scale, the French party
at Hyderabad was destroyed, the resources of the Nizam’s
country were, by the late axrangement, placed at the dis-
posal of the Company's servants, and the English now
had power to enforce whatever demands they might think
proper to advance, The Governor-General, therefore,
resolved not to content himself with the terms which,
without having communicated them, he would have

! Bed the papera relating to East India Affairs, printed by order of the House
of Commons In the year 1800,

2 Kon-aequal with 4 nts iz not aqill{vnlml. to. non-existence.
Lard Mornington's views, in lis p i plan of ilate attack, were de-
failed by hhm to the anthorities fn Yngland, His mnin object was to cumpel
Th;gw o cede his territories in Malabar, o a8 to cut off his canmunication
With the sen-coast and the Frencl ; to exact from him indemnification for tha
&:?m of the armament, and to insist upan bis reeeiving an English Resldent
at hlseapital, - Lotter to Dundas. Despatehes, 1. 82, To thess terma he still
adhoved when the prospect of Iostilities b more imminent, ss isnoticed
in the text, and jt is Justly sdmitted that they were not extravagant.—W,
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cient for all necessary purposes before. If, BOO
' h the real ground of the war was not the love of cuar. vun
| conquest, which was so fervently disclaimed, but the
chance of danger from the power of Tippoo, as was the
grand pretence, the new degree of security which had
accrued to the Company was a reason; not for war, but
‘ Peace, The additional chance of invasion, by the presence 5
! In Egypt of the French, presented, as far as it went,

AF
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8 demand for additional security. But that chance was to -
be weighed, and its value ascertained. Except to an eye
- Surrounded by the mists of ignorance or passion, which
Eaw its object hideously enlarged, if could not appear to
‘ be great. Besides, as the British government would not
- long remain without a grand effort to expel the enemy
‘ from Egypt, the Company might have quietly rested on
' ifs guard, without incurring the mischievous expenditure,
- not to speak of any more of tho detestable consequences
» of actual war, at least for a little time, till they nnderstood
' what was the rbsult of the measures adopted against the
invaders of Egypt, and whether a few months would not
set India free from any danger on account of the French,
However, the terms, beyond which the Governor-General
~ did not think as yet of proceeding, were not extravagant.
Besides the conditions first meditated, he meant to de-
| mand the cession of Canara, a maritime province on the
 Western coast; which appeared to facilitate the communi-
cation of Tippoo with the French; but to allow him an
equivalent in some other quarter distant from the coast.
This; then, in the opinion of the Governor-General, who
now felt himself in a condition to enforce any demand,
and whose apprehension from French invasion, and the
rooted emmiby of Tippoo, was then at its height, was all
the security, as against Tippoo, which the British interests
really required. 1f nothing followed to create occasion for
more security, every addition which was made to the
sacrifices exacted of the hated foe, was made either in the
spirit of revenge, or from the love of conquest; for no
other solution remains. .

The Governor-General professes, and with all the marks
of sincerity, his expectation to have been, that Tippoo,
overawed Ly the discomfiture of the French fleet in
Egypt, by the ascondancy of the English at Hyderabad,
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. the strength of the English army, and an English fleet. on

the coast of Malabar, would accede to the terms which he

meant to propose, and that the calamities of war might |

gtill be avoided. For the purpose of accelerating mea-
sures, whether of a pacific or hostile description, he
thought it expedient to be near the scene, and in a letter
dated the 10th of December, acquainted the Sultan with
his intention of repairing shortly to Madras. He arrived
on the 31st of the same month, and found waiting for him
an answer from Tippoo.

In the lefter of the Sultan, the expressions were not
less pacific than those of the Governor-General. He de-
clares the highest satisfaction at the naval victory gained
on the coast of Egypt by the English over the French;
the former ¢f whom he describes as possessing almosb
every virtue, the latter every vice. The charge which
had been urged by the, Governor-General, of soliciting &

i

hostile connexion with the French, he endeavours to

answer thus ; “ In this Sircar (state) there is a mercantile
tribe, who employ themselves in trading by sea and land.
Their agents purchased a two-masted vessel, and having
loaded her with rice, departed with a view to traffie. It
happened that she went to the Mauritius, from whence
forty persons, French, and of & dark colour, of whom ten
or twelve were artificers, and the rest servants, came here
in search of employment. Such as chose to take service
were enterfained, and the remainder departed beyond the
confines of this Sircar: and the French, who are full of
vice and deceit, have perhaps taken advantage of the de-
parture of the ship fo put about reports with the view to
ruffle the minds of both Sircars”” He then made protes-
tation of his earnest desire to preserve and to strengthen
the bands of peace between himself and the Company ;
described his own occupations as all in the highest degree
pacific; and added, “In this case, the allusion to war in
your friendly letter, and the following passage, namely,
that prudence required that both the Company and their
allies should adopt certain measures of precaution and self-
defence, liave given me the greatest surprise” Ag the
Propogition of sending to him a deputy, and opening a
negotintion, appeared to imply, that new sacrifices wero
to be exacted of liim, he appealed to the existing treaty,



Q0’S LETTER DEEMED EVASIVE. (S‘[T I

dilig the proper and adequate adjustment of the BOOK VI
rightsand interests of the contracting parties; and said, cHaP. vOL.
“T cannot imagine that means more efectual than these -
can be adopted, for giving stability to the foundations of 1799,
friendship and harmony, promoting the security of states,
or the welfare and advantage of all parties”! This letter
the Governor-General regarded as marked by prevarication
and falsehood, in respect to his intercourse with the
French ; and by criminal evasion, in regard to the mode-
tate and amicable proposition for opening a negotiation.
He replied, accordingly, by a letter, dated the 9th of
January, 1799, in which he described the embassy to the
Isle of France ; and explicitly declared, that the new en-
gagements into which he affirmed that Tippoo had thus
entered with the enemies of the allies, required a new
arrangement for their security. He recommended that
only one day should be taken to reply to this letter; in-
timaling that dangerous consequences might result from
a greater delay.* That time might not be wanting for the
campaign before the commencement of the rains, was the
motive which impelled the Governor-General to hasten;
and, beside the established practice, and inveterate habits
of Oriental courts, the same circumstance afforded astrong
motive to the Sultan to make use of every expedient for
delay.

The end of January approached, and an answer from
the Sultan had not yet arrived. This was interpreted
contempt and obstinacy. It is even assigned. as proof of
Hore determined enmity than was previously supposed.
The army was now irresistible, “On these grounds” says
the Goveornor-General, “towards the close of the month of
January, 1799, my intention was to have required from
Tippoo Sultaun, in addition to the terms already stated,
the payment of a considerable sum of money, as an in-
demnification for the expense to which his hostile and
treacherous conduet had subjected the allies?

W

! Prin ut supra, No. B, inclosure, No. 4.

2 Ibid.“g‘]u});f-r;i De.e‘;’mtchua. 1,894, 1t is essential toramark, that the
Only topic on which an diate reply 13 insisted ou is Tippoo's consent to
Tecelve the English envoy.—W. &

* Letter from the Governor-General to the Court of Directors, dated §rd
A % 1799, ut eupea.—3. On the 16th of January & letter was addressed
by Lord Mornington to Tippoo Sultan, frwarding to him one from the Em-
Peror of Turkey, * warning the Sultan agninset & connexion with the French,
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¢ Before the 3rd of February, Lord Mornington received
v vur. intelligence that Tippoo had had prepared two native

vakeels, who, together with one of the French officers who
had lately arrived from the Isle of France, were waiting
at Tranquebar, to embark on a mission to the Execeutive
Directory of France. This cannot be regarded as a very
extraordinary proceeding in a prince who knew that a vast
army had been levied against him before any complainb
had been preferred, or so much as an explanation asked,
of his conduct ; and might by himself have been repre-
sented, with surely not less plausibility than, by the Eng-

lish, their preparations for attack, as a proceeding purely

defensive, and imperiously called for by the dangers with
which he was conspicuously threatened! At this time,
however, the Governor-General determined to suspend all
negotiation, until the united forces of the Company and
their allies should, to use his own espressions, “hayve made
such an impression on the territories of Mysors, as might
give full effect to our just representations? 2

On the 8rd of February, his Lordship despatched his
commands to General Haris, to enter the territory of
Mysore, with the army which had been assembled ab
Velore, and to General Stuart to co-operate with the Bom-
bay army from Malabar; while at the same time he gave
intimation to the allied courts, and the British admiral
on the coast, that he now considered the Company as ab
war with Tippoo Sultan.

Another addition was now made to the severity of the
terms. From this time nothing less was o be exacted of
the Sultan, than & cession of his maritime Provinees in
perpetuity to the English; an equal territory on their

and exhorting him to revounce all intercoumse with them,” offering also the
medintion of the Porte in case of any disagreement between Tippeo and' the
English. Lord Mornington again urged upon Tippoo the reception of an am-
bassador * who will be empowered to concinde the definite arrangement of all
differences” between the Saitan and the allies. The condition of an mnswer
tiierefore ** in ane day,” had not been insisted on. In faet, the proposition t0
sond an ambassador bad been thrice repested, and as nosnswer had arrived by
the 8rd of Febraary, the objects of the Sultan could not bemisunderstood, 1t
was aapressly in nmldfsi!on of this pelicy, and with 4 view 10 defeat if, that
Ehe (}:ivn\r‘{mr-(mnnrnl directed the first movements to be made, Despatchies,

"V 1 was ut any rate & proof that he sought to repel those dangery by force
not avert thom by conclliation.—W. 3
¥ Latlor, 20th Murob, 1759, ut supra.
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of rupses. But, in the second place, if any decisive ad-
vantage should be obtained in the field, or the war should
be advanced to the opening of the batteries upon Seringa-
patam, the General was not to content himself with
less than the cession of one whole half of the territories
of which the Sultan was in possession at the commence-
ment of the war, the relinquishment of all claim to any
of the places on the frontiers of the Company and their
allies, about which there was any dispute, and the pay-
ment of two crores of sicca rupees. The dismission of
all Europeans belonging to any country at war with the
English, the renunciation of all connexion with the French,
an engagement never to retain any individual of that
nation in his service, or even to permit him to reside
within his dominions, to receive at his court a permanent
ambassador from each of the allies, to keep with each of
them an ambassador of his own,and to give up certain
forts and hostages as security for the execution of the
treaty : these were articles common to this, with the
former catalogue of terms.!

On the 13th of February, the Governor-General received
& lebter from Tippoo, in which, after acknowledging the
Teceipt of his letters, he desives, as he is going upon a
hunting excursion, in which he frequently indulged, that
he would send the deputy (about whom his friendly pen
hﬂ»q repeatedly written), slightly attended. This ocousent,
Which was sufficiently cold and ungracious, the Governor-
General describes, as reluctant and insidious ; and he
auswered it by referring him to General Harris, to whom
all his communications were now to be addressed. This
Answer was even transmitted through that General, who
had orders to forward if. to the Sultan on the same day on
Which the army should pass the frontien,

The army, now assembled at Velore, exceeded 20,000
men, whereof 2635 were cavalry, and 4381 Europeans: it
Was joined, beforc the commencement of its march, by
the whole of the British detachment serving with the

igam, 6500 strong, by almost an equal number of the

! Inclosures A, and B. of the Govi-Gen.'s Letter to the Commanderin.
Chiet, dated 220d .;Tnua.r)’. 1790, —M. See'also Despatches, i. 454.—W,

1799.

Arontiersto each of the allies, amounting to about BOOK VI
1 part of his dominions, and a crore and a half swar. viit.
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""_;)éimm‘s infantry, including a portion of Sepoys lately

1. commanded by the French, but now by British officers,
and a large body of cavalry ; “an army,” than which, says
the Governor-General, one “more completely appointed,
more amply and liberally supplied in every department,
or more perfect in its discipline, and in the acknowledged
experience, ability, and zeal of its officers, never took the
field in India.” The army of the western coast, equal in
excellence, assembled at Cananore, under General Stuart,
amounted to 6420 fighting men, of whom 1617 were
Europeans : and a force, described as considerable, but of
which the amount is not specified, under Colonels Read
and Brown, were to join or co-operate with the Com-
mander-in-Chief from the southern districts of the Car-
natic and Lﬁysol‘e. All this was directed against the
chieftain of Mysore, who, six years before, was stripped of
one half of his dominions; and left in possession of a
territory yielding a revenue of little more than a crore of
rupees, or one million sterling ; while the revenue of the
Anglo-Indian government alone, without speaking of that
of its ally, exceeded nine millions. 'What & mass of talent
the petty prince of a petty country must have been sup-
posed to possess | !

The army of Bombay, under the command of General
Stuart, marched from Cananore on the 21st of February ;
it arrived at the head of the Poodicherrum (Ghaut on the
25th of the same month ; and took post at Seedapore and
Seedasere, on the 2nd of March, where it hoth protected
the large supplies which had been collected in the district
of Coorg, and could readily communicate with the main
army as it approached to Seringapatam. General Harris
entered the Mysore territory on the 5th of March, and
commenced his operations by the reduction of several
forts upon the frontier; of which none made any con-
siderable resistance ; and some made no resistance at all.

At the time when the British General passed the

1 % The victories of the Marquis Cornwallis (zays Col. Beatson, i. 47) had

reafly ficilituted any future plan of operation ajainst the power of Tippoo

dltmdn. By diminisling fde resources, and incremsing our owen, they had

prodiiced o twofold efféct,  And the extension of onr frontlor, by the addition

of the Byreamaul and Salem districts, and a thorough know!udgc- of the de-

prer of Seringapatem, and of the routes leading to that city, were considered
at 8 iiesttcnntiie 5l W
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T-frontier of Mysore, Tippoo was supposed to be BOOK VI
licamped in the vieinity of Madoor, and was expected to cmar, vim
tove in the direction of Bangalore, for the purpose of &
OPposing the progress of the army. Having succeeded in 1799
Talsing this expectation, he left his camp near Senapatam,
on the 28th of February, taking with him the principal
Part of his army; and on the morning of the 5th of
March, large encampment was observed by General
Stuart, forming between him and Periapatam, a town
about seven miles distant from Seedasere, On the morn-
ing of the 6th, little intelligence was yet obtained of the
amount of the enemy, or the meaning of their appear-
ance ; and General Hartley, the second in command, went
forward to reconnoitre. Frow his hill of observation, at
day-break, he perceived the whole of the hostile force in
Tuotion ; the country, however, was covered with jungle ;
the atmosphere was hazy, and it was impossible to judge
correctly either of their numbers or object. Between the
, hours of nine and ten, the enemy had penetrated with so
much secrecy and expedition through the jungle, that
they attacked the front and rear of the British advanced
DPosition at almost the same instant,

The nature of the country had induced General Stuart
to place the army in several divisions. Three native bat-
talions, under Colonel Montresor, were posted abt Seeda-

1 56xe, to which another battalion was added, after the appear-
alice of the enemy on the 5th: the main body of the army,
With the park and provisions, remained at Seedapore and

mootenar, the first eight miles, the lattor twelve, in rear
of the advanced position. General Hartley remained to
%id in repelling the attack, The best position of which

¢ circumstances admitted, was assumed ; and this body
of Sepoys, though completely surrounded, and contanding
ot only with a great disparity of numbers, but other un-
Avourable cireumstances, defended themselves with such
deterngined gallantry, that the Sultan’s troops were unable

. to break them. The General hastened forward with the
Test of the army, excepting the fourth corps, which, being
DPosted at some distance in the rear, was intercepted by a
Columy of the enemy, aud unable to join. _It was not till

i ~past two, h{)w{!ver, that he arrived in Slght of the divi-
Sion of the enemy which had penetrated to the rear, Tt
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T Avithstood and answered a brisk fire of musquetry, for
1. about half an hour; but then fled with precipitation

‘HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. ‘

through the jungles, to join the rest of the army to which
it belonged. The General now advanced to join Montresor
and his brave companions. The men had for more than
six hours been engaged with a superior enemy ; were spent
with fatigue; and their ammunition was almost exhausted:
The advance of the troops with the General was the signal
for the enemy to intermit the attack, which till this time
they had upheld in front; and at twenty minutes past
three they were retiring in all directions. General Stuarf
apprehending a return of the enemy, which might place
them in his rear, and perhaps in possession of the great
magazine of rice collected by the Coorg Raja,! deemed it
of more importance to concentrate his army at Seedaporé
than to maintain the position of Seedasere, which waé
chiefly useful, as the only spot from which the signal®
concerted between the two armies, could be observed. The
killed, wounded, and missing, according to the regimen
returns, in the British army, were only 143. The loss of :
the enemy was no doubt considerable. Tippoo remained
in his camp at Periapatam till the 11th, desiring, bub
afraid, to strike a second blow ; and arrived at Seringapd~
tam on the 14th, whence he hastened to meet the army
approaching from the east,

o little, in truth, did the Governor-General respect the
power of the Sultan, that the plan upon which he deter-
mined implied a confidence in the inability of that princé
to offer almost any obstruction to the army which was
gent to destroy him. It was planned, that it should nob
wait to reduce any of the intermediate forts between the
frontier and the capital of the Sultan, or to form a clear
line of communication, bub march directly upon Seringd
patam, and by a single blow terminate the contest.

The Giovernor-General, amid the talents for command
which he possessed in a very unusual degree, displayed two
qualities of primary importance: he has seldom heeg
surpassed in the skill with which he made choice of his
instruments : and having made choice of his instruments,

_. ! The Raja accompanied General Stuart, and was present with him in the
baitle ; whicl he described with vast admiration, in s letter to the Governor”
Gengral, queted by Col, Wilks,
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RED MARCH OF THE ENGLISH ARMY.

employed to accomplish. General Harris was not only in-
vested with unrestricted military powers, but was au-
thorized to exert all the civil authority which would have
.be_l°!lged to the Governor-General himself, in his situation,
_HIS mstructions embraced the two sets of terms, to which,
In fwo events, the Governor-General determined, upon the
arch of the army, to elevate his demands. And he was
further provided with a political and diplomatic commis-
sion. This was composed of the Honourable Colonel
Wellesloy, Lieutenant-Colonel Close, Lieutenant-Colonel
Agnew, and Captain Macaulay as their socretary. The
commission was not entitled to act, except in obedience to
the orders of the General!

The army was not ready to make its first united move-
ment on the enemy’s ground before the 9th of March;
within one day of the time which the Commander, in his
orders to General Stuart, had described, as the latest
moment at which he could with safety arrive at Seringa-
patam. The British army was overloaded with equip-
ments ! it carried an enormous train of battering cannon for
the siego of Seringapatam ; it required a prodigious mass of
Vehicles for the provisions and stores of a campaign to be car-
ried on without an open line of communication ; to all this
Wasadded the cumbrous baggage of the Nizam's army, a host
of brinjarries, and the innumerable followers of the camp.

0 sufficient measures were prepared for the orderly move-
ment of this vast, unwieldy machine. Colonel Wilks alleges
that such measures were impossible. Ifso; either this was
one of the most rash and hazardous expeditions that ever
Was undertaken; or the British leaders must have counted
Upon a wonderful inferiority, either of means or of under-
Standing, on the part of their foe. Assuredly, had an
Chemy, with any thing like an adequate force, employed
?ﬁ:ng,alf with any considerable degree of achv:nty :_u:u‘l skill,
in making war upon the movemegt of this dls(_}rderly
Iags, which it was by no means possible to cover with the
troops, it is hardly probable that he would 1ot have re-
tarded it til] the commencement of the rains; and so

Y Por a ful) aseonnt of the objects of the commisston. See Tetter to Gene-
Harris, 22pd Fob. 1799, Despatehes, i, 43.—W.

Is

e A i
> comintnicated to them, with full and unsparing hands, BOOK V1.
the powers which were necessary for the end they were cmar. virz.

1798.

.
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1. harassed the infantry, and worn out the cavalry, thata
cmar. vur great portion of the baggage, stores, and ammunition
——— would have fallen into his hands. The great thing to be
1789 dreaded, in marching at once to Seringapatam, without
. regard to the communication behind, was famine, This
evil was all but incurred; and nearly the whole of the
draught and’ carriage bullocks died, though the arrival of
the army was probably not retarded a single day by the

efforts of the enemy.

So great was the confusion, even on the first day's
march, that the ermy halted on the 11th, to see if a remedy
could in any degree be applied. It moved on the 12th, bub
with so little improvement, that it halted again on the 13tlt.

From Bangalore, within sight of which, now dismantled,
the army engamped on the 14th, there were three roads
by which it could march upon Seringapatam. The ex-
pectation of the enemy was, that the British would occupy
and repair Bangalore, form a line of communication in the
same manner as before, and advance by the middle and
shortest of the roads,

The confusion of the march was so great, that the Bri-
tish army halted a third time on the 15th ; and destroyed
as much of the mass of stores as it was supposed that by
any possibility the exigencios of the service would allow.
On the 18th, it again halted a fourth day ; and “the loss
of powder, shot, and other military stores, had already
been so considerable, as to excite some degres of alarm, ab

this early period of the campaign.”!

Of the roads leading to Seringapatam, the Southern, by
EKaunkanhully, was that selected for the advance of the
British army ; and so well had the design been disguised,
that while the forage on the expected route had been com-
pletely destroyed, it was still preserved upon this. No
memorable incident occurred from the time when the
army entered the Kaunkanhully route on the 16th, till it
reached the tanks at Achel, between Kaunkanhully and
Sultanpet. These tanks were of so much importance, that
“the destruction of them,” says Colonel Wilks, «in 1791,
had compelled Lord Cornwallis to make the longer march, |

the injurious effects of which, on his exhausted cattle, |

! These are the words of twao distinguished officers of the same army ; Boat~
san, ). 65, &nd Wilks, 1, 407. o



ACTION OF MALVILLY.

ibly and severely fe;lt during the remainder of B

Officer adds, “the consequences on this occasion would
have been still more injurious than those experienced ia
171> Tt was by the merest acoident, that this fatal
vent was prevented. A detachment sent forward on the
Nght of the 21st, arrived not ill the breaches were made
I the embankment, and were just in time to save the
total loss of the waters. )

When the Sultan, after his return frown the attack upon
General Stuart, left his ocapital to meot the advancing
army, he made his first movement on the middle road,
but heing soon made acquainted with its true direction,
he deviated by his right to Malvilly, and encamped on the
18th, at the Madoor river, where he was joined by the two
corps of his army, which had been left during his absence
to hang upon the British line. “The southern road,” says
Colonel Wilks, “from this river,to the point where Gieneral
Harris first entered it, presented numerous situations
where the advance of the British army.might have heen
obstructed, and at least materially delayed, by steady
f‘mops, without any risk of disaster to themselves,” What
1s more remarkable, Tippoo, as we are told by the same
high authority, “after examining and oceupying the finest
Imaginable position for opposing the passage of the river
in frent, and placing beyond it a strong corps to operate
ab the same time on his enemy's right flank, from very
@dvantageous ground, with an open rear and a secure retreat
from both positions, abandoned the intention of giving
battle on this ground ;” and determined to fight on ground,
about two miles from Malvilly, which, among other advan-
tages gratuitously bestowed on his enemy, gave them,
during the intended action, the most convenient cover for
their unwieldy impediments.”

The slow movement of the English brought them to the

oor river on the 24th, where they learned the particu-
lars of the march which had been made by the Sultan
Wpon (eneral Stuart; and on the evening of the 27th, on
8Pproaching the intended ground of encampment to the
Westward of Malvilly they espied the army of the Sultan,
at a few miles’ distance, drawn up on a height. As the
first grand ohject of the Cieneral was, to carry his equip-

I

aign.” Of a similar destruction, that intelligent ciar.vun
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- CHAP, VILL.

1799,

HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA(S‘I |

.. ments safo to the walls of Seringapatam, he determined

neither to seek nor avoid an action. The advanced piquets;
however, being attacked by the enemy, and more troops
being sent to their aid, a general action came on. The
British army under General Harris formed the right wing;
the Nizand’s army with the 33rd regiment, under Colonel
Wellesley, formed the left. On the right wing, which had
deployed into line, and begun to advance, an opening
between two brigades,. produced by the ground, tempted
the Sultan. He advanced in person with a body of cavalry;
till in the very act to charge. The effort was against the
Europeans ; coolly directed ; and executed with so much
spirit, that many of the horsemen fell on the bayonets.
But it produced not so much as a momentary disorder it
the ranks ; and the line advancing in such a manner as to
outflank the enemy’s left, his guns were soon after with-
drawn from the heights: The cushoons of the Sultan
faced Colonel Wellesloy with some steadiness, till within
sixty yards, when, the 33rd regiment quickening step, they
gave way ; and Colonel Floyd, seizing the critical moment,

“charged them with his cavalry, and destroyed them to &

man, The efficient state of the Sultan’s equipments, and

‘the deplorable state of the British, admitted not an idea

of pursuit. The loss of the English was sixty-nine men,
that of the Sultan, more than a thousand. & ,
Immediately after this injudicious affair, the Sultan
marched, with a design to place himself on the rear of Ge-
neral Harris, during the remainder of his march to
Seringapatam, But he expected him to advance on the
same road which had been taken by Lord Cornwallis in
1791, As it was anticipated that the forage on this road
would be completely destroyed, the project bad for some
time been contemplated of crossing the Cavery at Sosills,
about fifteen miles east of Seringapatam, if the ford, upon
examination, should appear to be practicable. The success
was complete, and the battering train, with the last of the
army, was over on the 30th, while the enemy was at &
distance, looking for them in a different direction. This
last disappeintment struck a damp to the heart of the
Sultan. Having received the whole of his principal officers,
“We have arrived,” said he, “at our last stage ; what 8
your determination{” #To die along with you,” was the
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o and his friends, that General Harris would not CHMAP.VIIL
make his attack on the southern side of the fort, but
would cross over into the island. The determination was,
o meet him on his route, and find either victory or death.
"E['l\e Sultan and his friends took a most affecting leave, as
if for the last time in this world, and all were bathed in
tears. Tt was easy for the Sultan, whose equipments were
in order, to anticipate the approach of the English. He
crossed at the ford of Arakerry, and took‘up the intended
position near the village of Chendgdl. It was not, how-
‘ever, the intention of the English General to cross into
the island ; end when, instead of pointing to the fords, he
made a circuit to the left, to avoid some inconvenient
‘marching, and reach the ground ocoupied by General
Abercromby in 1792, the Sultan, whose dispositions were
not calculated for such a movement, ventured not to make
opposition ; and the English army took up its ground for
the siege of the capital, on the 5th day of April, exactly one
month after it passed the enemy’s frontier; having advanced
at the rate of not seven miles a day on enemy’s ground, and
not five miles a day from the commencement of its march,

A new line of intrenchments had been constructed on
this side of the fort, which, reaching from the Dowlut
Baug to the eriapatam bridge, and within six or seven
hundred yards of the walls, avoided the fault of the
redoubts in 1702, distant too far to be supported by the
guns of the fort. Bebween these works and the river, the
infantry of Tippoo was now encamped. To save the Bri-
tish camip from annoyance, and advance some posts, an
attack was ordered the same evening under Colousls
Wellesley and Shaw, on the part of the enemy, oceupying a
water-course in front. 1t failed, not without loss® But

1 Wilks, 1. 414,

2 This affeir, of no greal importance at the time, had risen Into some inte -
Test Ly circumstances said to have been connected with it, and the oelalirity of
the first-named of the officers employed. As stated by Col. Gurwood, It wis
thug:  Both divisions marched o little after sunset. The duckness of the
night was very unfavourable to their advance, Col. Shawe sslzed a ruined vil-
lage within forty yards of the aqueduet, Colonel Wellesley, slvancing at tiye
#une thue with one wing of the 33vd regiment to attack the Tape, was, upon
entering it, assailed on every side by & hot fire of musquetry au.fm;_]w;,' This

; , Joimed to the extreme darkness of the night, the badness of tha
ground, and e uncortainty of the enemy’s position, were ind ts to
conflne the opetstions to the object of cansing & diversion to Col, Shaw's at

tack, and to postpone any furthier attempt until & mors favouratle sppor
should oceur. patches of the Duke of Wellington, [, 23, Gcﬂgw‘“ﬁ‘j;{

1799.
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V1, next morning a force was sent, which the party of the
cuAr. viL eneray could not resist; and strong advanced posts were

established within 1800 yards of the fort, with their left
on the river, and their right on Sultanpet.

On the 6th, General Floyd, with four regiments of ca-
valry, and the greater part of the left wing of the army,
marched for the purpose of bringing on General Stuart ; &
proceeding, which the cavalry and part of the infantry of
the Sultan marched at the same time to impede, The
Junction was made on the 14th; the active and well-
conducted exertions of the Sultan’s cavalry having pro-
duced no other effect than the necessity of a little more
caution, and a little more time. And on the next day the
Bombay army, having crossed the river to the north, oc-
oupied & gropud in continuation of the line of General
Harris, with a view particularly to the enfilade both of
the face to be attacked, and the exterior trenches,

On the 9th, Tippoo, who had not before made any
ausyeer to the letter of the Governor-General, forwarded
to him when the army crossed his frontier, sent to Ge-
neral Harrig a letter, of which the following is a transla-
tion: g

“The Governor-General, Lord Mornington, Bahauder,
sent me a lotter, copy of which is enclosed: you will
understand it. I have adhered firmly to treaties : whab
then is the meaning of the advance of the English armies,
and the occurrence of hostilities ? Inform me—What
need I say more}”

The British commander replied in the following terms:
“10th April, 1799.
“Your letter, enclosing copies of the Governor-Gene

ral's letter, has been received. For the advance of the
English and allied armies, and for the actual hostilities,
I refer you to the several letters of the Governor-

1799,

¥¥'s account, from his private diary, runs thos: 6th April.—Remained ynder
KTeat anxioty wntll near twelve at night, from the fear our troops had fired on
S%h other. Near twolve, Col. Wellesloy came to my tent, In a good deal of
ﬁ’“ﬂwu Lo say that he had not carried the Tope. 1t proved that the gand,
th which be attacked, got into confusion, and eould not be formed, which
Tarn FreA pity, us it nlust te partioularly unpleasant to him.  Life of 1ol
mfml“; 295, _On the following day the a:t;:\t Bpan the 'l‘om:i wl:slmmﬂ-
command of Col, Well and t Wwas carrip ess than

bWenty minutes, inid, g0, g e



IONS AGAINST SERINGAPATAM.

On the 16th was made an alarming discovery. The
[ General, in his letter to Lord Mornington, dated the 18th,

Says: “On measuring the bags, to ascertain what rice they
really contained, they were found so much diminished by
loss or fraud, that eighteen days’ provision, for the fighting
men, at half allowance, is all that remains in camp. Our
supplies must, therefore, arrive before the 6th of May, to
54ve us from extreme distress” !

On the 17th, operations of considerable importance,
less diffienlt because simultaneous, were accomplished
on both sides of the river. The enemy were disl
from & ground commanding that which was intended for
the approaches and batteries of General Stuart ; the troops
Wore established under a good cover within 1000 yards of
the western angle of the fort ; and while the enemy's
attention was engaged with these operations, the bed of a
Wwater-course was seized on the southern side, which
formed a parallel at an equal distance from the fort.

The state of the grain constituted now an object of the
greatest solicitude, and every thing was to be done for the
Purpose of hastening the arrival of the two corps, which
Were expected to bring a supply from Coimbetore and

ahl.  To conduct them, General Floyd marched on
the 19th toward the Caveriporam pass, with the whole of
the regular cavalry, the whole of Nizam Ali's cavalry, and
and a brigade of infantry, followed by all the brinjarries,
and all the superfluous followers of the camp.

The 20th produced several events. A battery opened
from the northern bank on the enfilade of the southe
western face, and of the enemy’s intrenchment on the
southern side of the river The enemy were dislodged

! In the Diary of General Harrls the cf are thos T d
* 16th. T wm sorry to add, that this day, on measuring our rice, to ascertain
the exact quantity in store, we discovered, that, from loss or frandl, the
Were 50 extremely deficlent, that only elghtesn d.n;a' rice, at half allowance,

in camp for the Aghting men. Unless Col. Reade's supplies arrive before the
Gth of May, the army will be withont provision. There s plenty in the Coor,
country, but we havé no means to convey or escort it hither ; but 1 hope to be
in Seringapatam beforo the end of the month,  Life of Lovd Harris, 315, Tha
B T on g Vbkouch e puske crorg
low, n‘;"p:?.?n? ;r;:'.“f.? thggrlng' wonld only have lasted 1i1] the 7th, hat
een aa’

B quantity sufficlont to jnst B s loniger, was discovered in the posses.
slon of déalars whlo had brought it on for sale. "Life of Munro, 1. 19,

L,

ich are sufficiently explanatory on the sub- BOOK VL
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