CHAPTER V

_".Inﬂuence of the Cinema on Imimn Life and Thoupht—-— The_
| Amnierican Stranglehuld-——lncxtcment to Crimes of leenou R

- dumping ground of the sensational type of ﬁlm

s A l % OR a number of years past, India has been thef |

by American film producers,

" Their endeavour has been to get rid of then- less

| valuable and desirable pictures to inexperienced exs .

‘hibitors, for sereening before audiences which consnsb.

i wvery largely of wholly illiterate people.

The effort has, on the whole, been very ﬁ;uccessful
From the commercial point of view these film producers =

" have done very well indeed. Of course they care nothing

_ for the evil influence which such films have upon those

- who see them. The American producer is a cute business

) | man, out for profit only, and, encountering little or no com-
 petition on the Indian market, has been able successfully =

to dump his rubbish on an easy and profitable market.
Unfortunately he is not the only one who believes thai'

" anything is good enough for the Kast. In reality no

. greater fallacy exists, and the effect of screened pictorial
" lies has already done much damage, and continues to
exert a really disastrous influence on Brmsh prestige in
our Eastern Emplre

But who in England really cares ? Press and public |

alike appear indifferent to this aspect of the film problem.
Indna is so remote ; we at home are not interested. :
' Yet these f01e1gn films are only too often a direct ins
centive to lawlessness. Dacoity (robbery with violence)
committed with the aid of motor-cars has of late years
been introduced into India. Is this to be wondered at
‘when the American film has shown, most thoroughly, how
simply and easily the thing can be done ? Bands of
60
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i :_-;-;la,wless Indmns now haunt fhe great cities zmd cumm:t Bt
| robbery with violence, using American cars and American

| firearms in the manner lllurstratod so clearly in Amencan_' T Skl

| productzons.

There are also other types of hlms no less Ob.lcctign ible L i

: fromthe standpoint of all huropems in Indla., both ofﬁcml ;

. and non-official. For some time I was engaged in cengor-

| ing films for Government in Bengal and in the course of

my work saw many thoroughly vicious films, some merely.
_mdecent, a few wholly vnnatural.
Such were, of course, immediately banned, but as each

. province in India has its own censoring authority it is

i auite pmexble for a film which would be banned by a
. striet censor in one province to pass the less particulur
. eensor of another. !
~ As an instance of the ignorance, or callous mentality,
. of some producers, I will give a brief deseription of one
 film which was imported into Bengal and produced before
| /me in the usual way, with the request for a certificate
authorizing its sereening. B
o In this film was depicted the daring theft of a baby~

* givl by a gorilla. The hideous animal carries off the child
_into a near-by jungle, leaving its parents distracted.

. The mother goes out of her mind, and the father vows

vengeance on all monkeys, declaring that he will shoot

i ew,ry one he sees in the future. I

In the latter part of the film is shown the arrival of
a curious type of individual, which turns out to be the
' _oﬂbprmg of the gorilla and the child whom he had carried
off years previously. ;
- Now, this subject is horrible and unnatural enough in
a’ll conscience to show even to European audiences ; how
much worse to try to sereen such a story before Indian
- audiences who still have some respect left for Europeans,
~and who hold the monkey in veneration and are for-
bidden by their religion from killing sueh animals in any
! elrcmnsl:a.nces !
' Needless to relate, this film was banned mlmedlatcly.



ljtheugh the 1mparter was far fmm pleased I-Ie E.howed .

. 'me a written report from his New York agent stating

| that the film in question was suitable in every respect

. for screening in the Xast. Ignorance, combined with i
- ecarelessness, some would call it ; I consider such Actmn S

4 nothlng short of eriminal negllgence

o It is diffieult to conceive the mentality of a producel'
.who accepts and screens such a plot to start with, let . =
alone to imagine the mind of the agent who sends such '.

it 8 picture to be screened in India, of all places.

To realize the importance of this question of the

domination of the film business in the Hast which
~ America undoubtedly exercises, it must be ﬂPPI‘eclated b

that illiterate Indians form the vast bulk of the popu-
Iation of the country. And by illiterate I do not mean |
they are unable to read and speak English ; 1 SPEak P
total inability to read and write their own, or any other, |

language. So it follows that they are quite incapable of

- reading those strangely worded captions which appear R T

with most films and purport to explain their meaning.

But if the Indian cannot read or write, there is nothmg fe

© the matter with his eyesight, and no reading leaves so j
strong an impression as is recorded by effective pwtorxa.l -
display.

Although the need for good British ﬁlms is only now _ A

being fully realized at home, the subjeet has agitated
‘European residents of India for very many years pabt‘
And the reasons are very strong ones.:

The cinema plays an important part in the lives of the
peoples of the East, and although I am here referring
‘especially to India, it is none the less true of such
places as the Straits Settlements, Kgypt, Burma and
. Hong-Kong, where the prestige of Lumpcans mugt
. be upheld. |

In India to- day there are some two hundred cinemas
scattered throughout the, country, besides numerous

i travelling portable ph,ture.-shows, the owners of which

wander about screening pictures, in many cases certified



| objectionable character. Thus it is that literally millions
| ofilliterate people see films at regular intervals weck by
. aweek, year in and year out. o - ih

" The chief trouble comes about because those Indians

. sincerely believe that what they see on the sereen are
" not merely pictorial stories, but actual scenes taken from

* the daily lives of Europeans in their own countries and

Jibomes,. | R i)

il Neither can the Indian differentiate hetween a British
" and an American film, for the Eastern mind works
‘somewhat in this way : British people are Kuropeans; |

i Ruropeans are white people who speak English ; Ameri-

© cans also are white people who speak English ; therefore

| /Bnglish and Americans are one and the same.

. As I have mentioned elsewhere, the Indian eannot
understand the real meaning of * European,” The word
| £6 him means— a white person who speaks English,” '
It naturally follows from this way of reasoning that
the American film is also British, and this belief is
strengthened because the actors and actresses on the
films, their mode of life and clothing, are all very much

' alike. 'They are just sahibs and memsahibs, to the

. illiterate Indian.
' India to-day is surfeited with films depicting foolish
wives, faithless husbands, gorgeous interiors of palatial
. mansions, scenes of gross extravagance and lawlessness
- —all of American origin, but, according to the Indian’s
. way of thinking, undoubtedly British. i
. Nor is this misconception wholly confined to illiterate
Indians, for I was onece told, in all seriousness, by an
educated and clever Indian business man that he was )
eonvineed most women in England went to bed cach
_night in an intoxicated condition. When T denied this
e remarked ¢ ' -
“ But I know it is so, I see it so often on the films 1™
This filmed display of loose living, senscless luxury
and fabulous wealth, with which so many foreign films

Lcensor at all and which may quite likely'be of an



(i ',;_‘.‘f_ara saturated 13 domg a serwus, amount of harm_ 1
i _.'_'Brxtash prestige in India. I
' Remember that 95 per cent. of l‘he f' 1S shown tht.re

R e of American origin, the remaining fp per cent. bemg_-i,_'fl_
' made up of German, French, Ttalian anc British, as webi!
. as a few locally made pictures by Indians which are of

by barmless nature, and deal in t;he main w1th stomes o

. based on Eastern mythology. il
./ Europeans in India live in the midst of a populatmn..- '_
. composed of many different races and castes. Films

~ which could without serious objection be shown to
Western audiences are quite unsuitable for screeping

indiscriminately before mixed Fastern audiences.

Of course the existing censorship can, and does to a
. very great extent, prevent the worst type of film bemg
shown. But what the censorship is quite powerless to
prevent is the screening of a film merely because of =

the false atmosphere which permeates it. Foreign films
are naturally, and often deliberately, saturated w1th a
- foreign atmosphere. i

Displays of luxury and licentious living, flaunted bef ote -

large audiences whose minds are already only too full of
diseontent, the seeds of which have been sown there by
~ interested agitators agamst law and order, are harmful

in the extreme. It is fatuous to argue, as some still |

. try to do, that as long as there is liberty allowed the
vernacular Press to exaggerate and misrepresent facts, il
there should be equal liberty to s¢reen pictorial untruths

The illiterate Easterner has a very sharp eyv though he

may not be able to read.

You have only to wateh him at a cinema—as I so

often have done—to note how quickly he appreciates =

. what is being screened. His own women are purdah
. (veiled from the sight of other men}, yet for a few pence

* he con revel in pictures of scantily dressed Kuropean
women, and, in many foreign films, may watch them
become intoxicated also. bl

Is it therefore any wonder that the Indian nowadays



80 inelined ht(} ]ook upon Europeans as a hvmg" Sl

" sham? Hesees what is to all appearances the home of the
| average sahib and mem-sahib in l*mgla.nd and jumps to
. the conclusion that life in Fingland is rotten to the core.

Good British films are needed to correct this wrong

" impression. The Furopean audiences arc always asking

for plntu_res with an English atmosphere which will NS

"'_"'remind them of home. The Indians deserve to be

" shown the real thing : let them be taught something of

the simplicity and sanetity of the average English homea 3

s them see the beauties of our fair countryside, the

i cleanliness and order of our great citics and seaside

..:":::tawnb At present such pictures are confined to the

. altogether too short Topicpl Budgets. These news :

. pictures are most popular wth all classes in India, for
they show actual happemngb at home to the exile, and
. for him take first place in all programmes. |
. A great market exists in India, and the East generally,
 for good British films, At present it is, like England
itgelf, in the grip of the American octopus; but the re-
sults in India are infinitely worse than here. European
patrons of cinemas want British pictures, and importers
| are willing to show thera, provided they are good pictures,
' But they have not always been good, and the idea that
' anything is good enough to send to the East is still
i unexpluded in some quarters.
This is something the British film industry must hw:
down, for it is only by sending out the best and most

. up-to-date productions that home manufacturers ean

~hope to capture this very desirable trade. It is worse

 than useless to try to work off old stock and second-

. rate pictures on the Overseas market. And films must
be sold at a really competitive price, which will yet show

' 8 good profit to the exhibitor.

 The Kast has been sufficiently exploited by our rivals :
. let British companies now come forward with a first-
class proposition, and, though it will take time and cost
money, the result will be a gradual loosening of the grip
1



-'.'healthjk reactloh m favour of Bl'ltlbh standards m on
,____._'Eastern Empl.re. T R

Although pu‘hhc mterest is now much r'oncerned mth'---'

i f the ques*tlon of censoring films sent to India, little or . |

(i '__nothmg 15 known as to the means adopted there m._".*"
e Larrylng out such censorship. :
When the Government of India passcd the Lumma.ta- i)

i gra.ph Act of 1918 it was left to the various Provincial | |
. Governments to determine how the Act should he
. worked. Each individual province set about the mal;ter.- il
in a different way.
The Government of Ma.dras left the matter entlrely,

to the police to manage, whilst in Burma a Board of i

Censors worked in conjunction with the police, Very
~ little censoring has to be done in either of these two

. places, and the original arrangement still stands.

The Government of Bombay appointed a Board of |
Censors, which consisted of five representative citizens,
with the Commissioner of Police as Presldent and an
ex-officio member of the Board, o

A full-time officer, who combined the duties of becre- '-
tary and Chief Inspector of Films, was appointed, at a

salary of Rs1000 per month, rising in time to Rsi250 by '
annual increments of Rs50 per month. This gentlema.n._

was a Huropean and had as his assistants three Indians,
who acted as Assistant Inspectors of Films at salaries of
Rs800, TTSll]g by inerements of Rs50 to Rs500 per month,
All were given travelling expenses, and, with slight
‘modifications, this arrangement still stands. ¢

The method adopted by the Government of Bengal

was somewhat similar, save that the Act was worked

rather more economically, the work of censoring films
being left to one Europea,n Inspector at a salary of
Rs600 per month, rising by annual increments of Rs50
per month to Rs9%00. An allowance of Rs150, for the
upkcep of a motor-car, a.lso was madc.



he Bengal Board of Censors is presxded over by-.'i )

nmmlss;mner of Police for Lalcutta, one of: tho,’.;: iy

‘deputy commissioners acting as Secretary, both bmng“ ;

ew-oﬁcw members of the Board. The other members are i

| seven representative citizens of Calcutta, nominated by
. the Government of Bengal. All members of the Board,

'”'"'"'-mcludmg the President and Secretary, receive Rsl6

' "'.-"_'for each meeting of the Board which they attend, and j

' also on thoese rare oceasions when they deem it necessary |
Lo view a film themselves which has been adversely s
. reported on by the Inspector of Films.

- The endeavour all along has been to make the Censor- |

mg Department pay for itself out of the fees charged
. importers of films for the censoring and graunting of
| | eertificates.

| Unfortunately - (.vovernment 1ev1ed a dufy of 20 per.
“centy on all imported films only about a year or two
after the department really got going, and this additional |

levy on importers, coupled with the general trade slump,
‘hit the cinemas pretty heavily. A considerable falling

. off oceurred in the importation of films, the amount of

. censoring necessarily diminished, and the sums realized
in fees failed to meet the expenses of the department.

. This applied to both Bombay and Bengal. But once |
. again the two provinces tackled the problem in quite

. different ways. Bombay paid the deficit from public
. funds, while Bengal abolished the post of full-time
- Inspector of Films and appointed a part-time man, on

& salary of Rs250 per month, with no allowances, to
. 'do the work in his stead. Necessity for rigid economy

was very apparent at the time, and the Government of

. Bengal did not feel justified in applying public funds to
g 'support the censor’s department. s

| But the principle was wrong ; for the trade depressmn
g 'did not last for ever and the work of eensoring films is an

. important public service. The exhibitors objected, as
did the publie, for the new arrangement operated against

. their business. With the whole-time Inspector 1mporters
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f"’wcre able to hswe theu' films censored at any txmef m -
the day which guited them best, whereas with the new
' method they were called upon to show their films at an
. hour which suited the part-time man, who had, of course,
%o fit in the work with his other Government duties, =

' Loss of time in censoring topical films affects seriously

' their value, and there are many other instances, of which

b “eensoring is but one, which have shown the folly of

adopting a penny-wnse pound-foolish policy in Bengal.
If film censoring is necessary at all it should be most

| "c_arefully attended to. Both the India Office and the:
' Qovernment of India bave always laid great stress =

. on the importance of this work, It is not reasonable
to expect the censoring of films to be entirely self~

. supporting, nor is it wise to refuse a grant of public

‘money to support a very necessary public service.

It is high time that the whole subject of censorship in
India was reconsidered. The matter concerns India as a
whole and should not be left to Provincial Governments
to interpret as they think fit. All Boards of Censors
should be placed on an equal footing, both as rt,gards,
their constitution and the pay of inspectors.

Inspectors of films should be carefully chosen, and
 when appointed should be held directly responsible to
Government ; their pay should be sufficient to attract

' and hold the most suitable type of men, and their

“security of tenure should be as certain as that of any
other class of covenanted Government servants. At
present they hold office at the pleasure of the local
Board of Censors and have no security at all.

The present system of film censoring is bad for India.
1t is also a hardship to importers to have a film held up
and banned, at great loss to themselves, chicfly owing
tothei ignorance and carelessness of agents in the country
- of the film's origin.

Why should not Government Film Censors be stationed
in the countries where the films come from, or, if this
18 not practical, why should not there be at least a
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: 'Govemmmt censor in NPW York to see all Amerm:m ﬁlms e

. destined for India ? This would deal with 95 per cent,
il of the films imported into India, and certainly all the -
. most doubtful. The censor’s certificate granted in New s

" York would be necessary to allow of any film’s admission
to India. Without it the thing would he excluded Y B

~ undesirable. :
If this method was adopted all censormg of films

. for India would be of the same standard. The present
. system is unfair and unsafe, cumbersome, and expensive
| to work. Besides all this, it is largely ineffective, and

the cause of endless compla.mts by Europeans in India,
which find frequent expression in the columns of the

~ Press, and in resolutions passed by religious and soclal

bodies.

. Films of Indian manufacture are few and far between,
 For the present these could be censored by the police in
the place of origin,

. Sooner or later—and the sooner the better—it appears
to me that some drastic change must be made in the
«method of eensorship, for there can be little doubt that
' the prestige of Europeans who reside in India, and of the
British Government itself, is being slowly undermined

. by the pernicious influence of bad foreign films.




CHAPTEI{ VI

Ill} Statwns of Northem Indla——r-A. Trrp to Dmieelmg

it ’I‘he

it

'VERY Eu.rnpean in India hopes to make hohday i

{ 'at one or other of the hlll stations at some time =

bl A during his residence in the country. Some
mmmge to go every year, and almost all. contnve to i

i :’V"lsﬁ: the Hills on at least one oceasion. Jl

' Simla is perhaps the best known of all the hill statmmi-" Al

el of Northern India, It is here that the Central Govern- @

| 'ment spend the hot weather, pending the compl’ction”of:_ el

. the new Delhi, where millions of pounds are being spent .
| /in‘a great official headquarters., It is a city in itselfy

' "and one of the principal excuses for the expenditure isa =

. praiseworthy attempt to keep Government officials at

| work in the Plains under the best possible conditions

. that skilled architects and builders can contrive, It is

. intended that the expensive exodus to Smﬂa. wﬂl in U

1 future years be avoided altogether. |

' Darjeeling is another very popular hill statlon, a.ndi

| during the hot weather in Caleutta the Government of

| Bengal invariably go there, while the Assam Government

i make their headquarters at Shillong, & charmmg qpot

(U in the Himalayan foothills. ;

. But Mussoorie ig perhaps the most generally popu]ar'-

.of all hill resorts, although for Furoveans who live

in Bengzﬂ the journey is a long and tedious one. In

| Mussoorie alone, of all hill stations in Northern India,

. ean visitors enjoy their pleasures outside the orbit of

. officialdom. No Government summers there, Uamndi e
. Mussoorie is therefore not taken possession of by

Government officials as such. o

. Btill, Darjeeling remains the most accessible of all (o
:.-stntmns to the ma.;;omty of non-official Europeans. Yeag oo

: ; 70




-."notmthstan-:img fhe anmml thI'y Qeu

| shall give you my own experience of Darjeeling. Tt will

. f-:-'idepa.rted glorles, the reported bad cooking and dis-
,fcomfort of its hotels, and the lack of sufficient centres | .
of attractmn. You speak of a place as you find it,and I | 1

| gerve to give people at home a very fair idea of the Hilly s

| in general, and the sort of holiday which their friends in

| 'Eastern India will lrkelv be having during October, .

This annual holiday is to Bengal what the * Wakes 7

""'__,”'are to Lancashire. Holidays are great institutions in . =

| India, and in Bengal the puwjas, as this annual holiday is
| called, take up most of the month of October. Caleutta
0 g deserted by Europeans, for they take the opportunity,
"_afforded by almost complete suspension of business, to
' go on their annual vacation. Some go to Puri, a small
il seamde place quite near ; others take a river trip ; some

i /g0 on shooting expedltmm, but more go to Darjeeling !

than anyw here else.
* And one year I went too. Af ter the usual prehmmames,_

. which aveincidental to any journey, had been attended to, -

X found myself at Sealdah station and seated ecomf nrtftbly

ki in the Darjeeling Mail.

The afternoon sun was hot on the carriages, even at
5 p.m., and the train was very full. We were soon speed-
ing northward, enjoying a gorgeous sunset, reflected in

| | - great expanses of water spread over green ficlds of paddy
| (rice), the whole making a wonderful colour-scheme,

‘which set me at peace with the world, and kindled joyous

' anticipation for the holiday which had now commenced,

' 'The welcome eall to dinner gave me an opportunity

of seeing how quickly Indian servants could do things, |

L they were really so minded and handled in the right

way. The modus opemnda must for ever remain the
| secret of the Eastern Bengal Railway 3 all 1 can do i is
1t testify to the results in a plain recital of facts,

I have eaten in many a quick-lunch establishment

! .-.""m America, yet have never seen anything to equal
the speedy service rendered at that dmuer It was a.




" more or less empty plate thon it was whisked away and
& fresh course took its place. AL
| "_seated hlgher up the dmmg-car seemed to have sebthe |

.;-every table, and no sooner » was kmfe and fork lald bﬁ Al

Some fellow in a hurry

L ‘pace, It was quite useless trying to est at normal—or
it even double normal—speed. 1 tried it, and all I got for
my pains was to see that which was destined to be my

' portion left neglected on one side to get cold, in Whlch' ol

b - eondition I ultinately received it.

1 had hoped for an hour’s comfortahle dinner : ;in |

| reality it took about ten minutes to get through that
lightning meal. Yes, I know it was holiday time, and

. there was another 51tt1ng to be catered for, but there =
- was a long and weary journey of many hours’ duratmn i

‘ahead of us. .
I reckon that dinner lengthened my train gourney by_

fifty minutes. |
 Apart from this littie grouse I have not‘mng but praise

for the Eastern Bengal Railway. Such politeness and =
| efficiency as were accorded passengers have not their

equal anywhere else in India.
Although it was a crowded train it was not uncomfort- :

' able, and I found my name carefully inseribed on each

“seat I was to occupy at different stages of the 3oumey i
‘We had one change only—at midnight. o

At Siliguri there was a halt of sufficient duration to i

" enable passengers to partake of a substantial breakfast,

. Then those of us who had so arranged beforehand

transferred ourselves and our hand-baggage to the little
 rail motor, which holds just nine passengers, and, pro-
. ¢eeding well in advance of the ordinary mountain train,

started to climb the Himalayas in the most comfortable f

. way possible, AN
Siliguri lies at the foot of the hills ; ordmar}r gauge i
trains can go no farther, so here the Eastern Bengal i

Railway has its terminus,
The Darjeeling-Himalayan leway is a triumph of
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* solely to the perseverance of one man, who, alone of his |/ i
contemporaries, believed in its possibility, He made =

. the acquaintance of a sporting Marwari, who gave him
| finanecial backing—otherwise there would be no Dar]eehng
- as we know it to-day.

 Strange as it may seem, I did not feel the cold,
'thaugh conscious of the keen and pleasant air, until an

'-',j-engmecrmg 1 was told that its comtructwn was due '.. R

. altitude of 5000 feet was reached. Then clouds were

encountered ; we passed right through them, and I was

i glad of the greatcoat I had brought with me.

 This journey up the precipitous mountain-side was
a progress through woodland scenery so beautiful as to

| bafile description, It must be seen to be appreciated =

adequately. We looked down from the little rail motor
a8 one does from an aeroplane; it was really most
difficult to realize that I was on ierra firma at all. Great
(clouds of grey and purple were above us and below,

' Every now and then, on glancing down, s break in the

elouds would reveal the earth, many miles awav—-—a.

‘least, such was my impression.

 As the car wound round the spiral rails we crossed

and recrossed our tracks many times, and ever at a

. higher altitude, At length we reached Ghoom, the
highest point, 7450 feet above sea-level. From there =

. the track descended slightly, and a farther run of half-
. an-hour on the level brought us to Darjeeling, the
- Queen of the Himalayas, a good hour and a half ahead

. of the mountain train.

I must on no account forget to mention Kurseong.
where we stopped for refreshments. Here I was re-
introduced to bread-and-butter—the real thing-—crisp,
 white, and with a tasty crust, on which the hill butter
was spread thick and yellow. After years of poor imita-
tions this appetizing combination gave me the first really
enjoyable meal X had eaten for many weary months.

My first glimpse of Darjeeling will not be easily
forgotten.



- Little houses wzth rcd covrugated rowfs were-

'_of azure blue,

| room, the verandah outside commaudmg a pru-elw s,s._'””

i fﬁ'_wew of the snoweapped hills.

But what a climb it was up from the s‘ratlon for one

Al 'accustomed to the flatness of the Plains, and a Ca]cutta.-_ da

* all up and down a great wooded hillside, W]:ute, sn0w~ o
. capped mountaing towered in the far dlstance, their |
-"ff"loftY Peaks ﬂoatmg on b1llowy waves of cloud ; whue

Al g othe hotel T found a hearty welcome nwa.ltmg me, f'il_ ..::,}r
Cand a cheery fire in the grate of my comfortable bed« .

_'-_dweller at that, who had walked barely a mile 4 weelk

- for months past! I found myself puffing and blowing |
. like a grampus within two minutes ; and by the time =

. I reached the hotel I was properly winded. . Ve
~ Of course one soon gets used to the hills, which is a.s'_ G
‘well, for Darjeeling is all hills ; yon are either going up

or down them all day long! This exercise in itsell makes

. the holiday worth while, for you are obliged to walk, o

unless you care to be taken for an invalid and go about

(i rickshaws continuousiy. To my mind this savoured
' too much of decrepit old age, and 1 a(,cordmgly 1f-ft i

' them alone.

Then of course there are the hill ponies. They are
usually patronized by people who have never ridden

anything before more frisky than a bicycle. Some of

' the scenes 1 witnessed were distinctly. comical, thuugh iy

' one nearly ended in a tragedy. i
Almost every visitor to Darjeeling joins the Club asa
' temporary member, for a more jolly or useful 1nst1tuhon
; 'could hardly be imagined. !
' The building itself is very compact, its rooms cosy,

iand its life ‘altogether dehghtful as amusement forms |
 its chief attraction. There are good tenuis courts, and

all members have a chance of playing—if they wait long

. enough. It took me back, in fancy, a pood many years
to find a roller-skating rink in full swing again. The .



e g ba,ll r@m 'a,i, the Club is umque in passessmg i

India.

-' a. sprmg floor-—the only one, I believe, of the kind in,
There are always plenty of dinner and after- =

| dinner dances going on at the Club) as well as at most i
Dl of the hotels. | B i e
T found the experience woll worth whllc to }rmxney i gy
MR .the five miles to Lebong on a race day, of which there
| were several during the ‘holidays. The ride itself is a i
|| 'wery pretty one, along a well-made road, with towering
| hills on the one side, from the banks of which hang long

- evergreens of great beauty, while on the other side

e .spreads a glorious expanse of valley, separa.tmg the mad i

| from the mountains in the far distance.
1 On arrival at Lebong I found a small saucer-like tmck YR
i ro:md which the little Bhutia ponies galloped, several

. laps to each race. They nearly always got away ina
. _bunch, and the fellow on the rails most frequently
' swon, pnless he turned giddy and was foreibly bumped.

~over the rails,  This happened on more than one

AR ;ovcasmn

| The jockeys are mogt]y hill boys, very youfhful and

up to all sorts of tricks. The oceasional. grownm man . & 8
\ who gets a mount has all his work cut out to equal the

youngsters. A few bookmakers stand up at these races, .
" and a small totalizator is operated in addition. But the

’"'..chances of making money at Lebong races wre small in
| the extreme. Horses and riders are understood best by
. the local inhabitants ; the casual visitor wmlld he well

advised to limit strictly his investments. ! |
There are several ways of getting to Lebong, perhaps

| the most favoured being that of & rickshaw. This jour-
' mey. especially the return trip, is a stiff one, and four
.. hefty men are none too many for the job of dragging the .
. heavy carriage and a couple of passengers. These bturdy b
. hill men earn every anna of the ten rupees charged Gy
| for the double journey, Many people go on ponies, and |
I'-_'-;many more walk by steep paths through the hills ; this




_ :_',13 a much shcvrter 1ourney rhau by mad and the chmb,._

back prov]des the greatest possible amount of ‘exercise

in the shortest pos,mble space of time tha.t I can recollect-ﬁ

: enjoymg

1 Mount Everest is yisible from Dar;;eelmg on a clea.r_'_{' N
i daY, but if you wish for the finest and most romantic
| view of the world’s greatest mountain, without beecoming

‘an actual mountaineer, you must go to Tiger Hill, and

arrive there by sunrise.
1 did not take the trip, being somewhat lazy and que- :

' satisfied for the time with the numerous distractions it

‘which Darjeeling provided. But an hotel acquaintanee

. of mine, an American who was touring the whole in-
'~ habited globe in the shortest possible space of time, was

. more energetic. He told our party at table one day' Nl

that he was determined to reach the top of Tiger Hill by :
. gunrise, and obtain the best view of the World’s hlghest:_:'_'_ o

mountain.
He was missing next day, but turned up the day a.fter '

 at dinner as usual, a sadder and wiser man,

It appeared that at 8 A.m. on a bitterly cold and mlsty e
' mormng he started out to acmmphsh the promised

journey. He travelled in what is known locally as a
“dandy.” Now a dandy is a sort of small canvas
bath strapped on top of two poles and carried on the

“shoulders of four stout hill men. It looks something

like a canoe, of the covered-in yariety ; it has frequently
been likened to a coffin, though in all probability it is

less comfortable. So you will see that the expedition

had nothing very festive or lively about its start, That

dandy must have looked partmularly gruesome Pt U

ghost-like in the mist at three o’clock in the morning.

The American, in deseribing his experiences, called =
it “‘the chair of torture.” He also *“guessed ’ it was
an invention which was handed down from the Spmmh' (S

Inquisition. A
Anyway, he was a good ;udge hayving spent six weary
hours therein on the outward journey, as the men wended



‘mists and the damp intense cold, which chilled him to .

. the marrow, he was borne, willy-nilly, on and still on. '-
' Turning back was out of the question ; on and still on

he went, frozen but undismayed, for ever buoyed

i up by the hope of the wondrous sight which awaited him

at the end of it all.

At last the summit of Tiger Hill was reached. The
“daylight broke. He saw clouds and clouds, and still more
clouds, but never a glimpse of Mount Fverest. '
. Disgusted and' disillusioned he returned wearily to
 Darjeeling, enduring once more the chair of torture,

it . and spent the next twenty-four hours in bed.

It was a piteous story, yet for the life of us we who
listened to it that dinner-time could not refrain from
‘seeing its humour. But the American could see nothing
- funny about it, and was thoroughly put out over the
‘whole business. Which, after all, was not to be wondered

‘at. Next day he was quite himself again ; but he never
again referred to Tiger Hill in our presence, and two days
later returned to Caleutta to continue his world tour.

. Should this story meet his eye I trust he will forgive the

humour I found in its recital and laugh with the rest of
us at what was, after all, a humorous incident once its
unpleasant actualities were over.
Had the morning been fine and clear a good view of
. the mountain would have been possible. But, even so,
I doubt whether the tedious journey is worth the sight
. afforded of the sun’s rays turning the snows to a rosy

~hue and glinting on the summit of Mount Everest,
. showing clear against the sky-line, far, for, away, '

I was afterwards told that the best way is to journey
at evening the four or five miles to Senchal, put up at the

. dak bungalow, and turn in after dinner, to be awakened

in time to complete the climb on foot by sunrise. Kven
so I was not ambitious to make the trip alone, believing

L tortuous wa.y up hﬂls, whm,h threw Lhe p%ﬁﬁ&ﬂg(—‘r on hm U
i .._-neck and then down steep inclines, which shot him back |
%o an upright position again. Through the clouds and



that 'leasant compa.n,y has a lot to .jdo th ‘the. ;o..:
every suceessful elimb of Tiger Hill. g Ak
i _;The blessmgs of Darjecling are numemus, &nd mclude‘_’-
' the total absence of mosquitoes and other winged pests.-'
. which inhabit the Plains. Thus I needed no mosqmta
L net to protect me at mght ; it was a treat to lie in bed
il snd sleep in a cool and refreshing manner again—some-
. thing I had well-nigh forgotten how to enjoy after years = .
' in Mesopotamia and Indian plains, How great was the =
. luxury of once more being sble to push my feet down |
1 quickly into cold sheets and enjoy the subsequenmt =
. reaction of grateful, glowing warmth. How welcome the |
complete absence of the teasing electric fan ; how cheery
i\ the open grate, with ity sweet-smelling wood five, Yhe.
/| dancing shadows bringing me dreams of home. Tt wass it
all very good, and very English, No wonder I re{,umed. o

. 'to the Plains feeling refreshed in mind and body. A e
A word or two about the people of the Hills, for thev
are worth a mention. It is a well-known fact that hill-
' people are more or less alike the world over ; alI hewe il
| similar traits and characteristics.
' In the Darjeeling district I was much 5t1‘uck bv' th'e'-"'l-
. similarity of the people to those who inhabit Kurdistan.,

. The same sturdy, strong men, self-reliant and fearless of

. aspect; the same method of carrying their burdens, ' '
suspended over the back from a strap supported from .
their forcheads ; thesame dark-haired, blue-eyed women

‘and children, often surprisingly handsome, cheery and

. happy, full of humour, are a welcome contrast to fhe e

' gloomy and sullen people of the Plains. ' Balis)
. There were Tibetans, Nepalese and some (:urkhfts,
. all with the Mongolian type of features. Some of the

. rickshaw men looked almost like Chinese, The women |
ave very picturesque, their native dress of bright colours
contrasting pleasantly w1th their long plaits ¢f coarse,' MR

. dark hair, N
-- Darjeeling is well worth a visit ; and to any mfendmg':. Rl

' tmveller«: to the Hills I advise their mkmg plenty of ;







CHAPTER VII
'mem 8 Llfe in India—Home and Scrvants» «Shoppmg——ﬂt)ccu-»'.
) putmn-——-E*cerclsemC}uldreanﬂk——The Butterﬂy Life

ROADLY speaking, European women in India

mmay be divided into two classes : those who are
Por have been married, and those who most =

! -:asauredly will marry. The old maid simply does not

exist, and the modern bachelor girl is content to refain
* her title only sufficiently long as 1s necessary to demon-

strate her prowess as a free agent ; she relinquishes her |« 1

title in a love set to the first worthy male challenger who
comes along, Doubles are on the whole more interesting

and much less fatiguing. Besides which one can flirt it
with a much greater sense of daring and diminishing =
responsibility, for husbands in India are notoriously .

considerate and understanding. [l

India may well be considered the happy hunting-
. ground of the single girl, for if she comes out reasonably
* fresh from England, is amiable, moderately pretty, witty,

-__éind not withal too wise, the odds are strongly in her
favour that just as soon as she wishes she will attain her =

heart’s desire. And the permanency of the joy will last

as long in India as in other places. It mostly depends i -.

‘on herself.

‘One hears on all sides a bemoaning because of the lnck,.._ i,
of paid domestic helps in the homes of England ; those |
Furopeans who live in India are envied their maiy

servants. The English bride will feel joyous at the

prospect of the numerous retainers who, in India, will be |

“at her beck and call. On her first arrival in the country

she may be somewhat overwhelmed at the number of |
her servants, and feel most important because of theix

apparent obsequiousness, They are the old and tried
80



3 il & n i
c{-ustomed to }us ways, and \s tthm reason c«mvy SNy
prett“y mut,h a,s they plea,se. But be under no ﬂlusmns g L

w1111ngness to minister to the want:- of thmr new mxstmm,;'

these old servants are none too pleased with the new

ity i"e‘glme. They are nervous of the mem-sahib, shy of being

. found out in those little failings of omission or commission,

. ‘which the sahib, through inability or mdlﬂercnce, was
~ glad enough to overlook. Also there was in those days
. but one to obey and serve ; now there are two. The
.mhab being out all day, probably using his home mercly-
" a8 a place wherein to sleep and store his possessions,

. meant long hours of leisure for his servants. Now the

\ mem-sahib will be at home a great deal, and will likely, '_ it

‘ab first at all events, busy herself mapevtmg the house

and its fittings, looking for dust and other signs of un-

 cleanliness which show up so clearly under the strong
* sunlight which on most days floods the house, And that

| kitehen, into which the sakib never under any possible

pretext set foot, will no longer be immune from inspec-

il tion.  Abdul and Mahomed sigh deeply in their beards ;. |

. as likely as not they must now look forward to lengthy = =
days of unremitting zeal and labour, their afternoon
. sleep severely curtailed, and the visits of relatives will

\; ' '-.'_-Ibe neither so lengthy nor so frequent as of yore.

But it is in the matter of the daily catering, to which

;__tha 'rer-.mkab will likely brmg a trained mind, that
,_Ithe servants have most nisgivings. The cook up till
. now has had full power, and has made convenient and

© luerative arrangements with vendors of food-stuffs in

the bazaar. Now, in all probability, the mem-sahib will
* wish to take the car and go shopping in the market

| herself. Or even if she dow not, she will at least keep
. eareful check on the stores and discourage the acquisition
. iof those many perquisites which the cook has come to

-,I-_.(:Onmder his rightful due. Truly, times have changed

. for the worse.

b




All thxs of course provided the new mlst‘ress takes:‘- ]

i 'i.hfe sufficiently seriously to look after household matters
| personally. If she does, her first few months may well

prove rather troub]esome, but in time matters will L

ot a.d]ust themselves and a state of open warfare will give

" vise to one of armed neutrality. And although the =
husband will be very loth to part with old and truqted' i )
| servants, he may find such action desirable if the course | 11

. of married life is to run smoothly. We take the line of

' least resistance in hot countries, and it is better to sack. i

| one 's servants than to live in an atmosphere of mantal_._ , |
'dlS(‘OI‘d should such an unhappv alternative prcseut._ i3
itself. )

. Women, when they come first to India, do not, as g
" rule, realize the distinctions of the various castes from
which their servants ave drawn ; neither do they vealize
that Indian servants will perform only those duties

which their individual caste restrictions permit. Let'
me illustrate this point by & true story. :

The newly wed wife of an officer arrived at a mlhtary S

station and had a number of servants placecd at her
 bungalow in the cantonment. One was an orderly, a high-

 caste Brahmin, who stood within the compound ready e

to carry letters and messages. One day the miem-sahib

gave an order to this servant, which the man refused to i
obey. The lady abused him, went off to her husband and

demanded punishment for the man, Ani mqmr) followed,
in which it transpired that the order given was to the
effect that this Brahmin was to go forthwith to the pig-

sty in the rear of the compound and gwe it a thorough-. !

cleansmg
1t is needless to say more to those of my readers wha

know India; but for the benefit of the uninitiated it is
well to cxplam that the servant’s caste forbade him to =

touch a pig in any circumstances, and as for cleaning

the sty, the mere idea was revolting and impossible!

Cleaning was no part of his duties. A low-caste man, L

known as the sweeper, is attached to every household on



available had he been sent for, but t;he newly arrived

s meme-sahib had lmagmed that any servant would do, at.ld-"' o

e ‘had ealled on the first one she saw.

Sty ' This story went the round of the station,and the lady /
-'I'had to put up with & good deal of chaff: her husband
~wag not so lucky, for he was sent for by his colonel, and

spent an unpleasant ten minutes defending the ignorance

i ~of his wife. Of course he should have told her about such

thmgs Perhaps he had. )
. It may be useful here to give a list of the various
| servants which are necessary to a household in India and

‘to indicate their duties, for many more servants are

| necessary than would be the case in Bngland. Not that

a multiplicity of domestics makes for efficiency, for often

el the whole lot of them will do no more work collectively
~than would one or two good English servants. But we

* have no choice in the matter,
The average small household in the Im:-,t must employ

hA: ‘& cook (bawourchee) and his mate, for the kitchen ; a valet

. (bearer), to attend to one’s clothes and person s a butler
- (khitmudgar), to wait at table and attend to drinks, ete. ;
a washerman (dhobie), for laundry-work ; a water-carrier
(bhisti), to feteh your bath water, and maybe your
drinking water too if you live in a place where water is
. mot laid on to the house, and a sweeper (mekitur), to do all
the most menial work. If you keep a horse or a, motor-
ear a groom (sais) will be necessary, and if you keep

. dogs, a boy (koota~wala) will be needed to clean and

exercise them. Should your bungalow boast a garden
. no one will tend it save an Indian gardener (malee), while
- the gate of your compound will quite likely be guarded
. by a watchman (durwan), who spends most of the day
~ doing nothing most industriously, and whose obese pro-
portions, scantily clad, rise from a trestle-bed to salute
you as you wander home late at night.

. X you are married, a maid-servant (ayak) is almost a -

' necessity, most assuredly if there are children. And, in

-;-OMINARY MAN'S mmA e

'i:mrpose to perform such meninl tasks ; no doubt he was




_houhes where no ¢ ctrlc':fans .operate, a4 punka-puller.
-'_‘(punfm-wallah) will sorely be needed pmbably two of
“them, for you will need 8 punlw duy and night in ﬁheg;...

i wash the plates and dishes for them.
At the lowest computation this small army of smrvants'

‘hot weather. I had almost forgotten the scullion
. (mushalchee), for no self-respectmg cook and his mate |
| will function properly in the kitchen without somecone ' '

| will cost you £18 to £20 & month in wages alone; but Lol

| actual money paid out is only a portion of your responsi:

' bilities. You are an adopted father and mother (ma-bap) o

i | to all your servants, whether you like it or whetheyr you
| do not, for the doctoring and care of them all, and of

. ' be your personal care. 4
| Most of the servants will be married. a.nd when babxes.

their numerous relatives and hangers-on, is assumed to-; o i

arrive, these are brought to you for inspection and tobe

received into the orbit of your beneficent influence. You
are constantly being asked to provide work, or at least |

which shelter behind your name and reputed influence and |

' to recommend for work, some one or other of the erowd |

,__'V'generoslty You are seldom free from verbal requests ::." il
and written petltmns, for your servants imagine you to |
be all-powerful, and expect you to be able to produce =

jobs as easily as a good conjurer produces rabbits out TR

. of an empty hat.
One of the dlsadVanmgcs of life in the Kast is the ’cot'xl £

he is always at your elbow or just outside the door.
Pasaage‘, are his hiding- and sleeping-places ; your kitchen

~ absence of personal privacy accorded you in your own
house. No room, no time, is sacred to the Indian servanty

is his'drawing-room, for there his relatives—and their
name is legion—come to visit him, to smoke their evil- (1
smelling tobaceo, to chew betel-nut, and to ga.bble- s

 incessantly.

Requests for leaye of absence are frequent ; the veal i

or supposed illness of relatives 1s the exeuse most
favoured, and bllbh leave is usua.lly taken by membexs i



estabhshmenf thh or mthcut your permmsmm‘l-..: |

_I_,ﬂnszdernble damage and annoy you by making endless
mlstakes during the tenure of his unwelcome visit. |

'bf: certain that his credentials are genuine. He carries
‘round with him a bundle of papers which are known as

the character and attainments of the holder, given him
. even when they are authentie one is never sure that these

| servants quite unblushingly exchange ‘* chits ”” with one |
.\ 'another, or even hire them for the oceasion. ik
S Iy Ceylon a system of Government registration it in
Wi foree which compels all servants to be registered and
carry a service-book containing the name and photograph

. of the owner. In this book are set down the reasons for

. discharge from previous sitnations, the wages paid and

. other useful details. Employers are bound to fill in such
_--"-""’;-_-:'."_'detmls when servants leave their employ, and it is also
7 illegal in Ceylon to employ & servant who fails to produce
| his registration-book. It would be well if this excellent
. system could be extended to all other Eastern countries,
1 and especially in Indm vould the idea be welcomed by

'Europcans.

¥ have said muech about qervantq because efficient
Ay sewants mean a great deal to European women in India,
1 if only for the unfailing interest which their sins and
| wvirtues evoke at any gathering of mem-sahibs, They will
. chat contentedly for hours on this fascinating topie
0 without any fear of brain-fag, while in fancy the shades
| of arevered end respectable South Kensington for a while
':.".”.,_'soften the brilliance of a too searching Indian sun. |
Wl Before Ieavmrr this subject I must pay tribute to the
e :'_Indla.n cook, IEWho is'a very marvel of resourcefulness. He
-.ican always be rehed upon to prowrle a good dmner for

vwhile a ‘mysterious * brother "’ turns up to earryon
-the duties of the absent one, and usually contrives todo 11

Tt is difficult when engaging an Indian servant m..-_

. “ ¢hits,” These purport to be expressions of opmmn o S |
' by former employers. Such are not always genuine, and |

| % chits ? refer to the individual who presents them, for '.



| any extra number of guests, at a ‘thoment's notice,.
FAR hke‘mse contrive to procure the requlslte a.ddlttonul'_--"f'_'___

He.

. amount of crockery and cutlery for an emergency. How
' he mansages it remains one of the inscrutable mysberies) il
‘of the East, One wst leaves it at that, questions being |

neither asked nor expected; though, should all the |

bungalows in the neighbourhood chance to be invaded by

ouests at the same time, an adequate cxplanatmn might it

' be forthcoming without any need of inquiry.

. Women feel the heat of India to a greater extent than

" do men. I think the reason for this is that men forget

their discomfort in the absorption of their daily work"j_r_:-'_

in the office or mill, while most women find the day long
and well-nigh unendurable in a temperature which =
' remains around 100° in the shade for months on end.
Having little to do, the average woman spends her time
during the hot weather in brooding over her physical

discomforts. Her life becomes a burden to herself and |

a trial to her friends; her temper frays, and her oft-
consulted mirror reveals fading charms, due not so much.
to the climate as to a discontented and unoecupied mind,

Women miss the work to which they were used in
England. In India much of the housework is taken out
of their hands, and rightly so; but nevertheless there is

‘much to be done in other directions, only it is s0 {'a.tally i
eaS} to drift, to become idle alike in brain and ﬁnger e

a languorous tropical atmosphere,

My advice to women whogo to India is to have a hobby,
and cultivate it assiduously. It may be needlework,
photography, writing, study, reading, or some other
. congenial light occupation; but whatever it is, make up
 your mind from the very start to set aside so many hours
every day to its pursuit. For preference select that un-
pleasant time between two and four-thirty each afternoon.
when the temptation to sleep creeps over one, Sleep
by all means if you are thin and wish to put on flesh,
although this is usually the very last thing which women
geck to acquire. Afternoon sleep is conducive to liver



m;wxsh to remain slim. I
. Adequate and regular exarc:se 19 most 1mp01*tant: |
; Luc,klly, tennis clubs abound in all parts of India and the

game is played extenmvely by both sexes. Some womers

i  play golf, but the game in India is much more popular i
. with men, Riding is excellent for those women who are

. able to indulge in the exercise, but in these days it is

o rarely that one can safford both horses a.nd & motor-r*a,r, |

I ! S0itis usually a motor-car.,
i And then of course there is danvmg, the exercise most
i favoured by women in general these days. But it isfoolish

to lirnit one’s exercise to the confines of a ballrvoom. CGet '

~ out into the open air early each morning before the sun
' has come to its full strength. A brisk walk with the dogs
- will do the mem-sahib a world of good, and if she can
induce her husband to go also so much the better. His
. liver will be certain to benefit from a shaking up early
4t dn,the day If it is only for an hour you will come back

. ready for a good tub and a change, which will give you

an appctlte for breakfast and a more healthy outlook on

the world in general and yourself in particular. |
' Shopping is a faseinating pastime to women the world

| over. India will prave no exception to the newcomer,

~although the Indian bazaars will pall in time when the
| first. glamour passes away. I believe the New Market
in Caleutta is about the lmgut bazaar in the eountry,
| thc:-ugh that of Bombay must run it close, in size and

. interest alike. Smaller bazaars up-country will be found

‘more typical of the East, for they are primitive and

. Oriental. In Calcutta, for instance, you will find the

. New Market a great covered single-storey structure,

' ‘spread over an area of several acres and crowded with
. small shops set close to one another. These shops are
. rented from the Caleutta mumcquhty, which administers

~ the New Market, and bri ing in considerable revenue to the

' authorities.

el . All the shopkeepers speak English, and from the

mavmd 11; as yeu would the pla.gue s]mul d



] you are p
'pens* notepapel _'hmks, bcent«, ::oap, and all kinds of other
hings, as you walk casually along. If you pause for
‘moment you are lost, for although you protest ever so
strongly that you need neither writing materials nor
.I_-Télﬁansmg articles, the importunate shopkeeper will not_'_
. take the slightest notice. e continues to extol his wares
|| and insists on quoting a price, stepping in front of you
and barring progress. To get rid of him you will say
. %Moo much money.” Promptly he will reduce the
[ iprice, maybe by as much as fifty per cent., and in your
. astonishment you will accept. Before you can change
. your mind he 'will pop the goods into the basket of the
. mearest ¢oolie, a small ecrowd of whom have been hanging
Yound ever since you entered the market, and you will |
. have paid up and pressed on, the coolie followmg Wlt,h'
your unwanted purchase. i
Y ou are now surrounded by a erowd of hangerbmn fmm R
the neighbouring shops. To judge by their suggestions =
it Is assumed that you possess nothing in the world save
| what you stand up in, for there is nothing too personal
for them to thrust on your abashed gaze. Corsets and
o lingerie are dangled in your course as you proceed slowly
. through the crowds which throng the market at most | '
~ hours of the day. On every side shrill eries endeavour to
attract your attention by proclaiming the excdlt,nce and |
cheapness of their vendors’ goods. A
- Beautiful soft shirts for the sahib !’ yells one, as heg_ e
_ﬂourmhes a misshapen garment beneath your very nose,
ot 8ilk stockings for the mem-sahib,” cries anothcr. '
; very cheap ; on this day and for you only R*»"
pair i
They look it, and you pass ﬂ.lon;.r without ylcldmg to the_ G
temptation. Your male escort is by this time becoming
~ ratherannoyed, andwishes himself well out of it, wondering
vaguely why he was overpersuaded into bringing you to
| this place, which he loathes with a truly masculine hatred,
He angrily tells the crowd to jow (go away),and thenearest




sxploration becanse of his impatience,

. covered with loathsome sores, is led up to you. . ‘He'is
| usually naked, save for & loin-cloth, and carries a B
. suspe nded from his neck by a eord, You grab hastily the

| news spreads like wild-fire ; you are now trapped at every |
i -ét}rnér by one of his class, for swvord has gone round that
L 8 new mem-sahib is in the market, one who is charitable
. and an casy prey. Your soul wilts within you and an un-
. aceustomed itching is apparent on your skin, so that you |
. wish yourself well out of it all, though pride and curiosity
S :-'1mpe1 you forward. And forward you go through section
. after section of the great market, where almogt any
. commodity can be bought, both eatable and uneatable.
| '_"'_.Ammals dead and hvmg are presented to your gaze ;
| there is tropical fruit in profusion—bananas, oranges,
| guavas, grapes, pomegranates, great piles of sticky dates
. and basketfuls of nuts, all piled up in great banks on
. either side of the alleyway down which you walk. The
. floor is sticky and sometimes slippery with firuit juice,
sl bana.na skins are on every side, inviting an inglorious fall,
and the air is faint with the odour of fruit and naked
. bodies. It is a queer mixture of filth and bea uty, typncal
. of the East. ;
| The heat is intense, and you long for a breath of fresh.
. air, but you are in a maze, and it takes a long time for a
« newecomer to find a way out of the market. Your escort
. s now sullen and unhelpful; he is determined you shall
i have your fill and to spare of the business, and seems
1 ineapable of hndmg a way out of the alleyways and
T Imﬁdlng%.
0 Yourcoolie,with laden basket moves aheadrelentlessly,
,___guldmg you to fresh sections of the huge market, while

nee. aga.lﬁ hkt@ relentless sea.. You smlle encoumgmgly y b
nd are the more determined to proeeed on your v s AL

At every hundred yards or so a blind .beggm or one _' I,

. first coin you can lay bands on and give quickly to be rid o
 of the fellow. The erowd murmurs approval, and the good



i ,fmm erther m&e al,’ yau appeaa: fresh shbpkeepers, eager to

| arrest your attention and take their share of your wealth.

'Round and round you go, past boot shaps, ironmongery
i shops, ba,g shops and sweet stalls; past money-changers‘;j.-_ .'
. sitting aloft in their little cages, closely protected by iron

. bars from the curiosity, and po:-,'ﬂble dishonesty, of the

", thronging multitude, Piles of coins are a.t their feet and '
. their fists are full of rupee notes, _ (i
' You pass a group of letter-writers, their profe.ssmnal'-. B
services busily engaged by squatting Indians patiently
 waiting while their thoughts are inscribed on paper. '
Petitions, business letters, love letters-—all bring grist = |
‘to the mill of the professional letter-writer. ¥ou will |

vemember this when you receive in after days many

petitions from your servants, couched in flattering terms S

‘and penned in faultless copperpla te. i
At last you see an opening into the strect and dive fm fi
it, followed by a protesting mob. You reach the open with
 difficulty ; but even now you are not a free agent, for a
near-by ghari (a sort of open hackney-carriage)is brought
up to the pavement by eoolies, who stand on the steps
demanding baksheesh for the duty only too gladly
performed by the driver himself. You get in and your
purchases are dumped on the seat before you, after your
escort has seated himself by your side, smiling grimly. You
pay the coolie and toss a few coins to the importunate
erowd, the driver whips up his decrepit steed, which
stretches its bony legs and lurches off at a painful shuffle
into the stream of home-going traffic. So much for a new

| experience.

Another day you will make an expedition to the
European shops. And you may with profit include in

your itinerary those Indian shops which do business on

Yuropean lines and store precious silks, jewels, earvings
in wood and ivory, and the justly famous brass ware of
Benares, In such shops you may examine all such things
at your ease and not be plagued to buy. Some of these
shops are to be found on the outskirts of the bazaar, but
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i ke .’":are s0 hemmed in by their cheap-;a.f-k nelghbcmrs
| as to be almost tmpos‘;ible of discovery. |

irlAnd when, if ever, you go to Delhi, seek out the 'shops '
"_whlch specialize in ivory carvings of animals and such-
like, for there you will find white elephants well worth
possessing.  Should you wvisit. Simla be sure to secure
some of those little terra-cotta models of Indian servants ;
| they are extraordinarily well made and proportioned,
. ‘while their cost is rldxculou-a}y low.
. A shopping expedition in Bombay or Calcutta to the
. purely European establishments will astonish the new-
_comer to India. I will suppose that this time you go by
' taxi—a more swift and cleanly method than by ghari,
. though somewhat of an adventure if a wild Sikh should
be at the wheel, Let him set you down in the centre

. of the European shopping area, then pay him ofl and

continue your journey from shop to shop on foot,
" You will be served by Kuropean or Anglo-Indian
. assistants with a courtesy and patience whichis delightful.
Al the latest goods from England and America are to be
found in the large stores, and some of these establishments

. are so large and lofty that you will find them but little

' behind London stores in size and resources. Especially at
Christmas time some of these places are a veritable fairy-
' land, their many floors being gaily decorated in the time-
‘honoured way ; and if you have children they will find in
the toy department a perfect galaxy of toys of all deserip-
tions. There will be lions, tigers and horses, all complete
with rockers or wheels; miniature motor-cars and games
in infinite variety, while a live Father Christmas supplies
a gusyanteed lucky “ dip *’ for a modest rupee. Yes, even
in India your kiddies may have a bright and merry
- Christmas ; and if they miss the conventional snow which
is supposed to accompany the festive season in England,
they will miss, and gladly, the rain and mud which are
more usual these days. For the weather in India around
Christmas is truly delightful ; it is called the cold weather,
and is about as cold as the most pleasant summer day in




0 posmble support from their compatriots in the country.

' And the smaller shops too will please you. There are hat
- shops, boot shops, leather shops, cliemists, tobacconists,

. wine stores, booksellers, picture shops, and all the rest of

 those establishments to which you are accustomed. You ki
may even get your hair permanently waved, and beauty

parlours and manicurists are by no means unknown.

| Which brings me to the question of health, and the |
possibility of living in the Plains during the hot weather., =
Time was when such a thing as an Englishwoman living

~in the Plains the whole year round was unheard of;
. married couples separated as a matter of course, and the

wife went to the Hills while hubby remained behind,
. working extra hard in order to provide the wherewithal
for his better half to enjoy herself in the salubrious climate

. of Darjeeling or Mussoorie.

The annual pilgrimage takes place to this day, lmt it
is no longer universal. India is much more healthy than
it was, and conditions of life in the Plains have greatly
improved ; ‘so that unless a woman is genuinely ill or run
down she can survive the hot weather just as well as can

‘her husband. And even Kuropean children manage to

. thrive in the Plains, if properly looked after and subjected
to reasonable precautions. Make it a houschold rule to

. some of the c‘mtanl: hlll statmns'wxﬂ gwe }*@u as :much L
e -_-'as ever you need. ' AT
. X bave dealt at lenth wnth qhops because 80 many'j.;;
people who stay at home imagine that India is a barbarie’
1 and wild country. Such folk should see these stores, with =

| their electric lifts, their large brilliantly lit windosws, and

' the cosy restaurants which at lunch- and tea-time minister |
! to the needs of customers. Itisall very homelike, and tha!i

| enterprise of European traders in India merits the fullest |

boil all milk ; see to this personally, for if left to servants,

- sooner or later they will forget, and the consequences may

be disastrous. No food is so likely to harbour germs as

does milk, and some idea of the conditions under which



: ;,'-Gaod water is obta.ma.ble in C&leutta and ma.y satdy be' i
drunk as received from the tap, but in most parts of India

| (it is advisable to boil all water which is to be used for |
drmkmg purposes. And where possible it is advisable | |1
| to obtain your sodas from a reasonably safe source. In . |

the large towns European chemists specialize in mineral

 waters and may be relied on to take all possible pre- .
_cautions in their manufacture. The Indian soda-water |
_concerns provide cheaper sodas, but are not so partmu]ar (el

re*ga.rdmg cleanliness.
- The problem of keeping your hume, flat or bungalow

cle in the hot weather is worth mentioning. It is a
' mistake to imagine that open windows make for comi‘or _
. for this is the case only at certain times of the day. In |

. the early morning, and in the evening and throughout the =

. night, by all means keep the windows open, but close them
and draw the curtains from ten o’clock in the morning until

e five o’clock in the afternoon. By doing so you will retain i\
. the cool air in the house and shut out the warmth from
. outside. The electric fans, or hand-punkas, will keep the

. air eirculating ; and if a wide strip of spatting is placed in

| fl'ont ‘of the outer door, and kept moist by spraying water

| fmm a garden syringe over it at regular intervals, the hot

" air which rushes in when the door is opened will become |

eool and fresh ere it enters the house,

'While life in the ecities is very plea.sant for women, and
full of pleasing distractions in the evening, life in small
up-cmxntry stations, or in places such as tea-gardens,

il where the planter and his wife, and per hdpb an assistant,

- are the only white people for miles around, is apt to deag
;'a.nd. beeome very monotonous. In such places a woman

. is thrown very largely on her own resources; she must
' 'make her own amusenients or go without. More than ever

i a hobby neccssary in these far-flung posts, for she will
be alone in the house for manyhours at a time,and visitors
are few and far between. What a boon the new broad-



© casting stations in India will be to those lonely sowlsin
" these distant places | I'was chatting with Mr Erie Dunstan,'
| at the headquarters of the B.B.C. just before he left 7 e

' India to take over the position of General Manager of the
. new Indian Broadeasting Company, and we talked about

: . ‘the position of listeners in lonely places. I was glad to |

find that the new company recognizes its possibilities and

| responsibilities in this direction, and that the chances ave .
that before long a series of stations will be in working /|
order throughout India which will bring programmes of
. music and talks within the reach of everyone in the

_country. A start is to be made in Bombay and Caleutta,
on a much more elaborate scale than the previous small

stations, and a sort of Indian ‘‘ Daventry 7 is to be set =
" up which, it is hoped, will serve most of the country. = .
1t is quite likely that it will be found possible to relay

programmes from England via Egypt, so that listeners
in India during most evenings will be able to hear the
afternoon programme from home. | i

The illness of a husband on a tea-garden will bring
a wife plenty of responsibility, and work too. Such an
eventuality is always possible, and it is well to be prepared
for it, for if the auwhib goes down with prolonged fever

i s the mem-sahib who will be looked to for guidance,
‘advice and help by the workers on the plantation, This

sort of life will bring out the very best, as well as the
worst, which is in a woman, and the prospect 15 not

| pleasant to contemplate for one who is happy only when '

leading s sheltered and comfortable city life. A woman
‘in such circumstances must be prepared for the exercise
. of much self-sacrifice and forbearance. She must be
capable of * holding the fort " in time of trouble, must
be a real pal and helpmate to her husband, and, above
all else, prove herself to be an Englishwoman in the
very fullest sense of the word. i |

She must conquer her dread of loneliness, her natural -
fear of wild animals, her repugnance of those numerous
creepy-crawlies which abound in the country ; and should



--passess some knowledge of medmme and nursmg, 50 e
much the better. I know of a woman placed in these |
! | eireumstances whose hushand went down with fever and
| became delirious. While she was nursing him the noise

*of voices outside the bungalow drew her to the door. A

__'worker on the estate had been bitten by a venomous snake,

| and, as no doctor was at hand, the terrified man had been
' lbrought to the bungalow for treatment. The mem-sahib’s

. immediate help was needed, for the sahib was unable to
 exercise his customary resource, and in such an emergeno v

| every moment was of importance.
' Though she knew well enough what treatment was
. mecessary, the woman shrank from the ordeal, But she

i faced it; and though a few days before she would have

. ‘been incredulous of her ability to-do so, the emergency,
. when it came, found her unexpectedly calm and capable.
' Thus it was her hand which held the razor that made the
| necessary incision, slashing away the affected portion of
. flesh and cutting deep enough to release the poison in &
“gush of blood. And hers were the hands which finally
dressed and bound the wound, and to her care and
prompt action the man undoubtedly owed his life. So
ghe “* held the fort ”” and carried on the tradition of the
sahib, he who was always ready for anything. |
- Buch a case, while not usual, is nevertheless quite a .
possible occurrence in any isolated Indian station. Up-
. country life is most assuredly not suited to the purely
" butterfly type of girl.
. Just now I mentioned creepy-crawlies. Besides mos-
‘quitoes, which thrive in all parts of the country to a more
~or less degree during most of the year, and in addition to
~ those insects and vermin which ave more or less familiar
in England, you will find plenty of other pests. The
 black-beetle of India is always termed a cockroach ; it
15 bigger and more hideous than the home variety, and
is sometimes red and sometimes @ whitish colour. It

18 a notorious disease-carrier, which creeps over food

and makes itself generally objectionable. And it can



disconcerting when. one alights on you

Ay ..

e is most

 unexpect

| T\ very effective way to get vid of these posts it to place

ht,t,le pﬂgsof '-p'ow_dered borax, at night, in the dark corners

| and other places where they congregate. You will find

. lots of cockroaches flat on their backs, with their toes =

. turned up, next morning. They seem impelled to eat the =

' borax, and die literally on the spot. i R
. White ants sbound in many parts of India and are most

: e destructive. They come up through ¢racks in the fﬂqo:-,"'i;' i
' ‘and have been known to eat & trunkful of clothes in'a
| single night! It is well to have your boxes, furniture,

. ete., made of teak, for this is the only sort of wood white
“ants cannot eat. And it is a good plan to set thelegsof
 stationary articles in tins or earthenware jars, and to keepli

these filled with a mixture of oil and water. This will keep
the white ants from climbing up and doing irrcparable
damage. A sure sign of white ants being present is a grey

brittle deposit, of spiral formation, looking like frozen | il

_powder, which shows itsell protruding from the joins in -
the floorboards or elsewhere, and sometimes standing
several inches high. A liberal quantity of paraflin poured

‘overthis pile will do away with the ants, at least for a time, U

This may not be very scientific, but it proved most |
~ effective in my own bungalow. Of course there are
- many more insccts, but you soon get used to them, and
after a time repugnance gives place to a calm indifference.
Tt is the only thing to do in the East. |

How often does one need a trip home? Thatisa =

. favourite question, and I always reply: * It just depends
" on the woman.” If her general health is good thereis

no reason why an English holiday should be necessary for
five years, On the other hand, a trip home every three =

. years is necessary for some women, and very pleasant and

beneficial for all.” It is rather like discussing the buying
of & new hat. It is not so often that a woman really
needs one, she just wants one. And of course she gets it.
How and when depends on purse and personality.
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. for eultivating a cheerful dnspos,ltlon and making the
 bestiof thmga out Kast. There are many worse places, and
it the woman who considers it fashionable to be constantly
 grumbling at her lot eventually becomes a source of
| unbearable irritation to her husband and a bore ta her
| friends. And her health is likely to suffer in the prooe%,

maintaining a healthy body, no less in Indm than in other

| parts of the world. -

. The woman who takes the trouble to make herself i

a.greeable to her husband’s friends and business acquaint-

- ances will find the effort well worth while. And it will

. sometimes be an effort, for some of the most influential
men out Fast are by no means the brilliant conversa-

| tionalists you might imagine. Women can do a great

deal to either help or hinder their husbands’ progress in

. the bhsiness and social life of the country.  The fact

. that business houses in India prefer to enlist the services

. of bachelors rather than of married men, in these days,

ann ot«close thié-chapter without insisting on the need .. g

 for a healthy and contented mind goes a long way in

‘would seem to infer that in the past the women who have

~ hindered have outnumbered those who have helped.



. CHAPTER VIII |

0 :Cu-iélltta*S-Nig'l'k{ Life»«_aChinﬁtcan-éEllropca.ll and Ihdi:in 7[110&1;.1.{&_5".%”"
i —The Underworld of the Cities—Pavement Beds A

i interesting to the newcomer, and although 'il;his”l
. W interest wanes as time passes, and you become

. N TGHUT Tife in the large Tndian eities s intensely. &

: used to the ways of the East, it never entirely dep&j_‘ts.'

‘from the soul which retains a spark of romanee.

" One thing is certain about this night life, and that B
" the undoubted safety in normal times which may be guar-

anteed Huropeans in all parts of modern Indian towns, . i

| searemongers who assert to the contrary notwithstanding.

There is nothing to be feared from the narrow alleys of

the loeal Chinatown, nor from the streets of the Indian

| quarter proper—no violence save the attacks of germs,

and from these latter only aseptic bodies fortified by
frequent vaccinations and inoculations can be considered
reasonably immune. . -_ i g

Even should you be so hardy and unconventional as
to prefer to venture abroad on foot, seorning the motor-

eat or the more humble ghari, it is extremely unlikely that =

any violence or rudeness will be offered your person, pro- .

“vided you behave decently and show a due consideration =

for the rights and prejudices of other human beings. The |

inhabitants of these crowded areas for the most part ask

" but to be allowed to live peaceably, and enjoy themselyes
aceonding to their lights and in the manner prescribed by
their ancestors. | A
 The humble Indian’s way of amusing himself of aneven-
ing is not likely to commend itself to European minds.
To our way of thinking there is nothing ‘particularly

‘attractive in squatting on the ground, aceompanicd by

one’s friends, in a circle, with hard stones for cushions
T



_.RDmARY; -;MAN‘S IN“DIA

B and .only the starry sky uhrpve for a canopy Nelthelf-':' i
' wonld the crude Indian drum, which beats a monotonous

. tom-tom-tom with a maddening and unfailing regularity
. throughout half the night, be considered by any of us

" as a welecome or suitable substitute for a good piano or

' a decent wireless set. Indians are simple folks, easily

‘amused and satisfied ; moreover they are in the mass

s very poor, earning as a rule barely enough to provide

. themselves and their dependents with the necessary
minimum of food and clothing. True you may obserye
in your travels at night a certain number of fat durwans
(doorkeepers) resting their ample proportions on trestle-

' beds and wrapped lightly in winding sheets which were i
. onee white. But their fat is more the outcome of a total

lack of even the mildest form of exercise than the result

' of proud feeding. Rice is their staple diet, and even a

very fat Indian can’t make much of a splash on the

' equivalent of seven shillings & week and some sort of |

- makeshift quarters thrown in.
These little parties may be seen in all quarters of
el Indla,n cities night after night ; you will see them as you
| go to the theatre and they will still be there as you return
‘home, Tor the European theatre is over by midnight,
. having started soon after nine-thirty; but the Indian
theatres go on long into the early hours of the following
morning. Indians love the theatre, and go as often as
they possibly can afford, They sit in solid masses in a
suffocating atmosphere while the long Fastern drama
‘drags its weary way to a close. To the European such an
entertainment seems boring and irritating to a degree,
but Indians love these plays based on mythology, and are
not critical of primitive scenery and slow action,
. Unless such be dancing-girls, women are rarely seen .
. onthe Indian stage, all female parts being taken by male
| actors suitably made-up. Long speeches and a certain

i  amount of knockabout fun are indulged in by the players,

. while the audience, not to be outdone, bandy shrill eries
* with friends or acquaintances in distant parts of the



-.t__ﬂ&tre, and at other i:imes hold ammal‘,ed cmw&matx ons
with their near-by nelghbours. . While these pleasantries
| ' are being indulged in the play itself is of course totally
. ignored, and the unfortunate players struggle on, to all |
L antents oblivious of their unappreciative and inattentive |
" audience. One visit to an Indian theatre will pmbabl.y
| suffice to satisfy the curiosity of the average European,
| for the plays being entirely in the vernacular will mean 0
'nothing intelligible to the Westerner; moreover the '« =
{ ’_'at‘.m'osphcre will quite likely be considered distinetly '
| oppressive, and somewhat ultra-odoviferous. Should
' you sample the Indian theatre you wili get lots for .
| your money, as the *show’ will continue until two '
' olelock, or even later still into the hours of the morning, |
. and you will come away dry inside but thoroughly wet.-
' lag/far as your outer man is concerned. | D
| The European theatres in India are pretty mu:*h the
same in architecture and seating accomnmodation as they
! are at home, and it is rare to find an Indian patron save =
& wealthy man who affects Furopean dress. Europeans =
' have these places practically to themselves, and it is
entirely to them that travelling theatrical companies
. must look for support. The hour of commencement is
~congiderably later than is customary in England; even =
W80, 9.80 Py, is apparently not sufficiently late for many
' people, and the percentage of late arrivals is very highy
' eausing much heart-burning on the part of seriously |
o minded theatre-goers, while these careless folk ave the =
' despair of the management and the players. Occasionally
some strong-minded actor or actress comes along who = |
_insists on the doors being closed and patrons being refused
admission while an Actisin progress. Miss Marie Tempest
. did this when in Calcutta, and after the first night there i
. was very little trouble in respect of Iate-(,o_mer s Dot el
' alas! all actresses have not the drawing ca.pac'ity o A
‘Marie Tempest, nor her independence, and to make such
_ a general rule with all companies would probably havea =
really disastrous effect on the theatre which adopted it,
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theatre seriously, nor are many of them very keen on the |

."i.itai?:gixei;t_, something in the nature of a musical liqueue '
| %o round off a good dinner. They are dapt to be captious

efaetnmy belamenwd, b"utit rn-ﬁst‘i;n'éj\fc{erthélgsl_s"?'bé" ' i
aceepted, that Buropeans in the East refuse to take the

\drama. Rather do they wish for a light and cheery enter- i

' and intolerant of any play that requires a certain amount

| of serious attention, and prefer the soft strumming of the
| Hawaiian stecl guitar to the wit and sarcasm of Bernard b
- Shaw or the subtle humour of A. A. Milne, Needless to
_ say, the play or entertainment which sayours of what 1l

' from the word go, and the “ tag "’ will be spoken to many
|\ '/l vacant stalls, while the chinking of glasses in the theatre
' bar merrily tolls its requiem, - el
LIt is no easy matter for theatrical managements in
. India to cater for their patrons in these days. The position
is well-nigh a desperate one. Costs of production have gone
up immensely since those pre-war days when steamer
and railway fares were sufficiently moderate to allow of

popularly known as “ highbrow ” ingredients is doomed = |

i good-sized companies being braought out, with an ample

supply of ‘props,’! at frequently recurring intervals

. throughout the year. The increased rates of travel have

. naturally meant a certain increase in prices to the theatre-

. going public in order to allow the bringing out of any
. English companies at all, and this increase in the price

. of seats has acted to the detriment of theatrical business

| generally. Added to this has been the burden imposed by

| Provineial Indian Governments in the form of an Enter- :

| tainment Tax, the net result being that theatrical enter-

| prise has become more of a speculation than ever before.

" Profits have vanished and Provincial Governments have
made more money out of the theatres than the unfortun-

AU ate shareholders, so much so that theatrical shares are at
. adiscount, and many quite unsaleable ; for in the existing
| girewmstances it is necessary o fill o theatre to capacity

| every night of the week, including Sundays, in order to
 show any sort of reasonable profit. That is, of course, a




| hopeless proposition, for the European residents are not
. all inveterate playgoers, and to go once 4 week is the
| most that the majority who wish to go can afford, as there
. are lots of other calls on one’s pocket as well as theatres.
| Thus it is that many theatres are impossible, and the ik

/' few that function are kept above water largely owing to |

| the assistance rendered them by loeal amateur theatrieal ©

| societies, who hire the theatres several times a year, and =
|| by societies who run locally organized concerts, andsoon.
| These in most cases pay the theatres much better thando '
the visiting professional companies, and at the same time
| the amateurs raise a great deal of money for local charities,
| besides providing an outlet for the ambitions and legiti- @
mate aspirations of talented amateur actors and actresses. .
' The question of an orchestra is a difficult one in the =
Wast, for itis quite out of the question in these days fora |
‘professional touring company out from England to travel i
its own orchestra. The most they can run to is their own
conductor, who may also act as pianist. He has to
_ make the best he can of the orchestra at the local theatre,

. which usually consists of a scratch crowd of Goanese
musicians, and’ their efforts, while praiseworthy, are
‘hardly good enough to act as a requisite complement to |

' the English company bringing out the latest musical
. eomedy or revue from home. ey
Another source of trouble lies in the matter of lighting

and in Indian scenc-shifters. The local ** limes ' is apt to

' be a bit sketehy in his colour-schemes, and inclined to do
things on his own, which make players turn green in more

' senses than one. So frequently there are many ercaking
 hinges, and failures of all descriptions, at the first fow per-
formances, and even after a week or more of practice, when
a certain standard of proficiency might reasonably be

expected, some contretemps is almost certain to oceur
during the performance. Lights fail when most needed,
or blaze out when a * black out * is signalled, and it is
quite usual for the audience to be treated to the amusing
spectacle of an Indian scene-shifter racing across the stage
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just as theeurtam ‘rises. Tt rather eramps the style

ik oft;he aétoj;_.whfj;q’e entrance chances to coincide with the :
. unconventional exit of his Aryan brother, though the

| incident provides the critic with suitable matter wherein

' to dip his vitriolic pen., - j
" The difficulties with which actors who work in the East
have to cope are often not sufficiently allowed for on the
part of audiences. Take cities like Bombay, Calcutta or

. Madras, in May, when the temperature is very high and

i . people’s tempers are frayed and ennui is prevalent almost
il ta the extent of total inanition. In such places and in
‘such eireumstances the actor, or actress, fresh out from -

England is usually off-colour for a week or so after arrival,

| Yet as likely as not they are billed to show almost im-
' mediately, and are expected by their audience to give a

. performance of the highest standard, for prominent in the
' stalls will be many people who saw the “show " at home
'~ and are only too likely in the mood to draw invidious
comparisons. So then, here are these pdor muInmers,
. suffering from the bites of innumerable insects, and maybe
" in addition tormented by prickly-heat, their heads aching
and with incipient fever poisoning the blood which corirses
hotly through their veins. Is it any wonder that with
grease-paint melting on their brows, and finding its drip-
ping way down stage-clothes meant for cooler climes,
these unfortunate men and women sometimes forget their
entrances, miss their cues, and muddle their words ?
 Irecollect watching a performance in Calcutta of French
. Leque—most excellently it was acted too—and after the
| fall of the curtain I went behind to talk to the leading
. man. He had played the General, and was just free of
 the Sam Browne belt and thick khaki tunic. I assisted in
 stripping the dripping shirt from his back, when it was

deposited in a bucket and removed for cleansing and

. drying in time for the next performance, it being the only
' khaki shirt available at the time, Such is the perspiration

' of the Kast, and although the audience is kept cool by the
" swhirling of numerous fans, in all parts of the theatre, it is



'I-_'::_.wdr.k with Verve ari(i tanthusmsm Whlle the thcmiorheter
' stands at 98° in the shade is a most exhausting pro-

,' . cedure. Added to which, the very fans which cool the |
*audience are an additional handicap to the players, for .

' the whirling blades ruin the acoustic properties of the =

‘building, so that in order to be heard clearly the actors =

| must speak in over-modulated tones. The strain onone’s

' 'throat is thus doubled, and consequent loss of vmce 13;_.'.-
0 yery common.
. The number of plays whmh have to be p(,rformed P
given time is much greater than in England, for in the =
| East there is no possibliity of any play, however good, |
| running for months on end. The Xuropean population

1 e any Indian city is so comparatively small that most

people who wish to see a play do so at one of the first thres

- or four performances, hence a week at the outside is the

© limit to which a play can run consecutively. Indeed
in many cases there are two, or even three, changes of =
programme in & week, and in order to keep up this state
of things during the month or six weeks a theatrwal.
' gompany will remain in Caleutta or Bombay it is neces-
gsary for the company to be called together for rehearsal ik

every morning, including Sundays.

As hkely as not the members of the company hzwe ha.d" iR
'no previous chance of rehearsing together before leaving
England, and the opportunities of doing so on shipboard
during the voyage out are rather sketchy. I have even |
. known of cases where a company bas come out prepared.
to put on half-a-dozen selected plays, only to find on'
_arrival that these very plays have been produced in their
Mfixst city of call but a few months previously by another
‘company. In this case a complete new set of pla.vs had ol
to be swotted up right away, though luckily they had one |
ready with which to open. Bad staff work, of course : but =

that is rather typical of the East in theatrical matters

Really the only free time actors and actresses get in

_ the East is the afternoons of six days of the week, for a
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| lively imagination be termed pleasant or restful. The
only chanee of a good rest is when the company goes to

. 'Rangoon, for then they get three or four days on a com- |
' fortable steamer and, always provided the Bay of Benga.l
s in & good mood, & most en]oyable time may be experi-

. enced, for the Rangoon mail steamers are comfortable

land the cuisine excellent in every respect. If the tour

s extended toinclude the Straits Settlements and the
e Federated Malay Straits, and from thence on to Shanghai,
ki darther pleasant per iods of rest and recuperation may be =

' looked for, and in the days when China was qulct a trip

to Peking was usually included in the company’s itinerary.

‘But the long river journey there and back was often toc

_ mueh for the harmony of many theatrical companies, and

' not infrequently private jealousies and feuds had broken '

./ out between members of the company, and a return to

| work and civilization was almost universally wdcomed
especially by the business members of the party.

' As a welcome contrast to the hardships and trials of

" aetors and actresses in the East, it must be conceded that

_ residents in India and elsewhere exert themselves to a
. greab extent to make pleasant the lot of the strangers in

" ‘their midst. Theatrical folk quite frequently arve made

a good deal of by the more cosmopolitan residents of the

| city visited, and there are plenty of invitations to play -
0 golf and tennds in elubs and chummeries. Suppet-parties

' after the show are also fairly frequent and a hail-fellow-
well-met spirit presides at such eonvivial gatherings, The

. ladies of the party assuredly have no cause to complain

. of any lack of attention on the part of local gallants, who
' are only too glad to make much of a girl fresh out from
' home. Nor is it entirely unknown for a contract to be
"""__-.bmken and another of a different kind to be entered into

'by veason of such a friendship—a theatrical manager

Stmdaa -._aa:ftﬁmocm matinee is quite the usual thmg True,; Ll
there are times when travelling between towns during
- which idleness is imperative, but the conditions of Indian

| train journeys cannot by the: widest stretch of the most
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' thereby losing an actress and a local business raan
| gaining a wife as aresult of the transaction, L
| Thavesaid enoughon the subject of theatres, and rather

" more than X had intended, but so little is known about the

. actor’s life in the tropics that T hope to be forgiven by
| those few of the ‘nitiated whotn 1 may have bored, my
| excuse being that, after all, theatres bulk very largely in
| the nightlife of any city, though certainly less in the Bast
. than the West. And the actor who comes East, while he |/
| is very unlikely to save any money, at least sees a'good |
1 deal of life. i I

A trip to Chinatown is one of the night excursions =
. which you certainly should not miss, on a visit to Caleutta
o at all events. gl o
| Tt is easily reached via Bowbazar Street, which is one ;
of the main arteries of the city, Narrow winding streets,
ill.1it and indescribably filthy, lead you past mean One: 4
storeyed buildings to the quarter where John Chinaman |
resides with his family. = The Chinese dwellings them-
. selves, and their occu pants, are clean and decent enough,
. 'and John himself is an exemplary citizen when left alone
“to ply his trade without molestation, either as a carpenter |
' ar as a shoemaker, at both of which he excely, True,his
' syork costs more, but it is also worth very much more,
' than that of the Indian, for it is invariably well done,
and completed to time, two little-understood qualitiesin
. India. _ :
' The Chinaman has small use for the Indian; he des-
pises his competitor for his lack of enterprise and general
 indlination to indolence, his carcless way of half-doing a
. job, and his utter indifference to the value of time. John
" Chinaman employs Indians as waiters in his restaurants,
‘but the cooking and other really important work he does
himself, . &4 DA
| Chinese restaurants are popular as & novelty with the
- European residents of Caleutta, and it is quite the usual
thing to make up a party, which may include ladies, to



| contrive to negotiate safely the many twrns and twists
. of the tortuous byways which take you into the quarter,

and a spice of adventure is added if, as is quite likely,
‘some of the party, although old residents, may be totally

" ignorant of the locality of Chinatown, for it is well hidden .

| “-though really one of the most accessible of Calcutta’s

| night sights,
0 Time was, and that not many years ago, when Ehe
| numerous gaming-houses, wherein are played fan-tan and

' other Bastern games of chance, were open to all visitors

. regardless of nationality. It is not so now, for European

| visitors did not always play the game and were apt to
. make their own rules, The¢ Chinese quite naturally

1 Uretaliated and there was a certain amount of trouble.
1 'So that nowadays, while the police allow John and his

. family to gambie to their hearts’ content, no European
. may enter a Chinese gaming-house, even as a speetator,
and the police are very strict about the matter of en-

| forcing this decree.

 Haying arrived at the restaurant, a smﬂmg proprietor
welecomes the party, personally leading the way inside
and conducting you to a curtained alcove, The seats are
. bare and hard, and the table is of plain unpolished wood,
‘but the cloth spread thereon is immaculate, and you will
find the fare provided to be of the very best quality, and -

! wonderfully cooked, Pictures of beautiful English girls

 adorn the walls—the kind of pictures which were once so
popular with the publishers of Christmas annuals-—and
a warm savoury smell of cooking pery ades the place. A

 Chinese and also a FTuropean menu is presented, and the
. wvisitor is wise who makes his choice from the long list

of Chinese dishes. These are novel, and each order is

| especially prepared, being placed on the table smoking

.. hot, while the quantity provided will be found 1nva,rlably
. ample for the combined appetities of two normal in-
dividuals. It is therefore quite the usual thing to order
one portion for every two members of the party, and
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pay an evemng visit to Chinatown. A motor-«ca.l canjust |



:_I-;;-,'the restaurant,. ropnetar talxes no §
-methed of ordering. -
" Rice fried in the Lhmese manner will be found P
i "tlcularly delicious, and to those of you who know rice
 merely as the chief ingredient of English rice-pudding
.1 this dish will prove & revelation ; and the curried prawns '
. mixed with it may be eaten with a sense of comparative
[ seeurity, as for the nonce you can forget that t:hese_-.'-._-'if?;_-_,-
| savoury morsels have most likely been retrieved from
| the disease-infested waters of the adjacent River Hooghly,
‘You may at least be certain that the prawns have been, =
. properly cléaned and prepared by a cook who thoroughly-; AN
. knows his business. i ;
Ordinary table cutlery will be found placed ready f’o_
your use, as well as the spoon and fork with which earry '
' should always be eaten. Chinese chop-sticks are also = [
. provided, but their use is an art not easily or quickly bl
acquired, so, if you like your food hot, and are at all =
" hungry, it will be well to confine yourself to the use' | [\
of the usual spoon and fork, The chop-shck& may be '
. pocketed as a souvenir to be shown to admlrmg frmnds_ Be
the next day. s
' Then to be thoroughly in the picture you should order- i
China tea and drink it without milk or sugar during the.
course of the meal, and afterwards, if you are so inclined,
~you may drink something stronger, but only up till eleven
. oclock, which is the authorized licence hour in Caleutta,
. for John is a law-abiding citizen and values his privileges =
. much too highly to place them in jeopardy for the sake of |
" g transient profit. The Chinaman in India never looks =
| for trouble ; as a general rule he gives much less trouble =
to the police than do either Indians, Anglo-Indians, or
Kuropeans. Of course John has plenty of opiumifor .
privatc c(msumptmn, and some of this may be obtained =
by him in ways which are not strictly orthodms., but'._.-_.-:
| that is quite another story. :
In the mean streets which cluster round the Chinese
quarter are small houses and hovels, many of which are

exceptm ta




og upmd by '_the very drt,gs of society. IIere are now
 again to be found Muropeans who have sunk so low
as bo be almost beyond recognition. These men come
from all sections of society ; some are soldiers who have
deserted from their regiments and have managed to
| elude both military and civilian police sufficiently long =
to be tolerably safe from recognition ; some ave stow-
aways who arrived aboard a coasting steamer and got,
| "ashore with smuggled opium, of which they disposed
. only to find themselves caught in the toils of the owner
. 1 of an opium den. There are sailors who deserted their
. ships ; and cases have even been heard of where men
. who once held a decent position in the life of the city
. have sunk so low that they now hide in this underworld, e
e ‘unkuown and unrecognized, long since mourned as dead
by friends and relatives, . '
Ll Sometimes: these dereliets venture out into the
. Buropean quarter and sleep on seats in the Eden Gardens
‘at night, or on to the maidan, but are careful to return
' to their filth and their opium before ordinary citizens are
. about. The problem of these men is a hopeless one: re~
. clamation seems out of the question, for when the oplum A RO
)  babit grips a man he loses all sense of decency, and asin | ey
‘the Kast such ren invariably ** go native,” as the saying U]
G N nothmg can be done for them ; they are rarely scen
iy day, and at mght time they slink about picking up a
precarious living in devious unsavoury ways, until they
‘¢can no longer procure the wher ewithal to provide them-
o selves with the drug which has become their very life.
| Thus the end comes miserably and inevitably. These
| cases are of course exceptional, and I mention them in
/' this part of the night life of Indian cities as a striking
| contrast to the gaiety and brightness whn,h is so apparent
il '{Qn the surface of thmgs

e AR large cities have thew brothcls, and in Indla the
R pﬁhcy of segregation has been adopted as the best
solutmn of the problem. So the pimps and painted ladies




" the quarter allotted them and do not make too great a

| "-"-'h.re not mmch mterfered Wli‘.h;’ as long a8 they kﬁﬁP 2O

_--'_,-P?ﬂ'ade- of their business. People who drive yound these
. districts know perfectly well what to expect in the way =~

e sightseeing, and have only themselves to blame if they

it are disgusted with the scenes witnessed. Men are robbed

| . if they walk these streets with pockets full of notes--one

- rarely looks for trouble without a certain amount of

. sueeess. To drive round the Indian brothel area is to see

tall houses the lower storeys of which have roors plalnly' L
seen from the street. 'The windows are flung wide open, = 1/
-~ and iron bars run vertically from top to bottom, and each =
cage has its bird, arrayed in gayest plumage, singing to .\

| the passer-by in tones of engaging allurement. Brilliant = |

lights are everywhere, and a babel of sound almost

‘deafens the ear., There are no Huropean women here,
but in another part of the city stand quict bungalows

each in its own grounds; there are trees and compara-

. tive darkness and quiet, but at each gateway sits an |

Indian servant, who questions the lingering passer-by or
calls to the driver of the conveyance, And if you wish '

‘to enter, the gates are flung wide, and welcoming figures.
come out fo greet you. The women are Kuropean, but

not English, and for the most part have lived a good |

many years in the country.

The oondition of the siracts 68 Tndian witiks it night
may well amaze the newcomer, for in many places the
pavements are made well-nigh impassable by reason of

 recumbent forms wrapped in grubby white cloth. At j

first sight you would take them for corpses, for the heads

‘are covered to keep off winged inseets, but if you wateh

long enough some slight movement will assure you that -
the body within its wrapping is a breathing human
entity., They are for the most part men. and they have
no other place in which to sleep than the public footpath.
There they lie, not from choice but through sheer neces-
sity. You would be astonished to know that, like as not,



may be he who delivers your ice or sodas, or, worst of
 all, he may be one of your own servants, or even your
| Space is valuable in these days, and the landlord’s
| profits more than ever necessary, so that both must be -
| gained-—even, if needs be, at the expense of human
 decencies. Hence it is that in these great Eastern towns | g
' modern flats, which tower as high as the local authority
. will permit, have been built, and in order to secure the
| maximum number of rooms and flats no accommodation
1 has been allotted for servants’ quarters. In less unhappy |
| times, when commercialism was not so rampant nor
competition so keen, each sahib had his own bungalow,
. complete with garden and compound, wherein were proper
| quarters for his entire staff. But in these days servants
. must find their own quarters, and although wages have
. increased very considerably the accommodation for. the
. servant who resides away from his work is little, if any,
better than of yore—it is certainly much farther away,
© ' _too far in most cases to be of any practical value. And if
- itis difficult for the servant class, how much worse must it
he for the still lower classes 2 They live like animals, for

' the most part, and nobody seems to trouble very much
abiout it all, ' i
' Better housing for the poor is never an election cry
on the part of aspirants for legislative honours, and the
 Indians who represent the districts wherein live these
. miserable people care little or nothing for their con-
stituents’ material welfare. No one outside Government
civeles even suggests any remedy for this lamentable
state of things, and official wheels move even slower
~ than usual when not Jubricated by public opinion. Do
‘not imagine, however, that it is entirely the fault of

| BEuropeans, for it most certainly is not. The filthy in-

_ sanitary huts in the neighbourhood of the Bengal Jute
. Mills are owned and farmed by Indians, the majority

1¢ of these dirty sheets contains the man who delivers
he provisions from some store or runs messages, or i) '



'muniiy These Indlans are not, and nev&r have ribeen,‘
willing to sell their lands, nor to do anything to malk
the huts built thercon sanitary or decent. Although the
| jute industry has pressed for the grant of compulsory
. powers to enable them to buy such land, and erect | = -
| sanitary buildings thereon, Government has never been Al
- willing to legislate to this end. : AR
.\ These are the conditions outside the cities, where. la,hd_..;_.-- e
. is Jess difficult to obtain, and in the cities matters are
mﬁmtely worge. The Indian landlord much prefers to
1 erect large blocks of flats (and Armenians and Greeks
‘and Jews ave probably even worse in this respeet),
- which will let at high rents and appeal to well-to-do |
| Huropeans, who from sheer necessity have to'part with. ' 0
. one-third of their monthly incomes in order to rent & |
place of very modest dimensions. There are few, if any, |
i Europcanq who own either land or houses in Indian cities,
| so that any charge of grinding the faces of the Indian | /¢
| poor must be laid at the door of their own countrymen, 1
SO & AT little enough that you see of the lives of the poor;“__'_ e
. people of Indian cities as you drive swiftly in a com-. '
. fortable car ; but even so, at night-time, when you alight
you must step warily for fear of falling over the prone
body of some unfortunate human being whose hard = =
eouch is the very pavement you wish to cross. It is
‘also the bed of the pariah dogs, while all around the vats
- make play, chasing one another across the prone bodles. R
. sunk in exhausted slumber.
If by some miracle all means of locomotjon save the'
a,nclent one of walking, were taken away from well-fed
o and well-housed men and women, and for a brief week =
. all had to walk on their nightly travels, the pathos and
« 1 misery of their fellow-human beings would come home
' to them with a force at present non-existent. It is
. ‘an Indian problem. Indians are chiefly responsible, and
- until they feel and admit their responsibility the problem. i
will remain. i
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The night life of a ciby conjures up visions of gaiety
‘and amusement, light and laughter. Well, it iz to
| 'be found, and is found, by the majority of Europesns
| who reside in one or other of the principal cities of
WAL 6 1% R, b B

wish to end this chapter on a more cheerful niote; 1

| There are dances almost nightly at one or other of thé:' it

. pring¢ipal hotels or restaurants, and in this connexion I
1 would like particularly to mention Firpo's and Peliti’s
| restaurants in Calcutta. In these places you can obtain

' asgood a dinner, as well cooked and as niccly served,
 as even the most fastidious gourmeb could desire. Both

. 'places run capital dinner-dances, and the bands which

| furnish the music are European, and play the most up-

. ‘to-date music. You dine and dance in comfort, and
| these establishments are conducted i a manner which
| compares very fayourably with the most famous London

' restaurants. ' :

. If you want a big dance hall with two bands, and

. ‘an air of more boisterous revelry, the Grand Hotel will -

probably please you as far as Calcutta is concerned, and

 when I was last in Bombay it was to Green’s restaurant
that the cheery people resorted at night-time for &

' eombination of good food and cosmopolitan gaiety.
' Then you may dance before dinner at the Saturday
Club, Calcutta, and sometimes after dinuer too when a
 charity dance is organized there, for the floor is excellent
~ and the amenities of the Club are frequently placed at
P the disposal of the organizers of local charities. It is
" here that a St Andrew’s Day dinner is held each autumii,
' when all the Seotsmen attend, and half the Englishmen
| in the city who can get tickets. "Tis a great night,
. and, if the pipers do not deafen you altogether before
. speech-making time arrives, you may quite likely hear
some important political announcement from HLE.
‘the Governor of Bengal, who invariably graces the

| proceedings with his presence.

| ¥Yes; there is plenty to see and do at night, in these

H



pocket swﬂl permrt &% much better txme than the aver
 man at home in & similar position ever hag |
Tf you are keen on amateur theatricals you W111 find

organmd socteties only too glad to welcore useful andffl--
/| talented recruits to swell their ranks. If you are a Free-

| mason you will be glad to know that the craft is strong |
. in India, and in the large towns fine permanent temples: .

" are the meeting-place almost nlghﬂy of some lodge or
. other. You may bea cinema ‘‘fan " ; if so, you will

| find some excellent. picture theatres, run on modern lines, | 1
| and showing the most up-to-date pictures, in whxch oy
| may spend your evenings,
| Those Europeans who are at all pubhe splrlte.d can.
find plenty of outlet for their energies in the activities
of various political, religious and social organizations.

' The demand for assistance in these directions invariably

exceeds the supply, for helpers are constantly dropping i

out. Leave home, sickness, death ; removal to another
part of India or permanent retirement o England—mall :

_ these leave gaps which it is difficult to fill. There is =
. plenty of room for helpers. o

~All this quite apart from the usual round of soclal-

; ewmng engagements, which crowd upon the European

' in India whose circle of friends widens as years of

! yesidence accumulate in a particular city. Life can
‘become a continued rush of activities if you so desire.

You may be always busy, or you may prefer to vegetate.

Wise are those peOple who can hit on the happy :

medium. This is not easy, however, for those who are

able and willing to work are allowed to do so, and find

“all the time more and more honorary duties thrust upon

them. It is more so the case in the East than mn the '
West, for helpers are less plentiful. The average man is |
inclined to put all his energies into his daily business, =

‘anything left over being devoted to sport. Thus he
becomes prosperous and popular in his immediate set,
‘though the net result is a very dull member of society.

£




