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They may eat hfh and flefh, but not of all 

kinds indifferently; and to abllaln from 

■ them is considered a virtue, as may be 

obferved in the following paflage of the 

Heetopades *  i

take the other water or provisions that were on board, 
though almo.lt expiring from thirft and want of nourifh- 
rrtent.

* The Heetopades, Hcetopadefa, or Apologues o f 
Vifhnou-Sarm^, an ancient Brahman, was tduffhited 

from the Sanfkrit by Mr, Charles Wilkins, and pub- 

Itfhed 1 1 1 1787.  M r. Wilkins fays, that the meaning 
o f the word is, ufeful injbuftisn. Sir William Jones 

acquaints us, in a difcourfe to the foeiety of Calcutta, 

u That the fables of Vilhnou-Sarma, improperly called 
iC the fables o f Pilpay, are the molt beautiful and an- 

(< cient collection of apologues in the world, and arc 

“  now extant under different names in various Ian- 

■* go ages. That they appear to have been firft tranf- 
A{ irted from the Sanfkrit in the fixth century, by 

f f Bttzerchumihr, chief phyfician, and afterwards vizir,

“  to the great Auuihirwan, king of Perfia.M Mr.

Wilkins obferves, that the Perfian verfion of Aha!
Mala Naffer Alla Muftoh, made in the 5 15th  year of 

the Hegira, was tranllared into French with the title 

of Les cottfeHs .et.ies maxima de Pilpay, philofphe Indien, 

fu r  let divers ctats tie la v k ;  and that this refcmbles the 

original more than any other tranll w ton he has feen.

“  Thofc ■ '
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“  Thofe who have forfaken the killing 

“  of all; thofe whofe houfes are a fanc- 
41 tuary to a l l ; they are in the way to 

44 heaven,”

No Hindoo of any of the four cajls is 
allowed, by his religion, to tafte any in
toxicating liquor; it is only drank by 
ftrangers, dancers, players, and Chanda- 

lahs, or outcafts; and the wine or liquor 

mentioned by Quintus Curtius we are at a 

lofs to account for, unlefs it were the toddy, 

or juice of the cocoa, the palm yra, and 
date tree, which, before it be fermented, is 
o f a cooling purgative quality, and drank 
on that account*.

That

* The three fpecies of the palm tree that I have 

mentioned, are in great abundance over almoft the 

whole peninfula and illands o f India.

The cocoa, which is the firlt in rank, is perhaps of 

more univerfal ufe to man, than any other tree the 

earth produces. It generally grows almoft perfectly 

ftftight, is from thirty to forty feet high, and about a

foot

I S * -
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That the Hindoos retain their original 

character and manners, notwithftand-*

ing

foot in diameter. It has no branchesj but about a 
do2ien leaves fpring immediately from the trunk near 
the top, which are about ten feet long, and, at the 

bottom of the leaf, from two to three in breadth.

Thefe leaves ferve to cover the houfes of the common 

clafles of the natives, to make mats for them to fit and 

lie upon; with the fined fibres o f the leaf, very beau

tiful mats are made, that are bought by the rich ; the 
coarfe fibres are made into brooms; and the Item o f 

the leaf, which is about as thick as a man’s ankle, is 

ufed for fuel. T he wood o f the tree when frefh cut, 

is fpungy; but this, as well as that of the palmy fa  tree, 

becomes hard by being kept, and attains a dark brown 

colour.— On the top of the tree, a large Ihoot is found, 

which, when boiled, refembles brocalo, but is perhaps 
o f a more delicate tafte, and though much liked, is fel- 
dom eat by the natives, as, on cutting it, the pith being 

left expofed, the tree dies. Between this fhoot and the 
leaves fpring feveral buds, from which, on making an 

incifion, diftils a ju ice, differing little either in colour or 

confidence from water. Men, whofe bufinefs it is,

. climb to the tops o f the trees in the evening, with, 

earthen pots tied round their w ade, which they fix to 

receive this juice, and take away early in the morning

before

j i 3  <■
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ing the conqiiefl o f their country by 
firangers, is owing to the religious

obferv-

\

before the fun has had any influence on it. The liquor]*' 
thus drawn, is generally called Tary, and by the Englilh 

Toddy. It is in this ftate cooling, and c f  a fweet agree
able tafte—-after being kept a few hours, it begins to 
ferment, acquires a fharper tafte, and a. (lighter in

toxicating quality. B y boiling it, a coarfe kind of 

Sugar is made ; and by diftillation it yields a ftrong 

spirit, which being every where fold, and at a low price, 

contributes not a little to ruin the health of our foldiers.

The name given to this fpirit by the Englifh is P ar- 
riar arrack, as it is drank by the Parriars or out- . 

cafts.— The trees from which the toddy is drawn, do 

not bear any fru it ; but if  the buds be left entire, they 

produce duffers of the cocoa-nut. This nut, in the hufle,

Is full as large as a maids head; and, when once ripe, 

fdls  with the leaft wind.—When frefh gathered it is 

green on the out fide; the hufk and the fheil are tender.

T he flieil when diyefted of the hu* may be about the 

ffte of an. oflrich’s egg; it is lifted with a white pulpy 

fubftance, and contains about a pint, or a pint and a 

* half, of liquor like water, and though the tafte be

fweet and agreeable, it is different from that of the 

toddy.

g In

10



M  >) ' (flyk ^ g ^ y  (C ■ ;■  O-Lj ,

C A S T S .  143

obfervance o f their rules and cuftoms, 
from which no hope of advantage, or

fear

In proportion as the fruit grows old, or is kept, the 

flrell hardens, the liquor diminilhes, and is at lalt 

enfirely abforbed by the white pulpy fubftance, which 

gradually attains the hardnefs of the kernel o f the 

almond, and is almoft as eafily detached from the Ihelh 

The Indians ufe this nut in their cookery.— From it 

great quantities of the purefl and heft lamp oil is prelied5 

and the fubftance, after it has been prefled, ferves to 

feed poultry and hogs, and is found an excellent 

nourilhment for them. Cups, and a variety of final! 

utenfils, are made o f the fhell.— The hulk is at leaft an 

inch ini thicknefs, and being compofed of ftrong fibres 

that eafily feparate, it furnilhes all the Indian cord

age.

The palmyra, or as it is called by the Portuguefe (from 

whom the Englifh, as in many other inftances, have 

borrowed the name) the pahneiro-brabo, is taller than 

the cocoa, greater quantities of toddy are drawn from i t ; 

for though a finall fruit which it yields be fometimes 

eat, and is drought wholcfome, yet it is but little fought 

after. This tree, like the cocoa, has no branches, but 

only a few large leaves quite at the top, which are alfo 

employed to thatch hoyfes, and to make mats and
umbrellas,

l > 3
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fear of pimifhment, can poffibly engage 

them to depart,

umbrellas. The timber of this tree is much ufed in 

building.
The date-tree is not fo tall as the cocoa. The fruit 

never arrives to maturity in India; toddy is drawn 

from it, but neither in fuch quantity, nor o f fo good a 

quality, as that which is procured from the two former 

fpecies. Indeed, the Indian date-tree is but of little 

value, comparatively with even the palmyra, though 

that be inferior to the cocoa.
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Religion o f the Hindoos.

T ^ ^ H A T E V E R  opinion may be formed 
o f the Hindoo religion itfelf, we 

cannot deny its profelfors the merit of haw

ing adhered to it with a conftancy unequal
led in the hiftory of any other. The num
ber of thofe who have been induced or 
compelled to quit their dodtrines, notwith- 
ftanding the long period of their fubje£tion, 
and the perfecutions they have undergone, 
is too inconfiderable to bear any proportion 
to the number of thofe who have adhered 
to them.

♦
It is a circumftance very lingular, and

r t#
merits particular attention, that, contrary 

V o l . I. L  to
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to the pradiee of every other religious 

foeiety, the Hindoos, far from difturbing 

thofe who are o f a different faith, by en

deavours to convert them, cannot even 

admit any profelytes ; and that, notwith- 

flanding the exdufion o f others, and 

thought tenacious o f their own dodrines, 

they neither hate, nor defpife, nor pity, 

fuch as. are o f a different belief, nor do they 

think them tefs favoured by the Supreme 

Being than themfelves. T hey fay, that i f  

the Author o f the univerfe preferred one 

religion to another, that only could prevail 
which he approved ; hecaufe to fuppofe 

fuch preference, while we fee fo many 

different religions, would be the height o f 

impiety, as it would be fuppofing injuftice 

towards thofe that he left ignorant o f his 

w ill; and they therefore conclude, that 

every religion is peculiarly adapted to the 

country and people where it is pradifed, 

and that all, in their original purity, are 

equally acceptable to God.

T he

: ‘ ! $ t
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*The Brahmans % who tranflated from 
the Sanfkrit language the laws and cuftoms 

of the Hindoos, fay, in the preliminary 
difcourfe prefixed to their work ;

“  From men of enlightened underfland™

“  ings and found judgment, who, in their 
“  refearches after truth, have fwept away 
“  from their hearts malice and oppofition,

“  it is not concealed that the diverfities of 
"  belief, which are caufes of enmity and 

“  envy to the ignorant, are in fa£t a de- 

“  monftration of the power of the Supreme 

“  Being.”
“  The truly intelligent well know, that 

“  the difference and variety of created 

“  things, and the contrarieties o f conftitu- 

“  tions, are types of his wonderful attri- 

“  butes, whofe complete power formed all 

“  things in the animal, vegetable, and ma- 
“  terial w orld; whofe benevolence feledled 
w man to have dominion and authority over

*  See S k e t c h  II,

L 2 “  the

/s' f
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“  the reft; who, having beftowed on him:
« judgment and underflanding, gave him 

4< fupremacy over the corners ot the world;

«  who, having put into liis hands the con- 
«  tro) and difpofal of all things, appointed 
“  to each nation its own religion ; and who 

u inftifcuted^a variety of tribes, and a tnui- 

«  tipHcity of different cuftoms, but views 
w with pleafure in every place the mode of 

ts w or fir ip particularly appointed to i t ; he 
« is with the attendants upon the moique, 
a  in counting the facred beads; and he is 
“  in the temple with the Hindoos, at the 

a  adoration of the idols.”

However the intention of thofe idols may 
have been corrupted in a long courfe of 
pra&ice by the ignorant multitude, or art
ful prieft, they, as well as their various 

deities, feem evidently to have been only 
defjgned to fhew the attributes o f a Being 
o f whom we cannot form any precife or 
Pimple idea, and who cannot be reprefented 
under any particular fhape j neither have

they

( t *  r
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•they any Image of Brama or God, who 
they fometimes call the Principle o f Truth, 
the Spirit o f Wifdom, the Supreme Beings the 
U niverfal Soul that penetrates every thing, 
and epithets of the fame kind. They fay,
“  that the mind may form feme conception 

“  o f his attributes, when brought feparately 
u before it) but who can graip the whole 

“  within the limited circle o f human 
** ideas ?

Saint Francis Xavier fays, that a Brah
man on the coaft o f Malabar confided to 

him, that one of the myfteries or fecrets o f 

the Hindoo do&rines confuted in believing 
that there was only one God, creator o f the

bee S ketch  V . iMr, de la Croze, however, 

mentions to have feen a Hindoo paint S ng of a  t r ia / . 'g f e ,  

m c lo je d  i n  a  c i r c le , which was fait! to be intended as an 

emblematical indication of the Supreme Being : but he 

obferves, that this is not as a thing to worfhip, and 

that no image Is ever made of God . Hift, du Chrilh 
des Indes.

I, 3 heavens
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heavens and the earth, and that only that 

Cod was worthy to be adored * , v

Bernier, who was an attentive traveller, 
a faithful narrator, and who, if  we make 

allowances for the prejudices o f the age in 

which he lived, may be confidered as a 

judicious obferver, gives the following ac

count of a converlation he had with fome 

of the principal pundits at Benares, upon 

the fubjedt o f the worjhip o f idols among 

the Hindoos.

<{ Lorfque je  defcendis le long du Gauge,

“  et que je palfai par Benares, j ’allai trouver 

** le chef des Pundits qui fait la fa demeure 
“  ordinaire. C ’eft un religieux tcllement 
<£ rcnomme pour fon favoir, que Chah 

“  Jehan "f, tant pour fa fcience que pour 

u complaire aux Rajas, lui fit penfion de

* L ib . I. Ep. 5.
|  T he father o f Aurengzehe : his name is generally 

written by the Englifii, Shaw Jehan.

deux

l i t -
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t< deux mill# roupies. C ’etoit un gros 

£t homme, trll bien fair, et qu’on re- 
“  gardoit avec plaibr: pour tout vetement 
“  H n’avoit qu’une efpece d’echarpe 
(S blanche de foye, qui etoit liee a l’entour 
H de fa ceinture, eL* qui pertdoit jufqu’a 
“  mi-jam be, avec un autre echarpe rouge,
"  de foye, affez large, | u si] avoit fur les 
“  epaules comme un petit manteau. Je  
£C l’avois vu plufieurs fois a Delhi dans 

cette pofture, devant le Roi, dins FAf- 
“  femblee de tous les Omrahs, et marcher 
u par les rues tantot a pied tantoten Palcky *  
u Je Favois auili vu, et j ’avois converfe 
“  plufieurs fois avec lui, parceque pen- 
“  dant un an il s’etoit toujours trouve a 

u noire conference devant mon Agah, a 
“  qui il faifoit la cour, afin qu’ii lui fit 

u redonner la penfion, qiF Aurengzebe,
“  parvenu a F Empire, lui avoit otee, pour 

“  paroitre grand Mufulman. Dans la

* Called by the Englifn Palankeen, though the man

ner in which the French write and pronounce it, is 

more correct.—The natives call it Palhee,

L  4 vifite

I I I  '
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1 “  vifite que je lui rendis a Benares, il me 
“  fit cent careffes, et me donna meme la 

“  collation dans la Bibliotheque de fon 

“  Urfiverfite avec les fix plus femeux Puri- 
u dets de la ville. Quand je  me vis en fi 
“  bonne compagnie, je  les priai tous, de 

“  me dire leqr fentiment fur 1’adoration de 

“  leurs Idoles; car je  leur difois que je  
“  m’en allois des Indes extre'mement fcan- 

“  dalife de ce cote la, et leur reprochois
f .. . ’ ’ >•'

1C que c’ Ctoit une chofe contre toute forte 

•l de raifon et tout a fait indigne de gens 
“  favans et Philofophes comme eux

“  Nous avons veritablement, me dirent 

u ils, dans nos temples, quantite de fta- 
u tues diverfes, comme cclle de Brahma 
<e Mahadeu, Genich, et Gavani f ,  qui 

“  font des priqcipaux et des plus parfaits 

“  Dettta$r et meme de quantite d’autres 
“  de moindre perfection, auxquelles nous

• .1 , , „ . |  I ..... ..................................... ■" ■"  ..... ................... *..................... ........... .............................. .......  >■!.,

*  This, I prefume, is a miftake ; Bernier probably 

meant B r i m h a .

f  Probably, Jiawany.
<c rendons

■ i t , ' ,  ,
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44 rendons heaucoup d’honneur, nous nous 
44 prodernons devant tiles, et leut prefen- 
44 tons dgs Bears, du ris, des builes, de 
** fen rears, du fafran et autres c holes lem~
44 blables avec beaucoup de ceremonie:
41 neanmolns, nous ne croyons point que 
44 ces flat ues fbient ou Brahma me me, on 
“  Bechen *  lui me me, et ainb des autres,

44 mats feulement leurs images et reprefen- 
44 tations, et nous ne leur rendons ces bon- 
44 neurs qua caufe de ce qu’ell^s repre- 
44 lent eat j dies fpnt dans qos Dmras- 

44 afm qu‘ il y ait quelque chole devant les 
44 yeux qui arrete fefprit; et quand nous 

44 prions, ce i f  eft pas la flatue que nous 
44 prions, mais celui qui eft reprdente par 
44 la flatue : au rede nous reconnoiHons 
44 que bed Dieu qui ed le m ait re abfolu et 
i( le feu! Jbut-puiilhntf '

Mr- Ziegcnbalg, one of the firfl mifliona- 
ries that was fent by the king of Denmark

* VilOhen, or VKhnou. f  Dewuh, or temgjes.

to

•: | r . . • , •
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to Tranquebar*, and who may be named 
the proteftant apoftle of India, having 

afked, in writing, from different Brahmans, 
the reafon of their not offering worfhip to 
the Supreme Being, they uniformly re-

*  Tranquebar was granted to the Danes, by the 

Rajah of Tanjour, in 16 2 1.— The king of Denmark 

having ar plied to M. Francke, profeflor of theology at 
Halle, to recommend perfons fit to be fent as miflion- 

aries to India, felebled M. Ziegenbalg and M. Plutchau.
They failed from Copenhagen the 29th of November

1705, and arrived at Tranquebar the 9th of July

170 6. M. Plutchau, after a few years refidence, return

ed to Europe, and remained there. M. Ziegenbalg 

vifited Europe in 1 7 1 5 ;  came from Denmark to Eng

land, embarked there the 4th of March 171 6,  landed 

at Madras the pth of Auguft of the fame year, and
y

died at Tranquebar the 23d of February 1719- Fie 

tranflated into the Malabar, or Tamoul language, the 

whole of the New Teft ament, and at his death had 

nearly completed a tranflation of the Old. Fie wrote 

a Malabar grammar, that was printed at Halle ; and a 

dibtionary, that was printed at Tranquebar in 1 71 2 ,  

which then contained 20,000 words, and was after
wards augmented. Vid. Hill, du Chrift. des Indes, 

par le Croze.

8 plied,

X X v X X A - / ^  .• : A
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plied, that God was a Being without ihape, 
incomprebemible, of whom no precife idea 

could ho formed ; and that the adoration 
before idols, being ordained by their re
ligion, God would receive, and confider 

that as adoration offered to himfelf.

Some learned men, or pundits, that he 

calls Gnanigueuls, who have written on the 
Narghenny worfhipy or worfhip of the. in- 
■ vifible, have no other object o f adoration 
but that Being j and their hooks treat only 
of the love of God, and duties o f morality.
He gives fome literal trarrflations of paffages 
from their writings.

ft The Being of beings is the only God, 
ff eternal, and every where prefent, who 
** cGtnprifes every thing \ there is no God 
“  but thee.”

“  O Sovereign of all beings, Lord of the 
t£ Heavens and the Earth, before whom

flrall I deplore my Wretchednefs, if  thou 

** abandon me *

* From a book: named Voru-baddu.
“  God
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“  Cod is, as upon a  fea without bounds 5 

u thofe who wifh to approach him muft 
<c appeafe the agitation of the waves— they 
“  muft be o f a tranquil and fteady mind, 

“  retired within themfelves, and their 
“  thoughts being collected, muft be fixed 

“  on God only

In a letter written to M. Ziegenbalg, by 
a Brahman, he fays, u God may be known 
“  by his laws, and wonderful works. B y  

“  the reafon and underftanding he has 
“  given to man, and by the creation and 
“  prefervation of all beings. It is indif- 
u penfably the duty of man, to believe in 
u God, and love him.— Our law enjoins 
“  this.— Thofe two principles ought to be 
“  in his fpeech, in his mindj they fhould 
“  guide all his a&ions, in which being well 

“  founded, he fhould invoke God, and en- 
4< deavour in every thing to conform him* 

“  felf to his will.”

* Erom a book named Tchiva-Vackkium.

A  H in-

/a
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A  Hindoo having been converted to 
Chriftianity by the Daniffi miffionariesj his 

father wrote to him, “  You are yet unac- 

“  quainted with the myfteries o f our re- 
“  ligion.—W e do not worfhip many 
<c Gods in the extravagant manner you 

“  imagine.— In all the multitude of images,
“  we adore one Divine eflence only. W e 
u have amongft us learned men, to whom 

“  you fhould apply, and who will remove 
all your doubts

M . de la Croze, in fpeaking from the 
authority o f M. Xiegenbalg, and another 
miffionary, M. J .  E. Grundler, fays, “  la  

“  one o f their books, they (the Hindoos)
** exprefs themfelves in the following man- 

(i ner : The Supreme Being is invifible, in- 
“  comprehenfible, immoveable, without 

“  figure or fhape. No one has ever feen 

M him ; time never comprifed him ; his 
“  eflence pervades every th ing; all was 
44 derived from him, &C.1’

* Hift. dn Chrift. des Indes, tome ii. liv. 6.

Father

16 1
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Father Boucher, fuperior o f the Jefuit 

miffionarics, writes to the bifhop of 
Avranehes, from Madura* in the Carnatick.

56 The Indians acknowledge one eternal 
u God, infinitely perFcct."

“  They fay, that the great number of di- 

u vlnih.es which they w or (hip, are only in-

fertor deities, entirely fubjedl: to the will 

a o f the Supreme Being, who is equally 

tc Lord of gods and men W*

Sir William Jones obferves, M The 
u learned Hindoos, as they are inftru&ed 
*  by their own books, in truth ackoow- 
“  ledge only one Supreme Being* whom 
u they call Brahm , or the great one, in the 

t£ neuter gender. They believe his eileu.ee 
“  to be infinitely removed from the com- 
u prehenlion o f any mind but his own, 
a and they iuppofe him to manifeft his

* Lettres Edif. et: Cur. z 2.mo. edit, de Paris, 1 7 8 1 .  
tome ii.

tc power

■ S ■ §L
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“  power by the operation of his divine 
« ip irit*.”

The vulgar, whofe underftandings are 
only exercifed by the ufual occupations and 

occurrences in their particular fpheres o f 
life ; and the feeble, or ignorant, among the 
higher ranks of mankind, inftead of going 

into fpeculative refle&ions, naturally fix 
their attention on the external objefl that 

is prefented to them, which, aided with a 
little art, gradually leads them into a fuper- 
ftitious veneration of things, to which an 

inquiring and thinking mind eafily under- 
ftands that none is due. Nor need we go 

to Hindoftan for infiances o f the truth of 
this aflertion.

I f  we, therefore, abfirafl our minds from 
the abufes, and inquire into the fpirit, of

* Afiatic Refearclies, vol. u, * " T „..... ■ '
the

i ? l
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the Hindoo religion, we fhall find,: that it 
inculcates the belief in one God only, with
out beginning and without end ; nor can 

any thing he more fublime than their idea 
of the Supreme Being. I lhali quote fome 
ftanzas from a hymn to Narrayna, or the 
Spirit o f God, taken, as Sir William Jones 
informs us, from the writings o f their an
cient authors.

Spirit o f Spirits, who, through ev’ry part 
O f ipace expanded, and of endleis time,
Beyond the reach of h b ’ring thought fublime,
Badft uproar into beauteous order ftart j 

Before heav’n was, thou art.

Ere fpheres beneath us roll’d, or fpheres above,
Ere earth in firmamental tether hung,

Thou fat’ft alone, till, through thy myftic love,
Things unextfting to exiftence fprung,

And grateful defcant fung,

Omnifcient Spirit, whofe all-ruling pow’r 

Bids from each fenfe bright emanation's beam;
Glows in the rainbow, fparkles in the Bream,

Smiles in the bud, and gliftens in the flow’r 

That crowns each vernal how’r 5

Sighs
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Sighs in the gale, and warbles in the throat 
O f every bird that hails the bloomy fpring,

Or tells his love in many a liquid note,
Whilft envious artifts touch the rival Itring,

T ill rocks and forefts ring 5

Breathes iri rich fragrance from the Sandal grove,
Or where the precious mulk-deer playful rove;
In dulcet juice, from cluft’ring fruit diltils,
And burns falubrious in the tafteful clove:

Soft banks and verd’rous hills 
T h y prefent influence fills ;

In air, in floods, in caverns, woods, and plains,
T h y will infpirits all, thy fovereign Maya reigns.

Blue cryftal vaiilt, and elemental fires,
That in th’ sethereal fluid blaze and breathe;
Thou, tofling main, whofe fnaky branches wreathe 

This penfile orb with intertwifiing gyres }

Mountains, whofe lofty fpires,
Rrefumptuous, rear their fummits to the Ikies,

And blend their em’rald hue with fapphire ligh t;
Smooth meads and lawns, that glow with varying dyes 

O f dew-befpangled leaves and bloffoms bright,

Hence ! vanifli from my fight 

Helufive pictures! unfubftantial fliow s!

M y foul abforb’d one only Being knows,
O f all perceptions one abundant fource,
Whence ev’ry object, ev’ry moment flows :

V o t. L  M  Suns

-----• v*.s--»*>.'-

I
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Suns hence (-. rive their force,
Hence planets learn their courfe;
But funs and fading worlds I  view no more •,

God only I perceive; God only I  ador$.

Brimha, Vifhnou, and Shiva, are un
doubtedly only emblems of the power, 
the goodnefs, and juftice o f the Supreme 
Being, and are fometimes called the three
united, in one *.

i & '■'•..'■a'-
In the dialogues between Krifhna and

Arjoon, contained in the Bhagvat Geeta,
Krifhna fays: “  I am the creator o f all 
“  things, and all things proceed from me.

1 “  Thofe who are endued with fpiritual 
<£ wifdom know this, and worfhip me.”

|
“  I am the foul, which is in the bodies 

of all things. I am the beginning and 
“  the end. I am time; I am all-grafping

* Some of the early Roman Catholic MiiTionaries 
thought they perceived in the allegory o f Brimha,

Vifhnou, and Shivah, a belief in the Holy Trinity.

“  death;

' ' ''

/ 7
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“  death ; and I am the refurre&ion. I 
“  am the feed of all things in nature*
“  and there is not any thing animate or 

“  inanimate without me.

“  I am the myftic figure Oom*, the 
“  Reek, the Samy and the Tayoor Veds.
“  I am the witndfs, the comforter, the 
“  afylum, the friend. I am generation,
“  and dilfolution : in me all things are re- 
“  pofited.

“  The whole univeife was fpread abroad 

u by me.

“  The foolihh are unacquainted with my 

64 fupreme and divine nature. They are

------------ -— ■>-----------*—  ------------ ------

* Oom is laid to be a myftic word, or emblem, to 

lignify the Deity, and to be compofed of Sanfkrit 

roots, or letters ; the firft of which ftands for Creator ; 

the fecond, Preferver ; and the third Deftroyer. It 

is forbidden to be pronounced, except with extreme 

reverence. An analogy has been found between this 

riionofyilnble and the Egyptian On. W i l k i n s .

M 2 “ of

I 9  L
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“  of vain hope, o f vain endeavours, and 

“  void of reafon; whilft thofe of true 
“  wifdom ferve me in their hearts, undi- 
“  verted by other gods,

' -, ; -' !|§§J | ' lj ■. . 1 ■
’■*' I’’' ' ' ■» ' '

“  Thofe who worlhip other gods, wor- 
“  fhip me. I ran in the facrifice, in the 
“  fpices, in the invocation, in the fire, and 
“  in the v id im f’

Arjoon fays in reply : “  Thou art the 

“  prime Creator-Eternal God ! Thou art 
w the Supreme ! By thee the univerfe was 

“  fpread abroad ! Thou art Vayoo, the 
"  god of the winds j Agnee, the god o f 
“  fire j Varoon, the god of the oceans,,
« &c. ' I * ,v ■ :* X§m| . ./■> : . . ;■

v.i "
*c Reverence be unto thee; again and 

“  again reverence, O thou, who art all in 
“  all i Great is thy power, and great thy 
** glory ! Thou art the lather of all things f

M where-

n c
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** wherefore I bow down, and with my 
u body proftrate on the ground, crave thy 
<{ mercy. Lord, worthy to be adored!

“  bear with me as a father with a fon ; a 
** friend with a friend $ a lover with the 
u beloved.”

In fpeaking of ferving the Deity, Krishna 
fays;

u They who delighting in the welfare 
“  of all nature, ferve me in my incor- 
“  ruptible, ineffable, and invifible form j 
“  omnipotent, incomprehenfible, (landing 
a on high, fixed, and immoveable, with 
“  fubdued paflions, and who are the fame 
“  in all things, (hall come unto me.

“  Thofe whofe minds are attached to 
“  my invifible nature, have the greater 
“  labour, becaufe an invifible path is dif- 

u ficult to corporeal beings. Place thy 
“  heart on me, and penetrate me with thy 
“  underftanding, and thou flialt hereafter 

“  enter unto me. But if thou fhouldft 
M 3 “  be

 ̂ .. / 7̂” ‘
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be unable at once ftedfaftly to fix thy 
f‘ mind on me, endeavour to find me by 
“  means of conftant pra&ice.

“  He, my fervant, is dear to me, who 
“  is free from enmity; merciful, and ex- 
“  empt from pride and felfifhnefs ; who 

- et is the fame in pain and in pleafure;

“  patient of wrongs; contented; and

“  whofe mind is fixed on me alone.
| .  '  . . . .  _
1 • ' . '

“  He is my beloved, of whom man- 
“  kind is not afraid, and who is not afraid 
“  of mankind; who is unfolicitous about 

“  events; to whom praife and blame are 
“  as one ; who is of little fpeech ; who is 
“  pleafed with whatever cometh to pafs;
<c who has no particular home, and is of 

“  a fteady mind.”

In treating of good works, he fays :
P'-

“  Both the defertion and practice of
works, are the means of happinefs.

“  But

H i

L  : '  »
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“  But of the two, the practice is to he 

“  diftingiulhed above the defertion.

u The man, who, performing the duties 
“  of life, and quitting all intereft in them,
“  placeth them upon Brabm, the Supreme,
“  is not tainted with fm, but remaineth like 
“  the leaf of the lotus unaffeded by the 

water's,

“  Let not the motive be in the event: 
li be not one of thofe, whofe motive for 
“  adion is in the hope of reward.

“  Let not thy life be fpent in inadion:

“  perform thy duty, and abandon all 
“  thoughts of the cpnfequence. The 
<c miferable and unhappy are lb about the 

event of things j but men, who are en- 
“  dued with true wifdom, are unmindful 

« of the event.”

The Hindoos believe, that the foul, after 

death, is tried, and, according to the con- 
M 4 dud

I 7 f
X y , ..4
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I dud of the deceafed, is either rewarded or
punifhed. That the fouls o f fuch holy men 
as have arrived to that degree of perfedion 
as entirely to have fubdued their paffions 
are immediately, and without trial, ad- 
mitted to eternal happinefs. That the fouls 

o f the wicked, after being confined for 
a time in Narekba *, and punifhed accords 
ing to their offences, are fent back upon the 
ftage of life, to animate other bodies, o f mei\ 
or beafts. That even thofe whofe lives have 
been chequered with good and evil, muff 
likewife return : And that thefe probations, 
chaftifements, and tranfmigrations, continue 
to be repeated, until every vicious inclina
tion be correded. They fhudder at the 
idea of eternal punifhment, as incompatible 

, with their notions of the juftice and good- 
nefs of the Almighty.

-  ------------------------------------------------

! *  Narekha is the name given to the infernal rer 

gions, which are fuppofed to be divided into a variety 

o f places adapted to different degrees of punifhment,
:''V& X  ' , ’

■<
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It is pretended that a few holy men, by 
fpecial divine grace, have a knowledge of, 
or are able to look back on their former 
dates of exiftence.

j.
It feems alfo to be a prevalent opinion, 

with them, that this world, befides being 
a ftate o£ probation, is likewife a date of 
temporary reward and punifhraent. They 
fay, “  It cannot be denied that the benefits 
.<* which fome enjoy, are in recompence of 
“  their former virtues; but fhould thefe,
11 in a new life, forget God, and dilbbey his 
“  laws, their former conduft will not avail 
** them, they will be again tried and

judged according to their addons.”
Nearly the fame lentiments were profefled 
by many of the Greek philosophers.

Notwithftanding that the Hindoos are 
feparated into the Vtjhuou Bukbt and 

Shivab Bukbt, and that a variety of feds 
are to be found over the whole penin- ■ ;
Tula, the chief articles of their religion

are
4

: ' IB' ;
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I are uniform. All believe in Brahma, or
the Supreme Being; in the immortality o f 
the foul 5 in a future ftate of rewards and 
punifhments; in the dodrine of the me- 
lempfychofis; and all acknowledge the 
Veds as containing the principles of their 

laws and religion. Nor ought we to 
wander at the fchifms that have.arifen in 
fuch. a vaft fpace of time, but rather be 
furprifed, that they have been fo mild in 
their confequences; efpecially when we 
reflect on the numbers that arofe amongft 
ourfelves, and the dreadful effects they pro
duced in a period fo much fhorter.

Their rules of morality are moll bene
volent ; and hofpitality and charity are not 
only ftrongly inculcated, but I believe no 
where more univerfally pradifed than 
amongft the Hindoos.

“  Hofpitality is commanded to be exer- 
<£ ciled even towards an enemy, when he 
“  cometh into thine houfe : the tree doth

“  not
; , ' ■ %

i
i % lI 'L . • -

' c° ix



R E L I G I O  N, I7J
' f ' '.'i

M not withdraw its ihade even from the
“  wood-cutter.

“ Good men extend their charity unto '
4t the vileft animals. The moon doth not 
“ withhold her light even from the cot- • I
« tage of the Chandala *,

« Is this one of us, or is he a ftranger?
« —Such is the reafoning of the ungene- 
« r0us: but to thofe by whom liberality 

is pra&ifed, the whole world is but as 
one family.”

I (hall conclude this chapter with an
other pafiage from the Heetopades, the 
valuable truth of which feems, happily, 
to be underftood by them. — “ T here is 
f* one friend, Religion, who attendeth even 
“  in death, though all other things go to 
,s decay like the body.”

*  Outcaft,
S ' - v ■ ■ :Vj; . , ■/." ■■ "l.-' '■ %  A ; . . yGi ‘g ' ' ,;<C:y ... v ,
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Mythology o f the Hindoos.

p^Qtwithftanding what has been fait!
in the foregoing Sketch, it inuft be 

owned, that the multitude believe in the 
exiftence of inferior deities, which, like 
the divinities of the Greeks and Romans, 
are reprefented under different forms, and 
with fymbols expreffive of their different 
qualities and attributes : all thefe are how
ever ftippofed to be inferiour to the triad,
Brimha, Vijhnou, and Shiva.

•
Bawaney *, as the mother o f the gods, is 

held in high veneration, but the other

goddeffes

* Bawaney, or Bhava/ii, (for I fuppofe the name 

to mean the fame divinity, and to be only a different

mode

.. .....................a,Ml,.,.,. ;   . •     a*. 
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goddefles are always reprefented as the 

fubordinate powers of their refpe&ive lords.

Brimha is faid to mean, in Sanfkrit, 
the wifdom o f God. He is reprefented 
•with a crown upon his head, and with 

four hands: in one he holds a fceptre j 
in another the Veds * ;  in a third a ring, 
or circle, as an emblem of eternity; and 
the fourth is empty, being ready to affift 
and protect his works. Near his image is 
the hanfe, or flamingo, on which he is fup- 
pofed to perform his journies.

!"vt ■ ''t■■,;V' ' v ■ ..y/v̂ afS
[py*̂  :;V . /• ;:-v,,: v... \ ■> : ’'-M

His goddefs Serafwaty is the patrotrefs 
of imagination and invention, of harmony 

and eloquence. She is ufually reprefented 
with a mufical inftrument in her hand j

* . 11
mode of fpelling or pronouncing it,) likewife appears 
tn a variety o f other characters, as the confort of 
Maha-Diva, &c.

;iW  . . i -
*  See S k e tc h  V ,

and

I .

P ' i  , ' . 1
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:

and is iuppofcd to have invented the Deva- 
nagry letters, and the Sanikrit language, 
in which the divine laws were conveyed to 

( , mankind.

Sweet grace of Brimhah bed !

Thou, when thy glorious lord 

■ Bade airy nothing breathe and blefs his pow’r,'.
Sat’d, with illumin’d head,

And, in fuMime accord,
Seven fprightly notes to hail th’ aufpicious hour*

I.i.d'ft from their fecret bow’r :

They drank the air ; they came
• ' ( ' ' dlj/y

W ith many a iparkling glance,
And knit the mazy dance,

Like yon bright orbs, that gird the folar flainej 
#' Now parted, now combin'd,

Clear as thy fpeecli, and various as thy midd.

Young paffions, at the found.

In fhadowy forms arofe,

O’er hearts, yet uncreated, furfe to reign;.

Joy , that o’erleaps all bounds,
Grief, that in filence grows,

Hope, that with honey blends the cup o f pain,

Pale fear, and ftern difdain,
Grim wrath’s avenging band,

Love, nurs’d in dimple fmooth,

That ev’ry pang can footh.
Thee,

/ g  c
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Thee, her great parents owns,

All ruling eloquence;

That, like full Ganga, pours her ftream divine,

Alarming Hates and thrones :

T o  fix the flying fenfe

O f words, thy daughters, by the varied line,

(Stupendous a rt!) was thine ;

Thine, with the pointed reed *,

To give primeval truth 
T h ’ unfading bloom of youth,

And

* The pen employed by the Hindoos to write on 

paper is a fmall reed. To write on leaves, which is 
the ufual method, they employ a pointed iron in fir la
ment, with which, properly fpeaking, they engrave j 

the leaves are generally of the palm-tree; they are cut 

into long regular {tripes, about an inch broad ; being 

of a thick fubftance, and fmooth hard furface, they 

may be kept for almoft any fpace of time, and the 

letters have the advantage of not being liable to be 

effaced or grow fainter. Their books confilt of a 

number of thofe leaves, which by a hole pierced at one 

end are tied loofely together. After the writing is 

fmilhed, they fometimes rub the leaves with a black 
powder, which filling up the incifures, renders the 

’ . letters more confpicuous. In fome parts of India they

likewife write on leaves with ink. Engraving on them, 

feems better adapted to the Indian characters, than it
would

IS f  ■ I
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And paint on deathlefs leaves high virtue's meed:
Fair Science, heaven-born child,

And playful Fancy on thy bofom fmil’d.

• Who bid the fretted verie 

Start from his deep repofe,
And wakes to rrielody the quiv’ring frame?

What, youth, with godlike mien,

O ’er his bright fhouk ' ’"oWs 

The verdant gourd that fwells with draggling flame 

Nared * , immortal name !

H e, like his potent fire,
Creative fpreads around 
The mighty world of found,

And calls from {peaking wood ethereal fire 5 
While to th’ accordant firings 

O f boundlefs heav’ns, and heav’nly deeds, he fingfr 

But look ! the jocund, hour®
A  lovelier feene difplay,

Young Hindol fportive in his golden M in g ,

High canopied With flow’rs i 

t  W hile Ragnies ever gay

Tofs the light cordage, and in cadence fing'

The fweet return of fpriiig.

would be to thofe in ufe with Europeans, as none o f 

the former with which I am acquainted, have aimed 

any fine ftrokes in them,

*  Nared is the fuppofed ton of Briniha.

In

u $
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In the argument to this poem, we are 
told, that every name, allufion, or epithet, 

is taken from approved treatifes. It is ad- 
drefled to Serafwaty, as goddefs of har

mony : the mufical modes are fuppofed to 
be demi-gods or genii; and ati original 

Raga, or god of the mode, is fuppofed to 
prefide over each of the fix feafons * ;  each 
Raga is attended by five Ragnies, or itymphs 
of harmony ■ f;  each has eight fons, ox genii, 
of the fame divine art; and to each Raga 
and his family is appropriated a diftindt fea-

# It mult be here obferved, that there are fix fea

fons in Ind ia :

Seefar, the dewy feafon.
Heemat, the cold feafon.
Vasant, mild feafon or fpring.

Greefshma, hot feafon.
Varsa, the rainy feafon.

Sarat, breaking, or the breaking up, or end of the 

rains. See W ilk in s.

j- Sir W illiam Jones, in the firft volume of the Afia- 

tic Refearches, likewife explains the Ragnies and 

Ragas to be pajjtons.

V ol. I. N fon,
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fori, in which alone his melody can be lung, 

or played, at prefcribed hours of the day 
and night. The mode of Dipaca, or 
Cupid the inflamer, is fuppofed to be lo ll; 
and a tradition is current in Hindoftan, 

that a mufician who attempted to reftore 
it, was confirmed by fire from heaven.

A h ! where has Dipac veil'd

! His flame-encircled head ?

Where flow his lays, too fweet for mortal ears?

O lofs how long bewail’d !

Is yellow Camod fled ?
But, earth-born artift, hold !
I f  e’er thy foaring lyre

j T o  Dipac’s notes afpire,

T h y firings, thy bow’r, thy breaft, with rapture bold,

Red lightening fhall confume;

Nor can thy fweetelt fong avert the doom.

I I  v, , 4 - A
The laft couplet of the poem alludes to 

the celebrated place o f pilgrimage, at the 

confluence of the Ganga and Yanina> which 

the Serafwaty, another facred river, is fup
pofed to join under ground.

Theft

M o
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Thefe arc thy wondrous arts,

Queen of the flowing fpeech,

Thence Serafwaty nam’d, and Vany bright!

Oh ! joy of mortal hearts,

Thy myftic wifdom teach,

Expand thy leaves, and, with ethereal light,

Spangle the veil of night.

I f  Lepit pleafe thee more, ,

Or Brahmy, awful namp !
* "

Dread Brahmy’s aid we claim,
And third, Yacdevy, for thy balmy love,

Drawn from that rubied cave,

Where meek-ey’d pilgrims hail the triple wave.

i
The unarmed Minerva of the Romans 

“ apparently correfponds, as patronefs of 
“ fclence and genius, with Serafwaty, the 
u wife of Brimha and the emblem of his 
“ principal creative power: both goddeffes 
“ have given their names to celebrated 
“ grammatical works; but the Serefwata 
“ of Sarupacharya, is far more concife, as
, __ ___________ ____ —  ---------------------- ------------- -— -

*  Sir William Jones writes Brahma, but I have pre
fumed to write it Brim ha, from the opinion that Brah

ma is the Supreme and Univerfal Being, and Brimha 

but an emblem of one of his attributes.

V ol. I. N 2 “ well
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“  well as more iifeful and agreeable, than
I “  the Minerva of San&ius. The Minerva

“  of Italy invented the flute, and Seraf- 
) {£ waty presides over melody : the proted-

“  refs of Athens was even, on the fame ac- 
“  count, furnamed MuficeP

“  Many learned mythologifts, with G i- 
raldus at their head, confide* the peaceful 

“  Minerva as the Ifis of Egypt, from whole 
“  temple at Sais a wonderful infcriptioti 

is quoted by Plutarch, which has a re- 

** femblance to the four Sanfkrit verfes above 
“  exhibited, as the text of the Bhagvat.—

I  am all that hath been, and iit and jhall 
<c be j and my veil hath no mortal ever re- 
“  moved. For my part, I have no doubt 
“  that the Ifwara and Hi of the Hindoos, 
u are the Ofiris and Ifis of the Egyptians,

. <! though a diftind eflay, in the manner o f
“  Plutarch, would be requifite, in order to 

“  demonftrate their identity, & c .* ”

* See Afiatic Refearelies, vol. i. p. 252, 253..
In
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In the temples of Vifhnou *, this god is 
worshipped under the form of a human 
figure, having a circle of heads, and four 
hands, as emblems of an all-feeing and all- 
provident being. The figure o f thegciroora, 
a bird f , on which he is fuppofed to ride, is 

frequently to be found immediately in front 
o f his image. Sometimes he is to be feen 
fitting on a ferpent with feveral heads.
They relate many different incarnations of 
Vifhnou. One of his names, in his ore- 
ferving quality, is Hary.

! I
“  Nearly oppofite to Sultan-gunge, a con-
fiderable town in the province of Bahar,

“  there Hands a rock of granite, forming 

“  a fmall iffand in the midft of the Ganges,
“  known by Europeans by the name of
“  the rock o f Jehanguecry, which is highly

I __________ ___
* See S k et c  V .

f  This facred bird is a large brown kite, with a white 

head. The Brahmans, at fome o f the temples o f Vi£h- 
nou, accuftomed birds of that fpecies that may be in 

the neighbourhood, to come at Hated times to be fed, 

and call them by finking a brafs plate.

N 3 worthy

m
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“  worthy the traveller’s notice, for a vaft 
“  number of images carved in relief up- 
“  on every part of its furface, Amongfl:

“  thefe there is Hary, of a gigantic fize,

“  recumbent upon a coiled ferpent, wliofe 

“  heads, which are numerous, the artift 

“  has contrived to fpread into a kind of 
“  canopy over the fleeping god, and from 

“  each of its mouths iffues a forked tongue,
“  feeming to threaten death to any whom 

“  rafhnefs might prompt to difturb him.
“  The whole figure lies almoft detached 
“  from the. block on which it is hewn ; is 
“  finely imagined, and executed with great 
“  {kill. The Hindoos are taught to believe, 

that at the end of every kalpa, or crea- 
“  tion, all things are abforbed in the deity,
“  and that in the interval to another crea- 

“  tion, he repofeth himfelf on the ferpent 
“  Sefha, duration, and who is alfo called 
“  Ananta, or endlefs *

* Note of Mr. Wilkins to his tranflation o f the 

Heetopades.
k-echemy
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Lechemy is the confort of Vifhnou, and 

is the goddefs of abundance and pro
sperity. She is likewife named Pedma,
Camala, and Sri, or in the f ir ji cafe Sris.

\
She may be called Ceres of the Hindoos, 
and, with a little help from imagination, 

an affinity may be found in the names. Sir 

William Jones, /in order to (Lengthen this 

Opinion, ingenioufly obferres, that “  it 
“  may be contended, that although Lechemy 

“  may be figuratively called the Ceres 

“  of Hindoftan, yet any two or more 

idolatrous nations who fubfifted by agri~ 

u culture, might naturally conceive a deity 
“  to prefuie over their labours, without 

<! having the leaft intercourfe with each 

“  either; but no reafon appears why two 
‘ “'nations fhould concur! in fuppofing 

“  that deity to be a female: one, at leaft, of 
“  them would be more likely to imagine,
“  that the earth was a goddefs, and that 

“  the God of abundance rendered her fer-*
“  tile. Befides, in very ancient temples 

N 4 “  seat

n r
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** rtfiar to Gaya, we fee images of Lechemy,
<l with full breafts, and a cord twifted under 

“  her arm, like a horn o f plenty, and which 
“  look very much like the old Grecian and 
“  Roman figures of Ceres.”

Shivah is reprefented under different hu
man forms, and has a variety of names, 
but is generally called Shivah and Maha- 

Deva,

Facing the image is that of an ox in a 
fuppliant pofture; it being fuppofed, that 
this animal was feledted by him as his 
favourite conveyance.

yap. ' ■ f : '
In his deflxoying quality, he appears as a 

fierce man, with a fnake twined round his 
neck.

He is alfo called the god of good and evil 
fortune; and, as fuch, is reprefented with 

a crefcent in front o f his crown.------ “  M ay

I p  . <SL
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‘4 he, on whofe diadem is a crefcent, caufe 
“  profperity to the people of the earth *.**

One of the names of his goddefs is Cow 
r y ; who is alfo called Kaly, from kalat 
time; which, by the Hindoo poets, is always 
perfonified, and made the agent of de~ 
ftru&ion. But Sir William Jones fays, 
that her leading names and chara&ers are,
Parvati, Durga, and Bbavani, . “  As the 
“  mountain-born goddefs, or Parvati, £he has 

“  many properties of the Olympian Jun o;

“  her majeftie deportment, high fpirit,

“  and general attributes are the fame; and 
“  we find her, both on Mount Cailafa and 
“  at the banquets of the deities, uniformly 
“  the companion of her hufband.”

“  She is ufually attended by her fon,

“  Carticeya, who rides on a peacock, and,
“  in fome drawings, his own robe feema 
“  to be fpangled with eyes; to which

*  Heetopades.
“  muft

I

A. ’ • f
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“  muft be added, that in Tome o f her temples-,

“  a peacock, without a rider, ftands near 
“  her image. Though Carticeya, with his 
“  fix faces and numerous eyes, bears fome 
“  refemblance to Argus, whom Juno em- 
“  ployed as her principal wardour, yet as 

“  he is a deity of the fecond clafs, and the 
** commander of celeftial armies, he feems 
“  clearly to be, the Oriis of Egypt, and the 
“  Mars of Italy.”

“  The attributes o f Durga, or difficult o f 
“  accefs, are alfo confpicuous, in the fefti- 
“  val which is called by her name, and in 
“  this character fhe refembles Minerva; not 
“  the peaceful inventrefs of the fine and 
“  ufeful arts, but Pallas, armed with a hel- 
“  met and fpear: both reprefent heroic
“  virtue, or valour united with wifdom;

“  both flew demons and giants with their 
“  own hands ; both protedled the wife and 

“  virtuous, who paid them due adoration.”
“  Indra is the God of the vifihle heavens.
Elis confort is named, Sacki; his celeftial

“  city,

1 1 %
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« city, Amaravati; Iris palace, Vaijayanta;

« his garden., Nandana j his chief elephant, 
u Airavat; his charioteer, M atali; and 
44 his weapon, Vaira, .or the Thunderbolt.
“  Though the Eaft is peculiarly under his 
« Gare} his Olympus is Meree, or the north- 
44 pale, allegorically reprefented as a moun- 

« tain of gold and gem s*.” He is laid to 
have a thoufand eyes, and is fometimes 

called the roller of thunder.

Varoonais the god of the feas and waters, 
and is generally reprefented as riding on a 

crocodile.

Vayoo is the god of the winds, and rides 

on an antelope, with a fabre in hia right 

hand.

*  For an inquiry into the affinity between the dif

ferent jupiters of the Greeks and Romans, and feme 

of the gods of the Hindoos, we refer the reader to the 

firft volume o f Afiatic Refearches, in the article, on the 

Cods o f Greece, Italy, ami India, already mentioned.

Agny

m

1 1 1  <SL
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Agny is the god of fire, has four arms, 
and rides on a ram.

The earth is perfonified by the goddefs 

Yafoodha, or Vafoo-deva, who, in a verfe 
of the Heetopades, is called Soerabhy, or 

the cow of plenty.

Nature is reprefented as a beautiful 
young woman, named Prakrity.

The Sun is generally called Sour, or Surya,
“  whence the fe£t who pay him particu- 
“  lar adoration, are called Souras. Their 
“  poets and painters defcribe his car as 

“  drawn by feven green horfes though 
Mr. Fofter informs us, that in the temple 
o f Bis Ei/huar at Benaras, there is an an
cient piece of fculpture well executed in 
ftone, reprefenting this god fitting in a car 
drawn by a horfe with twelve heads. His 
charioteer, and by whom he is preceded, is

* Sir William Jones—Afiatic Refearches, vol. i.
Arun,

Kf \ . ■'
j s e
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Arun, or the dawn-, and among his many 
titles, are twelve, “  which denote his dif- 
“  tind powers in each of the twelve months:
“  thofe powers are called Adityas *, or 
“  fons of Aditi by Cafyapa, the Indian 
“  Uranus.”

“  Surya is fuppofed to have defcended fre- 

“  quently from his car in a human fhape,
“  and to have left a race on earth f ,  equally 

“  renowned in Indian ftories with the H i- 

“  liadai of Greece. It is very lingular, that 

“  his two fons called Afwinau, or Afw ini- 
“  cumaraw, in the dual, fhould be confi- 
“  dered as twin brothers, and painted like 
“  Caftor and Pollux; but they have each 
“  the chara&er of Efculapius among the 

“  gods, and are believed to have been born 
“  of a nymphj who, in the form of a mare,
“  was impregnated with fun-beams. I 
“  fufped the whole fable o f Cafyapa, and

# Each of the Adityas has a particular name.

+ Sk e t c h  III.
“  his

■ .................................... — ....-
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*‘ his progeny, to be aftronomical ; and can- 
“  not but imagine that the Greek name,
“  Caffiopeia, has a relation to it.— Another 
“  great family are called, the. children of the 
£S Moony

'' 'a  f
“  The worth ip of the Solar or Veftal fire,

** may be afcribed, like that of Ofiris and 

“  IftSj to the fecond fource of mythology, 
u or an erithufiaftick admiration of Nature’s 
“  wonderful, powers; anditfeems, as far as 
u 1 can yet underftand the Vedas, to be the 
“  principal worihip recommended in them,

** ^ ;e have feen that Maha-Deva himfelf 

“  is perfonated by fire; but fubordinate to 

to him is the god Agny, often called 
“  Pavaca, or the purifier, who anfwers to the 
“  Vulcan of Egypt, where he was a deity of 

high rank; and his wife Suaha refern bles 

“  the younger Vefta, orVeftia.as theEolians 
pronounced the Greek word for a 

1 hearth.—-JShavani, or Venus, is theconfort 
“  oi the fupreme definitive and generative 

2 “  power;

g o  l
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“  power; but the Greeks and Romans,

“  whofe fyftem is lefs regular than that o f 

“  the Indians, married her to their divine 

“  artift, whom they named Hephaiftos and 
“  Vulcan, and who feems to be the Indian 
“  Vifvacarma, the forger o f arms fo r the 

“ gods, and inventor o f the Agny-Aftra

The Sun is often ftyled king of the Stars 
and Planets.

The name of his goddefs is Sangia, who 
is fuppofed to be the mother of the river 
Jumna.

Chandara, or the moon, is alfo repre- 
fented fitting in a car, but drawn by ante
lopes, and holding a rabbit in the right 

hand.

Ganes is the god of wifdom, or, as he is 
fometimes called, of prudence and policy. He 
is worihipped before any enterprife. He is

*  See S k e tc h  X II.

repre-

I
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reprefented in a human form, but with an 
elephant’s head, as afymbolof fagacity ; and 

is attended by a rat, which is confidered by 
the Hindoos as an ingenious and pro
vident animal. He has been called the 

Janus of India. Few books are begun 

“  without the words, falutatlon to Gangs ;
and he is fir ft invoiced by the Brahmans, 

u who condufi the trial by ordeal, or per- 
“  form the ceremony of the I/oma, or facri- 
u fice to fire

Vreehafpaty is the god of fcience and 
learning; and his attendants, theVeedyad- 
harfi, or literally, profeffors o f fcience, are 
beautiful young nymphs.

Veefc-rama is the god o f victory. It is 
faid to have been the cuftom to facrifice a 
horie to him, by letting him loofe in a 

foreft, and not again employing him.

* See A  fistic Refearches, vol. L— And Voy. aux 
Indes Onejitales, &c. fait par ordre du R oi depuis 

l T !4> jufqu’ en 1782,  par M . Sonnerat, &c.

.* Fame
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Fame has feveral names, and is repre- 

fented as a ferpent with a variety o f 

tongues.

Darma DeVa is the god of virtue, and 
is fometimes reprefented by the figure of 
a white bull.

Virfavana is the god of riches, and is 
generally reprefented riding on a white 

horfe. He is likevvife called Vitefa, Cuve'ra, 
and Paulaftya. “  He is fuppofed to refide

in the palace of Alaca, or to be borne 
“  through the fky in a fplendid car, named 

“  Pufhpaca * i ”  toprefide over the northern 

regions, “  and to be the chief of the Tak- 
“ Jhas and Rakjhas, two fpecies o f good 

“  and evil genii f .”

Dhan-wantary is the god o f medicine.

— “  When life hath taken its departure,
________ _ _ _ ___________________

■■

* Sir W. Jones. f  Mr. Wilkins.
V o l. I .  o  “ though

. [;■ c2*r.
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« though Dan-wantary were thy phyfician,

“  what could he do *■  ?”

1 rYam Rajah, or Darhatn Rajah, Teems to

hold the fame offices with the Hindoos, 
that Pluto and Minos held with the Greeks.
Pie is judge of the dead, and ruler of the 
infernal regions. He has a fceptre in his 

hand, and rides on a buffalo. He was 
begot by Sour, or the Sun, on a daughter 

o f Bifoo-karma, great architea o f the hea

venly manfions, and patron of artificers.

Darham Rajah’s affiftants are Chiter and 

Gopt. The former has the care o f report

ing the good, the latter, the bad, addons 

of mankind. And that thefe may be ex- 
aaiy known, two genii attend as fpies on 
every one of the human race; the fpy of 

Chiter on the right, and that of Gopt on 
the left. As foon as any one dies, the

* Heetopadesi .
Jambouts,

2 f t
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Jambouts, or meffengers of death, convey 
his foul to Darham’s tribunal, where his 
actions are proclaimed, and fentence im-

\

mediately palled upon him.

Darham Rajah has no power over the 

fouls of thefe holy men, whofe lives have 
been fpent in piety and benevolence, un
biased by the hope of reward, or the dread 
of punilhment. Thefe are conveyed by 
genii to the upper regions of happinefs, and 
are afterwards admitted to Moukt, the fu- 
preme blifs, or abforption in the univerfal 
fpirit, “  though not fuch as to deftroy con- 
“  fcioufnefs in the divine eflence.”

In the Hindoo mythology there are fe- 

veral accounts of Krifhen and the nine 
Gopia, very much refembling the Apollo 

' and the mufes of the Greeks. Krifhen is 
fuppofed to be the god Vifhnou in one o f 

his incarnations, and to have come amongft 
mankind as the Ion of Divaci by Vafudeva.

O 2 He

^ o’)



1 96 M  Y  T  I I  O L O G Y ,

( He was foftercd by the fhepherd Ananda, 
and concealed from the tyrant Canfa, who 
fought to deftroy him, on account of a pre

diction that he would die by the hand o f a 
fon o f Va/udi'va. He tended Ananda's 
flocks on the plains o f Matra, a country 
famous for the beauty of its women, many 

o f whom are luppofed to have partaken 

his embraces. “  When a boy, he flew the 

“  terrible ferpent Galiya, with many giants 
“  and monlters: at a more advanced age,
“  he killed his cruel enemy Canfa, and 

having taken under his protection king 
"  Judilhter, and the other Pandoos, who 

u had been opprefled by the Kooroos and 
their tyrannical chief, he kindled the war 

M defcribed in the great Epic Poem, intitled .
“  the Mahabarat, at the profperous con- 
*  clufion of which he returned to his 
“  heavenly feat in Vaicontha, having left 
“  the inftrudion comprifed in the Geeta 
“  to his difconiolate friend Arjoon, whofe 
“  grandfon became fovereign of India.”

Krlfhen

t: %
. • ' ' , .
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Krl'hen is likewlfe called Mohan, 

beloved; Maenoher, or the heart-catcher,
& c .: — H e is reprefen ted as ’a beautiful 
young man, fometimes as playing on a 

-noudy, or flute ; and to this day he is 

the favourite divinity o f all the Hindoo 

women.

The god of love has many epithets, de- 
feriptive o f his powers, but the ufual one 
is Kama-diva, or, literally, the god o f 

defire.

In the argument o f a hymn to this 

deity, publithed at Calcutta, Sir William 

Jones informs us, a that, according to the 
“  Hindoo mythology, he was the fon of 

“  Maya, or the general attracting power; 
u  that he was married to Retty, or affec- 

a tiori; and that his bofom friend is Vaf- 

u fant, or the fpring: that .he is repre- 

a fented as a beautiful youth, fometimes 
«* converfing with his mother, or ccnfort,

O 3 ' “  in

G> J f
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“  ia the midft of his gardens and tem- 

“  pies; fometimes riding by moon-light 
“  on a parrot, and attended by dancing 

“  girls, or nymphs, the foremoft of whom 

“  bears his colours, which are a filh on a 

“  red ground : that his favourite place of 

<? refort is a large tradl o f country round 

“  Agra, and principally the plain of M a- 

“  tra, where Krifhen alfo and the nine 

“  Gopia ufually fpend the night with mu*

“  he and dance : that his bow is of fugar- 
“  cane, or flowers; the firing, o f bees;
“  and that his five arrows are each pointed 

“  with an Indian bloffom, o f a heating 

et quality.”  M any of his names are men

tioned in the hymn.

W hat potent god from Agra’s orient bow’rs 

Floats through the lucid air ; whilfl living flQw’rs,

W ith funny twine, the vocal arbours wreathe,

And gales enamour’d heav’nly fragrance breathe ?

H ail, power unknown! for at thy beck 

Vales and groves their bofoms deck,

And every laughing blolTom dreffes,

W ith gems of dew, his mulky trdles,

I  feel,

^  (  G1
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1  feel, I  feel, thy genial flame divine,
And hallow thee, and kits thy ferine.

Know’fh thou not me !— —
Yes, Ion of Maya, yes, I know 

Thy bloomy (hafts and cany bow,
Thy fcaly llandard, thy myfterious arms,

And all thy pains., and all thy charms.

Almighty Cam a ! or doth Smara bright,

Or proud Ananga, give thee more delight ?

Whate’er thy feat, whate’er thy name,

Seas, earth, and air thy reign proclaim:

All to thee their tribute bring,

And hail thee univerial king.

Thy confort mild, Affection, ever true,

Graces thy fide, her veil o f glowing hue,

And in her train twelve blooming maids advance,
Touch golden firings, and knit: the mirthful dance.,

Thy dreadful implements they bear,

And wave them iu the feented air,
Each with pearls her neck adorning,

Brighter than the tears of morning.

Thy crimfbn eniign, which before them Hies,

Decks with new liars the fapphire .flues.

God of the ho why drafts and Ho why how.

Delight of all above and all below !

Thy lov’d companion, conftant from his birth 

lit heavht clep’d Valiant, and gay Spring on earth,

O 4 Weaves
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Weaves thy green robe, and flaunting bow’rs,

And from the clouds draws balmy fhow’rs,
He with frefti arrows fills thy quiver,

(Sweet the gift, and fweet the giver,)

And bids the various-warbling throng 

Bur ft the pent blolToms with their fong.

He bends the lufeious cane, and twifts the firing,
With bees how fw eet! but ah, how keen their fting!

He with five flow’rets tips thy ruthlefs darts,

Which through five fenfes pierce enraptur’d hearts j 
Strong Campa, rich in od’rous gold,
W arm Amer, nurs’d in heav’nly mould,

D ryN agkezer, in filver fouling,

Hot Kiticum, our fenfe beguiling,

And laft to kindle fierce the fcorching flame,
Lovefoaft, which gods bright Bela name.

Can men refill thy pow’r, when Krilhen yields,

Krilhen, who ftill in Matra’s holy fields 

Tunes harps immortal, and to ftrains divine 

Dances by moonlight with the Gopia nine ?

O thou for ages born, yet ever young,

For ages may thy Bramin’slay be fung;

And when thy Lory fpreads his em’rald wings,

To waft thee high above the tower o f kings,

Whilft o’er thy throne the moon’s pale light 

Pours her foft radiance through the night,
And to each floating cloud difeovers 

The haunts of bleft or joylefs lovers,

T hy
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1  •.. *'. Thy milder influence to thy'bard impart,

T o  warm, but not confume, his heart.5”

When Tanjore was taken by the Eng- 

l i f t ,  a curious pi&ure was found, repre- 
fenting Kamadiva riding on an elephant, 

whofe body was composed of the figures 

o f feven young women, entwined in fo 

whimficai but ingenious a manner as to 

exhibit the ffiape of that enormous ani

mal *.

The Eros of the Greeks is found riding 

on, and guiding, a lion. The Hindoos 

place Kama on an elephant, the ftrongeft 

o f the brute creation, and perhaps the moH 
difficult to be tamed, but afterwards the

*  Mr. Fortier.

Several pieces o f fculpture o f the fame figure, in 

bas-relief, have been met with m other parts of 

Hindoftan.
Sir William Jones mentions a picture  ̂ o f the fame 

kind; in which the elephant k  compofed oi.nine 

damfels, and the rider is Krifhen.

moll
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moll docile. Here is a degree of analogy 
fufficient to excite curioflty, though perhaps 
not fufficient to prove that one nation de
rived the idea from the other. It may have 
been original with both. They were both 
poliffied nations ; the power of love is 
every where felt ; and it may naturally 
have occurred to people of lively and poe
tical imaginations, to paint the influence 

o f that paffion, by reprefenting the infant 
god governing the fierceft and ftrongefl 

animals.

Nared, the foil of Brimha, is the Hermes, 
or Mercury of the Hindoos. “  He was a 

“  wife legiflator; great in arts and arm s;
“  an eloquent meflenger of the gods, either 
“  to one another, or to favoured mortals; 

u and a mufician of exquifite Ikill.” — “  His 

“  adlionsarea fubjedfcofa Poorana.” — “ The 

“  law tra<T, fuppofed to have been revealed 
“  by Nared, is at this hour cited by the 
“  pundits.”  He was the inventor o f the

Vena,

3 / f
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Vena, or Indian lute j for a particular de- 

fcription of which we refer the reader to 

the Afiatic Refearches, vol. i. p, 295.

The idol of Lingam, a deity fimilar to 
the Phallus of the Egyptians, Is always to be 

found in the interior and moil facred part of 

the temples of Shiva.— Sometimes it repre

fen ts both the male and female parts of ge
neration, and fometimes only the former* A  

lampis kept conftantly burning beforeit: but 
when the Brahmans perform their religious 
ceremonies, and make their offerings, which 
generally confift of flowers, /even lamps are 
lighted ; which De la Croze, fpeaking from, 
the information of the proteftant miffiona- 
ries,- fays, exactly referable the canddabres
of the Jews, that are to be feen in the *-
triumphal arch of Titus.

As the Hindoos depend on their children 

for performing thole ceremonies to their 

manes, which they believe tend to mitigate
ptmifh-

2 I S -
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punifhment in a future ftate, they confider 

the being deprived of them as a fevere mif- 

fortune, and the fign of an offended God.

Married women wear a fmall gold Ling- 

am, tied round the neck or arm *$ worfhip 
is paid to Lingam, to obtain fecundity; 
and among the fables that are told to ac

count for an adoration fo extraordinary, is 

the following:

u  Certain devotees, in a remote time, 
had acquired great renown and refp ed ; 
but the purity of the heart was wanting ; 
nor did their motives and fecret thoughts 

correfpond with their profeffions and ex

terior condud. They affeded poverty,

* Sir William Jones obferves, that, «  however extra- 
«  ordinary it may appear to Europeans, it never feems to 
“  have entered into the heads of the legiflators or people,
«  that any thing natural could be offenfively obfcene;

a fingularity which pervades all their writings and 
«  converfations, but is no proof of depravity in their 

«  morals.5' Afiatic Refearches, vol. i.
but

JU£
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but were attached to the things o f this 

life; and the princes and nobles were con- 

Handy fending them offerings. They Teem
ed to fequefter themfelves from the w orld; 

they lived retired from the towns ; but 
their dwellings were commodious, and 
their women numerous and handfome.

But nothing can be hid from the gods, 
and Shivah refolved to expofe them to 
fliame. H e defired Prakrity *  to accom

pany him ; and affumed the appearance of 
a Pandaram of a graceful form. Prakrity 

appeared as herfelf, a damfel o f matchlefs 

beauty. She went where the devotees* 

were aflembled with their difciples, waiting 

the rifing fun to perform their f  ablutions 

and religious ceremonies. As fhe ad

vanced, the refrefhing breeze moving 

her flowing* robe, fhowed the exquifite 
ihape, which it feemed intended to con-

;,«■ imp.. ......................... " l" " '  ■— » -  ■■■■ m .     —ii—

* Nature. See page 188.
f  The Hindoos never bathe, nor perform their ablu

tions, whilft the fun is below the horizon.
ceal.

ssy-
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ceal. With eyes caft down, though fome* 

times opening with a timid but a tender 
look, fhe approached them, and with a 

low enchanting voice defired to he admitted 

to the facrifice, The devotees gazed on 

her with aftonifhnxnt. The fun appear

ed, but the purifications were forgotten j 

the things for the Popja *  lay negle&ed ; 

nor was any worfhip thought of but to 

her. Quitting the gravity o f their man

ners, they gathered rouiad her, as flies 

round the lamp at night, attracted by its 
fplendor, but confirmed by its flame.

They afked from whence fhe came ; whither 

£he was going ?•—“  Be not offended with 

u us for our approaching thee forgive us 

“  for our importunities. But thou art in- 

“  capable of anger, thou who art made to 

<c convey blifs ; to thee, who mayeft kill 

u by indifference, indignation and refent- 

“  ment are unknown. But whoever

*  Booja, is properly worfhip.

“  thou

■ ■ ■ ■ "■ ■ * -
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“  thou mayeft be, whatever motive or ac- 
“  cident may have brought thee amongft 
“  us, admit us into the number of thy 
“  {laves; let us at leaft have the comfort 
u to behold thee.”

“  Here the words faultered on the lip ; 
the foul feemed ready to take its flight; 

the vow was forgotten, and the policy o f 

years was deftroyed.

“  Whilft the devotees were loft in their 

paftions, and abfent from their homes,

Shivah entered their village with a muficai 

inftrument in his hand, playing and fling

ing like one o f thofe who flolicit charity.

At the found of his voice, the | women 

quitted their occupations ; they ran to fee 

from whom .it came. He was beautiful 

as Krifhen on the plains of Matra * . Some

r 1 *

* Krifhen of Matra, or the Apollo of the H in

doos. See page 19 5 .
l ,■ - - . ^  t . \ V J*(. _ ’
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dropped their jewels without turning to 

. look for them ; others let fall their gar

ments without perceiving that they dif- 

covered thofe abodes of pleafure, which 

jealoufy as well as decency has ordered to 

be concealed- All prefled, forward with 

their offerings; all wifhed to ipcak j all 

wifhed to be taken totice of * and bringing 

low ers, and fcattermg them before him, 

faid : i( Afkeft thou alm s! thou, who art 
u made to govern hearts! Thou, whofe 
\* countenance is frefli as the m orning!
** whofe voice is the voice o f pleafure; and 

** thy breath like that o f Vaffant *  in the 

** opening role l .Stay with us, and we will 

(i ferve thee; nor will we trouble thy re* 

w pole, but only be jealous how to pleafe 
«* thee,”

•• ' ' ,V;; . , p’: , j

*c The Pandaram continued to play, and 

fting the loves o f Kama f ,  o f Krifhen, and

*  Vaffant, the fpring.

f  Kama, the god of love. See page I97,

3 the
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the Gopia ; and finding the gentle fmiles 
o f fond defire, he led them to a neigh
bouring grove, that was confecrated to 
pleafure and retirement. Sour began to 

gild the weftern mountains, nor were they 
offended at the retiring day*

u But the defire o f repofe fucceeds the 

Wafte of pleafurei Sleep clofed the eyes 

and lulled the fenfes. In the morning the 
Pandaram was gone. When they awoke, 

they looked round with aftonifhment, and 
again call their eyes upon the ground.
Some direded their looks to thofe who had 

been formerly remarked foi4 their fcrupu- 
lous manners; but their faces ŵ ere covered 

With their veils. After fitting a while in 

filence, they arofe, and went back to their 

houfes with flow ahd troubled fteps. The 

devotees returned about the fame time from 
their wanderings after Prakrity. The days 

that followed were days of embarraffment 
and fhame. I f  the women had failed in their 

V o l . I* P moddfy,
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modefty, the devotees had broken their 
vows* They were vexed at their weak- 

nefs ; they were forry for what they had 

done ; yet the tender figh fometimes broke 

forth, and the eye often turned to where 

the men firft faw the maid 5 the women 

the Pandaram.

“  But the people began, to perceive, that 

what the devotees now foretold, came not 

to pals. Their difciples, in confequence, 
neglected to attend them ; and the offer

ings from the princes and nobles became 

lefs frequent than before. T hey then per

formed various penances ; they fought for 

fee ret places among the woods, unfre

quented by m an; and having at laft fhut 
their eyes from the things o f this world, 

and retired within themfelves in deep me

ditation, they di(covered that Shivah was 

the author of their misfortunes. Their 

underftanding being im perfect; inftead o f 
bowing the bead with humility, they were 

inflamed with anger; inftead of contri

tion
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|if: fandified perfons, the women approach

them without fcruple, nor is it thought 

that their modefly fhould be offended by 

it. Hufbands, whole wives are barren, 

folicit them to come to their lioufes, or 

fend their wives to worlhip Lingam  at the 

temples; and it is fuppofed, that the cere

monies on this occalion, i f  performed with 

proper zeal, are generally produdive o f 
the delired effed.

The figure of Phallus was confecrated to 

Ofiris, Dionyfus, and Bacchus, who pro- 1 

bably were the fame. At the feftivals o f 
Ofiris, it was carried by the women o f 

f t y p h  a°d  the figure o f U ngam  is now 
borne by thofe of Hindoflan.

The Hindoos, like the Greeks and R o

mans, have their demi-gods, who drink 

a beverage called A m ru t; and their aerial 

fpirits, that occupy the fpace in which the 

globe revolves. Every mountain, wood,

V o l . 1. P 3 and
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and river, has its genii and guardian deity,

Nullus enim locus fin e genlo ejl> qui per 

anguem filer unique oflenditur. ( 8 r r v . in

JiN EiD .) The Greeks aferibed the difeafea 

to which frail mortality is expofed, to feme 

angry god, or evil genius,— The Hindoos 

do the fame.-—Pythagoras pretended that 
the evil genii catiled dreams and difr 

eafes, not only amongft men but animals,
(D io g . L a e r , in Pytba.)j  y

With a copious mythology, the dodrine 
or the metempfychofis, and fruitful ima

ginations, it is not extraordinary that the 

writings of the Hindoos fhould abound 

with fables, and tales o f metamorphofes, 
winch are read by them with great de
light. The relations of the feats o f their 

demi-gods arid heroes very much referable 

thofe o f Bacchus, Hercules, and Thefeus : 

and the wars o f Ram with Havana, tyrant: 

of the illand o f Ceylon, form the fub~ 

je£t of a beautiful epic poem, called the

Ramavan,

c . d+H: ,,
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Ramayan, that was written by the. famous 

Hindoo poet Valmie, feme thoufands o f 

years ago.

T h ey  fuppofe, like wife, that a few fouls 

are peculiarly gifted with the power o f 

quitting their bodies, o f mounting into the 

ikies, vifiting cliftant countries, and again 

returning and refuming them. They call 

the myftery, or prayer, by which this 

power is obtained, the M andiram  ; and in 

the life o f Viramarken it is told, that a cer

tain powerful prince, longing to enjoy this 

fupernatural privilege, went daily, attended
i

only by a confidential page, to a temple 

fituated in a retired and lonely place, 

where he preferred fervent prayers to the 

goddefs to whom the temple was dedicated, 

to inftmcl; him in the M andiram . Mortals 

know not what they afk, and the goodnefs 

o f the gods is often {hewn in not com** 

plying with their defires. The goddek, 
however, at lull yielded to his felicitations^

V g i„  I. P 4  and
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