6 © GENERAL REFLECTIONS.

infufficiency of human wifdom to find out

or explain his ways.

In fome more modern writers we find

the power of fancy, and the force of ridi-
cule, employed to deprive mankind of
their greateft confolation, and fociety of its
beft {upport ;~~but to what other motive
can this endeavour be afcribed, than to a
licentious vanity courting a criminal dif-
tinctiont . ¢ #

Ma_nyllof the eatly Chriftians, even fome
of the fathers of the church, previous to

their converfion to Chriftianity, had adopt«-

ed-the opinions of Plato, and other Greek

philofophers; and hence, doubtlefs, it arofey

that fome of the do&rines then profeffed
are evidently tinged with their notions.

The belicf of three Tates after this life
which is ftill enjoined by the church of
'- Rome,

f}_ £
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GENERAL REFLECTIONS. 6

Rome, feems to have been taken from
Plato ; but this, as well as other opinions,
might probably be traced to a more diftant

origin,

The do&rine of the Metempfychofis was
openly avowed by fome of the early {ects *,
who brought paffages from the holy fcrip-
tures in fupport of their extraordinary

fictions.

They likewife believed in the eternity of
matter, not fuppofing that any thing could be

formed from nothing. Nam et quidam in-
firmiores hoc prius credere de materid

potius fub-jacenti volunt, ab illo univerfi=
tatem deduCtam, fecundum philofophos .

% See Letter from Father Bouchet to M. Huet
Bifhop of Avranches.—Lettres edif. & curieufes,
tome xii. p. 170. Edit. de Paris, 1781,

+ Tertul. de Refur, Carn. ¢, 91,

Vor. L F . Moft
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66 GENERAL REFLECTIONS,

Moft of the Gnoftics imagined that

the Divipity (Demiurgus) who created
the world, was different from, but fub-

ordinate to, the Supreme Ruler of the
miverfe ¥,

Origen, and others, believed in the de=
firuction and fucceflion of worlds; and

that thefe revolutions had ever exifted and

would continue throughout eternity .

"'This opinion, as well as that of many
of the Greeks on this fubje&, feems to be

derived from the do&rine of tranfmigra-

tion 3 the foul that is faid to pervade the
globe, being fuppofed to be infufed into

that which may fucceed it.—The Origenifts -

thought that the fouls of mankind had
exifted before the body, and, like the
Hindoos, rejected the idea of eternal pu-
nifhment. '

* ‘Ap. Eu, Preep.. Ev, xi. 18,

+ Orig. in Proem. &c, _
| La&antius,

7%
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GENERAL REFLECTIONS. 67

Laantius, who was f{ele@ed to be the

preceptor of the fon of Conftantine, and fot
his eloquence was diftinguifhed by the ap=
pellation of the Chriflian Cicero, likewife be=
lieved in the pre-exiftence of the foul ¥,

The opinion of its being an emanation

of the Divinity, which is believed by the

Hindoos, and was profefled by the Greeks,
feems likewife to have been adopted by
the Chriftians. Macrobius obferves, 47i-
marum originem manare de ceelo, inter reft
plilofoplantes indubitate conflat effe fidei e
—Saint Juftin fays, the foul is incorruptible,
becaufe it emanates from God 1: and. his
difciple, Tatianus the Affyrian, obferves, that
man having received a portion of the Di-
vinity is immortal as God is §.

* La&ant. Div. Inft. vii. g,
+ Macr. in Som. Scip. i, o}
 S. Juf. de Refur. 9.

§ ‘Fatian, cent. Grecs Ni 104

Ea Many
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Many, believed that the Deity had con= .
ﬁded the care of the thmgs of this world to

gelg{_ha,l_ beings, deftined to that purpole.

~ Saint Juftin Martyr fays, in his Second

Apo!ogy to .the Senate of Rome, * God
“ who created the univerfe, having arranged
 the elements, and the fun, the moon, and

. “ ‘ the flars ; having difpofed the feafons, and

thelr various productions ; having placed
« undcr man the things of the earth ; com=
“ rmtted the human race, and all that is un-

yte der_hea_ym,..to...a.ngels, whom he has com-

* manded conftantly to watch over them *.”

~ Athenagoras, in an addrefs to the Em-
peror Marcus Aurelius, obferves, * The
“ Chriftians admit of a number of angels
“ and {pirits that God the creator diftributed
¢ over the Pcafs, the heavens, the world, and
 all that it contains 1.

78t Juft, Apol. i n g
4 Athen. Legat. Chryin. 10:
Some

52



GENERAL REFLMTIONS Fﬁg

Some even xmagmed that the fpaae b@»ﬁv
tween the heavens and the earth, was inﬁa,-
bited by beings that were enemies to X&am»
kind, like the evil genii of Greece, amd the
; Deutas of Hindoftan *, ik

itk _Allj the heratics of the early’ ages,”

fajrs__ ‘Father Bouchet, “ being infatuated
“ with Platonifm, aferibed to angels, what

*“ that philofopher faid of inferior deities 1.”

Had we fufficient data to go upen in

examining the hiftory of the Hindoo re~
ligion,' we might probably follow the pure
worthip of an almighty, juft, and mer-~
ciful God, through all its ftages of cor=
ruption, to its pfefen&' complica‘ted flate.
The following Sketches may perhaps enable

il Hu,r - ; : -
+ Lettres edif. & cur, tom, m p. 198, Edi de
Paris, (X785 '

F 3 the
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- the reader to form fome judgment upen

this fubject ; and whatever reafon we may
have to confider the religion we profefs
as a peculiar revelation of God, we ought

to look upon the fincere believers of an=
other, with lefs feverity than men in ge- |

neral have done. To hate or defpife any
people, becaufe they do not profels the
fame faith with ourfelves; to judge them
illiberally, and arrogantly to condemn them,

" is, perhaps, in fa&, to arraign the wildom,

and goodnefs of the Almighty,

77
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N tracing the progrefs of the arts and

feiences, we have been accuftomed to
confider Egypt as the country which gave
them birth ; but an opinion has lately been
entertained, that they were probably
brought 'thither- from Hindoftan. . ‘An
analogy has been difcovered between the
religion of the Hindoos and Egyptians; a
fimilarity is found in fome of their cuf-
toms ; and a certain acquaintance with the
fame fciences feems to have been common
to both. To wrelt an honour from the
Egyptians which they have fo long and fo

- peaceably enjoyed, to furmount the pre-

Judices that are in their favour, and to
Bt over=

23

g R I e e - TR A e e, 4= dpd 2T




72 SOURCES OF INFORMATION

overturn an opinion that has been confirm-
ed by the fan&ion of fo many ages, feems
a work fo replete with difficulty, that I
think no one who fhall attempt it, thould
flatter himfelf with hopes of complete fuc-
cefs. When 0pinions'are once adopted,
men feldom go fairly in queft of truth;
there is always a bias to thefe; they
generally look for what may ftrengthen,
and receive unwillingly what may combat

them,

_ In our carly youth we imbibed, with claffic
learning, a 'degree of veneration for the
Egyptians, and hence a predilection in
their favour that will probably remain
with us during our lives. We thought we
beheld the arts and fciences coming from
Egypt, and {preading themfelves in thofe
countries, to which we always look back
with a degree of enthufiafm ; it never en-
tered our imagination to go beyond that,
and to feek their origin in a more diftant

clime ; but we gave up our admiration to the.

4 peoplg
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CONCERNING mNnos'rAN.___ 7

_'people to whom  thie Greeks themfe‘lves .
qwed that inflruétion whxch rendered them fi

{fuperior to other nations.

From Greek and Roman authors we
learn but little of the Hindoos; and the
attention they excite in hiftory feems ra- |
ther to arife from their havﬂing been con-
"quered by fome great hero, or mentioned
by fome favourite writer, than from their
own confequence as a mation, ' We were
_indifferent about:a pcople of whom we
had fcarcely any knowledge. But the de-
fire of conqueft, and the thirfk of gain, hav-
‘ing brought us to a more intimate ace
quaintance with them, and the fpirit of
inquiry being roufed, we go back with
avidity to thofe paffages which had left but
- a flight impreflion, and are Fm;p':l'_ifed to fee
the fame manners and cuftoms, thc {ame
rehglon and laws, exifting, and now in ufe,
which we find to have prevailed at the re-
moteﬁ peuod weican trade, il ¢ _
|  Though
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Though it be almoft three centuries
fince Europeans firft navigated to the Eaof
Indies, it is but a very few j'ears fince
fuch i_nquiries were fet on foot, as could
lead us to any fatisfaCtory information
concerning a people who perhaps merit
the attention of the curious, more than
any other nation on the globe. But,
happily, the obfcurity in which they were
involved feems gradually to be diffipating ;
and we may now flatter ourfelves that we
are in the way to obtain a knowledge of
all that is to be learnt of their hiftory.
How far that may extend, is yet uncer-
tain 3 but the lights which have already
been obtained, fufficiently fhew them to
‘have excelled as a civilized and polithed
nation, before any other that we are ace
quainted with.

We are informed that Mr. Haftings, foon
after his appointment to the government
of Bengal, conceived the idea of procuring
a code of the laws and cuftoms of the Hin-

| doos,

36
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| CONCERNING HINDOSTAN. 3

| daos, with an mtentlon to conc:lhate thiearl'
affeions, by paying a proper regard ta
their inftitutions and prejudices, For thl*s;j i
purpofe he invited from Benares, and other

parts of the country, Brahmans learned in
the Sanfkrit language; the moft authen=
tic materials were colleéted, and tranflated
from the orjginal text into the Perfian
idiom. The Brahmans began the work in
May 1,73, and hmfhed it in Febluary

1775 %

A foéiety was' fome years afterwards
eftablithed at Calcutta, in order to make
inquiries into the civil and natural hiftory,
anf.iquities, fciences, and literature of Afia,
which, we are told, has made confiderable

'p'ro_g'rg{'s; and that the preﬁ_dent\, | Sir

William' Jones, a'.s_ well as fome of its other

members, are now fufficiently acquainted
with the Sanfkrit to be able to tranilate it
with facility.

* Tt was tranflated from the Pcr{ian into Englith by

- My, Halhed:
T Xia: Of‘

S,



%6 - SOURCES OF INFORMATION

- Of the local ftate of the country, the beft
account we yet have, is to be found in a
Map and Memoir, publithed by Major
Rennel, who was feveral years {urveyor-
general of Bengal and the other provinces
that are fubje& to that government. Be-
fide the furveys and inquiries made by
Major Rennel and other profeflional men,
our geographical knowledge has been
greatly improved, in confequence of the
embaflies fent from Calcutta to Thibet and
Poonah, and the marches of our armies in
the late war with the Mahrattas, acrofs the
peninfufa from the Ganges to Guzerat.
Men of fcience having accompanied the
embafly to Poonah, and ferved in thofe
armies, the precife {ituation of particular
places, with their direCtions and diftances
from each other, were accurately afcer-
tained. ' '

I am indebted for much curious, as well
as ufeful, information to Lieutenant Colonel
Polier, Mr. John Stuart, and Mr. George

Fofter.

Sr.



CONCERNING HINDOSTAN. 57

Folter. Lieutenant Colonel Polier reﬁded
near thirt;'y years in Hindoftan, partk' of
which he'fpent at Delhy, and its neigh-
bourhood. Mr. Stuart * and Mr

Fofter

* Mr. Stuart went from Mafulipatam to Hydrobad, |

the capital of the Nizam’s dominions, and from
thence ‘to Seringapatam, the capital of Myfore, in
which country he remained fourteen months. He

. came from thence to Madras. In his fecond journey,

he went from thence to Hydrobad, Aurengabad, Jyna-
gur, Delhy, through the Panjab, to within fixteen
miles of Lahore. He returned to Delhy, and came
by the way of Oude and Benares to Calcutta. After
remaining fome time in Bengal and Bahar; he went
by fea down the Perfian Gulf, and from Ghrey, at the
mouth of the Euphrates, crofled the defert in the wideft
diagonal part to ‘;’tlcppo, and, embarking at Scanda-
roon, came to England. In 1783, he went to Mof-
cow, with the intention of going through Tartary to
India, but ﬂnﬁing it difficult to procure a paflport for
proceeding from Aftracan, he came by the way of
Vienna to Italy, and went from thence by fea to Con-
ftantinople. Going by Diarbukkeer (or Mefopotamia),
Moful, and Kirkout, to Bagdat, he went from thence
into Perfia. After ftaying fome months at Ifpahan,
Sheeras, &c. he came to Bafforah, and from thence

through

%4



48 SOURCES OF INFORMATION.
Folter * have vi_ﬁ_t_.ed more of the interior
Parté.' of India than any other Englithman
I have heard of ; and thofe gentlemen, by
fpeﬁiking ﬂ_ﬁently fdme-_‘-'of the 'Orien-ta_l_
languages, and by living in habits of in=
ti-mé_cy_ with the natives, liave been able
to learn things unknown to us, and to
éipléiﬁ".zbt'hers.wﬁiah feem to have beent

mifapprehended . _
“But the honour s due to the French, of
h‘airing firft brought out, from tht:__'receﬁ'es of
| the

Y A

through Ann_m]oli:i (or Natolia) to Conftantinople and
Vienna. He has fince then vifited Swedith Lapland,
above a degree farther north than Torno, and 'is now
profecuting his travels through other parts of Europe.

- * M. Fofter went from Madras by land to Cal
cutta, from thence to Benares, Agra, Delhy, &c. to
Kafhimire,where he continued feveral months, and going
by Cabul through Perfia, came by the Calpian Sea to
Ruffa, and from thence to England,

+ Though much mifcellaneous information "cons
cerning the Hindoos may be found in different ai
thors of our own and other nations, who have written

~on Hindeftan, none that I am acquainted with, have
made-

qo
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il 7
the Hindoo temples, and communicated to
the world in a regular and fcientific manner,

the aftronomy of the Brahmans, of which,
till then, we had but vague and uncertain

notions. It was Le Voyage dans les Mers
de U'Inde, by Monfieur le Gentil %, that
firft enabled us to form a right conception
of it, and to perceive thofe chara&eriftic
marks which diftinguith it from that of

Y

made zhem the obje&s of their immediate and impar-
tial inquiry. Indeed, until now, the fources of in-
formation have been uncertain and confined; but, at
prefem, as we have got pofleflion of the key to know-
Yedge, the Samfkrit language, and of the country
where its chief repofitory is fuppofed to be, we may
expedt, from the zeal and abilities of Sir W. Jones,
and the other members of the fociety of Calcutta, to
have our curiofity gratified, upon better and more au-

thentic grounds.

* See Voyage dans les Mers de I Inde, fait par Ordre
du Roi, a loccalion du Paflage de Venus fur le
Difque du Soleil le 6 Juin 1761, et le 3 du méme
Mois 1769, par Monficur le Gentil, de P’Academie
des Sciences.

other
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other -ﬁa_tiema Since then, it has been more
fully illuftrated, in a moft ingenious and

| leamad treatife, by Monfieur Bailly *.

Whether the Egyptians received it feoin

"the Hindoos, may be a [ubject of far-
 ther inquiry; but if, after a' careful ex-
amination, we arc obliged to allow the
“Hindoos to be the inventors of a fcience
-tha’it;-;:r_qquixes fo much ingenuity and ob-
jfcrfatioxl,lvvc fhall be inclined to fuppofe

that they were likewife the authors of that

jmythology which wﬂl be found to bear fo

great a refemblance to that of the Grecks

and Romans.

% See Trait: de I'Aftronomie Indienne et Orientals,
par Monfieur B‘xmy, de ' Academie Francoife des in-
fcriptions et Belles Lettres, des Sciences, &c.

Qe
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K EIT QML
Sketch of the Hfﬂory of Hindoflan.

'HE ancient Greeks feem in general to

have believed that the natives of India

were aborigines *, and that they never either

emigrated themfelves, or received any co-
lony from ftrangers .

The learned Hindoos fay, that
Hindoftan {, extending from the river
Indus

* Diod. ii. 4+ Strab. xv. -

t Hindoflan, {o called by foreigners; hut I am in-
formed that no fuch words as Hindeo ox Hindofian are
to be found in Sanfkrit, which we may fuppofe to be
the original language of that country, or at leaft the

oldeft now exifting there. In Sanfkrit it is called
VQL. Io G | Bbaf'ﬂfa’

g
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Indus* on the weft, to the Burumpooter s

on ‘the eaﬁ and frorn thc moumams of
| Thibet

4

. Bbarata, and .Bf.?rzmt-wr_'/b.-—-Bharat appears, likewife,
to be the name of an ancient imperial family, —
'Hmdoﬂ:an feems, evidently, to come from the Per-
fians.—Stan, in Perfian, fignifiés country, and FHindoo
‘may have been taken from a corruption of Sinde, the
name of the river that feparated Bharata from the
ﬂﬁan dominions. (Rennel—-—Wﬂkms—-Stuart, &c.)
But to conform to the pratice now in ufe, I fhall con-
‘ tmuc to call the country Hindoffan, and m ongmal

siliabitants Hindoos, :
- * From the city of Attuck, in lat. 30. 20. to Moul-
¢an,  This river is called Attuck, which in the San-
fkrit language is faid to fignify Forbidden, as it was the
boundary of Hindoftan on that fide, and unlawful for
the Hindoos to'go beyond it without permiflion. Be-
low Moultan it is called Soor, until it dividcs itfelf
into a number of fireams near ‘Tatta ; the prmup'il
one i called Mehran s _but the river, when generally
{poken of, is called in the Sanikrit language Sindhoo,
and vulgariy Sinde. By Europeans it has, from the
‘earlieft times, been called Indus,  (Pliny fuys, % Indus
€ ab incolis appellatus,” &c. Lib, vi.)

+ A 'river eaft of the Ganga, or Ganges, the p‘rop'ei"
name of which is Brimha-pooter, or the fon of Brimha.

Thefe

o Y
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HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN. 8

_Thibét on the north, to the fea on the
fouth ; acknowledged the dominion of one
mighty

-~

Thefe two rivers derive their fources from the mouns
tains of Thibet, from whence they proceed in oppofite
dire&ions, the Ganges to the welt, and the Buruma
- pooter to the eaft. The Ganges after wandering
through different valleys, rufhes through an opening in
the mountains at Hurdwar, and flows, a fmooth na-
vigable ftream, in a courfe of about 1350 miles,
.'through the plains of Hindoftan to the fea. In its way
it reccives eleven capital rivers, fome of them equal in

magnitud-é to the Rhine. From its arrival on the plains

at Hurdwar to the conflux with the Jumna, its bed is
in inoft places about a mile and a quarter wide; from
thence its courfe becomes more winding: about 6oo
miles from the fea, its bed in the broadeft part is three
miles over; in the narroweft half a mile, the ftream
increafing and decreafing according to the feafons.
In the fummer months it is fordable in fome places
above the conflux with the Jumna, but the naviga-
tion for fmall veflels is never entirely interrupted :
below the conflux, the depth is much more confider-
able, as the additional ftreams add more to that, than
to its breadth. At the diftance of 500 miles from the
{ca, the channel is 30 feet deep when the river is at

the loweft : but the fudden and great expanfion of the
Gug - ftream,

a5



g4 HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

mighty fq\\?ereig‘n' but that in this im-
nenfe empire there were fcveral here-
ditary

7
fiveam, depriving it of fufficient force to fweep away
 the fand and mud that is thrown acrofs it by the
ftrong foutherly winds, the principal branch cannot
be entered by large vefiels. About 220 miles from’
the fea in a ftrait dire€tion, but 300 in following the
~ windings of the river, the brnnches called the rivers
Caffembazar and ]elﬁnghy unite, and form the river
Hughly, on which is the port of Calcutta. The na-
. mgatlon of fhips in this river 1s always dangerous, as
"thc fand-banks frequently fthift, and fome prOJc& fo

" far into the fea, that the channels between them can-

not be eafily traced. The medium rate of motion of
the Ganges is about three miles, and during the rains,

and while the waters flow into it from the inundated

lands, from five to fix miles an hour. In general,
there is on one fide of the river an almoft perpendieu-
lar bank, more or lefs elevated above the {tream accord-
ing to the quantity of water: near the bank the wa-
ter is naturally deepeft 3 on the oppofite fide, as the
bed flopes gradually, the water is fhallow, even at fome
diftance from the margin : but this is the natural
effect of the windings of great rivers, the current be-
ing always firongeft at the external fide of the curve.

In

Q.
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dltary kmgs Who pa:d hun a ctﬂ‘t

trxbute, _thuugh in the ‘internal | govem-_
' ment-_

A0

In pl-aé'e"‘s where the fiream is remirkabl ly rapid, and

 the fml Iooft., fuch tracts of land are fomt,nmcs fwept

‘away as wou]d nﬂ:oth thole who have not been aca

i cuﬂ:omcd to fee the increafe and force of fome rrwers,
; durmg and lmmedlatefy after the peuodml rains in the

tropical regions. - The effets of the ftream at thofc' _

curves fometimes _produce a 331‘adual_ch¢mge in the
courfe of rivers, and in proportion. as they encroach
on one fide, they quit the other. Hence there are
mﬂtanccs in I*hm'oﬁan, of towns, faid by ancient au-
| 1hors to bc fituated on the banks of rivers, that are
‘now at a mnﬁderﬁble diftance fmm them. T hn, Hin~
doos, in thexr fabulous aucount of the (nmgcb, f 19,

that it ﬂows from the foot of Vlfhnfm, the prafcrvmg
dmty, and in entering Flindoftan, paiies thmugh a rock,,

teﬁ:‘mbhng the head of their facred animal, the cow,

"lhc Britifh nation, with its trxlmtanew, enJoy the

) wimlc of its nawg@blc courfe, :

The Burumpooter, taking :ﬂmoﬂ: an cppoﬁte. die
""reéhon,' runs. through Phxbr.t, whcrc it is called
‘_Sampoo, or Zianciy, which is fi aid to bcar the fame

mtt:rpretatmn with the (;ranﬂ'a or ungcs, the viver,

i Wdfhﬁs the’ bortler of the tcrrxtory of Laffa, and ap-
| . G 3 X R pmachmg

P
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ment of their countries' they were inde-
pendent *, |

One of the ancient dynafties of their
emperors is called the Sourage-buns, or the
dynafty of the children of the fun; the

proacliing to within about 200 miles of Yunan, the
wefternmoft province of China, turns fuddenly back,l
and running through Affam, enters Bengal on the
. N.E. During a courfe of 400 miles through Bengal,
it fo much refembles the Gahges, that a defcription of
on¢ may ferve for both, excepting that, for the laft
60 miles before their jun&ion, it forms a ftream from
four to five miles wide. The waters of thofe great
rivers being joined, form a gulph of confiderable ex-
tent, interfperfed with iflands, fome of them feveral
leagues in circumicerence. Major RENNEL.

# Diodorus Siculus fays, ¢India in quatuor latera

diftinéta eft; quod ad oriefitem, quodve ad meridiem
vergit, magnum mare circumdat.  Quod arétos fpeciat,
Hzemodus mons ab ea Scythia, quam habitant hi qui
appellantur Sacee, dividit; quartum, quod eft ad oc-
cidentem fluvius Indus terminat, omnium fere, poft
Nilum, maximus, Magnitudinem Indiz ab oriente ad
occafum, feribunt ftadiorum viginti o€to millium duo-
‘frum et triginta.  Lib. IL. cap.x,

other
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| Othm the Chandcr-bmls, or that __o 't'__ @
ch;ldren of the mooql | G

| '_ - Hls‘rom oF- mNDos*rAN, Vg

After thefe we hcar of the houf'e, Iof

Bharat: and the wars bctwem two. qf_“ 1(3
-br'imzhés,- the Kooroos and the -Pmd-dos,”-j

are the fubject of z celebrated epic poem,
cal]ed the Mahabharat {', faid to have bem
written by Krifhna Dwypayt,n Vems, a
Jearned Brahman, above 4000 years ago.
A famous battle, fought on the plains of
Delhy, at the beginning of the Kaly-Youg-;
or prefent age, groz years before Chrift,
gave, to Arjoon, one of the five fons of
Pandoo, and favourite of the god Vl[hrmu,
the empn’e of Lharatvnfb or Hindoftan.

A

o " .

i ”*The namcs, however, in Sanﬂmt, acc:urdmg to
Mr. W;Ikms, are properly, Seory-vangsy . and. Chandya-
Vangs; Ory the race gf rbe S)m, and ﬂﬂa mre ;3)" the
Moon,

4+ The Bhag-vat Geeta, Wthh is an eplfadc of thxs'
pocy has been tranflated from the Sanfkrit ngmgt--
into Englifh 'by Mr. Charles Wilkins. T¢ contains -
diiloguqﬁ between Arjoon and Kirfhna, who 15 fup-
god Viﬂip(}_ﬁ. in Em_é of his ins

|
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About 1600 years before Chrift, a war
with the Perfians * is recorded ; and about
900 years after that war 1, another is men-
tioned, during which the Hindoo emperor
is faid to have been carried prifoner into
- Perfia, and his fon, who fucceeded him, to
have become tributary to the kings of that
country. The tribute having been with-
held by the fecond Phoor, or Porus, is
a_ﬁ'gned as the caufe of the invafion of

- India by Alexander . Some Hindoo .

writers mention the vitory obtained by
him over Phoor, and fay that he quitted

* No mention is made of this war by any ancient
European hiftorian,

+ The firft Danue, according to I’ILI’OdOtUS, invaded
India about 504 years before Chrift, which is probably
the war here meant. The error in the date, which is
about 19(’ years, may have arifen in Copymg or tranfla-
tmg from the Hindoo manufcript.

; Pliny fays; ¢ Colliguntur a  libero. patre ad
¢ Alexandrum ms: agnum, reges eorum CLIV annis quin-

¢ que milliz, cceen adjiciunt et menfes tres.” Lia. VI,

f‘;‘f) \Vll

Hindoftan

(6©
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" among the dlﬂ'erent blanches of the re1gn- D

'pears that fcveral xevolutlons happe_éﬂ

ing famﬂy, and that many of the tri- SO

tion of the Beyah or HY")haﬁb, with thc &etlege, o i
anc;_"_‘_'_t quudrus.- : y ' i ;

e

| butary princes, takmg advantage of thefe

ealy conqueft; thofe _princes were un=

I mutmy on the' Banks of the IIyphaﬁs, or modern _ _
" Beyah. Major Rennel fuppofes, that Alexander |

¥ ‘:OII!S* m
| -.[ndm. i hﬁve feen tweo gameos of exqmﬁtq WOrI.mann

* the fize of a half crown ptcce, wh:ch was gm.n to thc
' Nabab of Arcot. It thonld be rcmcmbe*ed that Alex-
| I-'. ander had. Iis own coin flruck ‘in his azmy by Gireck |
'workmm that he carried with him for that purpoﬁs.

couvulfions, rendered themfelves indepen-
dent.  The country thereby lay open to

. Thls correfponds with the accounts given of the

cret"tcd his twelve altars at F1rofepour, near the j ]unc- :

1t may be mentioned here by the wny, tlmf Greck
5y and cngmvmgs, are fometimes found in

fhip; and faw a beautaful medal of Ale‘:ander, about

VOL. L gl AL e hng\

Ll 5 e A
T S o e g Aok \; f U




90 HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

willing to appeal to a fovereign for pro-
teCtion, whofe yoke they had fhaken off;
and invaders, inftead of meeting a united
people, and having to contend with the
force of the whole empire, feem only to
have been feparately oppofed by thofe whofe
territories they attacked.

The Grcel;:s, who remained in poffeffion
of fome of the northern provinces, were {uc-
cefsfully attacked by a Hindoo prince named
by them Sandrocottus®. Seleucus, then

mafter of the country between the Indusand -

FEuphrates, made atreaty with him 303 years
before Chrift ; but whether he uponthatocca-
fion retained, or ceded, the provinces con=~
quered by Alexander, is extremely doubtful.

- About 140 years after this treaty, it ap-
pears that fome of the fame provinces which
had been fubdued by the Greeks, were
cdnquered by the Badtrians, whofe empire

. * Plutarch. Juftin. Lib, xv. cap. iii.

was

( 04



WA 1 Mlthndates Alfa{:ms ngo: the P@rthn_ i
who conhderably extended them; and zhe R

,'Parthxans were in their turn expelled by a

_ "Tartar-natlon, called by Ptolemy and others
- Tudian Scytbians, who are faid to have_-l__ B
| fpr.e_a_d them(¢lves on both fides of the_ludl._ls, it

| .;_0 the fea *,

L

Thele conquelts, however, may be iatd
| to have extem}ed little farthcr th an the bor-

dermg provmces : but the mvaﬁons of rhc. |

‘ Mognl Tartars overturned the Hindao em-

__"'pxre, and, befides the calamxnes that im-

i 'medxately attend conque{’f ﬁxed on ﬂ;c—

ceed___

a haughty fupelﬁluon, they exa&ed the

- converfion of the vanquifhed ; and they .

Stnbo ---]u{’cm —Fxt.er?td. Valef and..
' came

[o3

ng generat:onsalaﬁm g train of miferies,
They brought along with thcm the fpmt of
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came to conquer, and to rémain_. The
fuccefls of the firlt invaders invited man'sr to
follow them; but we may confider the ex-
pedition of Tamerlane as that which com-
pleted the ruin of the Hindoo government.
Having, inthe year 1398, fent his fon Mirza
Pir Mahomed before him, he entered India
himfelf; relieved Mirza, who had taken,
but was afterwards fhut up in Moultan ; de-
feated the armies of the Mahomedan king
of Delhy, and made himfelf mafter of his
capital. Wherever he appeared he was
vi&orious; neither Muflulman nor Hindoo
~ could refift his fortune; nor could any one
who oppofed him, expe his mercy. Mark-
ing the march of his army with blood,
- from the banks of the Attuck to the eaftern
fide of the Ganges, and from thence back
by a different route, he returned to Samar-
cand, |

The difappearance of this angry meteor
was followed by a long {cene of warfare
among the Mahomedan invaders them-

felyes ;

1o
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felves; and the firft of the defcendants of
Tamerlane who may be faid to have firm-
ly eftablithed himfelf on the throne of
Delhy, was Acbar. He fucceeded his father
Homaon in 1556, and died in 1605, after
a fuccefsful reign of about ffty years. He
confiderably extended the dominion of the
Mahomedans, and was the firft of their
princes who regularly divided the empire
into Soubadaries, or viceroythips, fome of
which were equal in extent to the largeft
European kingdoms. Over each of thefe
he appointed a foubadar, or viceroy. The
foubadaries were again divided into pro-
vinces, governed by naibs, or nabobs, who,
though fubje& to the foubadar, had the
privilege of immediately correfponding with
the emperor’s minifter ; the decifion of civil
caufes belonged to the Cadi; the revenues
and expences were fuperintended by a
perfon appointed from the court ; and the
government of the principal forts was
confided to officers who were independent
of the viceroy.

During

I,
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~ Duting his ]ong rcxgu, Acbar caufed ins

quiries to be made, to afeertain the popula—

Il _:tu'm, the natural prcdu&mns, the mant-

fa&ures, &e. of the different provinces 3
the refult of which, with various regulations
. 'anﬁng therefrom, were formed into a book
1 called the Ayin zfc&arw, or inftitutes of
. Achar, which ftill exifts in the Perﬁan
language. He endeavoured  to correck
 the feroclty cf his countrymen ; was in=
' dulpent to the religion and.cuftoms of the
 Hindoos; and wﬂhmg to revive the learn-

_:' ing of the Brahrnans ‘which had been per=

 fecuted as plofane by the 1gnorant Mufftis,

“he crdered the celebrited obfervatory * at
Benares to be repaired, invited the Brah-
mans to return to their fludies, and affured
thcm of his proteQion, '

* Doltor Robertfon fays, this'obfewatory was built
by Acbar ; whereas T have always underftood that it wad
only repaired by his orders; and hence, probably, it may
- _*mfc, that the ancient Hindoo archlte&uze is mixed

with the pointed Saracen or Gothic arch, whxch is now
to be perceived in the building, |
13 The

[oé
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The dominion of Acbar does not feem
to have extended fouth beyond the 21t de~
gree of latitude. From thence, fouthward,
a great part of the country was ftill fubjeck
to a very powerful Hindoo prince, to _thm
many great Rajahs * paid tribute. = The
laft of thefe Princes dying without iflue,
moft of his territories fubmitted to ufurp-
ers; and two Mahomedans, who had ferved
as generals in his army, found means to
eftablith themfelves independent fovereigns
of Golcondah and Viziapour.

Aurengzebe, fon of Shaw Gehan, the
grandfon of Acbar, completed the conqueft
of many countries that Lis predeceflors had
in vain attempted to fubdue. While in
the Deckan, he ordered the city of Auren-
gabad to be buils, to commemorate his

* Princes, or Nobles, very much refembling the
great Nobility of Europe under the feudal governments.
Rajah is derived from a Sanfkrit word, fignifying
Splendar.

victories,

iwe?
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| w@cones* His dominions, according to
Major Re:mel reached from the 1oth to the
35th degree of notth lantude, and were in
_fq;_n_e_’ parts, of nezul_y an_equal  extent in

breadth. ‘His revenue is calculated to have

been about thirty-five millions of pounds
. ferling :—an aftonithing fum, efpecially in a
country where the productions of the earth
that are neceffary for the fupport of man,
. are {carcely above a third of the price that
" the neceffaries of life bear in England 1.

b ;A@mgzebe.' died'in 1507, after a reign
of"_fdrtyéﬂiﬁe ycars; and though, to attain
the throne, he confined his father to his
feraglio, caui'ed his b_rothers to be put to

}* His firft wife is buried there, to whofe memory he
erefled a mofque, and a magnificent tomb.
4 Befide the difference in the price of food, it muft
be confidered that the native of Hindoftan has no
farther occafion for fuel, than what may be neceffary to
prepare his temperate meal 3 nor for clothing, to guard
him agamf’c the inclemencies that are unknown in thofe

mild regions.

death,

o6
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death, and was guilty of many other enor=
mities; yet, being once eftablithed on it,
and feeing no competitors, he paid fuch clofe
attention to the affairs of government and to
the impartial adminiftration of juftice, was
fo judicious in his political condu@, and fo
- {uccefsful in his wars, * that he deferves to
- * be ranked with the ableft princes who
“ ever reigned in any age or country.”

It was the policy of the court of Delhy
 frequently to change the viceroys, A hif-
torian relates, that one of them left the
city, fitting with his back towards the head
of the elephant; and on being afked the
reafon, replied, “That it wasto look out for
“ his fucceffor.”” The vaft diftance of fome
of the provinces from the throne, {uggefted
‘the propriety of this meafure, as well as of
the regulations we have mentioned. But,
with all the policy that human foreﬁgiht
might devile, fuch extenfive dominions
" could only be governed and preferved, under

wife and vigorous rulers ;. and {uch, when

NorL, 1. ! we

(09
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we confider the ord-in'ar)'r courfe of nafi;re;'

and«;the ufual education of princes, could
not be -ex.pt_:&-ed in any long fucceffion.
- Aurengzebe was a phenomenon that rarely
_ appears in the {phere of royalty: his mind
was formed during his long frruggle for the
‘empire, while he was obliged to command

| ‘bis paffions, and ‘Rudy the ways and cha-

racters of mankind, = “ His fceptre was too
'“_pon\d-cmus to be wiclded by the feeble
. ™ hands of ‘his fucceffors;” and, in lefs
~ than fixty years from. his death, his wonder-
 ful empire was reduced almofk to nothing.

. Nizam al Muluc, viceroy of the Deckan,
who, without open rebellion, had in reality
rendered himfelf independent, to avert the
florm with which he was threatened from
~ the minifters of Mahomed Shaw, is fuppofed
to have fuggefted to Thamas Koul_i Kawn,
" who was then at Candahar, his celebrated
invafion of Hindoftan.,

- Thamas, after a fingle battle, entered the
city of Delhy, and the vanquithed emperor

laid

HRY
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laid his regalia at his feet. Having col=

le@ted immenfe wealth, and referved to

himfelf all the countries belonging to the
Mogul empire that were on the other fide
_ of the Indus, he reinftated Mahomed. Shaw
on the throne with much folemnity, and
returned with his army into Perfia, It is

faid that, before his departure, he informed

the emperor, who the perfons were who
had betrayed him, and gave him much
wholefome advice. But the fabric was
now (haken to its foundation, the treafury
was  empty, the troops were mutinous,
the prince was weak, the minifters were
unfaithful, and the viceroys of the diftant
provinces, though they affected fubmiffion,
no longer refpected commands which they
knew could not be enforced, and in the
end rendered their ftations, that formerly
were of fhort duration, hereditary in their
families, All that - now belongs to Shaw
Allum, the prefent nominal emperor, is
the city of Delhy, and a fmall diftriét round
it, where, even deprived of fight by the
: M2 barbarous

1))

L

el

L



o0 HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN.

barbarous hand of a rebel, ke remaing
‘an empty {hadow of royalty, an inftance
of the inftability of human greatnels, and
* of the precarious Rate of defpotic govern=
ments,  Under thefe, while the liberty and
‘llfe of the fubje& are conflantly expofed to
d-an,ger,._:.the ‘crown totters on the head of
‘the monarch: he who is the moft abfolute,
is frequently the leaft fecure; and the annals
of Turkey, of Perfia, and of the Maho-
'méﬂan' éon-qtt-é'rofs‘ of Hind’o[’fan, te’e'm_

ol thh traglc ﬁones of dethroned a.nd muy=

' dered prrnces.

_Th‘roughout Hindoftan there are many
rajahs to be found, who ftill enjoy the terri-
tories of their anceftors. Some, happily,
never were fubdued, and owe their inde-
pendence to the natural fituation of their
- poffeffions, which renders invafion difficult.
Qthers were pelrmittéd from policy or ne=
ceflity, to retain them, on wndltmn of Py
ing a Pzpulated tribute.

'Ti'ze |
i
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Government.  Public Buildings. Forls, and

Places of the Refidence of Rajabs.
HE government throughout Hindoftan
{feems to have been anciently, as it is

at prefent, feudal; and if we may judge
from the apparently happy ftate of thofe
countries where the deftru@ive hand of the
conqueror had not yet been felt, and from
the inviolable attachment which the Hin-
- doos bear to their native princes, we muft
conclude, that, under them, they were go-
verned on principles of the moft juft and
benevolent policy. In thofe countries the
Jands were highly cultivated ; the towns
and their manufatures flourithed ;- the

villages were compofed of neat and com-
modious

N
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fome other provinces, not many years ago.

Under the ancient Hindoo government,
there were feveral kings or great Rajabs *
who were tributary to the emperor; and
other inferior Rajahs, or nobles, who paid

tribute to their refpetive {uperiors, and

who, when fummoned to the field, were
obliged  to attend them, with a certain
number of men in arms, in proportion Lo

the value of their poffeffions. Befides the

eftates of Rajahs, there were other here-
ditary lands balongmo- to perfons of lefs

note, and fome that were appmpnated to

charitable and rehgmus purpofesd We like-

wife find, that in many parts of Hindoftan,

certain lands, or commons, were attached

* Maha-Rajih.

 'modious habitations, filled with ch-eéfful :
Lk mhabltants ; and wherever the eye turned
it beheld marks of the proteé’uon of thc'l i
 government, and of the eafe and induftry

- of the people. Such was Tanjore, and =
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to the different villages, which were culti-
vated by the joint labours of their inha-
bitants. The care of thefe lands was com-
mitted to the elders of the village, and
their produce applied to maintain the poor,
to defray the expence of feftivals, and to
pay dancers and players, who might oc-
cafionally be employed for the amufement
of the villagers.

The Ryuts, or peafante, were allowed a
certain ‘portion of the harveft, by the lord
~or proprietor of the land, with which they
~ maintained their families, provided and
kept their cattle, and were furnifhed with
feed for the fucceeding feafon. The por-
tion given to the peafant ‘feems to have
varied, and to have been chiefly determined
by the fertility or barrennefs of the foil, the
eafe or difficulty of cultivation, or the abun-
dance or failure of the harveft.

In countries that are plentifully fupplied
with water, the labour of the hufbandman
is

e
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s much diminithed, and hls cr“op& are

generally very abundant; but on the maﬂ: _

of Coromandel, where the foil is for tha.
moft part fandy, and water {carce, greater

exertion ds required, which is often but

fcannly repaid.

| In fuch countries as have not'the i
antage of bemg watered by conﬁderableif

rivers ; or in fuch parts where the watex

cannot be conveyed from them to the ad-
_]acent fields ; tanks were made, whlch, be-
ing filled during the periodical rains, fur-
nifhed water for the rice-fields, and for the

cattle in the dry feafom. Some of thefe

are of great extent, and were made by
mc’]oﬁng deep and low ﬁtuauons with a
f’t'_rong__,mgund of earth*,  Others of lefs

-magnitude, for the ufe of temples, towns,

or gardens, are of a quadrangular form,

Tt ) thc bank of thu grcat t:mkq, are gcnerally

found a Cérau!tr y and a Templr:.

l-i-ned

A
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lined with ftone, defcending in regular
fteps from the margin to the bottom *,

In the towns, as well as in moft of the
villages, are Choultries, or public buildings
for the reception of travellers, which were
erected and endowed by the munificence
of the prince, the generofity of fome rich
individual, or, not uncommonly, in confe-
quence of fome pious vow. A Brahman

" refides near, who furnifhes the needy tra-

veller with food, and a mat to lie upon ;
and contiguous to them 1is a tank or well,
that thofe who halt, may have it in-their
power to perform their ablutions before
they eat, or proceed on their journey.

* I have feen fome of thefe meafuring between 3
and 4oo feet on the fide, and regularly lined with
granite. The Hindoos, from fome fuperftitious no-

tion, never conftruct any thing of an exat fquare,

but rather oblong 5 though the difference is frequently -

fo fmall as fcarcely to be perceptible to the eye.

6 The
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*'T he Dewu!:, or tcmples, called by thqg |

Enropeans Pagodas, are il very nus
merous, eﬁmmally in the fouthérn provmees;[f, i
and fome of them of fuch remote. annqmtyﬁ” L
that no ‘account is le.ﬁ, cither in Wm:,'_'.;_-' W

or by tradmon, when ot by whom ﬂley-fw

. wete erefted, But the northern provinces

being firft conquered the feat of the
Mahﬁmedan government ﬁxed and g

'greateﬂ force exerted in thofe parts ; moft " i
of the temples were deftroyed, the images' e

of ftone broken, and thole of metal melted
to cover the floors of the mofques and
pa]aces, that the faithful Muflulman

' 'fhould have the fatisfacion dally to trams
_.ple on what had been lﬂcld facreu by the
Hmdoo.

The tem;ales at, Hurdwar, where the
Gangcs enters Hmdoﬁan- at Matm, the
fuppoféd birth-place of Knﬂma § at Oud-
gein; at Benares ; and at ]asgernaur on

the coaft of Orixa; atemp]e on the top of
@ mountain at Trxppety, about 40 miles

N. B

11
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N. E. of Arcot; one on an Ifland called
Seringham, which is formed by the rivers
Cavery and Coleroon, near Trichanapoly ;
and one on the ifland of Ramafleram, be=
tween Ceyloan and the continent, feem
from the moft diftant times to have been

conftantly held in the higheft veneration.

There are alfo many others that are much
reforted to; but of all thofe of which I

- have any knowledge, I believe that in
Seringham * is the largeft.

At

* About a mile from the weftern extremity of the
ifland of Seringham, and at a fmall diftance from the

bank of the Coleroon, ftands this celebrated pagoda.

1t is compofed of feven {quare inclofures, one within

the other, and ftanding at 350 feet afunder, The walls
are of ftone and mortar, and twenty-five feet high:
every inclofure has four large gateways, witha high
tower over them, one being in the centre of each fide,
and oppofite to the four cardinal points. The out-
ward gateway to the fouth is richly ornamented with
pillars, fome of which are fingle pieces of granite
33 feet long, and 5 in diameter, and thofe that form

the

190
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At the pagoda of Jaggernaut, people
of all cafts and ranks eat together, with=
out

the roof of the gateway, which is flat, are ftill larger.
The pagoda is confecrated to Vifhnou, and in the,

inner inclofure are the altars and the image of that!

deity. The Brahmans, who belong to the pagoda, are
very numerous, and with their families are faid to
amount to fome thoufands of fouls.

During the ftruggles between the Englifh and French
nations for fuperiority in the Carnatic, and in fupportl"
of the Mahomedan viceroys, whofe caufe they. refpec-
tively efpoufed, the repofe of the Brahmans was difturb-

ed, and their temple profaned ; it was alternately taken.

pofleflion of by the French and Englith armies. When
thofe rude intruders firft attempted to enter it, a Brah=
man who ftood on the top of the outer gateway, after
having in vain fupplicated them to defift, rather than
be a witnefs of fuch pollution, threw himfelf on the
pavement below, and dafhed out his brains.

About half a mile eaft from this pagoda, is another
called Jumbookithna, When the French, who, with
their ally Chunda Saib, had been for fome time fhut

up in thofe two pagodas, furrendered them to Mr,

. Laurence in June 1752, a thoufand Rajahpout fea-
" poys refufed to march out of Seringham until affured
that their conquerors would not pafs beyond the third

inclofure,

|2}
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. ot diftin@tion or P‘ﬂ“em‘mm"' This
e is peculiar to. thgt place, being no where

‘el allowed ; and the permlﬁion, or rather

mcloﬁ;re? dec}m:xp}g they weuld dw to 2 man’ 1:14 dﬂfeﬂd»
_mg the paﬂ'agm to ity but M:, Laurence, admxrmg
, U N -theu' wmge, and refpe&mg the;r devotmnf, far from
Pt g;_vmg them ofFencc, ordered that none fhould go be-
yond the fecond- . G ORruEs Ko
Ta\r;,mmr gives: thc follomng d.cfcnptlon of a tetn-
p!c near Amidabad, which the Mahomcclans had con~
‘yerted into a mofque “«Tly avoif, en ce lieu 13, une
_'“ pagbdc dont les Mahomedans fc font mis en pof—l
feflion pour en faire une mofque Avant que d’y
o mtrer‘, on pafle trois grandes' cours, pavées de ma-
% bre, et entourées de galleries, et il n’eft pas permis
 de mettre le pied | dans la triofieme fans oter fes
¢ fouliers. L dedans de la mofqué 'eft ornée 2 la
« mofaique, k) plus grande partie etant d’agates de
« diverfes conleurs, quion tire des 'montagnes de
i ¢ Cambaya, qui ne font qu'a denx journées de I,
i « On y voit pluficurs fepultures des rois idolatres,
: o lefquelles font comme autant de petites chapelles
(%dla mofaique, avee de pt’:titcs colonnes de r'n;irbi-e,
s qui foutiennent une petite voute, dont le ﬁ,pulcru
$¢elt couvert.” i :

,» : ¥ ayﬂge de T avernier, tome 1. page 50,

edition de Parisy 17g4:

, - i ‘order,

=
o
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order, for the pilgrims of different cafts
to do fo, is faid to be in commemo-

ration of their hero and philofopher
Krifhna *, who always recommended com=

- placency and affection for each other. A

great quantity of vituals is every day
prepared, and, after being placed before
the altars, is partaken of by the pilgrims.
The Brahmans belonging to this pagoda
pretend, that it was built by order of the
emperor, at the beginning of the Kaly-
Youg T, in honour of Vifhnou, by ‘whom
the houfe of Pandoo was peculiarly pro=
teted 1.

There are ruins on the coaft of Coro-
mandel, near Sadras, called, by Europeans,
the feven pagodas, by the natives, Mavali-

* Krifhna is reprefented in the Mahabarat,’ and

other works, to be the god Vifhnou in one of his in- .

carnations. See SkeTcy III.
+ See Aftronomy of the Hindoss, SxeTcu XL

1 See Sxercu Il
' ‘ puram.

[d3
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puram. The remains of a palace and
| temple, of great extent, may yet be traced.

Some of the inferiptions and hieroglyphics
- with which the walls abound, are no longer
i underftood 3 and ’fhough tradition informs

" us that this ‘place was at a confiderable
'chﬂance from the fhore, many of the ruins
"'are nbw covered with water, and ‘when it

'18 calm may be {een under i

| _r":rock and containing almoft innume-
’.fﬂ {4

~rabl 'wpﬂlars, fratues and figures in bas re-
___'hef that are to be feen on the iflands of

e Al

: Qalfc.tte and E}’I: hanta, and at lloura, about

irengabad T, announce a

o Th(,r:, are pieces of {culpture heu in very perfect

_Prcfcrvat\on, which, with many others that are f{catter-

‘ed over Hindoftan, prove the great {uperiority of the

.ancient Hindoos in this arty to their later defcendmts.
4 For a particular de fcnptmn of thofe temples, fee
Thevenot and Anquetil, dec.: but befides thefe, others
of 4 fimilar kind are to be met w ith in different parts of
Hmduitan.

M= work
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work of fuch aftonifhing labour, that the
people are firmly perfuaded it could not
have been executed by men, but was per-
formed by genii, at the order of the gods.

The Hindoo poets fréquently mertion
Diartka as a place highly celebrated. It is
faid to have ftood at the extremity of the

peninfula, and to have been fwallowed up .

by the fea, a few days after the death of
Kirfhna.

At the hour of public worfhip, the people
are admitted to a periftile, or veftibule, the
roof of which, in the large temples, is
fupported by feveral rows of pillars; and
while the Brahmans pray before the images,
and perform their religious ceremonies, the
dancing women dance in the court, or
under the portico, finging the praifes of
the god to the found of various mufical in~

ftruments.

Thé inauguration of a temple is at~
tended with great ceremony and propor-
Vor. L. | B tional

i
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nonal expence.  After it is completely
 finithed, the Brahmans are perhaps obliged
i | to wait feveral months, before they find,
I " by their aftrology, a fit day for that
" folemnity., The day is afterwards an-
nually celebrated, and is called the feaft
¢f the Dewul.  Every temple 1 dedicated
Y | to fome particular deity, and each has its
e annual feaft; beginning with the day on,
i which ' the inauguration ‘was performed :
it lafts ten days, and to temples that are

| " held in particular veneration, pilgrims
_ "refert on _that occafion from almoft every
. part of Hindoftan. Few come without
an oﬁ'eung, by which means alone the
revenue of fome of the temples 1§ ren=
dered very conﬁdelable but, in the coun-
trics. that are under the Mahomedan:
yoke, the Brahmans, as well. as the

i e e ey e T S L e

pilgrims, are ufually taxed by the FOVErti-

meut.

Throughout Hindoftan, we meet with
many places of defencc, which, from their
- LOTLe
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confiru&ion, as well as from tradition, ap-
pear alfo to be of great antiquity, and
feem defigned to refift the effects of time
as well as the attacks of an enemy: Thele
alone are fufficient to fhew, that the hu-
mane laws of Brimha could not fecure the
mild Hindoos from being difturbed by
the fatal effeéts of ambition; and that the
paflions in every climate are {ometimes too
powerfil to be reftrained, even by the wifeft
and moft falutary regulations. The build-
ing of places of fecurity we find commanded
by the law itlelf; for in the code of Hin-
doo laws, in a recapitulation of the quali-
ties and things neceflary for a ruler, it is
faid, « He fhall eret a ftrong fort in the
% place where he chufes to refide, and fhall
“ build a wall on all the four fides, with

¢« towers and battlements, and fhall enclofe
¢« it with a ditch, &e.” |

We likewife find the followmg paflage
in the Heetopades:

T2« What

£y
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4 What fovelezgn whofe country is fur~
 nifhed with firong holds, is fubjet to
¢ defeat? The prince of a country without
¢ ftrong holds, is as a'man who is an outcaft
¢ of his tribe.  He fhould build a caftle
“ with a large ditch and lofty battle-
“ ments, and furnith it with machines for
¢ raifing water, and its fituation fhould be
“in a wood, or upon a hill, and where there

A are fpnngs of frefh water, &c.”

Some of thofe fortreﬂ'es are by fituation
{o ftrong as to baffle all the efforts of
| art _' in a regular attack, and are only to
be reduced by furprife or famine. Such
is the fort now called Dowlatabad near
Aurengabad, Golcondah near to Hydro-
bad Gualior *, and many others. But
thefe

* QGaulior, belonging to the Rajah of Ghod, was
taken by furprife by the Englith in 1780 from the
Mahrattas, who were then in poffeflion of it.

It ftands on a rock, about four Englith miles in
fength, of unoqual breadth, and nearly flat at the
top. The fides are almoft perpendicular in every

party

o
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i thefe fcem only to have been xntended.ﬂ:_'_:‘--

" by the natwcs ag pla.ces of retreat in cafe

g f (3

part; for where the rock is not fo naturally, it has

been made fo by art, . The height from the plain below

. 18 unequal, but gencrally from 200 to 300 feet. The
. Yampart that goes round the top conforms to the edge of -

the precipice.  The only afcent is by ftone fteps,

which are defended at the bottom by a wall and

. towers, and in the way up by feven firong flone gates
ways, at certain diftances from each other.  On the
top there are many noble buildings, refervoirs for
water, and even cultivated land. At the north-weft
- footyof the mountain is a large and well built town.
: Gualior was once in pofleflion of the Mahomedans,
but was recovered by the Hindoos. Tavernier fays,
¢ Elle (la ville) eft batie le long d'une montagne qui
- % yers le haut &R entourée de murailles avee des tours.
el ya dans cet enclos quelques €tangs, que forment
“les pluyes, et ce que lony féme elt {ufhfant pour

« nourir Ia_garnifony ce qui fait que cette place eft

« eftimée une des meilleures des Indes. « Sur la penta
¢ de la montagne qui regarde le N. W. Shaw jehan
¢ fit batir une maifon de plaifance, d’ou 'on. voit toute
£¢ Ia ville, et qui pent tenir lieu de fortreffe. Au bas cic

%6 cette maifon on voit plufieurs 1doles de ‘bag rchcf
¢ taillées dans le roc, les quellas ont toutes la figure de

. % demons, etil y ena une entre autres, d’une hauteur
& extraordinaire. = Depuis que les rois, Mahomedans
e fc font rcndus maitres de ce pais-la, cette fortrefle cft
I 3 - Nl “le

l' gl
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of need, and for the fecurity of their fa-

milies and treafures in times of danger ; and -

not for their ufual rgﬁdence, or the de~
fence of the country.

In ope_ri and plain countries, the forts
are confiructed with high walls, flanked by
round towers, and are inclofed by a wet or
dry ditch *. The Rajah and his family
generally dwell within the fort, nearly ad-
joining to which is the pettah, or town.

; The,

¢ Je licu ou ils envoyent les princes et grands figneurs
¢¢ quand ils veulent s’affurer de leur perfonne.”
; Tayv. tome iii. page 52.

Gualior refembles other forts that I have feen,
being fituated on inacceflible mountains, except by
paflages fecured and defended at different places. On
the fides of the mountain above the paflage, quantities
of {tones are ge_'nerally to be found piled up, and
ready to be tumbled down on the heads of the affail-
ants. )

* Thave known inftances of their having aligators
bred in the ditches of their forts, which correfponds
with what Pliny mentions. In {peaking of the differ-
ent nations of India he fiys, Horata urbs pulchra,

filfs
B "

Q.



The place. of refidence of the Polyg b
Ra]ahsy HOL thOfe Whﬁfe poﬁ‘efﬁons are iﬂ (4} I

woody and hilly countries, is frequentiy“'-_!=__-i._,.;__;\'-;;'I':'._';_'_.

found furrouuded w,zth an imperwous'-',"_-‘-_i_-'

thicket, clofely planted w vith bamboos and
other thorns. - A road leads from the open
'ceuntry through the thu.ket to an area
the centre of it, fometimes formmg a plain
of feveral miles in circumference, on which
is the town. Should it be near to moun~
tains, a road fimilar to the other comm
municates with them, the enitrance to which
is commonly defended by a fort, or a deep
trench or brealt-work. Thele roads are
narrow; prolonged by frequent windings,
interfected by barriers ; and, when an at=
‘tack isapprehended, obftructed, by cutting
dltcheé" and felling' trees, By {uch fre- _
quent mferruptlons, the progref‘s of roops
‘towards the plam is neceﬁ'anly ﬂuw, durmg

) 4 . —

Jolfis palufiribus munita; per. gmr.r crocodili, humani cor
j)m: avidiffimi, ails ity 1 ﬁ ﬁd’ﬂfﬁ’, non d;‘mt. PLIN. lzb:
Vh cap 20,

14.___- | ~ which
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which they are liable to be conftantly
annoyed by thofe who may be concealed
in the thickets *, Should thefe difficulties

be

* The following is a defcription of the attack of
one of thofe places, as extralled from a letter of
Colonel Fullarton to Lord Macartney and the Council
at Madras, contained in his Account of military Opera-
tions in the Southern Parts of India, in the Campaigns
of 1782, 1783, and 1784 : | :

¢ On our arrival before the town of Shevigerry,
¢ he (the Polygar chief) retired to the thickets, near
« four miles deep, in front of his Comby, which they
« cover and defend. He manned the whole extent of
¢ a firong embankment, that feparates the wood and
.¢¢ open country ; was joined by other aflociated Po-
« lygars, and muftered cigHt or nine thoufand men in
¢ arms. Finding that they trifled with our propofals,
« the line was ordered under arms in the morning,
« and orders were given for the attack, - It com-
¢ menced by the Europeans, gnd four battalions of
¢ Seapoys, moving againft the embankment which
« covers the wood. 'The Polygars, in full force, op-
« pofed us, but our troops remained with their fire-
« locks fhouldered, though under a heavy fire, until
¢ they approachcd the 'embankment, where they gave

€ gjcncral
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be furmoumed the Ia{‘c refotirce: of th
who are -a,ttacked-,;-. is to retire to the mouns
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& a'-geﬁeral difcharge and rufhed upon the eﬂemjr

¢ By the vzgour of tlus adyange, we got po{i’eﬂion

# of the fummit, and the Polygars took poft on the
“verge of the adjoining wood, difputing every ftep
“ with great lofs on both fides. . As we found the
s Qomby could not be approached in front, we pro-
% ceeded to cut a road through impenetrable thickets
i for three miles, to the bafe of the hill that bounds

¢ the Combyon the weft. 'We continued to cut oug

¢ way under an unabating  fire from 8oco Pelygars,

« who conftantly prefled upon our advanced party,

¢ rufhed upon the line of attack, piked the bullocks

¢ that were dragging the guns, and Killed many of
¢ our people. But thefe attempts were ropulfed by
| #¢perfeverance, and before funfer we had opened a

L paﬁage entuely to the mountain, which is extremd}r

LA hxgh rocky, and in many places almoft perpen~
s dicular, Havmg refolved to atrack from this utle

¢ expeled quarter, the troops undertook the, fers
¢ yice, and attained thc furamit. The Polygwr parties

R poﬂcd to guard that emmence bemg mutcd, after

s much firing we defcendcd on the other fide and
¢ flanked the C.‘omby The enemy feecing us mafters.
«nf the mountain, rctreated unden cover of the

¢ night by paths inacceflible to regular troops, and we
€ took pofie flion of this extragrdinary recefs.”

falns.
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+ tains. Even the common roads through the
Pollams, or pofleflions of thefe Rajahs, have
generally thick woods on each fide of
them, and gateways or barriersacrofs, which,
befides ferving as a defence, are intended
for the purpofe of levying duties on
merchandife,

QL



: prefent




124 Crl el 8

horizontal line, and the latter with a per-
pendicular one *.
' Accord-

* Befide the four cafls above mentioned, there is
an adventitious tribe or race of people, called in the
Sanfkrit, Chandalas; and on the coaft of Coroman-
del, Pariars; who are employed in the meaneft offices,
and have no reftritions with regard to diet. Their
number, compared with that of any other caff, is in-
confiderable, and feems evidently to confift of thofe
perfons that have been expelled their caffs, which is
a punifhment inflicted for certain offences. Werea
Hindoo of any of the other caffs to touch a Chandala,
even by accident, he muft wath himfelf and change
his raiment. He would refrain from the productions
of the earth, if he knew that they had been cultivated
by a Chandala. A Chandala cannot enter a temple,
or be prefent at any religious ceremony. He has no
rank in fociety, and cannot ferve in any public .em-
ployment. Hence the punifhment of expulfion, which
is fuppoled in its confequences to extend even to
another life, becomes more terrible than that of

death.
Strabo and Diodorus Siculus erroneoudly divide the
Hindoos into feven tribes. Into this miftake they

have been led by fuppofing the Vifhnou-Bukht, and
| Shiva-

)36
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According to the Hindoo account of the

creation, as contained in the facred books,

the Veds *, and explained in different
" Saftras t, Brahma, or God, having com-
manded the world #o be, created Bawaney,
who, dancing and finging the praifes of
the Supreme, dropped from her womb

Shiva-Bukht, together with the Chandalas, to be tribes :
ory by taking for tribes, fome of the profeflions into
which the Sooderas are divided.

. * The Veds, or as pronounced in fome parts of
Hindoftan, Beds, and on the coaft of Coromandel,
Vedams, contain all the principles of. their religion,
laws, and government, and are fuppofed to be of di-
vine origin. The Tallinghas, and Malabars or Ta-

‘mouls, generally change the B into V, and terminate
the Sanfkrit words with an M.

+ Some of the Saftras are commentaries on the

Veds, and have been written by different ancient
Pundits. The Neetee Saftra is a fyftem of ethics.
The Dharma Saftra treats of religious duties, &c.

Pooran, which we often find mentioned, litera}’I;,r
fignifying ancient, is a title given to a variety of works
which treat of their gods and heroes.

three
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three. egga b upon the ground, frbm which
were  produced three beings, Brimha,
Vithnou, and  Shivah. To the firft;

Bl

i
g

B thc account gwcn of the birth of thofe three
_' bemgs, we may find an analogy with the opiniong
of fome Lgyptians and Greeks. The Thebans, in
comparing the world to an egg, faid that it had come
out of the mouth of the Supreme Being ™. In the
" verfes afcribed to Orpheus, it is faid that God
hmngproduocd a"large egy, and broke it, from
thence came out the heavens and the earth v Py~
'_"thagoras madc ufc c:f the fame ! allegary s oand we
are told, that the Orpbzgem, who pretend to have pre-
ferved the do&rines of Pythagoras, abftained from
eating eggs, as the Brahmans do now. In the orgics
of Bacchus, the ‘egg was confecrated, and held in
veneration as a {ymbol of the world, and of him whs
containg every thing within bimfelf. < Confule initiatos
.f"--'liberi patris in quibu’s hac yeneratione ovum co-
¢ litur, ut ex forma tircti ac pené {phwerat atque un~
¢ diqueverfum claufd et includente intra fe vitam),
ge mundi‘ﬁmulachrum vocatur 1.”
® Bofeb, Prep. Bv. i ¥0w—8 lib, iii. ¢, 11,
+ Apud, Athung fegat. pro Chrift, N, 18,

1 Maciob, Saturii. viil, cap. 16,

Y ' Brahma

)38
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Brahma gave the power of creating the
things of this world; to the fecond, that
of cherithing and preferving them ; and to

the third, that of reftraining and corre&ing
them.

Brimha created the Brahman from his
mouth : his rank was, therefore, the moft
eminent ; and his bufinefs, to perform the

rites of religion, and to inftru& mankind

in their duty.

He next created the Khatry from his
arms ; and. his duty was to defend the
people, to goverﬁ, and to command.

He then created the Bhyfe from his
thighs and belly ; and his bufinefs was to

provide, and to fupply by agriculture and

trafhic,

The"Soodera he created from his feet ;
and to him devolved the duty to labour,

to ferve, and to obey.
He

L
-
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He then proceeded to create all othef
animate and inanimate things; and the Su~
~ preme Being infufed into mankind the

principles of piety, of juftice, of compaf-

fion, and of love; of luft, of avarice, of
- pride, and of anger; with underfanding
and reafon, to prefide over and apply

. Brimha having refle@ed within himfelf;

and being infpired by the principle of
wifidom, wrote rules for the promotion of

' v-ixtu'e; and the reftraining of vice; fixed the

duties of the Brahman, the Khatry, the
Bhyfe, and the Soodera; and calling thefe

- writings Veds, he delivered them to the

Brahman, with power to read and to ex-
plain them *,

‘The

¥ « The natural duty of the Brahman is peace,
« felf-reftraint, patience, rectitude, wifdom, and

¢ Jearning.”

s« The

® 49
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. 'The Brahmans fhed no blood, nor eat

any thing that has had lifeinit* ; their diet

is rice and other vegetables, prepared with

a kind of butter called gheet, and with

¢ The natural duties of the Khatry are, bravery,
¢ glory, not to flee frot the ﬁeld, reCtitude, gehe-
k¢ rofity, and princely conduc.”

« The natural duty of the Bhyfe is, to cultwate the
<« land, to tend the cattle, to buy and fell.”

¢ The natural duty of the Soodera is, fervitude.”

¢ A man being contented with his own particulat
& 1ot and fituation, obtaineth perfection.”

« A man by following the duties which are aps
¢ pointed by his birth, doeth no wrong.”

¢« A man’s own calling ought not to be forfaken.”

Bhagvat Geeta.

Only the Brahmans may read the Veds; the
Khatries may hear them read ; but the other cafts
. may only hear the Saftras, or Commentaries on the
Veds.

* Porphiry and Clement of Alexandria, fpeaking
of the ancient Brahmans, fay, they drank no wine,
nor eat any animal food.

+ Ghee is butter melted and refined, which, thus
prepared, may be kept a confiderable time, even in
a hot climate.

Vou. L. K ~ ginger
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iy gmger and other 'fpi’ncs ; but they confider
'rmIk as the purelt food, as coming from
the cow, an animal for whofe fpecics they
have a facred veneration.

; Tbif’s”\?enéﬁfion for' the ox may have

. been ordained, to preferve from flaughter

‘an animal that is of fo great utility to man-
kind, particularty in Hindoftan, wh;.ch is
productive but of few horfes, comparatively
§ ‘with the extent of the country, and the

fah number of i its mhabxtants. The veneration

;m whmh the ox was held by the Egyptians,
: may have been borrowed from the Hin-
doos, or may have arifen from the fame
caufe,whmh may likewife have given birth
‘to the bull of Zorogfler.  Cicero obferves,
that it was the utility of certain animals
that occafioned their being worﬂzippe_"a"by'
the Egyptians and other nations™, Plu-
' ' tarch

Wi Ipﬁ; qui irridentur Egyptii, 'nullam_bclluam, nify
“ .Qb ﬂliqum utilitatCln fiua_m €x cﬁ Cap&rcnt conre(—-ravc_,
e | ¢ runt,
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tarch fays nearly the fame thing*. A fimilar
regard feems to have been fhewn for the
ox_'by the Phenicians. Porpl{iry fays, that
a Phenician would fooner eat a piecei‘of
human flefh. than tafte that of an ox .
In the early ages of Athens it appears, that
not only this animal, but all beafts of labour
were referved from {laughter, even from
being offered in facrifice, and which was
one of the laws renewed by Draco.—In
the code of Gentoo laws we find, befides
preferving the animal from being killed,
“ that if any one fhall exa& labour from

<

Lol

a bullock that is hungry or thirfty, or
¢ oblige him to labour when fatigued or
“ out of feafon, the magiftrate fhall fine

“ him.” §

All Brahmans are not priefts, yet all
priefts are Brahmaus. Thole who are not

s¢ yunt, concludam belluas a barbaris propter beneficium
s confecratas.” Cic. de Nat, Deor,  Lib, I N. 37.

* Plut. de Ifid. et Ofir.

4 Porph: de Abfl. 11, :
K 2 - of
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followexs of Vlfhnou or of Shwa, m&y'_

ferve, but not m menial offices ; we often
-ﬁﬁd themn _-.. ng as fecretaries, and fuper-

:rfong of high rank, as

=.fa£tors to ban ers and merchants : and
thete are inftances of Brahmans bemg- firfk

. minifters, not only to Hindoo princes, but

even to Mahomedans, “br_emg preferted f
their knowledge, fobriety of manners, and
conftant application.  Some even bear
_arms, but none of thefe can be admitted
jnto the pricfthood, and, in their appear-
ance, they are only diftinguithed from the
_other Hindoos by the mark on their fore-
‘head.  They likewile, however, abftain
from animal food; and they meet with
refpect from the members of the other
caftsy though not in fo great a degree as the
priefts, But thofe who ate of the prieft-
hood, confine their attention to the per-
formance of religious ceremonies, to the
fervice of the temples, to ftudy, and to

the education of youth,
: ‘ The
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. The priefts never carry weapons of any

" Jind, nor is it fuppofed to be fit for them
to employ them, even in their own de-
fence. They are patiently to fubmit to
. violence, and leave it to God and the laws

to avenge them, -

But throughout thefe laws, which were
moft probably compofed by the Brahmans,
reigns an uncommon degree of partiality
to their ¢gff. They claim a pre-eminence
in fank, even to their princes, or raabs,
who are of the fecond, or Khatry caff.
A rajab will receive, and tafte with relped,
the food prepared by a Brahman, but a
‘Brahman dare not eat of any thing that
may have been touched by one of another
caff. In the adminiftration of juftice, the
punifhment of a Brahmaa for any crime
is milder, and in general of a lefs difgrace-
ful nature, than that of another man for the

-? fame offence; and they have defcended to
| ' the moft minute circumftances, in order

iy i e ——



i =
.[_

e T e Mt R,

134 CAST&.

to preferve that deference and refpect

which they have eftablithed as. their

due.

(1
113
€

L1

(11

(14
117
114

(17

L1
€

€c

114

(13

It is faid, in their laws, “ If a Brahman
commit a crime deferﬁng of a capital
puniﬂdment, the magiftrate fhall, to
prevent his committing a f{imilar crime
in future, fentence him to perpetual im=
prifonment.—There is no crime in the
world fo great as that of murdering a
Brahman; and therefore no magiftrate
fhall ever delire the death of a Brahman
or cut off one of his limbs,

3

¢ Whatever orders fuch Brahmans as
are Pundits fhall deliver to the Ryuts
from the Saftra, the Ryuts fhall ac-
knowledge and o'bey.‘ |
& 35 a _Sooa'era give much, and fre-
quent, ‘m‘o]eﬁation to a Brahman, the
magiftrate fhall puf him to death.

' i ¢ 2
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L Brahman g0 ‘to waﬂi on as'

“ prince, thc fervants ‘and a’eréaw fhaiia'l-- bt

« not obftruc his entrance, but gwe hlm ]
“ a ready admiﬂ'on RO G

¢ If a Brahman be paffenger ina _bo'art,

£ he fhall not pay any thing to the water=
¢

™~

man; and he fhall enter and leave the -
¢ boat beforg any other of the paffen~
¢ gers,” &ec.

In fettling lj:)recedence, and making way
on_the road, all are obliged to yield to the
Brahmans *,

 The fun&ions of royalty devolve with-
out exception on the Khatry cgf;  and

* Diodorus Siculus, in fpeaking “of the cafts
among the Hindoos, fays, ¢ Primum eft philofopho-
“ rum qui ceteris, numero p"auc'id‘re's:,' fupereminent
« ¢ dignitate.  Hi ab omni opere :mmuncs, neque
£ fcmunt cu:quam neque imperant. "

Disd. Szcirfm, Lib, II aps X,

K 4 the
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the pofleflions and authority of their »a«
Jabs are hereditary, defcending in the line
of legitimate male primogeniture. But as
the right of blood defcends only to #his
degree, in default thereof the prince may
adopt any one of his kinfmen to be his
fucceffor ¥, who, from the time of his
adoption, obtains the rights and the ap=
pellation of his fon.

The younger branches of the families of
rajahs generally ferve in a military capacity,
and have fometimes lands given them, which
they hold by a feudal tenure,

All commercial tranfaltions are com-
mitted to the Bhyfe, or Bannian.

* Inftances of this kind frequently occur, Vizi-
aram-rauze, the prefent . rajah of Vizianagaram,
was adopted in preference to his elder brother Sittas
ram-rauze,

L3
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The Soodera ca/t is by far more numerous

than all the other cafts together, and -cb't_rf'-'i-_} e

prifes the artifan, and the labourer of every
" kind. The mechanics and artifans are
again divided into as many claffes as there’

are profeflions, Ninety-eight {fubdivilions

- of the different cafts have been reckoned by
the Danifh miffionaries, who have given an

account of their names, and different em-
ployments *. All follow the profeffions of
their fathers. None can quit the clafs he
belongs to, or be admitted, or marry, in-

to another: and hence probably that re-

femblance that fome have pretended to
pbferve in each clafs, asif -cumpo_ﬁng one

great family. .
The clieerf’ul reﬁgnati-o_n- of the Soodera
to his inferior ftate in fociety, with the im=

poffibility of rifing above it, befides the effect

of education, may beafcribed to the influence
of his religion. He is tangh t by itto be-

* D¢ la Croze, Hift, du Chrift, des Indes.
: | lieve
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lieve that he is placed in the fphere he
now moves in, by way of trial, or for of-
fences committed in a former life, and that
by piety and refignation he will enjoy

 greater happinefs in another.

Though the other cafis enjoy greater li-
berty with refpect to diet than the Brah-
mans, yet they fcrupuloully refrain from
what is forbidden them, and will not par-
take of what may have been provided by
any of an inferior cgf?, or different religion *,

They

* Wete a Hindoo to break thofe rules, he would be
cxpelled from his caft. It having been found requifite
to fend fome regiments of Seapoys from one Englifh
fettlement to another by fea, thofe who were Hindoos
were permitted to‘provide and carry with them water
and provifions.-for their own particular ufe : butone of
the fhips happening to be longer in the paffage than
had been expefted, nothing remained to them, for
feveral days before their arrival at land, but a very
fmall quantity of dry rice to each daily, without water

to drefs it, and fcarcely more than fufficient to wet

their mouths; yet they could not: be prevailed on to

taftq
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