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fefufficiency o f human wifdom to find out 
or explain his ways.

In feme more modern writers we find 
the power of fancy, and the force of ridi

cule, employed to deprive mankind of 
their greateft confolation, and fociety of its 
belt fupport j— but to what other motive 
can this endeavour be aferibed, than to a 
licentious vanity courting a criminal dif- 
tindtion ?

Many of the early Chriftians, even fome 

of the fathers o f the church, previous to 

their converfion to Chriftianity, had adopt
ed the opinions of Plato, and other Greek 
philofophers j and hence, doubtlefs, itarofe, 
that fome of the dodlrines then profeffed 
are evidently tinged with their notions.

/ he belie! o f three ftates after this life, 
which is Hill enjoined by the church o f

Rome,
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Rome, fee ms to have been taken from 
Plato ; but this, as well as other opinions, 
might probably be traced to a more diftant 
origin.

The dodrine of the Metempfychofis was 
openly avowed by fome of the early feds 
who brought paffages from the holy fcrip- 
tures in fupport of their extraordinary 

fidions.

They likewife believed in the eternity of 
matter, not fuppofng that any thing could be 

form ed from  nothing. Nam et quidam in- 
firmiores hoc prius credere de materia 
potius fub-jacenti volunt, ab illo univerfi- 
tatem dedudam, fecundum philofophos f  •

* See Letter from Father Bouchet to M. Huet 

Bifliop of Avranches,— Lettres edif. & curieufes, 

tome sii. p. 170. Edit, de Paris, 178 1.

|  Tertul. de Refur. Carn. c. 91,

V ol. I. 3? MoR
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Moft of the Gnofties imagined that 
the Divinity (Demiurgus) who created 

the world, was different from, but fub- 

ordinate to, the .Supreme Ruler of the 

imiverfe %

Ongen, and others, believed in the de~ 
ftrudtion and fucceffion of worlds; and 
that thefe revolutions had ever exifted and 
would continue throughout eternity ju

This opinion, as well as that o f many 

of the Greeks on this fubjed, feems to be 
derived from the dodrine of tranfmigra- 
tion j the foul that is faid to pervade the 
globe, being fuppofed to be iufufed into 
that Which may fucceed it.—-The Origeniffs 

thought that the fouls of mankind had 

exifted before the body, and, like the 

Hindoos, reje&ed the idea of eternal pu~ 

nifhment.

*  Ap. Eu. Priep. Ev. xi. 18.

f  Grig, In Proem. £:<c.
Ladantius*

■ : .
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La&antius, who was feleded to be the
;

preceptor of the fon of Conftantine, and fof 
his eloquence was diftinguilhed by the ap

pellation of the Chriftian Cicero, likewife be

lieved in the pre-exiftence of the foul * 4

The opinion of its being an emanation 
6f the Divinity, which is believed by the 
Hindoos, and was profefled by the Greeks, 
feems likewife to have been adopted by 
the Chriftians. Macrobius obferves, A ni-  
marum originem man are de carlo, inter refte 

philofophantes indubitatee conjlat ejfe jid e i f .
— Saint Juftin fays, the foul is incorruptible, 
becaufe it emanates from God $ : and his 

difciple,TatianUs theAflyrian, obferves, that 
man having received a portion of the Di
vinity is immortal as God is §.
1 —  - .........^ ..■ ' ■

* La&ant. Div. Inft. vii. 5.

f  Macr. in Som. Scip. i. 9*
|  S. Juf. de Refur. 9.

§ Tatian, cent Greci N. 10*

F % Man/

?  C'j I
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Many believed that the Deity had con
fided the care of the things of this world to 
celeftial beings, deftined to that purpofe*
Saint juftin Martyr fays, in his Second 
Apology to . the Senate of Rome, “  God 
“  who created the univerfe, having arranged 

t£ the elements, and the fun, the moon, and 
u the liars j having difpofed the feafons, and 

u their various productions; having placed 
i{ under man the things of the earth ; com- 
H mitred the human race, and all that is un- 
“  der heaven, to angels, whom he has com- 
“  ■ manded conilantly to watch over them

Athenagoras, in an addrefs to the Em- 
^  perpr Marcus Aurelius, obferves, 4t The

u Chriftians admit of a number o f angels 
u and fpirits that God the creator diftributed 
<f over the ftars, the heavens, the world, and 
“  all that it contains f  d*

* St. Juft, Apol. ij. ti. 5. 

f  A then. Legat. Chr. n. 10.
Some

a  . - .. 't  . t\. ' ■
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Some even imagined, that the fpace be

tween the heavens and the earthy was inha

bited by beings that were enemies to man

kind, like the evil genii of Greece, and the 

Deutas of Hindoftan *.

u All the heretics of the early ages/' 

fays Father Bouchet, 44 being infatuated 

u with Platonifni, afcribed to angels, what 

“  that philofopher faid of inferior deities *jv's

Had we fufficient data to go upon in 

examining the liiftory o f the Hindoo re

ligion, we might probably follow the pure 

worlhip of an almighty, juft, and mer

ciful God, through all its ftages of cor

ruption, to its prefent complicated ft ate.

The following Sketches may perhaps enable

" , * S. Hier.
f  Lettiys edih &  cur, tom, xii. p. 19 1, Ed, de

Paris, 1780

F 3 the * ■
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the reader to form fome judgment upon 
this fub jed ; and whatever reafon we may 

have to confider the religion we profefs 
as a peculiar revelation of God, we ought 
to look upon the fincere believers of an?- 

other, with lefs feverity thah men in ge
neral have done. To hate or defpife any 

people, becaufe they do not profefs the 
fame faith with ourfelves; to judge them 

illiberally, and arrogantly to condemn them, 

is, perhaps, in fad , to arraign the wifdom 

p,nd goodnefs of the Almighty,

v  ' l l l l l l l l i l l
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Sources o f Information concerning 

Hindojian.

J N  tracing the progrefs of the arts and 
fciences, we have been accuftomed to 

confider Egypt as the country which gave 
them birth j but an opinion has lately been 
entertained, that they were probably 
brought thither from Hindoftam An 
analogy has been difcovered between the 
religion of the Hindoos and Egyptians ; a 
fitmlarity is found in fome of their euf- 
toms; and a certain acquaintance with the 
fame fciences feems to have been common 
to both. To wreft an honour from the 
Egyptians which they have fo long and ib 
peaceably enjoyed, to furrnount the pre
judices that are in their favour, and to

F 4- over-
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overturn an opinion that has been confirm- 
ed by the fanCtion of fo many ages, feems 
a work fo replete with difficulty, that I 
think no one who (hall attempt it, fhould 
flatter himfelf with hopes of complete fuc- 
cefis. When opinions are once adopted, 
men feldom go fairly in queft of truth ; 
there is always a bias to thefe; they 
generally look for what may ftrengthen, 
and receive unwillingly what may combat 
them.

In our early youth we imbibed, with claflic 
learning, a degree of veneration for the 
Egyptians, and hence a predilection in 
their favour that will probably remain 
with us during our lives. We thought we 
beheld the arts and fciences coming from 
Egypt, and fpreading themfelves in thofe 
countries, to which we always look back 
with a degree of enthufiafm; it never en
tered our imagination to go beyond that, 
and to feek their origin in a more diftant 
clime; but we gave up our admiration to the 

4 people
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people to whom the Greeks them tel ves 
owed that iiiftrodion which rendered them 

fuperior to other nations.

From Greek and Roman authors we 

learn, but little o f the. H indoos; and the 

attention they excite in hiilory feems ra

ther to arife from their having been con

quered by feme great hero, or mentioned 

by fame favourite writer, than from their 
own confequence as a nation. We 'were 

indifferent about a people of whom we 

had fcarcely any knowledge. But the de

fire o f conqueft, and the thirfl o f gain, hav
ing brought 11s to a more intimate ac

quaintance with them, and the fpirit o f 

inquiry being routed, we go. back with 

avidity to thofe paflages which had left but 
a flight impreffion, and are furprifed to fee 
the fame manners and cuftoms, the fame 

religion and laws, exifling, and now in ufe, 

which we find to have prevailed at the re- 

motefl period we can trace,

Though

- ; . r g| h  y y
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Though it be almoft three centuries 

fince Europeans firft navigated to the ErJk 

Indies, it is but a very few years fince 
fuch inquiries were fet on foot, as could 

lead us to any fatisfa£lory information 

concerning a people who perhaps merit 
the attention o f the curious, more than 
any other nation on the globe. But, 
happily, the obfcurity in which they were 
involved feems gradually to be diffipating; 
and we may now flatter ourfelves that we 
are in the way to obtain a knowledge of 
all that is to be learnt o f their hiftory.
H ow far that may extend, is yet uncer
tain j but the lights which have already 
been obtained, fufficiently fhew them to 

have excelled as a civilized and polifhed 
nation, before any other that we are ac
quainted with.

W e are informed that Mr. Haftings, foon 
after his appointment to the government 
o f Bengal, conceived the idea of procuring 
a code of the laws and cuftoms o f the H in

doos,

t l g y
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does, with an intention to conciliate their 

affedions, by paying a proper regard to 

their iniiitutions and prejudices. ,For this 
purpofe he invited from Benares, and other 
parts o f the country, Brahmans learned in 
the Sanfkrit language; the moft authen
tic materials were collected, and tranllated 

from the original text into the Peril an. 

idiom. The Brahmans began the work in 

M ay 17 7 3 , and finiflbed k in February

1 775 *•

A  foclety was fome years afterwards 
eftablilhed at Calcutta, in order to make 

inquiries into the civil and natural duftory, 

antiquities, fciences, and literature of Aha 

which, we are told, has made confiderable 

progrefs ; and that the prefident, Sir
William Jones, as well as fome o f its other 

members, are now fufhciently acquainted 

with the Sanfkrit to be able to tranllate It 

with facility,

* It was tranllated from the Berdan into EngUlh by 
Mr. Rallied.

\ 1 ' o f
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Of the local Rate o f the country, the befl 
account we yet have, is to be found in a 

M ap  and Memoir, published by Major 

ibennel, who was feveral years furveyor- 
general o f Bengal and the other provinces 
that are fubjeCt to that government. Be- 

fide the furveys and inquiries made by 
Major Rennel and other profeffional men, 

cur geographical knowledge has been 
greatly improved, in confequence of the 

erabaffies fent from Calcutta to Thibet and 

Poonah, and the marches of our armies in 

the late w ar with the Mahrattas, acrofs the 
peninfula from the Ganges to Guzerat.
Men of fcience having accompanied the 

embaffy to Poonah, and ferved in thofe 

armies, the precife fituation o f particular 

places, with their directions and diftances 

from each other, were accurately afcer- 

tained.

I am indebted for much curious, as well 

as ufeful, information to Lieutenant Colonel 

Polier, M r. John Stuart, and M r. George
Fofter.

l ( l ) r  • ■ i  l . <SL
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Fofter. Lieutenant Colonel Polier refided 
near thirty years in Hindoftan, part o f 

which he (pent at Delhy, and its neigh

bourhood. M r. Stuart *  and Mr,

Fofter

*  M r. Stuart went from Mafulipatam to Hydrobad, 
the capital o f the Nizam’s dominions, and from 
thence to Seringapatam, the capital of M y fore, In 
which country he remained fourteen months. He 
came from thence to Madras. In his fecond journey, 
he went from thence to Hydrobad, Aurengabad, Jyna- 
gur, Delhy, through the Panjab, to within fixteen 
miles of Lahore. He returned to Deihy, and came 
by the way of Oude and Benares to Calcutta. After 
remaining fome time in Bengal and Bahar, he went 
by fea down the Perfian Gulf, and from Ghrey, at the 
mouth of the Euphrates, eroded the defert in the widefl 
diagonal part to Aleppo, and, embarking at Scanda- 

* roon, came to England. In 17 8 3 , he went to Mof-
cow , with the intention of going through Tartary to 
India, but finding it difficult to procure a paffport for 
proceeding from Altracan, he came by the w ay o f 
Vienna to Italy, and went from thence by fea to Con- 
ftantinople. Going by Diarbukkeer (or Mefopotamia), 
M oful, and Kirkout, to Bagdat, he went from thence 
into Perfia. A fter flaying fome months at Ifpahan, 
Sheeras, &c. he came to Baflorah, and from thence

through

i l l  \ .
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Fofter *  have vifited more of the interior 

1 * /  parts o f India than any other Engliihman

I have heard o f ;  and thofe gentlemen, by* 
fpeaking fluently fome of the Oriental 

languages, and by living in habits of in

timacy with the natives, have been able 

to learn things unknown to us, and to 

explain others which feem to have been 

eaifapprehe tided f .

But the honour is due to the French, o f 

having firft brought out, from the recedes of

ri i  ’ the
„ ^ ............ _______

through Annaddlia (or Natolia} to Conftantinople and 
Vienna, He has finee then vifited Swedifh Lapland, 
above a degree farther north than Torno, and is noW 
profecuting his travels through other parts o f Europe.

* Air. Foiler went from Madras by land to Cal
cutta, from thence to Benares, Agra, Delhy, &c, to 
Kiafhiihire,where he continued feverai months, and going 
by Cabttl through Perfia, came by the Cafpian Sea to 
Ruflia, and from thence to England.

f  I  hough much mtfcellandous information con
cerning the Hindoos may be found in different au
thors o f our own arid other nations, who have written 
On Hindoftan, none that I  am acquainted with, have

made
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the Hindoo temples, and communicated to 
the world in a regular and fcientific manner, 

the aftronomy of the Brahmans, o f which, 
till then, we had but vague and uncertain 
notions. It was Le Voyage dans les M ers 
de rin de , by Monfieur le Gentil * , that 

firft enabled us to form a right conception 
o f it, and to perceive thofe chara£teriftic 
marks which diftinguifh it from that o f

made them the obje&s of their immediate and impar
tial inquiry. Indeed, until now, the fources o f in
formation have been uncertain and confined; but, at 
prefent, as we have got poffeffion of the key to know
ledge, the Sanjkrit language-, and of the country 
where its chief repofitory is fuppofed to be, we may 
expe£t, from the zeal and abilities o f Sir W . Jones, 
and the other members o f the fociety o f Calcutta, to 
have our curiofity gratified, upon better and more au

thentic grounds.

*  See Voyage dans les M ers de rinde, fait pal* Ordre 
du Roi, a roccafion du Paffage de Venus fur le 
Difque du Soleil le 6 Ju in  17 6 1 ,  et le 3 du mime 
Mois 1769, par Monfieur le Gentil, de 1’Academic 

des Sciences.

other /
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other nations. Since then, it has been more 
fully illuftrated, in a mod ingenious and 
learned treatife, by Monfieur Badly ■*.

Whether the Egyptians received it from 

the Hindoos, may be a h inject of far
ther inquiry; but if, after a careful ex
amination, we are obliged to allow the

■

Hindoos to be the inventors o f a fcience 
that requires fo much ingenuity and ob- 

feryation, we fhall be inclined to fappofe 
that they were likewife the authors of that 
mythology which will be found to bear fo 
great a refembiance to that of the Greeks 
and Romans.

________________________ , _______ __________ ________________ ____________ ____ ___ ■

*  See Traits de l'AJironomie Indknne et Orientale, 
par Monfieur Bailly, de 1’Academie Francoife des In- 
I'criptions et Beiles JLettres, dcs Sciences, &c.
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Sketch o f the Hiflory o f Ilin dof an,

T H E  ancient Greeks leem in general to 
have believed that the riadves of India 

were aborigines and that they never either* 

emigrated themfelves, or received any co« 
lony from Grangers j\

The learned Hindoos fay, that 

Hindoftan £, extending from the river

Indus

* Diod. in f  Strab. xv.

I  HindoJlattj fo called by foreigners ; hut I am in
formed that no fuch words as Hindoo or Hindojian are 
to be found in Sanfkrit, which w e may fuppofe to be 
the original language of that country, or at leaft the 

oldeft now exilting there. In Sanlkrit it is called
V ol. I. G Bharata9

>  ^  , * v  i • ; ' j ’i
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Indus i  on the weft, to the Burumpooter f  

on the eaft, and from the mountains of

Thibet

Bharat a y and Bharat~vi?jh,— Bharat appears, likewife, 

to be the name of an ancient imperial, family. —  

Hindoftan feems, evidently, to come from the Per- 

fiatas.-—Stent in Perfian, fignifies country, and. Hindoo 
may have been taken from a corruption o f Sinde, the 

>iame of the river that feparated Bharata from the 

"  Periian dominions. (Rennel— Wilkins—-Stuart, & c.)
But to conform to the practice now in ufe, I fliall con

tinue to call the country Hindoftan, and its original 

inhabitants Hindoos.
*  From the city of Attuek, in lat. 30. 20. to M oul- 

tan. T his river is called Attuek, which in the San

scrit language is laid to fignify Fotwdden, as it was the 

boundary o f Hindoftan on that fide, and unlawful for 

the Hindoos to go beyond it without permLFion. Be

low Moultan it is called Soor, until it divides xtfelf 

in^o a number o f {beams, near Tatta ; the principal 

one is called Mehran $ but the river, when generally 

fpoken of, is called in the Sanlkrit language Sindhoo, 

and vulgarly Sinde. B y Europeans it has, from the 

earlieft times, been called Indus. (Pliny fays, “  Indus 

tc ab incolis appellatus,”  & c. Lib. vi.)

f  A  river eaft of the Ganga> or Ganges, the proper 

name of which is Brimha-pooter, or the fon o f Brimha.
Thefe

■ , ' 1 jt , ' \ ’ ' 1
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Thibet on the north, to the Tea on the 

fouth \ acknowledged the dominion o f one

m ighty

s,

Thefe two rivers derive their fources from the moun

tains o f Thibet, from whence they proceed in oppofite 

directions, the Ganges to the w eft, and the Burum - 

pooter to the eaft. T he G anges, after wandering 

through different valleys, rufhes through an opening in 

the - mountains at H urd war, and flows, a fmooth na

vigable ftream, in a courfe o f about 13 5 0  m iles, 

through the plains o f Hindoltan to the fea. In its w ay 

it receives eleven capital rivets, lbme o f them equal in 

magnitude to the R h in e. From its arrival on the plains 

at H urdw ar to the conflux with the Jum na, its bed is 

in inoft places about a mile and a quarter wide 5 from  

thence its courfe becomes more w in d in g : about 600 

miles from the fea, its bed in the broadeft part is three 

miles over, in the narrowed: half a mile, the ftream 

increafing and decrcafing according to the feafons.

In the fummer months it is fordable in fome places 

above the conflux w ith  the Ju m n a, but the naviga

tion for fmall veffels is never entirely interrupted : 

below the conflux, the depth is much more conlider- 

able, as the additional ft reams add more to that, than 

to its breadth. A t the diftance o f 500  miles from the 

fea, the channel is 30  feet deep when the river is at 

the lowed; ; but the fudden and great expanfion o f  the

G  2 - ftream,

< ? r
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mighty fovereign : but that in this ini-
\

menfe empire there were ieveral here
ditary

- -~w'—■—  ----- --  ’ 7

ftream, depriving it o f fufficient force to iweep aw a| 

the fan d and mud that Is thrown aero is it by the 

ftror;g foutherly winds, the principal branch cannot 

be entered by large vefiels.' About 220 miles from' 

the fea in a {trait direction, but 300 in following the 

windings of the river, the branches called the risers 

CafTemlmar arid Jelfm ghy unite, and form the river 

Ilu g h ly , on which is the port of Calcutta. T h e na

vigation of flaps In this river is always dangerous, as 

the him!-banks frequently fhift, and fem e project fo 

far Into the fea, that the channels between them can

not be cafily traced. The medium rate o f motion o f 

the Ganges is about three miles, and during the rains, 

and while the waters flow Into it from the inundated 

lands, from five to fix miles an hour. In general, 

there is on one fide of the fiver an almoft perpendicu

lar bank, more or lefs elevated above the ftream accord

ing to the quantity of w ater: near the bank the wa

ter is naturally deepefl:; on the oppofite fide, as the 

bed Hopes gradually, the water is (hallow, even at fome 

diftance from the margin ; but this is the natural 

effe£t o f the windings of great rivers, the current he*

Pig always (trongeft at the external fide o f the curve.
Xu
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ditary kings, who paid him a certain
tribute, though in the internal govern-

h' , ■ /.1 ' -a 'A'. Gm ' :>: -
raent t;yt: • ■

In places where the dream is remarkably rapid, and 

the foil loofe, fuch tracb of land are fomctimes fwept 

away as would, altouifh thofc who have not been ac- 

cuftomed to fee the increafe and force of fume rivers, 

during and immediately after the periodica! rains in the 

tropica] regions. The effetds of the dream .at: thofe 

curves' fometimes produce a gradual change in the 

couri’e of rivers, and in proportion as they encroach 

on one fid'e, they quit the other. Hence there are 

intiances in Hindottan, o f towns, fa id by ancient au

thors to be lituated on the banks of rivers, that are 

now at a considerable diftance from them. The Hin

doos, in their fabulous account of the Ganges, fay, 

that it flows from the foot of Vifhnou, the preferring 

deity, and in entering Hindoftan, pafles through a rock, 

refembling the head of their (bered animal, the cow.

The Britifh nation, with its tributaries, enjoy the 
whole of its navigable ccurfe,

The Burumpooter, taking aimed an cppofke dh 

re£lion, runs through Thibet, where it is called 

Sampoo, or Ziarictu, which is faid to bear the fame 

interpretation with the Gangs or Ganges, t h e  r i v e r ,  

it  wailies the border o f the territory of Tailii, and ap-

G  3 preaching
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ment of their countries' they were inde™ 
pendent

One of the ancient dynafties o f their 
emperors is called the Sourage-buns, or the 
dynafty of the children of the fun ; the

proaching to within about 200 miles o f Yunan, the 

wefternmoft province of China, turns fuddenly back, 

and running through Alfam, enters Bengal on the 

■ N . E. During a courfe of 400 miles through Bengal, 

it fo much refembles the Ganges, that a defcriptiori of 

one may ferve for both, excepting that, for the laft 

60 miles before their junction, it forms a ftrcam from 

four to five miles wide. The waters of thofe great 

rivers being joined, form a gulph of confiderable ex

tent, interfperfed with i Hands, fome of them feveral 

leagues in circumference. Major R en n el .

*  Diodorus Siculus fays, ££ India in quatuor latera 

diftin£b eft 5 quod ad oriefttem, quodve ad meridiem 

vergit, magnum mare circumdat. Quod ar£tos fpedtat,
Hsemodus mons ab ea Scythia, quam habitant hi qui 

appellantur Sacse, dividit; quartum, quod eft ad oc- 

cidentem fluvius Indus terminat, omnium fere, poll 

Flilum, maximus. Magnitudinem Indite ab oriente ad 

occafum, feribunt Itadiorum viginti ofito millium duo- 
rum et triginta. L i b . II. c a p . x,

other

1%
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other the Chander-buns, or that of the 
children of the moon *,

After thefe we hear of the hou.ie of 
Bharat; and the wars between two of Its 
branches* the K.ooroos and the Pandoos, 
are the fubje& of a celebrated epic poem,, 
called the Mahabharat f , laid to .have been 
written by Krifhna Dwypayen Velas, a 
learned Brahman, above 4000 years ago,
A famous battle, fought on the plains of 
Delhy, at the beginning of the Kaly-Youg, 
or prefent age, 3|’o2 years - before Chrift, 
gave, to Arjooo, one of the five ions of 
Pandoo, and favourite of the god Vilhnou, 
the empire of Bharatvirfh, or Hindoftan.

............................  .-JITMBJunW^givB^

# The names, however, in Sanfkrit, according to 
M r. .Wilkins, are properly, S o o t y - v a a g s , and Chandra- 
v a n g s  j  or, t h e  r a c e  o f  t h e  S u n ,  and t h e  r a c e  o f  th e  

M o o n .

f  The Bhag-vat Geeta, which is an epifodc of this 
poem, has been translated from the Sanfkrit language 
into Englifh by Mr, Charles Wilkins - It contains 
dialogues between Arjoon and Kirfhna, who is fup- 

pdfed to have been the god Vifhnou in one of his in- 
carnations,.

G 4 About
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About r 600 years before Chrift, a war 
Yuth the I ei flans  ̂ is recordedj and about 

900 years after that war f ,  another is men

tioned, duiing which the Plindoo emperor 

is faid to have been carried prifoner into 

Peifia, and his fon, who fucceeded him, to 

have become tributary to the kings o f that 

country. Fhe tribute having been with
held by the fecond Phoor, or Porus, is 
afligned as the caufe of the invafion of 

India by Alexander iji. Some Pdindoo 
writers mention the vidory obtained by 

him over Phoor, and fay that he quitted

No mention is made of this war by any ancient 
European hiftorian,

t  The hvft Darius, according to Herodotus, invaded 

India about 504 years before Chrift, which is probably 

the war here meant. The error in the date, which is 

about 196 years, may have arifen in copying or 'tranihi- 
ting from the Hindoo manufeript.

j: Pliny fays j « Coiliguntur a libero, patre ad 

“  Alexandrian magnum, reges eorum cliv  annis cjuiu- 

P clue ccceit adjiciunt etmenfes tres.”  L i b .  V I.
c a p . vvii.

Hindoftan

h  0V
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Hradoftari bn. account of a mutiny in Ins 
army

After the return of Alexander, it ap
pears that feveral revolutions' happened 
among the different branches of the reign
ing family; and that many of the tri-

k ibutary princes, taking advantage of thefe 
convuHions, rendered themfelves indepen
dent. The country thereby lay open to 
eafy conqueil; thofe princes were irn- 

__ ___  „____
1 . . : " - "■ ■ '. '' : -.: ;A

# This correfponds with the accounts given of the ' f
mutiny on the Banks of the Ilyphafis, or modern 

‘ Beyah. Major Rennet fuppofes, that Alexander 
ere&cd his twelve altars at Firofepour, near the junc
tion of the Beyah, or Hyphafis, with the Setlege, or 
ancient Heiudrus.

It. may be mentioned here by the way, that Greek
coins, medals, and engravings, are iometintes found in

_ » ■ \¥
India. I have feen two cameos of exqu.if.te workman- 
{hip; and law a beautiful medal of Alexander, about 
the fize of a half crown piece, which was given to the 
Nabob of Arcot, It fhould be remembered that Alex
ander had-, his own coin (truck in his army by Greek 
workmen that he carried with hint for that purpofe,

Vol . I  G 5 willing
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willing to appeal to a fovereign for pro
tection, whofe yoke they had fhaken o ff; 

and invaders, inftead of meeting a united 

people, and having to contend with the 

force of the whole empire, feem only to 
have beenfeparately oppofed by thofe whofe 

territories they attacked.

The Greeks, who remained in pofleflion 
o f fome of the northern provinces, were fuc- 
cefsfully attacked by a Hindoo prince named 
by them Sandrocottus Seleucus, then 
mailer of the country between the Indus and 
Euphrates, made a treaty with him 303 years 
before Chrift 3 but whether he upon that ocea- 
fion retained, or ceded, the provinces con
quered by Alexander, is extremely doubtful.

About 150  years after this treaty, it ap
pears that fome of the fame provinces which 

had been fubdued by the Greeks, were

conquered by the Ba&rians, whofe empire
*>

* Plutarch. Juflin. lib. xv. cap. iii.
6 wa»
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was formed about 250 years before Ghrift,
J>y idieodotiLs, when governor of Badtmna, 
under Antiochus Thees. Theodotus 
was forced to yield his; conquefts In India 
to Mithridates Arfaces king of the Parthian,-, 
who confide rably extended them; and the 
Parthians were in their turn expelled by a 

Tartar-nation, called by Ptolemy and others 
Indian Scythians, who are faid to have 
fpread them Pelves on both hides of the Indus, 
to the fea *.

Thefe conquers, however, may be faid 
to have extended'little farther than the bor

dering provinces ; but the invasions of the 
Mogul Tartars overturned the Hindoo em
pire, and, befides the calamities that im
mediately attend conqueft, fixed on fuc- 
ceeding generations alafting train of iniferics.
They brought along with them the ipir.it of 
a haughty fuperilition; they exacted the 
converfion of the vanquifhed ; and they

. ;.iP/;pP:p 'e , :, ■■ , Pp:. p»<pPPo>sx!P\vPPT . -■■'■P/.' ■ P'

rp Strabo.^—Juftin,—Exeerpta Valefiana.

came p
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came to conquer, and to remain. The
fl»

fuccefs of the firft invaders invited many to 
follow them; but we may confider the ex

pedition of Tamerlane as that which com

pleted the ruin o f the Hindoo government. 
Having, in the year 1398 , fent his fon Mirza 
Pir Mahomed before him, he entered India 

himfelf; relieved Mirza, who had taken, 
but was afterwards {hut up in M oultan; de

feated the armies of the Mahomedan king 

o f Delhy, and made himfelf matter o f his 

capital. Wherever he appeared he was 
victorious; neither Muffulman nor Hindoo 
could refill his fortune; nor could anyone 

who oppofed him, expeCt his mercy. Mark

ing the march of his army with blood, 

from the banks of the Attuck to the eaftern 
fide of the Ganges, and from thence back 

by a different route, he returned to Samar- 

cand.

The difappearance of this angry meteor 

was followed by a long fcene o f warfare 
among the Mahomedan invaders them-

felyes;

' 1 SEx -
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felves; and the firft of the defendants of 
Tamerlane who may be faid to have firm
ly eftablifhed himfelf on the throne o f 
Delhy, was Acbar. He fucceeded his father 
Homaon in 1556, and died in 1605, after 
a fuccefsful reign of about fifty years. He 
confiderably extended the dominion of the 
Mahomedans, and was the firft o f their 
princes who regularly divided the empire 
into Soubadaries, or viceroyffiips, fome of 
which were equal in extent to the largeft 
European kingdoms. Over each of thefe 
he appointed a foubadar, or viceroy. The 
foubadaries were again divided into pro
vinces, governed by naibs, or nabobs, who, 
though fuhjeft to the foubadar, had the 
privilege of immediately correfponding with 
the emperor’ s minifter; the decifion of civil 
caufes belonged to the C ad i; the revenues 
and expences were fuperintended by a 
perfon appointed from the court ; and the 
government of the principal forts was 
confided to officers who were independent 
of the viceroy.

During

g l |  • ■ ' • <SL
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During his long reigr| Acbar can fed in

quiries to be made, to a (certain the popula

tion, the natural productions, the manu

factures, & c, o f the different provinces % 

the refult o f which, with various regulations 

arifmg therefrom, were formed into a book 

called the A y in Acbaree, or mftltutes o f 

Acbar, which Mil exifts in the Perfian 

language, H e endeavoured to correO: 

the ferocity o f his countrymen 5 was in

dulgent to the religion and, cuftoms of the 

Hindoos ; and, w illin g  to revive the learn
ing of the Brahmans, which had been per

secuted as profane by the ignorant Mufftis, 

he ordered the celebrated obfervatory * at 

Benares to be repaired, invited the Brah

mans to return to their (Indies, and allured 

them o f his protec]ion,

% Doctor Robertfon fays, this obfervatory was built; 

by A cb ar$ whereas I have always underflood that it was 

only repaired by his orders* and hence, probably, it may 
■ arife, that the ancient Hindoo archcedbure is mixed, 
with the pointed Saracen or Gothic arch, which is now 

to be perceived in the building,

13 The
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The dominion of Acbar does not feem 

to have extended fouth beyond the 2 1ft  de
gree of latitude. From thence, fouthward, 
a great part o f the country was ftill fubje£fc 

to a very powerful Hindoo prince, to whom 

many great Rajahs *  paid tribute. The 

laft o f thefe Princes dying without ifllie, 

moll o f his territories fubmitted to ufurp- 

ers; and two Mahomedans, who had ferved 

as generals in his army, found means to 

eftablilh themfelves independent fovereigna 
o f Golcondah and Viziapour.

Aurengzebe, fon o f Shaw Gehan, the 
grandfon o f Acbar, completed the conqueft 

o f many countries that his predeceflfors had 

in vain attempted to fubdue. While in 

the Deckan, he ordered the city o f Auren- 
gabad to be built, to commemorate his

* Princes, or Nobles, very much refembling the 

great Nobility o f Europe under the feudal governments.

Rajah is derived from a Sanikrit word, iignifying 

fpkndor.
vidories*

1 0 ^
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victories*. His dominions, according to 
Major Rennel, reached from the i oth to the 
35th degree of north latitude, and were in 

fome parts, of nearly an equal extent in 

breadth. His revenue is calculated to have 
been about thirty-five millions o f pounds 

fterlmgi— an aftonUhing fum, efpecially in a 
country where the produ&ions o f the earth 

that are neceflary for the fupport of man, 
are fcarcely above a third of the price that 

the neceffaries of life bear in England f .

Aurengzebe died in 1707, after a reign 
o f forty-nine years ; and though, to attain 

the throne, he confined his father to his 

feraglio, can led his brothers to be put to

, j  ■
*  His firil wife is buried there, to whofe memory he 

created a mofque, and a magnificent tomb.
f  Bftfide the difference in the price o f food, it muff 

be confidered that the native of Hindoftan has no 
farther occafion for fuel, than what may be neceffary to 
prepare his temperate m eal; nor for clothing, to guard 
him againft the inclemencies that are unknown in thole 
mikl regions.

death,

| 0 t



#
H I S T O R Y  O F H IN T ) OS T A N . 97

death, and was guilty o f many other enor
mities; yet, being once eftablifhed on it, 

and feeing no competitors, he paid fuch clofe
1

attention to the affairs o f government and to 
the impartial adminiftration of juftice, was 

fo judicious in his political conduit, and fo 
fuccefsful in his wars, “  that he deferves to 

“  be ranked with the ableft princes who 
“  ever reigned in any age or country.”

It was the policy of the court o f Delhy 
frequently to change the viceroys. A  hif- 

torian relates, that one o f them left the 

city, fitting with his back towards the head 
o f the elephant; and on being afked the 
reafon, replied, “ That itw astolook out for 

“  his fucceffor.”  The vaft diftance o f fome 
of the provinces from the throne, fuggefted 

the propriety o f this meafure, as well as o f 

the regulations we have mentioned. But, 

with all the policy that human forefight 

might devife, fuch extenfive dominions 
could only be governed and preferred, under 

wife and vigorous r u l e r s a n d  fuch, when 

V o l . I. I I  we

{ ° * f



9 B H I S T O R Y  O F HIN'.DO S T A N ,

we confider the ordinary courfe of nature, 
and the u'fual education of princes, couid 

not he expedited in any long fucceiiion, 

Aurengzebe was a phenomenon that rarely 

appears in the fphere o f .royalty: his. mind 
was formed during his long druggie for the 
empire, while he was obliged to command 

his paffions, and ft tidy the ways and cha- 
ra&ers of mankind , u His feeptre was too 
** ponderous to be wielded by the feeble 
u hands of his f u c c d f o r s a n d ,  in left 
than fixty years from his death, his wonder
ful empire was red need aim oft to nothing,

Nizam al Muluc, viceroy of the Deckan, 

who, without open rebellion, had in reality 
rendered himfelf independent, to avert the 
florin with which he was threatened from 

the minifters of Mahomed Shaw, is fuppofed 
to have fuggefted to Tbamas Kouli Kawn, 
who was then at Candahar, his celebrated 

invafion of Hindoftan,

Tbamas,. after a fmgle battle, entered the 

city of Delhy, and the vanqulfhed emperor
laid

m )  ' : Y: ■:> ' V%l
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laid his regalia at his feet. Having col
lected immenfe wealth, and referved to 
himfelf all the countries belonging to the 
Mogul empire that were on the other fide 
o f the Indus, he reinftated Mahomed Shaw 
on the throne with much folemnity, and 
returned with his army into Perfia. It is 
faid that, before his departure, he informed 

the emperor, who the perfons were who 
had betrayed him, and gave him much 
wholefome advice. But the fabric was 
now (haken to its foundation, the treafury 
was empty, the troops were mutinous, 
the prince was weak, the minifters were 

unfaithful, and the viceroys o f the diftant 

provinces, though they affe&ed fubmiffion, 

no longer refpe&ed commands which they 

knew could not be enforced, and in the 

end rendered their Rations, that formerly 
were of Ihort duration, hereditary in their 
families. All that now belongs to Shaw 

Allum, the prefent nominal emperor, is 
the city of Delhy, and a frnall diftriCt round 
it, where, even deprived of light by the

PI 2 barbarous
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barbarous hand of a rebel, lie remains
:

an empty fhadow of royalty, an inftance 
of the inflability of human greatnefs, and 
of the precarious hate of defpotic govern
ments. Under Tide, while the liberty and 
life of the iiibjed are conftantly expofed to 
danger, the crown totters on the head of 

the monarch: he who is the mod abfolute, 
is frequently the lead fecurej and the annals 
of Turkey, o f derda, and of the Maho- 
medan conquerors of Htndoflan, teem 

with tragic dories of dethroned and mur- 

dered princes.

Throughout Hindodan there are many 
rajahs to be found, who dill enjoy the terri
tories of their ancedors. Some, happily, 
never were fubdued, and owe their inde

pendence to the natural lunation o f their 
poifeffions, which renders invafion difficult.
Others were permitted, from policy or ne- 
eeffity, to retain them, on condition of pay
ing a ftipuiated tribute,

The

. 11 (L ,



. g:i ■ . ■ . <SL

H I S T O R Y  O F  H IN D O S T A N . , o f

The Hindoos are the only cultivators o f 
the land, and the only manufacturers. The 
Mahomedans who came into India were 
foldiers, or followers o f a camp, and event 

now are never to be found employed in the 

labours o f hidbandry or the* loom,

II ■ k * i , v , 1 i , ' ' \ |i 11 11 Ml
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Government. Public Buildings, dor is, and 

Places o f the Refidence o f Rajahs.

rT ^ H E  government throughout Hindoftan 

feems to have been anciently, as it io 

at prefent, feudal; and if we may judge 
from the apparently happy Hate of thofe 

countries where the deftrudtive hand of the 
conqueror had not yet been felt, and from 
the inviolable attachment which the H in
doos bear to their native princes, we muft 
conclude, that, under them, they were go
verned on principles of the moft juft and 

benevolent policy. In thofe countries the 

lands were highly cultivated; the towns 
and their manufactures flourifhed ; the

villages were compofed of neat and com
modious

.. ■ li 1
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modious habitations, filled with cheerful, 
inhabitants 3 and wherever the eye turned., 
it beheld marks of the protection of the 
government, and of the eafe and induftry 
of the people. Such was Tanjore, and 
fome other provinces, not many years ago.

Under the ancient Hindoo government, 

there were feveral kings or great Rajahs % 
who were tributary to the emperor j and 
other inferior Rajahs, or nobles, who paid 
tribute to their relpedive fuperiors, and 
who, when fummoned to the field, were 
obliged to attend them, with a certain 
number of men in arms, in proportion .0 
the value of their poilHiions, Befides the 
eftates of Rajahs, there were other here
ditary lands belonging to per ions of left 
note, and fome that were appropriated to 
charitable and religious purpofes. We like- 

wife find, that in many parts of Hindoftan, 
certain lands, or commons, were attached

* M:iha~Rajall,

H 4 to
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to the different villages, which were culti
vated by the joint labours of their inha
bitants. The care of thefe lands was com

mitted to the elders o f the village, and 
their produce applied to maintain the poor, 

to defray the expence of feftivals, and to 
pay dancers and players, who might oc- 
cafionally be employed for the amufement 

o f the villagers.

The Ryuts, or peafants, were allowed a 
certain portion of the harveft, by the lord 
or proprietor of the land, with which they 

maintained their families, provided and 

kept their cattle, and were furnifhed with 
feed for the fucceeding feafon. The por

tion given to the peafant feems to have 
varied, and to have been chiefly determined 

by the fertility or barrennefs of the foil, the 

cafe or difficulty of cultivation, or the abun
dance or failure of the harveft.

In countries that are plentifully fupplied 

with water, the labour of the hufbandrnari

is
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Is .much diminiflicd, and his crops are
\ . ' : 

generally very abundant; but on the coaft
o f Coromandel, where the foil is for the

in oft part fandy, and water fcarce, greater
exertion is required, which is often but

fcantily repaid,,

In fuch. countries as have not; the ad

vantage of being watered by considerable/ 

rivers; or in fuch parts where the water 
cannot be conveyed from them, to the ad

jacent fields; tanks were made, which, be
ing filled during the periodical rains, fur-, 

nifhed water for the rice-fields, and for the 

cattle in the dry feafon. Some of thefe 
are of great extent, and were made by 

mclofing deep and low fixations with a 
ftrong mound of earth ■ *. Others of left 
magnitude, for the life of temples, towns, 
or gardens, are of a quadrangular form,

* On the bank of the great tanks, are generally 

found a 'Choultry and a Temple.

lined
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lined with Hone, defcending in regular 
fteps from the margin to the bottom *.

In the towns, as well as in moft of the 
villages, are Choultries, or public’ buildings 
for the reception o f travellers, which were 

ere&ed and endowed by the munificence 
o f the prince, the generofity o f fome rich 
individual, or, not uncommonly, in confe
r e n c e  of fome pious vow. A  Brahman 
refides near, who furnifhes the needy tra
veller with food, and a mat to lie upon ; 
and contiguous to them is a tank or well, 
that thofe who halt, may have it in their 
power to perform their ablutions before 
they eat, or proceed on their journey.

*  I have feen fome of thefe meafuring between 3 

and 400 feet on the fide, and regularly lined with 

granite. The Hindoos, from fome fuperftitious no

tion, never conftruft any thing of an exact fquare, 

but rather oblong ; though the difference is frequently 

fo fmall as fcarcely to be perceptible to the eye.

6 The

ns
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The Dewuls, or temples, called by the 
Europeans Pagodas, are ftili very nu

merous, efpecioily in the Couthern provinces, 
and Tome of them of fueh remote antiquity, 
that no account is left, either in writing 

or by tradition, when or by whom they 
were erected, But tire northern provinces 

being fir ft conquered, the .feat o f the 
Mahomedan government fixed, and its 

greatefi: force exerted in thole parts j 1110ft 

o f the temples were deftroyed, the images 
of ft one broken, and thofe of metal melted 

■ to cover the floors o f the mofques and 
palaces, that the faithful iVluirulman, 
fh'ould have the fntisfadion daily to tram
ple on what had been held facret* by the 

Hindoo,.

The temples at I lord war, where the 
Ganges enters Hindoflan; at Matra, the 
fuppofed birth-place of K rilhna; at Gtith 
gem j at Benares * and at J  agger naut on 

the coaft of Orixa a temple on the top of 
a mountain at Trippety, about. 40 nudes

■;r ' * n . e .

§1|§ - ■ . f  11 1. "  h \ r : j
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N. E. of A rcot; one on an Ifland called 
Seringham, which is formed by the rivers 
Cavery and Coleroon, near Trichanapoly ; 
and one on the ifland of Ramafieram, be
tween Ceyloan and the continent, feem 
from the molt diftant times to have been 
conftantly held in the highelt veneration.

There are alfo many others that are much 
reforted to ; but of all thofe of which I 

have any knowledge, I believe that in 
Seringham *  is the largelt.

At

*  About a mile from the wefiern extremity of the 

ifland of Seringham, and at a fmall difiance from the 

bank of the Coleroon, Hands this celebrated pagoda.

It is compofed of feven fquare inclofures, one within 

the other, and Handing at 350 feet afunder. The walls 

are of Hone and mortar, and twenty-five feet h igh : 

every inclofure has four large gateways, with a high 
tower over them, one being in the centre of each fide, 

and oppofite to the four cardinal points. The out

ward gateway to the fouth is richly ornamented with 
pillars, fome of which are fingle pieces of granite 

33 feet long, and 5 in diameter, and thofe that form 
I the
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At the pagoda of Juggernaut, people 
of all cafts and ranks eat together, with

out

the roof of the gateway, which is flat, are (till larger.

The pagoda is cpnfecrated to Vilhnou, and in the 

inner inclofure are the altars and the image of that 

deity. The Brahmans, who belong to the pagoda, are 
very numerous, and with their families are faid to 
amount to fome thoufands of fouls.

During the druggies between the Englilh and French 

nations for fuperiority in the Carnatic, and in fupport 

of the Mahomedan viceroys, whofe caufe they refpec- 

tively efpoufed, die repofeof the Brahmans was diflurb- 

ed, and their temple profaned; it was alternately taken 

pofleflion of by the French and Englifh armies. When 

thofe rude intruders flrft attempted to enter it, a Brah

man who flood on the top of the outer gateway, after 

having in vain fupplicated them to delift, rather than 

be a witnefs o f fuch pollution, threw himfelf on the 

pavement below, and dallied out his brains.
About half a mile eaft from this pagoda, is another ,

called Jumbookifhna. When the French, who, with 

their ally Chunda Saib, had been for fome time flint 

up in thofe two pagodas, furrendered them to Mr.

Laurence in June 1752,  a thonfand Rajabpout fea- 
poys refufed to march out of Seringham until allured 

that their conquerors would not pals beyond the third

inclofure,

P 1 • I
'• ; ' v' : - • v  
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out diftin&ion or pre-eminence. This 
|s peculiar to that place, being no where 
elie allowed; and the permiffion, or rather

inclofure, declaring they would die to a man in defend
ing the pal]age to. it: but Mr. Laurence, admiring 
their courage, and xcfpedting their devotion, far from 
giving them offence, ordered that none fhould go be
yond the fecond* Orme, &c.

Tavernier gives-.the. following defeription of a tem
ple near Amidabad, which the Mahomedans had con
verted into a rnofque t “ II y avoir, en.ee lieu la, une 
<« pagode dont les Mahomedans fe font mis en pof- 
*« felEon. pour en faire one mofque, Avant que d’v 
f* entrer, on palfetrois grandes cours, pavees de mar- 
« bre, et .entoarecs-de galleries, et'31 n’eit pas permis 
« de mettre ie pied dans la tridfieme fans oter fes 
1* fouliers. Le dedans de la mofque cit nrnee a Is*
« mofaique, la plus grande, par tie etant d’agntes de 
« diverfes couleurs, qu’on tire des montagnes de 
1(4 Cambay a ? qui ne font qu’a deux jomnees de la.
€t On y voit plufieurs fepultures des rois idolatres,
** lefquelles font comm? autant de petites chapel les 
“  a la mofaique, avec de petites colonnes de marbre, 
u qtu foutiennc.nt une petite voute, dont le fepulcre 
f* eitcouvert.*’

Voyage de "7 avtrnitr, tome iii. page 59, 
edition de Paris, 1704,

order,

V \ 2 t  ;q|
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order, for the pilgrims of different calls 
to do fo, is faid to be in commemo
ration of their hero and philofopher 
Krilhna*, who always recommended corn- 
placency and affe&ion for each other. A  
great quantity of viduals is every day 
prepared, and, after being placed before 

the altars, is partaken of by the pilgrims.
The Brahmans belonging to this pagoda 
pretend, that it was built by order of the 
emperor, at the beginning of the K aly- 

Youg t s in honour of Vilhnou, by whom 

the houfe of Pandoo was peculiarly pro

tected

There are ruins on the coaft o f Coro
mandel, near Sadras, called, by Europeans, 

the /even pagodas, by the natives, Mavali-

* Krifhna is reprefented in the Mahabarat,  and 

other works, to be the god Vifhnou in one of his in
carnations. See S ketch  III.

See Agronomy of the Hindoos, S ketch X I.

% See Sketch III,
puram.

§ J |  ■ ' ' : . <Sl.
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pa ram. The remains o f a palace and

temple, o f great extent, may yet be traced.

Some o f the mfcripticns and hieroglyphics 

v with which the walls abound, are no longer 

underilood j and though tradition informs 

us that this place was at a coniiderablt 

diftance from the Chore, many o f the ruins 

are n6w covered with water, and when it 

is calm may be feen under It"*.

The immenfe temples, hewn out o f the 
tolid rock, and containing alraofl innume

rable pillars, fum es and figures in has re

lief. that are to be feen on the illands of 

Salfette and Elephanta, and at Iloura, about 

20 miles from Aurengabad f ,  announce a

*  There are pieces o f fculptiire here in very perfect 

prefervation, which, with many others that are Scatter

ed over Hindoftan, prove the great fuperiority o f the 

- ancient Hindoos in this arc. to their later defeendants.

I  For a particular defeviption of thole temples, fee 

Thevenot and Anquetil, & c .: but befides thefe, others 

o f a firailar kind arc to be met: with in different parts of 

Hindustan.
work

l i l l l l l l l l ;if; 111  | i: I '• §; v
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Work of fuch afioni filing labour, that the 

people are firmly perfuaded it could not 

have been executed by men, but was per
formed by genii, at the order of the gods.

The Hindoo poets frequently mention 

Duarka as a place highly celebrated. It is 

faid to have flood at the extremity o f the 

peninfula, and to have been fwallowed up 
by the fea, a few days after the death o f 

Kirlhna.

At the hour o f public worfhip, the people 
are admitted to a periftile, or veftibule, the 

roof of which, in the large temples, is 
fupported by feveral rows of pillars; and 

while the Brahmans pray before the images* 
and perform their religious ceremonies, the 
dancing women dance in the court, or 

under the portico* finging the praifes o f 

the god to the found of various muficai in- 

ftruments.

Th£ inauguration o f a temple is at
tended with great ceremony and propor-

V o l . I. I tional
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tional expence. After it is completely 
ft uiilied, the Brahmans are perhaps obliged 
to wait feveral months, before they find* 

by their aftroiogy,. a fit day for that 
fblemnity. The day is afterwards an
nually celebrated, and is called the feq fl 
f  the DewuL Every temple is dedicated 

to fome particular deity, and each has its 
annual feaft ; beginning with the day on. 
which the inauguration was performed: 
it lafts ten days, and to temples that are 
held in particular veneration, pilgrims 
refort on that occafion from almaft every 
part of Hindoftan. Few come without 
an offering, by which means alone the. 
revenue of forne of the temples is ren

dered very confiderable 5 but, in the coun
tries that are under the Mahomedan 
yoke* the Brahmans, as well- as the 

pilgrims,, are ufuaily taxed by the govern

ment.

Throughout Hindoftan we meet with 
many places of defence, which, from their

con-

m  '
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eonftrudion, as well as from tradition, ap
pear alfo to be of great antiquity, and 
feem defigned to refill the effeds of time 
as well as the attacks of an enemy. Thefe 
alone are fufficient to fhew, that the hu
mane laws of Brimha could not fecure the 
mild Hindoos from being difturbed by 

the fatal effeds of ambition ; and that the 
paffions in every climate are fometimes too 
powerful to be rellrained, even by the wifeft 
and moll falutary regulations. The build
ing of places of fecurity we find commanded 

by the law itfelf; for in the code of Hin
doo laws, in a recapitulation of the quali

ties and things neceffary for a ruler, it is 

faid, “  He fhall ered a ftrong fort in the 

u place where he chufes to refide, and fhall 
“  build a wall on all the four lides, with 
** towers and battlements, and fhall enclofe 

u it with a ditch, & c .”

We likewife find the following paflage 

in the Heetopades:

I  2 « What
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u What fovereign, whole country is fur- 

u nifiled with ftrong holds, is fubje£t to 
defeat ? The prince of a country without 

u ftrong holds, is as a man who is an outcaft 
M of his tribe. He ftioukl build a caftle 
u with a large ditch and lofty battle- 
u merits, and furnilh it. with machines for 

u railing water, and its fituation fhould be 

u in a wood, or upon a hill, and where there 

** are fprings of frefh water, &cc.'

Some of th.ofe fortreffes are by fituation 
fo ftrong as to baffle all the efforts of 
art. in a regular attack, and are only to 
be reduced by furprife or famine. Such 
is the fort now called Dowlatabad near 
Aurengahad, Goleondah near to Hydro- 
bad, Gualior * , and marry others. But

thefe

* GauHor, belonging to the Rajah of Ghod, was 

taken by furprife by the Engltlh in 1 780 from the 

Mahrattas, who were then in polTeffion o f it-
It ftands on a rock, about four Englifh miles in 

length, o f unequal breadth, and nearly flat at the 

top. T he tides' are almoft perpendicular in every
part •,

' 1 ■
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thefe feem only to have been intended 
by the natives as places o f retreat in cafe

o f

part; for where the rock is not fo naturally, it has 
been made fo fey art, The height from the plain below 
is unequal, hut generally from -2qo to 3&0 feet. The 
rampart that goes round the top conforms to the edge of 
the precipice. The only afcent is by ftone heps, 
which are defended at the bottom by a wall and 
towers, and in the way up by feven ftrong ftone gate
ways, at certain diftances from each other. Gn the 
top there are many noble buildings, referv.oirs for 
water, and even cultivated land, At the north-weft 
foot:of the mountain is a large and well built town.

Gualior was once in pofleffioa of the Mahomedans, 
but was recovered by the Hindoos. Tavernier lays,,
** Elle (la ville) eft bade le long d’une rnontagne qui 
H vers le haut eft entouree de murailles avec des tours.
<* II y a dans cet enclos quelques etangs que fom ent 
sf les pluyes, et ce que Ton y feme eft iuflifant pour 
“  nourir la garnifon 5 ce qui fait que cette place eft 
“  eftimec tine des meilleures deslndes. Sur la penta 
u de la rnontagne qui regarde le N, W . Shaw jehan 
(t fit batir une m.aifon de plai lance, Ton 1’on voit tout:.. 
f( la ville, et qui pent tenir lieu de fo'rtrefie. Au has de 
« cette maifon on voit pluucurs idoles de bas lelicf 
“  taillees dans le roc, les quelfes out toutes la figure de 
« demons, et il y en a une entre autres, d’nne hauteur 
“  extraordinaire, Depuis que les rois Mahomedans 

, fc font reudus maitres tie ce pais-la, cette fortrefte eft

I  3 1 a
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of need, and for the fecurity of their fa
milies and treafures in times of danger ; and 
not for their ufual refidence, or the de

fence of the country.

In open and plain countries, the forts 

are conftrudted with high walls, flanked by 
round towers, and are inclofed by a wet or
dry ditch *. The Rajah and his family 

* 1
generally dwell within the fort, nearly ad
joining to which is the pettah, or town.

The,

« le lieu ou ils envoyent les princes et grands figneurs 
« quand ils veulent s’affurer cle leur perfonne.”

T av. tome iii. page 52.
Gualior refembles other forts that I have feen, 

being fituated on inacceflible mountains, except by 
paffhges fecured and defended at different places. On 
the (ides of the mountain above the paffage, quantities 
of ftones are generally to be found piled up, and 
ready to be tumbled down on the heads of the affail- 
ants.

* I have known inftances of their having aligators 
bred in the ditches of their forts, -which correfponds 
with what Pliny mentions. In fpeaking of the differ
ent nations of India he fays, Horata urbs pulchrct,

f ° J ts

IT



P  V ■ ' ■ ; :1' -; v s O W W W r " . - . .G G O  0 \  ' ■ G-G-iJ

7  Ggg : <sl
/ ' : ' G' ■’ '•%

V-'
• G O V E R N M E N T ,  &c. 1 19

The place o f refidence of the Polygar 
Rajahs, or thole whole pofleffions are in 
woody and hilly countries, is frequently 

found furrounded with an impervious 

thicket:, clofely planted with bamboos and 
other thorns, A  road leads from the open 
country through the thicket to an area in 

the centre of it, fomfitim.es forming a plain 

o f feveral miles in circumference, on which 

is the town. Should it be near to moun
tains, a road Jimilar to the other com
municates with them, the entrance to which 

is commonly defended by a fort, or a deep 
trench or bread-work. Tliefe roads are 
narrow; prolonged by frequent windings, 
interfedied by barriers; and, when an at
tack is apprehended, obftructed, by cutting 

ditches and felling trees. B y  fuch fre
quent interruptions, the pr ogre is o f troops 
towards the plain is necdiarily flow, during

—         .—^n. I. i J»

fojjls 'pahiflribus muni tat per. quqs crocodili, huwani car
ports avidiffimi) actitufn, ritfi ponte> non dan/, PL1N. Ub,
?i. Cap, 20.

I 4 which
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which they are liable to be conftantly 

annoyed by thofe who may be concealed 

in the thickets *. Should thefe difficulties
be

* The following is a defcription of the attack of 
one of thofe places, as extracted from a letter of 
Colonel Fullarton to Lord Macartney and the Council 
at Madras, contained in his Account of military Opera
tions in the Southern Parts of India, in the Campaigns 
of 1782, 1783, and 1784 :

(f On our arrival before the town of Shevigerry,
‘ f he (the Polygar chief) retired to the thickets, near 
tt fOUi- miles deep, in front of his Comby, which they 
it cover and defend. He manned the whole extent of 
it a ftrong embankment, that feparates the wood and 

.“ open country; was joined by other affociated Po- 
it lygars, and muttered eight or nine thoufand men ip 
“  arms. Finding that they trifled with our propofals,
“  the line was ordered under arms in the morning,

“  and orders were given for the attack. It com- 

ft menced by the Europeans, nnd four battalions of 
“  Seapovs, moving againft the embankment which 

“  covers the wood. The Polygars, in full force, op- 
“  pofed us, but our troops remained with their Tire- 
“  locks fhouldered, though under a heavy fire, until 
“  they approached the embankment, where they gave

“  a general

1
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b e  fu rn io im te ck  th e  la ft  re fo u rc e  o f  t lio fe  

w h o  a re  a tta ck e d , is to  re tire  to th e  m o u n -

a general di.'charge and rallied upon the enemy.

£t By the vigour of this advance, we got pofieflion 

ff of the fumrnit, and the Polygars took pott on the 

« verge o f the adjoining wood, difputing every ftep 
«  with great Ipfs on both Tides. As we found the 

i( Comby could not be approached in front, we pro- 

ff ceeded to cut a road through impenetrable thickets 

<c for three miles, to the bafe of the hill that: bounds 

«  the Comby on the weft. W e continued to cut our 

f* way under an unabating five from 8000 Polygars,
<< who conftantly prefFed upon our advanced party, 

w rufhcd upon the line of attack, piked the bullocks 

«< that were dragging the guns, and killed many of 

our people. But thefe attempts were r-. pulfed by 

*c perfeverance, and before funfet we had opened n 

«  paffage entirely to the mountain, which, is extremely 

** high, rocky, and in many places almoft perpen- 

** dicular. Having refolved to attack from this ut?

‘ ‘ expefled quarter, the troops undertook the fer- 

«  vice, and attained the fummit. The Polygar parties 

«  polled to guard that eminence being routed, after

«  much firing we defcended on the other fide and
.Vsf’w jf-j ; idf 0

«  flanked the Comby. The enemy feeing us matters
o f the mountain, retreated under cover of the

“  night by paths inaccefhble to regular troops, and. we

«  took pofleflion of this extraordinary recefs."
tains.

' • 1

' 1 ,



:(1D? . <SL
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• tains. Even the common roads through the 

jPollams, or pofleffions of thefe Rajahs, have 
generally thick woods on each fide o f 

them, and gateways or barriers acrofs, which, 
befides ferving as a defence, are intended 
for the purpofe of levying duties on 

rnerchandife.

i , .
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• ■ V; Cqfts; or tribes.

^I^H E Hindoos are divided into four 
cap  or tribes, the B ra h m a n , the 

JfCbatry, the Bhy/e y  and the Soodera.
Thefe cafes are at prefent again feparated 
into two parties, or feds, though we muft 
luppofe them to have been originally united.
The one is called the Viftmdu-Bukbt, 
and the other the Shiva-Bukhf, or the 
followers of Viflmou, and the followers 
of Shiva. The former diftinguifh them- 
f d v c s  by painting the forehead with a

* The name in Sanfkrit is, Vifyas; or, as it is pro
nounced in fome parts, Bifyas*

horizontal
• ■ i, ■ g.Vb Bp’
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horizontal line, and the latter with a per

pendicular one

Accord-

—T ■ I ■ m  I II I........  ir - - ----  - ■ -ri -■  ---- ----------------------------------------------------- ------------------ ----------------

* Befide the four cafts above mentioned, there is 

an adventitious tribe or race of people, called in the 
Sanlkrit, Chandalas; and on the coaft of Coroman

del, Pariars; who are employed in the meaneft offices, 

and have no reftriCHons with regard to diet. Their 

number, compared with that of any other cafty is in- 

confiderable, and feems evidently to confift o f thofe 
perfons that have been expelled their caftŝ  which is 

a puniffiment infliCIed for certain offences. W ere a 

Hindoo of any of the other cafts to touch a Chandala, 

even by accident, he mult wafh himfelf and change 

his raiment. He would refrain from the productions 

o f the earth, if he knew that they had been cultivated 
by a Chandala. A  Chandala cannot enter a temple, 

or be prefent at any religious ceremony. He has no 

rank in fociety, and cannot ferve in any public em

ployment. Hence the puniffiment of expullion, which 

is fuppofed in its confequences to extend even to 

another life, becomes more terrible than that of 
death.

Strabo and Diodorus Siculus erroneoully divide the 

Hindoos into feven tribes. Into this miftake they

have been led by fuppofing the Viffinou-Bukht, and
Shiva-
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According to the Hindoo account o f the 

creation, as contained in the facred books, 
the Veds * , and explained in different 
Saflras f ,  Brahma, or God, having com
manded the world to bey created Bawaney, 

who, dancing and Tinging the praifes o f 

the Supreme, dropped from her womb

Shiva-Bukht, together with the Chandalas, to be tribes s 
or, by taking for tribes, fome of the profelfions into 

which the Sooderas are divided.

* The Veds, or as pronounced in fome parts of 

Hindoftan, Beds, and on the coaft o f Coromandel,

Vedams, contain all the principles of their religion, 

laws, and government, and are fuppofed to be of di

vine origin. T he Tallinghas, and Malabars or Ta- 

mouls, generally change the B  into V , and terminate 

the Sanfkrit words with an M .

f  Some o f the Saftras are commentaries on the 

Veds, and have been written by different ancient 

Pundits. T he Neetee Saftra is a fyftem o f ethics.

T he Dharma Saftra treats of religious duties, &c.

Pooran, which we often find mentioned, literally 

fignifying ancient, is a title given to a variety of works 

which treat o f their gods and heroes.

three
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three eggs *  upon the ground, from which 
were produced three beings, Brimha,

Viil.nou, and Shivah, To the firft,

■ # lii the account given o f the birth of thofe three 

beings, we may find an analogy with the opinions 

o f fome Egyptians anti Greeks. The Thebans, in 

comparing the world to an egg, fait! that it had come 

out of the mouth of the Supreme Being #» In the 

* verfes afctibed to Orpheus, it is fair! that God

having produced a large egg, and broke it, from 

thence came out the heavens and the earth f .  Py

thagoras made ufe of the fame allegory; and we 

are told, that the Orphiques, who pretend to have pre

ferred the doctrines o f Pythagoras, abstained from, 

eating eggs, as the Brahmans do now. I11 the orgies' 

o f Bacchus, the egg was confecrated, and held in 

veneration as a fymboJ o f the world, and of him who 
contains every thing within himfelf. «  Confule initiator 

** liberi patris in quibus hac veneratioiie ovum co- 

u iitur, ut ex forma tired ac pens fphterat atque un- 

“  diqueverfum claufa et includente intra fe vitant, 

u mundi fimulachrum vocatur l . ”

* Euiib. Praep. Ev. i. 10.—& lib. iii. c. tt. 
f  Apud. Athenag. legar. pro.Chrift, N. 18. 
f  Mac rob* Saturn. vi'li. cap. 16,

I  Brahma
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Brahma gave the power of creating the 

things of this world j to the fecond, that 

- o f cheriffiing and preferving them ; and to

the third, that of reftraining and corre&ing. 

them.

Bnmha created the Brahman from his 

mouth : his rank was, therefore, the moll 

eminent; and his bufinefs, to perform the 
rites of religion, and to inftru&; mankind 

in their duty.

H e next created the Khatry from his 
arm s; and his duty was to defend the 

people, to govern, and to command.

He then created the Bhyfe from his 

thighs and belly ; and his bufmefs was to 

provide, and to fupply by agriculture and 

traffic.

The Soodera he created from his feet j 
and to him devolved the duty to labour,, 

to ferve,. and to obey.
He

1 8 ’ /31
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He then proceeded to create ail other 
animate and inanimate things; and the Su«

y'y . . .
preme Being infufed into mankind the 

principles of piety, of juflice, of compaf- 
fion, and of love; of iuft, of avarice, of 
pride, and of anger; with undemanding 
and reafon, to prelide over and apply 

them.
illifiwPltlilw

Br im ha having receded within, himfelf,- 
and being infpired by the principle o f 
twij'dom, wrote rules for the promotion of 
virtue, and the reftraining of vice; fixed the 
duties of the Brahman, the KLhatry, the 
Bhyfe, and the Soodera; and calling thefe 
writings Feds, he delivered them to the 
Brahman, with power to read and to ex
plain them

I l f  /  Thef

.........................

# f( The natural duty o f the Brahman is peace,
*c felf-reftramt, patience, rectitude, wifdom, and 

«  learning.”

«  The
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The Brahmans fhed no blood, nor eat 

any thing that has had life in it * }  their diet 
is rice and other vegetables, prepared with 

a kind of butter called ghee f , and with

«  The natural duties of the Khatry are, bravery,

«  glory, not to flee from the field, re&itude, gene- 

u  rofity, and princely conduct.”
«  The natural duty of the Bhyfe is, to cultivate the 

«  land, to tend the cattle, to buy and fell.”
tt The natural duty of the Soodera is, fervitude.”  
tt A  man being contented with his own particular 

it lot and fituatioh, obtaineth perfection.”

“  A  man by following the duties which are ap* 

tc pointed by his birth, doeth no wrong.”

“  A  man’s own calling ought not to be forfaken ”
Bhagvcit Geeta.

Only the Brahmans may read the Veds ; the 
Khatries may hear them read ; but the other cajls 
may Only hear the Saftras, or Commentaries on the 

Veds.
*  Porphiry and Clement o f Alexandria, fpeaking 

of the ancient Brahmans, fay, they drank no wine, 

nor eat any animal food.

f  Ghee is butter melted and refined, which, thus 

prepared, may be kept a confiderable time, even in 

a hot climate.

V ol. I. K ginger
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ginger and other fpices; but they ccnftder 

milk; as the pureil food, as coming from 

the cow, an. animal for whole fpecier; they 

have .a facred veneration.

This veneration For the ox may have 
been ordained, to preferve from (laughter 

an animal that is of fo great utility to man

kind, particularly in Hmdoftan, which is 

productive but of few horfes, comparatively 

■ with the extent o f the country, and the 

number of its inhabitants. The veneration 
in which the ox was held by the Egyptians, 

may have been borrowed from the Hin

doos, or may have art fen from the fame 

caufe, which may like wife have gi ven birth 

to the bull o f Zoroqflsr, Cicero obferves, 

that it was the utility of certain animals 

that occafioned their being worlhippedby 

the Egyptians and other nations % Plu

tarch

* u  Ipfi, qui irridenturEgyptii, nullam bdluam, nil!

ob aliquam utilitatem q.uam ex ea caperent confecrave-
“  rung,

I f l
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tarch fays nearly the fame thing*. A  fimilar 

regard feems to have been {hewn for the 

ox by the Phenicians, Porphiry fays, that 

a Phenician would fooner eat a piece of 

human fieih. than tafte that of an ox f .
In the early ages of Athens it appears, that 
not only this animal, but all beads of labour

»
were referved from daughter, even from 
being offered in facrifice, and which was 

one of the laws renewed by Draco.-—In 
the code of Gentoo laws we find, befides 

preferving the animal from being killed,

<c that if  any one {hall exa& labour from 

“  a bullock that is hungry or thirfty, or 
“  oblige him to labour when fatigued or 

“  out of leafon, the magiftrate {hall fine 

“  h im ”

All Brahmans are not priefts, yet all 

priefts are Brahmans. Thofe who are not

runt, concludam belluas abarbaris propter beneficium 
ec confecratas.”  Cic. de Nat, Deor. Lib. I. N. 37.

* Plut. de Ifid. et Ofir.

i Porph. de Abft. I I .
K  2 o f
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of the order of the priefthood, whether, 

followers of Vifhnou or o f Shiva, may 
ferve, but not in menial offices ; we often 
find them a&ing as fecretaries, and fuper- 
intendants, to perfons of high rank, as 
factors to bankers and merchants : and 
there are inftanccs of Brahmans being firft 

mmiftsrs, not only to Hindoo princes, but 
even, to Mahomedans, being preferred for 

their knowledge, fobriety of manners, and 
conflant application* Some even bear 
arms,, but none of thefe can be admitted 
Into the priefthood, and, in their appear

ance, they are only diftinguifhed from the 
other Hindoos by the mark on them fore

head. They like wife, however, abftain 
from animal food j and they meet with 

refpect from the members o f the other 

cajls, though not in fo great a degree as the 
priefb. But thofe who are o f the prieft
hood, confine their attention to the per
formance of religious ceremonies, to the 
fervice of the temples, to Body, and to 
the education of youth*

The
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The prlefts never carry weapons o f any 
kind, nor is it luppofed to be fit for them 
to employ them, even in their own de
fence. They are patiently to fubmit to 
violence, and leave it to God and the laws 
to, avenge them,

But throughout thefe laws, which were 
moft probably compofed by the Brahmans, 
reigns an uncommon degree of partiality 
to their cqft, They claim a pre-eminence 
in rank, even to their princes, or rajahs', 
who are of the fecorid, or Khatry cqft.

rajah will receive, and tafte with refpedt, 
the food prepared by a Brahman, but a 
Brahman dare not eat o f any thing that; 
may have been touched by one of another 
cqft. In the adminlftration of juft ice, the 
punifhment o f a Brahman for any crime 

is milder, and in general of a lefs di(grace

ful nature, than that o f another man for the 
fame offence ; and they have defcended to 
the moft minute circumftances, in order 

{ ' K  3 tq
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to preferve that deference and refpect 
which they have ejlablifhed as. their 
due.

It is faid, in their laws, “  I f  a Brahman 
“  commit a crime deferving of a capital 
“  pimifhment, the magiftrate fhall, to 
u prevent his committing a fimilar crime 

in future, fentence him to perpetual im-
“  prifon merit.— There is no crime in the

• <

tc world fo great as that of murdering a 
“  Brahman; and therefore no magiftrate 
“  Ihall ever defire the death of a Brahman, 
tc or cut off one of his limbs.

“  Whatever orders fuch Brahmans as 
11 are Pundits fhall deliver to the Ryuts 
“  from the Saftra, the Ryuts fhall ac- 
“  knowledge and obey.

1 c ' 0 'u ^  a Soodera give much, and fre-r 
u quent, moleftation to a Brahman, the 

“  magiftrate fhall put him to death.
“  I f
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“  I f  a Brahman go to wait on a 

' prince, the fervants and derbans (hall 
“  not obftru£t his entrance, but give him 
ts a ready ad million.

u I f  a Brahman be paffenger in a boat, 
a he fhall not pay any thing to the water- 
u man j and he fhall enter and leave the

boat before any other of the pafien-
gars,”  &c.

In fettling precedence, and making way 
on.the road, all are obliged to yield to the 
Brahmans m

The fmnSlions of royalty devolve with- 
put exception on the Khatry ccifl; and

'•-.MMft.,,..*., ...nn, ' r -r in  . n r ..iu .. -i.« T  I ■ i-.rT.i- I . - '    ' W i . l 1.1.  :v ». - **£*%

* Diodorus Siculus, in (peaking o f the cafb 
among the Hindoos, fays, “  Prinium eft plrilofopho 

** rum qui ceteris, numero pauciores, fuperemuient 
- (i digrutate. Hi ab omni opere immunes, neque 

^ ferviunt cuiquam neque hnperantd*

Dtod. Sicirfusj .Lib, If. cap, X.

K  4 the
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the pofleffions and authority of their ra
jah s are hereditary, clefcending in the line 
o f legitimate male primogeniture. But as 
the right of blood defeends only to this 
degree, in default thereof the prince may 
adopt any one of his kinfmen to be his 
fucceffor *, who, from the time of his 

adoption, obtains the rights and the ap
pellation of his fon,

The younger branches of the families of 
rajahs generally ferve in a military capacity, 

and have fometimes lands given, them, which 
they hold by a feudal tenure.

All commercial tranfa&ions are com-* 
mitted to the Bhyfe, or Bannian.

* Inftances of this kind frequently occur. Vizi- 

aratn-rauze, the prefent rajah of Vizianagaram,

was adopted in preference to his elder brother Sitta* 
ram-rauze.

%  The
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The Sooclera cqfl is by far more numerous 
than all the other calls together, and com- 
prifes the artifan, and the labourer of every 
kind. The mechanics and artifans arc 

again divided into as many claffes as there 
are profeffions. Ninety-eight fubdivifions 
of the different cafts have been reckoned by 

the Danifh miffionaries, who have given an 

account of their names, and different em
ployments ■ *, All follow the profeffions o f 

their fathers. None can quit the clafs he 

belongs to, or be admitted, or marry, In
to another: and hence probably that re- 
femblance that fome have pretended to 
pbferve in each clafs, as i f  compohng one 

great family.

The cheerful refignation of the Soodera 
to his inferior Hate jn fociety, with theim - 
poffibility o f riling above It, befides the effect 
o f education, may be afcrtbed to the influence
of his religion, He is taugh t by itto be-

i  ■ - rr ry/;.:A:)
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* De la Croze, Hill, du Chrifb des lodes.
lieve
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lleve that he is placed in the fphere he 
now moves in, by way of trial, or for of

fences committed in a former life, and that 

by piety and refignation he will enjoy 
greater happinefs in another.

Though the other cqjls enjoy greater li

berty with refpedt to diet than the Brah
mans, yet they fcrupuloufly refrain from 
what is forbidden them, and will not par
take of what may have been provided by 
any of an inferior cafiy or different religion *.

.* They

*  W efe a Hindoo to break thofe rules, be would be 

expelled from bis call. It having been found requifite 

to fend fome regiments of Seapoys from one Englifh 

fettlement to another by fea, thofe who were Hindoos , 
were permitted to provide and carry with them water 

and provifions for their own particular ufe : but one of 
the Chips happening to be longer in the paflage than 
had been expected, nothing remained to them, for 
feveral days before their arrival at land, but a very 

fmall quantity of dry rice to each daily, without water 

to drefs it, and fcarcely more than fuflicicnt to wet 

their mouths j yet they could not- be prevailed on to,

taftQ


