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ADVERTISEMENT.

N

i .
T is not my iatention in the following
theets, to add to the number of authors

‘who have devoted their labours to the hif~ .
‘tory of the conquerors of Hindoftan ; but
to draw the attention of tHe Public, for a

moment, from the exploits of Mahomedans
and Europeans, and direct it to ‘the ori-
ginal inbabitants of that country. If this
attempt fhould lead to further inquiry upon
fo interefting a fubje&, or-be produ@ive of
any pleafure or information to the Reader,
1 thall think my pains well beflowed, as my

_ wifhes w_ll_l be accomp_hfhed

THE AUTHOR.

N. B. [In reading the names of perfons and
places, the vowels are underflood to be
pronounced as in Ttalian.
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Q.

& The Vignette in the Title-page is a View

in the fubterraneous Temple in the Ifland
of Elephanta.
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ADVERTISEMENT.

TOY-TVH 18

SECOND EDITION.

SINCE the Firft Edition of this Work was
publithed, I have read in the Second

Volume of the Tranfactions of the Royal

Society at Edinburgh, Remarks on the
Aftronomy of the Brabmans, by Mr. Play-
fair ; and in the Firft Volume of the Afiatic
Refearches, Remarks on the Gods of Greece,

 Italy, and India, by Sir William fones.

I regret that I had not feen thefe works
in time to have made that ufe of them.
in the Firft Edition, which I have taken
the liberty of doing in this.

From the materials furnithed by Mon-
fieur le Gentil and Monfieur Bailly, Mr.
Playfair has even gone beyond thofe authors,
in eftablithing, by {cientific proof, the ori-

2 ginality



ADVERTISEMENT,
ginality of the Hindoo aftronomy, and
its fuperior antiquity to any other that is
known ; while Sir William Jones has made
great progrefs to thew, that the mythology
of the Egyptians, Greeks, and Romans,
denvcd its origin from the fertn]e ima-
; gmat:ons of the Hindoos. |

“The" Edit‘ion I now_o-ﬁ.'er to the Public
was “already prepared for the prefs, and
given ‘into the hands ‘of a friend to read,
when T was informed, that an Hiftorical
Difquifition concerning India, -‘by Dr.
Robertfon, would foon be publiifhed. « The
name of ‘a man fo eminent in the literarj}P
world, naturally made me anxious to fee

this work, and eafily induced me to fufpend

the publication of my own. It is needlefs

to fay how much I was flattered by the

notice - Dr. Robertfon has taken of the
SKETCHES CONCERNING HINDOSTAN.
But, after due confideration, I thought it be[t

to fuffer this Edition to go to the prefs exadtly
fuch

10



ADVERTISEMENT.

fuch as it was previous to my perufal of the
Difquifition of the elegant Hiftorian, and to
referve to myfelf the liberty of making

fuch remarks upon it in the Notes, as might
appear neceflary.

An apology is certainly due from me
to the Purchafers of the Firft Edition, for
‘not having the new matter, that is intro-
duced into the Second, printed feparately,
for their accommodation : and T cannot
help exprefling my regret that this was
rendered impoffible, by the neceflity of
intermixing the greateft part of it with
what was already publifhed. |

The moft confiderable Additions have
been made in the Firft Sketch, on the
Hiftory and Religion of Mankind ; in the
Seventh, on the Mythology; and in the Ele-
venth, on the Aftronomy of the Brahmans.
The Thirteenth and Fourteenth Sketches are
entirely new. For the account of the Man-

ners
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ners and Religion: of Thibet, which ap--.-'
pears in the Thirteenth Sketch, I am in-
debted to the kindnefs of Robert Bogle

Efquire, wfho_ “in the politeft manner, per-

" mitted me to make what ufe I pleafed of
the interefling manufcripts of his brother,

the late Mr. ' James Bogle. I thought it,

bowever, my duty to reftrain my inclina-

. 'tion to communicate the whole to the Pub-
 (licy and have inferted only fuch extrads as.

teaded to elucidate the immediate obje&

ok ;my enquiry.

Q. CRAUFURD.

Lowpon,
June 12, 1791.
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General Reflections bn the Hiffory and
Réfz;gion of Mankind.

! _ HERE is perhaps no fubje€t which
| has given rife to more fpeculative
inquiry, than the formation of the .earth,

and the origin of the human race: flill the

| moft ingenious {yftems are, in reality, but
'|_ philofophical romances ; they have never rifen
| above probable conjecture, unfubftantiated
by proof. In few inftances we can trace
the period when even thofe nations were
formed, who, in their progrefs or their
Vor. L P - decline,
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2 GENERAL REFLECTIONS.

decline, have filled an important place
in hiftory ; while the origin of the greateft
part of the inhabitants of the earth is en-
tirely hid in obfcurity. Inquiry has in vain
attempted to afcertain from whence the in-
numerable tribes and f:dwerful nations came,
that were found eftablithed in the weftern
hemifphere ; to find out who gave inhabi-
tants to the many défﬁched iflands difco-
vered in ancient and modern times ; and
to account for the dlﬁ'erence of features, of
complexion, and of hair, exifting between

the Furopean, the Hindoo, the Caffer, and
the American.

We are told that Manco Capac civilized
a tribe of wild Peruvians, which afterwards
became a numerous and happy nation;
that this nation was fubdued, its princes
and nobles deftroyed, its people maffacred
with the ferocity of beafls of prey, by men
who profefled a religion, the chief charac-

7 teriftic



GENERAL REFLECTIONS. 3

teritic of whofe do&rines is meeknefs and
humanity *. '

Perhaps the origin of all nations, though
their {ubfequent hiftory may be different,
is fimilar to that of the Peruvians. A num-
ber of pe_rfonsl, by accident or compact,
aflociate and form atribe ; others unite with
it, or are compelled to fubmit to its in=-
creafing power: but how the individuals
came into the country, is generally a pro-
blem which cannot be folved ; and though
philofophy may attempt to explain, and in
the fruitfulnefs of imagination may find
connexions and refemblances, after the moft
laborious refearch, we muft ftop, and reft
{atisfied with this truth, That the Supreme
Being, who created the univerfe, peopled
our planet in a manner conformable to his

* The enormities which were then committed, can-
not be attributed to the charaer of the nation, but to
the reigning fanaticifm of the time, and the avarice of

particular leaders. i
B 2 wildom,
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4 GENERAL REFLECTIONS.

 wildom, though hid from its {hort-ﬁghted
mhabltants.

In endeavouring to trace the rife and
progrefs of religion and laws, of arts and
. fc:ences, we are likewife frequently ﬁopped
in our inquiries, or led into error, by the
gloom that in general hides their firft ori-
~gin. We may fometimes imagine that we
have difcovered analogle and may argue

in confequence of them, when perhaps no

other analogy exifts, than that which arifes,
from thofe innate facultics and principles
which nature has implanted in the mind
of man, and are common to every people
and climate. ' '

}_
‘There is no nation, I believe; howevet
- barbarous it may be™®, nor any individual,
whatever for the fake of falfe celebrity he

- may

" * Thoungh fome writers have mentioned nations o
barbarous, as to have no idea of a Supreme Being; or
of 2 future exiftence, yet I am inclined to believe that

this

|6
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GENERAL REFLECTIONS. ¥
‘may "ﬁrétend, ‘who has not a fenfe:,-”"3'-';-'5ﬁi3f¢'e.
parable from his exiftence, of a fupreme
 ruling power; and this internal evidence -
of the dependerice of the human race upon
a fuperior Being, is a natural and fufficient
bafis to fupport a fyﬁem of religious wors
ﬂup. '

s

 this opinion has arifen from a want of fufficient ac-
quaintance with the nations they fpeak of 5 as I have
myfelf known many inftances, in which an opinion,
haftily received, has, upon nearer connexion,been found
to be erroncous. An eminent Author, Dr, Robertfon,
has faid, that tribes have been difcovered in Awerica
who have no idea of a Supreme Being, and 1o tites of
rehgmus worfhip 3 but be has afterwards alfo faid, that
¢ the idea of the immortality of the foul can be traced
¢¢ from one extremity of America to the other, and
s¢ that the moft uncivilized of its favage tribes do not
€ apprehcnd death to be the extinétion of being, ”
Garcilaflo de la Viega, who was born at Cuzco fhortly
after its conqueft, who was of the family of the Incas,
put brought up a Chriftian, {ays, that the Peruvians be-

. lxeved in the exiftence of a Supreme Be:mg, agd in a

frate of rcwards and pnm{hmfmts The fame 15 af-
'ferted by many authoxs with refpect to the Mexicans.

B3 'Ih¢
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6 - GENERAL REFLECTIONS.
The neceflity of eftablithed rules for the

government of every fociety or clafs of

people, is fo evident, that the rudeft tribes
muft have foon perceived, that they nei-
ther could enjoy internal peace and fafety
without them, nor be in a ftate to defend
themfelves againft attacks from abroad:
and hence the origin of laws and govern-
ment.

When tribes or focieties are formed, and

their immediate wants fupplied, as men

live and communicate with each other, the
mode of providing for them is improved ;
lefs urgent and nicer wants fucceed;

thought isexerted; the faculties of the mind

unfold, by being employed; talents are
awakened, by being called for and encou-
raged ; and nations, from their real and
imaginary wants, and exertions to {upply
them, gradually go on to luxury and to
refinement. 'When the inventions that
took their rife from neceflity and conve-

~ nience,
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GENERAL REFLECTIONS. 7

nience, have been' carried fo far, as 'td--}e:ﬁ*e
- genius at leifure to gratify itfelf with fub=; 1
jedts of curiofity and amufement, it E@kﬁs ‘a v
more exalted courfe; the liberal arts fol-
low and proceed on towards pcrfeéhon,
until fome of thofe, revalutions to which
‘nations are fubjed, arreflt their progrefs,

_ and again bury them in oblivion. Such

was their fate in Egypt, in Greece, and in
Italy.

All the religions we are acquainted with,
lay claim to a divine origin: all that are
found ef.tgblifhed in civilized nations, or~

 dain the adoration of God, and, with little
other variation, than fuch as may depend

g s A e gt e [ S s
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on climate or local circumftances, inculcate s }-
fuch duties of morality, as tend to preferve 3
~ order in fociety, and procure happinefs to
the individual. Tt might be expected, that
an inftitation in its nature fo {acred, and fo

evidently neceffary to the peace and.welfare | A
of mankind, uid bé lefs liable than any
R other
N B B 4 2
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8 GENERAL REFLECTIONS.

other to perverfion or abufe: but though
nothing can more ftrongly evince the do-
minion of our paffions over our reafon, we
every where find that religion has, more or
lefs, been made fubfervient to their gratifi-
cation, and employed to impofe on the
credulous multitude. If we fee the Brahman
in Hindoflan ufing the fuperffition he has
created, to procure to himfelf and his order
certain diftinctions and privileges, we have
feen the Chriftian prieft doing the fame:
and, however melancholy the reflection may
be, the decline of refpe@ for that religion,
which in itfelf is fo pure, may principally be
afcribed to the pride and mifconduct of its
minifters.

The profeflors of the Chriftian, the Ma-
homedan, and the Hindoo religion *, form

by

* There are many reafons which lead us to fuppefe,
that the inhabitants of Pegu, Siam, Thibet, and even
China
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by far the greateft por_tioh of the inhabitants _
of the globe.  In comparifon with the num=

‘ber of the followers of any of thefe, every

other religious denomination, as far as has
been hitherto afcertained, may be looked

upon as inconfiderable. Hiftory has re-

corded the origin, and marked the progrefs,
of the two former; but the rife of the latter,
and the changes it may’ have undergone,
are placed at a period fo remote, and we
are yet {o defetive in materials, that it is
impoflible to follow its fteps with the fame
precifion, that may be expeéted in treating
of the otherss '

- The effe@s of the do&trines of the Kho-

ran are too well known to require a parti-

China and Japan, derived their religion from the fame
fource with thgl Hindoos. Thc’lana_lngy between the
worthip of the people of Pegu and Siam, and that of
the Hindoos, is fo palpably evi;ienf, as not to leaye any
doubt of their common crigin. See Skercn X, &e.

culap
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10 GENERAL REFLECTIONS.

cular difcuflion. They were delivered to
an unenlightened people, by a daring and
artful man, who profanely affe@ed to have
an intercourfe with the Deity, and to be
particularly felected by him to convey his
will to mankind. He fupported this fabulous
revelation with pretended vifions and mira-
cles, which, though defpifed by us for their
groflnefs and abfurdity, operated with great
effe& on the more ignorant Arabians. He
commanded belief, punifhed difobedience,
and every faithful Muflulman thought it a
pious duty to fubdue thofe by the fword,
who refufed to embrace his religion. The
leaders of the early Mahomedans, being
a@iveandintrepid warriors, atthe head of a
hardy race of men, whom they had infpired
with fanatic courage, like a torrent bore
down all who attempted to oppofe them,
and in an aﬁonifhingly thort fpace of time
carried their dominion and their faith inta

every quarter of the then known world.

Science,
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. Science, as far as the Mahomedan religion
Apread, felt. its baneful influence ; and Gill
wherever we find the banner of the crefeent

raifed, we fee it followed by an enflaved,

ignorant, and bigotted race of men, whofe
hiftory, excepting where it is faintly en-
lightened by a few Arabian writers, creeps
through one continued gloom of cherithed
barbarifm, ' '

Ata txme when the Roman empire was

at the fummit of i 1ts power, when learning
~and the arts were admired and encouraged,
and the worfhip of the -gods in its utmoft
Iplendor, the Chriftian religion was ufhered
_ into the world in a remote and inconfider~
able provmce, under the mlldeﬂ: and moft
humble afpe&. .

Thofe who were chofen to promulgate
it to mankind, were taken from the loweft
clafles of a people, who had fearcely excited
the attention of their more polithed con-
querors, by any thing but their turbulence

and

SRS NI 1 N AU ey
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2l ‘GENERAL REFLECTIONS.

and obftinacy. The Apoftles, now fo juftly
held in high veneration by us, then un-
known and undiftinguithed, except within
the ‘humble fphere of their Chriftian con-
verts, were, with their opinions, little no-
ticed, and are but barely mentioned by the
writers of thofe times *. At firft, they feem

* It appears, that the Chriftians, till the reign of
Trajan, had been fo little noticed, that no law had been
eftablifhed for their trial or punifhment. 'When Pliny
was governor of Pontus, he applied to his friend and
mafter for inftrultions how to proceed againft them.
The letter is curious, and the anfwer contains fenti-
ments of juftice that do honour to the great man who
wrote it. They are the 97th and g8th in the colleétion
of Pliny’s correfpondence.

Tacitus mentions the Chriftians as having been ac-
cufed of fetting fire to Rome in the reign of Nero. He
fays, * Ergo abolendo rumori Nero fubdidit reos, et
¢ quechitiffimis peenis affecit, quos per flagitia invifos,
¢¢ yulgusChriftianos appellabat.”—And, after having re-
counted the excruciating tortures by which manyof that
religion were put to death, he proceeds,—*“Ergo quan-
¢ quam adverfus fontes, et novifima exempla meritos,
¢ miferatio oriebatur,tanquam non utilitate publica, fed

¢ in fevitiam unius abfumerentur.”  Se¢ Tacit. Ann.

Lib. XV.
to

o Y

.
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GENERAL REFLECTIONS. 3

to have been imprifoned and punifhed by
the magiftrates, as men who, according
to the then prevailing notions, were blaf=
phemers of the gods. Equally expofed to
the averf{ion of their countrymen and their
conquerors, no teachers of any new religion
ever began their miffion with lefs apparent
probability of fuccefs. But, by their confi-

~ dence in him they worfhipped, and their
unremitting perfeverance, they gradually
gained admittance among all ranks of men,
from the cottage to the palace. Then,
enemies to pride and violence, with the
language of perfuafion, they taught duties
that were agreeable to the foundeft prin-
ciples of morality; they recommended
obedience, rather than oppofition, to the
eftablithed government ; and by thefe mild
means, their do&rines, in little more than
three hundred years after the death of
Chrift, had made fo great a progrefs, that
they were embraced by the Roman Em-
peror himfelfi The fyftem of heathen
mythology,

-

&3
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mythology, adorned with all the elegance
in its rites that a refined. and luxurious
people could inventy and which had fo
much contributed to the petfeftion of the
arts, fell before the gentle but prevailing

force of Chriftianity ; and the eagle of

Jove, under which the vitorious legions

had ‘been led, through a feries of ages, to

tmparalleled renown, was changed for the
Crofs, the fymbol of the falth which thelr

| fov&rergn had adopted

" But befides the internal"purity ‘of the
new doltrine, a variety of combined cir=
cumftances contributed to its rapid advance=~
ment; and I hope it will not be thought
out of place curforily to notice them.

" Mr. Gibbon, in his 4 /r'ar_y of the Decline
and Fall of the Roman Empire, in follow-
ing the coutle of human reafoning, and
atguing from apparent caufes, has obferved,

that the writings of Pagan fceptics had
"prepared

!J'
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prepared the way, and the do@rine of the
immortality of the foul principally con~
tributed, to the fuccefs of the Chriftian
religion. '

An examination of the writings of the

" ancients on the fubjet of their theo-

logy, will fhew that polytheifm was almoft
univerfally confidered, by men of learning,
as a fable fabricated to amufe the fuperfti-
tious multitude, and calculated to maintain
the influence and authority of the prieft-

“hood: We find that many of the moft

celebrated philofophers, both before, during,
and after the Auguftan age, made it the
fubje of their animadverfion: and as Mr.
Gibbon very juftly remarks, the opinions
and examples of men eminent for their
rank and learning, muft have confiderably
influenced the opinions of the people. Few
men either take the pains, or are poflefied
of fufficient knowledge, fairly to examine
the religion in which they were born ; they

3 1n



18 GENERAL REFLECTIONS.

in general follow it, and believe it prefer-
able to any other, from habit and education,
But when it was known, that thofe who
held the higheft ranks in the ftate, and
who, in confequence thereof, even officiated
in the priefthood, in their hearts defpifed
thofe ceremonies which they performed with
apparent folemnity; and made devotion,
and the devout, the objects of their wit and
ridicule ; others, from vanity, or deference
to their judgment, imitated their example ;
refpe&t for religion was gradually under-
mined; and the prejudice of education
being removed, the mind, left without any
fixed fyftem, lay open to reccive new opi-
nions, and to embrace new doctrines,

In tracing the progrefs of a more rational
and pure idea of the Supreme Ruler of the
univerfe, than was entertained from the
earlicft times by the many, we fhall find,
that the EasT fhed the firft light under
whofe influence the variety of fyftems that

afterwards

O
-
w?.' L
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GENERAL REFLECTIONS: 17

afterwards prevailed, grew up. Phereci-
des feems to have beén the firlt who in-
troduced into Greece a regular notion of
a ftate of rewards and punithments, in the
dodrine of the metempfychofis, which,
‘many ages previous to his time, prevail-
ed, not only in Egypt, but among feveral
more Eaftern nations.

Pytﬁagoras*; the difciple of Pherecides,
travelled into Egypt and Chaldea, and, on
his return from Babylon, extended and
improved the do&rines of his predeceflor.
It is a doubt among ancient writers, whe-

# Diogenes Laertius,Porphyry,and Jamblichus, who
have written his life, fpeakonlyof his travels in Chaldea,
Egypt, Greece, and Italy; but from the teftimony of
other authors it appears more than probable, that he
extended his travels to India, and that his philofophical
opinions, and efpecially his doétrine of the tranfmigra-
tion of fouls, were derived from the inftru€tions of the
Brachmanes. See Eufebii Prep. Evang. cap. 10. 4.
Alex. Polyhift. Apul. S. Clem. of Alexandria.

Vor. L Gon ther
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18 GENERAL REFLEGFIONS.

ther he left any. works behind him, or not
but by what may be colleéted from the
writings of his difciples, it appears that he

taught the exiftence of a Supreme Being,

by whom the univerfe was created, and by

‘whofe providence it is preferved : that the

fouls of mankind are emanations of that
Being*: that, on their feparation from the
body, they go to places deftined for their

reception 3 the fouls of the virtuous, after

having been purified from every propen~

fity to the things of this world, being

re-admitted “into the divine fource from
whence they flowed ; and the fouls of the
wicked fent back to animate other bodies
of men or beafts, according to the degree
and nature of their vices, until, in a courfe
perhaps of many tran{migrations, they have
expiated their crimes. Abftinence from'

-animal food was a natural confequence of

fhefe doétrines 3 but the Pythagoreans re=

o~
.

H¥ Sec Hindoo Philofophy, Srerca X.
frained

0
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GENERAL REFLECTIONS. 19

frained likewife from every fort of intoxicat=
ing liquor, and from eating beans, for which
they feem to have entertained a fuperftitious
refpec, though we are unacquainted with
the caufe. Befides theology, Pythagorasis
faid to have infiructed his{cholarsinarithme=~
tic, mathematics, natural hiftory, and mufic.
His fchool formed a kind of community,

Ainto which he admitted the women and

children of his followers. He exaced from

- his difciples a voluntary poverty ; or rather
that they fhould diveft themfelves of pro-~

perty individually, and live upon one com=
mon ftock. He impofed fecrecy ; and, in
order to teach them patience and perfeve~
rance, they were prohibited from {peaking
for agreater or lefs fpace of time, as he

thought they ftood in need of trial and ex~

ertion*, - They were divided into two
claffes.

* Some of the ancients, in fpeaking of the education

given to the children of the Brachmanes, fay, that while
Ca the
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20 GENERAL REFLECTIONS.

claffess 'Thofe who had made a certain
progrefs, were admitted about his perfon,
and with them he ufed plain and natural
language ; but to the reft, who were f{epa=
rated from him by a curtain, he fpoke in
metaphors and fymbols. ' His dorines

made a confiderable progrefs in Greece and

Italy, and probably gave birth to many of
the more rational fyftems of philofophy
that fucceeded them,

 SocraTES, who was perhaps the wifeft
of all the ancient philofophers, confined his
do@rines chiefly to maxims of morality,
He endeavoured to bring men back from
the wild and {peculative notions which

the miafters were teaching, the fcholars liftened with
filent attention ; that they were not only forbidden to

fpeak, buteven to cough or {pit ; that all the fcholars eat -

in common ; that their meals were preceded by bathings
andpurifications; andthat beforethe firft meal they were
obliged to render an account how the morning had been
empioyed.  Vide Strabo, 15.  Apul. Floridor, #.

charac«
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chara@erifed the learning of his country- _
men at that time, and to confine the ftudies
of his difciples to their own breafts, it which =~

benevolence and virtue could not fail of
producing happinefs, s

His opinions, as handed down to us by
thofe who conftantly attended him, declare
his belief inr the unity of God, and in the
immortality of the foul. He taught, that
though God has not revealed to us, in
what manner he exifts, his power, his
wifdom, and never-ceafing providence, are
exhibited in all we fee: that the order and
harmony which reign throughout the uni-
verfe announce a Supreme Being, by which
every thing is conduéted and preferved ;
that the r.el-igibn‘ of every country ordaing
his worfhip, let it be in ever fo varied a
manner 3 and that it i the duty of all
to refpect their national religion, except
in fuch points as may be contrary to the
laws of nature, or may divert the attention

C3 : from
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from God to other objefts. He feems to
have believed that the foul exifted before
the body * ; and that death relieves it from
thofe feeming contrarieties to which it is
fubje&, by its union with our material
part. He taught, that the fouls of the vir-
tuous return to their former fate of hap-
pinefs, while thofe of the wicked are doom-
ed to punifhments proportionate to their
crimes ; that happinefs, both in this and
in a future ftate of exiftence, depends on
the pralice of virtue, and that the bafis
of virtue is juftice. He comprifed his idea
of virtue in this maxim: *“ Adore Ged,
¢ honor your parents, and do good to
¢ all men. Such is the law of nature and
¢ reafon.” In fociety, he thought that
every private confideration ought to yield

~ ® This idea feems evidently to have been borrowed
from Pythagoras, who fuppofed the fouls of men to
have pre-exifted in the divine foul, into which they at

laft return,

to

_} L,\
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to what could promote the good ind. fafety :
of the community to which we belonga;
and notwithftanding the mildnefs of his {
difpofition, his love of trauqullhty, and-

general good-will to mankind, he entered =

_into the buftle of arms, and ferved daring
three "'years in the Lacedamonian war,
with diftinguifhed reputation. Although
he theught it not only weaknefs, but even

A impiety, to be afraid of death, he con=

!
-]
e
i
{
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demned fuicide, as a proof of cowardice
rather than of courage, and as a defertion
of the poftaffigned to usby Providence. Tle
firongly recommended perfeverance, fedate-
nefs, and modefty ; “and of the laft of
thefe virtues he was himfelf a diftin-
guifhed example, often declaring, that the
utmoft extent.of his refearches had only
taught him, ¢ that he knew nothing,””  He
oppofed the corruption of the magiftrates,
and the f{uperftition and hypocrify of the
priefthood : and at laft fell a victim to their
' machmauous, for pra@ifing virtues which

Ca have
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have rendered his name facred to pof-
terity.,

PrAro, a difciple of Socrates, travelled
into Egyptand Italy *, and upon his return
eftablifhed his {chool at the Academy.
Like Socrates, he believed in the unity of
the Supreme Being, without beginning or
end; but aflerted, at the fame time, the
eternity of matter. He taught, that the
elements being mixed together in chaos,
were, by the will of God, feparated, and re-
duced into order, and that thus the world
was formed : that God infufed into matter
a portion of his divine fpirit T, which ani-
mates and moves it; and that he committed
the care of this world, and the creation of

* It appears that Plato once intended to vifit India.
—Ad Indos et Magos intendiffet animum, nifi euns bella tunc
wetiffent Afiatica,  Apul, de dogm. Plat.

+ Thisis conformable to the opinions of the learned
Hindoos. See Skercn X.
‘ mankind,
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manlcmd to  beings who are conﬁanﬂy
T  fubje@to his will. That mankind have two,
" fouls, of feparate and different natures, the :
one corruptible, the other immortal : That
the latter is a portion of the divine fpirit,
refides in the brain, and is the fource of
veafor: that the former, the mortal foul,
is divided into two parts, one of which,
, refiding in the heart, produces paffions and
f i : defires ; the other, between the diaphragm.
;} : and navel, governs the animal funclions: .
' 'That the mortal foul ceafes to exift with the
i il life of the body, but that the divine foul, no :
_ longer clogged by its union with matter,
{ continues its exiftence, either in a ftate of
j happinefs or punifhment: That the fouls
s of the virtuous—of thofe whole actions are:
guided by their reafon—return after. death |
into the fource from whence they flowed ¥,
while the fouls of thofe who fubmitted to

i * In this he likewife agrees with the doétrines of |

z‘ | the Hindoos- )
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26  GENERAL REFLECTIONS.

the government of the paffions, after being
for a certain time confined to a place deftin~
ed for their reception, are fent back to earth,
"to animate other bodies.

The above idea of a future ftate appears
to be the moft prevalent in the works of
this philofopher, and to form what may be
called his /yffem : But at the fame time it
muft be confefled, that he broaches fo many
notions of a different or contrary nature,
that we are frequently left at large in re-
gard to his real fentiments. A paflion for
brilliant and novel doctrines, and too great a
defire to acquire fame, even at the expence
of truth, feem to have been the caufe of
this evident inconfiftency in fo great and
wife a man *,

ARISTOTLE,

* The learned Monfieur Freret in {peaking of Plato
obferves :

T1dit fi fouvent, et & fi peu de diftance, le pour et le

. eontre lorfqu’il parle de Petat de I'ame aprés cette vie,

#T0e! i
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. fram thofc of others, but yet he alwa,yg

&:mred the talents, and did juftice to the
merlts of Plato. He even pronounced an™

oration in his praife, and eredted an altar

to his memory.

que ceux qui regardent les {entimens de ce philofophe

! ) avee refpect, ne peuvent s 'empecher d’etre choqués et
- feandalifés. Tantdt il eft de Popinion de la metempfy-

.;.:ofe, tantdt de celle des enfers, et tantot de toutes les
deux ilen compofe une troifieme.  Ailleurs il avoit im-
ngme une maniere de faire revivre les hommes, qui n ‘a

'nul rapptm avéc aucun autre de fes fyftémes. Dans

'1"comlamne les feelerats a refter dans le "Tar-
: apte l’etemlté, dans un autre il les en tire |
au bcnt de. rmile ans, pour les faire paﬂ'cr dans d’aum.s
€oTps. En un mot, tout eft tralté chez lui d’une maniere

problematsque, incertaine, peu decidee, et qui laifle 3

fes lecteurs un ]uﬁe fujet de dnubter, qulil ait été luie

'-,meme perfuacle de 1a verité de ce qu'il avangoit.

KR . Ariftotle
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28 GENERAL REFLECTIONS.

Ariftotle opened his {chool at the Ly~
ceum; and, from his manner of ‘teaching,

d
l‘f’l

his difciples became known by the name

of Peripatetics, He has by fome been

:

e

charged with atheifm, but I am at a lofs
“upon what grounds, as a firm belief in the

exiftence of a Supreme Being is clearly
afferted by him, and not any where con-
tradicted *,

He taught, that the univerfe, and mo-
tion, are eternal, having for ever exifted,
_ and being without end; and that although
" aateety this world may have undergone, and be ftilt
fubje& to convulfions, yet motion, being

* Timée, Platon, et Ariftote, ont établi formellement
Punité d’un Dieu: et ce n'eft pas en paffant, c’eft dans
des ouvrages {uivis, et dans Pexpofition de leurs fyftémes
fondes {ur ce dogme. Ariftote n’a pas hefité a recon-
nbitre Dieu comme premiere caufe du mouvement, et
Platon comme P'unique ordonnateur de Punivers.

Veyage du jeune Anacharfis en Grege.

regular ul
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GENERAL REFLECTIONS. 29

regular in its operation, brings back the
clements into their proper relative fitua-
tions, and preferves the whole : that even
thefe convulfions have their fource in na-
ture; that the idea of a Chaos, or the ex-
iftence of the elements without form or
order, is contrary tosher laws, which we
every where fee eftablithed, and which,
conftantly guiding the principle of motion,
muft from eternity have produced, and to
eternity preferve, the prefent harmony of
the univerfe: that in every thing we are
able to difcover a train of motive prin-
ciples, an uninterrupted chain of caufes
and effeGts; and that as nothing can hap-
pen without a caufe, the word chance is an
unmeaning expreffion, employed in {peak-
ing of effects, of whofe caufes we are ig-
norant *; that in following this chain we
are led up to the primitive caufe, the Su-
preme Being, the univerfal Soul, who, as

* See Hindoo Philofophy, SkeTca X,

Y |
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the will moves the body, moves the whole
{yfrem of the univerfe: That God, there-
fore, is the aunthor of nature’s laws.— He
\fuppofed.t;he' fouls of mankind to be por-

tions or emanations of the divine {pirit,
which at death quit the body, and, like a

“drop of water falling into the ocean, are

‘abforbed in the divinity. Though he thus
admitted the immortality of human fouls,

 yet, as he did not fu??ofe them to exift in-
dividually, he confequently denied a future
flate .of rewards and punifhments. % Of

« all things,” fays he, ¢ the moft terrible

% is death, after which we have neither to
% hope for goed, nor to dread evil.”

His maxims of morality were of the

- pureftkind, He taught, that the great end

of philofophy is to engage men to do that
by choice, which the legiflature would ob-
tain from them by fear: That we fhould
honour our parents, love our children, and
do good to all men: That focieties, or

§ ftates,

Yl
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“ftates, are an aggregation of individual fa-

milies, bound together by compa&@s and
laws for their mutual interefts; and that it
is the duty of every; member of {fociety,
not only to be obedient to thofe laws, but
to neglect no opportunity of contributihg
to the general welfare of the fociety or ftate
to which he belongs.

 After the death of Ariftotle, the Peripa-
tetics feem to have been divided in their
opinions concerning the foul, fome con-
tinuing to aflert that it was a part of the
divine and eternal Spirit ; others contend-
ing, that, being united with the body, their
exiftence mutually depended upon one
another, and that both were mortal.

ZeNo of Cyprus, the founder of the
Stoic fect, had firft ftudied under Crates the
Cynic, from whom he perhaps imbibed
thofe notions of aufterity which afterwards
charaderifed his do@rines.

He
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Hé beélieved in the unity of the Sﬁpreme‘
Being, and that the names of the other
deities of his countrymen were only fym-

“bols of his different attributes.

He taught, that throughout nature there

are two eternal qualities ; the one adtive,

the other paffive : That the former is a pure

and fubtle 2ther, the divine {pirit; and that
the latter is in itfelf entirely inert, until
united with the aive principle:  That the
divine fpirit, aing upon matter, pro-

" duced fire, air, water, and earth; or fepa-

rated the elements from each other: That
1t cannot however be faid, that God cre~
ated the world by a voluntary determina=

tion, but by the effe@ of eftablithed princi= -

' ples, which have ever exifted and will for

ever continue Yet_ as the divine fpirit is
the efiicient principle, the world could

- neither have been formed nor preferved

without him, all nature being moved and
conducted by him, while nothing can move
R ) ¢
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or affe@ God: That matter may be di-
vided, meafured, calculated, and formed
into innumerable fhapes; but the divine
{pirit is indivifible, infinite, unchangeable,
and omniprefent.

He believed that the univerfe, compre=
hending matter and fpace, is without
bounds ; but that the world is confined to
certain limits, and fufpended in infinite
fpace : That the feeds of all things exifted
in the primitive elements, and that by
means of the efficient principle they were
brought forward and animated: That man-~
kind come into the world without any
innate ideas, the mind being like a {fmooth
furface, upon which the objets of nature
are gradually engraven by means of the

{enfes : That the foul of man being a por-

tion of the Univerfal Soul, returns, after
death, to its firft fource, where it will re-
main until the deftru&tion of the world,
a period at which the elements, being once

Vor. L. D more
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more confounded, will again be reftored to

their prefent flate of order and harmony:

Zeno taught, that virtue alone is the
fource of happinefs, and that vice, not-
withftanding the temporary pleafures that

‘it may afford, is the cértain caufe of pain,
anxiety, and wretchednefs: That as men

have it in their power to be virtuous, hap-

. pinefs may be acquired by all; and that

thofe who: by vice’ and intemperance be-

~come miferable, have no right to complain

of their fufferings: That a virtuous man
adores the Supreme Being, reftraing his
paflions, and enjoys the goods of this world,
as-if nothing belonged particularly to him-
felf ; he confiders all mankind with the
fame degree of affection, and having no
firong partialities to individuals, he coms

forts indifcriminately thofe who are affliGted,.
receives fuch as want an afylum, and feeds'

thofe who hunger; all this he does un-
difturbed by ftrong emotion; he beholds
the

1t
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the divine will in all things, and, amidf
the tumults of this world, preferves a mind
ferene and unruffled ! neither reproach nor
praife affe&t him, nor doth he indulge re-
fentment on account of injuries; in re=
tirement, and in the obfcurity of the night,
he examines the a&tions of the day, avows
his faults, and endeavouis to amend them;
and when he finds the hour of diffolution
approaching, he is not afraid of death, but
gither awaits, or voluntarily embraces it:

Thefe feem to have been the principal
outlines of the do&rines of Zeno ; although
many of the Stoics carried the idea of the
neceflity of mortification and abftinence ta
a much greater length, than appears to have
been the intention of their founder,

Epicurus, whofe notions were fo oppofite
to thofe of the Stoic philofophers, attempted

to account for the warious operations. in -

nature, without having recourfe to a Su-
: D2 preme
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preme Being., ¢ There is no occafion,”

fays he, * to afcribe to the gods what may
 be explained by philofophy.” But in
this bold aflertion he betrays only pre-
fumption and vanity; as in the place of
a rational fyftem, allowing the agency of
the divine will, he has fubftituted an hy=-
pothefis too fanciful and imaginary to fup~
port any clear and decided opiniot,

He 'ob'{_'er?es that, before we can form a
fit-idea of a {ubftance that is diftinguifhed
by aoy particular fhape, -or that poflefles
any particular qualities, we muft firft have
an idea of its primitive conftituent parts.
He therefore fuppofes, as the bafis upon
which his whole fyftem refts, That every
thing is compofed of ‘atoms, differing in
{hape, but each indivifible, and poffefling
a natural tendency to unite, the exertion of
which is the primary caufe of motion in
the whole fyftem of nature, and of the firft

formation of all bodxcs. He fays, that
: matter

45
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ffmatter ‘enables us to conceive an . idea ~of- _'
' certain portions of {pace, as different evénts
do, of time; but it is impoflible to imagine
{pace to be bounded by any limits, or time
_to have had a beginning: 'That the b=

verfe muft from cternity have been ‘the
fame in its nature, its extent and quantity :

‘That ' the world—our fyftem—has its li=

“mits, and is fufpended in infinite {pace, in
‘which myriads of other worlds may like-
wife exift : That when we confine our
ideas to the world we inhabit, we may form
“diftiné notions of its duration, and iuppu;

it to have a beginning and an end ; but if
‘we extend them to the univerfe, and to
gternity, we find no refting-place, and they
muft neceffarily be loft and confounded in
the contemplatxon. That nothing can be
properly’ faid to be annihilated, for thaugh
things may be diffolved from their parti-
‘cular forms, and. their component parts
{cparated, their atoms remain what they

R b were
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‘were from eternity, their quantity being

liable neither to increafe nor diminution.

~He f{uppofes the foul of man to be like-
wife compofed of atoms indefcribably {mall,
igneous, and volatile: That the principal
feat of it is in the heart, and that in it ori-
-ginate pleafure, pain, fear, and anger : That
it is moved to a&ion by the objets con-
veyed to it by the fenfes, its chief affec-
tions being pain and p‘leﬁfure, whence
arife averfion and defire: That the {oul be-
ing engendered with the body, grows up and
“declines with it ; that their mutual facul-
ties depend upon their union j and upon
‘their feparation, allion being at an end,
thought and memory ceafe,

A total difbelief in a ftate of future re.
wards and punithments, was the natural
‘confequence of thefe’ dogmas.  Epicurus

thought the notions entertained in this re-
{pe&
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'--fpa& by Ius countrymnn, of Tartarus, of
Elyfian fields, and of a future judge of
‘human adions, very unwmrthy of philo- dk
fophy, and unueceflary to our happinefs:

He taught, that the fludy of nature, andof
‘her laws, will produce tranquillity and

peace, ‘undilturbed by vain and imaginary
‘terrors: That we muft not however expe@
to be perfectly happy; we are men, and

wot godsy and fhould be contented with

that degree of happinefs. our imperfe&
being will admit of: that nature doth not
require to be correfted, but to be guided :
that happinefs and pleafiire are fynony-

‘mous; and that the pradice of virtue af~

fords the higheft and moft permanent
happinefs, which alone poffeffes this pe-
culiar property, that it may be conftantly
enjoyed : that the good of fociety, and
the love of mankind in general, ought to
- direct all our actions: that he who pra&ifes
any one virtue to excels, negle&ing his
;-other dunes, cannot be properly called
. L) 4 virtie
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virtuous ;—our ations muft be in har=
mony; the mufician does not content him-~
felf with tuning one particular ftring, all
the tones muft be in concord: that we may
freely indulge thofe pleafures, that are not
likely to produce any ill; and that a tem=
porary ill muft be fuffered, in order to
enfure a greater and more lafting pleafure ;
but that it is the excels of weaknefs to yield
to the temptation of any gratification, which
may leave a greater or more permanent
evil behind : That, to preferve to ourfelves
the power of enjoying fenfual pleafures, we
ought to be temperate in the ufe of them:
That among civilized nations, men, acu-
ated by the public good, ought to be de-
cent in their conduct; and fcrupuloufly
obferve fuch rules and cuftoms as are efta-
blithed to preferve order and harmony in
the community to which they belong.

The doftrines of Epicurus were {o pos
pular, that the Athenians ereted a ftatue ta
his

G



 his memory ; they made a very rapid pros
. grefs, and were foon carried into Italys |

o They were greatly admired by the Romans,

'5"'”*%5‘%%\;::»-:-{ RIRN o

and fuited perhaps the feelings of a refined
and luxurious people better than thofe of
Zeno. Lucretius, Celfus, Pliny the elder,
Lucan, and many other diftinguifhed

Roman names, may be reckoned in the lifk

- of Epicureans; and the friend of Cicero,

Pompomuq Atticus, was a dilciple of the
Epicurean Zeno of Sidon,

Such are the chief features of thoie

-dn_&_rines ‘in philofophy which from the

bofom of Athens fpread themfelves over

" Greece and Italy, and at laft found their
- way into the remoteft parts of the Roman

empire. Though feveral Greeks had writ-
ten in favour of atheifm, yet it feems to

have made but little progrefsy even moft.
_of the Epicureans fo far modified the origi-

nal tenets of the fect as to acknowledge the

-ex:ﬁencc of aSuprcme Being; and upon

the
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the whole we may venture to conclude,
that, towards the time of the appearance of
Chrift, men of learning, in general, were
deifts, and that only the people, and the

ignorant, retained any refpeét for the an-
cient theology. ‘

But however unanimous they may have
been in their belief of the exiftence and
unity of one Supreme Being, they were
‘exceedingly divided in their fentiments con-
cerning the nature and immortality of the
foul *. Many of the moft eminent philo-

fophers treated the idea of a future ftate as
N a fable,

* Plato dixit animam cffentiam fe moventem ; Xe-
nocrates numerum fe moventem ; Ariftoteles, intellec-
tum feu motum perpetuum ; Pythagoras et Philolaus,
harmoniam; Poflidonius, ideam; Afclepiades, quinque
fenfuum exercitium {ibi confonum ; . Hippocrates,
{piritur tenuem per omne corpus diffufum ; Heraclitus
Ponticus, lucem; Heraclitus Phyficus, {cintillam ftel-
laris effentic; Zenon, concretum corpori fpiritumj
Pemocritus, {piritum infertum atomis; Critolaus Peri-
pateticus, conftare eam de quinta effentid; Hipparchus,

I . ignem;
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a fable, and tlmfe who. pmfeffed to baﬁm

in ity difagreed fo wxdely among them&-

{elves, that no clear and decided apmmh i

‘ean be colleCted from their works,  We
find it a common mamm, that thofe cauld -

:not fuffer, who dld not exift; and, mkmg

~ conlolation from an idea, from which nature -
'recmls, they compared death to a profound
‘ﬂeep, undifturbed by du.}.una, when we are |

unconfcious of exiltence. Innumer'kble 1N~
ftances might be quoted, of the prevalence

of thefe doubts among the philofophers

that ﬂoun{hed fhort]y bcfme, and foon

‘after, the appearance of the chriftian doc~
"trmes.—-—A few, however, may fuﬂ:lce._

When Cxfar pleaded for fome tof thole

;that were engaged in the confplracy of

-

1gnem Anaximenes,  a€ra;. Iimpcdocles et Critius,

fanguinem ;' Parmemdes, ex terra et igne;  Xeno-
b £
'ph.mes, ex ‘terrd et aghd s Lplc;urus, fpec;em ex 1gr1f:

& aere & fpirity mixtam. |
Macrogius in Sam. Scip. Jib, 3+ cap. 14
Catiline,

<S
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Catiline, he faid,  that death was not, in
“ fa&, any punithment, as it put an end to
¢ thought and pain.”

Even Cicero, after having fhewn the
errors and uncertainty of thofe whe had
treated of a future ftate, fays, in an epifile
to Torquatus, that * death puts an end to
¢ thought and fentiment;” in one to Te-
rentius, *‘ that death is the end of every
¢ thing:” inanother place, that *““a firm and
¢ elevated mind is free from care and un-
“ eafinefs, and defpifes death, which only
“ places us i\n the ftate in which we lay be-
“ fore we were born:” and publicly before
the judges and people he afferted, that, “by
¢ death, we lofe all fenfe of pain*.”

Epictetus

* Nam nunc quidem, quid tandem illi mali mors
attulit ? Nifi forte ineptiis et fabulis ducimur, ut ex-
iftimemus illum apud inferos impiorum fupplicia per-
ferre, ac plures illic offendiffe inimicos, quim hic
reliquiffe: a focrus, ab uxorum, a fratris, a liberum
peenis, aGum effe precipitem in focleratorum fedem

atque

5
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Epi&etus was of opinion, that after death
we fhall return to the fource from whence
we came, and be united with our primitive

elements. »

Strabo, in {peaking of the Brachmanes,
fays, ¢ Texere ctiam fabulas quafdam,
“ quemadmodum Plato, de immortalitate
“ anime, et de judiciis qua apud inferos

“ flunt, et alia hujufmodi non pauca.”
’ ] P e

STRABO, /ib. xv.

Seneca writes in a letter to Marcia:
“ Cogita nullis defunctos malis affici illam
“ que nobis inferos faciunt terribiles,
 fabulam efle, nullas imminere mortuis

“ tenebras nec carcerem, nec flumina fla-

atque regionem, que fi falfa funt, id quod omnes intel-
Jigunt, quid ei tandem aliud mors eripuit, preter fen-
fum doloris. | Cicero pro Cluent.
Yet Cicero fays, in another place, ¢ Naturam ipfam de-
immortalitate animorum agere, quod fi omnium confenfus
nature vox effy &%¢.” Cic. Tufe. qu. 1.
¢ grantia

3
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* grantia igne, nec oblivionis amnem, nec

“ tribunalia et reos. Luferunt ifta poetce,
“ ot vanis nos -agitavére terroribus.  Mors

¢ omnium dolorum et folutio eft et finis,
“ultra quam mala noftra non exeunt, qua
 nos in ﬂlam tranq&;ﬂhtatcm, in qua ante-

quam nafceremur jacuimus reponit. St

i mertuorum ahqum miferetur cur et non
% natorum mifercatur.” SENECA de ("oa%»! |

tzd Mamam, cap. 19.

i, .‘}

1 ek

The {'ame ph1lofopher in one of his tra-
geﬁles, pubhc]y exhibited before the people,
avows the fame opmlon ;

* Verum eft? an timidos fabula decipit?
Umbras corporibug vivere conditis ?
- An toti morimur, nullaque pars manet noftri?
. 8, Polt mortem nihil eft, ipfaque mors nihil ;
Velocis ipatii meta noviffima.
- Spem ponant avidi, foliciti metum
Quzris quo jaceas poft obitum loco ?
QU0 NOU Nty JACENAL, mamrmane |
Mors individua eft, noxia corpori

Nec parcens animee. ' Troad. A8 1. Choriis.

The
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The fentiments of Pliny are very plainly
exprefled in the following paflage : ¢ Om-
“ nibus a fuprema die eadem, quz ante
¢ primum, nec magis a morte {enfus ullus,
“ aut corporis, aut anime, quam ante
“ natalem. Eadem' enim wvanitas in fu-
¢ turum etiam f{e propagat, et in mortis
¢ quoque tempora ipfa {ibi vitam mentitur,
“ alias immortalitatem anime, alias tran{-
“ figurationem, alias fenfum inferis dando,
“ & manes colendo :—ceu vera ullo modo
“ fpirandi ratio homini a ceteris animalibus

< diftet.” PLIN. Hift. lib. 7. cap. 56.

Many other inftances might be adduced,
to prove that the belief of the mortality of
the foul was very prevalent; and that the
notions of thofe who profefled a contrary
opinion were often contraditory and con-~
fufed, and always without rational proof.
Yet every one who refle®ed, muft have

been confcious of an intelligent principle -

within him, anxious to explore this im-
portant

i e a1 S e g
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| g portant but impenetrable fecret, and _ili
. {ome meafure intuitively convinced ofa _

' fuperiority to its prefent ftate, and of an ffz_c-»
‘iftence in another. But though the con-
{cioufnefs of fuch a principle, and the va-
(riety of reafons it could difcover to prove
its immortality, might lead him to,beliet}\%
it; other arguments muft have offered doubt
~—he faw the mortal frame conftantly ex-
pofed to danger, natural diffolution gra=
dually approaching, and even the faculties

~ of the mind partaking of the decay of the
'bod_y-.--he faw the friend that he cherifh-
ed, or the objeét that he loved, confumed
to afhes, or expofed to more humiliating

iy T S T -~ W R e

e e B

corruption.—Did - they exift who were
gone #~~Was he yet to. fee them ?——Was
he to exift himfelf ?=—Or was the fcene to
be cternally clofed, and all our affections,
and thofe mental powers on which we
wainly pride ourfelves, to be diflolved in
nothing ? A variety of anxious thoug-lﬂs
muf} have prefled upon the mind ; and, in
‘ ' the

5’0



GENERAL REFLECTIONS. 4y

the impatience of agonizing doubt, it was
perhaps difpofed to arraign the juftice of the
Supreme Being, for having given faculties
to inquire into that awful queftion, yet ins
fufficient to refolve it.

In the mid& of this folicitude, Chrif=
tianity was announced, deciaring the veil
which covered that myftery to be re-
movéd, and, out of compaflion to the
human race, the certainty of a future flate
to be revealed by God himfelf. The
pleafing profpect was held out to all clafles
of men indifferently ; no diftin@ion was
made between the emperor and the flave ;
happinefs and mifery depended on the firm=
nefs of belief in the dorines, and the
praétice of theinjun&tions, of Chrift, the mo-
rality of which, though confonant to, per~
haps furpafled in purity, the precepts of
‘thofe wife and virtuous philofophers who
had already infiruc¢ted mankind.

~ Not lefs flattering than the profpet of the
immortality of the foul, was that of the re-
E furre&tion

5
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{urreﬁhon of the body; and this dc&uné
may likewife have confiderably aflifted the
i*aptd advancement of Chrxi’cmmty* ke
“was better adapted to the capacities of the
illiterate, than the abftrufe notions of the
heathen. philofophers, and was acceptable

to the feelmgs of all. Such is our dread

of d:ﬁb]utlon, that even thofe who were not
decidedly convinced of the certainty, were
'.'ﬁattered thh the idea, of a future ftate,

where they were again to appeat in the form.
they then enjoyed, and fee and convetle

with thofe they loved, in the fhape thﬁ,y had
already known thern

The gwateﬂ d1ﬂiculty in the way of con-
verfion, fcems to have been the myﬁery by

¥ Though the belief of the refurrection of the:

body was profefled by all the Jews, except the Saddu-
cees, it does not feem to. have been entertained by

:mjr of the Greeks and Romans.—Many of the Jews,:

after their return from. Chaldea, believed in the
Metemplychofis, .
which

¢
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which God had conveyed his will to man,’
which being above human comprehen~

fion, could not be explained, and was
therefore either to be rejeted or believed;
but, in rejeing this myftery, men muft
alfo have rejeQed the authority on which
their expectation of a future flate was
founded.

 The early Chriftians fupported their faith
with great purity of manners; which, with
the examples of the martyrs, muft have
greatly contributed to obtain belief; and
to fupply the place of argument. The
mind is naturally difpofed to compaflion=
ate thofe who fuffcr ; their words and actions
have more than ordinary weight. The
martyrs {ubmitted to all the torments which
| cruelty could invent, with patience and
refignation ; rejeCted every offer of re-
‘lief, when propofed to them on condition
of their denying their faith in Chrift: they
met death itfelf with indifference, and in

AN their
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thEH‘ laft momients fhewed the fulleft per-
fuaﬁon, that they were only going to quit a

mortal and inconvenient frame, to anoy ;

| more perfec happinels.

| "'Thatt' the a’boveznﬂntioncd caufes forward-
ed the fuccefs of Chriftianity, may be ob-
ferved from the little progrefs it has made
in Hindoftan, The Hindoos refpect their
own religion, believe in a future {tate, and

-_-perfecutmn is cnurely contrary to their
doirines. Notwithftanding the labours of
| ;ixi'ﬂ?bnzines, therefore, for upwards of two
centuries, and the eftablithments of different
Chriftian nations, who fuppott and proteét
them, out of at leaft thirty millions of Hin~
doos, that are in the pofleflions of the
Englifh and of the Princes' who are” de=
| pendant on them, there are not, perhaps,
above twelve thoufand Chriﬂiﬁns, and thofe
almoft entirely Chundalabs, or outcafts *.

¢« The

* ¢ Tout Indieny qui embrafle le Chriftianifme, eft
¢ abfolument banni de fa tribu, eft abandonné aux
¢ infultes

61
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The carly Chn{hans {oerh to have been

without any fetcled hierarchy, and without
any eftablifhed forms of religious Worf.hlp |
Difperfed in'the different cities of the Ro=
man empire, they formed themfelves into

{ocieties, which were only connected with
each other by profef(i ng the fame belief, and
being expofed to equal danger. When the
members of thefe focieties occafionally met
together, any one fpoke who felt himfelf
fo difpofed ; and the\Grft-appearance of dif-
tinétion or precedence we can find, was the
chufing of prefbyters or elders, to whom
was entrufied the care of 'aﬁ‘embling the
members at fit times; of watching over

their manners; and of aflifting their dif-

trefled brethren from the voluntary con-
tributions of the fociety. As the number

“ infultes de toute fa nation: Aufli ne trouvent-on
. “point que la religion Chretienne ait fait de grands

% progres en ce pais la, quoiqu'-en difent les miffion-
*¢ naires Romaing.”
Lo Craze, tome i, liv. 6. p. 296. £d. de la Haye, 1758.

X'y of
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of profelytes incréafed_, further and more
permanent regulations were thought necef-
fary ; and the next ftep to higher prefer-
ment that is recorded, was the election of
certain perfons among the prefbyters, to
prefide at the aflemblies, to collect the re-
 fult of their deliberations, and who, in the
interim of their meetings, had the power
of receiving and applying alms, and of cor-
| refponding with the focieties eftablithed in
other places. The name given to thefe was
Epifcopi, a term we find equally applied to
perfons in different trufts, and which literally
fignified an infpector or fuperintendant *,
In the procefs of time, the funé&ions
of religious werfhip were entirely commit-
ted to thofe infpecors and to their inferior

* The title of Pope (Papa) was originally given
indifcriminately to all bithops and patriarchs, and it was
only towards the end of the 11th century that Gregory
the VIIth obtained, at a council held at Rome, that
this appellation fhould be confined to that fee. In the
Greek church the ancient mode continues to this day.

affiftants ;

(4
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affiftants; and hence arofe the d.iﬂih&iﬁﬁ of
the clergy, from the Jaity, or great. bulk: of i
the Chriftians. -~ With the augmentation aﬁ'ff

&LNIRAL REFLECTIONS. 3

the number and ' quality of the Chriftians;

the fituation of the clergy became naturally
more important; freth ceremonies were

gradually introduced, to render the worfhip
more fplendid. From the fuppofed examples
in the early ages of Chriftianity, and by
forced interpretations of the facred writings,
a variety of pious duties was invented,
of little real ufe perhaps to mankind,
but calculated to obtain and preflerve
that dominion of the priefthood, by which
it fo long keptevery other order of men in
a flate of the moft abje& {ubjetion.—It

was the flavery of the mind.—Philofophy

and the arts, which had already been con-
fidexably affeted by the influence of the
new religion, were loft under the inunda-
tions of barbarians that overwhelmed the

Roman empire. The fmall degree of un~

couth learning which yet remained, being
E 4 entirely

e
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entirely in pofleflion of the priefts, con~
' fiderably contributed to confirm their
influence over the rude and uninftruted
laity, and to maintain and extend fuper-
ftition, which, from the earlieft times, they
feem to ' have foftered with unwearied
pains. 'Their afcendency being eftablifhed
without oppofition or control, they not
only commanded in fpiritual matters, but
direGted in worldly affairs with imperious
interference. Intoxicated with the {ubmif-
fion that was every where fhewn to them,
they often committed fuch wanton and
extravagant alts of authority, that we
are frequently loft in amazement, between
the infolence of thofe who commanded,
and the folly of thofe who obeyed.
But in the plenitude of their power,
and in the enjoyment of the immenfe
wealth ' they had by various means ac-
quired, they negleted to obferve that ex-
terior decorum with which their conduét
had been formerly clothed, and furnithed

' examples
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exsmples of véry Ilicentio-ﬁs:--and | d‘:iférd-eply

manners. Thefe did not efcape obfervation;
the people in fome countries, notwithftand-
ing their infatuation, began to murmur;
while the higher ranks of men' were already

difpofed torefiftance. Theinvention of print-
in g,--_ab011t the middle of the fifteenth century,
brought forth feience from its dark retreats
 within the walls of monafteries, from whence
it had fhed but a faint and partial light
upon the univerfal barbari{m of the age,
Superftition declined, in proportion to the
- progrefs made by letters; phznomena, that
had been employed to awe the ignorant,
were found to proceed from natural caufes;
and the minds of every clafs of men imbibed
fome part of that knowledge, which now
began to diffufe itfelf all over Europe.

- Controverfy feems to have been the con-
ftant companion of religion ;—it was almoft
coéval with our faith. But early in the
fixteenth century it broke out with uncom-
mon violence ; and the difputes of church~
| - men

Ve
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men were carried on with fo much acri~
mony and imprudence, that by means of
the  prefs, the whole arcana of the policy
and abufes of the priefthood were laid
open to the inquiry and judgment of
the laity. :

In order to crufh the new opinions,

which, in confequence of thefe difputes, be-
gan to appear and to fpread themfelves in

many parts of Europe, the Roman pontiff

had ' recourfe to violent and injudicious
meafures. Anathemas and excommunica-
tions were pronounced againft all who en-
couraged or profefled them; and the princes
~ of Chriftendom were called upon to exert
their power and authority to eradicate and
deftroy them. But, asis generally the cafe
when perfecution is employed to oppofe
reafon, it decided thofe who were waver-
ing, and made men more pofitive in
their. refiftance. ~ The proteftant doérines
{pread with uncommon rapidity, and ope=
rated, wherever they gained ground, not
only

>
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| _anly to effect ecclefiatical, but hkewﬁe'

the moft 1mportant pohtu.al changes{ .
During the fruggle that preceded ‘them, .
'Eumpe, for a long f(pace of time, . exhl-,_‘
bited .the moft extraordinary and melan~
choly fcene that'is to be found in. the

‘hiftory of mankind: a fate of religious
frenzy univerfally prevailed. The fire of per=

fecution was lighted up from one extremify

of Chriftendom to the other ; and men faw
their fellow-creatures and citizens com-

mitted to the flames, not only without re=
 morfe, but with pleafure and exultation.
All the bonds of focial life were broken 3
and bigotry and fanaticifm  were bufily
employed to fmother the feelings of nature,
and the fentiments of loyalty, of gratitude,
and of friendthip. Sovereigns defcended
from the throne to be the bloody affaffins of
thexr people *, or drove them to abandon

their

* Fifty thoufand inhabitants -'-.of the Low Co;intrics_
are fuppofed to have been put to death on account of
SRR  their
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their own, and feek refuge in other,

countries. Confidence and fafety were no-
" where to be found ; for neither rank nor
merit, obligations conferred, nor con-
ne&tions of blood, afforded any fecurity.
The oftenfible caufe of thefe enormities was
religion, while the realand true objects of
religion were forgotten. Men, apparently
bdeprivcd of their reafon; in the wild courfe
of their miftaken zeal, never ftopped to

recolleé that they were ading in dif-

obedience to the laws of that God whom
they firetended to ferve, and in oppofition
to the doérines they affected to profefs,
which inculcate charity, benevolence, com-
paffion, and indulgence for the errors and
infirmities of others.

their religious principles, during the reign of Charles
V. only. The number feems almoft incredible,
but it is affirmed by feveral cotemporary hiftorians.
Yet Charles was milder and lefs bigotted than his fon
and fucceflor Philip. The maffacre in the night of
St. Bartholomew at Paris, and fimilar {cenes of horror
in different parts of Europe, fhew to what length a

blind zcal can carry an unenlightened people.

But
f_}g
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But the charm, that formerly rendered
the minds of men capable of receiving with
reverencc any dogma that was preferibed to
them, being broken, every one who was
fo inclined, commented upon and explain-~
ed the facred writings according to his own
particular notions: and from among the

Reformers arofe a variety of fe@s, as in-

tolerant towards each other, as the church of
Rome was towards thofe who had emanci-~

pated themfelves from its authority, The
laity, who hitherto had been kept in pro-
found ignorance, efpecially on religious
matters, eagerly read the books of con-
troverfy, and felt their vanity confiderably
flattered, in being at liberty to difcufs and

give their opinions on fubjets which but

lately it would have been criminal for them
to have inquired into. They became ac-
cuftomed to ftudy and inveftigation. The
liberty that was given to the prefs'in the
countries where the Proteftant religion pre-
vailed, and elpecially in thofe which en-
| joyed

.
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joyed a free government, enabled men of
genius to examine things with freedom,
and to exprefs themfelves without reftraint,
Philofophy and the fcierices, even in the
midft of civil and religious revolutions, were

making confiderabler progrefs ; and thefe,

with the improvements in navigation, which
led to the difcovery of other countries and
~other people, tended to expand the mind,
and make men more liberal in their notions.
The increafe of circulating wealth, produced
by the extenfion of commerce, and the gold
and filver that were poured into Europe
from America; the ealy communication
that wags ¢ftablithed between different
countries, and the facility' of exchanging
their relpective produtions, produced new
and varied wants and pleafures. The
ftudicus, the induftrious, and the diffipated

part of mankind, found each fufficient oc= -

cupation. The fweets of focial life became
more numerous and refined ;  public tran«
quillity was neceflary to the enjoyment of

5 them ;
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them'; and men grew averfe to fierce civil
broils, and indifferent about religious con=

tefts. Butas they unfortunately often pro-

ceed from one cxtréme to the other; as
formerly it was the fathion te feek fame by
wild and extravagant aé&s of devotion, fo
of late years fome ‘have imagined that
they evince a fuperiority of genius, by af-

feting to have no religion. But without

entering into the arguments cither of {cep-
tics or divines, it will always afford com~
fort to the humble believer, to refle, that
the moft profound metaphyficians, the beft
philofophers of this or any age, and thofe
who have made the greateft progrefs in the
fciences, were not only exemplary in their
moral charaGers, but that their writings
tend, while they enlighten the mind, to
increafe our veneration for the Supreme
Being. The farther they proceeded in
their difcoveri;s, the more they adored the
Creator of the univerfe, and perceived the

infuf~

>
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