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Cafes as have received different Decifions in the different Originals 
From whence the Abltfad is feledtech Indeed, the Bramins, indif- 
putablv pcrfuaded that their Origin is from the Mouth, or fuperior 
Member, of their Creator, and consequently that the Superiority 
o f their Tribe'!., interwoven with the very t i l ence of their Nature, 
efleehi that to be a full and la ti statutory Plea for every Advantage 
fettled upon them, above the reft of the People, by the Laws of 
their Country * nor are the other Calls dilcontcnted w ith the Lot 

.to which they have been accuftomed from their earlie.il Infancy ; 
it they blame any Thing, it is that original Turn of Chance which 
gave them rather to fpring from the Belly or the Fee. o f Bnhmffi 
than from his Arms or Head,

T he different Rate of Intcreft,' cftabliflied in this Chapter to be 
paid for the life of different Articles, is perhaps an Inflitute pecu
liar to Hindoftanf but .t reflects a ftrong Light upon the Simplicity 
of ancient Manners, before Money was univerfally current as the 
Medium of Barter for all Commodities, and i,s at the lame Time.a 
weighty Proof of the great Antiquity of thefe Laws, which feetrt 
calculated for the crude Conceptions of an ajtnoll illiterate" People 
upon their fit ft Civilization.

•Ci.IAP. II. T he Rights of Inheritance, in the lecond Chapter, 
are laid down with the utmofl Precilion, and with the ftricleil A t
tention to the natural Claim of the Inheritor, in the feveral Degrees 
oi Affinity. .A Man is herein cbnfidcrcd but as Tenant for Lue
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fn his own Property j and, as all Opportunity of diftnbutm g his 
Effects by Will,, after his Death, is precluded,. hardiy any Mention 
is made of fuch Kind of, Eequdl. B ; theft Ordinances alfo, he is 
hindered from difpoffcffing his Children of his Property in Favour 
of Aliens, and from making a blind and partial ^11 otir^ent in  Behalf 
o f a favourite .Child, tp .the.Prejudice- of the re f t» by which tne 
Weakness of . parental Aiiection, or o f a mifguided Mind in its 
Dotage, is admirably remedied, T heft Laws alfo flpongly elucidate 
the Story of -the Prodigal Son in the Scriptures s fince it .appears 
from ; hence to have been an unmerooriai Cuftom in the p a id ,. for 
Sons, to demand their Portion of Inheritance during their Fathers 
L ife-Tim e, and that the Parent, however aware of the diffipated In 
clinations of his Child, could not legally refufe to comply w ith the 

Application, ;

T hough Polygamy has been constantly prafriled and univerially 
aflowsd under all the Religions that have obtained in Aha, we meet 
with very'few Inftances of permitted Polyandry, or a Plurality of 
Hatbands, fuch' as, mentioned. in the fourteenth. Section of thijj 
C hapter: But a Gentleman, who has lately vJfited the Kingdoms 
of Boutin and T hibet, has obferved, that the fame Cuftotn is 'aimoft 
general to this . Day in thole Countries j where one W ife fre
quently ferves all the Males o f a whole Family, w ithout being the 
Cauie of any uncommon Jealouly or Dr.iunion .among them.

T he
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T he cliiiradcrlrtic Enthufiaiin of the Gentooi is ftrongly marked 
in feverai Parts o f this Chapter, where it appears, that the Property 
of a Bramin is confide red as too facred to fall into profane Hands, 
even thole of the M agistrate; which proves alio that the Magi Urates 
are not Bramins, At the fame Tim e, we Cannot help noticing 
many linking Tnftances of Moderation and Self-Denial in the Mem
bers of this Tribe, who, being at once tire Pfiefts and Legiflamrs of 
the Country, have yet refigned all the fee alar and executive Power 
into the Hands of another Caft, for it appears, that no Bramin ha 
been properly capable of tHe Magiftracyfince tM  T i m o f  the Suttee 
Jogue. They have alfo in one Place ordained, that, "  If  a W idow 
“  ihould give all her Property and Bftate to the fcrarmns for reIG 
<e gious Purpofcs, the Gift indeed is valid that is, it comes within 
the Letter of the Law : 5 But the Act is improper, and the WOman
“  blameable ” Such a Cenfurc, though not amounting to ah alifo- 
lute Prohibition, isTurelya fu Indent W arning to thofe Whofe weak 
Bigotry might thus lead them to Error, and ati Argument that tHefe 
Lawgivers were free from all the narrow 1 rinciplcs of lon-iiilefcitcd 
Avidity. The only Pri vilege of im portance,' w hich ' they feerh 16 
'haveappropriated to themfelves in any Part of tills Colripibuiort,, is 
an Exemption from all capital Punifhrfient: I  hey may be dc-*
graded, branded, imprifoned for Life, or lent into perpetual Exile- 
but it is every where expre(fly ordaineu, that a Bramin Khali not be 
put to Death upon any Account whatfoever.

P CHAP. Iff.
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CHAP, IH. T he Chapter of Juttice, in hs general Tendency, 
Terns to he one of the'belt in the whole C o#'. The ntccfiary Q ua
lifications for the Arbitrator, the Rules for the Examination 'of 
V lm cfit#  aiid tile Reqmfites for Propriety of Evidence, are dated 
with ?s ria-deh:Acbuhidy find'Depth o f Judgm ent as the Generality 
o f  thoic in ‘efftr own Courts. In  tins' CTapTr Mention is made of 
the Purfekdh, hr T tu d  by Grdefi, which is one of tbe'mofi ancient 
hiflitutes for th : diltihgUifli#^ Criterion of Gtfilt and Innocence 
that'hath been handed down to uS by iacrcdor profafife H i d o ry : Fire 
or Water were the lifual Reloufces upon thefe Occasions, and they 
wore conftkntly prepared and fa fifth' ed by the Solemnities of a reli
gious Ceremonial, The Modes of this Ordeal are various in India, 
according to the'Choice of the Parties or the Nature' <$t the Offence i 
but the Infallibility o f die Refill-' is to this Day as implicitly believed 
as it could have been in the darkeft Ages of Antiquity,

W e find a particular Injqh&ioii and Description of a certain 
W ater Ordeal among the firft Laws diduted to Mofet by God him* 
felf j it is contained in the fifth Chapter of Numbers, from the 
twelfth to the thirtieth Verfs, and is for the Satisfaction of jealous 
Hufhands, in the immediate 'Detection or Acquittal of their Wives.

C H A P.IV . V. and V I. I n the two fucreeling Chapters no unufual 
M atter occurs, but luck as good : enfe and a Freedom from Prejudice 
will eafily develope i But, in the fecond Section of the fix th Chapter, 
a ITitige appeal's, which, upon a Light Examination, might give-the 

3 •!* . 1 Reader
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Reader a very indifferent Opinion of the Gen too Syflem of Q. v « $ - 
ixient, Vi*. «*. A.. Law. to regulate the Shares of Robbers.’’ This 
Ordinance by no Means refpe&s the domeftic Diftgrbers of. the 

■ . Tranquillity of their own Countrymen, or Violator? of the 5cft Prim.- 
cipics of Society, but only fuch bold and tyrJy  Adventutqrs as piPy 
foith to levy Contributions in a foreign Province,. Unjuft as tlv t  
Behaviour may appear in the F,v a of Equity, it bears the i k ft genuine 
Stamp of Antiquity, and corresponds entirely with the Manners of 
the early Grecians, at or before the Period of the, Trojan War, and 
of the Weftcrn .Nations, before their Emetfion from Barbarifno; a 
Practice ftill kept up among, the p) ratio States of Barbary to its fulieft 
Extent by Sea, and probably ■ among many Herds o f Tartars ,a,nd 
Arabian, .^anditti by Land. However, the known Exigence and 
Originality of this favage Syftem will juftify the Gentoo M a g n a te  
of thofe ancient Periods in shifting the Freebooters with his Advice, 
and participating in their Plunder, when, at that Tim e, fuch Expe
ditions wereefteemed both legal and honourable.

I t  is not neceffary, in an Eft ay like this, to attempt an 'invelHga- 
tier, of every local Anomaly, or national Peculiarity, that may urife in 
the Courfe of this W ork j but merely to fpeak of fuch as'feem to 
cohtradifl the general Opinions of Mankind, and to round off thofe 
harfher Features of the Picture which appear unnatural or diftorted, 
as well as uncommon.

CHAP. VII. and V ilf. Omitting therefore the Modes of Gift in 
the feventb. Chapter, and the particular Ordinances refpedting Slaves

in
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in the eighth'/ let its protect! lb  tha ft'cbncl Sfe&idn of th e  feinth 
i .hapter, P O f the Wages oF D andlig Wbmein;or ProlH tutes/'

WffiAP- IX. -Fitm ? the  molt diftanr AgiS the Afiatic'W orld lias 
obierved the Cuftom of employing: Women trained tip, and hired 
for the Purpoie to fing and dance at the public FeftiVals and reli
gious Ceremonies. W e find that, <* When David was returned 
■** from die Slaughter o f the Philifines, the Women came.'out of 
(t all the Cities of Ifrael finging ami dancing to meet King Saul., 

with Tabrets, with joy , and withTnftrhments of MtVfic.’’

I t  is Mil an universal Practice among the Gen tods, to entertain 
a Number of fuch W omen for the Celebration, of their folemn 
Fejlfvak.; and in many Parts of the .Deccan, a Band o f them  is 
k e p t in every Village at the 'public Charge, and they are frequently 
dhpatched to meet any Perfon paffing in a public Character, ex- 
adly  conformable to the Reception of Saul by the Women o f Ifrael.
■Probably their being expofed to general View and to a free Conver
sation with Men ((o'contrary to the Referve and Privacy of the 
rcit of their Sex in Afia) fir ft betrayed them in to 'F rom tu tlo ii; And 
in former Ages, a IVoftitute fee ms to have been by no Means fo 
defpicable a Ciiara&er as at prefent, fince one of the idrft Aifts of 
King Solomon*! Government that was thought worthy to be record
ed was a Decdfion from the Throne, upon the Suit of two Harlots.
Many States, even among the Moderns-, have found tin Nscefiity 
as well as Utility of tolerated Ihoftitutioo , they have difeoyered

k
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it to .be. one of t ie  molt effcdual Methods for p m 'em n g  the iea.ce 
o f Families and the Health ..of Individuals j and Publiek Stews have 
accordingly been licenied under every Regulation that could be de- 
vifed to obviate their probable ill Effe&s, and to iecure all. their 
Ad vantages j (o> in Ada, the Profeffiort of Singing and Dancing 
by diftinct Sets pr Companies naturally formed thefe W o p ep  into 
a Kind of Community. And as the Policy of a good Government 
will always look with an Eye of Regard upon every Branch of So
ciety,, it was but juft and proper to enad  Laws for the Security and 
Protection of this Publiek Body, as well as of the reft o f the State, 
particularly as the Sex. and Employment of thofe who compofed 
it rendered them more than ufually liable to Infult and ill 
k lage.

I t can be no Obje&ion to the Rules laid down in this Place, 
that the Language in which they are delivered is plain even to 
G ro ifnds; it is well known that the Ancients, even in their mod 
refined Ages, admitted a Freedom of Speech utterly incompatible 
w ith the Delicacy of modern Converfation, and that we are on that 
Account frequently much etn.barraffed in tranilating even the mod 
claffical Authors of Greece and Rome.— Indecency too feem to be 
a W ord unknown to the Law, which ever infills upon a limple De
finition of Fadft. The Englilh Courts, upon Trials for Rape or 
Adultery, are .full as little  modeft and equivocal in their Language 
as any Fart o f this or fome of the fuccceding Chapters; neither 
R ink nor Sex, nor Innocence, can proted a Woman who is unfor-c tunate

>
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tixnate enough to be called in as a W itneis, even. pp©iwt!§PWW tri
vial .Points, of fuch a Can fe, from beii^g ojsligeci. tp. hear, and -even to; 
utter; the moft indecent and (hocking pxprqffion.s, which are necef- 
fanly urged upon. her, Jfo far.as to authenticate every. Cirgum/Uxice 
in Queftion, without the kaft Diigiuib o f .Circumlocution. or Ile- 
ferve in. favour of Modefty : Yet Trials of th is .Nature -an; pub-e
liflied at length among us, and read, with BaggrnTf, as much perhaps . 
to the Scandal of the Law as to the Corruption oi our im ginauo/is,. 
and the Dcbypement ofoUr Manners.

Bu t  a W ork upon fo dlffufive a Plan "as that of this Code is c ii- 
culatecl for the Perufal of the Judge and of the IBiiipfopher, and,is- 
far above the Cavil of narrow Underdandings and lelfiib Prejudices.,
Thiele indeed will fometimes feel, or pretend to feel, a greater Shock 
at the Mention o f certain Crimes, than it is to he fufpeded they 
would undergo in  the Commidion of th e m ;, put fpr ip e  Warning' 
of the $u% & , and for the Guidance of the Magistrate, no Delinea
tion of Offences can be too minute, and no Biicr.iminati.oii too 
particular,. < . ,, ,. . , ,,

C IIA P . XVT. F rom, hence, in Conformity to the Intention o f  
this Treatife, we fhall at once, proceed to. the fifteenth. Chapter o f 
Alfaultj.pnd of Preparation to Afiault,; which feems entirely found- , 
ed upon the peculiar Teadernefs of a Gen jtpo-’s Confcience, with ref. 
pe& to the Purity o f his Caff. Here we fee almolt every- Unclean-, 
nefs that can be praCifed accurately (pecihed.,. and ilrongly prohibit

ed^
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edp aa<i-TteTChalty is cc?nitaad/ enhanced in tfdpbt'fioh  to "(Be •
Kaaii of Circtdmflurice* 'b f  the Parties. The fame Notions of 
Deffwifrse'it from Contact with, any unclean Article appear to have 
bam diligent); inculcated into the Jew’s by their'infpired L(gi-> 
ilator; arid the nineteenth L ha pier of Numbers bears on, evident 
Relation' t o ' thc'SpirR add, Meaning' of the Chapter here," though it 
differs ih the Statement of the leveral Objects from whence the 
Defilement is fuppofed to proceed. The Regulations before us were 
entirely ncceffary for a People, whole very Degree and Place in So
ciety were conditionally dependant upon afcrupulons Avoidance,, o f 
all Uneleamiefs. Hence even the Preparation or Attem pt to A film] f 
was forbidden, as well as the .Aft itfeltj and the tautological Enum e
ration- o f every poflible .Mode of this Afiauff* by the mo ft minute. 
Gradations, needs no other Plea to reconcile it to our Ideas.

,.GHA’P . XVII. T he Chapter upon. TheTt contains .a complete 
Anfvver to every Objection that might bb brought againft a former 
Expreflidn in the Code, ** O f the Magistrates (haring in the Plur,~
*“ der of Robbers," as. almoll every poflible Species o f Fraud or 
Robbery is in this Place impartially condemned. Among other 
Punishments, thbfe of *f Catting off the H u i|,‘ Shaving with the.
Urine o f ah Afs, &c.” are leveral Times mentioned. Thcfe are 
like the Stocks and Pillory among our.fdves, intended to operate 
upon the Feelings of the Mind, rather than tliofe' of the Body, and, 
by awakening the Sen fe o f Shame aiidDifgrace, to obviate the NeceN *
City of Corporal ChaltifemeM, They ate conflantly ' cohfideretV

among,
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among the Hindoos as the moft complete Degradation they can turn 
de|go, .next ..to, the . abfolute Lofs of Call... A nd fam e -imagine,

r “ ■'  ̂' , f
though without Foundation, that they are by this Punifhment 
really excelled from their Tribe.; that however is not the path, 
they are meant merely as temporary .Humiliations, and as a Kind o f 
Warning,, that upon the next Qffcv.ce the Sword of Juft ice will be
aimed at the Head itfelf, . _

T he Fines or .Penalties enjoined for concealed T heft, in the 
tail'd Section of this Chapter, comprehend mod of the Modes, o f 
Capital Punifhment preferibed by ancient or modern Tribunals.
I  hinging and Cruciiixion feem to have been the' ufual Kinds of 
Death inflicted by the. jew s; but their Laws, were alfo no Strangep 
to the Practice of Burning, as we find by the twenty-firft Chapter 
.of Leviticus; “  The Daughter o f any Fried, if  the profane herfelf 
“  by playing the W hore, the pfofancth her Father, the (hall '.be 
“  burned w ith F ire .”

T he Crime of Men-dealing, mentioned in this Part o f the Code, 
however repugnant to every Principle of Humanity, is not by any 
Means peculiar to the Gentoos, for it is likewife forbidden, under 
Pain ' of Death, in Deuteronomy, Chapter twenty-fourth ; “  i f  a 
“  Man be found Healing any of his Brethren of trie Children of 
*4 Ifruel, and maJketh M erchandi^  of him, then that T hief Jhall .
“  die, and thou (halt p u t away Evil from among you.”

T his
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T his Part o f 'h e  Compilation exhibits a. Variety o f Crimes rra-' 

nifhable by variousMod.es of capitalRetribulib i, contrary to the gene- 
ral Opinion adopted in. Europe, that the Gen too Admimfirution’ xvaS. 
wonderfully mild, and avert!' to tint Deprivation of Life. Cite 
Caufe for this Opinion might be, that,Tihce the Tartar Empire be
came abfolute in India, the Hindoos (like the Jews in the Captivity) 
though in feme Refpecb permitted to live by their own Rules and 
Laws, have for Reafons o f Government been in mbft Cafes prohi
bited from dying by them. This Chapter no* w e r  difplays Id- 
fiances of what might feem unjuftifwble Severity, did not the Jewifh 
Diipenfation afford us a Number of'Examples'to the fame Purpofe.
T he Ordinance in Molds for Stoning a Rebellious Son, or a Girl 
found not to be a Virgin : Samuel’s hewing Agag to Pieces before
the Lord in GilgaJ; Whole Nations cut off at once by unlinutted 
Profcriptiori: David’s harraffing his Edemies with Harrow’S of
Iron; and a Thoufand other Paffages of the fame Tendency, prove 
that the Laws of moft Nations, of Antiquity were written in Let
ters of Bloodi and if in England (as it is find) we have near .efgl ty 
Kinds of Felonies, al 1'liable to capital Punishment, theGentoos need 
not think their own Legiflature uncommonly fertile in  Employ
ments for the Executioner.

T he hitter Part of this Sedion is particularly fet apart to f 'a t  of 
Thefts committed by the Bramiu Tribe; arid the many dreadful 
Penalties there enjoined leave-the Delinquents but a Header Satis-

R fadipn
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£a£$ioii i a  the a Exemption from capital Punilhm fnt: Add top, that 
from thefe Cire.ntnftances it may be collected, that this Exemption is 
really founded upon a reverential Regard to the Sanctity of their 
FundHon and. Charader, rather than upon th e  unjuft Preference of 
felfrintereiled Partiality.

CHAP. XIX. T at: nineteenth and twentieth Chapters prelim! 
us a lively Picture, of Asiatic Maimers, and in them a ftrong Pyoof 
of their own Originality. To Men of liberal and candid Sentiments, 
neither the Qroflheft of the Portrai t nor ibeBarftm ds of the Colour- 
ingwill lecm Improper or indecent, while they.are convinced of the 
T ruth  of the Rcfemblance; and if tins Compilation does not ex'ht-' 
h t  Mankind as they might have been, or as they ought to have bgen, 
the Anfwer is plain, ** Becauie it paints them as they were.”—Vices, 
as, well as. Fafhiops, have their Spring, and their Fall, nqt with Indi
viduals. only, but i.u whole Nations, where one reigning Foible for 
awhile fwallows, up the reft, and then retires in its Turn to make 
room for the epidemic .laSiaence of a newer Paid on.' V/hetefore, 
vf any Opinions not reconciieable to our Modes-,of thinking, or any 
Crimes not practifed, and fo not prohibited among us, fhould occur 
in thefe Chapters, they mu ft be imputed to the different BffedU pro
duced a:. the Human Mind by r. pirferende of Climates, Cuftoms 
and Mariners, which will cor dandy give a particular Turn and Bias 
to the National Vices..-—Hence. It would be a weak and frivolous- 
Argument for cenfuring the fifth Sedlion of this nineteenth Chap
ter, to obj.edt that it was levelled at an Oftiv.ce abfurd in itfelf,, not

likely
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likely b  be frequent, or fuppofing it freqtient,'4iR to'be dcSrtietf o f  
trivial Cofffcqueflce; and to make this Obje&ton merely in Con* 
fidemion that the Offence may not be ufual among ul, and has' cer
tainly never hten forbidden by our LegiiUturfo ;fuch Cavils'-would, 
betray a great Ignorance o f the general Syftem: 6t Huirian Natitre, 
as well as cf the common Principles of Legiflation for Penal Laws 
(except for the molt ordinary Crimes) are notepaded until particu
lar Initances of Offence have pointed out their abfolttb Neceffity? 
for which Reafdii Parricide was not fpedfied amorig the original 
Inffitutes of the celebrated Lawgiver of Spam w"Hencd wffmav 
with Safety conclude, that the feveral Prohibitions ana Penalties of 
this fifth Seffion were fokfeqaent to and iff confcqubhce o f  the 
Commiffion of every Species of Enormity therein described,.

' "in Afia, the indubitable Virginity of the Bride has ever beeffa 
requiiite and moil neceffary Condition of a Marriage* and indeed 
the Warmth of Conftitution in either Sex, and the univerfal Jealdufy 
of the Men in thole Climates, give great Propriety to the Caution .; 
for In 'Women the firfi Breach of Chaffity was always efteenif d  dec!- 
live; and Mofes confidered the Offence in at leattas ferioli? a L ight 
as the Gcntoos have done, iiricche ordained, that, it the 1 okepj of 
Vii ' initv were not found upon a Girl at Let Marriage’-, ihe fhouid 
be ftoned; — A hard Fate furcly, if  we reded; to how many Accidents 
fo frail an Article is liable, without any Intention or Fault of its 
Pofleflb: ! And if a Hindoo’s Confidence is equally' nice with a 
few’s, upon this' Point it cannot be judged extraordinary, that a par

ticular.-
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ticiff 'F Section of tJiisCode iliou.lci be appropriated to die Condemn v  
tionfof Inch Practices as may violate Virginity* and defray its T o
kens, even without a&ual Copulation, mice the Difgrace and other 
unhappy Coniequences .to the Woman are equally. inevitable, to what 
Caufe foyvei it be ov mg that the Proofs of her O u tlay  are de
ficient. , ■ ,

T he heft .Security for Female Virtue is the total Abfence of 
Temptation, and confequently, to endeavour to remove the one is 
a prudent Caution for the Prefervation of the other. We find there
fore the feveral Modes and Gradations o f Afiatic Gallantry feparafe- 
ly forbidden, at the Beginning of this Chapter, which. by flightly 
puniihing the firft Preparatives and leading Steps to an Offence, 
thews a tender Concern for the Offender’s Welfare, to whom it thus 
gives a monitory Check at the very Commencement of his Defign, 
and before the Execution of it has fubjefted him to the extreme 
Rigour of die Law.

CHAP. XX. It may not he improper to mention upon this 
Chapter, that the Brand ns who compiled the Code were Men far 
advanced in Years, as one o f them above eighty, and only one under 
thirty-five, by way of Apology for the Obfervations they have fjb- 
icched, and the Cenfures they have p.dll-d upon the Conduc'd and 
Merits of the Fair Sex. 'Solomon however, who probably had as 
much Experience in Women as any Pundit in any of the four 
Jogue's, was nearly of the fame Sentiments, as we may colled fr,;n

numerous
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mmtq^ous Pillages in his Prove;: w., one ©i which, m tLe thirtieth 
Chupt'r, u> emnfy corrcfpona- \\itH 'a Sentence m thL P< it of t.<e 
Code, ihht the one alrnotl: feems a literal Tranfcript from the other.
*« There m fays Solomon, “ Three Things that arc never riti's- 
“  Bed; yea, foiir T h ry , try  not, it is, enough : The' Grave and the
<* 'Barren1 \  t. is filled not with Water, and
4f the Fire that faith not, it is enough,”

: ’ T hf PaTge in *1; Code' will [peak for itfelf; —jfo ftrlking a Re.~
Amhlmec iTeds'nei&er '''^notation hoy C om m ent:-Y e,.neither the 
.Royal ; Author of the Proverbs* nor the Tompofers o f the S L T c  y 
are Uy' au) Moans Vo ceuforxous oi ib rn ju ll as to deny the Roflihi- 
j11y- of Excellence m the Female Sw, though they allow the ln~
{Lnces :o be ibmewhat icarce, and that Wives of this v.Quality are 
only to be obtained by many and'great Adis'of Piety, or, as'Solo
mon exprefles it, “  A Prudent Wife is from the Lord. ’

T he many Rules laid down m this Chapter, For the Prefervation 
ol doinefhc Authority to the Idufband, aic Reiicks oi tiiat chat acterif™ 
tic Difctpliue o f Afia, which Acred and profane' W riters tefrify to 
have exifled from all Antiquity; where Women have ever been the 
SubjeCts, not the Partners of their Lards, confined w ithin the W alls 
of a Haram, or bulled without Doors in Diudgcries little beebhi- 
\uy- ilieir Delicacy. The Trojan PrincCics were employed in vvathing 
l in e n ; and Rebecca was 'firit 'difeovered by Abraham’s Servant with

* a Pitcher upon her Shoulder to water Camels, “  Two vV omen 
; ’ g “ Rail

;v 1 Aw;-jA ■/.. A' 'Mffii yApCy rtV; A ■ ' ■ .7 \ 1
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grinding at!the Milly” iay$ the PV^phet, butt&tNotofictyofn 
this F ad  obviates the Neceffity o f Quotations : -It may juft ‘be oh-
ferved, that Solomon in- praifing a good Wife mentions, that “ She 
<<! files while it Is yet N ight," which we m uff fuppofe to he before 
her HniMhcij abtFwe find this go be one of the Qua! if cations for a 
good' Geii too Wife alfo-

'Tat# latteir Part of this- Chapter relates to the extraordinary Oir- 
titmjfaBce of Womenf burning themfel ves with their Teceafecf 
Hufbsarttkf— 'The Terms df the Iiijundion as there fe t ' forth’ are 
plain, moderate- and conditional: “  i t  is proper for a Woman to barn 
** with her H-ulbandTCorpsj” and a proport ionate Reward is offered 
iriCoinpenfation for her Sufferings. ■ Notwithflandang the Ordinance 
is not in- the- ubfolute Style of a Command, it is lurely laffictemiy 
dired to- ftand for a- Religious D uty; the only Proof that it is . not 
pofitive is the Propofal of inviolable Chaftity as an Alternative,, 
though it is 'dot to be taken for an-Equivalent. The Rramins feem 
t-o'iook upon this Sacrifice as one of the iirif I Vinciples of their R d t- 
gion, the Cattle of-which it would hardly be orthodox to inveftr- 
gatfe. There arc .however feveral Reffofotions with refpecl to it, as 
that a Woman nuift nor burn herfelf if  life is with Child, nor- if her 
Hufband died at - a D-i-ftaace tfrom her, u-nlefir the can procure;-his 
Turban arid Girdle so part on at the Pile, with' other Exceptions -of 
tile fame Nature,'which they dlofoly conceal from the-.Eyes;of -tb©
Wor'.f, among the other Myfterics of their Faith : But we are con*- 
vincedequally- byInforhUtion- and Experience,. that- the Cuftom diats

riot
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15ft forthemo.fl: Parf. fallen intc>;D&fuctiide:'ia.-Iiioi%jas a. celebrated 
W riter has .tupyoiih,

■ ,CHAP,| XXL T h.e;tw;e: 1tj ~&r IV Ch ap te r comprehends s lu m b e r of 
unconnected Articles, oi v/hu ut the* lad beckon is Lina. o.t Jftuoi 
tion to the whole Work, But of iuch Parts of thef© Ordipanpe$ as: 
relate merely to the Religious Opinions of the Hindoos we cert In
ly are not authorized to judge.; they were initituted in Conformity 
to ih d r .lh -^ X ic ^ i  and .the Confcieuccs of the People, a? well, as, 
the Penalties ot toe Law, enforce tnc-n Obe<|iet*|Ce> Ilciice 
O bfem troa need' be made upon the accountable ITombitions of, 
the fecorui Section, but that the Comraiffion of fuch ridiculous'
Crimes, for which no poflible Temptation can 'on. pleaded., may be; 
feverdy puniflied, without much' Uange.it to the Geaferslity -of 
Mankind,

T he Article of the third Seftitm is of a more ferious., Nature, nod 
con wi ts an Injunction not unneceffary for the general Peace and; 
good Order of every Community, The Vulgar in ill Nations arc 
tied down to the continual Exercife of bodily Labour for their own 
immediate Suhfiiience,; and their .Employments are as iucompntibio 
with the Leifure requiftte for Religious Speculations, as their Ideas 
are too grots for the Gomprehenlion of their, Subtilty; adu to this, 
that illiterate Minds are ufuahy fo apt to kinale at the leaifc 
Touch of Enthufiailic Zeal, as to make their headftcong Superfld- 
;io/i the aioft dangerous of all Weapons in.the iiaudsof a. defigni-ig

Partisan;

■ . ... f  . |  j  ■ S i  J li  /  ' i f  ' . f
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Partizatv.: like jheJtg'>cc-afier,itrages with. ■iaiqucndubleViolcnce.ani 
feparating into a thomand Flames, all equally deftru&ive, fubiadea 
not but with the Exaltation of a Cromwell, or a Maffacre of Saint 
Bartholomew. Mofes observed a like Severity with, this Code, in 
prohibit in th e  r .u  o, the People from any Interference with the 
Profeflion of the Prieithood j the Ordinance is iflfued from the 
Mouth of Godhiinfelf: “  Thou flialt appoint Aaron and his Sons,
“  and they fhali wait on their Prieft’s Office, and the Stranger that 
“  cometh nigh ihall be put to Death.."

I vueed the whole Office, as well as the Acred Preeminence of 
the lEamfhictl Tribe, is alrnoft an exa£t Counterpart of that of the 
lobvitlbal; T he Invites were particularly forbidden Wine; ib are 
the Br-.rftjns: The Lc rites were .more than others enjoined-to
avoid, tins Contact of ail Unclcannefs; fo are the Bramins: The
Levites were to  afiift the Magillrate's judgm ent in difficult Cafes; 
fo are the Bramins: And, in every other Refpeft, the ftefemhl'ance-
pUght well authorize a Sufpicion, that they had originally feme 
remote Affinity to each v "her, though Conjefiuiv cannot poffihiy 
trace the Source of the Connexion.

7' -.r: Patience of the Public1:. has now been fuffickntly exercifr.l 
and treffailed noon in this Eilay, which was but ddigned to ob
viate feme of 0  mold phufil V Objections, wiiich are .likely to be 
hated agat d lo uncommon a Compilitwn. We have every where 
j reduced Infhnccs of a Similitude between, the Mo laical and the

Idindoo
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Hindoo Difpenfation, though without attempting to infert the 
hundredth Part of what occurred upon fo fruitful a Subject,

B ut it is not only to the Laws' o f Mofes that this Code bears a 
linking  Likenefsj many ether Parts of the Holy Scriptures m ay ' 
from hence b e ' elucidated or confirmed; Thus in th# Book of 
Genefis we had Laban excelling him fell’ for having fubftituted 
Leah in the Place of Rachel to Jacob, in trefe Words : “  It m ud 
** not be fo clone in our Country, to give the Youuge.il (Daughter)
«  before th e F ir f t - B o r n T h is  was long beforeMofes was born.—
So in this Compilation k  is made .criminal, fa t a .Man to give 
bis Younger Daughter in Marriage before the Elder, or for a 
Younger Son to marry while his EldetfBrother remains unmarried.

Comparisons of this Nature will illudratem any doubtful VdPa
ges, and explain many obfolete Cttftcms aiH UPages alluded to 
throughout the Bible; fo that Should no Part of tbefe Laws be 
thought worthy of Adoption into the Syftem of a Britifh Govern
ment in Alia, they will yet well deferve the Consideration of the 
Politician, the judge, the Divine, and the Philofopher, as they 
contain the genuine Sentiments of a’ great and flourilhitfg People, 
at a Time when it wa impoffible for them to have any Connexion 
or Communication with the European W orld, upon Subje&s in 
which all Mankind have a common Intcreft ; as they abound w ith 
Maxims of general Policy and Jufticc, which no Particularity o f

T  Manners,

. JCf'h ;"■■■; T f b J'jhC; 0;fb b o'; .. 1
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Manners, or Divcrfity of Religious Opinions can alter 5 as they. ^  
may become pfeful References for a Num ber o f National and 
local Diftin&ions in our own Sacred W ritings, and as the icveral 
Powers o f the M ind, in %  gradual Progrefs o f  Civilization, may by 
judicious Companions from hence be inveftigmed almoft to their 
$eft Principles.

f h  End d  (be T r a n s l a t o r ’s  P r e f a c e ,
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P R E L I M I N  A R Y D I S C O U  R S E.

T?ROM Men of enlightened tJnderftandings' and found Judgment, who, in 
"  their Refearches after Truth, have fwept from their Hearts the Duff of Ma
lice and Oppofirion, it is not concealed, that the Contrarieties of Religion, and 
Diversities of Belief, which are Caui.es of Envy, and of Enmity to the Ignorant, 
are in fade a manifeft Demonftration of the Power of the Supreme Being:
For it is evident, that a Painter, by fetching a Multiplicity of Figures, and by 
arranging a Variety of Colours, procures a Reputation among Men-, and a 
Gardener, for planting a Diverfity of Shrubs, and for producing a Number of 
different Flowers, gains Credit and Commendation; wherefore it is Abfurdity 
and Ignoraflcc to view, in an inferior Eight, him who created Both the I aintu 
and the Gardener. The truly Intelligent well know, that the Differences and.
Varieties of created Things are a Ray. of His glorious Effencc, and mat the 
Contrarieties of Conftitutions are a Type of His wonderful Attributes, whole 
complete Power formed all .Creatures of the animal, vegetable ami material 
World, from the four Elements of Fire, Ware;, Air and Earth, to be an Or
nament ro the Magazine of Creation; and whole comprehenffve 'Benevolence 
feleffed Man, the Center of Knowledge, to have the Dominion and Authority 
over the reft ; and, having bellowed, ’upon this favourite Objeft, Judgment and.

. . Under!!uniting,
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TJnderftancling, gave him Supremacy over the Corners of the W orld; and, 
when he had put into his hand the free Control and arbitrary Difpofal of all 
Affairs, He appointed to each Tribe its own Faith, and to every Sed its own 
Religion; and'having introduced a numerousVariety of Caffs, and a Multipli
city of different Cuftoms, He views in each particular Place the Mode ofWc-r- 
fhip rdpe&ively appointed to it; fometimes He is employed with the Attend
ants o.pon the Mofque, in counting the facred Beads; fometimes .He is in the 
Temple, at the Adoration of idols; the Intimate ©f the Muffulman, and the 
Friend of the Hindoo; the Companion of the Chrirtian, and the Confidant of 
the Jew. Wherefore' Men of exalted Notions, not being bent upon Hatred 
and Opposition, but confidering the collected Body of Creatures as anObjed 
of the Power of the Almighty, by invc is .’gating the Contrarieties of Seif, and 
t! • difivrertt Cuftoms of Religion, have ftamped to themfelves a lading Re
putation upon the Page of the World; particularly in the extenfive Empire 
of Hindoftan, which is a moft delightful Country, and wherein are colle&ed 
great Numbers of Turks, of Perfians, of Tartars, of Scythians, of Europeans, 
of Armenians, and of Abyffinians. And whereas, this Kingdom was the long 
Refidence of Hindoos, and was governed by many powerful Roys and Rajahs, 
the Gcntoo Religion became catholick and univerlal here; but when it was 
afterwards ravaged, in ieveral Parts, by the Armies of Mahomedanikn, a 
Change of Religion took place, and a Contrariety of Cuftoms arofe, and all 
Affairs were tranladled,, according to the Principles of Faith in the conquering 
Party, upon which perpetual Oppofitions were engendered, and continual 
Differ nces in the Decrees of juftice; fo that in"every Place the immediate 
Magiftr.eedecided all Caules according to his own Religion ; and the Laws 
.of Mahomed were the Standard of Judgment for the Hindoos. Hence 
Terror and Con-fuffun found a Way to all the People, and Juftice was not im
partially ad'miniftered-; wherefore a Thought fuggefted itfelf to the Governor 
General, the Honourable Warren Baftings, to inveftijgate the Principles of

the

DA '
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the Gentoo Religion, and to explore the Cuftoms of the Hindoos, and to 
procure a Translation of them In the Perfian Language, that they might be
come unlverfally known by the Perfpicuity of that Idiom, and that a Hook, 
might be compiled to preclude all fuch contradi&ory Decrees in future, 
and that, by a proper Attention to each Religion, Juft ice might take place 
impartially, according to the Tenets of every Seel;. Wherefore Bramins, 
learned in the Shaffer (whofe Names' are-here fubjoined) were invited from 
all Parts of die Kingdom to Fort-William, in Calcutta, which is the Capital 
of Bengal and Bahar, and the molt authcntick Books, both ancient and 
modern, were collected, and the original Text, delivered in the Hindoo 
Language, was faithfully tranflated by the Interpreters into the Perfian Idiom, 
They began their Work in May, 1773, anfwertng to-the Month Jeyt, nBo 
(Bengal Style) and fmilhed it by the End of February, 1775, amwering to 
the Month Pbattgow, 1182 (Bengal Style,)

B NAMES
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O F T  H  F.

B R A M I N S?

Who compiled this Work*
K im  Gopaul Neeayalunkar 

Beereeilmr Punchanun 

Kifhen Juin Neeayalunkar 

Baneefhui Beedyaiunkar 

Kerpa Ram Terk Siedhaut 

K’fhcn Ch\md Sareb Bhoom,

GoreeKimt Terk Siedhau t 

Kii'hen Keifub Terkalungkar 

Seeta Ram Bhet 

Kalee Sunker Beedyabagees 

SlAm Sunder Neeay Siedhau £

GLOSSARY

(  6  )
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O F S U C H

Shafcrit, Periian, and Bengal Words,

AS OCCUR r t f  T H I S

W O R K.

A

A  B K00 R 17 JV, Preparation to a [Fault.

A Achtirige, A Teacher of the Gokeree.

/fcfeu*, Property that may not be; ;’ven away .

Mbegttrm Gerrut, A Man who performs Service to his Relations.

Jdhuk, A final! Weight or Meafnre.

Jfu.u Aftringent.

Agbtm,

, ;■ A i t f  : ' ' • I ■' f
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/tghun. One of the Bert|*l Months, anfwering to Part of No
vember and December,

Jhttt, A Man pledged for a Loan.

Amo Pam-, Impofture, Petty Crimes.

Antee BafieeP Ah Apprentice.

Apatern Kurrun, A Specie;; of trifling Offences.

Arde Kketl, Land half Wafte.

Arp), One of the Five Superior Modes of Marriage.

Aritb Bkerut, A Servant: for pecuniary Wages.

Arzal, An inferior Tribe of the Hindoos.

yfrzeez, Tin.

AJhmm, Purification by Bathing.

Ajbore, One of the Three Inferior Modes of Marriage,

AJhrufie, The moft valuable Gold Coin.

AJhummeed Jtqg, A religious Ceremony, in which a Horfe is let loofe,
with certain Hindoo Texts written upon him.

A/humee Patent., One who difpofes of another Performs Property with
out a R ight fo to do.

J fe ^  One of the Bengal Months, a lte rin g  to Part of Sep
tember and October,

Atee Pdluk, Inceft.

Jyammi Sbddce, A Number of Feftival Days on a Marriage.

B Ban Perujl,
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B

Ban Peru/!, A Hermit,

Bazar, A Market,

Beejejhukia, A Public or .Common Bull,

Beekreet, . A Man who voluntarily fells his own Liberty,
. ihhh hhhihhhhh M//S&A ■ h- i:: ■. AgypAABdAAy 

BeeM, A Species of long Grafs.

2?m/y A Species, ofeprickly Grafs,

Beheerreh, , An aftringent Drug..

Jhhh, The moll ancient and venerable of the Gentoo Scrip
tures, There are FourBeids, the RugBeid, the Ilucbur 
Bad, the Sam Beid, and the Abtrebm Bei'd.

Beophy, A travelling Merchant, or Pedlar, who carries his
Goods, upon. Bullocks.

Berdmeh, One of the Five Superior Modes of Marriage,

Berayut, A Bramin’s Son who is a Minor.

Berldhrut, ,  .A Man. become a Slave for. the Sake of a Female Slave.

Bereefacberg, If A.confecrated. Bull fuffered to go loo fe.

Btnnge-arovk, Rice cleanfed without boiling.

Berhemcharry, A Man who has ftudied Divinity Twelve Years.

Bhadm, . One of die Bengal Months, anfwering to Part .of
Auguft and September..

C. uBkekut,

' v’g v f  v A h  ...' :.<• f v  ■<**• :.h .v
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Bheha, A Slave for a Livelihood,

Bberooah, A Pimp or Attendant upon Dancing Women,

Bbertuk, A Servant.

.BAjsi A’Ar&h A Man who ferves for his Subftflence.

Bbeek Ldbheh, Jntereft produced by Ufufru& of any Articles pledged.

The Third original Gentoo Tribe.

Bramin.i The Firft original Tribe of Gentoos.

Bundarek, Magazines and other Offices lor the Magiftrate.

Butidboo, A Bank.
Burnaby The feeondary Deity and immediate Creator of all

Things.
Burrun., The peculiar Mode* or conftitutive Particularity of

each Tribe.

Burrun Bunker, The general Denomination of all Tribes, produced by
the Intermixture of Two different Tribes.

Burntt, A religious Foundation.,

Butkdrb.br, A W eight of Stone.

C

Calamus A Meafure of Cowries, being Sixteen Pun.

Cbdt-ber, An Umbrella.
Chebteree,

■v-T ■ .y.
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Chekteree, The Second original Gen top Tribe.

■Chendal, A mean Tribe of Gentoos.

Ckeyt, One of the Bengal Months, anfwering to Part of March
and April.

CVickerbevikhte, Compound InterdL

C h e  k e y  > A Toll Gate.

Cbokeyddr, A 'Watchman or Guard; lbmetimes a Toll Gatherer.

Chmrbaxee, A Game of Hazard played with Three oblong Dice.

Cbuckreh, A fmall Carriage for Burthens, a Cart.

C o i n ,  As Gold Coin,&c. is here meant for a fmall Grain, or
Bead of Gold current in the Country, whereof 
Eight make one Mafhd>\ it is called Surkh inPerfian, 
and Kuttee in Bengal.

Cody\ A common-Porter or Carrier of Burthens.

Cofe, A Meafttre of Two Miles nearly.

Ccjjid, A  Meflenger or Poftman.

Cutihmy, * A.Court of Juftice.

D

[)aky Inheritable Property.
l ’|V;'' I T I\f'i - V- r : • It ; ' T ' r': ■ - ■ ■ ; h I' -i -T

Dam, A fmall Coin.

Ban, A religious Ceremony.

Dayavaugakut,

%;‘Cr/ „ #■ ‘
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Dtyavauphkut, A Slave by long Defcent,

Dtfyf J?iw£, Inheritable Property.

Deep, The World % of which they 'reckon Severn: <
Jumbo Deep, TheHindoos fay, that this habitableWorld, or Beep,
i utkboq Deep, is Jurrounded on every Side by the*Sumosder, or main
Sboolmelco Deep, Ocean, to the. Breadth of Four Hundred Thoufand
Koofhud Deep, Cafe 5 alter which commences the Second Deep, and .
Kmoncbud Deep, fb in order.
Shahid Deep,
'Pcojhkerud Deep,

Deeyv, One cl the Five Superior. Modes of Marriage,. •

A mean and adventitious Tribe, among the Gentoos,
Daiel/t, A Porter or Doorkeeper.

Demn, A  Weight 0; Mcafure.

Property .which it is lawful to.alienate,.

Dedteh, l  hat Deity to whom Prayers are to be offered;
Del!, Any Pulfe broken.

Dccb, Vine Grafs.

Deot, An Agent or Hircanab,
Do/ijf A Slave.

Dote, All Games o f Hazard.

btuhneb, Certain Fees paid to a Bra min for pcrformingWorihip
for any Perlon.

Dum Pdrijh, Affuilt.

Dull,

"■■■;': h i ':D j j j  dpp’Vo f§p;j§
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X)uit, Gifts unapproved, or which may be taken back,

'DutUh Things given away, which may not be taken back.

13* h  V '

EenakalBebritt* A. Slave whofe Fife has been laved in Famine,

Unakut) A.'Second Depcfu of Articles depofited in Trull to
any Per fori.

; F

f  hnhh Buzurgwar, An Offering made for the Souls of deceafed Anceltors,

G

Gfafee Jikhbeb, A Confuraption, or Spitting of Blood and Phlegm.

Gehenmm, HeiL
Gerbejat, A Child born to a Mailer, by a Female Slave.

Ghee, Clarified Butter,

Gheeruf, A voluntary Slave for a certain Time.

Gherbut, A City of the fmalleft Size.

Ghurrie, A Meafure of Time, comprehending Twenty-four
Minutes,

D GtHirec'i
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Goikne^ A Gentoo Incantation*

Gmafiak) An Agent.

Gram, Is a Word tiled by the Englilh. for a Kind' of Tare* m
the Bengal Language, it means a Village,

G u n d c Four Cowries.

H

Hackery, -Art Indian Carriage,

I  Jar ant, A Seraglio.

/*•»/, A Weekly Market for various Goods,

Hijamut; The Profdhon of Barber, which con'fifts % Shaving,,
Paring the Nails, &x..

Hircarraby A  Spy, or Meffenger,

Howiileb, A Depofit of Property in full Confidence,

Kurrehy An aftringent Drug..

“ •; _ t

Jaiee Bherun Kafiker, A Species of petty Offences,

Jee Potr, A Statement and Decree.

7v A A Bengal Month, anfwewig to Part of May and June.

lhtmmdar9
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Btimnt&r* A Superto'Kndant, or LiCtifenanr Governor.

Indsrjdy. A  Drug of no Etiolation, that grows wild la the
Woods.

Joodeb Pm'fyut* A Slave take!) in War.

Jocjvjt, A  Meal are of Four Cofe.

Jootefe* The Book of Gentoo Aftronomy,

Ifrum, Orders or Ranks of Men.

Jagg* A religious Ceremony.

Jung's?*,, Lands wholly ^cultivated.

K

Kaniehnib, One of the Five Superior Modes of Marriage..

Kartee-aUy A voluntary Offer of Increafe of Ini re'h

Kafeh, A Mixture of Tin and Copper.

Kau-u-kau, Tntereft paid Yearly.

Kmkekau, Intereft paid Monthly..

Ktereeuf, A purchafed Slave.

Xeheet perjhe^  Affault and Bloodlhed.

A Son of a S&odsr begotten upon a Chditree.

Keroor, \ A fabulous Bird.

KMel, Wafte Land.
Kbeety
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A City of the Second Size. '

Khieuy ’ A Bridge, - ,

Kmbeb, A  large Weight or Meafure.

Ksodup, A imailer Weight' or Meafure.

Kooko, The Cocoa Tree,

Kooncky, A fmaller Weight or 'Meafure,

Koofm, A Sent of Flowers ufed in Dying-,

K»[e% A Species of Herb or Grafs,

Kunjud, Rape Seed,

liunthh., A fmali Vegetable of a very bitter Tafle. „

, 1 L  '

LeekbuA A  Secretary or Writer,

Luldebee, A Slave found by Accident,

£,#/, A creeping Tree-, alio the Name of a Bird,

Lu.'ti* The Name of a large Tree,

M

Maafifer, A Species of Flowers ufed in Dying,

Mahci Piituk, Murder, and other heinous Crimes.

Mafheb
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Mhfbeh of Silver, v,y of a Silver Rupee.

Mhfhtb of Gold, TV of an Jfh-ntfie.

Mett-hd, An Inhabitant of MetUUa, a famous Town for Br tmins
of Learning, in the Weft, near the Souhab of 0.vd% 
about 15 Days Journey from Benares.

Melabhos, A Species of lefler Qfivncest,

Mookhud, A Debtor who has given himfelf up as a Slave to his
Creditor.

Moonjhi, A Writer or Secretary.

Mulucbt The general Name for Tribes who have no Prohibi
tion with refpeft to Food.

Muntur.f A Text of the Shaft a,

Mufrnd» A Throne, or: Seat of Dign ity

Mut-hooteri A Denial

N

Nandee Mookhh, A Ceremony preparative to a Marriage*

ĵ eeafti, A Depofit to prevent the Seizure of EffeAs.

Pee dee, To find any loft Article.

Neekbeep, A Depofit in Confidence.

Peemtuk-kem, Occafional Worfhip for Holidays.

Neejhungpdty A Fault without Bioodihed,

Nightr, A large City.

E NuMt



Nullah ., A  Brook,

Nut-farm, Daily Worlhip,

C\

Opokut, A voluntary Slave.

Op&t-Pdtuk,, Small Offences.

Oulab, A  Drug which when, beaten up with- Oil is ufed as an
Ointment for the Hair, by the vulgar Women in '
Bengal.

: : V P  T T  ’ ' /

Pda*, The Beetle Plant,

Peddee, Rice unprepared.

Pak-Panjh, Fa lie Accufatidn.

Paufs, 4 of a Day, or Six'Hours.

Peepd, A bitter Drug.

Pehteek, A White Stone. ChryftaL

Peiddde, A Guard to accompany a Prifoner at large,

Peijhdcb, __ One of the Three Inferior Modes of Marriage,

Perdjdput, One of the Five Superior Modes of Marriage.

Percijhchfay

/ .& s'—:—X*%\
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Pirajhthut, Expiation, Recovery,
Perherjci-hjbcet, A Sinafte made a Slave for Apoftacy,

Perkernakkd, A Species of petty Offences.

Perramk Needy, Appeal to a former Dec Aon.
Pertubbijh Gundett, Acknowledgment of a Claim without Ability to pay it.

Perujiy A fmall Weight or Meafure,,
Pbai^miy One of the Bengal Months, aniwering to Part of Fe

bruary and March.

plafs, The Name of a Tree.

Poojeb, Worftsip.
Pocjch S e r j h u t t t e Worfhip lo Snjhuttee^ho is the Goddcfs ox Letters.

%
Paoran, One of the Gentoo Scriptures upon BIftory,

Poopee-kem, Prayers for Health and Profperity.

Poojhteh-bundeiy Embankments of Rivers,

pcojkul, A fmall Weight or Meafure,

pooue, A Book, or Compilation,

Pu/t A  fmall Weight or Meafure.

Pun, Twenty Gundacs of Cowries,

Pundit, A learned Bramin.

Punjeet, A Slave who has loft his Liberty,, as a Stake at fomc.-
Game.

Pmnubke-iddmy A Salute or Reverence paid by aBrideto theBridegroom..

PurricMay, Affay of Metals,
Bistrihby,

A -  ' a ,. ;  i l l  : 0  ' '
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Purr why Trial by Ordeal,

r<
A Hindoo Prince or Monarch.

Rckhuss <r One of the Three Inferior Modes of Marriage.

■̂°y* A Hindoo Prince.

Rozidus-Mrekt Certain Holidays in the Month Jffen, in which Period
the pompous Worfixip and Burial of the Hindoo 
Deities are celebrated.

A Tenant, a SubjeA,

S

Sadbeby Certain Food and Treatment for Women in the laft
State of Pregnancy.

Vegetables, Greens,

Saniee-kerm, Extraordinary Prayers upon any Calamity,

Sal‘h A large Timber Tree.
Sehosy Bran.

Seekhnuherdehee, Intereft to be paid daily.

Seemuly A Species of Cotton.

Sejjab„ A fenced Terras.
/ ' /  . ;

■ . * ' Str>

r



SSL
( 21 )

&?r, An Herb.

Serddeb, Feafts in Honour of the Dead.

Serddeb Amcmus, A Fcftival at the End of every Month.

Serddeb aperpukb, A preparatory Fcftival to the Rozidus-hdreb.

Serddeb Buiurgffiiir-, A F-eftiyal of dccealed Anceftors.

6f.'; cidcb-Hovj&iHi An Offering made once a rear in the IvTor.'.l•

Serwut terse, A Btf&nun learned in the Btids.

Sejamm, Muftard.
Snvdrtrs, All neceffary travelling Equipage, the Suit of a Perfon

of Difdndion, &c.

Sbdglur, A Deity of the Gen tops.

Violence.

Bridges or Embankments of Rivers.

Stalks*, Rice unprepared; tire fame as Padd.ee,

sbanferit, The Language of the Gentoo Scriptures.

Shader, The Gentoo Scriptures in general.

gbebbi jDf/yV*, Nights whereon the Moon does not appear.

Shehbi Paredes, The fame as Sbebbi Deijort,

Sbeertee, A certain Part of the Gentoo Scriptures, containing
the Regulation of the Hindoos.

SbmaUee, Games of lighting Animals, &c.

Sbepdk, A Son of a Kehta and a Wokrei.

Shift, A Student in Divinity and Science.
F Shumper tee-putt,

t ! A .. .. . ’
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R^hiimpmee-puU, Confeffion, Acknowledgment.

Sbtmkmc-kumtn, A  Species of petty Crimes.

Sinajfee, A Eremin under Vows of Pilgrimage.

Seeder, The Fourth or loweft original Tribe of Gentoes.

Sm-adhcb, A  Mark of Infamy, to be branded in the Forehead
of a Eremin, for drinking Wine.

Sumoder, The Sea or main Ocean.

Smgfufiu-beh, The Connexion of a Family formed after the Firil
Separation,

Sunkha, A Sea Shell, commonly called Cbanh

SurnuJ., A Title Deed, a Grant,

T

tfagur; The domeftick Idol of Gentoo Adoration. •

cFeriamti The Species of Gourds.

‘Tokcrie, A Briket.

T&lccbek. A Weight, containingTen Mdjhehs of Silver and T welve
of Geld.

Titrb, Raci idles.

*Turreb, Vegetables.

Tycr, Sour Cream,

V Vakeel,

J if ■
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Vakeek An Attorney, or .Agent.

W

Wokret, The Daughter of a Chdbtem, begotten upon a 3Wer
Woman.

, " • Z ' ■

Zeearut, A confecrated Spot of Ground,

Zukkoom, The Name of a Tree.

*' ' * f *fnj| , {"■ A* | j y ' -* 1  ̂ i t . yl 1L ' ,J v $!\ iy £ jh,' (
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N A M E  S
- O F T  H E

H I N D O O  M O N T H S ,

With the correfponding Dates in the Englijh Months, 
for the Bengal Year 1181, or the Englijh Year 1774, 
and Part of 1 775,

B y f d a c  begins the n th  April, 1774,

J e y i  12 th May.

A j a r  12th June.

S d z v u n  14th July.

B h a d u n  *4th Auguft,

A j j e n  14th September.

Caulk ig th  October,

A g h u a  14th November.

Poos 13 th December.

Mattg n t h  January, 1775.

Phaugcon Jtoth February.

£ b e y , t  a 2-th March, ending the 30th, with the 10th April.

NAMES
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Quoted in this Compilation,

Beeba-tUif Tunnagurkiir 
V Bheb-dceb Bbct

CLendetiur
i Gerheifur

Gobi ad Ri]e 
Hclayoodeh 
Hurrec Bur 
Jeimoot Bakun 
joguc Lbguc 
Kulp-teroo- 
Lukkee Deher 
Meidhab-teetee 
Pachefhputtee Mifr 
Pilook 
Parreejaut 
Perkafhkar 
Phakooree
Sewarteh Behtacharige 
Shertee Shar
Sirree Kifhen Terkalungkac 
Sirree Kerracharige 
Sool Banee

G A LIST
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A L I S T
O F T H  E

B O O K S
From whence this P O O  T E E was compiled, ranked in 

the Order of their fey end Dates, as nearly as could be
.afeertaiaed.

Mira no©,,
Written by Mumm.”— A general Treatife*

j'aike-bulk*
Written by Jaike bulk,—A .general Treatife,

Kii'lc JCulp-teroo,
Written by J^uikee Deher.—A general Treatife.

Pareejat,
'Written by Muddun PureejaL—A general Treatife,

Be bad ru tnakur,
Written by -.Chendisjur.—A general Treatife.

Btbiiei
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Bebad Chentamun.nee,
'Written'by Pmbcjhpttlee Miff.—A general Treatiie.

Neet Chentamn nnee,
Written by Pathejhpuike M fi .—Upon the .Duties of the Magtilt ale.

Dherum Rutten,
'Written by Jeimoot Babun.—Ugon Inheritable Property.

Bub li ar Matereckii,
■Written by Jehnaot Babun. — Upon Juftice,

Bubliar-teilook,
Written by Bheb di&b 2^«t.~-*Upon J.uftice,

Deep Kateekau,
Written by Sod Panes, —A general Treatiie.

Mim.oo-te.eka.,
Written by Moobok Bhet,—A general Treatiie.

Daie-tutt Unt,
Written by Achdrige Cbaordmumee. —Upon Inheritable Property.

|  aike-.bn Ike- leek a,
Written by Beijhroop. — A general Treatife,

Perafhchut Bebeik,
Written by Sod Panes,—Upon Retaliation.

Mimkher$3
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Mirtekhera,

Written by Mirtekhera Kar.—A general Treadle;

Dale T int,
Written by Qewarteb BebticbArige,~~T3pon Inheritable Property;.

Bubhar T utt,
Written by Sewdrteb B eh tdtharige.— Upon Jufticd

Day adhe-- karee-kerni Shungerah,
Written by Since Kijhett 1'erkahngkdr.—Upon Inheritable Property;.

Dhcrimi Riitteii-teeka,
Written by Since Kifhen Terkdh'ngkdr.-™~Upon Inheritable Property.

Contests

■ 4 1
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Contents of the Chapters.
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O f Lending and Borrowing.

ge£t I, Of iRtereft.

Se&. II. Of Pledges.

Sect, III, Of Securities.

Seft. IV. Of Difcharging Debts to whomfocver due,

Sed. V. Of the Method of Recovering Debts,

C H  A P. I I

O f the Divifon of Inheritable Property.

Sea. I. Of Inheritance from a Father, a Grandfather, a Great- 
Grandfather, and fuch Kind of Relations.

H Se&,
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Si-Cl. II. Of Dividing the Property of a. Berhemclurry, a Sirafieej,
and a Bun per lift.

Sed. III. Of a Woman’s Property..

Sed. IV. Oi the Inheritance of a Woman’s Property.

Seft. V. Of Perfons incapable of Inheritance.,
Sed:. VI. Of Property liable to DiviEon.

Seer. : VII. Of Dividing Property earned by the Profeffion of any Ann 
or Science,.

Sed. \  ill. Of Dividing Property earned by a Man’s Sons.

deft. IX. Of Pofleftions iodivifible,.

Sect. X,. Or a Father’s Dividing among his Sons the Property earned: 
by himfelf .

Sedl, XL Oi a Father’s Dividing among his-SonS the Property left by 
hi: Father and Grandfather..

Sed, XII. Of Sons Dividing die Property left by their Father,

Sedl. XU I. Of Dividing the Joint Stock of Perfons, who agree to live.
together, after original Diiperfion and Separation of the 
Family.

Si-Si, XIV. Of a Partner’s receiving his Share of the Joint Stock, after 
a long Space- of Time hath dapfcd} alfo of the Inheri
tance of the Sons of a Woman of the Sooder Gaft, by Two 
d ifterent Ilufbands; and alfo of adogted Sons.

oed. XV. Of Dividing concealed Effiftls, and of redifying unequal
Divifior.s ; and of the Modes of fettling the diluted.
Shares oF'Partners.

Sefb
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5ed. XVI. Of Acquiring Right of PofTeffion in the Property o f another, 

by UiufruO,.

—  - -  --------•— ---- —
.

’

C H A P .  III.

Of Jufi

Sect, I, Of the Forms of adminiftering Jufti’ce.

Sed. II. O f Appointing a Vakeel or Attorney..

SciX III. Of not apprehending an accufed Party.

Sefti IV. O f Giving an immediate Anfwer to a Complaint..

Sift. V. Of Plea and Anfwer..

Seid. VI. Of Two Sorts of Anfwers,. Proper and Improper.

Setd. VII. Of Evidence.

fed1. VIII. Of Proper and Improper Evidence.

Sc -d. IX. Of the Modes, of examining Witnefles.

Sect. X. OfAppointingArbicrators more than once; and of the Mode 
of drawing up the Statement of a Caufe.

Sed. XI. Oi’Giving Preference to a Claim.

|  , C H  A,P, \
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C H A p. IV,

Of Trufi or Dspofit,

C H A, P, V.

Of Selling a Stranger s Property,

....—................ ......."■ ,: “fr'tfo -;:t-nmi.,

C H A P. VI.

Of Shares.

Se£t. 1. Of Shares of Trade in Partnerfhip.

Sed. II. Of Shares of Artificers.

CHAP.
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c h a  p. vir.

Of Gift*
\
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C H a  P. VIII,

O f Servitude,

Se&. I. Of Appellations of Apprentices, Servants, Slaves, &:c.
Sect II. Of the Modes of enfranchUuig Slaves.

Sed. III. Of fitch as are Slaves, and of fuch as are not Slaves.

C H  A P. IX.

- Of Wages.

Sed. L Of the Wages of Servants.

t<M II. Of the Wages, of dancing Women or Proftitutes.
I CHAP. 1
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C H A P.

Of Rent and Mire,

C H  A P. XL

<y Pur chafe and Sale,

Se&, I. Of the Venders not delivering up to the Pitrchafer the Com
modity fold, and of the Magiftrates cauiing him to deliver it,

SeA. II. O f Returning or not Returning Articles purchased.

C H A P. XII.

O f Boundaries and Limits,

CHAR
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c h a p . xur!
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Of Shares in the Cultivation of hands*

' , , ']

C H  A P. XIV.

Of Cities and Towns} and of the Fines for Damaging a Crop,

f Wifi cM' H"' FpFf'Cc "
K * V| oM C ffifik % '‘w h y 1 , / ysggHKgw

1 - C H A P. XV.

Of Scandalous and Bitter Exprejftons,

Sed. I. Qf the Denominations of the Crime.

Se<5t. IT, Of the Puniiliment,

•cm ?: »
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C H A P. XVI.

0 /  Affaalt.

Seft. I. O f Affault, and of Preparation to affault.

Seft. II. Of Cafes where no Fine is taken.

Sect. III. Of the Fines for the Death of Animals.

C H A P .  XVII.

Of Theft.

Seft. I. Of Theft open and concealed.

Seft, II. Of the Fines for open Theft.

Seft. III. Of the Fines for concealed Theft.

Seft. IV. Of Apprehending Thieves.

Seft. V. Of thole Per ions who are to be confidered as Thieves.

Seft., VI. Of the Chokeydars being unanfwerablc for Stolen Goods.

CHAP,



C H A P, XVIII.

O f Violence,

G H A P. XIX,

O f Adultery,

Seft. I. O f the feveral Species of Adultery.

Soft. II, Of die Fines for the feveral Species of Adultery.

Soft. III. Of the Fines for Adultery.

Sect. IV, Of Adultery with an unmarried Girl.

Seft. V. Of Thrufting a Finger into the Pudendum of an unmarriedGIil.

Se£t. VL Of Stealing away an unmarried Girl

Sed. VII, Of Adultery with a Woman of bad Gharafter, or a common 
Proftitute.

Seft.VIII, Of the carnal Conjunction of a Man with any other Animal

K r CHAP,
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C H  A P, X X ,

Of •what concerns Women,

c  e a  p. xxi,

Of Sundry Articles,

Sed. I, Of Gaming,

Sect, II. Of Finding any Thing tBat was loft,

Sed, III. Of the Fines for cutting Trees,

Sed. IV, Of the Tax upon buying and felling Goods.

_ Sed„ V. Of the Quarrels between a Father and Son.
Sed VI. Of Serving unclean Victuals.

Sed. VII, O f the Punilrirnent' to be inflicted on a Seeder for reading the 
Beids.

Sed. VIII. Of the Properties of Punifibment.
Sed. IX. Of Adoption.

Sed. X, Of Sundries.
* PREFACE.

i fb o  . *

• < 38 )



f(f)|

P R E F A C E.
♦

Account of the Creation.

T HE Principle of Truth, .having firfl formed the Earth, and the Heavens, 
and the Water, and the Fire, and the Air, produced a Being, called 

Burmba, the Bmtdb,. tor the Creation of all Beings (Bewtdb is that to which 
all offer their Worfhip) afterwards he created the Bramin from his Mouth,
Xhs CbebtetiM from his Arms, the Bice from his Thighs, and iWfr from his 
Feet: And he ordered Burmba to complete the other Creations!, and to fettle
the fevera.1 Employments refpe&ively of the Bramin, the Cbekteree, the Bice, and 
the Sooder, that he had created ; and he committed the Government of all Beings 
toBur mbit,-—Burmba, according to Order, produced in the World Mankind, and 
Beads innumerable, and Birds, and Vegetables, and all inanimate Things, and 
Serpents of all Kinds and Varieties, and Piety, and Morality, and Juftice, and 
Continence, and Luff,, and Anger, and Avarice,, and Folly, and Arrogance,, 
and Drunkennefs. dnd whereas the Bramin proceeded from the Mouth of the 
Principle of Truth, for this Reafon His Rank is the molt eminent; the Chcb- 
//w.fprung from his Arms, hisddank therefore is Second; the Origin of the 
Bice is from the Thighs, and hisJRank is the Third in Eminence; and the 
Sooder, who fprung from the Feet, is therefore the lcaft in Degree of them all. 
Burmbd, drift fettled the Occupation of each of thefe Four Tribes; as that the 
Occupation of the Bramin. jfhould be to read the Beicls, and other, Shaficr, and

, to
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io  teach die S h a f f e r ,  and to perform the J u g g  and W orfiup; and to caufe the 
Performance of the P e e j e h ,  t ,  e ,  the W orth i|| to D e w t a b ,  and of the J u g g  by 
others; and to perform and to accept th c D a n  (an Explanation of theTeniisJ?® 
and D m  is to 'be found in the Chapter pf I n h m l & l i e  P r o p e r l y : )  Among thefe 
Occupations already defcribed. Three are for their Subfiitence and Support 
and Three for the Exercife of Piety, as for Inftance, to caufe the Perform
ance of the * P o s J e h  and J u g g  o f others; and to inltrud Pupils, from whom fome 
Premium is received; and to accept the D u n :  Thefe Three Occupations are to 
be the Source o f Subfiltence to the B r a m m » and the other Three Occupations 
are for the Exercife of his Piety. The Occupations of the C h e h t e r e e  are to learn 
the  Sciences, to perform the P t c j e h  and Jagg , to perform theDthi, and, arming 
himfelf with the Implements o f War, to defend and fecure t h e  R e v o l t  ■, and fox 
his SubfUtenCe, the C h e h t e r e e  fhall ferve in the Defence of the R e y o t s ,  the other 
T hree Occupations are for Exercifes of Piety to the C h e h t e r e e .  T o  the B i c e  
alio, it was enjoin* d to learn the Sciences, and to perform the D a n  and the J t i g g i  
and befides this, to him was permitted Commerce, and the tending o f Cattle, 
and Agriculture; the Acquifitioo of Science, and the Performance of the 
D o n  and Jugg, are for the Advancement of his eternal Happinefs; and Com 
merce, and the tending o f  Cattle and Agriculture, are for his Livelihood. The 
Tribe of S e e d e r  fhall be Servants to the B r a n t i n , the C h e h t e r e e ,  and the B i c e .

I t  a B r c m i n  cannot procure a SubfiPencc by the Exercife of his own ap
pointed Occupations, he fhall earn a Livelihood by applying to the Occupa
tions of the C h e h t e r e e :  I f  alio he fails to acquire a Subfiffence from the Oc
cupations of the C h e h t e r e e , he fhall exercife -thefe of the B i c e - ,  but o f thofe Oc
cupations, he fhall firft apply to the tending of Cattle, and to Commerce; if 
.from thofe alfo, he cannot earn his Support, he fhall then betake himfelf to 
Agriculture. I f  a B u m t i n  applies himfelf to Commerce, he fliall not fell either 
6 .d t, or .any. Articles of Sv/cet, or of Bitter, or of Aftrtngenr, or of Acid, or

V.ctuais,

!V l


