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FROM TIiE ESTABLISHMENT OF THH NEW CONSTITUTION FOR
THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, IN 1784, T0O THE TERMINA-
TION OF THE WAR WITH THE MAHRATTAS, IN 1805.

(continued,)

CHAPTER VIL

Proceediags vn Parlioment relative to the renewal of the
Company's Charter in 1793.—8ir John Shore succeeds
Lord Cornwallis as Governor-General.— Relations of the
Enrglish Government to the Niwam and the Makrattas—
Death of Mhadajee Sindiak.— War between the Nizam
and Mehratias. — Guarantee of the Treaty of Alliance, —
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IN 1793, the termination of the peried assigned to the ook vi
exclusive privileges of the Company so nearly ap- .yap. viv.

proached, that the question of renewing the charter, and
of confirming or changing the present systom of govern-
VOL. VL. B
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BOOK VI ment, could o louser he deferred. People had now so
CUAT. VIT. & Usacqu ad the wwe.. of lifting their eyes to the

1793,

Maliag. national affairs; and equal treatment to
all so forcibly recommended itself as the best rule of go-
vernment, that the commercial and manufacturing popu-
lation were impelled to make an effort, more than ustally
strong for the freedom of the Eastern trade. The prin-
cipal places of manufacture and commerce in the king-
dom ; Liverpool, Glasgow, Paisley, Manchester, Norwich,
Exeter: exhibited cowbinations of the merchants and
manufacturers, who passed the strongest resolutions ; im-
portuned the ministers; petitioned the legislature; and
desired to have an opportunity of proving how much the
real policy of commerce was violated, and the wealth of
the country kept doww, by the monopely of so large a
field of trade ws. that unhappily, consigued to the East
India Company.

The Indian governmenut was so organized, as now very
well to answer ministerial purposes; it was therefore the
study of miuisters to preserve things as they were. The
Board of Control and the Court of Directors cast, with
some skill, the parts which they had respectively to per-
form. A committes of Directors was appointed, whose
business it was to draw up reports upon the subject of the
Eastern trade, and-to answer the arguments of those by
whom the frecedom of that trade was advocated or
claimed. Three such reports were exhibited, They were
in the first instance referred’ to the Commitiee of the
Privy Council relating to trade and plantations; and in
the proper stage of the business werc submitted to the
House of Cotmmons,

On the 25th of February, Mr, Dundas, in the House of
Commons, made a display of the pecuniary state of the
Company. Fortunately for the designs which were in
agitation, the accounts of receipt and disburscment pre-
gentcd, just at that moment, & balance of a large amount,
on the favourable side.t Of this circumstatce, the greatest

1 Mr. Tucker observes, # It T were called upan to point out the period when
the Company's findnces abroad were in the most prosperous state, ¥ should
probably fix ou the year 1792-3, for we then possessed an annual surplus suffi-
cient to liguidate the territorial debt in little more than three years. The ter-
ritorial charge ineurred in ngland was inconsiderable s our possessions were
more compact und manngeable, and more productive with reference to their
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possible advantage was token.  Fvery thing which conld BOOK VL
be effceted by the confident assertions, so potent in per- CHAP. vIL
suasion, of men of influence and power, was done, to
captivate the general mind with a prospect of Indian pro-
speriy ; to generate a belicf that a great fountain, whence
& perennial stream of wealth would flow upon the British
nation, was, by the wisdony of its rulers, secured to them
in Tndia. Tstimates were formed, with all the airs of
accuracy, or rather of moderation, by which it was made
to appear, that the swrplus, exhibited by the account of
the ysar immediately passed, would, in future years, rather
incrense than diminish.  And with profound solemnity an.
appripriation, as if for perpetuity, was propoesed, of a
large superabounding sum, which would, it was said, be
annually received from India.  The cyes of men were sue-
cessfully dazzled: and when My, Dundas called out to
them. “ Will yon stop the tide of so much prosperity for
untried theories 1 those who knew but little either about
the theory or the practice of the case, that is, the greater
number, were easily made 1o believe, that there was a great
certainty of scouring what they were told was tho actual
influx of wealth, if they persevered in the present course ;
a great danger of losing ity if they allowed thewselves to
be druwn, by delusive prospocts, into another,

The friend of Mr. Dundas, and, ag well from intellect, as
from office, the advoeate of his schemes, Mr, Druce, the
historiographer of the Company, says, “Jpon no oceasion,
perhaps, have men's minds been Tess prapared for a deci-
sion, 8 subject of such mugnitude and importance.” !

1793,

extent: and the prodnee and manufaefures of India being in great demand in
the wes:, our remittances conlid be etfecred on advantageons terms in commo-
dities produced by the labonr of an uulustrious populution.”  Review of the
Finuncial Sitnation of the Fast India Company, in 1424, by Henry St George
Tucker, p. 20, The snrphis revenue of 1702-3 was 1,808,0000,, exalusive of 4
further s of 200,0004, recvived from Tippoo.  In 1793-4 it was 1,119,0007,,
and in }794-5 it was 1,182,000/, I the lollowing year it declined to #00,0000,,
and in 1796-7 to 240,0007  In 1797-8 there was o d it which continued to
prevail for several yoars. Ihid po U Phe expectations sugpested by the surc
pius of 1792-3 were therefore precipitately entertuined, aithongh, us Las heen
sufficieutty proved by subrequent events, the revenies of India, when carefully
administered, have been abways more than adeguate to the expenses of the
povernuent in thme of peace.—W, X .

T Repart on the Negotiation between the Honourable Bast India Company
and the Pubiie, respecting the renewal of the Compuny's exclusive Privilege of
Trade, for Twenty Years, from March, 1794, By John Bruee, lisq. M.P.,
¥ R.§., Historiographer to the Honourable tust India Company, p. 1%,
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BOOX VI It i, indeed, true, that the people were deplorably ignorant
ouar.vi, of the history and management of their East India
affairs ; and it was, on this account, the tnore easy to make
1793, them throw themnselves, with blind econfidence, upon the
assertions of men, whose knowledge was presumed from

their situation and pretensions,

An annual surplus of 1,239,241/ from the revenues and
Commerce of India, after paying the Company’s Indian
charges of every description, was assumed. Of this mag-
nificent sum, the following distribution was to be made.
In the first place, as most due, it was proposed, that
500,000Z should be annually appropriated to liguidate the
debt of the Company contracted in India. Bubt in the
next place, it was patriotically determined, that 500,007
should be annually given to the nation, as a tribute from
its Indian dominion, With regard to the remainder of the
grand surplus, it was represented, by the Indian minister,
as no more than equitable, that the meritorious proprietors
of Fast India stock should not be forgotten. Ile recom-
mended an increase of dividend from cight to ten per cent.
By this, 10,000./more of the annual surplus would be
absorbed. A circwmstance, which might have excited
suspicion, but which appears to have becn perfectly guilt-
less of any such disagreeable effect, was this ; that, amid
all these promises of wealth, the Company was in want of
pecuniary assistance ; and was to roceive immediate au-
thority for raising what was equivalent to a loan of
2,000,000, It was not indeed to be called a loan. The
name of a loan, associated with the idea of poverty, was at
this time to be avoided. The Company were to be em-
powered to add 1,000,000% to their capital stock, which,
being subscribed, on tho faith of a dividend of ten per
cent, at 200 per ccnt., produced to the Company's trea-
sury a sum of 2,000,000{. By this, it was said, the Com-
pany’s bond debt in England would be reduced 1,500,000L
The dividend upon this new capital would exhaust
100,0007, more of the surplus rovenue. Of the appropria-
tion of the remainder, which, to show accuracy, and
because even small swns are of great importance, was
carvied to the last degree of minutencss, it would here,
however, be out of place to render any account.

After some affectation of discord between the Board of
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Control and the Court of Dircctors, Mr. Dundas having BOOK VI.
pretended in parliament to believe it possible that the owar. vin
Company might decline to petition for the renewal of their ———
charter on the terms which the minister desired toimpose, 1793
the petition of the Company was presented to the Ilouse

of Com'nons, and taken into consideration on the 23rd of

April,

Tt was, to some of the opposing members, a source of
complaint, when a measure, on which interests of so much
importance depended, and about which so profound an
ignoranse prevailed, was to be considered and determined,
that & committee, to collect and to communicate informa-
tion, had not, as on former occasions, preceded the deci-
sion, for which a call upon the legislature was now about
to be made. Such a committee, by which ministerial pur-
poses were most likely at the present moment to be
thwarted than served, the ministers represented as alto-
gether unnecessary ; because, there was no material cir-
curastarce, they asserted, relating to Tndia, about which
there was not sufficient information, in the valuable and
numerons documents, which they had communicated to
the House.

The specch of Mr. Dundas digplayed and recommended
the projected plan. In all the great and leading par-
ticulars, the scheme which had been introduced by Mr.
Pitt’s bill of 1784, and better adapted to miniaterial or
national purposes by the amendments or declarations of
succeeding acts, remained without altevation.

The jowers of the Board of C'ontrol, and of the Court
of Directors, were cstablished on the same footing, on
which they had been placed by the declaratory act of
1788. The powers of the Governor-General and his
Council, of whom was composed the supreme organ of
government in India, with the powers of the Governors
and Councils at the subordinate presidencies, remained
as they had been ostablished by the act of 1784, and the
amending act of 1786, The monopoly of the Eastern
trade was still secured to the Company. The appropri-
ations recommended by Mr. Dundas, of a supposed surplus
of revenue, were dressed in the formalities of law. The
increase of dividend, and the increase of capital, were
authorizsd. And the lease of the exclusive privileges
was renewed for a term of twenty years.
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Ounly two alterations were introduced, of sufficient im~
portance to require statement and explanation.

‘When the bill of Mr. Pitt entored the lists against that
of Mr. Fox, the ground of patronage was the field of con-
tention, On this it wag, that, as the demerit of the one
was to suffer defeat, the merit of the other was to be
crowned with victory. On the part, therefore, of Mr.
Pitt, Mr. Dundas, and theiv party, was required, either
the reality, or in place of the reality, the affectation, of a
gort, of horror at the enormity of increasing ministerial
influence. o evade objections from this source, ohjec-
tions which they themselves had raised to such a height
of importance, it was arranged, on the introduction of the
plan, that no salary should-be annexed to the duties of the
Board of Control. These duties wore to be executed by
Members of His Majesty’s Privy. Council, who had good
emoluments, on some other score, and so little to do for
thewm, ag to be very well paid for discharging the duties of
the Board of Control into the bargain., This make-shift,
unless it be contemplated in the light of a trick, to amuse
the gpectators till their attention relaxed, when paid fune-
tionaries of the usual sort might be quictly introduced, isa
specles of burlesque on legislution, To attach to one office
a salary whose magnitude is out of all proportion to the
dutics ; next to creato another offico, with ample duties
but no salary ; and then to jumble both sets of duties
however heterogencous, into one set of hands, exhibits a
singular contrast with the ruloe of securing every service
by its own appropriate reward ; and paying no more for
any service, than the performance of the service strictly
demands, The time was now come, when the same
aversion to patronage was not necessary to be displayed.
It was therefore enacted, that a salury, to be paid by the
Company, should be annexed to the office of certain of the
Cowmmissioners of the India Board; and that, in the ap-
pointment of those Commissioners, the circle of the Privy
Couucil should no longer be the boundary of His Majesty's
choice.

The second alteration regarded the Indian trade. As
an expedient, for softening the opposition of the commer-
cial bodies, it was devised, that the Company should afford
annually not less than 3,000 tons of shipping, in which
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private individuals might on their own account traffic BOOK VI
with Tudia, subject to the restriction of not exporting cuae. v
military stores, or importing piece goods, and subject also
to the restriction of lodging jmports in the Company’s 1793
warehoases, and dispoging of them at the Company's

sales,

In adducing maotives for the approbation of these mea-
sures, Mr. Dundas was successful and unsuceessful @ unsuce-
cessful in offering any reasons which cun now satisfy an
enlightened inguirer, but completely suceessful in offering
roasors which satisficd the bulk of his auditory. He
began with what he knew to be a favourite topic for a
British Parliament—the wisdom of contempt for theory,
On this oceasion, howover, theory was tveated by him with
unusual lenity ; for though Mr, Dundas atfivmed that the
theorics to which he was opposed did not hold trne in
the case for which he had to provide ; he was not very un-
willing to allow that they held good in all other cases.
The propositions, which Mr. Dundus Dere vilified by the
name of theories, were two the first, that the business of
government, and the business of comnierce, ecannot, with
advantage to the governed, be lodged in the same hands ;
the second, that freedom is the life of cowmmerce, and
restraint and monopoly ite bane. What armument did
Mr, Dundas produce to show that these propositions did
not hold true in the case of Tndia? = Iudia, said he, hag
hitherto been governed in contempt of them: ergo, they
do not hold true in the cage of Tndia  Mr. Dondas, it is
true, asserted also, that India bad been governed well;
but “governed well,” in this case, means shmply governed,
and. nothing more ; “governed,” somehiow or ovher. As
to the quality of the government, hesides that it was the
gratuitous and interested assumpbion, thevefore worth
nothing, of Mr. Dundas, what is the standard of compari-
sou? India had besn governed well, ag compurved with
what? As compared with the highest state of advantage
in which huwan nature is eapable of being placed?  This
is what Mr. Dundas himself would uwot have ventured, even
in his boldest moments of affirmation, to state. As compared
with the ancient Mogul government 7 Was that the mean-
ing of Mr. Dundas? A mighty boast!  That she pride of
Pritish legislation should produce something not quite so
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BOOK VI bad as the despotism of barbarians. And this, even at
cHAP. v that time, was & matter of doubt. It is, now, something

1743,

more. If this, however, was the meaning, the logic of the
ministers and of parliament, the one inventing, the other
assenting, stood as follows: “India, in the hands of a
civilized people, has been governed, not quite so badly,
say the ministers, quite as badly, say other persons, as
when it was under the despotism of barbarians. Therefore,
it is true, that the union of commerce with government,
and the monopoly of trade, are good things in India.”
This is a logic by which a man may be helped to a great
variety of convenicnt conclusions, With Mr. Dundas, the
Grand Vizir of Constantinople might say: The empire of
the Sublime Porte is “governed well;” ergo, janigsaries,
and the bow-string, are excellent in the empire of the
Sublime Porte, The above reasoning Mr. Dundas corro-
borated by an established parliamentary axiom, which he
often found of unspeakable utility, that ol change in mat-
ters of government s bad, Allow this, and it followed,
with undeniable certainty, that all change in the govern-
ment of India was bad.” On the other hand, if the abso-
lute and universal truth of that celebrated axiom should
be susceptible of dispute, all the oratory which Mr, Dundas
expended on the topic of change in general, falls, unsup-
ported to the ground.

The particular change which his opponents contem-
plated, the removal of the government of India from the
hands of a commercial carporation, would, he said, produce
the following effects ; it would retard the payment of the
Company's debts ; it would check the growing commerce
between the two countries ; and it would endanger the alle-
giance of India. He asked, if it would be wise to incur so
much danger for a theory? With regard to the first two
of these bare, unsupported assumptions, which ought to
have passed for nothing, experience has provided the
answer. The government has remained as Mr. Dundas
desired, and the Company, so far from paying its debts,
has enormously increased them ; it has remainoed as Mr,
Dundag desived, and the commerces, instead of increasing,
bas dwindled to a trifle. That in a well-ordered attempt
to improve the mode of governing the people of India,
there was any thing to weaken their allogiance, is so evi-
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dently untrue, that it is wonderful there should Le a le- BOOK VL
glslative assewmbly, in a civilized country, iu which it cmar. vin
could be asserted without derision and disgrace. —

“All this danger,” said tho Iudian minister, “to be 1793
incurred for a theory 1”  Fivst, Mr. Dunday’s eagerness to
escape from theory has not avoided the dunger, but realized
a great part of it. Secondly, when he treats the word
theory; when all that class of politicians, to which he be-
longed, treat the word theory, with so much couterapt,
what is it they meuan? Zhought: all application of the
thinking powots to the business of government, they ocall
theory ; every thing, in short, except nicclianical tradging
in a beaten track. In the present case, thought, applying
the results of experience to the circumstances of ludia,
endeavoured to foresee what mode of government would
be attended with the happiest effects; but it ever thought,
in consequence of this operation, recoruniends any thing
different in government from that which actually exists,
it is, by Mr, Dundas and his fellows; to receive the name
of theory, and to be exploded. *“All the good which now
exists, will you sacrifice it to o theory?”  When thought
has acenrately weighed the value of that which cxists, and
accurately weighed the value of that which may be got by
a change ; and, after all that iz good and evil on both
sides is maturely considered, pronounces deliberatcly that
the second value i3 greater than the first ; what is meant
by asking, whether it is wise to sacrifice go much good to
a theory 1 Is it not asking us whether it is wise to sacri-
fice the less good to the greater? In such cases the
answer is, that it is wise, to sacrifice so much good to
theory. It is only an abuse of language to express the
facts in such inappropriate terms.

Mr. Dundas said, that no two persons agreed, in the
substitutes which wero proposed for the presont plan,
This, too, howover ridiculons, is a standiug argumnent
against improvement. Yet it is not the question, whether
few or many schemes are proposed ; but whether any of
them is good. It would be a strange maxim of govern-
ment, that, where a great end is in view, and men have
different opinions about the means, in that case all power
of choice should be extinguished, and things must remain
as they are. How numerous soever the opinions, it is
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still the business of wisdom to inquire what is best ; and
take the most effcotual measures for carrying it into happy
execution. Tiis worthy of particular regard, that almost
all the general argumoents of those who opposo the im-
provement of political institutions, may thus be traced
up to one assumption ; viz, That the original condition
of human beings, the brutal savage state, ought never
to have becen altered ; and that all those men who have
laboured to make human nature what it is, ought to be
condemned as wicked.

Among his other arguments, or more properly speaking
hig assertions, Mr. Dundas affirmed, that the surplus re-
venue in India could not be carried to England, which he
affectedly called realizing, but by the Company's trade.
There is nothing, it appears from expericnee, too absurd to
pass for an argument in a aristocratical assembly. Thatb
neither money nor goods could be conveyed from India
to England, except by the Eagt India Company, was a pro-
position which it required no ordinary share of credulity
to digest. Txperience, moreover, has proved, what a
knowledge of the theory of man would have foretold, that
there would be no surplus revenue to bring.

Mr. Dundas made use of other assertions. o asserted,
that free trade would produce colonization ; and that co-
lonization would produce the logs of India. Unhappily, it
it is almost impossible to establish any considerable num-
ber of Nuropeans, in India; because the natives subsist
upon so little, that the wages of labour are too low to
enable Europeaus to live. If it were possible, nothing
would he of so much advantage, both to the people of
India, and to the people of England.

As a weight to counterbalance the arguments of those
who pleaded for the separation of the commerce from the
government of India, and for the disgolution of the Com-
pany, Mr. Dundas delivercd it as his old, and, after much
time and cxporience, his present and confirmod opinion,
that, if the patronage of India were added to the other
sources of the influence of the crown, it would be sufficient
to ensure to the crown a majority in both houses of par-
Hament, and would destroy the substance of tho constitu-
tion, through the medium of its forms, The patronage of
India was trasferred to the crown., It was the express
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purpose of the declaratory act of 1788, to pluce the govern- BOOK VI,
ment of India fully and completely in the hands of the crae va,
minjsters,  Ts the patronage of the Admiralty Board, the -
patronage of the Commander-in-Chief, or that of the Lord 1783
Chancellor, less ministerial patronage, because it i by

these fanctionaries it is dispensed? Was it possible to

give to ministers the unlimited power over the govern-

ment of India, and not to give the benefit of the patronage

along with it ?

The swo great evimes of which the government in India
had been accused weve; pillage of the natives, and wars
of conquest.  The present Lill, Mr, Dundas asserted, would
cure these evils, Iow? 1t had two expedionts for that
purpose : the land-tax was now fixed ; and the Governor-
General was responsible to-parliament.

For annexing sularies to the Board of Control, und en-
abling his Majesty to make any body a Commissioner,
little trouble in scarch of a reason scems to have been
thought necessary. Without a salary, and without a
choic: of other persons thau members of the Privy-
Council, no body, said Mr., Dundas, could be got who
would keep the office su loug, or attend to its business
30 mach, as to be capable of taking a useful part in its
management, Nine years before, was this incapable of
being foreseen? But forcsight is theory, When the
Conmissioners of Coutrol were first appointed, thore were
persons who had so much salary, and so little to do for it,
that they would be very well paid for both services ; viz,
those of the India Board, and those attached to the salary,
add=d together. After an additional salary was got for
the Tndia Commissioners, what was done with the surplus
salury of those who had too much for the services which
it was intended to pay? Was any of it taken away?
No. Why? To this last question, no answer is re-
quired.

By allowing 3000 tonsg, for private trade, in the Com-
pany's ships, Mr. Dundas took credit for having done
something considerable in favour of the manufacturers
and merchants.  The source of advantage in private trade
would be found in the more expeditions and cconomical
methods to which private interests would give birth, By
subjecting the private trader to the delays and expenses
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BOOK VI, of the Company, Mr. Dundas cut off the possibility of ad-
cuar.vin vantage ; and the merchants declined to occupy the un-
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profitable channel which he had opened.

In every one of the pmtmular objects which this bill
pretended to have in view; the enlargement of British
commerce, the extinction of debt, and the prevention of
conquest ; its failure, on experience, bas proved to be
complete.

It encountered very little opposition till its third read-
ing in the lower house. On that occasion it was furiously
assaulted by Mr. Fox. The House of Commons, he ob-
served, had, in the year 1780, proclaimed their solemn
opinion, that, “the influence of the Crown had increased,
was increasing, and ought to be diminished.” In defiance
of this alarming declavation,in vielation of the solemn
protestations with which the nation were amused, upon
the first introduction of the present systeru of Indian
government, a new lot of influence was avowedly created.
This was little. The mighty mass of evil existed in the
influence which was warehoused for ministerial use with
the Court of Directors. This was the most dangerous pa-
tronage at the disposal of the Crown., Why? because it
was irresponsible. “Is it said Mr. Fox, “to be placed
in the hands of those who really have the power over it ?
No! it is to be given to their agents and dependants;
whose responsibility, from the nature of their situation, it
is absurd to speak of—It has been asserted,” he cried
“that the patronage of India consiats in the appointment
of a few writers. If thers is a man in this House ! if there
i8 a man in this country ! if there is one man in the British
territory in India! who can believe this assertion, I wish
him joy of his credulity ! I ask any man, who is not in-
sane,—in whom, if this bill shall pass into a law, will the
whaole of the patronage of India be invested ? Will not
the Company and their Diroctors be the mere tools of the
minister I Who appointed Lord Cornwallis? Who Sir
John Shore? The clear effect of the measure is to give to
the minister all the power, and screen him from all respon-
aibility.”

Mr, Pitt answered: by complaining that his opponent
had deferred to the last stage the statement of his objec-

1 Parliamentary Debales, 24th May, 1793,
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tions; and by endeavouring to show, that the appeintment BOOK VI
of writers to India, who begin as clerks, and 1ise by seni- cmar, vir,
ority %o places of importance, could not greatly iucrease ——-
the influcnce of ministers, even if their power over Di- 1793,
rectors were as complete as the argument of the opposition
supposed. This, however, was not to deny, that ministers
possessed all the influence created by the patronage of

Indin ; o fact which, at this time, Mr. Pitt did not affect

to dispute: it was only to assert, that this influence,

when it wag got, was of inconsiderable importance. This

was to coutradict his own argumenis against the bill of

Mr, Fox 5 and to recant every assertion by which he had
successfully covered it with odium. 1t was also to con-

tradict the principal argument by which Mr, Dundas had
defended the propriety of continuing the government of

India in the hands of a commercial company. Bnt it did

not subvert the truth, that a mass of wealth equivalent to

all the lucrative offices in Tndia, ready to be employed by

the Crown, in purchasing the co-operation of those who

were appointed to check 1t, would contribute largely to

convert the checking into a confederate body; and to
establish a fatal union of King and parliament upon the

ruin of the people,

The views of the parties who demanded, on this ocea-
sion, n change in the management of Indian affairs, are
too nearly the same with the views, which have already
bewn discussed, of preceding partics, to require any par-
ticalar examination. The merchants petitioned chiefly
for freedom of trade. On what grounds of rcason, has
bezn, as far as compatible with the natare of the present
undertuking, already disclosed. The political ehange which
most of the complaining pavties appeared to contemplate,
was the transfer of the details of government from the
Court of Dircctors to his Majesty’s ininisters.  On what
ground, it appears to me, that the transfer of power which
has already been made from the Uourt of Dircctors to his
Majesty’s ministers is not an improvement, and, by parity
of reason, that any further trunsfer would not be an im-
provement, has heen secn in my explanation of the nature
of the instrument for the good government of India, which
was provided by Mr, Pitt, in the Board of Control,

To communicate the whole of the mmpression, made
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BOOK V1. upon a mind, which has taken a survey of the governmont
craar, vu. of India, by the East India Company, more completely

1

4

79,

3,

through the whole field of its action, than was ever taken
before, and which has not spared to bring forward into the
same light the unfavourable and the favourable points, it
may be necessary to state, and this I conceive to be the
most convenient occasion for stating, That, in regard to
wntention, I know no government, either in past or present
times, that can be placed equally high with that of the
East India Company; That I can hardly point out an
occasion on which the schemes they have adopted, and
even the particular measures they pursued, were not by
themselves considered as conducive to the welfare of the
people whom they governed ; That I know no government
which has on all occagions shown so much of o disposition
to make sacrifices of ‘its own interests to the intercsts of
the people whou it governed, and which has, in fact, made
so many and such important sacrifices: That, if the East
India Company have been so little successtul in ameliorat-
ing the practical operation of their government, it has
been owing chiefly to the disadvantage of their situation,
distant a voyagoe of several months from the scene of action,
and to that imperfect knowledge which was common to
them with abuost all their countrymen: But that they

have never crred so much, as when, distrusting their own

knowledge, they have followed the directions of men whom
they unhappily thought wiser than themselves, viz. prae-
tical Statesmen, and Tawyeérs; And that, lastly, in the
highly important point of the servants, or subordinate
agents of governmont, there is nothing in the world to be
compared with the Fast India Company, whose servants,
as » body, have not only exhibited a portion of talent
which foris a contrast with that of the ill-chosen instru-
ments of other governments: but have, except in some
romarkable instances, as that of the loan transactions
with the Nabob of Arcol, maintained s virtue, which,
under the ternptations of theiy situation, is worthy of the
highest applausc.

For the immediate succossor of Lord Cornwalliy, choice
was made of Mr. Shore, a civil servant of the Company,
whose knowledge of the revenue system of India was held
in peculiar estecmn. DPacific habits, and skill in revenue,
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were possibly regarded as means abundantly necessary for BOOK V1.
reatizing those pecuniary promises, which had been so cuar. vi.
loudly and confidently made to both the parliament and -
the people of England. 1703.

About the same time that Mr. Shore, dignified for his
new station with the title of Sir John Shore, succeeded 1o
the substantial power of the govermueut of Bengal, its
nomiual sovercign, the Nabob Mubarek ud Dowla, died,
after a life of thirty-seven yeurs, and o reign ol twenty-
three. Ile left twelve sons and thirteen duughters, and
was succeeded by bis cldest son Uzees ud Dowla, who
was solemnly proclaimed at Caleutta on the 28th of
September,

The first important cireumstance which solicited the
attention of the new Goyvernor-Ueneral, was the appear-
ance of an approaching rupture between two of the late
confederates ; the Nizamn, and the Mahrattas, The views,
upon ouc auother, of these two states, had undergone no
permenent alteration from the union to which the desire
of sharing in the'spoils of Tippoo bad given a tomporary
existence.  Luterveniug ciremustances had nearly nwtured
into act their inimical designs,

The treaty of alliance, olfonsive and defonsive, between
the English, the Nizam, and Mahrattas, included a wuatnal
guarancee against the comunon object of their hatred and
apprehansions, the sovercign of Mysore.  This guarantee
Lord Coruwallis appears to bave thought of great import-
ance for English sceurity, It follows, that lie must have
expectes] groater benetit from the co-operation of the
Nizam and Mahratias, in case of an attack, than mischief
from entanglement in the wars to which the turbulent
politics of Lthese native states would cevtuinly give oeca-
sion.  The ruode in which the contructing parties were to
act, in accomplishing the objects of the gnarantee, was loft,
in the wreaty concluded previously to the war, to be
sottled by subscquent regulation.  Ho wuch had the
Governor-General this affaiv of the guarantee at heart,
that he endeavoured, as soon after the war as possible, to
secure it by an express trealy devoted to that particular
object. It was, however, to be an extraordinury treaty ;
for Lord Uornwallis, not being altogether without foresight
of the ovils likely to abound from an obligation to take a
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RBOOK VL part in the warg which the Nizam and Mahrattas might
omar, vir. kindle, was for inserting an article, by which the allies

1793,

were not to assist one another, except, just when they
pleaged ; or, a8 he chose to express it, “until they were
convinced that the party requiring assistance had justice
on his side, and all measures of conciliation had proved
fruitless.” *

A draught of a treaty, to this effect, was transmitted
to the courts of Hyderabad and Poonah. The Nizam,
though fully sensible that the English alone stood hetween
him and destruction, was yet encouraged to the hope of
drawing his profit out of the eagerness for this treaty
which the Governor-General displayed, A dispute had
already sprung up between him and Tippoo Sultan. The
Nabob of Kernoulwas the dependant of the Nizam. On
that chief Tippoo was urging claims which the Nizam
contested. When solicitod on the subject of the treaty,
the Nizam demanded, as the price of his consent, the
support of the English in the affair with Tippoo. This
behavionr, the English, who knew their advantages, treated
88 a crime; and expressed so much of anger, that the
Nizam was eager to redeem his offence by unlimited
complaisance.

Ag the power of the Mahrattas was different, so was
their temper.  The Poonah Councils were still governed
by Nana Furnavese, who now despairing of assistance
from the English to support him against the designs of
Sindia, opposed to the imaportunities of the Governor-
General on the subject of his treaty, evasion and delay.
At last the Mahratta minister produced a sketch of a
treaty of guarantee to which he expressed his willingness
to accede, but involving terms, the acceptance of which,
it is probable, he did not expect. Among these was an
engagement for realizing the claims of chout upon the
the dominions of Tippoo.

The Mahrattas were jealous of the enlarged, and growing
power of the Fnglish, They were impatient to reap the
spoils of the feeble Nizam ; an acquisition, to which they

1 Letter from Governor-General to the Resident at Poonah, dated 7th Angust,
1792, Colonel Wilkes suys, ou this occasion, “ The policy of his Muhratta allies
was in direct and svstematic opposition to every thing explicit and definite in

its connexion with other powers.” In this way, it might he eupposed, that
thig was a clause exactly to snit them.
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regarded the contiexion of that prince with the English as BOOK V1.
the only obstruction,  Sindia, whose power Tied been go CIAT VL

greatly increased, now exerted a deeisive influence on the
Mahratta couneils, and entertained designs of future gran-
domr with which the ascendeney, or rathcr the existence,
of the English in India was altogether incompntible. Ho
was not solicitons to disguise his hatred of the connexion
botween them and the Nizun ; or the satisfiction with
which he regarded the power of Tippoo, as a counterpoise
to the still wore foridable power of the Tuglish,

After a negotiation of wore than a year, the accession
of the Maliratins to the union so fondly projected by Lord
Cornwallis, was vegarded as hopeless. The Nizam, who
sow in their aversion to the proposed engigements, a
dosizn of holding themselves ab liberty to fall upon him,
was kindled to an ardent pursuit of the guarantee; and
urged upon the English governmont the propricty of con-
cluding the treaty singly with him; as it could be no
reason, because o thivd party swerved from its engage-
ments, that the other two should abandon theirs.t It
entered, however, into the policy of Bir Jolin Shore, to
avoid whatever could excito/the jealousy of the Mahrattas:
the English government, accordingly, declared its sabisfac-
tion with the verbal acquiesconce of the Nizun; and on
the part of the Mahrattas, with a promise, incidentally
given, that they would act agreeably to existing treatios,

The Nizam bueame at lagt go much impresscd with the
prospuect of the dangers aronnd him, that on the lst of
January, 1704, Sir John Kennaway, the English Resident
a5 Hyderabad, deseribed him to the Grovernor-Cleneral, as
1u'eparcc;l to form, with the FEnglish, engagements, which
would render them masters of his country for ever; and
urged the wixdom of not allowing so fawvourable an oppor-
tiunity to escape?

v Sir John Maleolm thinks this gnod reasoning, p. 142

2 See hig despateh to the Govervor-teneral, dated Hyderabmd, st Jan, 1794,
The words of Sir John Maleolhu, veporting and applanding this advice, are
warthy of insertion, *Hn this [the despatell in question] the Resident states
Tus comvietion, that the circumstances in which the court of Hyderabad was
theu piaced, and the character of those by whom it was raded, were suel, as
gave us an opportunity, which it was wise and politic to use, to establish an
irfluenee and power in its couneils, which wordd enable us o command its
future o xertiony, and henefit from its vesotrees inder any eveats that conld
oreur” Sketeh, &, . 144, The opinion of two such distinguished func-
tionaries of the Company, so thoreughly conversant in the pelitics of India,

VOL. VL C
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The course into which the Mahrattas had been guided
by impulse of the circumstances in which they were
placed, very highly favoured the extension of the do-
minion, by gradual encroachments upon their slothful and
improvident governments of India. Enabled from the
nature of their country, and their state of society, to
exercise with advantage a continual war of depredation
against the surrounding states, they were often bribed to
forbearance, by those who could find no other security
against their ravages, The terms of this agreement came
at last to be fixed, at a fourth part of the revenues of the
country which they consented to spare. This was an
opening, at which the stronger party generally found the
means of introducing whatever was required for the final
subjugation of the country..~The fourth part of the
revenues was always a disputed sum ; and ag the Mah-
rattas endeavoured to make it appear to be greater than
it really was, the government of the country endeavoured
to make it less. Nothing is ever paid by an Tndian go-
verntment, so long ag it can help it ; least of all, an odious
tribute, The Mahratta chout therefore was seldom paid,
except by the terror of a’ Mahratta army; and by conse-
quence it was almost always in arrear, Under the pre-
tension of sccurity against imposition and delay in the
receipt of the chout, the Mahrattas as often as possible
insisted upon sending their own officers into the country
to colleet it.  This gave them a power of interference in
every measure of the governmont, and the support of a
body of partisans, who, excreising the powers of Indian
tax-gatherers, wore masters of the property, and to a great
degree of the person of every man subject to their exac-
tions,

The dominions of the Nizam had long sustained the
Mahratta chout; and previous to the connexion which was
formed between the Hyderabad government and Lord
Cornwallis, the Mahrattas exercised so great an authority
in his country, that the minister of the Nizamn was more
attentive to the wishes of the Mahrattas than the com-

respecting the real import of those engagements, by which the native Trinces
accepted the Company’s troops as the instrument of their defence, is more in-
structive as throwing light upon the hypoecerisy of preceding, than the plain
dealing of subsequent times.
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mands of his master. During the necessity of exertion BOOK VL
against Tippoo, and the union forwed for his subjugation, cnav. vin
the Mabrattas had yielded to a temporary reluxation of ————
their influence over the country of the Nizam. Buf they 179
now intended to resume it with improverments; and a

lony arrcar of chout afforded the pretext for interference,

The lnglish government offered its mediation. The
ready acceptance of the Nizam was not a matter of doubt.
The Malrattas employed evasion; and as soon as they
were convineed that the interposition of the Glovernor-
General wonld certainly not be with arms, they treated
his mediating propositions with frigid indifference.

A circunstance, caleulated to alarm the English govern-
ment, occurred, Tippoo Sultan had an army in the fiold,
and cither intended, or under terror was suspected of in-
tending, a confederacy with the Mahrattas for the subju-
gation of the Nizam. The question was, what course it
now behoved the English governient to pursue.

By the treaty of alliance, the Nizam, it might be urged,
was entitled to the assistance of the English against Tip-
poo; and so little were they released from their engage-
ments, by the infidelity of the Mahrastas, that they were
rather bound to compel them to fullil the. conditions of a
treaty, of which the parties were implied guarantecs.
Besid-s, the Nizam had declared, that his accession to the
allisnce against Tippoo was founded, not upon any confi-
dence which he could place in Mahratta, but on that, alone
which he reposed in English faith: recciving him into
the alliance upon this declaration was a virtual pledgo,
that the protection to which he looked from the English,
was not to depend upon that security which he expressly
rejected : to make it depend upon that scourity was, there-
fore, » breach of engagement. At the time when the
Nizam, confiding in the security of English protection,
took part with the English, the value attached lo his
alliance was such, that it would have boen purchased with
eagerness at the expense of an engageinent offensivo and
defensive with himself. Would the Nizam, being attacked
by Tippon, have been entitled to assistayce from the Eng-
lish, if defended by the Mahrattas ¥ And was his title less,
when alwut to be attacked by Tippoo, with the Mahratias
conjoinud ¢ Such a disappointment in hopes, on which he
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BOOK VL had staked the very existence of his throne, could not do
evar Vit less than ensure to the English the enwiity of the Nizam.

1794,

Nor could the Hnglish abaudon hin, without the appear-
ance at once of weakness and infidelity ; without descond-
ing from that high station in which they now over-awed
the princes of Tudia, as well by the terror of their arms,
as the purity of their faith.

Considerations presented themselves of an opposite
tendency. If the co-operation of all the parties in a
treaty were necessary to the attainment of its end, and
the defection of any one of them rendered the attainment
of the end no longer possible, the defection of oue dis-
solved, of course, the obligation of all.  Again, the treaty
of alliance between the Fuglish, the Nizany, and the Mah-
rattas, bound the parties not to assist the encmies of one
another.  In the case, therefore, of o war hetween any
two of the partics, the third could not interfere. In such
a cuse, the neutrality of the third party was that which
the terms of the treaty expressly required. If the friend-
ship of the Nizam would be lost, if tho opinion which
prevailed of Euglish power, and of the tenacity of Buglish
engagements, shonld endurea slight and temporary diminu-
tion, war was beyoud comparison a greater evil. It was
impossible for any body to suppose that a war against
Tippoo and the Mahrattas would be casily sustained, And
as the revenue of the Company was confesgedly unequal
to the expenditure of war, a protracted contest was to be
regarded as pregnant with wain, Even the destruction of
the Nizam could not be considered as adding to the dan-
gers of the Yaglish ; since, after subverting that power,
the Mahvattas aud Tippoo weve muel move likely to make
war upon one another, than to combine their arms for an
attack upon the Dritish state. inally, by the act of par-
liament the Company's sorvants were clearly prohibited
from interfering in the quarvels of the native princes, and
from taking up arms against them, unless to oppose an
actual invasion of the British provincos.

Py these considerations, the mind of the (overnor-
General wus deterpyiined ; and he purposed to leave the
Nizam to his fate. That such a determination was con-
trary to the expectations upon which the Nizum was
iuduced to enter into the allinnes, expectations which for
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that purpose e was encouraged to entertuin, there secms BOOK VL
no reasou to doubt.  Tho diflicultics of the Goveruor- cmar. vin

General, und the disappointment of the Nizam, were
createel by the looseness of the treaty. Two obvious
casey, the anthors of that treaty had not been able to
foreses ; First, if one of the threo contracting partios were
attacl ed by Tippoo, and one of the two who in thab case
wore hound to assist should decline ; Secondly, if one of
the tloes wore attucked, and oue of the Lwo, who ought to
assist, instead of wssisting, should join the aggressor,
Theris was nothing in the treaty which determined what
was 50 be done by the thind party in either of those
cases,

If Tippoo had attacked the Buglish, and the Mihrattas
had vither not assisted, or joined in the-attack, it may be
strougly suspected that the English, inthat case, would
not Jusve held the Nizan released fron his engagement,

The opiuion hus also been wrged, and it is not without
probability, that, by decluring themselves bound to pro-
teet the Nizaw, the Mnglish would uob have involved
themselves in the caluritics of wir, it would have pre-
veuied hostilities by the terror of their interference.!

When onee the English have thoroughly imbibed the
dread of an enemy, Lippoo, or any oiher; that dread,
after the eause of it is weakened, or, peradventure, wholly
rewoved, continnes for o long time to warp their policy.
In the vpinion of the Governor-General, great danger still
impended over the Company by the existence of Tippoo.
Thes Nizamn he regarded as too weak 3 the Mahrattas aloue
as sulliciently powerful to yield a counterpoise to that
detested sovereign @ bis poliey, therefure, was to retaiu, ab
sorae cost, the friendship of the Mahrattas ; and for this
purpose not to grudge the sucrifice of the Nizar.

He was relieved from o portion of hix difficulties by the
assurance that, it Tippoo had entertained the project of
ar attuck upon the Nizany, it was now laid aside. In the
dispute between the Nizam and Mahvattas, the treaty, he
thought, created, certainly, no obligation to interfers.

In the opinion of Siv Juhn Malcolm, an ebligation ex-
isted, which cannot fail to be considered as u littlo exbra~
ordinary. IIe seems to say, for it is seldorn that a rhetorical

P Ihis opiuion is given with confidence by Sir John Malcoln.
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writer is entirely free from ambiguity, that the native
powers, by joining the English in any war in which they
were engaged, established a right, which nothing but their
own misconduct could ever forfeit, to their friendship, and
to protection against any power to whom by that conduct
they might have given offence! He adduces Lovd Corn-
wallis as a party to this speculation ; who, “in his letter,
under date the 28th of February, 1790, to the Resident at
Poonah, declared, that the Mahratta state, by acting against
Tippoo in concert with the British government, became
entitled, in reason and equity, to a defensive alliance
against that prince, even though no previous engagement
existed.” If this proposition means anything real, and if
assistance in war creates-an obligation to assistance in
return, except an obligation of which the party obliged is
alone to judge ; in other words, an obligation binding him
only when agreeable, that is, no obligation at all: the re-
ceipt of assistance in war is a snare, which carries ruin in
its consequences, and ought for ever to be shunned? One

t Sketch, &e., p. 167.

% This is 8 conclusion not necessarily resulting from the premiges. Unudonbt.
edly assistance in war againat 4 common enemy constitutes in equity and reason
a claimn to assistance on a like occasion, 1t i8 possible that there may be
counteracting claiins by which the obligation may be overruled, but the impos-
sibility of fulfilling an obligation is no argument aguinst its reasonableness or
Jjustice. In the view here taken of this transsction, the most muaterial points
are owitted, The grounds which the Nizam had to look to the British Govern-
ment for protection, and the poliey of affurding it to him. The letter of the
treaty was not violated by withheiding aid from the Nizam against the Mah-
rattas singly and conjointly with Tippoo, but unquestionably the spiritt was
departed from. Tt wus formed to spaintain the integrity of the Hyderabad
state seainst the aggressionof a move powerful neighbour, and it mattered not
whenee the danger came ; the Nizam equally required protection sud had been
led to expect it.  The Mahrvattas neither needed nov asked for protection, After
the war was over the same expectation was kept alive by the negociations set
on foot by Lord Cornwallis for a continuation of a guarantee treaty with the
Nizam and the Mahrattas. The Nizam had also some reason to expect favour
from the English, as a return for his cession of Guntoor and adjustinent of the
arrears of Peshcush. It was also politic to provide for his protection,  There
was nothing to fear from him, whilst his position and resources were calculated
to be of eminent advantage to the English in any future collision with Tippoo
and the Mahrattas, of whose hostile feelinga and more formidable power thers
could be na uncertainty. On the other hand, thers seem to have been diffi-
culties in the way of affording him protection, which are not noticed in the
text, and which were not alluded to by the Governor-General. Cuptain Duff
obaerves, that whatever might have been the apparent advantage of the Gover-
nor-General's interferetice, if it had enabled Nizaw Ally to effect his evasive

urpose, it must have been recorded as an injustive to the Mahrattas,” Mabr.

ist, ili. 109. The demands of the Mahrattas for the Chout, during a series of
years, were not altogether unfounded, It appears also, that they were not
only met with evasion but with insult and deflance; and that the court of
Myderabud provoked the contest. In such a state of things the interference of
the British authority must have been confined to mediation, and would pro-
bably have been of littie effect. 1t does not seem however to huve been very
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little consequence, in the present instance, it would appear BOOK VI.
that Sir John Malcolm overlooked. The Nizam and Mah- cuar. vi.

rattas were about to go to war. The English had received
aasistance from both of them : the English were therefore
bound to lend assistance to both of them :—that is, to
send one body of English troops to fight against another,

Before hostilities commenced between the Subahdar and
the Mahrattas, Mahdajee Sindiah died. The power of this
chief, and his ascendancy in the Muhratta confederacy,
had lately been so great, that his death was expected to
produce considerable changes; aud the Resident at Poonah
thought it probable that the opportunity might be so im-
proved, as to cffect an adjustment between the Nizam and
Mahrattas. The Governor-Genoral, however, would not
risk offence to the Poonah government, by any sort of
intorference more forcible than words ; and the successor
of Mahdasjee Sindiab, hig nephew Doulut Rao, soon as-
seabled his army from the remotest parts of his domi-
nions, and obtained an ascondancy at once in the Poonah
councils, and in the confederacy which was forming against
the dominions of the Nizam.

The Nizam was the party in danger, but the first in the
field. e advanced to Beder, if not with a view to actual
aggression, at least with a view to interfere in the internal
aftairs of the Mahratta government, a considerable time
before the movement of the Mahratta armies. Early in
March, 1795, the advanced corps of the Mahratta army,
under the command of Doulut Rao Sindiah, approached ;
and the Nizam advatced from Beder to meet him, A
guneral action took place. DBoth armics were thrown into
some confusion, and ueither obtained sny considerable
advantage. But the women of the Nizam were frightened ;
and ander their influence he retreated from the sceve of
gotion during the night. Ife sought protection in the
giall fort of Kurdla, where the Mahrattas had the advan-
tage of terminating the war without another blow. The
fort is completely surrounded by hills, except at one par-
ticular spot. The Mahrattas took possession of this out-

strenuously attempted, and the selfish motives which alone were urged for the
descrtion of the Nizam, were not credirable to the character of the government
for generosity or justice,—\y.

1743,
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BOOK VI let, by which they completely shut up the Nizam, and cut
ciap, vit. him off from supplies,  After rewaining some weeks in

1793.

this miserablo situation, ho found himselt ut the mercy of
his enciny, and conelnded o peace on such Lerms as thoy
were pleased to dictate. The particulars of the treaty
were not fully made known ; but, beside establishing all
their former cluims, the Mahratlas enupelled him to cede
to them a country of thirty-five lacs’ revenue, including
the celebruted fort of Doulutabad ; to pay three crores of
rupees, one-third imnediately, the rest by iustulments of
twenty laes per annum 3 and to give up, as a hostage for
the performance of these conditions, Lis minister Azeem
ul Omrah, whose abilities had for some thme been the
great support of his throue ; who was the zealous friend
of the Kuglish gounesion; und a firm opponent of the
Mahrattos.!

No part. of thie conduet of the English hind more offended
tho Nizam, thau the refusal to permit his two battalions
of British troops to accompany him to the war. As the
Mahrattas were the greab source {rom which he appre-
hended danger, an expensive foree, which could not be em-
ployed against the Mahvattas, was a loss, vather thun ad-
vantage. Me, therefore, shortly, after his return to Ily-
derabad, intimated his desive to dispense with the service
of the English Lattaliong ; aud they marched to the ter-
ritoriesy of the Clorupany.

The Subalidar of the Deccan had uever. from the time
of Bussy, beeu without French oftficers in his service, In
the confederate war against Tippoo, he had two battalions
of regulur infantry, officered by Frenchmen, and com-
manded by 2 gentleman of the name of Raymond, who
began his military career in India, at an early age, in the
disastrous campaigns of Lally, At first his establishment
amounted to no more than three hundred men ; and he
bired their arms from a merchant of lis own country, at
the rate of cight annus? o month, DBy his scrvices aud
address, he vapldly inercased the favour and liberalities of

LrPhedispersion of the Nizans army was the result of o panie which oe-
curied in the eotrse of the night, and it was then that Nizaw Al ook yefuge
within the fort of Kuedia.  In this he was shut up, not smne wechy, but twe
diys, when he wies compelled to subtuit to the conditions speciticd in the text,
Malir. Hist, 3, 13.—W,

? 1s. 3d.
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the Subalidar ; of which he availed himself for the aug-
mentation and erpuipment of his corps. Tt had received
great accessions hoth to its nuwbers and appointments,
since the peace of Seringapatamn ; and the English Resi-
dent reporvted, probably with great exaggeration, that
twonty-three battalions of this deseription, with twelve
field-picees, accompanied the Nizam in his  campaign
agairst the Mahrattas,

Afrer the return of that Prince to his capital, he or-
derod new lovies of this corps; and assigned a portion
of territory for its vegular payment.  The expostula-
tions of the British Resident, and his intimations that so
much encouragement of the Freuch poriended serious
changes iu his relutions with the English, were bub little
regardod.

A part of this corps was sent to ocoupy the districts of
Kurpaly, and Cummum, - These districts lay upon the
frontier of the Company’s possessions; aud the Governor-
Jeneral took the alarmw. #The wmeasare itself,” he re-
marked,! “had a suspicious nobt to say aiminal appear-
ance ;7 and be divected  the strongest representations to
be made, to imluee the Nizam to recall the detachment of
Monsicur Raymond.”  In easo of vefusul, the resident was
oven instructed to threaton him with the wareh of a Lody
of Englisli troops to his frontier. The apprehensions of
the English government were increased by somo French
officers, prisoners at Madvag, who were dotected in a
project of escape, and suspected of a design to join M.
Raymond

Whethor the Nizam could have been led on to visk the
displeasuze of the English, or whether the knowledge of
his defencoless condition would soon have brought him
back to court their support, suflicient time was not afforded
to try. On the 28th of Juue, his eldest son Al Jah fled
from the capital, and placed himsolf in opon rebellion ;
when his fuars were so vehemently excited, that Le applied
himself with the utmost cageruess to recover the friend-
ship of the English. 1o agreed to the recull of Ruymond’s
corps from the distriet of Kurpab ; and warmly solicited
tho return f the subsidiary force. The battalions were
ordered to join him with the greatest possible expedition ;

U In his Minute, 15th June, 1795,
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BOOK VI, but before they were able to arrive, an action had taken
usar, vir, place, in which Ali Jah was made prisoner. He did not

1795.

long survive his captivity.) The Nizam, however, enjoyed
but & few months’ tranquillity, when another member of
his family revolted, at the head of a large body of troops.
In quelling this rebellion, and recovering the fort of
Rachore, which the insurgents had occupied, the Fnglish
battalions had an opportunity of rendering conspicuous
service,

The Nizam, though brought again to a sufficient sense
of his dependance upon the English, could not help re-
flecting that from thern he had nothing to expect in seek-
ing the means of his defence against that insatiate neigh-
bour, whom nothing-less than his ruin would content;
nor could he forbear turning with particular favour to that
body of his troops, on whorm, in contending with the Mah-
rattas, his principal dependance must rest. The value of
M. Raymond’s corps had risen in his estimation by the
activity which it had displayed in the reduction of Ali
Jah., Its numbers and appointments were increased ;
additional lands for ite support were assigned to its com-
mander ; and arsenals and foundries were established for
its equipment. The abilities of M. Raymond qualified him
to improve the favourable sentiments of his prince ; the
discipline and equipment of his corps were carried to the
highest perfection, of which his circumstances would ad-
mit ; and his connexions with the principal officers of the
government were industriously cultivated and enlarged.
He was not anxious to avoid those little displays, by which
the fears and hatred of the English were most likely to be
inflamed. The colours of the French republic were borne
by his battalions ; and the cap of liberty was engraved on
their buttons, While a detachment of this corps was sta-
tioned on the frontier of the Company’s territories, a par-
tial mutiny was raised in a battalion of Madras sepoys.
Tt was ascribed, of course, to the intrigues of the abomi-
nable French officers. 'Whether this was, or was not the
fact ; two native commissioned officers, with a number of
men, went over to the French.

i According to Capt. Grant, Al Jah, unable to face his father, put an end
’%c‘)' his existence by poison before he reached the capital. Mahr. Hist. 3, H.—
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It was by no means without jealousy and apprehension, BOOK VI
that the English government beheld the progress of a ouar vm

French interest in the councils of the Nizam. That Prince
declared his readiness to dismiss the rival corps, provided
the English subsidiary foree was so increased, and its ser-
vice so regulated, as to vender it available for his defence.
This, however, the desire of standing fair with the Mah-
rattas dissuaded, and a succedaneum was devised. It was
thought expedicnt to encourage the entrance of Fuglish
adventurers into the service of the Nixzam, who might form
a viva! corps to counterbalance the French., But the Eng-
lish were less qualified than the French for this species of
adventure ; there was no man to be found whose abilities
and address could balance those of M, Raymond ; and this
project totally failed,

An event, in the meantime, occurred, which materially
affected the politics of this part of India. On the 27th of
October, 1795, happoned the death of the young Peshwa,
Madhoo Row ;* and intreduced the most serious divisions
among the Mabhratta chiefs. Nanah Furnavese desired to
place upon the vacant throne an infant whom he could
use as & tool. Bajee Rao, undoubted Leir, the son of
Ragoba, was supported by the influence of Sindiah. In
these circumstances, Nanah Furnuvese was anxious to
strengthen himself by the alliance of the Nizam. He re-
leased Azeum ul Omrah, opened & negotiation with that
mipister on behalf of his master ; and concluded a treaty,
by which all the cessions extorted at Kurdla were vesigned
In the meantime, Sindiah hastoned to Poonah, with an
army which his rival was unable to oppose; and Bajee
Row was plased upon the musnud of Poonah. The treaty
with the minister of the Nizaw was, of course, annulled ;
but & new one was concluded, by which the Nizam was
required to make good only one-fourth of the cessions
and payments which had been fixed by the convention of
Kurdla?

' Madhoo How, the Peishwa, although in his twenty-first year, was kept by
Nans Furnavoese, in a state of rigid control which preyed npon lis apirits, so
that 4 fixed melancholy seized on his mind, and on the yorning of the 20th
October, 1795, hs deliberately threw himself from a terrace in the palace, by
which he was o much hart that he died of the injuries he received, two days
afterwards. Mahr. Hist, 3, 126.—W,

2 These transseticns are very differently related by Capt, Grant. The
minister of the Nizaw was released, nos by Naua Furnavese, but by Parashrain
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The intercourse with Tippoo, during the administration
of Bir Johu Shove, was bounded by the exceution of the

*treaty of Scringapatam, When the sons of Tippoo were

restored,' the officer who conducted them was empowered
o make overtures towards a more amicable connection,
provided a favourable disposition appeared on the part of
the Sultan.  But the pride of that Prince was too much
wounded to consort with friendship ; and on this occa~
sion, the tyrant, as the English called him, disdained to
practise hypoerisy, e reccived the officer with frigid
civility,

Though Lord Cornwallis, upon taking the reins of the
Conpany’s government, had agreed with the Nabob of
Owde, that the goverument of lis country should be divi-
ded into two parks, of which the one, namely the business
of defence, and all trapsactions with foreign states, should
belong to the Comnpany, and the other, narmely, the inter-
nal administration, including the collection of the revenue,
the coercion of the people, and the distribution of justice,
should, without inferforence or control, belong to himself;
the English rulers had, nevertheless, observed the extra-
ordinary viees of hiis government with great solicitude, as
leading necessarily to that deselation of the country, with
which the payment of the Company’s subsidy would soon
be incompatible, On the visit of Lord Cornwallis to Luck-
now, in the first yoar of his administration, % T cannot,” ha
sald, ¥expross how much I was concerned, during my short
residence at the capital of the Vizr, and my progress
through his dominions, to be witness of the disordered
state of his finances and government, and of the desolatoed

Bhao the minister of Paonsh, with Sindish’s concurrence, the payment of whosa
troaps by & sum of muney tobe pald by the Nizam, wus the main bducement
to the liberation of his minister. In the subsequent intrignes by which Bajee
Rao was miule Veishwa, in opposition to Parashram Bhao, the Nizam took part
with Nunabh Farnavese, in congequence of which the treaty of Mhar was
formed. By this the Nizam euguged to uid Naua Furnavese with a consider~
able fyrce, and in return, the Mabratta relinguished the tevritory cedea by the
treaty of Kavdla, the bills which had been pranted for the MmMONey payments
then extorted, and acknowledged the clubus of the Nizam to certain districts
near Dethi, AW contested points were mutinlly abandoned, snd the Mahratta
clabmg were Lo be settled, in future, snnnally., The Chouth of the Subah of
Beder being congidered the private property of the Peishwa, Nana confined
himself to # promise of recommending that it should be given up when Bajee
Rao was restored o his authority.  Mahr. Hist. 3, 142, Note.—~W,
U 29th March, 3794,
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appearance of the country”' The Directors, with an ex- BOOK VI
traordinary candour, declared, that the vices of the native enar. vir,

governmens were not the only canse of thiy desolation ;
that for a ¢reab part of it the vicos of their own adiminis-
tration wers justly accountable.  “ Uuder a system,” they
say, ¥ defecrive in almost, every part of it, wnd the abuses
which arose out of that system, the present nufortunate
state of the country may, in onr opinion, be fairly atri-
buted to a combination of causcg.  Among these s a claim
which is new very wisely relingquished, of vight of proe-
emptions, aad of exemptions fromn dubies, in the provineo
of Oude ; made, and excrcised, by contractors employed in
providing the investment ; and which in the opinjon of
Lord Cornwallis, has essentially coutributed to its yuin,
The immense drain of specie from that country of late
years, amounting, from September, 1753, to February, 1794,
to the enormons sum of two croves and thivty-nine laes of
rupees, exclugive of what may have been sent down to
Caleutta to inswer the bills drawu for the payment of the
troops, and on private account, stands foremost in our
opinion, among the causes that ave operated so much to
itg prejudice”®  Though the Divectors saw but imper-
foctly the mode in which connexion with {heir govern-
muent had been ruinous to Oude, they had the merit of
tracing in a general way, the relation betweon canse and
effect.s

In the year 1792, died ITyder Teg Khan, the minister,
As the Nabob was a eipher in the hands of his wminister,
and the minister was a merce instroment in the hands of
the Company. this was an event which deeply interested
the Compuny’s government.  The Nabob appointed a
person of the name of Hossein Rezn Khan, who had en-
joyed the privcipal share of his confidence even in the
time of the deseased ministor, to exceute provisionally the
dutios of the vacant office.  As this person, however, wag

' Letter from Lord Cornwallis, dated, ¢ On the Qanges, 16th Nov, 1587 3"
Papers refating to India, printed by the House of Canunons in 1806, No 2, p. 4,
In the siue letter fds Lordship says, the Nabob, © urged, as applogies —that
whilst he was not cortain of the exteut of our demsends wpon hing, he had no
rewd intercst in beitgs ecotomicd in his expences 5 and that while werinterfered
in the internal wan reement of Tisattivs, his own anthority, asd that of his
miinisters, were despised by Lis oww sabjocts.”
2 Tlitical Letter to the Gov.-Gen, 8th April, 1789 printed papers, ut supra,
)“;L’l‘hu mystery is explained in a subsequent page.
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BOOK V1. but Jittle acquainted with the business of revenue, Raja
cuar. vir, Tickait Roy, to whom that business was confided under

1793.

Hyder Beg, was placed at the head of the financial depart-
ment, The final election remained till the pleasure of the
Governor-Cleneral should be known ; who satistied of the
inclination of both the men to rely upon the English
governmment, and not scquainted with any persons who
were better qualified, signified his approbation of the
choice of the Nubob; and, on condition of their good
behaviour, gave to the new ministers assurance of his
support. The influence of the new ministers was still
less able than that of their predecessors to limit either
the expenses of the Vizir, or the ruinous exactions upon
the people which those expenses, the Fnglish subsidy, and
the extortions of-the tax-gatherers imposed. TIn the
month of January, 1793, Lord. Cornwallis thought it
necessary to write to the Vizir a solemn letter of ex-
postulation and advice. % On my return,” said he, “from
the war in the Deccan, I had the mortification to find
that, after a period of five years, the evils which prevailed
at the beginning of that time had increased; that your
finances had fallen into a worse state by an enormous
accumulated debt ; that the same oppressions continue to
be exercised by rapacious and overgrown aumils towards
the ryots; and that not only the subjects and merchants
of your own dominions, but those residing under the
Company's protection suffered many exactions contrary
to the commorcial treaty from the custom-house officers
from Zemindars, Aumils, and others.”

The Governor-General then proceeded to pen advices,
which, though they were lost upon a sensual and profligate
prince, will not be lost upon the people of England. “As
in & state,” said he, “the evils that are practised, by the
lower class of men, are to be attributed to tho example
held out to them by their superiors, and to their con-
nivance, or to their weak government; soam I obliged to
ropresent, that all the oppressions and extortions com-
mitted by the Aumils on the peasantry, take their source
in the connivance and irregularitics of the administration
of Lucknow.”

His meaning, as he himself explains it, is, That an
expensive government is, by the very nature of things, an
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unjust and oppressive government; and that expense, BOOK V1,
when it proceeds to a certain pitch, is the canse, not of caar. vii.
misery ulome, but of ruin and desolation, ¢ Though the
Company’s subsidy,” said he, “is at present paid up with 1793
regularity. yet I cannot risk my reputation, nor negloct
my duty, by remaining a sileut spectator of evils which
will, in tle end, and perhaps that eud is not very remote,
render aburtive even your Excellency's earnest desive that
the subsidy should be punctually paid. Thus, I recom-
nmend economy in your own howsehold disbursements, as
the first neasure, whenee all obher corrections are to take
place.~T o not neglect the dignity of your station : nor
am I actusted by views for the Corapany’s subsidy only.
Your dignity does not flow from-a splendid retinue; and
unnecessary establishment of household servants, ele-
phants, swaptuous ceremonies, and other circumstances of
similar nature : But from a just and wise administration
of your government and finances,” 1

Just before the departure of Lord Cornwallis the new
ministers repaired to Calcutta; in order more fully to
explain the deplorable state in which the government and
population of the country were placed, and to pray for
counsel and support in condncting the affaivs of a prodigal
government and an impoverished people,  The Governor-
General, before leaving India, addressed to the Visir ane
other letter, of great length, from Madvas.  Tu this he
repeats, that the effects of an_expensive government are
two, First, the oppression and misery of the people ; and
secondly, the fall of the government itself. %1% is well
known,” says he; “not only throughout Hindustan, but
to all Europe, that the revenues of your Rseellency’s do-
nainions arc diminished beyond all conjecture.~——Does not
this consideration alarm your Exccllency '—Can any thing
but ruin result from suck circumstances? Are not these
facts a decisive proof of tyranny, cxtortion, and mis-
management, in the Aumils? And, what must be the
situation of the ryots who are placed under such people -
But your Excelleney knows, that the prayers of the op-
pressed ure attended to by the Almighty; and often
call down his vengeance upon their approssors.—History

! Letter from Lord Cornwallis to the Vizir, duted 29¢h Jan, 1793 ; printed
papers ut supra, p. 11—13.
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BOOK VL confirms the observation, by exhibiting innumerable
cnar.vn, examples of monarchies overturned, and families effaced

1795,

from the earth, by a violation of justice in tho sovereign,
or neglect in Liim to enforce its laws.”

He coutiimes; “The evils flowing from this source
would have been less felt, if, in proportion as the revenues
declined, a diminution of expenses had taken place, But
profusion, in fact, was the cause of the first evil; and the
continuance of it increased its magnitude.”

He adds, “All the world concurs in encomiums upon
the dignity and splendour which adorned the court of
your illustrions father ; but his splendour did not arise
from the gaudiness of equipage, from frivolous dissipation,
or from profuse expenditure. He well knew, that the best
ornament of soverciguty is jugtice : that due economy is
the source of orderand dignity: that the true splendour
of a comrt is derived from equity and wisdom.”

“I£7" says he, “the information which I have reccived
of the state of the country be true, the disorders exceed
all bounds, and all deseription. ' The consequence is, that
the revenues are collected, without system, by force of
arms ; that the Aumils (revenue agents) are left to plunder
uncontrouled ; and the ryots have no security from op-
pression, nor eans of redvess for injnstice exercised
upon them,”?

In May, 1794, Sir John Shore, in his lefter to the
Resident at Tncknow, said; “It has long been my anxious
wish, no less than that of my predecessor, the Mar-
quis Cornwallis, to provaill upon the Nabob Vizir to
arrange the internal administration of his country, and
establish it upon principles calculated to promote the
happiness of his subjects and the permanency of his own
authority, I cannot, thercfore, observe, without regret,
that his excellency does not appear to have adopted any
measures for this purpose, in consequence of the letter
addressed to him by Marquis Cornwallis from Madras, and
which T delivercd to his ministers in Calcutta, with the
most serious recommendation to them to use their utmost
exertions in giviug effeet to the adviee and recommenda-
tions of his Lordship.”

Fyzooilah Khan, the Rohilla chief, to whom the district

! Printed papers, ut supra, p. 16, 17, 19, 2 Ihid, p, M4e
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of Rumpore had becu preserved, at the time when the BOOK VI,
vest of lig nation were exterminated from the country to cuar. vin
which thay bLad given their name, died, at an advanced -
age, in 1794, leaving the country over which hie had ruled, 1799
in a high state of cultivation and prosperity. The succes-
sion wenl to Mohammed Ali, his cldest son, who was daly
confirmed by the Vizir, and acknowledged by the principal
Rohilla chiefs. }Mis younger brother Gholawr Mohammied,
an wnbitious man, contrived in a Iittle tine to get him
into his power; when he put him to death ; and sent a
Jarge present to the Vizr, with o promise of angmented
tribute, f e were confired in the governnment of Ram-
pore. Though the murdered prince left a son, in a state
of nonage, the Vizir was by no-means disinclined to the
proposit on of Gholaurmn Mohammed. 1 It was, however,
a procecling of too much importance to be concluded with-
out the permission of the British government ; and that
was refused.  The British troops; under Sir Robert Aber-
eromby, juined by such forces as the Vivzir could afford,
were ordered to march agaiust the usurper, and treat him
as a rebel. It wag the purpose of the Uovernor-General,
to wrest. the country entirely from the furnily of Fyzoollah
Khan, rotwithstanding the rights of the son of Moham-
med Ali, guaranteed by the British government:? and
notwithstunding the rights of the people of the Country
happy vuder the frugal government of the Rohilla chief]
menaced with misery and ruin under the exactions of the
Vizir, vo which, with a full knowledee of the circum-
stances, the British ruler was about to condemn them.
The rapidity of Sir Robert Abercromby anticipated the
arrival of the instructions which were forwarded to this
effect, A lattle was fought at Bitowrah, in which, after
making a partial impression uypon the Tritish line, the
Rohillas were defeated.  Negotiation followed, and an

b it muy be doubted if thore is sutticient anthority for this insinnation, Ac-
cordingg 1o Mastajuly K Solimmmed Alc was ot put to deathi yntil ofter the
Vizir’s irterference in his favour. @ A letrer having been veceived from the
Nawab Vizir, requiring Gholam Mohammed to send his brother to Lucknow
withaut delay, and threatening venpeance if the order were not abeved, the
conspiraiors decided on putting Mobmwumed Ali to death, and accordingly
Aunmed iWhan shot hiny while he slept.” It was then asserted that e had de-
stroyed himself, Imt the story was not ceredited, and Axopl ud Dowlah, with
hifs forees, attended by Mr. Cherry, innnediately marclied from Luacknow,
Life of ilafez Relimet Khan, 134,--W.,

3 Sir John Maleoln, Sketel of the Foliticul History of India, p. 193,

VOL, VL b




24

HISTORY OI" BRITISH INDIA,

BOOR VI arrangement wag made. The treasures of the late prince,
cuar vir. Fyzoollah Khan, were given up to the Visir. And a

1795,

Jjaghire of ten lacs of revetiue, under the express guarantee
of the English government, was granted to Ahmed Ali,
the son of Mohammed All.

The retrograde movement was uninterrupted in the
Nabol's affuirs. “The exigences of his government,” as
we are iuformed by the Directors, “were supplied by
loans, on terms increasing in proportion to the sums
demanded, and the discharge of once debt was offccted,
not from the revenue, but by contracting another of an
increasing interest.” The ministers Hussein Reza Khan,
and Raja Tickait Roy, had bocome odious to him, by
opposing obstructions to his will: and he accused them of
the embarrassments which had grown upon him during
their administration.  His desire. was to make Raja Jeeo
Lol his minister; who had been one of bis intimates for
several years, aud professed abgolute subserviency, The
aversion of the English government to this minion was
not unknown. The Nabob thercforec was advised to
assume the appearance of acting as his own minister ;
while the business and power, in reality, passed into the
hands of Jeeo Loll

The English troops, employed in the country of the
Vizir, were always on the increase. Instead of the single
brigade, which Tastings had pronounced sufficient, even
the two brigades, for which Lord Cornwallis had made
provision, in the subsidy of fifty lacs, were now exceeded.
In their digpatch of the 22nd of April, 1796, the Divcctors
commanded the two rogiments of native eavalry, serving
under the Presidency of Bengal, to be augmented to four;
and, “in order to relieve the Company from a consider-
able part of the cxpense, they directed that every possible
effort should be made to induce the Vizir to disband his
own uscless cavalry, and to apply a part of the sums
expended in their support to defraying a purt of the
charges which the Company ineurved by the proposed
augmentation?  With thiy proposition, the Vizir, at
first, wonld by no meang comply. And in March, 1797,

1 Colleetion of Treaties and Engagoments with the Native Princesand States
of Asia, &e, printed for the Fast Indis Compuny in 1812, p. 160—161.
3 Printed Papers, uf supra, p. 28.
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the Governor-Gieneral paid a visit to Tmcknow, for the BOOK VI
“two nvowed ohjecls,” as he himself expressed it, “of cmar.vn

indueing the Viziv to establish a reforn in his administra-
tion, and to pay purt of the new cavalry establishment,
which he had already peremptorily refused. The influ-
ence of the British ruler was not entirely without success;
an agreewent was obtained from the wretched Vizir to
add to bis former subsidy the expense of one Ruropean
and one aative reghineat of Fnglisl cavalry, provided the
annual auount should not exceed five and a half lacs of
rupees ; and Tuifuzel TTussein Khan, a man in whose
probity and talenls the Governor-General placed gveat
reliance, was appointed minister,!

Ouly o few wonths elapsed, when,after o short illness,
the Viziv expired. The oldest of his brothers was Saadut
Ali, who, in fear of intrigues, hud heen compellod to reside
on a pension at Benares. Fo the suceession of Mirza Alj
the eldest, son of Asoph wd Dowla, Baadut Ali offered ob-
joctions, asserting that neither L, nor any other of the
reputed childven of the lute Viaiy, wus really bis offspring;
and he wrgod his own pretengions to the vacant throne.
The arbiter in this great dispute was the Governor-CGiene-
ral, The acknowledgement of the date Vizir who had
treated Mirza All as his son and aneceessor; the umloubted
principle of the Moslem law, whichi renders that acknow-
ledgmens a valid title ; the acquiescence of the Begums,
the wife and mother of Asoph wd Dowla; the concurrence
of the capital; and the danger of adinitting reports on
the filiation of princes Lo decide the guestion of their sue-
cession, swayed the mind of the Governor-General ; und
Mirza, Ali, commanly known by the name of Vizir Al
was placed on the musnnd, and recognized by the English
government ws Nubob of Qude.

The yung sovercign had not long enjoyed his power
and dignity, when complaints wore received by the Go-
vernor-Cieneral, both respecting his title, and respecting
his conduct.  The situation of afluirs appeared to require
the presameo of thie English vuler; and he began his jour-
ney to Jucknow.  Upon his arrivul, he found a scene of
intrigue of extracrdinary activity, and extraordinary com-
plicatior, The clder Begum, having interfered with the

1 Printed Papers, ut supra, p. 28,
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BOOK VI. conduct of the Nabob, had been urged to return to Fyza-
cnar, vin bad; and animosity suceseded to friondship, Almas Ali

1797,

Khan, who had been an object of distrust to the British
government for many years, and forced to keep aloof from
public affairs, had so successfully employed his leisure, in
carrying on the business of renter, that a great proportion
of the country was now placed in his hands: and he was
the most powerful individual in the statc. Upon her
quarrel with the Nabob, the Begum had resigned hergelf
to the councils of this man; who advised an apparent
reconciliation with the Nabob, “On my arrival at Luck-
now,” says the Governor-General, “the confederacy be-
tween the Nabob and Begum appeared indissoluble, and it
was the opinion of the minister that they could not be
disunited. "The privcipal adviser of the Begum was Almas,
cither directly, or through (her principal eunuch) Jewahur
A¥ Khan. And Hossein Reza Khan, and Tickait Roy,
ranged under their banners.  With the Nabob, his father-
in-law, Sherf Ali Kban, was supposed to have the most
influence. The object of all partios was to oppose the
English influence.”

Pregently tho views of the actors began to disclose
themselves, And a malady which attacked the Nabob,
the mensles, or small-pox, shortly after the arrival of the
Governor-General, afforded a favourable opportunity for
intrigue—*I confess,” says the Governor-General, ©with-
out reserve, that I never was involved in a scene of more
porplexity and profligacy.”

“«On tho 29th of December,” (I still use the language
of the Governor-General's report,)  Almas, who had most
sedulously studied’appearances, waited on the minister,
and entered into conferences with him which lasted several
days. He began with strong complaints of the conduct
of Vizir Ali, whom he designated by a most opprobrious
term. He gpoke of him as spurious and profligate ; as a
man who would ruin the country by his vices and pro-
fusion. He mentioned the earnost wish of the Begum
and himsclf, that he should be deposed, and somo one of
the sons of Suja ud Dowla, be placed on the musnud, ex-
cluding all the sons of Asoph ud Dowla, as spurious.” The
same representations were successively repeatoed to the
Governor-General, and to the Governor-General in com-
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pany with the Commander-in-Chief. Mirza Jungly, a BOOK VL
brother »f the late Nabob, younger than Saadut All, was cuar. vin

the person whom the Begum and Almas combined in re-
commending. Aud “a large pecuniary sacrifice,” says the
Governo-Gieneral, “ was promised, as a compensation for
1oy acquiescence.”—“ Almas,” he continues, “acts in the
nawme of the Bogum ; and while he pretends to disavow,
on her part, all wish to interfere in the administration,
his propositions to me were directly caloulated to place it
in her power.”

Greal industry and skill had been employed in prepos-
sessing the mind of the Governor-Geueral wiih the most
unfavoinable opinion of the young Nabob, as a man he-
tweon whose character and the interests of the English
an irreconcileable contraviety was placed: He was vepre-
sented as extremcly profuse ! in his expenditure, and
thercfore, likely to absorb the funds from which annual
payments to the English nuight proceed ; as of a violent,
ungovernable will, and therefore unlikely to be obedient
to the Knglish; und finally, as altogether averse to the
English, and likely to use hig utmost endeavours to free
himse!f from their yoke.

The bolief of these representations, communicated” to
the Gavernor-Creneral, appears to have ducided the ques-
tion. It prepared his mind for amexing weight to any
evidence which might bo preforred of the spuriousuess of
the man whom he wished not to reign. It was no objec-
tion 1o the legitimacy of the Nubob, that he was not the
son of tho Begum, who had no child j that he wag the son
of a famale, menially cuployed in the zenana, He was
acknowledged by Aseph ud Dowla as his son, and, accord-
ing to the laws of the Moslems, that was enough. Tehsecn
Al Khan, however, a coulidential ennuch of the lute Vizir,
told the following story : that the mother of Vizir Ali had
& husband of her own vauk ; was unever confined to the
zenana, but quitted it daily, as is customary with menials
of the same description, and went fo her husband’s house ;
that Vizir Ali was not the son of the Nabob, hut pur-
chared of his mother for 500 rapees after his birth
that it was customary for the Nabob, having no progeny,
to pnrchase women who were prognant, and bring up
the:r children as his own ; and that this was the origin of

1797,
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BOOK VI, all the children who were now regarded as the offspring of
cuar. vit. Agoph ud Dowla!

1797,

In this statement, the only point of real importance
was, whether Asoph ud Dowla was, or thought that he was,
the father of the child produced by the mother of Vizir
Ali.  Tehscen Ali Khan said, that he was not, and did not
know of her preguancy till after the birth of the child.
And upon this story, told privately to the Governor-
General by Tehscen, who complained of having heen
treated with injustice by the Nabob, and who might have
been suborned by his enemies ; told without confrontation
with the public, without confrontation with the Nabob,
without crosg examination, withoul counter cvidence,
without hearing anything the party affvcted might have
to adduce in hig behalf, without pushing the inquiry by
examination of other persons 1o whom the scerets of the
genana might be known, and corroborated only by what
ho was fold was the public opinion, did the Governor-
General declare, that u man whom be had acknowledged
as Nabob of Oude, and'who succceded to the throne with
the apparent concurrence of all ranks, excopt the single
voice of Sandut Ali, was not the son of the late Vizir, and
ought to be displaced from the throne,

It is impossible to read the account’ of this transaction,
drawn up by the Governor-General, and not to be im-
pressed with a conviction of his sincerity, and his desire
to do justice. DBut it is easy also to porceive how much
his understanding was bewildered ; and impossible not to
confess that he decided against the unfortunate Nabob the
great questiou of a kingdom, npon evidence upon which a
court of English law would not have decided against him
a question of a few pounds.”

t Minute of Sir John Shore, detailing the measures which led to the deposi-
tion of Vizir Ali, &c., printed papers, ut supra, No. Lo p. 1,

2 The tale of Tehseen, said the Governor-General, concorded with public
opinion, But what knew the Governor-General about the public opinjon of
Oude, except what he was told ? - And what was he told, except by a few indi-
viduals who surrounded Liw; and who concurved, foy 4 OWD purposes, in
wishing Vizir Ali to he deposed? The ntinost that can be said for the tale of
Tehseen ig, that it 1x not in itself ineredible, or, perhaps, improbable, Dut
that was not the guestion,  The only guestion was, whether there wus or was
1ot evidence to estalnish the allegations.  Undoubtedly his private conversa-
tion with the Governor-General, aided by what a few mdividuals told the Go-
vernor-Gieneral about public opinton-—- was not evidence suflicient to vest
allegntions with the claeacter of tacts.—M.

The corvoborative evidence was not what the Gevernor-General was told by
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When the resolution of deposing Vizie Ali was taken, BOOK VI
the choice of a4 successor was easily made. Saadub Ali coae. vo,
was the eidest surviviug son of Suja-ad-dowls ; and wonld  —————

not, as M rza Jungly, become a tool in the hands of the
Begum and Alwas. When the treaty proposed by the
Governor General was commuuicated 1o Saadut Al it was
not the tme to dispute about terms. 1le gave his consent
to every particular. He then proceeded to Cawnypore 3
front which he was oscorted Dy a Targe body of Haropean
troops to Jacknow. The military foree of the countery
was almost wholly Tuglish,  The Nabol was, therslore,
completely  helpless ; aud Saadut Al was proclaimed,
without opposition, on the 21st of January, 1708,

The terms, to which he had at first asseuted, were some-
what modified after he came to the throue. Tt was finally
established, that the aunual subsidy should bo raised to
seventy-six lucs of rupees, aid that the fort of Allababad
should be wiade over o the Kaglish. Tt was also arranged
thut the regular mmount of the English forces stationed
in Oude should be 10,000 men, meluding all descriplions ;
that, i¥ ab any time the anwunt should exoeod 13,000
men, the expeuse of all tlie troops above that number
should be defrayed by the Nabob ; if it-should fall below
8000 a proportional reduction should bo wade, The Nabob
turthe : agreed, to pay twelve lacs of rupees to the Lng-
lishy a4 compensation money, for the expense of placing
him en the musnud ; and not, without their consent, to
hold comnmuuication with any fordign stute, to cmploy no
Buropeans in his service, or to permit any to settle in his
domirions.  Finally he agreed to allow a Juc and 4 half of
rapees as an annual pension to the depased Vizir Ali, who
was ranoved to Benares; and to afford a suitabie main-
tenance to the rest ol the reputed children of his hrother
the deccased Nabobh,?

The transaction had one attractive featuro ; that of gain

disinterested persons tn be the public vpinion only, but it was their own belief
and convietion,  Various mdividuds were consudted, of whomw Ny Were i~
partia: witnesses, and they conenrred in the opirionof the public, the necurey
of wliel is never guestioned in ludin, There is to doalt that Visir Al Wiis
not the son of Asopli-nd-dowla, and his maintenance on the threne would have
heen - he perpetation of an avt of great injustive to Sadat A, See Minate of
Governor ueneral, printed i the Ist Vo), of the Asiatic Regigtor.—~ W

¥ Printed apers, ub supra, p. 19~-22,—Colloction of Treatics, ut suprs,
p. 177
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BOOK VI to the Company : and it recoived the most cordial appro-
cHAr. viL bation of the powers, ministerial and divectovial, at home.

1798,

The political letter to Bengal, dated 15th May, 1799, after
a full commentary upon the proeeedings, thus dcclares :
“JITaving taken this genoral view of the subject, with a
minuate attention, however, to all the papers and proceed-
ings, we are, upon the whole, decidedly of opinion, that
the late CGovernor-General, Lord Teignmouth, in a most
arduous situation, and under circumstaunces of such deli-
cacy and embarrassment, conducted himself with great
temper, impartiality, ability, and firmness ; and that he
finished a long course of faithful services by planning and
carrying into cxecution an arrangement, which not only
redounds highly to his own honour, but which will also
operate to the rveciprocal advantage of the Company, and
the Nabob Vizir.”!

On the Ist of August; 1792, Sir Charles Oakely sue-
ceeded General Medows, as' Governor of Fort St. George,
and President of the Council at Madras. Sir Charles
remained in the government till the 7th of Scptember,
1794, when Tovd Hobart was placed at the head of the
Carnatic Presidency. . On the 13th of Ocbober, 1795,
died, at the ago of seventy-eight, the Nabob Mohammed
Ali, Wala Jah 3 and was succeeded by Omdut ul Omrah,
his eldest son.  From the date of the treaty, framed by
Lord Cornwallis in 1792, the payments of the Nuabob,
being in the years:of peace, had, through the ageney of
the money-lenders, been regular.  But the country, made
over to the cruel cxactions of this description of men,
had rapidly deelined. The continued operation of the
same causes threatened to extinguish the resources of the
government ; and, though no attempt had been made to
ameliorate the state of affairs during the life of Moham-
med All, the suceession of Omdut ul Omrah appeared to
Lord Hobart to present a favourable opportunity for in-
trodueing those reforma of which the necessity had become
80 urgent.

On the 24th of the same month in which the Nabob
died, tho President deemed it expedient to place on record,
by a Minute in Council, & description of the ruinous course
into which affairs had proceeded, under the arrangerment

1 Printed Papers, ut supra, p. 31,
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of 1792, The svurce of the evil was lald in “ the usurious BOOK VL
loans, which,” says he, “it las long been the practice, vmar. vii

principally among the European gentlemen of the Presi-
dency, to make to the Durbar for mortgiges upon the
different provinees of the Carnatie” Some of the prin-
cipal houses of business at Madras, said the (fovernor,
or even some of the Company’s servants, enter into an
agreen.ent with the Nabob for the payment of the sums
which muy have become due to the Compuny’s treasury,
They receive a mortgage upon a portion of the territory
To rerder this availing, they stipulate for the appoint-
ment of the wanager of the territory. It is also requisite
to establish an understunding with the military com-
mandivg officer of the disbrict.  And, then, the chain of
power is complete. Then, the unhappy ryots are delivered
over tn the uncoutrolled operations of men who have an
interest in nothing but oxacting the greatest sums in the
shortest time, of wen, “hardensd by practice, and with
conscienees Julled to rest by the delusive opiate of interest
upon interest.”!

It is not in the way of direct exaction alone, that the
mischief was accomplished.. « Anothor cudeavour,” says
the Prosident, “of those engaged in o concern of this na-
ture ix to enhance the price of grain by artificial means,
lest the ordinary price of - that avticle, the sole sub-
sistence of the natives, should fuil to auswer the large
advance of money, and the exorbitant advantage expected
upon Jt, by the soukurs,” or subordinate money-lenders,
to whese ruinous assistance the ryots were compelled to
have recourse. “The means of effecting this purpose,”’
continaes the magistrate, “is casy ; for the nocessitons
condit.on of the ryots compels them to dispose of their
grain «s soon as it comes Into their possession, in order
to satisfy the urgent demands upon them which T have
already desoribed : the purchasers of this grain wonopo-
lize it, uutil the demand advances the prico. 1f, towards
the expiration of the season, any part of the grain should
yet vemain on hand, the expedient is, to divide the whole
quantity, in whatever condition it may be, amoug the
inhabitants : and the people are compelled (in general

! Papers veluting to the Affairs of the Carnatic, No. 2; printed by order of
the Houne of Comnong, in 1803,
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the manufacturers) to take it at a valuation considerably
above the market price.”

Such wag the general course of oppression,  The modes
were infinite.  “The subject,” says the indignant Governor,
“is exhiaustless!

“ After this exposition, no comment,” he cries, “can be
required, to show thst this species of government, if it
deserves the name of govermmnent, containg the most
grievous oppression of the people, the certain impoverish-
ment of the country, and, consequently, the inevitable
decay of revenue.”

A fact is here very foreibly urged upon our attention,
of which it is important to find the truc cxplanation.
Under their dependence upon the Inglish government,
it has heen scen, that the people of Oude and the Carnatic
two of the noblest portions of India, were, by misgovern-
ment, plunged into a state of wretchedness, with which
no other part of India, hardly any part of the earth, had
anything to compave, In what manner did the depend-
ence of the native states upon the English tend to produce
those horrid effects 2 The difficulty of the answer is not
very great. The oppressiony of the native governments
wore limited by their weakness. When they reccived the
use of English strength, their oppressions were limited
by nothing, buat the physical powers of the people to
exist under oppression. 8o ill has the seience of govern-
ment been hitherto understood, that under all the govern-
ments which ever yet/existed, cxcept perhaps one or two,
there is no regular and eflective restraint upon bad
government, except from the dread of the insurrection
and rebellion of the people.  In the governments of Asia,
this produces no incongiderable effects ; as the frequent
rovolutions and changes of dynasty abundantly demon-

1 4% Tghould hesitate,”hie says,* to advance, if T was not supported by the anthor-
ity of public record, that during a late scarcity of grain in the southern provinces,
the Manager had the hardiness to write a pnblie complaiut to the Company’s
eollector, suainst the Polywars, for selling grain to the inhabitants.— Nor was
the evil removed, withont the interposition of this governioent, who by send-
ing vessels loaded with grain, induced the monopolizers, from regard to their
own interests, to restore their nsiual supplies to the market.”  1le widds, * As
the means of cultivation decrease, the price of grain iz enhaneed;—-and it is a
notorious, hut inhuman maxim of eastern finances, [ Query, how wuch it differs
Jrom the privciple of an English eorn luw]—-that a time of scarveity is more pro-
ductive to the Sivkar than a time of plenty, owing to the price ai which the
diminishied quantity is sold.”  L'apers, ut supra.
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strate.  When misery had produced disaffection, and BOOK VL
disaffection had iuereased to o cortain height, there was ciar.vin
generally some popular leader who offered himself to the ————

nation as an instrament of reveuge, and cast the unworthy
possessor {eorn his throne.  The progress, in general, was
rapid and vasy, When oppression produced a decline of
revenug, the evident instability of the government doterred
lenders ; money became wanting to pay the troops; the
troops first clamoured and then wutinied ; the voice of
tho natior juined that of the army; a yevolution took
place ; anc. commonly, for two or three generations, the
new fumily governed comparatively well.  Among the
small sovereigntios of India, misgovermment produced
weaknesy, and weakness invited condquest.  The misgo-
verument, for example, of the Carnatic-and Oude, wonld
infallibly have produced the conguest, of the one by
Tippoo, and of the other by the Mahrattas : and a3 a
prince was commonly strong, only because hie governed
well, to he conquered was among the happiest results
which the people knew. Till; indeed, governments atiain
that high pitch of excellence; at which they really per-
form, in the best manner, and at the cheapuest rate, the
services of government to the people, all changes are, in
general, for the good of the people. Tl is tlie stability
of goveranents, which, before thig state of excellence,
human nature has to droad.  Now, it is ovident that when
the uncoatrollable force of a Dritish army is lent toan
Indian prince, his subjects are immediately placed without
the pale of hope. The Prince is completely set above
the only fears, which, in his situation, coull operate as
a restraiit upon his disposition to oppress ; that of in-
surreetion, and thal of beiug conquered. The source of
almost al oppression, in Asiatic and Buropean govern-
ments alike, is the rage of extorting more and mwore of
their earnings from the people. This passion, instead of
being abuted by tho comnexion with the English, is pro-
digiously inflamed : when the tributary prince is carvied
to all the cxcesses of taxation, not ouly by his own ra-
pacity, but the necessity of supplying the enormous de-
mands of his Karopean masters ; and when his soldiers,
as well as people, are kept in abject and hopeless subjection
by the terror of Kuropean arms,

1795,
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The progress of this appression produced in the English
any determinate resolution of reform, only when the viai-
ble desolation of the country presented the prospect of
a rapidly approaching moment, at which the English
subsidy could no longer be found. We have seen what
anticipations of this disastrous period the English rulers
had already expressed with regard to Oude. The danger
was still more imminent in the case of the Carnatic, “I
cannot,” says Lord Hobart, “but look with extreme anxiety
to the nature of the security, provided by the treaty of
1792, for thiose resources on which the British interests
on the coast of Coromandel materially depend. I cannot
but see that tho present system of collecting the reve-
nues of the Carnatic manifestly invalidates that security :
and that, whenever a failure way happen in the payment
of his Highness’s kists, we shall in vain have recourse to
it for the recovery of the defalcation.”

A palliative, if not a remedy, suggested itself, in the
prohibition of loans $o the Nubob by Kuropeans; because,
“though the dealings of Soukars (native moncy-lendors)
in the collection of revenue, were not of recent establish-
ment, yet the terms of loans had never been carried to
80 usurious an extent as 'since the practice had been in-
troduced among Europcans.”

This, however, the Governor declared to be ineffectual.
“The prohibitory orders hitherto published, have,” he
says, “all failed of their object. Because the evasion of
them is casy to Europeans, through the agency of their
native servant ; and because the enormous profits which
arise from those usurions loans, hold out an irresistible
temptation to adventurers. To prohibit the intercourse
of Buropeans at the Durbar is ineffectual. Other chan-
nels of communication are open ; and the superintendent
of & usurious loan at Palamcotah conveys his demands
to the ears of the Nabob with no less certainty than he
who lives in the precincts of Chepank. As long, there-
fore, as his Ilighness shall be so regardless of his true
interests, as to deliver up his provinces, and his people, to
public depredation, so long will there be found men, who,
in the pursuit of extravagant advantages, will overleap
the bounds of discretion and moral obligation.”

In these circumstances, what is to be done 3 “So des-



MANAGEMENT OF ASSIGNED DISTRICTS.

45

perate a malady,” said the Prosident, “requires a remedy BOOK VL
that shall reach its source, And I have no hesitation in CHAP. VIL

stating ray opinion, that there is no modo of eradicuting
the discase, but by removing the original cause 3 and
placing those districts, which are pledged for the security
of his kists, beyond the reach of his Highnesys manage-
ment ;” in other words, assuming the collection of the
revenue, and the whole of the interual government. And
even this was a partiul remedy ; for thongh it might alle-
viate the distress of those partienlar distriets, it left the
remaindar of the country to all the deplorable conse-
quences of the misgovernment of the Nubob,

The Covernor deseribes, in a style instructive for other
occasions, the tissuo of interests by which radical reform
was opposed.  “The disposition:” says. ho, “which his
Highness hay already evineed to oppose such an arrange-
ment, leaves me no doubto of the real cause, Tt is not
possible to calculate the extent and variety of intevests
which are involved in this one pursuit.  And, though
they aro subdivided in every dircetion of the Carnatic,
yet at the call of danger they all rally round o comnmon
ceutre. Tho great houses of business, who ave the prin-
cipal money-lenders at the Durbar, boxrow from indi-
viduals, who, though not absolutely cngaged in the loau
itself, are purtakers of the speculation in a remote degree,
and foc,, wlth no loss sensibility thau their priuci pals, the
approach of danger, Stmalarity of interest makes « cormvmon
cause ; and the great body of interest which is condensed
upon this principle, is uniformly exerted to support his
Highness in an inflexiblo resistance againgt a melioration
of systsm, and to oppose a reformation which 1 eousider
essentiu to the national welfarc.”t This representation
is the raore worthy of regard, as it is applicable, sautalis
mutanc'is, to every povernment under the sun, in which
there is necd of reform,

On the day following the date of the Minute from which
these particulurs have been takou, the Governor of Fort
8t. George addressed a letter to the Governor-Coneral in
Council, in which he represents, that, in consequence of
several communications which he bad with Mr. Dundas,
and with Lord Cornwallis, before leaving England, respect-

! See the Minute of Lord Hobart, printed papers, ut supra, p. 99—104,

17935,
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BOOK VL ing the necessity of a change in that state of things
citap, v, which was established by the treaty of 1792, he lad

1795,

opened o negotiation for that purpose with Omdut ul
Qmurah ; and that he had not communicated his intention
to the Supreme Government, or waited for its concurrence,
on account of the intrigues of those who, from personal
interest, endeavoured to prevent the accomplishment of
his object,

The first of the points which the Governor endeavoured
to gain, was the transfer of the collections, including all
the powers of internal government, in the districts pledged
for the subsidy. Tho benefits would be; to the Nabob,
the saving of the exorbitant interest which the usurers
received ; to the people; deliverance from extortion ; to
the Comypany, security uguinst the desolation of the coun-
try. The second-point regarded the Southern Polygars.
The right of collecting the tribute from tho country of
the Polygars had been yielded to the Company by the
treaty of 1792, but the nominal right of sovereignty
reserved to the Nubob.  This proved a source of obstruc-
tion to the right ordering of the country ; and the Gover-
nor was desirous of secing it resigned, In the third
place, he cndeavoured to obtain the cesvion of the forts
in the Caruatic, which, according to an expression in the
treaty of Cornwallis, were to be garrisoned by the troops
of the Cowpany.

To obtain the consent of the Nabob, Lord Hobart
offered to relinquish certain claims, to the amount of
thirty lacs of pagodas, or more. The influcnce of those
who had opposite interests prevailed. “It has been with
the decpest regret,” said the Governor, “that 1 have found
the Nabob unmoved by my entreaties and remonstrances
upon this subject : not that he has been insensible to the
justice and expedieney of what I have proposed ; but, as he
has candidly confessed at several interviews with rue, that
he has not the resolution to comply; informing me that
his nalive ministers and Europoan advisors, so perplexed,
plagued, and intimidated him, that he could not venture
upon the weasure, notwithstanding his conviction that he
ought to do so.”?

b President’s Minute in Council, 24th November, 17955 Printed Tapers, ut
supra, p. 104, Lord Hobart felt what reformers are sure to experience,
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The Manbers of the Supreme Government carvied their BOOK VI,
expectations  even further than the President of the cnap, vin

Council of Madras ; for no soonoer was the decease of the
preceding Nubob known, than they sent to that Qovernor
their inst-uctions, dated the 28th of October, 1795, to
endeavour Lo obtain the consent of Omdut ul Owrah to
the cession of all his territorics.

Upon tle failure of Lis cudeavours to obtain the con-
currence «{ the Nabob, Lord obat intimated his inten-
tion, to asswne the district of Tinivelly, for the lignidation
of the del t termert the cavalry loan 5 and to insist upon
possession of the Carnatic forls. o this the Suprewe
tovernment objected, as an lndivect made of compelling
the Nabol., They argued, thal the treaty, in whicl that
loan was not mentioned, gave no right.to any assumption
of territory for its liguidation; and, although the treaty
did say alsolutely, and without any specificntion either of
time or ¢l cumstances, that “all the forts In the Carnatic
were to be garrisoned with the troops of the Company ;”
as some cuse had not occurred which was specified in one
of the negolinting letters of Lord Cormwallis, the Supreme
Jovernment contendoed that even Uhis measure it was not
lawful to cuforce.

Lord Hoburt was of opinion, that the Nabob had him-
self infringed the treaty, and theroby liberated the Com-
pany froia its engagements, by granting assigninents,
which the treaty prohibited, upon the districts mortgaged
for sccurizy of his annual: payments: that self-preserva-
tion, threstencd by the rapid desolation of the country,
and the liss of resources which it hmplied, justified the
Company nsuch interference as the necessity of the case
required @ and, above all, that the people of the Carnatie,
to whom, beside the claing of Tumanity, it would be

wherever the interests opposed to reforn confinue to exist: *1 am awars,”
said he, “Cof the monerous enemies who will shict up against me, for the part
I have taken,  Bot Uhave a shicld tn the conscionsness of an honest execution
of my duty, which bluuts their arvows, and which will nlthnately render all
their eftorts inpotent and unavailable. -1 have forborne to bring {orward the
names of individuals, not beeause ¥ am not able to do so, hng because the sub-
jeet s above petsonal considerations.—Tet those who have amassed wealth, by
such means, «njoy itag well ag they can. Let it be my pride to have paid this
trilatte to sufbaing himanity, by deterving others from the eotntission of sime
ilar enormitie.”  1hid.  The enemies of retonn in Indis, and the enemics of
reform in England, are of one and the same coste.

1705,
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BOOK VL infamous to suppose, that the Company had not, by
cuav, vir. gharing the fruita of their labour, contracted sacred obli-

1795.

gations, ought not to be sacrificed in millions, to any
obligations, to any one man, which it was possible to
coutract.

On this suhject, the Supreme Government declared
“that their principles were fairly at issue with those of
the Governor of Fort St. George,” and appealed to the
authorities at home. That jealousy, which was so apt to
arise between the heads of the two Presidencies, especially
when the head of the Supreme was inferior in rank to the
head of the subordinate government, appears on this oc-
casion to have imbittered the opposition of the Governor-
General. In the address from the Supreme Government
to the Court of Directors commenting upon the argu-
ments of the Governor of Tort St, George, it is said ; “On
the language ‘of “declamation or intemperance we shall
never animadvert, unless it becomes necessary to the
support of the authority of the Supreme Government ;
leaving if, on this, a3 on former occasions, to the observa-
tion and notice of your Honourable Court.” On this ex-
pression Lord Hobart remarked ; “If I am not to defend
my conduct, when attacked —attacked in terms, not indeed
of intemperance and declamation, but of cool, deliberate
censure and severity, impeaching my character,as a public
servant, in a mwanner not possible to be misunderstood, I
am placed in a situation wholly incompatible with a due
regard to my own reputation.”

As for the principles stated by the Supreme Govern-
ment as in opposition to his, he remarked that they
could only be useful, in as far as they afforded “rules
sufficiently definite to refer to, when exigencies called for
specific measures of government; but that principles,
professedly admitting of deviation, fluctuating with cir-
cumstances, neither alluded to, nor enumerated, but to be
estimated, as they arige, by the existing government—the
propriety, or impropriety of that estimation to depend,
not upon precedent, analogy, or any written law, but upon
the subsequent opinion of the world—can never be pro-
ductive of those beneficial effects, avowedly sought for by
the Supreme Board” ! In this instance, the Governor of

! Letter from Yord Hobart to the Court of Directors; printed papers, ug
supra, p. 87=83,
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Fort 8t George saw clearly, and justly exposcd, the futility BOOK V1.
of those loose and indefinite expressions of obligation, cwap. vin
which are so fondly and frequently made use of by tho
half-informed persons at the heads of governmunts; ex-
pressicns which are so offectual in misleading their under-
standings ; but, at the same time, so fortunately adapted
to enlarge the sphere of their arbitrary power,

Though, by the compound opposition of the Supreme
Govertment, and of the powerful class of individuals
whose profit depended upon the misgovernment of the
countrr, no reforin could be introduced, the war, which
the progress of the French revolution brought on with
the Dutch, provided for the Governor a sort of triumph,
to which the encmies of reformy, that is, of mankind, have
seldom any objection. In 1795, an armament was fitted
out at Madras, which, aided by a squadron of Lis Majesty’s
flect under Admiral Ranier, completely reduced the sete
tlements of the Duteh, on Ceylon, Malacea, Banda, and
Amboyna, without any incident of sufficicut importance
to require a particular desoription.. Their posscssious on
the Peninsula were likewise subduced; Cochin, after a
greab resistance.  And their grand settleruent at the Cape
of Good Nope fell into the hands of the English, the same
year. n 1797, preparvation was mnade for expeditions
against Mauritius, and the Spanish settloment of Manilla.
The first division of the armament against. Manills had
actually sailed to Penang, the port of rendezvous; when
the accounts received of the treaty of Cumpo Formio,
and the suspicions excited of Tippoo and the Mahrattas,
frightened the government, after ineurring the expense,
into a renunciation of both enterprises.

In the beginning of the year 1798, Sir John Slhore, who
had been raised to the peerage, by the title of Lovd Teign-
mouth, resigned the government of Tidia, wind wailed for
England.  Lord Clive, whoe was appointed to suceced Lovd
Hobart in December, 1797, arrived ab Mudras on the 21st
of August, 1798.

1795.
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CHAPTER VIIL

Lord Mornington Governor-General—Agents of Tippoo at
the Isle of France.—Governor-General resolves on tmme-
diate War—Tmport of the Circumstances.—Opinions in
India—Nizam Al receives more Finglish Troops and
dismisses the French.—Unfruitful Negotiations at Poo-
nah,— 'rogression of Governor-General’s Demands.—
War begins—DPlan of the Campaign.—March of ihe
Army—Niege of Seringapatam—Alurming Situation of
the British. Army in regard to Food—Seringapatam
taken, and the Sultan killed —Division and Settlement of
the conquered Country,

HEN the play._of private interest is not instructive,

either by the inferences which may be drawn from
it, or by the consequences to which it leads, it escapes the
curiosity of the historian, whose views are directed by
utility alone, Whatever gshare ministerial intrigues may
have had, in the fluctuations of council, which attended
the choice of a new Governor-General, it is sufficient for
us to relate, that after lord Hobart was appointed, on the
23rd of October, 1793, to be Governor at Madras, he was
nominated, on the 24th of December, in the same year, to
succeed the Marquis Cornwallis, as Governor-General of
India. That, enjoying honourable and affluent prospects
at home, and at that time filling an office of high dignity
and trust, Lord Hobart would not have left his country
for less than the assurance of the highest place in India,
was well understood.  Ministerial volition, of course, was
the origin of both the one appointment and the other.
The administration, however, of Sir John Shore, who suc-
ceeded to the place of Governor-General, as senior mem-
ber of the couneil, immediately upon the resignation of
Lord Cornwallis, was not interrupted till the month of
March, in the year 1797; when Lord Cornwallis was
nominated a second time to fill the offices of Governor-
Gencral and Commander-in-Chief. The appointment was
announced to the different Presidencies in India; and
measure so oxtraordinary, seemed to declare that ther
wag something extraordinary in the cause of it. Extra
ordinary as it was, it remained without effect. In the
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month of October of the same year, it was notified to the BOOK VI
differont Presidencies, that the larl of Morniungton was cuar. v
appoiated to be Governor-General, in liew of Marquis
Jornviallis,  He was appointed, it was said, “under cir- 1744
cumstauces, and for reasons, of & peculiar nature” The
Direerors ndded, that “ various circamstances had induced

the Marquis to resign his appointments.”?  Such were the
mysterions terms to which the actors thought fit to con-

fine themselves,

The Karl of Mornington had recently  distingunished

himgelf by a brilliant speech in the Tlouse of Lovds
against Jacobinism, which recommended him to the
ministry, a8 a personage both of good prineiples, and of
good abilities. The breach of faith to Lord Tobart it
was proposed to compensate, viz. by noney ; and that out
of the Company’s purse. - A proposition was brought
forward for bestowing upon him a pension of 1500Z per
anuuni, and this, after being: onee rejected in the (fenera]
Court, was, nevertheless, by the due application of in-
fluence, finally confirmed, The Directors, when pushed
for thedr veasons, hinted, that the abtempt of Lord Uobart
to transfer to the Company the civil, as well as the mili-
tary, government of the Caruatic, was, in some way, which
they suid it was delicate to explain, tiie ‘cauge which ren-
dered it inexpedient that he should continue louger in
India. “That abtewnpt,” they ohserved, * whother owing
to the ardonr of Lord tHobart, or some other cause, un-
fortunately failed. This fuiluve involeed Lis Lordship in
ah alborcation with the Suprome (overnment ; upon
which she Court of Directors thought it right to support
theiv Govornor-General, and to veeal] Lord Hobart,":

Lord Morninglon arvived at Culeutta on the 17th of
May, 1798, carrying out with him o wind more than
usually inflamed with the ministerial passions then burn.
ing in England ; and in 3 state peeuliarly apt to be seized
both with dread and with Latred of any power that wag
French.  1Ilv had pussessed but little time for acquainting

' Public Letter to Fort St. George, 18th Oct. 1747, Papors relating to the
Carnatic, ordered by the House of Commons to he printed 10th August, 1803,
i, 244,

# Speceh of the Chaivman in the Geneynl Court, 61h Feb, 1798,

3 : See the
Report of -he pebate, in the Asiutic Annual Registey, vol, i,
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BOOK VL himself with the complicated affairs of India,! when all his
UTAP. VIIL gtiention was atiracted to a particular point, On the 8th

1798,

of Juue, about three weeks after his arrival, a paper was
received at Caleutta, which purported to be a proclama-
tion issued Ly the Covernor at the Isle of France. The
paper imported, that two ambassadors had arrived from
Tippoo Sultan, with letters addressed to the constituted
authorities of the island, and despatches to be forwarded
to the government of France ; that the object of the em-
bassy was, to propose an alliance offensive and defonsive
with the French ; and to request a supply of troops for
the purpose of a war against the English; a war, which,
with an earnest desire to expel the said English from
India, the Sultan wag ready to commence, as soon as the
French should arrive to assist him, Tho proclamation
then invited the eitizens to offer their services, on the
liberal terms which the ambassadors of the Sultan were
ready to offor,

This paper, which the Governor-General calls truly an
“extraordinary publication,” he was at first inclined to
regard as a forgery ; bocause, if a scheme, of the nature
here described, were really entertained, it was so much
the interest both of Tippoo and the French, to conceal,
and an act of such contemptible folly to divulge it, that
such a total want of all capacity for business was scarcely
eredible, on the part either of a man intrusted with
the government of the Isle of France, or of men whom
Tippoo would choose for a delicate and important com-
mission,

The Governor-General, nevertheless, received so violent
an impulse from the paper, that he despatched a copy of
it, even on the following day, o Gencral Harris, the Coro-
wander-in-Chief, on the coast of Coromandel, at that time
occupying, temporarily, the station of Governor of Tort

! T,ord Mornington had been one of the commissioners for the affairs of
Tndin sinee 1705, and wus not new to them upen his appointment. On his
arvival at the Cipe of Good Hope in YFebruary, 1798, he found the despatchies
frow the Indin governuents on their way to lngland, whicli afforded him full
information on the state of affuirs in India.  lie had also an epportunity of
communicating personally with Major Kirkpatrick, late Resident at Hyderabad.
The period allowed him therofore for becotning acquainted with the vhjects to
which his attention ay Governor-General was likely to be directed, was not re«
stricted to a few weeks after his arrival.  See Despatchies from the Marquess
Wellesley, vol. i Letter from the Cape,—W,
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St. George,  His doubts respecting the authenticity of the BOOK VI
docurent were declared ; but General Harris was com- omar. vnil

manded “to consider, without delay, the meang of assem-
bling th2 ariny on the coast of Coromandel, if necossity
should unfortunately requirc such a precaution.”

On the 18th of June a letter was received, written by
the Earl of Macartney at the Cape of Good Hope, for the
purpose of conveying to the Indian government intelli-
gence, that such o proclamation had, in fact, been issued
at the I1sle of France. And about the same time several
persons arrived at Caleutts, who had been pregent on the
island, when the incident occurred. “A striet examina-
tion” of those, whom the Covernor-General calls “the
most rospectable of those persons”s was performed. If
their information was to be relied upon, it appeared that
toward the close of the month of January, 1798, two per-
sons arrived at the Isle of France, by a ship from Manga-
lore 5 that they were received with great demonstrations
of respect, treated as ambassadors from Tippoo, and, during
their stay on the island, entertained at the public expense ;
that, without any previous rumour or nstion on the island
that aid was about to be given to that prince, or a war
about 10 commence between himvand the English, the pro-
clamation in question, two days after their arrival, was
fixed up, and cireulated ; that the persons, thus treated as
ambassadors, were so far from disowning the publication,
that they ostentatiously held the same language, saw it
publiely distributed by their agonts at’ the place of their
residence, and made promises in the name of the Sultan,
according to its terms ; and that on the 7th of March they
embar uel on board the Ifrench frigate La Preneuse, accoin-
panied by the men on whom tho inducements held out by
them had prevailed, to the awount of abont two hundred
including some officerst  Irom other sources the Go-

! This is the account which is given in the Governor-General's Letier to the
Conrt of Divectors, dated 20th March, 1799, In his minnte, in the sveret de-
partnient, 12th of Angust, 1794, the following is the account.  *The ambas
sndors abled and assistedl in the 1(,vy of 160 otficers and privates, for the service
of Tippon, nder the terms, and for the purposes, stated in the prochimation,
Fow of the officers are of any expericnee, nd the privates are the vefuse of the
demoeratic rabble of the istand.  Suvine of them are volunteers; others were
taken from the prisons, and compelled to embark. Several of them are Caf-
frees, amd people of half caste. With such of these troops as were voluntecrs,
the amb. ms.ulmq ontereit into several stiptilations and engagements, in the name
of Tippeo.” i Tippow's own Jetter to the French Directory, under date the
30th of Sugust, 1798, he says he received only sixty soldiers,

1798,
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BOOK VI, vernor-General was informed, that the French frigate
cHAR, v, arrived ab Mangalore on the 26th of April; that both the

1708,

Frenchmen and the persons by whom they had been
brought, were reccived with great marks of satisfaction by
the Sultan, and that the principal part of the Frenchmen
were admitted into his service.

That the Governor-(leneral should have regarded these
incidents as tokens of the hostile mind of Tippoo, was
natural, The only material question relates to the nature
of the impression on the mind of a wise man, which that
inference was calculated to produce. That the mind of
Tippoo, in regard to the English, was full of hatred, and
the spirit of revenge, it nceded no new incident to dis-
close, or to confirmn, —In fact, the peace of Seringapatam
was concluded with him, under o perfect convietion that
his mind was breathing all the rage of disappointed ambi-
tion and humilisted pride ; and if the hostility of his sen-
timents had constituted a reason for war, in the opinion
of the persons in India and Europe, who at that time com-
posed the compound government of India, that peace would
never have been made, ag it was made, abroad ; nor ap-
plauded, as it was applauded, at home. Tho basis on
which the wisdom of that agreement rested, was the sup-
posed soundness of the conclusion, that the power of
Tippoo, far from able to resist the British when ontire,
was 80 little formidable when diminished to one half, that
the hostility of his sentiments, however intense, and how-
ever certainly known, was a matter unworthy of particular
regard, on the part of a people who declared all increase
of territory unfavourable to their interests, and who, in
the opposition of interest between Tippoo and the Mah-
rattay, could not fail to behold a sccurity against the
most formidable of the encmies whom India could raise
up,

The impression made upon the mind of the Governor-
General, by the incidents of which the above is the ac-
count, appears to have been strong and agitating in the
highest degree. “ Under all these circumstances, an im-
mediate attack,” says he, “upon Tippoo Sultan, for the
purpose of frustrating the execution of his unprovoked
and unwarrantable projects of ambition and revenge, ap-
peared to me to be demanded by the soundest maxims
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both of justice and policy. —Huch was the tenor of my opi- BOOK VI
nions as carly as the 20th of June, 1798 37 that is, only cuae, vut,

two dayy afber any authentic information of the facts had
been recsived. «] thercfore,” continues he, “ recorded my
decided judgment, that it was necessary to assemble the
armics on tle coasty of Coromandel and Malabar without
delay, and I isgued wmy final orders for this purpose on
that day. I have uo hesitation in devlaring, that wy ori-
ginal intention was — if circwnstances woukl Lave admit-
ted — bt have attacked the Sultuu instantly, aud ou both
sides of his dowinions, for the purpose of defeating his

ostile prepurations, and of aulicipating their declaved ob-
jeck. 1 was concerned, Lowever, to learn, from persons
most conversant in military detailsiat Fort St. Cieorge,
that the dispersed state of the army on the coast of Coro-
mande:, and certain radical defects in ils establishment
would render the assenibling a force equal to offensive
movements against Tippoo, & wueh wore tedious and diffi-
cult operation thun T had apprehended,”!

Either the Governor-General condemned the polioy of
the trealy which was concluded by Lord Coruwallis, and
highly applauded by the ministers, by the pulinment, and
by the people of Englund; or, such was the change in
eircunustances, that the cnmity of Tippoo, which was nei-
ther formmidable, nor offered any reasonable prospeet of
being formidable, in 1792 Yad become inkensely forinidable
in 17985 or, lastly, the wind of the Governor-General was
in a slate of inflmumation, and” decided upon suggestions
totally differout from a cool and acourate contewplation of
the vircumstances of the cuse.

No where, in bis official correspondoence, as he luys down
the reusons of his conduct, does he state aly disapproba-
tion of the treaty of Seringapatwn, It seewws, therefore,

4 Letter from Lord Mornington to the Court of Directors, dated 20th Marel
1799, Papers presented to the House of Commons relaling (o the iate War in
the East Indies with Tippoo Sultaua; ordered 1o be printed 261h Sept., 1794,
“ e necessarily dispersed state of the Lruops,” (says Col, Beatson, View of
the Origin und Condaet of the War with Tippoo Suitaun, i 6,) * would have
been of less haportatice but for those radicul defocts, which have u1 u certain
degree wt all tines existed,  Ihese proceed from o s!’,slem..nf ecuqumy, which
preclades the expense of establishing depdts ot grain n ditferent parts of our
possessions, and of waintuiniog a fxed establishment of drgught and carrisge
cuttle . without whicl no portion of the Madras army, however anply it might
have been supplied with every other requisite fur field operations, was in a
conditivn to uet with prowptitude und cilect,”

1793.
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BOOK VI, 4 proper conclusion, that no disapprobation of it existed
¢HAp, Vi in his mind.

1798,

Whetlier, in the circumstances of Tippoo or the Eng-
lish, there was any thing at that time, which rendered the
infinical mind of Tippoo more alarming, than at the date
of the peace, is the next point of rational inguiry. The
English, unless we are to suppose that the government
which they had established in India was too bad to admit
of progression, must have advanced in all the elements of
political power, They had enjoyed uninterrupted peace ;
they had taken possession, almost unresisted, of both the
French and Dutch settloments in India; time had been
given to improve their experience, and their institutions,
and to reap the greatest possible fruit from the oxtensive
districts which the partition of one half of Tippoo's former
territorics had added to their dowminions, On the side of
Tippoo no change could possibly have taken place, except
by the exertious which he might have made to improve
his revenues, and his army-—revenues completely ex-
hausted, and an army conguered and reduced -—out of
the resources of a country desolated in every quarter,
by the ravages of war; and reduced to one half of that
extent, over which the English had found it so easy to
prevail.

It would be ridiculous, and at the same time the deep-
est imputation upon the English government, to suppose,
that, intrinsically, the power of the English had not risen
upon that of Tippoo, and rendered its preponderance still
greater, during the interval of only six years which had
elapsed since the pacification of Seringapatam. If then
any danger to the English now accrued from Tippoo greater
than the danger of 1792, it must be sought for in causes
exterior to the condition and resources of the countries
appertaining to each, The connexion with allies wag the
only circumstance from without, by which the power of
either government was affected.

With respoct to the English, it was, indecd, alleged that
their allies, the Nizarn and the Mahrattas, yiclded a pros-
pect rather of danger than of aid. 'This, however, was a
circumstance which presented consequences of two differ-
ent sorts. If the want of allics increased the causes of
their dread of Tippoo, it rendered them loss able to fight
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with him, and therefore increased the motives to peace. BOOK VI
If they were perfectly able to fight with hin, notwith- cgar, vin
standing he want of allies, this very circumstance proved,
that they had nothing to apprehend from vemaining ab
peace, If it was alleged that they were able to fight
now, bub should not be able, after the lapse of some
time, it nuplied that Tippoo’s government was better
than theirs, and would mwore readily increase his re-
sources,

Besides ; it was not true, that the English were, to a
cotisiderable, if to any degree, less sure of auxilinvy ope-
rations, than at the conmencement, or any moment sinee
the comm:encentent of the peace,  The Muhrattas, it was
supposed, would stand aloof ‘éven if the Company woere
attacked. Dut in the fivst place, it was to be remembered,
that as the Muhrattas dreaded nothing move than the in-
crease of "(ippoo’s power, the natural conclusion was, that,
if they saw the Company inany danger, they would be too
strongly impressed with o sense of inferest not to offer
effectual rssistance, and if ut present they showed indiffer-
euce to the dispute, or rather a jealousy of the Eunglish,
the reason was, beecause they saw the English not likely,
by suffering at the hand of Tippoo, to muke Tippoo for-
midably sirong, but much move likely, by crushing Tippoo,
to raise their own power to a great and formidable height,
It was alse true, that at the moment when Lord Corn-
wallis concluded the treaty, & knowledge of the case was
all that wus necessary to convince any wan, that hardly
any dependonce could, even thon, be pliced on assistance
from the Mahrattus, in the event of & subsequent dispute ;
and, in fact, cvery circuistance, to which a hope of the
co-operation of thut people against the agyressions of
Tippoo could be attached in 1792, existed in equal force
at the pregent hour, snd was as likely to produce the dosired
effect.

The only source of jealousy which regarded the Nizam
the sccond of the English allies, was the corps of sepoys
commandod by Frenchmen, In the state of mind by
which the Governor-General, and Englishmen of his in-
tellectual and moral caste, were at that time distinguished,
the very existence of a Frenchran was a cause of alarm :
and a military corps, under the direetion of IFrenchmen,

1798,
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BOOK VI, assumed the dreadful aspect of 3 most enormous evil. Tt
cnae, vitn, was, at the same time, however, a circumstance perfectly

1768,

known, that this evil, whatever it was, it depended upon
the English themselves, by an act totally frec from diffi-
culty, complotely to remove. The Nizan had already
proposed to Sir John Shore the dismissal of the French
officers in his service, and the abalition of the corps,
provided the English troops in his pay were so inercased,
and their services so extended, as to enable them to de-
fond him against the aggressions of the Mahrattas, The
English themselves, indeed, were eager to hold forth, that
the Fremch officers, by the avidity with which they ab-
sorbed the powers of the state, had become odious to the
Nizam, who was now_alarmed at their daring cncreach-
ments, and cagerfor their destruction. In point of fact,
it was found, that, as soon ag the Governor-General pro-
posed to agree to the conditions upon which the Nizam
had already offered to dismiss the French, his assent was
obtained, and this cause, if such it is to be deemed, of
seeking the destruction of Tippoo, was speedily taken
away. The truth| is, that the English were, in the first
place, stronger, intrinsically ; and, in the next place, not
weaker, on any rational ground of computation, in respect
of allies, in the year 1798, than in the year 1792, If there
was anything real, thereforo, in the ground of alarm, it is
not in the circumstances of the Euglish, but in those of
Tippoo, that it is to be found.

The reverme which'it was possible for the very limited
territory of the Sultan to yield, and the moderate army
which that revenue could maintain, it is miserable to
contemplate as having been a subject of alarm, to a people,
possessing the resources of the English, and so many de-
grees advanced beyond their opponents in the art and
science of war. Of course, it is in circumstances extrinsio
to his dominions, if in any, that Tippoo can be regarded
as having been formidable to the English, or as laying
them under any obligation, beyond that which oxisted
in 1792, to adopt extraordinary measures of self-defence.
But of such circumstances one only can be named ; and
that is, Lhis union with the French. To clear up, there-
fore, every difficulty in this question of policy, it only
remains to inquire how much of danger was implied in
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the counexion which he had formed with that formnidable BooK VI

people.

Tippoo wag by no means without a connexion with the
French at the date of the treaty of Seringapatam. A
French corus had formed a distinguished part of his army
from the moment he ascended the throne, When that
treaty was concluded, a war was impending between the
English and the French ; and no man could have a doubt
that Tippoo would gladly join the enewdes of those whom
he regardeil as his inveterate foes, should thoso enemies
think of corrying their arins to that distant part of the
globe.  With all these cirenmstances fully before him,
Lord Cornvallis thought it wise to make peace.  Had any
new circun.stance occurrod, to-make it wise in Lord Wei-
lesley to come to the deterinination, which he says Lo had
formed on the 20th of June, 1798, of attacking Tippoo
immediately, if he had found it possible to assemble the
troops? Two men had appearcd at the Isle of France,
and a proclunation had been issued by the Governor.
From this, as far as then was kuown, only one of three
inferences ould rationally be drawn, TFither that it set
forth a number of falgehoods, for the purpose of precipi-
tatiug the Tnglish into an Indian war,  Or thal it was the
act of o madman making public a communication which
it was g0 nuch the interest of both particg to keep in the
profoundest secresy. Or, which was by far the most
probable supposition, that ib was nothing hul an act of
boasting, 1ragging, folly, with somothing of very small
importance for its foundation. Nothing was more likely
than that Tippoo, secing the iumcrease which had taken
placo in the French corps in the service of other native
powers, boh in that of the Nizun, and that of the prin-
cipal Mahratta power, was very desivows of inercasing his
own ; and might have sent ageuts to the lsle of ¥rance
for the purpose of engaging both officers and men, It is
well known, how much of boasting, and of exaggeration,
enters into the verbal intercourse of the Fast ; it is well
known, also, that Tippoo carried this woakness to excoss,
and might be regarded as & braggart even among orientals.
1t is still further known, that on nothing was he fonder of
bragging, than his power in relation to the Euglish, and
the vengesnce which, if provoked by them, he should one

CHAP, VIII,

1708,
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BOOK VI day inflict, Tt was, therefore, not incredible, it was highly
CHAP. ViIL probable, that with a view to obtain a more favourable

1798,

reception to hig application for leave to enlist soldiers in
the Isle of France, his agents were instructed to talk very
high, to hoast of his enmity to the English, and even his
power, if well supported by the French, to expel them
from India. Vapour of this kind was a thing too common
in India to excite any particular regard. Iiut it was not
surprising, if it produced on the French Governor a very
different cffect. It was very well known, at the period
when the Governor-General was called upon to deliberate
or to decide without deliberation, upon the question of
peace and war, that a high degree of excitability had, by
the events of their revolution, been conveyed to the mindg
of Frenchmen ; and they were-almost as much disposed
to the language of vanity and ostentation as the orientals
themselves: and tho only rational conclusion was, that
the Governor, evidently a very ignorant and foolish man
had been eager to adopt any occasion, however insignifi-
cant, of indulging his propensity for boasting, exaggeration
and display ; that the loose, hyperbolical talk of lndiauns
had been held forth as the momentous language of a
solemn negotiation; and that two agents for recruiting
goldiers had been transformed into ambassadors, for the
purpose of contracting an alliance, offensive and defen-
sive, betweon the Sultan of Mysore, and the Republic of
France.

But, even should we 'go so far as to allow the wisdom of
supposing that Tippoo had made an overture of the most
serious kind for an alliance offensive and defensive against
the English, an important question is still to bo asked.
Did this, in the smallest degree, alter tho circumstances of
the English in regard to Tippoo? Was their danger, in
any respect, increased ? Would they have been perfectly
safe to remain at peace, had not this overture been made ?
If 50, in what respect did this overture increase the proba-
bility of evil? It may be affirmed, without any dread of
refutation, that it produced no offcet of that description
whatsoever,  In reality, the incident disclosed nothing
with regard to the mind of Tippoo, which was not per-
fectly known, believed, and acted upon before; namely,
his eager desire to do mischief to the English, and to
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unite with any power that would embark in the same BOOK V1
design, more capecially with the Trench, whose power and car. v
hatred appeared to offer so great u resource, In fact, the

incident made a disclosure, which might have been re- 1798
garded as agveeable ; that the counexion between Tippoo

and the French was wso trifling, and their mode of iuter-

course 8¢ very childish and absurd. It might have been
expected. und it ought to have been beforehand supposed,

that a perfect and regular channel of communication was

opened between them and that their conjoint means of
annoying the English had been well digested, and perfectly
understood.

But, if vhis incident digclosed nothing with regard to the
minds of Tippoo and the French, except that they were
less capanle of doing mischief to the English, than might
before have been reagounably expected, it can hardly be
supposed, that an overture so loose, indetimite, full of ne-
gligence and rmismanagement, could add any thing to thoe
motives of the French for carrying hostilitics to India, if
their civcumstances admnitted so costly an experiment.
And, lastly, it this overture intrinsically altered nothing,
either in regard to the dangers of ithe nglish, or their
knowledgs of that danger, excepl by showing that it was
less than they might Lave supposed, was there any thing
(for that 1s the last hypothesis) in the state and condition
of the Franch nation, at that particular time, which ren-
dered it more likely they should now send an army to
India, thau at any period since the-conelusion of the treaty
of Beringuputam?  During the two days between the 1sth
and the 20th of June, 1798, in which contracted space the
Governor General made up his mind, upon the glrength
of the incident in question, to attuck the sovereign of My-
gore instantly ; it may be afficimed, that he had no rational
ground for supposing it more likely tlat ile French
would then make war upon Tndia, than it had been at any
period since the war between them and Kngland began, It
evidently follows, that there was no reason for destroying
Tippoo, at this particular moment, which had not existed
at every nmounent since the commencoracnt of the negotia-
tion for peace.

Still, the character of the policy which was pursued by
the Governor-General remains to bo dcetermined, by the
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BOOK VI. solution, not of the question whether more reason, than at
cuar, vin, any preceding period, existed for the destruction of the
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Sultan, but of the question, whether then sufficient reason
existed as well as, if such where the coincidence, at any
antecedent time, More obscurity rests upon this determi-
nation. Tf it be true, that the Governor-General ought to
have been guided by the act of parliament, made and pro-
vided for the express regulation of his conduct, the answer
is not doubtful. By that act, all augmentation of territory,
and overy act of war against an Indian prince, except for
self-defence, in the case of actual hostilities, was declared
to be contrary to the interest, and injurious to the honour
of the British nation. Tt will be impossible to show, that
the war into which the Governor-General was so eager to
plunge, was a war of sclf-defence, except by such arguments
as will show that no wur which has a prospect of adding
to the securities of a nation ean ever be a war of a different
gort. If it was proper in the Governor-General to treat
the act of parliament with eontempt ; as the parliament
itself soon after declared that it was, by thanking and ap-
plauding him for his flagrant violation of that act ; and if
the only question was, whether or not the British interests
were to be promoted, or the contrary, by the ruin of this
dreaded foo, the inquiry is more complicated. What was
to be gained was abundantly obvious ; it was the saving of
the expense, which the maintenance of a force, sufficient
to guard against any chance of evil from his malignity,
would have requircd. This expense, if the war by good
fortunc had not been so very short, would not perhaps
have équalled the interest of the money expended by the
war. Had this been the fact, more would have been
lost, it is evident, than gained, by the destruction of
Tippoo ; for as to the mere increase of dominion, indepen-
dent of security, that, in the shape of a good, was not less
violently renounced by Lord Mornington, than by the par-
liament, and by the nation at large, It was on this
foundation, or otherwise it will be difficult to find one, on
which, after conquering the dominions of Tippoo, instead
of keeping the whole for the benefit of his country, he
gave Lo others an important part, and even urged upon the
the Mahrattas a portion which they refused. With regard
to what was lost to the British interests by the destruc-
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tion of Tippoo (for even the power of Tippeo was an evil BOOK VI
not without its gond), it s much less casy to forn any caar vin,
thing 1} ¢ a determinate opinion.  While Tippoo existed,
the Malwattas wight be coufidently expucted to be muoh 1798,
more subservient to the English, on whom alone they de-
pended ‘or assistance against this their greatly dreaded
foe, than they were hLely to be after his destraction,
when every source of apprehension wus fakeu away.
What amount of evil might be involved in thus relieving
the Mahmttas from all dependence upon the Eoglish, can.
not of ccurse, be exactly dofined. Phe English were able
to chastise them when they thought chastisement rogqui-
gite, A case might even be supposal, in which Tippoo
instead «f being un opponent, might have been a contode-
rate of tl.e Mahrattas apgainst tho Knglisbh.  This supposi-
tion, however, is obviously coufined ta cue case, that in
which the English, renonueing their pacific policy, should
bring the Mabrattas into a greater dread of unprovoked
evil from the Bnglish, than they lay ander in regurd to
Tippoo. As affairs were actually situated, the effects of
their emencipation from the dread of Tippoo seon began to
appear; wnd the Governor-Gencral fonnd himself under
the supposed necessity of checkiug their audacity by a
war,

That 1 ¢ contemplation of the facts, made vn other oc-
casions, an impression, correspondent to the infevences
which have here been drawn: made such an impression,
at the tinwe, on the miuds of the mast instracted wen in
Indiy, theve iv a remarkable docitment to show,  On the
24th of Jily, 1798, & maeeting was held of the British inhas-
bitants ot Caleutta, on the subject of the voluntary coutri-
butions i1 support of the war against the French, contri-
butions jronwted with great zeal by all cxpe“.ctalltﬂ and
dependants on government, in every part of Lhe British
dominions, To this meeting great importance was at-
tached ; and all thie pursons highest in thueir conseqguence,
and warmest in their aspiriugs, were forward, by the exhi-
bition of their persons, and of their fervour, not to omit
80 easy an opportunity of esxtablishing a new title of merit
in the eyos of theiv superiors. In this splendid and nu-
meraus w sctnbly, the Advocate-Cleneral, Mr. Burroughs,
made the introductory address, at great length, and with
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BOOK VL the best of his eloquence. He introduced in it the follow-
CHAP, VIIL ing observations, which constitute an article of evidence,

1798,

of some weight, in determining the questions which arise
out of the circumstances of that important era, “Every
man,” he said, “at all acquainted with our situation, must
know that in India we never before were so powoerful and
80 unassailable, as at the present morent. We havo an
army infinitely stronger, in number and discipline, than
we over had before in India. We are without an enemy
who can venture to attack us; and he wonld assert, that
there was not a single native who would now even wish to
attack us, unless, indeed, our old encuy Tippoo might
have such a wish.

But that prince had received such a lesson in the last

! If any daubts conld have been enterfained of the implacable hostility of
Tippoo, and his purposes to assail the Euglish, whenever what he regarded o
a favonrable moment shauld veeur, they were dissipated Ly the mission to the
Mauriting, and the prociamation of the French Governor, which however ab-
surd and premature, was authentic evidence of the Sultan's feclings and
designs. 1t would have been strange policy to have waited for the accomplish-
ment of the latter; to have repeated the imbecility of the Madras government
in the war with Hyder, and suffered Tippoo to devastate the Carnatie before
a foree could be organized to oppose him.  Derpetuad preparation for actual
hustilities is o 1more expeusive and anxious stute than that of warfare. Active
operations once commenced must have a tenination.  Arming against their
probability is indefinite.  Jtis argued in the text, that bositilities were inex-
pedient becauuse Tippoo was weak.  Was the Dritish goverument then to wait
till he shonld be strong; till the negotintions which he was publicty carrying
oh with Frauce shonld have brought hin the etfective co-operation of the
orgauized arny of Roaymond, er gucecours from France, The former wonld
have heen easy — the latter more practicable than the politicians of Caleutta
imagined.  The same chanees that landed o large aniny in Fgypt at thig very
period, in spite of the superiority and vigilance of our ficets, might have ope-
rated in sending to the Sultana body of officers ind wen, By whose aid hisre-
sources would have been made powerfully to contribute to the annoyance and
perity of onr Indian empire. The co-operation of France, to an extent far
beyond a handful of soldiers from the Isle of ¥rance, was held out to the Sul-
tun, and formed part of the plan which led ta the invasion of Lgypt. A letter
from Buonaparte to Tippoo, was well ealculated to encourage hiim and to alarm
the Govermuent of Tudia. There wag alse ground for apprehension in the
threatening attitude of Zemann Shah on the north-west of Indiag and, al-
thongh the event was not a reasonable subject of doubt, yet hostilities were
unavaidable, and they were prudently as well as boldly anticiputed by the
promptitude and determination of the Governor-General.  The line of eenduct
which he adopted concurred entirely with that cujoined by the authorities in
Tugland, us soon ax the information of Tippoo's procecdings reached them, A
letter from the Secret Committee, of the 18th June, 179, instructs the Go-
vernor-Gienerad, that if he should judge that Tippoo's designs are such a8 the
Yrenele proclamation represents, and that he s niaking preparations to act liog-
tilely, it will be wdvisabie not to wait for sach an attack, but to tuke the most
immedinte and decisive measures to carry the war into the enemy’s country.
‘Lhie circumstances deseribed in the text prevented the yprevious fulfilment of
their instructions, but there can be no doubt that when hostilities are, as they
were in this instance, sooner or later unavoidable, sound policy, as well as
commaon sense, preseribes that no time shall be granted to an enemy to render
himselt formdilable.  See the Wellesley Despatehies, vol. i p. 63, 83, 91, 245,
App. 656.— W,
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Mysore war, as must deter him from any such enterprise BOOK VI.
again, even if he could have the aid of France in doing so. cwar. vur
Any aid from Euvope it was impossible he could have, ————
considering the total waut of ships in France, ou wlich 1798
troops could be transmitted ; und we know besides, that
the English fleets maintained the entire dominion of the
seas, and that our enemies were every day lamenting their
ingbility to send one sail in wsafety from any of their
ports, as they were all blocked up by the British navy.
The Freneh islandy in India had thrown oft ull eonnexion
with France, aud iustead of tuking any puwt against us,
must now look to us as friends, to protect them fron any
attempts which might be made on them by Franee™?

Compelled reluctantly to abandon-the desigu of imme-
diately :nvading Mysore, the Governor-Grenceral, neverthe-
less, renzwed his orders for assembling the army with the
smallest possible delay. “In tlie policy of this measurc, the
Madras  couneil by no means concurred. Besides the
length of time necessary for assembling the army, the ex-
pense, they sald, would be 80 enormons ; and so much
danger would be unavoidably ¢rented of provoking hostili-
ties with Tippoo, by vast prepavations hinporting the
design o7 war; that they conld 1ot think themselves justi-
fied, wilhout a strong representation, in obeying the orders
which they had received?  “Not discournged,” suys tho
Governor-(ieneral, “by these suggestions and representa-
tions, [ insisted on the hmmiediate cxccution of my or-
ders™ 3

Durins the interval which was required for assemDbling
the army, the Governor-General found employment in ne-
gotiating with Nizam Ali the dismission of the French offi-
cers, and Lhe dissolution of their corps.  Llis minister, to
whom the business of the state was almost wholly com-
mitted, was a partisan of the Tnglish, and well disposed

1 Bee w Report of the husiness of this weeting @ Asiatic Annual Register,
vol. i, Chrouicle, p. 31,

2 A review of the late War in Mysore, in o Letter from an offlcer in Iadia.
Published by M. Wood, Esq. M. P Colunel, and late Chief Engineer, Lengal,
p. 10, Fhe Governoe-General’s Letter, ub supru, parig. 38,

3 Ibid.  Colonel Buatson says (Views of the Origin and Conduet of the War
with Tippoo, i. 4), * The apprehensions entertiined fron the designs of Tip-
poo Multun were certainly, at that period, considernbly increased Dy the bold
and dectdee meisures of preparation and defenee, which the Murquis Welles-
ley judged proper 1o wdopt, i very few weeks after e had taken charge of the
suprenie governnent of ndia,”

VOL VL F




66

IISTORY OF BRITISII INDIA,

BOOK VI, for the annihilation of the French party ; ag soon as the
ouar. vur British government would consent to replace them by a

1798,

force adequate to the service which the French performed
in the protection of the country. The Nizam was not al-
together blind to the dangers of placing himself in a state
of helpless dependance upon a superior power: but,
totally uncqual as he know that he was to the defence of
himself against the Mahrattas, against the Bultan, or
against the English, it was cagy for the minister to con-
vinee him that he was safer in the hands of the English
than of either of the other two. From the attainment of
what he regarded us an object of unspeakable importance,
the dissolution of a French corps in the sorvice of the
Nizam, Lord Mornington was far from allowing himself to
bo restrained by any droad of offending the Mahrattas;
the miotive by which the mind of his predecessor had been
swayed, His instructions were issued o the acting Resi-
deut ut Hyderabad, on the 8th of July, to open a negocia-
tion with the Nizam: and, on the 1st of September, a
treaty was concluded, by which four battalions of British
troops were added to the former two, and the British
government was pledged for tho protection of the Nizam
against any unjust demands of the Mahrattas. The Nizam,
on lis part, engaged to disband the French corps in his
service ; to deliver over its officers to the DBritish govern-
ment, whenever the whole of the Dritish force should
arrive in his capital ;- and to raise the subsidy, which he
paid for the maintenance of the Dritish troops, from
57,713, to 2,01,425 rupees per month,

Though the force which the French officers commanded
consisted, after all the alarm which it occagioned, of less
than 14,000 men, it was necessary to take precautions
against the chance of their resistance. Pending the nego-
tiation, the additional troops destined for the service of
the Nizaim were collected in that part of the Company’s
territory which touched upon his frontier; and, on the
10th of QOctober, joined the two former battalions at Hy-
derabad.  Fortunately for the schemes of the Governor-
General, Raymond, whose talents and great influence
might have been formidably exerted for the preservation
of his power, had died a few months before ; and a struggle
for ascenduncy had introduced great snimosity and dis-
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union into the corps.  Not only the Nizam, but evon the BOOK VI,
minister hinself, wavered, however, and drew back, whon CHAP. VL.

the enterprise came to the verge of exccution.  In so liitlo
respeet was this greatly dreaded corps really held by the
Dritish officer, who commanded the six subsidiary batta-
lions, that he did not hesitate to take o decisive step. He
declared his determination, unless the Nizam came to the
immediate resolution of fultilling his cngagements, to
make an attack on the French camp with his own forces,
and prociaim the want of faith in the Nizuw's government
a3 the caaso of all the consequences which might ensue,
A proclamation was soon after sent to the French cap,
anpouneing the discharge of the officers, und declaving it
treason in the soldievs to obey them. The soldiers were
already 11 a state approaching to mutiny, The disorders
now proceeded to greater violenoe ; and the officers ware
imprisoncd by their men -~ In this liclpless situation, the
cainp, which at the time did not contain above 11,000 muen,
the rest of the corps being on o distant dotachment, was
aurrounded by the whole of the British battalions, and a
strong body of the Nizam’s horse. "Fhe men, npon a pro-
mise of their pay, and continuance of service, laid down
their avms; and the arvest of the officers was accomplished
without difliculty or dunger.  Nutwithstunding the wu-
friendly yassions which Frenchmoen at this momeut ex-
cited iu the hreast of the Governor-Ceneral, ho was careful
$o ensure to the individuals who had fallen into his power,
that genervsity of treatment which a gallant mind is ever
prompted to bestow. Their property, together with such
arrears a3 were due to them by the Nizam, were secured
to their use ; they were conveyed to Crleutta, under every
indulgence compatible with the security of their persons
and on their arrival in Eugland, the Governor-General
provided that they should not be treated as prisoners
of war, bub transported to their country without deten-
tion!

T Letter of the Glovernor-General to the Cont of Dircetors, dated 2ist Nov.
1798, Printed papers, ut supeg, p.o6o Maleohw's Sketeh, p. 230—244. Bear-
son telis us (0. 50) that the seeret was well kept; that the canse of sending the
detactment fram Guntoor to ilyderabad was bot made known 1o the Zaveris
ment of Malrag ; and that the intelligence of the apuihilation of the Freneh
corps came by surprise wpon the English of Caleattn and Madpas,  He tells s
also, thut theis minds were In suceh o state as to regard the transaction as a
perfact nuster-picee of poliey-~M.

The sceret was well kept, but it i3 not eovrect to say that it was not commu~

1798,
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The chances of good orevil from the Mahrattas,also,foreed
themselves upon the attention of the British government;
and negofintions were carried on at Poonah, at the same
time with thoso, which, at Hyderabad, were conducted to
an jssue deemed so exceediugly favourable. The negocia-
tious, however, attempted with the Mahruttas, produced
not equal results, The substance of the treaty negotinted
at Hyderabad was communicated to the Peshwa, both be-
fore and after its conclusion. “.And at both periods,”
says the Governor-General to the Court of Directors, “he
expressed his entiro approbation of the nature and ten-
dency of the new engagements, as well in their operation
upou the interests of tho Mahratta empire, as upon those
of the Nizam.”? On_the other hand, Sir John Malcolm
says, “The moasures taken at ITyderabad were regularly
communicated to the Pesliva ; but that prince, either in-
fluenced by his weak councillors, or acting under the con-
trol of Dowlut Rao Sindiah, obstinatcly continued to with-
hold his formal conseut to any acknowledgment of the
right of the British government to arbitrate in his disputes
with the court of Hyderabud.”? Of course, it may be said,
the Governor-Gencral knew best. Tt may also, however,
with equal certaluty be said, that he had the greatest
temptation fo lay on a colour; that if none oxcept
agreeable consequences were supposed to flow from his
measurcs, the fayvour of his cuploycrs would be enhanced ;
that from this species of art, which had been amply prac-
tised by his predeccssors, Lord Mornington must have
been u man far superior to his predecessors to stand always
exemnpt ; and that of those expedients for a colour, the
two letters which have just been quoted appear to pre-
sent us with instances. In the first place, when mention
is made of the time which would be required for assemn-

nicated to the Government of Madray, of which Gencral Harrig was tempora-
rily the head. The intention was made known to him by a despateh in the
department in July, Wellesley Despatehes, 1, 132, Nor is it true, that
it was not known to any but the Governmert, for Muure, in a letter dated
Sept. 1798, says, ** The Nizun bas, either of himsclf, ov by the interference of
the supreme paverbment, conceived the design of Lreaking them (faymond's
foree) altogether, or, at least, of dishanding all the corps that are suspected of
belng wpder Freneh influence., A strong detactinent has been forined ot Gun-
toor to mareh in case of necessity to Hyderabad. The soouer they move, the
vetter; for no time ought to be lost in destroying this party, so hostile to our
interests in the Decean,  Lifei, 202, W,
I Letter, ut supra, parag. 24 2 Maleolns Sketeh, p. 244,
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bling the artny of the Carnatic, no mention whatsoever is BOOK VI
made ot the disapprobation cxpressed by the Madras owarvin

couneil.  In the next placc, when the exccution is de-
seribed of the measures taken for the destruction of the
Freuch corps in the service of the Nizam, the reluctance
exhibited by the Nizam, when the erisis arrvived, is not
only covored with silence, but with a language which im-
plies uninterrupted alacrity and zeal.  Beside the difficulty,
in such a situation as that of Sir John Maleolmy, of reniain-
ing long ignorant of such a general and important fact,
the conscquences also tally with his representation ; for
all the ¢Yorts of the CGlovernor-Gieneval to draw the Mah-
rattas into an intimate connexion with him, totally fa:led.
And again ; as Sindiah, not the Peshwa, was at this time
predowminant over the Mahriutta councils, the assent of the
Peshwa hd little value 5 and. if prescnted to people igno-
rant of tl ¢ stato of the facts, ag equivalent to that of the
Mahratts power, was only ealenlated o produce deception,
It seems o be affivmed, from privato information, by Co-
Tonel Wilks, that both Sindiak and the Peshwa, under alarm
at the syn. ptoms of ambition whieh at this mornent distin-
guished the movements of the British power, were actuated
by favours ble digpositions towards the govereign of Mysore;
but Sindich was afraid to take a positive step, on account
of his dorainions in the North, which the English had an
army ready to invade; and the Peshwa beside the immi-
nent danger to which the hostility of the English would
expose hira, had no liberty to aet but as Bindiah directed,
The GGovernor-General, accordingly, whon at last he found
that assistance from the Mahrattas was not to be obtained,
encouraged by the probability that he would receive no
oppusition. resolved to procoed in hix warlike operations
without them.?

I Hist. Sketehes, iii. 361--366, —M.  We have now before us the whole of
the instrictions addressed by Lord Mornington toe Col, 'aliner, the Resident at
Toough, and are able to se¢ how much of the statements on which the retlec-
tions in the te<f are founded, are accurate. The tormer are incorvect, the larcer
consequently, are inapplicable,  The rednetion of the French brigade was
communicated to the court of Poonah only when it had actually taken place.
Desputehies, i, 112, The consent of the Peshwy to the measure was nov
asked, and cotld not therefore be withheld.  What was proposed and not ac-
ceded to was, the establishment of a subsidiary force at Poonah. Beside the
Jealonsy wwulkcned by this proposition, the P'eshwa was alarmed at the apparent
intention of the British Government to compel the vestoration of Nana Furna-
vese to his ministerial functions, Despatches, i, 118, 123, 252, &c.  Although
he shortly afte wards became reconciled to him.  So Capt. Grant observes

1798,
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On the 18th of June, the Scoret Committee of the Court
of Directors wrote from Englund to the Governor-Ueneral
in Counecil, that they had just reccived from his Majosty's
ministers information of a large armament which had
sailed from Toulon on the 19th of the preceding month ;
and that amid the various conjectures respecting its des-
tination, it was not conceived impassible that India might
be tho object of attack, by way of the Red Sea, or its
coast, aftor conquest of Egypt; “or evewn,” the Directors
add, “by the Black Sea, or by Bussora. His Majesty’s
ministers,” they continue, “have thervefore informed us
that immediate measures will be taken for a considerable
angmentation of the European force in the Fast Indies:
you may expect that not less than 4000 seasoned and
disciplined troops; and perhaps a larger number, may be
sent to the Company’s 'settloments with all possible expe-
dition, part of which will, we trust, reach India not many
months after the receipt of this despatch.)’ !

It was not before $he 18th of October, that the Governor-
General first received authentie intelligence of the expedi-
tion from Toulon, and the invasion of Egypt; when his
preparations against Tippoo were approaching maturity.
The constituted authorities in England, under impression
of the danger which the invasion of India by so great an
army would produce, gave directions to the Governor-
General, to make war upon Tippoo, if he appearcd to be
actually accumulating the means of seconding invasion by
the French, They seem not to have regarded the pro-
clamation at the Mauritius as satisfactory evidence of any
such design; of which they cxpress themselves in the
following words: “We are unable to judge, whether this
proclamation be in reality what its import declares to be;
or intended merely a8 o foint, with a view to embroil us

“The sudden desire now evinced by the English to grant him a subsidiary
foree, (which he had before applied for in vain); theie freqoent recommenda-
tions to refustate Nana Furnavese in the ministry, and to remove Smdial from
Toonah, led Bajee Rao, whose views and information were bounded by narrow
lanits, to suppose that the whole was & scheme of the detested Nanua, the ob-
ject most drended, and therefore uppermost in his nind.  Mahr, Hist. 1ii. 169,
And, ajthough he ultimately was bribed by Tippoo, and persuaded by Sindiah
to withhiold hiy assistance, yot at this time ke pledged himself faithfully to ex.
ecute the conditions of subsisting engagements, and, on the prospect of a war
with Tippoe, promised to afford Lim his aid, Ibid, 173.—W.
I Printed T'apers, ut supra, No. 1.
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with Tippoo” And they marked out unambiguous pre- BOOK VI,
parations for war, as the circumstanes by which the judg- cuar. v
ment of their subordinates in India ought to be determinod,
“It is highly improbable,” they say, “that Tippoo should 1798
have entcred into any league with the TFrench, without

some apoarcnt preparation, on hig part, of a hostile
nature, ir furtherance of their designs.  If such ghall

have been the ease, it would bo neither pradent nor politic

to wait for actual hostilities on his part””  Preparation

for war, ir. the only sense which can here be applied, is

such an aygmentation, or such o disposition, of the instru-

ments of war, a8, to some considerable degres, is both
unusual, and inercases the danger of the suspeeting state.

That any such augmentation or disposition of the instru-

ments of war had taken place on the part of Tippoo, no
evidence was ever produced s while evidence to the con-

trary appears in abundance.!  Fven with the perinission

which the alarm of the French expedition extorted from

the Directors, they thought proper to enjoin that in resort-

ing to hostilities, “the wtmost discretion” should be

used ; “that we may not,! they say, “be involved in a

war in India, without the wmost ivevitable necessity.”—

That inevitable necessity existed, or any necessity at ull,

will not casily, after the first fmpartial exporition of the

facts, be again alleged. The war might bo advantageous,

or it might be not advantageous. Bub the word must be

used in arn extraordinary sense, if 1t ever be denominated
necessary.

V% Tt was supposed,” (says Colonel Beatson, p. 87) *“ that Uippon Salthun’s
army had sut’ered essentially, both in nwnbers and diseipline, sinee the last
war: his finuaces were in disorder: hiy councils were perplexed by discordang
opinions; anc. his spirits defected and broken by the disappoinfinent of his
hopes of French assistance ; by the retreat of Zemnun Shah; by the failure of
his intrigues 1t the courts of Poonple and Mydevabad ;5 o by the unexamyled
vigour, alacr ty, und extent of our militwey preparations.”™ ¢ Tippoo Snltaun’s
fleld army” (Fe says P 204) ‘4 way estitnuged at 47,470 fiplting men. =M.

Col, Beatscn argues only upon ** supposition,” but, notwithstanding the
assertion of the text, there is specific evidence that the forces of Tippoo had
been augmented, atul were in such u position asreudered thent capable of being
directed at ovce to military aguression.  The Sultan's whole force amonnted
to between 70 and 30,000 wen; of these, about 30,000 were in Sevingapatam,
and its immediate environs; the whole were i a state of activity and efieis
ency, provided with guns, and baggage, and carviage cattle,  Tippoo was, ne
doubt, induecd to hesitate, by his disuppointient an to the saecour Le ex-
pected from the French, but his intrigues at Poonah did not fail, and this wus
gome consolation  See Abstruct of the present State of Tippoo Snltan, by
Capt. Malcohn, Wellestey Despatehes, Appen, 6515 also o puper of intelligence
frum Lord Clve, p. 361.—W.




72

BOOK VI,

CHAP, Y1,

1798,

HISTORY OF DBRITISII INDIA.

On the last day of October, that is, in less than a
fortnight after he was informed of the invasion of Egypt,
the Governor-General received intelligence of the destrue-
tion of the French et by Sir Horatio Nelson, at the
niouth of the Nile. Notwithstanding this decisive event;
«[ did not,” hesays, “relax any part of the naval or
military preparations which had been commenced under
my orders ;— being still uncertain of the fate of the
Trench ariny in Egypt, and ignorant whether an additional
force might not have been intended to co-operate with it
in India, by the ordinary passage round the Cape of Good
Hope.”' The chance of the invagion of India, fvow cither
quarter, will not at the present moment be regarded as
having been very great.. It will not come up to the de-
seription of what- goustitubed-an “inevitable necessity”
for going to war-with Tippoo.

“The immaturity, however,” says Sir John Malcolm,
“of the Sultun's plans, formed, in Lord Wellesley’s opinion,
the strongest rcason for an immediate attack upon his
possessions 1 but the deluy, which was likcly to occur in
asseibling the army on the coast of Coromandel, which
had been reduced to a very low establishment, and was in
a very divided and unequipped state, obliged hin to alter
it ; and he made no communication whatever to Tippoo
Sultaun on the subject of his proceedings, till the military
preparations, both at Madras and Bombay, were complete ;
and the alliance with the Nizam had vot merely been
restored, but rendered so efficient, as to secure the full
application of the resources of that Prince in aid of the
common cause,” ? .

During all the time of these remarkable proceedings, it
is singular that Tippoo was either without the means, or
without the inclination, of making any considerable addi-
tion to his habitual state of equipment for wur, and, with
and appearance of insensibility to all that surrounded him,
forbore cven to remonstrate against the accumulation
which was going forward of the instruments of his destruc-
tion.3 When the beginning of November arrived, the

U Printed papers, ut supry, No. 8,

2 Muleahn’s Sketeh, p.2dd,
3 The inertness of ‘lippoo, as has been shown {n the last note, I8 an un-

founded assertion.  He way actively strengthening himeelf, both in his military
arrangenients, and by negotintion with the Malrattas,  The preparations
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Governor-General thought the opportunity was now BOOK VI
favourable to exhibit his complaints.  On the 8th of cmar. vi

that morzh, he addressed a letter to the Sultan, in which —-;
791,

the expressions were conciliatory, rather than hostile, bat
in which ae informs him of the connexion which he was
aware had been formed between him and the French,
“ Whom you know,” says he, “to be the inveterate ene-
mies of the Company, and to be now engaged in an unjust
war with the British nation.” e then gives him a leeture
on Freneh principles ; which will be appealed to hereafter
as a monument of the times,  “Tt appears not,” he adds,
“either necessary or proper, that [ should any longer coun-
ceal from you the surprise and concern with which I per-
ceived you disposed to involve yourself in all the ruinous
consequences of a connexion, which threatens, not only to
subvert the foundations of friendship between you and
the Corapany, but to intreduce, into the heart of your
kingdor:, the principles of anarchy and confusion; to
shake your own authority; and to destroy the religion
which you reverc”” On the disposition of the Company
to preserve jnviolate the obligations imposed by the rola-
tion of amity and peace, the Governar-General cited tho
remarkable instance which had recettly occurred ; of o
district of country to which, though posscssed by the
Company, the Sultan laid claim, and of which, his right
having been ascertained by arbiters: pmtually chosen,
restitution had been made.  As the resulb of these pre-
mises, the Governov-General proposed to send to him a
British officer, whom he already knew, to communicate to
him, o1 the part of the English, and of the Peshwa and
Nizam, their allies, the plan which, in their opinion, was
calenlated “to remove all existing distrast aud suspicion,
and 1o establish peace and good understandiug on the most
durable foundations.”!

Of the terms which, at different periods, the Governor-
General was disposed to allow Tippoo Sultann, be himself
has given a vu'y iustractive history, in hig lbttm' to the

against him, confined to the re-organization of the Madrus army, were not of
& nature to inspire any partictlur alarm, or fo call for remonstrance; they
were entirely defensive.—~W,

U Letter from Lord Moruington to Tippoo Sultan, printed papers, af supra,
p. 24.--M.  Despatehes i, 326, W,
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BOOK 1V, Court of Dircctors, under date the 3ed of August, 1799.1
cnar. vur, What was the extent of his views in relation to the
attack which ke was so eager to make, immediately after
he first recoived intelligence of the foolish proclamation
at the Lsle of France, ho has no where disclosed.?  When
be found the execution of this design impossible, and how
much time 1t would require to put the army in a con-
dition for action, he would, he says, have been “ contented
with any adjustnient which offered a reasonable prospect of
detaching Tippoo from his connexion with the French ;”
and that, “in the arrangement which then occurred to
him, his views wero limited to the establishmont of per-
manent residents, on the part of the Company, and of
the allies, at Seringapatam, to the dismission of all the
French then in the Sultaun’s service, and fo the porpetual
exclusion of the French from his armies and dominions.”
Before preferring these demands, he first, however,
deemed it politic to place the armies in a posture for
action ; and to take measures for lessening the chances of
ovil, a8 well as improving the chances of goud, at the
bands of the Nizam and the Mahrattas. The month of
November had thus arrived before he was ready to make
his first communication, “Bus, at that time the French
had invaded Egypt, which appeared to increase the dan-
gers of the English dominion in India; on the other
hand, the military preparations of the English were
advaneing to maturity on a great scale, the French party
at Hyderabad was destrayed, the resources of the Nizam’s
country were, by the late arrangement, placed at the dis-
posal of the Company's servants, and the English now
had power to enforce whatever demands they might think
proper to advance. The Governor-General, therefore,
resolved not to content himself with the terms which,
without baving communicated them, he would have

1799.

! Bee the papers relating to Bust India Affairs, prinfed by order of the Ilouss
of Commouns in the year 1800,

2 Non-zequaintance with documents is not cquivalent to non-existence.
Lord Mocnington’s views, in his propesed plan of immedinte attack, were de-
tailed by him to the anthorities in Fngland.  His wain object wus 10 compel
Tippoo to cede hiy tervitories in Malabay, 50 as to ent off his communication
with the sea-coust and the Freneh ; to exact from him indemnification for the
expenses of the armaiuent, and to msist wpon his receiving an English Resident
at hig capital.  Letter to Dundas. Despateires, 1, 82, 'To these terms he still
adhered whien the prospect of hostilitiey became more imminent, as is noticed
in the text, and it is justly admitted that they were not extravagant,—W,
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thought sufficient for all necessary purposes bofore. I, BOOK VI,
however, the real ground of the war was not the love of ocmar, vun
conquest, which was 8o fervently disclaimed, but the
chanco of danger from the power of Tippoo, as was the 179,
grand pretence, the new degree of sccurity which had
accrued to the Company was a reason, not for war, but
peace. 'The additional chance of invasion, by the prescnce
in Egypt of the Trench, proscuted, as far as it went,
a demand for additioual sccurity.  DBut that chance was to
be weighed, and ibs valne ascerlained. Bxcept to an eye
surrounded by the mists of ignorance or passion, which
saw its object hideously eularged, it could not appear to
be greal. Desides, as the Dritish government would not
long rewmain without a grand effort-to cxpel the enemy
from Fgypt, the Compuny might have quictly rested on
its guard, without incurring the mischievous expenditure,
not to speak of any more of the detestable consequences
of actual war, at least for a little time, till they nnderstood
what was the result of the tneasures adopted against the
invaders of Egypt, and whether a few wonths would not
get India free from any dauger on account of the French,
However, the tevms, bayond which the Governor-Geueral
did not think as yet of proceeding, were not extravagant.
Besides the conditions first meditated, he meant to de-
mand the cession of Canara, a maritime province on the
western coast, which appeared to facilitute the cormmuni-
cation of Tippoo with the French ; bui to allow him an
equivalent in some other quarter distant from the coast,
This, ~hen, in the opinion of the Governor-General, who
now felt himself in a condition to enforce any demand,
and whose apprehension from French invasion, and the
rooted enmity of Tippoo, was then at its height, was all
the security, as against Tippoo, which the Dritish interests
really required. If nothing followed to create occasion for
more sccurity, every addition which was made to the
gacrifives exacted of the huted foe, was made either in the
spirit of revenge, or from the love of conquest; for no
other solution remains.

The Governor-General professes, and with all the marks
of sincerity, his expectation to have been, that Tippoo,
overawed by tho discomfiture of the Fremch fleet in
Egypt, by the ascendancy of the English at Hyderabad,
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BOOK VI the strength of the English army, and an English fleet on
crap, vaL the coast of Malubar, would accede to the terms which he

1787

meant to propose, and that the calamities of war might
still be avoided. For the purpesc of accelerating mea-
sures, whether of a pacific or hostile description, he
thought it expedient to be near the scene, and in a letter
dated the 10th of December, acquainted the Sultan with
his intention of repairing shortly to Madras. He arrived
on the 31st of the same month, and found waiting for him
an answer from Tippoo.

In the letter of the Sultan, the expressions were not
less pacific than those of the Governor-Gieneral. He de-
clares the highest satisfaction at the naval victory gained
on the coast of Feypt by the English over the French;
the formor of whom he describes as possessing almost
every virtue, the latter every vice, The charge which
had DLeen urged by the Governor-General, of soliciting a
hostile connexion with the French, he endeavours to
answer thus ; “ In this Sivcar (stato) there is a mercantile
tribe, who employ themselves in trading by sea and land.
Their agents purchased a two-masted vessel, and having
loaded her with rice, departed with a view to traffic. It
happened that she went to the Mauritius, from whence
forty persons, Krench, and of a dark colour, of whom ten
or twelve were artificers, and the rest servants, came here
in search of employment. Such as chose to take service
wers entertained, and the remainder departed beyond the
confines of this Sircar: and the French, who are full of
vice and deceit, have perhaps taken advantage of the de-
parture of the ship to put about reports with the view to
ruffle the minds of both Sircars” He then made protes-
tation of his earnest desire to preserve and to strengthen
the bands of peace between himself and the Company ;
deseribed his own occupations as all in the highest degree
pacific; and added, “In this case, the allusion to war in
your friendly letter, and the following passage, namely,
that prudence required that both the Company and their
allies should adopt certain measures of precaution and self-
defence, have given me tho greatest surprise.” As the
proposition of sending to him a deputy, and opening &
negotiation, appeared to imply, that new sacrifices were
to be exacted of him, he appealed to the existing treaty,
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as affording the proper and adequate adjustinent of the BOOK VI
rights and interests of the contracting partics; and said, cuwar. v
“I cannot, imagine that means more cffectual than these
can be adopted, for giving stability to the foundations of
friendship and harmony, promoting the security of states,
or the welfare and advantage of all partics” ' This letter
the Governor-General regarded as marked by prevarication
and falsehood, in respect to his iutercourse with the
French ; and by eriminal evasion, in regard to the wmode-
rate and amicable proposition for opening a negotiation.
He veplind, accordingly, by a letter, dated the 9th of
Janunary, 1799, in which he deseribed the enbassy to the
Isle of France ; and cxplicitly declured, that the new en-
gagements into which he affived. that Tippoo had thus
entered with the enemies-of the allics, required o vew
arrangenient for their security. e recomumended that
only one day should be taken to reply to this letter; in-
timating that dangerous eonsequences might result from
a greater delay?  That tinie might not be wanting for the
campaign before the commencement of the rains, was the
motive which impelled the Governor-Ceneral to hasten ;
and, beside the established practics, and inveterate habits
of Oricental courts, the same civenmstance aflorded o strong
wmotive to the Sultan 1o make use of vvery cxpedicnt for
delay.

Tho end of January approaclied, and an answer from
the Sultan had not yet arrived.  This was interpreted
contempt and obstinacy, THis even-assigned as proof of
more determined enmity than was previowsly supposed.
The army was now irtesistible. “On these grounds,” says
the Govrnor-Ceneral, “ towards the close of the month of
Januavry 1799, my intention was to have required from
Tippoo Sultaun, in addition Lo the terms already stated,
the payment of a considerable sui of money, us an in-
demnification for the expense 1o which his hostile and
trenchierous conduet had subjected the alliess

1799.

U DPrinted papers, ut supra, No. 8, inclosure, No. 4.

2 fhid, No. H—-M. Despatehes, 1394, 1t iv essential tovemark, that the
pnly topie on which an immediate reply is insisted on iy Tippoo’s consent to
receive the Foglish envoy.—W.

3 gecter from the Governor-General to the Court of Directors, dated 3rd
August, 1799, ut supra,.—>M,  On the 16th of Junnary a letter was addressed
by Lord Moruington to Tippoo Sultun, forwarding to him one from the km-
peror of Tarkey, * warning the Sultan agaivst a comexion with the rench,
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Before the 3rd of February, Lord Mornington reccived
intelligence that Tippoo bad had prepared two native
vakeels, who, together with one of the French officers who
had lately arrived from the Isle of France, were waiting
at Tranquebar, to embark on a mission to the Executive
Directory of France. This cannot be regarded as a very
extraordinary proceeding in a prince whoknew that a vast
army had been levied against him before any complaint
had been preferred, or so much as an explanation asked,
of his conduct ; and might by himself have been repre-
sented, with surely not less plausibility than, by the Eng-

-lish, their preparations for attack, as a procceding purely

defensive, and imperiously called for by the dangers with
which he was conspicuously threatened. At this time,
however, the Governor-General. determined to suspend all
negotiation, until the united forees of the Company and
their allies shiould, to use his own expressions, “have made
such an impression on the territories of Mysore, as might
give full effect to our just representations.”?

On the 8rd of February, his Lordship despatched his
commands to General Harrls, to enter the territory of
Mysore, with the army which had been assembled at
Velore, and to (eneral Stuart to co-operate with the Bom-
bay army from Malubar; while at the same time he gave
intimation to the allied courts, and the British admiral
on the coast, that he now considered the Company as at
war with Tippoo Sultan,

Another addition was now made to the severity of the
terms. From this time nothing less was to be exacted of
the Sultan, than a cession of his maritime provinces in
perpetuity to the English; an equal territory on their

and exhorting him to renounce all intercourse with them,” offering also the
mediation of the Porte in case of any disagreement between Tippoo and the
English, Lord Mornington again urged upon Tippoo the reception of an am-
bassador “ who will be empowered to conclude the definite arrangemcent of all
difterences” between the Snltan and the allies. The condition of an answer
thierefore * in one day,” had not been insisted on.  In fact, the proposition to
send an ambassador had been thrice repeated, and as no answer had avrived by
the 3rd of February, the objects of the Sultan could not be miganderstood. It
was expressty innnticipation of this policy, and with a view to defeat if, that
the Governer-General divected the fivst movements to be made,  Despatches,
i, 426.—W.

b1t was at any rate o proof that he sought to repel those dangers by force,
not avert them by conciliation.—~W,

2 Letter, 20th March, 1794, ut supra.
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respoetive fronticrs to each of the allies, atnounting to about BOOK VL
the fourth part of his dominions, and a crore and o half auae. v
of yupues.  But, in the second place, if any decisive ad- -
vantage should be obained in the field, or thie war should 1799.
be advaiced tothe opening of the batteries upon Seringa-
patam, the General was not to content himself with
less than the cossion of one whole half of the territories
of which the Sultan was in possession al the commence-
ment of the war, the relinguishinent of all claim to any
of the »laces on the fronticrs of the Company and their
allies, abont which there was any dispute, and the pay-
ment ¢of two crores of sicca vupees,  The dismission of
all Europeans belonging to any country at war wilh the
Englisl, the renunciation of all connexion with the Freneh,
an engizement never to_vetain any individual of that
nation in his service, or evenr to permit- him to reside
within his dominions, to receive at his court a permanent
ambassador from each of the allies, to keep with each of
them an ambassador of his own, and to give up certain
forts and hostages as scourity for the exceution of the
treaty = these were articles comnon to this, with the
former catalogue of terms.!
Ou the 13th of February, the Qovernor-Guneral received
a lottee from Tippoo, in which, after ackuowledging the
receipt of his letters, he desives; ag he is going upon a
hunting excursion, in which he frequently indulged, that
he woild send the deputy (about whom his fricudly pen
had repeatedly written), slightly attended.  This consent,
which was sufficiently cold and ungracious, the Govurnor-
Jenernl describes, us reluctunt and insidions; and he
answe-ed it by referving hin to General Harris, to whom
all his communications were now to be addressed.  This
answes was even bransmitted through that General, who
had orders to forward it to the Sultan on the same day on
which the army should pass the fronticr.
The army, now assembled at Velore, exceeded 20,000
men, wherveof 2635 were cavalry, and 4381 Buropenns : it
was joined, before the eonnncncoment of its march, by
the whole of the British detachment serving with the
Nizam, 6500 strong, by almost an cqual number of the

3} Tnclosures A. and B. of the Gov.-tGen/’s Letter to the Communder-in-
Chief, cated wdnd Jaunary, 1700 —M.  Sce also Despatches, i 404.-W.
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LOOK VI Nizam’s infantry, including a portion of Sepoys latoly
cuar, v commanded by the French, but now by Buitish officers,
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and a large body of cavalry ; “an army,” than which, says
the Governor-General, one “more completely appointed,
more amply and liberally supplied in every department,
or more perfeet in its discipline, and iu the acknowledged
experience, ability, and zeal of its officers, never took the
field in Iudia.” Tho army of the western coast, equal in
excellence, assombled at Cananore, under General Stuart,
amounted to 6420 fighting men, of whom 1617 were
Europeans : aud a force, described as considerable, but of
which the amount is not specified, under Colonels Read
and Brown, were to join or co-operate with the Com-
mander-in-Chief from the southern districts of the Car-
natic and Mysore, ~All this was divected against tho
chieftain of Mysore, who, six years before, was stripped of
one half of his dominions ; und left in possession of a
territory yielding a revenue of little more than a crove of
rupoes, or one million sterling ; while the revenue of the
Anglo-Indian government alone, without speaking of that
of its ally, exceeded nino millions.  What a mass of talent
the petty prince of a petby country must have beon sup-
posed to possess |t

The army of Bombay, under the command of General
Stuart, marched from Cananore on the 21st of February ;
it arrived at the head of the Poodicherruin Ghaut on the
25th of the same month ; and took post at Seedapore and
Seedasere, on the 2nd of Mareh, where it both protected
the large supplics which had been collected in the district
of Coorg, and could readily communicate with the main
army as it approuched to Seringapatain.  Ceneral Iarris
entered the Mysore territory on the 5th of March, and
commenced his operations by the reduction of several
forts upon the frontier; of which none made any con-
siderable resistance ; and some made no resistance at all.

At the time when the Dritish General passed the

V¢ e vietories of the Muarguis Cornwallis (says Col. Beatson, i, 47) had
greatly facilituted any futare plan of operation against the power of Tippoo
Sultaun. By diminishing fis resources, sud inereunsing ouwr pwn, they had
prodiwed a twolold effect. And the extension of our frontier, by the addition
of the Barramaul and Salem districts, and a thorough knowledge of the de~
fonces of Seringapatum, and of the routes leading to that city, were considered
at that moment as inestiinable advantuges.”
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castern frontier of Mysore, Tippoo was supposed to be BOOK VL
encamyped in the vicinity of Madoor, and was expected to cuae. vin.
move in the direction of Bangalove, for the purpose of
opposing the progress of the army. Huaving succeeded in 1799
raiging this expectation, he left his camp near Senapatam,

ou the 28th of February, taking with him the principal

part of his army; and on the morning of the &th of
March, a lavge encampment was observed by General

Stuart, forming hetween him and Periapatam, a town

abont soven miles distant from Seedagere.  On the mormn-

ing of the 6th, little intelligence was yet obtained of the
amount of the cnemy, or the meaning of their appear-

ance ; and General Hartley, the second in command, weut
forward wo reconnoitre,  From his hill of observation, at
day-breas, he perceived the whole of the hostile force in
motion ; the country, however, was covered with jungle ;

the atmosphere was hazy, and it was impogsible to judge
correctly either of their mumbers or object. Between the

hours of nine and ten, the enemy had penetrated with so

much secrecy and expedition through the jungle, that

they attavked the front and rear of the British advanced
position ut almost the same instant,

The narure of the country. had induced Gleneral Stuart
to place t1e army in several divisions. Three native bat-
talions, under Colonel Montresor, were posted at Secda-
sere, to which another battalion was added, after the appear-
ance of the enemy on the 5th; the raain body of tho army,
with the park and provisions, remained at SBeedapore and
Ahmooterar, the first eight miles, the latter twelve, inrear
of the advanced position. General Hartley remained to
aid in vreprlling the attack. The Dest position of which
the circumstances admitted, was assumed ; and this body
of Sepoys, though completely surrounded, and contending
not only with o great disparity of numbers, but other wyu-
favourablo circminstances, defended themselves with such
deteriined galluntry, that the Sultan's troops woere unable
to break them. The General hastened forward with the
rest of the army, excepting the fourth corps, which, being
posted at some distance in the rear, was intercepted by a
column of the enemy, and unable to join. It was not till
half-past two, bowever, that he arrived in sight of the divi-
gion of the eneiny which had penctrated to the rear. It

VOL. VI, G
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BOOK VI withstood and answered a brisk fire of musqguetry, for
crAp. vin, about half an hour; but then fled with precipitation
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through the jungles, to join the rest of the army to which
it Lelonged. The General now advanced to join Montresor
and his brave companions. The men had for more than
six hours been engaged with a superior encmy ; were spent
with fatigue; and their amtnunition was almost exhausted.
The advance of the troops with the Gencral was the signal
for the enemy to intermit the attack, which till this time
they had upheld in front; and at twenty miuvutes past
three they were retiving in all directions. General Stuart,
apprehending a return of the enemy, which might place
them in his rear, and perhaps in possession of the great
magazine of vice collected by the Coorg Raja,! deemed it
of more importance to ¢oncentrate his army at Seedapore,
than to maintain the position of Scedasere, which was
chiefly useful, ag the only spol from which the signals,
concerted between the two armies, could be observed. The
killed, wounded, and missing, according to the regimental
retwns, iu the British army, were only 143, The loss of
the enemy was no doubt considerable. Tippoo remained
in his camp at Periapatani till the 11th, desiring, but
afraid, to strike a second blow ; and arrived at Seringapa-
tam on the 14th, whence ho hastencd to meet the army
approaching from the east.

So little, in truth, did the Governor-General respect the
power of the Sultan, that the plan upon which he deter-
mined implied a confidence in the inability of that prince
to offer almost any obstruction to the army which was
sent to destroy him. It was planned, that it should not
wait to reduce any of the intermediate forts between the
frontier and the capital of the Sultan, or to form a clear
line of communication, but march directly upon Seringa-
patam, and by a single blow terminate the contest.

The Governor-General, amid the talents for command
which he possessed in a very unusual degree, displayed two
qnalitics of primary importance: he has seldom been
surpassed in the skill with which he made choice of his
instruments: and having made choice of his instruments,

! The Raja accompanicd General Stuart, and was present with him in the
battic; whicl he deseribed with vast adiniration, in a letter to the Governor-
General, quoted by Col. Wilks,
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he commnicated to them, with full and unsparing hands, BOOK V1.
the pawers which were necessary for the end they were omar. viun

empleyed to accomplish,  (feneral Harris was not only in-
vested with unrestricted military powers, but was au-
thorized to exert all the eivil authority which would have
belonged to the Covernor-Gleneral himself, in his situation,
His instructions embraced the two sets of terms, to which,
in twe events, the Governor-General determined, upon the
march of the army, to clevate his demands.  And he was
further provided with a political and diplomatic commis-
sion. This was composed of the Henowable Colonel
Wellestey, Lieutenant Colonel Close, Licutenant-Colonel
Agnew, and Captain Macaulay as their secretary. The
comtoission was not entitled to act, except in obedience to
the orders of the Generals

The army was not ready to meke its first united move-
ment o the enemy’s ground befove the 9th of March
within one day of the time which the Commander, in his
orders to Gleneral Stuart, had described, as the latest
momernt at which he could with safety arrive at Scrings-
patam. The British army was overdoaded with equip-
ments it carried an enormous frain of battering eannon for
the sicge of Seringapatam ; it véquired ‘a prodigious mass of
vehicle « for the provisions and stores of & campaign to he car-
ried on without an open line of communieation ; to all this
was added the cumbrous baggago of the Nizam’s army, a host
of brirjarries, and the innumerable followers of tho camp,
No suff:cient measures were prepared for the orderly move-
ment of this vast, unwieldy machine, Colonel Wilks alleges
that such measures wore inpossible. 150 ; either this was
one of ~he niost rash and hazardong expeditions that over
was uncertaken; or the British leaders must have counted
upon a wonderful inferiority, cither of means or of under-
standing, on the part of their foe. Asauredly, had an
onemy, with any thing like an adequate foree, employed
himself with any considerable degree of activity and skill,
in making war upon the movement of this disorderly
mass, which it was by no means possiblo to cover with the
troops, it is hardly probuble that he would not have re-
tarded it till the conmmenceraent of the rains; and so

1 For a 411 neconnt of the objects of the commission,  Bee Letter to tene-
ral Ilarris, 220d Yeb, 1799, Despatchies, i, 442,—W,

1
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BOOK VI, harassed the iufuntry, and worn out the cavalry, that a
cuarp. vin great portion of the baggage, stores, and ammunition

1789,

would have fallen into his hands. The great thing to be
dreaded, in marching at once to Seringapatam, without
regard to the communication behind, was famine. This
evil wag all but incurred; and nearly the whole of the
dranght and carriage bullocks died, though the arrival of
the army was probably not retarded a single day by the
efforts of the enemy.

So great was the confusion, even on the first day’s
march, that the army halted on the 11th, to see if a remedy
could in any degree be applied. It moved on the 12th, but
with o little improvement, that it halted again on the 13th,

From Bangalore, within sight of which, now dismantied,
tho army encawped o the 14th, there were three roads
by which it coull march upon Seringapatam. The ex-
pectation of tlie cnemy was; that the British would oceupy
and repair Bungalore, form a line of communication in the
sume manncr a8 before, and advunce by the middle and
shortest of the roads.

The confusion of the march was so great, that the Dri-
tish army halted a third time on the 15th ; and destroyed
as much of the mass of stores as it was supposed that by
any possibility the exigencies of the service would allow.
On the 18th, it again halted a fourth day ; and “ the loss
of powder, shot, and other military stores, had alveady
been so considerable, as to excite some degree of alurm, at
this early period of the caupaign.”!

Of the ronds leading to Seringapatam, the Southern, by
Kaunkanhully, was that sclected for the advanco of the
British army ; and so well had the design been disguised,
that while the forage on the oxpected route had been com-
pletely destroyed, it was still preserved upon this, No
memorable incident oceurred from the time when the
army entered the Kaunkanhully route on the 16th, till it
reached the tanks at Achel, hetween Kaunkanhully and
Sultanipet. These tanks were of so much impertance, that
“the destruction of them,” says Colonel Wilks, “ in 1791,
had compelled Lord Cornwallis to make the longer mareh,
the injurious effects of which, on his exhausted cattle,

! 'hese are the words of two distinguished officers of the same army ; Deat-
gon, p. 60, and Wilks, iii. 407,
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were sensibly and severely felt during the remainder of BOOK VL
the campaign.” Of o similar destruction, that intelligent coare.vi

officer adds, “the congequences on this occasion would
have been still more injurious than those experienced in
1791 It was by the merest accident, that this fatal
event was prevented. A detachment sent forward on the
night of the 21st, arrived not #ill the breaches were made
in the emnbankment, and were just in time to save the
total loss of the waters.

When she Sultan, after his return from the attack upon
General Stuart, left his capital to meet the advancing
army, he made his first movement on the niddle road,
but beihz soon made acquainted with its true direction,
he deviated by his right to Malvilly, and encamped ou the
18th, at the Madoor river, where he was joined by the two
corps of his army, which had been left during his absence
to hang upon the British line.  “The southern road,” says
Colonel Wilks, “from this river, to the point where (fenoral
Harris first entered it, presented numerous situations
where the advance of the British army.might have been
obstructed, and at least materially delayed, by steady
troops, without any risk of disasten to themselves.” What
is more ramarkable, Tippoo, ns we are told by the same
high authority, “after examining and occupying the finest
imaginable position for opposing the passage of the river
in front, anid placing beyond it a strongeorps to operate
at the sume time on his enemy's right flank, from very
advantageous ground, with an openrear and a secure retreat
from both positions, abandoned the intention of giving
battle on this ground;” and determined to fight on ground,
about twn miles from Malvilly, which, among other advan-
tages gratuitously bestowed ou his encmy, gave them,
during the intended action, the most convenient cover for
their unwieldy impediments,”

The slow movement of the Ruglish brought them to the
Madoor river on the 24th, where they learned the particu-
lars of the march which had been made by the Sultan
upon General Stuart; and on the evening of the 27th, on
approaching the intended ground of encampment to the
weatward of Malvilly they espied the army of the Sultan,
at a few miles’ distance, drawn up on a height, As the
first grand object of the General was, to carry his equip-

1799,
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BOOK VI ments safe to the walls of Seringapatam, he determined
cuap. viir neither to seek uor avoid an action. The advanced piquets,
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however, being attacked by tho enemy, uud tnore troops
being sent to their aid, a general action came on. The
Dritish army under General Harris formed the right wing;
the Nizam’s army with the 33rd regiment, under Cnlonel
Wellesley, formed tho left.  On the right wing, which had
deployed into line, and begun to advance, an opening
between two brigades, produced by the ground, tempted
the Sultan. He advanced in person with a body of cavalry,
till in the very act to charge. The cffort was against the
Europeans ; coolly directed ; and exccuted with o rauch
spirit, that many of the horsemen fell on the bayenets.
But it produced not so-auch as a momentary disorder in
the ranks ; and the line advaneing in such a manner as to
outflank the enemy’s left, his guns were soon after with-
drawn from the heights. The cushoons of the Sultan
faced Colonel Wellesley with some steadiness, till within
aixty yards, whet, the 33rd regiment quickening step, they
gave way ; and Colonel Floyd, seizing the critical moment,
charged them with his cavalry, and destroyed them to a
man. The efficient state of the Sultan's equipments, and
the deplorable state of the British, admitted not an idea
of pursuit, The loss of the English was sixty-nine men,
that of the Sultan, more than a thousand.

Immediately after this injudicious aftair, the Sultan
marched, with a design to place himself on the rear of Ge-
neral Harriz, during the remainder of his march to
Seringapatam. DBut he oxpected himn to advance on the
same road which had been taken by Lord Cornwallis in
1791, As it was anticipated that the forage on this road
would be completely destroyed, the project had for somo
time been contemplated of crossing the Cavery at Sosilla,
about fifteen miles east of Seringapatam, if the ford, upon
examination, should appear to be practicable. The succesys
was complete, and the battering train, with the lust of the
army, was over on the 30th, while tho enemy was at a
distance, lookiug for them in a different direction. This
last disappointmeut struck a damp to the heurt of the
Sultan. Having received the whole of his principal officers,
“We have arrived,” said he, “at our last stage ; what is
your determination 1”  “To die along with you,” was the
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unanimous reply.! It was the opinion of this meeting of BOOK V1.
Tippoo and his friends, that General Hareis would not cuar, visw
)

make his abtuck on the southern side of the fort, but
would cross over into the island. The determination was,
to meet him on his route, and find either vietory or death.
The Sultan and his friends took a most affecting leave, as
if for the last time in this world, and all were bathed in
tears, 1t wus casy for the Sultan, whose equipments were
in order. to anticipate the approach of the English, He
crossed at the ford of Arakerry, and took up the intended
position near the village of Chendgdl. It was not, Low-
cver, th: intention of the Euglish General to cross into
the islard ; and when, instead of pointing to the fords, he
wade a circuit to the left, to-aveid some inconvenient
marching, and reach the ground oecupied by Geueral
Abercromby in 1792, the Sultan, whose dispositions were
not caleulated for such a moveuwent, ventured not to make
opposition ; and the English army took up its ground for
the siegn of the capital, on the 5th day of April, exactly one
month after it passed the enemy’s fronticr; having advanced
at the rate of not seven miles o day on entemy’s ground, and
not five mniles a day [rom the commencement of its march,

A new line of intrenchments had been constrocted on
this sidy of the fort, which, reaching from the Dowlut
Baug to the Periapatam bridge, and within six or seven
hundred yards of the walls, avoided the fault of the
redoubts in 1792, distant too far to be supported by the
guns of the fort. Between these works and the river, tho
infantry of Tippoo was now cncamped, To save the Bri-
tish camyp from annoyance, amd advance some posts, an
attack was ordered the same evening under Colonels
Wellesley und Shaw, on the purt of the cnemy, ocoupying a
water-course in front. It failed, not without loss.® But

1 Wilks, iii. 414,

2 Chis aftair, of no great importance at the tine, had visen into somc inte«
regt by eircmmstances said to have been conneeted with it, and the celebrity of
the first-namced of the officers cmployed.  As stuted by Col, Gurwood, it was
thus 1 ¢ Both divisions marched o little after sunset. The darkness of the
night was very untavourable to their udvance.  Col. Shawe seized u ruined vil-
lage within forty yards of the ayueduet,  Colonel Wellesley, adyvancing at the
aame time with one wing of the 33rd regiinent to attack the Tope, was, upon
entering it. nssailed on every side by a hot tire of musquetry and rockets. This
circumstance, joined to the extreme darkness of the night, the buduess of the
grouud, and the uncertainty of the enemy's position, were inducements to
contine the operations to the object of causing a diversion to Col. Shaw’s at-

tack, and Ly posipone any farther attempt until a more tavourabie opportunity
showld veiur. Dispatelies of the Duke of Welllngton, i, 23, General Har-

1799,
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BOOK VI next morning a force was sent, which the party of the
cHap, vuL enemy could not resist ; and strofig advanced posts were

1799.

established within 1800 yards of the fort, with their left
on the river, and their right on Sultanpet,

On the 6th, General Floyd, with four regiments of ca-
valry, and the greater part of the lett wing of the army,
marched for the purpose of bringing on General Stuart ; a
proceeding, which the cavalry and part of the infantry of
the Sultan marched at the same time to impede. The
junction was made on the 14th; the active and well-
conducted exertions of the Sultan’s cavalry having pro-
duced po other effect than the necessity of a little more
caution, and a little move time. And on the next day the
Bombay army, having crosged the river to the north, oc-
cupied a ground-in continuation of the line of General
Harris, with a view particularly to the enfilade both of
the face to be attacked, and the exterior trenches.

On the 9th, Tippoo, who had not before made any
answer to the letter of the Governor-General, forwarded
to him when the army crossed his frontier, sent to Ge-
neral Harris a letter, of which the following is a transla-
tion :

“The Governor-General, Lord Mornington, Bahauder,
sent me a letter, copy of which is enclosed: you will
understand it.. I bave adhered firmly to treaties: what
then is the meaning of the advance of the English armies,
and the occurrence of hostilities? Inform me—What
need I say more 1

The British commander replied in the following terms :

“10th April, 1799,

“Your letter, enclosing copies of the Governor-Gene-
ral's letter, has been received. TFor the advance of the
English and allied armies, and for the actual hostilities,
I refer you to the several letters of the Governor-

vig's account, from his private disry, runs thus: Gth Aprilb—Remained under
great anxiety until near twelve at night, from the fear our troops had fired on
each other.  Near twelve, Col. Wellesley came to my tent, in a good deal of
agitation, to suy that he had not carried the Tope. 1t proved that the 33rd,
with which he aftacked, gnt futo confugion, and conld not be formed, which
was a great pity, as it must be particularly nnpleasant to him. Lifo of Lord
Harris, 1. 296, On the following day the attuck upon the Tope wad renewed,
under the command of Col. Wellesley, and the post was carried in less than
twenty minutes,  ibid. 297, —W.
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General, which are sufficlently explanatory on the sub- BoOK VI

jeet.”

On the 168h was made an slarming discovery. The
General, in Lis letter to Lord Movnington, dated the 18th,
says: “0n measuring the bags, to ascertain what rice they
really cantained, they were found so much diminished by
loss or fiaud, that eighteen days’ provision, Jor the fighting
mei, at ralf allowance, is all that remains in camp. Qur
supplies must, thorefore, arvive before the Gl of May, to
save us from extreme distress” !

On the 17th, operations of cousidersble importance,
less difiznlt because simultaneous, were accomplished
on both sides of the river. The enemy wors dislodzed
from a ground commanding that which was intended for
the appreaches and batterios of Geneval Stuart ; the troops
were estublished under a good cover within 1000 yards of
the western angle of the fork; and while the enemy's

4 3 :
aftention wus engaged with these operations, the bed of a
water-course was seized on the southern side, which
formed a parallel at an equal distance frotn the fort,

The state of the grain constifuted now an object of the
greatest solicitude, and every thing was to he done for the
purpose f hastening the arvival of Lhe two corps, which
were expected to bring a supply from Coimbetore and
Baramahl  To conduet them, General Floyd marched on
the 19th toward the Caveriporan puss, with the whole of
the regular cavalry, the whole of Nizam Ali's cavalry, and
and a brigade of infantry, followed by all {he brinjarrios,
and all the superfluous followers of the cap,

The 20h produced several events. A battery openad
from the northern bunk on the cnfilade of the southe
western frce, und of the encmy’s intrenchment on the
southern side of the river The cucruy were dislodged

! In the Dary of General Tlarris the cirewmstances are thus recorded,
“16th, T sorry to add, that this day, on meustring oup to ascerfain
the exact quan(ity tn store, we discovered, thut, from loss or and, the Dags
werg so exiremely defieient, that only eighreen days’ rice, at half allowance,
s in camp for the ighting men. Unless Col, Neade's supplies arrive before the
6th of May, the anny will be without provision.  There is plenty in the Coorg
country, bt we have no means to convey or escort it hither; but I hope to L
in Seringapat:na before the end of the month.  Life of Lord Hurris, 315, The
alarin of the thiernl seemns, however, to have been unnecessary. According to
Munra, there was no want of grain in the eamp, althongl the public atock wis
Jow, ‘¢ The public grain of the arny wonld only have lasted till the Tth, but

a gquantity sufheient to last fifieen days longer, was discovered in the POSSCH-
sion of dealers who had brought it on for sule,  Life of Mumyo, i. 212.

CHAD. VI,

1799,
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BOOK VI, from a position 400 yards in advance of their general in-
cuar. vi trenchments ; and a parallel was established on the spot.

1799,

~- within 780 yards of the fort. In the evening, the follow-

ing letter from the Sultan was received in camyp:

“In the letter of Lord Mornington, it is written, that
the clearing up of matters at issue is proper, and that
thercfore you, having been empowered for the purpose,
will appoint such persons as you judge proper for con-
ducting a conference, and renewing the business of a
treaty. You are the well-wisher of both Sircars. In this
matter what is your pleasure? Inform me, that a con-
ference may take place.”

On the 22nd, General Harris replied by a letter, stating,
that security, not conquest, was the object of the English
government, to whose pacific propositions he complained
that Tippoo had hitherto refused to listen ; and transmitted
the draught of & preliminary treaty, drawn up according
to the second and severest seb of terms contained in the

tovernor-General’s instructions.

In the situation to which affairs were now reduced, the
annexation of the following sceveritics was deemed advis-
able. That four of the Sultan’s sons, and four of his gene-
rals, to be named by the British commander, should be
given up as hostages. That acceptance of these conditions
should be transmitted under his hand and seal within
twenty-four hours ; and the hosfages, and one crore of yu-
pees, be delivered in forty-eight. And that if these pledges
wore not given, the British commander would hold him-
self at liberty to extend his demands for security, cven to
the possession of the fort of Seringapatam, till the conclu-
sion of a definitive treaty.

It was the instruction of the Governor-General, that the
set of terms now put in the shape of a treaty should be
sent just before the opening of the batteries upon the fort
of Seringaputam. But the advanced period of the season,
and the failure of provisions, when nothing but possession
of the fort conld, in the opinion of General Harris, justify
him in the delaying the siege for an instant, made him
deem it hazardous to be the leader in an overture toward
peace. The seuntiments to which the Governor-General
was brought by the progress of events are thus described
in his own words, “Towards the end of April, fresh circum-
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stances arose, which disposed me to think, that if the BoOx VI
course of the war should favour the atlempt, it would be cuar, vire

prudent :nd justifiable entirely to overthrow to power of —

Tippoo. Accordingly, on the 23rd of April, I signified to
Lieutenant-General Harris my wish, that the power and
resources of Tippoo Sultan should be reduced to the
lowest state, and cven utterly destroyued, if the events of
the war should furnish tho opportunity.”!

On the night of the 24th, the approaches to the fort
were advanced 250 yards.  On the 25th, a battery of four
guns was erceted to destroy the defences of some works
which bore on the assailants ; and it epened with consi-
derable etfect on the morning of the 26th, The enemy’s
guns wote now almost wholly silenced.  On the evening of
the sainc day, the enemy's intrenchments;in advance, were
attacked ; and carried, afteér an obstinate coutest, which
lasted a grreat part of the night.  This acquisition was im-
portant, becausoe it furnished the ground on which the
breaching batteries were to be erectod, The British troops
occupied the works on the 27th; and in the following
night made their lodgment secure.

On the morning of the 28th, another letter arrived from
the Sultsy, intimating the magnitude of the questions to
be determined, and signifying his intention to send two
petsons, for the immediate ¢commencenient of a confercuce,
without which an adjustment of so wuch importance
could not be satisfactorily performed. To this the CGene-
ral replied, that no modification would be made of the
terms al eady transmitted ; that ambassadors were, there-
fore, unt ecessary, and would not be received, unless they
were acompanied by the hostages and speeie, already de-
manded ; and that only till three o'clock the next day
would time be allowed for an answer.

A breaching battery of six guus was erccted on the
night of the 28th; and on the morning of the 30fh it
began to fire.  On the first day il demolished part of the
the outward wall at tho west angle of the fort, and made
an impression on the masonry of the bastion within it.
On the second its tive was attended with increasod effect.
An addizional battery, constructed on the night of April
the 30tk opencd in the morning of tho 2ud of May., On

t Laotter to Lirectors, 3rd August, 1799, ubsupra.
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BOOK VI the 8rd, the breach appeared to be practicable, and pre-
omap, viiL parations were eagerly made for the assault. On the

1799,

wmorning of the 4th, the troops destined for the service
were placed in the trenches before day-light, that no ex-
traordinary movement might serve to put the enemy on
their guard. The heat of the day, when the people of the
East, having taken their mid-day vepast, give themselves
up to a season of repose, and when it was expected that
the troops in the fort would be least prepared to resist,
was chosen for the hour of attack. Four regiments and
ten flank companies of Europeans, three corps of grenadier
sepoys, and 200 of the Nizam’s troops, formed the party
for the assault. Colonels Sherbrooke, Dunlop, Dalrymple,
Gardener, and Mignan, commanded the flank corps ; and
the condnct of tho cnterprise. was intrusted to Major-
General Baird, who had solicited the dangerous service,
At one o’clock the troops began to move from the trenches.
The width, and rocky chanmsl of the river, though at that
time it contained but little water, its exposure to the fire
of the fort, the imperfection of the breach, the strength of
the place, the numbers, courage, and skill of its defenders,
conatituted such an accumulation of difficulties, that no-
thing less than unbounded confidence in the force and
courage of his men could have inspired a prudent General
with hopes of suceess. The troops descended into the
bed of the river, and moved, regardless of a tremendous
fire, towards the opposite bank,

From the time when General Tlarris sat down before the
fort, the Sultan had remained on the ramparts, varying his
position according to the incidents of the siege. The ge-
neral charge of the angle attacked, was given to Seyed
Saheb, and Seyed Goffhir, the last, an able officer, who
began his carcer in the Engligh service, and was in the
number of the prisoners at the disaster of Colonel Brath-
waite,

The angle of the fort which the English attacked was of
such a nature, that a entrenchment to cut it off might
have been easily effected; and this was counselled by the
most judicious of the Mysorean officers.  But the mind of
the Sultan, which was always defective in judgment, ap-
pears to have been prematurely weakened by the disad-
vantages of his situation. By the indulgence of arbitrary
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power, and the arts of his flatterers, his mind was brought BOOK VI.
into that situation in which it could enduve to hear 1o~ crar, vi,
thing but what gratified the will of the moment. He had
accordingly estranged from his presence every person of a 1799
manly character; and swrounded himself with young men
and parasites, who made it their business not ouly to gra-
tify his mest childish inclinations, but to occupy him
with a,perpetual succession of wretched pursuits, He
seetns, therofore, when adversity cae upon hiw, to have
been rendered too effeminate to look it steadily in the
face ; aud oxploring firmly the nature of the danger, to
employ in the best manner the nieans which were in his
power for averting it. "L'he flatterors were uble to persuade
Lim, partly that the fort was too strong to be taken, partly
that God would protect him ; and they maintained suc-
cessfully that indaecision whiek was now: congenial to the
relaxed habit of his wiud.  %He ig surréunded,” said
Seyed Goffhar, who was wounded early iu the siegn,
“by boys and flatterers, who will not let him see with
his own eyes. 1 do not wish to survive the vesult, I
am going aboubt in scarch of ‘death, and cannot find
it”

On the morning of the 4th, Seyod Gofilér, whom from
the number of men iu the trendhes inforred the intention
to assault. sent information“to the Saltan. The Sultan
retwrned for answer, that it was good ta be on the alert,
but assured him, as persuaded by the flatterers, that the
assawlt would not take place il night. | And in tho mean-
time he was absorbed in religious and astrological opera-
tions ; the ome, to purchiase the favour of Leaven ; the
other, to ascortain ity decroes. Seyed Gofthir,” says Colo-
nel Wilks, “having satisfied himself, by further observa-
tion, that one hour wonld not clapse before the assuult
would comtnence, hurricd in a stale of vage and despair
towards she Sultan: ‘I will go, suid le, ‘und drag hin to
the breach, and make himn see by what o seb of wretches
he is surrounded ; I will compe! him to cxert himself at
this lust moment” He was going, and met a party of
pioneers, whom he had long lovked for in vain, to eut
off the approach by the southern rampart  *I must first,
said he, ‘show those people the work they have to do;
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BOOK VI, and in the act of giving his instructions, was killed by a
CHAP, Vi1 cannon-shot,” !

1799.

The Sultan was about to begin his mid-day repast under
a small tent, at his usual station, on the northern face,
when the news was brought him of the death of Seyed
Goffhar, and excited strong agitation, Before the vepast
was finished, he heard that the assault was begun. He
instantly ordered the troops that were about him, to stand
to their arms, commanded the carbines to be loaded,
which the servants in attendance carried for his own use,
and hurried along the northern rampart to the beach.

“In less than seven minutes from the period of issuing
from the trenches, the Dritish colours were planted on the
suminit of the breach.” It was regulated, that as soon as
the assailants surmounted the rampart, one half of them
should wheel to the right, the other to the loft, and that
they should meet over the castern guteway. The right,
which was led Ly General Baird, met with little resistance,
both as the enemy, lest retreat should be cut off, aban-
doned the cavaliers, and as the inner rampart of the
south-western face was exposed to a perfect enfilade.
The assailunts on the left’ were opposed in a different
manner. Lieutenant-Colonel Dunlop, by whom it was
commanded, received a wound in the ascent; and the
Sultan passed the nearest traverse, ag the column quitted
the breach. A succession of well-constructed traverses
were most vigorously defended; and a flanking fire of
musquetry, from tho inner rampart, did great execution
upon the assailants, All the commissioned officers,
attached to the leading companies, were soon either killed
or disabled ; and the loss would, at any rate, have been
great, had not a very critical assistance been received.
When the assailants first surmounted the breach, they
werc not a little surprised by the sight of a deep, and, to
appearance, impassable ditch between the exterior and
interior lines of defence. A detachment of the 12th regi-
ment, having discovered a narrow strip of the terve-plein,
left for the passage of the workmen, got up the inner

' ist. Sketehes, i 436, 437, For the interior history of the Mysoreans,
ot this time, Col. Wilks, who afterwards governed the country, enjoyed singu-
Jar advantages ; and we nmay contide in his diserbmination of the sonrces and
quulitics of his information,
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rampart of the enfiladed face, without much opposition ; BOOK VL
and, wheeling to the left, drove before them the mug- cHar. vt
queteers who were galling the assailants of the left attack,
and they at last reached the flank of the traverse, which
was do’ended by the Sultan, The two columns of the
English. on the outer and inner rampart, then moved in a
positior. to expose the succossive traverses to a front and
flank five at the same time; and forced the enemy from
one to snother, till they pereeived the British of the right
attack, over the castern gate, and ready to fall upon them
in the rear; when they bLroke and hastoned to cseape.
The Sultan continned on foot daring the greater purt of
this time, performing the part rather of a common suldier,
than a general, fiving several times upon the assailants
with his own hands. But alittle before the timo at which
his troops resigned the contest, ie complained of pain and
weakners in one of his legs, in which he had roceived a
severe wound when young, and orderod a horse. When
abandoned by his men, instead of seeking to make his
escape, which the proximity of the water-gate would havo
rendered easy, he made his way toward the gate into the
interior fort. As he was crossing to the gate by the
cemmunication from the outer rampart, he received a
musques-ball in the right side, nearly as high as the
breast, but still pressced on, till he arrived at the gate.
Fugitives, from within, “as well as from without, weve
crowdinz in opposite directions to this gate; and the
detachnient of the 12th had descended into the body of
the place, for the purpose of arresting the influx of the
fugitives from the outer works, The two columuns of the
assailan-s, one without the zate, and one within, were now
pouring into it a destructive fire from both sides, when
the Sul'an arrived. Endeavouring o pass, he received
another wound from the fire of the inner detachment ; his
horge also, being wounded, sunk under him, and hig
turban fell to the ground, while his friends dropped
rapidly around him. His attendants placed him in his
palankeen, but the place was already so crowded, and
choked up with the dead and the dying, that he could
not be removed.  According to the statement of a servant
who survived, some English soldiers, a few minutes after-
wards, enterod the gateway ; and one of them offering to

1799,
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BOOK VL pull off the sword-belt of the Sultan, which was very rich,
cuar, vtk Tippoo, who stil) held his sabre in his hand, made a cut at

1799,

him with all his remaining strength. The man, wounded
in tho knee, put his firelock to his shoulder, and the Sultan,
recciving the ball in his temple, expired.

The two bodies of assailants, from tho right and the left
had met over the Eastern gateway; and the palace was
the only place within the fort not now in their possession.
In this the faithful adherents of Tippoo, whose fate was yet
unknown, were expected to make a desperate stand in
defence of their sovereign and his family, The troops,
exhausted by the heat and the toils of the duy, stood in
need of refreshment. In the mcan-time Major Allan was
sent with a guard to inform the persons within the palace,
that if they swrrendered immediately their lives should be
secured ; that any resistance, on the other hand, would be
fatal to them all. 'When that officer arrived at the palace,
before which a part of the British troops were already
drawn up, he observed several persons in the balcony,
apparently in the greatest consternation. Upon com-
municating his message, the Kelledar, another officer of
distinction, and a confidential servant, came over the
terrace of the front building, and descended by an un-
finished part of the wall. They exhibited great cmbarrass-
ment, and a disposition to delay ; upon which the British
officer reminded them of their danger, and pledging him-
self for the protection of the inmates of the palace, desired
admittance, that he might give the samo assurance to the
Sulten himself. They manifested strong aversion to this
proposition ; but the Major insisted upon returning with
them ; and desiring two other officers to join him, they as-
cended by the broken wall, and lowered themselves down on
a terrace, on which there was a number of armed mon. The
Major, carrying a white flag in his hand, which he had
formed on the spur of the occasion by fastening a cloth to
a serjeant’s pike, assured them it was a pledge of security,
provided no resistance was attempted : and as an addi-
tional preof of his sincerity took off his sword, which he
insisted upon placing in the hands of the Kelledar. All
affirmed that the family of the Sultan was in the palace,
but not the Sultan himself. Their agitation and indecision
were conspicuous, The Major was obliged to remind them,
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that the fury of the troops, by whom they were now BOOK VI
surrounded, was with difficulty restrained ; and that the cwarovir
consequences of delay would be futal. The rapid move-
ments of several persons within the palace, where many 1799
hundreds of Tippoo's troops still remained, made him
begin to tanink the situation eritical even of himself and
hiy companions, by whom he was advised to take back his
sword. A any suspicion, however, of treachery, reaching
in their peesent state the minds of the British soldiers,
would inflame them to the most desperate acts, probally
the massacre of every hwman being within the palace
wallg, he hiad the gallantry, ns well ns the presence of mind
to abstain from such an exhibition of distrust, In tho
mean time, he was entreated by the people on the terrico
to hold ths flag in a conspieuous manner, as well to give
confidence to the people within the palace; as to prevent
the Dritish troops from forcing the gates, Growing im-
patient of delay, the Major sent ahother message to the
Princes. They now sent him word, that he would be
reccived 13 soon as a carpet for the purpose could bo
procured . and in a few minutes the Kelledar returned to
conduct 1.imn.

He found two of the Prinees seated on the carpet, sur-
rounded vy attendunts. # The recollection,” says Major
Allen, “f Moiz ad Dien, whom on a former occasion I
had seen delivered up with hig brother, hostages to Lord
Cornwall s ; the sad reverse of their fortunc; their fear,
which, notwithstanding their struggles to conceal it, was
but too cvident, excited the strongest cmotions of com-
passion ‘n my mind”  He endeavoured by every mark of
tenderncss, and by the strongest assurauces of proteciion
and respect, to tranquillize their minds. His first object
was, to discover where the Sultan was concealed. Ho next
requested their consent to the opening of the gates. At
this proposition they were alarmued. Without the antho-
rity of their father, whom they desived o consalt, they
were afraid to take upon themsclves a decision of such
unspeakable importauce. The Major assured them, that
he would post a guard of their own scpoys within the
palace, sud o guard of Buropeans without ; that no person
should =nter bubt by his authority ; that he would return
and rewain with them, until General Baird should arvive ;
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and that their own lives, as well as that of every person
in the palace, depended upon their compliance. Their
confidence was gained. Upon opening the gate, Major
Allan found Geneval Baird and several officers with a large
body of troops assembled. It was not sale to adnit the
troops, who were burning for vengeance. And Major Allan
returned to conduct the Princes, whose reluctance to quit
the palace was not easy to bo overconie, to the prescuce of
the General.  Ceneral Baird was one of those Dritish
officers who had personally experienced tho eruclty of
their father, and suffered all the horrors of a three years’
imprisonment in the place which he had now vietoriously
entered. His mind too had been influned by a report
at that instant received; that Tippoo had murdered all tho
Furopeans made prisoners during the sicze.  “Ie was
nevertheless,” says Major Allan, “sonsibly affected by the
sight of the Princed; and his gallantry ou the assault was
not wore conspieuous than the modetation and hamanity
which he on this oceasion displayed. Te reccived the
Princes with every mark of regard: repeatedly assured
them that no violonce or insult should be offercd to them,
and he gave them in charge to two officers to conduct
them to head quarters in camp.” They woere oscorted by
the light compuny of a Furopean regiment; and the
troops were ordered to pay thew the cowpliment of pre-
senting arms as they passed.

The mind dwells with peculiar delight upon these in-
stances in whichthe sweot sympathies which one human
being bas with another, and which are of infinite import-
ance in private life, prevail over the destructive passions,
alternately the cause and consequence of war, The
pleasure, at the same time, which we feel in conceiving
tho emotions produced in such u seene, lead the bulk of
mankind to overvalue greatly the virtues which they
imply. When you have glutted upon your victim the
passions of ambition and revenge ; when you have reduced
him from greatness and power, to the weakness and
dependence which mark the iuscet on which you tread,
a fow tewrs, and the restraint of the foot frons the final
stap, are not a very arduons virtue. The graud mis-
fortune is to bo made an inscet.  When that is done, it is
a slight, if any wddition to the misfortune to be erushed
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at once. The virtue to which exalted praise would be BOOK VI,
due, and to which human nature is gradually ascending, creae. v,

would be, to restrain in time the selfish desives wlich
hurry us on to the havee we are vain of contemplating
with a scrt of pity after we have made it.  Let not the
mercy, however, be slighted, which is shown even to the
victim we have made. It is so much gained for human
nature. [t is a gain which, however late, the progress and
diffugion of philosophy at last have produeed ; they will
in time produce other and greater results,

When he persons of the Princes were seenred, Tippoo
was to be searched for in every corner of the palace. A
party of Fnglish troops were adinitted, and those of
Tippoo disarmed.  After proceeding tlhrongh several of
the apartments, the Kellodar was eutreated, if Le valued
his own life, or that of his master, to dis¢over where he
was concaaled.  That officer, Jaying his hand upon the hilt
of Major Allan’s sword, protested, in the most solemn
manner, that the Sultan was not in the palace ; that he
had been wounded during the storin s and was lying in a
aateway on the northern side of the fort.  He offered to
conduct the inquirers; and subif to any punishment if
he was found to have deceived, General Baird and the
officers who accompanied I, proceeded to the spot;
covered with a promiscuous and shoeking heap of hodies
wounded and dead. At first, the bodies were dragged out
of the gateway to be examined, it being already too dark
to distignish them where they lay. As this mode of
examingtion, however, threatened to be very tedious, a
light was procured, and Major Allan and the Kelledoar went
forward to the place.  After some search, the Sultan’s
palankeen was discovered, and wnder it 4 person wounded,
but not dead.  He was afterwavds ascertained to be the
Raja Khan, ane of Tippoo’s most confidential servants,
who halattended his master during the whole of the fatal
day. This person being made acquainted with the olject
of the search, peinted out the spot where the Sultan had
fallen. The body being brought out and suffeiently re-
eozmised, was conveyed in a palankeen to the palace. It
was warnm when fivst discoverad s the eyes were open, the
foatures not distorted, and Major Allan and Colonel Wel-
lesloy were for a few moments doubtful, whether it wag

1799,
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BOOK VI not alive. It had four wonndy, three in the trunk, and
cHAP, vinL one in the temple, the bull of which, having entered a

1709,

little above tho right ear, had lodged in the check. His
dress consisted of a jacket of fine white linen, loose
drawers of flowered chintz, tho usual girdle of the east,
crimson-coloured, tied round his waist ; and a handsome
pouch, with a belt of silk, red and green, hung across his
shoulder. Ile had an amulet on hig arm ; but his orna-
ments, if he wore any, were gone.!

The speedy fall of the place was an event of great im-
portance to the British army ; for though the General
had received a casual supply of provisions from an officer
whose foresight exceeded that of the men who provided
for the army, this afforded a supply for not more than a
smwall number of days. . The want of draught cattle ron-
dered the magazines in the Coorg country totally useloss :
and though the General counted npon being in absolute
want by the 6th of May, General Floyd did not return
before the 13th with the convoys from the south, Of the
operations which during the above transactions had taken
place under the officors with whom General Tloyd now
returned to Seringapatam, the following are the principal.
The corps which was placed under the command of Colonel
Reade began by reducing the country north of Rayacottah.
The plan of his operations embraced a great extent ; but
after a little progress he was apprized of the necessity of
abandoning everything to hasten with the grain which he
had collected to Seringapatam. The troops under Colonel
Brown bogan the campaign with the siege of Cavoor,
which surrendered to them without any serious resistance
on the 6th of April. On the 8th they proceeded against
Errode, and meant to prosecute the reduction of the re-
maining fortresses in Coimbetore, when they were sum-
moned to join Colonel Reade, for the purpose of advauncing
to Seringapatam,

Colonel Reade arvived at Cauveryporam, on the 22nd
of April, which surrendered to him without resistance.
Maving there collected the Drinjarries, and other supplics,
he left them under the protection of the fort, and with

t See Major Allan's awu uecount of the scenes at the palace, and the gute-

way; amexed (Appendix 42) to Beatsow’s View of the War with Tippoo
Sultaun. )
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his detaclunent proceeded to clear the pass. Thix wag an BOOK VI.
operation of considerable difliculty, which required all his cuar. vin-

exertions till the evening of the 27th ; and the Gth of May
arvived oefore the whole of the Brinjarries had ascended,
reneral Floyd had by this time arrived at a place a few
miles distant from the pass ; and on the sane day he was
reinforcad by junction of the southern corps of the army
under Colonel Brown.  On the 7th of May, the whole
body, wth their convoy, moved from Hannoor towards
Seriugapatam.  As Tippoo’s cavalry, under his best (Ge-
neral, iul elosely followed General Floyd from Seringa-
patain, lie expected to meet with considerable interruption
to retard him on his return ; and from this danger he was
saved, oaly by the great event which had already arrived.

Such of the sous and officers of Tippoo ag were not
taken in the fort, surrendered within o few days after the
fate of <he capital and its sovevcign was knoww ; and an
adventurer of the name of Dhoondia was the only excep-
tion to the quict submission of the wholo country, This
man, of Maluatta parentage, was born in the kingdomn of
Mysore, and served in lhe| armdes both of Hyder and
Tippoo. He deserted during the war with Lord orn-
wallis ; wd headed a predatory band in the region of the
Toombuldra.  Tippuo induced hiny by fair professions to
trust himself in his haud, and then hpmured him in a
prison, where he had lain for several years, when he con-
trived to make his escape during the captuve of Seringa-
patatn; aud soon collected around hinvw baud of desperate
adventurers ; which rendered it necessary for CGeneral
Harrls {6 move the army to the northward to dislodge
him.  This, however, was not the last effort, of Dhowndia,
whose lustory it is proper to finish at once.  He was fol-
lowed by his band of adventurers to the south ; and made
sucl rapid strides towards the establishment even of a
sort of empire, that afier a little time the governwment
thonght, 1t proper to ciploy against him the army left
under Colonel Wellesley for the govermment of Mynore,
Dhoondia displayed no ordinary tulents in his defence ;
and by his activity and Judgment, protracted for several
months the offorts employed for his destruction. He
coulid not, however, permanently resist the great SUpe-
riority of foree which was brought against Lim ; and fell

1799,
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BOOK VI, in a charge of cavalry which was led by the Colonel in
CHAP, VLl person,'

JVREHA

The Sultan, when he lost hig empire and his life, was
about fifty years of age. e was rather above the niddle
size, and about five foet eight inches high ; had a short neck
and square shoulders, and now bordered on corpulency ;
but hig limbs were slender, and his feet and hands re-
markably small, His complexion was brown, his eyes
large and full, his eyebrows small and arched, his nose
aquiline ; and in the expression of his countenance there
was a dignity, which eveu the English, in spite of their
antipathy and prejudices, felt and confessed.

Though TFrench power was the grand rcsource upon
which Tippoo reliod, both for the gratification of his re-
sentments, and for his protection against that reduction to
the condition of a pensioncd Nabob, the fate to which he
believed that he was destined by the English, he made
somo clforts, but marked with Lis usual want of good
sense, for obtaining support from other quarters. Beside
his embassy to the Grand Signor at Constantinople, which
excited, without wuch deserving, the attention of the
English, he opened & communication in 1796 with Zeman
Shab, the King of the Afshans, and seut an embassy
whicli pointed oub to that Lrother of the faith a glovious
career against the noubelievers or misbelievers of India.
The Shah might conquer Delhi, drive out the Mahrattas,
and establish hig dominion over all that region of India,
in one year; in the next, assail the Mahrattas and the
Deccan from the north, while the Sultan co-operated with
him from the south ; and aftor this it would cost them
little troublo to extend their cmpire over every part of
India, This invasion of the Afghans, the English govern-
ment for several years contemplated as an object of ap-
prehension ; and it was the ostensible cause, why the
Commander-in-Chief was left in Dengal, and the conduct
of the army committed to General Harris, in the last war
against Tippoo.

The Sultan was too well apprized of the weakness of
Nizan All, to expect from Lis alliance any material advan-
tage ; and, besides, he expected to induce the Muhrattas
to yleld him any useful assistance, chicfly by offering to

i Despatehes of the Duke of Wellington, i. 75.
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Join with then, fu scizing the dominions of the Nizam. BOOK VI
He maintained, from the time of the accession of Bajeo cnar. viu,
Rao, a seeret agent at Poona, whose endeavours were usad
to effect au intimate union. But Thajee Rao was held in - 179%
thraldow by Sindiah ; and any combination of Bajee Rao
and Tippoo, which could have a tendency to emancipato
the Peshiwa from his subjection, was opposed hy the in-
torests of Seindizh ; and thongh Seindiah would have been
well coutented to join with the Saltan in auy scheme of
hostilitics apaiust the Englishy, if it were not attended
with dangoer, he was 1oo wuch alared for his dominiens
in the north, which the English could eastly invade, to bo
willing fo tho present to expose himsell to the chanece
of 50 greas an ovil. From this state of aftuivs, Tippoo sceans
to have lespuired of getting the Mahrattas to act with
any efficiency on his side; and for that reason not to
have madc any very stremous exerlions to induce then,
In these circumstances, beholding as he must have
done, the groat inferiorvity of his power, his utter inability
to maintain a contest against the Koglish, and the pro-
bability that resistance would bring on his fall, it mnay
well be ragurded ag surprising, that he did uot endeavour,
by promnt altention to their comwplaints; and carly nego-
tlation, o cseape from thelstorm which he was wuable
to face. One of the most. rewnarkable characteristics,
however of the Multaw’s mind, was the want of judgnicnt,
For an Fastern prince, he was full of kuowledge, Ilis
mind was aetive, acube, and ingenious,  But, in the value
which hz set upon objocts, whether as means, or as cnds,
he was almost perpetually deceived,  Desides, a eonvie-
tion apears to have been rooled in his mind, that the
Tuglish hiad now formed o resolution to deprive him of
his kingdom, and that it was uscless o negotiate, because
no subinission to which he could veconcils his 1nind,
would restrain them in the gratification of their ambi-
tious designs, Nor was he deprived of grounds of hope,
which over a mind bike his were calenlated to exert a
fatal ivfluence. He never could forget the manmer in
which his fubher Lad trivuphed over a host of encmies
by shiding himself up in his eapital, and defonding him-
self, till the season of the raing ; nor had all his experience
of the Jacility with which Kuropcuns overcane the strong-
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BOOK VI, est defences in his power to rear, yielded on this point
cHAr, vin, any decisive instruction. The principal part of his pre-
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parations for war had consisted in adding to the works
of Seringapatem, and storing it with provisions for a
siege. With the attempt to disable the Bombay army
the idea of oven obstructing the march of the invaders,
if not altogether abandoned, was very feebly pursued.
And, till the English were upon the ramparts, he could
not persuade himself that the fort of Seringapatam would
be taken, His grand military mistake is acknowledged
to have been the neglect of his cavalry ; a proper use of
which would have rendered tho conquering of him a far
more arduous task.

The original defects of his mind, arising from the vices
of his education, appear to have increascd ay he advanced
in years, and with peculiar rapidity since the logs of his
domivions in 1792, The obedience which the will of
princes, especially TRastern princes, is habituated to re-
ceive, uol ouly renders them wretched when it is opposed,
but gluts and palls them with the gratification. Hach
recurring instance becomes by familiarvity insipid, or
rather disgusting, and leaves the mind vestless and impa-
tient for a new gratification. This serves to account for
the fickle and eapricious digposition which so commonly
mwarks the character of princes; and in geucral prevails
in them to a greater or less degree, in proportion to the
natural vivacity and susceptibility of their minds. This
disease infected the whole conduct of Tippoo Sultan, pub-
lic and private, and latterly in o manner so extraordinary,
that, when joined to a siwilar growth of his impatience
at every disagrecmoent between that which he willed and
that which fell out, it produced in his subjects a porsua~
sion that his mind was partially deranged. Like rmany
other persons of active, but not powerful minds, he ran
violently upon the observance of minuteness in minute
details, but with little capacity of taking a mnarshalling
view of a great whole. He saw but few therefore of the
relations and dependencies of things ; and was, of course,
unable to anticipate justly their distant consequences.
The temptation to please, rather than to serve, excluded
Tippoo, as it excludes other princes, from the benefit of
councils wiser thun his own. Accustomed to hear from
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those who approached him, that every sontiment which BOOK VL
he utterad execeeded in wisdom that of every other man, cmar vii

any difference with his opinions struck Lim ab last in the
character of a mere demonstration of folly.  Asa general,
he possessed, as had been abundantly proved by the
English -n former wars, no other talents than the vulgar
ones of great activity, courage, and thul twn for strata-
gem, wh.eh the cunning of urude age has a teudeney to
produce.  As o domestic ruler, he sustaing an advanta-
geous cot parison with the greatest princes of the Kast,
Ile bestcwed a keen attention upon the conduel of his
governmn, from which he allowed hinself to be diverted
neither by pleasure nor by sloth. e made a methodical
distribution of his time for business, in which he was

bl
laborious and exact; but inwhich his passion for detail

made hiu frequently waste that attention upon ivor,
which ought to Lhave besh rescrved to the greatest affuirs,
He had the discernnent to perceive, what is so gonerally
bid from the vyes of rulers in a nwove enlightened stute
of society. that it is the prosperity of those who labour
with their lhands, which coustitutes the principle and
cause of tae prosperity of stutes s he therefore made it
Lis business to protect them ‘against the intermediate
orders of the community, by whom it is so difficult to pre-
vent them fram being oppressed. His conntry was, accord-
ingly, at least during the fisst and better part of his reign,
the best cultivated, and its population the most fourish-
ing in Indiv;?' while, under the Baghish, and their depen-

1 Phe smne vvas asserted, with more trath no dobt, of the sute of Mysove
under Mydey ; bat it is ditiendt to helieve that acountry shauld be tlourishing
which was the requent scene of hostile movenents, and the sovereign of which
demanded Iarge conrributions from bis suljeets, i order 1o Xeep up adispro-
portionate miftary toree,  Glimate and sod, and an agricaltural people, do
mueh to lide, i€ they do not remedy, the esactions of n bt government; und
o passing obiseler, Who stes everywhere on hig mareh almmdant fillage, may
cusily tiseonce ve of the condition of the jnhabitants,  The aceounty of the
prosperity of M rsore, under Hyder and Tippon, must be received with hesitu-
tion; whore tesied by English experience they proved inacearate. Mo was
one of the offee s appointed Lo manige some of the distriets ceded by Tippos
in the first war, and his deseription of the state ot things, as he tound thein,
proves irrefitabyy that the management of the two Mobsanutedan prinees of
Mysore wits not L whit preferable to thag which sueccoded them. ** The col-
lector cannot expect the conntey to Hourish, when he bas hinwself given the
sigmad to plunde The nierots band of reverie se S require no en-
couragement to esereise the trade whieh they have alwa olfowed, but they
Bow act without restraint, and are joined by the head farmers m stripping tha
anfortinate hushantinen of agreat part of the protitee of their lubonrs.  This
is the systenn witer the Nabobs, under Tippoo, onder the Cowpany, and, 1
elieve, under every government in dndia. The collectors and their deputies,

1749,
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BOOK VI, dants, the population of the Carnatic aud Oude, hastening
omAr, vit to the state of desevts, was the most wretched upon the
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face of the carth ; and even Bengal itself, under the opera-
tion of laws il adapted to the cireumstances of the case,
was guffering almost all the evils which the worst of govern-
moents could inflict,  That Tippoo wag severe, harsh, and
perhaps eruel, in superintending the conduct of those who
served him, may be so far easily believed, as his inordi-
nate pride would make every offence which appeared to
be coinmitted against himself assume gigantic dimensions :
and his habit of willing, and seeing his will realized, made
him expeet every event, willed by himself, as by alaw of
nature, which nothing but the miscondnet of others could
have disturbed. That the accounts, however, which we
have rcecived frow our countrymen, who dreaded and
feared him, are warked with exaggeration, is proved by
this circumstanee, that his servants adhered to him with
a fidelity which those of faw princes in any age or country
have displayed.! Of his cruelty we have heard the more,
because our own countrymen were among the vietims of
it. But it is to Do observed, that, unless in certaiu in-
stances, the proof of which cannot be regarded as better
than doubtful, their sufferings, however jutense, were only
the sufferings of a very rigovous imprisonment, of which,
considering the manner in which it js lavished by their
own laws, Englishnen ought not to be very forward to
complain. At that vory time, in the dungeons of Madras
and Caleutta, it i probable that unhappy sufferers were
enduring calamities for debts of 1004 ; not less atrocious
than those which T1ppoo a prince born and educated in

not heing paid, \ulw the msolvm, m\d by thxs neans, Hu, country is often as
mueh )mrussud in peace as in war. 'Lhe private dividend among Tippoo’s man -
agers i3 from twenty to forty per cent,  Life . 156, Again; ** The Baranahl
has now been completely surveyeil, and the rents of it are fixed ; they ave on
an average neurly what they were nnder Tippoo, The inhabitants puid the
same then as now, but the defieieney of his receipts arose from the peeulations
of a host of revenue officers, The rents here, us 1 believe in every other purt
of India, are too high; this civemnstance, joined to the general poverty of the
people,is a wreat obstucle to every Kind of improvement.”  Ibid. 204. There
are other passages to the same purport, aud they are fatal to a beliet that the
subjects of Lany degree butm citemnstanced than those of the
Company. ‘e probuli (ty is, that situation was worse, —W.

V Without detracting from the ehuracter foe fidelity borne hy Tippoo’s offi-
cery, it is to he remembered that the Sultan did not trust to it a3 a fixed sand
permanent. principle which precluded fhe necessity of ensuring it by other
means,  ** The familics of all biy principal oificers had always been kept as
hostagres in Seringapulon”  Manro i, 219.—W
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a barbarous country, and ruling over a barbarous people, BOOK VI
inflicted upon imprisoned cnemies ; chemies belonging to cuar. v
a nation, who, by the evils they had brought upon him, —
exasperated hiw almost to frenzy, and whom Lo regardsd

as the encnies both of God and man!  Desides, there is
among the papers relating to the intercourse of Tippoo
with the French, a vewarkable proof of his humanity,
which, whan these papers are ransacked for matters to
criminate hiwm, ought not to be suppressed.  In the
draughit which he transmittod to the Isle of Frauce, of
the conditions on which he wished that a conueclion
between him and the Freucl should be formed, the {ol-
Towing arc the very words of a distinctarticle: “I dewand
that male and female prisoncrs, as well Tnglishi as Portu-
guose, who shall be taken by the republican troops, or by
mine, shall be treated with humanity ;- and with regoed

to their persons, that they shull (thehr property beconiing
the right of the allies) be transported at our joint expense,
out of Iuilia, o some place far distant frow the territo-
ries of the ullies.”

Another feature in the charactor of ‘Hippoo was his
religion, with a sense of whicli his i was wost doeply
impressed. e spent a considerable part of every day in
prayer. He gave to his kingdow, or state, o particular
religious title, Khodedud, or God-givon ; and he lived
under a peculiarly stroug and operative convichion of the
superintcndence of a Divine Provideuce.  Tis confidence
in the protection of God was, indecd, ane of his snaves ;
for he relied upon it to the neglect of other means of
safoty. I'o one of his French advisors, who had urged
him witl peculiar fervour to use greater zeal in obtaining
the support of the Malratiag, ho replied, * 1 rely sclely
on Provilence, expecting that 1 shull b alone and ausap-
ported ; but God, and wmy courage, will accomplish every

799,

b After the capture of Seringaputany. some native spies, cmployed by the
Enghsh, asseried that the Sultan el ovlered e death of (hirteen Unglish
prisoners, taken during the siege; and oserap of puper was found, sail to be
in his baml-writing, which bove the character ol an order for the death of 100
Coorg priscners.--All the evidenee which Aavcompatties 1 allegations would
not be worthy ot regard, but that the morad and intellectnal state of the age
and countr - of Tippoo renders suell ap act by no means improbable, uuder
arrony fewptation, by any prince of the F This, however, does not eon-
clude Tippeo to b worse; it only supposes him not to be better than Lis neigh-
bours.
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BOOK VL thing™' Tt is true, that his zeal for Glod, like the zeal
oHar. ViIL of so many other people, was supported by the notion,
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and by the desire, of being the favourite of God ; of being
honoured with the chief place in his affections, and ob-
taining the best share in the distribution of his favours,
ITis veligion resembled the religion of mostof the persons
anxious to distinguish themselves for pious zeal, in thia
respect also ; that it contained in it a large infusion of
the persccuting spirit. He imagined that he exceedingly
pleased the Almighty, by cultivating within himself a
hatred of all those whose notions of a God did not cor-
respond with his own; and that he should take one of
the most effectual mades of recommending himself to
that powerful and good Being, if, in order to mulliply the
number of true-believers, he-applied evil to the bodies
of those who were not of that blessed deseription,

It would not be reckoned pardonable by Englishmen,
if an historian were to omit ambition, and the hatred of
the English, among the ingredients in the churacter of
Tippoo. But ambition is too valgar a quality in the minds
of princes to deserve particular commemoration ; and as
for his hatred of the English, it only resembled the hatred
which the English bore to him, or to the Trench: and
which prond individuals, and proud nations, are so prone
to feel, towards all those who excite their fears, or cir-
cumscribe their hopes. — Begides, among the princes of
India, who, except their drivellers, were less ambitious
than he 1 Was it Sindial, or was it Holkar? Even in
hatred of the Euglish, is it understood, that thesc Mah-
rattas were exccedad by the sovercign of Mysore 12

1 See the letter from Tippon Sultann to M. Dn Bue, dated Seringapatam,
ond Jam. 1799 ; papers printed by order of the House of Commons in 1800,

2 This extenuation of the defects of Tippoo's character is no doulit prompted
Ly onr anthor’s nsual peucrons disposition o protect those whom all other
persons arsail.  Notwithstanding this spirit, however, he is compelled to ad-
mit that Tippoo rashly provoked u storm he was unable to face, instigated by
an ungovernable hatred of the Kngrlish, both on aceount of their power and
their religion. It is ditfleult to understand how this fatal want of judgment is
recomcileable with an active, acute, and ingenious mind, or one even for that
of an Yastern prince fall of knowledge,  That the Sultan had an active mind
may be allewed, but it was the activity of restlessness, accompanicd by cun.
ning rather than aentenesy,—by eaprice rather than ingenuity.  Of his know-
ledge theve s no proof, and he was evidently {gnorant of the velative position
of the Freneh and linglish when he trosted to the support of the tormer in a
eontest with the latter. In his military capaeity it isadmitted that he displayed
cournge without conditet. ‘The merits of his eivil government awre, us above
neticed, exagycrated at least, if not sitogether misstated.  The imprisomnpent
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When the papers of Tippoo, found in the palace of BOOK VI,
Seringapatam, were examined, the correspondence was CHAP. VIIL

discovered which had passed between him aud the French.
With this Lord Wellesley shows that he was singularly
delighted ; as if, without such meuns of persuasion, he
bhad drealed, that the grounds of the war, successfully
terminatcd, would not have appeared satisfactory to all
those whose approbation he was interested in obtaining.
It is, thercfore, necessary fhat the amount of its contents
should be declaved,  Some time belore the beginning of
April, 1707, the captain of a privateer from the Mauri-
tiug, Citizen Ripaud by name, whose ship, damaged in
some engrgement, had nearly foundeved at sea, arrived in
the county of Tippoo, and wag conveyed to the capital ;
where several of his countrymen had long been high in
the service of the Prince.  T'hig man, so illiterate that he
could not spell hiy own languagoe, and ready, as appesrs
Dy his letiers of the 23rd of May, 1797, for the perpetira-
tion of any crime, even against his own conutrymen, was
eager by huposture to recommend himsclf to the favour
of the Sultan, He represented that the French govern-
ment were not ouly burning with a desire to invade the
possessions of the Tinglish in India, hut were almost
ready for the execution of that great design, having mudo
vast prepacations, forwarded a large Body of troops to the
Isle of France, and chiclly waiting till they could lewrn
how much assistance they might expect frow their ancient
friend, the Sultan of Mysore.  Tippoo,as eager fully as
Englishmen, to believe what lie eagerly desired, thought
he could not be too expeditious in sending men to as-
certainp the eircumstances ; and in endeavouring to de-
rive advantage from them should they appear to corre-

of debtors in Calegtts and Madras, ag a consequence of legal enactents, hows
evor ghjectionable in their origin, is a very different thing trom the sutterin.gs
andmassaere f prisoners taken in the chinees of war, and is no excuse for rhe
vingietive erue.ty exercised by Tippoo upon all, wherher furopeans or natives,
who were the chjects of hisvenpeance,  As to his religion, he not only partock
Jargely of that intolerance whicl ig o prominent feative of the Mohmomedan
faith, but it was degraded by the grossest superstition, freith in dreamns, ogice,
and astrology 5 articles of belief, not uncotnmon it i trie amongst the great
men of the Fast, but in a special degree profesacd by Tippoo, and indicating
none of that fulpess of knowledge and acuteness of understanding for which
in oatset of this sketeh of his eharacter, wredit hax been given iim. The gen-
eral tendeney of the deseription is, therefore, to votvey an wnfinthful portrait-
ure of g prince, who, although he may claitn comprssion tor hig fate, can
never by any s(phistry be beld up as an object of sympathy or respeet,—W.

1

1
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BOOK VI spond with report. So completely was Tippoo deceived
cuar. v by the representation of Ripand, that he thought it
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was only necessary to name the extent of the assistance
which he wished to receive. Ho demanded an army of
from 80,000 to 40,000 men, of whom he required that
from 5,000 to 10,000 should be veteran troops; and, in
addition to an army of this magnitude, he thought it
proper to exact the assistance of a fleet. In contributing
to the common enterprise, he proposed to take the whole
cxpense of the army upon himself; and, as soon as
it arrived, to join it with all his forces ; when the cxpul-
sion of the Hnglish, he trusted, wonld not be a tardy
result, As he believed, according to the statement of
his informer, that nothing was wanting for the immediate
departare of sueh a body of troops, but his assent to the
couditions with which it was expected he should comply,
Lie took the requisite measures for its being immediately
bestowed.  Tour vakeels procceded to the coast in April,
1797 ; but hefore they were ready to depart the monsoon
sct in. During the delay which it occasioned, the vakeels
aro said to have fallon into disputes and dissensions,
This, with other causes, induced the Sultan to annul their
appointment ; and the actual mission, which at last con-
sisted of only two porsons, did not depart till the October
following. Extreme was the disappointment with these
vakeels, whom in the whole of this intercourse, the
Governor-Uencral, to exalt the notion of its importance,
dubs with title of ambassadors, though the agent whom
the meanest individual employs to transuct for him a
business of a few rupees, is his vakeel, experienced upon
their arrival in the Islo of France. They expcc‘red to
have nothing further to do than to set their seal, in the
name of their master, to the conditions which ho had
given them in writing. This was called, in the pompous
language of Citizen Ripaud, to contract an allianco offen-
sive and defensive with the French Republic, one and
indivisible, terms which the Sultan could not understand,
as his language wanted words to correspond.  And when
this simple operation was performed, they expected to
return with a grand army to M yqom They found that
uot only was there at the Isle of Trance no force what-
soevor, which could be spared for the use of their master,
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bub that no intimation had, by the government of France, BOOK VI
been conveyed to the constituted authorities of 1he island emar. v,
of any amlention to send an army to India; and that
those awtlwvities were not vested with a power to form
engagencents with Tippoo of any deseription. Nothing
did the rulers of the island find themselves competent
to perform, exeept to forward the letters of the Sultan
to the government of Fravce, and offer aid to them in
raising a few volunleers,  Assistance so contemptible in
comparizon of what they and their nster expected, the
rakeols ub first refused to accept.  And no small impor-
tunity aopears lo have been necessary to conguer their
determir.ation.

In the report of their proceedings, which they wore
required to give to their master upown-their relwn, they
say, “Thte four cliefs of Muurtbiug told ‘us pevsonully,
thut the Buropean Ripaud had brought/us here on a lulse
represeniation to the Sultaun; and thab at present they
had no forces.”” A member of the legislative body of the
islaud, who, beeause he had served in aomilitary capaeity
in India, and was known to the Sultan, sent him a letter
along with the returning vakecls, declared ; “Qur grief
was profound to learn that you had been deceived by
Ripaad a: to our forces on this island. The only reinforce-
ment whizh had Leen sent Lo us from Franwe, sinee the
commencement of the war, s one battalion, which we
have sent to Batavia, to assist the Duteh in the preserv-
ation of that place. This we did,in return for the assist-
ance whic1 we had drawn from thenee in money, provi-
sions, and naval stores ; for you must know, great Prinee,
that our ewn resources ave insuflicient for our suppurt;
and we have sworn to bury ourselves under the rins of
our island, rather than sec our encmics ils posscssors.”!
The hopes which the Freneh rulers held oub that maove
efiicient wesistance wight possibly bo oblained by appli-
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U Sep the pupers relating to the war with Tippoo, printed Ly ovder of the
Tawse of Connuons, in 1800, o the report which the vakeels, upon their
return, made o the Sultan of their proceedings, they expressly state, that the
Giovernor of the Isle of Vrance waited tpon them, and said * that Ripaud bad
tde dai ervonents representation to your ighuess, which oveasioned ux to
Le deputed . Aud betore their departure, they were informed by the Go-
vernor, thad e wowkl send with them n geuntleman, (one of those by whom
they were actanlly accotpanied) ® who shoutd reside at the presenee in gua-
lity of vakeel, that the other Froncliuen might not, by telling falsitles, tike
Ripaad, deceive your Highuess,”
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BOOK VI, cation to the TFrench government at Paris, obviously
oHap, vit. deserve attention merely ay expedionts to evade the cha-
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grin of the vakeels. The number of Frenchmen in the
service of the Snltan amounted not to more than 120
men,!

The confidence which Tippoo reposed in the strength
of Seringapatam, especially when protected by God, and
his own courage, had prevented him from making any
provision against an event which he reckoned so very im-
probable as its fall. Not only his family, therefore, but
the whole of his treasure, was deposited in the fort: and
as the palace was obtained by a species of capitulation,
without the irruption of the soldiers, there was no suspi-
cion that any portion of the money or jewels which he
had in stove, was not publicly obtained, and fully brought
to account. Tt hence appeared, to the clearest satisfaction,
how exaggerated and extravagant had been the conception
of his enormous riches, and hence of his dangerous re-
sources for war, Tho whole amount of the remaining
specie, which Tippoo had treasured up, was about sixtecn
lacs of pagodas (640,000(.); and his jewels, of which in
common with the Princes of the Fast he was fond, and
with which they never part, except in their greatest ex-
tremity, were valued at about nino lacs (360,0004) more,
So far was such & sum from rendering its owner formi-
dablc to a power like that of the British in India, that the
Govarnor-(eneral in Council did not reckon it too much
to be immediately distributed to the army, as a donative,
in reward of the virtues which it had displayed during the
campaign.

The English were now in pogsession of the kingdom of
Mysorc ; and the only question which it remained for the
Governor-General to decide, was the momentous one, how
akingdom was to be disposed of. He was not insensible to
the difficulties which attended upon his decision ; and the

1 Beatson, i. 139.

The attentiont is here diverted from the more important contents of the
papers to the cirewmstances which led to Fippoo’s connexion with the 1sle of
France ; buttrom the doenments themselves it appeared that the Sultan had
addressed the Directory in July, 1798, proposing an offensive and defensive
alliance with Frauce for the purpose of expelling the English from India,
anuouncing at the same time his determination not to wait for the forees of hig
alties, hut to commence the attack on the fist favourable oecasion, Despatches,

501, The whole of the eorvespondenee, forming a large volume, was trans-
luted and printed in Caleutta.  1bid. 597,—W.
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delicacy which was required, in balancing botween the BOOK 1.
love of tevritory, ou the one hand, and the suspicion and cerar vi,
odinm on the other, to which the destruction of another ——

prince, aad the annexation of any considerable part of
his kingcom to an empire already of vast dimensions,
would be exposed both in Europe and in India. This part
of his task he performed with the groatest address. The
Nizaw, thougl, frony the inferior part which he had taken
in the way he was ot ensitled 1o an equal shuve with the
English i the benefits which vesulted from ity was pra-
tified by receiving an equal portion of tervitory, The
neeessity, howover, was inculeabed, of moderation in the
desires of both; and the principle which was laid down
was, that they should content thewselves with such a
portion of territory, as wonld indenmnify thewm for the
charges o the war, and-yield socurity. - The word sceu-
rity, brought in upon this: oceasion, was calculated to
answer aly purpose, to which thoy who made use of it
had, or conld have, any desive to employ it.  Demands for
gecurity bad no lmit, but the pleasure and power of thoso
by whom they were set up. When the subsequent inquirer
asks, Security aguinst whom ! 1t is ot casy to find an
auswer.  Scowrity against Tippoo 2. le was uo moe,
Soeurity apainst Niz Al and the Boglish, against one
another 7 Thab was impossible ; for they were both to e
aggraudize ], and in an equal degrec. Way it security
against the Malirattas 7 No, for they also were o be
offered a paurt of the divided territory, which was the way
to make them more, not less dangerous neighbours than
they were bofore,  On the principle, then, of indeaniti-
cation and scearity, it was deereed, that the English, on
their part, shonld take to themsclves the whole of the
tervitory possussed Dy the Sultan on the Malabar coasr,
the distriel of Colinbetore and Davamporain, the whole of
the countryr whicl intervened between the Conpany’s tor-
rifory on chie western, and that on the castorn comss,
yielding now an uninterrupted dominion from sca to sea ;
along witl these possessions, the forls and posts formd ng
the heawds of the principal passes above the Ghants on the
table-land ¢ the district of Wynaad 5 and, lastly, the for-

ECol. Bieatsu tsitys, (p. 2613, that in 1784 he < ascertaiued the position and
nature of nob less thial sixty passes through the wwountaing, severul of whicl

YOL, V1, 1

1799,
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BOOK VI tress, city, and island of Seringapatam, as a place which
char, v offectually secured the communication botween the British

1799,

territory on both coasts, and strengthened the lines of de-
feuce in cvery direction. A territory, affording an equal
revenue with that which by the English was taken for
themselves, was given to Nizam Ali, in the districts of
Clooty, Currumeondah, and the tract of country which
lies along theline of the great forts of Chittlodroog, Sera,
Nundydroog, and Colar, but without the forts, which it
wag supposed would render his froutier too strong, With
regard to the third party in the alliance against Tippoo,
they had eutirely abstained trom all participation in the
war ; and it would nof, in the opinion of the Governor-
Gleneral, have been good policy, to place on the same level,
in the distribution of the spoil, those who did ull, and
those who did nothing, i the acquiring of it.  This would
be to eucourage allics to be useless, when their services
were required. - Bo much territory ay was taken by the
English, and given to Nizam Ali, would, also, yield to the
Mahrattas more than enough of strength.  Still it was
desirable to coneilinte the good will of that people to the
preseut proceedings 3 and to give them an interest in the
arraugements which were made. A portion of territory,
from one half to two thirds of the value of that which
was taken by the English and given to Nizam Ali, would,
it was concluded, answer these ends.  Thig portion was to
include IMarpoonelly, Soouda above the Ghauts, Anna-
goody, and some other distriots ; with part of the tervitory,
not, however, including the fortressos, of Chittledroog and
Bednore.

Of the portion which still remained of the territory
gained frowm Tippoo, yiclding thirteen lacs of pagodas, a
revenue greater than that of the ancient Rajaship of
Mysore, it was accounted politic to form a scparate state.
Tor sovercign, the choice lay between the fumily of Tippoo,
aud that of the ancient Hindu Rajas, who had beon kept
in confinement, but not cxtinguished, by Iyder Ali and
hix soi.  In the sons of Tippoo, the due degree of passive
snbmission was reckoned mueh less probable than in those

are practicable for armies, und two-thirds, at Ieast, of that uwunber sutflciently
opeti to the ineursions of cavalry.”
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of a fumily, who, having lost all expectation of reigning BOOK VI
would take even liberty as a boon, much more sovereignty, cuap, vin

though in its 1nost shadowy for.  The direct male
descendunt of the Mysore Rajas was a child of a few years
old ; and to him it was decreed that the title of sovereign
should Helong.  The conditions upon which he was to
receive his dignity were as follows : That the whole of the
military force maintained for the defence of the country
should Te English ; That for the expense of it he should
annually pay seven laes of pagodas ; That in case of war,
or of proparation for war, the lnglish might exact any
larger sam, which they decwed proportional to the re-
gsonrees of the Rajo; And last of all, should they be
dissatistied with his government in any vespect, they
might interpose to atry extent in the internal administra-
tion of the country, or even take the unliniited manage-
went of it to themselves. “In this nauner, it is evident,
that the entire sovercignty of the country was assumed
by the British, of whom the Raju and his ministers could
only be regarded as Vicegerents at will. 1t was, there-
fore, with some reason the Governor-Cleneral said, 41
entertain a sanguine expectation, that the Raja and his
ministers, being fully apprized of the extensive pawers
reserved o the Company will ¢heerfully adopt such regu-
Iationg as shall render the actual excreise of these powers
unnecessary ;77 for knowing themselves to hold a situation
totally cependent upon the will of another, whatever va-
nated from that will, they were bound, without a clice,
to obey. How long, with whatever dispositions to obedi-
ence, their performance of the services exacted of them
will give satisfacbion, depends npon cirenmstances of a
sort which cannot be foreseen.

The Governor-General was perfectly aware of the share
of the rovercignty which he had taken, and the share
which ho had left,  © Under these arrangements,” he said,
«T trust that T shall be enabled to command the whole
resources of the Raja’s territory ;™ adding, what woere very
desirable results, that under these arvangeinents he also
trusted to be cnabled “to fmprove its cultivation, to
extend ts commorce, and to secure the welfare of its
inhabitants””  For appropriating such “extensive powars,”
(s0 they ure called by himself)) the reasons which he as-

1799,
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BOOK VI signed pronounced a violent condemnation of the policy so
cuar, viL Jong pursued ; and of which such applauded rulers as

1709,

Hastings and Corn\vulhs had made their boast ; the policy
of only .shm ing the powers of government, w1th the native
princes of Oude, the Carnatic, aud Tanjore. “Recollecting
the inconveniences and embarrassments which have arisen
to all purties concerned, under the doudle government, and
conflicting authorities unfortunately established in Oude,
the Carnatic, and Tanjore, I resolved to reserve to the
Company the most extensive and indisputable powers.”
This is to boast explicitly, that no double government, no
conflicting authorities, were left in Mysore ; that, by con-
sequence, the powers of government were, without partici-
pation, engrossed by the English.  What then, it may be
asked, was the use of sctting up the shadow of a Rajatl
"The sources of evil were manifest. © A considerable expense
was rendered ucecessary- for the splendour of his state;
and it was utterly impossible to govern the country so
well through the agency of him and his ministers, as it
might have been governed by the dircet application of
Turopean intelligence and virtue. But this Raja was a
species of screen, put up to hide, at once from Indian and
from Kuropean eycs, the extent of aggrandizement which
the British territory had received ; and it so far answered
the purpose, that, though an obvious, it undoubtedly
claims the praise of an adroit, and well-timed political
expedient. 1t onalled the Governor-General to dismiss
Nizam Ali with a much smaller share of the prey, than
would have satistied him, had the English taken without
disguise the whole of what in this manncr they actually
appropriated.t It precluded the Mahrattus from those
attempts to excito a jealousy of the English, to which it
was known they were abundantly disposed. And it im-
posed completely, as well upon those members of the
British legislature, who would have been pleased with an
opportunity to criticize; as upon the men whose criticisms
arc more extensively disseminated through the press; all
of whom, or almost all, were too defective, it seems, in the
' The Goyernors Geneval expressly declares, that beside the jealousy of the
. Luplish and the Nizan would
uxul the power of that prince to o damzerons height @ and would have

piven him many strong fortresses whiclt could not Ihm, been placed in his
hands without immminent danger to the Dritish froutier.,
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requisite lights, to sec through the gamo that was played : BOOK VL
for thougl none of the great acts of Marquis Wellesley’s ctar, v
administretion is more questionable than the attack upon
Tippoo Stltan, that is a part which, till now, has been 1799,
exempt from censure.

The teritory, thus in name transterred to a Hindu Raja,
whose residence was to be the ancient city of Mysore,
while the vencfits of its sovercignty were all transferred to
the English, was bounded on the north by a strong line of
hill-fortre sses and posts, Chittledroog, Sera, Nundydroog,
and Colar, forming a powerful barrier towards the southern
frontiers of Nizam Ali and the Muahrattas, from Panganoor
on the line of the eastern, to Deduore on the line of the
western (hauts, the whole occupied.and defended, {for the
benefit o the Fnglish, by Euglish troops; and on the
three otber sides, east; wost, and south; it was entively
surroundad Ly the territorios of the Company, above and
below the Ghauts.

To the family of Tippoo, if we make allowance for the
loss of a throne, as well as o the principal men of his
kingdom, the conduct of the Glovernor-General was con-
siderate and generons,  The fortress of Velore, in the
Carnatic was appropriated for the residence of the royal
family, and fitted wp commodionsly for their reeeption,
with an llowance for their support, move liberal than that
which they had received from Tippoo himself. The prin-
cipal men wore all provided for Ly jaghires or pensions,
conformable to their rank and influcnee, with a generosity
which rot ouly contented, but groaily astonished them-
selves, They were the more ewsily pleased, that Tippoo,
conterirg all aunthority in his own person, rendered it
impossiole for his servants to acquire any influence be-
yond ths immediate exercise of his official powers : and
as the frugulity of their administration wus severe, their
emolunients were uncommonly sinall,  The sawe circum-
stances facilitated the settlement of the country; for, as
no individual possessed any authority sufficient to wake
resistance, when Tippoo was gone, and as the character of
the Tnglish was sulficiently kuown to inspive confidence,
the chiefs made their submission without hesitation or
delay. When one of Tippoo's confidential servants was
sent to treat with the officer at the Lead of the cavalvy, the
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BOOK V.. celebrated Kummir ad din Khan, he refused to stipulate
oHAP, vuL for terms, and said he cast himsolf eutirely upon the

1799,

geperosity of tho English,

In the treaty which was signed by Nizam Al and the
English, entitled the Partition Treaty of Mysore, for
establishing the arrangements which have just been de-
scribed, it was fixed, that, unless the Peshwa acceded to
the said treaty within the space of oue month, gave satis-
faction relative to some digputes with Nizam Ali, and
complied with certain conditions, not specified, in favour
of the English, the territory, which it was meant to bestow
upon him, should be shared between the remaining allics,
in the proportion of two thirds to Nizam Ali, and one to
the English.?

When the tervors which Tippoo suspended over the
Mahrattas, and the dependence which they felt upon the
English against the cllects of his ambition and power,
were destroyed, it was mob expocted that their hostile
dispositions, whieh had already so ill disguised themselves,
could long bo restrained.® The power of Nizam All was
unow the only barrier between the English possessions in
the Deecan, and the irruptions of that formidalle nation :
and how small the resistance which he was capable of
yiclding, the English had abundantly perceived. Tu oune
way, it appeared sufliciently casy to augment his capacity
for war. He was acutely seusible of the dangers to which
he was exposed at the hands of the Mahrattas, and of hig
incompetency to. higlown defence.  He was therefore

1 See the papers relating to the war with Tippoo, printed by arder of the
House of Cominons in 1800, Sce also the Treaty with the Nizam, and thut
with the Raja of Mysore. Tor the whole of the conclading stragele with
Tippoa we have very coniplete intormation, not only in the offleial papers,
which have been pretty fully given in print, but in the valualile works, seo
frequently quoted, of Beatson and Wilks, For the character of Tippos, and
some parts of his politics, hints are atforded by the volume of his letters, tor
which we are indebted to Col. Kirkpatrick.—M.

The Lives of Munro, Iawrris, Baird, and the Despatclies nf Lord Wellesley,
supply tully whatever the prior authorities left wanting, —

2 Indications of & hostile spirit in the Peshwa and Sinddi lhlnul heon discovered
even before the eapture of Seringapatam.  On the 23cd April, the Governora
General writes to General Harrig, ** Dowlat Rao Sindiali has hccu discovered to
entertain hostile designs against the Cowpany and the Nizaw, and 1 have
reason to anput that a seoret correspondence subsi Letween him and
Tippoo,  The Peshiwa appears to have entered into Shidiah's views against the
Company aud the Niziwne, and onthe 26th * the danger of an early attack apon
the dominions of the Niza, by Dowlut Bao Siwdizh, either sm;.,ly or §i coneert
with the LPeshwa, appears to have increased.”  Despatehes, 1. h38, 581,
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abundantly desirons of receiving such additions to the BOOK vi.
number of the British troops alvcady in his pay, a8 would enar, vii

suffice to allay his apprehiensions.  But the payment of
these :1'0()[»3 suggested itself to the foresight of the
Englisl. rulers, as creating difficulties and dnngors which
it was ol easy to overlook.  Sofickle and capricious were
the coneils of the Subahdar, that he might suddenly
adopt the resolution of dismissing the Fngl ilh b oop from
his serice ; while the impoverishiment of his country by
mal-adiministration, and the exhaustion of his resounrces
by useless expences, portended a moment not fur distant,
when he would be deprived of power to pay as many
troops as would gatisfy the ideas of seenrity which the
Englisli rulers eutertained.  One - expodient  preso nted
itself to the imagination of ‘the Clovernor General,

adapted to all the exigencies of the case; and he res olved
not to omit so favourable an oppoxtumty of realizing the
supposed advantage, 1 Nizam Al instead of paying a
monthly or annual subsily for the maintenance of the
troops whose scrvice he was willing to recoive, would
alienatc to the English inl perpetuity a tervitory with
revenue sufficinnt for the expense, amilitary force wmight
then b established ifn his dominions, on the least pre-
carious of all securitios. Mhe evils were, in the fiest place,
a violation of the act of parliament, which forbade vxten-
sion of territory; but that had always Leen violated with
so little ceremony, and lutely in so extraordinary a mannet,
that this constituted an objection of trivial importance:
in the sccond place, the roal difficnlties of administering
the ceced terrvitory, so frugally and benceflicently, ns to
render its produce equal to ity expense ; difficulties, it is
probab.e, whick were but little understood : and lustly,
the grand general evil, that, in proportion as territory aug-
ments, and with it the amount and conplexity of ihe
business which its adninistration involves, it becomes
moro and more impossible for the superintending power
to take securitics, that the business of govermment shall
not be negligently and corruptly performed ; gince, beside
the Inability of attention to extend itself minutely boyond
a limited range of affairs, distance {ronm the eye of govern-
ment gradually weakens its powers, and at Iast annihilates
a great portion of them. Over-balancing  advantages
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BOOK VI appeared to flow, from thoe funds which would thus be
es1ap, viuL secured for the maintenance of a considerable army, from

1

-
i

99,

the security which this army would afford against the
Mahrattas, and from tho sovereignty which it would
transfer to the English over Nizam Ali and his dominions ;
though his dominions were governed so ill, that little
advantage could be hoped from them.!) The documents
relative to the negociations have not been made public;
and we know not in what manner that Prince at first
received the proposition, nor what modes of inducement
were employed to obtain his consent. However, on the
12th of October, 1800, a treaty was signed ; by which im-
portant contract, the English added two battalions of
gepoys, and a regiment of native cavalry, to the force
which they engaged to uphold in the service of the Su-
bahdar, and also bound thetnselves to defend his dominions
agaiust overy aggrossion ; whilo, on his part, Nizam Al
ceded to the English, in perpetual sovercignty, all the
acquisitions which he had made from the territory of
Tippoo, either by tho late treaty, or by that of Scringapa-
tam, in 1792 ; and agreed neither to make war, nor so
much as negociate, by his own authority ; but, referring
all disputes between himsclf and other states to the
English, to be governed by their decision, allowing the
subsidiary troops in his service to be cmployed by the
English in all their wars, joined by 600 of his own horse,
and 9000 of his infantry, enly reserving two of the Euglish
battalions which should always be attached to his person,
For the purpose of obtaining the Tumboodrah as a clear
and distinet boundary, Kupoor, Gujunder Gur, and some
other districts, lately acquired from Tippoo, were ex-
changed for Adoni and a fow places on the southern side
of the river. With regard to the family and subjects of

1 The proposition for the tervitorial grant originated with Azim-nl-Omra, the
minister of the Nizmm ; and it was believed by the Governor-General that the
conrt of Myderabad was sincercly disposed, and even secretly anxwony for a
conunutation of the subsidy. T the first plan of the treaty, however, an al-
ternative was retained of ing the subsidy in money, whenever convenient ja
stipulation to which the English Government objectedy and in the counters
plan it wis dislinctly asserted that no other effectunl ar satisfactory security
than an absolute assignment of territory could be given by the Nizam for the
regdar payment of the subsidy,  The extreme anxiety of the Nizam to have
assurance of profection agamst the Mabrattas, removed ull impedinments to an
amicalie adjustinent of the conditions, the principle of which he bad already
recognised.  Lesputehies, ii. 275, and App. T13.—W,
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the Bubahdiy, it was stipulated that he was to remain BOOK VI,
absolute, and the ¥nglish were on no pretext to dispute cuar. v,

Chis autaority, A revenue of about 1,758,000 pagodas
arose from tho territory ceded by this treaty to the
English.!

Of this engagemont, ag it affected the intercsts of the
Fuglish, the nature may be described in a single sentence,
The Enclish acquived a small tervitory, with fhe obliga-
tion of lefending o large one. I it he said, that it was
ag easy to defend the Nizaw's territory, in addition to
their owvn, as it was to defend their own without that of
the Nizam, and that the vevenue of tho new territory was
all thereore clear gain, the declaration is unfounded. If
the act of parliatment, which was set up for a show, but
in pract ce trampled upon habilually, and by those who
made it, as shawelessly, as by those for whose eoevcion it
was mads, i worthy on'such an eeeasion to be quoted, it
niay be recollected, that, according to the doctrine which,
in that cnactment, guided the legislatiy, all extension of
tervitory was bad, because 16 cost wore to defend st, than
it could L e made to produce ; much move of course, when
a small ferritory was acquired  with the buvden of defend-
ing another, several times as large,

A clawse was inserted, to say, that if the Peshwa or
Dowlut Rao Siudiah, should desive to Linve w part in this
treaty, thoy should be admittod to all it4wdvantages 5 in
other words, they should have a subsidiary force on the
same tering as Nizam ALl But so far were the Mahrattas
from desiving an alllance of this description, that the
Peshwa, under the dictation of Sindiuly, vefused to acceph
the territory which was reserved to him out of the spoils
of Tippoo; it was therefore divided by the English be-
tween the nselves and the Subahdar,

CHAPTER TX.

Sitwation of Owde, as left by Lord Leiguanonth, kighly satss-
s Gt Oy 4070 s Jfitdy Sak

Sactory to the Home Authorities— Groat Changes medi-

tated Oy Lord Morninglon — Eativpation of DBritish

U A sketel f the Political History of Tndia, from the Introduction of Mr-

Pite’s Bitl, A.D. 1730, to the present Date, by Sir Joln Malculur, pp. 282287
Collection of 1reatics.,
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Subjects, not in the Service of the Company—Apprehended
Lwasion of the Afyhans — Endeavour to obtuin the Al-
leance of Sindiah — The Idea abandoned — An Embassy
to the King of DPersia — Insurrection by Vizir Ali—
Reform. of his Mildary FEstablishment pressed on the Na-
bob of Oude — Ilis Reluctance — He proposes to abdicate
in favour of his Son—-The Governor-Gencral presses him
to abdicate in favour of the Company — Ile refuses —
Indignation of the Governor-Genecral — Ile resorts to
Cocreion on the Reform, which meant the Annchilation,
of the Nabob’s Military Establishment — The DBusiness of
the Annihilution judiciously performed — The Visir af-
loges the Want of Resources for the Maintenance of so
great o British Avmy = From this, the Governor-General
infers the Necessity of tuling- from lim the Governmaent
of his Countrg—-If the Nubob would not give up the
whole of his Cuuntrywdilingly, such a Portion of it as
woulid cover the Expense of the British Army to be taken
by Force — This was more than One-half' — The Vizir
to be allowed no fudependent Power even in the Test—
The Vicir desires to go on @ Pigrimage— The TTon, H.
Wellestey sent to get from him an dppearance of Consent
— The Cession of the Portion. necessary for the Expense
of the Army effected — A Comanission for settling the
Country with Mr. H. Wellestey at the ead — Governor-
General makes @ rogress througl the Country — Trans-
actions between bim and the Nabob of Qude—Proposition
of the Bhow Begum — Objections of the Cowrt of Direc-
tors to the Appointment of Mr. 1. Wellesley — OQuverruled
by the Board of Cuntral — Government of Furruckabad
assumed by the Company ~- Setilement of the Ceded Dis-
tricts — Frull Approbation of the Home Authorities.

HE arrangements formed by the late Governor-General,
Sir John Shore, with respect to the kingdom of Oude,
satistied the capacious desires of the London aunthorities.
Under dato the 15th of May, 1799, o despatel, intended to
convey their sentiments to the instruments of government
in India, bas the following passages
“Ty the definitive treaty conclided at Lucknow, the
Company’s influence over the Vizir’s country appears to
be sufficiently preserved; without the insertion of any
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article, which, in its operation, might lead to an inter- BOOK V1
ference i the eollections, ou the part of the Compuny, cuar. x.
that might be deemed offensive,  And we have the further —
satisfuctim to find, that (exclusive of the jmmedive 1799
payment of twelve lacs of rupecs by the Nabob Vizir),—

hig annual subsidy Is ineressed upwards of twenty lacs

of rupees; besides the acquisition of a fortress in the

Oude dominions, of the greatest consequence in the scale

of genernl defence : with ather siipulations, which have a
tendeney to remedy former defeets in ouy political con-
nexion with that country, and to give the Company such

an sscen dancy as canuot fail to he productive of material
benefit t> both parties : aud which, we trust, will lead to

the esteblishment of a good systein of governmens in

Oude, which hitherto all ewr endawyours, for a series of

years, Liwve been unabloe toacoomplisht

“The late Governorv-General had given us reason to
oxpect, that, for the first year, or perhaps longer, after
Saadut Ali’s accession, Lis revenues would probably fall
considerably short of their estimated anount ; aud that he
would find considerable difticulty in fulfilling his pecuniary
engaget tents with the Company —=and very salisfactorily
assigned thoe ground of that opinion. We are, therofore,
not surorised to find by the lawsb accounts, that an arrcar
had accamulated in the payment of the Company’s tribute,
to the amount of upwards of cighteen lacs of ropees.
Lord Mornington having represented, however, that he
believes the Nabob is sincercly disposed to nake cvery
possibla effort for the liquidation of this arvear, us well us
for introducing such a system of order and cconomy into
the management of his finauees as will enable him to be
wore punctual in his fulure paymcents, we entertain a
well-gtounded expoctation thut every cause of complaint
upon this head will speedily terminate”

The affuirs of Oude being thas settled in o wanner
which bids fair to be permanent ; and it appearing by
your olitical despateh of the 17th April, 1798, that the
most perfeet tranquillity continues to prevail in the Vizir's
domiuions ; and as the resolutions of the late Governor-
Genery, of the 9th and 30th October, 1797, for the aug-
mentation of the army, were declared to be conuected with
the proposed arrangements for that country, we direct
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that you take into your immediate consideration the pro-
priety of disbanding those new levies, or the necessity of
continuing them,”?

While the home asuthorities were thus congratulating
themselves upon the state in which the affairs of Oude
were left by the late Governor-General, and pleasing them-
selves with the belief of its permanence, the new Governor-
Cleneral was meditating the most important changes. In
the political letter from Bengal, as carly as the 3rd of
October, 1798, the authoritics at home were informed ;
“The Right Honourable the Governor-General has now
under consideration the present state of affuirs with Oude,
and pavticularly the best means of securing the regular
payment of the subsidy, and of reforming the Nabob's
army.”* And onthe 23rd of December of the same year,
the Ciovernor-Glencral wrote, in a private letter to the
Resident ; “ The necossity of providing for the defence of the
Carnatic, and for the carly revival of our alliances in the
Peninsula, as well as for the seasonable reduction of the
growiug influence of France in India, has not admitted
either of my visiting Oude, or of my turning my undivided
attention to the reform of the Vizir’s affairs, There are,
however, two or three leading considerations in the state
of Oude to whieh Twish to direct your particular notice ;
intending, at an early petiod, to enter fully into the
arrangement in whicli they must terminate.—Whenever
the death of Almasg shall happen, an opportunity will offer
of securing the bencfits of Lord Teignmouth’s treaty, by
provisious, which seem necessary for the purpose of realiz-
ing the subsidy, under all contingencies. The Company
ought to succeed to the power of Almas. And the
management, if not the sovereignty, of that part of the
Doab, which he now rents, onght to be placed in our
hands, a proportionate reduction being made from the
subsidy ; the strength of our north-western frontier would
also be increagsed. On the other hand, in the event of
Alma’s death, we shall have to appreliend either the dan-
gerous power of a successor equal to him in talents and
activity, or the weaknoss of one inferior in both, or the
division of the country among a variety of renters ; in the

1 Tapers printed by arder of the House of Commons in 18086, 1, 30.
2 Papers, ut supra, v, 3.
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first case we should risk internal commotion; in the two BOOK VI,

latter, the frontier of Oude would be considerably weak-
encd agalint the attacks either of the Abdallee or of any
other invader. The ouly reniedy for these evils will be
the posscssion of the Doab fixed in the hand of cur
government.,  The state of the Vizlv's troops is anotlier
most pressing evil, To you T noed not cularge on their
ineflicicncy and insubordination. My intention is to per-
suade Lis Excollency, at a proper scason, to dishand the
whole of 1is own army, with the exceplion of such park
of it as way be necessury for the purposes ol state, or of
collection of revenue.  In the place of the armed ralihle
which now alavius the Vizir, and invites his enemies, I
propuse ty substitute an increaged number of the Com-
pany’s rogiments of infantry aud cavalry, to be relieved
from time to tine, and to be paid by his Excelleney. T
have alrendy increased ‘our: establishment to the extent
of seventeen regiments of infantry, with the view of
transferring threo regiments to the service of his Fx-
cellency — With regpect tothe Vizirs vivil establishments,
and to his abusive systews for the extortion of reveune,
and for the violution of overy principle of justice, liile
can be done botore I can be enabled to visit Lucknow.”!
The hostility of the Governor-Genenl to his fellow-
subjects pursuing, independently of the Company, their
oceupatiol s in any part of India, i expressed, without a
word to indicate roasons, o the same lotier, thws ; ©The
number o Europeans, puarbiculwrly of Lritish suljecls
established in Oude, is o mischicl which requires no com-
ment. My resolution is fixed, to dislodge every J‘m'up atl,
(,xceptmtr the Compuny’ servonts, My wish Iy, to oc-
casion as little private distress as lmrml)lu, hut tlu, puliic
service must tuke is course ; and it is not Lo be expeeted
that some cazes of harcdship will not be fowwd in the ex-
tent of so greal a weasure”  'Phese last words Indicate
extensive numbers.  Why did not the Covernor-General,
before he Jared to strike at the fortunes of great nuia-
bers o hir countrymen, declare sl prove the evils which
they produced ? For what reason Is it, let them declave
who know what is understood, under such a government
as owrs, by the responsilility of the ruling Jew, that he

boroers, ut supra, i, 2. 3.3, Diesputeles, i dsh.—W,

CHAP, 1X,
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BOOK VI. has never yet been cffectually called upon to account for
cuar, 1x. such a conduct ¥ The good which they were calculated
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to produce is obvions to all. The question still remains
unanswered ; What were the evils !

The threat of Zemaun Shah, King of the Abduallees, or
Afghans, becamea convenient source of protexts for urging
upon the Vizir the projected innovations., This prince had
succeeded his father Timur Shah, the son of the celebrated
Ahmed Shah, the founder of the dynasty, in the year 1792,
His dominions extended from the mouths of the Indus to
the parallel of Kashmere ; and from the boundarics of the
Seikhs, at some distance eastward of the great river Attock,
to the vicinity of the Persian Tershish ; including the ter-
ritoriey of Kabul, Kandahar, Peishere, (hizni, Gaur, Sigis-
tan, Korassan, and Kashmere: " In the year 1796, this
prince advanced to Lahore ; and though his force was not
understood to exeeed 32,000 men, almost wholly cavalry,
he struck terror into the Mahrattas ; and excited alarm in
the English government itself.  The object of the Shah, as
announced by rumonr,*was, to re-establish the TTouse of
Timur, to which he was nearly rclated, and restore the true

f Wit a few exceptions. the Furopeans who found their way to the native
courts, whilst the systen of exclusion from residence in the Compauy's terri-
tories without permission prévailed, were mere adventurers, without capital or
cliaracter, education or principle, whowere recommended to the prinees of India
by a supposed fitness for wilitary conunand, or an imagined influence with the
anthoritics in England, whieh might be a check upon those in Indin,  The
evils resulting from the access of such persons i any nwmbers were sutliciently
obvions, and had been abnndantly experienced ut Madras, Hyderabad, and
Onde, and fully warranied the determination of the Governor-Gencral to nsce
all possible means for their prevention.—W.

2 Lhe unnouncement was much more than romour.  Letters from Zemaun
Shah himself to the DBritish Government, at successive periods, to Siv John
Shore and to Mr. Lumsden.  Wellesley Despatehes, 1. 670; Lord Morniugton,
also, writes to Mr, Dundas, © | have lately received a letter frow Zemaun
Shah, containing a declaration of his intention to invade Hindustan, and a pe-
remmtory demand of the assistance of the Nabob Vizir and of mine, for the
purpose of detivering Shaly Alem from the hands of the Malirattas, ol restoring
hiim to the throne of Delhi, and of expelling the Mahrattas from their aequisi-
tions on the south-western frontier of India.  That the Shah entertains such a
design is unquestionable, and whatever may be the result, it is prndent to be
on onr guard.” Despatehes i0 89, There i3 no donbt that Shah Zemann
gerionsly pnrposed the invasion ot Ilindustan, and that he repeatedly muule a
demonstration of carrying his purpose into effect.  See Elphinstone’s Cabul,
Appendix, 565, 1lad be been a prince of vigour and talent, or had his an-
thority been firaly established in his own dominions, the project wmight have
been realized with little dittenlry,  The march of an effective Afehan force
to Delhi would have produced a erisis in Hindustan, of wiiteh, althongh the
result might have aceslerated the extension of vnr power, yet the interval
wonld have been o state of great imxiery, exertion, and expenss. It was sound
Plicy of the govermnent, therefore, not only to prepare against, but, if pos-
sible, to prevent such an occurrence, --W,
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faith in the enpive of the Great Mogul,  The Seikhs, it ap- BOOK VI
peared, gave no obstruction to his maveh @ the Mahrattas, ciar. rx.

from their internal distraclions, were ill prepared to resist
hini: and, thongh they assembled a considerable aviny,
which might have enubled thein Lo dispute the possession
of Delhi, or molest Lin in his vetreat, it was still possible
for hiw, in the opiniot of the person then at the head of
the English goverument, to advanco to Delli, eveun with so
ineousiderable an avmy as that which he ted to Lahore;
in which cuse, he would have formidably threatened the
British intevests. The Rohillas, il was tagined, would
join him ; induced, not only by tw affiuitics of descent
and religion, aud the cruelties which they had sustained at
the hands of the Englsh and Vizie; bul, the Governor-
General added, by the loverof war, and-pluinder; yet the
truth is, that they devoted themsclves to agriculture,
whenever oppression would pernit thewm, with an ardour
and success of which Tndin had wo example ; and their
love of wa ' and plunder tueant only o greuter dogree of
courage an | vigour thau distinguished the other races of
the country!  The approach of flic Shal, it was therefore
apprehendsd, would spread the ! graalest disorders in the
dominions of the Viziv.  “Tha troops under Ahoas” who
governed as renter, and defendad that hall'of the dominions
of the Virir which was most exposcd to the incursions
both of th: Mahrattas and Afphans, * were,” says the Go-
vornor-Gereral, “respectable.  The other troops of the
Vizir, with little exception, would rather hiave proved an
incumbran e, than an wssistance to the DBritish forces;
and nothirg but the wost wgent remonstrances would
have ensur xl 1hie exertions or supplies of the Vizie, Ilis
dominions would have heen overrun with mavauders ; a
total tempoary stoppuge of the collections would have
cnsued 3 ard these disorders, i not specdily quelled, would
have ended in general insurrection””  On the measures to
be adopted. Sir Jolin Shore found it ditficult to decids.,
The Mahratius, excited by their fears, made proposals to

b The mistub e is here vepeated of confinmding the two raees who inhabired
the provinee of Rohilownd, the Hindw indigenous population and the Afghen
settlers, to whoemn the tenn Rebilla shonld properly be coutined.  The former
were, 1o dotht. au indusirious aml agricultural pecple s the latter were more
esprcindly soldiora - - soldiers of fortie, whoe, tpon the geeurrence of war and

the prospect of plunder, would us certainly huve receuited the wrinies of Zu-
maun Shab-—W.

L7990,
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BOOK V1, the English for a anion of forces against the Afghan. But
onar. 1% tho reduction of the power of the Mahrattas, Sir John
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would Lave weleomed ag one of the most desirable cvents,
On the other hand, Zemaun Shah, if erowned with suceess,
would be still a greater object of dread. Again; if the
Mahrattag, by their own exertions, provailed over the Shah,
they would gain a fovmidable increase of power.  Or, if the
French leader, whe, in the name of Sindial, now governed
g0 great o portion of the provinces, at which the Afghans
were supposed to aim, should, in the midst of commotion,
raise himself to the sovereignty of the territories in dis-
pute, this, to the mind of the Governor-General, appeared
the most alarming consequence ofall,  DBefore the English
government thought itself. called npon for any great exer-
tions, a rebellious-brother of the Shah excited disturbance
in his dominions ; and recalled him early in 1797, from
Lahore. The troops at the cantonments of Cawnpore and
Futty Ghur had, inthe meantime, been ordered into camp ;
and two additiomtl vegiments of infantry had been raised.
The Governor-General, indeed, imagined, that the march
of the Shah to Lahore, with so limited a force, was rather
an cxperiment than the commenceracnt of an expedition ;
but the question was worthy of his attention whether it
would have been ensy for the King of the Afghans to come
with a greater forco: [t was, too, after all, the opinion of
the Fnglish ruler, that, though motives were not wanting
to prompt the Shah to the invasion of Hindustan, it was,
nevertheless, an event very little probable ; and such as
there would be little prudence in taking any costly pre-
cantions to defeat.!

In 1798, o belief, but solely derived from rumour?® of
vast preparations making by the Afghan, for the invasion
of India, was cxcited anew. The apprehensiong, however,
of the DBritish government were allayed, by intelligence
received toward the end of September, that the disturb-
ances within the dominions of tho Shah had compelled
him to leave his capital and march to Kandahar, Dut
this was speedily followed by reports, that the 10th of

U Minute of the Governor-General, 4th of July, 1797. Sce also Maleolm’s
Sketeh, p. 210,

2 This is amistake, as shown in a preceding note ¢ the information was posi-

tive, See also Mitutesof the Governor-General, of August, 1798, Despatches,
i, 183,



NEGOTIATION WITH SINDIA. 129

October was fixed for commencing his march from Kabul BOOK VI,
towards Hindustan ; and though the authenticity of these cnar.ix.
reports was held very doubtful, the English government
deemed it “their duty,” according to their own expres-
sions, “to take every precantion agninst the possi-
bility of an event, which, combined with the designs of
Tippoo and the French, might become of the most serious
importanee.”  Endeavours were uscd to prevail upon
Doulut Rao Sindiah to veturn from the south, and put his
dominions in the best posture of defence ; and great hopes
were expressed, that he would follow this advice. “The
Governor-General also directed the Resident at the court
of Sindiah,” T use again the language of the Governor-
General in council, “ to enter into defensive engagements
with that chieftain, upon his return to ldinduastan, under
guch limitations and conditions, as might securo the effee-
tual co-operation of the Mahratta army, with the least
possible diversion of the British force from the exclusive
protection of the frontier of Oude,  lig Lordship further
divected the Resident with Sindiah to endeavour to pro-
vide the earliest resistance to the progress of the Shah, at
the greatest practicable distance fromithe frontier of Oude,
by encouraging the chiefs of the Rajpoots and Seikhs to
oppose she first approach of the invading army.”t  In the
month of Octoboer, the Commander-in-Chief was directed
to prepare for such a digposition of thoe troops in the
upper provinces, and such military operations in general,
as woull most effectually securo that part of the Dritish
frontior against an attack from the Afghans. The pro-
position of the Commander-in-Chief was approved, for
adding to the army two regiments of nabive infantry, for
the movement of five companies of native invalids to Chu-
nar, and of five other companies to Allahabad; and for
assembling a force to cover the city of Denares. The
Resident at Lucknow was desired €to urge to the Vizir)”
these aroc the words of the official despateh, © the necessity
of collecting as large a body of artillery, infantry, and
cavalry, as possible, to be placed, if nceessary, under the
divections of an Kuropean officer, and to be employed in
the marmer suggested by tho Commander-in-Chief :” also,
to take unmediate measures for sending such a supply of

1799,

} P’apers, ut supra, il. 3.
VOL. V1. K
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BOOK VL grain to Allahabad as the commanding officer in the field
ouAr. 1x. might preseribe, and for obtaining the orders and assist-
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ance of the Vizir in despatching, whenever it should be
requisite, all the boats not required for the servico of the
army.

Notwithstanding the hopes, however, which had been
fondly entertained of a defensive alliance with Sindiak,
the authorities in India write to the authorities in Eng-
land in the following terms: “From the letter to the
Resident with Dowlut Rao Sindiah, dated the 26th of Oec-
tober, you will observe, that Sindiah’s continuance at Poo-
nah, the dissensions and disaffection which prevail among
his eommanders, and the unsettled and precarious state of
his anthority in Hindustan, have prevented our taking any
further steps for carvrying the intended arrangementsinto
effect.”” It was in the beginning of October that the
authorities in India. delivered it to the authorities in
England, as their opiuion, that the greatest advantages
would arige from a connexion with Sindiah. Before the end
of the same month, they find the circumstances of Sindiah
to be such, that no further steps for carrying the intended
arrangements into effect are accounted advisable.! Again;
the inability of Sindish, from the disaffection of his com-
manders, and the tottering state of his authority, were now
made the foundation on which measures of policy were
built. After an interval of not many months, the necessity
was urged of draining the whole resources of the Dritish
state, to make war upon him. The fact appewrs to be
that Sindiah knew the improbability of being invaded by
the Shah ; and though such invasion would bring on him
greater evils than it would bring on the government of
any other state, he chose to remain at Poonaly for the
promotion of those objects of which he was there in eager
pursuit.

“Under these circumstances,” say the authorities in
India, “we have judged it expedient to determing, that in
the event of Zemsun Shah's approach to the frontier of
our ally the Viuir, our military operations shall be con-
fined to a system of defence ; and we have resolved that
our arms shall, in no case, pass the limits of his Excel-
lency’s dominions, unless such a forward movement shall

¥ Papers, ut supra, p. 36, 37.
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be deemed by the commanding officer necessary for the BDOK VI
protection of the frontier, either of Oude, or of our own «irar ix.

dominiong,” !

After producing all this preparation and expense, the
Shah, who, it secms, had again advauced as far as Lahore,
began his retreat on the 4th of Jannary : and Shah Aulum
was informed by a letter from the Afghun Vizir, that no
intentionn remained of prosecuting the expedition into
Hinduastur that year, but the helploss Mogul might ook
forward to g more prosperous issue, at soe future period.
The cause of the retreat was reported, and believed, to be,
the alariaing progress making by the brother of the Shah
at the Lead of a military force in the neighbourhood of
Herat.*

In ths month of September, Mr, Duncan, the Governor
of Bomlay, had made the following commumication to the
Governor-Cleneral. A personage, of the namo of Mchidi
Ali Kha, had intimated, that, us ho was about to muke a
journey into Porsia, it might be in his power, and if
properly authorized, he had confident hopes that it would
be in his power, to excite the Persian rulers, by threatening
or attackiug the western part of Afghanistan, to divert the
Shah fran his projected invasion of Hindustan, The fact
was, that Taba Khan® then King of Persia, had espoused
the eatse of Malunood, the brother of Zemaun, as the
elder 501, aud hence the rightful heir of the late monurch:
and had already threatened, if not atiacked, the province
of Khoragsan, Mehidi Ali Khlan wius intrusted with a
mission, the objects of which, as they fell in with the ex-
isting politics of the Persian governmont, werc suceessfully
attained. This, however, was not cnougl to satisfy a

1 Papers, ut supry, ii. 37. .

7 Papers, ut supra, p. 38, —M.  Shah Mobwinmed, the brother of Zemaun
Shah, by a diffevent mother, who was governor of Herat at the time of his
father's de.ath, was left in possession of Lis vovernment upon his acknowledg-
ing Zemann Sih as hiy govereign, e subsequently engaged in repested in-
gurrections against the king in 1744, 1797, and 1790, and these attempts,
althongh unsneeesstml, bad the effect of suspending Shah Zemaun's desipns
upon India, aud recalling him from the advatce he had wade towards their
fulilment, ‘T Yast rebellion of Mahanimed, in 1800, placed him, f il
gon, on the throne of Kabul, Elphinstone’s Appeud. 575, Conolly’s Travels,
ii, 262,—W.

3 Buba hhn was the name of the prinee, who upon his accession to the
throne of Persia, in 1797, took the title of Futtch Al Shal, by which desigs
nation he is better known.  Mohamuped was not the rightful heir to the throne
of Kabul.

17409,
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BOOK VI mind, which longed to do cvery thing in magnificent style;
cuar.1x, and the Governor-General prepared a splendid embassy to

1799,

the court of Buba Khan. CQaptain Malcolm, who had lately
been assistant to the resident at Hyderabad, was chosen,
for his knowledge of the langnage, and other accomplish-
ments, to conduet the negociation. “The embassy,” to
use the words of the negotiator, “ was in a style of splen-
dour corresponding to the character of the monarch, and
the manuers of the nation, to whom it was sent; and to
the wealth and power of that state from whom it pro-
ceeded” a langnage this, which may be commonly inter-
preted, lavishly, or, which is the same thing, criminally,
expensive. The negotiator continues: “ It was completely
successful in all its objects, ‘The King of Persia was not
only induced hy-the British-envoy to renew his attack
upon Khorassan, which had the effect of withdrawing
Zemann Shal from s designs upon India; but entored
into treaties of political aud commercial alliance with the
British government. 71 The  embassy proceeded from
Bombay on the 20th of December, 1799 ; and the terms
of the treaties were fixed before tho end of the succeeding
year. It was stipulated, That the King of Persia should
lay wasbe, with a greab army, the country of the Afghans,
if ever they should proceed to the invasion of India, and
conclude no peace without engagements binding them to
abstain from all aggressions upon the English: That
should any army, belonging to the Ireuch, attempt to
form a settlement on any of the islands or shores of
Pevsia, a fores should be cmployed by the two contracting
states to co-operate for their extirpation; and that if even
any individuals of the French nation should request per-
migsion to veside in Persia, it should not be granted. In
the firmaun, annexed to this treaty, and addressed to tho
governors and officers in the Persian provinces, it was
said: “Should ever any person of the French nation
attempt to pass your ports or boundaries; or desirve to
establish themselves, either on the shores or frontiers,
you are to take meaus to expel and extirpate them, and
never to allow them to obtain a footing in any place ; and
you are at full liberty, and authorized, to disgrace and slay
them.” Though the atrocious part of this order was, no
! Muleolm's Sketeh, p. 317,
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doubt, the pure offspring of Persian ferocity ; yet a Briton BOOK VL
may justly fecl shame, that the ruling men of his nation, ciar.ix,

a few yenrs ago, (such was the woral corruption of the
time ! could contemplate with pleasure so barbarous and
inhuman a nandate, or endure to have thought them-
sclves, except in a case of the very last necossity, its
procuring cause.  On their parl, the IEnglish were
bound, whenever the King of the Alghans, or any person
of the French nation, should wake war upon the King
of Persia, “to seud as many cannon awd warlike stores ay
possible, with necessavy appuratus, attendants, and in-
spoectors, and deliver them at one of the ports of Persia”?
The evil of this condition was, that Linding, not morely
for a single emergency, it tended to iuvolve the English
in all the quarrels Detween the King of Persin and a
neighbouring people, with whom it was very unlikely that
he woulld almost ever be ab peace: and thus extended
wore widely than ever those fighting connexions, which
the legislature had not only prohibited, but stigmatized,
ag contrury at once to the intercsts amd the honour of the
nation.  The counncrcial treaty was of slight mportanee,
and aimed at litlle wore than soute seeurity from thoe ill-
usage to which in barbarous cowntries merchunts are ex-
posed, and some improvements i the mode of recovering
the debts, and securing the. property of the Euglish
traders. On the abtainment of these points, the cnvoy
himself, as natural, sets the highest value.  “ These
treaties,” he tells us, “ while they ¢omplotely excluded the
French irom Persia, gave the Euylish every benefit which
they could devive from this connexion.” He adds, “Nor
can there be a doubt, that if this alliance had been cul-
tivated with the saine active spirit of foresight and pene-
tration with which it was commeunced, it would have
secured tho influence of the Dritish government in that
quarter from many of those attucks to which it has sub-
sequently been exposed.”® 1t would have becen gocd, if
the emoy had shown, in what advantage the BLritish
goverunent could find a compensation, for the expense of
upholding such a connexion at tho court of Persia.

1 See Cellection of Treaties, &c, between the Rast India Company and the

Asiatic Powerss also the Appendix to Maleolm’s Shetfeh,
2 Maleola's Sketeh, p. 318,
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The result, in regard to the Afghans, is necessary to be
known. The year 1800 was spent, partly in war, partly
in negotiation, between tho King of Persia and Zemaun
Shah. In the year 1801, Mahmood, the rebellious prince,
collectod such a foree, as enabled him not only to defeat
his brother, but to render him a captive.!

To grant a residence to Vizir Alj, the deposed Nabob or
Nawaub of Oudc, at a place so near his former dominions
as Benares, was not regarded as o measure of prudence,
and he had been made acquainted with the resolution of
removing him to Caleutta. He viewed the change with
the utmost aversion ; but all his remonstrances against it
had proved in vain ; and the time was now approaching, the
prepurations were even made, for carrying it into execu-
tion,

On the morning of the 14th of Januvary, 1799, he paid
a visit, by appointment, accompanied by his usual suite
of attendants, to Mr. Cherry, the Dritish Resident, at his
house, distant about three miles from Benares. Afier the
usual compliments, he began to speak of the hardship of
hig coercive removal; and proceeded first to warmth, at
last to intemperance of language. Mr. Cherry, whose
attentions were understood to have gained his per-
sonal favour, is said to have gently attempted to repress
his indiscretion, and to remind him that he, at least, was
not the proper object. of hig resentment ; when the im-
petuous youth, with sudden or premeditated fronzy,
started from his seat;jand made a blow at him with his
sword. This, by the law of Eastern manners, was a signal
to his attendants, with or without concert ; and in an in-
stant their swords were unsheathed. My, Cherry endea-
voured to escape through a window, but one of the
attendants, reaching him with his poighard, struck him
lifeless on the floor. Two other gentlemen in the room
being murdered, the assassing hurried to the houses of
other Englishmen ; but, sacrificing only two other lives in
their progress, they were so vigorously resisted by a gen-
tleman, who possessed himself of a narrow staircase, and
defended himself against their ascent, that time was given
for the arrival of o party of horse, upon which they
immediately betook themselves to flight, So little pre-

1 Pupers, ut supra, p. 22, 28,
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paration had Vizir Ali made for this oxplosion, that he BOOK VI
was obliged to leave behind him whatever property ho crar. 1x.

possecssed ; the furniture of his zenana, his elephants, and
even o part of hLis horses. He retived to the woody
country »f Bhotwal, where he was joined by several dis-
affected Zemindars.

The news of this outrage exeited considerable emotion
at Luckrow, where it was regarded as thie eruption of o con-
spiracy for the overthrow of the government ; a conspiracy
in which it was unknown to what extent the subjocts of
Saadat Ali might themselves be concerned.  That rvaler,
in whose character timidity predominated, and who knew
that he 'was hated, suspeeted cvery body, even his troops,
and prayed that the English battalion might be sent from
Cawnpore for the protection of his porson. When called
upon to join with his fovces the DBritish army, for the
chastiseraent of the offender, he found an excuse, which
his avarice, his timidiby, hig desire of case, and hatred of
exertion, all combined in leading him eagerly to adopt.
He stated his suspicions of his troops, and represented
them as too void, both of discipline aud of fidelity, for
any advantage to be expected from their aid. e aftor-
wards paid dear for his ingenuousness, when this repre-
sentation was brought forward as a reason for thrusting
upon him measures which his soul abhorred.

Notwithstanding  the representutions of the former
Governo~Ceneral, Sir John Shore, that the peopls of
Oude universally regarded Viziv Ali as dostitute of all
title to the crown, the grand alloged fact, npon which he
grounded the important decision of deposing a sovervign,
and naming his successor; the Marquis Wellesley, in a
letter to the Resident, dated the 22ud of January, 1801,
expressly says, “Active and general support has heen
afforded, by the subjects of his Excelleney, to the impostor
who lately assumed the name of Vizie ALY It also
appears that of the troops of the Viuir, which were re-
quired to assist in reducing the disturber, a part in reality
joined his standard.

He found himself in a short time at the head of an

' Dapers, ul gupra, i, 146.—M., Thix does not prove that Vizir Ali was
popular wiisu Sir J. Shore wrote ; the contrary was no doubt the case. 17 only

proves what wis uniforinly admitted, the unpopularity of Sadut Ali, in eon-
sequenee of his parsimony and financial exactions ~W,

1799,
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BOOK VI, army of several thousand men ; descended with them into
cuartix, the plains of Gorukpoor, the castern district of Oude;

1799,

- and threw the whole kingdom into trepidation and alarm.

A British forco was assembled to oppose him. Some
partial rencounters, in which they suffered pretty severely,
and the narrow limits for subsistence or plunder to which
they were reduced, soon disheartened his followers ; when
they abandoned him in great numbers ; and he himself
took refuge with a Rajpoot Rajah. He remained with him
till the month of Deceraber following; when the Raj-
poot made his terms with the British governiment, and
treacherously delivered up Vizir Ali, who was carrvied to
Fort William, and there confined.

In the month of January, 1799, the Governor-General
addressed letters-to the Vizir, and to the Resident at
Lucknow, of which the object was to urge, what he was
pleased to denomiuate a reform of the military establish-
ment of the Vizir. The London authoritics themselves,
in the letter which they afterwards wrote on the 146th of
May, 1799, expressing their great satisfaction with the
arrangeraents in Ounde which had been formed by Sir John
Shore, and with the disposition shown by the Vizir, both
to make the large pocuuiary payments which were re-
quired at his hands, and to introduce the reforms