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MONSTER MEETING AT THE TOWN HATL

EDUCATION QUIESTION.
e e R A R e

PURSUANT to notice a public meeting of the inhabitants of
Bengal was Leld at the Town IIall on Saturday the 2nd July
at 3 v, M, for the purpose of considering the propriety of
wemorializing the Secretary of State. on the subject of the.
proposed withdrawal of State aid from English education,
Move than two thousand persons were present, and all classes of
the native community were represented on the oceasion, On
the motion of Balioo Rajacoomara Rai Choudhuri of Barripur,
seconded by Camara Girisachundra, Singha of Paikpara, Babu
Rumanatha Tagore, President of the British Indian Association,
took the chair,

The following is a list of the Delegates from the Districts :

Distiict or Pluce. Names of Delzgutes.

1. Balasore ...Babu Brindabone Chunder Mundul.
2. Bancooval ...+ Upendro Chunder Mojoomdav,
3. Daraset N Ra.]k'nsto Banerjea and

l,, Omrito Nauth Bose.
4. Barripore .. Raj Coomar Roy Chowdry.
5, Beerbhoom v+ Dwarka Nauth Chuckerbutty.
6. Bickrampore .. Chunder Madub Ghose. r, L
7. Berhampore .+ Deno Nauth Gangooly,

[~ Greejasunker Mojoomdar,

', Lssur Chunder Chuckerbutty.
3. Furreedpore o .

i ., Jara Nauth Chuckerbutty, s. A,
L., Murranauth Bhuttacharjea, u, A



District or Place, Names of Delegafes.
o Haolleeshaliur ooy Gopaul Chunder Banerjea.

18, Jessore (Tewn) .v 5, Bungshee Dhur Sein.

» Amirta Bazar... ,, Debendro Chunder Ghose, B. L
11 Jungypore <. 5 Gour Soonder Chowdry.
12, Mauanbhoom (Purulia). ,, Issur Chunder Ghosal,
13, Midnapore wo 5 Kartick Chunder Mittra, ». 4
14. Pubna oo 5 Hurrish Chuuder Surmuh.
15. Rajshaye <. 3 Jadub Chunder Sircar.
16, Krislmaghur oo 5 Jadoo Nauth Roy Baladoor,
17. Santipore ..« Din Doyal Poramanick.

The Chairman in opening the business of the Meeting said :(—
Gentlemen, I thank you heavtily, fur the honor you have done
me by electing me your Chairman. 1 will dowmy best, and I
trust I will gain your approbation. ~Gentlemen, the subject
which will be discussed at this meeting is of great national
iwportance, and I am sure all of you ave as much alive to it
ay Lam. I shall therefore not dwell " much on the subject, but
leave you todo what you think proper. However, let me tell
you, gentlemen, that in sending your petition to England you
should observe every moderation and be respectful in your
language. If vou do so ‘1 ani quite sure the English nation will
sympathise with you. When I say the English nation will
sympathise with you. I mean lords, commoners, merchants
tradespeople, and even the missionaries who create so much
wischief and  coufusion in  our families. (Hear Hear ard
Tuughter. }  Geutlemen, T regret very much that the Government
sbould thiuk it advisable to withdraw aid from English educa-
tion. 1 hope before they do so they will take into consideration
the benefits which our country has already derived from English
education. If thuat education had mot been introduced, you
wounld not have seen so many of my countrymen holding
respousible situations in the State, and adorning different walks
of life. T, thervefore, sincerely and earnestly trust that the
Government will not withdraw this boon. (Clheers). Gentlemen,

I have much pleasure in telling wow that the people of the
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Moftusil, both orthodox and educated, have evinced a lively
interest in this meeting. They have sent delegates here Lo «oe
the working of it, and I trust these delegates will be satisned
that we have done all we could to secure the iutevests of the
publie.  Before concluding I must inform you that in the pro-
gramme there arc a scveral resolutions. It will take perhaps
five or six hours to conclnde the business, and 1 will, therefore,
propese that the speakers will be as brief as possible so that the
business of this evening wmay be terminated without the aid of
lights or candles. ( Langhter.)  With these observations 1
leave you 1o do what you think best and proper. Before L
resume my seat 1 will ask the Secretary to vead the correspon-
dence which he has received rfrom the Moftusil on this subject
( Applause. )

BaBu Krisronas Parnsaid that le had veceived a letter from
no less a personage than the Maharajuh of Burdwan, expressing
his “unqualitied sympathy witl the ‘object of the meeting,”
and * heartily wishing it success.” He observed that the most
gratifying feature in this| movement was that it had found
response  throughout the country, and that meetings had been
beld in alinost all the districts. of Bengal, Behar, Orissa, and
Assamn. He held in his hands the proceedings of forty-three
district meetings, and had much | pleasure in  introducing
Delegates deputed trom 17 districts. He also read two telegrams,
one fiom Gowalparaly, Assaw, and the other from Dacca, an-
nouncing local meetings. e then called upon the Delegates

to present their respective repors,

Basu OrexpeEr CHUNDER Mooxrrsea, the Delegate from
Buncoorah, then rose and said :—-Mr. Chairman and Gentle-
men.—1 rise to represent the Educational interests of my native
District, Bancoorah, hetter known by its old name the Jungle-
mehals, or the lund of tigers, bears and wild beasts, and the
vesidence of hallcivilised people. The objeet, Siv, which has:
brought us together under this roof 15 one which interestsall

Bengidees, all of us alike, nay, our descendautis—~1t is to take
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into consideravion the propriety of memorializing His Grace
iks Secretary of State to disallow the proposed restrictions npon
Ingh or liberal cducation by withdrawing State assistunce frou
English 8chools and Colleges. The District of Bancoorah is
notoriously poor, there are scarcely half a dozen moderately
vich families in it, and those who scnd their children to the
English school have not the means to pay more than what they
are now paying. If what is contemplated be carricd out it
would be a virtual denial of education to a most important
section of Her Majesty’s most loyal and devoted subjects. The
District of Bancoorah was formed on its present footing on the
Ist of Beptember 1837, and in the year 1844 a Government
school was started—(here the Babu was asked by the Chairman
to cut short his specch, ~which  he did) and in conclusion he said-
Under these circumstances T ope Ilis Grace the Seerctary of
State will be pleased to give our memorial the very faverable
consideration it deserves, and grallf to us the boon which we
have so long under Her Majesty’s benevolent Government been
enjoying.

Babu Dwarka Nath Chuckerbutty, Delegate from Beerlhoom,
then addressed the meeting.  The other Delegates were also pre,
pared to speak, but as time prossed, the Chairnran regretted that
Le could not do himself the pleasure of hearing them. He must go
on with the business of the day. Rajah Narendra Krisna moved
the first resolution which was as follows :—¢ That in the deli_
berate judgment of this meeting the people of India have derived
the grealest henefits social, moral and intellectual from the system
of edueation through the medium of the English language inau-
gutaled by the late Lord William Bentinck, and encouraged and
supported by successive Governors-Gleneral ; and that this meeting
would regard as a national ealamity the withdrawal or diminution
of the assistauce now afforded by the State to English schools and
colleges.”

ITe said : Mr. Chairman and Ctentlemen.  The question which
has this day brought us heve, is the most momentous that can in-
fevest humanity. It has accordingly engrossed the attention of



uvilised Buarope and Awmervica, and at the present day it is being
discussed with unremitling ardour by ministers and statesm. .
philosophers and philanthropists. T cannot presume to grasp it
in all its bearings, but shall endeavour to dwell upon some
of its most salient points. English edueation in Bengal,
which has, under the fostering care of the British rule, been
advancing with rapid strides and hearing rich fruits, is threatencd

to be arrested by a sudden fiat of the Government of India—a fiat

which, it is feared, is the expression of a phase of morbid thought,
working for some time in the minds of certain officials, and for
which an era of financinl deficit has been supposed to be a fit
occasion. It isupwards of a twelvemonth sinee, in an unlucky
moment, the Lientenant Governor of Dengal submitted to the
consideration of the supreme Governmens, a scheme for the revi-
sion of certain grades in the education service in the lower pro-
vinces of Bengal attended with  an inereased expenditure of only
Rs. 825, It was received in ‘the then boiling cauldron of fiseal
cogitation and vaporised, and the upshot was, a resolution of the
Financial Department couched in ominous words which, after
declaring the inadwmissibility of the additional expenditure on the
score of the inadequacy of means at the disposal of Government
to meet if, enunciated a new and dangerous educitional poliey.
This resolution and the one which appearcd in the Gazctfe of the
Tth June of last year together with the previous correspondence’
on the subject of the education cess, between the Governments of
Lord Lawreuce and of Dengal as well as the pamphlet of M.
Ilowell the Under-Secrctary to the Government of India on
education in Bengal, when analysed, furnish the following pro-
positions (— E )

Ist. Tt is the absolute daty of the British (GGovernment to give
tn the poover classes of the natives ot Indin a primary education,
that is elementary instruction in the vernacular in simple reading
and writing and in the tour fundimental vules of Arithmetic,

Ind.  This olligation of the stale to provide clementary in
struetion for the massens is v Iy infevior fo (hat of enconraging
Fnglizh education,
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Srd. Funds derived from taxation of the many, should not be

2nt on high education for a few,

4th. The expense which the State has hitherto incurred for
English education in Bengal, although it has borne good fruits,
has beenan  ever-increasing  Lurden which has been weighing
heavily on its finances, and the means at its disposal for the
devclopment of education, is very limited,

Sth.  The motives which induced the natives to seek English
education, are prima fuciz sufficient for its rapid development
without any contribution from the imperial finances.

Gth. In Bengal, the most intellectually advanced province of
India the desire  for vernacular education or for education in
order to develop the intellectual powers, apart from the tmmediate
purpose of sccuring material advantages, docs not exist.

On the admission of the principles involved in these proposi-
tions, the conclusion isdrawn that it is high time Governmen
should withdeaw all aid ‘from English educational institutions
which must be left to the voluntary system, and encourage the
establishment of clementary vernacular schools to be maintained
mainly by local contrilutions, fees and cesses on land, and by
such minimam help as it may seem proper to afford in confor-
mity with the grants-in-aid system. Iducation, in its proper
sense, is shmply eivilisation; and 1t would be a truism in the
19th century to say that it is the highest function of Govern-
ment to give to every snbject, rich or poor, the soundest possible
iraining. Language is but the vehicle of knowledge, it matters
little whether the most advanced knowledge 1s conveyed to the
mind thirough the English orany of the vernaculurs of India,
through the Hebrew or Pushtoo. Indeed, it would be an
advantage to a people if the native tongue contain such stores,
because less time would be spent in mastering it.  Confining
our remarks to Dengul, it may be asked, can the DBengalee
langnage lay claim to the profession of those intellectual treasures
which are embodied in some of the langunages of the West?
and with the ncgative answer that must be given to this query,

English education for all classes who wish to avail of it would
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appear to be a necessity, but asfor obvious reagsons it cannob
reach the masses, progressive ideasin all departments of Kiie -
ledge, must be . gradually vernacularised by the recipients of
English education, and reappear in translations for their use,
and teachers should be trained to instruct them, This combined
system already inaugurated by statesmen of the highest
eminence, a Bentinck, an Auckland, a Tievelyan, and carried
out by philanthropic and jealous coadjutors such as a Ryan
and a Cameron although inits incipilent stage has proved by its
success, the soundness of its basis, This is the rationale of the
downward filtration theory—a theory which, despite the treat-
ment it has received from flippant thoughtlessness, stands like
arock on the firm foundation of truth and history unshaken
by the shafts of ridicule and the undermining influence of
insinuating calumny. No limit can Dbe assigned tothe results
of its practical application ; ‘we expect our language to be cast
intoa classic mould and rendered adequate to the expression
of the abstrusest ideas and the loftiest sentiments ; we expect
the growth of an original national literature as healthy aud vi-
gorous as that of England as reach and exhaustless as that of our
Aryan, ancestors, and above all the acelimatization so to speak, of
the ever-flourishing sciences and the arts of Europe and America,
the History of the formation of the English language and of Eng-
lich progress testifies that this is not an idle chimera. Already a
Vydia Sagur with the aid of the pliant Sanscrit and under the
guidance of a taste improved and refined by English culture has
shown how the ere while uncouth Bengallee can be made to com-
pete in polish, elegance, and grandeur with the languages of the
advanced nations of Europe—an Alkshoy Cumar, how it can be
made the language of science and eloquence, and a Rajendrolaul,
how it can be fashioned iuto a vehicle for popular learning ; a fair
beginning has been made rapid progress is developed, and the
brightest prospects, as I have hinted at, (though distant) are
hoped for; but as long as the hope is not realised, aslong as
India, in respect of its vernacular and its teachers, reach not the
present and the luminous portion, of the post of Englandin
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respect of ils English and intellectual giants, so long any schewe
o1 ustruction for the natives, which recommends a divoree trom
English education, eannot but end in a miserable tiasco—it would
be simply suicidal.  But the blundering Jogma goes still further,
it enunciates T may say the duty of our Government in thc follow-
ing words.—Give up Euglish education, teacl the people simply
to read and write in their own languages and to perform sums
in clementary arvithmetic (with case and satisfaction to them-
selves) and make their tether of such length that they graze not
in richer fields of knowledge :—surely it is impossible with.
out a clue to fathom the  wisdom of such a measure. How vast
the sacrifice.  How miserably poor the gain if gain, at allit
can be called. To coufine education within this narrowly pres-
cribed limit, is to forget its trucimport; to ignore its objects and
aim, and to misunderstand the free mission of an enlightened
Government. On the other hand, it is thought desirable to
demolish the great structures built by Euglish education, to
undo the noble deeds of beneficent stetesven, to paralyse the
opening mind, to withdraw the elevating influence of western
knowledge, to contract to. nothingness the sphere of usefulness
of the native Indian subjects, and to smother their highest
Thopes and aspirations. There is another important phase of
the question, the absolute pauperism of the masses, on which
a good deal may be said, but as the Bengal Government has,
alveady, very properly drawn attention to it, I have only to
remark that they must have food with he food of mind. When
France, after the resolution, called all her children to receive
instruction, the pupils could not have aitended schools had they
not had a remuneration of four sons a day. Those who advoeate
as non-progressive primary education, would only extend over a
larger area—education as a degree higher or lower than that
whicli prevails in the lower strata of our society, as the re-
siduum of an antecedent but cffete civilisation. But does Mr.
Howell cxpect from a training of this sort, the evolution of
a power wherewith the strongholds of superstition and ignorance
would be battered, of a woral regeneration and development of



(9v)

physical resoyrees which would save a prison rate and a panper
wate. Is this the summumbonum to be kept in view, ar is
Inglish education to be condemned “ as the mere pursuib of a
luxury, as the cultivation of tulips and exoties.” 8ir A. Alison,
in his History of Europe, has by the light of eduecational and
eriminal statistics of France and Russia, shown that if clementary
instruction be called education, there is a direet ratio bebwecen
education and the inerease of erimes, Mr, Iill, in his work on
¢ crime,” proves that the inverse ratio cannot be established with
” with an education which
means the ¢ meve capability of reading and writing” and “ignores
a systematic development of the different powers of the body apd

« a quantity of parrot-like knowledge,

nmind” and Dr. Elam, in his essay on « Moral and Criminal Epi-
Jemies” says, “ an edueation which merely instruets will encour-
age erime, one which co-ordinates the faculties of the mind, whicl
gives exercise to reason aud judegment, will clevate his position
in the seale of cveation and turn'those facultics to the serviece of
his fellow-ereatures which otherwise would be employed to  theie
destruction.”  The ouly intelligible sound policy of a primary
cdueation, is thab it must be progressive even fo the extent of
making our “ weaver at the loom bend over the Principia of
Newton” and form, in its advanced stage, the basis of a technieal
edueation—an education which, for India, is an absolute neces-
sity and the only source of her future prosperity, but which
would leave to the choice of ourartizans either to found their
Tadian Manchester and Sheflield or to  plain their own benches
for their future seals s dispensers of justice. We are indebted
to Mr. Howell for Lis having thrown out hints in this dircetion,
but he is wrong as I shall have oceasion to show in supposing
it not Lo be the duty of Government to sapport such an cducation.
But how can this technical edueation be possible without teaching
in all departments and grades of seience in the Colleges and Uni-
versitics —an object for which Englaud itself is stirving and yearn
mye The true friends of our eountry, should, therelore, recom-
mend astill higher type of training  than that which goes under
the name of high English education, aud urge ou Government of

8
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fosler it not vuly for ils owun sake and for the interest of those
w' Treceive ib, but fur the very masses who nppe:fl to our sym-
pathy. Let us have our DPolitechuica with their Vorsehule or
preparatory schools like those in Germany, which are all Govern-
ment establishments, but let us also have Government institutions
for high edueation with a complete curriculum of the sciences.
It may be said why raise a hue and ery against the intention of
Government to condemn English edueation when it has made no
declaration to that effet, it only proposes the increase of school-
ing-fees and the withdrawal of scholarships and other grants. Let
us see what would be the effeet of such a measure. 'The appre-
ciation of high English education as an intellectual eulture niming
at the elevation of the. race, is generally confined to that in-
telligent class of the natives of Bengal,-which is the least alle to
pay for it; i6 isalso valued af the passport to preferment, but
its primary imporfance “is never losh sight of by it. 1t is this
class which has generally supplied youtlis who have been the
pride of our edueaticnal institutions who have held positions of
Ligh honor and responsibilify under the State, who have be-
come uscful mewmbers of soelety and have formed as it were the
vanguard of our civilizabion. Our men of wealth, of varied
castes aud shades of faith, and stations in society, have various
ideas of education.” Seme send their children to English schools
as a matter of form, some to qualify thew for the practical good of
life or for contact with high oflicials or for an ambitious earveer ;
but a very few for the casting of the mind into a finer mould.
Tlhose boys again who are not generally distinguished for any
great ardour for their studies * continue at their almamaters so
long as they are nobt drawn away by a love of pleasure, by their
guardian’s ideas of their proficicney, by a rich ivheritance or by
the temptation of a banianship.” Who is then to sulfer from the
new scheme ? Surely the Pafer fumilias, who under the greatest
privation and hardship seeks Lo provide for his goodly number of
sous aud those ol relatives under his charge, a thorough English
education it would prove to him in these hard times of crushing
tuxation, the last straw on the back of a camel. This state o'



110

things, coupled with the statement of the Director of Public In-
struction, conlirmed by that of the Lieutenant-Governor that the
present fee rates are by no means low compared with the eorree
ponding rates in all the most highly civilized conntries of the
world, and that they are in the main as high as can be reason-
ably fixed with reference to the circumstances of the peeple of
Bengal ¢ cannot but lead to the irresistible conclusion sharedin by
all our countrymen that the withdrawal or curtailinent of state
aid and a further enhancentent of schooling fees of insbitutions
under the patronage of Government, would be tantamount to
proseribing English education and nipping the bud of 1ts good
fruits.  Mr. Howdll, very properly, suggests to leok to Eungland
and Europe for advice where they succeeded, and warning where
they failed. The grand results of the educational scheme of
Germany  which is generally followed by eontinental Europe have
been deseribed in impressive language by Mr. Roscoe.  In Iing-
Luiud although some of the old universities now receive parlia
mentary grants and others have been often endowed by Royal
munificence, her educationalists, representing the highest intellec-
ol the land, deplove the wanb ol suflicient aid fions Governmen-
institutions which already reecive some assistance from it They
gay that © individual enterprise which it is so easy glibly Lo pro-
nounce as the incarnation of vigour, has not borne the fruib ab
home, which Governnent support with its supposed emaseulating
tendeney, has yielded abroad, and that there is only an apparent
noble independence in the attempt to do that single-handed which
single hands are proved incapable of dving.”

Advice then from the continent of Lurope and warning {rom
Jngland intensified by the late move for education reform support
the neeessity of Govermmnent aid Lo high education as well as techt
nieal instruction. The objeetion that the state has no moral right
{o apply funds vaised by the taxation of all its members for the
beuefit of the few which has been raised against state aid to high
cducation, carries with it itz own refutation, 10 this theory b
correet, 10 woukl condemn every possible schome of pullic expen

diture which eannot directly benclit all and goaduale the benelit
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te e denved by eaeh person in proportion to his exact contribu-
tion, which is an impossibility. This theory crrs also in ignoring

e indiveet advantages of high education enjoyed Ly the mass.
Do you not sce how the country at large is cn clitled by its im-
proving the publie services in cvery department—low without it
could we find a worthy soul for the ermine or {he toga, an able
educator, a skilful physician and a thorough engincer. An Adam
Smith and a Stuart Mill deelare it profitable to the state to afford
bigh education. Eugland also exclaims Government must not
plead cconomy as an excuse for not giving education, for « the
highest cconomy ecomes out of wise expenditure.” Why slould
the ominous trisyllable deficit be urged in defence of the pros-
eription of English education or Civilization. Let it rather sct
our Rulers on the alert against uncontrolled expenditure in works
which compared to cducation ave Dbut state pageants. (Loud
applause.)

Bapu RAJENDRALALA MITTRA in secondmg the resolution said
that, as the question of what should be the proper medium of
education had once again- been revived, it was well that his
countrymen had thought fit publicly to. give expression to their
opinion and wishes in regard toit.  And it was highly gratifying
to notice from the proceedings, laid on the table, of tlie several
numerously attended and respeetable meetings that had lately
been held in different puurts of this provinee and the deputations
that Dad Deen sent to the Calentta meeting, the perfect nnani
ity which prevailed among the Hindu community in the
Mofussil on this most important subjeet. It was the move grati-
tying to observe that the high and the low, the vich and the
poor, the twice-horn Braliman and the degraded washerman, the
uibun and the vustic, were all of one  accord, Every man who
was able to think was of opinion that the moral and material
vlomeement of the people  depended on a wide diffusion of
Hwvopean knowledge in the country.  Nor Lad that opinion been
el by the sight of sundry crusts and erumbs which Lad
Pt from the official takle o the Tot of a fortumate fow—"a nere
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drop m the ocean—Dhut after o carcful survey of the condicion
and the most wrgent wants of Bengali Society.  In Caleutin
that opinion was arrived at more than Lalf a centmy ago, when
the people so warmly seconded the exertion of that/gveat philan-
thropist  David Iave, to establish the Jate IIindu College,
and hundreds of boys crowded the forms of thut institution.
A few years subsequently onc of the noblest of the Ilindu race,
the late Raja Rammohun Loy, heartily joined the Anglicists and
raised his powerful voice against the nistaken orientalists of
the period : and there has not been a single instance sinec
that time in which an intclligent man of Dengal lad demurred
to the diffusion of the western languages and literature in his
native land.  This universal unanimity, spoke for itself, and
needed mno  comment. Tt settled the question definitively as
regards the people of this country. It may appear strange, con-
tinued the Babu, that at a time when the brave and patriotic
Poles are exerting their ntmost to defond their national language
which has been assistea at ' the point of the Layonct by an
inexorable autocrat, we here should erv for a foreign tongue
when our kind hearted rulevs wish to diffuse the blessings of
education through the vernacudurs of owr country.,  But, Sir, in
Toland the vernacular is of the highest politieal importance ;
il is the great bouud of union’j it holds the people together as
distinet from the other races of Euvope ; it proeserves tor them
the annals of all that is dear to them, and contuins a store of
litcrature and science fully suflicient for all their requirements,
Our vernaculars, on the other hand, (and we have many where
the Toles lave only onc) ave poor and undeveloped, and serve
only to divide and disnnite use.  We yield not to the Poles in
our love for our country and our race; hut we feel that the
best way to love them is to promote theiv welfare. Tt was well.
in the primitive states of society o defend every thing  that
wis national, for it was thena quesiion of Jite and death ; bt
srch a patriotism i the present doy wonld Teo o cwrse. and vou
Shonld Tave none of G T pofviotion means an nenade love

o every tl_gin‘,{ et 1 oy o whoibhier candd o Yol ATVAY W i[]!
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such patriotism. U iU is Lo teach us fo vesl salisficd with our
laves and penates, our language and owr eivilization, s they

stand, the Jess we lmve of it the better.  Such patriotism
requires us to hug our claims, and vemain intellectual bondsmen
for ever, “I'rue putriotism, however, is not a blind adhercuce to
ancient customs, but an intelligent love for the welfure and
advancement of our race, and if you really wish to serve yowr
country, you should not hesitate & moment to spun every thing
that stands in the way of progress ; and import from foreign
land whatever is culeulated to vaise her in the scale of nations.
Our history, our traditions, our ancient glory, are preserved
in a language which has long sinee ceased to be current, and
it is impossible to revive it. It eaitnow only serve as a monu
ment of the past, and not the instrument of future amelioration.”
Our vernaculars are mere medin of speech and all but totally
devoid of such scientific’ and literary lore as can raise a nation
and satisfy our intellectual wants. Our only resource there-
fore is to borrow what we want from those who will help us,
and who ean assist ws hetter in this respeet than the noble
race which now sways the destiny of this country ¢ Time was
when the languages of Grecce and  Rome were supposed to
represent all that was noble and great for the culturc of the
human mind, But that time haglong since passed away.
The languages of Germany, France and England have gone
far ahead of them, and no man can now be called truly learncd
who has not acquired a thorough knowl idlge of at least vne
of them, and of the magnificent stock of science and literature
that they have amassed,  For us the language of England has
the greatest commendation. Tt is fully as rich, it not richer,
than those of France and Germany, and it has at the same time
many advantages, which the others do not possess. Those ad-
vantages may be all expressed in a single sentence, it is the
language of our Government,  If you wish to be an able lnwyver
vouw must learn it it you desie to lave the  honors of the
beneh vou wmust learn it 1F youw wish to be a competent sena

tov or Jegislator youw nongl again fearn it Do youw wish to /listin-



guish  youwrgelf in the healing art, you must learn English, so
must you if you desire wealth by foreign commerce. Fory
none of the sciences of modern Europe can be more readily
aequired than through the medium of English, and even for a
thorough study of the history of your own mnational classic,
tho Sanskrit, you must have a competent knowledge of English
literature. Can you afford to give up such a language-—such
an_ Aladin’s lamp of knowledge—for the sake of a mistaken
patriotism ?

It has been said by a learned gentleman, high in Government
service, and performing the duties of a minister of Public In-
struction in India, that high education is not of essential service
to society, and it serves only to make ¢ tulips and exotics” of
us ; but will you, and will Europe, endorse the opinion that
the Herchels and Humboldts and Stephensons of society are
mere “ tulips,” like tares in a wheat ficld, and that those who
have just placed a girdle round half the circumstance of the
Globe we inhabit, are of no es sential service to the community ?
Tv may be that it is move arduous 'for us to acquire, in o foreign
language, what people in Huvope learn in their own vernaculars ;
but it is neither impossible nor particularly difficult. It is only
a year ago that one of you in a competitive examination stood
second in English awidst three hundred of the flower of Eng-
land’s youth. He was weighted for a welter and had to run
against feather weights, and he won. with ease. 1 have no
doubt that there are hundreds, if not thousands, amongst you
who could do the same under like eircumstances.

It has been urged by the gentleman whom I have alJready
adverted to, that no body prevents us from learning English or
any other langnage we choose, but the Government is not bound
to provide for us, DBut this doctrine appears to me quite as
consistent as that aboubt tulips and exotics. The gentleman
himself admits that it is the duty of Government to provide for
the education of the peoﬁle ; and if so, it must follow as a matter
of eourse, that the education providéd should be good and sound
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aud asetul, and not wshadow which, o quote the anguage of
steaulay, can bring o the vecipient neither bread nov honor.™
1t has been allalong held in every part of the civilized world,
that the glory and greatness of a nation dependq upon the sum
total of knowledge acquired by its foremost representatives, aund
not upon the extent of the area over which it is sprinkled in
drops.  Greece was great beeause she had hee Ilomer and  Soc-
rates and Plato. Rome was likewise great because of her  Philo-
sopners and Poets and Tistorians 5 neither on account of any
pepular edueation, #or they had none, and the bulk of their
popalation was made up of helots.  England is great and truly
great, but has she achieved that greatness by any system
of widespread elementary _edueation? No: her greatness
depends upon her scholars and her seientific men.  Take them
away and she will at once sink to the position of Spain or Portu-
gal.  If then the greatness of a nation depends upon the extent
to which liberal educationis cultivated in it, is clearly the duty
of the British Indian Gevernment to offer every  encouragement
to high education in this country, and not to let it take cave of
itself, in order that Government resowrees alone may be  devoted
solely to that which is net Dy itself able to help the nation
onward,—a postponement of that which is of the utmost im-
portance, for that which of secondary consequence. In the coss
despatch, just veceived, it issaid ¢ that the true wealth of a
wise and just Governrment lies in the growing wealth of its
people, aud the fiscal system which most encourages the accumu-
Iation and enjoyment of capital in private hands must in the
Iong run be the most profitable to the state” and if so,it is the
Government is clearly hound to encourage that kind of edueation
most which is caleulated to be the most remunerative and not to
deny it all enconragement beeause it leads to matevial advan
taged.  In Kuropean eountrics every possible encouragement i
held forth Lo university education, large annual grants are given
trom the siate exclhiequer for the support of universilies. lIu
Germany this amonnts (o 29 thalers for every thaler paid by the
student it the way of feox In Freanee the Governnent allow
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cuee by 100 Tis, her student, and in Ealy (o no less than 237
Rs., against an average of only 10 Rs., in Bengal. Turnin~
from the continent to England we find the maguificent endow-
ments of her Colleges are due to a great extent to gifts of land by
former sovereigns, and the- state allowance to the Queen’s
College in Dublin and the Maynooth grant shew that the princi-
pdlebas not been lost sight of in the present day. No doubt many
of the endowments of Iinglish Colleges are duc to private chari-
tics, but those charities did not flow in all at once. Centurics
passed away before they attained their present proportions, and
in India the sune may be expected in a much shorter time.
Within the last fourteen years, that the Caleutta university has
been in existenee, private bencfuctions for the support of colle-
giate education have pourediin to the extent of nearly sceven lacs
on this side of India, andiat that rate our colleges will be ren-
dered self-supporting before the ecenitury iy out. DBut whether
they are so or not, the duty of Government will always remain
the same, and we have every right to demand—not to pray—that
it should render ¢very reasonable encouragement to that which
is of the highest value for the wellibeing of the nation, This
has heen 1'01)eatedly.'(Eknowlcdgod by the Government itself, and
is such a manifest truism'in the scicnce of Government, that it
would be a waste of words to demonstrate it.

But while advocating the'cultivation of the English language
for those who can afford the neeessary time and the means, I
shall not forget the claims of those classes who cannot afford
thent,  For them the vernaculars must continue to he the only
media of edueation, and it behoves both the Government and the
people at Iarge to sce that they are supplied with what 1s most
approprinte for them. I shall he the last to deny any man his
due ; but I cannot tolerate any scheme which will deprive one
seetion of the community of its rights for the benefit of another,
even when put forth under the cloak of bencvelence and philun-
thropy.  Injustice does not cease Lo be so because its proceeds are
devoted Lo a good purpase.  To do evil that good may proceed
from it enters not in my humble code of morals,  If Govermnend
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15 hound to provide for the education of the people under ity care
it ig bound to see that the means at its disposal are equally

stributed among the different classes of the community, who
contribute to those means aund not to sclect somo for its favory
and neglect others,

It is the fashion among some of our eremies to say that the
education given in the Govermment Colleges is charity education.
1 denounce the charge as a malicious calumny, and altogetlier
repudiate the idea that education given at the cost of the state,
that is out of the public revenues contributed by the people at
large, is an act of charity. Were it so you may as reasonably
say that the protection we devive from the police and the judiciad
establishiments of the country, are gratuitous ; and the militavy
establishients are kept up gratis for our good. Asa matter of
fact, we in Dengal, pny more for our education besides the share
which comes out of our contribubion to the revenues of the state,
than any other natien in the eivilized werld.  According to
recent resolution of the University autlorities of Oxford the
aunual fee bas been reduced to £3-10 in that ancient seat of
learning, when the average cost to each student in Bengalis £9.
Bearing this in mind T ask is.it vot a matter of extraordinavy
effrontery for those who get their education at the cost of 3-10 to
themselves, the rest being minde up by public charities, to eall us
chavity boys who pay £14-6 in Cualewtta. True there are some
Government scholurships attached to owr eolleges, and their total
value is about L7000 a year, but before mulevelent people
ecwpabous for them, it would be well if they would
rewember that in France over 18 lacs are annually devoted
ta bursmics, and in England the value of exbibitions and bur-
saries proceeding from pure charity considerably exceeds that
sum,

There is one question more to which I shall advert ; it is the
possibility of raising the Indian vernaculars sufliciently for the
purposes of a liberal comse of education. 1 begin by denying
that such a thing is possible within any reasonable time. There
are o hundred and oue vernaculars now current in the country,
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and 1t utlerly wtopian to suppose that all or mast of them

be improved so as to be {it for university cducation. Noue
believe, will be full hardy enough to insist onit, and if not wue
whole argument about the superiority of the vernaculars will full
to the ground. A few of the vernacutars may be improved and
when they are what will become of those races whose vernaculars
are not improved?  They must be obliged to study in, to them,
a foreign tongue ; and if 50 why not give them the Euglish at once
instead of waiting for the improvement of a language quite as
strange to them. Even to effect thet improvement the only
means at our disposal is to imyport the scionces and the arts of
modern civilization from the nations of Ewrope, and how can
that be accomplished unless: we Jearn those sciences fivst and
then translate them inlo eur vernaculars ¥ When Russia wanted
those sciences she did not begin by forbidding all foreign lan-
guages, but by offering every possible enconragement to the study
of the French and the German langnages. The Porte and the
Pasha of Egypt have done the sane in a small way, and if our
Governors really wish for our good they must do likewise. To
sit still till the vernaculars ave improved would be the suress
way to prevent the possibility of their ever being improved. It
would be invoking Jupiter instead of putting our own shoulders
tothe wheel. DBut cven: witli our hest exertions we cannot
possibly attain our object in less than a century, and to give wp
the study of the English now is therefore tantamount to giving
up all prospeet of improvement for three generations to come.
But even after that the necessity for learning Buglish will not
cease,  No llindu in Bengal would for o moment wish to see
our present Government changed.  On the whole India never had
a Government so good in the whole course of her history ; and it
the Government is to last the neeessity for learning Buglish will
always continue, even after the Bengali is vendered as perfect
as the English. 1t is the language of our graciows sovercign over
whose deminions the sun never sets it isthe Tanguage  of com-
meree all over  the east. IL s the language of Milton and
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the  langnage of a noble liost of physieists of {he present
erutury whio have altogethery changed the face of civilization in
Europe ean you afford to give up such a langnage for the poems
of Kritibas and the doggrels of Kavi-Kankan, or even for such
sloppy translations as you can produce for years to come 1 If
you can I shall deeply regret your choice, for it would amount to
an intellectual suicide. (ZTremendous loud cheering.)

Bany Kanmonys Dass said :—Mr, Chairman and Gentlemen.
Tho splendid talents and exalted rank of the nobleman by whom
this Resolution has been proposed, the superior cloquence and
comprehensive view of the question taken by the distinguished

gentleman who followed him—a gentleman as well-known in the
department of literatwre and scichee as in the region of politics,
render it superfluous for-me to tire your patience to any great
length by further observation in support. of this Resolution.—
T hope, however, T shall be exeused if T attempt to sct forth Lefore
yon some of. the salient points which this most important and
momentous subject presents to my mind. T shall not be longer
if I can help it than so scrious a matter requires.

Y confess I feel a sort of disgnst almost bordering despair ab
the manner in which the Government has hitherto looked upon
the arguments contained in tle varipus veports and letters ad.
dressed by the learned and conscientious Divector of Tublic
Instruction—arguments whicli weve "aceepted and approved by
the local Government, by such an able, upright and virtuous
man as our Licutenant Governor (hear, liear) T feel it with
sorrow and utter it with considerable reluctance that although the
honor and dignity of Great Dritain is intimately bound up
with the right decision of questions like this—questions which
aflect the weal and woe of one hundred and eighty millions of
Her Majesty’'s most loyal subjects, our rulers are not much
disposed to listen to the voice of the nation or to respect their
wishes. It is not my wish, gentlemen, to enhance the misfor-
tune of this nation Dby inflaming the minds of owr rulers by in-
discreet declamation or unnecessary bitterncss. 1t is of th,
ubmost importance to wus that a difference of opinion on {his



question should not fester into rancour or breed avy sort of
ilLfeeling betweon our rulers and oursclves. But gentlemen when
I consider for one moment the probable consequence of the n w-
sure contemplated by the State, when I sce that the fuce of Bengal
is once more to be covered with darkness, that once more the
shadow of night and dismalsuperstition shall overtalke this wreteh-
ed, this ill-starred-country, I believe you will excuse me if 1
2o to the bottom of this controversy and explain to you how this
matter stands on the documents and despatches penned and issued
by the authorities. Many of you, gentlemen, are no doubt
thoroughly aware of all that has been written and said regarding
this question, but as there arc others present in this mecting
whose profession and avocation in life, may not have left them
leisure enough to enter into the details of this sad controversy, T
will begin by reading to you the Resolation of the Government
of India, Dated 8th September 1869, No. 3233 of the (Here the
speaker read the Resolution) Finanectal Department,

This official document is quite on a par with the other caleu-
lations and productions of that praiseworthy Department, which
delights in mysteries of figuves; and findsg deficit when there is a
surplus, discovers that a sum of Rs. 19,33,520 was spend by
State for the high education of the nativos of Bengalin the year
1868-69. This disclosure as was to' be expected whetted the
financial zeal of the Government of India and hence the Resolu-
tion of September last.

I need hardly mention to you that this Resolution of the
Government is based on incorrect data and erroneous caleulations.
Adverting to the comparative claims of English and Vernacular
education to the support of the State, the Governor General of
India in Council observes. ¢ The principle which the Govern-
ment of India had in mind in the Resolution of September
applies alike to all Tnglish education »iz., this, that the motives
which induce the people o seck itTare prima fucie, suflicient for
its rapid development  without any contribution from the
Tmperial finances, Tt is notorlous that the same assertion can

by no mecansg be made in yegard to vernacular education, It



may, it is believed, truly be said, in respeet even to the most
intellectually advanced provinees of India, such as Bengal, that
to desire for Vernacular education, or, as might distinctively be
said, for cducation in order to develop the intellectual powers,
apart from the immedinte purpose of securing material advan-
taxes, is so low as perhaps hardly to exist. It is undeniable
that in this form edncation nceds, and ought to receive, much
artificial stimulus and encouragement. The Government of
India is glad, to perceive, that though dissatisfied with the terms
of its Resolution, the Hon'ble the Lieutenant Governor, and the
Dircetor of Public Instruction, admit the practicability of
aradually, and with discretion, increasing the contributions
of those who receive from the State, or by its aid, an English
education, The Governor General in Council is of opinion that
this should be kept coustantly and prominently in view and
that it should be, in accordance with the views expressed by
suceessive Seccretavies of State, the constant aim of the Supreme
and the local Governments, co-operating cordially together, to
reduce to the utmost the charge wupon the State for English
education, with a view to vender it as self-supporting as possible
There is another observation on this Resolution which I cannot’
help making, it is this, “We are told that for the purpose with
which the Government of India 1ecorded the Resolution of
Scptember 1869, “all English education must be classed Zigh.”

With these introductory remarks which have set forth before
you with the object of pointing ont clearly the nature and object
of the measure which is now on the anvil of the State T will
procced to make some remarks on the resolution which I have
the honor to support. This resolution divides itsclf into two
heads :

1st.—The vast progress which the cause of cducation has made
since the time of Lord William Bentinek.

2nd.—The calamity which awaits us if the proposed rvetvogrivlo

step of withdrawing or considerably diminishing State ald from

rglish education he adopled.
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On the first branch of this enquiry, I have simply to cull your
attention to the Resolution of Lord William Dentiuck dated
Mavch 1835, which I find in page 7 of Vol. 1. of « Report on
Public Instruction in the Bengal Presidency from 1835 to 1831
by J. Kerr, Isq.

It would appear from the celebrated Resolution of Lord
Williamn  Bentinck, just referred to, deciding in favor of Euglish
education that previous to 1833 the Government lad to provide
the students of its Schools and Colleges with books and stipends
in order to enable them to study in pursuance perhaps of the
custom which prevailed in this country during the reign of the
Hindoo and Maliomedan Governments, The poverty of thestudents
stood in their way and this-Resolution of Lord William Bentinck
pub o temporary check to their progress, so that the Government of
FLord Auckland considered it necessary inthe year 1839 to bestow
scholarships in  the proportion —of ¢ one to every four of the
pupils” and Lord Hardinge in the year 1844, Leld out every pro-
mise of employment and reward to successful students.  Such wag
the difficulty the Government felt' in this period of time that
notwithstanding all these means and devices the number of sti-
pendiary students in the ‘year 1843 was limited to 27 pupils
only ! Compare and contrast this result with what is returned
in the veport of the Directorof Public Instruction 1868-69, and
yvou will find that we have at present 5423 Schools of all des-
criptions English and Bengali, aided and unaided, giving instruc-
tion to 215,550 students. This result, to say the least of it, esta-
blishes beyond the possibility of a doubt that education is now
fully appreciated and those who can afford to receive its light ave
not content to remain in darkness. If it be necessary to adduce
further evidence on this point, I need only say that this meeting
consisting as it does of men of all grades and castes of so many
districts and villages cstablishes most conclusively and beyond
the possibility of a doubt the degree of interest which is now felt
by our countrymen in the cause of education (ITear hear,) Dut
whilst the number ot our educational iustitutions and the nuber
of those who attend those institutions is no doubt an index to the



intellectual progress or Bengal, it is by no means true that the

aber of those who have veceived suflicient and satisfactory
knowledge of the arts and sciences that are tanght in Europe and
America is very considerable. There is hardly onenative who
can make a ship or even a pin, hardly one amongst us who can.
teach the rest of our countrymen the science and discoveries of
Europe bhardly a score who can speak good idiomatic English,
Gentlemen, it oceurred to me when I rose to address you after
the distinguished speaker who seconded this resolution, that if I
fuiled in using appropriate words and epithets in conveying my
idess to you it was only because the education which I had ro-
ceived was materially defective, The more glaring our failuve the
more clearly it should appear that enough has not been done for
us to teach us even tho'language of England (laughter.) As for
the social and moral progress we have made it is enough I think
to call your attention to the fact that most of our superstitious
institutions and customs are tottering fast dying away, that there
are amongst us a number of religious and social reformers whose
self-imposed mission in the cause of their country—whose perse-
verance in the cause of reform is excecdingly praiseworthy and
creditable to themselves as well as to their country (Hear Hear.)
‘What then are the arguments, whieh are used to divert or withdvaw
the funds contributed by the State for'the promotion of English
education in Bengal—what are the reagon assigned for rooting up
the tree which has borne so many, so sweet, so beautiful fruits.
These arguments and reasons as they appear from official corres-
pondence may be divided into three classes. 1. Social, 2.
Financial, 3, Political. Under the first head may be classed all
those arguments which spring from natural sympathy for our
peasants, our shoemakers, our blacksmiths, our carpenters and
all those castes and classes of men, who live by manual labour.
The condition of these classes—their ignorance, their superstition,
their bigotry and their poverty awaken pity in the hardest heart,
and it has been very justly said that their condition is a ¢ dis-
grace to England and to the English Government in India.” 1t
is not I may say the object or intention of any gentleman pre-



sent b this meeting to withhokd the light of knowledge from
these classes. Speaking for myself I shall rejoice and welcome the
day when the torch of knowledge and civilization shall be carriese
to cvery village and hamlet, when a network of Schools and
Colleges shall be spread from one ecud of this peninsulato
another, when every peasant shall have his books and writing,
when even the shoemaker shall be competent for the Dench
and the bar, when in fact Bengal shall ring with the noise of
intellectual achiovement, and fairly vegain the place which she
held in days of yore in the scalo of nations. (Cheers.) But af the
game time, I must say that very fow of those whom our paternal
Government would thus assist, elevate, enlighten and regene-
rate can under pesent circumsgtances spave their time and atten-
tion for intellectual cultivation.  Children above the age of six o
seven are required to assist their pavents in earning a livelihood.
Imagine Gentlemen, a peasant pafer familias burdened with the
charge of six or seven children and the wivesand children of those
¢hildren being dependant upon the produce of 20 or 25 Beghas of
land minus rent, minus cess, minus tax, minus fines and penal-
tics, working with Dorrowed seeds and Dborrowed ploughs, and
cattle, and youcan well realize to yourcelf a portion of the difficul-
ties, by which he is surrounded. (Hear IIcar). How far is
it possible to educate men like those ? Compulsory education
would be more a blight than a blessing to these men and surcly
1no man can be expeeted to read or instruct his children unless he
can feed them during the pursuit of knowledge (Loud applause).
The financial complaint, which presents complicated symptoms
in consequence of the disordered and disorganised machinery
at work and the endless eonfused state of our public ac-
counts is after all a curable disease, which adnits of easy
remedy, it owr rulers will look to the abuses which carry off
millions and apply the scissors of retrenchment to vested interests
-nd privileged high quarters instead of applying the pruning
knife mercilessly and ruthlessly to hundreds of illpaid writers,
wlahs, dufltavies v punkhy bearers (Lowd applause)  To spend
the mlnitessimnd st of 4 or 7 lacs out of an cnorwous elastic
b
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and yearly inereasing revenue of 17 erores supplied hy Bengal
and to call this 1-000 proportion a heavy weight on the exchequer
f the State is a process of reasoning quite unintelligible to
ordinary mortals and will hardly fail to excite the contempt and
ridicule of other civilized nations, which contribute so largely for
the development of their intellectual resources and for the progress
and advancement of those whom Providence has placed under
their care (Applause.) England occupies so very conspicuous a
place in the theatre of the world, that at a time like this when
the human intellect is making gigantic strides in all quarters of
the globe, when discoveries of all descriptions thicken upon us,
with such a rapidity that the most powerful intellect fails to
take a comprehensive view thereof at a time like this when even
despotic Governments ‘take & share in. the education of their
subjects, it ill becomes the position, the dignity, the prestige nay
the honor and pride of Great Britain to renounce her noble
mission of awakening the energies and elevating the minds of one
Lundred and eighty millions of men from any consideration of
finances by withdrawing its aid from high class education (loud
cheers and cries of hear hear.) Much indeed has been done, but
more, much more still remaing undone. Gentlemen, I cling with
superstitious tenacity to the doctrine that nothing short of a
very high class education can achieve the task of India’s regenera-
tion, and you must excuse me if I say that to withdraw the aid
of the State from this class of education is tantamount to a re-
nunciation of the policy which the Government has hitherto
pursued. To substitute the Vernaculars for English as a cheap
medium of education at a time when there is hardly one work in
any one of them, where you can find even a resume © f thephilo-
sophical and scientific researches of Europe and America, when
there are hardly words and terms in those languages to render
and translate those researches would, it strikes me, be taking too
bold a step—a step full of desperate hazard and difficulty. The
result, gentlemen will undoubtedly be, “ mean reparations on

mighty ruins”
It has been propoged to raise the fees in all Government and
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sided English Schools as a means of diminishing the contributions
of the State for such Education so that English Education in
Bengal may be prosecuted “ not only without carrying a charg

to the imperial revenue, but even so as to provide some means
for helping forward Vernacular Edueation.” This proposal as-
sumes in the first place that the students in our Government Col-
leges and Schools pay less schooling fees than the students in other
civilized eountries say England, France, Prussia, Italy and Swit-
zerland and in the next place the capability of the parents and
guardians of these students to pay more. Both these asswnp-
tions are alike unwarranted. In the University of Oxford the
fee payable under a recent statute is £3 10s. per winnum. In
France the fee charged in all its colleges (Lycees) range from £6
to £10 per annum and the fee for the Communal colleges (which
resemble our district schools) is £4 per annum. In Prussia the
average fee rate is a little lower than £3 14s. per annum and the
highest fee rate, appears to be £4 per annum. Mr. Arnold calcu-
lates that in Italy a State so newly constituted and engaged in-
struggles with such gigantic difficulties the yearly average cost of
a student for maintaining himself at the University all chargesin-
cluded is about 3£. As for Switzerland the same author observes
that the ¢ fees are low and the staff of professor is excellent.” Mr.
Anrnold also tells us that France spends £3 7s. Ttaly £5 12s. fram
the imperial exchequer and that in the year 1861 Prussia speni
£79,629 to meet a sum of £2761 from the students’ fees, endow-
ments &e., yielding a further sum of £21,160. Now, gentlemen
compare these figures with the statement in page 5 of the Report
of Public Instruction 1868-69 and you will find that the cost of
each pupil to the State in Bengal is Rs. 10-12-7 only. Can it
be said in this state of facts that the students of Bengal receive
a charity education? Can it be maintained for one moment that,
parents and guardians of our students pay nothing for the
Education of their children when they spend lacs and lacs for
Shrad and marviages 2 The argument speaks for itself, and it i3
only to be wondered at that it should find utterance from men
who paid much less to the State in which they were eduvated
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fhar the children of Bengal. It has been said that the position
md wealth of the students who read in our Government Colleges

d Schools 15 such that they ean easily pay an inercased fee for
their education,  To rebut this assumption I have only to read
the vemarks of Mr. Suteliffe Principal of the Presidency College,
ceported in page 431 of the Report on Public Inmstruction for
1868-60.  After giving a full analysis of the positions and
occupations of the guardians and parents of the students the
leavrned  principal  says that 25 per cent. of the studemss are
dependent upon  their Scholwships for defraying their college
expenscs.  This remark of the Principal of our most expensive
Jovernment institution has an eloquence, which I can hardly
surpass, and if with facts like these the Government should still
insist  on  an increase of the Schooling fees, it would only
strengthen the impression that under the  high-sounding name of
mass-education lurks an intention to bring about a dissolation of
our great Educational [nstitutions.

Before T resume my seat I wish to crave your indulgences
and ask your forbearance for a fow minutes more. I would ask
you to consider the arguments which have been printed and
paraded so often and which are diawn from a forced construction
of the Despatch of 1854, a document which has been tortured
and tormented to suit the premeditated views of those woll-
wishers of Bengal who maintain that the time has come when
the State should withdeaw its aid from high class and English
Education. These gentlemen wmaintain on the authority of the
62nd and 86th paras of the Kducational Despatch for 1854 that
the English Colleges and Schools maintained by the State should
be closed.  But if they will turn their eyes to the 2nd, 4th, Tth,
38th, 97th and 100th paras of this Charter of Education, they
will find the reverse. “What we desire to see extended in
India is that which kas for its object the diffusion of the
improved arts, science, philosophy and literature of Europe.”
Owr ohject is to extend European knowledge througliout all
classes of the people.  “ We have shown that tlis object niust be
cllected by means of the English language in the higler henches



af mstruction.”  TIs the system of  cducation that has been
adopted in Bengal entirely provided hy the Govetnment! Do
we not contribute very largely if not equally with the Stateo wr
this system?  The receipts and disburscments of the cducation
department for the year 1868-69 as given in page 4k of the
Caleutta Gazette show that out of o total gross outlay of £2,95,150
£1,19,651 is from private sources. And only £1,75,499 is paid
by the State (Hear hear.) DBut apart from this circumstance the
argument based on the 62nd para of the Despatch curries its own
refutation, for that very para contains these words. ¢ But @t is
Jur from owr wish to check the spread of cducation i the slightesé
degree by the abandowment of @ single School to probable decay.”
Now let us turn to the 86th-para;, Can it be said that suflicient
provision is found to exist in many parts.of the country for the
education of the middle and higher classes, for the diffusion of
a knowledge of the scienee,  philosophy and literature of
Burope, so that Government institutions of the higher order may
be safely closed? Let me ask you in the name of truth whether
the fact is not entirely diflferent? whether even the higher order
of CGovernment Colleges teach any. thing which iy be called
a suflicient diffusion of the knowledge of Europcan arts and
Science? Do we know enough of Kuropcan Science—are we
taught cnough of European philosophy, when the most advanced
students of our Colleges cannot carry on a Geological Survey?
Yes, enough has really been taught to us—the time has really
come for a discontinuance of English education when there not
half a dozen natives who can properly translate the scientific
works of Europe and America ! Would it redound to tlic
credit of Great Dritain if India were thrown back half a cen-
tury ago, if superstition were to regain its dominion over her?
Would it veflect much credit on the English presy which might
justly claim in its ranks some of the ablest and philanthropic
men of ouwr time if they should lend their support to a policy
which was at onee fallaclons, iliberal, and retrograde in ils
chavacter, a policy  which was the oll-spring of antiquated  ideas

atd fraveght with so many unfortunate consequences? - T is true,
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that the State might feed the intellect of the masses, but I say,
gentlemen, that England would drink to the dregs the cup of
her shame if she were to accomplish it by starving the intellect
of those classes, who in every country and clime in all ages
and stages of human development have so materially and essen-
tially assisted in the improvement and elevation of the musses
( Cheers.) Gentlemen, I now come tothe most important and
interesting aspect of this controversy—its political aspect. In
para. 11 of the letter of the Director of Public Instruction
dated 30th November 1869, a letter from which I have quoted
s0 often and so much, a letter which does credit to his sincerity
at the same time that it does honor to the goodness of his heart,
after pointing out that “any sweeping measure as to increasing
the schooling fees,” such as i3 now suggested, will certainly not
result in financial suceess the conscientious Director observes,
“the bencfits of these institutions have conferred and are still
conferring upon the conntry, in the improvement of every branch,
of the public service, and in the advancement of general civi-
lization and enlightenment, are so striking and so overwhelm-
ing, that the possibility ‘of such an intention would never
have presented itself to my mind were, it not for certain recent
indications that therc are misgivings existing in high quarters
regarding the political results to be anticipated from a wide
diffusion of a high English cducation among the "people of
Bengal, and suspicion suggested by them that there may not
impossibly be a latent desire to put a drag upon its progress
by the application of a money pressure, for which plausible
grounds can now be adduced in the disordered state of the
public finances. This is not a suitable occasion to discuss a
question of such vast importance, but I must venture to express
my profound conviction that such fears regarding the results
of enlightenment and intellectual culture are absolutely chime-
rical, and rest on no more stable foundation than the similar
views which were still current in England a quater of a century
ago regarding the danger to be anticipated to society from the

spread of education among the masses of our own fellow-coun
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trymen.” What are these anticipated political results? What
are these misgivings which exist in high quarters? Is it that
the schools and colleges of Bengal supply roots which fo 4
sedition and rebellion? (Cheers). Is it therefore that the
trees which supply these roots must be starved in order to
famish their fruits? (Cheers). If so, our Inspectors and Di-
rectors are much indeed to blame: they should learn their
lessons again and begin their task anew, rather than draw high
salaries for teaching and preaching sedition to a class of men,
whose religion teaches them to be loyal, meek, passive and
submissive, whose theory is that the Flesh only suffers and not
the Soul, whose physical debility and constitutional weakness
is a sufficient guarantec of public tranquillity. Is it possible that
a nation that respects even the person of a cow for the sake of her
milk, should rebel against a Government that has fostered it
with all the fondness of a father for solong a time, and vevived
in it love of learning with such preserving efforts and conferred
on it inestimable blessings ?  (l.oud applause.) Is rebellion ever
known in the history of Bengal ? = I'can scarcely conceive that
this is one of the misgivings, which lurk in the minds of our
rulers—I would rather believe that the Director of Public
Instruction has been misled than that the Government enter-
tains such ungenerous distrust, for after all ignorance is not the
best sentinel to keep the peace ! (loud and tremendous applause.)
Carried.

Rajan SurTyaNuNp Griosan Bamapoor moved the second
Resolution which was as follows: “That this meeting, while
strongly advocating the diffusion of English Education, does no
the less desire the provision, by every rcasonable means of
Vernacular Education. But in the opinion'of this meeting the
only satisfactory basis of Vernacular Kducation is the cultiva-
tion of Western literature and science.” He said after all the
elaborate speeches he had heard, he had very little to add.
Tlie want of education in the Bengalees had always drawn the
serious consideration of the paternal Government, Vernacular
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education was no doubt a very desivable thing, but still it en-
tirely depended on a fall and complete knowledge of westeru

rature.  He thought that it was as mueh necessary Lo difTuse
Vernacular education as it was to supply the wants of English
Education for the middle and high classes. Yet, preference
should be given to the science and literatnre of the west, and it
would be very impolitic on the part of Government to withdraw
the onc in order to support the other,

Bapoo Kissory Cuaxp Mitrer  rose and said :  Baboo
Romanauth Tagore and gontlemen. I have been requested to
second the Resolution which has just heen moved by my friend
Rajah Suttya Nundo Ghosal, and T do- so with great pleasure.
The history of educationin this cowitry and the marvellous
changes wrought by it during the last two quarters of a century
afford in my humble judgment the strongest condemmation of
the educational policy propounded by the Government of India
and also the strongest support to the Resolution itsclf, For
some time after the establishment of the British Supremacy in
Tndia no thought could be bostowed on the education of the
people.  But when the cmpire was consolidated and peace was
proclaimed better ideas dawned on our rulers. Warren Hastings
was keenly alive to the importance’ of extension of Opiental
learning. Lord Moira recorded a minute in the Jjudicial adminis-
tration of Bengal in which he fully recognized the duty of the
state to promote the moral and mental advancement of the
people. Scveral English Schools were in the meanwhile estab-
lished in Caleutta and the moctropolitan districts, the fivst of
these being one set up at Chinsurah by Mr. Robert May a dissent-
ing missionary and which culminated in the College of Mahomed
Moslem. These schools spread a taste for English learning.
Availing themselves of this altered state of feeling David  IHare,
Sir Hide East, and the leading members of the native commuuity
in 1316 established the Hindu College. The Hindu College,
Sir, proved a brilliant success. Its alumni were the first band
2f reformers who made noble exertions to improve and clevate
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shetr conudry. They were eager to communicate the knowledge
they had acqnived at the College to their less fortunate country-
men and they establishied for this purpoese several schools in am
around Caleutta.  Of these schools I have given a detailed list
in a paper read by me at the Bengal Social Science Association.

In 1835 the battle hetween the Orientalists and the  Anglicists
was decided in favor of the latter, and a new system of education
was inaugurated. Tt was based on the dictum of Macaulay that
a shelf of a good European Libvary was worth the whole native
Library of India and Arabia. 1t was announced in a Reselution
of the Government which I shall vead to you:

“The Governor-General of India in Council has attentively
considered the two letters from the Secrctary to tl:c Committece
dated the 21st and 22nd January last, and the papers referred
to in them.

2ud.  Iis Lordship in’ Council is of opinion that the great
object of the Dritish Gevermment ought to be the promotion
of European literature and seience amongst the natives of India,
and that all the funds appropriated for the purpose of education
would be best employed on English cducation alone.

drd.  DBut it is not the intention of his Lordship in Council
to abolish any College or School of Native learning, while the
Native population shall appear {o be inclined to avail them-
selves of the advantage which it aflords, and Hix Lovdship in
Council directs that all the cxisting professors und students
of all Institutions under the Superintendence of the Committee,
shall continue to receive their stipends. But his Lordship in
Couneil decidedly objects to the practice which has hitherto
prevailed of supporting the students durving the period of their
education, ITe conceives that the only effect of such a system
can be to give artificial encouragement to branches of learning
which in the natural course of things would he superseded by
nmore uscful stuldies, and he direets that no stipend shall be given
to any student who may hereafter enter at any of these institu-
tions and that when any professor of Oriental learning shall
vacate his situation, the committee shall report w the Govern-

A
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ment the number and state off the cluss, in order that the
Government may be able to decide upon the expediency of
ppoiuting suceessor,

tth. Tt has come to the knowledge of the Governor General
in Conneil that a large sum has been expended by the committee
in the printing of Oriental Works. His Tovdship in Council
directs that no portion of the Funds shall hereafter be so
employed

5th,  His Lordship in Council directs that a1l ihe Funds
which these reforms will leave at the disposul of the committee,
be henceforth employed in imparting to the Native Dopulution
u  knowledge of English literature and science through the
medium of the English language, and Ilis Lordship in Council
requests  the Committee to submit to Government with all
expedition a plan for the accomplishment of this purpose.

(5d.) H. T. Prixsep,
Secy. to the Governinent.

The adoption of the English language as the sole medium of
instruction to the exclugion of the Oriental langnages wusas
grave an error as the present proposal of excluding English edu-
cation and adopling the vernaculars. Now while T yield to none
in my high appreciation of the  English langnage and the value
of the treasures contained in it, 1 maintain that the learning of
India and Arabia is not altogether so fulse and valueless as Lord
Macaulay would have us believe. Tudia was the cradle of
knowledge and has given birth to a hLost of philosophers,
physicians, and theologians who have developed new lines of
thought. Arabia followed in the footsteps of Athens, which
coutained to speak, the concentrated intellect of Turope. She
cultivated mathematics, physics, and medical science with great
vigor and success. That the philosophical labors of India and
Avrabia successsively resulted in mysticism, and idealism, scepticismn
and sensaalism, is not to be wondered at,because they were the sole
actors, in thut intellectwal arena where in all age and among all
cwvilized nations they ave in turn in the position of combatants
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and of the sovereigns. 1 can, therefore, well understand the en-
thustasm of the orvientalists for Sanscrit and Arvabic, but I lament
the great mistake which they committed in making those d- 1
languages the sole medin of instruction, a mistake which would
have done harm if it had not been exploded by the keen logic
-and incisive generalization of Lord Macaulay.  Iappily for the
cause of education the General Conumittee of Tublic Instruction
entrusted with the duty of carying ot the new system inter-
preted the Government Resolution liberally and hroadly in
respect to the vernacular languages. In their report onthe
operations of the educational institutions in their charge for the
year 1835 they make the following pertinent remarks :

“We are deeply sensible for the importance of encournging
the cultivation of the vernacular languages.  We do not conecive
that the order of the 7th of March preeludes us from doing this,
and we have constantly ‘actcd onm this instruction. In the
discussions which preceded  that order the claims of the Verna-
cular languages were broadly and prominently admitted by all
partics, and the question subuiitted for the decision of Govern-
ment, only conserved the relative advantage of teaching Iinglish
on the one side and the learned lastern languages on the other.
We, therefore, conceive that the phrases “Iuropean literature
and science,” * Isnglish education alone,” and ¢ imparting to tho
native population a knowledge of English literature and science
through the medium of the Sunskrit and Arvabic lunguages’’
are intended mercly to secure the preference to European learning
taught through the medium of the Sanskrit and Arabic
fanguages, as regards the instruction of those natives who
receive a learned education at our Seminaries. These iimpressions
have, as we understand them, no reference to the question
throngh what ulterior medinm such instruction as the mass of
the people is eapable of receiving, is to be conveyed. If English -
had been rejected and the fearned Lastern tongues adopted the
people must equally have received them through the vernacular
dialects. Tt was, thercfore, quite unnecessary for the Government,
to take any notice of the vervacular tongues und consequently
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we have thought that nothing could reasonably be inferved [from
its omission to take such notice.

¢ We conceive the formation of a vernacular Literature to be
ihe ultimate objcet to which all our efforts must be directed. At
present the extensive cultivation of some foreign language, which
is always very improving to the mind is rendered indispensable
by the almost total alsence of vernacular literature, and the
consequent impossibility of obtaining a tolerable edacation from
that source only. The study of English, to which many circum-
stances induce the natives to give the preference, and with it
the kuowledge of the learning of the West is therefore daily
spreading. This, as it appears to us, is the first stage in the
process by which India is to be enlightened. The natives must
Tearn before they ean teach. The best educated among them
must be placed in posscssion of some knowledge, before they
can transfer it into their own langnages. We trust that the
number of such translations will now multiply every year. As
the superiority of European learning becomes more generally
appreciated, the demand for them will no doubt inerease, and
we shall be able to encourage any good books which may be
brought out in the Native languages by adopting them
extensively in our Seminaries.

The proper policy for the furtheranee of education, the policy
that has in point of fact been always nd ought always to bo
acted upon is embodicd in the foregoing observations, Ttis the
only possible and practicable policy and its reversal at the present
moment will prove an rretrieveable misfortune. It implies high
English edueation for the higher and middle classes and primary
vernacular education for the lower orders.

In their report on the cducational operations for 1837 the
General Committee of DPublic Institutions observes as follows :
« A further experience and a more mature consideration of the im-
portant subject of education in this country, has led us to adhere
to the opinion formerly expressed by us, that our efforts, should
be at first concentrated to the Chief Towns or Sudder Stations
of distriets, and to the improvement of cducation among the



higher and middling classes™of the population, in the expectation
thiat through the ageney of these seholars an edueational reform
will descend to the General Vernacular Schools, and its benel,
be rapidly transferred among all those excluded in the first in-
stance by abjeet want from a participation’in its advantages.”
The expectation of the Committee has been amply fulfilled. I
know a host of educated natives who have communicated their
knowledge to their less fortunate countrymen in their own lan-
guage and in the manner and form most acceptable to them,
The ery that lias been raised against them, that having received
a charity edacation in the Colleges they have done nothing for
their country, is an unreasoning ery. Now the truth is cxactly
the other way. The education they have received is neither a
charity education as shown by Mr.  Atkinson and by the fact
that the Hindoo Schooland Hare Schiool are nearly self support-
ing nor is it true that they have failed iu their duty as educa-
tors, Ifar from having done nothing they have done a greab
deal in furtherance of the eause of ¢ducation. They have Dbeen
foremost in organising schools, literary Societics, and newspapers,
and in promoting and extending popular cducation in cvery
possible way. Their exertions in this dircetion have becn most
indefatigable and Jaudable, and instead of evoking the obleguy
of a clique deserved the lasting gratitude of the publie.

“ The same poliey of imparting European knowledge through
the medivm of English to the higher orders and through the
Vernaculars to the lower orders is confirmed and repeated in the
Despateh of the Court of Direetors.” We must emphatically
declare that the education which we desire to see extended in
India is that which has for its object the diffusion of the im-
proved arts, science, philosophy, and literature of Furope ; in
short of European knowledge:” “ In any gencral system of edu-
cation, the Knglish language should be taught where there isa
demand for it but such instruction should always be combined with
carcful attention to the study of the Vernacular languages of
Iudia together, as the media for the diffusion of European know-

ledge 5 and it Is eur desive te see them cultivated together in all
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schools, in India of sufficiently high class to maintain a scliool
master possessing the requisite qualifieations.”

What the Court of Divectors aimed at was the dissemination
of western literature and sciences to the people through the
media of both the English and vernacular languages, but they
never dreamt of separating those two media of instruction but
on the contrary contemplated their indissoluble wunion. It is
thie Government of India and not the home authorities that now
attempt to separate the English and vernacular education, to
compare the one with the other, and award the palm of supe-
riority, to ¢ vernacular education as better ecaleulated for the
development of the intellectual faculties.” I deny this position
as the English language is the key.which opens the door to an
cudless series of secrct and anuntold treasury of literature, where-
as the Bengalee language isstill very poor and rude and the
curriculum of the Patsalla may be mastered in three years. It is
because I look to the Bengallee language being enriched by the
luenbrations of the recipients of ‘a high English education that
I advocate the diffusion of vernacular education among the mas-
ses. At present not only the material advantages but the intellec-
tual advauntages are all on the side of English education. To
strangle Euglish education would be therefore to arvest proegress
among all classes and to pub back the clock of improvemeunt for
an indefinite period.

The resolution, while recognizing the supreme importance of
English Edueation, affirms the nccessity of the promotion of
Vernacular Bducations. But I hope and trust that the primary
education which Government proposes to impart should not be
exceedingly primary or primitive or infinitessimal in its quantity
and quality, but something worthy of the name of education.
At a recent meeting of the London Social Science Association,
John 8. Mill delivereld a lecture on National Education, in the
course of which he sail that education is something more than
to read, write and cast accounts. So thinks the leader of English
thought. But so dees not Mr. Howell think, That acute
precisweiter says, thal it is not intended that the preposed
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vernncular schools should elevate the students above their sphere
in life.  What in the name of goodness and cominon sense dc
education aim at but the elevation of itsrecipients ? I would
not care a cowrie for an education which would perpetuate ignor-
ance and superstition—an education which would fail to dissipaie
that intellectnal darkness in which the mind of the mass isen-
shronded.  What is imperatively wanted is an education which
will not be a shadow Lut a substance—an education which will
teach not merely words but things—an ecducation which will
be both objeetive and subjective, an education which will teach
not only the head but the heart—develop not ouly the intellec-
tual but she moral and the emotional part of our nature.
Edueation, meaning, as it does, the educing of all onr powers, is
required for all classes of men and of all.countries and climes and
creeds and for all time, I, therefore, emphatically repudiate the
distinction made Ly the Resolution between the clains of the
Ligher and those of the lower classes to education, It is as
untenable and unrveasonable as' the comparison made between
English and Vernacular Education in favor of the latter.  True,
English Education is fraught with material advantages, but are
they not of importance 10 a country 7. Are they not the motive
power to education here and elsewhere, in the East as well as in
the West 7 Learning for the sake oflearning is a transcendental-
ixm of which most men are innocent. * Her votaries are few and
to Le found among men of exceptional natures and lofty minds
hungering and thirsting for knowledge irrespective of any tem-
poral benefits to be derived from the pursnit of the same.
Besides, it is necessary that certain classes of men should be
placed above want to enable them to pursue knowledge and
disseminate it among their fellowmen, Why is it that India
and Egypt were the earlicst civilized ; because, thanks to the
fortilizing powers of the Ganges and the Nile, the means of
subsistence were abundant.

I would have it distinctly understood that those who have pro-
moted this meeting are not in any sense opposed to the primary
education of the masses. Some of them have been most zealous
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prowolers of edacation.  They lave been instramentad iu es
¢ blishing o considerable number  of schools and  Patsallals.
From them the educational institutions both for the higher and
lower classes have derived substantial aid. To their munifi-
cenee and intelligence must be assigned the credit of advancing
and stimulating popnlar edueation. I cannot, Sir, conceive how
an educated or a civilized man ecan be insane enough to resist
or be indifferent to the education of the masses ; for it means
every thing. It means, the improvement of the social and
political, the mental and the moral condition of the country.
It means the material as well as the spiritual well-being of the
people. Tt means the development of our resources and the over-
throw of that delasing and demoralising superstition, which has
dwarfed and paralysed the powers of the mind. It means the
Lhumanization and illumination of the myriad millions forming
the basis and body of the social- pyramids, In conclusion I
would repeat what I declared in 1844 at a public meeting of
the native community convened for the purpose of conveying
their gratitude to Lord Hardinge for the promulgation of his
Educational Resolution of 4th October of that year, giving
preference in appointment to public oflices to educated over un-
cducated natives.  Educate the people, and they will cease to
be fleeced by the mchajan, oppressed by the police and vietimiz-
ed by the amleh. Educate the people, and they will learn to
assert their rights aswell as respect their obligations. Educate
the people, and the country will soon wear a different agpect
and assumie her proper position in the scale of nations.” ( Loud
applause. )

Baboo Chunder Nath Dose, ar. a,, (Pleader, High Court) in
supporting this resolution spoke as follows —

Mgr. CiarenmaN AND GENTLEMEN,—I take it to be an axiom
that no nation in modern times can make much progress in
civilization and material prosperity without a_deep and extensive
study of the higher Lranches of knowledge. And I can not be-
lieve for a single wwowent that England, whose own material



(4

prosperity is the result of a long and earnest study of the natural
sciences, does not know that India must think and study in t' >
way she herself has doneand isdoing in order to become great
in the world. (Hear hear.) 1 cannot also believe that England
docs not know that notwithstanding what she has done, she
has not yet given anything like a sound and scientific education
to the natives of this country. Gentlemen, you all know that
the Englishman Newspaper lately compared Bengal to a box
of lucifer matches, that a high functionary of the State itself
—no less a man than Sir Richard Temple—recently declared
at a meeting over which he presided, that the education
of our countrymen was extremely poor and extremely wun-
satisfactory, (Hear hear.) Now, Gentlemen, what does all this
mean ?  Surely it implies- that our rulers know that they have
not yet given us anything like edueation. What thenis the
meaning of the proposed educational policy? Is there any
colour of reason in the proposal to withdraw all State assistance
from high English Education? = Whatever be the answer return-
ed to thiy question here, I am sure, Gentlemen, enlightened
Burope will return a strong neyative to it.  (Hear, lear.) Then
again, is it not known to our rulers that the few attempts at
social improvement which we have hitherto made have only
proved that the education whicly we have received is singularly
unsound, singularly uascientific, singularly wnpracticalt I
think, Gentlemen, I have a right to assume that all Lnglishmen
in India and the Government of India m particular, know all
this and something move. (Zlear, kear.) 1 have a right to assume
that our rulers know that the Natives, in order to be able to
civilize themselves, must be provided with far better education
than they have yet received. Why then this warfure against
High Education, this nnwillingness lo deprive us of the paltry
sumn of six or seven laes of rupees? T nm sure many will say
that I am wrong in using the word “warfare” in speaking of
the proposed withdrawal of the State-grant from high education,
beeause I have heard it said in certain quarters that as the
Resolution of the Government of Tndin 15 based on the supposi-

¥



don that the Ligher and niddle classes are now capable of

wating themselves, it would be a serious mistake to think that
the Government inteuds to discourage or put down English
Edueation altogether. But, Gentlemen, in spite of all that
people may say against this view of the question, I will repeat
most emphatically that the Government of India does con-
template  warfare against MHigh Tdueation, Does not the
Government of India know that the paltry snm of six or seven
laes, which it has determined not to give us, would be but as a
drop in the ocean, considering that the entire cost of educating
the masses of DBengal alone must amount to forty or forty-five
tacs of rapeest (Ilear, hear.) Doces not our Government know
that the great middle clusses of Bengal are crying out from one
end of the country to the othex, honestly, earnestly and piteously,
that they ave as yet ineapable of edueating themsclves? And
will the Government deny us five or six lacs in spite of all
cur entreaties and exhortations ?  Gentlemen, we all have a right
to ask our paternal Government why it grudges us only a fow lacs
for the education of our children and our children’s childven.
For myself, Gentlemen, I cannot conceive any reasonable answer
to these questions—the resolution of the Government of India
seems to me a riddle more intricate than any that human

ingenuity ever devised.  (Hfear, hear)s

But, Gentlemen, we must not, in our advocacy of high
vdueation, forget mass education altogether.  Yes, Gentlemen,
mass education is said to be desirable.  Perhaps 1t 1s so; but I
cannol believe for a moment that it will produce quite a social
and inteltectual millennimp as sowe seem to think, T will, how-
ever, in the name of common senso, ask you to consider whether
it would be possible wo work out the gigantic system of popular
cducation contemplated by the Government of India without a
highly-educated native agency. Look at the Patshallas system.
This system, Gentlemen, as you all know, was planned by the late
Siv Johin Peter Graut for the education of the lowest classes of
the community, and it is perhaps superfluous to add that it has



adtained to a considerable degree of development within the eight
or ten years that it has been in existence. But I will exhort every
Englishman residing in India to {cll me whether this Patshana
system, which is mecant for the lower orders of the prople, could
have attained so much exccllence—nay more—could at all have
been organised, unless there had been in the country a man like
Babu Bhoodeb Moockerjea, gified with vast intellectual powers,
unfailing energy and uncommon force of character, and possess-
ing, as he does, a truly philosophical acquaintance with the
manners, castoms and instibutions of the people.  If not, should
it not be manifest to you, Gentlemen, that it would
require thousands of Bhoodcbs with a hundred thousand well-
cducated Deputy Inspectors beneath them to educate und to
superintend the education of the countless population of Iudia,
a country of truly continental dimensions? (Heur, hear. ) Then
again, Gentlemen, is it not. cleac that the condition of the masses
would not be bettered a bit without techuical education 1—that the
people must have some knowledge of the practical arts in order
to be able to wmke their lot a little more happy and contented
than it iy at present? DBut lias the Government, I ask, given
us any scientitic education whatever I—has the (lovernment
yet enabled us to produce one single man who is fltted to in-
stract the masses in the industrial arts? Gentlemen, it is no
doubt humniliating to you to confess there is none amongst yon
who is fitted to do this., But you can rest assured that your
Lumiliation i3 nothing to the humiliation which England will
sutter in the eyes of the civilized world, when the enlightened
nations of the Wesb shall come to know that the Great British
Nution, while attempting to sympathise with the vast mass of
their subjects in Asia, had deliberately and determinedly aban-
doned the one indispensable method of doing them good.  (Vear,
hear)) Gentlemen, I have done.  But before rveswwing my send,
I will inform you, with very great pleasurc indeed, ithat my
brother graduates of the University of Taleutta fully sympathise
with the object for which this Meeting hax been convened.
(Loud vheers’)
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Mr. Broadley then vose and said +—

Mz. PrESIDENT AxD GENTLEMEN,—Through the courtesy of
y our President, I rejoice that one Englishman at least will have
an opportunity of placing on record his sympathy with the ob-
Jeet of this important Mecting.  On no common oceasion would
T have ventured to infrude my observations upon you, but I am
now led to do so by the paramount importance of the subject to
vour country and to mine. When I say, Gentlemen, to your
country and to mine, I do not mean to England and to Bengal—
T refer to Bengal alone. I do not admit that the accident of
birth settles definitely the final nationality of a man, I believe it
to be determined rather by the country in which he spends the
active years of his life and in which his influence is felt for weal
or for woe—for good or forbad, My lot has been cast in Bengal,
the working days of my ‘existence will be spent amongst the Ben-
galis, and for this reason, I say, your country is my country. I
believe most sincerely that the object of this Meeting is the good
of our mutual country. Let us ook back thirty years to the duys
of Lord Williaxn Bentinck, and compare Bengal of his time with
Bengal of to-day. What a wonderful change mects our view !
Look at the science of medicine or the science of engineering,
for instance, and the change—the change for the better—strikes
us at once.  If proof is wanted: that) High Education has done
much for Bengal. I find it in the possibility of such a meeting
as we sce assembled to-day. But becanse we have done much, it is
no reason we should not advance further, and I cannot, I dare not
believe, that the Government having helped to teach us to walk,
will abandon us before it hag taught us to run. Gentlemen, T will
not and I canuot believe this to be the intention, or even the
policy of Government. I have not spent all my days in England.
I have travelled over many of the countries of Europe and with-
out wishing to flatter you in the slightest degreo, I must say in
my humble estimation therc is no nation under the sun, which
has appreciated the English language so much as the natives of
this country, T have but one more word to say and that is,
with refcrence to a remark which fell from the lips of one of the



kpealkers, to the effect that Government was about to withdraw
the aid it had previously given to High Education, because three
or four native gentlemen had been successful in competing

the Civil Service of India—a service to which, I am proud to say,

I belong. Gentlemen, I am assured such a mean—I may almost
say despicablo-—idea has never entered for one moment into the
minds of the rulers of this country. I am certain, when these
gentlemen return from England, there will "not be one of them,
who will not tell hig brethren in this country, how keenly he is
sengible of the kind treatment he has received in the distant
West ; and though a few mightbe jealous of their success, yet
the best and ablest men of England—men like Dean Stanley,
were only too glad to hold out to those Bengali youths, first the
cordial hand of welcome, and sceondly the equally cordial hand
of heartfelt congratulation. = May their success be an incentive to
others to follow in their'footsteps | Gentlemen, I cannot conscien-
tiously take up more of your time, but before I resume my seat,
T must assure you that there is'mo person here, who sympathises
more deeply with the object of thiy meeting than myself.
Carried.

Baboo Joykissen Mookerjee said :-—

I beg to move the third Resolution, which is as follows :—3.
That while by the spread of a high and liberal education by
means of the English language the DBritish Government would
nost fully accomplish its mission in this country, it wonld at the
sune time derive from it most important economie advantages ;
inasmuch as it would thereby lessen the cost of | administration;
would greatly facilitate commerce ; would render its luws in-
telligible to all classes, and would establish a boud of sympathy
between the rulers and the ruled.”

The Resolutiou speaks for itself. No act of the British Go-
vernment in India has done more to yeconeile the people to a
foreign rule and to conduce to its own stability in this country
on o firm, rational, and cconomical busis than the suppert which

it has Litherto given to the diffusion of w bigh wed liberal cdu-
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cation among the people.  However Hnited that support may be,
anid however disproportionate to the immense revenues of the
country, it has succeeded in bringing about results which have
been of no small importance to the country.  To the Government
itsclf the ndvantages acoruing from the spread of education have
not heen insignificant, and in fact, the system which has becn
lLitherto pursucd has tended mainly 1o train up young men for
the differont departments of the public service. The country
has only just awakened to the necessity of o reform, which will
recognise the cultivation of the physical sciences not only as the
proper discipline to the highly inductive character of the ITindu
mind, but also as the means which will enable the people of
this country to develop those vast ‘agricultural and commercial
resources, for which the country has always stood pre-eminent.
If Government be therefore really carnest’ in its professions of
regenerating the eountry and qualifying its people for a higher
state of social and political existence, it shbuld allot a larger
share of its revenues to meet this incrcasing demand for high
education. The material benefits which the country has derived
from the British CGovernment and all that is noble and praise-
worthy in the progress of the people are duc to English education,
and it is not too much to ask our enlightened Government to
complete the work which it hag'so nobly begun. Even on the
low consideration of £. 5. and d. the cconomic advantages to the
Government from the spread of high education among the
people have been immense. They have rvepaid a thousand fold
the costs that have hbeen incurred for it. Tt is difficult to con-
ceive what would have been the financial position of the Govern-
ment and what the burden of taxation imposed on the people,
if the numerous appointiments which are now held by educated
natives in the various departments of the administration had to
be filled and recrnited by men brought out from England.  But
thanks to English Kdncation, the cost of administration lins been
Jimited to a no small degree by the employment of native ageney.
Whether in the Julicial, Exceutive, Madieal, Engincering or

Febeation serviee, o1 in the department of Public Acecounts, the
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natives have been every-where found to be fully equal to any
position in which they have been placed, and it is easy to imagine
the amount of saving which they cause to the Governmem,
which commands their services at less than one-third the cost
which would have been otherwise incurred. I might quote, as
an illustration, the case of the districts of Hooghly and Howrah,
in which the services of two Covenanted Judges cost the State
more than the services of the three Subordinate Judges and nine
Moonsiffs taken together. The disparity of cost with regard to
the executive service is equally apparent. English education has
not, however, simply saved the State an enormous portion of its
cost of administration. Tt has as well saved the country from
the horrors of taxation which, under a highly paid administrative
agency, would have assumed a form, which it is fearful even to
contemplate.

The means which English Edueation affords for an intclligent
appreciation of the policy and wisdom of legislative enactments
and executive meastres of the State have been no less beneficial
to the Government and the people. Nothing could be more
desirable for the peace and stability of an empire than such an
appreciation by the people, and the history of the British ad-
ministration in India has amply shown that circumstances which
have led to a constitutional representation of their grievances on
the part of the English educated people of Bengal have given rise
to indications of disloyalty and even to a disregard of lawful au-
thority and outbursts of violence in less favored parts of the
country. Vernacular schools were attached to every native re-
giment, but they did not save the army from the horrors of the
Sepoy Mutiny. Ignorance is the mother of evil, but primary
education such asis advocated by the Vernacularists, will not
dissipate that ignorance. Indeed, it has always been my opinion,
that if the Subadars and Havildars Majors and the Native
Officers of the Sepoy Regiments as a body had been educated in
English, and understood the character of British rule and of the
British nation, they would not have swerved an inch from their
oyalty. Lastly, English education iy gradually making the
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people of this country familiar with the character, Listory, and
institutions of Englishmen, and theveby creating a bond of syi-
pathy between the two nations, which will be productive of the
happiest results to both. The political advantages of Englisly
education cannot be therefore too highly valued, and it isa
matter of surprise that in the face of these obvious advantages
a proposal should be even for a moment cutertained for gradually
diminishing, if not altogether withdrawing, all State support
for English Education, and thus striking at its foundation the
most cruel blow which it is possible to conceive. That the
proposal should have been made with a view to provide funds for
giving elementary instruction to the masses, takes away nothing
from its character. In the absence of a sufficient appreciation
of the benefits of English -Education Ly a majority of the higher
and middle classes of the people in  the interior of the country,
it is easy to see that the time has not arrived when English
Education will be entirely supported by the people themselves,
and that the proposed measure, if carried out, will put a serious
check to the cause of education and to the further progress of
the country. The education, which on the other hand it is
proposed to give to the masses, will, in the absence of all demand
for it, meet with every possible obstacle inits way, and even
if successfully carried out will, from its extremely elementary
character, be of little avail either to the country or to the
people themseclves; Even without such education the masses
are being gradually improved through the medium, and by
the example of those who have received English Education,
and to whose influence, dircct and indirect, does the country
owe that gradual spread of a desire for education, and that
pereeptible diffusion of liberal ideas in matters of sociology,
politics, and religion, which are daily becoming more and more
apparent, The proposed measure would reverse this natural
course of things, Totunately, however, we have, at the head
of our local administration, a statesman who, under the most
critical eiveumstances, has not hesitated to advocate the cause
-of high education with an eulightened zeal and masterly ability,
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vnd bsineerely hope that the vumour ot ITis ITonors intention
to lay down evelong the buvden of oflice has no foundation in
truth. The state of my health will not permit me {o say moie,
but I am sure that the Centlemen who will sccond and sup-
port the Resolution will do it full justice. Allow me, however,
to say one word. Let it not be supposed from what I have
said this day that I am in the least opposed to the education
of the masses. It might be cgotistical to say so, but as I have
never spared money to assist in the diffusion of education,
among the masses, and in the promotion of their gencral wel
fare, I hope that that faet will protect me from any such
insinuation. All that I wish is that English and Vernacular
Education should go hand in hand, and that nothing should
be donc to starve the English institutions for the sake of
feeding vernacular schools. (¢ dpplause. )

Dr. Mahendralala Sivear spoke as follows :

Mgr. CualrMAN AND GENTLEMEN,—In rising to sccond the
Resolution just moved, T wust tell you, T do so with considerable
hesitation, and that, Siy, oun niore accounts than one. I am
afraid, my appearance this cvening islikely to be ascribed by
those who do not know me arfd who have not appreciated the
significance of this DMeeting,” I am afraid, Sir, my appearance
with you will be ascribed to motives other than those whicl
actuate me. I might be suspected of being in league with the
British Indian Association, with the Zemindars of Bengal, against
the masses of Bengal. Gentlemen, allow me to tell you, und Tam
proud to tell you, I am a veritable plebeian myself, sprung from
the masses, from the class of tillers of the soil, primeval Zemindars
if you like. I would not have come to this Mecting had I not be-
lieved that the abolition of English Education, which would in.
evitably follow if the schooling rates of Cfovernment Institutions
werc increased by the fiut of Governmeut, would doom the masses
to a state of perpetual misery and perpetual ignorance. I would
not have lent my influcnce to this Meeting, infinitessimal as I
know that influence to be, I would not have lent 1y influenee,

G
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Sir, if [ Lad not believed that by couvening this Meeting the
British Indian Association has done a noble act of duty, the
noplest it has done since its foundation—a duty not only towards
itself, but towards the Government and the masses, the so-called
lower orders,

I have hesitation on another ground. Itis due to myself to
tell you, Geutlemen, and that I am altogether unaccustomed to
gpeaking in public. And I must tell you alse, that I feecl
paralysed by the sight of this grand gathering no less thau by
the suffocating air, ay, and by the suffocating eloguence of the
speakers that have preceded me. I am therefore afraid that
my incompeteney, aggravated by a sort of physical and mental
paralysis under which I am laboring, might tend to mar the
effect of the brilliant ovatory that has just preceded, and the
no less brilliant oratory that, T have reason to expect from the
names of the eminent and practised speakers still in  the
programme, will follow. T shall therefore be short, leaving those
who come after me to be sweet and eloguent.

And gentlemen, I ean afford tb be short. - From what has
inllen from the lips of the venerable mover of the resolution
which T have the honor to scecond, I think it is searcely necessary
for me to say much in support of it. In faet, the resolution
which T have to second embudies a series of truisms which need
only to be expressed in order to be assented to, It is enough to
tell you that the necessity in an utilitavian point of view of
State support to ILigh Education is being seriously felt and
warmly discussed in England, in spite of what is known abroad
of her civilization, of the advances made by her savants in
various departments of the sciences. Matthew Arnold, in his
Report on the Secondary Education on the continent, relates an
amusing conversation with a scientific friend, a mechancian
and a mathematician, On remarking to him that “in onede.
partment at least, that of mechanics and engineering, we seemed,
in spite of the absence of special schools and the idea of science,
to get on wonderfully well,” he received the following reply :—
‘“ Qu the contrary we get on wonderfully ill. Our Engineers
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Lave no vead scientitic imstruction, and we Jet them lern their
business at our expensc by the rule of the thumb, but it isa
ruinous system of blunder and plunder. A man without aie
requisite scicentitic knowledge undertakes to build a difficult
bridge ; he builds threce which tumble down, and so learns to
build a fourth which stands ; but somebody pays for the three
fuilures.” In ninety-nine cases out of a hundred, Gentlemen,
that somebody is the State, and whence does the State derive
the inoney to pay for the blunders of its oflivials, but from the
life-blood of the masses in the ultimatum ¥ If such, Gentlemen,
be the state of engincering science in England, what is the
state of that scicnce, or of any science, likely to be here ?

India, Sir, is cmphatically o and of famines and epide-
nmics. And how ure thesc  calumitics, which have sadly
become so  frequent of late, to bhe averted, except by a
profound knowledge of natural Jaws, a thorough acquaintance
with the medical and the collateral  sciences? And how
can these sciences be  bLest | caltivated  except on the basis
of High Education by which, of course, 1 mean High
English lducation?  Ask the Professors of the Medical College,
and they will tell you how sorely they feel the want of a Iigh
English Education in their pupils.  Now, will Government
derive no ecounomical benefits, [ if ~famines and cpidemies are
averted? What is Government without the people? And how
ean any Government prosper without its subjects prospering
also?  These are truisms which require no demonstration.

But why need we multiply arguments to show that the British
tovernment itself will derive cconomical advantages from the
spread, of a sound and liberal English Education? Is it not
under moral obligations to educate the people of India? Tlas
not the British nation, in the fact of its possession of India,
a most solemn and sacred trust—the regencration of a vast
dependency, of the once gloriou:'j Hindu nation, the re-awakening
to life and liberty of upwurds of one hundred and eighty
millions of souls? Would not England’s true glory consist, not
in simply helding wnder subjection the people of India, but in
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elevating them in the scale of nations, in taking them by the
hand, and reconciling them to their long alienated brethren, her
own children ? Let us see, Sir, if Iingland is not under the highest
moral responsibility to do all this,. What would you ' think of
the physician who undertakes the treatment of a case of apop-
lexy—and it matters not whether he has been called to treat
the case, or comes acress it by pure accident, whether he
is paid for his services or not,——what would you think of this
gentleman, if, after attending upon the patient for a time and
succeeding in vestoring him to consciousness, he abandons him?
Would you justify him, would you exculpate him from the
heavy moral delinquency, if he were to tell you that he ha$
placed medicines within reach “ofi the patient, nay that he has
pliced medicines in his very bands? The patient has indeed
been restored to his consciousness, but he continues in a state
of paralysis. Ife sees the medicines that will do him good,
but he cannot stretch forth his arms to catch hold of them,
or, if indced they have been placed in his bhands, he cannot
lift thoso hands to his outh. Now, isnot the relationship
of England to India exactly parallel to that of our supposed
physician to his patient with infinitely licavier and more solcmn
responsibilitics? It iz ounly a few ycars back that England
appeared in India in the shape of a few merchants or traders,
God, in his Providence, converts these traders into governors and
kings, their balance-rod into a sceptre, a sceptre, Sir, which
now sways the destinics of one of the fairest regions on the
face of the globe.  And when England assumed the sovereignty
of India, what was the condition of the latter? Was she not
lying, as it were, in tho stupor of apoplexy, which has been
upon her for centurics without number, paralysed in all her
energies, and rotting in. her very vitals from wounds inflicted
upon her delicate frame by a succession of the most despotie
and tyranunizing conquerors? Tho Anglo-Saxon of those days
who represented Iinglund, out of the abumdance of the milk of
human kindness in thewm,
that milk has been diied wp from the heart of the Anglo Saxon

and am I to suppose and believe that



ot the present,—ithe Anglo-Saxon of those duys, England's faith-
ful and dutiful sons, out of this abundance of kindness, took
compassion upon India’s deplorable condition, the deplorabte
condition of a mnation, which, at a time when the rest of the
world was sunk in primmval barbarism, produced philosophers
unsurpassed by the philosophers of Greece,—orators, (I beg your
pardon, orators we had nonc), warriors, who could compare with
the warriors of Rome,—and a system of religion, Sir, the
noblest that the world has produced, inasmuch as it was the
most humanising, the most elevating, because the 1ost spiritu-
alising,—the Anglo-Saxon of those days, sent to our rescue by
God’s merciful providence, saw and took compassion upon our
deplorable condition, and, Sir, nobly set themsclves to work for
our improvement. Under the stimulus of cducation in Western
literature and science, and under the healing balsam of a benign
and fostering Government, improvement does take place, and
takes place most rapidly and almost unexpectedly. The apoplectic
stupor of ages is broken. The ‘people rccover their conscious-
ness.  They begin to perccive their own sad condition, which is
one of absolute paralysis of all their energies. And it is at this
moment, Gentlemen, that omr Government has determined wpon
withdrawing that aid which has, in the course of so short a time,
worked so mighty and beneficial a change in our condition. Dut
mighty and benetficial as that change is, it is far from being what
it ought to be, what with the continuance of that aid, it will ere
Iong be. That we continue still paralysed, Sir, the fuct of this
Mecting abundantly testifies, and it testifies to the lasting glory of
English Xdueation and the lasting shame of ourselves. 1f English
Education had produced all its effects upon the gentry and aristo-
cracy of the land, would not they have come forwavd with open
purses and liberal hands to endow colleges and schools, instead of
holding Prayer Mcetings like this ? Would they not have said
to our rulers, “ Well you ave lacking in your duty, but we have
been too well taught by yourselves, to lack in onrs 17

Is further evidence' wanted to shew that English Education
has not yet borne full fiuits ¥ I bescech you,see it in the
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progress which the Science Association Movement has made. T
bad the honor fo inangurate that movement upwards of six
nonths ago, and in tha course of these six months, 1 have been
able to get in my list only Rs. 13,500 as the amount of sub-
scription in aid of an institution which will cost at least a lac
of rupecs for being started, an institution which will redound as
much to our credit, as to the glory of our rulers 7 And, Sir, wlho
are they who have come forward in aid of this Movement? Arc
they the ignorant and the uneducated zemindars who have not
yeb learnt the use of their wealth 7 Are they not the cducated
zemindars and patrons of education ? But how few their num-
ber is, the Subscription List shows, and it shows thevefore most
conclusively that the time has ot yet arvived for Government to
withhold its aid from ligh Education, if indced at any stage of
education, Gavernment ought to withhold its aid fromit. There
are other speakers, gentlemen, to come after me, and I cannot
now trespass on your time by dilating on the limits of the func-
tions of Government in a |philosophical point of view, but I
believe that it will remain unquestioned to the end of time that
onc of the primary functions of all enlightcned Governments
is the organizution of education, of education in the highest
sense of the term. [ Loud and contivucd cheering.)

Baboo Jadu Nutha Ghosha rose and said :—

Mu. CuairMany ANy GentremiyN,—Though my name does
nob occur in the list of the speakers elect for this cvening,
vet 1 hope you will allow me the indulgence to say a few
words in support of the resolution just seconded by my
friend Dr.  Sircar. I shall be as bricf as possible so as not to
unneccessarily trespass upon your valuable time by vain  at-
tenipts at oratory. Centlemen, I disclaim all pretensions to clo-
quence and would have certainly remained silent in this Assem-
bly, were T not impelled by a strong scnse of duty to contribute
my wmite of protestation against wiat I cannot help belicving a
most scriously calamitous Jmcasure threatened by our rulers to
be carried out 1o the ruin of the most cheeiing prospects of pro-
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press, peace and prosperity of our futher-lund.  CGentlemen, the
preposed policy of the British Tndian Government in the Educa-
tion Department to encourage the so-called mass cducation at the
expense of the higher culture of the country scems to me as
short-sighted as it is singularly ungraceful. I cannot better
illustrate it than by applying to it one of our homely Dengali pro-
verbs, the wit and wisdom of which so recently engaged the atten-
tion of the foremost friend of the masses, the Rev. Mr. Long. This
policy is an instance of “ stz ¥tz G #ia" (Caru marcy juta dai)
“giving away shoes by killing cows.” Who can deny the merit of
the gift of shocs to the Brahmin ? And yet,whatever be the quali.
ty and quantity of that merit, few orthodox Ilindus will dare
acquire it at the risk of incmrring the enormous sin of destroying
the sacred animal in gratitude to whose milk it is so tenderly
treated. A few pairs of shoes into which the cow’s hide is capable
of being converted are no doubt necessary conveniences of civiliz-
ed life, but what sane man will thereforc sacrifice his milchcow
to subserve such a purpose ! When animals of this class die a
natural death—and there is no. dearth of such occurrences in
this death-stricken wovld—there is plenty of materials for the
shoe maker to use. Cow-poisoning, the not uncommon crime of
Bengali Mooclkies (shoe-makers) to promote the briskness of
their trade, cannot certainly be permitted to be perpetrated witl,
impunity even if the extreme alternative were for people to
walk barefooted. When the highest education of that portion of
onr population which is capable of profiting by it had been so
amply provided for by the voluntary endowments of private liber-
ality as to disengage the public grants, at this moment absolutely
necessary, barely to keep it body and soul together, it would be
time enough for diverting the State funds devoted to this end to
further the cause of mass education. T am extremely humiliated
to find that those statesmen, holding some of the best-paid offices
in the gift of her Britannic Majesty in India, who ave the loudest
in support of mass education, have not yet shewna single cxample
of their real earnestness by coming forwaid with their private
liberality to set free the State funds for purposes which they hold



tu be imperatively demanding Government support.  Why lave
not we an Indian Wykeham in Lord Lawrence, or why will not
grateful science still adore her Mayo’s holy” name within the
walls of an Indain Eton? When our Governors-General and Se-
cretaries of State—not to mention minor functionaries—set the
example of founding and endowing collegiate institutions in a
country, the lion's share of whose resources are absorbed in theiv
salaries and allowances, our Zemindars and Rajahs and merchant
princes, might be expeeted to follow these blatant bell-wethers in
the path of raising the standard of national edueation in India.
Till then the pseudo Friend of India’s howlings week alter week
in support of mass education at the expense of high education
should Le suffered, agits maudlin sensimentality well deserves, to
fall flat upon the -ear of all right-thinking men. The English
Government in India might not be inaptly likened to an agri-
culturist having immeasurable intellectual fields to cultivate.
Its wisest policy has hitherto been not to fritter away its
resources in attempting to grasp soils of inferior degrees of fertili-
ty almost verging upon barrenness as was singularly demonstrated
liy the almost complete failure of the one hundred and one Ben-
gali Patshallas established by orders of Lord Hardinge in 1844,
and as the senseless supporters of mass cducation to the neglect of
a higher one would fondly 'wish it to be again guilty of, but to
till those portions of its wide domains which promised the richest
harvest How rich the harvest has been even its bitterest enc-
nmies dare not deny. What is the plain path of duty forit at
present to pursue T Not suroly to abandon these blooming gar-
dens to be run over by brambles and jungles of ignorance and
superstition under the idea that they ave tulip gardens, which it is
immaterial to take further care of, indeed if not countinued folly
any longer to cherish, but really to value them as fittest nurserics
for supplying seeds and seedlings to advance the tillage of wider
regions heretofore lying fallow for lack of tillers and tools. Our
English Colleges and Schools are alone capable of furthering
popular education on a sound basis. It is they that will supply
the latter with eflicient and well-informed teachers and readable
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and hiealthy literabure.  Any schicnie that woull suifer English
education to droop and die hefore it Lad taken deeper root in the
soil than it yet seems to have done, before in fact the little nu.
sery, to which the existing high educational instibutions may be
properly compared when viewed in reference to the vast fields to
besown by their aid, bas bLeen transformed into an intellectual
Sunderban where exotic science and indigenous literature will
continue to flourish side by side in all their native luxuriance not
needing artificial aid, let no real Friend of India think of starving
out its goodly growth by drying up its sap-producing moisture
supplied in the shape of State support. Mass education, unless
fostered by men who have themselves been henefitted by high
English culture, will be only another instance of blunder and
plunder in the department —of education: move than the one no-
ticed by Dr. Sircar in the Department of Engineering., Unless so
carefully looked after as soundly educated natives and their
equally well-educated philanthropic European fellow subjects
alone can do, this scheme will be merely a means of proselytizing
in the hands of those Christian Missionaries with whom the end
sanctifies the means—such an abuse of public funds, the’ jealous-
1y watched over by the nation, whose highest interests it affeets is
not seldom perpetrated to their not small mortification and to the
eternal diseredit of that theovetically impartial British Govern-
ment in India, who are unwittingly made a party to the guilt of
using the unbelicver’s hardwronght money to the perversion of his
kith and kin, Is not this an illustration of our adage, “ ¢wig f4=
etr g oifa oi'm &sd ot (thore sil thore nora,
thoree vangee danter gora)—it is your own grinding stones do I
use to root your tecth out of your gums ¥’ If, however, there
would be no such thing to fear in the missionary management of
mass-education in future, I would only be agreeably surprized,
(some body prompted the speaker, deceived,) deceived if you like,
gentlemen, if I make iistakes in the correct use of English
words, I only furnish a fresh proof that the work of English Edu-
cation in Bengal is by 1o meausse complete as to be independent
of public support.
pos
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One woird more aud I shall cease to lake up your time. [t
appears o me somewhat inexplicable that at the present moment
when nearly the whole work of Governwent is earried on in Eng-
lish, when in the administration of justice in the highest Court
in the land English is the sole medium to the subversion of Per-
sian and Urdu or any other native language, and again when
there is so little likelihood of English soon making room
for Dengali in these dcpartmexits, as N orman-French did in
favor of English in the days of Edward I., why is the culture
of Euglish to Le discountenanced ! Gentlemen, let not our Govern-
ment be guilty of putting the cart before the horse, let it first
wnake the Governing classes capable of understanding the people’s
vernacular before that vernacular is allowed to supersede the
language of the ruling class in the work of education, which
vightly understood is but an apprenticeship to the duties of life.
And unless Government wmeans (which is far from its intention)
to shut out its native subjeets from the bencfits of foreign com-
merce both in regard to exchange of the produce of the soil and
of thoughts, as well as from the service of their mother-country
in those higher posts were a knowledge of English will yet be
deemed a sine qua non qualification, let it by no act of its own
discourage the cultivation of English and thereby make its mo-
tives liable to be misconstrued. The Hindus in the acme of
their power disallowed any but the twice-born the privilege of
studying Sanscrit literature, let not our present rulers be guilty
of a like selfish policy. Ifitis still necessary to teach ILatin,
the language of the Roman Conquerors of England, in schools
in England, ay in the Grammar schools were certainly the hum-
bler classes and not the elitc of England ace taught, let English
be yet awhile cultivated in our schools as extensivcly as there is
means for its teaching and desire for its acquisition. (4 pplause)

Carried.

Baboo Issur Chunder Ghosal said:
GENTLEMEN,—I have great pleasure in moving the 4th Re-
solution with which I have been entrusted. It is as follows:



“That in no civilized country are the great seminaries of learn-
ing supported solely by payments from the students ; and the prin-
ciple everywhere acknowledged that it is the duty and interest o
the State to encourage a liberal education, is applicable with stils
greater force in India, where the class of students is poor in
comparison to that of any. other country, and where the necessity
of keeping up a staff of European Professors greatly increases
the cost of education.

I will not inflict upon you a long harangue at this late hour
and even if T wished it, the state of my health would not permit
the exercise ; and the eloquence of the gentlemen who have
already addressed you is a further warning that I should not
trespass upon grounds which have already been trodden, T shall
therefore be as brief as posgible, and I doubt not that my short-
comings will be more than made up by my learned friends who
will follow me. It is sufficient to state that we are all agreed
as to the wvast importance of the subject, and the immense ad-
vantage and benefit which both the governors and the governed
dorive from a community of langunages. Indeed, gentlemen, I
estimate the value of this bond of mutual sympathy between
the rulers and ruled, so highly that it is difficult to express ade-
quately my feeling, and it would I think be the height of impolicy
—a dereliction of duty and something worse if either party were
to cagt away this priceless jewel that is now within our grasp.

My learned friend, who seconded the first Resolution has
shewn to you that both the nations of Europe and America con-
sider it the first duty of Government to impart a high and
libéral education to their subjects, he has also shewn to you the
difference in the cost of education between Germany and England
on the one hand and India on the other. If we look to the na-
tions of the East, the Egyptians, Arabs, Persians, and Turks,
we find that they have carried the idea of State Education further
than the nations of the West, for they not only find Professors
in their Emambaras and Mudrasas for the education of the people,
but also food, raiment, and lodging and sometimes even stipends
in case of poor and meritorious students. In Chins they go still
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Gucdier, For every patent of nobility 1o thak counrtry 14 a0 diplome
from one of their colleges, an cample worlhy to be followed by
Tutions who eall themselves better elvilized.  Again, if we look
in our own country, we find thal it was the glory of our ancient
kings to be always surroundesl by o galary of learned men of the
Bighest.  Indeed a Hindoo Prinee, intellect who did not en-
courage Jearning, was helld in such disrepute that uo priest
would accept lig gifts.  Even now amongst our learncd Pundits
it is o rule which noi one of thelr body dares break through
to educate (he studeuts who attend their cluss free of all ox
pense,  We are all aware, howover, that the code of social luws
amonest the Hindus is so closcly interwoven with their  religious
system that  knowledge, thongh so  grcatly encouraged, was
divided smongst, the diffarent, castes which composed the conumu-
nity.  One easte had theolegy and philosophy and astronomy for
their gpecial study, anotlov easte had entrusted to them the study
of medicine and physics, another was entrusted with the study
of the science of navigation awd commerce, and so on, but the
professors of each class of lewrning had always the support  of
the State for the prosccution of their studies and the diffusion
of such knowledge ns they had charge ofl

It hag Leen remarked by some that though amongst the ancient
Hindus education like merey was doubly blessed, hie that received
as well as he that bestowed it, by large endowments and grants of
Iond, that spirit has not yet shewn itself amongst the people of
the present day in the encouragements of Western learning. These
gentlemen, forget that a nation that has hecome dormant like the
present Ilindus through various causes cannot he resuscitated in a
day. Let Western civilization excrcise the same influence over
the nation whick religion did of old: and I doubt not the
stream  of benefictions will flow freely as when the Saus-
erit  was the language of the people. 1 must not omib
however to mention here that our Universities though only 15
years old have alrcady reeeived endowments of no mean charae-
ter. It must also be reeolleeted that we are nob only  building
anow civilization bt uprooting oue, whidh, though eflutc ot
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the present day, 1s national, day of glovy and is still surrounded
by the halo of many old associntions. This is no casy task in
avy country, and it is peculiarly diflicult in India where the
good.has degenerated into bad, and the prejudices owing to the
subject position of the mnation have become highly intensified.
1t has therefore become to them a shicld against all foreign
interferenee, and the only source of combination left to the
people. It hLas therefore become to them almost a privilege,
and they tenaciously hold tu it as such.

Though the old Hindu College, if it had existed, would have
now becn uncarly fifty years old, the Government system of
cducation on a comprehensive plan commenced only in 1855-
56 when the celebrated despateli-of'the Court of Directors came
into operation. In that year the number of Anglo-Vernacular
Schools was only 25 ‘and that of Vernacular schools 51 The
last published Education Report of DBengal for 1868-G9 shews
that within these fifeen years the former Las increased to 670
and the latter to 2962 and the unmber of students has alo
increascd in the same proportion.  If thisis not progress I do
not kunow what that is.  I'ie cost of cducation in Bengal and
the answer to the chavge of charity education have been so well
set forth by my learned friend Babu Rajendralala Mittva that I
will not take up your time Ly repeating what he has said.  If
Gevernment is determined nob to give an English education
in other words liberal education except at a cost which would
be heyond the means of the middle class, T for one would
propose that they withdraw from the field of English education
altogether. Let them ride their Vernacular lobby with the mass.
Theu the middle and higher classes would have an opportunity
of combining Luowing what to do for the cducation of their
children. And here let me ask you what has hitherto been the
policy of the Governwent on this important subject.  You all
remember the fate of the Hindu Mctropolitan College, founded
by my philanthvopic fricud Babu Rajendva Dutt. Would  that
College have meb with a premature death, it the Government

Jhad not stood out in formidable rvivalry ¥ Again, enly the
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other day my respected friend Pundit Ishwarchandra Vidyasagor
sought to raise his excellent Caleutta school, the Metropolitan
Tusutution, to the runks of a College, but the Syndicate of the
University refused to affiliate it. Similarly my public-spivited
friend Babu Joykrishna Mookerjee offered to convert the
Ootterpara School into a College and to endow it haundsomely
and applied to Government for such aid as was accorded to
Missionary Colleges, Lut our enlightened Government declined
to comply with his request. This is the way the Government
meets private efforts for promoting liberal education and yet
we ave taunted for not exercising seclf-reliance! (Cheers.)

The principle of an education tax or cess is inall civilized
countries connected with the. system of compulsory and gratui-
tous education. Is our’ Government prepared to go that lengths
remembering that the Rulers and ' the Ruled in this country
differ widely in race, veligion, and fecling, and particularly
that our Missionary friends are sure to have the lion’s share of
the work with a view to swell the flock of so-called Christian
converts, I-do mnot blame the Missionaries, for it is their
vocation. I mean to make as many prosylytes as they can, but
will it be wise on the part of the Government to adopt an
educational policy, which will render their motives liable to be
misunderstood and misinterpreted 3, - I may however here tell
their proper vocation is preaching and not politics. And is not
the fee contribution from the people for educating their children
a cess more equitable and more elastic and less ha rassing than
any direct tax would be ? Public spirit in paying for the benefit
of others is no doubt commendable, but surely no one likes to
give charity under compulsion and to see his hearth and home
sold in default.

Aguin, it needs be r1eraem bered that the cost of English edu-
cation in India is greatly enhanced by the employment of Euro-
pean Professors, but that is unavoidable. European knowledge
without European Professors to impart it would be like a body
without a soul. Our native teachers are no doubt efficient to «
certain degree, hut will they he able to impart that spidit to



( 63 )

their pupils, which a European is alone fitted to do by reason
of hig having acquired it with almost his mother’s milk. Eng-
lish teachers are certainly more expensive than those imporded
from other European countries, and if the worst should
come to the worst I would certainly recommend the employ-
ment of these cheap European teachers. Inconclusion, gentle-
men, I must thank the British Government for what they
have already done for diffusing European knowledge amongst
us and I would beseech them not to make English educa-
tion an exceptional advantage for the benefit of the rich only.
If they donot approve of the present system of English educa.
tion, let them give it up altogether, for in that case as I have
said before the rich and the middle class would be placed on an
equal footing. Gentlemen, I do yet hope that the Government
will prove more generous than they profess to be. I have known
the British notion long enough not to know that they value pub-
lic discussion and are never slow to proflt by it. I have there-
fore no doubt that our united voice lifted from one end of the
country to the other will have due influence upon our rulers.
The warm sympathy which Mr. = Broadley has manifested this
evening even my humble opinion is 'a suflicient indication that
the Bengal Civilians at least stand by us in the hour of our mis-
fortune, and their help I feel confident will carry us & long way.

(dpplause.)

Bapoo AMARENDRA NAUTH CHATTERIEE,— B. L. Pleader, High
Court, in seconding the 4th Resolution, said, he would not detain
the meeting long at that hour of the evening, it being 5 minutes
to 6 o’clock. Nor had he much to say, as the question had been
discussed thread-bare by the able speakers who have gone before
him. The subject however was so tempting that even at that
late hour he would claim their indulgence for a few minutes. It
has been said that the money question lies at the root of the
Resolution of the Government, but that question had always
been before the Home Government in England. 1t was before
the Court of Directors when that honorable body rejected the
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proposal of Lovd fTardinge’s Govarnment for the estiublisliment
of the Universities in India.  The Cowrt of Directors in their
reply to Lord Hardinge's Government expressly mentioned that
although they considered it was the duty of Government to
render the utmost aid to the intellectual advancement of the
people by a wide and extensive diffusion of a sound and liberal
English education, and that to the furtherance of that object, it
would be highly desirable to found the universities proposed
by the Indian Government, still the establishment of the umi-
versities would necessarily entail an amount of expenditure, the
State could mnot hear. Such was the reason which had led the
Government of the Hon'ble the TFast India Company to hold
back. DBut, happily, the Ilon'ble Court of Directors came to a
different conclusion in 1851, and 'its “despatch of that year to
the Government of Lowd Dalhousic, sanctioning the establish-
ment of the universities, and laying down for the guidance of
the Indian Government an elaborate and comprehensive scheme
for the education of the people, has, therefore, been appropriately
termed by an able Historian of Indian as the intellectual Char-
ter of the people of India (Loud Cheers.) Since that time,
the resources of the State have vastly improved ; commerce has
expanded ; peace and tranquillity reigned over the land. Was
this then the time for the Government to put forth the plea of
neccessity and disown its most sacred responsibility ¢ He, the
speaker, here dwelt upon the intellectual condition of the country
in Lord William Dentinck’s time, and reforred the Government
to Mr. Adam’s Report on the state of Education in Dengal in
1834. The importance of a sound and liberal English education
hag for the last quarter of a century been in great demand with
the people.  Time was, no doubt, when religious fears prevented
people from availing themselves of it, But its great importance
and absolute necessity, on at least political considerations, were
unquestioned. Ile would refer the Meeting to Rajah Ram
Mohun Roy’s letter to Lord Amherst, in which that far seeing
philosopher and philanthropist urged upon the Governor General
the cladms of the people to a wuseful English Education. e,
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tiie gpeaker, would not cave 1o discuss the comparative advan-
tages of an English and a Vernacular Education.  But one fact
was patent tous all-—Anglicists and Orvientalists would, at any
rate, ageeo in this, that mere Vernacnlar  Education would not
raise the people of this conntry on a level with their English
Rulers. (Loud cries of Hear Ifear) No Vernacular - Educa-
tion would render people qualified for the high offices in the
State. And it is a dnty of the British Government to throw
open offices of distinction to the people of this country, if they
are qualified for same.

It is said that the Government ought not to encourage
English edneation, because people seek for and pursue it in ovder.
that they may better their prospects in- life. e, the speaker,
Jdid not think it was at all necessarvy to consider this objection.
It was futile and puerile ; it carried its own refutation. Nobody
would doubt for a moment that Education is universally sought
for the sake of material advantages. Of Sanscrit knowledge
alone it conld he said that it was’ pursued for its own sake
A more disinterested class of students conld not he found than
the ancient Rishies of India. But such was not the spirit of
modern civilizations. And yet the love of knowledge for its
own sake was not altogether wanting among his countrymen.
He, the speaker, would poiut to his College friend Babn Anundo
Mohun Bose, Premchand Roychund Student of the Caleutta
University, who after receiving the highest education that an
Indian University could give him has forsaken all immediate
prospects here, and matrienlated in the University of Cambridge.
(Hear ! Henr!') He the speaker thonght there were three
points involved in the present controversy which should be
kept steadily in view. lst. The Rulers should understand the
Ruled ; 2nd the Ruled should understand the Rulers, and 3vd
Tudia being o vast continent, there should be a community of
sentiment and feeling among its diverse nationalities for the
advancement of the comamon weal,  And what could Le a move
powerful instrument for the accomplishment of these important
ubjects that the wide diffusion of English Education. Then it
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was urged thal although the natives cried for Tnglisli Edueation
they were not willing o pay for it. Now it was well known
that since the Education Despatch of 1854, Schools had heen
multiplied at an astonlshing rate in the Presidency and in the
interior, and who were chiefly instrumental in founding them 1!
Were it not the Eunglish educated natives and did they not
pay two-thirdy, and in many cases threc-fourths of the cost of
those schools? Thanks to Deputy Magistrates and Deputy
Collectors, Moonsifls and Subordinate Judges, Pleaders aud
Sub-Assistant Surgeons, and enlightened Zemindars and Talook-
dars, the cause of education was «atly gaining ground. Would
it be wise or politic for the State in this finune of the national
mind to withdraw its aid from English Education and thus stop
the good works., Permit. me, said the speaker, to conclude by
saying that in the name of every thing sacred and in the interest
of the whole nation T adjure Lord Mayo’s Government to watch
and wait, not to be precipitate, not to arvest the tide of progress
by a sudden fit of economny or a misplaced zeal for vernaculav
education ! (Lowd Applause. )

Baboo Bippro Dass Bannerjee said (—

MR, CoARMAN AND GENTLEMEN,—Since the Leginning of this
educational controversy, 1 have goneinto hundreds of villages
and talked with thousands of peasants. After the fullest enguiries
I have come to ihe conclusion that the extensive system of verna-
cular education contemplated by Government would be prema-

ture.

Much has been said by the preceding speakers regarding Ligh
English education. I shall content myself with telling you that,
out of Rs. 29,51,508 spent for education in Bengal, Rs. 10,29,002
is spent for direction, inspection, and professional institutions ;
Rs. 11,96,5610 are contributed by private individuals, the actual
net cost incurred by the State for English LEducation is Rs.
7,25,988 only ! Inthe face of these figures, the proposed policy
of the Government of India to say the least of it would be highly
impolitic, I appeal to wll Englishmen, whether it is expedient
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vu demand 19 laes from a people who already pay 12, and thu
all at once ¢

The Government of India in their rvesolution dated the Sth
September 1869 have said that English educution has spread so
rapidly and is so much appreciated by the people, that it may
be left to itself. T deny it; there arve at present 1,62,674
students in Bengal, of these 45,680 beclong to the vernacular
schools in Bengal under Babus Bhoodeh Mookerjea and Kashi
Kant Mookerjea. Assuming the number of boys of school-going
age in Bengal to be 4 millions, and 2 millions belong Lo the
high and middle classes, 1,16,99t boys receiving English educa-
tion form a very low ratio. There are yet persons belonging to
the high and middle classes; who fohject to send their boys to
English schools, because they consider that Kuglish Education
will make them irreligious ! There are mmyriads of stadents who
cannot learn English simply because they cannot undergo the
expenses of an Knglish education,

As for mass education I say what I have repeatedly asseried
as a journalist that the time is come to tcach the masses, DBut
education like any commercial commodity must be given on the
principle of the supply being limited to the demand. So say
our Vernacular Inspectors, who complain that the schools under
them contain a greater number of higher class students than
those of the lower cluss, for whom they are chiefly intended.
Why is this so? simply because the ryots cannot afford to lose
the labour of their boys. By all means give them education
but give them what they really want, I mean practical education.
The Government may establish schools and erect palatial build-
ings, but the teachers T am afraid will have to address empty
benches.  Unless you improve the matervial condition of the
ryots it is idle to expect them to go to schools which hold out
no inducement to them. Let this be doneand then extend
mass edacation, but not by sacrificing high  English cducation,
though according to the spivit of the great despateh of 1851,
you may gradually vetive from the direct manngement of the
schools.
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But after all what sort of education do the Government intend
to give to the masses? Is mere reading, writing, and casting
frgures education? TIs it fair to keep the ryotin the leading
strings for ever? Such T fear will be the result of the proposed
scheme of wass cducation.  Even now the ryots complain that
they have nothing to satisfy their legitimate ambition, (Here
he speakers read an extract from the Report of the Deputy
Inspector of Sonamulky circle.  Vide Education Report for 1868-
69, page 358-539.) You may close the English Schools, but do
vou belicve that the ryots will rest satisfied with the education
that will not cnable them to rise above the present dead level ¢
The expenses of English Education may deter them, but will
they not curse the hand that will give them a drep and a dvop
only which will serve to' increase their thirst? Will not this
he tantamount to an introduction of anew system of caste :
The rich educated, for they can afford any expense, the middle
olass compelled to remain in ignorance, and the mass never to
bLe allowed to go beyond the iron barrier to be set around them 2
The true policy is so keep these English schools as they are, that
the rich and the middle classes as well as the children of the
lower classes, if they have means, may finish their education
there.  The Government arve tantalizing the masses with pro-
inises which their own poliey 'will' not enable them to fulfil.

Napoleon « will give anything to sccure the adherence of men
fike Guizot and Thiers”!! Our Government are suppressing
ihe only class who are loyal on principle and from a love of their
country.  As u huinble but loyal subject of her Gracious Majesty
L deeply and sincercly lament the determination of the Govern-
meut of India on this important question,  (dpplause.)

Carried.

Basy Dicespry MoLLiek, in moving the 5th Resolution
said, {hay his task wos simple inasmuch as the preceding speakers
had exhausted the important points embraced in the Memorial.
Tl wags humbly of opinion that it was the duty of right-think-
ygand loyal subjects Lo represent frecly and uureservedly their
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gricvances to their Sovercign rather than brood over them ir
sullen discontent. “ Let us therefore,” he continued go up suh-
missively and vespectfully to the Secrctary of Statc and pray
that the impending calawity be adverted. I call at a calamity,
for it can be nothing else, if those who are destined by their
education and position to lead the nation in the path of intellee-
tual and social progress were shut out from the schools and
colleges by prohibitory schooling fees. I hope in saying this I
I may not be misunderstood, I am not opposed to mass cduca-
tion. I will hail the day when the millions of this country will
not only acquire rudimentary knowledge, but will be placed in
a position by means of practical instruction to bring modern
improvements to bear upon unagricultural and other industrial
occupations in which they auay be engaged. It is our good for-
tune to live under the beneficont sway of a Severeign who sor-
rows in our sorrow, and rejoicesin our rcjoicing, who looks with
an cqual eye upon all classes of Her subject without distinetion of
creed and color. I cannot for a moment believe that Her Graci-
ous Majesty the Queen and the great Dritish Nation, in whose
hands are committed our: destinics will do anght to arrest the
progress of English education in this country, to which may
rightly be traced the manifold = blessings for which we feel so
grateful to the British Government. Our prayer [ submitis
reasonable und just, we do not wish that the slightest cheek should
be given to popular education.  We only usk that the State may
not withdraw or diminish its aid, limited as it is, from English
cducation. If our rulers have any faith in their heneficent
migsion in this country they will T believe allow that that mission
can only be fulfilled by qualifying the natives to participate in
the blessings of that civilization, which has enabled them to
take the foremost place in the seale of uations, and what cun he
more potent agency towards that cud than the wide diffusion ot
European knowledge ¥ The speaker concluded by moving the
following Resolution :

That the following Memorial embodying the views and senti-
ments aflirmed in the foregeing Reselutions be forwarded to Hig
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Grace the Secretary of State for India through the usual channel.

To
HIS GRACE THE SECRETARY OF STATE
FOR INDIA.

The humble Memorial of the
undersigned mnative inhabi-
tants of Lower Bengal.

RisreCTrviny SHEWETH,

1. That your Memorialists have been filled with great
alarm by the Resolution of the' Government of India iu the
Finaneial Department, No. 2296, dated Fort William the 31st
March 1870, announcing the veversal of the educational policy,
inaugurated by the Government of that enlightened statcsman
Lord William Bentinck, and fostered by successive Governors-
General, which if carried out in its integrity will prove seriously
detrimental to the cause of the material, mental, and morul
progress of the people of ' this country.

2. Your Memorialists do not desire to revive the old contro-
versy as to whether the English or the oriental languages should
constitute the media of instruction for the natives of India.
The important results which have already followed the policy of
Lord William DBentinck’s Government fully attest its wisdom,
Notling, however, can be plainer or more obligutory ou the
Government of India than the instructions on this subject con-
tained in the celebrated Despatch of the Honorable the Court
of Directors of 1834, justly vegarded as the Charter of Eduea-
tion for British India.

3. The cardinal principles of the educational policy of Go-
vernment were thus laid down in that memorable Despatch :

“Tt isone of our most sacred duties, to be the means, as far as
in us lies, of conferring upon the natives of India those vast moral
and material blessings which flow from the general diffwsion
of usefu] knowledge.”



This knowledge will teach the natives of India the mavvellous
results of the employment of labor and capital, rouse them to
emulate ng in the development of the vast resources of thewr
country, guide them in their efforts, and gradually, Lut certainly,
confer upon them all the advantages which accompany the
licalthy increase of wealth and commerce.,” ¢ We must emphati
caily declare that the education which we desire to sce extended
in India is that which has for its object the diffusion of the im-
proved Arts, Sciénce, Philosophy and Literature of Europe ; in
short of Buropean knowledge.” ¢ In any general system of edu-
¢ation, the English language should be tanght wheve theve is a
Jemand for it ; but such instruction should always he combined
with a careful attention to-the study of the Vernaculur, and with
such general instruction ag ean be conveyed through that
language.”... “ We look ‘therefore to the English language and
to the Vernacular languages of India together, as the media for
the diffusion of European knowledge, and it is our desire to see
them cultivated together in all schools in India of sufliciently
high class to maintain a school  master possessing the requisite
gualifications.”......« Schools whose objeet should be to provide
niore opportunities than now exist for the acquisition of such an
improved education as will make those who possess it more
useful members of Society in every condition of life shall exist in
every district in India.”

“ Ve include in the class of institutions those which like
the Zillah Schools in Bengal,......use the English language as
the chief medium of instruction ; as well as others of an inferior
order such as the Government Vernacular Schools in
the Bombay Presidency, whose object is, to convey the highest
class of instruction which can now be taught through the me-
dium of the Vernacular languages.”

“ We include these Anglo-Vernacular and Vernacular schools
inthe same class, because we are unwilling to maintain the
broad line of separation which ab present exists between schools
in which the media for imparting ingtruction differ.



This system was thus summed up:—

Such a systein as this, placed in all its degrees under efficient
tuspeetion beginning with the humblest elementary instruction
and ending with the University test of a liberal education, the
bost sbudents in cacli elass of schools, being encouraged by the
aid afforded them towards obtaining a superior education, by
means of such a system of scholarships as we shall have to
describe, would, we firmly belicve, impart life and energy to
edueation in India, and lead to a gradual but steady extension
ol its benefits to all classes of the people.

4. But in the face of these emphatic injunctions, the Govern-
ment of India, in its vecent Resolution, has proclaimed its
intention to withhold its-aid from # all English edueation,” de-
claring that ¢ the motives whielr induce the people to seck it are
prima facie sufficient for - its rapid development without any con-
tribution from the Imperial finances,” that ¢ the desire for Vers
nacular Education, or, as might distinctively be said, for educa-
tion in order to develop the intellectual faculties, apart from the
immediate purpose of securing ‘material advantages, is so low as
hardly to exist, and, therefore, ought to receive much artificial
stimulus and encouragement,” and accordingly diects the local
CGovernments “ reduce to the utmost the charge upon the State -
for English Education with a view to render it as self-supporting
as possible.”

5. The withdrawal of State aid from English Education, your
Memorialists respectfully submit, would be a grave misfortune to
the people of this country. Apart from the intellectual, social,
and moral advantages, which flow from it, it has a divect economic
value to the Government, which can hardly be exaggerated.
The English Schools and Colleges constitute the fields of exercise
for the training of the children of the soil for the discharge of
administrative functions : indeed, were it not for the facility
thus afforded to recruit the different bLrauches of the public
service, it would have been scaveely possible for the British Go-
veriment in Indin with the means at its disposal to have cartied
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on the administration of the couutry with that success which
it has now achieved.

6. The present political condition of the country renders it
necessary that the whole of its legislation and the bulk of its
fiscal, Judicial and police administration should be conducted
through the medium of the English language, and it is of the
utmost consequence therefore that for a proper understanding of
their object, effect, and bearing, a fair knowledge of that lan-
guage should be possessed, not only by the higher classes, but by
all who come under their operation and influence. To secure a
just appreciation of the motives of the Government Ly the
people at large, aud to create a bond of sympathy between the
rulers and the ruled, who are otherwise unhappily divided by
color, creed and feeling, such a knowledye is imperatively requir-
ed, and caunot be neglected witliout the risk of serious evil.

7. English Education for the people of this country is thus a
State necessity, and it is therefore the duty and interest of the
British Indian Government to apply a portion of the public
revenues to its advancement, for it not only therchby promotes
the cause of good government and is thus enabled to fulfll one of
the noblest ends of its existence in a foreign country, but
directly lessens the cost of adwministration and lightens the
burden of taxation on the people at large.

8. In another sense State expenditure on English Education is
also reproductive. Fducated natives ave so many wissionaries of
knowledge, aud the light they receive they are naturally desirous
to commuunicate freely to their less fortunate countrymen.
Thus in 1855-56 the year when the Kducation Despateh of the
Court of Directors came into operation, the number of Anglo-
Vernacular Schools was 23, and that of Vernacular schools
51, while in 1868-69, the last year of actual returns, the former
bad increased to (70, and the latter to 2,962, mostly through



the exertions of native gentlemen educated in English and under
the fostering infiuence of the Grant-in-aid systenn,

9. The object of the Government of India in reducing or
withdrawing State contribution in aid of English FEducation is
stated to be to divert it to Vernacnlar Education, but from the
facts stated above, it is clear that English Education helps on
the cause of Vernacular Education. For every rupee paid by
the State in the aid of the Vernacular schools, an additional
rupee is paid in the shape of fees and subscriptions raised through
ihe instrumentality of educated natives, and were this ageuncy
to be repressed, the Government would have to bear the whole
aud not the half of the cost of Vernacular Education as now,
while there would be no scope left for that  spirit of reliance
upon local exertions and cowrbination for local purposes, which
is of itself,” wrote the authors of the Education Despatch referred
to above, “of no mean importance to the well-being of a
nation,”

10. Tt has been said that high education is sought only by
those classes who are well able to pay for it, but this, your
Memorialists submit, is a mistake, The social and political condi-
tions of the country do unot offer any incentive to the richer
classes (whose number is extremely limited) to pursue a liberal
course of study, and those who sent their children to school are
generally poor andill-able to defray the entire cost of their
education. It is to Le observed also, that the Government does
not propose to withdraw its aid from high education only, but
from all English Iiducation, whether rudimentary or liberal,
aud that it will thereby affect the bulk of our English schools,
many of which are primary institutions designed for instruction
in the elements of reading, writing and cypliering, and which all
include the Vernacular asa part of their curriculum. Thus it
will be seen that the opposition of Government is to the spread
of Knglish amongst all classes and not to high education through



{7 )

the medium of the English language for the higher classes exclu-
sively,

11.  The Resolution of the Government of India is caleulated
to convey an erroneous impression as to the share of State cou-
tribution in aid of English Education. It is often alleged that
the British Indian Government gives a “ charity” education to its
subjects, but how far this charge is grounded on fact will appear
from the following Statement : —

Eapenditure oiv English Education in 1868-69,

IMPERTAT FrEs AND

INSTITUTIONS. Py e M b 0w ENTS. ToTtAL,
R, Rs. Rs.
Colleges General ... 1,091,456 95,499 2,86,955

Government Schools... 229,730 2,22,016 4,351,716

Aided Schools . 200,33 £ 3,79,404 5,79,738

Total ... 6,21,520 6,96,919 13,18,439

12. It will be thas seen that in Government Colleges an
amount equal to half the State contribution is raised by fees, sub-
scriptions and endowments, in the Zilluh Schools a sum equal to
the Government grant, and in the Aided schools nearly two thirds
come from the same sources, a state ot things quite in accord with
the general spirit of the Education Despatch of 1854, and with
the Grant-in-aid Rules sanctioned by the Government of India,
It is observable that the two Government Schools in Caleutta
kept up for the Mindus of the city, far from being a burden on
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the Btate, yield a swrplus income, and that of the institutions for
professional education the Law Schools shewed in 1868-69, a sur-
pis of Rs. 7,019, Your Mewmorialists may add that in Calcutta
where the demand for Inglizl Education is exceptionally great,
and the people arefor the wost partina position tobear the
whole cost of maintaining English Schools, the Government does
not now give any Grant-in-aid to a school in which English is
taught,

13. . The Government of India scems to deprecate Lnglish
Education cn the ground that itis pursued for the sake of ¢ ma.
terial advantages.” It, cannot hewever, Le denied that medern
civilization is closely i nterwoven with the material prosperity of
a nation, and that in every -civilized country, education is valued
not only for the intellectual and moral advantages it affords, but
also for its immediate bearing oun the practical purposes of life
The distinetion, sought to be drawn between the English and the.
Vernacular langnage as o medium  of instruction, seems to imply
that the former, with its ¥ich treasures of literature and science
is not culenlated so well as the latter to develope the intellectual
taculties. This distinction, your Memovialists eannot help olscrv-
ing, is an arbitrary assumption opposed to the una nimeus opinion
of all the greatest men in India, Buropean and Native, It is
certain that so far as intellectual discipline is concerned, the Ver-
nacular language of Bengal, being newly formed, though it is
vapidly advancing  through the literary activity of English edu-
cated natives, cannot hoast of those resonrces, whether in litera-
tnre or science, which ean supply a complete course tor liberal edu-
cudion or can gratify the thirst for knowledge of an intellactual
heing, Henee it is that Vernacular Edueation, however valued
as a medivm of rudimentary instruction for those whose circum-
stances and occupations de not admit of English education, cannot
convey to the desired extent the Kuropeun knowledge aimed at in
the Education Despateh of 1854, or satisfy the demands of mo-
dern civilization, or the political aspirations of the people. But
Al Vernucular Education fiud no practical value, if it were a bir-
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ren intellectual exercise, how few even of those who now receive
it or who ave in the view of the Government of India would ever
seek it.  And here the economic value of English Edueation s
also evident. The vernacular books which are being so rapidly
multiplied are produced without requiring any direct stimulus
from the State, under the beneficent influence of that English
Education, (which the Government of Tndia would fain repress,)
whereas in the other provinces where English  Iducation has not
made equal progress, even handsome pecuniary rewards have fail-
ed to produce a literature comparatively so rich and varied.

14, Every civilized country, your Memorialists submit, con-
siders it obligatory on the State to appropriate a portion of the
public revenues to the promotion of liberal educaticn, and as that
edncation can only be attained. through the medivin of the Eng-
lish language in the present state of this country, it cannot, they
humbly conceive, be consistent with our policy to withdraw the
insignificant swm now given inaid of Fnglish Education in Ben-
gul, which iy scarcely an appreciuble fraction of the enormous
revenues which Bengal constibutes to the imperial treasury. And
they would further point out; that the voluntary contributions of
those, who avail themselves of the English Schools and Colleges,
are much greater than the amounts raised in the other provinces
by compulsory local cesses’; while the fee payments in Bengal ave
already high compared with corresponding rates even in Europe-
Thus by a recent statue of the University of Oxford its doors are
open to all for the almost nominal fee of £ 3. 10 per annum and
while the fee rate in the DPresidency College in Calcutta is
at present £ 14. 8. per annum and in the DMofussil Colleges
£6. per annum, exclusive of fees for the professional branches
such as luw and Civil Engineering,

15. The Principle, veguliting the allotment of the public
revenues to the several provinees for the purpose of education,
is, in the humble opinion of ‘your memorialists, highly unsatis-

factory. In the first place, out of au income of nearly fifty



millious, only £L650,530 is allotted to education ; and that amouut

iz thus divided among the several provinces ;—

For 1870-T1.
Madras ..oovvvieniinienninnnn, £8,010,915_ £90,052
Bombay oo oovviviiiiininnnnn, £9,616,233 £1,18,271
Bengal ..ooovciiiiiiiiinn. £15,379,708 £2,34,384
North West Provinces...... | £6,351,728 £1,03,528
Puanjab ..o i £3,873,749 £64,909
Ondh e £1,590,483 £26,056
Central Province............ £1,088,815 £27,864
British Burmah ............ £1,161,478 £10,998

16. 1t will be seen that/the older Provinces receive far less
than the new Provinces, though the former yield a much larger
revenune. Bengal, your Memorialists submit, has a peculiar
claim to consideration. It yields the largest revenue in the
empire, and what is worthy of particular remark is that of the
all pervading tax in this country, the duty upon salts, from
which no man, woman, or child who uses that necessary of life
can eseape, the people of Bengal contribute a much larger
proportion than the  inhabitants of any other provinces
The maximum salt-duty in  the other provinces does not ex-
ceed Rs. 3 per maund, whereas in Bengal it is Rs. 3-8 per maund,
and if the Imperial Governmeut would, as an act of bare
justice, give to Beugal the proveeds of this excoss, there would

be not only no lack of means for the cducation of the masses,
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but there would be a fund available for that purpose which
no local cess can cover,

17. Your Memorialists are aware that the Hon'ble the
Court of Directors in the Education Despatch adverted to above,
which is regarded as the Charter of education for India, looked
forward to the time when any general system of education
entirely provided by Government may be discontinued, with the
gradual advance of the system of Grants-in-aid, and when many
of existing Government Institutions, especially those of the higher
order, may be safely closed, or transferred to the management
of local bodies under the control of, and aided by, the State.”
But no educational institutions, not even those of the higher
order, are now supported ‘entirely by Government,” on the
centrary, half the expenses-of ' the Colleges and Zillah Schools,
commonly called Government Schools, are now met by fees and
endowments, and two-thirds of the charges of aided schools are
borne by local funds. On the other hand, remembering that the
students in this country are mueh poorer than the corresponding
class in England or in any Ewropecan country, with whicha
comparison can be drawn, the State contributions in aid of those
Colleges and Schools cannot, your Memorialists submit, be
withdrawn or diminished without dooming them to inevitable
decay if not absolute ruin, a contingency which was most
strongly deprecated by the Hon'ble Court in communicating its
orders to the Government of India.

18. Your Memorialists are alive to the importance of popular
education, and the stress justly laid upon it in the Education
Despatch of 1854 and in the Despatches of Her Majesty’s
successive Secretaries of State for India, which relate to this
subject, but your Memorialists do not remember to have ‘noticed
a single expression in those State-papers, which implies that
the aid given to English Education, should be transferred to
Vernacular Education.  On the contrary it has been repeatedly
declared that both should go hand in hand. While as regards
increased cost to the State, the Hon'ble the Court of Directors,
who inaugurated the present system, were fully sensible of this
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inevitable result, for they conclude their great Despatch with
these memorable words:— Although we are fully aware that
the measures we have now adopted will involve in the end a
much larger expenditure upon education from the revenues of
India, or in other words, from the taxation of the people of
India, than is at present so applied, we are convinced, with Sir
Thomas Munro, in words used many years since, that any
expenses which may beincurred for this object, ¢ will be amply re-
paid by the improvement of the country ; for the general diffusion
of knowledge is inseparable followed by more orderly habits, by
increasing industry, by a taste for the comforts of life, by exertion
to acquire them, and by the growing prosperity of the people.’”

19. The recent Resolution “of the Government of India
involves the transgression of the Educational Charter of India on
three cardinal points, Ist—it divorces' English from Vernacular
Education, 2nd-—by causing this divorce it undermines the
sound basis of Indian Education, wiz, European knowledge,
inagmuch as the Bengali linguage, | though far more improved
than most of the Vernaculars of India, is not sufficiently
advanced for the communication of knowledge “in the improved
arts, science, philosophy and literature of Kurope,” and 3rd—
by discountenancing aid to ““all English Education” it destroys
the prospect, of the aided Anglo-Vernacular Schools, which feed
the Colleges, and where the bulk of the middle classes receive
their education. ’

20. The practical result of the new policy announced by the
Government of India would, your Memorialists believe, be the
surrender of English Education of a higher order to the Christian
Missionaries, whose avowed object it is to proselytize the people
of this country and subvert their national religion. It may
easily be surmised that such an issue will fill Her Majesty's
Native Indian subjects with the deepest discontent, for what
could be move unsatisfuctory to a nation than to see its own
hard-earned resources placed in the hands of a body of propagan-
dists, whose chief aim it is, as observed above, to overthrow
its religions and social fubrie,
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21. TFinally, your Moemorialists venture to submit, the unani-
ity of opinion which prevails among the people of Bengal as
to the kind of education calculated to benefit them, the intelli
gent appreciation which they have shewn of the important
principle of local exertion for the diffusion ot education, affirmed
in the Despatch of the Court of Directors, and the large number
of schools they have established under the grant-in-aid rules
suggest that some voice should be given to them both in the
regulation of the system of education and in the administration
of the education grant.

22, Your Memorialists humbly hope they have stated
enough to show that the time has not arrived for the State to
sever its connection with English Education in India, and that
the Vernacular languages, whether of Bengal or of the other
Provinces, have not attained the development nceessary for the
communication and diffusion of European knowledge, and they
accordingly pray.—

That your Grace will he pleased
to take the above facts and
circumstances into considera-
tion and not to sanction any
neasure, calculated to impair
the present efficiency of Anglo-
Vernacular  Edueation, and
thereby to check the progress-
ing civilization of the people
of India.

BaBoo SrEE Coravr Paut Ciowbny scconded the motion.

Bapoo Buovrup CHUNDER BanersEs, B. L. moved the fol-
lowing amendment :

«“That the Memorial just read be adopted, suhject: to such
alterations in its form and the praycr contained therein, which
the Conumittee of the British Indian Association raay think
fit to make, provided it should hereafter appear as ramoured
that the Sceretary of State has alveady signified his approval

K



of the Resolation of the Government of India, dated the 31ut
March last on the subject under notice.”

Basoo Hemchunder Banerjea B. L. seconded the motion,
which was carried.

Baboo Biprodoss Banerjea said : The last Resolution is not
sufficient, If it should be true that the Duke of Argyll has
already signified hisapproval of the Anti-English-Edueation policy
of the Qovernment of India, it would be labour lost to apply
to him on the subject, I would therefore suggest that the
Memorial just read be sent at once to the House of Commeons,
and that an Agent be deputed to England to ventilate our
grievances there. I also propose that Sir Charles Trevelyan
be requested to hold the brief for ns, Iam sure he will co-
operate with us, for he was one of those illustrious men whe
had induced the good Lord Bentinek to adept the Educational
policy, which bas bencfitted the  country so much. ( Baboo
Kristodoss Paul here remarked ' that Parliament would be
prorogued before the Memorial could reach England) So
much the better for us. Money shall be forthcoming to de-
fray the expenses of the Agent. He will have time to prepare
the English mind to give us a fair hearing. A Memorial to
the Great Mogulin the Victeria ITotel will avail little. We
should go to the Seat of Power, and lay our case with all the
details before the people of England, who will not T feel persuaded
refuge to do us justice. I would however leave the question
to the discretion of the Committee of the British Indian Asso-
ciation, and would accordingly move that they be authorized to
address the Memorial to Parliament if they should think fit.

Baboo Kalimohun Doss seconded the motion which was
carried. ‘

Thanks were then voted to the Chairman and to the"promoters
of the district meetings, and the Meeting broke up at 61 p.
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BENGALL.
PRESIDENCY DIVISION.
24-PERGUNNAHS.

BARSIA BEHALA.
I

A Tupric MEETING was convened by the Members of the
Bursin Desa Hitaisini Soblin ‘on ' Sunday the 26Lh of July at
4 r. M. in the Barsia School ' Premises for the purpose of
considering the present educational policy of the Government.
Many of the educated gentlemen of Barsia and adjoining villages
were present on the occasion.

Babu Radhanatha Raya Choudhuriin the chair.

The President opencd  the wmeeting and reguested Bubu
Bhavani Churn Dalta to move the first Resolution.

“That in the opinion of this mecting the proposed withdrawal
of State assistance from English education of this country as
announced in the fudia Gazette of 2nd May last is prejudicial
1o the improvement of ilie country, and the loss that will be
occasioned by it will not be compensated by the education of the
masses, for the suke of which the aid is intended to e
withdrawn.”

Babu Bhavani Chwen Datta made a speech in - support of the
Resolution, The principal  points which his wguments rostest

were



i

1. 1If the State aid be withdvawn, Colleges and Schools of
Bengal will no longer exist. For in that case the fees will have
b be increased so much that the present school-going population
will find it beyond their means to defray the cost of education.
In no country are colleges and schools supported solely by the
schooling fees, to effect this in a country like Bengal would lead
to great mischief. The cause of Education will suffer greatly
from such a policy.

2. The education of the masses is a thing in itself desirable
and s such as ought to enlist the sympathies of all who wish
well to their country, but however useful this education may be
inelish cducation cannot be sacrificed for its sake. 'The Verna-
cular education, which the Government intends to give to the
masses can be only of a rudimentary nature, it will not extend
beyond o knowledge ‘of - the three “Rs.” It is impossible
that the wvulgar are in a position to receive educa-
lion which at all deserves the name, their circumstances
will not allow them to keep off their sons from manual
labor beyond the age of ten.  This, education therefore will
do very little towards the improvement of the intellectual and
moral condition of the masses. ¢ And iy it politic, is it fair,
is it wise,” said he “for thesake of this insignificant advantage to
demolish high English cducation or education properly so called
1o sct at naught the glovious results produced by the indefati-
gable exertions of so many noble-minded English Statcsmen ?
to undo all that England has done for the civilization of India
and to push the country back to the abyss of ignorance ?

The Resolution was scconded by Babu Surya Kumara Raya
with ecrtain remarks.

The sccond Resolution was moved by Babu Joyagopala
Chowdhurt.  After some preliminm‘y observations, the Bahu
read the Resolution as follows,

“ That in the opinion of this meeting it is the duty and interest
of Government to provide funds from the public revenues for the
high education of the people of this country,”
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Afier taking o retrospective view of Bengal just at the time
when the British flag was seen hoisted on its walls, the moyer
of this resolution spoke of the indefatigable excrtions, which the
British Government and noble-minded Europeans had hitherto
made for the education of the natives, and after describing the
glorious results that have been produced he said that ¢ the highest
objects of education have not yet been fully realized. The
Bengalis have just reached that stage when they can only hope
to enjoy the wished-for fruits which education holds ap to their
view.”—That originality is a great want in the present state of
the Bengali mind none will deny, and as long as this end is
not vealised, English education is a failure after all. Owing to
a high liberal education and vits, various encouragements, the
Bengali mind is already giving some indications of its former
energies and original vigour,” That “only time is needed for
the regeneration of Bengal, nay of whole India. The friends of
native education shounld have their whole attention directed
upon raising this conntry from the state of torpor under which
it has been growing for centuries.” At this stage”, said he,
“is it the duty of the Government to throw cold water upon
all our high hopes and noble aspirations, by thus withdrawing all
State assistance from high' English education of this country ?
Gentlomen, it is the duty of a Government to promote the well-
heing and prosperity of its subjects. The present policy of onr
Government in withdrawing all State assistance from English
educabion, at this stage, is a violation of one of its highest duties
towards its subjects.”

The speaker after showing by these and other considerations
that it is the duty of the Government to provide funds from the
public revenue for the high education of the people of thig
country, proceeded to shew that it is also the interest of the
Government to do so,

On this point he adduced two reasons, which are :

Firstly. —The highest interest of a Government is to eslablish
peace and harmony among its subjects, and this end is nove veadi-

ty ohtained by properly educating them than by any other means,
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for a schiool or a college is a better safe-guard than either a citudel
ora jail. The history of all the civilised nations of the world
proves beyond all doubt that the stability of a Government
depends upon the peace and prosperity of its subjects and that
the moral sensibilities which are awakened in them by a proper
training.

2ndly.—The cost of administration is diminished by educating
the natives of this country, and allowing them to hold high
posts under Government. For the services of the educated natives
can be easily securcd at alessexpensethan those of the Euvopeans.
The experience of the last few years has shewn that the Bengalis
if properly trained can conscientiously dischayge the duties given
of the highest offices under. Government.”

In conclusion he said that “His Honor the ILicutenant
Governor of Bengal and the Director of Public Instruction
after proper investigation have pronounced that with the ex-
ception of a few rich families in Bengal the middle class men
who comprise the greater portion of the alumni are notin a
position to bear the whole burden' “of high English education.”
The Baba after dwelling at some longth on these and many
other points impressed on the minds of his audience that it is
the duty and interest of the Government to supply funds from

the public revenue for the high education of the natives of
Bengal.
In seconding this resolution Babu Kalisohana Roya Chou-
8 Y

dhurl said :

If it is the duty of a Government to protect the
lives and property of its subjects, the Government ought
certainly to cducate them. For it is by education alone thal
man’s moral nature is purified, and if the people remain ignor.
ant nothing can prevent the frequent commission of crimes-
Besides, Bengal yields annually a large sum to the Government
a small portion of which should be expended for the proper
education of its inhabitants.

The third Resolution wuas moved by Bubu Swrya Cumara
Roya Choudhuri,



That it is quite iinpossible to make the Colleges and Schools
self-supporting solely by means of raising schooling fees,

The mover of this Resolution after shewing the great differ-
ence between the statements of the Financial Department
aud the Educational Department regarding the expenditure of the
Government under the head of Education as appeared in the
Caleutta Gazette of the 26th November 1869 spoke following
effect, That the condition of the middle class men, whose sous
compose the majority of the alumni of our schools and colleges,
will not enable them to supply the sum of £54,000, now ex.
pended by the Government for English education, and which
sum is therefore still wanting to make the Schools and Colleges
self-supporting in addition to 'the high charges, which they
already pay for the education of their children, ¢ The multi-
plicity of taxes,” said he, “hperial and local, the rigse in the
price of provisions and the high cost of living at the pre-
sent day render the middle class the greater sufferers; the
sudden rise in cost of education will thercfore at once stop
the further improvement of  the ‘greater portion of the people
of Lower Bengal.”

This Resolution was seeonded by DBabu Rakhala Charana
Ghose. »

The fourth Resolution was moved by Babu Sasi Bhushona
Bandopadhyaya.

" That an abstract of the proccedings of this meeting be
forwarded to the Secretary to the B. I. A. for submission to
the meeting which will be convened on the 2nd proximo for
the purpose of memorialising His Grace the Secretary of State
for India.

It was seconded by Babu Nemai Charana Roya Choudhuri.

Abstract
(3d)  Syama Viuas Rova Cnovpnuer,

Necretary.
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BARRIPORE.
1I.

A meeting was held at Barripore on the 26th June last. It
was presided over by Pundit Dwarkanauth Bidyabhosun, and the
educated residents of and about the.place were present at it.
The contemplated withdrawal of State assistance from Epglish
education and the intended memorial of the British Indian Asso-
ciation to the Secretary of State on the subject were intimated
to the gentlemen assembled; and they were unanimously of
opinion that the Association should lose no time in forwarding
the projected Memorial. They were further of opinion that
as the subject is one of grave importance inasmuch as if views
of Government be carried into  effect, it would entail a
national calamity, the British Indian  Association should not
rest contented with simply memorializing to the Secretary of
State but to adopt requisite measures so that the matter may
enlist the generous sympathy and warm interest of the great
English nation in England under whom God has placed us.

The mecting suggest that the following points be prominently
mentioned in the Memorial.

1st.—That the stoppage of State assistance to English Educa
tion will have a ruinous effeet upon education in this country.
The native community deprived of Government aid to English
education, shall not be able to hear the burden themselves, and
the consequence will be a lamentable decline of education and
a corresponding eclipse of the glory of English Government.

Ind.—The decline of English education which would naturally
result from the stoppage of Government assistance will not only
be baneful to the natives and other residents of the country, but
it will also prove injurious to the Government itself by rendering
administration more costly than what it is at present.

3rd.—That the stoppage of State assistance to English Educa-
tion would only save to Government a few thousand of rupees
at the risk of creating universal discontent and its attendant evils,

(3d.) Rascoomar Roy Crowbpry,
and 178 others,
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BARASET.
111

Porsuavt to the notice issued by Babu Rajkrishna Mitra a
public meeting of the residents and inhabitants of the District of
Bavaset was held at 7 ». a1, on Tuesday, the 28¢h instant in the
premises of Babu Syama Charana Banerji in which the follow-
ing resolutions were passed.

Proposed by Babu Kader Nath Datta and carried that Babu
Anand Mohan be requested to preside.

Proposed by Babu Durga Charan Chaterji and scconded by
Babu Kumud Chandra and carried, that in the opinion of this
meeting the contemplated withdrawal of stateaid to high English
Education is considered by the inhabitants of this district as 2
national misfortune, inasmuch’ as, 16 would, put a stop to the
progress which this country has been steadily making since its
first introdunction into Bengal.

Proposed by Babu Kumud Chandva: Mitra and scconded by
Babu Syama Charana Banerji, and Saradaprasad Mittra that as
the British Indian Association has convened a Public Meeting
of the inhabitants of Bengal, that representatives Babus
Rajkrishna Mitra, Vipradasa Banerji, Amar Nath Bose be sent
to the Association to represent the sentiments of the commuuity
Lere on the subject.

Proposed by Babn Grish Chandra Gupta and seconded by
Babu Haradhiona Chatuspati that a copy of the resolution be sent
to the B. I. A. for information.

Proposed by Babu Rajkrishna Chatterji and Golam Moula and
seconded by Babu Matilala Gupta that a Committee of the
following gentlemen be formed to carry into effect the above
resolutions,

Babus Bhola Nath Banerji.
»»  Madhava Chandra Banerii.
»  Rajkrishna Mittra,
,»  Vrindavana Chatterji.
» Venimadhava Chatterji.
L
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Babus Thakura Dasa Banerji.
. Kumuda Chandra Ghosala,
s Amaranatha Vasu,
»  Madhusudana Vasu,
,»  Kaliprasana Sarma.
»  Bholanatha Mukerji.
,,  Venimadhava Mitra.
Bhavani Charana Datta.
Syamalala Mittra,
Varada Charana Banerji.
,,  Kalinatha Datta.
Kishna Charana Vasu.
,,  Amrtalala Vasu.
,,  Kalikrishna Datta.
Babus Dinanatha Vasu and Mahendra  Lala Datta be Secre-
taries with power to add to their number.
Proposed by Babu Rajamohun Mittra that a vote of thanks be
given to the chair.
(Sd.) Dina Navrua Vasu.

BARA JAGULIA HITAISHINI SABUA,
1V

AT A MeETiNg of the Bara Jagulia Hitaishini Sabha the
following Resolutions were passed with the unanimous approba-
tion of all present.

RESOLUTIONS.

I. Thatin the opinion of this Meeting the present Anti-
English Education policy of the Government in the withdrawal
of all state aid from such education is not only to be deplored
but calculated to mar the best interest of the country illumined
by the civilization of the West.

II. That while approving the Education and Elevation of
the mass of population in this country, this Meeting is of opinion
that to afford such Education in preference to English is not
onlv unsound in prineiple but unworthy of a wise Government,
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11I. That this Meecting fully concurs with the views of the
British Indian Associntion in Memorializing the Secretary of
State in Council for India, against such arbitrary policy of tue
Government,

(Sd.) Banrapa Prasansa GHOSE,

Secretary Hitaishini Sabha,

Jagqilia, )
Dated 29th Jine, 1870, ’

PANTHATTY.
V

Extract from the DMoceedings of a General Meeting of ths
Inhabitants of Panihaity and its vicinity held on Suuday the 26th
May 1570,

ResoruTioN.

1. That the inkabitants of Panihatty and its vicinity con-
template with serious apprehensions the measure proposed by
the Government of India for withdrawing the ail which the
State have hitherte lent towards the English Lducation of the
people of India inasmuch as it is neither just wmor it is the
time for the people being saddled with costs of their own educa-
tion over and have the taxes they are now required to puy.

II. That this meeting fully sympathises with the oljects
of the British Indian Association which is shortly going to call
in a meeting of the Inhabitunts of Bengal for the purpose of
memorialising His Grace the Secretary of State for Tndia against
the views of the Indian Government on the subject of the
English Education of the people.

III.  That embodying the views of the mecting on the pre
sent educational movement a letter No. 307 dated 30th June

1570 attached be addressed to the Necrvetary of the British
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fndian Association to be placed at the service of the contem-
plated meeting at Caleutta.

(Sd.) Beeressor Bosk,
Chairman.
(True Copy)
Axinta Lavr CHATTERIED
Secretary Panihatty Association.

HALLISHOILUR.
VI

RrsoruTIons passed by the membersof the Hallishohur Good
Will Traternity ab a mecting held on the 26th June, 1870.

T. Resolved that the Seeretary of the British Indian Association
be informed that the members of the Fraternity are mianimously
of opinion that it is highly proper on the part of the inhabitants
of Bengal to memoriaiize His Grace the Seceretary of State for
India on the subject of the propesed withdrawal of State aid
from English Education 'in this country ; for they think that
no policy is fraught with greater danger to the best interests of
the country, and its advancement in eivilization, than the oue
in contemplation respecting Iinglish Education.

LI, That with the view set forth in the above Resolution the
Fraternity feels bound in  duty to co-operate with the British
Indian Association and™ that it shall be most glad to do its best
to further the objeets of that Association.

1L, That as it would not suit the convenience of all
the members of the [raternity to attend the Public Meeting
on the 2ud of July next, they think it proper to depute
Balbus Gopal Chaudra Banerjce, Gopi DMohan Banerjee,
Pleader Higlh  Court, and Babus Kali Prasanuna Chatterjee,
Grish Chundra Roy and Janoki Nath Gonguly, as their
representatves, to express generally, that the Fraternity is deeply
grieved at heart to flud that the Supreme Government is quite
mistaken to think tbat it is only the children of the rich who
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receive education in English Colleges and Schools, that the fee.
rates in those Schools may be still raised to cover their ex-
penses ;—and that those in whom a desire for English Education
has been created are in circumstances to pay for their education
and need no State help. On the contrary it is the firm conviction
of the Fraternity created by experience and local knowledge that
the children of the middle-class mostly are educated in those
educational institutions and not those of the rich ; that the fee-
rates are now as high as the people can possibily bear, and that
those who wish for Iducation are not in eircumstances to pay
the entire cxpense of their training.

IV. That the British Indian Association be requested to solicit
the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal - not to retire from Office
before the Tdncation quesbion is finally settled as no official
high in service, i1s better acquainted with the wants, feelings
and circumstances of the people of Bengal than His Honor.

Jaaar Coaxpea MUKRERIES,
Secr ctary.

e ——

NUDDEA.
KRISIINAGHTUR.
VII

PgoceEDINGs of a meeting of the native inhabitants of Krigh-
naghur held at Rajabari on 26th June 1870 for takinginto consi-
deration the proposed Xducational policies of*the Government of
India and the steps uecessary to prevent it from being carricd
into execution.

Meeting held in Krishnaghurfon the 26th"June 1870, Maha-
raja Satish Chandra oy Bahadur, in the chair,

L. Proposed by Rai Yadunath Roy Babadur, scconded by
Babu Ram Tanu Laheree and carried unanimously. That this
meeting contemplates with alarm the proposed withdrawal of
State assistance from English Fdueation in this ceuntry, and
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tlinks it incumbent on the people to endeavor by every legitimate
wmeans in their power to prevent the contemplated withdrawal
Trom being carvied out.

2. Proposed by Babu Ram Chandra Mukerjea, seconded
by Babu Ganesh Chandra Choudry and carried unanimously.

That the views of the inhabitans of Krisnaghur with reference
to this vital question be submitted to the British Indian Associa-
tion in Calcutta, with a request that all needful steps may be
taken for the purpose indieated in the resolution No. I; or if
that be impossible, of so modifying the contemplated action of the
Government of India as to sccure the safety of the existing
educational institution.

3. Proposed by Dewan Karbick Chandra Roy seconded by
Moulvie Golam Rasul aud carvied unanimously :

That a deputation consisting of the undermentioned gentlemen
be appointed to convey to' that body the proceedings of this day
and otherwise representing the views of the Krishnaghur public
at the meeting which is to be held in Caleutta on the 2nd
July next viz. Babus Ram Tanu Laheree, Prasunna Cumar
Bose, Rai Yadunath Roy Bahadur, Prasuna Chandra Roy,
Ganeshi Chandra Choudry, and Farini Charan Chatberjea.

(Sd) Maparasa Saris CHaxDpRA Rova Bauapusr.

SANTIPORE.
VIIi1

Tue following was recorded at a public meeting held at
Santipore on the 28th June 1870. Babu Gopi Mohan Chatterjea
m the chair.

We the Members present at this wmeeting are very somry to
learn from the Secretary that owr Indian Government chooses to
withdraw its annual aid from English Education among us,
which proposal if executed literally is sure at once to deprive the

majority of the people of theiv greatest blessings and comforts.
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We know from history that not even our carliest Sovereigns
were adverse to the education of the sulject people, and we are
glad to acknowledge that our present rulers likewise have by
the liberal establishment of the schools and colleges accomplished
and are still accomplishing a most marked improvement of the
country. Our grief therefore is overwhelming at this unlooked-for
and heart-rending news.

In the eager hopes of obtaining prevention of this one
unalterable mortification we now most humbly supplicate Her
Majesty’s most Gracious favour of continuing the usual State
Grant for English Eduecation.

Lastly we beg of the Secretary that he will oblige us by
forwarding this our humble petition in the 2nd day of the
ensuing month to the  Calcutta British. Indian Association in
order to its transmission to Her Majesty's Secretary of State
for India.

We remain to be
Her Majesty’s most loyal subjects
Gort MAnAN CHATTERJEA,

JESSORE.

SUDDER STATION.
IX

ResoruTioNs passed at a meeting of the Inhabitants of Jessore
on the 20th June 1870.

RESOLVED.

1. That Babu Ramdas Bannerjca be voted to the Chair.

II. That the Resolution of the Government of India No
3233 dated 8th September 1869 on the proposed withdrawal of
State aid to English education is, in the opinion of the people
of Jessore, calculated seriously to interfere with the welfare of
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the country ; and that this Committee find it to their great
grief, that, the wise liberal policy hitherto pursuing by the
paternal Government of British India in matters of Education,
which has uniformly contributed towards the enlightenment and
advancement of the Community, should now be contemplated
to be abandoned by the civilized rulers of the land.

ITI. That as the British Indian Association of Calcutta have
convened a Public Mecting of the native inhabitants of Bengal
for the purpose of considering the propriety of memorializing
the Secretary of State for India on the subject resolved.

That Babus Devendra Chandra Ghose B. A and B. L. and
Bhangshi Dhar Sen then requested to be representatives of this
Committee to attend the said Association and express the feelings
of the people of this District on this important question,

1V. That the following gentlemen form a Committee with pow-
ers to add to their number, to carry on corresﬁondence wijth the
British Indian Association or any | other body viz., Babus Madan
Mohan Mozoomdar, Prasanna Kumar Dasgs, Kali Prasanna Sen,
Ramdass Banerjea, Anunda Chandra Bosu, Prasanna Cumar
Sen M. A., Kadar Nauth Ghose, Hemchundra Mukerjea, Hurry
Nath Datta, Bamundass Rose, Haronauth Ghose, Giridhur Sen,
Aushootosh Roy Chowdry of Noapara, Ambicachurn Roy of
Nurail, Rajcoomar Ghose of Katparrah, Hurrishchunder Roy
of Raruly, Rojonekant Mittra of Khajurah, Shamachurn Ghose of
Chowgatcha, Babu Hurry Ghose Chowdry of Ramnagore, Munshi
Syud Mahomed Hossen, Babus Harnauth Coomar Ghose of
Amirta Bazar, Tarinichurn Chowdry of Bogchar, Rev. Gogon
Chunder Dutta of Xhulnia, Mr. J. R. Renny of Talinipore.

V. That a copy of these resolutions be sent to the Secretary
to the British Indian Association with a letter from the Secretary
of this meeting for information.

Prosstyyno CooMar SEIN,
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AMRITA BAZATR.
X
AT a meeting, held at the premises of Babu [emanta Cumar
Ghose of Amrita Bazar, to protest against the cducation policy
of Government, the following resolutions were passed .
Proposed by Babu Shishir Cnmar Ghose and sezonded by

Babu Ramlal Ghose :

I. That in the opinion of this mecting, English education for
the people of this country is a State necessity ; that it is not
only necessary for them to learn the langnage which their rulers
speak, in which the laws of the land ave written, and the gene-
ral business of administration carried on, but also for purposes
of good and economical Government ; it is therefore the duty of
the state, both in a moral -and administrative point of view, to
apply a portion of the public Revenues for the promotion of
education,

Proposed by Babu Abhoy Charn Canguli and scconded by
Dabu Chandra Cumar Ghose, B.'A. ;

IT. That the duty of the Statc to cncourage and support
what is termed ¢ High Edueation,” has been acknowledged by all
the civilized countries, where people has learned the value of snch
knowledge ; this cannot be said of the pcople of India ; the
meeting is therefore of opinion that it is the duty of the British
Indian Government, whose mission it is to elevate India, to
support English education by state grants.

Proposed by Babu Dwarka Nath Shiromoni and seconded
by Babu Mati Lal Ghose ;

ITI.  That the results of English education for the last 40
years have heen most beneficial to this country,that it has vastly
contributed to the intellectual, social, moval, and political ad-
vancement, of the people ; that to its salutary infiuence must
be traced the increased loyalty of the people, the promotion of
good feeling hetween the European and Natives, and the wonder-
ful progress of the Vernacular language, and that the proposed
withdrawal of state aid from English Schools and Colleges would

M
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not ouly vetard the general improvement of the country, but
defeat the very objett of Government in the promotion of the
Vernacular language by discouraging the agency for its improve-
ment.

Proposed by Babu Madhu Sudan Mitter and seconded by
Babu Dwarka Nath Dey :

1V. That State expenditure on English Edueation is of a
reproductive character, that while it produces cheap native
agency for the work of administration it is more than repaid by
the multiplication of schools with the aid of those who are
educated in English, and that the best illustration of this posi-
tion is afforded by the fuct that in 1855-50, the year when the
yreat education despatch of the Court of Directors come iuto
operation there were cnly 25 Anglo-Vernacular schools and 54
Vernacular schools, wheveas in 1868-69 the former increased to
70 and the latter to 2962 attended by 142,820 pupils,

Proposed by Babu Guru Chavn Bose and seconded by Babn
Baneecant Ganguli :

V. That the bulk of the students, who attend English
Schools and Colleges as has been conclusively proved Ly the
Director of Public Instraction belong to the middle classes of
Society, which have been the greatest suffevors from the recent
increase in the prices of provisions and the general cost of living
owing to the multiplication of taxes imperial and local and
other circumstances ; that any addition to the charges for educa-
tion which are already felt too heavy will prove a grievous
burden on them, and that if the desire to make the English
Schools and Colleges self-supporting has proceeded from a notion
that the wealthy ought to bear the cost of the education of their
vhildren, that notion is most ill-founded, becanse a sufficient
interest in liberal education has not been yet awakened among
them, and that the measure under notice, if carcied out, would
only destroy the prospects of education of the majority of the
students.

Proposed by Babu Devnarain Kar and seconded by Babw
Nabin Chandra Chuckerbutty ;
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VI That this meeting, while warmly advocuting Englisl
Education, 1s fully alive te the benetits of Vernacular Education
that the best interests of the country suggest the adoplion of
both the English and Vernacular Languages as media of instruc-
tion, that is tosay the English ILanguage for the upper and
middle classes and the Vernacular language for the mass.

Proposed by Babu Uma Charn Kar and seconded by Babu
Kader Chandra Chand ;

VIIL That the views and sentiments affirmed in the foregoing
resolations be communicated to the Secrctary to the British
Indian Association for submission to the Public Meeting of the
inhabitants of Bengal to be held in the Town 1lall of Calcutta
in the 2nd of July next, for the consideration of this momentous
question and that Babu Devendra Chandra Ghose of the High
Court be requested to represent the vicws of the Committee (o
the Centre meeting at Caleutta.

DvargA NATIHA SIROMANI,
Lresidunt.

BURDWAN  DIVISION.
BURDWAN.

X1

Megrive  held at the Maharajal’s  Palace on the Znd
August, 1870.

Resornytion 1.

Movenp by Babu Radhabenode Chowdry and scconded by Babw
Taruck Nath Sen.

That in the opinion of this Mcoting the attitude now assumed
by the Government of India towards English Fducation in
Bengal is cne full of danger to the most cherished interests of
the country, and calls for a loud protest from the people of
every district in this Provinee in which English cdueation hay af
all made any proguess,
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Resovyrion IL.

Moved by Babu Modun Lall Tewari and seconded by Bahu
Kalipado Mookerjee.

That the new Educational policy for Bengal shadowed forth in
the recent resolutions of the Government of India is wholly at
variance with the broad and wise principles laid down by the

* Hon'ble the Court of Directors in their memorable Education
Despateh of 1854 and since repeatedly upheld by Her Majesty’s
Secretaries of State of India.

ResoLvrion II1.

Moved by DBabu Aughore Nath Mozoomdar and seconded
by Babu Shama Churn Tuttobagish,

That every thing cousidered; the time must yet seem far
distant when the people of this country unassisted by State
Grants will be able ‘to meet. the necessarily heavy expenses of
their English Education,

Resorurion IV.
Moved by Babu Taruck Nath Tuttoratna and seconded by
Babu Nobogopal Bose.

That under the existing ecircumstances it is impossible to
separate the cause of English Education in this country. from
the cause of mass education, conducted through the medium of
the Vernacular. As yet there is no Vernacular literature pro-
perly so called, and if it is to assume dimensions at all commen-
surate with the real purposes of Education, it must long continue
to horrow plentifully from the great store-house of English

literature and science,
RESOLUTION V,

Moved by Babu Troylokyo Nath Chatterjee and seconded
Ly Babu Nobinakhya Bose.

That the best thanks of the Meeting are due to his Highness
the Maharaja of Burdwan for his sympathy in the object of the
present movement, and for the kind manner in which he has
allowed this meeting to be held at his palace.

Resorution VI.

Moved by Babu Keshub Chundra Mittra, and seconded by

Balu Jogendra Nath Bose.
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That the above Resolutions signed by the Chairman be forward-
ed tothe President of the British Indian Association, Caleutta, asy
an cxpression of the public opinion of the District of Burdwan
with regard to the change contemplated by the Government of
Tudia as to the educational policy for Bengal, and that Le re-
uested to forward the proccedings of this Meeting to His Grace

the Seccretary of State for India through the usual channel.

RANIGUNJ.
X11

Taor following memorial was adopted at a meeting of the
inhabitants of Banigunj held en 26th June 1870 and forwarded
to the British Indian Association for transmission to Iis Grace
the Secretary of State for India.

“ We the residents of Ranigunj and of the adjoining villages
beg most respectfully to represent to His Gracc the Secrctary
of State for India the impropriety of withdrawing state assistance
from English education in this country, fully persuaded that
whatever procecds from a warmest desire to promote the welfare
of our native community will not be refused by His Lordship’s
favorable consideration.

1. From what knowledge we have derived from our actual
experience, we are of opinion that English Education alone is the
proper channel of carrying us along to the enviable abode of
high civilization. Tf we look into the former state of our country
befere we came in contract with the British Government, it will
fully testify what wonders English Education has done within
a few years.

2. In case of withdrawal of statc assistance, English Edaca-
tion will be totally eradicated from our country. Tor the
natives are in general averse to think for themselves and hick
independent spivit. No attempt will therefore prove eflicacicus
unless Government meddles with it.

3. It is the fivst principle of Government to cdueate liu
people and repder them every assistance to promote their eon~
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dition. Bul 1t Government thus leaves his subjects in a deteric-
rated state the prerogatives of a subject will be overlooked.

4. The car of civilization among the natives has been making
rapid progress under the fostering care of our British masters
and the fidelity of our people is exemplary and for more than pro-
portionate to the good will of Her Majesty’s heneficial Government,
But if the proposal of withdrawing state assistance from English
Education be actually carried ont all our hopes of being one
day curolled among the enlightened nations of the earth will
dissipate like vapor and what is more lamentable our dear
country, our native land will necessarvily approach its final
decay.

RANIGUNT LOCAL COMMITTEE SIGNED BY ABOUT 130 PERSONS,

UTTARAPARA, BALI,
BHADRAKALI AND OTHER VILLAGES.
XTI

ResorvtioNs adopted at a meeting of the inhabitants of the
above mentioned villages, convened by a Committee of the Utlara-
para Hitacari Sablia on sunday the 26th of Junc 1870.

Proposed by Baboo Vama Charana Banerji seconded by Babu
Momnatha Chatterji.

I. That in the opinion of this meecting the Financial Resoln
tion of the Government of India dated the 31st March 1870 on
the question of High Education appears to be unjust and impo-
litic and caleulated to retard the intellectual progress of the
country and the material prosperity of the nation.

Proposed by Babu Jadu Nauth Mukerji and seconded by
Babu Vijaya Nauth Chatterji.

II. That however desireablethe education of the masses may
e the neglect of English Education by the state is unsound in
principle and injurious to the best interests of all classes.

Proposed by Babu Hara Mohana Roychoudhury and seconded
by Vireswara Challerji.
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111, That this meeting deems it expedient to memorialise His
irace the Secretary of State for India against the policy enunciated
in the above Financial Resolution and with this view to act in
concert with the committee to be appointed at the meeting to be
held in the Town Hall in Calcutta on the 2nd proximo,
Proposed by Babu Muttilall Mukerji and scconded by Babu
Karunamaya Banerji.

1V. That a Committee consistingof the follwing gentlemen
with power to add to the number be appointed to curry out the
above Resolutions and put themselves in communication with
the Central Committee in Caleutta to adopt such measures as
way be deemed necessary —

CoMMITTER.
Baboo Vijaya Krishna-Mukenji
’ Vama Churn Banerji
. Jadu Nanth Mukerji
" Vireswara Chatterji

’ Monmotha Chatterji
Visoy Krisuva MuKerIL

JOXYE.
XI1v

At a Public Meeting held on Sunday the 26th of June in the
premises of the late Babu Rumanarayana Mukerii for the purpose
of considering the propricty of memorialising the Secretary of
State for India with regard to the proposed withdrawal of state
assistance from the higher Education in this country.

Babu Taraka Nauth Mukerji took the chair.

The following resolutions were then moved and unanimously
adopted after they had been fully discussed.

Proposed by Babu Heeralall Banerji and scconded by Babu
Saradaprosada Banerji.

I. That this meeting strongly deprecates the educational poli-
cv of the Government of India, published in the supplement te

the Gazetic of India, dated Tth May 1780, as being unsound.and
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nrjust in principle, unsuited to the present civenmstances of this
Province, and ecaleulatad to vetard its progress.

Proposed by Babu Anupa Chunder Mookerji and scconded
by Babu Jadu Nauth Banerji.

II. That this meeting believing as it does that it is the middle
class of the people who, though they are respectable by birth, are
generally possessed of limited means, and not the wealthy classes
alone that avail themselves of the existing educational institutions,
dlesires respectfully to dissent from the opinion held by the Go-
vernment, that the classes of the population to whom an advanced
education is given are able to provide for their own education,
and have ample inducement to do so without pecuniary assistance
from the State.

Proposed by Babu Dino Nauth Mukerji.and seconded by Babu
Nondalall Mukerji.

ITI. That in the opinion of this mecting the elevation of the
mass of the people, which ‘the Government proposes to advance
by withdrawing a part, if not  the whole of its contribution to
English education and devoting it to Vernacular education,will be
secured in a more effectual though indirect manner by promoting
a high intellectual culture among the '~ middle classes, as it is by
this means alone that sound  Vernacular literature, which must
constitute the principal instrument for elovating the people, can
be formed.

Proposed by Balm Nondalall Mookerji and seconded by Bahu
Harish Chnuder Mockerji.

IV. That as the practical effect of this policy would he to
give the missionarics a monopoly of the work of education, this
meeting desires to record its religious objections against such
rvesult, and is also of opinion that high education is likely to
sufler sevious injury in the hands of men who have always been
most zealous to lower the standard of it.

Proposed by Babu Saradaprosad Banerji and seconded Ly Babu
Jadu Nauth Mukerji.

Y. That this meeting, while it thoroughly recognises the
necessity and importance of the education of the mass, is of opi-
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nion that the natural course of education to reach those classes is
from above downwards, and believes thut that the lower people
of this country have already commenced to avail themselves o1
the existing educational machinary, so that it may reasonably be
hoped that a gradual extension of the Vernacular and Patshala
gystem will eventually place education within the reach of the
meancst day laborer.

Proposed by Buboo Jodu Nath Mookerjea seconded by Baboo
Prana Kishno Mookerjen

VI. That the following memorandun containing the views
of this mecting on the educational policy of Governnient, and the
Resolution adopted in this neeting be forwarded to the British
Indian Association for such use as it.may deem fit to make of
them at their Educational Meeting of 2nd July 1870,

TARAKA NAUTH MUKERII
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MIDNAPORE.
XVI
Resorurions passed at a meeting at Midnapore held on the
Jeth June, 1870.

Resolved that the meeting express its unqualified disapproval
of the extremely one-sided view of the Government of Tndia in
the proposed withdrawal of State assistance from English
Education, as being detrimental to the progress and prosperity
of the nation.

2. That this meeting co-operate with the Calcutta meeting in
memorializing Ilis Grace the Secretary of State for India on
the subject.

3. That representatives from this District be deputed to
Calcutta to express the views of this meeting.

4. That it be suggested to the Calcusta meeting to consider
the propriety of requesting the East Indian Association in
London to further the object of this national movement.

5. That a committee consisting of the following gentlemen
be appointed to carry out the object of this meeting and that
Babu  Vipinvchari Datta be appointed Secretary to the
Corumittee,
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Babu Vishunchuran Biswas.

.~ Anantaram Ghose.
Kapaliprasanna Mooker)jea.
»  Ramakhoy Chatterjee.

L Sayama Charan Dass.

.,  Piyarimohan Mittra.

»  Bhupendra Nath Dey.

,,  Bhola Nath Chakrabarti.
5 Sagar Chandra Bose.

»  Gangadhar Acharjee.

.+ Vipinvehari Duatta.

That a copy of these reselutions be forwarded te the Calentta

vaeeting.
VipiNVEHARE DATTA,
Honorary Sceretory.
BEERBHOOM.
SUBDER STATION.
XVII
To

Basu Jortenypro Mouun TAGORE,
Howry. Scey. to the British Tndion Association Calewlta.

Sir,—I am dirccted by the Managing Commitlee appointed by
a meeting of the inhabitants and the residents of Beerbhoom ,
held oh the 11lth instant, to forward to your Association a copy
of the Bengallee Newspaper of the 18th idem which contains
a substantially faithful report of the proceedings thereof and to
inform you that the meeting has unanimously expressed its
sympathies in favor of the cause of English Education to which
the Association have lent their able advocacy.

9 The Committee further desire me to say that they will he
prepared to heartily co-operate and act in concert with your

Association in the measures they or the Centyal Mecting abont
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1 he held ab the Presidency may deem fit to pursue with
reference to the national demonstration against the present
wxlucational Policy of Lord Mayo’s (Government.

3. T am alao directed to say that the Committee have not
thought fit to prepare a separate memorial against the principles
of that policy but will feel obliged if you will favor them with
a copy of the Memorial that may be drawn up and adopted at
the Central Meeting in order that signatures of the people of
Beerbhoom may be obtained thercto.

4, In conclusion 1T am to inform your Association that the
Committee have selected Baboo Dwarka Nauth Chuckerbuity,
one of their body, to represent Beerbhoow at the coming Central
Meeting.

€ have the Honor to be,
Sir :
Your most obdt, Servt.
SAroDA Prosap CHATTERIEE,
Secy. to the Conunitice of lhe
Beerbhoom Education Meeting.
Beerbhoom, the 21st Jue, 1870.
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BANCOORAIL,
XXI
To THE HONORARY SECRETARY,
PRITISIE INDIAN A SSOCIATION,

Culcutla.

Sie,—We, the undersigned inhabitants of the District of Ban-
cooral, beg to express our extreme regret at the Resolution of the
Government of India proposing to withdraw the support which
it has bitherto extended to liberal cduecation of the people of
this country.

The prople have mnot as yet arrived at such a stage of
advancement, and high— IEnglish Fiducation has not yet
reached so considerable portion cven of the higher classes as to
warrant the hope that the institutions which have hitherto
been the seat of that education should be maintained by the
people whose children are educated there with slight aid from
Government. We are bound to declare that people of sociul
position and rvespeetability in this District, though anxious to
procure for their children a high standard of English Education
such as 1s at present available in Government Schools, are yet
unable to provide for it. Should the - State reduce its support it
has hitherto given to the English'School here and other similax
and ligher institutions in other districts, the cost of education
will be so high that the reduction will amount to an entire denial
of education.

It is the duty of Government to keep superior English
Education within the reach of the higher_classes without which
Society will collapse tu the condition in which it was a century
2g0.

We have desired one of ourselves Babu Upendra Chuuder
Mookhopadhyn to appear at the Caleutta Meeting to represent
ot educational interest,

We  cordially  join ‘the Association in nmemorinlizing er

Mujesty’s Government in England, praving that the Govern-
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ment of this country be directed to continue its support to the
cause of English Education as heretofore.

RavAa GADADHARA BANERJI BaHADUR

AND BY 120 NATIVE GENTLEMEN.

Bancoorah, 27th June 1870.

RAJSHAYE DIVISION.

RAMPORE BAULEAH.
XXII

Srn,—Agreeably to your letter dated the 10th instant a
Meeting of the inhabitants and educated natives of Rampore
Bauleah was cotivened in the Bauleah Lokanatha School premises
this day at 7 p L

The meeting unanimously expressed their hearty thanks to the
members of the British Indian Association for the interest they
are taking in so important a subject as the proposed protest
against the proposal of Government for the withdrawal of state
aid to English Education,

The meeting fully agree with your Association in thinking that
His Grace the Sccretary of State for India should be memorialised
on the subject and have appointed Babu Yadavachandra Sarkara
of the Rajshaye bar to express the opinion of inhabitants and
residents of Rajshaye to the public meeting to be held in Caleut*~
on the 2nd proximo under the auspices of your Association.

I am, dc.,
KavLiNatia Dev.
29¢h June, 1870,
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NATORE.

XXII1I

REesornuTion 1.

Prorosrp by Kumar Kumud Nath Raya Bahadoor and
seconded by Moulavi DMalomed Rushid Khan Chowdhury that
Rajah Pramatha Natha Ruya Baladeor of Dighaputea he asked
to preside over the Meeting.

The president in a suitable speech which continwed for about
a quarler of an hour opencd the business of the Meeting and
explained the disustrons effects which would Le felt by the
withdrawal of Government support from high English edu-
eation.  The speaker dwelt at great length upon the good
results that have accrued since the establishment of the
Caleutta University in 1855 to the present date, specifying
the number of Graduates that have every year been sent forth
after the completion of their collegiate education into the world
at large and in socicties where only few years before really edu-
cated men could Lave been counted on fingers, dwelling on the
good results that are now being felt by every member of society
from these educated men of our country either in social or politi-
cal improvements. He went back to 1835 when Government first
with very great difficulty instituted the Hindu College describing
the different phases that have from tine to time been assuming
in the educational policy of Government, illustrating thereby
the high aptitude for learning and doing ample justice to the
care and solicitude of the paternal Govermmnent, although they
were bound by the rules of good Government to do what they
did ; for us for it is not the singular instance with the DBritish
Government alone to have supported and educated their subjects
but on a reference to History we find similar and liberal instances
with all other civilized Governments. Here the Chairman
concluded his speech amid loud cheers from the respectable
githering of about one hundred gentlemen,
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Resorution 1T

Proposed by Kumar Kumud Nath Raya Bahadoor an’.
seconded by Babu Lukshwy Narayan Lahory that the with-
drawal of the Government support from high English educa-
tion is unjust and is likcly to prove disndv&ntngeo&s to the
country.

ResoLuTion 111

Proposed by Babu Tara Naath Clowdhry Zemindar of
Natore and seconded by Bubu Gudadhur Khan that the Meet-
ing place itself in communication with the Dritish Indian
Associntion with a view to move the assembly to memorialize
Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for Indin against the present
policy of Government on the Education Question.

Babu Gudadhur Khan'in seconding the Resolution made o
suitable speech of about 20 minutes duralion in which he
expatiated on the improvements of the cowutry derived from
English education. He dwelt principally on the policy of Govern-
ment about ednesting the masses which he said weuld bhe a great
failure inasmuch as the Bengali Language was too limited “to
impart any sound knowledge i them. They will eventually have
the same training which our old Guruniohashoyswere in the habit
of giving sometime ago, which' training consisted in teaching
them the primary rules of arithmetic and a rudimentary know:
ledge about letter-writing. Allowing the present policy to stand
it did not appear to him to be sound hecause the musses will
never be at all educated so as to be useful members of Society
nor appreciate it for the sake of knowledge itself.

The speaker pointed cut the good results that have acorued
from the old educational policy of Government by illustrating
the efficiency displayed by educated natives almost in every
branch of Government service and it would be sheer injustice
now if Government should throw ecold water on the warm
enthusiasm of the rising genervation by withdrawing their support

a nd thereby education itsclfl
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REesornvrion IV,

Proposed by Babu Saroda Persaud Sookul, Zemindar, and
scconded by Babu Behary Laul Banerjea that a Committes
consisting of Rajah Chunder Nauth Roy Bahadoor, of Natore,
Rajah  ®Promotha Natha Raya Bahadoor of Dighaputea,
Kumar Kumud Nauth Roy Bahadoor, Moulavi Mahomed
- Rusheed Khan Chowdry, Babu Tara Nauth Chowdry, Babu
Gudadhur Khan, and Meanh Fuzla Ruhuman Khan Chowdry
be appointed Members to carry on the business.

N. B.—The Meeting was attended by upwards of hundred
persons consisting of Zemindars, Talookdars, Officials, Non-
Officials, and the Agents of all those respectable Zemindars of
Rajshahi who were unable to attend.

PUBNA.

SUDDER STATION.
XXIV

At a meeting of the Native Residents at Pubna held on
the 19th June 1870 to take into consideration the steps which
-ought to be taken against  the Educational policy of the
Government of India.

Proposed by Babu Harisa Chundra Sarma and carried
unanimously that Babu Ananda Mohuana Majumdara be elected
to preside at this mecting.

Proposed by Babu Rama Gopala Dutta Bahadoor and carried
unanimously that Babu Harisa Chundra Sarma act as Secretary.

After the object of the meeting was explained to the gentle-
men present the following resolutions were passed :—

I. That the inhabitants of this district have become very
apprehensive as to the views of the Indian Government res-
pecting the cause of higher education of the Natives of this
country, which when carried into effect will bring a greater
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calamity than any that has come upon the land, the rates of
feesin the Educational institutions of this country are alreadv
high and any sudden enhancement will produce the effect ot
closing those institutions against the childern of the middle
elasses :—

II. That the Secretary be requested to go down to Caleutta
and represent the people of this district at the general meeting to
be held on the 2nd proximo.

TII. That in the opinion of this meeting a memorial signed
by the inhabitants of Bengal be sent to the Secretary of State,
to put a stop to the policy of the Indian Government with a
request that should it be disinclined to accede to the prayers of
Her Majesty’s native subjects they may-be laid before the British
Parliament.

IV. That if the financial diffienlty of the Indian Govern-
ment be the only cause of its present Educational policy, sugges-
tions be made to raise the necessary funds for maintaining the
Colleges and Schools in their present footing by some indirect tax,
as the natives of this country are not so far advanced as to take
into their own hands the Education of their children.

HarisA CouNprA SARMA.

CUMARKHALL
XXV

A CGENERAL meeting was held on the 26th day of June 1870
at the Cumarkhali Government Aided School and the following
gentlemen residents and inhabitants of the Sub-division of
Cumarkhali were present.

Bubus Krishna Chundra Roy.

Krishna Sundar Mazoomdar.
Krishna Dhon Muzoomdar,

Muthura Nauth Kundoo.
5 Haro Lall Chowdhury.
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Babus Brojo Lall Moctra,
»  Futtick Chandra Muzoomdar.
,,  Pran Nauth Shaha,
5  Mathura Nauth Kar.
,,  Gopal Krishna Chakrabarti.
,»  DBhuban Mohun Biswas.
,,  Kanye Lall Shaha.
»  Jogendra Coomar Roy.
,, Ram Lall Pal,
,,  Hari Charun Lahory.
,,  Umanath Sein.
,,  Kedar Nath Joardar.
,,  Gobin Chandra Dutt.
,,  Naffer Chandra: Coondu.
,»  Ramdhon Mazoomdar.
,,  Hurri Nauth Muzoomdar.
,,  Ram Tanoo Shaha.
5,  Peary Mohun Gupta.
,,  Krishna Chandra Coondu.
,, Ramgopal Shaha.
,,  Purma Nund Shaha.
5,  Hari Nath Shaha.
,,  Umesh Chandra Sircar.
,,  Gonesh Chandra Sanial
,  Makund Nath Muzoomdar.
,»  Jogessar Coondoo.
,,  Pran Nath Chuckerbutty.
5, Uma Nath Sein.
»  Modhu Soodun Shaha.
Sheikh Munniruddin.

1. Babu Hari Nath Mazoomdar proposed that Babu Krishna
Chandra Roy be requested to tale the chair and preside over the
Meceting and Babu Krishna Sundar Mazoomdar act as  Secretary
to the meeting.  The proposition was seconded by Babu Ram
Dhun Mazoomdar and accorded to by all the native gentlemen

present.
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Babu Krishna Chundra Rt then took the chair and rvead
to the meeting a letter from Bubu Joteendra Mohun Tagore
Honorary  Secretary to the British Indian Association daten
13th June 1870 to the address of Babu Krishna Sunder Majum-
dar. The native gentlemen present regret deeply and severely
to learn from the letter just read the proposed withdrawal of
State assistance to Lnglish Eduecation in this country. Such-
withdrawal would be virtually cutting off’ almost all the natives
of Bengal from all means of educating their children. During
the last 10 years the country has undergone such a great change
in education and in the progress of civilization that without
high education in the English Language a man will find it a
matter of impossibility even to get on with the ordinary avoca-
tion of his life. To be deprived ‘at a time like the present of
the blessings of a liberal education is a matter of most lamentable
to the community at large.

As the Cumarkhali meeting has no  opportunity to send its
representatives to be present at the general meeting to be held
in the Town Hull under the auspices of the British Indian
Asgociation the gentlemen present found it their duty to re-
cord their sense and sentiments as expressed above and consi-
der it as of grave importance to wmemorialize His Grace the
Secretary of State for India on the subject for which purpdse,
the meeting would take the liberty to submit a copy of their
this day’s proceedings to the Honorary Secretary to the British
Indian Association for the purpose of being laid before the
Calcutta meeting.

KrisnyA SooNDRA MAZOOMDAR,
Axaxpa Larna MAzZOoOMDAR,
And Several others.

DINAJPUR.
XXVI
A A public Meeting lield at Dinajpur on the 27th Junc 1370
with reference to the requisition of the British Indian Associa-
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tion dated the 4th June current, with a view to consider the
property of memorialising His Grace the Secretary of State in
wouncil for India, on the subject of the proposed withdrawal of
State assistance from English Education in this country, the
following resolutions were adopted for transmission to the British
India Association.

I.  The necessity for English Education to ameliorate the con-
dition of the natives of this country had to be obstinatély fought
by such men as Lord Macaulay. Such a necessity has been fully
admitted by Government by the establishment of Colleges and
Schools. The country owes to it its present progress and pros-
perity and is indebted for all the reforms and improvements of
which it can boast. A civilized Government as that under which
we live would be the last to ignore or deny the blessings of the
intellectual and moral development of the people. And it must be
said to the eternal glory and honor of England that she has been
an instrument in the hands of Providence to bring about the present
cheering state of affairs in regard to the blessings of education
among our Countrymen. But to the misfortune of the country
the Government proposes to stop now when a hankering after
knowledge and information created in the minds of the people
and the cheering rays of civilization and enlightment have only
began to remove the dreary gloony of ignorance and prejudices
in which the country was immersed for years.

2nd. In trying to free the state from the charge of English
Education the Government of Indira has not only ignored the pecu-
liar circumstances under which the English education was intro-
duced into this country, but has also entirely lost sight of the man-
ner in which higher education is imparted in England and other ci-
vilized countries in the world, there is perhaps no country of which
we are aware is the education of youths self-supporting in the literal
and strict sense of the term. In some European countries the more
important educational institutions, the universities and public
school, arve kept up partly by the fees of scholars and partly by the
profits of lands and funds appropriated for that purpose either
by the sovereign or private donors. In others the fees of students
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ae largely  sapplemented by diveet contributions from imperial
Revenve.  Liberal endowments from individuals in this country
cannot be much depended upon in furthering a forcign educationt
is 50 new to the country, its spirit is opposed to the orthodox
and the moneyed class, the aristocracy far from cherishing a
true love for it looks on it with an eye of disfawvour and views
it as a most disagrecable innovation which they could most gladly
iput down if they could, where an innovation hecomes national
and is mixed up with the deavest things of life, when it has
gained a footing in the imagination of men and when it is
ndigsolubly interwoven with the national glory and honour it is
then and only then that philanthropy and charvity, a love
of fame and love of virtue worky 'at the minds of men and
induces them to open their purse string aund make the endowments
and foundations for educational purposes. And who will deny
that none of these motives in favour of English education exist
in Bengal.  And is it at all strange that private donations are
neither large nor numerous for the maintenance of eolleges and
schools T And when this source of Revenue for the diifusion
of education which exists in other countries is cut of in this
by its peculiar condition in what manner should this deficiency
be supplied, except by the liberal from the state?
3rd. The proposed discontinuance of State education to the
middle class of the people who compose the majority in our
eolleges and schools, has naturally filled the mind of all educated
natives with fear and suspicion. This proposal, unlike others of
a more sectional character made by Government from time to
time, affects the interest of cvery class of mative ermmunity, It
is therefore most carnestly hoped that Iis Graco the Sccrotary
in Council for India will give all considcrations to the grave and
momentous question which involves the dearest and holiest
interest of the millions of the inhabitants of 'the country whose
well-being  and prospeviky is entirusted into lis hands.
(Sd) Krisuva Kuvar Sew,
ety
Dixaspore St June, 27¢h 1870,
p
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XXVII
RESOLUTIONS.

1. Taar this mecting while admitting the duty of the
Glovernment to apply o part of its vesources to the Vernacular
education of the masses, protests strongly against the proposed
withdtawal of the state assistance from English education in
Bengal ; inasinuch as it will throw the management and support
of our English schools and colleges upon the middle class
people, who alone appreciate the benefit of snch education, whose
civcumstances are not &0 prosperous as to enable them to
undertake unassisted sucly an onergus and vesponsible task ; it
will Le virtually put a stop to high education of the country.

2. That this meeting is also deliberately of opinion that the
progress of vernacular education 'of this country is entively
dependent on that of the English ag is evident from the fact
that the vernacular language has been enriched by the labor of
the English-educated natives,

3. That this meeting therefore considers it highly necessary
to memorialige the Secrctary of Stute for India in Council through
the British Indian Associution in Calcutta on the unjustness
and inexpediency of the education policy of the Supreme
Government as published in the Supplement to the India Gazette
dated Tth May 1870,

4. That this meeting further considers it desirable to request
the British Indian Association in co-operation with the Kast
India  Association in London to adopt such measures as to
arouse public opinion and secure the sympathy of the British
Public in favor of the continuance of the state assistance to
English education,
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BOGRAH.
XXVIILL

A Pusric Meeting of the Native inhabitants of Bograh was
held on Sunday the 26th June 1870, to discuss the propriety or
otherwise of memonializing His Grace the Secretary of State for
India on the subject of the proposed withdrawal of state’
assistance  from  English  Education in this country ; the
committee considering that such memorial under the present
circumstances is essentially necessary: have resolved to co-
operate with the central committee at Caleutta, and to abide by
their deeision. The Committee will be happy to contribute
according to their means; if required in'the furtherance of the
views of the central committee on the subject.

Curypra Rakuana Vaso,

AND 4150 OTHERS.

MURSHEDABAD.
BERITAMPUR.
XXIX

Ox the 2ith Juue current at a meeting Leld i the Grant
Tall in Berhamypur for the purpose of taking into consideration
the present policy of Government bearing on the question of the
proposed withdrawal of Imperial aid from English education

were present.

Raja Narendra Narayana Raya.
Rev. Lala Vehari Day.

Balbus  Prava masnna Mookerjee.
. Raujiva Lochana Raya,

. Pulina Veharvi Sena.
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Pandita Gangadhara Kavivatna Kaviraja,

Balbus  Prana Krishna Vagehi.

’ Vangidhara Raya.

. Gangagovinda Bhattacharji.

- Digamvara Bisvasa.

" Bankima Chandra Chatterii. B. A,
59 Haridasa Ghosh.

” Kedar Natha Mahaga.

2 Srinatha Mookerji.

’ Gopi Chand Setia.
Raja Dhanapati Singha  Dughar Bahadur.
Babus Hari 8ing Boid.

" Gurudasa Banerji, M. A,

. Dina Natha Ganguli.

2 Matilala Tanenji.

” Akshaya Cumara Sarakara,
" Sasibhushana Mooketji.

2 Isana Chandra Raya.

- Syamacharana Dhatta.

s Joya Narayana Vasu,

5 Nilamani ‘Ganguli.

” Syama Charana Mookorji.

5 Ramagati Nyayarvatna.

2 Ananda Lala Ganguli.

’» Grisa Chandra.

2 Kirtic Chandra Dancyji.

2 DBhavani Kissori Chakravarti.
2 Ganga Charana Nandi,

2 Kedara Natha Sanyala.
sy Kaliprasada Ghosh,

And many other gentlemen. Letters came from Newab
Mansur Ali Khan Bahadoor and Newah Lain-ul-abdeen Khan
Bahadoor expressing their regret for their inability to attend the
meeting in consequence of ill-health. Lettors to the same eflect
also came from HMurrckehand Galecha and  Hurrukehand
Nowbeekha &e,
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The work of the Committec began at 3-30 p. u by the clee
tion of Raja Narendranavayan Ray Bahadoor as the Iresident
who made an opening specch to the following effect

«“ It affords me great pleasure to see that our country-
men can unite together to discuss o question which toa very
great extent affects the welfare of our country. Very probably
you are all aware of tlie object for which we have this day met’
together : we are to take into consideration the present policy
of our Government with regard to the withdrawal of the state
aid from English cducation. &e. &c.

Babu Rajivalochana Raya in moving the first resolution made
some remarks and gave a rapid sketeh of the educational history
of the country under the Hindu, the Mahomedan and the English
Governments in succession aud said: “ Ls the great literature
of England and Scotland incapable of developing the intellect, and
is Bengali literature better  capable of doing it ? Is Bengali
Titevature richer und purer than the Fuglish or is it not wholly
insufficient for any ecdweational  purpose? If it is so why is
English education sought to be sacrificed to the Bengal? Is it
aiding intellectual development to proseribe the study of foreign
Tanguages? Will it help the intellectual progress of England to
proscribe in the schieme of English education the study of Latin
and Greek, French and German, Every branch of Dinperial admi-
nistration pays itself wholly or in part. The Military, the ordinary
Public works and the Edueational Departments are alone unpro-
ductive—Is that a ground for interfering with the present system
of education. Abolish then the public works too. Put down edu-
cation if you like, because it does not hring in a revenue, bub it
will not be cheap. Put down cducation and you will have to in-
crease the military and the police.  You will have to substitute
physical for moral forces. The native who has received an English
cducation appreciates the English Ctovernment hest and s the
strongest bond, alimoat the only conneeting link of sympathy he-
tween Governors aud the Governed. Tlemove him from his place
and the Governors and the overned will not know each other, the
English educated native is the most loyal subject of (he British
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Governmenl the troubles of 183738 proved him Lo be such.
Everywhere he stood firm to the English cause and after
suffered for the English causec.

1st, that this meeting, while feeling deeply grateful to Lhe
British Government for the manifold benefits, which it has con-
ferred on the people of this country, by diffusing education
through the medium of the English language, cannot but contem-
plate with the greatest sorrows the proposed withdrawal of State
aid from English education.

This resolution was secondod by Babu Baikanthanatha Sena

who made some remarks as follows :

“We all are grateful to the Government for the diffusion.
of English education ;and hear that the Government will no
longer continue any  aid to English education is not =a
matter of little sorrow for ws: Our giief is proportionate
1o the bencfits we have derived from the knowledge convey-
el to us through themedium of English languago. To think
that what has emboldened and impelled us to convene this
meeting for questioning the soundness of a Covernment policy
will no longer be the lot of future generations is veally heart-
rending. ¥ ® e * * *
The unhealthy state of the finances ¢an no doubt with some
shew of reason be put forward as a cause but is it suflicient to
justify such a policy * * If a deficit has been caused by the
Llonders of a Minister, a tax and a heavy tax too on the
nation ought to he sufficient for the correction of that mistake
but to make a deficit of a year a ground for a permancnt cur-
tailment of an item of expenditure for public good is unsound in
principle and can receive sanction from no quarter.”

Babu Pulinavehari Sena in moving the second resolution ex-
pressed himsclf in the following words.

“In rising to move the 2nd resolution I heg to obscrve that
although it is desivable to encourage Vernacular education, it
should never be at the expense of  that more important education
which is imparted through the medium of the Inglish language,
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It does not vequire muclr argument {o convince one that lo
withdraw Government aid from High English Education will be
to put down India into the depths of ignorance and super-
stition with their thousand attendant evils from which it has only
begun to emerge. * * ¥ * The Vernacular language  is
in a crude state totally unfit yet for that pliancy, copionsness and
emergy without which a language can never sufficiently be made
the channel for imparting knowledge of the liberal arts, literature,
philosophy and science and without which it is but idle to hope for
the regeneration of a nation or its capacity of appreciating the
blessings of a liberal Government. If theve is one thing more
necessary for the bettering of Tndia than another, it is Science,
Indin has been from her infancy cuwinently imaginative and
Lience superstitions.  Science alone can dissipate her fumes of 14
idealising and her dependence upon the supernatural. This Sci-
ence the Vernacular language is inadequate to give expression
to. * £ 3 £ *

2nd  That this mecting fully recognizes the importance of
educating all clagses of the community and would hail measures
for indigenous eduacation that would not involve the restriction
or vepression of the Iligher or English education.

Babu Syama Charana Dhatta seconded the resolution and
said « when I say that Vernacular education is a necessity with
us I think I speak for the whole nation ; no one ought to say
or can say anything against the Vernacular edueation, why it
would be simply absurd to expect to sec one with a liberal
education but not properly educated in the Vernacular. Bat
cousidering the present state of Society and the march of intellect
Vernacular education alone does not constitute the whole of the
education that is necessary.

Babu Dhanapati Singha Dughar Raya DBahadur then rose to
move the third resolution and spoke as follows :—

“T deeply regret the misfortune which is likely to  Defall on
Bengal should the resolution of our Government to withdraw
Tmperial aid from English education be carvied into cffeet. 1In
Consequence of the disturbances of 1357 the Clovernment had
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ineurred @ debl of about 50 crores but even at that time 1k was
never contemplated that educational expenses should be cwr-
tailed : We fail to see why then our worthy Government now
think of giving up the cause of English cducation. It is again
a mistake to suppose that Government alone bears the whole
burden of expense.  Even more than half the expense is borne
by us.  We also are always inclined to contribute our share of
expenses for special occasions.  Sueh heing the state of things
the unenlightened portion of the community may think that
overnment is envying the spread of education here and we
would he very sorry if such a nation be entertained by any class
of men regarding our good and liberal Government.

3rd.  That it is crroncous o sapposc that those who resort to
inglish Schools and Colleges are educated solely at the expense
of the State, inasinuch as the fees and subscriptions raised from
private source amount to more than half of the total amount of
Imperial Expenditure on the higher education in Bengal.

Jabu Akshaya Charana Sarakara in rising to second the third
resolution made some remarks and concluded thus. ¢ The impres-
sion therefore that woe are taught ont of the public exchequer
15 erroneous and not borne out by facts and the policy that it
generates is equally  prejudicial to the governed, the governor
dre, &e.”

Babu Matilala Banerji in moving the 4th resolution said that
“if Government ealculates on native resources alone for English
education it ought in thoe first place to sce whether there is a
suficient number of rich men in the country who can undertake
to discharge this onerous duty of educating the future gencra-
tions.  The wealth of Bengal like tho old man’s story lies in
the soil. This act of Government would tend to undo the good
that they have done, The timo is yet far distant when Govern-
ment could safely entrust the course of English education to the
hands of the natives of this country.

4th.  That the foregoing resolutions be laid before the Com-
mittee of the Dritish Indian Association for submission to the
public meeting to be held(in Caleutia on the 2nd July next for
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the consideration of this suljeet and that Babu Dinanath
Ganguly be requested to see this resolution cavried into effect.

Babu Sasiblinshina Mookerji scconded this resolution and said
that it is not at all likely that a deaf car should T turned to
our wailings in England, &c.

(8d.) Rua Nirespra Navavava Bauavur.
Cheirman.

JUNGIPORE.
XXX

A a meeting of the inhabitants of Jungipore, in the Disbriet
of Moorshedabad, held at the premises. of the late Daboo Ramlal
Singh on the 26th Junc 1870, Baboo Jodoo Nath Mookerjea

in the chair, the fullowing Resolutions were passed,

1. That the Resolution of the Government of India regarding
“all English Education” as “ bigh education,” and  withholding
the State Grant for purposes of high edueation iz to he strongly
depreeated.

2. That in the opinion of this meeting the financial em-

barragsments of the State would ‘not in the least he removed by

withdrawing the State Grant ; * *

3. That acopy of the above Licsolutions be forwavded to the
Secrctary to the British Indian Association for the information of
tho Mecting to be convened on the 2nd proximo, for diseussing the
Lduentional policy of the Government of Indix,

4. That this meoting express thely unanimous approval of tle
course, which will be adopted by the Dritish Indian Association.

5. That Babu Gouwrsoonder Chowdry, a Zemindar of ihis
Sub-District, be appointed to represent the views of 1t inhabitanty
on the subject.

6. That Buhu Kristo Bullub Bni and Kaliprosad Gooplo be
appointed Joint Seeretarics to report the proceedings of this

4
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rieeting aud carry on the necessary correspoudence with the
British Tndian Association.
(Sd.) JaprNatua MOOKERJEA,
Chairman.

Krisuva Varrava Hava,

N } Sceretaries.
Kaur Prasapa Gupra,

MALDALL
XXXI

A1 a Mecting hield pursuant to the requisttion of the Scere-
tary of the British Indian Association ab Maldahfin the house of
Dr. Dwarkanatha Chatterji on Sunday the 26th June 1870

Present
Pandita Govindakanta Vidyablnshana,
Bubu Satukanta Mukerji,

» Rojaninatha Chatterjy,— Head Master.

» Iswarachandra Khasnavis,—Dy. Inspector of Schools.

» Bhuvanamohana Chatlerji,—Zaspector of Post Offices.

} Deputy Magistrates,

Gosvami [ans Giri, }Zcmiudars
Balu Parcsanatha Choudhuri,
», Lalavehari Lahudi, ‘]I
Janaki Natha Newei
? =7 b Pleaders.

» Indranarayana Raya,
»  Trailokya Natha Mukerji, J
» Isana Chundra Sena,—Income-Tux Assessor.
,» Peari Mohana Sena,
5,  Ram Jadub Bose,
» Kali Sundara Ghataka,
»  Uma Charana Mukerji,
Pandita Rajivalochana Tarkabagisa,
Babus Radha Kisore Chakravarti
» Srinatha Mojoomdar,
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Babus Mahima Chundra Gliose,

»  Dwarkanatha Chatterji,—Clivil Medical Officer.

and about 100 other residents of the district.

Pundita Govindakanta Vidyabhushana was voted to the chair.

Read Babu Joteendro Mohun Tagore’s civcular letter of the
18th June 1870 and the object of the meeting explained.

Babu Rajaninatha Chatterji, Sita Kanta Mukerji, Dwarka
Natha Chlatterji, Guruprasada Sena, Kalisunder Ghataka,
Gosiami Mohendra Gira avd Peari Mohana Sena, dwelt at some
length on the disadvantages Indin would suffer under if the State
assistance to education be withdrawn, on the calamity that
would fall on Iundia if English education be discouraged, on the
siceessity for immediate action and appeal to the Home Govern-
ment, the DBritish Parliament or cven to the foot of the Throne
if need be &e. &e,

TRead a letter from Babu Brajasundra Moittra regretting his
inability to attend the meeting and expressing his feelings on

the subject by the following quotatioas.
efutartad goide woiren AFETAR |
NEYYIIeT T, AACS FRaAi i o
amitz fawaiataimaseaigaainfa
#fAs! fASISIAT (32 SCTIR

Aenifaszis fagtgad |
Chuirman.
The following resolutions were passed :
RESOLUTIONS.

1. That in the opinion of this Committee the present Educa-
tionul policy of the Government is a retrograde movement and
that the withdrawal of State aid from colleges and schools will
retard the progress of Education in India.

9. That this meeting highly approve of the intention of Go-

vernment to cducite the masses, but they arc of opinion that to
afford such education at the expease of ligh English education



is unsound in principle and will vetard the intelleetual progrese
of the people.

3. That this mecting approve of theproposition of the DBritish
Tndian Association to memorialize the Secretary of State against
the present educational policy of the Government of India.

4. That a copy of these proceedings be forwarded to Babu
Joteendro Mohun Tagore with a vequest that he will lay before
the Caleuttn Meeting the expression of the opinions and feelines

O

of the inhabitants of this disirict on this important subject,

DACCA ~DIVISION.

DACCA.

XXXII

SIEETING held 2nd July 1870, Babu Opendeanath  Mittva 1.
the Chadr

1sr RESOLUTION.

Tuar this wmecting, consisting of representatives from all sec
tiony of the communily here, views with aliem the intention
of the Supreme Govertment, «s expressed in its Resolutions of
the Sth September and 31st Mavch last gradually to withdraw
all State support from the  present system of English educa-
iion.

28n RESOLUTION.

That, in the opinon of this meeting, the English Education
inparted in the Government Colleges and Schools, has heen
profuctive of the most heneficial vesults ; by giving a powerful
impetus to moral  and intcllectual advancement ; by placing
the people in - a position to develope the material resources of
the country, and tmprove aud rveform their tuanners, cuslows
e socinl institutions 5 and hy diffusing, through the medium of
the edneated elasses, o spirit of loyali ¥ aud respeet for the  huws
thrvughout the entive population,
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3un LEsoLurioN.

That the eonfidence created in the minds of the people hy
the ropeated declarations of the Dritish Government, that it
was its desire to ““ confer upon the Natives of India, thosc vast
moral and matevial blessings which flow from the general diffu-
sion of useful knowledge,” will be scriously weakened, if the
Queen’s Government now recedes from the  enlightened and
benevolent policy, initiated and consistently pursued by the
East India Company.

4111 RESoLUTION.

That the Colleges and Schools for instruction in English ave
resorted to almost entively by the children of the middle and
poorer clagses of the conununity, wost of whom are not able
to mcet the expenses of wr English’ Jdueation, even under the
present system, without  great difliculty. - Any attempt, there-
fore, on the part of Government, to vender such cducation sclf-
supporting, by the introduction of any sudden or vadieal change,
would be prowature j and would Lhave the ofteet of closing the
door against the vast majority of that class of students  which
now attends thoese  institutions:

Jru_REsoLurioN.

That, while consideving it to he desivable that a morve extend-
cd system of Vernacular Todueation should Le inwodueed, con-
currently with the present system of English  Edueation, in
accordance with the plan sct forth in the great Education Des-
patch of 1854, this mceling desives to bring to  prominent notice
the fact, that the classes who lave had the advantage of an
Inglish Education, Tuve helped to diffuse among the masses, the
benefits they have themselves received, by creativg an eulight-
ened indigenous  vernaculur literature, promoting the establish-
ment of chicf grants-in-aid schools all over the country ; and
hy exercising o beneficial influcnce over  all
population.

seetions of  thc

G111 REsornyrion,
That, any nicasure having for its object, the more geneyal
diffusion of the blesdngs of cducaiion, by diverting the funed
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now employed in imparling education in English toward some
system of popular elementary Vernacular education will defaut
its own object.

71 RESOLUTION.,

That a Committee consisting of Baboos Upendra Nauth
Mibtra, Somenauth Mukhopadya, Chaitanya Krislma DBasack,
Syama Kanta Chutterjea, and Dino Nauth Sen, be appointed
on the part of this meeting, to draw up a memorial to Her Ma-
Jesty’s Secretary of State for India, embodying the views of this
meeting ; and to submit it to His Grace along with the petition
from the DBritish Indian Association,

8t RESoLuTION,

That a Telegram be seut just now to the meeting that is going
to take place this evening at the Town Hall, Caleutta, informing
them of the proceedings: of this ‘mecting-

BIKRUMPUR.

XXXIIT
it
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FURREEDPORLE.
XXXIV
Sir,—T have the lionor to acknowledge the receipt of your
Tetter dated 15th June 1570 and in reply to state that in accor-

dance with the wishies of the Comitlee of the Dritish Indian
Associalion @ public mceting of the residents of Furrcedpore
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was held on Bunday the 20th idem. Tt was largely attended by
vepresentative of the middle class of this distriet.

I am desived by the meeting to say that as no person can he
sent from thig place to Calcutta you will he so good ag to lay the
following resolutions passed by it before the public meecting to
be held at the Town Hall on the 2nd July next.

Ar a Meeting of the inhabitants of Furrcedpore hold on the
20th June, 1870 on the c¢dueation question the following Resolu.
tions were passed :

1st. That this Meeting deeply deplores the announcement
made by the Indian Government of its intention to stop all
State grants for English Education, Such a measure cannot bub
be highly detrimental to- the infellectual improvement of the
whole people.

2nd. That this meeting unanimously fecls the urgent noces-
sity and desirability of memorializing the Secretary of State
for India in Council on the subject of the illiberal oducational
policy of the Indian Govermment.

3rd. That thiy meeting distinetly and fully declares the
inability of the middle classes, at least of this disirict, to pro-
vide for the English Education of their children unless assisted,
as hitherto, by the Government of the country.

4th.  That this meeting, therefore, expresses a hearty sym-
pathy and agrecment with the views of the grand Public Meeting
convened by the British Indian Association, and will co-operate
with it as far as practicable, in any steps thercin resolved upon.

5th.  That this meeting appreciates the importance of edu-
cating the mass of the people namely artizans, husbandmen d&c,
but deems it both unnccessary and impolitic to sacrifice the
interests of the middle classes for those of the lower orders.

6th.  That this meeting sincerely expresses the gratitude of
this District for the patriotic spivit displayed by the Duitish:
Indian Assoclation.

I have &e.,

{(&1)  Kanvpasa Mukersy,
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SERAJGUNGI.
XXXV

Wit a view to place Lefore the Dritish Indian Association
the sense of the native inhabitants of Serajounge the present
educativnal policy of the Government of India notified in the
supplement to the Caleutta Gazette of the Tth May 1870, a
meeting of the native commuuity of Serajgung was convened
on the evening of th~ 27th June 1870 and the following resolu-
tions were passed.

1. That inasmuch as the present educational policy of the
CGovernment of India of withdrawing the State allowances from
all Colleges and Schools and of increasing the rates of fees
thervein chargeable, is caleulated to vetard the progress of edun-
cation by shutting those Colleges und Scliools from the middle
clags inhabitants, who are the real senders of children to such
Colleges and  Schools, this meeting is of opinion that the
sald poliey will be productive  of serious conseguence to the
welfure of the inhabitants at lavee, and as such should Le huwm-
Ly and respectfully protested ngainst in a wemorial to Her
Majesty's Secretary of State in Council {or India and that this
weeting act, in concert with the British Judian  Association, who
are about to take measure to this eflvct,

1I. That the meeting appoint Bubu Blogobulty Churn
Mookerjea to act as their 1epresentative in the British Tndian
Assoctation at their proposed meeting on the 2und July 1870,
and should Babu Bliogobutty Churn Mookerjee be unable to
reach Caleutta before the day fixed, the British Indian Associy-
tion be requested to act as the representative of this meeting.

1I1. That while fully alive to the grave importance of edu-
cating the masses, this meeting cannot help thinking it njudiei-
ous to attord such education, however important to the ruin of
¥nglish education which in fact is the keystone of all improve
ment of the country.

IV, That the meeting appoint the following gentlemen to
compose a committee to correspond with the British Indiun Asso-
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ciation in their behalf Babus Kaliprosunno Mookerjea, Sreenath
Gupto, Dwarkanath Poramanick, and Babu Kylash Chunder
Paul.
V. That a copy of these Resolutions be forwarded to the
British Indian Association for their information.
Kany Prossuxyo MooKERIEA,
and 127 others,

BACKERGUNGE.

BURRISAUL.
XXXVI
To
Toe HoNoRARY StCRETARY
Bririsu Inpian AssocraTion.
&e., &e., &e.,

Tur Committee regret that they cannot send a representative

to be present in the mecting of the 2nd proximo (as Burrisal is
more than § days journey from Caloutta) but they take this oppor-
tunity of informing the meeting of the 2nd July mext through
you of their sincere determination to co-operate with whatever
ig proposed to be done in the meeting of that day.
I am further directed to request that you will kecp the Com-
mittee informed of the proceedings of the meeting of 2nd July
nest and of all the other meetings that may from time to time be
held for the purpose of carrying into effect to resolutions of that
Meeting.

As the proceedings were in the vernacular the resolutions are
forwarded exactly in the same shape as they were put and
carried.

I have &e.,
Durea Monan Dasa,

Sceretary.
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A Mrrrmve was held on the 27th June at which the following
Tesolutions were passed.

Proposed by Baboo Durga Mohun Dass scconded by Daho®
Nobin Chunder Roy and carried unanimonsly.

I That in the opinion of this mecting the resolution of the
Government of India published in the Supplement to the Gazetle
of Tadia dated the Tth May last wherein it is proﬁosed to with-
draw gradually all state aid from English schools and eolleges is
fraught with danger and ominous of evil to the inhabitants of
Bengal.

Proposed by Baboo Peary Lall Roy B. A. B. L. and seconded
by the Government Pleader Baboo Abhoya Nundo Dass, and
carried  unanimously.

Il That in the opinion of this ‘meeting it iy impossible
that the English schools of the District should remain in theiv
present eflicient stabe, 1f the atd of the Government were ardu-
ally withdrawn from themr inasmuch as the time has not arrived
when the people of Dengal ean' afford to bear all the expenses
of an English education themsclves.

Proposed by DBaboo Chundee Churm oy and scconded by
Daboo Chunder Nauth Sen, - Mohalanavish, and. carried unani-
monsly.

1L That in the opinion’of this meeting it is expedient te
memorialize the Seeretary of State agninst the recent changes
in the educational policy of the Government of India and fov
that purpose to co-operate with the Dritish Indian  Associntion
in all that is done with the object of carrying this resolution
into eflect.

Proposed by Daboo Deno Dundeo Sen B, A, and B. 1.,
and seconded by Baboo Drindabun Chunder Chuckerbutty and
carried unanimously.

1V. That with the object of putting themselves in com-
munication with the B. 1. Association and for the purpose
of concerting measures i consnltution with {hat Associa
tion for caveying that vesolution into effect a Commities of

the following gentlemen be appointed with power to add (o



hix

their sivinher ;. Baboos Teary Lall Roy, Nobin Chunder Roy,
Kalla Chand Chatberjea, Shavoop Chunder Ghose, Sarada Prosad
Roy, Durga Mohun Doss Secretary, Oomesh Chunder Ghose
Assistant Scerctary.

V. Proposed by Babu Ooma Kant Chatterjea M. A, B. L.
and seconded by Baboo Oomesh Chunder Ghose B. A., B. L.
and carried unanimously. That as it is too late to send a
representative from this meeting to be present in the mecting
of the 2nd July next, a copy of these resolutions be forwarded
o the Sceretary to the B. I Association with a letter 1equesting
him to keep this comimittee informed of all their proccedings in
this matter and assuring him of this mecting’s hearty co-operation
and sympathy with the objects of the meeting of the 2nd July
next.

MYMENSING.
XXXVIL

A7 A Meeting leld at Babu Jadava Chandra Gosvami's
residence on the 23nd June last atfended by about 100 men
resprosentative Zemindarg, Talookdars, Government servants and
professional men, Babu Gopl Krishna Banerji was proposed to the
chair,

The DTresident opened the proceedings of the meeting by
introducing to the gentlemen a letter received from: the Secretary
of the B. 1. Association regarding the proposed withdrawal of
Ly Government of state assistance to English education in this
country.

The President spoke about the desirability of co-operating with
the Association in the purposes of the meeting to be held by them,
after which Babu Tavini Prasad Roy moved the first resolution.

I. That this mecting has learned with extreme regret
the proposal of Government to withdvaw to a cortatn exient
stateassistance to English cducation in this ecuntry and s the
members here present one and all think it but just and proper
to give theiv humble support fo the British Indian Association
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to ils pwrpose of eonsidering the propriety of memorializing His
Grace the Secvctary of Staute for Indin on the subject of the
proposed withdvawal of state assistance to English education in
this country.

It was secconded by Dabu Jadava Chundra Gosvami B. A,
and supported by Babu Krishna Sundara Ghose.

The resolution was then put to vote and was passed
unanimously.

Babu Dhagavana Chundra Sena then moved the 2nd resolu-
tion.

II. That the members of this meeting thinking it inconveni-
ent and almost impossible for them to attend in due time the
meeting to be held by the B. T. Association take this oppor
tunity to express to the said Association the sentiinent of this
district regarding the proposals of the Government.

The resolution on being seconded by S. C. Nauth Esq., and
supported by Babu Kalinatha Dhara B. L. was put to vote and

passed unanimously.

III. That a sclect commibtee consisting of DBahus Girija
Kanta Lahuri, Jadava Chundra Gosvami, B. A., Madana
Mohana Ghose, Kishna Sundara Ghose and 8. C. Nauth
Esq., be appointed to draw up a letter to the address of
Babu Joteendro Mohun Tagere disclosing the sentiments of
the inhabitants of this district regarding the proposal of the
Government and that the same when circulated amongst the
public together with true proceedings of this mecting be scnt
to the Sceretary of the B. I. Association. It was proposed by
Babu Tarini Prasada Roya and was seconded by Babu Isana
Chundra Chakravarti B. L., and passed unanimously.

Babu Girija Kanto then read the 4th resolution,

That copies of the procecdings of the mecting together
with the letters fo be sent to the Seeretary of the British Indian
Association be forwarded to the influential and educated men in
the interior, who have not heen able to be preseut at this
weeling requesting them to give their opinion on the pointy
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raised in the meeting aund that all answers when veceived be
submitted to the B. I. Association.

1t was seconded by Babu Harisa Chundra Bagsee and by
Babu Rutan Mani Gupto,

The resolution was approved and passed unanimously.

(Sd.) Japava CHUNDRA Gosvamr,
and about 35 others.

CHITTAGONG  DIVISION.
NOAKHALLY.

XXXVII

Procuepives of a meeting held at ‘the Bengali school house
al Noakhuli on the evening of the 24th June for the purpose
of eliciting the state of native opinion at this station regardhig
the proposed withdrawal of state assistance to English education
and co-operating with the British Indian Association for memo-
rialiging his Grace the Secretary of State for Tndia on the subject.

The meeting was attended by most of the respectable natives
of the place. Babu Jagadisa Nath Raya being called to the chair
opened the proceedings by explaining to the gentlemen present
the object of the meeting and briefly recited the bListory of the
progress of education in this country.

Moved by Baboo Iuripersaud Newgee and seconded by Babu
Luckhicant Roy.

1. Thatin the opinion of this meeting the proposed with-
drawal of state assistance from English education in this country
is premature and will lead to the closing of most of the schoolg
and colleges in Bengal.

In moving the above resolution the Babu adverted to the fact
that the great majority of our English students especially in the
Moflussil stations come from the middle classes whose incomes
are barely suflicient to maintain themselves, From some statis-
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wiew of  the Noakluli Euglish School whiel hie defailed it appenc:
ed that the average neome of the zuardians of the boys atiend
e this school was abont 30 Rs and the cost of edueating cach
pupil about 4 of this mmount the pupils pay only 4 ab present
and he detailed on the havdships into which a sudden withdrawal

of state aid would invelve the residents heve,

Dabu Lakshmikanta Raya in scconding the above resolulion
stated that this Distriet is not yet sufficiently advanced in
oduention and enlightenment to enable its people to help them-
selves in the matter of high or English edu-eation.

Moved by Babu Odoychand Dutt and sceonded Ly Dabu
Adwadyachurn Dutt.

{I. That while recognizing the importance and necessity of
edaeation for the people gencrally in the Vernacular, this mweet-
ing is of opinion that the progress of popular education should
by no means supersede English  Edueation for the higher nad
middle classes.

The Babu dwelt specially on the services that the educated
natives have donc to the eountry by cstablishing Schools and
*atshalas and zealously and intelligently superintending the edu-
cation therein imparted. e demonstrated that unless the upper
and middle classes were simultancously educated and enlightencd
popular education would not sncceed with Governmens aid alone.
He also dwelt upon the daty of England towards India in raising
her in the scale of nations by imparting to her the learning and
civilization of the west.

Babu Atulya Chandra Chatterji moved the 3rd resolution
which was seconded by Babu Rajarama Mukerji.

IIT. That in the opinion of this mecting the state grant for
educational purposes is mneither exorbitant nor unprecedented,
and that further aid in addition to what is now granted may
fairly be given out of imperinl funds for promoting popular
cdiention.

The speeches were all in Vernacular, as mauy present did not
understand English,
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CHOTA NAGPORE DIVISION.

MANBHUM, PURULIA.

XXXIX

PROCEEDINGS of a meeting of the native inhabitants of the
Town of Purulia in the district of Manbhum held on Thursday
last, 23rd June, 1870, for the purpose of considering the greab

LEducational questien,
PRESENT.
Babu Xalicharana Datta,
5, Vimalananda Mukerji,
,,  Navinachandra Pala,
,,  Hansesvara Mukerji,
,,»  Uttamakishna Sarakara,
,,  Rama Nrisinghaditya,,
5  Niyamat Ulla,
,»  Kailasachandra Chatterji,
»  Umacharana Raya,
.,  Paresanatha Ghosha,
»  Kshetramohana Ghataka,
.,  Bankavehari Sarakara,
,,  Syamalala Datta,
,  Gopikrishna Mukerji,
,,  Dinavandhu Bhattacharya,
,»»  Rupachanda Mukerji,
And others.

Proposed by Babu Kalicharana Datta and seconded by all the
members that Babu Navinachandra Pala be president.

Proposed by Babu Hansesvara Mukerji and seconded by Babu
Kalicharana Datta that Babu Bankavehari Sarakara be the
Secretary.

Read a letter from Babu Joteendro Mohun Tagore, Honerary
Secretary, British Indian Association, inviting the inhabitants of
the District of Manbhum to convene a2 meeting and send their
opinion on the great Education question.

$
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Babu Kalicharana Datta said that English Education has
done great good to the country. He said that the Chota-
Nagpore Province is the most backward in this respect, the
people are generally poor and could hardly pay for their education
The education of the masses is indeed desirable, but to raise the
intellectual and moral character of the people he considers that
vernacular and English education must go hand in band. He
moreover said that education is just in its infant state and
without the fostering care of the British Government, it cannet
thrive. If therefore he observed state aid be withdrawn {rom
English Bducation it would be a suicidal policy, &e.

Babu Hansesvara Mukerji after dwelling for sometime on
the benefits of English education said that a memorial should be
submitted to his Grace the Secretar'y of State to continue state aid
to English education. ‘

Babun Gopikrishna Mukerji said th at English Education should
not in his opinion be stopped so soon, it has yet mueh to do in
way of civilizing the couunbry. The circumstances of the
people are not such as to bear the heavy expenses of liberal
Education and that he admits the urgent necessity of re-
presenting to his Grace.

Babu Dinavandhu Bhattacharya said that in his opinion the
country owes its present grandeur solely to English education,
and that this edueation could never have been given if Govern-
ment did not talte the burden of expense. He said that the
people are generally poor and that their position is not so ad-
vanced as bo be able to bear all the charges of an expensive
education and that the withdrawal of state aid would be putting
astop to the educational career of the people which in Lis
opinion has been but half pursued.

A discussion ensued in which several gentlemen took part.
The members then came to the following resolutions.

Tnz following Resolutions were passed at a Meeting of the
Native Inhabitants of Purulia held on the 23rd June.
Tuat they one and all unanimously protest against the anti-
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Euglish Education policy of the Government, inasmuch, as it iz
highly injurious to the educational interests of the country.

That they deem it expedient to memorialize His Grace the
Secretary of State against the present educational policy of tho
Government, and they heartily agree to co-operate with the British
Indian Association in the adoption of measures which might be
best caleulated to secure State aid to Euglish Education.

That Hon'ble Babu Issur Chunder Ghosal, Member of the
Bengal Legislative Couneil and Talookdar, be requested to act
as representative for the Distriet of Maubhum in the great
education Meeting to be held in Caleutta on the 2ad of July
next.

(3¢}, DAYKAVEHARL SARAKARA

Seeretary to the Bdueational Meeting, Purulic
and about 100 gentlemen.

ASSANL DIVISION.

GOWIATTY.
XL
ResoLuTion i
Tuat in the opinion of this meeting the present educational
policy of the Government of India as announced in the Supple-
ment to the Caleutta Gazette of the Tth ultimo is fraught with
danger to the best interests of the country and calenlated to
retard the progress of education in Bengal inasmuch as the
inevitable result of such policy will be by the withdrawal of
state aid from the national seats of learning and increasing the
cost of English education to place that education beyoud the
masses of most of those who had sent their children to English
Schools and Colleges.
Resorvrion 1L
That while feeling the urgent importance of meusures cal-
culated to educate and intellectually clevate the mawz of the
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population of this country this meeting is of opinion that to

afford such education to the neglect of English education is

unsound in principle and subversive of that harmony which should

exist between the middle and lower orders of our Society.
Resorurion III.

That the members of this meeting have learnt with the
‘greatest pleasure that a grand meeting moved by the B. I.
Association will be held at Calcutta to petition Her Gracious
Majesty the Queen protesting against this impolitic resolution
of Covernment, This meeting, therefore, unanimously resolve
that these resolutions, at which they have arrived be sent to
the Secrctary to the British Indian Association to be laid
before the said convocation as an index of their opinion and
feeling on this important matter.

HeyvcuuaANDrRA BARwaH,
and several others.

GOALPARA.

XL1
To
Tue Hosorary SECRETARY
Buitisy TNDIAN ASSOCIATION,
Calcutta.

Sir,—With reference to your letter of the 13th instant I have
the honor to inform you that a Meeting was held on the after-
noon of Sunday the 19th instant at 4 p. M., in the premises
of the (oalpars Hitovidhaini Sabha for devising the best
meuns for representing the Government about the subject of
withdrawing all aid to high-class education in Bengal and a
resolution has been passed by the select members for sending a
memorial to the Sceretary of State for India.

The Meeting was composed of the following gentlemen Rai
Cloonabhi Ram Buroouh Bahadoor, Babu Pudolochan Dass, Babu
Joygopaul Rukhit, Babu Okhoy Coomar Bose, Babu Suda Rum
Doss, Babu Judo Nuuth Bunerjee.
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The Members have not as yet been able to come to the conclu-
sion whether they will send their Memorial through the Britisk
Indjan Association or otherwise. The result will be made known

afterwards.
T have the Honor to be,
Sir,
Your'’s most Obt. Servant,
Oxnoy CooMAR Bosk.
SECOND MEETING.
To

Basu JoTEEXDRA MonuN TAGORE,
Honorary Secretary.
British, Indign - A ssociation.
LEIR !
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Prernv Ram Cueowbpry,
and 100 others.

—————

BEHAR.

BHAUGULPORE.
XLIT

ProceEDINGS of a meeting of the residents of Bhaugulpore held
this day (30th June) in the Old School House of the Station.
PrESENT.
Moulavi Wahi-ud-din Khan Bahadur,
Babu  Viajamohana Thakura.
’ Haragouriprasada.
Moulavi Hafiz Hosein.
Babu Sardhari Lall,
Shaieck Al Hassein.
Meer  Ashrat Ali
Moulavi Mohommad Hazuk.
. Wazul Hugq.
" Hascin Askari.
Shah Shumraffuth Hassein.
Babu  Gopalchandra Sarakara.
" Atulyacharana Mallika.
And others.
Meulavi Wahi-ud-din being voted to the Chair the following
resolutions were unanirnously passed.
t That the proposed Education Policy of Government of
Irdia withdrawing State oid from Erglish ipstitutions of the
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country is detrimental to the progress and intellectual advance-
ment of the natives ot India.

2. That in the present state of native society in general and
that of Behar in particular English Education is the only means
of elevating the people intellectually, socially, and morally, and
towards this end the aid of the State is essentially necessary. .

3. That « memorial praying for the continuance of the
present Education policy of the Government of India be sub-
mitted to the Secretary of State for India and for that purpose
action be taken in unison with the British Indian Association
of Caleutta.

4. That a Committee be at once organized to place themselves
in communication with the British Indian Asscciation and to
transmit to them a copy of the proceedings of this meeting.

That a Committee consisting of the undermentioned gentlemen
be at once organised to place themselves in communication with
the British Indian Association and to transmit to them a copy of
the proceedings of this meeting : BMoulavi Saied Wahi-ud-din,
Navaratna Mallicka, Vraja Mohana Thakura.

(Sd.) Waui-vp-piv,
Chatrman.

JAMALPUR AND MONGHYR.

XLIII
To
Basy JotEENDRO MomtN TacORE
Honry. Secy. BritisH INDIAN ASSOCIATION,
Calcutta.

Sir,—With reference to the notice in the Hindoo Patriot
of 27th June 1870, and previous issues regarding the meeting
of the native inhabitants of Bengal to be held in the Town Hall
on Saturday the 2nd instant the undersigned Bengali residents
of Monghyr and Jamalpur beg leave to convey to you our
deep sense of regret and in consequence of our inability to
attend the meeting, Nevertheless we beg hereby to record for
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the information of the meeting owr humble assent to the
propriety of memorializing His Grace the Secretary of State for
lndia on the object of the proposed withdrawal of State assistance
from English education in this country and authorize you to
make use of this letter if necessary.

‘We have the honor to be
Sir
Your most Obdt. servant,
DoorLuB CHURN Mo0ZOOMDAR,
and 170 others.

JAMALPUR,
1st July, 1870. J

TIRHUT.
XLIV
ProceepiNes of a meeting of the Native Community of
Mozaffarpur held on the Jrd August, 1870

Syed Alli Kooli Khan.—Chairman.
Roy Nundi Pot Muhta Bahadoor,—Vice-Chairman.

The Chairman opened the meeting. He spoke a few words
expressing his opinion on the proposed withdrawal from or cur-
tailment of Government support of English Edueation and
dwelt on the disastrous tendency of such measure.

The Chairman was followed by BabuKadar Nath Banerjee, the
leader of the Mozuffarpoor bar, who spoke in Urdu. The speech
throughout was animated. He expounded to the audience the Re-
solution of Government of India of the 3lst of March last, and
stated that many seemed to labor under an erroneous impression
that it was the intention of the Government to eradicate Knglish
Education from the land. The speaker said that this was a great
mistake. The Government only proposed the increase of
schooling fees and the withdrawal of scholarships and other

grauts,
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'The Babu observed that the greatest danger to be apprehended
from the exceution of the measure, was the threatened with-
drawal of Government aid from Iligh English education, the
result of which would most uwncuestionably be the closing of the
English Schools and Colleges. Such a vesult would he most
disastrous to the futurc education of Indix’s children.

There were some persons under an impression that it wonld”
not be a matter of much consequence if these colleges and
schools were abolished, when the Government has resolved to
impart and supply the best cducation through the mediom of
the Vernacular, and such education again as will entitle the
people to all the honors and benefits which they now enjoy
as the fruits of high English education. This he considered a
melancholy error. Government does-not intend any such thing,
and no such thing is practicable.  Tho education Government
intends to give to the masses by means of the Vernacular would
be purely elementary or primary. = This education iz  for the
benefit of the poorest classes of the natives of the country, for
menial servants—shoemakers—carpenters and the entive rural
population. It is certainly a matter of much rejoicing that
Government desirves the diffusion of the light of knowledge among
the asses, but ought it to follow that high class education must
be retarded, and our future prospects blasted, because the masses
must be enlightened ? And the Government for the support of
this species of education is about to levy a cess, lot this cess
accumulated bhe applied to the purpose for which it is intended,
and let the Government defray the exponses of High English
education as it has hitherto liberally been doing.

The relationship in which the Natives stand to the Government
is a dear one, it is as the relationship subsisting between a futher
and his children, and the Indian Government in all its plases
is a paternal one, therefore as children if they were to appeal
consistently with propriety against an order or command which
they believed would tend to injure their future prospects, there
was no fear of being visited with displeasure, though some
mistakenly consider that a protest however respectful is tauta-

T
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tmount Lo flagraut disobedience. The Babu was of opinion that
the time had come when they ought ag sappliants to lay their
grievances before the Government truthfully, and honestly
and abide by its decision. Should it be favorable to their views,
it would be to them a source of perennial happiness, if other-
wise, they had only as becomes obedient and grateful children
‘unmurmurringly o accept what is given to them,

Babu Gopalchunder Dass, Deputy Collector and Deputy Magis-
trate of this District, then rose and addressed the meeting in
Urdu which he spoke with remarkable purity. One could
scarcely say from his fluency and the style of his address whether
he was a Bengali or a Hindoostani. He dwelt on the salient
points of the Government Resolution, and practically illustrated
the advantage of English education by noticing the ascendancy
the Bengalis had over the Beharis in filling places of honor and
vesponsibility owing to their familiarity with the English lan-
guage, and their proficiency in it. He said that while scavcely
a Behari was appointed to any vespectable post in the Metropolis
of Bengal, several Bengalis' held most important situations in
Belhar, snatching themm away as it were from under the very
noses of the Behavis. The speaker concluded by remarking, that
if the Government resolution were carried out to the letter by
imparting merely elementary instruction to the masses, to the
sacrifice of high-class English education, the higher classes would
have nothing better in prospective than the satisfaction of behold-
ing their sons a flock of Jakils.

At this stage of the proceedings a petition in Hindi was pre-
sented to the meeting by the members of the Dharma Sumaj. It
describes the benefits of education, especially English education,
whose blessings are felt all over the land, and ends with a
‘prayer that it may not be sacrificed to the vernacular, that it
may go hand in hand with the Sanscrit, because it would be
materially useful to the Sanscrit student when passing his
University Entrance Examination.

Baboo Bhooputy Roy, Subordinate Judge of the District, rose
aud made a short speech in Urdu. He spoke much to the same
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effect as the preceding speakers, Buboos Kadarnath and Gopal
Chuader.

The Rev. Mr. Greenfield next vose and said that if he were
not an KEnglishman he would have wished to be one that night,
and at that rﬁoment, for hie felt a peculiar, and inexpressible
pleasure to find that the langnage of his country, its arts and
sciences were so highly spoken of, so worthily appreciated, so
warmly commended, and their benefits so fully compreliended
by an alien race ; a race whose language, manners, customs and
ways of living, and whose religion were quite dissimilur to those
of his own nation.

The speaker then went into the (foverament resolulion.
IIe wus of opinion that it was not fully wndersteod, and by a
variety of arguments endeavoured to show it wus fraught with
much good, and well might it acecord with the spirit of the times.
That the Government in encouraging the advancement of verna-
cular education among the magses, thongh at the expense of high
class English education, had apparently at heart tho universul
benefit or India. That the withdrawal or curtailiment of state-
aid, and a further enbancement of Schooling fees in Anglo.
Vernacular institutions under Government patronuge were he
thought the hest means it could adopt for the furtherance of it:s
ohject, the improvement of India. 'That the natives having to
make high class English Education a business of their own,
would he more exger than heretofore to give it greater encour-
agement, and that the respectable and wealthy among them
wonld only be too glad {o support their conntrymen as the case
is in England by hestowing endowments for the maintenance
of those Educational institutions which now receive assistance
from Government. The Rovd. Gentloman was answered by Babu
Shib Chunder Chatterjee B. A, B. L., and Baboo Poorno Chunder
Mitter B. A. B. L, both Graduates of the Caleutta University.
He seemed to forget that there were many Englishmen hoth in
England and in this country, who had made education their
study, aml who considered it the duty of the State to promote

liberal education,
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Babn Poorno Chunder Mitter shewed how English Education
was of a reproductive character from the publication of original
works in Bengali, and translations of English works which are
daily issuing from the native presses;—as also from the
establishment of numerous Vernacular Schools under the
grant-in-aid system by educated natives, who feel naturally

desirous to communicate their knowledge to their less fortunate
conntrymen,

Mr. Lingham, a distinguished member of the Mozufferpore
bar, very ably advocated the cause of English education -and
argued how wuecessary it was for the elevation of themative
Taces. )

The night having farr advanced it was thought time to wind
up, wheu Babu Kadar  Nuth Danetjee on behalf of his friends,
and of the native community heartily thanked the assembly
for having condescended  to “homor the meeting with their
presence.

CHHUPRAILL
XLV

THere was a grand mceting of the inhabitants of this place
held on the 10th instant in the Government School Ifouse for
discussing the Edueation Question. The meeting commenced
in the afternoon and  broke up at about 4 o'clock p. m. The
gathering composed of all classes of the respectable inhabitants
was very large, outside the house the crowd was great. The
meeting was presided over by Babu Dev Coomar Singh, one
of the foremost and enlightened Zemindars of the Distriet, who
is also a Commissioner of the Chuprah Municipality, a Member
of the Charitable Dispensary and Local Committee of Public
Instruction.

Babu Dev Coomar Singh opened the meeting by thanking
the meeting for selectiug him chaivan and briefly stated the
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ohject of the demonstration, Babu Keshub Lall Ghose of the
Sarun bar, Secretary to the Chupral Association, rose and spoke
in Urdu dwelling on the advantages of English cducation, and
on the propriety of memorializing the Government of Bengal
and his Grace the Secretary of State for India against the anti-
English education policy of the Government. 1lfe addressed
the meeting for about an houwr and read a draft Memorial,
similar to the one prepared by the British Tudian Association at
Calcutta.

Moulvie Suddakut Hossain, Sheristadar of the Judge’s Court,
a leading and learned member of the Sheesh Scct, stood up and
said that he fully concurred with the speaker, and expressed
his great regret on hearing that some of his Mahomedan
countrymen were disposed -to arrest the progress of Kuglish
cducation and to establish only the Vernacular, in which they
were wrong, and will repent for ever and that they are not real
friends to the country and its people. -

Mooushee Furzanad Ali, v fivst cluss pleader and a Jeading
member of the Seonne Scct, said tlat he also fully concurred
with the second speaker.

Moulvie Mustwwmsur " Billal, ITead-Master of the Chuprah
Training School, and a very learned and respeetable Mahomedan
gentleman rose and said that those, who wished to give the
people a high education in the Vernacular language forgot that
such cducation could not be complete through the medium of that
language alone.

Next rose Babu Toolseepershad, the Judge’s head-clerk, who
seconded the Moulvie’s views and explained the benefits that
would be derived from English Education.

Lastly Moonshee Heeralall the Government pleader and a
very respectable Zemindar and a leading member of the Sree
Bastod Kayest Scct—rose and dwelt on  benefits of  English
Education and eited himself as an example, for all his children
were  being cducated in the English language. Then Bubu
Keshub Lall Ghose the Seerctary rose and asked the general

opinion of the mecting for memorinlizing the Goyvernment of
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Bengal and the Secrvetary of Stale for Tndia against the new
education policy of the Government ?

On this the whole meeting lifted up their hands and the motion
was unanimously carried. Then the Secretary submitted the
sccond Resolution. That a Select Committee be appointed to
consult about the draft of the memovial presented and read out
by the Sceretary. DBaboo Prosono Coomar Singh Sheristadar of
the Magistracy scconded the motion and it was agreed that a
Select Committee be appointed comprising the President, Secte-
tary, Moonshee Farzanad Ali; and Heeralall, Moulvies Suddakut
Hossain and Moostomsur Bellahs, Babus Monohur Mookerjee
Sub-Assistant Surgeon, N' coor Chunder Banerjee, Court Inspector,
Toolshepershad  Judge’s Head Clerk, and Prosono Coomar
Singh Members.

The Secrctary next submitted the 3rd vesolution for civeulating
the Urdu petitions for collecting 'the signature of all clusses of
the people—after being translated into English and printed on
parchment. Moulvie Suddakut 1lossain secconded it and the
motion was agreed to. :

The Sceretary then submitted the 4th resolution that printed
memorials be forwarded to the Governments of Bengal, and
India and the Secretary of Srate for India, the Patna Committee,
British Indian Association, Calcutta, and to Babu Keshub Chun’
der Sen, London.

Moonshee Furzanad Ali scconded the motion, which was
agreed to.

The Secretary then submitted the 6th resolution for a  similar
meeting against the Income Tax, the majority being in favor of
the motiow it was carried.

The Sceretary then moved that the thanks of the meeting he
given to the Chairman.  Babu Monohur Mookerjee seconded the
wotion, which was carried by acclumation.
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ORISSA.

BALASORE.

X1.VI
To

Tur HoNoRARY SECRETARY
Bririsu INDIAN ASSOCIATION,

Calcutla.

Sir,—T have the honor to forward herewith a copy of the
proceedings of a meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of
Balasore held on the 26th Tangtant for the information of the
British Indian Association and for bLeing placed before their
general meeting to be held on the 2nd proximo and to request
that you will be good enough to communicate with the Secretary
of the Balasore Committee inall matters in respect to the pro-
posed movement.

I have the Honor to e,
SIR,

Your most obedient servant,
(8d.) - JrounaTH Dass.
Secretary Balasore Meeting.

Proceedings of a general mecting of the native gentry of Bala-
sore in pursuance of a requisition received from the British
Indian Association held at the house of Babu Shamanund Dey,
a Zemindar of the place, on Sunday the 26th June 1870.

Babu Bholanauth Doss Civil Engineer and a member of the
British Indian Association was voted to the Chair and Babu
Sreenauth Shen elected as Secretary to the Meeting,

The requisition of the British Indian Association under which
the meeting was held having been read and translated into the
vernacular language to the gentlemen present, and the object of
the meeting having been fully discussed the following resolu-
tions were proposed and carvied by a majority of 23 votes.
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REsoLurioxs.

1. That while fully aware of the Linportance of Mass Educa-
tion this meeting consider the policy announced by the Govern-
ment of India in respect to English Edueation, is calculated
to put a stop to one of the greatest blessings conferred on the
natives of this country inasmuch as they consider that what-
ever progress they have made since the advent of the British
Government is solely due to English Education,

2. That this meeting consider that the time has not yct ar-
vived for this country, specially Orvissa, to take on herself the
entire burden of educating her children in so efficient and exten-
sive a manner as is at present done by the State, and that theve-
fore they consider that the withdrawal of State aid will seri-
ously interfere with the progress and well-being of the nation.

3. That this meeting appreciate the urgency and importance
of memorializing Her Majesty’s Government in England as con-
templated by the British Indian Association, and that a com-
mitee be formed at Balasore to co-operate with that body in the
furtherance of the object they have in view,

4 That Babu Brindabun Chunder Mundle, a zemindar and
merchant of DBalasore, now in Caleutta, be requested to attend
the proposed meeting of the Dritish Tndian  Association to
represent the people of this district,

5 That a copy of the proceedings be sent to the Dritish
Indian Association for their information.

6. That Babus Dwarka Nath Sen, Prosonno Coomar Ghosal,
Shamanund Day. Juggo Bundoo Ghose, Radhasyam Doss, Gopee
Nath Kur and Judu Nath Doss be clected to compose a com-
mitee for the management of all business in connection with the
requisition, and Babu Judu Nath Doss be their Secretary.

7. That a vote of thauks be given to Babu Shamanund Dey
for zeal and exertions in convening this Meeting.

After a vote of thanks to the Chair the meeting hroke up.
(3d) Dwarka Naoru Law,

And others 24 natives,
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CUTTACK.
XLVIL

A (tanmrar weeting of the inhabitants of Cuttack hiaving been
convened by the President of the Cuattack Dcebaling Society for
Friday the 24th June 1870, at the request of the native members,
to discuss the subject of the withdrawal of state aid from
English  Edueation and the advisability of passing certain
Resolutions on  the subject for submission to the general
meeting of the inhabitants of Dengal to bLe held in Calcutta
on the 2nd proximo, among those present were the undevinen-
tioned gentlemen:

T. Kirkwood Esq., C, S, (President of the Cuttack Society)
in the chair, T. E. Ravenshaw Esq., C. 8. (Commissioney of
Orissa), W. C. Taylor Esq., R. V. Stoney Iisq., J. Campbell
Esq., C. E. (Exccutive Eugineer, Poorce Trrigation), Baboo
Juggomohun Roy, Koilash Chunder Ghose, Havil:vishna Doss,
Woma Chwn Haldar, Clmndi | Churn  Banerjec, Rajkrishna
Mukerji M. A. B. L., Dwarka Nuth Chuckerbutty, Tarini Churn
Mukerjea, and o large number of other native gentlemen.

The President on rising -stated that Mr. Ravenshaw would
first address the meeting.

Mr., Ravemshaw then addrvessed the meeting in Urdu point
ing out that though in theory it was quite right that English
and all other Iducation should be left to support itself, still
in his opinion the time for any withdrawal of state aid from
English Education in Bengal, and especially in Orissa, where
the native gentlemen where less wealthy—had not yet arrived
and that any withdrawal of state aid would in fact be tant-
amount, closing a large portion of the existing English Schools
and Colleges.

Baboo Sudarsun Doss then expressed his concurrence in the
opinions expressed by Mr. Ravenshaw,

Baboo Kalipodo Banerjea in a lengthy and eloquent speech
in Oriah further discussed the subject and expressed his con-
currence with the previous speakers.

U
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Baloo  Rjkiishna Mukerjea  spoke to the same effeet i
Bengali

Baboo Woma Charn Wuldar speaking in Bengali cxpressed
an opiuion that the Meeting should memorialize Her Majesty’s
Seeretary of State for India divect, rather than convey its
opinions through the British Indian Association as had been
proposed.

The Sceretary Baboo  Obinash  Chunder Chatterjea  then
proceeded to read out certain Resolutions that had been dvafted,
these were unanimously approved by the meeting and are given
below ¢

I.  That this meeting desive to record its deep sense of the
Lenefits which the people-of this countvy genevally, and of Orissa
in particular, have derived from the study of the Knglish lan-
guage, which has infused into thein new life and produced u
marked effect upon their condition, intellectual, social, political
and moral.

II. That this meeting which recognising the necessity and
importance of Vernacular Edueation emplatically denies that it
is as yet adapted to high intellectual culture, even in Bengal
where the study and development of the Vernacular have made
such rapid strides within the last four decades.

III. That in the opinion of this meeting the Vernaenlars
have been chiefly cmiched by the English Educated natives, and
it would appear thatif the study of the English language were
neglected the Vernacular literature would be the first thing to
suffer.

IV. That in the opinion of this meeting, the cost of the
administration of the country, would be much increased, the
burdens upon the people much heavier, and the difficulties in
the way of snitors in the Law Courts still more serious, if
justice were administered in this country through the medium
of interpreted evidence and tranglated proceedings in the absence
of the cheap but eflicient native agency, which English Educa-
tion has called into existence.
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V. That in the opinion of this meeling any Governmen
measure, which would propose to divert the moncy now spent,
upon English Education, to other objects and throw the whole!
charge thereof upon students, would result in the closure of many
of the Government schools and colleges, a large portion of the
students in those institutions being of a cluss by 1o meahs
wealthy.

VL That this meeting while moss carnestly deprecating with-
drawal or diminution of State aid to English Education by no
means under estimates the value of Vernaculur Education for
the masses of the people—a subject now engaging the altenlion
of Government. This meeting would be sorry Lo s:e progress
in the direction of Vernacular Education retaurd advancemeut of
the higher English school:

VII. That a copy of the foregoing Resolutions be forwarded
to the Secretary to the British Indian Association for subinission
at the general meeting of ‘the ihabitants of Bengal to he held at
the Town Hall of Caleutta on the 2nd proximo.

A discussion then arose on’ Baboo Woma Churn Hallar's
suggestion of a memorial My, Ravenshaw expresscd his ope-
nion, that the two things should be kept distinct. The 'pu:sun
meeting should couvey its-opinion to the British Indian Associ-
ation for expression at the general mecting to he helid in Calentta
on the 2nd proximo. The wiemorial to the Secrvetory of State,
should take a much more general form and should te supported
by signatares from Balasore, Pooree, and othev large towns in
the Province. He would be happy to forward any sucl memorial
1o Government through his office,

The President concurred in the opinion expressed by M.

lavenshaw and (he mecting after cxpression its concun e

broke up, with a vote of thanks to the chair.

POORLELE,
XLVII

At wmeeting of the gentlemen of DPoorce held wir the
26th June 1870 for discussing the present Lducational policy
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of the Government of India, as announced in the supplement
to the Caleutta Gazelte of the Tth ultimo, it was resolved.

1st. That the present state of this country, especially of the
province of Orissa being not such as to afford ample funds for
superior education, independent of State aid, beginning as it is
to appreciate very faintly the importance of such education,
the new Educational policy of the Government of India would
be highly detrimental to the interests of this country.

20d.  That while this meeting fully sympathises with the
views of Government regarding the Edueation of the masses
it cannot but express ity regret that that would be afforded at
the sacrifice of higher Education wpon which the rise and
progress of this country so.much depend, and which in the long
run would be a very durable and effective means of realizing the
end the Government hasin view, inasmuch as liberally educated
youths would never lose sight of the interests of their brothers
of the lower class, who are already beginning to benefit from
the exertions of their liberally educabed countrymen.

3rd. That this meeting 1s" fully aware that the scale of
fees now prevalent in our Schools and Colleges is alveady too
high for the people of this country to mect, andis almost on
apar with those in KEungland, by far a richer country, and
that therefore any further “enhancement of them would lead to
the deplorable result of the closing of many a School and
College against middle class youths who compose the main
strength of those Institutions.

dth.  That this meeting owing to the above considerations
feel it a duty to memorialize Iis Grace the Secretary of State
for India, through the British Indian Association for discount-
enancing the proposed ISdueational policy of the Government
of Iudia.

5th. That a Commitice of the following gentlemen be elect-
ed with Baboo Grish Chunder Chatterjea as Sceretary for com-
municating with the British  Indian  Assoctation, and  for
carrying oub any weasuwres  which will be deemed  expedient

regarding the preseat question .
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Buaboo Ombica Churn Roy Chowdry

’ Ram Dass Chakravarty
Govinda Chunder Mahapatiter
” Khetter Mohun Bose
" Sreenath Bose
Nitya Nundo Dass

1

»”

” Hurry Hur Dass

» Siva Misra

» Mahanta Narain Dass

" Grish Chuunder Chatterjea B. L. Secrefary.

Gth. That a copy of the above resolulions be forwarded fo
the Secrebary to the British Indian Association.
Grisu CiruNpEr CHATTERIES,

Secretary.

MOGUL SERAL
XLIX

Lesolutions passed at a mecting of the Nutive Literary Society
of Mogul Serai, held on the 21st June 1570,

1. That the Education policy of Government in withdrawing
its aid from the Stabe Colleges and thereby increasing the cost of
English Education will eheck the rising progress of Bengal and
throw its civilization and learning many a year back.

9. That barring a few individuals, therich men being apathe-
tic towards cducation and the middle classes being those who
chicly resort to Colleges, the present policy of Government has a
tendeney to injure those who are not at all in a position to edu-
cate their sons ab an enhanced cost.

3. That whilst taking cvery possible step towards the spread
of Vernacular Education among the masses, it s incunibent on
Government to allow the tide of pregress to How as rapidly  as

ever by givirg full cnccutagenent te bigh Edueation,
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4. Thab the stoppage of Iigh Euglish Education will be
detrimental to the cause of good Govermment inasmnuch as it will
deprive our Rulers of the assistance of servants of India, either
as officers of the realm or as advisers in the Council Chamber.
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