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MONSTER MEETING AT THE TOWN HAT

EDUCATION QUISTION.

a od

Pursuant to notice a public meeting of the inhabitants of

Bengal was held at the Town Tall on Saturday the 2ud July

at 3 eM, for the purpose of considering the propricty of

memorializing the Secretary of State. on the subject of the.

proposed withdrawal of State aid from English education,

More than two thousand persons were present, and all classes of

the native community were represented on the occasion, On

ihe motion of Baboo Rajacoomara Rai Choudhuri of Barripur,

seconded by Cumara Girisachundra Singha of Paikpara, Babu

Rumanatha Tagore, President of the British Indiav Association,

took the chair,

The following is a list of the Delegates from the Districts :

District or Place. Names of Delzyutes.

J. Balasore ..-Babu Brindabone Chunder Mundul.

2, Bancoorak . « Upendro Chunder Mojoomdar,
» . . .

3. Baraset pn Rajkristo Banerjea and

L,, Omrito Nauth Bose.

4, Barripore o. 4, Raj Coomar Noy Chowdry.

5, Beerbhoom + ogy Dwarka Nauth Chuckerbutty.

6. Biekrampore ..» y Chunder Madub Ghose. rk. 1.

7. Berhainpore .» 4; Deno Nauth Gangooly.

{4 Grecjasunker Mojoomdar,

1. fssur Chunder Chuckerbutty.
3. Furreedpore 4 .

1... Java Nauth Chuckerbutty, a. a,

L,, Murranauth Bhuttacharjea, wa.



District ov Place, Names of Delegates.

+ Hulleeshahur wey, Gopaul Chunder Banerjea.

10, Jessore (Tewn) os 5, Bungshee Dhur Sein.

»> Amirta Bazar... ,, Debendro Chunder Ghose, B. L

Al. Jungypore w+ 4, Gour Soonder Chowdry.

12. Maunbhoom(Purulia), ,, Issur Chander Ghosal.

13, Midnapore a. ogy Kartick Chunder Mittra, uw. 4

14. Pubna we» ogy Hurrish Chunder Surmah.

15. Rajshaye . 93. Jadub Chunder Sirear.

16, Krishnaghur ws 3, Jadoo Nauth Roy Bahadoor.

17, Santipore ses 9, Din Doyal Poramanick.

The Chairman in opening the business of the Meeting said :—

Gentlemen, 1 thank you heartily, fur the honor you have doue

ine by electing me your Chairman. I. will do my best, and I

trust I will gain your approbation. “Gentlemen, the subject

which will be discussed at. this meeting is of great national

importance, and [ am sure all of you are as much alive to it

as fam. I shall therefore not dwell’ much on the subject, but

leave you todo what you think proper. However, let ime tell

you, gentlemen, that in sending your petition to England you

showd observe every moderation and be respectful in your

language. If you do so I am quite sure the English nation will

sympathise with you. When I say the English nation will

sympathise with you. I mean lords, commoners, merchants

tradespeople, and even the missionaries who create so much

mischief snd confusion in our families. (Hear ear ard

fuughter,) Geutlemen, T regret very much that the Government

should think it advisable to withdraw aid from Nnglish educa-

tion, LT hope before they do so they will take into consideration

the benefits which our country has already derived from English

education, If thut edueation had not been, introduced, you

would not have seen so many of my countrymen holding

responsible situations in the State, and adorning different walks

of life. I, therefore, sincerely aud earnestly trust that the

Goverument will not withdraw this boon. (Cheers). Gentlemen,

Lhave much pleasure in telling you that the people of the
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Moffusil, both orthodox and educated, have evinced a lively

interest iu this meeting. They have sent delegates here to ve

the working of it, and I trust these delegates will be satisnes

that we have done all we could to secure the interests of the

public. Before concluding I must inform you that in the pro-

gramme there are a several resolutions. It will take perhaps

five or six hours to conclude the business, and ) will, therefore,

propose that the speakers will be as brief as possible so that the

business of this evening may be terminated without the aid of

lights or candles, (Lavghter.) With these observations 1

leave you to do what you think best and proper. Before £

resume my seat Twill ask the Secretary to read the correspon-

dence which he has received from) the Moffusil ou this subject

(Applause. )

Basu Kristopas Pat said that: he had received a letter from

no less a personage than the Maharajah of Burdwan, expressing

his “unqualified sympathy with the object of the meeting,”

aud “heartily wishing it suecess.” He observed that the most

gratifying feature in this movement was that it had found

response throughout the country, and that meetings had been

held in alinost all the districts of Bengal, Behar, Orissa, and

Assam. He held in his hands the proceedings of forty-three

district meetings, and had> much» pleasure in introducing

Delegates deputed from 17 districts. He also read two telegrams,

one fiom Gowalparah, Asvaw, and the other from Dacca, an-

nouneing local meetings. He then called upon the Delegates

to present their respective reports,

Basu Orenper CHunper Mooxensea, the Delegate from

Bancoorah, then rose and said :--Mr. Chairman and Gentle-

men.—I rise to represent the Educational interests of my native

District, Bancoorah, better known by its old name the Jungle-

mehals, or the lind of tigers, bears and wild beasts, and the

residence of halfcivilised people. The object, Sir, which has:

brought us together under this roof is one which interests all

Bengilees, all of us alike, nay, our descendauts.—It is to take
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into consideration the propriety of memorializing His Grace

ike Secretary of State to disallow the proposed restrictions upon

high or liberal education by withdrawing State assistance fron

English Schools and Colleges. The District of Bancoorah is

notoriously poor, there are scarcely half a dozen moderately

vich families in it, and those who send their children to the

English school have not the means to pay more than what they

are now paying. If what is contemplated be carried out it

would be a virtual denial of education to a most important

section of Her Majesty’s most loyal and devoted subjects. The

District of Bancoorah was formed on its present footing on the

Ist of September 1637, and in the year 1844 a Government

school was started—(hore the Babu was asked by the Chairman

io cut short his speech, which he did) and in conclusion he said-

Under these circumstances I hope Tlis Grace the Seerctary of

State will be pleased to give our memorial the very favorable

consideration it deserves, and gvant to us the boon which we
have so long under Her Majesty’s benevolent Government been

enjoying.

Babu Dwarka Nath Chuckerbutty, Delegate from BeerLhoom,

then addressed the meeting... The other Delegates were also pre.

pared to speak, but as time pressed, the Chairman regretted that

he could not do himself the pleasure of hearing them. He must go

on with the business of the day. Rajah Narendra Krisna moved

the first resolution which was as follows :— That in the deli.

berate judgment of this meeting the people of India have derived

the grealest benefits social, moral and intellectual from the system

of education through the medium of the English language inau-

guvaled by the late Lord William Bentinck, and encouraged and

supported by successive Governors-General ; and that this meeting

would regard as a national calamity the withdrawal or diminution

of the assislauce now afforded by the State to English schools and

colleges.”

Te said: Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen. The question which

has this day brought us here, is the most momentous that can in-

ferest humanity. It has accordingly engrossed the attention of



civilised Eurepe and America, and at the present day it is being

discussed with unremitling ardour by ministers and statesm, ..

philosophers and philanthropists. T cannot presume to grasp it

in all its bearings, but shall endeavour to dwell upon some

of its most salient points. English education in Bengal,

which has, under the fostering care of the British rule, been

advancing with rapid strides and bearing rich fruits, is threatened

to be arrested by a sudden fiat of the Government of India—a fiat

which, it is feared, is the expression of a phase of morbid thought

working for some time in the minds of ccrtain officials, and for

which an era of financial deficit has been supposed to be a fit

occasion. It isupwards of a twelvemonth since, in an unlucky

moment, the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal submitted to the

consideration of the supreme Government, a scheme for the revi-

sion of certain grades in the education service in the lower pro-

vinces of Bengal attended with an inevea sed expenditure of only

Rs. 825. It was received in. the then boiling cauldron of fiscal

cogitation and vaporised, and the upshot was, a resolution of the

Financial Department couched in ominous words which, after

declaring the inadmissibility of the additional expenditure on the

score of the inadequacy of means at the disposal of Government

to meet it, enunciated a new and dangerous educational policy.

‘This resolution and the one which appeared in the Gazette of the

(th June of last year together with the previous correspondence

on the subject of the education cess, between the Governments of

Lord Lawrence and of Bengal as well as the pamphlet of My.

Howell the Under-Secretary to the Government of India on

education in Bengal, when analysed, furnish the following pro-

positions :— - :

Ist. It is the absolute duty of the British Government to give

to the poorer classes of the natives of India a primary education,

that is elementary insiruction in the vernacular in simple reading

and writing and in the tour fimdamental rules of Arithmetic.

2nd, This obligation of the staie to provide clementary in

struction for the masses is vad]y inferior to that of encomraging

Frglish education,
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Srd. Funds derived from taxation of the many, should not be

gent on high education for a few.

4th. The expense which the State has hitherto incurred for

English education in Bengal, although it has borne good fruits,

has beenan ever-increasing burden which has been weighing

heavily on its finances, and the means at its disposal for the

development of edtteation, is very limited,

5th. The motives which induced the natives to seek English

education, are prima facie sufficient for its rapid development

without any contribution from the imperial finances.

6th. In Bengal, the most intellectually advanced province of

Tulia the desire for vernacular education or for education in

order to develop the intellectual powers, apart from the immediate

purpose of securing material advantages, docs not exist.

On the admission of the principles involved in these proposi-

tions, the conclusion is drawn that itis high time Governmen

should withdvaw all aid from English educational institutions

which must be left to the voluntary system, and encourage the

establishment of clementary vernacular schools to be maintained

mainly by local contributions, fees and cesses on land, and by

such minimum help as it may seem proper to afford in confor-

mity with the grants-in-aid system. Education, in its proper

sense, is simply civilisation; and it would be a truism in the

19th century to say that it is the highest function of Govern-

ment to give ta every subject, rich or poor, the soundest possible

training. Language is but the vehicle of knowledge, it matters

little whether the most advanced knowledge is conveyed to the

mind through the English orany of the vernaculars of India,

through the Hebrew or Pushtoo. Indeed, it would be an

advantage toa people if the native tongue contain sueh stores,

because Tess time would be spent in mastering it. Contining

our remarks to Bengul, it may be asked, can the Bengalee

language lay claim to the profession of those intellectual treasures

which are embodied, in some of the languages of the West?

and withthe negative answer that must be given to this query,

Brglish education for all classes who wish to avail of it would
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apprar to be a necessity, but as for obvious reasons it cannot

reach the masses, progressive ideas in all departments of ki—.-

ledge, must be. gradually vernacularised by the recipients of

English education, and reappear in translations for their use,

and teachers should be trained to instruct them, ‘This combined

system already inaugurated by statesmen of the highest

eminence, a Bentinck, an Auckland, a Tievelyan, and carried

out by philanthropic and jealous coadjutors such as a Ryan

and a Cameron although in its incipient stage has proved by its

success, the soundness of its basis. This is the rationale of the

downward filtration theory—a theory which, despite the treat-

ment it has received from flippant thoughtlessness, stands like

arock on the firm foundation of truth and history unshaken

by the shafts of ridicule and the undermining influence of

insinuating calumny. No limit can be assigned tothe results

of its practical application ; we expect our language to be cast

intoa classic mould and rendered adequate to the expression

of the abstrusest ideas and the loftiest sentiments ; we expect

the growth of an original national literature as healthy and vi-

gorous as that of England as reach and exhanstless as that of our

Aryan, ancestors, and above all the acclimatization so to speak, of

the ever-flourishing sciences and the arts of Europe and America,

the History of the formation of the English language and of Eng-

lich progress testifies that this is not an idle chimera. Already a

Vydia Sagur with the aid of the pliant Sanserit and under the

guidance of a taste improved and refined by English culture has

shown how the ere while uncouth Bengallee can be made to com-

pete in polish, elegance, and grandeur with the languages of the

advanced nations of Europe—an Akshoy Cumar, how it can be

made the language of science and eloquence, and a Rajendrolaul,

how it can be fashioned into a vehicle for popular learning 5 a fair

beginning has been made rapid progress is developed, and the

brightest prospects, as I have hinted at, (though distant) are

hoped for; buéas long as the hope is not realised, as long as

India, in respect of its vernacular.and its teachers, reach not the

present and the luminous portion, of the post of England in



( $ )

respect of ils English and intellectual giants, so long any scheme

or nstruction for the natives, which recommends a divorce trom

English education, cannot but eud ina miserable tlaseo—it would

be simply suicidal. But the blundering dogma goes still further,

it enunciates I may say the duty of our Government in the follow-

ing words,—Give up English education, teach the people simply

to read and write in their own languages and to perform sums

in elementary arithmetic (with case and satisfaction to them-

selves) and make their tether of such length that they graze not

in richer fields of knowledge :—surely itis impossible with.

out aclue to fathom the wisdom of such a measure. How vast

the sacrifice. How miserably poor the gain if gain, at all it

ean be called. To confine education within this narrowly pres-

cribed limit, is to forget its truce import, to ignore its objects and

aim, and to misunderstand the free mission of an enlightened

Government. On the other hand, it is thought desirable to

demolish the great structures built by English education, to

undo the noble deeds of beneficent stetesren, to paralyse the

opening mind, fo withdraw the elevating influence of western

knowledge, to contract to nothingness the sphere of usefulness

of the native Indian subjects, and to smother their highest

hopes and aspirations. ‘There is another important phase of

the question, the absolute pauperism. of the masses, on which

a good deal may be said, but as the Bengal Government has,

already, very properly drawn attention to it, E have only to

remark that they must have food with the food of mind. When

France, after the resolution, called all her children to receive

instruction, the pupils could not have attended schools had they

not hada remuneration of four sonsa day. Those who advocate

As non-progressive primary education, would only extend over a

larger area—education asa degree higher or lower than that

which prevails in the lower strata of our society, as the re-

siduum of an antecedent but effete civilisation. Butdoes Mr.

Howell expect from a training of this sort, the evolution of

a power wherewith the strongholds of superstition and ignorance

would be battered, of a moral regeneration and development of
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physical reseyrees which would save a prison rate and a pauper

rate. Iy tins the summumbonum to be kept in view, ar is

Inglish education to be condemned “ as the mere pursuit of a

luxury, as the cultivation of tulips and exotics.” Sir A. Alison,

in his History of Europe, has by the light of educational and

eriminal statistics of France and Russia, shown that if elementary

instruction be ealled edueation, there is a direct ratio between

education and the increase of crimes. Mr. ill, iu his work on

“ erime,” proves that the inverse ratio cannot be established with

* with an education which

means the “ mere capability of reading and writing” and “ignores

asystematic development of the different powers of the body and

“ a quantity of parrot-like knowledge,

mind” and Dr. Elam, in his essay on “ Moral and Criminal Epi-

demics” says, “an education which merely instructs will encour-

age crime, one which co-ordinates the faculties of the mind, which

gives exercise to reason aud judgment, will clevate his position

in the seale of creation and turn those facultics to the service of

his fellow-ereatures which otherwise would be employed to their

destruction.” The only intelligible sound policy of a primary

cdueation, is that i must be progressive even to the extent of

making our “ weaver atthe loom bend over the Principia of

Newton” and form, in its advanced stage, the basis of a technical

edueation—an education which, for India, is an absolute neces-

sity and the only souree of her future prosperity, but which

would leave to the choice of ourartizans either to found their

Judian Manchester and Sheilield or to plain their own benches

ior their future seals as dispensers of justice. We are indebted

to Mr. Howell for his having thrown owt hints in this direction,

but he is wrong as T shall have occasion to show in supposing

it not to be the duty of Government to support such an education.

But how ean this technical education be possible without teaching

in all departments and grades of scicnee in the Colleges and Uni-

versitiks—an object for which England itself is stirring and yearn

ing. ‘The true friends of our country, should, therefore, recom-

mend a still higher type of training Chan that which goes under

the name ef high Muslish education, and urge yu Guyernment ef

B
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foster it not only for ils own sake and for the interest of those

w’ “receive it, but tur the very masses who appeal fo our sym-

pathy. Let us have our Politechnica with their Vorschule or

preparatory schools like those in Germany, which are all Govern-

nient establishments, but let us also have Government institutions

for high edueation with a complete curriculum of the sciences.

It may be said why raise a hue and ery against the intention of

Government to condemn English education when it has made no

declaration to that effet, it only proposes the increase of school-

ing-fces and the withdrawal of scholarships and other grants. Let

us see What would be the effect of such a measure. ‘The appre-

ciation of high English education as an intellectual culture aiming

atthe elevation of the. race, is generally confined to that in-

telligent class of the natives of Bengal, which is the least able to

pay for it; ib is also valued at the passport to preferment, but

its primary importance is never lost sight of by tt. It is this

elass which has generally supplied voutls who have been the

pride of our educational institutions who have held positions of

high honor and responsibilify under the State, who have be-

come useful members of soelety and have formed as it were the

vanguard of our civilization. Our men of wealth, of varied

castes and shades of faith, and stations in socicty, have various

ideas of education.” Seme send their children to English schools

as a matter of form, some to qualify them for the practical good of

life or for contact with high officials or for an ambitious eareer ;

but a very few for the casting of the mind into a finer mould.

Those boys again who are not generally distinguished for any

great ardour for their studies “ continue at their almamaters so

long as they are not drawn away by a love of pleasure, by their

guardian’s ideas of their proficiency, by a rich inheritance er by

the temptation of a banianship.” Who is then to suffer from the

new scheme ? Surely the Pater fumilias, who under the greatest

privation and hardship seeks to provide for his goodly number of

sous aud those of relatives under his charge, a thorough English

edueation if would prove to him in these hard times of crushing

taxation, the list straw on the back of acamel. This state o'-
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things, coupled with the statement of the Director of Public In-

sbruction, conlirmed by that of the Lieutenant-Governor that the

present fee rates are by no means low compared with the corres-

ponding rates in all the most highly civilized countries of the

world, and that they are in the main as high as can be reason-

ably fixed with reference to the circumstances of the people of

Bengal “ cannot but lead to the irresistible conclusion sharedin by

all our countrymen that the withdrawal or curtailnent of state

aid and afurther enhancement of schooling fees of instilutions

under the patronage of Government, would be tantamount to

proseribing English education and nipping the bud of its good

fruits. Myr. Wowell, very properly, suggests to leok to England

and Europe for advice where they succeeded, and warning where

they failed. The grand results of the educational scheme of

Germany which is gencrally followed by continental Europe have

been described in impressive language by Mr. Roscoe. In Eng-

lund although some of the old universities now receive parlia

mentary grants and others haye been often endowed by Royal

munilivence, her educationalists, representing the highest intellec-

of the land, deplore the want of suflicient aid tou: Governmen-

institutions whieh already reecive some assistance from it. They

say that “ individual enterprise which it is su casy glibly to pro-

nounee as the incarnation of vigour, has not borne the fruit at

home, which Government support with its supposed emaseulating

tondeney, has yielded abroad, and that there is only an apparent

noble independence in the attempt to do that single handed which

single hands are proved incapable of doing.”

Advice then from the continent of Europe and warning from

Jngland intensified by the late move for education reform support

the necessity of Governinent aid to high education as well as techt

nieal iustruction, The objection that the state has no moral right

{o apply fands raised by the taxation of all its members for the

benefit of the few which has been raised against state aid to high

education, carries with it, its own refulation, Tf this theery be

eorreet, ib would condemn every possible scheme of public expen

diture which cannot dircetly benefit al ane pradnate the benrkt
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te be derived by cach person in proportion to his exact contribu:

tion, which is an impossibility, ‘This theory errs also in ignoring

e indirect advantages of high education enjoyed by the mass.

Do you not sce how the country at large is eu cfitled by its im-

proving the public services in every department—how without it

could we find a worthy soul for the ermiue or the toga, an able

educator, a skilful physician and a thorough engineer. An Adam

Smith and a Stuart Mill declare it profitable to the state to afford

high education, England also exclaims Government must not

plead economy as an exeuse for not giving education, for “ the

highest economy comes out of wise expenditure.” Why should

the ominous trisyNable deficit be urged in defence of the pros-

eription of English education or Civilization. Let it rather set

our Rulers on the alert against uncontrolled expenditure in works

which compared to education are but state pageants. (Loud

applause)

Basu RaAseNDRALALA Mir7Ra in secondmg the resolution sail

that, as the question of what should be the proper medium of

education had once again. been revived, it was well that his

countrymen had thought fit publicly to give expression to their

opinion and wishes in regard toit. And it was highly gratifying

to notice from the proceedings, laid on the table, of ihe several

numerously attended and respectable amcetings that had lately

been held in different parts of this province and the deputations

that had been sent to the Calentta mecting, the perfect mani

amity which prevailed among the Hindu community in the

Mofussil on this most important subject. It was the more grati-

fying to observe that the high and the low, the rich and the

poor, the twice-born Braliman and the degraded washerman, the

urbun and the rustic, were all of one accord. Kyery man who

was able to think was of opinion that the moral and maicrial

rlvimeement of the people depended en a wide diffusion of

woepean knowledge in the country. Nor had that opinion been

tanned by the sight of sundry crusts and erumbs which Lad

Pte fom the official table fo the tot ef a fortunate few—a inere
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drop m ihe ocean——but after a careful survey of the condition

and the most urgent wants vf Bengali Society, In Calcutta

that opinion was arrived at more than half a century age, when

the peoplé so warmly scconded the exertion of thatgreat plilan-

thropist David Tlare, to establish the Jate Hindu College,

and hundreds of boys crowded the forms of that institution.

A few years subsequently one of the noblest of the Hindu race,

the late Raja Rammohun Noy, heartily joined the Anglicists and

raised his powerful voice against the imistaken orientalists ot

the period: and there has not been a single instance sinee

that time in which an intclligent man of Bengal had demurred

to the diffusion of the western languages and literature in his

native land. This universal unanimity, spoke for itself, and

needed no comment. It settled the question definitively as

regards the people of this country. It may appear strange, con-

tinued the Babu, that at a time when the brave and patriotic

Poles are exerting their utmost to defend their national language

which has been assisteu at the point of the bayonet by an

inexorable autocrat, we here should cry for a foreign tongue

when our kind hearted rulers wish to diffuse the blessings of

education through the vernaculars of our country, But, Sir, in

Poland the vernacular is of the highest political importance ;

jl is the great bound of union; it holds the people together as

distinct from the other raccs of Europe ; it preserves tor them

the annals of all that is dear to them, and contains a store of

literature and science fully sufficient for all their requirements.

Our vernaculars, on the other hand, (aud we have many where

the Poles lave only one) are poor and undeveloped, and serve

only to divide and disunite use. We yield not to the Poles in

our love for our country and our race; but we fecl that the

fest way to love them isto promote their welfare. Tt was well.

in the primitive states of society do defend every thing that.

was national, for it was thena question ef lite and death ; but

atch a patrigtisin ti the present day woukb be a curse. and vou

shonld Tuive pene of Gh TH patvielien means an tisenmete love

otoooyery thie Uncoa omas whether ceed or died ayay with
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such patriotism. {f il is to teach us to vest salisfied with our

lares and penates, our Ianguage and our civilization, as they

stand, the less we lave of it the better, Such patriotism

requires us to hug our claims, and remain intellectual bondsmen’

for ever, “True patrivtisin, however, is not a blind adherence to

ancient customs, but an intelligent love for the welfare and

advancement of our race, and if you really wish to serve your

country, you should not hesitate » moment to spurn every thing

that stands in the way of progress ; and import from foreign

land whatever is calculated to raise her in the seale of nations.

Our history, our traditions, our ancient glory, are preserved

in a language which has long since ceased to be current, and

it is impossible to revive it. It ¢an\now ouly serve as a monu

ment of the past, and not the instrument of future amelioration.”

Our vernaculars arc mere media of speech and all but totally

devoid of such scicntific and literary. lore as can raise a nation

and satisfy our intellectual wants, Onur only resource there-

fore is to borrow what we want from those who will help us,

and who can assist us better in this respect than the noble

race which now sways the destiny of this country? Time was

when the languages of Greece and Rome were supposed to

represent all that was noble and great for the culture of the

human mind, But that time has long since passed away.

The languages of Germany, France and England have gone

far ahead of them, and no man can now be called truly Jearned

who has not acquired a thorough know! alge of at least one

of them, and of the magnificent stock of science and literature

that they have amassed, For us the language of England has

the greatest commendation. Tt is fally as rich, if not richer,

than those of France and Germany, and it has at the same time

many advantages, which the others do not possess. Those aid-

vantages may be all expressed ina single sentence, it is the

language of our Government, If you wish to be an able liwver

vou must learn it; if you desire to have the honors of the

bench vou anust lear it; if you wish to be a competent sena

tor ox Jegishitor yeu md again learn it, Do you wish te ‘listin-



guish yourself in the healing art, you must learn English, so

must you if you desire wealth by foreign commerce. For y

none of the sciences of modern Europe can be more readily

acquired than through the medium of English, and even for a

thorough study of the history of your own national classic,

the Sanskrit, you ust have a competent knowledge of English

literature. Can you afford to give up such a language-—such

an, Aladin’s lamp of knowledge—for the sake of a mistaken

patriotism ?

It has been said by a learned gentleman, high in Government

service, and performing the duties of a minister of Public In-

struction in India, that high education is not of essential service

to society, and it serves only to make “ tulips and exotics” of

us; but will you, and will Europe, endorse the opinion that

the Herchels and Humboldts and Stephensons of society are

mere “tulips,” like tares in a wheat ficld, and that those who

have just placed a girdle round half the circumstance of the

Globe we inhabit, arc of no es sential service to the community ?

It may be that it is more arduous for us to acquire, in a foreign

language, what people in Europe learn in their own vernaculars ;

but itis neither impossible nor particularly difficult. It is only

ayear ago that one of you in a competitive examination stood

second in English amidst three hundred of the flower of Eng-

land’s youth, He was weighted for a welter and had to run

against feather weights, and he won. with ease. I have no

doubt that. there are hundreds, if not thousands, amongst you

who could do the same under like circumstances.

It has been urged by the gentleman whom I have already
adverted to, that no body prevents us from learning English or

any other language we choose, but the Government is not bound

to provide for us. But this doctrine appears to me quite as

consistent as that about tulips and exotics. The gentleman

himself admits that it is the duty of Gavernment to provide for

the education of the people 3 and if so, it must follow asa matter
of course, that the education provided should be good and sound
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aud asetul, and not ashadow which, to quote the language of

weaulay, can bring to the veeipient ueither bread nov honor.’

tt has been allalong hell in every part of the civilized world,

that the glory aml greatness of a nation dependy upon the snin

total of knowledge acquired by its foremost representatives, aad

not upon the extent of the area over which it is sprinkled in

drops. Greece was great beeause she hadher Tomer and Soc-

rates and Plato. Rome was Hkewise great because of her Philo-

sophers and Pocts and Tistorians ; neither on account of any

pepular edueation, for they had none, and the bulk of their

population was made up of helots. England is great and truly

ereat, but has she aghicved that grertuess by any system

of widespread elementary .cdueation? No: her greatness

depends upon her scholars and her scientific men. Take them

away and she will at once sink to the position of Spain or Portu-

gal. If then the greatucss of a nation depends upon the extent

to which liberal education is cultivated in it, is clearly the duty

of the British Indian Government to offer every encouragement

to high education in this country, and not to letit take care of

itself, in order that Government resources alone may be devoted

solely to that which is not by itself able to help the nation

onward,—a postponement of that which is of the utmost im-

portance, for that which: of secondary.consequence. In the cess

despatch, just veccived, it is said“ that the true wealth of a

wise and just Government lics in the growing wealth of its

people, aud the fiscal system which most encourages the accumu.

lation and enjoyment of capital in private hands must in’ the

long run be the most profitable to the state” and if so, it is the

fovernment is clearly hound to encourage that kind of cdueation

ynost which is caleulated to be the most remunerative and nol to

deny it all eneouragemont because it leads to matevial advan

tages. In European eguutries every possible encouragement is

held forth to university education, large annual grants ‘are given

from the state exchequer for the support of universities. tu

Gennany this amounts to 29 thalers for every thaler paid by the

student in the way al fees In Peanee the Government allow
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once is 190 Tis., wer student, and in Italy to no less than 237

Ns., against an average of only 10 Rs, in Bengal, Turnin~

from the continent to England we find the magnificent endow:

ments ofher Colleges are due to a great extent Lo gifts of land by

former sovereigns, and the- state allowance to the Qucen’s

College in Dublin and the Maynooth grant shew that the princi-

pdl€bas not been lost sight of in the preseut day. No doubt many

of the endowments of English Colleges are due to private chari-

tics, but those charities did net flow in all at once. Centuries

passed away before they attained their present proportions, and

in India the same may be expected in a much shorter time.

Within the last fourteen years, that the Caleutta university has

been in existence, private bencfactions for the support of colle-

giate education have pouredvin to the extent of nearly seven lacs

on this side of India, and at that rate our colleges will be ren-

dered self-supporting before the century is out. But whether

they are so or not, the duty of Governinent will always remain

the same, and we have every right to demand—not to pray—that

it should render every reasonable encouragement to that which

is of the highest value for the well: being of the nation, This

has been repeatedly acknowledged by the Government itself, and
is such a manifest truisu: in the scicnee of Government, that it

would be a waste of words to demonstrate it.

But while advocating the cultivation of the English language

for those who can afford the necessary time and the means, I

shall not forget the claims of those classes who cannot afford

them, For them the vernaculars must continue to be the only

media of edueation, and it behoves both the Government and the

people at Jarge to see that they are supplied with what is most

appropriate for them. shall be the last to deny any man his

due ; but I cannot tolerate any scheme which will deprive one

section of the community of its rights for the benefit of another,

even when pub forth under the cloak of benevolence and philun-

thropy. Injustice does not cease to be so because its proceeds are

devoted to a good purpose. To do evil that good may proceed

feom it enters notin my humble code of morals, If Governinent
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us hound to provide for the education of the people ander its care

it is bound to see that the means at its disposal are equally

stributed among the different classes of the community, who

contribute to those means and not to select some for its favors

aud neglect others,

It isthe fashion among some of ouy enemies to say that the

education given in the Government Colleges is charity education.

1 denounce the charge asa malicious calumny, and altogether

repudiate the idea that education given at the cost of the state,

that is out of the public revenues contributed by the people at

large, is an act of charity. Were it so you may as reasonably

say that the protection we derive from the police and the judicial

establishments of the country;are\ gratuitous ; and the military

establishinents are kept up gratis for ourgood. Asa matter of

fact, we in Bengal, pay move foy eur education besides the share

which comes out of cur contribution to the revenues of the state,

than any other nation in the civilized werld. According to a

recent resolution of the University authorities of Oxford the

anual fee has been reduced to £3-10 in that ancient seat of

learning, when the average cost to each student in Bengalis £9.

Bearing this in mind T ask is it not a matter of extraordinary

efontery for those who get their education at the cost of 3-10 to

themselves, the rest being mudejp by public charities, to call us

charity boys who pay £14-G in Caleutta. True there are some

Government scholarships attached to owr colleges, and their tota?

value is about £7000 a year, but before malevolent people

carp ab ous for them, it would be well if they would

remember that in France over 18 lacs are annually devoted

ta bursaiics, and in England the value of exhibitions and bur-

sarics proceeding from pure charity considerably exceeds that

sum.

‘There is one question more to which I shall advert ; it is the

possibility of raising the Indian vernaculars suiliciently for the

purposes of a liberal course of education. 1 begin by denying

that such a thing is possible within any reasonable time. There

are at hundred and oue vernaculars pow current in the country,
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and ras utterly utopian to suppose that all or most of them

hw improved so as to be fit for university education. None

believe, will be full hardy cnough to insist on it, and if not ie

whole argument about the superiority of the vernaculars will fall

to the ground. A few of the vernaculars may be improved and

when they are what will become of those races whose vernaculars

are not improved? ‘They must be obliged to study in, to them,

a foreign tongue ;and if so why not give them the English at once

instead ef waiting for the iuprovement of a language quite as

strange to them. Even to effect thet improvement the only

means at our disposal is to import the scionces and the arts of

modern civilization fromthe nations of Ewrope, and how can

that be accomplished unless we Icarn those sciences first and

then translate them into our vernaculars 2 When Russia wanted

those sciences she did not begin by forbidding all foreigu lan-

guages, but by offering every possible encouragement to the study

of the French and the German languages. The Porte and the

Pasha of Egypt have done the same ina sinall way, and if our

Governors really wish for our good they must do likewise. To

sit still till the vernaculars ave improved would be the sures:

way to prevent the possibility ef their ever being improved. It

would be invoking Jupiter instead of putting our own shoulders

tothe wheel Bat even with om best exertions we cannot

possibly attain our object in less than a century, and to give up

the study of the English now is therefore tantamount to giving

up all prospect of improvement for three generations to come.

But even after that the necessity for learning English will not

cease, No Hindu in Bengal would for a moment wish to see

our present Government changed, On the whole India never had

a Goyernment so good in the whole course of her history ; and if

the Government is to last the necessity for learning Engtish will

always continue, even after the Bengali is rendered as perfect

as the English. Ttis the language of our gracious sovercign over

whose dominions the sun never sets) itis the language of com-

merce all over the east. Tb is the language of Milton and

Shakespear : af Newton, ane Bacor. of Loke aid Tluinae : it is
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the langnage of a noble host of physicists of the present

emutury avo have altogether, changed the face of civilization in

Europe ¢an you afford to give up such a language for the pocms

of Kritibas and the dogerels of Kavi-Kankan, or even for such

sloppy translations as you can produce for years tocome? If

you can I shall deeply regret your choice, for it would amount to

an intellectual suicide. (Lremendous loud cheering.)

Basu Karimonun Dass said -—Myr. Chairman and Gentlemen.

Tho splendid talents and exalted rank of the nobleman by whom

this Resolution has been proposed, the superior cloquence and

comprehensive view of the question taken by the distinguished

gentleman who followed him—a gentleman as well-known in the

department of literature and scichce as in the region of politics,

render it superfluous for me to tire your patience to any great

length by further observation in support) of this Resolution.—

T hope, however, I shall be excused if I attempt to sct forth Lefore

yon some of. the salient points which this most important and

momentous subject prescnts to my mind. I shall not be longer

if I can help it than so scrious a matter requires.

T confess I feel a sort of disgust almost bordering despair at

the manner in which the Government has hitherto looked upou

the arguments contained In the various reports and Ietters ad.

dressed by the learned and conscientious Director of Public

Tnstruction—arguments which were accepted and approved by

the local Government, by such an able, upright and virtuous

man as our Licutenant Governor (hear, hear.) I feel it with

sorrow and utter it with considerable reluctance that although the

honor and dignity of Great Britain is intimately bound up

with the right decision of questions like this—questions which

aflect the weal and woe of one hundred and eighty millions of

Her Majesty’s most loyal subjects, our rulers are not much

disposed to listen to the voice of the nation or to respect their

wishes. It is not my wish, gentlemen, to enhance the misfor-

tune of this nation by inflaming the minds of our rulers by in-

discrect declamation or unnecessary bitterness. It is of th,,

utmost importance to us that a difference of opinion on {hiv



question should not fester into rancour or breed any sort of

ill-feeling between our rulers and ourselves. But gentlemen when
I consider for one moment the probable consequence of the nm a-

sure coatemplated by the State, when I sce that the face of Bengal

is once more to be covered with darkness, that once more the

shadow of night and dismal superstition shall overtake this wretch-

ed, this ill-starred-country, I believe you will excuse me if I

go to the bottom of this controversy and explain to you how this

matter stands on the documents and despatches penned and issued

by the authorities. Many of you, gentlemen, are no doubt

thoroughly aware of all that has becn written and said regarding

this question, but as there are others present in this mecting

whose profession and avocation in life, may not have left them

leisure enough to enter into the details of this sad controversy, I

will begin by reading to you the Resolution of the Government

of India, Dated 8th September 1869, No. 3233 of the (Here the

speaker read the Resolution) Financial Department.

This official document is quite on a par with the other caleu-

lations and productions of that praiseworthy Department, which

delights in mysteries of figures, and finds deficit when there is a

surplus, discovers that a sum of Rs. 19,33,520 was spend by

State for the high education of the nativos of Bengalin the year

1868-69. This disclosure as was to be expected whetted the

financial zeal of the Government of India and hence the Resolu-

tion of September last.

I need hardly mention to you that this Resolution of the

Government is based on incorrect data and erroneous calculations.

Adverting to the comparative claims of English and Vernacular

education to the support of the State, the Governor General of

India in Council observes. “The principle which the Govern-

ment of India had in mind in the Resolution of September

applies alike to all English education viz., this, that the motives

which induce the people to seck it’are prima facie, sufficient for

its rapid development without any contribution from the

Imperial finances, Jt is notorious that the same assertion can

by no means be made in regard to vernacular education, It



may, it is believed, truly be sid, in respect even to the most

intellectually advanced provinces of India, such as Bengal, that

to desire for Vernacular education, or, as might distinctively be

suid, for cducation in order to develop the intellectual powers,

apart from the immediate purpose of securing material advan-

tages, is so low as perhaps hardly to exist. It is undeniable

that in this form education needs, and ought to receive, much

artificial stimulus and encouragement. ‘The Government of

India is glad, to perceive, that though dissatisfied with the terms

of its Resolution, the Hon'ble the Lieutenant Governor, and the

Director of Public Instruction, admit the practicability of

eradually, and with discretion, increasing the contributions

of those who receive from the State, or by its aid, an English

education, The Governor General in Council is of opinion that

this should be kept constantly and prominently in view and

that it should be, in accordance with the views expressed by

successive Secretaries of State, the constant aim of the Supreme

and the local Governments, co-operating cordially together, to

reduce to the utmost the charge upon the State for English

education, with a view to vender it as self-supporting as possible

There is another observation on this Resolution which I cannot’

help making, it is this, Weare told that for the purpose with

which the Government of India iecorded the Resolution of

September 1869, “ald English education must be classed high.”

With these introductory remarks which have set forth before

you with the object of pointing ont clearly the nature and object

of the measure which is now on the anvil of the State T will

proceed to make some remarks on the resolution which I have

the honor to support. ‘This resolution divides itself into two

heads :

Ist.—The vast progress which the cause of education has made

since the time of Lord Williau Bentinck.

2nd.—The calamity which awaits us ifthe proposed retrograds

step of withdrawing or considerably diminishing State aid from

fielish education be adopted.
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On the first branch of this enquiry, L have simply to call your

attention to the Resolution of Lord William Bentinck dated 1

March 1835, which I find in page 7 of Vol. 1. of # Report on

Public Instruction in the Bengal Presidency from 1835 to 1851

by J. Kerr, Esx,

It would appear from the celebrated Resolution of Lord

Willian Bentinck, just referred to, deciding in favor of English

education that previous to 1885 the Government liad to provide

the students of its Schools and Colleges with books and stipends

in order to enable them to study in pursuance perhaps of the

custom which prevailed in this country during the reign of the

Hindoo and Mahomedan Governments. The poverty of thestudents

stood in their way and this Resolution.of Lord William Bentinck

put atemporary check to their progress, so that the Government of

Lord Auckland considered it necessary in the year 1839 to bestow

scholarships in the proportion of “ one to every four of the

pupils” and Lord Hardinge in the year 1844, held out every pro-

inise of employment and reward to successful students. Such was

the difficulty the Government felt. in. this period of time that

notwithstanding all these means and devices the umber of sti-

pendiary students in the year 1843 was limited to 27 pupils

only ! Compare and contrast this result with what is returned

in the report of the Director of Public Instruction 1868-69, and

you will find that we have at present 5423 Schools of all des-

criptions English and Bengali, aided and unaided, giving instruc-

tion to 215,550 students. ‘This result, to say the least of it, esta-

blishes beyond the possibility of a doubt that education is now

fally appreciated and those who can afford to receive its light are

hot content to remain in darkness. If it be necessary to adduce

further evidence on this point, I need only say that this meeting

consisting as it does of men of all grades and castes of so many

districts and villages establishes most conclusively and beyond

the possibility of adoubt the degree of interest which is now felt

by our countrymen in the cause of education (ear heavy.) But

whilst the nwmber of our educational institutions and the muuber

of those who attend those institutions is no doubt an index to the



intellectual progress or Bengal, it is by no means true that the

nber of those who have received suflicient and satisfactory

knowledge of the arts and sciences that ave taught in Earope and

America is very considerable. There is hardly one native who

can make a ship or evena pin, hardly one amongst us who ean.

teach the rest ofour countrymen the science and discoveries of

Europe hardly a score who can speak good idiomatic English,

Gentlemen, if occurred to me when I rose to address you after

the distinguished speaker who seconded this resolution, that if I

failed in using appropriate words and epithets in conveying my

ideas to you it was only because the education which I had re-

ecived was materially defective. The more glaring our failure the

more clearly it should appear that enough has not been done for

us to teach us cven the language of England (laughter.) As for

the social and moral progress we have made it is enough I think

to call your attention to the fact that most of our superstitious

institutions and customs are tottering fast dying away, that there

are amongst us a number of religious and social reformers whose

selfimposed mission in the cause of their country—whose perse-

verance in the cause of reform is excecdingly praiseworthy and

creditable to themselves as well as to their country (Hear Hear.)

What then are the arguments, whieh are used to divert or withdraw

the funds contributed by the State forthe promotion of English

education in Bengal——-what are the reason assigned for rooting up

the tree which has borne so many, so sweet, so beautiful fruits.

These arguinenis and reasons as they appear from official corres-

pondence may be divided into three classes. 1. Social, 2.

Financial, 3, Political. Under the first head may be classed all

those arguments which spring from natural sympathy for our

peasants, our shoemakers, our blacksmiths, our carpenters and

all those castes and classes of men, who live by manual labour.

The condition of these classes—their ignorance, their'superstition,

their bigotry and their poverty awaken pity in the hardest heart,

and it has been very justly said that their condition is a“ dis-

grace to England and to the English Government in India.” lt

isnot [may say the object or intention of any gentleman pre-



sent at this mecting to withhold the light of knowledge from

these classes. Speaking for myself I shall rejoice and welcome the

day when the torch of knowledge and civilization shall be carriage

to every village and hamlet, when a network of Schools and

Colleges shall be spread from one end of this peninsula to

another, when every peasant shall have his books and writing,

when even the shoemaker shall be competent for the Bench

and the bar, when in fact Bengal shall ring with the noise of

intellectual achievement, and fairly regain the place which she

held in days of yore in the scale of nations. (Cheers.) But at the

same time, I must say that very few of those whom our paternal

Government would thus assist, elevate, enlighten and regene-

rate can under pesent circumstances spare their tine aud atten-

tion for intellectual cultivation. | Children above the age of six or

seven are required to assist their parents in earning a livelihood.

Imagine Gentlemen, a peasant pater familias burdened with the

charge of six or seven children and the wivesand children of those

vhildren being dependant upon the produce of 20 or 25 Beghas of

land minus rent, minus cess, munus tax, minus fines and penal-

ties, working with borrowed seeds and borrowed ploughs, and

cattle, and youcan well realize to yourself a portion of the difficul-

ties, by which he is surrounded. (Hear Tear). How far is

it possible to educate men like these ? Compulsory education

would be more a blight than a blessing to these men and surcly

no man can be expected to read or instruct his children unless he

can feed them during the pursuit of knowledge (Loud applause).

The financial complaint, which presents complicated symptoms

in consequence of the disordered and disorganised machinery

at work and the endless confused state of our public ac-

eounts is after all a curable disease, which adniits of easy

remedy, if our rulers will look to the abuses which carry off

millions and apply the scissors of retrenchment to vested interests

and privileged high quarters instead of applying the pruning

knife mercilessly and ruthlessly to landreds of ill-paid writers,

amiahs, dulftavies and punkha bearers (Loud applause.) To spend

the intinilessinma: stan of 9 ur 7 dacs out of an enormous elastic

b
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and yearly inereasing revenue of 17 crores supplied by Bengal

and to call this 1-000 proportion a heavy weight on the exchequer

f the State is a process of reasoning quite unintelligible to

ordinary mortals and will hardly fail to excite the contempt and

ridicule of other civilized nations, which contribute so largely for

the development of their intellectual resources and for the progress

and advancement of those whom Providence has placed under

their care (Applause.) England occupies so very conspicuous a

place in the theatre of the world, that ata time like this when

the human intellect is making gigantic strides in all quarters of

the globe, when discoveries of all descriptions thicken upon us,

with such a rapidity that the most powerful intellect fails to

take a comprehensive view thereof at a time like this when even

despotic Governments take a share in the education of their

subjects, it ill becomes the position, the dignity, the prestige nay

the honor and pride of Great. Britain to renounce her noble

mission of awakening the energies and elevating the minds of one

hundred and eighty millions of men from any consideration of

finances by withdrawing its aid from high class education (loud

cheers and cries of hear hear.) Much indeed has been done, but

more, much more still remains undone. Gentlemen, I cling with

superstitious tenacity to the doctrine that nothing short of a

very high class education can achieve the task of India’s regenera-

tion, and you must excuse me if I say that to withdraw the aid

of the State from this class of education is tantamount to a re-

nunciation of the policy which the Government has hitherto

pursued. To substitute the Vernaculars for English as a cheap

medium of education at a time when there is hardly one work in

any oneof them, where you can find even a resume ° f thephilo-

sophical and scientific researches of Europe and America, when

there are hardly words and terms in those languages to render

and translate those researches would, it strikes me, be taking too

bold a step—a step full of desperate hazard and difficulty. The

result, gentlemen will undoubtedly be, “ mean reparations on

mighty ruins.”

It has been proposed to raise the fees in all Government and
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sided English Schools as a means of diminishing the contributions

of the State for such Education so that English Education in

Bengal may be prosecuted “ not only without carrying a charg

to the imperial revenue, but even so as to provide some means

for helping forward Vernacular Education.” This proposal as-

sumes in the first place that the students in our Government Col-

leges and Schools pay less schooling fees than the students in other

civilized eountries say England, France, Prussia, Italy and Swit-

zerland and in the next place the capability of the parents and

guardians of these students to pay more. Both these assump-

tions are alike unwarranted. In the University of Oxford the

fee payable under a recent statute is £3 10s. per annum. In

France the fee charged in all its colleges (Lycees) range from £6

to £10 per annum and the fee for the Communal colleges (which

resemble our district schools) ig £4 per annum. In Prussia the

average fee rate is a little lower than £2 lis. per annum and the

highest fee rate, appears to be £4 per annum. Mr. Arnold calcu-

lates that in Italy a State so newly constituted and engaged in-

struggles with such gigantic difficulties the yearly average cost of

a student for maintaining himself at the University all charges in-

cluded is about 3£. As for Switzerland the same author observes

that the “fees are low and the staff of professor is excellent.” Mr.

Arnold also tells us that France spends £3 7s. Italy £5 12s. from

the imperial exchequer and that in the year 1861 Prussia spent

£79,629 to meet a sum of £2761 from the students’ fees, endow-

ments &c., yielding a further sum of £21,160. Now, gentlemen

compare these figures with the statement in page 5 of the Report

of Public Instruction 1868-69 and you will find that the cost of

each pupil to the State in Bengalis Rs. 10-12-7 only. Can it

be said in this state of facts that the students of Bengal receive

a charity education? Can it be maintained for one moment that

parents and guardians of our students pay nothing for the

Education of their children when they spend lacs and lacs for

Shrad and marriages? The argument speaks for itself, and it is

only to be wondered at that it should find utterance from men

who paid much less to the State in which they were educated
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fhan the children of Bengal. It has been said that ihe position

and wealth of the students who read in our Goverument Colleges

nt Schools is such that they can easily pay an inercased fee for

theiy education, To rebut this assumption I have only to read

the vemarks of Mr, Sutcliffe Principal of the Presidency College,

reported in page 431 of the Report on Public Instruction for

1868-69. After giving a full analysis of the positions and

occupations of the guardians and parents of the students the

learned principal says that 25 per cent. of the students are

dependent upon their Schokwships for defraying their college

expenses. This remark. of the Principal of our most expensive

sovermuent institution has an cloquence, which I can hardly

surpass, and if with facts like these the Government should still

insist on an inerease of the Schooling fees, it would only

strengthen the impression that under the high-sounding name of

mass-education lurks an intention to bring about a dissolation of

our great Educational Institutions.

Before T resume my seat I wish to crave your indulgences

and ask your forbearance for a few minutes more. I would ask

you to consider the arguments which have been printed and

paraded so often and whieh are dvawn from a forced construction

of the Despatch of 1854, a document which has been tortured

and tormented to suit the premeditated views of those well-

wishers of Bengal who maintain that the time has come when

the State should withdraw its aid from high class and English

Edueation. These gentlemen maintain on the authority of the
G2nd and 86th paras of the Mducational Despatch for 1854 that

the English Colleges and Schools maintained by the State should

be closed. But if they will tum their eyes to the 2nd, 4th, 7th,

38th, 97th and 100th paras of this Charter of Education, they
will find the reverse. “What we desire to see extended in

India is that which has for its object the diffusion of the

bnuproved arts, science, philosophy and literature of Europe.”
Ow object is to extend European knowledge throughout all
classes of the people. “ We have shown that this object must be

ellected by means of the English language in the higher benches



of instruction.” Ts the system of cdueation that has been

adopted in Bengal cntirely provided hy the Government! Do

we not contribute very largely if not equally with the State: ar

this system? The receipts and disbursements of the cducation

department for the year 1868-69 as given in page tf of the

Calcutta Gazette show that out of a total gross outlay of £2,95,150

£1,19,651 is from private sources. And only £1,75,499 is paid

hy the State (Hear hear.) But apart from this circumstance the

“argument based on the 62nd para ef the Despatch curries its own

refutation, for that very para contains these words. ‘ But i is

Ser from our wish to check the spread of education in the slightest

degree by the abandonment of a single School to prebable decay.”

Now let us turn to the 86th-para, Can it be said that sufficient

provision is found to exist in many parts.of the country for the

education of the middle and higher classes, fur the diffusion of

a knowledge of the science, philosophy and literature of

Europe, so that Government institutions of the higher order may

be safely closed? Let me ask you in the name of truth whether

the fact is not entirely diflerent? whether even the higher order

of Government Colleges teach any. thing which may be called

a suflicient diffusion of the knowledge of European arts and

Science? Do we know enough of European Science—are we

taught cnough of European philosophy, when the most advanced
students of our Colleges cannot carry on a Geological Survey ?

Yes, enough has really been taught to us—the time has really

come for a discontinuance of English education when there not

half a dozen natives who can properly translate the scientific

works of Europe and America! Would it redownd to the

ercdit of Great Britain if India were thrown back half a cen-

tury ago, if superstition were to regain its dominion over her?

Would it reflect much credit on the English press which might

justly claim in its ranks some of the ablest and philanthropic

men of our time if they should lend their support to a policy

which was at once fillacions, Hiberal, and retrograde in ils

character, a pelicy which was the oll-spring of antiquated ideas

and fraveht with se imany unfortunate consequences? Ft is true,
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that the State might feed the intellect of the masses, but I say,

gentlemen, that England would drink to the dregs the cup of

her shame if she were to accomplish it by starving the intellect

of those classes, who in every country and clime in all ages

and stages of human development have so materially and essen-

tially assisted in the improvement and elevation of the masses

( Cheers.) Gentlemen, I now come to the most important and

interesting aspect of this controversy—its political aspect. In

para. 11 of the letter of the Director of Public Instruction

dated 30th November 1869, a letter from which I have quoted

so often and so much, a letter which does credit to his sincerity

at the same time that it does honor to the goodness of his heart,

after pointing out that “any sweeping measure as to increasing

the schooling fees,” such as is now suggested, will certainly not

result in financial suceess the conscientious Director observes,

“the benefits of these institutions have conferred and are still

conferring upon the country, in the improvement of every branch

of the public service, andin the advancement of general civi-

lization and enlightenment, are so striking and so overwhelm-

ing, that the possibility, of such an intention would never

have presented itself to my mind were,it not for certain recent

indications that there are misgivings existing in high quarters

regarding the political results to be anticipated from a wide

diffusion of a high English education among the "people of

Bengal, and suspicion suggested by them that there may not

impossibly be a latent desire to put a drag upon its progress

by the application of a money pressure, for which plausible

grounds can now be adduced in the disordered state of the

public finances. This is not a suitable occasion to discuss a

question of such vast importance, but I must venture to express

my profound conviction that such fears regarding the results

of enlightenment and intellectual culture are absolutely chime-

vical, and rest on no more stable foundation than the similar

views which were still current. in England a quater of a century

ago regarding the danger to be anticipated to society from the

spread of education among the masses of our own fellow-coun
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trymen.” What are these anticipated political results? What

are these misgivings which exist in high quarters? Is it that

the schools and colleges of Bengal supply roots which ft 4

sedition and rebellion? (Cheers). Is it therefore that the

trees which supply these roots must be starved in order to

famish their fruits? (Cheers). If so, our Inspectors and Di-

rectors are much indeed to blame: they should learn their

lessons again and begin their task anew, rather than draw high

salaries for teaching and preaching sedition to a class of men,

whose religion teaches them to be loyal, meek, passive and

submissive, whose theory is that the Flesh only suffers and not

the Soul, whose physical debility and constitutional weakness

is a sufficient guarantec of public tranquillity. Is it possible that

a nation that respects even the person of a cow for the sake of her

milk, should rebel against a Government that has fostered it

with all the fondness of a father for so long a time, and revived

in it love of learning with such preserving efforts and conferred

on it inestimable blessings ? (loud applause.) Is rebellion ever

known in the history of Bengal? I can scarcely conceive that

this is one of the misgivings, which lurk in the minds of our

rulers—I would rather believe that the Director of Public

Instruction has been misled than that the Government enter-

tains such ungenerous distrust, for after all ignorance is not the

best sentinel to keep the peace ! (loud and tremendous applause.)

Carried.

Ragan Suttyanunp Grosay Bauapoor moved the second

Resolution which was as follows: ‘“ ‘That this meeting, while

strongly advocating the diffusion of English Education, docs not

the less desire the provision, by every reasonable means of

Vernacular Education. But in the opinion of this mecting the

only satisfactory basis of Vernacular Education is the cultiva-

tion of Western literature and science.” He said after all the

elaborate speeches he had heard, he had very little to add.

The want of education in the Bengalecs had always drawn the

serious consideration of the paternal Government, Vernacular
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education was no doubt a very desirable thing, but still it en-

tirely depended on a fall and complete knowledge of western

rature. He thought that it was as mnch necessary to diffuse

Vernacular education as it was to supply the wants of English

Education for the middle and high classes. Yet, preference

should be given to the science and litcratare of the west, and it

would be very impolitic on the part of Government to withdraw

the onc in order to support the other.

Bavoo Kissory Cuanp Muirrer rose and said: Baboo

Romanauth Tagore and gentlemen. I have been requested to

second the Resolution which has just been moved by my friend

Rajah Suttya Nando Ghosal, and I.do\so with great pleasure.

The history of education in this country and the marvellous

changes wrought by it during the Inst two quarters of a century

afford in my humble judgment the strongest condemnation of

the educational policy propounded by the Government of India

and also the strongest support to the Resolution itsclf. For

some time after the establishment of the British Supremacy in

India no thought could be bestowed on the education of the

people. But when the empire was consolidated and peace was

proclaimed better ideas dawned on our rulers. Warren Hastings

was keenly alive to the importanee of extension of Oriental

learning. Lord Moira recorded a minute in the judicial adininis-
tration of Bengal in which he fully recognized the duty of the

state to promote the moral and mental advancement of the

people. Several English Schools were in the meanwhile estab-

lished in Calcutta and the metropolitan districts, the first of

these being one set up at Chinsurah by Mr. Robert May a dissent-

ing missionary and which culminated in the College of Mahomed

Moslem. These schools spread a taste for English learning.

Availing themselves of this altered state of fecling David Hare,

Sir Hide East, and the leading members of the native community

in 1816 established the Hindu College. The Hindu College,

Sir, proved a brilliant success. Its alumni were the first band

Xf xeformers who made noble exertions to improve and clevate
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shen country. They were eager tu communicate the knowledge

they had avqnired at the College to their less fortunate country-

men and they established for this purpose several schools in am

nround Calcutta. Of these schools I have given a detailed list

in a paper read by me at the Bengal Social Science Association.

In 1835 the battle between the Orientalists and the Anelicists

was decided in favor of the latter, and a new system of cducation

was inaugurated. Jt was based on the dictum of Macaulay that

a shelf of a good European Library was worth the whole native

Library of India and Arabia. 7& was announced in a Resolution

of the Government which I shall read to you:

“The Governor-General of India in Council has attentively

considered the two letters from the Secretary to the Committee

dated the 21st and 22nd January Jast, and the papers referred

to in them.

2ud. His Lordship in Council is of opinion that the great

object of the British Government ought to be the promotion

of European literature and seienee amongst the natives of India,

and that all the funds appropriated for the purpose of education

would be best employed on English education alone.

srd. Bat it is not ihe intention of his Lordship in Council

to abolish any College or School of Native learning, while the

Native population shall appear to be inclined to avail them-

selves of the advantage which itjaffords, and His Lordship in

Council directs that all the existing professors and students

of all Institutions under the Superintendence of the Coimunittee,

shall continue to receive their stipends. But his Lordship in

Council decidedly objects to the practice which has hitherto

prevailed of supporting the students during the period of their

education, Tf conecives that the only effect of such a system

can be to give artificial encouragement to branches of learning

which in the natural course of things would be superseded hy

more useful stulies, and he dircets that no stipend shall be given

to any student who may hereafter enter at any of these institu-

tious and that when any professor of Oriental learning shall

yneate his situation, the connnittee shall report w= the Govern-

LE
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tient the uiwinber and state of the class, in order that the

Government may be able to decide upon the expediency of

ppointing successor.

tth. Tt has come to the knowledge of the Governor General

in Council that a large sum has been expended by the committee

in the printing of Oriental Works. His Tordship in Council

directs that no portion of the Funds shall hereafter be so

employed

5th, His Lordship in Council directs that all the Funds

which these reforms will leave at the disposal of the committee,

be henceforth employed in imparting to the Native Population

u knowledge of English literature and science through the

medium of the English language, and Tis Lordship in Council

requests the Committee to submit to Government with all

expedition a plan fur the vcgomplishment of this purpose.

(Sd.) H. T. Prinsep,

Secy. to the Government.

The adoption of the English language as the sole medium of

instruction to the exclusion of the Oriental languages was as

grave anerror as the present proposal of excluding English edu.

cation and adopting the vernaculars. Now while T yield to none

ininy high appreciation of the English langnage and the value

of the treasures contained in it, 1 maintain that the learning of

India and Arabia is not altogether so false and valueless as Lord

Macaulay would have us believe. Undia was the eradle of

knowledge and has given birth to a host of philosophers,

physicians, and theologians who have developed new lines of

thought. Arabia followed in the footsteps of Athens, which

contained to speak, the concentrated intellect of Europe. She

cultivated mathematics, physics, and medical science with great

Vigor and success, That the philosophical labors of India and

Arabia successsively resulted in mysticism, and idealism, scepticisin

and sensnalism, is not to be wondered at,because they were the sole

actors, in that intellectual arena where in all age and among all

avilized nations they are in turn in the position of combatants
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and of the sovereigns, I can, therefore, well understand the en-

thusiasm of the orientalists for Sanscrit and Arabic, but I lament

the great mistake which they committed in making those d 4

languages the sole media of instruction, a mistake which would

have done harm if it had not been exploded by the keen logic

-and incisive generalization of Lord Macaulay. Lappily for the

cause of education the General Committee of Publi: Instruction

eutrusted with the duty of carrying oitt the new system inter-

preted the Government Tesolution Hberally and broadly in

respect to the vernacular languages, In their report on the

operations of the educational institutions in their charge for the

year 1835 they make the following pertinent remarks :

“ We are deeply sensible forthe importance of encouraging

the cultivation of the vernacular languages. We do not conecive

that the order of the 7thoof March preeludes us froin doing this,

and we have constantly acted on this instruction. In the

discussions whieh preceded that order the claims of the Verna-

eular languages were broadly and prominently admitted by all

partics, and the question subuxitted for the decision of Govern-

ment, only conserved the relative advantage of teaching Lnglish

on the one side and the learned Mastern languages on the other.

We, therefore, conceive that the phrases “ European literature

and science,” “ uglish education alone,” and “ imparting to the

native population a knowledge of English Hterature and science

through the medium of the Sanskri¢ and Arabic linguages’?

are intended merely to secure the preference to Kuropean learning

taught through the medium of the Sanskrit and Arabic

languages, as regards the instruction of those natives who

receive a learned education at our Seminaries. These jimpressions

have, as we understand them, no reference to the question

through what ulterior medinm such instruetion as the mass of

the people is eapable of reeciving, is to be conveyed. If English -

had been rejected and the learned Eastern tongues adopted the

people must eqnally have received them through the vernacular

dialects. It was, therefore, quite unnecessary for the Government,

to take any notice of the vernacular tongues and eonsequently
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we bave thought that nothing could reasonably be inferred from

its omission to take such notice,

‘We concvive the formation of a vernacular Literature to be

ihe ultimate object to which all our efforts must be directed. At

present the extensive cultivation of some foreign language, which

is always very improving to the mind is rendered indispensable

by the almost total absence of vernacular literature, and the

consequent impossibility of obtaining a tolerable education from

that source only. The study of English, to which many circum-

stances induce the natives to give the preference, and with it

the knowledge of the learning of the West is therefore daily

spreading, This, as it appears to us, is the first stage in the

process by which India is to bevenlightened. The natives must

learn before they ean-teach. Tho best educated among them

must be placed in possession of some knowledge, before they

can transfer ib into their own Jangnages. We trust that the

number of such translations will now multiply every year, As

the superiority of European learning becomes more generally

appreciated, the demand for them will no doubt increase, and

we shall be able to encourage any good books which may be

brought out in the Native languages by adopting them

extensively in our Seminaries.

The proper policy for the furtherance of education, the policy

that has in point of fact been always nd ought always to bo

acted upon is embodicd in the foregoing observations. Tt is the

only possible and practicable policy and its reversal at the present

moment will prove an irretrieveable misfortune. It implies high

English edueation for the higher and middle classes and primary

vernacular education for the lower orders.

In their report on the educational operations for 1637 the

General Committee of Public Institutions observes as follows :

“ A further experience and a more mature consideration of the im-

portant subject of education in this country, has led us to adhere

to the opinion formerly expressed by us, that our efforts, should

be at first concentrated to the Chicf Towns or Sudder Stations

of districts, aud to the improvement ‘of cducation among the



higher and middling classes"of the population, in the expectation

that through the agency of these scholars an educational reform

will descend to the General Vernacular Schools, and its bene,

be yapidly transferred among all those excluded in the first in-

stance by abject want from a participation’in its advantages.”

The expectation of the Committee has been amply fulfilled. I

know a host of educated natives who have communicated their

knowledge to their less fortunate countrymen in their own lan-

guage and in the manner and form most acceptable to them,

The ery that las been raised against them, that having received

a charity education in the Colleges they have done nothing for

their country, isan unreasoning ery. Now the truth is exactly

the other way. The education they have received is neither a

charity education as shown by Mr. Atkinson and by the fact

that the Hindoo Schooland Hare School are nearly self support-

ing nor is it true that they have failed in their duty as educa-

tors. Far from having done nothing they have done a great

deal in furtherance of the cause of education. They lave been

foremost in organising schools, literary Societies, and newspapers,

and in promoting and extending popular cducation in every

possible way. Their exertions in this direction have becn most

indefatigable and Jaudable, and instead of evoking the oblequy

of a clique deserved the lasting gratitude of the public. ,

“The same policy of imparting European knowledge through

the mcdium of English to the higher orders and through the

Vernaculars to the lower orders is confirmed and repeated in the

Despatch of the Court of Directors.” We must emphatically

declare that the education which we desire to see extended in

India is that which has for its object the diffusion of the im-

proved arts, science, philosophy, and literature of Europe ; in

short of European knowledge.” “Jn any general system of edu-
cation, the English language should be taught where there isa

demand for it but such instruction should always be combined with

careful attention to the study of the Vernacular languages cf

India together, as the media for theTdittusion of European kuuw-

lodge 5 and it is our desire te see them cullivated together in all
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schools, in India of suficiently high class to maintain a school

master possessing the requisite qualifications.”

What the Court of Divectors aimed at was the dissemination

of western literature and sciences to the people through the

media of both the English and vernacular languages, but they

never dreamt of separating those two media of instruction but

ou the contrary contemplated their indissoluble union. It is

the Government of India and not the home authorities that now

attempt to separate the English and vernacular education, to

compare the one with the other, and award the palm of supe-

riority, to “ vernacular education as better caleulated for the

development of the intellectual faculties.” I deny this position

as the English language is the key which opens the door to an

endless series of seerct and aruntold treasury of literature, where-

as the Bengalce language is still very poor and rude and _ the

eurriculum of the Patsalla may be mastered in three years. It is

because I look to the Bengallee language being enriched by the

lueubrations of the recipients of a high English education that

T advoeate the diffusion of vernacular education among the mas-

ses. At present not only the material advantages but the intellec-

tual advantages are all on the side of English education, To

strangle Huglish education would be therefore to arrest progress

among all classes and to put back the clock of improvement for

an indefinite period.

The resolution, while recognizing the supreme importance of

English Edueation, affirms the necessity of the promotion of

Vernacular Mducations. But I hope and trust that the primary

education which Government proposes to impart should not be

exceedingly primary or primitive or infinitessimal in its quantity

and quality, but something worthy of the mame of education.

Ata recent meeting of the London Social Science Association,

John S. Mill deliveret a lecture on National Education, in the

course of which he said that education is something more than

to read, write and cast accounts. So thinks the leader of English

thought. But so dees not Mr. Howell think, That acute

precisweiter says, that it is nob intended that the proposed
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vemmeular schools should elevate the students above thei sphere

in life. What in the name of goodness and cominon seuse de

education aim at but the elevation of its recipients ? T would

not care a cowrie for an education which would perpetuate ignor-

ance and superstition—an education which would fail to dissipate

that intellectual darkness in which the mind of the mass isen-

shrouded. What is imperatively wanted is an education which

will not be a shadow but a substance—an education which will

teach not merely words but things—an education which will

be both objective and subjective, an education which will teach

notonly the head but the heart—develop not only the intellec-

tual but the moral and the emotional part of ow nature.

Edueation, meaning, as it does, the educing of all our powers, is

required for all classes of men and of all.countries and climes and

creeds and for all time. T, therefore, emphatically repudiate the

distinction made by the Resolution between the claims of the

higher and those of the lower classes to education, It is as

untenable and unreasonable as the comparison made between

English and Vernacular Education in favor of the latter, True,

English Education is fraught with material advantages, but are

they not of importance to a country ? Are they not the motive

power to education here and-elsewhere, in the East as well as in

the West ? Learning for the sake of learning is a transcendental-

ism of which most men are innocent. Ller votaries are few and

to be found among men of exceptional natures and lofty minds

hungering and thirsting for knowledge irrespective of any tem-

poral benefits to be derived from the pursuit of the same.

Besides, it is necessary that certain classes of men should be

placed above want to enable them to pursue knowledge and

disseminate it among their fellowmen. Why is it that India

and Egypt were the earliest civilized ; because, thanks to the

fertilizing powers of the Ganges and the Nile, the means of

subsistence were abundant.

J would have it distinctly understood that those who have pro-

moted this meeting are not in any sense opposed to the primary

education of the masses, Some of them have been most zexloug
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promoters of education, They have been instrument tu es-

t Glishing a considerable ummber of schools and Patsallahs.

From them the educational institutions both for the higher and

lower classes have derived substantial aid. To their munifi-

cence and intelligence must be assigned the eredit of advancing

and stimulating popular education. J cannot, Sir, conceive how

an educated or a civilized man can be insane enough to resist

or be indifferent to the education of the masses; for it means

every thing. Jt means, the improvement of the social and

political, the ment: and the moral condition of the country.

Tt means the material as well as the spiritual well-being of the

people. Tt means the development of our resources and the over-

throw of that deLasing and demoralising superstition, which has

dwarfed and paralysed the powers of the mind. It means the

humanization and illumination of the myriad millions forming

the basis and body of the social- pyramids, In conclusion I

would repeat what I declared in 1644 at a public mecting of

the native community convened for the purpose of conveying

their gratitude to Lord Hardinge for the promulgation of his

Educational Resolution, of 4th October of that year, giving

pveference in appointment.to public offices to educated over un-

educated natives. Educate the people, and they will cease to

be fleeced by the mahajan, oppressed by the police and victimiz-

edby the amlah, Educate the people, and they will learn to

assert thelr rights as well as respect their obligations. Educate

the people, and the country will soon wear a different aspect

and assume her proper position in the scale of nations.” (Loud

applause. )

Baboo Chunder Nath Bose, a. a, (Pleader, High Court) in

supporting this resolution spoke as follows —

Mr. CitaremMan AND GENTLEMEN,—I take it to bean axiom

that no nation in modern times can make much progress in

civilization and material prosperity without a,deep and extensive

study of the highor branches of knowledge. And I can not be-

lieve for a single moment that England, whose own material
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prosperity is the result of a long and earnest study of the natural

sciences, docs not know that India must think and study in t’ >

way she herself has done and isdoing in order to become great

in the world. (ear hear.) I cannot also believe that England

does not know that notwithstanding what she has done, she

has not yet given anything like a sound and scientific education

to the natives of this country. Gentlemen, you all know that

the Englishman Newspaper lately compared Bengal to a box

of Incifer matches, that a high functionary of the State itself

—no less a man than Sir Richard Temple—recently declared

at a mecting over which he presided, that the education

of our countrymen was extremely poor and extremely un-

satisfactory. (Wear hear.) Now, Gentlemen, what does all this

mean? Surely it implies. that our rulers know that they have

not yet given us anything like education. What thenis the

meaning of the proposed educational policy? Is there any

colour of reason in the proposal to withdraw all State assistance

from high English Education? Whatever be the answer retarn-

ed to this question here, I am sure, Gentlemen, enlightened

Europe will return a strong neyative to it. (Hear, hear.) Then

again, is it not known to our rulers that the few attempts at

social improvement which we have hitherto made have only

proved that the education whicly we have received is singularly

unsound, singularly unscientific, singularly unpracticalt I

think, Gentlemen, I have a right to assume that all Englishmen

in India and the Government of India im particular, know all

this and something more. (//ear, hear.) L have a right to assume

that our rulers know that the Natives, in order to be able to

civilize themselves, must be provided with far better education

than they have yet received. Why then this warfare against

High Edueation, this nnwillingness lo deprive us of the paltry

sun of six or seven lacs of rnpees? To am sure many will say

that [ am wrong in using the word “warfare” in speaking of

the proposed withdrawal uf the State-grant from high cdueation,

hbeeause T have heard it said in certain quarters that as the

Resolution of the Government of India is based on the supposi-

BF



won that the higher and middle classes are now capable of

wating themselves, it would be a serious mistake to think that

the Government intends to discourage or put down English

Kdueation altogether. But, Gentlemen, in spite of all that

people may say against this view of the question, 1 will repeat

most emphatically that the Government of India does con-

template warfare against High FEdueation, Does not the

crovernment of India kuow that the paltry sum of six or seven

lacs, which it has determined not to give us, would be but as a

drop in the ocean, considering that the entire cost of educating

the masses of Bengal alone must amount to forty or forty-five

lacs of rupees? (Lear, hear.) Does not our Government know

that the great middle classes of Bengal are crying out from one

end of the country to the other, honestly, earnestly and piteously,

that they are as yet incapable of edueating themselves? And

will the Govermment deny us five or six lacs in spite of all

cur cntreaties and exhortations? Gentlemen, we all have a right

to ask our paternal Government why it grudges us only a few lacs

for the education of our children and our children’s children,

For nyself, Gentlencn, I cannot conceive any reasonable answer

to these questions—the resolution of the Government of India

seems to me a riddle more intricate than any that human

ingenuity ever devised. (//ear, hear),

But, Gentlemen, we must not, in our advocacy of high

vducation, forget mass education altogether. Yes, Gentlemen,

mags education is said te be desirable. Perhaps it is so; but fF

eannot believe for a moment thatit will produce quite a social

and intellectual millenniuiw as sowe seem to think, I will, how-

ever, in the name of connnon sense, ask you to consider whether

it would be possible to work out the gigantic system of popular

edueation contemplated by the Government of India without a

highly-educated native agency. Lookat the Patshallas system.

This system, Geutlemen, as you all know, was planned by the late

Sir John Peter Grant forthe education of the lowest classes of

the community, and it is perhaps superfluous to add that it has
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or ten years that it has been in existence. But F will exhort every

Englishman residing in India to tcll me whether this Patshana

system, which is meant for the lower orders of the people, could

have attained so much excellence—nay more—could at all have

been organised, unless there had been in the country a man like

Babu Bhoodeb Moockerjea, gifted with vast intellectual powers,

unfailing energy and uncommon force of character, and possess-

ing, as he does, a truly philosophical acquaintance with the

manners, customs and institutions of the people. Hf not, should

it not be manifest to you, Gentlemen, that it would

require thousands of Bhoodcbs with a hundred thousand well-

cducated Deputy Inspectors beneath them to educate und te

superintend the education of the countless population of India,

a country of truly continental dimensions? (fear, hear.) Then

again, Gentlemen, is it not. clear that the condition of the masses

would not be bettered a bit without technical education 1—that the

people must have some knowledge of the practical arts in order

to be able to make their lot a little more happy and contented

than it is at present? But has the Government, I ask, given

us any sclentitic education whatever ?—has the Government

yet enabled us to produce one single man who is fitted to in-

atruct the masses in the industrial arts? Gentlemen, it is no

doubt humiliating to you to confess there ig none amongst you

who is fitted to do this, But you can rest assured that your

humiliation is nothing to the humiliation which England will

suffer in the eyes of the civilized world, when the enlightened

nations of the West shall come to know that the Great British

Nation, while attempting to sympathise with the vast mass of

their subjects in Asia, had deliberately and determinedly alban-

doned the one indispensable method of doing them good. (/lear,

hear.) Gentlemen, I have done. But before resuming my eeat,

Jowill inform you, with very great pleasurc indeed, :that my

brother graduates of the University of Calcutta fully sympathise

with the object for which this Meeting has heen convened.

(Loud cheers )
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Mr. Broadley then rose and said +—

Mr. PRresipent AND GENTLEMEN,—Through the courtesy of

your President, I rejoice that one Englishman at least will have

an opportunity of placing on record his sympathy with the ob-

Ject of this important Meeting. Onno common occasion would

T have ventured to intrude my observations upon you, but I am

now led to do so by the paramount importance of the subject to

your country and to mine. When I say, Gentlemen, to your

country and to mine, I do not mean to England and to Bengal—

T refer to Bengal alone, Ido not admit that the accident of

birth settles definitely the final nationality of a man, I believe it

to be determined rather by the country i which he spends the

active yeurs of his life and in which his influence is felt for weal

or for woe—for good or forvbad) My lot has been cast in Bengal,

the working days of my existence will be spent amongst the Ben-

galis, and for this reason, I say, your country is my country. I

believe most sincerely that the object of this Meeting is the good

of our mutual country. Let us look back thirty years to the days

of Lord William Bentinck, and compare Bengal ofhis time with

Bengal of to-day, What a-wonderful change mects our view !

Look at the science of medicine or the science of engineering,

for instance, and the change—the change for the better—strikes

us atonee. If proof is wanted that) High Education has done

much for Bengal. I find it in the possibility of such a meeting

as we sce assembled to-day. But becanse we have done much, it is

no reason we should not advance further, and I cannot, I dare not

believe, that the Government having helped to teach us to walk,

will abandon us before it has taught us to run. Gentlemen, I will

not and I cannot believe this to be the intention, or even the

policy of Government. I have not spent all my days in England.

I have travelled over many of the countries of Europe and with-

out wishing to flatter you in the slightest degree, I must say in

my humble estimation there is no nation under the sun, which

has appreciated the English language so much as the natives of

this country. Ihave but one more word to say and that is,

with reference to a remark which fell from the lips of one of the
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the aid it had previously given to High Education, because three

or four native gentlemen had been successful in competing

the Civil Service of India—a service to which, I am proud to say,

LT belong. Gentlemen, E am assured such @ mean—I may almost

say despicablo—idea has never entered for one moment into the

minds of the rulers of this country. I am certain, when these

gentlemen return from England, there will’ not be one of them,

who will not tell his brethren in this country, how keenly he is

sensible of the kind treatment he has received in the distant

West ; and though a few mightbe jealous of their success, yet

the best and ablest men of England—men like Dean Stanley,

were only too glad to hold out to those Bengali youths, first the

cordial hand of welcome, and secondly the equally cordial hand

of heartfelt congratulation. May their success be an incentive to

others to follow in their footsteps | Gentlemen, I cannot conscien-

tiously take up more of your time, but before I resume my seat,

I must assure you that there is no person here, who sympathises

more deeply with the object of this. meeting than myself.

Carried.

Baboo Joykissen Mookerjee said :-—

I beg to move the third Resolution, which is as follows :—3.

That while by the spread of a high and liberal education by

means of the English language the British Government would

nost fully accomplish its mission in this country, it would at the

sume time derive from it most important economie advantages ;

inasmuch as it would thereby lessen the cost’ of , administration;

would greatly facilitate commerce ; would render its liws in-

telligible to all classes, and would establish a bond of sympathy

between the rulers and the ruled.”

The Resolution speaks for itself. Noact of the British Go-

vernment in India has done more to veconeile the people to a

foreign rule and to conduce to its own stability in this country

ona firm, rational, and economical bast: Chan fhe support which

it has hitherto given ty the diiftusion ef a high cued liberal cdu-
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cation among the people, Uowever limited that support may be,

and however disproportionate to the immense revenues of the

country, it has succecded in bringing about results which have

beon of no small importance to the country. To the Government

itself the advantages accruing from the spread of education have

not becn insignificant, and in fact, the system which has becu

hitherto pursucd has tended mainly to train up young men for

the different departments of the public service. The country

has only just awakened to the necessity of «a reform, which will

recognise the cultivation of the physical scicnces not only as the

proper discipline to the highly inductive character of the Iindu

mind, but also as the means which will enable the people of

this country to develop those vast agricultural and commercial

resources, for which the country has always stood pre-eminent.

If Government be therefore really carnest in its professions of

regenerating the country and qualifying its people for a higher

state of social and political existence, it should allot a larger

share of its revenues to meet this increasing demand for high

education. The material benefits which the country has derived

from the British Government and all that is noble and praise-

worthy in the progress of the people are duc to English education,

and it is not too much to ask our enlightened Government to

complete the work which it has so nobly begun. Even on the

low consideration of £. s, and d. the economic advantages to the

Government from the spread of high education among the

people have been immense. They have repaid a thousand fold

the costs that have been incurred for it. Tt is diffeult to con-

ecive what would have been the financial position of the Govern.

ment and what the burden of taxation imposed on the people,

if the numerous appointments which are now held by educated

natives in the various departments of the administration had to

he filled and reernited by men brought out from England. But

thanks to English Kdneation, the cost of administration has becn

Jimited to a no small degree by the employment of native agency.

Whether in the Judicial, Exceutive, Medical, Engineering or

Pdueation serviec, o1 in the department of Public Accounts, the
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natives have been every-where found to be fully equal to any

position in which they have been placed, and it is easy to imagine

the amount of saving which they cause to the Governmem,

which commands their services at less than one-third the cost

which would have been otherwise incurred. I might quote, as

an illustration, the case of the districts of Hooghly and Howrah,

in which the services of two Covenanted Judges cost the State

more than the services of the three Subordinate Judges and nine

Moonsiffs taken together. The disparity of cost with regard to

the executive service is equally apparent. English education has

not, however, simply saved the State an enormous portion of its

cost of administration. It has as well saved the country from

the horrors of taxation which, under a highly paid administrative

agency, would have assumed a form, which it is fearful even to

contemplate.

The means which English Education affords for an intelligent

appreciation of the policy and wisdom of legislative enactments

and executive meastires of the State have been no less beneficial

to the Government and the people. Nothing could be more

desirable for the peace and stability ef an empire than such an

appreciation by the people, aud the history of the British ad-

ministration in India has amply shown that circumstances which

have led to a constitutional representation of their grievances on

the part of the English educated people of Bengal have given rise

to indications of disloyalty and even to a disregard of lawful au-

thority and outbursts of violence in less favored parts of the
country. Vernacular schools were attached to every native re-

giment, but they did not save the army from the horrors of the

Sepoy Mutiny. Ignorance is the mother of evil, but primary

education such as is advocated by the Vernacularists, will not

dissipate that ignorance. Indeed, it has always been my opinion,

that if the Subadars and Havildars Majors and the Native

Officers of the Sepoy Regiments ag a body had been educated in

English, and understood the character of British rule and of the

British nation, they would not have swerved an inch from their

oyalty. Lastly, English education is gradually making the
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people of this country familiar with the character, history, and

institutions of Englishmen, and thereby creating a bond of syn-

pathy between the two nations, which will be productive of the

happiest results to both. The political advantages of English

education cannot be therefore too highly valued, and it isa

matter of surprise that in the face of these obvious advantages

a proposal should be even for a moment entertained for gradually

diminishing, if not altogether withdrawing, all State support

for English Education, and thus striking at its foundation the

niost eruel blow which it is possible to conceive. That the

proposal should have been made with a view to provide funds for

giving elementary instruction to the masses, takes away nothing

from its character. In the absence ofa sufficient appreciation

of the benefits of English.Edueation by a majority of the higher

and middle classes of the people in the interior of the country,

it is easy to sce that the time has not arrived when English

Education will be entirely supported by the people themselves,

and that the proposed measure, if carried out, will put a serious

check to the cause of education and to the further progress of

the country. The education, which on the other hand it is

proposed to give to the masses, will, in the absence of all demand

for it, meet with every possible obstacle inits way, and even

if successfully carried out will, from its extremely elementary

character, be of little avail either to the country or to the

people themselves, Even without such education the masses

are being gradually improved through the medium, and by

the example of those who have received English Education,

and to whose influence, direct and indirect, does the country

owe that gradual spread of a desire for education, and that

perceptible diffusion of liberal ideas in matters of sociology,

politics, and religion, which are daily becoming more and more

apparent, The proposed imeasure would reverse this natural

course of things. Fotunately, however, we have, at the head

ofour local administration, a statesman who, under the most

critical circumstances, has not hesitated to advocate the cause

-of high education with an enlightened zeal and masterly abilitv,
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tad E sincerely hope that the rumour of [Tis TIonor’s intention

to lay down ere long the burden of office has no foundation in

truth. The state of my health will not permit me to say more,

but Tam sure that the Gentlemen who will sccond and sup-

port the Resolution will do it full justice. AHow me, however,

to say one word. Let it not be supposed from what I have

said this day that Lam in the least opposed to the education

of the masses. It might be egotistical to say so, but as I have

never spared moncy to assist in the diffusion of education,

among the masses, and in the promotion of their gencral wel

fare, I hope that that fact will protect me from any such

insinuation, All that I wish is that English and Vernacular

Education should go land in-hand, and that nothing should

be done to starve the English institutions for the sake of

feeding vernacular schools. (( Applause.)

Dr. Mahendralala Sircay spoke as follows :

Mr. CuainMaN AND GENTLEMEN,—In rising to sccond the

Resolution just moved, I must tell you, I do so with considerable

hesitation, and that, Sir, on niore accounts than one. I am

afraid, my appearance this evening is likely to be ascribed by

those who do not know me afd who have not appreciated the

significance of this Meeting, J am afraid, Sir, my appearance

with you will be ascribed to motives other than those whicli

actuate me. I might be suspected of being in league with the

British Indian Association, with the Zemindars of Bengal, against

the masses of Bengal. Gentlemen, allow me to tell you, and Tam

proud to tell you, I am a veritable plebeian myself, sprung from

the masses, from the class of tillers of the soil, primeval Zemindars

if you like. I would not have come to this Mecting had I not be-

lieved that the abolition of English Education, which would in-

evitably follow if the schooling rates of Government Institutions

were increased by the fiut of Government, would doom the masses

to a state of perpetual misery and perpetual ignorance. I would

not have lent my influence to this Meeting, infinitessimal as I

know that influence to be, I would net have lent imy influcnee,

&
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Sir, if I liad not believed that by -vuvening this Meeting the

British Tudian Association has done a noble act of duty, the

noplest it has done since its foundation—a duty not only towards

itself, but towards the Government and the magses, the so-called

lower orders.

{ have hesitation on another ground, Itis due to myself to

tell you, Gentlemen, and that I am altogether unaccustomed to

speaking in public. And IT must tell you also, that I feel

paralysed by the sight of this grand gathering no less than by

the suffocating air, ay, and by the suffocating eloquence of the

speakers that have preceded me. I am therefore afraid that

my incompetency, aggravated by a sort of physical and mental

paralysis under which I am laboring, might tend to mar the

effect of the brilliant oratory that has: just preceded, and the

no less brilliant oratory that, Phave reason to expect from the

names of the eminent and practised speakers still in the

programme, will follow. T shall therefore be short, leaving thosc

who come after me to be sweet and cloguent.

And gentlemen, I can afford to be short. From what has

inlen from the lips of the venerable mover of the resolution

which [ have the honor to second, I think it is searcely necessary

for me to say much in support of it. In faet, the resolution

which I have to second cmbuodies a series of truisms which need

only to be expressed in ordcr to be assented to. It is enough to

tell you that the necessity in an utilitarian point of view of

State support to Iligh Education is being seriously felt and

warmly discussed in England, in spite of what is known abroad

of her civilization, of the advances made by her savants in

various departments of the sciences. Matthew Arnold, in his

Report on the Secondary Education on the continent, relates an

amusing conversation with a scientific friend, a mechancian

and a mathematician, On remarking to him that “in one de.

partment at least, that of mechanies and engineering, we seemed,

in spite of the absence of special schools and the idea of science,

to get on wonderfully well,” he received the following reply :-—

‘* On the contrary we get on wonderfully ill, Our Engineers
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have no real screntifie instruction, and we Jet them lear their

business at our expense by the rule of the thumb, but it isa

ruinous system of blunder and plunder, A man without cic

requisite scicntitic knowledge undertakes to build a difficult

bridge ; he builds three which tumble down, and so learns to

build a fourth which stands ; but somebody pays for the three

failures.” In ninety-nine cases out of a hundred, Gentlemen,

that somebody is the State, and whence docs the State derive

the money to pay for the blunders of its oflicials, but from the

life-blood of the masses in the ultimatum’? If such, Gentlemen,

be the state of enginecring science in England, what is the

state of that scicnce, or of any science, likely to be here ?

India, Siv, is comphatically a Taud ef famines and epide-

nics. And how are these) calamities, which have sadly

become so frequent of late, to be averted, except by a

profound knowledge of natural Jaws, a thorough acquaintance

with the medical und the collateral sciences? And how

can these sciences be best cultivate’ except on the basis

of High Education by which, of course, 1 mean High

English Education? Ask the Professors of the Medical College,

aud they will tell you how sorely they feel the want of a High

English Education in their pupils. Now, will Government

derive nu economical benefits; if famines and epidemics are

averted?) What is Government without the people? And how

can any Government prosper without its subjects prospering

also? These are truisms which require no demonstration.

But why need we multiply arguments to show thatthe British

lovernment itself will derive cconomical advantages from the

spread, of a sound and liberal English Education? Is it not

under moral obligations to educate the people of India? las

not the British nation, in the fact of its possession of India,

a most solemn and sacred trust,—the regencration of a vast

dependency, of the once glorious Hindu nation, the re-awakening
to life and liberty of upwards of one hundred and eighty

millions of souls? Would not England’s true glory consist, not

in simply helding wider subjection the people of India, but in
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elevating them in the seale of nations, in taking them by the

hand, and reconciling them to their long alienated brethren, her

own children? Let us sce, Sir, if England is not under the highest

moral responsibility to do all this. What would you ‘think of

the physician who undertakes the treatment of a case of apop-

lexy—and it matters not whether he has been called to treat

the case, or comes across it by pure accident, whether he

is paid for his services or not,—what would you think of this

genticman, if, aftcr attending upon the patient for a time and

succeeding in restoring him to consciousness, he abandons him ?

Would you justify him, would you exculpate him from the

heavy moral delinquency, if he were to tell you that he ha’

placed medicines within reach of\the patient, nay that he has

pliced medicines in his) very hands? The patient has indeed

been restored to his consciousness, but he continues in a state

of paralysis. Ife secs the medicines that will do him good,

but he cannot stretch forth his arms to catch hold of them,

or, if indced they have been placed in his bands, he cannot

lift thoso hands to his mouth. ‘Now, is not the relationship

of England to India exactly parallel to that of our supposed

physician to his paticnt with infinitely heavier and more solemn

responsibilities? It is only a few years back that England

appeared in India in the shape of afew merchants or traders,

God, in his Providence, converts these traders into governors and

kings, their balance-rod into a sceptre, a sceptre, Sir, which

now sways the destinics of one of the fairest regions on the

face of the globe. And when England assumed the sovereignty

of India, what was the condition of the latter?) Was she not

Jying, as it were, in the stupor of apoplexy, which has been

upon her for centuries without number, paralysed in all her

energies, and rottingin her very vitals from wounds inflicted

upon her delicate frame by a succession of the most despotie

and tyrannizing conquerors? The Anglo-Saxon of those days

who represented Englund, out of the abumdance of the milk of

human kindness in them,

that milk has been dried up from the heart of the Anglo Saxon

and am I to suppose and believe that
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fal and dutiful sons, out of this abundance of kindness, took

compassion upon India’s deplorable condition, the deplorabte

condition of a nation, which, at a time when the rest of the

world was sunk in primeval barbarism, produced philosophers

unsurpassed by the philosophers of Greece,—orators, (I beg your

pardon, orators we had nonce), warriors, who could compare with

the warriors of Rome,—and a system of religion, Sir, the

noblest that the world has produced, inasmuch as it was the

most humanising, the most clevating, because the most spiritu-

alising,—the Anglo-Saxon of those days, sent to our rescue by

God’s merciful providence, saw aud took compassion upon our

deplorable condition, and, Sir, nobly set themsclyes to work for

our improvement. Under the stimulus of education in Western

literature and science, and under the healing balsam of a benign

and fostering Government, improvement does take place, and

takes place most rapidly and almost unexpectedly. The apoplectic

stupor of ages isbroken. The people recover their conscious-

ness. ‘Lhey begin to perceive their own sad condition, which is

one of absolute paralysis of all their energies. And itis at this

moment, Gentlemen, that our Government has determined upon

withdrawing that aid which has, in the course of so short a time,

worked so mighty and beneficial a change in our condition. But

mighty and beneficial as that change is, it is far from being what

it ought to be, what with the continuance of that aid, it will ere

long be. That we continue still paralysed, Sir, the fuct of this

Mecting abundantly testifies, and it testifies to the lasting glory of

English Mducation and the lasting shame of ourselves. If English

Education had produced all its effects upon the gentry and aristo-

cracy of the land, would not they have come forward with open

purses and liberal hands to endow colleges and schools, instcad of

holding Prayer Mectings like this 2 Would they not have said

to our rulers, “ Well you are lacking in your duty, but we have

been too well taught by yourselves, to lack in ours 7?”

ds further evidence’ wanted to shew that English Education

has not yet borne full fruits P I beseech you, sec it in the
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progress which the Science Association Movement has made. I

had the honor to inaugurate that movement upwards of six

months ago, and in the course of these six months, 1 lave been

able to get in my list only Rs. 13,500 as the amount of sub.

scription in aid of an institution which will cost at least a lac

of rupecs fur being started, an institution which will redound ag

muuch to our credit, as to the glory of our rulers? And, Sir, who

wre they who have come forward in aid of this Movement? Are

they the ignorant and the uneducated zemindars who have not

yet learnt the use of their wealth t Are they not the educated

zemindars and patrons of education? But how few their num-

ber is, the Subscription List shows, and it shows therefore most

conclusively that the time has not yct arrived for Government to

withhold its aid from Wigh Edueation, ifindced at any stage of

education, Government ought to withhold its aid from it. There

ave other speakers, gentlemen, to come after me, and I cannot

now tresp2ss on your time by dilating on the limits of the funce-

tions of Government in a philosophical point of view, but I

believe that it will remain unquestioned to the end of time that

onc of the primary functions of all enlightened Governinents

is the organization of education, of education in the highest

sense of the term. (Loud and continued cheering.)

Baboo Jadu Nathu Ghosha rose and said :—

Mr. CiatmMan ano Geyturmey,—Though my name does

not vecur in the list of the speakers elect for this evening,

yet I hope you will allow me the indulgence to say a few

words in support of the resolution just seconded by my

fricud Dr. Sirear. J shall be as bricf as possible so as not to

unnecessarily trespass upon your Valuable time by vain at-

tempts at oratory. Gentlemen, I disclaim all pretensions to clo-

quence and would have certainly remained silent in this Assem-

bly, were T not impelled by a strong sense of duty to contribute

my mite of protestation against what I cannot help believing a

most seriously calamitous tmcasure threatened by our rulers to

be carried out 40 the ruin of the most cheeling prospects of pra-
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ures, peace aud prosperity of our fatherland. Gentlemen, — the

preposed policy of the British Indian Government in the Educa-

tion Department to encourage the so-called mass cducation at the

expense of the higher culture of the country scems to me as

short-sighted as it is singularly ungraceful. I cannot better

illustrate it than by applying to it one of our homely Bengali pro-

verbs, the wit and wisdom of which so recently engaged the atten-

tion of the foremost friend of the masses, the Rev. Mr. Long. This

policy isan instance of “ tq cut YS wta” (Caru marcy iuta dai)

“giving away shoes by killing cows.” Who can deny the merit of

the gift of shocs to the Brahmin? And yet,whatever be the quali-

ty and quantity of that merit, few orthodox Dlindus will dare

nequire it at the risk of incurring the enormous sin of destroying

the sacred animal in gratitude to whose milk it is so tenderly

treated. A few pairs of shoes into which the cow’s hide is capable

of being converted are no doubt necessary conveniences of civiliz-

ed life, but what sane man will therefore sacrifice his milchcow

to subserve such a purpose! When animals of this class die a

natural death—and there is no. dearth of such occurrences in

this death-stricken world—there is plenty of materials for the

shoe maker to use. Cow-poisoning, the not uncommon crime of

Bengali Moochies (shoe-makers) to promote the briskness of

their trade, cannot certainly be permitted to be perpetrated with

impunity even if the extreme alternative were for people to

walk barefooted. When the highest education of that portion of

onr population which is capable of profiting by it had been so

amply provided for by the voluntary endowments of private liber-

ality as to disengage the public grants, at this moment absolutely

necesyary, barely to keep it body and soul together, it would be

time enough for diverting the State funds devoted to this end to

further the cause of mass education. Iam extremely humiliated

to find that those statesmen, holding some of the best-paid offices

in the gift of her Britannic Majesty in India, who are the loudest

in support of mass education, have not yet shewna single cxample

of their real earnestness by coming forward with their private

liberality to set free the State funds for purposes which they hold
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not we an Indian Wykeham in Lord Lawrence, or why will not

grateful science still adore her Mayo’s holy” xame within the

walls ofan Indain Eton? When our Governors-Gencral and Se-

eretaries of State—not to mention minor functionaries—set the

example of founding and endowing collegiate institutions in a

country, the Hion’s share of whose resources are absorbed in their

salaries and allowances, our Zemindars and Rajahs and merchant

princes, might be expceted to follow these blatant bell-wethers in

the path of raising the standard of national education in India.

Till then the pseudo Friend of India’s howlings week alter week

in support of mass education at the expense of high education

should be suffered, as its maudlin sentimentality well deserves, to

fall flat upon the-ear of all right-thinking men. The English

Government in India might not be inaptly likened to an agyi-

culturist having immeasurable intellectual fields to cultivate.

Its wisest policy has hitherto been not to fritter away its

resources in attempting to grasp soils of inferior degrees of fertili-

ty almost verging upon barrenness as was singularly demonstrated

ly the almost complete failure of the one hundred and one Ben-

gali Patshallas established by orders of Lord Hardinge in 1844,

and as the senseless supporters of mass education to the neglect of

a higher one would fondly wish it to be again guilty of, but to

till those portions of its wide domains which promised the richest

harvest How rich the harvest has been even its bitterest enc-

mies dare not deny. What is the plain path of duty for it at

present to pursue? Not suroly to abandon these blooming gar-

dens to be run over by brambles and jungles of ignorance and

superstition under the idea that they are tulip gardens, which it is

immaterial to take further care of, indeed if not continued folly

any longer to cherish, but really to value them as fittest nerseries

for supplying secds and secdlings to advance the tillage of wider

regions heretofore lying fallow for lack of tillers and tools. Our

English Colleges and Schools are alone capable of furthering

popular education on a sound basis. It is they that will sapply

the latter with efficient and well-informed teachers and readable
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and healthy literature. Any scheme that would sailer English

education to droop and die before it had taken deeper root in the

soil than it yet seems to have done, before in fact the lille nu.

sery, to which the existing high educational institutions may be

properly compared when, viewed in reference to the vast fields to

be sown by their aid, bas becn transformed into an intellectual

Sunderban where exotic science and indigenous literature will

continue to flourish side by side. in all their native lwxuriance not

needing artificial aid, let no real Friend of India think of starving

out its goodly growth by drying up its sap-producing moisture

supplied in the shape of State support. Mass education, unless

fostered by men who have themselves been benefitted by high

English culture, will be only another instance of blunder and

plunder in the department of education) move than the one no-

ticed by Dr. Sircar in the Department of Engineeiing. Unless so

carefully looked after as soundly educated natives and their

equally well-educated philanthropic European fellow subjects

alone can do, this scheme will be merely a means of proselytizing

in the hands of those Christian Missionaries with whom the end

sanctifies the means—such an abuse of public funds, tho’ jealous-

ly watched over by the nation, whose highest interests it affects is

not seldom perpetrated to their not small mortification and to the

eternal discredit of that theoretically impartial British Govern-

ment in India, who are unwittingly made a party to the guilt of

using the unbeliever’s hardwrought money to the perversion of his

kith and kin, Is not this an illustration of our adage, “ cota fa

cola ay cwifa wit wiewa cattwi” (thore sil thore nora,

thoree vangee danter gora)—it is your own grinding stones do I

use to root your tecth out of your gums ?’ If, however, there

would be no such thing to fear in the missionary management of

mass-education in future, I would only be agreeably surprized,

(some body prompted the speaker, deccived,) deceived if you like,

gentlemen, if make mistakes in the correct use of English

words, I only furnish a fresh proof that the work of English Edu-

cation in Bengal is by no meaus-so complete as to be independent

of public support,

Bae
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One woid more and I shall cease to take up your time. Jt

appears to me somewhat inexplicable that at the present moment

when neatly the whole work of Government is carried on in Eng-

lish, when in the administration of justice in the highest Court

in the land English is the sole medium to the subversion of Per-

sian and Urdu or any other native language, and again when

there is so little likelihood of English soon making room

for Bengali in these departments, as Norman-French did in

favor of English in the days of Edward I., why is the culture

of English to be discountenanced ! Gentlemen, let not our Govern-

ment be guilty of putting the cart before the horse, let it first

make the Governing classes capable of understanding the people's

vernacular before that vernacular is allowed to supersede the

language of the ruling class in the work of education, which

vightly understood is but an apprenticeship to the duties of life.

And unless Government means (which is far from its intention)

to shut out its native subjects from the bencfits of foreign com-

merce both in regard to exchange of the produce of the soil and

of thoughts, as well as from the service of their mother-country

in those higher posts were a knowledge of English will yet be

deemed a sine gua non qualification, let it by no act of its own

discourage the cultivation of English and thereby make its mo-

tives liable to be misconstrued. The Hindus in the acme of

their power disallowed any but the twice-born the privilege of

studying Sanscrit literature, let not our present rulers be guilty

of a like selfish policy. If itis still necessary to teach Latin,

the language of the Roman Conquerors of England, in schools

in England, ay in the Grammar schools were certainly the hum-

bler classes and not the elite of England are taught, let English

be yet awhile cultivated in our schools as extensively as there is

means for its teaching and desire for its acquisition. (Applause)

Carried.

Baboo Issur Chunider Ghosal said:

GenTLemeN,—I have great pleasure in moving the 4th Re-

solution with which I have been entrusted. It is as follows:



“That in no civilized country are the great: seminaries of learn:

ing supported solely by payments from the students ; and the prin-

ciple everywhere acknowledged that it is the duty and interest o

the Stata to encourage a liberal education, is applicable with stil:

greater force in India, where the class of students is poor in

comparison to that of any other country, and where the necessity

of keeping up a staff ‘of European Professors greatly increases

the cost of education.

I will not inflict upon you a long harangue at this late hour

and even if I wished it, the state of my health would not permit

the exercise; and the eloquence of the gentlemen who have

already addressed you is a further warning that I should not

trespass upon grounds which have-already been trodden, J shall

therefore be as brief as possible, and I doubt not that my short.

comings will be more than made up by my learned friends who

will follow me. It is sufficient to state that we are all agreed

ag to the vast importance of the subject, and the immense ad-

vantage and benefit which both the governors and the governed

derive from a community of languages. Indeed, gentlemen, I

estimate the value of this bond of mutual sympathy between

the rulers and ruled, so highly that it is difficult to express ade-

quately my feeling, and it would I think be the height of impolicy

—a dereliction of duty and something worse if either party were

to cast away this priceless jewel that is now within our grasp.

My Jearned friend, who seconded the first Resolution has

shewn to you that both the nations of Europe and America con-

sider it the first duty of Government to impart a high and

libéral education to their subjects, he has also shewn to you the

difference in the cost of education between Germany and England

on the one hand and India on the other. Ifwe look to the na-

tions of the East, the Egyptians, Arabs, Persians, and Turks,

we find that they have carried the idea of State Education further

than the nations of the West, for they not only find Professors

in their Emambaras and Mudyasas for the education of the people,

but also food, raiment, and lodging and sometimes even stipends

in case of poor and meritorious students. In China they go still
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fucker, dow every patent of nobility in that counrtry isa diploma

from one of their colle@es, anesmple worthy to be followed by

Tions who call themselves better civilized, Again, if we look

in our own country, we find that ib was the glory of our sncient

kings to be always surrounded by a galary of learncl men of the

highest. Indeed a Vfindoo Prince, intellect who did not en-

courage Jearning, was licld in such disrepute that no pricst

would accept his gifts. Even now amongst our learned Pundits

itis rule which now one of their body dares break through

to cducate (he studewts who attend their cluss free of all cx

pense, Weare dlascarc, hawover, that the code of social laws

anmonest: the Lindus is so clesdly interwoven with their religious

system that knowledge, thongh go greatly encouraged, was

divided sunongst the different, castes which composed the comut-

nity. One caste had theology and philosophy and astronomy for

their special study, another easte had entrusted to them the study

of medicine and physics, another was cntrusted with the study

of the science of navigation aud commerce, and so on, but tho

professors of each class of learning had always the support of

the State for the prosecution of their studies and the diffusion

of such knowledge as they had charze of.

Tt has been reinarked by some that though amongst the ancient

Hindus education like increy was doubly blessed, he that received

as well'as he that bestowed it, by large endowments and grants of

Jond, that spirit has not yet shown itself amongst the people of

the present day in the encouragements of Western learning. These

gentlemen, forget that a nation that has become dormant like the

present Hindus through various causes cannot be resuscitated in a

day. Let Western civilization exercise the same influence over

the nation which religion did of old: and I doubt not the

stream of benefactions will flow freely as when the Sans-

evié was the language of the people. 1 must not omit

however to mention here that our Universities though only 15

years old have already received endowments of no mean charac-

ter, It must also be recollected that we are not only building

anew civilization dat uprooting oue, which, though ellete at
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the present day, is national, day of glory and is still surrounded

by the halo of many old associations. This is no casy task in

avy country, and it is peculiarly difficult in India where the

good-has degenerated into bad, and the prejudices owing to the

subject position of the nation have become highly intensified,

It has therefore become to them a shicld against all foreign

interferenee, and the only souree of combination left to the

people. It has therefore become to them almost a privilege,

and they tenaciously hold tu it as such.

Though the old Hindu College, if it had existed, would have

now becn nearly fifty years old, the Government system of

education on a comprehensive plan commenced only in 1855-

56 when the celebrated despateli of the Court of Directors came

into operation, In that year the nuinbor of Anglo-Vernacular

Schools was only 25 and that of Vernacular schools 54. The

last published Education Report of Bengal for 1868-69 shews

that within these fiffeen years the furmer has increased to 670

and the latter to 2962 and the unmber of students has alo

inereased in the same proportion, | If thisis not progress I do

not know what that is. he cost of education in Bengal and

the answer to the charge of charity education have been so well

set forth by my Icarned friend Babu Rajendralala Mittra that I

will not take up your time by repeating what he has said. If

Gevernment is determined no&é to give an English education

in other words liberal education except at a cost which would

be beyond the means of the middle class, I for one would

propose that they withdraw from the field of English education

altogether. Let them vide their Vernacular hobby with the mass.

Theu the middle and higher classes would have an opportunity

of combining knowing what to do for the education of their

children. And here let me ask you what has hitherto been the

policy of the Government on this important subject. You all

remember the fate of the Hindu Metropolitan College, founded

by my philanthropic fricud Babu Rajendra Dutt. Would that

College have met with a premature death, if the Goycrnment

chad uot stood out in formidable vivalyy F Again, only the



( 62 )

other day my respected friend Pundit Ishwarchandra Vidyasagor

sought to raise his exccllent Caleutta school, the Metropolitan

Tustitution, to the ranks of a College, but the Syndicate of the

University refused to affiliate it. Similarly my public-spirited

friend Babu Joykrishna Mookerjee offered to convert the

Ootterpara School into a College and to endow it handsomely

and applied to Government for such aid as was accorded to

Missionary Colleges, but our enlightened Government declined

to comply with his request. This is the way the Government

meets private efforts for promoting liberal education and yet

we are taunted for not exercising self-reliance! (Cheers. )

The principle of an education tax. or cess is in all civilized

countries connected with the system of compulsory and gratui-

tous education. Is our Government prepared to go that length»

remembering that the Rulers and the Ruled in this country

differ widely in race, religion, and fecling, and particularly

that our Missionary friends are sure to have the lion’s share of

the work with a view to swell the flock of so-called Christian

converts. I-do not blame the Missionaries, for it is their

vocation. I mean to make as many prosylytes as they can, but

will it be wise on the part of the Government to adopt an

educational policy, which will render their motives liable to be

misunderstood and misinterpreted? .I may however here tell

their proper vocation is preaching and not politics, And is not

the fee contribution from the people for educating their children

a cess more equitable and more elastic and less harassing than

any direct tax would be? Public spirit in paying for the benefit

of others is no doubt commendable, but surely no one likes to

give charity under compulsion and to see his hearth and home

sold in default.

Again, it needs be remem bered that the cost of English edu-

cation in India is greatly enhanced by the employment of Euro-

pean Professors, but that is unavoidable. European knowledge

without European Professors to impart it would be like a body

without a soul. Our native teachers are no doubt efficient to a

certain degree, but will they be able to impart that spirit ty
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their pupils, which a European is alone fitted to de by reason

of hig having acquired it with almost his mother’s milk. Eng-

lish teachers are certainly more expensive than those imported

from other European countries, and if the worst should

come to the worst I would certainly recommend the employ-

ment of these cheap European teachers. Inconclusion, gentle-

men, I must thank the British Government for what they

have already done for diffusing European knowledge amongst

us and I would beseech them not to make English educa-

tion an exceptional advantage for the benefit of the rich only.

If they donot approve of the presené system of English educa.

tion, let them give it up altogether, for in that case as I have

said before the rich and the middleclass would be placed on an

equal footing. Gentlemen, I do yet hope that the Government

will prove more generous than they profess to be. I have known

the British notion long enough not to know that they value pub-

lic discussion and are never slow to proflt by it. I have there-

fore no doubt that our united voice lifted from one end of the

country to the other will have due influence upon our rulers.

The warm sympathy which Mr. Broadley has manifested this

evening even my humble opinion is a sufticient indication that

the Bengal Civilians at least stand by us in the hour of our mis-

fortune, and their help I feel confident will carry us a long way.

(Applause.)

Basoo AMARENDRA Navutn CitaTterJEE,—B. L. Pleader, High

Court, in seconding the 4th Resolution, said, he would not detain

the meeting long at that hour of the evening, it being 5 minutes

to 6 o’clock. Nor had he much to say, as the question had been

discussed thread-bare by the able speakers who have gone before

him. The subject however was so tempting that even at that

late hour he would claim their indulgence for a few minutes. It

has been said that the money question lies at the root of the

Resolution of the Government, but that question had always

been before the Home Government in England. It was before

the Court of Directors when that honorable body rejected the
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proposal of Lord (Tardinve’s Guvemment for the establishment

of the Universities in India. ‘The Court of Directors in their

reply to Lord Hardinge’s Government expressly mentioned that

although they considered it was the duty of Government to

render the utmost aid to the intellectual advancement of the

people by a wide and extensive diffusion of a sound and liberal

English education, and that to the furtherance of that object, it

would be highly desirable to found the universities proposed

by the Indian Government, still the establishment of the uni-

versities would necessarily entail an amount of expenditure, the

State could not bear. Such was the reason which had led the

Government of the Hon’ble the East India Company to hold

back. But, happily, the Hon’ble Court of Directors came to a

different conclusion in 1854, -and its-despatch of that year to

the Government of Lord Dalhousie, sanctioning the establish-

ment of the universitics, and laying down for the guidance of

the Indian Government an elaborate and comprehensive scheme

for the education of the people, has, therefore, becn appropriately

termed by an able Historian of India as the intellectual Char-

ter of the people of India (Loud Cheers.) Since that time,

the resources of the State have vastly improved ; commerce has

expanded ; peace and tranquillity reigned over the land. Was

this then the time for the Government to put forth the plea of

necessity and disown its most sacred responsibility? He, the

speaker, here dwelt upon the intellectual condition of the country

in Lord William Bentinck’s time, and referred the Government

to Mr. Adam’s Report on the state of Education in Bengal in

1834. The importance of a sound and liberal English education

has for the last quarter of a century been in great demand with

the people. Time was, no doubt, when religious fears prevented

people from availing themselves of it, But its great importance

and absolute necessity, on at least political considerations, were

unquestioned. Ie would refer the Meeting to Rajah Ram

Mohun Roy’s letter to Lord Amherst, in which that far seeing

philosopher and philanthropist urged upon the Governor General

the claims of the people to a useful English Education. He,
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tie speaker, would not care in discuss the comparative advan-

zagos of an English anda Vernacular Education. But one fact

was patent tous all-—Anglicists and Oricntalists would, at any

rate, ageco in this, that mere Vernacular Education would not

raise the people of this country on a level with their English

Rulers. (Loud crics of Hear Tear.) No Vernacular -Educa-

tion would render people qualified for the high offices in the

State. And it is a dnty of the British Government to throw

open offices of distinction to the people of this country, if they

are qualified for same.

Tt is said that the Government ought not to encourage

English education, because people. seek for and pursue it in order.

that they may better their prospects in) life. Te, the speaker,

did not think it was at all necessary to consider this objection.

It was futile and puerile ; i¢ carried its own refutation. Nobody

would doubt for a moment that Education is universally sought

for the sake of material advantages. Of Sanscrit knowledge

alone it conld be said that it was pursued for its own sake

A more disinterested class of students conld not be found than

the ancient Rishies of India. But such was not the spirit of

modern civilizations. And yet the love of knowledge for its

own sake was not altogether wanting among his countrymen.

He, the speaker, would point to his College friend Babu Anundo

Mohun Bose, Premchand Roychund Student of the Calcutta

University, who after receiving the highest education that ar

Indian University could give him has forsaken all immediate

prospects here, and matriculated in the University of Cambridge.

(Wear ! Hear!) He the speaker thought there were three

points involved in the present controversy which should be

kept steadily in view. Ist. The Rulers should understand the

Ruled ; 2nd the Ruled should understand the Rulers, and 3rd

Tudia being a vast continent, there should be a community of

sentiment and fecling among its diverse nationalities for the

advancement of the common weal, And what could be a more

powerful instrument for the accomplishment of these important

vbjects that the wide diffusion of English Education. Then if
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was urged that although the natives cried for English Education

they were not willing to pay for it Now it was well known

that since the Education Despatch of 1854, Schools had been

multiplied at an astonlshing trate in the Presidency and in the

interior, and who were chiefly instrumental in founding them 2?

Were it not the English educated natives and did they not

pay two-thirds, and in many cases three-fourths of the cost of

those schools? ‘Thanks to Deputy Magistrates and Deputy

Collectors, Moonsiffs and Subordinate Judges, Pleaders and

Mub-Assistant Surgeons, and enlightened Zemindars and Talook-

dars, the cause of education was daily gaining ground. Would

it be wise or politic for the State in this frame of the national

mind to withdraw its aid froih English Education and thus stop

the good works. Pertuit. me, said the speaker, to conclude by

saying that in the name of every thing sacred and in the interest

of the whole nation T adjuve Lord Mayo’s Government to watch

aud wait, not to be precipitate, not to arrest the tide of progress

hy a sudden fit of economy or a misplaced zeal for vernacular

education! (Lond Applause, )

Baboo Bippro Dass Bannerjee said :—

Mr. Ciaran anD GENTLEMEN,—Since the beginning of this

educational controversy, Ihave goneinto hundreds of villages

and talked with thousands of peasants. After the fullest enquiries

I have come to the conclusion that the extensive system of verna.

ewar education contemplated by Government would be prema-

ture,

Much has been said by the preceding speakers regarding high

English education. I shall content myself with telling you that,

out of Rs, 29,51,508 spent for education in Bengal, Rs. 10,29,002

is spent for direction, inspection, and professional institutions ;

Rs, 11,96,510 are contributed by private individuals, the actual

net cost incurred by the State for English Education is Rs.

7,25,988 only | Inthe face of these figures, the proposed policy

of the Government of India to say the least of it would be highly

iunpolitic, I appeal to all Englishmen, whether it is expedient
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‘y demand 19 lacs from a people who alveady pay 12, and thar

all at once ?

The Government of India in their resolution dated the 8th

September 1869 have said that English educution has spread so

rapidly and is so much appreciated by the people, that it may

bo left to itself. I deny it; there are at present 1,62,674

students in Bengal, of these 15,680 belong to the vernacular

schools in Bengal under Babus Bhoodch Mookerjea and Kashi

Kant Mookerjea. Assuming the number of boys of school-going

age in Bengal to be + millions, and 2 millions belong to the

high and middle classes, 1,16,99£ boys receiving English eduea-

tion form a very low ratio. There are yet persons belonging to

the high and middle classes; who object. to send their boys to

English schools, because they consider that Muglish Edueation

will make them irreligious! There are myriads of students who

cannot learn English simply because they cannot undergo the

expenses of an English education,

As for mass education I say what [ have repeatedly asserted

asa journalist that the time is come to tcach the masses, But

education like any commercial commodity must be given on the

principle of the supply being limited to the demand. So say

our Vernacular Inspectors, who complain that the schools under

them contain a greater number of higher class students than

those of the lower class, for whom they are chiefly intended.

Why is this so! simply because the ryots cannot afford to lose

the labour of their boys. By all means give them education

but give them what they really want, 1 mean practical education.

The Government may establish schools and erect palatial build.

ings, but the teachers Tam afraid will have to address empty

benches. Unless you improve the material condition of the

ryots it is idle to expect them to go to schools which hold out

no inducement to them. Let this be done and then extend

mass education, but not by sacrificing high Hnglish cducation,

though according to the spirit of the great despateh of 18514,

you may gradually vetire from the direct management of the

schools.
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But after all what sort of education do the Government intend

to give to the masses? Is mere reading, writing, and casting

figures education? Ts it fair to keep the ryot in the leading

strings for ever? Such J fear will be the result of the proposed

scheme of mass cducation, Even now the ryots complain that

they have nothing to satisfy their legitimate ambition, (Here

he speakers read an extract from the Report of the Deputy

Fnspector of Sonamuky cirele. Vide Education Report for 1868-

69, page 358-59.) You may close the English Schools, but do

you believe that the ryots will rest satisfied with the education

ihat will not enable them to rise above the present dead level 4

The expenses of English Education may deter them, but will

they not curse the hand that will give them a drep and a drop

only which will serve to increase their thirst? Will not this

hc tantamount to an introduction of a new system of caste :

The rich educated, for they can afford any expense, the middle

class compelled to remain in ignorance, and the mass never to

be allowed to go beyond the iron barrier to be set around them ?

The true policy isso keep these English schools as they are, that

the rich and the myiddle classes as well as the children of the

Jower classes, if they have means, may finish their education

there. Tho Government are tantalizing the masses with pro-

inises which their own policy will not enable them to fulfil.

Napoleon “ will give anything to secure the adherence of men

jike Guizot and Thiers”!! Our Government are suppressing

ihe only class who are loyal on principle and from a love of their

country. As a humble but loyal subject of her Gracious Majesty

A decply and siucercly lament the determination of the Govern-

meut cf India on this important question. (dpplause.}

Carried.

Basu Divexpka MOoLLick, in moving the 5th Resolution

said, Ua his task was simple inasmuch as the preceding speakers

had exhausted the important points embraced in the Memorial.

dle was humbly of opinion that it was the duty of right-think-

fog and loyal subjcels to represent frecly and uureservedly their
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gvicvances to their Sovercign rather than brood over them ir

sullen discontent. “ Let us therefore,” he continued go up sub.

missively and respectfully to the Secretary of State and pray

that the impending calamity be adverted. I call at a calamity,

for it can be nothing else, if those who are destined by their

education and position to lead the nation in the path of intellce-

tual and social progress were shut out from the schools and

colleges by prohibitory schooling fees. I hope in saying this I

I may not be misunderstood, [ am not opposed to inass educa-

tion. I will hail the day when the millions of this country will

not only acquire rudimentary knowledge, but will be placed in

a position by means of practical instruction to bring modern

improvements to bear upon wnagricultural and other industrial

occupations in which they auay be engaged. It is our good for-

tune to live under the beneficent sway of a Sovereign who sor-

rows inour sorrow, and rejoices in our rejoicing, who looks with

an cqual eye upon all classes of Her subject without distinction of

creed and color. I cannot for aimoment believe that Her Graci-

ous Majesty the Queen and the great British Nation, in whose

hands are committed our destinies will do aught to arrest the

progress of English education in this country, to which may

rightly be traced the manifold blessings for which we feel so

grateful to the British Government.. Our prayer [ submitis

reasonable aud just, we do not wish that the slightest check should

be given to popular education. We only ask that the State may

not withdraw or diminish ity aid, limited as it is, from English

cducation. Ifour rulers have any faith in their beneficent

inigsion in this country they will I believe allow that that mission

can only be fulfilled by qualifying the natives to participate in

the blessings of that civilization, which has enabled them to

take the foremost place in the scale of nations, and what can be

more potent agency towards that cud than the wide diffusion of

European knowledge 1 The speaker concluded by moving the

following Resolution :

That the following Memorial embodying the views and senti-

ments aflirmcd in the foregoing Reselutions be forwaided to Hig
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Grace the Secretary of State for India through the usual channel.

To

HIS GRACE THE SECRETARY OF STATE

FOR INDIA.

The humble Memorial of the

undersigned native inhahi-

tants of Lower Bengal.

ResrectrevLtity Suewrtn,

1. That your Memorialists have been filled with great

alarm by the Resolution of the Government of India in the

Financial Department, No, 2296, dated Fort William the 31st

March 1870, announcing the reversal of the educational policy,

inaugurated by the Government of that enlightened statesman

Lord William Bentinck, and fostered by successive Governars-

General, which if carried out in its integrity will prove seriously

detrimental to the cause of the material, mental, and moral

progress of the people of this country.

2. Your Memorialists do not desire to revive the old contro-

versy as to whether the English or the oriental languages should

constitute the media of instruction for the natives of India.

‘The important results which have alrealy followed the policy of

Lord William Bentinck’s Government fully attest its wisdom.

Nothing, however, can be plainer or more obligatory on the

Government of India than the instructions on this subject con-

tained in the celebrated Despatch of the Honorable the Court

of Directors of 1854, justly regarded as the Charter of Educa-

tion for British Tudia.

3. The cardinal principles of the educational policy of Go-

vernment were thus laid down in that memorable Despatch :

“Tt isone of our most sacred duties, to be the means, as far as

in us lies, of conferring upon the natives of India those vast moral

and material blessings which flow from the general diffusion

of usefitl knowledge.”
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results of the employment of labor and capital, rouse them to

emulate us in the development ofthe vast resources of thei

country, guide them in their efforts, and gradually, but certainly,

confer upon them all the advantages which accompany the

healthy increase of wealth and commerce,” “ We must emphati

cally declare that the education which we desire to see extended

in India is that which has for its object the diffusion of the in-

proved Arts, Sciénee, Philosophy and Literature of Europe ; in

short of European knowledge.” “In any general system of edu-

cation, the English language should be tanght where there is a

demand for it ; but such instruction should always be combined

with a careful attention to the study of the Vernacular, and with

such general instruction as ean be conveyed through that

language.”...“ We look therefore to the English language and

to the Vernacular languages of India together, as the media for

the diffusion of European knowledge, and it is our desire to see

them cultivated together in all schools in India of sufficiently

high class to maintain a school master possessing the requisite

qualifications.”......“¢ Schools whose object should be to provide

nore opportunities than now exist for the acquisition of such an

improved education as will make those who possess it more

useful members of Society in every condition of life shall exist in

every district in India.”

“ We include in the class of institutions those which like

the Zillah Schools in Bengal,......use the English language as

the chief medium of instruction ; as well as others of an inferior

order such as the Government Vernacular Schools in

the Bombay Presidency, whose object is, to convey the highest

class of instruction which can now be taught through the me-

dium of the Vernacular languages.”

“ We include these Anglo-Vernacular and Vernacular schools

inthe same class, because we are unwilling to maintain the

broad line of separation which a present exists between schools

in which the media for imparting instruction differ.



This system was thus summed up:—

Such asystem as this, placed in all its degrees under efficient

inspection beginning with the humblest elementary instruction

and ending with the University test of a liberal education, the

best students in cach elass of schools, being encouraged by the

aid afforded them towards obtaining a superior education, by

means of such a system of scholarships as we shall have to

describe, would, we firmly believe, impart life and energy to

education in India, and lead to a gradual but steady extension

ol its benefits to all classes of the people.

4, But in the face of these emphatic injunctions, the Govern-

ment of India, in its recent Resolution, has proclaimed its

intention to withhold its-aid from “ all. English education,” de-

claring that “ the motives which induce the people to seck it are

prima facie sufficient for its rapid development without any con-

tribution from the Imperial finances,” that ‘“ the desire for Ver-

nacular Education, or, as might distinetively be said, for educa-

tion in order to develop the intellectual faculties, apart from the

immediate purpose of securing material advantages, is so low as

hardly to exist, and, therefore, ought to receive much artificial

stimulus and encouragement,” and accordingly ditects the local

Governments “ reduce to the utmost the charge upon the State -

for English Education with a view to render it as self-supporting

as possible.”

5. The withdrawal of State aid from English Education, your

Memorialists respectfully submit, would be a grave misfortune to

the people of this country. Apart from the intellectual, social,

and moral advantages, which flow from it, it has a direct economic

value to the Government, which can hardly be exaggerated.

The English Schools and Colleges constitute the ficlds of exercise

for the training of the children of the soil for the discharge of

administrative functions : indeed, were it not for the facility

thus afforded to recruit the different branches of the public

service, it would have been scarecly possible for the British Go-

vernment in India with the means at its disposal to have cariicd
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on the administration of the country with that success which

it has now achieved.

6. The present political condition of the country renders it

necessary that the whole of its legislation and the bulk of its

fiscal, Judicial and police administration should be conducted

through the medium of the English language, and it is of the

utmost consequence therefore that for a proper understanding of

their object, effect, and bearing, a fair knowledge of that lan-

guage should be possessed, not only by the higher classes, but by

all who come under their operation and influence. ‘To secure a

just appreciation of the motives of the Government by the

people at large, aud to create a bond of sympathy between the

rulers and the ruled, who are otherwise unhappily divided by

color, creed and feeling, such a knowledge is imperatively requir-

ed, and cannot be neglected without the risk of serious evil.

7, English Education for the people of this country is thus a

State necessity, and it is therefore the duty and interest of the

British Indian Government to apply a portion of the public

revenues to its advancement, for it not only thereby promotes

the cause of good government and is thus enabled to fulfll one of

the noblest ends of its existence in a foreign country, but

directly lessens the cost of administration and lightens the

burden of taxation on the people at large.

8. In another sense State expenditure on English Education is

also reproductive. Educated natives are so many missionaries of

knowledge, aud the light they receive they are naturally desirous

to communicate freely to their less fortunate countrymen.

Thus in 1855-56 the year when the Education Despatch of the

Court of Directors came into operation, the number of Anglo-

Vernacular Schools was 25, and that of Vernacular schools

54, while in 1868-69, the last year of actual returns, the former

had increased to 670, and the latter to 2,962, mostly through



the exertions of native gentlemen educated in English and under

ihe fostering influence of the Grant-in-aid system,

9 The object of the Government of India in reducing or

withdrawing State contribution in aid of English Education is

stated to be to divert itto Vernacnlar Education, but from the

facts stated above, it is clear that English Education helps on

the cause of Vernacular Education. For every rupee paid by

the State in the aid of the Vernacular schools, an additional

rupee is paid in the shape of fees and subscriptions raised through

the instrumentality of educated natives, and were this agency

to be repressed, the Government would have to bear the whole

aud not the half of the-cost of Vernacular Education as now,

while there would be no. scope left for that “ spirit of reliance

upon local exertions and combination for local purposes, which

is of itself,” wrote the authors of the Education Despatch referred

to above, “of no mean importance to the well-being of a

nation.”

10. It has been said that high education is sought only by

those classes who are well able to pay for it, but this, your

Memorialists submit, isa mistake, The social and political condi-

tions of the country do not offer any incentive to the richer

classes (whose number is extremely limited) to pursue a liberal

course of study, and those who sent their children to school are

generally poor and ill-able to defray the entire cost of their

education. It is to be observed also, that the Government does

not propose to withdraw its aid from high education only, but

from all English Idueation, whether rudimentary or liberal,

aud that it will thereby affect the bulk of our English schools,

many of which are primary institutions designed for instruction

in the elements of reading, writing and cyphering, and which all

include the Vernacular asa part of theircurriculum. Thus it

will be seen that the opposition of Government is to the spread

of English amongst all classes and not to high education through
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the medium of the English language for the higher classes exclu-
sively,

ll. The Resolution of the Government of India is calculated

to convey au erroneous impression as to the share of State con-

tribution in aid of English Education. It is often alleged that

the British Indian Government gives a “ charity” education to its

subjects, but how far this charge is grounded on fact will appear

from the following Statement : ~

Expenditure on English Education in 1868-69,

IMPERIAL Frrs AnDINSTITUTIONS, PUA RAE bow nents. ToTan,

Rs. Rs, Rs.

Colleges General... 191,456 95,499 2,86,955

Government Schools... 2,29,730 2,22,016 4,591,716

Aided Schools we 200,33 £ 3,79,404 5,79,738

Total ... 6,231,520 6,396,919 13,18,439

12. It will be thus seen that in Government Colleges an

amount equal to half the State contribution is raised by fees, sub-

scriptions and endowments, in the Zilluh Schools a sum equal to

the Government grant, and in the Aided schools nearly two thirds

come from the same sources, 2 state ot things quite in accord with

the general spirit of the Education Despatch of 1854, and with

the Grant-in-aid Rules sanctioued by the Government of India,

Yt is observable that the two Government Schools in Calcutta

kept up for the Hindus of the city, fir from being a burden on
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the State, yicld a surplus income, and that of the institutions for

nrofessional education the Law Schools shewed in 1868-69, a sur-

yius of Rs, 7,019. Your Memorialists may add that in Calcutta

where the demand for Mauglizh Education is exceptionally great,

an the people arefor the aost part ina position tobear the

whole cost of maintaining English Schools, the Government does

not now give any Grantin-aid to a school in which English is

taught.

13. . The Government of India scems to deprecate English

Education cn the ground that itis pursued for the sake of “ ina.

terial advantages.” It, cannot however, be denied that modern

civilization is closely i nterwoven with the material prosperity of

a nation, and that in every civilized country, education is valued

not only for the intellectual ‘and moral advantages it affords, but

also for its immediate bearing on the practical purposes of life

The distinction, sought to be drawn between the English and the.

Vernacular language as a medium of instruction, seems to imply

that the former, with its rich treasures. of literature and science ,

is not eulenlated so well as the latter todevelope the intellectual

frculties, This distinction, your Memorialists eannot help olserv-

ing, isan arbitrary assumption opposed to the unanimous opinion

of all the greatest men in India, European and Native. It is

certain that so far as intellectual discipline is concerned, the Ver-

nacwlar language of Bengal, being newly formed, though it is

rapidly advancing through the literary activity of English edu-

cated natives, cannot boast of those resources, whether in litera-

tare or science, which ean supply a complete course tor liberal edu-

cation or can gratify the thirst for knowledge of an intellectual

heing, Wenee it is that Vernacular Evdueation, however valued

as a medium of rudimentary instruction for those whose circum:

stances and occupations do not admit of English education, cannot

convey to the desired extent the European knowledge aimed at in

the Education Despatch of 1854, or satisfy the demands of mo-

dern civilization, or the political aspirations of the people. But

af Vernacular Education had no practical value, if it were a bir-
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ren intellectual exercise, how few even of those who now receive

it or who are in the view of the Government of India would ever

seek it, And here the economic value of English Education is

also evident. The vernacular books which are being so rapidly

multiplied are produced without requiring any direct stimulus

from the State, under the beneficent influence of that English

Education, Gvhich the Government of India would fain repress)

whereas in the other provinces where English Education has not

miade equal progress, even handsome pecuniary rewards have fail-

ed to produce a literature comparatively so rich and varied,

14, Every civilized country, your Memorialists submit, con-

siders it obligatory on the State to appropriate a portion of the

public revenues to the promotion of liberal education, and as that

edueation can only be attained through the mediuia of the Eng-

lish language in the present state of this country, it cannot, they

humbly conceive, be consistent with our policy to withdraw the‘

insignificant sum now given in aid of English Edueation in Ben-

gal, which is scarcely an appreciable fraction of the enormous

revenues which Bengal contributes to the imperial treasury. And

they would further point out that the voluntary contributions of

those, who avail themselves of the Eng}ish Schools and Colleges,

are much greater than the amounts raised in the other provinces

by compulsory local cesses ; while the fee payments in Bengal are

already high compared with corresponding rates even in Europe’

Thus by a recent statue of the University of Oxford its doors are

open to all for the almost nominal fee of £3.10 per annum and

while the fee rate in the Presidency College in Calcutta is

at present £ 14. 8s. per annum and in the Mofussil Colleges

£6. per annum, exclusive of fees for the professional branches

such as law and Civil Engineering.

15. The Principle, regulating the allotment of the public

revenues to the several provinces for the purpose of education,

is, in the humble opinion of your memorialists, highly unsatis-

factory. In the first place, out of an income of nearly fifty



millions, only £550,530 is allotted to education ; and that amount

is thus divided among the several provinces :~

For 1870-71.

Madras ...ccccsseeecaveenenees £8,010,915 £90,052

Bombay voc ccceceeeesesveneveaes £9,616,233 £1,18,271

Bengal wo... cceeeeeeeee eee ee £15,379,708 £2,34,384

North West Provinces...... | £6,351,728 £1,03,523

Punjab wc. ceeeeeee nee £3,873,749 £64,909

Oudh wo. sece ee ecee eee ese eee £1,590,483 £26,056

Central Province ..........6 £1,088,815 £27,864

British Burmah ............ £1,161,478 £10,998

16, 16 will be seen that the older Provinces receive far less

than the new Provinces, though the former yield a much larger

revenue. Bengal, your Memorialists submit, has a peculiar

claim to consideration. It yields the largest revenue in the

empire, and what is worthy of particular remark is that of the

all pervading tax in this country, the duty upon salts, from

which no man, woman, or child who uses that necessary of life

can escape, the people of Bengsl contribute a much larger

proportion than the inhabitants of any other provinces

The maximum salt-duty nm the other provinces does not ex-

ceed Rs. 3 per maund, whereas in Bengal it is Rs. 3-8 per manund,

and if the Imperial Government would, as an act of bare

justice, give to Bengal the proveeds of this excoss, there would

be not only no luck of means for the education of the masses,
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but there would bea fund available for that purpose which

uo local cess can cover.

17. Your Memorialists are aware that the Hon'ble the

Court of Directors in the Education Despatch adverted to above,

which is regarded as the Charter of education for India, “looked

forward to the time when any general system of education

entirely provided by Government may be discontinued, with the

gradual advance of the system of Grants-in-aid, and when many

of existing Government Institutions, especially those of the higher

order, may be safely closed, or transferred to the management

of local bodies under the control of, and aided by, the State.”

But no educational institutions, not even those of the higher

order, are now supported “entirely by Government,” on the

centrary, half the expenses-of the Colleges and Zillah Schools,

commonly called Government Schools, are now met by fees and

endowments, and two-thirds of the charges of aided schools are

borne by local funds. On the other hand, remembering that the

students in this country are much poorer than the corresponding

class in England or in any European country, with which a

comparison can be drawn, the State contributions in aid of those

Colleges and Schools cannot, your Memorialists submit, be

withdrawn or diminished without dooming them to inevitable

decay if not absolute ruin, a contingency which was most

strongly deprecated by the Hon'ble Court in communicating its

orders to the Government of India.

18. Your Memorialists are alive to the importance of popular

education, and the stress justly laid upon it in the Education

Despatch of 1854 and in the Despatches of Her Majesty’s

successive Secretaries of State for India, which relate to this

subject, but your Memorialists do not remember to have ‘noticed
a single expression in those State-papers, which implies that

the aid given to English Education, should be transferred to

Vernacular Education. On the contrary it has been repeatedly

declared that both should go hand in hand. While as regards

increased cost to the State, the Hon'ble the Court of Directors,

wlio inaugurated the present system, were fully sensible of this
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inevitable result, for they conclude their great Despatch with

these memorable words :—“ Although we are, fully aware that

the measures we have now adopted will involve in the end a

much larger expenditure upon education from the revenues of

India, or in other words, from the taxation of the people of

India, than is at present so applied, we are convinced, with Sir

Thomas Munro, in words used many years since, that any

expenses which may beincurred for this object, ‘will be amply re-

paid by the improvement of the country ; for the general diffusion

of knowledge is inseparable followed by more orderly habits, by

increasing industry, by a taste for the comforts of life, by exertion

to acquire them, and by the growing prosperity of the people.”

19. The recent Resolution of the Government of India

involves the transgression of the Educational Charter of India on

three cardinal points, Ist—it divorces English from Vernacular

Education, 2nd—by causing this divorce it undermines the

sound basis of Indian Education, viz, European knowledge,

inasmuch as the Bengali language, though ‘far more improved

than most of the Vernaculars of India, is not sufficiently

advanced for the communication of knowledge “in the improved
arts, science, philosophy and literature of Europe,” and 3rd—

by discountenancing aid to “all English Education” it destroys

the prospect, of the aided Anglo-Vernacular Schools, which feed

the Colleges, and where the bulk of the middle classes receive

their education. ,

20. The practical result of the new policy announced by the

Government of India would, your Memorialists believe, be the

surrender of English Education of a higher order to the Christian

Missionaries, whose avowed object it is to proselytize the people

of this country and subvert their national religion. It may

easily be surmised that such an issue will fill Her Majesty's

Native Indian sunjects with the deepest discontent, for what

could be more unsatisfactory to a nation than to see its own

hard-earned resources placed in the hands of a body of propagan-

dists, whose chief aim it is, as observed above, to overthrow

its religions and social fabric,
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21, Finally, your Memorialists venture to submit, the unani-

mity of opinion which prevails among the people of Bengal as

to the kind of education calculated to benefit them, the intellt

gent appreciation which they have shewn of the important

principle of local exertion for the diffusion of education, affirmed

in the Despatch of the Court of Directors, and the large number

of schools they have established under the grant-in-aid rules

suggest that some voice should be given to them both in the

regulation of the system of education and in the administration

of the education grant.

22, Your Memorialists humbly hope they have stated

enough to show that the time has not arrived for the State to

sever its connection with English Education in India, and that

the Vernacular languages, whether of Bengal or of the other

Provinces, have not attained the development necessary for the

communication and diffusion of European knowledge, and they

accordingly pray.—

That your Grace will be pleased

to take the above facts and

circumstances into considera-

tion and not to sanction any

measure, calculated to impair

the present efficiency of Anglo-

Vernacular Edueation, and

thereby to check the progress.

ing civilization of the people

of India.

Basoo Sree Coravt Pavt Cuowpry seconded the motion.

Basoo Buovrus Cuuxper Bayerses, B. L. moved the fol-

lowing amendment :

“That the Memorial just read be adopted, subject: to such

alterations in its form and the prayer contained therein, which

the Comunittee of the British Indian Association may think

fit to make, provided it should hereafter appear as rumoured

that the Sceretary of State has already signified his approval

K



of the Resolution of the Government of India, dated the 3ist

March last on the subject ander notice.”

Bazoo Hemchunder Banerjea B. L. seconded the motion,

which was carried,

Baboo Biprodoss Banerjea said: The last Resolution is not

sufficient, If it should be true that the Duke of Argyll has

already signified hisappreval of the Anti-English-Education policy

of the Government of India, 16 would be labour lost to apply

to him on the subject. I would therefore suggest that the

Memorial just read be sent at once to the House of Commons,

and that an Agent be deputed to England to ventilate our

grievances there. I also propose that Sir Charles Trevelyan

be requested to hold the bricf for us. I am sure he will co-

operate with us, for he was one of those illustrious men who

had induced the good Lord Bentinck to adopt the Educational

policy, which has benefitted the country so much. ( Baboo

Kristodoss Paul here remarked that Parliament would be

prorogued before the Memorial could reach England.) So

much the better for us. Money shall be forthcoming to de-

fray the expenses of the Agent. He will have time to prepare

the English mind to give us a fair hearing. A Memorial to

the Great Mogulin the Victoria Wotel will avail little. We

should go to the Seat of Power, and lay our case with all the

details before the people of England, who will not I feel persuaded

refuse to do us justice. I would however leave the question

to the discretion of the Committee of the British Indian Asso-

ciation, and would accordingly move that they be authorized to

address the Memorial to Parliament if they should think fit.

Baboo Kalimohun Doss seconded the motion which was

carried,

Thanks were then voted to the Chairman and to the"promoters

of the district meetings, and the Meeting broke up at 64 P. uM,



APPENDIX.

REPORTS OF DISTRICT MEETINGS.

BENGAT.

PRESIDENCY DIVISION.

24-PERGUNNAHS.

BARSIA BEMALA.

I

A ~Pupsiic Mertixg was convencd by the Members of the

Barsia Desa Hitaisini Soba on Sunday the 26th of July at

4 p.m. in the Barsia School Premises for the purpose of

considering the present educational policy of the Government.

Many of the educated gentlemen of Barsia and adjoiuing villages

were present on the occasion.

Babu Radhanatha Raya Choudhuri in the chair.

Tho President opencd the meeting and reyuested Babu

Bhavani Churn Datta to move the first Resolution,

“That in the opinion of this mecting the proposed withdrawal

of State assistance from English education of this country as

announced in the fiudia Gazette of Qnd May last is prejudicial

to the improvement of the country, and the Joss that will be

occasioned by it will not Le compensated by the education of the

masses, for the suke of which the aid is intended to he

withdrawn.”

Babu Bhavani Churn Datla made a specch in support of the

Resolution, The principal points which bis arguments rested

Were |



il

1. If the State aid be withdrawn, Colleges and Schools of

Bengal will no longer exist. For in that case the fees will have

X be increased so much that the present school-going population

will find it beyond their means to defray the cost of education.

Im no country are colleges and schools supported solely by the

schooling fees, to effect this in a country like Bengal would lead

to great mischief. The cause of Education will suffer greatly

from such a policy.

2. The education of the masses is a thing in itself desirable

and is such ag ought to enlist the sympathies of all who wish

well to their country, but however useful this education may be

English cducation cannot be sacrificed for its sake. ‘The Verna-

cular education, which the Government intends to give to the

masses can be only of a rudimentary nature, it will not extend

beyond «a knowledge of the three “Rs.” It is impossible

that the vulgar are in a position to receive educa-

lion which at all deserves the name, their circumstances

will not allow them to keep off their sons from mannal

Iubor beyond the age of ten. This education therefore will

do very little towards the improvement of the intellectual and

moral condition of the masses. “And is it politic, is it fuir,

is it wise,” said he “ for the sake of this insignificant advantage to

demolish high English cducation or education properly so called

to sct at naught the glorious results produced by the indefati-

gable exertions of so many noble-minded English Statesmen ?

to undo all that Enyland has done for the civilization of India

and to push the country back to the abyss of ignorance ?

The Resolution was seconded by Babu Surya Kumara Raya

with certain remarks.

The second Resolution was moyed by Babu Joyagopala

Chowdhuri. After some preliminary observations, the Babu

read the Resolution as follows,

* That in the opinion of this meeting it is the duty and interest

of Government to provide funds from the public revenues for the

high clucation of the people of this country,”
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After taking a retrospective view of Bengal just at the time

when the British flag was seen hoisted on its walls, the mover

of this resolution spoke of the indefatigable exertions, which the

British Government and noble-minded Europeans had hitherto

made for the education of the natives, and after describing the

glorious results that have been produced he said that “the highest

objects of education have not yet been fully realized, The

Bengalis have just reached that stage when they can only hope

to enjoy the wished-for fruits which education holds up to their

view.”—That originality is a great wantin the present state of

the Bengali mind none will deny, and as long as this end is

not realised, English education isa failure after all. Owing to

a high liberal education andcits, various encouragements, the

Bengali mind is already giving some indications of its former

energies and original vigour.” That “only time is needed for

the regeneration of Bengal, nay of whole India. The friends of

native education should have their whole attention directed

upon raising this country from the state of torpor under which

it has been growing for centuries.” ‘At this stage”, said he,

“is it the duty of the Government to throw cold water upon

all our high hopes and noble aspirations, by thus withdrawing all

State assistance from high English education of this country ?

Gentlemen, it is the duty of a Government to promote the well-

heing and prosperity of its subjects, The present policy of our

Government in withdrawing all State assistance from English

education, at this stage, is a violation of one of its highest duties

towards ity subjects.”

Tho speaker after showing by these and other considerations

that it is the duty of the Government to provide funds from the

public revenue for the high education of the people of this

country, proceeded to shew that it is also the interest of the

Government to do so,

On this point he adduced two reasons, which are :

Firstly.—The highest interest of a Government is to establish

peace and harmony among its subjects, and this end is more readi-

ly obtained by properly educating them than by any other means,
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for a school or a college is a better safe-guard than either a citadel

eva jail, The history of all the civilised nations of the world:

proves beyond all doubt that the stability of a Government

depends upon the peace and prosperity of its subjects and that

the moral sensibilities which are awakened in them by a proper

training.

2ndly.—The cost of administration is diminished by educating

the natives of this country, and allowing them to hold high

posts under Government. For the services of the educated natives

can be easily secured at alessexpense than those of the Europeans.

The experience of the last few years has shewn that the Bengalis.

if properly trained can conscientiously discharge the duties given

of the highest offices undex. Government.”

In conclusion he said. that “His Honor the Lieutenant

Governor of Bengal and the Director of Public Instruction

after proper investigation have pronounced that with the ex-

ception of a few rich families in Bengal the middle class men

who comprise the greater portion of the alumni are notin 2

position to bear the whole burden of high English education.”

The Baba after dwelling at some Icngth on these and many

other points impressed on the minds of his audience that it is

the duty and interest of the Government to supply funds from

the public revenue for the high education of the natives of

Bengal.

In seconding this resolution Babu Kalisohana Roya Chou-§ Y

dhuri said :

If it is the duty of a Government to protect the

lives and property of its subjects, the Government ought

certainly to educate them. For it is by education alone that

man’s moral nature is purified, and if the people remain ignor.

ant nothing can prevent the frequent commission of crimes-

Besides, Bengal yields annually a large sum to the Government

a small portion of which should be expended for the proper

education of its inhabitants.

The third Resolution was moved by Bubu Surya Cumara

Roya Choudhuri.



That it is quite impossible to make the Colleges and Schools

self-supporting solely by means of raising schooling fees.

The mover of this Resolution after shewing the great differ-

ence between the statements of the Financial Department

and the Educational Department regarding the expenditure of the

Government under the head of Education as appeared in the

Calcutta Gazette of the 26th November 1869 spoke following

effect, That the condition of the middle class men, whose sous

compose the majority of the alumni of our schools and colleges,

will not enable them to supply the sum of £54,000, now ex-

pended by the Government for English education, and which

sum is therefore still wanting..to make the Schools and Colleges

self-supporting in addition to the high charges, which they

already pay for the education of their children, “ The multi-

plicity of taxes,” said he, “imperial and local, the rise in the

price of provisions and the high cost of living at the pre-

sent day render the middle class the greater sufferers ; the

sudden rise in cost of education will therefore at once stop

the further improvement of the greater portion of the people

of Lower Bengal.”

This Resolution was seconded by Babu Rakhala Charana

Ghose. :

The fourth Resolution was moved by Babu Sasi Bhushona

Bandopadhyaya.

''That an abstract of the proceedings of this meeting be

forwarded to the Secretary to the B. I. A. for subinission to

the meeting which will be convened on the 2nd proximo for

the purpose of memorialising His Grace the Secretary of State

for India.

It was seconded by Babu Nemai Charana Roya Choudhurt,

Abstract

(Sd) Syama Vitas Rova Cnovunytrn,

Seeretary,
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BARRIPORE.

TL.

A meeting was held at Barripore on the 26th June last. It

was presided over by Pundit Dwarkanauth Bidyabhosun, and the

educated residents of and about the. place were present at it.

The contemplated withdrawal of State assistance from English

education and the intended memorial of the British Indian Asso-

ciation to the Secretary of State on the subject were intimated

to the gentlemen assembled; and they were unanimously of

opinion that the Association should lose no time in forwarding

the projected Memorial. They were further of opinion that

as the subject is one of grave importance inasmuch as if views

of Government be carried into effect, it would entail a

national calamity, the British Indian’ Association should not

rest contented with simply memorializing to the Secretary of

State but to adopt requisite measures so that the matter may

enlist the generous sympathy and warm interest of the great

English nation in England under whom God has placed us.

The mecting suggest that the following points be prominently

mentioned in the Memorial.

Ist.—That the stoppage of State assistance to English Educa_

tion will have a ruinous effect upon education in this country.

The native community deprived of Government aid to English

education, shall not be able to bear the burden themselves, and

the consequence will be a lamentable decline of education and

a corresponding eclipse of the glory of English Government.

2nd.—The decline of English education which would naturally

result from the stoppage of Government assistance will not only

be baneful to the natives and other residents of the country, but

it will also prove injurious to the Government itself by rendering

administration more costly than what it is at present.

3rd.—That the stoppage of State assistance to English FEduca-

tion would only save to Government a few thousand of rupees

at the risk of creating universal discontent and its attendant evils.

(Sd.) Rajcoomar Roy Cirowpry,

and 178 others.
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BARASET.

Ill

Pursuant to the notice issued by Babu Rajkrishna Mitra a

piblic meeting of the residents and inhabitants of the District of

Baraset was held at 7 Pp. a, on Tuesday, the 28th instant in the

premises of Babu Syama Charana Banerji in which the follow-

ing resolutions were passed.

Proposed by Babu Kader Nath Datta and carried that Babu

Anand Mohan be requested to preside.

Proposed by Babu Durga Charan Chaterji and seconded by

Babu Kumud Chandra and carried, that in the opinion of this

meeting the contemplated withdrawal of state aid to high English

Education is considered by the inhabitants of this district as a

national misfortune, inasmuch) as, it would, put a stop to the

progress which this country has been steadily making since its

first introduction into Bengal.

Proposed by Baba Kumud Chandra Mitra and seconded by

Babu Syama Charana Banerji, and Saradaprasad Mittra that as

the British Indian Association has convened a Public Meeting

of the inhabitants of Bengal, that representatives Babus

Rajkrishna Mitra, Vipradasa Banerji, Amar Nath Bose be sent

to the Association to represent the sentiments of the community

here on the subject.

Proposed by Babu Grish Chandra Gupta and seconded by

Babu Haradhona Chatuspati that a copy of the resolution be sent

to the B. I. A. for information,

Proposed by Babu Rajkrishna Chatterji and Golam Moula and

seconded by Babu Matilala Gupta that a Committee of the

following gentlemen be formed to carry into effect the above

resolutions.

Babus Bhola Nath Banerji.

» Madhava Chandra Banerji.

» Rajkrishna Mittra.

» Wrindavana Chatterji.

» Venimadhava Chatterji.

Le
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Babus Thakura Dasa Banerji.

» Wamuda Chandra Ghosala.

». Amaranatha Vasu.

» Madhusudana Vasu.

» Xaliprasana Sarma.

» Bholanatha Mukerji.

Venimachava Mitra.

Bhavani Charana Datta.

Syamalala Mittra.

Varada Charana Banerji.

Kalinatha Datta.

Kishna Charana Vasu.

Amrtalala Vasu.

Kalikrishna Datta.

Babus Dinanatha Vasuiand Mahendra» Lala Datta be Secre-

taries with power to add to their number.

Proposed by Babu Rajamohun Mittra that a vote of thanks be

given to the chair.

(Sd.) Dina Navutua Vasu.

BARA JAGULIA HITAISHINI SABITA,

1V

Av A Meetinc of the Bara Jagulia Hitaishini Sabha the

following Resolutions were passed with the unanimous approba-

tion of all present.

RESOLUTIONS.

I. That in the opinion of this Meeting the present Anti-

English Education policy of the Government in the withdrawal

of all state aid from such education is not only to be deplored

but calculated to mar the best interest of the country illumined

by the civilization of the West.

Il, That while approving the Education and Elevation of

the mass of population in this country, this Meeting is of opinion

that to afford such Education in preference to English is not

only unsound in principle but unworthy of a wise Government,
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VII. That this Meeting fully concurs with the views of the

British Indian Association in Memorializing the Secretary of

State in Council for Iidia, against such arbitrary policy of tae

Government.

(Sa.) BanaDA PRASANNA GHOSE,

Secretary Hitaishini Sabha.

Jagulia, )

Dated 29th Sune, 1870. {

PANTUATTY.

Vv

Extract from the Proceedings of a General Meeting of the

Inhabitants of Panihatty and its vicinity held on Suuday the 26th

May 1570,

Resouution.

¥, That the inkabitants of Panihatty and its vicinity con-

template with serious apprehensions the measure proposed by

the Government of India for withdrawing the aid which the

State have hitherte lent towards the Enelish Education of the

people of India inasmuch as it is neither just mor it is the

time for the people being saddled with costs of their own educa-

tion over and have the taxes they are now required to prey.
II. That this meeting fully sympathises with the objects

of the British Indian Association which is shortly going to call

in a meeting of the Inhabitants of Bengal for the purpose of

mewmorialising His Grace the Secretary of State for India against

the views of the Indian Governincnt on the subject of the

English Education of the people.

TIL That enibodying the views of the mecting on the pre

sent cducational movement a lettcr No. 307 dated 30th June

1870 attached be addressed to the Secretary of the British
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Indian Association to be placed at the service of the contem-

plated meeting at Calcutta.

(Sd.) Bezressvr Bose,

Chairman.

(True Copy)

Aminta Laur CHATTERJEE

Secretary Panihatty Association.

HALLISHOWURK.

VI

Resorutrons passed by the members of the Hallishohur Good

Will Fraternity aba mecting held on the 26th June, 1870.

T. Resolved that the Secretary of the British Indian Association

be informed that the members of the Fraternity are unanimously
of opinion that it is highly proper on the part of the inhabitants

of Bengal to memorialize His Grace the Secretary of State for

India on the subject of the proposed withdrawal of State aid

from English Education in this country ; for they think that

no policy is fraught with greater danger to the best interests of

the country, and its advancement in eivilization, than the one

in contemplation respecting, English Education.

II, hat with the view set forth in the above Resolution the

Fraternity feels bound in duty to co-operate with the British

Indian Association and’ that it shall be most glad to do its best

to further the objects of that Association.

Hf, That as it would not suit the convenience of all

the members of tho Fraternity to attend the Public Meeting

on the 2nd of July next, they think if proper to depute

Babus Gopal Chaudra Banerjee, Gopi Mohan Banerjee,

Pleader High Court, and Babus Kali Prasanna Chatterjee,

Giish Chundra Roy and Janoki Nath Gonguly, as their

representatves, to express generally, that the Fraternity is deeply

grieved at heart to find that the Supreme Government is quite

mistaken to think that itis only the children of the rich who
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receive education in English Colleges and Schools, that the fee-

rates in those Schools may be still raised to cover their ex-

penses ;—and that those in whom a desire for English Education

has been created are in circumstances to pay for their education

and need no State help. On the contrary it is the firm conviction

of the Fraternity created by experience and local knowledge that

the children of the middle-class mostly are educated in those

educational institutions and not those of the rich ; that the fee-

rates are now as high as the people can possibily bear, and that

those who wish for Education are notin circumstances to pay

the entire expense of their training.

IV. That the British Indian Association be requested to solicit

the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal not to retire from Office

before the Education question is finally) settled as no official

high in service, is better acquainted with the wants, feclings

and circumstances of the people of Bengal than His Honor.

Jagat CoanpBa McKensea,

Seer clary.

ee

NUDDEA.

KRISIINAGHUR.

VII

ProcrepinGs ofa meeting of the native inhabitants of Krish-

naghur held at Rajabari on 26th June 1870 for taking into consi-

deration the proposed Educational policies ofthe Government of

India aud the steps necessary to prevent it from being carried

into execution.

Meeting held in Krishnaghur"onthe,26th’June 1870, Maha-

raja Satish Chandra Roy Bahadur, in the chair,

1. Proposed by Rai Yadunath Roy Bahadur, seconded by

Babu Ram Tanu Laheree and carried unanimously. That this

meeting contemplates with alarm the proposed withdrawal of

State assistance from English Education in this country, and
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thinks tt incumbent on the people to endeavor by every legitimate

means in their power to prevent the contemplated withdrawal

rom being carried out.

2, Proposed by Babu Ram Chandra Mukerjea, seconded

by Babu Ganesh Chandra Choudry and carried unanimously.

That the views of the inhabitans of Krisnaghur with reference
to this vital question be submitted to the British Indian Associa-

tion in Caleutta, with a request that all needful steps may be

taken for the purpose indicated in the resolution No. I; or if

that be impossible, of so modifying the contemplated action of the

Government of India as to secure the safety of the existing

educational institution.

3. Proposed by Dewan Kartiek Chandra Roy seconded by

Moulvie Golam Rasul aud carried unanimously :

That a deputation consisting of the undermentioned gentlemen

be appointed to convey to that body the proceedings of this day

and otherwise representing the views of the Krishnaghur public

atthe meeting which is to be held in Caleutta on the 2nd

July next viz. Babus Ram Tanu Laheree, Prasunna Cumar

Bose, Rai Yadunath Roy Bahadur, Prasuna Chandra Roy,

Ganesh Chandra Choudry, and Tarini Charan Chatterjea.

(Sd) Manarasa Satis Coanpra Roya Bauapur.

SANTIPORE.

VU

Tue following was recorded at a public meeting held at

Santipore on the 28th June 1870. Babu Gopi Mohan Chatterjea

mm the chair.

We the Members present at this meeting are very sorry to

learn from the Secretary that our Indian Government chooses to

withdraw its annual aid from English Education among us,

which proposal if executed literally is sure at once to deprive the

majority of the people of their greatest blessings and comforts.
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We know from history that not even our earliest Sovereigns

were adverse to the education of the subject people, and we are

glad to acknowledge that our present rulers likewise have by

the liberal establishment of the schools and colleges accomplished

and are still accomplishing a most marked improvement of the

country. Our grief therefore is overwhelming at this unlooked-for

and heart-rending news.

In the eager hopes of obtaining prevention of this one

unalterable mortification we now most humbly supplicate Her

Majesty’s most Gracious favour of continuing the usual State

Grant for English Education.

Lastly we beg of the Secretary that he will oblige us by

forwarding this our humble petitionin the 2nd day of the

ensuing month to the Calcutta British Indian Association in

order to its transmission to Her Majesty's Secretary of State

for India.

We remain to be

Her Majesty’s most loyal subjects

Gort Manan CHATTERJEA,

JESSORE.
SUDDER STATION.

IX

ResonvTions passed at a meeting of the Inhabitants of Jessore

on the 20th June 1870.

Reso.vep.

I. That Babu Ramdas Bannerjca be voted to the Chair,

Il. That the Resolution of the Government of India No

3233 dated 8th September 1869 on the proposed withdrawal of

State aid to English education is, in the opinion of the yeople

of Jessore, calculated seriously to interfere with the welfare of



xiv

the country ; and that this Committee find it to their great

grief, that, the wise liberal policy hitherto pursuing by the

paternal Government of British India in matters of Education,

which has uniformly contributed towards the enlightenment and

advancement of the Community, should now be contemplated

to be abandoned by the civilized rulers of the land.

WII. That as the British Indian Association of Calcutta have

convened a Public Mecting of the native inhabitants of Bengal

for the purpose of considering the propriety of memorializing

the Secretary of State for India on the subject resolved.

That Babus Devendra Chandra Ghose B. A and B. L. and

Bhangshi Dhar Sen then requested:to be representatives of this

Committee to attend the said Association and express the feelings

of the people of this District on this important question,

IV. That the following gentlemen form a Committee with pow-

ers to add to their number, to carry on correspondence with the

British Indian Association or any other body viz., Babus Madan

Mohan Mozoomdar, Prasanna Kumar Dass, Kali Prasanna Sen,

Ramdass Banerjea, Anunda Chandra Bosu, Prasanna Cumar

Sen M. A, Kadar Nauth Ghose, Hemchundra Mukerjea, Hurry

Nath Datta, Bamundass Rose, Haronauth Ghose, Giridhur Sen,

Aushootosh Roy Chowdry of Noapara, Ambicachurn Roy of

Nurail, Rajcoomar Ghose of Katparrah, Hurrishchunder Roy

of Raruly, Rojonekant Mittra of Khajurah, Shamachurn Ghose of

Chowgatcha, Babu Hurry Ghose Chowdry of Ramnagore, Munshi

Syud Mahomed Hossen, Babus Harnauth Coomar Ghose of

Amirta Bazar, Tarinichurn Chowdry of Bogchar, Rev. Gogon

Chunder Dutta of Khulnia, Mr. J. R. Renny of Talinipore.

V. That a copy of these resolutions be sent to the Secretary

to the British Indian Association with a letter from the Secretary

of this meeting for information.

Prossunno Coomar SEIN,
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AMRITA BAZAR.

X

Ata meeting, held at the premises of Babu Efemanta Cumar

Ghose of Amrita Bazar, to protest against the cducation policy

of Government, the following resolutions were passed .

Proposed by Babu Shishir Cumar Ghose and seconded by

Babu Ramlal Ghose :

{. That in the opinion of this mecting, English education for

the people of this country is a State necessity ; that it is not

only necessary for them to learn the language which their rulers

speak, in which the laws of the land are written, and the gene-

ral business of administration carried on, but also for purposes

of good and economical Government ; itis therefore the duty of

the state, both in a moral-and administrative point of view, to

apply a portion of the. public Revenues for the promotion of

education.

Proposed by Babu Abhoy Charn Ganguli and seconded by

Babu Chandra Cumar Ghose, B.A. ;

II. That the duty of the State to enconrage and support

what is termed ‘“ High Education,” has been acknowledged by all

the civilized countries, where people has learned the value of such

knowledge ; this cannot be said of the people of India ; the

meeting is therefore of opinion thatit is the duty of the British

Indian Government, whose mission it is to elevate India, to

support English education by state grants.

Proposed by Babu Dwarka Nath Shiromoni end seconded

by Babu Mati Lal Ghose ;

IU. That the results of English education for the last 40

years have been most beneficial to this country, that it has vastly

contributed to the intellectual, social, moral, and political ad-

yancement of the people ; that to its salutary infiuence must

be traced the increased loyalty of the people, the promotion of

good fecling between the European and Natives, and the wonder-

ful progress of the Vernacular language, and that the proposed

withdrawal of state aid from English Schools and Colleges would

M
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not ouly retard the general improvement of the country, but

defeat the very object of Government in the promotion of the

Vernacular language hy discouraging the agency for its improve-

ment.

Proposed by Babu Madhu Sudan Mitter and seconded by

Babu Dwarka Nath Dey :

IV. That State expenditure on English Education is of a

veproductive character, that while ié produces cheap native

agency for the work of administration it is more than repaid by

the multiplication of schools with the aid of those who are

elucated in English, and that the best illustration of this posi-

tion is afforded by the fact that in 1855-56, the year when the

great education despatch of the Court of Directors come into

operation there were only 25 Anglo-Vernacular schools and 54

Vernacular schools, whereas in 1868-69 the former increased to

170 and the latter to 2962 attended by 142,820 pupils.

Proposed by Babu Guru Charn Bose and seconded by Babe

Paneecant Ganguli :

V. That the bulk of the students, who attend English

Schools and Colleges as has been conelusively proved by the

Director of Public Instraction belong to the middle classes of

Society, which have been the greatest sufferers from the recent

increase in the prices of provisions and the general cost of living

owing to the multiplication of taxes imperial and local and

other circumstances ; that any addition to the charges for educa-

tion which are already felt too heavy will prove a grievous

burden on them, and that if the desire to make the English

Schools and Colleges self-supporting has proceeded from a notion

that the wealihy ought to bear the cost of the education of their

children, that notion is most ill-founded, because a sufficient

interest in liberal education has not been yet awakened among

them, and that the measure under notice, if carried out, would

only destroy the prospects of education of the majority of the

students.

Proposed hy Babu Devnarain Kar ond seconded by Babu

Nabin Chandra Chuckerbutty ;
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Vil ‘That this meeting, while warmly advocating Knglisl:

Education, is fully alive te the benetils of Vernacular Education

that the best interests of the country suggest the adoption of

both the English and Vernacular Languages as media of instruc-

lion, that is tosay the English Language for the upper and

middle classes and the Vernacular language for the mass.

Proposed by Babu Uma Charn Kar and seconded by Babu

Kader Chandra Chand ;

VIL That the views and sentiments affirmed in the foregoing

resolutions be communicated to the Secretary to the British

Indian Association for subimission to the Public Meeting of the

inhabitants of Bengal to be held in the Town llall of Calcutta

in the 2nd of July next, for the consideration of this momentous

question and that Babu Devendra Chandra Ghose of the High

Court be requested to represent the views of the Committee to

the Centre mecting at Calcutta.

DvarkaA Natna SiromMAnt,

Presidunt.

BURDWAN. DIVISION.

BURDWAN.

XI

Meremye held at the Maharajah’s Palace on the 3nd

August, 1870.

ResotutTion I.

Movep by Babu Radhabenode Chowdry and seconded by Babu

Taruck Nath Sen.

That in the opinion of this Mccting the attitude now assumed

by the Government of India towards English Education in

Bengal is ene full of danger to the most cherished interests of

the country, and calls for a loud protest from the people of

every district in this Province in which English cducation bas at

allmade any progiess,
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Resouvrion IT.

Moved by Babu Modun Lall Tewari and seconded by Babu

Balipado Mookerjee.

That the new Educational policy for Bengal shadowed forth in

the recent resolutions of the Government of India is wholly at

variance with the broad and wise principles laid down by the

‘ Hon’ble the Court of Directors in their memorable Education

Despatch of 1854 and since repeatedly upheld by Her Majesty’s

Secretaries of State of India.

Resoxtution IIT.

Moved by Babu Aughore Nath Mozoomdar and seconded

by Babu Shama Churn. Tuttobagish.

That every thing considered, the time must yet seem far

distant when the people of this country unassisted by State

Grants will be ablo to meet, the necessarily heavy expenses of

their English Education.

Resotution IV.

Moved by Babu Taruck Nath Tuttoratna and seconded by

Babu Nobogopal Bose.

That under the existing circumstances it is impossible to

separate the cause of English Education in this country” from

the cause of mass education, conducted through the medium of

the Vernacular. As yet thereis no Vernacular literature pro-

perly so called, and if it is to assume dimensions at all commen-

surate with the real purposes of Education, it must long continue

to borrow plentifally from the great store-house of English

literature and science.
RESOLUTION V.

Moved by Babu Tyoylokyo Nath Chatterjee and seconded

by Babu Nobinakhya Bose.

That the best thanks of the Meeting are due to his Highness.

the Maharaja of Burdwan for his sympathy in the object of the

present movement, and for the kind manner in which he has

allowed this meeting to be held at his palace.

Resoivtion VI.

Moved by Babu Keshub Chundra Mittra, and seconded by

Baku Jogendra Nath Bose.
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That the above Resolutions signed by the Chairman be forward-

ed tothe President of the British Indian Association, Calcutta, ay

an expression of the public opinion of the District of Burdwan

with regard to the change contemplated by the Government of

India as to the educational policy for Bengal, and that: he re-
quested to forward the proceedings of this Meeting to His Grace

the Secretary of State for India through the usual channel.

RANIGUNJ.

XII

Tut following memorial was adopted at a meeting of the

inhabitants of Ranigunj held on 26th June 1870 and forwarded

to the British Indian Association for transmission to His Grace

the Secretary of State for India.

“ We the residents of Ranigunj and of the adjoining villages

beg most respectfully to represent to His Grace the Secretary

of State for India the impropriety of withdrawing state assistance

from English education in this country, fully persuaded that

whatever proceeds froin a warmest desire to promote the welfare

of our native community willnot be refused by His Lordship’s

favorable consideration.

1. From what knowledge we) have derived from our actual

experience, we are of opinion that English Education alone is the

proper channel of carrying us along to the enviable abode of

high civilization. Tf we look into the former state of our country

befere we came in contract with the British Government, it will

fully testify what wonders English Education has done within

a few years.

2. In case of withdrawal of state assistance, English Edaca-

tion will be totally eradicated from our country. For the

natives are in genera] averse to think for themselves and hick

independent spirit. No attempt will therefore prove etficacicus

unless Government meddles with it.

3. It is the first principle of Government to educate lis

people and render them cvery assistance to promote their cow
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dition, Bui if Government thus leaves his subjects in a deteric-

rated state the prerogatives of a subject will be overlooked.

4, The car of civilization among the natives has been making

yapid progress under the fostering care of our British masters

and the fidelity of our people is exemplary and for more than pro-

portionate to the good will of Her Majesty's beneficial Government.

But if the proposal of withdrawing state assistance from English

Education be actually carried ont all our hopes of being one

day enrolled among the enlightened nations of the earth will

dissipate like vapor and what is more lamentable our dear

country, our native land will necessarily approach its final

decay.

RanNiGund LOCAL COMMITTEE SIGNED BY ABOUT 130 PERSONS.

UTTARAPARA, BALI,

BHADRAKALI AND OTHER VILLAGES.

XIII

Resotutions adopted at a mecting of the inhabitants of the

above mentioned villages, convened by a Committee of the Uttara-

para Hitacari Sabha on sunday the 26th of June 1870.

Proposed by Baboo Vama Charana Banerji seconded by Babu

Monwatha Chatterji.

I. That in the opinion of this mecting the Financial Resolu-

tion of the Government of India dated the 31st March 1870 on

the question of High Education appears to be unjust and impo-

litic and calculated to retard the intellectual progress of the

country and the material prosperity of the nation.

Proposed by Babu Jadu Nauth Mukerji and seconded by

Babu Vijaya Nauth Chatterji.

II. That however desireable the education of the masses may

be the neglect of English Education by the state is unsound in

principle and injurious to the best interests of ail classes.

Proposed by Babu Hara Mohana Roychoudhury and seconded

by Vireswara Chalten
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TU. That this meeting deems it expedient to memorialise His

irace the Secretary of State for India against the poliev enunciated

in the above Financial Resolution and with this view to act in

concert with the committee to be appointed atthe meeting to be

held in the Town Hall in Caleutta on the 2nd proximo,

Proposed by Babu Muttilall Mukerji and seconded by Babu

Karunamaya Banerji.

1V. That a Committee consisting of the follwing gentlenen

with power to add to the number be appointed to carry out the

above Resolutions and put themselves in communication with

the Central Committee in Caleutta to adopt such measures as

may be deemed necessary —

ComMITYER.

Baboo Vijaya Krishna Mukerji

” Vama Churn Banerji

” Jadu Nanth Mukerji

» Vireswara Chatterji

” Monmotha Chatterji

Visoy Krisuna Mukerst.

JONYE,

XIV

Ata Public Meeting Leld on Sunday the 26th of June in the

premises of the late Babu Ramanarayana Mukerji for the purpose

of considering the propricty of memorialising the Secretary of

State for India with regard to the proposed withdrawal of state

assistance from the higher Education in this country.

Babu Taraka Nauth Mukerji took the chair.

The following resolutions were then moved and unanimously

adopted after they had been fully discussed.

Proposed by Babu Heeralall Banerji and seconded by Babu

Saradaprosada Banerji.

I. That this meeting strongly deprecates the educational poli-

cv of the Government of India, published in the supplement te

the Gazette of India, dated 7th May 1780, as being unsound and
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nnjust in principle, unsuited to the present circumstances of tis

Province, and calculated to retard its progress.

Proposed by Babu Anupa Chunder Mookerji and seconded

by Babu Jadu Nauth Banerji.

II. That this meeting believing as it does thatit is the middle

class of the people who, though they are respectable by birth,” are

generally possessed of limited means, and not the wealthy classes

alone that avail themselves of the existing educational institutions,

desires respectfully to dissent from the opinion held by the Go-

vernment, that the classes of the population to whom an advanced

education is given are able to provide for their own education,

and have ample inducement to do so without pecuniary assistance

from the State.

Proposed by Babu Dino Nauth Mukerji and seconded by Babu
Nondalal] Mukerji.

TTI. That in the opinion of this mecting the elevation of the

mass of the people, which the Government proposes to advance

hy withdrawing a part, if not the whole of its contribution to

English education and devoting it to Vernacular education, will be

secured in a more effectual though indirect manner by promoting

a high intellectual culture among the middle classes, as it is by

this means alone that sound Vernacular literature, which must

constitute the principal instrument for elevating the people, can

be formed.

Proposed by Balu Nondalall Mookerji and seconded by Babu

Harish Chunder Mockerji.

IV. That as the practical effect of this policy would be to

give the missionarics a monopoly of the work of education, this

meeting desires to record its religions objections against such a

result, and is also of opinion that high education is likely to

suffer serious injury in the hands of men who have always been

most zealous to lower the standard of it.

Proposed by Babu Saradaprosad Banerji and seconded by Babu

Jada Nauth Mukerji.

V. That this meeting, while it thoroughly recognises the

necessity and importance of the education ef the mass, is of opi-
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nion that the natural course of education to reach those classes is

from above downwards, and believes that that the lower people

of this country have already commenced to avail themselves 61

the existing educational machinary, so that it may reasonably be

hoped that a gradual extension of the Vernacular and Patshala

system will eventually place education within the reach of the

meanest day laborer,

Proposed by Baboo Jodu Nath Mookerjea seconded by Baboo

Prana Kishno Mookerjea

VI. That the following memorandum containing the views

of this mecting on the educational poliey of Government, and the

Resolution adopted in this meeting be forwarded to the British

Indian Association for such use as it.may deem fit to make of

them at their Educational Meeting of 2nd July 1870.

TARAKA Nautu MouKergt.

MOURKEE.

XY
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MIDNAPORE.

XVI

ReEsovvtions passed at a meeting at Midnapore held on the

d2th June, 1870.

Resolved that the meeting express its unqualified disapproval

of the extremely one-sided view of the Government of India in

the proposed withdrawal of State assistance from English

Edueation, as being detrimental to the progress and prosperity

of the nation.

2, That this meeting co-operate with the Calcutta meeting in

memorializing His Grace the Secretary of State for India on

the subject.

3. That representatives from this District be deputed to

Calcutta to express the views of this meeting.

4, Thatit be suggested to the Calcutta meeting to consider

the propriety of requesting the East Indian Association in

Loudon to further the object of this national movement.

5, That a committee consisting of the following gentlemen

be appointed to carry out the object of this meeting and that

Babu Vipinvchari Datta be appointed Secretary to the

Coramittee,



XXKY

Babu Vishunchuran Biswas.

. Anentaram Ghose.

Kapaliprasanna Mookeryea.

» Ramakhoy Chatterjee.

Sayama Charan Dass.

» Piyarimohan Mittra.

» Bhupendra Nath Dey.

» Bhola Nath Chakrabarti.

» Sagar Chandra Bose.

5 Gangadhar Acharjee.

» Vipinvehari Datta.

That a copy of these resolutions be forwarded tc the Calentta

voceting,

Vipinvenart Datta,

Honorary Sceretary.

BEERBHOOM.

SUDDER STATION,

XVII

Lo

Basu Joterypro Moncn TAGorE,

Houry. Secy. to Ove British Indian Association Calentta.

Sir,—-I am dirceted by the Managing Committee appointed by

a meeting of the inhabitants and the residents of Beerbhoom ,

held of the 11th instant, to forward to your Association a copy

of the Bengallee Newspaper of the 18th idem which contains

a substantially faithful report of the proceedings thereof and to

inform you that the meeting has unanimously expressed its

sympathies in favor of the cause of English Education to which

the Association have lent their able advocacy.

8 The Committeo further desire me to say that they will be

prepared to heartily cu-operate and act im concert with your

Association in the meagures they or the Ceutyal Mecting about
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tn be held at the Presideney may deem fit to pursue with

reference to the national demonstration against the present

slucational Policy of Lord Mayo’s Government.

3. Iam alse directed to say that the Committee have not

thought fit to prepare a separate memorial against the principles

of that policy but will feel obliged if you will favor them with

a copy of the Memorial that may be drawn up and adopted at

the Central Meeting in order that signatures of the people of

Beerbhoom may be obtained thercto.

4, In conclusion 1 am to inform your Association that the

Committee have selected Baboo Dwarka Mauth Chuckerbuity,

one of their body, to represent Beerbhoom at the coming Certral

Meeting.

{ have the Honor to be,

Sir :

Your most obdt. Serve.

Saropa Prosapd CHATTERJEE,

Secy, to the Committee of the

Beerbhoom Education Meeting.

Beerbhoom, the 21st June, 1870.

SOORKE,

XVII
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GOPALPORE.
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BANCOORAIL,

XXI

To THE HonoRARY SECRETARY,

Braitisu INDIAN ASSOCIATION,

Culeutta.

Sie,—-We, the undersigned inhabitants of the District of Ban-

coorah, beg to express our extreme regret at the Resolution of the

Govermment of India proposing to withdraw the support which

it has hitherto extended to liberal education of the people of

this country.

The people have not as yet arrived at such a stage of

advancement, and high English Education has not yet

reached so considerable portion even of the higher classes as to

warrant the hope that the institutions which have hitherto

been the seat of that education should be maintained by the

people whose children sre educated there with slight aid from

Government. We are bound to declare that people of social

position and respectability in this District, though anxious to

procure for their children a high standard of English Education

such as is at present available in Government Schools, are yet

unable to provide for it. Should the State reduce its support it

has hitherto given to the English School here and other similax

and higher institutions in other districts, the cost of education

will be so high that the reduction will amount to an entire denial

of education.

It is the duty of Government to keep superior English

Education within the reach of the higher classes without which

Society will collapse tu the condition in which it was a century

ago,

We have desired one of ourselves Babu Upendra Chunder

Mookhopadhya to appear at the Calcutta Meeting to represent

or educational interest,

We cordially join ‘the Associution in memorializing Fer

Majesty’s Government in) Kngland, praying that the Govern-
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ment of this country be directed to continue its support to the

cause of English Education as heretofore.

Raya GapADHARA BaNERJI BAHADUR

AND BY 120 NaTIVE GENTLEMEN.

Bancoorah, 27th June 1870.

RAJSHAYE DIVISION.

RAMPORE BAULEAH.

XXII

Srr,—Agreeably to your letter dated the 10th instant a

Meeting of the inhabitants and educated natives of Rampore

Bauleah was convened in the Banleah Lokanatha School premises

this day at 7 P.M.

The meeting unanimously expressed their hearty thanks to the

members of the British Indian Association for the interest they

ave taking in so important a subject as the proposed protest

against the proposal of Government forthe withdrawal of state

aid to English Education.

The meeting fully agree with your Association in thinking that

His Grace the Secretary of State for India should be memorialised

on the subject and have appointed Babu Yadavachandra Sarkara

of the Rajshaye bar to express the opinion of inhabitants and

residents of Rajshaye to the public meeting to be held in Caleut*+

on the 2nd proximo under the auspices of your Association.

Tam, &c.,

Kauinatua Dey.

298k June, 1870.
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NATORE.

XXIII

Resonvution I.

ProposeD by Kumar Kumud Nath Raya Bahadoor and

seconded by Moulavi Mahomed Rushid Khan Chowdhury that

Rajah Pramatha Natha Raya Bahadoor of Dighaputea he asked

to preside over the Meeting.

The president in a suitable speech which continued for about

a quarier of an hour opencd the business of the Meeting and

explained the disustroes effects which would be felt by the

withdrawal of Government support frem high English edu-

cation. The speaker dwelt at great length upon the good

results that have accrued smce the establishment of the

Calcutta University in 1855 to the present date, specifying

the number of Graduates that have every year been sent forth

after the completion of their collegiate education into the world

at large and in societies where only few years before really edu-

eated men could have been counted on fingers, dwelling on the

good results that are now being felt by every member of society

from these educated men of owr country either in social or politi-

cal improvements. He went back to 1835 when Government first

with very great difficulty instituted the Hindu College describing

the different phases that have from time to time been assuming

in the educational policy of Government, illustrating thereby

the high aptitude for learning and doing ample justice to the

care and solicitude of the paternal Goverment, although they

were bound by the rules of good Government to do what they

did ; for us for it is not the singular instance with the British

Government alone to have supported and educated their subjects

but on a reference to History we find similar and liberal instances

with all other civilized Governments. Here the Chairman

concluded his speech amid loud cheers from the respectable

githering of about one hundred gentlemen,
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Reso.ution IT

Proposed by Kumar Kumud Nath Raya Bahadoor an”.

seconded by Babu Lukshmy Narayan Lahory that the with-

drawal of tke Government support from high English eduea-

tion is unjust and is likely to prove disadvantageous to the
country.

Reso.vution IIT.

Proposed by Babu Tara Nauth Chowdhry Zemindar of

Natore and seconded by Babu Gudadhur Khan that. the Meet-

ing place itself in communication with tke British Indian

Association with a view to move the assembly to memorialize

Fier Majesty's Secretary of State for India agninst the present

policy of Government on the Education Question.

Babu Gudadhur Khan in seconding the Resolution made e,

suitable speech of about 2G minutes duration in which he

expatiated on the improvements of the country derived from

English education, He dwelt principally on the policy of Govern.

ment about educating the masses which he said weuld be a great

failure inasmuch as the Bengali Language was too limited ‘to

impart any sound knowledge in them. They will eventually have

the same training which our old Gurumohashoys were in the habit

of giving sometime ago, which training consisted in teaching

them the primary rules of arithmetic and a rudimentary know:

ledge about letter-writing. Allowing the present policy to stand

it did not appear to him to be sound because the masses will

never be at all educated so as to be uscful members of Society

nor appreciate it for the sake of knowledge itself.

The speaker pointed out the good results that have accrued

from the old educational policy of Government by illustrating

the efficiency displayed by educated natives almost in every

branch of Government service and it would be sheer injustice

now if Government should throw cold water on the warm

enthusiasm of the rising generation by withdrawing their support

a nd thereby education itself!
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Resonvution FV.

Proposed by Babu Saroda Persaud Sookul, Zemindar, and

seconded by Bahu Behary Laul Banerjea that a Committee

consisting of Rajah Chunder Nauth Roy Bahadoor, of Natore,

Rajah ®romotha Natha Raya Bahadoor of Dighaputea,

Kumar Kumud Nauth Roy Bahadoor, Moulavi Mahomed °

- Rusheed Khan Chowdry, Babu Tara Nauth Chowdry, Babu

Gudadhur Khan, and Meanh Fuzla Ruhuman Khan Chowdry

be appointed Members to carry on the business.

WV. B.—The Meeting was attended by upwards of hundred

persons consisting of Zemindars, Talookdars, Officials, Non-

Officials, and the Agents of all those respectable Zemindars of

Rajshahi who were mable to attend.

PUBNA.

SUDDER STATION.

XXIV

Ata meeting of the Native Residents at Pubna held on

the 19th June 1870 to take into consideration the steps which

‘ought to be taken against, the Educational policy of the

Government of India.

Proposed by Babu WHarisa Chundra Sarma and carried

unanimously that Babu Ananda Mohuna Majumdara be elected

to preside at this mecting.

Proposed by Babu Rama Gopala Dutta Bahadoor and carried

unanimously that Babu Harisa Chundra Sarma act as Secretary.

After the object of the meeting was explained to the gentle-

men present the following resolutions were passed :—

J. That the inhabitants of this district have become very

apprehensive as to the views of the Indian Government res-

pecting the cause of higher education of the Natives of this

country, which when carricd into effect will bring a greater
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calamity than any that has come upon the land, the rates of

feesin the Educational institutions of this country are already

high and any sudden enhancement will produce the effect ot

closing those institutions against the childern of the middle

classes :—

II. That the Secretary be requested to go down to Calcutta

and represent the people of this district at the general mecting to

be held on the 2nd proximo,

TI, That in the opinion of this meeting a memorial signed

by the inhabitants of Bengal be sent to the Secretary of State,

to put a stop to the policy of the Indian Government with a

request that should it be disinclined to accede to the prayers of

Her Majesty’s native subjects they maybe laid before the British

Parliament.

IV. That if the financial difficulty of the Indian Govern-

ment be the only cause of its present Educational policy, sugges-

tions be made to raise the necessary funds for maintaining the

Colleges and Schools in their present footing by some indirect tax,

as the natives of this country are not so far advanced as to take

into their own hands the Education of their children.

Hanisa Counpra SARMA.

CUMARKHALI.

XXV

A GenErat mocting was held on the 26th day of June 1870

at the Cumarkhali Government Aided School and the following

gentlemen residents and inhabitants of the Sub-division of

Cumarkhali were present.

Babus Krishna Chundra Roy.

Krishna Sundar Mazoomdar.

Krishna Dhon Muzoomdar,

Muthura Nauth Kundoo.

» Haro Lall Chowdhury.
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Babus Brojo Lall Moetra.

a”

”

”

”

»”

I. Babu Hari Nath Mazoomdar proposed that Babu Krishna

Chandra Roy be requested to take the chair and preside over the

Meeting and Babu Krishna Sundar Mazoomidar act as Secretary

to the meeting.

Dhun Mazoomdar and accorded to by all the native gentlemen

present,

Futtick Chandra Muzoomdar.

Pran Nauth Shaha,

Mathura Nauth Kar.

Gopal Krishna Chakrabarti.

Bhuban Mohun Biswas.

Kanye Lall Shaha.

Jogendra Coomar Roy.

Ram Lall Pal.

Hari Charun Lahory.

Umanath Sein,

Kedar Nath Joardar.

Gobin Chandra~ Dutt.

Naffer Chandra, Coondu.

Ramdhon Mazoomdar.

Hurri Nauth Muzoomdar.

Ram Tanoo Shaha.

Peary Mohun Gupta.

Krishna Chandra Coondu.

Ramgopal Shaha.

Purma Nund Shaha.

Hari Nath Shaha.

Umesh Chandra Sircar.

Gonesh Chandra Sanial

Makund Nath Muzoomdar.

Jogessar Coondoo.

Pran Nath Chuckerbutty.

Uma Nath Sein,

Modhu Soodun Shaha.

Sheikh Munniruddin.

The proposition was seconded by Babu Ram
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Babu Krishna Chundra Rai then took the chair and read

to the meeting a letter from Babu Joteendra Mohun Tagore

Honorary Secretary to the British Indian Association datea

13th June 1870 to the address of Babu Krishna Sunder Majum-

dar. The native gentlemen present regret deeply and severely

to learn from the letter just read the proposed withdrawal of

State assistance to English Education in this country. Such:

withdrawal would be virtually cutting off almost all the natives

of Bengal from all means of educating their children. During

the last 10 years the country has undergone such a yreat change

in education and in the progress of civilization that without

high education in the English Language a man will find it a

matter of impossibility even toget on with the ordinary avoca-

tion of his life. To be deprived at a time like the present of

the blessings of a liberal education is a matter of most lamentable

to the community at large.

As the Cumarkhali meeting has no opportunity to send its

representatives to be present at the general meeting to be held

in the Town Hall under the auspices of the British Indian

Association the gentlemen present found it their duty to re-

cord their sense and sentiments as expressed above and consi-

der it as of grave importance to memorialize His Grace the

Secretary of State for India on the subject for which purpése,

the meeting would take the liberty to submit a copy of their

this day’s proceedings to the Honorary Secretary to the British

Indian Association for the purpose of being laid before the

Calcutta meeting.

Krisnwa Soonpra Mazoompan,

Ananda LALLA MazooMDAR,

And Several others.

DINAJPUR,

XXVI

Ata public Meeting held at Dinajpur on the 27th June 13870

with reference to the requisition of the British Indian Associa-
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tion dated the 4th June current, with a view to consider the

property of memorialising His Grace the Secretary of State in

wouncil for India, on the subject of the proposed withdrawal of

State assistance from English Education in this country, the

following resolutions were adopted for transmission to the British

India Association.

I. The necessity for English Education to ameliorate the con-

dition of the natives of this country had to be obstinately fought

by such men as Lord Macaulay. Such a necessity has been fully

admitted by Government by the establishment of Colleges and

Schools. The country owes to it its present progress and pros-

perity and is indebted for all the reforms and improvements of

which it can boast. A civilized Government as that under which

we live would be the last to ignore or deny the Dlessings of the

intellectual and moral development. of the people. And it must be

said to the eternal glory and honor of England that she has been

an instrument in the hands of Providence to bring about the present

cheering state of affairs in regard to the blessings of education

among our Countrymen. But to the misfortune of the country

the Government proposes to stop now when a hankering after

knowledge and information, created in the minds of the people

and the cheering rays of civilization and enlightment have only

began to remove the dreary gloom of ignorance and prejudices

in which the country was immersed for years.

2nd. In trying to free the state from the charge of English

Education the Government of India has not only ignored the pecu-

liar circumstances under which the English education was intro-

duced into this country, but has also entirely lost sight of the man-

ner in which higher education is imparted in England and other ci-

vilized countries in the world, there is perhaps no country of which

we are aware is the education of youths self-supporting in the literal

and strict sense of the term. In some European countries the more

important educational institutions, the universities and public

school, are kept up partly by the fees of scholars and partly by the

profits of lands and funds appropriated for that purpose either

by the sovereign or private donors. In others the fees of students
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cw dargely supplemented by direct contributions from imperial

Revenue. Liberal endowments from individuals in this country

cannot be much depended upon in furthering a forcign education

is so new to the country, its spirit is opposcd to the orthodox

and the moneyed class, the aristocracy far from cherishing a

true love for it looks on it with an eye of disfavour and views

it as a most disagreeable innovation which they could most gladly

iput down if they could, where an innovation becomes national

and is mixed up with the dearest things of life, when it has

gained a footing in the imagination of men and when it is

ndissolubly interwoven with the national glory and honour it is

then and only then that philanthropy and charity, a love

of fame and love of virtue works at the minds of men and

induces them to open their purse string aud make the endowments

and foundations for educational, purposes. And who will deny

that none of these motives in favour of English education exist

in Bengal. And is it at all strange that private donations are

neither large nor numerous for the maintenance of colleges and

schools? And when this source of Revenue for the diifusion

of education which exists in other countrics is cut of in’ this

by its peculiar condition in what. manner should this deficicncy

be supplied, except by the liberal from the state ?

3rd. The proposed discontinuance of State education to the

middle class of the people who compose the majority in our

colleges and schools, has naturally filled the mind of all educated

natives with fear and suspicion. This proposal, unlike others of

a more sectional character made by Government from time to

time, affects the interest of every class of native community, It

is therefore most earnestly hoped that His Grace the Secretary

in Council for India will give all considcrations to the grave and _

momentous question which involves the dearest and holiest

interest of the millions of the inhabitants of ‘the country whose

well-being and prospevity is entrusted into lis hands,

(Sd) Krisuya Kumar Sey,

Beerelury.

Diragpore St. June, 27th 1870.

p
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ReEsoLuTIONs.

J. Tsar this mecting while admitting the duty of the

Government to apply a part of its resources to the Vernacular

education of the masses, protests strongly against the proposed

withdrawal of the state assistance from English education in

Rengal ; inasmuch as it will throw the management and support

of our English schools and-colleges upon the middle class

people, who alone appreciate the benefit of such education, whose

vircumstances are not so prosperous as to enable them to

undertake unassisted such an onerous and responsible task ; it

will be virtually put a stop to high education of the country.

2, That this meeting is alse deliberately of opinion that the

progress of vernacular education of this country is entirely

dependent on that of the English as is evident from the fact

that the vernacular language has been enriched by the labor of

the English-educated natives,

3. That this meeting therefore considers it highly necessary

to memoriulise the Secretary of State for India in Council through

the British Indian Association in Calcutta on the unjustness

and inexpediency of the education policy of the Supreme

Government as published in the Supplement to the India Gazette

dated Tth May 1870.

4. That this meeting further considers it desirable to request

the British Indian Association in co-operation with the East

india Association in London to adopt such measures as to

arouse public opinion and secure the sympathy of the British

Public in favor of the continuance of the state assistance to

English education,
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BOGRAH.

XXVIL

A Pusuic Meeting of the Native inhabitants of Bograh was

held on Sunday the 26th June 1870, to discuss the propriety or

otherwise of memonalizing His Grace the Secretary of State for

India on the subject of the proposed withdrawal of state’

assistance from English Education in this country ; the

committee considering that such imemorial under the present

circumstances is essentially necessary: have resolved to co-

operate with the central committee at Calcutta, and to abide by

their deeision. The Committee will be happy to contribute

according to their means, if required inthe furtherance of the

views of the central committee on the subject.

Cucypra Raxuara Vasu,

AND 150 OTHERS.

MURSHEDABAD.

BERMAMPUR,

XXIX

On the 24th June current at a meeting held in the Grant

Yall in Berhampur for the purpose of taking into consideration

the present policy of Government bearing on the question of the

proposed withdrawal of Imperial aid from English education

were present.

Raja Narendra Narayana Raya.

Rey. Lala Vehari Day.

Babus 9 Prana nasnna Movkerjee.

» Rajiva Lochana Raya.

"3 Pulina Vehari Scena.
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Pandita Gangadhara Kaviratna Raviraa.

Babus Prana Krishna Vagchi.

” Vansidhara Raya.

” Gangagovinda Bhattachayji,

% Digamvara Bisvasa.

” Bankima Chandra Chatterii. B. A.

” Haridasa Ghosh.

” Kedar Natha Mahaia.

» Srinatha Mookerji.

» Gopi Chand Setia.

Raja Dhanapati Singha Duaghar Bahadur.

Babus_ Hari Sing Boid.

” Gurudasa Banerji, M. A,

“ Dina Natha Ganguli.

” Matilala Ganerji.

” Akshuya Cumara Sarakara.,

” Sasibhushana Mooker}i.

” Isana Chandra Raya.

> Syamacharana Bhatta.

” Joya Narayana Vasu,

” Nilamani Ganguli.

” Syama Charana Mookerji.

” Ramagati Nyayaratna.

» Ananda Lala Ganguli.

» Grisa Chandra.

” Kirtic Chandra Banerji.

» Bhavani Kissori Chakravarti.

» Ganga Charana Nandi,

” Kedara Natha Sanyala.

” Kaliprasada Ghosh.

And many other gentlemen. Letters came from Newab

Mansur Ali Khan Bahadoor and Newah Lain-ul-abdeen Khan

Bahadoor expressing their regret for their inability to attend the

mecting in consequence of ill-health. Letters to the same effect

also came from Hurrekchand Galecha and Hurrukehand

Nowbeekha &e,
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ihe work of the Committee began at 5-30 p.m by the elec

tion of Raja Narendranarayan Ray Bahadoor as the Presiden

who made an opening speech to the following effect :

“Tt affords me great pleasure to see that our country-

men can unite together to discuss a question which toa very

great extent affects the welfare of our country. Very probably

you are all aware of tlie object for which we have this day met’

together : we are to take into consideration the present policy

of our Government with regard to the withdrawal of the state

aid from English education. &e. ke.

Babu Rajivalochana Raya in moving the first resolution made

some remarks and gave a rapid sketch of the cducational history

of the country under the Hindu, the Mahomedan and the English

Governments in succession and said) “Is the great literature

of England and Scotland incapable of developing the intellect, and

is Bengali literature better capable of doing it? Is Bengali

literature richer and purer than the English or is it not wholly

insufficient for any cducational purpose? If it is so why is

English education sought to be sacrificed to the Bengal? Is it

aiding intellectual development to proscribe the study of foreign

languages? Will it help the intellectual progress of England to

proseribe in the scheme of English education the study of Latin

and Greek, French and German. Every branch of Inperial admi-

nistration pays itself wholly or in part. The Military, the ordmary

Public works and the Educational Departments are alone unpro-

ductive—Is that a ground for interfering with the present system

of education. Abolish then the public works too. Put down edu-

cation if you like, because it docs not bring ina revenue, but it

will not be cheap. Put down cducation and you will have to in-

crease the military and the police. You will have to substitute

physical for moral forces, The native who has reecived an English

education appreciates the English Covernment best and is the

strongest bond, almost the only conneeting link of sympathy bo-

tween Governors aud the Governed. Ttemove him from Jus place

and the Governors and the Governed will not know each other, the

English educated native is the most leyal subject of the British
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Government the troubles of 1857-58 proved him to be such.

Everywhere he stood firm to the English cause and after

suffered for the English cause.

Ist, that this meeting, while feeling deeply grateful to the

British Government for the manifold benefits, which it has con-

ferred on the people of this country, by diffusing education

through the medium of the English language, cannot but ’contem-

plate with the greatest sorrows the proposed withdrawal of State

aid from English education.

This resolution was seconded by Babu Baikanthanatha Sena

who made some remarks as follows :

“We all are grateful to the Government for the diffusion.

of English education and hear that the Government will no

longer continue any aid to” English education is not a

matter of little sorrow for us: Our grief is proportionate

io the bencfits we have derived from the knowledge convey-

ed to ug through the medium of English languago. To think

that what has emboldened and impelled us to convene this
meeting for questioning the soundness of a Government. policy

will no longer be the lot of future generations is really heart-

rending. * * has * * *

The unhealthy state of the finances can no doubt with some

shew of reason be put forward as a cause but is it suflicient to

justify sucha policy * * If a deficit has been caused by the

Linnders of a Minister, a tax and a heavy tax too on the

nation ought to be sufficient for the correction of that mistake

but to make a deficit of a year a ground for a permancnt cur-

tailment of an item of expenditure for public good is unsound in

principle and can receive sanction from no quarter.”

Babu Pulinavehari Sena in moving the second resolution ex-

pressed himself in the following words.

“Tn rising to move the 2nd resolution I beg to observe that

although it is desirable to encourage Vernacular edueation, it

should never be at the expense of that more important education

which is imparted through the medium of the English language.
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Tt does not require much argument to convince one that lo

withdraw Government aid from High English Education will be

to put down India into the depths of ignorance and super-

stition with their thousand attendant evils from which it has only

begun toemerge. * * * * The Vernacular language is

in a crude state totally unfit yet for that pliancy, copionsness and

emergy without which a language can never sufficiently be made

the channel for imparting knowledge of the liberal aris, literature,

philosophy and science and without which it is but idle to hope for

the regeneration of a nation or its capacity of appreciating the

blessings of a liberal Government. If there is one thing more

necessary for the bettering of India than another, it is Science,

India hag been from her. infancy eminently imaginative and

hence superstitions. Science alone can dissipate her fumes of 14

idealisms and her dependence upon the supernatural, This Sci-

ence the Vernacular language is inadequate to give expression

to. *% BS B *

28nd That this meeting fully recognizes the importance of

educating all clisses of the community and would hail measures

for indigenous education that would not involve the restriction

or repression of the Iligher ox Euglish education.

Babu Syama Charana Bhatta seconded the resolution and

said “when I say that Vernacular education is a necessity with

us I think I speak for the whole nation ; no one onght to say

or can sty anything against the Vernacular education, why it

would be simply absurd to expect to see one with a liberal

education but not properly educated in the Vernacular. Bat

considering the present state of Socicty and the march of intellect

Vernacular education alone does not constitute the whole of the

education that is necessary.

Babu Dhanapati Singha Dughar Raya Bahadur then rose to

move the third resolution and spoke as follows :—

“T deeply regret the misfortune which is likely to befall on

Bengal should the resolution of our Government to withdraw

Imperial aid from English education be carried into effect. In

Consequence of the disturbances of 1857 the Government had
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incurred a debl of about 50 crores but even at that time ib was

never contemplated that cducational expenses should be cur-

tailed : We fail to see why then our worthy Government now

think of giving up the cause of English cducation. It is again

a mistake to suppose that Government alone bears the whole

burden of expense. Even more than half the expense is borne

hy us. We also are always inclined to contribute our share of

expenses for special occasions, Such being the state of things

the unenlightened portion of the community may think that

tovernment is envying ihe spread of education. here and we

would be very sorry if such a nation be entertained by any class

of men regarding our good and liberal Government.

3rd. That it is erroncous to suppose that those who resort to

inglish Schools and Colleges are educated solely at the expense

of the State, iInasinuch as the fees and subscriptions raised from

private source amount to more than half of the total amount of

Imperial Expenditure on the higher education in Bengal.

3abu Akshaya Charana Sarakara in rising to second the third

resolution made some remarks and concluded thus. “ The impres-

sion therefore that we are taught out of the public exchequer

is crroneous and not borne out by facts and the policy that it

generates is equally prejudicial to the governed, the governor

&e, &e.”

Babu Matilala Ganerji in moving the 4th resolution said that

“if Government calculates on native resources alone for English

education it ought in the first place to sce whether there is a

sufficient number of rich men in the country who can undertake

to discharge this onerous duty of educating the future gencra-

tions. The wealth of Bengal like the old man’s story lies in

the soil, This act of Government would tend to undo the good

that they have done, The timo is yet fardistant when Govern-

ment could safely entrust the course of English education to the

hands of the natives of this country.

4th. That the foregoing resolutions be laid before the Com-

mittee of the British Indian Association for submission to the

public necting to be held {in Calcutta on the 2nd July next for
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the consideration of this subject and that Babu Dinanath

Ganguly be requested to sce this resulution carried into effect.

Babu Sasiblushna Mookerji seconded this resolution and said

that it is not at all likely that a deaf car should be turned to

our wailings in Eugland, &c.

(Sd.) Raga Narespra Nauayana Batravur.

Chairman.

JUNGIPORE.

XXX

Ata meeting of the inhabitants of Jungipore, in the District

of Moorshedabad, held at the premises. of the late Baboo Ramlal

Singh on the 26th June 1870, Bahoo Jodoo Nath Mookerjea

in the chair, the following Resolutions were passed.

1. That the Resolution of the Government of India regarding

“all English Education” as‘ high education,” and withholding

the State Grant for purposes of high edueation is to be strongly

deprecated,

2. That in the opinion of this mecting the financial em-

barrassments of the State would not in the least he removed by

withdrawing the State Grant ; * * *

3. That acopy of the above Ltesolutions be forwarded to the

Secretary to the British Indian Association for the information of

tho Mecting to be convened on the 2ud proximo, for disenssing the

Edueational policy of the Government of Indin.

4. That this meoting express their unanimous approval of the

course, which will be adupted by the British Indian Association.

5, That Babu Goursoonder Chowdry, a Zemindar of this

Sub-District, be appointed to represent the views of its Inhabitants

on the subject.

G. That Balu Keisto Bullah Rai and Kaliprosad Goopto he

appointed Joint Secretaries to report the proceedings of this

a
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meeting aud carry on the necessary correspoudence with the

British Tudian Association.

(Sd.) Japunatua Mooxensea,

Chairman.

Karisuwa VALLAva Raya,. \ Seeretaries.
Kauri Prasapa Gupta,

MALDALL.

AXXI

At a Mecting held pursuant to the requisition of the Sccre-

tary of the British Indian Assoviation ab Maldahfin the house of

Dr. Dwarkanatha Chatterjt on Sunday the 26th June 1S70

PRESENT

Pandita Govindakanta Vidyablinshana,

Babu Satukanta Mukerji,

» Rojaninatha Chatterji,— ead Master.

» lswarachandra Khasnavis,—Dy. Inspector of Schools.

» Bhuvanamohana Chatterji—aspector of Post Offices.

\ Deputy Magistrates,

Gosvami Hans Giri, \ Zemindars

Babu Paresanatha Choudhuri,

», Lalavehari Lahudi, |

Janaki Natha Newgi
” eo? + Pleaders.
» Indranarayana Raya,

» Tvailokya Natha Mukerji, J

» sana Chundra Sena,—Jncome-Tux Assessor.

» Peari Mohana Sena,

», Ram Jadub Bose,

» Wali Sundara Ghataka,

» Uma Charana Mukerji,

Pandita Rajivalochana Tarkabagisa,

Rabus Radha Kisore Chakravarti

» Srinatha Mojoomdar,
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Babus Mahima Chundra Ghose,

» Dwarkanatha Chatterji,—-Civil Medical Officer

aud about 100 other residents of the district.

Pundita Govindakanta Vidyabhushana was voted to the chair.

Read Babu Joteendro Mohun Tagore’s circular letter of the

18th June 1870 and the object of the meeting explained.

Babu Rajaninatha Chatterji, Sita Kanta Mukerji, Dwarka

Natha Chatterji, Guruprasada Sena, Kalisunder Ghataka,

Gosiami Mohendra Gira aud Peari Molhana Sena, dwelt at some

length on the disadvantages India would suffer under if the State

assistance to education be withdrawn, on the calamity that

would fall on India if English education be discouraged, on the

necessity for immediate action and appeal to the Home Govern-

ment, the British Parliament or even to the foot of the Throne

if need be &. &e,

Ttead a letter from Babu Brajasundra Moittra regretting his

inability to attend the meeting and expressing his feelings on

the subject by the following quotatioas.

aetatat gods He ite afaTatee |

needgess, wiacwe feanta fa:

aaa farriatataeiieaainfat |

afasyl Prioawiat, CHIH SYCTSAz

Acufayats fart gaa t

Chutrman.

The following resolutions were passed :

RESOLUTIONS.

1. That in the opinion of this Committee the present Educa-

tional policy of the Government is a retrograde movement and

that the withdrawal of State aid from colleges and schools will

retard the progress of Education in India.

2 That this mecting highly approve of the intention of Go-

vernment to educate Lhe masses, but they arc of opinion that te

afford such education at the expcease of high Knglish education
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of the people.

3. That this mecting approve of the proposition of the British

Indian Association to memorialize the Secretary of State against

the present educational policy of the Government of India.

4. That a copy of these procecdings be forwarded to Babu

Joteendro Mohun Tagore with a request that he will lay before

the Caleutta Meeting the expression of the opinions and feeling:

uof the inhabitants of Uhis district on this important subject.

DACCA. DIVISION.

DACCA.

XXXIE

SMeerine held 2nd July 1870, Babu Opendranath Mittra i.

the Chair ;

lst Rrsonurion.

Tirav this mecting, consisting of represcntatives from all sev

tions of the commanity here, views with alarm the intention

of the Supreme Government, as expressed in its Nesolutions of
the Sth September and 31st March last : gradually to withdraw

all State support from tho present system of Huglish educa-

tion.

2nn Resonurion.

hot, in the opinon of this mecting, the English Education

imparted in the Government Colleges and Schools, has been

productive of the most beneficial results; by giving a powerful

impetus to moral and intellectual advancement ; by placing

the people in a position to develope the material resources of

the country, and improve aud reform their tuanners, custots

nnd yocial institutions ; and hy diffusing, Unrough the medium of

the educated classes, a spirit of loyalt y and respect for the kaw:

Mhrvughout the eulice population,
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3up RESOLUTION.

That the confidence created in the minds of the people hy

the repeated declarations of the British Government, that it

was its desire to “ confer upon the Natives of India, those vast

moral and material blessings which flow from the general diffu-

sion of useful knowledge,” will be seriously weakened, if the

Queen’s Government now recedes from the enlightened and

henevolent policy, initiated and consistently pursued by the

East India Company.

dtir REsoLuTton.

That the Colleges aud Schools for instruction in English ave

resorted to almost entirely by the children of the middle and

poorer classes of the community, most of whom are not able

to mect the expenses of wm English Mdueation, even under the

present system, without. great difficulty. Any attempt, there-

fore, on the part of Government, to vendcr such cdueation sclf-

supporting, by the introduction of any sudden or radical change,

would be premature j and would have the cltect. of closing the

door against the vast majority of that class of students which

now attends those institutions:

ori REsOLuTioy.

That, while considering it to be desirable that a more extend-

ed system of Vernacular’ Education should be introduced, con-

currently with the present system of English Education, in

accordance with the plan set fourth inthe great Edueation Des-

patch of 185-4, this mecting desires to bring to prominent notice

the fact, that the classes who have had the advantage of an

English Education, have helped to diffuse among the masses, the

benefits they have themselves received, by ercating an culight-

ened indigenous vernacular litcrature, promoting the establish-

ment of chicf grants-in-aid schools all over the country ; and

hy exercising a beneficial influence over all

population.

sections of the

Grit RESOLUTION,

That, any nieasure having for its object, the more gencyal

diffusion of the blessings of education, by diverting the fund
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how employed in imparting education in English toward some

system of popular elementary Vernacular education will defeat

its own object.

77H RESOLUTION,

That a Committee consisting of Baboos Upendra Nanth

Mittra, Somenauth Mukhopadya, Chaitanya Krishna Basack,

Syama Kanta Chutterjea, and Dino Nauth Sen, be appointed

on the part of this meeting, to draw up a memorial to Her Ma-

jesty’s Secretary of State for India, embodying the views of this

meeting ; and to submit it to His Grace along with the petition

from the British Indian Association.

8Tn Resovvvion,

That a Telegram be sent just now to the mecting that is going

to take place this evening at the Town Hall, Calcutta, informing

them of the proceedings of this mecting-

BIKRUMPUR.

XXXII

sinter |

fepatT SSFET ASIYR |

398 Blatp 9299 Alea | 209 WH sbgo Bs geifwata |

fereineats staife afoatmted wel |

@al gists uléeta nacy faapqotesa for fox

arty faa ae anes Tate safe wats eecaz |

Aye aq atetiate es aweivicws awiatgaica

Ape fos wisaom pwinfs wetacxe cottaasta Age

Afys oie SSlasla Weitacse Busty AeA Wet-

Aferty s Age aqatacatea wuts qetsicua eiwt-

atgaica s Age vhasw win weteicaa cotlagoty

Bye atq wranante crm qetsincs Amiias vicd Jad

Ba RRA |
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aye neitife welin aTine ARs UPefrtcs

avatan oafaa afar “om ee wi esata Vee

fara Ws weed ATi woo aizty cat fawieta
afaziven, wfarey 8, ‘olawatia vada Uows ferry
afes aface wtan sfaxicga) sizta afeatw sated

Slat 1 gate sfasivia Bisaera vs geenvl

eta U@ nwtr «2 faats faaMfacda afefata
Cifas tse was fe a1, eae wane zB SerteT

alate faye sai wiRra, Swaatadicd oat ea wat
axmifeata ti 50 Ufet ote wy weds fers
faatifacia abt wel eBca1 etter cf fama fa-
aa craifetofaad Uw aera Beifes etm zea fagt-

a4 sfacaq | OAT G2 Ae aA ales Tereg, wea

ana uur fe fe sats Pate afar fe fe ait afaro

eera, oS fawterae wlz| Glatt sfarote) ata AqT-
de wats wetenid eefaucya Prien aa s6a

faa Fer I,,

was wicatonts aS at sfacaa ca, wiswatiy

dawqs cl Vwws fei afew efers wan sfaricsa

Stel MSORMN TiS Tisss, Araifes wee, ae wail
a WWE asIHAT vinw atfens gfiwe tfast-

fis x8uicea, eter aadceqees ulate. “zg Te azty-

afer afeatw ea) sGu zeke t caw sfaatets

Bitar eC ware NT eal Bats ay Teens! eRe
cae nwis fears fastiifacts ote ge oa eifefafy

Crifas at stese, «aa cia afofafa attrety

frantar cise wan werafetem feemiem® Age
wg TeRtenter cata afawts wepine Age zg ve-

ataa ony Ofer qetetens afs wofy sai sty |

Aye agents ger elute s Aye Wy

weary wins chesety att eta a, wsfqure
aur age wala ateets ati fatte aay
SBF AVA Afs Stately Pai TTY
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Age aqua aa qeticwa ehelatgnica s Age

wey vareniza yeatottaiy weiss caizaaotn aAAATS

mee att Baa, e@ neta abuse aids fazarda os

ag te afefaft fo Age aq aetetea cats

afasia wettae Age stg varqtea cata Sfea TeI-
acua fasd otsta ate, ointewa etdal co Steral

asengra sfartets Btarera wa EATS clas Fee
Hel Sera, CHB wote ae afasteta warts ater awe

FAH VIA CV oicaia Ry, SAT TYRE WKS wlaI-

facta afefafa wart Beifas <Bai ae fafes saw:
ainifrarse aaeqtfas safes ofacaa |

SUAGA AMIS nls BSPaiy Wael y ar as

ooh a fits tH Ui THETA | CARA TH Sl Starts 4B

“ainal ater Risteal ae a gefew eerife 5 ina wed

antes wwe Al gehts 8a; fa algal os Vow ferry eats

Sia winitws ew farsa hese Ferd, eo at Sleael

scteiad ata ufos aad aafes sea! wets

va Dye cifes viata pwtate qeisia ota aait cal fes
TSS sharers |

Aer ave attigaiastt eess) wetts «arate

aialt %xs Teter ea efS |

( afaea eifo fats )

Aaimtaaty az

fama sort Wels ATH

FURREEDPORE.

XXXIV

Sir,—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your

Jetter dated 15th Junc 1870 and in reply to state that in accor-

dance with the wishes of the Committee of the British Indian

Association a public mecting of the residents of Furreclpore
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was held on Sunday the 20th idem. Tt was largely attended by

representative of the middle class of this district.

I am desired by the meeting to say that as no person can he

sent from this place to Caleutta you will he so good as to lay the

following resolutions passed by it before the public mecting to

be held at the Town Hall on the 2nd July next.

Av a Meeting of the inhabitants of Furreedpore held on the

20th June, 1870 on the cdueation question the following Resolu.

tions were passed :

ist. That this Meeting deeply deplores the announcement

made by the Indian Government of its intention to stop all

State grants for English Education, Such a measure cannot but

be highly detrimental to the intellectual improvement of the

whole people.

2nd. That this meeting unanimously fecls the urgent neccs-

sity and desirability of memorializing the Secretary of State

for India in Council on the subject of the illiberal educational

policy of the Indian Government.

srd. That this mecting distinctly and fully declares the

inability of the middle classes, at least of this district, to pro-

vide for the English Education of their children unless assisted,

as hitherto, by the Government of the country.

4th. That this meeting, therefore, expresses a hearty syni-

pathy and agreement with the views of the grand Public Meeting

convened by the British Indian Association, and will co-operate

with it as far as practicable, in any steps therein resolved upon.

5th. That this meeting appreciates the importance of edu-

cating the mass of the people namely artizans, husbandmen éc.,

but deems it both unnecessary and impolitic to sacrifice the

interests of the middle classes for those of the lower orders.

6th. That this mecting sincerely expresses the gratitude of

this District for the patriotic spirit displayed by the British

Indian Association.

T have &e.,

(S) Wanyvpasa Muwenr,
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SERAJGUNGE.

AXAV

Wirt a view to place before the British Indian Association

the sense of the native inhabitants of Serajgunge the present

educational policy of the Government of India notified in the

supplement to the Calcutta Gazette of the 7th May 1870, a

meeting of the native community of Serajgung was convened

on the evening of the 27th Juve 1870 and the followmg resolu.

tions were passed.

T. That inasmuch as the present educational policy of the

Government of India of withdrawing the State allowances from

all Colleges and Sehools and of increasing the rates of fees

therein chargeable, is caleuluted 10 retard the progress of edu-

cation by shutting those Colleges and Schools from the middle

class inhabitants, who are the real senders of children to such

Colleges and Schools, this meeting is of opinion that the

said policy will be productive of serious consequence to the

welfure of the inhabitants at larve, and as such should be hum-

bly aud respectfully protested against in a memorial to Her

Majesty's Secretary of State in Council for India and that this

meeting act in concert with the British Iudian Association, who

ave about to take measure to this efeet.

II. That the weeting appoint Babu Bhogobutty Charm

Mookerjea to act as their 1.epresentative in the British Tndjan

Assuciation at their proposed meeting on the 2nd July 1870,

and should Baba Bhogobutty Churn Mookerjee be unable to

reach Calcutta before the day fixed, the British Indian Associa-

tion be requested to act as the representative of this meeting.

Wil. That while fully alive to the grave importance of edu-

cating the masses, this meeting cannothelp thinking it injudici-

ous to afford such education, however important to the ruin of

English education which in fact is the keystone of all improve

ment of the country.

JV. That the meeting appoint the following gentlemen to

compose a committee to correspond with the British Indian Asso-
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ciation in their behalf Babus Kaliprosunno Mookerjea, Srecnath

Gupto, Dwarkanath Poramanick, and Babu Kylash Chunder

Paul.

V. That a copy of these Resolutions be forwarded to the

British Indian Association for their information.

Katy Prossunno Mooxrrina,

and 127 others,

BACKERGUNGE,

BURRISAUL.

XXXVI

To

Tne Honorary Secrerary

Bririsu Ivpran Assocrarron.

&e., &e., &e.,

Tue Committee regrct that they cannot send a representative

to be present in the meeting of the 2nd proximo (a3 Burrisal is

more than 5 days journey from Calcutta) but they take this oppor-

tunity of informing the meeting of the Ind July next through

you of theix sincere determination to co-operate with whatever

is proposed to be done in the meeting of that day.

1am further directed to request that you will kecp the Com-

rnittee informed of the proceedings of the meeting of 2nd July

next and of all the other meetings that may from time to time be

held for the purpose of carrying into effect to resolutions of that

Meeting.

As the proceedings were in the vernacular the resolutions are

forwarded exactly in the same shape as they were put and

carried,

T have &e.,

Durga Mouan Dasa,

Secretary.
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A Mererine was held on the 27th June at which the following

Resolutions were passed.

Proposed by Baboo Durga Mehun Dass seconded by Babo?

Nobin Chunder Roy and carried unanimously.

I. That im the opinion of this mecting the resolution of the

Government of India published in the Supplement to the Gazette

of India dated the 7th May last wherein it is proposed to with-

draw gradually all state aid from English schools and colleges is

fraught with danger aud ominous of evil to the inhabitants of

Bengal.

Proposed hy Baboo Peary Lall Roy B. A. B. L. and seconded

hy the Government Pleader Baboo Abhoya Nundo Dass, and

carried unanimously.

II. That in the opinion of this mecting it iy impossible

that the English schools of the District should remain in their

present cfliviont state, if the aid of the Government were gradu.

ally withdrawn from them inasmuch as the tinte has not arrived

when the people of Bengal can afford to bear all the expenses

of an English education themscl ves,

Proposed by Bahoo Chundee Churn Roy and sceonded by

Baboo Chunder Nauth Sen,~ Mohalanavish, and. carried unani-

mously,

WIL. That in the opinion of this meeting it is expedient te

memorialize the Secretary of State against the recent changes

in the educational policy of the Government of India and for

that purpose to co-operate with the British Indian Association

in all that is done with the object of carrying this resolution

into effect.

Proposed by Baboo Deno Bundoo Sen B, A. and B. 1,

and seconded hy Baboo Brindabun Chunder Chuckerbutty and

carried unanimously.

TV. That with the object of putting themselves in com.

munication with the DB. I. Association and for the purpose

of concerting measures dn consuiddion with that Associa

tion for carrying that resolution dito effect a Commilice of

the following gentluncn be appointed with power fy add to
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their number: Baboos Peary Lall Roy, Nobin Chunder Roy,

Kalla Chand Chatierjea, Sharoop Chunder Ghose, Sarada Prosad

Roy, Durga Mohun Doss Scerctary, Oomesh Chunder Ghose

Assistant Scerctary.

V. Proposed by Babu Ooma Kant Chatterjea M. A., B. L.

and seconded by Baboo Oomesh Chunder Ghose B. A, B. L.

and carried unanimously. That as it is too late to send a

representative from this meeting to be present in the mecting

of the 2nd July next, a copy of these resolutions be forwarded

to the Sccretary to the B. L Association with a letter requesting

him to keep this committce informed of all their proceedings in

this matter and assuring him of this meeting’s hearty co-operation

and sympathy with the objects of the moeting of the 2nd July

next.

MYMENSING.

XXXVITE

Atv A Meeting held at Babu Jadava Chandra Gosvami's

residence on the 22nd June last attended by about 100 men

respresentative Zemindars, Talookdars, Government servants and

professional men, Babu Gopi Krishna Banerji was proposed to the

chair,

The President opened the proceedings of the mecting by

introducing to the gentlemen a letter received from the Secretary

of the B. I. Association regarding the proposed withdrawal of

by Government of state assistance to English education in this

country.

The President spoke about the desfrability of co-operating with

the Association in the purposes of the meeting to be held by them,

after which Babu Tarini Prasad Roy moved the first resolution.

I. That this meeting has lcarned with extreme regret

the proposal of Government to withdraw to a certain extent

state-assistance to Mngltsh education in this ecumtry andthe

members here present one and all think ib but just and proper

to give their bumble suppert to (he British Indian Association
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to ils purpose of considering the propriety of memorializing His

Grace the Secretary of State for India on the subject of the

proposed withdrawal of state assistance to English education in

this country.

Tt was seconded by Babu Jadava Chundra Gosvami B. A.

and supported by Babu Krishna Sundara Ghose.

The resolution was then put to vote and was passe

unanimously.

Babu DBhagavana Chundra Sena then moved the 2nd resolu-

tion.

II. That the members of this mecting thinking it inconveni-

ent and almost impossible for thei to attend in due time the

meeting to be held by the B, I. Association take this oppor-

tunity to express to the said Association the sentiment of this

district regarding the proposals of the Government.

The resolution on being seconded by 8. C. Nauth Esq., and

supported by Babu Kalinatha Dhara B. L. was put to vote and

passed unanimously.

Ili. That a select committce consisting of Bahus Girija

Kanta Lahuri, Jadava Chundya Gosvami, B. A., Madana

Mohana Ghose, Kishna Sundara Ghose und 8. C. Nauth

Esq., be appointed to draw up a letter to the address of

Babu Joteendro Mohun Tagore disclosing the sentiments of

the inhabitants of this district regarding the proposal of the

Government and that the same when circulated amongst the

public together with true proceedings of this mecting be sent

to the Sceretary of the B. I. Association. It was proposed by

Babu Tarini Prasada Roya and was seconded by Babu Isana

Chundra Chakravarti B. L., and passed unanimously.

Babu Girija Kanto then read the 4th resolution.

That copies of the procecdings of the mecting together

with the Ictlers fo be sent to the Secretary of the British Indian

Association be forwarded to the influential and educated men in

the interior, who have not been able to be present at this

weeting requesting them to give their opinion on the points
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raised in the meeting and that all answers when received be

submitted to the B. I. Association.

It was seconded by Babu Harisa Chundra Bagsee and by

Babu Rutan Mani Gupto,

The resolution was approved and passed unanimously.

(8d.) Japava Cuunpra Gosvamt,

and about 35 others.

CHITTAGONG DIVISION,

NOAKMALLY.

XXXVI

Procrrpines of a meeting held at the Bengali school house

at Noakhali on the evening of the 24th June for the purpose

of eliciting the state of native opinion at this station regarding

the proposed withdrawal of state assistance to Nnglish education

and co-operating with the British Indian Association for memo-

rialising his Grace the Secretary of State for India on the subject.

The meeting was attended by most of the respectable natives

of the place, Babu Jagadisa Nath Raya being called to the chair

opened the proceedings by explaining to the gentlemen present

the object of the meeting and briefly recited the history of the

progress of education in this country,

Moved by Baboo Turipersaud Newgee and seconded by Babu

Luckhicant Roy.

1. Thatin the opinion of this meeting the proposed with-

drawal of state assistance from English education in this country

is premature and will lead to the closing of most of the schools

and colleges in Bengal,

In moving the above resolution the Babu adverted to the fact

that the great majority of our English students especially in the

Moffussil stations come from the middle classes whose incomes

are barely sufficient to maintain themselves, From some statis-
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viet of the Noakhalt Euglish Schoul which he detailed it appear:

ed that the average Income of the guardians of the boys attend

The this school was about 30 Rs anid the cost of educating cach

pupil about 4 of this amount the pupils pay only 4 ab present.

and he detailed on the hardships into which a sudden withdrawal

of state aid would involve the residents here.

Babu Lakshmikanta Raya in seconding the above resolution

stated that this District is not yet sufficiently advanced in

education and enlightenment to enable its people to help them-

selves in the matter of high or English edu-eation.

Moved by Babu Odoychand Dutt and seeonded by Babu

Adwatyachurn Dutt.

Uf. That while recognizing the importance and necessity of

edaeation for the people generally in the Vernacular, this mueet-

ing is of opinion that the progress of popular education should

by no means supersede English Edueation for the higher aad

middle classes.

The Babu dwelt specially on the services that the educated

natives have done to the country by establishing Schools and

atshalas and zealously and intelligently suporintending the edu-

cation therein imparted. Tle demonstrated that unless the upper

and middle classes were simultaneously educated and enlightened

popular education would not succeed with Government aid alone.

Tle also dwelt upon the duty of England towards India in raisin

her in the seale of nations by imparting to her the learning and

civilization of the west.

Babu Atulya Chandra Chatterji moved the 3rd resolution

which was seconded by Babu Rajarama Mukerji.

TIT. That in the opinion of this mecting the state grant for

educational purposes is neither exorbitant nor unpreeedented,

and that further aid in addition to what is now granted may

fairly be given out of imperial funds for promoting popular

education.

The speeches were all in Vernacular, as many present did nob

understand English,
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CHOTA NAGPORE DIVISION.

MANBHUM, PURULIA.

XXXIX

Proceepinas of a meeting of the native inhabitants of the

Town of Purulia in the district of Manbhum held on Thursday

last, 23rd June, 1870, for the purpose of considering the great

Educational questien.

PRESENT.

Babu Kalicharana Datta,

» Vimalananda Mukerji,

»» Navinachandra Pala,

>, Hansesvara Mukerji,

» Uttamakishna Sarakara,

» Rama Nrisinghaditya,,

» Niyamat Ulla,

» Kailasachandra Chatter),

» Umacharana Raya,

» Paresanatha Ghosha,

» Kshetramohana Ghataka,

» Bankavehari Sarakara,

» Syamalala Datta,

» Gopikrishna Mukerji,

» Dinavandhu Bhattacharya,

» Rupachanda Mukerji,

And others.

Proposed by Babu Kalicharana Datta and seconded by all the

members that Babu Navinachandra Pala be president.

Proposed by Babu Hansesvara Mukerji and seconded Ly Babu

Kalicharana Datta that Babu Bankavehari Sarakara be the

Secretary.

Read a letter from Babu Joteendro Mohun Tagore, Honorary

Secretary, British Indian Association, inviting the inhabitants of

the District of Manbhum to convene a meeting and send their

opinion on the great Education question.

s
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Babu Kalicharana Datta said that English Education has

done great good to the country. He said that the Chota-

Nagpore Province is the most backward in this respect, the

people are generally poor and could hardly pay for their education

The education of the masses is indeed desirable, but to raise the

intellectual and moral character of the people he considers that

vernacular and English education must go hand inhand. He

moreover said that education is just in its infant state and

without the fostering care of the British Government, it cannot

thrive. If therefore he observed state aid be withdrawn from

English Edueation it would be a suicidal policy, &e.

Babu Hansesvara Mukerji after dwelling for sometime on

the benefits of English education said that a memorial should be

submitted to his Grace the Seeretary of State to continue state aid
to English education. ;

Babu Gopikrishna Mukerji said that English Education should

not in his opinion be stopped so soon, it has yet mueh to do in

way of civilizing the country. The circumstances of the

people are not such as to bear the heavy expenses of liberal

Education and that he admits the urgent necessity of re-

presenting to his Grace.

Babu Dinavandhu Bhattacharya said that in his opinion the

country owes its present grandeur solely to English education,

and that this edueation could never have been given if Govern-

ment did not take the burden of expense. He said that the

people are generally poor and that their position is not so ad-

vanced asto be able to bear all the charges of an expensive

education and that the withdrawal of state aid would be putting

astop to the educational career of the people which in his

opinion has been but half pursued.

A discussion ensued in which several gentlemen took part.

The members then came to the following resolutions.

Tne following Resolutions were passed at a Meeting of the

Native Inhabitants of Purulta held on the 23rd June.

That they one and all unanimously protest against the anti-
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English Education policy of the Government, inasmuch, ag Tt is

highly injurious to the educational interests of the country.

That they deem it expedient to memorialize His Grace the

Secretary of State against the present educational policy of tho

Government, and they heartily agree to co-operate with the British

Indian Association in the adoption of measures which might be

best calculated to secure State aid to Euglish Education.

That Hon'ble Babu Issur Chunder Ghosal, Member of the

Bengal Legislative Council and Talookdar, be requested to act

as representative for the District of Manubhum in the great

education Meeting tobe held in Calcutta on the 2nd of July

next.

(Sd) Baykaverant SaAnAKARA

Secretary to the Kdueational Meeting, Purulia

and about 100 gentlemen.

ASSAM DIVISION.

GOWILATTY,

XL

RESOLUTION f.

Tuat in the opinion of this meeting the present educational

policy of the Government of India as announced in the Supple-

ment to the Caleutta Gasctte of the 7th ultimo is fraught with

danger to the best interests of the country and caleulated to

retard the progress of education in Bengal imasmuch as the

inevitable result of such policy will be by the withdrawal of

state aid from the national seats of learning and increasing the

cost of English education to place that education beyond the

masses of most of those who had sent their children to English

Schools and Colleges.

Resorution If.

That while feeling the urgent importance of measures cal-

culated to educate and intellectually clevate the masa cf the
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population of this country this meeting is of opinion that to

afford such education to the neglect of English education is

unsound in principle and subversive of that harmony which should

exist between the middle and lower orders of our Society.

Resotvtion ITI.

That the members of this meeting have learnt with the

‘greatest pleasure that a grand meeting moved by the B. I.

Association will be held at Calcutta to petition Her Gracious

Majesty the Queen protesting against this impolitic resolution

of Government. This meeting, therefore, unanimously resolve

that these resolutions, at which they have arrived be sent to

the Seerctary to the British Indian Association to be laid

before the said convocation as an index of their opinion and

feeling on this important matter.

Hemwcianpra Barwau,

and several others.

GOALPARA.

XLI

To

Tue Honorary SEcRETARY

British Tnpran Association,

Caleutta.

S1r,—With reference to your letter of the 13th instant I have

the honor to inform you that a Meeting was held on the after-

noon of Sunday the 19th instant at 4 P. M., in the premises

of the Goalpara Hitovidhaini Sabha for devising the best

means for representing the Government about the subject of

withdrawing all aid to high-class education in Bengal and a

resolution has been passed by the select members for sending a

memorial to the Sccretary of State for India.

The Meeting was composed of the following gentlemen Rai

Goonabhi Ram Burooah Bahadoor, Babu Pudolochan Dass, Babu

Jovgopaul Rukhit, Babu Okhoy Coomar Bose, Babu Suda Ram

Doss, Babu Judo Nauth Bunerjee.
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‘The Members have not as yet been able to come to the conclu.

sion whether they will send their Memorial through the British

Indian Association or otherwise. The result will be made known

afterwards.

IT have the Honor to be,

Sir,

Yours most Obt. Servant,

Oxnoy CoomaRr Bose.

SECOND MEFTING.

To

Basu JoTernpRA Monun- Tacore,

Honorary Secretary.

British Ladian Association.

Aeray !

fade Sfante onfacwna afrelass otetfa Blas 2a

Bars Asia aiwics Sifes zewts wa cx tg fafeat-

com WTR ate eau fatwa, AAAs evo wets HST

Boies Cre Bw Sala, Blalats Aerts ci cwtsa WAY

afacan | wfay cca whrssiaiwy fetes offences
eae mints fag fates afoaieti asics Boifas afarat

Boss aa Sea) Bazin fegtatea war ce co Atetay
Aten SBe lel abe safes esxtaca atuts eBzite

fafaricga 4 Bors orice fear alaitwa © care CTS-

cra 4 tie fas Barat Vrafa eBrw otica atz I wits

ais Boy nes cats ee fey Vericy Vat CI FT HAAS
cats ufey Bite Siete Brel ate fapi aets eta

wa, fe ofa, fe atfass faze’ gots act Bate Fiem ZEeS
atta gee facavai fara o2 faoi fear sore 42

ses Veretq BHT Mee; STS Hegiz os fas feta

ways uf qetqtar vaders atetar afew ea, Sta TIP waAT-
wica farsa arta Aes fears arte eBrw wsras| Biatews

SHB CHUA AIT way Gras « Sate cata fofacz

aga Bee ca aaeas area aele cela Sere wiz
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Bere ORT HBS ottez at) semis catecwa wa
UWI cy Stel farty sa wtets ao wial aaa s ufe oF

Beaty santas say a afm fare evivaa, fax

caha Jarra sath wey yreiaa Seta} She wa 9299

ata Olfat se ataty

mafpara cart face

Preruu Rau Cuewpry,

and 100 others.

ey

BEHAR,

BHAUGULPORE.

XLT

Procerpinas of a meeting of the residents of Bhaugulpore held

this day (30th June) in the Old School House of the Station.

PRESENT.

Moulavi Wahi-ud-din Khan Bahadur.

Babu -Vrajamohana Thakura.

» Haragowriprasada.

Moulavi Hafiz Hosein.

Babu Sardhari Lall.

Shaick Ali Hassein.

Meer = Ashrat Al.

Moulavi Mohommad Hazuk.

” Wazul Huq.

i Hascin Askari.

Shah Shumraffuth Hassein.

Babu Gopalchandra Sarakara.

” Atulyacharana Mallika.

And others.

Meulavi Wahi-ud-din being voted to the Chair the following

resolutions were unanirnously passed.

i That the proposed Education Policy of Government of

India withdrawing State vid frum English institutions of the
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country is detrimental to the progress and intellectual advance-

ment of the natives ot India.

2. That in the present state of native society in general and

that of Behar in particular English Education is the only means

of elevating the people intellectually, socially, and morally, and

towards this end the aid of the State is essentially necessary. .

3. That a memorial praying for the continuance of the

present Education policy of the Government of India be sub-

mitted to the Secretary of State for India and for that purpose

action be taken in unison with the British Indian Association

of Calcutta.

4. That a Committee be at once organized to place themselves

in communication with the British Indian Association and to

transmit to them a copy of the proceedings of this meeting.

That a Committee consisting of the undermentioned gentlemen

be at once organised to place themselves in communication with

the British Indian Association and to transmit to them a copy of

the proceedings of this meeting: Moulavi Saied Wahi-ud-din,

Navaratna Mallicka, Vraja Mohana Thakura.

(Sd.) Wairi-ub-p1y,

Chairman.

JAMALPUR AND MONGHYR.

XLII

To

Basu Joteenpro Moutn Tacore

Hony. Secy. Britis Inpran ASsociaTion,

Calcutta.

Sirn,—~With reference to the notice in the LHindoo Patriot

of 27th June 1870, and previous issues regarding the meeting

of the native inhabitants of Bengal to be held in the Town Hall

on Saturday the 2nd instant the undersigned Bengali residents

of Monghyr and Jamalpur beg leave to convey to you our

deep sense of regret and in consequence of our inability to

attend the meeting, Nevertheless we beg hereby to record for
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the information of the meeting our humble assent to the

propriety of memorializing His Grace the Secretary of State for

India on the object of the proposed withdrawal of State assistance

from English education in this country and authorize you to

make use of this letter if necessary.

We have the honor to be

Sir

Your most Obdt. servant,

DoortuB CHurn Mozoompar,

and 170 others.

JAMALPUR,

Ist July, 1870. s

TIRHUT.

XLIV

Proceepines of a meeting of the Native Community of

Mozaffarpur held on the 3rd August, 1870.

Syed Alli Kooli Khan.—Chairman,

Roy Nundi Pot Mahta Bahadoor,—Vice-Chairman.

The Chairman opened the meeting. He spoke a few words

expressing his opinion on the proposed withdrawal from or cur-

tailment of Government support of English Edueation and

dwelt on the disastrous tendency of such measure.

The Chairman was followed by Babu Kadar Nath Banerjee, the

leader of the Mozuffarpoor bar, who spoke in Urdu. The speech

throughout was animated. He expounded to the audience the Re-

solution of Government of India of the 3lst of March last, and

stated that many seemed to labor under an erroneous impression

that it was the intention of the Government to eradicate English

Edueation from the land. The speaker said that this was a great

mistake. The Government only proposed the increase of

schooling fees and the withdrawal of scholarships and other

grants,
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'The Babn observed that the greatest danger to be apprehended

trom the execution of the measure, was the threatened with-

drawal of Government aid from High English education, the

result of which would most unquestionably be the closing of the

English Schools and Colleges. Such a result would be most

disastrous to the future education of India’s children.

There were some persons under an impression that it would”

not be a matter of much conscquence if these colleges and

schools were abolished, when the Government has resolved to

impart and supply the best education through the medium of

the Vernacular, and such education again as will entitle the

people to all the honors and benefits which they now enjoy

as the fruits of high English education. This he considered a

melancholy error. Government does not intend any such thing,

and no such thing is practicable. Tho education Government

intends to give to the masses by means of the Vernacular would

be purely elementary or primary. This education is for the

benefit of the poorest classes of the natives of the country, for

menial servants—shocmakers—carpenters and the entire rural

population. It is certainly a matter of much rejoicing that

Government desires the diffusion of the light of knowledge among

the masses, but ought it to follow that high class education must

be retarded, and our future prospects blasted, because the masses

must be enlightened ? And the Government for the support of

this specios of education is about to levy a cess, let this cess

accumulated be applied to the purpose for which it is intended,

and let the Government defray the exponses of High English

education as it has hitherto liberally been doing.

The relationship in which the Natives stand to the Government

is a dear one, it is as the relationship subsisting between a father

and his children, and the Indian Government in all its phases

isa paternal one, therefore as children if they were to appeal

consistently with propriety against an order or command which

they believed would tend to injure their future prospects, theve

was no fear of Leing visited with displeasure, though some

mistakenly consider that a protest however respectful is tauta-

T
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mount to flagraut disobedience. The Babu was of opinion that

the time had come when they ought as snppliants to lay their

grievances before the Government truthfully, and honestly

and abide by its decision. Should it be favorable to their views,

it would be to them a source of perennial happiness, if other-

wise, they had only as becomes obedient and grateful children

‘unmurmurringly to accept what is given to them.

Babu Gopalchunder Dass, Deputy Collector and Deputy Magis-

trate of this District, then rose and addressed the meeting in

Urdu which he spoke with remarkable purity. One could

scarcely say from his fluency and the style of his address whether

he was a Bengali or a Hindoostani. He dwelt on the salient

points of the Governnent- Resolution, and practically illustrated

the advantage of Euglish education by noticing the ascendancy

the Bengalis had over the Beharis in fillmg places of honor and

responsibility owing to their familiarity with the English lan-

guage, and their proficiency in it. He said that while scarcely

a Behari was appointed to any respectable post in the Metropolis

of Bengal, several Bengalis held most important situations in

Behar, snatching them away as it were from under the very

noses of the Beharis. The speaker concluded by remarking, that

if the Government resolution were carried out to the letter by

imparting merely elementary instruction to the masses, to the

sacrifice of high-class English education, the higher classes would

have nothing better in prospective than the satisfaction of behold-

ing their sons a flock of Jahils.

At this stage of the proceedings a petition in Hindi was pre-

sented to the meeting by the members of the Dharma Sumaj. It

describes the benefits of education, especially English education,

whose blessings are felt all over the land, and ends witha

‘prayer that it may not be sacrificed to the vernacular, that it

may go hand in hand with the Sanscrit, because it would be

materially useful to the Sanscrit student when passing his

University Entrance Examination.

Baboo Bhooputy Roy, Subordinate Judge of the District, rose

and made a short speech in Urdu. He spoke much to the same
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effect as the preceding speakers, Baboos Kadarnath and Gopal

Chunder.

The Rev. Mr. Greenfield next rose and said that if he were

not an Englishman he would have wished to be one that uight,

and at that moment, for he felt a peculiar, and inexpressible

pleasure to find that the language of his country, its arts and

sciences were so highly spoken of, so worthily appreciated, so

warmly commended, and their benefits so fully comprehended

by an alien race; a race whose language, manners, customs und

ways of living, and whose religion were quite dissimilar to those

of his own nation.

The speaker then went into the Government resolution.

Tle was of opinion that 4t.was, not fully understcod, and by a

variety of arguments endeavoured to show it was fraught with.

much good, and well might it accord with the spirit of the times.

That the Government in encouraging the advancement of verna-

cular education among the imasses, though at the expense of high

class English education, had apparently at heart the universul

benefit or India. That the withdrawal or curtailment of state-

aid, and a further enhancement of Schooling fees in Anglo.

Vernacular institutions under Government patronage were he

thought the hest means it could adopt for the furtherance of its

object, the improvement of India. That the natives having to

make high class English Education a business of their own,

would be more eager than heretofore to give it greater encour-

agement, and that the respeetable and wealthy among them

world only be too glad to support their countrymen as the case

isin England by bestowing endowments for the maintenance

of those Educational institutions which now receive assistance

from Government. The Revd. Gentleman was answered by Babu

Shib Chunder Chatterjee BR. A. B.1., and Baboo Poorno Chunder

Mitter Boa. B.L., both Graduates of the Caleutta University.

He seemed to forget that there were Imany Englishmen both m

England and in this country, who had made education their

study, and who considered it the duty of the State to promote

liberal education,
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Babu Poorno Chunder Mitter shewed how English Education

was of a reproductive character from the publication of original

works in Bengali, and translations of English works which are

daily issuing from the native pyesses;—as also from the

establishment of numerous Vernacular Schools under the

grant-in-aid system by educated natives, who feel naturally

desirous to communicate their knowledge to their less fortunate

countrymen,

Mr. Lingham, a distinguished member of the Mozufferpore

bar, very ably advocated the cause of English education and

argued how unecessary it was for the elevation of the’native

races, .

The night having fai advanced it was thought time to wind

up, wheu Babu Kadar Nath Banerjee on behalf of his friends,

and of the native community heartily thanked the assembly

for having condescended to honor the meeting with their

presence.

CHUPRAH.

LV.

Tere was a grand meeting of the inhabitants of this place

held on the 10th instant in the Government School Tfouse for

discussing the Education Question. The meeting commenced

in the afternoon and broke up at about 4 o'clock Pp. m. The

gathering composed of all classes of the respectable inhabitants

was very large, outside the house the crowd was great. The

ineeting was presided over by Babu Dev Coomar Singh, one

of the foremost and enlightened Zemindars of the District, who

is also a Commissioner of the Chuprah Municipality, a Member

of the Charitable Dispensary and Local Committee of Public

Instruction.

Babu Dev Coomar Singh opened the meeting by thanking

the amecting for selecting him chairman and briefly stated the



Ixxv

olject of the demonstration. Babu Keshub (all Ghose of the

Sarun bar, Secretary to the Chuprah Association, rose and spoke

in Urdu dwelling on the advantages of English education, and

on the propriety of memorializing the Government of Bengal

and his Grace the Secretary of State for India against the anti-

English education policy of the, Government. Ife addressed

the meeting for about an hour and read a draft Memorial,

similar to the one prepared by the British Tudian Association at

Calcutta.

Moulvie Suddakut Hossain, Sheristadar of the Judge’s Court,

a leading and learned member of the Sheeah Sect, stood up and

sad that he fally concurred with the speaker, and expressed

his great regret on hearimg that some of hig Mahomedan

countrymen were disposed to arrest the progress of Enuglish

cducation and to establish only the Vernacwar, in which they

were wrong, and will repent for ever and that they are not real

friends to the country and its people. :

Mooushee Furzanad Ali, a first cluss pleader and a leading

member of the Svonne Sect, said that he also fully coneurred

with the second speaker.

Moulvie Mustumsur Lillah, Tead-Master of the Chuprah

Training School, and a very learncd and respectable Mahomedan

gentleman rose and said that those, who wished to give the

people a high education in the Vernacular language forgot that

such education could not be complete through the medium of that

language alone.

Next rose Babu Toolseepershad, the Judge’s head-clerk, who

seconded the Moulvie’s views and explained the bencfits that

would be derived from English Education.

Lastly Moonshee Heeralall the Government pleader and a

very respectable Zemindar and a leading member of the Srre

Lastob Kayest Scct—rose and dwelt on benetits of English

Kuducation and cited himself as an example, for all his children

were being cducated in the English Janguage. Then Babu

Keshub Lall Ghose the Secretary rose and asked the general

opinion of the mecting for memorializing the Government of
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Bengal and the Secretary of State for Tndia against the new

education policy of the Government ?

On this the whole meeting lifted up their hands and the motion

was unanimously carried. Then the Secretary submitted the

second Resolution. That a Select Committee be appointed to

consult about the draft of the memorial presented and read out

by the Secretary. Buboo Prosono Coomar Singh Sheristadar of

the Magistracy seconded the motion and it was agreed that a

Select Committee be appointed comprising the President, Secre-

tary, Moonshee Furzanad Ali; and Heeralall, Moulvies Suddak ut

Hossain and Moostomsur’ Bellahs, Babus Monohur Mookerjee

Sub-Assistant Surgeon, N: coor Chunder Banerjee, Court Inspector,

Toolshepershad Judge’s Head Clerk, and Prosono Coomar

Singh Members.

The Secretary next submitted the 3rd resolution for circulating

the Urdu petitions for collecting the signature of all clisses of

the people—after being translated into English and printed on

parchment. Moulvie Suddakut Hossain seconded it and the

motion was agreed to. .

The Sceretary then submitted the 4th resolution that printed

memorials be forwarded to the Governments of Bengal, and

India and the Seerctary of State for India, the Patna Committee,

British Indian Association, Calcutta, and to Babu Keshub Chun

der Sen, Loudon,

Moonshee Furzanad Ali seconded the motion, which was

agreed to,

The Secretary then submitted the 6th resolution for a similar

meeting against the Income Tax, the majority being in favor of

the motion it was carricd.

The Secretary then moved that the thanks of the meeting he

given to the Chairman. Babu Monohur Mookerjee seconded tlie

auotion, Which was carricd by acclamation.
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ORISSA.

BALASORE,

XLVI

To

THE Honorary SECRETARY

British INDIAN ASSOCIATION,

Calcutta.

Str,—I have the honor to forward herewith a copy of the

proceedings of a meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of

Balasore held on the 26th Tnstant for the information of the

British Indian Association and for being placed before their

general meeting to be held on the 2nd proximo and to request

that you will be good enough to communicate with the Secretary

of the Balasore Committee in all matters in respect to the pro-

posed movement.

I have the Honor to be,

SIR,

Your most obedient servant,

(Sd), Jupuxaru Dass.

Secretary Balasore Meeting.

Proceedings of a general mecting of the native gentry of Bala-

sore in pursuance of a requisition received from the British

Indian Association held at the house of Babu Shamanund Dey,

a Zemindar of the place, on Sunday the 26th June 1870.

Babu Bholanauth Doss Civil Engineer and a member of the

British Indian Association was voted to the Chair and Babu

Sreenauth Shen elected as Secretary to the Meeting.

The requisition of the British Indian Association under which

the meeting was held haying been read and translated into the

vernacular language to the gentlemen present, and the object of

the meeting having been fully discussed the following resolu-

tions were proposed and carried by a majority of 23 votes.
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RESOLUTIONS.

1. That while fly aware of the importance of Mass Educa-

tion this meeting consider the policy announced by the Govern-

ment of India in respect to English Education, is calculated

to put a stop to one of the greatest blessings conferred on the

natives of this country inasmuch as they consider that what-

ever progress they have made since the advent of the British

Government is solely due to English Education.

2, That this meeting consider that the time has not yet ar-

rived for this country, specially Orissa, to take on herself the

entire burden of educating her children in so efficient and exten—

sive a manner as is at present done by the State, and that there-

fore they consider that the withdrawal of State aid will seri-

ously interfere with the progress and well-being of the nation.

3. That this meeting appreciate the urgency and importance

of memorializing Her Majesty’s Government in England as con-

templated by the British Indian Association, and that a com-

mitee be formed at Balasore to co-operate with that body in the

furtherance of the object they have in view.

4 That Babu Brindabun Chunder Mundle, a zemindar and

merchant of Balasore, now” in Caleutta, be requested to attend

the proposed meeting of the British Indian Association to

represent the people of this district.

5 That a copy of the proceedings be sent to the British

Indian Association for their information.

6. That Babus Dwarka Nath Sen, Prosonno Coomar Ghosal,

Shamanund Day. Juggo Bundoo Ghose, Radhasyam Doss, Gopee

Nath Kur and Judu Nath Doss be elected to compose a com-

mitce for the management of all business in connection with the

requisition, and Babu Judu Nath Doss be their Secretary.

7. That a vote of thanks be given to Babu Shamanund Dey

for zeal and exertions in convening this Meeting.

After a vote of thanks to the Chair the meeting broke up.

(Sd.) Dwarxa Naovru Law,

And others 24 natives,
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CUTTACK.

XLVIL

A Cantera meeting of the inhabitants of Cuttack having been

vonvened by the President of the Cuttack Debating Society for

Friday the 24th June 1870, at the request of the native members,

to discuss the subject of the withdrawal of state aid from

English Education and the advisability of passing certain

Resolutions on the subject for submission to the general

meeting of the inhabitants of Bengal to be held) in Calcutta

on the 2nd proximo, among those present were the undermen-

tioned gentlemen:

T. Kirkwood Esq, C.S. (President of the Cuttack Society)

in the chair, T. E. Ravenshaw Esq., C. 8. (Commissioner of

Orissa), W. C, Taylor [sq., R. WV. Stoney Esq., J. Campbell

Esq., C. E. (Executive Engineer, Poorce Irrigation), Baboo

JSuggomohun Roy, Koilash Chunder Ghose, Harikvishna Doss,

Woma Churn Haldar, Chnndi 9 Churn Banerjec, Rajkrishna

Mukerji M. A. B. L., Dwarka Nath Chuckerbutty, Tarini Churn

Mukerjea, and a large number of other native gentlemen.

The President on rising stated that Mr. Ravenshaw would

first address the meeting.

Mr. Ravenshaw then addressed the meeting in Urdu point.

ing out that though in theory it was quite right that English

and all other Education should be left to support itself, still

in his opinion the time for any withdrawal of state aid from

English Education in Bengal, and especially in Orissa, where

the native gentlemen where less wealthy—had not yet arrived

and that any withdrawal of state aid would in fact be tant-

anount, closing a large portion of the existing English Schools

aud Colleges.

Baboo Sudarsun Doss then expressed his concurrence in the

opinions expressed by Mr. Ravenshaw.

Baboo Kalipodo Banerjea ina lengthy and eloquent speech

in Orinsh further discussed the subject and expressed his con-

currence with the previous speakers.

U
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Baboo Raykiishna Mukerjea spoke to the same effect in

Bengali

Baboo Woma Churn Taldar speaking in Bengali expressed

an opinion that the Meeting should memorialize Her Majesty's

Seeretary of State for India direct, rather than convey its

opinions through the British Indian Association as had been

proposed.

The Sceretary Baboo Obinash Chunder Chatterjea then

proceeded to read out certain Resolutions that had been drafted,

these were unanimously approved by the mecting and are given

below :

I. That this meeting desire to record its deep sense of the

benefits which the peop le-of this country generally, and of Orissa

in particular, have derived from the study of the English lan.

guage, which has infused into them new life and produced u

marked effect upon their condition, intellectual, social, political

and moral.

II. That this meeting which recognising the necessity and

importance of Vernacular Edweation emphatically denies that it

is as yet adapted to high intellectual culture, even in Bengal

where the study and development of the Vernacular have made

such rapid strides within the last four decades.

TH. That in the opinion of this meeting the Vernacnlars

have been chiefly emiched by the English Educated natives, and

it would appear thatif the study of the English language were

neglected the Vernacular literature would be the first thing to

suffer.

IV. That in the opinion of this meeting, the cost of the

administration of the country, would be niuch increased, the

burdens upon the people much heavier, and the difficulties in

the way of suitors in the Law Courts still more serious, if

justice were administered in this country through the medium

of interpreted evidence and translated proceedings in the absence

of the cheap but efficient native agency, which English Educa.

tion has called into existence.
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V. That in the opinion of this meeting any Government

measure, which would propose to divert the moncy now spent,

upon English Edneation, to other objects and throw the whole‘

charge thereof upon students, would result in the closure of many

of the Government schools and colleges, a large portion of the

students in those institutions being of a class by no meahs

wealthy.

VI. That this meeting while most carnestly deprecating will-

drawal or diminution of State aid to English Education by no

means under estimates the value of Vernacular Education for

the masses of the people—a subject now engaging the attention

of Government. This mecting would be sorry to see progress

in the direction of Vernacular Education retard advancement of

the higher English school,

VII. That a copy of the foregoing Resolutions be forwarded

to the Secretary to the British Indian Association for subnnission

at the general meeting of the Inhabitants of Bengal fo be held at

the Town Hall of Calcutta on the 2nd proximoe.

A discussion then arose on Baboo Woma Churn Haldar's

suggestion of a memorial Mr. Ravenshaw expressed his op:

nion, that the two things should be kept distinct, Uhe “present

meeting should convey its opinion to the British Indian Associ-

ation for expression at the general meeting to be held in Caleutta

onthe 2nd proximo, The wemorial to the Secretory of State,

should take a much more general form and should Le supported

hy signatawes from Balasore, Pooree, and other large towns in

the Province. He would be happy to forward any such memorial

to Government through his office.

The President concurred in the opinion expressed by Mos.

Ravenshaw and (he mecting after expression (its comcu cies

broke up, with a vote of thanks to the chair.

POORER,

XLVUI

Ata meeting of the gentlemen of Poorce held on the

26th Junc 1870 for discussing the present Educational yvliey
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of the Government of India, as announced in the supplement

to the Calcutta Gazette of the 7th ultimo, it was resolved.

Ist. That the present state of this country, especially of the

provinee of Orissa being not such as to afford ample funds for

superior education, independent of State aid, beginning as itis

to appreciate very faintly the importance of such education,

the new Educational policy of the Government of India would

be highly detrimental to the interests of this country.

2nd. That while this meeting fully sympathises with the

views of Government regarding the Edueation of the masses

if cannot but express its regret that that would be afforded at

the sacrifice of higher Education upon which the rise and

progress of this country so mueh depend, and which in the long

run would be a very durable and effective means of realizing the

end the Government hasin view, inasmuch as liberally educated

youths would never lose sight of the interests of their brothers

of the lower class, who are already beginning to benefit from

the exertions of their liberally educated countrymen.

Srd. That this meeting is fully -aware that the seale of

fees now prevalent in our Schools and Colleges is already too

high for the people of this country to mect, andis almost on

apar with those in Enueland, by far a richer country, and

that therefore any further enhancement of them would lead to

the deplorable result cf the closing of many a School and

College agains&é middle class youths who compose the main

strength of those Institutions.

dth. That this meeting owing to the above considerations

fecl it a duty to memorialize His Grace the Secretary of State

for India, through the British Indian Association for discount-

enancing the proposed Educational policy of the Government

of India.

5th. That a Committee of the following gentlemen be cleet-

ed with Baboo Grish Chunder Chatterjea as Scereéary for com-

municating with the British Indian Association, and for

carrying ouf any aincasures which will be deemed expedient

regarding the present question .
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Baboo Ombica Churn Roy Chowdry

” Ram Dass Chakravarty

” Govinda Chunder Mahapatter

» Khetter Mohun Bose

” Sreenath Bose

” Nitya Nando Dass

Hurry Hur Dass

» Siva Misra

Mahanta Narain Dass

Grish Chunder Chatterjea B. L. Seeretary.

Gth. That a copy of the above resolutions be forwarded to

the Seeretary to the British Indian Association.

Grisu CiruNDER CHATLERJEA,

Secretary.

MOGUT SERALI,

ALIX

Iusolutions passed at a meeting of the Native Literary Society

of Mogul Serai, held on the 21st June 1870.

1. That the Education policy of Government in withdrawing

its aid from the State Colleges and thercby increasing the cost of

®nglish Education will check the rising progress of Bengal and

throw its civilization and learning many a year back.

2. That barring a few individuals, the rich men being apathe-

tic towards cducation and the middle classes being those who

chiefly resort to Colleges, the present policy of Government has a

tendency to injure those who are not at all ina position to edu-

cate their suns at an enhanced cost.

3. That whilst taking every possible step towards the spread

of Vernacular Education among the masses, it is incumbent on

Government to allow the tide of pregress te How as rapidly ay

ever by giving full cuceuragement te bigh Education,
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4. That the stoppage of High English Education will be

detrimental to the cause of good Goverument inasmuch as it will

deprive our Rulers of the assistance of servants of ‘India, either

as officers of the realm or as advisers in the Council Chamber.
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