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Ranojee Rao Sindhia.
PREFACE

In wiiting thxs short e Life " of Ranojee Rao
Sindhiz, the founder of the Gwalior Raj, I have
made use partly of the Mss. copy of the History
of Gwa.der which I wrote between 1892 and
1897 aud of which L have made a mention in

my ‘ Life of Rao Ra]ah Sir Dinkar Rao, "1

(1) My readers would probably be delighted to hear
that the * History of Gwalior ” might see the light of
day aftor a year or two. On the 1lth of June, 1917,
Rao Raiah Raghunathrao Diukar, o1 g, kindly intro-
dueed 11e to Uis Ilighness Maharajah Madbav Rao Sahib
Sindhie, ¢.0.8.1., G.V.0.0, ii, b, and brought my
desire to write the “Life " of Ilis Highness’ illustrious
father ( H. H. the late Mabarajah Jayaji Rao Sindhia,
G, 0. 8, I, & 0.B, O 1,E., Counsellor of I, M. the Queen
Emspress) to His Highness' gracious attention. Hie
Highness the Maharajah Sindhia was pleased to approve
of my intention to publish the ‘ Life of the late Maha-
rajab Jayaji Rao Sindhia,” 1 rejoice to think that as



(i)

My object is to present a biography of a great,
good, and brave personage llke the hero of
this narative, based on the Maratha authorities
and representing, as far as possible, a falthful
picture of the soldier who had the good luck
to lay the foundations of a great kingdom
under the auspices of the heroic Peshwa Baji
Rao 1. This work purports to be one of a
series of ¢ Short Lives of great Marathas !
who lent their aid in the bullding up of the
Maratha Empire,!

this -subject has received the gel-lgrous gupport of Rao
BRajab Raghunath Rao Dinkar, ¢. 1. £, and Colone!
Pandit Kailas Narayan Hakear, B. 4., o, 1 £, my work
may surely meet with every facility which an author is
entitled to. Mr, A. I%. Filose, Bar-at-law, has also taken
keen interest in the * Life of the late Maharajah Jayaji
Rao Sindhia.”

(1) There are some KEuropean scholars who have
ventured to say that “the Maratha Hwmpire is a mis.
nomer.” I have tried to give a befitting reply to these
gcholars in my publication * The Marathas and the
Moghals. ” Is the worth of an Empire to be judged
golely by the length of its existence ?



(ill)

The standpolnt adopted by writers like Mr.
H. G. Keene has in it a perceptible blas, in-
tolerable {n a writer on historical subject, which
voluntarily or involuntarily leads them to
belittle the importance and influence of the
Maratha Empire generally and especlally of the
Peshwis of whom none figures in the ¢f Rulers
of India " series.!

(1) Is the picture of Mahadji Sindhia, as presented by
Mr. O, (k. Keene, a correct viow of that able and eminent
Maraths Soldier and Stateswan ? "T'his subject deserves
to be dealt with in detail and we may discuss it fally at
some future date. In my 'publication “ The Marathas and
the Mohals, ” I have sliown how scholars like Mr. H. G.
Keene and Mr. De La Fosse pass wrong judgments on
importent points in the History of the Marathas. Vide
J. P, Suranjame’s “History of the Sindhia Family” and
“The Marathas and the Moghals. ” P, 132, We have the

-strongest ressons to say that Mahadji Bindhia was a
thoroughly patriotic Maratha, full of religious zeal, quite
faithful to the Peshwa and above all, deeply interested
in the causge of Maharashtra.



(iv)

Is it consistent with histerical justice that
Shivajl and Baji Rao 1 and Madhav Rao 1
should be conspicuous by their absence in that
“ geries,’ while Sir Hugh Rose and others have
found a place therein ? With all its short-
comings, Grant Duff’s * History of the Mara-
thas ' is more admirable than the recent works

of some European writers and on the wholea
splrit of justice and fairmess characterises his

great work more than the recent works from
the pen of authors like Mr, H, G. Keene and
cthers. Is Mr. Keene right in his attempt to
give the main portion of the credit of the
¢“ Hindu re-conquest of India " in the 18th
century to Mahadji Sindhia ? ‘The writer of
these pages has certanly, at least, as much
admiration for Mahadji Sindhia as Mr. Keene
has, but historical justice requires that a great
deal of the credit of ‘‘The Hindu re-conqust of
India '* should be given to the Peshwa Madhao
Rao 1 and his able Sirdars and Ministers as
rightly pointed out by the Maratha Bakhars



(v)

and the Maratha writers. The object of the
present ‘‘series’’ is to do historical justice to the
Herces of the Maratha Empire which fell when
the Maiatha spirit of Shivaji and Baji Rao 1 be-
came extinct in Maharashtra, The present writer
hopes to present to the public, at no distant
date, a short ¢ Life of Madhao Rao 11 who re~
established the Maratha prestige after the diss
aster at Panipat in 1761 A. D. The difficulties

(1) This Peshwa stands very high in the estimation of
the Muharushtra people and has & firm hold on their
affection as a perusal of the historical drama entitled
“Thorle Madhav Rao ” from the able pen of the late
Rao Tahadur Vinayak- Rao Janardarn Kirtane would
certainly thow. Vide also *Tho Marathas and the

Moghals. ” in this connection' pages 132=133. Grant
Duft also 188 spoken of this I’eshwa in the highest
terms. Recent historical researches have shown the
extent of Lis exertions in the cause of the Maratha
Timpire and the success which attonded them. (\Mahadji
Sindhia wae, in fact, the arm=power and Madhav Rao
Foshwa and Nana Phadnavis the brain-power of the
Maratha IKmpire during their respective careers.



(vi)

of a writer are obvious when he has to face a
heavy court work. But by the grace of the
Almighty I have succeeded in publishing four

treatises on different subjects under the auspices
of my generous master, H. H. The Mabarajah

Holkar, the enlightened Ruler of Indore, His
Highness® talented Ministers, Ral Bahadur S.
M. Bapn:i, B.A,, LL.B., B, Sc. and Rao Bahadur
Sirdar M. V., Kihe, M. A, have always given me
cordial help and sincere encouragement. Major
C, E. Luard, M, a., 1. A., Whose literary career
is well known, has invarlably taken much
interest in my literary pursuits, I must grate.
fully acknowledge the ald given by Seth
Ratansey Dharamsey Morarji Gekuldas of

Mahadji Sindhia successfully carried out in Hindustar.
the instructions which were sent by the Peshwa's Durbar
from Poona, Under the eircumstances the ohservations
of Mr. Keene cannot stand. Sympathetic writers like
Mr. H. A, Acworth and Mr. C. A. Kineaid, 0. v. 0,
1L 0.8, do more service to Indian History than those
writers who publish their works and opinions on
historial subjects with an evident prejudics,



(vil)

Bomhtay and Mr. Madbhav Rao Vishnu Marathe,
of the Bombay High Court. My nephew, Mr.
Aunand Rao Ganesh Burway has glven me very
useful information on varlous points, I thank
them all for all the troubles they have taken
ard the help they have extended to me directly
or indirectly, Sirdar Narayan Rao Bolia has
also given me good help,

As 1 owe my philosophical and histetlcal
studies to the kind care and zeal of my revered
father the Late Rao Bahadur Wamanrao Tatya
Burway, it is natural that I should respect his
pious wishes with regard to the dedication of
this work. Accordingly I feel delighted in
dedicating this short *¢ Life» to his master,
H!s Highness the late Maharajah Jayajl Rao
Sindhia, whose benign rule cxtending over forty~
three sears is so well-known and is so gratefully
remeriberd by all in the Gwalior Dominiens,

In -onclusion, I heaitily offer my grateful
obeisance to the Almignty Shree Rama and
pray sanguinely that through His grace Indian
History and the biographles of illustrious Indian
heroes may receive specially favourable attens
tion ftom the Indian Princes, whose ancestors



(viii )

have done so much in the past as to entitle
-their deeds of wisdom and valour to be carefully
studied! by Young India.

INpore Crty,
M. W. BURWAY.

21st July 1917.

(1) In these days of enlightenment and culture one
ghould be sorry to find  that oceasionally members of
one caste should be disposed to depreciate the worth of a
national hero simply because he belongs to a different
caste. This spirit, however, now secems to be waning.
It is & happy sign to see that Shivaji and Baji Rao
roceive their due meed of credit from the Rajput and
other communities, While this Preface was being
written, I was visiting Ciwalior, Bharatpore and Jaipur
and wea glad tofiad that in Rajputana several Rajputs
studied Maratha History and took much interest in it.
Rai Bahadur Abinash Chandra Sen & Thakore Rupsing
of Jaipur supplied me with some very useful historical
information, I cherish strong hopes that the correspon.
dente between Baji Rao I and Maharajah Jeysing
(1700-1746 ) may see the light of day. Captain Grant
Duff was infoimed of this correspondence. Buji Rao 1
and Jeysing of Jeypore were intimate friends and the
correspondence was carried on through Venkaji Ram,
the Peshwa's Agent who resided at Joypore,
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e P O B Rl

Ranojee Rao Sindhia, the founder of the
Gwa'ior Dominions, was at first in the service
of the Peshwa Balajee Vishwanath, who is
justly regarded as ‘¢ the second founder of the
Mahtatha Empire. > The closing years of
this Peshwa's successful career were fraught
with important results tending to strengthen the

Mahratha cause and ultimately lay the founda-
tlon of that vigorous policy which knew no
defeut or reverse as long as the Mahratha cone
federacy existed. Ranojee Rao seems to
be in  an obscure pesition in this Peshwa’s
regine which was directed more towards the
attainment of t:rritorial aims by diplomatic skill
rathar than by an open appeal to arms. ‘This
regine therefore was not calculated to foster
the military spirit of Rauojee, who, as we shail
see later on was the observed of all observers
during the gloriously successful expeditions of
the great Baji Rao Peshwa from 1720 to 1740.



2 RANOJRE RAO SINDHIA,

Little that is thoroughly trustwosthy is known
of the earlier years of Ranojee Rao, whose
family was reduced to stralgned circumstances
during the internecine dissensions which raged
for a long time between Satara and Kolhapur,
He was descended from a younger branch of
the Sindhia family of Kunnpeir Khed, a
village about 15 miles to the east of the renowne
ed city of Satara, It is said that durlng the
rise and coutinuance of the power of the
Brahmini Dynasty, several members of the
Sindia family of Kunneir Khed have played an
important part in the state affuirs, But the
subsequent decline of the influence of this
family seems to have placed the Sindias of
Kunneir Khed in such a position as not to
attract the attentlon of the world at large. Con-
sequently it has been more or less difficult to
entet into details regardivg the eatly bistory of
this famous tamily. What is kvcown with a
vestipe of truth is that the members of this
family were, in olden times, very h:ghly disting-
uished Shilledars, It is only the later cateer of
Ranojee Rao which the Bakhars deal with
somewhat scantily yet sufficiently to enable the
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historlan to form an approximate estimate of
his life and work, Though these circumstances
tend to baffle an enquiry into this direction,
the reader will be rejoiced to find that there
exists, at least, a tolerably reliable account of
Ranojee’s part in the famous invasions of the
great Baji Rao.

Balaji Vishwanath died in 1720 at Saswad,
where he had gone for taking a. short rest after

his extraordinary exerfions in laying out the
lines of a sound administration in the Satara
Raj. This is not the place for making an

attempt at a dstailed discussion as to how Balaji
Vishwanath’s wise precautions had paved the
way for the development cf the Mahratta power,
The reader will be able to form an estimate of
this great Peshwa’s memorable work by referr~
ing to the pages of Grant Duff or Elphinstone,
the latter of whom ungrudgingly says that
“‘Shahoo would never have recovered his
superiority but for the abilities of Balaji Vishwa-
nath, " The illustrious scholar of Mahatastra,
the late Mr, Justice Ranade, has dwelt on this
subject exhaustively.! On the authority of

(1) Vide “Rise of the Maratha Power” by the
Hon’ble Mr. Justice Rande, M, 4, L. I, B,
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Indlan as well European Historians, Balajl has
been considered as the second founder of the
Mahratta power and it would be a gratifying
duty to see how Bajl Rao extended this power
beyond the Narmada, and how in fact Baji Rao
ralsed Shivaji’s small state to the status of an
empire, Bajlrao’s Lientenants Ranojee Rao,
Mulhar Rao Holkar, the Powars of Dewas and
othefs rose to eminance duting this Peshwa's
invariably victorlous career,

With Baji Rao's career Ranojee Sindhia’s
name Is indissolubly connected, in~as-much-as
it was in thls reglme that Ranojee’s services
attracted public attention and official recog-~
nition. Bajl Rao was formally invested with the
office of Peshwa about seven months after the
death of the last Peshwa. His first thought,
after his accession to the Peshwaship, was to
carry the Mahratta flag beyond the Narmada.
It was indeed a mighty undertaking, when the
opposition to this gallant Peshwa’s plans is
taken into consideration. The Nizam was his
open as well as subterranean foe; the Pratinidhi
had girded up his loins to beset his path with
every conceivable obstacle; the Raja Shahoo
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was a prince who was not expected to have an
independent or a sound judgment; the resources
of the Mahratta State were such as to discourage
even a stout heart, inclined to Jlead an expedi-
tion beyond the confines of Maharashtra, But
Bajl Rao surmounted all these difficulties by
dint of his unequalled energy, his unfailing
genius, and his indomitable courage. He
exerted himself to the utmost in rousing the
dormant energy of the Mahratta people and
directing it to the extension of the Mahratta
power to the rich provioces of Hindustan,
where the decaying power of the Mogals afford-
ed an enviable opportunity for establishing the
Mahratta influence. It was, in fact, a glorious
opportuuity and it would have been a political
blunder to allowit to pass away. Bajl Rao’s rivals,
however, tried to do their best in throwing
obstacles in his path., Sripat Rao Pratinidhi
was the foremost amongst the domestic oppo-
nents of Bajl Rao and belng in a position to.
gain the Raja’s ear was often successful in
hiudering this Peshwa’s path,l But the

(1) 1t would be interesting to take a cursory
view of the controversy set on foot by the publica~
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Peshwa’s views at length were on the high road

tions of recent works. In the times in which Shahn
came, the Mahratta power had, more or less, become
relax by being subjected to various trials. There
was . 8 dearth of capable men and Shahu, unlike
Shivaji, was a person who possessed nothing of that
personal influence or power to guide the destinies of
a state during such trouble~gome times or to coment
the hearts of men opposed to one another, Theory
is one thing and  practice another. Those who
venture to blame Baji Rao or the Peshwas for
neglecting 8hivaji’s Rajmandal, must bear in mind
the undeniable fact that very few of the Shahu’s
-courtiers were characterised or qualified by capacity
or knowledge of the state of the political atmo»
gphere of those days, It is a hard fact to state that
none of Shau’s courtiers except Baji Rao had grasp-
ed the real situation. Had Baji Rao not availed
himeelf of the golden opportunity, the Mahratta
power would have been confined to the patch of terri-
tory which Bhahu possessed in Maharashtra, Take
away Baji Rao from the court of Shahn and then
there is no * Mahratta Empire”, for Shahu’s small
ptate could never be called an Empire, It rose to
the position of an Empire by Baji Lao’s exertions,
hig glorious victories in Hindustan, and the prestige
-of his ever victorious arina, Colonel Tweedie o, 1. 8,
formerly Resident in Gwalior, told me that the real
<worth of Baji Rao would be fully known when the
Peghwa’s entire Daftar is accessible to the historian.
I have given the letter from Colonel Tweedie, a
great admirer of Baji Rao, on another page in con-
mection with thie sabject,
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to success, as the Raja Shallu was prevalled
upon to see clearly through thelr ultimate
results and the sound reasons which prompted
them :

‘The Pratinidhi’s argument was that Shahu
should, after arranging the domestic affalrs,
ditect his attention towards the Carnatic and
other possessions of Shivaji and thereafter turn
the: Mahratta Banner towards Hindustan, Bajl
Roo held views, diametrically opposed to
them and their wisdom has been proved by
the undeniable logic of future events and the
valuable testimony of even forelgn writers
of Mahratta Histery. “The soundness cf Bajl
Rao’s excellent views has further been demon-
strated by the glorious success which attended
his invasions of Malwa In 1725, The laudable
energy and confidence which the Peshwa evines
e¢ in fitting out that expedition which was
fronght with extremely important political and

(1) Vide *“ Marathas and Moguls” by the present
avthor, pages. 69 to 71
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territorlal advantages and which opened, for the
first time, the way for the subjugation of the
whole of Hindustan deserve attention. It is
impossible to do full justice to this very signi-
ficant subject in this work but some mention of
it 1s necessary, In as much as Ranojee Rao, the
hero of this narrative, has taken a conspicuous
part under his august master the Peshwa in all
these invasions of Malwa.l

Before turning to describe the famous expedi«
tions of Baji Rao into Malwa and Khandesh,
we ought to take some notice of the memora-
ble speech which this Peshwa delivered on the
occasion of refuting the argumenis of the
Pratinidhi who had ventured to stiginatize Bajl
Rao’s plans to carry the ahratta flag beyond

(1) We wouid present to our readors the views of
Grant Dufl and other European Historical writers
on this important point:

(a) “ Buch were probably the real opinions
of Shripat Rao, but the wisdom of Eaji Rao was
of o much higher order. Baji Rao painted the
present condition of India, the weakness, indo-
lence and imbecility of the Moguls, the activity,
energy, and enterprise of the Mahrattas; he
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the Narbada as ‘‘rasb and imprudent,*’ That
the Pratinidhi was absolutely wrong in holding

these views, the out come of ambition and love
for power,! is now as clear as day light, and no

observed that if the greut Sbivaji had been of
the same opinion as the I'tatinidhi, he would
have thought it neccasary, before venturing
into the Carnatic, 1o rsduce Bijapur and
Golconda. As to-their domestic quarrels beyond
the Krishna, it would be time to ihink of them
hereafter. Grant Dufl.

(b) “ Baji Rao was the lirst to show the path
by which afterwards Mahadji rose to supre-
macy. ? Keene; Mr, Keeno quotes fully the
memorable speech of Baji iao and then makes
the above roinarks,  Elphinstone supporten this
by an aggregate estimate of Baji ao’s work in
extending tid Mahretty Empue, It would be
thus sgeent that Gravi Dadl, Flphinstone and
Koene saprort Buji fuo’s views by emphagizing

their wigdom and-Fintureyesults,

The ¢ Bakhars ” point out how Baji Rao wus
raore than a mateh for the Pratinidhi,

(1) In some guurters it is belicved that the cause
of difference between Baji Rao apd the Pratinidhi
wroge from the diffurence of their caste. I do not
peliove it. Love of powoer is so great that it hag
naused fends between father and pon, betwesn real
brothers, What do we find in the cage of Aurang-
zob and his father Shah Jahan. Both the rivals were
strong and tried to secure power,
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more arguments are now needed for exploding
them. ‘* Now Is our time *’ sald the gallant
Peshwa, ”’ to drive the Moghals from the land
of Bindus, and to acquire immortal renown,
By directing our efforts to Hindustan, the
Mahratta flag in your reign shall fly fiom the
Kishna to the Attock.?” The commanding
eloquence and earnestuess of Baji Rao overcame
the doubts of Shabu Raja,! who exclaimed with
enthusiasm, ‘' you shall plant it on the
Himalaya’’; ** you are indeed a noble son of

Did not Balaji Vishwanrth save Parsharam
Trimbuk frem danger ? It is impossible that the
Pratinidhi would be so ungrateful as to forget this
fact. I think Baji Rao and the Pratinidhi were above
caste prejudices,

(1) The artful schemes of Nizam-ul-mulk, which,
but for the penetration and vigour of Baji Rao,
would probably bave unlinked the connecting chain
by which Ballaji Vishwanath had joined the inter-
estp a8 well ag the inclimations, of most of the Hindu
chieftaing of the Deccan “ Grant Duff, The Nizam
espoused the canse of Sumnbhaji of Kolhapore at the
¢ost of Shahu Raja, who *looked to Baji Rao for
counsel and {for wvengeance;” for these Shabu
would have hattered his life, and for thege he now
virtually sold the supremacy of his Empire, ”
Shahn Raja wished to march in person sgainst his
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a worthy father.’ Regarding the internal
condition of the Mogul Empire the Peshwa
wade some very pertinent remarks., ** Let us
sirike ?’ saild Baji Rao, '* at the trunk of the
withering tree, the branches must fall of thems
selves, ' From this it would be clearly evident
that Baji Rao had thoroughly mastered the

rival but this was thovght to bs improper, “Full
powres were therefore uelegated to Baji Rao, and
the great influence which the Peshwa had acquired,
may be obgerved in the promptitude with which
many of the inoat unruly and factious of the
Villedar families willingly gathered round the
srandard of the nation,” ' After being foiled in his
actempts by the Peshwa Baji Rao, the Nizam wrote
t) the Raja Shahu as well as to the Pratinidhi, who
wag Baji Rao's epponcent. In thig letter the Nizam
tried again to foment custe hatred and to pose as the
friend of the Mahrattas, but to no purpose. Raja
Shabu paid no heed to these delusive demongtra.
tions of friendship. The Mahrattas under DBaji
Rao and the Nizam entered on a struggle at no
digtant date, and as the future eveuts would show,
the cunniyg attempts of Nizam-ul-mulk were nipp-
od in the bud by the foregight and vigour of Baji Rao,

Vide “India through the Ages” by Flora Annie
‘$iteals, who endorses onr opinion by taking a
yery reagonable view of Baji Rao’s noble and
patriotic plans.
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course of events in the Mogul coeurt and the
cause of weakness which was eating inte the
heart of the Mogul Empire. Hence arose his
confidence in, and his eagerness for, the
glorious Upper India expeditions, of which we
shall speak with details in the following pages.
The Nizam-ul-mulk was the chief rlval and
antagonist of the Mahrattas, He often used
his endeavours to foment dissensions amongst
the Mahratta princes and in this at times he
succeeded. Tle Nizam-ul-mulk was, however,
too shrewd and cunniug to openly act on the
offensive and it seems that his deep laid strata-
gems were not {ully known until Baji Rao came
upon the scene.  In Baji Rao the Nizam had
to face an antagonist who could not be deceived
by tricks or beguiled by diplomatic astuteness,
Till 1727 the Peshwa and the Nizam had not
come face to face, After this year the two
leading personages joined in a struggle, in
which the Nizam was worsted and obliged to
repeut of his mistake in interfering in the
family feuds of the Mahrattas, In this struggle

Ranojl Rao was with the Peshwa. The Nizam,
after suffering great hard-ships, was forced into,
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terms and conciliated his great rival Baji Rao
by a cesslon of territory and a payment of a
large sum of money as expenses of the war,
Ranojee Rao was with his master the Peshwa
during the important actlon at Delhi in
1736, Baji Rao advanced by making forced
marches to the Mogul capital and encamped
in the vicinity of the imperial city., The
object of this sudden appearance at the impe-
rial court was to make an impression on the
Emperor’s mind as well as to strike terror into

the hearts of the lords of that luxurious court.
Some negotiations between the Peshwa and the

Emperor were going on and Baji Rao had
temoved his camp to the Jheel Tank, when
Muzafar Khan, Mecr Hussein Khan, Raja Siva
Singh and others thought of attacking the
Mabhratta camp. The Mogul force was estima-
ted at 8000 men. An engagement followed, in
which the Mogul army was completely routed,
Raja Siva Sing being siain and Meer Hussain
Khan being motally wounded, Mulbar Rae
Holkar and Ranoojee Rao Sindhia displayed
great valour on the battle field, Six hundred
yaen of the Mogul army were killed in tne
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action, ‘I'wo thousand horses wete captured
by the Mahrattas together with the imperial
elephant, Thus Baji Rao, in his first expendi-
tion in Hindustan, humbled the prestige of the
Mogul Emperor and shook the very founda-
tions of Babar’s imperial thrown at Delhil.
Ranojee Rao Sindhia was present at the great
and decisive battle of Tal . Bhopal in 1738,
which brought additional faine and glory to the
irresistible spear of Baji Rao, who is belicved to
have displayed au almos! tmcommaon wvalour at
Bhopal. Ranoji Rap Sindhia, in company with
Sayajl Gujjar and Pillaji Jachav, led the Mahratta
troops into action, being under the djrect
command of the Feshwa. A cowmplete victory
was won by the Mahrattas who were repeated-
ly refreshed by the gallant Peshwa’s cheering
calls to storm the fort and take it. 1t is record-
ed in the most authentic works that the Peshwa,
Baji Rao exposed himself to the utmost danger

(1) The Bakhars give a very lively deseription of
this battle, which scrved to demonsirate to the
Moguls that the Mahrattas were a living power,able to
engulf thedecaying intlnence of the Mogul Emperor,
For details of this battle near Delhi, see the Dakhars,
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by riding a famous Arab charger in the front
of his army. The faithful Ranojee Rao Sindhia
was always by the side of his master and brave-
ly shared the danger with the great Peshwa.
The ccurage of the Meguls began to give way,
The repeated attacks of the Mahrattas made
havoc in the ranks of the Nizam’s army, From
no quirter there was any hope of succour
for the Moguls. The Nizam bhecame utterly
hopeless and impatient and at last threw himself
on the mercy of the Peshwa, expressing his
wiilingness to conclude any humiliating treaty
which Baji Rao might dictate. The Nizam’s
most presslng request was thut the Peshwa
should raise the seige dImmecdiately as the
Mogul army suffcied heavily from the Mahratta
assults and was unable to cope with the hard-
ship counsequent to the bleckade,  After being
thotougly convinced that the Nizam was com-
pletely humbled and was reully disposed to com-
ply with the Mahratta deiands, the Peshwa
issued orders to the differsnt commanders to
raise the seige.!

(1) The Nigam is alleged to have sent a paper
signed and sealed by him to Baji Rao, requesting
the Peshwa to write out the lerms of peace, which
the Niz-m was roady to agree with, Tre effect of
this victory was very important and established the
prestigs of Baji Rao in upper India,
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Throughout the milltary operations at Bhopal,
Ranojee Rao greatly distinguished himself and
wont the Peshwa’s full favour., Bajl Rao, who
was ever ready to appreciate courage whens
-ever and wherever it was found without any
distinction of caste, creed or colour, showed
fresh proofs of his great regard for Ranojee, who
had always a sincere affection and religlous
veneration for his master the Peshwa Baji Rdo,
who, himself a soldier, knew the worth of his
leutenants very well,

The Mahrattas obtained many important ads
vantages from their glorious victory at ‘Tal
Bhopal, In fact this victory served greatly to
firmly establish the Mahratta power In Malwa
and in other parts of upper India. It paved the
way for the future conquest of Hindustan,

while its immediate effect in consolidating the
Mahratta prestige can hardly be overlooked.
The Nizam quietly signed a most humiliating
treaty in 1738, by the terms of which the whole
of Malva together with the districts between the
Narbada and the Chambal were made over to
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Baji Rao.l The expenses of the Mahratta expedi-
tlon were also to be defrayed by disbursements
from the Nizam’s exchequer, As alluded to
above, the far-reaching consequences of this
victory were certainly significant and their im-
portance, viewed from the standpoints of terri~
torial gain and prestige, is worthy of mention,

There Is one more momentous point to be
remembered in connection with the Nizam's
position at this time, The Emperor of Delhl,
alarmed at the rise of the Mahratta power under
the leadership of Baji Rao, had spared no
palns In inducing Nizam-ul-mulk tc leave no
stone unturned in driving the Mahrattas from
the cedel provinces. ‘I'he Emperor, finding
that the Nizam was the only persen in the
Empire who could be entrusted with such a
gigautic olan, had flattered his inordinate
ambition in every way and had conferred the

(1) How Buji Rao utilized the services of Nandalal
Mandloi (Zemindar of Indore) during the Conquest
of Malwa would be known with interest from a
perusal of Lajwade’s sixth khanda 591-621, Baji Rao
algo brought the Rana of Burwal to subjugation
through this Mandloi,
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fullest powers upon him for securing success iz
this undertaking., Tfie reader will therefore be
able to understand that the whole might of the
Mogul empire was, tottering as it was, opposed
to the Mahrattas, The Nizam took the field with
bombastic preparations and provisions, aided as
e was by several of the Rajput princes who
still clung jto the declining Mogul sovereignty.
Baji Rao bad, therefore, to face not a vascillat-
ing and half-hearted opposition but the united
force of the Mogul allies gathered together by
the old, experienced and able Nizam-ul-mulk,
who was now prevailed upon by the Mogul
Emperor to pose as a champion of the Imperial
interests for destroyingthe Mahrattas by a grand
and united effort, It will be clear from this
discussion that the victory of Baji Rao at Tal
Bhopal in 1739 has a special importance
about it,

Ranojee Rao Sindhia was sent by Baji Rao to
co-operate with Chimnajee Appa, the youner
brother of the Peshwa, in the memorable seige
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of Bassin (Wusai)in 1739 1, Sindhia had an
opportunity to take partiun this the most vigor-
ous military operation against a Kuropean
power, Eaji Rao had strictly enjolned Chimnajee
Appa, who was attended by Ranojee Sindhia .
and Mulhar Rao Holkar, to carry on the war
apaiust the Portugunese with vigour and to secure
the Konkan districts, The contending powers—
the Mahrattas and the Portuguese-did thelr

best in playing their respective parts, Ranojee
Rao Sindhia took Kuttalwadl and Dhanu fro m:
the Portuguese in January. Soorgan, Kelwa,
and Tarapur fell into the hands of the
Mahrattas at no distant date, The Portuguese
defe.ded Tarapur bravely but at last were eve 1~
powered by the Mahrattas. In this way the
war against the Portuguese was energetically
carried on by Appa Saheb with the aid of
Ranojee Sindhia and other officers in Konkan,

(1) For details of the Mahratta operations at Bassein
in 1739, oo * Life of Chimnaji Apps” by Gopal Govind.
Khare, whogives a good description of the character of
the leader of the operation at Basgein. Chimnaji treated
the wife of the Portuguese Comimander with greas
respect,
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while Vyankat Rao Ghorpare was acting vige=
rously round Gowa.

While Ranojee Rao was thus usefully engaged,
an event of great significance had occurred in
the Mogul capital. Delhi was taken and plun-
dered by Nadir Shah. About eight thousand
{8000) or more of the unfortunate citizens of
Delhi were put to the sword. The Emperor
was dragged into imprisonment and Nadir Shah
reigned supreme in the imperial city. These
tidings roused the mnoblest feellngs of the
patriotic Peshwa, who now gave his own atten-
tion to the defence of Hindustan against such
a cruel invader. Baji Rae wrote to Appa to
come at once to the North with Ranojee
Sindhia and other experienced commanders.
Appa Saheb, bowever, was loth to leave the
successful operations in Konkan without ob-
taining the full reward of his exertions, He
get his eye on Bassein in a resolute way. Appa
made up his mind to take it even at the cost of
his life. The besiegers and the besieged fought
avith remarkable valour and held their posts
with uncommon tenacity. Victory, at last,
graced the Mahratta arms, and Appa’s Vow
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was fulfilled!. This famous victory over a
European Power greatly raised the reputation
of the Mahrattas and served to elevate Appa
Saheb in the estimation of his countrymen,

After the victory of Bassein, Appa Saheb
ordered Ranojee Rao Sindhia and Mulhar Rao
Holka: to proceed at once to the North to joln
the Peshwa, who was encamped near Nasira-
bad, The pattiotic and noble views of Bajl
Rao regarding the defence of Hindustan, as
set forth In his letters, are admirable and show
the general tendemcy of his large mind and
supericr nature. Grant Duff says that the
Peshwa was not ‘‘dismayed when he heard that
a hundred thousand « Persiaus were advancing
towards the South, '’ Mr. Martin adds In his
¢ British India '’ that ‘! the departure of the

(1) Chimnajee Appa had told his officers that Bassein
muast be taken at all hazards and that in case that
attempt neemed diflleult of attainment or impossible, his
head might be blown from the mouth of a large cannon
8o that it might at last fall within the fort of Bassein.
‘We mention this popular anecdote in order to show how
unflinching was the resolve of Chimnaji Appa in taking
Bassein, 8 . G. Khare's life of Chimnajee Appa.
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Persians was hastened by fear of the Mahrattas;
then ably ruled by Baji Rao, the second
Peshwa. '’ The gallant Peshwa’s thoughts
can be best gathered by his fearless attitude as
shown in the extracts from his letters! referred
to in the preceeding pages. Nadirshah had
written a letter to Baji Rao before leaving
Delhi. In this letter  the ruthless Shah’s
reference to Baji Rao’s large army was worthy
of being noted, while his threat about punish-
ing those, who disobeyed the Emperor
Mahomed Shah, proved as vain as it deserved
to be. Nadir left Delhi on the 5th of May 1739
and never returned to India to see Mahomed
Shah or his successors as the pensioners of
‘the Mahrattas,

The long list of services, rendered faithfully
and zealously by Ranojee Rao Sindhia to his
august master Bajl Rao who was always ready

(1) Baji Rao’s cousin ( his mother’s brother's son )
Bahurao Malhar Burway was the Peshwa's Vakeel at
Delhi and his letters are so full of detailed information
88 to repay perusal and throw abundant light on this
subject. They point out how Bajee Rao guided the course

-of events by his praiseworthy vigilance and prudence.
They show that Baji Rao was a watchful statesman,
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to confer due rewards on his devoted and loyal
servauts, brought forth a noble appreciation
and recognition at the hands of the gallant
Peshwa., Ranojee Rao's meritorius services
and his proverbial devotlon to his master had
long ago been observed by Baji Rao., It was
therelore fully expected that the Peshwa
would confer a Jahgir* on Ranojee Sindhia.
Like Alexander the great Baji Rao always
bore a paternal affection for his soldiers and
officeis and was at all times most anxious te
appreciate merit as soon as it was brought to
his notice. As, moreover, Bajl Rao kept up,
like the great Macedonian monarch, no state

(1) The Jahgir system has formed the subject of
much controversy and it 18 alleged that this system led
to the future dismemberment of the Mabratta Raja.
Mr. Rajwade, whose admirable exertions in the cause of
Mahratta history deserve to be spoken in the highest
terms, finds fault with the Jahgir system., With all
respect to this worthy and learned gentlemen, I beg to
gay that on & comprehensive and dispassionate view of
the case, it would be found that some cogent argnments
aro in favour of the system, which it would be impossi-
ble to rummarily arraign, It is its mis~use thatdeserves
$0 be ccndemned.
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when on an expedition and freely and frequent-
ly mixed even with the humblest of his Siledars,
he found many oppertunities of seeing for
himself which of his lieutenants were gifted
with that amount of energy and ability, which,
when fully developed and brought into play,
goes undoubtedly to elevate thelr possessors to
the summit of glory and greatuess. In fact Baji

Rao was always in teuch with the pulse of the
Mahratta soldiery and it is owing to this note-

worthy circumstance that several states like
Dhar, Gwallor, Indore, Dewas and others came
into existance during the sucessful regime of
this herolc Peshwa, In this way the Soldier
Ranojee Rao Sindhia, one of the most faithful
and devoted of the Peshwa'’s servants, laid
the foundation of a mighty state in Hindustan
under the auspices of Baji Rao,

While the Mahratta affairs were in this way
making a satisfactory progress, the Mahratta
nation had the misfortune to face, in the near
future, a grave catastrophe, which was as un-
expected as it was severe,;Bajl Rao, the joy and
hope of Maharastra and the patron and Master
of Sindhia, Holkar and the Pawars, had a
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serlous attack of high fever on the holy banks
of the Narbada. ‘Ihe Peshwa was advised to
desist from bathing in the Narbada, while he
was indisposed but the advice fell upon deaf ears!.
To the last day of his life he continued to bathe
in the hely water of the Narbada. His iton
constituticn, at last, succumbed te the attack
of fever, though his undaunted sgitlt never
gave way till the last moment of his life, When
he found that this was to be his last illness, he
snmmoned his faithful  adherents, Ranojee
Sindhia, Mulharjee Holkar and others, to his
bed-side and advised them to carry on his
schemes till their fruition and to release the

(1) The Peshwa resembled in. many ways the great
Macedonian monarch Alexander. In one respect, how-
ever, ho was even guperior to him, Alexander the great
grew proud and even insolent when at the zenith of his
power snd was disliked by several of his oflicers for his
palpably over-bearing demeanour. But to the last
moment of hig life the great Baji Kao was, thanks to his
spiritusl teacher the saint of Dhawarshi, free from this
reproach and was exceedingly beloved by all his officers.
Pride, display of power, or vanity never approached
him till the lagt moment of his life and even when he-
waa at vhe summit of his greatness,

22942
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Hindus from ‘‘the Tyranny of the Moguls.”
He also gave valuable advice as to the way in
which the Mahratta affairs should be controlled
and conducted, He exerted his officers not to
‘mourn his death, and mnever to allow this
clrcumstance to slacken the onward march of
the Mahratta Power. In the morning of the
28th of April 1740 the ever victorious Bajl Rao
peacefully explred at Kakde in the Rawer
district on the Narbada, his mental faculties
remaining unimpalred to the fast.l

It would be difficult to do full justice to
the life work of this heroic Peshwa in this
work. The subject is so important that a
separate work alone would suffice for such a
purpose. Next to Shivajee, Bajee Rao is the
only personage in the Mahratta history, whose
career and views deserve to be most carefully

(1) There is a “ Chatree’ of Baji Rao on the Narbada.
The Holkar State pays an annual sum of Rs, 120 for its
upkeep. An interesting account of this * Chatree ” is
written by Mr. Karandikar, Vakil and public Prosecutor
of Mandleshwar in Indore State, The Mahrajah Holkar
has taken due care that the revered memory of the great
Peshwa may be properly honoured.
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studied, Caste hatred, the bane of the Hindu
community, has gone a great way in detracting
much from the hearty meed of applause which
is justly due from every Hindu to this gallant
Peshwa, who had a head to contrive and a hand
to exccute gigantic plans; who, in spite of do-
mestic opposition from jealous and short-sight-
ed men, prevailed upon the Raja Shahu te sanc-
tion the bold schemes which he successfully
carrled through; who timely availed himself of
the golden opportunity by extending the
Mahratta power and prestige in India and left
an undying and glorious impression on the
Indian history by his undaunted career of
success; who showed by his work and his
influence that ‘“the Mahsatta Empire *’ was
a reality and not a mispomer and that the
Maliratia spear was capable of the highest
achieveinents.!

(1) Bsji Rao had, like Shivajee, a spiritual teacher of
great reputation in the person of Brahmendra Swami of
Dhawadski, This revered Swami swayed the politics of
Baji Rao just ag Shree Ramdas did those of Shivajee,
Both the &wamies have entitled themselves to the great-
et respect of Mabarashtra, There are several original
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During his short regime, he enlarged the
boundaries of the Mahratta kingdom to an
enormous extent and from Delli to the Tung
Bhadra his victorious spear was formed and
respected, The whole of his time was taken
up in the furtherance of his mighty schemes
and in this work he was unaided and alone,
The other counsellors in the Raja’s court were
either apathetic or jealous of Baji Rao and
bence much harm was done to the onward
march of the Mahratta power. The views of

Yetters in Baji Rao’s hand~writing in the possession of
the Swami of Dhawadshi and from these letters Baji
Rao’s patriotic feclings, bis love for his religion and
country men, his truly Shivajee-like hatred of the
Mogul tyranny may be known with a great amount of
certainty and interest. llow Baji Rao was troubled hy
his creditora at this {ime becomes apparent from a
perusal of the letters. These letters indicate the bent
of Baji Bao’s supremely energetic policy and his
unequalled patriotism.

Baji Rao's life~work is best summed up in the
follwing short but most significent sentence: amﬂa
#IE} HY €A SNAH INAE Fol weq ae el
ﬁqﬂ@q qugge Qs qu 94 Vide Ra]wades Khand

7
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this Peshwa are discussed sometlmes with
great force by the Peshwa himself in his letters
to the venerable saint Shree Brahmendra Swami
of Dhawadshi, who was to Bajl Rao what Shree
Ramdas Swami was to Shivajee, In short the
whole life of this Peshwa was spent in the field
and ia the service of the Mahratta cause which
he upheld and carried to success in the face of
open and subterranean foes.Baji Rao wasa Hindu
of the Hindus and like Shivaji, an enthusiastic
deliverer of the Hindus from the Mogul *Zulum.’,

Bajl Rao was succeded in the Peshwaship by
his sen Balajee BajiRao, who received theclothes
of investiture from Raja Shahu in the month of
August 1740, Thedelay In Balajee's recogni-
tion as Peshwa is explained by the attempts

that were made by the party opposed to the
Peshwa. Raghujee Bhosile was the leader in

this affalr. But through Chimnajee Appa's
influence and help, Balajee was at last successe
ful in assuming the office for which he was quite
fit, This Peshwa was mote a statesman than a
soldier and his regime was greatly successful in
establishing the complete supremacy of the
Peshiwa, while his conclliatory and prudent
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nature obvlated the rise of internal feuds for a
long time to come!,Raghuji Bhosale and others,
who were secret opponents of the Peshwa, were
wou ovetr by Balajee by his tachful conduct and
were satisfied with his plans and arrangements
for the furtherance of the Mahratta Power.

Ranojee Rao continued to serve his master
as faithfully as he bad done before, He served
the first three Peshwas and had the good luck
to live to old age honoted by suceess and
favoured by fortune?. In the imperial transace

) see “Vividha~Dnyan~Vistar” for February 1917,
in which Mr. Govind Sakharam Surdessi discusses
Baji Rao’s career, It is a happy sign of the times that
Mr. Surdesai has spoken so appreciatively of the Peshwa
Bsji Rao L. Idiffexr from him, ofcourse, with regard to
certain traits in Baji Rao's character aud I think Baji
Rao's glorious Victories and his phenemenal success in
conquering large provinces fully show that Baji Rao
was a soldier as well a8 a statesman. As a statesman he
haffled the Pratinidhi's views.

(2) In a letter, dated the 3rd September 1819,
Captain Stewart, the acting British political Resident at
Sindhia’s Court, writes as follows:— “Ranojee is stated,
after be was promoted, to have carried with him care-
fully packed in a box a pair of the Peshwa's old slippers
which he never ceased to regard with almost veligious
veneration as the source of his rige”—

General Maleolm's Memoirs,
Central India P, 96 Vol, I
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*That Ranojee was Commander of a Paga
was admitted by our family tradition, but that
he was ever reduced to such abject poverty as
to resort to the occuption of slipper—bearer
was quite false, baseless and absured. To be &
commander of the body-guard and a slipper-
bearer at one and the same time was quite
incomprzhensible to Mahratta intellect.’’

Several causes haye been assigned to explain
the very rapid rise of Ranojl Rao Sindhia to
power. Some say that Ranoji Rao owed his
greatness to the influence of Malhar Rao
Holkar, This is certainly difficult to understand
and seems to have no stamp of truth onlits
face. What the veteran General SirJohn Malcolmn
says with regard to the cause of Ranoji
Rao’s sndden rise to power may deserve some
belief, because the General was closely con-
nected with the Maratha affairs and was, more+
over, like the good Mr. Elphistone thoroughly
acqualated with the course of Maratha History.
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He had more-over no reason to misrepresent
facts regarding great men and great events t;f
Maharashtra, According to the General then
the cause of Ranojee Rao’s sudden rise was
the occurance of a peculier incident on the
accasion of the Peshwa Baji Rao’s visit to the
Maharaja Shahu Chhatrapati of Satara,?

1t is stated that Baji Rao had many important
political questions to discuss with Shahu
Chhatrapati with the view of securing his
sanction to them and was, consequently,
detained in the palace till a very late hour in the
night, Ranojee as the Peshwa's page had to
wait outside the audience hall with his master’s
slippers. Overcome with sleep at that late
hour of the night the proverbially faithful
Ranojee Rao lay down fast asleep on the ground
with the Peshwa’s slippers held close to his
bosom, Coming out of the hall after the dis-
cusslon of state affairs with the Chatrapatl,

(1) Vide General Maicolm’s Memoirs of Central India.
Vol. 1,, P. 116, The anecdotes are given in the Appendix

in full.
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Baji Rao saw Ranojee Sindnia in the same
condition as is described above. The Peshwa
was rejolced beyond measure by such a touch-,
ing sight, and in the excess of his joy was
heard to exclaim: *‘If this Ranojee Sindhia takes
so much care of my slippers, surely much
mote care he will take of my kingdom, " The
next day Baji Rao raised Ranojee Rao Sindhia
to an important office in the Hujur Paga and
from that day Sindhia rose to greatness by
rapld strides,

In the Holkar’s Kaifiat the cause of Ranojee’s
rise to power Is attributed to the intercesslon
of Mulhar Rao Holkar. But this account, as
is already observed, does not appear to be true
and Is ut the same time not corroborated by any
weighty authoritv.! Moreover we never find

(1) Vide Mr. Atre’s “Life of Malhar Rao Holkar™, p.
Mr. Atre haa taken a very discreet view of |the
matter. It would be enough to say that Malhar

Rao Holkar had no direct concern with Ranoji Rao's
rige %0 power,
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Ranojee Rao acting at any time in subordinate
position under Mulhar Rao; nay, it is frequently
mentioned that Muthar Rao and Ranojee Rao
held positions of equal importance, independent
of each other, under the Peshwa, The anece
dote, which is already given on the authority
of General Sir John Malcolm is more worthy
of credence and Is at the same time more calru~
lated to have induced the far-sighted Peshwa
to promote Ranojee Rao whose sterling worth
and uncommon fidelity, combined with great
bravery, had fully justifid the selection made
by Bajl Rao, almost all of whose trusted
servants became, it is worth noticing, either

founders of great: states or Important
personages in the Mahratta empire. The fact

that the Sindhias used to consider the Holkars
as their brothers is another strong ground to

doubt the veracity of the statement fhat Mulhar
Rao had any hand in the rise of Ranojee Rao,

for in that case the Slndhias would not have
taken so much liberty with their patren.
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It may safely be sald that Malhar Rao Holkar
seems to have no serlous hand in this matter
at all,

The times in which Ranojee Rao lived were
happy Indeed, in-as-much-as genuineloyalty and
falthful service ever met with their due reward
from such a master as the great Baji Rao who
wss ever ready to appreclate the unshakem
devotion of his servants without any re gard to
creed, caste, or colour.It was during the service

and under the patronage of this Peshwa that
Ranojee Rao Sindhla, Mulhar Rao Holkar, the

Powars, and many others rose to greatness and
became founders of important states in
Central India,

Sir John Malcolm and Prince Bulvantras
Bhaiya Scindia are dlametrically opposed as
regards the position of Ranojee Rao as slipper~
bearerof the Peshwa,At this date more evidence
on this point is not likely to be orth-coming.
Prince Bulvant Rao Scindia’s argument is
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placed before the public along with the official
letter from Captain Stewart, British Resident at
Sindia’s Court, In our opinlon this difference of
oplnlon is capable of solution by the frame of
mind of the devoutHindus of the 18th Century,
There is a world-wide difference between the
present Hindu and the Hindu of Rauojl Rao’s
time, The old Hindu always considered his
master as a fatherl,

(1) In this connection I may appropriately relate the
story about Rao Sohib Apte, the epirited son of the
ealobrated Baba Apte. Rao Sahib Apte waa a brave
snd trusted officer of Maharajah Jayaji Rao Sindhis,
@. 0.8, 1, G. 0. B, 0. I. B, but he had .a very uncontral-
Iable temper. He could not get on with anyone except
Maharajah Jayaji Rao, who had a warm regard for
Bao Sahib Apte, a soldier but no Courtier. This
Buo Sahib was not afraid of bebaving indifferently to
Rao Rajah Bir Dinkar Rao and the Resident s
Gwalior, One day when Maharajah Jayajee Rao called
his page, none waa present except Rao Sahib Apte who
was on guard near the Royal Bed Chamber. Rso Sahib
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That Ranoji Rao sindhla was an exceedingly
devout and falthful Mahratta Is beyond the
pale of doubt. When Bajirao came out after his
audience with the Rajah Shahu, it is probable
that this faithful Ranoji Rao, even though
employed in the Peshwa’s body guard , might

Apte at onee understood the Muhamjd.h’s mind and was
on the point of bringing the Maharaja’s slippers, when
His Highness peremptorily prevented him from doing
0. With a laudable prasonce of mind Rao Sahib Apte
recited the following Sloka: —

STRQIAT SATAT FRIRIAT AU F |

wRArEr 9 99 fwe san

“ The giver of food { master ); the deliverer from s

calamity, the father-in=law, the real father, and the
preceptor ( Guru )—thesa five are callod fathers.” If is
well-kpown throughout (Gwalior that Rao Sahib Apte
was uot « flatterer and Courtier but 2 soldier cap-a~pie
and gone would doubt that he said this to please the
Mabarajah, for there was no need to do so. The old
Hindus carried grateful feelings to the end of their
lives, Hindus of the times of Ranoji Rao Sindhia were
somowhst different from Hindus of today.
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have placed the slippers before his master, whe
had undoubted ground to be pleased with the
faithful Ranoji Rao and who advanced Sindbia
since that day to higher posts with rapidity.

Under these circamstances, it is probable
that the devout and faithful Ranoji Rao Sindhia
might, even if he be a soldier and not a page,
have begun to regard his master’s ‘‘slippers’’
with reverence and gratitude and that thereis
no necessity to indulge in a historical halr
splitting with regatd to this point in the
absence of further evidence. Viewed from any
stand-point the career of Ranojl Rao Sindhia
deserves the approbation in every way of
Maharastra especially and generally of India,
for it is certainly no mean phenomenon toseean
otrdinary soldler rise to the proud dignity of a
prominent Sirdar of the mighty Mahratta Em-
pire under the auspices of the great Baji Rao.

Ranojee Rao Sindhia’s death caused appare
ently no great commotion, But it deprived
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Maharashtra at a critical time of an experlenced
commander, trained under the great Bajl Rae
and fully acquainted with the military tactics
that ensure success in the field of battle, Had
he lived a few years more, the troubles with
the Rajputs would have been either nipped in
the bud or would have been gloriously settled in
a satisfactory manner, He had three sons
from Minabal who was lawfally married to him
viz, Jayappa, Dattaji, and Jyotiba. From his
informal marrdage with Chimabal, he had two
sons, Mahadji and Tukoji.}

Ranoji Rao was brave and of an intrepid
nature, He possessed an exceedingly religlous

(1) Saranjame’s History of the Sindhia family, page 12,
Raoji Pendse, who was intimately connected with the
Peshwa’s Daftar and whose knowledge of the Mahratse
affaire was duly apprecisted by all his contemporaries,
mentions that Chimabai was Rajput by caste and that
she wes informelly married to Ranoji Rao Sindhis,
Mr. B. B. Bhalerao told me that she was a Mahratta
womana,
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bent of mind. He was high-minded and gene-
tous and frank and free in bis behaviour. His
intimate friendship with Malbar Rao Holkar
arose from their belng thrown together in the
field and from acongeniality of their disposition,
It s certainly;.difficult- to belleve that Ranoji
Rao courted Malhar Rao Holkar’s frlendship
through greed or financial pressure, as mens
tloned by General Malcolm? in his Memoirs of
Ceatral India,

Ranoji Rao attended to the administration of

(1) Vide Atre’s * Life of Malhar Rao Holkar ” and
Saranjame’s “ History of the Sindbia Family ” in this
oonnection. In the preceding pages I have given some
reasons for disbelieving the allegation that Ranoji Rao
owed his rise to Malbar Rao Holkar, Both of them
were Sirdars of the Peshwa and quite independent of
each other and under the circumstances there appeare
no vahd reason for a belief that the friendship between
Ranoji Rao Sindhia and Malhar Rao Holkar had its
ovigin in greed. I beliove their friendship to be quite
dimntereated.
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his Saranjami Jagheer territory, ylelding an
income of about sixty lakhs, of which annually
he had to send some amount to the Peshwa's
Durbar after defraying the expense of civil and
military administration, Baji Rao I had ap-
pointed Ramchandra Baba Shenwl,! who was
originally a Kulkarni of humble position, as
Dewar to Ranoji Rao Sindhia and this selection
reflected great credit on the Peshwa, as theres
by the civil administration was entrusted to
proper hands.

(1) Ramchandra Baba Shenwi deserves some detailed
notice, as he has cut an important {figure in the transac-
tion of the State affairs. He was cxceedingly sttached
to Badushiva Chimnaji, the nephow of Baji Rao I and
gave one third of his estate to Sadashiva Rao, ordinarily
known as the “ Bhow ” of Panipat fame. The “ Bhow "
greatly appreciated this affectionate gift from Ram.
chandra Baba, though the “ Bhow * waa cettainly not in
want of it. The * Baba " was to the “ Bhow ” what
Sakharam Bapu was to Raghoba Dada, the Victor of the
Punjab.
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The Peshwa Balajl Bajl Rao recognised
Jayappa allas Jayaji Sindhla, the eldest legi-
timate son of Ranojl Rao Sindhia, as successor
to the Saranjama.l

(1) Little did Ranoji Rao dream that his valiant sons
would have to sacrifice their livea for the Mahratta cause
and that the great Mabadji Shindhia, the offspring from
an informal connection with a Bajput. lady, would have
to wreak vengesuce on the Moguls and the Robillas,
while carrying out the orders of the illustrious Peshwa
Madbav Rao I, who bad seriously resolved to retrieve
the Mahratta power & prestige after the Panipat disaster
of 1761. Vide “The Mahrattas and the Moguls” in this
connection, Page 74-75, See algo the “ Life of Mahadji
Sindhia ” by the Hon’ble Mr. Natu, B. A., LL. B,
Mr, H. G. Keene's views, as obserbed elsewhore, ara
often times at variance with those of the Mahratta
writers, * TR<E A0 Tt wEEAt 7 Bregd qn 9
s Figer s o, e Srsfaat e Raro der.”
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() In 1724 A. D., Ranojee Rao greatly
distinguished himself in the important battle
near Burhanpore, in which Bajl Rao inflicted a
severe defeat on Nizam~ul-mulk. A party of
the Marathas was ou the point of being over-
whelmed by the Moguls, when Ranojee Rao
instantly led a terrible charge against the
Moguls and dispersed them.

() In the ** Life »* of Bakshi Jiwaba Dada,
the author makes the following reference to
Ranojee Rao Sindhia and his rise! to power:—

© qudEy 918 GRS § AHUTART Qi we
sl or gl §18. @i ikt goEea e feme
AR WA Al NI AT G TR HE-

(1) Vide General Sir John Malcolm’s Memoirs of
Central India Vol. L, Page 96 (Calcutta Edition of 1890).
Malcohu’a ancdote is more worthy of credenco than the
sbove=entioned story, It is, however quite probable
that the gond Ramchandra Baba might have recom-
mended Ranoji Rao to the Peshwa, :
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R, gt v Rt arfiawiy 7 v na sowTargin
weRand U it 3y i oA iz smer. s
A AT QHER TN N T aF quin] afisain R
et g% [Aeer iR, @Il grTTAT TeTREge
W FTHZeqr Wiga; o8 @it TS, w1 o ive wrft arol-
TEEIRAIE e s, ¢ 9eT g fin ong. ae
witE w35 anlfige dig fede.

This account js at variance with the anecdote
mentioned by General Sir John Malcolm and
Captain Grant Duff, the historian of the
Marathas. We need not enter into an exhaus-
tive discussion as to how far Ramchaundra
Baba is concerned in the tise of Ranojee Rao
Sindhia. It would be enough to point out that
all accounts are, more or less, unanimous in
the beiief that Ranojee Rao’s uncommon attache
ment and devotion to! bis master, the Peshwa
Baji Rao, led to his rise and that the immediate
cause that arrested Baji Rao’s attention was the
shoe incident, a touching sight, which greatly
influenced the sympathetic heart of Baji Rao.!

(1) That Ranoji Rao was, formally or informally, a page
to Baji Ruo was known to Mahadji Sindhia, as the follow-
ing incident would point out. Nana Fadnavees arrang-




APPENDIX, 49

We have already referred to Bajl Rao’s being
above the prejudices of caste and colour and
our readers would be delighted to see that the
great Peshwa is rightly praised for this noble
trait in his heroic character. On this point,! the

ed that a procession should start from Shanwar Wada
and that i this procession all Sirdars, Officers, ete.
would walk on Ioot hehind theelepliant of the Peshwa
3awai Madhav Rao, Nans Fadnavis thought that
‘Mabad)i Sir.dhia would be in a fix, as he could not walk a
great distance. With a laudable presence of mind, which
Nona wmust have admired, Mahadji Sindhia took up
the Peshwa’s slippers as soon as the Peshwa occupied
the Ambarion the elephant ‘aud followed his master,
occapying the seat in Khawasi behind the Peshwa in
the Ambari, The seat’ in tho Khawasi is, indeed,
honourable. Mahadji Sindhia thus won the day,

(1) See in this connection the short * Life ” of Ram-
chaudra 3aba in “ Saraswat Hatna Mala”. It is remark-
able that during Baji Rao’s regime he never tried to
advance she interests of his caste fellows at the ocost of
others ac.d hence it is that Baji Rao, like Shivaji, is
considersd as a national hero. Shivaji and Baji Rao
wera the deliverers of the Ilindu raco from the tyranny
of the Moguls and ic is but right that they should have
nothing of the petty sectarian spirit which is found in
sore st ceessful men of lower calibre,
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author of the ** Life » of Jilwaba Dada Bakshi
says as follows:—

“ qefttaERd W @ ohyw way, NetEg
A=Aty et oA TOW g g o s
AR wud usaim g sl gl S, s o
gowa aifi. ¥ Ui [gd qE, Aoyl Al anme
fha |t Ao TRdE avaw TR Tewmes
# fewudt afiv ewn qool el wae s
suifor T AOEt wegide stegeaon e,

Ranojee Rao’s shate in  the conquered terri-
tories between the Chambal and the Narmada
was as described below:—

“ TS AAT A IO, AN TIIRAT SR A
afzor Fear. (¥ (5Y, A faw Wit adtar wwd. aig
yrzdftar aqdiie Jotaarit—  shda e (@), AR =,
HZHFT W, T GAL L0 FIPAS WIER TqRA QI2I FiZT
fRern” 1

(1) The civil adwinistration was, it will be seen, in
Ramchandra Baba's hands and in a8 sound a condition
as wae poseible at the time und under the cirecum-

stances.
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(¢) 'The following extract is quite to the
point in this connection: ¢ The bumble em.
ployment of Ranojl Rao was to carry the
Peshwa’s slippers; but being near the person
of tha chief minister of an empire {in any capa-
city, is deemed an honour in India, The
frequent instances of rapid rise from the lowest
to the highest rank led men of respectability to
seek such stations; and it is probable that ambi.
tion, not indigence, influenced the principal
officer of a village to become, in the first
instance, the tnenial servant of Ballajee Vishwa-

nath’—Page 95.
Meanoir of Central Intia & Malwa Vol I, by Maleolm.
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e Y G g W I,
Public & Press Opinion about the *Bhagwat Gita.”

“ The buok under review 14 really a valuable aid to
the appresiation of the beanties of the song celestial,
The Fook has heen ably written and deserves a wide
sale. "

— Vinto Macazing Marou 1917 Himavava,

“ Mr, Firway's exposition on the whola breathes a
spirit of religious zeal and ardent patriotism and will
po doubt, junfuse a spirit ol revarent ewquiry in the mind
of Y ung India whom he speeindly addresses and who
are appr sed of the danger of their loving sight of their
priceless heritage I their admiration tor  modern
acience nnd modern phbilosophy. ”

—New Ixpia, Mapras,
“Thie is a valuable publication. It awakens deep

interest in the mind of the reader. The author’'s ample
referen:es to the various modern critical studies of the
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Gita and his earnest appeal for a harmonisation
of different religions on the basis of its synthetic
teachinge form, no doubt, very instructive features
of his book. ”

—Pranvpua Boarar Mavavares Himaravas,

“ Mr, Burway presents a non=sectarian and harmonia
ing character of the Gita in a very devout and spprecia-
tive spirit, He thinks that its nonwsectarian character
should be used as a foundation to build up a new and
undivided Hinduismw. The Volume eminently deserves
to be in the bands of every religions man.”

— Usirkp Ixpia & Nanve States, Mabras.

* A eritical edition by an Indian scholar is welcoms.
The work is written in an easy style and tha getup is
good.”

—Tne Hinou Mapgas.

“'The author maintains that the Gita is an exposition
of the Adwaita philosopby as taught in the Upanishadas
and by Shankaracharya, At the samwe time itis as full
of practical wisdom as of speculative law. The auther
strongly criticises the views of TPandit Tatwabhu-
shana on the teachings of the (ita and the histori-
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city of Shri Krishna, and exhorts his readers not to be
influencod by shallow criticisms of foreign critics and
their Indian followers. The auther rightly deplores
caste dissensions and points out that they are inconsis-
tent with the lofty principals of the Gita. The Intro-
duction will repay pernsal by all interested in Hindu
religion and philosophy. The text is in bold Deonagari
Type and the translation is simple-and readabls,”

= INDIAN REVIEW, MADRAS,

Tu an appreciative and long review of the * Glimp-
ses of tho Bagwat (ita  and the Vedant philosophy”, by
Mr: M, WV, Burway, the Saraswati an ably conducted
Magazina of Allahabad says as follows:—

TaY AR A8 F1 BAEH ARRAH TAT TIAE A A
g QUETATR RER HEE, q80 33 9T § 3 R
SRy oTV 28 GREH G 41 € 9% @9 &graeny
o Jufd ARAARET T WfE § T 97 g ad
F H T AR WA SEAT . T AEREE FAA
A WM ST 8, AW A A L. AR AN & AL -
dm & A% AR & Ak A% AM AamEe 3 A1 9N fig-
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BN HTTIE] SR, AH T (Ao ga aael T g, Fhed
3 oD G WEW A §, 39 gEred i aw,
FCH GHYT, P (ARl W IfE Aol frdwer
A (99 ¥, U ST I gETH 918 Ay g

—SARASWATI JANUARY 1917 ArLLAHABAD.

The leading Marathee Magazine Vividha Dnyan
Vistar says:—

“ . T 9 geEE wE Ao He [afees ee, 99w
gosli JH & e ST AT e,

In addition to these opinions from the leading papers
and Magazines the “ Bhagwat Gita’ by Mr. M, W,
Burway enjoys the good opinious of eminant echolars
like Mr. B. G. Tillak, the Honourable Dr.Tej Pabadur
Fapru at. A, L. 0. Member Viceregal Council and many
others, The venerable and learned Pandit Kauhera
Shastree made a very favourabls reference to Burway's
* Bhagwat Gita ” on the 28th April 1917 hefore a very
large audience in the Shree Datta Temple Indore City,
-thereby refuting the groundless remarks of Mr, V. G
Apte regarding the interpretation of the GGth sloke of
the 18th Chapter of the Bhagawat Gita,
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** An interesting study of the Divine song with Sans-
krit text giving evidence of great scholarship and
research.”

— Tast & Wagr 7 ay 1917, Simea.

“ Mr. M. W. Burway, the Small Janss Court Judge
st Indore is, to say tho least, an inegstiable reader und a
voluminous writer. No subject, but it is at Mr, Burway's
fingers end!s, But Philosoply is’ bis pet subject. Hia
very estenmive Introduction to his Gitn brushes aside all
irreverent thinkers and Philosophers and places before
our mental eye in full lustre the melodious song. Mr.
Vinrway 1o . thinker who would shut up disagreement
in the regicn of thought. Mr. Burway i a loyal patriot
who would wield all the different nationalities 1o India
int, an orgsnised whole, seattering  quarrols, small and
sreat, 1 the winds and rallying all under the banner of
the Krishoa Gits. His view 'is very nice. It is smooth
delightinl reading to all that have faith and feeling,
The bock delighted us in a way.

Mr. Burwiy's is a labour of love., It has given peace of

rind to him It Las given peace of mimil to us, May the
gwme blessin;; be showered upon all. ”

.—Tnpu Prakase, Bousay Armir 2518 1917,
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 Mr, Burway is a reverent student of the philosophy
of Bhagawat Gita and has brought to bear on ita exposi-
tion a scholarship of no mean order. His book is lucid
and instructive. We trust there would soon be a gecond
adition of this very useful work,”

—Hvpustan Review, Jowe 1917, ALLagasap,



“ 'The Mahrattas and the Moghals, "

s —

The opinions of the Press.

In a lending Article the ¥ Bengalee ' says:—

Crene ...Mr. Burway deals with those causes which led
to the great struggle and unravels the hidden impulses
of the movement which culminated in the establishment

of the Mahratta Empire......... 2
PYST A lively little volume, & very interesting read-

ing to the general reader and especially to every true
Mahratta patriot......The Appendix in which he shows
that the battle of Panipat was by no menus a fatal blow
to the Mahratta supremacy has originality about it and
much bistorical interest......"

~Inpu Prarasn, Bousar,

«This little historical work is the embodiment of labo-
rious and -ritical research on the part of the learned
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author.veenn.....We commend the bhook to the notice of
our educated countrymen......”

—Tos Aunrr Bazar Parniga, CALCUTTA.

“...vveeeeThe Look will be very useful to every student
of Indian History and to thove who wonld like to trace
the causes which lead to the decline and full of scwe of
of the mort glorious andosplendid cmpires in the
world.........

~1'e Loy, Manras

“oee An excellent short study of o greast sabject......
The book display: consiuerablo indusiry and an apprecia-
ble research and is a4 valuable cont ibutivn to the
literature of the subjecti ...

~~~~~ Tup Hinpustan 15view, ALLANABAD,

an

vierernes Lhin groall book shows industry wnd research
ard what is more » just idea of proportion with regard
to the treatment of the various phases of Mahratta
Raule.........”

— InpiaN Review-—Maoras.

*iereess. We have no hesitation in commending the
little work as it is both original and instructive......”

- Unitep Ixpta Axp Narve States, MADRAS.
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“vevere.A brief but luminous historical production...
...As « popular record of the great struggle between
the Moghals and the Mahrattas, this little book is bound
to win permanent recognition in historial literature. The
author s happy marshalling f details for the popular
wind end his apt ready quotitions Iroms anthorities
coustitute  admirable. features ..ol ¢his  interesting
production.

- Prasoppaa DBuarar, davawarr, { Thuavavas )

erreaen One of the best written, though nhort, histories
of the struggle is one by Mr. M W. Purway,n 4,
Judge of the Small Causes Court, Tudore,......... It is an
enlarged edition of a work on Maliwattz Fisrory published

5

by the author some twelve years ago. 4 Jeatuve of the
book i the wide range of aulherities the anthor has
consulred in its preparation. ™

~-T'ni Boupay CoroNioLE,
e . U, G uaEEl gfREEe e
WO, e [OfEeE § gww dau Adidal ariaeE

o

WIS, YRS T GeqFA AW @R AR EETE
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figearn dre AUSiaE g7 WSy e, i €€ e
W GESTY At AT RlaE e dis, § WReT
;S W AR 9% e @@ O U, & 3 emd, a9
s @ Fdver AN AW 341, 9ot 1. U, 93 T
HRTAGT FEA ST TAC YIS 7 AANG: R AT
s UEEs oW 08 RIS AREl @iT

—Vivipaa=Dyvan=Vistar, BoMpay,
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* Life of Rao Rajah Sir Dinkar Rao, K. C. 8. 1.
i p—
Opinions of the Press.

e eenen Mr. M, W, Burway has made a valuable contri-
bution to Indian Historical literature by compiling a
life of Rao Raja Dinkar Rao, K. C.S. I. that grea
Prime Miniater of Gwalior who saved the British Empire
from teing split on the rock of the Rebellion of 1857..."

—Inpu Praxasn, Bousay,

“.iieeeee. B highly interesting and instructive Life......

The biography is full and there is ample evidence in
the work before us to sliow that the author has gone to
the original sources for, the waterials of his work, It

is ove of best Indian biographies we have come

~=Unitep INpia & Narive Srares, Mapgras,

“ We commend this book {or perusal to all lovera of
Indian History and Officers in Indian States......... v

Jaxas Prarar GwaLior,
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Hveevre-on A short but well written biography.........Jt
18 evident from a perusal of the book uader review that
the task of putting before the public a popular story of

this great Life could not have been undertaken by abler

iy

bands,........
-~ Prasuppia Biuarar, Mavawar ( HiManayas )

......... ‘We hope thet the devoted adwirer of the great

Indian statesman will lose no time in bringing outa

fresh and revised cdition of this intercsting work......”
- Easr & Wrsr, BouBay.

* The complaiur isjustly made that there are few
good biograpiies oi thoss emiuent Indians who
have woulded the ddestinies of their Motherland
during the p-riod covered by British rule. One
wha therefors succesginlly removes this reproach
does a real service alike to Indo-Aylian literature
a8 to the riging generation of edncated Indians,
In this group of patriotic Tndians we should
place Mr. M, W, Burway whose interesting work

on Maratha History we appreciatively noticed
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gome titne back. His Life of Raja Sir Dinkar Rao—
the distinguished Mahratta Statosman, famous as
the Prime Minister of Gwalior--is an excellent
biourapay of a great and noble Indian—well=written
and suggestive-—and is not only interssting but
instructive, ”

~HiNpusray REVIEW, Alvaiasap.
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