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Ranojee Rao Sindhia.

PREFACE.

In writing this short ‘‘ Life’? of Ranojee Rao

Sindhis, the founder of the Gwalior Raj, I have

made use partly of the Mss. copy of the History

of Gwador which 1 wrote between 1892 and

1897 aud of which

my “ Life of Rag
made a mention in

skar Rao, 21

(1) My readers

that the “ History of ¢

day after a year or

Rao Raiah Raghusat

duced re to His Li

Sindhie, @. 0. 8.1.,

desire to write the Highness’ illustrious

father ( H. Gi. the iste: Mabarajah: Jayaji Rao Sindhia,

6.08.1, G0. B, 0.1, 8., Counsellor of Hf. M. the Queen

Empress) to His Highness’ gracious attention, His

Highness the Maharajah Sindhia was pleased to approve

of my intention to publish the “ Life of the late Maha-

sajab Jayaji Rao Sindhia,” I rejoice to think that as

te delighted to hear

kt see the light of

ra 11th of June, 1917,

4 8, kindly intro-

» Madhav Rao Sahib

and brought my



(ii)

My object is to present a biography of a great,

good, and brave personage Uke the hero of

this narative, based on the Maratha authorities

and representing, as far as possible, a faithful

picture of the soldier who had the gaod luck

to lay the foundations of a great kingdom

under the auspices of the heroic Peshwa Baji

Raol. This wark xia. fo be one of a

series of ‘ Sha fieat Marathas ''

who lent theix ding up of the

merous support of Rao

% BE, and Colonel

A. 0, 1% 2, my work

hich an author is

law, has aleo taken

destate Maharajah Jayajikeon interest in the “ Eafe:

Rao Sindbia. ”

(1) There are some European scholars who have

ventured to say that “the Maratha Empire is a mis-

nomer.” I have tried to give a belitting reply to these

scholars in my publication “The Marathas and the

Moghals.” Is the worth of an Empire to be judged

solely by the leugth of its existence ?
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The standpolnt adopted by writers like Mr.

H. G. Keene has in it a perceptible bias, in«

tolerable in a writer on historical subject, which

voluntarily or involuntarily leads them to

belittle the importance and influence of the

Maratha Empire generally and especially of the

. utes in the ‘ RulersPeshwis of wham.e%

of India’ series

(1) Is the pictur

Mr. H. (i. Keene, « ¢

Maraths Soldier and |

to be dealt with in d

some future date. £

the Mo,zhals,” J he

Keene and Mr. De Ha Resne.:ge

important points in the History of the Marathas. Vide

J. P. Suranjame’s “History of the Sindhia Family” and

“The Marathas and the Moghals. ” P. 132. We have the

‘strongest reasons to say that Mahadji Sindhia was a

thoroughly patriotic Maratha, full of religious zeal, quite

faithful to the Peshwa and above all, deeply interested

in the cause of Maharashtra.

hia, aa presented by

lat able and eminent

This subject deserves

ay discuss it fally at

“The Marathas and

‘holara like Mr. H.G.

WSs wroug judgments on



(iv )

Is it consistent with histerical justice that

Shivaji and Baji Rao 1 and Madhav Rao 1

should be conspicuous by their absence in that

“ series,’ while Sir Hugh Rose and others have

found a place therein ? With all its short-

comings, Grant Duff’s ‘ History of the Mara-

thas’ is more admirhlé'than the receut works

ou the whole a

haracterises his

of some Europed

splrit of justice ©

eent works from

»G. Keene and

n his attempt to

credit of the

* in the 18th

? The writer of

these pages has certaniy, at least, as much

admiration for Mahadji Sindhia as Mr. Keene

has, but historical justice requires that a great

deal of the credit of ‘'The Hindu re~conqust of

India ’* should be given to the Peshwa Madhao

Rao 1 and his able Sirdars and Ministers as

tightly pointed out by the Maratha Bakhars

great work more @

the pen of authors

cthers. Is Mr. Ke

give the main

‘( Hindu re-con

century to Makad



(v)

an@ the Maratha writers. The object of the

present ‘‘series’’ is to do historical justice to the

Heroes ofthe Maratha Empire which fell when

the Maratha spirit of Shivaji and Baji Rao 1 be-

came extinct in Maharashtra, The present writer

hopes to present to the public, at no distant

date, a short ' Life a

established the M

bas Rao 11 who re-

< after the dis-

tin the estimation of

the Mubarushtra people fym hold on their
affection aa a perusal: torical drama entitled

“Thorle Madhav &

Rao Gahadur Ving

certainly chow. Vide

@ pen of the late

arn Kirtane would

® Maratbas and the

Moghals.” in this sonadcoHin pages 182-133. Grant

Duff also 2as spoken of this Veshwa in the highest

terme. Recent historical researches have shown the

extent of Lis exertions in the cause of the Maratha

Timpire and the success which attonded them. ( Mahadji
Sindhia was, in fact, the arm=power and Madhav Rao

Feshwa and Nana Phadnavis the brain~power of the

Maratha Kmpire during their respective careers. ,
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of a writer are obvious when he has to face a

heavy court work. But by the grace of the

Almighty I have succeeded in publishing four

treatises on different subjects under the auspices

of my generous master, H. H. ‘The Maharajah

Holkar, the enlightened Ruler of Iudore, His

Highness’ talented Ministers, Rai Bahadur S.

M. Bapna, B.A. ad Rao Bahadur

Sirdar M. V. Kis ways given mie

cordial help and s

C, E. Luard, Mm, &.

is well known, h

gement. Major

ose literary career

ably taken much

interest in my lite

fully ackuowled

Ratansey Dhata

I must grate-

given by Seth

ii «Gokuldas of

vied out in HindustanMahadji Sindhia saccessfully ‘chy

the instructions which were sent by the Peshwa's Durbar

from Poona, Under the circumstances the observations

of Mr. Keene cannot stand. Sympathetic writers like

Mr. H. A. Acworth and Mr. C. A. Kineaid, o. v-o.,

1.0.8, do more service to Indian History than those

writers who publish their works and opinions on

historial subjects with an evident prejudice,
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Bombay and Mr. Madhav Rao Vishnu Marathe,

of the Bombay High Court. My nephew, Mr.

Anan Rao Ganesh Burway has given me very

useful information on various points, I thank

them all for all the troubles they have taken

ard the help they have extended to me directly

orindirectly. Sirdar Narayan Rao Bolia has

also given me good. he

and historleal

of my tevered

Vamaurao Tatya

should respect his

the dedication of

ecl delighted in

? to his master,

sah Jayajl Rao

As I owe xt

studies to the ki

father the Late R

Burway, it is na

pious wishes with ré

this work. Axe<

dedicating this

His Highness ti

Siudhia, whose bea nding over torty~

three ‘ears is so well id is so gratefully

remeriberd by all in the Gwalior Dominions,

In conclusion, I heartily offer my grateful

obeisance to the Almighty Shree Rama and

pray sanguinely that through His grace Indian

Histoty and the biographies of illustrious Indian

heroes may receive specially favourable atten-

tion from the Indian Princes, whose aucestors
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have done so muchin the past as to entitle

‘their deeds of wisdom and valour to be carefully

studied! by Young India.

InvorE City, \

21st July 1917.

M. W. BURWAY.

ightenmeat and culture one

easionally members of

(1) In these days of

should be sorry to

one caste should be

national hero sirap!

caste. This spirit,

Itisahbappy sigs

receive their dua

other communities,

written, | was vis

and was glad to f

studied Maratha His

Rai Bahadur Abinash 4

of Jaipur supplied me with’ some very useful historical

information, I cherish strong hopes that the correspon-
dence between Laji Rao IT and Maharajah Jeysing

(1700-1746 ) may see the light of day. Captain Grant
Dulf was info:med of this correspondence. Baji Rao 1

and Jeysing of Jeypore were intimate friends and the
correspondence was carried on through Venkaji Ram,

the Peshwa’s Agent who resided at Jeypore.

Delonge to a different

seams to be waning.

kkivaji and Baji Rao

i from the Rajput and

Preface was being

sratpore and Jaipur

sia Several Rajputs

xsuch interest in it.



RANOJEE RAO SINDHIA,

"00 tn Rll I Sang, mae mt

Ranojee Rao Sindhia, the founder of the

Gwa ior Dominions, was at first in the service

of the Peshwa Balajee Vishwanath, who {fs

justly regarded as ‘‘ the second founder of the

Mahratha Empire. ’? The closing years of

this Peshwa’s sus eer were fraught

with important, “to strengthen the

Mahratha cause ly lay the founda-

tlon of that vig which knew no

defeut or reverse the Mahratha cone

federacy existed Rao seems to

bein an obse nu this Peshwa’s

&

fore towards the

attainment of terr sy diplomatic skill

rather than by au oper appes! to arms. This

regiue therefore was uot calculated to foster

the military spirit of Ranojee, who, as we shall

see later on was the observed of all observers

regine which w

during the gloriously successful expeditions of

the great Baji Rao Peshwa from 1720 to 1740.
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Little that is thoroughly trustworthy is known
of the earlier years of Ranojee Rao, whose
family was reduced to straigned circumstances
during the internecine dissensions which raged
for a long time between Satara and Kolhapur,

He was descended from a younger branch of

the Sindhia family of Kunneir Khed, a

village about 15 sik of the renown.

ed city of Satara’ at during the

tise and cont power of the

Brahbmini Dyns members of the

Sindia family of hed have played an

affairs. But the

Rueuce of this

«the Sindias of

Ssitiun as not to

attract the attentia aiki at large. Con-

sequently it has been more or less difficult to
entet into details regardivg the early bistory of

this famous tamily. What is krown with a

vestige of truth is that the members of this

family were, in olden times, very highly disting-

uished Shilledars, It is only the later career of

Ranojee Rao which the Bakhars deal with

somewhat scantily yet sufficiently to enable the

Kunneir Khed i
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historlan to form an approximate estimate of

his life and work, Though these circumstances

tend to baffle an enquiry into this direction,

the reader will be rejoiced to find that there

exists, at least, a tolerably reliable account of

Ranojee’s part in the famous invasions of the

great Baji Rao,

Balaji Vishwasai 720 at Saswad,.

short rest after

* laying out the

n in the Satara

for making an

an as to how Balaji
had paved the

Mahratta power.

i an estimate of

work by referr

his extraordinary

lines of a sound

Raj. This is s

attempt at a detail

Vishwanath’s wis

way for the develg

The reader will

this great Peshwa

ing to the pages of Grant «Dxthe latter of whom stulpinely says that
“Shahoo would never have recovered his.
superiority but for the abilities of Balaji Vishwa-

nath,’’? The illustrious scholar of Maharastra,

the late Mr. Justice Ranade, has dwelt on this

subject exhaustively On the authority of

(1) Vide “Rise of the Maratha Power” by the
Hon’ble Mr. Justice Rande, Mw, 4,L. ly B
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Indian as well European Historians, Balaji has

been considered as the second founder of the

Mahratta power and it would be a gratifying

duty to see how Baji Rao extended this power

beyond the Narmada, and how In fact Baji Rao

raised Shivaji’s small state to the status of an
empire, Bajirao’s Lientenants Ranojee Rao,

ars of Dewas and

ie this Peshwa's

Ranojee Sindhia’s

ed, in-as-much~-as

gnojee’s services

a official recog-

uvested with the

office of Peshwa abot enths after the

death of the last Pe His first thought,

after his accession to the Peshwaship, was to

carry the Mahratta flag beyond the Narmada.

It was indeed a mighty undertaking, when the

opposition to this gallant Peshwa’s plans is

taken into consideration. The Nizam was his

open as well as subterranean foe; the Pratinidhi

had girded up his loins to beset his path with

every conceivable obstacle; the Raja Shahoo

name is indisselut

it was in this reg

attracted public

nition. Baji Ras
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‘was a prince who was not expected to have an

independent or a sound judgment; the resources

of the Mahratta State were such as to discourage

even a stout heart, inclined to lead an expedi-

tion beyond the confines of Maharashtra. But

Baji Rao surmounted all these difficulties by

dint of his unequalled energy, his unfailing

genius, and kis i bic courage. He

exerted himse! st in rousing the

dormant energ atta people and

directing it te t of the Mabratta

power to the zi s of Hindustan,

where the decaying the Mogals afford-

ed an enviable opps x establishing the

Mahratta influens fact, a glorious

opportuuity and een a political

blunder to allow it Raji Rao’s rivals,

however, tried to ‘dé‘thelr best in throwing

obstacles in his path. Sripat Rao Pratinidhi

was the foremost amongst the domestic oppo-

nents of Bajl Rao and being in a position to:

gain the Raja’s ear was often successful in

hindering this Peshwa’s path. But the:

(1) 1t would be interesting to take a cursory

view of the controversy set on foot by the puplica-
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Peshwa’s views at length were on the high road

tions of recent works. In the times in which Shahu
came, the Mahratta power had, more or leas, become

relax by being subjected to various trials. There

was.a dearth of capable men and Shahn, unlike

Shivaji, was a person who possessed nothing of that

personal influence or power to guide the destinies of
@ state during such trouble~some times or to coment
the hearts of men oppo ® one another, Theory

is one thing and tapiber. Those who

venture to blame 10 ~Peshwas for
neglecting Shivaj
the undeniable fa

courtiers were chars
or knowledge of i

sphere of those day

none of Shan’s cour

ed the real sitnati

himself of the ¢

power would havs

Bayi Rao had graap-

i} Rao not availed
y, the Mahratta

@ the patch of terri-

tory which Shake daharashtra, Take
away Baji Rao fron: rt of Shaho and then
there is no “ Mahbraita 3 ; for Shahu’s small
@tate could never be called an Empire, It rose to
the position of an Empire by Baji lao’s exertions,

hig glorioua victories in Hindustan, and the prestige
of his ever victorious arma, Colonel Tweedie o, 1. 8,
formerly Resident in Gwalior, told me that the real

~worth of Baji Rao would be fully known when the
Peshwa’s entire Daftar is accessible to the historian.

Ihave given the letter from Colonel Tweedie, a
great admirer of Baji Rao, on another page in con-

nection with this subject,
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to success, as the Raja Shalu was prevailed

upon to see clearly through thelr ultimate

results and the sound reasons which prompted

them?

‘The Pratinidhi’s argument was that Shahu

should, after arranging the domestic affairs,

direct his attention © the Carnatic and

other possessions

the Mahratta Ba

Rao held view

them and their «

the undeniable le

valuable testime

i thereafter turn

industan, Baji

cally opposed to

been proved by

ure events and the

forelgn writers

undness cf Bajl

Ruo’s excellent ¥ ‘ther been demon-

strated by the glor s which attended

his invasions of Malwa in 1725, The laudable

energy and confidence which the Peshwa evines

ec in fitting out that expedition which was

frought with extremely important political and

(1) Vide ‘‘ Marathas and Moguls” by the prosent
author, pages. 69 to 71
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territorial advantages and which opened, for the

first time, the way for the subjugation of the

whole of Hindustan deserve attention. It is

impossible to do full justice to this very signi-

ficant subject in thls work but some mention of

it is necessary, in as much as Ranojee Rao, the

hero of this narrative, has taken a conspicuous

part under his zugn¢ tex the Peshwa in all

these invasions ¢

Before turning

tions of Baji Ra

we ought to tak

ble speech which

occasion of refug

Pratinidhi who

Rao’s plans to ca

famous expedi-

a and Khandesh,

ice of the memora-

a delivered on the

iments of the

2 stigmatize Bajl

Hralta jlag beyond

(1) We would present tc our readerg the views of

Grant Duff and other European Uistorical writerg

on this important point:

(a) “ Such were probably the real opinions
of Shripat Rao, but the wisdom of Eaji Ruo was
of a much higher order. Baji Rao painted the
present condition of India, the weakness, indo-

lence and imbecility of the Moguls, the activity,

energy, and enterprise of the Mahratias; he
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the Narbada as ‘‘rash and imprudent,’’ That

the Pratinidhi was absolutely wrong in holdiag

these views, the out come of ambition and love

for powet,! is now as clear as day light, and no

observed that if the great Shivaji had been of

the same opinion a8 the Pratinidhi, he would

have thought it necessary, before venturing

into the Carnati reduce Bijapur and

Golconda, Ax & quarrels beyond

the Krishna, | oihink of them

hereafter, Gr:

at to show the path

iii rose to aupre-

s quotes fully the

itao and then makes

petone supporter this

aji fao’s work in

. {t would be

FIphinstone and

ows by emphasizing

the above rex

by an averegen

extending

thus geon

Keene sapearid

their wisdons ax its,

The “ Bakhars ” point ont how Baji Rao waa

riore than a match for the Pratinidbi.

(1) In some ynurters it is believed that the cause

of difference between Baji Rao and the Pratinidhi

arose from the difforence of their caste. IT do not

pelieve it, Love of power is so great that it hag
gsaused fends between father and pon, between real

brothers, What do we tind in the case of Aurang-

gob and hia father Shah Jahan. Both the rivals were

strong and tried to secure power,
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mote arguments are now needed for exploding

them. ‘' Now is our time’*’ said the gallant

Peshwa,’’ to drive the Moghals from the land

of Hindus, and to acquire immortal renown,

By directing our efforts to Hindustan, the

Mahratta flag in your reign shall fly fiom the

Kishna to the Atteck,”? The commanding

eloquence and ea jaji Rao overcame

the doubts of S exclaimed with

enthusiasm, ‘ ant it on the

Himalaya’’; '' yoti da noble son of

th save Parsharam

s ixapossible that the

as tu forget this

nidhi were above

Did not Balaji

Trimbuk from i:

Pratinidhi would

fact. I think Baji

caste prejudices,

(1) The artful ack m=-ulemulk, which,

but for the penste igour of Baji Rao,

would probably bave unlinked the connecting chain
hy which Ballaji Vishwanath had joined the inter-
ests a8 Well as the iuclimations, of most of the Hinda

chieftains of the Deccan “ Grant Duff, The Nizam
espoused the cause of Sumbhaji of Kolhapore at the
eost of Shahu Raja, who “looked to Baji Rao for
counsel and for vengeance;” for these Shabu
would have battered hig life, and for these he now

virtually suld the supremacy of his Empire,”
Shahu Raja wished to march in person against his
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a worthy father.’ Regarding the internal

condition of the Mogul Empire the Peshwa

made some very pertinent remarks. '* Let us

strike ’’ said Baji Rao, ‘‘ at the trunk of the

withering tree, the branches must fall of theme

selves. ’? From this it would be clearly evident

that Baji Rao had thoroughly mastered the

mproper, “Full

to Baji Rao, and

hwa had acquired,

titude with which

And factions of the

thered round the

y being foiled in his

, the Nizam wrote

Pratinidhi, who

rival but thie we
powres were thi

the great influenc

may he observed

many of the wde

Silledar fanailies

msandard of the uati

attempts by the Pe:

to the Raja Shahy

was Baji Rao’s op

tried again to forme’

friend of the Mahe «no purpose, Raja

Shabu paid no hee lnsive domonstra+

tions of friendship. The Mabrattas under Baji
Rao and the Nizam entered on a struggle at no

distant date, and as the future events would show,

the cunnig attempts of Nizam-ul-muik were nipp-
od in the bud by the foresight and vigour of Baji Rao.

aod to pose as the

Vide “India through the Ages” by Flora Annie

‘iteele, who endorses our opinion by taking a
yery reasonable view of Baji Ruao’s noble and

patriotic plans.
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course of eventsin the Mogul court and the

cause of weakness which was eating into the

heart ef the Mogul Empire. Hence arose his

confidence in, and his eagerness for, the

glorious Upper India expeditions, of which we

shall speak with details in the following pages.

The Nizam-vl-mualk was the chief rival and

antagonist of thee * He olten used

his endeavours ¢ eusions amongst

the Mahratta pri is at times he

succeeded. The ik was, however,

too shrewd and cu apeniy act on the

offensive and it se ig deep laid strata-

gems were not ful £2] Baji Rao came

upon the scene. =the Nizam had

to face an antagon not be deceived

by tricks or begnil gigatic astuteness,

Till 1727 the Peshwa and the Nizam had not
come face to face. After this year the two

leading personages joined in a struggle, in

which the Nizam was worsted and obliged to

repeut of his mistake in interferiny in the

family feuds of the Mahrattas. In this struggle

Ranojl Rao was with the Peshwa. The Nizam,

alter suffering great hard-ships, was forced into,
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terms and conciliated his great rival Baji Rao

by a cession of territory and a payment of a

large sum of money as expenses of the war,

Ranojee Rao was with his master the Peshwa

during the important action at Delhi in

1736, Baji Rao advanced by making forced

marches to the Mogul capital and encamped

in the vicinity of gipérial city. The

object of this 2 ice at the impe-

rial court was — supression on the

Emperor’s mind ‘strike terror into

the hearts of the lo at luxurious court.

Some negotiations the Peshwa and the

Emperor were Baji Rao had

semoved his ca eel Tank, when

Muzafar Khan, ¥ han, Raja Siva

Singh and others of attacking the

Mahratta camp. ue TMotul force was estima-

ted at 8000 men. An engagement followed, in

which the Mogul army was completely routed,

‘Raja Siva Sing being siaiu and Meer Hussain

han being motally wounded. Muibar Rao

Holkar and Ranoojee Rao Sindhia displayed

great valour on the battle field. Six hundred

yaen of the Mogui army were killed in tne
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action, ‘I'wo thousand horses were captured

by the Mahrattas together with the imperial

elephant. Thus Baji Rao, In his first expendi-

tion in Hindustan, humbled the prestige of the

Mogul Emperor and shook the very foundas

tions of Babar’s imperial thrown at Delhi?.

Ranojee Rao Sindhia was present at the great

and decisive bat Ehopal in 1738,

which brought ;

irresistible spea

have displayed au

Bhopal, Ranoji &

Sayaji Gujjar aud

troops into act

command of ¢}

was wou by the A were Tepeated=

ly refreshed by the: veshwa’s cheering

calls to storm the fort and take it. It is record-

ed in the most authentic works that the Peshwa

Baji Rao exposed himself to the utmost danger

vyho is believed to

uman valour at

ig company with

vy, ledthe Mahratta

sder the direct

omplete victory

(1) The Bakhars give a very lively description of
thia battle, which served to demonstrate to the

Moguls that the Mabrattas were a living power, able to

engulf thedecaying influence of the Mogul Emperor.

For details of thia battle near Delhi, see the BDakhars,
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by riding a famous Arab charger in the front

of his army. I'he faithful Ranojee Rao Sindhia

was always by the side of his master and brave-
ly shared the danger with the great Peshwa.
The ccurage of the Mcguls began to give way.

The repeated attacks of the Mahrattas made

havoc in the ranks of the Nizam’s army, From

no quirter there was any hope of succour

for the Moguls. am became utterly

hopeless and imp ast threw himself

; expressing his

umiliating treaty

fe. The Nizam’s

thet the Peshwa

uediately as the

ram the Mahratta

with the hard-

e. After being

izam was com-

willingness to cs

which Baji Rac x

most gressiug req!

should raise the

Mogul army su

assults and was i

ship cousequen

thotouzly convince

pletely humbled an

ply with the Mahratia “deiands, the Peshwa

issued orders to the differant conimanders to

raise the seige.!

(L) The Nizam is alleged to have sent a paper

signed and sealed by him to Baji Rao, requesting

the Peshwa to write out the lerms of peace, which

the Nir-m was ready to agree with, Tre effect of

this victory was very important and established the

prestigs of Baji Rao in upper India,
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Throughout the milltary operations at Bhopal,

Ranojee Rao greatly distinguished himself and

won the Peshwa’s full favour, Baji Rao, who

was ever ready to appreciate courage when

ever and wherever it was found without any

distinction of caste, creed or colour, showed

fresh proofs of his great regard for Ranojee, who

had always a sine

veneration for

who, himself a:

‘Heutenants very

The Mahrattas a

vantages from th

Bhopal, In fact

firmly establisi:

: victory at Tal

rved greatly to

power In Malwa

aud in other parts It paved the

way for the futur of Hindustan,

while its immediate effect in consolidating the

Mahratta prestige can hardly be overlooked.

The Nizam quietly signed a most humiliating

treaty in 1738, by the terms of which the whole

of Malva together with the districts between the

Natrbada and the Chambal were made over to
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Baji Rao.! The expenses of the Mahratta expedi-

tion were also to be defrayed by disbursements

from the Nizam’s exchequer, As alluded to

above, the far-reaching consequences of this

victory were certainly significant and their im-

portance, viewed from the standpoints of terri-

torial gain and prestige, is worthy of mention,

There 1s one

remembered in “%

position at this ti

alarmed at the rise

the leadership of

pains in inducing .

stone unturned i

the ceded provi

that the Nizam w ly person in the

Empire who couls stiusted with such a

gigautic olan, had flattered his inordinate
ambition in every way aud had conferred the

(1) How Buaji Rao utilized the services of Nandalal

Mandloi (Zemindar of Indore) during the Conquest
of Malwe would be known with interest from a

perusal of hajwade’s sixth khanda 591-621, Baji Rao
also brought the Rana of Burwah to subjugation

through this Mandloi,

us polnt to be

th the Nizam’s

peror of Delhi,

hhratta power under

3, had spared no

mudk to leave no

Mahrattas from

imperor, finding
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fullest powers upon him for securing success im

this undertaking. Tfie reader will therefore be

able to understand that the whole might of the

Mogul empire was, tottering as it was, opposed

to the Mahrattas. The Nizam took the field with

bombastic preparations and provisions, aided as

still clung {to ¢

Baji Rao had, t

ing and half-heaz

force of the Mcen

the old, experien

who was now

Nizam-ul-mulk,

by the Mogul

ign of the Imperial

ingthe dd ahtattas by a grand
and united effort, It will be clear from this

discussion that the victory of Baji Rao at Tal

Bhopal in 1739 has a special importance

about it.

Ranojee Rao Sindhia was sent by Baji Rao to

co-operate with Chimnajee Appa, the youner

brother of the Peshwa, in the memorable seige

Emperor to pos

interests for destrey



RANOJEE RAO SINDHIA. 19:

of Bassin (Wusai)in 17391, Sindhia had an

opportunity to take part in this the most. vigor-

ous military operation against a European

power, Eaji Rao had strictly enjoined Chimnajee

Appa, who was attended by Ranojee Sindhia .

and Mullar Rao Holkar, to carry on the war’

against the Portuguese with vigour and to secure

the Konkan districts eutending powers-

the Mahrattas 4

best in playing

Rao Sindhia took:

the Portuguese ix

and Tarapur fel

Mahrattas at ne

defe: ded Tarapu

powered by the 1 this way the

wat against the was energetically

carried on by Appa Saheb with the aid of

Ranojee Sindhia and other officers in Konkan,

(1) For details of the Mahratta operations at Bassein

in 1739, eee “ Life of Chimnaji Appa” by Gopal Govind.

Khare, whogives a good description of the character of

the leader of the operation at Bassein. Chimnaji treated
the wife of the Portuguese Commander with great.

respect,

parts. Ranojee

}aud Dhanu fro m:

scorgan, Kelwa,

he hands of the

The Portuguese

Jast were eve r~
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while Vyankat Rao Ghorpare was acting vigo-
rously round Gowa.

While Ranojee Rao was thus usefully engaged,

an event of great significance had occurred in

the Mogul capital. Delhi was taken and plun-

dered by Nadir Shah. About eight thousand

(8000) or more of the unfortunate citizens of

Delhi were put tc € i. The Emperor

was dragged inte and Nadir Shah

reigned supreme

tidings roused

patriotic Peshwa, *

tion to the defence

a cruel invader.

come at once

Sindhia and «at

Appa Saheb, howe oth to leave the

successful operatisn: oukan without ob-

taining the full reward of his exertions, He

set his eye on Bassein ina resolute way. Appa

made up his mind to take it even at the cost of

his life. The besiegers and the besieged fought

with remarkable valour and held their posts

with uncommon tenacity. Victory, at last;

graced the Mahratta arms, and Appa’s Vow

fax against such

vrate to Appa to

with Ranojee

ad commanders,
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was fulfilled!. This famous victory over a

European Power greatly raised the reputation

of the Mahrattas and served to elevate Appa

Saheb in the estimation of his countrymen.

After the victory of Bassein, Appa Saheb

ordered Ranojee Rao Sindhia and Mulhar Rao

Holka: to proceed at once to the North to joln

the Peshwa, who. ed near Nasira-

bad. The paty views of Bajl

Rao regarding { Hindustan, as

set forth in his i lrable and show

the general tend is large mind and

supericr nature. @ says that the

Peshwa was not ! ien he heard that

a hundred thous ewere advancing

towards the Sex tartin adds in his

* British India *? sth ye departure of the

(1) Chimnajee Appa had told his officers that Bassein

must be taken at all hazards and that in case that

attempt neemed. difficult of attainment or impossible, his

head might be blown from the mouth of a large cannon

go that i might at last fall within the fort of Bassein.,

We mention this popular anecdote in order to show how

unflinching was the resolve of Chimnaji Appa in taking

Bessein. S .G. Khare’s life of Chimnajee Appa,
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Persians was hastened by feat of the Mahrattas;

then ably ruled by Baji Rao, the second

Peshwa.’’ The gallant Peshwa’s thoughts

can be best gathered by his fearless attitude as

shown in the extracts from his letters! referred

to in the preceeding pages. Nadirshah had

written a letter to Raji Rao before leaving

Delhi. In this ~, futhless Shah's

reference to E my was worthy

of being noted, # t about punish-

ing those, whs the Emperor

Mahomed Shah, # ‘yain as it deserved

tobe. Nadir leit i he Sth of May 1739

and never returi ja to see Mahomed

Shah or his suc pensioners of

‘the Mahrattas,

The long list of servieésy rendered faithfully

and zealously by Ranojee Rao Sindhia to his

august master Bajl Rao who was always ready

(1) Baji Rao’s cousin (his mother’s brother's son )
Baburao Malhar Burway was the Peshwa’s Vakeel at
Delhi and his letters are so full of detailed information
as to repay perusal and throw abundant light on this

subject. They point out how Bajee Rao guided the course
-of events by his praiseworthy vigilance and prudence,
They show that Baji Rao was a watchful statesman,
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to confer due rewards on his devoted and loyal

servants, brought forth a noble appreciation

and recognition at the hands of the gallant

Peshwa. Ranojee Rao’s meritorius services

and his proverbial devotion to his master had

long ago been observed by Baji Rao. It was

therelore fully expected that the Peshwa

would confer 42 2 = Ranojee Sindhia.

Like Alexander: aji Rao always

bore a paternal his soldiers and

officers and was at ‘most anxious to

appreciate merit 2 it was brought to

his notice. As, m aji Rao kept up,

like the great yauonarch, no state

(1) The Jabgir ad the subject of

much controversy an st thia system led

to the future diemewibertient:of tho Mabratta Raja.

Mr. Rajwade, whose admirable exertions in the cause of
Mahratta history deserve to be spoken in the highest

terms, finds fault with the Jahgir system. With all

respect to this worthy and learned gentlomen, I beg to

say that on a comprehensive and dispassionate view of

the case, it would be found that some cogent arguments

are in favour of the system, which it would be imposai-

ble to summarily arraign, It is ita mis-use thatdeserves

to be condemned.
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when on an expedition and freely and frequent-

ly mixed even with the humblest of his Siledars,

he found many oppertunities of seeing for

himself which of his lieutenants were gifted

with that amount of energy and ability, which,

when fully developed and brought into play,

goes undoubtedly to e thelr possessors to

the summit of gis atness. In fact Baji

Mahratta soldier

worthy circumst:

Dhar, Gwalior, tx

into existance daz

this herole Peshyw

Ranojee Rao Sint

and devoted a

the foundation «

sucessful regime of

is way the Soldier

e most faithful

*s servants, laid

ate in Hindustan

While the Mahratta affairs were in this way

making a satisfactory progress, the Mahratta

nation had the misfortune to face, in the near

future, a grave catastrophe, which was as une

expected as it was severe.,Bajl Rao, the joy and

hope of Maharastra and the patron and Master

of Sindhia, Holkar and the Pawars, had a
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serlous attack of high fever on the holy banks

of the Narbada. ‘the Peshwa was advised to

desist from bathing in the Narbada, while he

was inidisposed but the advice fell upon deaf ears!.

To the last day of his life he continued to bathe

in the holy water of the Narbada. His iron

constituticn, at last, succumbed to the attack

of fever, though b: nted spirlt never

gave way till th i his life, When

he found that tht last Ulness, he

summoned his fuerents, Ranojee

Sindhia, Mulharié and others, to his

bed-side and adv to carry on his

schemes till thei nd to release the

(1) The Peshwa

Macedonian monare

ever, hu was even supe Alexander the great

grew proud and even atthe zenith of his

power and was disliked by several of his officers for his

palpably over-bearing demeanour. But to the last

moment of his life the great Baji Rao was, thanks to his

spirituel teacher the saint of Dhawarshi, free from this

reproach and was exceedingly beloved by all his officers.
Pride, display of power, or vanity never approached

him till the last moment of his life and even when he-
waa at the summit of his greatness,

22942

my ways the great

one respect, how-



26 RANOJEE RAO SINDHIA,

Hindus from ‘'the Tyranny of the Moguls.’!

He also gave valuable advice as to the way in

which the Mahratta affairs should be controlled

and conducted. He exerted his officers not to

‘mourn his death, and never to allow this

circumstance to slacken the onward march of

the Mahratta Power the morning of the

28th of April 174 sictorious Bajl Rao

peacefully exp in the Rawer

district on the : mental faculties

remaining unimp stl

It would be di

the life work «

work. The sub

separate work aj uffice for such a

purpose. Nextt ajee Rao is the

only personage inthe: Mabratta history, whose

career and views deserve to be most carefully

(1) There is a “ Chatree’’ of Baji Rao on the Narbada.

The Holkar State pays ap annual sum of Rg, 120 for ita

upkeep. An interesting account of this “ Chatree” is

written by Mr. Karandikar, Vakil and public Prosecutor
of Mandleshwar in Indore State, The Mahrajah Holkar

has taken due care that the revered memory of the great

Peshwa may be properly honoured.

do full justice to
ic Peshwa in this

npottant that a
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studied. Caste hatred, the bane of the Hindu

community, has gone a great way in detracting

much from the hearty meed of applause which

is justly due from every Hindu to this gallant

Peshwa, who had a head to contrive and a hand

to execute gigantic plans; who, in spite of dos

mestic opposition from jealous and short-sight-

ed mea, prevailed.ay Raja Shahu te sanc~

tion the bold ¢ » he successfully

carried. through ; ailed himself of

the golden oppos ' extending the

Mahratta power : 2 in India and left

an undying and ¢ mpression on the

Indian history by. unted career of
success; who 5 work and his

influence) that ‘ fa Empire > was

a reality and not ser and that the

Mahratia spear was capable of the highest

achievements!

(1) Baji Rao had, like Shivajeo, a spiritual teacher of

great reputation in the person of Brahmendra Swami of

Dhawadshi, This revered Swami swayed the politica of

Baji Rao just as Shree Ramdas did those of Shivajee,

Both the Ewamies have entitled themselves to the great-

est respect of Maharashtra, There ate several original
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During his short regime, he enlarged the

boundaries of the Mahratta kingdom to an

enormous extent and from Delhi to the Tung

Bhadra his victorious spear was formed and

respected. The whole of his time was taken

up in the furtherance of his mighty schemes

and in this work he was unaided and alone,

The other cou: ja’s court were

Baji Rao and

hence much he to the onward

march of the M sx. The views of

Letters in Baji Rac’s

the Swami of Dhaw

Rao’s patriotic feeli

country men, his

Mogul tyranny may hon great amount of

certainty and intere ta0 was troubled by

his creditora at thi mea apparent from a

perusal of the letters. These letters indicate the bent

of Baji Bao’s supremely energetic policy and his

unequalled patriotism.

Baji Rao’a life-work is best summed up in the
follwing short but most significent sentence: “ aeta
aig ag reat SiR setae Fer weq ate caf
TATE g mqaa ques qa ya.” Vide Rajwade's Khand

7

im the possession of

rani these letters Baji

ox his religion and
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this Peshwa are discussed sometimes with

great force by the Peshwa himself in his letters

to the venerable saint Shree Brahmendra Swami

of Dhawadshi, who was to Bajl Rao what Shree

Ramdas Swami was to Shivajee. In short the

whole life of this Peshwa was spent in the field

and ia the service of the Mahratta cause which

he upheld and cagried ecess in the face of

open aad subters

of the Hindus az

deliverer of the

Baji Rao was su

his son Balajee Baji

of investiture fre

August 1740, 7

tion ag Peshwa

that were made by epposed to the
Peshwa. Raghujee ostle’ was the leader in

this affair, But through Chimnajee Appa's

influence and help, Balajee was at last success-

ful in assuming the office for which he was quite

fit, This Peshwa was more a statesman thana

soldier und his regime was preatly successful in

establishing the complete supremacy of the

Peshwa, while his conciliatory and prudent

eceived the clothes

in the mouth of

lajee’s recogui-

by the attempts



30 RANOJEE RAO SINDHIA.

nature obviated the rise of internal feuds for a

long time to come!,Raghuji Bhosale and others,

who were secret opponents of the Peshwa, were

wou over by Balajee by his tachful conduct and

were satisfied with his plans and arrangements

for the furtherance of the Mahratta Power.

Ranojee Rac continued to serve his master

as faithiully as b re. He served

the first three Py the good luck
to live to old | y suceess and

favoured by fort miperial transac-

(1) see “Vividka~. fer February 1917,
in which Mr. Govi: Surdesai discusses
Baji Rao’s career, ft ign of the times that
Mr. Surdesai haa spo. atively of the Peshwa
Baji Rao I. I dig rae, with regard to
cortain traits in & ter and I think Haji
Rao’s glorious Victories suecemenal success in

conquering large pre siiow that Baji Rao

was a soldier as weil ateamas, Asa statesman he
baffled the Pratinidhi’s views.

(2) In a letter, dated the 3rd September 1819,

Captain Stewart, the acting British political Resident at
Sindhia’s Court, writes as follows:-~ “Ranojee ia stated,

after he was promoted, to have carried with him care-

fully packed in a box a pair of the Peshwa’s old slippers

which he never ceased to regard with almost religious

veneration as the source of his rige”—

General Malcolm's Memoirs.
Central India P, 96 Vol, I.



RANOJERE RAO SINDHIA, 35

‘That Ranojee was Commander of a Paga

was admitted by our family tradition, but that

he was ever reduced to such abject poverty as

to resort to the occuptlon of slipper—bearer

was quite false, baseless and absured. ‘To be a

commander of the body-guard and a slipper-

bearer at one and..{8é Sause time was quite

incomprehensibi tellect.’’

Several causes 1s: signed to explain

Kao Sindhia to

Hi Rao owed his

i Malhar Rao

the very rapid zs

power. Some say

gteatness to ¢

Holkar, This is cé eit to understand

and seems to have zp of truth on its

face. What the veteran General SirJohn Malcolm
says with regard to the cause of Ranoji

Rao’s sitdden rise to power may deserve some

belief, because the General was closely con-

nected with the Maratha affairs and was, mores

over, like the good Mr. Elphistone thoroughly

acquainted with the course of Maratha History:
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He had more-over no reason to misrepresent

facts regarding great men and great events of
Maharashtra, According to the General then
the cause of Ranojee Rao’s sudden rise was

the occurance of a peculier incident on the

eccasion of the Peshwa Baji Rao’s visit to the

Maharaja Shahu Ch pati of Satara, 2

any Important

s with Shahu

£ securing his

It is stated th

political question

Chhatrapati wiih

sanction to the

detained in the pala

night. Ranojee :

wait outside the audis

slippers. Overcome lkep at that late

hour of the niget tbially faithful

Ranojee Rao lay down fast asleep ou the ground
with the Peshwa’s slippers held close to his

bosom. Coming out of the hall after the dis-

cussion of state affairs with the Chatrapatl,

ag, consequently,

ry late hour In the

a’s page had to

th his master’s

(1) Vide General Maicolm’s Memoire of Central India,

Vol. 1,, P. 116, The anecdotes are given in the Appendix

in full.
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Baji Rao saw Ranojee Sindnia in the same

condition as is described above. The Peshwa

was rejoiced beyond measure by such a touch+

ing sight, and in the excess of his joy was

heard to exclaim: ‘‘If this Ranojee Sindhia takes

so much care of my slippers, surely much

mote care he will 3 ingdom, " The

uext day Baji K jee Rao Sindhia

to an important ¢ fujur Paga and

from that day $ to gteatness by

rapid strides,

ause of Ranojee’s

the intercesslon

at this account, as

028 Hot appear to be true

In the Holkar’s

tise to power is

of Mulhar Rae

is already observed;

aud is at the same time not corroborated by any

weighty authoritv.! Moreover we never find

(1) Vide Mr. Atre’a “Dife of Malhar Rao Holkar”, p.

Mr. Atre haa taken a very discreet view of {the

matter. It would be enough to say that Malhar

Rao Holkar had no direct concera with Ranoji Rao’s

ise 80 power.
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Ranojee Rao acting at any time in subordinate

position under Mulhar Rao; nay, it is frequently

mentioned that Mulhar Rao and Ranojee Rao

held positions of equal importance, independent

of each other, under the Peshwa. The anec-

dote, which is already given on the authority

of General Sir Joh ig more worthy

of credence and! ime more celeu-

lated to have in .

to promote Ranw

and uncommon

bravery, had {sll ie selection made

by Baji Rao, . whose trusted

servants became, : ‘noticing, either
founders of greaticsintes or Important

personages in the Mahratta empire. The fact

that the Sindhias used to consider the Holkars

as their brothers is another strong ground to

doubt the veracity of the statement fhat Mulhar

Rao had any hand in the rise of Ranojee Rao,

for in that case the Sindhias would not have

taken so much liberty with their patron
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It may safely be sald that Malhar Rao Holkar

seems to have no serious hand in this matter

at all,

The times in which Ranojee Rao Hved were

happy Indeed, in-as-much-as genuine loyalty and

faithful service ever metwith their due reward

eat Baji Rao who

the unshaken

out any regard to

luring the service

# this Peshwa that

ao Holkar, the

o greatness and

ottant states Jn

wss ever ready

devotion of his sé

creed, caste, or co

and under the paire:

Ranojee Rao Sind

Powars, and many.

became founder

Central India,

Sir John Malcolm and Prince Bulyantrae

Bhaiya Scindia are diametrically opposed as

regards the position of Ranojee Rao as slipper—

bearer of the Peshwa,At this date more evidence

on this point is not likely to be orth-coming.

Prince Bulvant Rao Scindia’s argument is
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placed before the public along with the official

letter from Captain Stewart, British Resident at

Sindia’s Court. In our opinion this difference of

opinion is capable of solution by the frame of

mind of the devoutHindus of the 18th Century,

There is a worid~widexwdifisrence between the

present Hindu ;

time. The old

master as a father

of Rauojl Rao’s

eousidered his

iritad son of the

pto waa a brave

@. 0.8.1, 0.0.3, & % By ob ‘had (a very uncontral-

lable temper. He could not get on with anyone except

Maharajah Jayaji Rao, who had a warm regard for

Rao Sahib Apte, a soldier but no OCourtier. This

lao Sabib was not afraid of behaving indifferently to

Rao Rajah Sir Dinkar Rao and the Resident at

Gwalior, One day when Maharajah Jayajeo Rao called

hia page, none was present except Rao Sahib Apte who

was on guard near the Royal Bed Chamber. Rao Sahib
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That Ranoji Rao sindhla was an exceediugly

devout aud falthful Mahratta Is beyond the

pale vf doubt. When Bajirao came out after his

audience with the Rajah Shahu, it is probable

that this faithful Ranoji Rao, even though

employed in the Peshwa’ s body- guard, might

ah 8 mind aod was

His Hightiess perem

ao. With a laudss

recited the following |

STATA SEPA | ale
atareharay Keeyat: u

“ The giver of fs

calamity, the fathe i father, and the

preceptor ( Guru }—ihes: celled fathers.” It is

well-known throughout Gwalior that Rao Sahib Apte

was not « flatterer and Courtier but a soldier cap-a~pie

and cone would doubt that he said this to please the

Maharajah, for there was no need to do so. The old

Hindus carried grateful feelings to the end of their

lives. Hindus of the times of Ranoji Rao Sindhia ware-

somewhat different from Hindus of today.
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have placed the slippers before his master, whe

had undoubted ground to be pleased with the

faithful Ranoji Rao and who advanced Sindhia

‘since that day to higher posts with rapidity.

Under these circamstances, it is probable

that the devout and faithful Ranoji Rao Sindhia

might, even ii lex and not a page,

have begun to |

with reverence a:

no necessity te .

splitting with xg

absence of furth¢

stand—point the

deserves the a

Maharastra especia

for it is certainly no mean phenomenon to see an

a historical hair

his point in the

jewed from any

oji Rao Sindhia

in every way of

geserally of India,

otdinary soldier rise to the proud dignity ofa

prominent Sirdar of the mighty Mahratta Hm-

pire under the auspices of the great Baji Rao.

Ranojee Rao Sindhia’s death caused appar-

ently no great commotion. But it deprived
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Maharashtra at a critical time of an experlenced

commander, trained under the great Bajl Rae

and fully acquainted with the military tactics

that ensure success in the field of battle, Had

he lived a few years more, the troubles with

the Rajputs would have been elther nipped in

the bud or would. hs: : gigriously settled In

a satisfactory ad three sons

from Minabal w married to him

viz, Jayappa, Bait otiba, From his

informal marrlage mabel, he had two

sons, Mahadji aus :

of an intrepid

edingly religious

Ranoji Rao

nature, He posse

(1) Saranjame’s History of the Sindhia family, page 12,
Raoji Pendse, who was intimately connected with the

Peehwa’s Daftar and whose knowledge of the Mahratts

affairs was duly appreciated by all his contemporaries,

mentions that Chimabai was Rajput by caste and that

she was informelly married to Ranoji Rao Sindhia,

Mr. BH. B. Bhalerao told me that she was a Mahratta

woman,
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bent of mind, He was high-minded and gene~

tous and frank and free in his behaviour. His

intimate friendship with Malhar Rao Holkar

arose from their belug thrown together in the

field and from acongeniality of their disposition,

It 1s certainlys.difficult- to believe that Ranojil

Rao courted Matha dolkar’s frlendship

through greed suite, as mene

Honed by Gene his Memoirs of

Central India,

Saranjame’s “ His

connection. In the

reasons for disbelieving the

owed. his rise to Malhar Rao Holkar, Both of them

were Sirdars of the Peshwa and quite independent of

each other and under the circumstances there appeare

no valid reason for a belief that the friendship between

Ranoji Rao Sindhia and Malhar Rao Holker had its

origin in greed. I believe their friendship to be quite

disintereated.
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his Saranjami Jagheer territory, yielding an

income of about sixty lakhs, of which annually

he had to send some amount to the Peshwa’s

Durbar after defraying the expense of civil and

military administration, Baji Rao I had ap-

pointed Ramchandra Baba Shenwi,! who was

originally a Kulkar :

Dewar. to Ranoji

ugeble position, as

nd this selection

reflected great cr

by the civil adzi

proper hands,

eshwa, as theres

was entrusted to

(1) Ramehandra

notice, as he has cu

tion of the State affair exceedingly attached

to Sadushiva Chisauall, ew of Baji Rao I and

gave one third of his estate to Sadashiva Rao, ordinarily

known as the “ Bhow ” of Panipat fame. The “ Bhow ”

greatly appreciated this affectionate gift from Ram-

chandra Baba, though the “ Bhow * waa certainly not in

want of it. The“ Baba’ was to the “ Bhow ” what

Sakharam Bapu was to Raghoha Dada, the Victor of the

Panjab.

ves some detailed

are in the transao-



46 RANOJEE RAO SINDHIA,

The Peshwa Balajl Baji Rao recognised

Jayappa alias Jayaji Sindhla, the eldest legi-

timate son of Ranoji Rao Sindhia, as successor

to the Saranjama.!

(1) Little did Ranoji Rao dream that hia valiant sons

would have to sacrifice their lives for the Mahratta cause

and that the great Meshes the offspring from

an informal connec lady, would have

to wreak vengeance ¢ ‘and the Rohillas,

while carrying owt t illustrious Peahwa

Madhav Rao I, who 'y xesolved to retrieve

the Mahratta power & ; ar the Panipat disaster

of 1761. Vide “Tho the Moguls” in this

connection, Page ** Life of Mabadji

Sindbis” by the Han’ atu, B. A., LL. B,
Mr, H. G. Keene's vidwe;: Be:

often times at variance with those of the Mahratta

writers,“ Tag ara Tort ITE a Reng ar: Ti

anata Figen aver TEA, ae aTsitcat Beater fare ae.”

Ohaerbed elsewhere, are
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APPENDIX.

Semin” een

(a) In 1724 A. D., Ranojee Rao greatly

distinguished himself in the important battle

near Burhanpore, in which Bajl Rao inflicted a

severe defeat on Niz ~mulk. A party of

the Marathas was fit of being over-

whelined by ti en Ranojee Rao

instantly led a ge against the

Moguls and disper

(4) In the “ Lif

the author make

Ranojee Rao Sind

Lt

kshi Jiwaba Dada,

ng teference to

Tg Tar BHAA. g. aEMie

erdla oH ged did. cali CSA qorzET TE Feqae
aera aya card astaaiae gaivindat qera Agen ax

(1) Vide General Sir John Malcolm’s Memoirs of

Central India Vol. I, Page 96 (Calcutta Edition of 1890),

Malcolso’a ancdote is more worthy of credence than the

above=ventioned story. It is, however quite probable

that the good Ramchandra Baba might have recom-

mended Ranoji Rao to the Peshwa,
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Ask. ge ce etal ashaaete a Tady qa GeNTETATHE

weqares Ts ge AY int TA As BNET. TeqTEPat-

GT TATA IT TAU Teen WEE ons. at Tosh alias a

wall tear fsieer aaa, Tea qrammgiat asa

Oa sHzegr enka; ate ait TRS. aa ai vie carit areh-

TAMA TET MES, “ et GET aTTATel Aout any. Ber

waits GIR Bort ate Ree ala. Ged."

This account js. ith the anecdote

mentioned by # Malcolm and

Captain Grant storian of the

Marathas. We -¢ into an exhaus+

tive discussion as far Ramchandra

Baba is concerned ge of Ranojee Rao

Sindhia, It wou e point out that

all accounts are, noanimous in

the beiief that Ra ncommion attach-

ment and devotion ater, the Peshwa

Baji Rao, led to his rise and that the immediate

cause that arrested Baji Rao’s attention was the

shoe incident, a touching sight, which greatly

influenced the sympathetic heart of Baji Rao.!

(1) That Ranoji Rao was, formally or informally, a page

to Baji Rao waa known to Mahadji Sindhia, as the follow-

ing incident would point out. Nana Fadnavees arrang-
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We have already referred to Baji Rao’s being

above the prejudices of caste and colour and

our readers. would. be delighted to see that the

great Peshwa is rightly praised for this noble

trait In his heroic character. On this point, 1 the

ed that a procession should start from Shanwar Wada
and that in this precession all Sirdars, Officers, ete,

would walk on lost bel ant of the Peshwa

Sawai Madhav & davis thought that

‘Mabad)i Sin.dhia woti be could not walk a

great distance. Wit ence of mind, which

Nana must have ac di: Sindhia took up

the Peshwa occupied

the Ambari on the ol followed his master,

occupying the seat. bind the Peshwa in

the Ambari. The chawasi is, indeed,

honourable. Mak #won the day.

(1) See in thia cont pri “* Life” of Ram-

chaudra aba in “ Saraswat itatna Mala”. It is remark-

able that during Baji Rao’s regime he never tried to

advance the interests of his caste fellows at the cost of

others acd hence itis that Baji Rao, like Shivaji, is

considerad as a national hero, Shivaji snd Baji Rao

were the deliverers of the Llindu race from the tyranny

of the Moguls and it is but right that they should have

nothing of the petty sectarian spirit which is found in

some successful men of lower calibre,



50 APPENDIX,

author of the ‘‘ Life’ of Jiwaba Dada Bakshi

says as follows:—

attra aa at ates stax, aalftars

ata cath qens saa go ata. azar arcaidte

atdat adh asata ga: sradtot ancl tel, sre arora
area angi. & ge SER, SY eran fafins ante

Rie donut ae

sit apa Aes :

he conquered terri-

d the Narmada

Ranojee Rao’s §

toties between th

was as described

“ anpdg aa ee ae ABTA STAT TA

aizogr Reqr. Fa ise, GH See Wee adi ane wed. gig

qrzeftar annie adisart:— sista es (wer), HE 22H,

HSRT VN, FT TA Lo Awan sa Tay aaa aiza

feet.” 1

(1) The civil administration waa, it will be seen, in
Ramchandra Baba’s hands and in as sound a condition

as was possible at the time and under the circum-

stances.
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(c) The following extract is quite to the

point in this connection: ‘‘ The humble em-

ployment of Ranoji Rao was to catry the

Peshwa’s slippers; but being near the person

of the chief minister of an empire in any capa:

city, is deemed an honour in India. The

tise from the lowestfrequent instan

to the highest ra

seek such statics obable that ambi-

ed the principal

ome, in the first

espectability to

tion, not indigex

officer of a villa

instance, the meu,

nath’’—Page 95

of Ballajee Vishwa-

Meinoir of Centrnt Vol I, by Maleolm,





By the same Author.
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Public § Press Opinion about the “Bhagwat Gita.”

© The book under review is really a valuable aid to

the appreciation of the beauties of the song celestial.

The Book has been ably written and deserves a wide
yO

sale.

"1 1937 Hiwavava.

“Mr. urway’s ©: whole breathes a

apirit of religious » i patriotism and will

no doubt, infuse a syi int enquiry in the mind

of Young, india whos; ly. uddreases and who
are apprised of the ag sight of their

priceless heritage ation for modern

science und moders phi

-~—New Inpra, Mapras,

“Thie is a valuable publication. I¢ awakens deep

interest in the mind of the reader. The author's ample

references to the various modern critical studies of the
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Gita and his earnest appeal for a harmonisation

of different religions on the basia of its synthetic

teachings form, no doubt, very instructive features

of his book. ”

—Prasvoua Baarar Mayavares Himanayas,

“Mr, Burway presents a non-sectarian and harmonia

ing character of the Gite

tive spirit. He 4

Yery devout and spprecia-

aesectarian character

wid up a new andshould be used as a

undivided Hinduiass;

to be in the hands of

eminently deserves

aman,”

— Usire ys Srares, Mapras,

“A critieal editié

The work is written

good.”

acholar is welcome.

ad tha get-up is

—ne Hispu Mappas.

“The author maintains that the Gita is an exposition

of the Adwaita philosopby as taught in the Upanishadas

and by Shankaracharya, At the same time itis aa full

of practical wisdom as of speculative law. The auther

strongly criticises the views of Pandit Tatwabhu-

shana on the teachings of the Gita and the hiatori-
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city of Shri Krishna, and exhorts his readers not to be

influenced by shallow criticisms of foreiga critics and

their Indian followers. The auther rightly deplores

caste dissensions and pointa out that they are inconsia-

tent with the lofty principals of the Gita. The Intro-

duction will repay perusal by all interested in Hindu

religion and philosophy. The text isin bold Deonagari

Type and the tranalatios i readable,”’

EVIEW, Maprag,

aw of the “ Glimp-

dant philosophy”, by

i an ably condacted

Tn an appreciative

ses of the Bagwat Gi

Mr: M. W. Burway, &

Magazine of Allahats

Fay TIE AST Sy Ge

sera wud ca geraal Ge de ae wa wah

gana seta aaa ot stare Saat ae ae ae

wea & we ata Falah dered &. a ae Ta
FO ARH Ela f, AM We A Sy. We wT et We wA-

am a ae are a are ate ara aa zee ar ga Ala-
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BMT sree] Sen. ara aE fay aga Aare aT 2, afer

Tt ard ae gen ag, Fa Gerea aterat aay,

BUTE AAT, HMA Tasers Teer anf arai freer

araey frye, awa ste ATS gets we are =.”

—Sanaswatr January 1917 Avcanapan,

The leading Ma:

Vistar says:—

Vividhba Dnvan

“fq, ae art gee

Ea ATTN 2 Ge

In addition to theae 6 om the leading papers

aud Magazines the

Burway enjoys the

like Mr. B. G. Tilia ky eh

Faprn at. 4, LL Db. Memb

Dr. Te] Babadur

déVepal Council and many

others. The venerable and learned Pandit Kanhere

Shactree made a very favourable reference to Burway’s

“ Bhagwat Gita ” on the 28th April 1917 before a very

large audience in the Shree Datta Temple Indore City,

thereby refuting the groundless remarks of Mr, V. G

Apte regarding the interpretation of the 66th sloke of

the 18th Chapter of the Bhagawat Gita,
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“ An interesting study of the Divine song with Sans-

krit text giving evidence of great scholarship and

sesearch.”

~~ Hasa & Was” Way 1917, Sica.

“Mr. M. W. Burway, the Small Vause Court Judge

st Indore is, to say the least, an ingatiable reader aud a

voluminous writer, No subject but itis at Mr, Barway’s

fingers ends, But fis pet subject, Hia

very extensive Intr brushes aside all

irreverent thinkers a and places before

our mental eye im fut raslodious song. Mr.

Gurway is thinker w hut up disagreement

im the regicu of thoug ay jaa loyal patriot

who would wield ails smlities tm India

int. aa orgenised whi quarrels, amall and

yreat, to the winds aut {under the banner of

the Krishua Gita. His > ry ice. In is smooth

Celightiul reading to all that have faith and feeling,

The book delighted us in a way.

Mr. Burway’s is a labour of love, It has given peace of

mind to him It bas given peace of mink to us, May the

game blessinys be showered upon all. ”

.-Ixpu Praxase, Bowsay Apri 25ra 1917.
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“ Mr, Burway is a reverent student of the philosophy

of Bhagawat Gita and has brought to bear on ita exposi-

tion a scholarship of no mean order. His book is lucid

and inatructive. We trust there would soon be a second

edition of this very useful work.”

—Hinposran Review, Jowe 1917, Avcamapan,



‘The Mahrattas and the Moghals. ”

ee

The opinions of the Press.

In a lending Article the “ Bengalee ” says:—

eee . Mr. Burway degieavith hose causes which led

hidden impulsea

the establishment

very interesting read-

tally to every true

ia which he shows

-~Inou Puakaso, Bonar.

«This little historical work is the embodiment of labo-

rious and “critical research on the part of the learned
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author............We commend the book to the notice of

our educated countrymen......”

~-Tas Amr Bazar Parnika, CaLcurra.

“ weeeeeT he Louk will be very uscful to overy student

of Indian History and to those who wonld like to trace

the causes which lead to the decline and full of seme of

of the mort glorious. anch Jeadid empires in the

world......6

inpu, Mapras

“a An excelles

The book display: eo

. great sabject.....

uiyy and an apprecia-

ble research anid is eontibutica to the

literature of the subj

WwW, ALLANALAD.

“ adustry und research

and what is more a ju portion with regard

tothe treatment of the various phases of Mahratta

Rulevscecene”

—Inoian Review-—Maoras.

awcccas. We have no hesitation in commending the

little work as it is both original and instructive......”

- Unirep Inpra An Narive States, Mapras.
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“saeeeeeeeA briof but luminous historical production...

--As « popular record of the great struggle between

the Moghals and the Mahrattas, this little book ia bound

to win permanent recognition in historial literature. The

author 6 happy marshalling of details fer the popular

mind and his apt ready quotitions [rom anthorities

eoustitute admirable. 3 of thie interesting

production.

- Prapopnea ‘yt, ( [ymanayas }

thuugh short, histories

of the struggle is 6 M WS. Purway,b oa,

Judge of the Small TOUT, ccceeeee li. is an

enlarged editioa of & History published

by the author some t¥ ow A Jeatuve of the

book in the wide rangi “of “aubheriie: the aothor has

coosul'ed in ita preparation. ”

~~-Trn Bombay Coronioie,

6 ol eeeeee % U. a. uray eae easita

RUS Saar MRS EZ ge dau qddat Tea

[an

MISS, AS A ETE ATA RIG TR. TT
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Pegerra ae asia qa Sutqe ona, ala te Tear

RN Vas aa aia fauatiqa as *es, f area

aes Has Se ata aa uv. a. 2 onda, wae

aredt wicm adren Ae a Wai. gata. a. vt ae

ata Hea HiT Tae Gers @ Raa: eT saad

aes Utes Se we aoe aed Uta

star, Bom sar,
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" Life of Rao Rajah Sir Dinkar Rao, K. C. 8. I.

ee

Opinions of the Press.

“(eases Mr, M, W. Burway has made a valuable contri-

butioa to Indian Historical literature by compiling a

life of Rao Raja O.8. 1, that grea

Prime Minister of ¢ ‘the British Empire

ebellion of 1857..."from deing split on

Paexasn, Bowpay,

lero bighty in i ad isetructive Life......

The biography is ful ample evidence in

© author has gone to

tiaia of his work. It

is ove of best Indian biographies we have como

~-Unitep Inpia & Narive Staves, Mapas,

“We commend this book for perusal to all lovera of

Indiau History and Officers in [ndian States......... "

Javast Pratap Gwalior.
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‘ seeseeeee A Short but well written biography........lt

is evident from a perusal of the book under review that

the task of putting before the public a popular story of

this great Life could not have been undertaken by abler

ay

hands.........

-~Prapuppis Ruanat, Mayawati ( Himauayas )

diver of the greatSv eeeees We hope

Indian statesman w u bringing outa

fresh and revised cli evesting work...”

& Wrst, Bompay.

“The complaic that there are few

good biograpni xt indians who

have moulded the their Motherland

during the period British rule. One

who therefore succesefally removes this reproach

does a real service alike to Indo-Aylian literature

as to the rising generation of educated Indiana,

In this group of patriotic Tndians we should

place Mr. M. W, Burway whose interesting vork

on Maratha Hiatory we appreciatively noticed
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some tirae back. His Life of Raja Sir Dinkar Rao—

the distinguished Mahratta Statesman, famous as

the Prime Minister of Gwalior~-is an excellent

biovrapay of a great and noble Indian—well-written

and suygestive—and is not only interasting but

instructive, ”

. itevme=w, Aiatiapap.
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