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His ExckEuLency THE VICEROY'S MESSAGE TO THE FIRST
MEETING oF THE Heantu Survey axp DEVELOPMENT
ComMiITTEG HELD IN Naw Deut on THE 26Tm OcToBER
1043,

T very much regret that it is impossible for me to be
present to address you at your first meeting aud personally
to wish you success in your important tusk.

In the most highly organised countries of the world a

large-scale system of social services guards the health of the

community, The Maternify and Child Welfare Service,

the school’clinic, and the sickness insurance plan—all

backed by well-equipped hospitals and highly qualified

medicul n-en---prevent and cure disease in the individual,

Through local authorities, and under the ‘various statutes

governing work in factories. provision is mude for environ-

mental hysiene. There ure schemes of slum clearance and

rehousing. The supp! and food are competently

supervised, and cont over domestic and

industrial wastus. | the list; but I must

add that behind the & ta is, in the advanced

vountries to which Tc ad network of research

organisations.

ie

uly a small part of the

} acknowledge — the

ons of great difficulty,

of India -that heavy

“aural countries whose

In India we have ¢

road towards Nutlion

devoted work done, of

in this fieli; nor do I

disability svhiceh ies a

populations are large ji vidual holdings of land

are small. But L have at given guidance from
i Committee such as this, :uid a determination to attack

the problem, we gan do much more than has hitherto been

thought possible.

beny

Tt is rot for me to uttempt to guide you in your deli-
berations, but T may perhaps outline some o’ the questions

which have oeeurred to me during the past two years. In
our cities we have slums which ave a disgrace to a civilised

country. Slueh has be en done-by some of the Improvement

Trusts—partieularly in Caleuttu— to remove the worst of
the slum dwellings and to introduce light and air. But have
we yet faced the gigantic task, of rehousing the slum
dwellers it such a way and vide such supervision that
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they will not relapse into their original condition? The
financial implications of any rehousing scheme in; which
the displaced population cannot afford to pay something

like an economic rent are very great and I am uware of all

the difficulties. But is it not Finig for us at least to face
the problem und to see what can be done about it? Again,
although in some of our cities we have excellent water-

supply and sanitary system, in others little has yet been
done to produce hygienic conditions. Then there is malaria,

the universal scourage, which probably causes more ill-
health and inefficiency than any other one factor in the

health field. Have we yet mathe sufficient use of the

admirable work of the Malaria Institute? Could insecticides

be made from Indiun-grown muterials onsa scale and at a
cost which would render their nation-wide use possible?

Could not more be doug t ide protective materialsa—

such as mosquito nettiy mutlo wire-—and could
not these things be 3 cule in Indix? The

average family. may them, but their use
could undoubtedly ertainly need: more

maternity and child more school clinics,

and more qualified med n far preventive aud for

curative medicine. Wi are there of improving

the medical and heat! : the villages? Can

médical men be attré villages as private

practitioners? Why iz ifficulty in establish-
ing an adequate nurs vo other points which

occur to me are the pa improving the production

of home-grown drugs, fox the development of

research organisations in addition ta those we already have.

I have stated these questions not because I believe

that they cover the whole ground, but because they show

how the defects in our present orgaiiisation’ strike a layman
who has not in the past been directly conriected in his work

with the medical and public health administration of the

country. Your tusk will be to cover the ground as

adequately ag you can, and 1 have no doubt that in doing

so you will not neglect the experience gained and the results

achieved in other countries—especially those whose

economy is comparable to that of India.

In conclusion I should like to express appreciation of

the public spirit which has inspired you at considerable

persona!’ self-sacrifice to undertake this heavy task. I shall

watch with deep interest the progress of your enquiries and

T wish you all success in your labours..
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His ExcenLency THE VICEROY’S REPLY TO THE ADDRESS OF

WELCOME PRESENTED BY TITE NEW Deni MUNICIPAL

ComMMITVER ON Satvrpay, THE SOrTH Octonkr 1948.

Mr. Bryant, Mrs. Sumer Chand and Gentlemen,—

Her Excellency and I, though by no means straugers 10

your city, have been entrusted since we left Delhi with

new and hevvy responsibilities which we hud never expected

would -fall on us, and in these eurly days we are much

heartened by vour very friendly welcome. It mexuns more

to us than you may reulise that we should be uble to go

torward in the certainty thaut we have the goodwill and can

rely on the co-operation of the citizens of the capital city

of India.

I cun. assure you that Her Excellency and I will take

the keenést interest in SN ihi. We are conscious of

the very valuuble suppeee pedyravement which you

received from Loré at ow and of the signal

service rendered by in initiating and
executing his anti-mala Subject to the limita-

tions imposed by war ¢ will tind us no less will-
ing to help, and we are b {to find vou so anxious
to improve essential servi those of education and
medical relief.

You. speak of tl

maintaining the distri

water. The Governra

special importunce of the

need arises will do all that they

ing supplies of essential materials.

have experienced in

for eleetricity and

anise, naturally, the

Nev Delhi and if the

a ussist vou in obtain-

J can essure you that Her Excellency and I are ab one
with you in the matter of the removal after the war of
temporary buildings. You will -tecollecs that Lord
Linlithgow gave you an assurance on behalf of the Govern-
ment of India.

Jt is natural that there should be anxiety .about the
requisitioning of houses and one cannot but. symputhise
with those whose personal interests have to be, subordinated
to the necessities of war. The Government 'of India do
not propose, unless new unforeseen commitments arise, to
resort to any further extensive requisitioning in consequence
of the coming of the South-East Asia Commind, though
they do fird it necessary to take up some of the larger
houses for the accommodation of the more senior officers of
the: Comm ind.



The great expansion of the population of New Delhi has

inevitably created ditiiculties over supply of household

commodities ineludjng fuel and food but the Government

of India, like yourloeal administration, are alive to the
dangers and I think vou can rest assured that such

ussistunce us you need will be forthcoming.

Tam determined to get to know mere of Delhi and the

surrounding country, and my deep anxiety ubout Bengal,

which T have just visited, and about the other distressed

areas of Juda. will not, LT hopes preclude ame from interegt-

ing myself in more fortunate areas nearer home. On my

wife you enn always rely, as she proved when I was

Commander-ur-Chief, to give her tine and = her aetive

support to good causes. We both thank you most warmly

for your address and look forward to further contacts, and

to joint endeavours in future

His Excentency Tre ¥

PRESENTED TO UEM

THE Norti-WeEs?

2771 NOVEMBER [ff

“% TO THE ADDRESS

SG REPRESENTATIVES OF

OVINGCE aT PESHAWAR ON

Gentlemen,—lTt ¢

receive a welvome on {

Frontier Provinee. Yor

an affectionate plice kt I served for three

years as a voung officer uw nearly 40 years ago,

and Dhave always looked back on those yeargius some of the

pleasantest of my life. 1] owas young and had few

responsibilities and cures vid ny interests were in soldier-

ing and sport. [ was in a country of munly people of tine

spirit and physique, whe also liked sport and soldiering,

and whom L hiked aud admired. So that I have always

looked back to those dayy with special pleasure. Since

then T have seen much of your soldiers, both in the last
Great War and in this, in which they have served under me

with much distinction.

special pleasure — to

we of the North-West

people have long held

I made one short visit here as Commander-in-Chief
more than two yeurs ago. Now | revisit the ‘scene. of

which T have happy and carefree memories, as Viceroy,

with very yreat responsibilities and cares.

IT have admired the stendiness of this Provinee under

the stress of war and the wise leadership of your
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distinguished Governor. T thank yo. for the very sub-

stantial contribution you have made in men, money and

material towards the prosecution of the war, which is now,

after many vicissitudes, beyinuing to draw to a victorious

close.

I wate) with great interest the work of your Ministry

under provincial autonomy. You uppreciate, I am sure,

that thouga your Province is approximately self-sufficient

in fuodgrains, there must be wr all-India food policy, and

that economy is no less essential where there is a surplus

or self-sufficiency than where there is shortage.

Ithin'y you may rest assured that the interests of the

Frontier Province will not be overlooked in the svhemes

tor post-war development or in recruitment to the Central

Services.

e Subvention to the

be increased. But

ditiiculties over revis-

a the Centre and the

J cake note of ve

North-Wert Frontiers

you will realise there

ing the firancial-orrary

Provinces.

Gentlimen, | that for the warm welcome

you have given me. | fe could have been here

to see _ something of a } weople of which she has
often head me spe! give you my best

wishes for the peace of your Province and

for vour health rand p
Tam afraid that 7 ig oiion practically all the

Pushtu which vour fellow citizen, Ahmed

Jan, taught me nearly 40 years ago; but ut least I have
always remerubered the sitnplest and best of all greetings:

‘May you never be tired.”’

His EXecwuLency THe VICKROY'S SPEECH AT THE ANNUAL

MEEtING oF THE AssoclAaTED CHAMBERS oF COMMERCE,

CaLcuTta, ON Monpay, tHe 20TH DrcemRer 19438,

f thank you for your cordial welcome und good wishes.
My wife and I] ver vouch reerct that we ure unable this
year to make the visit of some weeks/to Caleuttn which the
Viceroy has usually done at this period. You will, I am
sure, appreciate the reasons. Our house has been handed
aver to the RA.F. and my many preoccupations make me
at present something of a bird of passage outside Delhi.



T should like to begin this my first public speech as
Viceroy by acknowledging again the services rendered to

me in the Middle Mast during the early part of the war,

not only by Indisn troops but by Indian industry, which

supplied so many: of our pressing needs. T can well

remembe? the spit. of co-operation and helpfulness with

which our demands on Indie were always met. There is

no doubt that Indian hely saved the Middle Mast at a

critical time and thus Inid the foundation for our successes

of 1943 in the Mediterranean area.

Indian troops nre still contributing to the security of

the Middle Mast, und ure plaving a distinguished part in the

hard fighting which is now tuking place in Italy.

Tt was, as you may imagine, a grent regref to me to

have to give up ny cor the troops in udia after

just two yerrs in tha wohave in General

AuchinJeck. who su vho enjoys the con-

fidence and estectn fing services, but of

all sections of the pear th British und Indian.

Under his commund ndia will be organised

and trained for an even | tant task than ever, the

final defeat of Japan.

You have bad ais

promptitude and effict

providea tu the Civil

iu Bengal of | the.

av in the help it has

he food emergency.

We have all suite iss by the death of Sir

John Herbert. 1 kuawes pdt have no doubt you

realise that his determination not to leave his post and to

carry on with his work atva time when bis health was caus-

ing him serious trouble ‘contributed largely to the fatal

breakdown, which was also aggravated by his ucute anxiety
about the troubles of Bengal, whicy-+he Toresaw some months

ago. He was u great gentleman gallant and upright,

whose kindness and friendship T valued highly.

Sir Thomas Rutherford was given a most difficult task

by having to take charge of Bengal in such difficult circum-
stances at very short notice, and you rightly appreciate
what he has done in these circumstances.

Progress of the War.

Like Mr. Burder. 1 propose. to contine myself to a few
subjects, the most pressing that we have to deal with at the
present time.
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The prosecution of the war is uaturally the most

important The United Nations have had so striking a run

of successes during the last year. in) Russia, in the

Mediterranean, in the Battle of the Atlantic against
U-boats, in the air offensive against Germany, and in

the counter-oflensiv? against Japan in the — south-

west Pacitic, tiat we have «almost come to feel
disappointed and aggrieved if we are not served up with a

fresh victory at least once a day.

There is a well-known quotation from Horace. which

SAYS acquam--wemento -rebua int arduis servere mentem—

keep your head when in difficulties. Lis next}lines are not
perhaps so well-known; wan -aecus in bonis ab inaolenti

temperatam tactitia-—refrain from excessive rejoicing when

things are going well. We observed the first precept in

our bad times, we are possib some danger of forgetting

the second now that thé g well.

To some of you war during the last

month or so has proba , In comparison with

the summer rate; you & er that we ure just

passing through the sea oest Weathdr for opera-

tions in Kurope; when ¢ has not vet frozen hard

in Russia and the roads ‘¢; when winter storms

ure sweeping Italy a: sen; and when fog

is apt to Linder ow h against Germany.

The raling faets operations in trans-.

portation, and in such transportation problem

becomes more ucute thea aver the swiftness of

the Russion advances has increased the difficulties — of
supply aud transportation. while the Germans are nearer

their bases.

We have every reason for sober confidence ino a
victorious outcome of the war in Europe in a nob too

distant fumre; bat how far distant that future is cannot
yet be determined, While the progress of wars depends
on transportation, their end depends alwave on morale,
The morale of the German amuy is certainly still high, but
thut of the German people must be, to say the least of it,
causing Hitler and the Nazi leaders an aching of the head:
and a sinking of the heart. ,

But the end of the war in the west is no more than the
beginning of the war in the east on a scale required — to
bring about the defeat and unennditional surrender of
Japan, The importance of the easteri war not only to the
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east, but to tho whole world and to the future of civilisation

still needs to be brought home to some, There can be no

security, economic or military, until Japan is as thoroughly

defeated as Germiuny. It is not a matter of decovering lost
portions of the British Iimpire cr dividends in oil and

rubber, it is the repulse of barbarism by civilisation which

is at stake. ‘The peuce and happiness of the world depend

on a complete und speedy Jiquidation of Japanese ambitions.

The victories of General MacArthur's forces in the

south-west Pacific, the fighting here on the Indian frontier,

and the resistance of our Chinese allies, have not only

halted the Japanese advance but have ulready begun to

thrust it back. The process will be continued and greatly

accelerated. ‘he enemy has tried to gain comfort and to

make propaganda from slowness of the allied counter.

offensive. All such grent re apt to be slow at first

but as they gain ino esistance is weakened,

they sweep forward

I am sure that a

established South-Fo

leader, Admiral Lotd
commanders and sta

gathering under him.

The establishinen

uccess to the newly-

nd, to its inspiring

Graiten, and to the able

} American, who are

j

>mmuaud to control

the offensives aginst does not of course

in any way lessen wt it enhances it.

India hus to be orgnu as for a mightier force of

warships, armies and ; : than has ever before

been gathered, in the Fist. “We hail have ships, men
and material in plenty. The difficulty will be to find space

in our ports, on our airfields, on our railways and in our

depdts to accommodate them.

The war effort and preparations we have already made

have placed severe strains upon our national economy, and

we must take steps to make this stable to support the

strains of next yeur.

The Food Problem.

The food problem must be our first concern. I do not
- propose to enter here into long consideration of how we

reached our present difficulties: our business is not to look
back but to look uhead.

Briefly, the main elements in the situation are these.
India as a whole is normalty ahuost self-sufficient in the
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principal foodgrains. But the: majority of Indians are

certainly under-nourished rather than over-nourished, s0

that there is no margin or possibility of tightening the belt

in an emergency. Also the production of food in India is

not evenly distributed, and the producers are mainly small

men farming on a subsistence basis. The position was one

which might easily be dislocated by an.unexpected shock.

The entry of Japan into the war, ond our reverses in

Malaya and Burma, which brought the war to the borders

of India, provided the shovk. Anxiety about the out-

come of the war, and the loss of our rice imports from

Burma caused the smal! farmer to hold more of his crop

than usual, and the ordiuary consumer. to buy more than

he really needed for immediate consumption. Lack of

consumers’ goods was a contributory factor to the tendency

to hold on to food. dn. shut frst main cause was a

widespread loss of ¢9 was natural enough,

and in itself quite int

Unfortunately the:

people who are not»

advantages for themsel#

assurance of their daily &

out scruple to muke roar

the misery and death

doubtedly hourding avy

such people. So tha

greed.

The third was the d#fe -gvercoming the tendency
of each Province, division or district to treat food as a
local matter instead of as an all-India problem; in distribut-

ing food over vast distances; and in establishing contro!

over prices. This was an immense problem of administra-

tion, for which the additional resources required were not

easily available. It is smull wonder that some mistakes

were made in assessing the problem and in devising means

to deal with it.

In Bengal, the above main causes were aggravated by
the natural disasters of evclone und floods; by nearness
the war; by the poverty of communications; and by the
sparseness of the administration due to the permanent land
settlement.

ees

as in other countries,

a were thinking of

erent from a mere

ig woreiprepared with-

sod scarcity, careless of

use, There was un-

2a large-scale by

n factor was human

”

I should like to express my deep sympathy to the
people of Bengal on the sorrows that have fallen on so large
a portion of «a frugal hard-working population. . This
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disaster has struck those least able to bear it, and the
principal sufferers have been the wenkest—the children,

the women, the old men. It is the duty of us all not only

to lessen their present sufferings but to take such steps us

will ensure that such suffering does not occur again.

I have tried to out)ne"the main elements which led us

to the present position. The main remedies are obvious;

to restore general confidence; to deal sternly with those who

attempt to withhold food from the people for purposes of

undue profit; and to arrange fér eauitable distribution over

India of the available food at a reasonable price.

It is with the last of these aims that L want to deal in

a little more detail. .

The first thing te get-elser: is that food is not a

provincial problem; it, (ia and even a world

problem, India must he needs, and the.

other countries of the xonwealth, and the

United States, are pr st tojimport food to

supplement her own 5B ui if by administra-

tive negligence we ure ask for more net from

abroad than we really ave expecting other

countries, whose people » rationed and whose

prices are properly deny themselves

unnecessarily, and fc: swhich are urgently

required for direct wa 48) is our plain duty to

set up an efficient food : m3 xoore or Jess uniform

throughout the country. “Ti we failito do so, we may cause

distress in other :ountries, and prolong the eastern war.

The policy accepted by the Central Government is that

recommended by the Foodgrains Policy Committee of last

summer. The object is to ensure that foodgrains are avail-

able in adequate quantities all over the country at prices

which will give the producer a fair, even a generous profit,

and at the same time place food within the means of the

poorest consumers. We must not aim to depress prices in

favour of the town so as to deprive the agriculturist, who

is the backbone of, India’s economy, of a profit which will
encourage him to grow the maximum amount of food crop;
but he must not be greedy or he will cause distress amongst
his less fortunate brethren. The middleman is entitled to

no more than a reasonable profit on his work; he cannot be

allowed to make a fortune out of the cultivator’s labour
and the labourer’s poverty.
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Key points in our plan are full rationing in the larger

towns and control of prices, both backed by adequate

administrative arrangements. As Mr, Burder has said,

you cannot contro! prices by the mere issue of paper noti-

fications.

I muy say here in purenthes's that I hold personal

touch a tar better solvent for any problem of Government

than papers ‘As a militury commander I tried never to

issue instructions on paper where L could visit my

suberdinate commanders and dissuss operations with then

face to face; and J encouraged my staff to do the same.

So far as possible, I] hope to follow similar principles in

civil administration,

You can control food — prices only if every dealer

from the village up to fhe gitig. qarket and down again to,

the retail shopkeeper i: onal supervision and

inspection, if the pre Hons of Government

are rationally conduc ments are strictly

regulated.

It is said by suuse

and impossible in India

very necessary and quit

difficulties of the pu

Madras and Bombay

Cochin, have kept the

and by vontrol of privé

which are in deficit, ste: » dictated these controls.

In surplus Provincés “thé “eaBircls are necessary — to

enable India to be as self- -supporting us possible. and to
stand the strain both of war and of the immediate post-

war period, when the world food situation 1s likely to be

tighter even than now. Sind, the DPunjab, the United

Provinces, and the North-West Frontier Province have

recognised the need, and have patriotically subordinated

their provincial interests to the interests of India.
Actually, India’s interest are their interest, since on this

food problem we must stand or fall as a whole.

Measures are being taken to introduce urban rationing

all over India, and a system of price control uniform — for

groups of Provinces. These measures will take a little

time. We shall need all the support we car get from public

opinion. and from the press. If all people could be induced

to realise that war shortages must be evenly distributed,
and that those who think only 5f themselves and _ their

autioning is unnecessary

ionsense. It is both

Tu spite of all the

Provinces such as

ch us Travancore and

x contro] by rationing

© Provinces and States,
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profits are despicable and unpatriotic we should make a4

great step forward.

We have a food policy for India as a whole. Io am

quite clear that we can curry out this policy, to the great

benefit of India, if we have, as 1 am convinced we — shall

have, the willing co-operation of the Provinees and States.

I am prepared, if necessary, to take the most drastic action

in support of our policy.

Tu Bengal, the aid given by the army coupled with a

bountiful aman harvest have eased the position perceptibly.

But there are no grounds for complacency. We still have

to fight lack of confidence and greed, and to see that

administrative action is adequate for the future. The

army cannot remain indetinitely.to do the work of the civil

administration. Bengal has sympathy of the world at

present. but this will : ug, unless ib is obvious

that she is making ey herself. The next

six months will be during which the

Bengal Government's energetically pursued,

and its administratio:

lines of that policy,

ontidencve, the strict

rol order to prevent

feculation and control

ood problem now lies

senment has provided

You are aware of ¢

which aims at the res

enforcement of the foo

speculation and hoardix

of prices. The solutic

in Bengal’s hands. 7

g. ‘generous measure cf undertaking to supply

food for Calcutta durin ew months. But the
Central Government cannot continue indefinitely — to
“earry’’ a Province to which nature, has vouchsafed so
generous a crop, if through administrative inefficiency the

Province fails to secure that it is properly procured and
distributed.

Tam in earnest in this matter. ‘To'my mind there can
be no condemnation too severe, no penalty too stern, for
those who attempt to make unauthorised profits out of
food—or out of drugs—at a time of national crisis. Nor
can lethargy and procrastination be tolerated; nor must
political animosities be allowed to interfere with a fair food
deal for everyone.

Measures against infiation.

_ _ Mr. Burder hus rightly, linked inflation with food. The
inflationary problem is incapable of solution if food is not
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subject to effective control, for food affects the whole price

structure of our economy. This-battle is everyone's buttle.
It will profit a man nothing to gain large increments by

forcing up prices and thereby causing inflation, since the

value of his gains will be thereby reduced, and he may

cause untold misery to others. The Central Government is

determined to check the inflationary tendeuey by all means

in its power. There is no occasior for undue optimism,

but no reed to neceept Afr. Burder’s somewhat pessimistic

view. The general price level has been relatively stable

for several months now. ,

An increased supply of consumers’ goods at controlled

prices is a necessary factor in the fight against inflation. A

stuart wus made some mouths ago with cotton textiles and,

owing to excellent co-oper ration between the industry and

the Government of India. sepr vable success has been.
achieved. Medicines now been taken in

hand. There arc m .of which the Indian

consumer is short ow ads—such as woollen

goods, foot-wear, and | for the village manu-
facture of agricultural * OF these and other

goods every effort is be o obtain an increased

supply, by import or raf ar purposes.

Of taxation, whicl anethod of reducing the
waist-line of intlutio ak here. It represents

the conipulsory abs al adipose depos't.

The voluntary method aving, which is much
to be recommended. bers represented ut this
meeting will advise ther “céusiffugnis to redouble their

efforts to support the provincial savings campaigns, and if

all other employers in Tudin will do the same, it will be a
great assistance.

The Coal Problem.

Shortage of coxl is another problem which the Govern-

ment is teking seriously in hand. Coal is the essential

food of industry and of the whole war effort, and we cannot

allow cither to suffer from starvation or malnutrition — in

coal.

Coal also is a world problem, and here again we are

piaying on a world stage. Our cout production may have

an appeeciable effect. on the course of the war. I do not

propose here to denl with causes or with the remedies whicl

we have in hand; merely to inention the problem,
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Post-war Reconstruction.

1 pass on to the longer-term problems of which

Mr. Burder spoke, which may be grouped under the head-

ing of post-war reconstruction, This is a very big subject

and a very vital one. The-yeu's after the war are going to

be of immense import to. Tndia’s future. The problems

and dungers are obvious. There will be a period of liquida-

tion of the war effort, during which the fighting services

wil] be demghilised, industry will return to a peace footing,

stocks of war material will ‘be for disposal, and the various

economic controls will be gradually removed. Unless these

processes can be prepared and undertaken in an orderly

manner, great confusion, or worse, may result,

Then must come 2 deliherate effort to restart the

national life on a bette e efficient footing, ta

provide an improved g for all Indians, in

which account has 6 « rapidly increasing
population at a prese four to five millions a

year,

has very great ndvant-

urge, there will pe plenty

«¢ @ higher proportion of

India’s supply of.

‘hile the events of the

mder training, rapidly

dia has many efficient

In making this re:

ages. Her natural resou

of labour available; and

trained labour than be

Jabour will be almost

war have proved that

acquires a high degree

metvof business with wide exferiende. India will be a credi-
tor country; she has suffered comparatively little in the

gteatest cataclysm in the history of humanity; and there
is a great sympathy and will to help towards her, both in
Great Britain and in| America. There will be ample
markets for her increased production, both at home and
abroad ir facr there is nothing to prevent India growing to
be the strongest and most highly developed nation in the
East, if she can solve her internal proniems and make a
united contribution to peace and prosperity in the post-war
world.

The Government has in hand the preparation of plans
to take advantage of India’s opportunities in as grent a
measure as possible. In this the Government and industry
must work very closely hand in hand. Jt is quite clear
that development must be on an Indian basis and by
sndian methods. But it is also evident that India will
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require assistance and advice at the first to help her te

realise the great possibilities that are hers.

While recently in &ngland I saw some of the leaders

of British industry who are interested in India, and I

found in them a spirit of most helpful co-operation towards

India; there wag-certainly no desire to dominate or control
Indian industry; but a desire to help on a basis of mutual

advantage. -- I am sure that a visit by some of the leading

Indian industrialists to the United Kingdom, in order to

see the developments that have arisen during the war and
to discuss India’s problems with leading British represen-

tatives would be of the greatest possible advantage and I

hope thnt it may be arranged. The sooner the better;

because other uations ure already beginning to think about

their post-war needs and to place orders for machinery and

material. 3

So tar us 1 have 4

people of knowledge

one of the first necess

throngheut India so #

industries. In some it

combine this with ivrig

improvement of which |

principal aim. Agrica'$

capable of very grea’ ¢

to yield more, the Hv

whole standard of cur

8s the problem with

& seems to me that

lap power schemes

driving foree for

yaay be possible to

es for agriculture, the

yle means must be cur

‘g main industry and is

The land can be made

improved, and the

nuity raised.

te

nd the improvernent. of

agriculture must go hand in hand in order to provide for

India’s growing population and to raise the standard of

living. The problem of labour. to which Mr. Burder

referred. ig naturally linked with these developments. I

do not propose to go into any detail here of the relations

between labour and industry, but I know you all realise

that there is much to be done.

The other great aim of post-war development is the

improvement of the social services, of which the principal

are education, the health and medical services, and

communications. These are mainly unproductive in the

short-term sense, though in the long run of course both
fully productive and essential. The improvement of

communications falls into the sphere both of economic

development arid social progress; I have here classed it
with the latter, since most communications schemes,



16

especially roads, of which Tndia has such need, are not

immediately productive.

1 propose to join issue with Mr. Burder, who was

inclined to place education in the forefront of his plans. I
am the last person to undervalue education, but T chink it

is clear that from the practical point of view the tull reali-

sation of a scheme such as that outlined in the Sargent

report must wait on other developments. India at present

has simply not the money for such a scheme. “As the

country acquires increased riches by industrial and agricul-

tural progress. 50 it cun afford to spend larger sums on

education and health. This is, 1 think, the way in which

the social services have developed in other countries;

certainly it has been so in Greut Britain, where industrial

development went a long way ahead of educational develop-

ment and of public hesaiths

From the practi

by which we must be

advantages of a differe

main social services :

order; communications,

cations first since I do

any gteat improvement

villages of India until ¥

quickly at all times.

What I have said

suggest that we must #6

us we possibly can te 4

indicate practical limitations which nay be summed up as

“‘full bellies must come before full minds’’

which is the view

‘ver the theoretical

be. I think that the

oped in the following

sion, 1 put communi-

it is possible to effect

or education in the

reached surely and

be taken to

In the course of his speech Mr Burder fired quite a

few snipittg shots at the Government, and once or twice

even brought artillery into action. J have made a note of

his shots—particularly those or requisitioning and the

administration of the anti-hoarding ordinance—and where

they hit the target we will signal a hit and try to repair the

hole. The bouguets he bestowed’ on the Honourable

Members for War Transport and Supply will be much

appreciated by their recipients. T should like myself to
take the opportunity to thank all Hon'ble Members of my

Executive Council for their courage and capacity,

I have attempted to review for you the progress of the
war and the policy of the Government of India on out

immediate economic problems; and to place before you
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sorne ideas on post-war reconstruction. I have said nothing

of the constitutional or political problems of India, not

because they are not constantly in my mind; not because

L have not the fullest sympathy with the aspirations of

India towards Self-Government; not because IT consider

political progress impossible during thescourse of the war—

uny more than J believe that the end of the war will by

itself provide an immediate solution of the deadlock—but

because [ do not believe that | cau make their solution any
easier by taking about them just at present. For, the

time being J must concentrate on the job of work we have
to do. The winning of the war. the organisation of the

economic home front. and. the preparations for peace call
for the use cf all the resources Indian has in determination,

energy, and intelligence. | weleonte co-operation from any-

one and anvhody. wha cot ne ta these great problems

on which the future y While I do not

believe that political 4 solved by adrninis-

trative action, 71 hel Tat co-operate now in

the achieversent of thé dvative ouims which

should be common to” othe country is | im

peril. we shell do mic conditions iu whieh the

sotution of the political : HE he possible. As head

of the Government - adosincere friend of

India—I wil! do mv & rin of office to guide

India on he path te It is no easy path,

there are no short cui lieve in the ‘future

greatness that Jies ahe: work together to the

solutio: of our problem

His ExceEteexcy tan Viesroy's SprECH av THE OPENING OF

THR INDIAN SCIENCE Coxaress, av Deni, on Monxpay
tHe Bre Jaxcary 1944.

President and Gentlemen —lt is a great privilege to
have been present today to witness the unique ceremony
of a meeting of the Roval Society outside Mngland; to hear
the Breetings of its President and other eminent Fellows to
their Indian colleagues; and to witness the admission of
new Fellows to the Society.

Tt nay interest you to know that/it is just over 100
Years ago since the first representative of Fastern science,
an Indian gentleman of great engineering abilitv, wus
almitted as a Fellow of the Roval Society. ‘
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The occasion is also made memorable by the presence

of Professor Till himself, the Secretary of the Royal

Society, a Physiglowist of internation: al repute, who has
come to Indin te cstablish a closer touch between scientists
in the United tingdom and in Tndia, with special refer-

ence to Undia’s problems of post-war development.

Seience—knowledge—should mean peace and progress but

in these days of turmoil, even men of science have had to

take a hand in the dealing of destruction; and Professor

Jlill is closely connected with the war effort. That he has

been allowed at our request to leave Mngland and come

to India at this time is a measure of ‘the importance
attached to the Unprovernent of the contacts between

scientists in the United Kingdom and India.

Nothing in my earee

distinguished a gathy

no scientilic qualifiont
ancestral conection 4

Hil has told you. 34%
were both Fellows: an

kindness of Professor H

tures to the Obligatien té

preat-grandfather was

scientist who discover:

he discovered it, inc

Davy called it Wave

about mv grandfather’ »; he was a roving

soldier of fortune whe £6 ny in, in Spain during the
Peninsular War, and for Chiie and Mexico in theit wars of

liberation. He was a man of wide knowledge and
experience, but T always wondered how he found time to

acquire the deep scientitic learning associated today with

fellowship of the Royal Society. Professor Hill, when 1
enguired of him in London whether the records of the

Society showed in whut particulur branch of science my
grandfather was so distinguished, broke it to me gently
that in those far-off days it sometimes happened that
members got their sons clected without any very special

scientific qualitication, other than a kindly presumption
that they had inherited their parent's scientific turn of
mind. That expectition might have been fulfilled in my
grandfather, who nad an enquiring mind, some eonsider-
able knowledge ot geology. and much literary ability, but T

am afraid he transmitted to his sons and grandsons his

roving and military genes rather than any scientific ones.

tiod me to address 80

I certainly have

hough I have an

Society, as Professor

father and grandfather

y privileged by the

nesimiles of their signa-

“have just listened. My

gute a distinguished

wd Wavellite; I mean

mist Sir Humphrey

ways o little dubious

a
s
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Though I have never regretted that I had a classical
education, I have always regretted that I had not av east

a good grounding in science; and I have always had a

profound admiration for men of science. It is a little

curious to mark the attitude of the bulk of ignorant man-

kind, such as myself, towards men of science. In the

earliest days of civilisation, they were revered as magicians

and given pride of pluce and power, as in aucient Egypt. I

think they have always continued to hol? .a high place in
the East; hut in the West at one period there was great

susnicion of the man of svience who was classed as a4

sorcerer, a wizard or a warlock, had to practice in secret,

und was liable to be burnt uc the stake. Since those dark

days the man of science has had w freer hand; and our

general complaint against him now might be that he has

gone too fast for us; and has.geured cut inventions quicker

than we can assimilate : ur English poet wrote

nearly 100 years ago: . moves, but slowly,

slowly, creeping on t’’. Had he written

now, I feel that his in run more like this:

“Science shoves on gui bustling us from post

to post’’. There is mi id for the old leisurely

days and the old leisur fors the scientist began

his assault on space aud se still, his inventions

have sometimes got int A domineering bully

like the Prussian shen 1 entrusted with an
avroplane; nor an am ® like the Jap with a

battleship.

Still there is notbh sftable than to try to

turn back the wheels of time. We cannot trick the im
back into the bottle as did the sailor of the Arabian Nights.

We must go on now and must enlist the help of the
scientists to control the genii they have raised, and to
bring order -nto this new world for which they are so largely
responsible. They have put before us great possibilities to
a wider. fuller, healthier, aud more prosperous life, if we can
use their gifts arigh€,

India, one of the oldest civilisations, has perhaps felt
the impact of modern science lator and less than any other
great people. A large proportion of her population still lives

the old life untouched by the vast changes of this century.
Her realm las been of tho spirit rather than of the earth.
dt may be suid’of the West hereafter that we took too much
from India materially aud too little spiritually.

But if {ndia is to play the part in the world to which
her size. her population, her history and her position entitle
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her, she too must make every possible use of acientific

advancement. She hus already produced many great

scientists, she bears many more in her fertile womb. Her

contrbiutions to science huve ulways been on the side of

peace and progress. She haa everything to gain by combin-

ing modern science with her old culture, indeed her tradi-

tional outlook should enable her to make an increasingly

fine and characteristic contribution to natural knowledge.

Indian science hus mucde in fact au verv remarkable stride

forward during the last 25 years, us is shown by the founda-
tion of many new societies, new journals and new depart-

meuts of science in universities and under Government.

In this war science has pluyed a great réle in India as

elsewhere. Jt has made a splendid contribution to main-

taining the health of the fighting men, through the activities

of such bodies as the Lnstitute, the Indian

Research Fund Assoul jon Laboratories at

Coonoor, and others, red an important part

in munitions produc 2’ problems of supply.

As an ¢a-Commanders vauld like to thank

Tudian science tor the istance it has given to

the armies in the field.

it post war development.

She must learn to

ith the aid of science.

i human interests.

address elsewhere:

edge for the welfare of

‘ ‘s for goodwill between

Tt is in ‘that belief. that he is here

Jt must play a yr

The coming years will

make use of her abuneg

Sejence is the most

Professor Hill bas

“T believe that the pra

mankind is one of the

men in every fand.”’

today.

This Session of the Indian Science Congress has a

momentous task to perform; to discover how best to bring

the aid of science to the development of India’s greut

resources In agriculture and industry, to the improvement

of health und to social advancement and prosperity. This

Science Congress is a hody of high repute, with a great and

growing membership and influene ‘e. Gentlemen, I wish all
success to your deliberations. 1 declure the Congress to be
open and ask Professor Bose to give his Presidential address.

i.

4

His Excenpency rum Vicgroy’s SpsecH vo THE Councin
oF STATE AND THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY AT A JOINT

SESSION ON 17H Fenrvary 1944.

President, Ladies and Gentlemen.—It has been the

practice of Viceroys to address the Legislature at the first
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opportunity wfter taking office. Hitherto it has happened

that the earliest) opportunity has becn about six months

after the Vicuroy’s arrival. For myself, as you know, the

first opportunity occurred within so short a time that I felt

obkiged to postpone the occasion. I have now spent some

four. very busy months in my post; and am prepared to offer
you such views and guidance as J cun, at this momentous

stace of Ihdin’s history. You need nob revard them as final

views. I always look forward to making fresh contacts and

gaining fresh knowledge. But they mdiente certain

principles on, which action for the progress of India must,

1 consider, be based.

The last iddress to you by a Viewroy was at the end of

the longest term of office in the history of the appointment.

It was not only the Tongest term but the most exacting.
Lord Linlithyow's parti gih and administrative

skill were shown to t] s difficult years. The

war inevitably interryg { much of the work
Which was nearest i ivther the material

prosperity aud consti of India. As.'time

goes by, the yvreatness ho rendered to India

in those critical years 3 yen more apparent.

Though not entire! r ta this Legislature, I.

have till latel served aidier, Ag a soldier, in

the positions which £ y¢ this war, [ know

better perhaps than # United Nutions owe

to India for our success against Nazisin and

Fascism and the barbarey of Japan. I shnll do

my best to see that the ¢ KHowledyed and paid, not

only with tribites of words but with practical aid. T will

also try to pay my personal debt to the Laodian soldier for his

vallant and enduring service by doing my best to further

the welfare of the Tudian peoples of w hom the Indian soldier
is the fitting representative. Though the soldier stands

in thé limelight, if is not only to the soldier that the United

Nations owe gratitude; the Incian worker also, and many

others in Tudii, have made w very great and vital contribu.

tion to the wa- effort.

My first tusk here is to assist the South-Fast Asia

Command to drive the enemy from the gates of Tudia.

There cat be no peace or prosperity for India or onyone

else till the Jepanese ambitions are utterly destroyed.

T need sav little to you on the general course of the

war. You have secn for vourselves how the United Nations

took and with: tood the dangerous shocks of three years of
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war—war for which their enemies had plauued and prepared,
while they hac planned for peace; and how they rallied from

those shocks in irresistible strength. You have seen how

the spirit of the British people flashed like a sword from its

sheath at the challenge of the disasters in France; how they
faced‘u triumphant Germany for a year, almost alone and

unequipped, but undaunted; how they won the Battle of

Britain Against the mighty German air force, and the Battle

of the Atlantic against Germany’s many U-Boats, and,

with the aid of the Dominiona and India und the United

States. the Battle of the Mediterranean and Africa against

the combined strength of German and Italian sea, land and

air forces. You have seen how Russian met the mightiest,

the most formidably equipped, the most mobile, the most

highly trained, the most arrogantly confident force of fight-

ing men ever Jaunched 3 nud has hurled them back

in defeat and ruin, jas - would-be world con-

queror 180 veurs ag s seen much of the

ussian soldier both 3 war, ] lave watched.

with special interest ¢ i army und people |

have always liked and ¢ have seen too how the

United States of Ameri: rad from the treacherous

surprises of Pearl Harb: Ja, und how powerful a

‘fighting machine she to carry her counter-
offensive to Jupan. “hina indomitable for

overfsix yeurs though |. You are joined with

four of the toughest world in spirit and

action. The end is cer :ymay be proud of your

contribution to it.

When the end will come it is difficult yet to say.

Germany is reeling under a series of shocks, physical and
moral, which may well put her out of the ring at an early

date, though we must not count on it. We shall then be

able to intensify the war against Japan. You realises the

physical difficulties of the re-conquest of Burma and of the
other territory seized by the Japanese early in the war. It

will be accomplished but it needs careful training and

preparation.

India as one of the principal bases of the war aguinst

Jupan must be stable und organised. 'To maintain stability

we must solve our economie problems. Food, which is

the most important of them, was so fully debated in both

Houses at the last session of the Legislature that T need

say little here about if. It is an all-India problem, which

my Government is trying to organise on an all-India basis.

The key points in our plen are the strict supervision of
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dealers under the Foodgrains Control Order, the avoidance

of competitive buying in the procurement of Government

requirements. statutory price-coutrol, control over move-

ments, and rationing in the larger towns. We rely for

success on the administrative energy of the Provincial

Governments:-—and on parallel action in the Indian States—

and Iam glad to say that during the past four months we

have made progress. We sre not out of the wood yet, but,

backed by substantial inmports, t believe we cun improve

our food position greatly in 1044. Our aim is not to favour

the townsman at the expense of the cultivator, but to see

that the stap.e foodgrains are available ta all at prices at

once fair to the cultivator wid within the means of the
poorer members of our population. The “Grow More Food”’

‘ampaign has already produeed valuable additions to our

supplies and will, Tam sure duce more. There is likely

to be a world shortage & after the war during

the period of recover be prepared to stand

by herself as fur as j ericultural policy will

be nee eSSULY.

The situation in B
Government grave anuxiet

improved. and J trust

run no-risk of last »

. and has caused my

ere, too, conditions have

: {to improve. We must

ing repeated.

with the inflationary

avert. The Finance

vtvoducing the Budget,

The food problera

threat, which we are

Member will denl fully

and 1 do not intend te sy pf the remedies he will
propuse. I need only § dre hus heen a clistinet

improvement/it the rate of savings and that we have made
some progress im increasing the supply aud bringing down

the prices of consumer's goods muniabactured in India, rs
well asvof those imported from ubroad. The new Depart-

ment of Industries and Civil Supplies has formidable taska
vheud of it but has made a good sturt with standard cloth,

the release of woollen goods to the general publie, and the

control of the prices of imported drugs.

The transportation svstem has been subjected to great

strains, which it has supported creditably thanks to the

fine work of oue Railwaymen. to whose steadiness and

regularity we owe a great deal. T know that conditions of

travel are not easy for the general public; I am afraid that

that is inevitable in war time and is a condition obtaining

practically throughout the world at present. The latest

problem to confront not only the. transportation authorities,
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but public bodies, industrialists, and private households

throughout India is shortage of coal. The seasonal fail in

ruisings which occurs in the lust quarter of fhe year was
apnormally great in 1948. There were reasons for this—

an exceptionally good harvest, the presence of easier and
better paid work in the coal-fields, difficulties about the

supply of sood, aud- the epidemic of malaria, combined to

draw iebour away from the mines and to make their retum

slow. Labour conditions are beginning to return to normal;

but there is much to be done to improve the raising and

distribution of coul and conditions in the coal-fields. My

Government has appointed a Coal Comimissioner to study

all thesfactors bearing on production and movement and to

see that the policy “of the departinents concerned is

effectively carried out. We shall, I hope, effect a consider-

able improvement, though fake time.

Unless and until

established with gene}

of India, mainly an

carryiout to the best at

it is a very good abil

gove wwiment—the ma nn i
ol Internal udministret
ahead at the end of t

our first task, but it:

future.

government ean be

present Government

eut, will continue to

nd I am sutistied that

ry purposes of any

w aud order the duties

preparation for the work

winning of this war is

e prepuration for the

We are approachin

On the whole, in view

disastcrs/to the world. as

it with less lurt than any other nation in the front: iAfrie.

And the war has in many directions enhanced her oppor-

tunities and prospects. Tt has hastened -her industrial

developinent, it will increase food production, it hus

strengthened her financial position. That it has not

brought, as in certain other countries, un increased unity

of spirit and purpose is an unhappy circumstance which we

all deplore. ‘There is, however, nothing more unprofitable

than to indulge in recrhninations about the past.:-We must

look forward and not back.

he greatest of all wars.

4 the dangers and

The post-war world will be for India a world of great

opportunities and great dangers, in which she has an aut-

standing réle to play. It is our present business to prepare

her materially and morally for these testing vears.

Lict us court the blessing first. India lus great

undeveloped resources, In agriculture and in industry. Her
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soil is not yot cultivated to its full fruitfulness; with

improvement in methods, in irrigation, and in fertilization,

we cut increase our food supply greatly both-in quality and
quantity. We can much improve the breed of cattle. There

is wide scope for development in India’s main industry,
agriculture.

There ure also great commercial possibilities in India.

There are mineral resources still undeveloped; there — is

abuudent labour, a portion of which has now attained a

considerable degree of technical skill, India has mans
experitneed and able men of business. Her financial

position at the end of this war should be a good one. There

are aunost unlimited markets, internal and external, for

her produce.

Such are her main economi

ulso niumy economic

pressive of increasiz

educated persons, the

poor conditions in wt

tural end labouring ¢

between wealth and pio

tious, all mark the iri
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hard tusk indeed, but
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:assets. She has, however,

and disnbilities, The

e small percentage of

health services,) the

part both of agricul-

the flagrant contrast

lequacy of communiea-

the problem which con-

i of living. Our task is

ge her preut economic

the few, but to raise

andard of comfort. A

hich calls from all for-

Hope und ai spirit of

S.

The present Government means to prepare the way for
India’s post-war development with «all earnestness of spirit
and with all resources, official and non-official, which it can
enlist.

We have to consider first of all the ‘twinding-up”
process that follows all wars—the demobilisntion’ iid re-

settlement of soldiers. the terminution of war-time con.

tracts with industry and the orderly return of industrial
labour to peacetime tasks; the dispersal of property and
stocks of goods acquired for war purposes.

Our great aim must be to plan for economic and social
development so as to raise our standards of living and

general welfare, We roust lift the poor man of Tndia from

poverty to security; from ill-health to wigour; from

ignornaee to understanding; nnd our rate af progress must

080
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no longer be at bullock-esrt standard but at least at the
pace of the handy aud serviceable ieep.

As you know, the development of India is being dealt

with by a Committee of my Executive Council, which is

assisted by a number of other committees with a strong
non-official! element. [ am: considering mexns to strengthen

our plauning organisation and to accelerate our progress.

Much useful preliminary worf has been done, and we have

now reached ¢ “tage; at which, for certain subjects at least,

as for example the demobilisation and resettlement ofi

soldiers, definite planning can begin in some detail. Over

the greater part of the field our actual conduct after the
war will depend to some extent—often to a great extent—

on international factors—such us tariff policy and inter-

national currency—of which wé can at present know little.

But we need not writ ar the big questions — of

policy we have to 1 ul assumptions, and

we are now deciding siptions should be.

Concurrently we are & vidual development

officers—not Committe vp outline plans for

subjects such as elect stries, road develop-

ment, irrigation ana agri ‘§ wre ase arrauging to

give opportunities for b Bdians connected with

industry, the health s aer branches of develp-

ment to visit the Un nd if required. the

U.S.A., to study for ¢ ja the latest develop-

ments in their line of main social services

we already have the FE iviser’s memorandum.

and shall later have the Bhore Committee on

medicine and public health. J believe that during 1944

our plans will take shape; they must cover the whole of

Tndua, and the Provinces and States will, I] am sure, co-

operate with the Centre in producing the best and most

comprehensive possible statement of our needs. 1 and my

Government are in earnest in doing all we can to further

India’s progress after the war.

We welcome constructive sugyestions, and oy Crovern-

ment is examining with interest the plan recently pro-
pounded by seven prominent businessrhen. The views or

the authors of this plan on the objects to be achieved are
in principle the same us those of my Government—we
must work for a substantial increase in standurds of living

and social welfare. We may on examination differ on the

methods to be employed, their relative importance in the

plan as a whole, the purt to be played by the State and by

private enterprise, und the financial practicability 0’
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development ou the scale contemplated within the time

suggested by_the authors; but our aim is similar and we

welcome any sincere contribution to the problem that sets

people thinking and make them realise both the possibilities

and the pittalls; ahead of us.

As T said at Caleutta, it may in the initial stages be

necessary for the Government of India and the Provincial

Governments to devote tho larger proportion of the resources

available to economic development, agricultural and

industrial, so us to increuse the wealth of the country.

But vou may resi well assured that the vital matters of

health ind education will not be allowed to stand © still,

und that the recommendations of the Educational Adviser

and the Bhore Committee will receive the most earnest

consideration.

So much for I

possible if all goes we

plans well ahead. 1:

India’s political futur

what T know is the pain

the British people, «/!

and, T am confident, ¢

United Kingdom. Tt i

a prosperous country

and unqualified self-ge

British Commonweaith. desire is not prompted

by any sense of imperi: for domination but by

a veal’ belief that in such ussociation India can best find

security and help in the testing years nhead, and that peace

in the Hast can so be best. assured,

uture. It should be

rogress; and to lay

t at present to plan

I can state ta you

practically the whole of

s present Government,

iyovernment of the

# desire te see Tndia

“y, enjoying complete

illing partner of the

Tam absolutely convinced not ouly that the above

represents the genuine desire of the British people, but

that they wish vo see un early realisation of it. It is quali-

fied only af present by an absolute determination to let

nothing stand in the way of the earliest possible defeat of

Germany and Japan; and bv xu resolve to see that in the

solution of the constitutional problem full account is taken

of the interests of those who have loyally supported us in

this war and at all other times--the soldiers who have served

the common cuuse; the people who have worked with us;

the Rulers and populations of tha States to whom we are

pledged. the minorities who have trusted us to see that

they get a fair deal. We are bound in justice, in honour,

in the interests of progress, to hand over India to Indian
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rule, which’ can maintain the peace and order and progress

which we have endeavoured to estublish. 1 believe that we

should take some risk to further this; but until the two main

Indian parties at least can come to terms, I do not see any

immediate hope of progress.

The Cripps offer was u bold and generous offer and gave

India a great opportunity to progress towards solution of her

problems. Be well assured that it was not made in any
panic. I can sav that with certainty; | was Commander-

in-Chief at the time and in a position to know that there was

no panie in the councils of those in authority, either in

India or in the United Kingdom. We are not a people who
panic easily in the face of “danger. The offer was made in
the hope that when war had come so close to India and

threatened its national i mipht arouse, as in other

countries, a spirit of aperation hat would have

overridden political ei xour of danger. That

hope was not fulfilled fit. in recriminations

about the reasons for th ‘the/Cripps offer. But

since that offer, us has nore than onee by His

Majesty’s Government, i | may be well to restate

it here. Nearly two v issed since the Cripps

draft declaration was nia ut it stands forth today

as the solemn pledge « ’s Government that

India shall have full m destiny among the

nations of the Comms fhe world. 1t declared

in unmistakable terms should have the same

status as the Dominians i Kingdom itself under
a constitution of her own devising. It also embodied a

constructive suggestion by Eis Majesty’ s Government to aid’
India in the attainment of that status. Proposalr. were

made for setting up a constitution-making body, representa-

tive both of British India and of the Indian States: and

His Majesty’s Government undertook to accept and imple-

ment the constitution framed by this body. subject to two

conditions. First, the declaration recognised the right of a

Province not to accede to the Indian Union. Such Pro-

vinces could either retain their present constitutional

position; or if they so desired, His Majesty’s Government

would agree with them upon a new constitution giving

them the same status as the new Tndian Wnion _ itselt

Second, the declaration made provision for the signing of a

treaty hetween His Majesty’s Government and the

constitution-making body to provide for matters arising out

of the transfer of power including protection for racial and

religious minorities. It was made clear beyond all doubt
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that this treaty would not impose any restrictions upon the
power of the Indian Union to decide in the future its rela-

tiouship with the other States of the British Commonwealth
of Nations.

The Cripps offer was an offer to India of full self-

government, of che right to frame her own constitution, and

evel of the right, if she so desired, to sever her partnership

with the British Commonwealth. Because of the military

situation—whicl still obtuins—it was provided that, pending

the framing of the future constitution, the direction of

defence should remain the responsibility of His Majesty's

Governinent, but it was contemplated that Indian leaders

should be associated not only with the Government of their

country-—under the existing constitution necessarily, till a

hew constitution was fr ¢eepted—but with the

counsels ‘of the Com ' the United Nations.

Government on this

2 is still open, to those

the prosecution of the

the demand for releuse

mis am utterly barren

ir purt of willingness to

with any one or uny-

7 one of those under

thdraw from the Quit

had such tragic con-

¢ ereat tasks ahead. .

The offer of co-0

basis by the leaders

whe have a genuine di

war anc the welfare of &

of those leaders who sre

one until there is some

co-operite., Tt needs

thing but his own ve

detention to decide wiht

India resolution and th

sequences, and will co-dit i

Not the least of those tasks is the preliminary examina-

tiou of the constitutional problems of ludia by an autho-

ritutive body of Indinns.. We should be ready to/give this

body every assistuuce it might desire in carrving out its task.

Jor the present the Government of the country must con-

nue to be a joint British und. Indian aftair—with the
ultimate responsibility still remaining with the British

Parliament, though it is exereised through a predominantly

Indian Executive—until it can be trausferred to a fresh

constitution. “ But the fruning of that future constitution
is essentially aud properly an tndian responsibility. Until

they cin agree on its fortn, the transfer of power cauuot
he mace. We offered:a suggestion in the Cripps proposals,

which may or may not have been suitable. If Indians ean
devise }inethod which will produce agreement more readily,

so raich the better. Tf I] muy offer a personal opinion, born
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of some experience, the smaller the body which discusses

a dificult and controversial problein, the more likely it is

that a profitable sulution will emerge.

On the ma.n problem of Lndiun unity, the difference

‘between Hindu and Muslim, I can only avy this. You can-
not alter geography, Irom the point of view of defenes,

of relatious with the outside world, of many internal and

external economic problems, India is a natural unit. What

arrangements you decide to make for two great communities

and certain othe: important minorities, as well as the Indian

States, to live within that unit and to make the best use of

its wealth and opportunities is for Indians to decide. That

two communities and even two nations can make arrange-

ments to live together in spite of differing cultures or

religions, history provides a saiples. The solutions

of the problem have ¥ ad aud Scotland, after

centuries of strife, a e union; in Canad,

the British and Frenne shed a Iederal agree-

ment which operates is: e French, Italian and

German elements in $ eed on a different form

of Federation. In ail the re were religious as well

as racial differences. in { States many elements,

racial &nd religious, bu into one great nation

with a Federal struct itter experience of a

disastrous Civil War. ‘ conflicting elements

have so far failed te nd has a sort of

Pakistan, though the an arse only relative. The

Soviet Union in Russin sexs & devised a new modi-

fication of its already flexible systern, which will also no

doubt repay careful study. These cxamples are before

Yudis for her constitutionalists to study. It is for her to say

which will most nearly fulfil her own needs. But no man

cau alter geography.

T have spoken to you frankly and bluntly as T have been

taught to speak, us a soldier, Let ime re-state the main
principles which guide-ne in my heavy task and responsi-

bility. Our primary object, overriding all others, must be
not merely to make certain of winning the war—the United
Nations have already done that, by endurance through
adversities, by sacrifiee of comforts, by unity of spirit, by
unremitting hard work—but to will it as speedily as possible,

aud with the least draft on future prosperity. That is a
great administrative task. The second task is to prepare
for the future, economically and politically.
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We eannot settle the future of this country without the
full co-operation of the British and Indian peoples and the

co-operation within the Indian people of Hindus, Muslims
and other minority groups aud of the Indian States.

T am conscious of the co-operation of many clements

in this country—the eminent und patriotic Indians of my

Pxeeutive Conneil and of Provincial Governments; — the

fighting forces of India, the largest forces ever raised iu

history by voluntary enlistment; the leaders and workers

of industry who have made such a contribution to the war;

the Rulers of the Indian States. All these place India first

in their thoughts and sims, but they have a practical view

of the necessity for co-operation to rexlise progress. There

is an haportant element which stands aloof; I recognise
how much ability and high-mindedness it contains: but I
deplore its present polie ethods as{barren and un-
practica.. [| should i 2 co-operation of this

element in solving thi ire future problems of

Tndia. [Tf its lenders nnot consent to tuke

part in the present gé ndia, they may still

be uble to assist in con © problems. But I see

no reasen to release f] ible for the declaration

of August Bth, 1942. vr: vinced that the policy of

hon-co-operation and ¢ ‘tion has been with-

drawn--not in sackelo hat helps no one—but

in recognition of a mi rotitable policy.

During the last ¢ Phiave visited 7 out of

the 11 main Provinces fndia, and two Indian

States. [ am setting oU iarrow to visit two more

Provinces. T have seen something of the rural life as well

as of the towns. | fwonder whether, in considering India’s
economic and political problems, we always remember how

much of India is countryside and how little urban, how

many live in villages aud how few, comparatively, in towns.

Iam iinpressed everywhere by the work which is being done

for the betterment of India both by officinis and non-officials.

India has a very small official administration for its size,

but it has verv fine serviees; the wav in which they have

stood up to the addisinnal strain and work thrown on them
by the war has been admirable. There are also a very large

number of non-official bodies and persons who are doing

great work for India, There is much goodwill and wisdom

in India if we can harness it to a common purpose.

T have no desire to make invidious comparisons but T

do feel it worth while to polit out that coalition, govern-

ment by Indians for Indians is nat un impossible ideal. It



82

is being carried out at the Centre without friction; it has
been carried on for nearly seven years with conspicuous

success in the Punjub, Thanks to the leadership of men of

good sense, goodwill, and good courage, the affairs of that

Provinee have prospered with the minimum of communal

friction; they have administered their Province in the

interests of the Province, but also with regard to the inter-

ests of India and of the war effort of the United Nations.

to which the Punjab lias made so striking « contribution.

I will make bold enough to say that hud all Provinces worked

the 19385 Act in the same spirit und with the same efficiency

India would now be very close to complete self-government.

We have come a long way together up the steep and
difficult mountain at the summit of which lies complete

Indian self-government. W almost within sight of the

top, but as with me a ciobs that are worth

doing, the final cliffs and most baffling of
all. At such a time i ry to test each hand-

hold and foot-hold, ts stepa in slippery ice,

so that the whole part her, may not fall back

in ruin. I[t is not the prudent mountaineers

choose to unrope, to dis ides, and after violent

dispute to take separiie ds different perks. We

must go on together: w toa long at the heights

which we have reach with honour or safety

turn back. We may to reconnoitre or cut

steps, but we must ¢ slimbing, even though

the rate may seem si

climbers themselves.

a

+E

Finally, we must keep in mind the splendour of the view

that lies before us when the summit is reached—the

prospect of an India at peace within herself, a partner in

our great Commonwealth of Natious, the mother of a great

people, a shield for peace in the Mast, busy and prosperous,

yet with leisure to develop the thought mid poetry und art

which are the real salt of life and of which India has already

contributed much toa the world. Not an immediate vision,

but I do not think it unattainable if we work together with

patience, good sense and goodwill. ,

I believe firmly in the future of India, [ am a sincere

friend of India and should like to help her to political

advance, but my military training has made me quite

certain that no objective is ever guined without the fullest

-mensure of co-operation from all concerned.



His Excenbency tir Viceroy's SpeecH To THE ANNUAL
GexeraAL Msrrinc oF THE St, JoHN AMBULANCE

ASSOCIATION AND THE InptN Rep Cross SociETY oN

Tuurspay, THE 23rp Marcon 1044.

Ladies and Gentlemen,—I welcome you all at this

meeting to which some of you have come long distances.

This large gathering is a measure of the importance of the

work vou are doing and your deep interest in it, and the
wide area covered by your organisations.

Though this is the first time I have had the privilege

of addressing this joint meeting, T have seen something

of the work of all these bodies in India and of the Joint

War Committee in the Middle Kast.

I should like to begin by paying a tribute to the

splendid work done by Le qd iiacdy Linlithgow. When

the war broke out they yeorsiderable knowledge

of the activities of oss Bociety and St.
John Ambulince Asso# used that knowledge
to very good effect in i eveloping the work of

the Joint War Commit owe a debt of special

gratitude to Genera! % . in the face of many

ditficulties, hampered b; taf and by conetantly

changing circumstunce se Joint War Com-

mittee’s orgunisation, ady proved invaluable
and will remain our [f# end of the war.

You will all have: ain Sir Firoz Khan
Noon’s statement of the. of the Indian Red Cross
Society. This Society i¢ a referred to as the

peacetime organisation but as you have heard from Sir
Firoz Khan Noon, whom I warmly welcome as Chairman

both of this Society and of the Joint War Committee, there

has been little peace for the Indian Red Cross Society this

last year. The Society has been engaged in rescue opera-

tions of the first importance. It was Lady Linlithgow who

initiated by a broadcast appeal the Socicty’s famine relief,

whieh has resulted in extensive and valuable work in the

procurement and distribution in Bengal of milk and

blankets. The sympathies of the world have been aroused

by Bengal’s plight. India has received welcome help from

many parts of the British Commonwealth, from America

and from China. The strength of the Red Cross depends

largely on its international nature and the appeal it makes

to the humunitarian feelings of all men, For this reason

we have to be careful in India to preserve, even at the risk

of being thought pedantic, the essential character of the

a,
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Red Cross. For instance by the Geneva Convention the

Red Cross cannot provide amenities to fit soldiers (only to

wounded and sick ones), and we must therefore keep our

Red Cross organisations distinct and their records and

accounts quite separate from those of other activities.

Sir Cameron Badenoch’s speech gives evidence of

strong vitality in the St. John Ambulance Association and
Brigade Overseas. The large increase in the number of

divisions is very satisfactory and 1 congratulate Orissa

district on the progress they have made.

As Sir Cameron says, members of the uursing divisions

have assisted at Militury hospitals all over the country. I

cannot overrate the value of these services, since the

shortage of nurses in India has long been a matter of deep

anxiety. 1 strongly suppostethe. appeals that have been

made for more nurses... ‘far the nursing services

every suituble womit a aud 1 trust we shall

not appeal in vain. TT fips the lives, of many

who have fought well ead on the result.

To turn to the set he rapidly expanding

organisation of the Foin vibtee.

of the Red Cross Week

xi some Provinces,

di to hold their weeks.

ve un gift from His

Majesty the King-Iimpe sther from the King of

Kgypt was also much appfecitedi India has made a most
generous contribution, imcluding many princely gifts from

the Princely Order, The Red Cross needs all this money:

for its responsibilities, ulready great, will inevitably
expand when we ure able to concentrate our might against
the Japanese. We shull have to give more and more help

to the military hospitals and we shall need closer and closer

co-operation from the Provinces. The appointment of

Regional Commissioners will 1 hope make it possible both
to help the Provinces more and to co-ordinate more closely
all the splendid effort that is being put forth.

General Jolly has told you of the work being done for

prisoners of war in Murope and |! should like to express our

gratitude to Mrs. Amery and the Indian Comforts Fund

which in T.ondon arranges for the despatch of food percels

and comforts, on a very large scale indeed. to Indian

prisoners of war. You may be interested to hear that the

Fund is sending special food to Switzerland for escaped

The latest reports o

show a total of a cra

including Mudras and

We were particularly
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Indian prisoners of war. Mrs, Amery herself has done out-
standing work for Indian prisoners of war, and India owes
her and her helpers a real deht of gratitude.

There are many thousands from whose minds a heavy
burden of anxiety would be lifted if they could be assured
that our prisoners of war in Japanese hands were being
treated humanely and were receiving food and comforts
through the Red Cross, but |] fear 1 have nothing to add
to what General Jolly has tald you. As he has said, we
will sustain our efforts and keep our stores ready to ship.
In view of the attitude of the Japanese there is no more
we.can do immediately but we are not forgetful of all those
who are condemned to endure till the progress of our armies

can free them and restore them to their families. May
that day be soon.

This coming year 3

three organisations th

you will go to your tai

tion. My wife and ft

ean and shall take the

shall hope, whenever op

ers in the Provinces and

ability to carry the burd

our suecess depends

know with certainty

energy.

here today. I hope

eagth and determina-

elp vou wherever we

$ hu your doings. We

ers, to meet the work-

u their willingness and

i rmany cases is heavy,

vnfident, because we

on their zeal and

Ais Excenuexcy true Vierroy’s Spenco at tar Briar
Pourck Paraps at Patna ox Teunspay, tre lira APR
1944,

Tam glad to have had this opportunity of inspecting
so large a contingent of the Bihar Police Force.

First of all I should like to congratulate you on your
smartness and bearing, and the steadiness of your drill on

this parade, which have much impressed me.

T need not remind you of the importance of your task

and the extent to which the peace and well-being of the
Province and of India depend on your efforts. I therefore
am glad to be able to congratulate you on the growing

strength of the Bihar Police Force and its increasing success

in its struzgle against crime and disorder.
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In 1942, you went through a period of severe stress
when the criminal forces of disorder and violence were let
loose in many districts. At that time you lacked the
numbers and equipment to suppress the disturbers of the
peace immediately. You had setbacks and casualties, and
for o short time the forces of lawlessness and disorder got
the upper hand in some parts of the Province.

Even after the disturbances had been suppressed,
there was an aftermath in the inerease in the numbers of
dacoities and burglaries; and I have regretted to notice that
the number of dacoities in 1943 was more than twice as
much as in 1042, while the number of burglaries was also
appreciably higher.

It was clearly necessary to strengthen the Police Force
to meet this danger; and yetievurmbers are now being raised
to over 23,000. An ing ade in the investigat-
ing and prosecuting: in the rank and file.
The efficiency of thes 5 well realise, a most
important element in & Tam glad to learn
that the Force has bee’ th much-needed motor
transport. Though you andicapped by shortage
of training facilities, equ ad buildings, every effort
is being made to repai iencies, and I am quite
clear that the Force is the upgrade and that
your morale is high, nal evidence of this
by your bearing on thé ave been told of a
notable encounter ag & w xynonths ago, when a
single Assistant Sub. inspedigr ay constables, of whom
only nine were armed, repelled a mob of 150, led by a
notorious outlaw, and armed with three times as many
firearms as the police party. That incident showed the great
courage of the party and proved the high morale of your
Force. The two King’s Police Medals and four Indian
Police Medals awarded to members of this small party were
indeed well earned, and I am glud to have been able to
present them today.

Ae

There is still much to be done, and it is imperative and
urgent to reduce crime to a normal figure. But I am
confident that you have the measure of your task, and that
you will continue to render great services both to Bihar
und to India. As a tribute to your comrades who fell during
the rebellion I propose to send a small contribution to the
fund which you are colleeting in their memory.

1 congratulate you on your appearance today and wish
You all success in the strenuous work in front of you.
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His ExceLLency THE VICEROY’S MESSAGE TO THE AGRI-
cuuturAL Pontcy CoMMITTEE ON THE 22ND Jung 1944.

Agriculture must take a high place—perhaps the

highest place of all—in our plans for the development of

India after the war. Unless we succeed in raising sub-

stantially the standard of living in our villages, not only for

the small farmer but for all who make their living. on the
lund, India cannot become a wealthier, or a healthier, or a

better-educated country,

There are two ways in which we can make progress.

We can bring more land under cultivation; aud we can

make better use of the land we cultivate already, The first

of these methods is obviously important, and in considering

it you will also doubtless remember the need for extending
our forests and preserving. sud. perhaps extending our

grazing grounds.

It is to the secori

cular attention becs

principally with post-»

method will have an

food problem, The use

the supply of manure,

protection against pests ;

both in our short-terr:

am contident that ws

knowledge, the fruits

£ wish to draw parti-
vou are concerned

fr, your advice on this

‘ing on our war-time

le sources of irrigation,

of improved seed, and

Jnust be vital elements

-tarm programmes. 1

s « great deal of

xf research work, and

that the toughest pari « exa will be to translate

this knowledge into actiag @Hehas been done already,

but our districts are not adequately staffed, and I shall not

be satisfied until we are orgnuised both at the Centre and
in the Provinces so that there is an agricultural plan not only:

for each district but for each village or group of villages.

The crux of the problem is trained personnel, You miay

think that it is impossible to expand and reorganise the

Provincial Agricultural Departments thoroughly enough or
quickly enongh to get early results, but I suggest you con-

sider what his been done in industry during the war. We

cannot produce in a few months scores and hundreds of

men with degrees and diplomas—we need them and must
set ubout training them now—but we can surely produce
for the immediate future improvised staffs of practical men

who can get our agricultural drive going. I should like to

sve selected landowners—men of education and modern

ideas ubout agriculture—taking part either as temporary

officials, or as the trainers of the subordinate staff, and I
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am fure we need bold practical training schemes, with the

courses simplified so that we may make a real start in the

field.

There also seems to me to be here a great opportunity

for young India; for the many thousands of ardent young

men, who believe in India’s future, who have a country

background and upbringing und have received a Universiiv

education; they could do no greater service to India than

to qualify themselves by a course of training to assist the

croverhmenit in their plans for the agricultural developmen’

of India.

I wish the Committee all success in” their vitally

importunt deliberations. If they can produce a practical

and progressive plan by which we can increase our ayri-

cultural production, not on ¢ the war, but now, they

will have rendered « i 3Feat

Hig Exce,Lency Tur ¥:

Scnoor, Sma,

y aT Brsntop Corron’s

SErreMBER 1944.

IT am not going ta

sincerely that I am very

to visit this school and

education is a subject

The only maxim I a3

today is this: ‘*Nes

ong. Jo ocan tell you

uve had the opportunity
ing of its work, since

deeply interested.

you about education

yourself, never ceuse

to‘learn’’. J hope and T have never tired of

wequiring knowledge. I hep never shall, That does.

not mean to sav, be bookish, absorh yourself in theoretical
learning; there is much wisdom in books, there is more

practical knowledge in experience, in contact with your

fellow men (in travel, in daily work with your hands or.

pra) = But try never to cease acquiring knowledge—
etmcation—of some kind or another. Then at need you can

with confidence follow the precept of Eeclesiasticus:

“Take counsel of thine own mind: a man’s mind is wont

to tell him more than seven watchmen in a high tower.”

It is most important that you should have a good broad
solid foundation on which to build your knowledge. That
foundation I hope you will acquire or have acquired here.

This school is connected in its beginnings with what is

to my mind the grentest of all schools, Winchester, and

with two other great schools, Rugby and Marlborough. It
is also contomporary with a school in England very closely
connected with India, Hatleybury, which became a Public
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School in 1862. The Public School system is being fiercely

challenged now in the United Kingdom. It is good that it
should be sca challenged, that it should ‘have to. meet criti-
cism and be compelled to examine and where necessary to

reform itself. All long-standing institutions gather dust and
sometimes decay, and. must be kept up to date. But I feel
pretty sure that the tradition of these schools will survive

aud will T hope be spread much wider. So long as the

human race survives, character will count for more than
mere learning. Whit are the components of what we call

‘character’? J think courage and truth come first, since as

a great writer has said: ‘Without courage there can be no

truth, and without truth there can be no other virtue’
Kindlinesa and good humour towards one's fellow men of

every sort ure the foundation of good manners j nud you will
find thab good manner at 00) y stnoothe your own

path but will contrifid: » happiness of others;
while bad manners - of harm, especially
in the East where gon¢ ditional. Knowledge

builé ov a foundation ¢ th and good munners

will carry you through ; and vou will surely

have many difficulties

many af you, just at_

4 the beginning of the

it that the world has

u troubled world for

hes been shaken by a

great calamity, and mg @o time to recover. It

will need much hard work, goodwill and wisdom to put

Matters straight and to enable “mankind to enjoy the almost

infinite opportunities that science has opened to us./ For
this land of India in particular great possibilities of advance-
ment lie ahead, and also great perils. A young man should

never be duuuted by dificulties, und should always welcome
opportunity, T know vou will have an interesting time in
the yeurs ahead, in the great adventure of building up a new

world from the confusion in which we see it today.

You will be coming

the eud of the great

greatest of all problery

ever had to face. You

a nutinber of years, 2 rt

T remember a story a frieud told me about the end of the

last war,’ A few days after the armistice in France, a
senior officer found a young subsltern of the Coldstream

Gaards exercising his men in all the peace-time precision of

ceremonial drill. The senior suggested that this was a

rather sudder reversion to normal routine, with the war
barely over The young officer replied with magnificent
disdain: ‘‘Sir, I would have you know that this war has
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been only an incidenl in the history of the Coldstream
Guards’’.

Well, that is one point of view. This war, for all its
grim upheaval, is but an incident in the history of civilisa-

tion, and must not be allowed to interfere with the progress

of mankind and the normal routine of life. The world has

still to be fed—better fed than before; td be housed—better
housed than before; to be clothed—better clothed than

before; and beyond all better educated and given more

leisure to enjoy the fruits of better education All this is

possible, and it must be done, and it will be for ‘your genera-

tion to realise it, and to make a great forward stride on the

path of progress. War is utterly evil, and yet it brings
progress in its wake more quickly than many years of peace,

and it brings into relief the virtues of the common iman—

courage, comradeship, sels ice—-which are so often

overlaid by self-hitere ba the years of peace.

You may have h¢

and that I sometim

written by a poet wh

which have always re

‘He said that sti

Works on the a

And two thing

Since first. the

The beauty of ©

And the bravery of

Those are two things which will last, I believe, to the

end of time, certain}y for as long as we need: to look ahead.

If you can alwaye admire and enjoy the beauty of this
earth, and if you will face bravely whatever fate sends you,
I believe you will fulfil much of your purpose in life and

will enjoy your passage through it.

Finally, I would call your attention, as you have doubt-

less had it called before, to an advantage you here enjoy.

There can be no other large school of this kind set as high

up, within sight of the greatest mountains of the world;
so that while you are here and afterwards when you chink
of it, you can learn to say to yourself, what is, for a man

who loves the mountains, one of the loveliest of verses from

the Psalms: ‘‘I will lift up mine eyes to the hills, from
which cometh my help’. _

I wish to all of you in this fine school, good fortune,

now and in the years tc. come.
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His EixcenLency THE Vickroy’s Speecu to THE OFFIcERs,
Non-CoMMISSIONED OFFICERS AND MEN OF THE Ist Bn,

6 RaspuTana RirLes (WELLESLEY’S RIFLES), ON THE

20TH SEPTEMBER 1944.

It is a great pleasure for me to come here today to

weleome you back to India after five years of strenuous

compuigning abroad, during two years of which you served

under my command.

You may well take pride in the record of those five yeurs

fighting and of the battles enshrined in that record, which

includes names which will always be remembered, not only

in India hut wherever und whenever gallant deeds are told

or sung—-SIDI BARRANI, KEREN, HALFAYA PASS,

EL ALAMBIN, CASSINO. Those will be proud names

for ever in your history.

You bear in your

under whom you foug
worthily upheld the h:

T am glad to lee

fumous Highland Regi

has been commemorni

the pipes is the best of m

IT congratulate yo

honours you have wor

your comrades who h

India with such fame

continued success in th

me. of a very great soldier

.; and you have very

then had of you.

-omradeship with a

‘at exploit ut KERISN

March. A March on

Brave men.

ievemments and on the

te to the memory of

‘come your return to

#u all good fortune and

Hig ExceLLency THE ViICEROY’S REPLY TO AN ADDRESS BY

Dr. H. J. Nicnous, CHatrman, Apvisony COMMITTEE,

Inpia, Insriturion oF Civin ENGINEERS, Bompay, oN

THE OCCASION OF THE PRESENTATION OF THE DIPLOMA OF

Honorary MEMBERSHIP OF THE INstTITUTION To His

EXcELLENCY ON THE 7TH DECEMBER 1944.

Gentlemen,—I am very proud to have become an

Honorary Member of your great Institution of Civil

Engineers, und to receive the Diploma of Membership from

#0 distinguished a body of representatives, I hope you will

convey my gratitude to the President and to the Council.

When I was informed early this year of the offer of
honorary membership, | was highly gratified but, I own,

just a little surprised, since T have neither skill nor know-

ledge in mechanical matters. Though ] have owned and
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driven cars for many years, I know no more of what goes

on under the bonnet of a car than I do of what passes under

the bonnet of a womun; both are mysteries to me. So that

the ‘‘general advancement of mechanical science’’, which

is the object of your Institution, will not benefit much from

my personal efforts, though it will most certainly have my

warmest encouragement, And this, as you have told me,

is what is expected from honorary members.

] owe much to the work of the Royal Mngineers during

this war; they certainly lived up to the definition in a

couplet of Kipling’s that has stuck in my mind:

‘When the children of Israc] made bricks without straw,

They were learning the ordinary work of our Corps.”

Tn our post-war offensive against poverty in India,
engineers wil! certainly be in the forefront of the battle;

und you may rest af , support for the dovelop-
ment of the country schemes, irrigation,

road-muking, and ots Sactivities connected

with industries and ag a sure you will agree

with me that one of % India is a very great

incrense in the numbe chnical training, of all

kinds.

T deplore with you

experience, such as eng

inclination to tuke an.

would greutly benefit

normally too occupied wit

to his own kind in their ¢

Kipling.

Gentlemen, I thank you again for the honour which

your Institution has done me, and I assure you of my warm

interest in the progress of engineering iu India.

thet men of practical

idem have time or

sublic affairs, which

perience. They are

iiplcs service simply given

ext’, to quote again from

His Excecvency tne Viczroy’s Spegcu at THE ANNUAL

Prizk-Grvinc Ceremony oN Boarv tHE I.M.M.T.\S.

*DUuFFERIN’’, ON 7711 DecEMBER 1944,

I am grateful to you, Mr. Chairman, for your generous

welcome. J am very glad to have been able to visit this

Training Ship Dufferin. It gives me several opportunities:

the opportunity to express to the Mercantile Marine my

admirution for its work during the war; the opportunity to

see for myself something of what India is doing to train

her youth to the sea; and the opportunity to congratulate
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Captain McConnell and all of you on the standard of
character and education which you are setting in this ship.

Tam a soldier und must speak to you from the point of

view of a soldier, and, [ am afraid, a Jandlubber. It is

customary in writiug official nurratives of military opera-

tions—I have written some ten or a dozen during this

war-——to begin by outlining the plan for defeating the

enemy, then to deseribe the course of the fighting; and in

a sort of postscript to refer kindly but briefly to the work

of the transport-drivers and others on the lines of communi-

cation. The Moereantile Marine seldom, if ever, gets a

mention at all. It should really be the other way round.

Not merely does the success of any military operation

depend on the quality of the work on. the lines of communi-

cation; but no operation x. carried out unleas the

transportation syste der and the transport

personnel work with; Sperations carried out

by British or Indian war the story begins

further back still, with « Marine on the high

seas, bringing reinto: supplies, and with the

naval escorts protectin It is unspectacular

but vital work, the i: * successes and indeed

of our lives. Tt is wor in conditions of danger

and discomfort, thoug! <. comparatively little

recognition. 1 am g} ave this opportunity,

as a military commai xute to that work, and

to impress on you all i I know what I have

owed to it as 2 Comm: 3: I know what I owe

to it every day now as Viceroy of India. Former cadets of
this ship are playing a notable part in this work, as officers

of the Indian Mercantile Marine or of their naval escorts.

T understand that 50% of the 700 or so cadets who have

passed through this ship are actually serving at sea in the
Royal Tudian Navy or Mecantile Marine,

Next, I want to say a few words to you on the signi-

ficance of the career you have chosen, for yourselves and
for Indiu. It is a great service to which you are dedienting

yourselves, I think it is right to sayythat the seafaring

profession and the medical profession are the two callings

which have made the greatest contribution to the progress

of civilization. Both are lives of hard service, yours

especially. Both are of great value to humanity. Trade

by sea, earried on by the daring of the sailor, has been

always the vanguard in the march of civilization throughout

the world,
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To India the development of a Merchant Service is

specially important. 1 believe there are only two ur three

countries with a longer coast-line than India, probably only

two—Australia and the United States of America—with a

greater length of generally navigable coast-line. Russia

and Cunada may have longer stretches on the map, but

they are largely ice-bound and useless for trade. So it is

essential that India should have an adequate strength of

shipping, manned by her own citizens. I am glad to learn

that there has been a record number of applicants this year

for the training given on Dufferin.

Lastly, I should like to congratulate you all on what

T have seen here today, on the standard of training—moral,

physical and technical—which this ship upholds. I am

sure that you al) realise that in your service it is character

above everything elae that..caiust The sea does not long

tolerate a weakling ors Vhen I was a young

officer on the North-§ that was many years

ago, I am afraid—it ased on me that the

Pathan tribesman was cal examiner in minor
tactics; he was alway fu, he seldom let care-

lessness or irresolution ished, he acted quickly

so that your own decis be quick. I should say

that the sea was the be examiner of character:
any weakness, any hast ek of hardihood is
found out and is puni : Inter, and almost

always sooner. A har aba man’s life. Oak

and triple brass must & heart of the man who

goes to sea, said the Laideindet horace. Tf he had been

writing today he might have substituted teak and

hardened steel.

T wish you all good fortune in your training and in your
seafaring. You have a great opportunity in a great service.

His Pixcen_ency tuk Viceroy’s rpv.iy to His Exanrep
Hieuxnss tHe Nizam’s Speecu av THE State Banquet
AT HYDERABAD ON THE OTH DecEMBER 1944.

Vaur Exalted Highnesa, Your Highnesses, Ladies and.

Genttemen,—I thank Your Exalted Highness for the

cordial manner in which you have proposed the health of
my wife ond myself, and you, ladies and gentlemen, for

the way in which you have received it.

My wife and 1 have long looked forward to visiting this

historic State and muking Your Exalted Highness’
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acquaintance in person. Our first impression of your fine
capital has not belied our expectations, and thuse respon-

sible for its development are to be congratulated on the
success they have achieved in creating a modern town of.

magnificent wide thoroughfares and stately buildings out

of an old Moghul City, without destroying the evidences of
its historic past. IT was particularly impressed by the

imagination and skill with which the Usmania University

has been designed and is being built.

The war must inevitably be an ever present background

to all our thoughts, even at a social function like this. It

hus rightly been described by Your Exalted Highness as

one of the most terrible wars in history, how terrible only

those who have been through the scenes of devastation

caused by it can fully jud his fight dgainst totali-

tarian domination You ness has never faltered.

even in the darkest 4 iguished predecessor

hos already placed ¢ ‘> appreciation of the

part played by Your Bij ss not only in mobilis-

ing to the utmost for @ sof the war all the

resources of this grent so in inspiring your

people with belief in the ne Allied cause and con-
fidence in its eventual amyself also, in Decem-

ber last vear, had the j riting to tell Your

Ewxalted Highness hov the efforts of your-

self and of Flyderabs: tion of the war. The
survey which Your Eixs es has just given of the

mrliitarigus contributionsto the seer effort of yourself and
ot your State amply justifies these tributes.

i

It has given me great satisfaction to hear that plans
for post-war reconstruction have already been taken in
hand for the future well-being of the people of this State.
For it is essential that every Government should be pre-
pared in advance to meet the restoration of peace conditions.

A very difficult peried of economic readjustment is bound
to follow. and wise pranning, combined with the provision of
funds now, when money is Pientul will do much to ease
the period of transition. e Government of India are

muking cxtensive preparations to dea} with the many vital
problems which lic ahead; and T cau assure Your Fixulted
Highness that T shall do my best to see that the fullest
co-operation and help possibla is extended to the States.
The achievement of an agreement between the Government
of Madras and Your Exalted Highness’ Government over
the Tungabhadra irrigation scheme is u great step forward),
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and shows the mutual advantage of co-ordinating Hyderabad

schemes with those of her neighbouring administrations.

As you know, the feeding of India’s ever-increasing

population is one of the most pressing problems which has

confronted me ever since I assumed my present office.

Thanks to the co-operation ot the Provinces and States in
working the basic plan, the rapid extension of rationing

the success of the ‘‘Grow More Food’’ campaign, and

imports from overseus, the position has much improved

during the past yeur; but food must remain a source of,
anxiety to the whole of India, not only while war-time

conditions continue to interfere with transport, but also for

some years to come, until international co-operation has

brought buck food production and distribution to normal in

all countries of the world. It is most important therefore

that no administration i ecurdey should relax its

efforts to widen the hg and to increase the
production of foodgré 2 what Hyderabad
has already done in - taft field, but while

congratulating the St: on on the measure of

success they have ac , would urge them to

make even greater efor rat only in the interests

of their own people, hi Gring some relief to their
less fortunate fellow ce the deficit, areas beyond
the State’s frontiers

I was intereste good use which

Hyderabad has made ee: sta make, of the large

increase which the war MH to the State’s annual

income. The aborigina scheme to which Your

Exalted Highnéss has referred will] T trust, help to raise
the standard of living amongst a class of the population

‘ whose interests are often neglected. L also commend the
. five-year plan to provide free primary ednention in every

village of more than 1.000 inhabitants. Lf India is to derive

the full benefit of post-war developments, her sons and

daughters must possess at least the rudiments of educa-

tion. T congratulate this Stute-on the” steps which its

Government have taken to counter financial inflation. I

shall be interested to see to what extent the compulsory

suvings scheme which has recently been introduced by

Your [ixalted Highness’ Government succeeds in filling the

gap caused by the nbsence of any regular system of income-

tax in the State.

Ld

Your Exalted Highness has referred to the Reforms

announced in 1939 on which your Government has been at
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work, Tt gives me pleasure to learn that Advisory Com-

mittees ir association with the various Departments of your

Government haw been set up and have started their duties,

and I feel assured that the laws which you have passed for
the promotion of local bodies to assist in the administration

of the country will bear fruit in the enhanced contentment

aud prosperity of the people of your State.

I have beer informed also that Your Exalted Highness

recently issued a firman to your jagirdars urging the

necessity of their residing in and taking a personal interest

in the administration of their jagirs and doing something

for their people. No advice could have been more timely,

for in these duys uo persons in a privileged position can

hope to remain so, without/rendering some service to those
from whom they draw their livelihood.

This is neither the:

speculate on the posag

India ‘after the war,
States are to play the

polity, they must dey

tional governments in ¢

development. it would i

premier State gave the

Ladies and gentle

the health of His |

Hyderabid and Berar

of health and happiness

place for me to

developments in

i that if the Indian

in the future Indian

nd vigorous constitu-

rritories. Tn such a

¥ Hyderabad as the

i

Ee
you to rise and drink

ess the Nizam of

nm many more years

his State,

His MxceLLency Tuk ViceRoy's ADDRESS TO THE ASSOCIATED

CuamBpers or Commerce, Carcrrra, on 147TH DECEMBER

1944.

Your Excellency, Mr. President and Gentiemen,—I

thank you and the Associated Chambers of Commerce for

your cordial weleome. IT congratulate you, Mr. President.

on the clear and thoughtful way in which you have dealt

with India’s current problems. I appreciate that you have

handed to myself and to some of my colleagues in the

Government, | will not sav bouquets, but at least one or

two pleasant little buttonholes, which we shall be glad to
accept and to wear.

My first year as Viceroy has been a strenuous one and
T am afraid I see little sign of the second being less so.

My staff inform me that since taking over on the 20th
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October 1943, I have spent the equivalent of nearly twenty

weeks away from Delhi on tour, and have travelled well

over 30,000 miles. J have visited all the Provinces at least

once, and some of them two or three times.

I regret that in present conditions it is still impossible

for me to make the Viceroy’s usual winter stay of some

weeks in Calcutta My house is, as you know, oveupied for

war purposes; and the demands of war-time administra-

tion are so intense that it is not possible to be away long

from the Centre at one time. I hope, however, that
frequent short visits have enabled me to keep in touch with

Calcutta and Bengal.

J join with the President in welcoming His Excellency,

Mr. Casey, to his first meeting of the Associated Chambers.
Mr. Casey has had a brilliant record in Australia. the

V ast; and the wide

hered made him a

ip of Bengal during

have all realised the

in all branches of the

most happy choice fo}

these difficult times. ~

value of his energy an

administration.

I do not propose 4

you can all see for yal

your President has giv

course during the last ¥ say, however, that I
notice with a little regre¢ an with what he called
‘the almost incredible feats of the Russian armies’. I
yield to no-one in my admiration of the Russian Army,
which T have known well for many years, and of its achieve-
ments; but in this gathering don’t let us be too modest
about our own performances. I should like to put these in
the foreground, and in the present tense rather than in the
past. Surely, if there ever was a feat of arms which
might be called incredible, it was the landing on the
Normandy coast, the great victory over the flower of the
German Army, and the liberation. of the whole of France
and Belgium in such a surprisingly short time. I have read
‘much of war, and have seen a litte, and I am certain that
this will go down to history as one of the very greatest
military achievements of all time. And in that achieve-
ment the British Fleet, the British Air Force, and the
British and Canadian Land Forces played an outstanding
part. We do not yet know the respective shares in

eal regarding the war,
fl that is going, and

mary of its victorious



49

planning this great battle, nor is there any need that we

should. If wus a combined British, Dominion and

American plan and surely must have been the finest piece

of detailed planning in qilitary history. Jt was staged

from British soil and British ports; and in the subsequent

fighting the British forces took theip full shure. That

they should have been able to do so and to overcome such’

gvim defences cud such grin foes, und to attack with such

vigour after five years hard fighting is a tribute to the

endurance of the British race, and its steadfast power to

overcome danger or disaster.

In Ttaly too, British und Tndian arms have put up and

ure putting up a fine performance. Progress may seem

slow; but it must be realised that, just at the moment

when another assault on 8. gr acale would probably have

broken the German lugs} feta. (now Field

Marshal) Alexander, d promotion we all

welcome, had te send ns for the landing

in the south of Fran bis a stendy advance
ling gone on in taiost dit uo this Mediterraueau

theatre, Indian troops a great part. 1 will

read vou an extract frou nf General McCreery,

who has succeeded Ger 1 the command of the

8th Army. J kiow Gy vy well, and he is

certainly not one wi raise lightly, The

extract from his letter

“The Indian divi ing magnifivently, and
the latest afly distinguish itself

is the 10th Indian Division, Uufortunately,

IT have never served in India, so it is rather

eurous that when L was commanding a Corps

Thad at one time alt three Indian divisions

under my command, and Lam now filled with

an admiration for the Indinn soldier. Their

fighting spirit, skill, und endurance are out-

atunding. lFortunately although we had a

very wet October, the health of the troops is

still excelent, and everything will be done to

lool after them as well as possible during

this second trying Itullan, winter.”’ :

To continue the tale of our own exploits, British and

Indian On the eastern frontier of Indin we have won the

greatest land victory as yet achieved over the Japanese

forces, and have ustablished complete supremacy over them’
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This also was an Allied success, in which British, Indians,

Americans, Africans and Chinese took part; but the great

bulk of the victorious army was Indian. I am_ glad to

remember that during the sombre events of 1942 in

Malaya and Burma, | strenuously maintained that the

supremacy of the British and Indian soldier over the

Japanese would soon be vindivated, given adequate train-

ing in jungle fighting. I am sorry to see that in some parts
of the American Press there is stil] a tendency to decry the
fighting qualities of the Indian troops. I am quite sure it
does not represent general Americun opinion, certainly not

that of those who have fought alongside them.

In this victory over the Japanese on our Eastern

frontier, not only the fighting services in India, but the

Railways und Industry, an sour in the mines and in the

factories have all had « raise ig due to the people

of Assam, and partic tribesmen, for their

loyalty and steadines dship and adversity.

On other aspecta 1944, our success

over the U-boat men && victories of the

Americans and Australis outh-West Pacific, the

Russian advances, and ition of the Germans

from the Balkans, T 4 to speak. When the

end of the war will cors vet say with certainty;

it depends on the tuc¢ ovale; thut of the

Germans at least must eaking point, and that

of the Japanese consider

You will have netiveiietke sasih of Lord Munster to

ascertain the neais of the troops in India in the matter of

amenities. It wil: be most valuable. I am sure you will

realise that there is no suggestion that India has not done

her best to look after the troops who have been defending

her frontiers. It is simply that there has not been enough

of everything to go round, and for many years India has

had a low priority; on a world view, it was right that the

Indian front should wait while the maximum effort was

made on the Western front. It is not that we did not

represent our needs and ask for improvement; it was just

that the personne! and the things we wanted were uot

available. Now that the position has improved, and victory

is close in the Western theatre, Lord Munster’s visit has
been made to ascertain at first hand what can be done to

improve the amenities for troops and the medical and
nursing services. Both the Commander-in-Chief and my-

self are deeply interested in these improvements, and have
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continuously endeavoured to make the most of India’s

resources. Lord Munster coming from England has

naturally concerned himself mainly with the needs of the

British troops fighting so far from their homes; but he is

also representing to His Majesty's Government the require-

ments of Indian troops both here and in the Middle East.

India's war-time economy.

In his speech vour President put post-war problems

first and dealt with our war-titne economy later. I propose

to r- verse this order; since, however important our post-war

problems may be, the year of our greatest economic strain

and effort may still lie ahead. The end of the war in the

West will be indeed a mighty triumph over the powers of

evil, but it will not be fhe end; not until the Japanese are

finally and utterly defeated.in there be any peace for

India or for the world efeat Japan as rapidly

and thoroughly as posé “be the base for more

warships, more divis juadrons. The great
wer crisis for India « “am attucked Pearl!

Harbour and Malays, + execute a sudden
“about turn’? from We That brought the

dislocating strain of «& ¥ peated jerk. as damag-

ing to a nation's econo a the human frame.

Now that we are alre: strain, with all our

muscles of production; nee und transport

braced, it is eusier to sip {itional burden, heavy

though the total load wi & was to withstand the

original abrupt shock.

Our war-time economic measures have been criticised

as ‘‘too little and too Inte’’; and it is ensy to say that we

Bhould have foreseen all our troubles earlier. Accurate

foresight is rare in human affairs; and even where it exists

cannot always be translated into xection, That was a4

shrewd fnble of the Greeks that Cassandra who had the gift

of true prophecy had also the curse of never being believed.

We have now, however, fair warning of our additional

burden, can meusure the stress it will cause, and make

ready to take it. It will of course fall on those of our

economic sinews which are already subject to strain—the

sinews of finance, food, coal and transport. We may

examine briefly how far we are prepared to withstand any

additional burden on these.

Financial poaition.

I was glad to hear your President say that we had met

with a great measure of success during 1944 in our efforts
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to hold the inflationary threat. Tt is men of Commerca

who should be able to judge tlis shrewdly: and a tribute

from them is satisfactory. But toe strictest watch — is

necessary to hold off the danger; and the continued ¢o-

operation of the counnercial community is essential. T have

never found the word “inflation” very satisfactory; and

would prefer to compare our fitmeial danger with another

national danger which we lave to fave in this country. Yeu

have probably heard something of a calamity which — is

threatening the fields in parts of Northern India, that of

watersopging, due to excessive seepage of water out of the

irrigation canals. lt has become a very serious danger

indeed in parts of the Punjab, and measures on a large scales

have become necessary to combat it. The process of mone-

tary inflation is simular. To support the war and all the.

War projects, More wad 7K grey has had to be poured

into the financial chan: ¢Pe-residue of that money

after it hus done its ® brought baek into

ita parent stream by Government loans,

no harm would be dune y a considerable pro-

portion of it seeps away ouer channels, and just

as this overflow in the che whole water level

with disastrous results, § & uorcial parallel the over-

flow of incney raises el, also often with dis-

astrous results. Vario being taken in the

Punjab to combat th at would obviously

be effeetive would be anals with cement or

some imporous materia te icakage of any water

not apsottery necessary x6 fields; this, however,

is a very lengthy anid expensive process, and ean only be
done to a limited extent. An alternative solution under
trial is to pump back the water out of the soil by a very

large number of small tube-wells. Our financial remedies

are similar. We trv to dine our channels with various

forms of controls, but these can never be entirely effective

and we have also a most valuable remedy in a large number

of small savings with which to pump the excess of

eurreney back jutu Government loans. T ask the heads of

our great business houses to do everything possible — to

encourage lending to Government und especially the Small

Savings campaign.

in

We realise that the commodity controls which we have

gradually introduced have caused extra work and incon-

venience to honest traders. The Member for Industries and

Civil Supplies and his staff will always be glad to receive

uggestions from the public and from trade and industrial
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organisations. But until ‘we are built like angels not
men'’, as Kipling says in one of his verses, we must have

controls. We shall continue to strengthen and improve

them, but we have to feel our way step by’ tep; since if

there is one gertain lesson I have learned from experience
of the direction of both military and civil affairs, it is that it
is courting grave risks to go beyond one's administrative
capacity.

We never cease trying by ull means in our power to

increase the supply of consumer goods available to the trade

and to the dublic. In our water-logging parallel, this is
roughly the equivalent of finding more thirsty unirrigated

land to soak up the excess of water. -

Generally the situation report on ou financial front

during 1944 1s that we hax jy held our own, but have

gained some ground ire price control. But

the increasing needs set Japan, which is
likely to reach its pesk that there will be an

increased flow of finan nod that our defences

against water-logging & hened.

ai wrote of the miseries
ie repetita’’, twice-

been debated in such:

“try not to weary you

The great Latin sat

of having served up &

cooked cabbage. The

detai’;in so many plac

here with much repetiti « cabbage of stock

arguments. though I ameatmnd: Fiheve mw caviare, asparagus

or other delicacy to serve in its place.

I was glad to hear your appreciation of the work done

by the Food Department, and I[ take this opportunity of

saying that [ think that the l’ood Member and his scaff
have done a very fine job of work during 1944. As is

inevitable in such a difficult task they get more hard words

than kind ones, and they will be grateful for your recogni-
tion. | think they deserve a bouquet, not » mere button-
hole. . may add that I have been told by them of the help
they have received from large employers of labour and from

the members of these Chambers of Commerce.

T agree with you that the complaints about the quality

of prains supplied to ueficit Provinces have often been well-

founded and require the attention of both the Central and
Provincial Governments. These defects of quality have

sometimes been aggravated bv inadequate storage urrange-

ments. Iam trying to have both these defects remedied.
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Some progress has been made, but there is much more still

to be done.

During the critical period of 1943, Provincial Govern-

ments had to concentrate mainly on foodgrains. Man may

be able to live by bread alone, but he will surely not be

healthy on it; and I am glad to see that they are now

trying to improve the supply and distribution of milk, fish,

meat, eggs, noultrv and other perishable goods. I know

that it is the fashion to attribute the shortage of these

articles mainly to the Army, who are sometimes

pvilloried almost as if they were -vattle-lifters, nest-egg

robbers, chicken thieves, and fish poachers. I would say
on the contrary, as an almost entirely inprejudiced observer,

that the Army is doing much to show us civilians how to

increase our supply of thes eles of diet. The Army's

dairy farms have long bes yodel, and they are now

setting up poultry tms and refrigerating

plant on a large scal

3 solved and will be

Sut there are grounds

ago; and with the

het all will be well.

. vonvalexeent at least
nt our anxieties are

imports of wheat are

aatory quantity, it is

The food probler

with us for some years

for far greater confides

co-operation of the pu

Bengal is in a much }

if not wholly recovere

more m the south of £

arriving at a steady ri
rice shortage that is a: ble; aud you are well

aware of the difficulty ir tco-2ating populations to

consume wheat or other grains. I hope therefore that
Provincinl Governments will do their best to persuade all

their people who are, so to speak, bilingual in wheat and

rica to eat wheat only; and that those who-use rice only

us a luxury—and there ure many such, British and

Indiuns—will forego rice so us to make more available for

those who cannot do without it.

As has already been announced, it should not be

necessary, in view of the position in Bengal, for the Central

Government to accept any longer the entire liability for the .

feeding of Caleutta. This does not mean of conrse that

they will not be concerned to assure full supplies for

Calcutta; but it will probably be unneeessary to draw all

these supplies from outside Bengal. It would obviously

be wrong and wasteful to transport much needed rice from

outside bengal to Caleutta, while the Bengal Government

held large stocks.
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Transportation,

Tt was on our transportation system more severely than

on anything-else that the sudden jerk of our “about turn”’

at the end of 1941 fell. We had been facing west, quite
fairly comfortably; and had been exporting locomotives,

rolling stock and track to Jraq and elsewhere, while our

railway workshops were urged to make munitions and

undertake other war work. J can remember that not long

after I became Commander-in-Chiefsin India in July 1941,

I explained to a conference of the ruilway chicfs the need

for this and the great help it had been to the Middle Mast.
So that it was through their virtue not through their fault

that the railways were caught not fully prepared. The

difficulties of the sudden reversal caused by. the Japanese

attack were,nccentuated by th poorness of the communica-
tions in the threatened pareatTM

I can assure you.

improve the capacity

numbers of broad and

ordered, and many ha

have been placed both

The entire capacity of I:

ig fully employed, and th
stand, mostly constitues

the meeting--can hely

possible, Nearly 20,0

graph line huve been

ensive programme to

is in hand, Large

scomotaves have heen

4. Very large orders

4 abroad for wagons

eating railway material
ses——who are, IT under-

mbers represented at

the work as much as

telephone and tele-

a tailway network, and -

radio-communication bet narters and Divisions
has been introduced. Atk ; ruting staffs have been
trained; und in the railway workshops maintenance has

been given the highest priority, to the exclusion where

necessary of war work.

This programme should produce substantial results

neat year. In the meantime we ure doing our best under

the priority system to see that essential goods are moved

without undue delay

Iam aware of the difficult conditions of passenger

travel. The fnct, however, that the number of passengers

travelling ha» increased by about 20 million a month, or

86 per cent., since the eurly part of 1942—and this in spite

of ua travel only when you must’ campaign—shows that

the conditions do not deter passengers. It is a little difficult

to believe thut all these journeys are absolutely essential.

In view of the shortage of coul and the requirements of

the Army for coaching stock—not that the Army travels in
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any greater comfort than the general public, judging from

what I sometimes hear in leave camps.that I visit—any
rapid improvement is impossible. But the Railways. are

doing their best. I will take this opportunity to thank all
railwaymen for their fine service in the war. I was glad

recently at Tahore to see some of them at work and shall

hope to visit other railway centres.

Coal.

The coal position has, as Mr. Mealing indicated, been

# considerable headache to the Government of India
throughout the past year. I need not enter into the causes,

nor detai) the steps which are being taken to remedy

them, as 7 think they are well known to you.

It is an inappropriate ° ub I think it is true

that the outlook is is it was. Production

throughuut 1944, thee, gat, has been.greater,

month by month, thy ing figures for 1948.

We have succeeded i onsiderable amount of

machinery for open-cut f trust that there will

be a real improvement sarly months of 1046.

In fact, to use two reo wholly inappropriate to

coal mining, though we ut of the wood we are

beginning to see dayi

T have paid two

seen something of the

mining industry will ever able*pr contented until a real

effort is made ty establish a permanent labour force in good

conditions, The suspension of the ban on women working

underground—which the Government of India sanctioned

temporarily and with extreme reluctance—was necessitated

mainly by the tendency of the labour to migrate. The miner

has a hard and sometimes a dangerous life, and the counter-

attractions of surface work in which his wife coulc take part

and earn a wage were too much for him. If we are to pro-

duce all the coal we need for industrial development after
the war, it must be worth a man’s while to become a whole-

time miner; even ‘after the ban on women working below

ground has ‘been re- -imposed.

& coaltields and have
fs is doubtful if the

Post-War Problema.

80 much for India’s current economic problems. From

the brief review you have had of them by your President

from his commercial angle and by myself from my official

point of view, I trust you will have gathered confidence in
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our ability to keep the economic front stable, and in fact
to strengthen it, until Japan is beaten. If so, India will

be in a very favourable position to 1ace the problems of the
post-war world.

Her land has not been devastated; her losses in per-

sonnel have beeu comparatively light, even if we reckon

the deaths in the Bengal famine as war casualties; these

war losses have been more than balanced, taking a purely

utilitarian point of view, by the numbers of her people who

have received technica) training as a result of the war;

financially she has become a ereditor instead of a. debtor
country. In terme of property, of manpower, and of money,

India has gaine? during the war years rather than lost,

Look for 1 moment at our great Eastern neighbour, China;

with half her country occupied by a ruthless invader, her

ports seized, hey railways & 1p, her population reduced

by war and famine, her: astic level of inflation.

Consider Great Britaj pe every three houses
destroyed or damage: million tons of ship-

ping sunk tne very sland. State); more

than one quu..2r of a already lost out of 1
population of 45 millic accumulated wealth

gone with the wind an debts piled up, her

people paving willingly rfullyv—a scale of taxa-

tion unparalleled in §

Tf you look on th

sacrifices they have x

you will realise what

‘ world from the valley

of the shadow of evil, seatest menace that

civilization has faced «s af Genghiz Khan and
Timurlane. Look at Russia, with the enemy st one time

almost within sight of her capital, with her most fertile

fields and most valuable sources of industry at one time in

enemy occupation, with a large proportion .f her popula-
tion at the mercy of the enemy—a merciless mercy. These

countries, even when they seemed beaten to their knees,

faced the perils of war undaunted, and will face the perils

of peace with the same courage. India should both give

thanks that the efforts of these nations have saved her from

experiencing the devastation of war, which she—almost

alone of great peoples—has not felt for se many years; and

should determine to use wisely the marvellous opportunity

thus given her for development to a higher standard of

living and progress.

I do not propose to enter) into details of our post-war
planning. As men of business, you will realise the possi-

bilities and the difficulties. I will deal only with two broad
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aspects—the relations betweer agriculture and industry and
the financial problems.

Before doing so 1 should like to supplement what your

President has said to weluome the appointment of Sir

Ardeshir Dalal. The Government of India has been

fortunate indeed to secure the services of one who is not

only a most distinguished industrialist but has experience

as au administrator both of rural-and of urban India. I am

sure that we all appreciate the sacrifices he has made in

taking on this very arduous work; and wish him all success

in his efforts /for the progress of India.

Agricullure and Industry.

Though it does not arise directly out of Mr. Mealing’s

address, I should like to make a few remarks on the relative

importance of agriculture and.indusiry in the post’ var

development of India. if thera may be a tendency
in our plans to stress re at the expense of

agriculture. There y this Industrializa-

tion shows quicker » 38 results, enriches a

country and enables it ' , both on luxuries and

on social services, such ugation and communi-

cations. Also, T am uf of business have more

influence thar farmers 4 ition of State affairs.
But industrial expansio; and must not in India

be accomplished at griculture, which is
still the employment

rising population. ii 38

organization the Indinn. : id be assured of prices
for his produce that will své his own standard of
living and will encourage him to produce the additional food

needed for the proper nutrition of the existing population
and of its normal growth.

If you read economic history, you should also take
warning of the miseries caused to many for the profit of a

few by too rapid and uncontrolled industrialization. In

Great Britain, one hundred years ago, the conditions pro-

duced by the industria] revalution were deplorable. T read

some time ago a description of the manufacturing slums of

the Victorian era. which paimted the evils of the period with
a ghastly pen; we are still recovering from the damage

caused to the health and well-being of our working popula-

tion by the neglet o. sanitary, nutritive and housing condi

tions during that era.

Russia is another example of rapid industrialization,

where although the mistakes und cruelties of the Victorian

‘het in your post-war
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period in England were avoided, and the workers were given

reasonably good conditions, there was a very great loss of

human life, to be counted in millions, partly through loss of

balance between agriculture and industry.

India cannot go back to the spinning wheel, and mus}
develop her industry, but she should consider well these :and
other examples of the price that may be paid in human

health and life for too hasty or too greedy industrialization.

The financing of: progress such as India must make is

a very complex problem. One fact is inescapable. If you

want progress—and India not only wants it but must have

it—you have got to pay for it. No finuncial jugglery ean

produce for a nation in the long min greater wealth than

that with which it has been endowed by nature in resources

of minerals and such Uke, oraghich the skill, enterprise and

hard work of its populsiity erned. Tt is the business

of a nation’s financial t its wealth is fully

mobilised ‘wisely usec rad us to beriefit the

greatest possible num Intion. They cannot

create additional perm hough they can by «4

bold finarcial policy mak ited period overdrafts

on the annual income of iment to finance projects

which will eventually i aational wealth and

enable the overdrafts ta y their policy of taxa-

tion the heads of the 8 prevent the profits

of industry becoming the hands of the few

and from being used ft thes than to finance

further progress. But th iG magician’s wands, no

sleek rabbits of sudden ¢ ional wealth in the hat. The

prosai¢ tools of their trade are income-tax tables, slide-rules

and books of financial regulations. Hard work, hard sober

thinking und-sound judgment are the qualities by which they

obtain results, uot coniuring tricks.

In the old canons of so-called orthodox finance — the
budget hud to be balanced from year tc veor This is the
view of monetury stability that Dickens put into the mouth

of his fainous character. Mr. Micawber: ‘Annual income

twenty pounds, annual expenditure nineteen pounds, nine-

teen shillings and six pence, result happiness. Annual
income twenty pounds, annual expenditure twenty pounds

and six pence, result misery.’’ But I understand that Mr.

Micawber’s views ure no longer wholly accepted by financial
experts. They now admit the soundness of planning for

five, ten or even fifteen venrs ahead. But remember this,

if you are going to plan ahead, you must have confidence in

the stability of your Government for at lear’ that number of
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years; and you must realise that the bill has got to be paid
some time.

Our immediate difficulty in planning is to estimate what

sums ure likely to be available in the period after the war.
There is a natural tendency on the part of Provinces to seek

information from the Centre on the amount they may expect

to be allotted to them from Central Revenues; and an

equally natural reluetance on the part of the Centre to

commit itself to definite figures when there are sa many
uncertain and incalculable factors. We will do wnat we

eit to give guidance ts the Provinces; but for the immediute

future our systera of planning must be to see what we

require for each of our many needs: for improvements in

agriculture, for developments in industry, for the better-
ment of health, for the advance of education, for the

increase of communicatien This is the. method

on which we are work

Education, a plan fo

for Public Health, whe

have many hydro-elec

Once we have seen the

recovered from the shoch,

a long-term blue-priné fo

One direction, hey

we can make progress

or for blue-print, is ix

experts India will requ

electricity, in chemistry, . in building, and so

forth. It has been very pate rought home to me even

in a year’s experience as Viceroy, how woefully short India

is not only in persons trained in the applied sciences but in

institutions and facilities for training them. I hope that

young India will apply its abilities and energies towarda

these practical branches which will be of such value to India;

and possibly a little less to the profession of the law, in,

which I understand India is already quite reasonably well

staffed.

One uncertain factor in the finance of post-war planning

is, as you will realise, the scale of post-war taxation. India

may be a poor country, but I do not believe she is unbear-

ably bowed down at the present by war taxation. I hope

that when the war against Japan is over, India will decide

to declare war—relentless, unremitting war, with the whole
nation united—uguinst the savage enemies of peace;

poverty, disease, dirt, ignorance. Tf so, she will have to

maintain a war scale of taxation.

se can—when we have
ict priorities, and make

if seems to me that

ut waiting for peace

gany technicians and

ing, in engineering, in
TEE
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Belore I leave this subject of post-war development, I -

will mention very briefly two points. The first, which was

meutioned by your President, is the matter of sterling

balances, I share his entire confidence that these debts will

be honoured. But that dovs not of course inean to say that

India will at onee after the war receive a payment of so

many hundred millions in eash. She could not spend such

assum in the international muarket if she did. The manner

of payment of international debts incurred during the war

will require much discussion and negotiation. I am quite

coufident that in these negotiations, the value and magni-

tude of India’s coutribution to the Allied war effort will be

recognised; that her needs will be considered; and that the

mantier of liquidation will be arranged to meet her planned

development, T do not see that political considerations need

affect the settlement.

The other mutter «

few words is the re}

business. As T said

cordial spirit of co-ops

present in Grent Brits:

get together the better

not yet been possible

industrialists to the Uni

hope that it will not }

Id like to say a very

daritish and Indians in

! believe there is a

ds Indian business at

ter that representatives

retare sorry that it has

yected visit of Indian

ai to be carried out. |

i longer,

HH,

From the foregoing summary of India’s

position and problems ut the end of 1944, I will try to draw

one or two conclusions.

Firstly, we are still ip the tunmoil of a world at war,

an anerv world in which there is no place for unrealities.

We ars winning the war, but we have not yet won iF and

there can be no relaxation of the war effort. In facv (ndia

may have to play un even more important and perhaps even

more onerous role in 1945. The, more closely we concentrate

on this’our primary task, the ‘more quickly shall we come

to pease. Lverything else must still be subordinate to our

war effort.

Bat peace wil, not and certuinly should not bring for

Tndia any relaxation of effort. We shall have beaten off

the external powers of evil, we have still many internal evils

to lessep or remove and very much constructive work to do,

in order to bring the peoples of India to a proper standard

of living und fudia herself to her proper position in’ the
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world, as keeper of the peace and as a leader of prosperity,

thought and learning in the East.

I have given you some reasons to conclude that the

war has strengthened rather than weakened India and has

given her the grentest opportunity she has ever had,

ore besaneeenenaaes

Ifi—and this is of course a crucial if—India can solve

her political problems and present a united front to what

will be, for at least some vears to come, a stern, difficult,

troubled world. If she is still tossing with the fever of

political faction, or if her politiéal doctors decide that she

must undergo u major surgical operation such as Pakistan,

she may miss the opportunity that is hers to take, but can

be taken only by a nation at health vithin itself and fit for
a struggle that will test every nerve and sinew-—the struggle

for greater well-being gx buppiness in this great

land.

Whatever the fu

of the past thirty years:

adequately for the doe

leaders will do well to

i may be, the events

s that it must provide;
Scountry; and Indian

; closely.

mac for the moment the

dian, my advice would

sieve that your condi-

suld certainly try all

do not think that that

be sorhething like thi

tion calls for a seriou

other possible remedies’ t

‘Quit India’ mixture or: graha pills have done

you much good. 1 should ur leaving off medicines

altogether. and you may find that you are not as ill as you

think. Pethaps some fresh air and work in the fields would
do you good.’’ In other words, ) (lo not believe that there
are now real differences in principle between India and
Britain, or that the communal problem, difficult though it

is, is insoluble. But also I do not believe that we can solve

our problems by mutual recmminations and by harning on
past grievances and mistakes. Our best hope lies in work-

ing together. without trying to lav down detailed conditions

cr to decide everything before we begin work. To return

to the medical metaphor for » moment, I think the first

requirement for a return to healtk ts a faith cure, a belief in

the good intentions of the British people and in their

genuine desire for # settlement and for the welfare and

seli-government ot the Indian people. I can certainly

assure you that I should not be here if T did not believe in
those.
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Tt is commonly said that our current and post-wa
problems can only be solved by a National Governmeny,

but the precise meaning of the term is seldom or never
defined. I am afraid that to some a National Government:
may mean & government in which their own particular party

is in power. JT think of a National Government as one

formed to meet a national crisis, in which ‘‘none are for a

party but all are for the State’’, to quote Macaulay’s ‘‘Luys

of Ancient Rome’’.

I contend that we have such Government now, a

preponerantly Indian government, which in spite of all

the criticism: and abuse heaped on it is dag an essential

job of work for India, and is doing it on the whole extremely

well. It is making the mistakes, it is showing the short-

comings, inevitable in carrying out a very complex ‘task of

administration in difficult dynes, But it is accomplishing

the main tasks: it lis 5 var effort to the entire

satisfaction of the 1m rs; and it is making

a genuine and not v et to look ahead and

prepare for post-war ¢ mink India should be

grateful to her country? Government for the

courage and skill they ai i here express to them

my thanks for thei? wor

This does not mea)

Government-——nationai,

support of the main 4
serviceable to India’s.

nui some other National

n, but based on the

might not be more

‘ecause such a Govern-

ment would necessarily. Mcient than the present

government but because! the: ‘fa we have to make, now

and in the future, demand considerable sacrifices. The

average man is not willing to surrender comfort and income

for the benefit of those poorer than himself or of future

generations, unless he is coerced by a dictatorship, or led

by those in whom he has great confidence. If it were
possible to form such a National Government during the

war, it would quite clearly and quite definitely have to

function under the existing Constitution, no material change

of which is possible during the war. And its primary task

would have to be support of the war effort, not by mere lip-

service which is useless, but sincerely and whole-heartedly.

dt is now once more fashionable to demand a move

by His Majesty’s Government ‘‘to solve the deadlock’.

But remember that His Majesty's Government has made

two attempts in the last decade. The first was the

Constitution Act of 1935—a complete constitution based on

years of discussion and research. I agree with Mr. Mealing
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thut had that Act been worked in the right spirit, it would
have carried us fur, in fact I think we should new be near

the goal. The second attempt was the draft declaration

propounded by Sir Stafford Cripps. Both attempts failed.

After the second failure, His Majesty's Government

suid they could do no more and that India herself must

make wu coustructive suggestion. No such suggestion has

yet emerged; and the recent discussion between Mr. Gandhi

und Mr. Jinnah shows how intractable the communal

problem still is. I am glad to see that prominent Indians
are undertaking further discussion of the problem.

The previous rejections of their offers must naturally

muke His Majesty’s Government chary of a further advance

until they feel that the spirit of compromise and co-opera-
tion is real. But their desire for a solution remains per-

fectly genuine; and i have’ tq jndicate linés on which
progress might be att radian leaders desire it.

Gentlemen, I an ained you unduly. I

hope I have been able he whole a favourable

impression—in all bu * Reld—of the progress
of our affairs during ik wr prospects for 1945. I

will conclude in the war [the greatest war leaders

and statesmen of wl tu 2 Lineolu:

Wiculty, and we must“The occasion is p

rise with the occasion

His EXcenbency Tue Ver ECH AT THE OPENING OF

tHE Haturtr Hosprran, CawNvore, on 16TH DECEMBER

10944.

Your Eaeellency, Ladies and Gentlemen,—My wife

and J are very glad to have been able to come to Cuwnpore

for this occasion. We only wish our stuy in your great und

rising city, which has done so much work for the armed

forces, could have been longer. L remember that on the

lust occasion when J came here, ws Commander-in-Chief, I

opened some new laboratories for. scientific research on

problems of military equipment. Today I open another

example of the progress und enterprise of Cawnpore, this
time in the interests of peace rather than of war. In the

intervening period I have myself, rather regretfullv. been

converted from the purposes of war to those ot peace

I do not propose to re-congratulate all those whom His

Excellency the Governor has already congratulated. It is
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quite obvious that much hard work and devotion has gone

te the making of this fine building, which will greatly

enhance the reputation of its young architect, Mr, Sharma.

I will simply felicitate Cawnpore on obtaining this great
addition to its ‘crvic needs; and I am sure that Cawnpore

recognises with gratitude the initiative and energy of His

Iixeellenvy the Governor and of other able citizens, which

has resulted in thig project being so rapidly and effectively

executed.

Make no mistake though hospitals, even the best and

largest, are to some extent « confession of weakness. They

moan that we have failed to control public health at its

source. You will have noticed that there is no complacency

in the Governor’s speech and that he and his Government

recognise how very auch thure is to be done in the field of

public health, medica} :,.aedicine and nursing.

Many projects are u o control malaria, to
irnprove saidtation 2f to found maternity

clinics and to develop asures of all kinds.

Science is making new 3 preventive medicine

every day and we mui zit ip India with less

than the latest and best § an immense amount of

work to be done, and f see that your Govern-

ment in this Province! i broad lines and is

under no delusions «: fe of the task. But

ultimate success will * support, on public

insistence, and on putts = fo submit to the

taxation necessary to me

The great plans wi for the further indus-

trialization of India, which T warmly welcome, have grave ,

dangers. Industrial development, unless you are very care-

ful, means sluins; and slums mean disease and misery. We

know this only too well from our early experiences of the

industrialisation of England a hundred vears or so ago. I

hope that your Improvement Trust in Cawnpore will receive

all possible public support in its esential work. The best

efforts of Public Health experts can be set at naught by bad
housing conditions, such as exist already in parts of Cawn-

pore today. Your population has probably doubled during

the war, aud the public health problems common to all

great Indian cities must have been greatly accentuated,

The infantile mortality rate in Cawnpore in 1943 was

over 850 per 1,000 live births, This is much above the

urban rate for the United Provinces 4s a whole which is

209, and the rate for the urban and rural areas of the

Province taken together which is ubout 185. In Australia,

ue
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the comparable rate is under 40 und in the United Kingdom

under 60. These are terrible facts which reflect credit ou

none and discredit on many, past and present. But they

are facts which ntust be faced; and no good citizen should

be unaware of them or indifferent to the need of improve-

ment. If you really want improvement and ‘insist on it,

it will be fortheaming. It will be expensive; but nothing

ia 80 expensive and ruinous to a nation as disease, dirt and
misery which can be avoided.

T-have put these remarks on prevention of disease in the

front line of my address becuuse the subject is of such vital

importance. [ will now return. to your new hosoltal, which

is to eure such disease us cannot be prevented. Ln speaking

of it and of its mission to heal the sick, 1 propose to confine

myself to one subject, that of nursing, the improvement

of which 1 regard us of. 4 wgptunce to India. As I

have told you, we suff ies in England when
we turned to induste proper care for the

health of our workers, % nee should be a warn-

ing to India. The stor fa nursing service in

England has also u lessé ft is mainly the story

of a great und noble wai your Governor laid the

foundation-stone of this year, he mentioned the

name of Florence Nights igh, her history may be

familiar to manv of r retelling. She was

born in 1820 and pre to-do old-fashioned

English family. She to lead the quiet

domestic life of a wall- the prosperous 19th

century to marry some yaure and to raise a large

family: But from early days she showed an _ interest,

which at that time wus considered odd and almost unnatural,

in nursing and the alleviation of pain. Nursing was © still

regarded ir. Englund as #» menial employment for which

neither training vor intelligence was required. But

Florence Nightingale was far ahead of her time. In spite of

her parents’ opposition, she missed no opportunity of visit-

ing hospitals, of undergoing training and of fitting herself

for what she felt to be her vocation. By 1854 when the

Crimean War broke out, she had unique knowledge and

experience; and this fuct happen.d to be known to the

Secretary of State for War, who was a friend of her family.

When the British medicul arrangements n the Crimea

broke down, the Government appealed to her and at seven

days’ notice she set sail for the Crimea with a band of

women whom she had persuaded to assist with the nursing

in the great military hospital at Scutari.
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After long struggles in the most appalling conditions

she achieved a large measure ol reform, saved many lives,

and earned the gratitude of the whole urmy. She returned

home to Jingland to find herself a national heroine. But

the only form of recognition she would accept, apart from

a brooch presented to her by Queen Victoria, was the

formation of a Nightingale Fund to found a Sehool of

Nursing.

The achievements of Florence Nightingale were due

first to a refusal to accept as inevitable the standards that

provailed round her. Dirt and disense did not make her

shrug her shoulders, they roused her anger. ‘‘I do well to

be angry’’ was the burden of her reports from the Crimea.
And secondly she would not admit defeat. When she was

told by the highest authority that ‘it eaunot be done’’, she

used to reply quietly “Fk be done’’; and it waa.

aMfession of nursing in

idice and ignorance

vrdly be denied that

12¢ In India. This new

nplete success without

educated, trained and

hem British, have done

work in hospitals. all

age, always a strain,

“handle, In so far as

for women to be

This great wom

Ingland and broke

and indifference to ds:

there is the same fine §

hospitul of vours will :

an adequate and assure

devoted nurses. Nurse

and are doing splend

over India; but there

always more work t!

any social system make :

educated or to take uy hy werk like nursing, that

system surely stetids Manv uppeals have

already been made for Tidian wotnen to join the nursing

profession: and Land my wifv shall continue to appeal. |

know that it will need pioneers among Indian women,

brave enterprising spirits, like [lorence Nightingale, to

bring about the change we shorld all like to see.

You will forgive me T qm sure for not having confined
my remarks to the compliments and congratulations which

are richly deserved. The dark side of the picture is too

serious to be disregarded and it does no gaod to conceal the

truth, A strong committee under the chairmanship of Sir

Joseph Bhore is now examining the problems of medical
relief and public health. and when its report is received

early next sear we shall have a full and authritative state-
ment of India’s needs. But these needs will not be met

unless public opinion demands that they should be, and is

prepared to pny the cost. Tn the general attitude
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towards public health problems T should like to see in India

more of the ‘‘divine disuontent’’ that was in Florence

Nightingale.

My wite and 1 are most grateful to you for your recep-

tion of us here today. This hospital, called by the name

of one who has devoted a long career to the service of India,

is a worthy first instalment towards the war on disease that

IT am sure this great city will continue to wage. I have

great pleasure in declaring open the Hallett Hospital; and

in asking you all, whatever your creed, to join with me to

invoke a blessing on the work for humanity of this hospital,

and of ‘all who will work in it, doctors, nurses, and other

staff.

His EXcELueNcy THE Vices

Apvisory Cot

Abinss TO THE TRANSPORT

ANUARY 1945.

ation.”’

In a story Kipling

world happily free of w:

controlled by an inter:

above dictum. It has g

since; and the more ex

war, the more I appr.

years in high militar

forward as a parallel dk

vertainly it is the raliny roiiitary operations; and

no campaign has better NHStri his than that on the

North-Hast frontier of India and in the north of Burma.

In peace I am quite clear that the improvement of

communications has always led the way 1m social progress.

It was this belief that caused me to say iu my first public

speech as Viceroy more than a year ago at Caleutta:—

‘IT do not sce how it is possible to effect any great

improvement in health or education in’ the

villages of Tndia until they can be reached
surely and quickly at all times.

Nor in fact can one decide on the number of schools,

or dispensaries and hospitals required for a district until

the means ot movement in that district are determined and

known, Vhus it seems to me that the first step in all the

schemes for the social progress of which India ig in such

desnerate need, and which are now so much under public
discussion, must be the improvement of the mean: of

rs ago about a future

#, human affairs were
ip whose motto was the
xk in my Memory ever

had of both peace and

a! cruth. After some

1 inclined to put

ar is Transportation”’

i
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communication; not ouly the muin roads, but the minoy

district and village roads. Again, in any big agricultural

or economic undertaking such as un irrigation or hydro-
electrig project the making of rouds is almost invariably a

first requirement,

So that TI regard this conference as im many ways the

whole foundation of the planning for India's social and

ecouonie progress, On the whole, conditions in India, in

physica) features und climate, are favourable to the develp-

ment ol rows, transporl; but the size of the country and the

distances make the problem an immense if not a parti-
cularly complicated one. The new feature which has to he

considered i our present scheme of road development is the

motor vehicle, Although motor transport bas long — since

established itself in othey countries, in India up to the

beginning of this war tree aspart played a minor part

in the general systern, vafon. Tudia had no

motor industry of hey -developed railway

system was generalls ent for the needs of

those who wished to { ihe bullock cart still

remained the normal ¥ untryside and matched

the pice of life and bus After the war it must

be expected that motor » piny a far larger part.

There are likely to be s and many drivers

available altnost at of ailitary organisation ;
and if Tndian Agricull usiness are to take

full advantage of thet lay must be prepared

to make a greater use ' transport.

IT have +o far spo oily, but you have of

course to consider the railways aswell, aud I presume air
transport also so far as if muy affect your problems of road

and rail. The relations between roads and railways will be

one of your usin problems. J do not propose to go into

the arguments on this problem but it is of the utmost

importance that the Council should reach definite conclu-

sions on this «uestion of co-ordination. We must at all

costs avoid the difficulties and disputes which uncontrolled

exploitation of road transport. brought in the United

Kingdom in the vears after the last war. What form the
relationship between railways and roads should take is for

you to consider. There are three interests involved which

will have to be reconsiled: the interests of cne public, who

reqdre conve tient transport for passengers and goods at a

reasonable rate; the interests of the railways which, for

reasons of which you are uware, are at some disadvantage

in competing with road transport and may be subjected to
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severe loss, a loss which in India would fall on State
revenues; and the interests of those enterprising people who

are prepared to undertake the provision of services of road

transport. How far State control should go, and how it

can best reconcile these three interests will be a subject

of your deliberations.

The ueeds of war have produced certain developments

in road construction; and both the Uentral und Provincial

Governments will have to cousider how far military nethods

of work und organizntion may be applicable; it may be

advisable to tuke over some of the work companies that

have been formed for military purposes und use them in-

some kind of quusi-military orgnuisation for the — civil

purpose of roud improvement. [ understyund that the

methods of organisntion of roml construction used in

Australia may be of «¢ terest, since Australia
has great experience na senle and over

distunces comparabl problem,

You will also have

and upkeep on the ronds

this will obviously tive

and probably a comrso
Centre. Road transpe:

few sdotable. exception

lorriés thuv ply on ¢

safe, comfortable o pit
they should not be ‘sa +

establish a strong Provififis

w to control the, traffic

ive been constructed;

provincial arrangements,

y be laid down by the

ts in India, with a very

st primitive. The

very seldom clean,

here is no reason why

ta the =Provinces to
aPlaart y, get the lorry traffic

inte the hands of reliable and resonreeful organisations and
provide » proper service for the public.

Pana

Finally, there will be what is usually the most difficult
problem of all, the question of how to finance the great
progranume of roed coustruction which is needed; und how
to apportion the cost between the Centre and the Provinces.
Th most countries the principle is adopted that the users
of roads should pay for their eonstruction and upkeep by
means of a tax on the means of lacomotion, a tax on the
vehicle itself and a tax on the petrol it consumes. I think
it is obvious that in such a large country as Tndia with such
a great programme to undertake this principla may not
provide an eutirely satisfactory basis for the financing of
road construction and maintenance, and the problem may
have to be considered in the context of the general financial
resources available for development.
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The great thing is to get something moving a8 soon as

possible, since the problem of communications seems to me

to be the whole basis of India’s social and economic

advance, which we ure all so anxious to forward.

His Excertency THE Vickroy’s RepLy TO THE ADDRESS OF

His Hicuress tok Manaraga oF Nepan, at BaGuMaRa,

18rxa January 1045.

I thank Your Highness for the warm words of goodwill

and understanding you have spoken, which are in accordance
with the long traditions of friendship existing between

Great Britain and Nepal. J will certainly convey to His

Majesty the King-Emperor and His Majesty’s Government

your messages of goodwill

As a soldier [T hav

ciate the valie of Neg

during the last. Nepa

by us as staunchly in

rejoiced with us in th:

such steadfast friendshiy

The record of the &

number of rewards th

than 8 Victoria Crosse

their usual great cou

Chief and myself havé i with the good

quality of the recruits st forward in spite of the

heavy drain on the mir ‘ sill country. TJ am

algo pind to henr of the success of Your Highness’ Nepalese

Contingent in the Burma fighting.

As Commander-in-Chief and as Viceroy T have had some

correspondence with Your Highness and bave learnt — to

recognise the cordial and ready co-operation you have

always afforded in all matters. it has been a real pleasure
to meet Your Highness und to reiuforee that feeling by
personal friendship. | am rejoiced to find Your Highness

in such good health and spirits, and able to finish a day's

sport as fresh and as keen as any of my As.-D.@.

On behalf of my wife and myself and all my staff I
thank vou most warmly for the splendid hospitality and
wonderful sport you have shown us, which have made

this visit to Nepal an unforgettable experience. The
admirable efficiency of ull the arrangements mude both in

camp und in the field have much impressed us, and I

would ask Your Ifighness to convey our deep appreciation

o know and to appre-

d during this war us

¢ friend but has stood

‘versity as she has

cuss. We nppreciate

a

Sps in this war, and the

hich include no fewer

hev have fought with

The Commuander-in-
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of them to all concerned. I know that Your Highness has
yourself taken a great personal interest in the arrange-

ments. I am sorry that the untimely rains should have

added to your anxieties, but uny difficulties they caused

have certainly been overcome.

T will now ask ull those present to express our grateful

thanks by drinking Your Highness’ health.

Appress To 7tH Raspets, at NOWSUERA ON THE 23RD

January 1045,

It has given me great pleasure to present new colours

to one of the most distinguished battalions in the Indian

Army: ata time when the reputation of the Tndian Army

all over the world st n ever before in its

long and honourable

The colours of a°

and glories of that pr

all soldiers of the gre

service—courage, loyul

These are noble quatities

a nation is to prosper x

comes, J am sure that ¥

you have learnt in t

service which your ea

T need say little

-enshrine the history

. but are a symbol to

hie traditions of their

sce, good comradeship.

ial in peace as in war if

ive. When the time

ito civil life the lessons

i traditions of right

i Which are blazoned on

your colours, you know | better than 1 do. Their

record tells of two things: ‘ihe’ great part that this unit

has played in welding India into one mighty whole; and

that in defence of this Tndian motherland it has fought on

all her land frontiers, to the west, to the north-west, to the

east. ‘The memories of those victories will inspire you to

keep the land inviolate for the future.

Some fine soldiers who have risen to high rank have

served in this regiment, including one, Sir Henry Norman,

who but for the accident of ill-health would have been the

first to be Field-Marshal und Viceroy. It is fitting that

there should have been brought up in this regiment the first

Tudian Commander of this Indian Army to have won high

rank in the field Brigadier Kariappa. He will be, T am sure,

the forerunner of many more.

May these colours remain to you symbols of your

loyalty and courage: records of a gallant aud glorious past,

promises of a great and glorious future.
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Brospcast SpeecH py His EXceELLENCY THE VICEROY AT

New Deuu on Mtn Jung 1946.

T have been authorised by His Majesty's Government

to place before Tndian political leuders proposals designed

to ease the present political situation and to advance India

towards her goal of full self-government. These proposals

are at the present moment being explained to Parliament

by the Secretary of State for India. My intention in this

broadcast is to explain to you the proposals, the ideas under-
lying them, and the method by which I hope to put them

into effect.

This is not an attempt to obtain or impose a constitu-

tional settlement. His Majestv’s Government had hoped

that the leaders of the Tidian parties would agree amongst

thernselves on a settlornent of the communal issue, which

is the raain stumbling-} Shis hope has not been

fulfilled.

In the meantim

taken und great proi

commol: effort by the

therefore propose, with

Governinent, to invite |

Provineal politics to tak

the formation of a ney

tive of organised poli

Council would repre:

opportunities to be

ed, which require 4a

: of ull parties. 1

bpart of His Majesty's

“ss both of Central and

ith me with a view to

saci] more representa-

The proposed new

yumunities and would

include equal proportio: indus and Moslems. It

would work, if forme : existing Constitution.
But it would be an entirely Tidian Council, except for the
Viceroy and the Commuander-in-Chief, who would retain

his position as War Member. It is also proposed that the

portfolio of External Affairs, which has hitherto been held
by the Viceroy, should be placed in charge of an Indian

Member of Council, so far as the interests of British India

ave converned,

A turther step proposed by His Majesty's Government

is the appointment of a British High Commissioner in India,

as in the Dominions, to represent Creat Britain's commer-

cial and other such interests in- India.

Bush a new Myeentive Council will, you realise, re-
present a definite advance on the road to self-government.
Tt will be almost entirely Indian, and the Fiuanee and
Home Members will for the first tine be Tudinns, while an
Indian wili also be charged with the management of India’s
Foreigt: Affairs. Moreover Members will now be selected by



14

the Governor-General after consultation with political
leaders; though their appointment will of course be subject

to the approval of His Majestv the King-Hmperor.

The Council will work within the framework of the

present constitution; and there can be no question of the

Governor-General agreeing not to exervise his constitutional

power of control; but it will of course not be exercised

unreasonably.

I should make it clear that the formation of this

interim Covernment will in no way prejudice the final
constitutional settlement.

The main tasks for this new Mxecutive Council would

be:—

First, to pro

with the uin

defeated.

Secondly

British India

war develaprs

permanent ear

come into fore

Thirdly, #

the Govern

which such ©

third task is

the war against Japan

Japan is utterly

the Government — of

“manifold tasks of post-

af it, until a new

n be agreed upon and

when the Members ot

sible, the means by

be axchieved. The

I want to make it

quite clear th: uor His Majesty's

Government have t of the need for a long-

term solution, and that “the present proposals are
intended to make «a long-term solution easier.

I have considered the best means of forming such a

Council; and have decided to invite the following to

Viceregul Lodge to advise me:

Those now holding office as Premier in a

Provincial Goy emment; or, for Provinces now
under Section 93 Government, those who last held
the office of Premier.

The Leader of the Congress Party and the

Deputy Leader of the Muslim League in the

Central Assembly; the leader of the Congress

Party and the Muslim League in the Council of

State; also the leaders of the Nationalist Party and

the European Group in the Assembly.
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Mr. Gandhi and My. Jinnah as the recognised

leaders of the two muin political parties.

Rao Bahadur N. Siva Raj to represent the

Scheduled Classes.

Master Tara Singh to represent the Sikhs.

Invitations to these gentlemen are being huuded to them

toduy and it is proposed to assemble the Confereuce on

25th June at Simla where we shall be cooler than at Delhi.

I trust that all those invited will attend the Conference

and give me their help. On me and on them will lie a heavy

responsibility in this fresh uttempt to muke progress towards

a final settlement of India’s future.

If the meeting is successiul, I hope that we shall be

able to agree on the formuti [the new Executive Council

at the Centre. I also Jo tuk wil be possible for

Ministries to re-assum 2 undertake the tasks

of government in t} udministered under

Scction 93 of the Const that these Ministries

will be coalitions.

If the meeting shou

on us at present until the

The existing Executive

able work for India, w

cannot be agreed.

But T have ever

tely fail, we must carry

ready to come together.

: has done such valu-

£ other arrungements

neeting will succeed,

if the party leaders wil the problem with the
sincere intention of workitne withiare and with each other.
T can assure them that there is behind this proposal a most
genuine desire on the part of all responsible leaders in the
United Kingdoin and of the British people as a whole to
help India towards her goal. 1 believe that this is more
than a step towards that youl, it is 2 considerable stride
forward, and a stride on the right path.

I should make it clear that these proposals affect
British India only and do not make any alteration in the

relations of the Princes with the Crown Representative.

With the approval of His Majesty’s Government, and
after consultation with my Council, orders have been given
for the immediate release of the members of the Working
Committee of Congress who are still in detention, T propose
to leave the final decision about the others still under
detention as the result of the 1942 disturbances to the new
Central Government, if formed, and to the Provincial
Governments.
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The appropriate time for fresh elections for the Central
and Provincial Legislatures will be discussed at the

Conference.

Finally, [| would ask you all to help in ereating the
atmosphere of goodwill aud mutual confidence that is

esselilial i we are to tuthe progress. The destiny of this

great country and of the mummy millions who live in it

depends on the wisdom and good understanding of the

leaders, both of action and of thought, British and Indian.

at this eritical moment of Ludta’s Justory.

India’s military reputation never stood higher in the

world than it does at present; thanks to the exploits of her
sons drawn from ull parts of the country. Her representa-

tives at Tuiternational conferences have wou high regard for

their statesmanlike attitude. Svmpathy for India’s aspira-

tions and progress tos rv was never greater or

more widespread, W ssets if we can use

them wisely. But it t will not be quick:
there is very much i many pitfalls and

dangers. There is on: ‘thing to forgive and
forget.

I believe in the futur

will further her greutue

tion and goodwill.

and as far as in me lies

1 all for your co-opera-

His EXcELLENcY THE ¥

LEADERS CoNFE

‘ENING REMARKS TO THE

arn June 1046,

Before we begin on the agenda of this Conference, the

outcome of which will have a momentous influence on the

destiny of India, | feel there are a few words I should say

to you.

First, I weleome you all as men who by character and

ability have risen to leadership in your Provinees and

parties. T have culled you together from all parts of India,

at this critical moment in her history, to advise and help

me in advancing India towards prosperity, political freedom

and greatness. T ask you to vive me that help in a spirit

of broad co-operation towards the good of India as a whole.

It is not a constitutionul settlement, it is not a final

solution of Tidia’s complex problems that is proposed. Nor

does the plan in any way prejudge cr prejudice the final

issue. But if it succeeds, | am sure it will pave the way

towards a settlement; and will bring it nearer:
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The xtatesmanship, wisdom and goodwill of all of us

is here on trial, not merely in the eyes of India but before

the world. I gnid in my broadcast that on all sides there

was something to forgive und forget. We have got to rise
above the level of old prejudices and enmities, and of party

and sectional advantage; and think of the good of India,

the good of 400 million people; and how we can best

combine to implement these new proposals made by His

Majesty’s Government for the advancement of India, now

and in the future. Tt will not be easy, and unless we can

place our deliberations at a high common level, we shall not

succeed.

You must accept my leadership for the present. Until

there is some agreed change in the constitution IT am

responsible to His Majesty's Government for the good

government and tranguillit din. T ask you to believe

in me as a sincere fri FE will endeavour to

guide the discussion a in what I believe

to be the best interests

On the column wh

House crowned by the §

words: ‘In Thought

Cournge, In Life Service

will make a good guide ;

ront of the Viceroy’s

are engraved these

ord Wisdom, In Deed

ndia be great.’ They

erence,

His MxckLLENcCY THE

SimLa OonFaa®

7D ADDRESS TO THE

a Jung 1045.

1. The Secretary of @Stiaie'sarinouncement and my

broadcast on the proposals are in the hands of Members

of the Conference. They have been collated in a special

manner for purposes of comparison.

2. I propose to begin by going through them in order

to ascertain that there are no doubts about the scope and

intention of the proposals. Before we discuss them in

detail, we must be clear about their general principles and

are thinking along the sume lines. [ do not want at this

stage to discuss the merits or demerits of the proposals,

siniply to ascertain that the meaning is quite clear. You

will have an opportunity to discuss the general principles of

the proposals later.

3. 1 propose to say a few words by way of introduction.

As I have already said, these proposals are not intended

in any wey as a substitute for the final goal of Indian self-

goverument, they are intended as a step towurds it. They



78

ure put forward since recent events have shown that agree-

ment between Indians on the constitutional issue is not at

present possible, in the hope that working together on

common problems mav make ihe approuch to a final settle-

ment easier.

You are all aware of the immense problems in front of

India, both at home and abroad, apart from the war with

Japan. <As I said in a speech in Caleutta last December,

these problems require for solution political leadership, and

this is what the proposals are intended to provide.

The proposals also huve in mind that Political India

has so concentrated upon her internal troubles that the

importance of her position in the outside world has been

neglected. For all our troubles, und although in many

respects backward by western stundurds, we are well ahead

of our neighbours in Asi, ¢ 2.4 Yight to a position as

a leading “Asiatic. Powe! amongst the most

impor tant countries «t has a great part to
play in the world at. try, and the Arts, in

Science and Philoseph tnternational affairs.

Here again, political | needed. India must

speak with one voice a

outlook on the part of

evelution, if we accept

arty differences and

tive Council—a real

for a party and all

The proposals imply

all of us, amounting

them we muat be det
to establish at the ©

National Government

are for the State--pledge ¢ war and to undertake

a great programme cf saci omic reform. For that

it is absolutely essential that the parties must send to the

Executive Council their very best men, who alone can give

the decisive leadership we need. Tf we are to be effective

as a Government, our relations inside it must be close and
friendly. There are plenty of critics inside India and out-

side who have said and who continue to say that the pro-

posals are inpracticable, because the Viceroy will not

refrain from meddling. because Hindus and Muslims will

be unable to agree. because the smaller minorities will be

uneasy and hostile, becanse the Central Government will
be unable to work asa term. I believe that we can prove

the eritics wrong, nnd do a great work for India; as far as

I am eoncerned I will give all the help and co-operation

that I can.

We have also to consider the Provinces, where the same

sincere determination te co-operate in| & common pro-

gramme is needed. Both at the Centre and in the Provinces
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we have got to remember the interests of the minorities

who are vot represcuted here; Indian Christians, Anglo-

Indians and others. It will be wise to treat them

sympatheticully aud generously.

His Excettency Tug Viceroy'’s STATEMENT TO THE SIMLA

CONFERENCE, ON 14tH Juty 1945.

lL must give the Conference an account of what has

huppened since we adjourned on 29th June. “As you know,

my original intention was that the Conference should agree

upon the strength and composition of the Executive
Youncil, and that thereafter parties should send me lists of

names. To these lists Toy if aevessary, have added

names of my own, to form on paper an

Exeentive Couneil acceptable to His

Majesty's Governme: the Conference. I
intended to discuss Fr: ith the leaders, and

finwlly to put them & eg.

2. Unfortunately,

ubout. the strength a

Couneil, aud on the 2

upproval of the Conte

tion uot based on any

the parties to Jet me

do what 1 could to pra

leaders and to the Confercnée,

ce was unable to agree

“ of the Executive

idertook, with the

ur to produce a solu-

Fin advance. T asked

Himes. and said I would

‘isn acceptable to the

3. T received lists from al! parties represented here

except from the Muropean Group, who decided not to send

a list, and the Muslim Lengue. 1 wus, however, determined
that the Conference should not fail until I had made every
possible effort to bring it to a successful ending. I there-

fore made my provisional selections including certuin

Muslim League names, and T have every reason to believe
that if these selections had heen aeceptable here they would
have been acceptable to His Majesty's Government.

4. My selections would, T think, have given a balanced

aud efficient Executive Council, whose composition would

live been reasonably fair to all the parties. I did not find

it possible, however, Lo accept the claims of any party in

full. When I explained my solution to Mr. Jinnah he told

me that it was not acceptable to the Muslim League, and

he was so decided that I felt it would be useless to continue
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the discussions. Jn the circumstances J did not show my

selections as a whole to Mr. Jinnah, and there was no object

in showing them to the other leaders.

5. The Conference has therefore failed. Nobody can

regret this more than I do myself. I wish to make it clear

that the responsibility for the failure is mine. The main

idea underlying the Conference was mine. If it had

succeeded, its succuss would have been attributed to me,

and T cannot place the blame for its failure upon any of

the parties. T ask the party leaders to accept this view,

and to do all they can to ensure that there are no recrimi-

nations. It is of the utmost importance that this effort to

secure ugreement between the parties and communities

should not result in a worsening of communal feeling. T ask

you all to exercise the grei

6. I have now +

remind you that, whi

three tasks mentioned

of the war against Jy

administration and prep

must be performed by ¢

time being in office. Tt:

tasks are performed +

impose, and T cannct:

xt steps. I must

the first two of the

cust—the prosecution

satrying on of the

post-war development—

ment of India for the

.ilnty to see that these

st energy that I can

ndrance to them.

7. I propose to tak ‘me to consider in what

way I can best help Tad athe failure of the Confer-

ence. You can all help best by refraining from recrimina-

tions. The war against Japan must be carried on, and law

and order must be maintained; and until T see my way more

clearly than I do now, it may be difficult, perhaps impossible

to suggest any new move. No Government can carry on

under the daily prospect of change or dissolution. J have

to secure the stability and day-to-day efficiency of my

Government, and it would be impossible to enter upon

continuous or even frequent political discussions of this
kind, Whatever decisions His Majesty’s Government may

takp in the near future must therefore, in all probability,
hold good for sorne little time.

8. IT thank you all for the help you have given me,
and for the restraint, patience and understanding which you
have shown. Do not any of vou be discouraged by this set-
back. We shall overcome our difficulties in the end. The
future greatness of India is not in doubt.
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Hig Exce.uency THE Viceroy’s Broancast SPEECH ON
(J.) Day, Wepnespay, THe 151i Aveusr 1945.

The greatest and most destructive war in history has

been ended by the unconditional surrender of the Eastern

aggressor, Japull, who has suffered the same well-deserved

fate as the Western auyzressor, Germany, Japan, with her

insensate ambition and militarism, was a real, close and

deadly menace to India; and her defeat is in a special sense

India’s victory. | think there are compuratively few who

realise the peril in which India stood during the summer of

1042, or have fully appreciated what the consequences of a

Japanese invasion would have been.

Japean’s record of uggression has been long and wanton,

beginning in 1931 with the seizure of Manchuria from an

older, wiser. but militarily gker nation. Six years later

when she saw that th itions was powerless or

unwilling to force he prey, she attacked

at Shanghai the her Achbour; to encounter

this time the stubbo an enduring people,

au resistance which, te ' China, has continued

ever since until this v A few years later

Japan in her arrogance. play for the dominance
of the Eastern world; s!} ® ussassin’s treacherous

blow at Pearl Harboe tending to negotiate,

and invaded Malaya of another weaker

power, whose country ied under no other

pretext than that of «

For a time all wen rruu. Her suceesses in

Malaya, ut Singapore, it Borneo, dava and Burtna brought

het within striking distance of Australia and of Tudia whilst

both were sill unprepared. She overran and subjugated

the Philippi es.

But thas was the end of her triumphs. The United

States unroled their immense and impressive military

strength; the British, hard pressed as they were in the

western theatre, drew reinforcements from if for the defence

of India; the Austraiians were grimly resolute to defend

their countrs by the hest means, that of counter-attack.

The Japanese advance was stayed and then driven back
gradually but relentlessly, and with great loss. Japan’s

drcaim of the Empire of the Tiast, perh: ips of the world,
lasted little more than one year. In her complete disregard
of one of the great symbols of man’s progress towards higher

things, the International Red Cross; in her brutal treatment

of war prisoners, of civilian internees, and of the peoples
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of the countries she oceupied, Japan has shown that she

wears the trappings of civilization over a barbarian’s soul.

The myth of Japanese naval and military supremacy

has also been completely exploded. Her boasted navy,

handled with little skill, was outfought and destroyed piece-

meal; her air force was shown to be much inferior both in

men and materia) to the Allied Squadrons: her land forces,

once their tricks were learnt and countered, were decisively

defeated. The warriors of India have shown themselves in

skill and physique better men and finer fighters than their

half-civilized enemies. ;

Today marks our deliverance from many and great

dangers. Let us then remember first our fighting men who

saved us—our soldiers, our snilors, our sirmen—of whom

India may well be proud. ef me in their thousands

from the Provinces in. from the borders of

Afghanistan to the shy ; Ocean. Their ranks
was swelled by the f our old and loyal

friend, Nepal. Todas ad skill of the Indian

Army is acclaimed all os » Let us also remember
our Merchant seamen wi b dangers to keep open

our main line of cour Jset us remember those

who fell in our defers : of a famous Greek

epigram written ner ngo, of which the

following is a transla

“Tt these had no

Had risen fr o the sky;

Freedom for us, aos was their desire,
Themselves they chose among the brave to die.’’

Let us remember too the toilers in the factory and in

the field who through these hard years have sustained us

and our armies. Let us remember the efforts of the A.R.P.
workers, the railwaymen and others who so well played
their part. India can indeed claim a large share of the

victory both in the West and in the East. To all those,

whether in high office or humble duty, officials and non-
officials, women as wel] as men, who have contributed to the
victory by their steadfustness, courage and hard work; to

the Princes of India who have made such a notable contri-
bution—to all these I give grateful thanks on behalf of

India for having brought this country safely through the
great crisis. I give thauks also on behalf of India to our

helpers and allies, to Britain whose people never lost hope
in the darkest hour, to the United States of whose magni-

ficent services in the common cause we in India know 50

32

_ sinoke and fire
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much, to the stubborn people of Russia. and to our indomit-

able neighbour China. We owe a debt of deep gratitude to

the great wir leaders of these countries, aud to their peoples.

And now what of the future? Peace will bring no easy

solution of our many problems, politieal, social, and

economic. We have endured nearly six years of war, and
there are muny who are strained and weary. But we cannot
yet afford relaxation: remember that our real tasks are still

ahead. Our gratitude to those who saved us, to the rank

and tile of our fighting forces, to our pensants and workers,

Must be shown not in mere words but in action ta improve

their lot. May we be piven courage and understanding to
use bravely and wisely the peace they have wou for us,

gus VICEROY OF THE

. THE SMALL SaVINGs

mn Aveusr 1945.

PRESENTATION By His

THREE SHIELDS

COMPETITION ON

hi Province on its out-

ss Competition. The

of nearly one crore is a

i shows both the good

Telhi, and the energy

« who have been so

yu Ram = Sethi and

is of great social and

Geutlemen,—l voll

stunding suecess in the

suving ii sanall amounts

very remarkable aches

sense and patriotism +

and ability of the bs:

ably supported by FR

Mr. Le Buillv. The pr’

economic importance 2 af the Committee in

encouraping this habit: able. To am verv glad

to hear of the movement to form Suvings Groups in all

vilages. TP congratulate the Committee and wish them

further suecess in the future.

T have now great pleasure in presenting these shields

to the Chief Commissioner.

Broapcasty SpeEcH By His Wxee ieney rik VickRoy, AT

New Dann, ox Werpxespay, THs 1Orn SEPTEMBER

1945,

After inv recent discussions with His Majesty's

Government in London. they authorised me to make the
following announcement : —

“As stated in the gracious Speech from the Throne at

the Opening of Parliament. His Majesty's Government are



$4,

determined to do their utmost to promote in conjunction

with the leaders of Indian opinion the carly realisation of

full self-government in India. During my visit to London

they have discussed with me the steps to be tuken,

““An announcement has already been made that elec-

tions to the Central and Provineiul Legislatures, so long

postponed owing to the war, are to be held during the

coming cold weather. Thereafter His Majesty's Govern-

ment earnestly hope that wiinistcrial responsibility will be

accepted by political leaders in all Provinves.

representatives of ihe

Provinces, to ascertsig

the 1942 declaration 4

native or modified se

also be undertaken wit

States with a view to

best take their part in

Asserpblies in the

oaposals contained in

whether some ulter-

ie. Discussions will

itautives of the Indian

2 What way they cun

flon-making Body.

tive

“His Majesty's Gov

sideration of the cont:

to be concluded betw

proceeding to the con-

ty which will require

in and India.

“During these pr¢ s, the Government of

India must be curried « nt economic and social

problems must be dealt svt thermore, India has to

play her full part in working out the new World Order.

His Majesty's Government have therefore further

authorised me, as soon as the results of the Provineiul

elections are published, to take steps to bring into being

an Iixecutive Council which will have the support of the

main Indian parties.”

That is the end af the announcement which His

Majesty’s Government have authorised me to make. It

means a great deal. Tt means thut His Majesty's Govern-
ment are determined to go ahead with the task of bringing

India to self-government ut the earliest possible date. They
have, as you can well imagine. a grent number of most
important and urgent problems on their hands; but despite

all their preoccupations they have taken time, almost in

their first days of office, to give atteution to the Tudian

problem, as one of the first and most important. That



85

fact is a measure of the earnest resolve of His Majesty's

Government to help India to achieve carly self-government.

The task of making and implementing a new Constitu-

tion for Indi: is a complex and ditfcult one, which will

require goodwill, co-operation and putience on the part of

all concerned. “Ve must first hold elections so that the

will of the Indian electorate may be known. It is not

possible to undertake any major alteration of the franchise

system. This would delay matters for at least two years.

But we are doing our best to revise the existing electoral

rolls efficiently, After the elections, I propose to hold

discussions with representatives of those elected, and of

the Tndian States to determine the form which the Consti-

tution-making Body should take, its powers and procedure.

The draft declaration of 1943 proposed a method of setting

up a Constitution-mald tis Majesty's Govern-

ment recognise that great, issues involved

and the delicacy o ‘ablems, consultation

with the people’s rep pecessary before the

form of the Corsti Body is finally

determined. «

The ubove procedura

ment and myself the be

opportunity of decidin

of the difficulties to

overcome then. T[ ¢

Government und all s

His Majesty's Govern-

io us to give India the

We are well aware

ure determined to

ure you that the

ie British people are

anxious to help Tndia, whites yeu us so much help in

winning this war. 1 for my part will do my best. in the

service of the people of India, to help them to arrive at

their goal, and I firmly believe that it can be done.

Tt is now for Indians to show that they have the

wisdom, faith and courage to determine in what way they

ean best reconcile their differences and how their country

can be governed by Indians for lndians.

His Excecnexcy toe Viceroy's Speecct at THE OPENING OF

THE ManarasaA Haristnema Hosrira. at SRINAGAR

(KasnMix) on tur llr Ocroser 1945.

When Lord Linlithgow laid the foundation-stone of

this Hospital five years ago the war against Germany had

been in progress for just over a year. India was beginning

to feel the shortages of materials with which we have since
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become familiar, but I doubt if those present at the

ceremony foresiiw that it would be five years before the

Hospital could be declared open. For a long time now

steel, cement and bricks have had to be allotted almost

entirely to military works, and many civil buildings, how-

ever useful, have had to uwait their turn or to remain

incomplete. I am very pleased to perform the opening

ceremony of the Hospital today and trust that the work

that remains to be done will soon be completed.

The record which the Prime Minister has given us of

the growth of the Health Services in Kashmir and the
corresponding decline in epidemic diseases is encouraging.

I have no doubt that the steady rute of progress will be
maintained and that this new Hospital, named after the

enlightened Ruler who is responsible for carrying out this

wise und progressive h Hi render great service

to the peope of Kash:

Tf vou will forgi

make uv very modest ¢

dispensary work in

40 years ago I used to :

parts of the country.

camp halted for the nig

a rather embarrassin

Iam afraid that my A

the very limited size

* recollection, I can

done some mobile

Pas a young subaltern

a some of the remoter

ai villagers where my

bring me their sick with

t I vould help them.

re mainly dictated by

' fe chest; they were in

fact confined to three s s-—quinine for fevers,

cascara for internal compitait dpermanganate of potash

for wounds. My most spectacular cure of an internal pain

was effected on my own shikari by mens of a home-made

mustard plaster; though | must admit that it required a

further cure to restore the skin which the mustard plaster

had removed from his chest.

This war has led to iany advances in medical

knowledge which will soon become available to the general

public, and I have no doubt that full advantage of them

will be taken in this Hospital. Outside the Hospital also
the experience gained during the war in controlling malaria
and typhus by the use of new insecticides and new
administrative methods muy do much to improve the health
of Kashmir.

Finally, I would like to impress on you that the best
of hospital buildings and the most skilful of doctors lose a
great part of their value without an efficient nursing service.
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I hope that Kashmir will succeed in organising this very

important part of health progress.

T have great pleasure in declaring the Hospitul open,

and T wish is all possible success.

His Excenpevcy THE Vickkoy’s Repiy to tik ADDRESS OF

WELCOME READ TO HOT aT THe Rawabprxnpr DaRBaR ON

1étH Ocrroner 1045.

On behalf of Her Excellency aud myself [ thank you

for the very warm welcome you have piven us.

It is 88 vears since Twas last in Rawalpindi. I was

then a young subultern stationed at Sialkot; and I looked

on Pindi with some awe as \rny Beadquartess, the home

“Brass hats’, whi minded subaltern would

do well to avoid. Nas irs J huve come buck

as a ‘Brass hat’ not forgotten that

once T was a very you Punjab, and that life

was very good there at oldiers und the men

of the Punjab made son on me. 7 would

speak to you toduy us : soldiers, mostly about

soldiers.

us an account of the

» «and of its six

uomay all be very
PuY . G . aoe

This famous Division

2. The Commissio k

War Effort of the BR

districts. It is a rec

proud, and 1 congratn

of the ‘Punjab has indee wwarthy part, T should

like to say something to relute your effort ta India’s whole
effort in the wir. of which T have seen so much personally.

3. Except for a sana!) transport unit which went to

France—ot which T will mention something later—Tndia’s

original effort was in the Middle East. in defence of the
Suez Canal anc the Red Sea, our main lines of communica-

tion to India

When the Italians entered the war in 1040 and

advanced towards Mevpt, the only formations of trained

troops which I had atuilable to mect the threat of those

vastly superior numbers were the 4th Indian Division and

an incomplete British Armoured Tivision. With that
force we won tre battle of Sidi Barrani and saved Fevypt.
That was at the end of 1940. In the beginning of 1941 two
Indian Divisions. the 4th and 5th, drove the’ Ttalians out
of Eritrea and Northern Abyssinia, storming two of the
strongest natural positions Lo have ever seen, Keren and
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Amba Alagi. That same summer, when the Middle East

was in its greatest danger, threatened from four quarters,

a, brigade of the same famous 4th Division was responsible
for the capture of Damascus at a critical moment in the

Syrian campaign; other Indiau troops helped to suppress

the attempt by a few ambitious’ generals and politicians to

place Iraq in German hands: and others assisted to halt

Rommel’s counter-attack in the Western Desert.

Of all these achievements I can speak from first-hand
personal knowledge; and T repent what I have already said

elsewhere that without Indian troops and Indian help the

vital link of the Middle Kast could not have been held in

those early stages of the war.

4, Of the subsequent brilliant exploits of Indian troops

in North Africa, in Cieily a uly IT cannot speak at

first-hand but they a to you; they brought

fresh renown to the Indian Army, both

with their comrades 4 ces and throughout.

the world.

I would have you }

these Indian troops ar¢

Forces with whom ihey

military valour, but f

and for their qualitic

to these qualities and 4

from Australians, fr

© liking and admiration

past the other Allied
ras root only for their

spline, their smartness,
i have seen tributes

‘prowess from British,

ans, from Americans,

who not only valued the ghters but also as good

comrades. From France tinTMthe y days I remember an

impressive tribute to the discipline and steadiness of an

Indian transport unit (non-combatants, these) which was

cut off in the retreat of the French army and captured

with French troops, who greatly admired the way in which

the Indians in retreat and disaster still retained their order

and discipline.

5. At the end of 1041, when Japan entered the war,

India had to turn about and face a new and formidable

enemy. It was a stern trial in every way. Men who had

been trained for desert warfure had, with little or no pre-

paration, to fight in thick jungle against an enemy who had

studied every trick of jungle warfare. The Allies, hard

pressed in the West, had been able to spare comparatively
few aijreraft and insufficient equipment for the East. Our

reverses and retreats in Malaya and Burma were in the

circumstances inevitable. They never for a moment shook

iny faith in the ludian soldier. I maintained, even in the
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darkest hours of defeat and danger, that the Indian warrior

was more than a match for the Japanese, once he had the

opportunity of training and the necessary equipment. The

utter rout of the Japanese attempt to invade India in the

spring and summer of 1944 and the recapture of Burma

proved this to the hilt. By the timo Rangoon had been

retaken the Japanese had been completely beaten, and they

knew it. The Indian had shown himself the better man.

6. The cruelty and barbarism from which India was

saved hy the Allied victory is now being made clear, as the

full horror of the prison camps in Germany, in Malaya, and

elsewhere is becoming known. Our efforts and sacrifices

have saved us from domination by ruthless, uncivilised

enemies. We owe a deep debt of gratitude to our fighting

men.

7. Not to our fights

as the sword-arm of |

that the Punjab p

Industrially the Pun:

its contribution in «2

quate food neither arr

hand at the plough was

arm in the battle. as¢

duced so much food m;

towards the winning 3!

8. As all soldiers

men in a unit, they 7 SR SO

administration to give off thei : ‘This applies to all

enterprises, military or civil: “The Punjab has certainly had

both during the war. ‘You owe much to the steadfastness

and ability of your Governor, His lixcellency Sir Bertrand
Glaney; his determination to support the interests of the

Punjab at all times and with all his eloquence is well known

to the Central Government in Delhi. You have been very

fortunate in having as your war lenders two great Indian

statesmen, the late Sir Sikander Hyat Khen, and your

present Premier, the Hon’ble Nawab Malik Khizar Hyat

Khan. These men and the Ministers who supported them

guided the Punjab through the difficult years of war with

courage, wisdom and statesmanship; and showed an

example to al] Tndia. I would like also to mention specially

a leader to whom the Punjab owes much, the late Sir

Chhotu Ram, who died in harness, working to the last for

the Provinee he loved so well. So Jong ns the Punjab ean

produces leaders of the quality of these men, the Province

will prosper, in peace or in war,

. Tt was not only

1 the field of battle,

1 the war effort.

‘iv undeveloped, but

vital. Without ade-

fis can wage war. The

mportant as the sword-

tors whose efforts pro-

“pride in whut they did

r good the quality of

ad leadership and good
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Closer home to you, Mr, Marsden who was your

Commissioner in some of the most difficult years, and Mr.
King, your present Commissioner, huve played great parts.
So have also your District Officers. 1 think the Punjab
has always been fortunate in the high quality of its

servants and in their love for the Punjab.

9. Of the two million soldiers, sailors and airmen

whom Indiv raised during this war, an outstandingly high

percentage came from the Punjab. How large a share the

Rawalpindi Division has contributed, your Commissioner

has told us. 1 would remind you that apart from the men

in the Fighting Services, there were many from the Punjab
and from this Division who served in the Merchant Navy

and sailed throughout the war in hard conditions and in

dangerous waters. You m: ko pride in their work also.

10. So much for

tasks of peace, whic

leadership, steadfastni

radeship, discipline—-{

are testing years ahea

of war. I am confident

the same leadership, «i

11. The Commissi

services of the Punjat

helped in this grent ¥V

far as I am concerned; Y best to see that this

hope is fulfilled. But wrong to give you the

impression that now th: gitting is over, we have an

easy time ahead of us.

come the difficult

e qualities as wur—

f difficulties, com-

tues in fact. There

Bg even than the years

Hyub will face them with

ic stoadfastness.

sed the hope that the

i those who have

nub be forgotten. Sa

During a war, conditions are abnormal. Large numbers

of young men join the Services; there is employment for

nearly everyone who wants it; wages and prices are high;

and although there are shortages and hardships, there is,

for a large part of the population, prosperity created by

war conditions. But it is not a lusting prosperity. As we

begin to come back to uormal, there will be a difficult period

during which war production will cease and ordinary peace-

time production will not have been fully started. In the

cities there will inevitably be a good deul of unemployment,

and the soldiers returning to their homes may find things

unexpectedly difficult. These conditions are not peculiar
to India—in many ways India is much better off than the

other countries of the world which took part in the war.

But it will require a very great deal of hard work, discipline
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aud commonsense on the purt of all of us, and of good level-
headed administration by tho leaders of the nation, before
we can return to normal peace-time life, and a peace-time,

we must hope, more prosperous and secure than before.

12. You will wish to know what we are going to do

to help the country over this difficult period, and parti-
cularly what we are going to do for the returning soldiers.
For India as a whole, we hope to carry out a considerable

development plan—the construction of new roads, improve-
ments in the various social services, improvements in

agriculture, and a great expansion of our industries. This
long-term plan will take time to get sturted and will not
solve the immediate problem. But we are selecting from the

long-term plan those projects which it is comparatively
simple to carry out, so that where there is widespread un-
employment, work muay,be: 2d.aé an early stage. You

will realise that Jap some time, perhaps

six mouths, before we * we have had to

accelerate our short-te! that we may be ready

to meet the problems

As for the returoi

those of the Punjab wo

Colonies, Unfortunate!

Canal Colonies has 2

Governemnt huve gor

soldiers who have re

know that nearly all

vated land in the Canal

cre land in your great

cen up. The Punjab

ward grants to many

us for gallantry; but

the land available durh two or three years will
suffice only for a very sti tion of the men returning
to their homes from the Fighting Services and we cannot
rely on large-scale settlement on the land as a means of
helping them.

&.

There are other things that we can do and will try to

do. We are providing training courses for men before they

are demobilized, so that they may be better able to earn

a living as civilians. We are providing educational and
technical courses for men after demobilization. Many

men, I am sure, will wish to return to their homes and
work on their own ancestral holdings. There must, how-

ever, be many men in the Services who have learnt a trade

and who will wish to find employment in which they can

use their knowledge. For these we are setting up a net-

work of Fmplovment Exchanges so that, as industry

develops, people wanting employment can be put in touch

with suitable employers. We are opening Special Centres
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for disabled men; for instance, « Centre, which I recently

visited, has been estublished for blinded men at Dehra Dun

under the supervision of St. Dunstans. We will do all we

can to help the men of the Fighting Services and the

families of those who have been killed or disabled. In the

Rawalpindi Division 1 know that you have good Soldiers

Boards; and I want to sce them strengthened and working

as the real link between the Central Government, the

Provincial Government, and the Servicemen.

18. You will be anxious to know what the future of

the Indian Fighting Services will be. We intend that there

shall be a truly Indiun Army in which all the Officers will

eventually be Indians, and which will rely on Britain in

the meantime only for such borrowed British Officers as it

requires. We shal] need a ser Navy; the Royal Indian

Navy has grown grea War, but has so far

manned only small gs i Indian Air Force,

which has done fine an important and

growing Service. Tn aeces there will, of

course, be opportunities iuzb oto «continue — its

martial réle. You will Sducation is increasingly

important both for the for the rank and file.

We hope to improve % ducation and, as you

probably know. the fx gaorial will tuke the

form of a great Milit: hich Officers for all

three Services will be $

14. I would say ¢} conclusion. never Jose

faith. There are testing “dificult, even dangerous times

ahead. Things will seem to be going all wrong; so they

often do in battle. There will be amongst you faint-

hearted men, who will try to discourage you; there will be

discontented men, who will urge you to mistrust of your

leaders; there are a few of these even in the best of units.

But so long as the great mass of you believe in the great-

ness of your ‘Province and in its traditions of loyalty to its

leaders; and are determined to serve it as faithful citizens,

the Punjab will remain a name that will alhways stir its sons

to pride. You are a martial race. T would have vou look

on the Punjab as your Regiment. and on yourselves of this

Division as a battalion of that Regiment. Every good
soldier is certain that his battalion is the finest in his
Regiment and that his Regiment is the finest in the Army.
And your Army should be in your mind as a united Tndia,
the greatest country in the East. It can be so, if you keep
faith in your destiny through all the trials that lie ahead.
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If India’s name stands far higher today in the world

that it did in 1939, as 1 know that it does, the credit is

due to the simple people, the soldiers, sailors, and airmen;

the workers in the fields and in the factories; who, through

these dangerous years, have done their best; and above all,

to the men of the Fighting Services who, in all their cam-

paigns, have proved themselves steadfast and courageous,

and have won the respect and admiration of their comrades-

in-urms of the other United Nations.

I give you my best wishes for your future prosperity

and welfure. Some of my earliest years of service were

spent in the Punjab; and they were good years. Now that

1 am old in service, I give vou the message of a soldier:

“Keep faith, stand firm, remain true and united’’.

THs EXCHLLENCY TI

THE FOUNDATION

Crwaxtorn on We

[ thenk Your

Gwalior, My first visit

ago, as a slender sight-

be visiting again this ¢

war in which the Stat

given so inuch to the

brother Princes, has »é

It is fitting that two : uding forces, General

Wingate’s Chindits anc Division, should have

had their headquarters in Gwaliov, where so many daring

military ¢xpeditions have been planned in the past.

I congratulate Your Highness warmly on the birth of

your son, and on the wise means you have taken to cele-

brate it by extending the medical facilities in the State.

Ag Your Highness has said, victory in this war and

the coming of peace, has opened great opportunities to India

for industrial development, and for progress in all direc-

tions. India is preparing elaborate and expetusive schemes

for an attack on a broad front against poverty, lack of edu-

cation, malnutrition and ill-health. The prospects of

advance sre almost unlimited; but there are grave errors

which must be avoided in the process of industrialization.

We know this well in Great Britain, where our industrial

revolution a hundred years or more ago, wus based on an

under-paid, badly housed, unhealthy working population—a

legacy of error from which it has taken us more than a

CU AT TIE LAYING OF

EDICAL COLLEGE AT

ap NOVEMBER 1945.

i cordial weleome to

tate was over 38 yeurs

ern. I am very glad to

i Siate at the end of a

inartial traditions, has

r Highness, like your

geting our war needs.
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hundred years to recover. 1 hope that in the industrializa-

tion of India the mistakes we made will be avoided; and

that the working man will get a square deal in the matter

of wages, health and housing. Quite apart from the

questions of justice and morality, there can be no doubt

that good treatment of workmen pays in the long run. I

am glad to see that all the indications point to the State

of Gwalior being determined, under Your Highness’

guidance, to adopt modern standards of progress. I under-

stand that the first clections to the State Legislative

Assembly are now taking place, and | am sure that the

Assembly will fulfil a most valuable function in encourng-

ing the expression of public opinion.

In all plans for progress, the first step must be the

education of the teachers and instructors. India is very

short of experts in tunv 3 tant fields. I therefore

congratulnte Your Hig: foresight and wisdom

in establishing this Af _ um sure that it will

prove of lasting ber aud that the men to
be trained here will ¢g uly with an adequate

technical education, bi professional standards

and a lively ideal of ich Your Highness has

so éloquently spoken. and surgeons are the
warriors of pence, whe s on active service and

whose battle against fering is never ended.
T have great pleasure aundation-stone of this
Medical College and i Iceess,

His Excetvency THe Vicrroy’s SPEECH AT THE OPENING OF

THE 16ru MEETING OF ‘THE CENTRAL Boarp or IRpica-

TION AT THE Vickroy’s Hovsn, NEW DELHI, ON

Mownpay, THe 26rn November 1945,

Lam very glad to be able to open the 16th Meeting of

this Central Board of Trrigation. Your branch of engineer-
ing is an ancient, important, und very honourable one.

Irrigation engineers ave the oldest experts in the world, The

Qnd Chapter of Genesis tells us that ‘A river went out of

Eden to water the garden’’, obviously the first recorded
example of irrigution. The two uncient civilizations — of
Eeypt and Mesopotamia were of courses built entirely on

irrigation; and the forerunners in your craft were presum-

ably a much honoured guild or fraternity in those countries.

Amongst the most eminent of the early irvigntion experts

must be numbered Moses, of whose achievements in the
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art of irrigation we know a6 least two; when he smote the
rock at Horeb, ‘‘bidding drink and live the crowd beneath
him’’; and when he sweetened the bitter waters at Marah,
presumably by building a dani to keep out some brackish

element.

Other engineers may give us speed in travel or comfort
in our dwellings; your gift is that of life itself. If you

want a text for your labours you will find it in a verse of

ISAIAH: "I give waters in the wilderness and rivers in

the desert, to give drink to my people”’

Jndin’s great achievernents in irrigution have never

been fully realised by the world; you and your predecessors
have for the most part done your work ungdvertised,
unsung, unproclaimed., lew people probably realise that

the irrigated area in HadiasntMeinillion acres—is more than

three times that of # the next most
irrigated vountry; an hole combined total
of the next ten counté frrigation—the United

Stutes, Russia, Mexi egypt, Italy, Spain,

France, Chile, and Ja iq ‘that Indian canals, if
placed in one line woul nt to go three times

round the world. J do hetber that fact—if it is

a fact—eonveys much + erbaps a more striking

illustration would be ¢ fd suffice to go at least

six times round the p!

canals most people hy

India’s very real ones.

There is no doubt svhoteverectheretore, about India’s

lead to the world in irrigation. Nor of its vital importance

to India; with our rnpidly increasing population we must

irrigate to live. T have been deeply interested in irrigation

projects ever since [ undertook some’ responsibility for

India’s administration. J have visited « number of existing

irrigation works; and T have studied, as intelligently as a

layman cin, many of the important projects now under

consideration. Some of these, for instance the Soni river

project, the Damodar river scheme, and the Sarda river

extension. I have seen from the airy, while an expert

shouted explanations to me. I shall be very interested to

see the list of existing and proposed projects which you have

on your agenda. JT fully endorse what your President has

said about development on a regional basis, and not on a

purely parochial or provincial plan. It may interest you to

know that the new Governor of the United Provinces, Sir

Francis Wylie, spent a considerable portion of his leave in

ard more than about



visiting America and studying at first hand the ‘Tennessee
Valley Administration.

The nature of the new projects is changing; and many

of them are being developed on an extended and ambitious

plan, to provide great storages of water. hydro-clectric

power, and flood control, as well as irrigation. T am glad
to hear that you have included in your Board experts on

hydro-electric works and on waterways. May I venture
to suggest another expert whom you might inelude, a

malaria expert, to see that all possible precautions against
the spread of malaria are taken from the beginning?

1 am sure that vou are right to insist on the indirect

benefits provided by your schemes being taken into consi-
deration when the financial implications are being worked
out. I am convinced that irrigation is of such vital
importance to India and e h lasting benefit that we

must adopt a much b the matter of finance

than we have sometizi past.

Gentlemen, I wil i any longer with the
i quite illiterate in your

Sh you success in your

york; and T can assure

power, give you support

and difficult struggles

ble weather, with

our, with intractable

contractors, with

you that I will, so far a

in your plans. You w

with many elements; 4

insufficient transport

materials and still xm

storm, with disease, wit ind with the Finance
Department. But JT ar : you will not be dis-

couraged by all these obstacles and “trammels and will go
ahead with your vital work, bringing your schemes to

successful fruition, .and thereby giving Tndia relief from
the perils of starvation und poverty. Good fortune to you

in your great enterprises.

His ExceuLency tHe Viceroy's SpERCH AT THE OPENING

CeREMONY OF THE Services Vietory EXiIpirion oN

Monpay, THE 26TH November 1045.

It is over 24 years ago since I came to this same site

as Commander-in-Chief to wish success to the War Services

Exhibition at the start of its tour over India. Now the

same exhibition with appropriately changed name has come

back here for its final display. The promising recruit has

come back a trained man, proved and experienced.
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The exhibition during its tour of India was visited by

at least four million people; and there is no doubt that it

was an outstanding success wherever it went. It can

justly claim: to have made no small contribution to the

victory which now forms purt of its new title. It was

undoubtedly an effective aid to recruitment. It has spread

in India a knowledge of India’s war effort, of the weapons

which have been used on distant battlefields by India's

sons, and of India’s Army which has earned so high a

reputation and so much glory in many parts of the world.

It has provided interest, entertainment and education

wherever it has gone.

There is nq doubt about the effectiveness of this

method of publicity, 18 was shown also by the railway

exhibition here, which wa ized on the same model.

I hope that the sare UL.be used for illustrating

the purposes of peac

I give my mos

Commander Shaffi and

work which they have

This Victory Exhibi

hope it will be seen and

the citizens of Delhi.

it open.

fulations to Wing
for the most valuable

arried out.

y up to standard and I

y very large numbers of

pleasure in declaring

His Excencency tun Vi CH AT THE LAYING OF

THE FOUNDATION-&8TO8H (OF! 8B SWAVELL-SADIQ VICTORY

Hlospitan, BaGupab-uL-JapIp, BaltAWALPUR StTaTB, ON

SuNDAY, THE 2ND DECEMBER 1945,

Your Highness, Ladies and Gentlemen,—I thank

Your Highness for your cordial weluome to my wife and

myself. It is a great pleasure to us to visit Bahawalpur

State, in which we have already had experience of Your

Highness’ hospitality, when IT was Commander-in-Chief.

T appreviate the compliment Your Highness has paid

me in asking me to lay the foundution-stone of this hospital

and in wishing it to be named ‘‘The Wavell-Sadiq Victory

Hospital’’

I accept most gratefully Your Highness’ generous offer

of a lakh of rupees for my War Purposes Fund. The post-

war demands on the Fund, for such needs as the rehabilita-

tion of the wounded and the care of widows and orphans,

are even more important than many of the demands that
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were made during the war itself. As a recent appeal has

shown, the Joint War Organisation of the Red Cross and

St. John’s is still in need of large sums of money for

necessary purposes, and with Your Highness’ approval I

should like to allot this lakh of rupees to the current Appeal

on behalf of this organisation.

Now that Victory has been won, I should like to

congratulate und thank Your Highness and your State on

the services that you have rendered during the war. You

yourself have undertaken long and most vuluable tours

overseas. You have been unsparing in personal efforts and

in gifts of monéy; and have placed property both in

England and in India at the disposal of Government.

Your State made important contributions in man-

power. T regret the xnist that befell the First

Bahawalpur Infantry ing taken prisoner by

the Japanese during | paign. Iam glad to

hear that most of vtmed safely. Your

State provided also ttery, two Infantry

Companies, a Guarrigor und oa Light Motor

Ambulance Sectian for 2, as well as a Labour

Unit of 1,200 men which work on aerodrome con-

struction. You rightly 4 -hievernents of your

State in the Grow More and your successful

efforts ti encourage | as further valuable

contributions to the + He.

We have now com difficult period of

transition to peace. Our general policy must be based on

certain essential principles. We need a peaceful atmos-

phere in which to approach the complex constitutional

problem that has to be solved; this means that law and

order must be firmly maintained throughout India. We

must be ready to undertuke public works as soon as possible

to counteract the effect of the unemployment caused by

the elimination of war expenditure. And we must plan

boldly aud generously for the future, so that India may

become strong, prosperous aud healthy.

Your Highness’ policy in founding this hospital clearly
conforms with these requirements. By the speedy cou-

struction of this hospital you will be preventing unemploy-
ment in the present and preparing a preat legacy for the

future. I congratulate Your Highness on your choice of an

architect: the Hallett Hospital, which 1 opened at the
beginning of this year was a good design.



99

[ wish all success to the new hospital and to those

who will work in it. lam sure you are all conscious of the

need of providing a nursing service in the State for the
needs of this hospital wud of others. A doctor without good
nurses is like a General without a staff. There can be no

greater service to humanity than to relieve suffering and to

promote health.

This hospital, the foundation-stone of which I am now
going to lay, is bound by its nature to see much pain and

sorrow, but it will sec also much joy and relief, at health
regained and troubles past. Muay it always prosper in its
service to your State and in the cause of humanity.

tis EXXcELLENCY THE ViCEROY's SPEECH AT THE OPENING oF
THE ANNUAL MEETING ASSOCIATED CHAMBERS

or COMMERCE oF [2 fA .0N Monpay, THK

10tn JoecEMBER f

T thank you, on be}

cordial welcome and #

about us. We have 66

India: we both realise }

what difficulties our {agi

to work for India te

standing.

I entirely share ya

of your Governor, Bir. §

¢ and myself, for your

things you have said

genuine desire to help

eve is to do and with

We shall both continue

ar abilities and under-

@ impending departure

man has worked more

hes done during these
two years, no man could have »ccomplished more in so short

atime. Hoe les certainly shown Beugal the road ta recovery

and progress, Of vour new Governor DC can assure vou of

this; that he is a man of courage, character and sympathy—

the three preat qualities that make a man.

Mys. Casey has worked with the same single-minded-

ness as her husband; I am sure that her goodwill and her

charm will be greatly missed when she leaves Caleutta,
and will be long remembered.

The world situation has indeed changed since 1 spoke
here a yeu ago. Qur enemies have collapsed; have

collapsed more suddenly and completely than unyone could

have expected. Yet. though the mighty have fallen, the
weapons of war hive not perished; u deadlivr wenpon than

ever before devised by the brain und. han et jaan has
uppeared on the Marth, in the splithng-ot the atom, If
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used with greed for power, it will prove a monster such as

Frankenstein made, and wil] kill its creators; if used with

wisdom and sense, it may be a beneficent genie, with

miraculous gifts for mankind—a world released from war;

plenty and leisure in place of poverty and toil; flying carpets

at Woolworth prices for everyone. It is in safe hands at
the moment, we can only hope that it will be always used

with wisdom.

Meantime we are faced with the problems of peace.

One of the most resolute and clear-sighted leaders of the

First World War—Georges Clemenceau, sometimes called

the Tiger—wrote, after it was all over, a book to which

he gave the title ‘‘Les grandeurs et les miséres de la

Victoire’’—the greatnesses and the tribulations of Victory.

It is of these that I will say something.

Let us deal with o Gest. India has with-

out doubt emerged f ith increased financial

and industrial streng reputation all over

the world, with incres ess of her power and

destiny, with the grea ies she has ever had,
if she can shape her F will speak on that

presently. Meantime tf nise two things; the

gravity of the perils fro 3s have been delivered,

and the gratitude due ‘have delivered us. The

evidence that contix te of German and

Japanese arrogance s ws what would have
been the fate of Indie ‘as well as of Europe,

had the Axis powers no ed. Their defeat and
our salvation were due chietly*sb the ‘vellantry and endurance

of the soldiers and workers of the United Nations, amongat

whom Indians played so distinguished a part. I ask you

to pay them in your thoughts, your words, and above all

in your deeds, the debt of thanksgiving which we all owe

them.

I am giad that Sir Renwick paid a tribute to the

Members of the Executive Council. They deserve it. We

in the Central Government are, I must confess, more used
to criticism than tc praise. Like the beggar in the proverb,

wo get more kicks thun half-pence: but you, Mr. President,

have given us quite a generous six-pence. I say in all
seriousness that when the records are examined dis-

passionately, it will be found that India bas had, on the
whole, as wise and courageous guidance in this war by her
Counsellors mainly Indian, as it is reasonable to expect in

the imperfect direction of human affairs.
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Tt is true, as your President has said, that the sudden

ending of the wap found India unprepared for peace. But

that is not to say that there had been lack of foresight, or

thit a great deal had not been donc. Preparations to meef

the outbreak of peace had been going on for more than a

vear; but like almost everyone else all over the world we

had expected ut least another six months of war. Tt is

much easier to prepare for wur during a peace than to pre-

pare for peace during a war. In war, when a nation is in

peril and fighting for its existence, or even if it is striving to

complete a vietorv already half-won, it cannot afford to

reduce its effort aud withdraw its maun-power from the

armed forces or munition factories in anticipation of peace—

or only to a very limited extent. 11 other words, you can

turn as rauch of your butter as you y like into guns, but it is

much more difficult te FEN ess ond to churn your

guns back into butter, seen doing our best.

Before J deid with plans for reconver-

sion, I will say sometf

fied belief with some

wes life will return to

ited. That belief is

eetion will show that it

as suffered for many

ea healthy man as

e is able at once te

> be a period of con-

‘6 huis convalescence, he

wespital,

During all wars, thé

people that as scan as 4

normal and all restrirt

always disappointed, und

has no sound basis.

davs from a high feve

soon us his temperatt

enjoy a full diet; ther

valescence. [Tf he tries |

sometimes finds himseif Bach:

Wartime controls ysuch as the rationing of foodgrains

and eloth, or the restriction of movement, do not arise

from the actual fighting, but from causes which continue

to operate long after the/fighting ends, and cannot imme-
dittely be clininated; such as the diversion of industry to

wartime purposes and the dislocation of all means of trauns-

portation, by sea, land and air. Until our faetories ean

work normally again and until ships and railway wagons

are available on demund for peace-time requirements, we

shall have a shortage of supply and difficulties of movement.

As long #s these factors obtain, which they» will do for

many months yet, controls must remain, to ensure that

the limited supplies available are distributed as fairly and

equally as possible. Controls will have to be retaxed

vradually and in an orderly way. This will be done as soon

as it, becomes possible.
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Tt is alleged against controls that they cause black-

marketing and corruption. lt is true that there has been in
India a shameful amount of corruption, used to evade

controls, during the war. It /still exists. But it is the

shortages that cause the corruption and not the controls.

Wherever there is shortage, the anti-social greedy man will

try to get more than-his fair share, and will be unscrupulous

in his methods. He flourishes in his black market or

languishes in gaol, in proportion to the lack or existence of

public honesty ‘and public spirit—honesty which will refuse

to take advaatilge of illegal opportunity and public spirit

which will refuse to deal in the black market and will

expose those who do. But if all men were honest and none

were greedy, govermment would be a simple business,

T think on the whole Goverument can claim a great

measure of success fo f some of the main

items of supply—tfaad . drugs. I will say a

few words on these. '

india continues to

demand vigilance on the svernment and co-

operation und restraint t of the public. Our

troubles in India date fre when Burmr and Siam

were closed to us ag 44 vty by the Japanese.

While it is true that ies have now been

liberated, und that r and Siam will again

be available for Indix' of rice from those

sources, although cousic Fohet for some time — to

come be us large us it WHE: fecthe war. We are not at

present free to purchase as much as we like in those

markets; nor can we leave it to the normal processes of

trade to secure its movement to India. World shortages

of production and the number of other urgent demands on

shipping make it still necessary for world surpluses of cereals

to be allocated by the Combined Food Boards in Wuashing-

ton and for world shipping to be carefully planned. The

Government of India has to inake good its demands for

grain and shipping before the Bar of world opinion as

represented by the Combined Food Boards in Washington,

and imports can only be arranged by Government. The

Government of India, with the support of the Secretary of

State for India and the London Food Council, will continue

to press for India’s due share of world surpluses.

In these circumstanves, not only must we do our best
to inerezse production in India but we must procure as

much as possible of our internal production and distribute

The general food
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it on the basis of essential needs to deficit areas. It is

imperative that we both utilise our own resources to the full

and preser:t to the outside world an example of rationed and

controlled distribution in which waste und extravagance

have no place.

The present outlook is on the whole not unfavourable,

The late rains which occurred in Eastern India—although

they did damage in certain areas—haye done immeasurably

more good than harm and have resulted in what might have

been @ very poor Winter rice crop in parts of Bengal and

Bihar becoming a very fairly good crop. Datnage to crops

from drought and cyclone hus been reported from Madras,

Bombay, and some other areas; but with the imports which

we are justified in expecting, we have every hope of keep-

ing the food situation stable during the forthcoming winter

and spring

» almost as great an

ow much improved,
“y.

The coal situatiog

auxiety as food for

though strict control

v has been caused by

ke measures of control

ou the strain on the

itened. We shall not

vant, nor always the

i world shortage in

the whole hetter off

indeed the United

Iam aware of the

the cloth shortage, but

taken over productios

consumer has been pre

be able to purchase 2

qualities we require,

textiles is satistied.

than many countri

Kingdom.

There is still a shortage of a few specialised drugs, but

1 hope these will soon be available in sufficient quantities.

The soldier’s relief from stern duty after a war comes

no more quickly or easily than the return of comfort to the

civilian. A playwright has written this: ‘‘nothing has ever

been made until the soldier has made safe the field where

the buildings shall be built, and the soldier is the scaffolding

until it has been built’’. The soldier is still the scaffolding

of the new world which it is hoped will arise from the

present very battered one. We see him on guard all over

the world—:u Germany, in Italy and elsewhere in Gurope;

in Japan, in Malaya and elsewhere in the Mast--adminis-

tering, protecting, coutrolling, till statesmen and diplo-

matists and peoples can decide how to harvest the fruits of

his victory. We are specially interested in the use of our
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troops in Tndonesia, the facts of which have been much

misrepresented. Qur soldiers are uot there to suppress the

indonesians; they went there on an errand of duty and an

errand of mercy—to disarm the Japanese and to rescue

Allied prisoners and internces. Those tasks are not yet

completed and have been rendered difficult by the action

of extremists and lawless elements, instigated by our

Japanese enemies, and udmittedly not under tho control

of those who claim to be the leaders of the Indonesians.

It is these extremists whom our troops have had to fight.

I ean tell you this after seeing a number of reports; that

the courage and discipline of Tidian troops, attacked with-
out provocation while rescuing defenceless women and

children, and murdered while protecting the peaceful citi-

zen against mob rule, hes been worthy of their highest

standards. There is ro,2r xcult and unpleasant duty

for the soldier than tw and order in civil
commotion, und no re glad than I when

Indian troops are relie onsibility.

T turn to the mut

years whead. This ba:

planning for the transits

long-term planning £

The former inchides

women for civil life;

Bureaux all over the

ment planning for the

“wo lines: short-term

from. war to peace; and

evelopment of India.

; Service men and

ent of Employment

settlement of soldiers:

und the preparation ir ws of works projects on

which unskilled labour®e se“Hbsorbed. But however

carefully the Central Government and the Provinces may

plin, the next year or two will be difficult, and there will

be some hardship. It is not possible to pass from a period

of very full Government employment, during which facto-

ries are working multiple shifts to feed the insatiable wer

machine, large numbers of young men are enlisted into the

Armed Forees, and large clerical establishments are

assembled, to a period of renewed private enterprise, with-

out dislocation and difficulty. When you have been flying

at say 15,000 feel, a quick descent causes serious dis-

comfort to the human system. A considerate pilot brings

his crew and passengers down slowly and gradually; the

Central Gavernment will make the landing to the ground-

level of peace as shockless as they can, and T um sure that

Provincial Governments will do the same. As your Presi-

dent said, it is necessary to pay special attention to the

welfare of our returned soldiers.
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We have all of us—administrators, businessmen and

soldiers—-said some hard things in our time, I am sure, of
the restrictions imposed by financial considerations. I can
assure you thut at present the Finance Department is

helping in every possible way, and is prepared to find the
money for all reasonable and fruitful enterprises which will

absorb labour.

Our long-term pluining is based on the parallel develop-

ment of agriculture and industry. For prosperity—indeed

for mere survival of the population at its present rate of

growth— great improvements in both directions are

necessary, and are fortunately possible. There is not now

a great deal of new land that can easily be made fertile;

but the yield of the land already under cultivation can be

greatly increased by improved methods and improved

seeds; while further irmgats sgrafecis, if they cannot

fertilise zreat tracts o at as in the past, can at

least ensure that mu dent on rainfall will

be permanently suprlh

For industrial dev

dant raw material, inbd

is power of two kinds

machinery and skilled m

importans hydro-electr

will soon be taken jn

necessary, but they

Many of them will pre

have available abun-

‘prise. Our chief need

Actric power to run the

& direct it. A number of

ve been planned and

will supply the power

ke time to construct.

troblems of administra-
tion, since they concer: ene Province or State.
Iudia’s other great need “is ates ned technicians of every

kind. We are doing all we can to provide training for them.

| hope that a proper proportion of the youth of the country
will study the practical rather than the theoretical branches
of learning.

rot

Sir Renwick has raised the issue of commercial safe-
guards. I do not propose to enter into any detail on this
somewhat controversial subject. I do not think that there is
any likehhood of the complete removal of the safeguarding
clauses of the Act until there is a general revision of the
Constitution Act and a commercial treaty between Great
Britain and India; but the Government of India is aware of
the natural desire of Indians to develop and control the
basic industries with their own capital and management
us far as possible; aud will not disregard it. To my mind,
however, goodwill and cordial relations are of greater
importanze to both British and Indian business than clauses
in an Act; and the estublishment of such relations is at
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present and will be in the future the real safeguard for the
interests of both. | firmly believe that co-operation between

British and ludian enterprise in an atmosphere of goodwill

provides the best means for the industrial development of

India in the quickest aud most fruitful manner.

T come to the political situation, on the issue of which

all depends—progress or catastrophe. L intend to give you

my views as clearly and frankly as I can.

Tudia has before her great opportunities, the greatest

she has ever had. for political freedom, for industrial and

agricultural development, for progress towards solviug her

problems of poverty, illiteracy, ill-health. I need not en-
large on this theme. You are all, [ am sure, aware of it

yourselves. My tours over Indi in the last two years have
cortainly made me awur 4s being done and of the

quickening spirit of o rnestness in plans to

improve agriculture, ducation, and other

branches of welfare. ities ure hers to take.

I can assure you unre 1 British Government

and the British peop a sincerely wish the

Indian people to have th freedom and a Govern-

a choice. But there arement, or Governmenis,

hk we must recognise.certain elements of the

[t is not a simple probs 1ud will not be solved

“Quit India’ willby repeating au passw

h opened Ali Baba’snot act as the magic

cave. It cannot and ¥ ved by violence. Dis-

thing that may checkorder and violence are ’

the pace of India’s progress. There are various parties to

the settlement, who must somehow or other reach a measure

of agreement umongst themselves—Congress, the largest

political party in Tndia; the minorities, of whom the

Muslims are the most numerous and most importunt; the

Rulers of Indian States; and the British Government.

The objective of all is the same—the freedom and welfare

of India. I do not helieve an agreed solution between the

parties is impossible; I do not believe it would even be very

difficult, given goodwill. commonsense and patience on all

sides. And yet we stand on the edge of a tragedy. For it

will be a grim tragedy for Tndia and for the world, if an

atmosphere of racial and communal hatred is allowed to

prejudice the discussions which are to take place next year;

and if violence results from that atmosphere. In the

commercial world you do not, I imagine, preface delicate

negotiations with another firm: by unbridled abuse of that



107

firm and its methods of business. Yet that is how delicate
political negotiations are being prefaced in Judia at present.

I can assure you that His Majesty’s Government, and

T as their agent, will do our best to secure agreement, to
help India to form au Constitution. and to secure the support

of the principal parties in the Central Government so as to
enable them to bear a full share of responsibility for

adininistering the country during the interval before the

change of constitution can be made. His Majesty's
Government has recently said so clearly, has emphasised
the urgency it attaches to wu solution; and means what it

says. Bus I must have help and co-operation in securing

a satisfactory solution; and no solution will be satisfactory
which will result in chaos and bloodshed, interference with

trade and industry, and perhaps famine and general misery.
You are men of busine better than anyone the
necessity for peaceful fF am an old soldier,

1 perhaps know bet you the horrors and
wustefulness of bload particularly — civil

strife. We have to ave n uvoid it. We have

fo agree between ourse Paugree, if we are really

determined to do so. Hi duslims have got to live

together in this great surely can arrange tho

terms on which they wi ne Indian States, which

include so large u purty s peoples, have to be

accommodated within jen, if that is to pros-

per; they present a vé tement in the life of

India, and often a vary ane. Finally, there is
the British Governmen Sritish people; I repeat

that it is our earnest wish and endeavour to give India free-

dom; but we cannot and will not abandon our responsibili-

ties without bringing about some reasonable settlement.

oe

T do appeal most solemnly and earnestly at this critical

moment of Indian history for goodwill on the part of all

lenders. We are going through a very difficult and testing

time, and it will need coolness and wisdom if we are to

avoid calamity. Tn so far as I can help by personal con-

tact, lL am ulways prepared to do so.

I will now refer to a matter ou which as a soldier I

hold strong views.

A preat deal of political heat and feeling has been

engendered by the way in which the INA, trials have been

represented to the public. 1 will say nothing of the trials
themselves or of the men under trial, it would be quite
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improper for me to do so. But I do propose to say some-
thing for the men who were prisoners of war but did not

join the I.N.A., who under pressure and punishment, under

hardships and want, stood firm to their ideals of a soldier’s
duty, a soldier’s faith. They represented some 70 per cent.
of the total men of the Indian Army who became prisoners
of war in Malaya and Hong Kong. Whatever your political

views, if you cannot acclaim the man who prefers his
honour to hig ease, who remains steadfast in adversity to

his pledged faith, then you have a poor notion of the

character which is required to build up a nation. I say

to you that amongst all the exploits of the last five or six
years for which the world rightly extols the Indian soldier,

the endurance of those men in captivity and hardship

stands as high as any. As a proof of what they endured as
ideals of a soldier’s duty,

ian prisoners of war who

about 11,000 or one

use, starvation and

sur enemy’s side lost

xy

the price of their loyalt,

I will tell you this: thei

stood firm are estim

quarter of their nuqi

murder; the 20,000 wh

only 1,500, or 74 per

of the people, the

ation depend on the

s~-the Civil Service,

aust be servants of

arty. There could be

of India than to

One other thing.

greatness and prosperity

efficiency and devoti:

the Police, the Arm

the Government, noi

no greater disservice #6

endeavour to undermine ace of the Services or

to draw them into the poir ‘arena, I can assure the

Services, as His Majesty’s Government has just done, that

they will receive all support in the proper fulfilment of their

duty.

Gentlemen, I have tried to put before you two things

which I see, or think T see, clearly: the golden oppor-

tunity in front of India, if her leaders will exercise goodwill

and moderation; the peril in which we stand today of

violence and strife which may ruin India for a generation or

more. It is a time when every man in any position of

responsibility must determine to do all in his power to

bring about a just and lasting settlement of India’s problem

without plunging this great land into conflict. The leaders

of India, that is all of us who have power or responsibility

in any field—political, administrative, commercial,

proprietary—are, or should be, only the servants of the

masses, the four hundred millions of India who stand in
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such need of advancement, enlightenment and refreshment.

On our wisdom and understanding of one another hangs

their fate.

His Excennency tHe Vicrroy’s SPEECH AT THE OPENING

OF THE SILVER JUBILEE SESSION OF THE INSTITUTION OF

Enotveers (Lypia) on tue 27TH Decempern 1945 ar

CaLcuTrTa.

It gives me great pleasure to be hare today at your

Jubilee meeting. One of my predecessors, Lord

Chelmsford, inaugurated this Institution; another, Lord

Irwin, lsid the foundation-stone of your building; and a
third, Lord Willingdon, performed the opening ceremony.

Now to me, a fourth, fatlgtine agreeable tusk of offering
you my warmest congr. i

has attended your fir,

of giving you good w

of all India, which he:

I rejoice to see the inc:

now risen to nearly 3./})

India has owed mic

tion of engineers. fn ¢

than ever of their se

ment of her agricult:

which it is within he

x I do s0 on “behalt
a from your labours.

nembership, which has
will continue to rise.

t to the skill and devo-

sue has a greater need

r that wide develop-

nd economic progress

make. Such general

progress requires scienti : and it is here that

your Institution, which a Ht branches of engineer-
ing, seems well fitted to make its contribution.

The comprehensive sweep of your survey over engineer-

ing projects was brought home to me when I looked

through a recent number of your Journal. The first article

dealt with the homely but pregnant question of ‘wheel-

wobble in bullock carts; that came within even my poor

understanding of mechanism; T could gather that if the

writer's ideas were carried out, the bullock-cart driver

would be enabled to enjoy even profounder slumber during

his journeys. But the next article, on the Hardinge

Bridge over the Ganges, contained many pages of intricate

mathemiutical formule, which I turned hurriedly — over,

with a slight schoolroom shudder. Then came articles on

road development, on the maintenance of railway track,

on the engineer’s duty towards economie development,

and on inrigation. Your outlook is certainly a catholic one.
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I am interested, in an unscientific and haphazard way,
in the meaning and derivation of words; and while I was

preparing this address | turned to the dictionary to confirm
my impression thut the words engine and engineers were

connected in origin with the Latin word ingenium =skill.

cleverness—and with genius. IJ found that this was so, and
also that at the basie root of all these words was u verb, of
Sanskrit origin perhaps, meaning to produce. So that an
engineer is by derivation one who constructs or creates with
skill and ingenuity.

" I was a little surprised, I must confess, to find in this
dictionary that the first definition of an engineer was ‘‘one

who designs and constructs military works’’, 1 suppose it

is unfortunately true that the original use of engineering

skill was mainly for warlike purposes: and that much

engineering effort is sti! In this country

during the recent accomplished some

remarkable work, w wees, in constructing

airfields and strategic: speed when we were

threatened by the ent into the war. As

Commander-in-Chief, | eful to them.

The definition of ac ér in this same dictionary

was “one who designs ublic utility, bridges,

canals gasworks, ete.’ , for the scenery at

all events, India is né to gasworks, but in

canals and bridges s} ‘of the list. It is up

to Indian engineers io“tn fir supremacy in these

branches, and to deve of engineering to the

utmost. There is great 3 establishment of more

training schools and colleges for engineers and for the

encouragement in every way of the technical skill which

India requires for her development, There is no lack of

ability if opportunity offers.

pans

Fhere is also great need for Research Institutes, so that

India may not be dependent on discoveries made abroad

and can make her own researches into her particular

problems, of which those dealing with water are the most

urgent and vital. Besides the normal ones of irrigation,

there are many special problems—water-logging, soil

erosion, flood control, hvdro-electric power—for which

research is essential, and research which can only

be effectively done in India. Tf any rich merchants
in India, who have made money during the war—

Tam advised that there are some who have dori

so, in spite of all hardships and handicaps—are seeking for
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a suituble means to expend those profits for the public good,

I can think of no better object than the establishment of a

Research Institute on India’s water problems, on a really

adequate scale. I was deeply impressed not long ago when

I saw the immense destruction of valuable land in Bihar

which hns heen caused by the vagaries of the Kosi river,

which is still uncontrolled and still encroaching on rich

fields. I have seen, too, some of the water-logged lands of

the Punjab, some of the damage caused by the Damodar

river. some of the waste caused by erosion, some deserts

which might yield rich crops if we could use the water
which now causes destruction by flood or pours itself un-
profitably into some ocenn. These are Indian probleme for

which there should be a Research Institution planned with

lavish imagination. I commend the idea to all those who
have the future prosperity dia at heart.

»w words about the

ice? He lived more

my youthful attention

ge 8 of my first Latin

ick of memory, recall

i@ sentence. Tt ran as

in pulvere seribit, a

ie writing in the dust,

tien what principle of
d, but I felt that

the length of his high-

Will you now alk

first great engineer w

than 2,000 years ago;

over 50 years ago by a &

Grammar. I can, by s

the exact position on {1

follows: ‘‘Archimedes,

milite oceisus est’’—A

was killed by a soldie

Latin Grammar the s

there must be a story hel

sounding name, Archimed ty have been a person

of importance: why should he have been writing in the dust
and why should that have impelled # soldier to take such
drastic action against him? I sought, with all the shyness
of a small boy doing something quite unusual, information
from one of my masters, and learnt a little about Archi-
medes, the first of the really great engineers. His chief
claim to common publicity, the publicity of Hollywood
and Fleet Strect, comes from his having had a brain—
wave in his bath—quite a good place for bright ideas—and
having rushed into the street with shouts of ‘Eureka,
eureka’’, while stiJl dressed only for the bath. Whatever
truth there may be in that storv, there is no doubt about his
mathematical and engineering ability; and it is of interest
to India that he invented the first irrigation device, the
famous “‘screw'’ of Archimedes. Tis death occurred at the
eapture of Syracuse by the Romans. Orders had been
given to spare the famous engineer, but at the critical
moment he became so ubsorbed in a mathematical or
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engineering problem, that he started to work it out by

drawing in the dust, and failed, I suppose, to pay attention

to the soldier's demand for his identity card, or its old-

time equivalent. What I was told of him so many years

ago hus always remained in my memory—as typical perhaps

of the scientific mind’s ubsorption in abstract problems

and the tendency of the military occasionally to be u little

overhusty with the civilian.

You engineers are fortunate in several ways:

you can see conerete evidence of what you have done--~

sometimes, perhaps, too concrete in these utilitarian

days; you know that what you have made is of benefit to

mankind; and you are entitled to do what we would nearly

all like to do occasionally, to dam and blast, without public

reproach, indeed in the public interest and at public

expense. These are same ur blessings, but you have

also hard trials und if them against that

stern mistress, Natui you enjoy and profit

by your blessings; «x , and profit also by

your struggles, as all t

One last word, be

disfigure her as little «

be inconsistent with &

or drive over Westmi

Public works should not
ign. Whenever I walk

ridge and Waterloo
Bridge, which was a

Blacod by a new bridge, in

which simple strength £ of Charing Crpss

Bridge perhaps the most ch thing to say is that it

must have been designed by a gasworks engineer.
Gentlemen, I congratulate you on your Silver Jubilee,

on all the progress you have made since your foundation.

1 wish you full success in your tasks ahead, the airh of all

which must be to make India great, prosperous and con-

tented. May your Golden Jubilee, when it comes, be golden

indeed.

Flea e to the eye, ha

His Excet.bency THE Viceroy’s Sprecn aT THE District
AGRICULTURAL AND CatTtiE SHow at SaANAND
(AHMEDABAD) ON THE 8TH JANvuARY 1946.

1 thank you for your welcome. I have long looked
forward to a visit to this part of India, celebrated by its

history, its fertility, and the enterprise of its inhabitants.

I am very glad that my visit should have coincided with
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this Agricultural and Cattle Show and should have given
me the opportunity to see so much of your ruval economy

ina short time,

There can be nothing more valuable to India than

well-run shows of this kiud. tidia depends for existence on

her agrigulture aud her cattle; and anything that assists

in their improvernent, as such shows do, is of inestimable

benefit. Now that the war is happily over, we must do our

utmost to secure the economic progress of India, and

especially rural progress, since the people of India are still

almost entirely rural, fortunately for themselves, as o[

think, It is surely pleasunter to live in villages than in

towns, to work in fields than to toil in factories. But we

moist make rural life healthier and more attractive, build

better villages aud improve agriculture in every wav. I am

very glad to know that thigeshiay ineledes an exhibition pf

villuge uplift—better | sanitation, better agrt-
cultural implements
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Hig Excenuuxcy tue Vickrnoy’s SPEECIE At THE LAYING OF

THE CORVER-STONE OF THE NeW SrabpiuM or toy Mana-

RASHTRA Cricket Citun, Pooxa, ox Tuurspay, Tu
1Org January 1046.

. Your Eaeellency, Ladies and Gentlemen,—t thank you

for your welzome. It gives me great pleasure to be here
today to lay the cormer-stone of vour Sports Club and
Stadium. T have lately laid several foundation-stones pf
hospitals and of Institutions whose object was the healing

of the body. The object of your Club is the bracing exercise
of the body and of the mind, so that they will need no

healing, let as hope.

Your scheme is a beneficial one, conceived on an

ambitious scule, as such schemes should be. I wish it all
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the success it desorves. You have a good site here and
you have in Poona and its neighbourhood any number of

prospective members of the right type. The characteristics

of the Mahrattn people--a lively, wiry, enduring race—
should produce fine athletes. India hay already a wide

reputation for skill in many forms of sport, and also, which
is more valuable still, for good sportsmanship.

Sport has nowadays become in many ways so highly

specialized, so competitive in spirit, and so international in

outlook. that there seers sometimes a danger that woe muy

lose sight of the true aims of sport, of the trne character

of the ‘sportsman. The first object of all sport must surely
be to encourage the many to take part in healthy recrea-

tion, whatever their standard of ability, rather than to

exhibit the skill of « few ¢ players.

Kipling roused ti

Inany vears ago by

wicket and the muddie
games may not alw

vou will find that in ¢

those who use, their be

but it is very definitely
quality which is calle

one who plivs the gare

show off his own prof

for himself; who neve:

who is modest in victe

ns sport promotes those

exercised and the mind ré

to the individual and to the nition.
T will end by two short quotations on the spirit in

which games should be played. The first was written on

golf, which has become, with my advancing years, my

principal game. ‘"Golf is a coutest calling for courage.

skill, strategy aud self-control, It ig a test of temper, a
trial of honour, a revedler of character. It is a cure for
Cire, a antidote to worry. It includes companionship with

friends, opportunities for courtesy, kindliness and gene-

rosity fo an opponent. It promotes not only physical
health but moral force."’ That was written, as some of you

might possibly have guessed, by a Scutsman, a golfer and

a citizen of St. Andrews.

the British public

wnelied fools at the

is’. The playing of

brain-power, though

istunding players are

» their hands and feet;

trial of character, of the

ip. The sportsman is

jovrment of it and not to

s for his side and not

temper or his courage;

rus in defeat. So long

aug as it keeps the body
easnot but be beneficial

The other is the pledge laid on members of a famous

ewieket club; it is short and simple: ‘‘Keep your promise,

keep your temper, keep your wicket up.’’ Honour, self-
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euntrol, ateadfustness, in fact—three quulities as valuable
lor a good vitizen ug for a god cricketer.

1 congratulate the Maharushtra Club on its past
achievements; and 1 wish it all success in the future.

His Fixcen.ency THE Vickroy's ADDRESS TO TIIKR SESSION

OF CHAMBER OF PrRINcES ON 177TH January 1946 at
New Dexa.

I take particular pleasure in welcoming Your High-

nesses 1o this twentieth session of the Chamber of Princes,

since this ix the first occasion on which T have the honour

to preside over your deliberations.

Since Your Highnesses last met, there have been

changes in the offices of Chancellor nnd Pro-Chancellor of

the Chamber. It is now. éwo years since His High-

ness the Nawab of | fed = Chancellor and

during that period h 2 from his activities

on behalf of the State esses have recognised

this by indicating yo His Highness should

continue in office for a ind I am confident that

events will prove the w pur action. I must also

py tribute to the grent sidered to this Chamber

ind to the country by 8 the Maharaja Jam

Sahib of Nawanagar. of office as Pro-

Chancellor will shortds ‘who has’ felt unable

to agree to continue further period. For

more than eight vears- he whole length of the
war—His Highness has®hele aously the office of

Chancellor or Pro-Chaneellor. To um sure that we are all

indeed grateful to him for his long term of work on behalf
of the States and of India.

Dexth has oceasioned several changes in’ Your

Highnesses’ Chamber since it last met; and we have to

mourn the loss of Their lute Tlighness the Maharaja of

Dewas (Junior), the Maharaja of Gondal, the Maharawal

of Bansware. the Nawab of Balasinor, the Maharao Raja of
Bundi, the Raja of Talehor and the Raju of Sarangarh.

In addition to these members of the Chamber, a member of
its representative clectorate—the Rana of Kumbarsain—
has also died.

The successions of several members of the Chamber
have been recognised since the last session—those of Their
Highnesses the Maharaja of Cochin, the Maharaja of
“Dewas (Junior), the Maharaja of Gondal, the Maharawal
of Bansware, the Nawab of Balasinor and the Maharag
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Raja of Bundi, while the Raja of Kanker, the Raja of

Gangpur atid the Raja of Chainba have been invested with

ruling power: «during the period. Your Llighnesses will, |

know, jom with me in weleaming these Rulers to — the

Chamber.

There has been no more eventful period in history

than the (wo years which lave passed sinee Jast — this

Chamber met. At that time the war was still being waged

both in the east and the west with unparalleled fury. In

the eust, although the Aled amnies and Navies were

beginning to make headway against the Japunese, Tnpanese

larces were in possession of Burma and even of part of

ludian territory; in Italy a determined opposition was being

put up by the Geeman armies and very heavy — fighting

wis in progress: the landings of Allied troops in France had

vet to take place and th eoaptry was still ino the

occupation of the ene ain two years the

enemies armies we: vies surrendered or

sunk, their vir fleets their countries oceu-

pied by Allied forces. exful factors in these

splendid achievernents steadfastness of the

Allied nations and the } heir fighting forces. Tn

that steadfastness and 3 e¢ Indian States have a

proud share. ‘Through: walt years when we were

exposed, unprepared, us onslaught of the

enemy, and during th 942. when it seemed

that India herself! mig nd the faith of some
began to fail and grew ates without exception

kept their loyalty te th which we fought

“unmoved, unshakeu,

unseduced, unterrified’’,

a circumstance of which Your Highnesses and vaur peoples

have every reason to be proud, The record of the Indian

States Forees and the many State subjects who joined the

Royal Indint. Navy. the Indien Army and the Indian Air

Force was equally worthy of admiration. Io wish that |

could speak in detail of the part played by individual units

of the States Forces in the virious theatres of war; but the

time at my disposal uiikes this impossible, and TP can only

suv that in the fighting in Africa, in) Ttaly, in the
Mediterrancan and on the eastern frontier of India thes
distingnishel themselves by their valour and endurance.

In the Indian Army five V.Cs. were won by subjects of

Indian States. Your Highnesses vourselves set a worthy

example to your peoples. Three of your number—His

Highness of Bundi, His Highness of Dewas (Senior) and
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His Highness of Cooch Behar—took part in active opera-

tions against the enemy, and I congratulate His Highness

of Bundi on being awarded the Military Cross for gallantry

Other Rulers paid visits to the troops at the front, who

recelved much encouragement from their presence umongst

therm. Que State, Manipur, was actually invaded and

heavy fighting took plive within tts boundaries. During

that trving ordeal the people of the State, under His

Highness the Maharaje. who rernained in his capital even

when it wes seriously threatened by the enemy, behaved

With exemplary steudfastuess. The States were ulso asso-

ciated with the phuming aud organisation of the war; since

the Chamber last met His Highness the Muharaja of Kash-

nig was one of India’s two representatives in the War

Cabinet at an important period and during an earlier

period of the war His figt the Atuharaja Jam Sahib
occupied a similar poy as to say, both filled

these posts with dist udvantage to India.
The part plaved

dovs them event crest

to meet the many ad

have to contend in #4

Maportant of the probu

Tuture constitution. on

will depend tie happ

moany future vears.

less concerned than j

Your Highnesses, tk ta a subject to which

T know well vou all att ventest importance—that af

your relationship with the Crown and (ie rights guaranteed
by your treaties and engagements. | can ussure vou that
there is no intention on our part tu initiate any change

mn this relationship or these rights without vour consent.

foam confideut that Your Highuesses will through your

accredited representatives tuke your full share in the

preliminary discussions, which were announced in mv

broadcast of the 19th September, as well as in the intended

coustitution-making body; und that vour consent to any

changes which emerge as a result of these negotiations will

not imreasonably be withheld. { am also confident that in

your approach to these probleins vou will have no intention

er desire to stand in the way of the growth of Tudia to its

full stature or to hinder the political, economic or social

progress and advancement of your subjects. It will rather

og natural and in accordance with your traditions that you

ring the war not only

also be an inspiration

s with which we shall

vars of peace. Most

wh fndia is faced is her

ary solution of which

rity of her people for

an the States are no

aw
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should become leaders in peace. as vou have formerly been
in war,

The record of some States in the art of civil govern-

ment is already most distinguished. In no part of India is

administration more ethelent, are industries better

organised and the welfure of the people better secured than

in some of the States. That such a claim cannot be made

on behalf of all States.. Your Highnesses will doubtless not

contest: that it cunnot be made ou behalf of the small

Stutes is turgely due to the fuct that their resources ure in-

sufficient{to meet the cost of a modern administration.

Although inadequate fiunuce is a misfortune tor which, in

itself, the Darbars concerned are not responsible. it is. |

suggest, fuetumbent upon thern so to modify the constitu-

tional position of their Stufea.us to ensure the welfare of

their subjects for the nieve this three condi-

tions are necessary. rudd possess political

stability. adequate fu and effective associa-

tion of the people wit tration, If a State

cannobpliulfl these cond sly urge that it should

arrange to do so either reer unit or by com-

bining with other sriall form a political entity

of a sufficient size. [a‘ thet only by this means

will the sinall States b abreast of progress in

other parts of India, 9 vat that they will vet

withhold their consen ations of their rela-

lions with the Crows : yeumstances aud future

requirements demunud, eaation that, by se

doing, they may be able to perpetuate conditions which are
out of date.

7

Although these suggestions primarily concerned the

emall States, they are, T believe, of importance to all Your

Highnesses, who must naturally be concerned to assist the

emaller States to solve their particular problems with

SUCCESS.

Though constitutional problems are the most important

with which Tndia is at present confronted, there are others

which demand the most,careful consideration, Some of

there—such as the control of prices and of the distribution

of consumer goods—have been created by war conditions and

will pass away with those conditions: others--such as the

resettlement of demobilised soldiers, sailors and airmen and

the planning of the country’s food supply—though

occasioned by the war will continue to exercise a cocnsider-

able jufluence in the future; others again, such as the
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reconstruction of industry and the development of electric
power and of the meaus of transport, are of permanent
mportance. I should like to say a few words about the
financial background against which these problems must be

viewed.

The war involved a vast expenditure of rupee currency

in India and a great reduction in the supply of goods avail-

able for civil consumption. To check the inflationary effect

of these conditions it was necessary to take various

measures in which, as Your Highnesses know, the States

were asked to co-operate. Some of these measures, such

as high taxation and an intensified savings campaign, were

designed to secure a reduction in purchasing power: the

purpose of others was to increase the quantity of goods

for sale. Control over capital issues and forward con-

tracting was introdnce eck on speculation; and,

finaliy, the distributi emmodities was made

1s equitable as possi { similar controls.

With the end of the ion has somewhat

changed, for, though he possible danger of

inflation, « period of te ion may be caused by

the rapid release of ansel and war workers.

To guard against these i stangers action is being

taken in British India, aid, to embark on an

urgent programme of § articularly those which

give employment to | i add to the national

wealth; and, on the 3 un a relatively high

level of texation and te public saving, I com.

mend to Your Highnes oo of similar measures

in the States.

Your Highnesses, I do not think it necessary that T

should deul ut any length with ull the economic problems

which face India at the moment. They are well-known

to Your Highnesses, und | have spoken on them elsewhere.

Phe main pomt which L wish to make is this: that if is my

earnest aim and will be my constant endeavour that the

utterests of the States should receive the same attention

and sympathy from the Grovernment of India in the process

of development as the Provinces of British India. I am

also sure that the States will afford that same measure of
cordial co-operation in controls and in planning as they have

given in the past,

Your Highnesses are aware that T have discussed with

your representatives on more than one occasion the best

means of improving consultution between the Government

TORN
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of India and the States on matters of common economic

imtexest, and of seeing thut the interests of the States are

not overlooked. I hope that we have been able to do some-

thing towards establishing closer relations; but Lam by no

means content with what hus been done, and have under

consideration further machinery to improve economic touch

between British Lludia and the States. I weleome the steps

Your Highnesses have taken to strengthen the Seeretariat

ol the Chamber; and the appointment of Sir Sultan Ahmed

as Adviser is, 1 am sure, a wise one. | shall always be

ready to cousalt with the Chancellor and his Advisers on

thir question of economic progress.

invite your attention to two particular examples of

the need for close co-operation—one short term, one long

term. The short-terzu in 28 that of foou-grains; for

some time to come axe will continue to be

made by the Comb in Washington, and

India will have to jus ora share in werld

surpluses by showing ¢ king the best possible

distribution of her aw ui this the produce of

British India and the be treated as one,

The long-term insts

ment of Tudia’s wate

Indin’s best way to pi

under consideration,

navigation, for hyd

India and States are

that they should work iff

development can take place.

T have no doubt that Your Highnesses are aware of the

importance of building up your revenue resources with a

view to financing the large expenditure which will inevi-

tably be necessary not only for further economic develop-

ment but also for the provision of expanding services in the

eociul sphere such as education, medieal relief und public

health, The latter forms of development must necessarily

tlepend on revenue resources and not on borrowings. [In

thik connection, ] need not emphasise the importance of

gradually approximating vour taxation policies and systems

with those of British India. T am glad to learn that this

matter is already engaging Your Highnesses’ attention...

Your Highnesses, T have briefly reviewed some of the

constitutional, political and economic problems with which

we are confronted. at thig time when the war ia but recently

sve you is the manage-

which direction Hes

v of the schenmres now

1, for irrigation, for

Provinces of British

ned and it is essential

eration, so that unified88 ty
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over end peace barely established. ‘Those problems form

part of the complex aud difficult situation in which Your

Highnesses will shortly be called upon to make decisions,

upon the wisdom of which will depend the prosperity of

yourselves und your peoples for many yeurs to come. Indian

States have had an honourable past: many of them have

histories extending over centuries. [i Your Highnesses

make such adjustments as are uecessury to meet the

changing circumstunces of the present day, there is every

reason to believe that they will play wu leading part in the

future of India. For myself 1 have no doubt that this will

be so, for Iam confident that Your Highnesses will bring

to the solution of the problems which confront you thut

same courage and determination which distinguished your

conduct during the war.

His Ixcen,ency Ti

LEGISLATIVE \Ssk

ECH TO THE CENTRAL

JANUARY 1946.

1 have not come &
political announcemeni,

representatives of India

of welcome and encourag

The intentions of

think, been made sii

mination to establish :

the political leaders: a: about a Constitution-

making Body or Conveution' as oun us possible. 1 cannot

enter into any details at the moment of the methods by

which these bodies will be formed and how the difficulties,

of which we are all fully conscious, will be surmounted.

Nor do | think it wise to try to set a date or dates for steps

to India’s freedom. | can ouly assure you that they have

« pliority label both in Delhi und Whitehall. I usk you for

your vo-yperation and goodwill in our great task,

any novel or striking

meet the newly-chosen

en to you a few words

Government have, I

‘They have a deter-

Council formed from

In thig session you have already debated on adjourn-

ment motions some of the pressing questions of the day.

Proposals for legislation will be put before vou by Govern-

ment spokesmen. These include some important measures

whieh are the result of most cureful deliberation; and which
tothink will, if passed by the Legislature, advance the

credit. and welfare of Indin. 1 do not speak with any inten-

tion of influencing your votes. It may be that you will

think it right, some of you, to vote ugainst the Government
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on almost every issue and to inflict the maximum number

of defeats. lf you believe that this is your political duty 1

have nothing to say; I may think that it will be a short.

sighted policy to prevent or delay legislation thut is likely

to be of real benetit to India; but that is for you to decide.

1 do claim, however, that you should not, in the

course of the debates in this House during this session, suv

anything which may reduce the chances of my forming u

political Executive Council, atfect adversely the prospect of

a settlement on the main constitutional issues, or increase

the bitterness already ubroad in the country. Enough, and

inore than enough, animosity has been caused during the

elections to the Central Assembly; and the Provincial

elections are likely to huve the same effect. It would be u

great help to me, and [| think to the leaders of your parties,

if moderation could be stu yall speeches here during

this session.

I hope and belie

in the Assembly is ne

ing a new Executive

principal parties, you w

Important constructive +

Legislation by ordinane:

very much hope thrt

necessity to use my 3

long sittings to get thr

1 think the Parla
2

of destructive work

mi successful in form-

the support of the

ery great deal of most

‘in at your next session.

ali to my taste: and L

relieve me of the

21ough it may involve

pasals put before you.

gation have received a

very general welcome ¢ iat they have impressed

thoss whe have met thern heir earnestness and

sincerity, and of the general desire in Great Britain to

achieve a lasting and peaceful settierment. I am sure that

they have made it qitite clear that their purpose is not to

delsy the programme of His Majesty's Government, but to

inforin themselves, and thus their parties, of Present

conditions and opinions in India.

At the moment all our minds are iuevitably concen-

trated on the greut political issues shortly to be decided.
Some of you may alternate between ardent hopes and

chiliing fears. I for iny part am firmly optimistic, believ-

ing in an old and homely proverb: ‘Where there's a will

there’s a way.”

But while the political issues are discussed, the

administration of India has to go on, the people have to be

‘fed, clothed and housed ju the best way that our resources
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permit, law and order have to be maintained, plans for
development must be prepared, vital decisions affecting

Tudia’s whole economic future have to be taken. My much

maligned collengues have served India well and have had

her true interests ut heart; I believe that any new Govern-

nent is likely to adopt many of their ideas. They are all,

without exception. ready und williug to hand over their

responsibilities at the et trliest moment to their successors

to whom they will wish good fortune and godspeed in their
difficult but vital task.

Gentlemen, it only remuins for me to give you my

good wishes for your work in this momentous Assembly.

On vou rests a great responsibility for the freedom and

greatness of India, T would say this to you in conclusion

and say it with all the conviction ut my command: that in

all great coustitutional ola as has been achieved

only by a spirit of & apding and concession

betweer the parties &

Broapeys? SPEECH BY E WNCY THE VICEROY AT

NeW DELUL OS Bare: fOr Pearvary 1946.

Tam poling to speal

matter--the food. sit

serious shortage of f

to som of our best

‘hat is literally a vital

s faced with a very

erious damage caused

rds by a cyclone last

Qetober. there has beey © fuilure of the north-

east Monsoon in Southes aid a failure of the winter

rains in the wheat lands of the north,
1 would like at once to contradict flatly any rumours

that our troubles are due to exports of food. Our only

export Has been a quantity of ground-nuts, whieh we

cold uot ourselves mill or readily cousume, und were

urpenth required elsewhere.

We are some 3 million tons short of our requirements

aud the world shortage of foodgrains is such that we cannot

hope for imports of this mugnitude. We have seut au dele-
gation which will press our cluims for imports in London

and Wioshingtou. We think we are entitled to outside

assistaunee and we shall leave no stone unturned to obtain

1, but the world shortage is a reality, we are by no means

the only country threatened with fatmine, and there is a

Jimit to the umount of help that will be forthcoming. We

have vot to do our utmost to help ourselves.
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As you know, I have been recently to see for myself
some of the drought-stricken lands in the south. There are
very wide areas where there are no crops at all and no pdssi-
bil'ty of crops for a long time to come. The people who
live there will starve unless grain can be found for them.
It is the poorest and the weakest who will suffer most,
We can save them and must save them. To do it, we
others, in more fortunate circumstances, in more fortunate
parts of India, must make some sucritice of our comfort and
must spare part of our food for them,

We cannot unfortunately in u crisis of this sort make
the sacrifice proportionate to the means. The man ten
times as rich as another cannot cut ten titmes as much off
his daily ration. But he can help in other ways, as I will
explain later.

an proposed to me to

should maintain our

iich is, heaven knows,

the supplies in sight

“ent additional imports

tén throughout the vear.

the eeneral situation such

wf disuster. The other

yption new aud make

s whole year and over

There ure two ply

deal with this crisis.
present basic ration af

already small enough

wil Jast, and trust to re

from abroad to muintat:

IT am qitite sure thaé in

4 plen would involve

method proposed is to

sure that our deficit i

the whole country.

There is no doubt wine ‘a ig sound and we have
decided to adopt the seésinfaltérmitive. The basic cereal
ration all over British India (and I am quite confident that
the States will co-operate and follow suit) must be cut to 12
ounces, with 4 ounces more for the heavy manual labourer.
T entirely appreciate that this is an inadequate ration. but it
is all that our present resources will allow. If we get
additzonal resources that will cnable us to increase this
ration we shall certainly do so. But it is all that we enn
safely afford at present.

T come to what we can all do and should do to carry

us through this crisis. The main administrative require
ments are: the widest possible extension of rationing; the

procurement of all surplus grains all over Tndia; and the
proper distribution of this surplus to areas in need. The
greatest dangers ure: greedy and selfish people, who will
try te get more than their fair share by hoarding, black-
wmavieting or corruption; fuint-hear‘cd people, who may

start, rumours and cause panic or loss of confidence, thus

1
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viving the black-marketers their opportunity; and idle
peopie, who have enough for themselves and do not see why

they should do anything to help others.

Now what ean each of us do to play our part for India.

i will tel! you a few important things, there are others vou

will tiiavk of for yourself.

1 hope every landlord and enltivator will cut down his

consumption of grain and send to the market or place in the

hards of the Government every maund beyond his minimum

recuiremnents.

T hope that everyone who can will grow as much addi-

tioval food as possible, wherever possible, whenever

possitle; vegetables, potatoes. sweet potatoes will all be

valuable,

to-do to make a real

ining, to limit their

euits or vice to the

help. The cereal

« seareitv areas, and

st, while.the rich have

ment, fish, vegetubles,

I appeal most strong

sacrifice, to cut out exé

consumption of brea

absolute. minimum.

ration is usually all

the poor man in the to

many slternatives and

fruit and so on.

There will be sorne 4

active part in meetin

or medical wits or bs

vou to get into touch

whether such aid is re

ill wish to take a more

organising canteens

- work, I would ask

vernments and see

ENE,

T hope that everva: € fair plav to the food

adininistration, Central and Provincial. T do not claim
that our food administration is in anv way perfect, but IT do
claim that it has done a fine job of work in the last twa
years it organising our food supply. and is doing it now

in meching our present trouble. [Tam responsible as
Governor-General for the central Pood Department and

filly accept that responsibility. [ have seen the measures

which the Madras, Bomhay and Mysore Governments sre

taking to meet their very diffienlt problems and T think

they are doing admirably. Food must not be a matter for

party politics, to make it s0 would frankly he folly at this

time. A lead in that matter has been given to the country
by My. Gandhi and Mr. Jinnah, and that lead must be

followed.

Let us meet this evisis together and share our sacrifices

as equally as we can. Jf we do, 1 am confident that we
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can get through 1946 without disaster. May 1 in conelu-

sion tell you, as one who has faced a good many grim-looking

situations in the last six years or so, that they seldom turn

out anything like as bad as they look, it you meet them

squarely and fairly and do your best, with determination

and commonsense. ,

eager

THis Exce.titency tue Vickroy’s SPEECH AT THE OPENING OF

THR YADAVINDRA Soupiers CLurR at Patrata on 22ND
FEBRUARY 1946.

Your Highness,—I thank Your Highness very much

for the welcome which you have given to Lady Wavell and

myself, and for the kind words which you have used about

us. Jt does indeed give seextnuch pleasure to visit this

famous State, and £ : glad to be able today

to perform the oper his Club, which will

give an opportunity & ship formed in war to

cortinue in the days o s every reason to agree
entirely with what ¥6 “ins said about the

glorious share which th ny bas played in achiev-

ing victory over our en rou may well feel proud

of the part which Pati ave taken in that victory.

It is very right and fi Highness should have

expended so much % n schemes for the

benefit of your old & glad to hear of your

proposal.to use the tahiss new standards which

these men have acquit heir service, to benefit
villsge life in your State and to bring about improvement
both in agriculture and in living conditions. I wish all
succens to your model villages. I am glad, too, to hear

how the disabled will be cared for. They are all too often

forgotten after a war.

Patiala has spared no effort or money to fulfil the

declaration which Your Highness made at the beginning of

the war when you placed the entire resources of your State

at the disposal of the King-Mmperor. Your Highness’ own

war record is outstanding even among those many Princes
whose efforts have been so notable. By your visits to

troops in the Middle Mast and in Ma‘aya, as well as

throughout India, you have striven greatly and successfully
to maintain the morale and reputation of your men. I thank

Your Highness for all you have done. Over 65,000 recruits
were enlisted from Patiala State, and the record of the
various units, in particular the Jst Patiala Infantry, has
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been equalled by few in the Indian Army; to have won
three out of the seven V.Cs. awarded to States’ Forces, and
in addition a generous proportion of other honours and dis-
tinctions is an achievement on which I offer my most
siucere congratulations,

T echo your hope that there may be a constitutional
settlement soon in this great country; aud 1 am confident
that a preat future can be built on the foundations which
Patiala, by its achievements in the war, has helped to lay.

Patiala has already shown since the end of the war that
it can distinguish itself no Jess in peace. I congratulate
Your Highness on the victory of your team in the, All-
Judia Olympic Sports at Bangalore. I had the pleasure of
watvhing some of their performances when I visited the
sports for a short time one evening. I am sure the
Yadavindra Soldiers Club age that good fellow-
ship and sportgmaushi sports are designed
to foster.

I have much pleas “open the Yadavindra
Soldiers Club.

His Excetuexcy rup ¥:

THE ART EXHIBIT!

1946.

You have core hé

HOA’ THE OPENING OF

J8LHI ON Marcn Ist,

‘ures and not to listen
to speeches and I hav 0 of detaining you. I
think however that vou is u iost interesting
exhibition. It is a great achievement of the organisers to
have obtained pictures by artists of international repute
from France and England which you can compare with
contemporary pictures from:this country.

| think everyone is agreed that the time has come to
give active encouragement to young artists in order that
India’s art may be developed and flourish. The Government
of India have recently decided that the Department of
Information and Broadcasting should become the Depart-
ment of Information and Arts; though artistic effort should
be fostered mainly by private euterprise, it is believed that
Government can do something to encourage it without
attempting to control or interfere with the natural develop-
ment of any branch of art.

| have much pleasure in declaring the exhibition open
J hope it will be seen and appreciated by many people.
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His Excentency the Victnoy’s Spence ar tHe Remem-
- BRAKCHE CEREMONY AT THE War MmMoRIAL ARCH. ON THE

47H Marcu 1946,

At the beginning of Victory Week in Delhi, during

which we celebrate the end of the ruost widespread and
devastating of all wars, our first duty is to pay tribute to

those who gave their lives to inake our victory possible.

We stand at a memorial dedicated to 114,000 British

and Indiun soldiers who fell in the frst world war, The

names of 18,500 of these, who have uo known graves, are

inscribed on this arch. We ure now assembled to

honour another 28,000 soldiers, sailors and airmen, who

have given their lives in the defence of ludia. Twice iu
the space of a single | ouc powerful nation,

Germany, sought w mabition to dominate

the world: and we ke these grievous

sacrifices of our vo that challenge. But

for them India would : mvasion and domina-

tion by a ruthless and the Japanese.

Those who fall

prime manhood of #3

vigorous, the most pu

mien Whose loss we ti

vitubly drawn from the

% intrepid, the most

levoted. The brave

our best.

Very mauy yer ited Roman poet

wrote that ‘the folly nid for by the fighting-

men’. That is still tn ' ; too often the businesy

of us soldiers to redeem with our blood the mistakes of our

leaders in peace. It is a hard fate but it is a man’s fate

Perhaps some day, in some better world to come, there will

be no more wars and no more soldiers, Till then the

foundation of all peace and of ull progress can be assured

only by the spirit of a nation’s young men and their readi-

ness to sucrifice to the defence of their country their ease,

their leisure, and if need be, their lives. The greatness

aud the safety of all nations is founded ou the soldier's toil

and the soldier’s sucrifice.

India’s warriors have now made safe for many years

to come, we hope, the foundations on which India’s great-

ness may be built; and those foundations will shortly, we

trust, be well and truly laid. Let us here determine that

the peace and opportunity which has been won by India’s

fighting men shall not be soiled or squandered by internal

strife.
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The Indian Forces have indeed won much honour in

this war. It would tuke too much time to recount here all

their exploits, to proclaim to you all their glory. The mere

tule of battlefields and victories is a long one. I will men-

tion only a few among many: Sidi Barrani; K] Alamein;

Tripoli in North Africa; Keren in Hritrea; Amba Alagi in

Abyssinia; Monte Cassino and the river Sangro in Ttaly;
Kohima and Imphal in Manipur; Mandalay and Rangoon

in Burma. These are some of the names which you and

your children and your children’s children will remember

down the years as the achievements of Indian prowess, On

the naval side, the epic fight of the Bengal against two

larger and more heavily-armed Japanese vessels, and the

handling of the landing-craft at Ramree and elsewhere in

Burma have rightly won for the R.I.N, the admiration of

the Royal Nuvy. The. pest os of the R.LA.F. in

Burma showed that h doughty fighters in

the dir as on iand or

The highest awar:

been wou by 31 mers

The tales of the herois

tion for ever. Who can

leader in the storming :

whe with one foot blow:

waved on and encour

“We must capture th

pride in the unflinchin

a post who died in its 4 ng back an attack with

the ery ‘‘Jats and Moher here must be no with-

drawal, advaree’’? Who will not admire the astonishing
bravery, of that soldier who when he received ao mortal

sword-thrust in his chest, drew out the weapon, slew with

it the Japanese officer who had wounded him, and led his

platoon to success waving the captured sword, until he

collapsed and died? Whose spirit does not quicken at the

story of that artilleryman who defended his gun with such

resolution that a counter-attack found him lying beside it

with seven head wounds and ten of the Japanese enemy

dead around him?

These are only x few instances taken from the records.

For everyone of those who won the proud decoration there

were many hundreds whose valour went unseen and un-

rewarded,

India’s international stature has grown by the exploits

of her soldiers. Besides their old and well-known com-

rades, the British, they have fought in close association with

a

Victoria Cross, has

mn Army in this war.

will be your inspita-

faitchless courage of that

3 of a desperate height,

ser erievous wounds, still

with his last words:

- Who does not take

sf that commander of
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Australians, Canadians, South Africans, East and West

Africans, Americans, Chinese and many others. All these

have seen und testified to their gallantry and steadfastness

on the battlefield, to their discipline and comradeship in the

camp. They have been proved and accepted as worthy

of the highest place in the illustrious fraternity of true

fighting men.

We have, however, more to do than to honour the

names of the fallen. ‘They have left families whose welfare

must be our care. There are those also whose names will

not be written here, whose fate is perhaps harder still, who

have lost not life but the health which makes life worth

living—the maimed, the blinded, the permanently crippled

or invalided. They deserve and must receive our most

generous attention. Of them, us of the dead, we may say,

with pride, gratitude anda “for our tomorrow they

gave their today’’.

The men we cor

over India, from all

distinction of home sri

suffered and died in x

disaster or in the triun

loss is tempered by a

bravery, for these men
these men endured;

the high carriage of

for these men were géev

radeship at all times, f thought of and fought

for their comrades and? nof only for themselves. Their

names will be written here. Their glory is imperishable.

“eame from homes all

all classes. Without

s, they fought and

they fell in seeming

y. Qur sorrow in their

heir qualities: in their

n their endurance, for

e, for these men had

Se chivalry in victory,
xereiful; in their com-

His Exce..ency tHe VicEroy’s SPEECH AT THE RECEPTION

GIVEN TO InpIAN V.Cs. AND THEIR FAMILIES By Huis

HIGHNESS THE ManaraJA OF PatiaALA at New Des Lut

on Turspay, THE 5TH Marcu 1946.

Your Highness, Ladies and Gentlemen,—I shall muke

only a brief reply to ITis Highness’ speech. We are all
glad to be here to honour those who have won this great

decoration, the most famous award for valour in the world.
A measure of the supreme daring and bravery required to

win it is afforded by the fact that of the 81 V.Cs. won by

members of the Indian Army in this war, no fewer than 14,
nearly half, were posthumous awards, won at the sacrifice
of life itself; and I think that practically every woarer of the
Cross must carry on him sears to remind him of his feut.
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Your Highness has spoken some words of me _ this

evening which I could wish were fully justified. I have

had great troops to lead during my military service in this

war, and the largest number of them have been Indian. I

warmly welcome your tribute to their deeds, which have

indeed fixed high the martial renown of India all over the

world.

Your Highness hus spoken of the military traditions

of the Sikhs and of their great services in the war. They

have indeed done splendidly and are entitled to a very full

share in the glory that hus been won by the fighting forces

ot India.

Now we must look forward to our next tasks, the even

harder ones of peace. We want the same qualities of

courage, stendiness and come hin that our soldiers have

shown, to assure Indig

I thank Your EH

hospitality this evening

together these brave 3

to give us the opportunit

of us all for your

i inspiration to bring

is Victory Week, and

em for their gallantry.

{AT TIE LAYING OF

Jaipur Mepicat.

+ Marcu 1946.

T am very please tothe Hirétudey and to lay the

foundation-stone of the Jaipur Medical College. I con-

gratulate His Highness and the Stute on this beneficent

undertaking, which is a very necessary and fitting com-

plement to the series of medical institutions which have

been- founded here. It is a very worthy aim that this place

should become the centre of medical teaching in Rajputana.

and that a fully-equipped and well-staffed institution should

be the means of training many hundreds of doctors. As

your Tirector. of Medicnl Services has so _ rightly

emphasised, and as the Bhore Committee Report has

recently shown, the lack of medical facilities in India is one

of the major social deficiencies which need to be remedied.

T had not realised until I came here that you already had

so many specialist medical institutions: these will provide

invaluable material for the students of this college; and

the result will surely be an output of keen and skilful

doctors.

His Exce..Lency THs

tHE FouNDATIG

COLLEGE ON WEGX si
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I am sure that the personal interest of His Highness

in this institution will mean that the standard which it sets

out to establish will never be lowered; and that teaching

and research will both be of a high order, so that the

Jaipur Medical College may come to be known us one of the

leading medical schools in India. It will certainly supply

a much-lelt want for this vast area of Rajputane. I wish

all possible success to this great undertaking.

Hig Excetnency tuk Viceroy's SpeEci TO TIE ANNUAL

GenkeenaL Meerixng or tig Inpian Ren Cross Society

AND TIE St. Joun AMBULANCE ASSOCIATION ON 209TH

Marcu 1946.

Ladies and Gentil

all the delegates wl.
distances, to attend

evidence that they reci

which they represent, §

the recent war.

ziad to weleome here

_many from great

* Their presence is

sortance of the Bodies

ovk they have done in

There are three gre

the Indian Red Cross

Association, and the &

formed from these t yr, mother, and war-

baby, so to speak; bn ‘tas grown into a very

large, energetic, and rut dent child.

idntions represented here:

St, John Ambulance

anisation which was

You huve heard from Sir Patrick Spens, Sir Ganga

Kaula and Sir Gordon Jolly an account of the work done

by these organisations during the last year. All that 1
propose, to do is to pay a tribute to some of those who have

made such an outstanding contribution to this great work

of merey in time of war—it is obviously impossible to

mention more than a few of the achievements of the organi-

sitions and of the workers—and to make a few remarks
ou their peace-time future.

Obviously the first persons to thank are the great body
of subscribers and workers in Tndin, who have so generously
given in kind or in service to alleviate the sufferings and
to increase the comfort of those who have fought in this
war, and also of some of the civilians who have been victims
of it. Tt is only the large numbers of those who have been
willing to help and contribute whieh have made these
benetits possible,
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In Europe 1 would mention specially the workers of

the Indian Comforts Fund, led by Mrs. Amery, who

worked dail, in London, Blitz or no Blitz, and brought

comfort and life to so many by the despatch of Red Cross

parcels to the Indinn prisoners of war. The bulk of these

parcels were paid for by the Indian Red Cross.

T should Vike to bring to notice the work parties all

over India who, week in and week out during the war,

worked for service hospitals, convalescent homes, and

hospitalships. 7 hope that such work parties will continue

their work in peace for the needs of both civil and military

hospitals, though necessarily on a reduced scale. I suggest

that the orpanisation of such work should be considered

before the existing work parties disperse.

In the East, the }

prevented aid being pt

though the Indian

that was possible.

hope and relief after

pureels from the air to

ing troops could reach ¢

also provided 200,000

children, which were dig

in Malaya, Singapore

ash for the relief of

mention here the tred

Lady Louis Mounthatt a visiting so many
hospitals and prisoner pe during the period

immediately after the Armistice, often at considerable risk.

wance of the Japanese

feoners of wat carlier,

rtion did everything

to bring immediate

y dropping Red Cross

wes before the liberat-

Joint War Organisation

or men, women and

ase who needed them

ukh was also sent in

in Siam. I should

and courage which

TH

{

T hope that you will all have noticed and will remember

the fine ex: mple of goodwill and unity. which was shown

ati this period by the pooling in the South-Mast Asia Com-
mand of the resources of the Joint War Organisations of

India and «f the United Kingdom and of the Red Cross
Society of Australia, to give tho maximum benefit in the

various arens. The co-operation with the Red Cross of

the United States was also very close.

No work of the scale and value done by the societies

could have been successful without efficiency and imagina-
tion at the top. We must remember the unfailing
readiness of the Chairman and Office-bearers of the Indian
Red Cross Soviety and the St. John Ambulance Association
to co-operate with each other and with the Joint War
Organisation, whose beginnings were so ably planned by
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General Sir Bertrand Moberly, and so greatly expanded
and developed by General Sir Gordon Jolly during his fruit-

ful and enorgetic Chief Commissionership. In this he was

faithfully assisted by the Regional Deputy and Assistant

Comunissioners of the Joint War Organisation both in

India and overseas, by the Honorary Treasurers and

Secretaries; and by all those who directed and organised

the work in the Centre and in the Provinces; and above

all, by the vast body of helpers who did the executive work,
including 1,100 members of the Women’s Voluntary Service

of Tndia who gave such valuable service in the hospitals.

There are obviously many others who deserve a tribute by
name und by uchievement.

I must mention the maguificent gift by the British
and Scottish Red Croas & fiee. of £110,000 which will be

used for the benefit af t# bers and ez-memibers

of the armed forces. “ Sum was given as a

tribute from the peo Kingdom to the

gallantry of India’s fig will be used for the

after-care of the perm rack,

The war has for an

is inevitable that 1 sha

about the work of the .

parent bodies—the

Ambulance—have of ¢

to render the many val

always rendered in pen m distribution of milk.

which is being done by the Indian Red Cross, . and the

work carried out in Eye Camps by the St. John workers,

are excellent examples of this kind of service, and there

are many others of great and increasing importance to the

health of the country: maternity and child welfare
schemes; training in nursing, first-aid, hygiene, etc. The
success of this work has been due to those who have
laboured to keep it going throughout the war when money

and stores, always so badly needed, were being necessarily
directed to the Joint War Organisation. 1 should like to
mention the name of Sardar Bahadur Balwant Singh Puri
who has done so much to keep the work of the peace-time
orgauisations up to its usual standard in the face of preat
difficulties,

ed our thoughts that it

ken at some length

nisation; but the two

ss and St. Johu

throughout the war

ices which they have

1 am sure you will wll have realised the additional
strength that the Indian Red Cross and the St. John
Ambulance Association have derived from working together
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during the war, and from having « central directing organi-

sation. I feel that we must consider this lesson earnestly;

and that if the Indian Red Cross und St. John Association

wish to accomplish work on any lnrge scale for the good of
the Indian people in peace, as they haye done in war, then

some machinery to direct big schemes in a big way must

exist—a nucleus of trained personnel to plan, develop and

direct, so that the time of those who serve and the money

of those who subscribe may be used to the best advantage
for the good of this grent country.

On the closure of the Joint War Organisation it is

proposed to put its remaining assets into a Trust, and to

use them for the benefit of those for whom the two Joint

War Organisation appeals were made.

Pes ow inadequate are any

this great service to

mt with no differentia-

arvice has made the

Viv human dealings

will continue in these

-hink that there is any

s af bringing together

ion in the future than

rganisation, which is

id has such high

ceord with the tradi-

I will say no more,

words I havi: said to rs

humanity, given in reg}

tion between races or:

Red Cross and St. Jok

between man and mu,

disturbing days of pen:

more hopeful sign of th

all nations in internatic

the example of the g

represented in all civit

ideals: ideals which ar

tions of Indian life aud

His Exceuurxscy tHE Vickroy’s Broapcast MerssaGE oN

Fripay, re 17tn May 1946.

T speak to the people of India at the most critical hour

ot India's history. The Statement of the Cabinet Delegn-

tion containing their recommendations has now been before

you for twenty-four hours. It is a blue-print for freedom,

an outline of which your representatives have to fill in the

details and construct the building.

You will have studied the Statement, most of you, and

may perhaps already have formed your opinion on it. If

you think that it shows a path to rench the summit at

which you have been aiming for so long, the independence

of India, T am sure you will be eager to take it. If you

should have ‘ormed the view—I hope you have not—that
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there is no passage that way, I hope that you will study

again the route indicated to you, and see whether the

difficulties in the path—uand we know they are formiduble—

eunnot be surmounted by skill and patience und boldness.

I can assure you of this, that very much hard work,

very much earnest study, very inuch anxious thought, and

all the goodwill and sincerity at our command have gone

to the making of these recommend itions. We wou'd much

have preferred that the Indian leaders should have theim-

selves reached agreement ou the course to be followed, and

we have done our best to persuade them; but it has not

been found possible, in spite of concessions on both sides

which at one time promised results,

These proposals put before

that any one of the parties

itself; but 1 do belie

workable basis on ¥

tution. They preserv

is threatened by the

munities; and in esper

disruption of that great

which India already owe

unity and efficiency he

offer to the Muslim

own essential interest:

culture, their econoniis

and to their own best © another great com-
munity, the Sikhs, thes'y “the unity of their home-

land, the Punjab, in which they have played and can still
play so important and influential a part. They provide,

in the Special Committee which forms a feature of the
Constitution-making machinery, the best chance for the
smaller minorities to make their needs known and to secure
protection for their interests. They seck to arrange a
means for the Indinn States, great and small, to enter hy

negotiation into the polity of a united India. They offer to
India the prospect of penaee—a peace from party strife, the
peace so needed for all the constructive wark there is to
do. And they give you the opportunity of complate
independence so soon us the Constituent Assembly has
completed its labours. ,

you are obviously not those

huve chosen if left to

fier a reasonable and

fia's future consti-

unity of India which

the two major com-

ave the danger of the

the Indian Army, to

and on whose strength,

arity will depend. They

right to direet their

their education, their

arus in their own way

1 would like to emphasize the constructive work to be
done. If you can agree to areeps the proposs in the

‘ 
. .Statement as a reasonable busis on which to work out your
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Constitution, then we are able at once to concentrate all

the best efforts and abilities in India on the short-term

problems that are so urgent. You know them well—the
immediate danger of fumine to be countered, and measures
taken to provide more food for everyone in future years;

the health of India to be remedied; great schemes of wider

education to be initiated; roads to be built and improved;

and much else tu be done to raise toe standard of living of

the commen man. There are also great schemes in hand

to contro! India’s water supplies, to extend irrigation, to

provide power, to prevent floods; there are factories to be

built und new industries to be sturted; while in the outside

world India has to take Jier place in international bodies,

in which her representatives have already established a

considerable reputation.

It is therefore iy .«

times ahead, in the §)

tion is being built, 4

the hands of the ab

as such by the Indiate

further their interesis

vo that in these critical

ile the new Constitu-

India should be in

ders, men recognised

they will trust to

» to their goal.

As said in the Stat im charged with the

responsibility to form yernument as soon as

possible, to direct the : kh India in the Interim

period. There will he i minds of anyone, I

hope, hcw great a ste i be on India’s road

to self-government. rvurealy Indian Govern-
ment except for its h be nor-General; and will

include, if T can get the men I want. recognised leaders
of the main Indian parties, whose influence, ability and
desire tc serve Tudin arc unquestioned.

Such a Government must have a profound influence
and power not only in India, but also in the outside world.
Some of the best ability in Tudin, which has hitherto been
spent in opposition, cun be harnessed to constructive work.
These men can be the architeets of the new India.

a

i

No consti ution and no form of Government ean work
satisfactorily without goodwill; with goodwill and determi-
nation to succeed even un apparently illogical arrangement
mun be made to work. Tn the complex situation that faces
us there are four main parties: the British; the two main
parties in British India, Hindus and Muslims: and. the
Indian States. From all of them very considerable change
of their vresent outlook will be required AS on contribution
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to the general good, if this great experiment is to succeed.
To make concession in ideas and principles is a hard thing

and not easily palatable. It requires some greatness of
mind to recognise the necessity, much greatness of spirit

to make the concession. IT um sure that this will not be

found wanting in India, as I think you will admit that it

has not been found wanting in the British people in this

offer.

T wonder whether you realise that this is the greatest

and most momentous experiment in Government in the

whole history of the world—a new Constitution to control

the destiny of 400,000,000 people. <A grave responsibility

indeed on all of us who are privileged to assist in making

it.

Lastly, I must emphasise the seriousness of the choice

before you. It is the. setween peaceful construc-

tion or the disorder ween co-operation or

disunity, between 4 r cohfusion. T am

Bure you will not hes cice for co-operation.

May I end with sé ch were quoted by one

great man to another the late war, and may

well be applied to India 318;

“Thou ix | Ship of State,

Sail on, | g and great:

Human

With a

Is hanging

uture years,

on thy fate.’’

His Exce,tnency THe Viceroy’s Broapcast at New Desi
oN SATURDAY, THE 24Tn Auvaust 1946,

You will have heard the announcement of the names

of the members of the new Interim Government which will
come into office very shortly. You will, T am = sure, all

realise that a very momentous step forward has been taken

on India’s road to freedom. Some of you who listen to me

may feel, however, that the step should not have been

taken in this way or at this time. It is to these that I

want principally to address myself tonight.

You who are opposed to the formation of the new

Government are not, I ussume, opposed to the main policy

of His Majesty’s Government, namely, to fulfil their

pledges by muking India free to follow her own destiny.
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You will also, I think, all agree that we need at once a

Government of Indians as representative as possible of

political opinion in the country. This is what I set out to

secure: but though 5 seats out of 14 were offered to the

Muslim League, though assurances were given that the

scheme of constitution-making would be worked in

accordance with the procedure laid down, and though the

new Interim Government is to operate under the existing

constitution, it has not been possible at present to secure a

coalition. No one could be sorrier about the failure than

Iam. No one could be more sure that it is a Coalition

Government in which both the main parties are represented

that is needed at this moment in the interests of all parties

and communities in India. This is a view which I know

that the President of the Congress, Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru, and his colleagues heideas strongly as I do. His

efforts like mine wil sctad fo persuading the
League to join the

Let me state cles

is still open to the Mx

me five names for plax

6 will be nominees of &

tatives of the Minori

acceptable to me and

be included in the Ga

reformed. The Mus!

outvoted on any essen

can only- exist and func fe condition that both
main purties to it are satisfied. i will see that the most
important portfolios are equitably shared. I sincerely
trust that the League will reconsider their policy and

decide to participate in the Government.

ch has been made and

They can propose to

srnent of 14, of which

three will be represen-

d these names are

Tis Majesty, they will

h will at once be

ave no fear of being

salition Government

Meanwhile,. however, the administration of India has
to go on, and there are large issues which must be decided.
T am glad that the representatives of a very large body of
politica] opinion in the country will be my colleagues in
carrying on the government. I welcome them to my
Council. I am also glad that the Sikhs have now decided
to participate in the Constituent Assembly and in the
Interim Government. I have no doubt that their decision
is a wise one.

As I have already made clear, I shall implement fully
His Muajesty’s Government’s policy of giving the new
Government the maximum freedom in the day-to-day
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administration of ihe country. In the field of provincial
autonomy, of course, the Provincial Governments have a

very wide sphere of authority in which the Central Govern-

ment cannot intervene. My new Government will not

have any power or indecd sny desire to trespass on the

tield of provincial udministration.

The recent terrible occurrences in Caleutta have been

a sobering reminder that a much greater measure of tolyra-

tion is essential if India is to survive the transition — to

freedom. I appeal most earnestly not only to sober

citizens but to the young and to the discontented to

recognise that no conceivable good either to themselves or

to their community or to India can come either from

violent words or from violent deeds. It is essential that

in all Provinces law and ig xonintained, that the

protection of the ordix abio.citizen is ussured with

a firm but impartial: no community is

oppressed.

The Army had te:

order and rightly sc.

suppress civil disturban

Army but that of the

of the Army is a last re

of this basic principle:

view of the civil popu

heard much praise o

troops ‘employed in Ci vill add here my own

tribute of admiration to Hy ervice, for thelr behaviour
in a duty which is the most exacting and unpleasant on
which troops can be employed.

at Calcutta to restore

romind you that to

22 normal duty of the

Governments, The use

A general recognition

th from the point of

Army itself. I have

and efficiency of the

The War Member in the new Government will be an
Indian, and this is a change which both the Commander-
in-Chief and I warmly welcome. But the constitutional
position of the Armed Forces is in no way chunged. They
still owe allegiance, in accordance with their outh, to the
King-Emperor, to whom and to Parliament I am. still
responsible,

In spite of all immediate appearances I believe there
is yet a chance of agreement between the two principal
parties. I am quite sure that there is a very large body
of opinion in both parties and of non-party men who would
welcome such an agreement, and T hope they will all work
for it. I would appeal also to the Press to use its very
great influence on the side of moderation and compromise.
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Remember, the Interim Government can be reformed
tomorrow if the League decide to come in. Meanwhile it

will administer in the interests of the country as a whole

and not of any one party or creed.

It is desirable also that the work of the Constituent

Assembly should begin as eurly as possible. I can assure

the Muslim League that the procedure laid down in the

Statement of May 16th regarding the framing of Provincial

and Group Constitutions will be faithfully adhered to; that
there cm be no question of any change in the fundamental

principles proposed for the Constituent Assembly in para-

geaph 15 of the Cabinet Mission’s Statement of 16th May

or of a decision on 1 mein communal issue, without a

majority of both major communities; and that the Congress

are ready to agree that any dispute of interpretation may

be referred to the ede sincerely trust that the

Muslim League will z decision not to take

part in a plan which % hem so wide a field

in which to protect thé o decide the future of

the Muslims of India

We have come io « caf and solemn issue in

the affairs of India. § ‘clerance and soberness

in thought and acticn m

speakiny and rash decd

danger for so many 1%

Indians in any author nfluence, to show by

their good sense and rest® Awe They are worthy of their
country, and that their worthy of the freedom

it is to receive.

“ Broapeast Sprecn py Fis Excennency tHe VIcEROY AT

New Denur on 28¢1 Ocroper 1946.

I have only a few words to say to you this evening but

they come from the depths of my heart and of my
conscienee and they are on matters vital to India.

Firstly. ] want to impress on you that with the forma-

tion of a Coalition Government India has taken another
freat stride forward on the road to freedom. Tt is my

desire and hope that all elements in this Government shall

work together in harmony, both in dealing with the present
pressing problems of India. and in furthering the forma-
tion of : new Constitution which will enable the British
Government to complete the transfer of power to India,
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But India cannot go forward to her high destiny and

we cannot devote ourselves wholeheartedly to the great

work that lies ahead of us all, when our minds are filled

with constant anxiety and apprehension. We desire, as
I am sure does every mun of goodwill, that freedom from

fear of communal strife should become general throughout

the length and breadth of India.

I ask therefore on my own behalf and on behalf of my
Government, which wholeheartedly supports this appenl,
that the communal strife, which now poisons the lite and

disfigures the fair name of India, should cease.

Let us not look backwards to old hatreds and injuries
and recriminations, but forward to the prospect of a tree,

powerful and prosperous India.

Note For ADDRESS 4 ON Or THE Denn

speech to you. 1 do

“ ovcasion pass without

and thanks to the very

honoured this Univer-

ession of the Indian

ry preat occasion of

ire not only to the

wi to every other

india as a whole.

feel however that I e

saying a very few ward

many eminent scientista

sity by their presences a

Science Congress. ft

instruction, encourage}

Sciehce Faculty of ¢

University in the count

The interest of India subjects has been

testified by the many s of laymen who have been

attracted by the lectures delivered at the Conference, and

have had their interest in science quickened by the admir-

able discourses they have heard from masters of 2 subject.

J therefore offer you, as Chancellor of this University

and as head of the Indian Government, our most grateful

thanks for coming so many thousands of miles and for

making such a very notable success of this Session of the

Indian Science Congress.

e

Tlis Excen.ency tim Vicrroy’s Repry to a FARRWEL.

Appress FROM THR Meunicrpan ComMMITTtKE or NEW

Deu on tne 20TH Maren 1047.

On behalf of Her Bxeellency and myself I thank you

most sincerely for your farewell address. We much

appreciate the kind things you have said of our work in

India and your good wishes for the futur..
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We have actually lived longer in New Delhi, at the
Communder-in-Chief’s und Viceroy’s Houses, than any-

where clse since we were married. We shall for this and
for other reasons always have very lively recollections of

Delhi, of its historical monuments, of its amenities, and

of its people. We have been deeply interested in all these

and have often wished that we had had more leisure to

study and enjoy them. For myself, perhaps the greater

proportion of such leisure as 1 have had in Delhi has been

spent on your excellent golf-course ut Lodi, to which you

referred, und in riding ground the outskirts of the city in

the early morning.

My morning rides have sometimes brought me in con-

tact with vour problums, as when the sudden appearance

in my path of a deep trench and many pipes have called my

attention to your prob at supply; or when I have

seen new buildings yealised the housing

problem that confro: these rides I have

ulways some urchite oid buildings, or the

horizon of New Delhi i non Lodi golf-course
some ancient tomb or outline of the Purana

Kila have at times alime ne for a sliced drive or

missed putt.

1 can assure you

with close interest, an

for myself. I have sy

the continual growth c ion has required more

housing, more food, meres: sore electricity. I con-

gratulate vou on the stabdards * have maintained in

spite of difficulties and shortages, and especially on the

success which has attended the campaign against Malaria.

One matter to which you referred when you gave me

a message of welcome nearly 34 years ago was the removal

of temporary buildings. I told you then that T was in full

sympathy with your desire to have them removed as soon

us possible. I still am, but T fear that the temporary

buildings have increased rather than diminished, and that
the shortuge of accommodation leaves no hope of their all
being pulled down yet awhile. But T am sure that you
must keep this object in view, and must clear the sites
now occupied by these temporary hutments to put up
buildings in keeping with the original plan.

atched your problems

sible have seen them

' the extent of them:

You referred to the especial need of housing for nurses

and teachers. This-is a question in which Her Excellency



144

and myself have always been deeply interested and we hope
‘that success will attend your efforts.

You are charged with the important duty of looking
after the welfare of this great city, which is destined to be,
if all gocs well, the principal capital in Asia. I give you
my very best wishes for the future. I know my
distinguished successor will do a’] he can to assist you.

I thank you again for your good wishes.

His Excetuency Torp Wave.L.’s Broapcast to INDIA ON

2isr Marcu 1947.

to the people of India

é-with-you and fare-

come from my heurt,

ave spent more than

I played and grew for

the sun and air of a fine
iia life. As a young

Shern India, and they

Bars of my life. They
‘than to hard work or

tements of my profes-
always bred fine

This is a short p

to say good-bye ar

you-well, as those w

for I owe much to |

thirteen ycars of my

24 years in the Nilgiri

climate gave my body

subaltern I spent five
were certainly some

were devoted perhaps

to hard thinking; be

sion of soldiering in a

soldiers. In those yeark closest to knowledge of
the common Indian people, earnt enough of the
language to speak with the villagers where I camped and
shot, with my shikaris in the hills of Kashmir, where I was
several times alone with them for many weeks, and with
the soldiers of India wiih whom I ‘served, My. first
independent command on active service was a detach-
meut of 33 Indian soldiers: a V.C.O., 8 Sikhs, 8 Punjabi
Mussalmans, 8 Dogras, and 8 Pathans—all magnificent
men. I also acted as Transport Officer to an Indian
Mountain Battery for several weeks march; and a friend
in the Royal Engineers used to allow me to come out some-
times with his Company of Madras Sappers and Miners.
So that I left India with some knowledge of and a great
affection for the Indian soldier and the Indian peasant,

During the two world wars it was my fortune to see
much of the prowess of the Indian soldier, und to profit
y it.



145

My last service in India has been the longest, 2 years

ug Commander-in-Chief and nearly 34 years as Viceroy.

They have been years of hard work and heavy responsi-
bility. I shall be glad if I have during them done any-
thing to repay to India my debt for the five years I enjoyed

aS o young man, and for the skill and gallantry of the

Indian Army, which served under me through a number
of cumpaigns, in success or failure, in good times or bad,

but always with the valour and endurance of true
warriors.

1 am conscious of mistakes I have made in these years,

but 1 hope you will know that I have always tried to work

for the welfare of India's inhabitants and for the advance-

ment of India to self-rule.

I am a soldier and n

to the soldiers of India,

believe that the stabi

be a deciding factor 3

how all communities

danger with comrades

To all those with +

years, within the Gover:

Ministers, Officials and

thanks for their kinds

say a special word of

members of the Serv

Provinces. I know anc with their difficulties

in these times of stress what strain they have

been subjected and 1 know with what courage and hard

work they have met them. They have been very devoted

servants of India.

words of farewell must be

ration and in gratitude. IT
; Army may perhaps

‘vidia. It has shown

ay to meet a Common

iyobion.

worked in these last

out—Rulers of States,

is-—-I give deep-felt
nd support. I would

My successor is known to many of you personally and

to all by reputation as a great leader in war and an ardent

supporter of progress. JI can assure you of his goodwill

towards India and of his vigour in showing it.

You have hard, dangerous and difficult years ahead.

But you will overcome them. I have always believed

steadfastly in the future of India. I thank you and wish

you good fortune. Good-bye, and may the world go well

with you. .

2080
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