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2 LIFE AND CORRESPONDENCE OF

British Soldievs.—Defeat of the French at Corunna.-~Moore slain—

Baird grievously wounded.— Necessity of » Change in the whole Sys-

tem of Opcrations.

THE unnatural quarrels between Charles the Fourth

of Spain and his son Ferdinand, Prince of the Astu-

rias, and the intrigues of the Queen, who was governed

by the minion with whom she was cnamoured, Don

Manuel Godoy,—by antiphrasis styled “the Prince of

Peace,’ —afforded Napoleon an opportunity of interfering

in the affairs of the Peninsula, and putting into ex-

ecution his deep-laid. desis for the removal of the

Bourbons from the France, the de-

struction of British found its way in

defiance of the Euy into the Continent

through Gibraltar, § Ament of France, and

the exaltation of his y. The events which

preceded the mene uk: struggle of 1808

—the fraudulent s¢ ortresses of Spain

by the French troops | forced abdication

of the imbecile i urth — the assump-

tion of kingly power by his worthless son—the re-
sumption of royalty by Charles —— his second renun-

ciation—-the imprisonment of the royal family of Spain

—- the massacres, insurrections, assassinations, and

dreadful crimes perpetratcd both by Spaniards and their

invaders, which made Spain a land of blood, and filled

Europe with horror,—-and the intrusion of Buonaparte’s

brother as King upon the Spanish nation by the Dic-

tator of France, are too familiar to the reader, to

render it necessary to dwell upon the details. They

are merely glanced at, for the purpose of pointing out

the origin of those circumstances which led to the



MARQUESS WELLESLEY. 3

mission of the Marquess Wellesley to Seville in

the ensuing year, as Ambassador Extraordinary from

his Britannic Majesty. On the 8th of June, 1808,

Joseph Buonaparte was constituted King of Spain and

the Indies. The ordinance of Napoleon,—then mtoxi-

eated with power and ambition, and little dreaming

of the terrible finale on the desolate rock of St.

Helena,-—-was to the following effect :-——

“ Napoleon, by the grace of God, Kmperor of the French,

King of Italy, Prate e Confederacy of the

Rhine, to all mes sie presents shall come,

sends greeting :

uncil of Castile, the

od to us, by their ad-

i Yequires a specdy

overnment; we have

these presents pro-

seph Napoleon, the

ia be King of Spain

“The junta of th

city of Madrid, &e. ha

dresses that the well-

stop to be put to the

resolved to proclainy

claim our well-belové

present King of Naples

and the Indies.

“We guarantee to the King of Spain the indepen-

dence and integrity of his states in Europe, as well as

in Africa, Asia, and America ; charging the heutenant-

gencral of the kingdom, the ministers, and the council

of Castile to cause this proclamation to be expedited,

and publicly announced, according to the usual custom,

that none may plead ignorance hereof. .

“Given at our Imperial Palace at Bayonne, June 6,

1808.

(Signed) “ NAPOLEON,

“Tf, B. Marnt, Minister of State.”

Be

ed
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By a singular coincidence, on the very same day the

following declaration was promulgated by the supreme

Junta of Spain :—

“Declaration of War against the Emperor of France,

Napoleon the First.

“France, under the government of the Emperor

Napoleon the First, has violated towards Spain the

most sacred compacts—has arrested her monarchs ;
obliged them to a forced, and manifestly void, abdica-

tion and renunciatio as. behaved with the same

violence towards thé: Yes whom he keeps in

his power—has dé will elect a King of

Spain, the most he ji that is recorded in

history—has seni Iy to Spam, seized her

fortresses and her ¢ scattered his troops

throughout the cou nitted against Spain

all sorts of assass, ios, and unheard-of

cruelties; and thi & with the most enor-

mous ingratitude to which the Spanish

nation has rendered France, to the friendship it has

shown her; thus treating it with the most dreadful

perfidy, fraud, and treachery, such as was never com-

mitted against any nation or monarch by the most

barbarous or ambitious king or people. He has, in

fine, declared that he will trample down our monarchy,

our fundamental laws, and bring about the ruin of our

Holy Catholic religion. The only remedy, therefore,

for such grievous ills, which are so manifest to all

Europe, is in war, which we declare against him. In

the name, therefore, of our King, Ferdinand the

Seventh, and of all the Spanish nation, we declare war
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by land and sea against the Emperor Napoleon the

First, and against France; we are determined to

throw off her domination and tyranny, and command

all Spaniards to act hostilely against her, to do her all

possible dainage according to the laws of war, to place

an embargo upon all French ships in our ports, and all

property and effects, in whatever part of Spain they

may be, whether belonging to the Government or to

the individuals of that nation. In the same manner

we command that no embarrassment nor molestation

be done to the English nation, nor its Government, nor

its ships, property any individual of

that nation. We dé é shall be open and

free communication that we have con-

tracted and will keep’ with her, and that

we hope to conclud e and lasting peace,

Moreover we protes lay down our arms

till the Emperor ‘st lag restored to

Spain our king, Feed ‘cuth, and the rest of

the roval family ; he the sacred rights of

the uation, which he has violated, and her liberty, in-
tegrity and independence. With the same under-

standing and accordance with the Spanish nation, we

command that the present solemn declaration be

printed, posted, and circulated among all the people

and provinces of Spain and America, that it may be

known in Europe, Africa, and Asia.

“Given in the royal palace of Alcazar at Seville,

this Gth of June, 1808.

“ By order of the supreme junta of government.

“ Manuen Marra Aguinan, See.

“Joan Bautista Parpo, Sec.”
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The liveliest sympathy was felt in England for the

Spaniards who had risen against the tyrannical usurpa-

tion and cruel oppressions of the French. Detestation

of the despot who was then bestriding Europe like a

Colossus—a strong fecling of sclf-interest-—a resolution

to maintain the trade of England—to uphold our naval

supremacy, and protect Gibraltar, which Buonaparte

eagerly desired to grasp—the fraternal sentiments

which the bulk of the British people invariably feel

towards men struggling to assert their freedom—and

the remembrance of the deeds during the event-

ful and protracted. the Crescent and

the Cross in Spai

pions of Christends

Mohammed, who att

faith by the instrumer their Arabian swords—

general feeling in

“ © lovely Spain! ze and!
Where is that zio bore,

When Cava’s traitor-sire first called the band

That dyed thy mountain-strcams with Gothic gore?

Where are those bloody banners which of yore

Waved o'er thy sons, victorious to the gale,

And drove at Jast the spoilers to their shore ?

Red gicam’d the cross, and waned the crescent pale,

While Afric’s echoes thrill’d with Moorish matron’s wail!”

The Marquess Wellesley and other English states-

men at that period were also strongly impressed with

the conviction that there was no hope of restoring tran-

quillity to Rurope unless by means of active operations

in the Peninsula : it is now universally admitted that

the expeditions to Portugal and Spain were mainly in-
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strumental in eflecting the ruin of the French Emperor.

In the speech delivered to Parliament by the Lords

Commissioners at the prorogation of the Houses on the

4th of July, 1808, the following reference was made to

the transactions in Spain :—

“The recent transactions in Spain and ltaly have

exhibited new and striking proofs of the unbounded

and unprincipled ambition which actuates the common

cnemy of every established government and indepen-

dent nation in the warld, Majesty views with the

liveliest interest the [ekernined spirit mani-

fested by the Spanisl sisting the violence

and perfidy with w rights have been

assailed. Thus nebly against the tyranny

and usurpation of Fr Spanish nation can no
longer be considered , oy of Great Britain,

but is recognised } g a natural friend

and ally. We are & inform you that

communications have bucn.made. to his Majesty from

several of the provinces of Spain, soliciting the aid of

his Majesty. The answer of his Majesty to these com-

munivations has been received in Spain with every de-

monstration of those sentiments of confidence and

affection which are congenial to the feelings and true

interest of both nations: and his Majesty commands

us to assure you that he will continuc to make every

exertion in his power for the support of the Spanish

cause ; guided in the choice and in the direction of his

exertions by the wishes of those in whose behalf they

are employed. In contributing to the success of this

just and glorious cause, his Majesty has no other object
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than that of preserving unimpaired the integrity and

independence of the Spanish monarchy. But he trusts

that the same efforts which are directed to that great

object may, under the blessing of Divine Providence,

lead, in their effects and by their example, to the re-

storation of the liberties and peace of Europe.”

On the same day all the Spanish prisoners in the Unit-

ed Kingdom were liberated. They were clothed at the

public expense, and sent out to assist their countrymen.

Public subscriptions i people of Spain were

commenced; and athusiasm in favour

of the patriots was out this kingdom.

In the early part « formidable attack

was menaced against Napoleon being bent

upon shutting out 8 from the Mediter-

ranean. The gov fortress had been

entrusted to the % ‘esent Most Gracious

Majesty Queen Victor Hivhness the Duke

of Kent, who had previously served with the armies in

America and the West Indies. That brave and esti-

mable prince being in London at the time, and eager

to share with his fellow-countrymen the dangers of the

threatened sicge, for which the French had com-

menced preparations at Cadiz, at once applied for per-

mission to proceed to Gibraltar and resume the duties

of his office. The application of his Royal Highness was,

for some unexplained reason, not complied with. Into

the causes which thwarted the honourable ambition of

the Duke on this occasion it is the less necessary to

enter, as the dangers which seemed to impend over

Gibraltar were soon dissipated by the perseverance and
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heroism of the Spanish patriots and the terrors of British

bayonets. Annexed is a copy of the Duke of Kent's

application to the King, written as soon as the intelli-

gence of Napoleon's hostile intentions against Gibraltar

was known in England :—

“« Sir,

“Tho letters received by the mail just arrived

from the Mediterrancan, having brought the certain

information that orders had reached Algeziras from

Madrid, immediately to wake. such preparations in the

neighbourhood of & xt beyond doubt the

intention of the ens T could not, under

such circumstances, my feeligs, were I

to delay a moment } suring your Majesty

of my readiness in zo out there, but in

earnestly soliciting y¢ for my resuming the

duties attached to tk have the honour of

holding as Governor

«fo your Majesty if possess so nice a

sense of honour, it is quite cessary for me to re-

present, that, on the result of your decision upon this

request, which I beg leave in the most dutiful, yet in

the strongest manner, to press upon your attention,

everything most dear to me in life, I mean my charac-

ter as a man, and my professional credit as a soldier,

are at stake. [ will not therefore presume to say

more, than that I place these in your Majesty’s hands

with no Jess confidence in your justice as my sovereign,

than in your indulgence as iy parent.

“With every scutiment of the most devoted attach-

ment, and the most dutiful respect, | have the honour

a8.
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to subscribe myself, your Majesty’s most affectionate

son, and most faithful servant and subject,

(Signed) “ EDWARD.”
Addressed “ To the King,” &c.

The splendid and decisive victory of Sir Arthur

Wellesley over the French force commanded by the

Duke d’Abrantes at Vimiera on the 2ist of August,

1808, awakened the hopes of the states of Europe

held in thraldom by the Emperor; and Austria once

more armed against France. Success crowned the

British arms on this oceasion, and Sir Arthur Wel-

lesley’s conduct in the arduous» and embarrassing

circumstances in which he was placed, earned and

received the admiration of the country. By the Con-

vention of Cintra, General Kellerman agreed to evacuate

Portugal. But what shall we say of Lord Castlereagh’s

arrangements, or of the miserable intrigues against

which Sir Arthur had to contend, and for the removal

of which the Marquess Wellesley had to exert all his

influence? “Sir Arthur Wellesley,” to quote the

words of Lord Henry Petty,* “sailed, conceiving him-

self to be the Commander-in-Chief of the expedition

which was to effect the destruction of the enemy in

Portugal ; yet six general officers, superior to him in

rank, are successively sent out! Having sent General

Burrard to supersede General Wellesley, and General

Dalrymple to supersede General Burrard, and designing

to send another General to supersede General Dalrym-

ple, it is entertaining to see Lord Castlereagh recom-

mending persons so superseding cach other to act

together in harmony !”

* The present Marquess Lansdowne, one of the leading members

of the late Whig adininistration.
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Immediately after the Convention of Cintra, Sir

Arthur Wellesley returned to England, and resumed

his duties as Chief Secretary of Ireland, which office

he had not resigned on his appointment to the com-

mand of the expedition to Portugal.

General Sir John Moore was nominated to the

command of forty thousand men, to codperate with

the Spanish forces. General Sir David Baird was

placed in command of eleven thousand men assem-

bled at Cork, to be embarked for Spain, and placed

under General Moare’s in the 13th of Oc-

tober Sir David B Corunna, and after

some delays effected: the main army,

Napoleon having « er of Austria at the

battle of Wagram, 2 to put forward the

whole of his strengtl

Peninsula, and dri

published the folls

soldiers :—

“Soldiers! after inutiphing:im the banks of the

Vistula and the Danube, with rapid steps you have

passed through Germany. This day without a moment's

repose, I command you to traverse France. Soldiers!

I have need of you! ‘The hideous presence of the

leopard* contaminates the peninsula of Spain and

Portugal. In terror he must fly before you. Let us

bear our triumphal eagles to the pillars of Hercules,

there also we have injuries to avenge! Soldiers! you

have surpassed the renown of modern armies, but have

you yet equalled the glory of those Romans who, in

one and the same campaign, were victorious upon the

* An epithet Napoleon was wont to apply to England.
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Rhine and the Euphrates, in Illyria and upon the

Tagus? A long peace, a lasting prosperity, shall be

the reward of your labours. A real Frenchman could

not, ought not, to rest until the seas are frec and open

to all, Soldiers! all that you have done, all that you

will do, for the happiness of the French people and for

my glory, shall be eternal in my heart !”

Into the disasters of the campaign of 1808, it would

be an ungrateful task to enter ; they were at least re-

lieved by the gallantry of our soldiers at Corunna, and

by the heroism of M: ird : the first died on

the ficld, * the seconé yom a grape shot as

he was leading on Hy, Hookham Frere,

a gentleman who hb: d himself in early

life by his contribu Microcosm, Muse:

Htonenses, and The . had been sent out

as Ambassador to thy ain, and with him

went a fleet conve

under the Marque wo had been serving

with the French arm stein, Jutland, &c. By

a clever movement the English Government induced
those troops to declare for the national cause ; and

measures having beon concerted between the Marquess

Romana and Admiral Keats, they were brought off

safely to England. After being equipped from English

stores this body of Spanish troops were landed in Biscay.

The Spaniards cowered, it is well known, before the

French Emperor; and the promises of codperation

* © Slowly and sadly we laid him down,

From the field of his fame fresh and gory;

We carved not a line, we raised not a stone,

But we left him alone in his glory 1”
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which Sir John Moore received were completely fal-

sified. The measures of the British Government and

of the Ambassador in Spain, with reference to this

expedition, were, after the close of the campaign,

severely criticised ; and the nation generally concurred

in the judgment pronounced by Lord Grenville :—

“The conduct of the troops was beyond all praise.

They discharged their duty to their country. The

failure and slaughter through which they had passed to

the last exhibition of their valour, they owed solely to

the disastrous council: employed that valour

upon a frantic and abject. The fault

was in the system 3 ave men who were

charged with the tas it.” Karl Grey con-

demned the proceedi Hookham Frere in the

most pointed manner leman,” said his Lord-

ship, “ who, whaiey; is talents in other

respects, and howev cunpleasant it may

be to me to make on, appears to be

wholly unqualified, fr ignorance, and pre-

sumption, for the high portant station which

he at present occupies.”

Spain in all ages has been described by poets as

a land of beauty and fertility ;—in the language of

romance, tecming with abundance and natural wealth.

The Saracen Caliph Walid represented Spain to his

rapacious followers, as “ Syrian in soil and air ; Yemen,

in climate; India, in spices and flowers ; Hedjaz, in

fruits and grain; Cathay, in mines; and Aden for

useful coasts, full of cities and magnificent monuments

of its ancient kings, and of the Greeks, that wise

people.”

ae
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“___.. jt ig a goodly sight to see

What Heaven hath done for this delicious land !

What fruits of fragrance blush on every tree!

What goodly prospects o'er the hills expand !”

These visions were very soon dissipated after the

arrival of the British army in the Peninsula. They

found the land, ravaged by fire and sword, an inhospit-

able wilderness, filled with wailing and blood, and quite

incapable of yielding those supplies necessary for the

sustenance of an army. The English were frequently

without food, and ne s rtions were made by

the people whose hat: , out to fight, to pro-

vide them with th ence,—-although at

the same time the. ament was granting

extravagant subsidic nish nation! Indeed,

Sir Arthur Wellesiey ner landed in Portugal

than a demand was Portuguese general

for a supply of Bri -for the use of his

troops ; and both 8: and Sir David Baird

atefulwapacity and apathy in

Spain.

In order to interfere effectually in the Peninsula,

it was quite obvious that the whole system of opera-

tions should be changed ; that the military movements

should be placed under the direction of one able gene-

ral in whom confidence could be reposed, who would

be allowed to act without the interference of men at

a distance,—unacquainted with practical warfare, neces-

sarily ignorant of the exigencies which govern the

motions of a sagacious soldicr,—and to carry out his

own plans without the fear of being thwarted by others.

It was necessary that some prudent and discreet poli-
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tician of high standing and influence, should be charged

with the superintendence of political affairs at Madrid,

to urge upon the indolent and vain persons exercising

the government of Spain, effectually to exert themselves

and assist their British allics. The obvious force of these

considerations Jed to the nomination of the Marquess

Wellesley as Ambassador Extraordinary to Spain, and

suggested the selection of Sir Arthur Wellesley as

General-in-Chief.
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CHAPTER. II.

Change in the Publie Fecling respecting Spain.—Impolitic Arrangements

of the Government.— The Armaments to Martinique, Sicily, Malta,

and the Scholdt, -— Inadequacy of the Foree in the Peninsula, ~ Mar-

quess Wellesley appointed Ambassador Extraordinary to Spain. —Re-

signa the Appointment on hearing that the Forces are to be sent to Wal-

cheren instead of to Spain -—Myr. Canning induees him again to accept

is Gifice of a Secretary of the

it Seat in Parliament and

einted General-in-Chief in

#, in the House of Lords,

wl censures the Appoint-

PRuckinghamshire culogises

yations of the Times, May

agland.—Imputed to Private

dden and severe Jiness

People. — Edinburgh

g¢ on the French Flag —

cob’s Account of Lord

his Office of Chief Secret:

the Peninsnla.—The IF:

objecta to the Appoin

ment of the Marquess We

the Object of the Min

ist, 1809.—Delay of Lard ¥

Contentions of Minister

-—Lands at Cadiz, —

Review ecnsures Lord %

Observations on the Ci

Wellesley’s Reception it os to the Marquess Wel-

lesley.—Letter of Mr, Canning. —- Remarks on the Walehoren Expe-

dition.-Lord Wellesley to Mr. Canning —To Don Martin De Garay.

-—Don Martin’s Reply.

Tue ardour of the national enthusiasm in favour of

Spain was very much abated by the disastrous re-

sults of the first Spanish campaign. The miserable

dissensions and imbecile conduct of the Spanish Go-

vernment excited popular disgust, and a loud and

general outcry was raised in this kingdom against the

Minister to whose vacillating counsel and contradictory

instructions the ruin of Sir John Moore’s army was

ascribed. The Ministry appeared to entertain but faint
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hopes from any plan of operations in the Peninsula.

While they dispatched an expedition of twenty

thousand men to Martinique, kept twenty-five thousand

in Sicily and Malta, and sent fifty thousand troops under

the Earl of Chatham and Sir Richard Strachan to sub-

due Walcheren and look into the mouth of the Scheldt,

they conceived that twenty thousand men were enough

to achieve the liberation of Spain! The Marquess Wel-

lesley was strongly of opinion that the Peninsula was

the pomt @apput on which operations for overturning

the tyranny of Napel successfully conduct-

ed, and urged the 2 ring upon the new

campaign on a scat ith the dignity of

England and the imp juncture. Early in

the spring of 1808, then Secretary of

State for Foreign Aflat minand of his Ma-

jesty, offered to the 3 jesley the post of

Ambassador Extracy upreme Junta of

Spain. Lord Well at the appointment

agreeably to the King « being understood

that a large armainent would be sent to the Peninsula

under the orders of Sir Arthur Wellesley. Who in

Europe was there so fit to grapple with the Em-

peror of the French as the statesmaa whose sagacity

and energy had foiled all his ambitious projects in

India, and whose policy had expelled his armics

from Egypt ?

At the close of February Sir Arthur resigned his

seat in the House of Commons and his office of Chief

Secretary of Ircland; and on the Ist of April his

appointment as General-in-Chief in the Peninsula was

announced in the public prints. On the 14th of

vou. IIL c

S

of oo
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April the Earl of Buckinghamshire called the attention

of the House of Lords to this appointment, contending

that Sir John Craddock* who was nominated Governor

of Gibraltar, had been unfairly passed over. “ lis Lord-

ship appealed to the Louse upon the unpleasant situ-

ation in which that General was placed, being thus

removed from the head of the army at a moment the

most critical for the feclings and fame of their com-

mander. ‘To his exertions in collecting the British

force, and disposing it 3 to prepare a decided

resistance against the mas owing that the

resolution of aband: y was given up.

After all these eflor uul ata time when

such a prospect of military fame was

opened to him, could at conceived more cruel

to an honourable mar he superseded under

such circumstances 133 , much his junior ?

What were the reas erence 2”

On the Sth of / . Llenry Wellesley

resigned lus office as & Seeretarics of the

Treasury ; and on the 80th of April the following

notice appeared in the London Gazette ——

oY

“ Forcian Office, April 29, 1809.

“The King has heen pleased to appoint the Mar-

quess Wellesley, Knight of the most illustrious Order

of St. Patrick, to be his Majesty’s Ambassador Extra-

ordinary and Plenipotentiary to his Catholic Majesty

Ferdinand the Seventh; and has been pleased to

direct him to reside in that character at the seat of

the Central or Supreme Junta in Spain.”

* Subsequently Lord Howden,
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A gentleman of considerable notoriety im those days

urged the following whimsical objections to the ap-

pointment of the noble Marquess :—

Mr. Whitbread said “ At a time when the people of

England were everywhere talking of the injustice of

Ruonaparte towards Spain, he was surprised at the

national blindness to our own aggressions, recently

inanifested in the choice and approbation of our Am-

bassador to that country. If there were a man in the

universe who, in another part of the globe, had acted

as Buonaparte had done with respect to Spain, it was

the Marquess Welles nduct in the East

Indies was perfect sat. of the French

Emperor, The peop if they knew any-

thing of the affir country, must know

what that noble fas, » in India; but then,

all he did there proese: ardent zeal for the

public service ; whi in acting the same

part, was said to he oo by the instigation

of the devil. They ihtless the same acts,

however dictated By ditt: ives. Be that, how-

ever, as it might, the nommation of his Lordship was

certainly a bad omen, as the people of Spain must

know that the Marquess Wellesley would, if the oppor-

tunity should offer, treat both Spain and Portugal as

Buonaparte had done, through his ardent zeal for

the service of his country!” The selection of Lord

Wellesley, nevertheless, was highly satisfactory to the

country at large.

[From the ‘fies, May Ist, 1809, }

“Tt is with great pleasure we observed im the Ga-
«

: ae
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zette of Saturday the appointment of the Marquess

Wellesley as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipo-

tentiary to his Catholic Majesty Ferdinand VIL, with

directions to reside in that character at the scat of the

Central or Supreme Junta of Spain.

“We have invariably urged the wisdom and duty of

affording to Spain assistance to the full extent of our

capacity, not only at the outset of the noble resistance

of the Spanish patriots when their cause was fashon-

able in this country, but ever since the unfortunate

retreat from Gallicia he ng measure turned the

current of public opi them. We consider

the appointment of as an uncquivo-

cal pledge given te ¢ Ministers that they

are resolved to adap asures, to pursuc no

system of cold or thoie in, £0 leave no outlets

for irresolution or va aord Wellesley cannot

be an instrument fo Whatever opit-

ions may have been ‘ning the political

character of the nob : n% points which have

no bearing now, and which we readily lay aside, all

agree in this—-that he is a man of superior talents,

vigour, and resolution ; he possesses one of the cardi-

nal virtues, fortitude, which we would at the present

moment place above the others, because it is that

which the necessities of the times render indispensable.”

On the same day on which the above remarks ap-

peared in the Zumes, the Earl of Buckinghamshire, in

the House of Lords, spoke of the appomtment of the

Marquess Wellesley to the Spanish embassy,—the

services he had rendered the British Empire in India,—

the manner in which he had conducted the wars which
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had broken out during his administration in that

country,—the foresight, energy, and judgment he had

displayed,-—and, whatever differences might have arisen

upon other points, the universal applause and admira-

tion with which his military measurcs had been distin-

guished.—* Were I,” he said, “ to state in one sentence

what I thought of Lord Wellesley, I should be inclined

to say, that he eminently possesses those qualities to

the absence of which in the counsels of his Majesty

might be ascribed the disasters of the last campaign,

with the fruitless expend of eight millions of

money, and seven Under the con-

templation of this venture a sug-

gestion from whic advantage might

be drawn by his M ers; conceiving an

alteration in the Prov avernment of Portugal

indispensably necesss, earnestly recom-

mend that powers eted im Marquess

Wellesley for the x aking those changes

which could not be de ait the most material

injury, not only to the interests of that kingdom and

to the cause of Spain, but in its consequences to the

welfare and security of Great Britain and Ireland.”

As soon as the Marquess Wellesley learned from Mr.

Canning that the armament which had been collected

was directed to proceed to the Scheldt, and not to

Spain, he at once tendered his resignation of the pro-

posed mission,—being of opinion that little could be

effected with the small body of troops placed at Sir

Arthur Wellesley’s disposal. At the urgent request of

Mr. Canning, however, his Lordship was induced again

to accept the embassy, and, four days before the sailing
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7

of the memorable “ Walcheren expedition,” which in-

volved all concerned in so much disgrace, sailed from

England, accompanicd by his brother, the Hon. Henry

Wellesley, who had resigned the office of Secretary of

the Treasury in order to proceed with the Marquess

to Spain.

It is stated in the Annual Register of 1809, that

the delay which occurred between the appointment

and embarkation of the Marquess Wellesley “was oc-

casioned by private contentions of Ministers about the

great offices of stat “{NHt there were contentions,

we readily believe mentioned that in

the interva) betwe. and July the 24th,

his Lordship was sudden and severe

illness.

The Marquess Well

31st of July ; and

battle of Talavers, :

cannon firing, anil sjolcing with higher

hopes than had been ie surrender of Dupont,

the Marquess Wellesley landed to supersede Mr. Hook-

ham Frere the Ambassador to the existing Government

of Spain.

An immense concourse assembled to see his Lordship

land, and as he set foot on the shore, a French flag, it was

said, was spread before him, that he might tread upon

it in honour of his brother’s victory. ‘The people drew

his carriage, a mark of respect rather unusual in that

country. The Marquess gave one of the Spaniards a

purse of gold to distribute among his comrades; the

man, who was a shoemaker, by name Justo Lobato, im-

mediately returned the purse to his Excellency, and, im

iverl at Cadiz on the

hh morning after the

were ringing, the
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the name of the people, assured him “they desired no

reward, being happy that they had this opportunity of

expressing the genuine sentiments of the whole Spanish

nation :-—”

* Adieu, lair Cadiz! yea, a long adieu !

Who may forget how well thy walls have stood !

When all were changing thou alone wert true,

First to he free and last to be subdued ;

And if amidst a seene, a shock so mide,

Some native blood was seen thy strects to dye,

A traitor only fell beneath the feud:

Here all were noble, ry:

None huge’ aoae fallen Chivalry!”

“Sach be the: fange her fate }

They fight for

A Kingless ye

ser free 3

ller vassals coral

True to the vert

Foud of a hued wh,

Pride poin

Back to the st

War lt Warf is si

aehery ;

vught but life,

liberty ;

rife,

nto the knife !?? *

The Ndinburgh Review commented in very severe

terms upon Lord Wellesley’s conduct in stepping on the

French Umperor’s flag. Alliding to the report of the

occurrence it gravely announces, “ We have received it

upon authority ourselves, which cnables us, however

painful it may be, to pledge ourselves to its truth.”

Now it is rather a suspicious circumstance, that Wil-

liam Jacob, Bsq. M.P., FALS., who was at Seville at the

time, says not one word on the subject, in his interest-

ing letters from Spain in 1809. Even if the statement

* War to the knife,” Palafox's answer to the French General at the

siege of Sarajroza.
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had been true, it might, one would have supposed, have

been set down to the enthusiasm of an excited populace

of rather a romantic turn, rather than made an article

of impeachment against the British Envoy. Mr. Jacob

gives the following account of the Marquess Wellesley’s

reception in Seville :—

“The arrival of this celebrated nobleman in Seville

produced an extraordinary sensation,—a sensation cer-

ally neither prepared nor fostered by the body to

whom he was sent, xrow souls were jealous

of his character, a lest his powerful

talents should detect ir contracted policy

and futile projects. stable inhabitants of

the city, among whout af those men whose

information, patriadti: getie mninds, had plan-

ned and effected the i, became the leaders

on this occasion : eted the triumphal

entry of the British cville was emptied of

its population, and theeesy, erowds patiently en-

dured, without the city, the heat of the sun, the priva-

tion of their meals and of their siesta, and tranquilly

waited from morning till dark to welcome the approach

of a man whose high rank and distinguished capacity

were considered as pledges of the generous and dis-

interested intentions of the monarch he represented.

“The shouts of the people, aud the acclamations of

the multitude, were genuine aud unequivocal demon-

strations of the strong feelings of the nation ; but the

conduct of their rulers discovered merely that routine

of compliments which the hollow intrigues of a court

may teach,-—but what he, whu had ruled such courts in
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India, knew how to appreciate. The welcome of

Lord Wellesley had, perhaps, been increased by the

news of his brother’s victory at Talavera ; but at Se-

ville all was unmixed pure joy at the arrival of a man

whose nation was venerated, whose character had pre-

ceded him, and to whose high qualities they looked up

for deliverance from the government of a body of men

fortuitously raised to the unlimited exercise of the

exccutive and legislative power of a great nation.”

emment with reference

y the following ex-

Marquess Wel-

The intentions of the G

to Spain, will be b

tracts from the ii

lesley :—.

ary

“ June 87th, 1809.

“ You will exert you

the best understandin

and to satisfy then.

which we take in the’

coss of the cause in wh

ndcavours to maintain

Soanish Government,

gud lively interest

fin, and in the sue-

muish nation is en-

gaged.

~ You will profess our carnest desire to fulfil to the

utinost extent all the duties of our alliance with the

Spanish Government, and tu assist them in bringing

the war to a fortunate conclusion, by the restoration of

their lawful Sovercign, and the establishment of a just

and sufficient security for the independence and in-

tegrity of the Spanish monarchy.

“You will avoid any appearance of a desire to inter-

fere unnecessarily with the internal concerns and in-

terests of Spain. But as in the issue of the present

momentous contest, in which the interests of the two

23260
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countries are inseparably blended, much, if not every-

thing, must depend upon the vigour and energy with

which the persons at the head of affairs in Spain call

forth and employ the resources of that country; as

the opportunity nuw presented for such exertions as

may place the country in a state of absolute security

is one of which the utmost advantage ought to be

made, both in point of military activity and political

and civil arrangements ;—as the Central Junta itself

has recently evinced its own conviction of the necessity

of extraordinary dilig ttention to these im-

portant objects ; a niformly professed

a desire to receive: and advice of the

British Government £ of common. interest,

you will not decline a fof oflermg a fair and

unreserved opinion questions, cither of a

political or civil nat kcing in the strongest,

manner such arrarg y appear to you ne-

cessary for the effec on of the war on the

part of Spain, and fi nistration of the in-

ternal affairs of the Coverument in the manner the
most conducive to the welfare of the nation and to the

preservation of the monarchy. You will at the same

time be perfectly aware of the suspicions which might

be excited, and of the disadvantage which might arise

to the common cause and to the harmony of the two

Governments, if there should appear anything too

authoritative in the manner of delivering such opinions

as you may fecl yourself called upon to deliver, and

you will, in your discretion, consult the jealousy natural

to a new government, and to a delegated and uncon-

firmed authority.
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“Tn matters of internal government, and in questions

of commerce, you will avail yourself of any proper oc-

casion, generally, to recommend a more enlarged and

liberal policy than has heretofore been acted upon in

Spain, strongly recommending, however, that whatever

changes it may be thought right to introduce in the

system by which the Government of Spain has been

carried on, should be well weighed and digested pre-

viously to the actual assembling of the Cortez, so as to

be propounded to them for their adoption, with the

previous sanction and at of the Junta, rather

than that the whole: complicated a sub-

ject should be thr re that assembly,

without any settled h their deliberations

may )e guided.

“You will observe,

ances or restrictions ¢

as the Junta may aly

recommend, if grange

noval of such griev-

and personal liberty

» up their minds to

“tend to give weight

and energy to the autherityesce’ the Government ;

whereas if all such boons are deferred to the Assembly

of the Cortez, the intermediate period may witness the

decline of the popularity and authority of the Junta,

and therewith impair the meaus of carrying on the war

with eflect, and maintaining the kingdom against the

usurpation of the enemy.”

On the same date Myr. Canning addressed a letter to

the Marquess Wellesley, from which the subjoined is

an. extract :—

“ foreign Office, June 27th, 1809,

“The instructions with which Sir Arthur Wellesley

has been furnished (copies of which are herewith en-
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closed), leave to that Commander a latitude to pursuc

his operations into Spain, so far as may be not incon-

sistent with the defence and security of Portugal. In

exercising this discretion he will of course concert his

movements with the Spanish General nearest to the

Portuguese frontier. Tle will be directed to keep your

Excellency constantly informed of all his movements ;

and your Excellency will, in any such case, procure

from the Spanish Government such instructions to be

given to their Gencral as may aid Sir Arthur Welles-

ley’s plan, and sceu rdial cooperation of the

two armies. Bu © of too partial a

nature to require ‘of a regular treaty

for their arrangement

“The case for any

only arise, if at any fi

a larger scale shou}

in Spain, for the

f such a kind could

xl an operation upon

n by a British force

ering the Peninsula

altogether of French tablishing, after the

accomplishment of thateskjeekcsuch a system of mili-

tary defence as should not only afford a permanent

security to the frontiers of Spain, but enable the Span-

iards, in some supposable events, to carry their arms

beyond the Pyrences, and become themselves the

assailants.

“The period for such an undertaking is certainly

not yet arrived, and the destination of the disposable

military force of this country, at the present moment,

to other objects more immediately connected with the

war on the continent of Hurope, and calculated to

operate a diversion in favour of Austria, will probably

be considered by the Spanish Government itself as of
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more instant necessity and more obvious advan-

tage.

“Should the efforts of Austria unfortunately prove

unavailing, or should they, on the other hand, so far

succeed as to leave the force of this country free for

more distant operations,—in one or other of these

cases, the necessity or, the temptation might arise for

the employment of a large British force in Spain.

But it is only in one or other of these cases that your

Kxcellency can be «authorised to hold out any expec-

tation of an auginentals af the British army now

in the Peninsula, f forcements as are

already destined furs . of which is herc-

with enclosed,) or 3 of its operations

beyond the limits as: y Arthur Wellesley’s

last instructions.”

Failure and disgrac

tion, in which a fur

the Peninsula, acec

oe

10 Walcheren cxpedi-

4, which if sent to

vinal comprehensive

plan of the Marquos vould have swept the

French in one campaign from Spain and Portugal. The

number of troops erubarked for the Scheldt were up-

wards of thirty-nine thousand effective men,—the naval

armament, consisting of thirty-five sail of the line, two

fifty-ean brigs, three of forty-four guns, eighteen fri-

gates, and one hundred and seventy-nine smaller ves-

sels, together with a large proportion of such craft as

are eiuployed in dockyards! ‘This magnificent armada

was placed under the command of the Karl of Chatham,

brother of Mr, Pitt; and the naval squadron was com-

manded by Sir Richard Strachan, both unknown to

faine. The Earl of Chatham owed his appomtment to
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a court intrigue, which has often, in the history of

modern Europe, ruined many a more promising enter-

prise. ITe had been removed from the office of First

Lord of the Admiralty during his brother's administra-

tion on account of his indolence, and was then known

as the Jate Lord Chatham, because his hour of rising

was usually in the afternoon. The whole operations of

the campaign were tersely summed up in the follow-

ing stanza :~—

“ With sword in handethe, Marl of Chatham

Was waiting for Sir Richard Strachan ;—

Sir Richard longing to be at em,

Was waiting for the Marl of Chatham!”

Immediately aftcr his arrival at Seville, Lord Wel-

lesley made the following communication to the Secre-

tary of State for Foreign Affairs in London :—

THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY TO THR RIGHT MONOURABLE

GEORGE, CANNING, &C.

“ Seville, August L1th, 1809.

« Sir,

“J. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt

of his Majesty’s commands contained in your several

dispatches, of which 1 enclose a list.

“2. On the 24th of July I embarked at Portsmouth

on board his Majesty’s ship Donegal, and arrived off

Cadiz on the 31st, in the evening ; I immediately dis-

patched the messenger Basset with the packets which

you had entrusted to my care for Mr. Frere, and with

a letter to him apprising him of my arrival, and re-

questing him to notify it to the Supreme Junta in the
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most respectful manner. Ry the same conveyance 1

also addressed a letter to Sir Arthur Wellesley, express-

ing my desire to receive from him such communications

as he might think it proper to make to me upon the

public service.

“ 3. In the morning of the Ist of August, as I was

preparing to land, I received verbally from Licut.-

Colonel Doyle intelligence of the actions which had

taken place at Talavera de la Reyna on the 27th and

2sth of duly, and of the glorious success of his Ma-

Jesty’s troops under tl ad of Sir A. Wellesley

on that memorabl olheial advices of

those events havin and being satisfied

that the most acc intelligence of the

operations of the 2: panish armies must

uready have been tran ingtand by Sir Arthur

Wellesley and Mr. § attempt to forward

any dispatch to ys perfect statements,

dione at that time a.

“4. [ was received atetadige with every demonstra-

tion of public honeur, and with the most cordial and

cnthusiastic expressions of veneration for his Majesty’s

person and respect for his Government, of zealous at-

tachment to the British alliance, and of affectionate

gratitude for the benefits already derived by the Spanish

nation from the generosity of his Majesty’s councils,

and from the persevering activity, valour, and skill of

his officers and troops.

“5. The difficulty of obtainmg a house at Seville

detained me.for several days at Cadiz, during which

time I had the satisfaction Lo receive continual and dis-

tinguished marks of attention and respect towards his
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Majesty’s embassy from every description of the public

authorities, civil, military, and ecclesiastical, and from

every class of the nobility, gentry, and people.

“6, The same happy disposition and temper were

displayed in every part of the country through which

I passed on my road to Seville, and in my reception at

the residence of the Supreme Government of Spain, on

this day.

“7, The manifestations of this spirit of friendship

and union have been so general and so evidently sin-

cere, that I feel myself te submit this detail to

his Majesty’s gracic af discharge a grate-

ful duty m assuring sentiments which

have been uniform]; my presence by all

ranks of the Spanis ards his Majesty, are

scarcely surpassed by nowledged loyalty and

affection for the pers

“8, During my

obtain information “*

which I have had the:hus sf

shall take an early opportunity of submitting to your
judgment my sentiments and proceedings on those

important branches of my instructions.

“9, Immediately after my arrival at this place, I

sent the enclosed note to Don Martin de Garay (to

whom I had addressed a private note from Cadiz). He

has returned a verbal answer, signifying his intention

of visiting me at my house in the course of this even-

ing. Ihave the honour to be, with great truth and

respect, Sir, your most obedient and faithful servant,

“ WELLESLEY.”
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[ Enclosure. ]

1) IIS EXCELLENCY DON MARTIN DE GARAY, &C.

* Sir,

“T have the honour to inform your Excellency

of my arrival at this Residency: I request your

Exeellency’s permission to pay my personal respects to

you as soon as may be suitable to your convenience.

1 have the honour to be, &c., WELLESLEY,”

MARQUESS WEI FARTIN DE GARAY.

& August 12th, 1809,

@xtraordinary and

¢ Majesty, has the

leoncy the Secretary of

e undersigned

vtentiary from

to represent to |

the indispensx; f adopting imme-

sures for { ‘operations of the

y in the p

is absolutes ryio bring into action,

, the corps of the Marquess Romana,
jue del Parque, and any force which can be

a the north of Spain, or in the vicinity of

for the purpose of compelling the enemy to re-

strength in Estremadura, and of enabling the

ies to resume offensive operations. The un-

requests that immediate and cffectual orders

for this purpose.

“he British troops cannot maintain even a

tion, unless the supply of provisions and

vansport be regularly established. The

fore requests, that magazines of pro-

V
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visions be immediately formed at such places in the

rear of the allied armies as he shall point out; and

that supplies of biscuit, sheep, and oxen, and also of

barley, be regularly conveyed to those magazines, ac-

cording to the plan which he shall furnish.

“ 3dly. Tho undersigned further requests that

measures be taken, without delay, to supply the British

army with means of transport, as well for the purpose

of moving the magazines, as of enabling the army to

communicate with them, and to send to any part

the country for supr

these objects, tl

diate orders be giv

vision or forage,

equests that in

gs to the British

a number of mules i of one thousa

hundred, and of Val atelonian carts

amount of one func Ling to such a

the undersigned st
ee |

he undersiz

offer the assurance

Excellency Don Mart

4f of this

sh considera

Be Cy. We

DON MARTIN DE GARAY TO THE MARQUESS WELLI’

“ Soville, 12th Augus’

Sir,

“T have presented to the Supreme Central
of which I have the honour to be Secretary
Member, the note which your Excellency dia
honour to transmit with the date of to-dav
various points, respecting which I will
Excellency with the brevity which the
cumstances require.
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“ Notwithstanding that by an express sent yesterday

for this purpose, an order had been given to the Gene-

yal Commandant of Gallicia and the Asturias, and the

Daque del Parque, that putting themselves in motion,

they should come down towards Castille, and taking

the direction of the Capital, should compel the French

to diminish their forces, to attend to this diversion,

and allow the combined armies to act on the offen-

sive; the Junta has thought it peculiarly its duty to

repeat these same orders; and, communicating them

by the corresponding M io direct them to your

Excellency : this 1; r that your Excel-

lency may use the In them it is re-

peated to the afores xis, that they are to

act without delay, ivaic, and as your Ex-

cellency desires. :

“ Before this peri

had been made, tha:

British troops ; law

renewed ; commiss

essary arrangements

& be wanting to the

me orders are now

svaadepersons of entire confi-

dence are sent, who will take care that nothing shall

be wanting to the said army, establishing magazines

where it. may be advantageous, and where your Excel-

lency thinks convenient ; the said commissaries go

with ample powers and funds to provide and prepare

all the succours that are necessary, and which the

scarcity of the country may permit, which, desolated

by the enemy, sacked by the soldiers, having suffered

the weight of war for cight months, and not being

moreover of the most fruitful, is not m a state to sup-

ply all that might be desirable. 'The efforts of the

commissaries and the zeal of these who are employed,
n2
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will supply the want of means. Jn the same manner

the Commissaries are on the point of immediate de-

parture, in order to be able to facilitate the competent

number of mules and carriages for the armies, although

the difficulty of assembling as many as are desired 1s

known. The rapacity of the enemy, and his care in

removing animals of draft, render the collection more

ditheult ; it will be endeavoured to effect it by means

of purchases at preper prices, for which purpose Com-

tissioners depart to-morrow, as also the number of

earts which your Excel ures, which can only

be of this country, w ailercd to construct

them in the Catal? San manner would

cause infinite dela: ions of the army.

Finally, the Junta, ¢ the urgent necessity

of repelling and remov! mmon cnemy, will not

spare means, diligen: se, to contribute on

their part to the c ies of hoth powers

to act on the offensi¥

“ Your Excelleney v simeod of the good faith

of the Junta, of the efforts of the nation, and of the

necessity, now greater than ever, of re-union for the

purpose of driving the cnemy from this part of

Spain.

“The Junta is persuaded that your Excelloncy will

interost yourself with General Wellesley, in order that

he may coperate in desires so just, convinced as your

Excellency must be, how prejudicial it would prove for

the cnemy, in these circumstances, to obtain ad

vantages in Mstremadura and the Andalusias,

“The Junta requests your lxcellency to commu-

nicate these orders to Gencral Beresford, that he, with

rl

~
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the troops under his command, may assist in further-

ing this enterprise.

“I seize this opportunity of manifesting to your

Excellency, &. Matin ve Garay.”

The following facetious lines are in the original M8.

of Childe Harolde ;—

“ Ye who would more of Spain and Spaniards know,

Sights, saints, antiques, arts, aneedotes, and war,

Go! hie ye hence te P

Are they not writ

“* There you ma

ow many Welle:

As if thereim hej

low many troops ¥ romain

That ne’er beheld

How many buildings

How many leaps

How many refies og

And where Girald:

“* There may yer ave Bir Johan !

That these my ward at err)

All that was said or sung, or lost or won,

by vaunting Wellesley or by blundering Frere,

He that wrote half the ‘ Needy Knife-grinder,’

‘Thus poesy the way Co grandeur paves,

Who would uot such diplomatists prefer ?

But cease, my minse, thy speed some respite craves ;

Leave Legates to their house, aid armies to their graves |

* Boron fell nto same errors respecting the Wellesleys, whieh shall

be refereed to hereatter.
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CHAPTER IL.

Retreat of the British after the Battle of Talavera. — Operations of Mar-

shal Soult. — Position of the British at Deleytosa, — The Ambasgador

Extraordinary opens Correspondence with Sir Arthur Wellesley.—-

Observations of Mr, Wilberforce on Marquess Wellesley’s Letters.—

Remarks of Lord Tolland as mentioned by Lord Brougham—Mar-

quoss Wellesley to Sir Arthur i fo Marquess Wellesley,

complaining of the Ne > Spanish Government.—

British Troops in a Sy r Arthur Wellesley ex-

postulates with Cuesta. not assisted, retire from

Spain.—Representatio saasador and General un-

heeded.-—Resignation si sander-in-Chief.—The Mar-

quess Wellesley addre length, on the Prospects of

the Spanish Conse, an ‘h Army in the Peninsula.

On tho day foli

Arthur Wellesley w

under General Cr: ag» performed a forced

march of siaty-two English mies in twenty-six hours.

On the 2nd of August, however, as Sir Arthur was

preparing to march to Madrid, intelligence reached

him that Marshal Soult, with thirty-four thousand

men, had penetrated through Puerto de Baos without

opposition, the Spanish army having abandoned the

place without firing a shot. General Wellesley had by

this time learnt the value of the Spanish troops; the

artillery was in good order, but both the cavalry and

artillery were unfit to perform movements under an

chemy’s fire. On the 3rd of August, therefore, the

British anny made a retrograde movement and fell

e of Talavera Nir

-e thousand troops
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back to the southern bank of the Tagus. They re-

mained undisturbed in their position for nearly a

mouth ; their head-quarters resting at Deleytosa. Sir

Arthur Wellesley was at that place when the Ambas-

sador Extraordinary opened correspondence with him.

Mr. Wilberforce, in the year 1833, in referring to

this remarkable series of public letters, observed to

one of his friends, “1 suppose you have never seen

thea: but when the Duke of Wellington com-

manded in Spain, and his brother the Marquess Wel-

lesley was sent to conducé: piation, the papers

containing the dispatclit two brothers were

printed by Parliats nember thinking,

tha Thad never se all equal to them

in talent.” *

Jord Brougham ve:

how fwly Lord Hota

“Jn 1809, the Me

upon to accept the &

and enlightened view: an took of all the

questions of Spanish poly were, when made known to

those inost familiar with the affairs of the Peninsula,

the subject of wonder and of unmixed applause. — I

have heard Lord Holand and Mr. Allen, with both of

whom he freely corresponded on those matters, declare

that he was the person whom they had ever known

who most impressed them with the idea of a great

statesman,”

Fue,

anecdote which shows

d.owith this opinion +—

ley was prevailed

main; and the large

* Fide the ite of Wilberforce by his sous, the Rev. Robert Lsaac

Wilberturec, M.A and the Right Rey. Samuel Wilberforce, Bishop of

Osford
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THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY TO SIR ARTHUR WELLESLEY,

“ Seville, 13th August, 1809,

“«* Sir,

“T have the honour to acknowledge the receipt

of your several despatches noted in the margin ; and

Mr. Frere’s correspondence with me, including copies of

your letters addressed to hum, has afforded me the neces-

sary information respecting the general situation of

affairs in Spain, and the operations and conditions

of the British and Spans

; at this place, and

o an audience by

every endeavour to

st the measures and

fetter of the 8th of

even before I had’

the Supreme Junis

induce the Governr

arrangements sugs¢

August.

“For this purpo resented a note to

the Secretary of Sts he enclosed is a copy;

and last night I ree iswer, of which I also

enclose a copy for your information.
“The orders to the Duque del Parque* were trans-

4

* TRANSLATION OF A LETTER FROM M, CORNEL YO THR DUQUE DEL

PARQUE,

* Royal Castle of Seville, 12th August, 1809.

“ Sin,

“ Notwithstanding the royal order, which I communicated to you in

the night of yesterday, that combining your arrangements with the Mar-

shal Genera] Beresford, and expediting another order to the General

Commandant of the army of Gallicia, who ought already to have entered

inta your district, a the troaps should make a rapid movement on the

Puerto de Bajos, which appears the most practicable point for distracting

the attention of our enemies, who are harassing the dnglo-Spanish army.

lis Majesty desires, that having overcame all the difficulties which may
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mitted to you by an express courier this evening, and

I am inclined to believe that this Government is dis-

posed to make every effort compatible with its powers,

with the state of the country, and with the inveterate

defects of the military department in Spain.

« You are, however, sufficiently aware of the impos-

sibility of relying upon such efforts, unless a regular

syste can be established under such authorities as

may secure ius efficiency and seasonable operation ;

and although you may be assured that I will omit no

endennovr to contribu tblishment of such a

system, I cannot vicdent expectation of

success.

“Tt is evident,

army the articles wi

drawn from remote «

properly calculated fu

and that your mea;

cannot uow be furat * countries in which

your army is acting. herefore advised this

Government. to call forth every resource of the southern

provinecs of Spain, and to convey the requisite articles

in the first instance to Santa Hlalia, a place in the

rear of Monartino, where I understand a magazine

might be formed with advantage.

“From this magazine you might draw forward your

supplies to any other points which you might think

us

Lo secure to your

ure, supplies must be

such points as may be

lishment of magazines;

, and of movement

present thanselves, you should regulate with (he aforesaid Marshal-Gen

eral a prompt umreh, and should repeat to the aforesaid General Com-

mandant of the anny of Gallicia the order to the same effect, indicating

to him the newest point at whieh the forees cau be united,

“ Toake it kuown to your Maxcelleney by the royal order, that you

may fultil it, de. Connnn.”
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fit to indicate ; but the efficiency of the whole arrange-

ment must depend in a great degree upon the proper

selection and control of the agents for the collection

and conveyance of the several articles required for

your use.

“ Under a serious and painful impression of the

difficulties of your situation, and of the sufferings of

your army, I feel the indispensable necessity of com-

iunicating with you on the most minute details of

the subject. of your distress ; and I therefore forward

this dispatch to you he care of Brigadier-Gen-

eral Doyle and of #, to whom I request

you to state all t ‘s of your situation,

and every point con 16 means of relieving

your wants, and of s¢ against similar mcon-

venience, if you shel wacticable or advisable

to remain in Spain.

“As soon as thos be fully apprised of

your wishes and inte FYoquest that you will

direct them to return tee bi your dispatches. In

the meanwhile I shall not fail to use every exertion
to accelerate the efforts of this Government for your

relief.

“You may be assured that I shall take a proper

opportunity of representing to this Government the

defects of the Spanish army, which you describe in

your dispatch of the 8th of August.

“JT shall also recommend to this Government the de-

fensive plan of operations which you advise for the

future conduct of the Spanish armies.

“T have informed Don Martin de Garay of the ab-

solute necessity of communicating solely and exclusively
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with the British Ambassador, and he has assured me

that he will hereafter adhere without deviation to the

rule established in that respect by his Majesty’s com-

mands. I have already acquainted you with the repre-

sentation which I have addressed to this Government

on the subject of the distress of your army, and of the

answer which I have received.

“Under the discretionary power which you were

pleased to leave to me, J have sent your second letter

on the subject of the rank of Captain-General in the

Spanish army to Don Abert Garay. If it should

should not perma-

which you have

uflicient opportunity

eamnands ; and I an

seceding will be more

that which was pro-

nently hold that

adopted in that lat

for the operation of }us

satisfied that this «

agreeable to this Gov

posed in your first | forwarded to Don

M. de Garay your lett ie horses presented

to you by the Junt ncerning the pay of

Captain-General.

“T have received with great concern the description

contained in these letters of the distress of your army,

and of the perverse conduct of General Cuesta, This

Government is disposed to remove Gencral Cuesta from

his command whenever it shall have received from you,

or from the British Ainbassador, a regular and detailed

statement of his misconduct. It is my intention to

present to the Secretary of State a recital of the several

facts stated in your dispatches respecting General

Cuesta ; but, in my judgment, it would not appear to

mo to be proper that I should directly insist upon his
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removal As far asI can collect your sentiments upon

this point, they appear to coincide with mine. It is

not to be supposed that this Government will continue

to employ Gencral Cuesta in the chief command of the

army after having received full notice of the several

facts which you have stated ; and I am satisfied that

his removal would be made with more cheerfulness and

alacrity, and with less danger of unpopularity, if it

should appear to be rather the necessary consequence

of his own conduct than the result of the interference

of the British Ambas ‘e the honour to be,

&e., WELLESLEY.”

lesley to the Mar-

ueust 13th, 1809,”

In a letter from !

quess Wellesley, date:

the General writes as f

an answer which I

to the letter which

I addressed to him oc stant, with my reply

of this date. The p' hee proposes, of dividing

between the two armies, in proportion to their numbers,

all the provisions received at Truxillo, however specious

in appearance, would be fallacious in practice, and

would probably starve the British army. It would not

be difficult to forbid the convoys of provisions coming

from Seville from going to Truxillo ; and it is probable

that the supplics of provisions from Seville do not

amount to one-fourth of the consumption of both

armics,—-the remainder being supplied by the country,

in which of course the Spanish army las the preference.

An arrangement of this description is impracticable of

execution, even if the comumissaries of the two armics

“T have the hone

have received from
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would act fairly by cach other ; but this is not to be

expected: every commissary will do the best he can

for the troops to which he is attached ; and many

articles must be procured in the country which will

not be brought to account in the magazine of Truxillo.

“Im short, my Lord, it comes to this,—either the

British army must be fed with the necessaries which it

requires, or T will march it back into Portugal, whether

that kingdom is invaded or not by the French corps

which have moved within these few days towards

Placeneia.’

The General add

“T bee to mer

troops have receive

half an allowanee of |

forage except what

The troops suffer «

and neither officer: ‘ave had any wine

for the last fortnight « I should move, I

raust leave behind me two-thirds of the small quan-

tity of ammunition [ have got; having been obliged

to give all the Portuguese carts (which had carried

the ammunition hitherto) to move the wounded ;

and not having been able to procure means of trans-

port for anything in this country.

“Surely, my Lord, the Junta have had time since

the 19th of lust month, to supply the wants of the

army, With which they were then made acquainted !”

ixecllency that the

and yesterday, only

nd the cavalry no

k up in the fields.

. the want of salt;

Sir Arthur Wellesley, writing to General Cuesta,

remarks :~-
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“ When the British army entered Spain I had rea-

son to expect, and I expected that a great effort would

be made to afford us at Icast suosistence for payment,

and those means of transport and other aids, without

which your Excellency is well aware nothing can keep

the field. Your Excellency also knows how these

expectations have been fulfilled. Since I joined your

army, the troops have not reccived upon an average

half ration, and on some days nothing at all; and the

cavalry no forage or grain, excepting what they could

pick up in the ficids, nwholesome description,

by the use of which, rses have died. I

can procure no mck , and your Excel-

lency knows that I bliged to leave some

ammunition in the me which you have pos-

session ; and if I show ve, I must leave be-

hind me two-thirds of sutity of ammunition

I have got, having ly lot the Portuguese

carts (which have 1 } to the purpose of

removing the wounded

“The fire of the enemy, and the badness and scar-

city of food, have destroyed many of my artillery

horses ; and I have asked, but in vain, for some assist-

ance of this description. The consequence is, that I

shall be obliged to destroy many guns when I shall

move from hence.

“T have not received even an answer to the request

I made, to have a remount for the cavalry, of only

one hundred mares, which would be entirely useless

to the Spanish cavalry,

“Under all these circumstances your Excellency

cannot be surprised that I should think that the British
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army has been neglected und ill treated; or at the

determination which I now communicate to you, that

whatever inay be the consequences to the valuable inter-

ests to which you refer in your. letter, I will march

them back into Portugal, if they are uot more regularly

and more plentifully supplied with provisions and

forage, and with the means of transport and other

aids which they require.

The difficulties which beset the Spanish cause at

this crisis and obsiructe slicy of the British Am-

bassador are vivid); he subjoined note :—

LIEUT.-GENERAL THE

WIS EXCHLLENCY

ELLESLEY, K.B, TO

WELLESLEY, K.P.

sytosa, 8th August, 1809.

“My pear. WeLLEser

“The public ¢ h I transmit with

this letter will giv 1 faithful picture of

the state of affairs 7 ave undertaken an

Herculean task ; and edcvéie that the chances of

success are inlinitely against you, particularly since the

unfortunate tum which affairs have taken in Austria.

“1 wish I could see you, or could send somebody to

you ; but we are in such a situation, that T cannot go

to you myself, and I cannot spare the only one or two

people, to converse with whom would be of any use to

you. I think therefore, that the best thing you can

do is to send somebody to me as soon as you can,—that

is to say, if I remain in Spain, which I declare I believe

to be almost impossible, notwithstanding that I sce all

the consequences of withdrawing. Dut a starving

army is actually worse than none. The soldiers lose
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their discipline and their spirit. They plunder even

in the presence of their officers. The officers are dis-

contented, and are almost as bad as the men; and

with the army which a fortnight ago beat double their

numbers, I should now hesitate to meet a French corps

of half their strength.

“Send somebody, however, by the road of Merida

and Truxillo, at both of which places he must hear of

me. Believe mo, &c., Artur WwiLesLry.”

f the British Ambassa-

The resignation

simand of the Span-

bo hope for a better

ted. The posture of

s ably exhibited in

etary for Foreign

The repeated remongtr

dor and the Genera

of the imbecile Cucs

ish army, however,

system than had hitk

affairs in Spain at th

the followmg dispatc

Affairs :—-

THE MARQUESS WENLEAY RIGHT HONOURABLE

(i. CANNING.

“ Seville, August 15th, 1809,

“SIR,

“1, M. do Garay visited me in the evening of the

11th instant according to the intimation which J had

received from him. ‘The conference commenced with

mutual expressions of solicitude to cultivate harmony

and good intelligence for the purpose of facilitating the

dispatch of public business, and of promoting the

objects of the alliance, and the prosperity of the com-

mon cause.

“9, I availed myself of this occasion to state the
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general tenor of my instructions; I particularly ex-

plained my disposition, according to the spirit of his

Majesty’s commands, to regulate the extent of my com-

munications on matters of internal concern and admin-

istration, within such limits as might be agreeable to

the Government of Spain, professing at the same time

my readiness to state to the Supreme Central Junta

without reserve my sentiments on every point of what-

ever description connected with the reciprocal interests

of our respective Sovereigns and nations, whenever

such a freedom of sera i, might appear to be

necessary or accept

«3. Mus declars

satisfaction, and th:

ately turned to the

and especially to the «

“4. My attentions

subject even by tha;

of our arms at Talayer © rumours which had

reached me of the sple sevnts of Sir Arthur

Wellesley and his Majesty’ 8 ; gallant troops were accom-
panied by such alarms respecting the state of their

supplies and means of movement, as mixed a consider-

able degree of concern and solicitude with the senti-

ments naturally inspired by the extraordinary and

glorious circumstances of that brilliant victory.

“5. My anxicty was further increased by the dis-

patches which Mr. Frere had becn so attentive as to

address to me during my detention at Cadiz, and on

the journey to Seville; and the reply of Sir Arthur

Wellesley to my letter of the 31st of July, exhibited

VOL. II, E

ved with apparent

nversation immedi-

é campaign in Spain,

f the British army.

ed on this painful

once of the success



50 LIFE AND CORRESPONDENCE OF

the most afhicting view of the condition of the British

army in Spain.

“6, Mr. Frere informs me that he has transmitted

in duplicate to you the copies of the dispatches which

he addressed to me. I have therefore thought it

sufficient to refer to their dates in the margin of this

dispatch.

“7. T enclose copics of Sir Arthur Wellesley’s dis-

patches from the 8th to the 12th of August inclusive,

with a copy of a letter which I forwarded to that

officer by a courier on. 4 tant, and of another

forwarded under ti Colonel Doyle and

Major Armstrong. oecasion to request

your attention to m tbls correspondence,

but its most import minent feature is the

severe distress of th my, arising from the

defect of its suppli movement.

“8, Sir Arthur : letter of the Sth

instant, reached mi n the morning, as I

approached to the citys = and although M. de

Garay mformed me that the Supreme Junta could not

grant me an audience during that night, and had for-

mally fixed the 13th instant for the delivery of my

letters of credence, the urgency of the occasion ap-

peared to me to require an immediate application to

the Government. Under this impression I entcred

fully into the discussion of the situation and wants of

the army in my conference with M. de. Garay on the

night of the 11th. On the 12th I presénted the offi-

cial note, of which I have the honour to enclose a copy,

and on the same night IT received the answer, of which

a translation is also enclosed.
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“9. The dispatches which you will receive from

Mr. Frere will apprise you of the cireumstances which

compelled the British army to retire to a defensive

position behind the Tagus; Sir Arthur Wellesley in

his letter to me of the 8th imstant, refers to his dis-

patch addressed to Lord Castlereagh under date the

8th of August, for a full explanation of that movement.

He then proceeds to state the necessity that the Span-

ish forces stationed in the northern provinces of Spain

should be brought into action for the purpose of draw-

ing the attention of thes y to that quarter, and of

relieving Hstremai! ssure of the concen-

trated French az? been brought into

combination against rees of his Majesty

and of Spain on the 5 : ‘Fagus. In the same

letter Sir Arthur Well sents in the strongest

terms tho necessity 9 eazines of provisions

and forage in the jes, and also of pro-

viding mules and “Gt transport for tho

purpose of securing rnd movement of the

troops. This letter also recommends several improve-

ments of a less pressing nature for the regulation of

the Spanish troops, and states the outline of a defen-

sive system of war for the adoption of the Spanish

Government.

“10, The matters of most pressing exigency con-

tained in this letter formed the substance of my note

of the 11th instant to M. de Garay, and from the

answer you will perceive with satisfaction that imme-

diate attention was paid to my representation. I have

reason to believe that great exertion has since been

made b this Government for the JULrpose of giving
Oo a

u 2

ree
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speedy effect to the plan which T proposed, and that I

shall be permitted to superintend the completion of

the several details necessary to the commencement of

an improved system of supply and movement for the

troops in the field. But the impoverished state of the

country, the weakness of the Government, and the in-

veterate defects of the military department in Spain,

render any specdy improvement impracticable, and in-

duce me to apprehend great difficulty even in the

ultimate success of any plan which can now be

suggested.

“11. In Sir Avth

same date, receive

the distress of tl

provisions, is in #

Arthur Wellesley couc¢

he must render justi

he does not conceiy

army to be at all ix 7 neglect or omission

on the part of Mr. . Arthur Wellesley im-

putes this calamity to the poverty and exhausted state

of the country, to the indolence and timidity of the

magistrates, to the insubordination and disobedience of

the people, and to the want of authority in the Govern-

ment and its officers,

“12. To the causes which have produced and aug-

mented the sufferings of the army must be added the

perverse and intractable disposition of Gencral Cuesta,

the Commander-in-Chicf of the Spanish troops acting

with Sir Arthur Wellesley. Of this disposition you

will find innumerable proofs in Sir Arthur Wellesley’s

letters, especially in (Nos. 4, 5, and 6,) of the 9th,

LOth, and 12th of August.

etter (No. 2) of the

3, the description of

ined by the want of

ree afflicting. Sir

etter by stating that

ein declaring that

of supplies for the
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“13. These unhappy circumstances have contributed

to produce an unfavourable result in the state of the

campaign.

“14. Jn a letter dated the 9th, Sir Arthur Welles-

ley forwards a dispatch from Licut.-Colonel Roche,

written on the preceding day from Paraleda de Garvin,

stating that the enemy had attacked the bridge of

Arzolispo on the ‘Tagus, having previously passed that

river at a ford immediately above the bridge ; and that

preparations wero making by General Cuesta to retire

to La Mesa D'Tbor, ‘Phu he first intimation that

Sir Arthur Wellesie of the removal of

General Cuesta’s fi ‘om the bridge of

Arzobispo. The Dug srque, who arrived

at Deleytosa the sam gave an account to Sir

Arthur Wellesley rations by which the

enemy had gained ye «s bridge and of the

cannon destined tc er with five pieces

of artillery Dbelongiz ngue’s division, and

stated it as his opine x French were that

morning at Paraleda de Garvin, where General Cuesta’s

head-quarters had been the preceeding evening ; an

aide-de-camp of General Cuesta and Colonel Roche

came in soon after, and from the account which they

gave of the Spanish army, Sir Arthur Wellesley was

apprehensive that they must lose the greater part of

their artillery; he wrote immediately to General

O’Donohue pointing out the steps which should be

taken to save it, and strongly urged the necessity of

withdrawing the heavy artillery behind the passes of

the mountains.

“15. The letter of the 10th (No. 5) was written
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after having visited General Cuesta’s head-quarters.

The whole of the Spanish artillery and waggons had

then crossed the river Ibor, and about half of them had

been drawn up the mountain to a place of security.

“16. The last letter from Sir Arthur Wellesley is

dated on the morning of the 12th from Jaraicejo. No

French troops had then re-crussed the Tagus, excepting

those which remained immediately at the bridge of

Arzobispo. On the 9th, 10th, and 11th, large columns

of the French were scen in motion towards Placencia,

from which movement, & hur Wellesley concluded

that the enemy wy ‘cither of the Duque

del Parque’s troop, scneral Beresford in

the mountains of Bat or that the enemy

intended to invade Sir Arthur Wellesley

expected to ascertar. ition in the course of

the 12th instant, ; sid have moved to-

wards the frontier tates his intention

to follow them. élades in the following

words, ‘ The exporiei¢ yiévy day shows the abso-

lute necessity that the British. army should withdraw
from this country. It is uscless to complain ; but we

are certainly not treated as friends, much less as the

only prop on which the cause of Spain can depend.

But besides this want of good will, (which can casily

be traced to the temper and disposition of the General

commanding the Spanish army, and which ought to be

borne with patience if there was any hope of doing

good,) there is such a want of resource in the country,

and such little exertion in bringing forward what is to

be found, that if the army were to remain here much

longer, it would become totally useless. The daily and
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increasing loss of horses in the cavalry and the artil-

lery, from a deficiency and the badness of their food,

is really alarming ; and the Spanish cavalry having

begun to intercept the small supplies of food for horses

which we could find, this evil must increase’

“17. From the tenor of these letters I cannot form

any reasonable expectation that the system which I

have attempted to pursue for the relief of the wants of

the army can produce any salutary cffect in sufficient

time to cnable Sir Arthur Wellesley to resume offen-

sive operations, or cved ain a defensive position

in Spain at any ear! eason.

“18. Tn the men est alarm has been

excited by the rue posed return of the

British army into Por s Government appears

not only to contenipla sbubility of that event
with terror and de der it as the symp-

tom of a dispositio ‘ae cause of Spain,

and to relinquish the our alliance.

“19. M. de Garsy andasleputation from the Junta

have urged me in the most pressing manner to use my

influence for the purpose of detainmg Sir Arthur Wel-

lesley’s army in Spain, and of averting the destructive

consequences which must ensue, if the French arms

should be turned into Andalusia, and the southern pro-

vinces of Spain. But although I am deeply sensible of

the urgency of this crisis, I cannot attempt any other

mode of averting the calamity than the active employ-

ment of the Spanish troops in the northern provinces

of Spain, and the establishment of such regulations,

as may ultimately render the subsistence of a British

army in Spain practicable and secure. The Govern-
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ment of Spain cannot reasonably complain of the na-

tural and necessary result of its own defective manage-

ment, nor does any obligation of the alliance require

that the British army should he sacrificed to the erro-

neous policy of a weak administration, or to the capri-

cious and impracticable temper of its officers: the

reduced state of the resources of the country is perhaps

to be ascribed to a variety of causes, many of which

are of remote origin, and of long operation, But it is

not just to expect that the British troops should be

exposed to the dest ects of such a state of

things, because th country is not the

crime of its prese:

“20. Tam not

motives and objcets

tion into Spain, nox

arrangements were ;

ated with the original

vir Wellesley’s expedi-

3 able to ascertain what

Spanish Government

to provide for the “ply of his army ; it

is sufficient to knot ans of both have en-
tirely failed, that thé © provided under the

present system, and that no consideration inferior to

absolute necessity could have checked such an army

under such a general in the full career of success, and

in the moment of decisive victory. Under sueh cir-

cumstances it would be fruitless, if not disingenuous to

engage to recommend to Sir Arthur Wellesley a plan

which I know, and which he has declared, to be im-

practicable.

“91. I trust, therefore, that his Majesty will gra-

clously approve my conduct in having abstained from

offering any positive pledge to this Government re-

specting the continuance of our army in Spain, and in
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having limited my efforts to the improvement of the

disposition of the Spanish army in the north of Spain,

and of the means absolutely necessary to enable our

troops to move or even to subsist.

“29. In the meanwhile I am confident that if any

favourable change of circumstances should diminish

the pressure of distress which now impedes the active

exertions of the army, Sir Arthur Wellesley will either

resume offensive operations, or occupy such a position

in Spain as may be deemed most effectual for the pro-

tection of the southery 3

“23, Among th

for relieving the sul

General Cuesta frora ¢

might certainly pror

every quality necess

mand, General Cucsi

with the exception

night be suggested

ny, the removal of

£ the Spanish forces

rable advantage. In

tensive military com-

absolutely deficient,

rage. Ilis imprac-

ticable temper rend dilarly unfit for the

command of any fereédegtined to act with an allied

army, and it is scarcely possible that another officer could

be found in the Spanish service with equal disqualifica-

tions. Notwithstanding my conviction of Gencral Cu-

esta’s defects, I have not thought it necessary or expe-

dient. to demand or insist upon his removal. This

Government is under some apprehension of General

Cuesta’s influence, which is said to be extensive and

dangerous; although it rests mercly on the precarious

foundation of unmerited popularity. But I have found

no symptoms of a disposition to support General Cuesta

by obstinacy, or by artifice, or to sacrifice any interest of

the alliance to his views or temper. ‘The Junta is well
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disposed to remove General Cuesta from his command

in such a manner ail by such means as they deem

decorous and safe. If he should tender his resignation

it will be accepted with satisfaction and gratitude, and

at all events the Junta is prepared to receive a regular

and detailed statement of General Cuesta’s misconduct

from me, and to act upon that statement. It is my

intention (unless ] should be anticipated by General

Cuesta’s scasonable resignation) to present to the Secre-

tary of State a recital of all the facts respecting Gene-

ral Cuesta which be in Sir Arthur Wel-

lesley’s dispatches that the immediate

result of such a re i be the removal of

General Cuesta.

“24. In the ios save limited my inter-

ference on this occasi ong expression of my

sense of General Cu ct, and of the impos-

sibility of conduc erations with any

spirit of concord or he shall continue in

the command. ‘The ¢ Majesty’s instructions

of the 29th of June, especially of the 8th paragraph,

would require me to pursue this course of moderation

and caution in a matter of such delicacy, if the ordinary

principles of prudence had not recommended a. strict

observance of the same policy in discharging every part

of the important trust which his Majesty has been

pleased to confide to me.

«95. T ain satisfied that the removal of General

Cuesta will be made with more cheerfulness and ala-

crity, and with less danger of unpopularity, if it should

appear to be the necessary consequence of his own con-
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duct rather than the result of the direct interference. of

the British Ambassador.

“26. The unexpected state of the campaign in

Spain and the cxigencies which affect the condition of

the British army have compelled me to fix my attention

on those points which constitute the principal topics of

this dispatch, and to reserve the consideration of many

important circumstances for a future opportunity. I

have the honour to be, &e. W BLLESLEY.”

“P.S. Soon after phe

appointed Sir Arti he rank and pay of

Captain-General in my. They also pre-

sented som» horses m the name of King

Ferdinand the Sev a Sestimony of gratitude

and respect. The x spain-General in’ the

Spanish army is nea

in the British servi¢

the chief command «

“Sir Arthur Well has=socepted the present of

horses tendered by the Junta, but has declined receiv-

ing the pay of Captain-Gencral ; in both instances, I

trust that his conduct will meet his Majesty’s gracious

approbation.”
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CHAPTER TV.

Crisis in the Situation of the British Army in Spain—The General de-

clares his Resolution to retire from the Country.—Continued Suffering

of the British Army, and Neglect of the Spaniards to codperate or

afford them Subsistence—Alarm of the Junta.—Marquess Wellesley

makes another vigorous Effort to arouse the Government of Spain to

Selfexcrtion —Suggests an intermediate lan to Sir Arthur Wel

lesley.—Note to Mr. Canning, commitmienting the Resolution of the

General to retire into Portugal-—The Alicrnative to expose the British

Army to Destruction, or abandon the Spaniards to their Fate,

Martens had now arrived at a crisis ; and in a letter

to the Ambassador, dated, Jaraiccjo, 18th of August,

the British Gencral communicated: his resolution in the

following terms :---

“Under these circumstances | can remain in Spain

no longer ; and I request you to give notice to the Gov-

ernment that I am about to withdraw into Portugal.

I have no doubt that the Government have given

orders that we should be provided as we ought to be ;

but orders, I have to observe, are not suflicient. In

order to carry on the contest with France to any good

purpose, the labour and services of every man and of

every beast in the country, should be employed in the

support of the armies ; and these should be so classed

and arranged,as not only to secure obedience tothe orders

of the Government, but regularity and efticiency in the

performance of the services required from them. Mag-
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azines might then with case be formed ana transported

wherever circumstances might require that armies

should be stationed. But as we are now situated, fifty

thousand men are collected upon a spot which cannot

afford subsistence for ten thousand men, and there are

no means of sending to a distance to make good the

deficiency. The Junta have issued their orders to

supply the deficiencies of means of transport as well as

of provision ; but for want of arrangement, there arc

no persons to obey these orders, and this army would

perish here, if I wouk in, before the supplies

would arrive.

“Thope your EX

believe that I hay

become absolutely nee

is not a general offi 5

vinced of the necessi

BLY ho is not con-
sate departure.”

th pain and alarm

at the prospect of ¢ it of the British army

to Portugal. In a ls he Marquess Wellesley,

Don Martin de Garay ontr eats his Excellency to inter-
pose and prevent the ruin of the Spanish cause ;—

The Supreme Ju

“Your Excellency is not ignorant of the enthusiasm

and joy which pervaded the whole Spanish nation

when it beheld the British army approach to co-

Gperate in its defence, and to deliver it from the tyrant

who attempts to despoil it of its independence ; and

for the same reason your Excellency will be able to

imagine to yourself with case what would be the deso-

lation of that nation should they behold the retreat of

that same army on which they had fixed all their
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hopes for the attainment of their liberty ; for they

would conceive that other motives must have produced.

the departure of an ally on which they had reposed

their whole confidence.”

Lord Wellesley, therefore, resolved to make one

more vigorous effort to arouse the Spanish Government

to self-exertion :—

THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY TO DON MARTIN DE GARAY.

eville, August 21, 1809.

“Since I ha

Excellency on the 1

fective condition of

port of the British sr

I have continually re

gence of the incroa

meritorious troops,

“ Without attemptin: the exertions of this

Government, I am deeply concerned to inform your

Excellency that they have hitherto proved entircly

fruitless.

“Qn the 18th instant, Sir Arthur Wellesley informs

me that the British army was without bread for that

day ; the cavalry was also without forage: which de-

fect, I am grieved to inform your Excellency, was in a

great degree to be ascribed to the interception by the

Spanish cavalry, of the supplies of forage provided

under Sir Arthur Wellesley’s orders for the British

troops.

“Sir Arthur Wellesley further informs me, that more

r addressing your

‘relative to the -de-

and Means of trans-

ix Arthur Wellesley,

+ afflicting intelli-

those brave and
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than a month has now clapsed since he declared in a

letter to General Cuesta, that if the British army was not

supplied with the means of transport and with pro-

visions, not only it could not codperate in any forward

movement beyond the river Alberché, but that it could

not remain in Spain; and General Cuesta assured Sir

Arthur Wellesley that he despatched a copy of that

letter to the Supreme Central Junta. In the course of

that month if proper measures had been adopted, sup-

plics might certainly have heen forwarded to the
British army from they unt parts of Andalusia ;

but Sir Arthur Wel at he has not re-

ceived a mule or 2 ele of provision of

any description, une von, or arrangement

made by the Govern siz Arthur Wellesley

most solemnly assure nez the 22nd of July,

the horses of the cay © artillery have not

received three reg f barley, and the

infantry have not 3 ‘days’ bread. Under

these circumstances, Vellestey states that

the British army cannot remain in Spain; and he has

requested me to give notice to the Spanish Government

that he is about to withdraw the British army into

Portugal.

“J had the honour of communicating to your Excel-

lency Sir Arthur Wellesley’s letter on this painful

subject last night, immediately after I had reccived it ;

and I am satisfied that your Excellency will do me

the justice to admit, that I have not failed to make

the most unreserved communications to your Excel-

lency, respecting the condition of the army, since the

moment. of my arrival at Seville.
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“ Tt is further my duty to represent to your Excel-

lency, that Sir Arthur Wellesley expresses no doubt

that the Government has given orders that his army

shall be properly provided; but, he observes, that

mere orders are not sufficient.”

“Sir Arthur Wellesley further remarks, that the

Supreme Central Junta has also issued orders to supply

the deficiencies of the means of transport, as well as of

provisions, but from inadequate arrangement, no per-

sons obey these orders; and if the British army had

attempted to remove teeth, position which it lately

occupied, it must hay efore the proposed

supplies could have® i

“ Under all these

lency will perceive

determine to fall back

the necessity of hi

sistible. T have ¢

s, [ trust your Excel-

ur Wellesley did not

Hes in Portugal until

ac absolutely irre-

3, &e,

“ WELLESLEY.”

On the same day his Excellency transmitted the

following letter and its two important enclosures to

the Spanish Government ;—

THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY TO DON MARTIN DE GARAY.

* Seville, August 21, 1809.

“ Sir,

“T have the honour to enclose for your Excel-

lency’s consideration, the suggestions which have

occurred to me for the improvement of the system of

movement and supply of the British army employed in

Spain.
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“The principles on which this plan is founded are

equally applicable to the condition of the Spanish

armies, and the same principles will apply at any time

to any positions which the armies may occupy, either

in the event of their retiring upon a system of defence,

or of their advancing for active operations.

“T take the liberty, at your lixecllency’s repeated

solicitation, of earnestly recommending the immediate

and active adoption of this plan.

“T have added a paper, containing some propositions

for occupying a new de. sition, upon the banks

of the Guadiana.

“Tt is impossib

even to assure your

lesley will adopt, the
paper ; but the acknov

officer for the succ

transcendant exertic

dence of Spain leay thet he will readily

accept any propositict can provide for the

safety of Spain without exposing the British army to
the horrors of famine and disease,

“ Tf therefore it should be agrecable to the Supreme

Central Junta to adopt without dclay the plans en-

closed in this letter, and commence the execution of

these plans with activity and vigour, [ will despatch an

express to Sir Arthur Wellesley to-morrow with these

papers; and I will recommend the whole plan to his

favourable consideration, provided he shall be of

opinion that my suggestions do not endanger the

existence of the British army,—for which important

object it is my duty to provide ; and IT am satisfied

VOL. IH. ¥

ly to enforce, or

; Str Arthur Wel-

3 contained in that

1 of that distinguished

ish cause, and his

of the indepen-



66 LIFE AND CORRESPONDENCE OF

that it never can be the inclination of the Spanish

Government to expose the British army to destruction,

without any prospect of honour or advantage to the

common cause. T have the honour to be, &c.

“ WELLESLEY.”

PLAN TO ENABLE THE BRITISH ARMY TO PROOURE THE MEANS OF

MOVEMENT.

“ To enable the English army to recommence offensive operations, it

is absolutely necessary that it should possess effective and ready means

of movement.

“ The means of subsisting

of transport. If the pow

ations must of necessity ©

a defensive position.

“To an army of 25,000

thousand mules and a hund:

of the hospital stores, miulit

rice, and bacon, But these

as forming part of the trai

plies of grain, biscuit, w

“ Tn the present positic

eld depend on the means

a fail, all offensive oper-

ifficult even to maintain

y, should be attached a

provide for the transport

hve days rations of biscuit,

are not to be considered

red in conducting the sup-

30 Mhagazine to the arnry.

Spunish armies in Estre-

madura, two lines of maguczin med. Phe depéts nearest

the army should be collected a de la Serena, Dom Benito,

Almendralijo, Asauchal, They should be formed of flour, biscuit, rice,

bacon, barley, cats, wine, and brandy.

“ The part of the country in which these places are situated is equal

to supply the magazines, The means of transport also might be col-

lected in thet province, without difficulty, partly in mules, and partly in

carts.

“The second depéts might be formed at Monasterio, Santa Olalla ;

and should be entirely supplied, both in provisions and means of trans-

port, from Seville and its vicinity,

“ The town of Seville is fumous for its biseuit. It might therefore be

convenient to make Monasterio and Sunta Olalla the principal depéts for

biscuit, as well as for wine and brandy.

« But it will be in vain to establish magazines, and procure the means

of conveying supplies to the army, if the convoys of provisions be not

placed under the direction of military officers, who shall be made answer-

able for their regular and punctual delivery.

wil
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« A military officer, to be named by the British General, assisted by

six or eight commissaries, should be at the head of ench line of depéts.

“ Phe mules and carts employed in the transport of provisions, should

be divided into brigades, and each brigade should be cscorted by an offi-

cer, nnd by e sufficient number of men to proteet it from insult.

“ These officers and men should of course be under the command of

the officer at the head of the magazines.

“In the town of Almendralijo, and in the neighbourhood, there are

considerable quantities of wheat and barley. It is absolutely necessary

that this supply should he secured for the use of the army, and conveyed

within the line of the position which it is likely to oeenpy.

“ Trnmediate means should be taken lor purchasing this grain, under a

requisition which showld compel its delivery at proper prices. The mo-

ney should be paid immediately on delivery of the grain.

© Returns should be ealleete sof provision existing in

Estromadura, with a view Y within the same line

whatever may be neeess: ny.

* Tread, rice, aud barle which the army are at pre-

sent in most need.

“ Money must be sent fo

“ Seville, and even Cadi,

this purpose, every sacrifiee o

The horses, niles, and

sidered to belong to the ¥

formed a certain anmber ck

“ This demand, howeve

for attaching to the army bri

“ The whole plan might then be

« At Cadiy, all the artieles both of provision and of transport which

could be: collected from that vicinity, and even froma Africa if necessary,

should be placed under the direction of a proper officer, to be approved

by the British Ambassador,

“Cadiz should furnish the menns of conveying these articles to Se-

neecssary purchases.

cans of transport, aud for

aenee must he required,

tviduals, should be con-

ti they should have per-

£

y-

ve of the supply required

d vinles.

connected in the following manner.

ville.

“ At Seville a smilar arrangement should be made for collecting and

distributing the provision; and Seville should furnish the means of

moving these articles to Santa Olalla and Monasterio, where the maga-

zines nearest 10 Seville will be established. These magazines also must

be furnished with their separate means of transport from this line ta

Asauchal, Alnendralijo, &¢., where a similar establishment is to be

made, with separate means of conveyanec,

“© The line of communication with the army being onee determined,

regular halting places should be fixed for the convoys; and provision

rz
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should be made at cach of these halting-places for the men and beasts

employed in the convoys,

“ Regular daily returns should be made to the British General, and

to the government of Seville, of the state of each magazine and of each

convoy.

“ These returns should contain a list of the nature and quantity of

each article conveyed, and of the time of departure and arrival of cach

convoy, together with the name of the officer commanding the escort,

whe should be rendered responsible for the due delivery of the articles to

be conveyed.

“ A proper system of rewards should be established under the direc-

tion of the British General, for those persons who should distinguish

themselves in the collection of the articles required for the magazines,

and in the safe conveyance of them to their several points of destination.

The rewards should be gi , and should not be deferred to

any remote period of tir io any contingency.

“Tf this plan should fy be made out immediately

of the whole establishme: wig it into effect,

: “ WeLnesiey.”’

PLAN FOR THE BRITISH A

nan

& POSITION UPON THE LEFT

“ Tf the Spanish and {

which they at present ose

bank of the Guadiana, tc

retire from the positions

up 4 position on the left

a Serena, nearly to Badajoz,

“ Tf the British army san advanced post, and sta-

tioned their right at Almendralifo, extending their left towards Badajoz,

perhaps Portugal would be as effectually covered by that position, as by

the occupation of Elvas; at the same time that, by oceupying this posi-

tion, Seville would be protected, and a firm point d’appui would be given

to the left of the Spanish army, which should, in that case, be eantoned

in the towns of Medellin, Data Benito, nnd Villa nueva de la Serena.

“ 'This position of the armies would immediately facilitate their means

of subsistenec, under the plan proposed ; as the country which they

would ocenpy is abundant, and consequently the distances of transport

short,

“ Before the armies can have consumed the existing produce of the

country, it is to be hoped the magazines at Monasterio and Santa Olulla,

according to the plan proposed, will be in a state amply to supply all the

wants of both armies.

* Another advantage to be derived from the positions proposed would

be, that the right of the English, and the left of the Spanish army, would
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be too far separated to allow of any dissensions respecting forage, or sup-

plies of any kmd,

“ But in orler to give full effect to every part of this plan, the General

commanding the Spanish army should be positively ordered to conform,

in every respect, to such instructions as he might receive from Sir Arthur

Wellesley, aud should be directed to occupy such positions, and to pur-

gue sucha pian, either of offence or defence, as Sir Arthur Wellesley

may propose. Wuiiusney.””

In a letter to Mr. Canning, dated on the same day,

the Marquess Wellesley makes the annexed communi-

cation :—

of this occasion to

1 army in Spain,

© from me to that

wly to the selection

Thave not thought

gortance to justify any

3, the command im

ral Eguia, an officer

“The Governmen

urge the continua

and insinuates that

effect would be reqé

of a successor to Gens

this insinuation of su

particular notice, |

Kstremadura has dev

whose local knowl is said to be con-

siderable, but who is : ‘0 be otherwise quite

incapable of holding such a command. The most

proper person for the command in lstremadura would

be the Duque de Albuquerque, who has been distin-

guished by several acts of gallantry and spirit in the

last campaign. Ie is, however, an object of jealousy

to the Junta ; and if he should be appointed to the

command in Estremadura, attempts will certainly be

made to reduce the strength of that division of the

Spanish army.”

CROS TICES

Lord Wellesley could not, however, consent to the

retirement of the army from Spain, without waiting
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to see the effect of his expostulations on the Junta.

His Excellency addressed the following letter to Gene-

ral Wellesley :—

THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY 10 SIR ARTHUR WELLESLEY.

“ Seville, August 22, 1809,

“ Sir,

“ Although M. de Garay and this Government must

have been prepared to expect the carly notification of

your return to Portugal, from _ every communication

which I had made au

especially from yar

regularly put intc

lent emotions of ala

excited by the nea:

foreseen,

“M. de Garay de

the deepest sorroy

should quit Spain 2 . moment, inevitable

and immediate ruin + to this Government ;

to whatever provinces remained under its authority ;

to the cause of Spain itself; and to every interest con-

nected with the alliance so happily established between

Great Britain and the Spanish nation.

“ These expressions were mixed with the most cor-

dial sentiments of personal respect and gratitude for

your great and splendid services in the cause of Spain,

and with the highest admiration of the character and

conduct of the British troops under your command.

“M. de Garay proceeded to express the affliction of

this Government for the sufferings of your gallant

army. He protested that great efforts had been made

ands) the most vio-

benation seemed to be

of an event so long

, with expressions of
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for your supply ; that this Government was ready to

adopt any plan for that object which you or the British

Ambassador would suggest ; that at this moment the

most active exertions were actually in progress for the

purpose of furnishing you with provisions and the

means of transport; that all the resources of these

provinces were called forth for that sole end ; and that

he trusted that the exigencies of this moment were not

so irresistible as not to admit of your remaining within

the Spanish froutier until you had ascertained the

result of the efforts whickethis Government had made

for your supply si of my arrival at

Seville,

“The enclosed ne

observations which ?

earnest solicitations.

ment which occurred

diminishing the urge

ascertained that his

powerful than those oi ment, and of every

description of the people of Spain within this city and

its vicinity. [am also informed that the rumour of

the return of the British army to Portugal had reached

Cadiz some days ago, and had occasioned an equal

degree of alarm in that quarter.

“Tam aware that these painful occurrences have

not been unexpected in your view of the consequences

of your retreat into Portugal, and that the absolute

necessity of the case is the sole cause of a movement

so entirely contrary to your inclination.

“JT am also fully sensible not only of the indelicacy,

but of the inutility of attempting to offer to you any

e substance of the

ply to M. de Garay’s

however, that no argu-

alaced the effect of

aties ; and I have

n no degree more

|
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opinion of mine in a situation where your own judg-

ment must be your best guide, and when no useful

suggestions could arise in my mind, which must not

already have been anticipated by your own experience,

comprehensive knowledge, and ardent zeal for the pub-

lic welfare.

« Viewing, however, so nearly the painful conse-

quences of your immediate retreat into Portugal, I

have deemed it to be my duty to submit to your con-

sideration the possibility of adopting an intermediate

plan, which might comb af the advantages of

your return into Pe: weasioning alarm

in Spain, and withe the foundations of

the alliance between vt Great Britain.

“Under this impres clivered the note to

M. de Garay, and I favourable attention

to that note, and te ti which it contains.

s Government will

aprovement of the

supply and means of tgs your army, and that

in the meanwhile every possible effort will be made to

diminish the pressure of your present distress, until the

principles of the proposed plan can be brought into full

operation, It is to be hoped that in the position pro-

posed for your army, the supplics which you have

provided in Portugal would be within your reach.

“ But it would be vain to urge these considerations

beyond the extent in which they may be approved by

your judgment. It will be sufficient for me to receive

an early intimation of your opinion, and to be enabled

to state it distinctly to this Government ; which looks

to your decision, on the present occasion, as the final

owe
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determination of its fate, and of the existence of the

Spanish nation.

“ That decision I am persuaded will be founded on

the same principles of wisdom, justice, and public

spirit, which have already obtained the respect, esteem,

and contidence of the Spanish nation ; and it will be

my duty to endeavour to satisfy this Government (what-

ever may be the exigency of the crisis) that no change

has taken place in the sentiments or motives of action

which have so cordially engaged their affection and ad-

miration. J have the he

‘“* WELLESLEY.”

In a letter dat

Marquess Wellesley «

final resolution of the

his army fromm Spain :

ust 24th, 1809, the

to Mr. Canning the

iwunander to withdraw

“From Sir Arthu ters you will per-

ceive that, notwithetag promises and pro-

fessions of this Governg ' its officers, the suf-

ferings of the British army had not been alleviated

from the (2th to the 18th instant, that no satisfactory

proposition for the relief of the wants of our troops

had been offered to Sir A. Wellesley by the Spanish

civil or military officers in the vicinity of his army,

and that he entertained no expectation of seasonable

relief from any effort which the Supreme Central Junta

had cngaged to make in consequence of my applica-

tions to that authority.”

His Excellency adds :-~

“Tt is unnecessury to inform you that I have asked
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nothing from Spain, excepting subsistence for the brave

army employed in her defence.”

In a letter dated September 2nd, his Excellency

adds, “From Sir Arthur Wellesley’s letters it was evi-

dent that his immediate retirement to the frontier of

Portugal was indispensable to the recovery and safety

of his troops ; and the dilatory and inefficient manage-

ment of the Government at this place had destroyed

the foundation of the plan which I had suggested for

the purpose of enabling the British army to continue

in Spain at any disigne ye, frontier of Portugal.

I therefore signified feNlesley my entire

concurrence in his d rontinue his march

until he should arvivs ch of his Portuguese

supplies ; and I also s intention of avoid-

ing any promise of fa piion with the Span-

ish army. In my w same date to M. de
Garay, I distinctly ir Arthur Welles-

ley’s intentions and its upon the whole

question.”

A painful alternative now seemed to present itself to

the British Minister—either the exposure of the British

forces to the danger of being annihilated by destitu-

tion,—or the abandonment of the Spaniards to their

fate! The caution and unflinching resolution of Sir

Arthur Wellesley guarded against the first calamity,

——the energy and fortitude of the Marquess Wellesley

prevented the second.
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CHAPTER V.

Desperate Condition of Affuirs in Spain. — Censures of the French, and

Spanish Press, and English Opposition Prints on the British Government

and Sir Arthur Wellesley. — Caution recommended to the Spanish

Generals —Plans of the Marquess Wallesiey. — Eis Kxeelleney’s Dis-

patch to Mr. Canning, rev: he Failure of Codperation in

Spain.—The Apathy of mentt--The Sufferings of

the British Troops, ¢ of the Spanish Com-

manders, the Constituti i Suggestions for its Re-

construction, the Wasi shed te Spain by Eng-

Jand, and the Impossibils e¢isive Step in Favour of

Spain without a total Cha Tiseontent in England at

the Retreat of Wellingtan sf the Moniteur, — Satirical

Lines on Walcheren and T af the Emperor Napoleon

ina Letter to the Empe » Affairs of the Peninsula,

— The Spanish Army us. ‘rench at Ocana. — The

Reeal of the British Art in England.—Difficulties

with America. — Dissens! et. Duel and Newspaper

Controversy between Cant agh.—-The Author of “ Don

Roderick” alone predicts future Success,

To all appearances the cause of Spain now seemed

desperate. Both General Wellesley and the British

Ambassador at Seville, had apparently abandoned the

enterprise of liberating the brave and suffering Span-

iards ; and the whole Spanish nation, the French

journals, and the Opposition in Great Britain, jomed in

taunting the Government with the utter failure of their

plans. Neither the Marquess Wellesley nor his illus-

trious brother had, however, as the sequel will prove,

the most remote intention of relinquishing the glorious
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struggle for Spanish freedom and the deliverance of

Europe: they retrograded merely to acquire fresh

strength and force for bounding forward again with re-

doubled energy. The General, seeing that it was hope-

less for the Spaniards, in their state of discipline and

organization, to essay successfully to cope in the field

with the disciplined legions of Buonaparte, recom-

mended the adoption of a system of guerilla warfare,

that would have distracted the enemy without exposing

the Spanish troops to defeat; while his Excellency

Marquess Wellesley adoption of several

important political ¢ unta, as essentially

necessary before be re-commenced

with any reasonable during success.

In a dispatch, date of September, 1809,

to the Right Honowra! anning, the Marquess

Wellesley takes a ual review of the

position of the aifx this period: “ In

addition,” remarks hit .o the total want of

supplies of every des¢ will have seen that

the condition of the Spanish armies, the failure of con-

cert and codperation in the generals and troops of

Spain, and the mismanagement of the whole system of

the military department of this Government, opposed

insurmountable obstacles to the ultimate success of the

army under Sir Arthur Wellesley. Yen if the system

of supplies could have been corrected, the state of the

Spanish army alone would have formed an irresistible

motive in my mind for withholding from the Spanish

Government any expectation of future codperation,

while the same evils should be left unremedied, and

should menace the recurrence of the same misfortunes
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on every similar occasion, Sir Arthur Wellesley ap-

pears to agree entirely with me in this branch of my

opinion. While the military resources and power of

Spain shall continue in this state of Inefficiency and

disorder, it is my decided opinion that no British army

of whatever strength can safely be employed in joint

operations with the Spanish troops within the territory

of Spain.”

The Marquess Wellesley then directs Mr. Canning’s

attention to a communication which he had made to

M. de Garay :—

“ That until thes

to the entire satisi

and until other ne

for the security of th

can attempt to coa

within the territoric

continues his Hxecll

open to future negoti: tions respecting the

employment of a Britis spain, the command

of the Spanish troops, and the garrison of Cadiz, It

appeared to me to be proper at the same time to renew

the general assurances of his Majesty’s attachment to

the alliance, and of his Majesty’s intention to afford to

Spain every other species of assistance (excepting that

of a British army in Spain) which might be consistent

with the means and interests of the British Govern-

ment, You will observe, that Sir Arthur Wellesley is

of opinion that, in the event of a British army acting in

Spain, especially for the defence of the southern pro-

vinces, it would be absolutely necessary that the chief

fectually remedied

Sritish Government,

nts shall be made

sops, no British army

the Spanish armies

; these expressions,”

intention to leave
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command of the Spanish army should be vested in his

Majesty’s Commander-in-Chief, and that a British gar-

rison should be placed in Cadiz. I entirely concur in

these sentiments ; but under the present circumstances,

I have postponed all discussion with regard to the com-

mand of the Spanish army and the garrison of Cadiz: ~

First—Because I am convinced that in the present

crisis of affairs, any such discussion would occasion great

jealousy in the minds of those best affected to the

British cause, would strengthen the misrepresentations

of the French, and : ns in Spain; would

impair the general ¢ sc Spanish nation in

our sincerity and ‘would induce the

people to believe th ad retreated for the

purpose of enabling « nm these objects. Se-

condly——Because the 2 paander-in-Chief could

not now accept the «¥ he Spanish troops ;

and the immediate a Spanish Com-

mander-in-Chief might

introducing a British of

Because no modification of the command of the Spanish

army in any form, in which it could now be granted,

would secure either the cooperation or the efficiency of

the Spanish army, or remove any of the causes to

which the sufferings of our army can justly be im-

puted. Fourthly—Because the demand ef a British

garrison for Cadiz would certainly be now refused, and

such a refusal might oppose great obstacles to the suc-

cess of any proposition of that nature upon any future

occasion.

“In obedience to the general tenor of his Majesty’s

instructions, upon my arrival at Seville my earliest at-
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tention was directed to the propriety of abstaining

from all unnecessary interference in the internal con-

cerns and interests of Spain: but I had not been many

days at Seville before I learnt that his Majesty's army,

which had gloriously conquered in the cause of Spain,

had been defrauded of every necessary supply; that

his Majesty's brave soldiers, wounded in vindicating

the independence and glory of Spain, had been aban-

doned by the Spanish General to the mercy of the

enemy; that the Spanish Generals, instead of coopera-

tion, had displayed & systemetic spirit of counter-

action, and had dis rieplan and operation

which they were ap ort; and that his

Majesty's General, (& ompelled the enemy

to retreat from a &i f far wmferior num-

bers,) had been hime ed te retreat from the

country which he ke t his troops should

perish by famine eng

The Marquess W 8 his attention to

the internal politics 6 in this condition of

the army, it is not sury many officers, even

in the highest commands, should be notoriously dis-

affected to the cause of Spain and of the allies, and

should not be duly controlled by the Government. In

reviewing the events of the last campaign, it is im-

possible to ¢magine any rational motive for the conduct

of some of the Spanish Generals and officers, unless it

be admitted that their inclinations were favourable to

the enemy, and that they concerted their operations with

the French imstead of the British General.” On the

constitution of the Junta, which then exercised the

powers of Government in Spain, he thus speaks :—
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“Whether this Government, so ill-formed, be defi-

cient in sincerity to the cause of Spain and of the

allies, is certainly questionable. Whatever jealousy

exists against the British Government or the allies,

is principally to be found in this body, its officers or

adherents ; in the people, no such unworthy sentiment

can be traced; but omitting all question respecting

the disposition of the Junta, it is evident that it does

not possess any spirit of energy or activity, any degree

of authority or strength; that it is unsupported by

popular attachment i; while its strange

and anomalous co the contradictory

inconveniences of m of government,

without possessing ¢ of any. It is not

an instrument of su er fo accomplish the

purposes for whick it ; hor can it ever ac-

quire sufficient force | 9 © bring into action

the resources of the ;

Bis with that degre

a powerful foreign i invader, This is the true cause,
at least, of the continuance of that state of weakness,

confusion, and disorder, of which the British army has

recently expcericnced the consequences, in the internal

administration of Spain, and especially of her military

affairs.”

The substance of his recommendations to the Span-

ish Government, the Marquess Wellesley sums up in

the following paragraph of his last dispatch to Mr.

Canning :—

“First. That the Supreme Central Junta should im-
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mediately nominate (without limiting the nomination

to the members of its own body) a Council of Regency,

to consist of not more than five persons for the ex-

ercise of the executive power, until the Cortes should

be assembled. Secondly. That the Cortes should be

assembled with the least possible delay. Thirdly.

That the Supreme Central Junta, or such members of

it, as shall not be of the Council of Regency, shall con-

stitute a deliberative Council for the purpose of super-

intending the election of the Cortes ; and of preparing

for that body, with thecassent of the Council of Re-

gency, such busines be deemed proper to

submit to its carly Yourthly. That the

same act of the du the Regency shall be

appointed and the € nail contain the prin-

cipal articles of reidr evances, correction of

abuses, and relief of ¢ Spain and the Indies,

and also the head ons to the Colonics

as shall fully secur share in the repre-

sentative body of the. npire, Fifthly. That

the first act of the Regency should be to issue the

necessary orders for correcting the whole system of the

military department in Spain.”

The following are the concluding paragraphs of Lord

Wellesley’s dispatch :—-

“These observations are made with great reluctance

and pain, under a most scrious conviction of their

truth, and of the severe duty which requires me to ex-

press my scntiiments without reserve. ‘The duration of

the present system of government in Spain cannot fail

to prove highly dangerous to the genuine principles of

her hereditary monarchy, by gradually establishing

VOL. 1. a
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habits, interests, and views, inconsistent with the law-

ful form and order of the government: the same sys-

tem would also endanger all the hopes and expectations

of Spain. The hopes and expectations of the body of

the Spanish nation are directed with anxious solicitude

to some alteration, which, with more attention to the

welfare and feclings of the people, may combine a more

just representation of the Crown, a more uniform and

concentrated authority, a more effectual and vigorous

system of military administration, and a more cordial

cooperation with the alls

“Many instances

and waste of the

which the liberality

nation has so large!

Spain.

“The most destr

been occasioned by.

ment, and by the w ein the army. Tn

the various instances ecurred of confusion,

panic, and flight among the Spanish troops when in

face of the enemy, it has becn the usual practice of

the soldiers to throw away the arms and clothing

with which they had been provided by the generosity

of Great Britain. ‘These of course have generally fallen

into the hands of the enemy. Jn the battle of Tala-

vera, Sir Arthur Wellesley witnessed the flight of

whole corps of Spanish troops, who, after having

thrown away the British arms and clothing, plun-

dered the baggage of the British troops at that moment

bravely engaged with the enemy. These calamities

and disgraces all flow from one common source,—the

uced of the abuse

ia descriptions with

ish Government and

the Government of

of these supplies has

he military depart-
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state of the Government of Spain; and all tend to one

common end, the benefit of the eause of Franee.

“Although deeply impressed with these sentiments,

T shall not fail to omploy every effort within my

power to maintain the temper of the alliance, and to

cultivate a good intelligence with the Ministers of

Spain, as far as may be compatible with the interests

and honour of his Majesty, and with the safety of his

Majesty's troops.

“No demand of any description has been urged by

me since my arrival in Spei My applications to the

Governinent have be than plain repre-

sentations of the ed fountry, and of the

impossibility of por ish army to act in

Spain, while that con remain unaltered.

“Tam not without h in the Supreme Central

Junta shall be conving va determination of

the British Gevernn 1 all codperation of

the British troops int atisfactory remedies

shall have been appl vis of which I have

complained,) that motiv Tfainterest may concur

with the just principles of an enlarged policy, to pro-

duce a favouralhle change in the councils of the Spanish

Government,

“Tn the most unfavourable event which can be ap-

prehended, T entertain no doubt that the temper and

disposition of the Spanish nation, and the character of

the people, will prolong the difficulties which France

has experienced in her attempt to subjugate this coun-

try. The greatest obstacle to the deliverance of Spain

is certainly the state of her own Government; but

even if the mismanagement of those now cntrusted

G2
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with the conduct of her affairs should favour the suc-

cess of the French arms in Spain, much time must

elapse before a French Government could be established

in this country, and many opportunities must open for

the improvement of the British interests with relation

to Spain and to her colonies.”

The news of Lord Wellington’s* retreat into Portu-

gal was received with general disapprobation in Eng-

land. It followed hard upon the intelligence of the

unhappy Walcheren expedition ; and the British people

already began to fear { renown of Cressy and

Agincourt was aboy i and obliterated by

the disasters of mox cerals! The recall

of the army from th loudly demanded ;

and both in this mn France and Spain,

Lord Wellington was ¢ th wameasured censure.

The Moniteur, the is journal, remarked,

“The British peop! tude to Lord Wel-

lington for having < t of their troops, for

having compromised thy their arms, for having

fied sixty leagues, pursued sword in hand,—in fine, for

having abandoned his allies, his hospitals, his baggage,

and his artillery.” The Moniteur jecringly asked, why,

if Sir Arthur Wellesley had been created Viscount

* The following notice annouticed Sir Arthur Wellesley’s elevation to

the peerage ;—

“ Whitehall, August 26th, 1809.

“The King has been pleased to grant the dignities of Baron and

Viscount of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ircland unto the

Right [onourable Sir Arthur Wellesley, Knight of the Most Honour-

able Order of the Bath, and Licutenant-General of his Majesty's forces,

and to the heirs male of his body lawfully begotten, by the name, styles,

and titles of Baron Douro of Wellesley, in the county of Somerset, and

Viseount Wellington of Talavera, aud of Wellington, in the said county.”
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Wellington of Talavera, Lord Chatham was not raised

to the dignity of Duke of Walcheren? The following

satirical skit appeared in the London Journals of the

day :—-~

© WALCHEREN,

Dialogue between Lord Chatham and a friend.

F, When sent fresh wreaths on Flushing’s shores to reap,

What didst thou do, dlustrions Chatharn ?"—-C. Sleep /

fF. To men fatigued with war, repose is sweet,

But when awake didst thon do nothing 7—C. Hat f

Tatavera,

What chief with Wellington ean vie,

fur to the Emperor

of Russia, Napoleon tk the efforts of the

British in the Peninss ct of affairs in the

autumn of 1809 :—

“T send your Maj h journals last re-

ceived. You will sac elish Ministers were

fighting with cach othor rois a revolution in

the Ministry, and that all is in perfect anarchy. The

folly and absurdity of that Cabinet are beyond descrip-

tion. They have recently occasioned the destruction

of from twenty-five thousand to thirty thousand men,

in the most horrible country in the world ; it would

have been just as well to have thrown them into the

sea, so pestilential are the marshes of Walcheren! In

Spain they have lost a very considerable number of men,

General Wellesley has had the extreme imprudence to

commit himself in the heart of Spain with thirty

thousand men, having on his flanks three armies, con-

sisting of uinety-one battalions, and from forty to fifty
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squadrons, whilst he had in his front the army com-

manded by the King, which was of equal force. It is

diffeult to conceive such an act of presumption. It

remains at present to be ascertained who are to suc-

ceed the late Ministry.” Napoleon adds, “ The United

States are on the worst terms with England, and seem

disposed sincerely and seriously to approximate to

our system.”

To heighten, if possible, the gloom which lowered

over the Peninsula, news of the fatal battle of Ocana,

in which the Spuiish é vas completely routed,

reached this county According to the

report of the Frene yaniards lost upon

that occasion four ¢ killed, including two

hundred officers ; tw ik prisoners; beside

forty thousand musk: by the victors, with

twenty standards, an of cannon. The

Times, in comment: from Spain before

the mtelligence of § Geana, remarks, “ For

this reason we are ps dgestenaayed by the retroat

of our army upon Portugal. Its longer continuance
in its present position is futile in the extreme ; if it is

not placed in a situation to move forward before the

arrival of fresh forces from Krance, 1 were better that

it should be altogether withdrawn.”

While every ship that urrived from the seat of war

brought presages of disaster, and every arrival from

the United States of America forewarned our states-

men that a tempest was gathering fast in that quar-

ter of the world, the British Cabinet was rent with

dissensions, which paralysed the energies of Go-

vernment and exposed the country to all the evils

pened
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arising from distracted counsels. These animositics at

length Jed to an open quarrel between various mem-

bers of the Ministry, which ended in a duel between

Lord Castlereagh and Mr. Canning, and a protracted

newspaper war, marked by a great deal of rancorous

feeling. The poct alone ventured to predict future

prosperity and success. In his prophetic vision* thus

he sung :—

“ Or may I give adventurous Faney scope,

And streteh a bold band to the awful veil

That hides futurit

Bidding beys

And painting F

Of Spain’s ins

While kindling a:

And Fame, wit

To freedom and rev

Q vain, thongh ay

Since Fate has wy

Vet Fate resigns ¢

The deeds reve

Then, through the”

King, Prelate, all

Melted away like mist-wreath:

Yot grant for faith, for valour, and for Spain,

One note of pride and fire, a Patriot’s parting strain 1”

ings unfurl’d,

injured world !

nice I east,

ee owl !—

past,

WON,

he gone,

tagmeaa! my brain,

ithe sun,

SPuER.

* «<The Vision of Don Roderick,” by Walter Scott, Esq., appeared

in the year 1809.
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CHAPTER VI.

Duel between Lord Castlereagh and Mr. Canning. —Dissolution of the

Ministry.—State of the Country —Note upon the Character of Lord

Castlercagh.—The Causes of the Quarrel—Mz, Canning desired the

Appointment of the Marquess Wellesley Negotiations of Mr. Per-

eeval with Lords Grenville and Grey~—They decline joining the Ad-

moinistration,—A ppointr Falmerston as Scerctary of

War.—Remarks on Ts of Political Duels —The

Practice condemned a —The fopes of the King

and his Advisers turn: ellesley—His Lordship’s

return frem Spain.—Ace reign Sceretary,—Public

Feeling respeeting his Ayy Henry Wellesley appointed

Ambassador in Spain.—Ti Veliceley now in a Position to

Coéperate with Lord W Ne »w Ministry,—Death of the
Duke of Portland.

Tur duel betwe and Lord Castle-

reagh, followed as i “complete break up

of the Cabinet, canst % commotion at this

time, and, as we have seen, afforded the enemy an
opportunity of saying that the English Government

were fighting with each other! For some time a

coolness had existed between Mr. Canning and Lord
Castlereagh ; and during the Easter recess of 1809

Mr. Canning had signified his wish of resigning his

situation as Foreign Secretary, unless Lord Castlereagh

should relinquish the war department, and a proper

successor he appointed.* Mr. Canning at the same

* Mr. Alison has exaggerated Lord Castlercugli into 2 hero, —¢ But

if the great and ennobling characteristics of statesmen are considered,

none in English history will ovenpy a lofticr pedestal or be deemed
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time suggested the appointment of the Marquess Wel-

lesley ; and the Duke of Portland and the members

of the Cabinet present when the subject was discussed

agreed in the propriety of Lord Castlercagh’s retire-

ment from office. Myr. Canning wished the immediate

disclosure of these sentiments to be made to Lord

Castlereagh, which certainly would have been the fair

and manly course; but his colleagues, from professed

regard to Lord Castlercagh’s feclings, proposed to delay

the disclosure until the adjournment of Parhament.

To this proposal Mr soluciantly consented ;

and in the mean - gentlemen met on

apparent terms of 3 n the Cabinet ; and

Lord Castlereagh, s ‘, was employed in

the arrangement of oF viost Important expedi-

tions that ever sailed rilish shores, remaining

all the while entirely: sthe objections which

had been made agai ince in the Cabinet.

worthy of more unqualific:

opposite extreme, has depic

creant, a reptile— ,

“© A wretch never named but with curses and jeers.”

ort Byron, rushing into the

‘agh as a Scjanns, a mis-

ford Casilercagh was, though not sn attractive speaker, a man of

business habits, coolness, and self-possessiou, and descrves eredit for his

energy and unflinching vigour in dealing with Buonaparte, He appears

to have been amiable in private life ; but there are many blots on his public

character. He was n professor of liberal principles in the early part of

his earcer, and subsequently was thelr unrelenting enemy. Tho stemn-

ness which he evinced daring the Lrish rebellion and the barbarens re-

talintory atrocities which he pertitted,—the duplicity of his condues to-

wards the misguided insurgents, who were entrapped, betrayed, and sa-

erifieed,—his unscrupulous employment of corrupt agencies in accomplish-

ing the Union,—the taint upon his charaeter in consequence of the traffic

of Government affees, and his subservience to the Duke of York and

the Prince Regent in the transactions by which those Princes were com-

promused, cannot be veiled by an extravagant eulogy.
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When the adjournment of Parliament took place, Mr.

Canning is said to have urged the Duke of Portland

to enforce the recommendation which he had before

submitted to the Cabinet, and requested him to com-

municate the sentiments of himself and his colleagues

to Lord Castlereagh ; otherwise, he expressed his de-

termination of immediately resigning. The Duke of

Portland again recurred to the topic of delicacy,

though he agreed it was right Lord Castlereagh should

retire. After some further delay, Earl Camden was

selected for the purpose wg the above com-

munication to Lord % was again, how-

ever, deferred, in ¢ a8 said, of the hurry

occasioned by the p ks expedition to the

Scheldt, and no com y on a subject so in-

teresting to Lord Cast 18 nade to that gentle-

man until Mr. Cannins by the delay, actually

gave in his resigns, s of Portland then

saw the necessity « Ford Castlereagh the

sentiments of Mr. pseling his Lordship,

with the concurring opinion of the Cabinet.

On receiving his Grace's communication, Lord Castle-

reagh sent in his resignation, and wrote to Mr, Canning

a letter, dated, St. James’s Square, 19th September.

In this letter, his Lordship, indignantly refers to Mr.

Canning’s secret. proposal, that he (Lord Castlereagh)

should be removed from the war department, with the

alternative of Mr. Canning seceding from the Govern-

ment, if such removal could not be effected ; and while

he allows that Mr. Canning had aright, upon public

grounds, to make such a proposal, he considers its sys-

tematic concealment from him as a breach of good
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faith, and reproaches him with sitting in the Cabinet,

during the preparation of a most important expedition,

on terms of apparent friendship and cordiality with a

colleague whom he was labouring to supersede. He

adds that he cannot consider Mr. Canning excusable

for practising such deception, in consequence of the

Duke of Portland’s or any other person’s scruples re-

specting the delicacy of the disclosure, as he must have

well known that he (Lord C.), had he been aware of

what was going forward, could not have submitted to

remain one moment i Hc states that in

such circumstances, 4 2% man of honour,

ought to have given ssipnation, and con-

cludes thus: “ Undex astances, I must re-

quire that satesfaction to which I feel myself

entitled to lay claint us letter Mr. Canning

replied as follows :

September 20, 1809.

“My Lorn,

“The tone and the furpsrt of your Lordship’s

letter, which I have this moment received, of course

preclude any other answer on my part to the mis-

apprehensions and misrepresentations with which it

abounds, than that T will cheerfully give to your Lord-

ship the satisfaction you require.”

The Earl of Yarmouth (Lord Castlereagh’s cousin)

was the bearer of his Lordship’s letter to Mr. Canning.

On Thursday morning, September 21st, at seven o’clock,

the parties met on Putney cath. Lord Castlereagh

was attended by Lord Yarmouth and Mr. Home, sur-

geon; Mr. Canning by Mr. Charles Ellis. At the
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second fire, Mr. Canning received the ball of his an-

tagonist through the outside of the thigh bone. The

wound was immediately dressed by Mr. Home, who

accompanied Mr. Canning in his carriage to Gloucester

Lodge. ‘The wound was not dangerous, and he speedi-

ly recovered. ord Castlereagh had a narrow escape,

a button on the right lapel of his coat having been

shot off. His Lordship, on learning the nature of Mr.

Canning’s wound, returned to town with Lord Yarmouth.

It appears that the resignations of Lord Castle-

reagh and Mr. Can: yer with that of the

Duke of Portland race’s infirm state

of health for a lox: now rendered abso-

lutcly necessary,) he rest of his Ma-

jesty’s Ministers to 4 ing some overtures to

Lord Grenville and § This measure having

received his Majes , & correspondence

took place on this ect. It was opened

by a letter from Mr. each of these noble-

men, dated, Windsor, Sephensher,

stated that in consequence of. ‘the intended retirement
of the Duke of Portland, and the resignations of Lord

Castlereagh and Mr. Canning, he (Mr. Perceval) and Lord

Liverpool were authorised to concert measures with

Lords Grey and Grenville, for forming an extended and

combined administration. He therefore requested these

noblemen to come to town immediately, in order that

this object might be accomplished. Lord Grey replied

to the letter addressed to him, in a letter dated Howick,

September the 26th, expressing, in respectful terms, his

zeal for his Majesty’s service, and his readiness to go to

town ata moment’s notice, had his Majesty’s commands
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been personal to himself ; but at the same time de-

clining to do so on the present occasion, as it was im-

possible for him, consistently with his regard to public

duty, to enter into any terms with the existing Admi-

nistration, Lord Grenville repaired to town in com-

pliance with his Majesty’s request, and on his arrival,

wrote to My. Perceval an answer to his communication,

similar in substance to that of Lord Grey, and declin-

ing, like him, to enter into a treaty with the existing

Administration. He declared, however, that in doing

so, he was actuated Ly ne Me of personal animosity,

and that it was 3 7 than his desire

to endeavour to alla

objections applied t

itself, and not to the }

such an accommodation

public duty. Mr. Ve

replied to Lord Grex

the failure of the ¢

minded his Lordshus ing the proposal, he

had not stated that he wished for the accession of him

and Lurd Grey, but for their concurrence in forming a

combined und extended administration. Ilere the ne-

gotiations ended : a temporary arrangement was made,

by which Earl Bathurst was intrusted with Foreign

Affairs, and Viscount Palmerston,* with the business

of the War Office.

otter dated the 29th,
ressed his regret at

emplation, and re-

* The founder of the family of the Temples is suid to have been Leofric,

the Saxou Marl of Mercia, husband to the Lady Godiva of Coventry.

They justly boast of the celebrated Sir William Temple, who adorned by

his philosophic writings the reign of Charles the Second, Visconnt

Palmerston was born on the 20th of Oetober, 1784, aud suceceded to the

title in 1802. He commenced his education at Harrow, and, tike Lord
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Political duels are now fortunately of rare occur-

rence, Indeed, duelling is no longer fashionable,—it

may almost be said, 1t is not cven respectable. It can-

not be necessary to employ one word of argument to

prove that the practice is as repugnant to common

sense as it is contrary to the injunctions of religion

and to the laws of the land. It is a relic of a barbarous

age, and ought to be frowned upon by a civilized peo-

ple. Mr. Canning and Lord Castlereagh were not,

however, singular in their day. They had the ex-

ample of several distin nen before them: Mr.

Wilkes fought suce d Talbot and Mr.

Martin ; Colonel . ord Shelburne ; Mr.

Wiliam Adam wit! Buke of York with

Colonel Lennox, aft c of Richmond ; Mr.

§

John Russell, liad the ¢

University of Mdinhury,

Viscount Palmerston er

and ou the death of Mr, Viti:
represent the University in Bi then in his twenty-second

year, He was opposed upon that occasion by Lord Henry Petty (the

present Marquess Lansdowne), and Lord Althorp (the late Tarl

Spencer); the state of the poll at the close being as follows,— Lord

Henry Petty, 331; Lord Althorp, 145; Lord Palmerston, 128. Tn

1807, Lord Palmerston was returued for the borongh of Newport, in the

Isle of Wight, and accepted the offiee of a Lord of the Admiralty in the

administration formed by the Duke of Portland, on the dismissal of the

Grenville ministry. At the general election in the same year he again

offered himself for the University of Cambridge, and was defeated by the

Attorney-General, Sir Vicary Gibbs, by only two votes; the numbers

being, Earl of Euston, 324; Sir Vicary Gibbs, 312; Lord Palmerston,

310; Lord Henry Petty, 265. Lord Palmerston was appointed Secre-

tary of War, 1809, and it is no small testimony to the talents with

which he fulfilled the arduous duties of that impertant office, that he

eontinned to hold it till 1828, under the several administrations of

Pereeval, Liverpool, Canning, and Goderich.

sning his studies at the

weld Stewart, Tn 1803,

n’s College, Cambridge ;

iaminated as a candidate to
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Pitt with Mr. Tierncy But although sanctioned by

such names, and the names of others now on the public

stage, the ducl is an irrational and unchristian institu-

tion.

The hopes of the King and those who acted pro-

visionally as his advisers were now directed to the

Marquess Wellesley, and messengers were dispatched

to Seville to ascertain his Lordship’s inclinations. A

delay of several weeks occurred, and during the inter-

val much uneasiness was felt by the country,—left

in that critical juncta st..without a Ministry.

The journals of the pied with various

speculations ; but iby unanimous in

favour of the appoint ex-Governor-General

of India to an infige iu the Cabinet ; such

was the prestive of hi tthe public were im-

pressed with the « aspect of affairs

would be materi: us accession to

office, His Lordshi; anxiously awaited,

and his arrival was warmlyierented. The Times of the

25th of November, 180%, thus remarks on the current

rumour that he had joined the Adininistration :—-

“Lord Wellesley’s acceptance of office is regarded

by the supporters of the Ministry as an event equally

favourable to the future interests of the country and

the permanency of the new arrangements. By his

accession the keystone of the arch is supplied, which

the current cf public opinion, however violent or ad-

verse its direction, can, it is supposed, neither injure

nor undermine.” <A fow days subsequently the fol-

lowing announcement appeared in the London Gla-

zetle :—
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“ At a Court at the Queen's Palace, the 6th Dec., 1809.

Present,

“The King’s Most Excellent Majesty in Council.

“His Majesty having been pleased to appoint the

Most Noble Richard, Marquess Wellesley, K.P., to be

one of His Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State, he

was this day sworn one of His Majesty’s Principal

Secretaries of State accordingly.”

It was followed i

ment :~—

y another announce-

fee, December, 1809,

“The King has

ourable Henry Welle:

Extraordinary, and

Catholic Majesty Fer

pleased to direct hi:

Seat or Supreme Junk

The Marquess Wellastts now invested with

the direction and control of Foreign Affairs, and hav-
ing placed at Seville one who was thoroughly acquainted

with his Lordship’s views respecting Spain, he was

in a position to support energetically his gallant

brother in the Peninsula,—sustaining with undaunt-

ed courage, under great privations, misrepresenta~

tions and obloquy, a contest against tremendous odds,

unparalleled since the days of Fabius Maximus. The

following composed the reconstructed Cabinet :—

Karl Camden, President of the Council.

Lord Eldon, Lord High Chancellor.

. CTL
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Earl of Westmoreland, Lord Privy Seal.

Lord Mulgrave, First Lord of the Admoralty.

Karl Chatham, * dfaster-General of the Ordnance.

iIon. R. Ryder, Seeretury of State for the Home

Department.

Marquess Wellesley, Secretary of State for Foreign

Afairs.

Karl of Liverpool,+ Seeretary of State for War and

Colonies.

Hon. Mr. Perceval, First Lord of the Treasury, and

d Lveusurer of the Huchequer.

Earl Bathurst, #

Mr. Rose, Treasv:

Viscount Palmers

Lord ©, HH. Somers

ai War.

» Long, Paymasters-

General.

Earl of Sandwich, aster, Postmasters-

General.

Mr. R. Wharton, ¥

taries of the Treasury.

Sir William Grant, Muster of the Rolls.

Sir Vicary Gibbs, Attorney-General,

Sir Thomas Plumer, Solzestor-General.

On the 30th of October, 1809, his Grace Wilham

Henry Cavendish Bentinck, Duke of Portland, died at

Burlington House, Piccadilly, aged 71 years, after

underguing a painful surgical operation.

¥ On the nd of Marek, 1810 the {Touse of Commons passed a vote of

censure on the Barl of Chatham, and his Lordship resigned.

+ Previously known as Lord Hawkesbury.

Von. Ti. H
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Mr. Canning did not accept a place in the Perceval

administration, and remained out of office till after the

peace.

Fouche, the French Minister of Police, gives the

following account in his Memoirs of an abortive nego-

tiation for peace, opened with the Marquess Wellesley

soon after Buonaparte’s marriage with Maria Louisa of

Austria :—

“T had sometimes the weakness to imagine that

this once firmly esta ease (the system of

surveillance), Nap & system of govern-

ment more paternal ne time more con-

formable to our im:

the marriage with a

but I felt more and ¢

eral peace was i

contribute to this

impulse to the disso erile connection, and

to the alliance with Aw Af I succeeded in this

object I might, from the importance of such a service,
triumph over the prejudices of the Emperor and recon-

quer his confidence. But England was first to be

sounded ; I had the less hesitation from the change

which had taken place in the composition of the Eng-

lish Ministry having given me some just grounds of

hope. The ill-success of the greater part of its ope-

rations in this last.campaign had excited the displea-

sure of the English nation and produced serious dis-

sensions among the Ministers. ‘Two among them,

Lord Castlereagh and Mr. Canning, had even gone so

far as to fight a duel after having sent in their resigna-

s gave me hopes;

ihe sanction of a gen-

ould I not myself

codperated by my
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tions. The Cabinet had hastened to recall from the

Spanish embassy the Marquess Wellesley to succeed

Mr, Canning in the place of Secretary of State for

Foreign Affairs, and to place at the head of the war

department Earl Liverpool, formerly Lord Lawkes-

bury. Beside the cause of Spanish independence being

almost desperate in consequence of the victory of

Ocana and the occupation of Andalusia, I imagined

that I should find the Marquess Wellesley more open

to reasonable overtures; I therefore determined to

reconnoitre the ground, gyebh:

which I had frequent!

“In this mission

reasons: first, becaus

could scarcely be beg the mask of com-

mercial operations : ax seause It was impos-

sible to employ in s affair a man more

broken into busines sinuating or per-

suasive character. Guverard could not,

without inconveniences ey irect. relations with

Marquess Wellesley, I associated with him Mr. Fagan,

an old Irish officer, who, being intrusted with the first

dispatches, was to open to him, so to speak, the way to

the British Minister.

“T determined that Mr. Ouverard should not set off

till after the celebration of the marriage.

“Towards the end of April the Emperor sct off with

the Empress, to visit Middlebourg and Flessingen : he

also went to Breda. IJlis Journey was fatal to me,

The Emperor, struck with my reflections upon the

necessity of a general peace, had endeavoured, without

my knowledge, to open secret negotiations with the

n 2

ng agents abroad.

Ouverard, for two
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new English Minister, through the medium of a com-

mercial house at Amsterdam. From this resulted a

double negotiation and double propositions, which sur-

prised Marquess Wellesley extremely. Both the Em-

peror’s agents and mine, being equally suspected, met

with similar refusal. The Emperor, surprised at so

sudden and unexpected a conclusion, in order to dis-

cover the cause employed his forcign agents and

counter-police. At first he had only vague informa-

tion ; but he was soon enabled to judge that his nego-

tiations had been cre agents, whose mis-

His suspicions at

rat upon his return,

, he discovered that

eg, drawn up without

ss Wellesley ; and, as

nnected with me, it

mi Instructions. On

the 2nd of June, tex , the Emperor asked

me what M. Ouverardeh oue to England for ?

“To ascertain for me the sentiments of the new Minis-
try relative to peace, in conformity to the idea I had

the honour to submit to your Majesty before your

marriage.” “So,” replied the Emperor, “you make

war and peace without my being a party.” He left

us, and gave orders to Savary to arrest M. Ouverard,

and to conduct him to Vincennes; at the same time I

was forbidden to have any communication with the

prisoner. The next day the portfolio of the police

was given to Savary, It was this time a “real dis-

grace.”

having received frog

M. Ouverard had »

his knowledge, to

M. Ouverard was ky

was inferred that
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CHAPTER VIL

Posture of the Disputes with the United States of Ameries when Mar-

quess Wellesley became Forcign Secretary Origin of the Contro-

versies which ended in the War between Eugland and America in

1812.—Thionaparte’s Milan Decrees against British Comnerce, and

Revival of the Resolutions of

How Neutral States are «

Search.—} mpressment <

Negotintions,——-Collisiv
riean Courts of Justice. —

—Buonaparte’s Violatia:

erces.— United States bomut

declines to do so, —This

Orders in Couneil,—Prese:

the infringement of her N

Retaliation a cusus bell:

America respecting the

Lord Tawkesbury’s Repr

of Admiralty — The Ameries dev all the Ships of Eng-

Jand and Franee instantly to quit their Harbours, and lay an Embargo

upon all their own Vessels, preventing them from trading with Eng-

land or France.—Violent Proceeding of Buonaparte.--The Emperor

confiseates all Ameriean Property in Franee.—Coneiliatory Speech of

his Britannic Majesty, Marquess Wellesley being then Foreign Min-

ister.-—Correspondenec between Win. Pinkney, Esq., the American

Envoy, and the Marquess Wellesley, his Majesty’s Scerctary of State

for Foreign Affairs.

itouary Directory of France. —

Lhe Right of Visitation and

d American Vessels —

srotected by the Ame-

aging on Neutral Ships.

ions by the Milan De-

+ to rescind them.—She

pon

uby

vicans had not resented

ce, she could not make

~Great Excitement in

onies of the Enemy,—

ersé Decisions of the Court

Wuen the Marquess Wellesley assumed the direction

of Foreign Affairs, he found this country involved in

an angry controversy with the United States of America,

which threatened to embroil this kingdom in a war with

the western republic. ‘his controversy originated in
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the Berlin and Milan Decrees,—promulgated by Buona-

parte with the view to crush the commerce of England,

by declaring the coasts of the British Isles and of all

British dependencies to be in a state of blockade,—

and in the orders in council, published by the British

Government as measures of defensive retaliation. ‘The

position of the ships of neutral states during the pre-

valence of hostilitics between two great powers, is

necessarily exceedingly unfavourable, and at all times

it has a tendency to promote irritation and jealousy

between the neutral s1

So long, howev

conformity with i}

tions, the inconvex

jected form no ju:

of a neutral; which,

at liberty to take 2

invariably acknowl

states act strictly in

tablished Jaw of na-

ch neutrals are sub-

complaint on the part

vived in war, would be

ne same rights of war,

w of nations,—which

is of universal app cat deal of dissatis-

faction was, as might vected, felt in Ame-

rica, at the assertion of the right of visitation and search

by British cruizers, and by the confiscation of all vessels

engaged in carrying articles contraband of war. Yet,

although this proceeding was made the subject of much

declamation and popular clamour in the Republic, no

right is more clearly recognised by the law of nations.

It has been claimed and exercised by the United States

herself; the decisions of the American Courts are as

distinct upon it as the decisions of the English Ad-

miralty. Kent lays it down as forcibly as Chitty.

But the British Government did not confine their

search in neutral ships to articles contraband of war ;
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they insisted upon their right to search for deserters

from the British service, and to impress English sea-

men navigating American vessels.* ‘This was, to say the

least. of it, stretching the law of nations to its very

limit. The power of impressing seafaring-men for the

sea service by the commission of the Crown, has always

been submitted to with great reluctance in Nngland : the

right itself for sume time was a matter of dispute. The

statute 2 Richard I. ¢. 4. it is true, speaks of mariners

being arrested and retained for the King’s service as of

a thing well known and practised without dispute, and

provides a remedy agigitis inning away ; and the

legality of impressré established. Still,

it is a custom repr : feelings ; and it is

not difficult to see thx eotent of the right of

impressment on the ck rican ships, was liable

toa great many clic st, Because from the

similarity of names zuage and customs,

American citizens uit been mistaken for

British subjects, and ureibly compelled to

serve in the English navy. Secondly, Because an Ame-

rican ship was lable to great danger from being de-

prived of its navigators, or a considerable portion of

them, on the high seas. On the other hand, the King of

England had, according to the law of nature and na-

tions, as well as by our own municipal Jaws, a claim upon

the allegiance and assistance of the natural-born sub-

jects of this realm. he case was clearly one for ne-

gotiation ; and could only have been satisfactorily ar-

ranged by a convention between Mngland and America.

Q

* Merchant-ships are here intended. The right of search does not

extend to armed er commissioned vessels.
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Of the abstract right of England, however, according to

the strict rules of public law, to seize deserters, or sub-

jects who had withdrawn from their lawful allegiance,

even on board American ships, in case of the refusal of

that power to devise measures to prevent their being

harboured in their ficets, there seems to have been

no doubt. Several hostile collisions having taken place

between the English and Americans,* a conference was

held in London on this subject in 1806, by Mr. Monroe

and Mr, Pinkney on the part of the United States, and

by Lord Holland and uckland on the part of

this country ; the i : their desire to ac-

quiesce In any m 1 be devised to pre-

vent deserters frox h navy from finding

refuge in the Americ: cr shelter on board

American ships. 1a xd and Lord Holland

declined, in the ais eck to the employ-

ment of British des bjects of the Crown

withdrawing frorm } , In American ships,

to abolish the system nent on the high scas.

They asked, if the subjects of an enemy are not pro-

tected from a belligerent by the neutrality of the

vessel in which they are found, on what principle it

could be alleged that the subjects of the belligerent,

which institutes the search, are entitled to protection 4

They contended that it was impossible to maintain

that the belligerent might seize what belongs to its

enemy without violating neutral rights, and yet not

lawfully reclaim what was its own. Lord Holland and

Lord Auckland, however, delivered an official note to

Messrs. Monroe and Pinkney, pledging the Govern-

* Vide the case of the Leander, 1806; and of the Chesapeak, 1809.
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ment of Great Britain “to issue instructions for the

observance of the greatest caution in the impressing of

British seamen, and of the greatest care to preserve

citizens of the United States from any molestation or

injury sustained by them ;” and engaging besides, “ at

a future period, to entertain the discussion of any plan

that should be deviscd to secure the interests of both

states without any injury to rights to which they are

respectively attached.”

The American Government having refused to ratify

the treaty agreed to by ‘otiators, and their

courts of justice h at deserters from

British ships ought rendered * to the

vw the frigate TL’ Africaine,

*, atthe request of William

¥i ai Baltimore. An habeas

schalf of seven men, ar-

se request and on the

serters, hy their counsel,

tbs turnable next morning at

nine o'clock, According fy th ught up amidst an immense

concourse of citizens, who ' ert -THouse and neighbouring

street, and the Sheriff made return that he had arrested and detained the
men in eustedy in virtue of the follawing from the British Consul :—

* Case of the men arresi¢d

by John Hunter, I"sq., Shor

Wood, Esq, British Consul

corpus was applied for te

rested and held in custes

statement of the British C:

The habeus corpus was is

“ British Consul’s Office, Baltimore, Sep. 6th, 1809.

“Sir,

“Having received information that thirteen seamen have deserted

from L’ Africaine frigate, and are now in this city, 1 have to request that

you will be pleased to sccure them till they can be sent on board. I

am, &c., Wma. Woop,”

The Judge said that he had eoneeived it his duty to give notice to Mr,

Wood (the British Consul) of the application, so that he might appear

and shew cause, if any he had, why the men should be detained, In the

course of a few minutes Mr. Wood came inte court, and the counsel for

the prisoners, Messrs. Glenn and J... Donaldson, moved the court that

the men be discharged, sufficient eause for their detention not appearing

on the return, Mr. Wood's counsel (Mr, Walter Dorsey) requested to
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British authorities, the question of impressment con-

tinued to be a source of strife between the two nations.

But however grievous the right of search conducted

on these stringent principles was, the enforcement of

general blockades by both France and Great Britain

was still more galling to the Americans. Yet nothing

can be clearer than the right of belligeronts to institute

blockades, and capture and confiscate the vessels of

neutrals attempting to violate them. The United States

had not at this period become sufliciently interested in

maintaining inviolate th of nations, to submit to

itg inconveniences its enforcement a

cause of quarrel. 4 the American courts

of judicature now, 1 ¥ coincide with those

of the English Adu upon this important

subject.

Buonaparte conte:

right to blockade th

defended by a militt ii this doctrine was

contrary to the pub ‘prevailing in Europe for

centuries, and Great Britain peremptorily refused to

adopt it.

The inconvenience of the blockades instituted by

Great Britain and France to the United States of Ame-

saritime power had a

yers, or places un-

be allowed time to inquire into the law ; and said that they would be

ready to prove that these meu were deserters from his Britanuie Ma-

jesty’s ships. The counsel for the prisoners objected to the delay. The

Chief Justice stated that the opinion of the Scerctary of State had satis-

fied him that deserters from British vessels ought not to be arrested or

detained under the authority of the Government of the United States for

the purpose of delivering them up to the officers of the British Govern-

ment ; he therefore ordered the prisoners to be inmmediately discharged.

The audience expressed thelr approbation of his decision by three loud

and tumultuous hazzis, and carried off the deserters in triumph,
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rica was, again, greatly aggravated by Buonaparte’s

Milan Decrees and the British orders in council, which

formed the subject of frequent discussions in and out

of Parliament for some years. Zhe French Emperor

declared every part of the coast of Great Britain and

Ireland and their dependencies, to be in a state of

blockade. Jt would be impossible for any power, or

combination of powers, to enforce such a blockade ; and

according to the law of nations, no blockade can be

considered it regular and lawful one, unless the places

blockaded he encirelex such a force as would

render it daungerou ship to attempt to

enter. Buonaparte to the Americans,

“No Atnerican shiy ny British port. I

have determined to ¢ inivation between the

British Isles and every ler heaven !”

Buonaparte here e: aw of nations, and in

ers of the Revolu-

: * Government had a

just ground of comy France. It became

the duty of the United States to compel France to

withdraw the Berlin and Milan Decrees. Whether

from fear of Buonaparte, or sympathy with the French

Emperor, the United States did not compel the Govern-

ment of France to abrogate those decrees.

What then was England bound, in self-defence, to do?

Was she to submit to a constructive blockade which

Buonaparte had no means of enforcing, but which com-

pletely cut off from her the commerce of the United

States, while she, with ample naval forces at her dis-

posal, permitted the Americans to trade with those

parts of France not in a state of blockade? Was

thus promulgating

tionary IDirectory,
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Buonaparte to be allowed to take advantage of his own

wrong ? ‘The onus lay upon the American Government,

as the power whose neutral rights were invaded by

the Milan decrees, to compel France to withdraw

those ordinances as contrary to the international Jaw.

The Americans declined to do so; and in this circum-

stance only can we see a justification of the British

orders in council,—which retaliated upon France for a

breach of the law of nations, by a regulation which

was in itself an infraction of those very laws !

It might certainl moon argued or assumed,

that as the United 1ot upheld her neutral

rights against Frat assor, she could not

fairly make a messy na casus bel with

Great Britain. It u speared that the Ame-

ricans did not feel t ound by any such con-

siderations.

Great excitemen

the decisions of ow

trade of the American -colonics of the enemy.

In the year 1801 Lord Hawkesbury, on the part of

Great Britain, had communicated to Mr. Rufus King,

the American Envoy, the opinion of his Majesty’s Judge

Advocate General Sir John Nichol, to the following

effect :—

“Tt is now distinctly understood, that the produce

of the colonies of the enemy may be imported by a neu-

tral into his own country, and may be reéxported

from thence even to the mother coulnry of such colony.

The direct trade, however, between the mother country

and its colonies has not, I apprehend, been recognised

as legal, either by his Majosty’s Government or by

caused in America by

ourts respecting the
z .



MARQUESS WELLESLEY. 109

his tribunals. What is a direct trade, or what

amounts to an intermediate importation into the neu-

tral country, may sometimes be a question of some

difficulty. But the Hiyh Court of Admiralty has ea-

pressly decided, that landing the goods and paying the

duties in the neutral country breaks the continuity of

the voyage, and is such an importation as legatizes the

trade, although the goods be reshipped in the same ves-

sel, and on account of the same neutral proprietors,

and be forwarded for sale to the mother country.”

Tt was ruled in our Ashwtrgity Court, that the proof

of payment of dutis s not sufficient evi-

dence of a bond jie nto that country ;*

the effect of which sral American ships

were seized and oni ough their owners,

relying on-Lord Hawk hote, had supposed that

the trade was perfee Jublic meetings were

held in all parts of tes to denounce the

conduct of this coun “commercial relations

between the two natik ecessarily reduced to

a most precarious and unsatisfactory position.

In 1808, Buonaparte having by a decree from

Hamburgh endeavoured to carry out more rigidly than

ever his “continental system,” the English Government

issued an order in council, allowing neutrals to trade

with the enemy under certain restrictions, on con-

dition of touching at a British port and paying the

British custom dutics,—a proceeding the justice or

policy of which it is difficult to comprehend.

The Americans now took a step which complicated

matters still farther, and which inflicted severe losses

* Pide the case of the Essex, 1805; and of the William, 1806,
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both upon Englishmen and Americans. On the 22nd of

December, 1808, they passed a Non-intercourse Act,

preventing French or English ships from entering their

ports and laying an embargo upon all vessels belonging

to the United States, and commanding all the ships

of the belligerents in their harbours instantly to quit,

with or without cargoes !

Buonaparte, seeing that all through the controversy

the Americans were ‘as timorous as women in their

relations with France,’ resented, the Non-intercourse

Act by an act of dari Hation. On the 14th of

May, 1810, a dec &

date from Rambo 6 23rd, and doclan
ing, that “all ve: flag of the United

States, or owned, ¢ ole or in part, by an

American subject, the 20th of May,

1808, had entered, sroafter enter any of

the ports, either of x colonies of France,

or of the countries x¥ the French armics,

should be confiscate speoduce deposited in

the caisse d’amortissement, or sinking fund,”

Such was the state of the relations of England and

the United States when the Marquess Wellesley com-

menced the subjoined correspondence,—which it is

searcely necessary to commend to the attention of the

politicians of this kingdom, as well as of America.

As a contrast to the violent. proceedings of Buonaparte,

the conciliatory tone of the King’s speech towards the

United States on the opening of Parliament in January

{810, (about two months after the appointment of the

Marquess Wellesley,) deserves especially to be noticed.

Ilis Majesty regretted the sudden and unexpected in-
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terruption of the intercourse between his Envoy and

the Government of the United States; he had, however,

he said, received the strongest assurance from the resi~-

dent American Minister, that thc United States were

desirous of maintaining friendly relations between the

two countries, and that desire would be met by a cor-

responding disposition on his part.

THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY TO MR, PINKNEY.

ice, March 2nd, 1810.

« Str,

“T have the he

your letter of the £5

he informed whether

of France instituted

sent war, before th

understood by his M

T have now the here

the rivers, and ports

ledge the receipt of

srelm you request to

any, what blockades

fain during the pre-

anuary, L807, are

nent to be in force?

at you that the coast,

fou’ the river Elbe and Brest,

both inclusive, were notified to be under the restric-

tions of blockadg, with certain modifications, on the

16th of May, 1806 ; and that those restrictions were

afterwards comprehended in the order in council of

the 7th of January, 1807, which order is still in force.

T have the honour to be, &e., WELLESLEY.”

Canal

“Wim, Pinkney, Esq.”
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THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY TO MR, PINKNEY.

“ Foreign Office, 14th March, 1810,

“ Sir,

“The letter which I had the honour to receive

from you under date the 2nd of January, together

with the additional paragraph reccived on the 22nd of

January, has been laid before the King.

“The several conferences which I have held with

you respecting the to which your letter

refers, have, I tru :that it is the sincere

desire of his Maje on the present oc-

casion to avoid any which might obstruct

the renewal of ami ivse between the two

countries,

“The correspond,

Smith has been sut

“His Majesty

a Mr, Jackson and Mr.

ajesty’s consideration.

me to express his

concern that the off aunication between his

Majesty’s Minister in America, and the Government of

the United States, should have been interrupted before

it was possible for his Majesty by any interposition of

his authority to manifest his invariable disposition to

maintain the relations of amity with the United States,

“T am commanded by his Majesty to inform you

that I have received from Mr. Jackson the most posi-

tive assurances that it was not his purpose to give

offence to the Government of the United States by any

expression contained in his letters, or by any part of

his conduct.

“The expressions and conduct of his Majesty’s Min-



MARQUESS WELLESLEY. 113

ister in America having, however, appeared to the

Government of the United States to be exveptionable,

the usual course in such cases would have been to con-

vey in the first instunce to his Majesty a formal com-

plaint against his Minister, and to desire such redress

as might be deemed suitable to the nature of the

alleged offence.

“This course of proceeding would have enabled his

Majesty to have made such arrangements, or to have

offered such seasonable explanations as might have pre-

cluded the inconveni:

the suspension of

friendly powers.

“This Majesty,

the utmost attention

states in amity with

pleased to direct the

“But his Majest

aust always arise from

ications between

vays disposed to pay

and sentiments of

‘he has therefore been

fe, Jackson to England.

sd with any expres-

sion of his displeasit hich of Mr. Jackson,

whose integrity, zoal, iridvalulity ive long been dis-

tinguished in his Majesty’s service, and who does not

appear on the present occasion to have committed any

intentional offence against the Government of the

United States.

“T am commanded to inform you that Mr. Jackson

is ordered to deliver over the charge of his Majesty's

affairs in America to a person properly qualified to

carry on the ordinary intercourse between the two

Governmeats, which his Majesty is sincerely desirous

of cultivating on the most friendly terms.

“ Asan additional testiniony of this disposition, T am

authorised to assure you that his Majesty is ready to

VOL. UL,
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receive, with sentiments of undiminished amity and

good will, any communication which the Government

of the United States may deem bencficial to the mu-

tual interests of both countries, through any channel

of negotiation which may appear advantageous to that

Government. I request, &c., WELLESLEY.”

“'W, Pinkney, Ksy.”

MR. PINKNEY TO TIE MARQUESS WELLESLEY.

ee, March 17th, 1810.

“My Lorp, .

“T have the Ki

letter of the 14th in

of January, and will f

my Government. [ he

ve your Lordship’s

to mine of the 2nd

sin transinitting it to

aur to be, &e.,

“Wa. PInkwey.”

& MR. PINKNEY.THE MARQUESS ¥W

“ Foreign Office, 26th Mareh, 1810.

« Sir,

“ T have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of

your letter of the 7th instant, requesting a further ex-

planation of my letter of the 2nd, concerning the block-

ades of France, instituted by Great Britain during the

present war, before the Ist day of January 1807.

“ The blockade notified by Great Britain in May

1806, has never been formally withdrawn. It cannot

therefore be accurately stated that the restrictions

which it established rest altogether on the order in

council of the 7th of January, 1807: they are com-
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prehended under the more extensive restrictions

of that order. No other blockade of the ports of

France, or of ports in the occupation of France, was

instituted by Great Britain, between the 16th of May

1806 and the 7th of January 1807, excepting the

blockade of Venice, instituted on the 27th of July

1806, which is still in foree. 1 beg you to accept the

assurances, &c, WELLUSLEY.”

“W. Pinkney, Esq.”

MR. PINKNEY ' : WETLLESLEY,

ince, April 80th 1810.

“My Lorn,

“The French 3

stated in an official 1

Minister Plonipotentia

that ‘the only con:

by the French Goverti ecree of Berlin will

be the previous revocss vethie British Government

of her blockades of France, or parts of France, (such

as that from the Elbe to Brest, &c.) of a date anterior

to the date of the aforesaid decree.’

“ Thad supposed that the blockades of France insti.

tuted by Great Britain before the date of the Berlin

Decree, were already withdrawn virtually, though not

formally, by reason of the restrictions which they

established having becn provided for and compre-

hended in certain orders in council, issued after the

date of that decree ; and your Lordship’s letter: to me

of the 26th of last’ month certainly seems to confirm

that supposition with regard to the blockade of
t2

Yoreign Affairs has

naral Armstrong, the

ifed States at Paris,

ror the revocation
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May, 1806, although it proves it to be erroneous with

regard to the only other blockade which falls within

the description of the French Minister’s communi-

cation,—namely, the blockade of Venice, established in

July of the same year.

As I am anxious to neglect nothing which may

have a tendency to produce the repeal of the Berlin

Decree, and of such other decrees and orders as the

Government of the United States has from time to

time complained of, I beg to inquire of your Lord-

ship, with a view 6 “ns of the above-men-

tioned note to Ce z, whether there

exists any objectii of his Majesty's

Government to a rey oa declaration that

they are no longer in fe blockades im ques-

tion, especially that of 6, Ihave the honour

to be, &e. {s Ww, Pivxnery.”

“ The Marquess Welle

MR. FINKNEY TO THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY.

“Great Cumberland Pluce, August 25th, 1810.

“ My Lorp,

“T have the honour to state to your Lordship

that I have received from General Armstrong, Minister

Plenipotentiary of the United States at Paris, a letter

bearing date the 6th instant, in which he informs me

that the Government of France has revoked the Decrees

of Berlin and Milan, and that he has received a written

and official notice of that fact in the following words :

‘Je suis autorisé a vous déclarer, Monsieur, que les
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décrets de Berlin et de Milan sont révoqués, et qua du

ler Novembre, ils cesseront davoir leur effet?

“T take for granted that the revocation of the

British orders in council of January and November

1807 and April 1809, and of all other orders depen-

dent upon and analogous to, or In execution of them,

will follow of course; and I shall hope to be enabled

by your Lordship, with as little delay as possible, to

announce to iny Governinent that such revocation has

taken place. Ihave the honour to be, &c.

“Wa Pongyey.”

* The Maiqucss Well

THE MARQUESS * 3 MR. PINKNEY,

. Glico, August Blst, 1810.

“ Sr,

“T have the bs.

of your letter under® : instant.

“On the 23rd of Fubruary,<b808, his Majesty’s Min-

ister in America, declared to the Government of the

United States, “his Majesty’s carnest desire to see

the commerce of the world restored to that freedom

which is necessary for its prosperity, and his readiness

to abandon the system which had been forced upon

them, whenever the enemy should retract the prin-

ciples which had rendered it necessary,’

“fT am commanded by his Majesty to repeat that

declaration, and to assure you that whenever the re-

peal of the French decrees shall have actually taken

effect, and the commerce of neutral nations shall have

been restored to the condition in which it stood pre-

wledge the receipt
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viously to the promulgation of those decrees, his Ma-

jesty will feel the highest satisfaction in relinquishing

a system which the conduct of the enemy compelled

him to adopt. I have the honour to be, &c.,

(Signed) “ WELLESLEY.”
W, Pinkney, Mey,”

MR. PINKNEY TO THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY.

* Great Cumberland Place, September 21st, 1810,

« My Lorp,

“On the 30¢

address a note to ¥.

inducements which

inquire whether ih:

of his Majesty’s Gove

declaration that th

British blockades

Berlin Deeree.

“Tn a second not of June, I had the

honour to recall your Lordship’s attention to the in-

quiry, and to add, that my Government “expected from

me & communication upon it. And on the Sth of Au-

gust, it was again brought to your Lordship’s recollec-

tion in the same mode. Tt was, moreover, mentioned

in several conversations after the delivery of my first

uote, which had in fact been preceded by verbal expla-

nations on my part, as well as by an abortive cor-

respondence in writing to which some of those explana-

tions were preparatory,

“If T had been so fortunate as to obtain for iny

hitherto unanswered inquiry. the notice which [ had

had the honour to

m which, upon the

f took the liberty to

tection on the part

th revocation, or to a

wer in force, of the

ate anterior to the
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flattered myself it might receive, and to which I cer-

tainly thought it was recommended by the plainest

considerations of policy and justice, it would not, per-

haps, have been necessary for me to trouble your Lord-

ship with this letter, the purpose of which is in very

few words to remind his Majesty’s Government, in pur-

suance of my instructions, of the sentiments and ex-

pectations of the Government of the United States

respecting such British blockades as that which my

inquiry principally regarded,

“Those sentiments an,

plained in two lei

the 27th of Octobe

3rd of June, 1806

required in the exe

occasion, than that fs

copies of those lettes

Your Lordship

conclusive objections

ctations are so well ex-

weretary Madison of

*hornton, and of the

that little more is

¥ instructions on this

er your Lordship to the

erewith transmitted.

wat the strong and

-eason to be found im

these papers (especial first, which was oc-

asioncd by a communication trom the British Consul

at New York, of a notice from Commodore Hood, of

July 1863, that the islands of Martinique and Gua-

daloupe were, and for some time had been, blockaded,)

apply to several blockades which Great Britam has

lately pretended to establish ; but in a particular man-

ner to that of May 1806 (from the [Elbe to Brest

inclusive); to that in the spring of 1808, of the whole

island of Zealand, and to that in March 1809, of the

isles of Mauritius and Bourbon.

“The Government of the United States can discover

no just foundation for these and other similar attempts
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to blockade entire coasts by notifications with which

the fact has no correspondence. It views them as un-

warrantable prohibitions of intercourse, rather than

regular blockades; and as resembling, in all their

essential qualities, the extraordinary decrees and orders

which for the last four years have nearly obliterated

every trace of the public law of the world, and dis-

couraged by menaces of hostile interruption, and pur-

sued with seizure and confiscation, the fairest and most

innocent trade of neutral merchants.

“Tt may now be hopedetht thuse decrees and orders

are about to disapy and I think IT may

presume that, as no pects, no blockade,

like that of May 18% them.

“Your Lordship hei me In a recent note,

that it is ‘his Majests desire to see the com-

merce of the world : at freedom which is

necessary for its pi I cannot suppose

that this freedom is sto be consistent with

most constructive Hock kh may be so expanded

at pleasure as, without the aid of any new device, to

oppress and annihilate every trade but that which

England thinks fit to license. It is not, I am sure, to

such freedom that your Lordship can be thought to

allude. [am the more inclined to be confident on this

point because I have now before me a well-known

official exposition, conceived in terms the most exact,

of the British doctrine of blockades as it stood in 1804,

contained in the reply of Myr. Merry, his Majesty’s

Minister in America, to the very able remonstrance

above mentioned from Mr. Madison to Mr. Thornton.

“In that reply (of the 12th of April, 1804,) it is
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formally announced to the Government of the United

States ‘by his Majesty’s command, signified to Mr.

Merry by the Principal Secretary of State for Foreign

Affairs, that for ‘redressing the grievance complained

of, by the American Government, orders had been

sent to Commodore Hood (and the necessary directions

to the Vice-Admiralty courts in the West Indies and

America) ‘not to consider any blockade of the Islands

of Martinique and Guadaloupe as existing, unless in

respect, of particular ports which might be actually

invested ; and ther ne apbure vessels bound for

such ports, unless wiously have been

warned not to ente:

“Tt is natural to

ance’ which this fran

been since so often 2

lose sight of the xl

tions, your Lordshi

hough the ‘griev-

cation condemns, has

aimost to make us

ltitude of its viola-

ok of the restoration

of the just freedom an event desired by

Great Britain, withe ence to the neglected

doctrine of this paper, and without some idea of re-

viving it.

“With regard to the blockade of May 1806, I regret

that I have failed to obtain an admission apparently

warranted by facts and invited by circumstances, that

it is not in force. Your Lordships answers to my

letters of the 15th of February and 7th of March last,

appear to justify the opinion that this blockade sunk

into the orders in council of 1807, with which it was

perfectly congenial. Tt can scarcely be said that since

the promulgation of those orders, there has been even

a show of maintaining it as an actual blockade by a
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stationary force adequate or inadequate, distributed

with that view along the immense line of coast it

affected to embrace. And if it has not been constantly

so maintained, nor even attempted to be maintained

as an actual blockade, but has yielded its function

since 1807 to orders in council, neither being nor

professing to be actual blockades, it may, I imagine, be

very safely asserted that it exists no longer. But as

this conclusion has not been adopted, but has rather

been resisted by your Lordship, it is my duty in trans.

mitting the enclosed copysfan act of Congress of the

United States, pass of May, 1810, en-

titled ‘An act co mercial intercourse

between the Unite | Great Britain and

France, and their dey snd for other purposes,’

to state to your fx $ an annulment of the

blockade of May 18 lercd by the President

to be as indispense of that act as the

revocation of the mm council, I have

the honour to be, Sc, Wat. Pinkney.”

“Phe Marquess Wellesley, &¢.”

MR. MADISON TO MR. THORNTON.

(First Enclosure.)

“ Department of State, October 27th, 1803.

“Tt will not escape your attention that Commo-

dore Ilood’s letter is dated no less than three months

before it could have the effect of a notification ; and
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that besides this remarkable delay, the alleged block-

ade is computed from a date more than one month

prior to that of the letter itself. But these circum-

stances, however important they may be, do not con-

stitute the main objection to the proceeding of the

British commander, — Ilis letter, avstead of stating that

a particular port or ports were blockaded by a force

actually before them, declares generally two entire and

considerable islands to be in «a state of blockade. Tt

can never be admitted that the trade of a neutral

nation, in articles 2 d, can be legally ob-

structed to any pk blockaded, or that

any notification or p it be of force unless

accompanied with # ckade. The law of

nations is, perhaps, mi ano other point than

on that of a sicge ar 5, such as will justify a

belligerent nation i 1¢ trade of neutrals.

Every term used it se, imports the pre-

sence and position ¢ ering access to the

prohibited place ys cult and dangerous.

livery jurist of reputation, who treats with precision on

this branch of the law of nations, refers to an actual

and particular blockade. Not a single treaty can be

found, which undertakes to deline a blockade in which

the definition docs not exclude a general or nominal

blockade, by limiting it to the case of a sufficient force,

so disposed as to amount to an actual and particular

blockade. To a number of such treaties Great Britain

isa party. Not to multiply references on the subject,

[ confine myself to the fourtl article of the convention

of June 1801, between Great Britain and Russia,

which having been entered into for the avowed purpose
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‘of settling an invariable determination of their prin-

ciples upon the rights of neutrality, must necessarily

be considered as a solemn recognition of an existing

right and a general principle and right, not as a stipula-

tion of any new principle or right limited to the parties

themselves. The article is in the words following :—

‘That i order to determine what characterises a

blockaded port, that denomination is given only to a

port where there is by the dispositions of the power

which attacks it with ships stationary or sufficiently

near, an evident dange

necessary to dwell &

of blockade decla

principle laid down

or on the consequer

a blockade of whole

to the commerce and

the islands of Mart

more than two hurd il the former nearly

one hundred and fifty*rales isechrcamference, and cach

containing a variety of ports, can be blockaded by de-

tachments from a Commodore’s squadron; it is evident

that a very inconsidcrable portion of the British fleet

inay blockade all the maritime countries with which

she is at war. In a word, such a principle completely

sacrifices the rights of neutral commerce to the pleasure

or policy of the parties at war. But it deserves to be

particularly remarked, that a power to proclaim gene-

ral blockades, or any blockade not formed by the real

presence of a sufficient force, to be exercised by ofticers

at a distance from the control of their Government, and

deeply interested in enlarging the field of captures

crm. It cannot be

istency of the kind

re Hood, with the

> rights of neutrality;

= principles on which

“. few ships is founded,

f neutral nations. If

xdaloupe, the latter
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which they are to share, offers a temptation that must

often aggravate the evils incident to the principle itself.

You will infer, Sir, from these observations, the serious

light in which the President regards the proceeding

which is the subject of them; and will perceive the

grounds on which the injuries accruing from it to our

commerce will constitute Just claims of indemmnilication

from the British Government, To diminish the extent

of these injuries as much as possible, and to guard the

good understanding and friendly relations of every sort

which are so desirable woth nations, against the

tendency of such » Lie venture to assure

myself, be sufficics ‘ou to employ the

interpositions with food, which you may

think best adapted af the case. I have

the honour to be, &¢., James Manpison.”

“Wdward Thornton, §&

MR. MAD i MERRY.

(Second Iinielosure.)

“Department of State, Inne ard, 1806.

“ SIR,

“Having transmitted to the President your letter

of the 22nd ulf. communicating the resolution of your

Government to establish a blockade of the rivers Ems,

Weser, Elbe and Trane, I have the honour now, in pur-

suance of his sentiments, to observe, that asa blockade

essentially implies a force on the spot for the purpose,

and as the notification required tn the case must be a

warning to neutral traders of the fact that a blockade
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exists, the communication which your Government has

been pleased to make, derives its title to the acknow-

ledgments of the United States from the supposition

that it was meant as a friendly premonition, which,

though imposing of itself no legal restraint on neutrals,

nor inducing any penal consequences, might usefully

influence the course of their mercantile expeditions,

In this sense the communication is received by the

President as a mark of friendly attention which ought,

in all cases, to be reciprocally maintained ; and in this

sense he is the more di ig regard the communi-

cation, as a difleresé ontradict the defi-

nitions of a bloc syuisite notification

thereof, contained your Government to

Commodore ITood, ax of the Vice-Admi-

ralty courts as comma 3 your letter of April

the 12th, 1804. 1 hy eur to be, &c.,

<FAMES Manrson.”

s Anthony Merry, Esq, éy Ys }

MR. PINKNEY TO THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY,

“ Great Cumberland Place, November 3rd, 1810.

“ My Lorn,

“In my note of the 25th of August I had the

honour to state to your Lordship that IT had received

from the Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States

at Paris, a letter dated the Gth of that month, in which

he informed me that he had received from the French

Government a written and official notice that it had

revoked the Decrees of Berlin and Milan, and that
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after the Ist of November those decrees would cease

to have any effect ; and I expressed iny confidence that

the revocation of the British orders in council of

January and November 1807, and April 1809, and of

all other orders dependent upon or analogous to, or in

execution of them, would follow of course.

“Your Lordship’s reply of the 31st of August to that

note repeated a declaration of the British Minister in

America, made, as it appears, to the Government of the

United States, in February 1805, of ‘his Majesty’s

earnest desire to gev tt merece of the world re-

stored to that freed cossury for its pros-

perity, and his rea the system which

had been forced wy er the enemy should

retract the principles vondered if necessary,’

and added an offic: that ‘ whenever the

iguld have actually

neutral nations

eoustitution in which

it stood previousky teete ulgation of those de-

erees, his Majesty would feet the highest satisfaction in

relinquishing a system which the conduct of the enemy

compelled him to adopt.’

“Without departing in any degrce from my first

opinion, that the United States had a right to expect,

upon every principle of justice, that the prospective

revocation of the French decrees would be immediately

followed by at least a like revocation of the orders of

England, I must remind your Lordship that the day

has now passed when the repeal of the Berlin and

Milan edicts, as communicated to your Lordship in the

above-mentioned note, and published to the whole

repeal of the Fran,

taken effect and

should have been res
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world by the Government of France in the Moniteur

of the 9th of August, was, by the terms of it, to take

effect. That it has taken effect cannot be doubted ;

and it can as little be questioned that, according to

the repeated pledges given by the British Government

on this point (to say nothing of various other powerful

considerations), the prompt relinquishment of the sys-

tem to which your Lordship’s reply to my note of the

25th of August alludes, is indispensable.

“T need scarcely mention how important it is to

the trade of the Um xb the Government of

Great Britain shes in diselosing with

frankness and pr ions on this head.

Intelligence of the has reached Ame-

rica; and commercial % have doubtless been

founded upon it. ft con taken for granted

that the British those expeditions

having thus lost i ch, however insuf-

ficient in itself, v that could ever be

claimod for them, 4 drawn, and that the

seas are once more restored to the dominion of law and

justice. .

“J persuade myself that this confidence will be sub-

stantially justified by the event, and that to the speedy

recall of such orders in council as were subsequent in

date to the decrecs of France will be added the annul-

ment of the antecedent order to which my late letter

respecting the blockades particularly relates. But if,

notwithstanding the circumstances which invite such a

course, the British Government shall have determined

not to remove these obstructions with all practicable

promptitude, I trust that my Government will be
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apprised, with as little delay as possible, of a deter-

mination so unexpected and of such vital concern to

its nights and interests, and that the reasons upon

which that determination may have been formed will

not be withheld from it. I have the honour to be, &e.

“Wn. Pinkyny.”
“The Marquess Wellesley, &.”

THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY TO MR. PINKNEY.

fon Oaks , Deeember 4th, 1810,

« Sir, ey

“ After the

heen able to obtain

actual repeal of th

notes of the 25th of /

refer, or of the rester;

nations to the cond

to the promulgation

“Tf you should oa of any such infor-

mation, I should be happy “to réccive it from you, and

for that purpose I request to have the honour of a con-

ference with you at this office to-morrow, at two o’elock.

* T have the honour to be, &c.,

(Signed) « WhLLESLEy.”

* Win. Pinkney, Fsq.”

uiry, [ have not

intelligence of the

ees, to which your

the 3rd of November

ommerce of neutral

if stood previously

THE MARQUESS WELEUESTLAY TO MR. PINKNEY,

* Forcien Office, Pecember 6th, 1810.

« Sir,

“ The importance of the verbal communication

which T had the honour of recciving from you yester-

VOL. II. K
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day, induces me to request that you will have the

goodness to eommit the substance of it to writing at

the earliest time which may suit your convenicnce.

“ As soon as I shall have received such a written

statement from you, I shall be anxious to return an

official reply in the same form,

“ Under these circumstances, perhaps, it may be un-

necessary that you should take the trouble of calling

at this office to-morrow.

“ Tf, however, you should be desirous of secing me,

I shall be ready io | ur of receiving you

between two and ave the honour to

be, &c., WELLESLEY,”

“W, Pinkney, Esq.”

MR, PINKNE 288 WELLESLEY.

>, December 10th, 1810,

“ My Lorp,

“Tn compliance: syoquest contained in

your note of the 6th instant, I proceed to recapitulate
in this letter (with some variations, however,) the

statements and remarks which I had the honour to

make in our conference of the 5th instant, respecting

the revocation of the French decrees, as connected

with a change of system here on the subject of neutral

rights.

“ Your Lordship need not be told that I should

have been happy to offer, at a much earlier moment,

every explanation in my power on matters of such

high concern to the rights and commere> * wy coun-

try, and the future character of its toreign relations, if



MARQUESS WELLESLEY. 31

Thad been made to understand that explanation was

desired.

“My written communications of August and No-

vember were concise, but they were not intended to be

insufficient. They furnished evidence which I thought

conclusive, and abstained from laboured commentary,

because IT deemed it superfluous. Thad taken up an

opinion which 1 abandoned reluctantly and late, that

the British Government would be eager to follow the

example of Irance in recalling, as it had professed to

do in promulgating, that ordinary system of ma-

ritime annoyance wih spresented to neutral

trade, in almost ai he hopeless alter-

native of inactivity ; which considered

it as a subject to b ike the trade of the

United Kingdoms, by tes of the British Par-

liament ; and underts id and fashion it, by

every variety of ¢ the purposes and

even caprices of Great sad no idea that the

remnant of that system, ive of no conceivable

advantage to England, and’ deservedly odious for its

theory and destructive effects to others, could survive

the public declaration of France that the edicts of

Berlin and Milan were revoked. Instructed at length,

hower by your Lordship’s continued silence, and

alar 1 for the property of my fellow-citizens, now

more than ever exposed by an erroucous conlidence to

the ruinous operation of the British orders, J was pre-

paring to support my general representations by de-

tailed remonstrance, when I received the honour of

your note of the 4th instant. In the conference which

ensued, T troubled your Lordship with a verbal com-

KY



132 LIFE AND CORRESPONDENCE OF

munication, of which the following is nearly the sub-

stance.

“The doubts which appear to stand in the way of

the recall of the British orders in council (under which

denomination JT include certain orders of blockade of a

kindred principle and spirit) must refer to the man-

ner, or the terms, or the practical effect, of the alleged

repeal of the decrees of France.

“That the manner of the proceeding is satisfactory to

the British Government, cannot be questioned ; since it

is precisely that mm whick vm numerous orders for

establishing, mod ng blockades and

other maritime ob rally proclaimed to

neutral states and 5

“ The French repos

of August, to the

United States at Pars

reign Affairs, as Ik

ship in my letter of

not only gave the lrepeit as the inclosed copy

will show) adopted the words of General Armstrong's

statement to me of the tenor and effect of that notice.

“On the 9th of August, the note to General Arm-

strong was published in the MMonzteur, the official journal

of the French Governinent, as the act of that “ vern-

ment, and thus became a formal declaration anda — blic

pledge to all who had an interest in the matter cit.

“It would be a waste of time to particularisc the

numerous instances of analogous practice in England

by which this course is countenanced ; but a recent

example happens to be before me, and may therefore

be mentioned. The partial recall or modification of

y notified, on the 5th

lenipotentiary of the

ronch Minister for Fo-

inform your Lord-

same month, which

a
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the English blockade of the ports and places of Spain

from Gijon to the French territory, (itself known to

iny Government only through a circular notification to

me, recited afterwards in the Loudoun Grazette,) was

declared to the American and other Governments in

exactly the same mode.

“T think it demonstrable that the ferms in which

the French revocation was anuounced, are just as free

from well-founded objection as the manner.

“ Your Lerdship’s view of them is entirely unknown

tome; but Tam not uwrend that there are those in

this country who, 2 figve examined them

with care, and hay Amined them with

jealousy, maintain 1 tion on the Ist of

November was to de obvious meaning of

those terins, upon a ¢ ent which has not

been fulfilled, namely m by Great Britain

of her orders in ¢¢ such blockading

orders as France com ‘gal,

“Tf this were even adh he so, J am yet to

learn upon what grounds of justice the British Govern-

ment could decline to nieet, by a sunilar act on its

part, an advance thus made to it by its adversary in

the face of the world towards a codperation in the

great work of restoring the liberty of the ocean ; so far,

at least, as respects the orders in council of 1807 and

1809, and such blockades as resemble them. It is not

necessary, however, to take this view of the question ;

for the French revocation tums on no condition pre-

cedent ; it is absolute, precise, and unequivocal,

“What construction of the document which declares

that revocation might be made by determined sus-
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picion and distrust. I have no wish, and am not pound,

to inquire. Such interpreters would not be satisfied

by any form of words, and would be likely to draw the

same conclusion from perfect explicitness and studied

obscurity. It is enough for me that the fair and na-

tural and necessary import of the paper affurds no

colour for the interpretation [ am about to ex-

amine.

“The French declaration that the Decrees of Berlin

and Milan are revoked, and that from the Ist of

November they wil ¢ have any effect, is pre-

cision itself. But 1 by these words :

‘bien entendu qué : cette déclaration

les Anglois révog: véls du conseil, et

renonceront cua nari xs de blocus qwils ont

voulu Hablir ou bien ¢ 2 Unis, conformément

a Vacte que vous ve maniquer, feront re-

specter leur droits

“Tf these words ition, they state two,

—the first depending igen Great, Hritain, the last upon

the United States ; and as they are put in the dis-

junctive it would be extravagant to hold that: the non-

performance of one of them is equivalent to the non-

performance of both. I shall take for granted, there-

fore, that the argument against my construction of the

Duke of Cadore’s letter must be moulded into a new

form. It must deal with two conditions instead of one,

and considering them equally as conditions precedent

to be performed (disjunctively) before the day limited

for the operative commencement of the French repeal,

must maintain that if nether of them should be per-

formed before that day, the decrees were not to be
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revoked, and consequently, that as neither of them has

been so performed, the decrees are still in force.

“If this hypothesis of previvus conditions, thus re-

duced to the only shape it can assume, be proved to be

unsound, my construction is at once established, since

it is only upon that hypothesis that any doubt can be

raised against the exact and perspicuous assurance that

the desrees were actually repealed, and that the repeal

would become effectual on the [st of November, This

hypothesis is proved to be unsound by the following

considerations :

“Tt has clearly xu:

the paper, which dé

condition before the

as a step already takes

fied. Certain consega

this proceeding ; but

or by unplication, ¥

lt is not said ‘ bicw:

the phraseology of

yilable to put any

peal is represented

fect on a day speci-

ndced expected from

n, elther expressly

y are to happen.

fes Anglois curont

aes révoyucront’ &e.révoques, &€e., but * ite

indefinitely as to tine.

“he notion of conditions precedent is therefore, to

say the least of it, perfectly gratuitous, But it is also

absurd. Tt drives us to the conclusion that a palpable and

notorious impossibility was intended to be preseribed as

a condition in a paperwhich they who think it was meant

to deceive, must adinit was meant to be plausible.

“Te was a palpable and notorious iupossibility that

the United States should, before the Ist of November,

execute any condition, no mutter what the nature of it,

the performance of which was to follow the ascertained

failure of a condition to be executed by Great Britain
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at any time before the 1st of November. That the act

to be expected from the United States was to be con-

sequent upon the failure of the other, is apparent.

It is also apparent that, upon any interpretation which

would make the act required of Great Britain a con-

dition precedent to the French repeal, and conse-

quently precedent to the 1st of November (when the

repeal was, if ever, to take effect), that condition could

not be said to have failed before the whole period

from the 5th of August to the 1st of November had

clapsed, But if Grea in had the whole time

within which to cb @ she would pursue,

what opportunity W the United States

(equally bound, ups conditions precedent,

to act their part will x2 period) to become

acquainted with that aul to decide upon and

take their own ceury quence, to say nothing

of the transmissior: once to Europe as

would be indispess ficacy of the con-

ditional revocation. ah

“This gencral view would alone be sufficient to

discredit the arbitrary construction under consider-

ation. But it will be more cotapletely exposed by an

explanation of the nature of the act which the letter

professes to expect from the United States, in case

Great Britain should omit to revoke. This act is a

revival of the Non-intercourse Law as to England,

France remaining exempt from it as well as from the

provisions of the subsequent law, commonly called the

Non-Intercuurse Act. Now if it is too plain, upon the

face of the last-mentioned law (to which the letter cx~

pressly refers), to escape the most negligent and un-

skilful observer, that the revival could not, by any
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industry or chance, be accomplished before the time

fixed for the cessation of the French decrees, or even

for a considerable time afterwards, it certainly cannot

be allowable to assume that the revival was required

by the letter (whatever was the object of the writer or

his Government) to precede the cessation, And if this

was not required, it is incontrovertible that the ces-

sation would, by the terms of the letter, take place on

the appointed day, whether any of the events dis-

Junctively specified had intervened or not.

“ The first step t : vval of the non-inter-

course against, Engl he proclamation of

the President that revoked or modified

her edicts as that th to violate the neu-

tral commerce of the 8s, But the letter of

Monsieur Champagny reas as it found them

up to the Ist of Ne » consequently up to

that day it could no contained in that

letter, be said that American commerce

were no longer infrt vom. A prospective

proclamation that would cease to violate those rights,

might perhaps be issued; but it could scarcely have

any substantial operation, either in favour of France,

or to the prejudice of England, until the epoch to

which it looked had arrived,

“ Let it be admitted, however, that all physical and

legal obstacles to the issuing, before the 1st of Novem-

ber, of a proclamation to take effect immediately, were

out of the way,—how would such a proceeding fulfil of

itself the expectation that the United States would,

before the Ust of November, ‘cause their rights to be

respected by the English,’ in the mode pointed out in
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the letter, namely, by the enforcement of the Non-

Intercourse Luw? The proclamation would work no

direct or immediate consequence against Hngland.

Three months from its date must pass away before the

Non-Intercourse Law could revive against her; and

when it did so, the revival would not be the effect of

the proclamation, but of the continued adherence of

England to her obnoxious system. Thus, even if a

proclamation, effectual from its date, had been issued

by the President on the day when the French declar-

ation of the repeal cau

Minister at Paris,

States and Great i

ber, have remained

was found in Augus

by the Government

Minister, professing

before him, and te

e hiads of the American

ctween the United

‘the tirst of Novem-

mdition im which it

a was well understood

conclusion 1s, that its

the American law

at was conformable

with that daw, did equire the revival of

the non-intercourse again gland, as a condition to

be performed before the Ist of November.

“Jt is worthy of remark, as introductory to another

view of this subject, that even they who conclude that

the repeal of the French decrees has failed, are not

backward to ascribe to the French declaration a pur-

pose utterly inconsistent with that conclusion. ‘They

suppose the purpose to have been to affect the existing

relations between America nnd England, by the only

means the declaration states, the Act of Non-Inter-

course. And it is certain that, unless England should

abandon particular parts of her system, this was the

result avowedly in view and meant to be accomplished.
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But there could be no hope of sucn a resuit without a

previous effectual relinquishment of the French decrees.

A case could not be otherwise made to exist (as the

Duke of Cadore was aware), for such an operation of

the American law. To put the Jaw before the revoca-

tion was impossible. With the law in his hand, it

would have heen miraculous ignorance not to know

that it was the exact reverse of this which his paper

must propose. Ie would derive this knowledge not

from that particular Jaw only, but from the whole

tenor and spirit of Amey rocecdings in that pain-

ful and anomalous dé Great Britain and

France, agreeing i recently agreed to

place the maritime merica. IIe would

collect from these p? hat while those con-

flicting powers contin: ai each other in their

aggressions upon net the Government of the

United States would vapartially to both.

The Freneh declarai either no meaning at

all, or it meant te snnsunc noueral Armstrong a

positive revocation of the French edicts.

“TI should only fatigue your Lordship by pursuing

further a point so plain and simple. I will therefore

merely add to what I have already said on this branch

of the subject, that the strong and unqualified com-

munication from General Armstrong to me, mentioned

in the commencement of this letter, and corroborated

by subsequent commumications (one of which [now lay

before you), may, perhaps, without any great effort of

courtesy, be allowed to contain ‘that authentic imtel-

ligence’ which your Lordship is in search of. Me could

searcely have been free from doubt, if the occasion was
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calculated to suggest it ; and if he had really doubted,

would hardly have spoken to me with the confidence of

conviction.

“It only remains to speak of the practical effect of

the French repeal. And here your Lordship must

suffer me to remind you, that the orders of England in

1807, did not wait for the practical effect. of the Berlin

Decree, nor linger till the obscurity in which the mean-

ing of that decree was supposed to be involved, should

be cleared away by time or explanation. ‘They came

promptly after the decr " while it was not only

ambiguous but in ised upon an idle

prohibition, and yct ation, which France

had not attempted ¢ d was notoriously in-

capable of enforcing % « of oppression upon

the seas, more destr all the acknowledged

rights of peaceful st: pry can parallel. This

retaliation, as it wa rapid, that it was felt

before the injury w “to have provoked it ;

and yet that injury was, was preceded by

the practical assertion on the part of Great Britain of

new and alarming principles of public law, in the noti-

fication of the blockade of May 1806, and in the

judicial decisions of the year before. ‘To uphold the

retaliatory orders, everything was presumed with sur-

prising facility. Not only was an impotent, unexecuted,

and equivocal menace presumed to be an active

scourge of the commerce of neutral nations, but the

‘acquiescence of those nations was presumed against the

plainest evidence of facts. The alacrity with which all

this was done, can never be remembered without regret

and astonishment; bul our regret and astonishment
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must increase if, after four years have been given to

the pernicious innovation which these presumptions

were to introduce and support, something like the

same alacrity should not be displayed in seizing an

honourable opportunity of discarding it for ever.

“ Tt is not unnatural to imagine that it will be dis-

carded with pleasure, when it is considered that having

never been cffectual as an instrument of hostility, it

cannot now lay claim to those other recommendations

for which it may have been kerctofore prized. The

through some important

caidy, as long as it was

impressed upon

orders in council have p

changes ; but they Base

possible, to the }

them a character ne

“Tn their origina

France, and such all

adopted the Edict «

had merely excludes

mprehended, not only

sondent powers as had

such other nations as

arts the commercial

flag of England. © s expansion of the

system was fur Leys eligible standard of

retaliation ; but it soon appeared that the neutrals

might be permitted to tratlic, under certain restrictions,

with all these different nations, provided they would

submit, with a dependence truly colonial, to carry on

their trade through British ports, and to pay such duties

as the British Government should think fit to impose,

and such charges as British agents and other British

subjects might be content to make.

“ The United States abstained from this traffic, in

which they could not embark without dishonour ; and

in 1809 the system shrunk to narrower dimensions,

and took the appearance of an absolute prohibition of
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all commercial intercourse with France, Tolland, and

the kingdom of Italy.

“The prohibition was absolute in appearance, but

not in fact. It had lost something of former exuber-

ance, but nothing of former pliancy, and in the event

was sceu to yicld to the demands of one trade, while it

prevented every other.

“ Controlled and relaxed, and managed by licences,

it did not, after bricf exhibition of impartial sternness,

affect to distress the enemy by the exclusion of his

ports, when the corn £ Begiand could advan-

tagcously find its w At length, however,

this convenience s& yed no longer, and

the orders in cour vontly be now con-

sidered (if indeed t t always to have been

considered) as aflacti id with a loss as heavy

as that which they 3 whose rights they

violate. In such fit be too much to

expect the credul: at may yet be hoped

that the evidence of th il effect of the French

repeal need not be very strong to be satisfactory. It

is, however, as strong as the nature of the case will

admit, as a few observations will show.

“On such an occasion it is no paradox to say that

the want of evidence is itself evidence: that certain

decrees are not in force, is proved by the absence of

such facts as would appear if they were in force.

Every motive which can be conjectured to have led to

the repeal of the edicts invites to the full execution of

that repeal, and no motive can be imagined for a dif-

ferent course. ‘These considerations are alone con-

chisive.

oo
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“ But further, it is known that American vessels,

hound confessedly to England, have, before the 1st of

November, been visited by French privateers, and suf-

fered to pass, upon the foundation of the prospective

repeal of the Decree of Berlin, and the proximity of

the day on which it would become an actual one.

“Tf there were not even stronger facts to show that

the Decres of Milan is also withdrawn, your Lordship

can be at no loss for the reason. It cannot be proved

that an American vessel is practically held by France

not to be denationatized eivetiritish visitation, because

your cruizers visit 0 reand compel the ves-

sel visited to termi iof in France but

in England. You w the issue of an ex-

periment which yours pt, nor complain that

you have not received which Js not obtained

because you have rer muossible. The vessel

which fornied the oie of the 8th inst.,

and another more r "a8 a prize, would, if

they had been sufferec aught, to resume their

voyages after having been stopped and examined by

English cruizers, have furnished on that poimt un-

answerable proof; and I have reason to know that

precise offers have been made to the British Govern-

ment to put to a practical test the disposition of

France m this respect, and that those offers have been

refused. Your cruizers, however, have not been able

to visit all American vessels hound to France, and it is

understood that such as have arrived have been re-

ecived with triendsbip.

“JT cannot quit this last question without entering

my protest against the pretension of the British Go-
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vernment to postpone that justice which it owes to my

Government and country, for this tardy investigation

of consequences. Jam not able to comprehend upon

what the pretension rests, nor to what limits the inves-

tigation can be subjected. If it were even admitted

that France was more emphatically bound to repeal

her almost nominal decrees than Great Britain to re-

peal her substantial orders (which will not be ad-

mitted), what more can reasonably be required by the

latter than has been done by the former? The de-

crees are officially dealexed by the Government of

France to be repea: ineffectual as a ma-

terial prejudice te * the declaration, and

must be so since. ere, nothing of sub-

stance left for this «b ‘y, which, if once be-

gun, may be protract na, or at least till the

hour for just and pr has passed. But if

there were room ¢ ib the repealed de-

crees might have § 2 case the orders in

council were withdrs bere is no sudden and

formidable peril to which Great Britain could be ex-

posed by that operation, there can be no reason for

declining to act at once upon the declaration of

France, and leave it to the future'to try its sincerity,

if that sincerity be suspected,

“T have thus disclosed to your Lordship, with that

fraukness which the times demand, my view of a sub-

ject deeply intoresting to our respective countries,

The part which Great Britain may act on this occasion

cannot fail to have important and lasting conse-

quences, and J can only wish that they may be good.

“ By giving up her orders in council, and the
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blockades to which my letter of the 21st of September

relates, she has nothing to lose in character or strength,

By adhering to them she will not only be unjust to

others, but unjust to herself. I have the honour to

be, &c. Wa. Pinkney.”

“ Marquess Wellesley, &e.”?

GHNERAT, ARMSTRONG TO MR. PINKNEY,

is, August 6th, 1810.

m you that his Ma-

heen pleased to revoke

Of this interesting

ice in the following

us déclarer, Mon-

jesty the Emperor an

his Deerees of Berlin

fact [ had this morni

words, viz.:-—Je sui

sieur, que les Déeret fe Milan sont révo-

qués, et gua date 'Mavembre, ils eesseront

avoir leur effet. Sincer ely hoping that you may be
able to turn this circumstance to some useful account,

I forward it per triplicate. And am, Sir, with great

respect, &c., (Signed) Joun Armstrona.”

Win. Pinkney, Ksxq.”
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GENERAL ARMSTRONG TO MR, PINKNEY.

(Fuclosure No. 2.)

“Paris, Augnst 7th, 1810.

* Sir,

“YT hazarded a line or two yesterday by way of

Morlaix, merely to inform you that the Imperial De-

crees of Berlin and Milan were at last given up.

“T now send you by a more direct conveyance a

copy of the Duke of C lore’s letter to me of the 5th

inst. And am Sir spect,

onN ARMSTRONG.”
“Wm. Pinkney, Easy.

“N.B. This last fe

of August, after My.

Lord Wellesley ha:

founded on the let¢

_ yeceived till the 29th

2 note of the 25th to

in, That note was

W. P”

THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS TO MR. ARMSTRONG.

(Translation of paper referred to in Enclosure No. 2.)

“ Paris, August 5th, 1810.

« Sir,

“T have laid before his Majesty, the Emperor and

King, the act of Congress of the 1st of May, taken from

the Gazette of the United States which you have sent

me.

“ His Majesty could have wished that this act, and

all the other acts of the Government of the United

States which interest France, had always been officially
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made known to him. In general, he has only a know-

ledge of them indirectly, and after a long interval of

time. There has resulted from this delay serious

inconveniences, which would not have existed if these

acts had been promptly and officially communicated.

“The Emperor had approved of the general em-

bargo laid by the United States on all their vessels,

because that measure, though it has been prejudicial to

France, had in it, at least, nothing offensive to her

honour. Jt has caused her to lose her colonies of Mar-

tinique, Guadaloupe ne: the Emperor has

not complained of 4 “tade this sacrifice to

the principle which ? the Americans to

lay the embargo, ins ith the noble reso-

lution of interdicting ws the ocean, rather

than submit to the tas e who wished to make

themselves the tyrast :

“The Act of the

bargo, and substitute

to the interests of Fra 3¢ has authorised its

continuance in favour of Spain, Naples, and THolland,---

that is to say, to the countrics under French influence,

and denounced confiscation against all French vessels

which should enter the ports of America. Reprisal

was a right and commanded by the dignity of France,

—a, circumstance on which it was impossible to make a

compromise. ‘The sequestration of all the American

uns raised the em-

sure most injuriousoe

vessels in France, has been the necessary consequence

of the measure taken by Congress.

“ he Uongress is now retracing its steps ; they re-

voke the Act of the Ist of March, the ports of Ame-

rica are open to French ecommerce, and France is no
124
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longer interdicted to the Americans. Jn short, Con-

gress engages to oppose itself to that one of the belli-

gerent powers which should refuse to acknowledge the

rights of neutrals.

“In this new state of things, I am authorised to de-

clare to you, Sir, that the Decrees of Berlin and Milan

are revoked, and that after the Ist of November they

will not be in force; it being understood that, im conse-

quence of this declaration, the English shall revoke

their orders in council, and renounce the new prin-

ciples of blockade , have attempted to

establish, or thai tes, conformably to

the act you have } od, shall cause their

rights to be respect fish.

“ Tt is with the ¢ satisfaction, Sir, that

I make known io y mination of the Em-

peror. His Majest uaricans, ‘T'heir pros-

perity and their co hin the scope of his

policy,

“The independenc ais one of the princi-

pal titles to the glory of France. Since that epoch, the

Emperor has taken pleasure in aggrandising the United

States ; and under all the circumstances, whatever can

contribute to the independence, to the prosperity and

liberty of the Americans, the Emperor will consider as

conformable to the interests uf his empire,”
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THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY TO MR. PINKNEY.

“ Foreign Office, December 29th, 1810.

« Bre,

“In acknowledging the receipt of your letter of

the 10th instant, I must express my regret that you

should have thought it necessary to introduce into that

letter any topics which might tend to interrupt the

conciliatory spirit in which it is the sincere disposition

of his Majesty’s Government to conduct every negoti-

ation with the Gover nf the United States.

“ With an anxiog ‘gid all discussions of

that tendency, I 8 nthout any further

observation, to com you the view which

his Majesty’s Govern ken of the principal

question which forme: of my Inquiry during

our conference of The letter of the

French Minister for s to the American

Minister at Paris of rust, 1810, did not

appear to his Majesty. nt to contain such a

notification of the repeal of the French Decrees of

Berlin and Milan as could justify his Majesty's Govern-

ment in repealing the British orders in council. That

letter states that ‘the Decreos of Berlin and Milan are

revoked, and that from the 1st of November, 1810,

they will cease to be in force, it being understood that

in consequence of this declaration the English shall

revoke their orders in council and renounce the new

principles of blockade which they have attempted to

establish” The purport of this declaration appeared

to be, that the repeal of the Decrecs of Berlin and

Milan would take effect from the Ist of November
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provided that Great Britain, antecedently to that day,

and in consequence of this declaration, should revoke

the orders in council, and should renounce those prin-

ciples of blockade which the French Government

alleged to be new. <A separate condition, relating to

America, seemed also to be contained in this decla-

ration, by which America might understand that the

Decrees of Berlin and Milan would be actually repealed

on the 1st of November, provided that America should

resent any refusal of the British Government to re-

nounce the new principleseaf, blockade and to revoke

the orders in coun

“ By your exp

rican Government tw

Minister as annowne

of November, 181¢

and Milan ; which +

in force unless the

sonable time after tt

fil the two conditions.. ictly in the letter of

the French Minister. Under this explanation, if nothing

more had been required from Great Britain for the

purpose of securing the continuance of the repeal of

the French decrees than the repeal of our orders in

council, I should not have hesitated to declare the

perfect readiness of this Government to fulfil that

condition. On these terms the British Government

has always been sincerely disposed to repeal the orders

in council. It appears, however, not only by the letter

of the French Minister, but by your explanation, that

the repeal of the orders in council will not satisfy either

the French or American Governinent. The British

fars that the Ame-

ietter of the French

aie repeal on the Ist

ench Decrees of Berlin

wever, not to continuc
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Government is further required by the letter of the

French Minister to renounce those principles of block-

ade which the French Government alleges to be new.

A reference to the terms of the Berlin Decree will serve

to explain the extent of this requisition. The Berlin

Decree states that Great Britain ‘extends the right of

blockade to commercial unfortified towns and to ports,

harbours, and mouths of rivers, which, according to the

principles and practices of all civilised nations, is only

applicable to fortified places.’

“On the part of the American Government, I under-

stand you to require’. Britain should revoke

her Order of Block: Combining your

requisition with that can Minister, I must

conclude that Ameri 1¢ revocation of that

order of blockade as L anstance of our re-

nunciation of those , blockade which are

condemned by the ment in the Berlin

Decree. Those pr ade Great Britain

has asserted to be an ablished by the laws

of maritime war, and ged by all civilised

nations, and on which depend the mest valuable rights

and interests of this nation. If the Berlin and Milan

Decrees are to be considered as still in force, unless

Great Britain shall renounce those established founda-

tions of her maritime mghts and intcrests, the period

of time is not yet arrived when the repeal of her

orders in council can be claimed from her, cither with

reference to the promise of this Government, or to the

safety and honour of the uation. I trust that the

justice of the American Government will not consider

that France, by a repeal of her obnoxious decrees
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under such a condition, has placed the question in

that state which can warrant America in enforcing the

Non-intercourse Act against Great Britain and not

against France. In reviewing the actual state of this

question, America cannot fail to observe the situation

in which the commerce of neutral nations has been

placed by many recent acts of the French Government ;

nor can America reasonably expect that the system of

violence and injustice now pursued by France with

unremitted activity (while it serves to illustrate the

true spirit of her intention

precautions of def

“Having thus 3%

derations arising fr

ister, and from tha

me, it only remains ¢

should correct any j

deem erroneous. §

ginal decree, to w

refers, or by any stl document, you can

prove that the Decrees of | and Milan are abso-

lutely repealed, and that no further condition is re-

quired of Great Britain than the repeal of her orders

an council, J shall receive such information with most

sincere satisfaction ;—desiring you to understand that

the British Government retains an anxious solicitude

to revoke the orders in council as soon as the Berlin

and Milan Decrecs shall be effectually repealed without

conditions injurious to the maritime rights and honour

of the United Kingdom.—I have the honour to be,

&e. (Signed) WELLESLEY.”

“Wn. Pinkucy, Esq.”

£ the several consi-

of the French Min-

you have honoured

ny solicitude that you

of either which you

terms of the ori-

th =Minister’s letter
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THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY TO MR. PINKNEY.

“ Foreign Office, February 11th, 1811,

SIR,

“'The letter which I had the honour to receive

from you, under date the 14th of January, 1811, has

been submitted to his Royal Highness the Prince

Regent.

“Tn communicating to you the orders which I have

received from his Royal Highness on the subject of

your letter, I am cormmended to abstain from any

course of argumen expression, which

(however justified 04 nour of your ob-

servations) might te pt the good under-

standing which it is lus Royal Highness,

on behalf of his Majes atain with the Govern-

ment of the United 8

“No statement @

to affect the gencral

to communicate to ye

December, 1810.

“Great Britain has always insisted upon her right

of self-defence against the system of commercial war-

fare pursued by I'rance, and the British orders in

council were founded upon a just principle of retalia-

tion against the French decrees. ‘The incidental ope-

rations of the orders in council upon the commerce

of the United States (although deeply to be lamented)

must be ascribed exclusively to the violence and in-

justice of the enemy, which compelled this country to

resort to adequate means of defence. It cannot now

be admitted that the foundation of the original ques-

ur letter appears

: I had the honour

tter of the 29th of
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tion should be changed, and that the measure of reta-

lation adopted against France should now be relin-

quished at the desire of the United States, without any

reference to actual conduct of the enemy.

“The intention has been repeatedly declared of

repealing the orders in council, whenever France shall

actually have revoked the Decrees of Berlin and Milan,

and shall have restored the trade of neutral nations

to the condition in which it stood previously to the

promulgation of those decrees. Even admitting that

France has suspended ti ration of those decrees,

or has repealed th ence to the United

States, it 1s evident 4} relinquished the

conditions expressly the letter of the

French Minister, wid Sth of August, 1810.

France therefore req reat Britain shall not

only repeal the orde tat renounce those

principles of blocks -alleged in the same

letter to be new,—ai which must be under-

stood to refer to the vy part of the Berlin

Decree. If Great Britain shall not submit to these

terms, it is plainly intimated in the same letter that

France requires America to enforce them.

“To these conditions. his Royal [Tighness on behalf

of his Majesty cannot accede. No principles of block-

ade have been promulgated or acted upon by Great

Britain previously to the Berlin Decree, which are not

strictly conformable to the rights of civilized war and

to approved usages and laws of nations. The block-

ades established by orders in council rest on separate

grounds, and are justificd by the principles of necessary

retaliation on which they originated. he conditions
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exacted by France would require Great Britain to sur-

render to the enemy the most important maritime

right and interests of the United Kingdom.

“T am commanded to inform you, that his Royal

Highness cannot consent to blend the question which

has arisen upon the orders in couneil, with any dis-

cussion of the general principles of blockade.

“This declaration does not preclude any amicable

discussion upon the subject of any particular blockade,

of which the circumstances may appear to the Govern-

meut of the United Ste bo cxceptionable or to

require oxplanatiot pour to be, &c.,

* WELLESLEY.”
Win. Pinkney, Esq.

THE MARQUES MR. PINKNEY,

february 12th, 1811,

“The Marquess Wat he honour to inform

Mr. Pinkney that lis Royal Lfighness the Prince Regent
will receive the Foreign Ministers at his Levee at

Carleton House on Tuesday next, the 19th inst., at two

o'clock.”

MR, PINKNEY TO TE MARQUESS WELLESLEY.

“ Webruary 13th, t8hl.

“ My Lorp,

“Thad the honour to receive your letter of the

[1th inst, and will transmit a copy of it to my Go-

vernment. | can have no inducement to trouble your
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Lordship any farther upon the subject to which it

relates, I have the honour to be, &c.,

“W. PINKNEY.”
“ Marquess Wellesley.”

MR. PINKNEY TO THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY.

“Great Cumberland Place, February 13th, 1811.

“ My Lorn,

Referring to my letter of the 14th of last month,

I beg to be informed } Lordship at what time

his Royal Iighness,4 zont will do me the

honour to give me leave. I have the

honour to be, &c., Wy. Pingyegy.”

“ Marquess Wellesley, &

MARQUESS HK. PINKNEY,

Whee, February 15th, 1811,

“ Sir,

“Waving submitted to His Royal Highness the

Prince Regent your desire to have an audience of leave,

with a view to your return to America, I am com-

manded by his Royal Highness to inform you that he

will be prepared to receive you at Carleton House on

Tuesday, the 19th inst.

“ At the same time I am commanded to inform you

that his Royal Highness, in the name and on the behalf

of his Majesty, has been pleased to appoint Augustus

Foster, Esq., (lately charged with his Majesty’s affairs

in Sweden,) to be his Majesty’s Envoy Extraordinary,
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and Minister Plenipotentiary to the United States, [

have the honour to be, &e, (Signed) = WEiLes.ey.”

“ Win, Pinkney, Esq.”

THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY TO MR. PINKNEY.

(Private,)

“ Foreign Office, February 15th, 1811.

« Sr,

“Tn the various 3

T have had the hon

appointment of a %

King to the United &

plain to you, in the

stances which had de

have expressed my

should be carried x

his Majesty's Govern yermit.

“The delay was ocysite the first instance, (as

I stated to you repeatedly,) by an earnest desire of

rendering the appointinent satisfactory to the United

States, and conducive to the effectual establishment of

harmony between the two Governments. Since that

period of time, the state of his Majesty’s Government

has rendered it impossible to make the intended ap-

pointment.

“ T was therefore concerned to find by your letter of

the 14th of January, that the Government of the United

States should be induced to suppose that any indis-

position could exist on the part of his Majesty’s Go-

vernment, to place the British Mission in America on

onumunications which

u, respecting the

otentiary from the

endeavoured to ex-

> manner, the cireum-

t appointment ; and I

sccommend that it

3 as the situation of

cS
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the footing most acceptable to the United States, as

soon as it might be practicable, consistently with the

convenience of affairs in this country.
“In pursuance of the intention so often declared to

you, his Royal Ilighness the Prince Regent has been

pleased, in the name and on behalf of his Majesty, to

appoint Mr, Foster (lately charged with his Majesty's

affairs in Sweden) to be his Majesty’s Envoy Extra-

ordinary and Ministcr Plenipotentiary to the United

States ; and that the appointment will be notified in

the next Gazette.

“ You will, of cox

under these circu

requiring an audicn

you have stated. I ha

car own judgment,

wig the propriety of

n the grounds which

ur to be, &c.,

“ WELLESLEY.”

MR, PINKNEY 7 WELLESLEY.

“ Great Cumberland Place, February 17th, 1811.

“ My Lorn,

“ Before [ reply to your official communication of

the 15th inst., you will perhaps allow me, in acknow-

ledging the receipt of the unofficial paper which accom-

panied it, to trouble you with a few words,

“From the appointment which you have done me the

honour to announce to me of a Minister Plenipoten-

tiary to the United States, as well as from the language

of your private letter, I conclude that it is the inten-

tion of the British Government to seck immediately those

adjustments with America, without which that appoint-
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ment can produce no beneficial effect. I presume that

for the restoration of harmony between the two coun-

tries, the orders in council will be relinquished without

delay ; that the blockades of May 1806 wil be an-

nulled ; and that the case of the Chesapcake will be

arranged in the manner heretofore intended ; and in

genera), that all such just and reasonable acts will be

done as are necessary to make us friends.

“ My motives will not, I am sure, be misinterpreted,

if, anxious to be enabled so to regulate my conduct in

the execution of my ingiructions, as that the best

results may be a: ake the liberty to

request such explai eads as your Lori-

ship may think fit to ught to add, that as

the levee of his Roys! he Prince Regent has

been postponed until 12 26th inst., I have

supposed that my 4 save Is postponed to

that day ; and thai eround, undertaken

to delay my reply t ommunication until

I receive an answer t tier. I have the honour

to be, &c. (Signed) Ww. Pineney.”

“The Marquess Wellesley, &e.”

THE MARQUESS WRILLESLEY TO MR. PINKNEY.

(Private)

* Apsley House, February 28rd, 1811,

“Sir,

“T have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of

your private letter under date the 17th instant.

“T take the liberty of referring you to my former
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unofficial letters and communications for an explana-

tion of the motives which have induced this Govern-

ment, in pursuance of those amicable views which I

have uniformly declared, to appoint a Minister Pleni-

potentiary to the United States.

“T have already assured you that the delay of that

appointment was occasioned in the first instance by an

anxious desire to make it in a manner which was

likely to prove most acceptable to the United States.

The appointment was recently delayed by the state of

his Majesty’s Governmong has ultimately taken

place in pursuance iles which I have re-

peatedly stated to ¥ consequence of any

change of system.

“Tt is, perhaps, an

this Government to

whenever that meus

dering the most 3

rights and interests

“No objection has

this Government to an amicable discussion of the prin-

ciples of any blockade which may be deemed exception-

able by the United States.

“I have expressed to you, without reserve, a desire

to arrange the case of the Chesapeake on just and

equitable principles ; and I trust that no apprehension

can be entertamed of the general disposition of this

Government to adopt every reasonable measure which

may be neccessary to conciliate the friendship of the

United States. But it would be neither candid to-

wards you, nor just towards this Government, to

countenance any interpretation which might favour a

repeat the desire of

he orders in council

epied without surren-

valuable maritime
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supposition that it was intended by this Government

to relinquish any of the principles which I have so

often endeavoured to explain to you.

“His Royal Highness’s Levee will take place on

Tuesday, the 26th instant; but I have received his

commands to signify to such of the Foreign Ministers

as may desire to have private audiences, that his

Royal Highness will receive them on Thursday, the

28th instant. The Foreign Ministers, however, will

all be presented to his Royal Highness on Tuesday, the

26th instant, on which attend for that pur-

pose. I have the he

“ WELLESLEY.”
“Wm, Pinkney, Esq.

ou on American affairs,

crt to the progress of

sefore the reader the
he Regency in this

After so lengthened

it is now time that we

war in the Peninsul:

important procecditt

country.
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CHAPTER VIHI.

The Princess Amelia’s Death-bed.—The King visited with a Return of

his Malady.—Mecting of the Two Houses.—Successive Adjourn-

ments.--Anomalous Position of Affairs.—The Nation governed with-

out a King or Regeni.—Re King's Health.— Anecdote

respecting the State of tle by Marquess Wellesley —~

Debates in both Hou the Duke of Sussex.—

The Whigs join the F? ‘pose proceeding by Bill.

—Opposition to any 1 Kegent.—Firmness of the

Ministers.—The Derm tional Doctrine, that the

Parliament has in such of Election, recognised by

both Houses.—Prince of ¥ Hegent by Bill, with Limita-

tions.—Correspondengs « gliness with Mr, Perceval.—

His Letter to the Duke of -ds Grey and Grenville.—

List of Ministers, t Grenville decline the

Regent’s Overtures.

at

THE circumstances attending the return to King

George the Third of the lamentable malady which,

in 1788, had rendered the appointment of a Regency

necessary, form a pathetic story. Toward the latter

end of the month of October, 1810, the Princess

Amelia died after a painful and protracted illness,

which she bore with meek resignation. When she

knew that her end was approaching, she ordered a

ring to be made, enclosing a lock of her hair with her

name on the inside, and the words ‘‘ Remember me;”

and when the King, her father, making his daily

visit to her bed-side, held out his hand to her, the
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dying Princess put the ring on his hand silently.

Her own departure was so near, that she never knew

the fatal consequences which ensued. The King had,

during the long sufferings of the Princess Amelia,

watched the progress of the disease with most eager

anxiety; and when he felt this last mark of his

daughter’s love, knowing all that it imported, he

became so strongly agitated that his intellects were

affected and a recurrence of his former malady was

brought on.

Parliament had bee

November, accordi

intended that th

words for the diss

in the proclamatien.

published, directing

the 29th, and anthe

commission under

nvoked for the Ist of

it, as it was not

actually meet, the

s were not inserted

wf council had been

iould be prorogued to

‘hancellor to Issue a

or the prorogation ;

but the King was n ste sign the commis-

sion, and both Hoges-td + met under these

singular circumstances, not being summoned for the

dispatch of business, and consequently being left to

form a course of proceeding for themselves. The

physicians at this time confidently expected that his

Majesty would speedily recover; and Ministers having

stated this, moved an adjournment for a fortnight,

which was agreed to without a dissentient voice.

At. the expiration of a fortnight the King remained

in the same state, and the physicians continued in

the same opinion; one of them, who had attended

upon him on a former occasion, declaring that he

perceived the leading symptoms which, on that oc-
um 2
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casion, convinced him that the patient was recovering.

A second adjournment for a fortnight was moved.

After a few remarks from Lords Grenville, Stan-

hope, and Grey, the question was again carried

unanimously in the Lords. In the Commons, Mr.

Whitbread complained, that “ they were called upon

not to provide against the serious deficiency in the

executive Government, but to continue the suspension

of the constitution for another fortnight: and upon

what ground? what authentic testimony? what re-

corded evidence? Upon mathing but the bare state-

nient of the Changéll .Exchequer, the mere

assertion of a meth t. Yet upon this

ground, the mere ¥ ot of an individual,

they were proceedin tor a fortnight, to do

without the kingly o at period, and all this

with their eyes oper uug state of things,

and to their probab 3”

* The present

po

neis Burdett said,

“was one of the me ‘and unconstitutional

propositions ever mad. House. Had he been

present on the last day of meeting, he would have

opposed every motion for adjournment. The consti-

tution was suspended, and he would not have agreed

to a moment’s delay, till that constitution was re-

stored. What principle was this mode of proceeding

calcuJated to establish? Could the public business

go on without the executive Government? If it could

not, why at such a period was it to be deferred?

and if it could, were Ministers anxious to convince

the people that the executive branch of the constitu-

tion was a mere nothing? Was there any proceeding
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more likely to bring that part of the constitution

into contempt? Was it not holding it forth to the

country as a mere farce? Were the people to be told

that in the votes of both Tfouses only consisted the

constitution; that the crown might be placed on a

cushion, whilst all its powers and prerogatives were

to be left to the discretion of Ministers?”

Alluding to the proceedings upon the regency in

1788, Sir Francis continued: ‘The Act,” he said,

‘which was then passed by a powerful faction against

his Royal Highness the Exige of Wales, never should

have had his sanctigs Es¢hat put him into

leading-strings, th fick into the stage

of infancy, and a ri of constructive

lunatic, enacting hi: pable of acting or of

judging without thx ion and control of

the legislature; as afying him this mo-

ment, when the nex f the land, might

have raised him ti ? these kingdoms,

and lifted him ont « to have placed him

on a throne.” Aiter an animated debate in which

Mr. Tierncy, Lord A. Hamilton, Sir Samuel Romilly,

Mr. Sheridan, &c., addressed the Tfouse, the ad-

journment was carried by three hundred and forty-

three voices to fifty-eight.

After this second fortnight had elapsed, a report

of the Privy Council was laid before Parliament on

the 29th of November, containing the examination

of the King’s physicians; all of whom declared it

highly probable that his Majesty would recover,

The Earl of Liverpool then moved for the delay of

another fortnight. Earl Spencer, in opposition to
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this, moved that a select committee should be ap-

pointed to examine the physicians: he was strongly

supported in this.—Lord Holland requested Ministers

not to regard him in the light of their opponent,

when he cautioned them to panse on the verge of

their strange and unaccountable proceedings. <A

bill of indemnity might screen them from the per-

sonal consequences of their rashness, but nothing

could rescue the country from the hazard of those

perils which were collecting and darkening round her.

Lord Grenville duc! voposal for farther ad-

journment to be wy to the dignity of

Parliament, most st interests of the

monarchy, and me # to every principle
of the constitution ‘nded that they were

not yet in possessi fact which they could

constitutionally x s to the report of the

Privy Council, bea ivy Council been con-

vened ?—-without th e consent, the know-

ledge, the summons ¢ x. If such doctrines

were to be tolerated, the Housc would afford its sanc-

tion to principles most hostile to those upon which

the monarchy stands, —and which, though not re-

publican, would lead at once to the establishment of

the most odious and detestable form of aristocracy.

Eventually the House divided: when fifty-six peers

supported the amendment, eighty-eight with the

Ministry. The Dukes of York and Cambridge

voted with the Ministry: the Dukes of Clarence

and Sussex with the opposition.

The debate in the House of Commons was con-

ducted with great asperity. The Whigs, who
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were then under the delusion that the Prince of

Wales was a friend of liberal principles, and would

remain steady to his early attachments, strongly

opposed any further adjournment. On a division,

however, there were in favour of the course recom:

mended by Ministers two hundred and thirty ;

against it, one hundred and. thirty-seven.

The position of affairs at this time was embarrass-

ing in the highest degrce. While Buonaparte had

consummated a union with the House of Austria,

and had four queers the train of his newly

espoused Empress,: rywas sustaining an

arduous and uncq' : Peninsula !—_-was

on the verge of war {with an unsatis-

factory state of thing —culonial difficulties

of great magnitude !. estic embarrassments

arising from the s¢ the poor in Great

Britain, and the op mass of the Irish

population! And ¥ sement of the coun-

try was carried on ¥ aking —the sovereign

power being actuaily held by the Cabinet Ministers,

who coukt no longer, with propriety, be termed the

servants of the Crown! All the difficulties expe-

rienced in 1788 were revived in their full force,

and it was generally felt that another such ano-

malous crisis would shake the pillars of the English

monarchy.

The Marquess Wellesley, as a member of the

Privy Council, visited the King during the calami-

tous affliction under which he suffered, to ascertain

and report upon the state of his Majesty’s health.

When his Lordship entered the apartment in which

beag
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the Royal sufferer was confined, he found the man

whom he had been accustomed to see surrounded with

the insignia of power, and all the heraldic pomp of

state-ceremonial, sitting in a condition of complete

nakedness on his bed, sunk apparently in hopeless ob-

livion, Lord Wellesley was so deeply affected, that

he could not refrain from tears, and in after life

never adverted to the subject without emotion.

How truly has our great poet, who knew the human

heart so deeply, and was so thoroughly conversant

with human life in all iég-ferms, observed !—

G

And bid thy Cer

Think’st thou the

With titles blows

Will it give place te

Canst thou, when

Command the hea

That play’st se :

Tam a King tha

Tis not the balm, i

The sword, the mace perial,

The enter-tissued robe of gold and pearl,

The farced title runuing fore the King,

The throne he sits on, nor the tide of pemp

That beats upon the high shore of this world,

No; not all these, thrice gorgeous ccremonies :

Not all these, laid in bed majestical,

Can sleep so soundly as the wretched slave,

Who with a body fill’d, and vacant mind,

Gets him to rest, cramm’d with distressful bread,

At the end of the third adjournment on the 18th

of December, Ministers informed Parliament, that

though a considerable degree of progressive amend-

ment had taken place, and the same confident ex-
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pectations of his Majesty’s ultimate recovery were

still entertained, yet the immediate state of his health

was not such as could warrant them to propose a farther

adjournment. Committees, therefore, were appointed

in both Houses to examine the physicians. These ex-

aniinatious tended to the same conclusion as the exami-

nation before the Privy Council: the physicians all

concurred in expressing confident hopes of the King’s

recovery. The report having been laid before the

House of Commons, December the 17th, Mr. Perceval

moved that, “on the tudbewing Tharsday the House

should resolve itself’ fee, to take into con-

sideration the sta 2; his intention,”

he said, ‘‘ was then he committee, three

preliminary resolutic @ those which were

adopted in 1788: ¢ lating to his Majesty’s

incompetence to dis reyal functions; the

second, declaring 1 imposed on the

two Houses of Par ply the deficiency

in the executive auth he third, regarding

the manner in which tute for the royal

authority was to be provided, by way of Bill. On

these points it was indispensably necessary that each

House should know the opinion of the other, before

either could submit the precise method which might

be deemed most expedient to meet the exigency of

the occasion.”

The Earl of Liverpool gave a similar intimation in

the House of Lords.

On the 20th of December, the day appointed, the

House of Commons resolved itself into a committee,

and Mr. Perceval submitted to its consideration
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three resolutions: the first stated, that his Majesty

being prevented by his indisposition from attending

to the public business, ‘he personal ewercise of the

royal authority was thereby suspended: the second,

that it was the vight and duty of the Lords Spiritual and

Temporal, and Commons of the United Kingdom now

assembled, and lawfully, fully, and freely representing

all the estates of the people of this vealm, to provide the

means of supplying the defect in the personal exercise of

the royal authority, arising from his Majesty's said in-

disposition, in such mer ihe ewigency of the cause

might appear to the the third, that for

this purpose, and fe ntire the constitu-
tional authority of necessary that the

said Lords Spiritue aral, and Commons

of the United hin jd determine on the

means whereby the | i. might be given in

Parliament to snc ~ be passed by the

two Houses of }: ‘ting the exercise

of the power and x of the Crown, in the
name and in the behalf of the King, during the con-
tinuance of his Majesty’s present indisposition. Mr.

Perceval then stated what were the ulterior propo-

sitions which he meant to bring forward: they were,

that the Prince of Wales should be appointed regent,

to administer the aflairs of the country, in the name

and in the behalf of his Majesty, during the continu-

ance of the King’s indisposition. That the entire

care of the King’s person should be intrusted to the

Queen: and that due provisions and precautions

should be introduced into the bill for notifying the

King’s recovery, whenever that event should take
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place, and for defining the course which would ef-

fectually enable his Majesty to resume his royal func-

tions with his former dignity und authority. The

operation of these three provisions were to have no

limit assigned in point of time, except the duration

of the King’s disorder. The bill which he meant

to propose would contain certain provisions, limiting

and restricting for a time, the use of some of the

powers and prerogatives of the Crown.

After a debate of the most animated character,

full of historical and « iunal lnterest, in which

Mr. Ponsonby, Mr. amucl Romilly, and

Mr. Perceval, were uous speakers, the

resolution proposed , was carried by a

majority of one hun

The discussion in

by a great deal of ag

brunt of the debate

the Earl of Liverp “idon, The Mar-

quess Wellesley* fillyseor in the proceedings of

his colleagues, and voted in favour of the resolutions

2

ve,

4 Lords was marked

toverm feeling. The

evial side fell upon

* The following interesting letter appearg in the Life of Lord Eldon,

by Hornce Twiss, Esq. :—

QUREN GHAKLOTTIE TO LORD KLDON,

“ Windsor, Nov. 3, 1810.

© The Queen feels, more than she lias words to express, the attention

shown her by the Lord Chancellor and his colleagues, in making au ex-

ense for not valling upon ler yesterday. She is perfectly sensible that

the subject it related to would have been equally patnfal to both parties,

and is highly sensible of the delicacy of the condact of the Lord Chan.

cellor, Marquess Wellesley, and Mr. Ryder, to whom she begs her

compliments.

“Our dowestic misfortunes are truly severe, but I trust Providence

will carry us through. CHaanorrn,”
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of the Cabinet ; but his Lordship did not address the

TIouse on the question. After stating the nature of

the resolutions, the Earl of Liverpool declared his

opinion that the mode of proceeding by Bill was the

only lawful means of creating a regency; the autho-

rity of the regent, in his opinion, could not be esta-

blished by a mere address, Lord Holland moved

an amendment to the third resolution, and it being

seconded by the Duke of Norfolk, his Royal Highness

the Duke of Sussex addressed the House with much

vehemence: “ My Lo , “J rise not merely

to approve of the ¢ ikewise to caution

your Lordships ts “iicion to any sug-

gestion coming frou the House, upon a

matter of so high u to be equalled only

by the magnitude of ty which gives rise to

this momentous disc) yards of eight wecks

have now elapsed i: immense period,

cither the magistra 28 been suspended,

or the functions of tha iy have been assumed
by a committce of persons who have no right to
exercise them. I have watched with a jealous and

anxious eye, as far as I have been able, the whole

proceedings of these date Ministers of his Majesty ;*

resolved, when an opportunity occurred, to state my

most marked disapprobation of their conduct. You

have now, my Lords, upon the minutes of the Secret

Committee many deplorable and most melancholy

facts, which affection for my father, and delicacy,

* His Royal Highness here suggests, that the Ministers were no

longer possessed of lawful powers; so that the country was not only

(according to his Royal fighness) without a king, but an authorised

executive government of any kind !
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have hitherto prevented my expatiating upon. The

fact is unfortunately now but too clearly established

of the malady of our most gracious Sovereign. You

have likewise tle evidence of the physicians as to

the positive certainty of no personal communication

between the Sovereign and his Ministers during that

period. You also possess the knowledge, that every

individual of the royal family has been kept from the

presence of the King. Can you then for a moment

conceive, either that his Majesty has a free will of

his own, or any will. ¢ Can you allow your-

selves to be told tha pain perfectly easy

on the state of affa sty’s late Ministers

have executed eve: expediency which

the pressure of the i, and which they

would have advised « y have been admitted

to the Sovercign? justification of their

conduct? How cay ips know whether

his Majesty would — él of the advice of

these Ministers, or vu anderstand anything

of the constitution of my country, the Ministers of

the Sovereign are a set of men whom the King calls

to his councils, and therefore are they styled his

confidential servants. They are to take the pleasure

of their Sovereign, to advise him upon all matters

wherein the welfare and interests of his people are

concerned, to the best of their knowledge and judg-

ment, for which they are responsible to Parliament.

In consequence of their representations, his Majesty

commands them how to act; and for the execution

of these royal commands, they are equally amenable

to the grand tribunal of the empire. Now then, dare

od
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those Ministers assert that they have acted as they

would have advised their royal master, whom they

have not seen for these last eight weeks, with whom

they have had no personal communication, who has

no free will of his own, and who is separated from all

the tenderest ties of nature? My Lords, if these

late courageous Ministers have acted, they have

usurped a power which they have no right to

exercise. If they have been frightened—if they have

hesitated—if they have stumbled, and not acted,—

why then, my Lords, theyeere ccnally treasonable for

allowing the mag ty to be suspended

for such a length h is a situation the

constitution can nd, of course, can

never acknowledge s the most dreadful,

the most deadly, t} on has ever received

since the period of. i

““My Lords, t

never dies; he «

sole corporation; he

éal immortality. In

attempting, therefore rnetion of this grand

constitutional principle, these late Ministers of his

Majesty have committed a regicide act against the

magistracy of royalty. I cannot separate for a

moment the welfare of the Constitution from the

welfare of the King. They are so closely united, and

so intimately connected, that whatever concerns the

one affects the other. I presume, therefore, by the

measures his Majesty’s late Ministers have been pur-

suing, the constitution is in danger; my futher and

Sovereign must stand in the same perilous situation.

It is by maintaining such doctrines, that I am fight-

ing for the preservation of the monarchical constitu-
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tion, and watching the interests of the Crown with

warmer zeal, truer disinterestedness, and greater

activity, than ever the King’s confidentiab servant

can claim or pretend to. By the conduct these

Ministers have all along observed, they seem to me to

have made a shield of the Sovereign, instead of being

the constitutional shield of their royal master. They

scem to me as if they were cndeavonring to take

advantage of the conjuncture to depress the Crown, to

render it as much precarious and elective as they

can, and to raise the of themselves upon the

ruins of monarch) fates proceed by bill

they assume to leg ne intervention of

the royal authorisy Aution of the consti-

tution, Besides, if yovced by a pretended.

act of the legislata: im to elect the person

who, for a time, > the magistracy of

royalty; and if it t the two Houses

may thus elect the fall for a time exer-

cise the magistraey it will be difficult to

resist that claim afterwards, at a future period,

to elect a person who shall permanently exercise

that royal authority. My Lords, I hear of restric-

tions on the regency. I say, my Lords, these restric-

tions cannot, must not be! If yon feel the necessity

of a regent, he must have full powers, and not be the

very mummery or mockery of royalty, which is the

system Ministers are anxious to adopt. He must be

an efficient magistrate, with those prerogatives which

the common law of England assigns to a king, and

which the people of the United Kingdom have a right

todemand. From a variety of causes, my Lords, I, up-
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wards of eighteen years, happened to be abroad during

the progress of an awful and calamitous revolution

on the Continent. Wherever J flew from this Hydra,

it followed me. I watched as much as I could the

rapid strides it was making over the whole of Europe;

and my observations have invariably been, that the

constant and successful forerunner of the downfall of

every government was, either the bringing the

magistracy of royalty into suspense or disrepute, or

the inflaming, injuring, and prejudicing the minds of

the people against the eign and his heirs.

God forbid, my Log d ever foretel such

a calamity to my @ iy Lords, I hold it

as a most sacred “you of the dangers

which surround you’ ment. We have an

excellent constitution the basis of a glori-

ous revolution, fort ence, and beautified

by time and cool ; masterly are the

three component ¢ ed, that whatever

should be an enerd n one of the three

branches, would carry with it the downfall of the two

others; and thus the entire destruction of this won-

derful fabric, the sublimest proof of the mercy of

Providence, and the noblest specimen of the wisdom

of man, would inevitably ensue. Feeling as I do at

this moment, my Lords, I cannot conclude otherwise

than by imploring your Lordships to pay your most

serious attention to a subject in which the vital parts

of our constitution are concerned; and in quoting

the words of a late and learned Lord, who filled the

woolsack at the former and similar momentous period

of 1788‘ May God forget me, if I forget my king!’
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~-And to which pious and fervent ejaculation I must

farther add, with equal devotion—May God forget

me, if I forget the constitution of this country !—that

constitution which placed my family on the throne

of these realms; that constitution which has been

long our pride and the envy of all surrounding

nations, and for the want. of which blessing they have

all been confounded into one horrible mass of anarchy,

ruin, and despair, while we stand secure from revolu-

tions, firm us a rock, as a great beacon of civil, con-

stitutional, and religions ty, in the midst of a

subjugated and that constitution

for which my fant themselves to live

and die!”

The Duke of ¥: o the same purport.

“ET should readily } : 4" he said, “for a

farther adjournmen een proposed by those

who have been in ¢ {his Majesty’s con-

fidence, and to whé edit for a disposition

not to run too gre imaurring any serious

embarrassment to the state, by postponing to too late

a period the consideration of measures which must

under the continuance of these melancholy cireum-

stances, ultimately become necessary. But I object

to the mede which they now propose, and the prin-

ciple upon which it is proposed. I deny the autho-

rity — the validity of the principle by which two

estates of the real can substitute a phantom for

the prescribed reality, and assume to themselves a

power of establishing an act, for which, by the prin-

ciples and acknowledged forms of the constitution, the

sanction of the third, still existing, although actually

VOL. HI. N
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dormant, is particularly required. I therefore adhere

to the mode of address, which is not liable to the

same objections; and for the proposed restrictions, I

consider them as not less dangerous in principle than

in precedent. These are not times when the execu-

tive power, already subject to difficulties from its

temporary nature, (and temporary, I trust in God, it

will prove,) should be still farther embarrassed and

weakened by restrictions, which are not less unbe-

coming than they would prove unnecessary.”

The House of Le ithetanding, adopted the

democratic course by the Cabinet, by a

majority of one nty-four. All the

royal dukes were i

After a great d

Prince of Wales wa

limitations similar

Highness in 1788

ing controversy the

ed Regent, subject to

osed upon his Royal

ter the resolutions

of the two Houses sicated to the Regent,

his Royal Highness ¢ « following note to

the head of the administration :-—

“ Carlton House, Feb. 4, 1811.

“The Prince of Wales considers the moment to

arrive which calls for his decision with respect

to the persons to be employed by him, in the admi-

nistration of the executive government of the coun-

try, according to the powers vested in him by the

bill passed by the two Houses of Parliament, and now

on the point of receiving the sanction of the great

seal.

* The Prince feels it incumbent upon him, at this
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precise juncture, to communicate to Mr. Perceval

his intention not to remove from their stations those

whom he finds there as his Majesty’s official servants.

At the same time the Prince owes it to the truth

and sincerity of character which, he trusts, will

appear in every action of his life, in whatever situa-

tion placed, explicitly to declare, that the irresistible

impulse of filial duty and affection to his beloved

and afflicted Father leads him to dread that any

act of the Regent might, in the smallest degree,

have the effect of tnteg with the progress of

his Sovereigi’s ree

“This considerat

communicated to M

“Waving thus pe

duty, from a just se

consistency and hor

that among the m

his Majesty’s restora fth, and to the per-

sonal exercise of hi rections, it will not,

in the Prince’s estimation, be the least, that that

most fortunate event will at once rescue him from

a situation of unexampled embarrassment, and put

an end to a state of affairs, ill-calculated, he fears,

to sustain the interests of the United Kingdom in

this awful and perilous crisis, and most difficult to

be reconciled to the genuine principles of the Brit-

ish constitution.”

23 the decision now

act of indispensable

t is due to his own

s has only to add,

0 be derived from
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MR. PERCEVAL’S REPLY.

* Downing Street, 31st March, 1812.

“Mr. Perceval presents his humble duty to

your Royal Ilighness and has the honour to ac-

knowledge the receipt of your Royal Highness’s

letter of last night, which reached him this morn-

ing.

“Mr. Perceval feels it his duty to express his

humble thanks te al Highness, for the

frankness with whi Highness has con-

descended explicit! ficate the motives

which have induces ighness to honour

his colleagues and — ‘your commands for

the continuance of ces In the stations

intrusted to them And Mr. Perceval

begs leave to asatz : Highness that in

the expression of y Nighness’s sentiments

of filial and loyal « eatcte the King, and of

anxiety for the restoration of his Majesty’s health,

Mr, Perceval can see nothing but additional mo-

tives for their most anxious exertions to give satis-

faction to your Royal Highness, in the only man-

ner in which it can be given, by endeavouring to

promote your Royal Highness’s views for the se-

curity and happiness of the country.

“Mr. Perceval has never failed to regret the

impression of your Royal Highness, with regard to

the provisions of the Regency Bill, which Is Ma-

jesty’s servants felt it to be their duty to recom-

mend to Parliament. But he ventures to submit

cy
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to your Royal Highness, that, whatever difficulties

the present awful crisis of the country and the world

may create in the administration of the executive

government, your Royal Highness will not find them

in any degree increased by the temporary suspen-

sion of the exercise of those branches of the royal

prerogative which has been introduced by Par-

liament, in conformity to what was intended on a

former similar oceasion; and that whatever ministers

your Royal Highness might think proper to em-

ploy, would find jn th: support and counte-

nance which, as long “yonoured with your

Royal Hivlness’s would feel con~

fident they would « Roy, ample and suf-

ficient means to enat yal Tlighness eflect-

ually to maintain the important interests

of the United Kingda

“ And Mr. Pere ats, that whatever

doubts your Royal say entertain with

respect to the constibebion: spriety of the mea-

sures which have been adopted, your Royal Highness

will feel assured that they could not have been

recommended by his Majesty’s servants, nor sanc-

tioned by Parliament, but upon the sincere, though

possibly erroneous, conviction, that they in no de-

gree trenched upon the true principles and spirit

of the constitution.

“Mr. Perceval feels it his duty to add, that he

holds himself in readiness, at any moment, to wait

upon your Royal Tighness, and to receive any com-

mands with which your Royal Ifighness may be gra-

ciously pleased to honour him.”
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No change occurred in the situation of Ministers

during the year 1811. Early in the new year his

Royal Highness the [Prince Regent addressed the

following letter to the Duke of York.

“Carlton House, Feb, 13, 1812.

“MY DEAREST BRoriier,

‘As the restrictions on the exercise of the

royal authority will shortly expire, when J must

make my arrangements for the future administra-

tion of the powers with which I am invested, I

think it right to commamieate to you those senti-

ments which I wa pil expressing at an

earlier period of my earnest desire

that the expected ug affairs of Ireland

might undergo the iscussion of Parlia-

ment, unmixed with consideration.

“T think it barg ‘y to call your recol-

lection to the reed es under which I

assumed the auth to me by Parlia-

ment. At a mower mpled difficulty and

danger, I was cailed upon to make a selection of per-

sons to whom I should entrust the functions of the exe-

cutive government. My sense of duty to our Royal

father solely decided that choice, and every private

feeling gave way to considerations which admitted

of no doubt or hesitation. I trust I acted in that

respect as the genuine representative of the august

person whose functions I was appointed to dis-

charge; and I have the satisfaction of knowing

that such was the opinion of persons for whose

judgment and honourable principles I entertain the

highest respect. In various instances, as you well
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know, where the law of the last session Jeft me at

full liberty, I waived any personal gratification, in

order that his Majesty might resume, on his restora-

tion to health, every power and prerogative belonging

to his Crown. I certainly am the last person in the

kingdom to whom it can be permitted to despair

of our Royal father’s recovery,

A new era is now arrived, and I cannot but

reflect with satisfaction on the events which have dis-

tinguished the short per iod of my restricted regency.

Instead of sufferin; ss_of any possessions,

by the gigantic £ been employed

against them, Gre : added most im-

portant acquisitions re, The national

faith has been preservt towards our allies;

and if character is. stt ; applied to a nation,

the inercased and } vtation of his Ma-

jesty’s arms will sh is of the Continent

how much they may “when animated by a

glorious spirit of res orelgn yoke, In the

critical situation of the war in the Peninsula, I shall

be most anxious to avoid any measure which can

lead my allies to suppose that I mean to depart

from the present system. Perseverance alone can

achieve the great object in question; and I cannot

withhold my approbation from those who have hon-

ourably distinguished themselves in the support of

it. 1 have no predilections to indulge—no resent-

ments to gratify —no objects to attain, but such as are

common to the whole empire. If such is the leading

principle of my conduct-—and | can appeal to the past

in evidence of what the future will be—I flatter myself
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I shall meet with the support of Parliament and of a

candid and enlightened nation.

“Having made this. communication of my senti-

ments in this new and extraordinary crisis of our

affairs, [ cannot conclude without expressing the gra-

tification I should feel, if some of those persons with

whom the early habits of my public life were formed,

would strengthen my hands, and constitute a part

of my Government. With such support, and aided

by a vigorous and united Administration, formed

on the most liberal bagiss. 1 shall look with addi-

tional confidence . issue of the most

arduous contest % Britain was ever

engaged. You » communicate these

sentiments to Teoré I have no doubt,

will make them & ord Grenville.* JT am

always, dearest Fri: affectionate brother,

(fi * Grorce P. R.”

* LIST O} JENISTERS,

Caninet Minisvens.

Earl Camden. - . Lord President of the Council.

Lord Eldon . . . Lord High Chancellor.

Earl of Westmoreland . Lord Privy Scal,

First Lord of the Treasury (Prime Minis-

Right Hon. Speneer Feree- ter), Chancellor and Under Treasurer of

val . . : . the Exchequer, also Chanecilor of the

Duchy of Lancaster.

Right Hon. Charles Yorke. First Lord of the Admiralty,

Lord Mulgrave . . . Master-General of the Ordnance,

; Secretary of State for the Home Depart-
Right Hon, Richard Ryder { ont ¥ ne spar

Marquess Wellesley . . Secretary of State tor Foreign Affairs.
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Lords Grey and Grenville respectfully but firmly

declined the Regent’s overtures. ‘“ We must,” they

remark in their reply to the Duke of York, ‘“ express

without reserve the impossibility of our uniting with

the present Government. Our differences of opinion

are too many and too important to admit of such

an union,”

—— Scerctary of State for the Department of
Earl of Liverpool { yore }

War and the Colonies,

Nor i

| « Board of Control for the
Viscount Metville ees

# the Board of Trade,

ol the Navy,

UY,

Right Hon, George Rose

Viscount Palinerston .

Lord Charles Somerset

Right Hon. Charles Long .

Earl of Chichester

Earl of Sandwich

Richard Wharton, Esq,

Charles Arbuthnat, Hyq.

srere-General of the Forces.

ers-General.

Treasury.

Sir William Grant. . tolls,

Sir Vieury Gibbs ATER yee rab

Sir Thomas Plumer . . Solicitor-General,

Pinsons in toe Minisrey or Irenanp.

Duke of Rielanond — . . Lord-Tacutenant.

Lord Manners. . ~ Lord Wigh Chancellor,

Right Ton. Wai. Wellesley , Chief Seerctary and Chancellor of the

Pole. : . Exchequer.
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CHAPTER IX.

Adverse Circumstances of Wellington in the Peninsula, — Difleulties

whieh he had to bear up against Exertions of the Minister for

Foreign Affairs to sustain the Army in Portugal —Marquess Welles-

ley convineed that the Prosecution of the War was the only meaus of

checking Buonaparte.—Exertion of his Personal Influence,—-Popular

Clamour against the Farsley the Army in Portugal and Spain.

—Common Council of lok.peay the King to Institute

an Inquiry into Wellii ndeney of the Country.

—Union of Buonaparts usirin.—Energetie Appeal

of the Marquess Welles i behalf of Spainu.—Lord

Liverpool asks the Gv desirable to withdraw from

the Contest ?°—Wellingt The War would be trans-

ferred to our own Shoves.”: he Feeling on the Destrue-

tion of Massena’s Army, ¢ of the Freneh from Portu-

gal.—Enthusiasm of ¢ jon at the Exploits of

the Army under Well : of Marquess Wellesley

with Mr. Wilberforce on panish Slave-trade,

Arter the retreat from Talavera, in the year 1809,

and all through the eventful year of 1810, the

British army had to endure hardships and privations

of no ordinary character,-and what was in the

estimation of soldiers far worse, they had to bear up

against the taunts and misrepresentations of the timid,

the discontented, and the malevolent, who interpreted

the magnanimous caution of their General into cow-

ardice; they had, at the sume time, to contend against

the clamour of those who, unable to comprehend the

masterly plans of Wellington, demanded the recall

of the troops from Spain and Portugal. A soldier of
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less fortitude, powers of endurance, and cool, intelli-

gent self-reliance, would have given way under such

adverse circumstances. An overwhelming force was

arrayed against him, his allies were crushed, the Go-

vernments of Spain and Portugal were capable of af-

fording neither adequate supplics nor efficient codpera-

tion, and the means at his own disposal were limited.

But if the British General had difficulty in main-

taining his ground in the Peninsula, the difficulties

of the Minister of Foreign Affairs, who exerted him-

self to sustain him the re not less formidable.

The cost of thes Lord Wellington

commanded in Pet ‘L to 230,0002 a

month; and in the who measured the

policy and strategy o eys by the standard

of their predecessor cnilture was hope-

Jessly squandered o icable object! The

Marquess Wellesley thoroughly con-

vineced that the stes of the war in the

Peninsula would eventaghiyebying: down Buonaparte,—

“he” (to quote the words of Grattan) “ who said,

‘TY will be like the Most High’—he who smote the

nations with a continual stroke—this short-lived son

of morning, Lucifer.” His Lordship paleed such

unwavering confidence in the military talents

of the hero whose fame he had cradled, and whose

prowess lhe had scen at Assaye, and the fields of

Mysore and the Decean, that he never for a mo-

ment faltered. It is morally certain, that had not

Wellington, in the year L810, been sustained by

the personal influence and prestige of the ex-Go-

vernor-General of India, who had so effectually era-
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dicated the French from Hindostan, and crushed

some of the most dangerous cnemies of the English

name in the East, he would have been compelled

to quit the country, which afterwards witnessed so

many of his triumphs, and resounded so loudly with

his praises!

The Common Council of the City of London not

only petitioned Parliament against granting a pension

to Lord Wellington for his conduct in the battle of
Talavera, but prayed the King for ‘an inquiry into the

the failure of the late

” The sentiments

srd a faithfal index

<ingdom in 1810 :—

Acitish valour, and a

ke the preceding one,

ty in a precipitate

ve were told had

ny thousands of our

wounded countryri« nds of the French.

That calamity, like the others, had passed without any

inquiry, and, as if their long-experienced impunity

had put the servants of the Crown above the reach

of justice, Ministers have actually gone the length of

advising your Majesty to confer honourable distinc-

tions on a General who has thus exhibited, with equal

rashness and ostentation, nothing but a useless valour.”

In both Houses of Parliament the policy of maintain-

ing an army in the Peninsula was frequently and

vehemently assailed; and upon several occasions the
Marquess Wellesley warmly vindicated his brother

and the operations which the General was conducting

circumstances connecte

expedition into the #

of the citizens of

to the prevalent fed

“ After a uscless 4

frightful carnage, thi’

was compelled te

flight, before an

been conquered—:
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in Portugal. In a debate in the Jfouse of Lords,

June 1810. his Lordship made the following appeal

to the fuclings of the House in favour of Spain :—

“The struggle in which Spain is now engaged

is not merely a Spanish struggle: no my Lords; in

that struggle are corimittcd the best, the very vital

interests of England. With the fate of Spain, the fate

of England is now inseparably blended. Should we

not therefore stand by her to the last? For my part,

my Lords, as an adviser to the Crown, I shall not

tc svereign to continue to

fit, of her existence.

Spain appears to

we should, on the

is care over her at

nations, and above

» apparent symptoms

of new life, and

cease tu recommend

assist Spain to thes

It should not dishe

be in the very crisi

contrary, extend «

a moment so critiaa

all in Spain, how of,

of dissolution bec

of renovated vigor Y would cling to

Spain in her last st serutere T would watch

her last agonies, 1 would wash and heal her wounds,

I would receive her parting breath, | would catch

and cherish the last vital spark of her expiring

patriotism. Nor let this be deemed a mere office

of pious charity, nor an exaggerated representation

of my feclings, nor an over-charged picture of the

circumstances that call them forth. In the cause of

Spain, the cause of honour and of interest is equally

involyed and inseparably allied; it is a cause in

favour of which the finest feelings of the heart unite

with the soundest dictates of the understanding.”

“The state of opinion,” writes Lord Wellington, in

a
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one of his dispatches, dated 21st April, 1810, “is very

unfavourable to the Peninsula. The Ministers are

as much alarmed as the public, or as the Opposition

pretend to be; and they appear to be of opinion that

I am inclined to fight a desperate battle, which is

to answer no purpose. Their instructions are clear

enough, and I am willing to act under them, though

they throw upon me the whole responsibility of bring-

ing away the army in safety, after staying in the

Peninsula till it shall be necessary to evacuate it.”

Indeed, the Earl of went so far as to pro-

pose to the Gener: aot It were prudent

for him to return® Howing was Lord

Wellington’s remark:

“From what fb

French Government,

accomplish them, £ i

army were, for 2

Peninsula, and the

f the objects of the

serifices they make to

bt that if the British

¢hdrawn from the

nment were relieved

from the pressure of 2 erations on the Con-

tinent, they would 1 incur all risks to land an army in
his Majesty’s dominions: then, indeed, would com-

mence an expensive contest; then would his Majesty’s

subjects discover what are the miseries of war,—of

which, by the blessing of God, they have hitherto

had no knowledge; and the cultivation, the beauty,

and prosperity of the country, and the virtue and

happiness of its inhabitants, would be destroyed,

whatever might be the result of military operations.

God forbid that I should be a witness, much less an

actor, in the scene! and I only hope that the King’s

Government will consider well what 1 have above
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stated to your Lordship,—-will ascertain, as it is in

their power, the actual expenses of employing a

certain number of men in this country, beyond that

of employing them at home or elsewhere, and will

keep up their force here on such a footing as will, at

aul events, secure their possession, without keeping the

transports, if it does not cnable their commander to

take advantage of events, and assume the offensive.”

But a change came o’er the spirit. of England, when

Massena’s host of 80,000 men was seen melting away

like snow before the By ines at Torres Vedras!

When the nation sg¥.4¥ am.at the head of his

gallant little band® , descending from

the heights, and d: ach at the point of

the bayonet out of f ‘iz rapture and exul-

tation was only qu: heir regret at the in-

justice of their prey fact to their gallant

brethren in the Pe courage and skill

they had so undé *Busaco,” “ Ciudad

* Tn the Wedéz, writicn |

oceur:—

isL2, the following lines

“ Hail, spirit-stirring Waltz ! beneath whose banners

A modern hero fought for modish manners

On Flounslow’s Heath, to rival Wellesley’s fame ;

Coek’d—fired—-and miss’ his tman—but gain’ his aim.”

The noble poet adds in a note, “To rival Tord Wellesley’s or his

nephew's, as the reader pleases ; the one gained a pretty woman, whom

he deserved by fighting for; and the other has been fighting im the

Peninsula mans along day ‘hy Shrewsbury clock’ without gaining any-

thing in that country but the title of ‘the great lord? and ‘the lord’ &e,”

i have not been able to find any record of a ducl in which the

Marquess Wellesley was concerned ; though his Lordship, in his early

youth, was on the verge of one. Byron evidently wrote in haste, and pro-

bably intended to refer to the celebrated ducl on the 30th of May, 1809,

between Lord Paget and Captain Cadogan respecting Lady Charlotte
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Rodrigo,” *Badajos,” and “Salamanca,” became names

that excited enthusiasm, — watch-words that pre-

saged victory; and St. Sebastian, Pampeluna, and

the bloody field of Vittoria, successively reproached

those who had forcboded nothing but defeat, disaster,

and disgrace !

The following is an extract from the diary of Mr.

Wilberforce, respecting the Spanish slave-trade :—

“ Marquess Wellesley called and sat with me, and

walked in the verandah. three-quarters of an hour,

talking about Abolifvin: ‘tm, Spain.” After a

visit to Lord Wel erforce says, “TI

have been to call on ak his good offices

for the cause of Abe in, The men whom

> to South America,he will see will prob:

and there leaven £ .*T am very much

obliged to you for ons respecting the

possible interpreta. vth article,” Lord

ig time. “I shallWellesley replicd te

nivite the Portugueseinstruet Lord Strangford? to*

Government to a formal renunciation of any eventual

rights which this article might be construed to es-

tablish to a Portuguese slave-trade on any part of

the African coast which is not now in the actual

possession of Portugal.”

Wellesley, for whose seduction the Hon. TWenry Wellesley recovered

from Lord Paget twenty thousand pounds damages The poet, it will be

observed, deseribed the hero of the Peninsula as the nephew, instead of

the brother, of the Marquess Wellesley ; and Gord Byron participated in

the vulgar hostility then prevalent against the maintenance of the con-

test in Spain aud Portugal,—against which the noble Marquess found it

necessary so often to combat xo energetically in the Mouse of Peers.
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CHAPTER X.

Letter of the Marquess Wellesley tu A.J. Koster, Esq., British Envoy
in the United States of America, Reviewing the Controversy between

that Country and England, arising out af the Berlin Deerecs, the

British Orders in Council, and the Blockade of May, 1806,—Fresh

Propositions to America, and Docluyation of the Law of Nations and

the Maritime Rights of é k

closed in the Letter :

Effects of War upon C

Freedom of America fr

dens, the inevitable Res

between England and Aim:

rks on the Facts dis-

Jesley to Mr Foster, —

af Cultivating Peace.—

debts, and Grievous Bur-

ce of preserving Peace

THE MARQUESS ¥ MR. FOSTER.

ive, April 10th, 1811.

“Str,

“The correspon xuments to which

you have had access, respecting the several orders

passed in Council for the regulation of commerce,

in consequence of the hostile decrees of France, will

have apprised yon of the general nature of that

system of defence to which his Majesty was com-

pelled to resort for the purpose of protecting the

niaritime rights and interests of his dominions

against the new description of warfare adopted by

the enemy.

“ But as the question now at issue between Great

Britain, Franee, and America on this important point

will require you to enter into the fullest explana-

VOL, HI. 0
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tions with the Government of the United States,

his Royal Highness the Prince Regent, acting in

the name and on the bebalf of his Majesty, has com-

manded me to direct your attention in a more par-

ticular manner to the principles on which the orders

in council were originally founded; to the actual

state of the question now depending between this

Government and the United States, with relation to

the repeal of the orders in council; and to the

conduct which you are to observe in your inter-

course with the Arner ernment on this sub-

ject.

“ The Decree

an act of war, by

tions from trade o

under peril of confis

chandize; although
oo

imposing an actus

OY

rectly and expressly

« prohibited all na-

with Great Britain,

‘heir ships and mer-

1 not the means of

any degree adequate

to such a purpe: ediate and professed

object of this decre heedesteuction of all Bri-

tish commerce, through means entirely unauthorized

by the Jaw of nations, and unauthorized by any

received doctrine of legitimate blockade.

“This violation of the established law of civil-

ized nations in war, would have justified Great Bri-

tain in retaliating upon the enemy by a similar

interdiction of all commerce with France, and with

such other countries as might codperate with France

in her system of commercial hostility agaist Great

Britain.

“The object of Great Britain was not the destruc-

tion of trade but its preservation, under such re-
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guations as might be compatible with her own

security, at the same time that she extended an

indulgence to foreign commerce, which strict prin-

ciple would have entitled her to withhold. The re-

taliation of Great Britain, therefore, was urged to the

full extent of her right. Our prohibition of French

trade was not absolute, but modified; and in return

for the absolute prohibition of all trade with Great

Britain, we prohibited not all commerce with France,

but all such commerce with France as should

not be carried on thr Gveat Britain. It was

evident that this _ewreve prejudicial to

neutral nations: t! foreseen and deeply

regretted. But the ntral nations arose

from the ageressior vhich had compelled

Great Britain, in hex new, to resort to ade-

quate retaliatory 3 swar. The operation

on the American tho se precautions

which the conduet of ren dered indispens-

able to our security, SEELGPe Ho he g seribed to

the uwarrantable aggression of France, and not to

those proceedings on the part of Great Britain,

which that aggression had render oq necessary and

just.

“From this view of the origit of the orders

council, you will perceive that the object of ov?

system was not to crush the tr ade of the Continent

but to counteract an attempt to crush the British trad >

that we have endeavoured to permit the Contineat
to receive as large a portior of te commerce as might

be practicable through Gre 4 Britain; an -d that all

our subsequent regulations and every modin ation

Se

ne

in

oD
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of the system by new orders or modes of granting

or withholding licences, have been calculated for the

purpose of encouraging the trade of neutrals through

Great Britain, whenever such encouragement might

appear advantageous to the general interests of com-

merce and consistent with the public safety of the

nation,—the preservation of which is the primary

object of all national councils and the paramount

duty of executive power.

“Tn every discussion which has taken place we

have rested the justi f our orders in council,

and the continuanes item: of defence, upon

the existence of the in and Milan, and

upon the persevera “ny in the system

of hostility which has the rights of neutral

commerce on the We have, therefore,

uniformly declared t, ver France shall have

effectually rejicaled, Berlin and Milan,

and shall have ested smmmerce to the con-

dition in which it

gation of these decrees, we shall immediately repeal

our orders in council.

“Tp contradiction to the statement on which we

have founded the justification of our orders in coun-

cil France has asserted that the Decree of Berlin was

ameasuré of Just retaliation on her part, occasioned

by our previous aggre ssion; and the French Govern-

um ent has insisted thatour system of blockade, as it

extisted previously to the Deeree of Berlin, was a

manifest violation -f received law of nations.

‘In orderto understand the purport of this alle-

gation itig necessaryto refer to the articles of the
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Decree of Berlin, in which are specified the principles

of our system of blockade, which France considers

to be new and contrary to the law of nations.

“In the 4th and &th articles it is stated, as a jus-

tification of the French decree, that ‘Great Britain

extends to unfortified towns and commercial ports,

to harbours and to the mouths of rivers, their rights

of blockade, which by reason and by the usage of

nations ure applicable only to fortified places, and

that the rights of blockade ought to be limited to

fortresses really invested, ficient force.

“Jt is added insthe articles, that Great

Britain has declared Ka state of block-

ade before which ingle ship of war,

and even places whié : British foree would

be insufficient to bloc! ire coasts and a whole

empire. Neither the et Great Britain nor

the law of nations hi sed the rule here

laid down by France} socs excepting fort-

regses in a complete : gtitare, can be deemed

lawfully blockaded by ‘s ‘such a rule were to

be admitted, it would become nearly impracticable for

Great. Britain to attempt the blockade of any port of

the Continent; and our submission to this perversion

of the law of nations, while it would destroy one of

the principal advantages of our naval superiority,

would sacrifice the common rights and interests of

all maritime states.

“Tn objecting to the practice of Great Britain tn

the exercise of the rights of blockade, the Decree

of Berlin imputes to us principles which we have

never asserted, nor attempted to carry into effect,
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The decree does not distinctly specify the particular

blockade which France deems exceptionable; but it

was evident that the blockade of May 1806 was the

principal pretended justification of the Decree of

Berlin, although neither the principles on which

that blockade was founded, nor its practical operation,

afforded any colour for the proceedings of France.

‘“In point of date the blockade of May 1806 pre-

ceded the Berlin Decree, but it was a just and legal

blockade, according to the established law of nations,

be niaintained and was

‘Nate force, appointed

n the notification,

ockade.

tempted to dispute

‘ the law of nations,

valid, unless it be

leatined to maintain

sels attempting to

because it was intended

actually maintaine

to guard the whole

and consequently ¢

“Great Britain

that in the ordinar

no blockade can he

supported by an ac

it, and to expose tk

evade its operation.

‘The blockade of TM was notified by Mr.

Secretary Fox, on this clear principle; nor was that

blockade announced until he had satisfied himself by

communication with the Admiralty, that the Ad-

miralty possessed the means and would employ them,

of watching the whole coast from Brest to the Elbe,

and of effectually enforcing the blockade.

“The blockade of May 1806 was therefore (ac-

cording to the doctrine maintained by Great Britain)

just and lawful in its origin, becanse it was sup-

ported, both in intention and in fact, by an adequate

naval force. ‘This was the justification of that
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blockade, uutil the period of time when the orders

in council were issued.

The orders in council were founded on a distinct.

principle, that of defensive retaliation; France had

declared a blockade of all the ports and coasts of

Great Britain and her dependencies, without assigning

or being able to assign any force to support that

blockade. Such an act of the enemy would have

Justified a declaration of the blockade of the whole

coast of France, even without the application of

any particular foree te erviee, Since the pro-

mulgation of the ox el, the blockade of

May 1806 has bee extended by the

more comprehensive ’ defensive retalia-

tion on which those s are founded; but

if the orders in dd be abrogated, the

blockade of May i8¢ iteeontinne, under our

construction of th tions, unless that

blockade should be * a due application

of an adequate naval

“America appears to concur with France in

asserting that Great Britain was the original aggres-

sor in the attack on neutral rights, and has par-

ticularly objected to the blockade of May 1806, as an

obvions instance of that ageression on the part of

Great Britain.

“ Although the doctrines of the Berlin Decree,

respecting the rights of blockade, are not directly

asserted by the American Government, Mr. Pinkney’s

correspondence would appear to countenance the

principle on which those doctrines are founded: the

objection directly stated by Americans against the



200 LIFE AND CORRESPONDENCE OF

blockade of 1806 rests on a supposition that no

naval force which Great Britain possessed, or could

have employed for such a purpose, could have ren-

dered that blockade effectual; and that therefore

it was necessarily irregular, and could not possibly be

maintained in conformity to the law of nations.

“Reviewing the course of this statement, it will

appear that the blockade of May 1806 cannot be

deemed contrary to the law of nations, either under

the objections urged by the French, or under those

declared or insinuat ae AA rican Government,

because the block: ined by a sufficient

naval force; that Berlin was not

therefore Justified ¢ the pretext alleged

by France, or und pperted by America;

that the orders in co > founded on a just

principle of defensi uwainst the viola-

tion of the law of ritted by France

in the Decree of | + blockade of May

1806 is now inclu: ‘e extensive opera-

tions of the orders in council; and lastly, that

the orders in council will not be continued beyond

the effectual duration of the hostile decrees of

France; nor will the blockade of May 1806 con-

tinue after the repeal of the orders in council,

unless we shall think fit to sustain it by the special

application of a sufficient naval force: this fact will

not be suffered to remain in doubt; and if the

repeal of the orders in council should take place,

the intentions of this Government respecting the

blockade of May 1806, will be notified at the same

time.

B
ee

x

4
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“ Having thus explained the original foundation of

the orders in council, it is now my duty to direct

your attention to the actual state of the question now

depending between this Government and the United

States with relation to the repeal of the orders in

council.

“In the letter from the French Minister, for

Foreign Affairs to the American Minister at Paris,

dated the 5th of August, 1510, France announced the

repeal of the Decrees of Berlin and Milan in terms of

studied ambiguity ; whic fever, has since been fully

explained by the « age of the French

Government. The f the United States

appears to have rench letter of the

5th of August, 18% jorence exclusively to

that part of the 1 bh states ‘the hostile

decrees are repealed he repeal is to take

effect on the Ist of ’,” without advert-

ing to the conditint dich accompany that

declaration.

“The American Government has therefore viewed

the letter as an unconditional and unqualified revoca-

tion of the Decrees of Berlin and Milan, and has re-

quired us, under our uniform declarations, to revoke

our orders in council, und has added a demand for the

awunulment of the blockude of the 6th of May, 1806.

“But the French letter of the 5th of August

announced, not an immediate or absolute, but a

prospective and conditional repeal of the Decrees of

Berlin and Milan, the operation of which repeal was

to have commenced ov the Ist of November, 1810;

on condition either that Great Britain should have
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repealed, by that time, her orders in council, and

should have renounced her principles of blockade, or

on condition (if Great Britain should not have made

these concessions to France) that the Government

of the United States should have opened the trade

with France and should have taken measures for assert-

ing the rights of Aincrica against Great Britain.

“This construction of the letter of the 5th of

August has been confirmed in the most unequivocal

manner, not only by the subsequent conduct of France

towards America, br by the formal and

personal declarati: te himself in his

speech addressed es of the Hanse

Towns on the 20th 11, of which a copy

is annexed to this dis

“It is evident, ¢

Decrees of Berlin an¢

performance of ore

quired from Great

in the event of our 1

exacted from us.

“The condition exacted from us required not

merely that we should repeal our orders in council,

or even that we should annul the blockade of 1810;

but that we should renounce our system and prin-

ciples of blockade, which we contend to be just

and legitimate, recognised by the law of nations

and essential to the security of our maritime rights.

“To this unwarrantable exaction Great Britain

cannot consent to submit; and as we cannot comply

with the condition on which the revocation of the

Berlin and Milan Decrees depends, as far as relates

iat the repeal of the

utingent upon the

ions,—the one re-

her from Amcrica

ting to the condition
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to us, their supposed revocation becomes nugatory,

unless America shall pursue the unjust course of

performing the alternative condition proposed to her

by France, and shall proceed to enforce the sub-

mission of Great Britain to the inordinate demands

of France.

“The Government of America appears to be dis-

posed to adopt this course and to enforce the Non-

Intercourse or the Non-Importation Law against

Great Britain, unless we shall repeal our orders in

council, and shall annuls ade of 1806,

“ In answer to have replied that

France has neithé pealed the hostile

Decrees, nor anne sntion of repealing

them, on the terms: by America to us;

nor is it reasonable te hat France would be
satisfied with an those terms, unless

by the revocation of May 1806, we

signified an intentis tng also our general

system and principh Without a con-

cession to this extent on the part of Great Britain,

no reason exists to justify any other conclusion than

that France would still maintain her decrees without

any relaxution.

“Tn addition to this consideration, it is obvious

that even if the Deerces of Berlin and Milan should

be repealed by France, the subsequent French decrees

(prohibiting not only all commerce in British articles

in every port of the Continent, but all colonial and

neutral trade,) would leave the most pernicious and

destructive parts of the hostile system of France in

full violence.

~
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“The pretext of municipal right, under which the

violence of the enemy is now exercised against neutral

commerce in every part of the Continent, will not be

admitted by Great Britain, nor can we ever deem the

repeal of the French hostile decrees to be effectual

until neutral commerce shall be restored to the con-

dition in which it stood previously to the commence-

ment of the French system of commercial warfare as

promulgated in the decrees to which this dispatch

refers,

“Tn this state t

time when Mr.

proceed in the dis

his own Governme:

“His Royal Hig

name and on the !

me to direct you £

United States at i 0 endeavour, by a

temperate appeal, ¢ yastice of the argu-

ments stated in thigdispateh, and in the corre-

spondence which has passed with Mr. Pinkney.

“Events have indisputably proved that our con-

struction of the nature of the alleged repeal of the

Berlin and Milan Deerces was correct; but the Ame-

rican Government appears to have misunderstood the

real purport of that transaction; and under this

erroneous construction to have induced the subjects of

America to commence a trade with France in the

expectation that Great Britain must have repealed

her orders in council before these commercial adven-

tures could reach France.

“Under these circumstances the condemnation of

ted at the period of

that he conld not



MARQUESS WELLESLEY. 205

vessels (which have sailed from America with the

expectation of finding the orders in council actually

repealed) has been stayed until accurate information

could be obtained, whether the French regulations

had been so effectually and absolutely repealed as to

induce this Government to issue an order for the

release of such vessels.

“ Although we cannot consent to repeal the orders

in council in the present state of the question, this

Government will not condemn the property of mer-

chants which has tx sesedl to capture by the

error of their o iif, as long as any

ng upon America

ca Justice to Great

3

hope can be entertt

to correct that errs

Britain.

“With regard te

gument on that sug

this dispatch.

“Mat blockade te continued after

the repeal of the ord 2 cowncil unless it should

be maintained by an adequate force, actually applied

to support it, according to the law of nations.

* But we cannot consent to connect the revocation

of the blockade of 1806 with the discussion which

has arisen between Great Britain and France, nor to

involve ourselves in any concession which shall im-

pair the maritime rights of this country.

“Upon the whole matter, you will observe that if

America should absolutely enforce her Non-Inter-

course or Non-Importation Act against Great Britain,

and shall open her trade with France, our orders

in council must remain in force, and must operate

ade of 1806, the ar-

‘eady been stated in
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to the interruption of that trade, until France

shall repeal her hostile decrees absolutely and un-

conditionally, and shall restore neutral commerce to

its former state.

‘“‘Fiven in this situation, it is the anxious desire of

his Royal Highness the Prince Regent, in the name

and on the behalf of his Majesty, to avoid a direct

rupture with Amcrica.

‘“‘ But no extremity can induce his Royal Highness

to relinquish the ancient and established rules of

maritime war, the of which is indis-

pensable not only, celal interests but

to the naval stren e national honour

of Great Britain, the rights of all

maritime states, and: neral prosperity of

navigation and comm ughout the civilized

world. Iam, &c.,

“¢ WELLESLEY,”

“A.J, Foster, Esq.”

Tf freedom be the life of trade, commercial liberty

can only live in a state of peace. Peace is the air it

breathes—when it has it not, it dies. The discussions

with America develope one great prominent fact—the

three greatest civilized nations on the globe engaged

in one vast conspiracy against free trade—blockades

non-importation, non-intercourse,—inventing check

upon check, and devising every possible artifice to

fetter industry, and restrain communication between

man and man! The “ general prosperity of naviga-

tion and commerce throughout the civilized world,”

can only be promoted by peace, War, it cannot be
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too often repeated, suspends all commerce, and mul-

tiplies the sorrows and miseries of the human race.

Yet, how impatient men are to rush into war! The

love of gold-lace and searlet, ‘tags, feathers, and

martial foolery,” blind men to the consequences,—to

the evil passions it engenders, the commercial ruin,

the oppressive taxes, and the manifold burdens it

involves.

“No tax-gatherer shall ever enter the house of an

American citizen!” was the declaration of Mr. Jeffer-

son: but the entrance tax-gatherer can only

be prevented by the ance of peace; and

the Americans will’ amable advantage,

freelom from taxa: nt they forget the

wise counsels of the iHustrious founders

of their great republic; cing in war.

Tt is the more nn wake these remarks,

because there arc lay to be found,

on both sides of the hose who would not

regret to sce Lnglaz erica engaged in a

deadly and unnatural quarrel. The English people

at large cherish no feclings of enmity toward their

republican brethren; on the contrary, while they look

with reverence to their own venerable constitution,

which they have inherited from the common ancestors

of both nations, they sincerely admire many of the

free and beneficial institutions of the United States.

A glorious destiny is before the Anglo-Saxon race in

the New World,—if they continue in the paths of

peace, und are careful to regard the rights of neigh-

bouring states by a strict observance of the Jaw of

nations.
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CHAPTER XI.

Marquess Wellesley resolves to retire from the Cabinet.—Difference of

Opinion with his Colleagues respecting the Peninsular War, the Go-

vernment of Ireland, and the Emancipation of the Roman Catholies.---

The Private Sentiments of the King no longer an Obstacle to Emanei-

the Prince Regent —Mr. Perce-

ate Remoyal.—The Regent re-

Foreign Secretary.—The

words Grey and Grenville

delivers his Opinions (a.0.

oos on the lish Church.

jinarandum of Lord Hldon

sioa Union with Marquess

J rand Mr. Canning g refuse

pation.—Tenders his Resign:

val endeavours to pra

quests Lord Welles!

Letter of the Regent t

refuge to take Office. —3

1812) on the Catholis

~~ Assassination of Afr. 7

respecting the Opinions of

Wellesley and Mr, Canin

to compromise their opi

Wortley’s motion fer

mation of an Efficient 3

Wellesley to form a Gas terial Crisis —Negatiations,

— Correspondence betwen BR fasts

also between his Lordship and Mr. Canning, Lord Moira, Earl Grey,
and Lord Grenville.--Failure of the Attempt to form a Government,

——Earl of Liverpool continues in Office.

AT the close of the year 1811 the Marquess

‘Wellesley resolved to retire from the administra-

tion. He objected to the narrow and imperfect scale

on which the efforts in the Peninsula were conducted ;

he had yielded his opinions to his colleagues on

many other important points, and he felt that the

Cabinet possessed neither the ability nor the know-

ledge to devise useful planus, and were deficient in

temper and discernment. To Mr, Perceval’s judg-
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ment he could not pay any deference without in-

jury to the public service. The state of Ireland

and the claims of the Catholics to a participation

in the rights of citizenship, were pow becoming

prominent questions, the private sentiments of the

King being no longer insuperable obstacles to their

discussion. On these points there was no commu-

nity of sentiment between the Forcign Secretary

and the other members of the Government. On

the 16th of January, therefore, the Marquess Wel-

lesley tendered his re to the Prince Regent;

but expressed a 4 ecise time of his

retiremeut from th might be accom-

modated to the p s Royal Ilighness,

and the conveniens uier, as soon as the

restrictions on the Ré d oxpire. Mr, Per-

ceval, it was said, hunself to procure

the Marquess Welle te withdrawal; pro-

posing various pers Regent to supersede

his Lordship. His Rayak ijess, however, pressed

Lord Wellesley to retain his post; but his Lordship

declining to serve wader Mr. Perceval, or compromise

his opinions on the Catholic question, delivered up

the seals on the 19th of February.

While these events were passing, the letter from the

Regent to the Duke of York, already noticed,* was

written. Lords Grey and Grenville declined a june-

tion with the extreme Tories in oflice. Before the

Marquess Wellesley’s retirement from the Foreign

Secretaryship, his Lordship stated his opinions on the

Catholic question with great force in the House of

* Vide page 182.

VOL. Ul. p
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Lords; and in the debate on the motion of the Earl

of Donoughmore, on the 21st of April, in the same

year, the noble Marquess, to quote the words of

the Annual Register, “ again greatly distinguished

himself by the enlarged and statesman-like views

which he gave of the subject.” He argued upon

the impolicy of continuing exclusions which tended

to perpetuate a feeling of hostility to the Protest-

ant Church :—

“J do not wish,” observed the Marquess Welles-

ley, “to speak wit of that Protestant

establishment in | wurity is so readily

believed in this cov ast any reflections

that establishment ;

‘¢ of the Church of

s, consists of bishops

ut clergymen, and

ishes of considera-

; church, or glebe ;

many parishes frequd lidated into one, with

a common church too remote for the parishioners

to resort to. Can a Church so circuinstanced possess

internal strength for its own defence against the

mass of opposition excited against it; and is not

that strength less likely to be increased by arming

itself with violence against the mass of discontent

set in array by the intolerance of the laws en-

acted for its support?”

The assassination of Mr. Perceval in the lobby

of the House of Commons, occurred about three

months after Lord Wellesley’s retirement from the

Cabinet; and the Ministry, deprived of its head by

1G

Treland, in a very

without clergy, «

clergymen. without



MARQUESS WELLESLEY. 211

this tragical incident, seemed utterly unable to con-

duct the affairs of the country. The Earl of Liver-

pool, as ministerial leader, made overtures to the

Marquess Wellesley and Mr. Canning, but, as the

correspondence between their Lordships will show, was

unsuccessful in his attempt to induce these high-

minded statesmen to accept seats in the Cabinet.

Lord Eldon has left us a very interesting memoran-

dum of the opinions of the several members of the

Government at this crisis as to the possibility of

maintaining their gre ithont the assistance of

Lords Grey and { . Mr. Canning and

Marquess Wellesley

“Are you of opi

Wy and CS oti, >

ment ?

Mulgrave.—Ne.

Lord Sid.—Donks

Harrowby.—Not.

Bathurst.-— Dangerar

Buckinghamshire.—Doubtful.

Westmoreland,— Yes.

Camden.—Very doubtful, not desperate.

Castlereagh.—Doubtful to say the least without a

proposition.

Ryder..—Extremely difficult.

Eldon.-—It might.

1. Nobody with Lord W. at the head.

2. [If the P. puts at the head any member of the

and Git out, and

vy on the Crovern-

wnt Country.

* Grey. + Grenville, 9 { Wellesley § Canning, — |] Prinee

Regent,

p2
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present Administration, will the rest support him ?”*

Yes.”

Lord Eldon expressed the opinion, that Welles-

ley and Canning “were so sick of being out,” that

they would readily accede to Lord Liverpool’s pro-

positions and consent to place the Catholic question

in abeyance. The Chancellor, however, had formed

an erroneous estimate of the sentiments and strong

feelings of these distinguished men on that vital

question, They resolved to stand or fall with the

Catholic cause. On. t ot litle Mr. Stuart

Wortley, afterwar &

the Council, late!

presentatives for Y¥¢

the House of Comme

Regent, praying hi

measures as might,

efficient administr

mitted a motion to

dress to the Prince

ighness to take such

wculated to form an

Hilton seconded the

resolution; and ed debate it was

carried by a majori he House thus vir-

tually pronouncing a vote of condemnation on the

Liverpool-Castlereagh Government. The Prince Re-

gent, in answer to the address of the House, re-

plied, ‘IT shall take into my serious and immediate

consideration the address which I received from the

House of Commons.” His Royal Highness forthwith

entered into communication with the Marquess Wel-

lesley, entrusting to his Lordship authority to form

an administration. The steps which the noble Mar-

quess took in his endeavour to give effect to the

Regent’s commands, and the principles on which

* Vide the Life of Lord Chancellor Eldon by Horace Twiss, Esq.
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he intended to constitute a government, are detailed

in the following interesting correspondence.

Papers relative to Lord Liverpool’s proposal to

Lord Wellesley, May 17th, 1812.

No. 1.

Minute of Conversation between Mr. Canning and

Lord Bivenpood dated 17th May, 1812.

iday, May 17th, 1812.

that he was com-

e Prince Regent to

deation :—~

event of Mr. Per-

83 being desirous of

m its present basis,

< it as much as

possible, by associatin i persons in public

life as agreed must sapd generally in the

principles upon which public affairs had been con-
ducted.

“That, with this view, his Royal Highness

naturally looked to Lord Wellesley and to me.

“That he (Lord Liverpool) was authorised to

express the disposition of all his colleagues to act

with Lord Wellesley and me, under an arrange-

ment which might be ut once consistent with their

own honour and duty, and honourable and satisfac-

tory to us.

“ That with respect to Lord Castlereagh, it was

fair that it should be distinctly understood that the

Lord Liverpooi

manded by his Roy:

make to me the folla

“That upon the

ceval’s death, his Roy

continuing his adnii

was desirous also o} my
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situation in which he stands, both in this Government,

and in the House of Commons, was to be preserved

to him,

“That with respect to official arrangements, he

(Lord L.) would not have been the bearer of any

proposition to me, but one which was understood as

comprising my friends. In answer to a question put

by me, Lord L. stated, that his colleagues were

desirous that he should be appointed to the office of

First Lord of the Treasury; and that this desire was

known to the Prince when his Royal High-

ness commanded , “to undertake this

communication,
“Lord Liverps

answer any other in:

or to clear up any

perfectly explained

to receive his con

me, and to defer mrs remark, or giving any

answer whatever, until td have communicated

it to my friends: Lord Liverpool himself undertaking
to see Lord Wellesley.

“JT would only therefore ask—-Whether I was to

consider the opinion and policy of the Government,

as remaining altogether unchanged upon the ques-

tion relating to the laws affecting the Roman

Catholics ?

“Lord Liverpool answered, that his own opinions

upon this subject remained unchanged; and that he was

not aware that those of his colleagues had undergone

any change.

“T then wrote this minute in Lord Liverpool's

he was ready to

eight wish to make;

he might have im-

i thought it better

as he gave it to
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presence, which he then read over, and suggested

such corrections as appeared to him necessary for

making it perfectly accurate,

(Signed) “GEORGE CANNING.”

No. 2.

Minute of Conversation between Lord Wellesley and

Lord Liverpool, V7th of May 1812.

#12, quarter past 5, P.M.

nmediately after

remained with me

after Lord Liver-

y gnnexed paper from

Ys conversation with

as that which is

Mr. Canning. Any

difference which : necessarily from

my questions and chsery , which were made

without knowledge of what passed between Lord

Liverpool and Mr. Canning. After receiving Lord

Liverpool's verbal communication nearly in the

terms stated by Mr. Canning, I inquired, first, what

was to be the policy of Government with relation

to the Roman Catholics? To this question Lord

Liverpool returned the same answer stated in Mr.

Canning’s paper to have been returned to a similar

question.

“Secondly, I observed to Lerd Liverpool, that he

was apprised of my opinion, that our efforts in the

Peninsula had been conducted on an inadequate and

* Apsley 7

“Lord Liverpo

his visit to Mr. ¢

for about half an

pool’s departure, 1 re

Mr. Canning. Lord

me was substantialk

degeribed to have
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imperfect scale, which could not be expected to ac-

complish the ultimate objects of the war in that

quarter; that I had for a long time considered an

extension of our system in the Peninsula to be in-

dispensably necessary, and easily practicable: that I

was aware of the impropriety (in my present situa-

tion) of urging any detailed questions to Lord Liver-

pool on this point; but that I mentioned it now,

because it must form « principal consideration in

my answer to the proposition which he had brought

did not agree in

f the efforts which

Peninsula, which he

ad been possible to

aim any limit to our

what arose out of

4 is, the means of

increasing and syn nies); and that he

had never heard a nian by which those

means might have been carried further, though the

subject had been often most anxiously considered in

my presence; that circumstances had occurred since

my resignation, which did not then exist, and into

the particulars of which it would not be proper for

him to enter at this time, which might enable

Government to extend, to a certain degree, the

military operations in the Peninsula; and the system

of himself and his colleagues would be, as he con-

tended it always had been, to make the greatest

efforts in the cause of the Peninsula, which the re-

sources of the country rendered possible.

my opinion respect

we had hitherto :

had thought as gr

make; that there 2

exertions In that

the question of px

ow
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“Thirdly, I inquired whether all the general con-

stituent parts of the present Cabinet were to remain.

He believed it was known to me, that some of the

members of the Cabinet had been Jong desirous of

retiring, and would be ready, therefore, now to afford

facilities to any new arrangement.

“In answer to a question put by me respecting

Lord Sidmouth and his friends, he said they were

to remain.

“Fourthly, IT stated to Lord Liverpool, that I

made no inquiry respeeti : proposed distribution

and allocation of aff that circumstances

would not constite’ iy decision upon

the proposition whi ght to me. Lord

Liverpool observed, stribution of offices

was a matter ope1 dustment, to be re-

gulated for the hone ies.

“ Fifthly, Wher informed me, that

the leading in the | Huns was to be pre-

served to Lord Cast} murked, that in any

situation which T might ever hold in any adminis-

tration, I should feel great obligation to any member

of the Government, who would undertake that charge

which was called the /vading in the House of Par-

liament in which I sat; although I was fully aware

of the great importance which that charge neces-

sarily conveyed to the person who exercised it, and

of the great influence which it mnst give to him,

in the general administration and patronage of the

Government.

“Sixthly, I desired to know, whether all those

persons now designated by the name of the “ Op-
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position,” were to be excluded from the proposed

scheme of administration? Lord Liverpool answered,

that no principle of exclusion was intended; but

that he was not authorised to make any proposal

to any persons of the description which I had men-

tioned.

“Seventhly, Considering the course which Lord

Liverpool had observed in making this communi-

cation, I asked him, whether he applicd to me by

command of the Prince Regent, as a part of Mr.

Canning’s suite? Ir i Lord Liverpool of the

constant and une} which I had made

orn of Mr. Canning

, at the same time,

press that point be-

of Mr. Perceval’s ad-~

id not consider any

1 a foundation of

to the public servic

that I never had at

yond the honour and

ministration. I stat

administration to |:

justice towards indtvid fils and services, or

towards the interesta:< Suniry, in which Mr.

Canning should not hold a high efficient station. But

T added, that Mr. Canning was under no engagement

to me, which could preclude his acceptance of any

office which might be offered him; that on the other

hand, Mr. Canning would certainly make the same

declaration with regard to my perfect freedom.

Lord Liverpool said, that he had pursned this course

of communication, being convinced that, under the

present circumstances, 1 would not accept office

unless a fair proposal was made to Mr. Canning.

I declared to Lord Liverpool that he was correct

in this view of my sentiments towards Mr. Canning,
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ating, however, that Mr. Canning and J were

dy free to act as each might think fit, and

our agreement in many great public principles,

suld not affect questions of mere official arrange-

ments,

“ Kighthly. I expressed my wish to reecive this

communication in writing—-to answer it in writing —

and also to submit my sentiments upon the whole

transaction in an audicnee of the Prince Regent.

“Lord Liverpool informed me that Mr. Canning

would transmit to mea the minute of Lord

Liverpool’s conver his presence; and

Lord fiverpoo! ld onsider that paper

as the written which I wished to

receive. iverpool’s proposal on

this point. I then Lord Liverpool, that

I would return my < ting to that paper.

“ Whatever migit “mny answer, with

regard to the grea iderations on which

it must be founded, Pesyieeasd uiy hope that Lord

Liverpool would be assured of my sincere personal

respect and esteem. [ now transinit this minute

to Lord Liverpool, requesting him to insert any

correction which he may think requisite.

(Signed ) * WELLESLEY.”

been

“ May 18, 1812.

“ Corrected by Lord Liverpool and returned to me.

(Signed) ‘© WELLESLEY.”
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No. 3.

Note from Mr. Canning to Lord Wellesley, enclos.

a Letter to Mr. Canning from Lord Liverpool, re-

lative to Lord Castlereagh.

(Copy.)

“Gloucester Lodge, Sunday night, May 17th, 1812,

“My DEAR WELLESLEY,

“T have just received from Lord Liverpool a

letter, of which the er dis a copy. I transmit

it to you to be ¢ to his desire, to

the copy of the ni bal communication

of this morning. itely your’s, G. C.”

CANNING.

tiouse, May 17th, 1812,

“My DEAR CANNING,

“JT think, upon reflection, it is due to Lord

Castlereagh to state, in writing, what I mentioned

to you verbally, that, from motives of delicacy, he

absented himself from the Cabinet on the occasions

on which the subject in your memorandum was de-

termined.

““T did. not, however, make the communication

to you without having reason to know that he would

be no obstacle in the way of an arrangement, founded

on the principles in the memorandum.

“T will beg of you to communicate this letter to
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persons to whom you may communicate the

orandum. (Signed) LIVERPOOL.”

No. 4.

Copy of a Letter from Marquess Wellesley to the Earl

of Liverpool, transmitting Lord W's Reply to

Lord Liverpool's Proposal.

“ Apsley House, May 18, 1812, halfpast three, p.m,

“My pear Lorp,

“T enclose

the communicatioz

take to me vests

compelled to decline

veyed, I request you

for the amicable a

you communicated

T shall always enterta ef sincere and cordial

sentiments of person setsand esteem for you.

Believe me, my dear Lord, most sincerely yours,

(Signed) ‘¢ WELLESLEY.”

ing my reply te

vere. go kind as to

ch J find myself

sais which you con-

my grateful thanks

‘ manner in which

to be assured, that

—

No. 4.

Lord Wellesley’s Reply to Lord Liverpools

Proposition.

“ Apsley House, May 18.

“From the communication received through

Lord Liverpool, f understand that his Royal High-

ness the Prince Regent has been graciously pleased
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to signify his desire of strengthening his Adm‘

tration upon its present basis, by associating me

it as one of those persons who agree most ne

and generally in the principles upon which pu.

affairs have been conducted. From the same com

munication I also derive the gratifying intelligence,

that Lord Liverpool’s colleagues have authorised him

to express a disposition to act with me under an

arrangement consistent with thelr own honour and

duty, and honourable and satisfactory to me.

“T receive this ngti af the Prince Regent’s

commands with evs tuty and affection ;

while it affords m satisfaction, that,

to the distinguished zach condescending

notice from his Roy is added so kigh a

testimony of the con

spestable persons,

she exalted authority

oceeds, and with the

most sincere regard “fo: ei through whom it is

conveyed, I must, however, declare that I should

have declined it at the first instant of its approach,

if motives of deference and submissive attachment

had not imposed upon me the olibgation of receiving

it with respectful consideration.

“ The proposition necessarily rests upon a suppo-

sition, that I entertain no such difference of public

sentiment with the present Administration, as should

preclude me from acting with them, under an ar-

rangement compatible with our mutual and respec-

tive honour and duty.

“But it appears from Lord Liverpool’s candid
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and explicit statement, that upon the important ques-

tion which regards the laws affecting the Roman

Catholics, Lord Liverpool’s opinions remain un-

changed; nor is he aware that the sentiments of

his colleagues on that subject have undergone any

change. { must therefore conclude, that the policy

which has been pursued respecting the Roman Catho-

lics during the present session of Parliament is to

be continued without «abatement; the general con-

stituent parts of the present Cabinet are to remain

unchanged; the highes Lost efticient offices

in the state theref filled by persons
who still conccive e bound by duty,

honour, and conscicr 0 resist any mitiga-

tion of the present eo the Roman Catholics,

but even to prevent ieration of the laws

which affect that ly t the population of

the empire. I can the principle on

which the present Adminstration has conducted this

important branch of: © on this point

I have recently expressed the strongest difference of
opinion with the present Administration. The de-

claration of Lord Javerpool precludes the hope of

any such change in the policy of the present Adminis-

tration towards the Roman Catholics as could sa-

tisly my Judgment. This difference is of the utmost

importance: without any other obstacle, therefore,

this alone compels me to decline the proposition

which Lord Liverpool has conveyed to me.

“T entertain a confident expectation, that when

the Prince Regent shall have considered the nature

of this difficulty, he will extend his indulgence to
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my humble representation, and will relieve me from

the pressure of commands which I could not obey

without sacrificing a public principle of the highest

obligation.

‘“‘ These observations comprise a sufficient reply to

the communication received through Lord Liver-

pool. But I deem it to be a duty towards the

Prince Regent to declare, that the considerations

which induced me, on the 19th of February, to

resign the station which I had the honour to hold

in his Royal Highness" ive, have acquired ad-

ditional force sinc ¢ would constitute

an insuperable « ceptance of any

station in the prese ation.

“T originally exy desire to withdraw

from Mr. Percevyal’s ration, because my

general opinions, fy ime past on various

important questions tent weight in that

cabinet to justify x é public, or towards

my own character, ingé in office.

““My objections to remaining in that cabinet arose,

in a great degree, from the imperfect scale on which

the affairs in the Peninsula were conducted. It was

always stated to me that it was impracticable to

enlarge that system. 1 thought that it was perfectly

practicable to extend the plan in the Peninsula, and

that it was neither safe nor honest towards this coun-

try or the allies to continue the present inadequate

scheme.

From Lord Liverpool’s statement upon this point,

it is evident that, since my resignation, it has been

found practicable to make some extension of the
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system in the Peninsula; but it is still intimated

that my views are ore extensive than the resources

of the country can enable the Government to reduce

to practice. I, however, still entertain the same

views and opiions, without diminution or alteration ;

and T am convinced that a considerable extension of

the scale of our operations in the Peninsula, and also

an effectual connection of many branches of our

system in that quarter, is one object of indispensable

necessity and of casy attainment.

With such a decid ice of opinion in rela-

tion to the condy znacnt of the war,

my return into a ca as the present is,

would offer to me ne ‘é than the renewal

of discussions which } > proved unavailing.

T learn from Lord Lin ii he has received no

authority, in formin administration, to

make any proposal § persons now desig~

nated by the name position.” My in-PE

quiry on this point orfgtisitedsige s sincere conviction

(founded upon an attentive observation of the gencral

state of public opinion, and of the condition of the

empire,) that no administration which shall not

comprise some of those persons, can prove advan-

tageous to the Prince Regent, conciliatory towards

Ircland, and equal to the conduct of the war on @

scale of sufficient extent.

“Tt has been stated erroncously, that the first act

of the Prince Regent, upon his approach to un-

restricted authority, was to establish Mr. Perceval’s

administration; but the fact is, that his Royal High-

ness’s first act at that crisis was to dissolve Mr. Perce-

VOL. (IL. Q
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val’s administration, and to endeavour to form a cabinet

upon @ more extended and liberal basis. This en-

deavour was frustrated at that moment, and the

formation of such a cabinet was represented to his

Royal Highness to be impracticable. It has, how-

ever, since appeared evident to me, from the dis-

cussions and declarations which I have witnessed in

Parliament, that his Royal Highness’s benevolent

intentions on that subject ure now perfectly prac-

ticable; and that their acc: nplishment would tend to

promote internal franquillity, and to in-

vigorate the whois xternal operations.

Impressed with thi: should be untrue to

his Royal Highnes nd honour, as well as

to the prosperity of 1! if T concurred in any

arrangement of an vbion which did not

include a fair an ation of this most

important point.

“* After such a consideration, my

opinion is that a cab wht be formed on an

intermediary principle respecting the Roman Catholic

claims, equally exempt from the dangers of instant,

unqualified concession, and from those of inconsi-

derate, peremptory exclusion: the entire resources of

the empire might be applied to the great objects of

the war with general consent, upon a full understand-

ing of the real exigency of the present crisis; and

concord and union at home might secure ultimate and

permanent success abroad.

(Signed) WELLESLEY.”
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* Gloucester Lodge, May 1&th, 1812.

““My DEAR LIVERPOOL,

‘“T have communicated to such of my friends as

T had an immediate opportunity of consulting, the

minute, taken in your presence, of the proposition

which vou conveyed to me yesterday.

“Ina case in which I felt that my decision cither

way might be liable to misapprehension, I was

desirons rather to collect the opinions of persons

whose judgment 7 esteog nto act on the impulse

of my own first fee ut of their opinions

is, that, by enterins uistration upon the

terns proposed te cur such a loss of

personal grad public as would disappoint

the object which kh ‘Highness the Prince

Regent has at hear gender my accession

to his Governmen: | bf weakness rather

than an addition of st

“To become a paxtayteron: Administration with

the previons knowledve of your unaltered opinions as

to the policy of resisting all consideration of the state

of the Jaws affecting his Majesty’s Roman Catholic

subjects, would, it is felt, be to lend myself to the

defeating of my own declared opinions on that most

important question,—opinions which are as far as

those of any man from being favourable to precipitate

and unqualitied concession, but which rest on the

conviction that it is the duty of the advisers of

the Crown, with a view to the peace, tranquillity, and

strength of the empire, to take that whole qnestion

into their early and serions consideration, and

a2
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earnestly to endeavour to bring it to a final and

satisfactory settlement.

‘‘ With this result of the opinions of those whom

T have consulted, my own entirely concurs; and

such being the ground of my decision, it is wholly

unnecessary to advert to any topics of inferior im-

portance.

“ After the expressions, however, with which you

were charged on the part of all your colleagues, J

should not be warranted in omitting to declare that

no objection of a personal sort should have prevented

me from uniting with any or all of them in the

public service. if I could have tone so with honour,

and if, in my judgment, a cahinet, so constituted in

all -its parts, could have afforded to te country,

under its present great and, various diffeuities, an

adequately efficient administration. I cannot deny

myself the satisfaction of adding, that the nianner

of your communication with me has entirely corre-

sponded with the habits and sentiments of a friend-

ship of so many years,—a friendship which our general

concurrence on many great political principles has

strengthened, -and which our occasional differences

have in no degree impaired.

“On the public grounds which I have stated, I

must entreat yon to lay at the feet of the Prince

Regent, together with the warmest expressions of my

dutiful attachment to his Royal Highness, and of my

acknowledgment for the favourable opinion which

his Royal Highness has been graciously pleased to

entertain of me; my humble but carnest prayer

to be excused from accepting office oa terms which,
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by a sacrifice of public character, must render me

inefficient for the service of his Royal Highness’s

Government.

“T presume at the same time humbly to solicit an

audience of the Prince Regent, for the purpose of

explaining in person to his Royal Highness the

grounds of my conduct on an occasion on which I

should be grieved to think that his Royal Highness

could, for a moment, consider me as wanting either in

duty to his Royal Iighness or in zeal for the public

service, and assurisg ldgedteya! Highness that my

inability to assist } s Highness’s pur-

pose of procuring dministration, on

the plan which & sted by his Royal

Highness’s confidenti does not arise from

any disposition on » shrink from the

encounter of those ich press at this

time upon the ce mn the Crown. I

ain, de, (Si SEORGE CANNING.”

r

(No. 5.)

Keplanatory Letter from Lord Liverpool to the Mar-

quess Wellesley.

“Fife House, May 19th, 1812,

“My peak Lorn,

“ After the receipt of the paper which you sent to

me in the afternoon of yesterday, I should certainly

have felt it to be unnecessary and fruitless to trouble

you with any further correspondence, if I were not

desirous tu correct the niisapprehension into which
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you appear to have fallen respecting my opinions,

and those of my colleagues, upon the Roman Catholic

question.

“In the communication which passed between us

on Sunday, as well as that which I previously had

with Mr. Canning, J certainly stated my opinions

upon the Roman Catholic question to remain un-

changed, and that I was not aware that those of my

colleagues had undergone any change.

“With respect to myself individually, I must

protest against its beingsiaferred from any declara-

tion of mine, that i g been, my opinion

that under no ciret ald be possible to

make any alteration pectirg the Roman

Catholics.

“ Upon the last oe

discussed in Parhex

cireumstances might

some alterations of if Wid be advisable. I

have always been de diecbeuring the speerhe

proposition which should explain distinctly what

part of the existing securities 1t was intended to

repeal, what part it was intended to preserve, and

what were the new securitics which it has been so

often declared must be substituted iv the place of

some of those which are at present in force. |

have never heard any satisfactory explanation on this

point.

“T will fairly own that, in the present state of the

opinions and feelings of the Roman Catholics, I do

not believe such a project to be practicable, con-

sistently with the attainment of the avowed vubjects

hich the subject was

ressly stated that

, in my judgment,
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of really satisfying the Roman Catholics, and of afford-

ing an adequate security to the Established Church

and constitution.

‘Entertaining this opinion, I have felt it to be

my duty to continue to resist parliamentary in-

quiry on that subject, which, in my judgment, could

be productive of no other effect than that of alarming

the Protestants on the one hand, and deluding and

deceiving the Roman Catholics on the other.

“With respect to the opinions of my colleagues,

there are some who entirely agree with me in the

view which I have taken of this question; but I am

sure it must be known to you from discussions at

which you have been present, that there are others

who have always entertained and avowed different

opinions from those professed by me upon some parts

of this subject.

‘You must recollect that considerations of a very

high importance, but which might be only temporary

in their nature, induced us all; up to a very late period,

to be decidedly of opinion that it was not proper, that

under such circumstances the measure should be

entertained.

“You may be of opinion that, since the month of

February last, these considerations have ceased to be

in force; but they are still regarded by others as not

having lost their weight. Besides the consideration

to which I have referred, the conduct and temper

which the Roman Catholics have been induced to

manifest,—the principle upon which the question has

been brought forward,—the circumstances of Europe

at this time, give rise to objections which are felt
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in a greater or less degree by different persons. I

have thought this explanation due to my colleagues

and to myself.

“Tn one point we are all agreed, that this is not

the moment at which the question ought to be enter-
tained with a view to any immediate practical con-

sequence. I am aware that in this senso of our duty

our opinions may be at variance with yours: but it is

material that these opinions should not be misunder-

stood, or subject to the interpretation to which my

silence might render. thi if [ had not re-

turned some answ ‘your paper.

ner in which the

managed, I forbear

prescat; but I think

ect to my declaration,

ad been found prac-

the military efforts

in the Peninsula; ¢® “hob arisen from any

means which were i t the time when you

were in office, and which there had been then any

disposition or objection to direct to that object; but it

has grown out of events which have subsequently

occurred, and which may place at the disposal of

Government means which were at that time unavoid-

ably applied to another service, As this letter is

merely explanatory, I will not give you the trouble of

returning any answer to it; but ! am sure you will

see the justice and propriety of considering it as a part

of the correspondence which has passed between us

on the subject to which it relates. Tam, &c.,

(Signed ) “¢ LIVERPOOL.”

“ Marquess Wellesley, K. G:”

entering into any pt

it material to observ

that since your resi

ticable to make se

p
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(No, 6.)

Cony of Lord Wellesley’s Reply to Lord Liverpool's

Leplanatory letter of the 19th May, of 1812.

* Apsley House, May 21, 1812.

“ My pear Lorn,

“ Although you have had the goodness to dis-

pense with my returning an answer to your letter of

the 19th inst., some further observations on my part

may perhaps contri promote the professed

object of that lets iig and correcting

whatever may apy crroneous in the

course of our recent

“When you inter

the claims of Rovian

and that you wer

opinion of your Coli

concluded, that the hus been pursued

during the present : Parliament, would be

continued by the new Cabinet. Subsequent reflection
satisfies me, that such a conclusion was just and

reasonable; nor can Ll admit that [ have fallen into

any misapprehension of that system of policy, when

T have deseribed it as consisting, not only in the

denial of any present relief to the Roman Catholics,

but even a peremptory refusal to consider the state

of the law which affects their civil condition.

“Whatever may be the different character or

complexion of the opinions of the several members of

the present Cabinet, the practical result has been to

pursue the course which | have described, during the

t your opinion upon

- rerealned unchanged,

any change in the

ubject, I certainly
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present session of Parliament; and your explanation

on this point closes with an admission that you are

all agreed to continue the same policy in the present

moment.

“No suggestion is made of the time or circum-

stances in which any alteration of this system of

policy can be expected,—no prospect is afforded of any

conciliatory proceeding which might tend to open

the way to an amicable settlement; and while a desire

of hearing specific propositions of security is pro-

fessed, the very : f the question is

denied to Parliam & pursued by any

other authority.

“ This statement

tenor of your explana

of the practical cons

of the present Cabir

to analyze individy

ever useless with r ‘at practice) is re-

quired from me, by @ protest which you

have made against any inference to be drawn from

any declaration of yours, ‘That it is, or ever has

been your opinion, that ander no circumstances it

would be possible to make any alteration ih the laws

respecting the Roman Catholics.” To this protest

you have added an assurance, that ‘upon the last

oceasion on which the subject was discussed in

Parliament, you expressly stated that cireumstances

might arise, in which, in your judgmen:, some altera-

tion in those laws would be advisable.’

‘T confess freely to you, that I had always under-

stood your recorded opinion on this subject in a very

oprehension of the

‘and In such a state

. the un‘ted counsels

semed superfluons

This task (how-
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different sense: I had supposed that you considered

the disabilities imposed by statute upon the Roman

Catholics, not as temporary and occasional securities

against a temporary and occasional danger, but as

an integral and permanent part of the constitution

in Chureh and State, established at the Revolution.

“In this opinion I had always understood that

several of the principal members of the present

Cabinet concurred with you, and that you felt in

commor at apprehension that the removal of any

important part of x of restraint would

endanger the found ‘establishment of our

laws, liberties, and®

“Viewing in thi

of the respectable 3

persuaded that I sha

to cast any reflect

of those principles

then.

“YT have ever sens

pure and honest in the iniuds in which I supposed

them to reside; and while giving full credit to their

sincerity, I lament their erroneous foundation and

atiments, and those

vom I refer, IT am

suspected of intending

he honour or honesty

sons who maintain

use principles to be

dangerous tendency.

“Tomust further declare that, from some acci-

dent, I did not hear the statement in Parliament

to which you refer, as having been made by you

on the last vecasion in the House of Lords, I now,

however, understand your opinion to be, that ezewm-

stances may arise in which, in your judgment, some

uteration would he advisable in the laws affecting

the Roman Catholics.
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“‘T should be desirous of urging the same inquiry

respecting circumstances, which you have made re-

specting securities; and 1 shall be anxious to hear

the specific statement of all or any of those circum-

stances under which you would advise any altera-

tion in the laws respecting Roman Catholics.

“The explanation which you require respecting

securities, is attainable only by a full consideration

and discussion of the whole subject; and I therefore

view the declared intention of resisting the first step

towards such a di an effectual barrier

against that expi: ou consider to be

the necessary pre alteretion of the

existing statutes.

“The details of

question, render

utterly hopeless.

state of the opin:

os

fog on this part of the

“4 of anv settlement

a change in the

onduct, and temper

of the Roman Catt “preliminary even to

the consideration of:4 af their complaints.

But is it possible to expect ‘effectual change in the
temper of the Roman Catholic body, while you refuse

even to inquire into the nature of their prievances?

“The repeated rejection of their claim, without

any other deliberation than that which has ariscn

on the mere question of taking the petition into

consideration, is not a cause of proceeding calculated

to mitigate the severity of disappointment. Reason

and moderation must appear in the consideration of

their prayer, if we hope to infuse those qualities into

their proceedings. You require also a shange in the

circumstances of Europe: ignorant of the events
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which may have furnished any hope of such a change,

since I had the honour of a share in his Royal High-

nesses councils, I must consider the determination to

delay this interesting question until Europe shall

have assumed a new aspect as a virtual negative

upon the substance of a claun; and I feel this point

with a greater degree of pain, because I am con-

vineed that the continuance of Ireland in her present

condition must protract, if not perpetuate, the present

unhappy condition of Europe. But until these pre-

liminarics shall heve b tablished, you declare

that it will be y

inquiry, which, in yx

of no other cflect

and to delude the

time, you offer no hey

rxist parliamentary

vould be productive

x the Protestants,

lisa” At the same

cxneans of relief will

be opened by any ot I cannot under-

stand through wha eson, or passion,

the Protestants sh: , or the Catholics

of the laws affecting the Iatterbody. Indeed, T cannot

conceive any proceeding so likely to remove alarm

and prevent dclusion, as that which appears to you

likely to create both. On the other hand, I appre-

hend much more danger, both of alarm and of

delusion, from any system of measures to be founded

on the general and indistinct terms in which you

state that circumstances muy arise, in which some

alteration in the laws would be advisable.

“You refer to considerations of ‘a very high im-

portance,’ which, until a very late period of time,

have precluded the executive Government and Par-
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liament from entertaining this measure; and you

suggest, that, in the opinion of some persons, these

considerations have not lost their weighs,

“T presume that you refer to the sentiments of

the most exalted and venerable authority in these

realms, on the claims of his Majesty’s Roman Catholic

subjects.

“As your Ietter seems to bear som? reference to

the course of my conduct in Parliament, and in

his Majesty’s councils on this subject, I avail my-

self of the opportuni xplain the motives, both

of my former siie : receat declaration

of my sentiments:

At the remote p

eve of departure

Mr. Pitt my soled

attention to the :

pressed to him 4

neither be happily

ar 1797, upon the

stated to the late

» should direct his

ireland; and I ex-

that Ireland could

uly united to Great

Britain, without « settlement of the

claims of his Majesty's” Ronian Catholic subjects.

The opinions which I declared to Mr. Pitt, at that

time, respecting the substance of thos2 claims, were

precisely similar to those which I have stated in

the House of Lords during the present session of

Parliament.

‘Tt is not necessary to center upon any review of

the transactions which passed during my absence

in India, with relation to Ireland, or to the claims

of Roman Catholics.

“J arrived from India in the month of January

1806; and after one short interview with Mr. Pitt,

tk
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I assisted in performing the last sad office of fol-

lowing his remains to the grave.

“You are aware that long before that period of

time, the ‘high considerations’ to which you refer had

been fixed in full force; that no attempt to change

those sentiments could have been made with any

prospect of success; and that the result even of a

successful proceeding in Parliament, would have

tended only to produec the most dreadful extremity

of confusion. You must remember, that I have

always lamented (

menacing the cons

national calamities,

narchy) the refer-

ade to the exist-

and the causes

which have occasicne:

“With the warme

ration, attachment,

always been, that valty and affection

towards a Dritish “not consist in sub-

missive obedience, evel ie HES honest prejudices or

errors of the Royal mind, but rather in respectful

endeavours to remove those prejudices and errors

by free advice in council and by temperate remon-

strance in Parliament.

“ But the time for such endeavours had passed,

and I submitted reluctantly, not to my sense of the

genuine duty of a faithful counsellor towards his

sovereign, but to the painful, and by me irreversible,

necessity of the ease.

“This is a subject of the utmost—of the most

perilous delicacy : your letter has opened it; I will

pursue it no further than to assure you, that when, on

siby.

yents of personal vene-

de, my opinion has

of
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the 3ist of January, I declared in the House of Lords

my sentiments respecting the Romaa Catholic

claims, the necessity which had occasioned my

silence appeared to me to have entirely ceased.

“ The second point of your explanatory letter refers

to the management of the war in the Peninsula.

“Your suggestions are necessarily ind'stinet, with

regard to the additional means (which have occurred

since my resignation) of extending our military efforts

in that quarter. I think I can collect, even from your

hints, that although 1§ are extraneous, the

probability of thei have seen foreseen

as the natural res tions which were in

progress of executi my resignation.

“ But my objecti stem pursued in the

Peninsula at the tin signation, was applied

to the whole fra: of ow: permanent

arrangements boii: ind Spain, which, in

my Judgment, mus and extended, not

only with a view t niageous use of such

means as we now possess in the Peninsula, but

even of such adventitious and extraneous means as

events in other quarters may place at our disposal.

“Believe me, my dear lord, always yours most

sincerely, (Signed) WELLESLEY.”

“ The Earl of Liverpuol, &e.”
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Papers relative to the Negotiations of the Marquess

Wellesley and the Earl of Moira,* for forming a

New Administration.

(No. 1.)

Minute of Mr. Cannings Communication to the Earl

of Liverpool, May 23rd.

“ Hite House, May 23rd, 18372.

“The Prince Regent having laid his commands on

Lord Wellesley to form a plan of an administration

to be submitted for al ihehness’s approba-

tion, Mr. Canning a oe ry Lord Wellesley

(as the channel ot thought likely to

be most agrecab’), ol) to inquire of

Lord Liverpooy ywhe

tion on the part of

leagues, or Of any o

which should be 7

of such an administ:

“The principles ufioaayhieb

was intended to be formed, were stated to bo

“Wrst. The taking into the carly and. serious

consideration of the cxecutive Government the state

of the laws affecting the Roman Catholics, with a

sincere and earnest desire to bring that important

question to a final and satisfactory settlement.

‘“Seccndly. The prosecution of the war in the

Peninsula with the best’ means of the country. It

was stated that there would be the strongest wish to

hig

sel, and of his Col-

dertain any proposal

or forming a part

the administration

* Afterwards Marqness Tastings, Governor-General of Tndia, a.

1813, His Lordship returned to England in the year 1823, having held

the governn ent of Fort Bengal for upwards of nine years,

Vou. Tt. R
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comprehend in the arrangement, without any in-

dividual or party exclusion whatever, as many as

possible of such persons as might be able to agree in

giving their public service to the courtry, on these

two principles. With respect to the d'stribution of

offices, it was stated, that nothing of eny sort was

decided, or stipulated, but that everything would be

open to be arranged to the honour and satisfaction

of all parties.”

Lord Liverpool's’ wing, May 23rd.

Hone: May 23rd, 1812.

“ My DEAR CANNING

“T have cony

memorandum whi«!

noon. They do ¢

o my colleagues the

em yeu this after-

sary to entcr into

any discussion of th étated in. that memo-

randum, because th 1 themsalves bound,

particularly after what has recently passed, to

decline the proposal of becoming members of an

administration to be founded by Lord Wellesley.

Believe me, &e. &e. Liverroou.”

(No. 3.)

Lord Melville's Letter to Mr. Canning, May 23rd.

“Park Lane, May 23rd, 1819.

“ Dear CANNING,

“You will probably have received to-night from

Lord Liverpool, the answer to the proposal which yon
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left. with him, and communicated to me this after-

noon. Having stated to you my strong repugnance,

or rather my decided objection, under present. cir-

cumstances, to join an administration of which

Lord Wellesley was to be the head, it might be

sificient for me to refer to Lord Liverpool’s reply,

more especially as I do not wish to enter into any

detailed reasoning on a question relating to a matter

of personal feeling. 1 think it due, however, to you,

as well as to myself, to state distinetly, that T have

no objection to act wh adiinistration formed

on the two princigles: ned in your memoran-

dum; though I ¢ able that any con-

sideration which ¢ f can give to the

subject of the reg ‘ke Roman Catholics

will enable it to proy ystein as will wholly

satisfy their claims, ssanve time afford that

degree of security ; ant Establishment

which is generally sary. | remain, ke.,

“ MELVILLE.”

Minute of « Communication made by Lord Wellesley

to Lords Grey and Grenville, at Lord G'rey’s house,

May 23rd.

“Lord Wellesley stated, that he had received

the commands of his Royal Highness the Prince

Regent to lay before his Royal Highness the plan

of such an administration as he (Lord Wellesley)

might deem adapted to the present crisis of affairs.

nr 2
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That he had apprised his Royal Highness of the

necessity of ascertaining the views and dispositions

of all partics, with regard to certain general prin-

ciples, previously to the -formation of any such

plan.

“That he considered himself merely as the instru-

ment of executing his Royal ITighness’s commands on

this occasion, and that he neither claimed, nor desired

for himself, any station in the administration which

it was his Royal Highness’s contemplation to form.

“ Virst, that the sta the laws affecting the

Roman Catholics, & f that body of his

Majesty’s subjects: ren into immediate

consideration, with : conciliatory adjust-

nent of those claims

“Secondly, That tf

be prosecuted on @ ge

‘Lord Wellesk

he Peninsula should

ate vigour.

s Mr. Canning and

he agreed in these Y had requested Mr.

Canning to communis ¢ Lord Liverpool.

‘Lord Wellesley has reduced the substance of this

communication to writing, and now submits it to

Lord Grey and Lord Grenville, WELLESLEY.”

(No. 5.)

Lord Moira’s Letter to Lord Wellesley, dated, May

23rd, relative to No. 4.

“ St, James's Place, May 23rd, 1812,

“ My Lorn,

‘‘Y have the honour to acknowledge the receipt

of a copy of the Minutes of the conversation which
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your Lordship held with Lords Grey and Grenville;

and I feel much indebted for the communication

accompanying them.

“The proposed consideration of the Catholic claims,

and the adoption of a system of support to the

Spaniards, such as may be really capable of produc-

ing a decisive result, are the two points of policy

which I have long thought the most urgent for the

benefit of the country. The question relative to the

Orders in Council may be deemed as in effect settled

by the evidence adduced e the two [Touses; and

the active correction: ‘abuses must be confi-

dently assumed as tf ‘ha ministry as is

likely to be formed ¢ strumentality. A

plan of government, the basis proposed

by your Lordship, \ my most cordial

wishes. Allew me te is is not to convey

any implication of ceept office. This

is not méntioned fe vst regard to the

possible distribution 6 nor does it involve

objections to any individual, as there is nothing I

should so much deprecate in the present state of

public affhirs, as a spirit of exclusion. Indeed, the

candour and delicacy manifested by your Lordship in

these communications, are a perfect pledge that the

details of arrangements could not but be entirely

satisfactory. T have the honour, my Lord, to be,

with high esteem, your Lordship’s very obedient and
Moika.”

CH

humble servant,
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(No. 6.)

Lord Lansdowne’s Letter to Lord Wellesley, dated

May 28rd, relative to No. 4.

“ Berkeley Square, Saturday night, May 23rd.

“ My Lorp,

“T am excecdingly sorry not to have been at

home, when your Lordship did me the honour of

calling at my house this morning, and am much

obliged by the trouble youhave taken in sending for

my consideration finute of the com-

munication made » to Lord Grey and

Lord Grenville.

““ As Lord Grey

to acquaint me confi

tion, as well as the

posed to return to é

sentiments they ha

liberty of referring y LES p to that paper, and

shall only add there is no part of it in which I more

cordially coincide with them, than in the expression

of the gratification they have derived from your

powerful exertions in support of the claims of the

Roman Catholics, and from the manner in which that

subject is adverted to in your Minute. I have the

honour to remain, with great respect, your Lordship’s

very faithful, and most obedient servant,

‘* LANSDOWNE.”

nville thought proper

with that communica-

‘he answer they pro-

rally concur in the

; I shall take the
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(No. 7.)

Lord Holland's Letter to Lord Wellesley, dated May

23d, relative to No. 4.

“ Cumelford louse, May 23rd.

“My Lorn,

“| had the lononr of receiving your note and

enclosure, and bey leave to return my sincere thanks

for your attention in sending me so interesting and so

early a communicati

“ Lord Grenvill

as to talk the matte

have the satisfact

in their views of i

better way of expre

ing you to a inemeo

intention to deliv

Lord, your obliged!

y have been so good

confidentially, and I

at I concur generally

1, indeed, know no

vinion, than by referr-

l:, £ believe, it is their

zorning. | am, my

nble servant,

VAssAL HOLLAND.”

pon

?|

(No. 8.)

Memorandum from Lords Grey and G'renville, May

24th, in reply to Lord Wellesley’y Minute No. 4.

“May 24th, 1812,

“In such a moment as the present, we fecl it to

be the duty of all public men, both by frank and con-

ciliatory explanations of principle, and by the total

abandonment of every personal object, to facilitate, as

far as may lic in their power, the means of giving
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effect to the late vote of the House of Commons, and

of averting the imminent and unparalleled dangers of

the country. Lord Wellesley has selected two among

the many important subjects which must engage the

attention of any man, who could, in such circum

stances, be called upon to consider of the acceptance

of stations in public trust. On those two points, our

explanation shall be as distinct as if is in our power

to make it.

“On the first, indee

known, and has be

repetition.

“We have deriv

Lord Wellesley’s po

the claims of the B

the manner in whi

his Minute; and w

that we will war

w opinion is too well

stly expressed, to uced

i gratification from

tions in support of

ics, as well as from

. is adverted to in

tate to assure him,

giny proposal made

by any ministers ft wdiate consideration

of those claims, with “a’ view to their conciliatory

adjustment; a measure without which, we have

already declared that we can entertain no hope, in

any case, of rendering our own services useful,

oe

a

“As to the second point, no person feels more

strongly than we do, the advantages which would

result from a successful termination of the present

contest in Spain. But we are of opinion that the

direction of military operations in an extensive war,

and the more and less vigorous prosecution of those

operations, are questions, not of principle, but of

policy: to be regulated by circumstances, in their

nature temporary aud finctuating, and in many cases
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known only to persons in oflicial stations, by the

engagements of the country, the prospect of ultimate

success, the extent of the exertions necessary for its

attainment, and the means of supporting those ef-

fects without too great a pressure on the finances

and internal prosperity of the country.

“On such questions, therefore, no public men,

either in or out of office, can undertake for more

than a deliberate and dispassionate consideration,

according to the circumstances of the case ag it may

appear, and to such of unformation as may

then be within the

“But we cans

Wellesley, that in

entertain the strong

of an increase in al

diture.”

sonecal from Lord

nte of finances, we

of the practicability

4f the public expen-

Lord Wellesley to Lord Grey, dated, May 27th, com-

municating the Termination of Lord Wellestley’s

Commission.

“ Apsley House, May 27th, 1812, one o’clock, pat.

“ My Lorn,

‘T take the earliest opportunity of communt-

cating the enclosed papers to your Lordship. The

paper enclosed (No. JL) has not reached me until

within this hour. 1b appeared to me to be important

that the intelligence which it contains should be con-

veyed to your Lordship, to Lord Grenville, and to

your respective fricnds, as soon as may be practicable.
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“TJ shall be happy to have an opportunity of

stating to your Lordship, and to Lord. Grenville,

at any time that you may appoint, the whole course

of my conduct since I had the honour of secing you.

T have the honour to be, with great respect, my Lord,

your Lordship’s most obedient and faithful servant,

‘* WELLESLEY.”

“T shall remain at home some time, and shall

be happy to see your Lordship and Lord Grenville,

if it shold be convenies

Mr. Cannings Sistes é Adelville enclosed in

¢ Lanc, May 26th, 1812.

“Tord Melville tid to Mr. Canning

that the Ministers, hisseelleagucs, were considering,

under the special command of his Royal Highness
the Prince Regent, how far they could advance to

meet the first of the two propositions laid down as

the basis of the administration proposed to be formed

by Lord Wellesley, Mr. Canning fecls it necessary,

before he offers any observation on that statement,

to inquire in what situation Lord Melville’s col-

leagues consider themselves as standing at the pre-

sent moment.

“Ist. Do they consider Lord Wellesley’s com-

mission at an end, and the former administration as

re-established ?
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“2nd. Are the discussions which are now going

on among them directed to the ascertaining the

possibility of the individual members of that adminis-

tration, or any of them, acceding to an adminis-

tration to be formed by Lord Wellesley, or to some

proposal to be made by them as a government to

Lord Wellesley and Mr. Canning?

“Tf Lord Wellesley’s commission is considered

at an end, it is essential to Lord Wellesley’s honour

that the fact should be publicly known, He has

entered upon cormys which he could not

terminate at the }& ey were brought,

without distinctly * tmmission to be at

an end.

“If what is now

proposal to be mad

Canning from the

then the revival «

made matter of not “ the proposal itself

must be distinctly s Lord Wellesley and

Mr. Canning can for m any judgment upon it.”

7
3,

ation is some new

1 Wellesley and Mr.

winistration revived,

ition ought to be

(No. 11.)

Lord Melville's Communication to Mr. Canning en-

closed in No, 9.

“ Gloucester Lodge, May 27th, T812, LO a.m,

“Lord Melville called upon Mr, Canning, and

informed hin, in answer to the questions which Mr.

‘anning put to Lord Melville yesterday,—
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“Ist. That Lord Wellesley’s commission is con-

sidered by the Prince Regent at an end.

“Ind. That the persons now holding offices, hold

them only until their successors shall be appointed.

“Tord Melville had understood Mr. Canning

yesterday to say, that Lord Wellesley was of opinion

that his commission was at an end; but that he

(Mr. Canning) doubted it. This was a mistake.

What Mr. Canning stated was, that Lord Wellesley

was in doubt as to the Prince Regent’s intention,

and that he (Mr. Gann iad no means of forming

any opinion upon

Letter af Lord word Wellesley.

juare, May 27th, 1812,

“My Lorp,

“T have th: turning the papers

which your Lordship eigood as to put into

my hands this morning. I observe a material dif-

ference between the terms in which the two prin-

ciples proposed as the basis of a new administra-

tion are stated in Mr. Canning’s minute, and in

that sent to Lord Grenville and me by your Lord-

ship. I think it necessary to call your Lordship’s

attention to this circumstance, because if these dis-

cussions should proceed further, it may become of the

utmost importance. I am, with the highest regard,

my Lord, your Lordship’s very faithful and humble
servant. (Signed) GRrY.”

“The Marquess Wellesley.”
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(No. 13.)

Letter of Lord Wellesley to Lord Grrey.

“ Apsley House, May 28th 1812,

“My Lorn,

“T should have returned an earlier acknow-

ledgment of the honour of your Lordship’s letter

of yesterday, had I not thought it necessary to see

Mr. Canning before [ troubled your Lordship with

an answer to your observations on our respective

minutes.

“ flaving carefull

compared them wi

they refer, we hay

your Lordship’s int

it by our respective

to be, with the great

ship's faithful, hunts

(:

The Farl Grey.”

those papers, and

ie points to which

nelosed paper for

have anthenticated

To have the honour

, my Lord, your Lord-

“¢ WELLESLEY.”

“ The variance in point of phrase in the two propo-

sitions as stated by Lord Wellesley and Mr, Canning

in their minutes of conference arises from this cir-

cunistance, that Lord Wellesley and Mr, Canning

went to their respective conferences without having

thought it necessary, previously, to reduce into a

written form the communications which they were

to make, being in full possession of each other’s senti-

ments upon the subject of them.
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“The two minutes were written by them as con-

taining the substance of their respective communi-

cations; that of Mr. Canning in Lord Liverpool’s

presence; that of Lord Wellesley immediately after

his return from Lord Grey.

“There docs not appear to Lord Wellesley and

Mr. Canning to be any substantial variance in the

first proposition.

“The word ‘early,’ in Mr. Canning’s minute,

might be exchanged for the word ‘immediate,’ used

by Lord Wellesley, witkays in any degree altering

the sense; as witi ly pending in the

House of Commons or the events that

have recently taken have come on this

very day, the obje was to compel the

executive Governmci e the subject of the

Catholic question i ‘ation, it cannot be

necessary to say 3! g has no wish to

defer that consid > other hand, con-

sideration by the @ vernment is the ob-

ject which it is Lord Wellesicy’s intention to recom-

mend: nor does he conceive any further parlia-

mentary proceeding to be necessary or practicable

this session than such as might be suflicient to in-

sure, either by compulsion upon a hostile adminis-

tration, or by pledge from a friendly one, the con-

sideration of the question during the recess with

a view to its being brought before Parliament, by

the recommendation of the Crown, early in the en-

suing session.

“A committee to inquire into the state of the

laws has been already negatived in both Honses this

session,



MARQUESS WELLESLEY. 255

‘A “conciliatory adjustment’ of the claims of the

Irish Catholics is the object which Lord Wellesley

and Mr. Canning have equally at heart; and it

enters into both their views, that to be ‘ conciliatory,’

that adjustment must be so formed as to embrace

the interests and opinions of the English Catholies,—

also to obtain the enlightened and deliberate consent

of the Protestants of both countries. They would

think any adjustment very imperfect, which, instead

of extinguishing discontent, only transferred it from

the Catholic to the Pro

“But they cong

belief, that the gre

of the empire may

triumph to any one y

“In the substanes

is no variance as to,

‘ining a confident

‘courting the peace

tot by giving a

reconciling all.

oid proposition, there

tical and prospective

ere is, and it is

to the past, arising

ng’s and Lord Wel-

purpose; though :

natural there should®

from the difference of

lesley’s respective situations.

“When Mr. Canning says, that the Peninsula

war is to be carried on ‘with the best means of

the country,’ he intends the greatest scale of exer-

tion which the means of the country may be found

capable of sustaining.

“Tf Lord Wellesley’s expression, ‘a scale of ade-

quate vigour,’ may be construed to imply the pro-

position that the late exertions of this country have

not been proportioned to the great object of the war,

or have not been duly distributed or apportioned,

this propesition Mr. Canning certainly does not in-

ae
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tend either to affirm or to deny; simply because,

not having been in the Government during the last

two years, he has not sufficient information to be

able to pronounce an opinion whether the exertions

of those two years have or have not been below the

proper scale, or have been well or ill administered ;

nor how far they may now admit of being extended

or more judiciously applied.

“TIe concurs, however, entirely with Lord Wel-

lesley, in wishing to extend them to the utmost power

of the country; snd tecsy them in the manner

best calculated to :

Cs V ELLESLEY.”

rEORGE CANNING,”

Letter from £ d Wellesley.

Jordan Square, May 29th, 1812.

GF

“My Lorp,

“T had last night the honour of receiving your

Lordship’s letter, enclosing a paper explanatory of

the difference which I had remarked between your

Lordship’s minute and Mr. Canning’s, together with

a copy of the latter.

“T beg your Lordship to be assured that in the

observation to which I had thought it necessary to

call your Lordship’s attention, I could have no ob-

ject but that of preventing the possibility of any

further misunderstanding. We had not entered into

any explanation, which, under the circumstances of
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the moment, would perhaps have been premature, of

the details of conduct necessary to give éffect to the

first of the propositions, offered by your Lordship

as the basis of a new administration. From the

difference of the terms used by Mr. Canning in

stating that proposition, [ was apprehensive that it

might be his opinion, in concurrence with your Lord-

ship’s, that no parliamentary proceeding with refer-

ence to the claims of the Catholics, should take place

during the present session, To such an opinion I

sould not have assonied iF felt it to be due both

to your Lordship , inbing, immediately to

draw your attentis Su which if was so

desirable that there lear understanding

between us.

“T hope it is un

T can look at the

Trish and English);

the public interest

‘aayneen,

x rhe to state, that

£..the Catholics (both

view than that of

vw can be further

eution, in a matterfrom my disposition

of such preéminent importance, than to give to any

one party a triumph at the expense of another. But

T do not conceive that the repeal of the disabilities

of which the Catholics complain, can give any jnst

cause for discontent to their Protestant fellow-sub-

jects; and [am strongly of opinion, that the efficacy

of that measure must in a great degree depend on its

being carried into effeet with the least possible delay,

and with the clearest demonstrations of a conciliatory

and confiding spirit. Under this impression I should

very reluctantly abandon the hope of passing a bill

for such repeal, even during the present session; but

VOL, s
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if this cannot be done, I hold it to be indispensable,

that the most distinct and authentic pledge should

be given of the intention, both of the executive

Government and of Parliament, to take this matter

up as one of the first measures of the next. To a

proceeding of this nature, from the paper signed by

your Lordship and Mr. Canning, I am led to hope

you would not be adverse.

“As to the second proposition, the difference

which I had observed was much less important.

It is impossible te redyeeca question of this nature

to any fixed prin idigver we can say with

our present mea h, must necessarily

be general and ik whole subject being

left open to future < and decision. I can

have no hesitation iz ing to the proposition,

that if it shall be 4 wdient to continue the

exertions we are i the Peninsula, they

should be conducis mer best calculated

to answer their end

“T fear [ have troubled your Lordship much more

than is necessary under the circumstances of our pre-

sent situation; and will only add, that if we should

be called upon to pursue these considerations in their

practical details, it will be my most anxious wish,

that no difference of opinion may be found to exist

between us, respecting the conduct to be adopted

by a Government equally solicitous for the internal

peace and harmony of the empire, and for the prose-

cution of military operations in such a mode as may

appear most conducive to our ultimate security.

Lord Grenville, to whom [ have communicated your

Maw
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Lordship’s letter, and its enclosures, desires me to

express his cordial concurrence in this wish. I have

the henour to be, with the highest regard, my Lord,

your Lordship’s very faithtul humble servant.

(Signed) “GREY.”

(No. 16.)

Lord Wellesley’s Reply to Lord Grey, May 29th

1812.

y House, May 29, 1812.

“My Lorn,

““} request ¥@

thanks for your k

actual state of affairs

enter into any more }

already submitted &

to which you have

enity, ability, and oH 3

“But T cannot ot norbunity of assuring

your Lordship that - ferived from the senti-

ments so justly expressed in your letter, a firm ex-

pectation that if the advice which I have humbly

offered to the Prince Regent should be ultimately

approved, « happy prospect will open to the country

of recovering internal peace, and of prosecuting the

war with suceess, under an administration worthy

of the confidence of the Prince, and of the people,

and equal ro the arduous charge of public affairs

amidst all the dangers of the present crisis. I have

the honour to be, with the highest respect, my Lord,

your Lordship’s most faithful and obedient servant.

WELLESLEY.”

82

8 accept my sincere

lay’s date. In the

iscussions than those

Iship on the points

th so much perspi-
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(No. 17.)

Minute of « Communication made by Lord Wellesley

to Lord Grey, at Lord Grey's house. June 1st,

1812.

“Lord Wellesley stated, that he had, on that

morning, received full authority from the Prince

Regent to form an administration under his Royal

Highness’s commands; and that he was specially

authorised to connuaniesic, with Lords Grey and

Grenville on the s :

“That his Roy tertained no wish

to exclude from ¢} administration any

person, or descripti ps, who could unite

in the principles s xe administration was

to be founded. propositions stated

in Lord Wellesley fay 23rd, and sub-

sequently explaine ts which had passed

between Lord Welle: i Grey, of the dates

of the 27th, 28tii, : t May, 1812, were

intended by his Royal Highness to constitute the

foundation of his administration.

“That his Royal Mighness had signified his plea-

sure, that Lord Wellesley should conduct the forma-

tion of the administration in all its branches, and

should be First Commissioner of the Treasury; and

that Lord Moira, Lord Erskine, and Mr. Canning,

should be members of the Cabinet.

“That it was probable that a cabinet formed

on an enlarged basis must be extended to the num-

ber of twelve or thirteen members; that the Prince
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Regent wished Lords Grey and Grenville, on the

part of their friends, to recommend for his Royal

Highness’s approbation the names of four persons if

the cabinet should consist of twelve, and of five

persons if the cabinet should consist of thirteen, to be

appointed by his Royal Highness to fill such stations

in his councils as might hereafter be arranged.

“ That his Royal Highness left the selection of the

names to Lords Grey and Grenville, without any ex-

ception or personal exelusion, That in completing

the new arrangement. tI ines Regent has granted

to Lord Wellesley @ propose, for his

Royal Tlighness’s a ames of any per-

sons now occupying Royal Highness’s

councils or of any of

“ That if the prop

Grenville should b

arrangement, all

with the most anxiot

and gencral accompiods

ile to Lords Grey and

s the outline of an

vould be discussed

‘0 promote harmony

WiLLESLEY,”

(No. 18.)

Lord Grey to Lord Wellesley, dated June 2nd, on

the subject of No. 17.

“Cuunelford House, 2nd June, 1812.

“My Lorn,

*T lost no time in sending for Lord Grenville,

and have communicated to him, since his arrival,

the proposal made to me yesterday by your Lord-

ship.
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“We have felt the necessity of a further communi-

cation with our friends, and this I fear will make

it impossible for us to send our final answer to the

minute which I had the honour of receiving from

your Lordship yesterday evening, till a late hour

to-night, or early to-morrow morning.

“ To obviate, however, as far as I can, any incon-

venience which might arise from this delay, I think

it right to state to your Lordship, that the feeling

which I yesterday expressed to you, as to the nature

of the proposal whichyex were authorised by the

Prince Regent t ord Grenville and me,

had been confirn: | reflection, as well

as by the opinic nville, and indeed of

every person with ave hitherto had an

opportunity of cons have the honour to be,

with the highest. ; «xd, your Lordship’s

very: faithful, hu: GREY.”

(No. 19.)

Letters from Lords Grey and Grenville to Lord

Wellesley.

“Camelford House, June 3, 1812.

My Lorp,

“We have considered with the most serious at~

tention the Minnte which we have had the honour to

receive from your Lordship, and we have communi-

cated it to such of our friends as we have had the

opportunity of consulting,

“On the occasion of a proposal made to us, under
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the authority of his Royal Highness the Prince

Regent, we wish to renew, in the most solemn

manner, the declaration of our unfeigned desire to

have facilitated, as far as was in our power, the

means of giving elfect to the late vote of the House

of Commons, and of averting the imminent and un-

paralleled dangers of the country. No sense of the

public distress and diffeulty,—no personal feelings of

whatever description, would have prevented us, under

such circumstances, from accepting, with dutiful sub-

mission, any situstic: whu:h we could have

helped to serve hi lisbness usefully and

honourably: but ve ; on the most dis-

passionate reflectio voposal stated by

your Lordship cannot sich expectations.

“We are invited, seuss with your Lord-

ship, or with any oth mon, according to the

arious and impor-

‘es and of arrange-

armation of a new

ies, but to recommend to

usual practice in ay

tant considerations, B

ments, which befeng

government, in all its bran

his Royal Highness a niniber, limited by previous

stipulation, of persons willing to be included in a

cabinet, of which the outlines are already definitely

arranged.

To this proposal we could not accede without the

sacrifice of the very object which the House of Coin-

mons has recommended, the formation of a strong

and efficient administration. We enter not into the

examination of the relative proportions, or of the

particular arrangements, which it has been judged

necessary thus previously to establish. It ts to the
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principle of disunion and jealousy that we object; to

the supposed balance of contending interests, in a

cabinet so measured out by preliminary stipulation.

The times imperiously require aw administration

united in principle, and strong in mutual reliance:

possessing also the confidence of the Crown, and

assured of its support iy nose healing measures which

the public safety regs: dewhich are necessary to

secure to the gove n and affections of

the people.

No such hope is

which appears to us ¢

Jectionable in princi

establish within th

action inconsisten

us by the project,

‘in practice and ob-

nds, as we think, to

a system of counter-

esution of any uni-

form and beneficial icy. We must, there-

fore, request peraisst Feeling all participation

in a government constituted upon such principles;

satisfied as we are, that the certain loss of character,

which must arise from it to ourselves, could be pro-

ductive only of disunion and weakness in the ad-

ministration of the public interests. We have the

honour to be, with great respect, &e.

(Signed ) “ GREY.

(Signed) ‘* GRENVILLE,”

a
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(No. 20.)

Explanatory Letter from Lord Moira to Lord Grey,

June 3rd, on the sulyect of Lord Wellesley’s Minute,

No. 17.

“ June 3, 1812.

“ My Dear Lorp,

“he answer which you and Lord Grenville

have returned to the pr vposal taaude by Lord Welles-

ley, seems to throw an @ guputation upon me;

therefore I entreat lon of your state-

ment, as far as it F impeachment of a

procedure in which 1. You represent

the proposition for i ‘nt submitted to you

as one calculated to % hinct upon a principle

of counteraction. Wi xost material of the

public objects, wh be the immediate

ground of that cabi sad been previously

understood between the.purtics, | own it is difficult

for me to compreliend what principie of counteraction

could be introduced. If there be any ambiguity,

which docs not strike me in Lord Wellesley’s last

paper, surely the construction ought to be sought in

the antecedent communication; and I think the basis

on which that communication had announced the

intended cabinet to stand, was perfectly clear. With

regard to the indication of certain individuals, I can

assert that it was a measure adopted through the

highest spirit of fairness to you and your friends.

Mr. Canniug’s nume was mentioned because Lord

Wellesley would have declined office without him, and

K
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it was a frankness to apprise you of it; and Lord

Eyskine’s and mine were stated with a view of show-

ing that Lord Wellesley, so far from having any

jealousy to maintain a preponderance in the cabinet,

actually left a majority to those who had been ac-

customed to concur upon most public questions; and

he specified Lord Erskine and myself, that you might

see the number submitted for your exclusive nomina-

tion was not narrowed by the necessity of advertence

to us. The choice of an additional number of the

cabinet left to you, roye how undistinguish-

able we consider ¢ yours, when this

was referred to y as a mere matter

of convenience, ¢ ent of a numerous

cabinet being weli-k reference to members

of the late Cabinet, : persons, was always

to be coupled with; 1 point, that they

were such as cor he principles laid

down as the founds it projected ministry :
and the statement wiser gy ily dictated by the

wish to show that no system of exclusion could

interfere with the arrangements which the public

service might demand. On the selection of those per-

sons, | aver the opinions of you, Lord Grenville, and the

others, whom you might bring forward as members of

the cabinet, were to operate as fully as our own, and

this was to be the case also with regard to subordinate

offices. The expression that this was left to be

proposed by Lord Wellesley, was intended to prove

that his Royal Highness did not even, in the most

indirect manuer, suggest any one of those indi-

viduals.

Sau So?
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“Tt is really impossible that the spirit of fairness

can have been carried further than has been the

intention in this negotiation. I therefore lament

wost deeply that an arrangement so important for

the interests of the country should go off upon points

which I cannot but think wide of the substance of the

case. (Signed) Morra.”

(No. 21.)

Lord Wellesley te

Moira’s letter (No;

June.

ove, approving Lord

srey of the 3rd of

House, June 3rd, 1812.

‘My DEAR Lorp,

“T return the cop

Lord Grey. This

most useful, and th

judicious, clear, and

“My declaration £1 né House of Lords

was indispensably nece public and private

honour, both of which would have been involved, if
Thad not, in full Parliament, announced that I had

resigned the commission with which his Royal High-

ness had charged me. Believe me, &ec.,

‘¢ WELLESLEY.”

Lordship’s letter to

iom to Lord Grey is

it is admirably
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(No. 22.)

Lord Grey's Reply to Lord Moira’s Letter (No. 20)

of the ard of June.

“ Portman-square, 4th of Junc, 1812.

“ My pear Lorp,

“ Being obliged to go immediately from the House

of Lords to a dinner-party, and afterwards to mecting

at Lord Grenville’s, which oceupied me till a late

hour, it was not in my power to answer your letter

last night.

‘You must ti

feelings towards y

and of my confi

any opinion respect

those sentiments. 4

remote from my int

Lord Grenville, ¢

‘ec of my personal

mn for your character,

honour, to entertain

uct Inconsistent with

therefore could be more

nd T am desired by

« shown your letter,

to give you the m his part—than to

cast any imputation s you, as to the part

you have borne in the proccedings which have lately

taken place for the formation of a new administration.

We know with how sincere an anxiety for the honour

of the Prince, and for the public interest, you have

laboured to effect that object.

“ Whatsoever objections we may feel, therefore, to

the proposal which has been made to us, we beg they

may be understood as having no reference whatever

to any part of your conduct. That proposal was

made to us in a formal and authorised communication

from Lord Wellesley, both personally to me, and

afterwards in a written minute. It appeared to us to
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be founded on a principle to which we could not

assent, consistently with our honour, and with a due

sense of public duty. The grounds of this opinion

have been distinctly stated in our joint letter to Lord

Wellesley; nor can they be altered by a private

explanation, which, though it might lessen some

obvious objections to a part of the detail, still leaves

the general character of the procecding unchanged.

Nothing could be more painful to me than to enter

into anvthing like a controversial discussion with

you, in which I conkd on ypeat more at large the

same feelings and ep concurrence with

Lord Grenville, 1* xpressed in our

formal answer. 1 | sare you, before I

conclude. that I ha acnsibly, and shall

alwavs have a pi cknuowledging, your

personal kindness to nuse of this trans-

ait of true respectaction. Iam, witl

and affection, my de Anost faithfully,

“ GREY,”

&

uk

Lord Wellestey’s reply to the Letter (No. 19) from

Lords Grey and Grenville, of the 3rd of June.

* Apsley House, Jrme 3rd, 1812.

“ My Lonps,

“T received the letter by which I was honoured

from your Lordships this morning, with the most sincere

regret, and I have discharged the painful duty of sub-

mitting it to his Royal Highness the Prince Regent.
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It would have afforded me some consolation if the con-

tinuance of the authority confided in me by his Royal

Highness had enabled me, under his Royal Highness’s

commands, to offer to your Lordships a full and

candid explanation of those points in my minute

of the Ist of June, which your Lordships appear

to me to have entirely misapprehended. But as his

Royal Highness has been pleased to intimate to me

his pleasure that the formation of a new administra-

tion should be entrusted to other hands, I have

requested permission to sectine all further concern in

this transaction. :

“T remain, how

to your Lordships s

specting the comma

honour to make to ¥

ships will indulge my

T can no longer ai

Prince Regent’s anih

“T have the hona h great respect, my

Lords, your most faithful a dient servant,

(Signed) ‘¢ WELLESLEY.”

mh

anxious to submit

ory observations re-

yhich I have had the

trust. that your Lord-

advantage, although

the sanction of the

(No. 24.)

Lord Wellesley to Lord Grey on the same subject,

dated Ath June.

“ Apsley House, June 4th, 1812,

“My Lorp.

“When I applied yesterday to your Lordship

and Lord Grenville for permission to submit to you
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some explanatory observations respecting the com-

munications which ] have had the honour to make to

you by the authority of the Prince Regent, I was not

aware that Lord Moira had addressed a letter to your

Lordship of the same nature as that which I was

desirous of conveying to you. The form of such a

letter, either from Lord Moira or me, must have been

private, as neither of us possessed any authority from

the Prince Regent to open any further communica-

tion with your Lordship, or with Lord Grenville,—a

wnent, under a sanguine

afius, sanctioned by

> existing obstacles

circumstance which f de

hope that additi

authority, might By

to an amicable arra.

“Lord Moira has §

20) to your Lordshiy

contains an accursig

the real objects of

you, it appears to

full an explanation as

paper. Under these circumstances it might be

decmed superfluous trouble to your Lordship, and to

Lord Grenville, to solicit your attention to a private

letter from me; although I should be most happy if

any opportunity were afforded of renewing a con-

siliatory intercourse, under the commands of the

Prince Regent, with a view to attain the object of our

recent commmunications. I have the honour to be,

with great respect, my Lord, your Lordships’ most

faithful and humble servant, WELLESLEY.”

apy of his letter (No,

day’s date; and as it

t.eandid statement of

hich I conveyed to

iruished you with as
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(No. 25.)

Lord Greys reply to Lord Wellesley’s Letter,

(No. 24.)

“ Portinan-square, June 4th, 1812.

‘“* My Lorn,

“ J have had the honour of receiving your Lord-

ship’s letter of this day’s date.

“As Lord Moira has commnnicated to your Lord-

ship the copy of hi xo, £ take it for granted

that you have } uner been put in

possession of m: contains all that

I can say with « explanation of the

proposal made hy } Hp to Lord Grenville

and. myself,

“T was perfecti

could in no degrg

A

Lord Moira’s letter

tas an authorised

communication, bt is simply a private

explanation offered rpase of removing the

objections which had been stated by Lord Grenville

and me to the proposal contained in the written

minute transmitted to us by your Lordship, under

the authority of the Prince Regent. But though it

could not vary the effect of that minute in my

opinion, I was happy to receive it as an expression of

personal regard, and of that desire which we readily

acknowledge both in your Lordship and Lord Moira,

and which is reciprocal on the part of Lord Grenville

and myself, that no difference of opinion on the

matter in question should produce on cither side

any personal impression which might obstruct the
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renewal of a conciliatory intercourse whenever a more

favourable opportunity shall be afforded for it. I

have the honour to be, with the highest regard, my

Lord, your Lordship’s very tuithful, humble servant,

(Signed ) “Grey.”

(No. 26.)

Lord Moira to Lords Grey and Grenville, proposing

an wmterview; Sth June.

“ Lord Moira pre

Grey. Since Lord ®

froin the Prince he

(as being honoured

fidence) ventures to int

an arrangement of

interest of the ci

misunderstanding.

“Tle therefore ent ‘y and Lord Grenville

to advert to the exp janatory letter, (No, 20) of the 3rd
of June. written by him to the former: and if the

dispositions therein expressed shall appear to them

likely to lead, upon conference, to any advantageous

result, towards coiperation in the Prince’s service,

he will be happy to have an interview with them.

“ Should the issue of that conversation prove such

as he would hope, his object would be to solicit the

Prince Regent’s permission to address them formally.

He adopts this mode to preclude all difficulties in the

outset.

“Let him be permitted to remark, that the very

VOL. Nt. T

ympliments to Earl

red his commission

n end, Lord Moira

ayal Highness’s con-

unxlety he feels, that

importance for the

ot go off on any
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urgent pressure of public affairs renders the most

speedy determination infinitely desirable.

“N.B. This was written in the presence of the

Duke of Bedford, in conversation with his Grace; and

was by him carried to Lord Grey.

(No, 27.)

Note from Lords Grey and Grenuille declining un-

authorized discussions.

Lords, June 5, 1812.

atified by the kind-

i Moira acts. Per-

vill always be accept-

wea hope he will be

kkely to result from

zed discussions, and

“ We cannot but!

ness of the motive

sonal communication

able and honouraile

sensible that no ad

pursuing this subjcc

in a course different hdl practice.

“ Motives of cby must prevent our

taking any step towards determining the Prince

Regent to authorise Lord Moira to address us_per-

sonally. We shall always receive with dutiful sub-

mission his Royal Highness’s commands, in whatever

channel he may be pleased to signify them; and we

trust we shall never be found wanting in zeal for his

Royal Highness’s service, and for the public interests :

but we cannot venture to suggest to his Royal High-

ness, through any other person, our opinions on points

in which his Royal Highness is not pleased to require

our advice. (Signed) * GREY.

“GRENVILLE.”
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(No. 28.)

Lord Moira to Lords Grey and Grenville, informing

them that he has the Prince Regent's authority to

address them, and requesting to know when and

where he can see them.

June 6th, 1812. Eleven forenoon,

“Lord Moira presents his best compliments to

Lord Grey and Lord Grenville.

“ Discouraged, as he unavoidably must be, he yet

cannot reconcile it & leave any effort un-

tried; and he adopt ie for an interview,

though he doubts 5 melusion is likely

to he so well advan would have been by

the course suggested

“He has now the

take steps towards #

is authorised spect

sunt’s instructions to

of a Ministry; and

s himself to Lords

Grey and Grenvill refore his request to

know when and wheré “Be 'cakeweit upon them. He

would wish to bring Lord Erskine with him.

(No. 29.)

Minute of a Conversation between Lord Moira and

Lords Grey and Grenville, at which Lord Erskine

was present,

“St. Jamnes’s Place, June 6, 1812.

“Tord Moira stated to Lord Grey and Lord Gren-

ville that he was authorised by the Prince Regent to

consult with them on the formation of a new govern-

yO
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ment. And, satisfactory explanations having taken

place between them, respecting such measures as

appeared to be of the greatest urgency at the present

moment, more especially with reference to the situ-

ation of his Majesty’s Roman Catholic snbjects, and

the differences now unhappily subsisting with Ame-

rica; and that Lord Moira had received this com-

mission without any restriction or limitation whatever

being laid by the Prince on their considering any

points which they judged useful for his service; they

expressed their satisia: with the fairness of this

proposal, and their, water into such dis-

cussions as must ails of any new

arrangement. As : question, which ap-

peared to them of g nce, and which they

thought it necessary i to bring forward, to

prevent the inconvens wuibarrassment of the

further delay which sduced, if this ne-

gotiation should bret pve advanced state,

—They asked, ‘ Wheth ui liberty extended

to the consideration of new appointments to those

great offices of the household, which have been usually

included in the political arrangements made on a

change of administration ?—intimating their opinion

that it would be necessary to act on the same prin-

ciple on the present occasion.’

‘“‘ Lord Moira answered ‘ That the Prince had laid

no restriction upon him in that respect, and had

never pointed, in the most distant manner, at the

protection of those officers from removal; that it

would be impossible for him (Lord Moira), however,

to concur in making the exercise of this power
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positive and indispensable, in the formation of the

adinimstration, because he should deem it on public

grounds peculiarly objectionable.’

“To this Lord Grey and Lord Grenville replied,

they also acted on public grounds alone, and with no

other fecling whatever than that which arose from the

necessity of giving to a new government that character

of efficiency and stability, aud those marks of the

constitutional support of the Crown which were

required to enable it to act usefully for the public

service; and that en t! cronnils if appeared to

them indispensable ,¢ ‘ituection of the great

offices of the cour al administration,

should be clearly its first arrange-

ments,

“A decided dite

having been thus

versation ended he

regret. :

“ Nothing was said ox. et of official arrange-

ments, nor any persons proposcid on either side, to

fill any particular situation.”

nion as to this point

oath sides, the con-

al declarations of

fred

Two Letters (which passed between Lords Moira

and Grey), subjomed for the purpose of throw-

ing light on the ground of part of these transac-

tions,

(Copy, B.)

“ May Slst, 1812.

“ My par Lorp,

‘A just mxiety not to leave anything subject

to misunderstanding, must excuse me if T am trouble-
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some to you. Since I quitted you, the necessity of

being precise in terms, has occurred to me: and

although I think I cannot have mistaken you, I wish

to know if IT am accurate in what I apprehend you

to have said. I understood the position stated by

you as having been what you advanced in the [House

of Lords to be this, ‘That pledges had been given to

the Catholics, a departure from which rendered their

present disappointment more galling; and that you

said this in the hearing of persons who could contradict

you if you were inaceurst Fast say whether I have

not, Believe, &c.,

“¢ Moira.”

Fouse, May 31st, 1812,

“ My pear Lorp,

“T cannot suilt HE you for your kind

anxiety to procure = ye statement of the

words spoken by me in the House of Lords. It is
difficult to remember precise expressions so long after

they were spoken; but I am snre I cannot be far

wrong in stating the substance of what I said as

follows :

“T was speaking on the subject of the Irish

Catholics, and particularly on the charge of intem-

perate conduct which had been made against them.

I stated, that great allowances were to be made for

this, considering their repeated disappointments; and

T cited, as instances of these, the recal of Lord Fitz-

william, and the Union. I[ then said, that the most
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distinct and authentic pledges had been given to them

of the Prince’s wish to rclieve them from the disabilities

of which they complained; that I spoke in the hear-

ing of the persons who would contradict me if what

1 said was unfounded, and who would, I was sure,

support its truth if questioned; that now when the

fulfilment of these pledges was confidently expected,

to see an Administration continued in power, which

stood on the express principles of resisting their

claims, was perhaps the bitterest disappointment

they had yet experiengedpand that it was not sur-

prising if, under stances, they felt and
acted in a way iers to the peace

of the empire must.

“This I give, ss

as a correct repetitia

used by me, and thi

nor endeavour to ¢

of it, the Prince fs y personal objection

to me, I can only repmataehat<# have already said to

you, that L am perfectly ready to stand out of the way ;

that ny friends shall have my full concurrence and ap-

probation in taking office without me, and my most cor-

dial support in the government of the country, if their

measures are directed, as [am sure they must always

be, by the principles on which we have acted to-

gether.

“JT write this from Lord Holland’s in a great

hurry, and in the middle of dinner; but I was un-

willing to defer, even for a minute, to answer an

inquiry which I feel to be prompted by so friendly a

solicitude for me. | have not the means of taking a

eo, and by no means

articular expressions

L can neither retract,

if in consequence

'
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copy of this letter; I shall therefore be obliged to you

to let me have one: and Tam sure, if upon recollec-

tion IT shall think it necessary to add anything to

what I have now said, you will allow me an oppor-

tunity of doing so. Lam, with the sincerest regard,

my dear Lord, yours very faithfully, GREY.”

The negotiations detailed in the foregoing corre-

spondence, gave rise to lengthened explanations in

both Houses of Parliament. Lord Wellesley declared

that they had failed scuuence of “the most

dreadful personal : id the most terrible

difficulties arising ons the most com-

plicated and impert valled on to explain

what he meant by #! s dreadful personal

anitnosities,” his Lord ‘od that he had used

those expressions «ed eference to the Earl

of Liverpool and trom whom only the

obstacles to which | ed, had arisen. The

result of the whole was;tivb-the Earl of Liverpool

was retained in the post ‘of Prime Minister, (to which

he had been elevated by chance,) and though he

possessed no eminent qualitics to distinguish him as

a statesman, he remained at the helm till 1827,

when his public life was terminated by a_ stroke

of apoplexy.*

* Lord Liverpool died Deeember 4th, 1828.
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CHAPTER XI.

Disabilities on the Profession of the Roman Catholic Religion.—Incon-

sistent with Justice and the Rights of Conscience.—The Coutroyersy

virtually deeided in 1812—The Trath and Justice of the Catholic

Claims then uicontestably proved.—Great Kiferts of the Friends of

Religious Freedom in Parliausw

feated in the Lords.— Lex

mous,— Defeated. — 1

Aduiirable Speech of

Grattan brings the Que

ported by Canning, Brough

defeated. —Canning once us

the Motion is carried by a]

lies, and the Fricnds of ©

Wellesley brings orwari,

Tt is defeated by a Maia

Quotations frou Lord Ye

Shiel now take the lead of

and Parliamentary Advox

pily ended.

itywilliam’s Motion. —De-

tegiow In the House of Com-

ves for a Committee —

Motion defcated.—Mr,

of Commons.—Tg sup-

—-Mr. Grattan’s Motion

he Catholic Question, and

gem tigh Tones of the Catho-

s idberty—The Marquess

the House of Lords. —

T Dukes having Voted-—

= Mr. Connell and Mr,

Notice of the. Literary

-—The Controversy hap-

oe.

Tue laws attaching civil disabilities..to the profession

of the Roman Catholic religion viewed impartially in

the light of history will appear rather as the productions

of a barbarous age, than of a country boasting its arts,

refinement, and attainments in letters, philosophy, and

political liberty. Yet so fatal an influence has preju-

dice in darkening the mind, and exacerbating the

affections, that several men, who we cannot deny were

able, wise, and virtuous in their general character,

were found amony the supporters of the penal code ;—
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falling into the very illogical error of holding the pro-

fessors of the Roman Catholic religion, in the eighteenth

and nineteenth centuries, responsible not only for the

dogmas of schoolmen in ages and nations uncongenial

to light and human liberty, but for the atrocities which

had been perpetrated in past times by members of that

body ; although these rude and illiberal doctrines had

again and again been publicly and solemnly abjured,

and those excesses had been condemned in the same

category with every act, provocative or retaliatory, of

a kindred character

If we consider &

to be at variance

principle of justice

without let or his

sacred and tmahendeé

were fetters upon tb

forged by persons ¢

private judgment. sonsistency of human

nature. Even our gh at enlightened Milton—

one of the apostles of civil liberty-—while he exclaimed

“Give me the liberty to know, to utter, and argue and

freely, according to conscience, above all other Uiber-

ties,” denied even toleration to Papists !

The civil disabilitics of Roman Catholics were impo-

litic, because they tended to alienate and denationalize

a large body whose allegiance was essential to the sta-

bility of the state, and because they kept alive dissen-

sions which embittered social life, and endangered the

peace of the kingdom.

They were inconsistent, because while the British

Government refused to treat as citizens men who, it

they will appear

conscience and every

ght to worship God

he fear of man—a

f ail mankind, They

f the human mind,

mselves the right of
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was admitted, held many of the great essentials of the

faith common to all Christians, the followers of Moham-

med, the disciples of Vishnu and Zoroaster, the worship-

pers of the idol Juggernaut were caressed by the same

Government in India, and the tenderest regard was paid,

not only to their rights, but to their prejudices, super-

stitions, and even their revolting customs! What height-

ened the inconsistency was, that the religion, the pro-

fession of which was thus made penal, had been the creed

of their forefathers, to whom we are indebted for so

many of our most cherishe¢ s and institutions! Be-

sides, at the very 3 r Percevals, Liver-

pools, Eldons, Sidm reaghs were refus-

ing to uccede to th ic Roman Catholics

of Ireland, they were the Pope in his chair

by British arms, 7 ding refue- +9 every

ant

priest. of the Ror ot

from the Contine.

No Catholic cou.

this Kingdom, Chan Sen,

Tae" {Ech Preasr we Courts of
Justice, Chancalor or uxchequer, Puisne Judye,
Judge in the sdmiralty, Master of the Rolls, Secretary

of Stide Neeper of the Privy Scal, Vice-'Treasurer,
his Deputy, Teller or Cashier of Exchequer, Auditor-

General, Governor or Custos Rotulorum of Counties,

Chief-Governor’s Secretary, Attorney-, Solicitor- General,

Master in Chancery, Provost or Fellow of Trinity Col-

lege Dublin, Postmaster-General, Master and Licuten-

ant-General of Ordnance, Commander-in-Chief, Gencral

on the Stai¥, Sheriff, Sub Shertt!} Mayer, Bailiff, Recor-

der, Burgess, or any other officer in a city er a corpo-
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ration. No Catholic could be ,°@lons .to a Protestant,

and no priest guardian at all: no Catholic could be a

game-keeper, or have for sale or otherwise, any arms or

warlike stores; no Catholic could present to a living:

the pecuniary qualification of Catholic Jurors was

made higher than that of Protestants, and no relax-

ation of the ancient rigorous code was permitted,

unless to those who should take an oath prescribed by

13 and 14 Geo. TIL.*

The year 1812 was an epoch in the history of the Ca-

tholic question. As gearguiiont was concerned, the

controversy was the justice and necessity

of emancipation wi rted but unanswer-

ably demonstrated. that deserved the

name of a, statesman isfied that the Catho-

lies shor’? he disenthy that ultimately it

r rede to their rea~

ie time and mode

.er of doubt ; and

never «ged forward by the

eloquence vz lvocates, but the

dogged’ reply of the oppre — was, “This is not the

time to effect so great a change.”

The invincible obstinacy of King George he Vibra

on the Catholic question, which, contrary to the con-

stitution of the country, placed the personal senti-

ments of the Sovercign against public policy, rendered

it hopeless to press the case upon the attention of

Parliament; but the establishment of a Regency

removed this obstacle, and the supposed liberal

sentiments of the Prince of Wales appeared to

* Vide works of the Rev, Sydacy Susith,
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afford a favourable opportunity for settling the ques-

tiou.

Ou the 31st of January Harl Fitzwilliam submitted

a motion to the House of Lords :---“ That the House do

resolve itself into a committce of the whole [Touse to

take into consideration the present situation of affairs

in Ireland.” The Duke of Devonshire seconded the

motion; but it was deleated by a majority of 83.

Nothing daunted by this result, on the 3rd of February

a similar motion was made in the House of Commons

by Lord Morpeth,* ay to letters and public

liberty, respected 4 t of the virtues of

the father, as of the nable qualities of

the sun, who now se « that historic title.

The motion was reje rity of 94. On the

21st of April the Earl ghinore moved “ for a

committee to take ¢ ion the claims of the

Catholic body f ti 3 disabilities under

which the lubonred “occasion his Royal

Highness the Duke of Sug atte an elaborate speech

in favour of the motion; which was subsequently

printed with historical illustrations of constderable

value. The striking speech of the Marquess Wellesley

m this debate has been already alluded to. Bigotry,

however, was again triumphant; the members on the

division) being, for the motion 103, against it 174,

Two days afterwards Mr. Grattan brought the ques-

tion again before the House of Commons in a new

shape, and moved for a committee ; the debate was

adjourned to the following night, and was protracted

till six o'clock in the morning of the 25th. “ There

* Now Earl of Carlisle, Vide Appendix, vol. i,
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was no possible light,” observes a contemporary

writer, “in which the subject could be placed which

was not resorted to by the different speakers.” The

startling eloquence of Grattan, which has wreathed

a never-fading garland round his head, was exerted

in all its power :—

“ Kven Tyranny listening sate melted or mute,

And Corruption shrunk scorch’d from the glance of his mind.”

Canning, Brougham, Romilly, and the other “ chiefs in

the eloquent war,” inguished themselves ;

and though there majority of 85,

it was easy to dik arguments which

had been advanced in in favour of Catho-

lic emancipation, he ng impression upon

Parliament. On the 2 na Mr. Canning made

another attempt te : use of Commons to

‘take.the Catholic «ij » sonsideration.

Ile laid down three yp sh, in his opinion,

the whole matter restedoc+ “ould assume as a

general rule, that citizens of the same state, living

under the same government, are entitleu, vramd facie,

to equal political rights and privileges. 2nd. ‘Tat it is

at all times desirable to create and maintain the mow.

perfeet identity of interest and feeling among all the

members of the same community. 3rd. That where

there exists in any community a great permanent cause

of political discontent, which agitates men’s minds

without having any tendency to subside of itself, it

becomes the duty of the supreme power in the state to

determine in what mode it may most advantageously

be set at rest.
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Justice and eloquence were successful on this occa-

sion, These repeated blows, by arms of so much power,

heated even the iron heart of Castlereagh,—who ex-

pressed himself favourable to an inquiry into the

Catholic claims. Mr. Canning’s motion was carried by

a decisive majority—the numbers being 235 for it ;

106 against it!

The Marquess Wellesley brought forward a similar

motion on the 1st of July in the Upper House. The

public locked on with intense anxiety—the hopes of

the Catholics beat high-<theby darling object seemed to

be within their get their deliverance

appeared to be draw pponents of tolera-

tion began to fear é of their despotism

was at hand; but als high anticipations

were dashed down hy af one absent peer!

The numbers on tl re—for Lord Wel-

lesley’s motion, cor 4, proxies 51,—total

125, non-contents, roxies 52, total 126,

Majority against the € sos one. Five Royal

Dukes voted; two with the noble Marquess, three

against him. Of the bench of Bishops three were

favourable to the motion ; fifteen were against it.

rhe Marquess Wellesley on this memorable occasion,

spoke to the following effect: “T rise, my Lords, to sub-

mit to your Lordships my promised resolution on the

subject of the political disabilities go which fhe Roman

Cathoics of Great Britain and Ireland are subject.

‘The question has been often agitated, but never fully,

maturely, sud deliberately considered. The ordinary

maxims of state policy-which have heen applied to

every other subject that has cugaged your Lordships’

=

anne
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attention, have in this instance been violated, The

more important any question has been--the greater

and more powerful the bedy which it concerned—the

more extensive the interests involved in it—so much

the more deliberately, attentively and dispassionately

has that question been usually investigated ; but in

regard to the disabilitics to which the Roman Catholic

subjects of the Empire are subject, this course has been

inverted. ‘The respectful claims of that great class of

the population of the Empire have been met by passion

rather than by reagen andesound wisdom ;—sometimes

they have excite fines vengeance—at

other times conturi spt, and in several

instances a combinat ae prejudicial feelings

operating to exclude sssession of their legi-

timate rights, so valua riion of the community.

Tn this stute of the veya] persons greatly to

their honour, hay. themselves by the

most praiscworthy e¢ fiions which I flatter

mysclf have not been un. We have before

us the treatment of this qu , for a long series of

ages, under a great varicty of vicissitudes ; and we have

anu opportunity of judging and examining the effects

which have been produced by the treatment which

has ern reer acd. It is therefore for us to consider

whether a regular plain system founded on principles

which shall embrace all the greed objects of ttate can-

now be devised? It is for us to consider how ¥ can

‘ve applied to this great body of subjects? It is for us

to deliberate how those who do not profess the estab-

lished religion can be incorporated in the body of the

state 4 This momentous question has always been in-

va
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troduced in a manner the most singular. At one time

it was pressed forward, snatching at one circumstance ;
at another, it was influenced by a different but a

temporary consideration. I conceive I should be guilty

of disrespect to your Lordships were I to designate as

a system the laws which are sought to be repealed.

They are no system—they possess nothing indicative

of a system—such a term cannot be applied to them—

they cannot be described in that way. We have never

had the opportunity of considering this question as a

great whole which goes to affect the feelings and the

xeople, and to which

nd justice which

to be applied.”

» state the principles

his motion to the con-

sideration of the Hou

“T then ask your,

so perfect in thec

ether the system is

i in symmetry—so

sound in principle in frame—and _ so

strongly and evidentiy markediwith the characters of

wisdom, that it must be improper even to take the sub-

ject into consideration ? I-next ask your Lordships

whether, supposing the system not to be perfect in

theory, (and there are -many parts of our constitution

which do not rest upon perfection in theory, but upon

their advantages in practice,) it is so excellent in prac-

tice that you ought not to apply your minds to the

question whether, though the theory is defective, the

system has practically a tendency to promote the best

interests of the country, to secure its p wer, its liberty,

and the authority and stability even of the Established

VOL. UE. U
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Church,—whether, in short, it is so well calculated to

secure those objects for which it was instituted as still

to render it improper to consider the subject at all?

There is another point of view in which I should also

wish your Lordships to apply your minds to the ques-

tion ;—suppose the theory defective and the practical

consequences in some respects detrimental, is it an evil

which must be endured ?-—is it impossible to get rid of

it 2 or must it be submitted 4o—as often happens in

human affairs—in order to prevent a greater evil ?

Are the mischiefs aris: , the prevalence of the

system less than ¢ ¢ follow its destruc-

tion? I then wish é to inquire whether

the time at which tht now brought before

you—whether the h PT have called your

Lordships’ attention ther the end of that

consideration of the ch it is the object of

my resolution to prop the 0 objectionable

as to induce your & hat ground alone to

reject it, though the pr ; should be proved to

be favourable to my vie question ?”

His Lordship then proceeded to discuss these topics

separately :—

“With regard, then, to the first proposition—the

theoretical perfection of the system—without recurring

to ancient times and all the various causes as detailed

in our history from which the system originated and

advanced to its present state, I shall only ask your

Lordships to look at it as it now exists. In Hngland

the Roman Catholics are disabled from voting for

members of Pi rliament and from sitting nm Parka-

ment ; and they are excluded from holding any offices
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civil and military. That the conduct of the Roman

Catholics of England has for a long time been most

exemplary and conformable to every principle of good

government, no one, I presume, will venture to deny.

Yet the operation of this system is to subject the

Roman Catholics of England to disabilities from which

the Roman Catholics of Ireland are to a certain degree

exempt. What, then, is the operation of the system in

Ireland? Thus, while the Catholics are admitted to

certain civil offices, théy are excluded from the most

important. They area to the bar, but dis-

qualified from servi & that profession ;

and the lower classe ‘« therefore discon-

tented,—Iho e not di discontented ; and

that disconte: neces wt of the concession

itself. It is cue tha n act of Parliament

which in its ¢ mene« to the capacity of

Trish Catholics, 1 ¢ saths, to hold any

situation; but sta 7€ me act proceeds to

exclude them eo nat. res) offices that may be

supposed likely to excite the ambition of ardent and

honourable minds. The aa uission to the bar must

inspire every English and [rish Catholic with the

belief that he is deemed qualified to proceed farther ;

and yet here he is permitted to advance to a certain

extent, and then has the mortzfication to be stopped

in the midst of hig career. \ne army, the operation

of the system is the same. Cathglics are allowed to

reach a certarn point; and when they have attained that,

they find au insuperable bar to their further progress.
Such is its effect in a variety of othe, points. More

ample concessions have been made to the Irish than
we
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the English Catholics.” Having dwelt on the incon-

sistency of treating the Roman Catholics of England

with a greater degree of rigour than their Irish

brethren, the Marquess Wellesley proceeded :-—

“TI next request your Lordships to look at this

system as it operates upon Catholics in Scotland; and

what I may say on this subject, I advance with the less

diffidence because, if I fall into error, I shall be subject

to correction. I ask whether, by the law of Scotland

since the year 1793, Catholics are not admissible to

all offices, civil and . that covatry? That I

think will appear ¢ The ct is, that the

English Catholics all 2 disabilities

imposed by the sys far as. was relaxed

by the act of 1781; Catholi of Scotland,

though precluded fro x men ers of Parlia-

ment or sitting in Pg eady sible to every

office, civil or mii aw that country

were examined in ject, I believe it

would appear that, ung chis privilege of

the Catholics, they are liable toa prosecution for the

exercise of their religio’ Such is the strange and

monstrous anomaly of te system in Scotland. But

how has it happened tk «¢, with these superior advan-

tages enjoyed by the C’ holics, the Established Church

in Scotland is still sa._? The Catholics might surely

have done a great de... wo pero. that has elapsed

since 1793. Even ‘he High Commissior+r to the Kirk

may be a Roman Catholic ; though if he happen to

engage in the exercise of his religion on his way to the

General Asseml y, he would still render himself liable

to a prosecv’.on. How then has the Establishment of
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Scotland escaped the danger - Why are we not alarm-
ed for the consequences? I have never heard that

any ground of apprehension ever existed, or that the

Presbyterian or Episcopalian Church of Scotland has

been in greater danger than the Established Church in
those parts of the empire in which the system has been

preserved in a higher degree of vigour.” “Such,” con-

tinued the noble speaker,..“ such 3 is the strange, absurd,

and monstrous anoma

England, Scotland,

The Marquess W

sition that t] syste

professors of ne Rom

to natural ji. tice :-~

“T insist. iat it

inflict any & xabilité

them from th. odin es of the constitution,

unless the sea “ty of essarily demand the

exclusion. Io it is prim& facie @ gross injustice

which can be qua, 7 only by the clearest proof of

its necessity. It is not ‘'y contrary to natural justice,

but I contend it is cont. -y also to the spirit of the

Christian religion to unpo. “disabilities merely on ac-

count of religious opinions; wT say that these disabi-

ities are in reality imposed erely on that account.”

The noble Marquess cont . ‘ed: “But I go further,

my Lords; I maintain the sys. -m was never intended

religion was contrary

natural justice to

as, and to exclude
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history of the penal laws, and traced their progress

from the times of James the First to those of the

Pretender :—

“Are we now under the apprehension of any such

danger? Is there any dread of the principles of a

popish pretender? Are the circumstances of that

and of the present time, in any point, similar to each

other? No; they are all completely distinct and

different. My Lords, 4 in that the authority of
Lord Somers and | e, instead of being

against us, is direc bave the proof that

these great men did he gua and securi-

ties then provided, 2 o time aud circum-

stances like the pres not cle that these

guards and securiti ed fc the circum-

stances of the time: nit is expressly

provided that they reat casure cease

when the circumstan ve ri to them no

longer existed? This 1s a distinc’ cognition that

the provisions were intended + «ae framers to be

merely temporary, and to exr’ | with the occasion.”

Having considered the p .tion of the Pope, then a

prisoner in the hands of P_naparte, his Lordship em-

phatically observed :—

“Tt is therefore no lor er to be disputed that the

circumstances I have ad’ :rted to should not be a bar

to the consideration of uis great and national question.
ar alm faarnenon anNa srnaiea aa at hand?
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Lord Wellesley next requested the House of Lords

to direct their attention to the practical effect which

the system had in its general consequences :—

“Has it not inflicted penalties? And when penal-

ties are inflicted on account of religious tenets, may it

not justly be called intolerance? This, my Lords, is

no other than persecution; for if mankind are, on

account of their mode of thinking, to be debarred of

civil rights, they are immediately punished with perse-

cution. The consequence is, that discontent must

spring up amongst those..who are thus treated with

Hut it has been sug-

are professed by Ca-

ubjects, are of them-

estant Establishment

ex of Popery. I shall

ntering into a descrip-

: represented to be ;

: lenied by the Catho-

lies; they have bes ; that religious class in

all countries of Eure Hy All the Catholic author-

ities which are to be fo * in the present period of

the world. And is it for ason like this that a sys-

tem of laws so hostile to tne pirit of all wise legisla-

tion, to the spirit of religion, o the spirit of the con-

stitution, is to be suffered toe. ‘st? Is there anything

so excellent in its frame, so p fect in its symmetry,

so sound in its objects, as to ake it worth our

while to sustain it at all hazards: No: it is an ano-

maly—all contradiction—all shor. sightedness. It

gives up what might produce good, ar : TM% gives it up

for what has produced evil ; leaves ope © what it might

intolerance a |

gested that t’ ; pr

tholics with spee

selves suffick t to p

upon its gua, agais

not detain yc * Lor

tion of what se

but they have .
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be prudent to shut, and it shuts what it is only safe.to

open !

“ Are we, my Lords, to retain this system in defi-

ance of its strange incongruities in England, Scotland,

and Ireland ; relaxing where there might appear some

reason for restraint, and imposing restraint where no

evil could result from relaxation ? or are all its prac-

tical evils completely compensated for by the beauty

and perfection of its theoretical contexture, that we

ought not to venture to approach it with the sacri-

legious hand of innov. ssured'y no one will

maintain such a prox the her hand, are

the practical bene id inc ce us to bear

with the theoreticak abs: ities which

it presents? I am ; some: es the best

effects flow from sue! 3 but i iat the case

in the present instar mean’ On the con-

trary, they go to i# s 0? shose who are

within the sphere & * 3. Sufferings I

repeat. Is not tie t mm Parliament a

suffering? Is it no degriu nm? Ts not every pri-

vation of the kind by whic ven are marked out from

their fellow-subjects degr. tion and consequently suf-

fering? Your Lordshiy will recollect that an inabi-

lity to hold civil and r {itary offices is inflicted as a

penalty for misdemear irs of the highest description

committed by public men—if not as a penalty, as

what is it inflicted? And if it is inflicted as a penalty

in the one case, he can it be divested of that charac-

ter in the other? Tf it is admitted to be a penalty,

then will I say jhat the Catholics subjected to it are

subjected toa enalty of the nature of persecution ;
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for it is too narrow a view to take of persecution, my

Lords, to hold that fire and faggot and the rack are

the only ministers which can execute its bidding !”

Having exhausted every part of the subject which

his Lordship introduced to the House, the Marquess

Wellesley concluded this remarkable speech in the

following words :—

‘“‘The importance of the subject, the probable effect

of evasion, the danger of delay, all concur to press this

great question upon me, and compel me to call upon

you for some led; seedy consideration.

Then I, with ot rs ce I will be happy to

claim, and aft . w ‘hom, I am ready to

take my share in thi £ this question, will

be proud and = wppy ward with those mea-

sures which, pre a final arrangement,

seem to us mos calc ye the happiness and

prosperity of v e measures must not

be suffered to. ° sledge ; if they are,

let Parliament look + ; on the feelings of the

country ;—let them, abo , look to its impression

on Ireland,—let them, l. to the consequence of

telling any great body of m that they shall have no

place among us; that we ha laid up their disabili-

ties in the very temple of the -onstitution, and made

their restraints the palladium o: %ur liberties. I trust

in God we are now about to bir. vurselves to the final

arrangement which wi'4 amend aif -secure all—recon-

cile all; and I tretrefore move you, my Lords, that

this House will ecarav in the next session of Parlia-

ment, take into its most serious cor ideration, the

state of the laws ahecting his Majesty’s Roman Catho-

m4
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lic subjects in Great Britain and Ireland, with a view

to such a final and conciliatory adjustment as may

conduce to the peace and strength of the United King-

dom, to the stability of the Protestant Establishment,

and the general satisfaction and concord of all classes

of his Majesty’s subjects.”

A general election at the close of 1812 changed the

composition of the House of Commons; and notwith-

standing the declarations of the Earl of Liverpool and

Lord Castlereagh, the Roman Catholics were sent back

to the gloom of slage: athey vere destined to

endure during a dy ever ‘en years.

While the frien: eligic s liberty were

making these vigaré pon the “itadel of in-

tolerance in the Sena rose ar aarkable man,

who took the leadersi

his own undaunte

fellow-countrymen }

aio th hearts of his

od. not with elo-

quence according »., with an extra-

ordinary power of hearts of his au-

dience. He was hailed, the poetic language of

his enthusiastic followers a Moses,* who was about

to lead his brethren fort rom the bondage of Goshen ;

he was “ skilled in all 2 learning of the Egyptians,”

and was implicitly fol wed even through the stormy

paths of the sea :—wl is ignorant of his forty years’

travail in the wilder «—the chiding and murmuring

of faint-hearted fol’ wers— nis perseverance, and final

arrival at Jordan? Although not listinguished by the

meek attribute of the Hebrew aeliverer, he was ac-

*« Ye bonasmen of Egypt ! a Moses ampears,

To Jea:| your dark steps thro’ this diesert of tears |”
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companied in his pilgrimage by a faithful Aaron, a

“ spokesman unto the people.”

But though Daniel O’Connell and Richard Lalor

Shiel were principal instruments in accomplishing Ca-

tholic Emancipation, it is not difficult to see that but

for the steady devotion of the strong parliamentary

phalanx of the friends of universal toleration and

freedom of conscience, ail their efforts would have

been in vain. For a long.series of years the follow-

ing distinguished aoe ‘their undivided ener-

gies in the Co¥hy rds Holland, Grey,

Erskine, Moira, € eth, John Russell, Mil-

ton, the Duke Si a, Romilly, Brougham,

Canning, Pluy 2%, .- But even the elo-

quence of th. gre would have been inef-

fectual, but fo ¢h “ff a powerful press.

Father O’Leary, vd eter Plymley”), Cob-

bett, Thomas sishop Milner, Lingard,

and the Mdinburg tributed powerfully in

dispersing popular pre, ‘ices; and many great and in-

flucntial journals unceasin, * demanded the settlement

of the question. Thank G. the question has been

settled ! and there is scarcey a man in the United

Kingdom who would now desi. to see it disturbed, ox

who would (were it possible) « ire the restoration of

the system which received its c ‘p de grace in 1829.

Toleration, respect for the rights. conscience, mutual

forbearance, and charity, srs the *». guarantees fon

the happiness of civil society.
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CHAPTER XII

Blockades and Restrictions upon Trade removed by Peace.—Alarm of

the Landed Proprictors.— Average Price of Wheat, from 1804 to 1814,

Ninety Shillings per Quarter.— That Price considered by many as a

fair one,—The Lords appoint : ee to examine the State of the

Corn Trade.—They repost sh ghaule be. absolutely prohibited

till the Price of Wheat olent Commotions in

the Manufacturing Dis 4. roduced into Parlia-

ment.— All Efforts to « e the Pivot below Eighty

Shillings, fruitless.—Mo yeral ) ys.—The Populace

surround the Houses of waltre some Members.—

The Military culled ont,- fothers a led, and obliged to

i

keep. Soldiers in their Fe erforce ith Soldiers, &c. at

his Family Prayers,—7T h He -es.—Protest against

it drawn up by Lord G far ss Wellesley.— The

Marquess Wellesley c«

re-com mencement of th Buoneparte from Elba.

—Submits a Motion t« tH eon the Escape of Buona-
pa:te—Supports Lord Lansdewr Motion for a Reduction of the

Forees.—Observations on the ay in India.—Urges Economy.—

Condemns the Incame Tax.— ress and Discontent of the Working

Classes.— Again iiaws atte n to the lavish Expenditure of the

Public Incorme.—Opposes 3 Suspension of the Habeas Corpus.—

Supports the Midsters, in | 19, in their Efforts to suppress Sedition.

senna, and opposes the

Qn the terminatio’ of hostilities with America and

the continental wa the blockades which had disar-

ranged the comm. +ce vi the-whole world, and com-

mitted havoc or all regular trade, were removed.

Commercial ir* srcourse between nation and nation, it

was hopeu, wuld return to its former channels, and

peace permit ‘industry and enterprise to exert them-
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selves without hinderance or limitation. A vast arti-

ficial system had grown up under the restrictions of

rigid blockades and acts of non-intercourse. From the

year 1804 to the year 1814 the average price of wheat

in England was 90s. per quarter. The landed interests

were resolved, if possible, to keep up this scale of

prices ; and anticipating that the markets would soon

be giutted with foreign corn, which could be sold ata

much cheaper rate, they made preparations in the Le-

gislature to rdgulate the corn trade by law. On the

10th of June, 1°14, a comanaitbee of the House of Lords

was appointed 1 ircumstances of the

corn trade; 1 s¢ yom that date they
made their rc ort, ¥ restrictions on im-

portation. T com’ ; on the 27th of June,

instructed to arain an the question, and

make a secon. repo ‘sult of the labours of

the committee :

long as the avera, =

per quarter, the pu
against supplies fro: untries—that tilk, the

average price of wheat a ‘ined the pivot of &0s.

foreign corn should be abs. ‘tely prohibited. This

was considered by the agricu urists as a very reason-

able proposition,-~SOs. per qua ‘er for wheat being ac-

counted a very “low figure.” ‘ome of the witnesses

were of opinion that the ports ould be shut against

foreign grain till the price of whe was 96s. per quar-

ter ; and out of sixteen agricultural ‘itnesses examined

before the committee, but four sug, ested a lower

standard than 8Us. The second repo on the corn

trade was presented on the 29th of July: 1814; but as
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the country had not yet felt the evids of peace, the

session closed without any other legislative proceeding

relative to corn than the repealing the 54th of George

III. ¢. 69, by which a bounty was given on its expor-

tation.

The recommendation of the Lords’ committee pro-

duced violent tumults in the metropolis, in the large

towns, and in the manufacturing districts. Public

meetings were held to petition against its adoption,

and the whole country was in a statd of dangerous

commotion.

‘The average pri on months of the

year 1814 was as d -en 60s. The

agriculturists becsy: Ruin, they declared,

was impending over rcaltur and early in

the session of 1815 : ought to Parliament,

giving effect te the x ions ¢ the committee

of the previous se eg? . per quarter as

the point at which t . be permitted ;—

positively prohibites vorn as long as prices

were’below that mark.

The manufacturing p lation petitioned and re-

monstrated ; butas neit’ . Leeds, Manchester, Birming-

ham, nor the other grez seats of commercial enterprise,

were then represented 1 Parliament, their expostula-

tions were unheeded Riots took place in many

places, and a strong eeling of discontent and disaf-

fection to the @ sernment was manifested in dif-

ferent parts of Gr .t Britain.

The bill wa~ warmly contested in Parliament, but

the influence hich the nomination boroughs secured
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to its promoters in the House of Commons enabled

them to command decided majorities in its favour. At

an early stage of the Corn Bill in the House of Com-

mons a division took place on the proposition that

72s. should be substituted instead of 80s. The mo-

tion was negatived by an overwhelming majority ;

there being 35 votes for it ; against it 154. On the

3rd of March, the vicinity of the Houses of Parliament

was thronged by a vast multitude in a high state of

excitement. Severa! members were stopped and

interrogated ; oro. f

the houses of &

regulations we’ vis!

tary were call 1 out sured great exertions

to keep the ‘reets 3a this evening (the

3rd of March) ‘he g¢ he House of Commons

was closed a “8 3 Another attempt was

made to mit ey of the law by

making 74s. t ad of 80s. There

were, however, tut 7 2°°%% avour of the proposal,

and 208 against it. On, * 8th of May, on the bring-

ing up of the bill, the ady ‘tes of free trade made

another atvempt to throw o. the bill, An amend-
ment was moved that the bill s}_ wld be read that day six

months, and it was supported . ¥ many able speeches ;

but the amendment was lost, t ~re being, 50 for it,

168 against it. A final cffort wa: ‘ade to substitute a

lower pivot price than 80s., leay _ it to the House to”

determine what the precise sum stv. 4 be: 78 members

supported this motion, and 184 oppor 7 it. On the

10th of March, the last attempt was ma __vo arrest the
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progress of the bill; 77 voted for throwing out the

bill, —245 for it. The Corn Bill passed the House of

Commons by a majority of 168.
In the House of Lords the measure passed with less

difficulty. It was sanctioned by the Upper House on

the 20th of March by a majority of 107 ;—there being

21 non-contents; among whom was the Marquess

Wellesley. His Lordship had, in his conflict with the

Court of Directors while in India, exhibited a stead-

fast adherence to freedom of trade; and he opposed

the Corn Bill of i8 : geound that it was

wrong, on princi ssgagi tions on the

supply of food, a: hera happiness was

best promoted by srce { c. The argu-

ments against prohi estrict’ as on the im-

portation of corn s ly sup aed up in the

following document, Grenville and

the Marquess Welles!

PROTEST AGAINST: ~qL OF 1815.

“1. Because we are a0 -se in principle to all new

restrictions on commer We think it vertain that

public prosperity 1s b. promoted by leaving uncon-

trolled the free current sf national industry ;. and we

wish rather, by well onsidered steps, to bring back

our commercial legi «tion to the straight and simple

line of wisdom, the increase the deviation by sub-

jecting additional =. extensive branches of the public

interest to free’ systems of artificial and injurious

restriction.

“2. Becaus we think that the great practical rule of
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leaving all commerce unfettered, applies more peculiarly,

and on still stronger grounds of justice as well as of

policy, to the corn trade than to any other. Irresis-

tible, indeed, must be the necessity which could in our

judgment authorise the legislature to tamper with the

sustenance of the people, and to impede the free pur-

chase and sale of that article on which depends the

existence of so large a portion of the community.

“ 3. Because we think that the expectations of ulti-

mate benefit from this measure are founded on a

delusive theory. We cannot persuade ourselves that

this law will ev contri ta-produce plenty, cheap-

ness, or steadi 2s ng as it operates at

all, its effects 1us 2e of these. Mono-

poly is the pa 2nt « arness, and of uncer-

tainty. To cr of sources of supply can

only tend to | ‘sen i nce ; to close against

ourselves the ch sany commodity must

enhance the price urchase it; and to

confine the consumer & 1¢ produce of his own

country ts to refuse te 2 benefit of that pro-

vision which Providence itse ‘as made for equahzing

to man the variations of seas. ‘and of climate.

“A, But whatever may be 1 e future consequences

of this law, at some distant an uncertain period, we

see with pain that those hopes . ust be purchased at

the expense of great and present « ‘ls. To compel the

consumer to purchase corn deare. at home than it

might be imported from abroad, is th. immediate prac-

tical effect of this law. In this way al. can it ope-

rate. Its present protection, its promise. uxtension of

agriculture must result (if at all) from the profits

VOL, Il. X
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which it creates by heeping up the price of corn to an

artificial level. These future benefits are the conse-

quences expected, but, as we confidently believe, erro-

neously expected, from giving a bounty to the grower of

corn by a tax levied on the consumer.

“And on all these grounds we are anxious to record

our dissent from a measure so precipitate in its course,

and, as we fear, so injurious in its consequence.

Aveust. Freverick. * Durron.t

WILuiAM FREDERICK. + Cuanpos Buckineuam.§

GRENVILLE. MontTrort.

WELLESLEY. IC cs

ESSEX.

TORRINGTON,

cling gainst the bill

of Parl -ment who sup-

lito ve their houses

tho became part

cece, writing to his

Sotviolent was th

of 1815, that sever;

ported the measure,

guarded day and r

of their househoic

soldiers, and a peace

officer at the family pra 3!

The Marquess Wel ey strongly disapproved of

the proceedings of tr Congress of Vienna and the

Treaty of Fontaineble 1, guaranteeing to Napoleon the

sovereignty of Elba His Lordship also opposed the

renewal of the w after the escape of the imperial

prisoner from th island. On the discussion of the

Regent’s messa 7th of April, 1815, the noble Mar-

quess said

* Duke of Sussex. + Duke of Gloucester,

£ Marquess of Douglas. § Father of the present Duke.
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“That whatever was the ultimate result of the pre-

sent calamitous crisis, it could not fail to be animat-

ing amidst the dangers which threatened this country

and Europe ; that the spirit of our people, the valour of

our arms, the extent of our resources had been carried

to their utmost pitch ; and while we had afforded an

example to others, we had saved ourselves and risen

to a height beyond our hopes, both in our security

and glory. He rejoiced also that instead of being

hurried precipitately inte violent acts of war, which

would have betrayed real timidity, the more danger-

ous because it assumed: “of courage, they had

been merely called dit to his Majesty’s

Ministers for those * ‘prudence and _pre-

caution which would ecuntry to resist the

danger in whatever speared, With these

sentiments he sh ouid nated his observations,

but for certain rema, ble friend (the Earl

of Liverpool), whic at he could not re-

main silent. The ob which he particular-

ly alluded was, that ¥ vid’not expect Europe to

subside into a state of pc e without some further

convulsions. It had long bee his opinion, and it was

known to be so that the cond +t of the Congress had

led to the events which we hi t now to regret; that

system (if indeed that could be “alled a system which

was nothing but an undigeste. mass of mutilated

materials), which the powers at Vi na had established,

had been in his judgment the true cause of the de-
thronement of the august family of | crben. The

noble Lord had said that, in framing the Treaty of

Paris, care had been taken to consult the character
x 2
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and honour of France. In viewing this subject it was

evident that there were two systems of policy that

might be pursued. In the first place, that France

should be required to withdraw within her ancient

limits ; af this principle were adopted, then it ought to

be applied equally to all the other governments of

Hurope :—in the second place, if general changes or

distributions of territory were resolved upon, that the

same rule should be applied to France that regulated

other powers. Had either of these lines of policy

been pursued? No

acted upon ; the x

ties were consulted

punished one pow

the contest with tk

quitted the cause w

had been, that inste:

tranquillity and ha

had been devoted té

pleasures of the par-

gns at Vienna had

ad first entered into

her because it had last

espoused. The result

system of permanent

ours of the Congress

vstem of gross injus-

tice and absolute discordenees: The misfortune with

regard to France was, that ther of the two princi-

ples he had noticed had’ :n observed: she had been

compelled with a very s ht deviation, to retire with-

in her ancient frontier? she had been severely pun-

ished, while other powe s had been aggrandized to an

immense extent ; and reat accessions of territory and

strength, had been # en to those who had, from vari-

ous causes, become jects of peculiar favour. This it

was that had pro uced so strong a feeling in France

against the Rey pons: for the people considered them

merely as the gents in the hands of foreign powers,

who had mado them the instruments of degradation
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and injustice to the French nation. One of the chief

advantages obtained by Buonaparte, and of which he

made such ample use in his declarations, was, that

France had been degraded and lowered in the eyes

of all Europe, by means of those whom foreigners had

placed upon her throne.”

The noble Marquess concluded his remarks by

ardently hoping that the aggravated calamities of a

new war would be arrested, and that the state of

peace, which we had only contemplated, might be

realised for our own welfare, and for the welfare of the

rest of Europe.

Again, on the }

Wellesley submitt

ing the escape of B

the Treaty of Fonta

British Government

first that this treaty,

that it was unnec

3815, the Marquess

the House respect-

ud strongly censured

xd the whole policy of

ib :-—“ He contended -

_to policy ; secondly

ide it; and thirdly
that no due measut tion were taken to

enforce its performar 'He'whole proceeding was,

according to his judgment, dically wrong ; and as to

the generosity which had b n very loftily spoken of

in this transaction, it was qu se a mockery to pretend

that any consideration of gené osity had influenced the

treaty. There was, in fact, n generosity, justice, or

policy belonging to its charat +r. He would have

granted a handsome—nay, a nobly provision to Buona-

parte ; but he would have taken «are to make due

provision against his return to power. ‘here was not,

however, one word in the treaty on this point. No:

this most material’ object was totally overlooked.”
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On the 16th of March, 1816, the Marquess of Lans-

downe submitted a motion to the House of Lords on

the military establishments of the country, deprecating

the enormous force maintained in time of peace. The

Marquess Wellesley vigorously supported Lord Lans-

downe on this occasion :—

“He pledged his existence and whatever he had of

character as a statesman, that a deduction of at least

five thousand King’s troops might be safely made from

the proposed establishment for India.”

With respect to th ich it was intended to

maintain in Ireland, sy.raade the following

remarks :—

“ Until he receive

clear exposition of th

plation for allaying

quarters he knew to

heard that the forces

thing like measures 4

for that desolated an ntry, he could not

vote for the establishme h a force. The idea

that the wounds of a cou try distressed like Ireland

could be healed by the c uvious antidote of an estab-

lishment of twenty-five housand troops, was what no

man in his senses could ‘ntertain.”

In the course of ie same speech his Lordship

condemned, in the .st pointed terms, the Income

Tax :-—

“The grand pri ciple to be aimed at in all taxation

was, that it sh aid not touch the prodyctive powers of

capital ; but ths tax intercepted capital in its progress

to production.. The general object) of all policy. in

Tajesty’s Ministers a

bey had in contem-

ions which from all

hat country, until he

mipanied by some-

and healing nature
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times of peace was to increase our resources ; but the

principle of this tax was directly opposite to the first

principle on which we sought peace, namely, that we .

might obtain that repose which should enable us to

make the exertions which our exigencies demanded.

He would say nothing as to the inquisitorial nature of

the tax. He said at once, that the tax was at variance

with every principle of taxation in peace.”

On the 15th of April in the same year, the Marquess

Wellesley seconded the motion of the Marquess

Lansdowne for “an lund ddress to the Prince for

production of the es of the Staff and

the Ordnance.” La? cluded a speech of

remarkable energy i pointed terms :—

“ The noble Eari,” i. * did not suffer him-

self to advert to the and distresses of the

people, echoed from the kingdom, or he

would feel the force ; e great poet :—

“<Q yet a nobler ¢ nd,

(For what cau war r still breed 7)

Till Truth and Right from Violence be freed,

And publie faith cleared [rom the shameful brand

Of public fraud. In vain ‘doth Valour bleed

While Avarice and Rapine share the land !’

“To rouse the feelings of our rjured country by perse-

verance in unjust oppression was indeed dangerous,

but much more injurious woul. it be to debase and

crush the generous spirit of the E ¢glish nation by the

weight of military despotism: botn these extremities

were to be avoided, and. he conjured tu ~“vble Earl to -

re-consider the enormous estimates proposed to reduce

oewt 
* Var) Bathurst.
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the military system within due bounds, to cease to tax

the industry of those who were severely distressed, and

the result would be—fresh resources and a contented

people.”

On the opening of Parliament, 1817, the Marquess

Wellesley again addressed the House on the burdens

of the nation :—

“ When he saw the condition of all ranks of his

Majesty’s people, and looked back to their exertions,

their patience, their loyalty, their confidence in Par-

liament, and their gusery, he was utterly at a

loss to conceive b forgetfulness of their

duty Ministers co d the most solemn

assurances of an ixa strict inquiry into the

causes of such tre wiunes, and a pledge

of every possible relic

Ilis Lordship bold}

trine of general ret

ture :—

“ The scandalous + uld not go on. Par-

lament must do its duty’ “There was no longer a

refuge to be found from the cries of the hungry—the

famished population. The army must be reduced. He

had no hesitation in say ng that, with every regard to

the dignity of the Crown, to the maintenance of our

rank and security of ar empire, it might be greatly

reduced. The Civi] Juist also, and all the establish-

ments of every kin¢ must be retrenched with no spar-

ing hand. Indee: ; one rule should be applied to them

all_—that-n’ ug, however ancient, should be suffered

to exist which was not absolutely necessary for the

safety and very being of the country.”

wertss

the unpalatable doc-

he public expendi-
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In the course of the same session the Marquess

Wellesley opposed the Habeas Corpus Suspension Bill,

although his Lordship was at this time suffering from

the effects of severe indisposition. He cautioned the

Ministers not to fortify the persuasion—vainly felt, he

hoped,—that all these propositions, all these rumours

of peril, were merely meant to divert the attention

of Parliament from the duty of retrenchment and

economy which it had to perform.” On the motion for

the third reading he again oke, and gave the ques-

tion a direct negati

The year 1819 #

in England. The

the Prince Regent i

tious meetings. Ler¢

ment at this juncture,

aid of their policy.

: public excitement

secame alarmed, and

amation against sedi-

apported the Govern-

e & powerful speech in
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CIIAPTER XVI.

Dreadful Condition of Ireland in 1821.—Appointment of the Marquess

Wellesley as Lord-Lieutenant.—Facts illustrative of the State of the

Country.—Captain Rock and the Whiteboys.—Violently take away

Horses and Fire-arms.—General Enthusiasm at the arrival of Lord

Wellesley.—Dublin brilliantly Mluminated.—Addresses from the va-

rious Corporations, Learned Redieg, Counties and Provincial Towns.—

Speech of his Execlle j » Corporation of Dublin.—

Answer to the Addre ety of Ireland. Address

of Trinity College, Dub & Catholic Prelates—Lord

Wellesley’s Answer} 200 Catholics of Dublin.—

Mr. O'Connell moves, a: ds, a Congratulatory Address

to the Lord-Lieutenant. v's Banquet to the Marquess

Wellesley.— His Execile + the occasion,—His Senti-

ments distasteful to tl a Orange Ascendaney.—The

Dublin Guild of Merchazy oman Catholies into their

Guild.—Violent Process : Whelan’s Dinner.

THERE is an Irish..pr the effect that the

“hour that is darkest is tlie hour before day.” During

the year 1821, the population of a great portion of

Treland was in a state of open insurrection. Neither life

nor property were safe; formidable bodies of armed

men, bound together by secret oaths, spread terror and

desolation through the country; they committed their

depredations by n ht, robbing houses of money and

arms, taking awa horses, and, night after night, firing

the residences ot parties who had become objects of

vengeance. «ne mail-coaches were intercepted and

plundered on the King’s high road; and the royal
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troops were upon several occasions, under cover of

night, encountered in the open country. Neither the

terrors of a numerous army nor the threatenings of the

law were of any avail. Even the zealous efforts of the

Roman Catholic clergy to restore tranquillity, had no

effect upon “ Captain Rock” and his “ Whiteboy” fol-

lowers.

Although the visit of his Majesty King George the

Fourth to Dublin was hailed with delight by the citi-

zens and the gentry, who flocked thither from every

part of the island to. ihe Sovereign, several of

the counties conti .vulsed with rapine

and bloodshed.

At this crisis of

Wellesley was entrus

native country. Ue

star of Catholic Ema

a peril, the Marquess
i¢ government of his

omed as the morning

* Out of the 3 eks bedight

To tell the Wi

The Annual Registé e8 the condition of Ire-

land in the beginning of 1822, as “a tempestuous scene

of violence, iniquity, and disurder. Atrocious deeds, it

is added, similar to those which disgraced the conclu-

sion of the preceding year, continued to be perpetrated

by day and by night. In vain had the military force

been augmented in the disturbed districts; im vain had

the judges and ministers of the | w performed their

functions with stern severity; in v in had many of

the deluded wretches atoned on the s»>ffold for their

* The Roman Catholic Relicf Bill passcd the year following the Mar-

quess Wellesley’s resignation of the office of Lord-Licutenatit,
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crimes ;—the country was still in the same insecure

and unquiet state ; the outrages instead of ceasing were

multiplied in number, and became more audacious in

their character. Nearly the whole of Munster was in

a situation into which it is difficult to conceive how a

civilised country could fall, that was not afflicted by

foreign invasion, or had not been the seat of protracted

civil war.”

At a coroner’s inquest held at Glauntane, county of

Cork, on the 13th of January, the following verdict

was found by the jur ung can possibly depict

more vividly the st awhen the Marquess

Wellesley assumed ernment :—

“That the said Bi ond Lowe (a magis-

trate of the county) « ith near the village

of Glauntane, in cov of the unsteadiness of

some privates of the rent, who fired without

receiving the comm their officer Lieuten-

ant Stephens, or th the Rev. John Chester,

while on a patroling morning of the 12th

inst., in consequence ion that a body of

Whiteboys intended to be out in that direction.”

The following is a list of magistrates, gentlemen,

and farmers, in the neighbourhood of Mill-street, who

were visited by Whiteboys, and deprived of their

arms, horses, and money in one night, during the

month of January, 1822 :—

MAGISTRATES.

Denis M’Cartie, Es, one gun.

John Leader, Er..., Upper Keal, two pistols, oe gun, and a bullet

mould.

William Leader, Esq., Mount Leader, one gun.

Barrv Cotter, Esq., Flenlfield.
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PRIVATE GENTLEMEN, FARMERS, &c.-

Thomas Madden, Esq., Dysert, one gun.

Charles M’Cartie, Esq., Church Hill, one gun and a sword.

John Leader, Jun., Esq., one gun.

Mr. Richard Pomeroy, Clara, onc gun.

Mr. Stephen Hail, Cock Hill, two guns.

Mr, Thomas Justice, one blunderbuss.

Mr. Charles Williams, one gun.

John Lynch, Kepagh, one gun,

Charles Riordan, Ballydaly, one gun.

John Kelleher, Gloughnula, one gun.

Doetor Wallis, of Wine Hill, whose horse (adds the same authority)

was taken, with the horses of many other respectable individuals.

Into the causes of<th

occasion to inquir

merely to deal with °

ybances we shall have

present we have

ral disaffection :—

“ Through Cennad

Rock ’s the boy

The Marquess Well

sions of general sati

statesman of such hi

Lieutenant, excited tk

iunster, Ulster,

fan stir? *

elcomed with expres-

> appointment of a

to the office of Lord-

£ all parties; the Ca-

tholics looked to lim as a “protector and advocate ; the

influential portion of the Protestant gentry and people

forgot his liberal principles in their admiration of the

brother of the Duke of Wellington ; the learned bodies

regarded him with respect, in consequence of his devo-

tion to letters, and his high classical attainments ; and

all parties were gratified at seeing so illustrious an

Irishman exercising the authority of Viceroy.

The city of Dublin was illuminated from one end to

the other in honeur of his arrival, and among the signs

of the times it was noted that “the fine mansions of

* Moore.
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the Earl of Meath and the Right Honourable W. C..

Plunkett were conspicuous for their brilliancy, and

that Mr. O’Connell’s residence in Merrion Square was

splendidly light with wax.”

But the spirit of enthusiasm excited at Lord Wel-

lesley’s appointment, did not exhaust itself in the

metropolis. In all parts of the country requisitions,

signed by the nobility, gentry, and clergy, without refer-

ence to party, were published, calling county meetings

to address his Excellency ; and there was scarcely a town

in Ireland in which ¢ offered a public de-

monstration of resp ord-Lieutenant.

The Marquess W fm Was, nevertheless,

an anomalous one. venuous advocate of

Catholic Emancipatio f enlarged and liberal

views ; but the head rarnment, the Earl of

Liverpool, and the Hg . Mr. Peel, were op-

posed to the conces olic claims ; and his

Excellency was fett Inef Secretary, Mr.

Goulburn, who, though: high-minded gentleman,

and a man of excellent business habits, was a supporter

of party ascendancy. Lord Wellesley knew that he was

in a delicate, almost a false position; but he saw so many

practical evils in the administration of the laws, that

he felt that he should be enabled to confer many solid

advantages on the country by accepting office, even

before the Catholics were emancipated; and that by a

vigorous and impartial government, he might lay the

foundation of a reconciliation between the warring

classes,—-and thus prepare the way for the full ad-

mission of tne Roman Catholics to the rights of citizens.

His Excellency’s first levee on the 8th of January,
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_ 1822, presented a scene that was entirely new in Ire-

land. Men of all parties were present ;—the aristocracy

and the merchants; the bishops and clergy of the

Established Church, and the Roman Catholic hierarchy ;

Mr. O’Connell as well as the heads of the Orange party.

“The new Lord-Lieutenant,” remarks the Hxzaminer,

January 1822, “has held his first levee. As far as

appearances testify, the Marquess Wellesley has com-

menced his Viceroyalty both auspiciously and charac-

teristically ;—that is to say, with benignant counte-

nance to all parties, and.with the assumption of splen-

did vigour.” *

DRESS.

, in the state car-

ruts and city regalia,

the levee. After their

©, the Lord-Lieutenant

h singwar animation

The Lord Mays:

rlage, accompanied

were the first te a

address was read by

delivered the follow

and elegance :—

LORD WELLESLEY’S ANSWER.

“ Among the various emotions with which I receive

this most affectionate and loyal address, I feel peculiar

satisfaction in observing your ardent sentiments of

gratitude and dutiful attachment to our beloved and

most gracious Sovereign.

“Tt will be my grateful task to convey to his Majesty,

this renewed testimony of the affection of his faithful

citizens of Dublin ; and as such pledges of your senti-

ments cannot fail to prove most accépeable to his

benevolent heart, [am persuaded that your reception
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of my appointment to the government of Ireland, will

tend to confirm me in the favour and confidence of my

Sovereign.

“The kindness of your sentiments of personal re-

gard towards me, has made an impression on my heart

which no language can express, and no time or circum-

stances can efface.

« Animated by these testimonies of public esteem, I

undertake the duties of my arduous station with cheer-

fulness, though not without an awful sense of the

weight of the great. charge

“You may be aas

have prevailed to :

try, have engaged |

tention. :

“Obedience to t

merely for the digni

protection of proper

perity of the peo

miserable while it sh

obey the law.

“Tt is the brightest ornament of the Crown of our

benignant Sovereign, that the King of these realms is

sworn, at the august ceremony of his coronation, to

administer law and justice in mercy in all his judgments.

“Tn representing the sacred person of his Majesty

in this country, it will be my primary obligation to dis-

pense this blessing to my native country ; and I trust

that such a course of administration may, in process

of time, restore the principles of order and lawful

government.

“T recollect with the most cordial pleasure the carly

ti e disturbances which

ous and anxious at-

st be established—not

Government, or for the

happiness and pros-

dition must ever be

safe to violate than ta
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moments of my public life, when my conduct was dis-

tinguished by the approbation of your ancient and

loyal corporation, and when I had the honour of being

enrolled in the distinguished list of the freemen of. my

native city.

“Since that period of time I have been called upon

to serve my Sovereign and my country in various sta~

tions and in distant climates; wherever my lot has

been cast, I have endeavoured not to disgrace my

family or my country.

“Now, if under the favour of my gracious Sovereign

and of Divine Provid guid be enabled to re-

store peace and cs ad, my long public

career will be close ss, honour, and ge-

nuine glory. In at

work, I rely on the c

countrymen; and ye

hope that I shall net

The Lord-Lieuteng

in purple velvet, rich?

rg

45

cL

; inspires an ardent
d a

THE FARMING SOCIETY OF IRELAND.

The Farming Society of Ireland, represented by the.

Duke of Leinster, the Earl of Meath, and Viscount

Lismore, presented an address to his Excellency pray-

ing his patronage of the Society.

The Marquess Wellesley returned the following an-

swer :—

“ Under the authority of your Charter I accept the

honourable charge which you have been pleased to en-

trust to me with a high sense of its pubh.c importance.

“Tt will be my anxious endeavour to afford any

VOL. If. Y
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assistance within my power to the Farming Society, in

the promotion of its useful and salutary objects; and I

sincerely hope that you may continue to advance the

agriculture of Ireland and to diffuse the spirit of

honest industry.

“JT am deeply impressed with the value and im-

portance of your institution ; and sensible as I must

be of the utility of such establishments, in whatever

country they may have been introduced, I feel that

that they are of more peculiar interest and advantage

in Ireland, where the intraduction of habits of indus-

trious labour is indis jisite for the safety of

property and for th the great body of

the people.,”

FRY

The Provost, Felisy

lege, Dublin, o+tendeck

their appropriate aca

Castle to pay their

present a congratulate

native country.

cholars of Trinity Col-

srs and Masters in

, proceeded to the

. kus Excellency and

on his arrival in his

CATHOLIC PRELATES’ ADDRESS.

To his Excellency the Most Noble Richard Marquess

Wellesley, Lord Lieutenant-General and General

Governor of Ireland.

“ May IT PLEASE YouR EXcELLENCY,

“ The undersigned Roman Catho!‘c Bishops, par-

ticipating in ome universal gladness diffused throughout

Treland by your Excellency’s arrival to administer his
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Majesty’s Government in your native country, beg

leave to offer your Excellency their sincere and cor-

dial congratulations upon this Joyous occasion.

“ They trust that their past conduct has conveyed

to your Excellency a much better assurance than

words can afford of their affectionate loyalty to their

Sovereign and steady obedience to those in authority

under him. They deeply deplore those atrocities

which have lately outraged all religion in some parts

of the country. They feel it their duty now and at

all times, as Ministers ofthe Goapel, to resist the spirit

of insubordination, *

“ With these sex! ‘most earnestly be-
given to your Ex-

s by which you have

uch mighty services to

‘rm all your under-

been already enabled

the State, so to di

takings that they ma:

good—that they »:

tions united in the © ‘Allegiance, Christian

Charity and Peace. So may your Excellency’s public

career continue prosperous, and your private hours be

blest with unfading happiness.”

LORD WELLESLEY'S ANSWER.

“T receive your congratulations with the cordiality

and respect due to your character, conduct, and sacred

functions. The propriety of your past demeanour

attracted the condescending notice of our most gra-

cious Sovereign ; venerating his roye example, and

obedient to his Majesty’s instructions, I receive you
y 2
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here with a full confidence in your principles of affec-

tionate loyalty towards your King, and steady cbedi-

ence to the laws of the realm. The outrages com-

mitted in some districts of the country are abhorrent

to the spirit and doctrine of every denomination of

the Christian faith. Never did a period of time exist

when the active exercise of your precepts and example

was more necessary to teach the people that dutiful

obedience to the law is inculcated by their religion

and is essential to their present happiness and welfare.

That your success may be.egual to your honest zeal in

the accomplishment “ary task, is my sincere

wish and humble yer. In me you will

find a fixed dispo ister the law to all

his Majesty’s faithtu Ireland with a firm

but even and temp Qn the part of our

Sovereign and of the vprre, I claim from all

those subjects subny ful authority, as the

first foundation of 7 ‘and social union.”

CATHOLICS.

A numerous and highly respectable meeting of Ro-

man Catholic gentlemen was held on the 7th of Jan-

uary (1822), at D’Arey’s Corn Exchange Tavern, for

the purpose of taking into consideration the propriety

of presenting a congratulatory address to his Excel-

lency the Marquess Wellesley. The Earl of Fingal

presided on the occasion. Mr. O’Connell addressed

the meeting in a speech of considerable length, in

which he pronounced a high eulogium, on his Excel-

lency Marquess Wellesley, congratulating the country

on the new prospects which were opening before it in
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consequence of his Majesty's gracious interference. He

concluded by moving that a respectful address of con-

gratulation should be presented to his Excellency.

Mr. Shiel seconded the resolution, which, being put

.from the chair, was carried unanimously.

THE LORD MAYOR'S BANQUET.

A splendid banquet was given to the Lord-Lieuten-

ant by the Lord Mayor on the 9th of January, at-

tended by about one hundred and twenty persons of

the first rank and cha e country. In return-

ing thanks for the ké fo. him, the Marquess

Wellesley spoke as neerely thank you

for the honour you hi and I hope I shadl

merit it. That hono ably enhanced in my

estimation by the gr ment with which you

have accompanied it sority of my native

country. Devoted as® cuntry, by affection,

by interest, by the ament, I have ever

endeavoured to promote ‘¢ and prosperity of
Ireland. But, my Lord by your association of

that subject with my health, I conceive I am to under-

stand that prosperity which you contemplate as the

effect resulting from my administration of the Govern-

ment of this country. In zeal, in anxiety, in diligence,

I feel that I shall not be wanting. In my efforts to

give effect to these my intentions, it is but natural that

I should mainly rely on your codperation. Upon the

support of the learned of the land, of the noblemen

and gentlemen who surround me, do I place my chief

reliance to tranquillise the country, anu cultivate its

happiness. In affording me this desirable aid, I can-
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not too strongly inculcate upon your minds the neces-

sity of promoting by every means in your power, those

wise, those constitutional, those ¢ruly loyal principles

conveyed in the admonition of our sacred and beloved

Sovereign, when he was pleased to honour this country

with his presence. His admonition points out to you

a right rule of conduct ; it breathes the spirit of my

instructions, and it is the bounden duty of us all to

revere and to cherish it. Itis not by putting together

phrases, or by mere effusion of sentiments that benefit

can accrue to the country § the steady pursuit of

conduct that has be d, and an earnest

endeavour to concilia untrymen. These

are the sentiments wht im, and having ex-

pressed them, I would e propose the health

of the Lord Mayor a ‘ation of Dublin, and

may they cultivate thy f the people, and

ever act in conformit: of their King.”

The health of the Thy ington having been

proposed, the Marquess Wellesley rose and said :—

“My Lord Mayor. It would be disrespectful towards

your Lordship—disrespectful to this company, if I pre-

sumed to offer you thanks for this toast. I offer you no

thanks for it ; but I must express the lively satisfaction

I feel, that you recognise so sensibly the services ren-

dered to your country by the Duke of Wellington—

services rendered to it less by him, than the heroes

who were his instruments in the performance of those

great and transcendant services. If I had not the

honour of being nearly allied to him, «I should dwell

upon all those actions of his life which shed such lustre

on the name of our country. Do not suppose that I
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conceive you drink the Duke’s health as a mere compli-

ment to him or me. No. I take it, that in drinking

it in the manner you have done, you do more honour
to yourselves than to either of us. I take it as an

evidence of your warm, strong, deep, unalienable at-

tachment to your Sovereign and the Government. I

take it as a generous expression of your approbation of

the wise and glorious system of policy which has been

pursued ; and believe me, so far as the Duke of Wel-

lington has been concerned, as one of the agents of

that policy, he ascribe

_ successes to the ga

He ascribes least to

and the officers and

instruments of his vict

rising, that I might as

truth, that there doe

earth a man more w.

proud of, his country,

All that has been said “euhject to the prejudice

of the Duke—all the tales that have been whispered—

all the statements that have been made, are calumnious,

slanderous, and base. He knows—he feels that the

greater part of his achievements have been accom-

plished by Irishmen—and he glories in the feeling. It

is his peculiar pride to be an Irishman ; and it is his

proudest boast, that, in common with the brave of the

other countries of the empire, his victories have been

won by Irishmen—by heroes of this country. Let not

the character of the Duke of Wellington be miscon-

ceived by a single man—lct not one his country-

men hold any other impression of him than those

the Government,

» been the glorious

ols the opportunity of

th all the fervency of

m the face of the
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which I pledge my word to all around me he holds

towards them.”

These declarations of the sentiments of the new

Lord-Lieutenant by no means met with universal ap-

probation. The ascendent party saw that their system

was menaced,—that their monopoly of power was

about to be disturbed ; and they prepared for a vigor-

ous struggle, which led to many serious events that will

be noticed hereafter.

A few days after the Marquess Wellesley’s arrival

in Dublin, a circwastanes..aceurred which will tend

to give the reader. e intensity of that ,

spirit of party an sity blended, which

then embittered Iris the 15th of January,

a meeting of the chants of the City of

Dublin was held st ¢ care Gallery, Exchequer

Street. At this mTM names of Mr. Hugh

O’Connor, of Moun and Mr. Francis Coad,

of Townsend Stree as members. The

proposition was rece: invoad upon the con-

stitution of the couwitry?° am? after a lengthened de-

bate, the Guild divided, when there appeared for the

admission 59, against it, 240. These gentlemen were

excluded solely on account of their religion; no other

objection was made to them; and the eloquence of

Mr. Corry, Mr. Latouche, Mr. James Grattan, the

Hon. F. Heley Hutchinson, and Lord Cloncurry, who

advocated their admission, on the principles of com-

mon sense, was all expended in vain. The Earl of

Donoughmore, who was prevented from attending the

meeting, by e injunctions of the Surgeon-General

(Mr. Crampton), addvessed a letter to the Master of
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the Guild, in which his Lordship observed, “I cannot

conceive the possibility of a perseverance in so very

unsocial and unchristian a line of demarcation which

some are supposed to have made—under the specious

name of religion—to keep themselves in, and all others

out of, the same Commercial Community.” But his

Lordship’s expostulations were disregarded. Alderman

Nugent congratulated the Guild on the result of the

ballot. He said that the Protestants of Dublin had

returned Mr. Ellis (who had opposed the admission of

Roman Catholic merch athe Guild) to Parlia-

ment as their repre he had that day

proved himself wort ience they placed

in him; he had st Sonstitution, and

maintained the honour er of the Guild.

While Ireland was ul state already de-

scribed, there were

ploy every means to mass of the people,

and blow up a flame ¢ whiry. At the Sheriff,

Sir Thomas Whcelan’s:: it Morrisson’s Hotel,

Dublin, on the 16th of January, 1822, that officer
of justice proposed the well-known toast,—“The

glorious, pious, and immortal memory of the great

and good King William the Third.” The toast was
drunk with all the honours, the band playing a san-

guinary party tune, the First of Judy.—“ Alderman

Nugent proposed the health of the Sheriff, Sir Thomas

Whelan, for having given a toast which he hoped and

trusted no man would ever forget. Those who have

forsaken the standard of King Wiliam, will be cory

for it! The * *
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if King William would n't be toasted throughout the

land. [Great tumult and some cries of “ Oh, oh !”’|

“Strangers were here excluded.” *

These lamentable displays of worse than useless

party feeling were in direct opposition to His Majes-

ty’s parting recommendation that all topics of irrita-

tion should be avoided, and in contempt of the in-

junctions of the new: tenant ; they produced

a degree of excite “difficult to conceive,

without actual rei -ontemporary records
of those unhappy tur

* The meeting is a tho Dublin prints.
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CHAPTER XV.

The Marquess Wellesicy appoints Mr. Plunkett (afterwards Lord Plun-

kett,) Attorney-General of Ireland, in the place of Mr, Saurin,—Mani-

festo from Mr. O’Connell, in which he alludes to the Appointment.—

Urges the Catholics to greater Exertions and Self-reliance.—List of

the Irish Government.—-The ess Wellesley appoints Mr, Bushe

Chicf Justice of the Ki ~Qbgervations on the Administra~

tion of Justice. —Mr.. to the Committee of the

Houst of Lords as ¢ Mange Society —Sir David

' Baird.—His Biographer into collision with the Mar-

quess Wellesley.—Anat Inneeuracy of Hook’s State-

ments on this Subject.—--St of Sir David Baird in favour

of Ascendency.—His Ber he Office of Commander of the

Forces in Ireland approve Rriends of Liberal Principles. —
Anecdote of the Urba Wellesley.—Publie Mca-

sures which soon eng; ttention.

One of the first agis.of the Marquess Wellesley’s

administration was, the appointment of Mr. Plunkett

as Attorney-General in the place of Mr. Saurin. Mr.

Saurin was distinguished for his violent antipathy

to the Catholics ;—Mr. Plunkett had for many years

exerted all the powers of his splendid and imposing

eloquence in advocating their emancipation; in the

year previously (1821); he had addressed the House

of Commons in one of the most effective speeches

ever delivered on this eventful question in Parlia-

ment. <A few days after this appointment, Mr.

O’Connell issued a startling manifesto, meaded with

the motto, since rendered somewhat trite,—
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“ Hereditary bondsmen, know ye not—

Who would be free, themselves must strike the blow !””

He alluded to the advantage of “having one of the

great law offices filled by an advocate of Emancipa-

tion, in place of its bitterest enemy ;” but he added,

“the tantalizing and bitter repetition of expectations

raised only to be blasted, and prospects of success

opened to close upon them in ten-fold darkness,”

warned the Catholics not to rely too much on the libe-

ral intentions of the Marquess Wellesley.

The Irish Governme: faod as follows :—

Marquess Wellesley,

Lord Manners,

Right Hon. Sir David

Right Hon. Henry Ga:

Right Hon. Sir G. Fit

mander of the Forces.

ef Secretary.

Hill, Treasurer.

Right Hon. W. ©. P! ney- General.

Charles Kendal Bus tor-General.

But although the Lord-Lieutenant and both the
Attorney-General and the Solicitor-General were fa-

vourable to a system of liberal politics, the Chief

Secretary, the Lord Chancellor, and the Commander of

the Forces were stedfast upholders of Protestant ascen-

dency in Church and State. Under such circum-

stances, it was obvious that the Marquess Wellesley

could not possibly carry out, as fully as he desired, his

own views ; and nothing but his undaunted resolution
to put down obstacles and overcome difficulties could

have enabled him to pursue steadily a course of wise

and useful changes in the administration of the affairs
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of the country. Mr. Goulburn had, unfortunatcly,

the reputation of being a member of the Orange So-

ciety ;—and though he probably withdrew from it after

the Law denounced Orange Lodges as illegal bodies, the

mass of the people regarded this important public func-

tionary as one of their sworn enemies. *

The retirement of Chief-Justice Downes, in the carly

part of the year, enabled the Lord-Lieutenant to elevate

Mr. Bushe to the vacant seat in the Queen’s Bench ;

and never did a more able or upright judge preside in

that or any other cow polntment was well

calculated to inspir he administration

of justice. It mark »~—-when the King’s

Government announcé font partizanship and

indecent political zeal onger to be qualifica-

tions for the judicial ¢ f the greatest prac-

tical evils that has 3 nprovement of Ire-

land has been the - -violent politicians,

whose conduct has as fm obnoxious to the

country at large, to t : of judges. There is

no blessing among those which the English people enjoy

of more inestimable value than the purity, dignity, and

learning of the judges of the land, unalloyed by the

slightest display of personal petulance or party feeling.

The Marquess Wellesley laid the foundation of a better

* Extract from the evidence of Mr. O’Connell before the Commit-

tee of the House of Lords, 1825 :—

“Ts not Mr. Goulburn called an Orangeman in Ireland ?— Yes.

“Ts it your impression that Mr. Goulburn actually is an Orangeman ?

—It is my opinion, certainly, that he is not at present; certainly not

since the Act of Parlirment.

“Or that he ever was?—I have heard froma pers of high credit

that Mr, Goulburn said in his presence that he had taken the Orange

Oath.”
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state of things in Ireland ; and the searching inquiry

instituted by Mr. Brougham into the administration of

law in that part of the kingdom had a most beneficial

effect in curbing the exhibition of improper feelings on

the judgment-seat.

The statements of Mr. Theodore Hook respecting the

alleged conduct of the Marquess Wellesley in India to

Sir David Baird, have, in previous parts of this work,

been shown to be totally destitute of foundation. The

assertions that the noble Marquess had endeavoured to

obscure the fame of Baivd,and failed to bring his con-

duct prominently been refuted by the

most direct and u adence.

We encounter && d again, in Ireland:

“'No any person,” « ook, “ who reads, and

certainly to the pers es this memoir, nothing

can appear more c eeincidence than the

frequent collisions % tween Lord Wellesley

and Sir David Baird riod of which we are

now treating, a chang: : affairs brought Lord

Wellesley to Ireland 2 ssor of Earl Talbot in

the high office of Lord-Lieutenant. His Excellency

arrived in Dublin about the 30th of December, 1821 ;

and Sir David Baird continued Commander of the

Forces until the following June, when the anticipated

reduction of the importance of the command was

carried into effect upon a principle of economy ;” which

Mr. Hook adds “turned out, we belicve, to be no

economy at all.”

Now, instead of going to Ireland for an argument in

favour of his unfounded assertions respecting the cold:-

sions between the Marquess Wellesley and Sir David
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Baird, if he had been disposed to make the smallest

exertion to ascertain the facts of the case, he might

have discovered there, even in the short interval be-

tween the 30th of December, 1821, and the 24th of

June, 1822, a proof that his previous imputations upon

Lord Wellesley were ungenerous and unjust.

At the grand dinner given by the Lord Mayor of

Dublin to his Execllency the Lord-Lieutenant, the fol-

lowing toast was proposed from the chair: “ Zhe Com-

mander of the Forces and Army serving m Ireland.”

The Marquess Wellesicy bagged:ic be allowed to annex to

it that of “his very had rendered him

the greatest service { complished during

his administration in ‘avid Baird acknow-

ledged the complime fecling. Did this

seem as if the Marqu y were a niggard of his

praise ? and denied to, Seringapatam “ his

honour’s meed 2?” NN the achievements

of Lord Harris, Lord tuart, and Sir Ar-

thur Wellesley, the Le 1, before the assem-

bled nobility and gentry of ireland, pronounced the

achievement of Sir David Baird to be “the greatest

service” rendered during his government of India!

But although Lord Wellesley was ready then, as he

had been upon every occasion that presented itself

from 1799 to 1822, to bear testimony to the heroism

of Sir David Baird, His Excellency must have felt that

the gallant General was not a proper coadjutor for him

in the delicate task of governing Ireland. General

Baird was what Mr. Hook calls a man of “sound con-

stitutional principles,” like Earl Talbot, opposed to

Catholic emancipation, and utterly averse to “ conces-
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sion.” “The opinions of Sir David Baird,” says his

biographer, “were strongly opposed to this principle ;

he felt, how truly and justly subsequent events have

shown, that to yield one point, was only to encourage

further demand. He was convinced that the boasted

panacea would not tranquillise Ireland, while it must

inevitably lead to an overthrow of the Established

Church ; and he proceeded to assume the command,

firmly convinced in his own mind that things were

gradually getting worse in that country, and the sooner

the Government came to a.stand the better.”

It is quite plain the jaird (who was one

of his Majesty’s Pri 3 poland) was an up-

holder of the banefu!

upon the vitals of the

the influential post der-in-Chief was an

intelligible notice tha

no longer to be unal

mere requisition of the

ment of Sir Samuel A brave soldier, who

had served in India and'¥y ‘the command of the

Trish forces, gave general satisfaction. He appears to
have kept aloof from politics, and to have discharged

his official duties with discretion ; he died but a few

months after his nomination to this distinguished

command,

The following anecdote illustrative of the urbanity

of the Marquess Wellesley deserves to be recorded :-—

Shortly after the Lord-Lieutenant’s arrival in Dub-

lin, Sir Stewart Bruce was commanded by the

noble Maigutess to announce his Excellency’s in-

tention of visiting the venerable Marquess of Drog-

irty. The appoint-
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heda. Lord Drogheda expressed, through Sir Stew-

art, the grateful impressions he held of his Excellency’s

condescension and friendship, but regretted that his

infirmities placed him in circumstances not suitable to

the reception of so distinguished a visitor. His Ex-

cellency was not, however, to be altogether disap-

pointed in his generous intention, and pursued his

object as far as possible by calling at the Marquess of

Drogheda’s house and personally leaving his card.

Lord Wellesley immediately turned his attention to

the state of Ireland, and entered on many important

reforms. His prima the suppression of

the Whiteboy insu aging ; but his Ex-

cellency, in a short ¥ was engaged with

the following importa’

1. The establishme:

force througheut

2, The Revision of 4

3. The Meeting of 4

4. Administration o

5. The Composition fo

6. Change in the Appointment of Sheriffs.

7. Public Works undertaken by Government.

8. Alteration in the Distillery Laws.

9, Alterations in the mode of Collecting the Revenue.

10. The Remission of direct Taxes.

11. Repeal of the Union Duties.

12. Increased facility of Commercial intercourse.

13.. Inquiry into the State of Education in Ireland.

O82

‘Petty Sessions.
ssistant Barristers.

rbhes

At a meeting of the friends and admi - s of the late

Right Hon. Henry Grattan, convened for the purpose of

VoL. Hl. Zz
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taking measures for erecting a statue to the memory of

that great man; the Chairman, the Earl of Meath,

read the following letter from the Private Secretary of

the Marquess Wellesley :—

“ Phoenix Park, January 20th, 1822.

« Sip,

“ The Lord-Licute

you that, having

warmest sentiments

attachment towards ;

the greatest admirat

the strongest sense

and to the empire, h

unite with his fell

of respect, gratitude!

disposed to pay to

statesman and patric

“ His Excellency is, therefore, desirous that his name

should be added to the distinguished list of those

who have laudably encouraged this undertaking, so

honourable to the character and feelings of Ireland. I

have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient Ser-

vant, Epwarp 8, Jonnson.”

nmands me to assure

, entertained the

tiship and personal

Grattan, as well as

splendid talents, and

nt services to Ireland

cy will most cordially

_in every testimony

‘which they may be

of that illustrious

“To James Corry, Esq., &c,., Lurgan Street.”
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CHAPTER XVI

The Marquess Wellesley desirous of Reconciling all Parties in Ireland.

--Did not wish to transfer Discontent from the Catholic to the Protes-

tant.—Note on the Importance of all Parties in Ireland uniting for the

practical Improvement of the Country—While Lord Wellesley dis~

couraged the Orange Societies, he put down the Hicgal Association of

Ribbon-men.—He apptie : ‘ar the Insurrection Act.—

Vigorous Measures —Crushes the Insurrec-

tion before the rising o from the Commander of
the Forces to Sir Her + of Mr. Plunkett to the

Marquess Wellesley re: Sogieties in Ireland —Let-

ter from the Lord-Liewte proved State of the Country,

the Police, and Magistra hi Hon. Robert Peel.—His

Excellency promotes Econs ce Expenditure.

was determined to

eoraplaint which the

Roman Catholics lab ; ke was equally re-

solved to secure to the “Protestant population of Ire-

land those rights and that consideration, to which

their numbers, their wealth, intelligence and loyalty,

fairly entitled them. His Excellency put into prac-

tical operation the sentiments so ably expressed by

him formerly, with Mr. Canning, in the year 1812 :—

Bur although L

remove all the jus

“ They would think any adjustment very imperfect,

which instead of extinguishing discontent, only trans-

ferred it from the Catholic to the Protestant. But

they concur in entertaining a confidemw belief that

the great purpose for securing the peace of the empire,
22
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may be answered not by giving a triumph to any one

party, but by reconciling au.” *

While His Excellency discouraged the Orange So-

ciety, on the grounds that ad/ societies organized for

political purposes, employing secret oaths and _ signs,

were hostile to the spirit of the British Constitution,

and that associations based on the principle of reli-

gious exclusion, acted as deadly poison to the public

* Nothing can be farther from the intention of the writer of these

pages than to narrate the events of the Marquess Wellesley’s government

in Ireland in a manner calenlated to excite party bitterness, or to afford

one section of the Irish cos ump over another.—His carnest

desire is to see Irishin ly excrting themselves in

the development of the gi common country, by the

improvement of Agricultur of great Public Works, the

exploring the various cosl, nes, and the improvement

of their fine harbours 5-—-t tions established between

landlord and tenant—-the ov rity honourably and earnestly

exerting themselves to intro sober industry, regulated by

improved skill, among thei ding universally on the great

principle that “ Property k las its rights.” The union

between the two countrie: encealed, has not yet pro-

duced all the benefits which’ BETS original promoters of that

great measure anticipated i: scnsions of opposing parties,

alone, prevent their realisation. “for example, is there no great

naval arsena] in Ireland? Why are there no government dock-yards ?

Because the Irish people have never yet resolutely and unitedly joined to

press the question on the legislature. Why has not an Irish harbour

been selected, as the station for the West Indian and American pac-

kets? Why is it that spirits manufactured in Ireland are treated in

England as the produce of a foreign country, and are subjected to a “ pro-

teetive” duty? Why is it that a native of Ireland or Scotland can ob-

tain no legal settlement in a parish in England, even after a residence

of twenty years? Because no vigorous effort has ever been made to show

that these restrictions are inconsistent with the idca of a united King-

dom; and that the transfer of some of the great naval departments to Ire-

land would indissolubly cement the union between the two islands, by

imparting to Tre] __ the benefits that would arise from the employment of

a large number of artizans, and would at the same time instinctively lead

the youth of the Irish scaports to look to her Majesty’s naval service

with enthusiasm and affection.
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happiness,—he did not fail to apply the same rules

to the Society of Ribbonmen, founded by misguided

members of the Roman Catholic body.

Lord Wellesley at once entered into an examina-

tion of the state of the country; and on the 5th of

February,’ 1822, when Parliament assembled, both

Houses immediately proceeded to take the affairs of

Ireland into consideration. A series of dispatches

from the lLord-Lieutenant were laid on the tables

of the House of Commons, in which His Ex-

cellency gave an apj sseription of the dis-

turbed countics. #4 i military force,”

he remarked, “n nor augmentation

of the police, woul “lectual without the

aid of the Insurrectic ith that aid it ap-

pears to me to be ra xpect that tranquil-

lity may be maint ‘raed, and extended

throughout Ireland.”

On the Vth of F J, Grattan, in the

course of his speech 6 uerbances in Ireland,

described the country to be in such a state, as “that

oaths were of little obligation, and human life of

no value!” He took occasion to censure, in the

strongest terms, the conduct of the magistracy re-

specting illicit distillation.—Sir Francis Burdett spoke

of the sufferings and injustice under which the Irish

population laboured, and complimented the Marquess

Wellesley for his talents, liberality, and sympathy

with the people—Sir John Newport waived opposi-

tion to the bills introduced with a view to the suppres-

sion of the insurrection, in consequences of his con-

fidence in the Lord-Lieutenant.
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The Hon. W. Lamb* and several other members of

the Liberal party, supported the ministry on this

occasion, and the Insurrection Act, and an Act sus-

pending the Habeas Corpus Act were passed, after some

little opposition, by Parliament. The Lord-Lieutenant

took such prompt and decisive measures, that before

the separation of Parliament, he was enabled to an-

nounce to the Houses, that the insurrection had been

effectually crushed.

Several Ribbonmen were brought to trial, con-

victed, and severely punished; and an effectual

blow was given to the £ administering Se-

cret Oaths. The fo will illustrate the

lamentable state of period ; and en-

able the reader to rectly the import-

ance of the great pra rovements effected

during the seven even 8 that the Marquess

Wellesley administerc gisent of the coun-

try -—

FROM THE COMMANDER ©

TAYLOR.

TO SIR HERBERT

“Royal Hospital, Dublin, 24th June, 1822.

« Sir,

“Having, in obedience to his Majesty’s orders, de-

livered over the command of the army, in Ireland, to

Lieutenant-General Sir Samuel Auchmuty, I feel anxi-

ous to submit to his Royal Highness a few brief obser-

vations on the state of the country at the moment of

my departure from Dublin. Considering the agitation

and alarm which prevailed generally towards the close

of the last, wd in the carly part of the present, year,

and in the character of open insurrection which the

* Lord Melbourne.
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disorders had assumed in the south, it cannot but be a

source of gratification to contemplate the tranquil state

of the country at the present moment. No act of out-

rage worth recording has occurred since my Military

Secretary addressed to you the usual confidential re-

port at the commencement of Junc, and I trust the

severe check and consequent lesson the disaffected

have received, may serve to show them the danger of

acting upon the distresses and prejudices of the peasan-

try, and of misleading them into schemes subversive of

the government and yuh ia expressing this

hope, I must, howe 3b by my humble

opinion, (founded on &: ons | have been

able to make since x Ireland,) that the

number of disaffected nsiderable, although

they may be deficient 3 rank or influence ;

that they entertain de the Government,

and the present or: and that they act

under the obligation which binds them

to secrecy and mutual stippe The number of arms

which have been surrendered by the peasantry, will

unfortunately justify a belief that there is no general

disposition towards a final relinquishment of their de-

signs. The distress for food arising principally from

the want of means to purchase it, continues to prevail

in various districts; and the late accounts from the

south and west are of the most afflicting character.

Colonel Patrickson, whose regiment (the 43rd) has

lately relieved the 57th in Galway, reports the scenes

which that town presents to be truly distressing.

Hundreds of half-famished wretches « ive almost

daily from a distance of fifty miles; many of them so
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exhausted by want of food, that the means taken to

restore them fail of effect from the weakness of the

digestive organs, occasioned by long fasting.

“ Every effort is making by the Government to alle-

viate this distress, and the liberality of individuals has

been very praiseworthy ;—in the work of benevolence

the military have borne their share.*

“ Although I have repeatedly had occasion to report

favourably of the conduct of this army, yet IJ feel it to

be a duty incumbent on me in quitting it, again to

assure his Royal Highness that its conduct, whilst

under my command nest exemplary and

excellent. I have k

every department 2

general officers, the h

have supported me wit

officers and troops in §

temper, and their «

esteem of the peopl

and my best and ws udations, They have

had harassing and p tits to perform in the

south, and the nature of the service generally in Ire-

land, exposes the military to many privations and much

fatigue, and to a dispersion which, in a worse con-

stituted army, would prove fatal to its discipline and

character. I have the honour to be, Sir, your most

obedient humble servant, D. Barro.”

“Sir Herbert Taylor, &c.”’

the service. The

ments, and the staff,

intelligence ; and the

their discipline, their

t, have merited the

yu. they are serving,

* Lord Wellesley adopted every possible measure to nitigate the hor-

rors of the famine. His Lordship subscribed fronrhis private purse the

sum of 5004; vHainent granted 300,000/.; and subscriptions were

raised in Great Britain to the amount of 350,000/. ; the City of London

taking the lead in the work of benevolence. The local subscriptions
reached 150,000/.
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THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

ROBERT PEEL.

“ Dublin Castle, November 26th, 1822.

“ SIR,

“ T have the honour to enclose, for the informa-

tion of His Majesty’s Government, a copy of a letter

from the Attorney-General, together with an authentic

report of the evidence taken on the late trials in Dub-

lin, of several persons for the crimes of administering

and taking unlawful oaths

“T request your p

the letter of the Att

the extension of the 5

of Geo. TIL. to Ireland

entire concurrence in. tf

my humble request. tha

ment may be called to

connected with the

the system of illegal

the honour to be, &c.

“ The Right Hon. Robert Peel, &.”’

ation to that part of

hich recommends

he Act of the 39th

eave to express my

endation, and to add

Jy attention of Parlia-

s being intimately

ing the progress of

“in Ireland. I have

WELLESLEY.”

P.S.—These communications would have been for-
warded sooner, but that considerable time was required

for printing authentic copies of the evidence given on

the trials.

MR. PLUNKETT TO THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY.

“ November 9th, 1822.

«“ My Loro,

“Your Excellency will learn from the report of

Mr. Greene,* who has taken a correct note of the evi-

* The present able and estimable Solicitor-General of Ircland is here

referred to, Mr. Greene opencd the pleadings in this important case.
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dence, the particulars of the late trials. I cannot,

however, postpone my congratulations on the result,

which I consider as likely not merely to give an imme-

diate check to the spreading of the conspiracy, but as

affording the reasonable expectation of its final sup-

pression at no very distant period,

“T fear that in five or six counties, great numbers,

indeed, of the lower classes have been involved in it;

some of them from a love of enterprise and ready dis-

position for mischief ; some on a principle of counter-

action to exclusive as fan opposite descrip-

tion ; but most of £ tope, from terror on

the one hand, and ¢ f impunity on the

other. This expectati * be effectually re-

moved ; and the terre will, I trust, soon be

substituted in the pi: terror of the conspi-

rators.

“T strongly incline:

ceeding, which, with ¥ y's sanction, I have

adopted, has been the w hats could, under all the
circumstances, have been resorte to.

“ A prosecution for high treason would have rested

on an insecure foundation in law; its success would

have been extremely doubtful with reference to the

probable effect of the evidence ; and to have been de-

feated in the attempt to establish such a charge, would

have been injurious in a high degree. A charge for a

traitorous conspiracy, would not have been liable to

the same objections in law, but its success would in my

opinion have been very doubtful ; and even if convic-

tions had b obtained, many persons would have

doubted their justice, and the punishment would have

; the course of pro-
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been nothing beyond that of a misdemeanour ; whereas

we now have seven convictions, drawing after them the

sentences of transportation for life; and one, that of

transportation for seven years: and besides, every per-

son must be entirely convinced that the crime alleged,

was really committed, and that the evidence was in

this respect perfectly true. Universal distrust is now

spread amongst these people; and by watching the

occurrences at these meetings, and, perhaps, by a few

additional convictions in some of the counties, into

which the mischief had..ex :

without being too sa

quiet, and perhaps t

time I cannot but wis

of the late King were 3

them we could transport

be proved to be mem

the necessity of estat

or taking the oath ; w istrument to work

with, I should enterta mt expectation of

entirely subduing this offensive and disgusting con-

spiracy.

“Your Excellency will observe with rogret, that the

association has been founded on a principle of religious

exclusion. It is, however, a matter of great satisfac-

tion to know, that no person of any rank or con-

sequence, or indeed of any respectable station in society,

has joined in or countenanced it. The juries were

sworn without any reference to religious persuasion: a

rule which I have uniformly observed, and in the con-

sequences of which I have never becn dis.ypointed. I

have, &ec. (Signed) W. ©. Prunxerr,”

, 1 trust we may,

gradual return to
ens. At the same

‘ovisions of the 39th

his country ; under

ears, all who should

‘sssociation, without

of administering
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THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

ROBERT PEEL.

“Phoenix Park, January 29th, 1823.

“Sir,

“A considerable time has elapsed since I have

addressed to you a detailed report of outrages com-

mitted in the provinces of Ireland, according to the

plan, which I pursued during the last winter and spring,

of submitting periodical statements on that subject, for

his Majesty’s information

“ During the surgi

autumn of 1822,

ment, for the restorat

other causes, had prod

no necessity existed f

T entertained a hope, t

this time to furnish

actual state of the cm

have passed without az

public tranquillity.

“ Although events have happened in some of the

provinces which have disappointed my expectations,

Tam happy to inform you, that the general condition

of Ireland, with respect to internal tranquillity, is con-

siderably ameliorated.

“In the county of Limerick, the principal scat of

the late disturbances, my expectations have not been

disappointed. The reports from the magistrates of

that county present no aggravated cafses of crime, but

manifest imeications of the decline of that system of

illegal and secret combination, which originally led to

early part of the

ctioned by Parlia-

allity, combined with

degree of quiet, that

omamunieations ; and

& have been able at

avable report of the

this winter would

disturbance of the
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open violence. Information is now more readily af-

forded ; criminals are more easily detected ; and the

witnesses against them no longer entertain that ex-

treme apprehension of danger which, during the early

part of the year 1822, so universally and so justly

prevailed.

“ Limerick, therefore, has been restored to a state

of tranquillity, and is now more exempt from crimes

than other counties which have been deemed tranquil.

The condition of Limerick, however, cannot justify

the removal of any considerable > portion of the force of

the army or police, 1 on of the operation

of the Insurrection A

“In the general «

is the prevalent char

declare the spirit of ti

improved, and attrilu

clusively to the terre

for enforcing obedie:

“But whatever may mal cause of tran-

quillity, [do not apprehcuaihie'the county of Lime-

rick will soon be disturbed again to any great degree. .

Under the protection of the law, lately enacted, an

improved force of police has been established in the

county ; and the magistrates have incessantly laboured

to improve the local administration of justice, and to

give additional power to the laws, by a more vigorous

and impartial administration of their provisions.

“Tf the protection now afforded be continued for

a sufficient periotl of time to render the success of the

plans of the original agitators hopeless 1d imprac-

ticable, the ordinary laws, under a just and pure admi-

ical opinion, which

and, many persons

Limerick to be un-

sting tranquillity ex-

® means employed
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nistration, may be found amply sufficient for the pre-

servation of the public peace in that county.

“Tt is impossible not to contemplate the improved

condition of the county of Limerick with a degree of

satisfaction, not confined to the limits of that district,

but opening to us a prospect of similar and more ex-

tensive benefits, through the introduction of similar

improvements in other parts of Ireland. Nor can I

withhold the testimony of my most cordial approba-

tion of the merits of the nobility, gentry, clergy, and

magistrates of Limerick, in enabling the Government

to lay the foundations ig, great and auspicious

work, by which th disorder and law-

less violence has be wm example of tran-

quillity and of due 1 of justice. In the

advance which has 5 towards this salutary

reform, the services of ant Torrens have been

most essentially usei it possible for me to

express in terms ot mendation, my gratc-

ful sense of his 74 faane, and active ex-

ertions.

“The county of Clare has generally been exempt,

until lately, from outrage of a serious or insurrec-

tionary character.

“At the end of November, however, a disposition

to disturbance began to appear in Clare, by notices on

the subject of tithes,* by punishing persons engaged in

* Mr. Thomas Moore about this time published his well known per-

formance, ‘ Capt. Rock,’ in which he traces, with as much wit as truth,

the disturbances that then convulsed Ireland, to the tithe system admin-

istered by rapa 48 proctors :—

“ As long as Popish spade and Seythe

Shall eut and dig the Sassanach tithe,
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the collection of them, and by a violent attack on (Mr.

M‘Culloch) a clergyman, whose life was seriously en-

dangered by the injuries which he suffered.

“To such an extent had crime prevailed in the

barony of Tulla, that the magistrates had anticipated

the necessity of requiring the application of the provi-

sions of the Insurrection Act.

“Serious outrage, however, has been principally con-

fined to the proclaimed districts of the county of Cork,

and of Tipperary.

“ At the close of #

was manifested in.

perty of the clergy

from tithe.

«The system of act

rents and tithes) was

notices were followsd,

those in the last ye

“Tithe property, the hands of laymen

or ecclesiastics, was of attack; and the

means usually employed, destruction by fire. During

the latter part of September, few nights passed without

the destruction by fire, of some building, haggard or

stacks of tithe corn, in the proclaimed baronies in the

a general disposition

.to invade the pro-

deriving an income

pplied, as formerly, to

; to tithes; and these

And Popish purses pay the tolls

un Heaven’s road for Sassanachs* souls,

So long the merry reign shall be

Of ‘ Captain Rock’ and his family.”

A pamphlet published a. p. 1657, by Anthony Pearson, Esq., a justice

of peace in Westmoreland, in the time of the Commonwealth, contains

many arguments on the subject of tithes, that are wov’* the considera-

tion of those who would legislate on this embarrassing subject. It is

entitled “ The great case of Tithes truly stated, clearly opened, and fully

resolved.”
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county of Cork. The same system has continued in

those baronies, with some abatement, to the present

time.

“Tt is a curious circumstance, however, in the cha-

racter of these transactions, that, in several instances,

the grain had been artfully separated from the straw,

and had been sold, by the proprietor of the stacks, for

its full value ; and that the same proprietor had de-

stroyed the stacks of straw by fire, with a view of

recovering from the barony the full value of the corn

already sold. hese casesayere not unfrequent.

“ The incendiary ¥ odiscoverable. The

fact of such numer®’ ‘conflagrations was

alleged to be an indis of general combina-

tion, until the vigils ‘uulitary and police

actually detected a cos amber of the stacks

of straw, cleared of the srepared for the fire ;

and thus discovered ‘stery of this double

fraud.

“By the activity of and of the police,

the number of the coulagratisns has been gradually

reduced ; several instances, however, of that outrage

occurred during the last week in one barony.

“While these lawless outrages have been directed

against tithe property, the former system of robbing

houses for arms, has not been altogether abandoned.

Attempts to destroy persons obnoxious to the insur-

gents, on account of information given, or of a refusal
to obey their commands, have been renewed ; but these

robberies have not been frequent, and have appeared

rather subs ary to the attainment of other objects,

connected with the destruction of the property of the

Church.
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“In the course of November, the system extended

itself to the barony adjoining those originally pro-

claimed, to such an extent, as to require the applica-

tion of the provisions of the Peace Preservation Bill.

“Instances also have occurred of similar outrages

against tithe property, in parts of the county of Cork,

more remote from the baronies in which the spirit

of violence originally appeared. ‘There is reason to

believe, that in some of these cases the outrages have

been perpetrated by persons detached for the special

purposes from the disturbed. baronies; and even in

the parts of the country: e,outrages have most

prevailed, they have $ iducted by persons

of the immediate ne vith the exception

of the cases of fraud 2 ad.

“In Tipperary a sim commenced, though

in a mitigated degree. e latter part of Sep-

tember and the mont ce destructions of

property by fire oce * were posted, and

some attacks were max surpose of procuring

arms. The progress of'thstirbaiec appeared so rapid

to some persons as to induce the magistrates, assem-

bled at a special session, to request an extension of

the Insurrection Act to a barony to which it had not

been previously applied.

“The request having been received on the eve of

the proclamation for carrying into cffect, in that

county, the new system of police, it was thought ad-

visable to withhold the application of the Insurrection

Act, until the effect of the new system of police had

been ascertained by experiment.

“Many crimes have since been committed in the

VOL. II, AA
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county of Tipperary, but not generally of the former

insurrectionary character.

“The districts of the King’s and Queen’s counties,

bordering on Tipperary, have been affected by similar

disorder ; property has been destroyed by fire ; and in

some places great apprehensions have existed of the

disturbance of tranquillity. The establishment of an

effective police, under the Act of the last Session, in

both these counties, will probably reduce the spirit of

outrage within narrower limits, and, it may be hoped,

will ultimately extings

“In the county :

matory and threat

have been general:

“Outrages have a

aggravated nature, &

those now prevailing

of Cork, and other

rotices of an inflam-

, during the winter,

seen committed of an

ug of the character of

ricts of the county

d with the general

disturbances of the “¥3 it, In consequence of

the exertions of the 76 itrages in Roscommon

have not attained any alarming height.

“Some disturbance has also occurred in the coun-

ties of Kildare and Westmeath. It has been met in

both instances by an extension of the Peace Preserva-

tion Act to additional baronies.

“The province of Ulster maintains its tranquillity.

From many quarters information has been reccived of

an increased activity in the swearing of Ribbonmen ;

and, in some instances, meetings have been held, which

have terminated in serious affrays ; but, with the ex-

ception of these riotous proceedings, the peace of the

province has been gencrally preserved by the exertions
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of the gentry and magistrates. This general view of

the state of Ireland certainly exhibits a scene of im-

proved tranquillity, compared with the corresponding

period of the last year.

“ Numerous crimes are recorded in the reports of the

several magistrates ; but they have not been so fre-

quent, and generally not of so sanguinary a character,

and not so strongly marked by a systematic resistance

of authority. The fear of the law appears, in many

instances, to have superscded the dread of lawless

vengeance. Difficulties of j ing evidence of crimes,

committed even in . many witnesses,

still exist ; but those neither so great

nor so general as in thé iods of time. The

execution of some int the murder of a

crown-witness at Lirer rev confidence to the

well-affected ; and hss reneral impression,

that the law is able to rotect those who

assist in its due admi n the other hand,

in most of the lately dis icts, a general dis-

trust of each other, has been diffused amongst the

authors and agents of violence and disorder ; and a

general terror exists of the peril of extensive combi-

nations of insurrection. This alarm has certainly

arisen from the more vigorous and, at the same time,

impartial administration of the law.

“ Undoubtedly, throughout the whole country, a

general disposition prevails to invade the property of the

clergy, to resist the payment of tithes; and to resort to

every means of defeating all demands of the Church.

This may be partly attributed to the dif alties of the

times, partly to the spirit of resisting lawful authori-
AA
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ty, which has been so sedulously encouraged. While

this spirit shall continue to break forth in outrages of

the nature now prevailing in some districts of Cork,

and in other places; while these outrages shall be

committed by combinations of persons not immediately

connected with the actual scene of mischief, but tra-

versing the country at night, in gangs of incendiaries ;

prudence must forbid the relaxation of those extraor-

dinary powers which Parliament considered to be

necessary for the preservation of the peace of Ireland ;

and which, duly exerci ady contributed to

produce whatever iny seen effected in the

general state of the

“Among the caus

have commenced te opt

last session of Parliaz

Police demands parti

“The introducticr

has been accomplisl: and with general

good will and temper + unties.

“The magistrates have cheerfuliy codperated in

giving effect to this great and salutary alteration in the

internal government of Ireland.

“It would neither be prudent nor just to precipitate

the extension of so considerable a change of system ;

the beneficial progress of which might be frustrated,

but could not be accelerated by a premature effort to

force its universal application.

“In some districts the practical benefits of the sys-

tem itself, have already commenced their operation.

It would, however, be as vain and presumptuous to

expect instantaneously the full advantages of such a

* amelioration which

land, the Act of the

enyprovement of the

d system of Police
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change, as it would have been rash to hasten its intro-

duction. The course of time, the steady perseverance

of the Government, and the progressive confidence of

the gentry and magistracy may be expected to mature

and perfect the good fruits of this wise and useful law,

wherever it has been applied; until a general sense

and view of its happy consequences shall sanction its

general extension.

“Tn the mean while it is highly satisfactory to ob-

serve, that the early appearances of this plan bear an

aspect so favourable and hopefal

“ Similar observatt

revision of the Co:

able mind could exp

be attempted without

or that a work so di

once be accomplishe<

fection. The exper

the rules of all polf

gest that such a revi: not be perfect in its

first effort ; and must equent and careful re-

consideration, before its advantages could be entirely

realized.

“ Accordingly, complaints have arisen with respect

to the most delicate and arduous considerations in the

progress of this necessary reform ; attention has been

paid to these complaints, wherever it has been deemed

consistent with the principles of the intended improve-

ment ; and I have no reason to doubt, that the Com-

mission of the Peace will be the object of constant

vigilance and care, until the beneficis views of his

Majesty’s Government shall be accomplished to the

ath respect to the

Yeace. No reason-

vidious a task could

x partial discontent ;

complicated could at

ed in complete per-

ractical government,

vould naturally sug-
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utmost practical extent in the general improvement of

the Magistracy of Ireland.

“In some counties the reform is already nearly com-

plete, and generally satisfactory ; while throughout

Ireland, the mere knowledge of the existence of a plan

of revision has produced salutary consequences, by in-

creasing the diligence, accuracy, and careful conduct of

the Magistrates, and by a more effectual and more pure

administration of the law.

“ The useful practice of cassemubding g frequently and

regularly in petty sess? en introduced into

some counties ; and é, ‘bit of admuuster-

iny justice, by separét ; at their respective

residences, is graduet

“YT have given every

of the system of hold

monent I contemplat

law on the subject.

the magistracy is gener af to adopt the prac-

tice by voluntary regu. iuprefer the experiment

of their own uncontrolled good will, until I can ascer-

tain by tract of time, whether the addition of legal

rule may be necessary to stimulate their exertions.

“From the statement of facts contained in this dis-

patch, and from the observations which I have sub-

mitted to you, it will appear that the general condition

of Lreland, with regard to the internal tranquillity of

the provinces, is considerably improved since the last

winter. That the appearance of systematic disturbance

is confined to a few districts on the north-western

boundary of the county of Cork; and that even in

those districts, no insurrectionary combination has been

ot to the extension

ssions; and at one

deoty of suggesting a

son to believe that
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manifested ; but that a most outrageous attack has

been made upon the system of tithes, and upon the

rights and property of the Church, with reference to

that system.

“ That a considerable improvement has been effected

in the administration of the law within the districts

which had been disturbed ; and that it is reasonable to

expect increased vigour and purity in that administra-

tion. That the new police has been introduced into

the lately disturbed distrig ad into others, with ge-

neral approbation, wi al_and effective codpe-

ration of the magisét ny instances, with

great success in the rime, the speedy ap-

prehension of offende aintenance of public

peace. :

“ That the revision of

larly, and that the «é

an establishing fregu

regulations, affords | BR o expect a progressive

unprovement in the v2 WF freland,

“TJ have not referred in this dispatch to the danger-
ous system of associations under the obligation of

secret and mysterious oaths. Ylaving some time since

submitted to you a separate dispatch relative to the

trial and conviction of several persons denominated

Ribbonmen, I added to that dispatch some observa-

tions, suggesting the necessity of strengthening the law

of Ireland against the peril of those societies.

“The question of the increase or diminution of the

spirit of this association is stated differently, according

to the particular views, imaginary interests, and fla-

grant zeal of conflicting parties.

ey ts proceeding requ-

of the magistrates

33, and other useful
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“In this contention, (ludicrous in principle. and

theory, but mischievous to the state in practice,) it is

at least an advantage to the King’s Government to have

completely detected, and publicly exposed, the whole

craft and mystery of the Ribbon conspiracy. And I

cannot believe that such an exposure, accompanied by

such convictions, sentences, and punishments, should

neither assuage the zeal, nor abate the bravery of these

covenanters, nor relax the holy bond of their illegal

oaths, and treasonable contract.

“ But I request

which I have subnei

of this system of m3

the solemnity of sess

lege subjects to act x

law, nor derived frown i

not disclosed in the fe

the infatuated novices

limited and lawless &

“The vigour and the law should be ex-

erted to extirpate this f Which has been a main

cause of the disturbances and miseries of Ireland. The

mystery is now distinctly exposed ; I, therefore, anxi-

ously hope and trust that his Majesty’s Government

will add to the various benefits which they have al-

ready imparted to this country, the inestimable favour

of abolishing by law, in Ireland, an evil, which has been

abolished by law in England. I have, &e.,

“* WELLESLEY.”

Yor to the suggestions

opectual restraimt

ents, formed under

nding his Majesty's

wes not known to the

ur purposes undefined,

if initiation, nor until

gr to the vow of un-

“PS. In examining this dispatch, I perceive, that

although the necessity of continuing the Insurrection
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Act is repeatedly to be inferred from the tenor of the

facts and observations stated, I have not directly

recommended that measure ; I request his Majesty’s

Government to understand that I consider the renewal

of the Insurrection Act for another year to be indis-

pensably requisite, not only for the preservation of

tranquillity in Ireland, but for the success of all those

plans of improvement which may be expected, ulti-

mately, to render the Insurrection Act unnecessary.”

The Lord-Lieutenay

of good governmen

noticed by the leadi

Referring to the

determination to pursi

the administration of {

remarked.—“ Tis hig

condemned the ext

timates for a peace , Was strong and

memorable,-—* Parsimon anoply of Peace !’

Our readers will sce with pleasure the correspond-

ence which exists hetween the former language of

the noble Marquess and ihe principles which he

still professes.” *

The Marquess Wellesley, it was observed by a

contemporary publication, “has commenced a re-

form of the Trish Magistracy, by striking out of the

Commission of the Peace, the names of several

hundreds of Noblemen, Officers, Clergymen, and Es-

quires, who are too much infected with the spirit

of party.” +

promote the cause

» most favourably

cnals.

ellesley’s expressed

ree of Economy in

Government, it was

rossion when he

ie ministerial es-

* The Times, a. v. 1822, + The Examiner, s. vp. 1823,
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The press teemed with pamphlets on the policy

of the new Government; and in some of them, as

might have been anticipated, His Excellency’s pro-

ceedings were severely criticised. One writer ex-

presses the following opinion of his Constabulary

Bill :-—-

“The consequences of the Marquess Wellesley’s

Police Act, may therefore be summed up thus: to

disgust many of the respectable men in the

country, to augme! a32r of absentees, to

supersede some vad “ies, to prevent the

possibility of som Yr possessing an effi-

cient independent r constitutional po-

lice, to cover thése 4 ith an armed standing

force, under leaders, by, and removable at

the pleasure of 4 a finally to present

the curious anoms. iy under the superin-

tendence in the one & ivil, In the other of a

permanent military police. ,

These fears, however, have not been realised. The

trish Constabulary, it is believed, are now generally

regarded as an eflicient and useful body. There are

many objections, however, to their carrying military

weapons at all times; and it would be a most im-

portant improvement to assemilate the dress and dis-

cipline of the force as much as possible to those of the

London Police. In cities and towns, this might be

done at once without hazard.

jt oo
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CHAPTER XVIL

Anniversary of the Battle of the Boyne.—Determination of the Orange

Party to decorate the Statue of King William I[1.—Mr. O’Connell

publicly addresses Lord Wellesley on the subjeet—Riot on the 12th

of July —The Orangemen prepare for another Demonstration on the

4th of November.—The Ford & or issues a Proclamation against

the Mccting.—The Corper fete of Censure on the Lord

Mayor, and declare th: gard the Proclamation.—

Proceedings on the 4th eadful Riots which last for

three Days.—Lord Welle Theatre Royal.—Publicly

Insulted and Attacked arrow escape from instant

Death. —Violent Uproa ef the Attorney-Gencral

against Parties charged as the Riot.—The Grand Jury

Tgnore the Bills of Indicin Addresses to the Lord-Lieu-

tenant congratulating hin af Escape.—Letters of Col.

Shawe to the Marq ms of the Right Hon.

Robert Peel at this perict

On the approach of f July, the anniversary

of the battle of the Boy ne, ‘much interest was felt re-
specting the procecdings of the Orangemen, who, on that

day, were accustomed to inake idle and offensive party

displays. It was hoped that the advice of his Majesty

King George the Fourth, and the well-known senti-

ments of the Lord-Licutenant would, in some measure,

check demonstrations in commemoration of a cee war,

which tended to disturb the public peace and keep

alive those malign feelings of sectarian animosity which

opposed insuperable obstacles to the in ovement of

the country. ‘The Orangemen, however, resolved to
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make a trial of their strength, and publicly declared

their resolution to decorate the statue of King William

with orange ribbons &c., according to their usual prac-

tice under the government of the Marquess Wellesley’s

predecessors. Mr. O’Connell now addressed a letter to

the Lord-Lieutenant, in the newspapers, calling upon

his Excellency to issue orders to prohibit the decoration

of the statue. No orders were issued ; Lord Wellesley

appears to have been desirous of seeing what course

the Orangemen would, of their own accord, pursue; and

the publication of Mr. & ’s letter, if there had

been no other restrain ild, probably, have

induced his Excellen ‘hn orders ; for had

he issued them, “he se have been repre-

sented as having actod: wence of the requi-

sition of the Catholic | information before

the Lord Mayor, or rial to the head

of the Executive Gow d have effectually

drawn attention to the sreventing the in-

tended display ; but 2 & aato on the subject

seemed to be designed to piace’ an alternative before

Lord Wellesley,—if he remained passive, to create the

impression that he dared not interfere with the pro-

ceedings of the Orangemen,—if he interfered actively,

to lay himself open to the imputation of having acted

under the constraining influence of their opponents.

The 12th of July was as usual a day of commotion in

the Irish metropolis ; the statue was dressed by one mob

and stript of its decorations by another ;—after the

usual songs, scufiles and maledictions, the affair passed

off without. extraordinary event.

Lord Wellesley having found that no deference was
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paid either to his wishes or to those of the Sovereign,

resolved to put down by the strong arm of authority

all such displays for the future. The 4th of November

was the anniversary of “the never-to-be-too-often-cele-

brated hero,” King William the Third, and the alumne

of the University * and the elders of the Orange Insti-

tute looked forward to another gala-day. On the 31st

of October, however, the following proclamation made

its appearance :—

BY THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE LORD MAYOR OF THE

CIPTy OF

‘Joun Surra Firy

“ Whereas the

William, in College-ti

the occasion of disseus

inhabitants of Dub}

tive of violations of

it appears by informe ath, that in conse-

quence of the devora ne said statue on

the 12th day of July last, a tumultuous mob assem-

bled in the early part’ of the night of the said

day, and continued in a state of riot and disturbance

of the public peace for some hours, during which pe-

riod several of his Majesty’s subjects received, in conse-

quence thereof, serious bodily injuries, and the inhabi-

tants of College-Green, and its vicinity, were kept in a

state of great apprehension and alarm. And, whercas

it further appears by the said informatien upon oath,

that there is reason to believe that there will be a

an for some time past,

iinosities amongst the

* Orange Lodges were then permitted to exist in the University.
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repetition of the like disturbances, if the said statue

shall be decorated upon the approaching anniversaries

on the fourth and fifth days of November next :

“ Now I, the said Lord Mayor of the City of Dublin

do hereby give notice, that, as Chief Magistrate of this

City, I shall feel it my bounden duty to guard, as far

as I possibly can, against the recurrence of similar dis-

orders and infractions of the public peace, and for that

purpose to prevent, by all legal means in my power,

the decoration of the said statue, or the affixing thereto

any emblem, or,.device whatever, with a

view to the said pniversaries, and to

bring to public jus “vs in that respect.

And I do most cont ‘that all the loyal,
peaceable, and well a y fellow-citizens will

concur in giving effec

“ And I do further

wise and benignané,

avoiding the cause

in thus following the

of his Majesty, and

ve shall set an ex-

ample which, by uni ss in support of his

Majesty’s Government; “sexy restore the public tran-

quillity, redeem the character, and promote the pros-

perity of the country in general. Given at the Man-

sion House, this 31st day of October, 1822. By Order,

“ A. Taytor, Sec.”

It will almost appear incredible at this day, when

happily these tempestuous passions and violent pre-

Judices have subsided, that this order from the Chief

Magistrate of Dublin, was not only disobeyed, but

treated as an inroad upon the Constitution of the

Empire! On the 2nd of November, a meeting of the

Common Council of the Metropolis took place, and a
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vote of censure was passed on the Lord Mayor, for

having issued the proclamation; the majority pledg-

ing themselves to decorate the statue! A party who

had always professed obedience to the laws, now pre-

pared at all hazards to defy the proclamation. The

morning of the 4th of November arrived, and the

dawning light discovered a body of police drawn

around the statue of King William, in College Green ;

while a horse patrol moved slowly about it. The

Orange party confident that they possessed the secret

sympathy of the guard, advanced to the charge—the

Catholics joined in,.<tf aud a desperate riot

ensued. For two i traversed by angry

mobs ; by one the w lis Grace the Arch-

bishop of Dublin,* ¥ ised the embers of

bigotry by a recent <i : demolished ; by an-

other, the residence Mayor was treated

with similar indign¥ { the populace re-

ceived bayonet wourt ral were seriously

injured. On the thir i attempt was made

to decorate the stai ‘i active force having

been called out, the attempt was foiled, and quietness

was, in some measure, restored.

The Lord-Lieutenant expressed his approbation of

the Lord Mayor’s conduct through the Chief Secre-

tary -—

“ Dublin Castle, November 21st, 1822.

“My Loro,

“YT am commanded by the Lord-Lieutenant to

acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s communi-

* Dr. Magee, the predecessor of the enlightened prelate who at pre-

sent adorns the Areliepiscopal See of Dublin.
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cations, stating the events which occurred in the

City of Dublin, respecting the decoration of the statue

of King William, and referring to the measures adopt-

ed by your Lordship, under His Excellency’s instruc-

tions, for maintaining the public peace.

“The Lord-Lieutenant has commanded me to ex-

press his entire approbation of the judgment, firmness,

and temper, with which your Lordship has discharged

a duty rendered difficult and invidious by the pecu-

liar circumstances of the moment.

“The gratification _ i

rived from your La

is much enhanced

that your Lordship

high functions in suc

just cause of dissatisf

affect the peace of

and mutual good will

I have the be

Excellency has de-

§ on this occasion,

é which it inspires,

to administer your

as to remove every

irritation which can

isturb the comfort

of Dublin.

Lord,

& humble Servant,

Henry Gov.zoury.

“ To the Right Hon. the Lord Mayor, &.”

Such was the excited state of public fecling in

Ireland at this time, that Mr. Goulbourn’s letter, which

seems to have been demanded by every sense of pub-

lic duty, was regarded as nothing but a wanton insult

to, what were termed, Protestant principles.

In the following month an event occurred which

marks still more strongly the vehemence of the passions

that then raged in the breasts of the opponents of a

more liberal and equitable order of things.
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The Marquess Wellesley resolved to attend the

performance at the Theatre-Royal, Hawkins’s Street.

His Excellency went in state, and was accompanied

by a numerous suite. He was received with mingled

cheers, groans and hisses; and it was evident that

the night would end in a storm. On His Excellency’s

rising while the band played “God save the King,”

several missiles were thrown into the Vice-Regal box ;

and a large quart-bottle was flung from the gallery

at Lord Wellesley’s head. It providentially missed

its mark, but glanced close:techis faco. It would very

probably have killed? ot, had it struck

his head, considerins the bottle and the

height from which i The House was in

confusion ; the perfo stopped, and several

gentlemen exerted the 0 arrest the ruffians

who had been guilt loyal and dastardly

outrage,—in which it dd not more than

thirty persons were ¢

The whole circums however, be best

narrated by His Majesty’s “Attorney-General in the

following document, copied from the original pa-

pers :--

INFORMATION.

“As of Hilary Term, in the third year of the reign of

our Sovereign Lord George the Fourth, of the United

Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, King, De-

fender of the Faith and so forth, and in the year of

our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-

three,

“The Right Hon. William Conyngl n Plunkett,

Attorney-General of our Lord the now King, who,

VOL, UL BB
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for our said Lord the King in this behalf, prosecutes

in his proper person, comes here into the Court of our

said Lord the King, before the King himself, on the

twentieth day of January, in this term, and for our

said Lord the King, gives the Court here to under-

stand and be informed, that on the fourteenth day of

December, in the third year of the reign of our Lord

the now King, and long before, at Hawkins’s-street, in

the county of the city of Dublin, there was a certain

theatre called the Theatre Royal, and that on the said

fourteenth day of Dec the said third year

of the reign of ow ing, at Hawkins’s-

street aforesaid, in he city of Dublin

aforesaid, a certain p' nted to be presented

and acted on that in the said theatre,

according to public ni ‘in that behalf given ;

and that the Most ¥ Marquess Wellesley,

Lord-Lieutenant-Gs al Governor of Ire-

land, on the said ¢ of December, in the

said third year of the: sr said Lord the King,

at Hawkins’s-street aforesaid, in the county of the city

of Dublin aforesaid, intended to be present at the said

presentation of the said play, im the said theatre,

according to public notice of such intention in that

behalf given: And the said Attorney-General for our

said Lord the King farther gives the Court here to

understand and be informed, that James Forbes, late

of Hawkins’s-street aforesaid, in the county of the city

of Dublin aforesaid, gentleman ; George Graham, late

of Hawkins’s-street aforesaid, in the county of the city

of Dublin a esaid, yeoman; William Graham, late of

Uawkins’s-street aforesaid, in the county of the city of
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Dublin aforesaid, yeoman; Henry Handwich, late of

’ Hawkins’s-street aforesaid, in the county of the city

of Dublin aforesaid, yeoman, otherwise called Henry

Handbridge ; Mathew Handwich, late of Hawkins’s-

street aforesaid, in the county of the city of Dublin

aforesaid, yeoman, otherwise called Mathew Hand-

bridge ; Robert Fletcher the younger, late of Hawkins’s-

street aforesaid, in the county of the city of Dublin

aforesaid, yeoman; Thomas Kelly, late of Hawkins’s-

street aforesaid, in the county of the city of Dublin

aforesaid, yeoman ; ¥ wnhiow, late of Hawk-

ins’s-street aforesai nty of the city of

Dublin aforesaid, g ard M‘Intosh, late

of Hawkins’s-street, the county of the

city of Dublin afore man; William Heron,

late of Hawkins’s-stre , 3a the county of the

city of Dublin afor man; and William

M‘Cullagh, late of aforesaid, in the

county of the city of said, gentleman, and

divers other persons itorney-General un-

known, well knowing ‘the premises, but being wicked
and ill-disposed persons, on the said fourteenth day of

December, in the said third year of the reign of our

said Lord the King, at Hawkins’s-street aforesaid, in

the county of the city of Dublin aforesaid, with force

and arms wickedly and maliciously did meet, conspire,

combine, confederate and agree together, and to and

with each other unlawfully, riotously and routously to

make and raise, and to cause and to procure to be

made and raised, a great noise, tumult, riot and dis-

turbance in the said theatre, while the said Lord-

Lieutenant should be so present therein, and wickedly,

BB 2
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unlawfully, riotously and routously to hiss, groan, in-

sult and assault, and to cause and procure to be hissed,

groaned, insulted and assaulted, the said Lord-Licu-

tenant in the said theatre, while he should be so

present therein as aforesaid :

“ And the said Attorney-General for our said Lord

the King, further gives the Court here to understand

and be informed, that the said James Forbes, George

Graham, William Graham, Henry Handwich, otherwise

called Henry Handbridge, Mathew Handwich, other-

wise called Mathew H ideo, Robert Fletcher the

younger, Thomas Ig ‘rownlow, Richard

M‘dntosh, William )AVilliam Heron, and

the said other person Attorney-General un-

known, afterwards « 3 presentation of the

said play, to wit, on th tecath day of Decem-

ber, in the said thi be relgn of our said

Lord the King, at 8 & aforesaid, in the

county of the city fovesaid, in presence

of and according te th spiracy, combination,

confederacy, and agreement, unlawfully and wickedly

did make, write, print and prepare, and did cause and

procure to be made, written, printed and prepared,

divers, to wit, three thousand papers, on some of which,

to wit, on one thousand thereof, were written and

printed the words, ‘No Popery; and on others of

which, to wit other one thousand thereof, were written

and printed these words following, to wit, ‘ The Pro-

testants want Talbot, as the Papists have got ald but!!P

and ‘ Fleming, though he has the maces may find it hard

to keep his ‘ace, ‘ Gabbett’s Digest ° and on others, to

wit, other one thousand thereof, were written and
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printed the words following, of and concerning the

said Most Noble Richard Marquess Wellesley, then and

now Lord-Lieutenant-General and General Governor of

Ireland, that is to say, ‘ Hx-Governor of the Bantams

shall change his Morning ton—e; with intent and in

order to publish, disperse, and scatter the said papers,

so having the said words so written and printed thereon

respectively in the said theatre, to and amongst divers

of the liege subjects of our Lord the King, who should

be present therein during the said presentation of the

said play, and thereby to exeite and cause to be made

a great noise, riot, ré . disturbance there-

in: and the said At for our said Lord

the King, doth furthes urt here to under-

stand and be informe said James Forbes,

George Graham, Wii », Henry Handwich,

otherwise called Heary :, Mathew Handwich,

otherwise called Matix Robert Fletcher

the younger, Thomas Brownlow, Richard

M‘Intosh, Wiliam M@ Yiiliam Heron, and

the said other persons aft he said Attorney-

General unknown ; further in pursuance of and accord-

ing to the said conspiracy, combination, confederacy

and agreement, afterwards and before the presentation

of the said play, to wit on the said fourteenth day of

December, in the said third year of the reign of our

said Lord the King, at, Hawkins’s-street aforesaid, in the

county of the city of Dublin aforesaid, wickedly and

maliciously did buy, purchase, and procure, divers to

wit, one hundred tickets for admission into the said

theatre, with intent and in order that Yey and other

ill-disposed persons should thereby gain admittance
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into the said theatre, and should be present therein

during the said presentation of the said play, and while

the said Lord-Lieutenant should be so present in the

said theatre, and should then and there make a great

riot, noise, and disturbance therein: and the said At-

torney-General for our said Lord the King, doth further

give the Court here to understand and be informed,

that the said James Forbes, George Graham, William

Graham, Henry Handwich, otherwise called Henry

Handbridge, Mathew Handwich, otherwise called Ma-

thew Ilandbridge, Rubergetcher the younger, Thomas

Kelly, William Bro: M‘Intosh, William

M‘Cullagh and Wii the other persons

aforesaid to the said eral unknown, further

in pursuance of an the said conspiracy,

combination, confeder: reament, afterwards, to

wit, on the said fo of December, in the

said third year of said Lord the now

King, at Hawkins’s , in the county of

the city of Dublin afs ‘edly and maliciously

did assemble themselves together in the said theatre,

and were present therein during the presentation of the

said play, and that the said Most Noble Richard Mar-

quess Wellesley, now Lord-Lieutenant as aforesaid,

then and there was present at and during the presenta-

tion of the said play, and that the said James Forbes,

George Graham, William Graham, Henry Handwich,

otherwise called Henry Handbridge, Mathew Handwich,

otherwise called Mathew Handhridge, Robert Fletcher

the younger, Thomas Kelly, William Brownlow, Richard

M‘Intosh, William M‘Cullagh, and William Heron,

further in pursuance of and according to the said con-
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Spiracy, combination, confederacy and agreement, then

and there in the said theatre, and while the said Lord-

Lieutenant was so present therein, wickedly and mali-

ciously did publish, circulate, disperse, and scatter the

said several papers, so having the said words so written

and printed thereon respectively as aforesaid, to and

amongst divers liege subjects of our said Lord the

King then and there present, in order to excite the said

liege subjects to make a great riot, noise, and disturb-

ance therein, in contempt of our said Lord the King

and his laws, to the le of all others in like

cases offending, an ace of our said Lord

the King, his crow “And the said Attor-

ney-General for our : e King, doth further

give the Court here nd and be informed,

that on the said fo y of December, in the

said third year of th r sald Lord the King,

at Hawkins’s-street 3 xe county of the city

of Dublin aforesai certain theatre called

the Theatre Royal, ax certain play was then

and there presented and acted in the said theatre, and

that the Most Noble Richard Marquess Wellesley, Lord-

Licutcnant-General and General Governor of Ireland,

then and there was present in the said theatre at the

presentation and acting of the said play, and that the

said James Forbes, George Graham, William Graham,

Henry Handwich, otherwise called Henry Handbridge,

Mathew Handwich, otherwise called Mathew Hand-

bridge, Robert Fletcher the younger, Thomas Kelly,

William Browmlow, Richard M‘Intosh, William M‘Cul-

lagh, and William Heron, and divers other persons to

the said Attorney-General unknown, then and there



376 LIFE AND CORRESPONDENCE OF

well knowing and seeing that the said Lord-Lieutenant

was so then and there present in the said theatre, but

being wicked and ill-disposed persons, then and there

with force and arms, wickedly and maliciously did

conspire, combine, confederate and agree together, and

to and with each other, unlawfully, wickedly, rictously,

and routously to make and raise, and cause and pro-

cure to be made and raised, a great noise, riot, tumult,

and disturbance in the said theatre, while the said

Lord-Lieutenant should remain so > prvwent therein, and

then and there wickedly

routously, to hiss,

cause and procure tt

assaulted, the said

remain so there prese

“And the said Aito

the King, doth further

stand and be infor

George Graham, Wi

otherwise called Henry’ e, Mathew Handwich,

otherwise called Mati ge, Robert Fletcher

the younger, Thomas Kelly, William Brownlow, Richard
M‘Intosh, William M‘Cullagh, and Wilham Heron, and

the said other persons lust mentioned, to the said At-

torney-General unknown, in pursuance of and accord-

ing to the said conspiracy, combination, confederacy,

and agreement last mentioned, then and there wickedly

and maliciously did publish, circulate, disperse, and

scatter to and amongst divers liege subjects of our said

Lord the King, then and there present in the said thea-

tre, divers, te wit, three thousand papers having written

and printed on some, to wit, on one thousand thereof,

oO
&

eral, for our said Lord

curt here to under-

said James Forbes,

Henry Handwich,

aake
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the words, ‘No Popery,’ and on others, to wit, other

one thousand thereof these words following : that is to

say, ‘ The Protestants want Talbot, as the Papists have

got all but!!!) and ‘ Fleming, though he has the

mace, may find wt hard to keep his place’ <‘ Gab-

bett’s Digest ? and on others, to wit, other onc thou-

sand of the said papers, these words following, of and

concerning the said Most Noble Richard Marquess

Wellesley, then and still Lord Lieutenant of Ireland

as aforesaid, that is to say, “ Ha-Governor of the Ban-

tams shall change his Moxaing ton—e !!!;’ in order

thereby to excite th jects so then and

there present, then make a great riot,

noise, tumult and 4 he said theatre, in

contempt of our said | g and his laws, to

the evil example of a like cases offending,

and against the peace ¢ Lord the King, his

crown and dignity. i Attorney-General

for our said Jord : further give the

Court here to unders formed, that on the

said fourteenth day of” , in the said third

year of the reign of our said Lord the King, at Haw-

kins’s-street aforesaid, in the county of the city of

Dublin aforesaid, there was a certain theatre called

the Theatre Royal, and that a certain play was then

and there presented and acted in the said theatre, and

that the Most Noble Richard Marquess Wellesley,

Lord-Lieutenant-General, and General Governor of

Ireland, then and there was present in the said theatre

at the said presentation and acting of the said play,

and that the said James Forbes, George “raham, Wil-

liam Graham, ITenry Handwich, otherwise called Henry
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Handbridge, Mathew Handwich, otherwise called Ma-

thew Handbridge, Robert Fletcher the younger, Thomas

Kelly, William Brownlow, Richard M‘Intosh, William

M‘Cullagh, and William Heron, and divers other per-

sons to the said Attorney-General unknown, then and

there well knowing and seeing that the said Lord-

Lieutenant was so then and there present in the said

theatre, but being wicked and ill-disposed persons,

then and there with force and arms, wickedly and

maliciously did conspire, combine, confederate and

agree together, and cach other, and to

and with divers ot

to the said Attor

wickedly, riotously ai

and to cause and pr

great noise, tumult,

theatre, while the sa,

so present therein,

iknown, unlawfully,

to make and raise,

» made and raised, a

isturbance in the said

there wickedly, un-

lawfully, riotously av to hiss, groan, insult

and assault, and to adcprocure to be hissed,

groaned, insulted and assaulted, the said Lord-Lieute-
nant while he should remain so there present in the

said theatre, in contempt of our said Lord the King

and his laws, to the evil example of all others in hke

cases offending, and against the peace of our said Lord

the King, his crown and dignity: Whereupon the

said Attorney-General of our said Lord the King,who

for our said Lord the King prosecutes in this behalf,

prays the consideration of the Court here in the pre-

mises, and that process of law may be awarded against

them the sai? James Forbes, George Graham, William

Graham, Henry Handwich, otherwise called Jlenry
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Handbridge, Mathew Handwich, otherwise called Ma-

thew Handbridge, Robert Fletcher the younger, Tho-

mas Kelly, William Brownlow, Richard M‘Intosh,

William M‘Cullagh, and William Heron, in this behalf

to make their answer to our said Lord the King touch-

ing and concerning the premises. W. ©. Phunkert.”

* William Kemmis, Attorney for our Lord the King.”

The Grand Jury having ignored the bills of indict-

ment preferred against the parties charged with parti-

cipation in the rin, ¢ r was permitted to sub-

side. Public mectig n Dublin and other

places for the purpe y Lord Wellesley on

his fortunate escape stable portion of all

parties, it is almost sv > say, Jomed in pub-

licly denouncing the ¢

The following i

shortly after these o¢

es* were written

COLONEL SHAWE JOERSS WELSESLEY.

“ Cosgrove Priory, Stoncy Stratford, 14th December, 1822.

“ My Lorp,

“Tn writing to Johnston, a few days since, I told

him that I would send your Excellency what news

and political conversations and rumours I could col-

lect, especially regarding Ireland ; but I did not hear

much before I left town, and J write more to have

the pleasure of addressing your Excellency than from

having anything worth communicating.

“T dined with Lord Sidmouth a few ‘ays before I

* MS. collection.
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left town. He was in high spirits on the subject of

your administration in Ireland, and upon the present

state of that country. He told me your plan for

tithes had been received, and he understood Lord

Liverpool approved of it. He had not seen it, as he

was but lately come to town; but he would look into

it attentively, and, from what he had heard, he thought

it would be highly beneficial. He said he was de-

lighted to find that you took up these important sub-

jects with spirit ; that there was a decided inclination

to listen to your suggestiex ich he hoped you would

continue to take 8 ai that he expected

great benefits to m. It is perfectly

risen a step higher

d from you with any

rement of system, and

n your part.

pir dispatch on the

pade a very great im-

pression in the Hom nt. I have not seen

him since your tithe j been received. But I

believe that the dispatch was not in the Office, and it

had not been discussed in Cabinet when I left town.

Lord Maryborough told me he thought it would be

adopted ; that Lord Liverpool was much pleased with

it, and that he entirely approved the principle of your

plan. He wishes, however, to collect the tithes from

the town éands instead of from the landlords; be-

cause, where there are many under-lettings, there are

several landlords, and it may be diffidult to fix upon

who should pay. But this is a mere matter of

detail.

every time a dispate

proposed arrangemen

there is no complaint

“Sir C. Flint tol

reform of the magist
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“ He was not at all pleased at. my suggesting to

him the only thing, in my opinion, wanting to make

it perfect, viz., that he and the other landlords of

Ireland should magnanimously give up their exemp-

tion from agistment tithes, and share the burthen

fairly with the tillage farmer. I conclude that this is

ameasure your Excellency could not directly suggest,

because the exemption is established by law. But I

doubt whether the poor tillers of the soil in Ireland

will ever pay tithes cheerfully whilst they see. the

grass-land of the rich ad the park of the

landlord exempt.

“T have just nc

Lord Dacre (who is:

He has been employe

the amount of tithe:

collected a great deal,

but he does not thing

in England, and he ¢

me many questions : ithes, and said he

was informed your E nt to propose some

plan. I told him with great truth that I had not

seen your plan, but as the subject had been under

discussion some time, I had heard the outlines of

several plans, and among the rest, I stated the sub-

stance of what I had heard from Blake. He singled

that out at once, and said he was convinced that

such a plan would do infinite good to Ireland. He

is against committing any spoliation upon the Church,

or even altering their security. The principal feature

of his own plan is to regulate the amount of the

tithes by a corn-rate, to be taken upon an average

* conversation with

e subject of tithe.

ng a bill to regulate

cuntry ; and he has

fion on the subject ;

auoment favourable

5 pone it. He asked
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of the price of corn for the last five or seven years ;

but the average to be taken every year, viz. the

average of 1822 to go back as far as 1815, and that

of 1823 to go back to 1816 inclusive. By this

means the alteration in the rate of tithes would be

progressive and gradual, instead of taking a jump

backwards or forwards every seven years.

“T saw Lord Ilolland and Mr. Tierney before I left

town, and I had much conversation with them re-

specting Ireland. I think I perceive that the tone

of the Opposition will be particularly civil towards

your Excellency perso: nal. that they will admit

that you have do s. could be expected

from you wnder ti: ; but that they are

preparing a very sha on Ministers for not

satisfying the Cathal.

“ Lord Holland,

“We sincerely beli

in such a state tha

the Opposition, said,

eople of Ireland are

ein any invader who

could land a hand sxe, and how can we

remain silent, holding wots Susly Sucu au °Mnion 2

We must speak out, said he; «I hope Lord Wel-

lesley will not be annoyed, for none of it will be

directed at him. For my part,’ said he, ‘it would

be impossible for me ever to say anything that could

personally displease him. Iam convinced he is doing

a great deal, and,’ said he, laughing, ‘ Tenry Webster

would call me out if I did not allow that he was

doing everything. But I am sure,’ added he, ‘ they

won't let him do half what he thinks desirable,’

“Tierney held the same language. He gave you

every credit ; but said you would meet with nothing
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but thwartings and abuse from bigots in the end.

‘Canning, said he, ‘ fancies he can introduce some

improvement. But both he and Lord Wellesley will

find themselves insensibly drawn into their damned

system.’

“Tt is not to be expected that the Opposition will

abstain from attacking the Government, whether they

approve or disapprove, and I trust your Excellency

will not care a pin what they say of Government,

provided they do you no injustice. Indeed, their

battering will only serve..éo strengthen your hands

and incline the Cai én more to you; and

this is the observ to Lord Holland on

the subject. He foctionately of your

Excellency.

“ AH parties seet

curiosity, and with ;

course he will pur

from him than they %

“ Mr. Canning’s fi '. Ward, &c.) say that

he will astonish mai hat he will introduce a
system more liberal and more suited to the times ; but

they admit that he is in a situation of great peril, and

that his success will be glorious or his failure signal.

It is quite certain that he has gained ground in public

estimation. I wish him success, because I believe he

has always had a great degree of personal regard for

your Excellency, and I think him sufficiently free from

old prejudices to appreciate and assert your general

views of what is desirable in Ireland and elsewhere.

“Tf he could devise any mode of relicf for the

landed interest this session he would gain great credit,

te Mr. Canning with

pectations as to the

riainly expect more

his predecessor.
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and, unless something is done for them there will be a

very extensive transfer of landed property. The alarm

is beyond any thing I can remember, and I have found

it the same throughout Essex, Cambridgeshire, Wilts,

Hampshire, and this county. I returned here yester-

day from passing three days at the Duke of Grafton’s,

at Wakefield Lodge, four miles from hence.

sz Ne S se %
” w w x «

“ Meanwhile, it is satisfactory to observe, that all

parties seem to fee! that Ireland is doing well in your

hands. The Duke of 2ying served in Ircland

often talks about: dd he admired your

management of the : fatue extremely. My

holidays expire to-n { shall return to my

office to remain for sor The frost has spoiled

our hunting here.

*“T most sincere

Christmas, and a lox

perity.

Lordship a happy

of health and pros-

“Your most faz M. Suawe.”

COLONEL SHAWE TO THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY.

(Private.)

“11, Old Burlington Street, 3rd February, 1823.

“ My Lonp,

“ Lord Maryborough does not expect any mention

of Ireland to-morrow ; but if there should be, he said he

felt satisfied that your Lordship would receive the most
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honourable and firm support from Mr. Peel* and all the

Ministers ; and, although he had not heard Mr. Can-

ning open his lips on the subject, he had no doubt he

would do what was proper.

“Tam happy to say that all classes in Ireland and

in this country, begin within the last ten days to

understand rightly the nature of the contest in which

your Excellency is engaged. I now consider the battle

as fought and won, and I heartily congratulate your

Excellency and Ireland upon the result. I look upon

the contest to have .be¢ y-Sumilar to that which

began in South Ay ivar came to your

. ¢ the natives to be

any place of emolu-

bbe monopolized by a

yi. the privilege of insult-

orders of the com-

excluded from (ever

ment and trust, anc +

privileged caste, whe &

ing periodically

munity.

“ T hope there is is state of things, at

least as far as the asclasebieults: go ; and if your Ex-

cellency were to effect no more in Ireland it would be

* “T was deeply impressed with the conviction that it would tend to

the welfare of Ireland if those Seerct Associations were extinguished. I

stated that however laudable might be their intentions, however sincere

their professions of loyalty, I still thought that the existence of societies

having secret signs, was a bad precedent for other organised bodies ; and

that, therefore, I wished to see, not only the Orange Lodges extinguished,

but the spirit which had so long distracted Ireland suppressed. I did

everything in my power to procure the abandonment of those Orange

Societies, and I think the honourable gentlemen will admit that no man

had given more effectual advice than I did. It had been most honour-

ably acted on ; and the members of those societies have religiously kept

the promise which they made.”’—Sprech of Sir Robert Peel, Bart., House

af Cummons, June 4th, 1841.

VOL. HI. ec
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a glorious work, and lay the foundation of all further

improvement.

“T conclude Mr. Prendergast has written to your

Excellency the substance of his conversation with Mr.

Peel, yesterday. It is highly satisfactory. I am happy

to hear that your Excellency is quite recovered and

well enough to go to the Castle. Nothing is wanting

to consolidate your victary.but your being able to re-

sume your usual h ‘ist the world see the

Lord-Lieutenant d aal routine of hos-

pitality as if nothing d, and as if no battle

had been won.

“ Fai M. Suawe.”

“To his Excellency the
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CHAPTER XVIII.

Second Marriage of Lord Wellesley to the Danghter of Richard Caton,

Esq., Sister of the Duchess of Leeds, and Lady Stafford.—Meecting at

the Vice Regal Lodge, Phoenix Park.—The Bridal Party, &e.—Cere-

mony performed by the Lord Primate of Ireland, and afterwards by

the most Reverend the Roman Catholie Arehbishop of Dublin, Dr.

Murray.—Festivities on tt epusion.- Motion of Lord Leveson

Gower, in the House of respecting the Payment of

the Roman Catholic —-Objections to such a

course.—Observations ¢ astical Question.

Ty the year 1825, 2°

the personal history <

conduced eminently 4

another pledge to th

with disdain upon |

sting event occurred in

yaess Wellesley, which

appiness, and afforded

. his Lordship looked

prejudices which at

that time arrayed ¢ n of Ireland into two

hostile classes, and exercised a tyranny even over the

affections of the human heart. In the month of October

1825, his Excellency was married to Marianne, daugh-

ter of Richard Caton, of Baltimore, in the United States

of America, and widow of Robert Patterson, Esq., a

lady distinguished for her beauty, elevation of mind,

and dignity of manners, qualities which are described

in the highest terms of respectful admiration by those

who had the happiness of seeing her Ladyship in the

Irish metropolis. This lady was the grand-daughter of

the celebrated American patriot, Carrol of Carrolstown,

who signed the declaration of independence ;_ but

cod
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though of republican parentage, she had a patent of

nobility from nature, which the illustrious bridegroom,

however proud of his lineage and ancestral honours,

esteemed far above the tinsel of hereditary distinctions.

Her title lent her no grace she did not pay it back

again ;—it is a circumstance of which America may

well boast, that no court of Europe ever produced

women of greater elegance and accomplished manners,

than the Marchioness Wellesley, and her ladyship’s

sisters, the Duchess of Leeds and Lady Stafford ;—for

Mr. Caton had the sats

his daughters weari

fourth daughter w

Consul at Baltimor

The Vice-regal we

versation in Dublin ;

believe, attended wit}

On the appointe

Lord-Lieutenant’s

_of living to see three of

ecronets, while his

Britannic Majesty’s

ish.

topic of general con-

the reader will readily

le éelat.

e o'clock, two of the

, humerous retinue

of servants in their + * arrived at Ryland’s

Hotel, Sackville Street, bride had been resid-

ing for three months previously. Immediately after-

wards the distinguished lady and her sister, then Miss

Caton, accompanied by Mr. Johnston and Col. Shawe,

entered one of the carriages and proceeded directly to

the residence of the illustrious Viceroy, at the Phoenix

Park, followed by her suite.

“Tell me, ye merchants’ daughters, did ye see

So fair a creature in your town before ?

So swect, so lovely, and so mild as she,

Adored with beauty’s grace, and virtue’s store ;

* Uniform worn by members of his Exeellency’s household :—Sky-
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Her goodly eyes like sapphires shining bright,

Her forehead ivory white.

Her cheeks like apples which the snn hath rudded,

Her lips like cherries charming men to bite.

Why stand still ye virgins in amaze,

Upon her so to gaze,

Whilst ye forget your former lay to sing,

Yo which the woods did answer, and your echo ring ?

But if ye saw that which no eyes ean see,

The inwerd beauty of her lively sp’rit,

Garnished with heavenly gifts of high degree,

Much more then would ye wonder at the sight,

And stand astonished like to those which read

Medusa’s mazeful head.

There dwell sweet {i

Unspotted faith

Regard of henci

chastity,

aod
2

The following dis

bridal party—the Le

Rev. the Lord Bishop of

Hon. Charles Kendal &

Miss Plunkett, the

George Murray, Mr.” aulburn, Mr. and Mrs.

Blake, Mrs. Talbot, Setonekeand Mrs. Talbot, Miss

Caton the bride’s sister, Hon. Mr. Keppel, Colonel

Shawe, Doctor Hunter, the Messrs. Johnston, the Aid-

de-Camp in waiting.

The illustrious party partook of a sumptuous ban-

quet at a quarter past six o’clock. At eight o’clock

the nuptial ceremony took place at the Vice-regal

Lodge, Phoenix Park. ‘The Lord Primate performed

the rites according to the ceremonial of the Church of

srsons composed the

# of Ireland, the Right

the Chief Justice, (the

iiorney-General* and

£ the Forces, Sir

blue ceat, lined with white silk, and richly embroidered with silver lace ;

the waistcoat richly embroidered ; the buttons were rich] v gilt, ornamented

with a shamrock in the centre of a star.

* Subsequently Lord Plunkett, Lord Chauecllor of Ireland.
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England; the Bishop of Raphoe giving away the

bride.

Immediately afterwards the marriage was solemnised

by the Most Rev. Dr. Murray, Roman Catholic Arch-

bishop of Dublin, according to the ritual of the Roman

Catholic Church,—the Marchioness Wellesley being a

member of that communion. His Grace, Archbishop

Murray, was accompanied by the Rev, Dr. Russell,

parish priest of St. Paul’s parish, and vicar-general

of the diocese, and the Rev. Mr. Glynn, the officiating

clergyman of Liffey Streetechapel.

There was a se party at the Vice-regal

Lodge, including, t idy named, Colonel,

Mrs., and the Missé Stewart Bruce, Miss

Montague, Mr. Webt bain and Mrs. Scott.

In the year 182

brought forward i

long been a fave

rancis Leveson Gower,

measure, which has

: ¢ the pacification of

Ireland,—-a propositi ering the Roman Catho-

lic Church stipendi ‘State. Lord Leveson

Gower proposed that the Roman Catholic clergy should

be paid out of the consolidated fund, on the following

scale :—four Archbishops at 1,500/ per annum, each ;

twenty-two Bishops at 1,000/2 per annum, each ; three

hundred Deans, at 300/. per annum, each ; two hun-

dred Parish Priests, at 200/. per annum, each ; eight

hundred and cight Priests, at 1502, and one thousand

Clergymen at 602. each.

The proposition was gratifying to the party for

whose benef it was proposed, so far as it was an indi-

cation of altered feelings towards an order of men,
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who, till the arrival of the Marquess Wellesley at Dub-

lin Castle, had been treated with stern contempt by the

executive government; but it was inadmissible on

several grounds. It was promptly repudiated, and

will probably never be favourably received.

A state provision for a Church, implies a certain

degree of ministerial influence, if not controul, over

its clergy. Such a provision involving, to some extent,

the surrender of independence, would pretty cer-

tainly weaken the confidence of the Roman Catholic

laity in their priestho it would, at the same

time, be highly dist nembers of the Esta-

blished Church, and ions of Protestant

Dissenters ; who wou ‘ol that it would be

unjust to tax them fc se of maintaining a

system of which they ¢ sly disapproved.

The alliance of te celesiastical power is

liable to very many s. History teems

with illustrations of ts; and both the

records of the apostoli the history of the

primitive Church inform us, that in the purest days of

Christianity, the Churches were independent of secular

patronage. *

Ecclesiastical questions are confessedly the most

embarrassing difficulties in the complicated politics of

Ireland. They are only to be met by a cautious absti-

nence from all interference with the rival sects. Let

the fullest and most perfect toleration be secured,—let

every badge of inferiority be removed,—do not refuse

to concede to the prelates of the Church of the majo-

* Vide the learned treatise on the Primitive Church, vy Sir Peter Kiug,

Lord High Chanccllor of England.
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rity, the episcopal titles which for centuries have been

conceded to them in every part of Europe, Africa, and

Asia ;—above all, in a frank and honourable spirit,

remove every obstacle, or the shadow of an obstacle

to the legal acquisition of the property which may be

voluntarily bequeathed se of the Church,—let

no jealous mortmai’ .9 the circumstances

of the age, interfere nests, but secure to

the clergy by law, th ron of the oblations of

their people, without ad interference with

their ecclesiastical «iss 6 this in the spirit of

good faith, in such € to meet the wishes

of the parties cons 1 will directly in-

terest a powerful 6 eservation of social

order, The KHstablisk of Treland has from a

combination of untoward circumstances, been for ccn-

turies an object of aversion, and too often an engine of

oppression. A cause of strife has been removed by the

discontinuance of church rates and parochial cesses ;

but the Irish Church Question will continue to be the

difficulty of every statesman until all compulsory pay-

ments for its support are abolished.
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CHAPTER XIX.

Lord Wellesley’s Administration, in some measure, necessarily Distaste-

ful to both Parties~The Orangemen displeased at his Interference

with their Ascendency.—The Catholics considered all Changes worth-

lees without Emaneipation.— Retirement of Lord Liverpool.—Lord Wel-

lesley remains in Ireland dusi Administrations of Mr. Canning,

and Lord Goderich.—H ns on the Appointment of

the Duke of Wellingtsx rvations of the two [lustri-

ous Brothers in the Hé Difference of Opinion be-

tween them on the The Marquess Wellesley

urges strongly the Jus £ Emancipation.—Emanci-

pation of the Catholies ix ay,

From the observat.

made, it will have

Wellesley was in a

eh have been already

; that the Marquess

which he could hard-

ly be popular with = two great parties in

Ireland. To the Grangemen;” whose prepossessions

were then in favour of high-handed ascendency, his

administration was distasteful ;—his extensive and

highly beneficial changes in the magistracy, were dis-

pleasing to a number of, the country gentlemen who

had been in the habit of exhibiting party predilections

on the bench;—and the Catholics considered that

nothing was done while their grand objcct—emanci-

pation—remained unaccomplished. .

But we must not estimate the value of the services

of a great Statesman, by the standant of popular

favour, which is proverbially unsteady, or by the crude
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opinions of the hour. We say look at the results of

his administration !—Economy in the public expendi-

ture—a removal of various obnoxious and oppressive

imposts—a remission of the Union duties, which act-

ed prejudicially against the Commerce of Ireland—

an inquiry into the state of Education—the purifica-

tion of the Magistracy—the establishment of Petty

Sessions—the appointment of Assistant Barristers—

a more impartial administration of Justice, in con-

-sequence of the judicious selection of men to fill

the vacancies on the igjal bench—the organiza-

tion of an efficient -the effectual suppres-

sion of Whiteboy*s xtinction of Secret

and Illegal Societic tion of the severity

of the Tithe Law* sion of Public Works,

and the diffusion of ; ;of moderation, kindli-

ness, and public spiri | classes !—These were

some of the fruits o HE.

“When Viceroy’ observes Mr. Henry

Grattan, “he shows¢ fiend of liberty ; but

* The following remarks of Mr. Wakefield will exhibit the working
of the Irish Tithe system, prior to Lord Wellesley’s administration :—

“JT wish for the sake of humanity, and for the honour of the Irish

character, that the gentlemen of that country would take this matter into

their serious consideration. Let them only for a moment place them-

selves in the situation of the halffamished cotter, surrounded by a

wretched family clamorous for food ; and judge what his feelings must

be when he sees the tenth part of the produce of his potatoe garden ex-

posed at harvest time to public cant; or, if he have given a promissory

note for the payment of a certain sum of money to compensate for such

tithe when it becomes duc, to hear the heart-rending eries of his offspring

clinging round him, and lamenting for the milk of which they are de-

prived, by the cows being driven tu the pound, to be sold to discharge

the debt. Such counts are not the ercations of fancy ; the facts do

exist, aud are but too common in Ireland. Were one of them transferred
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he was thwarted by subordinates, assailed by violence,

overwhelmed with abuse, and impeded in the praise-

worthy efforts he made to extend equal rights and

equal protection to all classes of the population of

Ireland. But Lord Wellesley proceeded firmly in his

course ; and to him in a great degree is Ireland in-

debted for the successful opposition to religious bigotry

and intolerance.”

On the retirement of Lord Liverpool in 1827, Mr.

Canning was called on to form an administration, and

Lord Wellesley remajnct d-Lieutenant of Ire-

land *—which offices li the appointment

of His Grace the Duk 1 as Premicr. The

point on which the rothers differed, will

appear from the folls rations made by the

Marquess Wellesley 2 ke of Wellington, in

the House of Lords, of June, 1828, on

ess of Lansdowne’s

‘hat the resolution

which had been oor for their adoption should
to canvas by the hand of genius, and exhibited to English humanity,

that heart must be callous indced that could refuse its sympathy. I

have seen the cow, the tavourite cow, driven away, accompanied by the

sighs, the tears, and the imprecations of a whole family, who were pad-

dling after, through wet and dirt, to tuke their last affectionate farewell
of this their only friend and benefactor, to the pound gate, If have heard

with emotions which I can scarcely describe, deep curses repeated from

village to village as the cavalcade procceded. I have witnessed the group

pass the domain walls of the opulent grazier, whose numerous herds were

cropping the most luxuriant pastures, while he was secure from any de-

mand for the tithe of their food, looking on with the most unfeeling

indifference.”

* The Hon. William Lamb, afterwards Viscount lelbourne, was the

Chief Secretary of Ireland in 1827,
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receive his cordial support. Were he to state the

grounds of his vote, he should occupy hours of the

night, which had already so far advanced. He sup-

ported the claims of the Roman Catholics from solemn

conviction, founded pn Jong and studious attention to

the operation in Ireland of the laws enacted for their

exclusion. The result of his experience was a thorough

impression that those laws did not tend to the se-

curity of the Church and State, as was fondly ima-

gined, but only produced danger to what they had

been designed as = safeguard. It had been his lot

to watch all the b Seystem, and he could

not but consider solitic than it was

unjust. In the dis¢ official duty in Ire-

land, he had the n assistance from the

members of his Maje: ment: he felt at the

time, and he acknow! gratitude, their active

cooperation. He hag pported by the per-

sonal favour of his Novereion ; and yet,
notwithstanding thes his exertions for the

tranquillisation of @ had been too often

counteracted by the dreadful influence of this code.

He was surprised that the present resolution should

be objected to, as it did not pledge their Lordships to

any particular plan, but merely set forth ‘ that it was

expedient to consider the laws affecting the Roman

Catholics, with a view to such final and conciliatory

adjustment as might be conducive to the peace and

strength of the United Kingdom, to the stability of

the Protestant Establishment, and to the general satis-

faction and c~~sord of all classes of his Majesty’s sub-

jects” Now, he would ask any person acquainted
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with the condition of Ireland, whether it was in a state

likely to lead to a conciliatory termination, or cal-

culated to afford the desired stability to the Church,

or to effect the re-establishment of harmony and peace ?

We had had, in the course of this discussion, the de-

clared opinion of the noble and learned Lord on the

woolsack, that the consideration of the subject was

involved in great difficulty ; but still he afforded us no

hope that those difficulties would be removed, and a

remedy for the evil applied. Did the Noble Lord

point out any mode } _boid forth the least

expectation that w: vy way escape from

those difficulties ? and learned Lord

did none of those t difficulties lay in a

code of laws, which, 3 perating as securities

to Church and State,

security was now thet

“The operations

security were the s0i

ich constituted their

sit positive danger—

urgent and imminent, ; nd immediate. Were

they not then to go into ¢ sideration of such a

code of laws? The consideration of it was a positive

duty. What then was to happen if we neglected that

duty? Would it not be in addition a pertinacious

neglect of the recommendation of the House of Com-

mons? Although, however, there had been, what per-

haps might be called, a pertinacious resistance to the

concession of those claims, and although it was not

likely that at that moment their Lordships would con-

cur with the rtsolution of the Commons, he could not

but derive sincere consolation from the temperate tone

in which this discussion had been carried on. It was
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now nearly admitted by their Lordships—it was in

effect admitted by one whom he had the honour of

secing opposite to him, and who was a near relative of

his, that such a state of things as the present could

not long continue ; and his opinion was favourable to

an alteration upon such conditions as might be adopted,

and upon such as he would state. The first point the

advocates of this proposition had gained was the

admission of the danger from the present state of

things. The next was the proposition to receive secu-

rities to guard against fature dangers. His noble

relative would reg 38,, and he should be

among the first tc * possible protection

against danger, and : securitics as would

satisfy the whole bo dajesty’s subjects. He

was far from treatiag ¥ mapt the jealousy with

which some noble Lc ever the safety of the

Protestant interests. at he should have

the presumption to § ; noble and learned

friend who sat near ated only by preju-

dice, or that prejud ave much effect upon

such a mind as his.

“ He had formed his opinion from long and intimate

acquaintance with the constitution of the country : be-

’ tween him and his noble friend, there existed on that

point an honest difference of opinion ; but he should

be sorry to undertake to say that his learned friend

was not more learned on that particular state of the

constitution than any other man from whom, whether

in or out of the House, we required assistance in

matters of legal opinion. He did not, therefore, im-

pute prejudice to that noble and learned Lord, and he
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was the less willing to do so, because he himself when

they came to a closer view of the subject should not

consent to any arrangement without such securities

being provided, as would fully satisfy his Majesty’s

Government and the people at large. He again de-

clared his opinion that the present laws called secu-

rities were positive dangers ; and that the sooner we

parted with them the better for the empire. We were

not, however, driven to the alternative of retaining

them or losing all. We might have other securities ;

and not only that arrang but many others were

equally necessary fos st..of the Catholics as

well as the Protests essential for fully

emancipating the C. y should give secu-

rities that would cos: ial stability on the

whole of the arrangeme ekt be made in their

favour.

As soon as the ¥

seat, his illustrious -

the Premier, rose and s.

“ My Lords, I rise under extreme difficulty to ad-

dress your Lordships on this most important subject.

I feel particular concern at being under the necessity

of following my noble relative, and of stating that I

differ in opinion from him whom I so dearly love, and

for whose opinions I entertain so much respect and de-

ference. I cannot, however, consent to take the view

which he has taken of this subject, but shall proceed to

state my own opinions, hoping that, in the end, the

views of my nable relation and myself will not be

found to differ, in reality, from each other. I wish

as much as my noble relation can do, to see this

dey had taken his

uke of Wellington,
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question brought to an amicable conclusion ; although

I do not see the means of bringing it to that conclusion

by this resolution, I agree with the noble and learned

Earl who has recently addressed your Lordships, that

we ought to see clear and.distinet securities given to

the State before we ‘yote in the affirmative

of this question. ive says that our se-

curity will be four val of the securities

which now exist. ¥ securities which we

now enjoy, and whie ik of time we have en-

joyed, are indispens: safety of Church and

State. I should be he disabilities of the

Roman Catholics reg sefore I can consent

to their removal I 3 ething in their stead

which will effectually “prot ¥ institutions.”

In the following year the Marquess Wellesley had

the satisfaction of seeing his brother accomplish the

important change, the policy of which the noble Mar-

quess had steadily advocated for forty years——The

Catholics were emancipated in 1829,
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CHAPTER XX.

Lord Wellesley appointed Lord Steward of the Household.—His views

on the Reform Bill.— Appointed Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, a.v.

1833.—State of the country.—Agitation of the Reform Bill—Obstruc-

tions to the measures for Reform for Jreland.—Dissatisfaction of the

Country at the Marquess of Anglesey’ s Government.—Evil effects of

the failure of the first Refi ment in Ireland —Sir John

Cam Hobhouse appointed is Resignation, and Ap-

pointment of Mr, Littles ).—The Coercion Bill.

Administered by Lord ¥% and discretion.—Dis-

cussions in the Houses o Mr. O’Connell and Mr.

Littleton, relative to a y ton—-Earl Grey’s Resigna-

tion.—Extract from a Dis y of Lord Wellesley’s views

respecting the Governmerti Pribute of Earl Grey, Lord

Melbourne, and Sir Robert rdship’s Genius,—Earl of

Mulgrave the new Vi Vellesley appointed Lord

Chamberlain.—Resigna tpon that event.—Retires

from Public Life,

On the formation of srey’s Ministry in 1830,

the Marquess Wellesley was appointed Lord Steward

of the Household; but his Lordship took no promi-

nent part in the discussions on the Reform Bill. The

views of the noble Marquess on this important ques-

tion had been essentially modified by lengthened ex-

perience of political affairs, and a careful examination

of the merits of the question in its relation to the exigen-

cies of the times; and, though in 1793 he had opposed

Mr. Grey’s motion for Parliamentary Reform, he concur-

red in the great question that signalised the reign

of William the Fourth.

VOL. Il. DD
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In 1833, the Marquess Wellesley resumed the go-

vernment of Ireland.* He found the country in a

state of high excitement. The French and Belgian

revolutions had given a shock to every part of the

United Kingdom; in Ireland the agitation created

by the Reform Bill had not subsided, and it was

aggravated by agrarian disturbances, originating in

the poverty and destitution of the peasantry, and

the grievous extortions of tithe proctors. The

Reform party in Ireland were indignant at the

obstructions offered to beis, claims in the House of

Lords, and the ad ( the government of

Treland by the M esey and Mr. Stan-

ley, had created ge: é. Individuals who

did not possess the ¢ the country, and who,

indeed, were not gener ‘ters of the Ministers

in office, were advay of dignity and trust,

* The following comp:

tration :—

ving Earl Grey’s Adminis-

Earl Grey : Higrd “af the Treasury.

Marquess Lansdowne . oid President.

Lord Brougham . : . Lord Chancellor.

Viscount Althorp =. - Chancellor of the Exchequer.

Viscount Palmerston . . Foreign Seeretary.

Viscount Goderich . - Colonial Secretary.

Lord Auckland . . . President of the Board of Trade, &c.

Sir James Graham. . First Lord of the Admiralty.

Lord Holland. . . Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster.

Right Hon, Charles Grant . President of the India Board.

Earl of Carlisle . : . No office.

The following composed the Irish Administration. ”

Marquess Wellesley . . Lord-Lieutenant.

Lord Plunkett . : . Lord Chancellor.

Lieut.-Gen.Sir R.H.Vyvian Commander of the Forces.

Rt. Hon, Franc Blackburn Attorney-General.

Philip Crampton, Esq. - Solicitor-General.
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while those who did enjoy it, were treated with disdain.

The disappointments of the country at the fruits of

the first liberal government after the accomplish-

ment of the Catholic Relief Bill and the Reform Act,

were productive of incalculable mischief.

Sir John Cam Hobhouse was appointed as the Chief

Secretary to Lord Wellesley’s Government; but, hav-

ing from personal motives resigned his seat in the

House of Commons for the city of Westminster, he

was succeeded by Mr. Littleton (now Viscount Hath-

erton)—whose lady, as it has been already stated, was

Lord Wellesley’s daugi jr, Littleton’s appoint-

ment was very favew a Ireland; he had

been nominated as ouse of Commons,

at the beginning of 2 Gpposition to Mr.

Manners Sutton, by ; and O’Connell.

The Government we ion that the cireum-

stances of Ireland de ‘dinary measures ;

and, after a fierce co use of Commons,

Mr. Stanley succeeds # through the cele-

brated Coercion Bill.

On entering upon his duties as Lord-Lieutenant of

Ireland, the Marquess Wellesley, therefore, found him-

self called upon to administer the provisions of that

stringent enactment. It was generally admitted that

he administered it with firmness, yet with clemency

and sound discretion. His Lordship exerted all his

influence to suppress the agitation to which he

ascribed the general spirit of outrage that was pre-

valent; but, irf the following session, he recommended

great modifications in the law directed against these

disturbances.

pod
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On the 1st of July, 1834, Earl Grey proposed in

the House of Lords the renewal of the Coercion Bill,

omitting the court-martial clauses. On the 3rd, Mr.

O’Connell brought the question before the House of

Commons; and accused Ministers of a breach of faith,

declaring that Mr. Littleton, the Irish Secretary, had

confidentially communicated to him that the ob-

noxious clauses would not be brought forward; as the

Lord-Lieutenant had intimated that the enactments

against public meetings were no longer necessary.

When Mr. O’Connell found he obnexious clauses in the

bill he considered th ations of secrecy were no

longer binding, an: : Linistry for having

practised a deceptici appeared from the

statements of both 7 the 20th of June,

1834, Mr, Littleton ir. O’Connell and in-

formed him that he h able communication to

make to him, but he li that passed should

be considered to b ‘al of entire secrecy

and confidence. . He ed to Mr. O’Connell

his regret at that g etters to the electors

of Wexford, told him that though it was intended to

renew the Coercion Bill under certain limitations,

these limitations were not decided on, but would

probably be fixed by a certain day; that he had him-

self the strongest aversion to the part of that bill

which regarded public meetings, and did not think it

likely that these clauses would be retained; and declar-

ed that he would furnish him with the earliest intelli-

gence of what was intended to be done; that Lord Wel-

lesley and himself were against the renewal of the bill

of last year; that only a short measure for repressing
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agrarian disturbances would be brought in, and that

if the Coercion Bill were to be proposed, it should not

be proposed by him. This was the substance of Mr.

Littleton’s communication.

A great deal of angry dispute relative to this

transaction took place in the House of Commons; it

will be enough for us to say that it appeared that the

Marquess Wellesley had written to Earl Grey, stating

as the result of mature consideration, that the clauses

against public meetings might safely be dispensed

with, and that Mr pposing that Earl

Grey would be gui d-Lieutenant’s re-
commendation, wa opt the extraor-

dinary course of af « decision of the

Cabinet. Earl Grey was of opinion that

the stringent clas be retained in the

bill, and the major’ leagues supported

him.

In consequence 6 easant discussions,

Mr. Littleton tendered: jation, which was not

accepted; and the venerable Earl Grey resolved to

retire from public life. On the 9th of July, 18384,

Earl Grey stated the causes which had led to his resig-

nation, and detailed the substance of the correspondence

between his Lordship and the Lord-Lieutenant,— whom

he described as ‘‘ that illustrious person of whom he

could not speak too highly,”—on the subject of the

Coercion Bill.

Lord Wellesley’s plans, for the pacification of Ire-

land, were suddenly interrupted by the unexpected

dismissal of the Whig Government, in 1834, by King

William the Fourth. The following extract from one
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of Lord Wellesley’s dispatches to the Ministry will,

however, show how wise, comprehensive, and liberal

those plans were :—

“T think it would be advisable,” says his Excel-

lency, “‘ to open three seats on the judicial bench, and

to take one of the judges from the Roman Catholic

bar. This would give the greatest satisfaction to the

whole Roman Catholic body. Your Lordship, I am

convinced, will concur with me in opinion that the

Roman Catholics of Ireland have never yet been ad-

mitted to the full benefit.efthe laws passed for their

relief. Entitled, by:& i

office in the state, 4]

tically excluded fro

executive administra

few admitted into the

or into the police, ox

admission, without a;

tribution of official impossible to sup-

pose that a whole nati se confidence, or act

cordially, with a Government, when so large a portion

of the people are practically excluded from all share

in the higher offices of the state, while their right to

admission is established by law. I therefore conceive

that one of the first steps towards the pacification of

Ireland should be the correction of this defect; and

for this purpose I submit to your Lordship’s judg:

ment that it is expedient to admit a certain propor-

tion of Roman Catholics into the Privy Council, to the

bench, to the higher stations of the law, to other

efficient civil offices, and to increase their numbers in

the police, and in other establishments. This system

ind are still, prac-

very branch of the

Government. The

assistant-barristers,

_miark the right to

any equitable dis-
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should be commenced at the same time with the new

legal appointments, which would form a main part of

it. I would also appoint some Roman Catholics of

distinction to the Privy Council. This would be a

commencement which I can venture to assure your

Lordship would be safe and most satisfactory to the

whole Roman Catholic body of Ireland.” *

Lord Brougham informs us,f that the resolution

which brought the Peel ministry to a close—“ that it

is the opinion of this House, that no measure upon the

subject of tithes in h a lead to a satisfactory

and final adjustmen hot embody the prin-

ciple contained in th tation,” —(viz. that

any surpluses of ti of the Irish Church

Establishment, not re 16 spiritual care of its

members, be applied eral education of all

classes of the peop! ious distinction )—

was drawn up by t) Hesley’s hand.

On the return of Hee, in April, 1835,

Lord Wellesley did ne « Government of Ire-

land. His Lordship accepted the office of Lord Cham--

berlain; but resigned it in the following month.

Into the details of these transactions, or into an

examination of the private conduct of the several

actors in them, we are restrained, by various obvious

considerations, from entering. It is sufficient at pre-

sent to state that the head of the Government,

Viscount Melbourne, in a dispatch dated at the end

_of August, 1834, declared that the solving of the

* This important paper has been made public by Lord Brougham in

his Biographical Sketches ; Reign of George ILI.

t+ Ibid. Third series, page 317.
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problem of Irish government was a task every way

worthy of Lord Wellesley’s powerful and comprehen-

sive understanding; adding, “ You will not suspect

me of flattery, when I say, that in my conscience, I

believe there is no man alive more equal to such a

work, and more capable of effecting it, than your

Excellency.”

During the discussions on the correspondence be-

tween Earl Grey and the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland,

Sir Robert Peel spoke of Lord Wellesley in terms

of the utmost respect, zim as one “so cele-

brated for his deci —The heads of

the three several G existed in the

year 1834, thus offeri: tutes to his Lord-

ship’s genius.

The resignation by

office of Lord Charaly

House of Lords by

youred to convert thé

Government of the Hark: sale

The Marquess Wellesley said, it was not his inten-
tion to enter on the subject which had given rise to
the discussion, however important it might be consi-

dered, and however anxious he might be to express

his disapprobation of party proceedings, and still less

was it his wish to call the attention of their Lord-

ships to that unfortunate subject—the resignation of

the office which he lately held. But this latter point

having been alluded to by his noble friend opposite

(if he might be allowed to call him so), this much he

must say in connection of what his noble friend

ss Wellesley, of the

rought before the

toden, who endea-

, censure upon the

* Now Marquess of Normanby.
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stated,—namely, “that his resignation was founded

on intelligence which he had received from Ireland,

relative to the entrance of Lord Mulgrave,” that he

was totally ignorant of the whole of the circumstances

at the time when his resignation took place. He had,

at the time, no knowledge of the matter whatever;

and therefore he humbly requested, whatever opinion

their Lordships might please to form on that event,

to which some persons attached so much importance,

but to which he attsched none, that their Lordships

would not be led away Bposition that it was

connected with any -oecurred on the

oceasion of the noble into Dublin.

Marquess of Londs: x observed that he

did not consider the é yi satisfactory to the

House or to the counter,

The Marquess W:

peat that my resigna:

procession which accom noble Earl now at

the head of the Government of Treiand. I must also

again declare that I was ignorant of the circum-

stances attending it when I resigned. The noble

Marquess opposite seems to entertain notions with re-

spect to my reading, in which he is exceedingly inac-

curate: it is not so extensive as to make me master of

every sort of vague report that is spread abroad. I

shall add one werd more. Ido not feel called upon

—-I should not feel justified in entering, in this House,

upon an explanation of the causes of my resigning

the office of Lord Chamberlain. If your Lordships

are of opinion that I should enter on that explanation,

let me be called upon in a distinct and regular man-

iand said, “I re-

g to do with the
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ner; or, if you choose, institute an inquiry into the

subject if you think it sufficiently grave; but without

that, I shall not think that I am required to give an

explanation, nor shall I give it. I shall reserve my

opinions on all public questions as an independent

man, as I am not now engaged in any office, nor in

any connection which can in the very slightest degree

fetter the ,expression of my opinion on public affairs.

That opinion will be formed as my reason suggests,

and delivered as my pleasure may dictate; for it is

not my duty as an o

my task to come dow

that noble Lords n

ion on public matte

ence, industry, delit

rity. Further I will

in answering the qu

I will not state th

I am called on ts x Lordships — till

I am compelled by ot this kind, or by

your instituting an inquiry which shall render my

doing so absolutely necessary. I shall then, and not

till then, think fit to reply to those questions. I will

not make any disclosures not called for in a regular

manner.”

Lord Wicklow asked as a particular favour that the

noble Marquess would let him clearly understand

whether he meant to say that the reason for his resig-

nation was not in any way connected with the ap-

pointment which had taken place in Ireland.

The Marquess Wellesley did not feel himself at all

required to answer that question.

wer any questions

tome. My opin-

vaed with independ-

fT trust, with integ-

; the present moment

noble Lord opposite.

y resignation till
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The long and eventful public life of this great man

here draws to a close. He retired full of honours and

of years,* to spend the evening of his days in the

enjoyment of the society of a numerous circle of

friends and in those classical studies and elegant

pursuits, which, at all periods ef his life, had been his

solace and delight,—conscious that his actions would

live in the page of history, and that when he was laid

beneath the clods ot.

be gratefully remem

* Lord Wellesley wa. eventy-fifth year.
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CHAPTER XXI.

Poems.—Latin Dedication to Lord Brougham.—Verses addressed by the

Provost of Eton to Lord Wellesley—His Lordship’s Answer,—The

Weeping Willow.—Lines on Eton. Inscription on the Tomb of Miss

Brougham, Latin and English.—On the Civie Statue to the Duke of

Wellington, Latin and English-—The Ruins of Jerusalem.—On the

Princess Augusta’s Burial——Sinai—To the Genius of the Place —

Latin Verses on an exquisite Sout Sic Francis Chantrey.—

Parthenopeous,

slume of Poems,

ni the eighty-first

uibit an astonishing

staal strength. The

dication of ‘“ The

THE following selec

printed for private

year of Lord Wellesie

degree of freshness a:

following is a copy.

Primitie et Relig

Henrico Hronahe

Qul, nostre statis Decus ac Lumen, non linguam modo acuit

exercitatione dicendi, sed et ipsam eloquentiam locupletavit gra-

viorum artium instrumento; ornatus uberrimis artibus, omni

laude cumulatus Orator ; omnium rerum magnarum atque artium

scientiam consecutus ; cujus ex rerum cognitione efflorescit et re-

dundat oratio ; Qui et humilia subtiliter, et magna graviter, et

mediocria temperata potest dicere ; Qui Docet, Delectat, Movet.
Amico Suo Dilectissimo*

Has Primitias Juvenis, et Reliquias Senis

D.D. D. WELLESLEY,
Feb. 25th 1840.

* The affection which Lord Wellesley entertained for Lord Brougham

was fully reciprocated by that noble Lord ; who dedicated in most ap-

propriate terms e¢ volumes containing his Collected Speeches, to the

Marquess Wellesley.
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The following verses were addressed by Doctor Hodgson,

Provost of Eton College, to Lord Wellesley in the year 1840.*

Now quia Nobilitas decorat te clara, Velesle,

Non quia te dites gaudent Orientis arene

Commemorare virum belloque et pace potentem,

(Quanquam illos etiam grati miramur honores)

Sed quia dilectum Musis te Mater Etona

Cernit adhuc, cithardque Senem revocare Juventam,

Qua Chaldxa salix Thamesinas pendet in undas—

Hac in parte magis tibi leta et fausta precamur

Omnia, et his olix: syiv haustam

Castaliee veracis a i

Imbuere optamus,

Contiguos latices, v

Hee ergo accipimu

Dona pie, capitisque

Inter Etonenses hée: iné

Bibliotheca suas ubi

Et doctis comiten ACLs,

Etone, 1840.

TO WHICH LORD WELLESLEY REPLIED :

AFFuisit mihi supreme meta ultima Fame :

Jam mihi cum Lauro juncta Cupressus erit :

Mater amata, meam que fovit Etona juventam,

Ipsa recedentem signat honore Senem.

* Doctor Goodall, late Provost of Eton, and the Fellows of that Col-

lege having desired to confer on Lord Wellesley the distinguished honour

of placing his bust in the library of the College, it could not be prepared

until after the lamented death of that learned and most excellent person-

age. It was sent ta Dr. Hodgson, the present Provost, who received it

with the utmost politeness, and with all honour and respect. On this

oecasion, the Provost, Dr. Hodgson, was pleased to address the above

elegant and highly flattering verses to Lord Wellesley. (Wote by Lord W.)
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TRANSLATED BY LORD WELLESLEY.

On my last steps Fame sheds her purest rays,

And wreaths with Bays the Cypress and the Yew ;

Eton, blest guardian of my youthful days,

Greets my retiring age with honours new.

THE WEEPING WILLOW OF BABYLON.

Sacra, suosque Tibi eommendat Troja Penates,

Hos cape Faro: = Viremius.

pondere terram !

petuum Ver!

arentis

Dii Majorur

Spirantesque ef

Qui Preeceptar

Esse loco. JUVENALIS.

us type of Grief

er Thames’s tide,

els Chief,

sroned in pride,

DIsHEVELLED, mow?

That seem’st i

And still to rue i

High on Thy }

Beheld upon Thy ¥

The Harps unstragg 6) 5

When heart, and voice, and orisons, and vows

Refused the haughty Victor’s stern command

To move great Sion’s festal lay sublime,

To mingle heavenly strains of joy with tears,

To sing the Lord’s song in a stranger’s clime,

And chaunt the holy hymn to heathen ears.

Down by Euphrates’ side They sat and wept

Tn sorrow mute, but not to memory dead ;

Oh Sion !—voice and harp in stillness slept,

But the pure, mindful tear for Thee was shed :

To Thee, beloved Sion ! vain were given

Blessing, and Honour, Wealth and Power—in vain

The glorious present Majesty of Heaven

Irradiated Thy chosen holy Fane !
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Fallen from Thy Cod, the heathen’s barbarous hand

Despoils thy Temple, and thine Altar stains,

Reft of Her Children mourns the Parent Land,

And in Her dwellings death-like silence reigns.

Rise sacred Tree! a monument to tell

How Vanity and Folly lead to Woe ;

Under what wrath unfaithful Israel fell,

What mighty arm laid Babel’s triumphs low.

Rise sacred Tree | on Thames’s gorgeous shore,

To warn the People, and to guard the Throne ;

Teach them their pure religi

And foreign Fait

Teach them that th

With Virtue, Lib

And honest Zeal, ax

The Throne and

The lofty glories of th

The stream of indy

The Majesty of Bm

God's Blessing or

Me, when Thy shad

Invite to soothe the

May Memory bring to "Me sy Tohg- past hours

To calm my soul, and troubled thoughts assuage !

Come parent Eton! turn the stream of time

Back to Thy sacred fountain crowned with bays !

Recall my brightest, sweetest days of Prime !

When all was hope and triumph, joy and praise.

Guided by Thee I raised my youthful sight

To the steep solid heights of lasting fame,

And hailed the beams of clear ethereal light

That brighten round the Greek and Roman name.

Oh Blest Instruction! friend to generous youth !

Source of all good! you taught me to intwine

The Muse’s laurel with eternal truth,

And wake Her lyre to strains of Faith Divine.

ad Pomps disown !

ble race,
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Firm, incorrupt, as in life’s dawning morn,

Nor swayed by novelty nor public breath,

Teach me false censure and false fame to scorn,

And guide my steps through honor’s paths to death.

And Thou Time-honoured fabric stand! a Tower

Impreenable! a bulwark of the state !

Untouched by visionary Folly’s Power,

Above the Vain, and Ignorant, and Great !

The Mighty Race with cultured minds adorn,

And Piety and Faith ; congenial Pair !

And spread Thy gifts through Ages yet unborn,

Thy Country’s Pride, and Heaven’s parental Care.

INSCRIPTION ON TH MISS BROUGHAM,

THE ONLY DAUGHTEE i LADY BROUGHAM,

WHO DIED 2G TTEEN, *

xercita morbo

wtue Patris,

has,

Buanpa Anima €

Inter Maternas

Quas risu lenire Tx 2

Et levis, et proprii vix memor Ipsa mali:

I pete celestes ubi nulla est cura recessus !

Et Tibi sit nullo mista dolore Quies !

Doomed to long suffering from your earliest years,

Amidst your Parents’ grief and pain alone

Cheerful and gay, you smiled to soothe their tears ;

And in their agonies forgot your own ;

Go, Gentle Spirit! and among The Blest

-From Grief and Pain eternal be Thy Rest!

* Her life was a continual illness ; but her sufferings were alleviated by

an amiable, cheerful, lively, and gay temper of mind, which was a con-

stant source of consolation to herself, and to her afflicted parents and

family. (Note by Lord Wellesley.)
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ON THE CIVIC STATUE OF THE DUKE OF

WELLINGTON,

ERECTED BY THE CITIZENS OF LONDON.

(Oct. 1841, stat. 81.)

Conservata tuis Asia atque Europa triumphis

Invictum bello Te coluere Ducem,

Nune umbrata geris Civili tempora Querci,

Ut desit fame gloria nulla Tue.

Europe and Asia, saved by Thee, proclaim

Invincible in war thy SAME 5

x we twine,

@

THE RUIN SALEM,

IMMEDIATELY APTSB: SPH OF TITUS.

(Translated 3 t, 81.)

Anone the sands, ai sert caves,

At Sion’s feet, wt s her tears,

Beneath the rock-hew wueng graves,

The faded form of Solyma appears.

No more the fragrant clouds of incense round

The towers and spires of God’s high temple roll ;

No more the festal horn, nor altar’s sound,

Of choral voice sublime uplift the soul ;

No solemn step nor songs thanksgiving raise ;

No hand awakes the Hebrew lyre divine ;

No crowded worship fills God’s courts with praise,

No more His presence hallows Sion’s shrine.

Even Israel exiled wanders ; doom’d to roam,

Scatter’d, dissociated, o’er land and main,

Of man and God rejected, without home,

Never these native dwellings to regain |

VOL, If. EE
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The Pagan haunts Idume’s palmy shore,

And Moriah’s hills, and Liban’s cedarn shade,

And treads, alas! the Sanctuary’s floor,

Holy of Holies by God’s presence made !

Bereft of Israel Solyma! in sight

Of God ye stood, with grace and glory crown’d,

Till, lost in pride, ye spurn’d Heaven’s proffer’d light,

And stain’d with blood divine your sacred ground.

ON THE PRINOE UGUSTA’S BURIAL

FAOSOR CASTLE.

OvEn, ye last ab

Open your co:

Receive in peace,

A spotless he

Within these tow.

ad heavenly grace

ted breast !

zis ancient shade,

To truth and a8

Come to her tomb iv high-born !

LEX DIVINA IN MONTE SINAI PROMULGATA,

(Translated March 10th, 1841, eetat. 81.)

Prosrrate in solemn prayer as Israel waits

At Sinai’s feet God’s presence to declare

His everlasting Law ;—Night bursts heaven’s gates,

And in id-day spreads darkness through the air ;
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Red lightning’s fires break from the gloom of night,

And awful thunders o’er the rocks resound ;

The mountain quakes, and burns, and on each height

Rise smoke and glaring flame from all the ground.

Now the high strains of the great trumpet blow,

(As all shall hear on judgment’s final day,)

Loud and more loud the long-drawn notes still grow,

The assembled people tremble with dismay.

On Sinai’s top God comes in fire and flames ;

The heavens and earth are silent—from a cloud,

In accents plain, majestic, clear, and loud,

The Father’s voice His Law divine proclaims.

With such stupendous signs in earth and heaven,

From God himself th ‘1

With equal faith, an we,

May He incline our aaw |

TO THE GEN HE PLACE.

Ordinet A » Ov.

Gents and guardian «

Guest of the Dryad Nery van Fauns !

Present, with watchiul eyes, and noiseless feet,
On hill, in dale, by stream, through woods and lawns!

Now catching the soft whispers of the breeze,

Now listening to the murmur of the stream,

Whose glassy wave, winding through flowers and trees,

Reflects the parting sun’s last transient gleam ;

Say ! where the oak shall tower above the glade,

And fir, and pine, and elm, and beech combine

With willow and silver’d birch to form a shade,

When the fierce glare of summer's suns shall shine?

Say ! for within your destined haunts and bowers,

By day, by night, you keep strict watch, and know

The kindred soil, the genial season’s powers

To cheer the plants, and teach the flowers to blow ;

RE2
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The dews and vapours of the nightly air

From the young tender buds you brush away,

And nurse the growing saplings, and prepare

Umbrageous shelter for a future day.

Favourd by thee, these woodland scenes shall blend

The leaves of glory with the wreath of love ;

New life the earth shall feel, and far extend

New living beauties o’er each teeming grove.

Her fragrant brow with vernal roses crown’d,

Flora in votive song thy power adores ;

And, for each flower, that scents the meads around,

‘Thy kindly aid and guardian care implores.

Come, then ! attired in Nak

Come! with purg

Unfavour’d by thé

All toil is hopel

e siaple grace !

xaost in thy train !

The celebrated seul;

joined in the diversion cf

woodcocks, which he s¢

Harl of Leicester. Thi

Lord Wellesley wrote ¢

{at the first shot killed two

‘bie, and presented to the

sject. of several verses.—

PRAXITELES sum pts

Venatorque novus’ pe

Acris at illa acies ubi primum n intenderet arcum,
En ! trajecit aves una sagitta duas !

“ Parce meis, ne sint vacue” Latonia “ sylvis ”

Increpat “et proprid siste sub arte manum :”

Tle, Dee monitu atque animosior arte resumpta,

“ Diva,” ait, “hee culpa sit tibi peena mex,

“ Ponam inter medios, sacrata umbracula, saltus

“Siona quibus vere restituentur aves ;

“ Vers in morte tamen, quales jacuere sub alta

“Tlice, jamque anima deficiente pares ;

“ Aspice languentes deflexo in marmore pennas !

“ Aspice! que plumis gratia morte manet !

« Has Tu, Diva, tuas ne dedignare sub aras

“ Accipere, hac poen stent monumenta mex.
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“ Sic Tibi letifico resonet, clamore Cithzron

Taygeta et variis sint Tibi plena feris ;

Sic Tua delubris auro servetur Imago,

Cui vitam, atque animos, et decus Ipse dabo.”

PARTHENOP AUS.

(Oct. 1841, wtat. 81.)

The son of Meleager and the wood-nymph Atalanta. He was

taken to the siege of Thebes before he had reached the age of

manhood, from Arcady, where he had pursued the career of a

hunter, and had greatly distinguished himself for his bravery and

skill in the chase, but had nev aged in any military

pursuit. He was remarks iy and agility of his

person, and for his cou:

spoken by him on his dep

ceived them orally from

and now write them down fr

know the author: he had 1

(Randolph, afterwards Bis

been Censor at Christchu

in the Censor’s book, wit

time when Lewis (of the

Church. The general teno

dy for Thebes. I re-

i Christchurch, Oxford,

Lord Grenville did not

orally from his tutor

ad London), who had

that the verses were

lke author, about the

a student of Christ

1g so spirited, that some

repetitions, and other marks of haste or carelessness (incurta fu-

dit) are forgotten.

“ Cyllenes nemora, et Pholoes juga celsa nivalis,

“ Sanctaque Menalio rura adamata Deo,

“ Linquere jam cogor meerens, dum in munia sevi

“ Gradivi, et cedes Parthenopeus agor.

“ Dilecti valeant amnes silveeque Lyczei !

“ Silvarum Preses, Cynthia Diva, vale !

“ Parthenios inter saltus non amplius erro,

“Non repeto Dryadum pascua leta choris.

“ Longiim abeo infelix—-Nemez requiescite monstra !

“ Securus lateat nunc, Erymanthe, lupus,

“ Me vocat hostili resonans clamore Citheron,

“Me fera Labdacide poscit in arma domus.
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“Mater Io! quocunque lates, ubicunque vagaris,

“In seva abripior prelia, Mater ave !

“ Magnum aliquod volvunt Superi—Natumque videbis

“ Non, nisi compositum, Mater amata! rogo.

“ At non degenerem, fortissima Nonacrina !

“ Aut segnem in laudes arguet ulla dies.

“ Quid, mihi si nondum flavent lanugine male ;

“Si nec adhuc justo robore membra vigent ?

“ Ante diem, quocunque vocant bona Numina, tendo,

“Nec Matre indignus, nec Genitore minor.”

TRANSUATER BY LORD WELLESLEY.

Oyllene’s shades,

Hallowed Aread

Sorrowing I leavé

To martial toils, a

Lyczan woods, ax

Farewell! and

No more, Parth:

Or the gay Drv:

Far, far I goo ns rest |

Now sleep ye Wol invndnith’s high breast!

Not to the chase Cithzeron’s echoes call,

But to fell war, and the dire Theban wall.

Dear Parent Nymph ! whatever hill or dell

Delights thy wandering steps, All hail! farewell !

Heaven frowns ; no more thy son shalt thou behold,

Save on his bier, stretched out in death, and cold

But not degenerate ever shalt Thou see

The stream of noble blood, that sprang from thee,

Nor senseless to the touch of honest fame

Nor reckless of the glories of Thy name.

Before my day, before ripe manhood’s prime,

Aspiring Youth outstrips the pace of Time.

Dreadless I go—where fate and fame inspire,

Worthy of shee, and equal to My Sire.

aughter driven.

{ falling floods,

. of the Woods !

y bowers, and grove,

, L rove.
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CHAPTER XXII.

Honourable Conduct of the East India Company.—They vote 20,000/.

to Lord Wellesley.—They circulate his Lordship’s Dispatches, and

place a marble monument to his honour in the India House —Lord

Wellesley’s death.— Funeral.—Burial in the Church of Eton College.

—Observations on his character.

Notuine could be

duct of the East Ind

servant at the close «

On the 27th of 3

Proprietors of the E

resolution, to the eff

lieve that the Mar

pecuniary difficulties

it to be their duty to ¢ eras further acknow-

ledgment of his distingtished’ services. The resolu-

tion proceeded to state that, on the fall of Seringapa-

tam, the sum of 100,000/. was set apart for the

Marquess Wellesley ;—a grant, which, at his own sug-

gestion, was abandoned to the army. It was after-

wards determined to vote him an annuity of 50002.

which had ever since been paid; but the Court of

Proprietors believed that the noble Marquess derived

but little benefit from the grant; and under these

circumstances, it was resolved that the sum of 20,0002.

should be placed in the hands of the Chairman, the

Deputy-Chairman, and two other persons, as trustees,

‘ble than the con-

ards their honoured

1837, the Court of

Cempany came to a

y bad reason to be-

; was involved in

“efore, they deemed
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to be applied for the use and benefit of the Marquess

Wellesley, in such a manner as they may think fit.

The grant was accepted by his Lordship, and acknow-

ledged, in an appropriate letter addressed to the

chairman.

Soon after, the Honourable Company gave another

proof of their estimation of Lord Wellesley’s services,

by ordering a large number of copies of his Lordship’s

dispatches to be distributed in the three presidencies.

‘“‘To the eventful period of your Lordship’s Govern-

ment, the Court look bagkawith feclings common to

their countrymen; aii hat the minds of their

servants should be ‘ instruction to be

derived from the ac perience of eminent

statesmen, they felt diffuse widely the
means of consulting folding the principles

upon which the supr $yitain, In India, was

successfully manife ged, under a com-

bination of circumst xest degree critical

and difficult.”

Another triumph ye he aged statesman.

On the 17th of March, 1841, the East India Com-

pany intimated to Lord Wellesley their desire to place

a marble statue to his honour, in the India House, as—

A PUBLIC, CONSPICUOUS, AND PERMANENT MARK OF

THE ADMIRATION AND GRATITUDE OF THE EAST

INDIA COMPANY.*

The following letter, in reply to the communication

from the Chairman and Deputy, of the 17th of March,

* Vide the proceedings of the Honourable Court in the Appendix to

this volume.
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1841, is the last production, of a public nature, from

Lord Wellesley’s pen.

“ Kingston House, 18th March, 1841.

“GENTLEMEN,

“So high is my estimation of the transcendent

honour conferred on me by the unanimous resolution

of the whole Body of the East India Company, that

my first emotion was, to offer up my thankful acknow-

ledgments to the Almighty power which has preserved

my life beyond the ordinary limits of human nature,

to receive a distinction,.f.which history affords so

few, if any, examp wears have elapsed

since this great ai y conferred on me

a signal mark, not ¢ ur, but of generous

and affectionate cons fhe wisdom of that

great body does not d Tue of public services

to be diminished by | ime; it is for weak,

low, and frivolous 1% themselves of any

great action, to tak w of public merit.

True wisdom will ¢ as the best test of

public services, and wi its rewards accord-

ingly. J, therefore, consider the former act of the Last

India Company as greatly enhanced in value by the

deliberation which preceded it. The present con-

summation of their justice and wisdom is marked by

the same spirit of deliberation, reflecting equal honour

on those who confer, and on him who receives, this

high and glorious reward. At my advanced age,

when my public career must be so near its close, it

would be vain to offer any other return of gratitude,

than the cordial acknowledgments of my deep sense

of the magnitude and value of this unparalleled re-
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ward. May my example of success, and of ultimate

reward, encourage and inspire all the servants of the

East India Company to manifest similar zeal and de-

votion in the service of the Company, and of the

British Empire in the East, and may their continued

efforts preserve and improve to the end of time, the

interests of that great charge, so long entrusted to

my hands!

“Your congratulations on this occasion are pecu-

liarly interesting to me.

“ The high characte

Chairman, and the Ji

in the estimation sf

of London, must ev

of the highest val

British Empire. But

his own person,

instance of the tr

my system of adm

India.

He was educated under my eye, in the college of

Fort William, founded by my hands, and conducted

under my constant and close superintendence; he was

employed for a considerable period of time in the

Governor-General’s office; an establishment intended

for the express purpose of qualifying the civil ser-

vants of the Company for the highest offices in the

State, by rendering them daily conversant with the

whole system and detail of the office of the Governor-

General. Thus instructed, he attained most justly a

seat in the council; and he held occasionally, at the

Presidency, the office of Governor-Generai, with such

faMr. Lyall, the Deputy-

ace which he holds

his fellow citizens

favourable testimony

ublic Servant of the

man, Mr. Bayley, in

trongest practical

ts and results of

che Government of
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distinction, that, on his return to England, he was

elected into the Direction, and now most worthily

fills the high station of Chairman of the East India

Company. To receive such a reward from such a

hand, at once enhances its value, and confirms its

justice. Mr. Bayley, I trust, will excuse this tribute

to his character; which my duty of gratitude to the

East India Company requires from me on this great

and solemn occasion, in returning which, I cannot

use any terms which will convey my sentiments more

correctly than those which... employed on a similar

occasion, in returning ‘3. to the inhabitants

of Calcutta, on the 1804, at the close

of the war with th vhieftains. ‘ The

just object of public® not to adorn a fa-

voured character, or lividual reputation,

nor to transmit an este with lustre to pos-

terity; but to comm lic services, and to

perpetuate public pri conscious sense of

the motives, objects my endeavours to

serve my country in th station, inspires me

with an unfeigned solicitude, that the principles which

I revere should be preserved for the security of the

interests now intrusted to my charge, and destined

hereafter to engage my lasting and affectionate at-

tachment.’

“* May, then, the memorial by which yon are pleased

to distinguish my services, remind you of the source

from which they proceeded, and of the ends to which

they were directed; and confirm the principles of

public virtue, the maxims of public order, and a due

respect for just and honest government. I have the
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honour to be, with the greatest respect, Gentlemen,

your most faithful servant, WELLESLEY.”

“To W. B. Bayley, Esq. Chairman, and

George Lyall, Esq. Deputy-Chairman of the

East India Company.”

The Marquess Wellesley dicd at his residence King-

ston House, Brompton, on the morning of Monday,

26th September, 1842, in the eighty-third year of

his age.

According to. the desire expressed by the Mar-

quess Wellesley, in his witktthat his remains should

be deposited withiz f the ancient semi-

nary where he had® arly education, the

funeral took place of Eton College.

The coffin which wa th rich crimson vel-

vet, brilliantly orname emblazoned with the

banner and armorial! ‘he late Marquess,

bore the following ma brass plate.—

“Richard Colley Well s Wellesley, Knight

of the Most Honourable the Garter, &c., died

26th September, 1842, in the eighty-third year of his
age.” The pall was supported by Lord Burghley,

Lord Belgrave, Lord Henley, Lord Darnley, Lord

Dunkellin, and Lord Cecil. The Earl of Mornington

followed as chief mourner, supported on the right by

Alfred Montgomery, Esq., private secretary to the

late noble Marquess, and on the left, by the Right

Honourable R. R. Blake. The other mourners were

his Grace the Duke of Wellington, the Right Honour-

able Lord Cowley, Lord Hatherton, the Marquess of

Douro, the Honourable and Rev. Gerald Valerian

Wellesley, Charles Culling Smith, Esz., the Rev.
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Henry Wellesley, the Hon. Gerald Wellesley, R. Wel-

lesley, Esq., John Thornton Down, Esq., the late

peer’s confidential agent and executor, E. J. Smith,

Esq., Surgeon, William Stephens, Esq., R. Montgomery

Martin, Esq., Fortescue Bate, Esq., and some other

intimate friends and dependents of the deceased.

Upon the body entering the ante-chapel it was met

by a numerous choir singing, ‘I am the resurrection

and the life.’ The musical service was Dr. Croft’s,

with a chant by Purcell.

The coffin upon being

in the centre aisi

placed the corone

relatives of the dece:

in the stall appropria

The whole of the

and seven hundred--~

and taken their plac

the college authoritic

and by whom the chape rly filled.

At the conclusion of lesson, from the fif-

teenth chapter of the first Epistle to the Corinthians,

the body was removed to the vault (in which were

deposited the remains of Dr. Goodall, Provost of Eton

for upwards of thirty years) prepared for its recep-

tion in the ante-chapel.

As soon as the mournful cavalcade had left the

chapel, the whole of the Ktonians, who were present,

proceeded to the grave to take a last farewell of the

remains of the illustrious deceased.

Shortly af 2r the conclusion of this ceremony, the

whole of the .nembers of the Wellesley family, and the

taken into the choir was set

upon which was

i; the illustrious

taking their seats

“near the coffin.

«tween six hundred

eatered the chapel

amerous friends of

admitted by tickets,
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other members and attendants, left the college for

their respective residences in town, proceeding to

Paddington by the Great Western Railway, from

Slough.

As a tribute of respect, to the memory of the late

Marquess, her Majesty commanded that neither the

military, nor the Queen’s private band, should per-

form at the castle during the ceremony. During the

whole of the morning, all the shops near the college,

and the shutters of the private houses, were closed,

and remained so until funeral,

Lord Wellesley w

—a man of the fines

of honour, generosity |

of the most gentle a

during his latter ye

observes, “next to hi

mind as the interco:

society and converse he

His person was smail and symmetrical—his face

remarkable for intellectual beauty,— and his whole

deportment elegant and dignified !—he possessed a fine,

manly, voice, and delivered his sentiments in public

with great perspicuity and effect.

“The excellence of Lord Wellesley’s speeches,” re-

marks Lord Brougham, “has been mentioned. The

taste which he had formed from study of the great

Greek exemplars kept him above all tinsel and vulgar

ornaments, and made him jealously hold fast by the

purity of our language; but it had not taught him

the virtue of conciseness; and he who knew the segs

, a steady friend,

, the highest sense

2 profuseness, and

ate disposition,—

6 knew him well,

¢ so refreshed his

se friends in whose
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sregavov, by heart, and always admitted its unmea-

surable superiority to the second Philippic, and the

Pro Milone, yet formed his own style altogether upon

the Roman model. That style, indeed, was consider-

ably diffuse; and the same want of compression, the

same redundancy of words, accompanied, however, by

substantial though not always needful sense, was

observable, though | observable in his

poetical pieces, which ssessed very high

excellence. It is st ‘the extraordinary

contrast which his 4 dds expressions pre-

sented in this respee: ‘nothing superfluous
or round-a-bout in bis ~nothing dilatory or

feeble in the conce ‘oduced his plans.

He saw his object ai; tatuitive sagacity ;

he saw it in its true 1 dimensions; he,

at one glance, espied ad the shortest path

that led to it; he in an instant took that path, and

reached his end. The only prolixity that he ever fell

into was, in explaining or defending the proceedings

thus concisely and rapidly taken. To this, some

addition was not unnaturally made by the dignity

which the habits of vice-regal state made ‘natural to
him, and the complimentary style which, if a very

little tinctured with Oriental taste, was very much

more the result of a kindly and generous nature.”
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APPENDIX.

Rome’s founder, Leda’s twins, the God of Wine,

By human virtue raised to power divine,

While they witl pious earcs improved mankind,

To various states their proper bounds assign’d,

Commanded war’s destroying rage to cease,

And bless’d their citics with the arts of peace,—~

Complain’d their vir ,

But slight returns

Who erush’d th 1ew'd

And monsters d

Found that the m ‘

Till low in equ y Hes 5

For he who soars to

Oppressive dazz

The arts beneath

An object worthy

Yet Rome to th

ifs could raise

i, shall prove

PUBLIC TRIBUTE

OF

THE HONOURABLE EAST INDIA COMPANY

TO THE

Most Noste THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY, K.G., ure.

17th Marcu, 1841.

Ar a Court of Directors held on the 10th of March,

1841, it was “ Resolved, nemine contradicente, that, re-

ferring to the important services of the Most Noble the

Marquess Wellesley, in establishing and consolidating the

VOL, Il. FF
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British dominion in India upon a basis of security which

it never before possessed, a statue of his Lordship be placed

in the general court-room of this house as a PUBLIC, CON-

spicuous, and PERMANENT MARK of the apmimatron and

GRATITUDE of the East [Npra Company.

“ That this resolution be communicated to the General

Court of Proprietors at the ensuing Quarterly Meeting,

and that they be invited to concur therein.”

The subject was brought forward at the Quarterly

General Court, held at the India House on the 17th of

March, 1841.

The Chairman (Huis

that ‘In submitting i

to add one more

eminent men by whi

unnecessary to occupy

The merits of the TM

they had been very re

were most heartily rec

They needed no pa

East India Company

wort Bayley, Esq.) said,

f the Court a proposal

e distinguished and

adorned, it would be

able portion of time.

siey were well known;

‘sed in that Court, and

fast India Company.

he gratitude of the

irgument or eloquence

to call it into action. years had elapsed since

the close of his Lordsh tion; but the events

by which it was marked were fresh in their recollections, as

though of recent occurrence, and in that of those who had

read his admirable papers. The Marquess Wellesley arrived

in India at a period when the country was surrounded

with peril, when the peace and security of that country

were exposed to the most imminent dangers from within

and from without, when it required the mind of a man of

his great talents to rescue it from danger. It was his

glorious destiny to place the British empire in India in a

position of honour and safety which it had never before

attained. His energetic mind, embracing 1 one compre-

hensive view all the elements of Indian power, enabled him

to combine them for the benefit alike of that country and
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his own. He selected, with unerring and intuitive judg-

ment, the instruments best calculated to carry out his

magnificent plans; while, by the force of that influence

which great minds exercise over their fellow-men, he

imbued them with his own spirit, and directed vast,

distant, and complicated operations, with a degree of

precision scarcely to be looked for in the most ordinary

transactions. ‘he sagacity with which he selected officers

for high trust was not more remarkable than the generous

confidence which he reposed in their exertions, and the

liberality with which he ascribed to them the chief merit of

his own successful measureg,Nor was this liberality con-

fined to those engaged 4 sry and political duties;

it pervaded every br stration, and a kind

of zealous and honowr: d of kindly feeling

toward the natives, was couraged in the civil

service, to the extent w! d, less conspicuously

indeed, but not less assure is military and political

achievements, to the hei British name, and to

the prosperity of Britig esult of his Lord-

ship’s measures was, place the British

empire in India on a ba ment security, to drive

from that country the Burépeandetluence which they had

the most reason to dread, to elevate the British character

in native estimation, and to make the British Government

the paramount dominant power among the states of India.

The wisdom of this policy had been tested by time and

approved by experience. It was now proposed to ratify

that decision by placing the statue of the illustrious

Governor-General of India in that room where his name

and deeds had so often called for praise, and been so often

honourably mentioned. He need scarcely remind the

Court that, independently of the political acts of his

administration, the Marquess Wellesley had many claims

upon their gratitude and respect. Had he governed India

at a time when the course of events had lef. little room for

rFE2
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the display of political wisdom, he would have been re-

membered with honour for the wisdom of his civil ad-

ministration, as the patron of learning and the fostering

friend of institutions calculated to promote the good

government of our Indian empire. Himself a statesman

and a scholar of the highest eminence, he was desirous that

all connected with the government should possess the

advantages of which he made so noble a use. Such was

the man for whose statue a niche in that room was claimed

——the defender of India in a crisis of extraordinary peril

and difficulty; the consolidator of our empire; the promoter

of learning—-in war awd in peace alike distinguished by all

the qualities that cou spect. Brilliant be-

yond comparison as ation, that was his

smallest praise. It 4 of the solid benefits,

of which it was the s Proprietors were now

invited to perform an 1 justice, which he sin-

cerely thought would rable to the East India

Company, as to the dis ject of it. The Hon-

ourable Chairman ¢ oving a resolution,

reciting the resolutic ust of Directors, and

in confirmation of it, res statue of his Lordship

be placed in the gene m of this House, as a

public, conspicuous, and permanent mark of the admiration

and gratitude of the East India Company.”

George Lyall, Esq.—* Gentlemen, I have much pleasure

in rising to second the motion of the honourable Chairman,

to place a statue of the Marquess Wellesley in this

court-room; for certainly, if public services of the most

transcendent importance, performed under circumstances

of almost unparalleled difficulty, and crowned with the most

brilliant and complete success, entitle a statesman to the

gratitude and admiration of his country, Lord Wellesley

has unquestionably established the strongest elaims to both.

As you have just heard his Lordship’s services fully and

ably stated by the Chairman, I will not occupy your time
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by a recapitulation of them; they now form, indeed, an

interesting part of the history of the British empire, where

they are recorded imperishably in some of its brightest

pages. Undoubtedly, Lord Wellesley, like most other great

men, has experienced the truth of Mr. Burke’s observation,

that ‘‘ Obloquy is an ingredient in the composition of all

true glory ;” but happily his Lordship has long outlived

the ephemeral calumnies and unfounded prejudices by

which at one time he was malignantly assailed, and has

now before him in his declining years the cheering prospect

of his unvarnished fame descending with unsullied lustre

to future ages. Uf, gentlemen, anything is calculated to

add to the gratification big ad.aind must derive from

these considerations, o him by the vote

of the East India Cot ; which [ confidently

trust will be an unanix need hardly observe

that we confer honour i when we show that

we are capable of just! ng exalted merit and

evince at the same time ign to acknowledge and

reward it.”

— Weeding, Lisq. xe

Court, and observed, ¢} ded to do honour to

the Marquess Wellesie ‘aost illustrious men of

his age and nation. ‘The merits of the noble Lord were to

be found in the aunals of the Kast India Company, more

especially during the time when he filled the office of

Governor General of India. More than an age, a period

of thirty-five years, had since elapsed, and this time had

served to correct the erroneous views which were at one

time entertained by persons, even in that Court, of his

Lordship’s measures. Public opinion, however, had long

since affixed the seal of approbation to the wisdom of his

counsels, the vigour of his government, and the policy of

his administration. And the noble Lord had had the

happiness fo survive to see those prejudices dissolved

which once encountered his government, but which the

+2 motion before the
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lapse and experience of many years had proved to have

been entirely mistaken. This was not the first time that the

merits of the Marquess Wellesley had been the theme

of discussion in that Court. It was scarcely necessary,

therefore, to dilate much upon them; but he might be

permitted to say, that no man ever did so much, so

variously, and so well for his country and for India, as

the noble Marquess had done, within the same period of

time. In the short space of seven years, between 1798

and 1805, he added to the Company’s possessions upwards

of 140,000 square miles of territory, yielding a net annual

revenue of more than a million sterling, This accession

ent of the Company

whose security and

“whose civilization,

sh sway continued,

d. In the acquisition

lic noble Lord showed a

nd stability, but to the

been previously ac-

is policy and plans

a population of fougt

freedom were thereby

prosperity, and happic

must needs be promote

and adjustment of this t8

regard not merely to its

security of the territs

quired. Like a skilii

he not only adjusted ti ies to the old in such

manner as to provide fer ateetion and safety of both,

but he so adjusted them as to afford the ready means of

receiving and uniting other portions of territory, which he

saw would unavoidably follow. To the sagacious mind of

the noble Marquess it was obvious that further conquests

would be inevitable on the part of the Kast India Company ;

and the history of the ten years, which immediately followed

his administration, proved the accuracy of his perception

and foreeast. By his Lordship’s own acquisitions, and that

was the important point for their consideration, by their

nature and extent, he imparted to their government in

Tudia such a degree of strength as to give them the power

and the facility to resist and subdue all future aggression.

For this they proposed to erect the statue of the noble
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Lord as a monument of his merit and of their gratitude

and praise. In this proposal he most cordially concurred.”

Mr. Weeding said, “ It had, he believed, been objected, that

they were about to erect this monument to the individual

while living; whereas, it was usual to wait till he had

departed. He was pleased that they had adopted the

course proposed. Irom the advanced age of the noble

Marquess it was not to be expected that he could render

further active services to the Kast India Company or to his

country. So far as they were concerned, therefore, he had

taken his departure. He was now upwards of fourscore

years of age, but enjoyed, he was told, and happy was he

to hear it, good mental ands y health, that he was in the

enjoyment of his intelé 3 his bodily functions.

The tribute then why ut to pay his merits

and services, might be, ud be, most gratifying

to his feelings in his 4 t might serve to cheer

and smooth the way, wh ton had already sloped.

This was one reason w pleased that they were

about to vote a monum iaz man. But there

was another source of: uliar to themselves,

By placing the statue 4 strd within those walls

while he lived, they wou it were no loss of con-

tinuity with him when he died. very image of their

benefactor and friend would still be with them, to per-

petuate the remembrance of his great exploits, to keep

alive their admiration of him when his body was laid

within the tomb. They would thus suffer, as it were, no

loss of continuity with him by his departure. This was

another reason why he was pleased that they were about to

raise a statue of the noble Lord while he lived. The

recollection of his great achievements rendered it difficult

to refrain from adverting to them. When the Marquess

Wellesley assumed the government of India, he found

himself in the midst of the elements of war, though no

actual war existed. He found French power and influence ~
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predominant at the courts of some of the native princes,

ready to codperate for the destruction of British interests,

and the extermination of British rule. By masterly counsels,

by vigorous, prompt, and judicious measures, he subdued

the French force at Hyderabad, consisting of 16,000 men,

commanded principally by Frenchmen. He compelled

them to lay down their arms, and supplied their place by a

British auxiliary force, under the direction of British officers.

And he achieved this enterprise without shedding one drop

of blood. He next accomplished the destruction of the

power of Tippoo Saib, the most formidable enemy which

England had in the South: vdia, and the conquest of

Mysore was the fruit syyement. _Hindostan

became the next the where he was com-

pelled to make war ag 1 the Berar Rajah.

This war was terminated re of five months, and

was marked in its progr +s of brilliant victories,

and the capture of seve es that were till then

deemed impregnable. 4 forty thousand men,

headed by French off vive of Scindiah, was

entirely destroyed, an removed from India

and conveyed to Europ x termination of this

war, the Berar Rajah ceed to thesCompany the province

of Cuttach, lying between Bengal and Madras, by which

those territories became connected, and a large extent of

the sea coast was obtained. It would have been next to

impossible for any man not gifted with the rare talents of

the Marquess Wellesley to have accomplished these

objects. His master-mind possessed two great and dis-

tinguished features. One was the skill with which he

selected the instruments of his government. The other

was the extraordinary power he possessed of animating

with a portion of his own spirit the minds of those whom

he employed. Instructed by his advice, convinced hy his

reasoning, quickened by his example, and cheered by the

confidence which he reposed in them, investing them, as
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was his custom, with all the power requisite to effect their

object, the civil and military functionaries of his govern-

ment acquired a twofold energy in the discharge of their

duties, and were thus enabled to obtain those brilliant

successes in council and in arms, which so highly dis-

tinguished and adorned the Marquess Wellesley’s ad-

ministration.

He desired permission to express the hope, that the

presence of the statue of the noble Lord, when it shall

adorn those walls, may engender a double portion of his

spirit in that House ; that this spirit may descend upon them

and their successors; that they may be unremitting in their

endeavours to maintai and stability of the

British government i nce the prosperity

and happiness of the p ject to it.”

Sir J. L. Lushingio said, “ Having had

the honour, when the > Marquess Wellesley

were last brought to ¢ the General Court of

Proprietors, to second +l afirming the reso-

lution of the Court of hen a decision was

come to, as honourable etors, as it must have
been gratifying to the F hope I may be per-

mitted to express my sa the present motion,

and my most cordial approbation of it. It appears to me,

that if we were not to do what is now proposed, we should

act inconsistently with what has already been done, and

that we should be the means of laying the East India

Company open to the animadversion of posterity for

neglecting to pay due honour where it is justly deserved,

and for partiality to others, with whom, without disparage-
ment to their eminent services, I consider the noble

Marquess equally entitled to the grateful recollection of

the East India Company. Any person acquainted with

the history of British India, and of the means and measures

by which our empire there has been extended and con-

solidated, on coming into this court-room and perceiving

AY
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the statues of those distinguished persons which already

adorn its walls, placed there as conspicuous and lasting

memorials of their own great services, and the gratitude of

the East India Company—would not such a person, I ask,

naturally look for the statue of Lord Wellesley and be

surprised and disappointed if he found it not? If Lord

Clive has been aptly termed the founder of our Indian

empire, so may Warren Hastings, Lord Cornwallis, and

Lord Wellesley be called the master-builders of that

stupendous and splendid structure; and I can hardly

imagine that in this Court there will be a dissentient _

voice against paying Lord ¥ sy that honour which has

already been bestows reat men, and with

whom I hesitate no me—at least upon

equal terms. It won iperfluity on my part

to expatiate upon th ices rendered to the

East India Company by ss Wellesley: they are

well known to the publi been frequently acknow-

ledged by this Courts, erefore only add my

firm belief and hope, guimously approve of

the motion.”

M. Martin, Esq., 6 « motion, said, “The

confidence reposed in mé bythe Whistrious nobleman whose

glorious achievements we are thus met to honour, will,

I trust, Sir, be my apology for offering a few observations

on this gratifying occasion, which is not one of mere per-

sonal consideration, but infinitely identified with the main-

spring of our whole Indian policy. Tor the records of no

government or public body, ancient or modern, ever evinced

such a disposition to honour distinguished services, and

encourage merit, as has been evinced by the East India

Company since its formation at the close of the seventeenth

century. ‘To this just and generous policv may be mainly

ascribed—under the permission of Divine Providence—the

building up of this vast and extraordinary empire, of which

thé world affo.ds no parallel. ‘The noble Marquess, whose



APPENDIX. 443

pre-eminent merits are now under consideration, most fully

acted on this wise and politic system; and by his genius

kindled throughout British India, not only in every de-

partment of the government, civil and military, but in all

classes of our subjects, a bright and ennobling flame of

patriotic feeling, which still pervades the breasts of that

distinguished body—the civil and military servants of the

East India Company. I shall not, Sir, attempt to re-

capitulate Lord Wellesley’s services in extending and

consolidating the British power in India: they are now

happily too generally acknowledged to need comment,

and they are far removed above any individual praise; but

I would beg to corr é which my honourable

friend (Mr. Weeding nintentionally, made

when adverting to th he noble Marquess,

which he stated at /@ ef subjects, and one

million annual revent eHesley added to the

British empire in India } he territories we at pre-

sent possess—forty millie ts, and nearly ten million

sterling of annual reve’ Wellesley’s triumphs

were of a far highe than the extension of

dominion : the destruct rreseb power in India—

the subjugation in Mf breaking up of the

Mahratta Confederacy, the annihilation of every internal

foe, and the overawing of every foreign enemy, were in

themselves but accessories to his wise civil government;

when, with the mind of a statesman, his Lordship laid the

foundation of all good government by training up a class

of men who would be found adequate to the fulfilment of

the high and responsible duties committed to their care.

The foundation of the College of Fort William was indeed

a master-stroke of policy; among its distinguished ex-

aminers, were the honourable and respected names of

Edmonstone, (to whose abilities Lord Wellesley is so

deeply indebted,) of Hilario Barlow, of the Rev. Claudius

Buchanan, and amongst its professors, Lumsden, Gilchrist,
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Carey, and others, who have since contributed to extend

a knowledge of the literature of the East. At this College

were trained those able and eminent servants of the State

who have been highly pre-eminent in all that can conduce

to the conducting of a wise and honest government;

need I mention the names of William Butterworth Bayley,

of Charles Theophilus Metcalf, of John Adam, (men who

have all successively attained the high post of acting

Governor-General,) of Richard Jenkins, (who distinguished

himself in every position in which he was placed,) of Byam

Martin, Shakespear, Swinton, Chaplin, Plowden, and

indeed all the ablest . e three presidencies,

who were here collec jae focus, to drink the

lore of political wisd #in-head, and who, as

they evinced talents for xctions, were admitted

inte the Governor-Gen a department founded

by Lord Wellesley, whe anid be daily witnesses

of the secret springs of nment, and initiated in

that profound statesmé

dious early training, ¢ 8

experience. As an iHusiabtor of be mode in which the

College of Fort Wiliam: a eGdve

were made to harmonize with each other and produce the
greatest good, I venture to mention an example. A civil

servant of the East India Company arrived in Caleutta at

the close of the last century. He was placed in the College,

and soon distinguished himself at all the examinations. In

1803, I find his name at the head of the list, receiving

honorary degrees for proficiency in four languages—Persian,

Arabic, Hindoostanee, and Bengalee; degrees of honour

also for the knowledge of the Classics—-Greek and Latin;

also for an English thesis. The young and ardent student

was totally unknown to Lord Wellesley except by his merits

and services to the State, and these were the ouly claims

ever recognized by the Governor-General. ‘The scholar
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was soon transferred to the Governor-General’s Office, and

I may mention that, while preparing Lord Wellesley’s

dispatches and examining the voluminous state-papers

entrusted to my care for selection, I found by the sig-

natures attached to these papers that the industry and

careful order of the scholar were fully equal to his abilities.

In process of time the gentleman to whom | allude, rose

through all the several gradations of office, and twice

attained the eminent and responsible station of acting

Governor-General of India. On his return home, he was

almost immediately elected into the Direction of the affairs

of the East India Comyp; add, that the example

which I have selectes’ of Lord Wellesley’s

policy and of his dee ledge of character—is

our present worthy, 4 & Chairman? It was

by such men and such ae government of India

was conducted during lesley’s administration,

who not only gave to ¢ ll the full merits of the

achievements whick hi 3

had devised, but wi

from censure, and tak HEeTE the blame of their

failure. There are a ats on which I beg

permission to offer a brief remark. When Lord Wellesley

arrived in India he found no Christian church: the natives

of India were unaware whether we had any religion or not.

His Lordship founded a church and supplied it with

ministers; he caused the Scriptures to be translated into

every language, and offered for sale at a low price; and he

afforded toleration to the Missionaries. But on the other

hand, he allowed no forcible interference with the religious

rites of the natives; he respected their endowments, and

took care that they shonld receive that to which, as good

subjects, they were fully entitled-——the protection of the

State. To use the noble Marquess’s own emphatic lan-

guage, when speaking on the subject in the House of

dy to shield them
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Lords: —‘ A Christian Governor could do no less—a British

Governor ought not to do more.’ I trust, Sir, that Lord

Wellesley’s sound, and, I will add, Christian policy, will

be persevered in, and that wisdom from on High will temper

with discretion the zeal of those amiable persons who think

Christianity may suddenly be inculcated by man, or effected

by the compulsion of a government. The minutes of the

Governor-General on the agriculture of India, on the

natural history of the country, and on the improvement

of the great cities of the East, all demonstrate that no

object of utility escaped his yigilant attention; and, Sir, it

is not a little remarkak . of the business ap-

pointed for this da es to the adoption

of a Free Trade pati particularly in her

relations with England Wellesley so strenu-

ously and convincingly the commencement of

the present century, whi¢ en powerfully opposed in .

this Court, and was thé se of hostility to the

Governor-General, bu rt is now successfully

endeavouring to perfe e and distinguished

coadjutor in Lord We ernment now present,

(Mr. Henry St. Georg sh knows how deeply de-

pressed were the finances of India on Lord Wellesley’s

arrival in the East: the Government paper was not only

at a heavy discount, but almost unsaleable. Notwithstanding

the heavy expenses consequent on the Mysore war, Mah-

ratta campaigns, &c., the Governor-General raised the

credit of the Government, equipped the largest and most

efficient armies that India had ever before seen, brought

the whole of his force to bear on given points many hundred

miles distant on a given day—and out of the very elements

of danger around, gathered safety honour, and wealth for

the British empire. To the Governor-General’s foresight

and patriotism we are indebted for one of the most remark-

able military combinations that was ever, perhaps, witnessed,
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—the junction of an English and an Anglo-Indian Army

on the plains of Egypt, for the expulsion of Napoleon

Buonaparte and a formidable French army. Whenever an

enemy appeared or might be expected, there might be

found the forearmed power of Britain. His Lordship

planned the capture of Bourbon and the Isle of France,

of Java, and Manilla; and he swept the Indian seas of

French privateers, by arming the fine merchant vessels of

the East India Company to act in conjunction with the

Royal Navy. There are many other topics to which I would

gladly allude; I would wish to advert to his Lordship’s

suppression of the dreadful agy taurder of infants which
took place at the mouth :s, and to the measures

which he contempla of widow-burning ;

and although his retu topped, for a time, the

progress of many of h easures, some of them

have since been adopt Rast India Company’s

government. I am re y sey esteemed friend,

Sir Charles Forbes, ‘hose absence we all

so deeply regret, to : dial concurrence in

this motion ; for it ba ject near his heart

to see justice done to 1. Another honourable

friend, who was persovaihy"2 wittiess in Oude of Lord

Wellesley’s just policy, and who was subsequently aided,

as British Minister at the Court of Persia, in carrying

to a successful conclusion the statesmanlike view of the

noble Marquess, has requested me to say that severe

illness alone prevents his attendance this day, to testify

from his personal knowledge the deep sense he entertains

of Lord Wellesley’s great and invaluable services.”

Sir Rt. Jenkins, G.C.B, said, “I am much in the same

situation as my honourable friend the Chairman, with

regard to the private feelings with which [ rise to sup-

port the present motion. Grateful to the noble Marquess

for many favours during the period of my service in India,
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as well as for the subsequent continuation of the most

flattering kindness and friendship, I cannot fail to regard

the motion with a degree of delight proportioned to the

gratitude and affection which I owe to him. But though

I trust I shall be permitted to acknowledge how much I am

influenced by these private feelings, I shall not, I am sure,

be suspected of wanting abundant motives of a public

nature to justify my vote. The question before us stands

on a basis of public policy and of public justice. It rests

on the principle that wisdom and public virtue zealously

and successfully exerted in the service of the country

should be honoured by jag marks of public

approbation. In gre: minds the love of

fame is the stronges 6a. The gratification

of that passion is, ther suitable as well as the

ds, The motion of themost acceptable of

honourable Chairman purpose to testify your

na preéminent manner.gratitude to the neble :
hat the instances areTt may be as it has hy

few in which the sta man has been erected

in this country during it is to be remembered,

that the Duke of Wellingtanisoneiof the few : and to whom

can a similar honour be more appropriately paid than to a

brother of that illustrious personage, kindred to him in

genius and public virtue as in name and lineage—to him

who first called the Duke’s great powers into action in

India, the cradle of his military renown—to the statesman

who planned and designed the great achievements which

the hero carried into effect—and who is not less entitled to

be styled the saviour and benefactor of Europe? It should

be our pride, since we have had in our own service such an

instance of unparalleled merit to emulate the nation, by de-

parting from common rules in order to show our admiration

of it. Yt would be easy, were it necessary, to prove that

this is a case not merely to justify, but to demand, such a
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course: but enough has been said by the honourable Chair-

man to absolve me from the necessity of entering upon a

further exposition of the transcendent merit of the noble

Marquess. I will only add, what of my own knowledge

Iam enabled to state, that the testimonial now proposed

will be considered by the Marquess the highest distinction

ever received by him from the East India Company or any

other quarter; while neither in Great Britain nor in India

will there be one dissentient voice against the declaration

that the honour has been nobly earned. I feel confident

that in this Court especially, there will be the most perfeet

unanimity in resolving to the statue of the noble

Marquess in one of the’ af this hall.”

T. Twining, Esq , having been invited

to concur in the moti ten so ably introduced

by yourself and the De} ; | gladly avail myself

of the opportunity of y hearty concurrence in

the same. It was with | faction that I took part

on a former occasion, ¥ { of this Court was to

express the high sen: seined of the services

of the Marquess ¥ ‘ eould searcely have

expected that I should permitted again to raise

my vvice in acknowledg em: but Iam proud to

avail myself of the permission which has been granted me,

of again bearing my humble testimony to the merits of the

noble Marquess, and of uniting in what promises to be an

unanimous vote, to raise a permanent record of the opinion

atertained by the ast India Company on this important

and interesting question. I was long accustomed to ob-

serve with admiration the brilliant career of the Marquess

Wellesley, while holding the government of India; and

iheve often contemplated with satisfaction the great and

\asking g0d which. has resulted from the measures which

he originé J, which he so ably carried out, and which have

so e®inent. ‘ended to establish, on a secure basis, the
VOL. TI GG
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British Empire in India. The compliment of placing the

statue of any distinguished individual on the walls of this

Courtis one of rare occurrence, and is therefore to be the

more highly appreciated: and when I look round and see

the few niches which are still unoccupied, I rejoice to see

that one is likely to be so nobly filled; and I hope that

the most eminent talents which the Court can command

will be employed to produce a statue worthy of the subject.

I would almost venture to express a hope, that on some

future occasion we may see added to our collection a statue

of the illustrious Duke, whose early and successful achieve-

ments in India have by those glorious ones

which restored peac :& fam aware that Iam

departing from the is day’s debate; and

I will confine myself iate object before the

Court. I have cons st this will make the

third public acknowi be strong feeling enter-

tained towards the ey; for besides the

vote of a former Cay ich may be confidently

anticipated this day: t was almost equally

complimentary, when tH * Directors, referring to

those dispatches which-— go ably compiled by

an honourable member of this Court, recommended the
perusal and study of them as a text-book from which great

benefit might be derived to the service at large. With

these sentiments I beg to repeat my hearty concurrence

in the motion before the Court.”

Sir J. Bryant—“T am happy that the first duty required

from me in this Court, in the new capacity with which you

gentlemen have honoured me, is the support of an act of

gracious justice, combined with the indulgence of my per

sonal feelings of deep veneration and respect. The ~br

of a great empire, like British India, ever hasen, anc

ever will be,‘subject to varying and various judgments; but

the Marquess Wellesley has lived to enjoy t! honest and
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honourable triumph of his fame,—to witness the rectitude

of his views and the wisdom of his policy borne out and

confirmed by the practical working of thirty or forty years.

To the brilliant action, the momentous results of that policy,

it is not my intention to revert; they are the property of

history, and the noble Marquess is his own historian.

Whatever the result of your deliberations this day, the sta-

tue you may raise will be eclipsed by the splendid monu-

ment the Marquess Wellesley has erected to himself; for

the Wellesley Dispatches exhibit in every page the portrait

of a great statesman. But there is one page in those

dispatches which, to my feelings, affords a nobler com-

position for a statu itary splendour and

all the political wi his administration

abounds. It is that p ind Honour teaching

by example; the lette: 233 Wellesley refusing

to accept one hundred

the Minister of the Cra ard for his services in

India—rejected when

was to be taken from:

and blood of the sold bits a feature beyond

its intrinsic grandeur. ss, it is believed, was

in a condition to render thé ary provision accept-

able: the transaction was deemed unexceptionable in

England. The British Minister thought it not objection.

able in Lord Wellesley to accept it; the noble Marquess

thought otherwise. The position of the Marquess is sin-

gular—perhaps unparalleled: he has approached the com-

mon term of human existence, and this day is permitted to

uplift the veil of Time, and to read the final judgment of his

fellow-men; and if aught can enhance his happiness at this

solemn event, it must be that the gratitude of the East

India Company. sanctioned and confirmed by our country,

will be addressed to him through our present Chairman,

who is an argument and illustration of that great, wise,
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and benevolent act of his Lordship’s administration—the

foundation of the College of Fort William; while to our

Chairman will be afforded in the execution of your com-

mands, the happy duty of placing in the Court where he

presides, the statue of his revered master and friend.”

A. G. Lewis, Esq. observed, “I cannot, Sir, refrain
from saying a few words on so interesting an occasion

as the present. It was only on my way to the Court this

morning, that I heard, for the first time, that it was in-

tended to propose the erection of a statue to record the

public services of the Marquess Wellesley. Nothing has

emanated from the Cs since I have had the

honour of being a p afforded me greater

gratification. It is pte to the East India

Company as it is ie guess; but although

honourable to the nob! “it is (allow me to add)

a tribute of our eate aration to which his

eminent and distingy: justly entitle him.

It is true that the mpany were at first

somewhat tardy in & merits of the noble

Marquess’s public se “however, which never

fails to expose all that ig fictitious, and confirm

what is true and genuine, has at length convinced the

public of the intrinsic value of those services; and the

East.India Company have been foremost in acknowledging

their sense of his distinguished worth. The fame and

reputation of the noble Marquess, as each day passes over

us, acquires, as it were imperceptibly, additional lustre.

It may be truly said of him—

‘ Crescit oeculto velut arbor eyo

Fama Marecelli.’

Yes, Sir, his glory daily expands its radiant cirele—

it silences obloquy —it overawes censure—it attracts—

it: challenges our admiration. ‘The more we consider

the policy pursued by the noble Marquess in his Indian
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administration, the principles on which it was based,

the views embraced by it, or the measures adopted to carry

it into effect, the more we are convinced that that policy

was founded on the soundest, the most statesmanlike

wisdom. I only trust, that present and future Governors

of India will study to emulate that example which I am

sure they cannot surpass. The Dispatches of the noble

Marquess have been alluded to by those who have pre-

ceded me as an eternal monument of his ability and genius.”

The honourable Director continued “ In that compilation, as

reflecting the highest honour on the noble Marquess’s dis-

interestedness, there is Ar circumstance which I

world mention, equa 5 he noble Marquess,

and which strikingly iity of his character.

In the Dispatches whi published, the noble

Marquess would not p 2 inserted which had

the most remote tendet ad the feelings of the

living or reflect on the mi e dead.”

Hon. Hugh Lindsay ress his cordial con-

currence in the reso}: ourt, and to express

his high sense of the ¥’services of the noble

Marquess. Before he e@ aid a deserved tribute

to the merits and conduct of Mr. Edmonstone, who ought

not to be forgotten on this occasion.

Sir Robert Campbell observed that “The name of Mr.

Edmonstone had been mentioned, although his honourable

friend Mr. Lindsay had not heard it. It had been men-

tioned with all the respect due to the high character of

that distinguished servant of the Company—with all the

respect derived from the favour and approbation of the

illustrious nobleman under whom he had served, and the

memory of whose deeds it was now proposed to transmit to

posterity, by a statue raised by the gratitude of those in

whose service his transcendent glory had been achieved.

{In that object he (Sir Robert) most fully—most cordially
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concurred. He had not been in the service of the East

India Company, but he was in India during the whole

period of the administration of the Marquess Wellesley,

and during that of his predecessor, the Marquess Corn-

wallis, and was not an inattentive observer of the important

events of those times. Having alluded to that excellent

nobleman, the Marquess Cornwallis, he would say that, were

he now living, nothing could be more grateful to his feel-

ings than to see placed by the side of his own statue, that

of his illustrious successor, both aiming af one object, the

happiness of the people subjected to their rule. It had

been observed, that Lord-WeHesley had added greatly to

the territory, to the ji » the revenue of the

British Governmer aad done so. But it

was to be remember: these results attended

his measures, they we ects of them, they were

adventitious and accidk tig the Marquess’s ad-

ministration, he was en wars of necessity—they
were not waged for py f national aggrandise-

ment or personal at ncdeed he sought, but

not by unsheathing ¢ ession; he sought it re-

specting the just right s, while he strenuously

upheld those of his ow it by a course of policy,

in which moderation, forbearance, and generosity, were as

conspicuous as wisdom, firmness, and decision—he sought it

in promoting the happiness of the people so strangely cast

under the dominion of the British nation; in giving them

peace, security, moral and intellectual elevation. He has

lived to receive his reward—to receive it from a generation

of men, some of whom at the period of his splendid career

were unborn.” Sir Robert Campbell remarked that “ It had

been said that the present was not the time for the proposed

tribute, that it was too early or too late. He was of a dif-

ferent opinion. He thought the present time best adapted

to give value and effect to the intended honour. Statues to



APPENDIX. 455

the living are usually erected when the services which they

commemorate are recent and fresh, and are not unfre-

quently the result of excited feeling rather than of sober

judgment. But in the present instance the services to be

rewarded have stood the test of time, their value has
been proved by their results, years have mellowed down their

dazzling brilliancy, but years have only added to that calm

and deep-seated admiration with which they are universally

regarded. It is not then too late, neither is it too early.

Why should we defer an honour justly due till it can no

longer gladden him who is its object? Why withhold the

laurel from the living brow, to plant it on the grave, where

departed greatness s x0u8 alike of praise or

censure? No: let th miration see that his

deeds are remembere , and let the glories

earned in the vigour of tiiness on his declin-
ing years.”

D. Salomon, Esq. said

the present occasion top

but cordial assent ta 4

congratulate you, Sir.

vails on the propos

services of the Marquess Wellesley; and under the cireum-

stances to which you have so feelingly alluded, I congratu-

late you on being the fortunate medium of conveying to his

Lordship a resolution of so complimentary and gratifying a

nature. I feel delighted that we are about to devote one of

the vacant niches to so good a purpose; for it is an earnest that

we shall not quit this scene of our honours and our labours

for some habitation nearer to the Government offices west-

ward, but that the Kast India Company will long remain

the guardians of our fellow-subjects in India, that our con-

duct will be stimulated by the presence of those great men,

through whose exertions our vast territory in the East has

been won and maintained, and that it is a new pledge given

irrman, I cannot allow

expressing my humble

y before the Court. I

ous feeling that pre-
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to the public by the’ Court of proprietors of the interest it

takes in whatever concerns the welfare of our Indian Em-

pite.

On the question being put from the Chair, the whole

Court rose simultaneously, and after considerable cheering

the question was carried by acclamation.

The Chairman and Vice-Chairman, in communicating to

Lord Wellesley the intention of the Court, took occasion to

offer their sincere and hearty congratulations, expressing

the high gratification which they derived from. this tribute

to the wisdom, vigour, and success of his Lordship’s ad-

ministration of the British Government in India.
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