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viii PREFACE

second, those that supplement our knowledge of

affairs during the period of history that comes

within his lifetime.

We shall see Wellesley, at the age of thirty-

seven, going out to India as Governor-General ;

a comparatively untried man, indeed, but one of

high promise. We shall see something of the

admirable work he did there. We shall see him

return eight years later, embittered by the attacks

made upon his policy. We shall see him, proud,

stern, autocratic hat his abilities

were not fully ying to force a

quarrel on Cannin; position that that

statesman opposed ions to the office of

Prime Minister; an ther time at cross-

purposes with Meibot ving been Secretary

of State for Foreig m 1809 until 1812,

‘ndeavoured in vain

to form a governm li see him expecting

great posts in various administrations, yet never

again holding any office higher than that of Lord-

Lieutenant of Ireland, and actually accepting in

1830 and in 1835 posts in the Household rather

than forego power altogether. A perusal of the

correspondence will suggest that the reason for

his exclusion was his open contempt for his

colleagues and his dictatorial manner. When

he was at the Foreign Office he did not deign

to consult the Cabinet. Perhaps only with

Brougham, many of whose letters are included
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in these volumes, was it more difficult to work. It

is agreeable to be able to record that in the evening

of the life of Wellesley the great work he had done

in India was fully recognised, and substantial

tribute paid to him.

The hitherto unpublished Wellesley correspon-

dence is printed here by kind permission of the

present head of the family, His Grace the Duke of

Wellington, K.G., G.C.V.O., to whom I tender

my very sincere thanks. The Controller of His

Majesty’; Station has courteously

allowed me _ to xtracts from the

Fortescue MSS. k e of various kinds

rendered me durin sreparation of this

work I am indebted Rev, Edmond Warre,
C.V.0., CB. D.Dg «ef Eton; F. Warre

Cornish, Esq., M.A st of Eton; the

Rev. Lionel Ford, master of Harrow ;

Williara Foster, Esq:y'the Registrar and Super-

intendent of Records in the India Office; the

Rev. Henry W. Clark, D.D.; J. R. W. Robinson,

Esq.; J. E. W. Flood, Esq. ; and especially Arnold

Winterbotham, Esq.,who has kindly read the proofs

of this work. To the publisher, Herbert Jenkins,

Esq., I must express my gratitude, for he has

unreservedly placed his experience and time at

my disposal, and has given me much sage counsel.

THE EDITOR.

LoNDON,

New Year's Day, 1914.





PREFACE

T° write a detailed account of thé public

career of the Marquess Wellesley, ‘‘ the

great Marquess,’ as he was called in

India, would be to give the history of India from

1797 until 1805, and the history of Engend from

that date until 1835, when he retired from political

life. Such a task I do not propose to undertake,

if for no other reason than that it would be super-

erogatory. ‘‘ The Marquess Wellesley’s Indian

administration is 4 sgarded as the most

splendid period o earce has written,

“though perhaps , in some degree,

tended to cast int le other portions of

his public services of itty.” The Indian

career of the Marc fully in the Des-

patches edited by fartin, and in the

biographies writt« * Hutton, and Mal-

leson. While I pri 8 letters written by

and to Wellesley during the years he was Governor-

General of India, I devote greater space to his

later years, when he was consulted again and

again on the political situation, and was in active

correspondence with the most emiment statesmen

of the day. From the vast mass of unpublished

carrespondence, I have selected, first, those letters

that throw light on his character and actions, and,

1 Memoirs of Wellesley, i. 10,
vil
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BOOK I

EARLY YEARS. 1760-1797

Descent of the Wellesieys : The Colleys and the

Wellesleys in Ireland : The families intermarry in

the seventeenth century : The Wellesley estates

bequeathed to Richard Colley : He assumes the

name and arms of Wellesley : He is created Baron

Momington : His son, Garret, raised to an earldom :

His marriage: His children : His eldest son,

Richard Colley Wellesley, known by the courtesy

title of Viscount Wellesley : At Harrow: At Eton:

His love of the classics : He contributes to the

Muse Etonenses ; At Christ Church, Oxford : He

wins the Chancellor's prize, for Latin verse : He

succeeds to the eagid His-xeturn to Ireland:

ds : An original

/ + A member of
letter to Henrythe Privy Council

Grattan : Speeche | House of Lords ;

Enters the English # Yomons : Appointed
a Lord of the Treas eech on. the Treaty
of Commerce with

unrestricted Regen

Trader : A suppor

Trade : An oppo nt

His subsequent change ofapinitn on this subject :

A member of the Exghsh:-PrivyeCouncil : Appointed

a commissioner of the Board of Control for Indian
airs,

» Liberal : A Free-

on of the Slave

entary Reform:

HE Wellesleys (or Wesleys, as the name

was frequently written) of the eighteenth

century trace their descent directly from

that Richard Colley, or Cowley, who was sent to

Ireland in the reign of Henry VII. to watch the

conduct of Gerald, eighth Earl of Kildare, Lord-
3
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Deputy of that country. The Colleys settled in

Ireland and acquired property. They lived the

life ef country gentlemen, the succeeding heads of

the family usually holding some useful but not

highly distinguished office. The connection with

that branch of the Wellesleys of Wellesley, in

Somersetshire, which from the thirteenth century

had resided in Ircland, was brought about by the

marriage of Elizabeth, daughter of that Dudley

Colley of Castle Carbery who died in 1674, with

Garret Wellesley of Dungan, Co. Meath. The

eldest son of this iam, died without

issue, and was st is brother Garret,

who, likewise havit when he died in

1728 left his prop % cousin, Richard

Colley, who thereu ed the surname and

arms of Wellesley

This Richard Cat yy sat in the Irish

Parliament as mem im until 1746, when

he was raised to the p of Ireland as Baron

Mornington. His son, Garret, who succeeded him

in 1758, was, two years later, advanced to the digni-

ties of Viscount Wellesley of Dungan Castle, and

Earl of Mornington,Co. Meath. The Earl married,

in 1759, Anne, eldest daughter of Arthur Hill-Trevor,

first Viscount Dungannon, and by her had issue :

Richard Colley Wellesley, born June 20, 1760,3

1 Most writers are in doubt as to whether Wellesley was

born at Dungan Castle, or at the family residence in Grafton

Street, Dublin, The question is apparently answered by
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afterwards Marquess Wellesley, the subject of this

book ;

William, born May ao, 1763, who in 1778

assumed the name of Pole on becoming heir to

the estates of his cousin, William Pole of Ballyfin,

Queen’s County ;

Arthur, born April 29, 1769, afterwards Duke of

Wellington ;

Gerald Valerian, born December 7, 1770, who

entered the Church, and became Prebendary of

Durham ;

Henry, born Ja

Cowley ;

Anne, born 176

the Hon. Henry Fitz

Charles Culling Smi

December 16, 1844; :

After his fathe i to an earldom,

Richard Colley Welles! fas known by the

courtesy title of Viscount Wellesley. At an early

age he was sent to a private school at Trim,

and eventually to Harrow when ten years old.

His stay there was brief. ‘“‘ Dr. Sumner’s* suc-

cessor as Headmaster of Harrow began his reign

fterwards Baron

ed, first, in 1790,

1794), and, second,

apton, dying on

Wellesley himself, who, replying to an address of the Cor-

poration of Dublin on the occasion of his appointment in 1821

as Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, referred to the time ‘‘ when I
had the honour of being enrolled i in the distinguished list of
the freemen of my native city.”

1 The Rev, Robert Carey Sumner, D.D. (1729-1771), the

friend of Dr. Johnson, and the author of Concio ad Clerum
(1768). He died September 12, 1771.
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in storm,’’ Messrs. Howson and Warner state.

“Local feeling espoused the candidature of

Parry: for the headmastership, and exploded in

a riot when Heath*—a third Etonian head-

master in succession—was selected. In that

riot, as, a century later, the Earl of Verulam

related at the Tercentenary Festival, the carriage

of one of his ancestors, Mr. Bucknall, a governor

of the school, was wrecked by Parr’s too zealous

partisans. The émewig-iost to Harrow one who

would have been’: brightest orna-

ments. A youn eleven years and

a half old, whe A m the sacrilegious

act, arrived at the is guardian, Arch-

bishop Cornwallis,* e of the tassels of

Mr. Bucknall’s ca: houting ‘ Victory.’

. . He was , at any rate for

eighteen months.” his trouble, young

Wellesley was traristerred without delay to

Eton, where, during the six years he remained

there, he devoted himself, with more than the

average school-boy’s interest, to the study of

the classics, and contributed Greek and Latin

1The Rev. Samuel Parr (1747-1825), the well-known

controversialist, was first assistant at Harrow under Sumner,
and was so angered at not being appointed to the headmaster-

ship that he started a rival school at Stanmore.
2 The Rev. Benjamin Heath, D.D., was Headmaster of

Harrow from 1771 until 1785.

8 Frederick Cornwallis (713-1783), Archbishop of Canter-

bury from 1768.

« Harrow School, p. 162.
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verses to the Muse Etonenses.. In December

1778 he matriculated as a nobleman at Christ

Church, Oxford. His tutor was William Jackson,

who persuaded him to compete in 1780 for the

Chancellor’s prize for Latin verse, the subject for

the year being Captain Cook, and was made happy

by his pupil’s victory. Wellesley had indeed a

gift for the study of the classical languages, and in

later years, when his active career was over, he

found pleasure in collecting the scattered verses

of earlier days. He didnot. remain at Oxford

to take his degree when his father

died on May 22, 1: succeeded as second

Earl of Morningte .

The new Earl at

when, a year later,

showed that he w

his duties as hea ity. He at once

announced that he e upon himself the

considerable debts of his father, and he charged

himself with the education of his brothers and

sister. He made strenuous endeavours to put

ed to Ireland, and

d his majority, he

regard seriously

1 Mr. Francis Warre Cornish, Vice-Provost of Eton, has
kindly supplied the Editor with the following extracts from
the School Lists :

Lord Wellesley. 1772: Lower School (second division).

1774: Fourth Form (first division). Christmas 1775: Fifth

Form. July 1778: Sixth Form.

% William Jackson (1751-1815) had himself in 1770 gained

the Chancellor's prize for Latin verse. In 1783 he was elected

Regius Professor of Greek at Oxford. He was preferred to a

canonry at Christ Church,Oxford, in 1799, and was consecrated

Bishop of Oxford in 1812.
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his estates upon a more profitable basis, though,

for a while, he left their management to his mother.

He assiduously attended the sittings of the Irish

House of Lords, where he distinguished himself by

the vigour with which he championed the cause of

Roman Catholic emancipation, and by denouncing

with spirit the extravagances of the Irish Estab-

lishment. When, in 1783, George III. instituted the

Order of St. Patrick,’ Mornington was one of the

twelve original knights ; and two years later he was

sworn a member ¢ -Pevy. Council for Ireland.

The keenness of interest in public

affairs from an ear deduced from the

following letter, writ an, with whom he

was on intimate terr sa visit to England

when he was in his ¢ rd year.

HENRY GRATTAN

Albemarle Ste: - December 9, 1782

I seize the first opp ity of offering my
sincere congratulations to you upon the recovery

of Miss Fitzgerald,’ which I heard of last night

from O’Beirne. I have felt very anxiously both

for your situation and hers, and believe me,

nobody rejoices more thoroughly in the prospect

of happiness which the return of her health has

opened to you both.

THE EArt oF M

1 The Marquess Wellesley resigned the dignity of a Knight
of St. Patrick in 1810, on his investment as a Knight of the
Garter.

4 Henrietta Fitzgerald, afterwards the first wife of Henry

Grattan.
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I sent a hasty account of the first day’s business

in the House of Commons to Ogle’: the debate

was very uninteresting, and did not deserve to be

particularised. Since that day nothing has passed

of any consequence. The reports of a peace

gain ground every hour: this morning it was

believect to have been signed, and that Gibraltar

was ceded for Porto Rico and Minorca. The

cession of Gibraltar will be an unpopular measure ;

it was but hinted on the first day, and the very

suggestion threw if s inte a ferment. The

language gencrall (Hat our successes in

the last campaig o an honourable

peace ; and that } id be unreasonable

in her demands, th ¥ be prosecuted with

vigour, The situcti > Ministry? seems to

be very singular; 4 ber of their devoted

friends is certainly at of their declared

enemies; but the sre divided. Lord

North’s party is ‘he strongest in the

House, but Lord “Nérth“ts’ equally averse to

Shelburne and to Fox. Lord North’s language is,

that he will support Government as far as may

be necessary for the strengthening of the nation’s

1 George Ogle (1742-1814), Ivish politician, a keen sup-

porter of the legislative independence of Ireland.

2 On April 12 Rodney defeated Grasse in the “ Battle of the

Saints.” In September the great attack on Gibraltar had

been gloriously repulsed by Lliott, and a month later Howe

skilfully relieved the garrison.

3 The Shelburne Administration, formed on the death of
Rockingham in July 1782, in which Pitt was Chancellor of the

Exchequer. It fell in April, and was succeeded in the follow-

ing April by the short lived Coalition Ministry led by North

and Fox,
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hands against foreign enemies, but that he will

suffer no alterations in the Constitution. You

can easily conceive what a scene of confusion the

coritest between these three parties must afford:
Fox, Lord North, and Pitt equally and by turns

opposed to each other. As yet there has been no

division in Parliament, so that I cannot with any

accuracy state the numbers in, these parties.

Not one word has been said in debate upon

Irish affairs ; the subject is touched, as you will

see, very cautiously beth in the Speech and
Addresses. I havese: uc Duke of Portland?

and Fitzpatrick om both received

the most firm ass eir intention, and

that of Mr. Fox, y the settlement of

the last session.®

In the Irish

himself an able s¢

In October 1783 he

Mornington showed

‘earless antagonist.

xorous onslaught on

“the profusion pra¢ he administration in

several instances.”” He protested against the grants
which, in his opinion, went into the pockets of the

great cotton manufacturers rather than in benefit

of trade. He condemned the increase in the salary

1 William Henry Cavendish Bentinck, third Duke of
Portland (1738-1809), Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, 1782 ;

Prime Minister, 1783.

2 General Richard f itzpatrick (1747-1813), the intimate friend
of Charles James Fox; Chief Secretary for Ireland, 1782 ;

Secretary at War in Coalition Ministry, 1783, and in the
ministry of “ All the Yalents,’’ 1806-7. He was also one of

the principal writers of the “‘Rolliad.”

3 Add. MSS. 37308 f. 5.
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of the Lord-Lieutenant, the £2,000 a year paid

to his secretary, and such other items. “I do

not mention these things, or rise merely with an

intention to oppose Government,’’ he said, ‘ but

I want to know what is the economical plan of

Government, or whether they have any such. If

they run into extraordinary expenses, I will, if I

should have the misfortune of standing alone, op-

pose every expensive measure.’’ But though Morn-

ington was, in such caseg,always to be found acting

independently, ye he supported the

Government. La “he spoke frankly

on the volunteer | im Ireland? and

endorsed a resolutiot “from the House of

Commons protesting. an armed assembly

holding regular sitt neighbourhood of

Parliament. “4 omes from the

Commons, and the Lordships to con-

cur in it,” he declar he assembly of the

volunteers has sat for nearly three weeks, with all

the forms of Parliament; and will any noble

Lord say that they have no intention to infringe

the privileges of Parliament, and to attempt the

total extinction of the laws of the land? Have

not both Houses of Parliament been surrounded

by armed mobs? and will any man pretend to

say it is not time for this House to interfere ?

1 The first regiment of Irish volunteers was formed at

Dublin under the command of the Duke of Leinster, in

October, 1779.
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Shall any noble Lord, high in office though not in

confidence, or any noble Lord in confidence though

not in office, not have a sense of the danger of the

times, as the House of Commons seems to have ?

I am for this Address, and upon this ground, that

it offers to His Majesty a sufficient and a necessary

pledge of our loyalty and affection to his person

and the constitution of the country ; and to the

people it speaks our firmness—-for Parliament will

not be robbed of its privileges, even by its own

children; and w for the sake of our

posterity, suffer i

ernment our assist

require it, to suppe

deal has been saic

There is no man th

more than I do;

have made the grea: m upon my mind,

but I am not blind perfections, when I

find that they have gone beyond the original idea

of their institution. If the Constitution 1s suffered

to be infringed, I will not remain to be a witness of

it, but leave the country. If the Constitution is

not supported, no body of people can be happy.”

Shortly after the letter to Grattan was written,

Mornington proposed to play a part upon a

larger stage, and he decided to enter the English

House of Commons, which offered greater scope

for his abilities than the Irish House of Lords.

He was in 1784 nominated by the Earl of Beverley

s imbecility may

‘stitution. A great

co the volunteers.

that respects them

and moderation
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as one of the members for the borough of Beer

Alston, Devonshire... He made an excellent im-

pression as a speaker, but was by no means satisfied

with his position as a private member, and was

desirous of securing appointment to some official

position. He wanted both recognition of his

talent and scope for its further display.

In November of that year he suggested to the

Duke of Rutland’? that in the event of Lord

Walsinghain’s appointment to India he might be

appointed to the surership of Ireland,

which would thé acant. The pro-

position was wari y the Duke, who

wrote to Pitt: “*% am convinced, feel

anxious OM every ac ee Lord Mornington

in a situation whe ; be pledged as an

avowed and respo: er of Government

in both countries ; urrangement could

be made in his fay Hficulties would be

entirely removed. I confess I cannot help feeling

particularly anxious to see his views gratified,

both from the high opinion which, in common with

others, [ have formed of his talents and public

merits, as well as from the sincere and unequivocal

regard I personally bear him; and in both which

views of the question I am persuaded you are not

1 Beer Alston returned two members to Parliament from

the reign ot Queen Elizabeth until it was disenfranchised by

the Reforr, Bill,

2 Charles Manners, fourth Duke of Rutland (1754-1787),

Lord-Lieu{enant of Ireland, 1784, until his death,
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behindhand with me. J must therefore press

this matter to your consideration as a circumstance

which would naturally, tend to the ease of my

administration, and which would add, I will

venture to say, credit and force to Government in

England.”! High praise indeed for a statesman

to bestow upon a stripling of :wenty-four. Though

Mornington was not given the Vice-Treasurer-

ship, it seems that he was promised something, for,

writing to Grenville* on January 26, 1785, he

mentioned that the. ok, President of the

Council had been & Juke of Leinster,

and said: “TI con ier as a distinct

breach with me, 2 eit was made) my

situation had not bee for in any degree.’’§

In 1786, howeve ointed him a Lord

of the Treasury. cceptance of this

office of profit un /he had to offer

himself for re-elec arliament. “ Lord

Beverley,” says Torrens, “ affronted with what he

deemed neglect of his political claims, refused to

return Mornington again for eer Alston, whereby

he was driven to seek for a seat in the less com-

pliant borough of Saltash.” 4 There was a contest,

1 Fortescue MSS. i. 241-2.

® William Wyndham Grenville (1759-1834), created Baron

Grenville 1790, had been Chief Secretary for Ireland,
1782-1783, and was now joint Paymaster-General. He was

Foreign Secretary 1791-1801, and tha head of the “ All the

Talents * Ministry, 1806-1807.

3 Fortescue MSS. i. 245.

4 Wellesley, 67.
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and Mornington was returned by a small majority,

only to be unscated on petition. For several

months he was not in Parliament, and then he

found a seat at Windsor, which constituency he

represerited until he went to India in 1796.

Thenceforth he took a prominent part in the

proceedings of the House, and in the debate in

February 1787, on the Treaty of Commerce with

France, rising after Burke, spoke with effect.

“Tt has been eloquently urged,” he said, “ that

whatever may b arclal merits of the

treaty, from a x zt prostrates the

majesty of this cx et of France, and

deposes Great Brite > throne of Europe.

I answer that the y of Great Britain

is her trade, and t f the commerce of

the world is the ht her ambition. I

say that the ir ngenuity of our

manufactures, the which these have

diffused through various channels, the substantial

foundation of capital on which they have placed

our trade—-capital which has this night been well

described as predominant and tyrant over the

trade of the whole world—all these, as they have

been our best consolation in defeat, are the most

promising sources of future victory; and that to

cultivate, to strengthen, and to augment these,

cannot be inconsistent with the glory of the

kingdom.” Mornington was again to the fore in

the Regency question of 1788. The King was ill,
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and apparently it would soon be necessary to

appoint a Regent. The Prince of Wales was the

natural selection, but he was on bad terms with

his mother, and openly opposed to the Govern-

ment. Pitt and his colleagues were, therefore,

anxious to postpone the matter as long as pos-

sible, but action had to be taken after Dr.

Warren stated, on November 26, that the

“physicians could now have no hesitation in

pronouncing that the actual disorder was that of

lunacy ; that ne x -tend to say that

this was or was that he saw no

immediate sympto y; and that the

King might never ‘on the other hand,

might recover at any * Fox then com-

plicated the issue : in the House of

Commons that, ‘ inion, His Royal

Highness the Pr has as clear, as

express a right to : reins of government

and exercise the powers of sovereignty during the

continuance of the King’s illness and incapacity

with which it has pleased God to afflict His

Majesty, as in the case of His Majesty having

undergone a natural and perfect demise.” The

contention was insupportable, and Pitt, supported

by Mornington, opposed it tooth and nail. In the

end a restricted Regency was agrecd upon, but

before it became effective the King recovered, and

on February 26 a bulletin announced “ the entire

cessation of His Majesty’s illness.” Earlier in the
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year Mornington had gone to Ireland, there from

his place in the House of Lords to oppose the

unrestricted Regency being granted as a matter of

right. This motion was, however, passed by the
Irish Parliament, and a deputation to the Prince

of Wales arrived in London—the day after the

King’s recovery.

Mornington was a staunch Liberal, and a

stalwart supporter of the various items in the

programme of the party. He believed in Free

Trade, and. opposed: ession to Protection ;

and he was whois th Wilberforce! in

his abhorrence of + He attacked

Dundas* when m P

proposed the gradu n of this commerce

in human beings, ¢ ecil 25 moved as an

amendment to D

Trade should cease”

two days later, the Fh ofCommons went into

committee on Dundas’ resolution, “That in the
opinion of this Committee, it shall not be lawful

to import any African negroes into any of the

British cclonies or plantations in ships owned or

navigated by British subjects, at any time after

1 William Wilberforce (1759-1833), philanthropist, the

Parliamentary leader of the party devoled to securing the

abolition of slavery. It was not until 1807 that a Bill with

this object received the Royal assent.

2 Henry Dundas (1742-1811), created Viscount Melville,

1802, a friend and colleague of Pitt, was at this time Home

Secretary, which office he held from 17gt to 1794, in which
year he became Secretary at War.

I C
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the first day of January 1800,” he protested in a

vigorous speech, in which he declared that,

“Every hour that this nefarious traffic was

allowed to be continued was a disgrace to Great

Britain.”

With the project for Parliamentary Reform

he was not, however, in sympathy, and on May

7, 1793, he addressed the Commons against a

motion moved by Charles Grey.’ “ Although

questions of great magnit je and importance have

engaged the atten the House since the

affairs of France hg

of deliberation, the

a topic leading te

furnishing such usef

soon effaced from +}

the country ; the &

every passage of ¢} ons with the most

direct application to: yresent question. It

will be pressed home to the recollection and to the

feeling of every British subject that a change in

the existing Government (the avowed object

of this motion) was the great revolutionary

machine, by the working cf which our enemies

trusted to reduce this happy people to the level

of their own miserable condition.” In later years,

sas reflections, and

s, has not been so

{ this House or of

is day must revive

1 Charles Grey (1764-1845), the eldest son of General

Charles Grey (1729-1807), who was created Baron in 1801

and Earlin 1806. Charles, second [arl Grey, was a supporter

of Parliamentary Reform. He was Foreign Secretary, 1806-7,

and Prime Minister, 1831-4.
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however, Mornington approved and supported

the Reform Bill.

Mornington, who had been a member of the

Irish Privy Council since 1785, was on June 21,

1793, sworn a member of the English Privy Council.

Seven days later he left the Treasury to become a

Commissioner of the Board of Control of the East

India Company’s affairs. Always interested in

India—-his maiden speech in the English House of

Commens had been on ren Hastings and the

conduct of the Re tke had now every

opportunity to ac nsive knowledge

of the Indian Emp: yuainted himself,”

wrote Pearce, his ¢ apher, “as far as

possible, with the d every fact bearing

upon the commer rnment, and the

laws of the count: i: the instinctive

sagacity of great ze

destiny and the possil gencies of Hindostan.

How thoroughly, and to what good end he devoted

himself to the study of Indian affairs, the future

was to show.

Mornington spoke regularly in the House of

Commons, and on January 21, 1794, delivered an

oration on the subject of the war with France.

William Windham declared that the Earl “ had

recipitulated the conduct of France in a manner

so masterly, so truc, and so alarming, as seriously

to fix the attention of the House and nation”;

$e]

1 Memoirs of Wellesley, 1. 59.
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but it is only fair to state that Sheridan subse-

quently recalled the occasion and spoke of the

oration in a very different tone: ‘‘ Exactly two

years ago, at the opening of the session,” he

remarked, “I remember to have seen the noble

Lord, with the same sonorous voice, the same

placid countenance, in the same attitude, leaning

gracefully upon the table, and giving an account,

from shreds and patches of Brissot, that the

French Republic would last but a few months

longer.’’ The trut ‘ba bt between these two

extremes, but th certainly praised

Mornington.

In spite of his

Control, he was sti

position and prosp

office was his due

pressed in the fi

to the Board of

1 satisfied with his

sught that higher

23 are clearly ex-

THE EARL OF MORNINGTON io HENRY ADDINGTON

May 3, 1794
I am very much afraid, from a variety of

circumstances, that Pitt has no idea of altering

my situation this year. I cannot tell you how

much mortified I am at that and other symptoms,

not of unkindness, but of (what perhaps I deserve)

decided preference to others. I have serious

thoughts of relinquishing the whole pursuit, and

becoming a spectator (not a very indifferent

one, as you may believe, either to the success

of the war, or to Pitt’s interest and honour),
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but I cannot bear to creep on in my present

position.’

In June Pitt coalesced with the Portland party,

and in the general shuffle of offices no higher post

was found for Mornington.

THE Ear. oF MORNINGTON fo HENRY ADDINGTON

Brighton: July 27, 1794

You seemed to wish to hear from me, and I

imagined that wish te arise chiefly from your

kind anxety to AP et anything passed

between Pitt and , town. Pitt sent

for me the day of and told me that

in settliny this tre Duke of Portland

and his supporters} asilively stipulated

that J should have hee (to be held with

the Privy Council} ld become vacant ;

and he further i hat the Duke of

Portland entered nto this arrange-

ment, ar.d said it we snable that I should

stand first for such a situation. This is, I own,

more than I expected, seeing myself wholly passed

over in the late changes, and having received no

explanation on the subject... . However, Iam

now satisfied that I was not entirely out of Pitt’s

mind, which was my principal apprehension,’

Mornington, on September 4, 1796, told

Addington that in consequence of the death of

Lord Mansfield,? he had written to Pitt merely to

1 Pellew: Life of Sidmouth, i, 123.

2 Dav.d Murray, second Earl of Mansfield, was President of

the Council. He died on September 1, 1796,
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express his hope that an opportunity might now

occur of promoting him. ‘“ My wish,” he said,

“undoubtedly would be to go to the House of

Lords ; but I have said no more to Pitt than what

I have mentioned above, thinking that it did not

become me to enter into any detail with him in this

stage of the business.” * Lord Mansficld, however,

was succeeded, not b gnington, but by Lord

Chatham.’

1 Pellew: Lrfe of Sidi

* John Pitt, second E

son of “ The Great Cami

Lord Privy Seal, z7

1796-1801 ; Master of ¢

mi (1756-1835), eldest

other of William Pitt;

sident of the Council,

rSor-1806,
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BOOK II

GOVERNOR-GENERAL OF INDIA

1797-1805

CHAPTER I

1797
Sir John Shore resigns the office of Governor-General

of India: Lord Hobart’s claims to succeed him

ignored: Lord Cornwallis appointed for the second

time Governor-General and Commander-in-Chief :

Mornington is offered, and accepts, ihe government

of Madras, with the reversion of Bengal: His

correspondence with the Marquess of Buckingham

concerning Lord Hobu rs: Lord Cornwallis

zoes to Ircland as © hief, and Morning-
ton is appoint meral of India:

Created Baron V ‘y in the peerage
of Great Britain : : Flis marriage:

His children: His accompany him,

Ik JOHN SHC

appointed &

succession ¢

in 1796 his intentic:

2 in 1793 had been

neral of India in

wallis,? announced

iat high office. It

1 Sir John Shore (77 5B fo India in 1768 as a
Writer in the East India Company’s Service, and, showing
industry and ability, rose to be a member of the Supreme
Council of Bengal, 1787. In 1792 he was created Baronet,

and in the following year was appointed Governor-General of

India. In the year of his return to England, 1798, he was
created Baron Teignmouth in the peerage of Ireland.

2 Charles Cornwallis, first Marquess and second Earl Corn-

wallis (1738-1805), entered the army in 1756, and served in
the American war. He was Governor-General and Com-

mander-in-Chief in India from 1786, and held office until 1793.

25

23251
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had generally been assumed that Lord Hobart,

Governor of Madras, would have been given the

supreme government, and indeed he had been

assured when he went to Madras that when a

vacancy occurred he would be transferred to

Bengal. Shore, however, had been selected be-

cause, it was said, he, as a civil servant of the

East India Company, had an intimate knowledge

of the revenue system. Hobart swallowed his

disappointment and remained at Madras, feeling

gétired he could not

this event took

of the Company

s for the second

Commander-in-Chief,

d terms with the

and an order for

place, however, th

appointed Lord

time Governor-Genet

Hobart, indeed, ¥

authorities in Lea

his recall was on India. Cornwallis

was sworn in on Pobruary 3x, 1797, and about

the same time Mornington was offered the govern-

ment of Madras, with the reversion of Bengal, an

offer he accepted only after he had obtained the

assurance that Hobart should receive a pension

* Lord Hobart (1760-1816), the eldest son of the third

Earl of Buckinghamshire, served from 1784 to 1788 as aide-

de-camp, and from 1789-1793 as Chief Secretary to the Viceroy

of Ireland. In 1794 he went to India ¢.s Governor of Madras,

He conducted an expedition against Malacca, and took part

in the war against Tipu Sultan. After his recall in 1798 he

was created Baron Hobart of Blickling. He succeeded to his

father’s title in 1804. From 1812 until his death he was

President of the Board of Control.
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and should be given a peerage during his father’s

lifetime.

THE MARQUESS OF BUCKINGHAM! to THE EARL OF

MORNINGTON

Stowe: April 16, 1797

The newspapers have informed me that you

have accepted the government of Madras with the

reversion of the Governor-General, I am very

glad for your sake that you have made up your

mind to this undertaking, as ] am sure that you

will discharge the fit with credit and

advantaze to the I was last in

town, I wished ta ed with you upon

this subject, but si ou did not begin

the conversation f <i that the whole

matter remained w 4t it when we last

talked upon it in kk of February, and

I was the more £ this by Mr. Pitt’s

constant. silence Wt ats which I have

pressed for explana ve to Hobart. But

as matters now stand I cannot but be eagerly

anxious to know whether you are informed of

any arrangement of the nature which I mentioned

to you as having been entertained by Mr. Pitt,

and which T have too much reason to know was

impeded (and, I believe, frustrated) by Mr. Dundas.

If there is on this subject any sccret which has

been entrusted to you, and which is meant to be

kept from me, I have not the smallest right or wish

1 Georze Nugent Temple Grenville, first Marquess of

Buckingham (1753-1813), second son of George Grenville,

succeeded his uncle as second Earl Temple, 1779; created

Marquess, 1734,
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to ask it; but if not, I should feel it as a kindness

if I was informed by you what you know respect-

ing the fate of one for whom we are so much

interested, and who has been so cruelly duped

by Mr. Dundas upon the subject of the Governor-

General; and if brought home in the way I fear

he will be most cruelly sacrificed by Government

to the despicable intrigue of the India House,

whom I understand to be adverse to him. Still,

I think Mr. Pitt will ultimately be brought to do

what is just and righ t to Lord Hobart, because

I cannot think so ifs as.to Imagine that he

will lend himself ystem. However,

as he will not exp Iam very uneasy

at the part which © motives of officious

friendship) taken in r. I do not know

arture, and my time

lear son (who was

f cannot come to

town; and if so, have little chance

of seeing you again: befereyou sail. If I had, I

should have pressed you to believe me most

affectionately anxious for your credit and honour,

and most earnest in wishing you every comfort

and happiness. The prospect of public affairs

is most gloomy everywhere, ancl perhaps the East

has (besides its share in the general ruin which is

now knocking at our gate in the shape of peace)

its particular and peculiar storm that is gathering,

and will probably be ready to burst by the time

you arrive. I know your abilities are formed to

carry you well through your difficulties; and if

the bonds of all civil society arg to be broken in

again worse yest
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Europe it may be hoped that they may exist in

Asia ; and at all events, it little matters how soon

the moment of trial comes, if the abject cowardice

or treachery of the people force upon Government

the sort of peace which Mr. Hammond? is sent to

negotiate, and which I hold to be a thousand

times mor dangerous than the most calamitous

war. In this moment I see but two glimmerings

of daylight: one is in the faint hope that the

Arch-Duke [Charles] may beat Buonaparte, the

other in the hope which I Seriously entertain that

the Emperor [of Austria} may have made his

separate peace befes nond arrives.

Adicu, my dea If we should not

meet, take with ances of a very

steady and very a: ricndship, and the

truest wishes for al can hope in your

undertaking.’

THE MARQUESS © to THE EARL OF

Stowe: April 23, 1797

Very many thanks and very sincere for the

trouble you have taken in writing a very long

letter upon the subject of Lord Hobart; and

though [ do not feel that a provision promised

for proposal in the month of May is paramount

to the immediate arrangement of Lord Hobart’s

concerns (as a part of Lord Cornwallis’

1 Georgie Hammond (1763-1853), Under Secretary of State

for Foreign Affairs from I7g2 until 1806,

2 Emperor Francis IT. (1768-1835).

3 Add. MSS. 37308 f. 35.
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appointment) which was originally held out by Mr.

Pitt and was afterwards negatived by Mr. Dundas ;

still, if Lord Guilford! and Mr. Sullivan? are

satisfied: liberavi animam meam; but in justice

to Mr. Pitt, I must observe that the idea of calling

our friend to the House of Pecrs immediately

and before Lord Cornwallis sailed was a measure

which he instantly acceded to as soon as I pro-

posed it ; and I trust that it will not be forgotten

or put by, nor that Lord Hobart will be called

upon to consider his a mediate peerage as a set-

off for the uncer May proposal, and

for the essential xis feelings in the

mode of grantin mn, which is cer-

tainly not given & palatable manner

as that which Mr. 13s disapproved. I

very much lament Pitt has not been

able, in the cours mths, to write and

say one word to atter, for it would

have saved me u ain, arising out of

Mr. Dundas’ lette: wilivan, and out of

the language of those who are supposed to speak

his sentiments at the House.

As to yourself, my dear Lord, you have done

(as you always will) most correctly towards every-

one ; and most wisely for yourself in your conduct

respecting the Governorship which you have

accepted. JI have nothing to add to the chapter of

affectionate wishes for you, but much to add

ce

* George Augustus North, third Earl of Guilford (1757-
1802), who had married Maria, sister of Lord Hobart.

2 John Sullivan (1749-183y), Under Secretary at War from

18o0r to 1805, who had married Henrietta, sister of Lord

Hobart.
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(whenever we meet) of request that you will

not forget one whose feelings, though dead to

every polizical object, are always most active to

those whom he loves and esteems.*

Lord Cornwallis, who was nearly sixty years

of age, was not desirous of going to India, and

when the situation in Ircland became desperate,

he gladly resigned his post to accept that of Lord-

Licutenant of Ireland. It was officially announced

i “that various cir-

"Marquess Cornwallis

nd that “ under

ns of a peculiar

Appointed Governor-

to resign his ap

circumstances and

nature,” Mornington:

General.

Tut EARL OF fo Tue Earu

fig weet: July 5, 1797

It is now become probable that I shall be sent

directly to the Government of Bengal, by which

arrangement the Government of Madras will be left

open. From some conversation which I had with

you a good while ago, 1 conjectured that you

might possibly be induced to turn your thoughts

to a high situation in India, and I know that if

1 Add. MSS. 37308 f. 38.

2? Henry Bathurst, third Earl Bathurst (1762-1834), a

Commissior.er of the Board of Control, 1793-1802. He

subsequent.y held high ministerial offices. He did not accept

the propos. made by Mornington in this letter. See ¢nfra,

Morningtor.’s letter, July 25.
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you could make up your mind to such an adven-

ture, the Government of Madras, with the suc-

cession to the Government-General upon my

quitting it, would be within your reach,

Without any authority from you I have taken

the liberty of suggesting such an arrangement

both to Dundas and Pitt ; if it should not coincide

with your views to look to this object, I am sure

you will pardon me for taking a step which has

proceeded from no other motives than my good

wishes towards you desire to have your

assistance in Indi conviction that

the public servic material advan-

tage from the exer talents.

The Governmen at present opens

a great field for hon ambition ; and with

that degree of mut ence and cordiality

which must alway:

you would find you

to the Supreme Ge The salary and

regular emoluments ‘5 amount to some-

thing between £18,000 and £20,000 a year, and

the expenses to about {10,000 at the outside.

The climate is perfectly good. Perhaps you will

quzz all this, and perhaps nothing could persuade

you to quit England for such an adventure; at

least believe that nothing but my regard and

esteem for you would have induced me to give

you or any other person on your account any

trouble in this business !*

1 Add. MSS. 37314 f. 5,
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THE MARQUESS OF BUCKINGHAM to THE EARL OF

MORNINGTON

Stowe: July 7, 1797

Mr. Sullivan yesterday sent me a letter which

he received from you upon the subject of Lord

Hobart. [ had written a very long letter to Mr.

Pitt upon the communication which you make in

it from Mr. Dundas to him, and I even proposed

to have come to town in order to have put it myself

into Mr. Pitt’s hands ; but as I found it extremely

difficilt to avoid the appearance of asperity,

though I labourec every sentiment of

that sort out of s of which I told

him it would be r e to send a copy

to Hobart, [ have, » most sensible to

the extreme delicacy i tuation, determined

to request you to Pitt’s hands the

copy of your lett ivan, and of this

letter, that he m of the extreme

pain with which i fricnds, who have

negotiated for his “heasurable return to this

country, have seen the conclusion of it, in a manner

and with circumstances so little corresponding

with what passed from Mr. Pitt to me and from

Mr. Dundas to Mr. Sullivan. The ground assumed

by all parties was that Lord Hobart’s succession

to Bengal must give way to the imperious cir-

cumstances which made it necessary to send to

that Government Lord Cornwallis, whose appoint-

ment spoke for itself, without imputing blame to

Lord Hobart. Mr. Pitt to me (and I believe

Mr. Dundas to Mr. Sullivan) admitted that for this

disappointment our friend, who went to India
I D
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under an express promise and even an appoint-

ment for Bengal (in which matter he conceived

he had been most cruelly treated), was entitled

to consideration ; and that for his services in the

Ceylon business he was entitled to reward. The

pecrage, a thing in his circumstances which could

only be considered as a mark of approbation,

met Mr. Pitt’s ideas, and he promised to discuss

the period for a company-pension with Mr. Dundas.

He probably remembers giving me a reason why

it might be wise to delay that arrangement from

considerations of i: House management ;

but the peerage w » lable to no such

difficulty, and app led in Mr. Pitt’s

mind for the day | nwallis’ embarka-

tion, Six months ! “over, in the course

of which Mr. Dund . Sullivan named

the month of May a in which he would

propose the pens ich he would, in

case of refusal in street, propose it

in Parliament on sm that moment,

you, as well as his othe suds, considered the

Government of Bengal open. But no step has

been taken upon it till a few days since, when you

were named to it, and Lord Hobart’s appoint-

ment revoked by your commission.

From these facts then it appears that he is

recalled, not by the temporary commission of

Lord Cornwallis, but by a permanent commission

of a person named to supersede him in Bengal ;

That this is done without the smallest intima-

tion respecting the peerage waich was to have

been given when Lord Cornwallis embarked ;
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That it is done without any defined or explained

period for the pension, though the engagement

for the month of May has not becn kept,and though

the chapter of Ceylon must make part of Lord

Malmesbury’s budget at Lisle ; but the whole of

peerage and of pension is left to a very vague assur-

ance (of which I have no doubt) of Mr. Pitt’s

intention, but referring the period to the very

uncertain cescription of “ when it may be possible

to execute them.” I say nothing upon the other

communication from Mr Dundas in your letter,

which states that Ji xt to write to Lord

Hobart upon the xts, save that I

fear that if Lord | this as strongly

as perhaps he may, f of his disappoint-

ment will not be soot ence which appears

very hostile to him.

My request is, thg

confidence to Mr. £

the difficulty of ye bul knowing that

you would not forgiv ras Capable of with-

holding from you the impressions of my mind upon

the entire new shape in which Lord Hobart’s

recall is presented to the public. I have no

dithiculty in stating all this to Mr. Pitt, because I

really am convinced that he has uniformly meant

and done tainly by Lord Hobart, and if he has

given ground to Mr. Sullivan and me to charge

him with unkindness to our fricnd, it is because

his attention has not lately been called to the

subject ; and I wish to state it through you because

your friendship to all parties relieves you from

much of the difficulty which would arise out of the

show this letter in

do most strongly
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delicacy of your situation. I write upon no other

matter, because I shall have time to write (and I

hope to see you) long before the day of your

pilgrimage begins.

PS. Mr. Pittis (I believe) aware of the commu-

nication held with the opponents to Mr. Dundas

in the East India House on the subject of this

pension, with Mr. Dundas’ approbation, and of

their assurances.

P.S. I trust to you to let me have a copy of

this letter if I should hereafter want one, for I

have no time to c shall certainly not

use it except ins Sullivan, who has

claims upon me.’

THE MARQUESS GF ‘am to THE EARL OF

M

we: July 18, 17907

sy a line from you,

because you will « at it is most essential

to our fricnd Le Wsart’s interests that

Mr. Pitt should be aware how much we conceive the
ground changed, and how much he suffers by the

disappointments consequent to these changes.

It is possible that you may decline engaging in

these concerns, or in the communication of my

letter to you of the 7th Juiy to Mr. Pitt; but in

that case I am persuaded you would (from per-

sonal considerations both to Lord Hobart and

me) inform me that you could not undertake it.

At all events, as I am personally committed with

Lord Hobart’s friends upon this matter, I will

1 Add. MSS. 377308 f. 48.

I have been ms
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beg you to let me know by the return of post

whether you have taken any step in consequence

of that letter, and what the result of that step

may be. And again I repeat, that if for any

reasons you feel a disinclination to state it to

Mr. Pitt, Thavenoclaim upon you that can distress

you: all that I want is to know your determina-

tion, that { may either communicate through some

other channel, or that I may take such other

steps as may be most expedient for my feelings

and for Lord Hobart’s interests. I likewise wish

for a line to tell me yauesmnovements, for I hope

we shall mect befat mage begins.

PS. I unders ‘e to have seen

Mr. Sullivan last have not heard

from him, and I 4 e till I have heard

from you.

i EARL BATHURST

4: July 25, 1797
I felt very sensib 4 manner in which

you received my suggestions respecting the Govern-

ment of Madras ; I most sincerely wish, on every

account, that you could have reconciled the under-

taking to your feelings, but I cannot blame the

grounds of your refusal... .

I should be very happy to attend to your

recommendation of Major Blackwell, if I had not

thought it a poimt of indispensable necessity to

avoid all appointments and engagements until

my arrival in India. I have observed this rule

so rigorously that I do not mean to take any

1 Add. MSS. 37308 f. 49.

THE EARL oF Mor
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person to India with me (my servants excepted)

but my brother Henry,’ now at Lille with Lord

Malmesbury. If I should ‘ind Major Blackwell

in India, your recommendation will render me

anxious to show him every mark of attention and

civility ; until my arrival at Calcutta it would be

quite inconsistent with my plan to say more.

Whenever you come to Tondon, you will hear

of me in Park Lane, and a letter from you will

bring me to town to mect you. I mean to sail

the first week in September?

THE DUKE oF ' ‘THE EARL OF

October 5, 1797

aint your Lordship

g's commands to

for his Royal

I have the honou

that I have reccivé

order a warrant t

signature for creat » Baron of Great

Britain. I therefore: s<vour Lordship will

send me, as soon as possible, the title you may fix

upon, that I may be enabled to fulfil the gracious

intentions of His Majesty.*

I beg leave to congratulave your Lordship upon

this distinguished mark of lis Majesty’s favour.*

1 The Hon. Henry Wellesley we it to India as Mornington’s

private secretary.

2 Add. MSS. 37314 f. 2

3 Mornington selected the title of Baron Wellesley, of

Wellesley, Somerset.

4 Add. MSS. 37308 £. 51.
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WILLIAM WILBERFORCE to THE EARL OF

MORNINGTON

Bath: October 9, 1797

As I fear you will have set sail before my return

to London, which will hardly be till a very few

days befcre the mecting of Parliament, I must

now take up my pen just to bid you a cordial

farewell. May you enjoy the guidance and pro-

tection of Heaven in the very important station

which you will fill; and may you return with a

good conscience, 4 k of honour, and an

uninjured stock i can be of any

service or comfor $ country, it will

give me pleasure. good attend you."

THE MARQUESS OF | 4m to THE EARL OF

October 11, 1797

I am scrry to fine brother that I have

no chance of being : ure you personally

before you sail for India of the aficctionate interest

T take in your credit and happiness. I was in

hopes that by some chance we might have met,

but as it is now impossible, receive, I beg you,

my warmest wishes for your health and success.

I could lave wished very particularly for your

sake that you could have carried with you, for

the relicf of the uneasy moments of your long

voyage, more cheerful reflections on the present

state of Iuropean politics; but it is impossible

to speculate, and hardly possible to hope where

1 Add. MSS, 37805 f. 55.
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every measure that has been judged expedient

by ministers, whether of war or of negotiation,

has failed. It is, however, matter of real consola-

tion in such a moment that the government of

the most valuable part of our dominions will be

in hands so safe, and that we shall be relieved

from the fear of seeing India by mismanagement

and intrigue thrown into the throes of revolt of

the most dangerous nature. If the war should

continue, much may be done against Spain from

that quarter ; on this subject you have doubtless

thought much, but I

that the difficul

on that head have

exaggerated, and t}

attempt to shake

shore of his America

than on the eastern

information on thi

of the buccaneers,

spirit of private adver :

might be very usefully red from India to the

most important objects on the coast of Peru.

[ am not going to solicit any job, but I have

been much pressed to request you to permit

some one of your suite to take charge of the

enclosed letter, and to recommend the lad to

your notice. He is son to dear Warburton, and

has been remarkably well educated in the know-

ledge of the Persian and Hindoo languages, and

is well spoken of.

P.S. Many congratulations on your peerage. ?

1 Add. MSS, 37308 f. 57.

‘norantly and idly

des of a successful
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Mornington sailed for India on November 7,

1797, accompanied by his brother Henry, whom

he had appointed his private secretary. His

private life had been irregular, and some of his

friends were much troubled about it. ‘I have

received from Mornington a most affectionate

letter upon his appointment [as a Lord of the

Treasury], Lord Buckingham wrote to Grenville

in August 1786, ‘‘ which has enabled me to answer

him with much advice as to his future exertions,

and with some : é to the necessity of

reconciling his dor public character

which we both wk "' He was then

living with Made: acinthe Gabrielle

Roland, a young L vhom it has been

written that she hag a particularly well

brought up, and th; ations were unlike

those of her lover, She was possessed

of wit and beaut, ‘bere him several

children---Richard,*® Henry,‘ Gerald, Anne,® and

l Fortescue MSS. i. 265,

2 Torrens: Wellesley, ror.

3 Richard Wellesley, politician, entered Parliament in 1810.

He held office under different Governments,

4 Henry Wellesley (1791-1860), was educated at Christ

Church, Oxford, and in 1816 was entered at Lincoln's Inn, but

subsequently abandoned his legal studies and took holy orders.

In 1842 he was vice-president of New Inn Hall, Oxford, and

from 1847 Principal. THe was an accomplished scholar and

a diligent archeologist.

5 Anne Wellesley married, in 1806, Sir William Abdy (1779-

1868), seventh and last baronet of Felix Hall, Essex. She

was divorced in 1816, The circumstances leading up to the

divorce are narrated in full in the Wellesley Papers in the

British Museum.
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Mary Hyacinthe’—and to those children he was

devoted.

Tue Eart or Mornincton fo Lorp GRENVILLE

Naples: January 18, 1791

Although I have troubled you with a most

unreasonably long letter so lately, I cannot delay

my answer to your letter of the 23rd December,

which gave me such sincere heartfelt satisfaction

as I scarcely ever received frora any event in my

life. After so long and.sg intimate a friendship

IT could not be y instance of the

goodness of your e warmth of your

regard for me, but sossible to take any

method of provin ich could affect me

so deeply as your vi tittle children. For

many obvious reas never mentioned

them to you, alth ht it my duty to

them to name yo" heir guardians in

my will, I have « uni reason to know

that you would not ni, otfice troublesome,

if it should happen to devolve on you. I never

can forget either the manner or the time you have

chosen to set my mind at ease on a subject suffici-

ently anxious from its own nature, and (I am sorry

to add) rendered much more 30 by the conduct of

my brother Pole, who has never even seen three of

my children. After the interest you have taken

in their situation I ought not to conceal from you

a circumstance which makes it so much more

&

1 Mary Hyacinthe Wellesley (d. 1849) married, in 18r2,
Edward John Littleton, of Teddersley Park, Stafford (1791-

1864), who in 1835 was created Baron Hatherton,
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delicate, but I am sure you will not allow this

communication to go any further. I leave you to

judge with what pain I left them in the state of

health which forced me to leave England, when

my brother never mentioned them to me at my

departure ; and although I have had the good

fortune, ina great measure, to recover my health,

which has diminished in some degree the anxiety

I felt on their account, it is too painful to me to

know that he has never been near them during

my absence. However you may lament a con-

duct so unfeeling, a {d) so ungrateful,

it must be a ple a heart as yours

to be acquainted

ness you have done

that the disagreeably

of the person whe 1

tector of these ch

to any attention

will easily perceive

tance of the neglect

turally be the pro-

additional value

ends. Whatever

may have been th h produced these

little children, I arr uve too much real

feeling not to agree with me that they are a charge
as dear ard as sacred as if they had been born under

the most solemn engagement.'

On November 29, 1794, Mornington married

Mademoiselle Roland, and the ceremony, we are

told, was graced by a few of his political friends.

He thought it best under the circumstances not

to take her with him to India, but he commended

her and the children to the care of his friends.

1 Fortescue MSS. ii. 18.
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THE EARL OF MoRNINGTON fo LorD AUCKLAND!

Funchal, Island of Madeira

November 25, 1797

I am anxious to take the earliest opportunity

of acknowledging the several kind notes which

I had the pleasure of receiving from you during

the hurry, or rather the agony, of my last moments

in England. Pray believe that I am deeply

sensible of your friendly attentions to me and to

Lady Mornington, and that I shall always remem-

ber your amiable fe ara z.avith those sentiments of

admiration and < test which must be

raised in the mint son who has the

happiness of bein nio your society.

Your kindness te 1. gton will occasion

no trouble to you r good nature and

obliging dispositicn, ait be invaluable to

her and to me under affliction.’

Mornington miss¢ , and before he had

been in India a year €dsher to come out to

him,’ but, in the end, wrot: 2 to Grenville: “I
have determined not to send for Lady Morning-

ton; the voyage, the climate, might injure her

health, and it is my duty not to separate her

from her children.”’ ‘

1 William Eden, first Baron Auckland (1744-1814), states-

man and diplomatist, joint Postmaster-General, 1798-1804,

President of the Board of Trade, 1806-1807.

® Correspondence of Lord Auckland iii. 384.

5 See infra p. 81, Mornington to Grenville, November 18,

1708.

* Fortescue MSS. v. 268. Mornington to Grenville, August

9, 1799.



CHAPTER II

1798-1805

The state of India: Mornington’s contidence : News

from t ome: European politics : The state of England :

Unres: in Ircland : Lord Hobart on his recall : The

Trish disturbances : Lord Hawkesbury on the Union :

The tattle of the Nile : Mornington on his work :

Ireland and the Union : Bathurst on affairs: Letters

from Wilberforce and Lord Auckland: England

Qourishing : The Union : Mornington and the Mysore

Campaign : Created Marquess Wellesley : His

mortincation + Congratulation and sympathy

Activ.ty in India : Friction with the Company :

Pitt's resignation : Addington’ s Ministry : Prosperity

at home : Wellesley’s 4 in Tndia : His success :

He is urged to contigs? reaty of Amiens :

The Government’: iis work: Assaye:

Wellesley’s high- ¢ with Holkar :

A letver from his 4 es to retire : The

ivnominious tyrayn uf Sirect : A vote

of cer sure : Wellesley

ORNINGTO { at the Cape of

Good t& bruary, 1798, and

there “Lord Hobart, on

his way home, who » to give him the

latest nows of India.’ "He ils found there Major

Wiliam Kirkpatrick, who had been resident at

Haiderabad until the previous year, when he had

been invalided. Mornington was greatly impressed

with him, and took him to India as his military

secretary, in which position he proved himself

invaluadle until 1801, when, his health giving way,

he had to return to England. Such information
45
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as was obtainable at Cape Town made it

abundantly clear to the new Governor-General

that he had taken the reins at a very critical

moment. The conquest and pacification of various

states was the task that lay before him. He had,

in fact, to carry further the work of his great pre-

decessor, Warren Hastings. Possessed of illimit-

able confidence in himself, he spared neither

labour nor thought, and faced every difficulty

with a calm determination to overcome it. A

crushing defeat had. xrstzg2 been inflicted upon

Tipu, the Sulta Cornwallis. He

was shorn of haii is, and mulcted of

between three and of treasure. Under

the non-interventic of Shore, Tipu had

quickly increased his “h he placed under

French officers. in active negotia-

tion for the supp rench. Indeed, so

far had he progres > negotiations that

on the day that | vi reached Madras,

April 26, 1798, a body of French troops landed

at Mangalore. Again, in spite of quarrels amongst

themselves, the Maratha States were at one in

their desire to rid themselves of the English.

The Nizam of Haiderabad, tos, who was bound

by treaty to have no relation with France, had

in 1798 not less than 14,000 troops trained by

French officers. There was, further, good reason

to believe that at the first favourable moment

that presented itself an attack on Delhi would
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be made by Zaman Shah, the Afghan leader. It

was to these vital matters that Mornington at

once addressed himself, and he began to prepare

the ground for negotiations and, if need be, for

offensive operations.

The records of his rule will be found in the well-

known Despatches, but a sclection from his

unofficial correspondence with his relatives and

friends may here be inserted.

THE Fart Baruurss. fo Tur EArt oF

january 3, 1798

x your letter from

that you have per-

reckoned the most

most unpleasant

auly.

IT am much oblig

Funchal, and am vi

formed what is g

uncertain, and, th

part of your voyag

I understood fr¢ fornington that she

kept the newspapers: send them to you.

You will, therefore, there sce the account of the

measure which Pitt has brought forward, and

which will be read the third time to-day in the

House of Commons.' The clamour raised against

it in London (the country throughout has been

+ Pitt’s budget, which was introduced on November 24

1797, Was very unpopular. Ue had a deficit of £19,000,000,

the result of the expenses of the war, which he proposed to

cover by borrowimg (12,000,000, and raising £7,000,000 by

trebling the assessect taxcs. When the King and Queen went

in state to Si. Paul’s on December 1g to give thanks for the

naval victories won by Howe, St. Vincent, and Duncan, Pitt,

on the way t» the city, was hooted by the mob, and on the

return journey was escorted by a troop of horse.



48 THE WELLESLEY PAPERS [1798-

more quiet) was more violent and more general

than any I ever knew. It was at the height the

week when the King was to go to St. Paul’s,

with which also everybody was angry, as ill-timed

and absurd, so that I thought everything unplea-

sant was to be expected on that day. But the

extraordinary care which was taken to prevent

disturbances by lining the streets from Bucking-

ham House to St. Paul’s with troops, the good

disposition of the people at the bottom, however

angry they might be with the tax, the almost

miraculous fineness fay, Which was like

one in summer, 4

constant fogs or ¢

with a famous spr

which, with declari

the tax, he also dec

hazard of persisting

the King was wor

had many more than hisses. His

entry at St. Paul’: avourable that an

Opposition man said it was too bad, and went

away in a passion. Since that day things have

gone on much better. [ arn afraid the modifica-

tions will reduce the produce of the tax very

materially, and it certainly will be felt too severely

not to occasion much discontent.

The fortunate policy of the Duke of Dorset?

will enable Pitt to make an arrangement by which

Lord Auckland will be Postmaster in the room

1 John Frederick Sackville, third Duke of Dorset (1745-

1799), Ambassador-Extraordinary to France, 1783-1789, and

Lord Steward of the Household from 1789 until February

1798, when he retired.

ceded it, together

the day before, in

ntion of modifying

jetermination at all

such an effect that

received, and Pitt
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of Lord Chesterfield, who is to be Master of the

Horse. Lord Westmorland succeeds the Duke of

Dorset.

You will know before you receive this letter

that Lord Clive’ goes to Madras, and Frederick

North? to Ceylon. The last appointment has

something which looks like a job, and not a good

one for him, as the climate is not supposed to be

good. Lord Guilford continues ill, although all

immediate danger is at an end, so our old friend

Frank North? has a chance of becoming an here-

ditary Counsellor of 5

There is a ver

from Barbadoes

Camelford* is re

sailor, and that ti ry much exasper-

ated against him, his trial. There

are no accounts §& the family which

confirm it, nor he * India merchants

received any Ictte ntion it. [I am in

hopes that the affai ar to be very much

exaggerated. It ailects ‘por Lady Grenville very

much. I dincd New Year’s day with Ph, Metcalfe,

who was greater than usual: Vipevino il Grenadino

the Veritable, a glass of the twelve Apostles, a

Boar’s Head el magnifico, Dutch Herrings, a dainty

account received

in which Lord

having killed a

1 Edward Clive, second Baron Clive (1754-1839), eldest son

of Robert, first Garon Clive; was Governor of Madras, 1798-

1803. He was created Earl of Powis, 1804.

2 Frederick North (1760-1827), younger son of Frederick,

second Earl of Guilford, was Governor of Ceylon, 1798-1805.

He succeeded his brother as (fifth) Karl of Guilford, 1817.

2 Francis North, fourth Earl of Guilford (1761-1817).

4 Thomas Pitt, second Baron Camelford (1775-1804), naval

officer.

I E
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given by Hope, and some Constantia Capitalis-

simo.

Lady Mornington was so good as to let your

eldest boy dine with us yesterday, and we went

to the new harlequin farce. I never saw a better

behaved boy, so steady, and so quick at under-

standing what was going on. I hope to see him

again before he goes to school. He brought me

Lady Mornington’s messages that she had an

opportunity of sending letters to India to-morrow,

which [I have] therefore availed myself of [this}

morning by writing. avery stupid letter to you.

1 shall be impa o£ your arrival in

Bengal, and th there does not

disagree with you,’

Lorp AUCKLAND RE OF MORNINGTON

vd: April 22, 1798

It is a formidat I am, however,

determined to w ‘tter to you, and I

have sent a circu Speaker, Mr. Pitt,

Mr. Wilberforce, and Mr, Canning, to exhort them

to do the same. If my summons should produce

anything, I will send it under this cover.

I call it a formidable enterprise, for the objects

which present themselves are so multitudinous,

so large, and at the same time so unsettled, that

I am at a loss in what order to take them.

First, as to the great politics of the European

continent. The Jacobin Directoire is at this hour

apparently more powerful and more consolidated

than when you left us in October, Switzerland

1 Add. MSS. 37308 f. 80.
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and the papal territories have been overrun and

revolutionised. Naples and Florence are menaced ;

Holland is subjugated more than ever; great

demands cf concessions both to the right and left

of the Rhine are making at Rastadt*?; immense

preparations are making to invade both Ireland

and Great Britain. Both the Parisians and the

French provinces, and the new conquests, submit

to the will and pleasure of their war kings without

a murmur, and there are no longer complaints

of the want of moncy or of the prevalence of fac-

tions, or of any difher: f real or imaginary.

On the other handy forious that, both

in France and in t i countries, there

exists a peneral i the pretended

Republican Governn 4 oxtreme impati-

ence under the hard: aiseries which that

Government has } ud we know that

the Courts of Vic many are at last

awakencd to the dan ‘they have brought

upon themselves, a: : « whole system of

civilisation. We are not without hopes that every

post may bring an account of the rupture of the

Congress and Conferences at Rastadt, and of

some joint declaration on the part of Austria,

Prussia, and Russia, to abide all the consequences,

and to oppose themselves to any French preten-

sions tending to affect cither the integrity of the

Empire or the independence of Italy. Secret

overtures are even made to us to know whether

1 A congress of the European Powers assembled at Ras-

tadt, Baden, in December, 1797, to treat of a general peace,

and negotiations to this end were carried on during the follow-

ing year,

eas
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eventually we would give pecuniary aid in support

of such an explosion. My’ belief respecting it is,

that if it were fairly and completely to take place,

the whole colossus of the French Power would

speedily and suddenly fall tc pieces. In the mean-

time, however, the experience which we have

purchased (at no small price) decides us to rely

on our own strength and resources, and though we

would again draw our purse-strings to pay for

any effective co-operation unequivocally rendered,

we are proceeding on the more certain ground of

arming the country,,.b! ling the French ports,

and preparing to r&é sion with success,

at the same time ] force may be

expected to baffle < to approach our

coasts. Admiral On: ‘kades Holland and

the Northern Seas. [ sort ® is at the north

of the Channel or of . fourteen or sixteen

ships. We have : om actually in the

mouth of the Seit Vincent covers

the coast of Spain ; % artis * has a squad-

ron of ten ships of the line off Cork.

I next turn to the interior of the two kingdoms.

With respect to this good old island, I can say with

extreme pleasure and confidence that I never have

seen it so rightly disposed in any period of this

perilous hour. The genera) spirit and principles

* Sir Richard Onslow, first baronet (1741- 1817), Admiral,

created baronet for his services at Camperdown, 1797.

2 Alexander Hood, Baron Bridport (1727-1814), Admiral,

Commander of the Channel Fleet, 1797-1800. He was created

Viscount Bridport, r8or.

% Sir Roger Curtis (1746-1816), Admiral, joined the fleet at

Cadiz under Lord St. Vincent, 1748; Commander-i -in-Chief at
the Cape of Good Hope, 1799.
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of the people are excellent. There certainly

exist in London, Manchester, and other places,

clubs and secret societies of men collected and

affiliated as ‘ United English ” on grounds of the

wildest and bloodiest democracy. But they are

few in number, and composed of the refuse of

mankind. In other respects the country is at

least as prosperous as when you left it. The

commercie] returns are higher than ever. The

produce of the old taxes for the year ending the

5th April, 1798, is near £400,000 higher than for the

year ending the 1797. The whole

produce of the ributions (which

at present amour ¥,350,000, and to

which, by-the-by: india Settlements

ought to subscribe} al asa measure of

supply, but most ess mportant as a testi-

mony of right f ~ national spirit.

Mr. Pitt is this we yard his new loan

of £17,000,000 (inc teland), and I have

strong reasons to fe: ewe shall have it at

48 in 3 per cents., being better terms than in the

preceding year. Money abounds, though the bank

continues, wisely, to be precluded from paying

in cash; ancl bullion stil flows in from the Con-

tinent under a rate of exchange even rather more

favourable than when you left us. Great military

preparations are making in every part of the

country, and with alacrity and universal checrful-

ness. I privately incline to beheve that these

preparations are superfluous, and that the French

will never make the attempt, except in small

numbers, to agitate us and to inflame our enemies.
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At all events, it is right to be most fully prepared.

I will enclose to you the Travel Gazettes for the last

month. From the return of that despotism the

newspapers are jejune and uninteresting ; how-

ever, you will be able to collect from the perusal

many notions beyond what I can convey.

In our Parliament we are also doing well. I

will send to you eight or ten of the last numbers

of the Parliamentary Debates as published by

Woodfall, because I do not know with certainty

whether you have ordered them. Mr. Fox con-

tinues to be a secede «the Opposition peers

have followed his Spencer is grown

tired of the spade © forward with a

declaration that, ¢ ; claims to punish

Ministers hereafter, vw give to them an

unequivocal support rue that he accom-

panied that declar arediately dividing

the House again: , and the division

was in the proporth to 190. We have

taken and imprisoné batches of traitors,

and they will be brought to trial. O’Connor and

Co. are to be tried on the 31st, at Maidstone, and

it is confidently supposed that some of them will

be convicted.’ [ ought not to close the account

of this country without adding that the King

is in perfect health and in cheerful, steady spirits.

1 Arthur O'Connor, a priest named O’Coighly, and three

others were arrested at Margate while on their way to France.

O’Coighly was convicted and hanged, but O’Connor and the

others were acquitted. Fox, Sheridan, and others bore

witness to O’Connor’s character and principles. O’Connor

was subsequently arrested on another charge, and gave

evidence as to the conspiracy. See infra p. 65.
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Mr. Pitt is also particularly well. I see him con-

stantly, either in Downing Strect or at Holwood.

You know that (excepting perhaps during the

naval mutiny) he never has inclined to despondency

or even to serious discouragement. At present

he entertains strong hopes that all will somehow

end well. Our pecuniary resources are grievously

stretched. There is no other part of our position

that materially alarms me, for if we can maintain

the contest France must give way, and she cannot

now give way by halves; there remains no com-

promise for her. | dadd one word as to

this great Metropé d-humoured and

gay; the theatres * villiant and more

crowded than ever, re great balls and

suppers for 300 cr 4 every night in the

week.

So much for En wish that I could

speak in a simila

The situation the

critical than when ya And at one period

we were (privately) apprehensive that every post

might bring to us accounts of some general

insurrection and massacre. In the midst of

1 Ireland, in the spting of 1797, was in a turbulent state,

and Ulster was in almost open revolt. It is a curious contrast

with Ulst2r’s present protest against Home Rule that, as Mr,

T. D’Arev McGee says in his History of Ireland, “ the Presby-

terian body were in the beginning all but unanimous for a

republican revolution ’’ as an alternative to the threatened

Union with england. The Government took strong measures,

and crushed the conspiracy in Ulster. Later in the year the

news that Napoleon was preparing ‘the army of England”

fomented the spirit of rebellion. In March, 1798, a plan was

made to seize Dublin Castle, whereupon the city was placed

under martial law.
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that crisis Sir Ralph Abercromby! published a

wretched military order calculated (unintention-

ally) to disgust the army and to give spirit to the

insurgents. The animadversions on his conduct

obliged him to resign, but, the storm thickening

before his resignation could be accepted, bitter

proclamations were issued, and he is now actively

employed in disarming the Irish. I will enclose

his last proclamation. It is ill-written, with

truisms, platitudes, and a disregard of the gram-

matical rules of reference proximo antecedenti, but

the sense and meanin ood, and in the mean-

time his new sys jally aided by the

arrival of our fle 1 dispirits the in-

surgents, who have rances from France

that a French arms before the end of

the present month. iat Lady Mornington

will have sent to .Clare’s speech? It

was a notable pert is well worth your

perusal, even at Stance both of time

and space. The Ox s, as they are called

in Ireland, are growing tiumcrous (above 30,000),

and are most inveterate against the United Irish.

They are a dangerous species of ally ; however, to

a certain degree it is necessary to use them, I

1 Sir Ralph Abercromby (1734-18c1), General, appointed

Commander-in-Chief of the Forcesin Iveland, December, 1797.

On February 26, 1798, he issued a zeneral order that the

militia, owing to their want of discipline, were far more

dangerous to their friends than to their enemies.

® John Fitzgibbon, Earl of Clare (1749-1802), appointed in

1789 Lord Chancellor of Ireland. The speech to which

reference is made was that delivered by him (and subsequently

printed) on February 19, 1798, in the Flouse of Lords in reply

to Lord Moira’s attack on the Govemment for its coercive

policy in Ireland.

oa
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enclose to you their last handbill, which will show

their spirit and principles. I received to-day the

account of the Irish Assizes, in the course of which

near 100 persons have been sentenced to death,

and must be executed for assassinations, treason-

able oaths. etc., etc., etc. ; among the rest twelve

men for the murder of Colonel St. George. I

wish that [ could have given to you a less gloomy

account of Ireland.

In speaking of France I ought to have added that

her position with respeet to the American States

approaches very neat estate of war, and the

American vessels y under British

convoy. Hlambur illied into a loan

of 4,000,000 livres: of Denmark and

Sweden are taken } nch privateers ; in

short, it is become a general rapine and

piracy, resisted or miness and energy

and resources of ¢

I think that our 7 additional assessed

taxes was in consid paration before you

left us. It was materially injured by the exceptions
and modifications which Mr. Pitt thought it

prudent to admit, and [ greatly doubt whether

it will produce more than four or five millions

a year (we assessed it to produce seven millions).

You had also heard some discussions of the Land

Tax project. I have no doubt that we shall

carry it into effect, and that it will gradually

become important as a measure of finance. I

enclose the last amended copy of the resolutions.

With respect to the small consideration of

offices andl general politics, I do not recollect that
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anything has occurred since your departure,

except the arrangement which sent me’ to the

Post Office in consequence of putting Lord West-

morland to the Privy Seal, «nd Lord Chesterfield

to the Mastership of the Elorse. The Duke of

Dorset continues entirely without understudies,

and must, I suppose, at last be removed. The

Cabinet, so far as I can learn, acts together “ at

present” with sufficient cheerfulness and cordiality.

Mr. Wickham,’ as Under-Secretary of State, was

a great addition to the Duke of Portland’s office.

That office has amplecemployment in watching

the police of the spiring societies,

and the Jacobin ¢

I had the pleasu

good health yeste

with all the children

Lane this mornit

son Richard has ;

evening with my ¢

Lady Auckland a

most kindly mentior

{ have now written one complete hour and a
half by candlelight. Neither my eyes nor my

fingers are equal to the writing more, though

subjects in abundance present themselves. I

have some fear that my scrawl, which has been

rapid, will be nearly legible but I will not abuse

it ; you must decipher it if so disposed.

Y understood from Lady Mornington that The

ady Mornington in

fas at the balcony

drove through Park

and to-day your

;, and passed the

vughter desire to be

1 William Wickham (2761-1840), Under Secretary for the

Home Department, 1798-1802; Chief Secretary for Ireland,

1802-1804.
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Anti-Jacobin is regularly forwarded to you. It

is very good, and vires acquirit eundo. The sale

is now not less than 2,300 a weck.

P.S. My circular letter has not been unpro-

ductive. I am enabled to give some weight and

value te my packet by the enclosed letters

from Mr. Pitt, the Speaker, Lord Carrington, and

Mr. Gerald Wellesley. I understood, too, from

your son Richard, that in addition to Lady

Mornington’s journal you will have missives

from all the children, and three pages on long

paper from him. Su ivals at such a dis-

tance must be a gg

I hope to find ¢

month. Europe s

given to you vag

for thinking that ti:

tragical drama will

we rust expect

agitations, and to

the most severe hu

has ever undergone.

So once more with all possible good wishes I

heartily bid you farewell. '

- again in about a

it its crisis, I have

nerally my reasons

ievt of this long and

unfavourable. Still,

to be subject to

of the waves after

at the moral world

Lord AUCKLAND fo Ture IfARL oF MORNINGTON

Eden Farm: July 19, 1798

T write a few lines on the small and thin paper

to which I am restricted, and with doubts at the

same time whether Lady Mornington will have

it in her power to forward my letter by one of the

overland conveyances. At present I shall touch

1 Add. MSS. 37308 £132.
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superficially on all the great points which most

interest you. T understand that Lady Mornington

and your children are all in perfect health. I

have recently scen Lady Mcrnington, Dowager,

and Lady Anne, and your brether Gerald, and Mr.

Pole is in Ireland serving with great energy and

distinguished credit. The King is in the most

perfect health. Mr. Pitt has been much indisposed,

and I was discouraged from writing to you in the

latter end of May, for really at that period I

thought him in a most precarious state of health.

IT saw more of him than anybody. I

also saw his physi 1 Farquhar, who

is accustomed to t e with me; and

in short I saw and e than enough to

give me very scricu ¥ him. His powers

of digestion were g¢ ada sort of habitual

sickness and retchi & joss of appetite.

Fortunately he fel ‘al nature of his

own situation, Faré vim very tractable.

He retired from Parlis usiness, fixed him-:

self to frequent ligh regular nourishment,

avoided all bustle, and by degrees is so much

recovered, Sir William now looks with confidence

to his being soon in better licalth than he ever

had. 1 have dwelt on this point as being most

essential both to your persona! affections and to

your public anxieties.

Next as to this good old isiand. Her loyalty,

steadiness, and general energy are even greater

and more conspicuous than at the period of your

departure. The session was the most remarkable

for great, difficult, and important measures that I
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ever remember. The commerce and revenue are

more flourishing. The latter, for the quarter-

credit the fifth of this month, was £5,380,000 and

the services were £5,390,000,

T wish { could speak in the same way of Ireland.

IT can onlv say that though the scenes of desolation

there have been terrible, the rebellion may be

considered as subdued. [t is, however, only put

down by force. Rufflanism, ferocity, and Jacob-

inism in all its worst forms are still prevalent,

though kept down: and what we are to do, or

what we can do, that lo good, I really can-

not say, but the s ring much serious

attention.

The French R

though not quite s¢

prospect of pacifier!

Directoire is revel

Buonaparte’s exp

marred by Nelso:

wicked as ever,

i here is no apparent

the contrary, the

verywhere, and if

eypt| has not been

“hope cvery day to

hear) he is before on his road from

Alexandria to Suez, and hopes at last to return

your compliments at Calcutta. You will see in

No, 34. of The Anti-Jacobin a most excellent letter

from him in ridicule of his wild expedition. It

was written by Lord Frederick Eden (as were

some others of the best papers), and we are all

rendering full justice to Lord Frederick’s talents. *

Lorp AUCKLAND to True Eart oF MORNINGTON

Eden arm: August 8, 1798

According to the last accounts from Germany,

1 Add. MSS, 37308 £. 154.
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the conferences at Rastadt were entirely broken

off, the French agents were gone back to Paris,

and the Comte de Courzel tc Vienna; and it was

supposed that the latter would be sent immediately

to his old station at Petersburg, leaving Metternich

in the repossession of the Austrian Government.

The ostensible cause of the Rastadt separation was

the refusal of the Court of Vicnna to give any

satisfaction for the pretended insult to Bernadotte,*

but it is understood to be the policy of both parties,

on adverse reasonings, to suspend the pacification

without renewing + 2 the meantime the

Austrian armies < ) great strength,

and a negotiation® ard between the

Emperor and the & sia towards estab-

lishing a concert agai , but the wretched

and selfish politics < still prevail to the

detriment of everyit owever, the French

are kept in an [ac on all the frontiers

of Germany and @ land. In Pied-

mont they are paratied nd they are revolu-

tionising Turin. The Emper or of Russia sequesters
French property and shipping, and has furnished

us with a squadron which is of some utility towards

our system of European blockade ; but in other

respects he does nothing towards the common

cause, and the Courts of Denmark and Stockholm

continue ina state of nullity. The North American

States are as nearly as may be ira state of hostility

with the French Republic, and have passed some

very dignified and vigorous resolutions, and their

1 Jean Baptiste Jules Bernadotte (1764-1844), afterwards

Charles XIV. of Sweden.
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communications with us are very friendly. Spain

remains blockaded, and Portugal m her helpless

way is steady.

Our naval history is more brilliant than ever.

The blockade of the whole of the opposite coasts

from Hamburg to Gibraltar is kept up; when

any small vessel of the enemy puts out to sea

it is soon taken. Our mercantile shipping suffers

no losses. All our fleets arrive in full safety,

and both the commercial and internal prosperity

are greater than ever, and the revenue is this year

very high.
Ido not know wh

The Directoire has

tion of a desire to t

temper of the war is

they have behaved .

and men made prt

All pretences to in

in the meantime this

teer corps, fencibles: Dy

this moment we are waiting with extreme impati-

ence for news from the Mcditcrrancan ; we know

nothing with certainty except that Nelson’s

squadron arrived off Malta about three days after

Buonaparte’s force had sailed easterly, and Nelson

pursued, with a flect fully competent to a victory,

if he can find the enemy. We have no knowledge

of the Fretich destination, or of the object of their

regard to France.

re smallest intima-

ce with us. The

5s than it was, and

uty to the officers

affair of Ostend?

t In May, on hearing that transports for bringing French

troops to Enzland were to be sent by canal from Flushing to

Ostend, a British force of 1,200 men was sent to destroy the

Bruges canal. This work was carried out successfully, but

the invaders were taken prisoners.
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measures. The various conjectures are well known

to you, and few of them appear to me to have

sense or probability to support them.

In the meantime we have been undisturbed

in the exertions which became necessary for

subduing the Irish revolt, and certainly it may

be considered as subdued. But something more

must be done towards rendering that country a

benefit and not a burthen to us; and yet it is

infinitely difficult to say whit can be done or ought

to be done, as the hatred between the Protestants

and Papists is & wveterate than ever.

Lady Mornington;

Duigenan’s letter

former shaves wit

close, and Grattan h

to a degree that he ¥

see in the newspapi

Lord Clare are dis

believe that there °

the contrary, that th

cordially.

Mr. Pitt has gone to Walmer for three weeks.

He has regained in some micasure his health and

strength, but his constitution is very delicate,

and will require continued care. I do not believe

that he will ever again be able to bear the fatigues

of repeated and long debates. In other respects

I am able to assure you that he is in excellent

spirits, for I see much of him at Holwood.

under the operation

recover. You will

rd Cornwallis and

’ i have reason to

Pin the report ; on

eting together most

‘ A scurrilous attack on Graitan’s whole life and policy

that was extremely popular at the time. See Lecky’s History

of England in the Erghteenth Century, viii. 250.
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A curious incident is occurring in Ireland and

will soon, I hope, be ripe enough to become public.

The O’Connors and others, in order to save their

lives, have acknowledged their guilt and have

offered to make great discoveries. If these dis-

coveries de not fall short of our expectations, we

shall have excellent matter towards overbearing

the honourable and right honourable gentlemen

who declared at the Maidstone trials that they had

the same principles as the O’Connors.*

Our measure for the {illegible] of the land tax

will be put immedi execution, and I

have now no douk ave effects even

beyond our best 4 1ine speculations

when we brought In the result it

will prove a cordi public credit, by

multiplying the put stock which will

not burst into the ra , Pitt is forward in

1 t's supplies, and

se them on terms

even better than las rovided only that
we have no great and unforeseen calamity in the

interval?

Lorp Hosparr fo Tui Eart or MORNINGTON

August 10, 1798

Having this moment been apprised of an oppor-

tunity of writing to India, the first since my

return to England, I avail myself of it to acknow-

ledge the receipt of your letters of March, July,

and September, 1797—-not having them with

1 See note, p. 54.

2 Add. MSS. 37308 £. 158.
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me, I may be mistaken in the dates—and for the

packets you left for me with Lord Macartney and

Governor Brooke. Were I to admit that Lagreed

in that part of your reasoning which might have

been intended to satisfy me that my recall from

India was necessary to the public service, I should

not act by you with that sincerity which has ever

actuated my conduct towards you.

With respect to the points of difference that may

exist between us upon the measures of my govern-

ment, as you have not stated them I can only

say that if you h ime of your senti-

ments I should ha om, if I had been

convinced by you and should most

cordially have thank = communication.

The real reason | ing been deemed

expedient that I sk “o to the supreme

Government is yet # me.

In August 1706 fr. Dundas was

acquainted with 1m h the Nabob and

Sir John Shore, be 2 the most pressing

manner, for my own sake and that of the public

service, to remain in India. On the 13th of March

1797 he expressly stated that my differences with

the Nabob, the Rajah of Tanjore, and the Gover-

nor-General made it expedient to withdraw me

from India.

On the 22nd of the same month he reappointed

me to succced to the Supreme Government after

Lord Cornwallis’ sailing for Europe. On the

13th of the following May he received my answer

to his letter of August 1796, assuring him of my

continuance in India whether Sir John Shore
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determined to remain or not. In September

he annulled Sir John Shore’s appointment and

superseded mine, and about the same time de-

clared the usurpation of Amecr Sing, the Rajah

of Tanjore, ordering Sarboji, with whom I cer-

tainly had no difference, to be placed on the

[throne] as the rightful heir.

The candour with which you have written to me

has called upon me to state these facts, but I shall

make no comment upon them, and shall only add

that ] think I have ample reason to be highly dis-

satisfied with the wholsimzangernent, and unless

you wish it shall n: pon the subject.

It imay be prope ould know that

Mr. Dundas had p ' to my friends

that I sheuld have < ¥ £2,000 per annum,

but his influencc, wi ther instances had

so much operated t vantage, could only

procure £<,500.

The resolution & which I enclose,

and which I presturns led with him, was

as unhandsome by me as his whole conduct has

been inexplicable. J shall now resume the same

style of correspondence with you as if nothing

had happened to obstruct it, and its continuance

will, I expect, depend upon yourself. You will

be glad to hear that, my opinion perfectly corre-

sponding with your advice, inet Mr. Pitt with the

same cordiality that I should have done had every-

thing been as satisfactory as it was otherwise

with respect to India.

Indeed, without exactly the same feelings, I

did not express a word of grievance to Mr. Dundas,
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though I fear I shall be under the necessity of

complaining of his aggravating his own adherence

to his engagement with regard to the pension by

the unhandsome manner of wording the resolution.

I have letters from Jreland which give me strong

ground to believe that the rebellion has been

completely quelled, and my own opinion is that

the country will get into a state of real tranquillity

much sooner than is expected.

Some clamour has arisen upon the subject of an

amnesty proclaimed b Lord Cornwallis upon

certain conditions » disapprove of it

considering it to e act of severity

that will tend only flame which will

soon break out ag: oubled violence ;

but I hope those ¥ this reasoning are

mistaken, because I t Lord Clare, and

Lord Kilwarden (2 . besides others of

less consequence,

the measure.

In a few days I pr: g out for Ireland to

qualify for the office in the Exchequer that has

devolved upon me by Lord Clonmell’s? death.

It will suffer in its reccipts by the late troubles,

but, I should conceive, will produce enough to

make me comfortable in my circumstances.

Peace is not even talked of and we are all anxiety

for news from the Mediterranean, where it is

hoped Nelson will fall in with Buonaparte and

1 Arthur Wolfe, first Baron Kilwarden (1739-1803), Lord

Chiet Justice of Ireland from 1798. He was created Viscount;
1600

2 John Scott, Earl of Clonmell (1739-1798), Chief Justice

of the King’s Bench in Ireland from 1784.
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stop his expedition—which, whether intended

against Egypt for the purpose of establishing

himself there, against Constantinople, Poland,

or India, by Suez, the Euphrates, or the Black

Sea, is now matter entirely of speculation, but

the prevailing opinion is India.

I had the pleasure of seeing Lady Mornington

not many days ago, looking very well, and of

hearing from her that my godson was in good

health.

‘LEY-POLE to THE

TON

August 24, 1798

e day on which I

t I have been so

ebellion in Ireland

for me to think of

‘turned from my

campaign, having i¢ i hope and believe,

in a state of quiet WHeh’ promises fair to give

security once more to the lives and properties

of its inhabitants. The history of the progress

and suppression of the rebellion you will naturally

find regularly detailed in the public accounts,

which you, of course, sec, and you will also have

better information on that subject from Ministers

than I can pretend to give; but nevertheless,

you will expect, of course, to hear something

from me relative to a business in which I have

been so much engaged and aim so deeply interested.

When [ arrived in Dublin, where I landed on

1 Add. MSS. 37308 f. 162.

From the first 6

closed No. 4, ta ¢

thoroughly employe

that it has not be

writing to you.
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the 4th of June, I found every man in the city a

soldier, the Courts of Law shut, and all matters

of trade at an end, the castle barricaded with guns,

and lighted matches at the gates, and expresses

every moment arriving with accounts of the

rebels and the army. I found the communica-

tion between the Cork and Limerick roads and

Dublin had been stopped by the rebels for several

days and was just opened, and matters seemed to

wear a serious aspect, Wexford, I own, and most

of the county were in the Pos session of the rebels,

and also the great e county of Wick-

low; little knoy unty of Kildare,

excepting that a I ‘Is who had been
allowed to dispers Dundas now sup-

posed to have again The Parliament

outrageous against nidas, and prevented

with great difficult; aching him; and

an account just 2 eath and defeat

of Colonel Walpole alpole), who had

been sent upon a eparate command

in the county of W , aad, by his own mis-

conduct, lost his life, his guns (two field pieces),
and had 400 men defeated with great slaughter.

Lord Edward Fitzgerald died in prison on the

3rd of June of a fever and in‘lammation, brought

on, I believe, partly by his wounds and partly

by vexation, and the rebels were 30,000 strong

at least in the county of Wexford. I pushed

for my own county as soon as I could and joined

my corps of Yeomen on the «th, who were doing

duty at Mountmellick. IT found the Qucen’s

County in a very alarming state. It was known
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that 11,500 there had been sworn U[nited] I[rish] in

it, and by flogging, etc., such information had been

gained astocnable the officers and magistrates of the

county to get possession of many of the captains,

and to break in upon their organisation ; but the

spirit of insurrection and treason appeared mani-

festly through the whole county, and it was

evident that the people only waited for orders

from the rebel chiefs, and a fair opportunity, to

rise with the same views as their brethren in the

county of Wexford had done. Thank God! by

activity and pers > have prevented

them from effec gpose > and at the

moment I am wi x scarce an acre in

the Queen’s Cour sc in it which has

not suffered by th ons either of rebels

or the King’s soldi Imost all the leaders

have been hange«

Lord Camden +

to suppress the

vans in his power

« found, I believe,

two main obstacl: ge it either as speedily

or as happily as i ould’ liave wished. His

generals. were for the most part incapable, and his

counsellors were so violent that nothing short of

extermination would satisfy them. Add_ to

this the undisciplined state of his army, which

was so spht into divisions that no regiment had

the fair advantage of being togcther under its

own commanding officer, and the inadequacy of

his numbers to resist at once such a torrent as

poured in on all sides towards Dublin, and at the

same time check the disposition to rise which

manifests itself all over Ireland. Lord Camden
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felt the difficulties he had te encounter, and, I

believe, begged quite as hard to be relieved by Lord

Cornwallis as he did for troops from England to

save the country.

The rebels in Wexford verv fortunately chose

to post themselves on a place called Vinegar Hill,

near the town of Wexford, in preference to

travelling through the county and overrunning

all the south of Ireland, as they undoubtedly

might have done; or of marching immediately

after Walpole’s defeat to Dublin, which, with the

assistance of their -& Meath, and Kildare

friends, it is supp st have carried.

They formed an ent ap of about 3,000

men, and had the + to wait about a

fortnight before the acked. An attack

was at last made 2, commanded by

General Lake,’ but letely bungled,

by some mistake ¢ ’s or Needham’s.*

Needham’s column ¥ he place intended

for an hour after the appointed time ; Lake would

not wait for him, and the consequence was that

one avenue to the hill, and that the most matcrial

towards the town of Wexford, was left open,

and through this the rebels fled, and they were

not pursued. The generals, of whom twelve were

1 General Gerard Lake (1744-1808), Commander-in-Chief

of the Forces in Ireland from April 25 watil June 20, 1798. In

1800 he went to India as Commander-in-Chief. He was

raised to the peerage in 1804, and created Viscount Lake of

Delhi in 1807.

2 Captain Francis Jack Needham (1748-1832), who greatly

distinguished himself at the battle of Arklow, 1798. He

succeeded as (twelfth) Viscount Kilmorey in 1818, and four

years later was created Earl of Kilmorey.
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on the ground at Vinegar Hul, I am told, were

amusing themselves after the action with shaking

hands upon the hill and congratulating each other

on the victory, and they did not think a pursuit

necessary, as they conceived themselves sure of

the rebels in the town of Wexford next morning.

However, they were a little out of their calcu-

lations here. General Moore, who is an excellent

officer, gellantly pushed into Wexford early in

the morning, but those rebels who were in it ran

out at on: end of the town as he entered at the

other; the rest af smy had more sense

than to 20 into n Vinegar Hill,

Finding they were ed some of them

dispersed, and two arched with great

expedition and jue of some thousands,

into the county « , towards Hackets-

town and Blessing st ey burnt; and the

other, consisting < ng out of 10,000

men and ten pice 8, through Sculloge

Gap into the count¥© fow bound for the

Queen’s County. They were not followed, and

the consequences, at least of the last column,

come very near being fatal to the south of Ireland,

as you sec by a narrative I enclose, which will

illustrate the ability and spirit of our general.

At the same time it will give some idea of what

would have happened to the Qucen’s County,

+ Gencral John Moore, being invalided home from the West

Indies, joined Abercromby in Treland in December 1798, and

took an active part in suppressing the Irish rebellion. He

rernained in Ireland until June 1799, when he was ordered

to Holland. He was knighted in 1804, and was killed at

Corufia, 1809,
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Tipperary, etc., etc., had the rebels not been

checked in their career.

Lord Cornwallis arrived just before the affair

at Vinegar Hill, and about the same time the

English Militia Regiments, who had offered their

services, some Fencibles, and about 2,000 Guards,

landed; these circumstances, and the amazing

fatigue the rebels had undergone, and the immense

losses of all kinds they had suffered, gave a new

turn to affairs. After the action at Vinegar Hill,

in which the rebels did not lose more than 600 or

7oo men, most of such as Bognall,

Harvey, Keogh, stc., were taken at

Wexford, in a sort: n, neither keeping

with their army 2 cuny resistance. At

our action at Kied i we took all their

cannon, and killed of them ; the rest

of the column, +} 2 reduced before

the action by on r from 10,000 to

6,000, dispersed «x Wicklow column,

and they crossed tt between Naas and

Johnstown, and marched into Meath, West Meath,

and Louth. They were harassed beyond all

example, having undergone «very species of hard-

ship that can be conceived. They had no

covering; they had neither bread, salt, nor

spirits, but lived upon the sheep and bullocks they

plundered, caten generally half raw, and dressed

in such a savage manner that it was a common

thing to see a bullock lying with his skin on, his

entrails not removed, though half the carcass had

been cut away and eaten. The people in the

counties they marched into refused to join them,
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as they saw the cause was desperate, and they

were cut to pieces in detail, and all their leaders

taken separately and executed. While this Wex~

ford army was winding up in this manner, a man

named Ay.mer, who hac a considerable force in

the county of Kildare, offered to lay down his

arms on terms, and in short fhe rebels everywhere

grew weary of the business, and, despairing of fresh

assistance, willingly accepted the offer of mercy

which Lori Cornwallis most judiciously held out

to them, and which bids fair, I think, to re-

establish vs in some curity. You who

know the tempex “men, when they

are carrying all } easily conceive

the sort of clamous t first against Lord

Cornwallis’ offer © to such men as

deserted their leack ve up their arms:

they were for putty der to death, even

every officer. Int bellion the King’s

troops never gave ¢ rebels ; hundreds

and thousands of w agsewerc butchered while

unarmed on their knees begging mercy, and it is

difficult 10 say whether soldiers, Yeomen, or

Militia-men took most delight in this bloody work.

Numbers of innocent persons were also put to

death. In the action I was concerned in, the

rebels in their flight took shelter in the houses of

the coumy as they found them, and the soldiers

(with scarcely any exception) followed the

wretches, and killed every man in the houses they

went into—-frequently the man of the house, who

had taken no part in the dispute; nay, there

were some cursed Germans under the command of
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Count Humbert? who killed several women ; and

this they practised in almost every action during

the rebellion. The number of the rebels and

inhabitants killed by these means is, by the

lowest calculation, computed at 23,000, and Lord

Cornwallis wisely and justly felt that if he suffered

the war to go on it could only end in the depopu-

lation of the country. The success which attended

the offer of pardon, and the unlooked-for rapidity

with which tranquillity was restored, had made a

very visible change in the opinions of the gentlemen

of Dublin before Tf le d.they are every day

more and more s tnerciful policy is

now the wisest. 1 ich has met with

the greatest opposit 1¢ Beresfords and

other violent men i: s the accepting an

offer made by the Sta ners In Kilmainham

and Newgate (near: number) to trans-

port themselves fo rbmit to its being

felony without bens ey for any of them

to be ever found in the; ominions hereafter ;

and, if this indulgence was granted them, they

promised to give complete information of the

whole plot. This was proposed by them to save

them from the risks of trials.

The trials of the Sheares, Byrne, McCann and

Bond,’ all of whom had been found guilty and

1 J. J. Amable Humbert, French General, who landed

with a body of French troops in Ircland in August 1798. He

was attacked by Lake and Cornwallis on September g at

Ballinamuck, when he and his men were captured.

* Henry and John Sheares, Michiel Byrne, and McCann,

prominent United Ivishmen, were tried for sedition, and

hanged. Oliver Bond died in prison.



1805] KING’S EVIDENCE 77

condemned to die without hesitation, and all of

whom, except Bond, have suffered, struck such

a damp on the traitors in the jails, that they, one

and all, with the exception of one or two old,

obscure men, were eager to save their lives by

acknowledging their guilt and offering to give

information of the state of the plot; and Lord

Cornwallis has permitted them to do so, by which

he has certainly rendered an essential service to

the country. Had he tried all these people it is

by no means certain they could every one have

been convicted, and,s 2 they had all been

hanged, it would # ishalf the salutary

effect that a cor ent of the plot

must have.

Lord Cernwallis

able, by saving the

prisoners, to show

the conspirators.

impudent dog in EW.

up any of these people wiil-bederced to admit their

guilt,” and he also thinks it certain that the whole

connection between the Irish rebels and the Irish

Government will be exposed in such a manner as

to render it impossible it should not be entirely

broken through from this time forward. All these

things are not yet finally settled; the secret

committees of both Houses of the Irish Parliament

are now sitting, and thcir reports will be the first

official comnmiunication to the world on the subject.

In the meantime, tranquillity is effectually

restored through the whole of Ireland. The

Yeomen are put off permanent duty, by which

‘hat he should be

omd and the other

vorld the guilt of

m was ‘‘ The most

may wish to hold
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an expense of £60,000 a week is saved to Govern-

ment. Some English regiments who were on the

point of coming over have been stopped. The

harvest is getting in by the peasantry, who have

returned to their occupations, and Lord Corn-

wallis has begun his endeavours to organise the

army, which is in so wretched a state that he told

me he was of opinion the loyal inhabitants of

Ireland would have had as much to fear from the

King’s forces as from the relels, had the rebellion

gone on six weeks longer. ‘There never was such

a scene of indiscriminmite ta yi

so insufficient an

you of forty-se

establishment ?-~}

Meyricks, etc., etc

a quiet way means

worthies. There i

report that Lord.

have differcd in

fustaces, Argyles,

wwallis, [ fancy, in

id of some of these

t foundation in the

nd the Chancellor

cut the measures

necessary to extin bellion. Lord Corn-

wallis told me they had had a single dis-
agreement, and he begged of me to say so if I

heard the matter talked of in England. He added

that the Chancellor was one of the wisest and best

men he had ever met with ; that he was the best

and truest friend of the connection between

England and Ireland that could be; that people

who thought him violent or sanguinary in his

councils were much mistaken ; that nobody could

be more humane or temperate; and that every

part of the measures of pardon had met with his

most hearty concurrence and approbation.
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There ts no person belonging to Ireland who has

made so contemptible a figure during the rebellion

as Mr. Grattan. He is, as you know, out of

Parliament, and he has been living all the summer

in retirement at Llanrwst in Wales+

anxiety in which

events that are

tne put off many

yoar unpardonable

ongly as myself on

others, and the constai

IT own my mind ;

daily occurring is ¢

duties in a way wh

to those who do not’

the present state of ¢

I congratulate

suppression of th

impossible to pra the vigour and

prudence o* the Tri ut; the confessions

of O’Connor and his associates are a complete

justification of all that the supporters of Govern-

ment in both countries have been saying and

doing for the last six years ; but it is singular that

we should lave it inthe handwriting of these very

1 Add. MSS 37308 f. 167.

* Robert Banks Jenkinson (1770-1828), known by the
courtesy title ¢f Lord Hawkesbury from 1796, when his father

was created Earl of Liverpool, was appointed by Pitt a member

of the India Board. He became Master of the Mint in 1799.

He was Foreign Secretary, 1801-1803, and in the latter year

was created Beron Hawkesbury. He succeeded his father as

(second) Larl of Liverpool in 1808. He held many high

offices, and was Prime Minister, 1812-1827.

incerely on the

Ireland. It is
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persons that in theiy opinion the people of Ireland

care not a jot for Parliamentary reform or Catholic

Emancipation, and that the object of the conspira~

tors has long been to create Ireland into a demo-

cratic republic independent of Great Britain. If

ever there was a moment to attempt a union it is

certainly the present, and measures are taking for

that purpose. There are many prejudices cer-

tainly to be conquered, but I do not despair of

getting the better of them. I have seen the

outline of Pitt’s plan, in every part of which I

entirely agree with, ke ie proposes to give

Ireland one hur in the House of

Commons and th fase of Lords; to

give the Catholic le} the little that

remains to be give tablish an equality

of trade in all respe en the two countries,

and to find some s tithes on potatoes,

as I believe it the tical grievance in

the country.

The Irish Chane » come over here

immediately. I und 11s Opinion is decidedly

in favour of aunion. There are doubts about the

Speaker, but he must be convinced, as he certainly

is the most important person in that country.

You will have heard about Buonaparte’s

expedition. It is entirely to be regretted that

Nelson should have been so unfortunate as not to

have met with him, though we do not know

accurately what has happened since his arrival

at Alicante. It is certain that he has met with

considerable resistance from the Arabs, and as we

have the command of the Mediterranean and the
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Turks end Russians are making vigorous pre-

parations for war, I have no doubt he will have

cause to repent of his rashness. We have just

seen in the Paris papers an account of an action

between Nelson and the French flect on its return

from Alexandria, by which it appears that we

have gained a most decided victory [the Battle

of the Nile]; the account is in the Rédacteur,

which, you know, is the official paper, and it

states the intelligence as certain. We wait most

anxiously for the confirmation. There is every

reason 10 belicve #3 ili recommence on

the continent. T} 3, at least some

of them, begin to “nothing else can

save them from de d grant that their

eyes may be opcn yr past errors, and

that, laying aside the { animosities and

jealousies, they ma edially, effectually,

and honestly in r cmon enemy of

the human race.

I was happy to s fornington in good

health before I left to in my regiment. I

had the pleasure of sccing your cldest son when he

was at home, and was glad to find he was making

so much. progress in his education. Lady Hawkes-

bury desires her best compliments to you.

P.S. [hope to hear that the climate of Calcutta

agrees with you.

a

Tue Eart oF MORNINGTON fo LORD GRENVILLE

Fort Wiliam : November 18, 1798

My health has been much better on the whole

1 Add. MSS. 37308 f. 185.

I G
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since I have been here than I ever remember it to

have been for so long a period in Europe. This I

attribute to the great regularity of my life, and to

the continual exertion of my mind, relieved by the

great varicty of the business of this vast empire.

There is also something to be attributed to the

constant sense of good intentions, accompanied by

very large powers of putting them into execution.

To these considerations I think J may add the

complete success of whatever I have attempted,

and the prospect of th

of every man at

interests of India,

Great Britain. Ls

magnificent, and »

able person in the

comers, I find my

expected. Under

not impossible tha

realised ; it so hapy s a favourite castle

in the air of my ow? yuewul observe that our

joint castle of governing the world is no longer a

baseless fabric; and when you have read the

papers annexed to this, you will perhaps not

think me a sleeping partner of your throne,

But all this vision will vanish unless you send

Lady Mornington out to me by the next ship.

There is now no objection to her appearance, as

my authority and character are perfectly estab-

lished ; and I believe you know enough of her

character to be satisfied that no part of her

conduct will ever be injurious to me. Her society

here is absolutely necessary to my comfort ; and,

understands the

hed to those of

h my household is

1 to every respect-

, and to all new-

x greater than I

stances I think it

f Clifden may be

Ak
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‘without her, I fear, I shall not have fortitude to

remain here long enough to accomplish all my

grand financial, political, military, naval, com-

mercial, arclutectural, judicial, political reforms,

and to make up as large a treasure as Aboulcassem

of Bassorv’s. All this might be effected within

five or six years from the day of my cmbarcation

at Cowes. But I leave you to judge of the

necessity of her socicty while I give you some idea

of my private life.

I rise early and go 0

always over betwear

hour until four (

work, unless I ¢

Sundays; at five

evening. At presen

a little after six, No

the sun in the mid

the year, nor the ia

After dinner, there y attempts to write

or read, and, in genc rought necessary to

avoid ever mectings on subjects of business at

that time; for in this climate good or ill health

depends upon a minute attention te circumstances

apparently the most trivial. Thus, in the evening

I have no alternative but the society of my

subjects, or solitude. The former is so vulgar,

ignorant, rude, familiar, and stupid as to be

disgusting and intolerable ; especially the ladies,

not one of whom, by-the-byc, is even decently

good-looking. The greatest inconvenience, how-

ever, arises from the il-bred familiarity of the

general manners, . . . The effect of this state of

ore breakfast, which is

iLuine. From that

ther) I remain at

or to church of

1 drive out in the

ut at five, and dine

tion here can bear

‘at any scason of

ess In the evening.
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things on my conduct has been to compel me to

entrench myself within forms and ceremonies, to

introduce much state into the whole appearance

of my establishments and houschold, to expel all

approaches to familiarity, and to exercise my

authority with a degree of vigour and strictness

nearly amounting to severity. At the same time

IT endeavour, as much as is compatible with the

duties imposed on me by the remissness of Sir

Jobn Shore, to render my table pleasant to those

whom I admit to it, : to be easy of access to

everybody. I ams bobo, ¢

i: private manners

here, without wh not distant when

the Europeans sett]

Government, if t}

temper and charac

stood, and while 13

miscere vocem wiht

grapple instantly w & force of govern-

ment. But it reqr unpleasant efforts

to place matters on this footing, and you must

perceive that I am forced to fly to solitude for a

large portion of the twenty-four hours, lest I

should weaken my means of performing my public

duty.?

nan will venture

up his mind to

aO

THe Hon. WILLIAM WELLESLEY-POLE to THE

EARL OF MORNINGTON

Hanover Suuare: March 14, 1799

. It is out of my power to describe what I

think ‘of the state of Ireland. In a former letter
1 Fortescue MSS. iv. 38x.
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I gave you shortly my opinion about the Union,

both as to the measure itself, and the manner in

which it was likely to be received. I did not

imagine it would have been prepared after the

temper of the Trish had been shewn upon it, but

I believe Mr. Pitt was deceived as to the numbers

in Parhament by Lord Castlereagh. Ministry

here talked openly of carrying the measure in the

Trish House of Commons by a majority of fifty at

least on the very day the account came of their

defeat ; and so little did Lord Castlereagh know

of the temper of ¢ that after the debate

had lastec. twenty was walking out

to divide he ck effington on the

shoulder (he thoug i would vote with

him), and said he rry the division by

forty-five. The nx ‘ sleeps in Ireland,

but Ministry here angly prejudiced in

favour of it that | ‘ will dissolve the

Parliamen:, and try ‘reext session. The

ferment caused by ¢ n of the mcasure in

Ireland, added to the strange misconduct of Lord

Cornwallis’ governinent, has brought the country

into the most deplorable state. The rebels have

been secretly working during t’ + whole winter ;

all Ireland is more full of conce:ued arms than ever,

and most of the countics in a complete state of

organisation. The ruffians who are in jail under

the treaty which Lord Cornwallis centered into

with them have been allowed all kinds of access

to each other, and it is believed that regular

committees, etc., etc., have been constantly held

in Kilmainham jail. O’Connor’s letter to Lord
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Castlereagh, which was published in Dublin just

after one of the manuscript copies of it had

been taken by him, is a masterpiece of treason

and insolence; it has caused him to be put in

close confinement, but it ought to have been

the means of his immediate trial and execu-

tion. At Iength Lord Cornwallis has seen the

situation to which his lenity has reduced the

country, and an act is now passing which grants

him as much powcr as ever Nero possessed. He

is to be allowed to put any part of the kingdom he

chooses under marti id when he does so

the whole of the o be suspended.

The necessity for > so evident, that

it met with scar »osition—a pretty

strong proof of the of the former lenity

of the Government. vere censure could

not be passed ups ‘nwallis’ measures

than this very B e it will open Mr.

Pitt’s eyes ; and that it is a strong

additional argurneri ; a union of the

legislatures, for I w k any candid man

whether he thinks it possible for a united Parlia-

ment, sitting in Westminster, to have borne the

idea of passing an act cmpowering the Lord-

Lieutenant for the time being to put all Ireland

under martial law at his pleasure. They never

could do it, for this plain reason, that they are too

remote from the danger to feel the necessity of so

desperate a remedy ; whereas the Parliament of

Dublin, being actually on the spot, with the pikes

at their throats, are nearly unanimous on the

measure, as the only hope of saving themselves
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from instant destruction. The Queen’s County

remains quite quiet, and if it continues so I shall

not visit it till June. Lord Cornwallis, that he

right leave no means untried to induce the rebels

to continue their preparations, has issued a public

order, which you will see in all the newspapers,

desiring all his generals to call all commanding

officers to their regiments, as it is now certain the

French are fitting out a larger force than ever

against Ireland. Here the rebels have the

authority of the Castle for believing their friends

the French are cow cordingly, they will

use cvery exertior 2receive them. I

could tell you a ¢ of the impolitic

and cruelly lenient: Lord Cornwallis ;

but I forbear, and shall still escape if

the French do not m landing in Ireland."

Ta Earr Batruu OF MORNINGTON

April 20, 1799

Tam very much ablice : you for your letter

dated the 2oth of November, particularly as it
gave ruc so favourable an account of your health,

which I find confirmed by all the letters which you

have written by the last conveyance. J have not

been much in London this year, and I delayed

writing until I came to town, as the country does

not afford good materials for a letter to the East

Indies.

You are very good in thinking of showing your

protection towards Mr. R. Bathurst, who, I hope,

will answer the good opinion you entertain of him.

1 Add. MSS. 37308 £. 206.
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Not having been for any time in town, your dispute

with Mr. Webbe is new to me, and you forgot to

enclose the list of papers to which you said in your

letter you would refer me. But I must say the

success which has attended the expedition to the

Nizam is very highly spoken of here, both by the

few who understand what they commend, and by

the many who do not. It is certainly a fortunate

thing for you to have begun your government

with so much éclat. As to the transactions at

home, the prospect is certainly flattering. The

newspapers will ir ‘the Austrian suc-

cesses, which wer the beginning, as

it was to be supposé ench were prepared

better than they h + have been.

It seems to be be | the whole army of

France does not at cacant to more than

330,000 men, abo which are with

Buonaparte in Egy i Italy, very much

divided, another pose the different

armies under Jourdan mand onthe Rhine,

and the remainder are in the interior, consisting
chiefly of the new-raised troops. This is the

account which the late Minister of War gave in to

the Directory on his quitting that situation for the

command in Italy, where he has been just beaten.

Government are in great hopes of raising a

Swiss force in Switzerland. It is thought by most

that this project was adopted too late, when the

spirit of that nation was broken, and the most

active had perished; but the later successes in

that part of the world will, it is to be hoped, be the

means of collecting a good body of men.
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Your letters from hence must long before this

have informed you of all the circumstances

respecting the proposed union with Ireland, its

failure in the Irish House of Commons, the

violence and popularity of the Irish Speaker, and

his subsequent defeat. After that he has been

endeavouring to cxplain his conduct as having

been understood to have been more hostile than

he intended ; but having some reason to believe

that the Government were determined to turn out

his son, he has just now taken an opportunity of

a Bill respecting the. | poy to make a very

violent attack. I ronerally believed

that the idea of : less unpopular

in Ireland than it wa sin autumn session

it will be carried. * of course, have all

the specches sent yo ave been published

on the subject.

What think you ee Yonge! being

appointed Governor: xe of Good Hope ?

It seems to promise * Vbat is amusing in

it is that Lord Macartney considers the appoint-

ment of such a successor as injurious tohim. Lord

1 George Macartney, first Earl Macartney (1736-1807), was

appointed Governor of the Cape of Good Hope in May 1797,

and resigned in November 1798. Lieutenant-General Sir

Francis Dundas acted as Governor until the arrival of Sir

George Yonge, fifth baronet (1731-1812). Yonge (or Young,

as his naine is sometimes spcli) gave great offence to the

people by closing the public gardens at Cape Town and putting

a tax on billiard-tables and on game licences. He also

appointed his private secretary Lo be ‘* wine-taster,”’ and tried

to grant lands against the terms of the capitulations. He was

recalled by a despatch dated January 14, r8or, and ordered
to give up the government to General Dundas and return at

once.
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Camelford has brought Sir George into Parliament.

He could not before that go beyond the precincts

of the palace for fear of being arrested. Lord

Hawkesbury succeeds him in the Mint, with a

fixed salary of £3,000. It was to have been only

£2,500, and as such was offered to Steele and

Ryder,' who both thought the difference not worth

the trouble of changing. Lord Hawkesbury

accepted it as such, and then old Liverpool

showed him in every respect whatsoever it would

be better to have it amount tc £3,000; and so it

ended favourably ene Flouse of Hawkes-

bury. Ali this ct e was made for

Canning, who is ga ia Board.

You will, of cour mm. all quarters that

Pitt’s health is de saved. He is re-

covering his strength to make one look

to a lasting improv swith it his nerves,

which were during : shattered in a

more alarming mann 3 generally known,

are getting to be as g r, Lady Morning-

ton tells me she sent you the first part, and is now
sending you the second, of Buonaparte’s inter-

cepted letters. They are very popular hcre, but I

believe you will agree with me in thinking that the

style of the notes is not good, and that more is

made of the discontent and geographical mistakes

than the letters seem to call for. Whena battalion

Dudley Ryder (1762-1847), Paymaster of Forces and

Vice-President of the Board of Trade, 1791, Treasurer of the

Navy, 1801. He succeeded his father as (second) Baron

Harrowby, 1803. He was Foreign Minister under Pitt, 1804,
and held other high ministerial and diplomatic posts. He

was created Earl of Harrowby, 1809.



1805] LADY MORNINGTON gr

of the Guards were quartercd a year and a half ago

at Winchester, I believe the Ictters of the officers,

if thev had been intercepted, would have expressed

more strongly their discontent and not much less

ignorance of the geography of Hampshire.

Your eldest boy is very much grown, and I hear

treat accounts of his quickness and application. I

have spoken to Grenville on the subject of that

part of your letter which relates to Lady Morning-

ton. I think it was a very hard trial for you when

you left her behind; and it was certainly very

prudently done in pg tex with you. There

are not certainly t& ions to her follow-

ing you row you w some time settled

there; and fron: , { think you will

receive letters by th *e which will lead

you to expect Lady nm next year at Fort

William. If noth m settled before the

ship which carries ‘ s, I will take care

to sugges”: that you 3 be kept in suspense

a moment longer “th “xecessary. I was

delighted to hear of your being so well by the
gentleman (I have forgotten his name) who

brought me your despatches. The success with

which you have begun your government must

contribute to your health. You will sce that Lord

Hobart succeeded, after onc failure, in his pension.

He has not succeeded as yet in getting a wife,

Miss Saunders, the sister of the lady Dundas’

son married, having declined. She had a good

fortune."

1 Add. MSS, 37308 f. 234.



92 THE WELLESLEY PAPERS [1798-

WILLIAM WILBERFORCE (9 THE EARL OF

MorRNINGTON

Broomfield, Clapham Common

April 20, 1799

Were you ever unfortunate enough to have

put yourself into the power of that “ foul fiend ”

procrastination ? If so, you will not hesitate to

compare its tyrannical hold to the firm grasp of

that cow-like old fellow who bestrode poor Sindbad

the Sailor in the Avabian Nights, and could not

be shaken off by his utmost ‘efforts, Again and
again I have resol to you and (let me

fairly say it, for do justice to the

interest I felt fa i made you often

present to my im ¥ cannot, after so

long a delay, sex -habby letterling. I

have not now time t long one.” So with

this soliloquy ; it jn a memorandum ;

and week has roils: sck, till I really feel

ashamed to take at all. But I am

determined at lengt] « through this scrvile

bondage, and instead of offering justifications, at

least exceeding, and apologies (for really I could

urge some pretty satisfactory ones), let me

suppose myself forgiven. JI scem to be making

myself of more consequence in all this than in

truth I am; but yet I flatter myself, my dear

Mornington, that at such a distance from your

friends it will be acceptable ta hear through many

different channcls how matters are going on. I

will, therefore, having once begun, continue to

write to you from time to time, and if my letters

answer no other end, they will at least prove to
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you my wish to contribute towards lessening the

unpleasant feclings of what, with all its honour

and utility, is still a banishment to one who, like

you, has left behind his dearest connections and

habitual associates.

When I began what I have already written, I

had no immediate prospect of sending it ; I was,

therefore, the more easily induced to lay down

my pen on the pressure of some urgent business,

and I am ashamed to say how many weeks it has

now reposed in my writing box from the difficulty

of prevailing on my ha letter without

any definite time eying it to your

hands. J am rou disgraceful, and

really to me painful, ‘hearing that an op-

portunity offers of w: leutta. The charm

is broker. and (I de: too sanguine, but)

I trust I shall nev bject to its power.

T say again that his egotism I am

making mysclf o consequence, but

indeed, my dear L. ngton, I feel hurt,

because I must have exhibited the appearance of

neglect and unfriendly inattention. I hope you

will forgive me, but I cannot become directly in

good humour with myself. And now where shall

T begin ?— the world being all before me where to

choose,” etc. If you will assign to me any

particular set of topics I will endeavour, in the

best way I am able, to meet your wishes. But

presuming that you are abundantly informed by

others ¢f all political matters, which are out of the

cognisance of the public prints, I seem to myself

to be likely to consume your time to no purpose,
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and waste my own if I were to enter on any

recitals of our political transactions, But from

my particular predicament, | may have a different

view of things from some of your most intelligent

correspondents-—those, I mean, who are most

busied in the events of which they speak. I

repeat it, therefore: prescribe to me, if you can,

my task, and rely on me for the desire of executing

it well, and, of course, for all that secrecy (I am

sure I need not claim it in return) where such a

free intercourse requir ndeed, what we say of

anyone to other frier ep like that he should

not hear from a ¢ hough we should

have been ready + self directly. I

do not recollect te d your sentiments

concerning a union. ad, but from what

I know of your fae ipplied to all the

circumstances ands s which are the

grounds of men’s } at great question,

T have little doubt ing friendly to the

measure in general, f! vhaps doubts might

be entertained as to the ‘time and mode in which
it has come forward. I wes myself too long

doubtful, but more mature reflection rendered me

decidedly favourable. It is held among our

friends that the opposition to it in Ireland is

wearing away. In what degree they may be

right in this conjecture I cannot say with certainty,

but somewhat must be allowed to the natural

relaxation which follows in those who have carried

their point. Perhaps if the measure were again to

be brought forward there might be nearly the

same force of activity in resisting it. I must say
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that, considering the importance of the measure, I

never remember one opposed so vehemently, as

far as warmth and violence could go, with so little

of definite argument and reasoning. Foster, I

understand, is irritated in the extreme, and in

truth our fricnd directed more of his artillery

against Mr. Spaker than was to be wished. But

I confess my strongest (not my only) objection, to

this attack, was that it raised him into too great

consequence, and, therefore, was likcly to produce

the very effect which has, in fact, followed (or

rather to aggravate of it, for in a degree

it would have oth ‘, that, I mean, of

elevating him in £ the party, and

almost of investin he veneration and

interest-exciting ch a martyr. Yet I

see one practical g from publicly con-

sidering the oppc ae measure as con-

densed and substa: person of one man,

which is that he, { se, ceasing to be an

opponent, the force 6f% tiaty to the measure

is probably broken for ever. But I did not

intend to detain you on a subject on which you

must have heard most copiously from many

others, nor will I say anything on our last foreign

intelligence, except congratulating you most

cordially on its acceptable tenor. Isaw a private

letter wherein it was mentioned that in the

Archduke’s grand action with Jourdan, the army

of the former, one of his wings being routed, was

thrown into disorder; a panic seemed to be

diffusing itself, and all in the road to ruin,

when he formed two columns of Infantry, and

ye
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putting himself at their head, marched against the

enemy, and broke through them like a wedge.

You must remember Fox’s story of the popular

and unpopular French generals of the old régime,

founded on a mere difference of person in the verb

they used—the one being accustomed to address

his men before a charge with “ Allons,” the other

with “ Allez, mes enfants.’ But I must not forget

that I am writing to the Governor-General, who

has no time to waste ; and indeed I am in this

respect a good deal in his situation, and I must

send my letter te tas it.rmay not be too late

for the packet in cured it a place.

I will, therefore, ¢ re assure you, my

dear Lord Mornin va will gratify me

by pointing out any xy I can contribute

in the smallest deg mar comfort or con-

venience. Do nat wself to write to

me when it may vient. I will from

time to time send full of my scrawl,

which you may run @ vy moment of leisure.

I ought not, however, onclude without men-

tioning one circumstance in which it is in my

power to give you solid pleasure. I really think

Pitt’s health extremely improved within the last

few months. He was worse than we, any of us,

could almost persuade ourselves to think him, but

the amendment is, I trust, unquestionable, and

the alteration of his habits (you know how

determined he is when he is really in earnest)

holds out a comfortable and encouraging pros-

pect for the future; yet, with my views, I

cannot look on him, neither direct my eye
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forward to the future in general, without fearful

apprehensions,

Let me also add that I have heard (f need not

say I heard with real satisfaction) from persons

quite unconnected with you, but possessing the

means of information, high encomiums passed on

the vigour of your outset, and indeed on some other

particulars of your conduct, both here before you

went and in Bengal. May it please God to crown

swith success your counsels and undertakings, and

render you thus a fresh exhibition and illustration

of that phenomenr sgown to the world

till the period of astitution, of an

immense kingdon vance of half the

globe, governed wit od regard for the

happiness of the subj hough In a quarter

of the world where emed to be fixed

in unassailable s uled over with a

firmness and a ma an enlarged and

benignant policy w to the bulk of the

people more than tl fore tasted of the

blessings of rational and practical liberty. I

assure vou that at this moment I can contemplate

with a mixture of astonishment and pleasure the

image my mind has conjured up, and if you will

place yourself in idea 3,000 or 4,000 miles from the

scene in which you are acting, you too will be no

less struck with it. But I will detain you no

longer. Only let me again wish you all you can

wish for yourself?

Napoleon with a large fleet and 40,000 troops

? Add MSS. 37308 £. 228.

I H
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set out in May 1708, with the intention of conquer-

ing Egypt. £n route he tock Malta, and on July

21 defeated the Mamelukes at the Battle of the

Pyramids, and Lower Egypt became his; but

Nelson’s victory at the Battle of the Nile changed

the aspect of the campaign, Napoleon’s triumphal

progress was stopped at Acre, which was defended

by Djezzar Pacha, until Sir Sidney Smith arrived

and took command. He resisted trvelve attempts

to take the place between March 16 and May 20,

1799, when Napoleay ated. These reverses,

coupled with t his presence at

home, caused him smbark for France,

leaving his army umand of General

Kiléber.

SYLVESTER 1D} THE EARL OF

. gnitry ? July 29, 1799

I wrote to you by an overland packet which left

London about ten days ago, and then proposed

by an early opportunity to trouble you again at

more length. A varicty of occupations will make

that, however, impossible on the present occasion,

which I regret, because you will probably be still

too much engaged when this arrives to have much

spare time for perusing previous letters. You

will have observed that the good fortune of Great

Britain and of Mr. Pitt brought us the news of

1 Sylvester Douglas (1743-1823), first Baron Glenbervie,

was a member of the Board of Control.
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the defeat of Macdonald on the T.iebbia,? which

is, in truth, the annihilation of the French in Italy,

the day before the closing of the session. Since

then we have learned that Buonaparte has been

totally overthrown before Acre and there is

every reason to suppose that he is by this time

either a prisoner with Sir S. Smith, or put to

death by the Turks. This will have ended that

extravagant and absurd expedition, extravagant

and absurd, although it scems to have been the

result of plans, enquiries, and deliberation collected

and formed during ged ytse of years both by

the old and the ents of France.

We have never t as the French

to mistake what ty only gigantic

and wild, for ma; nd achievable, Wi

pueris pliceant eb dex iat might, I believe,

with great truth ina jectured to be the

principal motives and his band of

herocs and philk *h they embarked ;

but their enterprise w ircely be rewarded

with that sort of fame. The new revolution at

Paris has produced a chaos of accusation, reproach,

and recrimination among the ex-directors and

ex-minisicrs, In which nobody is sorry to see my

old acquaintance, the apostate Talleyrand, taking

a chief share. In short, the prospect of entirely

crushing the revolutionary monster has never been

so fair. The French are [no]better than driven home

from Itaiy ; they are pushed to the left banks of

the Rhine from the Grisons to Strasburg. The

4

1 Suvéroff inflicted a crushing defeat on Macdonald on the

Trebbia on June rg.
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secret expedition now ready will probably force

them back through Holland and Flanders within

their northern frontier. At home they are all

anarchy, bankruptcy, discontent, and dismay, and

Lord St. Vincent or Lord Meath is at this moment

in pursuit, or, as we hope, has by this time

overtaken and defeated the best French fleet

which will probably for many years venture to

navigate the ocean in a hostile manner.

It would require a more than common store of

moderation and sobr iety of te raper not to give way

to sanguine hopes andedeetings on such a state of

things. Still, hev ‘@ in the power of

fortune. The con nay have outrun

the British squadr ay escape to Cadiz,

Ferrol, or Brest; ¢ ven reach Ireland,

and by landing a jark which they are said

to have on board, .¢ rebellion in that

country. Suchan op the expedition

to the Continent, its success. This

is all possible, but fa apprehended than

the use the continental pari oi the present coalition

may make of their successes. All coalitions are

composed of elements in their nature discordant,

and we have too much knowledge of the selfish

and blind policy which has hitherto guided the

counsels of some of the members of the present

Grand Alliance, not to tremble a little amidst our

hopes that their own experience and the com-

manding genius of this nation and Government

may compel them to act on those many principles

which will alone make them and us to reap and

secure the fruits of so much blood, treasure, and

iu
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victory. It seems of the first importance, in this

state of things, that we should have able men

abroad, especially with those Governments whose

politics are now of more importance than their

armics ; and this, one is happy to think, is being

much the case, Whether it is Sir C, Whitworth?

or any other agent who influences the Court of

Petersburg, nothing can be so right as the spirited

and cordial co-operation there. Myr. Grenville’s

sense and prudence will no doubt make as much

of the strange and mysterious Cabinet of Berlin

as sense and pri myunction with the

clictates cf their a st and their honour

can. Wickham i umself a judicious

and conciliating ud is returned to

Switzerland, and | at hopes from Lord

Minto? at Vienna, fh: know him to be a man

of the most cultin aned understanding,

of calm and se of the soundest

principles and the xcnour. IT own his

appointment has gix wh pleasure, added

to the anxiety of an old and disinterested friend-

ship and intimacy of above thirty years. It is a

natural and J trust a liberal and pure sentiment

which renders the interest you feel in these great

public transactions, in which the happiness and

glory of one’s country are involved, more lively

1Sir Charles Whitworth (1752-1825), Envoy-Extraor-

dinary to the Court of Si. Petersburg, 1789-1800. Created

Baron, r8oo0, Viscount, 1813, and Earl Whitworth, 1815.

2 Sir Gilbert Eliot (1751-1814), created Baron Minto of

Minto, 1798, was Minister-Plenipotentiary at Vienna, 1790.

He became President of the Board of C ontrol, 1806, and held

the office of Governor-General of India trom 1807 until 1873.

He was promoted Earl of Minto, 1813.
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and pregnant when connected with the reputation
and fortunes of a private friend. There is

certainly, besides personal ambition, an ambition

for one’s country, and a third sort which holds a

middle place, as ambition for one’s friend. I have
little right and less opportunity or prospect of

gratifying the first ; I hope I possess the second as

strongly as becomes a person who has the happiness
of being born and living under this constitution,
and I own I like to indulge the last. Ihave known

my friend Lord Minto’ Ss genius, T have known his

statesmanlike acq ui turn of mind;

so have several c es. But cireum-
stances long preve' alities from emerg-
ing out of private iety is never quite

sure, before trial, Hiality or affection

may not exaggerate s and overlook some

latent defects belong e of whom we have

conceived a high o; not sure, my dear
Lord, whether I h: good fortune to be
long qmough or suifeter yirnate with you to
justify me in troubling you with those effusions
of my private affections, but if they are natural

and liberal, as I feel them to be, I think you will
see them with indulgence and pardon this trespass

upon your time. Since our acquaintance com-

menced I have experienced sufficient kindness

from you to encourage that sort of indiscretion, and

I have the good fortune to be connected with a

family whose early impressions of friendship with
you remain uneffaced and whose frequent and

affectionate recollection of you almost persuade tac

to believe myself a much older and more intimate
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acquaintance of yours than my own knowledge

and memory would justify. After what I have

said you must permit me to add that I feel a

personal interest similar to what I have described

in regard to Lord Minto for the event of the great

objects which you are now pursuing. I have little

fear for their success and that harvest of honour

and fame which I am sure you will consider as the

highest reward, next to the consciousness of having

meant to do good and the certainty of having

done it.

The ships latel,

of the sth of }

was then happy -

a week or two.

those of Major &

over, there is a ge

revenue from hi

nine lacs of page

for the civil and mi ishment, a surplus

of two lacs, which ¢ re, about £80,000,

The support of so many civi and military subjects
of this country alone, exclusive of the surplus, is

surely a national advantage, and the great

importance of Trincomalé to the safety of our

Indian shipping, trade, and fortunes, if it is such

as I have always understood it to be, will, I dare

say, make you very unwilling to give your consent

or opinion in favour of the cession of Ceylon on a

peace. I am persuaded that, before this time,

events have happened under your direction which

will have rendered any claim of that sort equally

inadmissible and absurd. I find North is much

brought us letters

ylon. Frederick

of secing you in

his accounts and

whom he has sent

et of a considerable

Robertson says

aying seven lacs
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embarrassed as to the administration of justice,

civil, military, and naval, but that you and Sir

J. Anstruther * have recommended a gentleman to

him from whom he expects to derive very useful

assistance. I should suppose civil and criminal

justice will be necessarily in an awkward, unsettled

state till a peace and a certainty as to the retention

of the island. There are, I believe, always nice

and knotty points relative to jurisdiction in your

Indian territories, connected with the remaining

vestiges of nominal sovercignty in the Mogul.

Perhaps it has be Bi to leave those

vestiges, though ely traceable in

Lord Cornwallis’ gislative regula-

tions. But as to ws, is there any

reason why the Gov Ceylon should not

be authorised to held int courts martial ?

Though I ask this ¢ esay long before

now the matter ha ed in consequence

of his communicatic¢ aud your decision

or correspondence on: s, I find the new

court of the Recorder at Madras proves to be an

awkward machine, whether from the principle of

its construction, or the qualities and circumstances

belonging to some of its component parts. I sus-

pect from both. You remember a grand new

charter of justice, which had occupied years and

years of discussion and consideration, and seemed

at last, just before I came to the India Board,

almost ripe for the great seal? Suddenly this

charter vanished out of sight, and one on the

1 Sir John Anstruther, Bart. (1753-1811), Chief Justice of
Bengal, 1797-1806,

A
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reduced scale of the statute of 37 G.3. took its

place, and was perhaps hurried through a little

too hastily. JI say this confidentially, for I had

bestowed much time and labour to understand

the subject (having been encouraged so to do), and

when | was prepared to communicate any result

of my labour, which might have been useful, or

to give any assistance which industry could have

afforded, the papers were sent for rather abruptly,

and the first [heard of the new char ter and act was

when the Jatter was intgaduced ‘into the House of

Commons. I de was at all owing

to Dundas, nor ¢ fault of anybody.

I think it was the ‘+, and perhaps too

precipitate judginc triends of my own

and yours; but £ has produced a sort

of half-mcasure whi ot stand, and that it

will be necessi uy ¥ k to the principles

which had arisen ormer discussions,

or, at least, alter a1 y much what has

been established. 1 ived and seen a long

correspondence on the subject. You will, being

on the spet, notwithstanding other greater objects,

be bound. I should think, to attend to it, and I

shall probably see what you may write to Dundas

or the Company upon it, and reccive information

and correction of mistakes I may be under in

that way. Or perhaps you may mention it to

myself. L have by Dundas’ desire sent him the

other day some observations on what has already

been written from Madras upon it.

Lord Clive writes to his relations and friends in

the strongest and most cordial terms in regard to
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you and your behaviour to him. J am glad you

have such reason to be pleased with him. It was

to be expected that Lady Clive would not find

much to amuse her, and I think I have heard that

Lord Clive’s health has not been very good, from

both which circumstances perhaps he may long

for London and Oakley Park. I have not, how-

ever, heard any rumour of that sort.

I intend to wait upon Lady Mornington before

IT close this letter, which Lubell has promised to

send by the first overland opportunity. Sir H.

Cottrell has desired, ntion again to you

Mr. Marriott, the 4 sndle Marriott, of

Thirsk, who was loti ad who interpreted,

it seems, for Lord ” Sat Lucknow, and

is desirous of being that way. Another

person I wish to me vais a Mr. Elphin-

stone,” nephew te 1° and for this

reason: I received: from Lord Keith

expressing very kin owards a nephew

of my own, who is pman in his fleet,

and adding a request that | would recommend

Mr. Elphinstone to your attention. He is in the

Civil Service, and, Lord Keith says, has not met

with the promotion he might have expected.

Our friend, Sir J. Anstruther, has sent Dundas

and myself the particulars of the reform he has

1 Sir John Shore (see ante, p. 25), was created Baron

Teignmouth in 1798.

2 Probably Mountstuart Elphinstone (1779-1859), who

entered the Bengal Civil Service in 1796. He was Governor

of Bombay, 1819-1827, when he was offered the post of

Governor-General of India, which he declined,
8 George Keith Elphinstone, Viscount Keith (1746-1823),

Admiral.

w
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commenced, and I am glad to find his proceedings

have been approved of and confirmed by the

Government. I darcsay he will prove a strict

and intelligent judge. You learned his abilities

and other qualities so well before that I am

persuaded he will derive great benefit and assist-

ance from your personal acquaintance and regard.

You see, Lord Cornwallis’ speech and the King’s

announce perseverance In the measure of union.

Lord Castlereagh says the prospect improves in

and out of Parliament,,,...J..am sorry to find your

brother, Mr. Pole, i <“s Our parish priest,

your other brother sopular in society,

and also in the pulp n Ireland. If Dr.

Ewart has sent 0 seachment of Fred

North, I presume y ‘the circumstances.

He must, I think, be

Lorp AUCKLAND T : OF MORNINGTON

september 15, 1799

Mr. Willis having & adme that the second

divisicn of Indiamen may probably sail from

Portsrnouth in three or four days, I avail myself

of the occasion to write a few lines immediately,

and shall probably risk a further packet to

Portsmouth in the course of next week. In the

great outcome of politics, the French Directory

contirucs to show no disposition towards a

pacification ; and, thank God, this country begins

at last to understand that a peace with such a

Government would probably be worse than a

continuance of the war. The same sentiment

1 Add. MS. 37308 £. 245.
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seems to be making way, though late, into the

Cabinets of Europe. The Emperor of Russia has

furnished us with one squadron, which is of some

little use in the protection of the Channel, and a

further squadron is expected. He is also proposing

to send a large squadron into the Mediterranean,

if the Porte will consent to its passing pro hdc

vice through the Dardanelles. The Porte professes

the greatest alarm and indignation at the proposed

division of Egypt by Buonaparte. The emperor

of Germany is tacitly strengthening and disciplin-

ing his army in the hopg.ef.finding some favourable

moment to drive £h at of Italy. The

conferences at R ispended, and the

French threaten ¢ newal of the war.

[can say nothing go uissia. The people

of Italy are showing impatient under

the French yoke, ‘yanch troops are

frequently assassin wiss are not less

impatient. The D : than ever in the

hands of France, anc ad to have ten or

twelve ships of the adimess; only they

have not sailors for half of that number. At

Brest there are about sixteen ships of the line, and

seven or eight apparently in complete readiness.

There are reports that Richez, with a small

squadron, stole out some weeks or months ago,

and went toward the Isles de France, with the

intention to meet Buonaparte in the Red Sea ; but

so far as I can learn there is no ground whatever

to credit these ingenious suppositions. At this

hour we know nothing relative to Buonaparte

except a Constantinople letter, which says that

L
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he took possession of Alexandria on the 8th July

(clearly as a proceeding of hostility and without

any preparation of magazines, etc.). We also

know that on the 2anc of July Nelson was off

Syracuse, after a long and fruitless search of

Buonaparte, in the course of which he called off

Alexandria. In all this there is such wonderful

ill-luck that one is tempted to ascribe it to the

immediate interference and directing Hand of

Providence.

This story was a eri

IT now come te ¢

right-minded as ¢

old taxes will be #

in any year since

made on terms muc

than the loan of the

a half premtum.

supplics for the

s disappointment to us.

al island. She is as

prosperous. The

tive this year than

ast loan, though

onrvable to the public

ar, is now at six and

xaring the plan of

hich will consist

chiefly in genera] “enforcing the con-

tribution of one-ter i] incomes whatever,

except those under {60 a year, and in a more

moderate scale of contribution from £60 to £200

a year. We have great hopes that we can put

this pressure at last into a practicable shape, and

that we may state it at seven or eight millions a

year. The three per cents. are now at fifty, and

we have no doubt but that our Land Tax Measure

will in a few weeks raise that higher, notwith-

standing the expected pressure of the next loan.

As to Iveland, I will say little. I send you the

report of the Secret Committee, which is drawn

with great ability (by Lord Clare), You will be
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amused by the figure which Grattan makes in it,

and will be more amused by the letter which the

Duke of Portland must soon, I presume, write

to dismiss such a Privy Counsellor.

My other enclosure gives you the catastrophe

of the Irish invasion. The newspapers will best

give you all the preceding details. J confess that

I was beginning to think it a drama of somewhat

more than five acts, but though it is mortifying

that the landing of 1,000 French should create such

a bustle during ninet ays, the result cannot

fail to discourage £ vpts of the same

kind, and to lesse the hopes which

the French and ti disposed to place

ineach other. Ini Lake’s action about

500 of the rebels , and the leaders

mentioned by Lake eserted from Lake)

were shot after thi ~ongford Militia-

men at Castlebar ‘es by our troops

on being found wit he French service.

It is now to be cons t can be done with

regard to Ireland. Lord Clare is coming over to us.

Union is talked of, and many papers upon the

subject are on my table. But so far as I can judge

it is a measure replete with difficulties, and likely

to be strongly resisted in this country, even if it

should be practicable as to Ireland.

I saw Mr. Pitt yesterday at Holwood, in good

health (though still subject to strict diet and

regimen), and in excellent spirits. He is now

going for a few days to Walmer. It may be

practicable to go on without meeting Parliament

till the middle of November. The Speaker is



1805} THE STATE OF EUROPE III

well at Woodley. Lord Carrington is in York-

shire. Lady Auckland and I dined a few days ago

with Wilberforce at Clapham, and found him very

happy as a married man with an increasing family.

His child is really a very fine and stout boy.

The King continues in perfect health and is at

Weymouth. Twelve thousand of the English

militia are now serving in Ireland. Lady Auck-

land and my daughters desire me to add their

kindest compliments to you."

Lorp AUCKLAND 2L OF MORNINGTON

October 30, 1799

ting the state of

ragh IT cannot say

wh inferences from

ive to the various

dated in our news~

pects so decidedly

I must say sor

Europe and of th

anything adequate

the perusal which

truths and falschog

papers. [never tl

good as they were 2 pposed to be in the

first week of last 1m an I think them so

much changed for the worse, as it is the fashion to

believe in the last weck of this month. It was in

August not unreasonable to believe that before

this time there would not be a Frenchman remain-

ing either in Italy or in Switzerland or on the right

side of the Rhine; and at present it is not

absolutely certain that the campaign may not

close with an army of French in Piedmont, with

another army of French in Switzerland, and a

third in Suabia, etc. I am still willing to believe

that this will not be the case; much, if not the

* Add. MSS. 37308 f. 249.
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whole, will depend on the struygle which the Arch-

duke and Suvéroff are nowmaking against Massena.

In the meantime the premium of our last loan,

which was at twenty-one, has fallen to three.

The national feclings have been deeply affected

by the unexpected close of the Dutch business.

There were many who at the outset of that

enterprise thought it bad policy to expose our-

selves to a reverse at a moment when the preval-

ence of public opinion gave <reat embarrassment

to the Parisian pandemaniarn. There were others

who thought at thé sur acquisition of

the Dutch flect, ¢f wise to close the

enterprise, and : p the enemy in

suspense as to wh 4 blow might fall,

Again there were 1 highly disapproved

the sending Prince x1 and Presidents of

the Council upon n of severe and

dangerous attack, nd difficult scene

of action, and in th windy approach of

winter. Still, however Tf was evident that he led

a strong body of friends in Holland, It was

doubtful whether the pressure against France in

so many other parts would allow him to send an

army ; it was now hoped tha” the King of Prussia,

who had assembled troops, wsuld at last co-operate

with us ; and, at last, the expectations of success

were so gencral and so high, that the kingdom was

ill prepared to learn that it was become advisable

to purchase our retreat by tie surrender of 8,000

prisoners. It is in some measure true that our

retreat might have been less exposed to loss by

inundating a part of North Holland; but many will

os
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think that such a severity would have been

preferable to any conception that may either

humiliate our feelings or exalt those of the enemy.

In other respects the conduct of the Duke of York,

of the gencrals under him, and of the whole army,

has been admirable, and we gained decidedly the

victory in those very severe engagements under

great disadvantages of position.

Still, although the last forty days have produced

a great reverse in our prospects, we have made

upon the whole a most glorious campaign, even

without including init: perbsuccessesin India,

Italy has been libes ‘taken the valuable

colony of Surinam = Dutch fleet.

At present the Ca pied In a measure

to ascertain what expected from the

Courts of Vienna, 1% Petersburg towards

another campaign fy within possibility

that the Directory fers of peace which

the Austrian Minis copt. It is within

probability that the of Russia, who

hitherto has acted magnanimously and on the
great scale of conceptions and exertions, may stop

short under the influence of the passionate and

capricious feelings which evidently predominate

in his character ; and lastly, with respect to the

Court of Berlin, it seems at last to be understood

that no good is to be expected. Mr. Grenville is

accordingly returned to England, and Mr. Garlike?

remains chargé d'affaires.

1 Benjamin Garlike, an carly patron of Cobbett, was in the
diplomatic service. He subsequently became Envoy at

Constantinople, and died at an carly age in 18x5.

I I
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At any rate, the period for another Budget is

approaching. Some little aid (perhaps three or

four millions sterling) may be obtained as a loan

without interest for the renewal of the Bank

Charter ; for the other part of the loan there will

be no insuperable difficulty, nor for the taxes.

Our revenue is more flourishing than ever, though

commerce receives a considerable check from the

distresses of the Continent.

We have had a bad harvest, and the price of

bread is rising. One word rnore on the subject of

the war; it is nowes xa much a predica-

ment in which we. her War nor peace,

But, thank God, ? « in the national

mind, which contin and as firm as ever,

and the King retains

We are at present

discussions for the

pied in preparatory

:; the meetings for

ood, and at Bul-

strode, and we have assistance of Lord

Clare and Lord Castlereagh (who is really possessed

of excellent talents), Lord Hobart, Mr. Pellew,

Mr. Corry, Mr. Cooke,? and Mr. Douglas. The

business is now in great forwardness under the

several heads of Representation, Commerce, and

Contribution.

Under the first we propose two members for

1 Ysaac Corry (1755-1813'. a supporter of the Union,

fought a duel with Grattan, 1500. He was Chancellor of the
Trish Exchequer, 1798-1804, and Surveyor of Irish Crown

Lands, 1799-1813.

® Edward Cooke (1755-182c), also a supporter of the Union,

Under Secretary for War, 1807, and for Foreign Affairs,
1812-1817.



1805] A CURIOUS DESERTION 115

each county: two for Cork, two for Dublin, and

one for each of thirty-two principal places. Total,

too, The franchise of the others to be indemnified

at the rate of about £15,000 to each place. And

for the other House, twenty-cight lay peers to be

chosen for life, and four spiritual lords to serve by

rotation,

The commerce has given a good deal of trouble

in order to reconcile its freedom to the safety of

the revenuc. The contribution to be in the

proportion of one 10 gis.for the peace establish-

ment, and of one fae war expenditure,

to the first peric hich is proposed to

be at the end of t , according to rules

and principles which ed. But experience

has shown how mx enterprises are liable

to delays and di cits. If the Union

were well carricd e that it would be

the happiest anc ant event that the

British Enipire ba wn.

At present it is

should commence about the Toth of next January,
and the British about the 2oth.

Among the odd events of the time, Buonaparte’s

escape fron Egypt’ is curious enough. He seems

to be the first instance of a general deserting,

unless Lafayette’s on the smaller scale may be so

considered ; but I believe that Luckner then

commanded.

1 He handed over the command of the army to Kléber and

ermbarked August 23, landing at l'réjas on October 9. Joining

the opponents of the Directory, he caused its overthrow,

November g and ro, and in December became First Consul,
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No more at present. My head and hand are

tired.?

While events were thus stirring in Europe,

Mornington had not been idle in India. He had

in September 1798 negotiated a treaty with the

Nizam of Haiderabad, by which that ruler dis-

missed his French officers and received in place

of them Sepoys under the command of British

officers. In return it was indicated that he would

be protected against. »s, and in October

1800 this was confi nite guarantee of
the Nizam’s domir $3 were not, how-

ever, so easily settle , whose territory

was a rallying grour hose who objected

to the British in fn ‘'y preparation was

made for war, anc nd was entrusted

to General Harri ® March 5, 1799,

entered Mysore, and 4 captured Seringa-

patam, Tipu being killed in the assault.

This was, of course, a great achievement, and

Mornington was by no means inclined to minimise

its importance, or to put at too low a figure the

return that he expected for it. It is clear from

his correspondence with Grenville that he thought

a dukedom a fitting reward for his services.

1 Add. MSS. 37308 f. 263.

2 George Harris (1746-1829), whe in 1815 was raised to the

peerage of the United Kingdom as Haron Harris of Seringa-
patam and Mysore,
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THE EarL oF MoRNINGTON fo LORD GRENVILLE

Fort St. George; May 12, 1799

To you I shall use no disguise, but inform you

plainly that the manner in which I have conducted

this war has been reccived with cxultation, and

even with the most unqualificd admiration in

India ; and (to talk like Lord Abercorn) you will

gain much credit by conferring some high and

brilliant honour upon me immediately. The

Garter would be much more acceptable to me than

any additional title, nox..would any title be an

object which should “anc to the same rank

which was given allis. Tipu Sultan

fought better and | iore efficient army

than in the last we British army entered

Mysore on the st! and took Seringa-

patam on the 4th M conscience I believe

the army fitted ons, Wve, and commanded

by General Harris sany in the world.

I trust to you not te »be neglected. If

my success at Haid d at Seringapatam,

accomplished within Iess than twelve months, be

not merit, I know not what the public service is,

and J cannot return to my happy mdolence at

home too soon.’

THe Eart oF MorRNINGTON fo LORD GRENVILLE

Private Fort St. George

August 9, 1799

For an account of my operations and views I

must refer you to the despatches and to the printed

papers, and to my brother Henry, whom I have

1 Fortescue MSS. v. 49.
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persuaded myself to send to Dundas on the

occasion of this important crisis. Henry is the

only man in India, excepting myself, who is

thoroughly master of the whole subject; and

although it is dreadful to me to be separated from

him, and left here absolutely alone (Arthur being

stationed at Seringapatam), | sacrificed my private

comfort to my views of the public service, and

resolved to despatch him to Europe with the

Partition Treaty of Mysore, and the Subsidiary

Treaty of Seringapatam: @ a British garrison.

I anticipate the s: pu will feel in the

magnitude of the ¢ i have been able

to render within ; e. If they are

estimated and felt: e as they are in

India, I shall have desire in point of

character... .

i

ne

ORD GRENVILLE

Fovt fovember 29, 1799

You seem surprised’ earnestness with

which I spoke of honours, and you tell me I must

ultimately look to English effect. But I must

Jook to English effect through Indian effect, and

I feel every hour that, for the latter, the highest rank

and honour are indispensable. This isso much my

conscientious opinion with regard to this Govern-

ment that Gf I am deemed unworthy of such

distinctions) my decided judgment is that some

person should be sent here who either actually

possesses them, or may receive them soon after his

arrival... . Theopinion ofthe publichere is indeed

1 Fortescue MSS. v. 267.

THE Eart or Mo
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an honour to me such as I can never reccive in the

shape of title ; unless inasmuch as that form shall

express to me the approbation of my friends and

country. But the public opinion here will be

affected by any coldness in England—and am I

to expect to see my claims undervalued at home ?

or can I bear, without the most poignant regret,

the idea that more justice is done to me here than

by those whom I quitted with so much grief ??

The news of the conquest of Mysore was received

with enthusiasm at tall Street, and, on

Novernber 13, 1% t of Proprietors

passed unanimous f thanks to the

Governor-General! sdom, energy, and

decision displayed the discharge of his

arduous duty from (his arrival in India

until the glorious | rmination of the

late war by whic of the Sultan of

Mysore and the inilusix e French in India

have been crushed, events which promise to

establish on a firm basis the tranquillity and

security cf the British dominions in India.” A

more material reward was a pension of £5,000 a

year, granted for twenty years—a return for

Mornington’s having declined to take his share of

the prize-money collected at Scringapatam. “I

understand,” he had written to Dundas, “ that if

the reserved part or the prize taken at Seringa-

patam, consisting of prize-money and ordnance,

1 Fortescue M{SS. vi. 49.
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should come into the possession of the Company, it

is their intention to grant the whole to the army,

reserving £100,000 to be afterwards granted to me.

I am satisfied upon reflection you will perceive

that the accepting such a grant would place me

in a very humiliating situation with respect to

the army; and, independent of any question of

character, or of the dignity and vigour of govern-

ment, I should be miserable if I could ever feel

that I had been enriched at the expense of those

who must ever be-i! of my affection,

admiration, and 1 who are justly

entitled to the e sion of all that a

munificent King < niring country can

bestow. Even if the dence of my family

were at stake, whic acl it is not, I never

could consent tc ¢ an arrangement

injurious to the cc Mysore.”’?

The British Gover: 3, desired to honour

Mornington, and Pitt’s proposal that the Governor-

General should be advanced to the dignity of a

Marquess in the Irish peerage was approved by

the King. The honour was gazetted in December,

and Wellesley (as he must henceforth be called)

received the news towards the end of April (1800).

“IT cannot describe my anguish of mind in feeling

myself bound by every sense of duty and honour

to declare my bitter disappointment at the

reception which the King has given to my services,

1 Pearce: Wellesley, 1. 337.
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and at the ostensible mark of favour that he has

conferred upon me,” he wrote at once to Pitt.

“In England, as in India, the disproportion

between the service and the reward would be

imputed to some opinion existing in the King’s

mind of my being disqualified by some personal

incapacity to receive the reward of my conduct. I

leave you to judge what the effect of such an

impression is likely to be on the minds of those

whom he is appointed to govern, and with what

spirit or hope of s 4 attempt to take

that lead among it must now be

the policy of the | ‘ament to assume

in India. I will « y that as I was

confident there had ung Ivish or pinch-

beck in my conduct sult, I felt an equal

confidence that 1; nothing Irish or

pinchbeck in my fy health must

necessarily suffer with: ae ts , and the mortify-

ing situation in which I am plac od will soon become

intolerable to me. You must therefore expect

either to hear of some calamity happening to me

or to sex me in England, where I shall arrive in

perfectly good spirits, in the most cordial good

temper with all my friends, and in the most firm

resolution to pass the remainder of my life in the

country, endeavouring to forget what has been

inflicted upon me.” The letter is signed, “‘ Morn-

ington (not having yet received my double-gilt

potato).”’

net
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A step in the Irish peerage was, indeed, a poor

reward, but it is noteworthy that not his protests

at this time, nor his subsequent services, ever

resulted in Wellesley securing higher rank, though,

to the end of his days, he ardently desired a

dukedom.

THE EARL OF LIVERPOOL to THE MARQUESS

WELLESLEY

London : February 14, 1800

your Lordship my

pture of Seringa-

ns of Tipu Sultan,

reputation, which

y your conduct in

Y do assure your

are unanimous in

IT beg leave te

sincerest congrattd

patam, and of a

and on the great

your Lordship ha

every part of this

Lordship that the

their approbation

We are still un ty of continuing

the war against Frar ews Lordship will read

in the public papers an account of the revolution

which took place in the Government of France on

the gth of last November [the overthrow of the

Directory]. All the republican principles which

the politicians and philosophers of that country

have endeavoured to propagate for the last ten

years are now abandoned atid rejected by the

avowal of the members and supporters of the

present French Government. That Government

is no longer a republic, but a military despotism,

under the direction of Buonaparte. Your Lord-

ship will also see by the printed papers in what
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manner His Majesty has been advised to reject the

propositions for peace made by Buonaparte. The

two Houses of Parlament have approved of this

advices, and, in truth, the administration of the

country was never more firmly established, nor

more popular and triumphant, than it is at present.

Our connections with forcign powers are still

subject to great uncertainty and embarrassment.

Though the Emperor of Russia is cordially con-

nected with Great Britain in all that relates to the

war, he docs not agree, nor can he be made to

agree, with his brother mperor of Germany.

The Emperor of ss the war on the

simple principle Government of

France, as well as @ svernments. The

Court of Vienna kk thing else but the
averandisement of of the House of

Austria, and will » ancient principle,

or support any fer ccept so far as it

does not interfereTM * ambitious views,

whica are to them a: site object. It has
been found, also, that though the Russian common

soldiers are the bravest in the world, their troops

in general, from the defect of their regimental

officers, are not so good as there was reason to

expect; and as these troops cannot, therefore, act

alone with a prospect of success, it is impossible,

on the other hand, to induce the Austrians to act

with them. Suvoroff, who is a sort of savage with

grea: talents and vigour of mind, acknowledges

himself that he can do nothing without the

assistance of an Austrian Etat-Major and Austrian

artillery, and the Government of Vienna will not
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suffer him to avail himself of their co-operation in

this respect. Under these difficulties, we have

been forced to relinquish the assistance we

expected to receive from the Russian army in

Germany. The whole, or at least the greatest

part, of it will march back into their own country.

The subsidy we paid on this account will cease,

and we shall employ our money in hiring German

troops to act in conjunction with the Austrian

army in Germany.

The Austrian troops in this quarter will be very

numerous—I00,006 me 1@ cast, and they will

be supported by f other German

troops, which Gre ke into her pay.

The Austrian army L also amount to

I00,000 men, and > assisted in the

north of Italy by a -redmontese troops.

After this latter ar de itself master of

Genoa, one-half of deavour to make

their way into D: ® the remainder

defends the passes § ve French might

descend from Switz to Italy. A large

body, however, of Russian troops will be employed

in the southern parts of Italy, where the King of

Naples is prevented from returning to his Italian

dominions by the tumults and insurrections which

still prevail among his subjects in those parts ;

and a part of these will probably ise employed in

endeavouring to get possession of Malta. You

will see, from the Egyptian intercepted corre-

spondence (a copy of which I have no doubt will be

sent to you), the state of the French army in

Egypt, where they will certainly perish if we can

re
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prevent. succour being sent them, and if the

undisciplined Turks can be induced to act so as

only te endeavour to intercept their communi-

cation by land, and not suffer themselves to be

drawn into a general engagement, in which they

will always be beat. I could wish that a sufficient

number of the Company’s troops, which are under

your Lordship’s command, could be employed to

take firm possession of some strong post that

could command the straits of Babelmandeb, for

Commodore Blanketi ites me word that the

passage up the Pathe communication

by land to Alex more practicable

than has been sagined. We have

15,000 Russian tr iy, now stationed in

Guernsey and Jerse we are endeavouring

to bring them into a, -t state of discipline.

They are ready ¢ ions on the French

coast, and to as ‘ections that may

happen. They w have the effect of

occupying the at 1 great number of

French troops, and creating a very considerable

diversion. We have, besides, in this country

50,000 disposable troops to be employed in any

expedition which it may be thought advisable to

undertake, and we expect many insurrections in

differcnt parts of France in the beginning of the

summer,

At the time I write the great contest is going on

at Dublin in the Irish House of Commons, with

pomet

1 Commodore, afterwards Rear-Admiral, John Blankett
(died r8o0r) served as Commander of the British fleet in the

Egyptian operations,
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respect to a Legislative Union. I think it will be

carried, though the resistance that is made to it

is powerful, very angry, and very tumultuous. I

have thus taken the liberty of giving your Lord-

ship a short picture of the state of things in

Europe.!

THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY to LORD GRENVILLE

Fort William: May 1, 1800

Pitt, Dundas, and Bernard will tell you how I

have been distressed - I y my Irish honours, and

what their effect is re; they will tell

you that I must f am to continue

an Jrish Lord, anc > higher marks of

the King’s sense ‘es. But I shall

return in perfect ¢ r with myself and

my friends, and exg sposition to become

a Buckinghamshi e freeholder, and

to remain a cout to the end of my

days, talking ov vitics with Major

Massacre, and Mrsi s, and the Major

Majorum, not forgetting Major Aprorum, Rennell ;

and with your speech, and the votes of both

Houses, framed, over my parlour chimney.

With respect to grants of money, I cannot

accept any grant which shall be, or shall appear to

me, a deduction from the prize-money of the

army. Dundas has been most kind in the pains

he has taken on the subject.

I am tolerably well, but in bad spirits, and

annoyed by feelings of mortification and disap-

pointment, which [ shall soon forget when I have

1 Add. MSS."37303 £..279.
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shuffled off this mortal coil, and arrived on English,

not Breetish, nor Ivish, ground.

Despatch the overland express, and, for God’s

sake, bring me home, home, home; home first,

home last, home midst.

No official letter has reached me respecting my

new brogues, and it would not be correct to put

them on before I get them, by Jasus."

¥: May 28, 1800

vith your brother?

his return I have

eal of him, and like

ns, but particularly

to take in all your

h he took several

I told him what

T never was muél

before he went to

made « pcint of see

him very much, for n

for the great interes

wishes and purstit

opportunities of sp

I had told Lady We at I thought in the

way in which titles “hadbeen for some time

distributed, the making you a Marquess was not by

any means an adequate reward for your services.

I heartily wish there had been no engagement to

prevent you having immediatcly a Blue Ribbon,

which, from being a personal distinction, would

have been particularly desirable to you. He

secmed exceedingly anxious upon other points

about which he knew you to be, and we had much

conversation respecting all the difficulties which

1 Fortescue MSS. vi. 209.

® The Hon. Henry Wellesley was sent home with despatches

concerning the conquest of Mysore.
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attended them. I intended to have had a con-

versation with Pitt, but I have not for the last two

months been in the way of seeing him, and I am

at last obliged to leave London last Friday without

having done so. The Speaker, however, told me
that Pitt would certainly seeand converse with your

brother before he went, and would write a letter to

you, which, of course, would be more satisfactory

to you. lam afraid there will be great difficulties

in getting a title for your son. If it could be done

at all the way would be by a direct creation, and

not by descent, and id. be better managed

after your return is mother would

be older) than jus talents, and his

manners, which are eption the best J

ever saw any boy pa . together with the

fortune which you w bled to settle upon

him if you contin your five years,

and should have fren, which Lady

Wellesley’s age, yo vt, does not make

it by any means impos m your return: all

these circumstances, I say, will make his situation

in life so advantageous that his prospects must be

satisfactory to you, even if you were not to succeed

in this object. Nothing, I hope, will induce you

to return before the expiration of the five years,

not only on account of the cifference it must make

in your pecuniary concerns, but in what I am sure

affects you much more than that or any con-

sideration of rewards. I mean, your credit as a

public character, which would certainly not stand

in the very high light your friends have the

satisfaction of finding it does at present. I can
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speak of this the more confidently from the kind

of observations which were made upon the report

of your coming home a few months ago, and which,

whenever I heard them, I contradicted.

Pitt’s health has not been for these last two

months as good as we could wish, and any exertion

seems always to affect him, which you know used

not to be the case. But this has only been the case

the last two or three months, for in the winter I

think he was looking better than he has done for

a long while.

Dundas is by ne

great care and 4

You will see by

been a great divisic

from difference of

itself, but partly fro:

House of Lords to #

at Grenville ; and

desirous of establis

in the House, whic!

troublesome.

A great deal of all this, however, certainly

proceeds from there being no regular Opposition.

The secession dissolved what did exist, and the

principal members of it have quarrelled too much

to unite without some immediate prospect of

success. The Prince of Wales has been during the

whole winter looking so ill that it was not thought

he would survive the year, but he is now much

better, and his physician, Sir William Farquhar,

says he is well, if he could but think himself so,

and his friends take great pains to declare this

I K

strong, and requires

sep himself well.

5 that there has

Livorce Bill, partly

pecting the Bill

wish in many in the

tunity of running

arence is certainly

princely influence

vill in time become
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everywhere; but he is still subject to violent

spasms, for which he takes a great quantity of

laudanum: this can hardly be imagination. He

dines with everybody. What think you of his

making Tom Tyrwhitt? give him a dinner in order

to meet William Jackson; and that not for the

purpose of making him drunk, for Jackson com-

plained afterwards he had not had wine enough.

Your brother will tell you all the news, etc. I

do not know whether you have not some intention

of making some > purchase in the country ; the sea

.well that you will

, but, if not, it

ch Lord Malmes-

rom account of the

he beauty of the

made the house a

and now wishes to

red of any place,

e there is no good

not be an objection

strikes me that Pa

bury * bought, wou

distance from Lond

place. Lord Maly

very good one, Iu

part with it, as he;

and his son does no

shooting, which I thi

to you’,

THE MARQUESS OF BUCKINGHAM to THE MARQUESS

WELLESLEY

Chelmsford : August 25, 1800

I have just learnt that your brother leaves town

1 Thomas Tyrwhitt, an intimate of the Prince of Wales.

He was subsequently knighted, and acted as Black Rod.

2 James Harris, first Earl of Malmesbury (1746-1820),

diplomatist. He had negotiated the marriage between the

Prince of Wales and Princess Caroline of Brunswick. His

Diaries were published in 1844.

3 Add. MSS. 37308 f. 290.
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to-morrow for India, and J cannot suffer him to

see you without reminding you of the unabated

interest I take in all I hear about you. The

public approbation of your conduct seems still

as high as ever, and has not been lessened by the

envy which has arisen in consequence of the

remunerations given to you, which are in every

point exactly what I wished for you. I have put

into my brother’s hands two days ago a proposal

(which we both thought in many points highly

eligible for you) for the purchase of Burke’s house

down at Beaconsfield... {peculiarly to you)

truly classic grou vse to Dropmore,

and not far fror id your nearest

nelghbeur is our fr ington,’ who has

established himself y iterations at Lord

Lansdowne’s at Higt I have not heard

for the last two da t of my brother’s

enquiries, but if h nds approve this

purchase it would ri y happy.

The rost unexpec of everything that

was hoped for on the continent has so entirely

routed every speculation founded on former

history either of war or of policy, that I have

closed my book of speculation and am content to

take the events as they arisc. But it seems to me

most clear that Vienna will make her peace with

France, because it is most clear that Buonaparte

must give her good terms, in order that he may

secure his existence, which depends wholly on

peace. And the next fear I entertain is that he

1 Robert Smith, first Baron Carrington (1752-1838), a

supporter of Pitt, who raised him to the peerage in 1796.
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will offer to England, from the same motives, such

terms as Mr, Pitt dare not refuse, and yet such as

in my mind will give us up to the very increased

power of France. I understand that his situation

is very critical, and that, if he fails in his Austrian

peace, the Jacobins will overthrow him. He is

now urging upon our backs a Northern armed

neutrality, with whom we have actually grappled

by the detention of this Danish frigate. My

brother is sanguine in his hopes that Lord Whit-

worth’s negotiation, backed by Admiral Dickson,

who was off Elsinor w ips and four bomb-

ketches on the T1th vis dispute. But

Town that I don m_on this subject,

for I cannot persua it that this matter

had been previous, Russia. If, how-

ever, it is true that enciling himself to

Austria, it is possik vii leave the Dane

to settle his own 9 I do not, how-

ever, know why It th this nonsense ;

for, interested as 4 rmment is in the

chapter of Danish hostility, or amity, you will

have had the best materials for deciding upon this

question.

I trust that you will not be sorry to see my

son’s name! to the despatchcs from the Board of

1 Richard Temple Nugent Brydges Chandos Grenville

(1776-1839), elder son of the Marquess of Buckingham, entered
Parliament in 1797. He accepted the office of a Commissioner
of the Board of Control on July 2, c8oo, but resigned in the

following March. He succeeded his father as (second)

Marquess in 1813, and nine years later was created Duke of

Buckingham and Chandos. His Private Diary was published
in 1862.
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Control. He is named a Supernumerary Com-

missioner and without pay, a situation that

exactly mects his wishes ; and I trust that he is

fairly embarked in those habits of business which

are necessary to the existence of a Grenville. In

truth he is a very discerning young man, and if he

continues to look to public business his talents will

not disgrace him. I[t is no small part of my

gratification that you will be able to assist his

career by your information and opinions in that

department. But I sincerely hope that the reports

which I have hea: anxiety for your

immediate return ro unfounded, for

although J should ¥ to see you once

more safely landed, | 2 of the word, yet

I am confident that everely repent any

precipitation on thi: The natural period

of your return will t your absence very

much, and the di ear may decide

very muck. upon ti fort of the many

years that I trust a3 r you, with all the

enjoyment of what «

Ke

added to your fame,

character, and situation. You will, [ know, excuse

all I say and all I feel on these subjects, for you

know how much I love and esteem you.

Adieu, dear Wellesley. God give you health!

All the rest you have made for yourself.

I have been very ill this spring with a fever that

nearly carricd me off. It ended by a violent

erysipelas in my left lcg, which, having been

broken four years ago, is now so weak that I can

hardly walk ; but Iam in good health, and I am

now (though only fit for invalid duty) with my
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regiment at Chelmsford, and on my way to Gosfield,

where I pass the remainder of the summer.

P.S. Could you procure for me a small pignon

of one of the turrets or columns of Tipu’s palace ?

My brother and I both settled that you ought to

bring one over for yourself to be put on the summit’

of an Indian column at your Mysore, which must

be the name of your house wherever you choose

that part of the East India Company’s £100,000

shall be vested."

It is needless to 5

“ double-gilt potat

health, albeit he

redoubled his energt

to put his house

supreme power in ¢!

same year entereds sy with Oudh, by

which the Nawab iderable territory

in return for protecti hus foes. Wellesley

appointed his brother, Henry, to govern the new

district. For this he was attacked by the Directors

of the East India Company, who regarded the

appointment as an encroachment upon their

rights of patronage. When the Governor-General

received letters to this effect from Leadenhall

Street, he at once announced his intention to

return to England as soon as his successor was

appointed.

1 Add. MSS. 37308 f. 294.

2 See the letters of Addington, Wellesley-Pole, etc., in

September 1802.

aac reward merely of a

‘termine Wellesley’s

indignant. He

We became the

ym 1807, and in the
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THE MARQUEsSS OF BUCKINGHAM fo THE MARQUESS

WELLESLEY

February 10, 180%

Though you will have heard from my brother

the details of all that has happened here, yet he

will not say to you what is necessary for you to

know, vi:., that amongst those who quit the

King’s service there are many who doubt the

propricty of the resolution taken by Lord Grenville

and Mr. Pitt of lending themselves to the King’s

views to enable him to fight the game which they

conceive so hazar country as to justify

them, under ali circumstances of

danger and cliffics ig their situations.

It is clear to me t ing had no resource

if Addington had n sh cnough to under-

take the governme s equally clear to me
that if the King ha himself checkmate

he would ultimate vay in the religious

scruple of his oath | uot interfere with

the repeal of the | Act in 1782 for the

Dissenters, or with the Catholic relaxation in 1795.

But these scruples have now been suggested to

him, and the step adopted by Mr. Pitt will give

strength to this High Church cry. In short, this

system is too refined for common comprehension,

and a political line that is intended for the com-

prehension cf the people at large must be plain and

direct. You will see that the newspapers treat

all this as a juggle and trick that is to end in the

restoration of Mr, Pitt, and this is the inter-

pretation so universally given to it that the

stocks have hardly fallen. Judge then what the
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impression will be on the public mind when they

find that they are abandoned to a Ministry of such

vapid dregs. The details of it you will learn (as

far as they are known) from others. No War

Minister can be found, and no man hardy enough

to go to Ireland either as Lord-Lieutenant or as"

Commander-in-Chief. Lord Hawkesbury takes my

brother’s office. The Duke of Portland and Lord

Westmorland remain. Lord St. Vincent will

possibly accept the Admiralty. Lord Spencer

has acted most handsom ly, and has spoken to the

King and to all whe r iim in the manner

I could wish; so ; Dundas speaks

the same languag Cirects his nephew

to retain his office. er and his brother

resign, so does Can , my son, and some

others, but the gene ession amongst the

office people is to g Pit by retaining

their situations. the seals, but

acts as a Ministe isle? refused the

Admiralty, Lord Mz India Board, and

Pelham? the War Dep nt. Cum multis alis.
Such, my dearest friend, is the exact state of

this moment; on our foreign politics, on our

internal dissensions, on our projects in Ireland and

the long list of etceteras, I say not a word, for you

will have them from other hands, but Bernard

is waiting to close this packet.’

1 Frederick Howard, fifth Earl of Carlisle (1748-1825), the

friend of Fox and George Selwyn.

2 Thomas Pelham (1756-1826), Irish Secretary, 1795-1798.
He was Home Secretary under Addington. He succeeded his

father as (second) Earl of Chichester, 1805.

3 Add. MSS, 37308 f. 321,
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Pitt resigned the office of Prime Minister in

March r&o1, owing to the King’s refusal to consent

to Catholic Emancipation, a measure which the

Minister thought essential to the pacification of

Ireland. With him retired the entire Cabinet,

except the Duke of Portland, Lord Westmorland,

and Lord Chatham, who retained in the new

administration their posts of Home Secretary,

Lord Privy Seal, and Lord President. Under

Addington, Hawkesbury became Foreign Minister

and Hobart War Eldon was Lord

Chancellor, St. ¥ to the Admiralty,

and Lewisham to ® -ontrol.

ROUESS WELLESLEY

vn: April 4, 1801

: other channels,

x, that the strong

Lorp AUCKLAND é

Quite private

You will have

before you can rece

administration of ougdnis s felo dese. Why it

should have been so is an enigma to many, and to
none more than tome. I was provoked to express

this sentiment inadvertently in debate a few days

ago, and [ enclose a statement of my expressions,

which are (I believe) very faithfully given. I

have long been known to have a decided opinion

on the Catholic question, and I supposed it to be

the opinion also of those who have now taken so

fatal a step in support of the opposite opinion, I

lament personally that individuals whom I love

and respect should have placed themselves in a

predicament which will load them with the whole
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discredit, if the war should end unhappily, and

which will give to others the whole credit of the

result, if that result should be better than we now

expect. I lament from more contracted motives

that what has so strangely happened must

necessarily separate friends from friends. I lament

in a larger sense that the Empire has lost the only

Government which had strength of mind and

public confidence in any degree adequate to the

difficulties which are pressing upon us. I feel

both esteem and affection for some of the new

Ministers, but I amon nd to the confusion

which forces itself¢ aservation and on

the conviction of

In short, my de

write a cheerfuller

the whole history w

myself to a certai

interval at least, i

those who are in

themselves out.

In the hope of avoiding all political reflections

IT am come with my family for two or three weeks

to this place.

The present objects of public anxiety are :

I. The King’s health, which, notwithstanding

the announced recovery, continues to be seriously

and alarmingly shaken ;

2. The negotiations for peace which must be

sought by the new Government to the utmost

verge of concession not essentially unsafe and

dishonourable ;

3. The Egyptian Expedition, which has loitered

svish that I could

ou. Perhaps I see

iced eye, for I feel

nd for a certain

rated both from

e who have put
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so long on the road that our expectations

droop ;

4. The Baltic Expedition, which sailed with

sanguine hopes of getting possession of the Danish

Fleet ; those hopes are now less confident.

I will write again soon; and I am willing to

hope that I see matters worse than I ought to do.

I can at least inform you that your sons are

doing as well as possible.’

SCROPE BERNARD to HENRY ADDINGTON

tyeet: May 4, 1801

ll to your mind

me to have with

s granted to Lord

: fall very short of

ained. The subse-

ie advantageous

rdship, and the

I hope you willg

the conversations 4

you on the subject

Wellesley, which y

the expectations he

quent successes i

treaties concluded

important service: xy him in every

part of his administ iy perhaps suggest

the propriety of recommending His Majesty to

confer some further honour upon his Lordship.

In that case an opportunity will be given to efface

the disagreeable impressions which the grant of an

Trish marquisate excited in his mind, by advanc-

ing him from that rank to a marquisate of the

United Kingdom, As he is already above all

the existing carls no umbrage could be given to

any one by such a measure; and how much his

mind dwells upon it, and how essential he considers

it to his honour, reputation, and consideration in

1 Add, MSS. 37308 {. 327.

reek
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India, and even to his peace of mind, may be seen

by an enclosed extract of a letter which I take the

liberty of communicating to you in explanation of

his feelings on this subject. It is possible that

the grant of new honours to the heroes of Copen-

hagen may give a convenient opportunity of

doing justice to Lord Wellesley’s claims, by

advancing him to the title of Marquess Wellesley

of the county of Somerset, in reward of his

eminent services in the East subsequent to the

date of the honours conferred upon him before.

And considering the of his grief and

disappointment, |

more gratifying to

a measure, if circum

recommend it to H

riends than such

suld enable you to
t

y-PoLE to THE

LEY

save: July 3, 1801

I do not attempt to write you any news. Your

other correspondents are better able to do that

than J am. I think Addington’s Government

goes on very well. There is, in fact, less opposition

than there was when Pitt went out, though the

Government undoubtedly rests upon Pitt’s sup-

port. However, I think it cloes so much more

now than it will in another session. Addington is

said to be improving as a speaker. I think by

what I hear, and by the newspaper reports, that

he is too candid on his legs. This, I hope, will

1 Add. MSS. 37306 f. 339.

THE Hon. WILL

Mare
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mend. The session is over and all the business

has gone off very well.

Ireland is perfectly tranquil, and will continue

so, unless the French land.

It would surprise you to see Pitt lounging

through the streets in a morning, generally by

himself, and seeming not to have anything to do.

His friends cry him up more than ever, and so

he never was in better spirits. He is dreadfully

distressed in his circumstances, and Holwood is

to be sole. It is surpr how tittle sensation his

going out has m: country: nobody

speaks of him; n subscriptions, no
stir of any kind am particular friends

have frequently sai * London meant to

come foward and -bts: but not the

slightest appearan thing has there

been eastward of | Ts not all this

wonderful 2? From learn, Addington

and Pit: are as fir 3 ever they were.

Dudley Ryder is dying? He has had a fever

which eaded in an abscess in his side that is killing

him. Bragge will be his successor as Treasurer

of the Navy.

Addington told me yesterday he would im-

mediately write to you. He has been so harassed

since he came in that he has not been able

hitherto to do it. He seems mortified at your

not having taken any notice of him for a twelve-

month.’

1 He lived for another forty-six years,

2 Add. MSS. 37308 f. 344.
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Lorp AUCKLAND fo THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY

Private Eden Farm; August 28, 1801

Mr. Pitt is apparently much more robust than

he was when you left England. He must suffer

in his private reflections from the untoward turn

and unpromising state of the continental war, but

he looks well, and speaks brave words at the

breach.

The Speaker, Lord Carrington, the Master of the

Rolls, Mr. Wilberforce, Mr. Canning, etc., are all

well, and as you left them, except that the last is

Paymaster, and has‘? retty woman with

a large fortune sleasing manners.’

Lord Carrington r at his new estate

near Wycombe, an z there,

Lord Castlereagh a young man of

excellent characte tainly of first-rate

talents, is at pres nd: and we are

looking forward x of the United

Parliament. It is’ to look without

uneasiness to an @ ion with 140 new

legislators. The process is subject to some risk and

uncertainty, and may be liable to fermentations,

if not to explosions. In other respects, the more

uv

1 Canning married on July 8, 1800, Joan, daughter of

Major-General John Scott, of Balcomic, in the county of Fife,

who had a dot of {100,000. Mrs, Canning’s eldest sister,

Henrietta, had married in 1795 Wiliam Henry Cavendish

Bentinck, the eldest son of the third Duke of Portland.

* The Union of Great Britain and [rcland was proposed in

the Irish Parliament, January 22, 1799, and was rejected in

the Irish House of Commons. Re-introduced in February,

after the measure had been approved by the English

Parliament, it was carried by substantial majorities. The

Act of legislative union became operative on January 1, 1807.
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I reflect on the measure of union the more I am

convinced of its gigantic importance, and of its

tendency to double the strength and resources of

our Empire.

It is more than ever desirable that the effect of

the Union should be such as to add to our means

and powers ; for we can no longer conceal from

ourselves that the war is likely to end without any

settlement of the independence of Europe, and

with great accessions to the continental domination

and resources of France I do not even think

that the sudden ¢ ce of Buonaparte

from the scene of. ‘ive any essential

turn to affairs, F bly be succeeded

by Berthier, Mer 2, or some other

“Dux, Imperater, 1” would take the

reins. In short, s unforeseen turns

st confess, we see

calculation and

may take place ;

nothing within th

probability that t us either to push

the war with effect, « . peace with safety.

At present our countrymen in general are well

aware of the dilemma, and having provided for

the expenses of the year are well contented to

take the chapter of accidents and events. But

the equinox is approaching, and the demands for

another vear are coming within view, and the

income tax is already mortgaged as far as 1808.

Buonaparte, who, in spite of some bad and

detestable points in his history, certainly possesses

great qualities both in council and in the field, is

busied in intriguing against us at the several

Courts of Europe, by cajoleries, money, and
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negotiation, and he is proposing to renew our

alarms respecting Ireland and Portugal.

Our Royal Master (who, thank God, continues

to preserve the most perfect health) stands stout

and unshaken. His Ministers in general are also

stout, and there may even be one or two among

them who still talk of protecting the old French

monarchy. Thesupport of Parliament isalso steady.

As to the rest, I can only say: “ Enjin, nous

verrons.” That same battle of Marengo! wasa

most unexpected calamity of the first magnitude.

be made upon it

retched dupes in

@ be turned towards

my of reserve was

: iuge of march which

a Corps of 1,000 men.

s, providential inter-

-by eleven weeks of

nd corn that I can

remember to have: . any country. We

accordingly have an nd abundant harvest,

sufficient to have reduced the loaf already from

184d. to 13#0., and ?# may be expected to be

lowered soon to 11d. or 10d. I am not so sanguine

as many who believe that we shall soon see it

again at 7d. A late and unfavourable harvest

would have placed us absolutely in a state of

famine, for the difficulty was already great, and

Genoa, whilst the

breaking into Italy

might have been thw:

We have had 4.

ference in our fav

the finest weather

1 At the battle of Marengo, June 14, 1800, Napoleon en-

gaged the Austrians under Melas. The French were at one

time driven back, and in the afternoon the Austrians were

masters of the field, but the arrival of Desaix turned the

scale, and at nightfall the French were victors.
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the supply in many districts was become pre-

carious, although we had imported wheat to the

amount of about six millions sterling, and though

there had been a great and general reduction in

the consumption, partly from good will and partly

from the effect of price. The people bore the

difficulty well, and now that the alarm is in a

great degree removed, they are beginning to talk

nonsense about regrettors, forestallers, etc., and

to persuade themselves that all the high prices

have been fictitious ; and these idle ideas are too

much encouraged b sspectable magistrates

and by many foo Parliament.

On your retur: the pecrs of the

United Kingdom in the Court of

Requests, which is to receive them.

Lord Liverpool will pid in every respect

whatsoever. St. & apel is preserved,

and I am glad of; ne alterations are

making in Solomon’ alleries and seats.

And now, having: ever eight pages of

colloquial commerce, I recollect that I can tell

you nothing that you will not learn better and

more completely from your brother, and so with

all possible kind remembrances from this house~

hold, .. .

WILLIAM WILBERFORCE to THE MARQUESS

WELLESLEY

Yoxall Lodge, near Lichfield

September 3, 1801

It may be safcly laid down as a general rule

1 AddiMSS! 37308 f. 347.

I L
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that we never behave ill to another without an

injury to ourselves. The situation in which I

now find myself is an illustration of this truth ; for

whilst I may appear to have been inattentive to

you, I can honestly declare that J have been

unjust to myself, in not contributing to your

comfort whilst abroad, according to my measure,

by writing to you from time to time as I conceived

anything had’ arisen which was worth com-

municating to you. I could make many and no

bad excuses, but the honest, plain matter of fact

is this—that from _v uses having delayed

writing for some shamed to take up

the pen. Procras ‘hus submitted to

on principle, and

I am able to break

which I have so fon

little leisure in the

need. But having a

iorest, I find myself

the sentiments and

¢ hea .. For, indeed, my

dear Lord Wellesley, I can ‘truly assure you (and,
therefore, [repeat it, I have been highly unjust to

myself) that though I have maintained so long

a silence, [ have participated in the satisfaction

which your friends must have indulged, on account

of the wisdom and spirit which in very difficult

and critical circumstances were so eminently

displayed in your whole conduct, and the extra-

ordinary success with which it pleased God to

bless your measures. I must also pay my tribute

of acknowledgment to you for that recognition of

the over-ruling Hand of Providence which you
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exhibited, and in which, I will say, you showed

that you understood the character you had

assumed of the head and earthly representative of

a great Empire. Olim hoc meminisse juvabtt—

the day will come when your conduct in this

respect, as well as in others, will be looked back to

as exhibiting the marks of sound policy as well as

rational piety. But I know how little time you

must have at your command, and, therefore,

though [ am willing to believe that you will not

grudge the trouble of reading this letter, I must

not forget that brevit ality highly becoming

to those who wouk tters to be read

by a Governor-Ge al, If I were to

begin to say anyth matters at home,

when could I stop ? most adopt, though

T hope with very di ings and meaning,

part of Tibertu: clamation: What

changes have tak un the last few

months! You ha ‘ward from others

all that could proper runicated by letter.

I will, however, say two things, because I may

consider myself as an impartial spectator, and

what [ say may, therefore, be less suspected of

proceeding from any bias; first, that it was not

possible af last for Pitt to avoid retiring ; and,

secondly, that, much as you and I have been used

on former occasions to admire his magnanimity,

the greatness of mind with which he acted on the

late trying occasion was such as to surprise as

well as to delight me. And yet there seemed no

straining, no effort ; all was natural and easy—in

such a degree as to render you insensible to the

poet
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extraordinary magnanimity of his conduct, until

you recollected yourself and called in reflection to

your aid. It is only justice to Addington to say

that he has acted in that honourable way which

you, I know, would have expected from him. It

was the fashion at first to say that it would not

do, etc. The phrase will be to you sufficiently

intelligible, but I always maintained the contrary,

and the event has justified my expectations. You

would smile at Sheridan’s similes—that the state

of the old Ministry, after Pitt, Grenville, and

Dundas had left thei reminded him of

what was called & the brains of a

committee; and th was a Hibernian

way of cleaning s} w the great guns

overboard. But Ade

pectably in the Hou:

Pitt’s, given with \

calls so much hb

apprehended.

I am trespassing resolution I made

not to detain you long, but before I conclude I

must vindicate myself from the charge of negli-

gence in another particular, | mean in not having

waited on Lady Wellesley more frequently. The

honest truth is that I founcl I talked French so

miserably that I could not make anything out, and

we too readily admit the attacks of procrastination

when she is able to assault us at advantage by

suggestions less substantial of their kind than this.

I must break off, but not without assuring you of

my best wishes. JI cannot express my hopes that

you may conquer new Tipus. Happily you have

‘d friend of ours

ething is to be
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left nothing of that sort to do. I will only wish

that it may please God still to render you the

instrument of good to India, and to bestow on

you the highest of all honours, that of being His

agent in promoting the happiness of the many

millions over whom you are placed. I do not

believe that you are of a temper to forget your old

friends, and, therefore, I take my share in your

honours. ?

British prestige steadily increased under the

rule of Wellesley, whe p us policy of enter-

ing into treaties wi ates, to whom he

lent British troops, ich was defrayed

by the borrowers, = nas, however, were

for some time « lock. The con-

federacy had many ad what one would

consent to the othe » Jealousy was rife

in every quarter, 4 ypossible to come

to any arrangement d satisfy alike the

Peshwa, Baji Rado, and Nana Farnavis, the Prime

Minister at Poona, and the families of Sindhia,

Bhonala, and Holkar. Nana Farnavis died, and

one enemy of Britain had gone ; yet the situation

was not materially simplificd. The rest were still

divided among themselves, and some of the great

houscs were at war with one another. Holkar, in

October 1802, defeated the Peshwa and Sindhia at

Poona, and set a pretender on the throne. Shortly

afterwards, the Peshwa, who had sought refuge

1 Add. MSS. 37308 f. 350.

anne
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with the British, entered with his hosts into a

compact at Bassein, agreeing to make treaties

only in accordance with British advice, and to

employ, and pay for, a large British force.

HENRY ADDINGTON fo THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY

Downing Street: September 9, 1802

I have to acknowledge your Lordship’s letter

of the month of October by the Georgiana packct,

and your subsequent communications by Colonel

Harcourt and Colene! Monsen.’ It is my intention

to write to you fully ‘gel Harcourt in the

course of the ens i the meantime I

think it material ¢ Hf of the overland

despatch now prep e India House, for

the purpose of expre urmest and anxious

hope that at leasi y .erabark for Europe

till you have rec: 4. communication to

which [ have advé ecessary that you

should be distinctly’ “tly informed of the

sentiments of His M onfidential servants,

and of the dispositions of the Court of Directors.

These will be fully ascertaincd in the course of

seven or cight days, and I trust they will prove

to be such as will enable you to remain, during the

ensuing year, with comfort and with honour, in a

situation where your services have been most

splendid and important, and where they will be

peculiarly wanted under the circumstances that will

arise in consequence of the restoration of peace.

1 William Monson (1760-1807), son of John, second Baron
Monson, saw much service in India, and was engaged

prominently in the Maratha war.
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I will only add that I am highly gratified by

the kindness and confidence which you have

manifested towards me in all your letters.’

HENRY ADDINGTON fo THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY

Private Downing Street

September 27, 1802

The substance of the communication which you

will receive from the Court of Directors, in conse~

quence of your letters tegne.of the roth of January

and the 13th of M4 ul, I trust, fully

meet your wishé reat pleasure in

accompanying it surance, that His

Majesty’s confident? s entertain a high

sense of the magnit importance of your

Lordship's services, thing has come to

their knowledge vw -vent them from

giving their utmos th in and out of

Parliament, to the i your Government,

and to those which have beer conducted by your

directors at Fort St. George. Under these cir-

cumstances, they carnestly hope that you will be

induced to remain in India till the end of the

ensuing year, as they are thoroughly convinced

that the government of that country cannot be

administered, during that period, by any person

whatever with so much authority and advantage

as by yourself.’

1 Add. MSS. 37308 f. 367.

* Add. MSS. 37308 f. 373.

A
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Henry ADDINGTON to THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY

Secret Downing Street

September 28, 1802

The disposition of Government, and of the

Court of Directors, as it is manifested by the

despatches which will be sent by Colonel Harcourt,

will, I hope, remove all the impediments to your

continuance in India another year, to which

everyone with whom I have conversed attaches

the greatest importance. Lord Castlereagh will,

T am persuaded, he s

the Court of Diregte

the best effects £

have the greatest

will experience th

of your governmen

You will learn fr

attack on some of

(and, as I believe;

and at home. I

thinking that you

ie remaining neriod

us quarters that an

:3, and particularly

on the transactions

in the Carnatic, is very early in the

ensuing session ; but; thengi considerable industry

has been exerted to excite prejudices, no appre-~

hension ought to be entertained of its ultimate

effects. It will be repelled in the House of Lords

by the members of Government in that House,

by Lord Cornwallis, and, I need not add, by Lord

Grenville, who, however, I must say, proposed to

me, in the handsomest manner, that we should

invent together the course that it would be most

advisable to pursue. In the House of Commons,

it is equally unnecessary for re to tell you, you

will have the cordial and strenuous support of

Pitt co-operating with that of Government.
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Let me now thank you for the confidence and

kindness which pervade all your letters, as far as

I am personally concerned. Be assured that I

shall be invariably actuated by reciprocal senti-

ments, and that I shall connect your honour and

happiness with my own.

On tke state of your family I heartily con-

gratulate you; your eldest son is everything in

person, manners, disposition, and acquirements that

it is possible for you to wish; and when I saw

Gerald, which was in January last, his great object

seemed to be to fol rether’s example. I

am sorry to ment : a period as the

month of January il readily believe

that I have had it leisure during that

interval. You will, be glad to receive

a good account of Mr xnand my children.

Harry has just fei er, where he has

acquittec. himself + it. Hilery desires

to be most kindly i to you. He has

beena greater comin s: uring the last eigh-

teen moriths than it is possible for me to describe.

Of all your other friends I am enabled to give a

favourable account. I cannot express to you the

satisfaction afforded to Lord Hobart, as well as to

myself, on finding that he was included in the

number, ‘Pitt’s health and spirits had been long

improving, and at last appeared to be quite

re-established, when he had a very severe attack

of illness. He is, however, completely recovered,

and has detcrmined to go to Bath during the

present autumn. In all other respects he is

qualis ab incepto.



134 THE WELLESLEY PAPERS [1798-

1 cannot conclude without adverting to the

situation of Colonel Harcourt, the peculiarity and

awkwardness of which you will learn from other

quarters. It is, however, incumbent upon me to

assure you that no practical inconvenience has

resulted from it, as Lord Castlereagh and I had an

opportunity of conversing with him before he

went to Boulogne. I feel particularly anxious

that he should not suffer in your opinion, as I do

not know a more zealous and honourable man,

On public matters there is nothing to be com-

municated but wi iactory. The new

Parliament will 1 advantages of

peace, and of a rev harvest abundant

beyond example. my letter, | must

congratulate you o ancial prospects in

India, which are f and encouraging to

the greatest degre

THE Hon. tY-PoLE to THE

LESLEY

: September 28, 1802

I am just come from Addington, with whom I

have had a long conversation, and who is as

desirous of forwarding all your wishes as possible.

He was in the act of writing to you when I called

upon him, and he showed me the part of his letter

which was finished, and also a draft of the public

letter he had written you with the full approbation

of the Cabinet. They are both everything you

could desire. Addington intormed me that the

moment he had read your despatches which

\ Add. MSS, 37303 f. 375.

Hanover Square
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Harcourt brought, he sent them to Lord Castle-

reagh, who he heard was at Lord Cornwallis’.

This he did that Lord Castlereagh might discuss

them with Lord Cornwallis, as he knew how much

such a proceeding would please you. The result

justified the goodness of his judgment and his

kindness to you, for Lord Cornwallis urged most

strongly the necessity of your remaining in India,

and the most unqualified approbation of all your

measures. Lord Castlereagh is equally strenuous

for you, and, of COURS ord Cornwallis’ opinion

was very comforte? ‘dington, and the

knowledge of its he manner it was,

YT am certain, will gratifying to you.

Addington infornie it everything was

arranged with the ¢ ivectors about you

entirely to his satis ad they have given

way upon all thx su required. Lord

Castlereagh, he depend upon as

your fast friend. 3 i: Carnatic business

is to be brought for y in the session by

Sheridan, but you will be stron; vly defended by all

the members of administration, who, I believe, m

Cabinet have pledged themselves to take the most

active part. Lord Grenville and Lord Cornwallis

will back them in the House of Lords, and Pitt and

Dundas in the House of Commons. IJ heard with

surprise from Addington that the Prince of Wales

was violent against you, and said lie would speak

upon the subject of the Carnatic in the House of

Lords. {f he does Lord Elenborough says he

must take neighbour’s fare, for he shall not spare

him. His oracle, Tom Tyrwhitt, was violent for

he
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you last winter, and assured me a hundred times

that the Prince highly approved of your conduct.

Possibly my voting against His Royal High-

ness’ right to the revenues of the Duchy of

Cornwall may have changed him.

I showed Addington the whole of your letter to

me, and he was as kind and as friendly about it as

I could desire. You may rest satisfied that he

has an eager wish to gratify you, and to raise your

character in India, and J have no doubt but your

suggestions as to further honours will be attended

to in a manner mc ry to you. If you

will allow me to ad not say anything

further on the sub y, but wait, and

let whatever may re spontaneously

from the Crown. 7 question must end

most creditably for > when it Is over any
favour from the ome with a much

better grace and b yable than it could

be at present. 1 ‘ree with me, and

that you will not she: wipatience or feel any

disappointment at nothing ing done at present.
Colonel Harcourt has been under the most

unpleasant embarrassment ever since his arrival,

in consequence of the villainy of an agent, which

he could not have foreseen. He has been obliged

to fly to Boulogne. However, he has met

Addington and Lord Castlereagh at Eastbourne,

and neither the service nor your interest has

suffered by his misfortune. Addington assured

me that he never saw a man more zealous, or more

unhappy lest you should suppose he had neglected

your business, or could have fancied himself
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liable to what has happened when he undertook

his expedition. He offered to remain in England

at all hazards if Addington or Lord Castlereagh

thought it necessary. Addington talks in the

highest terms of him. He will be the bearer of

this letter, as he goes overland back to you to-

night ; and I thought I owed it to him to explain

that Ministers were perfectly satisfied with his

conduct, and that your affairs had not suffered

through his misfortunes. In fact, Iam the only

sufferer (except himself) by them, for I have never
been able to sec hig er, I flatter myself

I have attended a essential objects

stated in your let? could have done

had I been fortuna rave seen Colonel

Harcourt. Adding da little appre-

hensive that Lord ¢€ ould endeavour to

induce you to come however, ventured

to assure him yc attend to any

suggestion of his. e mad if you did

so, The mode in v cabinet have now

espoused your cause, the temper of Government

towards you, the present conduct of the Court of

Directors, the flourishing state into which you

have brought the finances of India, the support

you are certain of on the subject of the Carnatic,

and the credit which must result to you from

remaining where you are till all your plans are

matured and have taken full effect, renders it

certain that you have only to rest as you are to

ensure your being one of the most powerful and

most respected men in this country when you

return to it. You might lose all, and can gain
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nothing by coming away ; you risk scarcely

anything, and lay a just claim on your country

for everything by remaining. The Grenvilles are

despised, and Pitt is as firmly with Addington as

possible ; they must go hand in hand. My letter

is already too long for an overland despatch. All

is well here."

Lorp Hopart fo THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY

Private and secret Roehampton

November 14, 1802

ed that the official

ompanies should

¢n to countermand

s restitution of the

nis, and I will

the reasons which

tion in the senti-

servants. When

to make a repre-

You will probably

despatch which +

convey to you so e

the late orders for ¢

French and Dutc!}

endeavour to exp:

have led to so sud

ments of the King

the determination

sentation to the Frencke Gevernment upon the

subject of Switzerland it was conceived that the

people of that unfortunate country might have

« Add. MSS. 37308 £. 379.
* The Peace of Amiens had been signed on October 1,

1801, and had been ratified on March 27, 1802. By it, as Lord.
Grenville said, “England gave up everything and France
nothing.” In Asia she was to have Pondicherry, Cochen,
Negapatam, and the Spice Islands; in Africa the Cape of
Good Hope and Senegal; in the West Tndies Martinique, St.
Lucia, Guadaloupe, Tobago, Curacoa, and St. Domingo;
in America she was to keep Surinam, Demerara, Berbice,
and Essequibo, and St. Picrre and Miquelon were to be
restored to her. The Treaty was never fully carried out, as

there was soon again trouble betweer. Britain and France, and
war between them was declared in May 1803.
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found the means of resisting the outrageous

attempt of Buonaparte to render the Swiss

subservient to his power, and it was not thought

improbable that they might be aided in any

efforts they might be disposed to make for that

purpose by the Emperor of Germany, who, just

at that time, was manifesting a strong tendency

to maintain by force the possession he had taken

of Passau. and to withhold his acquiescence to the

plan of indemnities which France, Russia, and

Prussia were imposing upon the Empire. In such

a situation of things stycbt not improbable

that the interfere: atry might have

been brought forw. fect in order to

afford some contre! wws of the Chief

Consul upon the Cox md it was resolved

to have made the a erat the hazard of

a renewal of hostilit ist that question

was at Issue it was ble to retain such

of the possessions been restored in

conformity to the T Atnions, in our hands.

The subsequent submission of the Swiss, and the

Emperor’s concurrence in the arrangement for

the German indemnitics with some trifling modi-

fication in favour of the Grand Duke, would

sufficiently have disappointed all expectation of

a continental effort to have rendered the policy

of our further interference extremely questionable,

even if another vicious truce had not occurred

which forcibly suggested the expedicncy of avoid-

ing the adoption of any measures that were likely

to lead to an immediate rupture with the French

Government.
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The public prints will have informed you of the

change of administration in Russia, and you will

have read a variety of conjectures as to the effect

it might be calculated to produce upon the

councils of the Court of Petersburg. Upon that

subject I can venture to assure you that there is

the strongest reason to expect that the effect will

be most favourable to the best interests of the

European world, but as the system in contem-

plation cannot yet be developed without hazarding

its ultimate success, and as nothing would be more

likely to defeat it tt amature renewal of the

war between this ance, that circum-

stance, in additic reasons which I

have stated, has } ble influence upon

the line of conduct pursuing.

Having now given zasty sketch of the

motives which have : King’s Ministers

in the orders for th stitution of the

Dutch and French % remains for me

to inform you that ¥ eceived intelligence

from an authority w e believe is to be

depended upon, that Buonaparte is extremely

anxious to obtain possession of Goa, and that

nothing is more probable than his endeavouring

to intimidate the Court of Lisbon into a surrender

of it to the French Government. He has already

threatened the Portuguese with the full weight of

his displeasure if Monsieur D’Almeida is not

dismissed from his situation of Minister for Foreign

Affairs, upon no better ground than because he

granted a passport to General Lanncs to return to

France after a fifth application, alleging that he
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would not have granted it at all if he had not been

inclined to foment differences between the two

Governments. To the peremptory demand of

D’Almeida’s dismissal an evasive answer has been

given, and as Buonaparte has declared his deter-

mination not to transiger upon the subject, I

should not. be surprised if a sacrifice in territory

was substituted for that of the Minister.

In the event, however, of Portugal being

involved in hostilities, she will claim and probably

receive support from this country.

Parhament meet n, but the King will

not make his spee rd. The country

is decidedly pacifi the ablest men in

both Houses, it i arge Government

with not having ta essary measures for

preventing the agg: t of France. This,

however, ] am persiz iow the expediency

of the linc we hay nd I am perfectly

certain that, unle of war should be

unquestionable, the eed not be brought

to fear its renewal.

Lord Castlereagh will send you information upon

all points respecting matters connected with the

Government of India, and I trust will apprise you

of his intentions with respect to Webbe. I have

had several conversations with him upon that

subject, and shall be most disappointed if both

you and Webbe have not reason to be satisfied.

IT have written until Tam nearly asleep, it being

very late, and Eleanor, desiring to be kindly re-

membered to you, suggests the idea of bringing

my letter to a close.

I M
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P.S. Mr. Addington, to whom I mentioned my

having written to you, desires me to say you

would hear from him, but he really has not time.’

HENRY ADDINGTON #o THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY

Downing Street ; March 18, 1803

I cannot forbear sending you a few lines by

Colonel Monson, though my hopes of being able to

write to you at length have been unavoidably

disappointed.

We are at present in_

and critical as to 4

disposition of th

good. The wish &

a dread of war, and:

hitherto received n

sentiments publicly

Parliament. The ng

to you the account

the debates, or rat rescriptions, which

followed it. Lord Hebe Lord Castlereagh

have, I understand, given letters for you to Colonel

Monson. 1 will only add that your friends are all

well. Pitt has been materially otherwise, but is

recovered. He is, however, still at Walmer, and

means to revisit Bath in the course of next month.

It is not possible for me to pay all the attentions

I wish to Lady Wellesley and your family ; you

will, I am sure, pardon omissions, under circum-

stances which almost entirely exclude me from

the society of those with whom I am living under

the same roof. I congratulate you on the state

1 Add. MSS. 37308 f. 385.

ate that is uncertain,

The temper and

ywever, perfectly

#¢ accompanied by

y Government has

gement from any

ather in or out of

ii have conveyed

message, and of
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and prospects of India. They were clearly and

ably [stated] by Lord Castlereagh on Monday in

the Hceuse of Commons, and he renders you ample

justice. Of Sheridan’s promiscd motion we have

heard nothing for some months. Adieu !!

Lorp Hopart to THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY

Private Downing Street

March 18, 1803

Colonel Monson’s sudden departure at a time

when there is an umusie ss of business must

be my excuse for a etter, but I could

not suffer him te | at so critical a

period without se few lines. The

measurcs we are now ave been the result

of a thorough convic hey afford the only

chance of preservin icss we could make

up our minds to }

state of humiuliatic

as all the powers | ontinent, except

Russia; and you to know that,

notwithstanding the cagerness with which peace

was universally demanded, there exists at this

moment as great and as cordial a disposition to

support Government in a war, if it should be

judged necessary, as ever has been manifested

upon any former occasion. Buonaparte, having

reckoned upon a very different disposition both

in the administration and the people, is in a state

of great mortification and disappointment, and

being considerably under the influence of passion

and vanity has not been able to conceal his feelings,

1 Add. MSS. 37309 f. 3.
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as you will be able to learn more particularly from

the extract which I enclose of a letter from a Swiss

gentleman at Paris, who has resided many years

in England. His account is so accurately con-

firmed by official authority that you may depend

on its authenticity.

Whether our dissensions with the French Gov-

ernment are to end in war or not, it is very

dificult to form a satisfactory opinion; but,

although a maritime war would appear decidedly

against the real interest of France, circumstanced

as she is with respec r

there does not se

can be continued.

All speculations such a man as

circumstances must

3 trust to common

which he is con-

ylike, his interest,

reasoning upon att

cerned. His inten

in the view most £ fit, pacific: but

as he is notoriouslysinfinenced by the utmost

rancour and hatred of England, aggravated by

the publications in our newspapers, which he has

in vain called upon the Government to suppress,

the only safe line for us to take is to be prepared

for hostilities, and, indeed, I can see little expecta-

tion at present of their being avoided—unless

the prevailing sentiment in France, which un-

questionably is for the maintenance of peace,

should be declared in a way that may alarm him

for the safety of his own person and Government.

Webbe’s business, which you may be afraid I

am insufficiently pressing, is still before the Court
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of Directors, but Lord Castlereagh tells me that it

will be decided before the departure of Lord

William Bentinck, though in what manner I

cannot venture to anticipate.’

In May 1803 the Peshwa was restored, the

British force being under the command of General

Arthur Wellesley. The Maratha war was

vigorously pursued, and was practically brought

to a close by General Wellesley’s great victory

at Assaye, Septembereeg, 1803. To Generals

Wellesley and Lak credit was due

for the splendid coz {itary operations ;

but it riust not be: s too often it is

forgotten, that the ng and directing

influence was that o rnor-General, He

demanded = implies When Major

Malcolm? proteste e order on the

grounds that it mig British credit for

good faith, “ Majox business,” said

Wellesley regally, “is to obey my orders and

enforce my instructions. J will look after the

public interest.”

1 Add. MSS. 37309 £. 6.

2 John Malcolm (1769-1833), entered the East India

Company's service in 1782. Wellesley sent him as envoy to

Persia, 1799-1801, and on his return from that mission made

him his private secretary, 801-1802. He was political agent

to General Wellesley during the Maratha war. He was

knighted in 1818, and returned to England seven years later.

His principal publications were the Political History of India,

i811, anda History of Persta, 1818,

x
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HENRY ADDINGTON to THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY

Secret Downing Street

September 9, 1803

I look back with regret and shame upon the

interval which has passed since I last addressed

you ; and with the more, as you have not afforded

the example of suspending your communications

to your friends on account of the pressure of

public business. That the interval has been one

of continued exertion and anxiety it cannot be

necessary for me to agsure you; of the circum-

stances which have he greatest part of

it peculiarly pais, sonal as well as

public considerati have heard with

heartfelt concern. bear from entering

into them, nor shall of the feelings which

they have excited - nd than that they

would be intolerabt ghtest sensation of

self-reproach mad m.,

Lord Castlereagh ten fully and un-

reservedly to your Lords in a subject of great

and urgent importance, and Mr. H. Wellesley will

convey to you such information as may be material

in forming your judgment upon the point of your

continuance in India beyond the time proposed

for your departure, or the accomplishment of your

intention, conceived and declared under very

different circumstances, of quitting the Govern-

ment in the month of January 1804. There are

few persons, I am convinced, who, under the

present circumstances, would wish to see that

government in any hands but your own; there

are no circumstances which I can suppose to be
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possible under which I should not feel extreme

anxiety) at seeing it transferred to any other

person whatever ; and this I say with sentiments

of genuine respect for the talents and character of

the individual who is likely to succeed you.

These are the opinions of Lord Castlereagh, and,

as I firmly believe, of every member of the

Government. If, therefore, it should be your

determination to remain in India till a change is

likely to be less inconvenient and hazardous to

the public interests, I trust it cannot be necessary

to assure you of out wad strenuous support.

[ ain concerne the life which I

have led for upwat ars has precluded

those attentions w ney earnest wish to

pay to Lady Well yeur children. The

accounts which yeu served of them must

have been gratify u in the greatest

degree.

For a considerais was rather a large

share of illness in my * but of late, thank

God, all have been in periect health. My son
goes to Christ Church in October. Hilery is

quite as well as usual, and has resumed a military

character, as the commander of a Volunteer Corps

of 1,000 men, called the Mendip Legion.

It is impossible to convey to you an adequate

idea of the spirit which universally animates the

country. The number of Regulars, Militia, and

army of Reserve in Great Britain will amount by

the end of this month (when the latter will be

completed) to 140,000 men, and of volunteers,

whose services have becn accepted, to upwards of
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300,000; and they might be increased to any

amount.!

Lorp Hosart to THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY

Private Downing Street

December 12, 1803

Although I do not consider an overland con-

veyance under present circumstances as a very

safe mode of communication, having this moment

received an intimation that a despatch for India

will be sent on to-morrow, I cannot forego the

opportunity of writt mes

Our situation is

but I cannot say 3

is so pledged to ma

or Ireland, and inde

how he can avoid it

of disgrace that mag

On the other ha

apparept to the wh¢ uit We never were

in such a state to receive him: The means placed

by Parliament in the hands of Government, and

the exertions which have been made by all ranks

and descriptions of people, have provided a power

of resistance that is not to be surmounted by any

power that can be expected to land in this country ;

and with respect to Ireland, the novel precautions

taken both on her own coast ancl that of France

are such as to encourage the expectation that no

! Add. MSS. 37309 f. rx.

* War had been declared between Great Britain and France

on May 18, 1803. The outlook was far from hopeful for this

country, Napoleon seeming to be impregnable everywhere in

Europe, except in Russia,

of great anxiety,

sion.’ Buonaparte

upon this country

‘t T do not well see

ialling into a degree

mvenicnt to him.

ws that which is
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considerable expedition can escape them; and

even if it should, the regular force stationed there,

supported by a large and respectable body of

Yeomanry, furnish the means of opposing the

enemy, that I am persuaded will be fully equal

to the contest, succoured as they will be in a very

short time from England and Scotland.

The interior of Ireland can never be con-

templated with satisfaction; but however we

must alwavs lament that the late insurrection was

attended by the murder of Lord Kilwarden,’ the

consequences prod: if may certainly be

deemed fortunate. tions of the leaders

who were executec given to Govern-

ment by every m

limited extent to w

able to carry out their

ally in future, and

preventing the ret

their own numeri

nspirators had been

si operate benefici-

have the effect of

se that reliance on

avhich has hitherto

afforded them, muc ymont—for separa-

tion from Great Britain is, fam afraid, a sentiment

which has prevailed very far in Ireland, but the

substitution of French connection is not popular.

I am inclined to credit the reports we receive from

France of Buonaparte’s situation being rather

precarious, and they assert that symptoms of

dissatisfaction have shown themselves in the only

quarter where they can be of importance, the

1 Arthur Wolfe, first Viscount Kilwarden (1739-1803), Lord

Chief Justice of Ireland from 1798. Driving from his country

house to Dublin Castle on the night of the Emmet insurrection,

July 23, 1853, he was murdered in his carriage by some

insurgents.



170 THE WELLESLEY PAPERS [1798-

army. The invasion of England is not so popular

as might have been expected from the hope of

pillage and plunder that has been held out to

them, and it is said that at this season of the year

they do not anticipate the probability of being

drowned without sensations that are not quite

comfortable.

The Chief Consul has no reason to be satisfied

with appearances in the north, particularly at

Petersburg, but I do not venture, after all the

disappointments that this country has met with,

to hazard a specuk ‘en foreign politics, The

power and intrig ave so baffled all

calculations, tha must always look

to a combination t Powers upon the

Continent as calex s productive of the

most salutary cor my mind is not

sufficiently sangriin -wpon such an event

until I see it abso ished.

You will see an publication in the

newspapers, a corr between the King,

Prince of Wales, Duke of York, and Mr. Addington

upon the subject of the Prince’s serving in the

army ; and when you read it you will recollect

that the Prince has instructed his friends to say

that he is not privy to the publication. I spoke

to the Duke of York on the receipt of your letter

respecting Mr. Briscoe, and was informed that he

was already a captain, but his brother, Arthur,

whose conduct cannot be too strongly commended,

is placed on the staff in India. Pole’s official]

ability is spoken of in the highest terms. The

Ordnance department have not been without their
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share of labour for the last six months. The

situation of the French in St. Domingo (if they were

not French) I should say was deplorable. Their

continuance there was out of the question when

the last accounts came away.

Holkar was now the strongest enemy with which

the British had to contend, and in April 1804 Lake

and Arthur Wellesley were directed to proceed

against him. Rampura was captured on May 16,

but the defeat of Colonel Monson was a great

blow, and ancourag ny, who had rarely

routed their foc d Hindustan, but

the capital, Indo: taken by Colonel

Murray, and Holke *, laying waste the

country reund, H s defeated at Dig by

General Frazer on 12, and again three

days later at Fa

THE Hon, GERAL esipy to THE MARQUESS

WELLESLEY

Henrietla Street: May 24, 1804

I cannot resist writing you five lines to con-

gratulate you on your great and brilliant successes,

and to assure you that nothing can have made a

greater sensation than they have done here. Iam

sorry to say that [ ain afraid you must be satisfied

with your great reputation, for as to those

scoundrel, the Directors, ever doing you justice,

you must not expect it. Pole, who writes to you

1 Add, MSS. 4709 f 15.
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by this messenger, will give you a much better

account than I can do of what passed at the India

House on Tuesday, but it will give you satisfaction

to know that the conduct of the Company towards

you is universally reprobated.

T saw Lord Dartmouth’ yesterday, who desired

me to inform you that he had received your letter

and obeyed your commands, and that the King

had received your Gazettes most graciously. He

also desired me to congratulate you for him on

your success. Poor Henry is so ill that he is

incapable of writing; hemcant to have done

by this messenger: ut is rheumatic,

and although he is reduced and still

suffers a great deui 4 the physicians say

he is recovering an o danger. He 1s
appointed one of th { the Treasury. I

cannot conclude m iy dear Wellesley,

without again tha’ vr the handsome

present you sent me nd assuring you of

my gratitude for it. ‘sing on in the old

parsonic way, that is, have a wife and one child,

and am in daily expectation of another; am

intolerably poor, but, that excepted, as happy as

possible. I long to introduce Lady Emily to you,

and cannot help flattering mysclf you will like

her. Henry desires me to tell you that Lord

Castlereagh is to call on him before the despatch

goes, and that if he does he will endeavour to

1 George Legge (1755-1810), known by the courtesy title of

Lord Lewisham during ihe lifetime of his father, was President

of the Board of Control, r80r, in which year he succeeded as
(third) Earl of Dartmouth. Tle was Lord Chamberlain,

1804.



1805] HIS SON’S PROGRESS 173

write you a few lines. God bless you, my dear

Wellesley:'

RICHARD WELLESLEY to THE MARQUESS

WELLESLEY

London: June to, 1804

Tam now making a stay in London of a few days,

for a reason which T am sure will not displease you.

The Arabian horses, which you have had the

goodness to send to me, have arrived safely in

London, and I was so impatient to obtain a sight

of them, that my malik uted me a remission

of a few days frog es, to gratify my

impatience. Ever comes from India

brings with it a ‘rest and recom-

mendation to me: ndependent of this

consideration, these have in themselves

sufficient qualities admiration and to

engage my iffectis by far the most

beautiful of their k nion, and appear

to possess very gentiseanedstractable dispositions,

though as yet they have not been ridden by
anyone, their play being too rough for English

grooms. They shall have all proper care paid to

them, and, as 1 hope, will survive the arrival of

the donor of this princely present to his native

country.

I was principally induced to scize the oppor-

tunity of writing to you by some ships which are

waiting for a favourable wind, because I desired

very much to inform you that I am at length

promoted to the sixth form, and expect to make

1 Add. MSS. 37315 f. 27.
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my first appearance on the oratorical boards in a

fortnight. This promotion has taken place much

later, I believe, than you expected, but as you are

perfectly acquainted with the system pursued at

Eton, I need not acquaint you with the causes of

its retardment. The prospect is discouraging in

the extreme, but you know that if a few block-

heads choose to become fixtures, as it were, in the

College, they effectually prevent the advancement

of those who have the misfortune to be inferior in

age and place. Having, however, once toiled to

the summit, [ must ivice with respect

to the studies whi me to follow more

particularly, and W ssary to qualify

me for a student a h, and eventually

for the character w! ‘o sustain in life. [

have consulted with: wille with regard

to the period of my Oxford, and he is

of opinion that ton about next

Christmas, when 4 § may be procured,

since I cannot stay so sixth form as you

wished, on account of the advanced age at which I

enter it. I shall, however, turn the little time I

have to the best possible account, more particularly

as IT am thoroughly convinced of its importance.

I have been sent up for good once more since my

last letter to you, and have likewise made my first

essay in Greek poetry. Of the Jatter, you must

know, I am rather vainglorious ; it was a voluntary

attempt, and gained me great commendations

from Goodall; as for the other masters, I hold

their praise or indifference of very little value. You

shall have both the exercises by the very next
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ship, Lord Grenville has selected a speech for me

at election from the peroration of the Milo. I like

it very much and have no doubt that it will meet

with your approbation likewise, as will the letter

of Lord Grenville, of which I send you a copy.

It was written to me on the occasion of his making

me a present of Lord Chatham’s Letters, which he

has lately published. My private opinion is, that

the preface is much the most valuable part of the

work, and that the generality of the letters are

not sufficiently import for the Press; some,

however, ure certains nworthy of Lord

Chatham, as you erusing them. I

could not have tr re suitable to my

wishes than that npanicd your last

letter ; particularly © et to travelling in

the long vacation. . ‘th you in thinking

it necessary that 2: id see something of

his own country sits foreign parts.

Part of this plan F yto execution next

summer. I am gett ‘nerford in Stafford-

shire, the house of Mr. Monckton ; from thence I

go into Yorkshire and Derbyshire to visit some

Eton friends. My horses will accompany me, so

that I shall pass over nothing worth seeing. Do

not be surprised if you hear of a new publication

forthcoming entitled A Tour through Oxfordshire,

Staffordshire, etc., made during the course of last

summer, with topographical, explanatory, extra-

ordinary charts! and actual surveys of all the

beautiful spots which struck the fancy of the

author !

The notes on the Maratha war which you sent
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to Europe, and which have been Jately published,

have effected a great and sudden change in the

public opinion. I used to hear the justice and

policy of it attacked from all quarters, but now

its bitterest enemies are silent, and universal

approbation is the order of the day. That it was

conducted wisely and successfully none could ever

deny ; but the doubt seemed whether there were

sufficient grounds for beginning it. The clear

manner in which you have stated those grounds,

in which you have represented the danger hanging

over the British possess nd the only means

which could aver mvince the most

obstinate, and ¢ yubtful. Colonel

Sims has also writt ‘lent pamphlet on

the subject. I h: to make Indian

affairs more than fo stady, that I may

be able to converse # 2 your return with

some reason and on the measures

which have raised a ‘d your reputation,

and on their prob equences assuring

security: and peace to the British interests.

Recommend to me any books which you think

can give me the best and most extensive knowledge

of the Indies in general and of the rise and increase

of the British power and dominion. ]I am at

present reading Orme’s History. The changes of

Ministry are so quick,’ and such persons are

raised to the offices of state, that I think it not

improbable I may become myself in the course of

things a Premier, and direct the helm of this

1 Addington retired in May 1804, and Pitt became Prime

Minister,
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Empire. Premier or Dernier, I shall still be your

affectionate: son . .

My brother Gerald is inscribed an Etonian.

He has been placed in the remove, but having

passed through a trial with great success, expects

daily to be in the fifth.’

THE MaRQUESS WELLESLEY fo VISCOUNT

CASTLEREAGH

June 19, 1804

ared that T entertain

ats of public and

conduct towards

¥ with the utmost

ips justice and

imdictive profligacy

i to expose to the

intry, In the most

*, the motives,

Your Lordship may |

a just sense of t!

private honour fro

me has proceeded,

confidence upon y¥

public spint to frust

of the Court of Dir

view of my Sovercig

distinct and pers

principles, conduct, of every branch

of my administratic ei india, My sincere and
anxious hope is, that every point of difference
between me and the Court of Directors may be

fully explained to Parliament and to the public.

Nor can your Lordship and Mr. Addington, by

any act of friendship, afford me a protection so

grateful to my feclings, or so advantageous to my

character, as by a full disclosure to Parliament of

every act of my administration, and of cvery

proceeding of the Court of Directors, since I have

had the misfortune to be subjected to the

ignominious tyranny of Leadenhall Strect. I am

1 Add. Jiss. o75i5 f 2g.

I N
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induced to hope that I shall be enabled to relinquish

the service of my honourable employers in the

month of January or February next. Your

Lordship, however, may be assured, that as no

symptoms of tardy remorse displayed by the

Honourable Court in consequence of my recent

success in India will vary my present estimation

of the faith and honour of my worthy and

approved good masters, or protract my con-

tinuance in India for one hour beyond the limits

prescribed by the public interests, so no additional

outrage, injury, or insulgwhich can issue from the

most loathsome 4 dia House, will

accelerate my de

shall appear to ree id in this arduous

station.’

LorD CAMDEN ie suESS WELLESLEY

Arling ovember 29, 1804

I have informe< p in my separate

and public dispatch ability of a rupture

with the Court oi Madrid, and I think it very

likely that, if the letters which are to be sent to

you by this conveyance shall not be ready by

to-morrow, when they are ordered to be sent to

the India House, the delay of a few days may

bring your Lordship the actual conclusion ‘of the

negotiation which has been carrying on at, Madrid.

From all the circumstances which have come to

the knowledge of the King’s Ministers, as well as

from the probable policy of the French Govern-

ment, it seems almost certain that Spain will be

1 Pearce: Wellesley, 11. 301.
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obliged to enter into the war; and as Admiral

Cochrane has communicated to the Admiralty

the report of Mr. Frere’s! having left Madrid,

which he was ordered to do, in case of his not

receiving a favourable answer to his represen-

tations, it appears probable that many days will

not elapse before I shall be able to inform you of

actual hostilities having commenced.

As it will be interesting to you to be informed

of the circumstances which have led to this

rupture, I have enclosed to you, in the original of

this: letter, which g sca conveyance, a

statement of the tm the commence-

ment of the war hich will apprise

tances of this case

i request you to

as entirely andconsider . this com

strictly confidentia

Tt will be seen Wellesley’s letter

of May 24, 1804, that thé" Governor-General of

India was not in high favour with the Directors

at Leadenhall Street. Indeed, the controlling

spirits were at once frightened and angry. They

were angry because Wellesley made appointments

“ for merit,” irrespective of the wishes of the India

House, which cherished its patronage. They were

frightened because Wellesley was regarding India

from the Imperial rather than the commercial

} John Hookham [rere (1769-1846), Envoy-Extraordinary

at Madrid, 1802-1804.

3 Add. MSS. 37309 £. 21.
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point of view, and, by extending the British

possessions in the peninsula, was vastly increasing

their obligations and responsibilities. The tension

was considerable, and Wellesley remained at his

post only owing to the urgent solicitations of

the Government. Early in 1805 the Court of

Directors censured Wellesley for (i) Disobedience

of the Court’s orders ‘ting In the greatest

affairs without t e Government at

home ; (ii) Illega 3, and evasions of

law; and (iii) Pre iture of the public

money. On receip espatch, Wellesley

at once resigned his sailed for England

on August 15, “% still incomplete,”

says that great 4 dian affairs, the

Rev. W. H. Hutto: ving accomplished

more than any of his sors, and established

throughout India the ascendancy of the British

power.”
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BOOK Ii

RETURN TO ENGLAND, | 1806-1808

Wellesley sails from India : His whole-hearted

devotion to his duty : His autocratic nature : The

difference between a Governor-General in office

and in retirement : His arrival in England : His

reception on landing : His mother greets him : A

Ietter from Pitt welcoming him : He visits Pitt at

Putney : The impeachment of Lord Melville : The

death of Pitt : Letter to William Wilberforce : Sir

Arthur Wellesley appointed Colonel of the 33rd

Regiment : Sir W. Sidney Smith : Wellesley’s indig-

nation when he learns that his policy is to be attacked

in the House of Con Paall : Wilberforce

on Ir.dian affai iinst Wellesley

printed by orde commons : The

death of Fox yours to induce

Canning to join ih ers of Canning,

Grenville, and We Duke of Portland

becories Prime Mini vites Wellesley to

take the Foreign O: fer declined : The

motion impugning t sutived by an over-

whelraing majorit fation approving

his conduct carri the Marquess of

Buckingham, Lord ud the Duke of

Portland ; The battle

‘ X Y ELLESLEY sailed from India on August

5, 1805, and arrived in England early

in the following January. He had

gone out eight years earlier a man of seven-and-

thirty, promoted from a minor position to the

high office of Governor-General. He had gone

out, eager to conquer fame for himself, and no

less eager to render, so far as It lay in his power,
183
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yeoman’s service to his country. During the

years of absence from his native land he had

devoted himself wholeheartedly to his duties,

and had made the power of England as widely

realised in India as it had been during the rule of

the most famous of his predecessors. In that

period, too, unfortunately for himself, he had

become almost intolerably arbitrary. No dog

must bark when he spoke; all men must abide

by his decision. To differ from his opinion was

in his eyes the “Lord Wellesley

was spoken of by s having consider-

able merit in the € ‘airs in India, but

as inflated with pr ‘ith his own conse-

quence ; assuming the exclusive merit

of all that had in the East, and

demanding cererrs

what was due to ‘hat when he had

more than once aed that he was

exacting from those around him more than the

King did, his Lordship replied, ‘Then the King

is wrong; but that is no reason why I should

improperly relax also.’ His Majesty added,

‘When he returns, his head will be quite turned,

and there will be no enduring him.’”? Nowadays,

the Viceroy, a man at the end of a telegraph wire,

can to some extent be kept within bounds by the

Home Government. When Wellesley was in India

it was a year before he could get a reply to a

1 George Rose: Duartes, ii. 165.
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despatch, and events moved too quickly to await

instructicns. The Governor-General in those days

was, of necessity, an autocrat. He had to act

on his own initiative ; he had to settle things for

himself. He was not indeed the final court of

appeal: application could be made to Leadenhall

Street, but in small mattcrs it was absurd to

appeal, and in larger matters more often than

not, when the Directors’ pronouncement arrived,

it could not be made eficctive. A war could not

be undone, a treaty t he broken.

A retired praé ys a sad figure,

and the pathos of was borne in upon

Wellesley on his ady Wellesley and

her children awaite landing, and several

private friends pr rd him with kind

welcomes,” Torre “The Port

Admiral was als wc certain military

officials eager to sex man of whom they

had heard so much, and of being able to say

that he had shaken therm by the hand, a familiarity

the thought of which had never occurred to him.

There was, in short, no lack of fuss and even of

affection ; enough to content any ordinary general

or envoy returning home. But he was neither.

He had been playing king until the rarefied

atmosphere of kingship had become so habitual

that the murk of commonplace in the best

room of the best inn in a half-lighted seaport

town almost stifled him. Had the successor of
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Aurangzib come to this? There he was, with

wife and children, and two or three friends from

town, after all his impersonation of paramount

power and impersonation of Oriental magnificence,

made much of by vulgar waiters just like any

other Irish marquess on his travels. He did

his best to look pleased and be gracious, but his

mortification was unspeakable; and ere dinner-

time was half over he broke out into expletives

of impatience that made the circle stare. Hya-

cinthe (his wife), forge iL that had changed

their lot in life siné sn as a youthful

and hardly known ad sat at her feet

adoringly, said, wi sky laugh: ‘ Ah,

you must not think mn India still, where

everybody ran to ob They mind nobody

here.” The disenc as complete. He

rose early from ta hdrew, saying he

was ill and must be ac; nor could any

subsequent explanat r expostulation mend

the matter. It was the foretaste of a long course

of disappointment and vexation, wholly unanti-

cipated, that was in store for him.’’?

Lapy MornincTon? to THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY

Hampton Court Palace: January 9, 1806

Welcome, my dearest Wellesley, to England !

I trust you are come in health and spirits. I think

it would be a sort of indiscretion to interrupt the

1 Torrens: Wellesley, 300.

2 Wellesley’s mother.
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delight you must feel in seeing your charming

family—eise I should, the moment I heard the

Howe was coming into port, have put myself into

a post-chaise and set off for Portsmouth; but

I trust we shall soon meet. A few lines to let me

know how you are will oblige me much. If you

go to London before Tuesday next, you must

pass very near this palacc, and might as well

change horses here as at Kingston. If you would

let me know I would have breakfast or some

refreshment ready for you.’

UESS WELLESLEY

January to, 1806

ud in the news of

Yat you arrive with

with an improved

2 in your coming,

spicious moment,

LorD AUCKLAND é

I rejoice with

your return, and

unimpaired health <

constitution. I fu

because you left |

when the energic » of your govern-

ment had accomplis em which you had

greatly planned and'gioriously pursued.

In some other points of view your return to

England is not a subject of congratulation. You

will find many grievous changes ; several of your

more intimate friends arc by a discordancy of

opinion and other circumstances irrevocably sepa-

rated from each other. We are engaged in a war

of boundless expense, some peril, and incalculable

duration. Our continental influence and interests

are lost and undone, and with this unpromising

state of affairs, and under a pressure of other

obvious difficulties, the session seems likely to

1 Add. MSS. 37315 £. 38.
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bring forward a conflict of parties beyond what has

happened in our times.

I write from Lord Malmesbury’s, where we are

passing a couple of days on our return from

Blenheim to Eden Farm. We shall not settle

in town before February, bux I will take the first

opportunity of waiting on you, whenever I can

learn that more urgent business will allow you to

see me without inconvenience.

I learn from every quarter that your eldest son

is a young man of the. first-rate description

and character. Hoerk ‘a_with him through

Eton and Oxford: ve superiority of

talent which Mr. itcham, saw and

announced at a vs tod."

WILLIAM PITT fo , QUESS WELLESLEY

January 12, 1806

On my arrival hi it I received with

inexpressible pleasu ‘

affectionate letter. If I was not strongly advised

to keep out of London till J have regained a little

more strength, [ would have come up immediately

for the purpose of seeing you at the first possible

moment. As it is, I am afraid I must trust to

your goodness to give me the satisfaction of seeing

you here the first hour you can spare for that

purpose. If you can without inconvenience make

it about the middle of the day (in English style,

between two and four) it would suit me rather

better than any other time; but none can be

1 Add. MSS. 37309 f. 38.
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inconvenient.’ Tam recovering rather slowly from

a series of stomach complaints followed by severe

attacks of gout, but I believe J am now in the way

of real amendment.’

VISCOUNT MELVILLE’ to THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY

48, Conduit Street: January 21, 1806

William Dundas has just informed me of your

Lordship’s kind intention of calling upon me, I

have come purpose m Bath (where Lady

Melville is) to app >in the House of

Lords, and I sha on Thursday. I

shall be at home ¢ te im the forenoon

to-morrow, If I w : [ would certainly

call upon your Lords rthesemany months

past I have rather a rule to avoid the

society of peers. misconstrue my

motives. On yout

witnessed many c¢

when you left us. faven will guard and

restore to us our friend at Putney [William Pitt].

There is scarcely anything to which a determined

fortitude of mind is not equal, but for such a loss

to his country and his friends the spirits can

devise no species of consolation."

yrange

1 Shortly after the receipt of this letter Wellesley visited Pitt

at Putney. Fitt died on January 25.

2 Add. MSS. 37309 f. 48.

3 Meiville, who beck been First Lord of the Admiralty,

resigned his office in April r805 on being charged with mal-

versation. He was umnpeached, and the proceedings com-

menced on Apri. 29, 1806. On the following June 12 the peers

acquitted lim on ail charges.

1 Add. MSS. 37309 £ 63.
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THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY fo EARL BATHURST

January 22, 1806

I received last night the afflicting intelligence’

which you deplore, and it was confirmed to me

this morning by Lord Melville and Farquhar.

Since I received your note J] have an account from

Farquhar as late as four this evening, which brings

no hope. You have relieved me from the embar-

rassment of writing an excuse to you for to-morrow ;

I know not how we can ever meet again but with

sorrow and pain. Lord Melville's affliction to-day

is not to be describei r beheld any man

more overwhelmé than Grenville,

who this morning se me, but could

scarcely speak to mé £ is full of grief?

For Pitt, Wellesic

and respect, and

a great admiration

he yielded to an

urgent request to form of a private

letter, a character s s friend, which was

inserted by Croker in his essay on Wraxall’s

Posthumous Memoirs ?:

In attempting to convey to you my recollec-

tion of Mr. Pitt’s character in private society,

I cannot separate those qualities which raised

him to the highest public eminence from those

which rendered him a most amiable companion.

Both proceeded from the same origin, and both

1 The intelligence of the approaching end of William Pitt,

who died the next day.

2 Add. MSS, 37314 f. 10.

* Quarterly Review, \wviii.
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were happily blended in the noble structure of

his temper and disposition.

Mr. Pitt’s mind was naturally inaccessible to

any approach of dark or low or ignoble passion.

His commanding genius and magnanimous spirit

were destined to move in a region far above the

reach of those jealousies and suspicions and

animosities which disturb the course of ordinary

life. Under the eye of his illustrious father he

had received that ‘“ complete and gencrous educa-

tion which fits a man to perform justly, skilfully,

and magnaninecusly the offices, both private

and public, of p 2

Such an edu

disposition, not o

most elevated static

but furnished him

sustain the trang

mind. =:

He had receive systematic instruc-

tion in the principle ristian religion, and

in the doctrine arc ne of the Church of

England, and in every branch of general ecclesi-

astical history. His knowledge in those subjects

was accurate and extensive. He was completely

armed against all sceptical assaults, as well as

against all fanatical illusion; and, in truth, he

was not merely a faithful and dutiful, but a learned

member of our Established Church, to which he

was most sincercly attached, with the most

charitable indulgence for all dissenting sects.

No doubt can exist in any rational mind that

this early and firm settlement of his religious

1 such a natural

him to adorn the

nsels of his country,

yandant resources to

cheerfulness of his
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opinions and principles was a main cause of that

cheerful equanimity which formed the great

characteristic of his social intercourse, and which

was never affected by adversities nor troubles.

He was perfectly accomplished in classical

literature, both Latin and Greek. The accuracy

and strength of his memory surpassed every

example which I have observed ; but the intrinsic

vigour of his understanding carried him far beyond

the mere recollection of the great models of

antiquity in oratory, poetry, history, and philo-

sophy: he had d ssence into his own

thoughts and la with astonishing

facility, he appli spirit of ancient

learning to his da

These studies wi

resort; at Holwoo

dence), and at W.

were strewed wi

his conversation w ds who delighted

in similar studies {r arned on that most

attractive branch of literature; but he was so

averse to pedantry or affectation of superior

knowledge, that he carefully abstained from such

topics in the presence of those who could not

take pleasure in them. In these pursuits his

constant and congenial companion was Lord

Grenville, who has often declared to me that

Mr. Pitt was the best Greer scholar he ever con-

versed with. Mr. Pitt was also as complete a

master of all English literature as he was un-

doubtedly of the English language. I have dwelt

on this branch of Mr. Pitt’s accomplishments

stant delight and

(his favourite resi-

je, his apartments

Greek classics ;
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because I know not any source from which more

salutary assistance can be derived to chase from

the spirits those clouds and vapours which infest

vacant minds, and, by self-weariness, render

retirement melancholy and intolerable.

But Mr. Pitt possessed every resource which

could enliven retirement. No person had a more

exquisite sense of the beauties of the country.

He took the greatest delight in his residence at

Holwood, which he enlarged and improved (it

may be truly said) with his own hands. Often

have I seen him working-indiis woods and gardens

with his labourers s together, under~

going considerab e, and with so

much eagerness ai that you would

suppose the culti villa to be the

principal occupation

He was very fond

when in the county

of his neighbourt

Walmer Castle.

At the latter pla hived most hospitably,

entertaining all his neighbours, as well as the

officers of the neighbouring garrisons and of the

ships in the Downs; and he was most attentive

to his duties of Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports,

which called him frequently to Dover, and some-

times to other places.

But in all places, and at all times, his constant

delight was society. There he shone with a

degree of calm and steady lustre which often

astounded me more than his most splendid efforts

in Parliament. His manners were perfectly plain,

I oO

e on horseback, and

ioined the hounds

Holwood and
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without any affectation. Not only was he without

presumption or arrogance, or any air of authority,

but he seemed utterly unconscious of his own

superiority, and much more disposed to listen

than to talk. He never betrayed any symptom

of anxiety to usurp the lead or to display his own

powers, but rather inclined to draw forth others,

and to take merely an equal share in the general

conversation. Then he plunged heedlessly into

the mirth of the hour, with no other care than to

promote the general g 1 humour and happiness

of the company. quick and ready ;

but it was rath tarp, and never

envenomed with mt of malignity ;

so that, instead of niration or terror,

mt in the common

i, beyond any man

a gay heart anda

ies he was the life

enjoyment. He w

of his time whom f

social spirit. Wit!

and soul of his ow is appearance dis-

pelled all care: re We never clouded, even

in the severest public trials, and joy and hope and

confidence beamed from his countenance in every

crisis of difficulty and danger.

He was a most affectionate, indulgent, and

benevolent friend, and so easy of access that all

his acquaintances, in any embarrassment, would

rather resort to him for advice than to any person

who might be supposed to have more leisure.

His heart was always at leisure to receive the

communications of his friends, and always open

to give the best advice in the most gentle and

pleasant manner.
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It isa melancholy but a grateful task to pay this

tribute to the memory of my departed friend.

Aut me amor negotii suscepti fallit—or the character

which I have endeavoured to draw is not less

just and true than it is amiable and excellent ;

and I cannot resist the conclusion that a pure and

clear conscience must have bcen the original

source of uniform cheerfulness and gaicty of spirit.

The truth which I have asserted I possess ample

means of knowing. From the year 1783 to 1797

I lived in habits of the most confidential friendship

with Mr. Pitt.

In the year I

General of India, ?

in that vear I we

Mr. Pitt and Mr. i

instructions. J fou

spirits, entertainin

men with his usua

Admiral Duncan

pened ta receive my last

Pitt in the highest

d country gentle-

. Amongst others,

ant and favourite

guest. His flect was be Downs, preparing

for the memorabie victory of Camperdown. The

Admiral was a lively and jovial companion, and

seemed to be quite delighted with Mr. Pitt’s

society. I embarked for India early in the month

of November 1797, and I returned to England

in January 1806.

Not wishing to state anything beyond my

own personal knowledge, J will not attempt to

relate the history of Mr. Pitt’s social habits during

the period of my absence; but I cannot believe

that, dumng that time, the whole frame of his

magnificent mind had been so broken and
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disjointed that he could not endure the temporary

loss of power, not reconcile himself to that retire-

ment and to those recreations which were his relief

from the labour of official business, and his con-

solation in the hour of political solicitude and care.

But I know that the first summer after his resigna-

tion was passed with Mr. Addington at Wimbledon,

and that soon afterwards Mr. Pitt was closely

occupied at Walmer Castle in forming a corps of

volunteer cavalry, living with his officers, and pass-

ing the greater part of his time on horseback,

under the firm expecta a French invasion.

This does not w the story which

represents him wr seclusion, sunk

in despondency, sf f society, and yet

unable to relieve t of solitude by any

mental resource.

On my arrival %

Mr. Pitt was at Ba

from him a very 1 to meet him at

Putney Hill... . 1 accordingly, in the

second week in January, and i was received by

him with his usua] kindness and good humour.

His spirits appeared to be as high as I had ever

seen them, and his understanding quite as vigorous

and clear.

Amongst other topics, he told me with great

kindness and feeling that, since he had seen me,

he had been happy to become acquainted with

my brother Arthur, of whom he spoke in the

warmest terms of commendation. He said, “I

never met any military officer with whom it was

so easy to converse: he states every difficulty

in January 1806,

him and received
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before he undertakes any service, but none after

he has undertaken it.”

But notwithstanding Mr. Pitt’s kindness and

cheerfulness, I saw that the hand of death was fixed

upon him. This melancholy truth was not known

nor believed by either his friends or opponents.

In the number of the latter, to my deep affliction,

I found my highly-respected and esteemed friend,

Lord Grenville, and I collected that measures of

the utmest hostility to Mr. Pitt were to be pro-

posed in both Houses af.the nice coting of Parliament.

T warned Lord G Pitt’s approach-

ing death. He re 1 intelligence with

the utmost feeling my of tears, and

immediately det all hostility in

Parliament should be. 1d. Mr. Pitt’s death

soon followed.

If any additional

excellence of his

found abundantly sorrow of a most

numerous class of i it, honest, and sin-

cerely attached friends, who wept over the loss

of his benevolent and affectionate temper and

disposition with a degree of heartfelt grief which

no political sentiment could produce. Many of

these were assembled at the sad ceremony of his

funeral. With them I paid the last offices to his

honoured memory. We attended him to West-

minster Abbey ; there the grave of his illustrious

father was opened to receive him, and we saw his

remains deposited on the coffin of his venerated

parent. What grave contains such a father and

such a son? What sepulchre embosoms the

e required of the

er, 1t would be
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remains of so much human excellence and

glory ?

THE Marguess WELLESLEY fo LorD GRENVILLE *

Park Lane: January 23, 1806

In the present state of public affairs, I think it

necessary to apprise you, at the earliest moment,

of my determination to co-operate with you in

the great work of endeavouring to surmount the

difficulties and dangers which surround the country.

It will be sufficient te ndhat.in my judgment,

no administration. ual to the present

exigency, which any description

of persons disting ‘public talents or

virtues from His ° sancils, and that I

will not lend my aid ninistration formed

upon such a princi ai

Understanding ¢ rsons now acting

with you have mari “position to investi-

gate the state of tl f the Empire which

was lately cntrusted to my charge, I assure you

that I shall never object to any examination of

that subject which may be deemed advantageous

to the national interests or honour. On the other

hand, it is proper to apprise you of my resolution

to maintain and assert in every situation the

principles which directed my conduct in the

government of India.’

2 William Wyndham Grenville, Baron Grenville (1759-

1834), the head of “ All the Talents” Ministry, 1806-1807.

2 Add. MSS. 37295 f. 75.



1808] AN OLD FRIENDSHIP 199

THE Marqgurss WELLESLEY fo WILLIAM

WILBERFORCE

Park Lane: January 24, 1806

I have been so distressed for some days by the

dreadful calamity which has fallen upon us [the

death of Pitt] that I have not had spirits sufficient

to enable me either to call upon you or to write to

you. But I am sincerely and warmly sensible of

your kindness, and of the particular cordiality of

your very friendly and affectionate note, to which,

perhaps, I could scarcely plead a claim after so long

an apparent negig« rind letters which I

received from ya trusted, however,

much to your car ice, expecting that

you would make ¢3 nces for the extreme

jabour of my publ , which, for the last

three years, scarce] me even to write to

my family, and oh! syenounce all private

correspondence.

I am extremely have the pleasure

of seeing you, and g our old friendship,

which I assure you I have retained in full force.

When we mect we shall have many melancholy

events to deplore, and many dear friends to regret.

But we must endeavour to discharge our duty

towards our country with fortitude and persever-

ance, and to remedy what we could not prevent.

IT know nothing of public arrangements, and all

the reports in the newspapers respecting myself

are utterly groundless. To you I think it my duty

to declare that the memory of my ever-to-be-

lamented friend will always be the primary object

of my veneration and aitachment in public life,



200 THE WELLESLEY PAPERS _ [1806-

but that I will never lend my hand to sustain

any system of administration evidently inadequate

to the difficulties and dangers of the crisis. I

shall be most happy to labour in any way which

may promise advantage to the public service ;

but having no personal object of pursuit, I shall

not easily be deluded from the solemn conviction

of my mind, that our recent loss cannot be repaired,

nor our imminent perils be averted, otherwise

than by a union of the approved talents and

highest character of the é

T hope you wili

either at your owy

most happy to obe

x for meeting me,

, when I shall be

yvernor-General of

great man. He

x realise, at least

Wellesley was &

India, and in man

could not, howey

for a long time, th people, and even

the majority of B ms, were in those

days almost entire ested in India, of

which land indeed they knew little or nothing

except the name. No man meant deliberately

to slight him, but unconsciously everything was

construed as a slight by him, who demanded, and,

of course, demanded in vain, the same subservi-

ence from his Parliamentary associates as from

his subordinates in India. Certainly he regarded

as a mere trivial compliment the dinner given in his

honour at Almack’s on March 22, 1806, when

General Harris, the captor of Seringapatam, was

1 Pearce: Wellesley, it. 389.
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in the chair, and the company included many of

the leacing statesmen of the day.

Wellesley expected a discussion in Parliament

on his Indian administration, and was prepared

to welcome it; but he was terribly angry and

upset when he learnt that an attack on his policy

in connection with Oudh was to be made in the

House of Commons. His indignation, mdeed, was

tremendous, and his disgust not less.

THE Marquess WeLts ‘ fo LORD GRENVILLE

“3 January 25, 1806

1 arises from this

mmc of Paull! (whose

w} rose yesterday

di gave notice of a

ys he proposes to

. founding charges

t%& said that he is

My anxious de

circumstance, A 3

character you pro

in the House of Ce

motion fer Monda:

move for papers w

against Lorcl Welle

supported by Franc Windham, and that

the Prince of Wales has also ordered all his friends

to attend for the purpose of countenancing the

miserable attack of this obscure and low man.

Certainly this is not the mode in which I expected

to be treated. Tf any person honestly wishes to

examine the affairs of India, let him first receive

from me all the information I can afford, and if

that should not satisfy him, or should convince

him I have been wrong, and that a change of

system is requisite, let him then proceed in Parlia-

ment. But to aid the vindictive design of such a

1 See iufra, p. 203.
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person as Mr. Paull is not worthy of any character

with whom I can ever attempt to act. I am

informed that the main object of the design is to

cast a shade over my reputation in this critical

moment for the express purpose of excluding me

from public affairs. On this occasion I trust that

you will come to a full explanation with Mr. Fox

and his friends. You must see the necessity of

doing so very carly, for if the plan to be pursued

be not fully arranged before Monday, the shaft

may be shot, and parated from you

by absolute neces st see the impossi-

bility of my acting 5x and his friends

while they are emp perating with such

a man as Paull te ¢ repose which I am

entitled to enjoy, aft duous and successful

labour in the public

On the other h otally ignorant of

the designs of the ‘ith whom I have

had no intercourse what this subject. My

intention is without de ay { to require Lord Castle-
reagh to take some direct line with relation to this

attack, and in the course of to-morrow I shall

ascertain his views.

But I must rely on you to obtain for me a dis-

tinct view of the intentions of your friends, and

I therefore earnestly entreat. you to come to town

for that purpose, as well as for the purpose of

advising me with regard to the conduct which I

ought to pursue on this occasion.

1 Fortescue MSS, vii. 336.
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THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY to LORD GRENVILLE

Park Lane: January 25 [26 ?], 1806

Upon taiinking over what passed between us

to-day I think it very desirable that I should be

in your Cabinet at all events, whether with or

without o‘fice. The last office I should wish is

the Board of Control. You will understand, how-

ever, that the whole of this statement is subject

to the satne reservations which I have already

mentioned, namely, th: aut I shall aid you with the

utmost zeal in es tever may be my

situation.

» attack on Welles-

re origin, Paull went

n he was eighteen

commercial talents,

established a lucra-

tive business tn Lt nade the acquaint-

ance of the Govert 1 when he was sent

to Fort William as one of the trade-delegates from

Lucknow, and was kindly received. In 1804,

however, Pauli quarrelled with the local authorities,

who, in the end, were backed by Wellesley.

Thereupon Paull disposed of his business, and

returned to England. His grievance was hence-

forth to be the business of his life, and, with the

object of forwarding it, he, at no little expense,

secured his election in June, 1805, for Newtown,

Isle of Wight. In the following month he moved

1 Fortescue MSS. vii. 341.

The principal p

ley was James Pani

out to India as a W

(1788), and, being ¢

in the course ofa fi
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for papers relative to the dealings of Wellesley

with the Nawab of Oudh. The Prince of Wales

and the Whigs, it is said, encouraged him, and

certainly Fox and Windham were among his sup-

porters. When the Ministry of “ All the Talents ”’

was formed, it was clearly impossible, Fox and

Windham being members thereof, for him to

succeed, and he was begged to let the matter drop.

However, he refused to do so, and throughout

the session moved from time to time for further

papers. Wellesley, .wi attack hanging over

him, clearly cou office. Moreover,

he declined haugh ke his seat in the

House of Lords, and ry of fact, did not

make his maiden sy :t assembly until

February 8, 1808, ¥ _admirable oration

he supported the “Gn the debate on

the seizure of the f Admiral Gambier

and General Lord in the previous

September.

THE MARQuEss WELLESLEY fo H.R.H. THE DUKE

OF YorK’

Park Lane: January 30, 18067

I have the honour to acknowledge, with the

highest sense of gratitude, your Royal Highness’

most gracious condescension in having been

1 Frederick Augustus, Duke «i York (1763-1827), Com-

mander-in-Chief, second son of George III.

* On this day Sir Arthur Wellesley succeeded Lord Corn-

wallis as Colonel of the 33rd Regiment.
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pleased to inform me of the distinguished favour

which His. Majesty has conferred on Sir Arthur

Wellesley. I hope to have an opportunity of

submitting to His Majesty by your Royal High-

ness’ faveur my most dutiful thanks for this

signal act of goodness and justice, which is not

more acceptable to the warmest feelings of my

heart than it will prove to the sentiments of the

33rd Regiment, and of the whole army of India.

ADMIRAL SIR W. StpNrEY SmITH® to THE

MARY LESLEY

February 3, 1806

he Mediterranean,
a the two extremes

tlering my services

: for your Lordship

friends which you

may rather wish » water through

Europe than by le ‘times. I wish also

to call your Lordsh zor to the necessity

of cultivating our turban’d intermediate friends

more than we do, to balance the unceasing intrigues

of a man who knows perfectly well how to cajole

mankind, and particularly how to address the

uncultivated minds of the Mahometan part of

them ad caplandum. My brother Spencer,? who

1 Add. MSS. secog £83ws J

a Sir Willian Sidney Sauith (i7o4-T&yo), the hero of St,
Jean d’Acte, vas in Noverber 1805 promoted Rear-Admiral,

anc in the following January hoisted his flag on the Pompée for
service in the Mediterranean, where Lord Collingwood gave

him a coramand on the coast of Naples.

3 Charles Spencer Smith, sometime Ambassador to the

Porte.

T cannot leave F

the intermediate st

of our Empire, with

in the conveyance

through my Afric:

«
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will have the honour of delivering this letter to

your lordship, will be able to show you the danger

of leaving Turkey a prey to french machinations,

The Porte is obliged to look to Russia alone as

less to be feared than France just now, but her

exclusive influence arises only from our exercising

none, This is not fair to our ally, who looks to

“s as arbitrator in her affairs, sensible that we

can have no interest other than the integrity of that

Empire, while others may be suspected of inter-

ested advice. At this moment Russia is negotiat-

ing the renewal oi & { alliance, and we

shall be called on eto when it is

entirely concludec gh we may then

find many articles : wished otherwise,

it will be too late to mt, as we could now

were our Minister at inople a party or

even privy to what

Lines of battle-s ve weight in the

minds of the inhab seraglio, and the

nearest will ever b T look to your

Lordship going to India again some time or other,

and as Sir Edward Pellew* has written to his wife

here that he cannot bear the climate, and that the

command, divided as it is between two, is not

worth anybody’s acceptance, it is probable other

arrangements may be made there ; in which case,

as I stand as fair as any other candidate to succeed

the flag-officer now there that will remain there

’ Rear-Admiral Sir Edward Pellew (1757-1833) was ap-

pointed in April, 1804, Commander-in-Chief in the East Indies.

In 1814 he was raised to the peerage as Baron Exmouth of

Canonteign, and in the same year became Admiral of the Blue.
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(Thomas Troubridge'), whose standing on the

captain’s list is the same as mine, 1782, I may

have the honour of conveying your Lordship,

which I should be happy to obtain.”

THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY fo WILLIAM

WILBERFORCE

Park Lane: April 15, 1806

Y wish you would give a portion of your atten-

tion to the attack which has been made upon me

in the House of Commons.by Mr. Paull. If you

are disposed to at a, Will furnish you

with papers whicls ry conduct and

motives."

WILLIAM WILBER TRE MARQUESS

.
How:

T have been day

: April 22, 1806

stted, and that in

no small degree, by etion that I have

returned no answer whatever to your last friendly

letter. I can truly, however, assure you that it

has not been from my not having it in my thoughts.

But it is and has for many years been a standing

grievance with me, that the time which I should

willingly allot to subjects of extended operation

* Rear-Admiral Sir Thomas Troubridge, first Baronet
(1758-1807). Ee entered the Navy in 1773, and saw much
active service. He held a command at the battle of St,
Vincent, and was with Nelson at Naples and Malta. He was
appointed a Lord of the Admiralty in 1801, and was created
Rear-Admiral 1804.

* Add. MSS 37:09 f, gt.

3 Pearce: Wellesley, ii. 444.
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and national importance is continually withdrawn

from them by a varicty of matters which from

my parliamentary situation have a right to my

attention, These, with the large correspondence

they bring on me, consume all my mornings (and

I use morning here in the most extended sense),

and the afternoons and evenings are engaged by

the House of Commons. Hence it has happened

that I have been for some time earnestly wishing

to go into a full investigation of East Indian

affairs, but I have been always kept from the

execution of my 7» ‘ik have approached

the subject, I ow erable embarrass-

ment, from my f ynal regard for you,

who must of cours h implicated in the

judgment to be form the one hand, and

from my sense of pu sai the other. Still,

I have approached snot yet been able

to do more than ning, and I have

studiously abstaine ding any papers

which contain rath ; ns than the ground

on which they are formed, and might rather bias

than inform me. On this principle, though I

have had some time in mv possession the letter

from the twenty-three directors to which you

allude, I have never once looked into it. I owe

it, however, to Mr. Grant‘ to say, that not only

it was not given to me by him, but that he never

mentioned to me a single particular of it; but

without my asking it was sent to me. After

1 Charles Grant (1746-1823), Chairman of the Court of
Directors of the East India Company from 1805, who opposed
the policy of Wellesley, and supported the attack on him,
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stating to your Lordship thus my real situation, I

have only to add that I shall be happy to receive

from you any information which can tend to

elucidate any of the transactions of your govern-

ment. If I have the power of doing it, I will make

use of them. I am sure I need not say that I

know (for I would use no Icss ambiguous term)

with what public-spirited and patriotic views you

originally went out to India, and that I should

therefore be slow to admit of any conclusions

to your disadvantage. I am now writing at a

Committee table, whither] am duly summoned

at twelve o’clock, near four on the

Woollen Manufa tf am obliged to

keep my ear ofx » evidence while

my hand and ni oyed in writing, I

must beg you to al etter written under

such circumstance

P.S. Ido not : Newspapers may

have made me sa an the House, but

I stated most dist: repeatedly that in

voting for the production of the Directors’ letter

I should act on general principle, disavowing all

reference to Lord Wellesley, thinking that Parlia-

ment ought to receive such information as the

Directors could give, and that we should have it,

if at all, stated to us correctly and authoritatively,

and not in the state in which a paper printed as

that in question would come before us. But in

confidence, my dear Lord, let me own that I heard

so much from several members of the strange

anomalous system of our Indian Government,

that I thovght it necessary to state the grand

I P
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objects which it was necessary to have in view

in constituting a Government for India, and the

difficulties which arose out of them. I allude

particularly to the separation of the patronage

from the political power and executive Govern-

ment.!

Paull formulated his charges against Wellesley

on May 22, 1806, and six days later the House of

Commons ordered that they should be printed ;

but in spite of the efforts of Wellesley’s friends

to force the matt Sue, it was still unwar-

rantably delayed.

The death of Fo uber 13, 1806, made

it necessary for Gre nd a new Secretary

of State for Foreig and he approached

Canning, with wi d, he had earlier

opened negotiation bject of inducing

him to join the Ca hing took Wellesley

into his confidence nitted to him the

draft of a letter addressed to Lord Lowther, upon

which Wellesley commented.

GEORGE CANNING ¢o ViscouNT LOWTHER

South Hill: September 26, 1806

I have not hitherto troubled your Lordship

upon the subjects on which we conversed before

you left town, because there has been no period,

till the present, at which I have had anything

precise to communicate ; and I have not thought

1 Add. MSS. 37309 [. 112. °
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myself at liberty to report, without a distinct

object, what has passed between Lord Grenville

and myself, since that communication which I

mentioned to your Lordship and to others in

July.

Since that time Lord Grenville has expressed,

more than once, through the same confidential

channel, his wish for the renewal of the connection

which formerly subsisted between him and me,

and his readiness to find the means of making such

an opening for me in office as would certainly

have left. to me per ih that respect, nothing

to desire.

Knowing, as y

Lord Grenville, yo:

my inclination wo

disposition on his pa

of those sentiments

other consideratio:

But [ declined

ntiments towards

udge in what way

me to meet such a

ted on the impulse

thout reference to

ay separate over-

ture. And Lord Gi s not prepared, at

that time, to give to such an overture any farther

extension than that of some law arrangement,

which should comprehend (but exactly in what

manner was not explained) Perceval and the Master

of the Rolls.

In this state things continued till the day before

Mr. Fox’s death. It had, indeed, been mutually

agreed that any farther discussion should be

deterred till after the decision of the two important

events then depending—that of Mr. Fox’s recovery

and tle question of peace with France.

Mr. Fox’s death, happening before the
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negotiation had terminated, was of itself a source

of new difficulty. On the one hand, it was hardly

to be expected that any man would enter at hazard

into connection with the Government while the

nature and result of so important (and in the view

of those out of office so questionable) a measure

were yet unascertained. And on the other hand

this event appears to have made it necessary for

Lord Grenville to proceed to the making of his

arrangements without delay.

Upon that occasion i

Grenville to say the

turn his thoughts

ing a larger propor

he had hitherto h

uniformly avowed 1

placing for that pur

who had come intc

Upon comparing

Lord Grenville co offer, consistently

with this determinations: the number of persons

acting with us, who had not put themselves out of
question as to office, and with what I had been

able to collect of the pretensions and expecta-

tions of some of them, and particularly of some

of those whom I met at your house in July, it

was obvious that any proposal which could be

founded on so narrow a basis would be insufficient

for its purpose.

And as the whole of Lord Grenville’s communica-

tions with me on this subject were professedly

directed to the single object of ascertaining my

opinion as to the probable success of any such

but justice to Lord

s he did seriously

- of comprehend-

%4tt’s friends than

naplation. But he

ination of not dis-

one of the persons
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overture as he might find himself enabled to make

—with the intention (if I should encourage him to

believe that it was likely to be accepted) of sub-

mitting it to the approbation of his colleagues

in office, previously to its being communicated

by me to those with whom I was acting, as a

distinct, a formal proposal-—I felt myself bound,

in fairness to Lord Grenville, not to give him an

opinion more encouraging than I really had reason

to entertain,

The ciscussion, therefore, terminated without

ever having assume of a regular nego-

tiation, but with i. of a strong wish

on my part, that ille should think

fit to make any he sort which he

appeared to have h rplation, he would

do it rather throug! ody less personally

interested in it th: nd I took the liberty

of naming the Du as the person who,

I thought, would & by all parties as

the mest unexcepty hannel for such a

communication. .

I have thus given your Lordship an account

of a transaction, the result of which I know you

will regret.

It is, indeed, a mortifying circumstance (in our

view of the situation of the Government and of

the country) that Lord Grenville should, from

whatever sense of his actual engagements and

obligations, have lost so favourable an opportunity

of obtaining that ascendancy to his own power

and principles, in the administration, which we

have all along lamented that he has not appeared

——
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to possess, and which a connection with Mr. Pitt’s

friends would have secured to him.

But while I regret this result, I really cannot

accuse myself of having in any degree contributed

to it, by omitting anything on my part which

could have led to a general or comprehensive

arrangement.’

WELLESLEY’S Observations on CANNING’S

Letter to VISCOUNT LOWTHER

Ociober 2, 1806

ary to remark that

he part of Lord

mal or positive

direct proposals

the substance of

ye persons who at

sentially with him,

i be made either

It would appear

the communicati

Grenville were 8

description, nor of %

or offers: it was 5

them must be discus

that time were act

before any direct

to Mr. Canning or i dit was mentioned

that no such disc: yet taken place

between Lord Grenville and his friends. On the

other hand, it was always supposed that Mr.

Canning, previously to any determination, would

have taken the advice of those with whom he was

connected. The communications from Lord Gren-

ville were declared to be directed to the object

of ascertaining from Mr. Canning in a confidential

and amicable manner the prospect of success in

the events which might have admitted a more

formal and distinct proposal.

(1) The first communication was confined to the

1 Add. MSS. 37295 f. 77.
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idea of establishing a connection with Mr. Canning

and of making arrangements for Mr. Perceval ;

it should be observed, however, that a similar dis-

position was expressed respecting Sir William

Grant, the Master of the Rolls. No principle of

exclusion was then stated.

(2) The discussion of any branch of the question

in any view was deferred by mutual understanding

in the expectation that two points of great import-

ance must speedily be decided, namely, the prob-

ability of Mr. Fox’s recovery, and the prospect

of early peace. The. decision. cf one, if not of

both, these point ty deemed to be

essential to the p yoceeding to any

regular consideratic arenville’s wishes.

And although Lord 1uirics may have

been more distinct i to the means of

comprehending a ion of the present

opposition within ent at the period

of time named { me of Mr. Fox’s

death) than at any: , it must be

observed that thosc enquiries originated in the
suggestions which had been made to him about

that time of the probability of effecting such an

arrangement upon principles of justice and equity

towards all parties. Lord Grenville’s disposition

was always the same, but his views of the question

necessarily varied with the hopes which he enter-

tained of finding mcans to form a more compre-

hensive system, without injury to his own honour

and to the just claims of those who acted with

him. The word ‘“ offer’? is here used; it has

already been observed that no communication
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was made which could strictly be termed an

“ offer.” The same observation applies to much

of the subsequent statement, which perhaps might

be qualified by some explanation of the nature

of the communication which took place.

(3) It would be proper to explain that any ques-

tions concerning Windham originated entirely

with Mr. Canning ; no idea ever was stated of any

change with regard to Windham, and it seems

sufficient merely to advert to Lord Grenville’s

general determination respecting the members

of his Governmerit... sie, very desirable to omit

the mention of pi s in the relation

of a communicat a nature, other-

wise what has psx niy with amicable

views in every quart nd to open sources

of fresh animosity remark particularly

applies to what is ling Lord Melville :

it would certainly aciliatory to avoid

any mention of hrs did not come into

question in any m2 et of the discussion.

It may be proper to ‘Mr. Canning’s own dis-

position towards both Windham and Lord Mel-

ville, and his intentions respecting both, if the

transaction had ultimately assumed a more regular

form; but the expressions here used may create

much ill-will, My dispositions towards Lord

Melville have always been so different from unkind

or unjust that I should grieve to be the reporter

of the existence of any such sentiments in the mind

of any friend of mine, and I am therefore anxious

that this point should not be stated with such

strength. Indeed, I should not deem it to be just
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to Lord Grenville to describe his sentiments so

strongly ; perhaps in a case of such delicacy it

would be necessary to obtain from Lord Grenville

a much more detailed explanation of his opinions

and disposition with regard to Lord Melville,

before I could fairly say in what terms those

opinions and disposition could be correctly des-

cribed.

But I really perceive no necessity for such

description, and I should imagine that every

important purpose would be answered by remark-

ing that the situation vi Melville and his

connections must .material branch

of any final discuss Grenville.

Upon the whole, possible to make

a shorter statement wnunication which

passed ; the substan vas certainly of a

conciliatory nature shend some danger

from the details, which relate to

individual pretens bons,

You will excuse ¢ of these remarks,

as you know that my views throughout the whole

transaction have been amicable to all my friends.)

ee.

GEORGE CANNING to THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY

South Hill: October 3, 1806

How can you have thought it necessary to make

any apology for what you call the freedom of

your remarks upon my proposed letter to Lord

Lowther? I sent it to you for no other purpose

than that you should comment upon it with as

much freedom as possible.

1 Add. MSS. 37205 f. 8r.
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Undoubtedly it would have saved us both some

trouble to have considered all that has passed

as nul and non avenu, and to have said absolutely

nothing about it.

But how could that be in justice to Lord

Grenville ? He cannot but conjecture (and I am

well aware) that no small stimulus will be given

to the spirit of party politics in the next session of

Parliament by the notion that the opportunity

which (it will be said) was afforded to Lord

Grenville by Fox’s death, to retrieve what (in the

language of party} is ¢ a false step in the

original formation , sanment, has been

thrown away. TI. tered a deliberate

preference of the © *, or (what is not

better liked, perha “<d Sidmouth’s, to

the friends of Mr. Pitt ; no fancy of mine.

It happens, by = neidence, that the

same post which hg e back my letter

with your observaii a letter from the

person to whom m essed, written pre-

cisely in this strain. sucha case what ought I

to do? To suffer the mist: ike to remain uncon-
tradicted ? That surely would be unfair to Lord

Grenville. To say generally that something has

passed, but of a nature not to be reported? That

would be only to invite questions, and to excite

suspicions much more unfavourable to the pos-

sibility of a good understanding hereafter than

the truth. What other course remains but to

state correctly the substance of what has passed

with no more particularity than is necessary for

making the statement intelligible ?
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For this purpose I am very glad to avail myself

of your remarks, to correct whatever may have

appeared to you inaccurate, and to supply what-

ever omission has struck you as material.

Your first general observations relate to the

too great formality and distinctness of shape

under which you think the communications to

me were represented. I have endeavoured to

conform the representation to your ideas, by

striking out, wherever they occurred, the words

“ offer,” “ proposal,’’ and the like, and substituting

expressions of a motu.if mate nature.

I have also (the ny suggestion of

yours) considerably first part, which

relates to myself which I have no

desire to dwell for ¢

of expressing what

sentiments. towards

My alterations a

and the passages

designed to be omitt

Your first specific remark (No. 1) applies to the

statement of the proposed legal arrangement.

You notice the omission of the Master of the Rolls.

I omitted him because I thought that in beating

out that idea together [had shown you that it was

not worth much in the way of temptation, Sir

William Grant, I believe, could not consider

anything but the Great Seal as above his present

situation. In fact, his rank is already above that

of the Chicf Justice of the Common Pleas, and a

peerage, which alone could make the latter

situation the higher of the two, might possibly

ghout in red ink,

ith red ink are
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have suggested the suspicion of a wish to remove

him from the House of Commons, quite as readily

as that of a beneficial promotion. Such was my

view of this point, as I stated it to you more than

once, I think—-but particularly on the Thursday

night, when the question of the separate overture

was finally settled. That view may be mistaken.

I do not think it is so. But it is from that view

only that I thought the mention of the Master

of the Rolls not only unimportant, but better

avoided. However, as it seems to be thought

otherwise, I now ade to Perceval’s.
I change at the 1 this paragraph

the expression to * var to refer, when

you say that “ne clusion was then

stated.”

The next remark

shows that a sense:

conveying might b

the time when Let : first took into

consideration the pc finding means for

a wider arrangement. If [ meant anything more

than simply to mark the date, it was certainly not

(as you seem to have understood) to throw any

blame on Lord Grenville. But since the passage

appears to be liable to such a construction it must

be altered. And I cannot do better than copy, as

nearly as possible, your words. I flatter myself

that, so far as I have gone, the changes which I

propose will have satisfied all your objections.

What remains is, I confess, rauch more difficult.

It is unquestionably true that the limitation

in point of number of offices would not, of itself,

a important, as it

ud no intention of

what was said of
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have been decisive in my opinion. And I do

not give a true impression of the grounds of that

opinion, unless I mention the negative as well as

the positive circumstances on which it was

formed.

I thought 1 had been particularly cautious not

to imply that the idea of removing Windham had

been entertained by Lord Grenville. I state it

expressly, as that which I had found reason to

believe was nof in Lord Grenville’s contemplation.

J state this, to be sure, w ithout much introduction

or circumlocutio: ig in idea so familiar

to the public at } y (1 believe) out

of the Governmen y many in it, that

T suppose Lord Gr ‘is the only person

who has all along fe e that, happen what

might besides, Wir: id meet Parliament

again in his pr s I am_ perfectly

persuaded that 3 is not mentioned

expressly, the very ot the truth will be

taken for grante a; the “general deter-

mination”? of Lord Grenville “ respecting the

members of his Government ”’ will 2ot be thought

to have precluded the idea of an amicable transfer

of Windham from his present to some other

situation of morc dignity and leisure. Never-

theless, if any importance is attached to the

suppression of his name, I underscore him with

red, without much remorse ; though it cost me at

the same tirne the statement of the notion of a

compromise upon some of the military points, to

which I attach, beyond the present moment, much

importance—-but which perhaps it is of more
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importance to have stated to you than to Lord

Grenville.

I do not part with Lord Melville with the same

indifference. It is true that nothing distinct, in

the way of proposal and rejection, passed respect-

ing Lord Melville, but I cannot help fearing that

what I stated (surely in a very guarded manner)

is at the same time very true—that I did “ collect

enough to lead me to apprehend that there exists

with respect to him no conciliatory disposition.”

“ Kindness ” no man has a right to claim. It

is optional to sh t; and its being

withholden is nc plaint. But the

determination ta « Journals of the

House of Commo

—as to the Law by anions of the Judges,

and as to the Fact mm decision of the

competent Tribu »® be in strictness

unjust ; and if th

were matter of diffic: winehi it ought not to be)

still the not restoring Melville to the Privy

Council,’ from which those Resolutions, now so

falsified, procured his expulsion, appears to me to

be, not a want of favour or of kindness, but plain,

substantial injustice. You cannot suppose me

here to speak of what I suppose to be your senti-

ments or even Lord Grenville’s individually, but

those of the Government.

Still, however, though I think this a most

1 Melvillc’s name was removed from the roll of Privy
Councillors when the charge of malversation was brought
against him. It was erased on May 9, 1805, and restored on

April 8, 1807.
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important: part of the statement, it isnot one that

is essential to it. Nothing could be more contrary

to my wishes than to excite any one unpleasant

feeling which does not now exist, or to aggra-

vate any which may unfortunately have been

excited... .

The expedient of saying what “J would have

done” upon this subject, “if the transaction had

assumed a more regular form,’ would, I think, be

dangerous (if there be danger, as you seem to

think, in the subject), as that would naturally lead

to the question, “ V collect to be the

disposition in resp ville?” to which

Tam afraid I could an unsatisfactory

answer. I give up: s to Lord Melville

therefore, altogether.

Thus curtailed anc

will find nothing

strictly conformatl

actions between us

strike you upon a rev : shall be equally

ready to endeavour to satisfy your objections.

But I cannot help wishing that it might be

convenient to you, in that case, to come and state

your objections here, or, in the better alternative

of your being sat*sfied, to find some leisure day to

come here and express your satisfaction.

Again and again I entreat you to be assured

that I can retain no impression of your part in this

transaction, nor of Lord Grenville’s either (so far

as J am personally concerned) but what is of the

most gratifying and satisfactory nature. I hope

you do not think that I can have been insensible

ed, IT imagine you

ent but what is

sw of the trans-
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either to his disposition to renew old friendship, or

to your unwearied kindness in the endeavour to

bring about that renewal. I trust, too, that you

do me the same justice, and that, if we are vexed

(as for my part I am heartily) with the result of

our communications, we lav the blame only on

the circumstances and the persons, that for the

present make what we all equally desire im-

practicable.

P.S. One should have thought that I had done,

but on looking over « euvncd letter, I see one

pencil-mark whict fy observation an-

nexed to it. Iti “ could make ”

in the fourth page ¢ set. What does it

imply? Did you meaning of the

expression ? or only the tense of the verb,

as too positive? I fei an alteration by

guess, which seems both this doubt

and this objection think of no other.

Yet another thing | me. You speak

of Lord Grenville’s i « have consulted his

colleagues before any direct proposal could have

been made. I will certainly mention this if you

think it material. But I doubt (for Lord Gren-

ville) what good the mention of it can do. Will it

not rather suggest the ideas first of Lord Grenville

being Jess master of his Government, etc., etc. ;

and secondly, that obvious one, that to consult a

Government, prelty full already, upon the means

of making room, would probably be to ensure a

negative upon the experiment ?*

1 Add. MSS. 37295 f. 85.
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GEORGE CANNING fo THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY

South Hill: October 9, 1806

The inclination of my opinion is that, though

not absohitely necessary, it would, if proper (of

which you may perhaps be a bettcr judge than I)

be very desirable that Lord Grenville should see

what has lately passed between us. I return the

amended letter, therefore ; and I return also those

observations of yours, in conformity to which the

amendments have been made. And I beg that

you will do what upon consideration you shall

think best. I hay pt any copy of my last

letter to you wh ed the amended

letter, and. explaiz spon which those

parts which appearé @ require alteration

had been jramed ; | scars to me to bea

necessary accomp my communication

to Lord Grenville.

I am glad that shape the paper

appears to you ationable. It is,

however, still open urther_ observations

which your reference to Lord Grenville may

suggest—as, having been obliged to answer Lord

Lowther’s letter, and to account for the delay of

the communication which I had to make to him,

the further interval of a day or two ts of no great

importance."

LORD GRENVILLE to THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY

Downing Street: October 16, 1806

I return you the papers you sent me. They

afford ample proofs of the fairness of the intention

1 Add. MSS. 37295 £. 93.

I Q
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with which Canning’s letter has been drawn, and

it is impossible for me not to feel highly gratified

by his expressions of personal kindness towards

myself, which indeed I never doubted, and which

are met on my part by feelings perfectly reciprocal.

I also concur entirely with him in the propriety

for his sake, as well as for my own, of our being

able to make to our respective friends some

statement on this subject. I have indeed already

had occasion to say something on the subject to

the very person to wl m Canning’s letter is

addressed. In an ne observations of

his I felt myself a y that I had had

the means of asc« the persons with
whom he wished uinected had deter-

mined not to treat { pose but asa body,

and to maintain which (whether

reasonable or not i were inconsistent

with what I felt man of honour

towards those wi had so recently

recommended to th they now hold in

Government.

This is the substance, and I believe not far from

the words, which I used, and I confess I think it

is only in some such short statement of the leading

facts that the respective parties to such a trans-

action can ever be brought to concert. I cannot

but agree with you that the draft of Canning’s

letter, even as now amended, is much too long and

too detailed for such a purpose. In a narrative

of that length and particularity, no man can avoid

that species of colouring which every one naturally

gives in telling his own story, and which would be
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found to be perfectly different in two such repre-

sentations of facts precisely the same. The

slightest cnange of the turn of an expression will,

as you well know, lead to different inferences in

matters of so much delicacy ; and in guarding the

impression of my conduct, as I endeavoured to

guard my conduct itself, against the two extremes

of which I am liable to be suspected by different

persons, of too great or too little facility on this

occasion, { never could concur in and adopt a

representation. of the details drawn by a person who

probably does not fecl exastly as I do, as to all the

motives which re ision. In such a

case I cannot but eading facts are

those which can al d by the common

consent of both pa x

be left to the fairne

persons honourabiy

other, and who ¢c¢

misrepresett the p:

In this view I thin

be shortly thus :

That nothing passed on either side but with

reference to Communications to be subsequently

made to the respective friends of cach as the

proper foundation of any distinct and regular

discussion cr treaty.

That Lord Grenville and Mr. Canning mutually

expressed a desire that circumstances might lead

to a renewal of their former connection.

That Mr. Canning described himself as bound by

engagements which prevented him from acting

otherwise than in concurrence with the body of the

utual good faith of

disposed to each

. ho intention to

statement might



228 THE WELLESLEY PAPERS _ [1806-

Opposition, whom he also described as bound by

similar engagements to each. other.

And that it appeared almost immediately that

the pretensions of that body were such as could

not be satisfied by such facilities as Lord Grenville

was likely to find himself enabled to furnish from

actual or probable openings, but would require a

departure from the determination he uniformly

avowed, of not forcibly displacing for that purpose

any of the persons who had come into office with

him ; and that on this ground the whole terminated

without ever havi d the shape of a

regular negotiation

<e it be adopted

ot preclude either

4g our own views

- details; but these

d consequently by

> received as such.

sent by common

consent appeared t¢ essary or proper, I

should have had to nk you much for your

observations, in all which [ concur, thinking some

of them also extremely miaterial—particularly

those which relate to Windham and Lord Melville.

I should indeed be sorry to be thought to have

admitted a discussion of which Windham’s removal

formed a part ; nor could J acknowledge what was

said about Lord Melville to be in any degree a just

representation of my sentiments. Nothing, of

course, can now be said as to future intentions ;

but speaking of the past, even up to this. very

moment, I must say that if there be one individual

Canning or mysct

and impressions a3 t

will be stated as

just and reasoning

Had a more pa
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in this country to whom I conceive myself to have

shewn the greatest kindness, and that too with

much embarrassment and difficulty to myself,

that individual is Lord Melville.

I also think it most essential that all that passed

on my part. should be clearly stated as having had

reference to future commmmication and concert

with my friends before it could assume a binding

form. I have no pretensions to be (as is stated)

the master of the Government I act with. The

station I do hold was, as you know, forced upon

me by them agai hos, and I have no

desire to carry its | all higher than

necessity requires ‘ould I think of

acting im such a % this without full

communication with { a determination,

not only to ask the but to abide by it

as far as a man sacrifice his own

judgment to that

Canning declining “ All the Talents ”’

administration, Lord Howick was taken from the

Admiralty and given the Foreign Office, and

Thomas Grenville succeeded him at the Admiralty,

In March 1807 a disagreement with the King on

the Cathelic question, on which he would not

yield in the slightest degrec, brought about the

resignation of the Ministry, and the Duke of

Portland was invited to form an administration.

One of the Duke’s first acts was to offer Wellesley

the Foreign Office.

1 Add. MSS. 37295 f. 95.
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THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY to GEORGE CANNING

Private Oxford Street

March 22, 1807

I contrived at length to see Lord Grenville this

evening at five o’clock ; you will perceive by the

enclosed note that I have used every effort to

prevent delay.

With real pain I decline the very kind and

flattering proposition which you were so good as

to convey tome. I have not delayed my answer

one moment beyond thetime that it was possible

to send it.

I have nothing

ments of gratitude

with you, and my ¢

which the King has }

It is my determina

opposition which x

Ministry, and on °

happy to be of any s ma and to them.

I obtamed Lord’ nviile’s assurance that

what has passed respecting me shall not transpire

through him; and from me no person what-

ever shall learn this transaction without your

permission.’

warmest senti-

, and all who act

he gracious favour

d towards me.

ye no concern in any

g against the new

{1 shall be most

THE DUKE OF PORTLAND fo THE MARQUESS

WELLESLEY

Burlington House: March 24, 1807

It is with infinite satisfaction that I obey the

commands which I have this moment received

1 Add. MSS. 37294 f. 107.
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from the King to convey to you without a
moment’s loss of time “ His Majesty’s earnest

desire that you will undertake the office of

Secretary of State for the Forcign Department, in

which His Majesty will be glad to avail himself of

your Lordship’s virtues and talents.” It would

be impertinent in me to add a word more to the

extract which I have given your Lordship in His

Majesty’s own words, except to assure you that I

never felt a higher gratification than in fulfilling

His Mejesty’s commands in the present instance.

The King will af five this evening,

when he expresse: shall be enabled

to bring him your 7 wer.”

This offer mus

Wellesiey’s hanghts

office with the che

of. Canning becars retary. Welles-

ley’s family, partly #6 a compliment to

him, was, however, well represented in the Govern-

ment, Sir Arthur Wellesley being appointed Chief

secretary to the Lord-Licutenant of Ireland,

Wellesley-Pole Secretary of the Admiralty,

and Henry Wellesley a Secretary of the

Treasury, Wellesley now was able to face the

charges with more of spirit and less of disgust.

“He has at length got the better of the effect

which these base attacks had made upon his

mind,” Sir Arthur Wellesley wrote to Malcolm,

1 Add. MSS. 37309 f. 170.

pecn. gratifying to

he would not accept

1 still undisposed



232 THE WELLESLEY PAPERS _ [1806-

February 25, 1808. “‘ He has lately made a most

distinguished speech in the House of Lords, and

I have no doubt he will come forward frequently

in the same way. I hope that we shall be able to

bring the House of Commons to a vote on the

Oudh case in the course of the next week. Not, I

think, that it signifies essentially whether we do or

not, as time has had its usual effect wpon the sense

or folly of the public, and has convinced them that

the man they have been in the habit of abusing

was the best governe It is desirable,

however, to com his question, as

several of Lord \ adian friends are

anxious about it, a: xs who have more

respect than I have fs sc6 In Parliament.”

It was not, howeve : 8, 1808, that the

charges were broug efore jthe House

of Commons, and ¢ ion was negatived

by 182 to 31 vote’ ubsequent resolution

approving of Wellesley’s conduct was moved by

Sir John Anstruther, and carried. The matter

was once more revived in the following May,

when Sir Thomas Turton moved for the impeach-

ment of Wellesley on the grounds of his conduct

towards the Nawab of the Carnatic, but this was

negatived without a division; and when Wallace

moved a vote expressing approval of Wellesley’s

conduct in this matter, there were but ninetecn

dissentients.
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THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY fo THE DUKE OF

PORTLAND

Private and confidential Camelford House

April 21, 1807

According to the wish expressed by your Grace

that I should commit to paper the general state-

ment of my personal situation, which I had the

honour of laying before you yesterday, I now

address tais letter to your Grace, and I take the

liberty of adding my request, that the unexampled

nature of the injuries which [ have suffered may

be humbly submit .. Majesty’s gracious

consideration.

Your Grace is ful

tenor of my admin

important branch

was entrusted to ry
In every stage of ¢

motives, success

measures pursued hi ‘tioned by the most

decided approbation: ajesty’s Government

and of Perliament ; and I deemed myself to be

fully entitled to expect, from the nature and extent

of my public services, as well as from the manner

in which they have been accepted by His Majesty’s

Ministers during the whole period of my con-

tinuance in India, those honourable distinctions

and that public reception which constitute the

natural ancl just objects of ambition to every loyal

subject of the Crown serving His Majesty and the

country in arduous stations of public trust, and

more especially in distant and unhealthy climates,

under circumstances of great labour and difficulty.

a with the general

the affairs of that

wish Empire which

r nearly eight years.

of my conduct the

result of the
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Although untoward accidents had occasioned

differences between me and the Court of Direcfors,

in all material points the sentiments of His

Majesty’s Government had confirmed my pro-

ceedings, and at the close of my administration,

when the late Mr. Pitt notified to me his intention

of availing himself of my long expressed wish to

be released from the government of India, he

accompanied that notification by a declaration of

“his earnest wish that I should not leave India

without receiving some - additional public mark of

the cordial sense é fi my services,” and

he added that he xlous to obtain ”

for me, from His cious favour, the

Order of the Gar remuneration for

the advantages acq e Empire under my

administration.

At the time of my

and the Minister

continued to en

opinions of my serv { their result. The

calamitous event of Mr. Piti’s death took place

within a few days after I reached London, but not

before I had received, in writing and verbally from

that lamented friend, the most cordial testimonies

of his unaltered esteem and confidence.

In the events which ensued, although Lord

Grenville’s favourable sentiments of my services

remained unchanged and the long friendship

suffered no diminution, the frame of the Govern-

ment precluded me from submitting to His

Majesty any representation of my situation.

From that period of time, notwithstanding the

England, Mr. Pitt,

m I had served,

same favourable
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unabated kindness of Lord Grenville, the conduct
of affairs in the House of Commons has subjected

me to a specics of persecution, perhaps unparalleled

in the modern history of England, for I have been

unable to obtain the advantage even of con-

demnation by the House of Commons, and have

been offered no alternative but a perpetual and

indefinite state of accusation without any distinct

ground of charge, or a dismission of the whole

case from the bar of the House of Commons under

an equivocal and ambi piguous vate, which would

leave the merits of utter uncertainty.

In this situatioc y been the desire

of a certain descr sons to detain me,

for purposes whict ntly obvious ; nor

have those whose ° e always just and

honourable been a ustrate the design.

Under such circum ‘cent crisis called

upon me to decid stion between my

private friendship ? ‘Snville, my personal

interests, as far as tly encerned in the issue

of affairs in the House of Commons, and the high

considerations of duty towards His Majesty, which

have been involved in the late discussions in

Parliament. Although the peculiar delicacy of

my situation rendcred me unable to serve His

Majesty to the full extent of my most anxious

wishes, your Grace has done me the justice to

observe that I have afforded every support within

my power to the cause of His Majesty’s present

Government. The part which I have taken was

intended by me and was understood by your

Grace, and by the world, to amount to a complete

nent
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declaration and pledge of my resolution to adhere
to the Government which His Majesty * has

recently appointed ; and whatcver may be the

result, J am satisfied that I have acted according

to my duty; nor shall I depart from the deter-

mination which I have expressed to your Grace.

With these sentiments I submit to your Grace

the justice of my hope that His Majesty may be

graciously pleased to consider with indulgence the

services rendered under my administration in

India; the estimation in which those services

were “held by th Pitt and all those
Ministers under x employed; and,

lastly, the cruel a mm which I have

received since my % e attempts which

have been made to rvices (for which I

have received the the executive and

legislative power} ix nd to preclude me

from the benefit « of His Majesty’s

grace and favour een conferred on

my predecessors in ircumstances, and

evcn on persons employed under my command.

His Majesty’s justice and goodness will not, I

trust, permit that I should remain undefended,

unrewarded, and unhonourccl merely because the

whole tenor of my public service has been marked

by an uniform attachment to His Majesty’s person

and Government, to the honour and interests of

his crown, and to the civil and religious establish-

ments of the country. I rely upon His Majesty’s

benevolence, that the executive power will take

the lead in my cause, and that, if my services

should receive the same estimation which the late
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Mr. Pitt never denied to them, even in the last

moments of his life, His Majesty will condescend

to manifest a public sense of his favourable opinion

by some mark of his royal notice.

In concluding this Ictter, it may not be im-

proper to apprise your Grace that the con-

siderations which induced rae to solicit His

Majesty’s indulgence with regard to the immediate

acceptance of active employment in his service

have ceased to operate in my mind. The nature

of the opposition which has been arrayed against

the King’s Government} © entire separation

which the course ; has necessarily

occasioned betwee ttack and those

who propose to de urch and State as

now constituted by rendered the public

service a matter of | duty to me, if His

Majesty should this mploy me either at

home or abroad. 1owever, will be

pleased to consid tion to be made

merely fer your conv without any view of

affecting arrangements already established, and

without any reference to the nature or extent of

my future support.’

THE MARQUESS OF BUCKINGHAM fo THE MARQUESS

WELLESLEY

Buckingham House: March 17, 1808

You w:ll believe me, my dear Lord Wellesley,

very sincerely happy at the justice, though tardy

and inadequate, that has been done to your

1 Add. MSS. 37295 f. ror.
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character and services by the vote of Monday

night ;* and personally gratified by the opporttnity

given to my son to mark his public gratitude

to one for whom I have felt so warmly. If he has

been fortunate cnough to bear that testimony in

terms satisfactory to you, and to pursue the course

of his support, and of his arguments, without

injury to the cause he wished to hold up to the

gratitude and respect of the public, every wish

that he could form on this subject will have been

fully satisfied. He will, therefore, read with very

particular pleasure . which I shall

immediately sen d indeed he had

already mentioned® y kind and strong

terms in which Mr xy friend Arthur?

expressed themselv mmediately after he

had spoken.

He does not app vend any real and

substantial attem ther questions on

the Oudh subject ver, he should be

deceived in that exertions will be

anxiously directed to support the opinion which he

has, after the fullest reflections and application to

the question, invariably entertained respecting it.

After stating this, I know not how to add

anything from myself on this subject. I cannot

and will not congratulate you on what I feel to be

a tardy and meagre act of justice ; but I may add

that I feel unaffected and cordial pleasure in the

vote that relieves your mind and your health from

1 A resolution approving of Wellesley’s policy in connection

with Oudh.

® Sir Arthur Wellesley.
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the constant and feverish irritation necessarily

created by such an attack."

VISCOUNT CASTLEREAGH” to THE MARQUESS

WELLESLEY

Private Downing Street

September 2, 1808

Mr. Cooke in my absence has fulfilled my wishes

in transmitting to you without a moment’s loss

of time the gloriou ts of your brother.’

Tt is truly gratify, he has had this

proud occasion, rmand passed into

other hards, of con} ire the best troops

of France the exaltec with which he has

always served. Suc sr the British army

portends, I trust, iid victories in the

course of the war, i t, like Spain, shall

summon resolutior vrant.

We have in the eile a letter from

Palacios cated the 13th. He was again attacked

on the rath and compelled once more the French to

retire with great loss both of men and artillery.

On the 14th he was reinforced, and proceeding in

pursuit of the enemy.

1 Add. MSS. 37309 f. 226,

* Robert Stewart, Viscount Castlereagh (1769-1822),

Secretary of State for War, succeeded as second Marquess

of Londondeiry, r82r. It was Castlereagh who had specially

nominated Wellesley to his command in Portugal.

’ Sir Arthur Wellesley won the battle of Vimiera, August

ar, 1808.

4 Add. MSS. 37309 £. 239.
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THE DUKE OF PORTLAND to THE MARQUESS

WELLESLEY

Private and confidential Burlington House

September 7, 1808

Considering the expectations I encouraged you

to entertain I must lose no time in accounting to

you for my having abstained from endeavouring to

fulfil them. On my arrival at the Quecn’s palace

I acquainted my colleagues with my intention

of moving the King to confer the honour of the

peerage on Sir Arthur Wellesley in the manner

which [ had submitt £crdship, and which

had had the goo ave received your

sanction. They ai xy Intention in its

fullest extent, knit who had had con-

ferences in the clos ted the moment as

very inauspicious, ugly cautioned me

against the atterny flection, however,

I thought I w : ground without
committing any es, and preserve

the measure . as res integra, and

accordingly when I went into the closet I began

upon the subject of the two splendid victories

[Rolica and Vimiera], and the rewards which those

to whom they were due must be thought to be

entitled. To the merit of the first the assent was

as unlimited and as satisfactory as I could have

wished it, but with respect to the latter it was

observed that it would be right to wait to see to

whom those rewards should be given, and it was

said with a considerable degree of emphasis :

“T am always ready to reward merit, but I will

not withhold blame where it shall be proved to
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have been. inctrred.” With this declaration the

conversation upon that subject closed, and I am

willing to hope that your Lordship will be of

opinion that it was advisable to leave it there, and

wait for the next arrival from Portugal, which I

cannot allow myself to suppose will not justify

me in resuming the subject, and making you such

a report as will be perfectly satisfactory to you

and all Sir Arthur’s friends.

'CKINGHAM fo THE MARQUESS

Dalrymple? Sir H

are recalled to answe:

Portugal. Whilst

many reasons wh

you to write to yor

but under the conv; xt this step is taken

towards Sir Arthur, o Dot lose a moment in

requesting you to believe that I cannot hesitate

in offering to his family, for him, every assurance

of the mest cordial attachment to his fair fame

and interests. Those feelings of affection and of

confidence are not to be shaken by the political

contests of the day; and fully believing, as a

public man, that he is not responsible for that most

and your brother

conventions signed in

subtful there were

nk it right towards

pon that chapter ;

1 Sir Arthur Wellesley was created Viscount Wellington

of Talavera, September 4, 1809, after the victories of Oporto

and Talaverz..

2 General Sir Hew Whitefoord Dalrymple, Bart. (1750-1830).

3 General Sir Harry Burrard (1755-1813).

I R
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disgraceful and

request that I may

ground of public ju

of very old, very 5

friendship, anxicu

usefully to him, ac:

instrument, I

d, not only on the

on every principle
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BOOK IV

AMBASSADOR-EXTRAORDINARY

TO SPAIN. 1809

Dissensicns in the Cabinet : Wellesley’s appoint-

ment : Sir Arthur Wellesley’s command : A super-

fluity of commanders : The Convention of Cintra :

Indignation in England : A ministerial crisis : Re-

signation of the Duke of Portland, Canning, and

Castlercagh : Canning’s “treachery” : Wellesley
and the Premiership : Perceval’s difficult task :

Negotiations : Duel between Castlereagh and
Canning : Wellesley offered the post of Foreign

Secretary : His accoptan, Perceval’s account of
the resignations : © t : Wellesley on

Canning’s conduc s a Garter :

Perceval’s acquic: 3 thanks : His

impatience,

HE charges 6 dust him in con-

nection wit!

General

factorily disposed

to take office. Inth 5

then Foreign Minist » Duke of Portland

that he should resign unless Castlereagh, who was

Secretary of State for War, gave up the seals of

office ; but for the time being nothing was done.

In the event of the retirement of Castlereagh, it

was the intention of Canning to use his influence

to have Wellesley appointed to the War Depart-

ment. In the meantime, however, Wellesley
245
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was invited to go as Ambassador-Extraordinary

to Spain, there to arrange with the Junta for the

efficient carrying on of the war against Napoleon.

In the summer of 1808 Castlereagh had decided

to make Spain the headquarters of the British

army abroad, and he desired to place the forces

under the command of Sir Arthur Wellesley, who

had so highly distinguished himself in India.

The Commander-in-Chief, the Duke of York, and

some of his advisers, however, opposed this

intention, and thong ley had sailed in

July, shortly afte ‘he found himself

superseded by Sir

Burrard. He plac

they were on Aug

army under Jur

but Burrard, lan

forbade a pursuit, 4

upon Lisbon. On tk ang

arrived and took comman ; and at once received
proposals from Junot, offering to evacuate Portugal

under a convention. There was something to be

said for accepting the terms, as then the British

forces could devote themselves entirely to Spain ;

but Dalrymple conceded all that Junot demanded.

The Convention of Cintra was signed on August

30, but when the news reached England there was

an outcry of disgust. The three generals were

recalled and brought before a committee of enquiry.

Dalrymple and Burrard were never again employed

acked by a French

nch were routed,
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on active service, and Wellesley, who had clearly

been blameless in the matter, was sent back in

supreme command.

The difficulties that confronted Wellesley are

recorded in every account of the Peninsula war.

The Spaniards were anxious enough to have the

British fozces to fight for them, but they showed

a consistent lack of desire to assist them in any

way. Promises, indeed, they made in plenty, but

invariably failed to do what they had promised.

It was only after when Wellesley

threatened to wi my into Portugal,

that matters bec The Marquess

worked Lard to br xotiations with the

Junta to a successf “ After indulging

his bad taste in : » bravadocs,”’ Lord

Holland has writ ved in essentials

much foresight, ar ore accurate and

comprehensive view : icy of the country

to which he was accredited than is usual in an

English diplomatist, and than could have been

expected in so short a residence.” ?

In the meantime ministcrial affairs at home

were approaching a crisis. Though the Cabinet

supported Canning against Castlereagh, the dis-

sensions ended in breaking up the Government.

1 Suc The Despatches and Correspandence of the Marquess

Wellesley, K.G., during his Lordship’s Mission to Spain as

Ambassadur-Extraordinary to the Supreme Junta in 1809.

Edited by Montgomery Martin. 1838.

2 Holland: Further Memoirs, 47.
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The Duke of Portland resigned on September 5,

and Canning retired with him. Castlereagh, who

had been kept in ignorance of Canning’s demand

for his dismissal, now learnt of this, and followed

suit, indignant at what he regarded as the under-

hand treatment to which he kad been subjected.

Spencer Perceval, who had been Chancellor of

the Exchequer under Portland, was entrusted by

the King with the task of forming an administra-

tion. This he succeeded in doing after con-

siderable negotiation, {he course of which is made

clear by the follows

B. SYDENHAM {@!

A

Although Mr. P

of delicacy not

question has now

UESS WELLESLEY

September 16, 1809

ned from motives

tr Lordship, the

tous a shape, that

he feels himself } very sentiment of

affection and of a your interests, to

communicate to you his opinion with regard to

the actual state of circumstarices in this country,

in order that you may possess the fullest informa-

tion before you decide upon this difficult and

important subject.

The Duke of Portland, Lord Castlereagh, and

Mr. Canning have all resigned. Lord Castlereagh

complains with great justice of the treatment

which he has experienced, and is extremely

indignant. Indeed, it must be admitted that if

such treatment be tolerated, mo man can be safe

for a moment, Canning has resigned because
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he is not rnade Prime Minister. He has declared

this in writing, and if his principle be correct,

that the First Minister of this country musi be

in the House of Commons, it must operate to the

exclusion of your claims, as well as those of all

the nobility. I am informed that until he dis-

covered that you were indifferent on the point

of your being at the head of the Treasury, no person

was so adverse as he was to your entrance into

the Cabinet. This [ believe to be a fact that can

admit of proof. The result of the whole, however,

is that the King ’ with Canning’s

conduct, and th: he Cabinet (not

including the Duke + and Castlereagh,

who are out of offic rutined to make any

sacrifice rather than? a him. They mean,

if they can, to get of xth from their own

friends, and to of the Foreign or

War Department ‘yy cannot succeed

by this arrangeme i then endeavour

to gain strength fromthe’ Opposition. In short,

they are resolved to do anything rather than sur-

render the King to Canning, and the King is

determined to make any sacrifice in order to sup-

port them in this resolution. But under the

difficulties which now affect Mr. Perceval’s friends,

under the impossibility of their forming a new

Government without calling in the aid of some of

the Opposition, the consequent necessity of filling

up every office immediately, the uncertainty of

your Lordship’s sentiments and of your engage-
ments with Canning, and the impression which

some persons are cndcavouring to give of your
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being in concert with that gentleman, it will be

impossible for them, with the strongest desire

to avail themselves of your services, and the

highest estimation of your public character and

qualifications, to keep open any office for your

acceptance. They are now reduced to the neces-

sity of retiring altogether, or of forming tmmedt-

ately a strong Government on a permanent basis,

which can only be done by an early and judicious

distribution of the efficient offices of the Govern-

ment among those who are on the spot, and at

the head of the diffe os. But lam desired,

both by Pole (wh: 1e most anxious

interest in your ¥ hose decided and

manly conduct e@ mi has secured for

him the gratitude ~ of Perceval and

all his friends) and § knot, who is one“of

your sincere and steg to assure you that

Mr. Perceval an ds (particularly

Lord Mulgrave) i you the strongest

sentiments of respe ess, and that their

cordial wish is to iran ‘angements in such

a manner with the Opposition that they may have

the benefit of your assistance in the Government,

if you should be disposed to take a part with the

new administration which it is proposed to form

from the friends of Perceval and Lords Grey and

Grenville. Your absence is most unfortunate, but

they are not to blame for it; and therefore it

appears to me that it is impossible for persons to

aft more honourably than they have done, and are

disposed to do, in whatever concerns your interests.

You will, of course, receive very full statements
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from Canning. It is my duty, however, to state

to you what I hear on the other side of the question.

IT have no desire to say anything disrespectful

of Mr. Canning, but it would be very improper

in me to conceal from you anything that may

tend to assist your Lordship’s judgment in this

delicate and interesting crisis.

T hear from Lord Castlereagh’s friends that there

has been a great deal of treachery in Canning’s

conduct ; indeed, one of his confidential friends

told me this day that he had even been negotiat-

ing with Lord Sid t Lord Castlereagh,

however, had any ais treachery, and

that they would’ y given to the

public in a way nevitably destroy

Canning’s charact fider it impossible

for anv person to ac ym again in a public

situation, All thi ggerated, but I

only mention it t hat the question

which you are now jecide is perhaps

the most important your interests are

concerned, that has-¢ Y presented to you.

TI hope you will write fully to me by the first

opportunity after you may receive this letter,

and that you will state to me all that you wish

should be done by me. Pole has taken his line,

and adheres to the present Government (f mean

Perceval and his friends), but if his existence had

depended upon your being in office, it would have

been impossible for him to have manifested more

affection for you, and more zcal for your honoftir

and interests than he has done. He will write

to you. His conduct to Perceval and his party



252 THE WELLESLEY PAPERS [1809

will entitle him to anything he May choose to

have. In writing to you, therefore, he can Rave

no other motive than your fame and prosperity.

Henry,* I believe, is with Canning. He was to

have gone to Lisbon in the room of Mr. Villiers,

who has resigned.

* T am doubtful about this. I have not seen

Henry [Wellesley]. Canning has courted him.

B. SYDENHAM to THE MARQUES WELLESLEY

Since I wrote

matters have tak

regard to the for

[ have already stated

in writing to Perce

serving under Pers.

and his consequent. of filling the office

of First Lord of th and Chancellor of

the Exchequer’ ¥ yposition Perceval

refused his assent, but also stated in writing his
readiness to put Lord Wellesley at the head of the

Government. To this, however, Canning also

objected, and has since resigned, taking with him

1 Add. MSS. 37295 f. 112.

2 Canning’s words in his letters to Perceval are “ that in

the event of the Duke of Portland’s resignation there must be

a Minister ; that Minister must be 1 the House of Commons.

It cannot be disguised that if our party remain in, that

Minister must be you or me; and I will fairly own that I

never can submit to your filling the office of Prime Minister,

and I have too high an opinion of you to suppose that you

would submit to my being in that situation,” This is the

substance.—Sydenham’s note.

lecided turn with
new Government.

t Canning declared

irapossibility of his

couse of Commons,
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Charles Long, Huskisson,? and Sturges-Bourne3

There is a suspicion also that he has got the

Scotchmen, and indeed he feels himself so confi-

dent tha: he has declared he can form a new

Government if the King should wish it.

Under this state of circumstances the remaining

Ministers have sent Perceval to the King, who has

carried to His Majesty a paper to the following

effect.

They have stated to His Majesty that, consider-

ing the desertion of Lord Castlereagh (who is just

as indignant with ..4 ovyernment as with

Canning) of Cann: setec., they do not

think that they 2 rm a permanent

administration wit s for strength in

other quarters ; that efore propose it to

Hie Majesty, if he e inclined to wish

them to continue ix inistration, instead

of resorting to Mr. : they understood

to be ready to undé rovernment alone,

to have His Majesty ion to propose it to

1 Charles Long (1761-1834), entered Parliament in 1789.

He was Joint Secretary to the Treasury, 17g1-180x, and in
180.4 was appointed by his friend’s patron, Pitt, as Lord of the

Treasury. In 1806 he became Chief Secretary for Ireland.

From 13120 to 1826 he was Paymaster-General, and on his

retirement was created Baron Farnborough.
2 William Huskisson (1770-1830), entered Parliament in

1796, and was Secretary to the Treasury, 1804-1805 and
1807-1809. He was President of the Board of Trade under

Liverpool, 1823-1827, and Colonial Secretary, and Leader of
the House of Commons, 1827-1828.

3 William Sturges-Bourne (1769-1845), was in Parliamept
from 1-795 until 1831. He was a Lord of the Treasury, 18097-
1809. He was Home Secretary under Canning from April
to July 1827.
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Lord Grey and Lord Grenville to take a part in

the Government, the basis of the treaty te be

that each party shall have a moiety of the offices ;

that if this offer should be accepted, they hope to

be enabled to form a very strong Government ; if

it should not, they are determined, with His

Majesty’s approbation, to carry on the Government

alone, or with such strength as they can acquire.

That they are of opinion that they cannot carry

on the Government with the assistance of their

own friends, and must therefore look for strength

in other quarters, but ihat they understand that

Mr. Canning is reac he Government

with the assistance 1s. That under

these circumstances st His Majesty

to send for Mr. Can “wishes to put the

Government in his hz + that if he desires

to give the preferen they beg that he

will send for Lords Grey, and form,

with the assistance blemen and their

friends, a new Governmentofwhic

shall be at the disposal of Mr. Perceval and his

friends, and the remainder to be divided among

Lord Grenville’s and Lord Grey’s party.

Mr. Perceval is now with the King at Windsor

engaged in this business.

It was the anxious wish of Mr. Perceval to have

offered to your Lordship, or rather to have kept

open for your acceptance, the Foreign Department

1 The present Government, one and all, think it would

be’of the greatest importance to them to have Lord Wellesley

in their Cabinet ; and if they were certain that he was with

them would unquestionably offer him either the Foreign or
War Department. As it has not been possible for anybody
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There is some reason to bclicve that Canning

has been at work to strengthen himself, but I

should not think that anything that he can do

will induce them to yield to his pretensions.

As far as I recollect, you assured him that if he

resigned because the Government was not strength-

ened you would suppert him; and also that you

tion to accept a Cabinet office under

e Minister.

sat you always thought his principles

pwtaing the necessity of the Prime Minister

being in the House;«; sons to be absurd and

incorrect, and th not think that he

was the fittest i { the head of the

Government. But) yt never could have

contemplatcd the p , or imagined that

yau could be calle ‘@ support him in

Opposition, becau: at be made Prime

Mimster. I have at if you should

accept any office, k, from conversa-

tion which I have 3, that it would be

the Foreign Office.

I conclude that at all events you will come away

from Spain as soon as you can. The people here

are becume indifferent to that country, and the

to pledge Lord Wellesley upon the subject, they have felt
great difficalty in keeping open the Forciyn or War Department

for hin. They feel that they cannot appoint him to either,

because they are not certain that he will accept. Were a

proposal to Lord Grey and Lord Grenville to be rejected and

an adininistration to be arranged from Perceval’s party, the

first step in the arrangement would be to nominate Lord.

Wellesley to one of these offices aid to send him notice thereof.

The King's fee lings towards Lord Wellesley are very favour-
able ; of tlis there is not any doubt.—Sydenham's note.



256 THE WELLESLEY PAPERS [1809

sudden change in our domestio situation will

naturally absorb every portion of the public

attention, and render the people still more callous

than they are naturally disposed to be on every-

thing connected with the state of foreign affairs,

and especially of Spain.

B. SYDENHAM to THE MarQuess Werrreray

Admiralty : Septe

Some extraordinary circumstances .

since my letter of the roth. Lord Castlereagur

has called out Canni 2

exchanging two

in the thigh which,

ent, is likely iv

shots Canning rece

though not danger

confine him for a mé¢

Canning’s resignati

he is to give up the

proposition whict

my letter of the r to treating with

Lords Grey and Gre#i¥ ¥ds submitted to the

King, who desired time to consider tt,
It appears that about 18th July you wrote a

letter to Canning in which you advert to the

probability of his resigning. In this you say

that the circumstance of the probability of his

resignation comes before you in such a shape

1 Add. MSS. 37295 f. 120.

® This duel was the outcome of the dissensions in the

Cabinet. Castlereagh was of opinion that Canning had been
guilty of duplicity in not stating that he had told Portland
hat he would not continue to serve with Castlereagh. Asa
matter of fact, Canning had desired Portland at once to
inform Castlereagh,

3 See The Windham Papers, ii. 356-365.

seen accepted, and

Wednesday. ine

cated to you in
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as to render if necessary to consider your own

sttuation seriously with reference to that event,

which you have not done before. You must

therefore positively know whether he intends to

resign or net ; that you trust in God he will not ;

that if Canning resigns he knows you have post-

tively determined not to be in the Cabinet, as you

do not think the Government could carry on affairs

without him; that it will therefore be necessary

for you to know whether Canning is or is not to

resign, and if he is to resign, you must know who

is to be his successor, laskeemebody should be ap-

pointed whe migh structions opposite

to those which yot ; that in case of

his resignation yor ® your letters of

vecall, and that, 5! sign during your

absence, you must ut Hberty to return

home, and have } i. You conclude

by giving him pe sow that letter to

the Cabinet. 7h: nd they of course

never knew that y zt under such an

engagement.

T should tell you that Canning applied to Henry

[Wellesley] to be his friend. This Henry declined,

not only on account of Castlereagh’s general

civility to him, but also on account of his recent

kindliness towards [Sir] Arthur [Wellesley]. He

offered, however, to be of any use to Canning short

of going out as his friend against Castlereagh,

and accordingly brought up Charles Ellis," who

‘Charles Rese Ellis (1771-1845), Member of Parliament,

and “ the acknowledged head of what was known as the West

Indian interest.” Hewas raised to the peerage as Baron

Seaford in 1826.

I $
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was Canning’s second. After the duel Canning

sent this letter to Pole, who has communicated

to me the substance as above as far as he can

recollect it. The communication to Pole must

have been made in order that the present Govern;

ment might suppose that you were engaged to

Canning ; for, at the same time, without com-

municating to them at all on the subject, he has sent

you letters of recall which they only discovered

through another channel. This circumstance has

thrown them into the greatest embarrassment ;

they know not how, 2 you privately, and
officially no persey -o you excepting

Canning, who still is’ Lord Liverpool

went to Canning’s aw the letter allow-

ing you to return, camediately desired

Bagot’ to go to Can insist in the nartte

of the Cabinet tha be accompanied by

an expression of if sh of the Cabinet

that you should re iri until the public

service would permit 3 so without danger

or inconvenience. Bagot supposes Canning will

not consent to this; the letter, however, is to go

to-night, and I can only therefore say as much as

I have done, not being able to guess what may be

the effect of this mterposition. In the meanwhilé

Perceval has written the enclosed letter to Pole,

who has given it to me for you, as he still feels

* Sir Charles Bagot (1781-1543) entered the House of

‘fommons in 1807, in which year he became Parliamentary

Under Secretary for Foreign Attairs. He was Ambassador

to Spain, 1814, to the United States, 1815, to St. Petersburg,

1820, and to the Hague, 1824. He was appointed Governor-
General of Canada, 1841.
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a great delicacy in doing anything which may

have the appearance of interposing in your

affairs. He sent to Bathurst, who had left town.

The effect cf Canning’s letter has been to incline

Bathurst and Mulgrave, whe had both written

to you fully, to withdraw their letters under a

feeling that you are pledged to Canning, and that

it would be indelicate in them to write to you

under such circumstances. But that Jetter referred

evidently to Canning's resignation on the ground

of their refusing to st hen the Government,

I am convinced ya utemplated the pre-

sent case, which r grounds entirely,

Canning resigns bé vul not make him

First Minister, not | refused to make the

arrangement in whic ed to support him.

Timat arrangement ¥ ally completed, and

then Canning resig » have sald: “I

have no objectio er you as First

Minister, 1 they elect you,” but

I never recollect ye ing to support him

in an attempt to force himself upon them and the
King as First Minister.

This is a most strange state of affairs, and will

require your scrious attention. In the meanwhile

thé Government is at a stand, until the King has

signified his pleasure with regard to the proposed

negotiation with the Opposition. There is still

the same disposition of kindness towards you.

But this letter of Canning’s has embarrassed them

and although I have stated my interpretation

of it to Pole, it was impossible for me to interfere

in a case of such nice delicacy, and in which only

the principals can be relied upon. I have there-

(pee
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fore kept clear from all parties, but I am most

anxious to receive full instructions from you, after

you may have received Canning’s and my letters.

There seems to be a great doubt whether the

Scotchmen are with Canning. Robert Dundas’

is come to town and he says that he shall not take

part in any Government unless it is formed upon

an extended principle ; and whether it is so formed

by Canning, or by Perceval, he shall, either in or

out of office, support the King. 1 write this in the

greatest haste, as the despatch is now going off.’

erceval held the

“xchequer, Ryder?

4 Liverpool became

- and the Colonies,

, and Eldon Lord

ect the office of Sec-

irs, Bathurst holding

ly could be received.

In the new a

office of Chancel

went to the Hore

Secretary of State

Camden being Lor

Chancellor. Welle

retary of State for }

the post until Well

LorD MULGRAVE‘ to THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY

Admiralty : October 5, 1809

Though [ know you will be overwhelmed with

‘Robert Saunders Dundas (1771-1851), the son of Henry

Dundas, first Viscount Melville, entered Parliament in 1794.

He was President of the Board of Control, 1807, and again

in 1828, and First Lord of the Admiralty, 1812-1827, and

1828-1830. He succ. ed. das (second) Viscount Melville in 1811.
2 Add. MSS. 37295 f. 118.

® Richard Ryder (1760-1832), a vounger brother of Dudley

Ryder, Earl of Harrowby.

4 Sir Henry Phipps, third Baron Mulgrave (1755-1831),

First Lord of the Admiralty, 1807-1810, He was created

Earl of Mulgrave, 1812."
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letters I cannoi let Sydenham go without saying

a feW words to you. I suffer an incalculable loss

by the removal of Pole to the administration of

the Bally-Bog-Tyn-Mary-bog-borough kingdom. *

¥ know not how that loss can be in any way com-

pensated but by having the double advantage

of your powers and vou. J am in the Cabinet.

T hope there may be no obstacle ; I do not trouble

you with any part of a long story, of which you

will have the whole written. J think Pole will be

a la hauteur de sa famille in administering Ireland.

We shall both enjoy dis seis brothers, whether

we partake it as 2

SPENCER PERCEVAL

Private

SQUESS WELLESLEY

Downing Street

October 5, 1809

tainty in which

‘termination may

In the absolute

T await what your.

be upon the very : samstances which

have taken place am the administration

since your Lordship leit England, I have thought

that it would be the most satisfactory mode of

communicating with your Lordship to send a

persen whom I know to have your Lordship’s

confidence, and who, from having been on the spot

and having had the means of learning the facts

of these transactions, may at once put your

Lordship in possession of my feclings and those of

your other friends who remain in office, with

regard to your Lordship, and also furnish you with

Wellesley-Pole was Chief Secretary for Ireland from 1809
till 18r2.

2 Add. M&S. 37309 f. 299.
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the best account of the facts on which your Lord-

ship's judgment will have to be formed.

Mr. Sydenham, therefore, who will be the bearer

of this letter, will inform your Lordship that if

it had not been for some reasons which induced

me to apprehend that you might feel some slight

objection to accepting an office in the Cabinet

in an administration which His Majesty has, upon

the Duke of Portland retiring and upon the

resignation of Lord Castlereagh and Mr. Canning,

entrusted me to form, r1culd, without further

ceremony, have fo "iy inclination, and

at the same tim my duty to His

Majesty and to the is service, by offer-

ing to your Lords? vhich Mr. Canning

so unhappily has det o relinquish. What

the reasons are, Mr ani will be able fo

explain to your | » will also explain

the temporary ar vhich I have His

Majesty’s authori with the view to

affording your Lordship portunity of coming

into the office as Secretary of State for Foreign

Affairs, if your Lordship would, fortunately for

us and for the country, be disposed to accept

that important office. Lord Bathurst has afreed

to accept it ad interim, with the view of relinquish-

ing it upon your Lordship’s arrival.

With regard to the circumstance which has led

to Mr. Canning’s retiring upon the Duke of Port-

land’s resignation, undoubtedly it is connected

with my situation particularly. With a view tc

your Lordship’s being as fully in possession of the

facts which have led to it as possible, I have
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furnished Mr. Sydenham with a copy of such part

of the correspondence which has passed between

the Duke of Portland, Mr. Canning, and myself

upon that subject as I am in possession of, and

also a copy of the correspondence between Lords

Grey and Grenville and myself, in which you will

perceive that Lord Grenville especially puts his

objection upon the ground of the principles of

our Government, which can have no other inter-

pretation than by refere mee to that question

concerning the Rome olics, from which

we had hoped ¢ ordship his best

retreat by giving rtunity of forming

a united administ urselves.

T hope all these if, with Mr. Syden-

ham’s assistance, en : Lordship to take a

correct view of the xd of the question

which has separa Canning. ?

THE MARQUESS y to THE Hon.

WILLIAM “i ¥-POLE

Private and confidential Seville

October 8, 1809

T have received your kind note of the 18th

Séptember, with Sydenhami’s notes, written under

your directions, and Mr. Perceval’s letter of the

20th September addressed to you.

The enclosed papers will give you a complete

view of my situation, principles, and intentions,

as far as they relate to the actual crisis of affairs

in England. [cannot imagine by what perversion

of idea I have been drawn into a connection with

1 Add. MSS. 372096 f. 135.
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proceedings wholly unauthorised by me in every

stage of their course, and in most points direttly

adverse to my interests and honour. It is not

difficult to perceive the distinction between a

disposition to serve with a Minister and an engage-

ment to act under him either in or out of office,

for the purpose of forcing him into any particular

station against the wishes of his colleagues, of his

party, of his Sovereign, and even against the

opinions of all in my own favour. This, indeed,

would be a fantastic,.example of self-devotion

to the personal xt ‘nother without any

benefit to the pt r perhaps to the

real interests of t party. The papers

enclosed seem to ng for me to add,

excepting the expre ry sincere gratitude

towards Mr. Perce’ Ler, friends of his’

and mine, for the v > and disinterested

testimony which t¢ rded of their con-

fidence and good he recollection of

their conduct will a matter of satis-

faction and honourable pride to me, far more
valuable than the highest distinction of rank

or the most extensive attainment of power ; and

I shall derive great encouragement in every branth

of public duty, as well as solid happiness in

private life, from the knowledge of their senti-

ments, expressed in such a crisis, at such a dis-

tance from all communication with me, and under

such strange circumstances ofsambiguity and

mystery with regard to my engagements, senti-

ments, and intentions. J anxiously desire that

you will communicate these feelings to Mr. Perceval
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in the most respectful manner, with the assur-

ance of the sincere esteem which I entertain for

his character and talent.

I am persuaded that Canning himself has no

idea of my being subject to any pledge which

can involve me in his present pursuit ; and although

some points in his personal conduct with reference

to my pretensions seem to require further light,

I cannot persuade myself that he has ever intended

to injure me or the public service. I sincerely

wish to see him ag with his friends, and

acting in a capactt: > himself, to them,

and to the King. public service are

very considerable, rz always regarded

him with great pers t and affection.
Tam very anxk e King should be

correctly informed ntimenta, conduct,
and views, and for. { wish you would

convey to His Mz Wledge such of the

enclosed papers as m Ary .

Mr. Perceval will icarti my situation and inten-

tions with regard to my continuance in Spain by

my despatches. I hope to be able to return to

England very soon, according to my original

plah, but I must do Canning the justice to observe

that the leave of absence which he has sent me

is conditional, subject to the same considerations

which Mr. Perceval has suggested. Even without

any suggestion or condition, I never would have

quitted my post with evident danger to the public

service. |

1 Add. MSS. 37295 f. 137.
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THE Hon. HENRY WELLESLEY fo THE MARQUESS

WELLESLEY

Private September 27, 1809

The letters you will have received from Syden-

ham and others will have put you in possessiow

of the very singular state of politics in this

country. You will probably have heard of its

having been Canning’s intention that I should

succeed John Villiers’ at Lisbon; indeed he had

actually proposed me to the King for that appoint-

ment, who had approvedern inati

had come to tov

parations for m\

Canning had subm

resign.

I was partly apy

not to continue in

resignation, and h

be a great awkwar

mission to Lisbon moment when you

perhaps might be x “from Spain in con-

sequence of the change in the Foreign Department,

I was of opinion that I could net with propriety

accept an appointment from’ a man who had

actually sent in his resignation, and who, in all

probability, would oppose the measures of the

person whose instructions it would be my duty

to obey. I also felt that it would not be fair to

saddle me upon Canning’s successor, who would

probably have a friend of his own he might wish

1 The Hon. John Charles Villiers (1757-1838), Ambassador

to Portugal, 1808-1810. He succeeded his brother as (third)

Earl of Clarendon in 1824.

yoen I learnt that

King his desire to

your determination
event of Canning’s

_that there would

proceeding upon a
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to employ. Upon hearing, therefore, that Can-
ning had sent in his resignation, I desired that my

appointment might not take place. The letter,

of which I enclose a copy, and which Canning put

einto my hands the night before his duel with
Castlereagh, convinced me that I had judged
rightly. The situation of Minister at Lisbon

at this period cannot, like other diplomatic

appointments, be considered as wholly uncon-

nected with politics at home, and I should have

felt great concern if [bad taken a line directly

the reverse of what bear by the enclosed

letter to be you der the circum-

stances which he sccurred. J have,

however, desired 1 He may be inferred

with respect to your, sentiments from my

declining the appoi «@ Lisbon, and have

distinctly stated t¢ ud to my personal

friends on the ci beg to be con-

sidered as belong rty whatever, and

that I am determined’ t"await your arrival

in England, being at present cntirely ignorant

of the line you may think fit to take.

I have adopted this course from the dread of

the family being split into parties, which indeed

has already happened in the cases of Pole and

Charles Bagot, one of whom continues at the

Admiralty with Mulgrave, while the other retires

with Canning. It is difficult to conceive the

violence which prevails on each side of the question,

greater than I ever before remember. Perceval,

I think, will not be able to form an administration

without taking in the Grenvilles and Foxites; it
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is said, indeed, that Lord Grenville and Lord Grey

have been sent to If they came in, I fear
there is an end of Pitt’s friends, for the division

of offices and of power will be the partage du lion.

I believe the accounts which have hitherto been.

sent to you are all on one side of the question, and

as I wish to put you in possession of the argu-

ments on both sides, I enclose a copy of a letter

from Huskisson to Robert Dundas, which is

admitted by Canning to be the best statement

of all that has oceurre

I suppose Cannin

consequence of t

he has submitted

recalled, assuring ¢

he might be satistied

of it to the prejudice

ised you that, in

u Jeft with him,

your desire to be

he same time that

id not avail yourself

wble service. ?

gn Office in the

Perceval administr remained in Spain

only until] the arrivalSOISHS brother Henry, who

was appointed to sticceed him as Ambassador-

Extraordinary.

Wellesley accep

GEORGE CANNING to THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY

Private and confidential Claremont

October 28, 1809

IT have to acknowledge your letters of the 7th

inst.

I am deeply sensible of all the kindness which
you express towards me, but I cannot find words

1 Add. MSS. 37205 f. 131.
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to express the astonishment which has been

created in. my mind by the view which appears

‘to have been presented to you of the late trans-

actions so far as regards yourself.

As you do not mention the particulars of what

nas been veported to you, I am at a loss to under-

stand it precisely. But I collect your impression

to be that your pretensions to the situation of

First Minister were put forward by Perceval,

recognised by the rest of the Cabinet, sanctioned

by the King, and rejected by me alone.

credit to such a

moment to consid. y. What possible

power of rejection « that should defeat

a proposition so supp d su approved ?

Ui the Cabinet i the King, and the

King had approve t i

Minister, in God’

1 had paused a

ire you not so?

, as It appears to

have been represented'¥o"y¥ou, the sole impedi-

ment to this nomination, that impediment was

removed by my resignation,

It cannot have been imagined that my resigna-

tion would prevent your accepting office at all

because an offer has been madc to you of the office

which [ resigned. And how can it have been

supposed that my resignation should operate to

cover your pretensions, either in the King’s

estimation or in your own ?

I gave in my resignation through the Duke of

Portland, on Wednesday the 6th of September,

in consequence of the information which I received
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from his Grace on that day of the new and unex-

pected difficulties which would attend the execu-

tion of the promised change in the War Depart-

ment: difficulties of such a nature as determined

me not to claim that execution, but determined

me at the same time to execute the alternative

which I had always resolved upon executing in

such a case—-that of my own retirement.

From that day forth I continued to discharge

the duties of my office only till my successor should

be named. I never f moment either retracted

or qualified my res :

The letter of

sent you a copy}

then brought forv

for the purpose wf

to lay before the

nber (of which I

iginal proposition

It was written

© Duke of Portland

» opinions which in

the former week } extorted from me

in confidence, wi d intended to go

beyond himself; ¥ solicitation I gave

him permission to ate (for a specified

object) to three persons whom. he named—-Lord
Harrowby, Lord Liverpool, and his brother Lord

Arden; and which he had afterwards, certainly

against my intention, but I doubt not with the

best intentions on his part, communicated gener-

ally to our colleagues.

But my resignation was totally independent of

these opinions, and would have taken place

equally on the ground on which it did take place,

if Perceval and I had never exchanged a word on

the subject of the succession to the Duke of Port-

land.
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As to the epinions themselves, I am little

anxious about them. I think them true. They

tnay be false or exaggerated. But if they are so,

why has the Cabinet acted upon them ?

Perceval is First Lord of the Treasury. Why is

this so? and why is it proposed to you to be only

a Secretary of State? If I alone contended for

the expediency of a First Minister in the House

of Commons, and if Perceval, and the rest of the

Cabinet, with the sanction of the King, were for

making you First Lorc the Treasury, surely

when I was once ct this arrangement

ition as that which

have rejected was

belief, seriously in

upon me to say that

and by different

thers, as one of

ever, to my know

‘agitation. I will no

your name was ne.

persons, among hi

the natural candid “uke of Portland’s

office. Undoubtedly’ tiist have been so, un-

doubtedly it was so-—but never, to my knowledge

or belief, by any authority. Undoubtedly, too,

Perceval said to me more than once that he wished

IT would propose somebody or anybody for that

office, and expressed a hope that, with some

explanation as to his own relative situation to that

person, whoever he mght be, he should be able to

goon. But that I had anything like the assurance,

which you seem te suppose, of the general consent

of our colleagues to your nomination, or still moré

of the sanction of the King, I utterly deny. I will

add that I entirely disbelieve such a proposal
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coming from me would have beey so sanctioned.

I may be wrong in this impression; I hope I

am so. But if so, the proof of the sincerity of

those who have told you what they would have

advised, or to what they would have agreed, is

easy to be had. Have they advised it? Has

the King called upon you to undertake the

Government ?

If no such offer has been made, if all that you

have been called upon to undertake is my vacant

office under Perceva : Minister, I claim of

your fairness and « ship that you shall

not believe, but s would do in your

case, as an unwort! EQ set us at variance

with each other, +i on that it is to any

indisposition of mine xu are to attribute

your not being cal ead of the Govern-

ment.

But I do not ste

part, an irrefragah

disposition towards You:

If the King calls upon you to undertake the

Government, and if you do undertake it, and if,

having undertaken it, you are desirous of asking

my assistance, I am ready to listen to any propesal

which you may think fit to make to me, and to

discuss it fairly with you. Do not misunderstand

me. I do not wish to return to office, but I will

Prove to you that I am not the bar to your

supremacy in the Government if it is otherwise

(which, however, I do not believe) within your
reach. And upon this issue I am ready to leave

the question.

i give you, on my

{ my sincere good



1809] THE RESIGNATIONS 273

This is what is most material in your letters.

There are many, many other points upon which

You appear to have been misinformed, but there

is only one upon which I think it worth while

at present to trouble you with any observation.

You imagine that Lord Castlercagh’s resignation

preceded mine. Nosuch thing. It followed mine,

it grew out of mine, and but for mine I am intim-

ately and confidently persuaded it never would

have taken place at all.

I gave in mine, as

Duke of Portland,

told you, through the

acay, the 6th Sep-

ed attending the

hands, and could

sx upon any new

n-attendance at the

and) an enquiry

which led to the

nation as being m

not therefore pr

‘questions in Counc

Cabinet produce

on the part of L

disclosure to him 5 camden of all that

Lord Camden oug > told him months

before. And in consequence of this communica-
tion Lord Castlereagh resigned.

P.S. Upon looking over your letters and the

encfosure in the second of them again, I see there

% one other point of great importance upon which

you have been so grossly deceived, that I ought

not to lose any time in undeceiving you, especially

as much of your reasoning is built upon the false

notion which you. have received of this point.

You seem to imagine that the Duke of Portland’s

resignaticn happening to take place when it did,

I on that occasion voluntarily gave up all thoughts

I T
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of the arrangement which had been in contempla-

tion, and claimed the Duke’s office for myself.

You remind me how often you pressed me to bé

prepared for the events of the Duke’s resignation,

and how essential it would have been to strengthen

the Government before it.

I do assure you, you cannot have been more

sensible to the importance of these objects than

I was. But it was for the very purpose of defeat-

ing them that the Duke of Portland’s resignation

was precipitated when | least expected it. Perceval,

on the 28th of Augyu time approaching

when I should cl on of the promise

respecting the Wat , began the corre-

spondence which ie ssion of my opinions
upon the arranger

whenever the Duk

Of that retirement

On the 2nd of Se

and should retire.

hen no question.

te to the Duke of

Portland, remindin the time was come

for writing to you. th Perceval, having

heard of my letter, wrote to the Duke urging him

to resign, for the avowed purpose of covering

Castlereagh’s retreat in a general arrangement ;

but with the further object, if one may judge ftom

the use which has been made of it, of being enabled

to attribute my resignation—which would obviously

be the immediate result of the Duke’s communi-

cations to me respecting the difficulties of the

promised arrangement—to the cause to which,

by the representations sent to you, I find you have

been led to attribute it.

I resigned, and I should have resigned if the
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Duke of Portland had continued in office, on

finding faith broken with me in respect of the War

Department.

By bringing on the Duke of Portland’s resigna-

tion contemporancously with his disclosure to

me of the manner in which I had been trifled with,

it was heped that they should so confound the

motives of my resignation as to deceive the world,

but I did not think they would have succeeded

to such an extent and with you.’

LORD MULGRAVE

October 30, 1809

y and affectionate

and 5th October

iments of gratitude

aw from Mr. Per-

summons of my

and that I shall,

THE MarQuess W

Private

I have received

letters of the 22n

with the most cor

and satisfaction.

ceval that I hav:

Sovereign and of

enter the King’s ce 3 a firm intention

of devoting my exertions 1 His Majesty’s cause.

I assure you that the consideration of acting with

you is very material to my confidence and comfort,

and I hope we may yet be able to effect much good.

Nothing can be more grateful to me than the

continuance of your good opinion and friendship,

if we were not acquainted before. The voyage on

which we are now embarked together will probably

afford some opportunities of mutual acquaintance.

I really feel for yeur loss in my brother William.

You will find it very difficult to replace him.?

1 Add. MSS. 37295 f. 147.

2 Add. MSS. 37295 f. 153.
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THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY fo Exrt BATHURST

Private Seville: October 30, 1809

In answer to your very kind letters of the 2and

September and 5th October, I am happy to be

able to state that I have accepted the seals of the

Foreign Office, and that I mean to return to

England early in the next week, expecting to-

morrow or next day to receive my brother Arthur

at Seville. It would be superfluous in this letter

to explain all the motives of my conduct ; you

will learn them from Pe ou choose to enquire ;

but as you alreag :

wished, and as I

must think it con:

honour and with

service.

I feel most dee

submitted to the

ament of holding I am as eager

to return as you ¢ scelve me. As for

abuse, I am so accisiomed to that diet that it

has now become necessary to my constitution.’

: my interests and

rity of the public

kindness in having

: and embarrass-

THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY fo THE Hon. HENRY

WELLESLEY

Private Seville: October 30, 1809

I have received your kind letter of the 22nd of

September, and Sydenham’s arrival here on the

a7th of October has made me fully acquainted

with every circumstance relating to your conduct

in the late difficult and extraordinary crisis.

You have behaved with the greatest judgment,

1 Add. M&S. 37295 1. 157.
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honour, and affection towards me, and if it were

possible to augment my good opinion or love for
you, the expcrience of the last month would have

raised you to the highest point in my heart and

understanding. J shall say no more at present

than that I have accepted the Foreign Office, and

that I shell return to England carly in next week.

I advise you not to decide your own situation

(unless you should be particularly desirous of

going to Lisbon) until my arrival.

You muy rely on my using every effort to place

you in a situatio f<you and acceptable

to you.

Pole can tell yo

Is Canning insane,

to join Opposition 2

part of his condu

my pretensions.’

of my conduct.

ned from the first

wit understand any

ing his jealousy of

THE MARQUESS Y PENCER PERCEVAL

Private October 30, 1809

Mr. Sydenham arrive di at ‘this place on the 27th
inst. in the evening and delivered to me your

obliging letter of the 5th, together with the papers

to which it refers. I return you many thanks

tor your very kind attention in employing Mr.

Sydenham as the channel of communication on

this interesting and important occasion. The

papers, which he has fully explained to me by

reference to every tircumstance of the late extra-

ordinary events in England, combined with such

information as had already reached me, leave no

1 Add. Ms&. 37 95 f. 163.
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doubt in my mind with regard to 'the principles

both of public and private duty which should

govern my conduct in the present crisis and in

the actual situation of His Majesty’s service.

I therefore accept without hesitation the office

of Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs; and I

shallreturn to England with all practicable expedi-

tion for the purpose of discharging the duties of

that important station with the zeal and attention

which His Majesty may justly claim from a person

so deeply indebted t gracious favour, and

which he may exp

by His Majesty’s

y the kindness which

have manifested in

of a person whiom

ionately as Lord

‘he strongest proof

which could be atts s Majesty’s conde-

scending goodness, a Af the confidence and

goodwill of those with whom ] am to act in His

Majesty’s service.

You will probably have known from my brother

William that as carly as the 7th of this month

my sentiments upon the whole course of the recent

transactions in England were completely fixed,

and you may rest assured that I shall enter His

Majesty’s councils with a firm determination to

exert every effort within my power for the main-

tenance of His Majesty’s Government on the

basis which he has been pleased to approve,

and for the despatch ef the public business, and

indulgent consider:

you and my friends

the temporary app

T value so highh

Bathurst ; this arr
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the prosperity of the public interests, in the hands

to Which he has been pleased to commit them.

It will be peculiarly satisfactory to me to share

this trust with persons to many of whom I have

been closely united in friendship and affection for

the greater part of my life, and for all of whom

I entertain a high respect and esteem.

GEORGE CANNING fo THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY

Private and confidential Gloucester Lodge

November 4, 1809

te to you on the

yy of a letter which

same day, and of

<4 from him.

some Tight to ask of

igence was derived

tier to me of the

In confirmatio

28th October I sc

1 addressed to Pe:

the answer which |

Perhaps I shail nc

ath October ?

If, however, yout . Hf under obligation

not to mention you writy, or if it would be

painful to you to do so, I do not press for the

disclosure.

But I do most earnestly entreat and insist (with

the freedom and the right of friendship) that that

same authority shall never be received and acted

upon again in anything relating to yourself and

me-—without suspicion and without due notice and

enquiry.

I willonly adddhat to the list of names mentioned

in Perceval’s letter might be added those of [ord

Lonsdale, the Duke of Richmond, Lord Titchfield,

1 Add. MSS. 37295 f. 167.
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and even of Lord Grenville and Lord Grey, as

having been proposed either by him or by others,

exactly as much as yours; with exactly as much

concert on the part of the Cabinet, and exactly

as much approbation on the part of the King

—and with exactly the same right to each

of them that your informer led you to suppose

yourself to have, to say that J alone opposed and

defeated his appointment to the Premiership.

But, in truth, it is unnecessary for me to say any-

thing after Perceval’ , which I hope Will

set your mind at re subject.*

- KING, relative to

SLEY’S Garter

November 30, 1809

ints Your Majesty

| Lord Wellesley

SPENCER PERCEVA

THE Mareu

Mr. Perceval hum

that, previous to

ip this country, Mr. ught it advisable

in order to avoid 2 : misunderstanding

with the Duke of Richmond upon the subject of

the late Duke of Portland’s’? Ribbon, to prevail

upon Lord Bathurst to represent the exact state

of the law with regard to that Ribbon as connected

with the application which the Duke of Portland

had made to Your Majesty on behalf of Lord

Wellesley, and of Lord Wellesley’s anxiety upon

the subject of it. Mr. Perceval also ventured to

mention that after the subject had been so opened

to his Grace by Lord Bathurst, Mr. Perceval

wrote to him himself, and did not withhold from

1 Add. MSS. 37295 f. 177.

* The Duke of Portland died on October 29, 1809.
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him the knowlédge of the gracious manner in

which Your Majesty had spoken to Mr. Perceval

of his Grace upon the subject of this vacant

ribbon, but he stated that he thought it necessary

to take no steps with regard to it till Lord Wellesley

came home; and Mr. Perceval has the satisfac-

tion to acquaint Your Majesty that his Grace the

Duke of Richmond, in expressing his most grateful

sense of your Majesty’s kindness toward him, has

in the most handsome manner desired that Mr.

Perceval should understand that if it should be

found at all desi {he benefit of Your

Majesty’s servicé circumstances in

which Your Majests rent is now placed,

that Your Majesty e this opportunity

of giving that orde Wellesley, his Grace

‘would readily decl,, ny pretension to it

whatever. Mr. f .now found, since

Lord Welleslcy’s ‘lis Lordship does

feel extremely an: this subject. He

has introduced it to MirePerceval’s notice through

Mr. Arbuthnot,' to whom he has expressed his

feelings upon it in the strongest manner, thinking

that the interest with which the Duke of Portland

had represented his Lordship’s views upon this

stbject to Your Majesty gave him a great claim

upon Mr. Perceval to request Your Majesty to

1 Charles Arbuthnot (1767-1850), who in 1803 was Under
Secretary jor Foreign Affairs, was in the following year
appointed Ambassador-Extraordinary to Constantinople. He
returned to England in 1807, and two years later re-entered

Parliarment From 180g to 1823 he was one of the Joint-
Secretaries of the Treasury. In his later life he was the

confidentia. friend of the Duke of Wellington.



282 THE WELLESLEY PAPERS [x809

grant this mark of Your Majesty’s approbation

and favour to him. Mr. Perceval has since seen

Lord Wellesley, has explained to his Lordship

what the Duke of Richmorid’s wishes were upon

the point, and he added as his own private opinjon

that he thought his Lordship would judge better

for himself if he omitted to press this object at

this time ; that it would be open to unfavourable

interpretation, as connected with his accepting

his present office, but that if he continued really

to wish it, Mr. Pere vould certainly sttbmit

his wishes to ¥ swith his humble

recommendation | tould be complied

with. His Lords iat as It was so well

known by Lord G ind others what his

pretensions were 1 s favour, and as the

fact was that he h gnified his intention

to accept office b -the Duke of Port-

land’s death had ¥ sancy, it would not

be possible that his ould with any degree

of justice be open iterpretation, and he

therefore did express his wish very strongly that

Mr. Perceval should humbly present his anxious

desire to Your Majesty upon this subject.

Mr. Perceval accordingly does submit to Your

Majesty that in his humble opinion it is, und&r

the circumstances of his Lordship’s strong anxiety

to obtain this honour, desirable that Your Majesty

should confer it upon his Lordship, if Your Majesty

should be graciously pleased go to do.’

1 Add. MSS. 37295 f. 181.
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THE Kinc to MR. PERCEVAL

Windsor Castle: December 1, 1809

Although the King acquiesced in Mr. Perceval’s

wish that the vacant Blue Ribbon should be

conferred on Lord Wellesley, His Majesty con-

siders that this previous suggestion to Lord Welles-

ley was perfectly well founded, and that it is to

be regretted that it did not reccive due attention.

At the present season of the year it would not be

possible to collect a sufficient number of Knights

of the Garter for the cexgapeny of investing Lord

Wellesley. nor cane material.!

HE KING

y Your Majesty’s

6 to Mr. Perceval’s

dship with Your

«in Mr. Perceval’s

sar Majesty should,

SPENCER F

Mr. Perceval 14

perusal Lord Welles

lettér acquaintin

Majesty’s graciou

humble recommen

be pleased to confe Duke of Portland’s

Garter woon Lord ¥ 2" Mr, Perceval trusts

that Your Majesty will ‘think that he would not
be doing justly by Lord Wellesley if he withheld

from Your Majesty the expressions of his Lord-

ship’s gratitude upon this occasion.’

THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY to SPENCER PERCEVAL

Private and confidential Apsley House

December 2, 1809

I have returned a separate answer on the

subject of the Garter. I must, however, add in

1 Add. MSS. 37295 f. 183.

2 Add. MSS. 39295 f. 185.
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this note my very warm thanks for the great

kindness and flattering attention which I have

received from you on this occasion.

With regard to the proposed delay, I wish to

submit entirely to His Majesty’s pleasure. It. is,

however, very desirable that the honour should

follow my Spanish Embassy as closely as possible.

Instances may be found of publishing the honour

in the Gazette before (and I believe even without)

formal investiture ; you will find those cases by

reference. But I loavg.the whole of that point
ion}

PENCER PERCEVAL

Apsley House

December 2, 1809

: of His Majesty’s

which he has been

pleased to signify -& * npon me the high

honour of the Ord Gsarter.? I request

you to assure His Majesty that my zeal for his

service required no incitement, and that my

gratitude for the long course of favours and good-

ness which I have experienced since I have had

the satisfaction to serve him could not be increased?

But the distinction which His Majesty has now

been pleased to grant to me is so peculiarly cal-

culated to mark to the world His Majesty’s appro-

bation (after full knowledge) of my endeavours to

t Add. MSS. 37295 f. 191.

2 Wellesley was not installed as a Knight of the Garter

until March xo, r8ro. He then retired from the Order of St.

Patrick.

Private

I am most dee

gracious favour 1
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serve him and. my country in many arduous

situations, that I cannot receive the. notification

oé the King’s pleasure on this occasion without

returning a most particular expression of my

humble thanks and most cordial satisfaction.

With respect to the particular moment of complet-
ing the ceremony necessary for the investiture,

I am toc sensible of His Majesty’s condescension

to feel any other inclination than that of awaiting

the King’s pleasure.

I request you to ace

ments for your ki

believe that no

be made to His

should be comrmi

justly entitled to tug

1 Added

ny sincere acknowledg-

‘his occasion, and to

e addition could

vour than that it

rough a person so

and esteem!

{. 189.
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BOOK V

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR

FOREIGN AFFAIRS

December 1809 to January 1812

CHAPTER [

General opinion of Wellesley : Creevey’s criticism :
Difficulties of his situation : Lord Holland’s tribute :
Wellesley’s Garter: British policy in the Peninsula :
Spanish mistrust: Reform essential to success:

Wellesley on Wellington’s achievements : Unsuc-
cessful attempt to rescue the King of Spain: Re-

inforcements needed in Portugal : The Near Eastern
question : “he defe z: The situation in
the Peninsula : Dp ge of Cadiz.

N Decemé © Wellesley kissed

hands as ! State for Foreign

Affairs. ‘fF his work in India

being as yet unary he was generally

regarded, at least €, as a man of little

importance, thoug of him as poorly

as Creevey, who, on 1810, wrote to Lord

Mitton: “ The Maretiess® is a great calamity

inflicted upon England, and I heard to-day that,
upon this last business with America, he has sent

a proposal to her, the alternative of which is war.

Here is the advantage of having the Conqueror

of the East for Foreign Secretary.” Wellesley

assumed office: when almost all Europe was under

the sway of Napoleon, and when England was
L 289 U
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apparently on the verge of a struggle with the

United States, owing to the favour shown by that

country to France. His difficulties were aggrav-

ated by the fact that the Government was weak,

that for the Prime Minister he had a supreme

disdain, and that he could expect little backing

from a Cabinet divided against itself,

THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY to THe Kine

Fo i December 17, 1809

The Marquess « s the honour to

submit to Your cial note received

this day from P smberg,’ requesting

passports for hir is suite, and also

desiring a flag of the return of the

Austrian messcn yed from Pari,

It is proposed, | fajesty’s gracious

approbation, to, gr

quests.

A private note from Prince Starkemberg is also

submitted to Your Majesty’s notice.

The Marquess Wellesley proposes to submit for

Your Majesty’s approbation some observations on

the late Treaty of Peace between Austria and

France,? to accompany the official answer to

Prince Starkemberg.*

1 Prince Ludwig Joseph Max Starkemberg, Austrian

Ambassador to the Court of St. James’s,

2 The Treaty of Schénbrunn (or Vienna) between France

and Austria was signed on October 15, 1809, by which Austria

ceded to France the Tyrol, Dalmatia, and other territory,

3 Add. MSS. 37291 f. 175.
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CHARLES ARBUTHNOT to THE MARQUESS

WELLESLEY

Rvivate Treasury Chambers

December 12, 1809

When I was last at Blackheath, I had a great

deal of convexsation with Mrs. Pole about William,

and it was impossible for me not to confess to her

that I could not in future treat him with the very

cordial afiection which I had formerly borne

towards him. As she had heard from you that

he had even spoken diszespectfully of his father,

she was not surpri that I had not been

spared ; but, an » attempt reclaim-

ing him, I being « 2© looks up more to

your Lordship thar er person, she made

me promis: that f eat you to send for

and-to lecture him es it the more in

consequence of a } ‘om his father, who

is expecting to fin improved, and of

whose disappointm: is the effects.

There was an Oppostien dinner on Sunday last

at Devonshire House, whcn you were highly

praised. The Prince [of Wales] spoke of you in

the highest. terms, and Lord Holland,’ who said

that he was not personally acquainted with you,

bore testimony to your statesmanlike abilities.

4 William Pole Wellesley (1788-1857), son of the Hon.
William Wellesley-Pole (who succeeded to the Irish earldom

of Morningten in 1842). In 1812 he married the heiress,

Miss Tylncy-Long, and assumed her name, He entered
Parliament i2 18142, afd in 1845 suceceded his father ae

(fourth) Earl of Mornington.

* Henry Richard Vassall Fox, third Baron Holland (1773-

18.40), nephew of Charles James Fox, who took an active part

in politics. Je was Lord Privy Seal, 1806-1807.
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I believe that on Friday I shall go to Huskisson’s

for a few days. I shall please him with all ‘that

you have said about him, and it would please

me greatly if I could report him as still belonging

to us.

I do not now intrude on your time well knowing

how unceasingly it must be occupied. I entered

Perceval’s room yesterday the moment that you

had left it. Had I found you, I could have given

you an account of my visit tothe Persian, which

appeared to be well ta and it was the Better

taken as I could am of Turkish and

Persian affairs.’

fy to THE KING

December 17, 1809

as the honour to

fy. Erskine, Your

ica, has expressed

Your Majesty at the

THE MARQUESS

Pore

The Marquess

acquaint Your Ma

Majesty's late Mix

his desire to be pr

next levée.

It has not been thought necessary to refuse him

the honour of being presented to Your Majesty in

the ordinary manner by Your Majesty’s Secretary

of State for Foreign Affairs ; but it has been fully

explained that although Mr. Erskine could not

completely be denied access to Your Majesty’s

1 Add, MSS. 37309 f. 3109.

* David Montagu Erskine (1776-1855), eldest son of

Thomas, first Baron Erskine, was appointed in 1806 Minister

Plenipotentiary to the United States. He returned to England

in r809, and was not again employed until 1824, when he was

given minor diplomatic posts in Germany. In 1823 he

Succeeded to his father’s title.
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presence, he is not to infer from that indulgence

any diminution of the disapprobation which has

been signified to him respecting various circum-

stances in his conduct in America, of which he

poposes to offer further explanation.

With this reserve Lord Wellesley hopes to meet

Your Majesty’s gracious approbation in presenting

Mr. Erskine to Your Majesty in the ordinary

manner on Wednesday next.’

MARQUESS WELLESLEY

December 20, 1809

‘last night till this

‘have written upon

ast night, but I will

SPENCER PERCEVAL /¢ Ek

Dovix

T did not recei

morning. I wouk

the subject of it to’

mention it at the fy

I can assure you

upon the subject «

that it should be

manner as may at satisfactory to
yourself and best mark the ing’s approbation of

your former services, and his satisfaction at

having the advantage of them again ; and nothing

shall be wanting on my part to endeavour to

agcomplish these objects. With this view, I

should have been glad, if possible, that it should

have been conferred upon you on the very first

day of your appearance at Court. As to the delay

which has taken place, your Lordship knows all

that has passed bétwecn the King and me upon

that point. That I have not pressed this subject

1 Add. MSS. 37291 f. 176.

2 See ante, p. 280.

no wish or feeling

‘hip’ s Garter,’ but

you in such a
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on the King in regard to the time at which this

honour should be conferred, has been owing solely

to my understanding from you that, however

much you wished its acccleration, yet you pre-

ferred waiting, to having it pressed against the

feelings and the wishes of the King I do hope

that I have been right in believing that my

forbearing to press it upon the King has been really

in conformity to your wishes, and that I have not

deceived myself upon that head. I will this day

infallibly mention it t King. I will state to

him the awkward: easant constructions

which you hear saries endeavour

to put upon the our Lordship shall

hear what the Kh g objections are, if

there are any; and ren urge it again, in

any manner that 4 if may wish, cif I

should not in my 1 to-day bring the

subject in your ' satisfactory con-

clusion.!

THe Hon. HENRY WELLESLEY fo THE MARQUESS

WELLESLIY

January 25, £810

The following are the points upon which

particular instructions to the Minister in Spain?

would appear to be necessary :

ist. With regard to our relations with the

Supreme Junta, which it is absolutely necessary

should be placed upon a different footing. For

1 Add. MSS. 372095 f. 203.

2 The state of Spain had not materially altered since

Wellesley was Ambassadow-I’xtraordinary.
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this purpose the Minister should take a higher

tone than has yet been assumed, and endeavour

tg obtain a preponcerating influence in the

Spanish Councils; but there is much reason to

apprehend that this never can be effected without

a radical change in the Government, and the

British Minister should use every effort im order

to effect this change. The existing Government

in Spain is so unpopular that it is probable the

Junta will ultimately be compelled to consent

to the appointment of 4 Reg vency, and as it is

probable that the st anions with regard

to the persons

composed will oc

be recoramended,

ences upon this

existing law with

excludes all brane

be strictly adhere :

and. The Brit ould cndeavour to

establish an intimate seonininnication with the

principal Members of the Cortes, and to urge the

immedi«te reform of all abuses in Spain ; he should

urge the expediency of proceeding immediately to

this reform as tending more than any other measure

to rouse the whole kingdom against the French.

He should make it his business to bring together

all persons who are known to be well affected to

the Spanish cause, and who from their high

birth, their influence, or their talents, are likely

to be serviccable to their country. We should

endeaveur to impress upon the minds of these

persons. as well as upon the Spanish Government,

v solence, it should
reconcile all differ-

subject, that the

co Regencies which

ral Family should
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the impossibility of any cordial co-operation with

Spain on the part of His Majesty until the 1m-

pressions of jealousy with respect to the designs

of His Majesty, which we know to have existed

in the Spanish Government, shall be entirely

removed. .

3rd. That His Majesty and his Government

have but one object, the deliverance of Spain from

the yoke of France, so that anything whtch his

Minister may have occasion to : suggest, either with

respect to their govern , their armies, or their

fleets, will be sole! ‘vantage of the cause

for which they and not for any

exclusive benefit ¥ derived by His

Majesty. It shoui tly urged that His

Majesty proposes to ) other advantage

from the complete : the war in Spain

than a perpetual st the tyrannical

and encroaching sy nch Government

--an alliance wh ing their relative

situations, would be attended with much more

important advantages to Spain than to England.

Adverting to the principles upon which His

Majesty has afforded such powerful assistance to

the Spanish cause, and to the spirit of the treaty

of alliance subsisting between the two nations,

His Majesty has a perfect right to insist upon the

immediate removal of the Spanish and French (sic)

fleets from the position which they now occupy

to a place of greater security. Rut great delicacy

is necessary in the management of this subject.

The fleet is now in a position where, if the French

were to succeed in crossing the Sierra and to
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advange upon Cadiz, they might easily destroy or

get possession of it ; but such is the unaccountable

jealousy entertained of our designs, that the

Government is unwilling to remove the fleet, be-

gause it will then be placed in a situation where it

might be possible for a British flcet to attack it.

The same jealousy prevails with respect to the

admission of a British garrison into Cadiz. These

are, therefore, points to be managed with the

utmost nicety, but nevertheless to be insisted upon

as Absolutely necessary to the maintenance of the

alliance.

Tf the Junta sli any inclination to

throw obstacles in ie assembly of the

Cortes, the Minist« in the most forcible

terms the urgent of their being im-

mediately assembie unta is become so

unpopular that < st points for the

celiberation of ti probably be the

fco-mation of a Reg - British Minister is

to urge the expedier mmediate adoption

of this measure with all the Members of the Cortes

over whom he may have acquired an influence, or

who may be disposed to confide in him. He 1s,

however, to be particularly careful not to do any-

thing which may excite the jealousy of the

Princess of Brazil, of the reigning family of Sicily,

or of any other of the members of the Royal

family who may possess an hereditary claim to

the crown of Spain.

No opportunity is to be lost of urging the

necessity of the immediate removal of the Spanish

fleet from its present position. This is to be urged
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to the uttermost point as essential to the main-

tenance of the treaty of alliance.

It will be desirable to consult Lord Wellington

with regard to the distribution of the arms which

are now going to Spain, and of those which may be

sent there from time to time. Jt should, however,

be observed as a principle that the arms are to be

distributed to the regular troops only, but every

effort is to be made to encourage the war of *parti-

sans and tokeepalive the spirit of animosity to the

French now prevailing.threughout the country.

The ultimate ; to the Spanish

cause rests princ improvement in

their Government, arm of abuses, and

upon the formatio rly well-appointed

and well-disciplined zu no means are to

be neglected to ¢ » the persons with

whom the Minist » to communicate

officially, or upon hers of the Corte«

with whom he m -d to establish aia

intercourse, the cs ‘tance of an early

attention to these subjects.

Another subject of equal, if not of greater,

importance is the state of our trade with Spanish

America, which is even upon a less advantageous

footing for England than it was previous to the

peace with Spain. The representations of indi-

viduals concerned in this trade, who have been

treated with grave injustice and oppression by the

agents of the Spanish Government, have been

entirely neglected. It is necessary that this trade

should be placed immediately upon a proper footing.’

1 Add. MSS. 37291 f. 200.
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In Vhe Hovtse of Lords Lord Liverpool had, on

January 26, 1810, moved, “‘ That the thanks of

this House be given to Viscount Wellington, the

officers end the army under his command, for

the skill and ability, the valour and bravery by

which they obtained a victory over the enemy

at Talavera.” This had been supported by Lord

Mourttjoy, and then opposed by Lord Grey, on

the grounds that it was open to grave doubt

whether Talavera was a victory at all. Wellesley,

replying to Grey s eloquent speech in

support of the vé “Tn a military

sense perhaps not uid be said of the

result of that bat the British troops

had succeeded in re attack of a French

army almost doubt, nbers, the efforts of

which had been rted against the

British troops,” Her portion of his

specch. ‘ But w kill, no bravery, no

perseverance displayed in the mode in which

that repulse was effected ? Did no glory redound

frpm it to the character of the British arms? Has

it not been acknowlcdged even by the enemy as

the severest which they have yet sustained? Now

as to the consequences. Were they really such

as to cisparage the meriis, and mar the splendour

of that day? I will boldly maintain that the

defeat of the cnemy at Talavera has essentially
contributed to the main objects of the campaign.

For, unless that blow had been struck against

cee)
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Victor, it would have been impossibfle to prevent

the enemy from overrunning the south of Spain,

or from making a fresh irruption into Portugal.

It saved the south of Spain from absolute des-

truction. It has afforded time to Portugal to

reorganise her army, and to strerigthen her

military ports. It also enabled Lord Wellington

to take a position where he might derive supplies

from Spain at the same time that he drew nearer

to his own magazines. e not all these achieve-

ments essential to the tssof the expedition ?

And what was th Until then, the

French armies had vigorously against

Spain and Portu ice the battle of

Talavera they have spelled to abandon

their offensive op i to resume the

defensive. I shal t to diminish the

disasters which 4 fell the Spanish

armies. Both my besthersanc [ had earnestly

advised the Spaniards to keep to their defensive
positions ; but, flushed with the victory of Tala-

vera, and with hopes too sanguine of further

successes, they advanced at all points, and the

result but too fatally justified the propriety of the

advice that had been given to them. But I will

not go into any critical disquisition of military

discretion. It is cnough for me to have shown

that in the prosecution and attainment of the

objects on which he was employed, Lord Welling-

ton made a judicious application of the means
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entrusted to his hands, and derived from them

‘every advantage to which they could be turned.

He arrested the progress of the French armies into

the south of Spain, and procured a breathing time

for Portugal to organise the forces, and improve all

her means ef defence. { will not take it upon me

to say that Portugal was placed in a state of

compkete security, but I may safely assert that

time has been gained for producing an essential

improvement in the condition of her army, so

that it will be cnad! etually to assist and

co-operate with roops. In _ fine,

Portu zal was plac degree of security

than at any period “had been menaced

by France. All th tages are fairly to

be ascribed to’ 1 «. courage, and the

activity which « ‘xertions of Lord

Wellington and hk upon the whole-I

do not hesitate to say “aay brother is as justly

entitled to every distinction which his Sovereign

has conferred upon him, and to every honour and

reward which it is in the power of the House to

bestow, as any noble Lord who for his personal

services had obtained the same distinctions, and

who sits here by descent from his illustrious

ancestors.”? In the end the motion was carried

nem. dis,

1 Parliamentary Debates, xv. 150.
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Lapy MornincTon fo THE MARQUESS WELBESLEY
e

‘Hampton Court Palace: January 28, 1810

I cannot refrain from writing a few lines to

express my extreme delight at your performance

on Friday In my opinion there never was

anything so perfect of the kind, and I have the

pleasure of being certain that by all parties this Is

the idea formed of it, I trust now that you will

go on, for J was much annoyed by your silence.’

nself of rescuing

iV. of Spain had

the French army

ountry, and his son

etdlinand, however,

om and imprisoned

in the Castle of V joseph, brother of

the conqueror, reign: terstead. The expedi-

' tion failed, but this was through no fault of
Cockburn, who had merely to land the agents at

some convenient spot, and await their return with

or without the King. As a matter of fact, the

agents were arrested soon after landing, and

Cockburn, apprised of this, sailed for England.

Ferdinand was not released from confinement at

Valengay until the Peace of 1873.

the King of Spat

abdicated the thre

crossed the frontier:

Ferdinand VII. suc

was taken prisons

1 The speech just quoted on Wellington and Talavera,

2 Add. MSS, 37315 f. ro.
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THe Marquess WELLESLEY Zo CAPTAIN GEORGE
CocKBURN

Secret. No. i Foreign Office

February 2, 1810

His Majesty having determined to make an

effort to rescue the person of King Ferdinand

VIL. cf Spain from the hands of the French, and

to restore that monarch to his subjects, I have

received His Majes x is to direct you to

proceed with the nave been placed

under your orders Commissioners of

the Admiralty to t§ execution of this

important service. _

After having rece

are to be employe

proceed to Quiber

upon the coast ‘ft -

advisable for landiu sons,

You will concert with them the means af

embarking them either in the event of the success

or of the failure of the plan.

In the event of the sife arrival of the King of

Spain on board your ship, you will act according

to the directions contained in my despatch No. 2

of this date ; and if the plan should unfortunately

fail, you will return to England with the ships

placed under your orders. !

} Add. MSS, 37291 £ 214.

ard the agents who

-occasion, you will

such other point
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THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY fo CAPTAIN GEORGH

CocKBURN?!

Secret, No.2 Foreign Offic

February 2, 1810

(x) Inthe event of the safe arrival of the King

of Spain on board your ship you will of course

receive His Majesty with royal honours and with

every mark of distinction and respect.

(2) You will inform His Majesty that in the

actual state of affairs in Spain it would appear most

advisable that he shoule pracee: ed to Portsmouth

in order to concer eitish Government.

The most advant hich can now be

taken for His Maj in England, the

time and manner um to his own

dominions, may be kk a more correct

knowledge of the 5 man’ than can be

obtained under the precarious cir-

cumstances of the ¢

(3) It cannot be. fiat His Majesty
will object to visiting”. fid in such a crisis.

If, however, he should manifest any reluctance

to your proposal (after having employed every

endeavour compatible with the duties of respect

and with the indulgence which you will naturally be

inclined to pay to His Majesty’s feelings and pre-

judices), you will proceed to Cadiz, where you will

communicate with the British Minister. You will

then land the King of Spain in such manner as may

be concerted between you and the British Minister

it

2 Upon the direction was written: ‘ Not to be opened by
any person but Captain Cockburn, nor communicated by him

to any other officer.”
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(4) Yeu will, however, understand that it is

very desirable to induce His Majesty to adopt the

eourse explained in the second paragraph of this

letter, and that you will render an important

service by prevailing on His Majesty to visit

England in the first instance.’

CAPTAIN GEORGE COCKBURN fo THE MARQUESS

WELLESLEY

Secret HM. S. Implacable, Quiberon Bay

: March 15, 1810

ordship must be

meme, I have deter-

rooner to England

your Lordship that I

vy gale from the

ych, and having the

acent shores and

taken all necessary . i safely landed the

Baron de Kolli and sbout eleven o’clock

on the night of the gth, without the least disturbance

or molestation, nearly on the spot which I pointed

out to your Lordship, in London, as that on which

I judged it most advisable to make our first

‘attempt. They were in high spirits at the facility

with which they thus gained their first point, and

seemcd very confident of further success,

(2) I arranged with the Baron de Koll,

previous to his Janding, a cypher which can only

be understood by himself and me, and I Have

reason to believe we shall find little or no difficulty

1 Add. MSS, ag2gt f. 217.

I x

(1) Supposing

extremely anxion

mined to send the #

with this despatch,

arrived here during

S.W. on the night «

next day reconr
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in holding such communication as may be founda

to be necessary for the furtherance of our future,

operations, as I happened to find here (on the

island of Houdt) a Baron de Ferict, who 1s a

General of the Vendéan Jnsurgents. He was in

England a little while ago imploring the asajistance

of our Government for his party, and has since

been employed here smuggling British manu-

factures and colonial produce into France. This

traffic has afforded him a facility of intercourse

with the adjacent coasts wt: ich I judged migist be

turned to the advaz ur present under-

taking.

(3) The Baron

having held a long «

Feriet, and having

which he produced t

from Mr. Barron o

writing I knew), a:

loyalty, and his enz ssent Government

of France, we deterr aploy him, for our

present purpose at least, in so much as making him

the instrument of our communication. Of course

we let him no further into our secret than assuring

him that the service we were employed on was

greatly for the advantage of the Royalist and

Vendéan cause, and that his insuring to us a mode

of communicating when necessary would very

much contribute to the ultimate success of our

enterprise. I promised to reward him handsomely

for whatever assistance he might afford us, and,

according to the zeal he now showed, to recom-

mend his (the Vendéan) cause to the notice and

fore, and myself,

ith this Baron de

several documents

gst, others a letter

alty, whose hand-

convinced of his
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consider ition ef my Government. He immediately

engaged to do everything I wished him, and

without even knowing who the Baron de Kelli

was, or whither he was going, he promised to give

him every possible assistance ; but he requested

to be landed on the coast of the Vendée in pre-

ference <o being put on shore here, on account of

his being proscribed for his late conduct, and most

of the gens d’armes in this neighbourhood having

his descr iption ; butin any part of La Vendée he
sala he should be in almosiperfect safety owing to

his numerous pa at for the same

reason he could eer proceed from

wherever he migh on that coast to

Nantes, where at a fase (the situation of

which he fully expla the Baron de Kolli)

he promised te wai ers as might be sent

to him, and to h arée in constant

readiness to be cos , or to bring him

to me should he to be lumself the
bearer 0° any letter “Hh.

(4) These arrangements being determined on,
{ immediately despatched the schooner to land the

Baron de Feriet on the coast of La Vendée, between

St. Gilles and Sable d’Olonne, which she effected

without creating the least alarm on the night of

the 13th, being prevented from doing it sooner

owing to the surf, which beats on all that coast

whenever the wind is to the westward. M. de Feriet

must, however, be at Nantes by this time, and

as the wind, is now to the eastward I shall be in

constant expectation of receiving some intimation

of the ccntinental proceedings of my friends. In
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the meantime, as I conceive it must be gratifying

to your Lordship to know that, so far as depended.

upon us, everything has been accomplished to out

most sanguine expectations, I have directed the

lieutenant of the Nonpareil to proceed with thig

despatch for your Lordship to the first port m

England which he can fetch, there to put it in the

post-office and to return to me immediately without

having any other communication with the shore,

or allowing other letters to be sent from his vessel.

I have also particulariy.aaipsissed on his mind the

necessity of his pre int being given of

where he has be station he is to

return.

(5) Should I rec

Continent which I

municate to your Li

one of the small ve

to England in a sit

~ (6) Should your t sh to send me any

further instructions, ' rraity will, of course,

furnish a small vessel for that purpose, and I shall

be always to be found in the neighbourhood of this

anchorage.*

sarmation from the

: necessary to com-

wil.again despatch

y orders therewith

to this,

Tur Hon. JoHN CHARLES VILLIERS fo THE

MARQUESS WELLESLEY

Private Lisbon : lebruary 10, 1810

Lord Wellington’s letters will have informed

you of the disposition whick he has thought

himself obliged to make of the reinforcements

which lately arrived in the defence ot Cadiz. It

1 Add. MSe, 37291 f, 253.
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will not escape your observation—though, obvious

-as it is, it would that of many Ministers—that this

measure leaves his army and the defence of

Portugal exactly where it would have been if such

reinforcements had never been sent.

I t ast that immediate measures will be taken

for filling up this chasm ; more time may perhaps

be safely given for supplying the sources from

whence it may be filled up. But I conceive that

in recruiting and increasing the strength of Lord

Wellington’s army no delay is safe.

With « British ar wefective men, and

as much made of i army and Militia

as they admit of, a s assembled with

which in this count sasonable hope of

defeating all the v: the enemy in the

Peninsula might be ¢ d,

But it is vain t¢

afford the adequat

A few more Brit “im the Portuguese

service, more arms and’ noney, and especially

greater despatch in sending out the clothing, would

perhaps make the difference between all which

has been afforded and spent being thrown away,

or most completely answering the ends proposed by

such great exertions. I say this for the sake of

calling vour attention to the subject, and in the

hopes of exciting such vigour as produced the

beneficial and glorious results of your own ad-

ministration in India. I have nothing worth

adding in this private letter.’

1 Add. MS. 37291 {. 220.

ects and not to

aining them.
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THE EARL OF ABERDEEN! to THe MAROUESS

WELLESLEY

Argyll House: February 1g [1810]

In consequence of the few words on the subject

of America with which I troubled your Lordship

on Tuesday evening, I have ventured to delay

until this time my answer to your Lordship’s

proposition respecting Constantinople ;- and even

now I must request of your goodness the per-

mission to state with frankness and candour the

general view which | entertain of this subject.

It appears to beeps ‘iat In a short time

the Turkish emp ‘mice a considcrable

change. The Rus yay either succeed

» capital, or, by the

ig Government may

shall’ renounce all

hiry, and adhere to

i cases the ordinary

functions of a Mi ie Porte would be

suspended, and thé tis between the two

countries entirely changed. Being persuaded of

the probability of the occurrence of these or some

other events which may prodtce a similar effect

(perhaps even before the arrival of a British.

Minister), I think, with the country in such a

disturbed and uncertain state, to go to Constan-

tinople with no other object in view or system of

proceeding contingent on such a situation would

intervention of Buc

be permitted to

communication wi

the continental s

+ George Hamilton Gordon, fourth Larl of Aberdeen (1784-

1860), Torcign Secretary, 1828-1830; Secretary for War,

1834-1835; again Loreign Seeretury, 1841-1846; Prime
Minister, 1852-1853.
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scarcelv be compatible with the duty 1 owe to

my family or to myself.

I knew not what may be your Lordship’s opinion

respecting the probability of thesc events, or of

the course necessary to be pursued should any

such take place. I will venture, however, in the

same spirt. of candour, to state distinctly the line

of conduct which I should not only be ready but

anxious to follow, and which appears to me to be

marked out by such a situation of affairs.

The dependence of European Greece, and

especially of the ishan the Turkish Gowern-

ment, is very sler zave been for some

time rapidly incr ulation, opulence,

and maritime stre are quite ready to

assert an independ the auspices either

af the Russians, er c ach. The Russians,

however, from the 43 treacheries and

atrocious barbarity much dislike, and

French connectior * absence of naval

intercourse and pre: much less desired

than the friendship of this country. Any system,

thersfore, which may provide for the occurrence,

and, as far as may be prudent, assist in the

S&tabhshment of such an order of things, appears

to raerit your Lordship’s attention, and from its

important and interesting nature would deserve

the cmployment of abilities and activity far greater

than mince, To promotca plan of this or any other

similar description I would willingly use my best

exertions ; but without any such object in’ view

I think it improbable that a residence at Constan-

tinople would, at the present moment, be desirable.
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I am now sensible that it is necessary ta

request your Lordship’s pardon for the free manner

in which I have written. In a common period of'

tranquillity and peace I should at once have

accepted your Lordship’s proposal with delight,

and have felt that I had obtained the chief ohject

of my pursuit; but in the present state of the

Continent I found myself impelled in addressing

your Lordship to detail with sincerity those views

by which in my opinion the mission would be

rendered creditable to him who filled it, and most

advamtagcous to thet

In all events, |

of the high sense F

good opinion, and ¢

you to make the pre

I have already trou’

ip to be assured

ie value of your

«ss which has led

‘in answer to which

too long.

LLIERS to THE

SELEY

Private March 4, 1810

Let me in the first place ¢ give you joy of the
honours of yesterday ; and believe me how glad I

am that you have received in so satisfactory a

manner an honour long merited, and which you

particularly desired?

I long much to see you again. If you have not

repented of the liberties of speech which, as an old

friend, you have sometimes allowed me, you must

permit me from friendship to express a wish to

be permitted to use them once more. However

1 Add. MSS. 37309 f. 343.

2 The Order of the Garter.

THE Hon.
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painful ycur own situation or that of the country

may be, you must, for your own character, get your

shoulders thoroughly to the work now you are in

office,

There are many points of detail with respect

to Portugal which I can save you trouble in

despatching, but the great question is whether

Buonaparte will turn his whole force against it so

as to make ins defence impracticable. This clearly

is not the case at the present moment (120,000

men ought not to conguersthe Peninsula with an

army of 30,000 Britis] and of particudir

operations, or ap} ‘r, Lord Welling-

ton’s opinions on tt t, in my judgment,

alone and entirely & But how soon it

may be the case and evacuation may be

necessary it is impe ay. Let me then

beg you to turn y {I say no more)

to an immediate neo peace, and think

of the difference of nc wien Portugal may

be insisted on, and Spahr contested, or after both

have been lost by an evacuation which, however

necessary, must always be humiliating, perhaps

disastrous.

On another point: Lord Bathurst told me

yesterday how important and how popular some

commercial arrangement with Portugal would be.

From what Souza said to me I am satisfied that

it should be practicable and might shortly be

finished.

T have no personal wish to be engaged in it, but,

if you choose, [ think that I could bring the thing

toa point in a few days.
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I am going on a painful journey to-day. to see

my poor sister, who is dangcrously ill. “I come

back to-morrow at two o'clock, and have no

engagement except with Lord Liverpool at eleven

the next day at the House of Commons.

I will, therefore, wait upon you whenever you

please. But pray, for your own sake, and for

that of the countrv. think well of what I say, and

of what is expected of you?

THE Hon. HENRY WELLESLEY to THE MARQUESS

Private March 12, 1810

addition to my

very little is to be

nt, and since their

ds have begun ty

afraid, however,

re letter to Cuesta

I have not muck

official letters. I f

expected from the

letter to Cuesta? the

be of the same of

that the Regéncy_

until it appeared im and that General

Castafios* entirely disapproves the expressions it

contains in praise of Cuesta. You know that

Cuesta is the bitter enemy of Castafios, and of the

Duke of Albuquerque,’ and when the letter was

shown to the Duke of Albuquerque he said that

1 Add. MSS. 37291 f. 239.

2 Gregoreo Garcia de la Cuesta (1740-1812), Spanish

General.

3 Francisco Saverio Castaiios (1756-1852), a Spanish

General, best remembered for his victory over the French

ugder Dupont at Baylen in 1808. He was subsequently

created Duke of Baylen.

4 José Marca de la Cueva, fourteenth Duke a’Albuquerque,
who early in 1810 saved Cadiz from the French army under

Soult,



£812] FRERE’S OPTIMISM 318

were it not for his apprehension of offending the

English nation he would use his best endeavours to

remove the Government. I believe Castafios and

the other Members of the Regency to have the

best intentions, but even Whittingham?! is now

of opinion that Spain cannot be saved. You may

be assured, however, that I shall use every exertion

to ascertain and, if possible, to improve the

friendly communications now subsisting between

the Regency and the British Minister, and that I

will aot relinquish this object as long as there is a

shadow of a Governns ora remnant of spizit

remaining in the c¢

You will find th

to England, which:

sanguine in their }

The eldest. Frers tole

ment of the conte

opinion wore so fa:

at this moment, ar

same way of thinkn

I own { cannot see any justifiable grounds for

this opinion. If, indeed, they were inclined to

make any exertions for the improvement of their
=

*Samucl Ford Whittingham (1772. 1840), an English

Officer who served as Brigadicr-General in the Spanish service
from 180g intil after the Hundred Days. He was knighted

in r8r5, an] became Licutenant-General in the British army,

4 Joln Flookham Frere (1769-1846), Under Secretary of

State for Foreign Affairs, 1799; Ambassador at Lisbon, 1800,
and ait Madrid, 1802- 1804) Minister with the Junta, 1808-
1809. He was a conributor to The Anti-Jacobin, 1797-1398,
a translator of Aristophanes, etc.

Bartaolonew Frere (1778-1851), Minister at Lisbon, 18a9-

1810, ind subsequently Minister at Constantinople,

They were sons of Jolin Frere, the antiquary (1740-1807).

‘they both return

nt doubtful) very

‘bout this country.

ince the commence-

{ Spain never in his

aspect as they do

ts brother is of theem
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army, they never had so favourable an oppor*

tunity, and General Stuart? is ready to give them

all the assistance in his power.

An army of 30,000 men, regularly trained and

disciplined, and punctually paid, might still do a

great deal in the south of Spain, and could be a

good example to the other parts of Spain which

continue to hold out, but Ihave no hope that any

improvement will take place ; but as the defence

of this place must depend principally upon the

English, J wish it were possible to send a few .aore

regiments here. 1 hope Showever, that General

Stuart will not bes le is very popular

with the Spaniard: d terms with the

Duke of Albuquer an essential point.

T know not wha xf a bombardment

will be here. If the zet possession of-the,

peninsula opposite s ships must move

from their presex - as they will be

completely within’ e enemy’s shells ;

but unless they can | e“isle de Leon and the

new battery of the C a, which is now nearly

completed, they will never be able to get near

enough to Cadiz to injure it with their shells. I

have sometimes thought that in the work of*the

conquest of the rest of Spain, Cadiz might be

induced to declare itself a free port under the

protection of the English, and that its connection

with South America might (if Spain were to be

1,Sir John Stuart (1759-1815), who greatly distinguished

himself in the Peninsula war. In 180g he took Ischia and

Procida and captured Murat’s gunboats, afterwards falling

back on Messina, where in the following year he repulsed the

enemy with great loss,
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éonquered) facilitate any arrangements we might

wish to make in that quarter. I merely throw this

ofit as a hint for your consideration.

If Cadiz should be hard pressed I believe it to be

the intention of the Regency to remove to Majorca

or Minorca, but to keep up their connection as

long as may be possible with Catalonia and other

parts of Spain.

T hope you will not disapprove what I have done

about the French prisoners. Their remaining here

is really most dange but I think it very

probable that before rangement is made by

the Government m away I shall

receive ‘your instri a think any neces-

sary upon the sut

THE Hon. Jous

Mago

VILLIERS to THE

Private

March 19, 181e

If there is anything i style of your letter of

which I think I might complain, I am so impressed
with the motives which dictated mine to you, and

that, likewise, which I entirely submitted to your

approbation (of which approbation I own I had not

even a doubt), that I will confine myself strictly to

explanation.

I have no topic to treat which has not been

treated in my despatches, but, considering the

pressure of current business, the change of de-

partments and other circumstances, I sincerely

thought that I could render a most valuable

1 Add. MSS. 37291 f. 249.
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service to Ministers themselves, as well as to the

public, by bringing the several topics under

discussion, and by proposing myself to be aues-

tioned upon them. I had no other view and

the following are the principal heads to which I

alluded :

(x1) The circumstances which must attend the

evacuation of Portugal, if it must take place, which

circumstances relate to your own department, to

the War department, to the Admiralty, and to the

Treasury

(2) Some discusstox

to the Portugues

state.

The money vot

estimate sent home

afterwards to you),

much less will it pa

men according to.

return required by rst for an army of

20,000, of which you have HRewise the estimate in

the office. I submitted to Government Marshal

Beresford’s two statements of 30,000 troops, one

exclusive of officers, the other including the

officers in the numbers, asking the decision ot

Government upon which was to be adopted, with-

out which decision neither the paymaster nor the

Portuguese Government can go on. The pay

of the British officers sent to serve in the Portu-

guese army is likewise an additional charge which

has long since been submitted to Government on

different questions, and which, from being trifling

at first in its amount, is now become considerable.

engagements relative

will now shortly

according to the

in August first and

, for30,000 tronps

complete of 30,000

d principle of the
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(3) The third point was the circumstances of

our army, and its probable danger.

As I have said before, almost all I have to say

may be found with trouble in the despatches ; but

I thought that in discussion, and in tendering

myself to be questioned by the different depart-

ments to which the subjects relate, I could save

much of that trouble.

Let me just give, in passing, one hint of no small

delicacy. It is respecting the safety of our

transports in the Tagus, previous to evacuation

Arrangements madg,< transports were in

danger (if eviden y security) would

probably excite n add tu the danger

to be apprehended ery danger is to be

apprehended, both : British and against

their own Governm a violent people in
despair at being su they would call it)

to the French. £. er, mean to bring

this, and the othe ted to, under con-

sideration, and wish ao trouble you nor

the Government with opinions of my own.

On the last subject to which you allude I

certainly had no idea of obtruding my sentiments

upon the Cabinet. But if a sense of public duty,

m a moment of the most critical emergency and

imminent danger, made me wish to discharge my

mind, and if I had only proposed to Government

either to hear my ideas or to allow me to state them

in Parliament, would there have been anything not

clearly within my own right to do, and most

respectful aud attentive to yourself and to the

Government ? These very feelings I submitted
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in the first instance to your decision, and now

acquiesce in it, in not sending my letter to

Perceval.

Permit me upon the topic itself, for the chance

of its being useful, in this shape to submit my

ideas to you. Depend upon it, our failure or

complete success on the Peninsula has often

turned upon a single circumstance which need not

have occurred. some of these circumstances are

such as opposition may well dwell upon. I will

not name them, and look only to the natural etate

of things, in whic

Portugal and the p

quate means of defe

with the most di:

view of the subject led

of safety, whilst we 4%

in negotiation, and r:

this subject I have:

I merely tender i sideration.

I should say tha ¢ fight in Spain to

re-establish either the Prince of Peace or Ferdinand

VIL., but that if we stipulated for the Spanish

people a free Government, and an empire declared

independent and recognised as such by a distinct

Treaty of Commerce with Great Britain (thougn

under a Buonaparte), that we saved our credit

and made a better treaty than we are likely

to do when France has gained Portugal and

Spain.

I only, however, submit this idea to you,

impressed as I am with apprehension of the

dreadful intelligence which in no very long time

equally pregnant

sequences. This

sider the only path

isig. upon Portugal

for Spain. Upon

idea to offer, and
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may be expected from the Peninsula on any other

view of the subject.”

‘THE Hon. HENRY WELLESLEY fo THE MARQUESS

WELLESLEY

Private. Cadiz: March 21, 1810

I enclose a copy of a letter JT received this

morning from Admiral Purvis, with my answer to

it. The Admiral knew that the packet was to sail

to-day, and his object ars to be to do himself

credit with the Adry aving urged mg to

adopt the measures mmends ; but the

fact is, I have not <« ed if the strongest

manner the necess measures in every

interview J have hi i. de Castanos, but

offercd to take the to the Council of

‘Regency in order t himself represent

the dangerous site harbour ; and it is

literally a fact th: presented to the

Admiral the danger Which the shippmg might

sustain :f the French were allowed to retain the

ports which they now occupy, he had never thought

of suggesting the necessity of the removal of the

ships or of any other arrangement for the safety of

the harbour. I mention this in confidence to you,

not wishing you to make use of it to the prejudice

of the Admiral, but the fact is (as I believe you

well know) that he is totally unfit for this active

command, and the sooncr he is removed from it

the better for the defence of this place. General

Stuart is of this opinion as well as myself. Had an

1 Add. MSS. 37291 f. 263.
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active admiral been here when the French first

came down upon Cadiz they never could have got

possession of the ports which they now occupy

and of which, if they are not dispossessed or if we

cannot strengthen the castle of Matagorda (which

General Stuart is endeavouring to do) so as te‘keep

them in check, they will certainly destroy’ a great

deal of the shinping or else compel it to leave the

harbour. The ships of war, howevei, cay easily

move out of the reach of shells, and I hope we shall

get rid of the prisonerg..befere the enemy *can

strengthen himseif.<"* Sturn to the Admiral,

he is really not cé¢ pimand here, and I

believe would ve ¥ ve it up; and if his

recall were accompa vil letter approving

of his exertions in g ne Spanish ships out

of the harbour I ha loubt "he would be

perfectly satisfied ch a man as Sir

Edward Pellew h id never leave the

enemy at-rest for ‘2 but from my own

observation, as well as'fronr what I have learnt

from General Stuart (who has more than once

entreated me to write to you upon the subject),

I am persuaded that no co-operation with

the land forces is to be looked for from the

Admiral.

IT showed his letter to General Stuart, who

pronounced it to be a dirty trick to gain credit with

the Admiralty, for that literally there was no

one circumstance stated in that letter which I

had not repeatedly urged in his presegce to the

Admiral as a motive for rernoving the fleet and

prisoners.



TRIeI DEFENCE OF CADIZ 323

From what you told me previously to my

leaving Englahd respecting the state of the army

at home, I fear that to ask for reinforcements

would be totally useless ; but 5,000 men in addition

to what we have got would not only secure this

place. but enable General Stuart to attack the

enemy witn advantage, and without danger of

failure. There are now not more than 10,000

Spanrards and about 5,000 English and Portuguese

in the [sla and in Cadiz, making on the whole a

foree of about 15,006 +: and to defend the

island and the to taght to be defended

requires a force cf General Stuart

is very anxious ft} engineer, Captain

Laudmann, who h nowledge of all the

works of the town 4 island, should not be

superseded.

I very much fea

has lost ali his pep

of his conduct m-

Regency. He is no ty

established his head-quarters.

I cannot say that my opinion of the Government

is changed. They have disappointed all their

waimest friends, and nothing good is, I fear, to be

expected from their manner. It is the opinion of

everybody that they ought to establish them-

selves at Cadiz, and they cannot, I think, avoid

doing so, as the Duke of Albuquerque has removed

his head-quarters to the Isla."

tke of Albuquerque

liz by the absurdity

his letter to the

'Isia, where he has

1 Add. MSS. 37201 £. 266.
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[ENCLOSURE]

VICE-ADMIRAL JOHN CHARLES Purvis ¢o THE

Hon. HENRY WELLESLEY

Atlas, Cadiz Harbour: March 20¢1810

I beg leave to call your Excellency’s attention to

that part of the enemy’s movements whiclr relates

to the ships in this harbour, many of which are now

within reach ot the works of Santa Cataline, and

there can be no doubt of lis intention to force

them to sea, or to oblige thern to anchor so clos¢ to

each other as to exp a calamity similar

to that which thé experienced, or,

what is still more ed, a visitation of

fire-vessels, the « ch may be easily

conceived, not onl ps, but on the city

itself,. The enemy h -o been: -kept in check
in his designs on th Trocadero, but he

will persevere in ti icceeding at last by

destroying Fort MM: | getting possession

of the pomt opposi Aintales. This would

give him many advantages, and, amongst others,

assist his views of driving the ships from their

present situation. It is needless for me to point

out to your Excellency how very necessary if is

that the Spanish ships should be removed to some

place of security as soon as possible. I have no

hesitation in asserting that they are not now in

that state of security which by the existing treaty

between the two countries they ought to be. I

have the highest opinion of the strength of Cadiz,

and there can be no doubt but the patriotic zeal

of the inhabitants, with the assistance of the
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military, will enable them to put the enemy to
défiance ; butyif the case should unfortunately be

etherwise (which God forbid) it would then be

necessary to Withdraw such of the Spanish ships

as might remain in the harbour, and unless pre-

parations are made for that purpose I will venture

to say they will be reported not in a fit state to be

removed.

The encmy has many stroug inducements to

persist in his endea vours to gain possession of this

desrrable port and citggeand amongst them the

getting hold of wid liberating the

prisoners, If, the “ips and prisoners

were sent away, t leas cause for his

perseverance, and ¢! tieved from a very

great expense of pre And whilst I am on

the subject of the ¢ take the liberty of

requesting that me opted for sending

away the Trench xon as it can be

done."

2 Add. MSS. 397291 f. 270.

23251

END oF VoLUME I
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