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SPEECHES BY

THE EARL OF WILLINGDON

1934

SENTATION OF THE FREEDOM OF THE CITY OF

EDINBURGH.

His Exeetleney the Viceroy received the Freedom of the

ity of Edinburgh on 29th Junc.and tn reply said i

My Lord Pravast the Edinburgh

Carporation,—Let me 2 ully tender you

my thanks, my Lord Pr abers of the Cor-

poration of Edinburgh, foe snour which you

have conferred upon re for the assurance

which it conveys that such | viees as it has been

viven me to render to 7 nd to the British

Empire have been so gy ad and recognised

n the capital citv of &

BR

&

Great as is my gratif o signal a reward,

T assure you that it is doubly eratifying to me that you
have thought well to confer the same honour upon my

wife, for merit» in which I can claim no part, and of which

I am therefore free to testify that in her ease your judg-

ment has been amply justified. For not only has the

Passage of the sears inercasingly brought home to me how
little nseful work I could have done without her by my

side to help. advise and encourage, to share with me all

ie Joys and sorrows, all the successes and disappointments,

a long and varied public life, but also no one knows

der than [ the full tale of her labours to mitigate

4tress and sufferiny and to bring happiness and comfort
nto the life of the people of each country to which our

duties have called us,

29th June

1934,
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Presentation of the Freedom of the City of Edinburgh.

Yesterday we received another great honour, and I

may the more fitly acknowledge it on this occasion

because I know how close have always been the ties that

have bound together Edinburgh and her Tounis College

We received the degree of honorary doctorates in laws ¢

the University of Edinburgh, and I regard it as a part:

eularly happy circumstance that it was at the hands of

Principal and Vice-Chancellor who adds to his othe

claims to eminence a distinguished record of service i

India, for I recollect that when I was Governor of Bomba;

Sir Thomas ollancd Member of the Governoz

General’s Council. 4 value not leas:

because it entitled + witted into your Inner

family circle, to 8 y the personal and

intimate pride which ke in what I may truly

call not only a great x 2 reat imperial institu-

tion. For I know x sand has not only sent

out of her best froz: this university to the

uttermost parts of { hospitably reecitved

within them great x sverseas, attracted by

her traditions and the er schools. It was only

last year that the Un eclebrated, under the

auspices of a Chancellor of all men best qualified to
pronounce the spell, the 350th vear of what I must eall

her youth : and that great occasion was remembered not

only in Edinburgh itself, but by the sons and daughters

who claim her as their Alma Mater in more cities than I

ean count within the Empire and beyond.

When first we received your invitation, my Tord

Provost, and that of the Senatus of the University, I must

coufess that we asked onrselves why we, mere Fuglishnien

and mere Englishwomen, should have been deemed worthy

of these special marks of your approval of our work.

We came to the conelnsion that you were not less well

aware than I—and it has always been very present to my
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Presentation of the Freedom of the City of Edinburgh.

mind-—of my close association with Scotsmen in all the

responsibilities of Government that have been entrusted to

me, and of how much T owe to Scotsmen for loyal help

and advice during long years of service overseas. If,

indeed, more was in your minds, let me at any rate take

this opportunity of giving my very willing testimony to

my own indebtedness.
e

In the early days of my public life, when I was a

youthfnl member of Parliament, T was fortunate in the

friendship of that briilian: sraan and scholar, the late

Lord Rosebery. Th yburgh will, I know,

never forget its geni ucighbour, nor shall

T forget the inspira ragcment he gave me

in my yonnger day fomber of the Liberal

Party in the House o! ander the leadership of

another Scots Prime Sir Tfenry Campbell-

Bannerman, and hax ity of learning from

him many lessons of om and sagacity. IJ

remember well, whe ® India as Governor

of Bombay, having x sen to India in my life,

my first two private se @ Scotsmen and I owed

much to their guidance and advice during the first years

of my connection with that country. When I[ returned to

take up my post as Viceroy three years ago, the same

two officers had risen to high positions under the Govern-

ment of India and gave me once more most loyal assistance

iu carrying out my duties during those difficult. years.

And there were many others, throughout the length and

breadth of India, whose loyalty, ability and devotion to

duty I remember with gratitude and admiration. It

would, T am confident, be with the approval of them all

that T should niake honourable mention on this oecasion

of the uame of a distinguished son of Edinburgh, His

Execllency Sir John Anderson, Governor of Bengal,

whose wisdom and courage in administering the affairs
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wf that great Presidency I have had the best reasons to

appreciate.

Again, when I went to Canada as Governor-General,

the Prime Minister was a man of Scottish descent, my old

friend the Right Hon’ble Mackenzie King, and two

members of his Cabinet had left Scotland years before as

emigrints, had prospered and were holding two of the

highest positions under the Crown in Canada.

And today, in this city of Edinburgh and on an

oceasion for me so mem it gives me a peculiar

pleasure not only te ack re-gay own debt for their

counsel and suppor bt and difficulty, but

to express more ge ny years of life and

travel in many parts my admiration of the

men and women of race whose courage,

initiative and tenaciiy s6 much to build up its

fortunes in the past a: ‘reat a present influence

on all the manifold as istration, public life

and private enterp

My experience of abroad has naturally

tempted me to ask myset hat exactly are the qualities,

and whence does he get them, which have so conspicuously

made him a pioneer and a pillar of empire ; that spirit

whieh sends him across the waste of seas with an undying

regret for the “‘ lone shielding in the misty island” ;

which combines a passion for metaphysies with the shrewd-

est judgment of practical things; which has made

legendary alike his devotion to a falling canse and his

unerring instinct for a rising market. It is a profoundly

interesting enquiry but, as I am aware, my Lord Provost,

not withont its perils, I shall say only this. I have seen

your beautiful, gray city in all its matchless atmosphere

of unbroken tradition and unforgotten history ; I have

seen something of the vigorous activity of a modern

capital, in which nevertheless the wraiths of Scott and
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Burns and Stevenson would be still at home, and Sir

James Larrie would meet with kindred spirits today ;

and of a university which draws from its great names of

the past new inspiration for the present and the future.

I have looked both on the ramparts of your ancient citadel

and on the most beautiful and impressive memorial of the

late war that in many journeyings I have ever seen. I

feel that now Y understand better the Scottish character

aud the things that have built it up.

And T think that th

common history in why

for its exertion. Fg

in the troubled time:

was never a time in our

yas, creater need and. scope

ose who believe that,

‘ strengthening of the

bonds of empire, and ition between all its

parts will be not o ai hope but a great

influence for the proimc ace and amity among all

nations.

ed whether this zeal

rich I think should

inspire cach one of ig as once it was, and

whether the spirit of as not yielded to the

amenities of life at home. Indeed, I have myself often

been asked by my friends how it is that [ can endure so

many years of exile, My answer is that there is no

question of exile when there is duty to perform, work to

do and all the opportunities of life, within the British

Empire. Speaking for my wife and myself, I can truly

say that while there must needs be some sacrifice: in

serving tar from home, we have never for one moment

regretted the years that we have spent among our fellow-

citizens of Mmpire overseas, Life has been full of

interest and occupation; we have received a warm

weleome wherever we have gone ; we have formed many

tried and trusted friendships, and we have always found

a very happy home. And what I have said applies very

I sometimes hes

and enthusiasm fe
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specially to our present life in India, where we have now

spent nearly fifteen years. There, too, we are happy in

the knowledge that we have gained many valued friend-
ships among the Prinees and people of India ; happy, too,

in the certain assurance, after all these years of expe-

rience, that our temporary home ig in a country whose

people are intensely loyal to the British Crown,

It would not be proper for me to say anything to-day

on the important political questions now being examined,

but this much T may he allowed to say about India, the

administration of whik

under my special cx

ar the past three years

n¢ East’ but I ean

expericnee, that India

and the responsibility

re fact that we British

ing to develop in the

irit of responsibility

» undertake the full

powers of administr * own affairs. That has

been and is our purpose eontirwiecd snd assured to Indians

by the great proclamation of Queen Victoria in 1858 and

later by His Majesty’s Government in 1917. 1 fully

realise the doubts and difficulties in the minds of many

who, while anxious as we all are to aet generously and

fairly by India, are uneasy as to the seope of advanec

through their want of practical knowledge of conditions in

that country. May T urge that, owing to these rapid

changes to which I have referred, special consideration

should be given to the views and opinions of those who

have had most recent experience of life there, and of those

who are doing their Empire service there at the present
time,

We often hear

assure my countryme

at all events is chang

for that change is rash

have for over 100 ve:

minds and character 3

which will in due «

thet

T hope that my countrymen will always remember

that the population of India exceeds three hundred and



Speeches by the Earl of Willingdon. ~J

His Exvellency the Viceroy’s Address to the Combined

Legislatures,

fitty millicns. In so vast a number there must be, as in

every other country, a certain aomber of misguided or

evilly disposed people whose desire is to subvert or injure

the Government constituted by law./ But the Princes and

people of India are loyal to the British Crown. They are

not unmindful of past benefits ; they are proud of their

own shave in upholding the fortunes of the Empire ; aud

their aspiration is to inove forward until they arrive

at a position of fnll partnership in working out the

destinies of Empire. The rat their aspirations may,

at this juncture, be all in a spirit of

real sympathy and s is done as I am

sure it will be Cam c dia will increasingly

in the future prove to 4 been in the past, a

souree of sivength and se ti areat commonwealth

of nations.

-cks’ time to resume

niry, we shall go,

evidence of Seottish

And when we rett

our cuties in that

heartened and cneourds

approval of our endeaverss ou have so generously

eiven us, proud to regard ourseives as burgesses of the city

of Edinburgh, and determined that we shall not forfeit

the confidence reposed in us by you, my Lord Provost, by

the Corporation of your city and by the Senatus

Academicus of the University of Edinburgh.

HIS EXCELLENCY THE VICEROY’S ADDRESS TO THE

COMBINED LEGISLATURES,

His Exeellency the Viceroy attended in State the Chamber

of the Legislative Assembly on the morning of the 29th August

1984 ard addressed the Members of both Tlouses of the Indian

Legislature as follows :—

Gentlemen,—In greeting Tfon’ble Members this

morning after my short holiday, I need hardly tell you

29th August

1934,
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how delighted I am to be amongst you once again, to find

you still engaged in your strenuous labours on behalf of

India, and to take this opportunity of thanking you all

for the assistance you have given to my Government

during the past four years in passing into law the many

very important measures that have been brought before

you during the period of the life of this Parliament which

will shortly be coming to a close.

ite you on the 6th March

‘tand the duration of

iod as might seem

fons prevailing when

xtension, and on the

an extension up to the

jon whether the duration

extended beyond that

is consideration, and

e propriety of which

ry generally recognised,

he case no further exten-

In a message comranys

1938, I announced my. di

the existing Assen!

expedient in the lig

the time came actuaill:

22nd December 1983 |

3ist December 1934.

of the Assembly shw

date required and re

I finally reached th

has, I am glad to bel

that in all the cireumsts

sion should be granted.

I am sure that you would wish, and here [ can speak

with all sincerity on behalf of my Hon’ble Colleagues,

that I should express to the two Presidents my grateful

thanks for the fairness and judgment with which they

have guided the discussions in both Chambers and have

secured the trust and confidence of every Hon’ble

Member.

It is my custom on this oceasion to give a general

survey of the work done during the past year and of

the economic and political condition of our country at the

present time, and further to tell you as far as T can the

outlook for the future.
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In the sphere of Foreign Affairs I am glad to state

that India’s relations with her neighbours continue to be

uniformly satisfactory. On the frontier between Burma

and China incidents occurred last spring threatening a

disturbarice of the peace among the partially administered

tribes, which in that area separate the Province of Burma

from the Chinese Province of Yunndn. The international

frontier in that area has never been demarcated and this

circumstance coupled with the fact that there are no

maps which have been aceepted by both Governments as

acenrate, encouraged sponsible persons to

engage in hostile ¢ he Burma Military

Police, although the rupulously refrained

from penetrating hevat Slaimed by the Chinese

Government. That fo iy demonstrated -their

ability te deal with th ers and no operations

have been necessary + few weeks. Efforts

are being made by FV resentative in China

to establish, in agree Chinese Government,

certain principles yp ¢ will be possible to

demarcate the intern ey and thus to find a

solution for a long-standing disagreement. Events in

Chinese Turkestan have caused my Government some

anxiety, since as the result of a serious revolt against

Chinese authority in Kashgar and the neighbourhood,

security of life and property was for some time gravely

endangered. I regret to say that some loss of life and

property was caused to peaceful Indian traders in spite of

the unremitting efforts of His Majesty’s Consul-General

to secure their protection. On one occasion His Majesty’s

Consulate at Kashrar was attacked by Tung&n* rebels,

and it was only the gallant defence offered by the British

and Indian personnel which saved the Consulate from

*Pronounced ‘‘ Toonga(r)n ’?.
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more than a few casualties. The Chinese Government

have expressed their deep regret for this occurrence and

have also officially acknowledged the correctness of the

Consul-General’s attitude of strict neutrality towards the

various factions which have from time to time secured

control over this area. The latest news received is much

more reassuring in that the Chinese forces together with a

Pacification Commissioner entrusted with the task of

restoring law and order have now reached Kashgar and

are engaged in re-establishing Chinese authority. Some

embarrassment has zed by the influx of

refugees from Russ ese Turkestan who

were able to enter Tr before they could be

intereepted. These * for the most part

completely destitute an uently accompanied by

women and children, xprulsion across the in-

hospitable mountaing i Was repugnant to

humanitarian prineip: vay obvious that the

comparative securits s in India might

encotrage this inflirx ta is extent and steps are

therefore being taken ¢ C"nt the frontier, and it is

also hoped to arrange for the disposal of a number of the

refugees already in India hy despatching them to other

parts of the world.

Our neighbourly relations with Afghanistan have not

been threatened hy any untoward incidents on the frontier

in recent months and it is hoped to secure increased trad.

between the two countries as the result of the recent vis
of a Trade Delegation to Kabul in April last. Thi

Delegation consisted of Mr. W. W. Nind as Leader ano
Lala Shri Ram, Merchant of Delhi, and Khan Bahadur
Syed Maratib Ali of Lahore as Members, and was sent
to Afghanistan to examine, in consultation with informed
opinion in that country, the directions in which it might
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be possible to foster and expand the mutual trade between

India and Afghanistan. The report submitted by this

Delegation is still under consideration, but it is gratifying

to observe the interest taken by Indian merchants and

traders in the Commercial Exhibition which is now taking

place in that city.

The North-West frontier has remained uniformly

peaceful during the last eight months except for the

Easy: between sections of the

between Government

have always been a

ZT need not say that

fo be maintained with

f Nepal. As a fittimg

riendship that we have

jesty the King-Emperor

’ the British Envoy

ad Minister Plenipo-

jentiary at the Nepal and also to receive a

Minister of corresponc Frama «othe Kingdom of

Nepal at the Court of St. James in London,

various unimportani

tribes and a few small

forces and hostile i

feature of frontier #

cordial relations, ns é¥

our ancrent Ally, the

culmination of the ion

enjoyed with that cou

has heen pleased to £

to that of Envoy &

A great figure on the stage of Asia passed away with

the death of His Holiness the Dalai lama of Tibet on

December 17th, 1933. The late Dalai Lama, the thirteenth

of his line, had always remained on terms of amity with

my Government and the Regent who has been appointed

in his pla:e pending the reincarnation of the Dalai Lama

continues to act in the spirit of the Ruler of Tibet.

Lastly I am glad to take this opportunity of

acknowledging the keen and effective interest which

flon"ble Members have always taken in the welfare of

Indian traders and settlers in foreign countries. There

has been more than one case recently in which a foreign
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vouniry has attempted to enforce, particularly in its

colonies, what appeared to us to be unwarranted restric-

tions upon such Indian traders, who have by their

enterprise and commercial ability contributed largely to

the wealth and prosperity of the place concerned. My

Government have in every case protested vigorously

through His Majesty’s Government against such proceed-

ings and, if, as has happened in more than one case, their

protests have been successful, this is very largely due to

the hearty support they have.xeveived from Indian public

opinion as represent Hen"ble Members of this

House. :

ommercial relations 4

ten [ last addressed you

Ling to the denunciation

al Convention of 1905

ng of Industries Act,

ander the Act were

3 ail Indian \Industries.

These were carefully exe bat eventually Govern-

ment decided that it would be undesirable to use the Act,

since such a step would have prejudiced the negotiations

for a commercial agreement with Japan which had then

started. At the same time the needs of these industries

were met, where necessary, in another manner. This was

by the imposition of minimum specific duties on the

articles concerned. The imposition of these duties was

secured by ad. hoe legislation,—the Indian Tariff Am:

ment Act, 1934,—and in fixing the level of these dut.

which were applicable to the imports from all foreig

countries, due consideration was given to the necessity ©

adequately safeguarding the Indian industry concerned,

while avoiding, as far as possible, any increase in the

ad valorem incidence of the dutics on goods the competi-

In connection *

would recall to your »

I mentioned the cireuras

of the Anglo-Japanese:

and the passmg of

1933. Applications

received from a nue
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tion from which did not constitute a danger to Indian

industries.

he question of the grant of substantive protection to

the Cotton Textile Industry in India, which was the

subject of a Tariff Board enquiry in 1932, came up for

your ‘consideration in the last Delhi Sessions. I need not

refer to the details of the legislative measure with which

you were then concerned except to point out that for the

second time statutory effe s been given to a rapproche-

ment between the rx yes. of an Indian and a

British Industry, and I attach the

highest :mportauce £ closer ties between

the industrialists in } : United Kingdom and,

consonant with the i

we shall always be pr

any agreement intend ¢ the mutual interests

of the parties concer

In accordance w waking given when the

Ottawa Trade Agreen under consideration, an

exhaustive report of th working of the scheme

of matual preferences has been prepared and is now in

your hands. I understand that this report is now under

considerition by Committees of both Houses of the

Legislature, and I shall not therefore comment further

upon it.

When the Indian Delegation Jed by Sir Atul

Chatterjee was at Ottawa certain tentative approaches

were made by representatives of other countries within

the Commonwealth with a view to the conclusion of

further trade agreements. The Irish Free State has

followed up their preliminary proposals and formal nego-

tiations between India and the Free State were initiated

in May last. These negotiations, at which Sir B. N. Mitra
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and Sir George Rainy represented India, have not yet

been concluded.

During the course of my address to you in August

last year J] made a brief reference to the denunciation of

the Anglo-Japanese Commercial Convention of 1905, and

the negotiations for a fresh Commercial Agreement with

Japan. As you are aware, these negotiations commenced

in Simla on the 23rd September 1933, and after lengthy

discussions agreement was reached between the Indian and

the Japanese Delegatioiig ary 1934. The agree-

ment of views thus ‘bodied in a Convention

and Protocol, the # which were initialled

by the two delegatin : April 1984 and finally
signed, on behalf of span, in London on the

12th July 1934,

The Convention,

into foree immediat

and will remain in

n¢ Protocol, are to come

change of ratifications

ist March 1937. The

provisions in the Prét to the restriction of

the imports of cotton » wus? from Japan have, how-

ever, been given eftect to with effect from the 8th January

1934, from which date the Government of India reduced

the import duty on Japanese cotton piece-goods to the

level of that provided for in the Agreement.

The Agrevinent, while ensuring the continuance of the

long-established trade connections between the two

countries on a basis satisfactory to both, safeguards also

the legitimate interests of the Cotton Textile Industry iy

India and at the same time secures a stable market for

substantial portion of the exportable surplus of ra

cotton produced in India. This, at a time of am

agricultural distress, should prove invaluable to the cott

growers in India who have been so seriously affected —

the world repression.



Speeches by the Earl of Willingdon. 18

His Exrellency the Viceroy’s Address to the Combined

Legislatures.

Hon’ble Members will remember that in 19380 the

Government of India, with the approval of the Secretary

of State for India, sanctioned a scheme for the appoint-

ment of Indian Trade Commissioners in certain foreign

countries with a view to promote the export trade of

India with those countries. In addition to the existing

appointment of Indian Trade Commissioner, London, the

scheme provided for six appointments, one each at

Hamburg, Milan, New York, Alexandria, Durban and

Mombasa. The office «t-Ehanehnrg was opened in March

1931 and an officer ost was selected on

the recommendation Service Commission.

Further progress wit! yaa held in abeyance

on grounds of finanzia he officer selected for

the post of Indian Tra ioner at Milan being

retained in the Comme gence and Statistics

Department for a peri ine. Among plans for

the encouragement jevelopment of the

country my Governm éver, now decided to

resume the programm pointment of Indian

Trade Commissioners in foFcten Vouniries. Ag a first step

in that direction, it has been decided to open the office

of the Indian Trade Commissioner in Italy as soon as

possible, and with this object Mr. M. R. Ahuja, who was

selected for the post in 1931, has been sent to London

for a short period of training in the Trade Department

of the High Commissioner’s Office hefore taking charge

of his new appointment in Italy. The question of the

appointment of Indian Trade Commissioners at other

places will receive the early consideration of the Govern-

ment of India.

Whilst still on the subject of affairs which involve

contact, with the outer world, there are two further matters

of interest relating to Indians overseas to which JT wish
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briefly to allude. I refer, in the first place, to the Report

of the Colonisation Enquiry Committee, appointed by the

Government of the Union of South Africa, which was

published both in South Africa and in this country early

in July. The Government have been closely studying the

reactions of public opinion in this country to the recom-

mendations of the Committee. They have also ascertained

the views on the Report of the Standing Emigration

Committee of the two Houses of the Indian Legislature.

They hope to be abies ! address the Government

of the Union of Sout matter. In formu-

lating their conclusié vr endeavour to serve

the best interests o eommunity in South

Africa.

The second event, ¥ien’ble Members will

expect some referenc tion which has arisen

in Zanzibar as the cent legislation. My

Government had n: tion that such legis-

lation was contemplat

its introduction and iaeivipat: res inadequate for the

effects of the various decrees on Indian interests in

Zanzibar to be adequately studied and represented.

Therefore early this month we deputed an officer to

Zenzihar to make investigations. On receipt of his report

the Government of India will consider what further action

thev should take. Hon’ble Members may be satisfied that

in this, as in other matters eoncerning the legitimay

interests of Indian communities overseas, the Governme.

of India will strive their utmost to uphold them.

JT now wish to recall to your mind the part that th

Legislature has played in the sphere of Labour in continu-

ing to participate in the policy which I and my Govern-

ment have set before us of implementing the recommenda-

tions of the Royal Commission on Labour. In 1933 you
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passed an important measure which improved the benefits

received by workmen under the Workmen’s Compensation

Act. ln the course of this session a still invre important

advance has been registered by the new Factories Bill, the

most important feature of which was the reduction in the

hours ot work in factories which work throughout the year

from 60 to 54. £ am glad to have this opportunity of

expressing my appreciation of the helpful attitude of those

who represent employers’ interests towards this great

amelioration in the | workers in organised

industries, On the | “this session has to its

eredit the very servié 3ill. You have now

left to the Executive he important task of

framing suitable rules® two Acts. The helpful

and enlightened spirit nepired the Legislature

in passing them will, oubt, beneficially affect

their detailed administ:

During the eurre ve passed a measure

designed to secure ¢o wreater safety for an

important section of ti orkers of this country.

T refer to the Indian Doek Labourers Bill which, when it
becomes law, will give effect in British India to the Inter-

national Convention concerning the protection against

accidents of workers employed in loading and unloading

ships. The Bill empowers the Government of India to

make regulations for the safety of such workers and to

provide, throngh a system of proper inspection, for the

enforcement of those regulations in accordance with

standards internationally accepted and embodied in the

International Convention, thus fillmg a gap in India’s

Tabour levislation caused by the non-existence of any

regulations which could be said to provide adequately for

the safety of dock workers while engaged in their admit-

tedly hazardous occupation. The Act which has now been
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placed on the Statute Book is still another earnest of

India’s desire to conform to the highest standards in her

treatment of Labour.

Our progress in matters connected with industries has

not been confined to legislation. At the Sixth Industries

Conference which met shortly before this session began

my Government's proposals for the creation of a Central

Bureau from which indusirialists, particularly those

interested in developing ndustries, will be able to

obtain such informs 4 assistance as my

Government in co-c8 Governments of the

Provinces can place isposal met with the

unanimous support of 3 present. I hope iv

see this organisation < img in the course of the

next few months and, ay seem that the begin-

ning which is being ; mall one, [ have great

confidence that we in institution which

will prove of real + cting the industrial

development of this «¢ e Conference also made

recommendations regardit xeiples on which the

grants my Government is making to assist the hand-

loom-weaving and sericultural industries should be utilised.

Those recommendations have been accepted in their

entirety,

Tn the field of Civil Aviation there have recently been

important developments. As our ground organisation has

become inadequate, it has been decided to inaugurate a

programme of development from loan funds. According-

ly we hope to equip the Karachi-Rangoon route and the

Karachi-Madras route up to modern standards within the

next few years, and we are prepared also to organise on

similar lines the Calcutta-Bombay and the Karachi-Lahore

routes, if these should be opened up shortly,—as it is
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much to be hoped they will be. You have just passed

an Act—+the Indian Aireraft Act of 1934—-which will

enable the Civil Aviation Directorate to control and

encourage effectively this expanding activity.

I am also glad to announce that we expect to see a

similar development in broadeasting in the near future.

Nfy Government have decided to proceed as quickly as

possible with the erection of a large transmitting station

in Delhi. which will broadcast entertainment in Urdu and

English. This, we hope roeye to be only the first

step towards the es complete system of

broadeasting coverin lia, under which the

Proyinees will have ¢ an expression of their

own culture in their ow guages, with an added

element of English pro

Both Chambers 9

tion last session whic

Development <Accowi

material assistance ic

of their road systems.

he

zis step will be of

‘¢ in the development

T take this opportunity to refer to a matter which is

of particular interest to the commercia) public. It has

been decided te undertake a revision of the existing

company and insurance laws in India at an early date.

The law relating to companies is that contained in the

Indian Companies Act, 1918. This Act is based on the

English Companies Act, 1908, which has since been

revised and replaced by the Companies Act of 1929.

Certain proposals for the amendment of the existing

legislation in India have been brought to the notice of

the Government of India from time to time by Local

Governments, commercial bodies and individuals, but it

has always been thought more desirable to avoid piecemeal
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legislation and to await a suitable opportunity when a

thorough overhaul of the Acf¥ could be undertaken. The

need for early revision of the law has been more keenly

felt recently as a result of the growing industrialisation of:

India and in particular, as is already known to you, there

has of late been much criticism of the managing agency

system. In the sphere of insurance law also the need for

revised legislation is fully established. The rapid

development of insurance business in the country during

the past few years, not 0 sect. of the number of

new companies formes pect of the forms of

insurance activities ¢ ., fire, marine, motor

and employers’ Habil has created new cir-

eumstanees in which iw has been found to

be inadequate. The G +f India have therefore

arrived at the conclas fb company and insurance

law shotld be revised. sible, and as an initia’

step it has been rpoint Mr. 8. C. Sen,

Solicitor, as an office ty in the Department

of Commerce of the of India to make a

preliminary examination of the various proposals for
amendment received from time to time and to indicate

broadly the lines on which revised legislation should be

undertaken.

To turn to the wide field of Agriculture, which is still

to the masses of India their main source of livelihood and

is therefore one of the primary concerns of Government.

Hon’ble Members must be aware that the Provincial

Economie Conference, which my Government had con-

vened last April, reviewed the position of the agrieulturist

from the standpoint of rural credit as well as agricultural

marketing and production. One of the eonelusions

reached by the Government of India, after consideration
of the proceedings of the Conference, was that all possible



Speeches by the Earl of Willingdon. Qh

His Excellency the Viceroy’s Address to the Combined

Legislatures,

steps should be taken to ascertain how far agricultural

production in India was being scientifically co-ordinated

and whether any action was desirable or feasible to make

such co-ordination morg efficient and more effective. My

Government accordingly convened, with the ready co-

operation of Local Governments, which I take this

opportunity to acknowledge, a Conference of Provincial

Directors of Agriculture, Land Revenue officers and non-

official representatives from the various Provinces last

June. This Conference x, ed exhaustively the position

of all the principa} ui

After a full ee

the Conference came

crop planning in Ind

and haphazard lines, >

on the whole, achieve

his Jand to the best p:

of economic uncertait

wisely held that macl be provided for the

systematic and continugig ‘oT problems relating to

the cultivation of India’s more ‘important erops such as
wheat and rice. To this end it recommended the estub-

lishment of appropriate ad hoc Committees, Hon'ble
Members will doubtless be glad to know that this recom-

mendation has’ been accepted by my Government. It is

hoped that, by this means, periodical stock-taking of the

position of our principal crops and of their prospects in

the world’s markets will be greatly facilitated, The value

of continuous study and periodical review in this respect
eannot be over-estimated. Adjustment of the agricultural

activity of a country to changing conditions of demand
is necessary for the prosperity of the aericulturist.
Difficulties of such adjustment in a country of the size of

India are evident, Adaptation to changing needs of the

the relevant factors

retory conclusion that

ceeeded on unscientific

ce, if I may say so,
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market will be impossible of accomplishment without the

acquisition, and maintenance up-to-date, of all relevant

information.

Another problem of even greater practical importance

to the agriculturist is the marketing of his produce to the

best advantage. This subject was also discussed in the

Provincial Economie Conference, where there was general

agreement that an intensive programme to develop market-

ing facilities for agricultural products offered the best

immediate prospect of ivesults, The matter has

been under close ex: he Economie Confer-

ence concluded. Wi e Marketing Expert

who recently joined e Imperial Council of

Agricultural Researe yore of work has beeu

drawn up which, it is he vy shortly be initiated.

Experience gained ek hows that the range of

marketing activities rz & (4 must, for example,

inelude the organisa + intelligence service

in external markets n products and the

requirements of cons: abroad and in this

eountry. An efficient 4 2 organisation must also

ensure the grading, sorting and bulking of the main staple

products and the establishment and development of

regulated markets. In India the first task is the under-

taking of market surveys for the purpose of ascertaining

the data on which future developments ean be planned,

The initial step, therefore. will be to obtain and set out

in detail the present system of marketing the more

important commodities, such as wheat and rice, oilseeds,

plantation and special crops, ¢.y., tobacco and fruit, as

also dairy products, in which term T inelude Itvestock.

This survey will be carried out not only in each of

the Provinces separately, but will also deal with inter-

Provincial, inter-State and foreign trade so as to provide
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an all-India pieture of existing conditions and a common

basis for future progress. The report on each survey will

set out, in precise technical detail, definite suggestions

regarding marketing organisation with a view to improv-

ing existing conditions in the interests of producers. The

work connected with the execution of these surveys will

‘he shared between the Central and Provincial marketing

stalfs, }ut it is the intention of my Government that, at

least in the initial stages, the cost should be met from

Central Revenues, 30 1 nt task of ascertaining

the data and formul d plan of marketing

organisation should d by reason of the

inability of one or : to meet the cost of

such investigations. 3 to how the cost ef

the various organisatic activities resulting from

these surveys should b be one for future con-

sideration on the basis Hailts expected from the
plans that may be ad

T should like als faze to make a brief

reference to the fina or oof our Railways.

This, as you are aware, has not been all that could have

been desired during the past two or three years, though

in comnarison with most other countries throughout the

world we may be said to have eseaped lightly. The

situation this financial year shows much better prospects.

Our earnings are better by over Rs, 1} crores than they

were for the same period of last year. In the nature of

things we may expect scet-backs, but I am optimistic

enough to think that these, if any, will be temporary, and

that the increased prosperity of our Railways is at least

an indication of a general revival of trade and commerce

throughout the country.

As you are no doubt aware, I had the privilege of

performing the formal opening ceremony on the 19th
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December last of the Vizagapatam Harbour. The

development of the harbour has been proceeding steadily

and with the improved facilities which it is the constant

aim of the Administration to provide, it will, it is hoped,

be possible in the not very distant future to open the

harbour to vessels of much larger dimensions than can be

accommodated at present. There has already been a

substantial increase both in the number of steamers calling

and in the quantity of cargo handled at the port and as

improved facilities beeom able it will, it is confidently

hoped, attract an me of traffie in the

future. Vizagapataza lies a long-felt need

for a safe anchorage ne traffic on the Hast

Coast of India betwe nd Madras and should

assist greatly in the de of a hinterland, rich in

natural resources, by for its produce a con-

venient outlet to the world.

On the two last uch I have addressed

you I have expressed i hat the march of events

would gradually carry the’ léadsry of the civil disobedience

movement further and further away from the sterile

methods of negation and obstruction. A year ago I

claimed that the events of the last few months had fully

borne out that belief ; civil disobedience at that time

maintained a precarious existence and there were signs

that the popular judgment had already condemned it.

During the whole of the last 12 months that feeling has

grown and spread and finally in April last the author of

this subversive movement, which was started in 1930 and

renewed at the beginning of 1932, advised all Congress-

men to suspend civil resistance for Swaraj as distinet

from specific grievances. A little later this advice was

confirmed by the Working Committee of Congress which,

at the same time, adopted the constitutional policy, at one
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time regarded as wholly futile by many Congress leaders,

of entering the Legislatures. 1 was myself away from

India during the concluding stage of these events, but the

policy announced by the Government of India on June

6th, 1981, had my full approval. That policy has been

criticised in some quarters us half-hearted and ungenerous,

but, us | said ip my speech in this House in September

“932. we should be failing in our duty if we did not
ensure to the best of onr ability, not merely that civil

disobedicnee was brought end, but that there should

be no chanee of revi ‘Thus though the ban on

purely Congress ors moved, we could not

take the risk of alle @ those more revolu-

tionary crganisatior

though working at ong

tion with its objects.

special powers which

with the movement |

Governnients by the

Provineial Legislatures fin has thus fallen, I

hope finally, on the echénce movement and one

of the objects of the poliey which I indicated in September
3932 has been achieved. That happy result I do not

attribute so ich to the action taken by Government as

to the sturdy good sense of the mass of the people of India

whose representatives you are and whose opiuions you

refleet. They recounise that true progress cannot be

secured by carrying on an unmeaninge and futile struggle

with constitutional authority or by revolutionary methods.

There is now T think throughout the country a genera)

recognition of the truth that the right road to progress is

not through coercion or mass action ; and it is because of

this that [ have the confident hope that civil disobedience

will not or cannot be revived. The problems before us

social, economic and political, are many, but a solution ean

; epuld we give up the

dd necessary for dealing
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be found to these difficult problems if all classes of political

thought in the country devote themselves to the task in a

spirit of friendly co-operation.

Once again I can chronicle a further improvement

in the terrorist situation in Bengal, but incidents such

as the dastardly attack on His Excellency Sir John

Anderson show that the terrorist organisation, though o1

the whole greatly weakened, is still strong in some places,

and that we are not irs the danger of isolated

outrages whether the 8 ten of attacks on Govern-

ment officers or , attacks on persons

wholly unconnected ent with the object of

obtaining funds te & sent alive. But that

attack on Sir John’ ovidentially wholly un-

suceessful, undoubtedly effect of rousing public

opinion against terra aps nothing else could

have done and calle i sides condemnation

of the eult of assassi t the most satisfactory

feature of the last f has been that there are

distinct signs that a défpitestand against terrorism would

be welcomed in many quarters where in the past it might

have been regarded as anti-national. The Provincial

Councils of Bengal and of Assam have passed by large

majorities the legislation which the Local Governments

considered necessary for dealing with this evil, and you,

gentlemen of the Central Legislature, have also accepted

the legislation which we had to put before you to supple-

ment the local Acts. But outside the Legislature also

public opmion is strengthening, and I trust that the

appeal recently issned by leaders of all shades of opinion

in Bengal and the Conference which they are summoning

will result in practical steps being taken to create a

healthier atmosphere in Bengal and to prevent the youth

of the Province from being contaminated with these
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dangerous ideas. In this they will, I know, receive all

possible support from His Excellency Sir John Anderson

and his (tovernment, who recognise that legislation and

police action will not by themselves eradicate this hideous

evil ; public opinion alone ean do that, and I am glad to

see that so many of those in a position to guide that

qpinion in Bengal have now realised their responsibilities

and have come forward openly with constructive sug-

gestions for the protection of the youth of their Province

from the insidious app f the terrorists by provid-

ing them with wid of useful service for

their country.

Next year we ¢

versary of the accessic

King-Emperor, and i

invitation from His 3

official representative

tions in Jiondon.

rating the 25th Anni-

rone of His Majesty the

ivad and accepted an

rnment to send certain

join in the celebra-

My Government are now in communication with Local

Governments and Rulers of Indian States as to the hest

and most fitting manner in which this auspicious occasion

should be recognised in India. The King-Emperor has

been pleased to intimate that it is His Majesty’s desire

that celebrations should be on a local basis and that His

Majesty’s subjects should, wherever practicable, have the

opportunity of observing the occasion near their homes.

It is His Majesty’s express wish also that celebrations

should be as simple as possible and that all undue

expenditure should be avoided. I feel sure that, when

the time comes, the Princes and people of India will

loyally comply with His Majesty’s wishes and at the same

time join with their fellow-citizens throughout the length
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and breadth of the British Empire in celebrating the

Silver Jubilee of our beloved Sovereign’s reign.

I think you may expect me to give you some account

of the impressions I have brought back here, as a result

of my two months’ visit to England, and of the general

atmosphere towards the Retorims Scheme which has been

under consideration for some years and is now reaching its

final stages.

Tt. will, I am snare, |

Parliamentary procedds

possthle for me thi

to what reconnmende

Committee of Parhax

ean I set your minds a

of the Report, for ns

that point when I iett

dispersed for the suny

in October in order té

Parhament is prorezue

fous to you all, knowing

“tg, that it would not be

ocast Information as

“of the Joint Select

> contain. Nor again

the date of publication

6h Had been reached on

ow the Committee has

wil re-assemble early

x to completion before

During my short me I had many oppor-

tunities of meeting and having discussions with all sorts

and conditions of people, with Members of both Houses

of Parhament, with those interested in trade and commerce

and business in India, and with many others, both men

ancl women, who for one reason or another were keenly

interested in Indian affairs. The general impression I

have brought back with me is that the feeling amongst my

countrymen in England is full of good-will and sympathy

for the natarel] aspirations of Indians in regard to political

advance. A deep sense of the responsibility was more-

over evident on all sides in the general anxiety to obtain

first-hand information from those of us who have had the

most recent experience of the affairs and conditions in

this country, I should like to add that T come back with
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feelings of the keenest appreciation, which I am sure will

be shared by every Member of both our Legislative

Chambers and by the public outside, of the untiring

labours which the Members of the Joint Select Committee

have freely and readily given during the past 15 months

to sect:'re a proper solntion of the great problem of Indian

Reform.

One assurance 1 ean confidently give you. When the
New Constitution Bill is passed inte Law, you may rely

on my efforts to ensure. will be lost in earrying

into etfeet as exper ble the intentions of
Parliament as express

1 have spoken of

at this present junets

and who have position

this country have a sxe

coming months it will!

in the highest inter §

us put aside all racial: gach still exist, let us

believe in each other’s ysl purpose to continue

working towards the fulfilment of our cherished hopes {or

the welfare and advancement of this country.

ity of my countrymen

vho live and work here

mee in the public life of

bility too. During the

; guide public opinion

of our people. Jet

I would ask you to look around the world at the

present time, and amid all the troubles, anxieties and

possihl» dangers that we see in many countries and in

diverse lands, we can proudly feel that within the

territories of the British Empire conditions are both sound

and steble, and that we are slowly and steadily recovering

from the world depression which has so seriously affected

us all.

For the greater part of my public life | have served

the British Empire in its outward parts, and far the
greatest number of years of that life have been spent in
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this country which I have always looked upon as my

second Empire home. During that life [ have become

more and more convinced that it 1s by the example of the

friendship and close co-operation within our Empire that

we shall more and more exercise an influence in securing

peace and good-will in what is now a very distracted and

unsettled world.

With this in my mind let my last word to Hon’ble

Members at the close of this Parliament be a heartfeit.

prayer that, as our two races by fate or destiny were

brought together loug years ago to work together for the

development and etfgidia, so in the future, and

particularly in ys that lie before us,

Providence may # de us still to secure the

fulfilment of thas pes and aspirations for

which many of as k for long vears.

MANDI.

His Highness

honour of Their Exe

the toast of his healt

andi gave a Banquet in

t to his State. In reply to

leney the Viceroy said :—

Your Highness, Ladies und Gentlemen,—The strain

and stress of administrative life makes it increasingly

difficult to pay much hoped for visits to, and to renew

valued friendships made in years past with, many

Princes in all parts of India. It is therefore with

particular pleasure that I find myself enjoying Your

Highness’ generous hospitality, finding rest and refresh-

ment amid your picturesque scenery and surroundings,

and receiving from Your Higliness the eordial welcome

whieh you and your subjects have extended to me today.

Her Exccllency’s abounding energy and vitality refused

to be content with the more prosaic method of travel by
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rail and car and her account of her rapid journey through

the glorious scenery of Kulu and the Jalori Pass has

made ine almost wish that I too had dared to cut myself

off from civilisation and the telegraph for a few days

and had accompanied her on a delightful ride. We have

had a glimpse this afternoon of some of the antiquities

of Mandi and we look forward with keen enjoyment of

our visit tomorrow to Rawalsar where, I am told, we

shall find a saered home of religious life in surroundings

of great beauty and interest.

Your Highness’

prominence in rece

suecessful completic:

whereby the waters of v have been harnessed
and led through a gre

to the Punjab, and 1 4

when I had the privil:

huge project by

machinery in motior BY

the opening ceremé think must have felt a

justifiable pride in theskneviedee that it was your State

of Mandi which was providing for the Punjab this great
benefit which I hope may prove to be of inestimable value

to the people of your State and that Provinee. On our

return journey to Delhi I look forward with the keenest

interests to seeing for myself at Jogindernazar some-

thing of the project with which I have had, up till now,

no more than a ‘‘ Pressing the Button ’’ acquaintance.

mber the great occasion

ATR Lahore to start this

Your Highness has been all too generous in giving

me credit for the improvement in political conditions

which is evident in India since T assumed charge of my

high office. I rejoice with Your Highness that the

clouds which then lowered so dark on the horizon have

largely disappeared, and I trust and pray that peace
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and contentment may move and more take the place of

discontent and unrest and that with improving economic

conditions, India may in quiet and constitutional deter-

mination mareh forward to her legitimate goal. In the

Federal plan, to which Your Highness has so sympathe-

tically alluded in terms of approbation for which I thank

you, I believe with Your Highness that the ideal solution

has been found for meeting the needs and aspirations of

an united India—British and Indian—in which the

Indian States must ha important part to play, a

weighty contributic i «& T welcome Your

Tlighness’ consider ts favour,

#

ndly reference to Her

dorse all you say of

lin deeply at heart and

etierment of its people,

children, It will

and to me that our

icient hills and among

« of which she has laida

Your Highness

Excellency, and I «a

her. She has the inte

has given ungrudging

and particularly of

always be a happy :

name will live for ev

the simple hill-folk in

the foundation stone

I listened with great interest to Your Highness’

summary of what you have been able to do for the

advancement of your people since vou have had your

ruling powers, and I congratulate you warmly upon the

successful results of the educational, medical, social and

municipal reforms which you have inaugurated—all

these are of special impostance in these secluded hills

with a primitive population still largely outside ths

march of time, and T know from my politieal officers the

Keen personal interest you yourself take in your adminis-

tration, and the amount of credit attributable to your-

self for the progress for which you provide the motive-

power and inspiration. I much appreciate the reference
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you have made to Sir James FitzPatrick who has for

the last seven years been the guide, philosopher and

friend of the Princes of the Punjab, and whose approach-

ing departure must be a source of regret. to Your High-

ness as it is to me by the fact that on his retirement J am

losing a most able and efficient officer.

And now ladies and gentlemen I ask you to rise with

me and drink long life, happiness and prosperity to our

hosts Their Highnesses #3 i

THE INDIAN

HHRA DUN.

PRESENTATION OF

MILITARY AUA

he time of presenting 18th Novem-

yat Dehra Dun on the 6 1084.
speech :—

His Excellency the ¥

eolours to the Indian Milt

18th November 1934 mud

Gentlemen.—His Mages Sing-Emperor has

been graciously pleased t@: the Indian Military

Aeademy two Colours and in ‘addition a Banner to be
competed for and held by the Champion Company.

I am privileged—as Viceroy—on His Majesty’s

behalf, and by his command, to give them into your

keeping, and into the keeping of your successors at the

Academy, for ever ; to be held by you in great honour,

and treasured as a signal mark of his Royal favour, and

of his deep interest in everything which concerns his

Army in India.

This Academy was instituted in response to the

widely expressed desire that, as a beginning had been

made wih the creation of a purely Indian Army, so

India should possess, as all other countries do, her own
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military college, in which her future officers will be

trained.

My Government desired to ensure that this Academy

should be in no way inferior to similar institutions in the

British Isles and other countries, and I am very glad to

have this opportunity of congratulating the military

authorities on the fact that, in spite of the financial

difficulties of recent years, they have carried out their

part of this poliey offieie well, and that we have

an Academy which : ings and equipment

are concerned will } with similar institu-

tions in other coun n¢ skilled and sympa-

thetic direction of EF Hing, the Commandant,

T am glad to learn 4! ets have made a good

start ; it now restg wi srough the training and

education you reeeis “win future years that

you are well fitted + with the great respon-

sibility of command: ‘ymen in the Defence

Services.

ae

~ Most sincerely J wish you all success in your future

eareers, and trust that you may prove worthy of the

great military traditions and history of your motherland,

and will never do anything which might bring diseredit

on the Military Academy of India.

The Colours I now give into your keeping are not

only a mark of Royal favour ; they are a symbol of com-

mon sacrifiee and common endeavour to be willingly

accepted by those who undertake to defend their King

and Country in the hour of their need.

1 charge you, and those who follow you here, to

remember this, and so conduct yourselves in all your

army service.
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His Excellency the Viccroy made the following speech at

the opening of a Police Conference in the Viceroy’s House,

New Delhi. on the 26th November 1934 :—

Gentlemen,—I am very glad indeed to have this

opportunity of meeting Inspectors-General of Police and

Officers of the Indian Police before you start the work

of your Conference and of weleoming you to Delhi, I

was unfortunately not here when the last Conference of

Inspectors-General took place nearly two years ago, and

though 1 have both before ane ter that Conference

frequently met individy errs, both when

visiting Provinces and uarters, this is

the first occasion for some Tt have met gueh

a representative body. | ke this oppor-

tunity of thanking you, Ge d through you all

the officers and men of the “¢ for all that you

have done for India duri 5. Since I came

back to India as Viceroy we have gone

through very difficult an< You and’ your

men have had to bear the br attacks made upon

Government, and many of no doubt at times

felt apprehensive that the discipline and efficiency of ihe

Foree might be undermined by the constant attempts

that were made to sap their loyalty, by the severe strain

to which they were continuously subjected in dealing with

subversive movements and communal disturbances and

by the unjustifiable attacks that were made upon them

for earrying ont their bounden duty of maintaining law

and order. It is with feelings of great pride that I, as

head of the Government of India, can today warmly con-

gratulate the Police Force on having passed through this

time of trial magnificently ; we owe a very deep debt of

gratitude to the Police of all ranks, from the highest to

the lowest, for as a result largely of their services we have

weathered the storm of civil disobedience, and I can

26th Novem-
ber 1934,
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assert with confidence that after these years of stress and

toil the discipline and efficiency of the Police stand at an

even higher level than they did when that storm broke

on us four years ago.

T should also like to take this opportunity of paying

a very special tribute to the Bengal and Caleutta Police,

and I feel that in doing so I shall have the full support of

those of you who come from other Provinces, for though

all of you have had to deal with difficult problems and

dangerous situations, in no Province has the Police Force

been called upon te varry ach = prolonged struggle

with so desperate a 1 enemy as in Bengal.

It would be out of on this oceasion to

attempt a review of situation in Bengal.

You, gentlemen, kno more about it than I

do. All I will say is a my Government fully

recognise that the mm yement that has taken

place in recent ment he unflinching loyalty

and devotion to duty Police, to the steady

pressure which they Eup against terrorist

organisations and to the anner in which they have

carried into practival effect ‘the consistent policy of His

Exeellency Sir John Anderson and his Government.

While it is true that during my annual visit to Caleutta

T have had opportunities of meeting different, bodies of

the Police there, I would ask the Inspector-General of

the Bengal Police and the Commissioner of the Caleutta

Police to convey to their officers and men my very sincere

appreciation of their invaluable services.

But I must not dilate further on the services of the

Police in recent years, for today we must consider the

future rather than the past. In previous years the main

work of this Conference has been to consider technical

problems of Police work, and these biennial meetings have

given you an opportunity of pooling your experience and
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by interchange of ideas in formal and intormal discus-

sions of developing measures for the improvement of

Police work in your Provinees. ‘This year also you wili

deal with some of these problems, and [| have no doubt

that your discussions will prove profitable. But my main

object iu calling this Conterence at this time is to give

you an opportunity to study among yourselves and with

the officers of my Lome Department some of the problems

with widch we shall be faced when the new Constitution

is brought into effect in the Provinces which, L hope, will

be at no very distant ; ' these problems were

considered at your € most of them have

been discussed at let? last two years by my

Govermnent and by of State with Pro-

vineial Governments. now reached what I

hope is the last. stare und protracted discus-

sions and you now hay ithe Report of the Joint

Select Committee 1 apologise that this

-Confercnee is taking fter the publication

of the Report, and ih a time has been given

you to digest the cont teportant document.

t

I feel sure however that even a preliminary reading

of the Report will have satisfied you that the Joint Select

Committee have considered with the greatest attention

every aspect of the problem of the Police under the new

Constitution, that they were fully alive to the difficulties

of that problem and to the risks involved in the transfer

of law or order, that. they have examined with metieulous

care ths proposals of llis Majesty's Government contained

in the White Paper and have paid full attention to the

views which yon and other officers of the Indian Police

have from time to time pnt forward for their considera-

tion. ‘To make only one quotation from the Report, they

have recognised ‘‘ that it would indeed be disastrous if in

any Province the Police Foree, to whose constanev and



38 Speeches by the Earl of Willingdon.

Opening of the Police Conference.

diseipline in most difficult circumstances India owes 2

debt not easily to be repaid, were to be sacrificed to the

exigencies of a party or to appease the political suppor-

ters of a Minister’. They have framed their proposals

with the purpose of avoiding this risk, and have made

special revcommendations with the object of maintaining

the Inspector-General as the effective head of each

Provincial Police Force in all that relates to internal

organisation and discipline. Iu this and other vital

respects they have strengthened the safeguards for the

transfer of law and : von will have found that

they have dealt at k roblem of terrorism

and such important ins as the protection

of Police Agents a ation of Intelligence

between the Centre ces. | am able, with

the authority of the sé State, to give you an

assurance that His Maje ament cordially accept

all the recommendatial ‘Committee have made
in regard to these y 1 | have mentioned

aud are determined ¢{ Provision necessary to

implement them in ths tution,

IT need not go into further detail. That task I will

leave to my Home Member, Sir Henry Craik, and it will

be for you now, with his help, to study the reeommenda-

tions for yourselves. T hope that this examination will

enable you before you leave to form a complete and clear

idea of all their implications. I do not ask you to record

your opinion on these proposals, still less do T ask you to

record your approval of them. But I trust that, having

formed a clear idea yourselves, you will on your return

to your Provinees be in a position to explain the Report

in its bearing on the Police to your officers and men go

that there may be no anxiety among them based on any

possible misunderstanding. If you are satisfied, as I
hope you will be, that the recommendations of the Com-
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mittee have strengthened the position of the Police, and

that all that is possible has been done to protect the Force

from political interference, | trust you will give currency

to your views and thereby establish among your officers

and men a feeling of confidence.

There is however another more definite task before

you. [ have referred already to the recommendations

taade by the Committee with the object of maintaining

the Inspector-General as the effective head of each Pro-

vincial Police. In considering this aspect of the problem,

the Committee have heel: impressed by the import-

ance of the beady « fnuwn as Police Rules

which govern largels ation of the Foree.

To quote from thei he subject-matter of

some of the Rules is sé e#il-being of the Police

Force that they ought * opinion, to be amended

without the Governer’s -and the same considera-

tion applies a furti: nemselves which form

the statutory basis yur aim should be to

ensure that the inte ab and discipline of

the Polive eontinne ta fed by the Inspector-

General and to protect both him and the Mimisters them-

selves from political pressure in the vital field ’’.

For some time past you and your Tocal Governments

have been examining the existing Rules to see how far

those now in forve secure the object of the Committee

and whether they need amendment to make the Police

as far as practicable a self-contained Force. Much of

the work connected with the revision of the Rules has

already heen done, but a discussion round a table will

enable you to interchange ideas, to profit by the expezi-

ences of other Provinees and to sec whether the revision

which you have already made is sufficient. The matter

is urgent. for it is desirable that any change of system or

further amendment. of the Rules that may be necessary

wa
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should be brought into effect before the new Constitution.

[ hope that, before the Conference is ended, you wil) have

arrived at a final opinion as to the form the Rules should

take in your Provinees and will be in a position to put

any further suggestions which you may consider neces-

sary before your Local Governments.

That, gentlemen, in brief is the work that I am

asking you to do. I recognise as fully as you do that:

the mere creation of a suitable system on paper, how-

ever strongly it may be safernarded, will not in itself

lead to the maini present high standard of

efficiency and dy ndian Police, As was

pertinently stated: fandum presented to the

Joint Select Comm ndian Police Association,

“Our first line 0! inst the undermining of

Police discipline rm ood sense of the new Gov-
ernment and our ow ico influence them by con-

stitutional means } fully endorse and I

have the fullest ir. the difficult period of

transition that 1 .. You and your successors

in the key post of 18 éneral of Police will do all

in your power to ensure the smooth working of the Con-

stitution without in any way sacrificing the efficiency or

contentment of the Police, which is 80 vital to the success

of this great experiment.

Gentlemen, I thank you for attending this Confer-

ence and trust you will both enjoy, and profit by, your

visit to Delhi.

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE ASSOCIATED CHAMBERS OF

COMMERCH, CALCUTTA.

In opening the Annual Meeting of the Associated Cham-

bers of Commerce, Calcutta, on the 17th December 1934, His
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Exeellency the Viceroy made the following speech +

AMr, President, Your Excellency and Gentlemen,—I

thank you most cordially for the warmth of the weleome

you have extended to me this morning. May I say that

for my part [ am delighted to have this opportunity of

meeting once again the members of the Associated Cham-

bers, for I think J can claim that, realising as I do the

efose connection between the contentment of a country

and the prosperity of her trade and commeree, I

have spared no pains duri he years that I have held

my high office to intege ag every possible way in

all matters connects se and = finanee, I

therefore look for during my visit to

Calcutta, to gaining ormation from you,

gentlemen, on the ra the commercial situa-

tion, and I hope that, s you will credit me with

pressing forward to y ability the examina-

tion of any measure considered to be for

the benefit of the ial welfare. At all

events vou may be vwatters are constantly

in my mind, for I koewerfallysthat the well-being of a

large proportion of the population of this great country

is dependent, to no small extent, upon the prosperity of

her trade.

Last year I gave you a eomprehensive account of

the outlook, as I saw it then, with regard to such matters

as affect the business community in India. This year J

propose to be more brief because my many preoccupations

of the past few weeks, with regard to which | shall have

more to say upon another oceasion during my stay in

Calcutta, have occupied my mind so fully that I have had

but little time in which to prepare my speech today. And

therefore, while I propose to say little this morning with

reference to the Joint Select Committee’s Report, after

listening to your remarks, I can’t refrain from expressing
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the profound hope that your anticipation as to ihe general
verdict that may be given to its proposals by your im-

portant Association will prove entirely correct.

The year which has just passed has been less remark-

able than its predecessor in regard to India’s trade rela-

tions ‘with other countries. Though the Indo-Japanese

Trade Convention and Protocol were not formally signed

until May, they have been in actual operation since agree-

ment on essentials was reached by the two Delegations in

the month of January. It may yet be too early to offer a

final opinion, but my elieve that the Agree-

ment has achieved it& aly, the restoration of

more normal conditis? L trade of India and

Japan and the re-ssi f friendly relations

between the two count? te of interest to this

Association to know th vernment of Italy have

expressed a desire ic # Delegation to India

with a view to discus

lems of Indo-Italian:

causing some concer an foreign exchange

position. The situation ‘are and it is not yet

apparent to what extent India’s export trade is likely to

be affected by the new German regulations which recently

came into foree. JI can, however, give the fullest assur-

ance that the situation is receiving our closest attention,

er which has been

In pursuance of the policy of international eo-epera-

tion, my Government have ratified the International Con-

vention for the Safety of Life at Sea and the International

Convention respecting Load Jines, which were coneluded

m 1929 and 1930 respectively. The Conventions ‘will

come into force in British India on the Ist January 1935,

On the same date the Simla Rules, which modify certain

provisions of the Safety of Life at Sea Convention in so

far as they apply to ships carrving large numbers of un-

herthed passengers or pilgrims, will also come into force.
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The Satety of Lite at Sea Convention prescribes uni-

form standards for adoption by all contracting Govern-

ments as regards the construction, life-saving appliances,

radio equipment aud other matters affecting the Safety

of Life at Sea, while the Load Line Convention similarly

prescribes uniform principles and rules with regard to

the limits to which ships on international voyages may be

teaded. The standards laid down in these Conventions

constitute a marked advance on those obtaining at

present, Vv

the Tea Restriction

it is needless for me

‘hk have acerued to the

me. J would however

congratulating those

jeh the scheme has been

~eratifying to note that

he operations of the

sost non-existent. It

It is now over

Scheme was put int

to point to the materi

Indian Tea Industry

like to take this opp

responsible on the suce¢

administered in India

the necessity for in

Licensing Committee

was to u great exten} i € of the Tea Restriction

Scheme which influsacef ary srument to lend its sup-

port to the International Agreement for the control of the

production and export of rubber, and though the eireum-

stances of the two industries are not identical, it ig our

earnest hope that the iatter scheme of international co-

operation ‘will be as successful as its forerunner and result

in a much-needed measure of prosperity to the rubber in-

dustry in India and Burma.

“ In my last address to vour Association I referred to

the suceess achieved by the Indian Mercantile Marine

Training Ship ‘‘ Dufferin ’’ in turning out young officers

for the Indian Mercantile Marine. Emeouraged by this

stiecess we have decided to extend the seope of the train-

ing given on board, which has hitherto been directed to-

wards the production of Mercantile Marine officers on the
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executive side only, and from the beginning of next year

the ‘‘ Dufferin ’’ will have among her cadets a number of

Engineer cadets who, after three years’ preliminary train-

ing on the ship, followed by practical training at work-

shops in India, will in due course be qualified to take up

appointments as Engineer Officers in the Indian Merean-

tile Marine. We have received assurances from envineer-

ing firms and shipping companies in India regarding the

workshop training and subsequent employment of the

Engineer cadets trained e ‘‘ Dufferin ’’, and I take

this opportunity to Hanks to them for their

co-operation in this

Striking eviderice

interests in India attad:

furnished by the fact

pression of recent yea

increase in the traff

Government propose

development of a ire

centres in this court?

hat business and other

ik telephone system is

ite of the economic de-

een a very substantial

by that system. My

e their policy of

‘tween all important

In the field of Civil Aviation you are aware that we

have recently undertaken a notable programme for the

development of ground organisation. The Staff of the

Civil Aviation Department is devoting all its energies to-

wards securing the rapid completion of the more urgent

part of the scheme, and we can look forward confidently

to an early and marked improvement in the facilities

afforded alone India’s main air routes.

The most important developments since T last ad-

dressed you have been the inauguration by Indian National

Airways early this month of an air mail service between

Karachi and Lahore and the duplication of Indian

National Airways service between Calcutta and Rangoon.
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Although the saving in time which the first of these ser-

vices provides is not ineconsiderable, the experience it is

hoped to gain during the initial stages of operation and

the development of night landing facilities along the route

should produce further acceleration.

The second development I have mentioned provides,

in conjunction with the Indian Trans-Continental Air-

Ways’ ¢xisting service, three services weekly between

Calcutta and Rangoon—a frequency equal to that of the

existing surface tratis The saving of two

days in transit bet nd Rangoon should

prove of great vali the two cities.

As yon are donk rom statements which

have recently appeare ss, 4 still more striking

development is in ind out, namely, the dupli-

cation of the air mail yeen Croydon and Cal-

cutta,

s

3 iopments, a step in the

cheapening of the air: eon taken in the reduc-

tion in air mail charee by ian Posts and Telegraphs

Department on letters from India, and by the British

Post Office on letters to India. I hope that these reduc-

tions will be only a prelude to further reductions, which

will enable the public. and more especially that part of it

which vou represent, to avail itself more freely of the

advantages of the rapid interchange of business communi-

cations, to which the commercial community rightly

aitaches such great mmportanee,

Snaultaneously

I referred Jax{ year to the important Road-Rail Con-

ference held in April 1933, and the subsequent discussions

between the Government of India and Local Governments.

A further step forward will be taken next month when a

Transport Advisory Council will meet for the first time.
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This will consist of the Members of my Government con-

cerned, sitting with provincial Ministers and their ad-

visers, Its discussion will cover a wide range, and will,

I hope, crystallise policy in some matters and indicate

others which can be further investigated with advantage.

It is hoped that the Council will have yearly meetings and

that it will provide close and regular contact between the

Centre and the Provinees, for if must not be supposed

that the problems with which it will be faced are capable

of easy solution. TF am glad to have this opportunity of

expressing my pleasure iness which all Local

Governments have g ting with us in the

search for a progre: ad and rail develop-

ment, which is so baé a country in which

distances are as great iu India, and TI trust

that even at its first wi Transport Advisory

Council will be able ¢ anil schemes of develop-

ment which will be of e and will also be a

sound basis for futr

Much has been « Question of bringing all

matters concerning conpydtik a one portfolio,

both at the Centre and in the Provinees. Tn the Pro-
vinees the principal difficulty has hitherto been the con-

stitutional division of subjects between the Reserved and

Transferred sides, but we are now assured that, when that

obstacle disappears, Local Governments will consider the

possibility of making such adjustment as is compatible

with a proper distribution of ‘work. At the Centre we

have found certain practical diffieulties, whieh are now

engaging our attention.

At the last budget session a Resolution was adopted

by both Chambers of the Indian Legislature extending,

without limit of time, the duration of the Central Road

Account, and at the same time expanding its seope to

inelude the development of rural and marketing facilities.
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The portion of this account placed at the discretionary

disposal of the Government of India was increased from

10 to 1 per cent. his reserve has been and is being

utilised 10 make grants for many roads and bridges which

are important links in our chain of road communications

and which without assistance from the reserve would, in

all probability, not have been constructed for many years

to Gome. We have also been able to defray the cost of a

comprehensive survey of road development in Sind, and

a similar survey for certain.gf the Eastern States and

parts of Orissa has ndertaken.

This is hardly

the engineering prob

struction and majnten

no more about then; th

countries in the wertd

those thut arise in

motor traffic with

their narrow iron tyr

or me to enlarge on

au the economical con-

in India, I will say

yerts all agree that few

with such ditficulties as

‘ combination of fast

w bullock carts with

Wers naturally vary in

different parts of Frc heavy have much in common,

and if the Indian Roac gress, which was inangnrated

a few days before I left, Delhi, takes permanent form, it

should be able to render material help in forwarding their

solution.

rns

JOTI

You will no doubt expect from me some reference to

the existing economic position and some attempt to pro-

ject myself into the future.

The first and most outstanding point is that the

credit of India stands higher than it has done for 20

years. For the first time since 1896 the Government of

India have issued a loan on a 3 per cent. basis and this

now stands at over par. It is true that this was a com-

paratively short-term issue, but the medium and long-dated

loans are all at prices which show a vield to redemption
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of something not very much above 3 per cent. There are

of course a number of causes for this improvement of

eredit, most of them extremely satisfactory, one of them

less so, The main causes no doubt are the improvement

in the political condition of India and the sound financial

policy pursued by my Government during the last three

or four years. On the other hand, these factors by them.

selves could not have raised the prices of our securities to

their present level but for the low rates prevailing in

London, and these are duexta the abundance of money

seeking a home in } heeause of the com-

paratively small de commodation in the

world at large, and of unsettled political

and monetary conditi y quarters. That the

demands for money fo

not so heavy as we shd

prising, for apart fre

in all parts of the we

placed upon trade in

bitions and exchange ¢

¢ see them is not sur-

ed political conditions

‘¢ everywhere being

tariffs, quotas, prohi-

But if the high level of Government loans is in part

a reflection of the limited demand for trade loans, it must

not be assumed that India is still in the trough of the

depression. It is quite true that recovery is not as rapid

as we might wish, but there are definite signs that it is in

process. The weekly figures of Railway earnings show

that Railway Traffic has been on a considerably higher

level during the current year than it was in the corres-

ponding period of last year. The figures of external

trade, both imports and exports, are a distinct improve-

ment on those of last year. The general level of industrial

production appears to be higher than it was in 1933.

For the nine months up to September 1934 the indigen-

ous production of mill-made cotton piecegoods showed an
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inereass of 156 million yards over fhat of the correspoud-

ing period of 1933, and uo doubt thiy increase would

have been much greater but for the strike in Bombay

during April. and May. Iron and Steel manufactures

show a very cousiderable increase, and improvement is

noticeal-le also in cement, kerosene and petrol, and coal.

These are encouraging siens, and when we add to

these the fuel ihat in a uumber of prigary commodities

there hes been a distinet recovery from the disastrously

low level of prices to wha “altiivater had been sub-

jected, I think it can th-confidence that India

bas passed the low econonue ¢risis and

that some sort of up t is in evidence.

ss “* how far will this

ure a ntunber of people

self independent eco-

I do not take that

definite limits to

dently of that of the

rest of the world, We refpee, vitally interested in

the recovery of the rest of the world.

_. The important th

upward nuvement ge

who think that India

nomically of the rest

view. [ believe the

India’s jower of re

Bs

Por the world at large 1 doubt if recovery will go

very far until two changes have oceurred : the first, the

restoration of sume measure of political stability and con-

fidence ; the second, the removel of a large number of the

restraints which now exist upon the exchange of commo-

dities and services.

To take the second point first, it is clear to me that

the prosperity of India must, for many years to come,

depend upon her ability to increase her sales abroad of the

raw materials and foodstuffs which she sv abundantly

produces. Tt is true that this can, to some extent, be
done by promoting the efficiency of her agricuiture and

marketing (including transport).
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But it depends much more upon the extent to whieh

other nations of the world are willing and able to aecupt

India’s products. And this in its turn depends, to a

very considerable extent, on India’s willingness to accept

their goods in retiun. The aceeptance of imports from

other countries is not necessarily an evil, it may very well

mean an increasing capacity on the part of other countries

to buy India’s goods, and if so, the total volume of trade

in both directions is increased, and the standard of pros-

perity of the world at large is enhanced.

As regards my fi

ance, I feel that

should do much te ¢

to the law of the faz

magnitude. Surely i

upward movement to

no small measure dt

which this country

hope that such stab

umely, political disturb-

he last two years

yuillity and obedience

Homie asset of the first

‘ation to Say that the

© already referred is in

tle political conditions

ijoyed. I confidently

wit will be my eon-

stant endeavour to se and that a general

determination to worl ws, Which are now in

process of being passed into law in England, will result

in a continued revival cf trade with mereasine prosperity

for the country, whieh will then be in a hetter position

to stand the financial strain which the first stage—the

introduction of Provincial Autonomy-——must impose.

There is one important development that the coming

year has in store, viz., the institution of the Reserve Bank

of India, The importance of this in the commerelal and

financial life of India can scarcely be over-estimated.

Indians of every community as well as Huropeans should

work for its success, and it is not altogether an idle dream

to hope that it may come to oceupy the position in the

economic life of India that the Bank of England does in
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that of Great Britain and the Empire and the world

generally.

It. is a source of great satisfaction ty me—as I am

sure it must be to all of you—-to know that Sir Edward

Benthall has agreed to serve as a Director of the Bank.

T have told you that on this oceasion IT do not pro-

pose io touch on the general aspects of the scheme of

Constitutional Reform, brut T will make a brief exception

as regards commercial..9%4 rms of discrimination,

since this is a quest ng that heritage of

trade end industry } xy your predecessors

and worthily and ho aimed by yourselves.

Trade relations ar

trust and goodwill.

tion to judge than

Committee’s Report £

It is a principle whisk

he the first to endarse,

a matter of confidence,

ene is in a better posi-

fp my reading of the

h is fully appreciated.

you would vourselves

The Committee have recognised that when we move

from one svetem of Government to another, when power

passes to new hands, doubts may arise of the uses to

which that power may be put, For that reason they have

come to the conelusion that in matters of your trade, your

industrs and generally your commercial activities, the

Constitution Act cannot he silent. You wish to know

where you stand. So too do your friends in the Indian

business community wish to know their own pos'tion.

Therefore—and JI qnote the Committee’s own words—

they recommend certain provisions in the Constitniion :

‘S for the double purpose of facilitating the transition

from the old to the new conditions and of reassuring

sensitive opinion on both sides ’’. It is m no partisan
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spirit that the Committee have approached this question.

They have been charged with a responsibility to ensure

fair terms to all interested parties, and J read the recom-

mendations in their report as actuated by that motive,

You have not claimed, and do not desire, a privileged

position. What you require is freedom to pursue your

various enterprises in the normal conditions of commerce

and industry, without fear that vou may he put out of

action by restriclions directed against yourselves as a

community. The Joint Committee lave been concernerl

to secure that you she Jer no unfair handi-

eap, and that full ; iven to your ability

to contribute to the 3 this country by your

powers of organisatio wWieal equipment and

your control of all th eience can add to our

amenities. On the uthe + obstruction is placed in

the way of the devel agsion of Indian industry

in Indian hands in ich they can, I hope,

have no grievance i you no grievance

against them. My ow? of the future is of a

vast field open for dev. which the help you can

give to the Indian business community will not be not less
welcome than the help which you will derive from them.

On your joint contributions the country will rely for the
attainment of its commercial and industrial advanee.

fae

And now, gentlemen, T leave you to discuss the many

important items on your agenda. T have spoken today of

an upward movement in trade, towards which the eyes

not only of the Commercial Communities. but also of the

Government and the whole country are eagerly turned.

T trust that no elond will arise to dim that vision and that

all classes and communities of this great country wil] join

in promoting peaceful and constitutional progress during

the fateful months that lie ahead of ua.
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The European Association of Caleutta entertained His

Exeelleney the Viceroy to a dinner on the 19th December 1934

and proposed his health. In reply to the toust His Exeelleney

made the following speech :—

It is hardly necessary to sav that it is a very real

pleasure to my wife and myself to find ourselves enjoy-

ing onee again the hospitality of the members of the
European Association, an organisation which has been

in existence for many years and whose principal duty

and purpose is to guard and seenre the varied interests

and activities of many of tlotrymen, who are

chiefly engaged in trade ui parts of India.

1 gratefully thank you # af your welcome

to-night and particularly for the delightful

and most generous terms i} have proposed the

health of my wife and ri

distinguished company.

s on an oceasion

of this kind I should ro with any remarks

of a serious characte atmosphere is so

tharged with politics in these days and members of this

Association are so keenly interested in the political

situation that I venture to ask vou to allow me to detain

you for a few minutes in order that I may /place before

you my views on the Report of the Joint Committee on

the Indian Constitutional Reforms which has recently

heen published and which jis the result of the carnesi

deliberations of a very distinetiished body of my country-

men with wide experience of publie life, many of them

with practical knowledge of admimistration in India.

But before doing so let me express my gratitude to

you, Sir, for having so very frankly put before us:

to-night the general views of your Association on the

aceeptance of this-

19th Decom.

ber 1934.
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Report, I was very glad to hear your statement that

to use your own words ‘‘ the scheme embodied in the

Report is satisfactory ; that the recommendations of the

Report form a reasonable basis on which to frame the

Act which will give to India her new Constitution, a

Constitution which will achieve a notable step towards the

ultimate goal which is envisaged in the Preamble to the

Act of 1919—vesponsible Government in British India as

an integral part of the British Empire ”’

This I assure you is a most heartening and encourag-

ing statement to the Ge xi of India and to His

Majesty’s Government: yu were equally frank

in telling us that yor ritical of the Report

on certain matters ¥ eferred to, and that

you proposed at +} : to. press your views

before Parliament, w! 32 you are perfectly

justified in doing.

aa

this is not the time

. discussion on the

‘ht lead to, I’m sure,

a very friendly, but 2 ime a somewhat lengthy

exchange of views whi¢ s x¢ found rather tedious

by this distinguished company. No, Sir, my remarks

to-night will refer little to details, for I wish to express

my general views on the main proposals that the Report

contains and how I consider they will affect all classes and

conditions of people who live and work in this

eountry.

I am sure you 7%

or place for me ta

points you have rai

We are approaching, T hope, the end of the pro-

longed discussions on the future Government of India

and although much work still remains to be done, His

Majesty’s Government are determined to do all that is

in their power to ensure that there will be no undue

delay in passing into law the Bill whieh will shortly be

laid before the House of Commons, while I and my
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Government out here in India will push on with all the

ineastires whieh are neeessiry preliminaries to the

inauguration of the new constitution. A bill of this

magnitude and importance must necessarily be subject
to most careful and detailed consideration by Parliament,

and it is a matter of the greatest satisfaction that, as

the results of the recent debates in both Houses, a large

majority of members accepted the advice of these British

statesmen who aiter ihe closest consultation with repre-

sentatives of public opinion in this country have embodied

their conclusions in that ieal Goeument, the Report

of the Joint Parliarg

As is inevitabl

views have been’ ex;

in India those whe,

appear at times to be

result, of co-operation

India has arisen to §

They heave advocate:

adopted the policy

cniroversies, extreme

a2 one hand we have

attention to history,

the fact that it is as a

ain and India that

rnich she now enjoys.

a the past and have

e Independence ’’. In

pursuit of that polie at times followed the

most unconstitutional methods, but the methods of boyeott,,

non-co-operation and civil disobedience have now been

given up, I trust, finally, and I weleome the return to the

Central Legislature of the representatives of the Congress

Party who have been successful at the recent election,

for eloser association with Government and with its

problems and diffieulties will, I hope, make them realise

that all of us whatever our political views or whatever

our position arefequally eager for the advaneement of this

great country to its promised goal,

8

At the other extreme thore are those who, while not

advocating any repudiation of the ideal set out in 1919

of the progressive realisation of responsible Government

in British India as an integral part of the Empire, are



56 Speeches by the Earl of Willingdon,

.Huropean Association Dinner at Calcutta,

apprehensive that progress is too rapid and that the

advancement which is now proposed will not result in the

good government of the vountry nor conduce to the

strength and prosperity of the Empire. Those who hold

these views seem to have their eyes too much focussed

on the past and to overlook the developments of the last

quarter of a century and the growth during that period
of a great spirit of nationalism in India. Between these

two extreme views it is my confident belief that a large

niajority of pubhe opinion. both in this country and my

own, while for different y may not agree with

these proposals in 1 e ready to support

them inthe belief fair, just and well-

balanced effort to cde wwifold difficulties and

intricate questions fional reform in India

necessarily involves.

Many of you have

care or at least the a

proposals which sur

the reasons underly?

tudied the Report with

hietion to the detailed

vm and gives concisely

nendations. You will

have seen that the C eshave steered the middle

course.’ They have recognised the danger both of rash-

ness and over caution, and in the constitution which they

have recommended have propounded a scheme of

evolutionary constitutional development, a scheme designed

both to work suecessfully in India as it is to-day and to

contain in itself the seeds of further growth.; With this

object. in view they have stressed the need for flexibility

so that opportunity may be afforded for a natural process

of evolution with a minimum of alteration of the eonstitu-

tional framework. It will, I think, be agreed that the

constitutional framework is sound.

From these proposals will be framed a measure

which for the first time contains complete autonomy in

the Provinces and a very large extension of the franchise,
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both male and female, to what we have had hitherto.

And -n the Centre too the administration under. the

Governor General will become largely autonomous, which

to my mind is one of the most important proposals of

them all, for, speaking with some experience I have long

been convinced that the present system of having a non-

official majority with an irremovable executive is a

temptation io that majority to be apt to be irresponsible

in their actions in the Legislative Assembly and is the

worst possible training in Parliamentary life. Yes, and

they contain for the fi the great purpose of pro-

ducing an all-Indis , s possibility of which

was brought about: ive made by the

representatives of + Kirst Round Table

Conference, an ideal ¥ us have had for some

years in our minds a3 ® now trust may come

to fruition, And here uid like to say a very

few words with regard ces, more particularly

so because efforts & on more than one

occasion recently to titude and ho accuse

me and my Politics! at endeavotiring to
coerce, bribe and iitintw *rinces into joining the

Federation. | deny that flatly and absolutely, and

furthermore I am certain that every Prince in India wilk

endorse what I say. My attitude has been—and will

continue to be—that I have advised those Prinees who have

sought my advice to enter into this great Federal scheme

providel that their legitimate aspirations are met by

the provisions of the Bill, for I honestly and sincerely

believe that their entry will be not only to their own

advantage but for the benefit of India as a whole. Adviec,

however, is not eoercion ‘or mtimidation and whereas no

pressure has been brought in the past, so will no pressure

de brought in the future—either by myself or by the

officers of my Political Department—to eoerce or intimidate

the Prmces with regard to the important decision

at
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which they must shortly take. But 1 trust and hope that

when the Bill is laid on the table of the House of

Commons they will find that their position will be

adequately safeguarded and that they will therefore stand
by the promises and assurances given by their repre-

sentatives at the First Round Tabie Conference to be a

willing partner in an all-India Federation.

There is one point of detail, liowever, to which 1

feel J must rdfer tonight. You, members of the

European Association in Bengal, have naturally been

specially interested in the problem of law and order and

in the provisions that-ha made for dealing with

the menace of te rlunately still over-

hangs this Presidene! are satisfied with the

proposals put forw: wamittee after a full

consideration of the liits aspects and of the

opinions and suggesti vuur representatives and

others have put forw: dave introduced further

safeguards and their on Criticised on this

ground. But I sing necessity for using

these safeguards will here are already most

reassuring signs that wi in Bengal is setting

against the terrorist movement and | trust that the first

Ministers in this Presideney will shoulder the responsibility

which is put upon them and with the full sup-

port. bf the services of the Crown will deal with this

problem as efficiently as it has been dealt with by the

present Government of Bengal. But should my optimism

be misplaced, should conditions he sueh as to render the

use of these safeguards inevitable, you may rest assured

that they ‘will be brought into effect and that nothing

will be done which will eause conditions in Bengal (o

deteriorate. The provision of ‘ saferuards’ ‘has evoked

more criticism than any other part of the constitutional

proposals and even though the Committee have given what

to my mind are most convineing arguments in support
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of these proposals, they are often misrepresented and

many eritics tend: to overlook that important passage in

the report in which the Committee point out that ‘‘ these

safeguarés are not only not inconsistent with some form

of respon sible government, but in the present circumstances

of India it is no patadox to say that they are

the necessary complement to any form of it, without

which it could have little or no hope of suecess 7’. But

this Joes not mean that they will be in constant use,

As Governor General of Canada many powers were

entrusted to me which . _ bad occasion to use, If

all goes svell—and enough to hope that

it will—there will : for using them in

this eourtry. But rere in reserve, and

if the necd to bring ¢ t should unfortunately

arise, they will be re: i and will be used not
merely to prevent any ng in chaos or anarchy

but to prevent any én of the administrative

machine which work 2 crisis. I have lived

and worked — for a India and can

remember well the cir urrounding the diseus-

sions on the Montegn- Reforms Scheme which

took place nearly 17 years ago and can honestly say that

to my mind the proposals zontained in the Report are an

immense adyanee towards responsible Government on the

provisions contained in that measure.

lL don’t think that anyone will doubt my sineerity

of purpese during all the years T have lived in this

country, My constant effort has always been to move

India forward until she achieves her eveat desire to arrive

at a complete position of equal partnership within the

Empire with the other Dominions under the Crown ; for

I have always held that the nationals of any country are

fully justified in claiming that they should have the

control of the administration of their own home land as
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soon as they are ready to undertake the Zull responsibility.

I would ask my Indian friends to remember a fact that.

we all too often forget that there have been sudden

revolutionary changes in administration in recent years

in various countries both in the East and West which

have brought about conditions which cause grave anxiety

and consequent economic depression among all countries

in the world, and that there is now more stability in the

countries of the British Empire than can generally be

found elsewhere, and with the recollection bf these facts

I would ask them agsin i 10t wiser to move steadily

with our ultimate g¢ ‘gew, rather than risk

any disaster in ov forward too fast.

There are some, I | re anxious to throw

off at once all outsi< ad wish to arrive at a

position of independen ‘any delay. With some

knowledge of this con 3 sme they are entirely

wrong and I am perfegt that the great majority

of all classes of cug entirely endorse my

opinion.

Let me further sg have always felt very

strongly that during lone years of cldse association, we

British have shared with Indians the great trust and

responsibility for the care and well-heing of the various

and diverse human elements in this land. We are not

going to hand over that responsibility until we can safely

do so, until indeed our Indian fellow citizens are ready

to take the full responsibility for the administration of

their country. And I ask, is that not a reasonable view

and one that is in the best interests of every citizen of

this country ? Is it not true to say that when first our

two races became associated over 100 years ago India was

in « condition of turmoil and unrest ? And may I not

claim that this close association has brought to India

safety from foreign aggression ? Has it not largely saved
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Tndia from the horrors of plague and famine ? Have we

not secured fair administration through the country and

the development of transport by road, rail and air which

has proved an immense benefit to our people, and which

has opened up the possibility of establishing many great

commercial and industrial concerns which have brought

increasing prosperity and employment in their train }

May I not claim too that this has come about in past

years largely owing to the brains and expert knowledge

of thousands of my countrymen who lave for long years

given devoted service tg country during the best

years of their lives ssociation has been of

benefit to India, h benefit been seenred

by the fact that and is becoming an

inereasinzly important tho destinies of a great

Empire, whieh is the : part of the elvilised

world at the present ti

When a report

magnitude, with a

eussion fcr years and}

put forward their viey inevitably happen that

there are many points of detail on which many of us

do not sev eve to eve with the Committee. There is still

ypportunity for those who object to some of the proposals

to press for modification on points of detail But we

mnst take the Report as a whole and the question which

we in India have to decide is what attitude should be

adopted by those in this country who are anxious for its

political advancement. Two alternatives seem ta me ty

present themselves. The first is to accept the report as

laying down broadly the right lines of advanec, Provincial

autonomy, an All-Tndia Federation and a considerable

measure of responsibility at the Centre. The seeond

‘oblem of the greatest

jas been under dis-

ades of opinion have

alternative is a flat and sterile rejection of the scheme,

an attitude which connotes continuing for an indefinite
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period under the existing constitution. We stand at the

parting of the ways. The process of legislation is about

to commence. The question which India has to decide

is which of these two courses is more likely to hold the

cause of India’s freedom in Parliament. To my mind

there ean be but one answer. And so 1 urge all those

who are interested in Reforms to work this Bill when it

passes through Parliament. We may not get all we wish

for, we may not feel satisfied with all its contents, bur I

am certain that if we work it with sincerity and purpose

we shall find that it is a great advanee, a big step forward

towards complete resp y for Indians in India.

OPENING OF SCIENCE CONGRESS,

A.

A opening the Indian Science

3 January 1935 made the

2nd January His Kixeelleney {

1935, Congress at Cateutte

following speech :—

n, Ladies and Gentle-

2 upon which the Indian

Science Congress k aleatta, The first was the

inaugural meeting bel Pfin the rooms of the Asiatic

Society of Bengal. It met again in Calcutta in 1921, by

which date the activities of the Congress had outgrown

the eapacity of the rooms of the Asiatie Society ; and

also in 1928. After the lapse of seven years, it re-

assembles in the great city of its birth. This is a well-

deserved tribute to the intellecttal and scientific attrac-

tions of Caleutta ; but the very periodicity of these

sessions in one centre, however eminent, illustrates ‘the

importance which the Congress attaches to maintaining

touch with the leugth and breadth of India. Thus it is

that you have visited in tnrn Madras, Bombay, Bangalore,

Lahore, Lucknow, Allahabad, Patna and Nagpur. This

is in the fitness of things. It is api to be forgotten that

Your Eeceil

men, -This is the
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India is a Sub-Continent, with many centres of vigorous

and expanding intellectual life. A body, which confines

its activities to any one place, can never achieve that

synthesis of national service which must be the aim of, as

indeed it is the sdle justification for, an all-India

organise tion,

Thceugh your activities thus extend throughout India

and though they indubitably exercise a widespread and

an expending influence, the Viceroy has never yet been

present at one of your mectings. My distinguished

predecessor, Lord Irwin, wassanforimnately prevented by

iliness from being pr J am glad that, in

this respect, | hav ablish a precedent ;

I am confident that joint Patron of this

session of the Oa *Eixcellency Sir John

Andersen, will not geuc « pleasure (which would

otherwise have fallen apening the present

session .nd of affording tlemonstration of the

keen interest which § nment take in your

deliberations.

T am even more ¢ ¥ presence here today

coincides with what may be termed the ‘‘ coming of age ”’

of the Congress. Ladies and Gentlemen, historical

generalisations run the risk of giving an imperfect

expression of the truth. Truth has many facets, and the

greater the brevity of a generulisation, the greater may

be its imperfection ; but I suggest that I run the least

risk of this imperfection in describing our present age

as predominantly the age ot science. Every aspect of

human wctivity bears testimony to this contention, Even

literature has been enriched by the concepts and

terminology of science. Economies and industry depend,

for progress, on its quickening force. Human life has

been shorn of many terrors of disease by the light which

seientific investigation has thrown on their causes and on
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the methods of their prevention and cure. The data of

science have provided new and fascinating material for

those brilliant minds whose speeulations seek the inner

meaning of the nature of life and the universe.

India, the birth-place of philosophy, cannot but

aspire to an active and honourable share in these move-

ments, whether utilitarian or philosophic. But, as I have

already suggested, India is a land of vast distances, and

the isolation of scientific workers presents a grave dis-

advantage ; it is, therefore, at least something that, once

a year, leaders in een enabled to meet

together in order periences and also to

examine and discus: ibutions which have

been made by scienti the common stock of

scientific knowledge. ducere good wishes not

only for the successful of ithe present session,

but also for the futur nt of your Association

which, having corapl gene years of fruitful

activity, now ‘* com n the days that lie

before us, India w aan ever ‘before, your

help and guidance.

Me

me

It may be asked what part does Government play

or propose to play in India’s contribution to science.

Members of the Congress will need no elaborate reminder

of what the Government of India have done and are

doing in this respect. Three Scientific Services, whose

work has won world-wide recognition, owe their inception

and existence to their initiative. I refer to the Geological,

the Meteorological and the Zoological Surveys of India,

Further, the Medical Research Department of the Govern-

ment of India and the Indian Research Fund Association,

which is financed by them, have done much to alleviate

human suffering in combating those fell diseases which

are still so powerful and so destructive. In the promotion

of agricultural research, on whieh the prosperity of our
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agricultural masses so vitally depends, they still take a

useful share through the agency of the Imperial Council

of Agricultural Research. The problems of India’s

forests, a great economic asset. also receive attention in

the laboratories of the Forest Research Institute, Dehra

Dun. Again, a Bureau of Industrial Information and

Research is in the process of formation - and only last

month a Congress of Road Engineers met to devise ways

and means of organising research in problems of road

construction. In modern times, a country without maps

is a ‘‘ dark continent ’ preparation of such maps

has been accepted in: any years past as an

important funetion the topographical

maps of this country ‘vey of India produce,

bear comparison with other country

entral Government’s

in) any spirit of self-

ely to indicate that I

aware of the benefits

scientific research. I

hasten to add that we ue to render assistance

in these directions to such éxtent as our resources permit.

Nor is my aecount in any sense exhaustive of the share

of the State in scientific research. Under our present

constitutional structure, responsibility for many branches

of seientific activity, as, for example, in medicine,

industry and agriculture, rests, within their own. terri-

torial limits, with Provincial Governments. I have not

touched upon their achievements owing to limitations of

time as well as of information.

This enumeration

activities has not be

congratulation ; it }

and my (lovernmen

which should be dez

But. Ladies and Gentlemen, Government can be only

a single factor in what is a nation-wide undertaking.

Scientific research demands the sympathetic interest and

the effective support of all who have India’s welfare at

heart ; of Governments, central and provincial; of
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universities, which must remain the principal homes of
fundamental research ; of pioneers of industrial develop-
ment ; of landed magnates ; and last, but not least, of

scientists themselves. Those private individuals or
organisations, whom fortune has favoured with command
of material resources, van afford the much needed aug-
mentation to the financial assistance rendered by the State
and by Universities. The example of the late Sir Jamsetji
Tata, of the late Sir Tarak Nath Palit, and of the late
Sir Rash Behari Ghose should be an emulous stimulant
to private benefactors. 2%

leaders of science

Scientific work that

activity.

hen ¢an universities and

vich the stream of

s centres of scientific

IT have viewed wit

the growing contact |

practical demands 4

which the liberal

xterest and appreciation

nilfie research and the

ainents of industry, of

n by the Burma Oil

Company towards en of the College of

Engineering in Range 12 recent donation of

Messrs. Steel Brothers:fursresearch in oil technology at

Lahore are outstanding examples—examples which are

also significant of a» growing and beneficial contact

between universities and industry, and which, 1 earnestly

hope, are but the forerunners of a far closer intimacy

between these two in the realm of scientific research.

As for scientists themselves, besides directing the efforts
of others, they can, by team work in the broadest sense

of the word, ensure the maximum of achievement that is

possible within available resources. For, however great

may be the future assistance given by Government and

by private benefactors, it can never be sufficient to satisfy

the ever-increasing demands of scientific research. T

would suggest, therefore, that there is urgent need for an

effective and an economical husbanding of your resources.
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A well-devised co-ordination of secientifie activities has

become imperative ; it is from this standpoint that I

especially welcome the functions and outlook of your

Association.

Members of the Congress, I shall not detain you

longer. I have greatly appreciated the privilege of

inaugurating your proceedings. I shall now leave you

to the more-exacting part of your programme ; I am

confident thai, under the guidance of your distinguished

President, Dr. flutton, whose anthropological researches

have made his name familiar wherever this interesting

and valuable seience is deliberations will be

fruitful to the canse ¥é

BANG

His Highness the Ma

honour of Their Exeelleneic

the toast of his health EH:

Your Highness, &

Your Highness most g

with which you have proz ith of my wife and

myself for the acceptance SF this stistinguished gathering,

to whom our thanks are also due for the cordial manner

in which they have received the toast. The warmth of -

the reception that we have received not only from Your

Highness but also from your subjects in Rewa makes us

all the more delighted that at long last we have achieved

our desire to visit Your Highness in your own home.

A.

a gave a Banquet in 11th January

his State. In reply to

hie Viceroy said :—

wtlemen, 1 thank

r¢ eharming worda

For I think Your Highness is well aware that I have

long been desirous of visiting your State, but unfortunately

it is true that in these strenuous days the Viceroy is

seldom at liberty to follow his own inelinations. The

cares of administration and the necessities of the political

situation have made it difficult for me to leave the head-

quarters of Government and it is a matter of very real
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regret to me to feel that I have been unable to pay visits

to many of your brother Princes, whose friendship I have
the privilege to claim after long years of close association

during my life in different parts of your country. I
sometimes wish we could, at any rate for a short time, go
back to those spacious ‘and more easy-going days when
Viceroys appeared to have ample time to undertake tours
in a leisurely manner.

You have been very generous in your observations

with regard to such humble services; as my wife and I

have rendered to all clagsegeand vanditions of people with

whom we have been ice we have lived in

India. This I can t we have done our

best to deal fairly all, and to show the

keenest sympathy and ine hopes and aspira-

tions of all classes, ani mae to make life happier

and brighter to all the: com we have lived. We

shall, I assure you, 5 « goodwill we have been

shown, and the frien svnade in the course of

our lives amongst vo

I noticed when iste: atecyvour speech that Your

Highness, with what I am sure was a characteristic desire,

to give my mind a rest during my all too short stay as

your guest, carefully avoided all reference to the Reforms

and the future constitution of India. I intend to follow

vour exeellent example. T would umerely say that «an-

questionably difficult times lie ahead—for all of us—I do

not wish to exaggerate or to minimise them—when deci-

sions have to be taken ; but T have a very real belief in

the sound common sense of the Princes and people of

India, and. it is with this belief firmly in my mind that T

look forward with hope and confidence to the future.

It is surely hardly necessary for the Ruler of your

House with a record such as that of your family, to re-

affirm the loyalty that Your Highness and your predeces-



Speeches by the Karl of Willingdon. 69

Banquet at Rewa,

sors have always shown to the Throne and Person of

His Majesty, our Sovereign, but’ I will certainly convey

to His Majesty—expressed in your own words—the feel-

ing of sanctity with which you regard the link which in-

dissolubly binds your House to the Crown and whieh no

change in the Constitution that may take place in the

future shall be permitted te weaken or alter in any res-

pect.

I have Jearnt with much interest the steps Your [igh-

ness is taking to keep yourself and your people abreast

of modern’ movement thr giving them the improve-

ments and advantage id technical education,

and by an alteratic e law which ‘will, Jet

us hope, give incre: and vomfort to your

agricultural classes. large majority of the

population of your 8 athise cordially too

with Your Highne: @ desire to develop more

thoroughly the rich ces of your State of

which you have spolg told us that lack of

railway communica? usly impeded your

efforts. As you are a ust years of depression

have seriously cura av development. L am

hopefur however that we ean icok forward to a return of

better simes in the near future and | can asstire you that

such representations as you may make in regard to any

assistance we can give yon in your efforts will he earefully

and sympathetically considered.

On behalf of all your eudsts assembled round this

table ] wish to express their erateful thanks for your

welcoye and generous hospitalily, May —f particularly

thank you for vour reference to my Political Secretary

Sir Bertrand Glaney whose revognition by Ilis Majesty

in the receni. ILonours List has been a great satisfaction

te all nis friends and a well deserved recognition of lis

services to the country. He aud | have been associated

together in the Political Departinent long enough for ime
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to give Your Highness the assurance that he is determined

to uphold the rights and privileges of the Princes and

that their interests are safe in his hands.

I regret extremely that Colonel MacNabb has, through

_ill health, found it impossible to be with us this evening.

TJ am sure we all trust that a short holiday in England

will completely restore him to health and that he will

return to continue the efficient service which he has given

in earrying out his important duties.

Twentyfive years

significant event inti

more significant 4

May 6th of this

countries that cor

lave as you say, S¥

gress, of civilisatic

ment. His Majsst;

Sovereign, and ha:

constant service f

' the reign of a Sovereign is a

; apy country, and how much

then we realise that on

lebrate this event in all

ish Empire. Those years

tined with a period of pro-

rial and political advance-

i been to us all a trusted

sgnificent example by his

sk his subjects.

Your Highne \ wore express our grateful

thanks for the cordig é you have extended to Her

Exeelleneys and myself and for vour generous hospitality,

of which we shall carry away with us happy memories.

Ladies and Gentlemen, { now ask you to join me in drink-

ing prosperity to the Rewa State and health and good

fortune to our distinguished host His Highness Maharaja-

dhiraja Sir Gulab Singh Bahadur.

OPENING OF THE CHAMBER OF PRINCES.

22nd January His Exeelleney the Viceroy presided) over the Session of

1935. the Chamber of Princes at New Delhi on the 22nd January
1935 and opened the proceedings with the following address :—

Your Highnesses,—This is the third time that I have

enjoyed the privilege of presiding at your deliberations
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in this Chamber, and 1 weleome Your Highnesses more

heartily than ever on this present ocvasion, because for

various reasons a period of nearly two years has elapsed

since the last session took place. But, though there has

been no regular meeting of the Princes’ Chamber during

this long interval, Your Ilighnesses have held many in-

formal discussions amongst yourselves about the all-

important subject which has uever ceased of late to

engage your attention-—-the coustitutional future of India

to which I shall briefly reter later in my remarks, Let

Me commence today ‘ing to the losses that your

Order has sustained , of the last two years.

There are, | regr

Prinees who were :

met, and have singe

F mention is that of His

njlisinhji, Jam Sahib of

April 1933. As 4

fam Sahib attained a

s have equalled. He

served as a member : Committee from its

very beginning until TOS2" “when he was elected

Chancellon ; on no less than tliuree oceasions he represented

the Indian States at the Assembly of the League of

Nations at Geneva. Lis late Highness was made a Major

in His Majesty’s Army in 1914, and he served with the

Expeditionary Force in France, remaining on field service

up to November 1915 ; in recognition of his war services

he was given the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel in 191K

and his salute was raised permanently to 13 guns with

a personal salute of 15 guns ; he was at the same time

granted the title of Maharaja as a hereditary distinction.

The first name 1}

late Highness Maha:

Nawanayar, who d

member of this Chai

prominence that few

v

But it was perhaps as a sportsman and particularly

as one of the greatest and most attractive cricketers that

the world has seen that the late Jam Sahib was most
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widely known to the general public outside this country.

In every walk of life he was a raan who inspired the

affection and regard of all who came in contact with him.

In peace and in war, in the sphere of polities and in the

field of sport, he was an outstanding figure, As une who

was privileged to be on intimate terms with him for many

years, for our friendship began long before [ ever came

to India, [ mourn his loss very deeply, and I am sure

that all those present here today who were fortunate

enough to know His late Highness personally will fully

share the feelings i ha a.

Another sad i

have suffered is by

Saheb of Wadhwan,

of July last at the ¢

eg of Western India

h of the late Thakur

sway towards the end

+ years.

the death of Elis late

as (Junior). His late

title of Maharaja in

Central India has

Highness the Maharaj

Highness was grante¢

1918 for services rex Nection with the War.

He was a man of mos raeter, known far and

wide for his piety and“aee@y"devstion to his faith.

The Punjab Princes have lost a distinguished member

of their Order by the sudden death in Burope of His

Highness the Maharaja of Sirmur., His late Highness

was also given the hereditary title of Maharaja in 1918 in

recognition of his War services ; he was also gazetted an

Honorary Lieutenant-Colonel and he was further rewarded

by the grant of a personal salute of 18 guns in 1981.

To the bereaved relatives of these Princes 1 know thal

you will all join with me in expressing your sympathy,

and I know, too, that we are all united in wishing every

happiness and prosperity to their suecessors.

There are two Princes who by the termination of their

‘minorities have become new members of this Chamber—



Speeches by the Earl of Willingdon. 73

Opening of the Chamber of Princes.

His Hivhness the Raja of Faridkot and His Highness

the Nawab of Janjira. To them also we will all, I am

sure, extend a cordial weleome coupled with the hope

that they will take a constant interest in this Chamber

in all matters that concern the Order of Princes.

Sah: bzada Abdus Samad Khan of Rampur and Rao

Bahadur Sir V. T. Krishnamachari of Baroda were

selected :o be Delegates at the meetings of the League of

Nations Assembly held, respectively, in 1933 and 1934,

and we shall.look forward with much interest to the pre-

sentation of their reper

iamber a great step

nee of the policy of

‘t veldtions with the

has now been completed

Bombay States, as also

issa and the Central

sly a small number

ich the same change

has still to take place. he the last to deny that

relationship with Provin pnments has entailed

many practical advantages to the States eoneerned, for

f am well aware that these Mtates have had eood canse

for gratitude to the Local Governments with which they

have been in contact. But constitutional developments

have made the continuance of such a system impracticable,

and it is hoped that before lone the process sf establish.

ing direct relations between the Government of India and

every State in this country will be successfully concluded.

Sines the last §

forward has been

bringing all Indian 3

Government of India.

in the case of all the #

in the ease of the F

Provinces States. Thi
of States remaining,

Severa! Ruling Princes from the States to which T

have just referred have expressed a strong desire that

their claims to membership of this Chamber should be

duly recognised. This question has engaged the attention

of the Standing Committee and various opinions on the
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subject have been expressed. One cogent reason, as I

think you will agree with me, for avoiding any precipitate

action in this respect is to be found in the fact that

certain changes in the constitution and functions of the

Chamber itself have of late been informally suggested.

I shall await with the keenest interest any preposals in

this regard that may be brought to my notice. At present

I do not wish to prejudice whatever views Your High-

nesses or those Princes who have up till now remained

aloof from the activities of this Chamber may desire to

put forward. But Ii wi this much that J regard

the effective co-operati iam States, beth great

and small, as an 9 most importance to

Your Highnesses anc er, It is a time-worn

adage that in unity and I sincerely trust.

that Your Highnesses y ¥ very earnest attention

to the benefit of combin er, ag closely as possible,

for the good not only an States but for the

advantage of India ag

T will conclude wit few words on that pre-

dominant subject to whieh: already alluded—the

future constitution of this. country. I would remind
Your Highnesses of two observations that I made when

we last met together.. Firstly, as I then remarked, it

was the Princes of India who at the first Round Table

Conference, by their expressed determination to join with

British India in securing a real measure of progress for

this country towards responsible government, made

Federation a practical possibility. Secondly, I said that

no State until its Instrument of Accession is signed is

finally committed to Federation. Both of these remarks

hold good today. No one can be surprised that at such

a time, when far-reaching changes are imminent, the

States should ask for assurances that their vital interests

will not he prejudiced. So far as it is practicable to do
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sv, the most painstaking endeavours have been made to

see that the position of all States that decide un Hedera-

tion shall remain secure. As 1 told Your Highnesses at

our las: meeting, | am personally vonvineed that for the

Indian States the wisest course is te accept the Federal

scheme, and I have been gratitied to learn that the in-

formal conierence of Ministers recently convened at.

Bombay arrived at the conclusion that the Report of the

Joint Parliamentary Committee represents from the States’

point of view a distinet advance on the White Paper,

especially in the financial.6 The Bill itself will very

shortly be presented, < and until you have

had an opportunity # ve, and have further-

more cousidered the ts of Accession and

the Instruments of La at are to be given to

the Governor-General Provincial Governors,

it is but natural that y: desire to postpone your

final decision. The ¢}: @ Said, still lies open

to you all, Your Hi oe doubt aware that

from time to time alle 3 Inade in the Press—-

and indeed a further these allegations has

appeared today—to theveffact’: thet pressure has been

brought to bear on the Princes by myself or my offivers

in order to coerce them into Federation agains: their will.

I have already on several occasions declared that their

insinuations are entirely and utterly baseless. I repeat

again that they have no foundation whatever aud I am

sure that Your Highnesses will be last to deny the truth

of what I say : nobody knows better than the Princes

themselves that no form of coercion has been employed

and it is, T think, legitimate to conelude that those who

descend to entirely false allegations of this deseription

must be hard put to it for arguments,to support their

case,

J trusi that enough has been done to convince you that

in the new Constitution no effort will be spared to pro-

ae
23
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tect the integrity of the States, and I sincerely hope that

the Princes, while not unmindful of their own particular

interests, will not stand apart from the development that

must inevitably affect the greater part of this great

sountry, but will be ready to take their share in promoting

constitutional progress on sound and satisfactory lines and

in helping the new political machinery to function

effectively to the common good of British India, the Indian

States and the Empire.

OPENING OF TH, SGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

24th January His Excellence

958, the opening of the |
on the 24th Januar

e the following speech at

6 New Legislative Assembly

Gentlemeny—in

this, the first sess

pleasant duty is to

on your election si

greet, Hon’ble Members to

Assembly, my first very

ma warmly, Mr. President,

xt and responsible post.

With some intimate '- of your activities during

long years of publig i am coufident that you

will carry out your duties with fairness and justice to
every Llon’ble Member of this Assembly, and I am

equally confident that 1 ean rely on every Hon’ble

Member giving you his full support in upholding the

dignity of the Chair,

My next duty is to welcome to the Legislative

Assembly those who have been elected by their consti-

tuencies to represent their interests. Many of those who

were members in the Assembly when I last addressed it

have failed to secure re-election, and though I and my

colleagues cannot but regret the absence of those with

whom we have been so closely associated during the life.

time of the last Assembly, our welcome to those who have
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taken their places is none the less sincere. IL trust that

closer association with my Government will make thoge

of you who come to this Louse for the first time appreciate

more fully the difficult nature of the problems with which

we all are called upon to deal, and that discussions,

whether formal or informal, will make you realise that

even though we may differ as to methods, we all have

before us the same ideal, the welfare and advancement of

India.

Before [ pass +

of the mutters whi

the session, I must, fatter which falls «

side the realm of p4 al controvereTM

year 1935 marks ih fh annie

Majesty the King-Empe ,

is in accordance with &

greater detail to some

ur attention during
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in need of assistance. I profoundly hope that all Mem-

bers of the Assembly will do their share in helping on

this work.

May 1 also say that Tam glad to think that, at the
very outset of their association with the present Assembly,

Hon’ble Members will have an opportunity of seeing

something of the work of the Army during the course of

the manwuvres that are now taking place in the vicinity

of Delhi. It has always the view of His Excellency

the Commander-in-Chi ne in which I entirely

concur, that the rep ‘he tax-payer should

velevery right to ere as much as they
“the way in whs y is spent.

ai io give you a general

under the various heads

a4 vou of sn¢h lecisla-

“uM



Speeches by the Earl of Willingdon. 79

Opening of the New Legislative Assembly.

In the course of my address to the two Houses of

the Central Legislature last August I referred to the

position of Indians in Zanzibar. Mr, Menon, who was

deputed |by my Government to this territory in order to

study the effect of ihe legislation in question, presented

his report at the end of September. <A special meeting

of the Standing Emigration Committee of the Central

Legislature was summoned in the middle of November

to consider the report. In full agreement with the advice

of the Committee, which endorsed the recommendations

of Mr. Menon, reproveg nx were made to Ilis

Majesty’s Sceretary “olonies. In view of

the close connectic and the security on

which they have bee > have, acting on Mr.

Menon's advice, deeist final comment on the

land Alienation Deerse Commission appointed

by the Government of 2 report on the question

of indebtedness has : regards legislation

relating to the clove ears to be of imme-

diate and far-reaching fidian trading interests,

we'\have suggested dra: The comments of the
Resident in Zanzibar, to whom the Colonial Office referred

Mr. Menon’s report, have been recently received. Both the

report and the comments will be published — shortly.

Meanwhile, T would like to give Ilon’ble Members the

assurance that the Government of India will continue to do

their utmost to seeure that the interests of the Tndian

community, which has a leng and honourable reenrd of

association with Zanzibar, are fidly safeeuarded.

Tion’ble Members will be aware of the anxiety which

leaders of the Indian community in Kenya have for some

time voiced regarding legislation to regulate the market-

ing of Native produce in that territory which they ex-

pected would be introduced. Profiting by Mr. Menon’s
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deputation to Zanzibar, my Government secured the con-

currence of the Colonial Office to Mr. Menon’s investigat-

ing the operation of similar legislation in Uganda and

Tanganyika, where it has been in|force for some time, and

to assess its probable effect upon Indian imterests in

Kenya. On the basis of the report which Mr. Menon

submitted representations were made early in November.

Hon’ble Members will be glad to learn that, pending con-

sideration of Mr. Menon’s views, progress with the Bill,

which the Government of Kenya had gazetted, has been

deferred.

ians overseas, I wish

the offiee of Agent of

Africa. For domestic

i has decided to return

expiry of the normal

ernment will be sorry

the Hon’ble Syed

{ you personally, has

already served in the ember of a deputation

which the Governme: if there in the difficult

days when the Class Areas Bill was under consideration.

His previous knowledge of the country and general ex-

perience as a man of affairs should enable him to continue

with success the work of his distinguished predecessors.

Before leaving

te refer to the tmpen

the Government of }

reasons Kunwar Sir 3M

to India a few month

term, which is three ve

to lose his services,

Raza Ali, who is kvé

Tlon’ble Members cannot but be familiar with,

probably many of them have participated in, the dis-

cussions and enquiries whieh are afoot regarding India’s

educational system. I am not one of those who feel that

the present system has served no useful purpose, that it

is an unmixed evil. Social and economic changes, not to

mention political changes, create conditions which neces-

sitate an overhaul of educational as of other activities

They are signs of a progressive national life ; not neces-
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sarily accusers of what has been or exists. My Govern-

ment welcome the keen interest whieh educational

probleins have aroused throughout India ; the profound

attention which they are receiving from Tioeal Govern-

ments, from edueationists, from leading public personalities,

The constitutional framework has made Education the

responsibility of Provincial Ministers and local Legisla-

tures. This is as it should be. But edueation is at the

very root of national’ prosperity. The Government of

India cannot, therefore, be disinterested and aloof

spectators. They may ¥ v direct. or control ; they

can he'p to provid will facilitate and

promota interchange formation. For this

purpose my Governm d to revive the Edu-

cational Advisory Boz © ‘Next financial vear.

The Assembly will he ied in due course to vote

funds for the expenit

During its last

proposal of my

sembly approved the

jocate the Tmperial

Institute of Agricu} ri a more central place.

A suitable site has ¢ A hasen for the purpose,

and I hope to lay the foundation. stone of the building
next month. The new Institute, when ready, will he

within easy reach of this Chamber. Hon’hle Members

from «ll parts of India will thus be able, without the

effort or inconvenience of a tedious journey, to familiarise

themse'ves with the work of the Institute for India’s

staple industry.

The Imperial Council of Agricultural Research hes

continued its efforts to assist, co-ordinate and guide ugri-

cultura! research throughout India and its help has been

appreciated and utilised to a steadily inereasing degree.

As you are aware, the Hyderahad, Mysore and Baroda

States have participated in the work of the Research
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Council and contributed to its funds for some time past.

Recently the Travancore, Cochin and Bhopal States have

joined the Research Council and undertaken to make

suitable contributions to its exchequer. At the present

moment perhaps most interest attaches to the steps which

have been taken with the object of improving financial

return to the cultivator for his enterprise. When 1

addressed the TITIouse last August I[ referred in some

detail to the steps which my Government was taking for

improvements in the marketi of agricultural produce.

T mentioned, in particn. : ution to initiate, at as

early a date as pos surveys for eertain

main groups of , cereals, oilseeds,

fruit and vegetables, eo, dairy produce and

poultry, livestock and nets. Since then the

Publie Service Commi heen engazed on the

recruitment of 17 cer ing officers and assist-

ant marketing officer ntlemen are expected

to take up their duti irketing Expert early

next month. The iet: ‘ovinelal sections of the

scheme have also bear? foand work will start

almost immediately in the various Provinces. Simul-

taneously with the commodity surveys, the existing mar-

kets both primary and terminal will be studied and also

the results of the previous efforts which have been made to

organise producers and improve the markets open to.

them. It gives ine great pleasure to add that we have

also been assured of the active co-operation of a number

of Indian States in the carrying out of this important

project and that several of them are appointing special

taarketing staffs of their own for the purpose. As each

survey is completed the practical conclusions to which

they are designed to lead will be examined in consultation

with Local Governments, so that active development work
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for the improvement of marketing may be undertaken

without delay.

For simplicity in/administration and the convenience

of the publie, the Marketing Expert to the Imperial

Council of Agricultural Research has been designated

Agricultural Marketing Adviser to the Government of

India and a separate office created and attached to the

Imperial Couneil of Agricultural Research Department.

Another matter whie!

the Provincial Eeanoge

the improvement ani

in India—a questio

and consumers alike.

appear to be too well

the better development,

of progress which ean

to develop the dairy 3

that better methods ¢ yl technical improve-

ments in the industry s troduced simultaneously.

This question also has’ B&eR AHidied by the Imperial

Council of Agricultural Research and proposals have

recently been approved by Government under which the

Imperial Institute of Animal Husbandry and Dairying

at Bangalore will be supplemented by a Dairy Industry

Institute ineluding a model creamery and a laboratory

for research on the physical and chemical properties of

Indian milk and its utilisation. Various methods of pro-

cessing and transporting milk wnder Indian conditions

will be studied experimentally as well as the manufacture

of condensed milk, milk powder, casein and other milk

products including butter and ghee. In this manner we

hope to give a definite stimulus to developments which

should improve the supply of milk and milk products to

e under consideration at

xence in April 1934 was

: the dairy industry

portance to, producers

:, when world markets

i every kind of grain,

industries is an avenue

lected, In any attempt

rticularly important
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the general population, specially in the towns, and be of

financial benefit to a large number of Indian agriculturists.

Our general proposals in regard to both the market-

ing and dairying schemes have already received the

approval of the Standing Finance Committee. During

the'debates on the Sugar Excise Bill which was passed into

Law last April Government accepted a recommendation

of the Select Committee of this Ilouse that adequate pro-

vision should be made for seientifie and technological re-

search designed to whan Sugar Industry and

thus repeated the assay raven the Sugar Indus-

try Protection Act : 32. In fulfilment of

this promise my Gov ow approved the broad

outlines of a sclicme sugar Institute pre-

pared by the Sugar the Imperial Council

of Agricultural Rese muslitute is intended to

provide for research ay technology, suitable

taf— and for technolo-

iadustry. The Sugar

Committee recommende ‘entral Institute should

be established at Cawulpdre possible the existing

Sugar secton of the iliarcourt Butler Technological

Institute should be expatded ic the extent required. Not

only is Cawnpore a very suitable Centre for this purpose,

but the Tarcourt Butler Technological Institute is already

the headquarters of the Sugar Technologist and the ex-

perimental sugar factory maintained by the Research!

Counc’] in co-operation with the United Provinees Govern-

ment. Iam glad to say that the provisional concurrence of
the United Provinces Government in these proposals has

been seenred. and we are now at work on detaily, ‘The

need for building up a really efficient Indian sugar industry

during the 15-year period for which tariff protection has

been given by the Legislature is selt-cvident, and I need

training for scicntifi

gical assistance and é
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hardly emphasise the essential part which scientific re-

search and properly organised technical instruction

must play in that process.

In the Posts and Telegraphs Department the past year

has secon some notable extensions of the trunk telephone

system of India, and my Government intend to pursue

their policy of expansion actively, as they feel that this

rapid and effective means of communication must be of

great benefit to the commercial community. You may be

interested to hear that the Department, under the instruc-

tions of my Goverrruent;s Y vuzking arrangements to

issue a special series ion stamps in connec-

tion with the celeb niver Jubilee of His

Imperial Majesty the

uh have taken place in

easing importance of air

air mail service was

{arachi and Lahore,

1¢ Imperial Airways

Service’at Karachi and 2 people of North-West

India into closer ret stern countries. An

even more striking dev elopment has been the duplication,
at the beginning of this month, of the Imperial Airways

‘Service from Croydon to Karachi. I am glad to be able

to say that this duplitation has been supplemented, in a

praiseworthy spirit of co-operation, by the companies

operating our internal air services. The trans-India ser-

vice to Calentta has been dupheated, and the duplieation

carried on from Caluutta to Rangoon. The feeder services

to Madras and to Lahore have also been duplicated. As

a result of these expansions, the whole of India has now

the benefit of two air mail services a week, and I trust

that these increased facilities will be a factor in improv-

ing Indian trade.

The great develoy

the last two months sh«

transport in this cory

inaugurated in De

whieh will make cou:
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You will have gathered from statements which have

appeared in the Press that His Majesty’s Government have

now under consideration a scheme of the very highest

importance for the introduction of an Empire Air Mail

Service, the adoption of which would bring about far the

greatest. single advance which has yet been made in the

speed and frequency of air services and incidentally bring

India into much closer contact with Empire countries,

and with other countries lying on or near the Empire

air routes. My Government fully realise the extent to

which India is coneerner

it is desirable that

Empire air routes. *

to say more than th

most serious consider

in any scheme of

sition at the moment

ving the scheme their

In connection with

events have occurred

Indian Roads Congre

Engineers from ai

elopment, two important

a December last an

ich was attended by

important States in

India and by a numbée® professionally

interested in road-making sabjeet of the Congress

was to enable those concerned “with the technical aspects
of road construction to pool their experience and to learn

how the problems which confront them have been attacked

and solved in other parts of India. I understand that

the general impression amongst those who attended the

Congress was that this was successfully achieved, and that

it was felt that the meeting should be the first of a series

which will keep road engineers in close touch with those

methods of road-making which have proved of value and

enable them to avoid methods which have proved failures

in the past.

The Road Congress was followed in January by the

first meeting of the Transport Advisory Council, a body
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of an entirely different character and with a different pur-

pose. It consisted of the Ministers in charge of Roads in

the Provinces or their representatives, with one or two

technicx] advisers ; and its function was to arrive at a

considered statement of policy which could be generally

acted uyon by the Provinces for the furtherance of the co-

ordinated development of road, rail and other forms of

transport, a purpose which all must admit is of the very

highest importance. I am glad to be able to say that the

Council was able to formulate a statement of policy which

covers many, if not allo ajor problems now facing

us in connection wi lt subject, and that

they also indicated ¢ ‘urther investigation.

This statement of pu placed by my Govern-

ment before the LPrc vornments, and I trust

that it will not be long | in active operation and

that it will prove of tic benefit to the whole

country.

Wh:le constitu afurally tend to oecupy

the leading place in ou resent, the consideration

of these should not in pursuing reforms in

-other directions. The Whitley Commission, after quoting
Jobn Bright’s maxim that ‘‘ the nation in every country

dwells in the cottage ’’, added that the well-being of the

people must be the primary coneern of every Government,

whatever its composition. The same is true of every

Legislature, and it is satisfactory to find on looking back

that, although Legislative Asyemblies have varied eon-

siderably in composition and outlook, they have all agreed

in pursuing legislation designed to protect and ameliorate

the condition of labour. We are at present pursuing an

important programme of labour legislation, which follows

the general lines suggested by the Whitley Commission,

and some Bills arising directly or. indirectly out of that
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Commission’s recommendations will come up for your eon-

sideration. One of these Bills is designed mainly to pre-

vent certain abuses relating to the payment of wages and

represents a beginning for India of what is known else-

where as ‘‘ truck legislation ’’. A Bill for this purpose

was introduced in the preceding Assembly and circulated

for opinions, After these were received, a motion for

Select Committee was tabled, but it was unfortunately not

reached. We have used the interval to attempt ourselves

to incorporate a number of changes suggested by the

opinions, and thereby tc ate further progress, and

the new Bill accor ts a revised edition of

the old one : T com areful consideration

A second Labour Bi ready been introduced

involves a revision o nbaur provisions of the

Indian Mines Act: 3 proposals for reducing

maximum hours and fo petantially the minimum

age for employment

Two further Bill amount of inspiration

to the Whitley Commis #4 they do not fall with-

in the category of laho , but have a wider aim.

They both seek to amend “the Civil Procedure Code in
respect of the execution of decrees and they are both

designed for the protection of debtors. The problem of

indebtedness has been very prominently before the public

in the recent vears, and in some Provinees bold legislative

experiments are being essayed in the endeavour to alle-

viate what is undoubtedly a erave weakness of our economic

system. Our proposals are more modest in scope and

aim at ensuring that the law cannot be invoked to enforee

undue hardship on those who become embarrassed. The

most important provision of one of these Bills extends

protection from attachment to all saiaries not exceeding

Rs. 100 per month, while the object of the other is to

-
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protect. honest judgment-debtors from imprisonment for

debt.

We are now in the sixth year of the economic depres-

sion which fell like a blight on world trade and commerce

in 1929. Our hopes of beitee times have been dis:

appointed too often in the past few years to warrant

more than a measure of cautious optimism for the imme-

ciate future, but we in India may at least take comfort

from the fact that the recovery in our foreign trade

which manifested: itself | ;

while the recent imprer

be regarded as signi

the full restoration

depend on India ales

world trade is interr

channels, for so Jong

retarded, It is unfox

customers for the raw

India have been d

pedients to balance

ar ig still being maintained,

ilway traffic may fairly

hinges to come, But

to India does not

8 the natural flow of

liverted into artificial

process of recovery be

cvce of the best of our

factured products of

eessity, to adopt ex-

changes which a few

years ago would havé aikable. But whatever

opinion we may have of the wisdom of systems of quotas

ond exchange restrictions, we eannot but recognise the

stern logie of facts and the practical difficulties which lie

in the path to recovery. Tn particular, the financial

embarrassments of Germany have ecalléd into being a

régime of import and exchange control which may have

serious repercussions on India’s export trade in many

important staples. This is a problem which has been

receiving the most earnest. consideration of the Government

of India. It is a problem which is capable of no facile

solution, but T am hopeful that my Government, with the

co-operation and advice sf the cummereial interests mainly

concerned, will evolve a solution which will be as satis-

oy
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factory in the ultimate, as in the immediate, interests of

India.

As Hon’ble Members of this House are no doubt aware,

the Trade Agreement between India and the Wnited

Kingdom which was concluded at Ottawa in 1932 related

only to such goods as were subject to non-protective or

non-concessional rates of duty. There was signed on the

9th of this month a Supplementary Agreement between

the Government of India and His Majesty’s Government

in the United Kingdom w hich covers the important field of

protected commodit: jeft untouched by the

main Agreement of, he nature of things

that the later Agreci er in its character

from the earlier one o much to the tariff

treatment of specifi; as to the general

principles governing th £ cur present policy of

discriminating prot hope of my Goyern-

ment that the clear cal statement of their

tariff policy contain sreement will remove

any lingering doubis, o# and help to inaugurate

an era of good-will and a with profound benefit

to the trade and political relations of Great Britain and

India.

The separation of Burma from India is an issue of

prime importance from many points of view ; but T would

refer here to one aspect of the question only. Tf and when

Burma separates, there will arise the problem of the

future trade relations of two countries whieh, up to the

moment of separation, have been in the closest, possible

economie union. It is of equal importance to both

countries that there should be no abrupt discontinuity or

dislocation of their mutual trade, and it is therefore essen-

tial ty previde against such a contingency. You will, I

think, agree that it would be unreasonable to pass on to
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two responsible Goveruments a ready-made régime which

would fetter in perpetuity, or for any considerable period,

their powcrs and discretion to formulate, and put into

operation, a tariff poliey im cousonanee with their own

particular circumstances. At the saime time the period of

transition and adaptation to new conditions will be a diff-

eult one, and 1 believe that it will be a service to both

countries if there is prescribed a régime governing the

mutual trade of India and Barma for a limited period

after separation, Within that Hmited period it should be

possible tor both © take stock of their

position and to n: on their own res-

pousibility, a freshTM the best interests of

those whom they rep¢ atare of the temporary

regime is the subje ns between my Govern-

ment and representat Government of Burma.

In a matter of se vd ance to commerce and

industry in India, w advice of represen-

tatives of those inte 2ws which they have

expresse 1 will receive neideration of my Gov-

crmninent in the negoti agreement or conven-

tion.

In speeches I have made since the publication of the

Joint Select Committee’s Report I have expressed myself

generally on the scheme of constitutional reform, but 1

feel that in addressine Hon’ble Members on this subject I

have a special message io deliver, in order that 1 may

give expression to thoughts on'whiech my mind has dwelt far

longer than is perhaps realised. My association with

India row dates baek so many years that I ean without

presnmption lay before you reflections based on my own

experience. For that reason, speaking as the head of the

administration in India, T hope IT may be allowed to

strike a more personal note than is usual in these

addresses.
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J would ask you in the first place when you turn

over in your thoughts the scheme of constitutional reform

now embodied in a Bill to fix your attention on the broad

lines on which it is planned. Vilace on one side for the

moment the arguments land discussions of recent years,
the evidence and the memoranda, the documents and the

reports, in short all the literature of the reforms. Free

your minds of these, and let your thoughts centre on the

great principles which {have mereasingly asserted them-

selves, until they have dominated the scheme. They are

the foundations on whicl whore is built, Provincial

Autonomy in Brit

the whole Contine

ederation comprising

tber the time when

Federation was discn¢ nary dream, something

in the remote fute listant and seareely

practicable. Gradually n shape, it has come

nearer, Hon’bie Mem close a knowledge of

India’s political his rn will remember that

the authors of the JF #17 were not content

with sketching an iui is of reforms. They

let their minds run o the future might bring

What was it they ‘saw ‘tore them, when they

assumed the mantle of prophecy ? Let me_ take

their own words: ‘‘ India was to be a_ sister-

hood of self-governing States, presided over by a Central

Government occupied with matters of common interest,
external and internal. The tmnits were not to be the

Provinces alone. With them there were to be associated

the Indian States anxious to conteibute to the common

service, but sensitive to maintain their own individuality.’’

In 1917 these thonghts were expressed as a conception of

the future, something to aim at, something not yet within

reach. But where do we stand now ?

Never should we forget the contribution of the

Princes at the first Round Table Conference when they
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declared their readiness to enter an All-India Mederation.

The appeal of this great principle was irresistible. ‘The

Princes rose to the oceusion. What was till then scarcely

nove than a plebie of a possibte Taoiie was transformed

ato one Imto something subsianilal on which to build.

liere as lasi were the veal foundations on which to con-

strtiet a scheme embodying the essential unity of India.

Lock biek over Tudia’s tisiory to the time before the

Iritish connection established itself. This dream of a

dominion extending its authority from one ¢nd of the

Continent to the othe

and gripped the in

past. We, the Bri

ordered governnient

. great rulers of the

» brought peaee and

vod of years, Under

our hand the politica cammtry has grown and

expanded. New ideas rai personal liberty have

root. But in a Federa-

ne of British achieve-

this ideal with its

necessary corollary of Aatonomy should com-

mand the support of 3 itch and Indian, who

honestly desire the advancement of India in the successive

stages of her political development,

But if this’ is our objective, how is it to be reached ?
The answer will be found in the Report of the Select
Committee and in the Bill presented by Tlis Majesty’s

fovernment to Parliament. Years of ihought and eare-

ful investigation have been given to the preparation of

the scheme in all its multifarious and complicated

details. Ti is no casy road that Jeads to Federation.

The higher we set our aim, fhe more numerous the diffi-

culties tol surmount. But that is no reason why we
should be deterred. Do not imagine for a moment that

it is possihle {0 constsuet so ereat a scheme of political

advanee with as much case and exactness as‘an architect

been ensouraged and h

tion of all India [x

ment. © can conic
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can command in planning or altering a house. ‘There

are many diversities of taste, many varieties of ambition,

of which aceount has to be taken when a new constitution

is planned. Let us as practical’ men recognise that in

any large and general question differences of opinion

must exist. Take the question of reservations and safe-

guards, to which espeeciaily Indian eriticism hag been

directed. In a sense these safeguardy are themselves a

measure of the advance intended. Were the transfer of

power contemplated by His Majesty’s Government so

stnall, so exiguous a thin are apt to suggest,

the need for safegi ly have been raised.

Tt is beeause the tr 4 real, both in range

and in substance, + uands safeguards to

carry us safely from overnment to another.

Is the inclusion of

friendly act ? Surely

judiced view. We

Sommittee for hely

guards, for instance

erities

‘an unreasonable or un-

i be a narrow and a pre-

ledgment to the Select

constitutional safe-

swers of the Governor-

General and the Gove; vir true light ag the

mecessary complement, ut conditions, to res-

ponsible government, without which it, could have small

hope of success.

In other directions also the scheme is criticised. For

instance, it is suggested in some quarters that a sinister

motive underlies the substitution of indirect for direct

election to the Federal Legislature. It is no seeret that:

I personally and my Government supported the principle

of direct election. That does not mean that we do not

recognise that there are vogent areuments on the other

side. After balancing the considerations ihe Committee

decided in favour of indirect election. But mark their

words. They have said in the most explicit terms that

they do not think it possible for Parliament to lay down
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today the exact method of constituting the Central Legis-

lature for any long period of time. They express the

hope that, after time has passed for experience to be

gained, the Federal Legislature, if Indian opinion thinks

modification is required, will lay ifs own proposals before

Parliament. We cannot anticipate the decision Parlia-

ment will reach on this important question ; but advocate

as I have always been of direct clection, I do not feel that

what the Committee wrote on the subject should leave

Indians with a sense of grievance.

proposals admit that

d to the sufficiently

Constitution on so vast

greements have in

Ix, But be it remem-

esty’s Government that

4

Some of those wht

Indian disagreene

formidable difficult

a seale, Undoubted

fluenced the form of

bered to the ered of

they have af mo fi

Indians te impede 1}

illustration eould

undertaken by His M

reason that the en:

a

disagreements among

m. Of this no better

: Communal Decision

roment solely for the

aro unable to agree

among themselves.

A corstitutional scheme prepared in these conditions

may not be ideally perfeet. Were that the test to be

applied, «ll human action would be impeded and no

human iestitution would be commendable. But T am

satisfied that the scheme gives to Tndia the opportunity,

fo whieh she so earnestly aspires, (o mould her future

nearer tc her heart’s desire. Parliament may make

modifications in this or that direetion during the period

while the seheme is under their consideration im the

ensuing months. Tet Indian leaders work lo secure

ehanges ox improvements on points to which they attach

importance, But 7 counsel them in all earnestness to
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take the scheme as the only path likely in any period of

tine that we can yet foresee to bring within their reach

the great ideal of an All-India Federation, my faith in

which T have just expressed. If, as I confidently hope,

the proposals of Lis Majesty’s Government are avcepted

by Parliament, on whom lies the final responsibility, I

look to this country to respond with no uncertain voice

to the opportunity offered. It has always been my

ambition to see India take her position on terms of

eomplete equality with the other members of the British

Commonwealth, As i oblems differ from those of

other parts of ihed

take a form diffe:

am convinced that

leads to India’

scheme that takes

worth the exercise

» may her constitution

Hons elsewhere. But I

deration is the path that

nee. The constitutional

at road is a seheme well

ertions.

With these

it is my earnest 4

in the momentous &

in the discharge »

a to your labours, and

Jivine Providence may

ahead of us, guide us all

responsibilities,

LAYING OF TIE FOUNDATION STONE OF TMI

IMPERIAL INSTITUTE OF AGRICULTURAL

RESEARCIT AT NEW DELIMIT.

In laying the Foundation stone of the Imperial Institute

of Agricultural Research at New Delhi on the 19th February

1935, His Excellency the Viceroy made the following

speech :—

Ladies and Gentlemen---Tt has been a very great

pleasure to Her Excellency and myself to be present here

this afternoon—but that pleasure is yreatly marred by the

regrettable absence owing to indisposition of my ol] friend
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and colleague Sir Fazl-i-Husain, who has for lhe past five

years had charge of the Department of Agriculture under

the Government of India. During the period of years

during which he and | have been closely! associated, he has
set on Foot many projects which have for their purpose
the further improvement of the economic condition of all

those who are engaged in agriculture, and T trust he may

be spared to see the fruition of his efforts in the coming

years. I regret exceedingly that in a short time, owing

to the termination of hj rat of offiee, [ shall be

deprived of his cor aliixl assistance, but I am

delighted t find swith him teday in

what I hope will aly Hered as a perpetual

memorial to his @reat ¥ ndustry of agriculture.

well deserthbed as the

ix long history of 30

vices to Tndia. Many

at Pusa are now

: the country. Pusa

wheats are famous not | ‘ wheat-erowing parts

oY Northern Tndia, bite Saige achieved distinetion

outside India, At its Sugarcane Sib-station at Coimbatore

varieties of sugarcane have heen evolved which in their

yield and disease-resisting qualities have rivalled the

famous canes of Java. During the fast decade the train-

ing of pos-eraduate students has formed part of its

activities, and since 1923 it has thrown ont. what might

almost be ealled, a daughter Tnstitnte of Animal Hus-

handry and Dairying at Bangalore with Farms and Sub-

stations of its own. The workers at Pusa and its Sub-

stations have conducted research in almost every branch of

agricultural science which has been of benefit to India

and whose value has been recomnised by seientifie institu-

tions all ever the world. But no institution, however

devoted its workers may be, can rise to the full height of

bey

We are assisting at wi

re-hirth of 9 great isi

years, Pusa has rer

a

iraproved varieties

evown extensively ov
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its utility if it works in an atmosphere of isolation, and

this, as has already been rightly pointed out, has been

the great disability from which the Institute has so far

suffered. Perhaps in the early years of the present,

century, this disadvantage was not so apparent as it is

now. In recent years Indian opinion has demanded with

increasing insistence, and rightly so, that research insti.

tutions dealing with problems affecting the people should

be in living touch with the main streams of national Life.

Here in Delhi, where at! tume or other during the

year men from all g yhose business is agri-

culture or comme: come together, the

Institute will find + aet with Indian life

which it hag hitherts®

Research is a Jon

of agricultural scie

Tt is in the} fitness

well-developdd Depai

specially in the domain

am expensive business.

Provinees, with their

eulture with a long

history of achievernen sm, should be proud of

what they have dene cd by their own efforts.

At the same time there are problems of fiadamental

research which it is not possible for each Proviuec, with

its comparatively limited resources, to undertake. Nor is

it advisable that in the investigation of such problems

‘there should be duplication of affort and, therefore, waste
of energy and money, Progréss of agricultural research

is retarded, and even prejndicially affected by Jack of co-

ordination. Tn a country of the size of India where there

are several research centres far distant from each other,

it is particularly necessary that some machinery should

exist to secure interchange of ideas and co-ordination of

effort. These were some of the considerations that led

the Royal Commission on Agriculture in Tndia to recom-

mend—and the Government of India to accept the recom-
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mendation—that a Central Council of Agiicuitural

Researecit be established. The Couneil has proved of con-

siderable utility to the eountry at Jarge during its short

period «f existence, and reecived remarkable co-operation

from the Provinces, Similarly it is my hope that this

Institute, which we are inaugurating today, will be re-

garded by the Provinces as an integral part of their

agricultural organisation, and that they would refer to it

problems which are not of purely local mterest or im-

portanee and which they consider suitable for investiga-

tion at a central pl pe that now that the

Institute will be ma ic, the isolation of the

past will give plac wterchange of visits

between the researe! Institute and those

in the Universities and nincial Depariments of

Agrieuitnure.4

j have hinted ai

years sinee Lord ©

the Institute at Pa

2 ey.

ge, with the passage of

Foundation stone of

vublic interest in all

forms of research. fF matched during the many

vears that T have spex fia the eradual awakening

of a sense of responsibility among the public towards
institutions of publie ntility. Government are discharg-

ing their responsibility for the welfare of the agricultural

population to the best of their ability, but the problems

of agricultural research in a country like India are so

vast that only a fringe of them can be touched by the

funds that Government are able to spare. T can assure

vou that nothing world etve me greater pleasure than te

see that in the financine of agricultural research Gov-

armmont effart is supplemented by private benefaction.

In this connection T may perhaps be permitted to throw

aut a siggestion. Although the energies of an Agti-

eultural Research Tnstitnte are largely directed to the

solution of speecifie prohlem< in applied science, questions
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ol purely scientific interest constantly arise in the course

of its work ; indeed it lias often been found that, to

complete the investigation of a particular problem of

practical importance, it is necessary to conduct research

of no inconsiderable magnitude on some purely scientific

issue. It is, therefore, desirable that such an iustitution

as this should constantly bear in mind the necessity for

close liaison with research workers in the various branches

of pure science and that it should be able to offer facilities

to additional scientifi 5, Whose efforts would

supplement those staff, Co-operation

for this purpose sh sossible to a greatly

enhanced extent at ute, with its central

situation, its moder and the existence of

amenities which w at Pusa. But, while

the Institute may he the necessary facilities

for the conduet of r gratories, some system

of research fellows: d in order that ex-

perienced scientifie it financially possible

to devote time to sné A number of young

men return every yer? ane and America after

taking Research Degrees, but many of them do not at

once find the employment adapted to the full utilisation

of their training, Any scheme which would make it

possible for some of the best of them to devote their abilities

to agricultural research would be of real benefit to India.

This is a direction in which private philanthropy could

largely help by endowing, as in other progressive countries,

Research Fellowships tenable at the Central Tnstitute.

T shall not detain yon any longer. J am fully con-

fident that Tndia, which is a predominantly agricultural

country, will derive material gain and benefit of real

value from the Institute whieh I have great pleasure in

inaugurating today.
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COUNTESS OF DUFFERIN FUND JUBILEE.

Tey Mxeeleney the Countess of Willingdon presided over

the Countess of Dufferin Found Jubilee on 7th March 1935 and

read the following messages :--~

From Her Majesty the Queen :—

Buckingham Palace.

IT have Jearned with great pleasure that Your

Excellency will preside in March at the Jubilee Meeting

of the Countess of Dufferin’s Fund, of which IT am

Patroness.

T would wish to tz

to express to those presé

continued keen interest

and happiness of the Wx8

all ray warm thanks for

support of the great iacye

rendered invaluable hel;

y of asking you

cious Meeting my

ects the welfare

‘wnvey to one and

i and ever ready

fer fifty years has

i of India.

May all success atic s of the Fund in

the future, as in the pas

Mary R. 1.

From Dowager Marehioness of Dufferin and Ava :—

19, TepwortH Square,

8. W.-3.

14th Pebruary 19385.

Ucr Excellency the Lady Willingdon has kindly

given tae this opportunity of addressing a few words to

the Central Council in the Jubilee Year of that which

is still known as the Dufferin Fund.

The National Association for Supplying Medical Aid

by Women to the Women of India was founded in 1885—

and as IT look back to the initial difficulties which the

Association had to face, T now realise more clearly than

7th March

1935.
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I have hitherto done that, except for the generous

financial aid supplied, the actual suecess of the Move-

ment is due to the unexpected way in which the Indian

Women came forward to take up medicine as a profes-

sion, From that time the supply of students has never

failed, though it must have required remarkable courage

and determination in those young women who elected to

leave their home and the sunny climate of their own land

to study in the more gloomy atmosphere of English,

Seoteh and Trish Medical Schools, and finally to take

English qualifications ark co on the English Medical

Register,

reward when in 1918

a Women’s Medical

men doctors, a number

hy 50. Thus has their

think they may further

» as a result of their

These pioneer «

the Indian Governrn

Service for 25 fully ¢

which has now been

achievement been crow

claim the Lady EK

professional zeal anc

At this College nen students can now

qualify, and it is gre: advantage that they

ean do so in their own country, though T trust that the
system which has been so suceessful these last 50 years

will continue to be followed to a certain extent. Indian

Women students can now qualify in India, but that they

should spend some time in Great Britain so as to acquaint

themselves with the methods, the equipment, the dis-

cipline of our older established Hospitals is, T am sure,

very desirable for them.

4,

T must also express a fervent hope that fully qualified

Indian and English women doctors working in sisterly

and professional friendship will for many a long year

share the great work which remains to be aecomplished.

Fifty years is, after all, but a beginning of that which
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this National Association set out to do, namely, to supply

every woruan in India with all that medical skill ean do

for her health and for that of her children.

As President of the United Kingdom Branch of the

Dufferin) Fund I retam a lnk with the work of the

Associatioa which I greatly value, and with all my heart

T wish it God speed.

Hargior Durrerin AND Ava,

His [xcelleney the Vi

speech :

hereafler made the following

Your Excelley entlemen,—Of the

to speak on public

‘which I have accepted

: which brings me here

seevent is your fiftieth

narks the Jubilee of

= which you are met

u, at the outset, that

to be able to be here

jiegitimate feelings of satisfae-

tion and pride on so notable and auspicious an occasion.

many invitations |

neeasions, | can recall

with greater good-will

to address you ind:

Annual General Mee

the Countess of Dn

here to celebrate. I

it gives me the greate

today and to share your

Fifty vears is a long time in the hife of any organisa-
tion, and its completion affords a‘ natural opportunity

for those who compose it to east an eye not only back-

wards on the past but forwards on the future. In the

case of a henevolent society such as yours, that process

can bring you no searchings of heart or conscience, for

your labours have been devoted wholly to the alleviation

of suffering among the women of Tndia at large ; and

if there is Jissatisfaction at all, it can only be that your

resources for such public service have not always been

adequate to the immense field of opportunity confront-

ing you. Tven that dissatisfaction, moreover, can only



104 Speeches by the Earl of Willingdon.

Countess of Dufferin Fund Jubilee.

serve, on such an oecasion as this, to stimulate your

minds to consider how you ean, in the new era opening

up before you, extend, and, tf possible, improve upon,

the great record of public service for which India owes

you so much, and of which | today am glad to be able to

make public and unstinted acknowledgement.

Your Society has the unique honour of having as

its Patron the Queen-Hipress of India, and, as its Lady

President, the wife of the Viceroy for the time being.

That assoviation of names and offiees is far from being

fortuitous of meaning eentrary, it has both

historieal. interest aad : significance. When

the Countess of Dz o India as the wife

of the then Viceroy, Hy charged by Queen

Victoria to do all th sossible to help her

daughters, the women their hour of ‘need.

Queen Vietoria had & uing personal inter-

views, by — two medical women,

Dr. Elizabeth Bicl ry Scharlieb, of the

terrible and tnrelic €s of Tndian women

during sickness, So dy Dufferin carry out

the wishes of her and so great was the

enthusiasm she brought to her task, that in three years
she eollected in Tndis seven lakhs of rupees, of which

five and a half were invested in buildings, grants-in-aid

and seholarship. Ditring the same period the United

Kingdom Branch collected three lakhs of rupees. Your

records bear witness how devotedly Lady Dufferin

laboured for the Frmnd durine the whole five years of

her stay in this country. Over your meetines which

were held onee a week, Her Exeelleney, as a rule, pre-

sided. Tt is not the Teast of vour reasons for rejoicing

today that this ladv of beloved and revered memory is

still amongst your most active workers and is able to

preside at meetings of the United Kingdom Branch. I
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am glad to know that your message of jubilee greetings,

which she has so well earned, must be now in her hands.

In that homage and gratitude your founder will find a

reward which many may envy but none will grudge her.

It is not too much to say that the suecessors of Queen

Victoria and Lady Duiferin have faithfully followed the

high exemple set them, and have been unwearied in their

efforts to see that there should be no slackening or

falling-cff. The messages of congratulation and greeting

from Hey Majesty and Lady Dufferin, to which you must

have listened with so mud ive, show that the trust

handed down from e fapable and willing

hands, How well x always discharged

the meeting at which * _ here today furnishes

evidence of a kind ti io dispute.

the Fund was held in

af, oecasion His Excel-

# presided and made

roul it is worth my

Fe

The first general 3

Caleutta in January 14

leney the Earl of By

a memorable speech,

repeating here :—

“he sickness of Sdn “ideer] may mean loss of

employment and :uany distressing conseqnences to him ;

but the WLhealth of the women of a houschold is tanta-
mount to perpetual domestic wretchedness and discom-

fort as well as a devradation in the strength and virility

of subsequent generations ”’.

These are arresting words, and I have no reason to

think that their import is lost on you any more today

than it was on your predecessors in the past, or will be

on your suceessor: in the future.

This is no o¢easion on whieh to weary you with

statistical details as to the progress and success of your

work, though in this case they have a vital human

interes: denied ta many other fields of activity. When
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your Fund came into existence 50 years ago, it was truly

said that unless you provided women doctors, a large

portion of the women of India must go without doetors

at all. It is worth while to mention, then, that, whereas

50 years ago the Association knew of only 24 women

doctors practising in the whole of India and Burma, we

have 50 years later 26 qualified women working in the

Zenana hospitals of Delhi and New Delhi alone. The

Association of Medi¢al Women in India now has about

300 members, and it is reasonably certain that there can-

not be less than 700 men doctors in the

country. The prog edical education of

women during the * y existence provides

solid ground for pr ton and future hope,

and for this result ¢ rh done by the Coun-

tess of Dufferin’s #t es its full measure of

credit. It is difficul: the changes that have

resulted. As medica, the art of nursing

grew, prejudices w and women patients

came forward in evéeriE Siumber to claim relief.

We have here in Newesfelkicy notable monument. to

progress in the shape of the Lady Hardinge Medical

College for Women, which aptly shows how earnestly

supply has endeavoured to keep pace with demand. The

pity is that funds have not been available in proportion.

The year 1914 saw the institution of the Women’s

Medical Service, financed by a grant from the Govern-

ment of India, but as an integral part of the Dufferin

Fund. This has assured to the Dufferin Hospitals a

staff of highly qualified medical women and has effected

a great improvement in nursing and equipment, while

the financial “relief so afforded has enabled local com-

mittees to devote their money to other needed improve-

ments. The broad facts may be left to speak for them-

selves. Suffice it to say that in 1914 there were 13,271
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patients in hospitals staffed by W. M. 8. women, while

in 1933 the figure was 47,507,

And tow as to the future, which is largely dependent

ou finance. Your Society in common with others, bas

suffered heavily from the decline in the rate of interest

earned by your securities. The Government of India,

beset with their own financial difficulties, were compelled

to eut down their grant to you by Rs. 40,000 per annum.

The loss was inevitable, but I confess 1 ean think of few

vauses which, with the ady of better times, should

have a stronger cliizesd ly om Government’s im-

proved finances, 43

things up to the fo

pansion, ctherwise ¢

deterioration. Your

hospitals, more office

facilities for training

I am happy to thir

specially selected as

Emperor’s Jubilee which I have recently

launched. an appeal, a : your Lady President

is acting as Chief Organiser. It is my éarnest wish and

hope that the heartiness of the response to that appeal

will be commensurate with the excellence of the objects

to which the proceeds will be devoted, and will enable

you in the years te come to surpass even the 50 years of

devoted and admirable public work which you are proud

to be able to put to your credit today.

&

It. retnains for me only to deliver to you a brief but

heartfelt message on this notable occasion. On behalf

of all the suffering thousands of India’s women who have

benefited from your 50 years of work, Ict me say a very

sincere ‘‘ Thank Yon’’ for the past, and an equally

earnest ‘‘ God Speed ’’ for the future. No good citizen

will wish to offer you less either in the way of thanks
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or good wisheg. In these days of enthusiasm for

democracy and .democratie institutions, it is not out of

place to remember how abreast of the times you always

have been in this respect. Anyone who chooses to pay

the modest sum of Rs. 5 per annum ig entitled to attend

your Annual General Meeting and to vote on your pro-

ceedings and policy. Here surely is a truly demoeratie

institution which deserves far wider support than it hag

yet found, the more so as it labours disinterestedly and

unweariedly for the publenwrood in a way to which few

others can lay ela es and responsibilities

of democracy we vefore the public mind

as its supposed 2% sculd have less cause to

complain of lack af athy or of the financial

support which you. need for the increasing

demands which a he made on you. These

demands, I cannot > met in the same high

and humane spirit mated you during your

whole public life wet me once more offer

you my sincere th ie past, my earnest good

wishes for the futu warm congratulations on

the attainment of your Jubilee.

S405

LAYING OF THE FOUNDATION STONE OF THE

MASONIC TEMPLE, NEW DELAL.

His Exeellency the Viceroy made the following speech at

the Laying of the Foundation Stone of the Masonie Temple,

New Delhi, on the 4th April 1935 :-—

Right Worshipful District Grand Master, Worshipful

Brether President and Brethren,-It is unnecessary for

me to say more than a very few words on this interesting

oeeasion after listening to the admirable speech whieh

has just been delivered by our Worshipful Brother
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President who has given us the reasons for the inception

of the scheme of building a Masonic Temple in New Delhi,

But tits I can say with all suicerity, that 1 am very

grateful for this opportunity of meeting brother Masons

here today, gratcful too that you have thought well to

give me the principal part in the ¢eremony which we are

met to perform this afternoon,

1 am probably one of the oldest Masons among this

company, but it is true that owing to other occupations

I have had little time, active and executive

part during the 35 initiation in all those.
matters that pertain

' this great institution

nfluence and activities
s to attain peace and

sympathy and help to

&.

But J] am a sinee

to which we belong

have done much in i:

goodwill to the world

many who are in di

ui for the reason that

the first principle of ry is loyalty to our

Sovereign, that there i discrimination amougst

us, and that we can all meet together whatever our race or

colour for the common purpose of striving to secure betier

understanding and a bond of unity among all people,

friendship and mutual trust between our races in India,

which is a purpose for which I have always striven,

Above all I am

You have told us, Brother President, that already the

sum of Rs. 80,000 has been reecived from generous friends

towards the erection of this building. May I express the

sincere hcepe that shortly you will be able to secure the

full amount that you require in order that you may raise

a building on this site, which will be an adornment to

our Capital City, a worthy Temple in which for long years

in the future will be earried on the great service of Free

Masonry.
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HIS EXCELLENCY THE VICEROY’S ADDRESS TO THE

TROOPS AT QUETTA.

Sth July 1938. His Excellency the Vicervy read the following message

from His Majesty the King-Emperor prior to addressing the

troops at Quetta on Friday, the 5th July 1935 :—

‘* Fyrom all accounts I have received of disaster at

Quetta, I have been deeply impressed by measures

taken with such promptitude and efficiency to

relieve distress and help sufferers. Please convey

to all concerned, both men and women, my heartfelt

thanks and admiration for their splendid efforts in

meeting such awful tragedy.’?

ing speech :—

'ommissioned Officers

consider it a very real

rtunity of paying my

of Governor-General of

mdi devotion to duty you

woeks since that night

‘he city of Quetta and

skned by an earthquake

shock which caused a: and destruction of pro-

perty probably withs in the history of our

country. This is not the time or occasion for me to refer

to splendid efforts of both men and women to undertake

any duty or service for the relief of the sufferers and

refugees. My purpose today is to give a short message

to every officer and man who is on parade.

I wish to express, as head of the Government of

India, my most deep and grateful thanks to you, one and

all, for your splendid service at this awful erisis. It can

truly be said that the Army in India, both British and

Indian, has once again, proved itself worthy of its history
and tradition.

T should like to add this one word in conclusion. It

is difficult to refer to particular individuals when all have

done so well. But this morning I think I may make

and men of the Quet

privilege today to i

tribute to you all in 4

India for the diseiptir

have shown during té

when, with appalling

the surrounding are
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special mention of one name, that of your Commanding

Officer General Karslake, and thank him on behalf of the

Government of India for displaying a spirit of leadership

which gave confidence to all who worked under him and

for showing a power of initiative and organisation which

diminished the dangers of the very much graver conse-

quences which might have resulted from this terribly

sudden catastrophe.

HIS EXCELLENCY TUK VICKROY’S ADDRESS TO

No. (TT INDIAN WING G& fi ROYAL ATR FORCE

AT KARACHI,

His Exeellency the Vi

Wing of the Royal Airy Fors

made the following speech

he No. ITI Indian 7th July 1935,

the 7th July 1935,

Wing Commander Sie

No. UI Indian Wing,—i

opportunity today of pa

my position as Governor-

which yon faced your

Quetta. I deplore very deex y casualties suffered

by No. III Indian Wing of the “Reyal Air Force, and J
sympathise with you sincerely in the loss of your

comrades

Notwithstanding the nerve-shattering experience in
which your branch of the Service suffered more heavily

than any other, the way in which you met and overcame

the effects of the catastrophe was magnificent. I have

been told of the rapidity with which you set to work to

extricate your comrades from the ruins of your quarters,

and subsequently to save property from the wreckage.

The speed with which you got your damaged Aircraft

into action again was remarkable and proved of the

greatest value. The Government of India are truly

grateful for the splendid service which the Aireraft in

rs and Airmen of

giad to have this

te to you all, in

a, for the way in

je experiences in
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Quetta gave in reporting the condition of outlying districts

immediately alter the Harthquake, in flying emergent

requirements to Quetta, and in evacuating casualties.

Those of you who are married lave been parted from

your families, beeause unfortunately it is impossible to

provide accommodation for them at present. As one who

during loug years of public service has always realised

how important, how necessary it is to have his wife at his

side, I assure you that [ and my Government are fully

alive to the situation, and we will do what we ean to relieve

this hardship as soon

clusion my admira-

slayed throughout the

3 On maintaining to

ct initiative which has

Vine,

Let me expres

tion of the fine spir

disaster, and warmly

the full that spirit

always been a tradition

ADDRESS OF WE}

M

His Excelleney the Vi an Address of Welcome

from the Allahabad Municipal Board on the 24th July 1935 and

replied in the following terms :—

Members of the Allahabad Municipal Board,—lt haa

given Lady Willingdon and myself peeuliar pleasure to

receive today the address of welcome which you have

presented to us on the occasion of our first visit to your

important and historic town. Not only does your address

welcome us in very charming terms but I observe with

gratitude that you have been most eonsiderate in avoiding

controversial and intricate problems with which in the

short time at my disposal I should have found difficulty

in dealing. [t is a matter of genuine regret to both of us

that we have not been able to devole more than the inside

of a day to a city which most certainly deserves a longer

THE ALLAHABAD

RD.
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visit but short as our stay is we are more than glad that

i, has permitted us to receive your address and to have

an opportunity of meeting the prominent non-officials to

whom is entrusted the responsible task of caring for the

comfort and welfare of the townspeople. That

responsibility I learn your Board has been discharging with

honesty and integrity of purpose and above all in an

atmosphere generally uneclouded by friction or internal

dissension. I know of nothing that clogs so disastrously

the machinery of administration as internal jealousies and

disharmon}, and T sinee gentlemen, that you

will long preserve ¢ th you are happy in

possessing for hark ord. The shadow of

communal dissension inging at this moment

over India and it : 1 those who have the

welfare of their land i show courage, wisdom

and above all toleranc ali men so that this evil

niiasma may be disne din, may enter on her

new constitution wi curable and the course

set fair. I appeal | through you to the

citizens of a great city uds with those who are

striving for the conntr ercating better feelings

and greater eonecord among the communities of India.

Never in her history was there greater need for such united

effort.

You refer with pride to the amenities which this citv

of Allahabad ean offer and to the prominent place which

if Cecupies among the cities of India, and, gentlemen, I

believe that your pride is justified. The importance of

vour town has been enhanerd. as yon have remarked, by

the establishment of the Bamrauli Aerodrome, and although

your pride may be tinged with sadness for those

reasons to whieh von have made delierte allusion in your

address, von ean rejoice in the thought that yon are citizens

of no mean city. a great University centre, a seat of learn-
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ing and a home of that literary and scientifie culture for

which India has lone been renowned.

Gentlemen, once again LF thank vou most sincerely for

the genuine welcome you have siven us and for an address

which believe me, we have very deeply appreciated. If it

should be my fortune to visit this town once more before

I leave these shores, I am confident that T shall find that

clean hearth and clear fire which vou have promised me.

In conclusion | gratefully acknowledge the senti-

ments of devotion | iy, fo His Majesty to which

vou have given mii: asion.

HIS EXCELLENCY

COM

Sth Septem- His Excelleney
ber 1935. ‘

Houses of the Legi

in the following tert

ROS ADDRESS TO THE

ISLATURES.

ddvessed the Members of both

the 16th September 1935,

Gentlemen,—One: my privilege as Viceroy

to address Hon’ble Members of both Houses and to give
a brief review of the general conditions affecting India, but

before doing so, I wish to make a brief reference of a

personal character.

Before I shall have an opportunity of addressing you

again, my Government will have said farewell to a valued

colleague, and the Upper Flouse to one of its most dis-

tinguished Members. Field-Marshal Sir Philip Chetwode’s

term of office as Commander-in-Chief has been one of the

most eventful within living memory for the Army in India,

and I eannot let this opportunity pass without paying my

heartfelt tribute to the value af the outstanding services

that he has rendered to India.
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In addressing the Members of the Legislative Assembly

in January last | expressed the hope that Local Govern-

fients anu local Commitices would receive the support of

all communities in celebrating the 25th anniversary of the

aceession of Ilis Majesty the King-Emperor to the Throne,

and that the Princes and people of India would once more

give proof of their devotion to the Crown and of their

sympathy for those in need by responding to my

appeal on behalf of a Fund to commemorate the occasion

in an appropriate mar d& ami glad to be able today

to acknowledge how, my expectations have

been fulfilled. Fr India my Govern-

ment reccived repor vine and spontaneous

exhibitions of enthusis wcompanied the Jubilee

Celebrations not only i tawns but also in small

and remote villages. ‘t a few misguided people

here and there to x i only served to show

how few such perse ow out of sympathy

with the general spit 2 of India, who every-

where were eager to 6h .doyalty and devotion to the

Crown. The response iny Appeal has been equally

gratifying and it ig evidence of the generosity of the

Princes and people of India that the total collections for

the Silver Jubilee Fund amount to the splendid sum of

over Rs, 125 lakhs. This result could not have been

achieved without good organisation and much well-direected

efforts, and to all those, throughout the length and breadth

of the Jaud, who have eontributed In any way to the

success of the Fund I accord my erateful thanks. It will,

Tam certain, be a eanse of ereat satisfaction to His

Majesty the King-Emperor to know that his Silver Jubilee

will for all time be associated in India with so great an

imerease in the resources of institutions which bring relief

to those in siekness and distress.

LO
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I now turn to Foreign Affairs. As regards Nepal, I

would only say that 1984 added still another year to the

long tale of unbroken friendship and mutual confidence

which are traditional between India and this her only

Asiatic neighbour within the Himalayan wall.

In another fronticr field there are interesting develop-

ments to record. As the result of an agreement concluded

with His Highness the Maharaja of Kashmir in March

last, the Civil and Military Admimistration of the trans.

Indus portion of th azarat was taken over by

the Government of 4 of last month, The

change, without di gerain rights of [lis

Highness, places und

the Government of }

Indian frontier. I am

the House that the r¢

without additional e3

Beyond the Giigi ds Sinkiang or Chinese

Turkestan, the weste “nee of China. In this

Province the situation conte: to be obscure and un-

certain. My Government learnt with concern of the

distress caused by the recent civil turmoil in this friendly

and important Province and the ensuing dislocation of the

ancient commerce between India and China by the

Karakoram passes, The Indian traders in Sinkiang have

unfortunately suffered much hardship and loss both to

life and property, but there are signs that the efforts of

His Majesty’s Consulate at Kashgar in their behalf are

bearing fruit. Indeed one of the most affecting tributes

of loyalty to the King-Emperor came from these very

traders, who despite all hardships and losses in this

distant land combined to contribute a sum of several

thonsand rupees to His Majesty’s Silver Jubilee fund.

Our sympathies are with the local Sinkiang authorities

has been completed

vlian revenues.
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and with the Central Chinese Government in their task of

maintaining order and control, a matter of no little neigh-

bourly woncern to India.

My Government have under active consideration the

question of the improvement of trade facilities between

ludia aud Afghanistan in the Heht of the report of the

Trade Delegation winch visited that country from India

in the spring of last year. In particular it is our desire,

if possible, to devise means of lessening the difficulties to

Indian Trade created By. i.adeption by the Afghan

Government of a Sf ly system.

the Government of

aig standing with the

the Arab Coast of the

i special responsibilities

tthen these ties and in

st has acquired a new

sult of the establish-

ment of the Imperiai / te on that coast and of

recent commercial developinénis, “His Majesty’s Govern-

ment, with the concurrence of His Exeelleney the Shaikh

of Bahrain, have uow transferred to Bahrain their naval

stations hitherto existing at D[enjam and Basidu. His

Highness the Sultan of Museat, Their Excellencies the

Shaikhs of Kuwait and Bahrain, and certain of the Trucial

Coast Shaikhs have concluded agreements with the British

Government, which facilitate the passage of the aircraft

which “orm a link of ever-inercasing importance in the

Empire chain of commmnications--a link in which the

Government of Tndin have a vital interest. I shall always

remember with pleasure my meetings with certain of the

Arpb rolers in the conrse of my recent journeys by air

through their territories. Their lovalty to their ancient

His Majesty’s G

India have special re

independent rulers of t

Persian Gulf and hav

towards them. In org

view of the fact tha¢

and invreasing’ imp
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associations with the British Government and the Govern-

ment of India was on that occasion expressed in the most

marked mauner, aud they may rest assured that no Viceroy

in India can tau to have their interest at heart.

The frontier Province of Baluchistan has been the

focus of world-wide sympathy on account of the terrible

earthquake which, as Hon’ble Members are aware,

recently overtook the city of Quetta and the surrounding

areas and which caused a_ of lite and destruction of

property probably are in the history of this

the scene of suffer-

this catastrophe was

which the troops of

men—were organised

the privilege of paying

dmiration during my

is opportunity again

ssament of India and

myself our heartfelt th all those who have

suffered and our dee sito those, including the

various relief organisations, who have spared no efforts

to alleviate their suffering and losses ; and in this ¢on-

nection TI wish particularly to bring publicly to, your

notice the magnificent work that was done by the ladies

of Quetta for whose untiring and devoted service it is

difficult to find words of sufficient praise and appreciation.

I must also make mention of the most generous way in

which Local Governments, particularly of the Punjab,

Bombay and the North-West Frontier Provinee, have

responded to our appeal for help with staff. money and

medical and other facilities, and we are indebted to them

and their officers for the efficient organisations set up by

them for the reception and relicf of refugees. My very

sincere thanks are also due for the generous and world-

the prompt and elfe

the Quetta Garrison

for relief and resene we

them all my personal:

recent visit to Quett:

of expressing on be
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wide sympathy thut has been shown Im response to my

appeal for funds. It is cvident that the damage which

has been caused amounts to several crores of rupees, and

we shall need all the money we van collect Ht we are to

be able elfectively to reHeve the thousands who have been

rendered homeless and destitute.

The problem of the delimitation of the undemarcated

frontier betweea Burma and China to whieh 1 referred

when I last aildvessed this Mouse has advanced a stage

nearer to solufion. A tok an agreement reached

between Ilis Majest: ithe United Kingdom

and the Government ® one hand and the

Chinese Government ad by an Exchange

of Notes, a Jomt Bor ission, with a neutral

Chairman nominated hs nituc of Nations, has been

appointed to determ hern section of the

vndemarcated bont Surma and Yunnan.

The League has bee eeuring the services

of Colonel Iselin of + sy as Chairman of the

Commission. This off experience of having

successfully and impartially determined the frontier

between Jraq and Syria, and is thus particularly well

qualified to preside over the labours of the Commission

on the Indo-Chinese frontier. The Commission hopes to

assemble by the Ist Deeemher next and start operations

immediately.

me

Whilst on the subject of Burma I would remind

Hon’ble Members that when U addressed them in Jannary

last, T mentioned that the question of the trade relations

between India and Burma after separation was the

subject of conversations between my Government and

the Government of Burma. These negotiations have now

been concluded and the agreement which has been reached

has been embodied in the Draft Orders in Council which
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were recently published for general information. These

Draft Orders will in due course be laid before Parliament

in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution Act,

and it would perhaps be inappropriate at this stage to

discuss them in any detail. I would, however, say thal

they represent the agreed opinions of my Government and

of the Government of Burma as to the régime which is

best calculated to ereate an atmosphere in which the two

countries may, during the period of transition, soberly and

dispassionately consider. + sbleme of their future rela-

tions.

I am aware of

Members have consist

of last year, in the pe
general question is sti

the Secretary of State

for the Colonies. The

for the Colonies ths

to have resulted from Hr oF the Cloves Decrees,

are brought locally to: xf the Government of

Zanzibar, they will be most carefully investigated by that
Government and, if necessary, brought to the notice of

the Secretary of State for the Colonies has already been

announced. All that T can do at this stage is to assure

Hon’ble Members of the uneeasing vigilance and solicitude

of my Government.

érest which Hon’ble

. since the legislation

ans in Zanzibar. The

‘t of diseussion between

d the Secretary of State

the Seeretary of State

of hardship alleged

Hon’ble Members will remember that in the eourse

of my last address to the two Houses of the Central

Legislature I referred to the onteome of Mr. Menon’s

enquiries regarding the probable effects of the Marketing

Bill. which had been gazetted in Kenya, on the interests

of Indians. His report has since been published together

with the comments of the Governors of Kenya, Uganda and

Tanganyika. I also informed Hon’ble Members that in
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deference to the wishes of the Government of India the

Kenya (Governmeat had agreed to defer progress with

the Lill pending consideration of Mr. Menon’s report. It

Was not to be expeetcd that legislation, which had already

been atinounced on the lines of that existing in

the sister territories of Uganda and Tanganyika, and of

whieh the primary object was to improve methods of

marketing, would be abandoned. The Government of

India, therefore, bent their efforts to securing such amend-

ments in the Bill as wogldexcdace the hardships and

remove the appreheusisi an trading community

in Kenya. The | Bill which evoked

the liveliest criticisa: ting to the grant of

exclusive licences. 1} £ if, as was originally

propcsed, the Governe was entitled to issue

exclusive licences with ace to the Legislative

Council, there would .& sifficient publicity nor

adequate opportunity the question whether

the issue of such le ary or justified. In

order to meet this ob Government of Kenya

have inserted a provisi ll to the effect that the

application of the principle of an exclusive licence to any

particular type of produce shall be effected by motion in

the Legisiative Couneil after 14 days’ notiee has been

given, Apart from the question of exclusive licences, the

chief anxiety of Indians was that the number of buying

centres mieht be undnly restricted, and that they might

he located at inconvenient distanees from existing markets.

In this respect the Government of Kenya had agreed to

give an assurance that all important markets existing at

present would be declared as buying centres. It is under-

stood that the Government of Kenya have gone further

and have inserted an amendment in the Bill itself pro-

viding that trading centres will automatically be markets

under the Ordinance. Certain subsidiary amendments.
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such as the provision that reasons for the refusal to grant

or renew a licence shall be recorded in writing, have also

been effected. Above all a categorical assurance has been

given both by the Colonial Office and by the Govern-

ment of Kenya that the Bill is not racial in its intention

and will not be racial in its operation. These are

important safeguards. As Hon’ble Members are aware,

the Secretary of State for the Colonies has agreed that the

Bill should not be brought into operation until he bas

had an opportunity of = it as passed, if neces-

sary, in consultatiox® atary of State for

India. The way is, pen to further repre-

sentations by us, sh ie necessary.

A subject of

importance on which f 4

of the Indian Research

tion depends for its s¢

by Government. 'T'

general interest and

to dwell is the activities

sociation. The Associa-

y on funds provided

ature is represented

on its Governing Body: sembers elected by the

Legislative Assembly : rember elected by the

Council of State, but I am not sure whether the nature

or extent of the work done by the Association are widely

known. This must be my excuse for referring to the

subject.

Koel

J think I am correct in saying that the Association

which was founded in 1911 was the first organisation of

its kind to be constituted in the British Empire ; the

Medical Research Council in England was started ouly

during the Great War. An increasing degree of public

interest is being directed towards the graver diseases

which afflict our country, such as Malaria, Kala-azar and

Cholera. In Kala-azar notable success has been achieved

through investigations mace by a special Commission

appointed by the Association and through ancillary
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enquiries which it partly financed. As a result, this

disease which at one time scemed so menacing a problem

in the Eastern parts of India may now be said to have

been brought definitely under control. During more

recent wears the problems associated with cholera have

been reseiving intensive study, and I am informed that

there is considerable hope that the enquiries now being

carried out will throw new light on many of the puzzling

features of this formidable epidemic disease. Malaria is

a diseas2 of more widespread.incidence and presents more

varied problems, f 3 ginind Hon'ble Members

that it was an off lian Medical Service
who discovered how ansmitted and thereby

pointed out the co: rent investigation. It

is, therefore, in the { Riugs that India shouid
continue to take a Je f in the investigation of

malaria! problems. Tl rvey of India organised

by the Indian Rescar tion has been at work

for yeurs past and | otable results. As an

illustration of its activ dd that, at the moment,

cne of its parties is ¢ survey of Quetta and

its environments where malaria has been, and is, one of the

major problems of public health.

All of us, perhaps, are familiar by now with the term

‘deficiency discaso’’ and all that it connotes. The

Research Fund Association has been for long cognisant

of its fundamental! importance and among its most notable

achievements are the researches in nutrition earried out

in Coonoor by Sir Robert MeCarrison who has earned a

world-wide reputation and has brought eredit to himself

and to India. The results of researches carried out under

the auspices of the Association are published from time

{o time in the Indian Journal of Medical Research and the

Records of the Malaria Survey—-publications issued under
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its authority---but for the convenience of the general public

non-technical articles are also issued periodically to the lay

press.

The account that I have given of the activities of

the Association has had to be brief. It must not be

regarded as exhaustive. Bui if it should serve to focus

interest on a branch of rescareh whieh is of the utmost

importance to the welfare of the country, my object will

have been served. For interest begets sympathy and

sympathy encouragerign! of the research worker

is often to miss both, shly technical nature

of his investigation”: arative infrequency

of dramatic discover se latter, when they
come, are the eulmina s of patient toil by men

whose normal reward § aatisfaction that comes

of duty conscientions! r rnore enlightened age

should at least Jend ¢ agement of a public

consciousness of the nulative character of

scientific discovery.

Hon’ble Members *s¥: “interested to hear of a

recent decision taken by my Government about the disposal

of our surplus stocks of quinine. Although Publie Health

is a transferred Provincial subject. the Government of

India decided, some time ago, that they should maintain

a reserve of 150,000 lbs. of this drug in order to meet

possible emergencies. The recent distressing experience

of Ceylon where the incidence of Malaria on an unpre-

cedented scale last year rapidly depleted locally avail-

able supplies has emphasised the wisdom of this decision.

The surplus to which I have referred represents the stock

of quinine in the possession of the Government of India
over and above this reserve. The question of its disposal

has been engaging the .attention of my Government for
some time past, Considering the constitutional position,
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we were under no obligation to distribute it to In

Governments below the prevailing market rates. Ne

theless in 1932 Loeal Governments were offered supp]

In addition to their normal annual requirements, a

price lower than the cost of production, so that they n

be cnabled to extend ‘‘ quininisation ’’ of the people a

smaller cost than would be ineurred if these additio

requirements wera obtained at current market pric

This scheme fell through mainly because Local Gave:

menis found them:s io buy the entire surp

steck wth suffiet ‘a at the reduced pri

The Government c ivoured, with the f

eonsent of past Pri Jommittees, to sell tl

eurplus to trade ag th a view to finane

profit brt in order 9 cash a eommodity f

whieh there was no ieial demand and th

make available funds ¢ utilised for some u:

ful purpsse of pub ese efforts not havi

met with apprecia! as decided recently

distribute 45,000 bs. ‘al Governments subje

to the condition that this ¢notmt will be distributed fr

over and above the qnantities which Local Governmen

may now be distributing at their expense. The amou

which is proposed to he distributed comes to more tha

half the available surplus, which at the end of June la:

was only 79,009 lbs. and represents, at the current marke

price of quinine, a cift of Rs. 10 lakh3 to the Province

It is hoped that the bulk of this will reach the masse

in the rural areas and supplement. in the ficld of publi

health, the assistance that the contribution of one eror

announced by the Hen’ble Finanee Member during hi

last budget speech was designed to provide towards rura

reconstruction.

You will, I think, expect ms to make some mentior

of a matter. which, particularly at the present time, is of

va
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great public interest. I refer to India’s foreign trade.

Nine months ago I ventured to express some degree of

cautious optimism in spite of the disabilities under which

international trade was then labouring. It is a matter

for regret that world conditions still show little sign of

the lone awaited recovery. On the contrary, yet another

of our most important markets, namely, Italy, has

been obliged to impose a system of drastic control over

imports, in order to protect her foreign exchange position.

Nevertheless, I feel that I am justified, so far as India is

concerned, in repeating, ste, of optimism. India’s

exports of merchax, four months of the

present trade year sl¢ @F more than 4} crores

over the figures £ ssponding period of

1938, and though they 4 vatively small increase

of 14 lakhs over lest y it must be remembered

that 1934 was mar nol purchases of raw

ectton by Japan. ef our trade accounts

alone, namely, cottark Napan, there has been

a decrease of over 3. present year. Omitting

this exceptional item, export trade in other

commodities has improved by three crores in ecompariscn

with last year. Won’ble Members may be interested

more particularly in the results of our trading with

Germany and Italy—countries in which the most stringent

measures of control have been imposed. In the case of

Germany our information is based on the reports of our

Trade Commissioner in Hamburg, who has made a critical

examination of the German import stalistics. Mr. Gupta

informs us that in the last quarter of 1934 the balance

of trade was against India to the extent of 24 per cent.

In the first quaricr of 1925 the balance was even, showing

an exchange of goods valued at 26 million Reiehemarks.

For the second quarter of 1935 the balance has again

swung in ‘India’s favour and Germany has imported frony

pa
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India goods valued at Jl million Reichsmarks against

exports to India of 24 million only. Again, in the case

o! Italy, contrary to what might have been expected from

the new and stringent system of import control, our exports

in the first four months of this yeur have fallen off by 6

per cent. only.

I qnote these figures in uo spirit of complacency. My

Government are fully alive to the dangers with which the

course ¢f imternational trade is now beset and they will

continue to watch the % sx with the most anxious

care. :

Before 1 lcave

stance to the notice

consolation in a ecm

depressi3n years wiih {

ask them to remember prices of primary com-

modities have fallen

that valoes in themsc

in the quantum of tra?

I bring one cireum-

any have found little

e trade figures of pre-

I turn now to cer ;

The coal industry in particular has been prominent in

our thoughts in reeent months. You will, I am sure,

share my deep regret at the two tragic mining disasters

whieh recently occurred within a month of each other

ard in which 81 persons in all lost their lives. The

second of these accidents was, with one exception, the

worst mining disaster that has oceurred in India. In spite

of all that eare and foresight ean do, mining remains in

every country in the world a dangerous occupation, and

our record in India in this matter hitherto has been eom-

paratively good. These two last disasters have each been

referred. for investigation to Statutory Courts of Enquiry

by the Government of Bihar and Orissa, and I do not

therefore desire to comment further upon them except
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to say that I trust that the results of the Courts’ investiga-

tions will be to indicate some steps by which the risk of

the recurrence of such events can be minimised.

I noted with pleasure the passing at your last session

of the Mines (Amendment) Act which will reduce the

hours of labour, will give juriher protection to children

and will effect a number of other reforms. It will come

into force in a fortnight’s time, and I hope that it will

prove effective in increasing the welfare and efficiency of

the miners.

As most of ye

constituted within th

Industrial Intelliger:

Council for this subje

Simla. [I am glad to

operation of the Pro

States and of promin

have started on a 82

ware we have now

xf India a Bureau of

hh, and the Advisory

itly its first meeting in

fe have secured the co-

sroments, of the leading

n this Council. We

¢ is hardly necessary

for me to emphasise thi mportance of industrial

research and intellig the advancement of

industry. It is my hone that, as this work develops, it

may prove of substantial assistance to Indian industrialists

and particularly to thove who, by reason of the small szale

on which they work, are unable to undertake research for

themselves or, in present conditions, to avail themselves

of adequate expert advice.

Civil Aviation is a subjeet whieh will, during the

next few years, force itself increasingly upon us all. You

will remember that about a year azo we undertook an

important programme of development, des'gned primarily

to bring the main Trans-India route and certain internal

routes into line with modern ideas. In order to ensure

the close co-operation required between the Civil Aviation
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experts and the engineers, we have formed a special Civil

Aviation Cirele in the Central Publie Works Department

to earry out the programme directly. The estimated cost

ot the works was Rs. 92.57 lakhs aud you will be interested

to hear that orders have already been placed for

hangars at a total cost of Rs. 16 lakbs and for lighting

equipment at a vost of approximately Rs, 94 lakhs,

Progress with works for which special surveys have to

be made will naturally be rather slower, but the outlines

of the programme as a wholeare being filled.in. We are

now faced with the ir ‘gi regular night flying

and with a greatly 3 , of the Trans-India

services. These chai certain important

adjustments within th “gramme, and I hope

that our ground organi developed fast enough

to meet the demands «

seful branch of official

Road Fund. Your

“2 the life of the Road

Account indefinitely ag ossible for the Stand-

mg Committee on Roads to take a longer and perhaps

a more generous view in dealing with the demands of the

Provinces. A special contribution of Rs. 40 lakhs to the

reserve in the Account was a most welcome addition to

the sum available for distribution, and in March last

the Standing Committee was able to approve in general

outline the clistribution of approximately Rs. 118 lakhs

from the reserve, this sum representing resources actually

in hand plus the additional resources likely to acerue

during the execution of the works. We have not forgotten

the Provinces which are most in need of help for road

development, and the scheme approved by the Committee

allows for grants of Rs. 25 lakhs and Rs. 124 lakhs to

Assam and Bihar and Orissa respectively. The needs of

A less spectacul:

activity is the admi

Resolutions of April
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the new Provinces of Orissa and Sind will be specially

considered ; surveys are in progress in Orissa and will

shortly be undertaken im Sind,

You are aware that for some time past my Govern-

meut have been giving attention to the development of

broadeasting. At the last session of the Legislative

Assembly a fund of Rs. 20 lakhs was created for this

purpose, and we are now considering to which of our

many needs this fund ghonld be deveted. We are already

erecting a large trangpei! ior in Delhi to broadcast

programmes in Eng’ This station will,

f hope, be ready for end of this year. A

large transmitting s "a8 Will certainly be

needed and we hope ta* nd powerful transmitters

at the existing sts ‘aleutta and Bombay,

Whether it will be hin the resources now

at our disposal to ins eceivers and two short-

wave stations to cor usting framework for

India as a whole, f < say. A more detailed

investigation of casts de during the coming

winter, and a definite scheme for the expenditure of the

stan included in the fund will then be prepared.

i

It is a matter of great disappointment to me that the

improvement in railway earnings, which was so weleome

a feature of the previous year, has suffered a setback

during the current year, though I hope it is only temporary.

Till the middle of August railway earnings have been

about half a crore below those of last year, and unless

there is a change for the better soon the position of Indian

railways will again become serious. I ean only add at

present that my Government are fully alive to the gravity

of the situation and are in consultation with those

responsible for the administration of Tndian railways in
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order that whatever steps are possible may be taken to

improve their net earnings,

This year has seen an important step forward in the

development, of the financial organisation of India. On

the Ist of April last the Reserve Bank of India came into

existence and assumed responsibility for the management

of the currency and exchange, and for making the sterling

remittances of the Government of India. The Gold

Standard Reserve and the Paper Currency Reserve were
on that date amalgan transferred to the control

of the Bank. The & t continuing to issue

Government of Tnih es in the form with

which the publie is £ 1¢ course these will be

replaced by the Bank The Bank did not

assume its full respe i head of the credit

organisation of India ginning of July when

the scheduled banks + to make their deposits.

From that date the came a central bank

in the fu'l meaning of nd on 4th July declared

its bank vate for the fi

In March last the legislature approved of the proposal

that out of last year’s revenue surplus a sum of Rs. 118

lakhs should be distributed to the Provinces for the

purpose of improving the conditions of life in the villages.

This action, T am glad to say, has been universally wel-

comed throughout India. Rs. 15 lakhs of this grant were

set apart for assisting the co-operative movement. The

Loeal Governments were invited to make recommendations

as to the most profitable use to which the balance could

be put, and their proposals have been scrutinised by the

Government of India before their approval was

accorded. A statement has recently been laid on the table

of this Heuse which shows the objects to which the money

is being devoted, The objects are various, since they are
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adjusted to the needs of the different parts of the country.

Out of the total grant, over Rs. 25 lakhs will be spent on

village water-supply and irrigation, nearly Rs. 19 lakhs

on schemes for general improvement in the villages, Rs. 12

lakhs on the improvement of village roads, and Rs. 10

lakhs on sanitation and medical work. <A sign of the

times is that in certain Provinees money will be spent

on arrangements for broadcasting instruction and enter-

tainment in the villages. My hope is that this grant will

prove the beginning of 2 dvance throughout India

in improving the eat 1 the villages in which

nine-tenths of the pq

e Government of India

ent and has become the

| A great and difficult

Parliament, after an

p views of all sections

& prolonged consulta-

tion with the Prince: Here and in England

views of every nature, extreme or rioderate, advaneed or

conservative, have been expressed. We have all sought to

obtain this provision or that in the Constitution and we

have all sometimes succeeded and sometimes failed. It is

the business of men of practical wisdom now to forget the

individual issues upon which opinion has differed and to

consider the sum and substance of our total achievement.

On such a consideration we must. T think, conclude that

the gain to Inclia is great.

Since I last add

Bill has received the

Government of India

task has thus been |

expression, direct «

of the peoples of

I do not, therefore, on this occasion desire to invite

your attention to anv of the particular provisions of the

Aet, tut T would ask you to consider two broad features

o€ the new Constitution and desire to give you. if T may,

one word of advice.
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It is a matter of great satisfaction to me that during

my Viceroyalty there has been made possible a consumma-

tion which many of the great rulers of India through

the ages desired to see but did not see and which was

hardly in sight when | myself took office over four years

ago. I mean that the Act for the first time in the history

of India consolidates the whole of India, State and British,

for purposes of common concern under a single Covern-

ment. India for the first time van become one great

country.

The second bro

constitution, is that

new Constitution w

devolution from the

do. They will cease

full political and juris

tions of His Majest

ast with the existing

& of India under the

authority by direct

Dominion Governments

Fant will stand forth as

ias exercising the fune-

or

The first featu have referred ts the

cousumnmution of age-H vot only of the British

Government but of all*¢ in India from Asoka

onwards. The second feature is the necessary preliminary

and best augury for the [ull attainment by India of the

political character which the most developed of Tis

Majesty’s dominions enjay.

My experience of India now extends over two decades,

and I have also had no ineonsiderable experience of the

theory and practice of political life in other parts of the

British Empire. It is out of that long and full experience

and out of the genuine sympathy which T have ever felt

for India’s political aspirations that I give you this word

of sineere advice. Nothing is to be gained by working

the Constitution in a spirit of mere destruction or by

the abandonment of constitutional methods. The new
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Constitution contains within it great potentialities of

development. Everything is to be gained by taking up

the new proffered réle of a consolidated India and a full

political personality and by developing the Constitution

till it, in due season, sheds those limitations and restric-

tions which have been designed for the period of its

growth. The abandonment of constitutional methods has

never led us anywhere in the past and will never lead us

anywhere in the future.

Tt will not be wm nee the new Constitu-

tion, nor to join wi

harmonious develop:

to one who comes ce

of our new Constitutio

in the construction of

bring to the service of

with your aspiratic

confidence that, wher

now reached in my Hf iceroy he will look back

on a period fraught with rood to the fortunes of

India, enriched by the same kindliness which you will

assuredly accord io him as you have so generously accorded

to me.

hand over that task

Heat technical knowledge

s himself been a builder

,, ane who will I know

sxe the fullest sympathy

I feel the greatest

» stage which I have

Your thoughts are no doubt occupied, as mine are,

by forecasts of the steps by which and at which the new

Constitution will be brought into operation. Tt js

impossible for me at this stage to give any indication of

precise dates. Bunt, as you are no doubt aware, all

branches of my Government and all the Provincial Govern-

ments in India are actively and industrionsly engaged

on the problems which must be solved before the new

Constitutions in Provinces and at the Centre ean be

introduced. We shall spare no efforts which will enable
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us to introduce the new order of things at the earliest

possible date.

in conformity with this intention, the Committee

appointed by ilis Majesty’s Government to report on the

delimitation of constituencies and connected problems will

assemble in Simla betore the end of the present month,

that is within two mouths of the date of the Royal Assent.

We have secured as the Chairman ot that Committee an

electoral authority of eminence in Sir Laurie

Hammond, while wit be. associated two Indian

members whose exp ourt Judges ensures

that judicial outlock artiality which are so

essential. The probl the Committee are of

great complexity, but: tnt that they will prove

equal to the task.

In conelusion i - 2 appeal, which is not

new, but which is u * mind at the preseat

time. No system of mary Government can be

expected to work sive sand for the benefit of the

people as a whole without the existence of a spirit of

accommodation and a willingness on the part of all seetions

of the people to prefer the wider interests of the whole

body-politie to the narrower interests of their own

partioular seetion. As 1 said not lone ago in a speech

at Allahabad, the shadow of communal strife is hanging

at this time over India. It is a shadow of evil portent and

a4 cause of constant anxiety not only to all Governments

to India but to all thonehtful and responsible people. If

Tndia is te enter on her new Constitution in conditions

favourable to its snecesstul development, that. shadow must

be dispelled and T would appeal to all those who love this

eountry and desire to see it well governed by its own

people to show a spirit of tolerance and goodwill and to
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work for the creation of greater friendliness among all

communities.

On Thursday last the Legislative Assembly to the

regret of my Government and myself refused by a majority

to take into consideration the Bill to give permanence to

the Indian Press (@mergency Powers) Act, 1931, and to

certain provisions of the Criminal Law Amendment Act,

1982. I had hoped that the Assembly would share with

Government the responsibility for this measure. Their

refusal to do so he j he responsibility to me

and after taking ti Ho the implications of

action or inaction a7 decided, in discharge

of my responsibilit fety, tranquillity and

interests of British pave the Assembly an

opportunity to recensi lecigion, and the Bill will

be brought before th: gain in a recommended

form. The argume? ainst the Bill have

already been cliscuy hon the floor of the

Legislative Assembly, nerefore state as briefly

as possible my own re cohsidering the passage

of the Bill to be essential. We are on the eve of important

changes in the constitution of India. Within the next

two years the primary responsibility for the maintenance

of peace and good government in the Provinces will be

transferred to Ministries responsible to the legislatures. 1

consider it my imperative duty to use such powers as T

possess to secure that that transfer takes place in the

most favourable eonditions possible to the stability and

success of these new Governments. Dangerous subversive

movements are still active in the country. Communal]

nnrest as I have already said is unfortunately a more

serious danger than for many years past. ‘he experience

of all Local Governments has been that the provisions of

this Bill give them powers which are effective in keeping
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these movements in cheek and in preventing the publica-

tion of incitemeuts to communal dissension, They are

unanimous in considering the retention of these powers

essential, I am myself satisfied that they are right and

that I would be failing in my duty if I did not use my

special powers to secure that these Governments have these

powers during the remainder of the present constitution

and that the new Governments shall also have them when

they take over the reins of Government.

And now I leave you, Gentlemen, to continue your

labours of this present tyesnd FT do so with full

confidenes that you will

tions and dignity wh

proceedings of both our

OPENING OF THE P00. AT DEHRA DUN.

His Eixeellency the Vi

Dehra Dun on Sunday, ¢

following speech :—-

ike Doon Sehool at

1935, and made the

Sir Frank Noyce, 2 ihe Indian Public

School Society, Principal, Masters and Boys of the Doon

School, Ludies and Gentlemen,—Lite has brought me many

experiences and perhaps the variety of the climes in which

J have served Ifis Majesty has brought me an even wider

variety of experience than falls to most men. Even so,

towards the end of this latest of a lone series of public

offices I find myself adding yet one more to the total of

novel experiences. TY assure yon that nothing could

possibly give me more pleasure than to be present here

today, to take my part m this important ceremony of

formally opening the first Public Sehool run entirely on

British lines in India, to start on ifs way an educational

experiment, which I sincerely believe will be of immense

27th October
1935,
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value to thiy country in future years and to know that its

first working will be under the guidance of one who was

associated as a master with my own old School in England.

T should like before | go any further to say how fuily

I endorse every word which Sir Frank Noyce has said

in eulogy of the late Mr. 8. R. Das who was the originator

and founder of this sreat venture, and Ll much hope that

some permanent menorial may be raised to his name here

which will be a constant reminder to future generations

of his untiring interest in bringing about the establish-

ment of this the first Pabtic | in India.

To every mem

of the Indian Publ

goes out in full meas

have all shown in the

starting of this Sehoc

the regret we all fee

from this gathering.

that the Governmen’

some assistance to then

as the permanent hor:

of Management and

selation my gratitude

i and enthusiasm they

secure the successful

with Sir Frank Noyce

> of Sir Joseph Bhore

at I am glad to know

‘ been able to be of

* over this fine property

> Doon School.

And today I want to vive a very warm welcome as

head of the Government of India to Mr. Foot, the Head-

master, and his two British colleagues who have come out

to help us in a fine spirit of Empire Service to establish

this Sehool on true public school lines. To them and to

their Indian colleagues T give my sincere good wishes in

undertaking the responsibility of this great experiment.

And what is the main purpose of this experiment 7? It is

very true as you have said, Sir Frank Noyce, that for

some time there has heen constant criticism and eoncdemna-

tion of our edneational system in this country. It is said,

and I think with considerable justification, that it is

rather a soulless machine whose purpose is to cram young

Taen and women with book tearning in order that they
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thay pass examinations, rather than a human instrument

which will enable them io become useful citizens of their

country. that there is too much insistence on every pupil

jaking a degree, and too little attention paid to what is

equally important in all education, namely, the formation

of character, which will develop our young citizens with

"a high sense of honour, of responsibility and of discipline,

qualities which are ubsolutely essential to all service in

publie life.

It is, I feel, in the hoe

extent to answer thesan¢

this School here te¢

at we may be able to some

gethat we are establishing

# us is a School of 70

By next February,

ud increase in number

| Ef the development is

. house 400 boys. As I

rounds and the open

ek over what is now a

long stretch of years oa was a schoolboy and

to those functions 4 se parents and relatives

assembled and at whieh some important person would

preside and speak. ‘The differences between the scenes

are obvieus enough, ‘The lapse of time would bring many

without the intervention of 6,000 miles of sea and land

and a difference of over 20 degrees in latitude. I find,

however, the essentials oddly the same. There is a

famous Latin line which says that those who cross the seas

change their sky but not their minds, and I think it is true

and properly so if we Jook at it in this light that the

enduring and valuable faculties of man are unaffected by

climate or origin. Youth is the same everywhere. It is

only the opportunities and conditions before it that differ,

and the object of those associated with the Doon School

is to put before some portion of the youth of India the

At present wha

boys, the oldest «

however. the boys wi

to 180, and it is ant

normal, the School w.

look round these bui

space before me, my
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chances of developing in conditions which have played a

great and precious part in the lite of Great Britain.

We hear much of the need for closer contacts of East

and West, and here in this School is one form of contact

to which we of the West attach great value and which we

hope in its Indian expression will prosper and be fruitful.

Continental and other critics of the British Public

Schools system are fond of attacking it on the ground that

boys are kept boys too long with the result that the

University undergraduate in Great Britain is insufficiently

mature. On the 6 may well be doubted

whether it is not be boy too long than to

become a man too sooft “be a British rejoinder

to these criticisms the unger was too often in

evidence in more fore Perhaps in India too,

conditions ordinarily te 8 impressing a too early

maturity upon the ada ways a process fraught

with considerable day

The Society has st care in recruiting

the staff of the Sche 1 the point of view of

instruction there is evé ick for confidence, but let

us remember that education is not a 100 per cent. outside
process. We all hear of the self-eduecated man and oddly

enough the phrase generally arouses a certain amount of

amusement and even contempt, but actually it is true that

every man who is worth anything in this world has

carried out some of his own education. However much

we ean learn from teachers, there is a world of knowledge

and experience we can learn only trom those of our own

age with whom in our growing years we are thrown into

association, and that perhaps is the greatest item on the

eredit side of the Public Schools system. The boy at the

Doon School has to live and act and think and feel in

contact with those who are boys like himself. In this

Schoo] you will live in a miniature of the world of human
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contacts you will in your adult years have to enter. In

it you will find opportunities for self-denial, leadership,

argument, association, in fact all the various aptitudes

and forbearances that will be demanded of you in later

life. You will have to frame your views and your deci-

sions in the light of your school life and purposes, not

merely in those of your home.

" Home is a beautiful word and a beautiful thought, but

like many other things of beauty it shines best against a

backgrouud, and that background is the common life of

man. In this School we a4. while in no way losing

the keenness of youy your home and what

it means vou wiil n your later years a

wider appreciation < poses and problems of

life.

I was deeply inteé

Noyce’s speech whic

the School, The s

of faith, and I think

hat part of Sir Frank

e financial position of

1 like this is an act

#5 wise not to wait until

it had amassed a tots: :that could be held to

provide for every emergency in the future. They have, I

gather, gone on the theory that they will start the School

on a reasonable financial basis, but look to its success as an

institution to a growing popularity and reputation to pro-

duce a response in the way of assistance that will gradually

build up a stronger and stronger financial backing. This

after all is the process that has happened in the Public

Schools of England. <A School is started to meet a demand

and actual inception is generally facilitated by individual

or collective generosity. Old boys remember it in the

days of their adult prosperity or in their wills, other

institutions or interests assist it and so gradually by a

process of accretion it accumulates possessions along with

dignity and renown. It is not the desire of the Society
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that the Doon School should deseend like a purse-proud

parvenu upon the educational system of India. Parvenus

never take root but remain an unpleasant and unnatural

exerescence. It is the desire of the Mociety that the Doon

School shall prove its worth and take an acknowledged

and natural, a unique and honourable place in the

country’s educational system. I eommend the venture to

all those who are interested in India’s youth and the

problems and difficulties that confront it. Here is one

effort to provide a suluti for a ditfieulty that. has long

exercised the more the puinds of this country. It

is an effort worthy ment, and I hope that

Indian generosity } not fail to keep it in

mind.

ADDRESS PRESENT. MUNICIPAL BOARD OF

ited by the Municipal Board

935, His Excelleney the

28th Novem- In replying to the A

ber 1935. of Lucknow on 28th
Viceroy said :-—

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Lucknow Municipal

Board,—\t gives me great pleasure to be here today.

This is not the first time that Lady Willingdon and myself

have paid a visit to vour beautiful city, but it is the first

oceasion upon which we have met you in your corporate

capacity and I greatly value the opportunity.

I have listened with great pleasure to your account

of the progress which you have made in many branches

of your municipal administration, and of the attention

which you have consistently paid to the improvement of

the amenities of life in vour city. The laying-out of a

Zenana Park and the establishment of an Infectious
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Diseases Hospital must add greatly to the health and well-

being of the citizens committed to your charge. You refer

also with legitimate pride to the success with which some

years ago you substituted terminal tax for octroi in your

schedule of taxes, and to the vare and attention which you

bestow on your primary educational system. These are

sions of a vigorous and healthy municipal life, upon which

I congratulate you warmly. Difficulties and problems in

other branches of your administration are, unfortunately,

not wanting, as your address admits, but it may be some

consolation to you te hear from me that such difficulties

which you are expericweiy be found in most forms

of administrative li nvinced that you will

apply yourselves r: task and determine

to overcome your d ave yourselves worthy

of the great responsils sre undertaking for the

satisfactory developme : great city. Tf, as you
suggest, you have speci ad troubles in connection

with these or other 1 al Government will, I

am confident, render tia and ready hearing,

if vou will approach 7 i afford you the fullest

measure of financial agsis shich is compatible with

the state of the provincial finances and the claims of other

cities and towns.

Tareknow, as you say, holds an almost unique position

in this Provinee. Fresh duties and responsibilities have

devolved on it with the establishment here of the seat of

the Legislature ; these duties and responsibilities will not

diminish but inerease as years go on and the Legislature

of the future grows more and more in importance. My

prayer is that yon may always, with the help and

assistance of the Local Government, make it your aim to

maintain your administration on the highest level of

efficiency and to make it, as nearly as possible, a model

of what the municipal administration of a great Indian

tity ought to be.
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You will not expect me, gentlemen, to deal in greater

detail with your municipal affairs, of which necessarily

I have but little information other than what you have

given me today. J will now pass to the general remarks

which you make towards the end of your address, India

stands, as you say, on the threshold of a new political

system. I am fully aware that the coming reforms do not

meet in full measure the aspirations and wishes of many,

but they undoubtedly constitute a great advance and throw

open a wide avenue by which the people of India can

show the measure ; capseity and progress.

I welcome most waruy' ament that you realise

that the new Legi iven a fair and full

trial in a spirit of ¢ pween the Government

and the people ; and dently your hope that

the new reforms may uprovement of relations

between India and the 38 Empire.

T thank you ver

you have made to

your generous remar

: the kindly references

nd services, and for

numble efforts for the

welfare of India duriy sars that I have been

privileged to live amongst you: Though I shall not

witness on the spot the inauguration of the new political

order in this country, my thoughts will never be far

from this land, and I shall watch its progress and the

working of the reforms with sustained and abiding

interest in the confident hope that they will help you

rapidly forward to your destined position in the comity

of the nations of the Empire.

I deeply appreciate the charming remarks you have

made with regard to the constant and untiring labours of

my wife for the social improvement of the women of

India. She has been my constant partner and helper

throughout my public life and with intimate knowledge

of her work for others, I can sincerely say that in her
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case, at all events, your remarks are fully justified. On

behalf of Her Excellency and myself I thank you once

again for the address which you have presented me, and

can assure you that we shall both carry away most

affectionate memories of our reception here today.

ADDRESS PRESENTED BY THE TALUQDARS OF OUDH.

In replying to the Address presented by the Talugdars of 28th Nover:

Oudh on the 28th Novenzlepek@t ber 1935,

said :—

kbs Excellency the Viceroy

Gentlemen,—I x

Lady Willingdon and

brief visit. to your beé

tunity to enjoy your }

Lucknow on other less ?

times made the acqn

should indeed have &

meeting you, the Talng

durbar, and without re

earlier in my Viceroyalty.

vhat pleasure it gives

rmal though all too

umd to have the oppor-

pitality. I have visited

ions and have at various

any of you. But I

rve left India without

fi, in, as it were, formal

ties of friendship made

T owas delighted to hear remarks with regard to

the appointment of my old friend Sir Harry Haig as

Governor of your Province, and I agree with you that

you are fortunate to have His Excellency with you to

guide your administration in these difficult but interesting

times. I] can speak with confidence in this matter, for [

too have been fortunate in having His Excelleney in close

association with me as my Home Member in recent years

and [ shall always he grateful for his help and assistance

in solving questions of considerable difficulty and anxiety.

I am quite sure that, with Lady Haig at his side, the

people of the United Provinces will benefit by his wise

and experienced guidance.
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You have a great position inherited from the past,

and it is particularly gratifying to me that you are not

allowing yourselves to be lulled by that position into

neglect of your opportunities, that you are fully alive to

the obligations of today towards your tenants and

dependents and that you realise the importance of a

prosperous and contented peasantry. If you hold fast

to those ideas, you need huve uo fear of the future.

You have referred, in kind terms, to my handling -of

the two-fold task which 1 found awaiting me on assuming

the Viceroyalty of India, the task of restoring internal

peace and of elaborati vonstitution. In the

former I acknowled de the co-operation of

the law-abiding sec ie and in particular

of the old land-ow Their vontinued co-

operation is essentia verity of India. The

constitution which iiss } forsed with infinite care

and patience will, 1 be ound to suit the condi-

tions of this country # 4 within itself the seeds

of natural developm Sion. In this process

of political evolutica play a more worthy

and conspicuous part +, and I am confident

they will wish to, than ars of Oudh, fortified

by tradition and inspired by hope. You have referred to

the extent of your special representation in the legislature.

and I know that this is a matter that has caused you

great concern. You have put your case fully before the

TLoeal Government and the Indian Delimitation Committee,

and you may be sure that the Committee who are charged

with the duty of making recommendations will weigh

your representations with care. Whatever may be the

issue of this partienlar point. yon may be assured that the

new constitution gives ample seope to all who serve India

and indeed calls for devoted service from the Taluqdars

of Ondh, whose special position and privileges may reason-

ably be held to connote special responsibilities. T am

eonfident that you will discharge them to the full.

7]
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With you I regret that it will not fall to me to

inaugurate the new constitution. Ll have seen the founda

tions Jaid and the edifiee completed. 1 have no fear for

india’s future as a partner in the Empire. While 1 live

| gan never forget her, her problems, her people and the

happy and crowded hours she has given me.

I thank you once more on my behalf and on behal*

of Lady Willingdon for your delightful hospitality and

wish you all prosperity and suecess.

ADDRESS PRESENTED # E& MANARAJADHIRAJA

Go

ed by the Maharaja.

November 1935, His

In replying to an

dhiraja of Darbhanga

%

Iixeellency the Viceroy

Gentlemen,—I am most.

cual terms in which

re healths of Her

Maharajadhiraja, £1

grateful te you, Sir, fo

you have proposed

Exeellency and inysel? ptance of this dis-
tinguished andienve. > with the family of
which our host is now tha ‘sine back many years.

For that and other reasons a visit to Darbhanga would

at any time have been a real pleasure both to Lady

Willingdon and myself, but on this occasion cireumstanees

have given our visit a very special object.

Here, n Darbhanga, we are in the heart of the area

afflicted by the terrible Karthquake of 1934. As you, Sir,

have reminded us, it is a little less than two years aga

that you, in common with so inany others, were. as a

result of that terrible catastrophe, without home or shelter.

At that time, though T did not come to Darbhanga,

I visited other parts of Bihar and saw with my own eyes the
widespread destruction and distress. ‘This visit has now

enabled me to acquaint myself, again at first hand, with

30th Novem-

ber 1933,
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one part of the work of reconstruction. Ladies and Gentle-

men, I think it is right to say that it is to the lasting

eredit of our host that, confronted with this appalling

calamity, he truly rose to the occasion, Assuming to the

full the responsibilities of his position, he immediately

declared his intention of completely rebuilding the town,

and assisted and encouraged by the invaluable guidance

and advice of His Excellency Sir James Sifton who has

taken a close personal interest. in the scheme, the Maharaja-

dhiraja immediately directed his whole energies to the

task in hand.

d better town could

« present lines, if it

the Maharajadhiraja

with a splendid contri-

mal followed it up with

e Darbhanga Improve-

to take this oceasion to

o His Excellency the

now supplementing

This plan of @

not have been carr

had not been for th

in financing the sehen

bution of five lakhs

a loan of nine lakhs i

ment Trust. And 7 a

announce that he h

Governor his gener:

his original gift with 8 tribution of two-and-a-

half lakhs of rupees. # ¥ tiany I am sure who

might be mentioned tonight. who are giving you, Sir, loyal
and devoted assistance in your work of reconstruction but

T think we shall all be agreed that I am fully justified in

paying this personal tribute to the Maharajadhiraja who

with a generous determination to undertake to the full his

responsibility for the care and well-being of his people

has spared no effort to restore and improve the amenities

of life in this city.

J

This morning’s functions were a source of real

pleasure to me, and I am glad to be able to tell you, Sir,

that Her Excellency is delighted to allow her name to be

associated with the Hospital of which she laid the Founda-

tion Stone.
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The Statue of your father which 1 was privileged to

unveil wil keep fresh bis memory amongst you all, and

the performance of the veremony brought back to my

mind many pleasant recollections of my associations with

him in the past.

Let we, in conclusion, thank you very sincerely for the

kindly sentiments you have expressed in proposing the

health of my wife and myself, and for your expression of

regret that we are giving up our work in India before

long. 1L assure you that feeling of regret is fully shared

by us both. But though we he leaving this country,

our interest in its well diminished, and

we shall ever be grated hearted affection

and friendship which { from our many

friends in all parts of ¢ zich, we sincerely

trust, will not be weakené

m {o rise with me

of the Maharaja-

Ladies and Gentlemey

and drink to the health gy

dhiraja of Darbhanga. £

ADDRESS OF WHERIGO 1k. GRAHAM OF

KALIMPONG.

In replying to an Address of Welcome read by Dr. Graham

of Kalimpong on 2nd Deeenber 1935, His Exeelleney the

Viceroy mude the following speech :—

Dr, Graham, Ladies and Gentlemen —It was with
feelings of very real pleasure and gratitude that I listened

fo the words with whieh vou, Sir, on behalf of your

fellow-citivens of Kalimpong welcomed Her Excellency and

myself to your District,’ and T {should like at once to
express to you our warm and grateful thanks for your

friendly and cordial greeting. Tt is true, as you say,

that our visit is a short one, Tt is also true, as youfhaye

reminded us, that we have waited until our last cold

2nd Decem-

ber 1935,
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weather in India before coming to see you. However let

me assure you that neither of these facts are of our

own choosing—indeed if we had had our own way, Wwe

should have paid you a much earlier and longer visit, but

however willing the spirit, the flesh is weak and India

being a vast country with many varied and ever-increasing

problems of administration, it is becoming more and more

difficult tor a Viceroy to tour when and where he wili,

so different from those past days that we read of when.

Viceroys were able to take long tours under conditions

of considerable comfort and leisure.

T am indeed lortar

nise with the Anny

Mela which was ind

gives me the oppor

who, as you tell me, :

to see something of the

activities. I am deli

consisting, as it ck

creeds, have learnt

and most satisfactor;

of communal friction

country.

nedng my visit to synchro-

ndustrial and Social

uy years ago, for it

iug many here today

vu farming tenants and

rienltural and industrial

that your population,

of many castes and

susly together, a great

. time when the menace

t in many parts of the

It was with particular pleasnre that I listened, Sir,

to the encouraging account which you gave me of the

happy state of affairs existing in Kalimpong. Commerce

and trade on the increase ; educational facilities develop-

ing on the right lines ; medical comforts and equipment

in plenty ; and last, bnt not least, the amenities and

heauty of your settlement attracting more and more

visitors from the plains. That is, indeed, a condition of

things upon which you are all to be congratulated, and I

earnestly hope that your enterprise and enthusiasm will

bring you added prosperity in the future.

I am greatly touched by the words which you, Dr.

Graham, have used in referring to the work which Her
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Excellency and 1 have been privileged to do on behalf

of those who are in need of help and in paying tribute

onee again to the great debt which I owe to my wife for

her unremitting labour jn many spheres of charitable and

humanitarian endeavour. May I venture to reeall the

imspiration and assistance whieh Dr. Graham received

from his wife in the early days of the Kalimpong Homes.

Io am informed that Mors. Graham gave to the founding

and development of these homes abundant energy and

ideas which contributed in no Ht measure to the success

that attended their works geawell Imagine the joy

she would have fell, £ spared to witness

the full measure of the itution, which she

helped to found, flonré: cl.

In conclusion To wish

warmth of the welcome w

Exeelleney and myself igé

all increasing happin

‘ow once again for the

#ve extended to Her

ae part we wish you

LAYING OF THE FOUN INE OF THE FARM

HOUSE AND HOSTEL AT THE KALIMPONG HOMES.

His xeellency the Vieeroy performed the ceremony of

the laying of the foundation stone of the Farm House and

Hoste! at the Kalimpong Homes on 2nd December 1935 and

said :-—

Ladies and Gentlemen,—lI don’t think that you will

expect me to trouble you with a further speech, but I

fee] it is impossible to Jet this oceasion pass without

expressing my gratitude to you, Dr. Graham, for giving

me as a Vice-Patron of your Kalimponge Tlomes this

opportunity of showing my interest in your activities in

a very practical manner by laying this foundation stone

today. Let me express the hope that these buildings when

2nd Decem-
ber 1935.
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erected may add much to the wonderful work in training

and education that you ave giving to our youthful Anglo-

Indian fellow-citizens in order that they may grow up to

have every chance of giving useful service to the British

Empire in their future -careers.

1 am sure that we have been keenly interested in the

historical account of the inception and growth of these

homes since you started in the year 1900, and of the

education and training of the children under the care of

your devoted band of Lean But fo me this ceremonial

has particular interest.,tY i that, as you say in

your address, ‘‘ Thi a striking advance

in the development al side of our organi-

sation ’’. For, as 6 en interested in agri-

culture all his life, ises fully the immense

importance of deve agricultural industry,

nothing gives me ere than to meet and to

thank all those wl p our young people

to realise and appr ts and advantages of

taking up the profes rmers for their future

careers. I need only sddithatiiny wife and I feel proud

and honoured at receiving your invitation to allow our

names to be associated with these new buildings. We

gladly agree and trust that our name will bring all success

and good fortune to your new venture.

OPENING OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE

ASSOCIATED CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE.

Tn opening the Annual Meeting of the Associated Chambers

of Commerce at Caleutta on the 16th December 1935, His

Excelleney the Viceroy made the following speech :-—

Mr. President and Gentlemen,—I thank you, Sir,

sincerely for the warmth of the welcome whieh you have
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extended to His Excellency the Governor of Benga! and

myself on behalf of the delegates from the Constituent

Chambers of the Associated Chambers of Commerce of

India and the members of the Bengal Chamber of Com-

merece on this the third oecasion on which we have had

the privilege of being with you at your Annnal Meeting.

I assure you that I always look forward to this oppor.

tunity of meeting you all here collectively, for it enables

me to show my interest in your prosperity and progress

and to say a few words. ya which are in my mind

and -which may, TI hs iterest to yourselves,

Let me add that I ly necessary, Sir, to

give His Excellenes e assurance of your

loyal and unceasing sv fselves and our Govern-

ments in our work. W th very pyratefilly say

that we have had the: idence of this constant

support during the 4 uxious years through

which we have rece:

In the first place sasociate myself very

cordially with every -¢ “has fallen from you.

My. President, with regard to the great services rendered

by Sir Hubert Carr as your representative ‘during all the

discussions that took place in London in connection with

the New Constitution in India, and I should like te

congratulate you on the very graceful recognition you

have shown him of your appreciation of the great work

he did on your behalf,

T referred last year to the constitution of the Trans-

port Advisory Council consisting of the Members of my

Government concerned, sitting with provincial Ministers

and their advisers, and I then expressed the hope that

the Council would promote close and regular contaet

between the Centre and the Provinces in the solution
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of the difficult problems of transport co-ordination. I

‘am glad to be able to say that that hope has so far been

realized and that at its first mecting the Council adopted,

with a gratifying approach to unanimity, a statement of

policy concerning the coustruction of roads and railways.

the control of motor transport, and the creation of ad-

ministrative machinery to promote co-ordination.

While T am diseussing the question of transport, I

must refer briefly to. _ Roads Congress which

was inaugurated a £ . 1 last addressed, you.

That inaugural me ve, a successful step

in the direction of Engineers together to

exchange opinions afi of their experience,

with the object ci x» tcleney and economy in

the expenditure of r is no question of the

very great need for # ait nor, unfortanately,

can any one suggess: g at present available

are adequate. In “ustances economy and

efficiency in the applic “over money is available

become an imperative necessity. “My Government believe

that the Indian Roads Coneress is an institution which

will make for those ends and we have, therefore, decided

to defray the cost involved for a further period of two

years.

a

Jn eivil aviation, the most important recent develop-

ments have been the duplication of the air mail service

between London and Singapore and the inauguration

by Tata Songs Limited of a weekly aly mail service

between Bombay aud Trivandrum with intermediate

landings at Goa and Cannanore. This latter service,

which connects at Bombay with the existing Karachi.

Madras Air Mail Service, will shortly be available fur

carrying mail as well as passengers and freight. Now
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that the Government of Ceylon have provided an aero-

drome at Colombo, it is hoped that a further development,

namely, the extension of ihe Tata alr service from Madras

to Colombo, will take place in the near future.

It is a regrettable, though | hope a temporary, set-

back that Indian National Airways Limited have been

compelled to close down the services between Caleutra and

Daeca and Caleutta and Rangoon which they had success-

fully inaugurated and for eighteen months.

The former service ne apport from the public

which the Compan; view of the obvious

advantages it offered: umunication between

the two chief cities though on the latter

service both passens affie showed a steady

increase, that increase ¥ iciently rapid to justify

the Company in contin te at a loss.

Considerable prog

gramme for the d

made with the pro-

round organisation to

which I referred last -s for air route and

aerodrome lighting eqt the trans-India route

and contracts for hangars at aerodromes on that route

and on the main feeder routes have been placed ; and

Improvements to existing acrodromes and the construction

of new acrodromes are being carried out. But much of

the work jn the past year has been of a preliminary

nature and before long there will be more material evidence

to show what is beine done. Tmportant adjustments with-

in the original programme have been necessitated by the

early prospect of a greatly increased intensity of the trans-

India services.

Active consideration is being given to the proposals

of His Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom

for the speeding up, and increase in frequency of Empire
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air services and the carriage of all first class Empire Mail

by air.

The difficulties of the jute industry have exercised

the minds of many in Calcutta during recent months. I

need hardly assure you that they have also given my

Government and the Government of Bengal serious and

anxious thought and consideration. While we have not

been able to see eye to eye With the Jute Mills Association on

the subject of restricting output, we are ready io consider

any sound proposals th av owe out forward for assisting

the industry to reach more stable position.

When therefore the sted the sending of

a deputation to Delh e matter, my Govern-

ment welcomed the o7 HAs that discussion will

be taking place in twa jaya’ time you will not

expect me to add any “vations on the subject

at present.

You are aware, ° India, in fulfilment

of the obligations fow x membership of the

League of Nations, has'jaied vith her fellow members

in imposing Sanctions, financial and economic, ugaiust

Italy. My Government are fully conscious of the serious-

ness of this step and of its possible repercussions on

India’s foreign trade. They view with regret the severance

of trade relations—so mutually advantageous in the

past—hetween India and Italy, but they have felt never-

theless, at this critical point of time, that the maintenance

of the principle of the Covenant of the League must out-

weigh more material considerations of profit or loss. The

economic isolation of so important an industrial and

economic Power as Italy must bring in its train a most

serious disturbance of world ceonomy, but it will he our

endeavour ta minimise by everv means in our power its

effects on India’s trade and commeree. It is impossible
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yet to estimate what these effects will be. There will be

many loose ends to join together, and with this objeut

in view there has been constituted a special Committee

of the League of Nations whose duty it will be to co-

ordinate the efforts of individual States towards a re-

distribution of the trade which has hitherto flowed in

Italian channels. Steps have already been taken to

ensure that in the deliberations of this Committee, the

claims of India to the fullest consideration will be most

energetically pursued.

It is particular

should have arisen at

national trade were

cated. Still one mo

way of world recovery

in Abyssinia may ¢

and commercial act

temporary and must’

£ the present crisis

the problems of inter-

fing and so ecompli-

been placed in the

tever stimulus the war

quarters, to industrial

aulus can only be

pe unhealthy. These

problems to which | have been receiving

the careful consideratisi : tovernment and, in

particular, it has been their concern to examine whether

the time has yet come to abandon India’s traditional

foreign trade policy, based as it is on reciprocal most-

favoured-nation treatment, in favour of the now popular

method of bilateral negotiation. Tt is impossible for me

in the time now at my disposal to set before you the

manifold aspects of this complicated question, but I

would affirm that nothing in the study of world economic

condit‘ons in the past few years, or in India’s present

circumstances, has shown that any departure from our

accepted policy is necessary. Sitnated as she is, a supplier

for the main part of raw materials and food-stuffs to the

great commodity markets of the world and dependent on

widespread world demand rather than on particular
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nations or on particular customers, India can il-afford

to risk the closing of any door now open to her by virtue

of her most-favoured-nation rights. She must continue

to seck an outlet for her surplus produce in these markets

and her interest lies, not so much im the conclusion of

individual trade bargains as in the restoration of the free

and unrestricted flow of international trade on which

world prosperity depends. The problem before her is

one which is common to all trading macions of the world.

That problem is, iu brief. the rehabilitation of the

mechanism of internat {tis a problem whieh

India cannot solve song in the solution

of which she should all times to give her

fullest co-operation.

During the past

common with the rest

almost: unexampled

matter of satisfactio

the last time, I am in

india has passed, in

ad, through a period of

. It is therefore a

addressing vou for

8 point to some indica-

tions of a gradual me rds economic recovery

in the country. The s 2diine in the general level

of prices which cormmented in the latter part of 1929 has

now definitely ceased and an wmpward tendency appears

to have set in. There is evidence aiso that the disparity

between the prices of agricultural and of manufactured

commodities which has so seriously affected the purchasing

power of the great. mass of the people of India is now

less marked than before and that a more balaneed priee

relationship is probably within sight. The progress of

industrial development has heen well maintained in spite

of the general depression and in some eases, notably ina

the cotton textile industry, greater advances have recenity

been recorded than at anv time in the past. There was

a noticeable improvement in the volume of export as
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well as import trade in India in 1934-35 as compared

with the previous year when the lowest levels in recent

times had been recorded, and this improvement has since

continued unehecked. India’s total visible trade now

shows v favourable balance which is substantially higher

than in the period preceding the War. Among the most

welcome signs of improvement is the material reductiou

in the burden of interest charges which is a matter of

such decp concern to both industry and agriculture. The

rate of interest on Gove Joans has been reduced

to 3 per cent. for ti we 1896 ; and the Bank

rate wlueh reached 4 us 8 per ceut. in the

closing months of 193 fen to the same level.

These developments af feation of the progress

which has been made ts nepal egonomie recovery.

In the lizht of these fa ‘¢ that, unless there are

further disturbances 4 itions affecting world

trade anil finance, w rc the future with a

certain measure af «

Whea [ spoke ta se ur, 1 commented briefly

on the position under” ith npending Reforms of the

European Business Community. [ emphasized the value

of Good-will in business relations between the members

of differeat cominunitics and expressed my appreciation

of the extent to which this is being inereasingly realised.

The new Government of India Act is now on the Statute

Book, and T would fike, hefore 1 close. to convey to you a

few furthor sentiments relative to your position here

which, T trust, from my Ine experienee in this country

von will allow me ta eouvey to you and which, I hope, you

will consider and find helpful.

Let me say that I feel, in common with everyone of

you, a justifiable pride in the contribution you have made

to building up the India of today as we know it, and
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in the service you have rendered to this country. In many

fields of endeavour you have led where others have followed,

By your resource, your perseverance, your industry and

your enterprise, India has in many directions enjoyed

advantages which might otherwise have been lovger de-

layed. In the history of the relations between Great

Britain and this country, yours has indeed been an honour-

‘able part.

What, then, of the future? In the discussions of

recent years, your leaders have shown a keen appre-

ciation of changing condi ave made it clear that

the Europeans resi¢ poses of Trade and

Commerce fully ide with India’s aspira-

tions in their desire sition of full equality

with the members of fitish Commonwealth cof

Nations.

on you have taken up

he course of wisdom.

hould merely be well

I congratulate yo.

in this matter and av

But it will not be suffi

inclined towards the @ of new political institu-

tions in India. It wilt scthése Institutions that, in

the ordinary transaction of Government business, decisions

will be taken which will be of great importance to your-

selves,

at

e

By means of your own representatives in the new

Legislatures you will have the opportunity of influencing

those decisions. Sacrifices of time and leisure will be

required from those you select to represent you. T[ have

no doubt that, as in the past, your leaders will be willing

to come forward and take their part in the public life of

the country. Jt will be their funetion to voiee your

interests, but, above all things, keep this fact before you.

The future destinies of India, her welfare, her progress

and prosperity, these are all matters of no less concern



Speeches by the Earl of Willingdon. 161

Banquet at Baroda,

to you than to those for whom India is their home and

niotherland India’s interests are your interests. Whuole-

heartedly and in full measure may [ ask you to associate

yourselves with all that leads io the advancement of this

eountry and adds to her position and advuncement ? If

you hold tis ideal constantly before you I am sure you

will be fulkky reecompensed in the future.

In conclusion 1] am sincerely grateful to you, Sit,

for your good wishes to my wife and myself when we leave

the shores of India and for your generous expressions of

regret that this is the lge which I shall attend

a gathering of your

I need hardly say

I am full of regret that

leaving these many frie

which I have formed ¢

my life in this co

through stormy time

| that faet, too, and

jonths’ time I shal. be

erests and associations

of the best years ov

gen, we have lived

si years, but I think

1 see the sun shining elouds, and iy pro-

found hope is that ind 9 again be on the high

road to inereasing development and prosperity.

BANQUET AT BARODA.

His Excellency the Viceroy made the following speceh sth January

at the State Banquet at Baroda on Sunday, the Sth January 1836.

1936 :—

Your Highness, Ladies and Gentlemen,—I thank Your

Highness most cordially for the very warm weleome you

have extended to me this evening. It is a real pleasure

to renew ny friendship with Your Highnesses, and I eon-

sider myself fortunate indeed thai the auspicious occasion

of Your Highness’s Diamond Jubilee of Accession should

have taken place during my Viceroyalty and that I have
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been able to come to Baroda and extend to you in persor.

my warmest and most heartfelt congratulations, Yow

Highness, it is my pleasant duty now to read out a messagt

which His Majesty the King Emperor has been graciously

pleased to entrust me to convey to Your Highness :—

‘* Your Highness, it gives me much pleasure t

convey to Your Highness my sincere congratula

tions on celebration of Diamond Jubilee of You

Accession to the Gadi of Baroda. To few

Princes is it granted to rule for so long a

per iod of times look back with satisfac-

sitinued material and

eg of their subjects.

may be spared to your

Ao eome and that pros-

ruay Inereasingly attend

3

State for

perity and

your ruis.’”’

hness succeeded to the

ew era of material and

steady progress in th ‘ander Your Highness’s

enlightened guidance, Baris has never looked back. At

the outset Your Highness set before you high ideals, some

of which have already been attained, others you stead-

fastly pursue and I ean truly say that you have devoted

your life to the interests of your State and the welfare

of your subjects. The fruits of your labours are in evi-

dence on all sides. The administration of the State is

on a high level, but what is perhaps more important. it

is built upon sure foundations,

The year 1875, ¥

Gadi, marked the be

Tt has afforded me much gratification to see the

announcement which Your Highness has made that in

commemoration of Your Diamond Jubilee you have created

a trust with a capital of one crore of Rupees, the income

from which is to be devoted to the improvement of rural
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conditions in your State. I can imagine no more fitting

manner in which the memory of this historie cecasion

rould be perpetuated.

The people of Baroda are fortunate indeed that Your

fighness has been spared for so long a period of service

for their common good, and | am confident that your

name will be emblazoned in gold upon the annals of your

State and will long be remembered by your people with

gratitude and affection.

Your Highness has gen

T have been ealled :

changes that are no

when I[ visited you

is that an All-India

will be to the advantar

and British India alike

of India Act has be

Tam delighted to kn

of broad-minded arid?

sronsly referred to the part

sin the Constitntional

India. As TI stated

> my firm conviction

necessary safeguards

2 interests of the States

t time the Government

the Statute Book, and

sure has the|support

alers like Your High-

ness. The future of wv placed in her own

hands. In that future =s will be called upon to

hear an ever increasing share in the problems which beset

every Government. and Baroda, by reason of its high

standard of efficiency im education and administration

will be cxpeeted to play a role of great importance.

I have been very greatly interested in Your Highness’

reference to the scheme which vou lave put forward with

a view to the readjustment of the relations existing

between the Baroda State and certain of her tributaries.

Wnder this scheme, while you have sought to effect an

improvement in economie and administrative conditions

and to provide for financial relief to the States and

Fistates concerned, vou have wisely taken eare to leave

their powers and privileges unimpaired. I sincerely
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trust that the Feudatories to whom Your Highness has

referred will give your proposals their full and careful

consideration, for they will certainly he well advised to

do so,

Your Highness has mentioned the subject of Com-

munalism in India. It is for the/Jeaders of creeds and

communities so to set their house in order that toleration

may prevail. Communalism must necessarily retard

progress and (as T have said in a speech which I recently

made at Allahabad}, it i: uty of all those wha have

the welfare of theiz: o show courave and

wisdom so that thi radicated and India

may enter on her ne th the omens favour-

able and the course reartily endorse every

word that Your Highny don this subject end I

sincerely trust that you: ii wot fall on deaf ears

I thank Your

generous and gracicz

gratefully for the

th you have made with

regard to my wife’s rts and activities on

behalf of the women io one knows better

than I how well deserved those words are. The welfare

and progress of this great country are as near and dear

to her heart as they are to my own. I ean assure Your

Highness that it is a matter of the keenest disappoint-

ment to Her Excellency that ill-health has prevented her

heing with us all this evening.

I feel that IT cannot sit down without saying how

pleased T was to learn of the Hononr which was bestowed

at the New Year upon Your Fliehness’ Dewan, Sir V, T.

Krishnamacharia. who has plaved such an important part

in the Constitutional discussions which took place in

England and who has rendered such consistent and out-

standing service to Your Highness and to Baroda,
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Jn eonelusion I thank Your Highness once egain for

your kind hospitality and I must onee again say how

glad I um to have been able to he present here on this

auspicious occasion and to pay my tribute of regard to

Your Highness and Her Highness whose friendship I

have valued for many years, and I ask you all Ladies and

Gentlemen to join with me in offering to His Highness

our warmest congratulations upon the happy occasion of

his Diamond Jubilee, and to drink to the long life and

happiness to Their Highnesses and prosperity to the

Baroda State.

TECHNOLOGICAL

ODA.

OPENING OF TH

INST

vised the openine cere- 6th January

al Institute at Barada on 6
md =o made the folowing

His Excellency the

mony of the Science anc

Monday, the 6th Janu

speech :~-

nilemen,—It affords me

great. pleasure to oper nee and Tevhnological

Institute which has been erccted as a memorial to His

Highness the Maharaja Gaekwar on the oceasion of his

Golden Jubilee. I cannot eommend too highly the wisdom

of choosing a memorial of this kind, For it at once

embodies in a permanent form the feelings of affection

for His Highness which are held by those of his subjects

who have so generously contributed. to the cost of this

Institute. It also provides a means of further progress

and development on scientific lines within the State.

Your Highness, at

T have elsewhere alluded to the general and materia!

progress on modern lines within the Baroda State. I

can safely say that in such matters the Baroda State

igs second to none, and for this most satisfactory position
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the subjects of this State are greatly indebted to the

wisdom and foresight of its present ruler. Scientifie

research continues to play an ever-increasing part in the

modern progress and development of the human race, and,

through the medium of the Institute which I am about to

declare open, further facilities will be available to the

students and others of this State, of which I trust they

will take the fullest advantage.

I have great pleasure in declaring open the Golden

Jubilee Seience and ‘Per ai Tnstitute,

TONE OF THE NEW

* RAJKOT.

LAYING OF THE FG

ARTS ©

@ the following speech at

fi the New Arts College

1936 :—

7th January His Excellency the

1936. the laying of the Foun
at Rajkot on Tuesday

Thakore Saheb, Loe ailemen-~I must first

thank you, Thakore Sateby: ‘kind welcome you have
given me and for the charming way in which you have
referred to Her Excelleney, who mueh regrets that the’

pressure of other engagements has prevented her from

being present with me today. It gives me great pleasure

to visit Rajkot, and to see again a State which was well

known to me in the days of that fine sportsman, the late

Thakore Saheb Sir Lakhaji Raj. I am delighted to know

that financial conditions in your State are so satisfactory.

The central position of your State and the fact that your

capital is the headquarters of the Western India States

Agency have certainly contributed much to your material

resources. These circumstances also place you in a some-

what exacting position ; for your capital is constantly
visited by your brother Rulers and your administration
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ay under a critical scrutiny more constant than iu the case

of more outlying States.

I appreciate very much your reterence to the outcome

of my efforts towards the restoration of order and tran-

quillity in India, and the leading of her destinies to a

higher status. The measure which has now been enacted

represents the result of years of deliberation and dis-

@ussion between the various interests concerned, and

though, like all the products of human effort, it cannot

claim perfection, it @ resent, and is, I believe,

generally admitted # lid advance towards

the goal which all ; @ at heart, and holds

out promise of the Todia of that destiny

which is hers to ¢ il As you know, [

have always believed { ian States have a large

part to play towards 6 of that destiny ; and

I hope and believe uf fully realise their

responsibilities and it part in the establish-

ment of a great Fede

3.¢

1 am elad to kasi Saheb, of the measures

you have taken towards the satisfaction of the material

needs of your people, and it gives me great pleasure to

be associated with the foundation of your Arts College.

I am deeply touched by your desire to associate scholar-

ships at this institution with my own name and with

that of Her Excellency, and T am delighted to agree to

your suggestion, The geographical position of your capital

and its position ag an important railway centre render It

particularly suitable for such a College. and I am parti-

eularly pleased to know that the people not only of the

town, but also of the Civil Station have shown by solid

contributions their anxicty to forward the project. It

also seems t« me a matter of great satisfaction that the

College is to contain provision for vocational training. It
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is a commonplace of educational criticism in India that

the production of Arts graduates is greatly in excess of

the demand for them; and that India needs industrial

and scientific training for her young men if progress is

to be achieved and stagnation avoided. J hope therefore

that the practical training which you contemplate that

the College will afford will not be allowed to be over-

shadowed by a purely Arts course. I feel sure that it

is in the provision of a scientific and vocational training

that you can do most to serve your generation. Your

efforts in this directiy plosely watched by the

other Rulers of Kai} ur venture here is a

success, you may b& % will be copied else-

where. I will now ¥ are lay the fuundation

stone of this institutic sh for it all success as a

contributor towards ¢ zot only of Rajkot but

also of other areas of kot is the centre.

PRIZE-GIVING AT AS, COLLEGE, RAJKOT,

8th January His Excellency th ie the following speech

1936, at the Prize-giving ecremony at { the Rajkumar College, Rajkot,
on Wednesday, the 8th January 1936 :-—

Mr. Principal, Your Highnesses, Princes and Chiefs,

Ladies and Gentlemen-—l am delighted to have this ©

opportunity of visting once again the Rajkumar College

in whose activities when I was Governor of Bombay I

used to take a keen personal interest and to find that, in

spite of having passed through somewhat difficult times,

as, you, Sir, have told us, the oldest of the Chiefs’ Colleges

in India is, [ trust, on the fair way to renewed vigour and

usefulness in the life of the country.

lt was therefore with the greatest attention that I

listened to your most interesting remarks on all the
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changes that have been made in the general character of

the coliege-changes, let me say, with which [ most cordially

agree, and which, as you have truly said, required great

courage and decision on the part of the members of your

Counci!. And | think it is well that our oldest. Chiefy’
College should set this example to other Chiefs’ Colieges
in India of establishing a publie sehool system, which

T am sure will prove of great advantage to the young

men who are being trained here in giving them grit and

character to fit them for taking up their responsibilities

when they start their ear in public life,

xiety, Mr, Principal,

boy having his own

servants which was

6 to the dormitory and

the general custom in

am delighted to learn

upted the college, but

; something near 100

nderstand it, are still

only 40, a number har t to fulfil all the pur-

poses of a public school eit the class room or the

playing fields, and | much hope to see the rulers of the

Ageney and particularly of Kathiawar rallying to its

support and making it a strong and flourishing institution.

1 van well unde

when the change ws

set of rooms, his kite

the case when I came

general messing syster

all public schools in F

that this system has :

that the numbers ha

per cent. But the n

I have long had the privilege of the acquaintance and

friendship of the rulers of the States in Kathiawar, and

indeed of those throughout [India and have had mueh

experience of their generosity in subscribing to worthy

purposes. I um therefore delighted to know that the

memorial fund raised on the initiative of Tis Highness

of Rampur, to the memory of my old friend, His Highness

the late Jam Saheb of Nawanagar, who himself during

his life-time was the greatest champion of the fortunes

of the vollege for many vears, should have been given to
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1936.
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the founding of scholarships which will bear his name.

And I feel sure, Mr. Principal, that a word of very sincere

congratulation and thanks should go from me to you and

to all those who assist you lor the part you have taken

in successfully guiding the affairs of the college through

these difficult times of change, and it is clear that your

innovation of appointing a matron instead of a Sub-

Assistant Surgeon has proved eminently successful, for

Miss Hilson’s appointment has clearly had the most

admirable influence by giving confidence to all parents

that their children at the >are being thoroughly well

cared for. :

Lastly let me

listen to your expres
taken by Sir Courte

college, and (to use

help and wise advice

you. I need only adé

say on Sir Courter

will always be availa’!

future.

ry gratified I was to

eclation of the interest

iu the affairs of the

rords) of his * unfailing

» both been invaluable to

ttain, | am sure I may

that help and advice

“ you Yequire it in the

RECEPTION OF THE NON-SALUTE CHIEFS AND

TALUKDARS OF THE WESTERN INDIA STATS

AGENCY.

His Exeelleney the Viceroy made the following speech

at the reception of the non-Salute Chiefs and Talukdars of the

Western India States Agency on Wednesday, the 3th January

1936 :—

Gentlemen,—It gives me very great pleasure to

have this opportunity of meeting the non-salute Chiefs

and. Talukdars of this Ageney. Some of you living in

Kathiawar I have already met when I visited Rajkot as
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Governor of Bombay in 1916. Others, from the area now

known as the Sabar Kantha Agency, were not included

in an Agency with its headquarters in Rajkot when I last

visited Kathiawar.

Your numbers have considerably inereased since the

last ocvasion on which you were addressed by a Viceroy.

Tn aceordance with the policy laid down in the Montagu-

Chelmsford Report, Cuteh and the old Banas Kantha

Agencies were brought into direct relations with the

Government of India a h Rathiawar in October

1924. In pursuance icy the States of the

old Mahi Kantha wed in the Western

India States In Apri re also brought into

direet relation with { “0 of India with the

result that the gather © ineludes a number of

representatives of Guys 1 as of Kathiawar. To

the neveomers T offer ‘o all T wish to express

my best wishes and 2 at their difficulties

are appreciated, sa wpirations have the

idia.

iy

sympathy of the Gaver

The years sinee i ra Irwin visited Rajkot,

have not been years of plenty, but none have been years
of famine. Al Chiefs and Talukdars have suffered from

the world depression and the low prices ruling for agri-

emtural produce. Siens, however, are not wanting to

suggest that the period of depression is slowly passing

away, and with a revival of trade and industry the prices

of agrienltural prodnee are likely to rise,

aly

Tam sure that vou all realise that your chief strength

lies ti the prosperity and contentment of vour subjects,

and that as Tord Trwin pointed out to you in 1927, the

princioal justification of all rule is that it should be good

mie. Tn India as a whole the fact has reeently won

increasing recognition that the real India lives in the
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villages and that rural uplift deserves a prominent place

in any measure conceived for the general good. The

subjects of most of you are a purely agricultural popula-

tion, and it is the welfare of the cultivators with which

you are principally concerned. And in this connection

I would strongly urge on your attention the benefits which

attach to security of tenure for ocenpants of the land.

Without such security no cultivator will get the best out

of his land, and if the people suffer, the Ruler must

ultimately suffer also.

Western India States

bitter litigation, in

States and Talukas

d to the Court room.

the country as a whole

re welcome signs that

to realise that victories

tor as much as the

vanquished, and tha 0 compromise and a

readiness to discuss pc rence in a friendly spirit

are likely to result in Séitsmentsacceptable to both sides.

T appeal to von all to cultivate this spirit and tis to

extend the area of friendly co-operation and beneficent

enterprise.

The period of warts

Agency was followé

which the conflict

was transferred fre

In such conflicts the

were often forgotter

Chiefs and Talukdars

won in this field of

The passing of the Government of India Act is a

reminder that we are living in an age of change, and that

constitutional arrangements are in course of readjustment.

I believe that a Federal Constitution, which will bring the

Indian States for the first time into constitutional relation-

ship with British India, must add strength, stability and

prosperity to India as a whole. To many of you the

future may seem uneertain, and the precise means by

which the smaller States and Talukas are to be brought

into the Federal scheme can only be satisfactorily
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evolved if all concerned bring the right spirit to the

task. I believe that given goodwill the problem can he

solved in a manner which should be satistactory to all,

Some of you may regret that in your case as in that of

many of the salute States separate representation for

your States in the Federal Legislature of the future is

impossible. In a country of the size of India this cannot

be avoided. But I ean see no reason why the group re-

presentation proposed should not adequately voice your

interests.

In conelusion f sho

this meeting and ny

selves and your subi

10 Yepeat my pleasure at

the future of your-

OPENING OF THE W | GAM AT JUNAGADH.

His Excellency th pile

at the Opening of the

the 10th January 1936.

Your Highness, Gentlemen,—My _ first

pleasant duty is to ext Sour (ighness the warmest

thanks of Her Excellency and myself for the very friendly

and cordial] welcome you have given to us both today.

Let me say it was not texpected, for Your Highness

and I are very old friends, and I have always taken the

keenest interest in the progress and development of your

State ever since the days when I was Governor of Bombay

and you were a very youthful and budding ruler.

the following speech 10th Janua

at Junagadh on Friday, 1936.

As Your Highness has rightly observed, we bacl the

pleasure of visiting you in your State nearly 20 years ago,

and, with that visit still fresh in our memories, we felt

confident that a warm welcome would await us on our

return. Your Highness has referred to the disappoint-

ment you experienced when we had to postpone oar visit

to you last year. Tet me assure you that Lady Willingdon
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and I shared your disappointment, but we were determined

not to leave India without revisiting an old triend who

rules over the premier State in Kathiawar—one of the

leading Muslim States of India.

The traditional loyalty of the Babi House to the

British Crown and Empire has long been recognised by

many of my predecessors, and I shall have great pleasure

in communicating to His Majesty the King-Emperor

Your Highness’ assurance of your steadfast devotion and

loyalty to His Majesty’s Che and Person.

T was delighted 4

in whieh Junagadh {

in other important reé

to know that the ea

evident in your State

entirely disappeared.

assistance which Your

my Political Officers 3

me. J am sure that

ever deem it no less a ple

assistance of which vor ht

he satisfactory position

both financially and

a particular pleasure

ne whieh wade itself

x ago has now | hope

Fal reference to the

always received from

eat gratification {9

* in the past, they will

ailuty to give you any

need,

The fine buildings and institutions of Junagadh are

a Striking evidence of the solicitude and eare which Your

Highness and your predecessors have always shown for

the welfare and comfort of your subjects and the present

water-supply scheme will undoubtedly do a great deal more

in this regard. I very greatly appreciate the sentiments

which have prompted Your tlighness to call by my name

the Dam which is about to be inangurated and it gives

me much pleasure to know that the name of Willingdon

will be associated in future in Junagadh with a werk of

such important publie utility. T shonld like to take this

opportunity of congratulating the designer of the reservoir

and the engineers who have so suiecessfrlly earried ont the

work on which the large sum of eight lakhs of rupees has



Speeches by the Karl of Willingdon, 175

Unveiling of the Memurial Statue vf the late Jam Saheh of

Nawenagar.

been spent, It is my very sincere hope that the Willingdon

Dam and Reservoir, whieh J now declare open, will loug

stand to contribute to the well-being and comfort of the

people of Junagadh and as a memorial of the beueticent

activities of the Durbar,

UNVEILING OF THE MEMORIAL STATUE OF THs

LATH JAM SAHER OF NAWANAGAR.

of the late Jan. Saheb

anuary 1936, His Ex-

hg speech :-—

In unveiling the &

of Nawanagar on Sa

cellency the Viceroy a

trcntlemen,—I am sure

th feelings of consider-

‘ict atfecting speech which

as occasion which you

fain melancholy, Por

vividly to my mind a

y, a friendship between

Your Highness,

that we must all huve

able emotion io the very

Your Highness has ji

have truly said is i

to me today this ocd

friendship which [ vain 1s

yenr unele the late M 4 Nawanagar and myself

which began over 40 years ago when he was proving

himself to be one of the great st cricketers the world has

ever known, and which I rejsice to feel remained firm

and sure until the day of his death. 1 have always deeply

regretted that circumstances mde it necessary to postpone

the eelebration of is late Lig amess’ Silver Jubilee in his

State, for T should dearly lave liked to have paid my

tribute in his living presenee -o one who was always an

ambassador cf eo-operation, of friendship, and goodwult

between our two races, and who when he succeeded to the

ereat responsibilities of rulersh p of his State, was never

weary in working for the advanzement and welfare of his

people. But that was not to be Still as I feel, like you,

Your Highness, that those we ‘ove best in this life are

llth Janua

1936,
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always near us in spirit after they have left us to help

and guide us in undertaking our duties and responsibilities,

I am sure that your unele’s spiritual presence is with us

today, sharing with us the joy we all feel that his subjects

have raised this permanent memorial to their lafe miler,

a tribute from them all of their love and gratitude to him

for his constant care for and interest in their well-being,

I remember well when my wife and | came to visit His

Jate Highness in the year 1916, and he did us the honour

of naming the Willinedod

nent record of our ¢

then to create the nex

I come back again ix

ments all around me,

used in another cone

Sheba that the half ha

around me and see {i

a modern and healt

ft after us ay a perma-

had already begun

var, But now, when

he wonderful develop-

phrase that you have

io say like the Queen of

told me, for, as J look

zx and broad roads of

ravk that your uncle

found a city which d and imsanitary and

has left it to his sues dignified, and adorned

with fine public buildings of ail kinds, is completely

justified. Your Highness, he has Jeft you a great legacy,

but at fhe same time a very great responsibility, and I

rejoice in the knowledge that you have already shown

every evidence of following his splendid example, and of

setting yourself to continue his labours for the good of

your people, your country, and the British Empire.

And so, Sir, I shall perform this ceremony with a

heart full of memories of a great ruler, a great gentleman,

and above all to me personally a tried and trusted friend,

and it is my most sincere hope that that friendship, so

firmly based with the ruler of your house so many vears

ago, will remain with me during my life with Your

Highness and every member of your family.
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AT MORVI.

His Excellency the Viceroy made the following speech

at the opening of the “ Willingdon Secretariat” at Morvi on

Monday, the 13th January 1936 :—

Your Highness, Ladies and Gentlemen,—My first word

‘his morning must be to express to Your Highness from

my wife and myself our pleasure and happiness at finding

ourselyes enjoying the hospitality of a very old friend

and our visit recalls to our minds many recollections

of those tour years io xen, Your Highness and

Your Highness’ late; ver weary in helping

ts in all our mans sted with the Great

the very kind terms

ned us to your State

tering, terms in whieh

1 labours during the

nr country. T[ need

ed at your suggestion

that this fine butldiay my Name, and T accept

the honour very glad Your Highness that we

both feel it a great privilege to be given this opportunity
te be present at this gathering and to declare open this

magnificent group of buildings of the genesis cf which

Your Highness has given us so interesting an account.

It is clear that Your Highness, while respecting by the

retention as a temple of the central building the religious

impulse which animated your late father, has turned the

remainder t> a practical use which is, if T may say

so, thoroughly characteristic of Your Highness. Morvi

has been fortunate in the possession of architects and

builders capable of desiging and constructing such

buildings and of Rulers with the power and the will to

bring them into being. I have already seen enongh of

the town to show me that the Secretariat is not the only

War. I am sineere}

in which Your Highr

and the generous, inde

you have referred to

happy years we ha

hardly say that I fee

(3th Januas

1936,



178 Speeches by the Earl of Willingdon.

Opening of the “ Willingdon Secretariat” at Morri.

fine building here, and that on all sides are to be seen

evidences of the taste and generosity of Your Highness

and of the late Ruler, your father.

IT have been most interested. as 1 am sure we all

here have been, to listen to the account of what the

Durbar have done in the more practical and wtilitarian

sphere. Railways, tramways, telephones, Town ond Port

Development, State workshops, an Agricultural Bank,

Water Works and a Famine Insurance Fund all testify

to the care of the administrati

the people. On Hospital

ready expended, and:

large sum of rupee

commemorate by a né

Their Majesties, Fre

Secondary, show that

for as well as their b

efforts which are bei:

status of the depress

with the efforts Your

and improve the fate

fur the material needs of

ous sums have heen al-

as told us that ihe

been set apart to

the Silver Jubilee of

both Primary and

i the people ave eared

. glad to know of the

improvement, of the

pathise strongly also

making to perpetuate

4 of horses. The im-

provements of whieh Your Tlighness has spoken have cost

large sums of money. and have only een possible as a

result of the careful managenient af the State finances,

I congratulate Your Highness in having been able to

cts

achieve so satisfactory a financial position, especially in

view of the somewhat diffienlt situation with whieh yon

were faced on your suecession to the Gadi.

T appreciate very much Your Highness’ reference to

the approaching termination of my period of office as

Governor-General of India and the good wishes sou have

expressed for Her Excellency and myself. Though we

shall shortly be leaving India. we shall never forget it on
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the many Eriends we have made here ; and our interest

in India and our with it will not grow less

when we leave its shores. We shall always be glad to

have had an opportunity to visit Morvi and to reaffirm

a friendship whieh was made lony years ago, and we shall

always remember the very kind welcome we have received

from your subjects today. We wish Your Highness and

your State all happiness and an ever-increasing share of

prosperity, and trust inany opportunities of

meeting each other 3:

svinpathy

LAYING OF THE #%

NEW WILLINGRO

AND THE UNVELL

HIGHNESS.

STONE OF THE

AT WANKANER

STATUE OF HIS

His Excellency the

the oveasion of the layin

“Willingdon Hospital”

statue of His Highness ot

Your Highness, J

men,—Before replying

charming speeches to {

to convey toe you, Malt

tolations on the conf

the King-Emperor of

Honours List. Tam st

of all who are present

Highness has indeed

which His Majesty hat

upon you.

« following speech on

tion Stone of the new

Wankaner and the unveiling of the

luesday, the 14th January 1936 :—

President, Ladies and Gentle-

9 the two most interesting and

ieh we have just listened, I wish

ana Saheb, my heartiest congra-

Int upon you by Tis Majesiy

K. CLS. 7, the New Year’s

that T am voicing the sentiments

in

‘re today when T say that Your

‘ell merited the high distinction

wen graciously pleased to confer

1dth January

1936.
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ness.

And now, Your Highness, T must thank you most

gratefully on behalf of Her Excellency and myself for the

very cordial welcome you have extended to us both today.

We are delighted to be with you and we appreciate to

the full the generous references you have made to sueh

services as we have been privileged to render to this great

country in past years.

Your Highness hax

Wankaner in the Gre:

with characteristic

played. Being in Bow

that all that Your The

true and if proof were:

to recall the militars

bears as a result. of

enhancement of you

loyal and devoted servi

your subjects during

to the part played by

a have also recalled

vt that you yourself

s, at the time, | know

taimed—and more—is

that faet, one has only

Your Highness now

onal services and the

vas a tribute to the

ny Your Highness and

terrible years,

ot

T listened with the greatest interest to your acconnt

of the improvements—particularly in the development of

sanitation and medical relief—which you have been able to

achieve in your State sinee you came to the Gadi, and the

hospital, of which Ll am shortly to lay the foundation stone,

is a further testimony to the constant and abiding interest

which Your Highness has always shown for the comfort

and well-being of your people.

Mr, President, it was with particular pleasure that

I listened to the charming and sincere tribute which you

paid in your speech to His Highness the Maharana Saheb,

and I am delighted to think I am associating myself with

you and all His Highness’ subjects by unveiling a statue
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ners,

of His Highness by the erection of which vou are giving

practical expression of the gratitude and devotion that

you all feel towards your ruler. His Highness can look

back through the long period of his rule to years of quiet

and unobtrusive work for the good of his subjects and of

many beneficent measures steadfastly carried out.

In a State where the majority of the subjects depend

on agriculture for their hi i. His Highness has done

much for the comme ‘fomoting a Cultivators’

Bank and the active ' irrigation. As you

have rightly said, 3 no increased acreaze

under the plough of § cent. ig a proof of the

success of His Highne « The reduction of

taxes, the reorganisati “alice, the development.

of industry, along wit ent and beautification

of the urban area and a competent judiciary,

independent of the exe: achievements of which

both ruler and sub} be proud, and have

been rendered possible only as a result of careful economy

and studious avoidance of all wasteful and speculative

expenditure The inerease during the present century

inthe namber of pupils in the State schools and the large

increase in State expenditure on edneation also Lear

testimony to an enlightened administration.

The pieture which you, Mr. President, have drawn of

His Highness as a man accords well with the record of his

achievements, and T look forward in a few moments’

time to unveiling a statue which I trust will ever serve

to recall to the people of Wankaner the deep debt of

gratitude they owe to His Highness Maharana Shri Sir

Amarsinhji Banesinbji. .
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AT LIMBD1.

1ath oe January His Excellency the Viceroy performed the opening ceremony

036 of the Shri Daulatsinhji Bridge at Jimbdi on Wednesday, the
Sth January 1936, and made the following speech --

Thakor Saheb, Ladies and Gentlemen,—[ must first

of all thank you, Thakor Saheb, for the very kind way in

which you have welcomed Her Excellency and myself to

your capital, and for the charming references which you

have made In your speech both to Her Excelleney and to

myself. 1t gives us both the wreatest pleasure to visit a

friend of such longs st t, Sir, to refresh old

memories of your first visited some 20

years ago and to see" e Idany improvements

whieh you have effec « IT have been most

interested to hear of which you have adopted

since your accession in 1908 to falfil the

promises you then mat - the happiness of vour

people. You have 4 as been done in the

provision of free e medical relief, and

I have heen particuta to know of rhe suecess

of the Girls’ School er Exeellency’s name.

The re-planning and re-building of the town of Limbdi

have done much to contribute towards the welfare of its

inhabitants. and | oam = glad—though not sarpmsed-—-to

know how at your recent Jubilee celebrations your subjects

showed their appreciation of your efforts in their belialf,

The construction of the bridge which | am about to declare

open over the Bhogavo river will bring the town of Limbdi

within easy reach of outlying sreas of the Stata, and J

congratulate you, Sir, on the completion of the bridge,

whieh as you have told us, was initiated some seven years

ago. Demands on the Road Development aeeount are

numerous and it is impossible for all the claimants for

assistance from it to be satisfied ; but in the final outecme

the State has succeeded in building a magnificent bridge

+
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which ] trust may stand for many years as a memorial

to the Ruler whose name it bears. It will now give me

great pleasure to declare the bridge open.

OPENING OF THE RAM RAJKENDRASINHJI HOSPITAL

AT LIMBDI.

His Hixeellency the Viceroy made the following speech 15th Januas

on the oveasion of the opening of the Rain Rajendrasinhji 1936.
Hospital at Limbdi on Wednesday, the 15th January 1936 :--

Thakur Saheb, i

expressed to you, The

to Her Excellency «

appointment which wé

visit an oid friend an

capital, first visited i

glad that it sbould bh

with the opening «

the Danlat Bridge, 3

ten,—-T have already

leasure it has given

eulally after the dis-

silfered last year, to

Pb our memories of your

1G T am particularly

any lot to be associated

such public utility as

fospital which we see

before us, The name ffospital bears has a

pathetic interest for ayy perpetuating as it does, the

memory of vour young and promising grandson, and we

need hardly assure you of our deep sympathy in your

loss by his untimely death.

Tam sure you have all been as interested as 1 have

been to listen to the account which the Thakor Saheb has

given us of the development and expansion of medica!

facilities in his State. Tn this Hospital towards the cost

of whieh a share has been borne by the people of Limbdi

there stands a permanent memorial of the humane impulses

of both Ruler and people. The snms expended on its

construction and equipment, and the most generous pro-

vision over and ubove the initial outlay made hy the

Thakor Saheh towards an endowment fund ensure that
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it will be maintamed in an efficient manner. The Thakor

Saheb has referred, may 1 say with justice, to the untiring

efforts of Her Excellency towards the alleviation of suffer-

ing among the people with whom she has lived during the

years she has been in this country ; and if the onercus

duties of my office have prevented me from taking an

equally active part, you are right ti thinking that I am

as deeply interested in all efforts towards this object. 1

rejoice to know of this fresh instance of the Thakor Saheb’s

solicitude for his subjects in this regard, and I trust that

the Hospital which it w -¢ Me great pleasiuve fo

declare open may lor 4 the welfare of the

people of Limhbdi.

BANG

His Highness the M:

in honour of Their Exeq

the 16th January 1936

His Exeetlency the Viet

his State on Thursday,

=the toast of his health

Your Highness, fat

once express to Your Highness the warmest thanks of Her

Excellency and myself for the very kind terms in which

you have proposed our healths. Your Highness las given

a very apt quotation from the Harrow School Song, and,

although it is a somewhat unusual experience for me, I

feel that T can on this oceasion identify myself heartily

with a Harrow sentiment and follow Your Highness’

admirable exainple in making a short speech. Jfowever,

let me assure Your Highness that both Her Excellency

and J are delighted to have this opportunity of revisiting

Bhavnagar and seeing once again a State in which we

were entertained nearly twenty years ago when Your

Highness’ father was Ruler of your State. He was in

his life-time one of the best and truest friends J ever had
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in India. I well remember the cordial weleome he gave

us on our first visit to Bhavnagar at that time, and J

can particularly call to mind an event on that occasion

which much impressed itself on my mind, when I was

driven in a motor car round the city by Her Highness,

your incther, who proved to be most skilful at the wheel.

And may I add that the photograph to which Your

Highness referred in your speech is ample proot that, if

young in years, you are also—to me—old in friendship

foo.

May I make on

a very old friend o

of Your Highness’ $

shall always be gra

guidance io me wher

gether in my early ye

work in Bombay. Tf thi

both grown grey in ti

certainly claim that ‘

service to the Rulers 6

- personal reference to

listinguished eitizen

asbanker Pattani, I

¢ his loyal help and

mately associated to-

in our administrative

an claim that we have

= Empire, and he ean

nstinted and devoted

Zor many long years.

T have been much to listen to the modest

account Your Highness has given of what you have been

able to do for your people since you assumed the ad-

ministration of vour State four years ago. The Durbar

has been most generous in writing off revenue arrears and

the arrangements made to liquidate the private debts of

cultivators represent a solid contribution to the welfare

of your agricultural population. I am glad to learn. too,

that. efforts are being made to improve the facilities for

technical education in Bhavnagar and thus reduce in some

measure the unemployment which I always feel is made

more acute in this country by the fact that undue adherence

is paid to purely literary studies. I was furthermore very

pleased to see thig morning both the completion of the

scheme for improving the water supply of Bhavnagar and

3 SL
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the inauguration of the drainage and water-supply pro-

jects whieh I trust will in due course contribute much

to the comfort and convenience of the people of this town,

I congratulate Your Llighness on the great imrerest, you

are taking in the welfare of your subjects, and I am sure

that in the years to come you will continue to maintain

that interest.

Your Highness, 1 thank you once again for the very

kind hospitality you have shown to us during ow visit.

You may be sure that Her Hxeeleney and I will always

take the keenest inter 1 your State, and we

shal] look forward | he promise of your

early days has becn your maturity.

vay all to drink to theLadies and Genti

toast, Lis Highness thehappiness and prospe

Maharaja of Bhavnagar

LUNCH TANA.

7th January The Thakor Saheb of sve a Luneheon Party in

1936. honour of Their Excellencies’ visit to his State on Friday, the
17th January 1936. In replying to the toast of his health Mis

Excellency the Vieeroy said :—

Thakor Saheb, Ladies and Gentlemen,—It has given

Her Excellency and myself the greatest pleasnre,

Thakor Saheb, to come to Palitana once again after many

years and to renew our acquaintance with its people. ‘Lhe

interest of our visit here today is enhanced by the fact

that the pleasure of a visit to your State has fallen to

the lot of no previous Viceroy. We thank you most

cordially for the warmth of the weleome you have ex-

tended to us and for the very charming words you have

just used in proposing our healths for the acceptance of

those present here this afternoon who, like ourselves, have
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the privilege of enjoying your kind and generous

hospitality.

I was particularly plensed to hear the delightful
tribute that you paid to those who were responsible for

your early upbringing, and I am confident that if they

were with you today, they would be proud indeed to see

that the time and care they expended on yon in your

early davs had produced such successful results and that

their charge had proved himself to be such a worthy ruler

of his subjects, You, Thak Salieh, like I at mine, re-

presented your schoo { Iam sure that the

experience that, you ying field must have

stood you in good ste You learnt how to

take hard knocks, vo eam spirit and above

all you learnt how to me whether the wicket

was a good or a stich

IT was greatly int

measures which you,

disposal, have carried

ar of the progressive

‘ed resources at your

te during your period

of rule, and T would p ike to congratulate you

on your having fixed a Sf for your own expendi-

ture, on your having appointed an independent judiciary

and on your having created a pensionable State Service with

security of tenure, No ane can deny that these are measures

of far-reaching importance which must conduce in no small

way to the well-being af vour State. Your interest in

other fields, such as the provision of edueation, increased

medical aid, a water and electrie light supply, a new

matket which you, Thakor Saheb, have been good enough

to name after me, and last, but not least, the library which

T was privileged to open today aud whieh will perpetuate

in Palitana the Silver Jubilee of onzv beloved Sovereign,

the King-EEmperor, is further proof—if such were needed—

of the constant care and attention that you hava displayed

in the welfare of your subjects.
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TY am looking forward to secing once again the

Palitana paddock, which I first visited 20 years ago, and

I am delighted to hear that you, Thakor Saheb, are

following the splendid example of your grandfather and

father in the interest which you take in your Stud and

in your efforts to maintain purity of blood and quality in

the famous Kathi breed.

In conclusion I wish to thank you very sinecrely for

the charming remarks you have made with regard to my

wife’s activities with every word of which I inmost fully

and cordially agree. Ex ai you, Thakor Saheb,

that it will give me ¢ le pleasure to convey

to Their Majesties thi cur loyalty and devo-

tion, and I will also x jesty of the interesting

event in your life tha fous of, an event which

I know will always be great pride to yourself,

and the recollection : be of great interest to

Her Majesty.

Ladies and Gent

drinking to the healt®

Palitana,

2 to Join with me in

Biness Of the Thakor of

ADDRESS OF WELCOME FROM THE PEOPLE OF

GONDAL.

i8th January His Exeellency the Viceroy reecived an Address of Welcome

from the people of Gondal on Saturday, the 18th January 1936,

and in reply said :—

Sheth Revashanker Vanechand, Ladies and Gentle-
men-—I thank you, Sir. very warmly for the nind!y and

cordial welcome that you, on behalf of the people of

Gondal, have extended to Her Excelleney and myself
today. It is a very real pleasure to us both to visit Gondal

once again and to have this opportunity of renewing the
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acquaintance of many whom we met when we were last

here in 1916.

It is but natural that on this occasion you should

remind me of the great celebrations held bere just over

a year ago to commemorate the Golden Jubilee of my

old friend, THis {ghness the Maharaja. 1 learnt at that

time of the enthusiastic way in which you gave expression

to your feelings of gratitude and loyalty to your Ruler

who has so ably and sympathetically guided the affairs of

his State for many long years. J share with you your

admiration for Tiy Qig imple and uwnostentatious

mode of living, for is economy, for his care

for Is subjects ay achievements in his

State which have & ossible by the eareful

management of his fi are indeed to be con-

eratulated on the adm on of roads and schools

with which His Highs svided you and on the

security of tenure iivators amongst you

enjoy. The complet ation makes you the

envy of many whe a srtunate position, and

makes me feel that iai life here is aver, I

might seriously consider requesting His Highness to allow

me to take up my permanent residence in Gondal as a

subject of his State. In h's very early days, Wis Highness

gave you a foretaste of his quality when, soon alter

succeeding to the Gadi, he conceived and carried out his

design of becoming a Doctor of Medicine of a European

University. The standard whieh Tis Highness set in his

youth he has maintained throughout his life, and 1 feel

sure that it must have been as gratifving to His Tighness

as it was to myself to listen to the fine tribute which you,

Sir, on behalf of your fellow citizens paid to your Ruler

during the course of sour remarks this morning.

You have referred to the fact that Her Excelleney

and 7 will shortly be leaving India. We shall do so with
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great regret, but at the same time we shall carry away

with us a real affection for her people, delightful memories

of happy yéars spent in this wonderful country, aud grati-

tude for the many kindnesses that we have received on

every hand. I thank you once again for the warmth of

the welcome you have given us, and I trust that futur:

years may bring happiness and prosperity to you all.

BANQUET AT PORBANDAR.

19th January His Excellency the Vi

1936. the State Banquet at Por

1936 :— :

ade the following speech ai

anday, the 19th Jananr,

Your Highness,

assure Your Highne

genuine pleasure that y

tality of Your Highne

personal friends, for:

Highness and your

Bombay, and I ars

actively to continue ¢ fter IT eame out lien 3

Viceroy now that all th es of Kathiawar are in |

relations with the Government of India.

vifemen,—I need hard:

with feelings of ver

seives enjoying the hoy:

we can claim as o.°

kin the affairs of Y.»

a I was Govermucr

Pthat T have been aia!
a

You have been good enough to make the mosf cha: 4

ing and generous remarks with regard to such bine: |

services as my wife and I have been privileged to m2

in different parts of the world, and very particular: i

this wonderful country, where it has been our gor) 3

tune to have lived and laboured for 16 of the bes as

of our lives, years which have been in many wiv ro

of the most important and anxious in the history t«

eountry. Looking back over that time IT ean frat soy

that we have both done our best to work for the» / -e

of the people, and while I am fully aware that (!: re

some who thoroughly disapprove of all I have don ij ee
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{ have been Viceroy, I hope and think there are few who

have not appreciated my wife’s untiring efforts in all

branches of social service.

You have spoken of my interest in games, and I

must frecly confess that 1 always in my youth preferred

sport and play to working for examinations. But tonight

I have the opportunity of saying in public what £ have
before now said to you in private, that we ought all to

be extremely grateful to Your Highness for the splendid

way in whiclry you led the Indian cricket team over in

England nearly four ye anid bow much I feel the

success aud popular uring their visit was

due to Your Highness guidance.

1 the historical account

£ State of Porbandar,

pride in her past and

credit and increase her

ys.

I have been deep

you have given us of

and can fully underst

your determination to

prosperity in these %

You tell me of ¥ Le give medical relief to

your people and to im miucational advantages,

and it is good to hear ‘that ‘some of your State scholars

are already making their mark in scientifie or ad-

ministrative work in this country.

As Your Highness has pointed out, Porbandar has a

Jong sea board in proportion to its depth of territory,

and the population look naturally and largely to the sea

and to sea traffic for a livelihood. Ag in the case of the

other maritime States of Kathiawar therefore the port

assumes a great importance to the people and you may

not be surprised when I say that. I have learnt something

of your port in recent years, All the maritime States

have problems of considerable diffieulty. I hope that as

the result of the discussions which have been taking place

between my Government and the Durbars something
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material may be done to settle conflicting claims and to

satisfy legitimate aspirations, and I certainly Lope that

Porbandar, whose ruler has shown so great a readiness

to co-operate towards the common good, may not be the

least. gainer from any settlement arrived at. Tach State

has its own special difficulties, and I can only say that it

is my earnest desire to see all neighbouring States co-

operating for their mutua! advantage and the welfure of

Kathiawar generally. It is my sineere hope, that, when

the long period of depression through which we nave

passed through disappears and better times return to us,

as I trust very sii i} be a considerable in-

crease in your i and increasing pros-

perity to your Sta

Your Highness,

many shortcomings

Pray set your mind

we shall long hav

very delightful ting

old friend, the hea

whose health and tha

hecested there have been

angements for our visit.

we have found none anil

pns of a very full but

e guiding hand of an

‘oi, House of Porbandar,

narani I ask you to drink,

OPENING OF THE WILLINGDON AIR STATION AT

NEW DELHI.

His Execelleney the Viceroy performed the Opening Cere-

mony of the Willingdon Air Station, New Delhi, on Saturday,

the 15th February 1936, and made the following speech :—

_ Ladies and Gentlemen,—i think you will well under-

stand my feelings when I say that nothing could possibly

give my wife and myself more satisfaction than to be

present at and participate in this interesting ceremony,

whieh gives very practical evidence of the advance that

eivil aviation is steadily making in many different parts
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of this country, a country which, as you, Sir, have truly

said, gives almost unrivalled opportunities for air travel.

It is therefore with the greatest pleasure that we come

here to open the first modern Air Station in British India,

and are proud to feel that it will always be known as the

Willingdon Air Station, and we trust that, when we have

left this country, the name may remind many friends

whom we leave here of an air-minded Viceroy and Vicerene

who felt the advantage of using air transport in fulfilling

many of their varied engagements.

I am sure you wi r,

Sir Frank Noyce’s ¥

of this present develt

of the building whict

that, thanks to the

ciation with my hone

to follow the scheme

organisation in Indi

Some of you may hi

een interested to hear

t of the main objects

nteresting description

2 us. Tecan assura you

£ elose personal asso-

cazue, IT have been able

lopment of the ground

ttention and interest.

. the Governiwent of

India have been sio¥ g air activities, but I

would ask you to remember chat my Government have

heen obliged in the past, partly for financial reasons, and

partly owing to the uncertainty as to the rate at which

air transport would develop, to feel their way carefully

in this matter. I think T can safely say that the future

of air transport is now assured and this general develop-

ment scheme, of which Sir Frank Noyce has told us and

which will cost over 90 lakhs, is sufficient evidence of

the confidence of my Government in the future of eivil

aviation. Though at present our purpose must be to

concentrate at most aerodromes on the essential require-

ments of safe operation, it will undoubtedly be necessary,
as traffic develops, to provide the larger aerodromes with

more elaborate control buildings, and I think it very

fitting that the first modern Air Station should be opened
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at the Capital of India, and it is further satisfactory to

know that the building itself is only a part of the improve-

ments to the Delhi Aerodrome which should now be serv ice-

able throughout the year for traffic at all times of the

day and night. While I am very grateful to you, Sir, for

your kind remarks as to the way we have encouraged

aviation since we have lived here, I must tell you that

you are running us very close, for I have a vivid recollee-

tion of a tour you took, I think last November, in the

South of India when you, ulated by air various engage-
ments at various cit ppeared to be an ex-

haustingly short spe @ were I understand

under the care and ¢ n National Airways.

And whilst referr

this country, I fee! it

new science owe a dee

the Maharaja of Jod

but has rightly earn

of the whole organis

‘arament of aviation in

+ are interested in this

titude to His Tighness

only an expert pilot,

uise for the efficiency

odrome at Jodhpur.

And now, Ladies # entionen, it is my privilege

to declare open the Willingdon Air Station and at the

same time to hoist officially for the first time the Air

Ensign which has been adopted by India as the flag of

Commercial Aviation. In doing so let me express the

hope, which I am sure will be shared by all who are present

here today, that the Air Ensign will fly proudly over the

Willingdon and other Air Stations in this country as a

symbo] of India’s determination to take her part in the

world-wide development of Civil Aviation.

OPENING OF THE INAUGURAL MEETING OF THE
INDIAN INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS.

His Excellency the Viceroy made the following s;eech at

the Inaugural Meeting of the Indian Institute of International
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Affairs at the Viceroy’s House on Tuesday, the 3rd March

1936 -—

Ladies and Gentlemen,—I need hardly say that it gives

me very great pleasure to preside at thig meeting which

has for its object the establishment of a branch in India

of the Royal Institute of International Affairs. Many of

you here this evening are, like myself, members of the

Parent Institute in London, but to those who are not I

would like to say a very few words in order to enlighten

you as to the aims aud = ag which the Institute

was established. 1 s follows :—

Firstly, the enc

standing of Internati

of increasingly ragid

more important for

be study and wunder-
& which in these days

ion become more and

ty year by year.

intenance of sources

Affairs by means of

reparation of records

Secondly, the pri

of information upon

lectures and discussio

and reports,

And thirdly, to promote the exchange of informa-

tion, knowledge and thought on International Affairs,

and the understanding of the circumstances, conditions

and views of nations and peoples.

I do not intend to dilate on these points, for we have
the good fortune to have with us this evening one who is

much better qualified to do so than I am. [ refer to

Commander Stephen King-Hall, the official representative

of the Council of the Royal Institute who has undertaken

this long journey in order to help us with the formation

of our Branch out here, and I am sure you would wish

to join with me in extending to him a very cordial weleome

and to assure him that we shall all be extremely grateful

to him for any advice and help that he can give us.
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There is one particular matter, however, that I should

like to stress and that is that the Institute is strictly non-

political in character, I myself as Viceroy of India am

an Honorary President along with the Prime Ministers of

Great Britain, Canada, Australia, New Zealand and South

Africa. ‘The Presidents of the Institute coniprise the

leaders of all shades of political thought. This, to my

mind, is a most important point which we would do well

to bear in mind upon this occasion of the inauguration of

our Branch.

One more word

of the Institute in *

Chatham House, th

purehased as a regu

Canadian gentleman

R. W. Leonard. Any

to visit Chatham li

greatly the Institut:

Empire fellow citizens. any other generous

gifts have been made, an that if, as I firmly believe,

the Indian Branch attains the “importance that it should,

a ‘‘ Chatham House ’’ will be established in India where

meetings may be held and a first class brary of books

and other documents on international subjects may be

installed for the benefit of our members.

ne. The Headquarters

tuated in Loudon at

- which premises were

maificent donation of a

ife, Colonel and Mrs.

been fortunate enough

Hate to the full how

these very generous

The growing interest of India in international ques-

tions is a justification for the step that we are now about

to take. Accurate information is most necessary on the

various issues which now dominate the intervaticnal

situation and by which India is affected, and this is one

of the services which the proposed Institute will provide.

Ladies and Gentlemen, we will now proceed with the

Agenda which is before us, and I will ask Sir Erie
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Miéville to read some of the Messages of Crectings
which have been received.

OPENING OF THE WILLINGDON PARK AND STADIUM

AT JODHPUR.

His Excellency the Viceroy performed the Opening

Ceremony of the Willingdon Park and Stadium at Jodhpur, on

Tuesday, the 17th March 1936, and made the following speech :—

Your Highness, Ludtes «

say what a pieasure it i

to Jodhpur today an

the pleasant privilege oi

But my pleasure is som

also here to bid farewell t

1 can truly say I have ka

has entirely fulfilied ¢

he first was called on if

ties 13 years ago, ani

greatest friendship and i.

lived in India.

Prince whom I think

inve his boyhood, who

Let me add that I was determined, if possible, to come

over today in order that I might show my appreciation to

Your Ilighness in your own eapital and before your own

subjects, before I lay down the reins of my office as Viceroy

in a very few weeks from now.

Although Your Hichness informs me that the com-

plete project is not yet finished, I am sure all present will

join me in paying tribute to the beauty of the buildings

and gardens which now surround us and which evoke the

most genuine admiration not only for their symmetry and

order, but also for their unique setting. Nothing grander

eowld be conceived than this back-ground of towering walls

17th March
1936.
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and ramparts. To all who in the future will walk in these

pleasant gardens of an evening or play games in the

stadimua, the sight of these old battlements looking out

over the wide horizons of Marwar will be an ever-present

reminder that the centuries of Rajput battle and strife are

stored up in those stones, and that the young Rathor

Prince who is now their guardian embodies all that is best

ot ancient chivalry and modern ideas.

To Your Highness is due the original idea of creating

these gardens and buildings and now that we see the

translation of those fir ghts into conerete shape, we

must acknowledge th anent boon that Your

Highness has besta aspeople of Jodhpur.

These gardens wili < , a8 Your Highness so

truly remarks, both f a bodies of generations

of Jodhpur townsfcik : »¢ a haunt of beauty and

peace where the toiliag xay come in the evenings

and obtain rest and meth for the morrow.

I should like ¢ te of praise to that

already expressed by ¥ 8 when you referred

to the services render ‘dgar, Mr. Goldstraw and

Mr. Mustoe and the Pubhe "Works Department staff in the

completion of this work.

I need hardly say how sorry Lady Willingdon is that

she could not be with me today to see these gardens which

will bear our name ; but Your Highness can readily under-

stand how great is the pressure of our engagements at

present and how difficult we find it to meet all the demands

that are made on our time,

It does, however, afford me the most genuine pleasure

to find myself in Jodhpur today, and I am proud and

grateful to Your Highness for having decided to name these

beautiful gardens after me and for asking me to open

them today. Before declaring them open, however, I would

like to take this last opportunity of bidding Your Highness,
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up belialf of my wife and myself, a most genuine and

affectionate farewell and give our assurance that, though

we are shortly about to leave India, we shall carry away

cherished memories of our friendship with Your Highness

and Your Highness’ family, and we earnestly hope that

many opportunities will still oceur in the future to keep

alive a friendship that we value so deeply.

I now have great pleasure in declaring the Willingdon

Gardens open.

ADDRESS FROM ¥ NIVERSITY COURT,

wed an address presented 22nd Mare

iy at Aligarh on Sunday, 1936.
ne following terms :—

His Exeellency the

by the Members of the Me

the 22nd March 1936, and

Your Ezalted ce-Chancellor, Ladies

and Gentlemen,—Let u first for the loyal

sympathy which you hayesespresséd with His Majesty the

King-Emperor and Her Gracious Majesty Queen Mary in
the loss which they and the whole British Empire recently

sustained in the death of His late Majesty, King George V.

The universality of His late Majesty’s interest in

everything pertaining to his vast and far-flung Dominions

is reflected in the universality of the grief which his death

has evoked. It is no wonder that, in the course of a life

dedicated to publie service, His late Majesty should hava

been brought into personal touch with this institution.

His Majesty the present King-Emperor and Queen Mary

will, I feel sure, deeply appreciate the message of con-

dolence which the authorities of the University wish me to

communicate to them. I readily charge myself with the

duty which you have entrusted to me in this behalf.
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It is a very real joy to me that, before the end of my

long period of service in India, I have at last been able to

visit Aligarh, to see with my own eyes an institution which

has played a great and a prominent part in the develop-

ment of education in India. The pleasure is enhanced

by the presence here today of your new Chancellor and

my old friend, His Exalted Highness the Nizam of

Hyderabad, to whose hereditary and munificent interest in

the University you have paid a just tribute. May I say

that to what he and his distinguished forbears have done

for the University Hi

by his acceptance of hancellor. A Prince

pre-occupations lays

even a national insti igarh under a special

obligation when he as am sure you will agree

is a position of conside nsibility.

mn its traditions. The

its founder, Sir Sayed

Mohammedan Ancglo-

Oriental College as thé where his co-religionists

could embrace a wider 2, synthesis of western

and Islamic cultures. Here Muslims were to be imbued
with modern knowledge, and to be trained in a spirit of

discipline and progress with a view to their community

being enabled to render still more effectively their contri-

bution to the ,right development of Indian life, The

records of this University and of the College which pre-

ceded it indicate that these lofty ideals have been fulfilled;

in many walks of life there are Aligarh men who are bear-

ing the torch of their alma mater in a wider sphere.

Aligarh is indeed

rare vision and unig?

Ahmad, helped to es!

Tt is a matter of special gratification and pride to me

that men and women of my race have played no mean part

in building up these traditions. Two of them, Sir Theodore

Morison and Miss Beck, have alas ! only lately departed

this life. I share with you the sense of loss that you must
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be feeling in this breach of living links with the past.

May the inspiring heritage of traditions and ideals which,

with the great men of your own race, Mr. Vice-Chancellor,

whom you have mentioned, they, in modest measure,

helped to create, be a source of progressive inspiration to

you and your successors in the years to come.

Mr, Vice-Chancellor, I have listened with much interest

to the address which you have just delivered, Time will

not permit of my touching on all the points that you

have mentioned, suggestive as they are. I shall, however,

say a few words in reply appeal that the Govern-

ment of India will edi your assistance and

enable you to mai? fia character of the

University. As you 4 en the University was

established, the Gover dia fixed their recurring

contribution at Rs, o > annum. This was in

1920. In 1926 it was ne and a quarter lakhs

and in 1930 to threa i tion to this, more than

twenty lakhs of rup warded from time to

time in capital grant “Reree that, considering

the many pressing < pment resources, this is

no mean record.of financial response to the needs of ‘the
University. Since 1932 the recurring grant to the Uni-

versity hus been reduced by 10 per cent.; a ent to which

all grants made by the Government of India have been

subject. I understand that, during the last few months,

a request has been made to my Government that, as this

reduction compelled the University to reduce the salaries

of the staff and as Government have restored the cuts

made in the salaries of their own employees, the cut of

Rs. 30,000 in the annual grant of the University should

be restored. I am glad to be able to announce that we

have decided to make this restoration for each of the three

Universities that are in receipt of an annual grant-in-aid

from Central Revenues. I refer to Aligarh, Benares and
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Delhi. I shall not anticipate the terms of the official

communication that you will receive, I hope shorily, on

the subject. At the moment 1 would merely emphasise,

Mr. Vice-Chaneclor, ‘that we expect the University of

Aligarh to utilise the amount restored towards the pur-

pose which weighed with us most in deciding to restore th.

cut, namely, the restoration of the euts on the individual

salaries of the staff. The health and well-being of this as

of all Universities depend primarily upon the efficient

labours of their teaching stati, and for that very reason it

is essential that their | sf work and service shall

be such as to prorudé athusiastie service.

ce-Chaneellor, with an

wztion that the Univer-

ifer on me, and for the

referred to such services

render to India during

Ye have for India aa

for our own homeland.

We shall leave her wi equal to the measure of

our affection, regret im bie only by memories of

the friendships that we have formed, the kindness that we

lave always received, and the interest in her future that

will last as long as we live. For the distinction that the

University has conferred on me today, my sense of appre-

ciation is heightened by the presence, for the occasion, of

His Exalted Highness the Chancellor. I shall cherish both

equally, the distinction and memories of the oceasion.

And, now, Mr. Vice-Chancellor, Farewell. May the futur:

of the institution, 1o which you have practically dedicated

your life, be even more glorious than its past. And let my

last word be that 1 trust that present and future students

of this great college may do useful, brilliant service for

their country and the British Empire.

I shall now ce

expression of gratitu

sity has been good e

penerous terms in wii

as my wife and | have

our 16 years’ aysovuia

affection nearly as grs
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His Exeelleney the Viceroy made the following speech at the

Dinner given by the Hon'ble Sir Maneckji Dadabhoy at Maiden’s

Hotel, Delhi, on Monday, the 23rd Mareh 1936 :-~

Ladies and Gentlemenm~Lt is difficult, impossible for

me to express in any satisfactory language tonight al! I

feel after listening to the perfectly charming and most

generous speech in which Sir Maneckji Dadabhoy has

commended the toast of the health of my wife and myself

for the acceptance of this most distinguished gathering

that I see around mé,.4 % which coming as it does

from the lips of sip we have enjoyed

during the greater ‘os in this country is

expressed in such ¢: fre both encouraged to

hope that such hum! 3s we have given here

during the past 16 vei it have been altogether

without some valne. raore than thank you,

Sir, from the bottom ‘ax the tribute you have
paid to our labours til thank vou all too,

Ladies and Gentlemé y eordial manner in
which you have receiv Let me add that while

it must be left to the historian of the future to endorse or

deny all the most gratifying things you have said about
my administration. | am sure we shall all agree with

every word you have said in reference to my wife and, I

would like to use your own words in saying what I have
often said as to her activities with all sincerity before, that

I have always known that ‘‘ my own career would have
been devoid of the continuous enthusiasm in many matters

but for the invieorating influence of my wife’s great
personality ’’.

Standing as 1 do heve tonight by the side of our host,

the Pres‘dent of the Council of State, who has conducted

the affairs of that Chamber with such dignity and fairness
for the past three years. T can’t help recalling to my mind

23rd Mars]

1936,
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those days when I first arrived in Bombay 23 years ago

and first became associated with the Parliamentary work

of that Province, and I want to tell you from my recollec-

tions how much I think we have liberalised our Partia-

mentary procedure since those days, especially as far as

the position of President is concerned. JI found when I

started my work at Bombay I was not only Governor but

also President of the Legislative Council and as such I was

in the commanding position of not only attend-

ing to my ordinary duties in seeing that all

rules of order were ¢# oma the Chair but was

entitled to have the £ d of the Government

on any debate that eil and could use my

best powers to influen « of Couneil in favour

of Government’s posit put the matter to the

vote. JI remember, toa x I first took the Chair

my three colleagues an ced at an upper table

facing all Hon’ble . x like a bench of

magistrates, which 2% erable advantage in

debate. It is true thé ad been there lone [

altered the seating ariingemexis: wader which I found

myself alone in the Chair and my colleagues were on the

Government benches like other Members below me, but I

always had the privilege of having the last word from the

Chair so long as I lived in Bombay, Those were indeed

the good old days of the authoritative life of a Governor

of a Province. When I went to Madras, my first duty

was to inaugurate the Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms, and

I was soon to discover that as Governor I was to lose

entirely my authoritative position that I had held in the

Council Chamber in Bombay, and that I had to nominate

a President for the first Parliament after which he was tc

be elected by the free vote of the Members of the Legisla-

ture. But this much was left me, that I had a private box

in the Strangers’ Gallery from which I could listen to the
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debate and hear words of wisdom pouring forth from

Hon’ble Members in the Chamber. But there are two

things in reference to my relations with the Legislative

Jouncil in Madras, which remain very vividly in my mind

and which I wish to refer to tonight. The first is the re-

collection of an old friend in Madras whom I nominated

as the first President of the new Legislative Council, Sir

P. Rajagopalachari, one of the best and truest friends and

advisers ] ever had in India and who was the greatest help

to me when we started the Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms

Scheme in that Presiden jy constitutional lines.

And the second is. dich I well remember

when my wife and * President’s Chair to

the Legislative Cou i will remind Members

for many long years o * who lived for five very

happy years in that P aad endeavoured to do

their best while they ¥ for the welfare of the

people.

a that the association

of the Vieeroy wiih tive Chambers was still

further curtailed, for ‘self in exactly the same

position as I was when I was Governor-General of Canada,

and except on special occasions was not allowed to enter

the sacred portals of the two Legislative Chambers or be

refreshed by listening to the floods of oratory which I

understand are poured forth there day by day.

On my arrival

One thing more I must sav about my associations with

the great majority of Hon’ble Members of all the Teqisla-

tive Chambers with which T have been connected during

the past 16 years. I shonld like gratefully to thank them

for the courtesy and consideration with which they have

invariably treated me, and for the personal frienfship

they have shown me, which will always remain with me as

one of the many happy reécolleetions of my life in India.
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And, Ladies and Gentlemen, in the few minutes that 1

shall further detain you, now that in a few weeks’ time I

shall be giving up my official life amongst you, I want to

give vou a very short account of my stewardship during

the past five years. and show you the main purpose I have

had in view since 1 have lived amongst you in regard to

my administrative life. As you are all well aware, within

a few months after my arrival, there was a serious

recrudescence of civil disobedience activity both in the

United Provinees and the North-West Frontier Province,

and this was followed very_shortly by a restarting of the

whole civil disobedieng ‘hich had caused such

terrible trouble and, he period of offiee of

my predecessor. It me necessary for my

Government to fight to the utmost of our

power very soon after my duties as Governor-

General. And why * ve felt then aad still feel

that the poliey as i ed if allowed to make

headway would spell : er to the peace of the

country and the cest fh of all classes of the

people. And we had vason. We wanted to

secure peaceful conditi euntry so as to push on

with constitutional Reforms.

And what. has been the result of our efforts ? T think

I ean claim that the country is more peaceful today than

it has been for a good many years. T think T ean elaim.

too, that the authority of Government has been completely

restored, and that owing to the restoration of peaceful

conditions, confidence is returning and the relations

between our two races are creatly improved, and the hest

evidence that the eeneral economic condition of the

country is slowly but steadily improving is surely shown

by the fact that mv Tfon’hle Colleaene the Finanee Mein-

ber has heen able to produce the most satisfactory budget

statement that we have had for the past five vears.
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And with regard to the Keforms, the Bill has been

passed, and in a few months the full responsibility of the

administration of all the Provinces will rest on the

shoulders of Indians, and | trust that there will be no

unnecessary delay in establishing the full Federal scheme.

lt is perfectly irue that there las been much adverse

eriticism of the Keforms Act. We are told by some that

many ierrible things are goiue to happen when provincial

autonomy comes into operation, but I am convinced that

when tie Ministries ave toymed in the various Vrovinees,

whatever their polit a ruay be, those Muinis-

triey will carry out f a due sense of their

great responsibilities purpose to promote

the highest interest» people under their

Gare,

4 purposes of my life

tay has been to develop,

; In order that they

dministration of ther

own affairs ; inceed, say that | have always

worked out here wit ¢ mi my mind to do

everything I could to give Indians every ehance of arriving

at a position of complete equaiity with the other Dominions

under the Crown ; of being full partners in the life of the

British Empire ; of arriving at their goal of Dominion

Status. There can be no doubt that the new Reforms Act

is a great step forward towards your goal and the time of

test and trial to all Indian politicians when they under-

take their new and heavy responsibilities. I have always

telt that it was a providential arrangement when our iwo

races came together over a hundred years ago to co-operate

with a view to securing peaceful administration and fair

treatment for all classes of the people in India. No ono

can deny that that co-operation has in the past brought

many advantages to this country.

L can vlalm tha: oe

ever sinve J arrived is

eucuurage and help

may fit themselves fo:
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The rapidity with which you can advance towards

your goal will now very largely depend on you Indians

yourselves. We British will be here to help you on your

way, striving and with ali sincerity to see that you succeed

in proving worthy oi your task. May 1, as a very ola

friend and well-wisher, give you one word of warning

with regard to your future. India can never attain that

national lite which in all demvucratie countries 18 essential

untu sie van get rid of the bitterness of this ecommuaal

ditterence whieh we find all around us and which, as |

have often said, is a cu hat is steadily eating into

your body-politic at ah ue, India will nevcr

attain that national: als will work entirely

for the good of their® t merely for their per-

sonal advancement or y profound hope when

under this new liete: les come into existence,

as in other countries, & <iferent political prin-

ciples, that those part Si.of members of different

communities who hol ws, and that this will

help to get rid of t rife which is such 4

terrible handicap ts “iL advance. And when

the time comes that your goal, when [Flis

Majesty ’s Government can say to you : ‘‘ We have fufilled

our great trust, we can hand over the complete administra-

tion of your country into your own hands ’’ ; my prophecy

is this that we shall still find Indians and British co-operat-

ing, working, associating together for the good of this

great country and the progress and prosperity of its people.

In a few short weeks I shall be severing my official

eonnection with this country, and my wife and I will be

giving up all those interests and associations which have

given us such opportunities of service to the people.

When we leave you we sball do so with the deepest

sorrow and regret, for India has in very truth been to us

our second Empire home which has given us shelter.
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hospitality and friendship for 16 years. Believe me,

India will never be a land of regrets to us two, for we

shall never forget that we have been surrounded by good-

will and kindness on every hand. I think we know our

own limitations and this we can say from the depths of

our hearts and consciences, that we have worked all our

lives here to secure friendship, co-operation and good

understanding between our two races. We have laboured

in our several ways to secure the welfare and progress of

the Princes and people of We have striven to sce

that we all worked eommon effort for 4

common purpose, th ¥emain in the future,

as in the past, the ewel in the Empire’s

Crown ’’.

ANNUAL GENERAL

AMBULANCE A}

CROSS SOCIET

His Excellency the ¥ he following speech at the

Annual General Meeting of St. John Ambulance Association

and the Indian Red Cross Society on Wednesday, the 25th

March 1936 :—

OF 5T. JOHN

i THE INDIAN RED

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,—Sir David

Petrie has already alluded to the event which has cast a

shadow of sorrow over the whole of this year—the death

of His Majesty King George V who was the Sovereign

Head of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem and Patron

of the British Red Cross Society. We mourn the loss not

of a figure-head patron but of one who took the keenest

personal interest in our activities and was ever our most

sympathetic and generous supporter. It was good that

His Majesty was spared to see that great demonstration

of the loyalty and profound love with which he had

25th Marol

1936,
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inspired his peoples which took place on the occasion of

the celebration of the Silver Jubilee of Their Majesties’

accession only last summer. Nowhere were more affee-

tionate or enthusiastic feelings of loyalty displayed than

in India and tangible proof has been given of the genuine

sincerity of those feelings in the magnificent sum, which

has now reached the total of about 143 lakhs of rupees,

which the Princes and people of India have contributed

to the Silver Jubilee Fund which we raised to commemorate

the occasion by the relief of sickness and suffering in

India in the name a1 jesties. Both the Indian

Red Cross Society at Ambulance Associa-

tion are benefiting } : fund and no better

use could be made a One object for which

these special funds a is for Disaster Relief,

a matter of special ar why interest to me, as

during my term of of “rs of unprecedented

severity have oceurre, ad Quetta which have

caused widespread he’ g, It has been—and

doubtless would be ag arise-—the duty and

privilege of the Viceroy:te:inpke:s' public appeal for fands

on such occasions, but there must necessarily be a certain
interval before the response comes. The Red Cross

Disaster Fund is intended to enable the Society to take

immediate relief measures without waiting for any public

appeal, That the first days after a disaster are often

those in which most suffering occur was again demonstrated

after the terrible Quetta Earthquake, and I am glad

that Sir David Petrie has given you an account of the fine

work done by the Punjab and Sind Red Cross and &t.

John’s Ambulance contingents, which were among the

first to arrive on the spot. I had occasion shortly after

the disaster to convey my personal thanks to some of those

workers in Quetta and Lahore. But I should like again

to add my word of appreciation now to what the Chairman
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has said, and I hope it will reach those whom I have not

already thanked personally. Such occasions are indeed a

reminder of the need to recruit more ambulance and

nursing divisions, and I hope a time will soon come when

every place of importance in India will have its own

trained and uniformed division.

The reports of the St. John’s Ambulance Association

and Brigade show encouraging progress. I am glad to

hear that more ladies are now attending Home Nursing

classes. I have hear interest that the first

Voluntary Aid Deta¢ 1a8 now been enrolled

in Caleutta. Those * ember the useful work

of the V. A. Ds. in not doubt that every

country should heve niary nursing reserve

ready for emergencics peace or war,

pert that a good pro-

yas spent in assisting

this opportunity of

saying a few words &bae woepitals in this country,

many of which Her eal ‘and I have visited per-

sonally, Although generous ‘patrons of hospitals are not
lacking, as the reports before us show, I have sometimes

felt sad at the lack of interest shown by the ordinary

citizen in the hospital of his city or district and especially

in the mofussil hospital away from the public eye. It has

almost seemed as if the public, knowing that the Govern-

ment had undertaken the responsibility of providing

minimum service to meet the most urgent need of the sick,

consider that they have no further interest in hospitals.

This apathy has led to many hospitals being starved for

funds and unable in consequence to provide nurses or even

elementary comforts for their patients. May I appeal to

all of you who hear or read these words to endeavour to

shake off this apathy ? Iler Excellency and I would wish

I note from the

portion of the Re

hospitals. I shoul
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no better memorial to our time in India than a resolve on

the part of her citizens that the care of the sick in this

vast country should become a personal interest to each one

and that no hospital should lack support through their

neglect. Though many hospitals are benefiting through

the Silver Jubilee collections, such grants are a mere drop

in the ocean of need. Furthermore it is not money alone

that is needed but persoual service aud interest in the sick

and in those who devote their lives to relieving their

sufferings.

The Chairman

Indian Red Cross

in Abyssinia. I hav

for the assistance whi

British Minister at Ad

you just one sentence |

sent us through the

from anywhere and

steps taken by the

wounded in the war

f very grateful thanks

ty has given from the

and I should like to read

He says ‘‘ the stuff

s is the best supplied

sped with it by the

Ethiopian Women’s one of the best records

and has got further nai wer the actual fighting

there than any other ’’. That is a high testimonial from

one on the spot of which we may very well be proud.

I must thank all those public-spirited workers who

have given their services not only during 1935, but at all

times to these two great institutions, the St. John’s

Ambulance Association and Brigade and the Indian Red

Cross Society. The latter Society recently had to bid

farewell to Dr. Ruth Young on her transfer to the Lady

Hardinge Medical College as Principal. Her Excellency:

and I know full well what Dr. Young has done not only

at Ileadquarters, but through her tours all over India to

raise the standard of child welfare and to help those who

are struggling to improve the conditions of India’s

mothers and children. I am sure you would wish me to
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expres» our gratitude to Dr. Young for all that she has

done for the Indian Ked Cross Society and wish her a long

and happy career in her new and important sphere of

work. Ishould like also to weleome most cordially

Dr. Orkney who has now succeeded Dr. Young.

I am very sorry also to have to announce that Sir

David Petrie has handed me his resignation, as from the

date of this meeting, of the triple office which he has so

efficiently filled since December 1932 as Chairman of the

Executive Committee af £ i soba’ s Ambulance Asso-

ciation, Chief Comm . dohn’s Ambulance

Brigade Overseas an ta Managing Body of

the Indian Red Cres David has put in 33

years of very strenud obody perhaps realises

how strenuous, whe he if had intimate contact

with the affairs of the z ich are connected with

the Red Cross in Ind: “st Chief Commissioner

of the Brigade to he very single district in

turn. His wise ppidin partial judgment made

him a valuable chaiv hameowe shall all miss very

much, {£ have nominated Sir Ernest Burdon who has

been Honorary Treasurer of the Assoviation and Society

for several years to succeed Sir David, and am grateful

to him for consenting to undertake the office.

This will be the last Annual General Meeting over

which I shall have the honour to preside. Looking back

over the past five years I am happy to say that these two

organisations have gone steadily forward and have attained

an honourable position in the International Red Cross

world. In one respeet however they compare unfavour-

ably with most other countries, and that is in the small

proportion of the population enrolled as members. last

year the Indian Red Cross membership rose from sixteen

thousand to eighteen thousand, but ought not that figure
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to stand rather at eighteen lakhs ? I hope in future years

to hear that that goal actually has been attained.

It only remains now for me to bid you all farewell

and to assure you that Her Excellency and I regret

extremely having to give up very shortly our association

with these great organisations in India. We thank you

gratefully for coming here today and for all the help you

have all given to promote their best interests. I trust

that both associations will continue to show increasing

success and activity in their beneficent work and service

to all classes of the people ndia.

FAREWELL ADDRES HE CITIZENS OF

the following speech in

nied by the Citizens of

£938 .—

with feelings of deep

have listened to the

charming remarks whit ; or behalf of the people

of Delhi, have addressed:ta: Bers Rxecellency and myseift

on the eve of our departure from India. Gratitude at the
thought that you have seen fit to applaud and appreciate

such services as we have been able to render during the

time that we have been privileged to live amongst you, and

regret at the knowledge that we are so scon to sever our

long and happy associations with the Princes and people

of India and our connection with this historie City and

thus to say good-bye to so many friends from whom we

have ever received such constant kindness and courtesy.

In this regard I cannot refrain from thanking you, Sir,

for your last kindly act in pressing no demands upon me

when we are meeting here on the occasion of my farewell.

I am particularly pleased to know that there is a

complete absence of distinction between Delhi and New

His Hxeelleney the

reply to the Farewell /

Delhi on Wednesday, the

Ladies and Gen:

gratitude, tinged wi
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Delhi in this afternoon’s function since our hosts are

drawn from the Delhi Province as a whole. Although it

has not fallen to our lot to reside on both sides of the

Delhi urban area, as was the case with our immediate

predecessors, and although our interest in the develop-

ment of New Delhi and its immediate surroundings has

been great, I hope it will be realised that Her Excellency

and I have striven throughout to hold the balance fair in

respect to all Delhi interests. Matters affecting Jocal

bodies throughout the whole urban area are so closely and

inextricably bound up -with one another—whether it be a

question of Public Health, Hospitals, electricity, water-

supply, drainage, relief of congestion or education—that

their problems must necessarily be regarded as a whole.

Further J would add that in my opinion the rural area

surrounding the Capital is of primary importance, more

particularly as regards prevention of disease and improve-

ment of communications-—-so much so that it is my earnest

hope that in the very near ftture the rural area of the

Delhi Province in matters of uplift and improvement may

become a model for the rest of India.

And now, Ladies and Gentlemen, I do not intend to

detain you longer. Her Hixcellency and I thank you from

the bottom of our hearts for the many kindnesses you have

shown us in the past five years and although we shall very

shortly be leaving you on our return to our own Homeland,

this great Capital City will always have a particularly

warm corner in our hearts.

We shall, I assure you, carry away with us lasting

recollections of the good wishes of the citizens of Delhi and

New Delhi. In return may I say that those good wishes

are reciprocated to the full by Her Excellency and myself.

We trust that you will not forget us, as indeed we shall

always remember you,
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His Exeellency in addressing the Combined Legislatures on

Wednesday, the 8th Apri] 1936, made the following speech :—

Mr. President and Gentlemen, [It is not my inten-

tion this morning to give you any detailed aecount of the

work done by Government during the past year. My

purpose is as shortly as possible to show you that there

has been considerable and satisfactory development and

progress in all branches of our administration during the

past five years and ta gi my hopes for the future

of India. But befor 4d-gnust ask yeu to bear

with me for a few say something of a

very personal nature:

I think you ma

before you all this ror
T shall have the privile

of our two Legislature

up my official life 4

interest and ocenps:

which during the past. ave grown down very

deep, for T have learnt in ‘thes¢ years to have a heartfelt

and abiding regard and affection for India, her Prinees

and her people, I shall leave you with feelings of the

deepest sorrow and regret, but alas with the knowledge

that the age-limit has been reached and the time has come

for my departure.

, feelings as I stand

1s, the last occasion that

sing Hon’ble Members

y days I shall be giving

h all its engrossing

digging up roots

But there is one incident in my life here which has

caused me some distress, and as it refers to a matter con-

nected with the Legislatures, I feel bound to mention it

to you before I go. JT regret extremely the calculated

discourtesy that has been shown me by Hon’ble Members

who represent the Congress party, when T have come here

as His Majesty the King-Emperor’s representative to

address the Assembly or have in that capacity sent
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messages to be read to the House. {| am sure that this

action on the part of Congress Members has met with the

disapproval of every loyal citizen of India,

Apart from thik, I shall leave you when 1 go with

feelings of the deepest gratitude—-gratitude for the many

friendships made on sound and sure foundations—grati-

tude for tie trust aud confidence you have placed in the

sincerity of my desire throughout my life here to work

tor the highest interest of India—and 1 profoundly hope

that, when T am gee, : who have most objected

to my every admini ‘uay Jind in the future

that my labours ha¥ good,

Yes, 1 shall lix

constant Memories of &

and successes, ity wer

grateful to India for

opportunity of doing,

service for my Sov

Empire.

ng life in India with

d sorrows, its failures

fy, and shall always be

ver me this wonderful

wy prove to be useful

® and for the British

Before going on # the situation in India

itself. I must say a few words on the state of affairs out-

side her borders. | am glad to feel that during my term

ot office ‘the relations between the Government of India

and the countries which lie on India’s frontiers ha¥e been

peacefly and friendly. If there have been some incidents

on the Frontier tor the solution of which Military opera-

tions have heen necessary, | can still claim that progress

has heen made ‘towards the establishment of more settled

conditions in this area. If. as | hope, our present policy

of gradnal penetration by consent’ and negotiation is
quietly and consistently pursned. | do not doubt that my

successors in this high office will find the frontier problem

far less troublesome in the future than it has proved in

the past.
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There is another aspect also of our external alfairs,

which has been mentioned regularly in almost all my

addresses to Hon’ble Members, namely, the position of

Indians overseas. It'is a subject which arouses the keenest

interest throughout India as touching national self-respect ;

it is a subject on whieh all sections of non-official opinion,

both inside and outside the Central Legislature, are

equally and, if I may say so, rightly sensitive. ,

It is net my purpose 1o¢

the issues affecting dn

during my term of .

Commonwealth of N

have taken to prote

those efforts. The gyx

the Houses have, fron

striven for and what. 4

not always been equ

for want of earne:

to recapitulate, in detail,

nievests that have arisen.

4 parts of the British

that my Government

is, or the outcome of

ay Government in both

stated what swe have

ileved. If suecess has

Nations, it has not been

ndeavour. And, let

me add that the powe ri of the Secretary of

State for India has, thre: ny five years of office,

been unfailingly and wholeheartediy given to our advocacy

of the Indian cause. Unanimity between Indian and

official opinion has happily been the keanote of this parti-

cular chapter of our history, May this always be so. To

men of my own civilisation, Uhemurthout the Empire, who

influence opinion or guide policy [ venture to make ar

earnest appeal. That. splendid political organisation, the

British Commonwealth of Nations, in whieh we all take

just pride can endure only if all its constituent parts have

faith in one another. The measure of the permanence

of their mutual association will depend on their mutual

eontentment. India has the pride of an ancient civilisa-

tion. She is, therefore. quick to resent any kind of diseri-

Wination against her sons and daughters who have settled
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in other parts of ‘the Empire. She is confident of a future
destiny, no less glorious than her past and, therefore, im-

patient of delay in the removal of disabilities on Indians

where these exist. Kquality of status is their due ; its

progressive realisation is the aim of the Government of

India and, if I may say so, au obligation on all statesmen

throughout the Empire who desire its solidarity, I am

confident that, in the pursuit of their aim, the Government

of India will never falter. May those whose obligation it

is to ensure its speedy tr it be given the vision, and

the strength to wor d generous fulfilment

of their duty.

questions which have

ghtful meu inereasing

opt and distress prevail-

raung men, Our colleges

nse numbers men who

seek employment, pat professions, and fail

to obtain if. The ma weived attention from a

considerable number 4 but 1 do not think

T am indulging in any invidious eomparisous if T say that

the report recently published by the Committee which sat

under the Chairmanship of Sir Te} Bahadur Sapru carries

us nearer than any previous report to the heart of tha

question.

Here in India

given me and, I am §

coneern 4s that of the

ing amohg many of our

and schools are turni

While opinions .will naturally differ regarding the

wisdom and the probable effect of the remedies which

should be applied, T believe that the main lines along which

this great problem must be tackled are becoming increas-

ingly clear. ‘‘ Demand and supply ” is a phrase which

brings for many rather unpleasant suggestions, parti-

eularly when it is applied in the human sphere. We must

resolutely set our faces against any idea that human lives

and souls can be regarded as a commodity. But if we
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are to achieve anything in our assauit on this problem, ‘we

‘must begin by facing facts, however unpleasant they are,

and we must recognise that we have here a supply of

young men for whose services there is no effective demand.

No solution therefore ean succeed which does not adjust

the immense disparity which, as all are agreed, exists at

present,

There are two possible methods of adjustment in such

& position : we can adjust by attention to the demand and

we can adjust by aitentida: ne supply. [ believe my-

self that we shoulds should be failing in

courage if I did not nm emphasis wijl have

to be on the adjust No adjustments of

which | can conceive * “aii those who are nuw

seeking employment w ment jobs, professional

careers or resporarb iu industry. Whatever

changes yon introdu se changes are of an

almost revolutionary vil not create a society

capable of giving th Siream of academically

educated men posts of Lteewhich, having regard to

the sacrifices and efforts they have made, they feel them-

selves entitled to aspire.

s

There has been a tendeney to look to industrialisation

for a solution, IT am in full sympathy with those who seek

the development of our industries. Here the period of

my life that has been spent in India—a flecting moment

in the ages of Tndia’s history—~has seen a tremendous

advance. I hope that thé years to come will carry it far

further. But do not Jet us deceive ourselves or our young

men with the hope that evelopments along this line will

absurb the present output of our schools and colleges in

responsible position. To anyone who cherishes that hope

T suggest that he should try to frame an estimate of the

number of men from our colleges who Have such posts
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today. He will then be able to judge of the number of

such posts that will be provided by expansion—on any

scale he likes to choose—and I believe that hé will be

surprised at the result.

So 1 come myself to the conclusion suggested by the

Sapru Comumitee’s Report that unemployment has to be

tackled at the souree. This docs not mean that we must

abandon the efforts to invrease the sphere of employment.

Bar from it ; these efforts must be pursued and increased.

But efforts to expand. tofessional and industrial

spheres do not touch evil. That lies in

a system which divs id enthusiasm of the

young fnto channels > en, cnd in the desert.

li this ‘growing evil ix helm thein—and us—

the educational sysicum he adjusted to bear a

much closer relation to f the country. Many

still Jack the alements tule others are assisted

and encouraged to y s which, as they dis-

cover too Tate, end i fent and frustration.

Ii ts fortunate tha ints, who are disturbed

by the cougestion which ix eansed in high sehools and

colleges by the presence of large and ever-growing numbers

of pupils and students who are ill-fitted to receive a purely

literary form of ecueation, have been thinking and planning

along similar lines. The Central Advisory Board of

Edueation has examined this vital matter in some detail

and has stressed the importance of dividing up the school

course into a niamber of stages, exch with its own clearly

defined objective. A strong lead has thus been given, and

I earnestly hope that that lead will be followed up by

Loeal Governments with whom the main responsibility for

edueational reconstruction lies, In the colleges you must

demand quality rather than quantity ; for in every society,

be it as democratic a& you like, the progress and welfare
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of the State depend to a remarkable degree on the Tew

men that are called to leadership, and it is of the utmost

importance that these should receive the best training you

can give.

This problem of unemployment is probably only part

of a larger problem—that presented] by the rapid growth
of population, and there again my last word must be that

in my opinion India is faced with the choice between

quality and yuantity. Numbers do not make a nation

great ; and in India you nusole, not for abundance,

but for fulness of hy

» with those who seek

But India is pre-

ealtural country, and

ions fo do everything

salture in this country:

Agricuitural Research

ats task of initiating.

re which has for its

object the improvement ieney Sf the cultivator

and an increase in his earnings. Phe value of this eentral

organisation has now been established beyond doubt.

tT hiave said that

the development of {:

dominantly and by

I have therefore atbw

possible to develop the s

To this end the Imper

has continued to fe

promoting and co-3

Tt is a matter of special vratifivation to me that it

has been possible to continue the beneficent work of the

Tmperial Council of Agricultural Research even during

a period of financial depression. The special allotment

of thirty lakhs which we have been \able to make this year

from the Rural Development Fund will enable the Council

to go ahead with some important. schemes of research which

would otherwise have been held wp.

During the five years that T have held the high office

of Governor-General of Tndia the poliey which IT and my

Government have followed in one sphere of our administra-

tion has been severely and persistently criticised. We
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have been attacked for the policy which we followed to

maintain law or order, or, to use an equally well-known

and also more suitable phrase, to prevent any grave

menace to the peace and tranquillity of India. But when

you give your verdict on my stewardship, [ would ask

you not merely to repeat the catchword of ‘‘ repression ’’,

LT would ask you io! compare India us it was in 1931 and 19382
and India as it is‘today, I claim that it is more peaceful,

and as a result of greater tranquillity,!more prosperous

and happy than it has bee rraany years. Let us look

back for a moment,,.3¥ ¢ conditions jn those

black years, 1931 Bengal numerous

serious terrorist ou la very diiticult and

dangerous situation, * worse than on the

previous oecasions whe adi caused the gravest

anxiety to usall. fa ibe hope, when I first

addressed the Central 4: September 1931 and

on another occasion ¢ en I again had before

me a long list of se erimes, that all those

who had their connir ai ieart would not let

any feeling of sentim thy blind them to the

dangers of this movement, but would give their active
support to Government in their efforts to counter it. 1

can claim, { think, that those hopes have been realised and

that my plea for support did not fall on deaf ears, for

there has been no serious outrage in the last six months,

thongh certain incidents wa to show that the movement

and the spirit behind it still persist.

There can be no more distasteful task than that of

ordering boys and young men to detention in camps and

jails, but T can assure Hon’hle Members that the most

scrupulous care is taken by the responsible authorities to

cnsnre that no orders are passed on mere suspicion, but

always after the most careful enquiry. No one van regret
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more than I do the necessity which forces us to continue
to deprive a large number of young men of their liberty,

but I should have failed in iny duty to India if I had
agreed to any relaxation of our policy or to any action

which would lead toa revival of this sinister movement.

Then again we must look back to those days in 19382

when Congress after qa period of intensive preparation,

re-opened the éivil disobedienve campaign, and 1 and my

Government had to use the full resources of the State in

fighting and defeating ; au which would utherwise

remain as a perpety tderly government and

individual liberty. t we have had ever-

increasing support f ral public, and it has

become generally raced terile methods of nega-

tion and obstruction 4 lice to the well-being cf

India or its constituti necment. We can claim

also that, aS soon as bE was suspended, we

were not slow to rela: ser to remove the baw

on associations which ared unlawful. I also

took the earliest possi! y of giving members ofao

the Congress party an opportunity of entering the Central

Legislature. But apatt from the black months or blaek

years when terrorism or civil disobedience were rampant,

there bave been other times of crisis and anxiety. There

have been times when communist propaganda and the:

activities of Moscow-trained communists became dangerous,

und we have had to take action which has, I think, been

effective without being unduly drastic, to prevent the

spread of this movement. There have also, to my deep

regret, been times when communal disputes have burst: out

in different parts of the eountry, and during recent months

the situation in the Punjab has caused us all grave anxiety.

But there has been a marked improvement in the situation

during the last few weeks, and I take this opportunity of.
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thanking those leaders who have sueceeded in persuading

their followers to drop all unconstitutional methods and

to strive for the settlement of the dispute by legal and

peaceful means. It is my earnest prayer that their efforts

will meet with success, and | should rejoice to hear of a

final settlement of this dispute by the restoration of com-

plete peace and goodwill in that great Province.

In India’s economic history alse the past five years

have been an eventful period, and it is mainfestly impos-

sible for me within the of Unis address to attempt

anything in the nat rehensive review. IL

shall content mysel! 2 referring to a few

of the more important ring my time of office.

world, has been galled

d most prolonged trade

ain upon her economic

mony to its inherent

arm without recourse

ich have, in so many

es of international trade

India, like other ¢

upon to face the most

depression of modern #3

fabric has been great.

strength/that she ha
to those remedies of

countries, added to thevditée

and retarded its reeovery.

I would notjhave you think that I am over-complacent

or over-optimistic. It is now generally recognised that so

far as the sterling group of countries are concerned, a

definite movement towards economic recovery has been in

progress for some time past. Hopes have been disappointed

in the past, but the present improvement has persisted for

a longer period and has. on the whole, shown greater

vitality than any of its predecessors. India as a member

of the sterling group is sharing in this recovery. Our

most recent trade statistics show a welcome and marked

inerease in our export trade and in our balance of trade in

merchandise. The progress may as yet be slow, but

accompanied as it is by an improvement in the level of
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prices, a readjustment of the disequilibrium between agri-

cultural and industrial prices and a marked increase in

industrial output, it is such as to justify our confident

hope for the future.

Within a few months of my arrival in India I was

faced with the unpleasant fact that, despite the measures

already undertaken in March 1931, the progress of the

public revenues for the year 1931-32 gave increasing

evidence of their falling very considerably short of the

expenditure. The surehs seal in September 1931,

together with heavy, 3 expenditure ordered

in the latter part. Reed to produce the

necessary balance ia tlt tial to preserve India’s

credit. The retrenche és then undertaken, in-

cluding the very consi duetion in military ex-

penditure, have been sx ¥y nigintained.

Since that critic

and, so far as the

surplus has emerged

provide an index for

the purpose, India hay the worst of the depres-

sion. The surplus has’ ‘to redeem the pledge to

restore the cut in pay, to provide means for the Provincial

Governments to waidertake measures of rural development,

to give direct relief to certain Local Governments, and to

reduce direct taxation. I am glad that it has been found

possible to proeecd another step in this direction in the

last year of my office. But with the inevitably heavy

liabilities ahead inherent in the inttroduction of a new

constitution, it has been essential to proceed cautiously in

this matter. The Provinces are looking to Central Re-

venues for relief. We await, not without some appre-

hensions, the recommendations of Sir Otto Niemeyer to

this end. If the future of the Railways could be made

more secure~-if the necessary element of co-operation in



Speeches by the Earl of Willingdon, 227

His Excellency the Viceroy’s Address to the Combined

Legislatures,

their success were recognised by the Provinces-—the Gov-

ernment of India and the Provincial Governments should,
I anticipate, be able to face the financial problems ahead

with some confidence.

An important contributing feature of the improvement

in the position of the public exchequer has been the fall

in interest rates. Whatever views may be held of the

significance of this matter—and clearly the improved

position in regard to Jaw and order has had a marked

effect on public contider fact remains that sinee

1931 the cost of gov ding in this term the

Provinces, the railw al civil budget) has

been reduced in this 3 than 84 crores per

annum of which 3} er it a drop in our annual

foreign obligations. Art of the public apprehen-

sion expressed wher the: recess was taking place,

it must be a subject 5 + to some pecple that

whereas the price of vernment paper was

53 in September 19:3 as not far short of par.

This improvement ja ti the holders of Govern-

ment securities and the p & low interest rates are

conditions favourable to India’s being able to take advan-

tage of any turn of the tide.

The Government itself has managed in recent years

to convert its Habilities into comparatively cheap issues

of reasonable maturities, it has heen able to consolidate a

large portion of its former floating debt, it has reduecd

the proportion of its foreign obligation, while, through

the agency of the Reserve Bank, India has greatly

strengthened its foreign assets.

When. on the very eve of the introduction of the new

constitution, I turn to survey the improvement in the

public finances of India during the past five years and

the .undoubted return of confidence, I experience fewer
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regrets than [ might have done—and indeed, I confess,

than at times ] have done—in the fact that I have had on

occasions to use my special powers to achieve some of these

results. Many goveruments in the world must envy the

financial position of the Government of India in the year

1936, and although the recent budget clearly did not satisfy

all your aspirations—what Budget ever did ?—I coufidentl y

believe that the future Federal Finance Minister of India

will whole-heartedly applaud our determination to maintain
the financial stability anc it of this country.

ne my memory is, as

“periences of my long

k over the succession

Yet even more cogent

aud political principles

can, the veil concealing

-very threshold of a

leave you, shall ever

deals with you.

As I address;

I have already tolc

stay in India. My ¢

of varied events durix

now are those personal

which impel me to dr

the future ; for Indi

momentous change, ¢

be concerned to knc

5.

‘* In nature a infinite: = Gf secrecy,

A little I can read ”’

I see just across the threshold self-reliant Provinces,

receiving from the Crown great authority, equipped with

wide power, each, under the Crown, master in its own

house, managing its own affairs, promoting and stimulating

its own activities to ends congenial to the tastes, sentiments

and condition of its people.

T see the growth of a new political spirit—indeed its

stirrings are even now apparent—in whose expanding

influence communities will no longer ‘‘ war within the

bosom of a single State’ ; but men, differing it may be
in political interest, will agree in desiring above all the



Speeches by the Earl of Willingdon. 229

His Excellency the Viceroy’s Address to the Combined

Legislatures.

good of their country and the general well-being of their

fellows.

IT see, but perhaps, in a less immediate focus, a Central

Government, not the result of a compact of contracting

Provinces, but exercising by direct devolution from the

Crown full authority for those matters of all-India interest,

which are—some of them as necessary for the well-being

of India as any provincial matter, and others vital to India

in a degree to which no provincial matters can attain —

a Central Government |e uncertainty of its powers

in its field, but pos on precedent to that

of all governments % executive authority

protected in the fll ist encroachment or
challenge ;—a gover ted by the obligation

laid upon Provinces te mpediment or prejudice

to the exercise of its ¢ thority,

I see developing

firmly on the brosd

nature of law, and rea finds to all vivid schools

of legal learning through orld. Wor the Federal
Court will interpret the constitution under which you will

live, It will elucidate the true character of legislative

power. It will adjudicate between disputing governments.

It will determine the legitimate scope of the various legis-

lative organs in India. In so doing it will itself explore

and will open to legal thought in India a new range of

juridical ideas and a more intimate search into the bases

of public and private rights and liberties,

Other figures too loom upon my gaze, but I would leave

you with the general picture of rreat problems demanding

solutions, wide powers of the Crown entrusted to you,

onerous responsibilities laid upon you, and a growing

spirit and capacity which will enable you to surmount all

diffleulties.

: based more and more

conceptions of the
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Fortunate are they who will join with you in realising

this inspiring future, and my every good wish attends the

distinguished statesman who will so soon assume ihe

burdens of the great office which 1, with many grateful

memories, shall regretfully lay down.

FAREWELL ADDRESS FROM THE NEW DELHI

MUNICIPAL COMMITTEE,

His Exeelleney the Viceroy made the following speech in

reply to the Farewell ented by the New Delhi

Municipal Committee Sth April 1936 :—

Ladies and Gen

your most charming

remarks you have mad

T ean assure you the

Delhi will always co

and it has been a ve

to interest ourselves }

that have taken place

Capital City of India.

thank you, Sir, for

‘for the very generous
Exeellency and myself.

s we have lived in New

happiest of our lives.

to us both constantly

emarkable developments

ve years in this, the

I remember well that when the New Delhi Municipal

Committee presented me with a welcome address in 1931,

they made many requests to me, most of which were held

not to be practicable at the time owing to the financial

stringency which then affected us all, but I am indeed

happy to think that today practically all the requests

which you made five years ago have now materialized, and

I can assure you that I am more than pleased at the results

of the efforts that you, Gentlemen, have made to increase

the efficiency of your administration and to promote the

progress and advance of your Municipality. Indeed I

find it difficult to believe that the New Delhi of today

ig the New Delhi that welcomed Her Excellency and
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myself five years ago, when J think of the amazing housing

schemes that have been brought into being, the develop-

ment of Connaught Place and Connaught Cireus, the

Irwin Amphitheatre, the Institute of Agricultural Re-

search and the splendid Cinemas and Hotels which have

sprung up in an incredibly short space of time. And

perhaps more significant still is the information you give

us that the revenue of the Municipality during the past

five years has increased from 34 to 19 lakhs and the

population from 40,000 to 80,000.

I was pleased ito

fully alive to the p

placed upon you #

striking results thai ¥

achieved. With a ©

growing in size and i

duty to maintain the

yourselves, secure in

the test of your serv

you procure in the »¥

publie whom you repré

‘you warmly on the

fellow members have

luka New Delhi, ever

will be your constant

‘d which you have set

that the measure of

etent of the inerease

he convenience of the

And now, Ladies and Gentlemen, as a citizen of

Delhi, I should like to join with the Members of my

Municipal Committee in paying my tribute to Her Ex-

cellency for the great part she has played in the establish-

ment of the Lady Willingdon Park. Her Exeellency has

done much for New Delhi since she has lived here, but I

venture to think that the Lady Willingdon Park is not

the least of her achievements. It has only been made

possible by the generous contributions of many of the

jeading Princes of India at the suggestion of my friend

His Ilighness the Nawab of Bhopal, and it is my earnest

hope that Their Highnesses when next they visit Delhi will

one and all come and see for themselves the beauty of

their gift. I feel sure that they will not be disappointed.



14th April

1938.

232 Speeches by the Earl of Willingdon.

Princes Dinner.

Once again, Sir, I thank you for the kind words with

whieh you have bid us good-bye. Though in a very few

days we shall be leaving you, we shall never forget you,

and we trust that this great Capital City will fulfil its

early promise and become the most beautiful City in the

British Empire.

PRINCES DINNER.

His Excelleney the Vice

Dinner given by the Ruling

14th April 1936, and i

the following speech

vas entertained at a Farewell

£ India on Tuesday, the

st His Excellency made

Your Highnesses

T ought to apologise te

tonight for the contin

been delivering in the

glad to feel that the

be drying up tonig}

Make any long speesh evening, for tomorrow

we shall be leaving yous vw we shall be breaking

with all those connections and associations in the Capital

City of Delhi which have been very dear to us both ; yes,

and we shall be severing those close personal and political

ties with the Princes of India which we have valued for

many long years.

sentlemen,—I feel that

thering I see before me

sks. But you may be

political oratory will

have little heart to

But I must thank yon on behalf of my wife and

myself for the generous weleome which ‘you have accorded

us, and I shonld like too to thank and congratulate His

UWighness the Maharaja of Travancore on the charming

speech with which he has recommended the toast of our

health for your acceptance. I would thank him for the

many delightful things he has said with regard to us both,

as to the value of the work which we may have achieved

in this country, and congratulate a young Ruler with
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whose State and family I have long had very close friend-

ship and association, on the admirable way in which he

has carried out what must [ am sure have been no easy

task.

With regard to our personal ties with so many Princes

in India. I would tonight express my deep gratitude for

the true and constant friendship they have always shown

us, for the kind hospitality they have always given us

and the generosity which they have always shown us in

coming to our help ia r ) yaatters of great public

concern. And wher thelr generosity my mind

goes back to the fc reat War, very soon

after I came out as ‘bay, and T recollect

the splendid example hy all the Princes of

India in giving of th that time as evidence

not only of thely splez y to our late lamented

Sovereign, but also of ¢ ination to do everything

in their power to hel great struggle to a

suecessful issue. The } like to refer to the

creation of the Willingdé b in Bombay, which

was started almost ontive : "ithe generosity of the

Princes of India. Let me “tell: you the story in a few
words. When I decided to form this Club (and let me

add that I think this vas one of the best things that I have

ever done in India, for it has created an atmosphere of

friendship and good-will between our two raves in that

eity in alway which nothing else could have done), I
wrote rouhd to the Princes of India and asked them if
they wonld help me hy taking up debentures to start this

Chib. and | further informed them that I could not

guarantee that they would wet back their debenture money,

nor could T promise any interest on their investment—

not a very encouraging proposition to put before the

Ruling Prinees. But they felt that the idea was a good

one, and as a result of my appeal, almost entirely through
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their generosity I succeeded in raising five and q half

lakhs, That Club, I think 1 can say without any possi-

bility of contradiction, is the most popular Club now in

Bombay City. As I have said, it is almost entirely due

to\ the Princes that the erection of that Club became

possible. I must confess that the Princes have never

received any interest on their investment, but I am glad

to say that the Club has been so successful that the

debentures are now all paid off. Then again, let us come

up to Delhi ; only a few days ago | had the privilege of

opening the Lady Wiinedern Park, which will add
enormously to the a ox the residents in this

city, and this has @ possible entirely

through the generosi aces of India ; and I

shall never forget wh as starting her Jubilee

Fund, to commemersat ee of His late Majesty

and Queen Mary, whi the amazing total of

143 lakhs, and alsc wh it necessary to appeal

on behalf of the sucfe Oo great catastrophic

earthquakes in Bihar * Frinces came forward

with the utmost gener their best help to the

relief of the sufferings tt ellow-citizens in British

India.

e

reer:

T have said all this, for 1 have always been inclined

to think that we whg live in British India do not always

appreciate or recognise the great generosity of the Princes

of India in all matters of public concern in British India,

and how much they have helped us at any erisis, when

it became necessary to raise large funds of money for any

great public concern.

And it is equally a great regret to me to sever my

political relations with the Princes of India, for the

Political Department has: been my own special Depart-

ment. ever since I arrived in this country, and has therefore

given me a very particular opportunity of securing the
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most intimate relations with Princes both from a political

and personal point of view. May I add that I hope when

[ leave India that the Princes will feel that they have

always found in me in all my political relations with them

a real personal friend, one who was always ready to advise

them whenever they sought advice, one who - never

interfered with their administration unless it became

absolutely necessary, and whose sole purpose was to uphold

the dignity, prestige and position of the great Order. of

Princes in India. No, Sir, the Prinees of India are no

anachronism, no survivin that has no place in the

world of today : te * are one of the most

vital and important vody-politie of India

at the present time

On a friendly an

it is the gencral rule—

serious business shod

hope T may be forgi

before T leave you af

Highnesses. You star

constitutional change, on will soon be called

upon to give your decision as to whether you will become

a partner in the Federation or whether yon will stand

aside. That decision rests entirely with yourselves and

no one cun take away from you your responsibility or roh

you of your freedom of vhoice. As Your Highnesses are

aware, accusations were some time ago laid against myself

and my officers of bringing pressure to bear on the Prinees

to accept Federation against their better judgment. I am

glad that: at their last mecting the Chamber of Princes

found uo difficulty in acquitting us of this charge, and

T have certainly no present intention, even if I had the

power, at the close of my career in India of committing

any such offence. But thongh the choice must le with

you, I hope that I can claim the right of telling you my

sion such as the present,

pk a good rule—that all

glously avoided ; but f

: in Just a few words

‘that lies before Your

threshold of a great
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own opinion. I think, as I have told Your Highnesses

before now, that in my opinion it would be nothing short

of a disaster not only for India as a whole but for the

Princely Order in particular, if the Princes reject the

offer of partnership in the new Constitution. An attitude

of complete isolation is in these days impossible. Even if

you stand aloof from Federation. you cannot hope to

remain unaffected by the march of events in British India.

Surely then it is better to take part in directing the

fortunes of this great country than to deny yourselves

the opportunity that wi « xecorded you, and T

hope profoundly thy of India will come

forward in accordais wh traditions to play

their part in the gow eiy motherland.

final word of counsel.

the Head of the Govern-

who has striven for the

who is about to bid

India are to uphold

And Jet me cone

T am speaking to von 2

ment of India, but

welfare of your Ord

you all good-bye. TR

their high position an ® influence that is their

due, it is clear that #1 Sat put an end as far as

possible to all fends and dissensions among themselves.
Your Highnesses will, I feel convinced, agree with me that

such dissensions have done in the past and still do much

harm to the Order of Princes. Never has the saying that

in Unity lies Strength been more true than it is today.

Let me earnestly implore you then in your own interests

to do all that lies in your power to pursue this ideal and

let no personal feelings or jealousies stand in the way.

My last word of advice to you is that you should close

your ranks and stand shoulder to shoulder for the good

of the Order of which we are so justly proud,

And let my last word be this before I go. Friend-

ships made so sound and true as those between myself and

Your Highnesses in past years cannot surely be broken
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by my departure from India, but I am sure will remain

during our lives, and IJ hope we shail have many oppor-

tunities to meet each other in future years. My warmest

good wishes go to you all, and my highest hopes in regard

to your future, and my deep gratitude for all your many

kindnesses to us both will remain with me one of the most

treasured memories of my life in India.

FAREWELL ADDRESS FROM THE BOMBAY CHAMBER

OF COMMERCE.

His Excellency the to the Farewell Address ith April

presented by the Bor mmeree on Friday, the 1936.
17th Apyil 1986, made sech :—

‘y deeply the generous

idvess and now that the

eli to you I confess that

th which to express

the simplest phrases

fo accept my warmest

xf my services,

Gentlemen, —I agi

language you have us

time has come for me t

J hardly know what

my feelings. In thi

are the best and I w

thanks for your kind

Tt is clear that you wish to send me away from India

happy in the knowledge that my teri of office has met

with the approval of the Bombay Chamber of Commerce

and in this you have succeeded to the full, J have always

realized the close connection between the contentment of

a country and the prosperity of her trade and commerce,

and the harmonious atmosphere now prevailing, to which

you, Sir, referred in your address. is, T think T can claim,

not one of the smallest factors in the improvement of trade

conditions today as vompared with when I took over office

five years ago, and even though that improvement may

only at present be discerned as a small gleam of light in

the economic sky, J am convineed that that gleam is

steadily gaining in strength from dey to day. India’s
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credit stands high, and of that fact I am proud for

although there are contributing reasons for it, one very

large element has been the restoration of law and order

throughout the country which has been the constant

pre-occupation of my Government and myself during my

entire regime,

I was particularly pleased tu hear your expression of

thanks to the Members of my Government tor the courtesy

and consideration whieh they lave shown to the repre-

sentatives of your Chamber when you have had occasion

to address Governme: ’ public or commercial

interest, and I woul confidence that that

courtesy aud consi u have received in

the past will contine ded to you in equal

measure in the futrr

a

hat financial conditions

af the initiation of a

12 condition of the

; the slightest doubt

I am indeed glad

have so improved as

campaign for the at

agricultural masses :

that my suceessor will xe good work that has

been started and if. is that improving eondi-

tions will result in greater resoutces being placed at his

disposal for the purpose.

Your tribute to the manifold activities of Her

Exeelleney has tonched me deeply. She has taken the

keenest interest in the welfare of the women and children

of this country, and she will, I know, sincerely value your

kindly references to her untiring efforts.

The time has now come to say Good-Bye—and J do

so with a heavy heart for the links that have so long and

so closely bound me to India for many long years have now

to he broken, but T trust, Gentlemen, that you will not

forget me and in bidding you farewell I wish vou all a

bright and prosperous future.
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His Excellency the Vicervy in reply to the Farewell Address 17th April

presented by the Muslin Commitice of Bombay on Friday, the

A7th April 1936, made the following speech :—~

Gentlemen,—I am very glad to have this opportunity

uf meetiug once again the members of the Muslim Com-

mittee before I leave India, and I am most grateful to them

and to you, Sir, for your kind thought in presenting me

with this farewell address and lor your good wishes to Her

Exeelleney and myself.

You have been

ciative manner to su

to this great country

last five years. It has

an anxious time, but 1 a

consider that | have de

a new Constitution

of peave und tranqill

for the success of thé

not belong to me ale ake this opportunity of

thanking the Muslim (x wy the support they have

given me. Throughout this period the whole trend of
responsible opinion in the Community has been against

any form of unconstitutional agitation and while pressing

their claims and taking steps to safeguard their interests,

they have never lost sight of the great object which we

all have in view —the political advancement of a united

India.

‘efer in a very appre-

e been able to render

particular during the

Say, @ critical and often

‘ly vlad to hear that you

t.uoft only in giving India

ting that atmosphere

» essentially necessary

But the credit does

-
q

You, Sir, referred in your address to the widespread

demonstrations of public feeling which were evinced on

the joyful oceasion of His late Majesty’s Silver Jubilee

and again on the sad day of llis late Majesty’s death.

Those demonstrations clearly showed to the world at large

that India is. as you have rightly claimed, second to nonc
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in her regard and affection for the Ruler of our great

Empire. Those demonstrations further showed that

whatever talk there may be in certain quarters of inde-

pendence and separation, India, as a whole, realises to the

full the value of the union of our two races and of partner-

ship within the British Commonwealth of Nations.

You were good enough to say that the names of Her

Excellency and myself were near and dear to India. India

will always be very near and dear to us, and it is perhaps

unnecessary for me to say 1 we will continue to serve

her to the best of our abi ie years that le before us

as we have since the: led in Bombay some

twenty-three years ag

Gentlemen, in eon

of my heart for your =.

away with us affection:

and of the kindly tri

Committee in Bombs

mk you from the bottom

iddresy. We shall carry

ious of the good wishes

to us by the Muslim

FAREWELL ADDRESS: FROM ERE BOMBAY MUNICIPAL

CORPORATION.

160m Apdll His Exeelleney the Viceroy in reply to the Farewell Address

, presented by the Bombay Municipal Corporation on Saturday,

the 18th Apri] 1936, made the following speech :—-

Mr. Mayor, Members of the Municipal Corporation of

the City of Bombay,—In thanking you, Sir, most gratefully

for the very generous expressions you have conveyed to us

in the address which von have just read, I am sure you will

understand if my reply is very brief, for (and I speak for

my wife just as munch as for myself) our hearts are very

full, our feelings are very deep this morning. We are

leaving here in India so many friends, so many interests

and associations, so many thoughts of happy days spent
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among you all during the 16 years we have lived in thia

wonderful country.

After listening to your charming and most flattering

references to our Empire service, my wife and I are

deeply touched, and our minds go back to the morning

we first stood here 23 years ago and began our associa-

tion with this Presidency which extended over six very

happy years.

You are perfectly right when you say, Sir, that it

was here we passed throug: fr epprenticeship of Empire

service, and we are ut now, at the moment

of our giving up oui ia, you, who gave us

our early training, enough to say to us

*‘ well done, good and auts ’’ before we go.

I know well that »

able criticism and contr

in the life of anyone

responsibility. But d

van truly, sincerely * worked honestly and

to the best of my par endship and good-will

between our two races. I have laboured to improve condi-

tions of life among all classes of the millions of our

people ; 1 have striven without ceasing to help India

forward to her goal of completely responsible Government.

as pot escaped consider-

that is I fear inevitable

in a position of great

ek over the years, 1

I am grateful indeed to you, Sir, this morning, for

making no reference to the various problems that beset

you and your Councillors in matters of Municipal

administration, and sympathise with you in your anxieties

during these most difficult years of depression, which I

know have affected the economic and financial position of

this great commercial and industrial city. But if I still

know anything of the citizens of Bombay with whom I was

so closely associated during the four years of the Great

War, I am sure that the courage, enterprise and resource-
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fulness which you fave shown in the past will be there in

the future, and I am as optimistic as ever that before

long your great city will once again be on the high road

to increasing prosperity and progress. And now the time

has come to say good-bye to what has been to both of us a

wonderful period of service to the people of this country.

If it be true that as a rule there is nut much gratitude for

services rendered, that certainly has not been so in our

ease, for we have been overwhelmed with evidence of

regret al our departure suid.appreciation of our work for

which we are both tr: grateful.

And before I

day, may I leave wi

brought with me wheh

to become Governor of

ohe word co-operation:

races which has bro:

in the past and will |

shores of India to-

ne watchword which 1

pi here long years ago

y Presidency. It is the

tion between our two

enefits to this country

h vo in the future, if we

avoid those feelings 4 id distrust and believe

in each other’s singe -Gueration with a common

purpose and with mutual endeavour to make this great
country, with all its wonderful history and tradition,

powerful and prosperous in this modern world, a full

partner in shaping the destinies of the British Empire.
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