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SPEECHES BY
THE EARL OF WILLINGDON

1934

SENTATION OF THE FREEDOM OF THE CITY OF
EDINBURGH.

His Exvelleney the Vieeroy received the Freedom of the
i{y of Edinburgh on 20th June and in reply said —

My Lord Provest and Members of the Edinburgh
Corporation,—Let me at once most gratefully tender you
my thanks, my Lord Provost and members of the Cor-
poration of Edinburgh, for the high honour which you
have conferred upon me to-day and for the assurance
whieh it conveys that such humble services as it has been
¥iven me to render to my sovereign and to the British
fmpire have been so generously recorded and recognised
n the capital city of Secotland.

Great as is my gratification at so signal a reward,
[ assure you that it is doubly gratilying to me that you
bave thought well to confer the same honour upon my
wife, for merits in which T ean claim no part, and of which
I am therefore free to testify that in her case your judg-
ment has heen amply jnstified. TFor not only has the
fmssd"(, of the years inercasingly brought home to me how
hﬁlv nseful work 1 could have done without her by my
side to help. advise and encourage, to share with me all
e Joys and sorrows, all the successes and disappointments,
a long and varied public life, but also no one knows
gter than [ the full tale of her labours to mitigate
4tress and suffering and to bring happiness and comfort
nto the life of the people of each country to which our
duties have called us,

20th June
1934,
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Presentation of the Freedom of the City of Edinburgh.

Yesterday we received another great honour, and I
may the wore fitly acknowledge it onm this occasion
because I know how close have always been the ties that
have bound together Edinburgh and her Tounis Collegt
‘We received the degree of honorary doctorates in laws ¢
the University of Edinbargh, and I regard it as a part
cularly happy eircumstance that it was at the hands of
Principal and Viee-Chanecellor who adds to his othe
claims to emincnce a distinguished record of serviee Ir
India, for I recollect that when I was Governor of Bomba;
Rir Thomas Holland wag-a - Member of the Governo
General’s Council. This. hononr  we value not leas
hecanse it entitled us henceforth; admitted into your inner
family rircle, to share familiarly the personal and
intimate pride which you justly take in what I may traly
call not only a great national but a great imperial institu-
tion. For I know well that 8cotland has not only sent
out of her best frowa the gates of this university to the
uttermost parts of the earth, but has hospitably reeeived
within them great nuwbers from overseas, attracted by
her traditions and the renown of her schools. It was only
lagt year that the University cclebrated, under the
auspices of a Chaneellor of all men best qualified to
pronounce the spell, the 350th vear of what I must call
her youth : and that great occasion was remembered not
only in Edinburgh itself, but by the sons and daughters
who claim her as their Alma Mater in more cities than I
can count within the Empire and beyond.

When first we received your invitation, my Lord
Provost, and that of the Senatus of the University, I rust
confess that we asked onrsclves why we, mere Eunglishnien
and mere Englishwomen, should have been deemed worthy
of these special marks of your approval of our work.
We came to the conelnsion that you were not less well
aware than I—and it has always been very present to my
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Presentation of the Freedom of the City of Edinburgh.

mind-—of my close assoeiation with Scotsmen in all the
vesponsibilities of (fovernment that have been entrusted to
me, and of how much T owe to Scotsmen for loyal help
and advice during long years of service overseas. If,
indeed, more was in your minds, let me at any rate take
this opportunity of giving my very willing testimony to
my owh indebtedness.

L

In the sarly days of my public life, when I was a
vouthfnl member of Parliament, T was fortunate in the
friendship of that brilliant statesman and scholar, the late
Lord Rosebery. The City of Edinburgh will, T know,
never forget its generous friend and neighbour, nor shall
T forget the inspiration and encouragcement he gave me
in my yonnger days. I was a member of the Liberal
Party in the Ilouse of Commons under the leadership of
another Scots Prime Minister, Sir Henry Campbell-
Bannerman, and had the opportunity of learning from
him many lessons of  political wisdom and sagacity. 1
rememhber well, when firgt 1 went to India as Governor
of Bombay, having never before heen to India in my life,
my first two private secretarics were Scotsmen and I owed
mueh to their guidance and adviee during the first years
of my eonnection with that country. When I returned to
take up my post as Viceroy three years ago, the same
two officers had risen to high positions under the Govern-
ment of mdia and gave me once more most loyal assistance
in ecarrying out my duties during those diffieult years.
And there were many others, throughout the length and
breadth of India, whose loyalty, ability and devotion to
duty I remember with eratitude and admiration. 1i
would, T am confident, he with the approval of them all
that T should ninke honourahle mention on this oecasion
of the name of a distinguished son of Hdinburgh, His
Bxcelleney Sir John Anderson, Governor of Bengal,
whose wisdom and courage in administering the affairs
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of that great Presidency 1 have had the best reasons to
appreciate.

Apgain, when I went to Canada as Governor-General,
the Prime Minister was a man of Scottish descent, my old
friend the Right Ion’ble Mackenzie King, and two
members of his Cabinet had left Scotland years before as
emigrants, had prospered and were holding two of the
highest positions under the Crown in Canada.

And today, in this city of Edinburgh and on an
occasion for me so memorable, it gives me a peculiar
pleasurc not only to acknowledge my own debt for their
counsel and support in times of doubt and difficulty, but
to express more generally, after many years of life and
travel in many parts of the Empire, my admiration of the
men and women of the Seottish race whose -courage,
initiative and tenacity have done so much to huild up its
fortunes in the past and are so great a present influence
on all the manifold aetivities of administration, public life
and private enterprise.

My experience of the Seot abroad has naturally
tempted me to ask myself what exactly are the gualities,
and whence does he get them, which have so conspicuously
made him a pioneer and a pillar of empire ; that spirit
which sends him across the waste of seas with an undying
regret for the ‘‘ lone shielding in the misty island '’
which eombines a passion for metaphysies with the shrewd-
est judgment of practical things ; which has made
legendary alike hig devotion to a falling eanse and his
unerring instinct for a rising market. It is a profoundly
interesting enquiry but, as I am aware, my Lord Provost,
not withont its perils. T shall say only this. I have seen
your beautiful, gray city in all its watchless atmosphere
of unbroken tradition and unforgotten history ; I have
seen something of the vigorous activity of a modern
capital, in which nevertheless the wraiths of Secott and
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Burns and Stevenson would be still at home, and Sir
James Darrie would mecet with kindred spirits today ;
and of o university which draws from its great names of
the past new inspiration for the present and the future.
I have looked both on the ramparts of your ancient citadel
and on the most beautiful and impressive memorial of the
late war that in many journeyings I have ever seen, I
fecl that now I understand better the Scottish character
and the things that have built it up.

And T think that there was never a time in our
common history in whieh there was greater need and scope
for its exertion. For I am onc of those who believe that,
in the troubled times we live in, the strengthening of the
bonds of empire, and closer co-operation between all its
parts will be not only our own best hope but a great
influence for the promotion of' peace and amity among all
nations,

I sometimes hear doubts expressed whether thig zeal
and enthusiasm for the Hmpire, which I think should
inspire cach one of us, Is as strong as once it was, and
whether the spirit of adventure has not yielded to the
amenities of life at home. Indeed, I have myself often
been asked by my friends how it is that I can endure so
many years of exile, My answer is that there is no
question of exile when there is duty to perform, work to
do and all the opportunities of life, within the British
Empire. Speaking for my wife and myself, T can truly
say that while there must needs be some sacrifice in
serving iar from home, we have never for one moment
regretted the years that we have spent among our fellow-
citizens of Idmpire overseas, Life has been full of
interest and occupation ; we have received a warm
weleome wherever we have gone ; we have formed many
tried and trusted friendships, and we have always found
a very happy home. And what 1 have said applies very
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specially to our present life in India, where we have now
spent nearly fifteen yecars. There, too, we are happy in
the knowledge that we have gained many valued friend-
ships among the Princes and people of India ; happy, too,
in the certain assurance, after all these years of expe-
rience, that our temporary home is in a country whose
people are intensely loyal to the Dritish Crown.

It would not be proper for me to say anything to-day
on the important politieal guestions now being examined,
but this much T may be allowed to say about India, the
administration of which has been {or the past three years
under my special care.

We often hear of the * unchaneine East’ but 1 ean
assure my countrymen, with some cxperience, that India
at all events is changing very fast, and the responsibility
for that change is mainly due to the fact that we British
have for over 100 years beeu working to develop in the
minds and character of [ndians a spirit of responsibility
which will in dve conrse fit them to undertake the full
powers of administration of their own affairs. That has
been and is our purpose eonfirmed and assured to Indians
by the great proclamation of Queen Vietoria in 1858 and
later by His Majesty’s Government in 1917. 1 fully
realise the doubts and difficulties in the minds of many
who, while anxious as we all are to aet generously and
fairly by India, are uneasy as to the scope of advanece
through their want of practical mowledge of conditions in
that country. May T urge that, owing to these rapid
changes to which I have referred, special consideration
should be given to the views and opinions of those who
have had most recent experience of life there, and of those

who are doing their Empire service there at the present
time,

I hope that my countrymen will always remember
that the population of India exceeds three hundred and
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His Euwvellency the Viccroy’'s Address to the Combined
Legislatures.

fitty millicns. In so vast a number therc must be, as in
every other country, a certain nomber ol wisguided or
evilly disposed people whose desire ix to subvert or injure
the Government constituted by law./ But the Princes and
people of India are loyal to the British Crown. They are
not unmindful of past benefits ; they are proud of their
own share in upholding the fortunes of the Empire ; and
their aspiration is to ove forward until they arrive
at a position of fnll  partnership in  working out the
destinies of Empire. They askthat their aspirations may,
at this juneture, be dealt with by vou all in a spirit of
real sympathy and friendship. 1 this is done as I am
sure it will he T am confident that India will inereasingly
in the future prove to be, as she has been in the past, a
source of vivength and seenrity to our great commonwealth
of nations.

And when we returny in o few weeks’ time to resume
our dutiss in  that wonderful ‘c¢ountry, we shall go,
heartened and encouramed by thiy cvidence of Seottish
approval of our endeavours which you have so generously
given us, proud to regard ourselves ag burgesses of the city
of Edinburgh, and determined that we shall not forfeit
the confidence reposed in us by yon, my Lord Provost, by
the Corporation of your city and by the Senatus
Academicus of the University of Edinburgh.

HIS EXCELLENCY THE VICEROY’S ADDRESS TO THE
COMBINED LEGISLATURES.

His Exeellency the Vieeroy attended in State the Chamber
of the Legislative Assembly on the morning of the 29th August
1934 ard addressed the Members of hoth Tlouses of the Indian
Legislature as follows ;—

Gentlemen,—In greeting  Ton’ble  Members  this
morning after my short holiday, T need hardly tell yon

29th August
1934,
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how delighted T am to be amongst you once again, to find
you still engaged in your strenuous labours on behalf of
India, and to take this opportunity of thanking you all
for the assistance you have given to my Government
during the past four years in passing into law the many
very important measures that have been brought before
you during the period of the life of this Parliament which
will shortly be coming to a close.

In a message commuuicated to you on the 6th March
1933, T anncunced my decision to extend the duration of
the existing Assembly for sueh period as might seem
expedient in the light of the eonditions prevailing when
the time came actually to effect the extension, and on the
22nd December 1933 T announced an extension up to the
31st December 1934. The question whether the duration
of the Assembly should be further extended beyond that
date required and received my anxious consideration, and
1 finally reached the eonclusion, the propriety of which
has, I am glad to believe, been very generally recognised,
that in all the circumstances of the case no further exten-
sion should be granted.

I am sure that you would wish, and here [ can speak
with all sineerity on behalf of my Hon’ble Collcagues,
that 1 should express to the two Presidents my grateful
thanks for the fairness and judgment with which they
have guided the discussions in both Chambers and have
secured the trust and confidence of every Hon’ble
Member.

It is my custom on this occasion to give a general
survey of the work done during the past vear and of
the economic and political condition of our country at the
present time, and further to tell you as far as T can the
outlook for the future.
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In the sphere of Foreign Affairs I am glad to state
that India’s velations with her neighbours continue to be
uniformly satisfactory. On the frontier between Burma
and China incidents occurred last spring threatening a
disturbarice of the peace among the partially administered
tribes, which in that area separate the Provinee of Burma
$rom the Chinese Province of Yunnidn. The international
frontier im that area has never been demarcated and this
circumstance coupled with the fact that there are mno
maps which have been aceepted hy both Governments as
accurate, encouraged' cerfain irresponsible persons to
engape in hostile activifies against the Burma Military
Police, although the latter had serupulously refrained
from pevetrating hevond the line clailned by the Chinese
Government. That foree effectively demonstrated -their
ability t¢ deal with these marauders and no operations
have been necessary duting the last few weeks. Efforts
are being made by His Majesty’s Representative in China
to establish, in agreement with the Chinese Government,
certain principles upon which it will be possible to
demarcate the international frontier and thus to find a
solution for a long-standing disagreement. Events in
Chinese Turkestan have eaused my Government some
anxiety, sinee as the result of a serious revolt against
Chinese authority in Kashgar and the neighbourhood,
security of life and property was for some time gravely
endangered. T regret to say that some loss of life and
property was caused to peaceful Indian traders in spite of
the unremitting efforts of His Majesty’s Consul-General
to secure their protection. On one occasion His Majesty’s
Consulate at Késhgar was attacked by Tungén* rebels,
and it was only the gallant defence offered by the British
and Tndian persomnel which saved the Consulate from

*Pronounced ‘‘ Toonga(r)n ’’.
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more than a few casnalties. The Chinese Government
have expressed their deep regret for this occurrence and
have also officially acknowledged the correctness of the
Consul-General’s attitude of striet neutrality towards the
various factions which have from time to time secured
control over this arca. The latest news received is much
more reassuring in that the Chinese forces together with a
Pacification Commissioner entrusted with the task of
restoring law and order have now rcached Késhgar and
are engaged in re-establishing Chincse authority. Some
embarrassment has also been caused by the influx of
refugees from Russia and from Chinese Turkestan who
were able to enter India «id Gilgit before they could be
intercepted. These persons were for the mwmost part
completely destitute and were {requently accompanied by
women and children, whose re-expulsion across the in.
hospitable mountaing of Cenfral Asia was repugnant to
humanitarian prineiples. ' Tt ‘is however obvious that the
comparative security of —eonditions in India might
enconrage this influx to a dangerous extent and steps are
therefore being taken to check it ‘at the frontier, and it is
also hoped to arrange for the disposal of a number of the
refugees already in India by despatching them to other
parts of the world.

Our neighbourly relations with Afghanistan have not
been threatened hy any untoward incidents on the frontier
in recent months and it is hoped tn secure increased trad
between the two countries as the result of the recent vis
of a Trade Delegation to Kahul in April last. Thi
Dglegation consisted of Mr. W, W. Nind as Leader ang
Lala 8hri Ram, Merchant of Delhi, and Khan Bahadur
Syed Maratib Ali of Lahore as Members, and was sent
to Afghanistan to examine, in consultation with informed
opinion in that country, the direetions in which it might
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be possible to foster and expand the mutual trade between
India and Afghanistan. The report submitted by this
Delegation is still under consideration, but it is gratifying
to observe the interest taken by lndian merchants and
traders in the Commereial Exhibition which is now taking
place in that city,

The North-West Krontier has rvemained uniformly
peacetul during the last eight months cxeept for the
varions unimportant disputes between sections. of the
tribes and a few small encouuters between Government
forces and hostile individuals, which have always been a
feature nf frontier admumistration. I nced not say that
cordial relations, ns ever, euntinug to be maintained with
onr ancteut Ally, the Kingdom of Nepal. As a fitting
culmination of the long-standing friendship that we have
enjoyed with that country, His Majesty the King-Emperor
has heen plessed to raise the status of the British Euavoy
to that of Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipo-
{entiary at the Nepalese Court, and also to receive u
Minister of ecorresponding vank from the Kingdom of
Nepal at the Court of St. James in London,

A great figure on the stage of Asia passed away with
the death of His Holiness the Dalai lLama of Tibet on
December 17th, 1933. The late Daléi Lama, the thirteenth
of his line, had always remained on terms of amity with
my Government and the Regent who has been appointed
in his place pending the reincarnation of the Daldi Lama
continues to act in the spirit of the Ruler of Tibet.

Lastly I am glad to take this opportunity of
acknowledging the keen and ecffective interest which
Hon'ble Members have always taken in the welfare of
Indian traders and settlers in foreign countries. There
has been more than one case recently in which a foreign
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country has attempted to eunforce, particularly in its
colonies, what appeared to us to be unwarranted restric-
tions upon such Indian traders, who have by their
enterprise and commercial ability contributed largely to
the wealth and prosperity of the place concerned. My
Government have in every case protested vigorously
through His Majesty’s (Government against such proceed-
ings and, if, as has happened in more than one case, their
protests have been successful, this is very largely due 1o
the hearty support they have received from Indian public
opinion as represented by the Hon’ble Members of this
House.

In connection with external commercial relations 1
would recall to your minds that when [ last addressed you
I wentioned the circumstances leading to the denunciation
of the Anglo-Japancse Commercial Convention of 1905
and the passing of the Safeguarding of Industries Aect,
1933. Applications for @ assistance under the Act were
received from a number of small Indian \lundustries.
These were carefully examined, but eventually Govern-
ment decided that it would be undesirable to use the Act,
since such a step would have prejudiced the negotiations
for a comuercial agreemeut with Jupan which had then
started. At the same time the needs of these industries
were wet, where necessary, in another manner. This was
by the imposition of minimum specific duties on the
articles eoncerned. 'The imposition of these duties wag
secured by ad hoc legislation,—the Indian Tariff Am:
ment Act, 1934,—and in fixing the level of these dut.
which were applicable to the imports from all foreig
countries, due consideration was given to the necessity ¢
adequately safeguarding the Indian industry concerned,
while avoiding, as far as possible, any increase in the
ad valorem incidence of the dutics on goods the competi-
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tion from which did not constitute a danger to Indian
industries.

The question of the grant of substantive protection to
the Cotton Textile Indastry in India, which was the
subject of a Tariff Board enquiry in 1932, came up for
your -econwideration in the last Delhi Sessions. I need nof
refer to the details of the legislative measure with which
you wera then concerned except to point out that for the
second time statutory effect has been given to a rapproche-
ment bctween the representatives of an Indian and a
British Industry, My Government and I attach the
highest 'mportance to the creation of closer ties between
the industrialists in Iudia and in the United Kingdom and,
consonant with the interests of the country as a whole,
we shall always be prepared to consider sympathetically
any agreement intended to promote the mutual interests
of the parties eoncerned,

In accordance with the undertaking given when the
Ottawa Trade Agreement was under consideration, an
exhaunstive report of the first year’s working of the scheme
of muatual prefercnces has been prepared and is now in
your hands. I understand that this report is now under
consideration by Committees of both MHouses of the
Legislature, and I shall not therefore comment further
upon it.

When  the Indian Delegation .led by Sir Atul
Chatterjee was at Ottawa certain tentative approaches
were made by representatives of other countries within
the Commonwealth with a view to the conclusion of
further trade agreements. The Irish Free State has
followed up their preliminary proposals and formal nego-
tiations between India and the Free State were initiated
in May last. These negotiations, at which Sir B. N. Mitra
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and Sir George Rainy represented India, have not yet
been concluded.

During the course of my address to you in August
last year T made a brief reference to the denunciation of
the Anglo-Japanese Commercial Convention of 1905, and
the negotiations for a fresh Commercial Agreement with
Japan. As you are aware, these negotiations commenced
in Simla on the 23rd September 1933, and after lengthy
discussions agreement was reached between the Indian and
the Japanese Delegations in January 1984. The agree-
ment of views thus reached was embodied in a Convention
and Protocol, the agreed drafts of which were initialled
by the two delegations on the 19th April 1934 and finally

signed, on behalf of India and Japan, in London on the
12th July 1934,

The Convention, and with it the Protocol, are to come
into forece immediately after the exchunge of ratifications
and will remain in force until the 31st March 1937. The
provisions in the Protocol relating to the restriction of
the imports of cotton piece-goods from Japan have, how-
ever, heen given eftect to with effect from the 8th January
1934, from which date the Government of India reduced
the import duty on Japanese cotton piece-goods to the
level of that provided for in the Agreement.

The Agrecinent, while ensuring the continuance of the
long-established trade connections between the two
countries on a basis satisfactory to both, safeguards also
the legitimate interests of the Cotton Textile Industry iy
India and at the same time secures a stable market for
substantial portion of the exportable surplus of ra
cotton produced in India. This, at a time of ae
agricultural distress, should prove invaluable to the cott
growers in India who have been so seriously affected
the world repression.



Speeches by the Earl of Willingdon. 16

His Earellency the Viceroy's Address to the Combined
Legislatures.

Hon’ble Members will remember that in 1930 the
Government of India, with the approval of the Secretary
of State for India, sanctioned a scheme for the appoint-
ment of Indian Trade Commissioners in certain foreign
countries with a view to promote the export trade of
India with those countries. In addition to the existing
appointment of Indian Trade Commissioner, London, the
scheme provided for six appointments, one each at
Hambure, Milan, New York, Alexandria, Durban and
Mombasa. The office at Hamburg was opened in March
1931 and an officer for the Milan post was selected on
the reevmmendation “of the Public Service Commission.
Further progress with the scheme was held in abeyance
on grounds of financial stringency, the officer selected for
the post of Indian Trade Commissioner at Milan being
retained in the Commercial Intelligence and Statisties
Department for a period of training. Among plans for
the encouragement of the economic development of the
country my Government have, however, now decided to
resume the programme for the appointment of Indian
Trade Commisgioners in foreign countries. Ag a first step
in that direction, it has been decided to open the office
of the Indian Trade Commissioner in Ttaly as soon as
possible, and with this objeet Mr. M. R. Ahuja, who was
gelectedd for the post in 1931, has been sent to London
for a short period of training in the Trade Department
of the High Commissioner’s Office hefore taking charge
of his new appointment in Italy. The question of the
appointment of TIndian Trade Commissioners at other
places will receive the early consideration of the Govern-
ment of India.

Whilst still on the subjeet of affairs which involve
contact, with the outer world, there are two further matters
of interest relating to Indians overseas to which I wish
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briefly to allude. I refer, in the first place, to the Report
of the Colonisation Enquiry Committee, appointed by the
Government of the Union of South Africa, which was
published both in South Africa and in this country early
in July. The Government have been closely studying the
reactions of public opinion in this country to the recom-
mendations of the Committee. They have also ascertained
the views on the Report of the Standing FEmigration
Committee of the two Houses of the Indian Legislature.
They hope to be able, shortly, to address the Government
of the Union of South Africa on this matter. In formu-
lating their coneclusions it will be their endeavour to serve
the best interests of the Indian community in South
Africa.

The seecond covent, to which ¥on’ble Members will
expect some reference, is the situation which has arisen
in Zanzibar as the result of recent legislation. My
Government had mo previons intimation that such legis-
lation was eontemplated, and the time available between
its introduction and enactment was inadequate for the
effects of the various decrees on Indian interests in
Zanzibar to be adequately studied and represented.
Therefore early this month we deputed an officer to
Zanzihar to make investications. On receipt of his report
the Government of India will consider what further action
thev should take. Hon’ble Members may be satisfied that
in this, as in other matters concerning the legitimay
interests of Indian communities overseas, the Governme.
of India will strive their utmost to uphold them.

I now wish to recall to your mind the part that th
Legislature has played in the sphere of Labour in continu-
ing to participate in the policy which I and my Govern-
ment have set before us of implementing the recommenda-
tions of the Royal Commission on Labour. In 1933 you
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passed an important measure which improved the benefits
received by workmen under the Workmen’s Compensation
Aet. In the course of this session a still more important
advance has been registered by the new Factories Bill, the
most important feature of which was the reduction in the
hours of work in factories which work throughout the year
from 60 to 84. 1 am glad to have this opportunity of
exprassing my appreciation of the helpiul attitude of those
who represent employers’ interests towards this great
amelioration in the condition of workers in organised
industries, On the Industries side this session has to its
eredit the very serviceable Petrolemn Bill.  You have now
left to the lixecutive Government the important task of
framing suitable rules under these two Acts. The helpful
and enlightened spirit which has inspired the Legislature
in passing them will, 1 have no doubt, beneficially affect
their detailed administration.

During the current session you have passed a measure
desigued to secure condilions of greater safety for an
important section of the manual workers of this eountry.
I vefer to the Indian Dock labourers Bill whieh, when it
becomes law, will give effect in British India to the Inter-
national Convention concerning the protection against
aceidents of workers employed in loading and unloading
ships. The Bill empowers the Government of India to
muke regulations for the safety of such workers and to
provide, throngh a system of proper inspection, for the
enforcement of those regulations in accordance with
standards internationally accepted and embodied in the
International Convention, thus filling a gap in India’s
Labour legislation caused by the non-existence of any
regulations which could be said to provide adequately for
the safety of dock workers while engaged in their admit-
tedly hazardous occupation. The Aect which has now been
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placed on the Statute Book is still another earnest of
India’s desire to conform to the highest standards in her
treatment of Labour.

Our progress in matters connected with industries hus
not been confined to legislation. At the Sixth Industries
Conference which met shortly before this session began
my Government’s proposals for the creation of a Central
Bureau from which indusirialists, particularly those
interested in developing small, industries, will be able to
obtain sueh information and expert assistance as my
Government in co-operation with the Governments of the
Provinces c¢an place at their disposal met with the
unanimous support of the delepates present. 1 hope (o
see this organisation come into being in the course of the
next few months and, though it may seem that the begin-
ning which is being made is a small one, I have great
confidence that we are establishing an institution which
will prove of real value in promoting the industrial
development, of this country. The Conference also made
recommendations regarding the principles on which the
grants my Government is making to assist the hand-
loom-weaving and serieultural industries should be utilised.
Those recommendations have been accepted in their
entircty,

In the field of Civil Aviation there bave recently been
important developments. As our ground organisation has
hecome inadequate, it has been decided to inaugurate a
programme of development from loan funds. According-
ly we hope to equip the Karachi-Rangoon route and the
Karachi-Madras route up to modern standards within the
next few years, and we are prepared also to organise on
similar lines the Calcutta-Bombay and the Karachi-Lahore
routes, if these should be opened up shortly,—as it is
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much to be hoped they will be. You have just passed
an Act—the Indian Aireraft Act of 1934—which will
enable the Civil Aviation Directorate to control and
encourage effectively this expanding activity.

I am also glad to announce that we expect to see a
similar development in broadeasting in the near future.
My CGovernment have decided to proceed as quickly as
possible with the erection of a large transmitling station
in Delhi, which will broadeast entertainment in Urdu and
English. This, we hope, will prove to be only the first
step towards the establishment of a complete system of
broadeasting covering the whole of India, under which the
Provinces will have the benefit of an expression of their
own cultnre in their own literary languages, with an added
element »f English programme matter,

Botl: Chambers of the Legislature adopted a resolu-
tion last session which will prolong the life of the Road
Development Account. T trust this step will be of
material assistance to the Provinees in the development
of their road systems.

T take this opportunity to refer to a matter which is
of particular interest to the commercial publie. It has
been decided te undertake a revision of the existing
company and insurance laws in India at an early date.
The law relating to companies is that contained in the
Indian Companies Aet, 1913. This Aect is based on the
English Companies Aect, 1908, which has since been
revised and replaced by the Companies Aet of 1923,
Certain proposals for the amendment of the existing
legislation in India have been brought to the notice of
the Govarnment of India from time to time by Tiocal
Governments, commercial bodies and individuals, but it
has always been thought more desirable to avoid piecemeal
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legislation and to await a suitable opportunity when a
thorough overhaul of the Ac¢t could be undertaken. The
need for early revision of the law has been more keenly
felt recently as a result of the growing industrialisation of
India and in particular, as is already known to you, there
has of late been much criticism of the managing agency
system. In the sphere of insurance law also the need for
revised legislation is fully established. The rapid
development of insurance business in the country during
the past fow’ years, not only'in respect of the number of
new companies formed but also in respect of the forms of
insnrance activities other than life, e.g., fire, marine, motor
and employers’ liability insurance, has created new eir-
cumstances in which the existing law has been found to
be inadequate, The Government of India have therefore
arrived at the conclusion that both company and insurance
law shonld be revised as soon as possible, and as an initia
step it has been decided to appoint Mr. S. C. Sen,
Solieitor, as an officer on Special Duty in the Department
of Commerce of the Government of India to make a
preliminary examination of the various proposals for
amendment received from time to time and to indicate
broadly the lines on which revised legislation should be
nndertaken,

To turn to the wide field of Agriculture, which is still
to the masses of India their main source of livelihood and
is therefore one of the primary concerns of Government.
Hon’ble Members must be aware that the Provincial
Economic Conference, which my Government had con-
vened last April, reviewed the position of the agriculturist
from the standpoint of rural credit as well as agricultural
marketing and production. One of the conclusions
reached by the Government of India, after consideration
of the proceedings of the Conference, was that all possible
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steps should be taken to ascertain how far agricultural
productivn in India was being scientifically co-ordinated
and whether any action was desirable or feasible to make
such co-ordination morg efficient and more effective. My
Government accordingly convened, with the ready co-
operation of Local Governments, which I take this
opportunity to acknowledge, a Conference of Provineial
Divectors of Agrienlture, Land Revenue officers and non-
official representatives from the various Provinces last
June.  This Conference reviewed exhaustively the position
of all the principal crops in Indig.

After a full consideration of all the relevant factors
the Conference came fo the satisfiuctory conclusion that
crop planning in India had not proceeded on unscientifie
and haphazard lines, but had been well planned and had,
on the whole, achieved its aim of helping the ryoy'%co use
his land to the best purpose. But in the prevailiig welter
of cconomie uncertainty the Conference, it I may say so,
wisely held that machinery should be provided for the
systematie and continuous study of problems relating to
the cultivation of India’s more important erops such as
wheat and rice. To this end it recommended the estah-
lishment of appropriate ad hoc Committees, Hon ' ble
Members will doubtless be glad to know. that this recom-
mendation hag been accepted by my Government. It is
hoped that, by this means, periodieal stock-taking of the
position of our principal crops and of their prospects in
the world’s markets will be greatly facilitated. The value
of continuouns study and periodical review in thig respect
eannot be over-estimated. Adjustment of the agricultural
activity of a country to changing conditions of demand
is necessary for the prosperity of the agrienlturist.
Difficulties of such adjustment in a country of the size of
India are evident, Adaptation to changing needs of the
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market will be impossible of accomplishment without the
acquisition, and maintenance up-to-date, of all relevant
information.

Another problem of even greater practical importance
to the agriculturist is the marketing of his produce to the
best advantage, This subject was also discussed in the
Provineial Beonomie Conference, where there was general
agreement that an intensive programme to develop market-
ine facilities for agricultural products offered the best
immediate prospect of substantial results. The matter has
been under close examination since the Economic Coufer-
ence concluded. With the help of the Marketing Expert
who recently joined the staff of the Imperial Counecil of
Agrienltural Research, a programme of work has beeu
drawn up which, it is hoped, will very shortly be initiated.
Experience gained elsewhere shows that the range of
marketing activities must be wide.. It must, for example,
include the organisation of an efficient intelligence service
in external markets regarding Indian produets and the
requirements of consumers  both, abroad and in thiy
country. An efficient marketing organisation must also
ensure the grading, sorting and bulking of the main staple
products and the establishment and development of
regulated markets. In India the first task is the under-
taking of market surveys for the purpose of ascertaining
the data on which future developments can be planned,
The initial step, therefore, will be to obtain and set out
in detail the present system of marketing the more
important commodities, such as wheat and rice, oilseeds,
plantation and special crops, e.q., tobacco and fruit, as
also dairy prodnets, in which terin T inelude livestock.

This survey will be earried out not only in each of
the Provinces separately, but will also deal with inter-
Provincial, inter-State and foreign trade so as to provide



Speeches by the Earl of Willingdon. 23

His Eacellency the Viceroy's Address to the Combined
Legislatures.

an all-India pieture of existing conditions and a common
basis for future progress. The report on each survey will
set out, in precise technical detail, definite suggestions
regarding marketing organisation with a view to improv-
ing existing conditions in the interests of producers. The
work connected with the execution of these surveys will
He sharad between the Central and Provincial marketing
staffs, Tut it is the intention of my Government that, at
least in the initial stages, the cost should be met from
Central Revenues, so that-the urgent task of ascertaining
the data and formulating a eo-ordinated plan of marketing
organisation should * not he delayed by reason of the
inability of one or more Provinces to meet the cost of
such investigations. The question as to how the cost ¢
the various organisations and activities resulting from
these surveys should be met will be one for future con-
sideration on the basis of the benefits expected from the
plans that may be adopted.

I should like also at this stage to make a bricf
reference to the finanelal position of our Railways.
This, a3 yon are aware, has not been all that could have
been desired during the past two or three years, though
in comnarison with most other countries throughout the
world we may be said to have escaped lightly. The
situation this financial year shows much better prospects.
Our earnings are better by over Rs. 1} crores than they
were for the same period of last year. In the nature of
things we may expect set-backs, but I am optimistic
enough to think that these, if any, will be temporary, and
that the increased prosperity of our Railways is at least
an indication of a general revival of trade and commerce
throughout the country.

As you are no doubt aware, I had the privilege of
performing the formal opening ceremony on the 19th
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December last of the Vizagapatam Harbour. The
development of the harbour has been proceeding steadily
and with the improved facilities which it is the constant
aim of the Administration to provide, it will, it is hoped,
be possible in the not very distant future to open the
harbour to vessels of much larger dimensions than can be
accommodated at present. There has already been a
substantial increase both in the number of steamers calling
and in the quantity of cargo handled at the port and as
improved facilities becone available it will, it is confidently
hoped, attract an ever-growing volume of traffic in the
future. Vizagapatam Harbour supplies a long-felt need
for a safe archorage for ocean-going traffic on the Hast
Coast of India between Calcutta and Madras and should
assist greatly in the development of a hinterland, rich in
natural resources, by providing for its produce a con-
venient outlet to the markets of the world.

On the two last oecasions on which T have addressed
you I have expressed the belief that the march of events
would gradually carry the leaders of the civil disobedience
movement further and further away from the sterile
methods of mnegation and obstruction. A year ago I
claimed that the events of the last few months had fully
borne out that belief ; civil disobedience at that time
maintained a precarious existence and there were signs
that the popular judgment had aiready condemned it.
During the whole of the last 12 months that feeling has
grown and spread and finally in April last the author of
this subversive movement, which was started in 1930 and
renewed at the beginning of 1932, advised all Congress-
men to suspend ecivil resistance for Swaraj as distinet
from specific grievances. A little later this advice was
confirmed by the Working Committee of Congress which,
at the same time, adopted the constitutional policy, at one
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time regarded as wholly futile by many Congress leaders,
of entering the Legislatures. 1 was myself away from
India during the concluding stage of these events, but the
policy announced by the Government of India on June
6th, 1931 had my full approval. That policy has been
eriticised in some quarters as halt-hearted and ungenerous,
but, as * said in iy speeeh in this House in September
1932, we should be failing in our duty if we did not
ensure to the best of onr ability, not merely that eivil
disobedienee was brought to-an end, but that there should
be no chance of reviving it. Thus though the ban on
purely Congress organisations was removed, we could not
take the risk of allowing freedom to those more revolu-
ticnary crganisations which were distinet from Congress,
though working at one time more or less in close assoeia-
tion with its objects. Still less could we give up the
special powers which had been found necessary for dealing
with the movement and which had been given to Loeal
Governnents by the Acts of this Legislature or of the
Provineial Liegislatures. The curtain has thus fallen, I
Dope finally, on the civil disobedience movement and one
of the objeets of the policy which I indicated in September
1982 ha~x  been achieved. That happy result I do not
attribute so wuch to the action taken by Government as
to the sturdy good sense of the mass of the people of India
whaose representatives vou are and whose opiuions you
refleet.  They recognise that true progress cannot he
secured by carrying on an unmeaning and futile struggle
with constitutional authority or by revolutionary methods.
There i« now T think throughout the country a genera)
recognition of the truth that the right road to progress is
not threagh coercion or mass action ; and it is because of
this that [ have the eonfident hope that civil disobedienee
will not or cannot be revived. The problems before us
social, economic and political, are many, but a solution ean
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be found to these difficult problems if all classes of political
thought in the country devote themselves to the task in a
spirit of friendly co-operation,

Once again I can chronicle a further improvement
in the terrorist situation in Bengal, but incidents sueh
as the dastardly attack on His Excellency Sir John
Anderson show that the terrorist organisation, though on
the whole greatly weakened, is still strong in some places,
and that we are not free from the danger of isolated
outrages whether they take the form of attacks on Govern-
ment officers or of equally eowardly attacks on persons
wholly unconnected with Governmnent with the objeet of
obtaining funds to keep the movement alive. But that
attack on Sir John Anderson, providentially wholly uu-
suceessful, undoubtedly had the effect of rousing public
opinion against terrorism as perhaps nothing else could
have done and called forth from all sides condemnation
of the cult of assassination. Im fact the most satisfactory
feature of the last few months has been that there are
distinet signs that a definite stand against terrorism wonld
be welecomed in many quarters where in the past it might
have been regarded as anti-national. The Provineial
Councils of Bengal and of Assam have passed by large
majorities the legislation which the Local Governments
considered mecessary for dealing with this evil and you,
gentlemen of the Central Legislature, have also accepted
the legislation which we had to put before you to supple-
ment the local Aets. But outside the Legislature also
public opinion is strengthening, and I trust that the
appeal recently issned by leaders of all shades of opinion
in Bengal and the Conference which they are summoning
will result in practical steps being taken to create a
healthier atmosphere in Bengal and to prevent the youth
of the Province from being contaminated with these
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dangerous ideas. In this they will, I know, receive all
possible support from His Excellency Sir John Anderson
and his (tovernment, who recognise that legislation and
police action will not by themselves eradicate this hideous
evil ; publie opinion alone can do that, and I am glad to
see that so many of those in a position to guide thag
qpinion in Bengal have now realised their responsibilities
and have come forward openly with construetive sug-
gestions for the protection of the youth of their Province
from the msidious approaches of the terrorists by provid-

ing them with wider opportunities. of useful service for
their courtry.

Next vear we shall be celebrating the 25th Anni-
versary of the accession to the throne of His Majesty the
King-Emperor, and I have received and accepted an
invitation from His Majesty’s Government to send certain
official representatives from India to join in the celebra-
tions in London.

My Government are now in communication with Liocal
Governments and Rulers of Indian States as to the hest
and most fitting manner in which this auspicious occasion
should be recognised in India. The King-Emperor has
been pleased to intimate that it is His Majesty’s desire
that celebrations should be on a local basis and that His
Majesty’s subjects should, wherever practicable, have the
opportunity of observing the oceasion near their homes.
Tt is His Majesty’s express wish also that celebrations
should be as simple as possible and that all undue
expenditure should be avoided. T feel sure that, when
the time comes, the Princes and people of India will
loyally comply with His Majesty’s wishes and at the same
time join with their fellow-citizens throughout the length
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and breadth of the British Empire in celebrating the
Silver Jubilee of our beloved Sovereign’s reign.

I think you may expeet me to give you some aecount
of the impressions T have brought back here, as a result
of my two months’ visit to England, and of the geneval
atmosphere towards the Retorins Scheme which has been
under consideration for some years and is now reaching its
final stages.

Tt will, I am sure, be obvious to you all, knowing
Parliamentary procednre as you-do, that it would not be
possible for me this anorning to forecast information as
to what recommendations the Report of the Joint Select
Committee of Parliament is likely to contain. Nor again
can I set your minds at rest as fo the date of publication
of the Report; for no finul decision had been reached on
that point when I left.  As yvou know the Committee has
dispersed for the summer vecess, but wili re-assemble early
in Oectober in order to ecarry its work to completion befors
Parliament is proroguad,

During my short stay at home I had many oppor-
tunities of meeting and having discussions with all sorts
and conditions of people, with Membery of both Houses
of Parliament, with those interested in trade and commerce
and business in India, and with many others, both men
and women, who for one reason or another were keenly
interested in Indian affairs. The general impression 1
have brought back with me is that the feeling amongst my
countrymen in England is full of good-will and sympathy
for the natarz] aspirations of Indians in regard to politieal
advance. A deep sense of the responsibility was more-
over evident on all sides in the general anxicty to obtain
first-hand information from those of us who have had the
mnst recent experience of the affairs and conditions in
this country, I should like to add that T come back with
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feelings of the keenest appreeiation, which I am sure will
be shared by every Member of both our Legislative
Chambers and by the public outside, of the untiring
labours which the Members of the Joint Select Committee
have freely and readily given during the past 15 months
to secure a proper solution of the great problem of Indian
Reform.

One assurance 1 can confidently give you. When the
New Constitution Bill is passed into Law, you may rely
nn my efforts to ensure that no time will be lost in eurrying
into effect as expeditiously as possible the intentions of
Parliament as expressed in the Act,

1 have spoken of the responsibility of my countrymen
at this present juncture, but we who live and work here
and who have position and influence in the publie life of
thig coantry have a great respomsibility too. During the
coming monthy it will be our duty to guide public opinion
in the highest interests of all classes of our people. et
us put aside all racial feelings if such still exist, let us
believe in each other’s sineerity of purpose to continue
working towards the fulfilment of our cherished hopes for
the weifare and advancement of this country.

I would ask yon to look around the world at the
present time and amid all the troubles, anxieties and
possibl: dangers that we see in many countries and in
diverse lands, we can proudly feel that within the
territories of the British Empire econditions are both sound
and steble, and that we are slowly and steadily recovering
from the world depression which has so serionsly affected
us all.

For the greater part of my public life I have served
the British Empire in its outward parts, and far the
greatest number of years of that life have been spent in
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this country which I have always looked upon as my
second Empire home. During that life I have become
more and more convineed that it 1s by the example of the
triendship and close co-operation within our Empire that
we shall more and more exercise an influence in securing
peace and good-will in what is now a very distracted and
unsettled world.

With this in my mind let my last word to Hon’ble
Members at the close of this Parliament he a heartfeit
prayer that, as our two races by fate or destiny were
brought together long years ago to work together for the
development and prosperity of india, so in the future, and
partieularly in  the eritical days that lie before us,
Providence may continue to guide us still to secure the
fulfilment of those political hopes and aspirations for
which many of us have striven for long years.

BANQUET AT MANDI.

His Highness the- Raja of Mandi gave a Banquet in
honour of Their Excellencies” visit to his State. In reply to
the toast of his health His Fxeellency the Vieeroy said :—

Your Highness, Ladies und Gentlemen,—The strain
and stress of administrative life makes it increasingly
difficult to pay muech hoped for visits to, and to renew
valued friendships made in years past with, many
Princes in all parts of India. It is therefore with
partiecular pleasure that T find myself enjoying Your
Highness’ generous hospitality, finding rest and refresh-
ment amid your picturesque scenery and surroundings,
and receiving from Your Highiness the cordial welcome
which you and your subjects have extended to me today.
Her Exccllency’s abounding energy and vitality refused
to be content with the more prosaic method of travel by
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rail and car and her account of her rapid journey through
the glorious scenery of Kulu and the Jalori Pass has
made 1z almost wish that 1 too had dared to eut myself
off from civilisation and the telegraph for a few days
and had accompanied her on a delightful ride. We have
had a glimpse this afternoon of some of the antiquities
of Mandi and we look forward with keen enjoyment of
our visit tomorrow to Rawalsar where, I am told, we
shall find a sacred home of religious life in surroundings
of great beauty and interest.

Your Highness' - State  has come into increased
prominence in recent years with the inception and
suecessful completion of the vast Ilydro-Eleetrie scheme
wherchy the waters of the Uhl river have been harnessed
and led through a great tnnnel to bring light and power
to the Punjab, and 1 well remember the great oceasion
when I had the privilege lagt year in Lahore to start this
huge projeet by pressing a button which set all the
machinery in motion, You, Sir, were present to witness
the opening ceremony and I think must have felt a
justifiable pride in the knowledge that it was your State
of Mandi which was providing for the Punjab this great
benefit which I hope may prove to be of inestimable value
to the people of yvour State and that Provinee. On our
return journey to Delhi T look forward with the keenest
interests to seeing for myself at Jogindernagar some-
thing of the project with which I have had, up till now.
no more than a ‘‘ Presgsing the Button '’ acquaintance.

Your Highness has been all too generous in giving
me credit for the improvement in politieal conditions
which s evident in India since T assumed charge of my
high office. I rejoice with Your Highness that the
clouds which then lowered so dark on the horizon have
largely disappeared, and I trust and pray that peace
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and contentment may move and more take the place of
discontent and unrest and that with improving economie
conditions, India may in quiet and constitutional deter-
mination march forward to her legitimate goal. In the
Federal plan, to which Your Highness has so sympathe-
tically alluded in terms of approbation for which I thanlk
vou, I believe with Your Highness that the ideal solutior
has been found for meeting the needs and aspirations of
an united India—DBritish and Indian—in which the
Indian States must have an important part to play, a
weighty contribution to make -.and T weleome Your
Iighness’ considered utterance in .its favour.

Your Highness has made a kindly reference to Her
Excellency, and I can entirely endorse all you say of
her. She has the interests of India deeply at heart and
has given ungrudgingly to the hetterment of its people,
and partienlarly of its women and children. [t will
always be a happy memory to her and to me that our
name will live for ever in these ancient hills and among
the simple hill-folk in the building of which she has laid
the foundation stone today.

I listened with great interest to Your Highness’
summary of what you have been able to do for the
advancement of your people since vou have had your
ruling powers, and 1 congratulate yon warmly upon the
successful results of the eduecational, medical, social and
municipal reforms which you have inaugurated—all
these are of gpecial importance in these secluded hills
with a primitive population still largely outside the
march of time, and T know from my political officers the
keen personal interest you yourself take in yvour adminis-
tration, and the amount of credit attributable to your-
self for the progress for which you provide the motive-
power and inspiration. 1 muech appreciate the reference
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you have made to Sir James FitzPatrick who has for
the last seven years been the guide, philosopher and
friend of the Princes of the Punjab, and whose approach-
ing departure must be a source of regret to Your High-
ness as it i8 to me by the fact that on his retirement I am
losing a most able and efficient officer,

Arnd now ladies and gentlemen I ask you to rise with
me and drink long life, happiness and prosperity to our
hosts Their Highnesses the Rajaand Rani of Mandi.

PRESENTATION OF COLOURS TO THE INDIAN
MILITARY ACADEMY AT DEHRA DUN.

His Excellency the Vieeroy ut the time of presenting 18th Novem-
eolours to the Indian Military Academy at Dehra Dun on the ber 1034.
18th November 1934 made the following speeeh :—

Gentlemen—His Majesty the King-Emperor has
been graciously pleased to present to the Indian Military
Academy two Colours and in addition a Banner to be
competed for and held by the Champion Company,

[ am privileged—as Viceroy—on His Majesty’s
behalf, and by his command, to give them into your
keeping, and into the keeping of your successors at the
Academy, for ever ; to be held by you in great honour,
and treasured as a signal mark of his Royal favour, and
of his deep interest in everything which concerns his
Army in India.

This Academy was instituted in response to the
widely expressed desire that, as a beginning had been
made with the creation of a purely Indian Army, so
India shculd possess, as all other countries do, her own
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military college, in which her future officers will be
trained.

My Government desired to ensure that this Academy
should be in no way inferior to similar institutions in the
British Isles and other countries, and I am very glad to
have this opportunity of congratulating the military
authorities on the fact that, in spite of the finaneial
difficulties of recent years, they have ecarried out their
part of this policy efficiently and well, and that we have
an Academy which as far as its buildings and equipment
are concerned will bear ecomparison with similar institu-
tions in other countries. Under the skilled and sympa-
thetic direction of Brigadier Collins, the Commandant,
I am glad to learn that you cadets have made a good
start ; it now rests with you all, through the training and
education you receive here, to show in future years that
vou are well fitted to be entrusted with the great respon-

sibility of commanding your countrymen in the Defence
Services.

¥ Most sincerely J wish you all suecess in your future
eareers, and trust that you may prove worthy of the
great military traditions and history of your motherland,
and will never do anything which might bring diseredit
on the Military Academy of India.

The Colours I now give into your keeping are not
only a mark of Royal favour ; they are a symbol of com-
mon sacrifice and common endeavour to he willingly
aceepted by thoge who undertake to defend their King
and Country in the hour of their need.

1 charge you, and those who follow you here, to
remember this, and so conduet yourselves in all your
army serviee.
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His Excellency the Vieeroy made the following speech at
the opening of a Police Conterence in the Viceroy’s House,
New Delhi. on the 26th November 1934 :—

Gentlomen,—I am very glad indeed to have this
opportunity of meeting Inspectors-General of Police and
Officers of the Indian Police before you start the work
of yonr Conference and of weleoming you to Delhi, I
was unfortunately not here when the last Conference of
Inspectors-General took place nearly two years ago, and
though 1 have both before and. .after that Conference
frequently met  individual - police - officors, both when
visiting Provinces and wlen at my headquarters, this is
the first oceasion for some time on ywhich I have met guch
a representative body. I, thercfore, take this oppor-
tunity of thanking you, Gentlemen, and through you all
the officers and men of the Police Force for all that you
have done for India during recent years. Since I came
back to India as Vieeroy in April 1931 we have gone
through very difficult and stormy times. You and your
men have had to bear the brunt of the attacks made upon
Government, and many of youn have no doubt at times
felt apprchensive that the discipline and efficiency of ihe
TPoree might be undermined by the constant attempts
that were made to sap their loyalty, by the severe strain
to which they were continuously subjected in dealing with
subversive movements and communal disturbances and
by the unjustifiable attacks that were made upon them
for earrying ount their bounden duty of maintaining law
and order. 1t is with feelings of great pride that 1, as
head of the Government of India, ean today warmly coxn-
gratulate the Police Foree on having passed throngh this
time of trial magnificently ; we owe u very deep debt of
gratitude to the Police of all ranks, from the highest to
the lowest, for as a result largely of their services we have
weathered the storm of civil disobedience, and I can

26th Novem-
ber 1934.
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assert with confidence that after these years of stress and
toil the discipline and efficiency of the Police stand at an
even higher level than they did when that storm broke
on us four years ago.

I should also like to take this opportunity of paying
a very special tribute to the Bengal and Caleutta Police,
and I feel that in doing so I shall have the full support of
those of you who come from other Provinces, for though
all of you have had to deal with difficult problems and
dangerous situations, in no Provinee has the Police Force
been called upon to carry en.such a prolonged struggle
with so desperate and determined an enemy as in Bengal.
It would be out of place for me on this oceasion to
attempt a review of the terrorist situation in Bengal.
You, gentlemen, know as much or more about it than I
do. All I will say is that' T and my Government fully
recognise that the marked improvement that has taken
place in recent months is due to the unflinching loyalty
and devotion to duty of the Bengal Police, to the steady
pressure which they have kept up against terrorist
organisations and to the efficient manner in which they have
carried into practical effect the consistent policy of His
Excellency Sir John Anderson and his Government.
While it is true that during my annual visit to Caleutta
I have had opportunities of meeting different bodies of
the Police there, T would ask the Inspector-General of
the Bengal Police and the Commissioner of the Calcutta
Police to convey to their officers and men my very sincere
appreciation of their invaluable services. »

But I must not dilate further on the services of the
Police in recent years, for today we must consider the
future rather than the past. In previous years the main
work of this Conference has bLeen to consider technical
problems of Police work, and these biennial meetings have
given you an opportunity of pooling your experience and
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by interchange of ideas in formal and informal discus-
sions of developing measures  for the improvement of
Police work in your Provinces. 'This year also you wili
deal with some of these problems, and | have no doubt
that your discussions will prove profitable. But my main
objeet in calling this Conference at this time js to give
you an opportunity to study among yourselves and with
the officers of my lome Department some of the problems
with wlich we shall be faced when the new Constitution
is brought into effeet in the P'rovinces whieh, [ hope, will
be at no very distant date. Some.of these problems were
considered at your last Confereuse ; most of them have
been diseussed at length during the last two years by my
Govermnent and by the Sceretary of Ntate with Pro-
vincial Governments. But we have now reached what T
hope is the last stage of these long and protracted discus-
sions and you now have available the Report of the Joint
Select Committee of Parliament. 1 apologise that this
-Conference is taking place so soon after the publication
of the Report, and that so short a time has been given
you to digest the contents of this important doeument.

I feel sure however that even a preliminary reading
of the Report will have satisfied you that the Joint Seleet
Committee have considered with the greatest attention
every aspect of the problem of the olice under the new
Constitution, that they were fully alive to the difficulties
of that problem and to the risks involved in the transfer
of law or order, that they have examined with metienlous
care the proposals of 1lis Majesty’'s Govermment contained
in the White Paper and have paid full attention to the
views which yon and other officers of the Indian Police
have from time to time put forward for their considera-
tion. 'To make only one quotation from the Report, they
have recognised ¢ that it would indeed be disastrous if in
any Province the Police Foree, to whose constanev and
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diseipline in most difficult circumstances India owes #
debt not easily to Le repaid, were to be sacrificed to the
exigencies of a party or to appease the political suppor-
ters of a Minister . They have framed their proposals
with the purpose of avoiding this risk, and have made
special recommendations with the objeet of mainlaining
the Inspector-General as the effeetive head of each
Provincial Police Force in all that relates to internal
organisation and diseipline. lu this and other vital
respects they have strengthened the safeguards for ihe
transfer of law and ovder and you will have found that
they have dealt at length with the ‘problem of terrorism
and such important practical questions as the protection
of Police Agents and the co-ordination of Intelligence
between the Centre and the Provinees. 1 am able, with
the authority of the Secretary of State, to give you an
assurance that His Majesty’s (lovernment cordially accept
all the recommendations which the Committee have made
in regard to these vital points which 1 have mentioned
aud are determined to secure all provision necessary to
implement them in the new Constitution,

I need not go into further detail. That task I will
leave to my Home Member, Sir Henry Craik, and it will
be for you now, with his help, to study the recommenda-
tions for yourselves. T hope that this examination will
enable you before you leave to form a complete and clear
idea of all their implications. 1 do not ask you to record
vour opinion on these proposals, still less do T ask you to
record your approval of them. But I trust that, having
formed a clear idea yourselves, you will on your return
to your Provinees be in a position to explain the Report
in its bearing on the Police to your officers and men sn
that there may bhe no anxiety among them based on any
possible misunderstanding. If you are satisfled, as I
hope you will be, that the recommendations of the Com-
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mittee have strengthened the position of the Police, and
that all that is possible has been done to protect the Force
from political interference, [ trust you will give currency
to your views and thereby establish among your officers
and men a feeling of confidence.

There is however another more definite task before
you. I have referred already to the recommendations
made by the Committee with the object of maintaining
the Inspector-General as the effective head of each Pro-
vincial Police. In considering this aspect of the problem,
the Committee have been much impressed by the import-
ance of the bedy of regulations known as Police Rules
whieh govern largely the administration of the Foree.
To quote from their  Report—¢ The subject-matter of
some of the Rules is so vital to the well-being of the Police
Force that they ought not, in our opinion, to be amended
without the Governor’s consent ; and the same considera-
tion applies « furtiori to the Aects themselves which form
the statutory basis of the Rules. Our aim should be to
ensure that the Internal organisation and discipline of
the Poli+e eontinne {o be - regulated by the Inspeetor-
General and to protect hoth him and the Ministers them-
selves from political pressure in the vital field .

For some time past you and your T,ocal Governments
have been examining the existing Rules to see how far
those now in foree secure the object of the Committee
and whether they mneed amendment to make the Police
as far as practicable a self.contained Iorce. Much of
the work connected with the revision of the Rules has
already heen done, hut a discussion round a table will
enable you to interchauge ideas, to profit by the expeui-
ences of other Provinees and to see whether the revision
which you have already made is sufficient. The matter
is urgent. for it is desirable that any change of system or
further amendment of the Rules that may be necessary
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should be brought into effect before the new Constitution.
I hope that, before the Conference is ended, you will have
arrived at a final opinion ag to the form the Rules should
take in your Provinces and will be in a position to put
any further suggestions which you may consider neces-
sary before your Tiocal Governments.

That, gentlemen, in brief is the work that T am
asking you to do. T recognise as fully as you do that
the mere creation of a suitable system on paper, how-
ever strongly it may be safeguarded, will not in itself
lead to the maintenance of the present high standard of
efficiency and diseipline in the Indian Police, As was
pertinently stated in the Memorandum presented to the
Joint Select Committee hy the Indian Police Association,
““Our first line of defence against the undermining of
Police diseipline must be the good gense of the new Gov-
ernment and our own ability to inflnence them by con-
stitntional means . That view [ fully endorse and I
have the fullest confidence that in the diffieult period of
transition that lies ahead of us, you and your successors
in the key post of Inspector-General of Police will do all
in your power to ensure the smooth working of the Con-
stitution without in any way sacrificing the efficiency or
contentment of the Police, which is 5o vital to the success
of this great experiment.

Gentlemen, I thank you for attending this Confer-
ence and trust you will both enjoy, and profit by, your
visit to Delhi.

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE ASSOCIATED CHAMBERS OF
COMMERCE, CATL.CUTTA.

In opening the Antual Meeting of the Associated Cham-
bers of Commerce, Caleutta, on the 17th December 1934, His
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Excelleney the Viceroy made the following speech i

KMr. President, Your Excellency and Gentlemen,~—I
thank you most cordially tor the warmth of the welecome
you have extended to me this morning. -May I say that
for my part [ am delighted to have this opportunity of
meeting once again the members of the Associated Cham-
bers, {or I think I can claim that, realising as 1 do the
cfose connection belween the contentment of a country
and the prosperity of her trade and commerce, I
have spared no pains dQuring the years that I have leld
my high office to interest myself in every possible way in
all matters connectéd witih commerce and finance, I
therefore logk forward each year, during my visit to
Calcutta, to gaining first-hand information from you,
gentlemen, on the many aspects of the commerecial situa-
tion, and T hope that, as a result, you will credit me with
pressing forward to the best of my ability the examina-
tion of any measures which [ have considered to e for
the benefit of the general commercial welfare. At all
events vou may be sure that these matters are constantly
in my mind, for I know fully that the well-being of a
large proportion of the population of this great country
is dependent, to no small extent, upon the prosperity of
her trade.

Tiast year T gave you a eomprehensive account of
the outlook, as T saw it then, with regard to such matters
as affect the business community in India. "This year I
propose to he more brief because my many preoceupations
of the past few weeks, with regard fo whieh I shall have
more to say upon another oceasion during my stay in
Calcutta, have occupied my mind so fully that I have had
but little time in which to prepare my speech today. And
therefore, while I propose to say little this morning with
reference to the Joint Select Committee’s Report, after
listening to your remarks, T can’t refrain from expressing
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the profound hope that your anticipation as to ihe general
verdict that may be given to its proposals by your im-
portant Association will prove entirely correct.

The year which has just passed has been less remark-
able than its predecessor in regard to India’s trade rela-
tions with other countries. Though the Indo-Japanese
Trade Convention and Protocol were not formally signed
until May, they have been in actual operation since agree-
ment on essentials was reached by the two Delegations in
the month of January. It may yet be too early to offer a
final opinion, but my (Govermment believe that the Agree-
ment has achieved its objeets, namely, the restoration of
more normal conditions in the mutual trade of India and
Japan and the re-establishment of friendly relations
between the two countries. It will be of interest to this
Association to know that the (Government of Italy have
expressed a desire to send a Trade Delegation to India
with a view to discussing with my Government the proh-
lems of Indo-Ttalian trade. A matter which has been
causing some conecern is the German foreign exchange
position. The situation is still ebscure and it is not yet
apparent to what extent India’s export trade is likely to
be affected by the new German regnlations which recently
came into forece., I can, however, give the fullest assur-
ance that the situation is receiving our closest attention,

In pursuance of the policy of international co-opera-
tion, my Government have ratified the International Con-
vention for the Safety of Life at Sea and the International
Convention respecting Lioad Lines, which were coneluded
in 1929 and 1930 respectively, The Conventions ‘will
come into force in British India on the 1st January 1933,
On the same date the Simla Rules, which modify certain
provisions of the SBafety of Life at Sea Convention in so
far as they apply to ships carrving large numbers of un-
berthed passengers or pilgrims, will also come into force.
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The Safety of Life at Sea Convention prescribes uni-
form standards for adoption by all contracting Govern-
ments as regards the construction, life-saving appliances,
radio equipment and other matters affecting the Safety
of Life at Sea, while the Load Line Convention similarly
preseribes uniform prineiples and rules with regard to
the limits to which ships on international voyages may be
taaded. The standards laid down in these Conventions
constitnte a marked advance on those obtaining at
Present, \/"

It is now over 18 months since the Tea Restriction
Scheme was put into operation, and it is needless for me
to point to the material benefits which have accrued to the
Indian Tea Industry from the scheme. T would however
like to take this opportunity of congratulating those
responsible on the success with which the seheme has been
administered in India. It is most gratifying to note that
the necessity for interference with the operations of the
Licensing Committee has been - almost non-existent. It
was to » great extent the example of the Tea Restrietion
Scheme which influenced my Government to lend its sup-
port to the International Agreement for the control of the
production and export of rubber, and though the eireum-
stances of the two industries are not identical, it is our
earnest hope that the iatter scheme of international co-
aperation ‘will be as suceessful as its forernnner and result
in a much-needed measure of prosperity to the rubber in-
dustry in India and Burma.

Y In my last address to vour Association I referred 1o
the sucesss achieved by the Indian Mercantile Marine
Training Ship ¢“ Dufferin '’ in turning out young officers
for the Indian Mereantile Marine. Eneouraged by this
success we have decided to extend the secope of the train.
ing given on board, which has hitherto been directed to-
wards the production of Mercantile Marine officers on the
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executive side only, and from the beginning of next year
the ¢ Dufferin ”’ will have among her cadets a number of
Engineer cadets who, after three years’ preliminary train-
ing on the ship, followed by practical training at work-
shops in India, will in due course be qualified to take up
appointments as Engineer Officers in the Indian Merean-
tile Marine. We have received assurances from engineer-
ing firms and shipping companies in India regarding the
workshop training and subsequent employment of the
Engineer cadets trained on the ‘“ Dufferin ”’, and I take
this opportunity to express my thanks to them for their
co-operation in this regard.

Striking evidence of the value that business and other
interests in India attach to the trunk telephone system is
furnished by the fact that, in spite of the economic de-
pression of recent years, there has heen a very substantial
inerease in the traffic dealt with by that system. My
Government propose steadily to pursue their policy of
development of a trunk net-work hetween all important
centres in this country,

In the field of Civil Aviation you are aware that we
have recently undertaken a notable programme for the
development of ground organisation. The Staff of the
Civil Aviation Department is devoting all its energies to-
wards seeuring the rapid completion of the more urgent
part of the scheme, and we can look forward counfidently
to an early and marked improvement in the facilities
afforded along Tndia’s main air routes.

The most important developments sinec T last ad-
dressed you have been the inauguration by Indian National
Airways early this month of an air mail service between
Karachi and DLahore and the duplication of Indian
National Airways service between Caleutta and Rangoon.
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Although the saving in time whieh the first of these ser-
vices provides is not inconsiderable, the expevience it is
hoped to gain during the initial stages of operation and
the development of night landing facilities along the route
should produce further acceleration.

The seeond development T have mentioned provides,
in conjunction with the Indian Trans-Continental Air-
ways’ existing service, three services weekly between
Calcutti and Rangoon—a frequency equal to that of the
existing surface transport services, The saving of two
days in transit between Caleuita and Rangoon should
prove of great value to the trade of the two cities.

As yon are doubtless aware from statements which
have recently appeared in the press, a still more striking
development is in immediate prospect, namely, the dupli-
cation of the air mail service between Croydon and Cal-
cutta.

Simultaneously with these developments, a step in the
cheapering of the air mail has been taken in the redue-
{jon in air mail charge by the Indian Posts and Telegraphs
Departinent on letters from India, and by the British
Post Office on letters to India. T hope that these redue-
tions will be only a prelude to further reductions, which
will enable the public, and more especially that part of it
whieh vou represent, to avail itself more freely of the
advantages of the rapid interchange of business communi-
cations, to which the commercial community rightly
attaches such great mmportance,

I referred Jast vear to the important Road-Rail Con-
fercnee held in April 1933, and the subsequent discussions
hetween the Government of India and Local Governments.
A further step forward will be taken next month when a
Transport Advisory Council will meet for the first time.
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This will consist of the Members of my Government con-
cerned, sitting with provincial Ministers and their ad-
visers, Its discussion will cover a wide rangs, and will,
I hope, crystallise policy in some matters and indicate
others which can be further investizated with advantage.
It is hoped that the Counecil will have yearly meetings and
that it will provide close and regular eontact between the
Centre and the Provinecs, for it must not be supposed
that the problems with which it will be faced are capable
of easy solution. I am glad to have this opportunity of
expressing my pleasure at the readiness which all Local
Governments have shown in co-operating with us in the
gsearch for a progressive policy of road and rail develop-
ment, which is so badly needed by a country in which
distances arve as great as they arve in India, and I trust
that even at its first meeting the Transport Advisory
Couneil will be able to put forward schemes of develop-
ment which will be of immediate value and will also he a
sound basis for future advance.

Much has been said on the question of bringing all
matters coneerning commuunications into one portfolio,
both at the Centre and in the Provinees. Tn the Pro-
vinees the principal diffieulty has hitherto been the econ-
stitutional division of subjeets between the Reserved and
Transferred sides, but we are now assured that, when that
obstacle disappears, Local Governments will consider the
possibility of making sueh adjustment as is compatible
with a proper distribution of work. At the Centre we
have found certain practieal difficulties, which are now
engaging our attention,

At the last hudget session a Resolution was adopted
by both Chambers of the Tndian Tiegislature extending,
without limit of time, the duration of the Central Road
Account, and at the same time expanding its scope to
include the development of rural and marketing facilities
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The portion of this acecount placed at the diseretionary
disposal of the Government of India was increased from
10 to 15 per cent. "This reserve has been and is being
utilised 1o make grants for many roads and bridges which
are impcrtant links in our chain of road communications
and which without assistance from the reserve would, in
all probability, not have been construeted for many years
to come. We have also been able to defray the cost of a
comprehensive survey of road development in Sind, and
a similar survey for certain of the Eastern States and
parts of Orissa has recently been undertaken.

This is hardly the time or place for me to enlarge on
the engineering problems involved in the economical con-
struetion and maintenance of roads in India. T will say
no more about themw than that experts all agree that few
eountiries in the world ave faced with such ditficulties as
those that arise in India from the combination of fast
motor traffic with heavy unsprung bullock ecarts with
their narrow iron tyres. The problems naturally vary in
different parts of India, but they have much in common,
and if the Indian Roads Congress, which was inangnrated
a few days before T left Delhi, takes permanent form, it
should be able to render material help in forwarding their
solution.

You will no doubt expect from me some reference to
the existing economie position and some attempt to pro-
ject mysclf into the future.

The first and most outstanding point is that the
credit of India stands higher than it has done for 20
yvears, For the first time since 1896 the Government of
India have issued a loan on a 3 per cent. basis and this
now stands at over par. It is true that this was a com-
paratively short-term issue, but the medium and long-dated
loans are all at prices which show a yield to redemption
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of something not very rmuch above 3 per cent. There are
of course a number of causes for this improvement of
eredit, mest of them exiremely satisfactory, ons of them
less 80, The main causes no doubt ave the improvement
in the politiecal condition of India and the sound financial
policy pursued by my Government during the last three
or four years. On the other hand, these factors by them.
selves could not have raised the prices of our securities to
their present level but for the low rates prevailing in
London, and these are due to the abundance of money
seeking a home in London, partly because of the com-
paratively small demand for trade accommodation in the
world at large, and partly because of unsettled politieal
and monetary conditions in so many quarters. That the
demands for money for financing international irade are
not so heavy as 'we should like to see them is not sur-
prising, for apart from the disturbed political conditions
in all parts of the world, restraints are everywhere being
placed upon trade in the shape of taritfs, quotas, prohi-
bitions and exchange restrietions.

But if the high level of Government loans is in part
a reflection of the limited demand for trade loans, it must
not be assumed that India is still in the trough of the
depression. It is quite true that recovery is not as rapid
as we might wish, but there are definite signs that it is in
process. The weekly figures of Railway earnings show
that Railway Traffic has been on a considerably higher
level during the current year than it was in the corres-
ponding period of last year. The figures of external
trade, both imports and exports, are a distinet improve-
ment on those of last year. The general level of industrial
production appears to be higher than it was in 1933,
For the nine months up to September 1934 the indigen-
ous production of mill-made cotton piecegoods showed an
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inereass of 156 million yards over that of the correspoud-
ing period of 1933, and uo doubt this increase would
have heen wueh greater but for the strike in  Bombay
during  April. and May. Iron and Steel manufactures
show a very considerable increase, and improvement is
noticealle also in cement, kerosene and petrol, and coal.

These are encouraging signs, and when we add to
these the facl ihat in o number of primary commodities
there his been a distinet recovery from the disastrously
low level of prices to which the cultivater had been sub-
jected, I think it can be said with confidence that India
has pasred the lowest point of the economic erisis and
that some sort of upward ulovement is in evidence.

.. The important thing for us is ““ how far will this
upward movement go 7'’ There are a number of people
who think that India can make herself independent eco-
nomically of the rest of the world. T do not take that
view. | believe that there are very definite limits to
India’s power of recovery independently of that of the
vest of the world,  We are;therefore, vitally interested in
the recovery of the rest of the world.

Por the world at large 1 doubt if recovery will go
very far until two changes have oeeurred : the first, the
restoration of some measure of political stability and con-
fidence ; the sccond, the removal of a large number of the
restraints which now exist upon the exchange of commo-
dities and services.

To take the second point first, it is clear to me that
the prosperity of India must, for many years to come,
depend upon her ability to inerease her sales abroad of the
vaw materials and foodstuffs which she so  abundantly
nroduces. Tt is true that this can, to some extent, be
done by promoting the efficiency of her agricnlture and
marketing (ineluding transport).
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But it depends mueh more upon the extent tv which
other nations of the world are willing and able to accipt
India’s products. And this in ity turn depends, to a
very considerable extent, on India’s willingness to accept
their goods in return.  The acceptance of imports from
other countries is not necessarily an evil, it may very well
mean an increasing capacity on the part of other countries
to buy India’s goods, and if so, the total volume of trade
in both directions is inecreased, and the standard of pros-
perity of the world at large is enhanced.

As regards my first point, namely, political disturb-
ance, [ feel that the experience of the last two years
should do much to prove that tranquillity and obedience
to the law of the land are an eeonomic asset of the first
magnitude. Surely it 1§ no exagperation to say that the
upward movement to whiek T have already referred is in
no small measure due to the stable political conditions
which this country has recently enjoyed. 1 confidently
hope that such stability will continue—it will be my con-
stant endeavour to sec that it does—and that a general
determination to work the Reforms, which are now in
process of being passed into law in England, will result
in a continued revival of trade with inereasing prosperity
for the eommtry, which will then be in a hetter position
to stand the financial strain which the first stage--the
introduction of Provincial Autonomy-—must impose.

There is one important development that the coming
year has in store, viz, the institution of the Reserve Bank
of India. The importance of this in the commereinl and
finaneial life of Tndia can scareely be over-estimated.
Indians of every community as well as Iinropeans should
work for its suceess, and jt is not altogether an idle dream
to hope that it may come to ocenpy the position in the
economic life of India that the Bank of England does in
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that of Great DBritain and the Empire and the world
generally.

It is a source of great satisfaction to me—as I am
sure it must be to all of you—to know that Sir Hdward
Benthall has agreed to serve as a Director of the Bank.

I have told you that on this occcasion I do not pro-
pose to touch on the general aspects of the scheme of
Constitutiona!l Reform, but T will make a hrief exception
as regards commercial and other forms of diserimination,
since this is a question closely affecting that heritage of
trade s:nd industry built up in India by your predecessors
and worthily and honourably maintained by yourselves.

Trade relations are essentially a matter of confidence,
trust snd goodwill. Of that no one is in a better posi.
tion. to judge than yourselves,  In wmy reading of the
Committee’s Report this broad truth is fully appreciated.
Tt is a prineciple which, T am snre, yon wonld yvonrselves
he the first to endorse,

The Committee have recognised that when we move
from one svstem of Government to another, when power
passes t0 new hands, doubis may arise of the uses to
which that power may be put, TFor that reason they have
come to the conelusion that in matters of your trade, your
indostrs and generally voor commereial activities, the
Constitution Aect cannot he silent. You wish to know
where you stand. So too do your friends in the Indian
business community wish to know their own pos'tion.
Therefore—and T guote the Committee’s own words—
they recommend certain provisions in the Constitniion :
¢ for the double purpose of faeilitating {the transition
from the old to the new conditions and of reassuring
sensitive opinion on hoth sides ’””. Tt is in no partisan



592 Speeches by the Barl of Willingdon.

dnnual Meeting of the Associated Chambers of Commerce,
Calewtta.

spirit that the Committee have approached this question.
They have been charged with a responsibility to ensure
fair terms to all interested parties, and 1 read the recom-
mendations in their report as actuated by that motive,
You have not claimed, and do not desire, a privileged
position. What you require is freedom #n pursue your
various entferprises in the normal conditions of commerce
and industry, without fear that you may he put out of
action by vestriclions dirvected against yourselves as a
community. The Joint Committee have been concernerl
to secure that you should suffer under no unfair handi-
eap, and that full play should be given to your ability
to contribnte to the advancement of this country by your
powers of organisation, by your technieal equipment and
your control of all that modern science can add to our
amenities. On the other hand, no ohstruction is placed in
the way of the development or expansion of Indian industry
in Indian hands in conditions in which they can, 1 hope,
have no grievance against you and you no grievance
against them. My own conception of the future is of a
vast field open for development in which the help you can
give to the Indian business community will not be not less
weleome than the help which you will derive from them.
On your joint contributions the conntry will rely for the
attainment of its commerecial and industrial advanee.

And now, gentlemen, T leave you to discuss the many
important items on your agenda. T have spoken today of
an upward movement in trade, towards which the eyes
not only of the Commereial Communities, but also of the
Government and the whole country are eagerly turned.
T trust that no ¢lond will arise to Jim that vision and that
all classes and communities of this great country will join
in promoting peaceful and constitutional progress during
the fateful monthg that lie ahead of ua.
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The European Assoeiation of Caleutta entortained His
Exeellenty the Vieeroy to a dinner on the 19th December 1934
and proposed his health. [n reply to the toast His Exeelleney
made the following speech —

It is havdly necessary to say that it is a very real
pleasure to my wife and myself to find ourselves enjoy-
ing once again the hospitality of the members otf the
Europesn Association, an organization which has been
in existence for many vears and whose principal duty
and purpose is to guard and secure the varied interests
and activities of many of my fellow-countrymen, who are
chiefly engaged in trade and bnsiness in all parts of India.
1 gratetully thank you for the warmth of your welecome
to-night and partieularly thank you, Sir, for the delightful
and most generous terms in which you have proposed the

health f my wife and myself for the acceptance of this:

distinguished eompany.

Now under ordinary cireumstances on an oceasion
of this kind T should not trouble you with any remarks
of a serious character, - but - the  atmosphere is so
vharged with polifies in these days and members of this
Assceiation are so keenly interested in the political
situation that I venture to ask vou to allow me to detain
you for a few minutes in order that I may /place bhefore
you my views on the Report of the Joint Committee on
the Indian Constitutional Reforms which has recontly
been published and which is the result of the ecarnest
deliberations of a very distinguished body of my eountiy-
men with wide experience of publie life, many of them
with practical knowledge of administration in Tndia.

But before doing so let me express my gratitude to

you, 8ir, for having so very frankly put before us:

to-night the general views of vour .Association on the

19th Decem.
ber 1934.
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Report, I was very glad to hear your statement that
to use your own words ‘‘ the scheme embodied in the
Report is satisfactory ; that the recommendations of the
Report form a rcasonable basis on which to frame the
Act which will give to India her new Constitution, a
Constitution which will achieve a notable step towards the
ultimate goal which is envisaged in the Preamble fo the
Act of 1919—responsible Government in British India as
an integral part of the British Empire 7’

This 1 assure you is a most heartening and encourag-
ing statement to the Government of India and to His
Majesty's Government at home, - You were equally frank
in telling us that you were still very eritical of the Report
on certain matters which you have referred to, and that
you proposed at the proper time to press your views
hefore Parliament, which of course you are perfectly
justified in doing.

T am sure you would agree that this is not the time
or place for me to follow you in a discussion on the
points you have raised, for it might lead to, I'm sure,
a very friendly, but at the same time a somewhat lengthy
exchange of views which might be found rather tedious
by this distinguished company. No, S8ir, my remarks
to-night will refer little to details, for T wish to express
my general views on the main proposals that the Report
contains and how 1 consider they will affect all classes and
conditions of people who live and work in this
enuntry.

We are approaching, T hope, the end of the pro-
longed diseussions on the future Government of Tndia
and although much work still remains to be done, His
Majesty’s Government are determined fo do all that is
in their power to ensure that there will be no undue
delay in passing into law the Bill which will shortly he
laid before the Honse of Commons, while T and my
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Government out here in India will push on with all the
measures  which  are  neeessary  preliminaries to  the
inauguration of the new constitution. A bill of this
magnitude and importance wmust necessarily he Subjecf
to most caveful and detailed consideration by 1’arliament,
and it is a matter of the greatest satisfaction that, as
the results of the recent debates in both Houses, a large
wajority of members accepted the adviee of these British
statesmen who after ;the closest consultation with repre-
sentatives of public opinion in this country have embodied
their conclusions in that historical document, the Report
of the Joint Parliamentary Committea.

Ay is inevitable in all political coniroversies, extreme
views have been’expressed. On the one hand we have
in India those who, paying little attention to history,
appear at times to be oblivious of the faet that it is ag a
result of co-operation between Britain and India that
India has arisen to the position which she now enjoys.
They have advocated a severance with the past and have
adopted the policy of ‘¢ complete independence . In
pursuit of that policy they have at times followed the
most, unzenstitutional methods, but the methods of boyeott,,
non-co-operation and eivil disobedience have now been
given up, I trust, finally, and 1 welcome the return to the
Central Legislature of the representatives of the Congress
Party who have been successtul at the recent eleetion,
for ecloser association with Government and with its
problems and diffieulties will. T hope, make them realise
that all of wns whatever our political views or whatever
our position arve'equally cager for the advaneement of this
great country to ifs promised goal,

At the other extreme thire are those who, while not
advoeating any repudiation of the ideal set out in 1919

of the progressive realisation of responsible Government
in British India as an integral part of the Empire, are
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apprehensive that progress is too rapid and that the
advancement which is now proposed will not result in the
good government of the ecountry nor conduee to the
strength and prosperity of the Empire. Those who hold
these views seem {o have their eyes too much foeussed
on -the past and to overlook the developments of the lust
quarter of a (:CHLIH'}'QH)(I the growth during that period
of a great spirit of nationalism in India. DBetween these
two extreme views it 1s my confident belief that a large
n’la_‘jority ol public opinion. both in this country and my
own, while for different reasons they may not agree with
these proposals in their enfirety, are ready to support
them in the belief ‘that they are a fair, just and well-
balanced effort to deal with the manifold difficulties and
intricate questions that constitutional reform in India
necessarily involves.

Many ol you have no doubt studied the Report with
care or at least the admirable introduction to the detailed
proposals which sums up the problem and gives congisely
the reasons underlying the recommendations. You will
have seen that the Committee have steered the middle
course. - They have recognised the danger both of rash-
ness and over caution, and in the constitution which they
have recommended have propounded a scheme of
cvolutionary constitutional development, a scheme designed
both te work sueccessfully in Tndia as it is to-day and to
contain in itself the seeds of further growth.| With this
objeet in view they have stressed the need for flexibility
so that opportunity may be afforded for a natural process
of evolution with a minimum of alteration of the eonstitu-
tional framework. It will, T think, be agreed that the
constitutional framework is sound.

From these proposals will be framed a measure
whieh for the first time contains complete autonomy in
the Provinces and a very large extension of the franchise,
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both male and female, to what we have had hitherto.
And n the Centre too the administration under. the
Governor General will become largely autonomous, which
to my mind is one of the most important proposals of
them all; for, speaking with some experience I have long
been convinced that the present system of having a non-
official majority with an irremovable executive is a
temptation to that majority to be apt to be irresponsible
in- their actions in the Legislative Assembly and is the
worst possible training in Parliamentary life. Yes, and
they contain for the first time the great purpose of pro-
ducing an all-India Federation, the possibility of which
was brought about by the!fine gesture made by the
representatives of the Prinees at the First Round Table
Couference, an ideal whieh many of us have had for some
years in our minds and which we now trust may come
to fruition. And here, Sir, 1 should like to say a very
few words with regard to the Princes, more particularly
w0 because efforts have been made on more than one
occasion recently to misrepresent my attitude and ko accuse
me and my DPolitical Officers of endeavoﬁring to
coeree, bribe and intimidate the Princes into joining the
Federation. 1 deny that flatly and absolutely, and
furthermore I am certain that every Prinece in India will
endorse what I say. My attitude has been—and will
continue to be—that 1 have advised those Prinees who have
sought my adviee to enter into this great Federal scheme
provided that their legitimate aspirations are met by
the provisions of the Bill, for I honestly and sincerely
belicve that their entry will be not only to their own
advantage but for the benefit of India as a whole. Adviee,
however, is not eoercion “or intimidation and whereas no
pressure has been brought in the past, so will no pressure
be brought in the future—either by myself or by the
officers f my Political Department—to eoerce or intimidate
the Prmees with regard to the important decision
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which they must shortly take. DBut 1 trust and hope thas
when the Bill is laid on the table of the Iouse of
Commons they will find that their position will be
adequately safeguarded and that they will therefore stand
by the promises and assurances given by their repre-
sentatives at the First Round Tabie Conference to be a
willing partner in an all-lndia Federation,

There is one point of detail, however, to which 1
feel 1 must rdfer tonight. You, members of the
European Association in Bengal, have maturally been
specially interested in the problem of law and order and
in the provisions thaf-have been-made for dealing with
the menace of terrorism which unfortunately still over-
hangs this Presidency. I trast you are satisfied with the
proposals put forward by the Committee after a full
consideration of the problem in all /its aspects and of the
opinions and suggestions which your representatives and
others have put forward. They have introduced further
safeguards and their. report has been criticised on this
ground. But T sincerely hope the necessity for using
these safeguards will not arise. There are already most
reassuring signs that publie opinion in Bengal is sctting
against the terrorist movement and [ trust that the first
Ministers in this Presideney will shoulder the respounsibility
which is put upon them and with the full sup-
port bf the services of the Crown will deal with this
problem as efficiently as it has been dealt with by the
present Government of Bengal. But should my optimism
be misplaced, should conditions be sueh as to render the
use of these safeguards inevitable, you may rest assured
that they will be brought into effect and that nothing
will be done which will cause conditions in Bengal (o
deteriorate. The provision of ¢ saferuards’ 'has evoked
more eriticism than any other part of the constitutional
proposals and even though the Cormirtee have given what
to my mind are most convineing arguments in support
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of these proposals, they are often misrepresented and
many critics tend:to overlook that important passage in
the report in which the Committee point out that ‘¢ these
safegnarcs are not only not inconsistent with some form
of responiible government ibut in the present circumstances
of India it is no patadox to say that they are
the necessary complement to any form of it, without
which it could have little or no hope of success *’. But
this loes not mean that they will be in constant use,
As @Governor Ceneral of Canada many powers were
entrusted to me which [ mever had oceasion to use, If
all goes well—and L am optimistic enough to hope that
it will— here will ‘be few oeecasions for using them in
this courtry. Dut still they are there in reserve, and
if the necd to bring them into effect should unfortunately
arise, theyv will be ready to hand and will be used not
merely to prevent any erisis resulting in chaos or anarchy
but to prevent any deterioration of the administrative
machine which would facilitate such a erisis. T have lived
and worked for many  yvears in  India and can
remetober well the circumstances surrounding the discus-
sions on the Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms Schewme which
took place nearly 17 vears ago and can honestly say that
to my miud the proposals zontained in the Report are an
immense advance towards responsible (Government on the
provisions contained in that measure,

1 don’t think that anyone will doubt my sineerity
of purpese during all the years T have lived in this
country. My constant effort has always been to move
India forward until she achieves her great desire to arrive
at a complete position of equal partnership within the
Empire vith the other Dominions under the Crown ; for
I have always bheld that the nationals of any country are
fully justified in claiming that they should have ihe
control o the administration of their own home land as
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soon as they are ready to undertake the full responsibility.
I would ask my Indian friends to remember a fact that
we all too often forget that there have been sudden
revolutionary changes in administration in recent years
in various countries both in the East and West which
kave brought about conditions which cause grave anxiety
and consequent economic depression among all eountries
in the world, and that there is now more stability in the
countries of the British Empire than can generally be
found elsewhere, and with the recollection bf these facts
I would ask them again if-it-is not wiser to move steadily
with our ultimate goal always in wview, rather than risk
any disaster in our desire to move forward too fast.
There are some, I khow well, who are anxious to throw
off at once all outside control and wish to arrive at a
position of independence without any delay. With some
knowledge of this country T am sure they are entirely
wrong and I am perfectly confident that the great majority
of all elasses of our people would entirely endorse my
opinion.

Let me further say -what I have always felt very
strongly that during long years of cldse association, we
British have shared with Indians the great trust and
responsibility for the care and well-heing of the various
and diverse human elemenfs in this land. We are not
going to hand over that responsibility until we can safely
do so, until indeed our Indian fellow citizens are ready
to take the full responsibility for the administration of
their country. And 1 ask, is that not a reasonable view
and one that is in the best interests of every citizen of
this country ? Is it not true to say that when first onr
two races became associated over 100 years ago India was
in u condition of turmoil and unrest ¢ And may I noet
elaim that this close association has brought to India
safety from foreign aggression ¢ Hag it not largely saved
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India from the horrors of plague and famine ¥ Have we
not secured fair administration throngh the country and
the development of transport by road, rail and air which
has proved an immniense benefit to our people, and which
has opened up the possibility of establishing many great
commercial and industrial concerns which have brought
increasing  prosperity  and  employment in their frain ?
May I not claim too that this has come about in past
years largely owing to the brains and expert knowledge
of thousands of my conntrymen who have for long years
given dovoted service tothis country during the best
vears of their lives 2 And il this association has been of
benefit t> India, has not a further benefit been secured
by the faet that she has become and is becoming an
inereasinzly important, partver in the destinies of a great
Empire, which is the most stable part of the civilised
world at the present time ?

When a report deals with a problem of the greatest
magnitud», with a problem which has been under dis-
eussion for years and on which all shades of opinion have
put forward their views, it must inevitably happen that
there are many points of detail on ‘which many of us
do not see eve to eve with the (‘ommittee. There is still
npportunity for those who object to some of the proposals
to press for modification on points of detail. But we
mnst take the Report as a whole and the question which
we in India have to decide is what attitnde should be
adopted by those in this country who are anxious for its
political advancement. Two alternatives seem ta me to
present themselves. The first is to accept the report as
laying down hroadly the right lines of advanee, Provincial
autonomy, an All-Tndia Federation and a considerable
measure of responsibility at the Centre. The seeond
ulternative is a flat and sterile rejection of the scheme,
an attitude which connotes continuing for an indefinite
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period under the existing constitution. We stand at the
parting of the ways. The process of legislation iy about
to commence. The question which India has to deeide
is which of these two courses is more likely to hold the
cause of India’s freedom in Parliament. To my mind
there can be but one answer. And so 1 urge all those
who are interested in Reforms to work this Bill when it
passes through Parliament. We may not get all we wish
for, we may not feel satisfied with all its contents, bu, [
am certain that if we work it with sineerity and purpose
we shall find that it is a great advanece, a big step forward
towards eomplete responsibility for Indians in India.

OPENING OF TIIE INDIAN SCIENCE CONGRESS,

CALCUTTA.
2nd January His lixeellenecy the Vieeroy in opening the Indian Science
1935, Congress at Cdteutta on the 2nd Jannary 1935 made the

following speech —

Your Euxcellency, Dr. Hutton, Ladies and Genile-
men, ~This is the fourth oceasion upon which the Indian
Science Congress has met in Calentta. The first was the
inaugural meeting held in 1914 in the rooms of the Asiatic
Society of Bengal. Tt met again in Caleutta in 1921, by
which date the activities of the Congress had outgrown
the capacity of the rooms of the Asiatic Society ; and
also in 1928, After the lapse of seven years, it re-
assembles in the great city of its birth. This is a well-
deserved tribute to the intellectual and scientific attrae-
tions of Caleutta ; but the very periodicity of these
sessions in one centre, however eminent, illustrates the
importance which the Congress attaches to maintaining
touch with the leugth and breadth of India. Thus it is
that you have visited in tnrn Madras, Bombay, Bangalore,
Lahore, Lucknow, Allahabad, Patna and Nagpur. This
is in the fitness of things. Tt is api to be forgotten that
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India i» a Sub-Continenf, with many centres of vigorous
and expanding intellectual life. A body, which confines
ity activities to any ome place, ean mnever achieve that
synthesis of national service which must be the aim of, as
indeed it is the sole justification for, an all-India
organisetion.

Theugh your activities thus extend throughout India
and though they indubitably exercise a widespread and
an expending influence, the Viceroy has never yet been
present at one of your meetings, My distinguished
predecessor, Lord Irwin, was untortunately prevented by
illnesy from being present in 1928.. 1 am glad that, in
this respect, I have been able to establish a precedent ;
I am confident that my friend and joint Patron of this
session  of the Congress,  His Excelleney Sir <John
Anderscn, will not grudge me the pleasure (which would
otherwise have fallen to him) of opening the present
session and of affording a practical demonstration of the
keen interest which I and my Government take in your
deliberarions.

I am even more glad that my presence here today
coincides with what may be termed the ‘ coming of age ”’
of the Congress. Ladles and Gentlemen, historical
generalisations run the risk of giving an imperfect
expression of the truth. Truth has many facets, and the
greater the brevity of a generalisation, the greater may
be its imperfection ; but I suggest ithat 1 run the least
risk of this imperfection in deseribing our present age
as predominantly the age ot science. Every aspeet of
human aetivity bears testimony to this contention, Hven
literature has been enriched by the concepts and
terminology of science. Economies and industry depend,
for progress, on its quickening force. Human life has
been shorn of many terrors of disease by the light whieh
seientific investigation has thrown on their causes and on
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the methods of their prevention and cure. The data of
science have provided new and fascinating material for
those brilliant minds whose speeulations seek the inner
meaning of the nalure of life and the universe.

India, the birth-place of philosophy, cannot but
aspire to an active and honourable share in these move-
ments, whether utilitarian or philosophic. But, as I have
already suggested, India is a land of vast distances, and
the isolation of scientific wotrkers presents a grave dis-
advantage ; it is, therefore, at least something that, onece
a year, leaders in science have been enabled to meet
together in order to exchange experiences and also to
examine and discuss the several ¢ontributions which have
been made by scientists in India to the common stock of
scientific knowledge. 1 offer my sincere good wishes not
ounly for the successful deliberations of ?thc present session,
but also for the fulure development of your Association
which, having completed twenty-one years of fruitful
activity, now ‘‘ comes of age’’. In the days that Ilie
before us, India will need, more than ever before, your
help and guidance.

It may be asked what part does Government play
or propose to play in India’s contribution to science.
Members of the Congress will need no elaborate reminder
of what the Government of India have done and are
doing in this respect. Three Scientific Services, whose
work has won world-wide recognition, owe their inception
and existence to their initiative. T refer to the Geologieal,
the Meteorological and the Zoological Surveys of India.
Further, the Medical Research Department of the Govern-
ment of India and the Indian Research Fund Association,
which is financed by them, have done much to alleviate
human suffering in combating those fell diseases which
are still so powerful and so destruetive. In the promotion
of agricultural research, on which the prosperity of our



Speeches by the Earl of Willingdon. 85

Opening of the Indian Science (ongress, Calcuita.

agricultural masses so vitally depends, they still take a
useful share through the agency of the Imperial Council
of Agricultural Research. The problems of India’s
forests, a great economic ausset. also receive attention in
the laboratories of the Forest Research Institute, Dehra
Dun. Again, a Bureau of Industrial Information and
Regearch is in the process of formation - and only last
month a Congress of Road Engineers met to devise ways
and means of organising research in problems of road
construction. In modern times, a country without maps
is a ** dark continent ", The preparation of such maps
has been uccepted in India for many years past as an
important funetion ‘of (Government ; the topographical
wmaps of this country, which the Survey of India produce,
bear comparison with those of any other country

This enumeration of the Central Government’s
activities has not been made in any spirit of self-
congratulation ; it is intended merely to indicate that T
and ry (lovernment have not been unaware of the benefits
which should be derived from scientific research. 1
hasten to add that we shall continue to render assistance
in these directions to sueh extent as our resources permit.
Nor is my aecount in any sense exhaustive of the share
of the State in scientific research. Under our present
constitutional structure, responsibility for many branches
of scienrifie activity. as, for example, in medicine,
industry and agrienlture, rests, within their own terri-
torial limits, with Provinecial Governments. I have not
touched upon their achievements owing to limitations of
time as well as of information.

But. Ladies and Gentlemen, Government can be only
a single factor in what Is a nation-wide undertaking.
Scientific researeh demands the sympathetie interest and
the effective support of all who have India’s welfare at
heart ; of Governments, ecentral and provineial ; of
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universities, which must remain the principal homes of
fundamental research ; of pioneers of industrial develop-
ment ; of landed magnates ; and last, but not least, of
scientists themselves. Those private individuals or
organisations, whom fortune has favoured with command
of material resources, can atford the much needed aug-
mentation to the financial assistance rendered by the State
and by Universities. The example of the late Sir Jamsetji
Tata, of the late Sir Tarak Nath Palit, and of the late
Sir Rash Behari Ghose should be an emulous stimulant
to private benefactors. Only then can universities and
leaders of secience satisfactorily - envich the stream of

scientific work that flows from various centres of seientific
activity,

I have viewed with special interest and appreciation
the growing contact between scientific research and the
practical demands aud requirements of industry, of
which the liberal assistance given by the Burma Oil
Company towards the foundation of the College of
Engineering in Rengoon, and the recent donation of
Messrs. Steel Brothers for research in oil technology at
Lahore are outstanding examples—examples which are
also significant of a growing and beneficial contact
between universities and industry, and which, I earnestly
hope, are but the forerunmers of a far ecloser intimacy
between these two in the realm of scientific research.
As for scientists themselves, besides directing the efforts
of others, they can, by team work in the broadest sense
of the word, ensure the maximum of achievement that is
possible within available resources. For, however great
may be the future assistance given by Government and
by private benefactors, it can never be sufficient to satisfy
the ever-increasing demands of scientific research. T
would suggest, therefore, that there is urgent need for an
effective and an economical husbanding of your resources.
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A well-devised co-ordination of scientifie activities has
become imperative ; it is from this standpoint that 1
especially welcome the funections and outlook of your
Associgtion.

Members of the Congress, I shall not detain you
longer. I have greatly appreciated the privilege of
inaugurating your proceedings. I shall now leave you
to the 1iore . exacting part of your programme ; I am
confident thai, under the guidanee of your distinguished
President, Dr. Futton, whose anthropological researches
have made his name familiar wherever this interesting
and valuable science is studied, your deliberations will be
fruitful to the cause you serve.

BANQUET AT REWA.

His Highness the Maharaja of Rewn gave n Banquet in 11th January
honour of Their Excellencies’ visit to his State. In reply to 1635,
the toast of his health IIis Excellency the Viceroy said ;:—

Your Highness, Ludies and Gentlemen~ 1 thank
Your Highness most gratefully for the charming worda
with which you have proposed the health of my wife and
myself for the acceptance of this distinguished gathering,
to whom our thanks are also due tor the cordial manner
in whieh they have received the toast. The warmth of -
the reception that we have received not only from Your
Highness but also from your subjects in Rewa makes us
all the more delighted that at long last we have achieved
our desire to visit Your Highness in your own home.

For 1 think Your Highness is well aware that T have
long been desirous of visiting your State, but unfortunately
it is true that in these strenuous days the Viceroy is
seldom at liberty to follow his own inclinations. The
cares of administration and the necessities of the political
pituation have made it difficult for me to leave the head-
quarters of Government and it is a matter of very real
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regret to me to feel that I have been unable to pay visits
to many of your brother Princes, whose friendship T have
the privilege to claim after long years of elose association
during my life in different parts of your country, I
sometimes wish we could, at any rate for a short time, 20
back to those spacious and more easy-going days when
Viceroys appeared to have ample time to undertake tours
in a leisurely manner.

You have been very generous in your observations
with regard to such humble services as my wife and I
have ‘rendered to all classes-and conditions of people with
whom we have been' assoclated since we have lived in
India. This [ can honestly say that we have done our
best to deal fairly and justly by all, and to show the
kecnest sympathy and interest iu the hopes and aspira-
tions of all classes, and to endeavour to make life happier
and brighter to all those among whom we have lived. We
shall, I assure you, never torget the Igood.will we have been
shown, and the friendships we have made in the course of
our lives amongst you.

I noticed when listening to your speeech that Your
Highness, with what I am sure was a characteristic desire‘
to give my mind a vest during my all too short stay as
vour guest, carefully avoided all reference to the Reforms
and the future constitution of Tndiu. T intend to follow
vour execellent example. T would "a_me'rely say that un-
questionably diffieult times lie ahead—for all of us—I do
not wish to exaggerate or to minimise them—when deci-
sions have to be taken ; but T have a very real belief in
the sound common sense of the Princes and people of
India, and. it is with this belief firmly in my mind that T
look forward with hope and confidence to the future.

It is surely hardly necessary for the Ruler of your
House with a record such as that of your family, to re-
affirm the loyalty that Your Highness and your predeces-
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sors have always sbown to the Throne and Person of
His Majesty, our Sovereign, but’l will eertainly convey
to His Majesty—expressed in your own words—the feel-
ing of sanclity with whieh you regard the link ‘which in-
dissolubly binds your House to the Crown and which no
change in the Constitution that may take place in the
future shall be permitted te weaken or alter in any res-
pect.

I have learnt with much interest the steps Your Iligh-
ness iy taking to keep yourselt and your people abreast
of modern/ movement through giving them the improve-
ments and advantages-of higher-and technical edueation,
and by an alteration in your revenue law which will, Jet
us hopy, give increasing prosperity and comfort to your
agrieulrural classes who form the large majority of the
populacion of your State 1 fsympathiso cordially too
with  Your Highness in your desire to develop more
thoroughly the rich natural resources of your State of
which you have spoken. You have told us that lack of
railway communications  have serjously impeded your
cfforts.  As you are aware, the past years of depression
have saricusly curtailed all vailway development. [ am
hopefui however that we can leok forward to a return of
better “imes in the near future and 1 can assire you that
sueh representations as you mayv make in regard to any
agsistance we can give yon in your efforts will he earefully
and sympathetically considered.

O behalf of all your wudsts assembled round this
table 1 wish 1o express their grateful thanks for your
welecon e and generous hospitalily.,  May [ particularly
thank you for your reference to my Dolitical Secretary
Sir Bertrand Glaney whose recognition by Ilis Majesty
in the recent llonours List has been a great satisfaetion
to all nis friends and a well deserved recognition of lis
serviees to the country. He aud | have been associated
together in the Political Depariment long enough for me
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to give Yonr Highness the assurance that he is determined
to uphold the rights and privileges of the Princes and
that their interests are safe in his hands.
I regret extrcmely that Colonel MacNabb has, through
_ill health, found it impossible to be with us this evening.
I am sure we all trust that a short holiday in England
will completely restore himn to health and that he will
return to continue the efficient gervice nvhich he has given
in carnying out his important duties.

Twentyfive years of the reign of a Sovereign is a
significant event in the life of any country, and how much
more significant does it beecome when we realise that on
May 6th of this year we shall celebrate this event in all
countries that comprise the British Ewmpire. Those years
have as you say, Sir, been identified with a period of pro-
gress, of eivilisation and of social and political advance-
ment. His Majesty has indeed been to us all a trusted
Sovereign, and has set ns all 4 magnificent example by his
constant service for the welfare of his subjects.

Your Highness. let me onee more express our grateful
thanks for the cordial welcome vou have extenced to Her
Excellency and myself and for vour zenerous hospitality,
of which we shall carry awny with us happy memories,
Ladies and Gentlemen, I now ask you to join me in drink-
ing prosperity to the Rewa State and health and  good
fortune to our distinguished host His Highness Maharaja-
dhiraja Sir Gulab Singh Bahadur.

OPENING OF THE CHAMBER OF PRINCES.

22nd Jenuary His Excelleney the Vieeroy presided over the Session of
1935 the Chamber of Princes at New Delhi on the 22nd January

1935 and opened the proeeedings with the following address :—

Your Highnesses,—This is the third time that I have
enjoyed the privilege of presiding at your deliberations
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in this Chamber, and 1 welcome Your Highnesses more
heartily than ever on this present occasion, because for
various reasons a period of nearly two years has elapsed
sinee the last session took place. But, though there has
been no regular meeting of the Princes’ Chambey during
this long interval, Your Iiighnesses have held many in-
formal discussions amongst yourselves about the all-
important subjeet which has wnever ceased of late to
engage vour attention-—the constitutional future of India
to which T shall briefly refer later in my remarks, Let
me commence today by referring to the losses that your
Order has sustained in-the course of the last two years.
There are, I 7regret to say, no less than four Ruling
Prineces who were members of this Chamber when last we
met, and have since then passed away.

The first name that [ must mention is that of His
late Highness Maharaja Sir Ranpjitsinhji, Jam Sahib of
Nawanagar, who died on the 2nd April 1933, As a
member of this Chamber the late Jam Sahib attained a
prominence that few Ruling Prinees have equalled e
served as a member of the Standing Commitiee from its
very beginning until 1932 when he was  elected
(*hancellon ; on no less than three oceasions he represented
the Indian States at the Assembly of the League of
Nations at (eneva. 1lis late Highness was made a Major
in His Majesty’s Arvmy in 1914, and he served with the
Expeditionary Force in France, remaining on field service
up to November 1915 ; in recognition ot his war serviees
he was given the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel in 191K
and his salute was raised permanently to 13 guns with
a personal salute of 15 guns ; he was at the same time
granted the title of Maharaja as a hereditary distinetion.

But it was perhaps as a sportsman and particularly
as one of the greatest and most attractive cricketers that
the world has seen that the late Jam Sahib was most
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widely known to the general public outside this eountry.
In every walk of life he was a man who inspired the
affection and regard of all who came in contact with Lim.
In peace and in war, in the sphere of politics and in the
field of sport, he was an outstanding figure, Ag vne who
was privileged to be on intimate terms with him for many
years, for our friendship began long before [ ever came
to India, I mourn his loss very deeply, and I am sure
that all those present here today who were fortunate
enough to know His late Highness personally will fully
share the feelings | have expressed.

Another sad loss that the States of Western India
have suffered is by the untimely death of the laie Thakur
Saheb of Wadhwan, who passed away towards the end
of July last at the early age of 35 years.

Central India has to mourn the death of Ilis late
Highness the Maharaja of Dewas (Junior). His late
Highness was granted the hereditary title of Maharaja in
1918 for services rendered in connection with the War.
He was a man of most devout character, known far and
wide for his piety and deep devotion to his faith,

The Punjab Princes have lost a distinguished member
of their Order by the sudden death in Europe of His
Highness the Maharaja of Sirmur, His late IHighness
was also given the hereditary title of Maharaja in 1918 in
recognition of his War services : he was also gazetted an
Honorary Lieutenant-Clolonel and he was further rewarded
by the grant of a personal salute of 13 guns in 1981.

To the bereaved relatives of these Princes 1 know thal
you will all join with me in expressing your sympathy,
and I know, too, that we are all united in wishing every
happiness and prosperity to their suceessors.

There are two Princes who by the termination of their
"minorities have become new members of this Chamber—
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His Highness the Raja of IFaridkot and His Iighness
the Nawab of Janjira. To them also we will all, I am
sure. extend a cordial welcome coupled with the hope
that they will take a constant interest in this Chamber
in all matters that concern the Order of Princes.

Sah bzada Abdus Samad Khan of Rampur and Rao
Bahadur Sir V. T. Krishnamachari of Baroda were
seleeted 0 be Delegates ut the meetings of the League of
Nations Assembly held, respeetively, in 1933 and 1934,
and we shall look forward with much interest o the pre-
sentation of their reports.

Siner the last session of this Chamber a great step
forward has been made in pursuance of the policy of
hringing all Tndian States inlo divcet relations with the
Government of India. This move has now been completed
in the case of all the remaining Bombay States, as also
in the case of the Bihar and Orissa and the Central
Provinces States. There are now only a small number
of States remaining, in respect of which the same change
has still to take place. I should be the last to deny that
relationship with Provineial Governments has entailed
many prastieal advantages to the States eoncerned, for
T am well aware that these States have had eood cause
for gratitude to the Tiocal Governments with which they
have been in contact. But constitutional developments
have made the continuance of sueh o svstem imapracticable,
and it is hoped that before long the proeess of establish-
ing direet relations between the Government of India and
every State in this country will be successfully concluded.

Severa! Ruling Prinees from the States to which 1
have just referred have expressed a strong desire that
their claims to memhership of this Chamber should be
duly recognised. This question has engaged the attention
»f the Standing Committee and various opinions on the
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subject have been expressed. One cogent reason, as 1
think you will agree with me, for avoiding any precipitate
action in this respeet is to be found in the fact that
eertain changes in the constitution and functions of the
Chamber itself have of late been informally suggested.
I shall await with the keenest interest any proposals in
this regard that may be brought to my notice. At present
I do not wish to prejudice whatever views Your High-
nesses or those Princes who have up till now remained
aloof from the activities of this Chamber may desire to
put forward. But I will say this much that I regard
the effective co-operation of all Indian States, both great
and small, as an object of the wutmost importance to
Your Highnesses and to your Order. Tt is a time-worn
adage that in unity lies strength, and I sineerely trust
that Your Highnesses will oive your very earnest attention
to the benefit of combining together, ag closely as possible,
for the good not only of the Indian States hmt for the
advantage of India as a whole.

I will conclude with just a few words on that pre-
dominant subject to which I have already alluded—the
future constitution of this eountry. I would remind
Your Highnesses of two observations that I made when
we last met together.. Firstly, as T then remarked, it
was the Princes of India who at the first Round Table
Conference, by their expressed determination to join with
British India in seeuring a real measure of progress for
this country towards responsible government, made
Foderation a practical possibility., Secondly, 1 said that
no State until its Instrument of Accession is signed is
finally committed to Federation. Both of these remarks
hold good today. No one can be surprised that at such
& time, when far-meaching changes are imminent, the
Btates should ask for assurances that their vital interests
will not he prejudiced. So far as it is praecticable to da
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s0, the most painstaking endeavours have been wmade to
see that the position of all States that decide un kedera-
tion’ shall remain secure. As 1 told Your Highnesses at
our last meeting, | am personally convineed that for the
Indian States the wisest course is to aecept the IFederal
scheme, and 1 have been gratified to learn that the in.
formal conference of Ministers recently convened at
Bombay arrived at the conclusion that the Report of the
Joint Parliamentary Commitice represents from the States’
point of view a distinet advance on the White Paper,
especially in the financial field. The Bill itself will very
shortly be presented to- Parliament, and until you have
had an opportunity to study the measure, and have further-
more cousidered the dratft Instruments of Accession and
the Instruments of Instruetions that are to be given to
the Governor-General and to the Provincial Governors,
it is but natural that you should desire to postpone your
final decision. The choice, as'I have said, still lies open
to you all. Your Highnesses are no doubt aware that
from time to time allegations have been made in the Press—
and indeed a further instalment of these allegations has
appeared today—to the effect that pressure has been
brought to bear on the Princes by myself or my officers
in order to coerce them into Federation agains: their will.
I have already on several occasions declared that their
insinuations are entirely and utterly baseless. I repeat
again that they have no foundation whatever aud I am
sure that Your Highnesses will be last to deny the truth
of what I say : nobody knows better than the Princes
themselves that no form of coercion has been employed
and it is, T think, legitimate to conelude that those who
descend to entirely false allegations of this deseription
must be hard put to it for arguments,to support their
case,

I trusi that enough has been done to econvinee you that
in the new Constitution no effort will be spared to pro-
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tect the integrity of the States, and I sineerely hope that
the Princes, while not unmindful of their own particular
interests, will not stand apart from the development ihat
must inevitably affect the greater part of this great
sountry, but will be ready to take their share in promoting
constitutional progress on sound and satisfactory lines and
in helping the new political machinery to function
effectively to the common good of British India, the Indian
States and the Empire.

OPENING OF THE NEW LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

24th Jannary His Excellency the Viceroy made the following speech at
1935, the opening of the Delhi Session of the New Legislative Assembly
on the Z4thi January 1956 1

Gentlemen,~In rising to greet Hon’ble Members ta
this, the first session of a New Assembly, my first very
pleasant duty is to econgratulate you warmly, Mr. President,
on your election to your -jmportant and responsible post.
With some intimate knowledge of your activities during
long years of public serviee, I am confident that you
will earry out your duties with fairness and justice to
every llon’ble Member of this Assembly, and I am
equally confident that 1 ean rely on every Hon’ble
Member giving you his full support in upholding the
digaity of the Chair,

My next duty is to welcome to the Legislative
Assembly those who have been elected by their consti-
tuencies to represent their interests. Many of those who
were members in the Assembly when I last addressed it
have failed to secure re-clection, and though I and my
colleagues cannot but regret the absence of those with
whom we have been so closely associated during the life
time of the last Assembly, our welcome to those who have
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taken their places is none the less sincere. [ trust that
closer assoeiation with my Government will make those
of you who come to this House for the first time appreciate
more fully the difficult nature of the problems with which
we all are called upon to deal, and that discussions,
whether fommal or informal, will make you realise that
even though we may differ as to methods, we all have

before us the same ideal, the welfare and advancement of
India.

Before I pass on to refer in greater detail to some
of the matters which will engage your attention during
the session, I must touch on one matter which falls o
side the realm of polities or political controversr
yvear 193> marks the twentyfifth anni-

Majesty the King-Kmperor’s access
is in accordaunce with His M
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in need of assistance. I profoundly hope that all Mem-
bers of thr Assembly will do their share in helping on
this work.

May I also say that Ilum glad to think that, at the
very outset of their association with the present Assembly,
Hon’ble Members will have an opportunity of seeing
something of the work of the Army during the course of
the manceuvres that are now taking place in the vicinity
of Delhi. It has always been the view of His Excellency
the Commander-in-Chief; and it is one in which I entirely
concyr, that the representatives of the tax-payer should

ve]Tevery right to see in every sphere as much as they
¢ the way in which their money is spent.
" mu on this occasion (o give you a general

P 1 .
'Tndia under the various heads
‘arm vou of snch Tesiala-
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In the course of my address to the two Houses of
the Centrul Legislature last August I referred to the
position of Indians in Zanzibar. Mr, Menon, who was
deputed by my Government to this territory in order to
study the effect of the legislation in question, presented
his report at the end of September. A special meeting
of the Standing Emigration Committee of the Central
Legislature was summoned in the middle of November
to vonsider the report. In full agreement with the advice
of the Committee, which endorsed the recommendations
of Mr. Menon, representations were made to 1is
Majesty’s Seeretary of State for the. Colonies. In view of
the close connection hetween debts and the security on
which they have been advanced, we have, acting on Mr.
Menon's adviee, decided to defer final comment on the
Liand Alienation Deeree until the Commission appointed
by the Government of Zanzibar to report on the question
of indebtedness has reported. -~ As regards legislation
relating to the clove {rade, which appears to be of imme-
cdiate and far-reaching menace to Indian trading interests,
we'have suggested drastic revision. The comments of the
Resident in Zanzibar, to whom the Colonial Office referred
My, Menon's report, have been recently received. Both the
report and the comments will he published shortly.
Meanwhile, T would like to give Ilon’ble Members the
assurance that the Government of India will continue to do
their utmost to seeure that the interests of the Tndian
community, which has a long and honourable record of
association with Zanzibar, are fully safeguarded.

Hon’ble Members will be aware of the anxiety whieh
leaders of the Indian community in Kenya have for some
time voiced regarding legislation to regulate the market-
ing of Native produce in that territory which they ecx-
peeted wounld be introduced. Profiting by Mr. Menon’s
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deputation to Zanzibar, my Government secured the con-
currence of the Colonial Office to Mr. Menon’s investigat-
ing the operation of similar legislation in Uganda and
Tanganyika, where it has been inlforee for some time, and
to assess its probable effect upon Indian interests in
Kenya. On the basis of the report which Mr. Menon
submitted representations were made early in November.
Hon’ble Members will be glad to learn that, pending con-
sideration of Mr. Menon’s views, progress with the Bill,
which the Government of Kenya had gazetted, has been
deferred.

Before leaving the subjeet of Indians overseas, I wish
te refer to the impending ¢hange in the offiee of Agent of
the Government of India in South Africa. For domestic
reasons Kunwar Sir Maharaj Singh has decided to return
to India a few months before the expiry of the normal
term, which is three years.” My Government will be sorry
to lose his services,  His successor, the Hon’ble Syed
Raza Ali, who is known to many of you personally, has
already served in the Union as member of a deputation
which the Government of India sent there in the difficult
days when the Class Arcas Bill was under consideration.
His previous knowledge of the country and general ex-
perience as a man of affairs should enable him to continue
with suceess the work of his distingnished predecessors.

Ton’ble Members cannot but be familiar with,
probably many of them have participated in, the dis-
cussions and enquiries whieh are afoot regarding India’s
educational system. I am not one of those who feel that
the present system has served no useful purpose, that it
is an unmixed evil. Social and economie changes, not to
mention political changes, create conditions which neces-
gitate an overhaul of educational as of other aetivities
They are signs of a progressive national life ; not neces-
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sarily accusers of what has been or exists. My Govern-
ment  welcome the keen  interest whieh edueational
probleing have aroused throughout India ; the profound
attention which they are receiving from Tiocal Govern-
ments, from edueationists, from leading public personalities,
The constitutional framework has made Education the
responsibility of Provinelal Ministers and local Legisla-
tures. This is as it should be. But edueation is at the
very rot of nationn]f prosperity. The Government of
India eannot, therefore, he disinterested and aloof
spectators. They may norlonver direct or control ; they
can he'p to provide machinery which will facilitate and
promot: inter¢hange of ideas and information. For this
purpose my Government have deeided to revive the Edu-
cational Advisory Board from the next finaneial vear.
The Assembly will be approached in due course to vote
funds for the expenditure involved.

During its last session the Assembly approved the
proposal of my Government to locate the Tmperial
Institute of Agrienltural Researeh in a more central place.
A suitable site has been finally chosen for the purpose,
and I hope to lay the foundation-stone of the building
next month. The new Tnstitute, when ready, will be
within easy reach of this Chamber. Hon’hle Members
from 11 parts of Tndia will thus be able, without the
effort or inconvenience of a tedious journey, to familiarise
themselves with the work of the Institute for India’s
staple industry.

The Imperial Counecil of Agrieultural Research hes
continued its efforts to assist, co-ordinate and guide egri-
cultural research throughout India and its help has been
appreciated and utilised to a steadily inereas'ng degres.
As you are aware, the Hyderahad, Mysore and Baroda
States have participated in the work of the Research
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Council and eontributed to its funds for some time past.
Recently the Travancore, Cochin and Bhopal States have
joined the Research Council and undertaken to make
suitable contributions to its exchequer. At the present
inoment perhaps most interest attaeh‘es to the steps which
have been taken with the object of improving financial
return to the cultivator for his enterprise, When 1
addressed the ITouse last August I referred in some
detail to the steps which my Goverument was taking for
improvements in the marketing of agricultural produce.
I mentioned in particular, our intention to initiate, at as
early a date as possible, marketing surveys for certain
main groups of commodities, iz, ecereals, oilseeds,
fruit and vegetables, fibres and tebacco, dairy produce and
poultry, livestock and livestock produets. Since then the
Public Serviee Commission has been engazed on the
recruitment of 17 central marketing officers and assist-
ant marketing officers, and these gentlemen are expected
to take up their duties under the Marketing Expert early
next month. The details of the provincial seetions of the
scheme have algo been completed and work will start
almost immediately in the various Provinces. Simmnl-
taneously with the commodity surveys, the existing mar-
kets both primary and terminal will be studied and also
the results of the previous efforts which have been made to
organise producers and improve the markets open to.
them. [t gives me great pleasure to add that we have
also been assured of the active co-operation of a number
of Indian States in the carrying out of this important
project and that several of them are appointing special
maarketing staffs of their own for the purpose. As each
survey is completed the praetical conclusions to which
they are designed to lead will be examined in consultation
with Liocal Governments, so that active development work



Speeches by the Earl of Willingdon. 83

Opening of the New Legislative Assembly.

for the improvement ol marketing may be undertaken
without delay.

For simplicity in/administration and the convenience
of the publie, the Marketing Expert to the Imperial
Council of Agricultural Research has been designated
Agrieultural Marketing Adviser to the Government of
India and a separate office created and attached to the
Imperial Conneil of Agricultural Research Department.

Another matter which came under consideration at
the Provincial Eeonomic Conference in April 1934 was
the improvement and development of the dairy industry
in India—a question of first-class importance to producers
and consumers alike. ' In thiese days, when world markets
appear to be too well supplied with every kind of grain,
the better development of livestock industries is an avenue
of progress which cannot be neglected, In any attempt
to develop the dairy industry it is particularly important
that bester methods of marketing and technical jmprove-
ments in the industry should be introdueed simultaneously.
This question also has bheen studied by the Imperial
Council of Agricultural Research and proposals have
recently been approved by Government under which the
Imperial Tnstitute of Animal Husbandry and Dairying
at Bangalore will be supplemented by a Dairy Industry
Institute including a model creamery and a laboratory
for research on the physical and chemical properties of
Indian milk and its utilisation. Various methods of pro-
cessing and transporting milk under Indian conditions
will be studied cxperimentally as well as the manufacture
of econdensed milk, milk powder, ecasein and other milk
products including butter and ghee. In this manner we
hope to give a definite stimulus to developments which
ghould improve the supply of milk and milk produects to
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the general population, specially in the towns, and be of
financial benefit to a large number of Indian agriculturists.

Our general proposals in regard to both the market-
ing and dairying schemes have already received the
approval of the Mfanding IMinance Committee., During
the!debates on the Sugar Kxcise Bill which was passed into
Law last April Government accepted a recommendation
of the Select Committee of thiy Ilouse that adequate pro-
vision should be made for scientifie and technological re-
search designed to assist the Indian Sugar Industry and
thus repeated the dssurances given when the Sugar Indus-
try Protection Aet was passed in 1932. In fulfilment of
this promise my Governnent have now approved the broad
outlines of a scheme for a Central Sugar I[nstitute pre-
pared by the Sugar Committee of the Imperial Couneil
of Agricultural Researeh. 'This Institute is intended to
provide for research work in sugar technology, suitable
training for scientific and teehnical staff and for technolo-
gical assistance and advice Lo the industry. The Sugar
Committee recommended that the Central Institute should
be established at Cawnpore and if possible the existing
Sugar secton of the liarcourt DButler Technological
Institute should be expauded ¢ the exlent required. Not
only is Cawnpore a very suitable Centre for this purpose,
but the ITarcourt Butler Technological Institute is already
the headquarters of the Sugar Technologist and the ex-
perimental sugar factory maintained by the Researcn?
Counc’l in co-operation with the United Provineces Govern-
ment. I am glad to say that the provisional concurrence of
the United Provinees Government in these proposals has
been seenred. and we are now at work on details, The
need for building up a really cfficient Indian sugar industry
during the 15-year period for which tariff protection has
been given by the Legislature is seli-evident, and T need
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hardly emphasise the essential part which scientifie re-
search and properly organised technical ingtruction
must play in that process.

In the Posts and Telegraphs Department the past year
has secn some notable extensions of the frunk telephone
system of India, and my Govermment intend to pursue
their policy of expansion actively, as they feel that this
rapid and effective means of communication must be of
great benefit to the commercial community. You may be
interested to hear that the Department, under the instruec-
tions of my Government, i§ now making arrangements to
issue a special series of commemoration stamps in connee-
tion with the celebration of the Silver Jubilee of His
Imperial Majesty the ing-Kmperor.

The great developments which have taken place in
the last two months show the increasing importance of air
transport in this country. A new air mail service was
inaugurated in December between Karachi and Lahore,
which will make connection with the Imperial Alrways
Serviceat Karachi and so bring the people of North-West
India into closer iclations with' western countries. An
even more striking developiuent has been the duplication,
at the »eginning of this month, of the Imperial Airways
‘Bervice from Croydon to Karachi. 1 am glad to be able
to say that this duplitation has been supplemented, in a
praiseworthy spirit of co-operation, by the companies
operating our internal air services. The trans-India ser-
viee to Calentta has heen duplicated, and ihe duplieation
carried on from Caleutta to Rangoon. "The feeder services
to Madras and to Lahore have also been duplicated. As
a result of these expunsions, the whole of India has now
the benefit of two air mail services a week, and I trust
that these increased facilities will be a factor in improv-
ing Indian trade.
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You will have gathered from statements whieh have
appeared In the Press that His Majesty’s Government have
now under consideration a scheme of the very highest
importance for the introduction of an Empire Air Mail
Service, the adoption of which would bring about far the
greatest single advance which has yet been made in the
speed and frequency of air services and incidentally bring
India into much closer contact with Empire countries,
and with other countries lying on or mnear the Empire
air routes. My Government fully realise the extent to
whieh Tndia is concerned in these proposals, and the part
it is desirable that she should take in any scheme of
Empire air routes. ‘I am not in a position at the moment
to say more than that they are giving the scheme their
most serious consideration.

In connection with Road Development, two important
events have oceurred recently. In December last an
Indian Roads Congress was held, which was attended by
Engincers from all Provinces and important States in
India and by a number of business-men, professionally
interested in road-making. The object of the Congress
was to enable those concerned with the technical aspects
of road construetion to pool their experience and to learn
how the problems which confront them have been attacked
and solved in other parts of India. I understand that
the general impression amongst those who attended the
Congress was that this was suecessfully achieved, and that
it was felt that the meeting should be the first of a series
which will keep road engineers in close touch with those
methods of road-making which have proved of value and
enable them to avoid methods which have proved failures
in the past.

The Road Congress was followed in January by the
first meeting of the Transport Advisory Couneil, a body
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of an entirely different character and with a different pur-
pose. [t consisted of the Ministers in charge of Roads in
the Provinces or their representatives, with one or two
technienl advisers ; and its funection was to arrive at a
considered statement of policy which could be generally
acted unon by the Provinees for the furtherance of the co-
ordinated development of road, rail and other forms of
transport, a purpose which all must admit is of the very
highest importance. 1 am glad to be able to say that the
Couneil was able to formulate a statement of poliey which
covers many, if not all, of the major problems now facing
us in conneetion with this very difficult subject, and that
they also indicated definite lines for further investigation.
This statement of policy will now be placed by my Govern-
ment. before the DIrovineial Governments, and I trust
that it will not be long before it is in active operation and
that it will prove of great economic benefit to the whole
country.

Wh:le constitutional issues naturally tend to occupy
the leading place in our minds at present, the consideration
of these should not hamper us in pursuing reforms in
-other directions,] The Whitley Commigsion, after quoting
John Bright’s maxim that ‘“ the nation in every country
dwells in the cottage ’, added that the well-being of the
people must be the primary coneern of every Government,
whatever its eomposition. The same is true of every
Legislature, and it is satisfactory to find on looking hack
that, although Legislative Asgemblies have varied econ-
siderably in eomposition and outlook, they have all agreed
in pursuing legislation designed to protect and ameliorate
the condition of labour. We are at present pursuing an
important programme of labour legislation, which follows
the general lines suggested by the Whitley Commission,
and some Bills arising directly or indirectly out of that
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Commission’s recommendations will come up for your con-
sideration. Omne of these Bills is designed mainly to pre-
vent certain abuses relating 1o the payment of wages and
represents a beginning for India of what is known else-
where as ‘¢ truck legislation’’. A Bill for this purpose
was introdueed in the preceding Assembly and ecirculated
for opinions, After these were received, a motion for
Select Committee was tabled, but it was unfortunately not
reached. We have ugsed the interval to attempt ourselves
to incorporate a numher of changes suggested by the
opinions, and thereby to/facilitate further progress, and
the new Bill accordingly represents a revised edition of
the old one : T commend it to your careful consideration
A second Lahour Bill whieh has alrcady been introduced
involves a revision of the main labour provisions of the
Indian Mines Act : it imeludes proposals for reducing
maximum hours and for raising substantially the minimum
age for employment in mines.

Two further Billg owe a certain amount of ingpiration
to the Whitley Commission, althotugh they do not fall with-
in the category of labonr legisiation, but have a wider aim.
They both seek to amend the Civil Procedure Code in
respeet of the execution of decrees and they are both
designed for the protection of debtors. The problem of
indebtedness has been very prominently before the public
in the recent years, and in some Provinees bold legislative
experiments are being essayed in the endeavour to alle-
viate what is undoubtedly a grave weakness of our economic
system. Our proposals are more modest in scope and
aim at ensuring that the law cannot be invoked to enforee
undue hardship on those who become embarrassed. The
most important provision of one of these Bills extends
protection from attachment to all saiaries not exceeding
Rs. 100 per month, while the objeet of the other is to
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protect honest judgment-debtors from imprisonment for
debt,

We are now in the sixth yeur ot the economic depres-
sionn which fell like a blight on world trade and commerce
in 1929, Our hopes of betler thnes have been dis
appointed too often in the past few years to warrant
more than a measure of cautious optimism for the imme-
cliate future, but we in India may at least take comfort
from the fact that the recovery in our foreign trade
which mamifested-itself last year is still being maintained,
while the recent improvement in railway traffic may fairly
be regarded as significant of better things to come. But
the full restoration “of  prosperily to India does not
cdepend on India alone. 8o long as the natural flow of
world trade is interrupted, or diverted into artificial
channels, for so long will the process of recovery be
retarded. Tt is unfortunate that some of the best of our
customers for the raw and semi-manufactured products of
India have been driven, by sheer neccessity, to adopt ex-
pedients to balance their trade exchanges which a few
vears ago would have been unthinkable. But whatever
cpinion we may have of the wisdom of systems of quotas
and exchange restrietions, we eannot but recognise the
stern logie of facts and the practical diffienlties which lie
in the path to recovery. TIn particular, the financial
embarrassments of (Germany have calléd into being a
régime of import and exchange control which may have
serious repercussions on India’s export trade in many
important staples, This is a problem which has been
receiving the most earnest consideration of the (Rovernment
of India. Tt is a problem which is capable of no facile
solution, but T am hopeful that my Government, with the
co-operation and advice-of the commercial interests mainly
concerned, will evolve & soluvion which wili be as satis-
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factory in the ultimate, as in the immediate, interests of
India.

As Hon’ble Members of this House are no doubt aware,
the Trade Agreement between India and the 1Tnited
Kingdom which was concluded at Ottawa in 1932 related
only to such goods as were subject to non-protective or
non-concessional rates of duty. There was signed on the
9th of this month a Supplementary Agreement between
the Government of India and His Majesty’s Government
in the United Kingdom which covers the important field of
protected commoditics which was left untouched by the
main Agreement of 1932, It is in-the nature of things
that the later Agrecement should differ in its character
from the earlier one. It relates not so much to the tariff
treatment of specific commodities as to the general
principles governing the exercise of our present policy of
diseriminating protection, It is the hope of my Govern-
ment that the clear .and unequivocal statement of their
tariff policy contained in the new Agreement will remove
any lingering doubts, or snspieions, and help to inaugurate
an era of good-will and friendliness with profound benefit

to the trade and political relations of Great Britain and
India.

The separation of Burma from India is an issue of
prime importance from many points of view ; but T would
refer here to one aspeet of the guestion only. Tf and when
Burma separates, there will arise the problem of the
future trade relations of two eountries which, up to the
moment of separation, have been in the closest possible
economic union. It is of equal importance to both
countries that there should be no abrupt discontinuity or
disloeation of their mutual trade, and it is therefore cssen-
tial tq provide against snch a contingency. You will, T
think, agree that it would be unreasonable to pass on to
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two resporsible Governments a ready-made régime which
would fetter in perpetuity, or for any considerable period,
their powcrs and diseretion to formulate, and put into
operation, a tarift policy in cousonance with their own
partienlar cireumstances. At the same time the period of
transition amd adaptation fo new conditions will be a diffi-
cult one, and 1 believe that it will be a serviee to both
countries if there is prescribed a régime governing the
mutual trade of Iundia and Barma for a limited period
after separation.  Within that limited period it should be
possible tor both Governments {o take stock of their
position and to negotiate freely, and on their own res-
pousibility, a fresh agreement in the best interests of
those whom they represent.  The natuve of the temporary
regime is the subject of eonversations between my Govern-
ment and representatives of (he Government of Burma.
In a mailter of so vital dmportance to commerce and
industry in Tndia, we have sought the advice of represen-
tatives of those interests, and/the views which they have
expresse:l will receive the fullest consideration of my Gov-
crnment in ihe negotiation of any agreement or conven-
tion.

In speeches 1 have made since the publication of the
Joint Seleet Committee’s Report 1 have expressed myself
generally on the scheme of constiwutional reform, but 1T
feel that in addressing Hon’ble Members on this subject 1
have a speeial message 10 deliver, in order that 1 may
give expression to thonghts oniwhich my mind has dwelt far
longer than is perhaps realised. My association with
India row dates back so many years that T ean without
presumpiion lay before you reflections based on my own
experience. For that reason, speaking as the head of the
administration in Tntlia, T hope T may be allowed to
strike a more personal note than is wusual in these
addresses.



92 Speeches by the Earl of Willingdon.

Opening of tie wew Legislative Lssendbly.

I would ask you i the first place when you turn
over in your thoughts the scheme of constitutional reform
now embodied in a Bill to fix your attention on the broad
lines on whieh it is planned. Place on one side for the
moment the arguments Sand discussions of recent years,
the evidence and the memoranda, the documents and the
reports, in short all the literature of the reforms, Hree
your minds of these, and let your thoughts centre on the
great principles which {have increasingly asserted them-
selves, until they have dominated the scheme. They are
the foundations on which the scheme is built, Provineial
Autonomy in British' India and a Federation cowmprising
the whole Continent, I ecan remember the time when
Federation was discussed as a visionary dream, something
in the remote future, something distant and scarcely
practicable. Gradually it has taken shape, it has come
nearer. IHon’ble Members with as close a knowledge of
India’s political history'as my own will remember that
the authors of the Joint Ileport of 1917 were not content
with sketching an immediate scheme of reforms, They
let their minds run on into what the future might bring
What was it they saw before them when they
assumed the mantle of propheey ? liet me take
their own words : ‘“India was to be a sister-
hood of self-governing States, presided over by a Central
Government oceupied with' matters of common interest,
external and internal. The units were not to be the
Provinces alone. With them there were to be associated
the Indian States anxious to contribute to the common
serviee, but sensitive to maintain their own individuality.”’
In 1917 these thoughts were expressed as a conception of
the future, something to aim at, something not yet within
reach. But where do we stand now ?

Never should we forget the econtribution of the
Princes at the first Round Table Conference when they
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declared their readiness to enter an All-India Federation.
The appeal of this greal prineiple was irresistible. 'The
Princes rose tu the oveasion. What was il then scareely
nore than a plelure of a possibie Toiaee was transformed
al onee mto somethinge subsianiial on which to build.
Ileve a- last were the real foundations on which to con-
striuet a seheme embodying the essential unity of India-
Look bk over India’s hisiory 1o the time bhefore the
Liritish connection established  itself.  This dream of a
dominien extending ity authority from oue end of the
Continent to the other from age lo age seized the mind
and gripped the imagination ot the great rulers of the
past.  We, the British in India, have brought peace and
ordered government over a long period of years, Under
our hand the political Hife of the country has grown and
expanded.  New ideas of publie and persenal liberty have
been ensouraged and have taken root. But in a Federa-
tion of all India I see the coping stone of Dritish achieve-
ment. [ can confidently assert ‘7’rhat this ideal with its
necessary corollary of Provineial Autonomy should com-
mand the support of all. botli'British and Indian, who
honestly desire the advancement of India in the suecessive
stages of her political development,

But if this is onr objective, how is it to be reached ?
The answer will be found in {he Report of the Select
Committee and in the Bill pregentfed by Tlis Majesty’s
iovernment to Pavliament.  Years of {hought and eare-
ful investigation have been given to the prepavation of
the scheme in all its multifarions and complicated
details. Tt is no easy voud that Jeads to Federation.
The higher we set onr aim, the more numerous the diffi-
eulties to! surmount. Tut that is no  reason why we
should be deterred. Do not imagine for a moment that
it is possible {0 construet so great a scheme of politieal
advanee with as mueh ease and exactness as 'an architect
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can command in planning or altering a house. There
are many diversities of taste, many varieties of ambition,
of which aceount has to be taken when a new constitution
is planned. Let us as practical men recognise that in
any large and general question differences of opinion
must exist. Take the question of rescrvations and safe-
guards, to which especially indian  eriticism has been
directed. In a sense these safeguards are themselves a
measure of the advance intended. Were the transfer of
power contemplated Dby His Majesty’s Government so
small, so exiguous a thing as critics are apt to suggest,
the need for safeguards would scarcely have been raised.
It is because the transfer of power is real, both in range
and in substance, that caution demands safeguards to
carry us safely from one system of government to another.
Is the inclusion of safeguards an unreasonable or un-
friendly act ? Surely this would be a narrow and a pre-
judiced view. We owe an aeknowledgment to the Select
Jommittee for helping to put the constitutional safe-
guards, for instance, the special powers of the Governor-
(eneral and the Governors, in their true light as the
necessary complement,  in' ‘present conditions, to res-
ponsible government, withont which it could have small
hope of suceess,

In other dircctions also the scheme is eriticised. For
instance, it is suggested in sonie guarters that a sinister
motive underliey the substitution of indireet for direet
clection to the Federal Legislature. Tt is no secret that
I personally and my Government supported the principle
of direct clection. That does not mean that we do not
recognise that there are cogent arguments on the other
side, After balancing the considerations {he Committee
decided in favour of indireet election. But mark their
words. They have said in the most explieit terms that
they do not think it possible for Parliament to lay down
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today the exact method of eonstituting the Central Legis-
lature for any long period of time. They express the
hope that, after time has passed for cxperience to be
gained, the Federal lLiegislature, i Indian opinion thinks
modificatinn is required, will Iay Its own proposals before
Parliament. We cannot anticipate the decision Parlia-
ment will reach on this important question ; but advocate
as I have always been of direct clection, I do not feel that
what the (ommittec wrote on the subject should leave
Indians with a sense of grievance,

Some of those who eriticise the proposals admit that
Indian disagreenents have conlpibuted to the sufficiently
formidabl diffienlty of framing o constitution on so vast
a secale, Undoubtedly  these  disagreements have in-
fluenced the form of the propesals, But be it remem-
bered to the eredil off Ilis AMajesty’s Government that
they have at no  time “allowed disagreements awong
Indians to impede the paths of reform.  Of this no better
illustration could be given than the Communal Decision
andertaken by His Majesty’s Government solely for the
reason that the communitics were unable to agree
among themselves.

A corstitutional scheme prepared in these conditions
may not be ideally perfeet. Were that the test to be
applied, Il human action would be impeded and no
human irstitution wonld be commendable. But T am
satisficd that the scheme gives to Tndia the opportunity,
{o whieh she so earnestly asnires, {o wmould her future
nearer {c her heart’s desire. Parliament may make
modifieations in this or that direction during the period
while the seheme is under ftheir  consideration in the
ensuirg wonths, Tt Indian leaders work to  seeure
changes or improvements on points to which they attach
importance, But T counsel them in all earnestness to



19th February

1935.

96 Speeches by the Earl of Willingdon.

Laying of the Foundation Ston~ * the Imperial I[ustitute of
Agricultural Rescarck. ¢ New Delhi,

take the scheme as the only path likely in any period of
time that we can yet foresee to bring within their reach
the great ideal of an All-India Federation, my faith in
which I have just expressed. I, as I confidently hope
the proposals of llis Majesty’s Government are accepted
by Parliament, on whom lics the final responsibility, [
look to this country to respond with no uncertain voice
to the opportunity offered. 1t has always been my
ambition to see India take her position on terms of
complete equality with the other members of the British
Commonwealth, As her-problems differ from those of
other parts of the Empire so too may her constitntion
take a form different from constitutions elsewhere. But I
am convineed that the path fo Federation is the path that
lecads to India’s  sure adyance. The constitutional
scheme that takes India on that road is a scheme well
worth the exercise of her best exertions.

With these words I leave you to your labours, and
it iy my earnest prayer that a Divine DProvidence may
in the momentous days that lie ahead of us, guide us all
in the discharee of otr several  responsibilities,

LAYING OF TIIE PFOUNDATION STONE OFF TIHEHE
IMPERTAL INSTITUTE OF AGRICULTURAL
RESEARCII AT NEW DELIT.

In laying the Foundation stones of the Imperial Institute
of Agricultural Research at New Delhi on the 19th Tebruary
1935, His Excellency the Vieeroy made the following
speeeh :(—

Ladies and Genitlenien~-Tt has been a very great
pleasure to Her Fxecelleney and myself to be present here
this afternoon—hut that pleasure is greatly mavred by the
regrettahle absence owing to indisposition of my old friend
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and colleague Sir Fazl-i-Husain, who has for lhe past five
vears had charge of the Department of Agriculture under
the Government of India. During the period of years
during which hie and 1 have been cl()selyi'assoeiated, he has
set on fool many projeets which havefor their purpose
the further improvement of the ceconomic eondition of all
those who are engaged in agriculture, and T trust he may
be spared to see the fruition of his efforts in the coming
years. 1 regret exceedingly that in a short time, owing
to the termination of his.period of offiee, [ shall be
deprived of his constant and valued assistance, but I am
delighted t) find mysell associated  with him today in
what [ hope will always be remembered as a perpetnal
memorial to his great work for the industry of agrieulture.
We are assisting at what. mightf be well deseribed as the
re-birth of u great institution. In its leng hisiory of 30
yvears, Pusa has rendered gyeat seeviees to Tndia. Many
irproved variefies of crops produced at Pusa are now
arpwn extensively over large fareds in the eonntry. Pusa
wheats ave famous not anly over the wheat-growing parts
oY Northern Tndia, but have also  achieved distinetion
sutside India, At its Sugarcane Sub-station at Coimbatore
varieties of sugarcanc have heen evolved which in their
vield and  disease-resisting  qualities have  rivalled the
famous canes of Java. During the Iast decade the train-
ing of pog-eraduate  students  has formed part of its
artivities, and since 1928 it has thrown out, what might
almost he 2alled, a daughter Tnstitnte of Animal Tlus-
handry and Dairving at Bangalore with Farms and Sub-
stations of its own. The workers at Pusa and its Sub-
stations have condueted research in alinost every branch of
agricultural science which has been of benefit to Tndia
and whose value has been recoenised by seientific institn-
tions all cver the world., But no institution, however
devoted its workers may be, can rise to the full height of
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its utility if it works in an atmosphere of isolation, and
this, as has already been rightly pointed out, has been
the great disability from which the Institute has so far
suffered. Perhaps in the early years of the present
century, this disadvantage was not so apparent ag it is
now. In recent years Indian opinion has demanded with
increasing insistence, and rightly so, that research insti-
tutions dealing with problems affecting the people should
be in living touch with the main streams of national life.
Here in Delhi, where at some {ime or other during the
year men from all parts of India; whose business is agri-
culture or commerce or —polities,  come together, he
Institute will find that living contact with Indian life
which it hag hitherto lacked.

Research is a long business, especially in the domain
of agrieultural science ; and it is an expensive business.
Tt is in the; fitness of things that Provinces, with their
well-developéd Departments of Agriculture with a long
history of achievement behind them, should be proud of
what they have done in this field by their own efforts.
At the same time there are problems of fuadamental
research whieh it is not possible for each Provinee, with
its comparatively limited resonrees, to undertake. Nor is
it advisable that in the Investigation of such problems
‘there should he duplication of affort and, therefore, waste
of energy and money. Progress of agricultural research
is retarded, and even prejudicially affected by lack of co-
ordination. Tn a countrv of the size of India where there
are several research centres far distant from each other,
it is particularly necessary that some machinery should
exist to secure interchange of ideas and co-ordination of
offort. These were some of the considerations that led
the Roval Commission on Agrienlture in Tndia to recom-
mend—and the Government of India to accept the recom-
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mendation—that a Central Couaneil of Agiricuitural
Researcit be established.  The Couneil has proved of con-
siderable utility to ‘he country at large during its short
period of existence, and reccived remarkable co-operation
from the Proviness. Similarly it is my hope that this
Institute, which we are inaugurating today, will be re.
garded by the Provinces as an integral part of their
agricultural organisation, and that they would refer to it
problems which are not of purely local interest or im-
portance and which they cousider suitable for investiga-
tion at 1 eentral plaee, T also hope that now that the
Institute will be more easily accessible, the isolation of the
past will give place to frequent interchange of visits
between the rescarch svorkers at the Institute and those
in the Uaiversities and in the Proviucial Depariments of
Agrienlture.\

1 have hinted at the yuickening, with the passage of
vears sivee Lord Curzon laid the Foundation stone of
the Institute at Pusa in 1905, of public interest in all
forms of research. T have also watched during the many
vears that I have spenf in Tndia the gradnal awakening
of a sense of rvesponsibility among the publie towards
institutions of public ntility. Government are discharg-
ing their responsibility for the welfare of the agricultural
population to the best of their ability, but the problems
of agriculural rvesearch in a country like India are so
vast that only a fringe of them can be touched by the
funds that Government are able to spare. [ can assure
vou that nothing wonld give me greater pleasure than te
see that in the financine of agricultaral researeh Gov-
smment effort is supplementied by private henefaction.
In this conneetion 1 mayv perhaps be permitted to throw
aut  a  sageestion.  Although the encrgies of an Agri-
eultural Researeh Tnstitute are largely directed to the
solution of speeifie prohleme in applied seience, questions
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oI purely scientific interest constantly arise in the course
of its work ; indeed it lLas often been found that, to
ecomplete the investigation of a particular problem of
practical importance, it is necessary io conduct research
of no inconsiderable magnitade on some purely scientific
issue. 1t is, therefore, desirable that such an iustitution
as this should constantly bear in mind the necessity for
close liaison with research workers in the various branclies
of pure science and that it should be able to offer {acilities
to additional seientific _workers, whose efforts would
supplement those of its permanent staff, Co-operation
for this purpose should be rendered possible to a greatly
enhanced extent at the new lnstitute, with its central
situation, its modern equipment and the existence of
amenities which were lacking at Pusa. But, while
the Institute may be able to offer the necessary faeilities
for the conduct of research in its luboratories, some system
of research fellowships will he needed in order that ex-
perienced scientifie workers may find it financially possible
to devote time to such problems. A number of young
men return every vear from FEurope and Amevica after
taking Research Degrees, but many of them do not at
once find the employment adapted to the full utilisation
of their training, Any scheme which would make it
possible for some of the best of themn to devote their abilities
to agricultural rescarch would he of real benefit to India.
This is a direction in which private philanthropy eould
largely help by endowing, as in other progressive countries,
Research Fellowships tenable at the Central Tnstitute.

I shall not detain yon any longer. I am fully con-
fident that Tndia, which is a predominantly agrieultural
country, will derive material gain and benefit of real
value from the Tnstitute which T have great pleasure in
inaugurating today.
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COUNTISS OF DUFFERIN FUND JUBILEE.

Her lxeelleney the Countess of Willingdon presided over
the Coantess of Dufferin Fund Jubilee on 7th March 1935 and
read the following messages ;-

From MHer Majesty the Queen :—
Buckingham Palace.

I have learned with great pleasure that Your
Excellency will preside in Mareh at the Jubilee Meeting
of the tCountess of Dufferin’s Fund, of which 1 am
Patroness,

I wonld wish to take this opportnnity of asking you
to express to those prescut at this auspicious Meeting my
continued keen interest in all that = affects the welfare
and happiness of the ¥und, and fo convey to one and
all my warm thanks for their loyal and ever ready
support of the great movement which for fifty years has
rendered invaluable help to the Women of Tndia.

May all success attend- the labours of the Fund in
the future, as in the past.

Mary R. L
From Dowager Marchioness of Dufferin and Ava —

19, TEpWORTH SQUARE,
S, W.-3.
14th February 1935.

Her Excellency the Tady Willingdon has kindly
given e this opportunity of addressing a few words to
the Central Council in the Jubilee Year of that which
ig still known as the Dufferin Fund.

The National Association for Supplying Medical Aid
by Women to the Women of Tndia was founded in 1885—
and as T look back to the initial difficulties which the
Association had to face, T now realise more clearly than

7th  March
1935.
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I have hitherto done that, except for the generous
financial aid supplied, the actual suecess of the Move-
ment is due to the unexpected way in which the Indian
Women came forward to take up niedicine as a profes-
sion.  From that time the supply of students has never
failed, though it must have required remarkable courage
and determination in those young women who elected to
leave their home and the sunny climate of their own land
to study in the more gloomy atmosphere of English,
Seoteh  and Trish  Medieal Schools, and finally to take
English qualifications and-wplace on the English Medieal
Register,

These ploneer women had their reward when in 1913
the Indian Government established a Women’s Medical
Service for 25 fully qualified Wonien doectors, a number
which has now been luereased to 50. Thus has their
achievement been erowned, and I think they may further
claima the Lady Hardinge OCollege as a result of their
professional zeal and sucecess.

At this College Tndian Women students can now
qualify, and it is greatly to their advantage that they
can do so in their own country, though T trust that the
system which has been so suceessful these last b0 years
will eontinue to be followed to a certain extent. Tndian
Women students can now gualify in India, but that they
should spend some time in Great Britain so as to acquaint
themselves with the methods, the equipment, the dis-
¢ipline of our older established Hospitals is, T am sure,
very desirable for them.

T must also express a fervent hope that fully qualified
Tndian and English women doctors working in sisterly
and professional friendship will for many a long year
share the ereat work which remains to be aecomplished.
Fifty years is, after all, but a heginning of that which
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this Naticmal Association sct out to do, namely, to supply
every woraan in Indiag with all that medieal skill ecan do
for her health and for that of her children.

As President of the United Kingdom Braneh of the
Dufferin Fund I retain a link  with the work of the
Association which 1 greatly value, and with all my heart
T wish it God spced.

Harior DUFFERIN AND Ava,

His Iixcellency the Viceroy thereafter made the following
speech -

Your Ewxcelloncy, Ladies and Gentlemen,—OL the
many invitations [ have received to speak on public
necasions, 1 can recall hardly any which I have accepted
with greater good-will than that whiech brings me here
to address you today. The present is your fiftieth
Atnual General Meeting and 8o marks the Jubilee of
the Countess of Dufferin’s IFund, which you are met
here to celebrate.  Let me assure you, at the outset, that
it gives me the greatest pleasuwe to be able to be here
today and to share your legitimate feelings of satisfac-
tion and pride on so notable and auspicious an oceasion.

Fifty vears is a long time in the ;}life of any organisa-
tion, and its completion affords a natural opportunity
for those who compose it to east an eye not only back-
wards on the past but forwards on the future. In the
case of a henevolent society sueh as yours, that process
ean bring vou no searchings of heart or conscience, for
vour labours have been devoted wholly to the alleviation
of suffering among the women of Tndia at large ; and
if there i lissatisfaction at all, it can only he that your
rogonrees Tor suneh publie serviee have not always been
adequate to the immense field of opportunity confront-
ing you. Mven {hat dissatisfaction, moreover, can only



104 Speeches by the Earl of Willingdon.

Countess of Dufferin Fund Jubilee.

serve, on such an occasion as this, to stimulate your
minds to consider how wyou ecan, In the new era opening
up before you, cxtend, and, if possible, improve upon,
the great record of public service for which India owes
you so much, and of which I today am glad to be able to
make public and unstinted acknowledgment,

Your Society has the unique honour of having as
ity Patron the Queen-Kumpress ot India, and, as its Lady
President, the wife of the Vieeroy for the time being.
That assoviation of names and offices is far from being
fortuitous or meaningless.  On the contrary, it has both
historieal interest and  present-day. significance. When
the Countess of Dufferin came out {o India as the wife
of the then Vieeroy, shie was specially charged by Queen
Victoria to do all that  might be possible to help her
daughters, the women ol India, in theiv hour of need.
Queen Vietoria had been told, during personal inter-
views, by fwo [amous  pioneer medical women,
Dr. Elizabeth DBiclby :ind  Dr. Mary Scharlieb, of the
terrible and tnrelicved  sufferings of Indian  women
during sickness. So well did T.ady Dufferin carry out
the wishes of her  Sovereign and so great was the
enthusiasm she brought to her task, that in three years
she eollected in Tndis seven  lakhs of rupees, of which
five and a half were invested in buildings, erants-in-aid
and seholarship. Diwing the same period the Tnited
Kingdom Branch colleeted three lakhs of rupees. Your
records hear witness how devotedly Lady Dufferin
laboured for the Fynd during the whole five yvears of
her stay in this counfry. Over your meetings which
were held onee a week, Her Excellency, as a rule, pre-
sided. Tt is not the least of vour reasons for rejoicing
todayv that this lady of beloved and revered memory is
still amongst vour most active workers and is able to
preside at meetings of the United Kingdom Branch. I
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am glad to know that your message of jubilee greetings,
which shie has so well earned, must be now in her hands.
In that homage and gratitude your founder will find a
reward which many may envy but none will grudge her.
It is not too much to say that the sueccessors of Queen
Vietoria and Lady Dufferin have faithfully followed the
high example set them, and have been unwearied in their
efforts to see {hat there should be no slackening or
falling-cff. The messages of congratulation and greeting
from Hewy Majesty and Lady Dufferin, to which you must
have listened with so much pleasure, show that the trust
handed down from eally days is in capable and willing
hands. How well that truost has been always discharged
the meesing at which we are present here today furnishes
evidence of a kind that is not open to dispute.

The first general meeting of the Fund was held in
Caleutta in January 1886.  On that occasion His Execel-
lency the Karl of Dufferin and Ava presided and made
a memcrable speech.  One sentence frowm it is worth my
repeatirg here :—

“ The sickness of a man indeed may mean loss of
emplovment and :any distressing eonsequences to him ;
put the ill-health of the women of a houschold is tanta-
mount to perpetual domestic  wretehedness and discom-
fort as well as a degradation in the strength and virility
of subsequent generations 7.

Thege are arresting words, and T have no reason to
think that their import is lost on you any more today
than it was on your predecessors in the past, or will be
on your suceessor: in the future.

This is no oecasion on which to weary you with
statistieal details as to the progress and success of your
work, though in this case they have a vital human
interesr denied to many other fields of activity. When
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your Fund came into existence 50 years ago, it was truly
said that unless you provided women doctors, a large
portion of the women of India must go without doetors
at all. It is worth while to mention, then, that, whereas
50 years ago the Assoeiation knew of only 24 women
doetors praetising in the whole of India and Burma, we
have 50 years later 26 qualified women working in the
Zenana hospitals of Delhi and New Delhi alone. The
Association of Medical Women in India now has about
300 members, and it is reasonably certain that there ean-
not be less than 700 registered women doctors in the
country. The progress in the medical education of
women during the 50 years of your existenece provides
solid ground for present satisfaction and future hope,
and for this result the pioneer work done by the Coun-
tess of Dufferin’s Fund deserves its full measure of
credit. Tt is difficult to overstate the changes that have
resulted. As medical knowledge and the art of nursing
grew, prejudices were broken down and women patients
came forward in evcr-increasing'number to claim relief.
We have here in New  Delhi & notable monument to
progress in the shape of the Liady Hardinge Medical
College for Women, which apfly shows how earnestly
supply has endeavoured to keep pace with demand. The
pity is that funds have not been available in proportion.
The year 1914 saw the institution of the Women’s
Medieal Service, financed by a grant from the Govern-
ment of India, but as an integral part of the Dufferin
Fund. This has assured to the Dufferin Hospitals a
staff of highly qualified medical women and has effected
a great improvement in nursing and equipment, while
the financial ‘relief so afforded has enabled local com-
mittees to devote their money to other needed improve-
ments. The broad facts may be left to speak for them-
selves. Suffice it to say that in 1914 there were 13,271
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patients in hospitals staffed by W. M. 8. women, while
in 1933 the fizure was 47,507,

And row as to the future, which is largely dependent
on finanec. Your Society in common with others, has
suffered heavily from the decline in the rate of interest
=arned by your securities. The Government of India,
beset with their own financial difficulties, were compelled
to cut down their graut to you by Rs. 40,000 per annum.
The loss was inevitable, but T confess 1 ean think of few
causes which, with the advent of better times, should
have a stronger claim-than yours on Government’s im-
proved finances. But it will not.be enough to bring
things up to the former staudard. There must be ex-
pansion, ctherwise there is the risk of slackening and
deterioration.  Your mneeds are many—rebuilding of
hospitals, more officers, better cquipment, and improved
facilities for training—all these cry aloud for support.
I am happy to think that your Assoclation has been
specially selected as one-of the beneficiaries of the King-
Emperor’~ Jubilee Fund, for which I have recently
launched. an appeal, and of which your Lady I'resident
is acting as Chief Organiser. It is my éarnest wish and
hope that the heartiness of the response to that appeal
will be commensurate with the excellence of the objects
to which rthe procecds will be devoted, and will enable
vou in the years to come to surpass even the 50 years of
devoted and admirable publie work which you are proud
to be able to put to your credit today.

It remnains for me only to deliver to you a brief but
heartfelt message on this notable oceasion., On behalf
of all the suffering thonsands of Tndia's women who have
henefited from your A0 years of work, et me say a very
sincere ‘‘ Thank You '’ for the past, and an equally
earnest ** God Speed ’’ for the future. No good ecitizen
will wish to offer you less either in the way of thanks
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or good wished. In these days of enthusiasm for
democracy and .democratic institutions, it is not out of
place to remember how abreast of the times you always
have been in this respect. Anyone who chooses to pay
the modest sum of Rs. 5 per annum ig entitled to attend
your Annual General Meeting and to vote on your pro-
ceedings and policy. MHere surely is a truly democratic
institution which deserves far wider support than it has
yet found, the more so as it labours disinterestedly and
unweariedly for the public.good in a way to which few
others can lay claim. [f the duties and responsibilities
of democracy were kept as mueh before the public mind
as its sapposed privileges, youw would have less cause to
complain of lack of public sympathy or of the finanecial
support which you so urgently need for the increasing
demands which are bound to be made on you. These
demands, I cannot doubt, will be met in the same high
and humane spirit which has animated you during your
whole public life of 50 years. Tiet me once more offer
you my sincere thanks for the pasi, my earnest good
wishes for the future and my warm congratulations on
the attainment of your Jubilee.

LAYING OF THE FOUNDATION STONE OF THE
MASONIC TEMPLE, NEW DELHL

His FExeelleney the Viceroy made the following speech al
the Laying of the Foundation Stone of the Masonic Temple,
New Delhi, on the 4th April 1935 —

Right Worshipful District Grand Muaster, Worshipful
Brother President and Brethren,~-It is unnecessary for
me to say more than a very few words on this interesting
oceasion after listening to the admirable speech which
has just been delivered by our Worshipful Brother
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President who has given ux the reasons for the ineeption
of the scheme of building a Masonic Temple in New Delhi,

But this I can say with all sincerity, that 1 am very
grateful for this opportunity of meeting brother Masons
here today, gratcful too that you have thought well to
give me the principal part in the ceremony which we are
met to perform this atternoon.

1 am probably one of the oldest Masons among thig
company, but it is true that owing to other ocecupations
I have had little time to take much active and executive
part during the 35 yeiars sinee my initiation in all those
matters that pertain to the craft,

But 1 am a sincere supporier of this great institution
to which we belong and whose influence and activities
have done much in it endeavours to attain peace and
goodwill to the world at large, and sympathy and help to
many who are in diffienity and trouble.

Above all I am glad to be present for the reason that
the first principle of Pree Masonry is loyalty to our
Sovereign, that there is no racial diserimination amongst
us, and that we can all meet together whatever our race or
colour for the common purpose of striving to secure betier
understanding and a bond of unity among all people,
friendship and mutual trust between our races in India,
which is a purpose for which I have always striven,

You have told us, Brother President, that already the
sum of Rs. 80,000 has been reccived from generous friends
towards the erection of this building. May I express the
gineere hepe that shortly you will be able to secure the
full amount that you require in order thal you may raise
a building on this site, which will be an adornment to
our Capital City, a worthy Temple in which for long years
in the futnre will be earried on the great service of Free
Masonry.
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HIS EXCELLENCY THE VICEROY’S ADDRESS TO THE
TROOPS AT QUETTA.
5th July 1935. His Excellency the Vieervy read the following message
from His Majesty the King-Emperor prior to addressing the
troops at Quetta on Friday, the 5th July 1935 (—

““ From all accounts I have received of disaster at
Quetta, I have been deeply impressed by measures
taken with such promptitude and efficiency to
relieve distress and help sufferers. Please eonvey
to all conecrned, both men and women, my heartielt
thanks and admiration for their splendid efforts in
meeting such awful tragedy.’’

The Vieeroy then made the following speech :—

General Karslake, Officers, Non:('ommissioned Officers
and men of the Quetty Garrison,~1 consider it a very real
privilege today to have this opportunity of paying my
tribute to you all in my position of Governor-General of
India for the diseipline, econrage and devotion to duty you
have shown during the past' few weeks since that night
when, with appalling suddenness, the city of Quetta and
the surrounding areas were overwhelmed by an earthquake
shock whieh caused a loss of Tife and destruction of pro-
perty probably without parallel in the history of our
country. This is not the time or occasion for me to refer
to splendid efforts of both men and women to undertake
any duty or service for the relief of the sufferers and
refugees. My purpose today is to give a short message
to every officer and man who is on parade.

I wish to express, as head of the Government of
India, my most deep and grateful thanks to you, one and
all, for your splendid service at this awful crisis. It ecan
truly be said that the Army in India, both British and
Indian, has once again proved itself worthy of its history
and tradition.

I should like to add this one word in eonclusion. Tt
is difficult to refer to particular individuals when all have
done so well. But this morning I think I may make
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special wention of ome name, that of your Commanding
Officer tdeneral Karvslake, and thank him on behalf of the
Government of India for displaying a spirit of leadership
which gave confidence to all who worked under him and
for showing a power of initiative and organisation which
diminished the dangers of the very mueh graver conse-
quences which might have resulted from this terribly
sudden eatastrophe.

HIS EXCELLENCY TIIE VICEROY’S ADDRESS 0O
No. {Il1 INDIAN WING ORTHE ROYAIL AIR FORCE
AT KARACHI.

His Jixeelleney the Vieceroy in addressing the No., IIT Indian 7th July 1935.
Wing of the Royal Aiv Fovee af Karachi, on the 7th July 1935,
made the following speeeh :—-=

Wing Commander Slessor, Officers and Airmen of
No. IIT Indian Wing,—I am very glad to have this
opportunity today of paying my tribute to youn all, in
my position as Governor-General of India, for the way in
which yon faced your recent terrible experiences iu
Quetta. I deplore very deeply the heavy casualties suffered
by No. IIT Indian Wing of the Royal Air Force, and 1
sympathise with you sincerely in the loss of your
comrades

Notwithstanding the nerve-shattering experience in
which yoar branch of the Service suffered more heavily
than any other, the way in which you met and overcame
the effects of the catastrophe was magnificent. I have
been told of the rapidity with which yon set to work io
extricate your eomrades from the ruins of your quarters,
and subsequently to save property from the wreckage.
The speed with which you got your damaged Aireraft
into action again was remarkable and proved of the
greatest value. The Government of India are truly
grateful for the splendid service which the Aireraft in
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Quetta gave in reporting the condition of outlying districts
immediately after the Karthquake, in Hying emergent
requirements to Quetta, and in evacuating casualties.

Those of you who ave married have been parted from
your families, beeause unfortunately it is impossible to
provide accommodation for them at present. As one who
during long years of public serviee has always realised
Low important, how necessary it is to have his wife at his
side, I assure you that I and my Government are fully
alive to the situation, and we will do what we can to relieve
this hardship as soon as it is possible,

Liet me express to you all in conelusion my admira-
tion of the fine spirit you have displayed throughout the
disaster, and warmly ¢ongratulate vou on maintaining to
the full that spirit of eourage und initiative which has
always been a tradition of your Service.

ADDRESS OF WELCOME FROM THE ALLAHABAD
MUNICIPAL BOARD.

24th July His Excellency the Vieeroy received an Address of Welcome
1035 from the Allahabad Municipal Board on the 24th July 1935 and
replied in the following terms :—

Members of the Allahabad Municipal Board,—It has
given Lady Willingdon and myself peeuliar pleasure to
receive today the address of welcome which you have
presented te us on the ocecasion of our first visit to your
important and historie town. Not ounly does your address
weleome us in very charming terms but I observe with
gratitude that you have been most considerate in avoiding
controversial and intricate problems with which in the
short time at my disposal T should have found difficulty
in dealing. [t is a matter of genuine regret to both of us
that we have not been able to devole more than the inside
of a day to a city which most certainly deserves a longet
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visit but short as our stay is we are more than glad that
i has permitted us to receive your address and to have
an opportunity of meeting the prominent non-officials to
whom Is entrusted the responsible task of caring for ihe
comfort and welfare of the townspeople. That
responsibility I learn your Board has been discharging with
honesty and integrity of purpose and above all in an
atmosphere generally unclouded by friction or internal
dissension. I know of nothing that clogs so disastrously
the machinery of administration as internal jealousies and
disharmony, and I sincerely trust, gentlemen, that you
will long preserve the reputation which you are happy in
possessing for harmony and concord. The shadow of
communal dissension and ill-will is hunging at this moment
over Irdia and it is the duty of all those who have the
welfare of their land at heart to show eourage, wisdom
and above all tolerance towards all men so that this evil
niiasma may be dispelled and India may enter on her
new constitution with the omens favourable and the course
set fair. [ appeal to you all, and through you to the
citizens of a great city, to Join hands with those who are
striving for the country’s good in creating better feelings
and greator concord among the eommunities of India.
Never in her history was there greater need for such united
offort.

You refer with pride to the amenities which this ecity
of Allahabad ean offer and to the prominent place which
it cecupies among the eities of Tndia, and, gentlemen, I
helieve that your pride is justified. The importance of
vour town has been enhanerd. ns yon have remarked, by
the establishment of the Bamrauli Aerodrome, and although
vour pride may be tinged with sadness for those
reasons to which von have made deliente allusion in your
address, von ean rejoice in the thonght that yon are eitizens
of no mean city. a great University centre, a seat of learn-



114 Speeches by the Earl of Willingdon.

His Excellency the Viceroy’s Address to the Combined Legisla-
tures,

ing and a home of that literary and scientifie culture for
which India has long been renowned.

Gentlemen, once again [ thaunk yvou most sineerely for
the genuine welcome you have given us and for an address
which believe me, we huave very deeply appreciated. If it
should be my fortune to visit this town onee more hefore
I leave these shores, I am confident that T shall find that
clean hearth and clear fire which vou have promised me.

In econclusion | gratefully acknowledge the senti-
ments of devotion and loyalty to His Majesty to which
vou have given much feeling expression.

HIS EXCELLENCY THI VICEROY'S ADDRESS TO THEL
COMBINED LEGISLATURES.

521;1'5105,;‘;’“' His Excellency the Vieeroy addressed the Members of hoth
** Houses of the Legislature on Monday, the 16th September 1935,
in the following terms :—

Gentlemen,—Once again it is my privilege as Vieeroy
to address Hon’ble Members of bhoth ITouses and to give
a brief review of the general conditions affecting India, but
before doing so, I wish to make a brief rveference of a
personal character.

Before I shall have an opportunity of addressing you
again, my Government will have said farewell to a valued
colleague, and the Upper House to one of its most dis-
tinguished Members. Field-Marshal Sir Philip Chetwode’s
term of office as Commander-in-Chief has been one of the
most eventful within living memory for the Army in Tndia,
and I cannot let this opportunity pass without paying my
heartfelt tribute to the value af the outstanding services
that he has rendered to India.
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In addressing the Members of the Legislative Assembly
in January last 1 expressed the hope that Loeal Govern-
fiencs and local Commitices would receive the support of
all communities in celebrating the 25th anniversary of the
accession of Ilis Majesty the King-Emperor to the Throne,
and that the Princes and people of India would once more
give proof of their devotion to the Crown and of their
sympathy for those in need by vresponding to my
sppeal on behalf of a I'und to commemorate the occasion
in an appropriate manner; 1L am glad to be able today
to acknowledge how magnificently my expectations have
been fulfilled. Irom every part of India my Govern-
ment reccived reports of the genuine and spontaneous
exhibitions of enthusiasm which accompanied the Jubilee
Celebrations not only in the larger towns but also in small
and remote villages. The efforts of a few misguided people
here and there to mar the occasion only served to show
how few such persons were, and how out of sympathy
with the general spirit of the people of India, who every-
where were eager to show their loyalty and devotion to the
Crown. The respouse to my Appeal has been equally
gratifying and it is evidence of the genervosity of the
Prineces and people of India that the total collections for
the Silver Jubilee Fund amount to the splendid sum of
over Rs. 125 lakhs. This resuit conld not have been
achieved without good organisation and much well-directed
efforts, and to all those, throughout the length and breadth
of the Tand, who have contributed in any way to the
cuecess of the Fand T aceord my grateful thanks. 1t will,
T am certain, be a cause of great satisfaction to His
Majesty the King-Emperor to know that his Silver Jubilee
will for all time be associated in India with so great an
increase in the resources of institutions whieh bring relief
to those in sickness and distress.
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I now turn to Foreign Affairs, As regards Nepal, 1
would only say that 1934 added still another year to the
long tale of unbroken friendship and mutual confidence
which are traditional between India and this her only
asiatic neighbour within the Himalayan wall,

In another fronticr fleld there are interesting develop-
ments to record. As the result of an agreement coneluded
with His Highness the Maharaja of Kashmir in March
last, the Civil and Military Administration of the trans
Indus portion of the (Gilgit Wazarat was taken over by
the Government of India on the 1st of last month, The
change, without diminishing the suzerain rights of Ilis
Highness, places undivided local eontrol in the hands of
the Government of India on an important sector of the
Indian frontier. I am happy to be in a position to assure
the House that the reorganisation has been completed
without additional expenditure to Indian revenues.

Beyond the Gilgit frontier stands Sinkiang or Chinese
Turkestan, the westernmost Province of China. In this
Provinee the situation continues to be obscure and un-
certain. My Government learnt with concern of the
distress caused by the recent civil turmoil in this friendly
and important Provinee and the ensuing dislocation of the
ancient commerce between India and China by the
Karakoram passes, The Indian traders in Sinkiang have
unfortunately suffered much hardship aud loss both to
life and property, but there are signs that the efforts of
His Majesty’s Consulate at Kashgar in their behalf are
bearing fruit. Indeed one of the most affecting tributes
of loyalty to the King-Emperor came from these very
traders, who despite all hardships and losses in this
distant land combined to contribute a sum of several
thonsand mpees to His Majesty’s Silver Jubilee fund.
Our sympathies are with the local Sinkiang authorities
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and with the Central Chinese Government in their task of
maintaining order and control, a matter of no little neigh-
bourly woncern to India.

My Government have under active consideration the
question of the improvement of trade facilities between
tndin aud Afghanistan in the light of the report of the
Prade Delegation wineh visited that eountry from India
in the spring of last year. 1n particular it is our desire,
i possible, to devise means ol lessening the diffieulties to
Indian Trade created by the reeent adoption by the Afghan
Government of & sState frade monopoly system.

His Majesty’s Government and the Government of
India bave special relations of long standing with the
mdependent rulers of the States on the Arab Coast of the
Persian Gulf and have aceepted special responsibilities
towards them. In order to strengthen these ties and in
view of the faet that the Arab Coast has acquirved a new
and increasing importance as a result of the establish-
nient of the Imperial Airways route on that coast and of
reeent conunercial developments, His Majesty’s Govern-
ment, with the eoncurrence of His Exeellency the Shaikh
of Bahrain, have now transferred to Bahrain their naval
stations hitherto existing at Ilenjam and Basidu, 1lis
Higline s the Sultan of Muscat, Their Excellencies the
Shaikhs of Knwait and Bahrain, and certain of the Trueial
Coast Shaikhs have eoncluded agreements with the British
Govermment, which facilitate the passage of the aireraft
which form a link of ever-inercasing importance in the
Empire chain of commnnications—a link in which the
Govermnent of Tndin have a vital interest. T shall always
rememher with pleasure my mectings with certain of the
Arnh ralers in the eourse of my recent journeys by air
through their territories. Their lovalty to their ancient



118 Speeches by the Earl of Willingdon.

His Excellency the Viceroy’s Address to the Combined Legisla-
tures,

associations with the British Government and the Govern-
ment of India was on that oceasion expressed in the most
marked maaner, and they may rest assured that no Viceroy
in India can tai to have their interest at heart.

The frontier Provinee of Baluchistan has been the
focus of world-wide sympathy on account of the terrible
earthquake which, as Hon’ble Members are aware,
recently overtook the city of Quetta and the surrounding
areas and which caused a loss of life and destruetion of
property probably unprecedented- in the history of this
country. The outstanding feature of the secene of suffer-
ing and devastation that followed this catastrophe was
the prompt and effective maoner in which the troops of
the Quetta Garrison—officers and men—were organised
for relief and rescue work. | I had the privilege of paying
them all my personal tribute of admiration during my
recent visit to Quetta. [ now take this opportunity again
of expressing on behalf of the Government of India and
myself our heartfelt sympathy with all those who have
suffered and our deep gratitude to those, including the
various relief organisations, who have spared no efforts
to alleviate their suffering and losses ; and in this con-
nection T wish particularly to bring publiely to your
notice the magnificent work that was done by the ladies
of Quetta for whose untiring and devoted service it is
diffieult to find words of sufficient praise and appreeiation,
I must also make mention of the most generous way in
which Loecal Governments, particularly of the Punjab,
Bombay and the North-West Frontier Province, have
responded to our appeal for help with staff. money and
medical and other facilities, and we are indebted to them
and their officers for the efficient organisations set up by
them for the reception and relief of refugees. My very
sincere thanks are also due for the generous and world-
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wide sympathy thut has been shown in response to my
appeal for funds. [t is cvident that the damage which
has been caused amounts to several crores of rupees, and
we shall neced all the money we can colleet if we are to
be able efectively to relieve the thousands who have been
rendered homeless and destitute.

The problem of the delimitation of the undemarcated
frontier hetweea Dnrma and China to whieh 1 referred
when I last addve<sed this House has advanced a stage
nearer to solution. As-the result of an agreement reached
between Ilis Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom
and the Government of India on the onme hand and the
Chinese Government on the otlier hand by an Exchange
of Notes, a Joint Boundary Commission, with a neutral
Chairman nominated hy the League of Nations, has been
appointed to determine’ the Southern section of the
vndemarcated boundary between Burma and Yunnan.
The League has been fortunate in securing the services
of Colonel Iselin of the Swiss Army as Chairman of the
Commission. This offieer has the experience of having
successfully and impartially dJdetermined the frontier
betwean Irag and Syria, and is thus particularly well
qualified to preside over the labours of the Commission
on the Indo-Chinese frontier. The Commission hopes to
assemble by the 1st DNecemher next and start operations
immediately.

Whilst on the subject of Burma I would remind
Ion’ble Members that when T addressed them in Jannary
last, T mentioned that the question of the trade relations
between India and Burma after separation was the
subject of conversations between my Government and
the Gnvernment of Burma. These negotiations have now
been concluded and the acreement which has heen reached
has been embodied in the Draft Orders in Council which
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were recently published for general information. These
Draft Orders will in due course be laid before Parliament
in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution Aet,
and it would perhaps be inappropriate at this stage to
discuss them in any detail. I would, however, say thal
they represent the agreed opinions of my Government and
of the Government of Burma as to the régime which is
best caleculated to create an atmosphere in which the two
countries may, during the period of transition, soberly and
dispassionately consider the problems of their future rela-
tions.

I am aware of the deep interest which Hon’ble
Members have consistently evinced, since the legislation
of last year, in the position of Indians in Zanzibar. The
general question is still the subject of diseussion between
the Secretary of State for India and the Secretary of State
for the Colonies. The decision of the Secretary of State
for the Colonies that, if specific cases of hardship alleved
to have resulted from the operation of the Cloves Decrees,
are brought loeally to the mnotice of the Government of
Zanzibar, they will be most carefully investigated by that
Government and, if necessary, brought to the notice of
the Secretary of State for the Colonies has already been
announced. Al that T can do at this stage is to assure
Hon ble Members of the uneeasing vigilance and solicitude
of my Government.

Hon’ble Members will remember that in the course
of my last address to the two Houses of the Central
Leeislature T referred to the outeome of Mr. Menon’s
enquiries regarding the probable effects of the Marketing
Bill. which had heen gazetted in Kenva, on the interests
of Indians. His report has since heen published together
with the comments of the Governors of Kenva, Uganda and
TPanganyika. I also informed Hon’ble Members that in
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Kenya Governmeat had agreed to defer progress with
the Bill pending consideration of Mr. Menon’s report. It
was not ;o be expeeted that legislation, which bhad already
been awvnounced on the lines of that existing in
the sister territories of Uganda and Tanganyika, and of
whicli the primary object was to Improve methods of
marketing, would be abandoned. The Government of
India, thuerefore, bent their efforts to seeuring such amend-
ments in the Bill as would reduce the hardships and
remove the apprehensions of the Indian trading community
in Kenya. The provision of the DBill which evoked
the livelisst criticism was that relating to the grant of
exclusive licences. It was feared that if, as was originally
propesed, the Governor in Council was entitled to issue
exclusive licences without reference to the Legislative
Council, there would be neither sufficient publicity nor
adequate opportunity for discussing the guestion whether
the icsne of such licences was necessary or justified. In
order to meet this objection the CGovernment of Kenya
have iuserted a provision in the Bill to the effect that the
application of the principle of an exclusive licence to any
particular type of produce shall be effected by motion in
the Legisiative Couneil after 14 days’ notice has been
given. Apart from the question of exclusive licences, the
chief anxiety of Tndians was that the number of buying
centres micht he undnly restricted, and that they might
he located at inconvenient distances from existing markets.
In this respeet the Government of Kenya had agreed to
give an assuranee that all important markets existing at
present would be declared as buying centres. Tt is under-
stood that the Government of Kenya have gone further
and have inserted an amendment in the Bill itself pro-
viding that trading centres will automatically be markets
under the Ordinance, Certain subsidiary amendments.
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such as the provision that reasons for the refusal to grant
or renew a licence shall be recorded in writing, have also
been effected. Above all a categorical assurance has been
given both by the Colonial Office and by the Govern-
ment of Kenya that the Bill is not racial in its intention
and will not be racial in its operation. These are
important safeguards. As Hon’ble Members are aware,
the Secretary of State for the Colonies has agreed that the
Bill should not be brought into operation until he Lus
had an opportunity of considering it as passed, if neeces-
sary, in consultation with the Seceretary of State for
India. 'The way is, therefore, still open to further repre-
sentations by us, should these become necessary.

A subject of considerable general interest and
importance on which 1 should like to dwell is the activitics
of the Indian Research I'und Association. The Associa-
tion depends for its agtivities primarily on funds provided
by Government. The Central Legislature is represented
on its Governing Body by two members elected by the
Legislative Assembly and ome member cleeted by the
Council of State, but I am not sure whether the nature
or extent of the work done by the Association are widely
known. This must be my excuse for referring to the
subject.

T think T am correct in saying that the Association
which was founded in 1911 was the first organisation of
its kind to be constituted in the British Empire ; the
Medical Research Couneil in Eugland was started ouly
during the Great War. An increasing degree of public
interest is bheing directed towards the graver discases
which affliet our country, such as Malaria, Kala-azar and
Cholera. In Kala-azar notable success has been achieved
through investigations made by a special Commission
appointed by the Association and through anecillary
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enquiries which it partly financed. As a result, this
discase which at one time scemed so menacing a problem
in the Bastern parts of India may now be said to have
been brought definitely under control. During more
recent vears the problems associated with cholera have
been re:eiving intensive study, and I am informed that
there i» counsiderable hope that the enquiries now being
carried out will throw mew light on many of the puzzling
features of this formidable epidemic disease. Malaria is
a diseasz of more widespread incidence and presents more
varied problems. I need hardly remnind Hon’ble Members
that it was an officer of the Indian Medical Service
who discovered how the disease is transmitted and thereby
pointed out the course of subsequent investigation. It
is, therefore, in the fitness of things that India shouid
continu: to take a leacling part in the investigation of
malarial problems. The Malaria Survey of India organised
by the Indian Rescarch Fund Association has been at work
for yeurs past and has-achieved notable results. As an
illustration of its activities T may add that, at the moment,
cne of its partics is engaged in a survey of Quetta and
its environments where malaria has been, and is, one of the
major problems of publie health, '

All of us, perhaps, arce familiar by now with the term
“ deficieney disease”> and all that it connotes. The
Research Fund Association has been for long cognisant
of its fundamental importance and among its most notable
achievelaents are the researches in nutrition carried ont
in Cootwoar by Sir Rohert MeCarrison who has earned a
world-wide reputation and has brought eredit to himself
and to India. The results of researches earried out under
the auspices of the Association are published from time
1o time in the Indian Journal of Medical Research and the
Records of the Malaria Survey—--publications issued under
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its authority--but for the convenience of the general public
non-technieal articles are also issued periodically to the lay
press.

The account that I have given of the aetivities of
the Association has had to be brief. It must not be
regarded as cxhaustive. Buf if it should serve to focus
interest on a branch of rescarch whieh is of the utmost
importance to the welfare of the country, my objeet will
have been served. For interest begets sympathy and
sympathy encouragement. The lot of the research worker
is often to miss both, hecause of the highly teehnical nature
of his investigation and the comparative infrequency
of dramatie discoveries. But these latter, when they
come, are the culmination of years of patient toil by men
whose normal reward is oulv the satisfaction that comes
of duty conseientionsly done. Our more enlightened age
should at least lend them the eneouragement of a publie
consciousness of the essentially eumulative charaeter of
scientifie discovery.

Hon’ble Members will he ‘interested to hear of a
recent decision taken by my Government about the disposal
of our surplus stocks of quinine. Although PPubliec Health
is a transferrved PProvineial subject. the Government of
India decided, some time ago, that they should maintain
a reserve of 150,000 lbs. of this drug in order to meet
possible emergencies. The recent distressing experience
of Ceylon where the incidence of Malaria on an unpre-
cedented scale last year rapidly depleted locally avail-
able supplies has emphasised the wisdom of this deecision.
The surplus to which T have referred represents the stock
of quinine in the possession of the Government of India
over and above this reserve. The question of its disposal
has been engaging the .attention of my Government for
some time past, Considering the constitutional position,
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we were under no obligation to distribute it to Ia
Governments below the prevailing market rates. Ne
theless in 1932 Loeal Governments were offered suppl
in addition to their normal annual requirements, a
price lower than the cosi of produetion, so that they n
ke cnabled to extend “f quininisation 7 of the people a
smaller cost than would be ineurred if these additio
requirements were obtained at ecurrent market pric
This scheme fell through mainly because Loecal Gove
menis fouad themoelves wmable to buy the entire surp
steek w.th sufficient rapidity even at the reduced pri
The Government of India then endeavoured, with the f
consent of past Public Accounts Committees, to sell tl
curplus to trade agenzics, not with a view to financ
profit brt in order to convert into eash a commodity f
which there was no effeetive official demand and th
make available funds that might be utilised for some w:
ful purpose of publie benefit.  These efforts not havii
met with appreciable zuccess, it was decided recently
distribute 45,000 1bs. free to Local Governments subje
to the condition that this smmount will be distributed fr
over and above the gnantities which Tocal Governmen
may now be distributing at their expense. The amout
whieh is proposed to be distributed comes to more tha
half the available surplus, which at the end of June la:
was only 79,000 lbs. and represents, at the current marke
rrice of quinine, a zift of Rs. 10 lakhs to the Provinece
It is hoped that the bulk of this will reach the masse
in the rural areas aad supplement. in the field of publi
health, the ascistance that the contribution of ome eror
announced by the Hen’ble Finanee Member during hi
last budget speech was designed to provide towards rura
reconstruction.

You will, I think, expeet me to make some mentior
of a matter which, particularly at the present time, is of
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great public interest. I refer to India’s foreign trade.
Nine months ago I veniured to express some degree of
cautious optimism in spite of the disabilities under which
international trade was then labouring. It is a matter
for regret that world conditions still show little sign of
the long awaited recovery. On the contrary, yet another
of our most important markets, namely, ltaly, has
been obliged to impose a system of drastic control over
imports, in order to proteet her foreign exchange position.
Nevertheless, 1 feel that I am justified, so far as India is
concerned, in repeating that note of optimism. India’s
exports of merchandise for the fivat four months of tha
present trade year show an increase of more than 43} crores
over the figures for the corresponding period of
1933, and though they show a eomparatively small inereaso
of 14 lakhs over last year’s total, ib must be remembered
that 1934 was marked by exceptional purchases of raw
cctton by Japan. On this ose head of our trade accounts
alone, namely, cotton purchase by Japan, there has been
a decrease of over 34 crores in the present year. Omitting
this exceptional item, India’s  export trade in othev
commodities has improved by three crores in comparisen
with last year. Ilon’ble Members may be iaterested
more particularly in the results of our trading with
Germany and Italy—countries in which the most stringent
measures of eontvol have been imposed. In the case of
Germany our information is based on the reports of our
Trade Commissicner in Hamburg, who has made a eritical
cxamination of the German impor{ stalistizs. Mre. Gupia
informs us that in the last quarter of 1934 the balance
of trade was against India to the eoxtent of 21 per cent.
In the first quarter of 1935 the balazee was even, showing
an exchange of goods valucd at 26 million Reichemarks.
TFor the second quarter of 1935 the balance has again
swung in Tudia’s favour and Germany has imported from
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India goods valued at 81 million Reichsmarks against
exports to India of 24 million only. Again, in the case
of ltaly, contrary to what might have been expeeted from
the new and stringent system of import control, our exporis
in the first four months of this yeur have fallen off by 6
per cent. only.

I gnote these figures in uo spirit of complaceney. My
Government are {ully alive to the dangers with which the
course ¢f international trade is now beset and they will
continue to watch the situation with the most anxious
care.

Before I lcave this subject, may I bring one circum-
stance to the notice of those who may have found little
consolation in a ccmparison of the trade figures of pre-
depressim years with those of the present day ¢ I would
ask thema to remember that world prices of primary com-
modities have fallen some 45 per cent. since 1929, and
that valnes in themselves are no true index 1o the variation
in the quantum ol trade.

I turn now to certain'industrial matters of interest.
The coal industry in particular has been prominent in
our thoughts in recent months. You will, I am sure,
share my deep regret at the two tragic mining disasters
which recently oecurred within a month of each other
and in which 81 persons in all lost their lives. The
second of these accidents was, with one exception, the
worst mining disaster that has oceurred in India. Tn spite
of all that care and foresight ean do, mining remains in
every ejuntry in the world a dangerous occupation, and
our record in India in this matter hitherto has been eomi-
paratively good. These two last disasters have each been
referred. for investigation to Statutory Courts of Enquiry
by the Government of Bihar and Orissa, and T do not
therefore desire to comment further upon them except
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to say that I trust that the results of the Courts’ investiga-
tions will be to indicate some steps by which the risk of
the recurrence of such events can be minimised.

I noted with pleasure the passing at your last session
of the Mines (Amendment) Act which will reduce the
hours of labour, will give juriher protection to children
and will effect a number of other reforms. It will come
into force in a fortnight’s time, and I hope that it will
prove cffective in inereasing the welfare and cfficiency of
the miners.

As most of you are probably aware we have now
constituted within the Government of India a Burcau of
Industrial Intelligence and Rescarch, and the Advisery
Council for this subject hecld recently its {irst meeting in
Simla. I am glad to say that we have secured the co-
operation of the Provineial Governments, of the Iecadinz
States and of prominent non-officials on this Council. We
have started oa a small seale, but it is hardly nccessary
for me to emphasice the inereasing importance of industrial
vesearch and intellicence = for  the advancement of
industry. Tt is my hove that, as this work develops, it
may prove of substantial assistance to Indian industrialisls
and particularly to those who, by rcason of the small scale
on which they work, are unable to undertake research for
themselves or, in present conditions, 1o avail themselves
of adequate expert advice,

Civil Aviation is a subjeet which will, during the
next few years, force itse!f inereasingly upon us all.  You
will remember that about a year agzo we undertook an
important programme of development, designed primarily
to bring the main Trans-India route and certain internal
voutes into line with modern ideas. In order to ensure
the close co-operation required between the Civil Aviation
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experts and the engineers, we have formed a special Civil
Aviation Cirele in the Central P’ublic Works Department
to carry out the programme directly. The estimated cost
of the works was Rs. 92.57 lakhs and you will be interested
to hear that orders have already heen placed for
hangars at a total cost of Rs. 16 lakbs and for lighting
equipment at a cost of approximately Rs, 94 lakhs,
Progress with works for which special surveys have to
be made will naturally be vather slower, but the outlines
of the programme as a whole are being filled.in. We are
now faced with the introduction of regular night flying
and with a greatly increased intensity of the Trans-India
services. These changes will involve certain important
adjustments within the original programme, and I hope
that our ground organisation will be developed fast enough
to meet rhe demands of the air.

A less gpectacular but not less usefnl branch of offieial
activity is the adwinistration of the Road Fund. Your
Resoluticns of April 1934 prolonged the life of the Road
Account indefinitely and made it possible for the Stand-
ing Committee on Roads to take a longer and perhapy
a more generous view in dealing with the demands of the
Provinees. A special contribution of Rs. 40 lakhs to the
reserve in the Account was a most welcome addition to
the sum available for distribution, and in Maveh last
the Standing Committee was able to approve in general
cutline the distribution of approximately Rs. 118 lakhs
from the reserve, this sum representing resources actually
in hand plus the additional resonrces likely to acerue
during the execution of the works. We have not forgotten
the Provinces which are most in need of help for road
development, and the scheme approved by the Committee
allows for grants of Rs. 25 lakhs and Rs. 12} lakhs to
Assam and Bihar and Orissa respectively. The needs of
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the new Provinces of Orissa and Sind will be specially
considered ; surveys are in progress in Orissa and will
shortly be undertaken iu Sind.

You are aware that for some time past my Govern-
ment have been giving attention to the development of
broadeasting. At the last session of the Legislative
Assembly a fund of Rs. 20 lakhs was created for this
purpose, and we are now considering to which of our
many needs this fund shonld be devoted. We are already
erecting a large transmitting station in Delhi to broadeast
programmes in English and in Urdu. This station will,
[ hope, be ready for use before the end of this year. A
large transmitting station at Madras will certainly be
needed and we hope to instal new and powerful transmitters
at the existing stations at Calcutta and Bombay.
Whether it will be possible within the resources mow
at our disposal to instal four relay receivers and two short-
wave stations to complete a broadeasting framework for
India as a whole, T cannot yet say. A more detailed
investigation of ecosts will 'be made during the coming
winter, and a definite scheme for the expenditure of the
smn included in the fund will then be prepared.

It is a matter of great disappointment to me that the
improvement in railway earnings, which was so welcome
a feature of the previous year, has suffered a setback
during the current year, though I hope it is only temporary.
Till the middle of August railway earnings have been
about half a crore below those of last year, and unless
there is a change for the better soon the position of Indian
railways will again become serionus. I can only add at
present that my Government are fully alive to the gravity
of the situation and are in consultation with those
responsible for the administration of Tndian railways in
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order that whatever steps are possible may be taken to
improve their net earnings,

This year hag seen an important step forward in the
development of the financial organisation of India. On
the Ist of April last the Reserve Bank of India eame into
existence and assumed responsibility for the management
of the currency and exchange, and for making the sterling
remittances of the Government of India. The Gold
Standard Reserve and the Paper Currency Reserve were
on that date amalgamated and transferred to the contrcl
of the Bank. The Bank is at present continuing to issue
Government of Tndia curreney notes in the form with
which the public is familiar. In due course these will be
replaced by the Bank’s own notes. The Bank did not
assume its full responsibilities as head of the credit
organisation of India until the beginning of July when
the schednled banks were regquired to make their deposits.
From that date the Reserve Bank became a central bank
in the fu'l meaning of the term and on 4th July declared
its bank rate for the first time:

In March last the legislature approved of the proposal
that out of last vear’s revenue surplus a sum of Rs. 113
lakhs should be distributed to the Provinees for the
purpose of improving the conditions of life in the villages.
This action, T am glad to say, has been universally wel-
comed throughont India. Rs. 15 lakhs of this grant were
set apart for assisting the co-operative movement. The
Loeal Governments were invited to make recommendations
as to the most profitable nse to which the balance could
be put, and their proposals have been serutinised by the
Government of Tndia  before their approval was
accorded. A statement has recently been laid on the table
of this Heuse which shows the objects to which the money
is beine devoted, The objects are various, since they are
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adjusted to the needs of the different parts of the country.
Out of the total grant, over Rs. 25 lakhs will be spent on
village water-supply and irrigation, nearly Rs. 19 lakhs
on schemes for general improvement in the villages, Rs. 12
lakhs on the improvement of village roads, and Rs. 10
lakhs on sanitation and medical work. A sign of the
times is that in certain ’rovineces money will be spent
on arrangements for broadeasting instruetion and enter-
tainment in the villages. My hope is that this grant will
prove the beginning of a steady advance throughont India
in improving the conditions of life in the villages in which
nine-tenths of the popmlation live.

Since I last addressed you the Government of India
Bill has reeeived the Royal Asgent and has become the
Government of India Aect, 1935. A great and diffieult
task has thus been completed by Parliament, after an
expression, direct or indirvect, of the views of all sections
of the peoples of British India and prolonged consulta-
tion with the Princes of India. - Here and in England
views of every nafure, extreme or moderate, advanced or
conservative, have been expressed. We have all sought to
obtain this provision or that in the Constitution and we
have all sometimes succeeded and sometimes failed. It is
the business of men of practical wisdom now to forget the
individual issues upon which opinion has differed and to
consider the sum and substance of our total achievement.
On sueh a consideration we mnst, T think, conclude that
the gain to India is great.

I do not, therefore. on this oecasion desire to invite
your attention to any of the particular provisions of the
Aect, tut T wonld ask you to consider two hroad features
of the new Constitntion and desire to give you. if T may,
one word of advice.
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It iv a matter of great satisfaction to me that during
my Vieeroyalty there has heen made possible a consumma-
tion whieh many of the great rulers of India through
the ages desived to sce but did not see and which was
hardly in sight when 1 myself took office over four years
ago. | mean that the Act for the first time in the history
of India consolidates the whole of India, State and British,
for purposes of eommon eoncern under a single Govern-
ment. India for the first time can become one great
country.

The second broad feature, in contrast with the existing
constitution, is that the Governments of India under the
new Constitution will draw their authority by direct
devolution from the Crown just #s Dominion Governments
do. They will cease to be agents and will stand forth as
full political and juristic personalities exereising the fune-
tions of His Majesty.

The first feature to which T have referred is the
eonsummation of age-long efforts, not only of the British
Government- but of all ‘great Rulers in India from Asoka
onwards. The second feature is the necessary preliminary
and best augury for the [ull attainment by India of the
political character which the most developed of Tlis
Majesty’s dominions enjoy.

My experience of India now extends over two decades,
and I have also had no inconsiderable experience of the
theory and practice of politieal life in other parts of the
British Empire. It is out of that long and full experience
and out of the genuine sympathy which I have ever felt
for India’s political aspirations that I give you this word
of sincere advice. Nothing is {o be gained by working
the Constitution in a spirit of mere destruetion or by
the abandopment of eonstitntional methods. The new
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Constitution contains within it great potentialities of
development. Hverything is to be gained by taking up
the new proffered role of a consolidated India and a full
political personality and by developing the Constitution
till it, in due season, sheds those limitations and restric-
tions which have been designed for the period of its
growth. The abandonment of constitutional methods has
never led us anywhere in the past and will never lead us
anywhere in the future.

It will not be my task to introduce the new Constitu-
tion, nor to join with you in its constitutional and T trust
bharmonious development, I shall hand over that task
to one who comes cquipped with great technical knowledge
of our new Constitution, for he his himself heen a builder
in the construction of your policy, one who will T know
bring to the service of the Crown here the fullest sympathy
with your aspirations and ideals. I feel the greatest
confidence that, when he eomes to the stage which I have
now reached in my life here as Viecroy he will look back
on a period fraught with great good to the fortunes of
India, enriched by the same kindliness which you will
assuredly accord 10 him as you have so generously accorded
to me.

Your thoughts are no doubt occupied, as mine are,
by forecasts of the steps by which and at which the new
Constitution will be brought into operation. Tt s
impossible for me at this stage to give any indication of
precise dates. Bnt, as you are mno doubt aware, all
branches of my Government and all the Provineial Govern-
ments in India are aetively and industrionsly engaged
on the problems which must be solved before the new
Constitutions in  Provinces and at the Centre can be
introduced. We shall spare no efforts which will enable



Speeches by the Earl of Willingdon. 135

His Excellency the Viceroy's Address to the Combined Legisla-
tures.

us to introduce the mew order of things at the earliest
possible date.

In conformity with this intention, the Committee
appuinted by 1lis Majesty’s Government to report on the
delimitation of constituencies and connected problems will
assemble in Simla before the end of the present month,
that is within two mouths of the date of the Royal Assent.
We have secured as the Chairman ot that Committee an
electoral authorily of great eminence in Sir Laurie
Hammond, while with-him will be associated two Indian
members whose experience as Hligh Court Judges ensures
that judieial outlook and striet fmpartiality which are so
essential. The problems which fage the Committee are of
great complexity, but I am confideut that they will prove
equal to the task.

In conelusion 1 wish to make an appeal, which is not
new, but which is uppermost in my mind at the present
time. No system of Parliamentary Government can he
expected ro work suceessfully and for the benefit of the
people as a whole without the existence of a spirit of
accommodation and a willingness on the part of all seetions
of the people to prefer the wider interests of the whole
body-politic to the narrower interests of their own
partieular seetion. As 1 said not long ago in a speech
at Allahabad, the shadow of communal strife is hanging
at this time over India. It is a shadow of evil portent and
a cause of constant anxiety not only to all Governments
in India but to all thonghtful and responsible people. If
India is te enter on her new Constitution in conditions
favourable to its sneeesstul development, that shadow must
be dispelled and T would appeal to all those who love this
country and desire to see it well governed by its own
people to show a spirit of tolerance and goodwill and to
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work for the creation of greater friendliness among all
communities,

On Thursday last the Legislative Assembly to the
regret of my Government and myself refused by a majority
to take into consideration the Bill to give permanence to
the Indian Press (Kmergency PPowers) Act, 1931, and to
certain provisions of the Criminal Law Amendment Act,
1932. I had hoped that the Assembly would share with
Government the respousibility for this measure, Their
refusal fo do so has frunsferred the responsibility to me
and after taking time to cousider all the implications of
action or inaetion on my part I have decided, in discharge
of my responsibility = for the safety, tranquillity and
interests of British India, to give the Assembly an
opportunity to reconsider their decision, and the Bill will
be brought before that louse again in a recommended
form. The arguments for and against the Bill have
already been discussed at great length on the floor of the
Legislative Assembly, and I shall therefore state as briefly
as possible my own reasons for cohsidering the passage
of the Bill to be essential.  We are on the eve of important
changes in the eonstitution of India. Within the next
iwo years the primary responsibility for the maintenance
of peace and good government in the Provinces wili he
transferred to Ministries responsible to the legislatures. 1
consider it my inperative duty to use sueh powers as 1
possess to secure that that transfer takes place in the
most favourable eonditions possible to the stability and
success of these new Governments,  Dangerous subversive
movements are still active in the conntry. Communal
norest as 1 have already said is unfortunatelv a more
gerious danger than for many years past. 'The experience
of all Local Governments has been that the provisions of
this Bill give them powers which are effective in keeping
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these movements in check and in preventing the publica-
tion of incitemeuts to communal dissension, They are
unanimous in considering the retention of these powers
essential, I am myself satisfied that they are right and
that I would be failing in my duty if I did not use my
speeial powers to secure that these Governments have these
powers during the remainder of the present constitution
and that the new Governmments shall also have them when
they take over the reins of Government.

And now I leave you, Gentlemen, to continue your
labours of this present session, and I do so with full
confidence that you will continue to maintain the tradi-
tions and dignity which have always characterised the
proceedings of both our Legislative Chambers.

OPENING OF THE DOON SCHOOL AT DEHRA DUN,

His Fixcellency the Vieeroy opened the Doon School at
Dehra Dun on Sunday, the 27th October 1935, and made the
following speech :—

Sir Frank Noyce, Members.'of the Indian Public
Sehool Society, Principal, Masters and Boys of the Doon
Sechool, Ludies and (Fentlemen,—1Life has brought me many
experiences and perhaps the variety of the elimes in which
I have served 1is Majesty has brought me an even wider
variety of experience than falls to most men. Even so,
towards the end of this latest of a long series of public
offices I find myself adding yet one more to the total of
novel experiences. 1 assure yon that nothine could
possibly give me more pleasure than to be present here
today. to take my part m this important ceremony of
formaily opening the first Publiec School run entirvely on
British lines in India, to start on its way an educational
experiment, which T sincerely believe will be of immense

27th October
1935,
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value to this country in future years and to know that its
first working will be under the guidance of one who was
associated as a master with my own old School in England.

1 should like before I go any further to say how fuily
I endorse every word which Sir Frank Noyce has said
in eulogy of the late Mr. 8. R. Das who was the originator
and founder of this great venture, and 1 much hope that
somme permanent metorial may be raised to his name here
which will be a constant reminder to future generations
of his untiring interest in bringing about the establish-
ment of this the first Publie Sc¢hool in India.

To every member of the Board of Management aud
of the Indian Public School Association my gratitude
goes out in full measure for the zeal and enthusiasm they
have all shown in their labours to seeure the successful
starting of this School. T share with Sir Frank Noyece
the regret we all feel at the absence of Sir Joseph Bhore
from this gathering. - May I add that I am glad to know
that the Government of India have been able to be of
some assistance to them by handing over this fine property
as the permanent home for the new Doon School.

And today I want to give a very warm welcome as
head of the Government of India to Mr. Foot, the Head-
master, and his two British colleagnes who have come ont
to help us in a fine spirit of Empire Service to establish
this Sehool on true publiec school lines. To them and to
their Indian colleagues T give my sincere good wishes in
nundertaking the responsibility of this great experiment.
And what is the main purnose of this experiment 7 Tt is
very true as you have said, Sir Frank Noyce, that for
some time there has heen constant eriticism and eondemna-
tion of onr edneational system in this conntry. It is said,
and T think with considerable justification, that it is
rather a soulless machine whose purpose is to cram young
ren and women with book tearning in order that they
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may pass examinations, rather than a human instrument
whieh will enable them 1o become useful citizens of their
country. that there is too much insistence on every pupil
laking o degree, und too little attention paid to what is
equally imporiant in all education, namely, the formation
of character, which will develop our young citizens with
" a high sense of houour, of responsibility and of diseipline,
qualities which are absolutely essential to all service in
publie life.

It i3, I feel, in the hope that we may be able to some
extent to answer these criticisms, that we are establishing
this School here today.

At present what we have before us is a School of 70
boys, the oldest of whom is 14. By next February,
however the boys will T understand inerease in number
to 180, and it is anticipated that if the development is
normal, the 8chool will ultimately house 400 boys. As I
look round these buildingy and the grounds and the open
space before me, my mind travels back over what is now a
long streteh of years to when I too was a sehoolboy and
to those functions at which the parents and relatives
assembledd and at whieh some importani person would
preside and speak. The differences between the scenes
are obvicus enough, The lapse of time would bring many
without the intervention of 6,000 miles of sea and land
and a difference of over 20 degrees in latitude. I find,
however, the essentials oddly the same. There is a
tamous Latin line which says fhat those who e¢ross the seas
ehange their sky but not their minds, and I think it is true
and properly so i we Jook al it in this light that the
enduring and valuable faculties of man are unaffected by
¢limate or origin. Youth is the same everywhere. Tt is
only the opportunities and conditions before it that differ,
and the objeet of those associated with the Doon Sehool
iz to put before some portion of the youth of India the
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chances of developing in conditions which have played a
great and precious part in the life of Great Britain.

We hear much of the need for closer contacts of Bast
and West, and here in this School is one form of contact
to which we of the West attach great value and which we
hope in its Indian expression wili prosper and be fruitful.

Continental and other eritics of the British Publie
Schools system are fond of attacking it on the ground that
boys are kept boys too long with the result that the
University undergraduate in Great Britain is insufficiently
mature. On the other hand, it may well be doubted
whether it is not betier to remain a boy too long than to
become a man too soon, and it would be a British rejoinder
to these eritieisms that the latter danger was too often in
evidence in more forcing systems. Perhaps in India too,
conditions ordinarily tend towards impressing a too early
maturity upon the adolescent, always a process fraught
with considerable danger.

The Society has taken the greatest eare in reeruiting
the staff of the School, and from the point of view of
instruction there is every ground for confidence, but let
us remember that education is not a 100 per cent. outside
process. We all hear of the self-educated man and oddly
enough the phrase generally arouses a certain amount of
amusement and even contempt, but actually it is true that
every man who is worth anything in this world has
carried out some of his own education. However much
we can learn from teachers, there is a world of knowledge
and experience we can learn only from those of our own
age with whom in our growing years we are thrown into
association, and that perhaps is the greatest item on the
credit side of the I’ublic Schools system. The boy at the
Doon School has to live and act and think and feel in
contact with those who are boys like himself. In this
School you will live in a miniature of the world of human
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contacts you will in your adult years have to enter. In
it you will find opportunities for self-denial, leadership,
argument, association, in faet all the various aptitudes
and forbearaneces that will be demanded of you in later
life. You will have to frame your views and your deci-
sions in the light of your school life and purposes, not
nerely in those of your home.

" Home is a beautiful word and a beautiful thought, but
like many other things of beauty it shines best against a
backgrouud, and that background is the common life of
man. In this School we hope that while in no way losing
the keenuess of your appreciation of your home and what
it means vou wiil be able to achieve in your later years a
wider appreciation of the real purposes and problems of
life.

1 was deeply interested i that part of Sir Frank
Noyce’s speech which dealt with the financial position of
the Schonl. The starting of a School like this is an act
of faith, and I think the Society was wise not to wait until
it had amassed a total of funds that eould be held to
provide for every cwergency in the future. They have, I
gather, gone on the theory that they will start the School
on a reasomable finaneial hasis, but look to its success as an
institntion to a growing popularity and reputation to pro-
duce a response in the way of assistance that will gradually
build up a stronger and stronger financial backing. This
after all is the process that has happened in the Public
Schools of England. A School is started to meet a demand
and aetual ineeption is generally facilitated by individual
or collective generosity. Old boys remember it in the
days of their adult prosperity or in their wills, other
institutions or interests assist it and so gradually by a
process of accretion it accumulates possessions along with
dignity and renown. Tt is not the desire of the Society
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that the Doon School should descend like a purse-proud
parvenu upon the educational system of India. Parvenus
never take root hut remain an uupleasant and unnatural
excrescence, It is the desire of the Mociety that the Doon
School shall prove its worth and take an acknowledged
and natural, a unique and honourable place in the
country’s educational system. I commend the venture to
all those who are Interested in India’s youth and the
problems and diffieulties that confront it. Here is one
effort to provide a solution for a dificulty that has long
exercised the wmore thoughttul minds of this country. It
is an effort worthy of all enconragement, and I hope that
Indian generosity and intevest will not fail to Leep it in
mind.

ADDRESS PRESENTED BY THE MUNICIPAL BOARD OF
LUCKNOW,

28th Novem- In replying to the Address presented by the Municipal Board
ber 1935. of Lucknow on 28th November 1935, His Excelleney the

Viceroy said :—

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Lucknow Municipal
Bourd,—It gives me great pleasure to be here today.
This is not the first time that Lady Willingdon and myself
have paid a visit to your beautiful eity, but it is the first
occasion upon which we have met you in your corporate
capacity and 1 greatly value the opportunity.

I have listened with great pleasure to your account
of the progress which you have made in many branches
of your municipal administration. and of the attention
which you have consistently paid to the improvement of
the amenities of life in yvour city. The laying-out of a
Zenana Park and the establishment of an Infectious
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Diseases Hospital must add greatly to the health and well-
being of the eitizens committed to your charge. You refer
also with legitimate pride io the success with which some
years ago yvou substituted terminal tax for oetroi in your
schedule of taxes, and to the care and attention which you
bestow on your primary educational system. These are
siens of a vigovous and healthy munieipal life, upon which
I congratulate you warmly. Difficulties and problems in
other branches of your administration are, unfortunately,
not wanting, as your address admits, but it may be some
consolation to you to hear from me that such difficullies
which you are expericneing are to-be found in most forms
of administrative life, and 1 am convinced that you will
apply yourselves resolutcly to your task and determine
to overcome your difficulties and prove yourselves worthy
of the great responsibility you are undertaking for the
satisfactory development of your great city. If as you
suggest, you have special needs and troubles in eonnection
with these or other matters, the Liocal Government will, I
am confident, render you a sympathctic and ready hearing,
it von will approach them, and will afford you the fullest
measure of financial assistance which is compatible with
the state of the provineial finances and the claims of other
cities and towns.

Tacknow, as you say, holds an almost unique position
in this Provinee. Fresh duties and responsibilities have
devolved on it with the establishment here of the scat of
the Legislature ; these dnties and responsibilities will not
diminish but inercase as years go on and the Legislature
of the future grows more and more in importance. My
prayer 18 that yon may always, with the help and
assistanee of the Tocal Glovernment, make it your aim to
maintain your administration on the highost level of
effiriency and to make it, as nearly as possible, a model
of what the municipal administration of a great Indian
eity ought 1o be.



144 Speeches by the Earl of Willingdon.

Address presented by the Municipal Board of Lucknow.

You will not expect me, gentlemen, to deal in greater
detail with your municipal affairs, of which necessarily
I have but little information other than what you have
given me today. [ will now pass to the general remarks
which you make towards the end of your address. India
stands, as you say, on the threshold of a new political
system. I am fully aware that the coming reforms do not
meet in full measure the aspirations and wishes of many,
but they undoubtedly constitute a great advanee and throw
open a wide avenue by which the people of India can
show the measure of _their capacity and progress.
I welcome most warmly your staterent that you realise
that the new Legislature must be given a fair and full
trial in a spirit of co-operation hetween the Government
and the people ; and T share confidently your hope that
the new reforms may lead to the improvement of relations
between India and the vest of the Empire.

1 thank you very gratefully for the kindly references
you have made to my owu work and services, and for
your generous remarks as to my humble efforts for the
welfare of India during the 16 years that T have been
privileged to live amongst you. Though T shall not
witness on the spot the inauguration of the new political
order in this country, my thoughts will never be far
from this land, and T shall wateh its progress and the
working of the reforms with sustained and abiding
interest in the confident hope that they will help you
rapidly forward to your destined position in the comity
of the nations of the Empire.

I deeply appreciate the charming remarks yon have
made with regard to the constant and untiring labours of
my wife for the social improvement of the women of
Tndia. She has been my constant partner and helper
throughout my public life and with intimate knowledge
of her work for others, I can sincerely say that in her
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case, at all events, your remarks are fully justified. On
behalf of Her Excellency and myself I thank you once
again for the address which you have presented me, and
can assure you that we shall both carry away most
affectionate memories of our reception here today.

ADDRESS PRESENTED BY THE TALUQDARS OF OUDH.

In replying to the Address presented by the Talugdars of
Oudh on the 28th Novemwber 1935, His Kxeelleney the Vieeroy
said —

Geitlemen,~—I need hardly say what pleasure it gives
Lady Willingdon and me to pay a formal though all too
brief visit to your beautiful city and to have the oppor-
tunity to enjoy wvour far-famed hospitality. I have vigited
Lucknow on other less formal oceasions and have at various
times made the acquaintance of many of you, But I
should indeed have been sorry to have left India without
meeting vou, the Talngdars of Oudh, in, as it were, formal
durbar, and without renewing the ties of friendship made
earlier in my Viceroyalty.

I was delighted to hear remarks with regavd to
the appoiniment of my old friend Sir Harry Haig as
Governor of your Provinee, and 1 agree with you that
you are fortunate to have His Excellency with you to
guide yonr administration in these difficalt hut interesting
times. 1 can speak with confidence in this matter, for T
too have been fortunate in having His Excellency in close
association with me as my Home Member in recent years
and I shall always he grateful for his help and assistance
in solving questions of considerable diffieulty and anxiety.
I am quite snre that. with Lady Haig at his side, the
people of the United Provinces will benefit by his wise
and experienced guidance.

28th Noven
ber 1935,
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You have a great position inherited from the past,
and it is particularly gratifying to me that you are not
allowing yourselves to be lulled by that position into
neglect of your opportunities, that you are fully alive to
the obligations of today towards your tenants and
dependents and that you realise the importance of a
prosperous and contented peasantry. 1f you hold fast
to those ideas, you need huve no fear ol the future.

You have referred, in kind terwms, to my handling -oi
the two-fold task which 1 found awaiting me on assuming
the Viceroyalty of India, the task of restoring internal
peace and of elaborating a ‘new constitution. In the
former [ acknowledge with gratitude the co-operation of
the law-abiding section of the people and in particular
of the old land-owning families. Their continued co-
operation is essential’ to the prosperity of India. The
constitution which has now been forged with infinite care
and patience will, T believe, be found to suit the condi-
tions of this country aud to contain within itself the seeds
of natural development and expansion. In this process
of political evolution no ‘one c¢an play a more worthy
and conspicuous part if they wish to, and I am confident
they will wish to, than the Taluqdars of Oudh, fortified
by tradition and inspired by hope. You have referred to
the extent of your special representation in the lecislature,
and I know that thiy is a matter that has caused you
great concern. You have put your case fully before the
Tiocal Government and the Indian Delimitation Committee,
and you may be sure that the Committee who are charged
with the duty of making recommendations will weigh
vour representations with care. Whatever may be the
issue of this particular point. yon may be assured that the
new constitution gives ample seope to all who serve India
and indeed calls for devoted service from the Talugdars
of Oudh, whose special position and privileges may reason-
ably be held to connote special vesponsibilities. T am
confident that you will discharge them to the full.
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With you 1 regret that it will not fall to me lo
lnaugurate the new constitution. 1 have seen the founda-
tions laid and the edifice completed. 1 have no fear for
India’s future as a partner in the Empire. While 1 live
L can never forget her, her problems, Ler people and the
happy and crowded hours she has given me.

I thank you once more on my behalf and on behal?
of Lady Willingdon for your delightful hospitality and
wish you all prosperity and sucecess.

ADDRESS PRESENTED BY THE MAHARAJADHIRAJA
OF ' DARBHANGA,

In replying to un Address presented by the Maharaja.
dhirajun of Darbhanga on  the 80th November 1935, His
Bxeellency the Vieeroy said :—-

Maharajadhiraja, Lodics and Gentlemen~I am most
grateful to you, Sir, tor the very cordial terms in which
You have proposed the toast of the healths of Her
Excellency and myself for the aceeptance of this dis-
tinguished andience. My friendship with the family of
which our host is now the head takes me back many years.
For that and other reasons a visit to Darbhanga would
at any time have been a real pleasure both to Lady
Willingdon and myself, but on this oceasion circumstanees
have given our visit a very special object.

Here, :n Darbhanga, we are in the heart of the area
afflicted by the terrible Farthquake of 1934. Ag you, Sir,
have reminded us, it is a little less than two vears ago
that you, in cowmon with so many others. were, as a
result of that tervible catastrophe, without home or shelter
At that time, though T did net come to Darbhanga,
I visited other parts of Bihar and saw with my own eyes the
widespread destruction and distress. This visit has now
enahled me to acquaint myself, again at first hand, with

30th Novem-
ber 1935,
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one part of the work of reconstruction. Ladies and Gentle-
men, I think it is right to say that it is to the lasting
credit of our host that, confronted with this appalling
calamity, he truly rose to the occasion. Assuming to the
full the responsibilities of his position, he immediately
declared his infention of completely rebuilding the town,
and agsisted and encouraged by the invaluable guidance
and advice of His Excellency Sir James Sifton who has
taken a close personal interest in the scheme, the Maharaja-
dhiraja immediately directed his whole energies to the
task in hand.

This plan of creating a new and better town could
not have been carried through on its present lines, if it
had not been for the generosity of the Maharajadhiraja
in financing the secheme. He began with a splendid contri-
bution of five lakhs of rupees and followed it up with
a loan of nine lakhs to finance the Darbhanga Improve-
ment Trust. And [ am happy to take this oecasion to
announce that he has eommunicated to His Exeellency the
Governor his generous intention of now supplementing
his original gift with a further econtribution of two-and-a-
half lakhs of rupees. There are many I am sure who
might be mentioned tonight who are giving youn, Sir, loyal
and devoted assistance in your work of reconstruction but
T think we shall all be agreed that I am fully justified in
paying this personal tribute to the Maharajadhiraja who
with a generous determination to undertake to the full his
responsibility for the care and well-being of his people
has spared mno effort to restore and improve the amenities
of life in this city.

This morning’s functions were a source of real
pleasure to me, and I am glad to be able to tell you, Sir,
that Her Excellency is delighted to allow her name to be
associated with the Hospital of which she laid the Founda-
tion Stone.
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The Statue of your father which 1 was privileged to
unveil wil keep fresh his mewory amongst you all, and
the performance of the ceremony brought back to my
mind many pleasant recollections of my associations with
him in the past.

Liet we, in conclusion, thank you very sincerely for the
kindly sentiments you have expressed in proposing the
health of my wife and myself, and for your expression of
regret thut we are giving up our work in India before
long. 1 assure you that feeling of regret is fully shared
by us both. But though we ghall be leaving this country,
our interest in its welfare will never be diminished, and
we shall ever be grateful fer the warm-hearted affection
and friendship which we have received from our many
friends in all parts of the country, which, we sineerely
trust, will not be weakened when we go,

Ladies and Gentlemen, 1 ask you to rise with me
and drink to the health and happiuess of the Maharaja-
dhiraja of Darbhanga.

ADDRESS  OF  WELCOMIG:  'BY DR. GRAHAM OF
KALIMPONG.

In replying to an Address of Weleome read by Dr. Graham
of Kalimpong on 2nd December 1935, His Excellency the
Viceroy made the tollowing speech :——

Dr. Graham, Ladies and G(-'ntlemen.»l—l‘r was with
feelings of very real pleasure and gratitude that I listened
to the words with whieh you, Sir, on behalf of your
fellow-citizens of Kalimpong welcomed Ier Excellency and
myself to your District,” and T_f"shou]d like at once to
express to you our warm and grateful thanks for your
friendly and cordial greeting. Tt is true, as you say,
that our visit is a short onme. Tt is also true, as youjhave
reminded us, that we have waited until our last cold

2nd Decems
ber 19385,
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weather in India before coming to see you. MHowever let
me assure you that neither of these faets are of our
own choosing—indeed if we had had our own way, we
should have paid you a much earlier and longer visit, but
however willing the spirit, the flesh is weak and lIndia
being a vast country with many varied and ever-inereasing
problems of administration, it is becoming more and more
diffieult for a Vieeroy to tour when and where he wili,
so different from those past days that we read of when.
Viceroys were able to take long tours under conditions
of considerable comfort and leisure.

I am indeed fortunate in timing my visit to synchro-
nise with the Annual Agricultural, Industrial and Social
Mela which was inaugurated so many years ago, for it
gives me the opportunity of meeting many here today
who, as you tell me, Sir, are my own farming tenants and
to see something of their varied agricultural and industrial
activities. T am delighted to Jearu that your population,
consisting, as it does, of members of many castes and
creeds, have learnt to live harnioniously together, a great
and most satisfactory example at a time when the menace
of communal frietion is so evident in many parts of the
country.

It was with particular pleasure that I listened, Sir,
to the encouraging account which you gave me of the
happy state of affairs existing in Kalimpong. Commerce
and trade on the increase ; educational facilities develop-
ing on the right lines ; medical eomforts and eqnipment
in plenty ; and last, but not least, the amenities and
beauty of your settlement attracting more and more
visitors from the plains. That is, indeed. a condition of
things upon which you are all to be congratulated, and 1
earnestly hope that your enterprise and enthusiasm will
bring you added prosperity in the future.

I am greatly touched by the words which you, Dr.
Graham, have used in referring to the work which Her
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Excellency and 1 have been privileged to do on behalf
of those who are in need of help and in paying tribute
once again to the great debt which 1 owe to my wife for
her unremitting labeur jn many spheres of charitable and
humanirarian endeavour. May 1 venture to recall the
inspiration and assistance which Dr. (Graham received
from his wife in the early days of the Kalimpong Homes.
I am informed that Mys. Graham gave to the founding
and development of these homes abundant energy and
ideas which contributed in no small measure to the success
that attended their work.. We can well imagine the joy
she would have fell, if she had been. spared to witness
the full measure of that work as the institution, which she
helped to found, flonrished and expanded.

In conclusion [ wish to thank you once again for the
warmth of the weleome which you have extended to Her
Excellenvy and myself today. On our part we wish you
all inereasing happiness and prosperity.

LAYING OF THE FOUNDATION STONE OF THE FARM
HOUSE AND DOSTEL AT THE KALIMPONG HOMES.

His kxeellency the Vieeroy performed the eeremony of
the laying of the foundation stone of the Farm House and
Hostel at the Kalimpong Homes on 2nd Decemher 1935 and
said —

Ladies and Gontlewen.—I don’t think that you will
expect me to trouble you with a further speech, but I
fee} it is impossible to let this oceasion pass without
expressing my gratitude to you, Dr. Graham, for giving
me as a Viee-Patron of your Kalimpong Tlomes this
opportunily of showing my interest in your aetivities in
2 very practical manuer by laying thiz foundation stone
today. Let me express the hope that these buildings when

2nd Deéem-
ber 1935,
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erected may add much to the wonderful work in training
and education that you are giving to our youthtful Anglo-
Indian fellow-citizens in order that they may grow up to
have every chanee of giving useful service to the British
Empire in their future-careers.

1 am sure that we have been keenly interested in the
historical account of the inception and growth of these
homes since you started in the year 1900, and of the
education and training of the children under the care of
your devoted band of teachers.. But to me this ceremonial
has particular interegt from fhe fact that, as you say in
your address, ‘‘ This building marks a striking advance
in the development of the agricultural side of our organi-
sation ’’, For, as one who has heen interested in agri-
culture all hiy life, and who realises fully the immense
importance of developing our agricultural industry,
nothing gives me greater pleasure than to meet and to
thank all those who are bringing up our young people
to realise and appreciate the merits and advantages of
taking up the profession of farmers for their future
careers. 1 need only add that my wife and I feel proud
and honoured at receiving your invitation to allow our
names to be associated with these new buildings. We
eladly agree and trust that our name will bring all suecess
and good fortune to your new venture.

OPENING OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THRE
ASSOCTIATED CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE.

Tn opening the Annual Meeting of the Associated Chambers
of Commerce at Calentta on the 16th December 1935, His
Excellency the Viceroy made the following speech :—

Mr. President and Gentlemen,—I thank you, Sir,
gincerely for the warmth of the welcome which you have
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extended to His Excellency the Governor of Bengal and
myself on behalf of the delegates from the Constituent
Chambers of the Agsociated Chambers of Commerce of
India and the members of the Bengal Chamber of Com-
merce on this the third oceasion on which we have had
the privlege of being with you at your Annual Meeting.
I assure you that I always look forward to this oppor
tunity of meeting you all here collectively, for it enables
me to show my interest in your prosperity and progress
and to sav a few words on matiers which are in my mind
and -which may, T hope, be of some interest to yourselves.
Let me ald that 1 think it was hardly necessary, Sir, to
give Hig Exeellency or myself the assurance of your
loyal and unceasing support to ourselves and ounr Govern-
ments in our work. We ean hoth very gratefully say
that we have had the fullest evidence of this constant
support during the difficult and anxious years through
which we have recently passed,

In the first place, I wish to associate myself very
cordially with every word that has fallen from you.
My, President, with regard to the great services rendered
by Sir Hubert Carr as your representative ‘during all the
discussions that took place in Iiondon in eonnection with
the New Constitution in India, and I should like to
congratulate you on the very graceful recognition you
have shown him of your appreciation of the great work
he did on your behalf,

T referred last year to the constitution of the Trans-
port Advisory Council consisting of the Members of my
Government concerned, sitting with provincial Miuisters
and their advisers, and 1 then expressed the hope that
the Council would promote close and regular contact
between the Centre and the Provinces in the solntion
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of the difficult problems of transport co-ordination, I
-am glad to be able to say that that hope has <o far been
realized and that at its first mecting the Couneil adopted,
with a gratifying approach to unanimity, a statement of
policy concerning the coustruction of roads and railways.
the control of motor transport, and the ecreation of ad-
ministrative machinery to promote co-ordination.

While T am discussing the question of transport, I
must refer briefly to the Tndian Rnads Congress whieh
was inaugurated a few days before T last addressed, you.
That inavngural meeting was, T believe, a successful step
in the direction of getting our Engineers together to
exchange opinions and the results of their experience,
with the object of promoting efficieney and economy in
the expenditure of roads. There ix no guestion of the
very great need for road developnient nor, unfortanately,
can any one suggest that the funds at present available
are adequate. In those eircumstances economy and
efficiency in the application of whatover money is available
become an imperative necessity. My Government believe
that the Indian Roads Congress is an institurion which
will make for those ends and we have, therefore, decided
to defray the cost involved for a further period of two
vears.

Tn civil aviation, the most important recent develop-
ments have been the duplication of the air mail service
between Liondon and Singapore and the inauguration
by Tata Sons Limited of a weekly air mail scrviee
between Bombay aund Trivandrum with intermediate
landings at Goa and Cannanore. This latter service,
which connects at Bombay with the existing Karachi
Madras Air Mail Service, will shortly be available for
carrying mail as well as passengers and freight. Now
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that the Government of Ceylon have provided an aero-
drome at Colombo, it is hoped that a further development,
namely, the extension of the Tata air service from Madras
to Colombo, will take place in the ncar future.

It is a regrettable, though 1 hope a temporary, set-
back that Indian National Alrways Limited have becn
compelled to close down the services between Caleutra and
Dacea and Caleutta and Rangoon which they had success-
fully inaugurated and operated for eighteen months.
The former serviee never had the support from the public
which the Company had expected in view of the obvious
advantages it offered for rapid e¢ommunieation between
the two chief eities of Dengal and, though on the latter
service both passenger and mail traffic showed a steady
increase, that inerease was not sufficiently rapid to justify
the Company in continuing to operate at a loss.

Consicderable progress has heen made with the pro-
gramme for the development of ground organisation to
which T referred last year. Orders for air route and
aerodrome lighting cquipment for the trans-India route
and econtracts for hangars at aerodromes on that route
and on the main feeder routes have been placed ; and
improvements to existing acrodromes and the eonstruction
of new acrodromes are being carried out. But much of
the work in the past yecar has been of a preliminary
nature and before long there will be more material evidence
to show what is beine done. Twportant adjustments with-
in the origmal programme have bheen necessitated by the
early prospreet of a greafly increased intensity of the trans-
Tndia services.

Active consideration is being given to the proposals
of His Majesty’s Government in the TUnited Kingdom
for the speeding up, and increase in frequency of Empire



166 Speeches by the Earl of Willingdon.

Opening of the Annual Meeting of the Associated Chambers of
Commerce.

air serviees and the carriage of all first class Empire Mail
by air,

The difficulties of the jute industry have exercised
the minds of many in Caleutta during recent months. I
need hardly assure you that they have also given my
Government and the Government of Bengal serious and
anxions thought and consideration. While we have not
been able to see eye to eye with the Jute Mills Association on
the subject of restricting output, we are ready io consider
any sound proposals that may be put forward for assisting
the industry to reach a stronger and more stable position.
When therefore the Association sucgested the sending of
a deputation to Delhi to discuss the matter, my Govern-
ment welcomed the opportunity. As that diseussion will
be taking place in two or three days’ time you will not
expeet me to add any further ohservations on the subject
at present.

You are aware, gentlemen, that India, in fulfilment
of the obligations flowing from her membership of the
League of Nations, has joined with her fellow members
in imposing Sanctions, financial and economie, against
Italy. My Government are fully conscious of the serious-
nesy of this step and of its possible repercussions on
India’s foreign trade. They view with regret the severance
of trade relations—so mutually advantageous in the
past—between India and Italy, hut they have fclt never-
theless, at this critical point of time, that the maintenancs
of the principle of the Covenant of the League must out-
weigh more material considerations of profit or loss. The
economic isolation of so important an industrial ang
economic Power as Ttaly must bring in its train a most
serious disturbance of world cconomy, hut it will he our
endeavour to minimice by everv means in ounr power its
effects on India’s trade and commerce. It is impossible
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yet to estimate what these effects will be. There will be
many loose cnds to join together, and with this object
in view therc has been eonstitated a special Committee
of the League of Nations whose dnty it will be to co-
ordinate the efforts of individual States towards a re-
distribution of the trade which has hitherto flowed in
Italian channels. Steps have alrcady been taken to
ensure that in the deliberations of this Committee, the
claims of India to the fullest consideration will be most
energetically pursued.

It is particolarly regrettable that the present -erisis
should have arisen at a time when the problems of inter-
national trade were already so baffling and so compli-
cated. 8till one more obstaele has been placed in the
way of world recovery, since whatever stimulus the war
in Abyssinia may give, in various quarters, to industrial
and commereial activity, that stimulus ean only be
temporary and must in-its nature be uuhealthy. These
problems to which I have reterred have been receiving
the careful consideration ' of my Government and, in
particular, it has been their concern to examine whether
the time has yet come to abandon India’s traditional
foreign trade policy, based as it is on reciprocal most-
favoured-nation treatment, in favour of the now popular
method of hilateral negotiation. Tt is Impossible for me
in the time mow at my disposal to set before you the
manifold aspects of this complicated question, but I
would affirm that nothing in the study of world economie
conditions in the past few years, or in India’s present
circumstances, has shown that any departure from our
aceepted poliey is neeessary, Situated as she is, a supplier
for the main part of raw materials and food-stuffs to the
great commodity markets of the world and dependent on
widespread world demand rather than on particular
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nations or on particular customers, India can ill-afford
to risk the closing of any door now open to her by virtue
of her most-favoured-nation rights. Slhe must eontinue
to seek an outlet for her surplus produce in these markets
and her interest lies, not so much i the eonclusion of
individual trade bargains as in the restorvation of the free
and unrestricted {low of international trade on which
world prosperity depends. The problem before her Is
one which is common to all trading nadons of the world.
That problem is, in brief, the rchabilitation of the
mechanism of international frade.. [t is a problem which
India cannot solve by hersell, but it is ong in the solution
of which she should be preparved at'all times to give her
fullest co-operation.

During the past five years, India has passed, in
common with the rest of the world, through a period of
almost unexampled ecconomie steess, It is therefore a
matter of satisfaction to me that, in addressing vou fo
the last time, [ am in a position fo point to some indica-
tions of a gradual movement towards economic recovery
in the country. The steady decline in the general level
of prices which ecommeneed iu the latter part of 1929 has
now definitely ceased and an apward tendeney appear:
to have set in. There is evidence aiso that the disparity
between the prices of agricultural and of manufactured
commodities which has so seriously affected the purchasing
power of the great mass of ihe people of India is now
less marked than before and that s more balanced priee
relationship is probably within sight. The progress of
industrial development has heen well maintained in spite
of the general depression and in some cases, nofably ia
the cotton textile industry, ereater advancees have recently
been recorded than at any time in the past. There was
a noticeable improvement in the volume of export as
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well as import trade in India in 1934-35 as compared
with the previous year when the lowest levels in recent
times had been recorded, and this improvement has sinece
continued unchecked. Judia’s total visible trade now
shows « favourable halance which is substantially higher
than in the period preceding the War. Among the most
welcome signs of improvement is the material reductiou
in the burden of interest charges which is a matter of
sueh detp coneern to both industry and agriculture. The
rate of interest on Govermment loans has been reduced
to 3 per cent. for the first timc sinee 1896 ; and the Bank
rate which reached as high a (igure as 8 per ceut. in the
cloxing months of 1931 has also fallen to the same level.
These developments afford sowe indieation of the progress
whieh has been made towards a general economie recovery.
In the lizht of these facts I believe that, unless there are
further disturbances in the conditions affecting world
trade and finance, we may now recard the future with a
certain measure of confidence.

Whea T ospoke to vow last year, 1 commented briefly
on the position under the impending Reforms of Lhe
European Business Community. [ emphasized the value
of Good-will in business relatinus between the members
of differeat commuuitics and cxpressed my appreciation
of the extent to which this is heing inereasingly realised.
The new Government of Tndia Act is now on the Statule
Book, and T would like, hefore 1 elose. to convey to you a
few furth»r sentiments relative to your position here
which, T trust, from my long experience in this coaniry
vou will allow me to econvey to vou and which, I hope, you
will eonsider and find helpfual.

Let mo say that T ferl, in common with everyone of
you, a justifiable pride in the contribution you have made
to building up the India of today as we know it, and
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in the service you have rendered to this eountry, In many
fields of endeavour you have led where others have followed,
By your resource, your perseverance, your industry and
your enterprise, India has in many dircctions enjoyed
advantages which might otherwise have been louger de-
layed. In the history of the relations betwer:n Great
Britain and this country, yours has indeed been an honour-
*able part.

What, then, of the future ? In the discussions of
recent years, your leaders have shown a keen appre-
ciation of changing conditions and have made it clear that
the Europeans resident here for purposes of Trade and
Commerce fully identify themselves with India’s aspira-
tions in their desire to stand in a position of full equality
with the members of the great British Commonwealth of
Nations.

I congratulate you on the position you have {aken up
in this matter and am sure that it is the course of wisdom.
But it will not be sufficient that yon should merely le well
ineclined towards the development of new political institu-
tions in India. It will be in those institutions that, in
the ordinary transaction of Government business, decisions
will be taken which will be of great importance to your-
selves,

By means of your own representatives in the new
Liegislatures you will have the opportunity of influencing
those decisions. Saecrifices of time and leisure will be
required from those you select to represent you. T have
no doubt that, as in the past, your leaders will be willing
to come forward and take their part in the public life of
the country. Jt will be their funetion to voice your
interests, but, above all things, keep this fact before you.
The future destinies of India, her welfare, her progress
and prosperity, these are all matters of no less concern
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to you than to those for whom India is their home and
nmwotherland India’s interests arc your interests. Whole-
heartedly and in full measure may [ ask you to associate
yourselves swith all that leads 10 the advancement of this
country and adds to her position and advuncement ? If
you hold this ideal constantly before you I am sure you
will be fuliy recompensed in the future.

In conclusion 1 am sincerely grateful to you, Sir,
for your good wishes to my wife and myself when we leave
the shores of India and for your generous expressions of
regret that this is the last occasion on which I shall attend
a gathering of your Members.

I need hardly say that I regret that fact, too, and
1 am full of regret that in a few months’ time I shali be
leaving these many friendships, interests and associations
which I have formed during some of the best years of
my life in this country. Gentlemen, we have lived
through stormy times during the past years, but I think
I see the wun shining through the clouds, and wmy pro-
found hope is that India will onee again be on the high
road to inecreasing development and prosperity.

BANQUET AT BARODA.

His Excellency the Viceroy made the following specen sth January
at the State Bangquet at Baroda on Sunday, the 5th January 1936
1936 :—

Your Highness, Ladies and Gentlemen,—I thank Your
Highness 1nost cordially for the very warm weleome you
have extended to me this evening. It is a real pleasure
to renew my friendship with Your Highnesses, and 1 eon-
sider myself fortunate indeed that the auspicious oceasion
of Your Bighness’s Diamond Jubilee of Accession should
have taken place during my Viceroyalty and that I have
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been able to come to Baroda and extend to you in persor
my warmest and most heartfelt congratulations. Yow
Highness, it is my pleasant duty now to read out a niessags
which His Majesty the King Ewmperor has been graciously
pleased to entrust me to convey to Your Highness :—

“ Your Highness, it gives me much pleasure t«
convey to Your Highness my sincere congratula
tions on celebration of Diamond Jubilee of Your
Accession to the Gadi of Baroda. To few
Princes is it granted to rule for so long a
period of time and to look back with satistac-
tion upon 60 years of continued material and
mora] progress in the lives of their subjects.
T trust Your Highness may be spared to your
State for many years to come and that pros-
perity and happiness may increasingly attend
your rule.”’

The year 1875, when Your Highness succeeded to the
Gady, marked the beginning of a new era of material and
steady progress in the State. Under Your Highness's
enlightened guidance, Baroda has never looked back. At
the outset Your Highness set before you high ideals, some
of which have already been attained, others you stead-
fastly pursue and I can truly say that you have devoted
your life to the interests of your State and the welfare
of your subjects. The fruits of your labours are in evi-
dence on all sides. The administration of the State is
on a high level, but what is perhaps more important it
is built upon sure foundations,

It has afforded me much gratification to see the
announcement which Your Iighness has made that in
commemoration of Your Diamond Jubilee you have created
a trust with a capital of one crore of Rupees, the income
from which is to be devoted to the improvement of rural



Speeches by the Earl of Willingdon. 16%

BRanquet af Baroda.

conditions in your State. I can imagine no more fitting
manter in which the memory of this historie oceasion
rould be perpetuated.

The people of Baroda are fortunate indeed that Your
Highness has been sparved for so long a period of service
for their eommon good, and | am confident that your
name will be emblazoned in gold upon the annals of your
State and will long he remembered by your people with
gratitude and affection.

Your Highness has generously referred to the part
T have been ealled upon to play! in the Constitntional
changes that are now takine place in India. As I stated
when [ visited you three years ago my firm convietion
is that an All-India Federation with necessary safeguards
will be to the advantage and in the interests of the States
and British India aliker 8inee that time the Government
of India Act has been placed upon the Statute Book, and
I am delighted to know that this measure has the|support
of broad-minded and experienced Rulers like Yoiur High-
negs. The future of Tndia s now placed in her own
hands. 1In that future, the States will be called upon to
hear an ever increasing share in the problems which beset
every Government. and Baroda, hy reason of its high
standard of efficiency in education and administratiov
will be expeeted 1o play a role of great imporiance.

I have been very greatly interested in Your Highness’
reference to the secheme which vou liave put forward with
a view to the readinstment of the relations cxisting
hetween the Raroda State and certain of her tributaries.
Tinder this scheme, while yvou have sought to effect an
improvement in economic and administrative conditions
and to provide for financial relief to the States and
istates concerned, vou have wisely taken care to leave
their powers and privileges unimpaired. 1 sincerely
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trust that the Feudatories to whom Your Highness has
referred will give your proposals tHeir full and careful
consideration, for they will certainly he well advised to
do 8o,

Your Highness has mentioned the subject of Com-
munalism in India. Tt is for the/leaders of creeds and
eommunities so to set their house in order that toleraiion
may prevail. Communalism must necessarily retard
progress and (as T have said in a speeeh which I recently
made at Allahabad), it is-the duty of all those who have
the welfare of their land at heart.to show courage and
wisdom so that this evil may be eradicated and India
may enter on her new econstitution with the omens favour-
able and the course set fair. I heartily endorse every
word that Your Iighness hias said on this subjeet znd [
sincerely trust that your appeal will not fall on deaf ears

I thank Your Highness most gratefully for the
generous and gracious remarks which you have made with
regard to my wife’s constant efforts and activities on
behalf of the women of India. No one knows better
than I how well deserved those words are. The welfare
and progress of this great country are as near and dear
to her heart as they are to my own. I ean assure Your
Highness that it is a matter of the keenest disappoint-
ment to Her Excellency that ill-health has prevented her
heing with us all this evening.

I feel that T cannot sit down without saying how
pleased T was {o learn of the Hononr which was hestowed
at the New Year upon Your Iichness’ Dewan, Sic V, T.
Krishnamacharia. who hag plaved such an important part
in the Constitutional diseussions which took placo in
England and who has rendered such consistent and out-
standing service to Your Highness and to Baroda.
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In conelusion I thank Your Highness once again for
your kind hospitality and I must once again say how
glad I am to have been able to he present here on this
auspicious oecasion and to pay my tribute of regard to
Your Highness and Her Highness whose friendship I
have valued for many years, and I ask you all Ladies and
Gentlemen to join with me in offering to His Highness
our warmest congratulations upon the happy occasion of
his Diamond Jubilee, and to drink to the long life and
happiness to Their Highnesses and prosperity to the
Baroda State.

OPENING OF THE SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGICAL
INSTITUTE AT BARODA.

His Excelleney the Vieeroy performed the opening ecere- 6th January
mony of the Seience and Technological Institute at Barods on o
Monday, the 6th January 1936, and made the following
speech -

Your Highness, Ladies and Gentlemen,—It affords me
great pleasure to open the: Seicnce and Technological
Institute which has been erccted as a memorial to 1dis
Highness the Maharaja Gaekwar on the occasion of his
Golden Jubilee. I cannot commend too highly the wisdom
of choosing a memorial of this kind, For it at once
embodies in a permancent form the feelings of affection
for His Highness which are hield by those of his subjeets
who have so generously contributed to the cost of this
Institute. It also provides a means of further progress
and development on scientific lines within the State.

T have elsewhere alluded to the general and material
progress on modern lines within the Baroda Sfate. T
can safely say that in such matters the Baroda 3tate
is second to none, and for this most satisfactory position
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the subjects of this Ntate are greatly indebted to the
wisdom and foresight of its present ruler. Scientific
research continues to play an ever-imereasing part in the
modern progress and development of the human race, and,
through the medium of the Institute which I am ahout to
declare open, further facilities will be available to the
students and others of this State, of which T trust they
will take the fullest advantage.

I have great pleasure in declaring open the Golden
Jubilee Secience and Technological Tnstitute.

LAYING OF THE FOUNDATION STONE OF THE NEW
ARTS COLLEGE AT RAJKOT.

7th January His Execellency the Viceroy made the following speeeh at
1936, the laying of the Foundation Stone of the New Arts College
at Rajkot on Tuesday, the 7th January 1936 :—

Thakore Saheb, Ladies and Genilemen,~1 mrst fivst
thank you, Thakore Saheb; for the kind welecome yon have
given me and for the charming way in which you have
referred to Her Excellency, who mueh regrets that the’
pressure of other engagements has prevented her from
being present with me today. It gives me great pleasure
to visit Rajkot, and to see again a State which was well
known to me in the days of that fine sportsman, the late
Thakore Saheb Sir Liakhaji Raj. T am delighted to know
that financial conditions in your State are so satisfactory.
The central position of your State and the fact that your
capital is the headquarters of the Western India States
Agency have ecertainly eontributed much to your material
resources. These circumstances also place you in a some-
what exacting position ; for your capital is constantly
visited by your brother Rulers and your administration
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is under a eritical serutiny more constant than iu the case
of more outlying States

I appreciate very much your reference to the outcome
of my efforts towards the restoration of order and tran-
quillity in  India, and the leading of her destinies to a
higher status. The measure which has now been enacted
represents the result of years of deliberation and dis-
cussion between the various interests concerned, snd
though, like all the products of human effort, it cannot
claim perfection, it does “represent, and is, I believe,
generally admitted to vepresent, a solid advance towards
the goal which all good Indians have at heart, and holds
out promise of the achievement by India of that destiny
which is hers to realise, if she will. As you know, [
have always believed that the Indian States have a large
part to play towards the realisation of that destiny ; and
I hope and Dbelieve ' that they  will fully realise their
responsibilities and take an important part in the establish-
ment of a great Federation of India.

1 am plad to know, Thakore Saheb, of the measures
vou have taken towards the satisfaction of the material
needs of your people, and it gives me great pleasure to
be associated with the foundation of your Arts College.
T am deeply touched by your desire to associate scholay-
ships at this institution with my own name and with
that of Her Excellency, and T am delighted to agree to
yonr suggestion. The geographical position of your capital
and its position as an important railway centre render it
particularly suitable for such a College. and 1 am parti-
cularly pleased to know that the people uoi only of the
town, but also of the ('ivil Station have shown Ly sohid
contributions their anxicty to forward the project. It
also seems t¢ me a matter of great satisfaction that the
College is to contain provision for vocational training. It



168 Speeches by the Earl of Willingdon.

Prige-giving ai the Rajhumar College, Rajkot.

is a commonplace of educational eriticiswn in India that
the production of Arts graduates is greatly in excess of
the demand for them ; and that India needs industrial
and scientific {raining for her young men if progress is
to he achieved and stagnation avoided. 1 hope therefore
that the praetical training which you contemplate that
the College will afford will not be allowed to be over-
shadowed by a purely Arts course. 1 feel sure that it
is in the provision of a scientific and vocational training
that you can do most to serve your generation. Your
efforts in this direction will be closely watched by the
other Rulers of Kathiawar, and if your venture here is a
suecess, you may be assured that it will be copied else-
where. 1 will now with great pleasure lay the foundation
stone of this justitution, and I wish for it all success as a
contributor towards the welfare not only of Rajkot but
also of other areas of which Rajkot is the centre.

PRIZE-GIVING AT THE RAJKUMAR COLLEGE, RAJKOT.

8th January His Y¥xcellenecy the  Vieeroy made the following speech
1936, at the Prize-giving ceremony at the Rajkumar College, Rajkot,
on Wednesday, the 8th January 1936 ;—

Mr. Principal, Your Highnesses, Princes and Chiefs,
Ladies and Gentlemen,~—1 am delighted to have this
opportunity of visting once again the Rajkumar College
in whose activities when I was Governor of Bombay I
used to take a keen personal interest and to find that, in
spite of having passed through somewhat difficult times,
as, you, Sir, have told us, the oldest of the Chiefs’ Colleges
in India ig, I trust, on the fair way to renewed vigour and
usefulness in the life of the country.

1t was therefore with the greatest attention that 1
listened to your most interesting remarks on all the
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changes that have been made in the general character of
the college-changes, let me say, with whieh I most cordially
agree, and which, as you have truly said, required great
courage and decision on the part of the members of your
Council, And 1 think it is well that our oldest ClLiets’
College should set this example to other Chiefs’ Coliegas
in India of establishing a public school systen1, which
I am sure will prove of great advantage to the young
men who are being trained here in giving them grit and
character to fit them for taking up their responsibilities
when they start their carecers in publie life.

L san well understand your auxiety, Mr, Prinecipal,
when the change was made front each boy having his own
set of rooms, his kifchen and private servants which was
the case when I came here in 1916 to the dormitory and
general mesging system which is the general custom in
all public schools in Eugland, and am delighted to learn
that this system has in no way disrupted the college, but
that the numbers have increased by something near 100
per cent. But the numbers, as I understand it, are stili
only 40, a number hardly sufficient to fulfil all the pur-
poses of a public school either in the elass room or the
playing fields, and | much hope to see the rulers of the
Ageney and particularly of Kathiawar rallying to its
support and making it a strong and flourishing institution.

I have long had the privilege of the acquaintance and
friendship of the rulers of the States in Kathiawar, and
indeed of those throughout I[ndia and have had much
experience of their generosity in subseribing to worthy
purposes. I am therefore delighted to know that the
memorial fund raised on the initiative of IIis Highness
of Rampur, to the memory of my old friend, His Highness
the late Jam Saheb of Nawanagar, who himself during
hig life-time was the greatest champion of the fortunes
of the vollege for many vears, should have been given to



8th January
1936.

170 Speeches by the Earl of Willingdon.

Reception of the non-Salute Chiefs and T'alukdars of the Western
India States Agency.

the founding of scholarships which will bear his name,
And T feel sure, Mr. Principal, that 2 word of very sincere
congratulation and thanks should go from me to you and
to all those who assist you [or the part you have taken
in successtully guiding the affairs of the college through
these difficult times of change, and it is clear that your
innovation of appointing a matron instead of a Sub-
Assistant Surgeon has proved eminently successful, for
Miss Hilson’s appointment has clearly had the most
admirable influence by giving confidence to all parents
that their children at the college are being thoroughly well
cared for.

Lastly let me say, Sir, how very gratified I was to
listen to your expressions of appreciation of the interest
taken by Sir Courtenay Latimer in the affairs of the
college, and (to use your own words) of his * unfailing
help and wise advice ’ which have both been invaluable to
vou. I need only add that I am certain, 1 am sure { may
say on Sir Courtenay’s behalf, that that help aud adviece
will always be available wheuever you require it in the
future,

RECEPTION OF THE NON-SALUTE CHIEFS AND
TALUKDARS OF THHE WESTERN INDIA STAT#HS
AGENCY.

His Execellency the Viceroy made the following speech
at the reception of the non-Salute Chiefs and Talukdars of the
Western India States Agency on Wednesday, the Sth January
1936 :—

Gemtlemen~It gives me very great pleasure to
have this opportunity of meeting the nou-salute Chiefs
and Talukdars of this Ageney. Some of you living in
Kathiawar I have already wmet when I visited Rajkot as
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Governor of Bombay in 1916, Others, trom the arca now
known as the Sabar Kantha Agency, were not included
in an Agency with its headguarters in Rajkot when T last
visited Kathiawar.

Yeuwr numbers have considerably increased sinee the
last. oceaston on which you were addressed by a Vieeroy.
In aceordance with the policy laid down in the Montagu-
Chelmeford Report, 'uleh and the old Banas Kantha
Ageneies were  brought into direet relations with the
Goverrment ol India along with Kathiawar in (ctober
1924, In pursuance ofithe same policy the States of the
old Mahi Kantha Ageney were included in the Western
India States in April 1933 and were also brought into
direet relation with the Government of India with the
result that the gathering before me ineludes a number of
representatives of (lujarat as well as of Kathiawar, To
the newveomers T offer aoweleome,  To all T wish to express
my best wishes and the assurance that their difficulties
are appreciated, and that  their  aspirations have the
sympa-hy of the Government of India,

The years sinee 1927, when Lord Trwin visited Rajkot,
have 1ot been years of plenty, but none have been years
of famwine, AN Chiefs and Talukdars have suffered from
the world depression and the lTow prices ruling for agri-
enttural produee.  Signs, however, are not wanting to
snggest that the period of depression is slowly passing
away, and with a revival of trade and industry the prices
of agrienltural prodnee are likely to rise,

T am sure that vou all realise that your chief strength
lies in the prosperity and contentment of vour subjects,
and that as Tiord Trwin pointed out to you in 1927, the
princinal justification of all rule is that it should be good
rule. Tn Tndia as a whole the fact has recently won
inereasing recognition that the real India lives in the
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villages and that rural uplift deserves a prominent place
in any measure conceived for the general good. The
subjects of most of you are a purely agricultural popula-
tion, and it is the welfare of the cultivators with which
you are prinecipally concerned. And in this connection
I would strongly urge on your attention the benefits which
attach to security of tenure for oceupants of the land.
Without such security no cultivator will get the best out
of his land, and if the people suffer, the Ruler must
ultimately suffer also.

The period of warfare in the Western India States
Agency was followed by an age of bitter litigation, in
which the conflict between different States and Talukas
was transferred from the battlefield to the Court room.
In such conflicts the interests of the country as a whole
were often forgotten. There are welcome signs that
Chiefs and Talukdars are beginning to realise that victories
won in this field often ecost the victor as much as the
vanquished, and that a willingness to compromise and a
readiness to discuss points of difference in a friendly spirit
are likely to result in settlements acceptable to both sides.
1 appeal to von all to cultivate this spirit and thus to
extend the area of friendly co-operation and Lereficent
enterprise.

The passing of the Government of India Aet 1% a
reminder that we are living in an age of change, and that
constitutional arrangements are in course of readjustment.
I believe that a Federal Constitution, which will bring the
Indian States for the first time into constitutional relatior-
ship with British India, must add strength, stability and
prosperity to India ax a whole. To many of you the
future may seem uneertain. and the precise means by
which the smaller States and Talukas are to be brought
into the Federal scheme can only be satisfactorily
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evolved if all concerned bring the right spiric to the
task. I believe that given goodwill the problem can e
solved in a mauner which should be satisfactory to all,
Some of you may regret that in your case as in that of
many of the salute States separate representation for
your States in the Federal Legislature of the future is
impossible. In a country of the size of India this canuot
be avoided. But I ean see no reason why the group re-
presentation proposed should not adequately voice your
interests,

In conclusion T should like to repeat my pleasure at
this meeting and my good wishes for the future of your-
selves and your subjeets

OPENING OF THE WILLINGDON DAM AT JUNAGADH.

His Excellency the Vieeroy made the following speech 10th Janus
at the Opening of the Willingdon Dum at Junagadh on Friday, 1836.
the 10th January 1936 -—

Yowr Highness, Ludies and Gentlemen,—My first

pleasant Jduty is to extend to Your Highness the warmest
thanks of Her Excelleney and myself for the very [riendly
and cordial welcome you have given to us both today.
Let me say it wus not nnexpected, for Your Highness
and 1 are very old friends, and I have always taken the
keenest interest in the progress and development of your
State ever since the days when I was Governor of Bombay
and you were a very yvouthful and budding ruler.

As Your Highnesy has rightly observed, we had the
pleasure of visiting you iu your State nearly 20 years ago,
and, with that visit still fresh in our memories we felt
confident that a warm welcome would await us on our
return. Your Highness has referred to the disappoint-
ment you cxperienced when we had to postpone oar visit
to you last year. T.et me assure you that Lady Willingdon
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and I shared your disappointinent, but we were determined
not to leave India without revisiting an old (riend who
rules over the premier State in Kathiawar-—one of the
leading Muslim States of India.

The traditional loyalty of the Babi House to the
British Crown and Empire has lonug been rvecognised by
many of my predecessors, and I shall have great pleasure
in communicating to 1lis Majesty the King-Emperor
Your Highness’ assurance of your steadfast devotion and
loyalty to His Majesty’s Throne and Person.

1 was delighted to learn of the satisfactory position
in whieh Junagadh now finds itself, both financially and
in other important respects, and it ix a particular pleasure
to know that the communal fecling which mwade itself
evident in your State four years ago hay now 1 hope
entirely  disappeared. Your graceful reference to the
assistance which Your Highness has always received from
my Political Officers is a sonree of great gratification to
me. 1 am sure that in the future as in the past, they will
ever deem it no less a pleasure than a duty to give you any
agsistanee of which von may be in need,

The fine buildings and institutions of Junagadh are
a striking evidence of the solicitude and care which Your
Highness and vour predeeessors have always shown for
the welfare and comfort of your subjeets and the |)t'l'.'.N(-‘n‘[,
water-supply scheme will undoubtedly do a great deal more
in this regard. I very greatly appreciate the sentiments
which have prompted Your Ilighness to call by my name
the Dam which is about to be inanpurated and it gives
me much pleasure fo know that the name of Willingdon
will he assoeiated in future in Junagadh with a work of
such important pnblie utility. T shounld like to take this
opportunity of congratulating the designer of the raservoir
and the engineers who have so sueecessfully ecarried ont the
work on which the laree sum of oight lakhs of rupees has
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been spent. It is my very sincere hope that the Willingdon
Dam and Reservoir, whieh 1 now deelave open, will long
stand to contribute to the well-being and comfort of the
people of Junagadh and as g memorial of the beueficent
activities of the Durbar,

UNVEILING OF THE MEMORIAL STATUE OF THA
LATE JAM SAHER OF NAWANAGAR.

In unvelling the Memoritl Statue ot the late Jam Saheb
of Nawanarar on Saturday, fie 11th Januvary 1936, His Ex-
celleney the Viceroy made the following speech :—

Your Highness, Ladics —and  (entlemen,—I am sure
that we must all have listend with feelings of consider-
able emotion to the very moviig aud affecting speech which
Your Highness has just made on this oceasion which you
have truly said is tinged witl a certain melancioly, For
to me today this oceasion resally  vividly to my mind a
{riendship which [ valued excedingly, a friendship between
yonr uncle the late Maharaje of Nawanagar and myselt
which began over 40 years agu when he was proving
himself to be one of the greatwst cricketers the world has
ever known, and which 1 rejsice to feel remained firm
and sure vuntil the day of his drath. 1 have always deeply
regretted that circnmstances m de it neeessary to postpoue
the celebration of s late 1z amess” Silver Jubilee in his
State, for 1 should deavly hare liked 1o have patd wy
tribute in his living presence "o one who was always an
ambassador of eo-operaiion, ob friendship, and gooedwili
between our two races, and who when he succeeded to the
oreat. responsibilities of rulersh p of his State, was never
weary in worlking for the advaniement and welfare of his
people. But that was not to be  Still as I feel, like you,
Your Highness, that those we 'ove best in this life are

11th Janua
1936,
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always near us in spirit after they have left us to lelp
and guide us in undertaking our duties and responsibilities,
I am sure that your unele’s spiritual presence is with us
today, sharing with us the joy we all feel that his subjeets
have raised this permanent memorial to their late rnler,
a tribute from them all of their love and gratitude to him
for his constant care for and interest in their well-being,
I remeimber well when my wife and 1 came to visit His
Jate Highness in the year 1916, and he did us the honour
of naming the Willingdon Crescent after us as a perma-
nent record of our  friendship. Ile bad already begun
then to create the new city of Jamnagar., But uow, when
I come back again in 1936 and see the wonderful develop-
ments all around me, I must use the phrase that you have
used in another connection and say like the Queen of
Sheba that the half had not becn told me, for, as T look
around me and see the fine buildings and broad roads of
a modern and healthy eity, your remark that your uncle
found a city which was poor, squalid and insanitary and
has left it to his sucecessor rieh and dignified, and adorned
with fine public buildings of all kinds, is completely
justified. Your Highness, he has left you a great legaey,
but at the same time a very great responsibility, and I
rejoice in the knowledge that you have already shown
every evidence of following his splendid example, and of
setting yourself to continue his labours for the good of
your people, vour country, and the British Empire.

And so, Sir, T shall perform this ceremony with a
heart full of memories of a great ruler, a great gentleman,
and above all to me personally a tried and trusted friend,
and it is my most sincere hope that that friendship, so
firmly based with the raler of your house so many vears
ago, will remain with me during my life with Your
Highness and every member of your family,
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His Excellency the Viceroy made the following speech
at the opening of the “ Willingdon Secretariat” at Morvi on
Monday, the 13th January 1936 :(—

Your Highness, Ladies and Gentlemen,—My first word
This morning must be to express to Your Highness from
my wife and myselt our pleasure and happiness at finding
ourselves enjoying the hospitality of a very old friend
and our visit recalls to our minds many recollections
of those tour years in Bowbay when Your Highness and
Your Highness’ late fauther weve never weary in helping
us in all our many activities connected with the Great
War. I am sincercly gratetul for the very kind terms
in which Your Highness has welcomed us to your State
and the geunerous, indeed most flattering, terms in which
you have referred to! our varied labours during the
happy years we have spent in your country. 1 need
hardly say that I feel much honoured at your suggestion
that this fire building should bear my name, and T aceept
the honour very gladly. [ assure Your Highness that we
hoth feel it a great privilege to be given this opportunity
te be present at this gathering and to declare open this
magnificent group of buildings of the genesis of which
Your Highuess has given us so intervesting an account.
It is clear that Your Highness, while respecting by the
retention as a temple of the eentral building the religious
impulse which animated your late father, hag turued the
remainder to a practical use which is, if T may say
so, thoroughly characteristic of Your IHighness. Morvi
has been fortunate in the possession of architects and
builders capable of desiging and constructing such
buildings and of Rulers with the power and the will to
bring them into being. T have already seen enough of
the town to show me that the Secretariat is not the on]y

13th Januas
1938,
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fine building here, and that on all sides are to be scen
evidences of the taste and generosity of Your Highness
and of the late Ruler, your father.

I have been most interested. as | am sure we all
here have been, to listen to the acconnt of what the
Durbar have done in the meore praetical and utilitarian
sphere. Railways, tramways, telephones, Town and Tort
Development, State workshops, an Agricultural Bauk,
Water Works and a Famine Insurance Fund all testify
to the care of the administration fur the material needs of
the people. On Hospitals genervus sums have heen l-
ready expended, and Your Highness has told us 1hat the
large sum of rupees  three lakhs has been set aparr to
commemorafe by a new Hospital the Silver Jubilee of
Their Majesties. Free edueation, both Primary and
Secondary, show that the minds of the people ave eared
for as well as their bodies. 1 amm glad to know of the
efforts which are being wmade for the improvement of the
status of the depressed classes, | sympathise strongly also
with the efforts Your Highness is making to perpetuate
and improve the famous Kathi breed of horses. The im-
provements of whieh Your Highness has spoken have cost
large sums of money. and have only Leen possible sy a
result of the careful management of the State finances,
I congratulate Your Highness in having been able to
achieve so satisfactory a finaneinl position, especially in
view of the somewhat diffieult situation with whieh yon
were faced on your suecession to the fFadi.

T appreciate very much Your Highness' veferenes 1o
the approaching termination of my period of office as
Governor-General nf Tndia and the good wishes you have
expressed for Her Excellency and myself. Though we
shall shortly he leaving India. we shall never forget it on
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the many friends we have made here ; and our interest
in India and our with it will not grow less
when we leave its shores. We shall always be glad to
have had an opportunity to visit Morvi and to reaffirm
a friendship whiceh was made long years ago, and we shall
always remember the very kind welcome we have received
from your subjects today. We wish Your Highness and
your State all happiness and an ever-inereasing share of
prosperity, and trust we may have many opportunities of

svmpathy

meeting each other iu future years

LAYING OF

THE FOUNDATION STONE OF THE

NEW WILLINGDON HOSPITAL AT WANKANER
AND THE UNVEILING OF THE STATUE OF HIS

HIGHNESS.

His Excelleney the
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And now, Your Highness, T must thank yon most
gratefully on behalf of Her Excellency and myself for the
very cordial welcome you have extended to us both today.
We are delighted to be with you and we appreciate to
the full the generous references you have made to such
services as we have been privileged to render to this great
country in past years.

Your Highness has alluded to the part played by
Wankaner in the Great War, and you have also recalled
with characteristic modesty the part that you yourself
played. Being in Bombay, as [ was, at the time, 1 know
that all that Your ITighness has claimed—and more—is
true and if proof were needed of that faet, one has only
to recall the military rvank which Your Highness now
bears as a result of your own personal services and the
enhancement of your Salute which was a tribute to the
loyal and devoted serviee rendered hy Your Highness and
your subjects during those four terrible years.

I listened with the greatest inlerest to your aeconnt
of the improvements—particularly in the development of
sanitation and medical relief—which yon have been able to
achieve in your State sinee you came to the Gadi, and the
hospital, of which 1 am shortly to lay the foundation stone,
is a further testimony to the constant and abiding interest
which Your Highness has always shown for the comfort
and well-being of your people.

Mr, President, it was with particular pleasure that
I listened to the charming and sincere tribute which you
paid in your speech to His Highness the Maharana Saheh,
and I am delighted to think T am associating myself with
you and all His Highness’ subjects by unveiling a statue
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of His Highness by the erection of which vou are giving
practical expression of the gratitude and devotion ihat
you all feel towards your ruler. His Highness can look
back through the long period of his rule to years of quiet
and unobtrusive work for the good of his subjects and of
many beneficent measures steadfastly carried out.

In a State where the majority of the subjects depend
on agriculture for their livelihood. His Highness has done
much for the commaon good by promoting a Caltivaters’
Bank and the active eneouragement of irrigation. As you
have rightly said, Mr. President, an increased acreage
under the plough of some 33 per cent. is a proof of the
suecess of His Highness” measnres. The reduction of
taxes, the reorganisation of the Police, the development
of industry, along with the improvement and beautification
of the urban area and the creation of a competent judieciary,
independent of the execttive, are all achievements of which
both ruler and subjeets may well be proud, and have
beeu rendered possible only as a resalt of careful economy
and studious avoidance of all wasteful and speculative
expenditure The inerease during the present century
in the numbar of pupils in the State schools and the large
inerease in State expenditure on  edneation also bear
testimony to an enlightened administration.

The picture which you, Mr. President, have drawn of
His Highness as a man accords well with the record of his
achievements, and T look forward in a few moments’
time to unveiling a statue which I trust will ever serve
to recall to the people of Wankaner the deep debt of
gratitude they owe to His Highness Maharana Shri Sir
Amarsinhji Banesinhji, '
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lﬁ%h January Ris Excellency the Vieeroy performed the opening ceremony
v36 of the Shri Daulatsinhji Bridge at Liwhdi on Wednesday, the
16th January 1936, and made the following speech -

Thakor Saheb, Ladies and Gentlemen,—I muast first
of all thank you, Thakor Sabeb, for the very kind way in
which you have welcomed Her Excelleney and wyseif to
your capital, and for the charming references which you
have made in your speech hoth to Her Excelleney and to
myself. 1t gives us both the greatest pleasure to visit a
friend of such long standing as-yon, Sir, to refresh old
memories of your State which we first visited some 20
years ago and to see for omselves the many improvements
whieh you have effected in that time. I have beey most
interested to hear of the measures which you have adopted
sinece your accession to the adi in 1908 to  falfil the
promises you then made to strive far the happinass of vour
people.  You have told us what lias been done in the
provision of free edncation and free medical relief, and
I have hecu particularly interested 1o kunow of rhe success
of the Girls’ School which bears Her Excellency’s name.
The re-planning and re-building of the town of Iiwmbdi
have done much to contribute towards the welfare of its
inhabitants. and 1 am  glad—thoueh not sarprsed-—to
know how at yonr recent Jubilee eelebrations your subjects
showed their appreciation of your efforts in their belialf.
The constroction of the bridge which | am about 1o declare
open over the Bhogavo river will hriug the town of Limbdi
within easy reach of outlying sareas of the State, and 1
congratulate you, Sir. on the eompletion of the bridee,
which as you have told us, was initiated some seven vears
ago. Demands on the Road Development aceounti ure
numercus and it is  impossible for all the claimants for
assistance from it to be satisfied ; but in the final outecme
the State has succeeded in building a magnificent bridge
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which I frust may stand for nwany years as a memorial
to the Ruler whose natne it bears. It will now give me
great pleasure to declare the bridge open.

OPENING OF THE RAM RAJENDRASINHJII HOSPITAL
AT LIMBDI.

His Fxcellency the Vieeroy made the following speech 15th Ja,mm-
on the oecasion of the opening of the Ram  Rajendrasinhji
Hpspital ot Limbdi on Wednesday, the 15th January 1936 :—

Thakor Saheb, Ludies and (Zentlemen,—I have already
expressed 1o yon, Thakor Baheb, the pleasure it has given
to Her Excelleney and myself, especially after the dis-
appointment which we unavoidably suffered last year, to
vigit an oid friend and to revive our memories of your
capital, first visited by us In 1916, T am partienlarly
glad that i+ should have fallen to my lot to be associuted
with the opening of twol works of such public utility
the Danlat Bridege, amd the fine Iospital which we see
before us, The name which the FHospital bears has a
pathetic interest for us,  perpetuating  as it does, the
memory of vour young and promising grandson, and we
need hardly assure yvou of our deep sympathy in your
foss by his vntimely death.

T am sure you have all heen as interested as 1 have
been to listen to the account which the Thakor Saheb has
given us of the development and  expansion of medieal
facilities in his State. Tn this Hospital towards the cost
of which a share has heen horne by the people of Timbdi
therr stands o permanent memorial of the humane impulses
of both Ruler and people. The sums expended on its
construetion and equipment, and the most generous pro-
vision over and ushove the initial outlay made hy the
Thakor Saheh towards an endowment fund ensure that
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it will be maintained in an efticient manuer. The Thakor
Saheb has referred, may 1 say with justice, to the untiring
efforts of Her Excellency towards the alleviation of suffer-
ing among the people with whom she has lived during the
years she has been in this country ; and if the onercus
duties of my office have prevented me from taking an
equally active part, you are right in thinking that I am
as deeply interested in all efforts towards this object. 1
rejoice to know of this fresh instance of the Thakor Saheb’s
solicitude for his subjects in this regard, and I trust that
the Hospital which it will tiow give me great pleasure fo
declare open may long contribute to the welfare of the
people of Limhdi.

BANQUET AT BHAVNAGAR.

18th January His Highness the Maharaja of Bhavnagar gave s Banquet
1936. in honour of Their Excelleneies' visit to his State on Thursday,
the 16th Jannary 1936. In replying to the toast of his health

His Excellency the Viceroy said :—

Your Highness, Latlies and Gentlemen~—Let me at
once express to Your Highness the warmest thanks of Her
Excellency and myself for the very kind terms in which
you have proposed our healths. Your Highness has given
a very apt quotation from the Ilarrow Schoo! Song, and,
although it is a somewhat unusual experience for e, 1
feel that T ean on this oceasion identify myself heartily
with a Harrow sentiment and follow Your Highness’
admirable example in making a short speech. Ilowever,
let me assure Your Highness that both Her Excellency
and T are delighted to have this opportunity of revisiting
Bhavnagar and seeing once again a State in which we
were entertained nearly twenty years ago when Your
Highness' father was Ruler of your State. Fle was in
his life-time one of the best and truest friends T ever had
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in India. 1 well remember the cordial welecome he gave
us on our first visit to Bhavnagar at that time, and 1
can particularly call to mind an event on that oeeasion
which much impressed itself on my mind, when I was
driven in a motor car round the city by Her Highuess,
your mcther, who proved to be most skilful at the wheel.
And may [ add that the photograph to which Your
Highunes: referred in your speeeh is ample proot that, if
young in years, you are also—to me—old in friendship
{00.

May 1 make one short farther personal reference to
a very old friend of mine who is a distinguished ecitizen
of Your Ilighness’ State, Sir Prabhashanker Pattani, T
shall always be grateful to him for his loyal help and
guidance to me when we were intimately associated to-
gether in my early years in India in our administrative
work in Bombay. I think be and I can claim that we have
both grown grey in the serviee of the Empire, and he ean
certainly claim that be has given unstinted and devoted
service to the Rulers of Bhavnagar for many long years.

I have been much interested to listen to the modest
account Your Highness has given of what you have been
able to do for your people since you assumed the ad-
ministration of vour State four years ago. The Durbar
has been most generous in writing off revenue arrears and
the arrangements made to liquidate the private debts of
cultivators represent a solid contribution to the welfare
of your agricultural population. I am glad to learn. too,
that efforts are being made to improve the facilities for
technieal edueation in Bhavnagar and thus reduce in some
measure the unemployment which I always feel is made
more acute in this country by the fact that undue adherence
is paid to purely literary studies. I was furthermnore very
pleased to see thiz morning both the completion of the
scheme for improving the water supply of Bhavnagar and
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the inauguration of the drainage and watersupply pro-
jeets whieh I trust will in due eours: contribuiec much
to the comfort and convenience of the people of this town.
I congratulate Your llighness on the great inrercst, you
are taking in the welfare of your subjects, and I am sure
that in the years to come you will continue to wmaintain
that interest.

Your Highness, 1 thank you once again for the very
kind hospitality you have shown to us during our visif.
You may be sure that Her Excclleney and 1 will always
take the keenest interest in you and your Stale, and we
shall look forward to hearing that the promise of your
early days has been amply fultilled in your maturity.

Ladies and Gentlemen, [ ask you all to drink (o the
happiness and prosperity of our host, Iis IHighness the
Maharaja of Bhavnagar,

LUNCHEON AT PALITANA.

17th January The Thakor Sabeb of Palitana gave a Luncheon Party in
1036. honour of Their Execellencies’ visit to his State on Friday, the
17th January 1936. 1n replying to the toast of his health Ilis

Excellency the Vieeroy said :—

Thakor Saheb, Ludies and Gentlemen,—It has given
Her Excelleney and myself the greatest pleasnre,
Thakor Saheb, to come to Palitana once again after many
years and to renew our acquaintance with its people. 'The
interest of our visit here today is enhanced by the fact
that the pleasure of a visit to your State has fallen to
the lot of no previous Viceroy. We thank you most
cordially for the warmth of the welcome yon have ex-
tended to us and for the very charming words you have
just vsed in proposing our healths for the acceptance of
those present here this afternoon who, like ourselves, have
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the privilege of enjoying your kind and generous
hospitality.

I was particularly pleased to hear the delightful
tribute that you paid to those who were responsible for
your early upbringing, and 1 am confident that if they
were with you today, they would be proud indeed to see
that the time and care they expended on yon in vour
early davs had produced such sueccessful results and that
their charge had proved himself to be such a worthy ruler
of his subjects. You, Thakor Saheh. like T at mine, re-
presented your school at ericket, and I am sure that the
experience that you gained on the playing fleld must have
stood you in good stead all your life. You learnt how to
take hard knocks, you learnt the team spirit and ahove
all you learnt how to play the game whether the wicket
was a good or a sticky one,

1 was greatly interested to hear of the progressive
measures which you, with the limited resources at your
disposal, have earried out in your State during your peviod
of rule, and T would particularly like to eongratulate yon
on your having fixed a Civil List for your own expendi-
ture, on your havine appointed an independent judiciary
and on your having ereated a pensionable State Service with
seeurity of tenure, No one can deny that these are measures
of far-reachine importance which must conduee in no small
way to the well-beine of vour State. Your interest in
other fields, such as the provision of education, increased
medical aid, a water and electrie light supply, a new
market which yon, Thakor Ssheb, have been good enough
to name after me, and last, but not least, the library which
T was privileged to open today aud whieh will perpetuate
in Palitana the Silver Jubilee of our beloved Sovereign,
the King-Emperor, is further proof—if such were needed—
of the constant care and aftention that you hava displayed
in the welfare of your subjects.
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I am looking forward to secing once again the
Palitana paddock, whieh I first visited 20 years ago, and
I am delighted to hear that you, Thakor Saheb, are
following the splendid example of your grandfather and
father in the interest which you take in your Stud and
in your efforts to maintain purity of blood and quality in
the famous Kathi brecd.

In conclusion I wish to thank you very sinecrely for
the charming remarks yon have made with regard to my
wife’s activities with every word of which I most fully
and cordially agree. Let me assure you, Thakor Saheb,
that it will give me the greatest possible pleasure to convey
to Their Majesties the assurance of your loyalty aund devo-
tion, and [ will also remind Her Majesty of the interesting
event in your life that you have told us of, an event which
I know will always be a matter of great pride to yourseif,
and the recollection of which will be of great interest to
Her Majesty.

Ladies and Gentlemen, 1 ask you to join with me in
drinking to the health and happincss of the Thakor of
Palitana.

ADDRESS OF WELCOME FROM THE PEOPLE OF
GONDAL.

18th 3annary His Excellency the Vieeroy reecived an Address of Welcome
from the people of Gondal on Saturday, the 18th January 19386,
and in reply said :—

Sheth Revashanker Vanechand, Ladies and Gentle-
men~—I thank you, Sir. very warmly for the kindly and
cordial welcome that you. on behalf of the people of
Gondal, have extended to Her Excellency and myself
today. It is a very real pleasure to us both to visit Gondal
once again and to have this opportunity of renewing the
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aequaintance of many whom we met when we were last
here in 1916.

It is but natural that on this occasion youn should
remind me of the great celebrations held here just over
a year ago to commemorate the Golden Jubilee of my
old friend, His !Hlighness the Maharaja. 1 learnt at that
time of the enthusiastic way in which you gave expression
to your feelings of gratitude and loyalty to yovur Ruler
who has so ably and sympathetically guided the affairs of
his State for many lopg years, 1 share with you your
admiration for His Ilighness’ simple and unostentatious
mode of living, for his insistence ou economy, for his care
for hus subjeets and for the great achievements in his
State which have becu rendered possible by the careful
management of his finances,  You are indeed to be con-
gratulated on the admirable provision of roads and schools
with which ¥is Highness has provided you and on the
security of tenure which the -eultivators amongst you
enjoy. The complete absence of taxation makes you the
envy of many who are in 4 less fortunate position, and
makes me feel that when my official life here is over, I
might seriously eonsider requesting His Highness to allow
me to take up my permanent resideunce in Gondal as a
subjeet of his State. In h's very early days, His Highness
gave you a foretaste of his quality when, soon alter
succeeding to the Gadi, he coneeived and carried out his
design of becoming a Doctor of Medicine of a Turopean
University. The standard whieh I1iy Highness set in his
vouth he bas maintained throuzhout his life, and T feel
sure that it must have been as gratifving to His ITighness
as it was to myself to listen to the fine tribute which you,
Sir, on behalf of your fellow citizens paid to your Ruler
during the conrse of rour remarks this morning,

You have referred to the fact that Her Esxcellency
and T will shortly be leaving India. We shall do so with



130 I bivw aeur’t UF YW vergwe ...

Banguet at Porbandar.

great regret, but at the same time we shall carry away
with us a real affection for her people, delightful memories
of happy years spent in this wonderful country, and grati-
tude for the many kindnesses that we have received on
every hand. I thank you once again for the warmth of
the welcome you have given us, and T trust that futur
years may bring happiness and prosperity to you all.

BANQUET AT PORBANDAR.

19th January His Excelleney the Viceroy made the following specch i
1936. the State Banquet at Porbandar on SBunday, the 19th Janonr
1936 —

Your Highness, Ladies and Gentlemen,—I nead hard!
assure Your Highness that it is with feelings of ver
genuine pleasure that we find ourselves enjoying the hosy
tality of Your Highnesses whora we can claim as o
personal friends, for my interest in the affairs of Y -
Highness and your State began when I was Goverucr
Bombay, and T am glad to feel that I have besn !
actively to eontinue that interest after I came out hei 3
Viceroy now that all the States of Kathiawar are in /. |
relations with the Government of India.

You have been good enough to make the most ¢l
ing and generous remarks with regard to such hun
services as my wife and 1 have been privileged to -0
in different parts of the world, and very particulari i
this wonderful country, where it has been our gow.i
tune to have lived and laboured for 18 of the besi 1 s
of our lives, years which have been inm many wuy toe
of the most important and anxious in the history . t .

eountry. Looking back over that time I can iva: ¢y
that we have both done our best to work for the © 7 ¢
of the people, and while I am fully aware that (!« re

some who thoroughly disapprove of all I have dm Jj ce
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1 have been Viceroy, I hope and think there are few who
have not appreciated my wife’s untiring efforts in all
branches of social service.

You have spoken of my interest in games, and I
must frecly confess that 1 always in my youth preferred
sport and play to working for examinations. But tonight
I have the opportunity of saying in public what [ have
before now said to you in private, that we ought all to
be extremely grateful to Your Ilighness for the splendid
way in whicly you led the lIndian ericket team over in
England nearly four years ago and how much I feel the
suceess and popularity of ‘the team during their visit was
due to Your llighness’ influence and guidance.

I have been deeply interested in the historiecal aecount
you have given us of your ancient State of Porhandar,
and can lully understand your pride in her past and
your determination to uphold her credit and increase her
prosperity in these more modern days.

You tell me of your efforts to give medical relief to
your people and to improve their educational advantages,
and it is good to hear that some of your State scholars
are already making their mark in scientifie or ad-
ministrative work in this country.

As Your Highness has pointed out, Porbandar has a
long sea board in proportion to its depth of territory,
and the population look naturally and largely to the sea
and to sea traffic for a livelihood. Ag in the case of the
other maritime States of Kathiawar therefore the port
assumes a great importance to the people and you may
not be surprised when I say that T have learnt something
of your port in recent years, All the maritime States
have problems of considerable diffieulty. I hope that as
the result of the discussions which have been taking place
between my Government and the Durbars something
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material may be done to settle conflicting claims and to
satisfy legitimate aspiralions, and I certainly hope that
Porbandar, whose ruler lLas shown so great a veadiness
to co-operate towards the common good, may noi be the
least gainer from any settlement arrived at. Ifach State
has its own special difficulties, and I can only say that it
is my earnest desire to see all neighbouring States co-
operating for their mutua! advantage and the wellure of
Kathiawar generally. It is my sincere hope_that, when
the long period of depression through which we have
passed through disappears and better times refurn to us,
as I trust very shortly, there will be a econsiderable in-
erease in your iudustrial activity, and inereasing pros.
perity to your State and people.

Your Highness, you have suggzested there have been
many shortcomings in  the arrangements for our visit.
Pray set your mind at rest, for we have found none and
we shall long have happy recollections of a very full but
very delightful time spent under the guiding hand of an
old friend, the head of the ancient House of Porbandar,
whose health and that of his Maharani T ask you to drink.

OPENING OF THE WILLINGDON AIR STATION AT
NEW DELHI

His Excelleney the Viceroy performed the Opening Cere-
mony of the Willingdon Air Station, New Delhi, on Saturday,
the 15th February 1936, and made the following speeeh :—

. Ladies and Gentlemen,—1 think you will well under-
stand my feelings when I say that nothing could possibly
give my wife and myself more satisfaction than to be
present at and participate in this interesting ceremony,
which gives very practieal evidence of the advance that
eivil aviation is steadily making in many different parts
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of this country, a country which, as you, Sir, have truly
said, gives almost unrivalled opportunities for air travel.

It is therefore with the greatest pleasure that we come
here to open the first modern Air Station in British India,
and are proud to feel that it will always be known as the
Willingdon Air Station, and we trust that, when we have
left this country, the name may remind many friends
whom we leave here of an air-minded Viceroy and Vicerene
who felt the advantage of using air transport in fulfilling
many of their varied engagements,

I am sure you will all have been interested to hear
Sir Frank Noyce’s very clear account of the main objects
of this present development and his interesting description
of the building which we see before us. T can assura you
that, thanks to the opportunity of elose personal asso-
ciation with my honourable colleague, I have been able
to follow the scheme for the development of the ground
organisation in India with close attention and interest.
Some of you may have thought that the Govermuent of
India have been slow at developing air activities, but I
would ask you to remember that my Government have
heen obliged in the past, partly for financial reasons, and
partly owing to the uncertainty as to the rate ar which
air transport would develop, to feel their way carvefully
in this matter. T think I can safely say that tha future
of air fransport is now assured and this general develop-
ment scheme, of which Sir Frank Noyce has told us and
which will cost over 90 lakhs, is sufficient evidenee of
the confidence of my Government in the future of eivil
aviation. Though at present our purpose must be to
concentrate at most aerodromes on the essential require-
ments of safe operation, it will undoubtedly be necessary,
as traffic develops, to provide the larger acrodromes with
more elaborate control buildings, and I think it very
fitting that the first modern Air Station should be opened
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at the Capital of India, and it is further satisfactory to
know that the building itself is only a part of the improve-
ments to the Delhi Aerodrome which should now be service-
able throughout the year for traffic at all times of the
day and night, While T am very grateful to you, Siv, for
your kind remarks as to the way we have encouraged
aviagtion since we have lived here, T must tell you that
you are running us very close, for I have a vivid recollec-
tion of a tour you took, I think last November, in the
South of India when you fulfilled by air various engage-
ments at various cities in what appeared to be an ex-
haustingly short spaece of time, and were I understand
under the care and guidance of Indian National Airways.

And whilst referring to encouragement of aviation in
this country, T feel that those who are interested in this
new science owe a deep debt of gratitude to His Iiighnesy
the Maharaja of Jodhpur who is not only an expert, pilot,
but has rightly earned unstiited praise for the efficieney
of the whole organisation at his aerodrome at Jodhpur.

And now, Ladies and Gentlemen, it is my privilege
to declare open the Willingdon Air Station and at the
same time to hoist officially for the first time the Air
Ensign which has been adopted by India as the flag of
Commercial Aviation. In doing so let me express the
hope, which T am sure will be shared by all who are present
here today, that the Air Ensign will fly proudly over the
Willingdon and other Air Stations in this countvy as a
symbol of India’s determination to take her part in the
world-wide development of Civil Aviation.

OPENING OF THE INAUGURAL MEETING OF THE
INDIAN INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS.

His Excellency the Viceroy made the following sj.ecch at
the Inauvgural Meeting of the Indian TInstitute of International
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Affairs at the Viceroy’s House on Tuesday, the 3rd March
1936 :—

Ladies and Gentlemen,~—1I need hardly say that it gives
me very great pleasure to preside at this meeting which
has for its object the establishment of a branch in India
of the Royal Institute of International Affairs. Many of
you here this evening are, like myself, members of the
Parent Institute in London, but to those who are not I
would like to say a very few words in order to enlighten
you as to the aims and objeets for which the Institute
was established. Briefly they are as follows :—-

Firstly, the encouragement of the study and under-
standing of International problems which in these days
of increasingly rapid communication become more and
more important for every country year by year.

Secondly, the provision and maintenance of sources
of information upon International Affairs by means of
Yectures and discussions and by the preparation of records
and reports,

And thirdly, to promote the exchange of informa-
tion, knowledge and thought on International Affairs,
and the understanding of the circumstances, conditions
and views of nations and peoples.

I do not intend to dilate on these points, for we have
the good fortune to have with us this evening one who is
much better qualified to do so than I am. [ refer to
Commander Stephen King-Hall, the official representative
of the Counecil of the Royal Institute who has undertaken
this long journey in order to help us with the formation
of our Branch out here, and I am sure you would wish
to join with me in extending to him a very cordial wcleome
and to assure him that we shall all be extremely grateful
to him for any advice and help that he can give us.
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There is one particular matter, however, that T should
like to stress and that is that the Institute is siriclly non-
political in character. I myself as Viceroy of ludia am
an Honorary President along with the Prime Ministers of
Great Britain, Canada, Australia, New Zealand aund South
Africa. The Presidents of the Institute comprise the
leaders of all shades of political thoughi. This, to my
mind, is & most important point which we would do well
to bear in mind upon this occasion of the inauguration of
our Branch.

One more word and I have done. The Headguarters
of the Institute in * Liondon are situated in Loudon at
Chatham House, the = freehold of which premises were
purchased as a result of a magnificent donation of a
Canadian gentleman and hig wife, Colonel and Mrs.
R. W, Leonard. Anyone who has been fortunale enough
to visit Chatham Ilouse will appreciate to the full how
greatly the Institute is- indebted to these very generous
Empire fellow citizens of ours. Many other generous
gifts have been made, and I hope that if, as I firuly believe,
the Indian Branch attains the importance that it should,
a ‘‘ Chatham House '’ will be established in India where
meetings may be held and a first class library of books
and other documents on international subjeets may be
installed for the benefit of our mcmbers.

The growing interest of India in international (ues-
tions is a justification for the step that we are now about
to take. Accurate information is most necessary on the
various issues which now dominate the intervational
situation and by which India is affected, and this is one
of the services which the proposed Institute will provide.

Ladies and Gentlemen, we will now proceed with the
Agenda which is before wus, and I will ask Sir Erie
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Miéville to read some of the Messages of Creetings
which have been received.

OPENING OF THE WILLINGDON PARK AND STADIUM
AT JODHPUR.

His Exeellency the Viceroy performed the Opening
Ceremony of the Willingdon Park and Stadiom at Jodhpur, on
Tuesday, the 17th Murch 1936, and made the following speech :—

Your Highuness, Ladies and Gentlemen,—I need hardly
say what a pleasure it is.to me to have been able to come
to Jodhpur today and I am indeed grateful for having
the pleasant privilege of opening the Willingdon Gardens.
But my pleasure is somewhat tinged with regret, for I am
also here to bid farewcll to a Ruling Prince whom I think
1 can truly say I have known ever since his boyhood, who
has entirely fulfilled the great hopes we had of him when
he first was called on to undertake his great responsibili-
ties 13 yecars ago, and who has always shown me the
greatest friendship and kindness during the years I have
lived in India.

Let me add that I was determined, if possible, to ecome
over today in order that I might show my appreciation {o
Your Ilighness in your own capital and before your own
subjects, before I lay down the reins of my office as Viceroy
in a very few weeks from now.

Although Your Hichness informs me that the com-
plete project is not yet finished, I am sure all present will
join me in paying tribute to the beauty of the buildings
and gardens which now surround us and which evoke the
most genuine admiration not only for their symmetry and
order, but also for their unique setting. Nothing grander
could be conceived than this back-ground of towering walls

17th March
1934.
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and ramparts. To all who in the future will walk in these
pleasant gardens of an evening or play games in the
stadiuin, the sight of these old battlements looking out
over the wide horizons of Marwar will be an ever-present
reminder that the centuries of Rajput battle and strife are
stored up in those stones, and that the young Rathor
Prince who is now their guardian embodies all that is best
of ancient chivalry and modern ideas.

To Your Highness is due the original idea of creating
these gardens and buildings and now that we see the
translation of those first thoughts into conerete shape, we
must acknowledge the great and permanent boon that Your
Highness has bestowed ‘on the townspeople of Jodhpur.
These gardens will offer recreation, as Your Highness so
truly remarks, both for the minds and bodies of generations
of Jodhpur townsfolk ; they will be a haunt of beauty and
peace where the toiling workers may come in the evenings
and obtain rest and remewed strength for the morrow.

I should like to add my tribute of praise to that
already expressed by Your Highness when you referred
to the services rendered by Mr. Edgar, Mr, Goldstraw and
Mr. Mustoe and the Public Works Department staff in the
completion of this work.

1 need hardly say how sorry Lady Willingdon is that
she could not be with me today to see these gardens which
will bear our name ; but Your Highness can readily under-
stand how great is the pressure of our engagements at
present and how difficult we find it to meet all the demands
that are made on our time,

It does, however, afford me the most genuine pleasure
to find myself in Jodhpur today, and I am proud and
grateful to Your Highness for having decided to name these
beautiful gardens after me and for asking me to open
them today. Before declaring them open, however, I would
like to take this last opportunity of bidding Your Highness,
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un belhalt of my wife and myself, a most genuine and
affectionate farewell and give our assurance that, though
we are shortly about to leave India, we shall carry away
cherished memories of our friendship with Yonr Highness
and Your Highness’ family, and we earnestly hope that
many opportunities will still oceur in the future to keep
alive a friendship that we value so deeply.

I now have great pleasure in declaring the Willingdon
Gardens open.

ADDRESS FROM THE MUSLIM UNIVERSITY COURT,
ALIGARII.

His Excellency the Viceroy reeeived an address presented 22nd Mare]
by the Membhers of the Muslim University at Aligarh on Sunday, 1936.
the 22nd March 1936, and replicd in the following terms :—

Your Ezalted Highness, My, Vice-Chancellor, Ladies
and Gentlemen,—Let me thank you first for the loyal
sympathy whieh you have expressed with His Majesty the
King-Emperor and Her Gracious Majesty Queen Mary in
the loss which they and the whole British Empire recently
sustained in the death of Iis late Majesty, King (eorge V.
The universality of His late Majesty’s interest in
everything pertaining to his vast and far-flung Dominions
ig reflected in the universality of the grief which his death
has evoked. It is no wonder that, in the course of a life
dedicated to publie service, Ilis late Majesty should havas
been brought into personal touch with this institution.
His Majesty the present King-Emperor and Queen Mary
will, I feel sure, deeply appreciate the message of con-
dolence which the authorities of 1he University wish me to
communicate to them, I readily charge myself with the
duty which you have entrusted to me in this behalf,
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It is a very real joy to me that, before the end of my
long period of service in India, I have at last been able to
visit Aligarh, to see with my own eyes an institution which
has played a great and a prominent part in the develop-
ment of education in India. The pleasure is enhanced
by the presence here today of your new Chancellor and
my old friend, His Exalted Highness the Nizam of
Hyderabad, to whose hereditary and munificent interest in
the University you have paid a just tribute. May I say
that to what he and his distinguished forbears have done
for the University His lxalted Highness has added greatly
by his acceptance of the office of Chancellor. A Prince
with so many pressing and important pre-occupations lays
even a national institution like Aligarh under a special
obligation when he assumes what I am sure you will agree
is a position of considerable responsibility.

Aligarh is indeed fortunate in its traditions. The
rare vision and unique courage of its founder, Sir Sayed
Ahmad, helped to establish the old Mohammedan Anglo-
Oriental College as the eentre where his co-religionists
could embrace a wider learning—a synthesis of western
and Islamic cultures. Here Muslims were to be imbued
with modern knowledge, and to be trained in a spirit of
diseipline and progress with a view to their community
being enabled to render still more effectively their contri-
bution to the ,right development of Indian life. The
records of this University and of the College which pre-
ceded it indicate that these lofty ideals have been fulfilled;
in many walks of life there are Aligarh men who are bear-
ing the torch of their alma mater in a wider sphere.

Tt is a matter of special gratification and pride to me
that men and women of my race have played no mean part
in building up these traditions. Two of them, Sir Theodore
Morison and Miss Beck, have alas ! only lately departed
thig life. T share with you the sense of loss that you must
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be feeling in this breach of living links with the past.
May the inspiring heritage of traditions and ideals which,
with the great men of your own race, Mr. Vice-Chancellor,
whom you have mentioned, they, in modest measure,
helped to ereate, be a source of progressive inspiration to
yvou and your successors in the years to come.

Mr, Viee-Chancellor, I have listened with much interest
to the address which you have just delivered. Time will
not permit of my touching on all the points that you
have mentioned, suggestive as they are. I shall, however,
say a few words in reply to your appeal that the Govern-
ment of India will come generously to your assistance and
enable you to maintain the all-India character of the
University. As you are aware, when the University was
established, the Government of India fixed their recurring
contribution at Rs. one lakh per annum. This was in
1920. In 1926 it was raised to one and a quarter lakhs
and in 1930 to three lakhs. In addition to this, more than
twenty lakhs of rupees have been awarded from time to
time in capital grants. You will agree that, considering
the many pressing calls on Government resources, this is
no mean record.of financial response o the needs of ‘the
University. Since 1932 the recurring grant to the Uni-
versity has been reduced by 10 per cent.; a eut to which
all grants made by the Government of India have been
subject. I understand that, during the last few months,
a request has been made to my Government that, as this
reduction compelled the University to reduce the salaries
of the staff and as Government have restored the cuts
made in the salaries of their own employees, the cut of
Rs. 30,000 in the annual grant of the University should
be restored. I am glad to be able to announce that we
have decided to make this restoration for each of the three
Universities that are in receipt of an annual grant-in-aid
from Central Revenues. I refer to Aligarh, Benares and
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Delhi. I shall not anticipate the terms of the official
communication that you will receive, 1 hope shortly, on
the subjeet. At the moment 1 would merely emphasise,
Mr. Vice-Chaneellor, 'that we expect the University of
Aligarh to utilise the amount restored towards the pur-
pose which weighed with us mogt in deciding to restore the
cut, namely, the restoration of the cuts on the individual
salaries of the staff. The health and well-being of this as
of all Universilies depend primarily upon the efficient
labours of their teaching staft, and for that very reason it
is essential that their conditions of work and service shall
be such as to promote willing and enthusiastie service.

I shall wow conelude, Mr, Viee-Chancellor, with an
expression of gratitude for the distinction that the Univer-
sity has been good enough 1o confer on me, and for the
generous terms in whick you have referred to such serviees
as my wife and 1 have been able to render to India during
our 16 years’ association with her.  We have for India an
affection nearly as great as our love for our own homeland.
We shall leave her with a regret egual to the measure of
our affection, regret made endurable only by memories of
the friendships that we have formed, the kindness that we
Liave always received, and the inlerest In her future that
will last as long as we live. For the distinction that the
University has conferred on me today, my sense of appre-
ciation is heightened by the presence, for the occasion, of
His Exalted Highness the Chancellor. I shall cherish both
equally, the distinetion and memories of the oceasion.
And, now, Mr. Vice-Chancellor, Farewell. May the futur:
of the institution, 1o which you have practically dedicated
your life, be even more glorious than its past. And let my
last word be that 1 trust that present and future students
of this great college may do useful, brilliant servics for
their country and the British Emapire.
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DINNER GIVEN BY THE HON'BLE SIR MANECKJI
DADABHOY.

His Excelleney the Viceroy made the following speech at the
Dinner given by the Hon'ble 8ir Maneckji Dadabhoy at Maiden’s
Hotel, Delhi, on Monday, the 23rd March 1936 :—

Ladies and (fentlemen—It is diffieult, impossible for
me to express in any satislactory language tonight al! T
feel after listening to the perfeetly charming and most
generous speech in which Rir Maneckji Dadabhoy has
commended the toast of the health of my wife and myself
for the acceptance of this most distinguished gathering
that I see around me, a speech which coming as it does
from the lips of owe whose friendship we have enjoyed
during the greater part of our lives in this country is
expressed in such terms thai we ave both encouraged to
hope that sueh humble services as we have given here
during the past 16 vears may not have been altogether
without some value. { ean do no more than thank you,
Sir, from the bottom of my heart for the tribute you have
paid to our labonrs amongsi vou. and thank vou all teo,
Ladies and Gentlemen, for the very cordial manner in
which you have received the toast. Let me add that while
it must be left to the historian of the future to endorse or
deny all the most gratifying things you have said about
my administration. I am sure we shall all agree witk
every word you have said in reference to my wife and, I
would like to use your own words in saying what T have
often said as to her activities with all sincerity before, vhat
I have always known that ““ my own career would bave
heen devaid of the continuons enthusiasm in many matters
but for the invigorating influence of my wife's greay
personality ”".

Standing as 1 do heve tonight by the side of our host.
the President of the Council of State, who has conducted
the affairs of that Chamber with sueh dignity and fairness
for the past three years. T can’t help recalling to tmy mind

23rd Ma«]
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those days when 1 first arrived in Bombay 23 years ago
and first became associated with the Parliamentary work
of that Provinee, and I want to tell you from my recollec-
tions how much I think we have liberalised our Parlia-
mentary procedure since those days, especially as far as
the position of President is concerned. I found when I
started my work at Bombay I was not only Governor but
also President of the Legislative Council and as such I was
in the commanding position of not only attend-
ing to my ordinary duties in seeing that all
rules of order were carried out from the Chair bui was
entitled to have the last word as Head of the Government
on any debate that arose in the Council and could use my
best powers to influence the Members of Couneil in favour
of Government’s position before I put the matter to the
vote. I remember, too, that when I first took the Chair
my three colleagues and I were placed at an upper table
facing all Hon’ble Members, rather like a bench of
magistrates, which gave us a considerable advantage in
debate. It is true that before T had been there long I
altered the seating arrangements under which I found
myself alone in the Chair and my colleagues were on the
(tovernment benches like other Members below me, but 1
always had the privilege of havine the last word from the
Chair so long as I lived in Bombay. Those were indeed
the good old days of the authoritative life of a Governor
of a Provincee. When I went to Madras, my first duty
was to inaugurate the Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms, and
I was soon to discover that as Governor I was to lose
entirely my authoritative position that I had held in the
Couneil Chamber in Bombay, and that I had te nominate
a President for the first Parliament after which he was to
be elected by the free vote of the Members of the Legisla-
ture. But this much was left me, that T had a private box
in the Strangers’ Gallery from which I could listen to the
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debate and hear words of wisdom pouring forth frowm
Hon’ble Members in the Chamher. But there are two
things in reference to my relations with the Legislative
Jouncil in Madras, which remain very vividly in my mind
and which I wish to refer to tonight, The first is the re-
collection of an old friend in Madras whom I nominated
as the first President of the new Tegislative Council, Sir
P. Rajagopalachari, one of the best and truest friends and
advisers 1 ever had in India and who was the greatest help
to me when we started the Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms
Scheme in that Presidency on entirely constitutional linea.
And the second is ‘an oceasion which T well remember
when my wife and T presented the President’s Chair to
the Legislative Council, which T trust will remind Members
for many long years of two people who lived for five very
happy years in that Presidency and endeavoured tn do
their best while they were there for the welfare of the
people.

On my arrival at Delhi T found that the association
of the Vieceroy with the Legislative Chambers was still
further curtailed, for T found myself in exactly the same
position as T was when T was Governor-General of Canada,
and except on special oeeasions was not allowed to enter
the sacred portals of the two Legislative Chambers or be
refreshed by listening to the floods of oratory which I
understand are poured forth there day by day.

One thing more T must sav abont my associations with
the great majority of Hon’ble Members of all the Tievisla-
tive Chamhers with which T have been conncefed uring
the past 16 years. I shonld like gratefully to thank them
for the courtesy and consideration with which they have
invar‘ably treated me, and for the personal frierdship
they have shown me, which will always remain with me as
one of the many happy recolleetions of my life in India.
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And, Ladies and Gentlemen, in the few minutes that 1
shall further detain you, now that in a few weeks’ time 1
shall be giving up my official life amongst you, I want to
give vou a very short account of my stewardship during
the past five years, and show gou the main purpose 1 have
had in view since 1 have lived amongst von in regard to
my administrative life. As you are all well aware, within
a few months after myv arrival, there was a serious
recritdescence of civil disobedience activity hoth in the
United Provinees and the North-West Frontier Provinee,
and this was followed very shortly by a restarting of the
whole civil disobedience campaicn. which had caused such
terrible trouble and ‘distress during the period of offiea of
my predecessor. It therefore became necessary for my
Government to figsht the movement to the utmost of our
nower very soon after T took over my duties as Governor-
General. And why ? Because we felt then and still feel
that the poliev as il was conducted if allowed to make
headway would spell ruin and disaster to the peace of thr
country and the ecconomic condition of all clusses of the
people. And we had another reason. We wanted to
secure peaceful conditions iy the country so as to push on
with constitutional Reforms.

And what has been the result of onr efforts ¢ T think
I ean elaim that the country is more peaceful today than
it has been for a good many years. T think T ean claim.
too. that the authority of Government has been completely
restored, and that owing to the restoration of peaceful
conditions, confidence is returnine and the relations
between our two races are creatly improved. and the hest
evidence that the gmeneral economic condition of the
country is slowly hut steadily improving is surely shown
hy the faet that my TTon’hle Colleague the Finance Mein.
ber has heen able to prodnee the most satisfactory bhudget
statement that we have had for the past five vears.
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And with regard to the Heforms, the Bill has been
passed, and in a few months the full responsibility of the
adminsteation of all the Provinees will rest on the
shoulders of Indians, and 1 trust that there will be no
unnecessary delay in establishing the full Federal seheme.

1t iy perfectly irue that there has been mueh adverse
eriticism of the leforms Act. We are told by some that
mauy ierrible things are going to happen when provincial
autonomy comes into operation, but I am convineed thut
when tiie Ministries ave formed in the various Frovinces,
whatever their pelitical- complexion may be, those Minis-
tries will earry out tlieiy duties with a due sense of their
greal responsitbilities and *with a lixed purpose to promote
the highest interests of all classes of people under their
care,

I can elaim that one of the wain purposes of my life
ever sinee 1 arvived iu this country has been to develop,
encourage and help forward ludians in order that they
may fit themselves for the complete administration of thewr
own affairs ; indeed, I can truly say that I have always
worked out here with "a set’ purpose in my mind to do
everything I could to give Indians every chance of arriving
at a position of complete equaiity with the other Dominions
under the Crown ; of being full partners in the life of the
British Empire ; of arriving at their goal of Dominion
Status. There can be no doubt that the new Reforms Aect
is a great step forward towards your goal and the time of
test and trial to all Indian politicians when they under-
talie their new and heavy responsibilities. | have always
telt that it was a providential arrangement when our iwo
races came together over a hundred years ago to eco-operate
with a view to securing peaceful administration and fair
treatment for all classes of the people in India. No one
can deny that that co-operation has in the past brought
many advantages to this eountry,
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The rapidity with which you can advance towards
your goal will now very largely depend on you Inaiaus
yourselves,  We British will be here to help you on your
way, striving and with ali sineerity to see that you suceeed
in proving worthy oi your task. May I, as a very olu
friend und well-wisher, give yon one word of warning
with regard to your future. India can never attain ihat
naiional hie which in all democratie countries is essential
antd sise ean gel rid of the bitterness of this commuaal
difference which we find all around us and whieh, as 1
have often said, Is a canker that is steadily eating into
your body-politic at the present time. India will never
attain that national life until individuals will work entirely
for the good of their eountry and not merely for their per-
sonal advancement or gain, It is my profound hope when
under thiy new lletorms Aet parties come into existence,
as in other countries, supporting different political prin-
ciples, that those parties will consist of members of different
comwmunities who lold the same views, and that this will
help to get rid of that communal strife which is such a
terrible handicap to your political advance. And when
the time comes that you reach your goal, when His
Majesty 's Government can say to you : ‘“ We have fufilled
our great trust, we can hand over the complete administra-
tion of your country into your own hands ’’ ; my prophecy
is this that we shall still find Indians and British co-operat-
ing, working, associating together for the good of this
great country and the progress and prosperity of its people.

In a few short weeks [ shall be severing my official
connection with this country, and my wife and I will be
giving up all those interests and associations which have
given us such opportunities of serviee to the people.
When we leave you we shall do so with the deepest
gorrow and regret, for India has in very truth been to us
our second Empire home which has given us shelter.
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hospitality and friendship for 16 years. DBelieve me,
India will never be a land of regrets to ns two, for we
shall never forget that we have been surrounded by good-
will and kindness on every hand. I think we know our
own limitations and this we can say from the depths of
our hearts and conscieneces, that we have worked all our
lives here to secure friendship, co-operation and good
understanding between our two races. We have laboured
in our several ways to secure the welfare and progress of
the Princes and people of India. We have striven to see
that we all worked together with a common effort for s
common pnrpose, that India should remain in the future,
as in the past, the ‘‘ Brightest Jewel in the Empire’s
Crown 7.

ANNUAL GENERAL  MEETING OF ST. JOHN
AMBULANCE ASSOCIATION AND THE INDIAN RED
CROSS SOCIETY.

His Excellency the Vieceroy made the following speech at the
Annual General Meeting of St. John Ambulance Association
and the Indian Red Cross Society on Wednesday, the 25th
March 1936 :—

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen~Sir David
Petrie has already alluded to the event which has cast a
shadow of sorrow over the whole of this year—the death
of His Majesty King George V who was the Sovereizn
Head of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem and Patron
of the British Red Cross Society. We mourn the loss not
of a figure-head patron but of one who took the keenest
personal interest in our activities and was ever our moat
sympathetic and generous supporter. It was good thai
His Majesty was spared to see that great demonstration
of the loyalty and profound love with which he had

28th Marol
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inspired his peoples which took place on the occasion of
the celebration of the Silver Jubilee of Their Majesties’
accession only last summer. Nowhere were more affec-
tionate or enthusiastic feelings of loyalty displayed than
in India and tangible proof has been given of the genuine
sineerity of those feelings in the magnificent sum, which
has now reached the total of about 143 lakhs of rupees,
which the Princes and people of India have contributed
to the Silver Juhilee Fund which we raised to commemorate
the occasion by the relief of sickness and suffering in
India in the name of Their Majesties. Both the Indian
Ried Cross Society and the St. John Awmbulance Associa-
tion are benefiting by & share in that fund and no better
use could be made of the money. One objeect for which
these special funds are to be used is for Disaster Relief,
a matter of special and melancholy interest to me, as
during my term of office two disasters of unprecedented
severity have occurred in Bihar and Quetta which have
caunsed widespread havoe and suffering, It has been—and
doubtless would be again, should need arise-~the duty and
privilege of the Viceroy to make & public appeal for funds
on such occasions, but there must necessarily be a certain
interval before the response comes. The Red Cross
Disaster Fund is intended to enable the Society to take
immediate relief measnres without waiting for any public
appeal, That the first days after a disaster are often
those in which most suffering oceur was again demonstrated
after the terrible Quetta Earthquake, and I am glad
that Sir David Petrie has given you an account of the fine
work done by the Punjab and Sind Red Cross and St.
John’s Ambulance contingents, which were among the
first to arrive on the spot. ~ I had occasion shortly after
the disaster to convey my personal thanks to some of those
workers in Quetta and Lahore. But I should like again
to add my word of appreciation now to what the Chairman
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has said, and I hope it will reach those whom I have not
already thanked personally. Such occasions are indeed a
reminder of the need to recruit more ambulance and
nursing divisions, and I hope a time will soon come when
every place of importance in India will have its own
trained and uniformed division.

The reports of the 8t. John'’s Ambulanee Assoeiation
and Brigade show encouraging progress. I am glad to
hear that more ladies are now attending IHome Nursing
classes. [ have heard with great interest that the first
Voluntary Aid Detachment of ladies has now been enrolled
in Calcutta. Those of us who remember the useful work
of the V. A, Ds. in the War will not doubt that every
country should have sueh a voluntary nursing reserve
ready for emergencies whether in peace or war,

I note from the Red Cross report that a good pro-
portion of the Red Cross funds was spent in assisting
hospitals. I should like to take this opportunity of
saying a few words about the hospitals in this country,
many of which Her Excellency and I have visited per-
sonally, Although gencrous patrons of hospitals are not
lacking, as the reports before us show, I have sometimes
felt sad at the lack of interest shown by the ordinary
citizen in the hospital of his city or district and especially
in the motussil hospital away from the public eye. It has
almost seemed as if the publie, knowing that the Govern-
ment had undertaken the responsibility of providing
minimum service to meet the most urgent need of the siclk,
consider that they have no further interest in hospitals.
This apathy has led to many hospitals being starved for
funds and unable in consequence to provide nurses or even
elementary comforts for their patients. May I appeal to
all of you who hear or read these words to endeavour to
shake off this apathy ¢ Iler Excellency and I would wish
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no better memorial to our time in India than a resolve on
the part of her citizens that the care of the sick in this
vast country should become a personal interest to each one
and that no hospital should lack support through their
neglect. Though many hospitals are benefiting through
the Silver Jubilee collections, such grants are a mere drop
in the ocean of need. Furthermore it is not money alone
that is needed but persoual service aud interest in the sick
and in those who devote their lives to relieving their
sufferings.

The Chairman has referred to the steps taken by the
Indian Red Cross Society to help the wounded in the war
in Abyssinia. 1 have had a letter of very grateful thanks
for the assistance which the Society has given from the
British Minister at Addis Ababa, and I should like to read
you just one sentence from his letter. He says ‘‘ the stuff
sent us through the Indian Red Cross is the best supplied
from anywhere and the Unit equipped with it by the
Ethiopian Women’s Association has one of the best records
and has got further north and nearer the actual fighting
there than any other ’. That is a high testimonial from
one on the spot of which we may very well be proud.

I must thank all those public-spirited workers who
have given their services not only during 1935, but at all
times to these two great institutions, the St. John's
Ambulance Association and Brigade and the Indian Red
Cross Society. The latter Society recently had to bid
farewell to Dr. Ruth Young on her transfer to the Lady
Ilardinge Medical College as Principal. Her Excellency
and I know full well what Dr. Young has done not only
at Ileadquarters, but through her tours all over India to
raise the standard of child welfare and to help those who
are struggling to improve the conditions of India’s
mothers and children. I am sure you would wish me to
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express our gratitude to Dr. Young for all that she has
done for the Indian Red Cross Society and wish her a long
and happy career in her new and important sphere ot
work.  Ishould like also to welecome most cordially
Dr. Orkney who has now succeeded Dr. Young.

I am very sorry also to have to announce that Sir
avid Petrie has handed e his resignation, as from the
date of this meeting, of the triple office which he has so
efficiently filled since December 1932 as Chairman of the
Executive Committee of the St. John’s Ambulance Asso-
ciation, Chief Commissioner of the 8t. John’s Ambulance
Brigade Overseas and Chairman of the Managing Body of
the Indian Red Cross Society. Sir David has put in 33
years of very strenuous work. Nobody perhaps realises
how strenuous, who has not himself had intimate contact
with the affairs of the nine funds which are connected with
the Red Cross in India. = He is the first Chief Commissioner
of the Brigade to have inspected every single distriet in
turn. Ilis wise guidance and impartial judgment made
him a valuable chairman whom we shall all miss very
mueh, 1 have nominated Sir Krnest Durdon who hag
been Honorary Treasurev of the Association and Society
for several years to suceeed Sir David, and am grateful
to him for consenting to undertake the office.

This will be the last Annual General Meeting over
which T shall have the honour to preside. Looking back
over the past five years [ am happy to say that these two
organisations have gone steadily forward and have attained
an honourable position in the International Red Cross
world. In one respeet however they compare unfavour-
ably with most other countries, and that is in the small
proportion of the population enrolled as members. Isast
year the Indian Red Cross membership rose from gixteen
thousand to eighteen thousand, but ought not that figure
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to stand rather at eighteen lakhs ? I hope in future years
to hear that that goal actually has been attained.

It only remains now for me to bid you all farewell
and to assure you that Her Kxcellency and I regret
extremely having to give up very shortly our assoeciation
with these great organisations in India. We thank you
gratefully for coming here today and for all the help you
have all given to promote their best interests. I trust
that both associations will continue to show increasing
success and aetivity in their beneficent work and service
to all classes of the people of India.

FAREWELL ADDRESS FROM THE CITIZENS OF
DELHI.

His Hxcelleney the Viceroy made the following speech ju
reply to the Farewell Address presented by the Citizens of
Delhi on Wednesday, the Ist April 1936 :—

Ladies and Gentlemen,—1t is with feelings of deep
gratitude, tinged with regret, that I have listened to the
charming remarks which you, Sir, on behalf of the people
of Delhi, have addressed to Her Excellency and myseif
on the eve of our departure from India. Gratitude at the
thought that you have seen fit to applaud and appreciate
such services as we have been able to render during the
time that we have been privileged to live amongst you, and
regret at the knowledge that we are so soon to sever our
long and happy associations with the Princes and people
of India and our connection with this historie City and
thus to say good-bye to so many friends from whom we
have ever received such constant kindness and ecourtesy.
In this regard I cannot refrain from thanking you, Sir,
for your last kindly act in pressing no demands upon me
when we are meeting here on the occasion of my farewell.

I am particularly pleased to know that there is a
complete absence of distinetion between Delhi and New
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Delhi in this afternoon’s funetion since our hosts are
drawn from the Delhi Province as a whole. Although it
has not fallen to our lot to reside on both sides of the
Delhi urban area, as was the case with our immediate
predecessors, and although our interest in the develop-
ment of New Delhi and its immediate surroundings has
been great, I hope it will be realised that Her Excellency
and I have striven throughout to hold the balance fair in
respect to all Delhi interests. Matters affecting loeal
bodies throughout the whole urban area are so closely and
inextricably bound up with one another—whether it be a
question of Publie Health, Hospitals, electricity, water-
supply, drainage, relief of congestion or education-—that
their problems must necessarily be regarded as a whole.
Further 1 would add that in my opinion the rural area
surronnding the Capital is of primary importance, more
particularly as regards prevention of disease and improve-
ment of communications-—so much so that it is my earnest
hope that in the very mear future the rural area of the
Delhi Provinee in matters of uplift and improvement may
become a model for the rest of India.

And now, Ladies and Gentlemen, T do not intend to
detain you longer. Her Excelleney and I thank you from
the hottom of our hearts for the many kindnesses you have
shown us in the past five years and although we shall very
shortly be leaving you on our return to our own Homeland,
this great Capital City will always have a particularly
warm corner in our hearts.

We shall, T assure you, carry away with us lasting
recollections of the good wishes of the citizens of Delhi and
New Delhi. In return may I say that those good wishes
are reciprocated to the full by Her Excellency and myself.
We trust that you will not forget us, as indeed we shall
always remember you,
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HIS EXCELLENCY THE VICEROY’S ADDRESS TO THE
COMBINED LEGISLATURES,

His Excellency in addressing the Combined Legislatures on
Wednesday, the 8th April 1936, made the following speech :—

Mr. President and Gentlemen, It is not my inten-
tion this morning to give you any detailed account of the
work done by Government during the past year. My
purpose is as shortly as possible to show you that there
has been considerable and satisfactory development and
progress in all branches of our administration during the
past five years and to give you my hopes for the future
of India. But before doing so Imust ask yeu to bear
with me for a few moments while T say something of a
very personal nature.

I think you may imagine my feelings as I stand
before you all this morning on this, the last occasion that
I shall have the privilege of addressing Hon’ble Members
of our two Legislatures ; forin a few days I shall be giving
up my official life amongst you with all its engrossiny
interest and ocenpation ; T shall be digging up roots
which during the past 23 years have grown down very
deep, for T have learnt in these vears to have a heartfelt
and abiding regard and affection for India, her Princes
and her people, I khall leave you with feelings of the
deepest sorrow and regret, but alas with the knowledge
that the age-limit has been reached and the time hag come
for my departure.

But there is one incident in my life here which has
caused me some distress, and as it refers fo a matter con-
nected with the Legislatures, I feel bound to mention it
to you before T go. T regret extremely the caleulated
discourtesy that has been shown me hy Hon’ble Members
who represent the Congress party, when T have come here
as His Majesty the Xing-Emperor’s representative to
address the Assembly or have in that capacity sent
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messages to be read to the House. 1 am sure that this
action on the part of Congress Members has met with the
disapproval of every loyal citizen of India.

Apart from this, 1 shall leave you when 1 go with
feelings of the deepest gratitude—gratitude for the many
friendships made on sound and sure tfoundations—grati-
tude for tue trust and confidence you lhiave placed in the
sincerity of my desire throughout my life here to work
for the highest interest of Indin—and 1 profoundly hope
that, when [ am gone, evensthose who have most objeeted
to my every administrafive aetion may find in the future
that my labours have been for India’s good.

Yes, 1 shall look back on a long life in India with
constant memories of all is joys and sorrows, its failures
and sucecesses, its work and play, and shall always be
grateful to India for having given me this wonderful
opportunity of doing what { hope may prove fo be useful
service for my Sovereign, for India and for the British
Empire.

Before going on to speak of the situation in India
itself, 1 must say a few words on the state of affairs out-
side her borders. | am glad to feel that during my term
of office the relations between the Government of India
and the countries which lie on India’s frontiers have been
peaceful and friendly. If there have been some incidents
on the KFrontier for the solution of which Military opera-
tions have heen necessary. | can still elaim that progress
has been made ‘towards the establishment of more settled
conditions in this area. [If. ax | hope, our present policy
of gradnal penetration by consent’ and negotiation is
quietly and eonsistently pursned. 1 do not doubt that wy
sucecessors in thig high office will find the frontier problem
far less troublesome in the future than it has proved in
the past.
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There is another aspect also ol our external aifairs,
which has been mentioned regularly in almost all my
addresses to Hon’ble Members, namely, the position ol
Indians overseas. It'is a subjeet which arouses the keenest
interest throughout India as touching national self-respect ;
it 18 a subjeet on which all sections of nou-official opinicn,
both inside and outside the Central Legislature, are
equally and, if [ may say so, rightly sensitive. ’

It is not my purpose today to recapitulate, in detail,
the Issues affecting Indian interests that have arisen
during my term of office in different parts of the British
Commonweslth of Nations, the steps that my (Government
have taken to protect those interests, or the outcome of
those efforts. The spokesmen of my Government in both
the Houses have, from 1ime to time, stated what we have
striven for and what we have achieved. 1f suceess has
not always been equal to our expectations, it has not been
for want of earnest and strenuous endeavour. And, let
me add that the powerful support of the Secretary of
State for India has, throughout my five years of offiec,
been unfailingly and wholeheartediy given to our advocacy
of the Indian cause. Unanimity bhetween Indian and
official opinion has happily been the keynote of this parti-
cular chapter of our history. May this always be so. To
men of my own c¢ivilisation, theowerhout the Em}')h'e, Wit
influence opinion or guide poliey [ venture to make ar
earnest appeal. That splendid political organisation, the
British Commonwealth of Nations, in which we all take
just pride can endure only if all ils constituent parts have
faith in one another. The wmeasure of the permanence
of their mutual association will depend on their mutual
contentment. India has the pride of an ancient civilisa-
tion. She is, therefore, quick to resent any kind of diseri-
wination against her sons and dnughters who have settled
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in other parts of 'the Empire. She is confident of a future
destiny, no less glorious than her past and, therefore, im-
patient of delay in the removal of disabilities on Indians
where these exist. Kquality of status is their due ; its
progressive realisation is the aim of the Government of
India and, if I may say so, au obligation on all statesmen
throughout the Empire who desire its solidarity. I am
confident that, in the pursuit of their aim, the Government
of India will never falter. May those whose obligation it
is to ensurc its speedy tulfihnwent be given the vision,and
the strength to work for prompt and generous fulfilment
of their duty.

Here in India itself, among the yuestions which have
given me and, I am sure, all thoughtful meu inereasing
coneern tis that of the unemploywment and distress prevail-
ing amohg many of our edueated young men, Our eolleges
and schools are turning out iu immense numbers men who
seek employment, particularly in the professions, and fail
to obtain it. The matter has received attention from a
considerable number of Committees, but 1 do not think
T am indulging in any invidious comparisons if T say that
the report recently published by the Committee which sat
under the Chairmanship of Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru earries
s nearer than any previous report to the heart of the
question,

While opinions . will naturally differ regarding the
wisdom and the probable effect of the remedies which
should be applied, T helicve that the main lines along which
this great problem must be tackled arve hecoming increas-
ingly clear. ‘“ Demand and supply 7 is a phrase which
brings for many rather uunpleasant suggestions, parti-
cularly when it is applied in the human sphere. We must
resolutely set our faces against any idea that human lives
and souls can be regarded as a commodity. But if we
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are to achieve anything in our assauit on this problem, "we
smust begin by facing facts, however unpleasant they are,
and we must recognise that we have here a supply of
young men for whose services there is no effective demand.
No solntion therefore ean succeed which does not adjust
the immense disparity which, as all are agreed, exists at
present.,

There are two possible methods of adjustment in such
a position : we can adjust by attentiom to the demand and
we ean adjust by attention to the supply. [ believe my-
self that we should do both, but 1 should be failing in
courage if I did not say that the main emphasis wijl have
to be on the adjustment of supply. No adjustments of
which [ can conceive will provide all those who are now
seeking employment with Government jobs, professional
careers or vresponsible posts  iu industry. Whatever
changes yon introduce, even if these changes are of an
almost revolutionary charvacter, you will not ereate a society
capable of giving the inereasing stream of academically
educated men posts of the kind to whieh, having regard to
the sacrifices and efforts they have made, they feel them-
selves entitled to aspire.

There has been a tendency to look to industrialisation
for a solution, T am in tull sympathy with those who seek
the development of our industries. Here the period of
my life that has been spent in India—a flecting moment
in the ages of Tndia’s history——has seen a tremendous
advance. I hope that thé years to come will carvy it far
further. But do not let us deceive ourselves or our young
men with the hope that developments along this line will
absorb the present output of our schools and coileges in
responsible position. To anyone who cherishes that hope
T suggest that he should try to frame an estimate of the
number of men from our colleges who have such posts
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today. He will then be able o judge of the number of
such posts that will be provided by expansion- on any
scale he likes to choose—and 1 believe that hé will be
surprised at the rvesult.

So 1 come wyself to the conclusion suggested by the
Sapru Commitee’s Report that unemployment has to be
tackled at the source. This doues not mean that we must
abandon the efforts to inerease the sphere of employment.
Far from it ; these efforts must be pursued and increased.
But efforts to expand the " proiessional and industrial
spheres do not touch the souree of the evil. That lies iu
a system which diverts the enerey and enthusiasm of the
voung knto channels which, too often. end in the desert.
1f this-growing evil iy not to overwhelin them—and us—
the educatioral system will have to he adjusted to bear a
much closer relation to the needs of the country. Many
still Jack the zlements of ediacation while others are assisted
and encouraged to go onin directions which, as they dis-
cover too late, end in disappointment and frustration.

I s fortunate thal educationists, who are disturbed
by the congestion which ix eansed in high schools aud
colleges by the presence of large and ever-growing nuinbers
of pupils and stndents who are ill-fitted to receive a purely
literary form of education, have been thinking and planning
along similar lines, The Central Advisory Board of
Education has examined this vital matter in some detail
and has stressed the importance of dividiyg up the school
course into a nnmber of slages, ench with its own clearly
defined objective. A strong lead has thus been given, and
I earnestly hope that that lead will bhe followsd up by
[ioeal Governmenis with whomw the main responsibility for
educational reconstruclion lies, In the colleges you must
demand guality rather than qnantity : for in every society,
be it as democratic a& you like, the progress and welfare
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of the State depend to a remarkable degree on the Tew
men that are called to leadership, and it is of the utmost
importance that these should receive the best training you
ean give.

This problem of unemployment is probably only part
of a larger problem—that presented‘by the rapid growth
of population, and there again my last word wmust be that
in my opinion India is faced with the choice between
quality and quantity. Numbers do not make a nation
great ; and in India you must strugele, not for abundance,
but for fulness of human life,

1 have said that T fully sympathise with those who seek
the development of Indian industries. But India is pre-
dominantly and by nature an agricultural couniry, and
I have therefore always been anxions to do everything
possible to develop the seience of agriculture in this country
To this end the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research
hras continued to tforge ‘ahead with its task of initiating.
promoting and co-ordinating research which has for its
objeet the improvement of the efficiency of the cultivator
and an increase in his earnings, The value of this central
organisation has now been established heyond doubt.

It is a matter of special gratification {o me that it
has been possible to continue the beneficent work of the
Tmperial Council of Agricultural Research even during
a period of financial depression. The special allotment
of thirty lakhs which we have been fable to make this year
from the Rural Development Fund will enable the Counecil
to go ahead with some important sehemes of research which
would otherwise have heen held up.

During the five years that T have held the high office
of Governor-Genera! of Tndia the poliey which T and my
Government have followed in one sphere of our administra-
tion has heen severely and persistently eriticised. We
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have been attacked for the policy which we followed to
maintain law or order, or, to use an equally well-known
and also more suitable phrase, to prevent any grave
menace to the peace and tranquillity of India. But when
you give your verdiet on my stewardship, [ would ask
you not merely to repeat the catchword of ‘“ repression ',
I would ask you to_{ compare India as it was in 1931 and 1932
and India as it istoday, I claim that it is more peaceful,
and as a vesult of greater tranguillity,!more prospervus
and happy than it has been-for many years. Let us look
back for n moment, what were the conditions in those
black years, 1931 and 1932 ! In Bengal numerous
serious terrorist outrages had crgated a very diftieult and
dangerous situation, a situation far worse than on the
previous oecasions when terrorism had caused the gravest
anxiety to us all. T expressed the hope, when I first
addressed the Central Legislature in September 1981 and
on another occasion a year later when I again had before
me a long list of serious terrorist crimes, that all those
who had their eonniry’s welfare at heart would not let
any feeling of sentimental sympathy blind them to the
dangers of this movement, but would give their aetive
support to Government in ‘their efforts to counter it. 1
can claim, [ think, that those hopes have been realised and
that my plea for support did not fall on deaf ears, for
there has been no serious outrbge in the last six months,
though certain incidents go to show that the movement
and the spirit behind it still persist.

There can be no more distastefu] task than that of
ordering boys and young men to detention in camps and
jails, but T can assure Hon’hle Members that the most
serupulous care is taken by the responsible authorities to
ensnre that no orders are passed on mere suspicion, but
always after the most careful enquiry. No one can regret
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more than I do the necessity which forces us to continue
to deprive a large number of young men of their liberty,
but I should have failed in wmy duty to India if T had
agreed to any relaxation of our policy or to any aetion
which would lead to a revival of this sinister movement,

Then again we must look back to those days in 1932
when Uongress after a period of intensive preparation,
re-opened the é&ivil disobedience campaign, and 1 and my
Government had to nse the full resources of the State in
fighting and defeating a mevement which would otherwise
remain as a perpetual menace to orderly government and
individual lberty. We can ¢laimi that we have had ever-
increasing support from thie general publie, and it has
become generally recognised that sterile methods of nega-
tion and obstruction do not conduce to the well-being of
India or its constitutional advancement. We can claim
also that, as soon as the movement was suspended, we
werd not slow to relax our measures or to remove the baw
on associations which had been declared unlawful. I also
took the earliest possible opportunity of giving members of
the Congress party an opportunity of entering the Central
Legislature. But apabt from 'the black months or black
years when terrorism or e¢ivil disobedience were vampant,
there have been other times of crisis and anxiety. There
have been times when communist propaganda and the-
activities of Moscow-trained communists became dangerous,
and we have had to take action whieh has, T think, been
effective without being unduly drastic, t¢ prevent the
spread of this movement. There have also, to my deep
regret, been times when communal disputes have burst out
in different parts of the rountry, and during recent months
the situation in the Punjab has caused us all grave anxiety.
But there has been a marked improvement in the sitnation
during the last few weeks. and I take this opportunity of .
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thanking those leaders who have sueceeded in persuading
their followers to drop all unconstitutional methods and
to strive for the settlement of the dispute by legal and
peaceful means. It is my earnest prayer that their efforts
will meet with suceess, and 1 should rejbice to hear of a
fival settlement of this dispute by the restoration of eowm-
plete peace and goodwill in that great Province.

In India’s economic history also the past five years
have been an eventful period, and it is mainfestly impos-
sible for me within the compass of this address to attempt
anything in the nature of a comprehensive review. 1
shall content myself, therefore, with referring to a few
of the more important happenings during my time of office.

India, like other countries of the world, has been called
upon to face the most severe and most prolonged trade
depression of modern times. The strain upon her econowic
fabrie has been great and it is testimony to its inherent
strengthithat she has weathered the storm without recourse
to those remedies of despair which have, in so many
countries, added to the ditficulties of international trade
and retarded its recovery.

I wouid not}{have you think that I am over-complacent
or over-optimistic. 1t is now generally recognised that so
far as the sterling group of countries are concerned, a
definite movement towards economie recovery ha: been in
progress for some time past. Hopes have been disappointed
in the past, but the present improvement has persisted for
a longer period and has. on the whole, shown greater
vitality than any of its predecessors. India as a member
of the sterling group is sharing in thiz reeovery. Our
most recent trade statistics show a welcome and marked
inerease in our export trade and in our balance of trade in
merchandise. The progress may as yet be slow, but
accompanied as it is by an improvement in the level of
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prices, a readjustment of the disequilibrium -between agri-
cultural and industrial prices and a marked inerease in
industrial output, it is such as to justify our confident
hope for the future.

Within a few months of my arrival in India I was
faced with the unpleasant fact that, despite the measures
already undertaken in March 1931, the progress of the
public revenues for the year 1931-32 gave increasing
evidence of their falling very considerably short of the
expenditure, The surcharges imposed in September 1931,
together with heavy refrenchments in expendifure ordered
in the latter part of the year, sufficed to produce the
necessary balance in the budget essential to preserve India’s
eredit. The retrenchment measures then undertaken, in-
eluding the very considerable reduetion in military ex-
penditure, have been substantially maintained.

Since that eritical ycar a budget surplus has emerged
and, so far as the public revenues provide an index for
the purpose, India has happily seen the worst of the depres-
sion. The surplus has been used to redeem the pledge to
restore the eut in pay, to provide means for the Provineial
Governments to undertake measures of rural development,
to give direct relief to certain Local Governments, and to
reduce direet taxation. I am glad that it has been found
possible to procecd another step in this direction in the
last year of my office. But with the inevitably heavy
liabilities ahead inherent in the irtroduction of a new
constitution, it has been essential to proceed cautiously in
this matter. The Trovinces are looking to Central Re-
venues for relief. We await, not without some appre-
hensions, the recoinmendations of Sir Otto Niemeyer to
this end. If the future of the Razilways could be made
more secure——if the necessary element of co-operation in
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their success were recognised by the Provinces—the Gov-
ernment of India and the Provincial Governments should,
1 anticipate, be able to face the financial problems ahead
with some confidence.

An important contributing featnre of the improvement
in the position of the public exchequer has been the fall
in interest rates. Whatever views may be held of the
significance of this matter—and eclearly the improved
position in regard to law and order has had a marked
effect on public econfidence—the fact remains ihat since
1931 the cost of povernment (including in this term the
Provinees, the railways and the central eivil budget) has
been reduced in this respect by no less than 8} crores per
annum of which 3} crores represent a drop in our annual
foreign obligations. And in view of the public apprehen-
sion expressed when the contrary process was taking place,
it must be a subject of gratification to some pecple ihat
whereas the price of 3} per cent. Government paper was
53 in September 1931, it now stands not far short of par,
This improvement in the eredit of the holders of Govern-
ment securities and the prevailing low interest rates are
conditions favourable to India’s heing able to take advan-
tage of any turn of the tide.

The Government itself has managed in recent years
to convert its liabilities into comparatively cheap issues
of reasonable maturities, it has been able to consolidate a
large portion of its former floatine debt, it has reduced
the proportion of its foreign obligation, while, through
the agency of the Reserve Bank, India has greatly
strenethened its foreign assets.

When. on the very eve of the introduction of the new
constitution, I turn to survey the improvement in the
public finances of Tudia durinz the past five years and
the . undoubted return of confidence, T experience fewer
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regrets than [ might have done—and indeed, I confess,
than at times I have done—in the fact that [ have had on
oceasions to use my special powers to achieve spme of these
results. Many govaruments in the world must envy the
financial position of the Government of India in the year
1936, and although the recent budget clearly did not satisfy
all your aspirations—what Budget ever did 9—I confident! ¥
believe that the future Federal Finance Minister of India
will whole-heartedly applaud our determination to maintain
the financial stability and eredit of this country.

As I a.ddressfyou for:the last time my memory is, as

I have already told you, full of the experiences of my long
stay in India. My thoughts run back over the succession
of varied events during these years. Yet even more cogent
now are those personal sympathies and political principies
which impel me to draw aside, if 1 can, the veil concealing
the future ; for India stands on the .very threshold of a
,momentous change, and I, though I leave you, shall ever
be concerned to know how Fortune deals with vou.

‘“ In nature’s infinite book of secreey,
A little T can read ”’

I see just across the threshold self-reliant Provinces,
receiving from the Crown great authority, equipped with
wide power, each, under the Crown, master in its own
house, managing its own affairs, promoting and stimulating
its own activities to ends congenial to the tastes, sentiments
and condition of its people.

T see the growth of a new politieal spirit—indeed its
stirrings are even now apparent—in whose expanding
influence communities will no longer ‘‘ war within the
bosom of a single State ”” ; but men, differing it may be
in political interest, will agree in desiring above all the
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good of their country and the general well-being of their
fellows.

I see, but perhaps, in a less immediate focus, 2 Central
Government, not the result of a compact of contracting
Provinces, but exercising by direct devolution from the
Crown full authority for those matters of all-India interest,
which are—some of them as necessary for the well-being
of India as any provincial matter, and others vital to India
in a degree to which no provineial matters can attain ;—
a Central Government left in no uncertainty of iis powers
in its field, but possessing a jurisdiction precedent to that
of all governments in India and an executive authority
protected in the fullest sense against encroacliment or
challenge ;—a government supported by the obligation
laid upon Provinees to avoid all impediment or prejudice
to the exercise of its executive authority.

I see developing a jurisprudence based more and more
firmly on the broadest philotophical conceptions of ihe
nature of law, and reaching out hands to all vivid schools
of legal learning throughout the world. For the Federal
Court will interpret the constitution under which you will
live, Tt will elucidate the true character of legislative
power. It will adjndicate between disputing governments.
It will determine the legitimate seope of the various legis-
lative organs in India. In so doing it will itself explore
and will open to legal thought in India a new range of
Jjuridical ideas and a more intimate search into the bases
of public and private rights and liberties.

Other figures too loom upon my gaze, but I would leave
you with the general picture of preat problems demanding
solutions, wide powers of the Crown entrusted to you,
onerous responsibilities laid upon you, and a growing
spirit and capacity which will enable you to surmount all
difflenlties.
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Fortunate are they who will join with you in realising
this inspiring future, and my every good wish attends the
distinguished statesman who will so soon assume the
burdens of the great office which 1, with many grateful
memories, shall regretfully lay down.

FAREWELL ADDRESS FROM THE NEW DELHI
MUNICIPAL COMMITTEE,

His Excellency the Viceroy made the following speech in
reply to the Farewell Address presented by the New Delhi
Munieipal Committee on Thursday. the Oth April 1936 :—

Ladies and Genilemen, "1 must thank you, Sir, for
your most charming address and for the very generous
remarks you have made about Her Excellency and myself.
1 can assure you that the years we have lived in New
Delhi will always count among the happiest of our lives.
and it has been a very real pleasure to us both constantly
to interest ourselves in the truly remarkable developments
that have taken place in the last five years in this, the
Capital City of India.

I remember well that when the New Delhi Municipal
Committee presented me with a welcome address in 1931,
they made many requests to me, most of which were held
not to be practicable at the time owing to the financial
stringency which then affected us all, but T am indeed
happy to think that today practically all the requests
which you made five years ago have now materialized, and
I can assure you that I am more than pleased at the resuits
of the efforts that you, Gentlemen, have made to increase
the efficiency of your administration and to promote the
progress and advance of your Municipality. Indeed I
find it difficult to believe that the New Delhi of today
is the New Delhi that welcomed Her Excelleney and
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myself five years ago, when I think of the amazing housing
schemes that have been brought into being, the develop-
ment of Connaught Place and Connaught Cireus, the
Irwin Amphitheatre, the Institute of Agricultural Re-
search and the splendid Cinemas and Hotels whieh have
sprung up in an ineredibly short space of time. And
perhaps more significant still is the information you give
us that the revenue of the Municipality during the past
five years has increased from 34 to 19 lakhs and the
population from 40,000 to 80,000.

I was pleased to hear you say, Sir, that you were
fully alive to {he great civie responsibilities that have been
placed upon you and congratulate you warmly on the
striking resulis that you and your fellow members have
achieved. With a Capital City like New Delhi, ever
growing in size and importance, it will be your constant
duty to maintain the high standard which you have set
yourselves, secure in the knowledge that the measure of
the test of your services lies in the extent of the increase
you procure in the well-being and the convenience of the
public whom you represent.

And now, Ladies and Gentlemen, as a citizen of
Delhi, I should like to join with the Members of my
Muunicipal Committee in paying my tribute to Her Ex-
cellency for the great part she has played in the establish-
meint of the Lady Willingdon Park. Her Excellency has
done much for New Delhi since she has lived here, but 1
venture to think that the Lady Willingdon Park is not
the least of her achievements. It has only been made
possible hy the generous eontributions of many of the
leading Princes of India at the suggestion of my friend
His Iighness tlie Nawab of Bhopal, and it is my earnest
bope that Their Highnesses when next they visit Delhi will
one and all come and see for themselves the beauty of
their gift. I feel sure that they will not be disappointed.
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Once again, Sir, I thank you for the kind words with
which you have bid us good-bye. Though in a very few
days we shall be leaving you, we shall never forget you,
and we trust that this great Capital City will fulfil its
early promise and become the most beautiful City in the
British Empire.

PRINCES DINNER.

His Excellency the Viceroy was entertained at a Farewell
Dinner given by the Ruling Pringes of India on Tuesday, the
14th April 1936, and in reply to the toast His Exzcellency made
the following speech :—

Your Highnesses, Ladics and Gentlemen,~1I feel that
1 ought to apologise to this great gathering I see before me
tonight for the continued spate of speecheg that I have
been delivering in the last few weeks. But you may be
glad to feel that the fountain of my political oratory will
he drying up tonight, and indeed I have little heart to
make any long speech to you this evening, for tomorrow
we shall be leaving you all, tomorrow we shall be breaking
with all those connections and associations in the Capital
City of Delhi which have been very dear to us both ; yes,
and we shall be severing those close personal and political
ties with the Princes of India which we have valued for
many long years.

But I must thank yon on behalf of my wife and
myself for the generous welecome which ‘you have accorded
as, and I should like too to thank and congratulate His
Highness the Maharaja of Travancore on the charming
speech with which he has recommended the toast of our
health for your acceptance. I would thank him for the
many delightful things he has said with regard to us both,
as to the value of the work which we may have achieved
in this country. and congratulate a young Ruler with
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whose State and family T have long had very close friend-
ship and association, on the admirable way in which he
has carried out what must [ am sure have been no easy
task.

With regard to our personal ties with so many Princes
in India. I would tonight express my deep gratitude for
the true and constant friendship they have always shown
us, for the kind hespitality they have always given us
and the generosity which they have always shown us in
coming to our help in vegard to matters of great public
coneern.  And when [-speak of their generosity my mind
goes back to the four years of the (reat War, very soon
after I came out as Governor of Bombay, and T recollect
the splendid example that was set by all the Princes of
India in giving of their utmost at that time as evidence
not only of thelr splendid loyalty to our late lamented
Sovereign, but also of their determination to do everything
in their power to help to bring that great struggle to a
successful issue. Then again T should like to refer to the
creation of the Willingden 8ports Club in Bombay, which
was started almost entirely owing to|the generosity of the
Prinees of India. Let me tell you' the story in a few
words. When I decided to form this Club (and lei me
add that T think this vas one of the best things that T have
ever done in India, for it has created an atmosphere of
friendship and good-will between our two races in that
ety in alway which nothing else conld have done), I
wrote roubd to the Princes of Tndia and asked them if
they wounld help me by taking up debentures to start this
Chab. and | further informed them that T could not
guarantee that they wounld get back their debenture money,
nor could T promise any interest on their investment—
not a very encouraging proposition to put before the
Ruling Prinees. But they felt that the idea was a good
one, and as a result of my appeal, almost entirely through
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their generosity I succeeded in raising five and g half
Yakhs, That Club, I think 1 can say without any possi-
bility of contradiction, is the most popular Club now in
Bombay City. As I have said, it is almost entirely due
tol the Princes that the erection of that Club became
possible. I must confess that the Princes have never
received any interest on their investment, but I am glad
to say that the Club has been so successful that the
debentures are now all paid off. Then again, let us come
up to Delhi; only a few days ago 1 had the privilege of
opening the_’Lady Willingdon PPark, which will add
enormously to the amenities of life for the residents in this
eity, and thizs has again been made possible entirely
through the generosity of the Princes of India ; and I
shall never forget when my wife was starting her Jubilee
Fund, to commemorate the Jubilee of His late Majesty
and Queen Mary, which reached the amazing total of
143 lakhs, and also when I found it necessary to appeal
on behalf of the sufferers in those two great catastrophic
earthquakes in Bihar and Quetts, the Princes came forward
with the utmost gencrosity to give their best help to the
relief of the sufferings of itheir fellow-citizens in British
India.

T have said all this, for T have always been inclined
to think that we whq live in British Tndia do not always
appreciate or recognise the greai generosity of the Princes
of India in all matters of public concern in British India,
and how much they have helped us at any erisis, when
it became necessary to raise large funds of money for any
great public concern.

And it is equally a great regret to me to sever my
political relations with the Princes of India, for the
Potitical Department has been my own special Depart-
ment ever since I arrived in this eountry, and has therefore
given me a very particular opportunity of securing the
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most intimate relations with Princes both from a political
and personal point of view. May I add that 1 hope when
[ leave India that the Princes will feel that they have
always found in me in all my political relations with them
a real personal friend, one who was always ready to advise
them whenever they sought advice, one who - never
interfered with their adminisiration unless it became
absolutely necessary, and whose sole purpose was to uphold
the dignity, prestige and position of the great Order. of
Princes in India. No, Sir, the Princes of India are no
anachronism, no surviving relic that has no place in the
world of today : to my mind they are one of the most
vital and important ‘influenees in the body-politic of India
at the present thmne,

On a friendly and social oceasion such as the present,
it is the gencral rule—and 1 think a good rule—that all
serious business should be serupulously avoided ; but I
hope T may be forgiven if 1 indulge in just a few words
hefore T leave you about the fnture that lies before Your
Highnesses. You stand now on the threshold of a great
constitutional change.  Each of  yon will soon be called
upon to zive your decision as to whether you will become
a partner in the Federation or whether yon will stand
aside. That decision rests entirely with yourselves and
no one can take away from you your responsibility or roh
vou of yvour freedom of choice. As Your Iighnesses are
awarve, aceusations were some time ago laid against myself
and my offieers of bringing pressure to bear on the Princes
to accept Federation against their better judgment. I am
glad thati at their last mecting the Chamber of Princes
found no difficulty in acquitting us of this charge, and
1 have certainly no present intention, even if T had the
power, at the close of my carcer in India of committing
any sueh offence.  But though the choice mast le with
you, I hope that T can claim the right of telling you my
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own opinion. I think, as I have told Your Highnesses
before now, that in my opinion it would be nothing short
of a disaster not only for India as a whole but for the
Princely Order in particular, if the Princes reject the
offer of partnership in the new Constitution. An attitude
of complete isolation is in these days impossible. Even if
you stand aloof from Federation. you cannot hope to
remain unaffected by the march of events in British India.
Surely then it is better to take part in directing the
fortunes of this great countrv than to deny yourselves
the opportunity that will seon be ncecorded you, and 1
hope profoundly that the Princes. of India will come
forward in accordance with their high traditions to play
their part in the government of their motherland.

And Tet me conclude with one final word of counsel.
I am speaking to vou now not as the Head of the Govern-
ment of India, but as a friend who has striven for the
welfare of your Order, as a friend who is about to bid
vou all good-bye. If the Princes of Tndia are to uphold
their high position and wield the influence that is their
due, it is clear that they ~must put an end as far as
possible to all feuds and dissensions among themselves.
Your Highnesses will. I feel convinced, agree with me that
such dissensions have done in the past and still do much
harm to the Order of Princes. Never has the saying that
in Unity lies Strength heen more true than it is today.
T.et me earnestly implore you then in your own interests
to do all that lies in your power to purste this ideal and
let no personal feelings or jealousies stand in the way.
My last word of adviee to you is that you should eclose
your ranks and stand shoulder to shoulder for the good
of the Order of which we are so justly proud.

And let my last word be this before T go. Friend-
ghips made so sound and true as those between myself and
Your Highnesses in past years cannot surely be hroken
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by my departure from India, but I am sure will remain
during our lives, and I hope we shall have many oppor-
tunities to meet each other in future years. My warmest
good wishes go to you all, and my highest hopes in regard
to yowr future, and my deep gratitude for all your many
kindnesses to us both will reinain with me one of the most
treasured memories of my life in India.

FAREWELL ADDRESS FROM THYE BOMBAY CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE.

His Excellency the Vieeroy in veply to the Farewell Address 17vh April
presented by the Bombuy Chamber of Commerce on ¥riday, the 1936.
17th April 1936, mnade the following speech :—

Gentlemen,—I appreciate very deeply the generous
language you have used in your address and now that the
time has come for nie to say farewell to you I confess that
I hardly know what words to use with which to express
my feelings. In thiy case, however, the simplest phrases
are the best and I would ask you to accept my warmest
thanks for your kind appreciation of my serviees,

Tt 1s clear that you wish to send me away from India
happy in the knowledge that mny term of office has met
with the approval of the Bombay Chamber of Commeree
and in this you have succeeded to the full. T have always
realized the e¢lose connection hetween the contentment of
a country and the prosperity of her trade and commerce,
and the harmonious atmosphere now prevailing, to which
you, ¥ir, referred in your address. is, T think I can claim,
not one of the smallest factors in the improvement of trade
conditions today as compared with when I took over office
five years ago, and even though that improvement may
only at preseut be discerned as a small gleam of light in
the economic sky, I am convineed that that gleam is
steadily gnining in strength from dey to day. India’s
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credit stands high, and of that faet I am proud for
although there are contributing reasons for it, one very
large element has been the restoration of law and order
thronghout the country which has been the constant
pre-oceupation of my Government and myself during my
entire regime.

I was particularly pleased to hear your expression of
thanks to the Members of my Government for the courtesy
and consideration which they have shown to the repre-
sentatives of your Chamber when you have had occasion
to address Government in matters of publie or comuwercial
interest, and I would express my full confidence that that
courtesy and consideration which you have received in
the past will continue to be extended to you in equal
measure in the future.

I am indeed glad to think that financial conditions
have so improved as to permit of the initiation of a
campaign for the amelioration of the condition of the
agricultural masses and- I have not the slightest doubt
that my suaceessor will eontinue the good work that has
been started and it is to be hoped that improving eondi-
tions will result in greater resouvces heing placed at his
disposal for the purpose.

Your tribute to the manifold activities of THer
Excellency has tonched me deeply. She has taken the
keenest interest in the welfare of the women and children
of this country, and she will, T know, sincerely value your
kindly references to her untiring efforts.

The time has now come to say Good-Bye—and I do
so with a heavy heart for the links that have so long and
ga elosely bound me to India for many long years have now
to he broken, but T trust, Gentlemen, that you will not
forget me and in hidding you farewell T wish youn all a
bright and prosperous future,
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His Excellency the Viecroy in reply to the Farewell Address lzglééApril

presented by the Muslim Commitice of Bombay on Friday, the
17th April 1936, made the following speech :—

Gentlemen,~—I am very glad to have this opportunity
of meeting once again the members of the Muslim Com-
mittee before I leave India, and I am most grateful to them
and to you, 8ir, for your kind thought in presenting me
with this farewell address and lor your good wishes to Her
Excellency and myself,

You have been good enough 1o reter in a very appre-
ciative manner to such services as [ have becn able to render
to this great country of India, and in particular during the
last five years. 1t has been, as you say, a critical and often
an anxious time, but [ am particularly glad to hear that you
consider that | have done my part ot only in giving India
a new Constitution but also in creating that atmosphere
of peace and tranguillity which is so essentially necessary
for the success of that Constitution. But the credit does
not belong to me alone and [ take this opportunity of
thanking the Muslim Community for the support they have
given me. Throughont this period the whole trend of
responsible opinion in the Community has been against
any form of uneconstitutional agitation and while pressing
their claims and taking steps to safeguard their interests,
they have never lost sight of the great object which we
all have in view —the political advancement of a united
India.

You, 8Sir, referred in your address to the widespread
demonstrations of publie feeling which were evinced on
the joyful occasion of llis late Majesty’s Silver Jubhilee
and again on the sad day of 1lis late Majesty’s death.
Those demonstrations clearly showed to the world at large
that India is. as you have rightly claimed, second to nonc
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in her regard and affection for the Ruler of our great
Empire. Those demonstrations further showed that
whatever talk there may be in certain quarters of inde-
pendence and separation, India, as a whole, realises to the
full the value of the union of our two races and of partner-
ship within the British (‘ommonwealth of Nations.

You were good enough to say that the names of Her
Excellency and myself were near and dear to India. India
will always be very near and dear to us, and it is perhaps
unnecessary for me to say that we will continue to serve
her to the best of our ability in the years that lie before us
as we have since the day we first landed in Bombay some
twenty-three years ago.

Gentlemen, in conelusion; I thank you from the bottom
of my heart for your charming address. We shall carry
away with us affectionate recollections of the good wishes
and of the kindly tribute extended to us by the Muslim
Committee in Bombay.

FAREWELL ADDRESS FROM THE BOMBAY MUNICIPAL
CORPORATION.

His Excellency the Vieeroy in reply to the Farewell Address
presented by the Bomhay Municipal Corporation on Saturday,
the 18th April 1936, made the following speech :—

Mr. Mayor, Members of the Municipal Corporation of
the City of Bombay,—In thanking you, Sir, most gratefully
for the very generous expressions you have conveyed to us
in the address which vou have just read, I am sure you will
understand if my reply is very brief, for (and T speak for
my wife just as mnch as for myself) our hearts are very
full, our feelings are very deep this morning. We are
leaving here in India so many friends, so many interests
and associations, so many thoughts of happy days spent
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among you all during the 16 years we have lived in this
wonderful country.

After listening to your charming and most flattering
references to our Empire service, my wife and 1 are
deeply touched, and our minds go back to the morning
we first stood here 23 years ago and began our associa-
tion, with this Presidency which extended over six very
happy years.

You are perfectly right when you say, Sir, that it
was here we passed through vur apprenticeship of Empire
service, and we are proud to teel that now, at the moment
of our giving up our official life in India, you, who gave us
our early training, have been good enough to say to us
* well done, good and faithful servants ’’ before we go.

I know well that my regime bas not escaped consider-
able eriticism and controversy, but that is I fear inevitable
in the life of anyone who is placed in & position of great
responsibility. But this, as I look back over the years, 1
can truly, sincerely say, that I have worked honestly and
to the best of my powers for friendship and good-will
between our two races. I have laboured to improve condi-
tions of life among all classes of the millions of our
people ; 1 have striven without ceasing to help India
forward to her goal of completely responsible Government.

1 am grateful indeed to you, Sir, this morning, for
making no reference to the various problems that beset
you and your Councillors in matters of Municipal
administration, and sympathise with you in your anxieties
during these most difficult years of depression, which I
know have affected the economic and financial position of
this great commercial and industrial eity. But if I still
know anything of the citizens of Bombay with whom I was
so closely associated during the four years of the Great
War, I am sure that the courage, enterprise and resource-
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fulness which you have shown in the past will be there in
the future, and I am as optimistic as ever that before
long your great city will once again be on the high road
to increasing prosperity and progress. And now the time
has come to say good-bye to what has been to both of us a
wonderful period of service to the people of this country.
If it be true that as a rule there is not muech gratitude for
services rendered, that certainly has not been so in our
case, for we have been overwhelmed with evidence of
regret al our departure and appreciation of our work for
which we are both truly and sincerely grateful.

And before 1 set sail from the shores of India to-
day, may 1 leave with you the same watchword which 1
brought with me when I first landed here long years ago
to become Governor of the Bombay Presidency. It is the
one word co-operation.  Co-operation between our two
races which has brought so many benefits to this ecountry
in t-}}e past and will bring many more in the future, if we
avoid those feelings of suspivion and distrust and believe
in each other’s sincerity ;. co-operation with a common
purpose and with mutual endeavour to make this great
country, with all its wonderful history and tradition,
powerful and prosperous in this modern world, a full
partner in shaping the destinies of the British Empire.
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