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NOTE

OW that the question of the future of Indian
States and their place in the Constitution of the
country is heing widely discussed, this volume of
Indian Statesmen is of more than ordinary interest to-
politicians and laymen alike.,  In this new publication
we ave sketches of Eminent Indian Statesmen,
notably those who have been Dewans or Prime Minis-
ters of well-known Indian States. Besides being a
record of the lives und avhievements of these statesmen
and administrators who have distinguished themselves
both in British India and in the territories of the Ruling
Princes and Chiefs, the boole offers an instractive study
in the evolution of Indian States. For the lives of
these men are so  linked  with the fortunes of the
States which they served thatitis hardly possible to
draw the line between biooraphy and history.  We see
the one merping in the other: especially as the early
resords ol these States are little more than the doings
of the men who made them what they ave.  Hyderabad
without Sir Salar Jung, Nepal without Jung Bahaduar
or Gwallor without Sir Dinkar Rao, is inconceivable,
Bliuvanagar and Qodeshanker, Mysore and Rangacharluy,
Travancore and Sir T. Madhava Rao, Pudukottah
and Sir Sashiah Sastri are so intimately connected that
neither the history of the States nor the lives of the:
Statesmen can be complete without the other.
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It is hoped that this volume recounting the lives and
achievements of several distinguished Indians will be
welcome not only to the subjects of the Indian States
wherein they laboured under the most trying condi-
tions but by all those who feel a just and legitimate
pride in the capacity of Indians for Self-Government.

THE PUBLISHERS.
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SIR SALAR JUNG.

smamte S vm——e——
INTRODUCTORY,

ORTY years bave gone by since Sir Salar Jung,
who made the state of Hydrabad what it is to-
day died at the very zenith of his influence and

popularity, Since then there have been several chan-
ges in the Ministry at the Nizam’s Court: but public
opinion, as to the genius and statesmanship of Sip
Salar Jung, has neither wavered, nor diminished in its
fervour and enthusiasm. Some critics have extolled
him as “ the Saviour of India.” One European
administrator considers that as a man of business
especially in Finance, Sir Salar Jung has not been
surpassed by any native of India. Another declares
that India is not likely to produce two such men as
Sir Salar Jung and Sir T. Madhava Row more than
once in two or three centuries. While a third
shrewdly remarks that Sir Salar Jung by his diplo-
matic and statesmanlike skill became one of the fore-
most administrators in India, and by his noble
endeavours contributed to the prosperity of Hyderabad.,
HIS FORBEARS.

Since the last days of the Bahmini Kingdom, the
family to which Sir Salar Jung beclonged had taken
a leading part in the affairs of the Deccan, Their
loyalty first to the Adil Shahis, then to the Moghul
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Emperors, and lastly to the Nizams, was as unflinch-
ing as it was sincere and true. The ancestors of Salar
Jung belonged to a noble family of Medina. Shaikh
Ovais Karani was the first of the line to leave his
native country and settle in India. His son held high
and responsible offices in the Bijapur Court. It was -
the time when the Moghul Emperors were forcing
their way to the Deccan; the Shaikh’s grandson offered
his services to the Emperor of Delhi, who appointed
him to the Dewani of Shajahanabad and Kashmir.
His son, Mohamed Taki, was the first representative
pf the family to come in contact with Asaf Jah
Nizam.ul-Mulk who, at the dissolution of the Moghul
Empire, was trying to found a kingdom for himself
in the south, Mohammed Taki’s son, Shamsuddin,
was a great favourite of the first Nizam; his
command was in the time of Nizam Salabat
Jung increased to 7,000 foot and 7,000 horse with
the title of Nawab Munir-ul-Mulk, He was subse.
quently made the Dewan for the Subahs of the
Deccan, Shamsuddin’s grandson, Munir-ul-Mulk II
married the daughter of Mir Alum, who was the
Prime Minister to Nizam Sikandar Jah from 1804 to
1808, and who led the Hyderabad contingent forces
to Seringapatam in 1799. On Mir Alum’s death in
1808, Munir-ul-Mulk II became the Prime Minister,
and held office for 23 years. He had two sons, of
whom the elder was Sir Jalar Jung’s father; the
younger son, Seraj-ul-Mulk, was Prime Minister of
Hyderabad from 1851 to 1853. And when he died,
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Salar Jung was elevated to the position held by many
of his ancestors in Hyderabad at the early age of 24.
EARLY LIFE.

Nawab Mir Turab Ali Khan, Salar Jung, Siraj-
ud-Dowla, Mukhtar-ul-Mulk, p.C.L., G.C.8.1., (to give
*him his full name and titles) was born on the 2nd
Janvary 1829. While an infant he lost his father, and
when four years old his grandfather, Munir-ul-Mulk
11, died leaving the boy in sole charge of his second
son, Seraj-ul-Mulk, There is a story related which
shows the great affection which Munir-ul-Mulk II had
towards young Salar Jung. The latter had an attack
of typhoid fever, and for many days his condition was
considered to be critical. Thereupon his grandfather,
like Baber of old, performed the ceremony which is
known among Mussalmans as Tassaduk, and prayed
that any evil which might befall the child might be
transferred to him, and that if it was. the will of God
that Salar Jung should die, he prayed that his own
life might be taken. - Strangetosay the boy recovered
and the grandfather fell ill and died. The guardian-
ship of the boy therefore fell on his uncle, Seraj-ul-
Mulk,

Salar Jung's education till he was thirteen was
not regular and continuous. His early training can
scarcely be said to have made him fit for the high
and responsible position which he was called upon
to fill in after life. He was weak, and the pecuniary
nd other troubles of his family apparently obscured

Jl his future hopes. His grandfather; Munir-ul-Mulk
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II had left debts to the extent of 25 lakhs and the
then Nizam, H. I, Nasir-ud-Dowla, paid off the debts
of his Minister, and took possession of the greater
portion of the family estates as security. However
Seraj-ul-Mulk cheerfully performed the trust confided
to him and gave his nephew such education as was
thought fit for a scion of a noble family at Hyderabad.
Salar Jung read Persian and Arabic under a private:
tutor for nearly seven years. The teaching of English
was not then in vogue at Hyderabad ; and Salar Jung
began to learn this languge when be was tg years. He
worked at it for half an hour every day under an
Eurasian private teacher, later on he pursued the study
so assiduously till he came to know English as well as
his mother-tongue. Towards the end of his life he
became a good English speaker, and the testimony
borne by Sir Monier Williams is well worth repeating
here :—* I conversed with both these great Ministers
(Sir Salar Jung and Sic T. Madhava Row) not long
since in their own houses and found them capable
of talking on all subjects in as good English as
my own.”’

As a boy Salar Jung was fond of riding, and had
had many narrow escapes. His uncle had a pet
giraffe, and it was Salar Jung's delight to bestride it
to the great astonishment of his awe-struck attend-
ants, From his early days, Salar Jung imbued busi-
ness habits of a very high degree through the exer-
tions of his grandmother, The accounts which the
old lady received from her Jaghir villages were sent.
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to Salar Jung, and he had to verify them with the
help of the clerks and explain everything in detail to
his grandmother—a task which young Salar found by
10 Means easy.

In 1847, Salar Jung was appointed as the
Talugdar (Collector) of some Telingana Districts,
which till then were managed by an Englishman
named Mr. Deighton, He was thus early brought
into contact with the administration of the State, and
he found no difficulty in mastering the system of land
revenue introduced by-his predecessor, and worked it
out satisfactorily during the cight months he was in
office. By this time the Nizam restored some of the
family Jaghirs to Seraj-ul-Mulk,” who lost no time to
appoint Salar Jung for looking after them, For five
years he worked hard to improve the condition of his
estates while at the same time to increase their
revenue. When in independent charge of his family
Jaghirs, he moulded and shaped the high administra-
tive capacity, which he showed in such unmistakable
manner in after life.

o PRIME MINISTER.

Seraj-ul-Mulk died on 26th April 1853, and as is
usualin thethen Hyderabad'affairs, a political impasse
intervened. The choice of a Minister became a mat-
ter of perplexity to the Nizam. Of the available
candidates, the one whom the Nizam least favoured
was Salar Jung, The latter was only 24 years old,
and he was the nephew of the Minister who negotia-
ted and concluded the treaty by which Berar was
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transferred to the English control. Salar Jung's:
candidature was however supported by Lala Bahadur
(the State Record-Keeper) and two other favourites.
of the Nizam. “ It is not a Minister,” they said to the
Nizam, “but your prestige that governs. Siraj-ul-
Mulk conducted the administration through the sub-
ordinate departments, Lala Bahadur, who did every
thing, will as before conduct the affairs of the
administration for Salar Jung.” Such arguments did
not miss the mark, and the favourites won the day.
Salar Jung was invested with the office of Minister
in full Durbar on the 31st of May 1853, How welt
Salar Jung knew the difficulties of his new position is
seen from the following extract from a letter to a
friend of his in England on his accession to power :—

Without any solicitation on my part or my grandmother's
His Highness was pleased to confer the office of Dewan on me-
at the Durbar the day befors yesterday (31st May). I should
have been quite content o remain in unmolested possession of
my uncle’s Jaghirs wore it possible without the cares which
such an office would impose upon me, especially in the present
critical state of affairs here, and I was advised by friends,
Buropean and Native, and with too much appearance of truth
to reject the advice, that if I declined the office, myself and.
faraily would be utterly ruined. . . . I shall therefore de-
my beat with God's help to restore some order in the affairs of
this country, and endeavour to extricate the government from
its embarrassments.

The country was indeed in a deplorable state.
The preceding ten years were marked by a series of
administrative and financial adversities. Salar Jung's
predecessor left a heritage which no statesman could
envy. The administrative capacity of the man was
put to the greatest test, and it may be affirmed that
the new Minister successfully tided over the strain
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and worry attendant on those who bring order out of
utter confusion.

Since his accession to power up to the outbreak
of the Sepoy Mutiny in 1857, he found means to
introduce many reforms in the State, and this made
him very unpopular with those who counted that his.
youth would be a safeguard for their own private
aggrandizement. The very first to quarrel with the:
yvoung Minister was Lala Bahadur who, cxperienced:
as he was in Hyderabad affairs, tried his best to oust
him from office. Again and again the prospect of
dismissal seemed ‘imminent : but the Nizam had no
other subject as capable, upright, and loyal as Salar
Jung., As Mr. Sorabji Jehangir has pointed out in
his Representative Men of India :

Sir Salar Jung had to wage amidst unparalleled diffi-
culties, prolonged and at times disheartening battles with abuses
which had grown hoary with sge and whose dimensions were in
proportion to the extent of the unwiedly state in which they
existed, demanding all the resources of a superior and acute
intellect, a conciliatory but firm disposition, administrative
prudence and foresight of the highest order, and an intimate
agquaintance with human nature, Sir Salar Jung was endowed
with these attributes in such a marked degree as to stamp him
as an Indian statesman of the highest eminence.

Nor were opportunities for the exercise of his
statesmanship wanting.

THE SEPOY MUTINY, 1857.

For in May 1857, the great Sepoy Mutiny broke
out near Delhi, and all Mussalmans in Southern India
turned their eyes towards the Nizam's capital. The
rebellion spread like wild fire in the North, Hydera-
bad filled with a large population who had only re-
cently been brought under one settled government,
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ind who cherished the memory of the great Imperial
House of Baber, was showing its sympathy with the.
Sepoys, who espoused the cause of the Moghul
Emperor at Delhi. Wildest rumours of the dire
peril, to which the British were exposed in Hindustan
having reached Hyderabad from the north, the city
Mohammedans were plunged in a state of intense
excitement. Some openly manifested their displea-
sure to the British Government. The city people
assembled in large numbers-in the streets clamouring
for war against the English.

At such a critical moment the Nizam Nasir-ud-
Dowla died; and great fears were therefore enter-
tained in responsible quarters regarding the issue of
events at Hyderabad. Salar Jung was then only four
years in office, and he so well gauged the situation
that he firmly and persistently adhered himself to the
definite policy of seeing that Hyderabad did not join
in the general revolt, and thus extend the disaffected
area far down to the south, He was a Mohammedan
and serving a Mohammedan State: to him it was “a
trial, the tension and force of which could never be
understood by a European and a Christian.”

A new Nizam was placed on the Masnad with-
out any loss of time ; and the Resident on returning
from the installation ceremony found a telegram from
the Governor-General announcing the fall of Delhi,
He sent for Salar Jung at once, and communicated
the news to him. The Minister replied that the news
had been known in the city three days ago. To many
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unacquainted with British resources, the fall of Delhi
was synonymous with the destruction of the British
Raj in India. If Salar Jung had ever wanted to he
disloyal to the British Government, he had the best
opportunity of disclosing his motive when information
reached him about the success of the mutineers at
Delhi, What would have been the fate of the British
-officers assembled in the Nizam’s palace on the Durbar
day if Salar Jung had only given any sign to show
that he sympathised with the mutineers!

The Minister, however, could not keep in check
the excited mob in the city. On June 12th, there
were found posted on the walls of all conspicuous
places, placards with incitements to sedition signed by
orthodox Moulvies calling upon the Faithful to be
ready to fight against the English. The next day a
coloured flag was hoisted at the chief Mosque of the
city, and the excited people mostly of the lower orders
gathered round it, Two men tried to make a stir by
interrupting the preacher, and shouting out: * Why
do you not preach the rising of the holy standard ?”
upon which the cries of * Deen,” “ Deen” (for the
Faith) were heard, and it had no response as the
respectable people held aloof from such a scene. The
Moulvie was arrested, and the crowds were dispersed
by the Minister's orders. A fakir, while openly
preaching a Jihad against the English, was promptly
arrested and placed in confinement with the aid of a
few faithful Arabs, who maintained order in the city,
and strict instructicns were issued to the guards at
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the city gate to fire on anyone who attempted to incite
the people against the English. * These energeitc
measures,” says a military officer, * saved South India,
for had the people at Hyderabad risen against us, the
Mohammedan population of Madras would, it was-
well-known at the Residency, have followed their
example.”

The situation was so critical that the Governos
of Bombay telegraphed to the Resident at Hyderabad :.
“If the Nizam goes, all is lost.” There was certainly
a panic in the above message, but Englishmen in India
felt a keen sense of rclief when it was found that the
Nizam did not and would not go. “ Had the Nizam,”
says Colonel Briggs, * untried as he then was, sided
the movement or even openly avowed his sympathy:
with the mutineers, there can be no doubt that
the whole of Southern India would have been in
a blaze.” But wiser counsels prevailed at the Nizam's
Durbar, and Salar Jung's statesmanship saved the
situation.

The British Residency at Hyderabad is situated
very near the busy quarter of the city and is far
removed from the cantonment of Secunderabad. A
body of 500 Rohillas with 4,000 disaffected people
led by two leaders, Torabazkhan, and Alauddin,
marched and attacked the Residency, which was not
then protected by any fortifications. The Minister
knew of the projected attack, and gave a timely
warning to the Resident, Colonel Davidson, who at
once ordered for some reinforcements from Secundera-
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bad. On their arrival, they were joined by a party of
Arabs sent by Salar Jung, These troops repulsed the
mutineers’ attack: one of the leaders was shot dead,
and sevecral others taken prisoners and deport-
ed. Some of the ringleaders were executed,
and others fled to Hyderabad with the hope
that the Nizam's government would protect them.
But the Minister issued orders to hand over
the mutineers to the Resident for necessary punish-
ment., A large concourzc of pcople assembled at
the chief Mosque with a view to send a deputation of
some Moulvies to the Nizam to expound the duties of
a Mussalman Sovereign, and persuade him to order
the release of all the sepoys who had been imprisoned
for attacking the Residency. But it was soon dis-
persed; a mob collected near the Residency, and
broke open two of its gates. Before further injury
could be done, fire was opened on them and they
were driven away,

Much criticism was levelled against the Resident,
Colonel Davidson, for his continued occupation of the
Residency in these critical times. But likea true
Englishman he said: * I have taken a fancy to lay
my boncs at Hyderabad. If open force be used I will
fight to the last.” Besides he added that the non-
occupation of the Residency at that time * would
bave been looked upon as a sign of fear, and the loyal
Minister, Salar Jung, would have been left to his
fate.” But many years after the mutiny, Salar
Jung said with characteristic modesty that, but
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for the courage and hope given by the Residency
Officers, he would not have triumphed over the. crists
s0 successfully.

I have often been complimented as the Saviour of India,
he wrote, * but if 1 was able to be of any use to my Sovereign,
and to Her Majesty's Empire in India, the credit of it is entirely
due to General Thornhill,. Had not General Thornhill been at
Hyderabad, I tremble to think what might have become of the

-Nizam, of the Residency, and of myself. Colonel Davidson was
.an excellent man and was in every way fitted for the high
position he held; but the magnitude of the emergency had
-taken him so completely by surprise that had it not been for
the strong will and stout heart of General Thornhill, he would
never in my opinion have tided over the troubles, As for myself,
it was entirely GGeneral Thornhill's constant eounsel and support
that kept up my courage and enabled me finally to triumph over
the disaflection with which the whole city seemed to be envelop-
ed to an extent which few British officers have any concep-
tion of. Next to General Thorphill, though not to be compared
with him in point of importance, were the services of General
Briggs. His strong arm and undaunted courage were of the
greatest service in saving the Residency when it was attacked
by the mutinous rabble. I never felt so discouraged in my life
"a8 when I saw the services of thess two officers passed over
without notice.

Sir Richard Temple characterised his services to
the British Government on this occasion as  ** simply
priceless.” The Governor-General in Council informed
‘him that *“the ability, courage, and firmness with
which he had discharged his duty to the Nizam and
‘to the British Government entitled him to the most
cordial thanks of the Government of India.”

In July 1860, the Nizam was presented with
British manufactures valued at a lakh of rupees, and
his minister articles worth thirty thousand., The
districts of Raichur and Dharaseo were restored to
the Nizam, and the petty State of Shorapur was
added to the Nizam's territory.
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INTRIGUES AGAINST HIM.

The attitude which Sir Salar Jung wisely follow-.
ed during the Mutiny brought on him much unpopu-
larity. A determined attack on his life was made on
March isth, 1859, when he was leaving the Nizam's
Durbar Hall with the Resident. A Rohilla, said to
have been from Hindustan, discharged a loaded
carbine which, though missing the mark, hit one of
the Minister’s retinue. The assailant then rushed on
the Minister with a drawn. sword; but fortunately
he was overpowered by the Nizam’s guards who cut
him down immediately,

Salar Jung’s passion for reforms in the adminis-
tration of the State 'was well-known. But Hydera-
badeecs were slow to recognise it : he grew more and
more unpopular with them, In 1861, an attempt
was made to remove him from office. The Nizam
was made to believe that the Resident was anxious
to dismiss Salar Jung. The Nizam in an interview
with the Resident made him understand that he:
would gladly dismiss the Minister. The Resident
was surprised to hear the proposal, and dissuaded the
Nizam from cntertaining any such idea. The conspi-
racy against Salar Jung was exposed, and the Minister
was once again in the good graces of his master,
It is said that the Nizam'’s harem contributed not a
little to this change of attitude between His Highness
and his Minister. These ladies were, since Salar
Jung was made Minister, getting their pensions and
allowances regularly-—a fact of very rare occurrence
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in the administrations of the previous Ministers. They
in a body petitioned to His Highness pointing out how
successful Salar Jung had been asa Minister and
threatened in the event of a change some violence to
his successor. That Salar Jung had been restored
to confidence was evidenced by the presentation of
some fine jewels to him by the Nizam at the Ead
Durbar ; and when the Minister had a fall from his
horse, the Nizam was so glad of his recovery that he
caused a large some of money to be given away to
the poor as a thanks-offering.

In 1866, Her Majesty Queen Victoria conferred
upon him the title of the Knight Commander of the
Star of India. A year later, once again the relations
between the Nizam and his Minister were strained.
The Government of India proposed a treaty for the
mutual extradition of certain criminals, The Nizam
suspected that it was an encroachment on his power,
and believed that the Minister was responsible for it.
He made no secret of his dissatisfaction with him. At
this time one of the two officials whose business it
was to act as confidential Vakil between the Nizam
and his Minister died. His Highness lost no time in
appointing Laskar Jung, a bitter personal enemy of
the Minister, to the post. Salar Jung resigned: and
the Resident, Sir George Yule, sought an interview
with the Nizam, who was much perturbed at what
he called his Minister’s pride. The Minister threat-
-ened to resign more than once, and this His Highness
-could not stand. He wished that Salar Jung had



SIR SALAR JUNG 15

been more humble and acted as his servant.
Salar Jung being persuaded to apologise in a
most humble way did so, much to the gratification
of his Highness who permitted him to continue
in office.

Salar Jung had to clear his course in * the face
of a permanent opposition offered by jealous and
powerful enemies, and of the most vexatious and
senseless interference on the part of his sovereign.”
* He was kept by the Nizam,” writes Sir Richard
Temple,

in a state of thraldom and was almost a prisoner in his
-own huuse, unable to move beyond the cuter gates of his court-
yard without his master’s permission, If he wished to give a
social entertainment in his summer house outside the oity, or
attend a parade of British troops, or have an interview with the
Resident, he must ask lsave, not as a mere formality, but as a
request that might be refusmed or which would be grudgingly
granted. I had much business with him, and its transaction was
difficult, because to have seen him often would have renewed
the Nizam's jealousy, and to have sent him papers in despatch
boxes would bave been open to the same objection. He did not
soem to regard this in the light of a personal grievance as he
shared the roverence his countrymen felt for their master. He
was seldom admitted to the Nizam's presence, and when he waa,
he used to be almost pale from agitation., He must have been
quite hopeless of conciliating his master, yot he was perfectly
‘lﬁy:}}. and would have undergone any labour for the welfare of
hin liege.

In January 1868, another attempt was made on
the Minister's life while he was proceeding to the
Nizam’s palace to attend the Ead Durbar, Two
shots were fired at him—one of which went so close
as to graze his turban, and the other wounded an
attendant. The Nizam warmly congratulated his
Minister on his escape, and issued strict orders
regulating the possession of firearms by the people.
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The would-be assassin proved to be one who had'
been prejudiced by Salar Jung's administrative:
measures,

VISIT TO EUROPE.

In 1875, His Royal Highness the Prince of
Wales (afterwards King Edward VII) came toIndia:
and among the nobles that formed his suite was the
Duke of Sutherland. The Duke paid a visit to
Hyderabad as the guest of Sir Salar Jung. When
leaving he pressed the great Minister to visit England..
Salar Jung accepted the invitation and visited Europe:
in the summer of 1876. He could not have been
quite ignorant of the sort of reception he would meet
in England. People would not forget his invaluable
services during the Mutiny : his administrative ability
and statesmanship were wafted across to distant
lands : and his kind and genial personality made him
an acceptable friend to-many an Englishman,

Lord Lytton, who had succeeded Lord North-
brook as Viceroy of India, landed in Bombay on the
7th April 1876. Salar Jung was present at his
reception at the Bombay Dockyards. The next day
he sailed for Europe, reaching Rome on the sth of
May. Sir Salar paid a visit to the late King, Victor
Emmanuel, at the Quirinal, Three days later, the
Pope received him in audience at the Vatican and
expressed his gratitude for the facilities allowed to
Catholics in the Hyderabad State, After visiting
Rome, Naples, and some of the other chief cities of
Italy, the party reached Paris on the 13th of May.
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Herce, Sir Salar was detained for nearly a fortnight
owing to an unpleasant accident, On the very
cvening of his arrival at the Grand Hotel, he
slipped on the stairs which resulted in a fractured
thish bone. He suffered great bodily pain not
to speak of the vexation of an enforced stay in
his rooms, but in spite of it he persevered, says a
visitor to him,

with the equanimity and resignation characteristic of men
of his stamp, nationality and faith;but the frustration of his
plans would have affected tha nerves of any othermsn. , . .
Nothing however in 3ir Salar Jung's countenance betrayed
either pain or anxiety of any kind. Since Sir Salar Jung has
kept to his room, none of his attendants (and they were 52) has
gone cutside the Hotel—not that they are indifferent to sight-
seeing, for at Naples, Rome, and Venice they went to look at
everythingin apite of the erowds which followed and incommod-
ed them, One of them told me that since Sir Salar Jung's arrival
in Paris, he hasheen receiving 20 letters a day in French and
Fnglish making the steangeat applications, Some beg for alms
giving a long narrative of more or less. voracious misfortunes ;
others offer all sorts of inventions, merchandise, articles of
luxury and fancy; othera 'again ask for an interview ; others
torward gushing verses expressing regret at his accident;
others offer him amusements and recreations of all kinds;
not to speak of tailors, shirt-makers, hatters, and shoemakers
who not satisfied with = writing are constantly stepping
into the corridors forcing their cards, prospectuses and
mamples into the hands, the pockets and almost the turbans of
the servants they encounter. Their recital muclh amused Sir
Salar Junwg, who howaver exhibited great satisfaction when
informed that this was a Parigian persecution from which he
would bL» free in London. He appeara impatient to arrive
there, and listens with great interest when the conversation
turns upon London or KEnglaad.

By the end of May he recovered so far as to
travel and on 1st June 1876, he left Paris for Eng-
land and landed at Folkestone, where the Duke of
Sutherland was the first to welcome him to the
English shores, Sir Salar who was still unable to.
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walk was carried ashore by a party of English sailors,
and the Mayor of Folkestone read an Address of
‘Welcome. From that day till he left England in-
vitations, honours and addresses poured thick on him:
and the English Press kept up a never-ending chorus
«of praise of the worth of the great Indian on a visit
to England. One of the leading London journals
remarked :—

Our new guest is the man who, when Delhi had fallen,
.and our power was for a moment in the balance, saved Southern
India for England. FEven if Southern India had revolted it ia
possible that by profuse expenditure of men and money we
might have conguered it back again, and all the rest of India as
well, But, Bir 8alar Jung spared us the expenditure of count-
leas lives, and countless millions ; and if there was a clear occa-
-gion for acknowledging in a fitting manner an ineatimable
gervice, such an occasion is presented by the arvival in England
.of the Prime Minister of the Nizam.

But his stay was made less pleasant owing to
the unfortunate accident at Paris, and while confined
to his rooms at London, he was visited by the
Prince of Wales (King Edward V1I), and other mem-
‘bers of the Royal Family. : On June 2oth, the Prince
of Wales gave a banquet in Salar Jung’s honour
when the leading noblemen, statesmen, and old
Indian officials were invited to meet him. Next day
he went over to Oxford, wherc the honorary degree
of D. C. L. was conferred upon him by the University.
On July 3rd, Sir Salar Jung Was presented to H. M.
Queen Victoria by the Marquis of Salisbury at the
Windsor Castle, where he dined with the Queen and
.other members of the Royal Family. He spent the
next day in visiting the Woolwich Arsenal and the



SIR SALAR JUNG 19

London Docks. On 5th July Sir Salar Jung and his
suite attended the State Ball at the Buckingham
Palace, and the next day the Marquis of Salis-
bury (the then Secretary of State for India)
entertained him at dinner. Later on Sir Salar had the
honour of giving a dinner party at his temporary
residence in Piccadilly to H. R. H. the Prince of
Wales. Before Sir Salar Jung left London for
Trentham, the East India Association presented him
with an address recounting. his services during the
Mutiny and expressing satisfaction at the way in
which the various reforms were introduced by him
in the Nizam's State. After spending a pleasant
week at Trentham Hall with the Duke of Sutherland,
Sir Salar Jung travelled over to Scotland, where he
received deputations from the Town Councils of Inver-
ness, Dingwall, Tain and Wick, Later on he went
to Edinburgh where he and his party drove through
the streets sceing «ll the places of interest in that
ancient city. ‘
He returned to London on the 22ud and three
days later a special meeting of the Court of Common
Council was held at the Guildhall to present Sir Salar
Jung with the Freedom of the City of London. The
Lord Mayor proposed the toast of Sir Salar Jung and
sulogised his services to the Nizam and the English.
In July 26th, Sir Salar received deputations from the
fanchester Corporation and the Manchester Chamber
f Commerce, and owing to ill health had to decline
witations to visit Liverpool and Manchester. - His
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tour in England was like a triumphal march and as.

one writer says:

He was entertained by the highest in the land, and yet his
success does not seem to turn his head in any way. The houss
he hired for the occasion, his servants and thoe whole establish-
ment have boen kept up ot an almost princely scale but without
the slightsst ostentation or attempt at vulgar show. His:
maunper is so like that of a well-bred English gentleman that
many people cannot understand how or where a native of India
who has never been in England seems to have picked up what
seems to have been a kind of second nature with Sir Salar.

Salar Jung after a stay of two months in Eng-
land left London for Paris on his return journey. He
was much struck with the masvels of the French
capital : but the severc aspect, and the incessant
activity of London (as contrasted with the pleasures
of Paris) appealed to his imagination.

Leaving Paris on the 3rd Auvgust, Sir Salar
yvisited Turin and Milan and took the steamer to India
from Brindisi, and arrivediat Bombay after an absence
of nearly four months,. He was not quite recovered
from the effects of his accident, and so he was helped
over the side of the steamer,Awhen the crew and the
passengers cheered him to their utmost capacity.
How much the English sailors of the day knew and
appreciated Sir Salar is cvidenced by the follow.
ing incident : the steamer conveying Salar Jung and:
his suite passed a troopship. As soon as the soldiers.
and sailors knew who was on board they swarmed on-
to the deck and into the rigging and ¢ three cheers.
for Salar Jung, the Saviour of India’ was the
cry followed by such enthusiastic hurrahs which took.
a long time to subside.
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He arrived at Hyderabad on the 26th of August,
and was received with the liveliest demonstrations of
affection by all classes of people.

THE BERAR QUESTION

H. H. The Nizam Afzul-ud-Dowlah died
‘on the 26th February 1869, and his son Mahbub
Ali Khan aged about three years, was placed
on the Masnad. Salar Jung and Shams-ul-Umarah—
the premier noblemen of the State—were made co-
Regents during the minority of the Nizam, and there
seemed every prospect of a smooth sailing in the
State's progress towards administrative efficiency,
But Sir Salar’s attitude towards the Berar question
brought him in conflict with more than one Viceroy.
He fostered so passionate a desirc for the restoration
of Berar to the Nizam that he expressed his object in
1 letter to Lord Northbrook :—* Either I must
:ccover Berar or I must be convinced of the justice
f the reasons for withholding it or—I must die."”
3erar had been nominally in the Nizam's possession
ince 1744, and the dimensions of the province were
epeatedly curtailed by grants to the Peshwas of
*oona, who laterly were even empowered to collect

ixes from the people. Since 1804, the Nizam had
1¢ sole authority over the country, but owing to its
nsettled state it remained the rendezvous of the law-
ss. It had dwindled with every political change till

the middle of the last century it was not the Berar

the early Nizams, far less the Imperial Subah of
at name, In 1853, upwards of 45 lakhs of rupees
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became due to the British Government for the
maintenance of the Hyderabad contingent. Lord
Dalhousie, the then Governor-General, instructed
the Resident to ask the Nizam territorial guarantee
for the regular payment of the contingent charges,
and the liguidation of the debt. After much negotia-
tions a treaty was drawn up, by which districts
yielding an annual gross revenue of 50 lakhs were
assigned to the British. These included Berar, the
Raichur Doab and Dharaseo district. The treaty
was signed on the 2tst April 1853; and two weeks
later Salar Jung was appointed Prime Minister. Ever
since he was not at easc over this subject and had:
two motives to guide him. ¢ The solemn injunctionp
of his two last sovereigns,”” says a writer, * had made
it a duty of the most sacred obligation upon him to
seek its accomplishment, = The assignment which was
effected in the last hours of his uncle (Nawab Seraj-
ul-Mulk) had left a reproach on his family in the eyes
both of the sovereign and the people of the country.”
In 1866, the Minister addressed a communication
to the British Government on behalf of the Nizam
claiming the restoration of Berar. The request was not
complied with, and Salar Jung was told that “the spirit
of extravagant assertion which pervades Sir Salar'Jung's
letter, unworthy alike of his princely master’s dignity
and of his own reputation for enlightened stdatesman-
ship, leaves the Governor-General in Council no alter-
native but to require that the future communications of
the Hyderabad Durbar shall be framed in a tone more
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serious and circumspect.” There was still hope, and it
was based on the statement of the Government of India
that the restitution of Berar must remain an impossi-
bility so long as satisfactory arrangements were not
made for the regular payment of the Hyderabad
contingent from some other source, When the Minis-
ter had effected many administrative reforms in the
State, he was able to point out ‘“a source” to the
British. In 1872, Salar Jung offercd to deposit with
the Government of India-in-licu of Berar, the sum of
12 crores of rupees, the intérest on which would be
sufficient to mect thce cost of the contingent. The
Minister noted that this scheme will not only furnish a
proper security but also be a deposit of His Highness'
treasure, which would e¢nable the Government to
carry on some public works out of that source; and
also reduce the cost of management. The Govern-
ment of India were unable to entertain such a pro-
posal since *“a territorial guarantee was the funda-
mental principle of the treaties of 1853 and 1860,
After much correspondence, Salar Jung was informed
that the Resident would not receive for transmission
any correspondence on the subject in future. Where-
upon the Regents forwarded an appeal direct to the
Secretary of State for India. While in England
it is said that Salar Jung influenced a number of
British politicians to rccognise the justice of his
claim. The Secretary of State (Lord Salisbury)
affirmed that Berar was not ceded to the British, and
that the Nizam’s sovereignty over the assigned districts
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remained unimpaired. FHis despatch to the Viceroy
concluded as follows :—

Your Excellency haa noticed the inconvenience of discussing
questions of this kind while the Nizam, on wkose behalf they are
professedly raised, is himself a minors In this opinion I entirely
concur,

Early in, 1877, the co-Regents declared in
writing that “they fully accepted the decision
of the Secretary of State as conveyed in the
above despatch, and would take no steps what-
ever in the matter during the minority of * His
Highnese,” But Salar Jung was not sparsd till the
young Nizam Mahbub Ali Kban came of age and
assumed the reins of government. The subject was
therefore shelved till it was re-opened in 1902 by
Lord Curzon, when by a new treaty Berar was
ceded in perpetuity to the British Government on
the latter paying to. the Nizam 25 lakhs of rupees
per annum,

HIS REFORNS

To sketch the reforms | introduced by Sir Salar
Jung in the State, is to describe the history of
Hyderabad for nearly thirty years, The State at the
time of his accession to power had been compared to
the England of the Stuarts. The Revenue Adminis-
tration was in the most deplorable state and the
accounts showed a sum of only 18 lakhs of rupees as
the net revenue available to the government after
paying the troops in the State service. The collection
of revenue was carried on what was known as the
contract system. The territory was parcelled out for
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-a certain period among  contractors called Taluqdars,
who were paid at a definite rate for the cost of
management, Their sole aim was to make as much
money as possible when in power, and therefore much

-oppression and mismanagement prevailed. Besides

-certain districts where in the hands of Arabs who had
.advanced money to the State, and who were em.
powered to collect the revenue of those districts in

‘repayment of the loans made,

Sir Salar Jung's attentions was first drawn to
the maladministration of the Revenue Department.
A court was established to adjudicate the claims of
the Arabs: and all turbulent men were arrested and

-punished cither by deportation or imprisonment by the
Arab Zamindars, whose support was an asset to the
youthful Minister. As much of the debts as the finan-

-ces of the State could allow were disbursed to the

-creditors. By 18354, Salar Jung was able to recover
mortgaged lands yiclding a revenue of 40 lakhs, and
to disband nearly 4,000 Arabs and Pathans from the
State service. The old Talugdars were forced to
submit their resignations, and trustworthy persons
were appointed in their places.

In 1856, a Central Treasury was established at
Hyderabad, to which all Revenue collections wer:
transmitted. Vexatious transit duties and other minor
taxes were abolished, The country was for adminis-
rative purposes divided into four parts; and Salar
lung took under his charge the largest division yield-
ng 60 lakhs of revenue.
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The traffic in Mahomedan and Hindu children
had been going on for a long time, and in 1856, Salar
Jung issued a proclamation forbidding the practice
under pain of punishment. Therc were daily robberies
and dacoities in the districts; and villages were in
many cases looted by armed men, More than once a
body of the contiugent troops were requisitioned to
scare away the besiegers. A special Rohilla Court
was established at Hyderabad to try such cases, and
several gangs of robbers were imprisoned. There was
famine in 1862 and 1866, and Salar Jung took effec-
tive measures to ‘relieve the poor and the distressed.
In 1867, the Zillabandi system was introduced, and
the State was parcelled out into five divisions and
seventeen districts.

There was a thorough re-organization of the
Judicial, Pablic Works, Medical, Police and Educa-
tional Departments, In the Telugu districts the
system of payment in kind was the rule. The
Minister abolished it to the great satisfaction of the
ryots, and sent a memorandum on the disadvantages
of this system to the Famine Commission.

In the beginning of 1882, Salar Jung drew an
elaborate scheme for the general management of the
administration. This was the last and in some res-
pects the greatest undertaking of the Minister for the
berrefit of the State. This system was adopted prac-
tically in toto by his successor, and still remains the -
basis of administration in the Dominions. To help
the Minister, four Moin-ul-Mahams (Departmental’
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Ministers) were appointed, and elaborate 'details
regarding the powers and working of the Ministers
and Secretaries were framed. The Government of
India, after o careful and close examination of the
scheme, gave it their most hearty and cordial
appreciation,

Before Salar Jung's time there were no regular
courts throughout the dominions. The Minister
established a Court in Hyderabad with a Chief Judge,
and four assistant Judges having full powers to try
civil and criminal cases.  To suppress crime it
the districts, Zilladars with a fully equipped force
were appointed, who either captured or imprisoned
all turbulent Rohillas. ‘A special Court to try Thuggee
and Dacoity cases was instituted. In 1860, a Court
at Hyderabad with a Hindu as its presiding Judge
was established to try civil cases among Hindus.
Government stamped paper was also introduced; and
a stamp office was established in the capital.

Before Salar Jung came into power, the village
servants acted as the police; and military troops
arrested thieves and dacoits when called upon to do
so. Cases of torture were very frequent. In 1863,
Salar Jung re-organised the police department. = At
the head of the administration there was the Inspector-
General of Police with Mohatamims (Superintendents)
and Amins (Inspectors) in charge of districts: the
Jamadars and Dafadars worked under them. A Kotwal
‘Commissioner of Police) was appointed for the Hydera-
»ad city, and the Police Code revised and amended.
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In 1875, the Survey department was established on
the lines followed in the Bombay Presidency. Educa-
tion in Hyderabad had been carried on, on the old
lines : boys were only taught the Koran and to read
and write Persian or Arabic. In 1855, Salar Jung
established an Oriental College, where English was
taught as an optional subject. Some years later a
school was opened in the chief village of each Talug
and one at the headquarters of each District. The
department was brought under an Educational Secre-
tary and a Director of Public Instruction. A Civil
Engineering College and a | Medical School were
opened. In a short time the educational charges of
the State rose to nearly a ‘lakhand half. In 1880,
the school at Chadderghet (in Hyderabad) was raised
to the status of a College, and affiliated to the Madras
University. With a2 view to encourage the
nobles of the State to study the English language,
the Madras-Aliza was instituted which was subse-
-quently re-organised and named the Nizam’s College.
To train teachers for schools, a normal schooi
was established; and five divisional mspectors
were appointed for supervision of the schools in
‘the district, ‘

There was also a re-organization of the Public
Works Deparment, Many tanks were repaired,
roads and district communications were improved,
-and several government buildings were erected. In
1874, the Hyderabad-Wadi Railway was completed,
.and to Salar Jung thus belongs the credit of connect-
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ing the Nizam’s capital with Madras and Bombay
In 1862, regular postal communication between the
capital and the districts was established. There
were many mints in the State, but Salar Jung
withdrew all the coins and established a State
mint at Hyderabad. The Abkari Department
showed an increased revenue owing to the suppres-
sion of illicit manuvfacture, and the income of
the Customs Department rose to nearly 4o lakhs,
Municipalities were  established at Hyderabad,
Aurangabad, Raichur and Gulburga, where the
management was effected by a Council consisting of
official and non-official members, . When Salar Jung
became Prime Minister, the military cost of the State
per annum was nearly 8o lakhs; but at the time of
his death it was reduced to nearly 20 lakhs. Indecd
it would take us far afield to measurc all the reforms
he introduced in remadelling a  State like Hyderabad.
Suffice to say that he is in a scnse the maker of
the modern Hyderabad.
CONCLUSION

In 1871, the Government of India bestowed on
Salar Jung the distinction of the Grand Commander
of the Star of India; and he received at the Imperial
Assermbly at Delhi on 1st January 1877, a salute of
17 guns as a murk of personal distinction. Nawab
Shams-ul-Umarah died in 1879, and Nawab Vikar-
al-Umarah became the co-Regent, whose death two
years later left Sir Salar Jung as the sole Regent of
Hyderabad.
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In the summer of 1882, Sir Salar Jung
paid a visit to Simla to discuss in person certain
administrative questions of the State and to arrange
for the tour of the young Nizam to Furope in
the following year. His stay was very brief not
exceeding eight days, and yet he left behind him a
very good impression in the highest society that was
gathered together in the summer capital of the
Government of India. In January 1853, the Regent
accompanied the yonng Nizam on a tour to Raichur,
Gulburga and Aurangabad. On return to Hyderabad,
arrangements were being made for the forthcoming
visit of H, H. the Nizam to Europe : but to the great
sorrow of all, Sir Salar Jung died of cholera on the
§th February 1883.

Telegrams and letters of condolence poured
in from different parts of India and the United
Kingdom. His Excellency Lord Ripon telegraphed a
message from the Queen expressive of Her Majesty's
grief at the sad news, and also added an expression
of his own sympathy. The news of Sir Salar’s
demise was published in an extra-ordinary issue of
the Gazetts of India edged with a deep black border:
“ With a feeling of deep regret the Governor-General
in Council announces the death on the evening of the
8th instant from cholera of His Excellency Nawab Sir
Salar Jung, G.C.S.L, Regent and Minister of the
Hyderabad State. By this unhappy event the British
Government has lost an expricnced and enlightened
friend, H. H. The Nizam a wise and faithful servant,
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and the Indian community one of its most distinguish-
ed representatives.,” How decply his loss was felt
by all classes of pcople is to be seen from the follow-
ing extract from the Resident’s letter to the Govern-
ment of India:—

I do not know how to express the concern and sorrow which
Sir Balar Jung's death has caused to every one here. Al pre-
sent the menae of personal bereavement seems to outweich the
feeling of public loss. Every Britiah Officer who has had the
bonour of his acquaintance feels his death as he would that of
a friend of many years. Those who had the pleasure to
serve under him will mourp the kindest, the most consi-
derate of masters. The British Government will lament the
death of une whose loyalty and attachment to it, based as they
were on an intelligent appreciation of the true intereats of the
Hyderabad State, were only second to hig loyalty and attach-
ment to his own sovereign, Moat of all, His Highness for whom
8ir Salar Jung had so laboured must grieve his loss. No master
had over a more devoted servant. It seems so hard that he
should have passed away before he could see the sovereign
whose interests he had so striven for, on the throne.

Sir Salar Jung's appearance was very striking,
He was of medium height and  slenderly built, and
ret he had a commanding presence. His frame
hough not robust was wiry. He was simple in his
iabits, His dress was never gaudy, and in his time
e was known as the best dressed Indian. He was
nostentatious and seldom wore jewellery save on
tate occasions. He was of free and easy manners, _
nd was easily accessible, Though a Shiah, he did
ot evince any partiality to one sect or another, and
as a thorough liberal with respect to religion. He
d not however omit any of the more binding injunc-
»ns of the Muslim faith, and it was very seldom that
: neglected his daily prayers or the fasts prescribed

be observed in the month of Ramzan,
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The Minister left two daughters, and two sons—
Mir Liak Ali Khan, and Mir Saadut Ali Khan: the
former was the sccond Salar Jung, and was the Prime
Minister of Hyderabad from 1884 to 1887, and the:
latter a Member of the Council of State and an acting
Prime Minister during his brother’s absence on tour.
His son, Nawab Mir Yusuf Ali Khan Salar Jung II1
succeeded to the post held so brilliantly by several of
his ancestors in 1912, soon after the accession of the
present Nizam to the thigneiof Hyderabad, He how-
ever resigned his high office on the 1st of December
1914, that he might take a trip to Europe for the
sake of his heaith. = The office of Ministry has since
been retained in the hands of H. H. the Nizam
himself,
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Maharajah Jang Bahadur of Nepal.

AHARAJAH JANG BAHADUR KANWAR
RANA, Prime Minister and Commander-in-

Chief of Nepal (1846-1877) can be termed the maker
of the modern Kingdom of Nepal. He was well-
known to the English as Sir Jang Bahadur, G. C. B.,
G. C. S. L, owing to his long stay in England
in 1850 and to his invaluable services to the English
cause in the critical days of the Great Indian Mutiny.
In his case, as in that of other great statesmen-
contemporaries of his, like Sie Salar Jang, and Sir .
Dinkar Rao, the results of his work have survived
him. In his youth he was fiercely barbarous, as suited
the then troubled court-politics of Kathmandu ; and
“even in his old age he retained perhaps a semi-
barbaric character.” Thus Sit Richard Temple esti-

mates the life and work of - that remarkable man :—

When remembrance is borne of the associations in which
his youth must have been passed, the awful scenes he witness-
ed, the massacres in which he participated, the blood he ghed—
then there is wonder at the mm}eration and self-control after-
wards displayed by him, the discipline enforced by hix system,
and the public order secured by his stern, yet jusi, rule. What
his feelings may have been originally towards the British no
man can now aay; but he visited England and returned to
Nepal with a conviction from which he never swerved, that
it would be well to adhere to the English side, as that was sure
to be ultimately victorious. The conduct of the Nepal state
during the war of the Mutinies was unsatisfastory on the
whole, but there were reasous for fearing that they might
have joined the rebellion had it not been for the dissuading
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voice and restraining hand of Jang Bahadur. (Men and
Pvents of My Time in India. 2nd Edition, 1852 ; pp 308 & 309).

In order to have a right understanding of the
personality and work of Jang Bahadur, it is neces-
sary for us to have a clear idea of Nepal and its
people, its recent history and polity. Just as Kashmir
denotes the geographical extent of the territories of the
Mabarajah of Jammu and Kashmir, and not the
Vale of Kashmir merely, so the term Nepal is used to
denote not only the canton of Nepal, but the whole
of the extensive dominions of. the Gurkhas, covering
the entire range of the montane tracts of the south-
ward slopes of the Himalayas as well as a portion of
the Tarai belt and stretching from the British terri-
tory of Kumaon on the West to Sikkim on the East.
The Kingdom has an area of more than 50,000
square miles and comprises the 'catchment areas of
three separate rivers and their affluents, the Ghagra,
the Gandak and the Kusi. The bounding mountains
of these three great  river-basins are Nandadevi,
Dhavalagiri, Dayabhang and Kanchanjanga : and from
each of these towering pivots there run mighty spurs
which form the watersheds between these river-basins,
The hill-locked Valley of Nepal is drained by the
Bagmati, an affluent of the Ganges and lies between
the Gandak and the Kusi basins. * The general
character of these mountainsis a perpetual succes-
sion of vast ridges, with narrow intervening glens,
open valleys like that of Nepal being rare.” Three
longitudinal zones of climate are found in Nepal



MAHARAJAH JANG BAHADUR 35

the lower comprising the sub-montane lowlands; the
middle between the Duns and the snow-line; and
the upper or alpine. Correspondingly there are three
zones of vegetation; the lower region being full of
splendid timber trees, such as the sal, the banyan
and the pipal, the central slopes covered with oaks,
chestnuts etc: and the upper region producing yews,
poplars, hollies, birches, willows etc. The bulk of the
inhabitants dwell in the uplands; the spring and
autumn are fairly marked ; the rainy months from

July to August are genial, but the winter is cloudy,
damp with rain or snow and disagreeable,

The people are varied in race and origin. In the
heights there are the Bhutias, who are Tibetan in race-
marks and language, custom and dress. In the central
regions we have numerous tribes like the Magars and
the Gurungs, the Newars and the Murmis of Nepal
proper and the Limbus and the Kirantis of the East,
All of these are Mongoloid ; and besides there are the
Parbatiyas (hill-folk) who are the descendants of the
union of Hindus and the hillwomen, The central
forests and the jungles of the Tarai are inhabited by
wild aborigines of whom very little is known, The
’arbatiyas, the Magars and the Gurungs form, as the

vurkhas or the Gurkhalis, the dominant race, The
hief tribes of the Parbatiyas like the Khas, the
itharias, the Thakuris, and the Sahis are descendants
Brahmins and Rajputs who were driven into the
1s of Western Nepal on the pressure of the Muham-
dan invasions and who mixed with the spirited.
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Buddhist inhabitants, The Khas, or the Parbatiya
tribe proper, had their own little kingdom established
in the Gurkha Valley to the north-west of the Nepal
Valley; and associated with them were the hardy
Magars and the Gurungs. These form the military
population of the country.

Between the latter and the Khas ¢ there is going
on much the same process as formerly obtained in the
case of the Brahmins and the Rajputs and the hill-
women in general of days gone by, and they also have
become Hindus and Parbatiyas.”’

The people of the Nepal Valley whom the
Guarkhas first conquered are the Newars who are the
most advanced section of the population and who are
either Hindus (Saivamargis) or Buddhists, The
Newars have now sunk to a secondary position, but
the arts, crafts, trade and agriculture are still wholly
in their hands. The Nepal Valley is thus very densely
peopled, and its chief towns of Patan, Kathmandu,
Kirtipur and Bhatgaon are very populous and crowd-
ed—all situated within a few miles of each other.

There are more or less uncertain traditions of the
ancient rulers of the valley of which the most impor-
tant is the Vamsavals or Genealogical History of
‘Nepal according to the Buddhistic rescension, written
in the Parbatiya with an admixture of Sanskrit
and Newari. A copy of this was in the possession of
the late Professor Cowell; and a translation made
by Munshi Shew Shankar Singh and Pandit Shri
Gunanand, has been edited by Surgeon-Major D,
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Wright of the Kathmandu Residency (The Cam-
‘bridge University Press, 1877) supplemented by an
introductory sketch of the country and people. It takes
us on through the mythological periods and the epochs
.of the Suryabansi Dynasty and the Thakuri line of
Kings, the Karnata Dynasty of Nanya Deva and the
Malla Rajas of Kathmandu. The Malla power of the
Newars was split up among four branches, ruling
respectively at Bhatgaon, Kathmandu, Patan and
Kirtipur when Prithvi Narayan Sah, King of the
Gurkha Valley conquered it and became master of
‘both Gurkha and Nepal (1765). He overran the
country of the Kirantis and the Limbus as far as
Sikkim; and he was succeeded in 1775 by his son,
Singh Pratap Sah, who in a short reign of three
years, increased the borders of the Gurkha kingdom
.on the west. In 1778 his infant son Ran Bahadur
Sah began a long reign. - Gurkha politics became
from now onwards * one of ‘steady progress as regards
arms, and of the disgusting succession of murders and
intrigues and atrocious cruelties as regards the court.”
The army has been always blindly loyal to the
constituted authority for the time being, without any
sort of distinction as to persons, and hence the Nepal
palace revolutions have always been so harmless
to the people at large. During Ran Bahadur Sah’s
minority the queen-mother and the prince’s uncle
fought ‘like cat and dog’ for the regency; and some-
times one was in prison, sometimes the other. But
44 to the honour of both, be it recorded that which-
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ever was out of prison and ruling the kingdom, went
to war with all the little neighbours and added
canton after canton to Nepal, so that the prince
in the nursery took no harm.” (Edwardes and
Merivale—Life of Sir Henry Lawrsnce : 3rd edition ;
18735 pp. 324-325).

In 1791 the Gurkhas entered into a commercial
treaty with the English; and in the course of the
same year when they were in difficulties with the
Chinese, they applied for assistance to Lord Corn-
wallis. A mission was despatched from Calcutta but
it could get nothing substantial beyond another com-
mercial treaty. There was a temporary British
Resident at the Nepal Court (1802-03); but gradually
the relations became worse between the two states,
until finally they went to war in November, 1814,
The war was caused mainly by the arrogance of
the Gurkhas and their encroachments on British
territory ; it was ended by the Treaty of Segauli
which lost them the greater part of their possessions
below the hills, The native chronictler naively states
that “a war broke out with the British in the
‘Taryani (Tarai) ; but depriving them (the British) of
‘wisdom, the Rajah saved his country. Then calling
‘the British gentlemen he made peace with them and
allowed them to live near Tambahil.” (Wright’s
Nepal p. 265.)

’ The war was waged in thereign of Girban-
Juddha Vikram Sah, the son of Ran Bahadur whose
“cruelties more than once drove him into exile in
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British territory and who was finally killed in a
court-brawl in 1807, The new king was a minor;
and he was illegitimate to boot ; but he was almost
the sole survivor out of the barbarous affray that ended
in the death, Ran Bahadur being saved by the fidelity
of a chief named Bhim Sen Thappa who became
regent and ruled the state; and it was Bhim Sen who
brought on the Gurkha War of 1814, being puffed
up with the idea that the mountain-fastnesses of the
country must prove impregnable to the English. This
regent, known usually as General Bhim Sen, was a
brave man and a patriot after the Nepalese type.
The young king died of small pox soon after the close
of the war and was succeeded by an infant son,
Rajendra Vikram Sah who ruled until after Jang
Bahadur came to power and who was deposed in
1847 in favour of his son Surendra Vikram Sah.
Bhim Sen Thappa, the famous general and first
Prime Minister of the Sah Dynasty, became the sole
sower in the state in 1804 and retained authority
ill 1839.  He had to struggle against the jealousy
f the queen of the new king and the Pande factioh
which was the rival claimant to the ministership,
3ut he used his power faithfully and ably; and to this
lay he is regarded as the first model minister of
Vepal history. Bhim Sen died a miserable death in
irison, being so tortured and insulted that he cut his
whn throat. The Pandes now returned to power and
leld the ministry until *“ a turn of the wheel in 1843
rought about a great beheading of them, and Matabar
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Singh Thappa, nephew to Bhim Sen, became minis.
ter.” Matabar Singh was a man of mark, possessing
the talents, the courage and the vindictiveness of his
uncle whose murder he had to avenge. For two
years he was in power and took occasion to wreak
his vengeance on the Pandes; but he soon became
unpopular at court and was treacherously killed by
a gunshot in the audience chamber of the King him-
self. The British Residency’s Official Records for 1845
open with the account of the murder of Matabar
Singh, ** amidst the treacherous cajoleries of the King
who afterwards claimed credit for firing the first
shot point-blank into his body."

The next year Was even more prolific in assassi-
nations and massacres ‘“ planned by the queen and
the menial of the palace whom she had raised to
favour.” (Assistant Resident Nicholett’s confidential
summary, sub anno 1846-quoted in W. W. Hunter's
Lifs of Brian Houghton Hodgson. pp. 229-230). This
murder of Matabar Singh though only one incident in
the barbarous history of the Gurkha court, was * the
main epic " of the period of the Residentship of Sir
Henry Lawrence (1843-45). Jang Bahadur was
afterwards regarded as the main actor in this episode.
He was a nephew of Matabar Singh; and the
British official records of those years frequently men-
tion him as a rising young soldier. He was one of
seven brothers, the sons of a Kaji or Nepalese
official; and soon he rose to prominence, so much so
that even his uncle expressed some alarm at the
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increase of his influence at court and with the army.
The Resident Sir Henry Lawrence, mentioned him
in his letters as * an intelligent young man, parti-
cularly expert in all military matters, but though
young in years, profoundly versed in intrigue”. After
the assassination of Matabar Singh, Jang Bahadur
became a prominent member of the Nepal Govern-
ment, though he was not actually included in the
Ministry which was then a sort of coalition of various
factious nobles headed by Gagan Singh, one of the
chief conspirators -and the favourite of the Queen.
The King was a mere tool in the hands of the Queen;
but shortly afterwards Gagan Singh bimself was
shot dead in his own house while he was at his
devotions. The Rani accused all her enemies in the
Ministry and insisted on the King assembling all his
ministers and nobles in council in order to find out
the assassin. The Queen's party supported by Jang
Bahadur and his brothers came heavily armed; but
‘the nobles being summoned in a hurry arrived at the
council with no weapons but their own swords.
After a stormy debate in which insults and taunts
were freely exchanged, Jang Bahadur who had with
him the written orders of the Queen, made the signal
for the general attack which had been planned
seforehand ; and in a few minutes 32 of the nobles
nd more than 100 of the lower ranks were mowed
own by the bullets. *“The poor King alarmed by

1e noise of the struggle, mounted his horse and rode

f to the Residency. On his return within an hour
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he found the gutters around the Kot (the Council
Chamber) filled with the blood of his ministers; and
what little power he possessed in the state was gone
for ever.”

Jang Bahadur, backed up by his brothers and
his army, now became after this Kot Massacre, the
most powerful man in Nepal ; the other Sardars who
rebelled against him were again massacred; and in
December, the King fled to Benares, while the Rani
soon finding herself baulked of her ambition by Jang
Bahadur, quickly followed her husband into exile.
Several plots were attempted by the exiled King to
regain his powers and to assassinate Jang Bahadur,
But they all failed, and the only result was that the
King was declared by his conduct to have forfeited
his right to the throne and his son was proclaimed
as the new King, Finally when the royal exile
advanced to the Tarai with a small force he was
easily attacked and taken prisoner. From this time
Jang Bahadur became the undisputed ruler of the
land, the old King being a prisoner and the new King
being kept under the strictest surveillance and not
allowed any power at all. Thus the long record of
“plot and counterplot, palace revolution, atrocity
and assassination” was ended; and a period of
vigorous rule began, “the people at large living
meanwhile in complete indifference, satisfied to dwell
under a bastard dynasty, and to be controlled more
Indico by a family of practically hereditary ministers **
wielding almost despotic powers.
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The Sah Dynasty of Nepal which was thus con-
fined to inglorious obscurity claims its descent from
a younger son of the great Mewar dynasty of Udaipur,
when that family became scattered after the sack of
Chitor by Alau-d-din Khilji in 1303. In the same way
the family of Jang Bahadur Kanwar claims ‘‘ descent
from the royal refugees of Mewar, its members having
according to their own account, procured the title of
Kanwar centuries back from the Rajah of the petty
State of Satankote in return for war services,” Jang
Bahadur’s father, Bal Narasinha, was the chief Kajs
of Nepal and was the person who cut down the
murderer of King Ran Bahadur Sah in 1807 ; and
his great grand-father, Ram Kishan Kanwar was the
chief lieutenant of Prithvi Narayan Sah, the Gurkha
conqueror of Nepal. Jang Bahadur strengthened his
position by connecting his family by marriage with
the most influential persons in the country. Feeling
that he was perfectly secure Jang Bahadur started
with a large retinue for England in January, 1850,
one of his brothers acting as Prime Minister in his
absence. The whole party was much impressed with
the power and resources of the English and delighted
with the welcome and hospitality they were shown ;.
and the party continued to talk for many years after-
wards of all the numerous wonders they beheld. This
had a very great effect on Jang Bahadur’s attitude
towards the British power. Even in 1848, in the
course of the Sikh War, he made an offer to the
British Resident that he would send eight regiments
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of Nepal troops to British Assistance. This offer was
declined as the Governor-General was suspicious still
of the real attitude of the Nepal Government. In 1349
the mother of Prince Dhulip Singh took refuge in
Nepal ; and this only tended to strengthen the mutual
suspicions of the two Governments. But everything
was changed after Jang Bahadur’s return from
England in February, 1851. Shortly after he returned
there was a conspiracy against the Minister fomented
by one of his own brothers _as well as by a brother of

- the deposed King. .~ The conspirators were arrested
and were only saved from death by the intervention
of the British Government which consented to retain
them as state-prisoners at Allahabad where they were
detained for several years.

Jang Bahadur continued in the office of Prime
Minister till 1856 when he resigned that post in favour
of his brother Ran Bahadur and was himself created
Maharaja with power to act as adviser to the King
and Prime Minister. At the same time he was given
the sovereign right of rule over two provinces. Before
this he had waged a two years’ war with the Tibetans
who had plundered the quinquennial Nepalese embassy
to China. After some indefinite triumphs the Nepalese
got a treaty by which the Tibetans consented to
remit the import duties on goods from Nepal and to
permit a Gurkha official to reside in L.hassa to protect
the interests of the Nepalese traders.

Shortly before the outbreak of the Mutiny there
appeared some symptoms of uneasiness and rebellion
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in the Nepalese army; but fortunately they were
put down without much bloodshed. As soon as
intelligence was received at Kathmandu of the
Mutiny, the Darbar offered to send troops and even
despatched two regiments ; but the offer was for the
moment declined by the Governor-General and the
troops were rccalled. It is believed that had the
Nepalese troops co-operated, the massacre at Cawn-
pore would have never occurred. This spontanecus
offer of help is thus appreciated by Colonel Malleson

The independent position oceupied by Nepal, the known
ability of the man, who though only prime minister, wielded
all real authority in the country, the certainty that the over.
throw of the British could searcely fail to offer great opportu-
nities to an able general commanding a compact and well-
disciplined army, gave to_ Jang Bahadur's proposal the appear-
ance of being inspired by a pure and generous friendship,
History of the Indian Mutiny. ' Vol. IV, cabinet edition, 1389 ;
p. 122.) »

Towards the end of June Lord Canning had to
accept Jang Bahadut’s offer; and within a few weeks
4000 Nepalese troops had restored order in Azamgarh
and its vicinity. In December, Jang Bahadur who
1ad meanwhile reassumed the office of Prime Minis.
er, himself set out with an army of 8,000 men and
reating down the rebels at Gorakhpur entered Oudh
ind advanced to Lucknow where he reinforced Sjr
~olin Campbell and enabled him to extend his plan
f operations. They assisted in the campaign and
inally retired into Nepalin May-June 1858. When
umbers of fugitive rebels took refuge in the Nepalese
“arai, the Nepalese temporised with them until they
\ad got all the jewels and money out of them. At
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last in 1859 they organised an expedition which
co-operated with the British troops in sweeping the
mutineers out. Among the refugees were the Begum
of Lucknow and her son, and Nana Saheb, Some say
that the Nana fell a victim to malaria in the Tarai;
while others maintain that he took refuge in Nepal
itself where his wives were given shelter; and
for long it was believed that he continued to live in
the interior of Nepal. The Begum of Lucknow also
took refuge in Kathmandu where she resided for
many years.

A large portion of the Tarai was made over to
Nepal as a reward for her services; while General
Jang Bahadur was created a G. C. B.—an honour
of which he was very proud. Had it not been for
the personal influence of Sir Jang, the Nepalesc
would most probably have held aloof or have ever
sided with the rebels, ‘‘ Now however all parties see
the wisdom of the course adopted and Sir Jang
Bahadur’s position has no doubt been rendered mor:
secure by the benefits which the country has deriv
ed from his policy.”

Subsequent to, the Mutiny, the relations of Jan
Bahadur towards the British Power continued t
be equally cordial. He made several alterations i
the treaties for the extradition of criminals; but h
would not for long relax the jealous rules which ex
cluded foreigners from travelling in and surveying th
country, not even allowing scientific expeditions ¢
observation. In 1873 Sir Jang Bahadur was create
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a2 G, C. S. I, and in the same year he received from
the Emperor of China the title and insignia of
Thonglin-pim-ma-ko-kang-vang-syan which means
* Leader of the army, the most brave in every enter-
prise, perfect in everything, master of the army,
Mabaraj.” In 1874 Sir Jang proposed to revisit
England with a large number of his relatives and
even proceeded as far as Bombay, whence he return.
ed on account of an accident.

Sir Jang’s position, according to Dr. Wright, was
a most astonishing one. His family interests were
interwoven with those of almost every important
family from that of the King downwards. The
King’s eldest son, Trilok Bir Vikram Sah was married
to his daughter; and the second !son to another
daughter and niece. As he had upwards of a hundred
children the opportunities for strengthening his posi.
tion by alliances of this type should have been very
extensive. Sir Jang's administration was very bene-
ficial to the country; ‘but even he could not interfere
with some of the customs and prejudices of the
people. He restricted sats, but found it impossible
to abolish the custom entirely. He was personally
not averse to throwing the country open to Eurg.
peans, but was afraid to do so on account of populag
prejudice which is reflected in a saying.—* With
the merchant comes the musket, with the Bible comes
he bayonet.” Sir Jang also placed restrictions on
he custom'by which the dishonoured husband wag
llowed to cut down the seducer of his wife with
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his khukri; be also mitigated to a small extent the
severity of the old laws against adultery and breaches
of caste rules as well as the barbarity which was
practised on the occasion of animal sacrifices. He
absolutely prohibited satt in the case of women
having young children and gave permission to satis to
alter their minds even in the presence of the fatal
pile. He began the practice of having tutors for his
children, either European or Bengali. After his return
from England, he abolished the old savage code of
punishments iavolving mutilation, stripes etc., and
introduced a new system. Only. treason, rebellion,
desertion in times of war and other serious offences
against the state were to be punished with death;
besides killing cows and murder.

The administration of justice under Jang Baha-
dur was fair, and an appeal could always be made
to the Council which practically meant the Minister.
The standing army consisted in those days of about
16,000 men divided into 26 regiments of from 500 to
6oo men each—supplemented by a large force of
irregulars consisting mainly of discharged soldiers.
All the regiments have been formed on the British
model and officered in the same way as the English
army. All the higher ranks of the army were filled
tip by the sons "and relatives of Sir Jang Bahadur
and his brothers. Practically Sir Jang was the head
of every departmerit in the State. He set up an
arsenal where rifles and percussion  caps are manu-
gactured and cannon are cast and bored.
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Sir Jang Bahadur usually resided at Thapatal;
on the banks of the Bagmati river near the town of
Patan. It consists of a succession of squares' of gigan-
tic houses inhabited by the minister’s relatives and
dependents ; and the public rooms are described as
being large, lofty and well-ornamented with pictures
and carvings. He also maintained a huge elephant-
court, besides large stables and kennels. A statue of
his was originally set up in the centre of the grand
monument in the race course at the capital, which
was subsequently removed to a new temple built by
him. Sir Jang, in spite of his philo-English tenden.
cies was very proud of the independence of his state,
and most jealous of any interference with his domes.
tic policy. The British Resident was merely a consul,
having nothing to do whatever with the government
of the country, and no Gurkha could enter the
Residency without permission from the Minister
himself and without being accompanied by his vakil,
Sir Jang used to have a daily report of everything that
occurred at the Residency; and it was very difficult
for the Resident or any European to obtain informa-
tion on any subject beyond what actually came under
hisown observation. Nepal under Sir Jang was a kind
of Alsatia for Hindustan as it was very difficult to obtain
the extradition of criminals from his state. In fact
the Nepalese have always prided themselves on never
surrendering a fugitive—except when it suited them.

Sir Jang was always most affable and courteous

in his demeanour; and according to Major Wright,
¢
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whatever might have been his failings, he always
bore himself as a gentleman. * He was undoubtedly
also a most acute and talented man and it would be
well for Nepal,” so Major Wright wrote in 1775—*if
there were a few more among the rising generation
fit to be compared to him.”

Nepal under Sir Jang was the example of an
independent Hindu state par excsllence in alliance
and co-operation with the British Government, His
wonderful career which closed in death in 1877
enabled him to rightly estimate the worth of the
English power. It was Sir Jang’s great services in
the time of the Mutiny that formed the indissoluble
tie connecting the two Governments; and the develop-
ment of the Gurkha Regiments in the British Indian
Army after the Mutiny which, “ forms one of the most
remarkable chapters in the history of our Indian
Army ” was one of the best fruits of that alliance.
The idea of having Gurkha regiments was as old as
1832 when the Resident Mr. Hodgson urged it on
the attention of Government, but it took shape only as
a result of the lesson learned in 1857,

A comparative estimate of Sir Jang with his great
contemporaries among Indian statesmen given by Sir
Richard Temple in 1880 may not prove uninterest-
ing i—

Of living statesmen among the natives, Salar Jang of
Hyderabad pechaps has become Europeanised in his method of
administration, But Dinkar Rao of Gwalior was quite original,
go was Kripa Ram of Jammu, and more eapecially Jang Bahadur

of Nepal who governed sfter his own fashion with hardly any
tineture of European notions. Madbava Rao of Baroda, too,
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though Anglicised to some extent, is quite Asiatic au fond, and
if left to his own resources entirely, would evince striking origi-
‘nality.~—Men and Events of my Time in India. p. 497,

Sir Jang's tradition has been kept up by succeed-
ing Ministers of Nepal. The fear that his death
‘would be followed by a series of revolutions has been
largely falsified. All power still continues in the
‘hands of the Prime Minister ; and the present King
Tribubana Bir Bikram Sah is much in the same
position as his ancestor Surendra. The present
Minister, Sir Chandra Shumshere Jang Bahadur
Rana who came to power in igot, practically placed
the entire man-power of his state at the disposal of
the English during the Great War, in recognition of
which help the Indian Government makes an annual
present of ten lakhs of rupees to the Nepal Darbar,
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et somerm e mirmis

HIS ANCESTRY

The ancestors of Sir Dinkar Rao the illus-
trious statesman of Gwalior lived in a village
called Devarukh in the Ratnagiri District of the
Bombay Presidency. Of this village Vishvanath
Hari was the Khot or Zamindar., Vishvanath had
three sons, Hari, Ramchandra and Bhaskar. Bhas-
karpant’s son Timaji was favoured by the fates and
so found opportunities to make a fortune as well as a
name for himself and his family. That was exactly
the time when several Brahmins and Mahratta
families rose to greatness and distinction. About the
year 1745 Timaji found an entrance into the arena
of politics at Satara, the capital of the Mahratta
Empire and the seat and centre of all the political
transactions which have influenced to a great degree
the pages of the Indian history. Step by step he rose
in the estimation of his superiors and attracted the.
attention of the Chatrapati, the King of the Mahrat-
tas. The royal favour ensured by an honest and
energetic performance of duties, secured for Timaji
considerable advantages, pecuniary as well as official,
Thus this family emerged out of comparative obscu-

* Drawn largely from an excellent biographical me&i}
by Mr. M. W. Burway of Indore.
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rity. Success followed success and at last the
family attained a place in the official circle of the
Mahratta Empire. Of Timajipant Rajwade’s sons,
Ramrao and Balvantrao, the former followed in the
footsteps of his worthy father and performed the
state functions assigned to him with credit. * Ram
Rao had four sons and of these the eldest Dinkar
Rao succeeded his father in the hereditary office of
Rajwade.
HIS EARLY DAYS

Dinkar Rao was born at Dewrukha on the 2oth
of December 1819. On account of the anarchy and
chaos preceding the abdication of the Peshwa his
‘family along with many others was reduced to straiten-
ed circumstances and consequently his education could
not be much attended to. = After Raghoba’s entrance
into the Gwalior service, he brought his family from
the Deccan. Young Dinkar Rao was then but eight
years old. Here Dinkar Rao picked up a little know-
ledge of Persian and finance along with Marathi. At
fifteen his career as a student terminated and he em-
barked on his official career.

Dinkar Rao entered the service of Maharaj
Scindia at the age of sixteen under the auspices of
Bhausaheb Potnis. As Secretary to this influential
officer of the Scindia’s Court, the young man had
many opportunities of measuring the power of the
different parties in the state and of acquiring an inti-
mate acquaintance with the state affairs. In this
position Dinkar Rao continued to remain for a long
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time. Day by.day his ability in the discharge of his
official duties attracted the attention of the other
members of the Gwalior Durbar and this circumstance
stood him in good stead afterwards.

Raghoba’s services in the settlement of the Amba
Distriet went 3 long way in ensuring the success of
his son and in securing the sympathy of the influential
courtiers in his selection to the vacant; Subhaship, the
dangers of which post were not at all unknown to
the young officer. After being confirmed in the Subhat
of Amba, this energetic officer, equal to the responsi-
bilities of the task, set to do his best in ameliorating still
more the deplorable condition of the district. In
this he followed ‘the footsteps of his sagacious
father. During the days of his probationership,
Dinkar Rac had taken advantage of every leisure
hour to acquire a sound knowledge of administrative
details, and had even gone the length of writing a
small treatise connected with the conduct of state-
affairs,

During the troublous period, 1800-1852, it was
not always possible for a man of mere ability and
integrity to rise and come'to the front in the arena of
hative politics. Dipkar Rao was then the ablest man
in Gwalior. Good fortune favoured bim also. There
Were at this time sympathetic officers of the type of
Shakespeare and Malcolm who were always ready
and eager to appreciate native talent and merit.
Dinkar Rao had caught the eye of Shakes-
peare and Malcolm. Major Shakespeare was now
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promoted to the A, G. G. ship at Indore and

Major Malcolm had succeeded him at Gwalior.

Before relinquishing the charge of the Gwalior Resi-

dency the Major had left on record his high opinion

regarding Dinkar Rao’s honesty and ability and

the sound work he had done in Tawarghar.
INTERNAL FEUDS

The most difficult problem that lies before
the reader of Dinkar Rao’s life for solution
is his elevation from _the Subhaship of Amba
‘to  the Premier-ship- of Gwalior, one of the
most powerful States in India. While on the
one hand the ability, integrity and assiduity of
Dinkar Rao created a favourable impression about
him in the minds of Sir Richmond Shakespeare and
Colonel Malcolm, on  the other, the chaos and
confusion, which had been prevailing in the Gwalior
administration since a long time and which had
now assumed a most Serious and chronic form,
served a great deal i to persuade the Biritish
Government to put at the head of the administration
an officer of the state thoroughly honest and familiar
with the administrative work rather than a big sardar
sufficiently powerful to do mischief and so sufficiently
disqualified for the position.

The internal administration of Gwalior was
more ot less persistently neglected after the death of
:he great Mahadaji Scindia. Daolat Rao, Mahadaji’s
iuccessor, was, as has been just said, an incapable ruler
wind fitted as little for improving the administration
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of the state as for controlling the unmanageably large
forces of Scindia. The terrible defeats which the
Gwalior army had to suffer from the English in the
great battles of Assaye, Laswari and Argam, had
well-nigh destroyed Scindia's military greatness, but
still there was sufficient vitality in the Scindia's
kingdom to withstand such disasters.

In the reign of his successor Jankoji Rao, the
army grew more dangerous to the peace and sound
administration of  Scindia’s  dominions. This
chief's short reign terminated on the 7th of
February 1843. The great Jayaji Rao Maharajah,
the greatest and the best of all those who came to
the Gadi after the demise of Mahadaji, ascended the
throne at the age of nine only. From 1842 to 1852,
the History of Gwalior is full of the intrigues and
feuds between the rival parties and the disappoint-
ment of the British Political Resident in restoring
peace and good administration in the vast dominions
of the Maharajah Scindia during the minority of this
Prince.

At this time there were two principal parties in
the state. One of them was headed by Mama Saheb
and the other was under the auspices of the famous
Dada Saheb Khasgiwale in whom the Mama Saheb
found a Tartar. The British Resident, aware of the
magnitude of the danger in case of an outbreak of civil
war, wrote to the Governor-General of all those dark
movements carried on by Khasgiwale and his foes.
The danger was really a serious one. Lord Ellen-
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borough followed a master-piece of policy in desiring
to settle amicably the Gwalior affairs. His advance
towards Gwalior was indeed with a noble purpose,
though unpleasant occurrences did take place notwith-
standing these precautions.

The British Government then came to the
conclusion that Dada Khasgiwale was at the root of
all the present disturbances and dissensions in the
dominions of Scindia and an obstinate enemy of all
peaceful prospect for the great state, No delay was
now allowed to bemade in securing the person of
the Khasgiwale, who was, after a great deal of ado,
sent to. the Governor-General’s camp. This step
was considered to ‘ensure the peace of Gwalior,
but the uncontrollable army of Scindia baffled all the
ianguine hopes of the Ranec (the Queen Regent) and
he Governor-General. In fact both the Ranee and the
Maharajah were quitc helpless and unprepared to
juiet the torrent of hostility which some of the power-
ul Sardars harboured - towards the well-intentioned
aterference of the Governor-General. Active prepara-
ions were begun for facing the British arms and the
nmanageable army of Scindia, confident of a certain
ictory, thought very lightly of the coming calamity.
n important and memorable battle took placé on the
8th of December, 1843. The Gwalior army sus-
iined two defeats,

The interview between Lord Ellenborough and
e Maharajah, delayed by these obstacles, came off
t the 30th December 1843 when his Lordship
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informed the Maharajah of the decision of the
British Government to keep the state in its integrity,
Gwalior was for the first time, subjected to the
influence of the subsidiary system. A treaty was for-
mally concluded on the 13th of January 1844. It
was agreed upon, among other important things, that
a council of Regency consisting of six members should
be appointed to carry on the administration with the
advice of the Resident in important matters: Sirdar
Ramrao Phalkay as President ; Sirdar Bhow Potnis,
Udaji Khatkay, Dec Rao Mama Jodhav, Raja
Balvant Rai, and Mulaji as Members.

It will, therefore, be easy to understand from
the foregoing paragraphs why and how Dinkar Rao,
who was undoubtedly the ablest and most honest man
of his time in Gwalior, became successful on account
of the existence in the state of rival parties, who were
every now and then ready to fly at each other’s
throat, and thus proved the source of much unneces-
sary bioodshed and unmitigated suffering to the rayat
at large. As we will see later on, Dinkar Rao des-
troyed the possibility of a recurrence of these open as
well as subterranean dangers at the risk of great
trouble and much unpopularity.

The Council of Regency Wwere dragging on
a futile existence, when the last vestige of vitality
passed away in the person of Sardar Ram Rao
Phalkay. Once more there was a reversion to the
old and chaotic state of things, Again there was.
a very intricate question before the Durbar and the
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Resident accredited to the Court of Scindia. Colonel
Malcolm was equal to the occasion, He had the cour-
age of his conviction and was a man who could not
but do everthing to place the Gwalior administration
inas good a condition as it lay in his power to do. The
consideration of a capable successor, who would.
introduce a good administrative system into the state,
now claimed the attention of the Durbar and the
Resident,
Sir Richmond was long ago raised to the post of
A. G. GG. for C. I, and had left.a very high opinion
on record about ' Dinkar Rao’s; enlightened and.
large-minded views, his honesty and administrative
capacity of which there was a living proof in the
District of Tawarghar. His successor at Gwalior,
Colonel Malcolm, bore even a higher testimony
to Dinkar Rac’s ability.  Consequently, there
remained no doubt as to the choice of a capable
Dewan.
HIS. DEWANSHIP
A grand Durbar was held at Gwalior early
n the spring of 1852,  Prior to this, Dinkar Rao
vas summoned from Ambah by Colonel Malcolm
vith the cordial approval of Sir  Richmond
‘hakespeare, In the presence of all the Durbarees.
nd Sirdars, Colonel Malcolm intimated to the
ssembly the determination of the British Govern-
ent to appoint Dinkar Rao as Dewan of Gwalior.
ewan Dinkar Rao, soon after the assumption
the high office, embarked upon the onerous task
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of introducing a systematic and happy civil
administration into the state.

The difficulties that beset the path of Dinkar
Rao in the administration of the state were of a very
severe nature, There were stubborn enemies—oOpen
and secret. The Maharajah was a minor. The
Sardars were powerful and generally opposed to any
curtailment of the tortuous absolutism they enjoyed.
The official circle was permeated with a self seeking
tendency and any the least encroachment on their
power was tantamoust to courting a serious danger,
There were, to all intents and purposes, no well-
founded laws and so a systematic administration was
conspicuous by its absence. Men too, who could be
trained to the new order of things, were to be found
with difficulty in the state. Much less could then the
new system which the Dewan was to introduce be
understood and appreciated or supported by the exis-
ting batch of officers. The greatest difficulty, however,
lay not in the incompetency but in the intentional
and systematic attempts of the Gwalior Officialdom
to hinder the Dewan in any reforms he might think
of introducing. Of these adverse circumstances the
Dewan was not unaware. He foresaw such difficul-
‘ties but they served only to enhance his determination
‘to pursue his task.

REFORMS IN THE REVENUE ADMINISTRATION

The Dewan directed his attention first to the
Revenue Department with great zcal. He brought
about radical changes in the whole Department. The
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whole state was divided into three divisions, Malwa,
Esagar and Gwalior, for administrative purposes.
Each division he placed under a Sir Soobha (Commis.
sioner). Under him were Soobhas or Collectors of
Districts (zillas.) FEach Soobha had under him the
Kamasdars (Tahsildars or Mamlatdars) and Naib
Soobhas and so on. A Revenue Code was prepared
for the guidance of the Revenue officers and work
was enjoined to be carried on strictly in accordance
with the rules and regulations contained therein,

The Districts (the zillas,) upto this time, were
given to ljardars (Farmers of Revenue) for a fixed
sum to be annually paid by the Ijardars to the Durbar,
The new Dewan destroyed this pernicious system,
root and branch, and introduced a more or
less Ryatwari system. Leases were distributed to
the Rayat, fixing the amount of assessment they were
to pay to the state, and the period for which these
Jeases were to continne was a long one, say, from 25
to 30 years,

JUDICIAL REFORMS

The regular Judicial administration of the state,.
like the Revenue, owes its existence to this Dewan,
The Sudder Adalut at Gwalior began its systematic
work under his auspices. The Chief Justice or the
Judge of the Sudder Adalut, the Naib Sir Soobha
‘oujdari, and the Naib Sir Soobha Dewani, Naib

;oobhas Foujdari and Dewani, and the Munsifs had
reir respective duties clearly defined, and for their
sidance there were rules and regulations embodied
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in a Judicial Code. The salaries of the Judicial
-officers were as liberal as those of the Revenue
officers. One great flaw, however, remained in this
-gystem-—perhaps unconsciously, The language of the
Courts, which ought to have been either Hindi or
Marathi, was allowed to be Urdu. This is the only
fault we have to find with the otherwise laudable
Judicial system, which came into existence in this
great Dewan's happy regime.
OTHER 'REFORMS

Schools were, founded at his instance in every
important town in the Maharajah’s dominions.

With a view to ensure the security of property
andto suppress crime, an efficient Police Depart-
ment was created. Gangs of robbers and Thugs,
who infested the trunk roads, were brought to book.
Dacoity was thus suppressed. At that time there
were no railways and mails were carried by runners,
Sometimes it so hapreend that these runners were
attacked and the ma ed. But the system of road-
.chowkies put a sto to these pernicious inroads on
the mails and the runners.

All servants of the state received their pay
regularly—a reform very praiseworthy and tending
greatly to official purity and a conscientious discharge
of official duties. He resolved to bring the prevailing
extravagance under control. His chief object was to
make the expenditure consistent with the income of
‘the state. He effected this by reducing wholesale the
scale of expenditure and with a praisewarthy spirit of
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airness reduced his own salary to Rupees 2,000,
hough the Dewan usually received more than double
hat amount.

Thus in less than five years Dinkar Rao had
changed the whole aspect of affairs. It was a change
from a violent misrule to a reformed and enlightened
regime of peace and order. The whole country was
settled amidst the beginning of an era of peace and
prosperity. The greatest boon, Dewan Dinkar Rao
.conferred, was on the class of cultivators and the
Zamindars. For, none were so mu «d, none
suffered so severcly duoring the p administra-
tions as did the Gwalior peasants.

In the beginning of the year 185% an event,
which was then considered to be of great political
significance took place, via, the visit of Maharajah
Scindia to Calcutfa in company with the Resident
Majoc Macpherson.  Maharajah Jayaji Rao left
Calcutta exceedingly pleased with the hearty and
generous hospitality of the kindhearted Lord Canning.
A close intimacy cxisted bctween the Maharajah
and Lord Canning throughout the incumbency of the
latter, and it was only owing to this fact coupled
with the influence of Dewan Sir Dinkar Rao, that
Scindia remained steadfastly loyal to the British rule
in India in the fateful year 1857-58.

THE GREAT INDIAN MUTINY

The name of Dewan Dinkar Rao is so insepar-
ably connected with the Indian Rebellion or
Mutiny of 1857, that we must notice that most
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important and terrible event in some detail. The
reasons for our doing this are various. Gwalior,
under the control of the Dewan, played the most
conspicuous part in the Rebellion. Every one of the
Historians of the Sepoys’ Revolt is certainly of
opinion that had Dinkar Rao and his master, the
young Maharajah Scindia, been less zealous in the
opportune help they rendered to the Government, the
British Indian Empire would have had to face almost
insurmountable dangers and difficultics. No state
in India such an excellent army as Gwalior
did. It occuples also a very advantageous strategical
position, Its power of doing mischief as well as
good was inexhaustible.  Under a bad man, Gwalior
would have become dangerous to itself and the whole
of the British Indian Empire. There was another
element of danger in the heart of this great state.
The memories of Maharajahpore and Panhyar were
not yet extinct. Therc was yet a party in the
state hostile to the growth of the power of the
English.

Sir John Kaye the historian of the Sepoy Revols
has to say as follows:

A man of Maharajah Jayaji Rao's character, if he had
fallen into bad'hands, might have beem dangerous to himaelf
and to others. Fortunately, however, he fell into good handa—
hands that genily but firmly restrained the restiessness of
his nature. At the moat critical period of hia lifs, he had
Dinkar Rao at hisa elbow. That great native statesman who
had shared with S8alar Jung of Hyderabad, the glory of
being the Abul ¥azal of the nineteenth gentury, and from
whom the best of our English adminisirators have learnt
many lessons of wisdom, exercised a benign influence not only



Page 64.

RAJA SIR DINKAR RAO



RAJA SIR DINKAR RAO 65

over the Grovernment of ‘the Gwalior territory which he
reformed and oconsolidated, but over the personal oharacter
of Maharajah Scindia himself,

The great Rebellion of which so much had
been said and in which Jayaji Rao and Dinkar
Rao took such a conspicuously loyal part first broke
out at Meerut and spread like wild fire into the
remotest parts of India. The Lieutenant.Governor
of the North-Western Provinces and Oudh, which
were the centre of the calamity and the rallying
place of all the disaffccted but brave soldiers, had to
bear the brunt of the whole action. Mr. Colvin
was in imminent danger. Maharajah Jayaji Rao
and Dinkar Rao, on hearing of Mr. Colvin’s dis.
tress, at once sent the fine body-guard of Scindia
to the assistance of the Lieutenant-Governor at Agra,
Jayaji Rao and Dinkar Rao  also succeeded by
various artifices inretaining in a state of inaction
the over-whelming number of soldiers, now quite
ready and impatient to join the ranks and thus to
augment the strength of the mutineers whose power
had already become very formidable. It was at this
time that both the Maharajah and the Dewan were
able to save the several hundreds of British, soldiers
and officers and their families who found little or no
shelter in the British territory adjoining the Gwalior
dominions. Several officers and ladies were
concealed in the cellars of the Palace of His Highness
and their lives were kept secure from the danger of
" the revengeful gaze of the wild mutineers. Gwalior is
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therefore called ** The Friendly Haven " to which
helpless British officers and ladies came running
with sanguine hopes of shelter throughout the conti-
nuance of the Rebellion.

The Peshwa's hopes of receiving Scindia’s
aid proved false. Jayaji Rao, to whom the
Rao Saheb and the Rani of Jhansi had .address-
ed a friendly letter requesting his aid against the
English, defied them and declared his intention
of fighting the rebels. They both attacked Gwalior.
The victory of the Peshwa's army was com-
plete and Gwalior lay at the mercy of the victors,
This important event took place on the 1st of
June 1858. The Peshwa Rao Saheb and the Rani
entered Gwalior with all the pomp and circumstance
of a victory whereupon the Peshwa was formally
crowned king of the state, and several Durbars were
held for conferring rewards on many a favourite,

The Gwalior Contingent Force broke out into
open rebellion on the 14th of June 1857. Their
spirits were greatly raised by the exaggerated reports
of successes and victories in the North and West of
Gwalior. The Resident, Major Macpherson, being
in great.danger, hastened to consult Maharajah Jayaji
Rao and Dinkar Rao with regard to the safety of the
European families at Gwalior and Morar. Major
Macpherson and Sir Dinkar Rao arrived at the con-
clusion, to which the Maharajah gave consent, that
unless the European ladies and children were carried
to the Agra fort, their complete safety was an. im-
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possibility. At last the Major left Gwalior in company
with the ladies and children and attended by a strong
escort supplied by the Maharajah Scindia.

The brave but misguided mutineers.thought that
the British power would suffer irretrievably owing to
the withdrawal of the Resident to Agra. They further
beguiled themselves by the vain hopes that the Scindia
may now be persuaded to support the cause of the
mutineers. The political Agent had full influence
over Scindia’s Dewan ot Prime Minister, the celebra.
ted Dinkar Rao. The Minister in his turn influenced
his master and thus Major Macpherson from the
interior of the fort at Agra, ruled the course of events
at the court of Gwalior.

We had left the Peshwa and the Rani of Jha.nsx
in the full enjoyment  of their victory over the
Gwalior forces. The Maharajah had already fled to
Agra where Dinkar Rao, after providing for the
safety of Baizabai and the Ranees, joined his master
at no distant date. Sir Hugh Rose had been ordered
to take Gwalior and re-seat the Maharajah on his
ancestral throne. In pursuance of these instructions,
the illustrious Geueral Sic ugh Rose’s army arrived
at Gwalior on the 17th of June 1858. An engage-
ment soon took place between the forces of the
British General and those of the Peshwa, :The Rani
of Jhansi met with a heroic death, and her body was
burnt with great pomp and splendour, The forces of
the rebels were completely routed and the Peshwa,
overwhelmed with grief caused by the Rani’s - dedth,
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left Gwalior, despairing and disheartened. On the
2oth of June 1858, 19 days after the flight of the
Maharajah from Gwalior, Jayaji Rao was again
placed on the throne of his forefathers. The distur-
bance was fully quelled at Gwalior, and General Sir
Hugh Rose restored order in the capital of Scindia.
A new treaty consisting of ten articles was made
by the Maharajah with the British Government and
it was formally ratified by the Governor-General Lord
Canning at Benares on the 12th of December 1860.
With regard to the part played by Scindia and
Dinkar Rao in the mutiny, Colonel Malleson, c.s.L.,
author of the * Indian Mutiny," and of ¢ The Native
Princes and their States’ etc. bears the following
testimony : ** Had the ablest member of the Council of
India been at his ears, he could not have inspired
him with counsels more calculated to prove beneficial
to the British cause than those which he (Jayaji Rao)
and his minister Dinkar Rao with the instinct of truly
loyal nature, followed of their own free will.”
‘ BRITISH GRATITUDE TO SCINDIA
. -~ Henceforth the Gwalior Durbar had not much
to do with the mutiny. At least they had no direct
connection with the transactions connected with it
after the re-installation of the Maharajah on the 1gth
of June 1858, though the final overthrow of the
mutinous chiefs and soldiers had not been accomplished
for a long time after that date. When the rebellion
had been completely quelled and order was restored
jn the disaffected districts, Lord Canning left Calcutta
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for a grand tour with the object of inspiring still
greater confidence in the minds of the Native Sover-
eigns and securing their complete good-will, which
had been of so invaluable service in the disastrous
times, In the Grand Durbar held on the 3oth of
November 1859, His Excellency took advantage of
the opportunity by expressing on behalf of the
Sovereign, his warmest feelings of gratitude to the
Maharajah Scindia for the beneficial measures adop-
ted by His Highness for saving the British Empire in
India, as well as for His Highness’s kindness and
hospitality to the helpless ladies and officers, who had
flocked for shelter to his palace. Later on, His
Excellency enumerated in the conrse of his speech all
the good services rendered by the Gwalior Durbar
to the British Government in its hour of great peril,
and at the conclusion of the memorable Viceregal
oration, informed the Maharajah that in grateful
recognition of these brilliant services, the British
Government was pleased ' to confer on His Highness
a territorial reward worth about three lakhs of
rupees per annum. The right of adoption was also
received by His Highness along with all the Indian
Princes. The Gwalior Infantry was allowed to be
increased from three to five thousand soldiers..
His Excellency bestowed an appropriate meed of
panegyric on the illustrious statesman Rajah-
Dinkar Rao, who not only had helped the British-
Government in saving their Empire but had
saved Gwalior from the greatest danger that could
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ever befall it. In recognition of the eminent services
performed in 1857, His Excellency conferred on the.
worthy Dewan a Jhageer of 5,000 rupees per
annum. This reward is certainly but a meagre
recognition of the Dewan's valuable exertions. The
Maharajah, however, made up the insufficiency of the
reward by conferring on the Dewan a splendid Jha-
geer, yielding a net rcvenue of 60,000 rupees a year,
HIS RESIGNATION ‘

It is not to be supposed that the action of
the Dewan could be left unchallenged. Already
a *“ microscopic minority” now almost extinct had
poured forth a torrent of sharp vituperation on
the conduct of Maharajah Jayaji Rao Scindia and
Rajah’ Sir Dinkar Rao during the Mutiny. They.
believed that a very suitable opportunity had arrived
in 1857 for asserting independence and founding a
native rule in India, and they condemned Jayaji
Rao and Dinkar Rao. No reasonable and farsighted
man can say that the Maharajah and his able Minister
erred in any way. The path that they pursued, as
we have-already pointed out was thoroughly frec from
reproach. There was, however, only one plan
which would have been of great utility in avoiding
the terrible bloodshed that took place and in ensuring
the peace and safety of the North Indian Provinces
at less cost as well as in silencing the clamours of the
discontented parties. These men painted Dinkar Rao
in as black a colour as they could. For a long time
these sinister attempts. were not attended to.. But the
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greater the disregard of the Maharajah to these men's
counsels, the stronger became their determination to
devise new methods for destroying the Minister’s influ-
ence. Every art was used. The Maharajah, a proud
Mahratta Prince in the prime of his youth, was
even told to his face that the Dewan was the real
master and the Maharajah a mere puppet in his
hands. These frequent attempts, repeated every
now and then and by every possible means, began
ultimately to gain ground,  The Maharajah endea-
voured to check the minister’s powers unreasonably
or to put other harassing conditions upon the perform-
ance of his official duties. For some time such a
state of tension continued between the august master’
and the honest minister. At last, however, the crisis
came, The misunderstanding between the Maha-
rajah and the Dewan deepened day by day, and at
last the latter openly spoke of rcsigning. Often the
Resident would interferein the matter and bring
about a reconciliation, for the Resident well knew
that the state required the guiding hand of sucha
Minister for a time at least, But the poison, poured
into the Maharajah's ears, was such as to be above
all cure. In high wrath His Highness left Gwalior
for Sipri, 30 kos from the capital, saying “Either-
Dinkar Rao or I would rule in Gwalior,” The
Dewan at once proceeded to the Maharajah’s camp, -
Though His Highness was in high wrath, the Dewan
ushered himself into the royal presence and tendered
the resignation of his office, enhancing the effect of
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such a timely and well-suited action by an opportune
speech of a few sentences, couched in the most
appropriate terms. The Maharajah was a little.
appeased. His Highness even went to the length of
saying that such a hasty resignation was not required.
But the Dewan’s mind was made up. His decision
was the outcome of deep thought, and onre made up it
Was never to be withdrawn. After presenting his
resignation, the Dewan returned to Gwalior and
related to the Resident the account of his trip and
the details of his resignation.

The great Jayaji Rao ever afterwards entertained
a sincere regard for his faithful Dewan whose services
he frequently utilised in effecting the settlement of in-
tricate questions connected with his State, The Dewan
whose fame had already spread far and wide, was at
no distant date prevailed upon in spite of himself, to
tender his weighty advice in a more exalted position
of public utility in the Supreme Council at Calcutta.

IN THE SUPREME COUNCIL

Lord Canning who knew perfectly well the high
value of Sir Dinkar Rao as an administrator, was
sorry to hear of the Dewan’s undeserved trcatment
and could not allow the great Dewan to remain with
out any public appreciation of his great talents. He
therefore, offered him a seat in the Supreme Council,
an honour then enjoyed only by ruling sovereigns.
Rao Rajah Dinkar Rao took his seat in the Supreme
Council along with the Maharajah ot Patiala and
Maharajah Deo Narayan Sing of Benares in 1862,
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We would only briefly show the amount and nature
of the work performed by the Rao Rajah in the Council
at Calcutta. As a well-wisher and friend of the Indian
Princes, he had to undertake the supervision and
reconstruction of the administrative machineries of
several important Native States. He was known all
over India as an eminent administrator and his fame
as such compelled him to yield to the urgent pressure
Which was brought to bear on him by the Maharajahs
of Dewas, Rewah and Dholepore, in whose affairs
hehad to interfere.  The urgent appeals of these
Maharajahs were more or less seconded by those of
the political officers accredited to their courts, and to
shirk from such a doty would have been improper,
at least against the etiquette which prevails in the

aristocratic circle in India,
SIR DINKAR RAO IN DHOLEPORE

The first Prince who solicited Dinkar Rao’s aid in
reforming his state affairs was the Rana of Dholepore,
-a small bat very important principality, which has an
historical interest worthy of a cursory notice at least.
In 1857 Bhagvant Sing rendered good services
to the English and saved the lives of several Euro-
pean officers and ladies, His Dewan Deoraj Hansa
gave him much trouble. The Dewan attempted in
1862 even to depose Rana Bhagvant Sing, and for
this treachery the Rana placed him in custody.
There was thus a great deal of disorder and intrigue
in the state on account of the refractory spirit of
Dewan Deoraj Hansa.
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Rao Rajah Dinkar Rao was then appointed with
the cordial approval of the Government of India as:
Superintendent of the Dholepore State, A Superin-
tendent is generally like a special Political Agent for
the state with full powers of administration. The
first duty of a minister is to place the finances of a
State on a sound basis as well as to improve the
Judiciary.  Reform, therefore, in this direction,
was undertaken. Other branches of the adminis-
tration were also attended to. Intrigues and.
plots were put down with a strong hand, and.
the partisans of Dewan Deoraj Hansa prevented
absolutely from working any further mischief and.
chaos.

SIR DINKAR AND THE REWA STATE

Before the expiry of a long interval, this veteran-
administrator was requested by another and a more
important State for the amelioration of the deplorable
condition of its affairs.  Rewa was in chaos and
Dinkar Rao was prevailed upon to go there. On assu-
ming the reins of the Rewah Government, he directed
his attention to the reform in the Revenue department.
The assessment Was made with generosity and justice.
The amount of dues to be paid by the Zamindar to
the State was fixed for a settled period and the
pesantry was distinctly told that they were to pay
not a farthing more than the amount specified
in the pattas (leases). Much of the system of ad-
ministration introduced in the Raj resembled that
introduced in Gwalior a few years: before, and the
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Iaws und regulations were more or less the same as
contained in the famous Dastur-ul-Umal,

The total revenues of the State amounted to
about twenty lakhs. Half of this was portioned out
to the Bhayyats, the kinsmen to the Mabarajah and
the noblemen. The other half was then utilised for
purposes of the State. About two lakhs of this were
absorbed by the civil administration; the palace
received three lakhs: four lakhs were to be disbursed
on thestate army and-one lakh was to be kept as
reserve fund in the State exchequer.

HIS SERVICES TO BARODA STATE

We now pass on to consider Sir Dinkar's
connection with Baroda. In 1863 Malhar Rao
Maharajah had, it is alleged, attempted to poison
his elder brother, the ruling Gackwad Khandeo Rao
Maharajah, who, coming to know somehow of the
criminal intention, placed Malbar Rao in custody at
Padra. After the death of Khandeo Rao, the British
Political Resident, accredited to the Baroda Durbar,
released Malhar Rae and placed him on the Gaekwar
Musnad. This Prince had little or no aptitude for
turning out a good ruler. Although there must be
some exaggeration in the reports spread about
Malhar Rao, it is recognised on all hands that
Malhar Rao was a lewd Prince of no competency.
Sir Lewis Pelly issued a proclamation announ-
cing that there existed a strong suspicion about
Malhar Rao Maharajah’s attempt to poison Colonel
Phayre, that the charge would be gone into before a



76 INDIAN STATESMEN -

High Commission and that the Mahratta rule would
be continued in Baroda irrespective of the result of
the enquiry. This was followed by another pro-
clamation, setting forth the charges on which the
enquiry was to proceed. The High Commission,
which was appointed to conduct the enquiry, con-
sisted of the following members, all men of note
and mark and eminently fitted by their august posi-
tion to try an august criminal.

(1) Sir Richard - Couch, Kt Chief Justice

of the Bengal Presidency.

(2) His Highness Maharajah Jayaji Rao

Scindia, G. C. S. 1., G.C.B,C. L. E.

(3) H. H. Maharajah Sawai Ransingji of

Jeypore.

(4) Rajah Sir Dinkar Rao, K. C. S. I.

(5) General Sir Richard Meade, K.C.S.1.

(6) Mr. Melville, Bengal Civil Service.

Mr. Jardine of Bombay served as secre.
tary of this Commission.

The Commission began its business on the
23rd of February 1875 in a magnificent building in
the Residency. The accused Prince was provided
with a seat on the dais and he watched the proceed-
ings, with' a mournful gravity. It may well be con-
jectured that the Rao Rajah Dinkar Rao was
especially active throughout the course of the
enquiry ; for he was well acquainted with judicial
proceedings and consequently took every trouble to
-consult law, equity, experience and common sense, all
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of which had to be brought to bear on such a novel
enquiry.

To Sir Dinkar Rao is due, we believe, the credit
of having saved the Prince from the charge of a hein-
ous crime. Though Malhar Rao was weak, he was
not, it is alleged, wicked nor had he made for himself
a great name for wanton cruelty., Yet the Prince's
danger was not gone, A proclamation announced to the
whole of India that Malhar Rao was to be deposed
for misrule (on the 19th of April) and deported to
Madras by a special train where the unfortunate
Gaekwar died on the 2oth of July 1882,

FURTHER HONOURS

Honours naturally came thick on Sir Dinkar
Rao. In 1875 H. R. H. The Prince of Wales paid
a prolonged visit to India. It was at Agra that
H. R. H. received Sir Dinkar Rao with every
mark of courtesy and kindness. The interview
between the Prince and Sir Dinkar Rao lasted for a
long time and H. R. H. showed to the Veteran
Minister every mark of royal appreciation of the
eminent statesman’s conspicuous services to the
Indian Empire. The Prince of Wales presented a
large book, Louis Rouselet’s ¢ Indian Princes’ with
the following inscription on it,—* To His Excellency
Rajah Sir Dinkar Rao with the kind regards of
Albert Edward.” :

The Imperial assemblage at Delhi took place
in the cold season of 1877. On such an occasion
Sir Dinkar Rao, it need scarcely be mentioned,
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was duly invited. Rao Rajah Dinkar Rao received
the great title of Musheer-i-Khas Bahadur as a
personal distinction, though afterwards this title was
made hereditary along with that of Rao Rajah
during the regime of Lord Ripon.

MORE SERVICES TO SCINDIA

Maharajah Jayaji Rao Scindia had adopted
a child in 1865 and named him Ranoji Rao.
This child turned out very mischievous and signa-
lised his short-lived career as heir-apparent of the
‘Gwalior Raj by taking part in plots and intrigues
against his sovereign and father, Maharajah Jayaji
Rao. Sir Dinkar Rao’s services were availed of by
the Maharajah and the adoption was cancelled after
a great deal of trouble, mental as well as physical,
This event proves conclusively that the Maharajah
had every confidence in his late Minister. ‘The joy
of Maharajah Jayaji Rao was unbounded when
H. H. saw that the adoption was cancelled by the
Government of India.

The rendition of the Gwalior fort took place in
1885. But long before this, since the visit of
the Prince of Wales in 1876 or even a little earlier,
the Maharajah had expressed a strong desire to get
back the Fortress at any cost. Sir Dinkar Rao was
entrusted with the task of having this ambition
fulfilled, Through the aid of this illustrious states-
man as Wwell as the unswering loyalty of the
‘Gwalior State, this desire of the Maharajah was duly
fulfilled during the Viceroyalty of Lord Dufferin who
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visited Gwalior in 1885, and personally told H. H.
that the Government of India were glad to meet
with the wishes of the Gwalior Durbar in this respect.

The last appearance of Sir Dinkar Rao in
‘Gwalior was in the December of 1894, when H. H.
Madho Rao Saheb Scindia was invested with powers
of administering the State. Sir Dinkar Rao was
given a special seat of honour in the grand Durbar
held on that auspicious occasion, Now and again the
British Government also honoured him with special
‘marks of appreciation,  Thus his last days were spent
amidst the peace of his home surrounded by his two
sons (who also rose to distinction in the service of
Gwalior) and a large host of relatives, Wealth and
fame were his and the love and respect of a whole
generation of his countrymen.  On the 2nd January
18g6 in his 77th year, Sir Dinkar Rao died peaceful
ly in his residence at Allahabad,

HIS CHARACTER

Sir Dinkar Rao was the last of that illustrious
trio, which has been so prominently identified with
having saved the British Empire in India. Maha-
rajah Sir Jang Bahadur c.C.51, 6.C.B,, and Nawab
Sir Salar Jang, G.C.S.I., had long ago joined the majo-
rity. Dinkar Rao’s uncommon industry and irre-
proachable honesty of which we have already spoken
in detail, were the main causes of his coming to the
top of the service and we must also add that it was in
no small measure due to Sir Richmond Shakespeare’s
unerring judgment of Sir Dinkar'scharacter and ability,
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And Sir Dinkar fully deserved the choice.
Dinkar Rao’s public conduct was spotless; his
private life was saintly. He was a man who
heartily loved reticence. His lofty gravity was
never marred by a free use of the organ of speech.
But his words always carried a meaning with them,
In fact his reticence had become proverbial. But his
speech was always charming, animated, full of mean-
ing and gravity. A low joke or an unworthy word never
came out of his lips. He was possessed of exceedingly
polished, courtly and dignified ‘manners. His very
appearance showed that he was a man not belonging
to the ordinary run of humanity. He always
carried with him that justifiable and truly becoming
sense of his august position, and his striking
personality always commanded awe and reverence.

Dinkar Rao wielded a boundless influence with
the Government of India and the Indian Princes.
There were only two other Premiers, Maharajah
Jang Bahadur and: Sir Salar Jang that enjoyed
such a position, along with Sir Dinkar Rao. But
even to these two great men Sir Dinkar Rao was
superior in one respect at least. In intellectual attain-
‘ments and administrative ability, Dinkar Rao outshone
Maharajah Jang Bahadur and Sir Salar Jang, though
of course in all other respects, these three great
Premiers were equal.
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DEWAN RANGACHARLU



Bewan MRangacharlu

INTRODUCTORY

(YNEWAN RANGACHARLU was among the fore-

runners of a new age,—the age of nationalism
and self- government, It was some three years after
his death that the Indian National Congress met for
the first time. It was many months after the Mysore
Representative Assembly- was started that Lord
Ripon’s Government introduced their famous measure
of local autonomy. His was the age of W. C.
Bonnerjee and Dadabhai Naoroji, the political re-
formers; of K. T. Telang and M. G. Ranade, the
religious and social reformers; of Dwarakanath
Mitter and Badruddin = Tyabji, the jurists; of
Rajendra Lal Mitra and Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar,
the scholars; and last, but not least, of Sir T,
Madhava Rao and Sir Salar Jung, the saviours of
Indian States,—all the first fruits, so to say, of
Western culture in India. More or less contempor-
aneous with him beyond the seas were Bright and
Gladstone, Lincoln and Mazzini, Mill and Tennyson.
The great Liberal principles of which these giant-
figures were the exponents in the West found their
political expression here in India in Rangacharly,
and his compatriots,

" * Largely drawn and revised, from his sketch of the Life
of Dewan Rangacharlu, by Mr. D, V, GUNDAPPA, Editor of
the Karnataka, Bangalore City,
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EARLY LIFE

A man of the people in origin as well as in
temperament was Cettipaniam Veeravalli Rangacharlu,
He was born in 1831,~—the year in which the British
took possession of Mysore, after deposing the Maharaja,
—in a village in the Chingleput District, Madras
Presidency; and if intelligent and respectable parent-
age is a fortune, he was indeed fortunate. His father
Ragavacharlu, a Sri Vaishnava Brahmin of the
middle class, was a clerk in the Collectorate of that
district. Among his close connections who won
distinction in life 'may be mentioned the late Mr.
Vembakkam Rama Iyengar and Sir V. Bhashayam
Iyengar. His father was keenly alive to the benefits
of English education and was therefore anxious to
send him to Madras; but his income being modest,
his ambition seemed almost impossible of attainment
until, by the death of arelative, he got, it is said, a
considerable sum of money; and Rangacharlu secured,
besides, the patronage of Mr, Raghavachariar, the
first Indian Magistrate in Madras. Rangacharlu’s
youth was marked by an unusual degree of preco-
ciousness. He was diligent in his studies, and disting-
uished in his class and was the pet of his teachers, He
came under the influence of Mr. E. B, Powell, one of
the pioneers of modern education in Southern India,
who had awarded him a scholarship ; and he took the
Certificate of Proficiency in 1849. Mr. Powell always
took care to inspire his pupils with a high sense of
their patriotic duties :
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,Let each educated Native, then, regard himwself as a
teacher, either directly or indirectly, of his less fortunate
countrymen. As he meets with success in hik path of lifs, and
his sphere of influence consequently widens, let- him exert him-
telf the more strenuously to sscure to otherd the advantages
which have placed him in the position he eccupies,

This injunction was never lost upon Rangacharlu,
At a public meeting held in Madras in 1875 to
o honour to his retiring master, he owned that

. the beat effects of his mode of training and the high stand-
ird of duty which he set up before the eyes of his pupils are
risible in the marked success which attended the career of his
tudents who now occupy the foremost ranka in every depart-
pent of the public service and some of whom fill the highest
blic positions, commending themselves to approval, less pep-
aps by their ability than by their honeat devotion to their
uty. ‘. s I'have now only to add that these most
seful labours commencing with the firat efforts ever made tn
romote the intellectual advancement of the people by means
f liberal Knglish Education, and continued without interrup-
ion over the long period of a quarter of a century have enabled
tm to effect a great national change, and thus entitled him to
he position of a great national benefactor. He may be maid to
ave formed the moral character and intellectual aspirations of

whole generation of men, and to have thus placed the future
dvancement of the people on a footing of certainty and
rogress.

AS REVENUE ADMINISTRATOR

Education being over, he successfully passed the
ublic Service Examination and took up service as a
erk under Mr. Ellis, Collector of Madras. After some
me, he was transferred to Chingleput and then to
alem. Experience in the lower ranks of office gave
m a deep insight into all the details of revenue
Iministration; and the corrupt practices prevalent
erein excited his moral indignation. As a result
me out, in 1856, that bold and outspoken paper
On Bribery " which might well be taken as the firdt
anifestation of his popular fibre  and popular
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sympathies. Among those whom it attacked were, it
appears, some of his own kith and kin; and every
page of it bears testimony to his deep-seated
suspicion of redetapism. It pointed to (1) the
inadequate pay of the native servants, (2) the
insufficiency of the superior educated and ‘moral
agency, (3) the imperfections of the revenue system,
and (4) errors of the administrative officers, as the
causes of official malpractices and also suggested some
remedial measures. It putforward a plea for the
formation of popular assemblies in all important
towns and for the starting of a * native paper " to
vaice forth public opinion, disseminate correct notions
regarding the nature of the British Government and
check the irregularities of public servants. The
pamphlet was at first intended for private circulation,
but was after two years given to the public, under the
pseudonym of “A Native Revenue Officer,” at the
instance of “ a gentleman who is deeply interested in
the intellectual, moral and social improvement of the
native inhabitants,”—probably Mr, N. G. Taylor.
From Salem he was sent to Saidapet as Tasildhar
and from there to Nellore as District Sheristadar, In
1859 Mr. Taylor, President of the Inam Commission
and afterwards of the Railway Commission, selected
Rangacharlu as his Special Assistant. . In this capa-
city, he crossed the sea on an official journey to
Calcutta, along with Mr., Taylor, laying aside the
objections cf his relatives and co-religionists. This
sign of a mind emancipated from superstitious homage
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to blind custom created no small stir in orthodox
circles at the time. His * excellent judgment ”* and
* wonderful capacity ” were of great service to Mr.
Taylor ; and when the latter became, later on, a member
of the Viceroy’s Council from Madras, he used to con-
sult his old colleague on all points of importance
and quote his opinions in the debates. ‘

VILLAGE RE-ORGANIZATION

A great deal is said nowadays about village
we-construction, though littlehas been accomplished yet
in that direction. Rangacharlu, when he was Special
Assistant Inam Commissioner in Madras, drafted a
scheme of Village Panchayats which is admirably
adapted for the moral and material advancement of
village communities even to-day. The constitution of
the Village Municipal Corporation according to his
scheme adumbrated in his memorandum of 1860 is as
follows:

Every village shall have, according to the size, from 3 to 7.
-or more headmen who shall form its Municipal Corporation.
They shall be appointed by the slection of the landholders above
& certain grade. But where there are considerable numbers of
other tradesmen, such as weavers, or of Psiyakari cultivators
with large and distinot interests in the village, they shall be
allowed the election of one of the headmen. The election is to
take place periodically oncein 5 or 7 years in the presence of
the Collector, or his deputies, during the Jamabandy Settlement,
wvacancies alone being filled up in the interval. The headmen,
s0 elected, shall propose for the approval and confirmation of
the Collector—one of their number to be their chief or Muusiff.

Rangacharlu was fully aware of the wants and
weaknesses of village communities. He recognized
that * the tendency of the administration is to split up
communities and to destroy all social distinctions
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save that of the official class. The consequence is-
that public opinion ceases to exercise any influence as-
an incentive to good behaviour. The people ‘are in-
capable of any ' movement for social good, while:
numerous petty and uncontrolled authorities become
focuses of litigation and corruption. Rangacharlu held:
that: o n

The surest remedy to these various evils is the revival of
the village municipalities, who, as they are matured, will
gradually relievée Government of many minor duties which it
cannot profitably undertake; and maintain their interests
against official oppression, more effectually, than a distant
authority. Society itself will be brought into a healthy working
order. A new field of distinction, honour, and influence will be
open to men becoming good and esteemed members of society.
Their example and influence will exercise a beneficial effect
upon their neighbours. Evil propensities will find a check in
public opinion, and injured parties will at once appeal to the
sympathy of their fellow-villagers. The energies of Government
offi ters will not be wasted in traciog out truth, nor will the
morals of ithe -people suffer by attempts to conceal it, in every
petty concern of life. Social improvements and public works of
utility can be undertaken with facility by the recognized leading
men of the community instead of looking to Government for:
everything; and officers of (Government interested in theae
matters will know where to work, and whom to persnade and
advice. A new school for official training will be ovened, in
which the principal members of the village commuaities, can
enter without quitting their own avocaiions, or degrading or
demoralizing themaelves, and an official class with landed inte-
rests in the country and with a well-tested reputation for rav-
pectability and good conduct amongst the people will become-
available for the higher revenue and judicial offices, while to
men retiring from public life, the village offices will open an
honourable and agreeable position, in whichk they can spread
blessings of peace amongst their fellow-men.

In 1864, Rangacharlu was appointed the Deputy .
Collector of Treasury at Calicut.
MYSORE IN TRANSITION
Tt will be remembered that in 1831 Maharaja
Sri Krishnaraja Wodayar Bahadur III, G.c.s.1.
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of Mysore was dethroned on account of alleged
maladministration. But the stout-hearted Maharaja
pleaded * not guilty,” and kept on petitioning and
vigorously agitating through an expensive agency in
England, for 36 long and weary years, in order to
redeem himself from the unwarranted dishonour
and be restored to his rightful position. At last in a
Despatch dated the 16th April 1867, the Secretary of

State communicated to the Government of India that

Her Majesty desires to maintain that (the Maharaja’s)
family on the throne in the person of His Highneas' adopted son,
upon terms corresponding with those of 1799.....If at the
demise of His Highness, the young prince should not have
attained the age......for hia majority, the territory shall continue
to be governed in his name, upon the same principles and under
the same regulations as at the present time.

This wise and just decision was not a little due
to the powerful advocacy of the Raja's cause by
Liberal statesmen, among them being our own
Dadabhai, the Grand Old Man, and the eminent
philosopher who later presided at the India Office
with conspicuous sympathy and foresight. In the
course of a telling article in the Fortnightly Review
of September 1866, Lord Morley wrote :—

If there is any credance to be attached to the reports of
the most impartial and experienced Anglo-Indians, the in-
sorporation of Mysare is just one of those measures most Jikely
to pave the way for renewed disaffection and its disastrous
sonsequences, . . Wehave abandoned our legitimate influence
o the West in order to annex in the East. We preach moral
vasion in Europe 5o that we may be free to practice material.
epression in Asia. We make ouraelves despised in one
ontinent in order t» make ourselves hated in another,

In the meanwhile, a telegram dated the 28th
farch 1868, from the Commissioner of Mysore to
1e Secretary to the Government of India announced :
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Maharajs died at 11 o'clock last night. Regiment from
French Rocks arrived at Mysore and oocupied Fort gates. All
is quiet. Valuable property sealed up ; and ladies and servants
received expression of condolenca and assurance of protection.

IN THE SERVICE OF MYSOKE

Previous to this, Sir Richard Temple, Secretary
to the Government of India, had, hearing of the
Maharaja’s serious illness, instructed Mr. L. Bowring,
Commissioner, that “ the young Maharaja should be
treated personally as successor to the late Maharaja,
and suitable arrangements regarding the Palace and
the household should be made,” Accordingly, the
Commissioner reported on the 7th April that he
“ had an interview with the young Mabaraja and the
Ranies,”” that * schedules of all property belonging to
the late Maharaja have been obtained and a com-
plete inventory will be made,” that “ considering the
faborious nature of the duties entailed, a first-rate
native will be required” ““ to assist Major Elliot in
scrutinizing the establishments and invoicing the pro-
perty "' and that “ the advice of an experienced
native would be very useful on such an occasion.”
On s5th May following, Mr. Bowring wrote ;—

The Government of Madras have, on my application, been
good enough to transfer to me the services «f Mr. Rungacharly,
a Deputy Collector of that Presidency, for the purpnse of aiding
Major Eiliot in the laborious duty before him. Mr, Rangacharia
served for a long time under the Hon'ble Mr. Taylor in the
Inam Inquiry of Madras and I have little doubt that that
gontleman will testify to his remarkable aptitude for business
and his high character. ] have no hesitation, therefore, in solici-
ing the confirmation of Government of his appointment to the
post referred to.

On May 23, the Government sanctioned the
appointment on a monthly salary of Rs. 8co. About
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1ree months later, we find the Commissianer report--
1g ** the successful accomplishment of the reduction
nd revision of the Palace establishments of the late
faharaja of Mysore, a labarious duty which, owing
o the judicious arrangements of Major Elliot, the
wperintendent, who was ably seconded by Mr.
> V. Rangacharlu, has, notwithstanding its formid-
ble nature, been performed so as to command the
cquiescense of all those concerned in it.” Major
tlliot himself had written s—

In laying before the Government the reamult of what has
ow heen acaomplished and which will greatly facilitate our
ibours io the settlement of what remains in the Department
f Property and Debts of His Jate Highness’' affaire, I cannot
void anticipating the close by placing on record the very high
pinion I have formed of the valueof Mr.C. Rangacharlu's
ervices ir: the muccess which has attended our proceedings in
he accoroplishment of what may safely be termed the moat
nportant part of the task committed to our charge. Hia
ntiring epergy, unwearied patience, judgment and sagacity
ave been applied with so much tact and research to the very
ast closing of the lists that I attribute in great measure the
lmont absence of complaint or manifestation of discontent to
he persevering scrutiny which, through his valuable assistance,
as been brought to bear on each individual case.

Again, the same officer wrote :—

It.is matter of considerable regret to me that I have been
ompelled by the state of my health to relinquish the charge
rithout for a short time at least having any opportunity of
7atching the working of the Palace departments under the
ew regime ; I am satisfled that what remaina to be done as
vell as what further explanation may hereafter be required in
egard to the past aettlements and the principles foliowed in
btaining them will be readily attended to by Mr. C. Ranga-
harlu to whose value as a public officer [ have again, at the
lose of my labours, to record my testimony and beg to ¢com-
1end him moat strongly to the favourable consideration of
tovernment as one eminently qualified to do honour to the
ighest branches of public service. [o his able aasistance
bave been much indebted throughout the whole of this, in
1any respects, delicate and most fatiguing and intricate
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‘inquiry, and I am desirous that Mr, Rangacharlu should receive:
the credit which he so justly deserves for the ability energy
and great accuracy in the details, . . .

This was in November 1868. In December
next, the Government of India appointed Lieutenant
Colonel J. Heines to be Guardian to the minor Maha-
raja of Mysore and suggested to the Commissioner
that * it would conduce to good order and manage-.
ment to place, under the Guardian, a highly qualified
native gentleman who might be of much use in regul-
ating and controlling the affairs of the household
and who might, from. his knowlcdge of native habits.
and character, give valuable advice and suggestions
to Lieutenant-Colonel Heines. Such a qualified
person, His Excellency in Council believes, is at this
moment available in C. Rangacharlu. . , . .”
The suggestion of course took effect. In 1869,
Licutenant Colonel | Heines was succeeded by Lieut-
enant Colonel G. B, '‘Malleson ; and an official paper

of August 1871 states:

Associated with L. Col, Malleson and now with Mr,
Gordon, his successor, in his important work, are Mr. Ranga-
charlu and Mr, Jayaram Rao. . . . . Mr Rangacharlu
had already earned the good opinion of GGovernment by the-
ge;-ntcmous assistance which he rendered to Major Charles

lliot

RETRENCHMENT IN MYSORE ADMINISTRATION
In 1874, Rangacharlu wrote a characteristic
paper on “ Fifty Years of British Administration
of Mysore” which was published in London and
created considcrable sensation among the Parliament-
ary friends of India. It was onlya fragment ; but as.
it fearlessly exposed the shortcomings of British rule,.



DEWAN RANGACHARLU qn

—how it was expensive ' without being adapted to
the special circumstances .of the State and
how certain individuals were fattening at the cost
of the public,—the remaining portion of it was not
allowed to see the light of day. A deserved honour
in the form of a C. 1. E. came to him in 1370, and in
the next year Chief Commissioner Mi. Gordon
appointed him his Revenue Secretary. About 1880,
some baseless slanders were set afloat to the effect
that Rangacharlu was a selfish alien and that he was.
responsible for the alleged disappearance of certain.
valuables from the Mysore Palace. It was almost
inevitable that many should have turned Rangacharlu’s.
enermies when he was engaged in the onerous task of
purifying the Palace and reforming its administration..
As many as 6,000 persons who were maintained at a
1eedless expense of Rs. 38,000 a month were, in all,
‘hrown out of employment in the course of his
‘etrenchment, These and the others who were
srevented by him from exercising their undesirable
nfluence on the young Prince and the Ranies made
'ommon cause and employed all sorts of devices to-
lefame him. There were also some who thought
hat they bhad claims of their own for the office of
Jewan which was certain to come into being before
ong and was likely to be conferred on their rival
tangacharlu, Even some honest and respectable-
olk were for a time deceived into a belief in the
roundless reports circulated by these interested
eople, so much so that popular feeling ran very high:
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against Rangacharlu at one time. But nothing ever
shook the trust that had been reposed in him by the
British Government as well as by the young Maharaja
-and his real well-wishers.
AS DEWAN OF MYSORE

When the long, wearisome and ardugus process
-of making a statesman was thus going apace, Prince
Chamarajendra Wodayar was growing to the age of
majority and becoming fit to assume the charge of his
territories. He was intelligent, noble and patriotic. A
careful training, in which Rangacharlu himself had
taken no mean part, bad developed in him all the
graces of conduct requisite ina ruler of men; and the
influence of the high-minded British gentlemen of
those days as well as his own peculiar circumstances
had instilled into him a profound sense of his exalted
-duties. In fact, on his worthiness depended the sole
chance of success for any one who would become his
minister,—especially for Rangacharlu. * The most
disastrous famine of which we have any record” had
laid the people low, ruined trades and industries, and
driven the State intoheavy indebtedness. Amidst these
trying conditions it was that the Government of
Mysore was transferred, on March 25, 1881, to His
late Highness Sri Chamarajendra Wodayar Bahadur,
.G.C.8,1.  On the same day, * placing trust and con-
fidence in the loyalty, ability and judgment of C, V.
Rangacharlu,” His Highness appointed him “ to be
-our Dewan for the conduct of the executive adminis-
tration of the said territories.” On the same date
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was formed also the Maharaja’s Council with Mr,
T. R. A. Thamboo Chetty (Judge) Mr. Poorna
Krishna Rao and Mr. A. Ratna Sabhapathi Mudaliyar
(both retired officials) as members, and the Dewan as-
President, “ to submit for our consideration, their
opinion on all questions relating to legislation and:
taxation and on all other important measures connect-
ed with the good administration of our territories and-
the well-being of our subjects.”

Undaunted by private foes and public adver-
sities, Rangacharlu went on with his work of re-con-
struction :

To reform the abuses of a personal and autocratic—(in the-
present case bureaucratic)-—regime, to revive educsation, to-
improve the sanitary condition of towns and villages, to open
commercial communications, and altogether to raise the politi-
cal and moral status and charaocter of the people committed to
their charge.........c...cs.ce.r....8t the, same time to keep on good
terms with the English Residents who are not always the mont
amiable and to protect the Rajahs themselves against the
corrupting influences of their little courts and harems,

These, in the words of Professor Max Muller,
used with reference to another Native States reformer,
arc the functions that fall to the lot of a Dewan; and:
* few Prime Ministers even of the greatest States in
Europe had so many tasks on their hadds." The
Professor continues :—

The clock on the tower of the Houses of Parliament strikes
louder than the repeater in our waist-coat pocket: but the
machinery, the wheels within wheels and particularly the apring
have all the same taska to perform as in Big Ben himself. Even
men like Disraeli or Gladstone, if placed in the position of these -
native statesmen, could hardly have been more muccessful in
grappling with the difficulties of a new Btate, with rebellious
subjects, envious neighbours, a weak sovereign and an all-
powerful Suzerain, to say nothing of court intrigues, religious
squabbles and corrupt officiala,
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Such indeed, with perhaps some slight modifi-
cations, wds the situation in which Rangacharlu
found himself. Buot his adamantine will and nerve
of steel stood him in good stead. He. skilfully hus-
banded the resources of the state, economised expend-
iture, carried out a convenient redistribution of
taluks and districts, abolished or transferred super-
fluous courts and offices, substitnted natives—parti-
-cularly the sons of the soil,~—for the Europeans in
scrvice, re-organised the several departments of
administration, laid dewn priaciples and policies for
their guidance and, in short, continued the work of
administrative reform which he, as Revenue Secre-
tary, had initiated in co-operation with Mr. Gordon.
Marks of Rangacharlu’s personality are still clearly
visible in the working of every branch of the Mysofe
-Government. A few facts of his administration and a
few of his leading economic ideas can be gathered
from his own two addresses to the Mysore Representa.
tive Assembly, the first delivered on #7th October
1881 and the second on 26th October 1882,

D

The condition of the Province has been very much affected
by the great calamity which so recently visited it. ' The ruin-
ous effects of the famine will be so fresh in your minds that I
peed not dwell on them. It will suffice for ma to say that it
cost ug 160 lakbs of rupees, involved the Government in a debt
of 80 lakhs and withal deprived the Province of a million
(a fifth) of its population and crippled its resources for years to
-come,

- L ] » L] L] [ 4

Governments wishing to adjust their expenditure to the
revenues should direct their efforts to a proper retrenchment

of the expenditure rather than depend on any vague expecta-
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ion of deriving an increase of revenue from an impoverished
ountry. .
* - t - - -

The success of agriculture is dependent on the flourishing
ondition of the manufacturing industries. The old idea that
ndia must confine itself to the growth of agricultural produde
s giving way to the more correct theory that no country can
yrosper unlesa its agricultural and manufacturing industries
vere equally fostered. The cultivation may be expected to
avive to the full extent in the next few years.

In the department of education, . . . . little remains
o be done by way of eatablishing additional achools or atimulat-
g a demire for education ; but efforts are being chiefly direct-
3d to secure bsetter qualificationa in the teaching staff of the
Taluk and Hobli 8chools and to encourage technical education.

The development of the various industries on which the
prosperity of the country is dependent. equally demands our
sonsideration; and His Highness' Government will be always
arepared to give every attention to any suggestions which may
be made upon these subjects. The appointment of a special
officer for the purpose cannot be of much service asthe ex-
perience and knowledge of asingle individual can accomplish
but little. Hin Highness the Maharaja is desirous of organiz-
ing a large association of private gentlemen who are likely to
interest themselves in the matter and when such an association
is formed, His Highness' Government will consider it to be its
duty to help the efforts of the asmsociation to promote the
industries of the country,

His Highness’ Government regards the opening out of the
province by means of railways as a preliminary to the develop-
ment of its resources, The. first line of railways in the Pro-
vince from Bangalore to Mysore will be shortly completed. * *

Other lines of railway are even more urgently required
for the Province.

» - - *

| Here wov suggyested various industries which can be profit-
abiy worked up «n the State,]
the  rosy emity ot the country can never be arsured until
the labour of its poople yields a surplus over and above the
food cousuued 1y them. . . . . . . . . Improvement
in tuis respect can oniy be effected by diminishing the propor-
tion of human Isbour ewployed in the production of the
-country, by the application of machinery and capital, .
. . At present, populaticn increases at a more rapid rate
than production, and increasing want and poverty is the in-
-wvitable result,
The wealth and intelligence of the people should be encour-
aged to week bonourable employment in produoctive industries
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instead of looking to the Government service or other equally
unproductive professions.

The savings of the Qovernment officials are, no doubt, at:
present very largely laid out on land. But they are solely
employed in the purchase of landa as an investment and not on
the improvement c.)f their cultivgtion.

.

But such occsmional failure of rainsis almost & normal
condition of the Province, and the Government must always
remain in constant anxiety as to the fearful results which muss
follow from them. The results of the last famine will show how
little can be done by the ‘Government in the matter, notwith-
standing its liberal expenditure, without the co-operation of the-
people. Irrigation works will, of course, receive every atten-
tion from the Government, although, excepting the river
channels, they are not of much use when the rains fail. As
already explained the Government has it in contemplation to-
provide a complete system of Railways to facilitate the trans-
port of food, and it ie aleo intended to initinte, under proper
arrangements to prevent abume, a system of advances to the
ryots for the more extensive digging of wells in the taluks:
where there are springsin thesoil; and as already remarked
private efforts for the application of capital and machinery in
the oaltivation of land will receive every encouragement from.
the Government. But a great deal must be done by the people
themselves to provide against these calamities.

(1)

..... vveeee.] must, however again report that whatever govern-
ment or any few outsiders can do must be small compared with
what the great mass of the population engaged in industrial
pursuits conld accomplish in their ssveral occupations when
stirred up by a d-sire for advancement. Whew all the world
around is working marvellous progress, the 200 millions of
people in this country cannot much longer continve in their
long sleep, simply following the traditions of their ancestors of
2,000 years ago and earning a miserable subsistence, ready to
ba crushed on the firat occurrence of s« famine or other cala-
mity, Steam began to be utilized in Hurope as a motive power
in manufacturas oply at the beginning of the present century.
India then used to export cloths to England. Now England.
notwithstanding a severe competition from the other countries:
of Rurope and America supplies the greater portion of the
world with cloths and other manufactures. These are not the
frnits of any large individual discoveries which alone ocan
attract the attention of the official mind, but the result of
numerous individual men devoting their intelligence to effect
small discoveries and improvements from day to day. in their
several occupations which in their aggregate produce such
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marvellous wealth and general prosperity, What then may not
be accomplished if the large population in this country once
entered on a similar career of progress ¥

Comment is needless, It only remains to be said
that Rangacharlu always spoke to the pevple in the
same winning and sincere tone about their occupa-
tions, their needs, their difficulties and their prospects.

THE DEMOCRAT

A skilful financier and able administrator as
Rangacharlu was, the distinguishing trait of his
character was his democratic disposition. He had
long cherished the 'idea of establishing a people's
assembly in Mysore with a view to secure the benefit
of genuine public opinion for the measures and policies
of the Government and to create in the mind of the
people an active interest in the affairs of the State;
and to this idea he gave practical effect soon after he
assumed charge of Dewanship.  In the order announ-
cing the formation of the Representative Assembly,
dated the 25th August 1881, he expressly stated :

H, H. The Maharaja is desirous that the views and objects.
which his Government_has in the ‘measures adopted for the
administration of the Province should be better inown and
appreciated by the people for whose benefit they are ip-
teuded; and be is of opinion that & beginning towards the
attainment of this objeot may be made by an angual meeting of
the representative landholders and merchants from all party of
the Province, before whom the Dewan will place the results of
the past year's administration and a programme of what is
intended tobe oarried out in the coming year. Such an arrange-
ment by bringing the people in immediate communication with.
the Government would serve to remove from  their minds.
any misapprehensions in regard to the views and action of the
Government and would convinca them that zhe interests of the
Government are identical with those of the people,”

Many and vehement were the objectjons rais-

:«d against Rangacharlu’s scheme. . It was said
7
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that the people were not educated, that they were
not accustomed, that they were not prepared, that they
were not eager and that they were not fit for represent-
ative political institutions. But he heeded them not.
He believed that capacity for active participation in
politics can be acquired by the people only gradually,
and only by actually taking part in it for sonie time,
just as swimming can be learnt by one only by get-
ting down actually into water and remaining there in
the practice of that art. He was not blind to the exis-
tence of rudimentary civic ideas among the people, as
evidenced in theit ancient institutions such as the
Panchayat, and he could see nothing intrinsically
wrong either with the brain or with the body of the
Indian to render him unfit for “a beginning” in
taking some share in theadministration of his country.
And like the great Liberal, Lord Morley, he held
that ** no Government can be trusted if it is not liable
to be called before some jury or another, compose
that jury how you will, and. even if its majority
should unluckily happen to be dunces,”

It is perhaps necessary to add here that the
Representative Assembly was instituted not only
to secure that the people are made happier and the
State more prosperous, but also to prevent the possi-
bility of a catastrophe such as had befallen the State
fifty years previously.

For Rangacharlu held that:—

The one great problem to be solved by Indian stateamen is
how the people could be roused from the crushing influence of
officialdom and atirred up to industrial enterprise and progress.
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‘Hin Highness' Government is mosat anxious to do what lies in ite
thumble power, in this direction; but now that a new era of
#epresqutative institutions and self-government is commencing
to infuse new life into the nation, the Government must logk
to you, as the representatives of the people, to spread these
ideas amongst them, and rouse them to a sense of their true
interest and importance.

The following extracts from his speech before
the Representative Assembly of 1882 contain his
-opinion on the momentous question of self-govern-
:ment for Indians:

It is gratifying to find that since His Highness the Maha-
iraja inislated this popular measure, the Government of India
‘have Yosolved upon a comprshensive scheme for extending Self-
‘Government in local matters throughout the British Territories
in India. Their Despatch of the 8th May, 1882, which coutains
their orders on the subject, may, from its earnestness of
purpose, its liberal views, and far-seeing statesmanship, be
4ruly regarded as introducing a new era in the Indian Adminis-
tration. The universal satisfaction with which it has been
received throughout Bouthern India, and, I believe, in other
parts of India also, is proof of the appreciation of the boon by
the people, and refutes the assumption often made that they
are not yet prepared for self-government. If the apread of any
high degree of education among the great mass of the people
'‘were to be insisted upon as & sine qua non, we may have to wait
for ever ; meanwhile every year, under an autocratic system of
government, will find the people less fit for representative
institutions, The sprinkling of educated men who are sure to
be found in these representative bodies will serve for all
purposes of leading and guiding; but what is required in the
great body of the representatives is common sense and practical
~viewa such as characterized your discussions on the occasion of
our last meeting, and which are sure to be possessed by mex of
ordinary knowledge engaged in industrial and other useful
-occupations. The real education for self-governmeant can only
be acquired by the practical exercise of representative func.
tions and responsibilities under the guidance, as observed by
‘the Government of India, of officers possessed of administrative
tact and directive energy, and evincing an earnestness in the
success of the experiment. The success in different partm of
the country will vary, not so much according to the spread of
English education as according to the strength with which
village communal ideas still subsist amongat the peopls. The
defects which would require to be guarded against in the work-
ing of these representative bodiem are a tendency te fall inte
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apathy, and the growth of a factious epirit; but these could be
suocessfully overcome by the counse! and exhortations of the
District Officer evincing an earnest interest in the success of the
meagure. It cannot be too often impressed on the represeata-

tives that, in the discharge of the important functions entrusted:
to them, they are expected to evince a true public spirit, and to

be actuated by considerations not of any personal wants or

grievances, or, of even those of any particular oaste or section

of the community, but by considerations of the inferest of the-
public at large. It cannot, however, be concealed thai the

Government officers themaelves require as much educagjon in

the matter as the less informed representatives of the people.

And earnestness on their part to promote the public interest,

mot to mention considerations of personal distinction and

importauce, begets a desire to devise and carry out what

.appears to them useful work; and this is not unnaturally fol-

lowed by intolerance of differences of opinion or opposition.
from othera. These have to give way to the higher qualities of a

patient and watchful interest iu the proseedings of others, which.:
they must be content to guide and direct by advice and sugges-

tions without any abatement of their earnestness to promote

the public interest. District officers have to be strongly imbued

with the idea that in Municipal and other matters the public-
interests are better served by diffusing sound ideas on the subject

amouget the people, and thereby inducing them to work out the-
‘results for themselves, in preference to expecting the (Gtovern-

iment to do the work for them. Though the objects arrived at

may not thereby be accomplished a0 promptly and successfully

as by Government agency, the result will bs enduring and will
have a spreading influence amongst the people, and will be less

subject to those changes which often characterize the improve.--
ments initiated by publio officers.

[ ] * . L] - *

. I must first point out that we have proceeded hera under-
lines somewhat different from those now proposed to be followed.
by the Government of India. We thought that a Representative-
Assembly, like the one in which we are now met, formed of the.
leading members of the District population coming in direcs -
gommunication with the Grovernment and discussing and exer-
‘cisiog an influence on its administrative measures would be a
desirable’ preliminary to the strengthening of Representative-
Igstitutions in Municipalities and Distriots. The Representatives-
thus brought'in'direct communication with the Government will
carry back with them to the Districts a higher status, and a
igher tone Hnd senae’ of responsibility to guide them and their
'?.,{[‘ow:membo‘u on the Munioipality and Looal Fund Boards,
and to encourage them in the discharge of their duties under:
the varying influence of different District Officers. Moreover,.
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there seems no reason why the influence of public opinion should
®e confined to Municipal and Local Fund affairs, important as
they are, and why it should not be brought to bear upon the
various administrative measures of the Government in which
the people are equally interested.

The moderation and practical good sense which character-
ized your discussions on the occasion of our first mesting last
year, and the several measures of useful and necessary reform
which resulted from them, induce me to place s high value on
the practioal views of the people on matters immediately affect-
ing their Interests, ag contrasted with mere theoretical ideas. I
venture, therefore, to submit that the liberal measures in regard
to Self-Government now inaugurated by the Government of
India would be incomplete if the elective Municipal and Local
Fund Boards created by them were not further utilised whether
by way of deputing a certain number to the Legislative Councils
of the Loecal Governments, of in msome other way, 28 the
-esponents of public opinion on public. matters entitled to
respectfu) consideration from Government. -

It will be proper that the whole of the members of the
Municipal and Local Fund Boards should be elected by the
people. The Governmrent may reserve to themsolves the power
-of appointing, when considered necessary, two or three members,
either from amongst their officers or from non-official persons,
a8 the exponents of their views; but the system of Government
appointing by nomination half or one-third of the entire number
of membesrs, seems uncalled for, and is objectionable as it occa-
wions invidious distinction in the status of the members, and
weakens the moral effect of the elective system. The Govern-
ment ought not to meek to secure a majority in the Board to
«carry out their views. It would suffice to reserve to it the
power of overruling the proceedings of the Boards, or of sus-
pending their functions when they are found not to work

matisfactorily.

The trend of recent political thought and reform
in this country fully proves the wisdom and the pre-
vision of the author of the above speech. The
Representative Assembly, which in his time consisted
of 144 ryots, landlords and merchants, is now twice
as strong and counts lawyers, journalists and other
educated men among its members. The general tone
of its deliberations has also gone on rising from year
to year, eliciting the appreciation of successive Dewans,
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VIEWS ON EDUCATIONAL AND SOCIAL
QUESTIONS

Advanced as Rangacharlu’s political views were,
it would be highly interesting at present to know
what opinions he held on questions of education,
Speaking at the distribution of prizes to the students.
of the Maharaja's College on 24th March 1882, under
the presidency of H. H. the late Maharaja, he said:

Though the requirements of an advancing age cannot per-
mit of any education being left to the chances of individual
philanthropy as in former days, and it is necessary that Govern-
ment should undertake the maintenance of public schools and
colleges, care should be taken not to allow them to degenerate-
into a mere Government Department worked on mere routine,
and on more or less mercenary ocobosiderations. If educational
institutions are to attaiu their highest success. they ought to be
characterized by the public spirit, purity of intentions, and
devoted attachment betwaen masters and pupils, which belong-
ed to the older achools.

- * » - L]

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

I wish to call attention to the address lately delivered by
His Excellency the Viceroy at the convocation of the Calcutta
University. . . . . . The firat point to which I would
wish to call attention is His Excellency’s remark in regard to
the incomplete character of a secular without religious educa-
tion. . . . . . . . . . . . I wish, however, to explain:
that the defect is by no means of so serions a nature as in
generally imagined, and that the results attributed to it are
really due to other causes, By religious education it is not
meant that educational institutions should become schools of
theology, but simply that the religious instincts of students
should be kept up, But in this country, where public schools:
are not Boarding but Day Schools, the cultivation of the
religious instincts is more conveniently left to be developed in
the home life of the students, according to their respective-
oreeds and beliefs. Great responsibility nevertheless rests oo
the masters in this matter, Though nrt required to teach any
particular form of faith, it is clearly expected of them to culti-
vate a proper religious tone amongst the pupils, and to oheck
and correct any apirit of levity such as often results from the
discussion of the principles of morality at an early age,
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HIGHER EDUCATION

If then Government had to contribute a portion of the cost
of these collegiate institutions, whether Government or aided,
out of its revenues, it is a necessary contribution not to the
students of the colleges, but to the people at large. No nation
can thrive without a highly educated class at its head, and the
system of Government schools can never be complete without
the colleges. So long as these colleges are attended by all
classes of people and a well-devised system of acholarships placs
them within the reach of the more gifted students of the poorer
classes, Government must regard that it is the national and not
individual interests that are served.

POFULAR EDUCATION

Education is but the means to an end. A deaire for it can
only spring amongst the people by political ambition, any
religious movement or any great industrial changes. This is
well exemplified by the existing state of education in this
country.

What then is really required is to atimulate a desire for
education amongst the great agricultural classes of the peopls.
If this is acocomplished, Goverament will be ¢alled upon no more
to pay for their education shan to feed them. It is of all things
most necessary that the statusof the agricultural classes should
be raised ; and they become ‘sensible of their importance, His
Highness's Government, you are aware, is already doing some-
thing, though as yet vary little, in this direction by getting the
representatives of the people to meet annually to take part in
the affairs of the Btate, and when people feel that they have a
status, depend on it that they will consider a knowledge of the
3 R's at least as a desirable acquisition. Aa regards teaching
the people the more useful subjects orf European know-
ledge, it is not advantageons to mix it up with their other
elementary instruction which is beat left to their own
indigenous schools conducted according to their ideas and
convenienves., What is required is to have a select class
of well trained men, whc as itinerant teachers would go
about the villages imparting instruction in a telling and
attractive manner on such special subjects am are consider-
ed useful to the people from time to time. Vernacular books
on sueh aubjects and indeed a great extension of Vernacular
literature, are also required... ... All theae things mean not an
increased expenditure of money oun primary education but an
increasing agency of educated natives interested in the welfare
oi’f their countrymen, by whem alone these things could be
offected

* - * * -
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THE GOVT, AND THE EDUCATED CLARSES

The (Indian) Government have generonsly opened out to
the nativen fiolds of profitable employment. What is more re-
quired is that the natives should have a voice in the adminis-
tration in all ita branchee, that the conduct of native servants
should be judged by their own countrymen and that the unco-
venanted service should be better regulated so that the public’
appointments may be treated as matters of State trust and
ot personal patronage; and that instead of public influence
being entirely engrossed by a purely official ¢lass, positions of
public influence and usefulness may be thrown open to private
gentlemen amongst land-holders and other classes as more
or less honorary appointmenta.

T0 THE STUDENTH

It is for you to remove from our race any stigma of the
educated classes not proviog useful members of society; and
your worth will always be judged by the. manner in which in
your various spheres ui life you contribute to the general
advaucement of the great masses of our people, I congratulate
such of you as have attained sminent success in the recens
examinations. . . . . I have alsoa word to say to those
who were not so fortunate. Those who have tried and failed
have no reagon to be discouraged. . . . . . Inthe battle
of life, it is found that those who fall in their school career
attain to distinction as largely as those who.successfully pass
their ex aminations.

Three days before the above was spoken,
Rangacharlu had given expression to his opinions on
the education of women at a similar function in the
Maharani's Girls’ School. This institution was estab-
lished mainly through his influence and aid in 1881
and gradually developed into the far-famed Maha-
rani’s College of to-day.

Rangacharlu said ;

LEGISLATION FOR WOMEN

I attach great importance to getting up amongst our lead-
ing families numbers of young ladies with a high English
education who could feel for the advancement of their sex, and
take up the same position in regard to them as that occupied by
educated men in relation to their ignorant hrethren. ‘We can-
not altogether trust in the legislation of men for the softer sex,
any more than in the legislation of one class for another. Such
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'legislation is often apt to err as much on the aide of extravag-
-ance, as on that of despotism, indulging in imaginary ideas of
women's rights and other extravagant notions. ‘I'he happy
mean will be arrived at, if we leave to women all that con-
-cerns themselves to be judged and determined by the standard
-of their feelings and ideas on the subject.

The rational, progressive and yet nationalistic
‘character of these conceptions is obvious. And con-
sidering the date of their utterance, no one can help
-admiring the breadth of their author’s mind and its
apenness to the wholesome forces of modern thought.
Especially the last paragraph quoted above marks
‘him off as a staunch liberal in social matters also.

CHARACTERISTICS

We have characterized Rangacharlu as a demo-
-crat, He was also an autacrat in some respects; and
in none more s0 than in the way in which he dealt
with officials of a questionable character, He would
fine them, transfer them over long distances or dis-
miss them summarily and even arbitrarily., His ear
was always eager for reports regarding the conduct
-of officials. He had a shrewd way of collecting
information about mofussil affairs, through the leading
men of Taluks and Districts and through the rural
population. When news of some wayward or tyran-
nical officer reached him, he would himself set out, if
nossible, to the scene of tyranny, or send out spies, or
summon the accused person himself to his presence,
f the last was the case, the very reception accorded
o the accused would suffice to strike terror into him
nd turn him to the path of rectitude. If his guilt
ras proved, there was no escape for hin from an
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exemplary punishment. If malpractices had not been
as rampant as they really were among officials in
those days, Rangacharlu’s treatment of them could
have with reason been disapproved as unduly
harsh.

An episode narrated by a reliable informant of
those times shows how even as a young man
Rangacharlu was far above the temptations of money.
Once when he was a Revenue official in the Madras
Service, he had been out on.a jamabandi tour along
with the Collector. ‘The Tahsildar of a certain place,
it seems, went to him with the customary nuzur
(offering) in order to buy exemption from his strict
official scrutiny. But Rangacharlu reproved the man
severely and sent him back. The Tahsildar’s friends
and counsellors construed this as a sign of dissatis-
faction, on the part of Rangacharlu, at the smallness
of the offering, and advised him to double the amount
if he was really anxious to retain his appointment.
The Tahsildar consented; and without anybody’s
knowledge, had the enhanced sum placed beneath
Rangacharlu’s pillow on a certain night. When
Rangacharlu woke up the next morning and had the
bed rolled, what should have been his surprise to find
rupees flying about there with nobody to claim them !
He at once saw through the trick, sent for the
Tahsildar and greeted him with a volley of harsh
words. The Tahsildar collapsed and took home his.
ill-gotten money only after receiving from the in.
corruptible Sheristadar of the Collector a solemn
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assurance that he would not report the occurrence to-
the Collector except in general terms.

Once Rangacharlu received information from
a visitor that a certain Deputy Commissioner was in
the habit of getting provisions etc., through the
Amildars while on circuit. This not only placed
the Amildars in a false position in demanding and
obtaining payment for the articles supplied, but it
implied an altogether inadequate estimate of the
status of Amildars and of the consideration and
respect which should have been. shown to them by
their superior officers. The Dewan started forth-
with to that particular District and obtained, in the
course of his interviews with the people, corrobor-
ative evidence which compelled the Amildars to
make a candid confession. Thereupon, the Dewan
issued an order, which 1s said to be in force even
to-day, strictly prohibiting the objectionable practice.

The Dewan’s' surprise visits, his vigilant
scrutiny, his uncompromising independence and
his awe-inspiring personality kept the officers always.
on the alert. The moral tone of even the incorrigible:
Palace scrvants had become improved under his
influence. Many of those that had been deprived by
him of their sinecures in the Palace sought his advice
as to their future careers and followed it with very
fortunate consequences. ‘

His was a life of untiring activity. He travel-,
led often ; and while travelling, be was not fastidion 5.
about his retinue and paraphernalia. He could not
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adhere mechanically to one programme of business,
and would not confine himself to one topic or one
language in his conversation. His brain knew no
rest, and work secmed to be his rule of life. And
this blessed contagion of restless, public-spirited
work, he transmitted freely to those around him,
A writer says:

If the archives of the Secretariat at Bangalore could be
explored, a number of his minutes and memoranda might be
brought out to guide and instruct the younger generation. The
very (&, O's issued under his authority or committed to him by
the Chief Commissioner to be drafted are instructive and relate
to almost every branch of the administration,

Rangacharlu ' was, as we have already seen, a
great friend of the cultivator, and this friendship he
sometimes carried to such an extent as to seem offen-
sive to the official classes. When at a meeting of the
Representative Assembly, an official referred taunting.
ly to the poor intellectual attainments of the ryots, he
retorted by applauding the ryots’ strong common
sense and wide worldly experience which were sadly
lacking in the official. /'When some one else remarked
that, if the Dewan continued to show so much con-
sideration and leniency to the Representatives, the day
would soon come when the officials would have to
bribe them, instead of their taking bribes from the
people, as had been the case till then, Rangacharlu
replied that he would heartily welcome such a day.
He would not have countenanced the idle contention
that Mysore is a Swaraj State and that there is no
.gulf there yawning between the tax.payers who are
producers and the tax-gatherers who are consumers.
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He deplored the false ideas of authority and prestige
that were then, and are even now, associated with
the tenure of public office, and his foremost intention
was to make the ryots whose status at the time of:
the Rendition was inferior to what it was in the
neighbouring British districts, feel (1) that they pos~
sessed complete rights of property in their lands, (i)
that the fruits of their labour were entirely theirs, and
(iii) that Government servants could not use them and
could not command their services as they pleased.
As to how much Rangacharlu was able personally to
contribute towards the realisation of that intention,
we have only to heave a heavy sigh of sorrow re-
membering that cruel death snatched him away
within less than two years since he took over the
Dewanship. He passed away on the 2oth of January
1883. The event happened at Madras whither
he had breen to recover his health which had been
shattered by official cares and ceaseless toil. But he
had already laid the foundations and prepared the
plans for the future edifice. As his successor declared
before the Representative Assembly in 1883.

The present policy of His Highness' Government is in the
main, based on the lines so ably chalked out by him in many of
the public spesches, both here and elsewhere; and I have no
doubt that the great example whioch he has set us in hia
unwearied solicitude for the welfare of the people will long
continue to encourage us in the discharge of our onerous
public duties,

We have it on the authority of Lord Curzon
that the Rendition of Mysore was ‘*a great experi.
ment. For, if the result had been failure, then a
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cruel rebuff would have been administered to the
generosity which dictated the procceding, and the
cause of Native States and of Native Administration
throughout India must have suffered a lasting recoil,”
His Lordship however, acknowledged * unhesitating-
ly’ that the State has been ** well served.” Towards
this happy result, Rangacharlu’s indirect and invisible
contribution is perhaps not lcss valuable than what
he personally and directly contributed.



SIR K. SESHHADRI IYER

INTRODUCTION

ORE than two decades have passed since Sesha-
dri Iyer crossed the frontier of mortal life. Tt
may be safely assumed that an opinion which has
gradually settled itself during these years regarding
his earthly career is not likely to suffer a great change
in spirit and essence at any future date. From men
of Lord Curzon’s eminence down to the simple-minded
denizens of a Mysore village, all are now agreed that
the was a *¢ remarkable ” man. Every one admits,—
Mysorean, Madrassi or any body clse,—that Sir Sesha-
dri Iyer possessed a splendid power of intellect and
an indomitable strength -of will, and that he used
these gifts, on the whole, for the benefit of those

whose affairs he was called upon to manage,

EARLY LIFE

Seshadri Iyer was born in 1845 (st June) and
dicd in 1qo1. His life was thus cast in a period of
nascent nationalism and self-government in India and
of rampant, though towards the close somewhat
impotent, Liberalism in England. He came of a
respectable Tamil-speaking Brahmana family of the
Palghat country. The original home of the family was

® Largely drawn and revised, from his sketch of the Life of
Sir K. Seshadrt lyer, by MR, D. V, GUNDAPPA, Editor of the
Karnataka, Bangsalors City.
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the village of Kumarapuram. But Seshadri Iyer's.
father, Krishna Iyer, had settled down in some modest
position at Calicut. Seshadri Iyer lost his father at the
tender age of six months and grew under such protec-.
tion as his poor, widowed mother could afford.
He had also an elder brother who was to some extent
helpful. Seshadri’s early life can by no means be
termed as one of affluence or happiness, It is not
seldom that adversity has been the nursery of greatness.

At school his career was brilliant. He had a
wonderful head for mathematics, and his genecal
intelligence and eagerness to learn secured for him
many coveted prizes.  He took the degree of Bachel-
or of Arts in 1865 and started in life early in the
following year as translator in the Collector's Office:
in his native town of Calicut.

Rangacharlu, the keen-eyed observer of men and:
merit, who, later, was destined to precede Seshadri
Iyer as Dewan of Mysore, was now Deputy Collector
at Calicut, Seshadri lyer, was soon the recipient of
his friendly attention and felt naturally the elevating
influence of that superior personality. Thus was.
formed a friendship which, stopped only by
death, achieved much that was good 'to the

‘young and rejuvenated " State of Mysore and
served greatly to enchance the reputation of modern
Indians in the domain of statesmanship.

SERVICE IN MYSORE ‘

Rangacharlu came to Mysore in the month of

June 1£68. Before September following, he made a
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name for himself by ‘* untiring energy, unwearied
patience, judgment and sagacity.” His ** able” and
“ valuable ” services in the laborious task of setting
right the affairs of the Mysore Palace earned for him
a considerable amount of influence and importance.
Capable men who could also rise above the corrupt-
ing influences of the official atmosphere were then
wanted for service in Mysore, and Rangacharla
proposed Seshadri Iyer as a candidate. The recom-
mendation was immediately accepted. On the 3oth of
October 1868, Seshadri Iyer entered Mysors service
as Judicial Sheristadar in the Superintendent’s
Office, Ashtagram Division.

Ascent was both easy and rapid thenceforward.
Ability combined with diligence pushes itself to the
front in ways not to be dreamt of by mediocrity.
Such was the case with Seshadri Iyver. Within
ten years since his advent in Mysore, he found himself
at the head of a district. He had now served as
Judicial Sheristadar, -~ Public ~ Prosecutor, Judicial
Assistant Commissioner and Comptroller to the Royal
household, for varying terms. He had also qualified
himself for promotion in service by taking the B. L.
degree (1874) and by getting through some depart-
mental tests. He was appointed Deputy Commis-
sioner in February 1879 and posted to Tumkur,
He was transferred to Mysore in August 1881 and
remained there for eighteen months. In all these
several capacities, Seshadri Iyer discharged his duties

as a man of honour and asone who knew his business.
$
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THE RENDITION OF MYSORE

On the 25th of March 1881 took place one of
the happiest events in the annals of Mysore as well
as in those of British supremacy in India, —an event
not less glorious than the most magnificent military
triumph,~—namely, the Rendition of Mysore. Amid
universal rejoicings, His Highness Sri Chamarajendra
Wodeyar Bahadur was installed on the throne of
his forefathers and invested with powers of adminis-
tration, Rangacharlu was on the same day made
the Dewan and President of the Consultative Council.
His position was by nol means a cushion of
roses, The task was stupendous, the resources
slender and the atmosphere uncongenial. Many
were the men who regarded Rangacharlu as an alien,
an adventurer, and an upstart. But subsequent
history and his own private correspondence prove be-
yond the possibility of a doubt, that Rangacharlu was
a true friend of the people, a selfless patriot to whom
good government was a religion; and a stastesman born
to the position he held, as it were. He had to recon-
struct an entire State on new plans and principles,
with inefficient assistance and an impoverished people,
surrounded, moreover, by hosts of enemies. His chief
concern therefore was to gather around himself the most
capable and trustworthy men in service. Seshaderi
Iyer was of course the first among these. He was
taken on special duty and entrusted with the work
of drafting certain regulations and rules, He did
this work in his own thorough fashion, which can be
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discerned in every handiwork of his. Rangacharlu
who was as generous in rewarding as he was fasti-
dious in judging, took Seshadri Iyer into his
confidence and even appointed him to look after the
current work of his office during a brief period of
his absence from the head-quarters.

AS DEWAN OF MYSORE

But Rangacharlu had but laid out the plans
of the contemplated edifice when (2oth January
1883) he was called away by the resistless arbiter
of things mundane. "It 'was at this crisis that
Seshadri Iyer was asked to take up and continue the
work left by his master so soon after he had begun.
This opens the longest and the most interesting
chapter of Seshadri Iyer’s life.

The position of the Minister of an Indian State,
like most positions of responsibility, is one of many
advantages and as many disadvantages all peculiar
to itself. On one side, the people look upon him ag
the real master of the situation, the sovereign being
incapable of indepcendent action, The sovereign treats
him with all the deference duc to one who can
make or mar the reputation of the State, its ruler
and all. His successes are eagerly watched and
extolled with pride from corner to corner in
India, Britain points him out as one of the fruits of
her own culture and influence., He has, as a matter
of fact, almost unlimited opportunities for doing good
and being great. On the other side, he has often to
putjup with suspicion, misunderstanding}rand®hyper-
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criticism on the part of public critics, .He must often
be content to follow his sovereign when his own wish
would be to lead. He has not infrequently to face
jealousy, faithlessness and clannishness among his
own colleagues and assistants. He has to keep in
good humour the representatives of the Paramount
Power who are not always the most amiable and
reasonable of mortals. And he must bring content-
ment and happiness to the large silent masses whose
wants are expressed, if at all, only very inadequately
by their natural leaders. Suchis the position of a
Dewan; and its disadvantages werc to be felt in more
than an ordinary degree when Seshadri Iyer came to
it. ‘The Ruler was young; the finances were dis-
heartening ; the people were just recovering from the
effects of the most dreadful famine on record; the
Rendition was being regarded as only an experi-
ment ; he was himself comparatively a junior both
in age and in service and had to contend with many
opponents both open and covert, both honourable and
dishonourable. But two fortunate circumstances
besides his own self-confidence gave heart to Seshadri
Iyer amidst these difficulties. Firstly, he had the
hearty support and co-operation of his Sovereign
who, though young in years, was one of the most
enlightened and liberal-minded Indians of his time.
Secondly, he had the inspiring example of a born
statesman who had paved the way for him. Address-
ing the Representative Assembly nine months after
assuming office as Dewan, Seshadri Iyer paid him his.
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tribute of affection and reverence in these touching
terms :-—

I wirh most sinaerely that the task had continued in the
hands of the eminent statesman who addressed you on the laat
occasion. I am sure you have missed his genial presence during
the festivities which have juat clowed, and I need hardly add
that you will doubly feel in this hall to-day the void which he
has left. It may, however, ba some small satisfaction to you
to be assured that the present policy of Hix Highness' Govern-
ment is, in the main, based on the lines so ably chalked out by
him in many of his public speeches both here and elsewhere:
and I have no doubt that the great example which he has set
us in his unwearied solicitude for the welfare of the people will
long continue to encourage us in the discharge of our onerous
public duties.

AN INTERESTING RESUME

It would be manifestly absurd to think of sum-
marizing, even briefly, in what is more or less a
causerie, all the events of Seshadri Iyer’s regime
covering a period of about eighteen years. Nor is it
necessary, in order to appreciate his character and
genius, to dwell at full length on all the details of
administrative work accomplished by him in various
departments, The principal events and activities of
his administration are succinctly narrated in his own
annual addresses to the Representative Assembly, A
retrospect covering the first eleven years, which form-
ed the best period of his career, is to be found in his
Address for the year 1894. He says:—

“ The Dewan or the Exccutive Administrative
Head had the direct control, without the intervention
of Departmental Heads, of all the principal Depart-
ments such as the Land Revenue, Forests, Excise,
Mining, Police, Education, Legislation etc. As
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the finances improved and as Departments Wwere
put into good working order and showed signs of
expansion, separate Hecads of Departments were
appointed, for Forests and Police in 1885, for Excise
in 1889, for Mujroyi in 1891, and for Mining in 1894.
His Highness was able to resolve upon the appoint-
ment of a separate Land Revenue Commissioner
only in the latter part of 1894, but for several
years § previously the administrative duties of
this Department had been delegated to a single
Councillor empowered to dispose of all the ordinary
work of the Department and to a Committee
of two Councillors vested with the appellate and
revisional powers of the Government under the Land
Revenue Code in quasi-judicial matters. Similarly,
the ordinary work of the Departments of Local and
Municipal Funds and Legislation had been made
over to individual Councillors, and the executive
duties of the Education Department had come to be
more and more delegated to the Secretary. Thus
the administrative policy of His Highness’ reign was
one of progressive decentralization.

Finance.—His Highness’ reign was attended
with a remarkable measure of financial success. It
began with liabilities exceeding the assets by 30%
lakhs and with an annual income less than the
annual expenditure by 1} lakh. During the first
three years the revenues from all sources were
generally stationary, and in the fourth year there
was a considerable decline, due to the drought of
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that year, but during the next ten years, the improve-
ment year after year was large and continuous.

Revenue.~—~The mcasure of financial prosperity
above described was secured not by resort to new
taxation in any form or shape. It was mainly the
result of a natural growth, under the stimulus afforded
by the opening out of the country by means of new
Roads and Railways, the execution of important
Irrigation works, and the general expansion of indus~
tries. [t was in some measure due also to improved
management of particular sources of income.

Gold Mining.—The important industry of Gold
Mining took firm root in the State during His High-
ness’ rule. In 1886 a professional examination of the
auriferous tracts in Mysore was made, and the results
duly published. For the first time, in 1886-87,
Royalty on gold formed an jtem of our State revenue,
and it reached the substantial figure of Rs. 7,33,000
last yezr on a production of gold valued at £8,44,000.
A Geological Survey for the complete examination
and record of the mineral resources of the country
was established in 1894 and is now in full
working.

The Revenus Laws were codified, vexatious
restrictions on the enjoyment and transfer of land
were swept away, and the freer relinquishment of
unprofitable small parcels of land was allowed. As a
means of remedying agricultural indebtedness, a
scheme of Agricultural Banks on strictly co-operative
principles was introduced last year.
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Forests.—The area of Reserved Forests increa-
sed from 643 to 1,704 square miles, and 35 square
miles of new plantations were formed,

Education—The number of Government and aided
schools rose from 866 to 1,797 and the expenditure on
them from Rs. 3,15,000 to Rs 8,19,810. The increase
in the number of boys was from 39,413 to 83,398
and, in that of girls from 3,000 to 12,000. Eight
hundred Primary Vernacular Schools, fifty English
Middle Schools, five Industrial Schools, two Normal
Schools, thirty Sanskrit Schools, one first Grade
English College and three Oriental Colleges were
newly established during His Highness’ reign.

Irrigation—One hundred lakhs were spent on
original irrigation works during His Highness’ reign,
making an addition of 355 square miles to the area
under wet cultivation, and bringing an additional
Revenue of 8% lakhs.

Communications.~In addition to the expendi-
ture from Local Funds'673% lakhs from the State
Revenue were devoted during His Highness’ reign to
new roads and to the maintenance and special
improvement of existing ones. The mileage of roads
rose from 3,930 to 5,107.

Railways.~—At the Rendition the length of the
State Railway open to traffic was 58 miles. The
addition made to it during IHis Highness’ reign was
315 miles at a cost of 164} lakhs.

Municipal and Local Funds.—The number of
Municipalities rose from 83 to 107, annual Municipal
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ceceipts from Rs. 2,76,500 to Rs. 5,63,000 and the
annual expenditure on Conservancy and Public
Works from 2% lakhs to Rs. 4,89,000,

Madical Religf.—The number of Hospitals
and Dispensaries rose from 19 to 114 and the
number of patients treated from 1,30,723 to 7,06,915.”

This is a record of solid, strenuous labour directed
to a high purpose with all the skill, energy and care
that the occasion demanded. It was a process of State-
reconstruction, out of scanty material and with not
very :fficient tools. The Dewan had to bear the brunt
of the burden, the Counciliors having no definite share
in the executive work of the Government. He had,
first of all, to establish the finances of the State on a
sound footing and Nature helped him considerably in
this task. Successive years of timcly rains and good
harvests served to replenish the treasury. Then, he
had to devise or adopt rules and regulations as
necessity arcse for them,  More than 40 legislative
measures Were put intol the | statute book during
these 11 years. Thirdly, he had to look to the
efficient officering, equipment and supervision of
several existing departments, and to start fresh ones,
Lastly, he had to inauguarte fresh activities for the
benefit of the State. All this he did with a thorough
grasp of details, a penetrating insight into actual con-
ditions and a firm grip over the instruments of execu~
tion. Beginning with little experience and under cir-
cumstances which were by no means propitious, he
almost completed the work of State-reconstruction
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within eleven years under the guidance of his noble
master, His Highness Sir Sri Chamarajendra
Wodeyar, whom ruthless Fate took away from his
beloved people towards the close of the year 1894.

THE FIRST PERIOD

Seshadri Iyer's Dewanship may be roughly divid-
ed into three periods. The first closes about the year
1886. This was one, as he himself says, of © a severe
and sustained struggle, crippled resources on the one
hand and increasing Railway expenditure on the
other.” By a process of judicious  economy, he was
able to show at the end of this period a surplus of
more than 13 lakhs, tiding over a partial drought in
1884. It is to this wise and able management of the
State’s aftairs that Mr, C.E.R. GIRDLESTONE, the
highly sympathetic British Resident, alluded when he
said +—

The miniater, the other day, publicly referred in kind and
courteous terms, to the support given by me to the measures
set on foot by the Maharajah’s Government for the mitigation
of suffering in the threatened parts' of this Province; but my
support and sympathy would have been of no avail if His High-
ness had not in Mr., Seshadri Iyer an able, enlightened, and
zealous Minister, and if his Minister had not been seconded by
energetic and capable officers in the Diatricts.

Seshadri Iyer’s good work had now made for
him a name far beyond the borders of the State. He
was made a Fellow of the Madras University in 1886
and a C. S, I, in February following. His repre-
sentations to the Government of India urging that
they should waive their right for enhancing the
State’s annual subsidy by 10 lakhs had the desired
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result. The enhancement was postponed for another
term of ten years.
THE SECOND PERIOD

Now began the period of positive improvement.
In 1886-37 was inaugurated a scheme of Tank Restora-
tion, in which the ryot population had to bear its share
in the form of work, The Department of Archzology
was also started in the same year. An Industrial and
Agricultural Exhibition was organized in i887. The
year 1889 is remarkable for-a further extension of the
activities of the Department of Public Works in the
direction of irrigation, roads and bridges and sanitary
improveinents for the City of Mysore. The next year
saw theactual undertaking of the Bangalore-Hindupur
Railway line and somec attempts for the Industrial
development of the State. At this time (18go) was
started also the generous scheme of State Life Insu-
rance for the benefit of public servants. The much-
debated scheme of competitive exmination for the
Mysore Civil Service was launched forth in 1891-92
and the privilege of clecting Municipal Councillors
was granted to the cities of Bangalore and Mysore
the same year. Reform of the Muzrai department
was taken on hand at this time. The State had to
pass through a sceverc distress owing to failure of
rains in 1891, and measures of relief were concerted
on a careful and liberal plan. In 1893 were begun the
works for water-supply to the cities of Bangalore and
Mysore, which works have made the late Dewan’s
name a house-hold word. In recognition of these
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‘meritorious services, the Government of India decorat-
ed him witha K, C. S. L.

The year 1894 is notcworthy, among other things,
for a schemec of Agricultural Banks, the undertaking
of the old project of the well-known Marikanave, the
formation of the Geological Department and the
passing of the Regulation to prevent Infant Marriages,
A large project of Railway-extension was also
contemplated. But all the progress which a series
of prospcrous years and the careful husbanding of
the State’s resources-had rendered possible, was
brought to a standstill by the untimely death of His
ITighness Sri Chamarajendra  Wodeyar Bahadur.
The mournful event opened a new chapter in the
history of Mysore as well as in that of its Dewan,
For the former,—indeed for all India,~it meant the
setting back of the clock of progress for half a century,
as the late Mr, Ranade is said to have pathetically
remarked at the time. For the latter, it meant the
stillness of that one voice, whose advice alonc he was
50 long accustomed to scck and obey. Henceforward,
he had often to enter into compromise with a body
which was not altogether agreeable to his inflexible
temperament. Doubtless he subordinated his own
inclination to duty; he could not, however, com-
pletely set aside worry and vexation.

THE THIRD PERIOD

Not long after the passing away of His High-
ness, the old beaatiful Palace at Mysore, rich in its
historic associations, was destroyed by a firc (18g6),
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and the year 1898 introduced into the State that most
dreaded of Death’s minions, the Plague. But the
administration continued to be brilliant and beneficent
under the * enlightened guidance ” of Her Highness
the Maharani-Regent whose ¢ unfailing tact and dis-
cretion ” and “ example of public and domestic
virtue” (Lord Curzon) commanded universal admira-
tion.

Works of public utility received as great atten-
tion as before, The western suburb of the City of
Bangalore was laid out in 1836. The celebrated
Victoria Hospital and the first Students’ Hostel in
the State were built in 1897. In 1899 took place
His Highness the Maharaja’s marriage. The same
year saw the opening out of two more extensions
towards the North and the South of Bangalore,
known as Malleswaram and Basavangudi, as
well as the beginning of that magnificent, one
might almost say immortal, monument of Seshadri
Iyer’s brain-power and courage,—the Cauvery Power
Scheme. Towards the close of the busy century, a
feeling of weariness over took this busy soul. After
years of strenuous toil, Seshadri Iyer grew eager
for peace, and in August 1goo took a furlough for
seven months as preparatory for retirement. She
who had been a life-long sharer in his joys and
sorrows and to whose goodness people ascribed his.
prosperity in life,—may be, a freak of supersti-
tion, yet significant,~—had left his side rendering
him lonely in life. After an illness of about a
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month, he passed away on the 1gth of September
Igor,

Life's race well run;

Life's work well done ;

Life's crown well won;
Now comes rest.

CHARACTERISTICS

Landmarks of Seshadri Tyer’s stewardship abound
-on every side to-day,—and they will long remain so—
reminding us of what he was and what he did. Even
the hasty birds’-eye-view that we have just taken
suffices to impress one with the progressive character
of his ideas and achievements. Flourishing Colleges
and High Schools, elementary and technical Schools,
improved roads and bridges, reservoirs repaired or
rebuilt, water and light supply, scientifically organised,
extended railway, cxpanded towns—these were the
features of Mysore when he retired from her service.
And what he left behind in the form of plans and
proposals to be carried out by his successors was
itself of no mean value.

More than all these are the despatches and docu-
ments which emanated from his pen. They form a
treasure in themselves, to be resorted to in times of
perplexity by succeeding administrators, The reader
might be here referred to the agreement which he
.concluded with the Government of Madras in 1892 on
the question of water-rights. The archives of the
Secretariat at Bangalore are full of such minutes
and memoranda on almost every conceivable topic
connected with the State. They either enunciate
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On the 25th of March 1881 took place one of
the happiest events in the annals of Mysore as well
as in those of British supremacy in India, —an event
not less glorious than the most magnificent military
triumph,~—namely, the Rendition of Mysore. Amid
universal rejoicings, His Highness Sri Chamarajendra
Wodeyar Bahadur was installed on the throne of
his forefathers and invested with powers of adminis-
tration, Rangacharlu was on the same day made
the Dewan and President of the Consultative Council.
His position was by no .means a cushion of
roses, The task was stupendous, the resources
slender and the atmosphere uncongenial. Many
were the men who regarded Rangacharlu as an alien,
an adventurer, and an upstart. But subsequent
history and his own private correspondence prove be-
yond the possibility of a doubt, that Rangacharlu was
a true friend of the people, a selfless patriot to whom
good government wasa religion, and a stastesman born
to the position he held, as it were. He had to recon-
struct an entire State on new plans and principles,
with inefficient assistance and an impoverished people,
surrounded, moreover, by hosts of enemies. His chief
concern therefore was to gather around himself the most
capable and trustworthy men in service. Seshaderi
Iyer was of course the first among these. He was
taken on special duty and entrusted with the work
of drafting certain regulations and rules, He did
this work in his own thorough fashion, which can be
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the Dewan and the Representatives. A Standing
Committee was formed to carry on the work of the
Assembly all the year round, and inconvenient inter-
pellations in regard to Government's doings became
common.

With the Royal father of the Assembly vanished
that wholesome influence which was compelling
Seshadri lyer to be respectful towards it. His task
now became simpler in regard to the troublesome
institution. He could deal with it in a manner that
would not have been tolerated before. The *“so-called”
Standing Committee was disbanded. Members were
told that Government had the means of knowing what
was best in each case and that their evidence was
“not of the slightest use.”  Hard questions and curt
replies were substituted for calm deliberation. This
unseemly antagonism between the leaders of the
people and the leader of the Goverpment raged loud
and furious and never came to'an end in his life-time,

It might perhaps be said for Seshadri Iyer, that
the “ advanced party ” of the Representative Assembly
was a small minority, that it took no notice of the rest
of the members who were far behind in the race for
political privileges, and that he disregarded theminority
in consideration of the condition of this large majority.
The basis of such a contention is no doubt partly true.
The members, as well as the subjects they brought up,
presented a hopeless medley of all shades of opinion
and feeling, from the serious to the silly, from a grave
constitutional issue to a cringing request for a half-
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holiday for some sectarian feast. But Seshadri Iyer's
attitude towards the progressivists can on no account
be regarded as one of sympathy; it certainly was not
such as could have won the approbation of Ranga-
charlu in whose path he solemnly promised to tread
in 1883. The reason for this strange inconsistency
is perhaps to be found in the fact that he was instinc-
tively one of those who believe :—

Yor forms of government let fools contest ;
Whatever is best administored is best.

So in regard to the Regency Council. This
institution was called iato being

because there can be no guarantee that the destinies of
Mysore will continue to be guided during the long period for
which arrangements have now to be made, by the able minister
Sir K. Seshadri Iyer, whose administration was so successful
in the past: and inconvenience and danger are foreseen if his
assistance were to be suddenly withdrawn, unless there
were at the time existing, and in working order, an organized
machinery for carrying on the Executive Government. Both
for this reason and also because it is desirable to afford the
Dewan some meanure of reliaf in dealing with the mass of work
which now comes before him as Chief Hxecutive Officer in the
Jtate, itis considered by Governmaent to be indispensably neces-
tary that the council now to be constituted should take an active
ind not merely a nominal share in the adminiatration of affairs,

This meant certain deceatralization of power
ind was hence a source of annoyance to Seshadri
yer. But it was his good fortune to encounter in
he Council chamber foemen, so to say, quite worthy
f his steel,~-men possessed of knowledge, wisdom
nd sincerity. The names of Mr. P. Chentsal Rao,
fr, T. R. A. Thamboo Chetty and Sir P. N. Krishna
foorthi are even to-day mentioned with profound
espect everyWhere in the State. In differing from

he Dewan-——as they very often did—they had no
9
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motive of either embarassing him or advancing their
OWn interests ; and many are the good results attri-
buted to their good sense and independence.

Reference might be made here also to the fact
that the village courts which, in October 1883,
Sesh adri Iyer promised to introduce had to wait till
October 1913 to obtain legislative sanction. It is
- rather significant that this measure of self-govern-
ment was never subsequently thonght about.

Seshadri Iyer gave willing help to the growth
and development of Municipalities and Local Boards.
He had, on the whole, neither a: fervid enthusiasm
nor a wanton hatred for the principle of self-govern-
ment. His attitude could be favourable to it; but
bis aptitude was not for it. He would tolcrate and
even encourage it. But he would not reckon it as
the equal of the officialdom. He would condescend
to be its patron ; but he would not rise to be its mis-
sionary. When so much is said, enough will have
been caid to place him higher than most of his
compeers, both here and elsewhere.

CONCLUSION

In his attitude towards the social and religious
movements of his time, he was a reformer of the
moderate type,—a rational nationalist as some might
say. Sir William W. Hunter’s description of him as
one who had given his head to Herbert Spencer and
his heart to Parabrahma discloses his real character.

He encouraged foreign travel, having had a large
hand in the institution of the famous Damodar Dass
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Scholarships; was largely responsible for introducing
the Infant Marriage Regulation and gave his hearty
support to women’s education. But his heart lay in
the Katha Upanishad. He was a great lover of
Samskrit literature and the Vedanta; and would often
snatch a quiet half-hour from a busy day to hear
some favourite Vedic passage read. The Oriental
Library of Mysorc owes its existence to his love of
the anciant culture of the land.

Personally he was a generous, estimable man, affec-
tionate towards friends and relatives and full of love
for everything good and beauntiful. © His lifc is full of
lessons for the rising gencration,—lessons of aspira-
tion, industry, integrity, perscverance, sagacity, fore-
thought and courage. His intellect and his expres-
sion were always characterised by vigour ; and stories
are still current of how his brain used to be active
dynamo-like at all hours of the day and cven of the
night. He set hard mathematical problems to hig
“ boys,” it would appear; at bed time and demanded
solution; the next morning. The one word that can
express such a personality is-—energy.

Sir Seshadri Iyer’s eminent services to the State
were publicly acknowledged by his successor; and
speaking as President of the Indian National Congress
at Calcutta, Mr. (now Sir) D. E. Wacha expressed
what the whole country had felt about the ¢ distin-
guished Dewan of the Mysore State ™ :

In him the country loses an administrator of the highest
capacity and most matuced experience. He was the latest
instanee of the Indian statesman who had shown himself cap-
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able of governing fully an indigenous State with as much skilt
aud capacity, judgment and discrimination, tact and sympathy
as some of the greateat of English administrators who have
loft their mark on British Indian history., 8ir Seshadri has
now gone to swell that illuatrious roll of modern Indian
statesmen. . ”

A fine tribute to the statesmanship of Sir Sesha-
dri Iyer was paid by Lord Curzon in his memorable
speech at the present Maharaja’s Installation when his
Lordship referred to the remarkable career of the
Rajyadhurandhara who * for 18 years wielded an
authority that left its mark upon evecy branch of the
administration.” We may! conclude this sketch with
the no less remarkable words of Lord Hardinge who,
in unveiling the statue of the illustrious statesman,
fixed his position for ever among the great figures in
our history. Said his Lordship :

Bir Seshadri Iyer has thus left a record behind him which.
marks him out, with Sir S8alar Jung of Hyderabad, Raja Sir
Dinkar Rao of Gwalior and Sir T, Madhava Rao of Indore and
Baroda, as a member of that group of Indian statesmen whose
fame has apread far beyond the borders of where they laboured
#0 faithfully and so well and whogse names will remain as a last-
ing example to their succeasors.



Mr. V. P. Madhava Rao.
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R. V. P. MADHAVA RAO, C. L. E,, is one of

the most prominent of Indian Administrators

of recent times. He has had the unique distinction

of having held the high office of Dewan or Prime

Minister in three of the most enlightened Indian
States, viz., Travancore, Mysore and Baroda.

Mr. Madhava Rao has had the rare advantage
of acquiring administrative experience and achieving
distinction both under the British Government and
the Governments of Indian Statcs. For he entered
Mysore service fully over a decade before the Rendis
tion of 1881 and had already risen to a high position
in that service when the State passed into the hands
of His Highness the late Maharaja Chamarajendra
Wodeyar. Mr. Madhava Rao proved a success in
many departments of public service and showed
beyond doubt that an Indian could fill with distinc-
tion any post however onerous and responsible the
duties attaching to it may be.

EARLY LIFE

Viswanath Patankar Madhava Rao comes of an
ancient family of Mahratta Deshastha Brahmins,
long settled in Tanjore, who are supposed to have
emigrated from the Satara District to South
India, in the wake of the Mahratta conquest of
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Tanjore. Born in 1850, he was educated in the
Kumbakonam College under the distinguished educa-
tionist, Mr. W. A. Porter, and took the B. A. degree
of the Madras University in 186g. Even in his
College days, he was thought of highly by his
Principal, who was much attached to him and who,
struck by his *independence of thought,” entertained
& “high opinion of his personal character.”

IN MYSORE SERVICE

In 1870 Mr. Madhava Rao entered the Mysore
service as a clerk in'the office’ of the Guardian of
His Highness, the late Maharaja, and was soon made
Head Master of the Royal School, where His High-
ness the late Maharaja was being educated under
the guardianship of Colonel G. B. Malleson, C.S.L,
Mysore being at that time under British Adminis-
tration. Mr. Madhava Rao was not long in service
before he camc under the notice of the British
officers, who gave him a start in the general adminis-
tration as Public Prosecutor. Captain T. G. Clarke
Wwho was Commissioner of the Nandidroog Division,
predicted for Mr. Madhava Rao even at such an
early date, a brilliant future and wrote :—

Colonel Malleson under whom he (Mr. Madhava Rao)
served, has also spoken of him in flattering terms and in
entering the administrative branch of the service, therefore,.
he starts with a high promise of obtaining distinetion in the
public service.

Sometime later, Colonel T, Clerk, Commissioner
of the Mysore Division, recorded that * Mr. Madhava
Rao’s character was good and his abilities were of
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the highest order.”” In the course of a decade, when
the administration was handed back to the late
Maharaja, Mr. Madhava Rao had worked his way
up through the diffcrent grades to the position of a
Subordinate Judge.
A CHELA OF TWO GKEAT DEWANS
~ Mr. Madhava Rao had, from the beginning, the
rare good fortune of being associated with the ablest
and mest popular of the Dewans of Mysore, iz, the
late Mr. Rangacharlu. In fact, Mr. Rangacharlu had
gathered about him a few of the tising and talented
young men in the service. Mr. Madhava Rao was
the youngest and the most privileged member of the
circle, ane of the most distinguished of the others
being the late Sir Seshadri Iyer, Mr. Rangacharlu’s
successor in the Dewanship.  In this select circle the
various administrative reforms set on foot by Dewan
Rangacharlu were freely discussed and given shape
to. Mr. Madhava Rao thus came to have intimate ac-
quaintance with the details of administration, even
before entering the administrative branches of the
service. It is no wonder that, thus equipped, he was
able to effect those administrative reforms in Travan-
core and Mysore as Dewan, which have alrcady earned
for him the warm appreciation and regard and
gratitude of the people and of the Governments
concerned.
AS DISTRICT OFFICER
On the death of Mr. Rangacharlu, Mr, (afterwards
Sir) Seshadri Iyer succeeded to the Dewanship of
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Mysore, and Mr. Madhava Rao exchanged the Judicial
for the Revenue Department and was, in a few years,
posted as Deputy Commissioner of the Shimoga Dis-
trict. In Shimoga Mr. Madhava Rao proved himself an
executive officer of the best type. His accessibility
to men of all grades, his readiness to hear and redress
grievances, the interest he took in the welfare of the
agricultural population and the many works under-
taken by him for improving the sanitation of towns
and villages in providing drinking water, in opening
out roads and in planting ‘avenues and restoring irri-
gation tanks and generally looking after the interests
of the people, won for him their love and respect. It
was when he was Deputy Commissioner of Shimoga
that the first town extension in the State was carried
out by him in Sagar and the extension was named
after the late Maharaja of Mysore. Sir Oliver St.
John, the then British Resident, who happened to be
touring through the District, formed a high opinion
of him and congratulated the late Maharaja of
Mysore on having in his service an officer of Mr.
Madhava Rao’s stamp, As Deputy Commissioner of
Bangalore he devised and successfully carried out the
system of granting rvelief to weavers who were
almost the first to suffer when famine appeared.
This system was subsequently adopted in Madras and
has now become a recognised method of relief,
AN INDIAN INSPECTOR-GENERAL OF POLICE

After being a District Officer for nearly scven

years, Mr, Madhava Rao was appointed Inspector.
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General of Police, and he has laid the Indian com-
munity under a heavy obligation to him by having,
as the First Indian Inspector-General of Police,
helped to dispel the then prevailing idea that
Indians were unfit to hold independent charge of
any office in which power of organization, firmness,
initiative and resourcefulness arc essential for the
efficient discharge of public duties. As Inspector-
General of Police, he re-organised the force, improved
its tone and established the well-known Police School
at Bangalore, which has done so much useful work
since and has served as a model for similar schools in
Madras and Bengal. | It was in connection with the
Police Schoal that Mr. Madhava Rao solved the prob-
lem of giving equality of opportunity to the different
classes cf the community for gratifying their legitimate
ambition to serve in the Government of their country,
Knowiny that the classes who made good executive
officers were rather backward in intellectual capacity,
he decidzd to start a training school for the officers
ind graduated the test for admission so as to permit of
roung men of intellectually backward communities
retting an entrance into it equally with the more
orward classes. Accordingly if the candidate was a
3rabmin he insisted on his having passed the
fatriculation examination as the minimum qualifica-
ion. For non-Brahmin Hindus he fixed the Middle
thool test and for Mahomedans he was satisfied if
1e candidate could read and write and knew some
sithmetic.
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PLAGUE RELIEF

Such was the reputation Mr, Madhava Rao had
acquired for himself as a capable administra-
tor that when Mysore was threatened with plague,
the Resident, Sir Donald Robertson, at once
recommended him as the only officer who could be
entrusted with the delicate and responsible duties con-
nected with plague administration. Her Highness
the Maharani Regent, accordingly appointed him
as Plague Commissioner.in-addition to his duties
as Inspector-General = of  Police. This appoint-
ment afforded Mr. Madhava Rao an excellent oppor-
tanity for giving full play to his powers of organisa=
tion and administration.

The difficulties connected with the enforcing of
the rather severe measures which were then in vogue,
such as compulsory evacuation and disinfection and
getting the people exposed to infection to submit to
inoculation are now matters of history., In Mysore
there was even greater opposition to these measures
than in other parts of India, but Mr. Madhava Rao
rendered a good account of himself by carrying on
the campaign with great bumanity and firmness.

For his services as Plague Commissioner the
Regency granted him a substantial bonus and the
Government of India conferred on Mr. Madhava Rao
the Companionship of the Indian Empire and also.
gave him the Kaiser.i-Hind Gold Medal in the first.
year of its institution.
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AS REVENUE COMMISSIONER AND COUNCILLOR

While still engaged in the arduous work of
Plague Commissioner, Mr. Madhava Rao was
appointed a Member of the Council of Regency and.
was entrusted with the Revenue portfolio. In 1go1
when His Highness the present Mabaraja of Mysore
was installed on the throne of his ancestors, Mr.
Madhava Rao was specially selected to improve the
working of the Revenue Department and was
appointed Revenue Commissioner, in addition to his
duties as Member of Council.

M:. Madhava Rao was the first to be appointed
as Revenue Commissioner, an office which was
created with a view to seccuring greater and more
direct control and supervision for the important branch:
of the administration which deals with land revenue:
and allicd matters.

AS DEWAN OF TRAVANCORE

After a couple of years' service as Revenue:
Commissioner and Councillor, Mr. Madhava Rao was,
in March 1904, invited by His Highness the Maharaja
of Travancore, to be his Dewan. On the eve of his
departure to Travancore he was specially entertained
by the European community of the Civil and Military
Station, Bangalore, in the Mayo Hall. Sir James
and Lady Bourdillon attended it and Mr. Madhava
Rao who was as great a favourite with the European
as with his own community had a splendid send-off.
The Resident, Sir James Bourdillon, used to say that
Mr. Madhava Rao’s career had much in common with
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that of Sir Dinkar Rao of Gwalior. He was also enter-
tained in the Mylapore Club in Madras, where Sir
S. Subramania Iyer and Sir Bashyam Iyengar and
the elite of Madras society joined in congratulating
him and Travancore on his selection for the Dewane
ship of that State.
A SCHEME OF LAND REVENUE

Within the short period of two years, as Dewan
of Travancore, Mr. Madhava Rao managed to intro-
duce some reforms of a far.reaching character. First
and foremost, stands-the re-organization of the Settle-
ment Department. The scheme of land revenue settle-
ment in Travancore was framed by the late Dewan
Ramiengar, C.s.1., and was practically based on the
Madras system, but in the hands of his successors the
scheme had undergone many changes with a tend-
ency to go back to the former antiquated method of
assessment and registration, the result being that
operations which were estimated to be completed in
nine years at a cost of 15 lakhs of Rupees, had gone
on for 21 years and cost the State 49 lakhs of Rupees
and yet no taluq had been settled in the proper sense
of the term. Mr. Madhava Rao went into the causes
of this delay and of excessive cost with his accus.
tomed thoroughness and, although the Madras system
was not familiar to him, he with the eye of a practised
administrator, was able to detect the weakness of the
existing method and framed a new scheme under
which he showed that the whole settlement opera-
tions could be completed in four years at a cost of ten
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lakhs of Rupees. The new scheme has since been
worked out and has proved an unqualified success.
It must also be mentioned that, in introducing the
new scheme of settlement, Mr, Madbava Rao was
able to abolish the obnoxious system of levying fines
on Service Inam Lands, sometimes amounting to 25
and 4o times the assessment, before they were con-
firmed to the holders, as also the extortionate fines
sometimes amounting to 40 times the assessment on
what were called * escheat cases.”
RE-ORGANIZATION OF FINANCE

The accounts' and finances of the State, which
were in great confusion, were entrusted to a
financia! expert and the re-organization of the ac-
counts and audit department within such a short time,
elicited the warm approval of the Government of
Madras. How antiquated and inefficient the old
system was, can be gathered from the single fact
that the accounts of eighteen years had not been
audited und  the advances for the period not ad-
justed. ‘Within a few months of Mr. Madhava Rao’s
taking charge of the Dewanship of Travancore, he
was able to introduce the British system of daily
audit.

EXCISE ADMINISTRATION

Mr. Madhava Rao’s energies were directed to-
other departments as well. A new department called.
the Excise Department was organised and was made
responsible for the management of salt, abkari,
tobacco, customs and other items of separate revenue,,
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.yielding 45 lakhs or nearly half the total revenue of
the State.
EDUCATION
Much had been done for education in Travancore
in previous administrations and in fact, Travancore
stood first in point of expenditure on education in
proportion to revenue and also in regard to literacy,
During Mr. Madhava Rao’s administration, the princi-
ple was laid down that no child in the State, what-
ever his caste or social position, should be allowed to
grow up without the rudiments of education. As a
first step towards realising this ideal, free education
was given to all the backward classes,
MANAGEMENT OF TEMPLES
Great abuses had grown up in connection with
“the management of temples in Travancore. Non-
Hindus and the lower classes among the Hindus
"had to pay fines for polluting Hindu temples and
sacred tanks without being given a chance to be heard
in their defence. In performing the purificatory rites,
the priest's decision as regards the ceremonies to be
performed and the sums to be spent on the same was
final and the civil authorities summarily levied the
fines fixed by the priests. Minister after minister had
allowed these abuses to take their course without
check. Within a few wecks of his taking charge of his
new duties, Mr. Madhava Rao had to deal with a case
in which unjust fines had been levied from innocent
owners of animals and from Christians who were
supposed to have polluted a temple. He quashed all
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the proceedings as illegal and the Maharaja of
Travancore was soon persuaded to declare that the
practice should be discontinued. The scale of ex-
penses for the purificatory rites was to be fixed by a
commissioner appointed for the purpose and thou-
sands of rupees have been saved to the State as the
result of this reform.
THE SRI MULAM ASSEMBLY

Another important measure and the one that will
stand for ever as a memorial to the far sighted states-
manship of Mr. Madhava Rao's administration of
Travancore is the institution of the Popular Assembly
which meets and discusses public questions every
year at the capital, under the presidency of the
Dewan. Mr. Madhava Rao was later on able to
securc from the enlightened Maharaja the privilege of
election for this unique institution.

TAXATION

But the measure that will ever be associated
with his Dewanship and which has benefited the
people most and entitled him to their lasting grati-
tude, is the abolition of what is known as taxation in
kind. Under this system the taxes on lands due to
‘Government from the people were payable partly in
money and partly in kind. The payment in kind
was not a fixed proportion of the actual produce of
the land for the year, but a fixed quantity assessed
n cach field and the ryot had to pay it every year
without regard to the nature of the harvests. Even
vhen there was a total failure of the crops, the ryot



144 INDIAN STATESMEN

had to find the paddy payable by him and deliver it
into the Sarkar granary. The ryot was compelled
to pay nearly 30 per cent. more than the quantity
entered in his rent-roll to cover the loss caused by
wastage, and damage by rats; and when issuing
paddy to the temples and feeding houses, much less
was actually supplied to the temples and institations,
than what was entered in the accounts as payable to
them. This was managed by the village officials
with the help of the low-paid temple servants. There
was in this system scope for peculation, fraud and
fabrication of accounts. Detection was almost im-
possible as both receipts and disbursements were
shown in money values at rates that prevailed more
than half-a-century ago which were more than 500
per cent. below current prices.

The substitution of money payments at a reason-
able rate was hailed by the ryots asan immense
relief and when the abolition of payment in kind
was announced, the Dewan was flooded with
congratulatory  telegrams and addresses from
all parts of the country. While engaged in seeing
these reforms carried out, Mr. Madhava Rao was
offered in March 1906, the Dewanship of Mysore, the
State in which he had spent the best part of his life.

On the eve of his departure from Trivandrum
Mr. Madhava Rao was given a magnificent send-off
by all classes and communities and presented with an

address of which the following is an extract :—

All Travancore knows how energetic your administration
during these two years has been, what wholesome and purify-
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ing influence you have exercised on the service and what
monumental record of administrative reform and progress you
have initiated and achieved. Among the reforms we need
oply mention your achievementz in the Departments of Finance
and Revenue Settlement; and among the boons conferred on
the country during your Dewanship stande foremost the Shri
Mulam Popular Assembly. the inception of which waas due as
much to your high-souled administrative policy as to His
Highneas, well-known solicitude for the welfare of his subjects.
With the institution of the S8hri Mulam Popular Assembly and
the unique political privilege that has been granted to the
preople of electing their representatives to it, your administra-
tion will for ever be honourably and gratefully associated;
while for the abolition of taxation inkind and of Vilayartham
Irayili lands, your name will be blessed with fervour for long
generations to come. Short as your connection with this State
has been, you have helped us to infuse a new tone and spirit
into the administration. and to inapire the people with some-
thing of your own enthusiasm for progress. While the ability,
courtesy and dignity with which you have conducted yourself
in your high office, your coolness of head and calmness of
demeanour; your invincible rectitude and courage, and your
liberal views and high ideals, have won for you universal
esteem and regard, your unfailing sympathy for the people has
made you emphatically the people’s Dowan,

AS DEWAN OF MYSORE
Mr. Madhava Rao’s return to Mysore was hailed
by all classes of the people. This is what the
Madras Mail said about his appointment in its issue

of the 23rd March 1906,

The recall of Mr. V. P. Madhava Rao, C. I. E, to take the
helm of the State which is at last confirmed to-day will meet
with general approval. As Dewan of Travancore, Mr. Madhava
Rao has diaplayed not only thatenergetic insistance on improve.
ment, which all who knew, expected but a wise and statesman-
like foresight and patience, such as mark him out to be
numbsred with the best of native administrators. Mr. Madhava
Rao possesses a personality of considerable dignity, and always
commands attention and respect, of energetic character and
proud spirit, yet kindly and courteous to all, with a marked
talent for municipal administration, 8 wide and sound know-
ledge of Judicial, Revenue and Police Departmments of the
Mynsore service he has earned the esteem and respect of all.

Mr. Madhava Rao commences thia final and higher stage
in bis carser under the happiest of auspices, with all the

10
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ualifications uneceasary to ensure the complete success of his
administration,

RETRENCHMENT AND REFORM

During the three years of his Dewanship the
State made considerable progress in several directions,
The machinery of Government underwent some
notable changes. The Civil Service was re-organised
and the competitive system re-introduced on an im-
proved basis. A Legislative Council was established for
the first time in Mysore. The first steps were taken
for the separation of Executive and Judicial functions.
Rules were framed for the more efficient working of
the district and taluq establishments. By means of
agricultural exhibitions and demonstration of the
working of improved implements and through the
medium of the agricultural journal, knowledge of
scientific agriculture was spread among thc rural
community. The co-operative movement received
his special attention and a large number of so-
cieties were brought into existence replacing the
agricultural banks which had proved a failyre,
The financial system was thoroughly overhauled.
A famine relief fund was created in 1906-0Y
without dislocating the finances of the State and
every year a sum of Rs. two lakhs s being
added to it. A committee consisting of two Coun-
cillors was formed with a view to effect retrench-
ments in the departments in which costly establish-
ments were being maintained without any adequate
return for the money spent.. Mr. Madhava Rao's
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policy was one of Retrenchment and Reform and
Reduction of Taxation.
FISCAL REFORMS

Among the more important of his fiscal reforms
may be mentioned the abolition of the Halat tax
which was a kind of export duty on supari and bore
heavily on tbe supari industry. The abolition invol.
ved the surrender of a revenue of nearly 4 lakhs of
Rupers. This was the outcome of about 20 years’
agitation started by Mr. Madhava Rao against the
oppressiveness of the settlement rates imposed on the
supari gardens of ‘the Mainad. It was when Mr.
Madhava Rao returned as Dewan in 1906, and had
to deal with the Revisional Settlement of Sagar, that
he had an opportunity for giving substantial relief
to the ryots and carrying out his recommendations in
their entirety., The rates were reduced by more than
50 per cent. and the tax abolished altogether.

ALL ROUND IMPROVEMENTS

The result of this'far reaching relicf was seen in
the revival of the industry within a few years and the
return of prosperity to the tract, New gardens are
springing up and depots for supari have been opened
in Shimoga itself since the extension of the Railway
toit. The evils of sandalwood monopoly were greatly
mitigated and the ryots were given a share in the
value of sandalwood growing on their lands. The
municipal regulation now in force in the State, which
was passed during his administration, bears evidence
of his democratic tendencies. He was instrumental
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in giving a pure water supply to the important towns
of Shimoga and Haripur. He was the first to realise
the claims of outlying stations to have their require-
ments in the way of drainage and water supply
attended to equally with those of the capital cities.
A scheme for the improvement of the famous place of
pilgrimage, Melkote, was sanctioned.

It was during his Dewanship that the question
of the institution of the Department of Public Health
assumed a practical shape-and a regularly organised
department with a qualified staff of sanitary officers
for districts and talugs under = the control of a
Sanitary Commissioner was brought into existence

It has demoastrated its usefulness by the good
work it has turned out, = Indigenous medicine received
support, and a college for tecaching Ayurvedic medi-
cine was established in Mysore. The third installa-
tion of the Cauvery Power Scheme cost the sum of
Rupees 12 lakhs, Electric light to the Civil and
Military Station, Bangalore, was supplied and for-
mally inaugurated on the Ist January, 1go6.

FREE EDUCATION

That important branch of the administration vts,,
Education, received full attention from Mr, Madhava
Rao. It was during his Dewanship that Primary
Education was made free, that the minimum pay
of the village school master was raised to Rs. 10/-;
that manual training and kindergarten were intro-
duced in all the schools, as also religious and moral
instruction.
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VILLAGE SELF-GOVERNMENT

But the distinctive feature which distinguished
Mr. Madhava Raq’s career from that of other Indian
administrators is the recognition by him of the fact
that no substantial or permanent good will result
from mercly improving the machinery of Govern-
ment if the people are not trained in habits of self-
reliance and  self-help.  Having been brought wup in
a district in which the village communal life was
still alive although nearly -smothered by the over-
government of the = bureaucracy, his ambition
was to see the old village panchayat and village
self-government restored to its pristine  purity,
The utter neglect of the village tanks in Mysore
and the hopelessness of getting  their eair
and - upkecp attended to by the Government
agency suggested to him the idea of awakening and
bringing into full play the old communal spirit which
had helped to cover the whole face of India with
self-governing village communities and which were
described by early British administrators as so many
little republics. He worked at this idea long and the
presence of the Irrigation Commission at Bangalore
afforded him an opportunity of framing a scheme of
village self-government by first formaulating proposals
for the tanks in villages being handed over to a
Committee of members elected by the villagers them-
selves, This is not the place for entering into the
details of the scheme but Mr. Madhava Rao gave
much thought to it and had the satisfaction of sceing
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it brought before the New Council in the form of a
bill. The Regulation has since been passed. It must
be a source of gratification to all well-wishers of
village-self-government that a bill on the lines of the
Tank-Panchayat Regulation has been introduced in
the Madras Legislative Council. The scheme con-
tains the germs of real self-rule, and if worked
under wise and sympathctic guidance is bound - to
restore to India the little self-contained republics

of old.
TWO UNPOPULAR MEASURES

Mr. Madhava Rao has had his full share of
blame allotted to him in regard to two distinct
measures, The first is the Mysore Mines Regulation
of 1906. In regard to this legislation no elaborate
attempt at justification 1is necessary. Sufficient
answer to the criticisms passed on it is provided by
the fact that it is no innovation and the Regulation
was based on the facts bearing on the working of
gold mines in Australia and South Africa. It must
also be noted that he was only responsible for pub-
lishing the Regulation, it having been passed during
the previous regime. The Newspaper Regulation is
another measure that has been disapproved. It is
true that certain of its features deserve to be re-
considered and Mr. Madhava Rao himself had
prepared an amended Regulation in accordance
with a promise he had given in the Representative
Assembly but his term was over before it could be
passed.
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A THREE-YEARS RECORD
It will thus be seen that, on the whole, his three

years of Dewanship in Mysore were marked by con-
tinued financial prosperity and he had a large share
in the retrenchments made and reforms introduced in
the different departments of the State. This is What
the * Vokkaligara Sangha,” an association formed for
promoting the interest of the agricultural community
of Mysore numbering nearly a third of the total popu-
lation, said of his Dewanship, in an address presented
to him immediately on his retirement 1—

During your regime you inaugurated a number of reforms
conceived in a liberal epirit, and thore is no doubt, that they
will promote the prosperity and the good of the people. The
establishment of the Legislative Council for making Laws and
Regulations, the orgunisation of 4 Department of Public Health
for the prevention of disease and improvement of sanitation,
the appointment of a veterinary officer to look after the eon-
dition of cattle, the publication of an agricultural Gazette for
the dissemination of improved knowledge in agriculture, the
popularising of the cattle shows and agricultural exhibitions, the
gradua) displacement of old agricultural banks by Co-operative
Cra - -iaties the craatin of a Famine Reserve Fund, the

ie minimum pay of thevillage school masters, the

\ of religious and moral education in schools and
co e abolition of achool fees in village schools in order
to place henefit of elementary education within the reach
of the poorest classcs, e introduction of 8loyd and Kinder-
garten instruction into schools, the elaboration of a system of
local self-government based on the ancient Panchayat system
in connection with the village Tank Panchayat Bill, the aboli-
tion of the sandal monopoly and of Hala? or duty on arecanut
are all notable events in your administration for which youw
have earned the gratitude of the people of Mysore.

OTHER ACTIVITIES
Since his retirement from the Dewanship of
Mysore Mr. Madhava Rao toured through the whole
of India with a view to study the conditions of the
different parts of the Empire. He has been of
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opinion that for the uplift of India it is cssential that
facility should be given to the masses to learn
Sanskrit, as it is through that language that direct
access can be had to the ancient stores of Hindu cul-
ture and spirituality. He was of immense help to his
Holiness the late Jagadguru of Sringeri, in founding
what is known as the Indian Sanskrit Institute in
Bangalore, where higher learning in Sanskrit is being
imparted under the ancient method. There is a
movement on foot to make the Institute the centre for
combining the Pandit method with the critical
method of Western nations.

Mr. Madhava Rao identified himself with the
District Conference in Tanjore and delivered an
address at the annual meeting in 1913 at Shiyali.
His address created some sensation as it contained a
vigorous attack on_the land policy of the British
Government in ryotwari tracts.. He condemned the
system of the recurring settlements anq said at
system had no justification either in anci mdu
practice or in the teachings of ecorromic science. His
contention, in brief, was that there is no such thing
as unearned increment in regard to agricultural land.
In the beginning of 1914, he had taken up the ques-
tion of the necessity of imparting instruction in non-
language subjects through the medium of the vernacu-
lars. The society which had been formed under the
auspices of Madras Mahajana Sabha invited him to
take an active part in the movement and he interest-
ed the Bishop of Madras and Mrs, Besant in it and
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secured their co-operation. One of the reasons which
induced Mr. Madhava Rao to advocate the system
was that it was necessary in order to bring the light
of modern knowledge to the masses and to bridge the
gulf between them and the English educated classes.
In order to facilitate the making of vernaculars the
mediumn of instruction, it is necessary, in his opinion,
to have our provinces re-distributed on a linguistic
basis. These and the formation of an Association for
the benefit of the young men of India on the lines of
the Y. M. C. A,, were engaging his active attention in
his retirement. He'is a life-member of the Y. M. 1. A.in
Madras, \When he was thus engaged in public move-
ments of various kinds, the call came from His High-
ness, the Maharaja of Gaekwar, inviting him to take up
the Dewanship of Baroda in March 1914.
MR. MADHAVA KAO IN BARODA

Soon after he took his office, Mr. Madhava Rao
presided over the sessions of the local Legislative
Council when the celebrated Raroda Purohit Bill was
hotly discussed. The object of the Bill being lauda-
ble, the nced for such a piece of legislation was accept-
ed by a majority of the Legislative Council. Before
discussing the details, Mr. Madhava Rao announced
the postponement of the discussion on the Bill sine
dte, so that both the people and the Government may
have sufficient time to give fuller consideration to the
details. Mr. Madhava Rao had a great hand in the
modification of some of the objectionable features of
the Bill, which he thought would work harshly upon
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the people affected, and the Baroda Purohit Act as
sanctioned by His Highness the Maharaja Saheb, was
published in the local “ Government Gazette”, at the
end of the year 1915, On August 4th, 1914, war
broke out between England and Germany, and soon
after its declaration, Mr. Madhava Rao presided over
a public meeting of the citizens of Baroda, when in a
neat little speech he voiced the deep and abiding
loyalty of the people and appealed to the people to
subscribe to the Imperial War Relief Fund, In the
year 1915, a Health Exhibition-was held in Baroda
to promote sanitation under the inspiration of
Mr. Madhava Rao. It was the first of its kind in
Baroda and was a great success.

In the same year Dr. Harold Mann of Poona,
visited Baroda and gave some lectures at one of
which Mr. Madhava Rao presided, when he, although
the responsible minister of an important state, boldly
advocated permanent settlement, and strongly denounc-
ed the policy of enbancing the land revenue assess-
ment at every revision settlement.

By a strange coincidence, a few days after, the
revision settlement of Mabuva Taluk of Navsari
District came for sanction when Mr. Madhava Rao is
said to have strongly advocated the cause of the
ryots. In the end a settlement for sixty years was
granted instead of for thirty years as originally
proposed. The rates were heavy, but it was some
consolation that they were not liable to be enhanced
for at least sixty years.
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During the same year, the First Sanskrit Con-
ference was held at Baroda, and a Sanskrit Pathshala
was cstablished as a result. The credit for the
idea of holding such a Conference was given to
Mr. Madhava Rao, by His Highness the Gzkwar
himself,

In 1916 Mr. Madhava Rao organised the First
Music Conference, and it is notcworthy that the
sessions f that Conference proved a great success.

Mr. Madhava Rao, prior to retirement, went
on a long lcave of three months from 8th May 1916
with a reputation for sound statesmanship, independ.
ence, and boldness, and as a tactful administrator.

Mr. Madhava Rao is essentially the people’s man
- and as such his views on Locol Self-Government and
village panchayats and on the institution of
Madhyastha Panchas (conciliators) are quite sound
and democratic, as may be seen from his remarks
regarding these subjects in the Baroda Administration
Report, for 1914-15. Inthe same Report he advo-
cates the recruiting of the public services of the State
by competitive examinations, a view with which all
men with practical wisdom will concur, His views.
on the industrial problems of the State are full of
sound statesmanship, and, if acted upon, it is quite
certain, the State will very shortly reach a high stage
of industrial efficicncy. He also advocates improve-
ments of administrative methods by the establishment
of administrative research in order tobring the several
departments of the State to an up-to-date condition
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and to remove antiquated mecthods and generally
improve the methods of work.

It can be seen from the facts already. set forth,
that Mr. Madhava Rao was out and out a people’s
man. A broad-minded toleration and a large-hearted
sympathy for the wants and grievances of the people
‘committed to his charge, and, a keen sense of justice
to secure for them their just rights, are the charac-
teristic and outstanding features of his administration.
The establishment of the Popular Assembly in
Travancore and the Legislative Council in Mysore
was undoubtedly the outcome of Mr. Madhava Rao’s
liberal proclivities,

Mr. Madhava Rao thinks that the Native States
are a great national asset and will play a great part
in the work of National regeneration. The rulers
and the ruled are bound together by ties of common
traditions and sentimcnt, and the Native Rulers are
always accessible to the humblest peasant to patiently
Lear his complaints, treat: him with sympathy and
then and there redress his grievances if they are
convinced that a wrong has been done. The chord
of sympathy that binds the rulers and the ruled
makes the administration not a mechanical lifeless
thing but a living reality to the people. There is
greater security of life and property in well-governed
Native States like Mysore, Baroda, Travancore etc.,
than in British India. Native Princes have a better
insight into the needs of their country and arc enabled
to introduce social legislation for the betterment of



MR. V. P. MADHAVA RAO 157

their subjects. Reforms like the Separation of Jndi-
cial and Executive functions and Compulsory Educa-
tion, for which British India has yet to wait, have
been introduced long ago in progressive Native States
like PBaroda and to some extent in Mysore.

To these views of Mr. Madhava Rao, it may be
added that the Native States have afforded the best
field for the development of administrative gifts,
powers of initiative and organisation in Indian adminis-
trators. They have produced such brilliant adminis-
trators 1s Raja Sir T, Madhava Rao, Raja Sir Dinkar
Rao, Sir Salar Jung, Rangacharly, Sir Seshadri Aiyar
and Mr. V. P. Madhava Rao himself who would have
shed glory upon the cabinet of any European nation
had they been born in those countries.

WORK 1IN BRITISH INDIA

Since his retirement from Baroda Mr. Madhava
Rao has found time to devote himself more frecly to
the political, social or religious movements in British.
India. On the publication of ‘the well-known Memo-
randum of the Nineteen Non-Official Members of the
Imperial Legislative Council on Post-War Reforms,
Mr. Madhava Rao gave his opinion on the subject in.
an excellent contribution to the Madras Masl, from
which the following extracts may be read with.
iaterest :

The fortunes of India are inextricably bound up with those -
f England, and, whatever the short-comings of England may
e, it is only through her that India can hope to become s self-
overning nation, Anything. therefore, that may weaken
ingland’s powsr cannot but tell on the well-being and Pros-
erity of India. Itis, on the other hand, te England's owa.
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intereat as an Imperial Power to do everything to strengthen
India's position so that she may become a self-supporting
and self-reliant nation within the Empire.

What India needs, and is ripe for, is Government of the
people, by the people and the full recognition of the principle
thatghere should be * no taxation without representation.”

This is a matter of no mere sentiment or aspiration, due to
borrowing fine phrases from the politics of the West without
understanding their meaning. Ut is a positive necessity for the
well-being of India and for the integrity of the Empire.

Mr. Madhava Rao’s interest in social and reli-
gious problems in India is well-known, During the
Christmas week of 1916, he was invited to preside
over the third All-India Hindu Conference at Luck-
now. In the course of his presidential address
he beld :

On social and religious questions the Government take
little or no interest. This is of course proper from their point
of view. But when the Gevernment becomes truly national,
socio-religious questions will becoms recognised fields of acti-
vity for Government as may be seen from the legislation
adopted in Mywsore and Baroda on the question of infant
marriage, But the fact of our having an alien Government
now thrown additional burden on the community as it will
have to look after its social evolution and the adjustment of
social ipstitutions to changing conditions. These functions the
Hindu Sabha will have to exercise sven on a larger scale when
self-rule has been given to Indie composed aa it is of different
races and creeds. It is thus that the question of having a
Hindu Sabha becomos all-important.

Mr. Madhava Rao’s interest in educational mat-
ters is no less keen. Presiding in April 1917, at the
Jubilee Celebration of the Kumbakonam College,
which  he left over half a century ago among
the very first batch of graduates, he laid stress on
the need for scholarship in Sanskrit and announced
that he would set apart funds that would yield an
annual income of Rs. roo to be associated with the
honoured name of Mr. Porter. '
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I melact Sanakrit, as it holds the key to literature in
philosophy and relizion which affords the beat aclution for the
problems of life and is caleulated to promote spiritual culture
in those that study it. The valua of this study in the scheme
of education will be all the better appreciated just now when
there is moral chaos in the western world, where religion,
divorced from sound philoscphy, has undermined the basis of
ethics and led to the promulgation of the doctrine that, where a
Btate is concerned, the eternal principles of justice, meroy and
humanity have no place in the dealings of one human being
with another. We are better placed than those western people.
As far am our education i& concerned, we cannot always
command the services of men of the ethical greatness of
Mr. Porter, but we have in our Epioce and Puranas, not to
mention the Vedas, examples of lives led, wheve truth, dharma
and justice have been placed above all personal considerations
and men and women, born and brought up as gentle princes and
princesses have undergona physieal and moral sufferings of the
most severe character rather than syrrender truth or perpetrate
an injustice.

In recognition of his ripe experience and varied
activities in public life, Mr. Madhava Rao wasinvited to
preside over the Madras Provincial Congress at Cudda-
lore in May 1g17. Thereafter Mr.Madhava Rao became
a lead:ng member of the Congress, actively associating
himself with the policy and programme of Congressmen
and guiding them in their agitation for full fledged res-
ponsible Government. He attended successive sessions
of the Congress. And when the historic announcement
of August 20 opened the road to political effort he
threw himself wholcheartedly into the struggle and
advocated the Congress cause with his wonted zeal
and authority. Doubtless his administrative experi-
ence in three principal Indian States gave his counsel
an authority which few Congressmen could command.
But side by side with his Congress work he continued
to take a leading part in the working of the Hindu
Sabha of which till his retirement from public life
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owing,to failing health he was an undisi)uted prota-
gonist, In fact during this period he was ever active
on Congress and Hindu Sabha platforms working
with equal vigour on behalf of either institutions.

In 1919 Mr. Madhava Rao led the Congress
delegation to England to give evidence before the
Parliamentary Committee on the Montagu report
and he took the occasion to interview leading States-
men in England and also to educate the British public
on the needs and aspirations of India. His advocacy
of the Congress cawse was all that could be
desired. His lead doubtless gave a special weight and
significance to the Congress demand as his unique
record of statesmanship in three states had established
his reputation.

When we have rcalised all that Mr, Madbava
Rao asked for in his scheme we can be fairly said to
have achieved that measure of sclf-rule to which the
country has been aspiring,

Mr. Madhava Rao is now nearing four score
years. His has been a crowded and eventful life,
For some years past he has lived in retirement
at Bangalore and seldom taken an active part
in public work. Age has wrought its work on him
and he is now in the enjoyment of a well-ecarned

rest,



Sir M. Visvesvaraya.

AN ENGINEER-STATESMAN

7 ' \he outstanding fact about the life and career of

l Sir M. Visvesvaraya is, that born in a Native
State, he devoted a great part of his life to the service
of that State; and what is more, contrary to the
usuai practice his services hiave been frequently in-
dented upon by other States ‘and by important
bodies in British India as well.  Dewan Rangacharlu
and Sir K. Seshadri {yer, Messrs V. P. Madhava Rao
and T. Ananda Rao wereoutsiders, while the ancestors
of Dewan Parnaiya and his descendant Sir P. N,
Krishnamurthi were comparatively recent settlers in
the State. Sir Visvesvaraya and his people on the
other hand have been residents of Mysore from time
out of mind. He is thercfore in a sense the first
Mysaoiean to reach the Dewanship of the State, Again
it is common knowledge that when things go wrong
with the administration of a Native State, the services
of a British official are invariably lent to that State,
The order seems to be reversed in the case of Sir
Visvesvaraya. For on his retirement from Mysore his
expericnce as engineer or administrator has been
availed of by Bombay and Karachi and generally by
the Government of India. The great Engineer-Dewan
of Mysore is to-day an outstanding figure among the

statesmen of India.
11
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A BRILLIANT LEDUCATIONAL CAREER

Mokshagundam Visvesvaraya was born of an
indigent Brahmin family of Chikballapur on the 15th
September 1861. His father was a Sanskrit pundit
and a well-known physician. After finishing his
course at the local High School, Visvesvaraya joined
the Central College at Bangalore and graduated in
1874. He took his Arts Degree with Mathematics
for his optional subject and was selected as a State
scholar to be trained as.an Engineer, by the late
Mr. Rangacharlu who thought it.would be a consum-
martion and a pride to frain up local men for the
various tcchnical professions and posts of res-
ponsibility, to obviate the necessity of maintaining a
costly paraphernalia of foreign agency. Mr. Visves-
varaya had a very successful career in the Engineer-
ing College at Poona ; and as he topped the list of
successful candidates in 1883, the guaranteed appoint-
ment of the year was awarded to him, He thus
abundantly justified his choice;

A SUCCESSFUL ENGINEER

His striking success at College and the Univer-
sity (where besides passing the F, C, E, and L. C. E,
Examinations in the first class, he also won the
Berkley Prize) led to his immediate appointment as
Assistant Engineer in Bombay in 1884, During
the next twenty-five years, says one who knows
him, he did unceasing work in various professional
appointments he held in Western India. He served
as an Engineer in the Irrigation Branch in several
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Districts of the Presidency,and in this capacity render-
ed excellent service to both people and Goyernment:
Between 19oi and 1go3, says the same writer,
he designed and comstructed a system of automatic
gates patented by him at Lake Fife, which is the
storage reservoir for the Moota Canal and the source
-of water supply to Poona City, The design attracted
considerable attention at the time. It very soon
received the approval of the Government of India and
was carried out at a cost of about five lakhs of rupees,
In 1gc3, he devised a new scheme of irrigation, which
has since been called “the Block = System of Irriga-
tion " to meet the needs of certain irrigation works in
the Deccan. This system has also been introduced
into the Mysore State in connection with lands
irrigated under the wellknown Marikanive Dam in
the Chitaldrug District. It is acknowledged to be a
highly efficacious system in reclaiming new lands
brought under irrigation and it won the approval of
the Indian Irrigation Commission of 1903. In their
Report, the Commissioners state that the general
principle on which it is based was sound, and add that
the system afforded an excellent illustration of the
views which thev had themselves set forth, The
scheme took three years to be fully introduced in the
Deccan, but it proved a complete success, as was
acknowledged by the Bombay Government at the time
‘and has since been demonstrated by the returns pro-
.duced. The success of the scheme enlarged not a little
‘Mr. Visvesvaraya’s reputation in the engineering line,
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Naturally he had the rewards of a successful service:
and honours coupled with responsibilities came thick'
upon him. In 19o4 he was appointed as one of the
three representatives of the Bombay Government to
the Simla Irrigation Conference before which he read
several noteworthy papers.  Meanwhile he had
become an Executive Engineer and had acted,
besides, as Sanitary Engineer to the Government
of Bombay and Member of the Sanitary Board,.
in addition to his own duties. In 1905, he again
acted in this capacity, and was, ~besides, in addition
to his duties as Sanitary Eungineer, on special duty in-
the Public Works Department Secrctariat, in connec-
tion with irrigation projects. In the same year he
reached the rank of a Superintending Engineer. In.
1906 he was deputed to Aden to advise the Executive
Committee of the Aden Settlement with regard to
certain sanitary matters. His good work there was
recognized by the bestowal of the K. I. H. medal.
After a brief period there, he returned to Bombay as
Offg. Sanitary Engineer to Government. Two years
later, in the middle of 1908, he went on a world tour
and visited most of the countries of Europe and
America. ‘
IN THE SERVICE OF THE NizAM

While he was on his tour in America he received
the appointment of Special Consulting Engineer to the
Government of H. H. The Nizam of Hyderabad.
The devastating floods of the Musi called for imme-
diate preventive works. He joined the Hyderabad'
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Service in April 1909 and in six months he worked
out a complete scheme for flood protection and
reservoir works as well as a drainage scheme
for Hyderabad City, all estimated to cost about
150 lakhs. About the same time he prepared
at the request of the Resident a report on the drain-
age of Secunderabad Cantonment. In October 1909
he relinquished his deputation work in Hyderabad
and also retired from the service of the Bombay
Government. The Government of Bombay obtained
for him a special ~higher pension on the * ground of
meritorious service:
IN MysORE SERVICE

Already Mr. Visvesvaraya’s reputation in Bombay
-and Hyderabad had marked him out for a distinguished
place in Mysore. More than once the Govern-
ment of Mysore had solicited his services which had
won such golden opinion abroad. The circum-
stances under which his services were  requisitioned
by H. H. the Maharaja’ may now be recalled,
‘We are told that when Mr. McHutchin severed
his connection with the Mysore Public Works
Department in June 1gog, Captain Bernard Dawes
was appointed to officiate as Chief Engineer of
Mysore pending the selection of a suitable successor
to the former. It was then that several candidates
appearcd on the scene and inspite of the overwhelm-
ing influence brought to bear in favour of certain
individuals, His Highness the Maharaja, in pursuance
-of a settled policy of advancing Indian gentlemen of
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the Province to administrative appointments, thought
about the propriety of appealing to Mr. Visvesvaraya’s
sense of patriotism and inducing him to accept
the Chief FEngineer’s appointment in Mysore.
Mr. Visvesvaraya closed with the offer, the more
so as it was his wish to give of his best to his
own State,

He joined the Mysore Service in November 19og
and began his accustomed round of work, He set
about itina cautious way. He had heard of in-
numerable abuses in the Department. He was not
satisfied with the rut and routine of the local men,
says one Who had watched his career at close quarters.
He had cherished dreams of improvement of the
Department and its efficiency and of launching forth
" gigantic schemes of productive;works and developing
the material and economic condition of the country ;
but all this he kept to himself as yet.

After making a careful study of the men and
materials he had to deal with and after fairly getting
the reins into his hands he setabout his business in
right carnest. He very soon came to realise that the
administrators he had to serve were what a fellow-
official described as “hoary voluptuaries in politics,”~—

mer who were only jealous of younger and more vigorous
peraounalities intruding and climbing into their fold and usurping
their places. They at once resorted to their old game of
throwing cold water over the young enthusiast’s schemes and:
did their best to allay his ardent apirits and degrade him to
their own level and include him in their own rank ; but he who-
had travelled all over the world, observed the incessant acti-
wity, ceaseless atruggle for improvement and rewards of hard
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atrenuous work in other lands would not yield to the * Peace:
firat and progress next propaganda of these local celebrities”.

It was very soon apparent to those around him that in Mr, Vis-
vesvaraya they had a maun of mercurial activity, a man whohad
adopted for his life’s motto “ Better wear out than rust out™.
Hia painstaking attention to the minutis of his businoss, his.
wonderful patienoce, his insistence of a high standard of excel-
lence 1n work and correspondence and environment, were things
to which they had been strangecs and such a man wWas very
irksome to work with.”

GREAT ENGINEERING WORKS

Immediately after bis.advent into Mysore, says
our chronicler, he had two difficult. works to tackle—
the siip in the Ramasagara tankbund and the restor-
ation of the breach at Krishnarajkatte. For both of
these he devised suitable designs and made arrangement
for their timely and successful tompletion. Public
attention was first drawn to his methods of work
by his memorandum on a complete sewerage scheme
for the Mysore City. A warm admirer writes thus:—

Biuplicity, order, method, thoroughpess, perspicuity of atyle
and a happy knack for marshalling statistical information
were the characteristios of the man, Whatever reports or
memorandum he drew up, whatever addresses he delivered
were always characterised by shese qualities and cold-stesl
logic of facts, acientific precision, concisevess of expressien
intensinn and compass were evolved by a brain which * scorned:
delighte and lived laborioua days.” For romance, sentiments,.
emotion and'rhetoric there was no room in a man who sesemed
to have been disciplined in the School of John Stuart Mill.

CAUVERY RESERVOIR PROJECT
While working at its development he was
equally assiduous in pushing forward the necessary
action to mature the Cauvery Reservoir Project.  He
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worked unwearyingly at these and by systematic or-
iganisation, persistent pressure and unflagging work
he carried on a delicate and difficult correspondence
with the Government of [ndia and Madras to obtain
the necessary sanction for a reservoir across the
Cauvery. The printed volumes of his correspondence
will show what a doughty champion he was amidst
the chaos of discouragements, objections and per-
fect want of the least moral support from men who
-ought to have known better,. The way in which he
carried all obstacles in his way, madc it apparent
that even as a ‘Chief Engineer he wielded a
truly amazing influence with His Highness, the
the Resident and the other authorities and his
influence soon eclipsed that of his detractors
whom he managed to completely throw averboard
and many of them wise in their worldly ways soon
came to be accommodating. He succeeded in
obtaining the sanction of the Government of India
to a reservoir of 11,000 me, ft. capacity. If for
nothing else Sir Visvesvaraya is entitled to the pro-
foundest gratitude of all Mysore and the sincere res-
pect of allits inhabitants for thus securing to  Mysore
one of its most valuable assets, far better and infinitely
more valuable than the best gold mine in the world.
He also appointed a Committee and matured a scheme
-of technical education in the State and organised a
Mechanical and Engineering School at Bangalore
and the Chamarajendra Technical Institute at
Mysore.
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RAILWAY PROGRAMME

A comprehensive Railway Programme and the
formation of a Railway Construction Department
next engaged his attention. Such a programme of
Railway Construction was drawn up and sanctioned
and a special Railway Departmant formed with one
of the most enlightened officers at its head and it has
already done most valuable work in the last 3 or 4
years.

IRRIGATION IMPROVEMENTS

There then remained the last but not the least
important of the developments indicated by him—one
that concerns the vital intercsts of the agricultural
population in the State and is of paramount impor-
tance to the prosperity of the ryot and the finances
of Government. He was most anxious that a
detailed policy should be laid down for future adoption
and wanted it should be drawn up and published
before he laid down his office of Chief Engineer
and tock up the responsible post of the head
of the administration. He worked at it with
an amazing persistency and submitted a compre-
hensive note which was the basis of his work
for the relicf of the agricultural population, Thus
before he came to guide the destinies of the State
he had chalked out in great detail the work that
would keep him fully employed during the remain-
ing few years of his official life. It was a
programme worthily conceived and as worthily
-executed,
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DeEwaN OF MYSORE

Immediately after his term of office as Chief
Engineer was over he was appointed Dewan on the
1oth November 1912. He saw in this high office an
opportunity for the fulfilment of many of his ambi-
tions for the State. That was in fact the main reason
for his accepting this high office. As we shall see
he fully justified the expectations and raised Mysore
to the status of a model State which it was his aim to:
make of her.  In his very fitst statement in reply to.
a public address soon after his acceptance of office
Sir Visvesvaraya said:

I notice that........... ....you rofer to yet higher honours and
rewards for me. It will, I hope, not be regarded as an affecta-
tion of modesty on my part if Tsay that all [ have wanted is
opportunity for work, and that thoughts of personal advance-
ment have not influenced my actions in recent years. With the
important duties now gracionaly entrusted to me by IHis High-
ness the Maharaja, I have all scope for work that I may have
ever longed for. The pleasure of working for a fow years more,
of werving my Sovereign and my country, is enough for me.

Their iuterests will be my constant thoucght, and their approba-
tion, if I am able to secure it, my beat reward.

At the end of six eventful ycars he was able to.
prove that so far as the exigencies of the times
permitted there has been no discrepancy between the
principles professed herc and the practice of them.

CONSTRUCTIVE STATESMANSHIP

We shall now consider in some detail Sir Visves-
varaya’s distinct contributions to Mysore during his six.
years’ Dewanship, His Memorandum on Public Warks-
in Mysore was a notable contribution to constructive:
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statesmanship. He expounded therein the great possibili-
ties of development in the State, adumbrated what steps-
shauldbe taken to give practical effect to his proposals.
He was never for doing things by fits and starts.
but wanted to proceed on a well-organised and compre-
hensive programme. e advocated therein a forward
policy as regards

(1) Development of industries.

(*) The construction of a reservoir across the

Cauvery,

(:)  Railway Construction in Mysore,

(4) Technical Education.

(5) Irrigation developments,
all of which he brought to fruition in his regime.

THE MYSORE ECONOMIC CONFERENCE

He gave strong impetus to every branch of the
adminjstration, Railways, Industries, Agriculture Edu-
cation, Banking, Village Re-organization and indeed.
sought to make Mysore a model State in every respect.
Already, during his Chicf Engineership was inaugu-
ated the Mysore Economic Conference with its in-
numerable committees for tackling various problems of.
State improvement, A word about its organization
and working may not be out of place. For itis a unique
institution of its kind in India bringing officials and.
non-officials together, and reaching the expert on the
one side and the ryot on the other,

It works on the Committes system, sach Committee having
a number of members and a Secretary attached to it. It corres-
ponds to a Department of a Government and its work ix to-
thresh out questions or propositions likely to make for advance,.
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work them up to success and then hacd them over to the
Departments concerned for their being absorbed into their
general routine of duties, Thus there are Committees for
Agriculture, Education and Commerce and Industries—corres-
ponding to the three Departments of Agriculture, Education
and Commerce & Industries. Bach Committes has its own
annual budget and is responsible in its turn to a General
Becretary of the Conference, who is usually the Secretary
to Government in the Agriculture, Education and Industries
Departments. Wach Committee acta through a Chairman, who
‘8 usually a high official of Government, There is, besides, a
-8tanding Committee which meets regularly every month and
-deliberates on all matters affecting the Conference. The Con-
ference has two Journals of ite owm—one in English and the
other in Kannada which do much propagandistic work. The
Conference meets once a year in June, at Mysore when its
'work is reviewsed, as it were. by the Dewan. Propositions of
-which previous notice has been given are discussed and the
‘work for the coming year is laid down. The members are
partly elected. The discussions show the general trend of
public opinion in regard to econetmic mattors generally, Those
who say that there is little public opinion behind the back of
Indian intellectuals when they claim political or econemie ad-
‘vancement would do well to attend a session of this Conference.
If they did so, they would go away disillusioned to a large
extent. The keenness with which wsubjects relating to im-
provernents in agriculture, education, trade, commerce,
industries, etc, are diseussed at this Conference has often
ibeen an eye-opener to people new to its work. The ex-
pert is, in this Conference, brought face to face with the
raiyat and has to defend his position as best he may. He in
‘not allowed to reign supreme in his region; his suggestions
are subjected to critical examination and their flaws are merci-
leasly exposed. The result is that the general tendenoy for
debates to degenerate intoc mere academic discussions is
checked and real progress is marked in an incredibly short
-time. The best official and non-official opinion is brought to
bear on the discuasions of important public questions in which
thoere is otherwise likely to be a difference of opinion. The



SIR M, VISVESVARAYA 173

holiday for some sectarian feast. But Seshadri Iyer's
attitude towards the progressivists can on no account
be regarded as one of sympathy; it certainly was not
such as could have won the approbation of Ranga-
charlu in whose path he solemnly promised to tread
in 1883. The reason for this strange inconsistency
is perhaps to be found in the fact that he was instinc-
tively one of those who believe :—

Yor forms of government let fools contest ;
Whatever is best administored is best.

So in regard to the Regency Council. This
institution was called into being

because there can be no guarantee that the destinies of
Mysore will continue to be guided during the long period for
which arrangements have now to be made, by the able minister
Sir K. Seshadri Iyer, whose administration was so successful
in the past: and inconvenience and danger are foreseen if his
assistance were to be suddenly withdrawn, unless there
were at the time existing, and in working order, an organized
machinery for carrying on the Executive Government. Both
for this reason and also because it is desirable to afford the
Dewan some measure of reliaf in dealing with the mass of work
which now comes before him as Chief Hxecutive Officer in the
Jtate, itis considered by Government to be indispensably neces-
tary that the council now to be constituted should take an active
ind not merely a nominal share in the adminiatration of affairs,

This meant certain deceatralization of power
ind was hence a source of annoyance to Seshadri
yer. But it was his good fortune to encounter in
he Council chamber foemen, so to say, quite worthy
f his steel,~-men possessed of knowledge, wisdom
nd sincerity. The names of Mr. P. Chentsal Rao,
fr, T. R. A. Thamboo Chetty and Sir P. N. Krishna
foorthi are even to-day mentioned with profound
espect everyWhere in the State. In differing from

he Dewan-——as they very often did—they had no
9
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6. Every raiyat should be induced to store at least two
yeara' supply of food grains to provide against the calamitiea
of the seasons. The tendency to contract debts, except for pro-
ductive purposes, should be severely discouraged.

His ACHIEVEMENTS

When he became the Dewan of the State
every department was overhauled and improved
and his vigorous personality was felt in every
branch of the administration. The KARNATAKA,
.on his retirement gave a list of his achievements
which may here be recounted :
1. New Mysore Treaty,
2. Establishment of the Mysore University.
3. Larger powers and Half-yearly Session of

the Representative Assembly,
4, Expansion of the Legislative Council,
5. Reconstitution of Municipal bodies.
6. Railway extension,
7. Krishnaraja Sagara,
8 Iron Scheme,
9. Bhatkal Harbour Project.
o. (1) Village Improvement (i) Minor Tank
Restoration,
11, Public Libraries,
12. Mysore Bank, Sandal Oil Factory, Paper
Factory Scheme ete,
His FINaANciAL POLICY

Such a vigorous and aggressive administration could
‘hardly have gone on without some bitter criticisms,
The Bhadravati Iron Works and other projects have
naturally been assailed as white elephants and eritics
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charged him with extravagance and reckless waste of
public funds. But Sir Visvesvaraya held to the maxim
¢ that a Government forfeits its claim to be called
national unless it has a public debt. The greater its
spending capacity, the more progressive its
character will be.” And he was never in want of
funds for his gigantic projects. In this connection it is
appropriate to quote the figures which a writer in the
HiNpusTAN Review who was apparently in the
know of things, gave in justifying Sir Visvesvaraya’s
financial policy. But for Sir Visvesvaraya’s unflinching
resolution., he says, Kannambadi would to this day
have beer no better than a paper-project. Here are
facts and figures justifying his policy :

I—ASSETS AND LIABILITIES

Periods Assets Liabilities

(a) During Sir Visvesva- Rs, 1,194 lakhs, Rs. 560lakhs

raya’s Decennium
(b) During the Pre-Vis- ;672 ,, »w 335 »

vesvaraya Period
Excess of Assets over w 034 w 337

Liabilities

II—PrRODUCTIVE WORKS

Periods Total Expenditure Revenue
{z) During Sir Visves-

varava’s Decen-

nium Rs. 354 lakhs. Rs. 30 lakhs
(b) During the Pre-Vis-

vesvaraya Period ,, 339 “wom
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*The total expenditure on productive works.
during the decennium was 354 lakhs. Much of this
expenditure has already begun to pay, as the increase
in the Revenue from Productive works shows and
the rest will bring in its return in due course.” (Extract
from the Financial Review and Forecast.)

REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE

(@) Growth of Revenue during Sit Visvesva-
raya’s decennium was Rs. g5 lakhs. To this the-
principal heads of revenue contributed a little over 53
Jakhs and the productive works nearly 30 lakhs.

(¥) Growth of expenditure during the decennium:
was 119 lakhs. Of this, making allowance for 45
lakhs added to Departmental Balances and Revenues
in 1917-18 the increase in expenditure has been less
than the growth of Reyvenue,  (In other words, the
actual expenditure was 74 lakhs.)

(¢) Excess of ~Revenue over Expenditure
Rs. 95-74 or 21 lakhs (during the decade there was
an extra-ordinary expenditure of 74 lakhs on account
of War)) ‘

RETIREMENT AND AFTER

Sir Visvesvaraya rctired in January 19lg after
six cventful years of service during which Mysore
had made for itself a name second to none among
the premier States of India; nay more, it was held up
to as the model of an efficient and progressive adminis-
tration which it would be wisdom on the part of
British Government to follow and copy in certain
important directions.
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His services to Mysore were duly appreciated by
His Highness the Maharajah as evidenced by the
following Fazette Bxtraordinary announcing his retire-
ment with effect from the 1oth June 1g1g. The
Gazctte, after recounting his previous record goes on

to say of his nine years’ work in Mysore:

During all this period 8ir M. Visvesvaraya laboured with:
unwearying zeal and wmingle-minded devotion to increase the
material resources of the 8tate, His administration as Dewan
has rerulted in important and far reaching developments in
education, irrigation work, railway communications, and indus-
tries and has laid the foundations for a-prosperous and progres-
sive future for the State. Sir M. Viavesvaraya carries with him
in his retirement the esteam apd heat wishes of H. H. the Maha-
raja and all classes of his subjects.

As a mark of appreciation of Sir M. Visvesva-
raya’s valuable services His Highness was pleased to
grant him a special pension of Rs. 1250 a month.
Indeed Sir M. Visvesvaraya drove the chariot
of the State for six years with remarkable success.
His single-minded devotion to the interests of Mysore,
his marvellous encrgy and driving power coupled
with his genius for organization and uncommon
industry, as well as his clear perception of the goal
have enabled Mysore to attain a measure of pro-
gress which could not have been achicved with a less
gifted person as the head of the executive Government.
In the speech which he made subsequent to his retire-
ment he said: *“Itis occasionally stated in private
circles that T am pro this and anti that community,
Time will show that I have tried to hold the

scales cven.” That was the true key-note of his
12 )
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administration. After retirement Sir Visvesvaraya
did not cease his activities; indeed they had a
wider field for their operation, His is perhaps one
of the most active brains of the age and we always
see him at his comparatively great age (he is now 66)
busy with schemes of public benefaction. He travelled
again in Europe and America and the East to refresh
himself, to add to his stock of knowledge, to see the
advance that the West has made in the intervening
years and find the means whereby his own country-
men could be redeemed from poverty and decadence.
“ RECONSTRUCTING INDIA”

His plans of Reconstructing India are embodied
in a book of this name (published by P. S. King &
Co., Ltd. London) which is packed with information
on all topics of public interest and full of cogent
reasonings. His deductions have something of the
definiteness and finality of a mathematical proposition
and in spite of all his enthusiasm and characteristic
idealism are never vague nor mcrely soothing. His
suggestions for political, social and economic reforms
are so many and so various that they afford ample
material for the statesmanship of the future. New
ideas on co-operation and agricultural improvement,
on domestic economy and labour saving devices, on
home insurance and compulsory education, schemes
for the uplift of women and the depressed classes, and
work for unemployment, methods of progressive
political and cultural association besides means for the
progressive realisation of ecomomic and political
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freedom for social and material well-being—all find
their place in this amazing book of ideas. Nor are
they mere dreams of a reticed Dewan. They are the
fruits of years of practical experience as administra-
tor and wide knowledge of world conditions applied
to the needs of this country, with due regard to its
peculiar conditions, We sce in them the marks of a
statesman who is himself a practical idealist. His is
indeed a rare combination of genius with method,
and industry, keenly sensitive to public interest.

EbucaTioNAL IDEALS

Sir Visvesvaraya belicves in the efficacy of
.education to renovate the country. He deplores the
present condition of illiteracy and accusesthe Govern-
ment of apathy with regard to this most important
item of naticnal programme.

One of the greatest deficiencies which India has to make
up is her lack of facilities for securing education. To-day three
‘villages out of every four are without a school-house, and about
30,000,000 children of school:going age are growing up without

. any ivstruction. The officials have been so opposed to com-
pulsory education that, until quite recoently, they were disin-
-clined oven to permit Municipalities willing to bear the cost to
introduce such a system. No wonder that barely saven per
cent. of the Indian population can read and write, whereas in
progressive countries eighty tn ninety per cent. of the popula-
tion iu literate,”

“The provision for technical and commercial education is
‘meagre in the extreme,

Lack of liberality in this respect, and absence of official
encouragement of indigenous enterprizes, have kept Indians
from developing new and sxpanding old industries and extend-
ing commerce. At the sasme time, the world-competition has
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made it impossible for the indigenous industries to thrive.
Indians have, therefore, been driven more and more to the-

land.”
HELP TO INDUSTRIES

Next to education, industries. He proves that it
is a mistake to gauge the wealth of the country by the
total output of her commerce. Most of Indian capital
belongs to Britishers in Britain.

How backward we are in mdustrlal and com-
mercial concerns is evident from the fact that in 1914,
the capital of all the Joint-Stock Companies registered
in India and held ‘mainly by Indians did not exceed
£60,000,000. “ The total capital of all the Joint-Stock
Companies registered in India was £471,000,000, the
greater portion of it, mamely £411,000,000 being of
companies registered in England and presumably held
by the people of the British Isles.”

Sir Visvesvaraya suggests among others the
following methods by which Government in India
can render direct help.

The principal Governments may make a start by pioneer-
ing some of the larger induatries like ship-building, machinery,
engines, motor transport, chemicals, paper, etc. and also some

. of the many key industries needed, with the object of making
them a success and subsequently transferring them to the
people. There are few technical secreis that are not readily
available. or that cannot be secured by the expenditure of

money.
His SCHEME OF [NDIANIZATION

He puts forward a complete scheme of Nation-

building modelled on the methods adopted in

America where the hetrogeneous immigrants are
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being “ Americanized by a process of unifying the
taste and mentality of the population. Acting on
the same principle, India, he says, must recognise

that certain standards of taste, thought and sentiment are
necessary to union, and should devise and carry outa com-
prehensive scheme of * Iudianization,” with a view to creating
a new type of Indian citizenship and building up an efficient
unified Indian nation,

The principal characteristics to be developed in the life

and habita of the people under an ** indianization ” programme
-should, in essential, be am follows :—

1. Love and pride of country (nation, province, city, town,
or village) ; a high sense of sslf-respect and personal honour,
and a spirit of service, combined with loyalty to the Bovereigau
and to the British connection,

2. Une of a common language in every proviace, and of
Englisk aa the lingua fronea,

4. A minimum of six years’ compulsory general education,
and a further two to four years' vooational course for every boy
and girl, due attention being paid to games and sports and
physical devolopment, and to moral diseipline,

1. Training in civics and thrift in sohools, and, for adults,
in special institutions, or by lectures and cinemas.

5. Organized effort to eradicate unhealthy ideals and prac-
ticen known to handicap the Indian and to atandardize egisting
good traits, practices and traditions in the country, and protect
them from dizuse or decay.

6. Cultivation of a spirit of initiative and habits of closer
amsociation ; uniformity of dress, as far ax ponsible ; acquisition
of business discipline and the usages of civilization: travel
amoung all classes of peopls, including the establishment of
‘hotels and better railway facilities for the middle and poorer
classes.

7. Equipping all classes of the people with correct ideals
-a0d objectives to work for, so that individual and local effort
may be in consonance with national objects and aspirations.
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8. Training all leading men and women to take part in in-
ternational life and intercourae,

A Lear From Jaran

Sir Visvesvaraya reviews the problems confront-
ing us, from every point of view, and exhorts us to
take a lesson from Japan and America and other pro-
gressive countries with a view to develop our resources
in the light of modern knowledge and the lessons of
experience abroad :—

Do the people of India propose to profit by the lessons
which world experience has to teach them, or will they be
content to allow matters to drift and themselves grow weaker
and poorer year by year?

This iz the problem of the hour. They have to chooms:
wh