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SPEECHES BY
THE EARL OF WILLINGDON,

1931

ADDRESS OF WFELCOME FROM THE MUNICIPAL
CORPORATION OF BOMBAY.,

The Right Honourable the Tarl and the Countess of
Wiltlingdon arrived at Bowbay on the 18(h April 1931 and were
presented wirn an  Address of  Weleome from the Bombay
Munieipality, to which IIis Excelleney made the following
reply (—

Mr. President and Memhers of the Munieipal
Corporation of 3ombay.

May T at once thamnk you very cratefully for the
most generous and enconraging expressions contained in
your address in welecoming two old friends back again
to your eity on their return to Tndia which hag in very
trnth become te them  their second home within the
British Empire. We are deeply grateful to you,
gentlemen, for vour cordial greeting, and are delighted
to see around ud so many old friends in this distinguished
gathering whieh has assembled here to meet us today.

As 1 welked up the steps just mow leading up to
this fine building rightly called the Gateway ol Tndia,
and in the erection of which T am proud to feel that, in
years gone hy, the then Government of Bombay and 1
had some pert, I had foreibly reealled to my mind a
very similar occasion in the month of April eighteen years
ago when I arrived for the first time in India to take
over the duaties of Governor of the Presidency of Bombay
and ecommenced an intimate assoriation with the people
of your eity and this Presidency which lasted for six
happy and eventful years and ineluded the four years

of the Great War. T still vividly remember all our
L20PSV B
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2 Speeches by the Earl of Willingdon.

Address of Welcome from the Municipal Corporation of Bombay.

activities during those years, years of strain and anxiety
not only to India but to the whaole British Empire, years
during which this city became the hase of all the military
activities of India, years when in our efforts to do our
full part to secure victory for our arms I received the
whole-hearted co-operation of all the Princes and people
in the Presidency, working for one great common purpose
to achieve one great eommon aim, safety for our Empire,
peace for the civilized world. May I read you a few
lines of my reply to the farewell address from the Bombay
Municipality when I gave.up. my duties as Governor of
the Presidency, which ~will better express to you my
feelings at that time. I said ‘then ‘¢ the times we have
lived in have brought with them burdens and responsi-
bilities heavier and more auxious than any of our pre-
decessors have borne, heavier and more anxious, I trust,
than any generation that sueceeds us will ever be called
upon to face ; through all that tirne 1 have been econstantly
supported by the generous help, the loyalty and the
friendship of the citizens of every part of the Presidency,
of every creed and race and every rank of society, and
more particularly by the ¢itizens of this eity of Bombay.”’
Today T return to you and you tell me in your address
that ¢ few Viceroys have been ealled upon to preside over
the Government of India at a more critical period of her
history . With the recollection of those former years
still fresh in my mind I would only say that we have
suecessfully surmounted together anxious and eritieal
times in the past, and on the threshold of my service
amongst you as Viceroy of India, T feel sure T may ask
with all confidence for that same co-operation, that same
loyalty and friendship from the Princes and people of
India to help me to overcome all the diffieulties that lie
before us, to lead our great country on in a spirit of
mutual good-will, freedom, fairplay and obedience to the
laws of the land so that she may move forward rapidly
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Address of Welcome from the Municipal Corporation of Bombay.

towards her goal of responsible (Fovernment, to a position
of absolutely equal partnership with the other Dominions
under the Crown.

In a word I shall endeavour to carry on the great
work whiel has been done during the past five years by
Lord Irwir, whose sympathy, patience, courage and
earnestness of purpose have secured for him the abiding
affection, regard and admiration of all classes of the
people of this country.

In turning to the various matters you have referred
to in your address, which more partieularly affect the
future of vour ecity I am sure you will not expeect my
remarks to be more than very general in their character.
I congratulate vou warmly on the great developments
which vou have carried out for the benefit of your
citizens, since T was last amongst yon, and I look forward
to seeing for myself at an early date some of the im-
provements which yon have achieved. T feel confident
that yonr wise and far-seeing efforts to make your ety
worthy of the special position which it holds as the
Gatewayv of India will be amply rewarded when the heavy
load of world-wide economic depression has passed away,
and a renewal of confidence and prosperity returns, as it
surely will, not apply to your city and this eountry, but
to the whole of the civilized world.

T note with satisfaction that in spite of bad times,
the Corporation are willing to shoulder additional taxation,
the form of whieh T understand to be a matter at present
under disenssion, T ean only sav that if the proposed
faxation takes a form that will unltimately requnire the
sanction of the Government of Tndia. T will not fail to
take into account the poini of view whiech has been so
clearly put forward hy yon in your address.

As regards the financial relationshin between Pro-
vineial CGovernments and Tioeal Bodies, it is clear that

B
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Address of Welcome from the Bombay Chamber of Commerce.

the whole question is one which must be thoroughly
considered in connection with the new Constitution. I
would merely obgerve that I realize that if local self-
government is to be successful, it should be given the
means to raise the revenue necessary for the discharge
of its obligations.

With all your problems, however, T hope to make
myself further acquainted after consultation with your
Governor, His Excellency Sir Frederick Sykes, to whom
Bombay and her people are so much indebted for his wise
guidanee and unfailing sympathy, and very earnestly do
I hope that as a result of the rest which he is being
ordered to take by his medical advisers, Sir Frederick
will soon return to Bombay completely restored in health
and strength.

May I in conclugion particularly thank you, gentle-
men, for the special greeting you have extended to my
wife. T assure you that she and 1 deeply appreciate the
warm-hearted kindness with which you have welcomed us
back amongst you this morning. Bombay ecity, our first
home in India, will always have a very warm place in both
our hearts and we echo vour prayer that, wunder the
guiding hand of a great Providence, the blessings of
peace, progress and increasing prosperity may be the
happy lot of your city and its people in the coming years.

ADDRESS OF WELCOME FROM THE BOMBAY CHAMBER
OF COMMEELCE.

In replying to the Address of Welecome from the Bombay
Chamber of Commerce at Bombay His Excellency the Vieeroy
gaid —

Mr. President and Members of the Bombay Chamber
of Commerce.

Tt is a very real pleasure to Lady Willingdon and
myself to receive this cordial welcome from you gentlemen
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who hold suebh an important position in the affairs of
this great ¢ity and to thank you for your congratulations
on my appointment to the respounsible post of Viceroy of
India by our beloved Sovercign, the King Emperor,

1 aum delighted too to feel that you greet me today
not as a stranger but as an old friend, and that you still
have the ksenest recollection of the unflagging energy,
enthusiasm and organizing ability of my wife. Let me
assure you that she still possesses these qualities just as
fully developed as when last she lived in your midst in
Bombay.

It is, therefore, with a very full heart that we find
ourselves onee more i a land which holds for us such
unforgettable associations and anemories, so many tried
and trusted friends, and you can well imagine our feelings
when we beheld once more this morning, in all their old
beauty, the harbour and-city of Bombay. It is good
indeed to be hack -amongst you, and I thank you,
gentlemen, most gratefully for the kind terms in which
you have b.dden us weleome.

Believe me, L am fully alive to the great responsi-
bilities which will rest upon me at this juncture. For
the last few years and the years immediately before us
will, I venture to think, take their place in Indian history
as among tlie most momentous that this country has ever
known, and the task of those whose duty it will be to
guide and further the great constructive work that lies
ahead iy indeed one which will demand steady heads and
stout hearts, a tull measure of faith and of courage in us
all. Above all things, for the successful completion of
that work, there will be need of mutual understanding
and good-will, and my most earnest prayer as I set foot
in India is for that harmony of spirit between countries
and races, creceds and communities, on which alone a
strong, peaceful and united India can securely rest.
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To attain this great purpose, much has been accomplished
in recent months, The Conference in Liondon gave fresh
reality and vigour to those old ties of mutual friendship
and confidence which have so long bound our iwo
countries together. More recent events have so turned
out, to the deep gratification of all who love India, that
we cah confidently hope that in the further stages of
constitutional rceonstruction all parties and interests will
jointly play their part. There are none, I know, who
will not agree with me when I say that for the creation
of this happier spirit India owes an immense debt to His
Excellency Lord Irwin, from whom I shall ghortly take
over the dutics of my high office.  Today when he passes
through the (Gateway of India, this eountry will indeed
have bidden farewell to one who, I would venture to say,
has secured the admiration and affection of every eclass
and of every community. He will not be forgotten, nor
will he forget, and we may be certain that, wherever he
may be, he will always be ready to give of his best in the
cause of India which he has served for the last five years
with such great distinetion, zeal and devotion.

You have mentioncd certain’ matters with which you,
as representatives of great commereial interests, are more
particularly and intimately coneerned. You would not,
I am sure, expect me to deal with them in any detail
before I have had full time for study, but I assure you
that T will give close atfention to these or any other such
matters which you may at any time wish to bring before
me.

T was much interested to hear your encouraging
opinions as to the results of the Round Table Conference
held recently in London, which has laid down the frame-
work for a new constitution for the whole of Tndia, and
to learn that T can rely on you to encourage the legitimate
aspirations of the Indian people to govern their own
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country. 1t is true too thal you have expressed some
anxieties that are in your minds with regard to the future
of British Commerce in India. Let me say at once that
in the matier of trade and eommerce as in all other
mat*ers I stand for the prineiple of fairplay and equal
opportunity and may I remind you that the Round Table
Conference in full Committee aceepted the prineiple that
there shoull be no diserimination between the rights of
the PBritish mercantile firms and companies trading in
India aud the rights of Indian born subjects. The best
means of crranging for its application is a matter for
further discussion : but the = principle itself is beyond
question. 1 cannot ‘conceive that anyone who takes an
enlightened view of the Dbest Interests of the country will
think otherwise, and T irusi that a ruller understanding
of what is involved will' elear away all doubts and
hesitations.

While 1 entirely share your  regret that it should
have been found necessary lo place greater burdens of
taxation upon commerce and industry at a very difficult
period, T reeognise, as I am sure you also recognise,
that it -was vitally = important that India should
produce before the world a balanced budget at the
present juneture. So  far as  her financial diffieul-
ties are due to loeal and domestic reasony, we may now
hope that these reasons are in course of removal ; but 1
am afraid that any really substantial revival must await
an improvement in the general conditions of trade and
commerce throughout the worll. You may rest assured.
however, that the burden of taxation will be lightened as
soon as legitimate means of lichtening it can be devised,
and that T shall give my carnest attention to the important
question of reduction of Government expenditure wherever
possible.

The development of civil aviation is a subjeet in
which T take a keen and active interest, particularly as
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I have, for the past four years lived in the Dominion of
Canada where there is an active public interest being
taken in the question of linking up all parts of that
country through a co-operative system of aerial communi-
cation. I do not propose to refer to the various points
you have raised in this connection but assure you that
they shall receive my active personal attention with a
view to the promotion of this most necessary form of
transport in the best interests of the country as a whole.

As regards your remarks on the subject of the action
of the Government of Bombay in applying for the
appropriation of their sharve of the petrol tax for ordinary
road maintenance and repairs, the position, as I under-
stand it, is that the Government of Bombay have applied
to the Government of “India for permission to do this for
one year as a purely temporary expedient to meet the
severe and peculiar finaneial difficulties which have come
upon them this year. I am informed that the matter is
still under discussion  and that  no decision has been
taken, but that there is no intention whatever on the part
of the Government of Dombay to ask for a permanent
diversion of this fund from the construction of new
roads to the maintenance of the present road system.

3efore T conclude, I would like fo thank you for
your kind refercnee to Lady Willingdon. She comes to
India with a memory no less keen than mine of happy
years in Bombay and Madras and with a resolve, no less
fixed than mine, to do, under Providence, all that lies in
her power for the good of India and her people, and to
carry on the great work done by Iler Excellency Lady
Irwin in the many fields of her activities.

For myself. T would only say that I fervently trust
that, when the time comes for me to lay down the office
which I am about to assume, the ship of State, whieh it
will have been my privilege to gunide, will have emerged
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from the roagh waters, which, as history shows, can
seldom be avoided at a time of constitutional development,
and will be sailing upon smoother scas. To attain this
end, based as it must be on the happiness and well-being
of the people of India, in contented partnership with the
people of Ergland, I shall count no efforts too great and
no work too arduous. I am confident that 1 can rely on
your help and co-operation in this task, and am encouraged
and strengthened by the warmth of the weleome which
you have extended to us today.

ADDRESS OF WELCOME FROM THE MUSLIM
COMMITTEE OF BOMBAY.

In replying to the Address of Welecome from the Muslim 18th April
Committee of Bombay Ilis lixcellency the Vieeroy said :— 1931,
Let me thauk you. Mr. President and Members of
the representative Muslim  Committee of Bombay, for
your cordial welecome to myself on my return after a
few years’ absence to your eountry to take up the
responsible position of Vieeroy and Governor-General of
India, and let me particularly express my gratitude to
you today for welcoming my wife and myself amongst
you as old and honoured friends, and assure you of our
pleasure and delight at the chance of living and working
amongst vou onee again. We are very grateful, too, that
you should have rememhered such humble services as we
may bhave rendered here to  our fellow citizens in the
past, and rejoice that we shall have further and wider
opportunities of working for their welfare in the future.

You have spoken, Mr. President, of the concern feit
by the Muslims and other minority communities in the
matter of the safeguarding of their rights and interests
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under the new constitution that is now in process of
formation. The exact mnature of such safeguards is a
matter on whieh it is clearly not possible for me at this
juneture to say a word, hut | can make this observation
that any comstitution, whatever its form, that may be
designed for the future govermment of India, will depend
for its suecessful working more upon the contentment
of each of the many communities that go to make up the
vast population of this country than upon any other
single factor that I ‘can think of. And it is, therefore,
essential to the harmony of the whole design that no
single part of it, whether the Muhammadan community
or any other, should feel that their due rights are in
danger or inadequately guarded for the future. You
have rightly made it clzar that safeguards for communities
will be justified not by the extent to which they perpetuate
diversities but by the extent to which they serve to
promote unity.

Gentlemen, you will appreciate that the time ever of
a Vieeroy designate is mnot entirely his own and I must
ask you to forgive me if reply to your address is
brief. I have indeed been foreced by the pressure of
other engagements to forego the pleasure of receiving
other addresses which certain bodies in this hospitable
eity had been kind enough to propose. I shall hope,
however, to meet many of its leading ecitizens at the
Willingdon Sports Club this afzernoon, and I can assure
you that both Lady Willingdon and T look forward keenly
to the time when we shall be able to revisit at greater
leisure the eity among whose people we spent six very
happy years.

I thank you, gentlemen, for your great kindness this
morning, and T would assure ysu once more of the deep
and abiding interest I shall always take in everything

that conecerns the welfare of the Muslim ecommunity in
India.
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ADDRESS 0F WELCOME FROM THE DEHRA DUN
MUNICIPALITY.

His lixcellency the Vieeroy received an Address of Weleome 21st April

from the Dehra Dun Municipality and in reply said :— 1931,

Mr. Chatrman,~—1 am indeed grateful to you and the
Members of the Munieipal Board of Dehra Dun for the
cordial grecting which you have extended to Lady
Willingdon and myself this morning, It is true, as you
say, that in spite of our having lived eleven years in
India, this is the first time that we have visited your
distriet, and if the beautiful situation, the climatie
advantages, the health recuperative powers are such as
you claim them to be, I-can only add that we have been
very remiss in not coming to visit you before. IHowever
1 trust that the next ten days which 1 intend to spend
amongst you will serve as a real toni¢ to keep me fit and
well for the great work that lies ahead of me.

I hope, during the next few days, to have the oppor-
tunity of sceing something of the niany institutions which
you, Mr. Chairman, have mentioned in your Address.
Debra Dun is now the centre of most important research
and technical work of different kinds, and T am confident
that you, on your part, will always endeavour to make
your charge worthy of the natural advantages it enjoys.
I feel that T owe a debt of gratitude te the Government
of the United Provinces for their courtesy in placing the
delightful residence of Dun Court at my disposal. T had
the ]ileasure of travelling out from England to Bombay
with your Governor, Sir Malcolm ITailey, who I am glad
to think iz well enongh to resume once more the respon-
sibilities of his office which have been so ably earried out
during his absence by Sir George Lambert.

I thank you, Mr. Chairman, for the good wishes
which you have extended to me upon my assumption of
the Viceroyalty. It is Indeed a source of great satisfaec-
tion to me to know that I may count on your co-operation
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and goodwill during my term of office. I thank you also
once again for the cordiality of your weleome to my wife
and myself today and in coneclusion may I express the
hope that in the years to come peace and prosperity will
be enjoyed by the people of Dehra Dun.

ADDRESS OF WELCOME FROM THE SIMLA
MUNICIPALITY.

His Excelleney the Vieeroy aceompanied by Her Excelleney
the Countess of Willingdon and Stalf arrived at Simia on the
Ist May 1931 and were accorded: @ publie reception. On the
15th idem the Simla- Munieipality presented an Address at
Vieeregal Lodge to which the Viceroy replied as follows :—

Mr. President and Gentlemen,~-1 should like, in the
first place, to thank you most warmly, on Lady
Willingdon’s behalf as well as my own, for the very kind
terms in which you have today bidden us welcome to this
summer capital, which during so large a part of our time
in India will be our home. I have, as you have said, had
no small expericnice of -hill stations in other parts of this
country, but I am not going to he 30 rash as to embark
on the dangerous task of drawing comparisons. I can
truly say this, however, that, if any hill station can
surpass Simla in the greatness of its comception and the
beauty of its surrouundings, it must be a very remarkable
and a very lovely town.

1 can well sympathise therefore with the desire you
nave cxpressed to make Simla, in its public buildings
and in its care for the welfare of its people, worthy of
the great position it holds. 1 ecan imagine no objeet more
deserving of support than your schemes for the increase
of hospital accommodation and the improvement of the
conditions of life of the poorer of your citizens, and T
earnestly hope that all your dreams, in which I may
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perhaps include Lord Curzon’s earthquake, may come
true. The pregent moment, as you know, is a time of no
small difficu‘ty for those responsible for the finances
either of the Central or Provincial Governments, and I
fear that at present I hardly fecl in a position to do more
than to assure von that your requests for finanecial
assistanee in the praiseworthy schemes which you have
set before yourselves will have my warmest sympathy,
and T shall not fail to eonvey them fo the quarters
immediately coneerned. 1 greatly hope that, during my
time in India, you will find it possible to bring to com-
pletion the programme which vou have set before
yourselves.

You have in the course of wvour address mentioned
the constitutional changes impending around us. Simla
ean surelyv look forward with complaceney to any future
changes which the mareh of progress may bring in its
train.  As regarcds finamecial stability the Committee is
fortunate in possessimg as the prineipal nmmnicipal rate-
payers a clientéle connected with the Central and a Provin-
cial Government. Local Self-Government is a Provincial
transferred subject in eharge of a Minister, and from this
aspect of the situation Simla seems in another way also
to be advantageonsly placed as  compared with most
Punjah towns. For, in {he nature of the case, the Com-
mittee worlsy in elose proximity to the Ministry for a
namber of months every vear and has an opportunity of
enlistineg the direct interest of the Ministry in its projeets
and achievements. T these eivenmstances, with a long
record of sueeessful civil  administration belind it, the
Committee can clearly hope fully to share in  future
developments and improvements.

In conclusion, gentlemen, T wish to thank you for
eood wishes you have extended 1o e in the high respon-
gibilities which have been entrusted to me. It will he
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my constant endeavour to lend what help I may towards
the task of achieving for India her due place as an
honoured member of the British commonwealth of nations.
It is no small encouragement to me at the outset of my
term of office to know that in this great task I have the
sympathy and goodwill of important public bodies such
as yours.

COMBINED ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE
INDIAN COUNCIL OF THE St. JOHN AMBULANCE
ASSOCTATION ~AND THE INDIAN RED CROSS
SOCIETY AT SIMLA.

His Excellency the Viceroy presided over the Combined
Annual General Meeting of the Indian Council of the 8f. John
Ambulance Association and the Indian Red Cross Society held
at Simla and delivered the following speech

Mr. Chairmam, Your Fzxcellencies, Ladies and
Gentlemen,—1 am sure that you will all agree with me
when [ say that T listened with very great interest to
His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief’s report on the
work of the St. John Ambulance Association during the
past vear, and also to General Megaw’s statement about
the work of the Brigade Overseas. The record of the
Association is one of which it may well be proud, for
though the fizures of classes held and certificates jssued,
which are to be found in the report, are very satisfactory
and encouraging, they give but a little idea of the
tremendous amount going on hehind the scenes for which
no figures are available, but which represents the cheerful
contributions of a band of workers who give so freely
of their time and energy to a cause which we, who are
present here today, have so much at heart.
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During the past four years whilst T was Governor-
Gleneral of Canada, T had the honour of being the Patron
of the Canadian Braneh of the Association, and com-
paring the figures of their past report with those that
His Excellency the Commander-in-Chicf presented to me
today, I find that (‘anada and TIndia arc engaged in a
neck and neek race tfor whereas fewer Canadians attended
classes, the percentage passing the examination was
higher. Now whereas last vear, T shonld have been
pleased with sueh a comparison, this vear I certainly am
not, and I hope that by the {ime that we meet again next
year, T shall be in a position to send our report over to
some of my Canadian friends and point out that we have
got our ncse in front, and that we mean to keep if
there.

The work of the Association in India, outside the
big cities. 1§ nndoubtedlsy handicapped by a shortage of
qualified Tecturers, bt T understand that snitable members
may now, ander certain  conditions, be appointed. lay
lecturers. 1 hope very:  much that, in future, more
members will persevere with this end in view, more
speeially if their work lies in rural arveas.

T have been especially pleased to note in the Branch
reports that many Doy Seouts and Girl Guides have
received training in first aid throngh the medium of the
Association, and T feel sure that there is further seope
for development along these lines.

From Gleneral Megaw’s statement about the work of
the St. John Ambulance Brigade Overseas, it is evident
that the Brgade Divisions, Ambulaner and Nursing, are
doing really nszeful work in many directions. T parti-
cularly wish to congratulate the Parsi Division in Bombay
on having attained its Diamond Jubilee, and I hope that
it may speedily ecollect sufficient funds to complete its
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Headquarters building, towards which Dy. Dhanjibhai

Mehta, who has aftaimed such splendid results from his

Health lectures in Bombay Presidency, has so generously

contributed Rs. 20,000.

I am delighted to hear of the formation of two
Indian nursing divisions, and T hope that the example
thus set by Lahore and Caleutta will be copied by many
other cities in India.

I cannot conclude my remarks without extending to
you my deep sympathy on the loss which you suffered
last year by the death of your Honorary Treasurer,
Mr, Litster, who, for so many years, devoted himself so
generously and untiringly to the work of the Association.

And now, Ladies and Gentlemen, I would like for a
moment to turn yvour attention to the Indian Red Cross
Society, a child of only ten years of age, who, however,
has developed into a remarkably healthy child, fit, even
at its early time of life, to take its place alongside its
elder bhrothers and sisters, the National Red Cross
Socicties of the world.  The confidence reposed in it is
reflected in two ontstanding events recorded in the report
now before you, namely :-—The amalgamation of the
Lady Chelmsford Maternity and Child Welfare League
with the Red Cross, and also the handing over to the
Red Cross by my predecessor, Lord Trwin, of the
Thanksgiving Fund, collected to commemorate the
recovery from serious illness of His Majesty the King-
Emperor, to be devoted to an edueational eampaign
against tuberculosis. The alarming spread of tuber-
culosis is viewed with apprehension by medieal authorities
in India, but I have the highest hopes that the campaign
which is being made possible by the Thanksgiving Fund
will do much to improve the sitnation. Whereas your
Chairman in his report has covered most of the activities
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carried on at the Headguarters, | should like particularly
to bring to your notice the satisfactory state of our many
branches. I'rorn the table of membership at the beginning
of the report, I see that the I'unjab and Burma have
enrolled most members during the year, and I congratu-
late these Provinees on their lively interest in the Red
Cross work., 'The Punjab again leads the way In Junior
membership also, but it no longer has the monopoly, for
the United Provinegs and others ave introducing Junior
Red Cross work into theirysehools. I was also particularly
interested to read of the opening of a Red Cross Health
Museum in Patna by Lady Stephenson, to whose constant
and practical help the Bihar and Orissa Soclety owes a
great deal.

I am very glad to note that some Indian States have
flourishing Red Cross DBranches, but there are many
gaps in the list, and I hope very mueh that in the not
too distant future every Indian State will see its way to
taking a practical part in the work of the Society.

In conciusion, Ladies and - Gentlemen, may I say
that this is the lirst occasion on which T have presided at
the joint Annual General Meeting of the St. John
Ambulance Association and the Indian Red Cross Society.
I congratulate them once again upon the splendid work
that they are doing, and 1 would particularly like to add
that T am delighted to note the spirit of co-operation
which serms to be present in their various activities, for
surely these two associations working towards the same
end should co-operate in the closest manner possible. I
hope and believe that when we meet again next year to
listen once more to the annnal reports, we shall feel an
ever-growing pride in the efforts of those who are doing
such splendid service for these two Sister Societies, whose
aims and objects refute controversy and eriticism but
compel admiration and support.

L20PSY
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His Fxcelleney the Vieeroy made the following speech at
the Chelmsford Club dinner at Simla on the 27th June 1931 :(—

Mr. President, Lodics and (entlemen,—Let me thank
you at onee most gratefully for the cordial manner in
which you have received the toast of the health of my
wife and myself, and let me thank you too, Sir, for the
charming and most gracelfuwl remarks you have made in
commending this toast for the acceptance of this distin-
guished gathering. And I wish further to thank you
particularly for the invitation to this dinner tonight, and
for allowing me this opportonity of giving my first im-
pressions of the situation since my arrival in India. There
are some who may think that I am here tonight to deliver
myself of a politweal prounouncement ; if so, they are
doomed to disappointment, Lor [ think you will agree that
any Vieeroy, however long his experience may have been
of India in the past, - would be rash indeed if he made
any politieal pronouncemeni aiter a short two months’
life in his new duties. No, Sir, my purpose tonight is,
as I say, to give my impressions of the situation—the
mpressions of one who [ think is almost gualified to eall
himself an old *‘ Woi hai *" on his return to India after
seven years' abscuce in other parts of the British Empire.

And my first impression must be of course that
brilliant eceremonial at Bombay when the new Vieeroy
lands at the Apollo Bunder and meets that great gathering
of Princes and distinguislied citizens from all over India
who are gathered within the (ateway of India to welecome
him on his arrival. DBat T assure you that ceremonial to
my wife and myselt was less of a ceremonial to usg both
than a re-union with many old friends, who showed us
the same cordial friendship and kindness which I have
always found in this country and which 1 assure you
warmed our hearts at the outset of our undertaking our
new responsibilities,
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1 shali say mnothing ol the delighttul day that we
spent re-visiting old haunts and seeing many old friends
in Bombay, beyond making this one remark that I was
delighted 1o find the Willingdon Sports Club flourishing
exceedingly, 1 pass over too our short visit to Delhi and
our stay at Dehra Dun, only stating the fact that at the
Tatter place we took the opportunity ol seeing some very
fine Governument institutions, and that we found both the
people und the elimate disposed to wive us a very warm
weleome,  liet me come at once fo the impressions 1 have
received sinee fivst [ arvived ol our headquarter station
in Simia ; and lere again let me say that [ am grateful
indeed for the cordiality of the reeeption we recetved on
our arrival. DBut I assure you that my approach to Simla
brought back to my mind - muny recollections of years
gone by, when I used to be swimoned to this hill-top by
either Liord llardinge, Lord Chelmsford or Lord Reading,
and [ remember that [ used to approusch it with feelings
of some spprehensionand anxiety, for 1 was only a
Provineial Governor and here 1 knew the seats of the
mighty were to be found. And now the wheel of fate
has sordained that 1 am to be the leader of the mighty
myself !

Well, Sir, T shall endeavour to the best of my ability
to accommodate myself to my new respounsihilities, and
should like at once to ackmowledge the generous friend-
ship and support that 1 have alveady reeccived from all
my colleagues, who share with me the responsibility for
the peaceful and orderly administration of the eountry,
and I rejoice to feel that T am once again closely asso-
ciated with many members of those great Services who
have done in the past, and are still doing, such splendid
and devotel work for the progress and development of
Todia.  And T wnst add that this old ‘ Koi hai ** can'
resist A feeling of pride in the thought that Le has had

o2
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gomething to do in starting on useful and brilliant careers
in this country several of the gentlemen who are sitting
round this table tonight.

There is another impression which has been very
vividly forced upon me during the few short weeks that
1 have been engaged in my duties as Vieeroy. I am
quite elear that the work that the Viceroy has to do ig
mueh too heavy for a gentleman of my mature years,
and I venture {o hope that all those concerned, when
they get over to London in the near future, will hurry
on towards the completion of their lahours in regard to
the Constitutional TReforms, so that my life may more
closely approximate to the four happy years I spent in
Canada as a  Constitutional  Governor-General, and in
order that I may shortly be relieved of many of my
administrative duties. I think it is true to say that I
have arrived in India at a time of intense interest and
considerable anxiety ; at a time when it requires steady
heads and stout hearts to surmount the difficulties that
lie before us ; but this is no time for depression or
pessimism, for difficulties” arve iare to he overcome. It
is a time surely when we ought all to get together an:
work together in a spirit of co-operation, goodwill and
mutual confidence until the clouds of our difficulties are
all swept away and the sun of peace and progress is
again shining on this fair country. The economie, and
in consequence the financial situation, are causing us
much anxiety and concern, and I am often told-—and it
gives me little consolation—that we are in the fashion
and that this depression is world-wide in its charaecter.
For T think that the present conditions hit particularly
hard a ccuntry like this, which depends so largely for
its prosperity and its revenues on the prices of all its
agricultural resources. We must all surely sympathise
very deeply with the trials of that vast mass of our
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population who are chiefly engaged in the industry of
agriculture ; and 1 am very glad to feel that the Pro-
vineial (tovernmentis are fully alive to their responsi-
bilities and are doing everything in their power—and will
continue to do so-—to relieve the difficulties of the situation.

But I am fortunate tonight in being able to give
yvou more than a mere general assurance on these matters,
for T cau eall your attention to some very important things
which have happened in the last days, or even hours,
which have spened the way to a new vista of hope in the
economiv sphere.  First and foremost 1 must allude to the
statement made yesterday in the Tlonse of Commons by
the Prime Minister—who I believe is recognised by all
parties in this country as a troe friend of India and who
conld  hardly have given a more solid proof of his
friendship than he has  done in this staternent. His
Majesty's  Government. by their. generous promise to
support Tndia  finaneially in this time, when the com-
bination of eonstitutional uneertainfies with the economie
erisis has made the pesition so diffienlt, have given a
practical proot of their  ‘desire to help India, and to
ereate conditions which will make it possible to launch
the new Consritution with real hopes of success. But
they have done more than this, for they have, T hope,
helped to create confidence, the heneficial effects of which
will be immediately felt both by the general publie, and
by my Governwent in theiv power to deal with the
present situation. Tn short, T regard this generous
gesture by His Majesty’s Government as an event of
the greatest value to all elasses in India in this eritical
time.

Turning from this T mnst refer to another way in
which His Majestv’s Government have in the last days
given us practieal relief. 1In ready response to the lead
given by Mr. Hoover they have extended to the Domi-
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nions and to India the bencfit of the suspension of War
payments, and we shall  thervcfore be relieved——partly
during the current financial year and partly during next
year—of a total burden of £836,000. As against this we
shall ourseclves forego for the time our share of repara-
tion payvments which for the same period are estimated
at £227,000. The net relief to India is therefore just over
£600,000.

Lastly, { am sure you would wish me to express
India’s keen appreciation of that splendid deelaration of
the President of the United States, to  whieh I have
already referred, making an offer which displays a desire
for international co-operation which T feel is an example
to us all. I think it 'is no exaggeration to say that the
combination of these three events may be taken to alter
the whole ceonomic outlook. Great diffieulties indeed
remain and these wmust be tackled in a spirit of self-
sacrifice and unflinching effort, but beyond these difficul-
ties we can now sce the dawn of a new hope for better
times.

Let me now torn for a moment to say a word on the
political sitnation as T found it when first I arrived in
this country. I mean to say nothing of the past beyond
thig, that T know it has heen a period of great trouble
and diffieulty : a time of great strain and stress on all
those who are responsible for the administration. 1
take this opportunity of cxpressing my appreciation and
admiration of the work so ably and so lovally performed
by all the great public Services of India ; and T am
particularly glad to make a special reference to those two
Services whose primary dnty it ix to maintain the peace,
and obedience to the law of the land. T refer of course
to the Army and Police. T am glad to be able to express
to officers and men of hoth those Serviees my keen appre-
ciation of the loyalty the steadiness and self-restraint
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with which they have carried out their duties in times
of extreme anxiety and on  occasions often of great
provocation, and to assure them that they have carned,
and are still earning, the gratitude and admiration for
their fine scrvice of all peace-loving citizens of India.

No, Sir, my purpose tonight is to apply myself to
the political situation at the present juncture ; and it
seems to me that there are two very important political
questions whieh were much i the public mind when T
arrived. The first of these was the Settlement made
between my predecessor,  Liovd Irwin, and Mr. Gandhi,
the leader of the Congress  Party,. on Mareh 5th last.
The second was the necessity for the carly consideration
of the further activities of the Reound Table Conference,
whose preliminary diseussions had concluded in London
a few months before T arrvived in India, With regard to
the first of these matters I would only say that I have
taken over the duty of implementing this agreement and,
with the help of Tocal Govermments, shall endeavour with
absolute sincerity to see that its terms are carried out.
And I am glad teo be able to say; with complete eonfidence
that, from a conversation I have had with Mr. Gandhi,
I know that he is equally sincere in his desire to carry
out its terras on lis side. But in this connection [ feel
bound to make this one observation. T have often seen
in the Press statements and spceeches made by eertain
individnals who express the view thal this agreement is
no agreement for peace but merely for a truce in order
to give time for preparation for further agitation. I
wish to say quite frankly that T do not think tiiat this 18
a fair way of carrying out this agreement, which was
honourahly entered into between Tiord Trwin and
Mr. Gandhi. T stand for. peace, not for a truee, and I
appeal to all who have at heart the best inferests of the
country to do the same, for T am convineed of this that
it is only through peacc that we can secure the economie



24 Speeches by the Earl of Willingdon.

Chelmsford Club Dinner.

and political future of India. And sarely the purpose
of this Scttlement is to get rid of strife and agitation and
to seecure co-operation and goodwill in order to create an
atmosphere, particularly at this time, which will be
helpful in every way for the purpose of working out the
future constitutional advance.

And this brings me to the second matter which en-
gaged my attention directly I arrived here, namely, the
necessity for settling as soon as possible the date for the
further diseussions of the Round Table Conference. As
you all are aware, alter some negotiations Ilis Majesty’s
Government informed us that they were prepared to re-
start the discussions on Junc 29th. But it was found
that both in Tndia and in Eneland there were considerable
diffienlties in aceepting this date ; and finally, after some
further negotiation, the date has been fixed for September
5th to resime the discéussions in London. Personally I
eould have wished that we could have started earlier, but
it was clearly inconvenient to many representatives of
important interests, and T hope the date now fixed will
he found generally acceptable—at least it will give time
for all those econcerned to  make further preparations
before they meet again in London—and I profoundly hope
that all important interests will be present round the
table at the Conference when it resumes in a few weeks
what T hope will be the final stages of its work. And T
wish to appeal to all people in this country, hoth official
and non-official, whatever their race, caste or crveed, to
help me to carry out the terms of this Settlement in order
that we may secure the hest possible atmosphere in which
to continue efforts towards the solution of controversies
still unsettled and to carry forward the discussions of
Constitutional Reform. T appeal too to my fellow-
countrymen at home to vealise all the difficulties that
confront us here, to treat the situation in India as an
important Empire problem and not to allow it to become
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u matter of loeal party political concern. And last, but
by no means least, 1 appeal to the Press, from whom I
have always received the most fair and generous treat-
ment during a long public service in the past, to give me
their poweriul support towards the attainment of these
great ends.

There i+ one further impression which I must say a
word about and which has forced itself on my mind
during the few weeks that I have lived here. 1 ean’t
help feeling that there scems around me an atmosphere
of depression and of pessimism, There even seem doubts
and miseivings in the mindg ol some regarding the
maintenance of the Dritish connection in India. With
regard to the depression and  pessimism I would only
reiterate what T have already said that when difficulties
are before us it is no time for depression, but we must
all pull together to get through. And for myself I refuse
to share these doubts with regard to the British connec-
tion or lock to the future other than with confidence, for
I am convineed that the overwhelming majority of the
Princes and people of India want the British conneection
to remain. It is perfectly 'irue that character of the
administration of this country will be different in the
future to what it has been in the past, for we are all
working rapidly towards the time when Indians will take
over the administration of their own affairs, to the time
when thev will become absolutely equal partners with the
other Dominions under the Crown. But I am confident
that that administration when it comes, in the future as
in the past, will be under the Flag of the Dritish Empire.
And surely too when it comes it will be for us, British,
the culminating point in the greatest piece of Empire
service that the world hag ever known.

And if T am right in what T have said, then will
come nearer the vision T have always had befora wme, the
ideal for which T have always worked during long years
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of public service~—a great Commonwealth of Nations
consisting of great eountries spread all over the world,
grown up and developed to their full strength, freely
and justly administered by the ecitizens of their own
particular country, comprising many different races,
colours and creeds, bound together by one common tie,
loyalty to our King-Emperor King George, and by the
example of their administration exercising an overpower-
ing influence in securing peace and goodwill among the
nations of the world. And so 1 say again to you tonight,
as [ said in London a tew weeks before T left for India,
I go forward to my lahours with faith, hope and optimism,
Faith, complete faith; in a great Providence who ** shapes
our ends, rough-hew them as we will >’ ; hope that that
same Providence may give us all the Christian spirit—and
T use the word ‘¢ Christian ’> in its widest and most
Catholic sense—to work together in mutual confidence
and goodwill for the benefit and welfare of this great
country ; optimism that hefore my term of office is over
I may be much more nearly a Constitutional Governor-
General, and that this great eountry before long may once
again be on its way to assured and increasing prosperity.

ADDRESS F¥ROM THE MUNICIPAL BOARD OF
CAWNPORE.

17th August

103l His Excelleney the Vieeroy received an Address of Weleome

from the Municipal Board of Cawnpore on the 17th August
and in reply made the following speech :—

Gentlemen of the Municipal Board,—1 thank you,
Sir, most sineerely on my own behalf and that of Lady
Willingdon for your most cordial welecome on this our
first visit to your ecity. T should also like to take this
opportunity of expressing my grateful thanks to the
Distriet Beard Members for the desire they also expressed
to present us with an address of weleome.
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You referred in your address with justifiable pride
to the position Cawnpore has attained in Northern India.
Its suecess s typical of what joint enterprise can aceom-
plish in transforming a pre-oninently agricultuPal tract
into a vommereial and industrial eentre. DBut 1 realise
that the growth of industry and commerce has inerecased
vour manitold duties in  municipal administration. I
congratulate you warmly on what you have already
achieved awl am glad to learn that the Improvement
Trust and vhe Munivipal Board are working together
harmoniously and with soch good  results, to solve the
question of expansion_and to)increase the amenities of
your growing population.

You tell me that your activities have recently suffered
a most unfo-tunate set-bhack, hoth ‘on account of the world
trade depression, which is seriously affecting Tndian along
with other countries, aud also becaunse of the deplovable
communal riots which have recently taken place in your
midst. T trust you will all work whole-heartedly to
dispel this feeling of mufnal distrust and rvestore the
spirit of eonfidence and security that is so essential to the
prosperity of an industrial eoinmunity.

The growth of Cawnpore is an epitome of develop-
ment in [ndia, where British and Indian enterprisc work-
ing hanid in hand have huilt up prosperons business and
provided for the well-being of the people. T nray that
in the same spivit of willing ev-operation the discussions
at the Tourd Table Conference will shortly be resumed,
and will bring to Tndia constitutional Reforms that will
fulfil the hichest aspirations of all classes of our people.

The administration of a eity like Cawnpore is a most
onerons problem and it is the duty of the people to co-
operate and asdist those responsible for the watelh and
ward of 1ife and property. The cesponsibility thrown ou
the Police during the past few months has been very
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heavy and I gratefully express my appreciation of the
way in which they have discharged their duties with a
singlencss of purpose and unselfish devotion to duty which
is beyond all praise.

I was particularly pleased to hear of the efforts which
you are making to provide adequate educational facilities
for the boys and girls of your Municipality. For, it is
incumbent upon all who are responsible for the education
of the youth of this country to see that they are fitted
for the part they will be called upon to play in the future
of India when I trust that minor controversies will have
disappeared and India will take her place in the world
which her numbers and her tradition so rightly merit.

Let me thank you for the good wishes you have ex-
pressed for the success of my Vieceroyalty. Tt shall be
my sole endeavour during my term of office to strive to
adminigter with a elose understanding of the peoples’
wishes, with a sympathetic feeling for their troubles and
with an earnest endeavour to do justice to all without
distinetion of race or creed.

In conelusion T wish to thavk you once again for
the very warm welcome which you have extended to my
wife and myself today. We offer you our warmest wishes
for the progress and prosperity of Cawnpore.

HIS EXCELLENCY THE VICEROY'S ADDRESS TO THE
COMBINED LEGISLATURES.

His Excelleney the Viceroy attended in State the Chamber
of the Legislative Assembly on the morning of the 14th
September 1931 and addressed the Members of both Honges of
the Indian Legislature as follows :—

Gentlemen of the Indian Legislature—As a pre-
liminary to my general remarks this morning, T wish at
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once to make reference to the tragie death of Sir Steuart
Pears, the Chief Commissioner of the North-West
Frontier Province, whieh occurred at Nathia Gali on the
9th of this month. In him the Government of India
have lost an officer of wide experience, sound judgment
and immense knowledge of the Froutier, whose serviees
could ill be spared at the present juncture. I wish to
pay this brief tribute to his memory and to temder to
Lady Pears an expression of my deep and sincere
sympathy, with wlich, T am sure, you will all desire to
be associated.

I consider it a great privilege and pleasure, as
Viceroy of India, to meet today and to welcome Hon’ble
Members of both our Legislative: Chambers, who are
gathered heve to assist aud advise my Government on the
important matters which will be laid before them during
this Session for their consideration. 1 should like to
extend a special  word of grecting to you, Sir Henry
Monerieff Smith, who, as President of the Council of
State, have upheld the dignity and usefulness of our
seeond Chamber dnring the period of your tenure of
that high office. And T am delighted to ecxtend an
equally sincere grecting to my old friend, the President
of the Legislative Assembly, for I feel that it is to me
a partieularly happy augury that in his person I am
renewing an association full of pleasant memories of the
days when Sir Ibrabim Rahimtoolab gave me such
valuable assistance in guiding the destinics of the
Presidency of Bomhay.

We are met at a time when the fulure development
and progress of Tndia are engaring the attention of our
delegates in Tondon, and we all trust that their discus-
sions with their British fellow-delegates, which have just
recommenced, may produce the best possible results, at
a time too when both the political, the finanecial and
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economic conditions of the country arc causing us all the
greatest anxiety and coneern. It is survely a timc when,
more than ever before, all races, classes and communities
in Tndia should ecultivate the spirit of eo-operation, of
mutual confidence and trust, for is it not true to say that
we all have a great common purpose in view, namely, the
handing over to Indians the responsibility of the adwin-
istration of their local alfaivs, with a view fo securing for
India an absolutely equal position  alongside the other
Dowinions within the Brilish lrmpire ¢ lLet me now give
you some information as to snelrimportant  happenings
that have taken place, sucl Frosh problems that will have
1o be faced, since last Hon’ble Members met for their
administrative duties.

1 am elad to he uble to inform you that, in the field
of external affairg, our forcign relations ave ol a perfeetly
satisfactory chavaeter, and that our relations with the
Foreign States whose bomudaries adjoin India eontinue
most cordial in every way.

Let me turn yowr attention for a few moments to
inter-Imperial relations.

As Hon’ble Members are aware, the Government of
India deputed the Rt. Hon'ble V. 8, Srinivasa Sastri to
represent them hetfore the Joint Seleet Committee of the
two Houses of Parliament in Lendon on the question of
East  Africa. My, Sastri gave evidenee before the
Committee fowards the middle of June, and widespread
satisfaction will be felt at the faet that, on the guestion
of Closer Union, the views, which the Government of
India finally authorised him to express on their behalf,
were in complete accord with those of nom-official Indian
opinion, both in this country and in Fast Afriea. My
Government now await the report of the Committee with
great interest. :
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The depression in the rubber and, latterly, in the
tea industry has seriously affected the Indian labourer in
Malaya and Ceylon. The Governments of these two
territories have shown a commendable spirit of  co-
operation with us in ensuring that the measure of saerifice
imposed by the economic erisis on the Indian labourer is
not proporticnately greater than what he ean legitimately
be expected to bear along with the other elements en-
gaged in the industry, and that the labourer, who is not
prepared to bear bis shaverof the saerifice, is repatriated
to this country free of cost. My Government are watch-
ing the economic situation, in so far ag it affects the
Indian labourer, with constant and sympathetic vigilance
and will do all rhat lies in their power to safeguard his
interests,

When the Order in Couneil on the subject of the
franchise in Ceylon was first promulgated, there was
considerable misgiving as to ity effeet on the Indian
aspirant to the vote. "It was feared that the requirement
of a certificare of permanent settlement would have the
effect of debarring a great many Indians from eclaiming
the franchise. Hon’ble Members will be glad to hear
that the great majority of Indians, who have sought
admission to the electoral roll, have done so on the strength
of domicile which ean be established by a proof of five
years' continuous residence in the lIsland. The total
number of Indian electors is over 100,000 and it is hoped
that. as the Indian population of Ceylon learns to appre-
elate the value of the vote and of organisation, their
numbers will inerease. Meanwhile, my Government have
learnt with great satisfaction that one of the Indian
elected Members of the State Clouneil has seeured a seat in
the Ministry.

Early in the new year representatives of the Govern-
ment of India will meet the representatives of the Gov-
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ernment of the Union of Sonth Africa to consider matters
arising out of the working of the Cape Town Agreement
which was concluded in 1927. As Hon'ble Members are
aware, the Union Government, in deference to our
representations, have agreed to postpone consideration of
the Bill to regulate the tenure and ownership of immovable
properties by Indians in the I'ransvaal until after this Con-
ference which will also consider this projected measure of
legislation, My Government are deeply appreciative of
the spirit of {riendliness of which this decision of the
Tmion Government is a sign, «nd earncstly hope that it
will help to ensure for the Conference an issne satisfactory
and honourable both to Tndia and to South Africa. Non-
official Indian opinion, both in South Africa and in this
country, has heen greatly alarmed by this Bill, as also
by certain other Jegislation, of whiech the recent amend-
ment of the Immigration Aect of the Union in respeet of
the value of Transvaal Registration certificates is the
most important. The Government of India are of
opinion that there is justification for this feeling, but do
not despair of a satisfactory settlement of all these
questions, provided that the  representatives of both
Governments approach them with earnest resolution to
maintain and, indeed, improve upon the friendly relations
which the Conference of 1927 did so mueh to establish.
I feel confident that the interests of I[ndia will be fully
maintained by her representatives wunder the wise and
able Chairmanship of Sir Fazl-i-Ilusain.

In his speech at the opening of the Legislative
Assembly in January last, my predceessor made reference
to the eollapse in world prices of agriculturdl products,
and the distress which was thereby  being  caused.
Except in a few cases, there has, 1 am afraid, been no
improvement in the trend of prices sinee then, and the
situation for a country which is as dependent as Tndia
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on the prices she realises for the produets of her fields is
one of great anxiety. My Government have been watching
the situation with eonecern. 1 am glad to be able to say
that the reports which we have reccived show that Local
Governments have been adopling vigorous measures to
grapple with it. Substantial remissions and suspensions
of land revenue have been granted wherever the situation
rendered sueh a course neeessary and similar measures
have been adopted in respect of local rates and irrigation
dues in several Provineces. Agricultural loans have been
given on a liberval scale and  concessions made in the
matter of the repavment of outstanding loans, and when
necessary measures have also been taken to open test
relief works and to distribute gratuitous relief. In
Madras and the TUnited Provinces committees were
appointed by the Loeal Governments to enquire into the
existing situation and soggest measures of relief, and the
recommendations made by these  committees are being
given effect to as far as possible. Ilarvest prospeets in
themselves, I am happy to be able to say, are promising.
The reports which we have reeeived show that except in
Sind, Upper Burma and, in particular, parts of Bengal
which have recently been visited by the most disastrous
floods, the condition of the crops and agricultural pros-
peets are, gencrally speaking, satisfactory.

‘What then is wanted to bring about a general im-
provement in the situation is a rise in prices. or that
we must, I am afraid, wait for the revival, which we all
hope will not be much further delayed, in general economie
conditions throughout the world.

India, as one of the original signatories of the
Covenant. of the League of Nations, has always taken a
prominent part in the deliberations of the Assembly ;
and, in accordance with the desire expressed on many
occasions by the Indian Legislature, our Delegation is,

L20PSV D
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for the third time, being led by a distinguished Indijan.
The League, as is well known, concerns itself not only
with its primary objects of disurmament and peace, but
also with other beneficent and humanitarian activities ;
and in these as well as in the matter of co-operation in
the economic and social spheres which form a considerable
part of the League’s funections, India is largely concerned
and her Delegates have always evinced therein a lively
.interest. I am sure [ shall be voicing the sentiments of
all of you when T wish Sir B. L. Mitter and his colleagues
on the Delegation every suecess in the work of the Session
which commenced last Monday.

Tn addressing you last Jannary at Delhi, my pre-
decessor referred to the Royal = Commission on Labour
presided over by my Right Hon'ble friend Mr. Whitley,
which was then engaged in the concluding stages of its
work, The Report of the Commission has since been pub-
lished, and their recommendations are recciving the careful
consideration of the Government of India. After consulta-
tion with the Provineial  Governments, proposals for
legislation will in due  ¢ourse Le placed before the
Legislature. The thanks of the Government and people
of India are dne to Mr. Whitley and his colleagues for
their valuable report based on o very thorough investiga-
tion of the conditions of labour in this country,

T should also like to acknowledge the invaluable
serviees rendered on behalf of India at the International
Labour Conferences by Sir Atul Chatterjee who has
reecently relinguished charge of his duties as High Com-
missioner for India. Sir Atul was associated with the
International Labour Organisation from its inception in
1919. Out of the 15 Sessions of the Conference held so
far, Sir Atul has attended no less than 11, and from 1926
he has been in addition the permanent representative of
the Government of India on the Governing Body of the
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International Labour Organisation. IIis election as
President of the International Labour Conference in 1927
was a signal hounour to India.

I now wcome to the matter which is that of most
immediate praetical importance-—the finanecial situation.

At the outset 1 must express my appreciation of the
sreai serviees rendered by those chosen by the Legislature
to represent them on the varions  Retrenchment Com-
mittees. This is an oceasion on which my Government,
in a desire to act in a manner responsive to publie opinion
as represented in the - Liegislature, have invited the
anofficial representatives to join with them, and lend
them their support, in  performing a very difficult, a
very unpleasant, but yet a very necessary task. It is
with great appreciation that I have been able to note how
whole-hearted has been the response to this invitation.
During the past months a great number of your Members
have been devoting themselves in different places to an
exhaustive examination of the various fields of publice
expenditure. Their work has bheen given ungrudgingly,
often at grea* inconvenience and personal sacrifice. One
Member, the late Mr. K. C. Roy, whose untimely and
tragie loss I, and all of you, so deeply deplore, continued
his labours on one of the most arduous Sub-Committees
almost to the very moment when he was struck down.

T am glad to have this opportunity to express the
appreciation and thanks of myself and of my Government
for the public serviees thus rendered by all members of
these Commitiees,

Their interim reports will receive the most urgent
consideration by my Government, for the introduction of
practical measures brooks no delay. Tiet me now say
a few words ahout our financial plans.

In present circumstances India, like practically
every other country, must regard it as her foremost dutp

2
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to devise means to weather the unpreeedented economic
storm which is now disturbing the whole world. It is
essential in the interests of the country’s credit that
special action in this matter should not be delayed, and
you will be informed shortly of my Government’s pro-
posals for dealing with the situation. For the present it
suffices for me to announce clearly and decisively that we
are determined to meet the situation adequately, and to
maintain those principles of sound finanece which India
has always followed. This lime of constitutional change
is not one for making & dangerous experiments with
untried methods. On the contrary, we shall work on the
proved principles which in the long run always reward
those who have the courage and tenacity to hold fast fo
them. I would add that rumours that my Government
propose to meet the difficultics by such methods as lower-
ing the value of the country’s ecurreney are entirely
unfounded.

The plans necessary to restore (inancial equilibrium
will inevitably demand sacrifices from all elasses from the
highest downwards, and T am confident not only that
these sacrifices will he willingly made, bnt that India will
emerge successfully from her present troubles. The in-
trinsic position of India is thoroughly sound. She has
not pledged hier eredit to finamee extravagant or nuprodue-
tive expenditure; her trade is based on commodities
which are necessities for the world, and she ean produce
them on terms which ean compete with any other country.
Sueh diffienlties as we must now encounter are caused,
not by any infernal defects, hut by an economie eyelone
whieh has eome equally upon all the world, and which ne
single country by ifs own isolated action can alleviate
Our task in these eirecumstances is to preserve the situation
until the forece of the tempest is past. And, in order
that we may succeed in this task, the one great need is
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that all classes and communities in India, officials and
businessmen, Indians and Europeans, town and eountry,
should pull together with a common effort. This is a
time for all those who are serving India, or who owe to
her their political or economic allegiance, to put the
publie interest above all thoughts of private gain or
political advantage. This is the appeal which I wish to
hroadeast to the ecountry. I{ it is heard, then I can
safely prophesy that India will emerge strengthened from
her trials. and that in years to come she will be able to
look back upon the present purging process ag an event
which, though painful at the time;, was a blessing in
disguise. The public finances will have been thoroughly
overhauled, and the mew constitution will start with
troubles of this kind behind it, and with a clear road for
improvement in the future.

The eyes of India are now fixed on those statesmen
who are sitting in Tondon and carrying on the work of
constitutional reform which reeeived such an auspicious
beginning last winter culminaling in the announcement
of His Majesty’s Glovernment on the 19th of January,
which went rar ahead of any previous deeclaration of their
policy and set the stage afresh for co-operation in the
great task of Indian constitutional reform. The delegates
attending the Conference will be confronted with many
diffieult details, but it is a matter of the greatest satis-
faction to kvow thut every party s now represented at
the Round Tuble Conference. and it is my earnest hope
that an agreced solution will he reached in regard to con-
stitutional matters ineluding an agreement on eommunal
questions to the satisfaction of all communities, especially
the minorities. the safeguarding of whose rights has been
assured by Ilis Majesty’s Government. I would point
out that in matters affecting the Reforms my Government
has not been idle since the adjonrnment of the Round
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Table Conference last winter. Apart from material
supplied to the Secretary of State, it has set up enquiries
on the lines directed by the Conference. The experts’
proposals on the financial consequences of the separation
of Burma have been submitted for consideration to the
Standing Finance Committee. Copies of the report of
the North-West Frontier Provinece Subjeets Committee
have been supplied to all Members of the Legislature.
The recommendations of the Committee have been con-
ceived on generous lines and will, it is hoped, meet the
aspirations of the Frontier Province to stand on a posi-
tion of constitutional equality with: the other Provinces.
The Sind financial enguiry i now in progress and plans
have already been made to set up ihe Orissa Committee
during the cold weather. The Tederal Strueture Com-
mittee in London has already resumed its labours aceom-
panied by the good wishes of all in Tndia, and T must
emphasise once again the supreme desirability of main-
taining peaceful conditions in Tndia during the discus-
sions which are now taking plaece, and I appeal with all
the emphasis at my command to those who have the
interests of this great country at heart to preserve an
atmosphere of peace and tranquillity.

‘We must all have been shocked and horrified at the
brutal and senseless murders and attempts to murder
which have taken place in this country during the last
few months, and I am sure we should all wish to express
our deepest sympathy with the families of Mr. Garlick
and Khan Bahadur Ahsanullah and Lieut. IText who have
all met their deaths at the hands of these assassins, and
by whose deaths we have lost three officers who in their
several ways were giving valuahle service to this country
and the British Empire. I think too that we should
wish to express our feelings of prateful thanks for the
Providential escape from death of Flis Excellency the
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Governor of Bombay and Mr. Cassells, the Commissioner
of Dacea.

A disquieting feature of these tragic happenings lieg
in the faet that these outrages have been committed for
the most part by immature youths who, at the most
emotional and susceptible time of their lives, are being,
literally, exploited through the teachings and writings of
revolutionary leaders to carry out their eriminal and
murderous  designs.  While . Local Governments are
primarily concerned inthe arduous and dangerous task
of ecombating this movement, I feel that they are entitled
to receive all assistance within reason that we are able
to give. [ am confident that I and my Government in
the performance of our manifest duty can rely on the
support of Hon’ble Members in taking all necessary and
reasonable steps to stamp out these terrorist and revolu-
tionary activities whieh are destroying the fair name of
Tndia in the eves of the world.

I am glad to be able to inform Hon'ble Members
that the sitnation in Burma, which has for months
past been causing us mueh anxiety and concern,
has  within the last few weeks been showing
signs of markad improvement. It is a matter of parti-
eular gratifieation that therc has been a cessation, which
I hope will be maintained, of racial and communal strife.
I profonndly trost that before long peaceful conditions
will once again be the happy lot of that Provinee.

[ am sure you would wish me to express our thanks
to officers and men both of the Army and the Police for
the admirable way in which they have carried out their
duties wnder the most diffieult and trying conditions,
and, while we must all sympathise with His Excellency
the Governor of Burma and his (Government on the diffi-
culties they have had to surmount, T can confidently
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assure you that their one desire is to get back to normal
conditions as soon as possible, to pursue a policy of
clemency as far as circumstances will allow, and to take
all practicable measures for the relief of economic
distress.

‘In leaving you to carry on your duties, I trust that
a great Providence may guide you in your labours and
that the results of vyour deliberations may prove of
lasting benefit to our country and to all classes of its
people,

ADDRESS FROM THE NEW DELHI MUNICIPAL COM-
MITTIL.

His Excellency the Viceroy rcceived an Address of Welcome
from the Municipal Committee of New Delhi at the Vieeroy’s
House, on the 26th Qctober 1931 and replied in the following
lerms (—

Gentlemen,—Tiet me thank you, Sir, and the Members
of the New Delhi Municipal Committee for your weleome
10 me today on my arrival amongst you in my position as
Viceroy of India to spend the winter season in this young
capital surrounded as it is by jts historical associations of
an immemorial past, and with its possibilities of what we
all hope may be a limitless future.

And 1 think there is an added interest to me in my
arrival, for T can well remember the frequent visits I used
to pay here in years gone by when your Municipal area
was in the early stages of its development, and now I return
to find the magnificent buildings fully completed which
are the home of the Central Government of India, and the
fine lay-out of roads, parks and open spaces to provide all
the amenities of life to your future residents.
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The foundations of our New Capital eity are well and
truly laid, but I realise to the full the heavy duty and
responsibility that falls on all you gentlemen. For your
task must be to see that the developments of modern eivie
life should always (if I may use your own words) blend
with the splendidly tenacious evidences of your traditions
of the past, and that your capital city will with all its
natural advantages in time become the most beautiful city
in the British Empire, and that the Governments of the
future will aiways show that harmonious mingling of East
and West, ttat co-operative spirit for which many of us
have for long years been working in this country.

You havs told me in your address of your lLiopes and
ambitions for yvour ecity with which I assure you I am in
complete sympathy, of the added duties which you will Le
shortly taking over and of the necessities and requirements
that you counsider desirable in order that you ean carry
out your work with efficiency.

I wus also glad te learn that you realise that such
proposals as you have made to me are not immediately
practicable owing to the present finaneial stringency, 1
will therefore not go into any details on the various points
you raige, thcugh I promise you to keep them in mind, I
would merely onee again assure vou that so long as 1 am
a eitizen of New Delhi, T shall do my utmost to further
her best interasts, and T sincerely trust that, before my life
amongst vou comes to a conelusion, the days of prosperity
will have returned to India, and that T shall be able to
congratulate you on the faet that during the period of my
citizenship mneh has been done to inerease the effieiency of
vour administration and in promoting in a material and
satisfuctory degree the progress and advance of your
Municipality. May T thank vou in coneclusion for the
charming gocd wishes to my wife and myself from the
residents in New Delhi and assure you that the one purpose
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we have in our lives here is to secure peace and content-
ment for the people, and prosperity for a country where it
has been our privilege to spend many happy years of our
lives. And in thanking you for your services in the past,
may I wish you all suecess in the future, and assure you
that vou will always find these two citizens of yours takiug
a keen and personal interest in your activities.

LAYING UP OF COLOURS.

His Excellency the Viceroy made the following speech at
the laying up of Colours :—

Gentlemen,—I consider it a particular privilege to be
present here this morning and personally to receive the
colours of the three regiments which are represented here
today and to give you every assurance for their care and
custody in future years. In the olden days the Regimental
Colours were carried into action. They used to form the
rallying point round which the battle raged ; and they
were more precious to all ranks of the Regiment than life
itself.

In these days the Colours are no longer earried into
battle, but they still remain the emblems and the inspiration
of courage, self-sacrifice, and devotion to duty ; and they
are guarded no less jealously and no less reverently than
in the days of old.

There must be some feeling of sadness in your minds
in handing over these treasured emblems. But T desire
to assure you that I feel it a great honour to receive them,
that they will be safeguarded with all care and reverence,
and that the deeds of heroism which they have inspired in
the past will never be forgotten in the future.
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TION OF DELHL

His Excellency the Vieeroy received an Address of Weleome 25th Novem-
from the Muslim Associatiou of Delhi and in reply said i— ber 1931,

Gentlemen,—It has given me very great pleasure to
receive you here today and to listen to the cordial address
whieh you heve presented to me. Your kindly remarks
upon my past career are altogether too flattering, but it is
true enough that in its course I have become acquainted with
many countries and different nationalities, and though my
home is in the West, I can with all sincerity say that I
am no stranger to the Liast. There is no place in India
where an address from Muhammadans to the King-
Emperor’s representatives comes more fittingly than in
Delhi, which for so many centuries was the ecapital of
Muhammadan Emperors and which retains so many
glorious reminders of their rule. I am mnot unfamiliar
with what is left of the monuments of the outlying Muham-
madan Kingdoms of the Decean which were absorbed at
the time by the Moghul Emperors, but it is in Delhi itself
that I find myself in the heart and centre of traditions and
memories of Muslim supremaey.

It is this faet which reveals to me the inner signifi.
cance of an address from the Muslims of Delhi that repeats
the fervent and practieal expressions of loyalty to the
British Throne which have heen uttered here before. 1
note with great pleasure the expression which you, Sir,
have chosen in your address ‘‘ fervent and practical ex-
pressions of loyalty >’. Suech words are descriptive of
great civie qualities : fervour limited by a sense of the
practical., and the sense of the pracfical ingpired by
fervour.

You have referred in your address to the safeguarding
of Muhammadan interests. But may I remind you that
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the practical claims of all communities have been caretully
explored in many directions at the Round Table Con-
ference which is now gitting in London. The Prime
Minister at the approaching conclusion of the Round
Table Conference will make an announcement of the
policy of His Majesty’s Government. I am of course un-
able to anticipate that announcement or to indicate what
action will be taken if the communal settlement is not
reached. But I am confident that no decision will be
reached on the eommunal issue or on the general consti-
tutional question before the  Prime Minister and His
Majesty’s Government have fully acquainted themselves
with the necessities ‘and desires of Muslims and without
the closest regard for their legitimate aspirations.

You referred to the question of the possible extension
of the Delhi Province, Upon this matter I can only say
that if the proposal should come up to me in a praectical
form, the view of the Muhammadansg will be an important
factor in any decision at which I may arrive,

T regard as entirely natural the desire of the Muslim
community of Delhi that it should be adequately rvepre-
sented on the Governing Bodies of the educational institu-
tions in the Province, more especially on that of the most
important of them all, the University of Delhi. As
Chancellor of the University, in the affairs of which [
hope while T am here to take a deep interest, and which,
T need hardly remind you, has now an able and zealous
Vice-Chancellor who is a member of your community, I
consider it my duty to see that all interests which ean
legitimately claim representation are properly represented
on the Court and on the Executive and Academic Couneils.
I am, however, inelined to doubt whether the amendment
of the University Act would provide the best method of
achieving the object at which you aim and think that the
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possibility of obtaining it by other ways should first be
explored,

As far ss the Anglo-Arabie College is concerned, 1
feel sure that the requests which you have made will be
carefully ccnsidered by the Chief Commissioner, and I
can further assure you that sympathetie consideration will
be given to any proposals which require the sanction of
the Government of India when the financial situation is
such as to allow them to give an increased grant,

1 appteciate the feeling with which you regard the
adequate representation of your eommunity in the publie
services. | would assure you that we on our part are
no less alive to its importance. May I remind you that
substautial progress has been achieved. With a few ex-
ceptions, in regard to posts of 4 technical nature, provision
has been made for the reservation of one-third of the
vacaneies from open competition in all services. ILiet me
give you some figures which are perhaps more convineing
than words. In the Indian Civil Service 20 vacancies
were reserved in this manner during the years 1927 to
1930, of which 17 were filled by the nomination of
Muslims, and in the Indian Police Service six of the 11
vacancies were similarly filled. A gratifying feature of
the last I. C. 8, competitive examination held at Delhi is
the success of six Muslim candidates, an augury, I hope,
of improving prospects of suceess for members of your

community in the open competitive examinations for our
public serviees,

You refer to the reduction of staff which has been
forced upon us by the present financial situation. The
principle we have adopted in making retrenchment of
permanent and temporary personnel in (Government ser-
viees is that the ratio between the various communities in
each category should be maintained to the nearest practi-
cable figure. You will recognise, T am sure, that this is
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the only way in which Government ean fulfil their obliga-
tions to their servants as a whole, but I am glad to
assure you that the operation of this principle is not
likely to affect the progressive inerease in the proportion
of Muslims in Government service, since new recruitment
will be made on the formula to which you refer.

You contemplate, you tell me, the establishment of
unions. I recognise that mutual benefit may acerue to
Government and its servants from service associations,
provided that they are established on sound principles and
represent a common bond of interest of Government servants
as such, and independent of the community to which they
belong. I trust that you will always remember that the
essential feature of all associations of Government servants
is their corporate nature, and that recognition can only be
accorded to associations formed on this prineciple.

As regards your request for facilities for worship
in the mosques under the Archwological Department, you
are no doubt aware that some of these mosques are open
to congregational worship. If there are any disabilities
which you feel should be removed in respeet of any parti-
cular mosque, I can assure you that, if you made a definite
request, it would receive due consideration,

As repards the feeling entertained by many Muslims
in favour of reform in the administration of their Wagqfs,
I assure yon that I and my Government recognise and
appreciate the anxiety of your community on this subject.
Ag you are aware, it forms part of the provinecial trans-
ferred subject of religious and charitable endowments, and
for obvious reasons, at this period of transition, we do
not contemplate any change in its classification, But neither
Lioeal Governments, who are directly concerned, nor we
ourselves have been idle. In several Provinces Cammittees
have examined the whole question and made recom-
mendations, and, while direct intervention on our part is
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constitutionally inappropriate, we asked Local Govern-
ments last year to consider the desirability of ascertaining
Muslim opinion, and of instituting further enquiries into
the problem, if this was found to be advisable.

In conelusion I wish to thank you heartily once again
for the cordial welcome which you have given me and
for the kind thought that inspired you to associate with
mine the name of Lady Willingdon. We have both
already derived the greatest pleasure from the study of
the many records of Muhammadan history and traditions
in many diffsrent parts of India, notably at Bijapur, and
though we have lived amongst you here for only a short
time we have seen something and hope to see much more
of these records in this = northern part of the country
where the great Muhammadan rulers exercised their
authority long years ago.

And in thanking you again for your address, let me
assure ven that the purpose of my life while T live
amongst yon is to secure peace, contentment and economie
prosperity {or all the people of this country, to see that
fairness and equality of opportunity are given to all
communities, and I shall strive to achieve these results in
full assurance that I shall always obtain loyal help and
encouragement from the great community which you
represent.

HIS EXCELLENCY THE VICEROY’S SPEECH TO THE
BENGAL (HAMBER OF COMMERCE, CALCUTTA.

His Excellency the Viceroy Junched with the Members of Tth Docember
the Bengal Chanher of Commerce on the 7th December 1931 1931,

and in reply to the Address presented by the Chamber, His
Exvelleney made the following speech :—

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,—Let me thank you all
most gratefully for the very cordial greeting which you
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have extended to me today on this, the first occasion on
which T have met collectively the members of your im-
portant body, the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, May
I thank you too, Sir, very particularly for your charming
greeting to my wife and to myself and for your good
wishes to me in the arduous task which 1 have under-
taken within recent months. That the work has been
anxious and strenuous it is very true to say. Indeed,
I doubt if ever a Viecroy before had such a variety of
problems to cope with-in the first few months of his
work. But I am still full of hope and confidence in the
future and would merely say that if I can keep my health
and my sense of humour I trust that we shall all be sailing
in smootier waters in this country before long.

My wife and I have frequently before now vealised
the charms of your cify of Caleutta, for I can remember
well coming to pay you visits here in the days of Liord
Carmichael, Lord Ronaldshay and Lord Lytton : and in-
deed it ix true that only ‘a few months ago I made an
effort to pay a visit to your present Governor, my old
friend Sir Stanley Jackson, but that, for reasons I need
not refer to, was abruptly cut short and my visit lasted
only 24 hours. T can remember losing money at your
races. I have still a vivid remembrance of almost every
bunker on your Tollygunge course and 1 can recollect a
visit I took to Darjeecling, and was taken in the early
bhours of the morning to Tiger Hill, looked over to the
great snow hills far away, was assured that I saw Mount
Everest among many other snow-capped peaks and came
back completely satisfied with iy trip. That we shail
have a delightful and enjoyable visit here I have no shadow
of doubt, and I am sure that my wife will have many oppor-
tunities of appreciating the many attractions of your city.
For myself when T look at my programme it seems to
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me that my life here is going to be of a very arduous
charaeter, uud I would like at ance to urge for your future
consideration that, when the jaded Vieeroy comes down
to Caleutta ow Jus next visit, he may come here for a
holiday, for rest and recuperation, and I trust that then
yvou will surround him with the charms and attractions
for which Calentta is so famed.

My, Chaiyen, 1 oshould like to endorse every word
yvou have said with regard to His Exeelleney Sir Stanley
Jackson. Xe bas, as -you say, -had to administer the
Bengal provines at a time af extraovdinary diffiealty and
unusual anxiety.  Indeed. it I may use a cricket expres-
sion which we both undemstand, he has played on a ter-
ribly sticky wicket all the time he has been here. But
he is still * Not Out’ and as I joined him at the wickets
a few months ago 1 am inelined to feel that our partner-
ship will win the mateh,

Aund what are we playing for ? Peace and order in
India and very particularly in the province of Bengal.
Peace in order that we may restore the economie prosperity
of the people of the country and create a proper atmos-
phere to werk rapidly forward towaprds the fruition of
constitutional reforms.  Order so that the peaccful citizen
ean go about lig husiness withont feeling in constant danger
of his life. Grievons and dangerous diseases require the
most drastic remedies, and T am quite sure that all loyal
citizens of this provinee and in Tndia as a whole will co-
operate with us in getting rid of the disease as quickly as
we possibly can.

I, with you, regret extremely the departure of Sir
Stanley Juckson in a few months, but I profoundly hope
that conditions in Bengal will soon be so improved that
when he leaves he will go with the assured knowledge und

L20PSY
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satisfaction of good work well done to the British Empire.
Let me add one word as to his snecessor. 1 have no per-
sonal acquaintance with Sir Jehn Anderson, but 1 know
that he is a gentleman of great administrative experience
and ability, and T am sure that he will receive the loyal
support of all parties in this province when he takes over
the important duties of his post,

How sincerely T agrec with you, Sir, in your wish that
finaneial conditions had been better in India on my arrival
here a few months ago, Lict me go further and say
how much I wish that the unrest which prevails in so many
parts of the country could be changed to co-operation and
good-will. T am sure that yau don’t suppose that it is any
pleasure to me to have to issue Ordinances of a drastic
nature and put my certificate on Bills which increase taxa-
tion for us all. Nothing, belicve me, is more distasteful
to me. more contrary to all my personal and political
instinets, and the. action T have taken has been foreed on
me by the necessities and the conditions in this country.
Nor, let me assure you, s it any pleasure to my Finance
Member, Sir George Schuster, to whom you have referred,
to be constantly dipping in those cverlasting springs of
which you have spoken. But T would beg of you to get
thig clearly in your minds. T am glad to say that I and
my colleagues are a very united ecabinet, and while it is
true that Sir George Schuster is our financial expert and
we generally take hiy adviee, I canuot allow him tg be
made to take the whole blame for this dipping process of
which yvon have spoken. We all wish to take our share of
the responsibility of making the dip, however much we
way regret the necewity of our wction at the present time.

One most satisfactory thing impressed me tremen-
dously when the finaneial erisis first struck us a few weeks
ago and that was the steadiness with which the shoek was
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received by all classes and couditious of people in India.
For that | am extremely graicful and particularly to the
great business and commereial houses, who very naturally
are most deeply interested in finance. [ am always an
optimist and I believe that I see signs of improvement in
the general economice condition of the country, and I can
only say that 1 profoundly hope that when Sir George
Schuster brings in his budget of 1933 he may have a
much happicr story to tell you than he eould this year.
But if we are to get the improvement which T anticipate
we must have a peaceful atmosphere throughout the coun-
trv. We want it in order to establish that confidence in
the credit of India, which is essential to India among the
countries of the workd and through which alene we ean
assure that economic prosperity which I look forward to.

The Round Table Conference delegates have just con-
cluded their labours and have shown us the determination
of British and Indians to co-operate together and work
forward as rapidly as possible towards altaining a federal
constitution, It is now for us in India to carry on the
work, and T sincerely hope that the committecs that have
been outlined in the Prime Minister’s statement will get
to work rapidly. and report in a short time the result
of their labonrs. Tor myself 1 would only repeat a state-
ment I made in the first speech that I delivered as Viceroy
at Simla. a statement which eaused sone combient at the
time, a statement which I entirely adhere to, that T trust
that they will complete their labours without delay, with
sinecere and genuine co-operation, and that [ shall find
myself in a reasonably short time much more nearly a
eonstitutiona) Governor-General as T was in the Dominion
of (anada a short time ago. Tiet me emphasise onee morve
that we want peaceful conditions in this country to restore
its economie prosperity and to work out as rapidly as we

2
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ean a great scheme of constitutional advance, and in order
to attain that end I believe it is the duty of all of us to
prevent, as far as we can, individuals or organizutions
from destroying this great purpose which we have in view.

And so 1 go forward with the same palitieal principles
that T have always held during my administrative life in
India, The first of these is msisteuce on obedience to the
laws of the Jand and the «ceond a determination whieh I
have always had to help to lead India on till she secures
complete responsibility in the administration of her affairs
and becomes an equal partner with the other Dominions
under the Crown. [ &m sure-vou will agree that the results
of the Round Table Conterenee have shown us that we are
all working to a common end, and I call upon all loyal
citizens of Tndia, who have the true interests of the country
at heart, T eall upon ail communities, interests and organiza-
tions to get rid of that spirit of distrust, ill-will and suspi-
cion that exists in so wany purts of the country at the pre-
sent time, and to co-operate with me and my Government
and all Provincial Governments of this country in order
that we may move vapidly forward till we reach our pro-
mised goal.

And in thanking you once again for the cordial wel-
come you have given me foday, I know that T shall find no
mare loyal helpcers in this great effort than among the mem-
bers of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce.

ADDRESS OF WELCOME FROM THE BRITISH INDIAN
ASSOCTATION, CALCUTTA.,

In reply to the Address of Welcome presented by the British
Tndian Association, Caleutta, on the 12th December 1931, His
Excellency the Vieeroy said —

Gentlemen,—-1 deeply appreeiate the sense of loyalty
and courtesy which has prompted you to present an address
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of weleome to Lady Willingdon and myself on the ocea-
sion of this our first official visit to Caleutta. We are
both delighted to have this opportunity of meeting the
members of your important community, which, though
primarily ¢oneerned with the proteetion of landlords’
interests, is freely rceognised as a powerful factor in all
matters of public interest,

T was pleased to hear your references to the im-
portant speech made by the Prime Minister at the close
of the sceond session of the Round Table Confevence.
That speeeh made it guite clear that His Majesty’s Gov-
ernment are sincerc in their determination to help India
in her desire to advance towards a hivher politieal status—
and 1 ean assure you that when the various committees,
which are to continue the work of the Conference in India,
begin their activities they will receive every encourage-
ment and support from myself and my Government, But
T would add that in pursuing the aim of rvesponsible Gov-
ernment in Tndia, Iis Majesty's Government and the Gov-
eenment of India rely ou that great body of enlightened
and progressive Indian opinion which sees in the constitu-
tional method of advance, the only praetical and most
expeditions means of the attainment of that goal.

You mentioned in your address, Sir, the earnest desire
of the landholders of Bengal for a Sedond (‘hamber in the
Presideney. [ feol sure that you will not expeet me to go
deeply mmto a matter about which there has heen sueh a
great divergence of opinion for so many years. 1t is a
matter which as you know, has already ocenpied the atten-
tion of the delegates at the Round Table Confercnce in
London and whieh will no doubt receive the most careful
consideration of the Conimittees arising out of the Con-
ferences which are shortly to  he et mn in fhis country.
I can, however, assure you of this that when the recom-
mendations of that Committee come hefore me, T will bear
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i mind and give wmy ecarnest consideration to the views
which you have expressed so forcibly to me today.

[ listened with sympathy 1o the remarks which you
made regarding the question of speeial electorates for Liand-
holders. I recognise that in the past there has been a strong
feeling that speeial represenlation must be given to Land-
holders, if they are to be assured of an opportunity of pro-
teeting their own interests and of stating their case in
Elected Councris.  The fact that vou have hitherto enjoyed
speeial representation s o point which must obviously be
borne in miud so long as-the maintenance of any special
representation  of  nterests ig contemplated. The whole
matter will, however, in all probability form part of the
terms of reference of the propnsed Franchise Committee
and it would be out of place for me to express any definite
views on a subjeet which in a manner must be regarded as
heing at this stage sub judice.

I have noted what you have had to say with regard to
the Permanent Settlement. This, as you are well aware, is
a matter which mainly coneerns the Government of Bengal
with  whose attitwle = an' 1he subjeet 1 am in complete
accord—namely that so lone as Land Revenue remains a re-
served suhject and sa long as the Permanent Settlement
is not shown to he contrary to the best interests of the
State, T would disapprove most strongly with any inter-
ference with a Statutory arrangement of such long stand-
ing,

I share with you the feelings of horror at the mani-
festations of violenee and tervorism which are all too pre-
valent in Bengal at the present time. Tt is obviong that
such activities can only end, if unchecked, in paralysing
Government, in destroving all semblance of law and order
and in placing the lives and properties of peaceful citizens
at the merey of a criminal organisation. Snch a state of
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affairs T and my Government cannot and will not tolerate
and we are fully determined to do all in our power to wipe
out these terrorist activities.

In thauking you once again Jor your loyal address of
weleome Lady Willingdon and T wish you all every success
and prosperity in the future.

ADDRESS OF WELCOME FROM THE BENGAL
LANDHOLDERS’ ASSOCIATION, CALCUTTA.

His Excelleney the Viceroy received an Address of Wel- 15:h Decem-
come from the Bengal Landholders’ Association at Caleutta on ber 1931.
the 15th December 1931, and replied in the following terms :-—

Gentlemen,—1 thank “you very sincerely for the
cordiality and, may T add, the brevity of the address of
weleome which you have so kindly presented to my wife
and myself today. The loyalty of the members of your
Association to the British Crown and Empire is well-
known, and, as the representative of His Majesty the
Ring-Emperor, it gives me such pleasure to hear your re-
affirmation of this long standing devotion to the throme.
I greatly value the kind motives underlying your generous
references to my service in India in the past, and I fully
appreciate the sincerity of the hopes which you have ex-
pressed with regard to the political advancement of India
under my administration in the future.

To attain that goal we should al' strive to banish sus-
picion, and to concentrate in a joint effort to reach by
peaceful and constitutional means the end which is pro-
mised as a result of the recent deliberations of the Round
Table Conference.

You express apprehension that attempts may be made
to reseind or cripple the Permanent Settlement in Bengal.
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Alihough this is a matter which primarily conecer:
the Liocal Government, the Permanent Settlement Regul:
tion cannot be repealed without my sanetion. T am U
formed that the attitude of the Government of Dengal
that, so long as land revenue remains a reserved subje
and the Permanent Settlement is not proved to be inimic
to the best interests of the State. Government shonld
regard with approval any attempt to interfero with
statutory arvangement sanctioned by the lapse of vea
and inextricably bhound up with economie conditions an
judicial practice. The ‘attitude adopted by the Gover
ment of Bengal on this subject appears to be justified.
am also informed that it is very doubtful whether tl
abolition of the Permanent Seftlement wonld be of an
great advantage even finaneially to any Government uule
it at the same time introduced changes affecting not mere!
the Zamindars hut the interests of many other landlor
and tenants in Bengal whose rights are protected L
legislation which is based on the Permanent Settlemen
I ean assure yon that any measures entailing consequenc
of such a far reaching and even revolutionary natw
would not meet with myv approval.

(Gentlemen, 1T thank you onee again for your war
welcome. It has been a great pleasure to Lady Willingde
and myself to have this opportunity of making the acquain
ance of all of you who take such a prominent part in t
activities of public life in this Provinee.

ADDRESS OF WELCOME TFROM THE BENGA
MATTAJANA SABHA, CALCUTTA.

His Excellency the Vieoroy veevived an Address of Weleor
from the Bengal Mahajana Sabha at Calentta on 19th Decemb
1931 and in- reply said :—

Gentlemen,—T1 thank you most sincerely for ti
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address of weleome you have presented to Lady
Willingdon md myself today. 'he important position
which your Sabha holds in the Commercial activities of
the Provinee is well-known and I much appreciate your
loyal offer of assistance to me and my Government in the
diffienlt tasks we have to surmounat.

T realise that the communitics you represent have
suffered particularly heavily during the present economie
erisis and that the new financial measures, which my
fovernivent has been foreed to adopt, have hit you very
hard, @Given peaceful  conditions in the country 1 am
optimistic evough to believe that eircumstances will soon
show a steady improvement, and von may rely on the
Government doing everything poessible to restore normal
conditions, with a steady delermination to keep the in-
ferests of India first and foremost in earrving out our
administrative tasks.

I sympathise with the apprzhensions you have ex-
pressed as to the representation f yvour communities on
the provineial and federal legislatinres to be formed under
the new Constitution, and T am sure your elaims will
receive due ¢onsideration at the PLands of tha Committees
shortly to eommence work in  India as a result of the
deliberations of the Round Table Conference in London.
The safegnarding of the interests of all minorities will be
an important factor in the formafion of such legislatures.

You have referred to the Bengal Ordinance that T
have promulgated recently. I feel econfident that you
realise that vesort to such measurss is most distasteful to
me but T arr equallv  confident that every law-abiding
citizen will appreeiate and approve the determination of
my Government to do evervthing we ecan to assist loeal
Governments in order to prevent the abrogation of law
and order by the dastardly crimes of terrorists. The
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shortest way to the attainment of responsible Government
lies along the path of constitutional development and
every step along the right road will receive all possible
support and encouragement from myself and my Govern-
ment.

Gentlemen, let me thank you again for your warm
welcome to Lady Willingdon and myself, Let us all hope
that through loval co-operation and united effort we shall
have accomplished an important stage in the constitutional
advance of India when we next have the pleasure of
visiting vour great city ere long.

ADDRESS OF WELCOME FROM THE MARWARI
ASSOCIATION, CALCUTTA.

His Exeelleney the Vieeroy received an Address of Weleome
from the Marwari Association, Calentta, on the 22nd December
1931 and in reply said :—

Gentlemen,—I am most grateful for the cordial
manner in which you have welcomed Lady Willingdon
and myself to this great city in which your community
plays sueh an important part, a community, let me add,
with which I have had many associations in years gone
by in other parts of this country.

You have referred in generous terms to my former
associations with India and T much appreciate the con-
fidence you have expressed in my efforts to frame the
new Constitution of India on foundations whereon the
political, economic and commercial relations between
Great Britain and Tndia will be cemented firmly in the
spirit of mutual trust and goodwill.

You speak of your ancient country awakening to
national self-consciousness and pulsating with a new
life, in a desire to be an equal partner in the British
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Commonwesalth of free nations. 1 think T may say for
myself with absolute sincerity that T have always, during
the vears that I have been assoclated with India,
endeavoured to help forward those national ideals, and
the diseussions of the Round Table Conference have clearly
shown the genuine desire of all parties in England to
arrive at that partnership within the Empire of which
you have spoken,

I am glad to note too that you express yourselves
strongly in favour of constitutional methods to achieve
the end we all have in view and have given strong ex-
pression to your eondemnation of those terrorist activities
which are blackening the fair name of your country.

I ask for your complete and active co-operation in
creating a publie opinion which will insist on defeating
the unconstitutional efforts which we see being made in
different parts of India at the present time to destroy
the peace of our land, for it is only under peaceful con-
ditions that we ean satisfactorily move forward towards
the seenring of constitutional reforms and create that
confidence in the other countries of the world which will
bring back prosperity to our people.

With regard to the representation of your com-
munity in the Tegislatures to he formed under the new
Constitution, T realise that in this respeet your circum-
stances are somewhat peeunliar for, as your families
originally ecame from TIndian States. vou fear that under
Federation yon way lose the rigcht of British Tndian
citizenship because the States have not hitherto given
reciprocal  privileges to British Indians living in their
territories. T understand yon are also apprehensive that
under Provincial Antonomy vou may suffer commereial
disadvantages, These are questions affecting the whole
of Tndia on which Committees arising ont of the Round
Table Conference will shortly bhe at work and while it is
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not possible for me to say anything definitely at this
early juncture, I can assure you that the claims of your
interests whieh you have so successfnlly established in
the past will receive the sympathetic consideration of my
Government for we f{ully appreeiate your anxiety to
safeguard commercial interests and prevent any dis-
erimination in matters of commercial coneern.

You have referred to the present economic distress
and the additional burden the new taxation measures
have laid upon you. My Government and I fully realise
that the revival of trade is largely dependent on the
suceess of our financial' policy and T can only reiterate
that it will be our eonstant endeavour when dealing with
such questions to do everything possible to act in accord-
ance with the needs of India. T tfrust that before long
these endeavours will pave the way for the return of
normal conditions.

Towards the close of your address you cxpressed
your strong resentment at the introduction of the Sarda
Act on the grounds that you are rightly jealous of
spiritral liberty and freedom n matters of religious faith
and practiee. It ix nnnecessary for me to lay stress on
the ecivie side of the evily of child marriage but T must
tell you quite frankly that in my personal opinion the
action taken by the Government of India—before my
arrival—was in entire agreement with my own views ;
but I reeognise and sympathise with your sentiments on
this point and will give them full regard when considering
whether or not sanetion should be accorded to such
projects of legislation in the future.

Let me thank you again, gentlemen, for your loyal
address of welcome to Lady Willingdon and myself and
lel me assure you of my determination to do everything
I can for the welfare and prosperity of your commercial
community.
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His Excellency the Vieeroy received an Address of Weleome aggh Decem.
trom the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce, Calentta, on ber 193L
the 28th Decernber 1931 and in reply said :—

Gentlemen,—It has given Lady Willingdon and
myself much pleasure to reeeive the address of welcome
which you have presented not only on your own behalf
but on behalf of the whole Indian business community of
this Provinee Tt is always my sincere desire to keep in
close touch with all shades of public thought in India
and I am therefore most grateful to you for the candid
expression yoa have given to your views and aspirations,
and for the assurance of your whole-hearted support in
the progressive measures which have been launched in
the interest of this country,

At the outset of your address vou have complained
that the views of the public in BBengal have not been
aceorded the weight to whieh they are entitled and that
their feelings have been treated with indifference by the
Sentral Giovernment. | fear that I cannot subseribe to
this view nor do I know the foundation on which it is
bhased. Since T have been in Caleutta I have had the
opportunity of explaining the poliev of my Government
on several oceasions ; we are doing and shall continue to
do our utmost to promote the interests of Tndia both in
the economic and the political spheres and 1 wish to
assure. vou of equity and sympathetic consideration in
all matters pertaining to vour own Province.

You have criticized at length the latest Ordinance
that T have been compelled to promulgate in Bengal and
hold that it may prove a set-back to constitutional
advances, may alienate the sympathies of people now eco-
operating with Government and may not have the degired
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effect in removing the root of the evil of terrorism, 1
must at once counter the first suggestion as Terrorism in
itself is the most serious obstacle in the way of constitu-
tional reform and the Ordinance is designed solely to rid
the Provinee of a movement which you yourselves
recognise ‘* must jeopardise and embarras the [uture
Government of India ’’. | earnestly appeal to you and
all right-thinking citizens who condemn the hideous
activities of the terrorists to help me and my Government
to eradicate this subversive movement,—for only with
your co-operation can.we achieve the desired result. If
you have any suggestions whereby you consider this
problem can be tackled more effectually, both my Govern-
nient and the Government of Bengal will be happy to
receive them and to give fthem our most earnest
congideration.

1 must also repudiate the suggestion you have made,
when referring to the events at Kishoreganj and
Chittagong, namely that Government show special
anxiety to give protection {o one secction of the people in
the name of law and order buat fail to take adequate
measures for the protection of other sections. The riots
at Kishoreganj were essentially economic in origin and
assumed a communal colour because they arose from
disputes between the peasants and the money-lenders. In
my opinion the situation was admirably restored to
normal by the prompt aection of the Tistriet officials.
As regards the Chittagong case T must own that I consider
vour insinuation premature as the ease is still under
consideration and the final deeision has not yet been
reached.

You are indeed right when you affirm that *‘ on the
geod-will of the people depends the improvement of the
trade and industry of this ‘ Provinece,’ but I will go



Speeches by the Earl of Willingdon. 63

Opening of the Headquorters Building of the Institution of
Engineers at Calcutta.

turther and say that on the good-will of its people
depends the welfare of India. Let us all seek with cool
reason and warm sympathy to strive for the establishment
of that spirit of good-will so imperative to the realisation
of India’s hopes and ours. In removing obstacles and
surmounting difficulties in the path of progress I know
that Government can count with confidence on the whole-
hearted support of your Chamber.

I thank you again, Gentlemen, for the cordial
welecome you have extended to Liady Willingdon and
myself, We wish you all success and prosperity in the
coming year and pray that it will bring in its train a
world-wide Improvement in economie conditions and the
materialisation of the schemes propounded at the Round
Table Conference.

OPENING OF THE HEADQUARTERS BUILDING OF THE
INSTITUTION OF ENGINEERS AT CALCUTTA.

In opening the Headquarters Building of the Institution of 28{;‘; Dl";;lm'
Engineers at Calentta, His xeelleney the Viceroy made the
following speech :—

Sir  Rajendra Nath Mookerjee and Lodies and
fentlemen,—ILet me thank you, Siv, very gratefully for
the cordial expressions of your welcome to me today, and
let e assure you that it is a very great pleasure to be
present amongst this distinguished gathering and to have
the privilege of taking the prineipal part in the ceremony
of the opening of this building which is to be the future
home of the Institution of Engineers in India. I am
delighted too that it has fallen to your lot, Sir Rajendra,
to make the apening speech on this occasion for it gives
me the opportunity of renewing an acquaintance, may I
say a friendship, with one whom I knew when I lived ir
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this country some years ago, one who I well know has
done long and loyal service during his life for the benefit
and welfare of his eountry as a very Important part of
the British Empire, and whose generous help and adviee
on all matters connected with this Institution have from
his long experience of enginecring been of very great
value indeed. You, Sir, have given us this morning a
most interesting aceount of the history of this Institution
sinee its inauguration by Lord Chelmsford just over ten
years ago, and of the constant interest that His Excellency
Sir Stanley  Jaekson, youwr “(fovernor, has taken in the
development of your association and of the help that he
and his Government have given you to make it pussible
to creet this fine building. But T understand that what
we see today is only the very mimimum that is necessary
for promoting the Institution’s activifies, and that when
funds are available you @ hope to complete it to a final
design  and to the requirenients (decided on by your
Couneil ; not only that but in the future you hope to be
able to carry out the big scheme which you have in mind
for the ercction of buildings of your own at the Iead-
quarters of all your local centres.

L.et me then congratulate vou, Sir, and all coneerned
with this enterprise on what vou have achieved in a short
ten years ; let me warmly commend your ambition for
the future ; and let me share with you the profound hope
that the days of prosperity whiehh you speak of will soon
return to this country and that your Institution will
share to the full in that prosperity when it returns to us.

For myself T can but sav that now that T have the
privilege of being an honorary member of vour Institution
T shall always take a keen interest in its welfare, and as
head of the Government of India, T would add that when
those happy days of prosperity are with us again, which
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my incurable optimism tells me will not be long delayed,
1 can promise you that any request of yours for a donation
to your Instiluticn will receive every comsideration. I
say this in all sineerity, for I am econvinced that it is
the duty of all of us who are engaged in promoting the
moral and marerial welfare of India to develop as rapidly
as possible the great resources of the country and thus
eive to many of our young men with ambition and enter-
prise a further outlet than the rather limited choice
which they seein to prefer at present. This Institution
will surely prove to them that the honourable profession
of Engincering is one worthy of their best endeavours
and moreaver one which iy of the greatest importance for
the advancement of their country.

The building hefore us represents the home of an
Institution whieh has rendered great serviee to the
Kngineering profession in India. 1t is a well-known faet
that FEngieers, whatever distinetion they may ultimately
attain, must, as in all other professions, start at the
bottom of the ladder. I know that the Council of the
Institution has recognised this faet, and specially watehes
that the training of young Engineers in the various
Enginecring Colleges  throughout Tndia.  whose degrees
are aceepted by the Institution, is sound and that when
these students join the Institution, they are given speeial
opportunities for Dstening to the reading of papers on
engincering nbjeets, taking part in  diseussion, and
afforded opportunities for periodical visits to engineering
works in progress. This is the system on which the
Institution works in all of its loeal centres througnout
India.

T helieve that the Institution insists on a very high
standard for Corporate  Membership, and T understand
that the Membership has increased at a more rapid rate

L20PSV L
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than that of any similar Institution in the world. 1
think you, Sir, told us that it had inereased from 138 in
1921 to 1,289 in 1931 which ix 4 proud achievement con-
sidering that not a single Corporate Member of the
Institution ean attain this distinetion unless lie be a fully
qualified Engineer, both in theory and in practice.

It is an admitted faet that the advancement and
prosperity of every country in the world is very largely
dependent on the ability of its Engineers. In India we
have been singularly fortunate in obtaining the serviees
of Engineers of outstauding ability for our Public Works,
including Railways, Irrigation, Roads and DBuildings and
Electrical projects, and in addition the great Engineering
firms in India ean count on their Staff Kngineers who are
gecond to none in the world.

It is true that, in the past, the majority of the
Engineers employed in India have been reeruited from
Great Britain, but the Institution of Engineers (India)
has, as one of its chief ohjects, the training of Engineers
who are bred and born in this country, and who can
with confidence be relied on - to earry on the hieh
traditions that have always heen held hy their profession.

Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjee has informed us that
the aetivities of the Tustitution are not confined to any
one branch of Engineering, hnt embrace Engineering in
all its spheres. Tt welcomes to Membership fully ¢nalified
Engineers without distinetion of nationality, ecaste or
creed, and the standard demanded for Corporate Member-
ship of the Tnstitution is recognised by fhe Government
of India and most of the Provineial Governments, in the
making of appointments to their services.

Considering its short life and the amount whieh has
been done in the comparatively brief period of ten vears,
there can he no doubt that this Tnstitution of Engineers
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has rendered an invaluable service to India. I am fully
awarce that for the Institution to have attained the position
it has in a little over a deeade has involved an enormous
amount of work on the Presidents, past and present, on
the Counetl and on the Committees of all the local centres
and also on the permanent staff, espeeially on those
gentlemen who have held the post of the Seeretary of
the Imstitution, for it is on the Heeretary that it always
seems to me that the burden of work generally falls.

I congratulate you again on what you have achieved
in the past, T wish vou all suceess in the future, and I
trust that this Institution will for . long years continue
to fulfil the great purpose {or which it has been established.

OPENING CEREMONY OF THE BALLY BRIDGE.

In pecforming the opening ceremony of the Bally Bridge 29%’; 'Dlegcfm-
His Excellency the Vieeroy made the following speech :— x 1931,

Ladies and Gentlemen,~-I am sure that we have all
listened with the greatest interest to the elear and lueid
account whieh Mr. Colvin has piven to us of the reasons
for which this magnificent bridge was originally initiated,
its design eonecived, and its  subsequent consiruction
accomplished, and I am very grateful to vou, Sir, that
vou have invited me to take the prineipal part in this
interesting and tmporfant ceretuonial in furtherance  of
which we are all wuthered here today,  Tet me say at once
that T am very glad to make the aequaintance of this
latest addition to the Jast Tndian Railway Bridge Family
and from what T have alveady seen T think we ean safely
say that the voungest sister of this family is all that a
yvoungest «ister  should be. T think yvou will all agree
that she is good to look at. well set up, with clean clear
ext features, smd thanks to the eare snd skill with which
she has heen hronght up, she will be able to relieve some
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of the strain imposed upon her two elder sisters at an
earlier age than would have been thought possible only
a few years ago.

We all of us have had opportunities to admire the
technical ability by whieh great engineering feats are
characterised in modern times, and I should like to add
my word of warmest congralulation together with an
expression of my sincere admiration, to those eminent
gentlemen whose knowledge of their profession and whose
practical skill have enabled them to complete the great
work which we now see before s,

I do not propose to add very much to the remarks
which Mr. Colvin has already made regarding the labour
which has devolved upon those who are responsible for
this great engineering feat, hut 1 would like to say that
only those who are experts in such matters ean have any
idea of the care, the anxiety snd the great sense of
responsibility which tax the nerve and ingenuity of those
to whom is entrusted the great task of bridging our
mighty rivers. The bigger the enterprise, the bigger is
the necessity for eare in every minute detail. And the
fact that the construection of this bridge was completed
without a serious hiteh of anyv kind reflects the greatest
eredit upon the ability of the designers, the expert know-
ledge of the Consulting Engineers and the zeal and
energy displayed by each and every memher of the staff
employed upon its construection.

Now, Ladies and Gentlemen. hut one duty remains
tor me. Mr. Calvin has asked me to deelare the bridge
open. I do so with the greatest of pleasure and with a
feeling of sineere pride that my name shonld be assoeiated

with it. T declare thig bridee to he open and name it
the Willingdon Bridge,
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The Enrcopean Association of Cualeuiin entertained His30th Decem-
Excellency the Vieeroy and proposed his health and in reply ber 1931.
to the toast the Vieceroy said :—

It is & very great pleasnre to me before I leave this
great city of Caleutta, whose development is so largely
due to the energy and enterprise of my fellow countrymen
in past years, to meet this great gathering of the European
Association of Caleutta, the members of which are all
engaged in one way or another in building up the pros-
perity of this country in order that India may beecome a
most Tmportant partner in shaping the destinies of the
British Empire in future years.

In past years it was unnecessary for your-Association
to interest themselves much in affairs which had to do
with our administrative life, but in these recent times it
has become necessary, desirable, and may 1 add, very
helpful that you should take au active interest in the
ereat political movements that are all around wus, that
you should give your approval or your ecriticism of
(Government’s action from time to time, and that you
should excreise your influence to help to guide this
country towards the best solution of the great constitu-
tional problems that are before us, and assist us to secure
absolute equity and fairness for all interests, all communi-
ties which form our body politic at the present time.

Let ma say at once that I am delighted to have been
able to spend the past month in Caleutta for I have a
very sineere feeling of deep gratitude for the friendship
and courtesy whieh has been shown me by all classes and
conditions of your people, and for the opportunity I
have had of disecussing very frankly not only with His
Excellency the (Governor and the members of his Govern-
ment hut also With many gentlemen with varied politieal
outlook, their views on the situation in this Presidency
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and have gained information which 1 could not possibly
have obtained except by personal contact.

As a result 1 feel that my visit has been of real value
for it has given me some insight into the dangers and
difficulties of the problems that confront you all. I can
assure you that my Governmment aud the Government of
Bengal are working in the closest co-operation and that
we are both more than cver determined to stamp out
the terrorist movement in this Presidency, and I know
that 1 can rely on your important¥organisation to give
us every support in our endeavours,

I wish also with all the emphasis I ean command
to remind all the citizens of this great DPresidency, the
great majority of whom are I know foyal to Iis Majesty
the King-Empevor aud wislt to see completely  peaceful
conditions onee again obtaining in their midst, that a
were condemnation by speech or writing of these terrorist
outrages is not any real help to the authorities but that
we expect them to show that they thewselves will not
tolerate this criminal movement, and will co-operate {o
their utmost in bringing offenders to justice, in giving
prompt~information regarding any terrorist plans and
in exercising their moral influence to bear upou the
young men and women of this Provinee who are being
made use of by the leaders of this movement to perpetrate
their hideous crimes.

I have fully realised since I have been head of the
Government of Tndia the feelings of doubt, and bewilder-
ment that have arisen in the minds of both officials and
non-officials on account of the faet that they have found
it diffieult to understand what the poliey of the Govern-
ment has been during recent months. Tet there bhe no
doubt as to our policy now. We are determined to move
on as rapidly as possible with our work on the eon-
stitutional reforms, and here let me wsay that the British
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delegates will we hope be with us early in February and
I trust that the Committees will commience their labours
shortly after that date. This being the case I wish to
make it perfectly eclear that while non-co-operation or
any other subversive activities will not be allowed to
impede the constitutional prograwmmnie every measure will
be taken to maintain  law and order throughout the
country and to prevent any party who attempts to do
so from paralysing the administration, whether their
activities take the form of a no-rent or no-revenue
campaign or the boyeott of British goods and institutions
as a political measure, or defiance of the laws of the
country. Any measures which Government may have to
take will be particularly direeted against organisations
which deliberately attempt to create chaos and destroy
any chance of economie improvement in the eountry and
there will be no hesitation on the part of the Government
in giving Local Governmeuts all reasonable powers to
deal with any situation that may arise. The task of
administration in this  Presidency has of reeent years
heen one of the greatest strain  and anxiety and has
required and still requires steady heads and stout hearts
to earry on the arduons duties. [ wish to-night to pay
a whole-hearted tribute to the courage and devotion to
duty which has bheen  shown by all the officers of the
Government of Bengal, and very particularly those
employed in the distriet administration who have been
living under eircumstances of unexampled diffienlty and
danger.

Now what iy the political situation in India at the
present time ! As I have already said. we have got the
British members of the Committces which have been
agreed to by the Round Table Conference coming out
very shortly who will join with their Indian eolleagues in
pushing on as rapidly as possible with the great scheme
of constitutional reforms, All fair-minded and moderate
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men and women, who form the great majority in both
India and DBritain, are in full support of the proposal
that Indians should be given eomplete responsibility over
the administration of their country, subject to certain
necessary safeguards of which the exact details have yet
to be approved.

At the same time we find determined efforts being
made by some leaders of the only active political
organisation in this country, the Congress, by speech and
action of the most unconstitutional and seditious character
to destroy the possibility of having a peaceful atmospherc
in which to carry put these veforms and to start again
that non-co-operation, that ecivil disohedience campaign,
the disastrous results ol which {o all classes of our people
must still be very fresh in yonr minds.

In the United Provinces the Government of India
have given to the Local Government all the necessary
powers to deal with this movement, and T have great hope
that under the wise and temperate guidance of Sir
Maleolm Hailey the Governor, mnormal conditions will
soon be restored.

In the North-West Ifrontier Province, where as you
know we are establishing very shortly a Governor’s
Province on the same basis as all other Provinees, the
Red Shirt party which is openly and definitely allied tc
Congress has started a very active anti-Government
campaign, and we have felt it necessary to give the Chief
Commissioner full powers in order that he may check
this outbreak at the start.

T mention these two cases in order to ask a perfectly
definite question of the members of the Congress party
ag a whole. Why is it, when we should surely all be co-
operating and working together to establish responsible
government in this eountry on the principle of which we
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are all agreed, that these Congress leaders should choose
this moment to start this subversive campaign 1 Is it
because the leaders of this movement are thirsting for
personal notoriety or is it that this is a serious effort to
establish a parallel Government in India, and in a
determined ¢ndeavour to temove the Governor (eneral
and his Government from carrying on the administration
of Indian atfairs ¢ 1f the latter; 1 can assure them that
they will find that the Government of India supported by
I1is Majesty’s Government and, as 1 believe, by the great
majority of the IPrinces and people of India are not
going to be casily moved. If the former, I venture to
say that they are taking on themselves a very serious
responsibility in their endeavour to upset and destroy the
peaceful recovery of the economie condition of India at
a time when peace Wit§ never more necessary.

You have all 1 am sure read recently the resnlt of
the Bardoli enquiry whieh was condueted by Mr. Gordon
as Chairman, a trusted officer of the Bombay Government,
You will have studied also the clear and unbiassed state-
ment issued by the Governments of the United Provinces
and the North-West Frontier Province giving the ressons
which have foreed them to ask for speeial powers from
me and my Governmeni in order to secure peace and
order in the areas under their administrative control.

A perusal of these documents elearly shows the
hollowness and iusincerity of this agitation, and I venture
to hope that even at this eleventh hour Mr. Gandhi, the
acknowledyed leader of the Congress party who has only
very recently returned from England, will eall a halt to
these activities, and will agree to co-operate with us and
give ns the advantage of his powerful influence to help
forward the solution of the great problem that iy before
us, namely to seeure for the Tndian people the responsi-
bility of administering their own affairs. You may some
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of you to-night be asking yourselves why I, after long
years of public service, undertook this great Empire duty
in India at a time when political and economic conditions
had created problems of greater difficulty than had ever
existed before. The answer is that 1 love this country
and have the greatest sympathy with and affeetion for
her people. I have the happiest recollections of eleven
happy years spent here as Governor of Bombay and
Madras where I made many personal friends and formed
many intimate associations whieh an absence from India
of 7 years has not lessened im any degree, indeed 1 think
1 may truly say that; on my rveturn here, absence has but
strengthened these ‘ties. And the proudest moment of
my life will come to me, if, before I leave this country
and close my career of serviee, I can feel I have helped
to establish in India a great system of  constitutional
reforms, for which I have worked long years, on sound and
satisfactory lines. Aund so T oo forward strong in my
resolve to ensure peace und orvder in all parts of this
country, In order that we niay settle down to the con-
sideration of such constructive measures as will improve
the economic condition of the conntry, and give a much
wider field for the employment of the youth of our
country than is at present available for them, for I
believe that there is no country in the world that is in
a sounder position to start a trade revival than India
when world ecounditions improve, and we must also en-
deavour to secure a peaceful atmosphere in order tn get
on with the work of the Reforms Committess which will
shortly be starting their labours.

And with this poliey in view, T wish to make a very
special appeal on the eve of the heginning of a New Year
to men and women of both British and Indian races, who
find in this ecountry their temporary or permapent home
and who wish to support and assist the Government at
this eritical juneture, to co-operate together, to put aside
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Jdistrust and suspicion, and through frank and sincere
discussion to  ecreate a desive to find agreement and
overcome the diffieulties that lie before us.

I beg of all loyal Indians to assist the Government
by openly supporting the policy I have outlined and thus
create a great, public opinion in favour of peuce, obedience
to the laws of the land and a rapid development of the
scheme of constitutional reforms. Lastly I wish to say
a word to my own countrymen on a matter on which I
have always felt strongly, a word as to the relutions
between cur -wo races which-has been one of the main
causes of owr difficulties and- froubles in the past.

1 believe we have all been placed in this world for
a period of time to work out the will of Providence, that
there can be no question of superiority or inferiority on
aceount of race and colour wherever our work may be,
and that it cannot be the eolour of 4 man that makes a
man but it is the character of a wan whatever his colour
that eounts. Tate has ordained  long ago that British
and Indians should he c¢losely associated in working out
the destiny of India and we British can look back with
ereat pride on onr share in this ‘all-absorbing task,

And if iy countrymen will  bear in mind what I
have said to-night on this subject, and realise in its true
perspective what our relations with our Indian fellow
eitizens in this country should be. namely absolute equality
of opportunity, T am perfectly certain that our two races
will be found working together for many long years for
the great purpose of building up India to its promised
position in the family of nations that we call the British
Empire,

And in tidding you to-night ‘ au revoir’, for I shall
be returning to you agam ere long, I trust that the
coming vear will bring in ity train a brichter ocutlook for
us all, and that peace. confidence, prosperity moy he the
happy lot of this wonderful land.



31st Decem-
ber 1931.
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ADDRESS OF WELCOME FROM THE CENTRAL
NATIONAL MAHOMEDAN ASSOCIATION, CALCUTTA.

His Excellency the Viceroy reecived an Address of Welcome
from the Central National Mahomedan Association, Caleutta, on
the 31st Deeember 1931 and in reply said :—

Gentlemen,—Lady Willingdon and 1| wish to thank
you most sincerely for the kind welcome you have ex-
tended to both of us today ; it gives us great pleasure
to meet the leaders of your community which plays such
an important part in the affairs of this Presidency. Let
me also thank you for the reference you made to Lady
Willingdon and ‘agsure you that without the knowledge
that I should have her with e to give nie her encourage-
ment and support I might never have accepted the
Viceroyalty of India at this most critical stage ; you will,
I know, agree with me that ! am fortunate indeed in
having her at my side to give me every assistance in the
diffienlt task which lics abead of me.

You will hardly expeet me to follow you at such
short notice into the  ‘realms of revenue history or to
discuss in detail the matters whiech vou have adduced to
point the eontrast between the position of your ecommunity
when first the East Indian Company acquired the Dewani
and the position obtaining todav. I must eonfess however
that T was surprised to hear you suggest—if I understood
you rightly—that the ‘‘resumption ”’ proceedings of
1822 were directed especially against members of your
community and that their effeet was to deprive Moslem
families of grants which had been enjoyed by them from
the days of the Emperor Shah Alam and his predecessors.
I had always understood that the effect of the Regulations
of 1793 was to sccure the rights and privileges of all
holders of revenue-free grants actnally enjoyed prior to
the date of the Companv’s accession to the Dewani in
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1765, and that the object of the resumption proceedings
to which you have referred was merely the proper assess-
ment to revenue of lands not covered by the protection
specifically given in 1793

Nor do I desire this morning to join you in apportion-
ing the responsibility for the comparative slowness
exhibited by your community in the adoption of Western
methods and subjects of education or for the consequent
loss of position in Government service from which your
community is only now recovering,—though perhaps I
may remind you that the first important educational
institution to be established under the Company’s aegis
in Bengal was the Caleutta Madrassa founded by Warren
Hastings at his own expense in 1781 and subsequently
taken over and maintained fo this day by Government.
Government has done all in its power for the furtherance
of Moslem education and it is for you to see that full
advantage iz taken of every opportunity offered. Much
of the leeway due to the early reluctance on the part of
yvour community has already been made up and at the
present rate of progress I trust the recovery will soon
be complete,

This leads me to the subject of your main grievance,
to wit the representation of Moslems in the services.
Again T have been handicapped by time as it has not been
possible 10 go into all the figures given in the annexure
to your address. An examination of the cadres of the
various services shows that, whilst a majority of the
senjor officers are Hindus, the numbers of Muhammadans
amongst the less senior officers prove that the recruitment
of Muhammadans has proeeeded in recent vears accord-
ing to the promises made by Government ; it further
shows that in order to enlist the preseribed number of
Moslems it has been necesgary to appoint many who have
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shown themselves less qualified educationally than their
Hindu competitors. T feel you must realise that the per-
sonnel of a service cannot, without grave injustice to the
officers already in it, be changed suddenly. It is only in
recent years that educated Muhammadans have become
available in considerable numbers and it follows that re-
eruitment in recent years provides the test of whether the
Bengal Government has fulfilled its promise or not. 1 have
got the actual figures of enlistment in the Bengal Civil
Service and the Bengal Junior Civil Service for the years
1923 to 1931 inclusive which show that 147 IHindus have
been nominated as opposed to 94 Muhammadans. Accord-
ing to these facts I feel that it is mot fair to say that the
decision of Government has proved to be no more than a
pious wish. 1 am sure your Association will do its
utmost to improve the edueational qualities of your boys,
and encourage the competent men to enter Government
services.

T was sorry to heay of the belief that yon inform me
is gaining ground to the effect that Government’s
enemies have nothing to fear and their friends have
nothing to hope for. I feel sure that none of you share
this belief and I know T can rely on you to emphasise its
complete inaceuracy whenever opportunity offers. At the
present time more than ever before we need the co-
operation of all law-abiding citizens to further the in-
terests of the conntry and establish that constitution for
which my Government and I am working and I am
convineed that all who help in our cormwmon objective will
be amply awarded by the results.

I am deeply grateful for the lovalty your commmunity
has shown and the help you have given to the Govern-
ment, and I fully appreciate your apprehensions as to
your position in the ILegislatures of the future. You
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have sugpested that Government should deeide the
communal issue and I feel you are right in thinking this
contingency may arise, for the gulf must be bridged soon
and progress cannot be delayed by the inability of the
selected vepresentatives to arrive at a decision. Let me
assure you that by whatever wmethod the deecision is
reached the rights and interests of your community will
receive the most sympathetic consideration of my Govern-
ment and of myself.

T noted with satisfaction your condemnation of the
dastardly outrages of the terrorists, 1 can only reiterate
the determination of my . Government to banish this
snbversive movement that retards the progress of India
and tarnishes her fair name.

I thank you again gentlemen, for your cordial weleome
and in leaving you may [ express my complete confidence
that in surmounting the manifold diffieulties around us
your commuaity will give full proof of its unfaltering
loyalty and support to the Government,

OPENING OF THE SUKKUR BARRAGE.

His Tixecllency the Vieeroy made the following speech on

the oeeasion of the opening of the Sukkur Barrage on the 13th
January 1932 i

Loadies and Genllemen,—I need hardly tell you,
Ladies and Gentlemen, what a very real pleasure it is
to me to find myself once again in Sind and to recall the
many happy days T spent here in years gone by when T
had the honour of being Governor of the Bombay
Presidency and came here, of course, chiefly to perform
my official duties, but managed to find time under the
guidance of the then Commissioner, Mr. William Henry
Tiucas, o enjoy the most wonderful sport. Tiet me say
too, Sir, what a pleasure it is to me to renew my

13th January
1932,
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acquaintance with one who conducted me round the
Darna Dam in the Deccan 18 years ago, and I should
like very warmly to congratulate you, Mr. Harrison, at
having completed successfully this tremendous under-
taking of which you have held supreme charge.

But, as I listened to your remarks about our previous
meeting, there was onc thing you said which filled me
with alarm. You were good enough to say that, when
you took me round the Darna Dam, I evinced intense
interest in its construction, and suggested that with that
recollection in your mind.-you had prepared for me a
somewhat arduous and extensive programme of inspection
today. I would only beg of you to remember that the
last time we met was 18 years ago, and that I was no
‘“ ¢chokra ’’ then and therefore I ask vou to deal as gently
ag you can with this rather overworked Viceroy.

I am sure we have all listened with the deepest in-
terest to the historical aecount of the ineeption of this
wonderful project, partienlarly interesting to me from
the fact that, while T was head of the administration of
Bombay, the scheme was engaging the attention of our
engineers at that time, I paid more than one visit to
Sukkur during my period of office, and the final location
of the site of the dam was decided upon while T was
Governor of the Presidency ; for that reason [ ean share
in however small a degrec the pride you must all feel in
this great achicvement. The account you have given us
of the constrnetion of the work itself, the efficiency of
the general management, the care taken of the health and
well-being of all those engaged on the work, the difficulties
you have surmounted on acecount of floods and other
natural causes, the levelling and contouring of 13,000
square miles of couniry presents to us all a story of
courage, energy, skill and perseverance which fills ng all
with a desire to express our sincere congratulations to
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all those from the highest to the lowest who have been
engaged on this stupendous task, and our admiration at
the suceess of their achievement.

And when you tell us that the total length of the
Main Canals, Branches and Distributaries and Minors
extends over 6,400 miles, and that tivee of the seven main
canals of this great systemw have bed levels broader than
the Suez Canal we can realise fully the magnitude of
this vast undertaking. "Therefore with all this in my
mind I wish to congratulate very warmly all those wha
have in any way been responsible for this great engineer-
ing work and I should-like very-partieularly to endorse
every word you have said with reference to my old friend,
Lord Lloyd, who suceeeded me as Governor of Bombay,
and whose great enthusiasm with regard to the Lloyd
Barrage must have proved a constant encouragement to
you ull in your great task.

When all have dong so well it iy difficult to single
out individuals, but I have great pleasure in awnounecing
today the conferment by His Majesty the King-Kmperor
of a Knighthood upon My, Ilavrison—the leader of all
those whose shill and devoted serviees have brought about
this great achievement, Many others doubtless deserve
rewards and 1 ean but reiterate our apprectation of their
untiring efforts in eonguering the physical and elimatic
conditions of Sind. The turbulent waters of the Indus
have now been harnessed for the service of the people
and so thorough hus been the work that not even the floods
of 1929 and 1930 have been able to break the bonds of
disecipline.

There is only one unfortunate aspeet abount this
magnificent eontribution to the wonders of Indian irriga-
tion and that is that these canals will not start their
mission of services under a prosperous sky. Around us
are the clouds of an unparalleled commerecial depression

L20PSY a
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which have given rise to pessimistic criticisms of the whole
project we are here to acclaim. I am confident, however,
that the full fruits of irrigation can be gathered if the
landholders and cultivators co-operate in reaping the
inestimable benefits held out to them. The fickle ways
of Nature have been countered and all ean work unfettered
hy the disastrous possibilities of famine and flood. They
may rest assured that the spirit of devoted industry, that
has guided the staff in these arduous years of construction,
will ensure a smooth and successful administration of
irrigation in years to come.

It is now time for me to declare the canals open
I do so in the fervent hope and firm conviction that they
will fulfil the high hopes we have placed upon them and
that water will penetrate along the remotest water-courses
bringing fertility to every ome of the 5,500,000 uacres
covered by the scheme, and prosperity to thousands of
our citizens who will people and cultivate this great area
in the coming years.

OPENING OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

252h_J‘?nuary His Excelleney the Vieeroy drove in State to the Assembly
932, Chamber on 25th January 1932 and made the following
speech :—

Mr, President and Gentlemen of the Legislative
Assembly,—-Defore making any reference to the various
matters on which I propose to address you this morning
I wish %o pay a tribute to the memory of the late Sir
Muhammad Shafi, by whose death, when acting as a Mem-
ber of my Executive Counecil, India has been deprived of
one of her most valued and trusted servants, His great
ability and his foreeful character, combined with his kind-
ness and sympathy of heart endeared him to all those who
were privileged to know him. By his death I feel that
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1 have lost g personal friend who was always to me a wise
Counsellor and adviser and we shall all mourn him as
one who in very truth gave his life for the service of his
country,

To Lady Shafi and her family we all, I am sure, extend
our deep and heartfelt sympathy in their bereavement.
May she find comfort and consolation in her great sorrow.

Lot me in the first place give a warm welcome to
Hon’ble Members of the Legislative Assembly at the com-
menecenient of their labours-in- this session of Parliament.
It ig the usual practice T understand, for the Viceroy to
address the Indian Legislature as a whole, but on thig
oceasion, the state of business does not warrant the sum-
moning of the Council of State before the end of Febru-
ary ; and in view of the important issues now facing the
country 1 decuded that 1 wonld not wait until then, but
would address Hon’ble Members on the opening day of
their session,

I am glad to be able to inform you that of our rela-
tions with neighbouring countries on owr borders [ have
nothing to say except happily that all is well. It has been
a matter of particalar gratification to me and to my Gov-
ernment that we have lately had the privilege of welcoming
a8 our guest in Csaleutta His Highness the Prime Minister
of Nepal. Today however T would ask yon as the Repre-
sentatives of India for a moment to extend your vision to
a wider horizon than is usually brought under observation
on these oceasions and to join with me in an expression of
the earnest hape which we all feel, indeed which every
thinking man must feel for the suceess of the Disarma-
ment Conference now about to assemble at Geneva. This
Conference, the culmination of the first organised attempt
yvet made to find some means of settling international differ-
ences other than by the arbitrament of foree, represents

a2
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the outeome of {ive years’ preliminary labours, in which
both in deed and in word Ilis Majesty’s Government in
the United Ningdom with the full support of the Govern-
ment of India and those other members of the British
Commonwealth of Nations who are also in their own right
members of the licagne of Nations have played a very
prominent part. [t will, 1 trust, in years to come be a
source of pride for the Government of India and all the
other Governments concerned to reflect how in these years
of depression, when all around seemed so dark, they were
taking their part in the forging of machinery which how-
ever erude and imperfeet. is designed to free mankind from
the greatest of all scourges by which humanity is afflicted,
the scourge of war.

In addressing Ilon’ble Members last September at
Simla, T referrcd to the Conference which was being con-
vened between the representatives of the Government of
India and of the Government of the Union of South Afriea
to discuss matters arising out of the working of the Cape
Town Agreement of 1927 and the position of Indians in re-
gard to the tenure aud ownership of immovable property
in the Transvaal. Ti is a matter of great satisfaction to
my Government that the Delegation which they have ap-
pointed has heen accepted by Indian opinion as fully re-
presentative.  Sir Fazl-i-Husain and Mr. G. 8. Bajpai
sailed from Bombay on the 16th December 1931, while the
other delewates, Sir Geoffrey Corbett, the Right Hon’ble
V. 8. Srinivasa Sastri, Mrs. Naidu and Sir Darcy Lindsay
reached South Africa direet from England. For the
warm and cordial weleome extended to them by the Union
Government my Government arve deeply grateful. The
Conference was opened at Cape Town on the 12th January
by the Prime Minister of the Union in a spirit of friend-
liness and good-will which aungurs well for the steecss of
the deliberations on which it is still engaged. Issues of
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great moment are involved and it is, I am sure, the hope
of every righi-thinking citizen of India and South Africa
that the joint efforts of the representatives of the two
countries sheuld succeed in finding a satisfactory and
honourable solution of the questions at issue. I was
distressed to learn of the illness which prevented Sir
¥azl-i-Husain from attending the opening meetings of the
Conference. [ am glad to say that T have re-assuring news
of his health and T have no doubt that you will join with
me in wishing him a speedy and complete recovery.

Joming to a matter which is-of direet and immediate
coneern to the people of Tndia—the agricultural situation—
T wounld recall to ITon’ble Members what T said in my
speceh last September. T then said that what was wanted
to bring about a general improvement in the sitnation was
a rise in prices which would come with the revival in general
economice conditions throughout the warld. The prices of
agrienltural produce have bhegun to show an upward ten-
dency, but they are still mueh below those to which the pro-
ducer has become accnstomed for several years past. An
improvement. in prices is indeed most welcome, but owing
to the restriction of the c¢redit and resources of the agricul-
tural community, which have suffered so serious a strain
during the prolonged period of depression, recovery can
only be gradunal. The situation, therefore, still needs o be
watched carcfully, and T am glad to be in a position to
assure you that all Loeal Governments ave fully alive to
the neeessity of dealing with it in a spirit of sympathy.
I need only wmention fwo outstanding examples. In the
United Provinees recent remissions of land revenue have
amounted to Rs. 109 lakhs and relief has been given to the
tenantry by a reduetion in rent amounting in all to well
over Rs, 4 erores. In the Punjah, after a careful examina-
tion of the eonditions in each assessment cirele, remissions
of land revenue and water rates have been sanctioned on
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a liberal scale, the total cost of relief during the last kharif
season being Rs. 46 lakhs. T take this opportunity of
expressing my appreciation of the prompt measures which
have been taken by the Local Governments in dealing with
this matter which is of vital importance to the peace and
contentment of the agricultural community which forms
so large a proportion of the population of India.

And in this regard T would inform Hon’ble Members
that the Tmperial Counecil of Agrieultural Research, in-
augurated as recently as 1929 by Lord Irwin, has suec-
ceeded in enlisting provineial eo-operation in its activities
to a remarkable degree. - Thanks to the action of the Gov-
ernment of India in endowing it from its commencement
with a substantial lump sum grant as well as a consider-
able reeurring annual erant the Council has been able,
even daring this period of financial stringency, to keep
all its research activilies in being. Tt has made generous
grants to Provinces and the Indian Unpiversities for the
conduet of agrieultural regearch. During the year which
has just closed the Couneil sanetioned a sum of Rs. 9,19,129
spread over a period of five years for a co-ordinated scheme
of rice research embracing all the important rice-growing
Provinees in India (including Burma). It is noteworthy
that towards this wide flung scheme of research the Empire
Marketing Board, which has been of the greatest assistance
to the Couneil sinee its ineeption, has given an additional
grant of Rs. 2,03,279. 1In the same period the Council has
sanefioned the establishment of a Suearcane Research
Station in the Bombay-Deccan at a cost of Rs. 5,22,000
spread over a period of five years out of which the share
of the Council comes to about three lakhs of rupees,
These two instances by no means exhaust the tale of the
Conngil’s grants which have already given a greatly-
needed impetus to indigenous research in agriculture all
over India,
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Gentlemen, when I last addressed you I referred to
the financial situation, to the difficulties which had come
upon India as the result of an economic erisis in the world
for which there had been no parallel in history, and to the
need for courageous action on our part to maintain the
financial stability and eredit of India. Since that day in
September many momentous events have happened. I do
not intend to enter now upon an elaborate survey of the
present financial positién, for that will be most appro-
priately undertaken in connection with the Budget discus-
sions which will, ag usual, form an important part of the
business of thig session.. But it is well that I should deal
shortly with the main points in the present situation.

Let me sayv at the outset that when I take a broad
survey of our position as it is today and compare it with
the conditions in which we were placed early in Septem-
ber, T am filled with a feeling of deep thankfulness at the
manner in which we have been enabled to overcome some
of the diffieulties which then confronted us, and at the
great improvement which has taken place in our general
position. Diffieulties we still have, and T do not desire to
minimise them, but we have surmounted many with a
measure of success beyond anything for whiech we could
have then dared to hope, and we can face the difficultics
whieh remain with a new confidence.

The present situation may be considered in two parts,
First, the budgetary prospects, and, secondly, the general
finaneial position which is concerned with matters such as

the credit of India, the floating debt, and the currency
position.

As regards the budgetary position, in accordance with
the indication which I gave when addressing you in Sep-
temher, the Government eame forward with proposals for
restoring equilibrium which were eventually dealt with in
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the special session in November. These proposals covered
hoth Retrenchruent and new taxation. As regards the
former I should like again to express my feelings of appre-
ciation to the members of the varions Retrenchment Com-
mittees for the assistance which they have given to my
Government. Their proposaly are now being embodied in
the budeetary demands for next year, and I have every
reason to believe that a very full measure of support wil
be given to them. At the present time of constitulional
transition, when we are working towards a new stale of
aflairs in which a much fuller degree of responsibility will
rest upon the representatives of the Tegislature for the
government of the country, T think it appropriate to com-
ment on the way in which even before these echanges T and
my present Government have endeavoured to give those
representatives a voice in this important matter. It is
fair to say that there can hardly be any case in the world
where the exeeutive Government has put itself more fuily
in the hands of the Tiegislature in considering practical
measures such as are involved in Retrenchment, or has
given fuller effeet to the recommendations of the popular
representatives.

As regards the new taxation proposals, it must be
admitted that the revenue returns for the first two months
October and November were disappointing. But the
customs returns for December showed an improvement—
producing as they did 89 lakhs more than the revenue for
the corresponding month last year, Tt is too early yet for
us to have formed any final opinion as to the course of
affairs in the next finaneial year. Tt will he necessary as
a maftter of prudence. and in view of the results to date,
to make some modification in the estimates from the pro-
visional fizures which were given in September. But these
modifications are nnt of aufficient magnitude to affect our
general plan, and we should not feel justified in asking you
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at this stage to approve any substantial change in that
plan, or to vole any further taxation. We consider in fact
that we arc still justified in anticipating a surplus for the
next finaneial year, In these circumstances you will not
be asked to consider a new Finance Bill in this session.

Tt must of course be recognised that we are still in
the midst of a world economic crisis for which, ag T have
already said, there is no parallel in history. Our fate is
dependent largelv upon what happens in the rest of the
world, and particularly on  whether the great European
nations aud Ameriea can arrive at some basis for dealing
with the probiem of Reparations and War Debts which will
restore confidence in their economic future. If from any
failure to accomplish this, or for other reasons, there should
he a serious deterioration in the world position, it may be
that this will re-act on ng and that we shall have to take
measures to protect ourselves. But that is a contingency
whirh we hope wili not arise and with which. at any rate,
we are not yvet faced.  Apart from this a possible factor of
disturbanee in onr estimates might be created if internal
political trouble were allowed seriously to interfere with
the country’s normal economie life. That indeed wsould
be a tragic development and my Government, together
with the Provineial Governments, are determined to pre-
vent its aecomplishment and to give their protection to
all who are engaged in husiness throughout the country.
While T and my Government view with the greatest regret
the signs which are hefore us that certain interests in this
enuntry are willing to risk bringing great economic dis-
tress upon India in their attempts to embarrass the estab-
liched Government, we cannot admit into our calenlations
the possibilitv that they will succeed in achieving this
end.

Having dealt with these two factors T can say with
confidence that our economie situation in Tndia is sound



20 Speeches by the Earl of Willingdon.

Opening of the Legislative Assembly.

and healthy and compares most favourably with that of
any other country in the world. Indian produets are still
finding a free market abroad and we are not, like other
countries, burdened with huge stocks of unsaleable goods.
Indian industry is still at work and in India’s chief field
of manufacture—the cotton mills—we have an example
of a great staple industry, still expanding, still fully em-
ployed, and working at a fair margin of profit, at a time
when all the great industries of the world are stagnating,
restrieting output, working half or quarter time, and
mostly ineurring losses. If-I-look clsewhere I find cther
reasons for encouragement as regards the future. I see,
for example, signs of the development of something new
for India in the sugar industry in which T am informed
that a large number of new factories are now under order
or in course of erection. If any of you, gentlemen, had
leisure to tour the world today, I venture to assert that in
no other country would you find such hopeful conditions
or such grounds for encouragement. To some exient we
may claim that these results have been influenced by the
measures included in the last two Finance Bills.

These are grounds for hope and optimism which exist
in India at a time when the rest of the world is suffering
under the deepest distress and depression. Are these hopes
and possibilities to be wrecked by internal politieal troubleg
brought upon us gratuitously by a certain seetion of the
public ¥ That is a question which T would ask all of you
to put to yourselves and which I must deal with more fully
in other portions of my speech.

When T turn from the budgetany position to what I
have deseribed as the general financial position, I find even
greater signs for encouragement. The outstanding event
in this field since I last addressed youn has of ecurse been
the unlinking of sterling from gold. That action by the
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British Quvernment confronted us in India with a difficult
question, the answer to which was fully debated in the last
Simla session. Looking back on the months which have
passed, I think we may claim indisputably that the decision
whieh we then took to keep the rupece linked with sterling
has worked to the benefit of India. A eatastrophic change
was accomplished without dislocating the machinery of
business. All transactions have continued smoothly and
many of our special problems have been enormously eased.
The very success of this policy, the very ease with which
the change has passed may perhaps tend to prevent a proper
appreciation of the dangers which ‘have been avoided. It
is too early yet to make forecasts as to the distant future
and our action will largely depend on world developments,
but for the present we may fairly congratulate ourselves
that we have taken the right path.

Let me put before you briefly some of the encouraging
results which have been achieved.

In the first place the Ways and Means position of the
Government has been considerably eased and the floating
debt has been reduced from Rs, 84 crores to Rs. 61 crores.
Then again we have bheen able to acquire very substantial
sterling funds through the market, and to pay off the
whole of the £15 million sterling loan which matured in
London on January 15th without borrowing in London

and without drawing on our reserves. This is a tremen-
dous achievement.

On top of this it has heen possible to ease the loeal
situation by a reduetion in the bank rate to a more normal
figure,

Rupee exchange has been and continues to be strone
and it has been possible to work the very moderate measure
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to control exchange operations, which we imposed, without
any embarvassment (o the business community.

Combined with all these events therve has been a mark-
ed improvement in India’s eredit, and in the price of her
securitics, especially in London, For example, the 31 per
cent. sterling securities which in September touched 4334
now stand at 951, and there have been similar improve-
ments all round.

In the general world of commerce there has been a
considerable casing of the situation and a eonsiderable im-
provewent in the rupee prices of India’s main commodi-
ties, especially cotton.

Now, gentlemen, T am very much surprised to find
that in the midst of all these encouraging signs, when in
faet the vast masses of Tndia whose livelihood depends on
the ceomomie position ean feel a new hope and raise their
heads from depression to the first signs of light on the
horizon, it has been thought fit by a certain group and
particularly a certain seetion of the Press to propagate
accounts of the financial condition of Tndia designed to
canise alarm and despondeney’ 11 is saild that the finan-
cial position is precarious, that we are drifting towards
ruin. and those who gay these thines are, for reasons of their
own, clearly aiming at producing sneh results. In parti-
enlar these gentlemen nurge that the export of gold 1s
ruinous to India, and that the Government’s currency
policy which has recently involved considerable expansion
is  ereatine  a daneeroms inflation which threatens our
future stahility.  Tiet me deal briefly with these two points.

As reaards the exports of wold, what are really the
facts # Those who sefl pold do so hecause thev ean make
a profit on their holdings.  Thes have made an investment
which has turned ont well. Why shonld they he deprived
of the opportunity to take advantage of it ¥ There is no
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public ground on which this could be jostified, for the
export of gold at this stage is definitely and decisively to
India’s advantage. DMost countries which, Like India, rely
on primary agrieultural produets for maintaining their
balunee of international trade and payments, are just now
labouring under acute difficulties, which force them to
adopt estremely  stringent  measures for the control of
exchange wheoeh greatly hamper the commeree of the eoun-
try. At sueh a time [odia is able to tap a portion of her
owll vast resonrecs, and by parting with o very small frae-
tion of hen immeaswrable Stores of gold to realise a favour-
able balance of interuational payments. The good results
of this are already ‘apparent—a strengthening of our
exchange —an casing of om bank rate-—-and the accumula-
tion of sterling resonrces which have already, as I have
just pointed cut, enabled s to pay off £15 millions sterling
without borrowing, and thus relieve the country of a eapital
charge of Rs. 20 crores and a recurrent charge of 110 lakhs
per sunuam. These are only a few of the public advantages,
and they are, as 1 have said, combined with private profit.
Why should the country not be left free to reap this advant.-
age. A time fias indeed come when India’s huge investments
in gold—-which have for many years been barren and un-
produetive—are proving profitable to the private holders
and to the Btate alike.  Those who would press a contrary
view profess to argue that India is weakening her position
by this process. But if the holding of gold in a country is
to be regarded as an investment and a source of strength,
of what vatue is if, if it is never to be drawn upon §
What is the use of a reserve against bad times, if when
the bad times eome it is not to be used ¢ Moreover the
amounts exported are negligible in relation to India’s
total holding of gold. What that total holding may be no
one knows ; but T may remind you, gentlemen, that Tndia’s
net imports of gold during the last 30 years alone amount
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to no less than 550 crores worth as valued at the time of
import, or well over 700 ecrores if revalued at present
prices. Against ‘this, exports since September have
amounted in value to no more than 40 crores at present
prices. Tt will be seen that this volume is of no appreeci-
able importance compared with what has been imported in
recent years alone, and without taking aceount of the vast
stores which must have been acenmulated before 1900,

I would further remind you that the export of gold
is no new Tfeature in India’s commercial life. Large
quantities have always moved in. and out, and on special
oceasions India has tended to realise gold as a means of
adjusting the balance of payments. or in order to take
advantage of profitable opportunities of selling gold
against rupees. In  three recent vears, 1915, 1918 and
1921, the exports of gold excceded the imports, In fact
it is clear on an impartial view that there is not only no
cause for anxiety in what is 2ow happening, but that it
is conferring a great benefit on both public and private
interests, and proving that there are at least some occa-
glons in an economic cyele when India’s ancient tradition
of investment in gold ean prove to be of direct economia
advantage to the country.

Then I would turn to the other cireumstance which
has been referred to in certain quarters as justifying
pessimism about our position—the recent expansion of our
eurrency. It iy a little eurious that the same gentlemeny
who a few months ago were abusing the Government for
the so-called rminous poliey of contraction, should now
turn round upon us with almost equal violence when
it becomes neeessary onee again to expand the eurrency,
and possibly thereby greatly to improve the position of
the Government as currency authority without endanger-
ing the general position.
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What are the facts in this case ¥ Since September
currency has been expanded by about 43 crores, but in the
earlier months of the financial year the contraction had
been 27 crores, so thut during the current financial year
there has been a net expansion of just over 16 crores.
This may be balanced against a net contraction during
the previous year (1930-31) of nearly 39 crores. The
expansion since September has been the necessary sequel
of the greater demand of the publie for currency —partly
to meet trade requirements which are greater owing to
the risc in rupee prices, to which [ have already referred,
partly to cope with more active trade, and partly beeause
some of those who have sold gold are now holding currency
in its place. The whole process has been perfectly normal
and healthy, and of course as you all realise it brings
great advantuage to the Goverument by enabling it to reduee
its debt to the public——treasury bills in India and the
sterling loan in England—and to inerease its earnings as
currency authority.

From every point of view 1 am perfectly satisfied that
the position is not only sound and healthy but that we are
now justified in cherishing and spreading abroad a new
spirit of hope for India of economic recovery.

Let me now turn to the present political situation. We
are meeting today at a time which is perhaps in many ways
the most anxious and eritical that this country has ever
passed through, a time which is full of possibilities for the
future peaceful advance and prosperity of Tndia, a time
when T am confident I can rely on the fair and sober judg-
ment of every Hon’ble Member in any discussions which
may be raised on the present political situation during the
coming session, and in order to give you a perfectly clear
idea of the position as we see it, I propose in the first place,
to state as shortly and frankly as T ean, the reasons which
have led me and my Government to take the drastic action
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which we have felt bound to undertake against unlawful
activities of the Congresy party within the last few weeks,
and further to tell you what is the definite poliey of the
Government of India tor the future. Hon’ble Members
are aware that 1 tool over the duties of Vieeroy of India
in April last shortly after my predecessor Lord Irwin had
completed the discussions with Mr. Gandhi which resulted
in what is known us the Delhi Settlement, and under the
terms of whicl: Mr. Gandhi agreed to call off hig eivil dis-
obedience campaign.

It becdame my duty and that of my Government to
make cvery effort to implement the terms of the Settle-
ment, and I can truly say that, during these past months,
all officers of Government Lave endeavoured, in spite of
preat difficulties, to cavry out in spirit and in letter the
obligations involved in the Sebtlement. On the other hund,
it was soon clear to myselt and fo.my Colleagues that the
attitude assumed by Congress throughout the country was
to regard the Mettlement not as a settlement at all, but as
a means for consolidating their position and for making
preparations for a further attack on constitutional autho-
rity. Nonetheless, 1 and my Government deliberately fore-
bore from taking the action which in other cireumstances
these preparations would clearly have demanded. So long
as there wag any hope of achicving the conditions, which
the Delhi Settlement was intended fo seeure, we continued
to ineur risks which could be justified by no other con-
sideration.  We spared no effort in our attempts to per-
suade the responsible leaders of Coneress to abandon acti-
vities which we were convineed could lead only to disaster.
In the Tlnited VProvinees the Local Government were
actually engaged in diseussion with representatives of
Congress when the latter deelared « norent campaign-—
the consequences of which, had their action remained un-
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challenged, would have been the creation of a state of
class warfare throughout the Province. In the North
West Frontier Province persistent attempts were made to
obtain the co-operation of the Congress Parly, represented
by Khan Ahdul Ghaffar Khan and his followers, in giving
practical effect to the desire of the people as a whole to
enjoy the same s<tatns as other Provinees. Our efforts
were ignored or rejected. Week after week I received re-
ports of ¢rave deterioration in the position, and of the
growth of a movement, frankly revolutionary, conducted
in the name and with the full support of Congress, which,
if it were allowed to continue to its avowed purpose, must
have imperilled the peace of the Frontier and of India.
And still we held our hand. To the last we strove to
maintain the peace. The Chief Commissioner, with the
greatest loyalty to the policy of Government, refrained
from asking for powers and measures until he had reluct-
antly to report that fhe margin of safety had been passed,
and that he could delay no longer consistently with the dis-
charge of his duties. 'There has been no lack of goodwill
on my part or on that of my Government. T have appealed
for ¢o-operaticn personally from the leader of the Congress
party and many of his followers. T begaed them to join in a
common effort to secure as rapidly as possible, responsibility
for Indians to administer their affairs. 1 am eonscious of no
deviation by myself or by my Government from the way of
conciliation until Congress had themselves wantonly torn up
the path. Their action in the United Provinces and on the
Frontier, continued despite repeated advice and warnings,
compelled my Government to take measures which ran
counter to our wishes and were contrary to the poliecy we
had consistently endeavoured to pursue. Once those mea-
sures were taken, it is elear that theyv could not be suspend.
ed or withdrawn unless the activities that had made them
necessary were definitely ahandoned. The reply of Cong-
L20PSV "
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ress was a declaration of their purpose to extend their acti-
vities throughout the length and breadth of India, and by
a revival of civil disobedience in order to eripple the ad-
ministration, No Government worth the name could hesi-
tate to accept the challenge. Ifailure to do so would indeed
make all Government in this country impossible. There
must be no room for wisunderstanding either on the part
of the public or of those who choose to disobey the law.
There can be no compromise i thig matter. 1 and my
Government are determined to use to the full the resourees
of the State in fichting and defeating a movement, which
would otherwise remain a perpetual menace to orderly
government and individual liberty. While Government
will take all the requisite steps to guard against any abuse
of the special powers it has been necessary to take, there
can be no relaxation of the measures now in forece against
civil disobedience, so long as the ecircumstances exixt which
make them necessary. -1f we are to clect between the bar-
ren, destructive path which, if persisted in, can only lead
to ruin and the breaking.-nup of laws and the better way of
advaneing by means of free and friendly diseussion to
construetive ends, surely no reasonable man, no man who
has the true interests of his country at heart, can hesitate
in his ehoice, and T ook with eonfidence to you, gentlemen,
sitting in this Assembly which is a witness in itself of what
has already heen done and a promise of what may yet be
achieved by the constitutional method, to support me and
my (Government in our vindieation and maintenance of the
eonditions on which alone political progress can he seeurely
and suecessfully pursued.

I turn now to the other side of the poliey of Govern-
ment and desire to take von into my confidence regarding
the steps which are heing taken to implement the pro-
gramme of constitutional reform outlined in the Prime
Minister’s rvecent declaration.
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In the eonrse of his deseription of the policy of Iis
Majesty s Government the Prime Minis.er announced the
determination of the Cabinet to proceed with the detailed
examination of constitutional problems still unsolved and
to pursue without interruption the method of co-operative
consideration. To this end the Prime Minister announced
the intention of His Majesty’s Government to set up a num-
ber of Committees charged with the duty of enquiring into
specific problems, and also a more gencral Committee, in
effect a working C'ommittee of the Round Table Conference,
which would remain in being in India and with which His
Majesty’s Government, would keep effective and eontinuous
touch. The Prime Minister’s intention was that this gene-
ral Committee should be the means by which contact will
be maintained by His Majesty’s Government with the large
representative political body typified by the Round Table
Confercnce.

The Prime Minister also made reference in his an-
nouncement te certain particular tasks other than those
assigned to these Committees, T desire to deseribe briefly
ihe action which we are faking fo carry out the plans of
His Majesty’s Government in these three direections.

The speeifie Committees are the Franchise Committee,
of which the Marquess of Lothian is Chairman, the Federal
Finance Committee which will he presided over by the
Right Hon’ble Lord Eustace Perey and the Indian States
nauiry Committee presided over hy the Right Hon’ble
J. O Co Davideon, The personnel of these Committees
and their terms of reference which are contained in letters
addressed by the Prime Minister to their respective Chair-
man have heen published. The British members of these
specific Committees are at present on their way to India and
are expected to land at Bombay at the close of this week.
The Secretariatgs have alrcady heen assembled and are at
work, so that the Committees ought to be able to make an

H2
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effective start with their enquiries immediately on their
arrival. Provincial Governments are collecting materials
for their discussions with the Franchise Committee which
will visit almost all Provincial headquarters. Provineial
Franchise Committees have been constituted to work in
close association with the main Committee.

I am deeply interested in the work of all these Com-
mittees, but I have a particular concern with the general
Committee known us the Consultative Coramittee over Which
I shall myself preside as thedeputy of the Prime Minister.

My attention has been directed to statements made in
the public press which indicate the existence of an impres-
sion that the Consultative Committee will be a merely
ornamental body or at most will set to work only when it
receives the reports of the speecific Committees. T1f that im-
pression is at all general or has gained ground in the Indian
Legislature, T desire to explain the true position. As T
have said the Consultative Committee will be the machinery
by which on the outstandine constitutional problems His
Majesty’s Government will remam in eontact with the dis-
cussions which will continue in India. The detailed con-
sideration of issues vital to the new constitution of India
will not he Jiscontinued in England merely because the
second session of the Round Table Clonference has come to
an end, Tt is an inftegral portion of the plans of His
Majesty’s Government that a similar detailed examination
should proceed contemporaneously and on parallel lines in
India, and thaf our explorations here should be co-ordinated
with work being done in T.ondon through the contaet which
I shall maintain with the Prime Minister whose deputy in
this matter T shall be. Accordingly it will be the funection
of the Consultative Clommittee to co-operate with His
Majesty’s Government in filling in the gaps in the constitu-
tion so far sketeched by the Round Table Conference,
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whether these gaps are due to differences of opinion in the
Conference or to limitations imposed, by lack of time upon
its investigations.

The seope of work open to the Committee is so wide
and so important that no time should be lost in setting to
work. [ have therefore decided to assemble the Com-
mittee during the present weck, and I trust that at our
preliminary deliberations we may be able to inaugurate
an active and strenuous programme according to which
in consultation with His Majesty’s Govermment the details
of the constitution may be folly aud rapidly explored.
It is my intention so far as my other duties may permit
to engage personally in the work of the Committee,

In that new constitution the North-West Frontier Pro-
vinee will #ind a place as a Governor’s Provinee of the same
status as other Governors’ Provinees with due regard to the
necessary requurements of the frontier. But in the mean-
time my {tovernment and the Chief Commissioner have
been earnestly engaged in preparing a constitution which
will forthwith place the Frontier Provinee on the basis of &
Governor’s Provinee under the present Act. We have been
assisted by the adviee which 1 am glad to be able to des-
eribe as enthusiastic and harmonious of a loeal non-official
Committee. It is no light task to frame a constitution for
an area in which so far representative institutions have not
proceeded beyond the field of local self-government while
even in that field the practice of popular election is only in
its infancy., My Government have however been able to
submit to the Secretary of State detailed proposals on
matters so fundamental as the franchise, constituencies and
the constitution of the Legislature. T have good hopes that
if these proposals commend themselves to the Secretary of
State in Council, we may at no distant date have a loecal
Legislature in session at Peshawar,
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.But something more is necessary. The new Gov-
ernment and the Legislatnre itself must be invested with
powers and suitable finapcial provision must be made.
For these purposes the necessary Devolution Rules have
been drafted and are now under technical examination.
I anticipate that this portion of our task will not lag
behind our proposals for the representative system, so
that when the loeal Legislature is constituted and ready
to assume its duties we shall have placed it and the local
Exeentive in possession of appropriate authority analogous
to their counterparts elsewlhere.

There is here a particular matter to which I desire to
refer. The North-West Frontier Province Subjects Com-
mittee has, as you are aware, advised us that the Proviuce
invested with its own ‘aunthority will be unable to subsist
on its indigenous resources. The course suggested is the
grant of a central subvention. 'The need for such a sub-
vention and its probable amount are under enquiry by
my Government. It is our intention to consult the Indian
Legislature when the details have been worked out.

The only other wmatter raised in the announcement made
by the Prime Minister to which I desire to refor is the
separation of Sind from the Presidency of Bombay. The
task which has been laid upon us is to confer with the
representatives of Sind for the purpose of trying to over-
come the financial difficulties in the way of separation.
My Government, after consultation with the Government
of Bombay, have had wnder examination the nature and
seope of sueh a Conference and have submitted (or are in
proeess of submitting) their conclusions to the Secretary
of State for his approval. We trust to be able to initiate
the Conference at an carly date.

In eonclusion T wish to ma%e one remark of a rather
more personal character. Notwithstanding the many difti-
culties which we have had to surmount during the past
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few months, and the serious problems that still lie before
us, with the recolleetion of all T owe to this country in
my publie service of years gone by, 1 feel it a great pride
and privilege towards the end of my public life to be lead-
ing India on to her promised position as an absolutely equal
partner with the other Dominions under the Crown. Our
difficulties mugt and shall be surmounted and my Govern-
ment are determined to allow no subversive or revolution-
ary activities to prcevent us from achieving this great pur-
pose for which many of us have worked for long years.
I have asked for co-operation from all in the past. Today
I ask for tiwe cordial co-operation of all thoge who have the
true interests of their great country at heart to help us to
solve the many problems that lie hefore us, to exercise the
spirit of equity and fairness, and to bring about that confi-
dence, goodwill and trust between our two races which have
worked together for so many years to secure the well-being
and prosperity of Tndia in the past and will T feel econfident
long continue to do so in the future.

I leave you to your labours and trust that a Great
Providence may guide you in the important duties you have
to undertake.

ADDRESS OF WELCOMFE PRESENTED BY THE COUNTRY
LEAGUE.

His Excellenay the Viceroy received an Address of Welcome
from the Country League on Monday, the 7th March 1932, to
which he replied in the following terms :—

Gentlemen,~I am indeed grateful for this opportunity
of meeting the representatives of the Country League,
and T thank you on behalt of Lady Willingdon, as well as
myself, tor your cordial words of welcome.

I realise that the members of your League, represent-
ing various communities and occupied in spheres of diverse

‘7th March
1932,
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interests, form a body which is known for its loyalty to
the Crown and to the best interests of the country in
which you hold so large a stake. The manifold services
you have rendered hitherto have elicited well merited
praise. Now your responsibilities have inereased with the
march of India along the road to self-government. New
rights bring new dutics and their discharge will depend
especially upon the response of those om whom cireum-
stances have bestowed opportunity or imposed obligations.
With all the influence you command I am confident that
in your mission you will achieve success. In your work
you may be sure of  receiving . encouragement from my
Government. and myself. T trust your League will always
prove a source of valuable opinion to Government, and an
active influence amongst yoar dependents for the happiness
and prosperity of the countryside.

Before leaving you I must add my appreciation of
your message of humble duty and sincere devotion to His
Majesty the King-Emperor. I will convey this message
which I know will be received with sincere gratitude.

I thank you again, gentlemen, for the warm expression
of your good-will. 1 shall continue to wateh your work
with interest,—happy and proud in the knowledge that I
can count on your unswerving support in the difficult
tasks Lelore ns.

ADDRESS OF WELCOME FROM THE TALUQDARS OF
OUDII.

His Excellency the Viceroy received an Address of Welcome
from the Talugdars of Oudh and 7replied in the following
terms :(—

Talugdars of Oudh,—Tt has been a very great
pleasure to Lady Willingdon and myself to receive your
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cordial address of welcome. My predecessors have all
enjoyed a similar privilege which is In accordance with
your traditional praectice. They have all testified to your
stauneh loyalty and good faith to our Bovereign and it
is a particular pleasure to me today to have further proof
of your unswerving support and your readiness to assume
the increased respounsibilities that the march of time has
laid upon you.

I thank you for alluding in such generous terms to
the services it has been my privilege to render., I, in my
turn, wish to express the ‘appreciation of myself and my
Government for all you have done to help them in their
administrative duties,

You are perfectly correct in saying that the drastic
action 1 have been compelled to take recently has been
a most distasteful duty. It has been done with an
objeet which [ am glad to hear you appreeciate. My
Government and 1 are determined to introduce the con-
stitutional reforms as rapidly as possible in order to bring
India to her rightful pesition amongst the Dominions of
the Empire, and in our task we shall not tolerate sub-
versive and revolutionary obstruection,

But I do not wish to dwell on the general political
situation as I feel the policy of my Government iz now
elear to all. Rather let me turn to the specific points
raised in  your address. I readily appreciate your
anxiety regarding your future position, The main point
centres on the demand that your rights and privileges
should be secured in the new constitution. Presumably
vour chief fear is not so much that your estates might
be confiscated in contravention of the Covenant of 1859,
but that they may be affected prejudicially by legislation
in regard to tenant law and the like. Whilst T can assure
you that the British Government would not tolerate the
legislative confiscation of your estates, you would not I
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am sure expect me to give any guarantee against the in-
troduction of legislation which landlords might hold to
be prejudicial to them and unduly favourable to tenants.
1 can only say that every effort will be made in framing
the reformed constitution to guarantee to all classes and
interests full opportunity of asserting their legitimate
rights and maintaining their position. But it is in-
evitable that in the long run classes now enjoying a pre-
ferential position will only be able to maintain it if they
80 organise themsclves as to secure a real and effective
voice in the new legislutures and a strong position in the
new administration.

As regards a BSeeond Chamber, the United Provinees
Government recommended to the Simon Commission that
a Second Chamber should be ine¢luded in the new Con-
stitution. But opinion on this point is divided, and it is
for you to place your views betore the Franehise Com-
mittee. I would ask you to remember that a Second
Chamber has its dangers as well as its advantages from
the point of view of safegnarding vested interests, Too
much relianee on the power of a Second Chamber to veto
or delay legislation which may be unpalatable to your
class may possibly result in the Second Chamber heing
gradually deprived of all effective power, if mot in its
being completely abolished. It will be most important
for you Talugdars to assert your position and safeguard
vour interests by taking an active part in the work of
the Lower Chamber whether there be a Seecond Chamber
or not.

You have mentioned the possible separation of Oudh
from Agra. This subject has not aroused much public
interest hitherto. The mere constitution of Oudh as a
separate provinee wonld in no way check the spread of
the democratic or even revolutionary ideas to which you
allude in the early part of your address. Moreover, the
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multiplication of separate administrative units will add
considerably to the expense of the future government—
an aspeet of the case which advocates of new provinces
are often apt to overlook,

1 wish o conclude by saying that in my opinion you
will start under the new Constitution with the very great
advantages of your prestige, your resources and the
tradition and habit in your estates of centuries of obedi-
ence to your authority. If you utilise these advantages
to the full, you ean eonfirm and strengthen your position
by proving your value to the tenantry ; for your future
well-being you should trust rather to retaining the
esteem and affeetion of your tenants than to extraneous
aid of a constitutional form which iy liable as all other
human institutions to ehange and dissolution.

Liet me impress upon you that yourr interests can best
be preserved by fostering happy and sympathetic re-
lations with your tenants whose intercsts, as you rightly
say, are identical with your own. I trust you will all
take an aetive part in the management of your estates,
move amongst your tenants and appreciate their difficul-
ties. Then you will be able not only to withstand the
attacks of agitators but to ensure for yourselves an
unassailable position under the new Constitution. You
will be able to reap the full advantages of your undeniable
influence and leyalty and to prove that you are of real
value and can confer some benefits on your dependents.
This is the effective method of securing your position.

I thank you again, gentlemen, very much for your
warm weleome and good wishes which Lady Willingdon
and I reciprocate heartily.
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ANNUAL (ENERAL MEETING OF THE ST. JOHN
AMBULANCE ASSOCIATION AND THE RED CROSS
SOCIETY.

22nd  March The following is His Excellency the Viceroy's speech at
1932 the combined Annual General Meeting of the St. Jobn
Ambulance Association and Indian Red Cross Society held at

the Vieeroy’s House, New Delhi, on the 22nd Mareh 1932 :—

Mr. Chairman, Your Excellencies, Your Highnesses,
Ladies and Gentlemen,—It gives me very great pleasure
to preside over the joint gathering of those who are
interested in the work of these two great charitable move-
ments, and I am delighted to sce such a truly representative
gathering here this afternoon.

This meeting is being held for the first time in Delhi
in Marech instead of in Simla in June, and I have approved
the change because [ hope that a larger number of
Provineial representatives have been able to find it
possible to attend in Delhi and also of course because
this is our capital eity.

Last year [ compared the work done and the funds
collected by the Indian Couneil of the St. John Ambulance
Association to that of the Canadian Branch of the Asso-
ciation and it appeared that Canada and India were
engaged in a neck-to-neck struggle. This year the
Canadian Report has not yet reached us, so we are
unfortunately not in & position to compare results. 1
would, however, request the backers of Tndia in this race
to econcentrate their efforts on helping the institutions of
their own land and not to be persuaded to transfer their
attentions to the Ilospitals of those countries who eombine
chance and charity by running large sweepstakes, a per-
centage of the contributions to which go to charity, whilst
a very much greater perccentage go to chance.

His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief has given us
a very interesting account of the Association’s varied
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activities, and T congratulate the Indian Council on the
results achieved in a very difficult year. 1 was particularly
glad to learn that a start has been made in training mill
workers in Bombay in first aid, as this was one of the points
referred to in the Labour Commission’s Report. I am
delighted tc learn of the success of the All-India Ambul-
ance Competitions in Lahore, and would like to emphasise
what has been said about the importance of holding pro-
vineial competitions.

His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief’s own staff
Jhas, alas! been in need of first aid on more than one
occasion this year, and I am informed that one of the
unlucky—or should T say lueky ?—-vietims received assist-
ance from a lady who had been trained in Home Nursing
and who did not hesitate to put her knowledge to practical
use.

General Megaw’s statement about the activities of the
Brigade shows that its members are busy in many diree-
tions. 1 am particularly giad to learn that the Parsi
Ambulance Division will ghortly open its own Headquarters
Building in Bombay, as I have vivid recollections of the
splendid work carried on by the members of this Division
when 1 was Governor of the Province,

The work of the Caleutta Nursing Divisions reflects
great credit on Mrs. Cottle, the Tindy Distriet Superin-
tendent, and her nursing sisters. The report, T notice,
mentions that these ladies have made over 6,000 bandages
for leper hospitals, which entailed the winding of 120,460
yvards of material. Such figures are staggering to a mere
man, even to one whose household has in the past done its
share of bandage winding.

The Red Cross report is certainly a cheerful one and
I was considerably impressed by the amount of good solid
work which it records. I hope the slump in membership
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is merely a temporary one due to financial depression. I
note from the membership table at the beginning of the
report that only three provinees—the Punjab, which still
leads with 9,464 members, Sind and the United Provinees,
all of which I congratulate on their activity this year—
have reached four figures, although Bombay and Burma
are not far off. All the large provinees should easily be
able to enrol over 1,000 members and I trust they will next
year make this their goal.

I am glad to have this opportunity of thanking the
generous donors—Caolonel Archer, Dr. U, N. Brahmachari
and Mrs. Anant Ram-—whose contributions have been
recorded by Sir Henry Moncrief Smith. In these hard
times such gifts are doubly welcome and enable the Soeiety
to earry on work which would otherwise be impossible. I
should also like to thank those devoted workers—Mrs. Tarr
in the Central Provinces, and Mrs. Wathen in Madras—
whose services we are unfortunately losing this year.

Reviewing as a whole the various branches of
humanitarian work which "have been reported on here
today—ell of which have their headquarters in the fine
Red Cross Building which we owe to the generosity of
His Highness the Nawab of Junagadh-—I note with
pleasure the advance which has been made towards co-
oidination. The multiplication of philanthropic soecieties
with the same or parallel aims, is a danger against which
it is our duty to protect the publie, and the Red Cross,
being a worldwide humanitarian movement, non-political
and non-sectarian, is peculiarly well fitted to lead the way
towards co-operation. The reports we have heard here
today show that there is an efficient team of well-qualified
workers at the Red Cross headquarters, and I wish them
and all workers throughout the branches every suecess in
the coming year, ’
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OPENING O THE CHAMBER O PRINCES.

His Excellency the Vieeroy, in opening ihe Session of the
Chamber of Princes on the 28th March 1932, said :—

Your Highnesses,—It is wholly unnecessary for me
to express the great pleasure that T feel in presiding for
the first thne in my position as Viceroy at this the eleventh
meeting of the Chamber of Prinees, a vleasnre which is
much enhanced by the fact that [ am meeting and greeting
today a numwber of Your IHighnesses whom I ean claim as
my e¢lose and valued friends, and by the further faet that
during many years of public service in Tndia 1 have always
been able to take a keen and active interest in all matters
connected with your Order. I have already during the
past eleven months experienced the manifold advantages
obtained from informal diseussions with many of Your
Iighnesses and 1 welcome this new opportunity of being
associated with your more formal deliberations on the
many vital and important matters now engaging your
attention.

Sinee its last sessions in March 1931 your Chamber
has lost by death threc of its members. Only on Saturday
lagt T heard that His Highness the Maharaja of Cochin
had passed away. He suceeeded to the gaddi in 1914 on
the abdication of Iis Highness Raja Sir Rama Varma,
whose death we also have to deplore, and he attended
Your Mighnesses’ early Conferenees in 1916 and 1919.
Sinee then failing health had been his portion and he has
taken no part in the formal meetings of the Chamber.. His
Highness the Maharaja of Tdar in the Bombay Presidency
was my ol and valued friend and the news of his sudden
death almost at the moment when he had come to welcome
me at Bombay was a great shock to me on my arrival,
As Governor of Bombay T recolleet spending my first
Christmas in India under his hospitable roof. A man of
conservative ideas, he stood somewhat apart from the

28th March
1932,
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stream of modern progress and I am told that he had never
attended the sessions of your Chamber. A Rathor
Rajput—he inherited the martial traditions of his race and
served the Empire in Egypt during the Great War.

*His IHighness the Maharaja of Benares, who died
within the last few months, bad, I am informed, twice
attended the sessions of your Chamber. He was a Ruler
of the best type, just, high-minded and caring above all
things for the progress and prosperity of his people. Since
the Benares State was formed in 1911 T think it is irue to
say that he proved himself to be a distinguished and worthy
member of Your Highnesses’” Order. Both Your High-
nesses and the Chamber are poorer by his loss,

I must also refer to the death of His Highness the ez-
Raja of Bilaspur. Afflicted by ill-health he had for some
years before his death abdicated his high office in favour
of his son and had resided in retirement at Benares. Nor
can I omit a reference to Their late Highnesses, the Senior
Maharani Regent of Gwalior, and the Maharani Regent of
Dhar, who have both died within the year while earrying
out devotedly and successfully the task of administration
in the interests of the minor Maharajas. Both ladies were
distinguished by their high sense of duty and justice and
have nobly vindicated the high tradition of Indian woman-
hood in positions of authority and responsibility. I am
sure Your Highnesses will join with me in expressing sym-
pathy with all the hereaved families and in welcoming to
vour Chamber those of their suceessors who have assumed
the duties and responsibilities of the high positions to
which they have been called.

At the meeting of the League of Nations Assembly held
in 1931 for the first time a State Minister and not a Ruling
Prince represented the Indian States. With the kind
permission of His Highness the Maharaja of Kapurthala,
K. B. Dewan Abdul Hamid was enabled to undertake this
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duty and I am informed that he carried out his onerous
and responsible labours with great success and distinetion.
He has shown at Geneva that not only the Ruling Princes
of India but their Ministers also can hold their own with
the counsellors of other nations. 1 feel sure that Your
Highnesses would wish to express your appreciation of the
manner in which K. B, Dewan Abdul Hamid had dis-
charged his responsibilities on your behalf.

1 notiee in your Agenda that there is a proposal before
Your Highnesses to alter certain of the Articles in the
Constitution. 1 am given to-understand that the system of
having Substitute Members for the Standing Committee
was only initiated a year ago, and there hag therefore not
been any long period in which to test the merits or dis-
advantages of the gystem. On general principles I should
have been inclined to suggest to Your Highnesses to give
the present conditions a little more time to be tested before
making the changes that are proposed. I fully appreciate
that your object is, of course, to secure a quorum of the
Standing Committee at all times and this ean doubtless be
obtained by inercasing the number of your members ; and
it is perhaps less invidious to be a full member of the
Standing Committee than to oceupy the position which has
hitherto been designated ‘‘ Substitute Member ’’. On the
other hand, it is a general experience that Committees can
be too large, and though I am not prepared to say that
nine is an excessive number, still the despateh of business
tends to be more expeditious where the numbers are fewer.
With these general remarks I am quite content to leave
any decision on this matter to Your Highnesses who no
doubt appreciate better than I can your feelinga on this
question.

Only one meeting of the Standing Committee of your
Chamber has taken place since its last session. I meed
hardly say that this does mot imply on the part of its
L20PSY , 1
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members any negleet of your interests or failure in their
responsibilities. And here [ should like to make one
observation of a personal character, and assure you that
if there has been any delay or neglect in advancing the
consideration of the many detailed points that Your
Highnesses have, as 1 well know, so much in your minds,
the fault has not in any way been due to Ilis Highnegs,
your Chancellor, for I cam personally say that 1 know it
for a fact that from the moment I landed at Bombay he
has never been weary in well doing in these matters on
Your Highnesses’ bchalf, and | can sincerely pay my
tribute to lis untiring-zeal and energy in his endeavours
to secure decisions on the various problems. The last year
too has been so ceeupied by the special problems of the
Round Table Conference that mamy of the topies now
under discussion in the Standing Committee have neces-
sarily required to bLe put aside temporarily. Many of
them are directly affected by problems of Federation and
cannot hope for final solution umtil these have reached a
decision ; while others are not of the same urgency and
importance as those conneeted with Federation. Most of
the members of the Committee Have also been in Europe
as members of the Round Table Conference itself, and it
has been difficult to arrange meetings for this purpose until
after their return. T understand however that at the meet-
ing held earlier in this month useful progress has been
made in certain of the weighty matters that have been for
some time past under discussion with my Political De-
partment. T am informed that one of tham relating to
aequisition by the Ruling Princes and Chiefs of non-resi-
dential property in British India has achieved the reeord
of a tenth Summary ; it is now being placed before the
Chamber and let us hope that after so many re-births it
will at last earn Nirvana by a final settlement! T am
glad to learn also that it has been possible to meet Your
Highnesses’ wishes in eertain matters, in which the



Speeches by the Earl of Willingdon, 116

Opening of the Chamber of Princes.

exercise of railway jurisdiction by my Government with-
In your territories had been causing you practical
inconvenience.

It however the volume of work from the Standing
Committee for presentation to the Chamber is smaller than
the normal, 1 think I can claim that we have made con-
siderable progress in two other dircctions, which are of
great interest to Your Highnesses.

The Committee on Ceremonial appointed by the Stand-
ing Committee to examine these special matters has ex-
pended considerable time and labour in discussion both
with myself and my Political Secretary, and we have on
inany points reached agreements which will, I hope, prove
satisfactory to Your Highnesses when the time comes to
present the final results to the Chamber. It has unfortu-
nately been impossible to complete them in time for the
present session, but I have every hope that they will be
ready for your consideration at the next meeting of the
Chamber.

I have also recently had the benefit of discussiong with
vour Standing Committee on the very important question
of Paramountey and here too. I tlrink those who were pre-
sent will agree that we have advanced a long way towards
agreement in many of its aspects. [ cannot now give you
details, sinee it is obviously undesirable to discuss them at
the present stage ; but I have every confidence that before
the meeting of the Chamber next vear we may be able to
announce a clear policy in thiy matter, for I know well
that it is & question which has greatly exereised your minds
for some time. If I were to give you in very general terms
my views of the main obligations under Paramountey ot
the two parties concerned, I would express it in the follow-
ing manner. The Viceroy as representing the Crown has
the duty of maintaining to the States the absolute security
of their rights and privileges which have been assured to
them under their Treaties, Sanads and Engagements, and

L20PSV n
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if necessity arises to give protection to any ruler ; while
the rulers on their part have the duty of administering
their States in a sound, satisfactory and progressive man-
ner for the welfare and benefit of their subjects, which
will strengthen their position under their Treaties and
let us hope, render entirely unnecessary the effective pro-
tection of the Crown. Let me add that I hope and believe
that the result of our deliberations will be to remove many
of your anxieties and to resolve most of your difficulties,
and confirm in a practical manner the assurances frequent-
ly given to you in the past of the inviolability and security
of your position under-your Treaties, Sanads and En-
gagements.

In these days when efforts are widely made to subvert
law and order through this country, it is my duty to give
you all possible assistance in maintaining your lawful
authority and this I am determined to do. I acknowledge
gratefully the many messages that have  reached
me from members of your Order approving my
decision to enforce law and maintain order at all costs in
British India and offering any assistance that may be
required. You, I am sure, recognise that the States can-
not stand entirely apart from their neighbonrs in British
India for disorder and lawlessness, if unchecked, must
spread from the one to the other. Your Highnesses there-
fore are closely concerned with the stability of eonditions
beyond your borders, just as in the converse case, un-
settled eonditions in the States may have their repercussions
in British Provinces. It cannot therefore be said that in
conveying to me your sympathy and approval in the poliey
which T have heen compelled regretfully to adopt within the
last few months, you are intervening in matters that do
not concern you. Moreover Your Highnesses realise as
well as I do that force and repression cannot be an end in
themselves, and that T have only adopted them so as to
produce conditions in which we may be able to proceed
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with the details of the great constitutional changes that
are impending, and under which it may be possible to in-
troduce and work them suceessfully. It is in the firm
beliet that we shall before long be able to inaugurate a
new era in the constitutional history of this great country
that T am determined at all costs to secure and maintain
the peaceful conditions under which alone such progress
may be made. Any other path can lead only to chaos and
he would indeed take a heavy responsibility who allowed
India to slide into that abyss. T am grateful in the know-
ledge that I can count on the help of all Your Highnesses
in my efforts to ensure. the orderly progress of India to
her appointed destiny.

As an earnest of your intentions I welcome the Reso-
lutions in the second part of yowr Agenda relating to a
federal scheme Nearly two years have elapsed since in
London your representatives took the momentous deeision
to join an all-India Federation and to co-operate with
the representatives of British India in working out its
details. An idea so attractive has appealed strongly to all
interests concerned and the strength of their belief that
it is the best solution of a most diffieult problem is de-
monstrated by the energy and enthusiasm with which
during the last eighteen months they have all laboured to
remove the many difficulties lying in its path. It is a mis-
take to underestimate or be hlind to these difficulties.
Many interests are involved and of these some are con-
flicting, but there has, T am thankful to say, been through-
out a realisation that they must not be permitted to block
the path towards the ideal and that a solution for them
must he found. Believe me, T sympathise keenly with
vour doubts and misgivings which are inevitable when
changes of the magnitude and importance such as these
have to be undertaken. You desire what is best for India
as a whole, but each one of vou is naturally concerned to
see that the new conditions will not imperil your own
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existence or that of the systems of government which
you believe to have still mueh of value to contribute to the
progress of your own country. The time for consideration
has doubtless appeared short when compared with the
importance of the issucs involved and I must eongratulate
Your Highnesses on being able within it to reach what I
understand are agreed conclusions on most of the main
points. If, as 1 hope, the Resolutions upon the Agenda
reeeive the approval of your Chamber, a great step will
have been made towards the settlement of the problem.
There have been times when the prospect of such settle-
ment has seemed remoterand it is g source of keenest satis-
faetion to me that with the wise and able assistance of your
Ministers you should ‘have reached decisions not inconsist-
ent with the early establishment of a federal system in
India. T know nothing, so far, beyond the terms of the
Resolutiong as placed on the Agenda paper, but | shall wait
with lively interest their further elucidation in the eounrse
of your discussions. T am pglad that T may look forward to
future meetings of this Chamber where we can take coun-
gel together for the further progress of this great scheme.
But T cannot imagine a more important or critical session
than this at which it is my pleasure and privilege to pre-
side for the first time. It js difficult to visualise the time
when the Indian Prinees had no common forum for dis-
cussion of questions of joint interest to them all, but events
move rapidly in a modern world and what appeared to be
a startling innovation of yesterday becomes the ordinary
common-place of to-day. The experience of Your High-
nesses in this direetion in vour own Chamber may, 1 would
suggest, make you ready to face the prospect of still fur
ther constitutional changes with courage and confidence.
Change must always seem deubtful to minds nurtured in a
conservative tradition. But political wisdom consists in
realising that new conditions require new measures and
remedies and that our intelleets and judgments have been



Speeches by the Earl of Willingdon. 119

——
Inauguration of the Legisiative Council, North-West Frontier
Province.

given us to decide which path offers the more advantages
and the less danger and to ehoose it aceordingly. In end-
ing my introductory remarks at this my first session of
your Chamter, 1 would express the hope that you will
enter upon it inspired with courage as well as caution and
with an earnest desire for the common weal both of your
own people and that of Greater India, of which you form
a part,

INAUGURATION OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,
NORTH WEST FRONTIER PROVINCE.

His Fixeellency the Vieeroy miade the following speech af
the ceremuny of the inauguration of the Tegislative Couneil,
North-West Ifvontier Provinee, at Peshawar, on the 20th April
1932 :—

His Majesty (he King’s meéssuge at the Ceremony of the
Inauguration of the Legislative Council, North-West
Brontier Province, on Wednesday, April 20th, 1932.

Recently I had great pleasare in according my
sanetion to the elevation of the North-West Frontier
Provinee to the position of a Governor’s Provinee under
the Government of Tndia Aet aud I rejoice that today
you are celebrating the fulfilment of that deeision, On
peace and good government in the North-West Frontier
Provinee depends in a  great  measure the security of
India and T Jook with confidence to the people of the
Provinee s tu order their affairs that the momentous
change which my Vieeroy is today inaugurating on
my behalf will condnee to the hencfit of their Provinee
and of India as a whole. Through my Viceroy I send
to yvou, people of the North-West Frontier Provinee and
to your new Government and Legislature, my warniest

20th Apri
1932,
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greetings and it is my earnest prayer that today’s
happenings may promote your lasting contentment and
prosperity.

Your FEzxcellency, Your Highness, Nawabs, Sirdars,
Khans, Raises, Ladies and Gentlemen,—1 shounld like to
preface what I have to say this morning with a word of
thanks to you all, on behalf of Lady Willingdon and
myself, for the cordial reception which you have given
us on thiz the occasion of my “first official visit as
Governor General to your historie capital. This is not
indeed the first time that we have been here or tasted
the traditional warmth of a Pathan welcome ; of that
I could find much to say ; but there is business to trans-
aet this morning and T must not delay you with
personal reminiscenceg. I will therefore pass on to
more important matters, which T wish to discuss with
you today.

It is now rather more than 30 years ago sinee re-
cognition of the vital importance of the Frontier cansed
TLiord Curzon’s Government to take Frontier affairs
under their own immediate management and control
by severing from the Punjab this tract of British India
which lies trans-Indus and forming it with the Hazara
Distriet into the North-West Frontier Provinee with a
separate Administration of its own. Thirty years ago,
almost to the day, Lord Curzon himself visited the
Frontier to inaugurate the new scheme of things and
to explain the poliey of Government. As he said in the
opening words of his speceh, which, T suppose, some of
you present here today must have heard, he *‘ eame to
the Frontier to speak to the men of the Frontier ”’, and

b

the message which he brought for them wag in substance
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the same as that which I now have for you today—not
only for you, Hon'ble Members of the newly elected
Provincial Legislative Council, whom I econgratulate
upon your eleetion, but for all of you, who whether as
electors or elected, have now begun to take your part
in the working of the reformed constitution. ‘* Your
destinies ”’, said Lord Curzon, ‘‘are mainly in your
own hands and I look to local pride and local patriotism
to see that they are jealously guarded and that the
North-West Frontier Province shows itself ever more
and more deserving of the interest that has secured for
it a separate existenee and an independent name 7,

Thirty years bave passed and gone since those
memorable words were uttered and in the interval
Vieeroy after Vieeroy in turn bas come to Peshawar end
travelled through your Province not only to view the
stage npon which so many great exploits have been
performed in the past and across which so many of the
great figures of Indian history have moved but also to
testify to the abiding interest of the Government of
India in your welfare and to learn for himself by per-
sonal contact something of the Pathan spirit and all that
it stands for.

In those 30 years India has seen great changes.
Here in this great continent with its vast population has
been laid the scene of perhaps the most daring and the
most momentcus political experiment ever attemoted by
any branch of the human race—I mean the establishment
of forms of representative Government and the in-
troduction of democratic institutions with all their
latent hopes and possibilities into the administrative
fabriec of the country. In that experiment you are
now about to take your full part, and if Lord Curzon’s
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message to the generation which came before you was
true, as it was true, how mueh truer is it now for you,
and how much truoer still will it become for your des-
cendants in the days to come when the seed which we
are now planting shall have taken root and the great
constitutional scheme for which we are all working shall
have everywhere brought responsibility in its adminis-
tration to the people of this country.

At this point I must ask you to allow me to digress
for a moment from my main subject, and to speak to
you with absolute frankness in regard to certain very
unfortunate incidents and oceurrences, I am glad to feel
only in a small part of the Province, connected with the
general eleetion in which ‘you have all been engaged
during the past weeks. The purpose of our gathering
here today is to celcbrate the fact that after years of
waiting your Provinece has now become a Governor’s
Provinee and has been placed on a footing of equality
with the other Provinces in India. Almost everywhere
you seem to have risen fo the oceasion and to have
grasped the good gift which Government has given you.
But what do I hear of Mardan and Charsadda ? A
shameful story of voters intimidated, of loyalists assauli-
ed and of senseless and futile obstruetion. These are
strong words, Gentlemen, but T am sure you will agree
with me that they are not unmerited. What possible
object do those who organised the movement to which
I refer or those who took part in it think that it is going
to serve ¢ They have made themselves the tools of a
dangerous and subversive propaganda. They have
deliberately placed themselves in opposition to the ag-
pirations of the great majority of the people and have
attempted to make impossible the fulfilment of the desire
of this Provinee to attain the same status and rights as
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other (fovernors’ Provinees. DBy their action they are
impeding the restoration of normal conditions and are
making impossible the withdrawal of those extraordinary
powers which my Government have been compelied to
assume. For there must be no misapprehension in this
respeet. So long as their aetivities continue Govern-
ment must and will retain the powers which are neces-
sary to meet them. If on the other hand they abandon
their unlawful aets and co-operate in working the con-
stitution that has today been inaugurated, I am confident
that the Governor in Couneil will not be slow to sug-
gest, nor the (Governmenl of India to approve, the
relinquishment of powers which will then no longer be
necessary. In the mecantime here as elsewhere it is our
fixed determination to press on with the constitutional
reforms, and we shall not be deterred or delayed by
these unlawful activittes from -achieving the purpose
we all have in view, a great federation of all the various
interests and communities of this eountry.

That federation, Gentlemen, is an object worthy
of the best energies which any of us can put forward
and I ask you now to do your part to realise that
equality of opportunity means equality of respounsibility
and show yourselves declared supporters of the re-
formed coustitution by which alone true progress on
the path of orderly advance is possible.

And now T furn more particularly to address my-
self to yon. Gentlemen, the President and Memberg of

the Tegislarive Couneil of the North-West TFrontier
Provinee.

Perhaps T cannot do better than take as the text
for what T have to say to you the instrument of instrue-
tions that is given by His Majesty the King-Emperor to
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each Governor of a Province on his appointment. The
first of these instructions is that the Governor shall do
all that lies in his power to maintain the standards of
good administration. And if this charge finds the first
place in the instrument of instructions to all other
Governors, how much more necessary ig it that it should
do so in this Province where stands the gate of India,
of which he and you are the keepers. This instruction
i8 addressed to the Governor ; but the (Governor is but
one part in the machinery of the constitution, and no
machine, however carefully eontrived, ecan work to its
highest efficiency, unless all its parts harmonise in the
fulfilment of their separate funections. I am confident
that you will always be able to count upon the gunidance
and support of your Governor who has during many
years of close association and service amongst you
always proved himself your tried and trusted friend in
the promotion of all measures that may be necessary to
sacure those standards of good administration which he
is enjoined to maintain. I am equally confident that he
in his turn, can count upon that support which it is no
less incombent upon you to render.

And here T must ask you to bear with me again
while I make a further digression. I am aware of the
anxiety which has found expression in many quarters
for the immediate repeal of those Regulations which are
in force in this Provinee, The problem, Gentlemen, is
not a simple one and demands consideration from all
aspects. But the point on which eriticism has chiefly
been focussed is the procedure laid in a portion of that
Regnlation known as the Frontier Crimes Regulation
(though the name is something of a misnomer), for the
trial of criminal cases by reference to a Couneil of Elders,
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This, Gentlemen, is a subject on which much might be
said, But T desire at present to say no more than this.
With the approval of my Government recourse to that
procedure has recently, as you no doubt are already
aware, been suspended by Executive order in the Dis-
triets of Hazara and Dera Ismail Khan. His Excelleney
the Governor now informs me that with the full con-
sent of the District Officers concerned he has deeided
similarly to suspend this procedure in the three remain-
ing districts also, but ag an experimental measure for
a period of one year only. He and his officers are now
engaged in considering in what other respects the
operation of the Regulation can be modified and he
hopes to be able to make a further announcement on
this subjeet shortly. Meanwhile during that year you
will have opportunity to stndy and discuss this question
and present your conelusions to the Tocal Government
by whom they will be carefully considered. I ask you,
Gentlemen, to accept this as an earnest of the spirit
by which Government-and its officers in the new Pro-
vinee are animated and to respond to it in kind.

Your co-operation in this spirit is needed, for the
times through which yonr Provinee, in common with
other P'rovinees in India, has been passing have been
times of no orvdinary difficulty and the task that con-
fronts you is no easy one. You have seen around you
the stivrings of discontent and the distress of poverty-
symptoms of the unsettled conditions that are today
almost worldwide in their character. Your most earn-
est and pressing desire must be to alleviate them, and
many of yeu have thought that in this change from the
old order to the new is to be found the heaven-sent
remedy. ‘‘ Where there is a will, there is a way ’’, is a
common saying. and I believe that honesty and sinecerity
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of ideal can do more than anything to clear the paths
you seek to follow. But this or that political institution
is not an end in itself : it is merely the means to an end,
and*that end must be the contentment and prosperity of
those whose welfare it has been designed to serve and
whose chosen representatives you are. It iz your duty
therefore, as it 1s the duty enjoined upon your Governor,
to maintain the high standards of good administration
and to emcourage co-gperation and good-will among all
classes. The essence of the modern system of represen-
tative Government is: not the arbitrary enforcement of
the will of the majority. Let me again quote from the
instrument of instructions to your Governor. He is en-
joined to take care that due provision shall be made
for the advancement and gocial welfare of those classes
committed to his charge, who, whether on account of
the smallness of their number or their lack of edueca-
tional or material advantages or from any other causes,
are specially in need of protection, and cannot as yet
fully rely for their welfare upon joint political action,
and that such classes shall not suffer, or have cause to
fear, negleet or oppression, He is further enjoined to
see that no act of his Legislative Council shall be so
framed that any of the diversc interests of or arising
from race, religion, edueation, social econditions,
wealth or any other circumstance, may receive unfair
advantage or say unfairly be deprived of privileges or
advantages whieh they have heretofore enjoyed, or he
excluded from the cnjoyment of benefits which may
hereafter he conferred upon the people at large,

Were it enacted that each Member of this Legis-
lative Council should also receive upon clection some
sueh instrument or manual of instructions as ° that
which is issued for the guidance of your Governor, 1
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can conceive of nothing that could better epitomise
his duties and responsibilities. Each of you has, it is
true, been cleeted by the majority of the voters of your
constituencizs, but is not to that majority alone that
you owe your sole and entire duty. You have a duty
to all, to those who, whether from lack: of educational
or material advantages or from any other causes,
speeially need your protection or to those who cannot
as yet fully rely for their welfare upon united action.
All this 18 implied in the admonishment to maintain
standards of good administration and of co-operation
and good-will among all ¢lasses and creeds.

And now you take up your task in earnest. As
I have said, that task will be no easy one. But today
we look not to the past but to the future, and I am
optimistic enongh to believe that I see the hand of the
political baremeter onec again moving steadily towards
" Bet Fair 7. From this optimism | am not diverted by
what hays happened in the two areas to which I have
alluded. Xlsewhere throughout the Provinece your
response has been very different. It has manifested
itself in the keenness with which your elections have
been fought, and has shown that you are determined to
have no further part or lot with those whose misguided
patriotista has sought to lead them along paths that are
alien to the traditional and oft-proved loyalty of the
Pathan race. Your pride of race and your confidence in
your ecapacity to guide your own affairs are qualities
in which I see the happiest augury for your future.
But you must vot deceive yourselves into thinking that
the battle has heen won and that all will now be plain-
sailing., There must be peace within your borders and
the forces of disorder must be held in check, The
reforms which you have now been granted are, as you
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know, but the first instalment of the further measure
of Reforms in whieh you are to share equally with the
rest of India. Your novitiate in the art of self-Gov-
ernment will therefore be short, but you must see to
it that it is thorough. Your feeling will, T know, be
that there is much to do and but little time in which
to do it. That is but natural ; but it is for this reason
all the more necessary that you should beware of being
tempted into hasty or precipitate courses. ¢ Hasten
slowly 7 must therefore be your guiding principle,
remembering that upon the security of the foundations
whieh you are now to lay will depend the strength and

safety of the structure which is shortly to be built upon
them,

I now commend you to the task that lies before you.
Tn the discharge of it yon will have the best wishes of
myself and of my Government, and of the peoples of
all Provineces of India. It shall be our pride and
interest to wateh your progress and see you justify the
position of responsibility to which your Province has
now attained.

INSTALLATION OF HIS HIGHNESS THE KHAN OF
KALAT.

26th April His Excellency the Vieeroy made the following speech af
1032 ho installation of His Highness the Khan of Kalat at Quetta
on 26th April 1932 :—

Your Highness, Ladies and Gentlemen~—It is a very
great pleasure to me to be present here today and to
have this opportunity of making first-hand acquaintance
with the Province and peoples of Baluchistan, I wish
to assure Your Highness, and you, Sardars and Darbaris,
that my presence is an earnest of the sincere interest
which I take in all your affairs. The occasion on which
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we meet is one which may fairly be described as unigue
in the annals of Baluchistan. It is the first time that a
Viceroy has arrived at Quetta by air and it is also the
first time that a Vieeroy has installed a Khan of Kalat.

The late Khan, His Highness Beglar Begi Mir Sir
Mahmud Khan, G.C.LE. ruled the State for no less
than thirty-eight years, and earned the gratitude of the
British (Government by his many loyal services, parti-
clarly  during the Great War., It had been a matter
of regret that for some years prior to his death failing
health aud sight made him somewhat inaccessible to his
subjects and prevented him from taking an aective part
in the administration of the State.

In electing Your Highness to be Wali of Kalat and
Khan of Brahui Confederacy the Sardars have made, 1
am convineced, a wise choice. Your Highness is, if I
may say so, a« man of ripe age and long experience of
men and affairs, and you have cained the respeet and
affeetion of the people of Baluchistan by your services
to them and tn the British Government and by the part
vou have played in the public life of the Province during
the past forty years.

The Kalat State in its political shape and organisa-
tion differs radically from all the other States of the
Indian Empire. Tt is a Confederacy of momad tribes,
akin rather to the Xhanates of Central Asia and the
emirates of Arabia than to the compaet principalities of
Tndia. The British  Government have from the outset
acknowledged  the peculiar  constitution of the Kalat
State and have endeavoured to preserve its aneient tribal
organisation and the Customary law which holds sway
and binds it together. Tt is therefore a matter of sincere
satisfaction that  Your Tighness’ sueccession was un-
animously approved by the Baluch Sardars as well as
those of the Brabui Confederacy in a constitutional
manner and in acecordance with ancient custom. Tha

L20PSV x
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recent enlargement of the Council of State indicates that
Kalat is moving with the times and sharing in the general
advance of the Asiatic peoples from autocratic to eon-
stitutional Government. In this enlarged Council Your
Ilighness has an instrument ready to hand which will
cnable you to secare the best adviee on affairs of State
and maintain elose touch with your subjeets, an instru-
ment of which 1 counsel you to take the fullest advantage.
The finances of your State have long since been properly
organised with a regular budget and a Civil fsist. The
administration of the Niabat lands is carried on by your
Wazir-i-Azam assisted by~ competent offieials. It may,
therefore, be truly said that the Kalat State is keeping
pace with modern ideas in its administrative organisation
and I have no doubt that Your Highuess will ever strive
to promote its advancement along the path of peaceful
progress. You have indeed succceded to a position of
great trust and authority, and 1 am confident that it
will be your constant eare to admninister your State with
a single eye to the selfare of your subjects, and while
preserving all that is best in the traditional forms of its
administration to do away with anything that savours
of tyranny. IFrom the reports which I have received 1
feel assured that you will fnlly discharge this trust with
justice and good-will to all your subjeets and with honour
to yourself.

The State of Kalat covers a wide extent of territory
and by itself far exceeds in area all the other ecomponent
elements whieh go to make up Baluchistan. So the well-
being of Baluchistan as a whole in large measure depends
upon the Kalat State. If that State is weakened by
internal dissensions or disorganised by misrule or oppres-
sion, wide-spread repercussions on the rest of Baluchistan
are bound to result and no man can tell where the misehief
will end. Your Highness’ responsibility and the respon-
sibility of your State Council are therefore very great.
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1l would remind Your Ifighness that the peculiar
strength of youv position lies in the faet that yon are
not only Wali of Kalat State, but the leader of an ancient
and powerful Confederacy, and it therefore behoves you
to work in harmony and co-operation with your Sardars,
to respect their rights, uphold their dignity and conserve
everything that Is right and proper in their traditional
customs. In return it is the bounden duty of the Sardars
to bear true allegiance to you as their Khan and to
respeet your dignity and rights even as Your Highness
will respect theirs. A Frontier State has its peculiar
problems and difficulties, and every ruler must expeect to
face times of troumble and  anxiety. If unhappily such
times should come, Your Ilighness may always count on
the advice and assistance of my officers, while you may
rest assured that I myself will always maintain a watehful
and unfailing interest in the affairs of your State.

In conclusion it is my privilege to offer Your
Highness my congratulations on heing installed in the
seat of your ancestors. I tender you my most sincere
good wishes for your long life, health and prosperity and
for the peace and contentment of the Kalat State under
your rule. 1 now declare Your Highness to be duly
installed as Wali of Kalat.

ADDRESS OF WELCOME FROM THE LEADING SARDARS
OF BALUCHISTAN.

His Excellency the Viceroy reecived an Address of Weleome 26th Aprll
from the leading ‘%mdars of Baluchistan at Quetta on the 26th 1032
April 1932 and loplwd as follows :—

Sardars,—Tt gives me the greatest pleasure to
receive this deputation of the leading Sardars of the
British and Ageney Districts of Baluchistan. First of
all let me thark you for your cordial welcome to Her
Fxeellency and myself and for the loyal sentiments von
have expressed at the beginning of your address. It is

L20P8Y K2
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indeed a long journey to Baluchistan but, though the
distanee remains the same, modern methods of travel have
shortened the time and lessened the fatigue of under-
taking it. FHer Excelleney and I feel that we are more
than repaid for the length of the journey by making
acquaintance with what to us 1s a new and most interest-
ing part of the Indian Empire and by secing the gardens
and orchards of Quetta In all the beauty of their spring
foliage.

Although it is nol news to me it is a great gratifica-
tion to hear from your own lips that in the recent times
of political unrest DBaluchistan has been happy and
peaceful, that your Jloyalty to the British Crown is as
strong as ever and that you have no other desire but to
work out your salvation under the aegis of the British
flag. You do indeed ‘already enjoy a large measure of
self-Government in your fribal and )irga system. But
while you express yourselves as satisfied with the present
form of administration you have not hesitated to give
utterance to some of your grievances and to your aspira-
tions and hopes for removitig them: T make no complaint
of this. Legitimate discontent is indeed a healthy sign
and proves that you have a growing consciousness of your
needs and a keen desire for the betterment of your lot.
You have said that you are behind-hand in education
and you aseribe this not so much to your own apathy and
indifference as to an unsuitable educational system. ¥ am
afraid that T eannot quite agree with this, It is, I fear,
only too true that, in the past at any rate, the tribesnien
have taken hardly any interest in education and have
been very slow to avail themselves of the facilities placed
at their disposal by Covernment. This is the chief
reason why you have so much lee-way to make up in
Government service and other directions. I am gratified
to learn that there is now some awakening in this respeet
amongst you, the tribal leaders, and T trust that you
will endeavour to instil in your tribesmen the idea that
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industry and application are cssential to success not only
in Government service and in business but also in agri-
cultare. Mr, Cater informs me that whenever he visits
a school he makes it his first care to enquire after, and
speak words of encouragement to, the local boys but it
is his universal experience that they form a very small
perceniage of the scholars. Government has done and
ig doing its best to encourage local hoys by the extension
of primary edueation and by the grant of scholarships
all of which, T am informed, are reserved for your boys
except the open and speeial scholarships given for college
edneation ‘n other parts of India. These are awarded
by competitive examination and a number of them are
won by leeal boys. T will, however, ask Mr. Cater to
examine further the guestion of the provision of educa-
tional facilities for tribesmen in rural areas and to
ascertain whether it would be possible to effeet an im-
provement by a redistribution of the existing schools or
by otlhier means. The opening of an Intermediate College
has for some time past - recerved the sympathetic con-
sideration of my Government and the approval of the
Senate of the DPunjal University has just been received
to the affiliation of the proposed (ollege in  Arts and
Faculty. A detailed scheme will now he prepaved by the
Loeal Administration and will, T hope, come into effect
without undue delay but its final sanction must depend
upon financial eonditions.

You have mentioned the small share which you
enjoy in Govermment service and Government contracts.
As regards Government service, it has always been the
policy of the Civil Administration to encourage the
reernitnient of local men.  Admission to the Administra-
tive Services is not competitive and the standards of
admission have been fixed low In order to facilitate the
entry of local youths who possess a modicum of education.
With due regard for effleiency it is not possible to lower
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the standards further and it would bhe manifestly unjust
to promote officials, simply for the reason that they are
local men, over the heads of non-locals who have worked
loyally and well. With reference to the other services
you have mentioned, I must remind you that these are,
in the main, highly technical and that in such services
the single standard governing reeruitment and advance-
ment iy, and must be, professional qualifications and skill,
Until you can acquire these, it is impossible to give pre-
ference to you over better qualified men. Much the same
principles apply to the distribution of Government con-
traects. For contracts requiring a high degree of technical
and administrative knowledge ‘it is absolutely essential
that the Engineer who is responsible for the performance
of the eontract should give it only to those persons who
satisfy him that they possess the necessary finanecial
stability and technical knowledge and that they are fully
capable of earrying out the work. In unskilled and semi-
skilled work, however, in which the local man can easily
compete 1 am informed that preference is always given
to him in respeet of sueh contracts provided that he
tenders at a satisfactory rate. This is a policy which
commends itself to me and it is my desire that it should
always be borne in mind, I observe that you ask for
the establishment of a technieal IIigh School to enable
your young men to earn a livelihood in industrial
avoeations. This is a laudable ambition on your part
and one deserving of every encouragement. I will ask
Mr. Cater to bear this request in mind and eonsider ways
and means of bringing it to fulfilment.

Liet me thank you once again for the warmth of your
weleome.  If I have not heen able to reply to your requests
in a manner which fully satisfies your aspirations let me
assure you that it is not for any lack of sympathy and
good-will but simply beeause T should bhe failing in my
dnty if T did not point out the practical difficulties which
lie in the way of immediate realisation of your hopes.
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Before [ conclude, however, I must add that it was
a matter of particular gratification to me to listen to the
most appreciative remarks you made with regard to the
Services which are being rendered to the people of
Baluchistan by my Agent, Mr, Cater, and I am indeed
happy to think that you and he have established such
feclings of mutual trust and good-will as angur well for'
the future development of your Provinee. 1 can assure
you that 1 shall not miss the opportunity, afforded by my
visit, of personal diseussions with Mr. Cater of the many
problems which confront you, and, knowing as I do,
that he shares your complete confidence, I shall give
every sympathy to suech representations as he may make
ta me on your behalf. I beg you not to be discouraged
by the diffienlties you have placed before me and if you
yourselves will play your part, you may rely upon the
assistanee and  support of  (overnment in conquering
them. The future lies mainly in vour own hands. If
you will persevere in your defermination to acquire the
knowledge and edueation which are essential to success
in a world which is daily beecominz more complex and
more competitive, in which the strugele for livelihood is
bhecoming ever more acute, I feel sure that before long a
new era of hope and prosperity will dawn for the in-
habitants of Baluchistan.

ADDRESS OF WELCOME FROM THE MUNICIPAL
COMMITTEE OF QURTTA.,

His Excelleney the Vieeroy reecived an Address of Welcome 26th ;‘P"l
from the Municipal Committee of Quetta to whieh he replied in
the following terms :—

Gentlemen,—You bhave expressed your gratitude to
me for visiting vour Province, but T think the thanks
are rather due from ws to you for your kindness in
meeting us with sueh warm words of welecome ; both Lady
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Willingdon and 1 are most grateful for the cordial
greeting you have extended. The arduous duties that
have been pressing upon me continuously sinee [ came
back to India have left little opportunity for planning
such a pleasant visit as this, and [ can assure you we have
been looking forward to it with great pleasure.

1 have listened to the account of your activitics with
much interest, and I am delighted to hear of the har-
monious relations existing between the different com-
munities in Juetta town and of the spirit of co-operation
in which they are working together in the public interest.
This absence of communal feeling and individual pre-
dilections is, I am surve, the essence of the success that
has attended the work of your Committee. Your duties
of administration have heen complicated by the rapid
growth of your charge in recent years and contem-
poraneously you have had to contend with the inevitable
result of the world-wide economic depression which must
have rendered your task all the more intricate. In
developing your rvesources to  meet the demands of an
increasing population and of a higher standard of public
service, T am convinced you could not have adopted a
wiser policy than that outlined in your address, namely,
a careful overhaul of Municipal machinery against the
return of better times and prudent advance such as will
not outstrip the financial resources available. Munmicipal
administration is often considered a thankless task, but
T hope this is not the case here for vour efforts certainly
merit the gratitude of the citizens of Quetta who have
benefited hy the numerous schemes vou have earried
through for their well-heing.

Towards the end of vour address you have mentioned
the pride which vou rightly take in the eourageous con-
duet displaved by the pnblic of Quetta during the
disastrous earthquake that struek Baluchistan abont six
months ago. The ahsence of ranie and disorder at such
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a trying time is proof of the splendid spirit of your people
and is worthy of the highest traditions of your Provinece.
I wish to congratulate all concerned on their remarkable
tenacity and rvesource in restoring normal conditions so
rapidly.

Gentlemen, in conelusion I must thank you for your
sincere assarance of unswerving loyalty to Iis Majesty
the King-Emperor, which T shall not fail to transmit.
And let me thank you again, on behalf of Lady Wiilingdon
as well as myself, most heartily for the warm reception
you have given us. We leave you confident that sueceess
will continue to attend &all your labours, for you have
manifested those qualitics which (it a people to take part
in the general administration of the country and herein
lies a happy angury for the future prosperity not only of
Quetta but of the whole of Baluchistan.

OPENING OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Hi~ Excelleney the Viceroy drove in State and delivered gy, Septem-
the following Address at the opening of the Auiumn Session ber 1932
of the legislative Assembly on the 5th Septembar 1932 :—

Gentlemen —It is my privilege to extend ouce again
a welecome to Hon’ble Members who are about to enter
uponn  the labours of another Simla session, Many
questions of importance will c¢ome before you and I trust
that the results of vour deliberations may prosper the
best interests of Tndia and the Fmpire.

I think T ean truly say that since I arrived in this
country some eighteen months ago to take over my
important  duties  and  responsibilities, we have passed
through a period of almost unexampled difficulty both
from an economic and administrative point of view, but
at the same time, in eclose co-operation with Ilis Majesty’s
(Government, we have heen constantly working and
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moving steadily forward towards the goal of Responsible
Government,

Today it is my duty, as Head of the Government of
India, to give Hon’ble Members an account of our
stewardship during the past few months, and also sore
words of cautious encouragement and hope with regard
to the outlook for the future.

Relations with Foreign States situated on the frontiers
of India continue to be of a cordial character, and I am
rrlad to be able to inform wou that the situation on the
North-West.  Frontier has also caused my Government
very little anxiety.

As I mentioned on the last occasion, upon which 1
addressed you, the TImperial Couneil of Agricultural
Regearch has been steadily pursuing its useful work in
matters agrieultural. No doubt, its activities have been
affected to some extent by the prevalent financial
stringency whieh reluctantly compelled the Government
to suspend, for the year 1932-33, its annual grant of
rupees five lakhs to the Counecil for research work, I
would, however, like to assure ITon’ble Members that this
purely temporary suspension of the grant does not in
any wav mean that the Government of India have changed
their previous opinion in regard to the importance of
agrienltural research in this country. We are fully alive
to the overwhelming Importance of agrieulture to this
countrv in general and to the fact that the need for a
central institution to eo-ordinate and direet research
remains as great as ever. We hope that it will be possible
before long to restore the grant in question,

Tt is gratifying indeed to note that Tndian States
are one by one coming forward to become econstituent
members of the Imperial Council. The notable example
of His Exalted Highness the Nizam of Hyderabad was
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followed by the Government of His Highness the Maharaja
of Mysore in 1931, and only rccently the Government of
India have agreed to the proposal of the Government of
Iis Highness the Gackwar of Baroda to join the Couneil.

Hon’ble Members will remember that, as a result of
the reeommendations of the Sugar Committee of the
Imperial Couneil of Agrieultural Research and of the
Tariff Board’s enquiry that followed, the Sugar Industry
Protection Aet was passed in April last ; the impetus
whieh this protection has given to the industry may be
gauged from the fact that about 24 sugar factories have
been or are about to be-set up in- Northern India in the
current year and more are expeeted: to follow. There is
considerahle scope for the expansion and development of
the sugar industry in this country both on the agricultural
and the manufaeturing side. My Government fully realise
the value of research in this conneetion, and it is their
declared intention to assist this development by provision
of funds to the Imperial Council for sugar rescarch.

ITon’ble Members will —recollect that in September
last and again in February of this year I refcrred to the
adverse eeconomic conditions < which affliet the Indian
agriculturist, Since then there has been some improve-
ment in the situation, but the position is still abnormal.
Agricultural  priees continue low, and such increase as
has oceurred leaves the level much lower than that to
which the agriculturist has been aceustomed in recent
years. Thers iy dearth of money and slackness of trade.
Only a world revival can give the requisite stimulus to a
substantial improvement in this country. Meanwhile,
Local (fovernments are making strenuous efforts to provide
such relief ag lies in their power. They have had full
resort, wherever necessary, to suspension and remission of
land revenme and to reduetion of rent ; they have made
liberal advances of agrieultural loans. Some of them are
also contemplating or exploring the possibilities of
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adopting speeial measures. The Government of the
United Provinces, for example, have recently set up an
Agricultural Debt Committee. The Government of the
Central Provinees propose shortly to introduee in the
local Legislative Council a Bill to set up Conciliation
Boards for redneing the burden of agricultural debts in
that Province. T earnestly trust that the measures taken
or planned will afford the agrienlturist the needed relief
in these difficult times.

The prospeets of the present harvest are generally,
I am glad to say, good; the monsoon is up to the present
favourable and, except in a few parts of the country, the
condition of the erops is satisfactory. There is also some
evidenee that a revival of prices has begun.

During the last Delhi session my Government
introduecd in the Legislative Assembly three Bills relating
to the Ilaj which are hased on the reeommendations of
the IIaj) Enquiry Committec. The first of the Bills
provides for the amendwment of the Indian  Merchant
Shipping Aef, 1923, with a view to improving eonditions
on  hoard the ships engared ifu the pilgrim traffie,
safeguarding the health of pilgrims and minimising the
risk of their hecoming destitute in the Iledjaz ; the second
aims at the establishment of Tlaj Committees at the
prineipal pilgrim ports to assist pilgrims proceeding to
or returning from the Hedjaz ; and the third is designed
to regulate the activities of professional pilgrim guides
m British Tedia and to proteet pilgrims from fraud and
exploitation.  The DBills came before Seleet Committees
in May and June. The Seleet Committee’s Report on
the second Bill will, T hope, be presented to the House this
session,  The other DBills evoked some publie eriticisms
which have necessitated further enquiry. Umntil those
investigations are complete and the Seleet Committees
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have reported, the Bills wust, for the present, remain in
suspense,

Hon’tle Members will remember that, when we last
met, there were already signs that India’s credit was
improving, I am glad to wsay that since then the
improvement has been much wore marked. Sinee April
we have floated three loans—one in sterling and two in
rupees—of the total amount of 38 crores, the last of
which, as you are aware, was over-subseribed in about
four hours, though it gave a return of only 5} per cent.
as compared with 6 per cent. for the loan issued about
this time last year. Wc have also been able to reduce
our floating debt in the form of Treasury Bills from 843
crores at the end of August 1931 to 24} croves at the
end of this August and to veduee the price we pay for
our acconmodation from about 71 per cent. to about 33}
per cent. The rise in the price of our sterling securities
has been cven more remarkable.  Our 34 per cent. India
Stock, which is our standard loan, has appreciated by
practically 50 per cent. in the last twelve months. This
improvement in our ecredit is, of course, largely due to
the measures taken by ‘the National Government in
England, enlminating in the largest and wmost successful
financial operation of all time—the conversion of two
thowsand millicn pounds of War Loan from a 5 per cent.
to a 31 per cent. basis. That naturally had the eoffeet of
reducing the price of money here ; but it would have
been unavailing  but for the inereased confidence of
investors—hoth in England and in Tndia—in the future
of this eountry, a confidenee which I fully share.

I wish I could give you as cheerful an account of
our immediate financial position. But here we cannot
expect any remarkable improvement until world prices
improve ; and, though there have been encouraging signs
in the past few weeks of a rise in the price of our more
important staples, such as cotton, jute and wheat, it is
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too early to say that the tide has turned. It is, of course,
mucl: too early to prophesy how the budget will turn out,
but it is clear that we cannot eontemplate any relaxation
of that stern policy of rigorous economy in publie
expenditure  which my Government outlined twelve
months ago.

The finaneial position of our railways continues to
causc concern. We had not been over-optimistic in our
estimates, as we had allowed for no additional traffic as
compared with last year, though we cxpected a crore more
in receipts owing to the inereased rates and fares that
were introduced at wvarious times during 1931-32. But
the receipts of the first quarter of the current finaneial
year cast some serious doubt upon even these moderate
hopes being realiged. = We were over a crore, or 5 per
cent. down in the first quarter, as compared with last year
which was itself a disastrous year, and though the
expenditure has been reduced by ncarly three guarters
of a crore, our net receipts are still nearly half a crore
worse than last year. In this, of course, we are only
gharing, if that is any consolation, in the misfortunes
common to railways all over the world. In the first half
of the calendar year, for instance, the four important
British railways show a decreagse of over 61 million
pounds, or nearly 9 per cent. of the caruings last year.
Against the decrease of over a crore in our gross receipts
we have to set a reduction of working expenses mainly
due to the cut in pay, hut our net {raffic receipts are still
about 40 lakhs worse than during last year.

In spite of the most drastic economies last year and
further economies this year, the morale and efficiency of
the armed forees remain at a very high standard ; and
they continue in a state of readiness to meet every call
upon them. Unfortunately such ealls have not been
lacking—mnot only on the Frontier, but also at places
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nearer home. The deplorable disturbances in Bombay
are a case in point : and, as ITon’ble Members know, my
Government have recently decided, in consultation with
the Government of Bengal, to send a ecomparatively large
force to that Presidency, in the endeavour to put heart
into the servants of Government in the very anxious times
through whicl they are passing ; to encourage the loyal
elements in the population ; and to demonstrate
unmistakably to others the material powers of the
fovernment, 1 am confident that the steps taken will
be welcomed by all right-minded persons ; but the point
that T now particalarly wish to make is that measures of
this kind cost considerable sums of money ; and although
I am aware of the continuing demmands for the reduction
of expenditure on the Army, there is clearly a limit below
which sueh reductions cannot safely be made. As matters
stand, that limit is rapidly appreaching, if it has not
already been reached. 1 think it is well that we should
remember that within the eomparatively short period of
twelve years the Army budget has been reduced by about
seventeen crores of rupees.

It is with great satisfaction that I am able to announce
that the Government of India are on the eve of opening
their own Military Academy for the training of officers
for Army service. The first examination attracted a large
number of eandidates ; and T trust that full advantage
will be taken of the faecilities now provided to build up
a cadre of officers for the future Army in India who will
\\'of'thily carry on the traditions of the past.

The first batch of Indian cadets have also been
commissioned in the Indian Air Foree and thus another
important. beginning has been made.

Let me now turn for a few moments to inter-imperial
relations. ‘
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An event of great importance to which { must allude
is the signature at Ottawa Jast month of a tariff agreement
between India and Great Britain. The circumstaneces in
which my Government decided to accept the invitation of
1is Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom are,
[ have no doubt, fresh in our minds. In the entirely new
¢ircumstances ereated by the departure of His Majesty’s
Government from their old poliey of universal free trade
and by the substitution for it of a tariff coupled with the
grant of preference to eountries within the Fmpire, my
Governmeut were invited to send a Delegation -to the
Imperial Conference; primarily to consider and discuss
with representatives of the United Kingdom the question
whether it would be in the best inferests of hoth countries
to enter into a tariff agreement ivvolving the reciprocal
grant of preferences to ecach other’s produets. To such
an invitation there could surely be only one reply, and
in accepting it we made it clear, as you are aware, that
no changes in our tariff would be made in pursuance of
any agreement that miglit he reached at Ottawa unless
the Legislature were salisfied thaf such measures were in
the interests of India. Tn the deliberations and discussions
which took place, first in London and subsequently at
Ottawa, the Indian Delegation to the Conference were
given by my Government the freest possible hand, and
the agreement recently coneluded by Sir Atul Chatterjee
and his colleagues embodies only such measures as they,
with the fullest possible knowledge of the faets, are
confidently able to recommend for aceeptance as likely
to conduce to the best interests of this conntry. Into the
details of the agreement it would be out of place for me
to enter. ITon’ble Members will have observed that, as
regards preferences to be given by India to the United
Kingdom, the terms of the agreement recently announced
state only the measure of such preference and leave open
for decision the manner in which the various duties are
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to be adjusted. It will be the duty of my Government
to place before you specific proposals regarding the manner
in which effect may, in our judgment, best be given to
the agreement and the earliest suitable opportunity will
be taken to invite your aceeptance of those proposals. 1
need hardly remind Hon’ble Members that they will have
the benetit, during their deliberations, of the presence
of two members of the Delegation itself. There is,
however, one feature of the agreement to which I ‘wish
to direct very special attention. We felt that, on the
eve of great constitutional changes, it would not be right
to ask you to aceept an dgrecment which would bind
India for a long period ahead, and it is primarily with
this consideration in view thai the agreement is 80
expressed as to be terminable at six months’ notice by
either party to it.

I am sure Ilon’ble Members would wish to join me
in an expression of very -~ cordial thanks to Sir Atul
Chatterjee and all his colleagues for the adwmirable
manner in whieh they carried through their negotiations
and fulfilled their very responsible tasks.

I turn now to the political situation and the matter
that 1 must refer to first must be the eivil disobedience
movement. It is  well to remind ourselves how this
movement came into beifg, for political memories are
short, and the public mind tends naturally to concentrate
on events as they pass before it day by day rather than
to refleet on the causes that have set them in motion. It
is, therefore, worth while to reeall that at a time when
Mr. Gandhi with the other representatives of India was
sitting in Conference with representatives of the British
Parliament, engaged in a joint endeavour to find the
greatest measure of agreement as a basis for the new
constitution, some of his professed followers in India
were actively engaged in organising intensive and
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dangerous movements directed against the stability of
Government. In two Provinees these preparations had
been carried to a point al which orderly government was
seriously menaced. In the United Provinces a movement
had been launched against the payment of rent and land
revenue at a time when the rural population were feeling
acutely the strain of unpreeedented economie conditions.
The consequences of allowing such a movement to spread,
a movement which would have undermined the economie
foundations of society and respeet for law among a vast
agricultural population, wounld have been incaleulable.
In the North-West Krontier Province an agitation, frankly
revolutionary and even more dangerous to the security of
the whole of India, had bheen developed, by means of a
large body of volunteers organised in serni-military
fashion, to a point at which further tfoleration was
impossible.

The action which my Government was eventually
forced to take in order lo counter these two aggressive
and dangerous movements was met by the Congress by a
renewal of ecivil disobedience throughout the country.
When T last addressed Hon’ble Members on the 25th of
January, these events were fresh in our memories and
the onteome of them was still wuncertain, but I said at
that time that there could beé mo compromise in this
matter, and that 1 and my Government were determined
to use to the full the resources of the State in fighting
and defeating a movement which would otherwise remain
a perpetual menace to orderly government and individual
liberty, and T added that there could be no relaxation of
the measures in foree against civil disobedience so long
as the cireumstances exist which make them necessary.
That has heen our policy during the last eight months,
and T wish to make it perfectly clear that it is and will
continue to be our policy.
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1t is a policy that has met with a remarkable degree
of success, The no-rent campaign in the United Provinees
has died away and the red-shirt wovement in the North-
West Irontier Provinee was rapidly brought under
control. Over the greater part of India the mass of the
population is no longer coneerned with civil disubedience,
and so far us they reflect on the matter at all, there is
a feeling of relief that measures have been taken which
have restored a sense of security and peace. During the
first two months of the movement the number of convietions
was large, amounting to over 32,000. Sinee then the
convictions have been steadily decreasing, and many have
been released either -on completion of their sentences or
on giving assurances for their future behaviour. The
number of those in jail iy diminishing with some rapidity.
The largest number in jail at any one time was at the
end of April when it amounted to ncarly 382,500. The
uumber at the end of dJuly stood at about 24,000, and
this represented a reduection during that month of some
5,000,

I do mot wish to suggest for a moment that the eivil
disobedience movement “is finished or that it does not still
remain a very definite menace, against which we cannot
afford to relax our precautions. The Congress is an
extensive organisation which commands, cven outside its
own ranks, a certain degree of sympathy among many of the
educated classes. It is still pledged to the policy of
civil disobedience, and is doing what it ean to maintain
the struggle. Tt would be rash to prophesy how long it
will be before the Congress leaders realise, or at any rate
bring themselves to acknowledge openly, that they have
failed. But to us it is, hy this time, abundantly clear
that the movement cannot succeed so long as Government
maintaing its existing policy.

This brings me to a consideration of the measures it
has been necessary to take to secure these results.. As
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soon as the Congress declared its intention to renew eivil
disobedience, 1 deemed it essential, in full agreement with
my Government, to take certain wide powers by means
of a series of Ordinances. These Ordinances expired
after six months and as the period for their expiry
approached, it became evident that we were in no position
to discard the weapons with which civil disobedience was
being fought. Accordingly, at the end of June, I issued
a hew consolidated Ordinance. At the same time, special
care was taken that these powers should not be extended
to areas in which the conditions did not essentially
demand them. The consolidated- Ordinance will expire
at the end of the year. My Government have been
considering, with great care, what action will be necessary
on the expiry of the Ordinance. We have decided that
the general law should be strengthened by the inclusion
of a considerable number of the provisions of the
Ordinance. We regard this measure as essential, not
only for the purpose of ‘bringing to an end the present
civil disobedience movement, but ag an insurance against
the revival of any similar aectivities in the future. In
addition to the proposals which my Government will lay
before you for a strengthening of the general law by
Central legislation, it will be necessary for the Governments
of those Provinees in whiech the ecivil disobedience
movement has proved a special menace, to introduce
Provinecial legislation, which will reproduce other
provisions of the Ordinance which local conditions appear
to demand. We should be failing in our duty if we did
not ensure, to the best of our ability, that this movement
is brought to an end and that there should be no chance
of reviving it.

Tt is no satisfaction to my Government to be forced
to propose these measures for the strengthening of the
law, but we are faced with ideas and methods to which
we must offer the most resolute opposition. The leaders
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of the Congress believe in what is generally known as
direct action, which is an example of the application of
the philosophy of force to the problems of polities. It
is the antithesis of what we understand by constitutional
self-government, which is the policy His Majesty's
Government is endeavouring to pursue in regard to India.
The fundamental idea of His Majesty’s Government, as
explained by the Prime Minister at the end of the Round
Table Conference, is that to the greatest degree possilile
responsibility should be placed on the Legislatures, in
other words that government should be based on argument
and reason and on the wishes of the people as constitu-
tionally expressed. I do mot think T do the Congress
an injustice when [ say that their policy and their
methods are directed to securing their objeets mot hy
persuasion but by coercion. The Government on the one
hand. the mass of the people on the other, are to he foreed
and intimidated into doing what the Congress consider
is right. The fact that the foree applied is as a rule not
physical force, in no way alters the essential characteristic
of the attitude which at the present moment inspires the
Congress policy. 'Their atm js to impose their will on
those who do not agree with them. The events in Bombay
Clity have provided the most siriking example of these
dims and these methods, and have resulted in an
interference with the course of trade and the liberty of
ndividuals to manage their own affairs and pursue tleir
normal business, which is proving disastrons to the
prosperity of the eommunity, and which Government are
bound to do all in their power to resist.

Another and more sinister manifestation of this
philosophy of foree confronts us in Bengal. Here too, we
find those who are determined to impose their will on the
community, but the method they have adopted is that of
physical terrorism hy means of assassination and other
crimes of violence. The catalogue of these outrages grows
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steadily longer. I need hardly remind you of the recent
murders of three devoted public servants, Mr. Douglas,
the Distriet Magistrate of Midnapur, Mr. K. P. Sen,
Special Magistrate, Dacea, and Mr. Ellison, Additional
Superintendent of Police of Dacea, and the determmined
attempts, providentially unsucecessful, on the lives of Sir
Alfred Watson, the TEditor of the Stafesman, and
Mr. Grassby, Superintendent of Police, Dacca. Apart
from these and other outrages of a similar kind, a large
number of dacoities are taking place, some of them
accompanied by murder, which are carried out in pursuance
of this movement. The movement is at present directed
primarily against the officers of Government and those
who support it. DBut if it were fo succeed, those who
achieved power by this means would exercise it ruthlessly
against all who opposed them. There would be an end
to all aspirations for an orderly system of self-government.
The leaders of the terrorists would be in a position to
establish a tyranny supported by methods utterly
repugnant to civilised feeling, and it is a commonplace
of experience that methods often persist long after the
objeets they were primarily designed to secure have been
lost sight of. I would, therefore, urge all law-abiding
eitizens most strongly not to let any feeling of sentimental
sympathy with mistaken ideas of patriotism blind them
to the terrible dangers that this movement holds for
them all and for the future of theip conntry. The Gov-
ernment is determined to use all its efforts to countor
this movement, and in this they can reasonably ask for
the active support of all those whe have their ecountry’s
interests at heart. The Bengal Government ave at the
present time asking their Tecislature for special powers
to deal with the movement, and it will be necessary for
my Government to lay hefore you shortly a comple-
mentary Bill which will be necessitated by the passage
of the local legislation.
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Let me take this opportunity to review the progress
of constitutional work since I addressed Hon’ble Mem-
bers last January.

The second Round Table Conference left certain
problems for speecific investigation : the franchise,
federal finance, and certain claims of the States, His
Majesty’s Government cntrusted these investigations to
three Committees : the IFranchise Committee of which
the Marquis of Lothian was the Chairman ; the Federal
Finance Committee presided. over by T.ord Eustace
Percy ; and the States Enquiry Committee presided over
by the Right Hon’ble J. C. €. Davidson. The field of
their enquiries was wide. The problems referred for
their consideration were complicated and diffieult. All
three Committees set about their several tasks with an
earnestness of purpose which compelled our admiration.
The Report of the Federal Finance Committee was pueb-
lished in May and of the Franchise Committee in June.
The Committee over which Mr. Davidson presided visit-
ed a large number of States involving extensive travel
and had in addition to deal with a great mass of his-
torical and statistical material. In congequence ifs
Report was published only in July after the Committee’s
return to England.

I do not propose to deal with the contents of these
documents with which wvou are no doubt yourself
familiar. The problems discussed are of the greatest
importance in the task of building up the all-Tndia
Federation which it is our object to attain. I am aware
that many of the issnes raised are in a high degree
controversial. But we can all agree that the recom-
mendations of these three Committecs are a covfribution
of the ntmost valne. They have helped us to understand
the breadth and depth of some of the difficult issues
which eonfront us, and they have indicated the direc-
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tions in which solutions may be found. T feel confident
that 1 am truly expressing opinion widely felt through-
out the ecountry when I say that we are under a great
debt of gratitude to those who at considerable sacrifies
of their personal convenience served on these Committees,
and have given us of their best in the three wvaluable
Reports T have mentioned.

While  these Jommittees were pursuing their
enquiries, no time was lost on the official side with the
preparatory arrangements to bring the North-West
Frontier to the level of & Governor’s Provinee. T went
to Peshawar myself last: April in. order to inaugurate
the new Legislative Council and to deliver to the people
of the Frontier the gracious message addressed to them
by His Majesty the King-Emperor on entering upon their
new status. In my long experience of official life T can
recall few oceasions which have given me greater plea-
gsure than that historie day when I assisted in the fulfil-
ment of the most cherished wish of the Frontier people
that their Provinee should stand on an equality with
other Provinces. I eclaim that the advance made has
been justified by the results, and T draw therefrom a
moral that is not confined to the Frontier alone. In
place of dissatisfaction we have contentment, and the
course is set fair for orderly and harmonious progress.
We watched with interest the proeeedings of the first
session of the new Legislative Couneil marked as they
were by dignity and good sense. T take this opportunity
to assure the people of the Frontier today of my per-
sonal faith that they will not fail when at the next stage
of reforms now rapidly approaching they ave asked to
take still greater responsibilities upon their shoulders.

But T have not yet come to an end of the manv
other constitutional activities of the last few months.
At the end of May there was published the Report of
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the Orissu Committee which investigated the implications
of setting up a separate Orissa Province. In June we
received the Chairman’s Report of the Sind Conference
convened for the purpose of trying to overcome the
financial difficulties disclosed by the expert enquiry made
last year.

This autumn a general election will be held in Burma
at which the question whether that Provinece should he
separated will be referred to the Burmese electorate.
In the meantime wec have been further exsmining
the financial aspects of separation with a view to stating
the case for reference to a tribunal commanding general
confidence in India and in Burma. Before this reference
is made, my Government propose to place papers before
you and obtain your advice.

My own Committee, the Consultative Committee
over which I personally presided, was able to get through
a considerable amount of valuable work in Delli, but we
found our discussions of the major issues continually im-
peded by the communal diffieulty, and I would say with
all sincerity that it was a great disappointment to me per-
sonally that a Committee, from which so much was hoped,
was unfortunately hampered by cireumstances outside its
immediate control.

Within the last month, Hig Majesty’s Government
have announced their decision regarding the representas
tion of the various communities in the Provincial Legis-
latures under the new constitution. It was with oreat
reluctance that they consented to make these decisions,
for thev have repeatedly expressed their conviction that
the only really satisfactory settlement of this problem
would be one devised and accepted by the communities
themselves. But when the communitics had complotelw
failed to arrive at any agreement, and the whole plan
for a new constitntion in India was in danger of being
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brought to a stop by the failure to reach conclusions,
His Majesty’s Government consented to give their
Award. That Award has been given with a sincere de-
sire to hold the scales equal between the various commu-
nities. It is natural that the communities, whose re-
fusal to abate their own demands had vresulted in a
deadlock, should not be fnlly satisfied regarding the Award
of Ilis Majesty’s Government. But I would ask Hon’ble
Members to remember that there are only three possible
courses to follow in this matter. The first is to accept
the Award of His Majesty’s Government, and on that
basis to continue as rapidly as possible with the work of
framing the new congiitution. The second is, even at
this late hour, to devise g settlement other than that
framed by Ilis Majesty’s Government, to which the
various eommunities “concerned will give their willing
assent. The third is to abandon ail hope of eonstitutional
advance. This third course is inconsistent with the as-
pirations and demands of many years, and the practical
choice, therefore, must lie between the first and the
second.

It is natural that when a decision is given on a
question which has been the subject of such acute con-
troversy among the various communities for so long a
period, discussion will proceed on the assumption that
each community will form in each provincial legis-
lature a self-confained and homogencous unit pur-
suing its interests in opposition to every other com-
munity. To my mind this is a profound misconception
of the developments to which we may look forward under
a system of self-govermment. A Government has to deal
with the practical problems of the advancement and
prosperity of its people. The people are not in their
ordinary lives divided in exelusive communal compart-
ments. They have the most varied relations with each
other, and these relations develop a series of interests
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and objects which ave bound to cut across the purely
communal outlook, 1 would, therefore, suggest to those
who ave looking at self-government in India as a problem
of the Raj of one community or of another to reflect that
in practice this is not a natural development, and I would
urge them rather to contemplate as a more probable
pieture of the future a grouping of parties on the basis
of economic or other non-communal interests.

The eompletion of the specific enquiries I have men-
tioned and the announcement of the Communal Award
brought us to the conclusion of a definite stage and
interest passed to the next steps to be taken in the task
of ecompleting the scheme of constitutional reform. But
before I take up the debated guestion of future procedure,
let me first attempt very briefly to sum up the gencral
constitutional position now reached. The second Round
Table Confercnee gave us in broad outline the frame-
work of the future Federation, and T would remind
Hon’ble Members that on the conelusion of the Conference
the White Paper of His Majesty’s Government, comprising
the scheme evolved in the Confercnce discussions, was
placed before Parliament and received its approval. Do
not let ns lose sight of the importance attaching to the
approval then given. 'What in effect did it mean ? The
poliey of ITis Majesty’s Government expressed in the
Prime Minister’s speeeh at the eonclusion of the first
Round Table onference was the poliey of the Labour
Government then in power. The contribution of the
seeond Round Table Conference was that the same policy
was first accepted by the National Government and then
approved by Parliament. Once that step was taken, the
introduetion of eonstitutional reform in India on the
hasis of an all-Tndia Federation, eoupled with the widest
practicabls measure of Responsihle Government at the
Centre and in the Provinces, could no longer be deseribed
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even by its crities as a party decision. It is now the
approved policy of the British Government, of the British
Parliament, and of the British people.

In thinking over the problems of the new constitution
I have found it a help to divide them into three well-
defined groups—those problems which impinge primarily
on the relations between the two countries, Great Britain
and India. In this group there come such matters as
reservations and safeguards. Secondly, those problems
affecting the relations of British India and the Indian
States. In this group I put the federal issues, for
instance, the composition of the Federal Liegislature, the
proportion of seats to be assigned to the States, and last,
but not least, federal finance. My third group relates to
the relations between the Centre and the Provinces in
British India. During these spmmer months my Govern-
ment, with the encouragenent and support of the Secre-
tary of State, have been actively engaged in taking stock
of the position nunder cach of these three large groups of
issues, serutinising with care the problems arising from
this or that difficult complication, seeking and snggesting
solutions for further consideration by the Tord
Chanecellor’s Committes, which, in Lord Sankey’s per-
gonal charge, has been engaged on similar work at home.
In the course of this work we have probed deeply into
guestions of which past discussions have touched only
the surface. But we have discovered nothing to shake
onr faith in the ideal we pursue. Speaking on behalf of
my colleagues and myself T tell Hon’ ble Members frankly
that the conclusion we have reached is fthat all that is
now required is good-will and mutual confidene: to carry
us to the end of our journcy, so that we may see rising
before us the fruition of our hopes and labours. We
have passed from the early stages when the field was
prepared by the discussion of general principles, We
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have reached the time when practical decisions must be
taken. Need I say that this iy the stage when the ready
help of all who wish well of our work is most to be
desired ?

Hon’ble Members may remember the diseussions in
the second Round Table Conferenee on the subjeet of
what was described as reform by instalments, and the
strength of feeling aroused in some quarters against any
suggestion that a start should be made first with the
Provinces. But at the same time there have been some,
ineluding in their number many whose opinion merits
respeet, who have ‘argued that Federation must take
time and that Provinetal Aulonomy should be the
stepping-stone to the larger scheme. After the fullest
consultation with my Government, the Secretary of State
announced on the 27th June that His Majesty’s Govern-
ment have decided to proceed by way of a single Bill
covering both the Federal Centre and the Provinces. I
feel sure that this decision, in which my Government
whole-heartedly concurred, has been in accord with the
great mass of political opinion in this country.,

In this statement the Seecretary of State further
announced the intention of His Majesty’s Government,

after they had formulated their specific recommendations
for Indian constitutional reform, to set up a Joint Select

Committee of Paorliament to examine these proposals in
consultation with Indian representatives. Ile wsaid that
His Majesty’s Government hoped in the interest of speed
that no further formal discussions would be necessary in
London before these proposals were formulated, but that
they were prepared to arrange for such discussions if
deliberations in India of the Consultative Committee proved
less conclusive than was hoped. Sinee this announce-
ment was made, it has become clear that it is not possgible
to look to the Consultative Committee for the contribution
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anticipated from it, and in consequenece, in order to place
His Majesty s Government in possession of material they
will require for framing of their proposals, 1 am autho-
rised to inform Hon’ble Members that is Majesty’s
Government have decided that it will be necessary to
hold further discussions in Loundon,—the possibility of
which was indicated in the Secretary of State’s statement,
His Majesty’s Government propose therefore to invite a
small body of representatives of the States and British
India to meet them in London about the middle of
November. They intend by this means to make an earn-
ost attempt to reach an agreement consistent with the
declared policy of His Majesty’s Government upon the
important questions  that still remain to be decided.
Whilst the status of the Indian representatives will be
the same as that of the delegates at the sessions of the
Round Table Conference, the character of the discussion
and the stage that has now been reached necessitate a
less formal and more expeditious proecedure than that
adopted during the lagt two years. This result they are
eonvineced will be best achieved by avoiding any publie
session and by working upon . a fixed agenda. The
object of the discussions will be to arrive at an agree-
ment upon as large a number of points as posgible. As
already indicated by the Secretary of State in the House
of Commons, the Government will subsequently present
for the consideration of the Joint Select Committee and
of Parliament its specific recommendations, including
the points which have been agreed to, and will of eourse
support them.

Let me, before T conclude, say a word or two 1o
Hon’ble Members of a rather more personal charaeter,
to express at this critical juncture in the life of India the
inmost feelings of one who has spent many happy years
in this country and who can claim that he has honestly
striven during those years for her progress and advanee,
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Fate, or 1 would rather say Providence, ordained
that our two races should for long years be associated
together in India, and while we have had our differences
and disagresments, while we have all made our mistakes,
I think if we look fairly at the past, it may truly be
said that our association has brought peaceful conditions
and freedom of action to all law-abiding citizens, has
helped forward the development of the country and has
improved the conditicns of the people, There is still
an immense amount of work to be done. And now we
are arriving at one of the most critical moments in the
history of India when we British will be soon handing over
very largely the responsibility of the administration of
the country to Indian control. :

When 1 first landed on the shores of Bombay nearly
20 years ago to undertake the duties of Governor of that
Presidency, in the first speech 'that I made after my
arrival there, 1 appealed for the co-operation of all its
citizens to help me in my work. Xighteen months ago
when I arrived to take over the duties of Vieeroy of
India I made the same appeal tao all the citizens of India.
Today T again make the same appeal with all the earnest-
ness at my ecommand, for it is surely evident to every
thinking man that the success of the Constitutional Re-
forms cannot be assured merely by the actions of His
Majesty's Government or the Government of India. Real
suecess can only be achieved as a result of the willing
help and co-operation of the Princes and the people of
India as a whole.

Let us therefore put aside all personal distrust and
suspicion ; let us believe in each other’s sincerity of
purpose ; let us get rid of, as far and as quickly as possible,
the bitterness of our communal differcnces. Let us work
together in the closest co-operation for the united pur-
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pose of securing a national spirit in India, for it is then
and not till then that India will take her rightful posi-
tion among the nations of the world.

It is with these words of hope that I commend
Hon’ble Members to their labours and trust that Pro-
vidence may guide them aright in the best interests of
our country and her people,

DEPUTATION OF THE DELHI CITIZENS’ LEAGUE.

23{)‘1 X;I&;';m' His Excellency the .Vieeroy received a deputation of the

T .

° Delhi Citizens’ League at The Viceroy’s House on 23rd Novem-
ber 1932 and replied in the following terms :—

Members of the Delhi  Citizens’ League,—Lady
Willingdon and I warmly appreciate the kind words with
which you have greeted us this morning, and my sense
of gratitude is deepened by the faet that your words
are real words of welcome and do not ask me, as |
have found addresses so often do, to solve problems
which have defeated the best efforts of my predecessors,
or to deal with diffieult questions which are exercising
your minds at the present time. Furthermore, let me
add that I very cordially appreciate your sentiments
of loyalty and devotion to the Throne and Person of
His Majesty the King-Emperor, expressed ag they are
in such spontaneous and unqualified terms.

At a time like the present it is most pleasing and
encouraging to me to know that the prominent ecitizens
of all communities in TIndia’s Capital, the men who
through their varied interests and occupations provide
employment and means of livelihood to our workers,
the men who have a stake in the country, and to whom
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the peace of the country is all important in order to
secure successful results for their enterprise, have appre-
ciated the aims and objects of the Government of India
in their firm determination to preserve law and order
throughout the country. It was, therefore, with the
greatest satisfaction that I listened to your remarks,
Sir. regarding the betterment of the economie situation
in Delhi, which, T believe, apply equally to all other
parts of India, and of the improvement in the political
atmosphere of which, there can, T maintain, be absolute-
ly no doubt whatever.

In this regard, may T say that I feel that the im-
portance of plain speaking cannof, at the present june-
ture, be overestimated. Those who wish their ccuntry
well should come out into the open and not be afraid to
say 50 and range themselves on the side of all those who
are striving to secure constitutional advance and to work
for peace and co-operation.

It is for this reason that I warmly congratulate you
upon the formation of your Leagune, and 1 hope that
your excellent example will ‘he followed in many other
parts of Tndia. T am delighted fo learn of the sucecess
which has attended your efforts so far, and I trust that
you will continue to strive to add to your numbers and
to expand your aetivities in all direetions, for the testi-
mony which you have borne to the inherent loyalty of
the vast majority of Delhi’s citizens encourages me to
hope that, as the aims of your League become hetter
known, more and more members will be enrolled to
‘assist in the work which you have so ably begun. It
must also be remembered that in no sense can your
organisation be ecalled a reactionary one ; on the con-
trary, you are in the forefront of those who are anxious-
1y looking for comstitutional reform, as is evinced by the

120PSV M



162 Speeches by the Earl of Willingdon,

Deputation of the Delhi Cilizens’ League.

remarks in your address with regard to the great
interest with which you are watching the course of the
deliberations now taking place in Liondon at the Round
Table Conference between some of the leading represen-
tatives of Parliament in Great Britain and those of the
Princes and people of India. I share with you the
earnest hope that the outcome of those deliberations will
be successful in every way.

I was glad to hear your charming and most cordial
references in regard to the appointment of your new
Chief Commissioner, Mr. .JJohnson, and express my
complete agreement with your view that we have the
right man in the right place, under whose guidance, to
use your own words, we hope that the progress and well-
being of your provinee will not only be maintained but
redoubled by reason of his thorough personal knowledge
of your needs and. problems. My gratitude is very
specially due to youa, Sir, for your generous and most
graceful references to my wife’s constant interest in all
matters connected with the social life of all classes of
people who live in this city. Having been eclogely
associated with Lady Willingdon both in her public and
private life for a considerable number of years, T wish
to endorse every word you have said with regard to her
manifold activities and to assure you that we are both
anxious to become worthy of our eitizenship of Delhi
both by helping forward your schemes for the improve-
ment of the well-being of your citizens and by getting
to know for ourselves the countless objects of beauty
and history which are here for all to see. The splendour
of the New does not blind ns to the glory of the OId.
Both have their charm and their fascination, and happy
is the lot of those who, like ourselves, are privileged to
live in the Capital of Tndia.



Speeches by the Earl of Willingdon. 163

Banquet at Jaipur.

Let me thank you once again for your cordial
welcome and assure you that your prayers and good
wishes give strength to my hands and courage to my
heart in earrying on the labours and responsibilities of
the great office which it is my privilege to fill.

BANQUET AT JATPUR.

His Highness the Maharaja of Jaipur gave a Banquet in 3rd December
honour of Their Fixcellencies’ visit to his State. In reply to 1932
the toast of his health His Excellency the Vieeroy said :—

Your Highness, Ladies and Gentlemen,—As Your
Highness has said, it is unfortunately too true that the
life of the Viceroy as of most other people nowadays seems
to become ever more strepuous and that it is no longer
possihle as in the more spacious days of a generation back
to spend long nerinds away from Headgnarters of Govern-
ment. At the same time personal and firet-hand acquaint-
anee with as many important persons and places as possible
is as desirable for a Viceroy as for anybody else who is
called by fate to high office’; and a tour in Rajputana
combines the pleasure of secing old and historie States
with the interest of discussing with their Rulers and
Ministers the many problems that snrround us today. It
is therefore for these reasons a very real pleasure to me
to find myself as Your Hichness’ guest at Jaipur, and T
trust that an acquaintance, may T say friendship, so
happily started may be of the greatest value to both of
us during the coming year. There has sometimes been a
tendency to regard many of the States as picturesqne
survivals of a feudal past, to be preserved almost as
Museum exhibite, rather than as living entities that are
ready and willing to play an important part in the new
era that is coming over India. No greater mistake could
be made. The proceedings of the last Conference of
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Princes showed that the three Premier States of Rajputana
were ready with constructive proposals of their own ; and
it has given me great pleasure to be able to arrange for
their joint representation at the next meeting of the Round
Table Conference. At the same fime T welecome Your
Highness’ recognition of the benefits that have ensued
from the existing relations between the Durbar and the
Crown and I have the fullest sympathy with your desire
that these should not be impaired, whatever other changes
may be brought about by the new constitution.

Another idea which dies hard is that the Ruler of an
Indian State lives a life of gilded ease, devoting himself
only to athletic pursnits or to pleasure of various kinds ;
and any pre-eminence on the part of a Ruler in any form
of sport is T regret to say too 0ften used by the ill-disposed
as the bagis of allegations that this is his only interest in
life. May 1 as one who has for many years taken a keen
interest in all kinds of sports and games assert that the
old saw mens sana in corpore sann is none the less true for
being somewhat hackneyed ; and the brief summary which
Your Highness has given of the publie works undertaken
in Jaipur since you received full powers—a list which in
these hard times is encugh to fill most Provinees in British
India with consuming envy—-is sufficient to show that a
long handicap at polo is no har to a real and active
interest in administration. 1 hear, moreover, stories of
readiness to listen patiently to applicants of every walk
in life, whether in your capital or on tour in the distriets,
which show that Your Highness is fullv aware of the
importance of the personal touch, and of treating all
classes and creeds of your subjects alike. While this
continues, T think that Jaipur should have little to fear
from enemies within or without the State.

Furthermore, what Yonur Highness has told me tonight
regarding the New General Hospital is indeed a very
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practical example of the solicitude which Your Highness
shows for the welfare of your people. 1 congratulate you
most warmly upon the exceedingly generous donation
which Your Highness has personally made to the New
Hospital Fund and 1 feel sure that the opportunity which
you have given to your Tazimi Sardars and other leading
citizens of the State to be brought into eclose association
with such a worthy projeet will ke eagerly seized upon
and that the example set by Your Ilighness, by Raja
Baldeo Dag Birla, Bishwambarlal Maheshwarli and Thakur
Narendra Hingh of Jobner will be promptly followed by
liberal dounations from many others.

Your Highness, on behalf of Lady Willingdon and
myself 1 wish to thank you most heartily for the cordial
weleome which you have estended to us. Ladies and
Gentlemen, I ask you to join with me in drinking long
life and prosperity to Lieutenant His Highness Maharaja
Sawai Man Singh Bahadur of Jaipur.

ADDRESS FROM THE AJMER MUNICIPAL COMMITTEE.

In replying to the Address presented by the Ajmer g4p Pecember
Muniecipal Committee on 4th December 1932, His Excellency the 1982
Vieeroy said :—

Mr. Chavrman and Genllemen,—On behalf of Her
Exeellency and myself T thank you warmly for your
cordial weleome. We were looking forward to having
this opportunity of visiting a city which apart from its
historical and religious associations, to which you have
alluded in your address, is surpassed by few cities of
India in beauty of situation.

The inhabitants of Ajmer may justly be proud that
they are citizens of so renowned and beautiful a city, As
they lift up their eyes to the surrounding hills, crowned
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with the monuments of former days, they must continually
be reminded of their city’s glorions past, and when they
gee the crowds of eager pilgrims flocking from far and
near to Ajmer, they must realise with a thrill of pride
that her pre-eminence does not lie only in the past. Her
spell has not lost its poteuey ; still she fascinates the
imagination of millions and draws them to her from the
most distant parts of India.

On you, to whose care the affairs of this great city
are entrusted, a heavy responsibility does, as you say,
rest. Your sucecss or your failure will earn for you
applause or condemnation; not from your fellow-citizens
only, but also from the countless thousands who hold
Ajmer in veneration as a centre of their faith.

I am very glad to hear that something has already
been accomplished in two of the wost important branches
of municipal administration—water-supply and sanitation
—and that you are contemplating further improvements
in these directions. I trust that in spite of the difficulties
with which you are coufronted, you will be able to carry
these urgent schemes to eompletion at no distant date. 1
can only repeat the assurance given to you by Lord
Irwin, when he visited Ajmer in 1930, that my Govern-
ment will view with sympathy any efforts which you
make to develop your resources and to provide the funds
required for your projeets, and will give the most eareful
consideration to your needs. At the same time I would
remind you that you can achieve much by your own efforts
if, uninfluenced by personal considerations, your sole aim
is always to promote the best interests of the public of
Ajmer, whose representatives you are, Only in this way
can you earn their confidence and receive from them the
support, which you will then he entitled to expect, With-
out this support full success eannot he achieved. Muniei-
pal administration is frequently hampered by apathy, or
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even opposition, on the part of the public who are too apt
to adopt the attitude that their own responsibilities cease
when they have elected representatives, and to forget that
4 citizen ecan never divest himself of his eivie obligations.
Criticism is easier than active ¢o-operation and it is
perhaps human nature to resent taxation. But the
administration of a Munieipality can never be efficient
unless the general body of citizens are ready to co-operate
in efforts to improve conditions in their city and are
prepared o provide the funds, without whiech schemes for
improvement cannot be earried out.

In your address you have referred to the impending
constitutional changes ‘in India. I assure you that the
interests and aspirations of Ajmer-Merwara will not be
neglected or overlooked.

In conelusion I thank you very warmly for the good
wishes you have expressed lor the success of my adminis-
tration and for the cordial welecome that you have
extended to Lady Willingdon and myself. We wish
Ajmer a future of increasing prosperity.

ADDRESS TO ISTIMRARDARS OF AJMER.

L]
While at Ajmer Hix Excellency the Vieeroy received the 4th December
Tazimi Tstimrardars, whom he addressed in the following 1032,
terms :—-

Istimrardars of Ajmer,—I1t is a great pleasure to me
to have this opportunity of meeting you in Ajmer today
and I must thank you for the cordial welecome which
vou have given to Her Excellency and myself.

As you have said, the Istimrardars of Ajmer hold a
position which mayv fairly be described as unique, and of
this position and of your past history and traditions you
may well be proud. The Government of India in their
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relations with you have always shown that they value
your loyalty and desire to maintain your dignity and
promote your interests, and you may rest assured that
you will receive the same consideration in the future.
It is impossible to say at present how Ajmer-Merwara
will be affected by the new constitutional changes, but,
whatever scheme may be devised to enable this district
to participate in the reforms, you need have no fear that
the legitimate claims of the Istimrardars, who occupy so
important a place in the distriet, will be overlooked.

I regret to learn that there have recently been signs
of disecontent among the tenants of some of your estates.
One explanation of this is no doubt to be found, as you
have stated, in the prevailing spirit of unrest ; but partly
it is also due to the uneertainty which exists as regards
the respective rights and obligations of Istimrardars and
their tenants, It is essential in the interests of both
that the position should be clarified and you were there-
fore very 'wise to move for the appointment of a Com-
mittee, by whom an impartial enquiry eould be conducted.
The good sense which you have shown in this matter and
your readiness to defray the expenses of the enquiry are
evidence of a desire on your part to progress with the
times and to follow the adviee given to you py Lord Irwin
when he visited Ajmer in 1930. 1 am sure that you will
be equally ready, when the Committee has eompleted its
investigation, to take effective action for the removal of
any genuine grievances or the abolition of any burden-
some and obsolete eustoms which may be brought to light.
Some of you have already taken such action and I am
glad to hear that, when trouble arose in the Bagsuri
estate, the Istimrardar by his coneciliatory attitude and
wise concessions was able to effeet a speedy and satistac-
tory settlement and to restore harmony between his
tenants and himself. The prosperity of an estate depends
on nothing so much as on harmonious relations between
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landlord and tenants. An atmosphere of suspicion and
distrust is fatal to their well-being. Between your
cultivators aud yourselves there have been in the past
traditional bonds of esteem and affection. It i incumbent
on you to avoid any weakening of these bonds in the future
by mistakes engendered by a blind conservatism,

You are to be congratulated on forming an Istimrar-
dars Association, which 'will enable you to consult together
on matters affecting your estates and to take common
action for the solution of the problems which must from
time to time arise in comnection with their management.

In conelusion let me assure you that I shall always
take a keen interest in your welfare and wish you all
prosperity and happiness.

LAYING OF THE FKFOUNDATION STONE OF THE
WILLINGDON HQOSPITAL AT UDAIPUR.

His Hxcellency the Vieeroy performed the ceremony of the 6th December
laying of the foundation stone of the Willingdon Hospital 1932.
Building at Udaipur on 6th December 1932 and said :—

Your Highness,—It gives me great pleasure to lay
the foundation stone of the New Hospital which is evidence
of His Highness’ solicitude for his subjects and of his
desire to provide improved medieal facilities in the State.
I am very grateful to His Highness for associating my name
with this new Institution.

I hope that this Institution, the foundation stone of
which is now to be laid, may prove a blessing to His
Highness’ people and have a future of ever-expanding
utility.
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6th December His Highness the Maharana of Udaipur gave a Banquet
1932. in honour of Their Kxcelleneies’ visit to his State. In replying
to the toast of his health His Excelleney the Vieeroy said :—

Your IIighness,—1 thank Your Highness most
cordially for the very warm welcome you have extended
to Her Excellcney and mysell on the oceasion of our first
visit to your State. We are both delighted to have had
the opportunity of renewing om: friendship with Your
Highness in your own home amidst such historie and
delightful surroundings. Your kindness and thoughtful-
ness have distinguished all the arrangements made for our
visit and nothing that eonld add to our pleasure or interest
has been omitted.

I am particularly pleased {o have used this oceasion
for obtaining at first hand some knowledge of the adminis-
trative problems with svhich Your Highness is dealing,
and let me at once congratulate you heartily on the
measured progress which yon are achieving in this regard.
I am fully alive to the unremitting and methodical devotion
which Your Highness has paid to your princely duties,
and T feel surc that your splendid example must be an
inspiration to your nobles and officials, and, indeed, T have
little doubt that your personal influence in this respect,
as in many others, extends far beyond the confines of
Mewar.

With becoming modesty, Your Highness has made no
reference in your speech to the improvements you have
effected in the administration of your State. It may be
that Your Ilighness prefers to leave history to record her
own verdict. DBut ncvertheless, I understand that steady
progress is being made in every department of the State
administration. Your Ilighness has an efficient and ex-
panding Railway service. The Revenue Department has
been thoroughly rcorganised. The Army and Volice are
in process of reconstrnetion. The judicial machinery of
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the State is being steadily improved. At the same time I
realise some of the difficulties with which Your Highness
is confronted, particularly those connected with the
depreciation of the local currency—a reaction from the
world-wide economic depression and the fall in the value
of silver, both of which causes are beyond the power of
the Durbar to control. But 1 am an optimist by nature,
and I honestly believe that the slight economic improve-
ment apparent in India at the present time is the forerun-
ner of better things to come and that we shall now go
steadily forward to more prosperous times, of which I
feel confident that Udaipur will have her full share.

T am glad to be able to tell Your Highness that your
Chief Counsellor, Sir Sukhdeo Pershad, assisted greatly
in the Conference of Ruling Princes and their Ministers
which I convened in Simla last September, and [ trust
that at this moment in Liondon hig wise counsels are helping
to shape the destiny of the fulure constitution for India,
on the accomplishment of which many of the leading publie
men of India and Great Britain are at present so busily
engaged. In this connection, T need hardly add that I
was delighted to hear Your IHighness’ very clear remarks
that the existing relations between the British Crown and
the States should remain unaltered in any future Con-
stitution for Tndia and that matters affecting the Treaty
Rights of the States with the implications to which you
have alluded should, in the future, as in the past, be
observed in their entirety. With these sentiments, I can
assure Your Highness that I am in entire agreement,

Once more T thank Your Highness very warmly for
your kindness and hospitality. I will now ask Your
Highness’ guests to join me in drinking to the long life,
health and prosperity of my old friend, His Highness the
Maharana of Udaipur.
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8th December His Highness the Maharaja of Indore gave a Banquet in
1032. honour of Their Excellencies’ visit to his State. In replying
to the toast of his health His Iixecllency the Vieeroy said :—

Your Highness, Ladies and Gentlemen,~~1 am very
grateful to Your Highness for the charming words with
which you have proposed the health of Lady Willingdon
and myself, and also to you, Ladies and Gentlemen, for
the cordial manner in which you responded to the toast.
1t was a matter of great regret to Lady Willingdon and
myself that owing to civeumstances over which I had no
control, or rather I should say that owing to a situation
which T had to control, we were compelled to postpone our
visit to Indore which had been arranged a few months ago.
However, one advantage of that postponement is that we
now come to Your Ilighnesses not as strangers as we
should have done it we had adhered to our original plan,
for in the meantime we have had the great pleasure of
entertaining Your Highnesses as our guests in Delhi, where
we formed a personal friendship which 1 hope and believe
will prove of a lasting and ever-increasing character.

I was delighted to hcar Your Iighness refer to the
cordial relations which exist between the Government of
India and the Holkar State and 1 share to the full the
satisfaction you have expressed over the recent settlenment
of two important claims. Both jn the ease of the rendition
of the Residency Bazars and in the case of the transfer of
Manpur, the inhabitants agreed willingly to pass from
British jurisdiction to the jurisdietion of the Indore
Government, which is indeed a happy symbol of the
contended atmosphere in which your people live. The
Chandgarh question was a problem of peculiar complexity :
it has been solved in a manner which should gratify all
concerned, so let us hope that no after-thonghts will arise
to mar the completeness of the settlement.
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When Your Highuess aseended the Gadi two and a
half years ago, the present unparalleled economic erisis
was beginning to make its mark. So one can say that
you started vour rule under a serious disadvantage. For
this I sympathise deeply with yon, but at the same time
I would like to say how gratified I am that this disadvant-
age has not deterred Your Highness from pursuing the
policy most bensficial to your subjects. You have eon-
ceived the first essentials for the well-being of your State
and even if it eurtails other activities, T trust you will
continue to follow the poliey of feeding the nation-
building departments of-your administration. This after-
noon 1 had the pleasure of inspecting the Badarkha works
which impressed me greatly ; T hope the project will be
completed as soon as possible, although the expenditure
involved will add considerably to the provision which
should ordinarily be available for the construction and
maintenance of the publie works. The immense improve-
ment in the water-supply and in the drainage of Indore
eity which is bound to result from the scheme is well worth
the financial effort entailed. Sueh projects are evidence
that the foundations of 'a 'smecessful and popular régime
are well and trnly laid. Your Highness, at the outset of
your career, ean bunild on these foundations a mnoble
superstrueture which will ever commemorate the beneficent
results of your labours.

[ endorse emphatically Your Highness’ view with
regard to rural uplift and the welfare of the agrieulturists.
They should always bhe their Ruler’s supreme concern and
I congratulate you upon the measures you have already
introdueed for the betterment of the peasants’ lot.
Revenue administration is a most diffieult subject and in
my opinion the wisest prineiple to aim at is to distribute
the burden of taxation as evenly as practicable amongst
all the various elasses of the State’s subjects.
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Ladies and Gentlemen, let me now make a brief
reference to the deliberations which are at present taking
place in regard to the future constitution of India. KEven
among the Prineely Order there are various shades of
opinion as to the best methods to be adopted to sceuve the
end to which we all aspire, and it has been the objeet of
His Majesty’s Government to make the States’ Delega-
tion as fully representative of those diverging schools of
thought as the limited numbers of the Third Round Table
Conference permit. Let me assure Your Highness that
you need entertain no apprehensions that the interests of
the States will be overlooked. = At all times and whatever
changes may be made the States will continue to receive
the attention to which fheir pesition and importance in
India and in the Empire justly entitle them.

1 feel you will appreciate my inability to comment
apon the recommendations of the Davidson Committee.
They form an important part of the agenda of the current
Conference and as sueh are sub judice, But T am con-
fident that we can await the result of the Conference in
a spirit of hopefulness that the goal for which we are all
working will be attained and T think we can also rest
assured that the claims of the Indore State will meet with
substantial justice.

I now wish to renew my thanks to Your Highnesses
for your welcome and for all the hospitality you have
extended to us. As hosts you could not have been more
thoughtful in providing all that could interest and capti-
vate us during our visit. We shall carry away delightful
recollections not only of Indere but of the personal friend-
ship of Your Highness and Her Highness the Maharani
towards us.

Ladies and (entlemen, let me now ask you to join
me in drinking the health of Their Highnesses, May Your
Highness long be spared to gnide the destinies of Indore
State and to labour for the advancement of your people.
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PRIZE-GIVING AT THII DALY COLLEGE, INDORE.

Ilis lixecllency the Viceroy presided over the ceremony of 9th December
the Prize-giving at the Daly Collegs, Indorve, and made the 1932

following speceh —

Mr. Sulter, Your Highnesses, Ladies and Gentlemen,—
1 thauk you very sincerely on behalf of Lady Willingdon
and myself for the cordial weleome you have extended to
us on this cur first visit to vonr College. It is a particular
pleasure to me that I have been able to appear in my
capacity as President at today’s funection which marks such
an interesting stage in the history of the College. For,
as we have just heard, 20 yvears ago Lord Hardinge opened
the building we now occupy; ten vears ago the College was
reconstituted with a view fo associating the Ruling Chiefs
and Prinees more elosely with the control of its affairs,
and now we are on the eve of a further revision of the
('ollege constitution on a self-governing basis. On the
establishment of independent confrol the Vieeroy will be-
come a Patron ; perhaps thig i a mere appropriate position
than that of President since cireumstances have never
permitted of a Vieeroy actually presiding at a meeting of
the General Council of the College. But whatever my
statns may he, I can assuré you that during my
Vieeroyalty my interests in your affairs will not diminish.
Chiefs’ Colleges will always possess an espeeial interest for
me, for they are the training eronnds of the character and
capacity of those who will hereafter be entrosted with
great vesponsibilities in the Indian States and, as such,
the positiorr they hold in Tndia is unique.

Mr. Salter has referred to the possibility of (overn-
ment’s annual grant-in-aid bheing withdrawn. Let us hope
we shall be able to continue to help you, for T know my
Government recognises fully the great valne of your work
in the cause of Tndian edncation. T must, however, ask
vou to remaember that the responsibilities of the Central
Exchequer are already a formidable hurden.  Your College
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exists for the education of the sons of the Ruling Princes
and Chiefs in Central India and of their Sardars and
Jagirdars. It ecan hardly be expected that British India
will endow indefinitely an institution, however praise-
worthy, that admits States subjects only and exclndes
British Indians. Should the Government of India at any
future time be forced to take away the substantial grant
now given to the Revenues of the College, I am confident
that the Princes and Chiefs eoncerned will not be slow to
fill the gap. Your Prineipal has mentioned that most of
them are already extending their material and moral
support and I am sure that it is-not too much to expeet
that each and every State will play its part in assisting
an institution which has in the short space of half a
century done so much for the edueational advancement of
the Princely Order and of the Nobility. The imminent
revision in the College’s constitution will bring the Princes
into even closer touch with its administration and in con-
sequence the deeper will grow their interest. For these
reasons I feel we can all rest confident that the aims for
which the College was founded will never be allowed to
suffer owing to financial embarrassments of the Central
Government.

T should like to take this opportunity of congratulat-
ing the College generally on its fine academic record and
also the individuals who have won prizes. A hundred per
cent, record of successes is indeed a proud achievement ;
T say cent. per cent., as I think we can justly leave out
of account the case of the unfortunate Kumar whose sick-
ness prevented him from attending his examination !

The ericket mateh which T recently had the pleasure
of watching at Ajmer gave me the opportunity of seeing
the other side of your College life. As a keen follower of
the game T congratulate both teams on their play., The
game was contested in the true spirit of sportsmanship
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and I trust that this excellent spirit, engendered during
College days, will be fostered and made full use of in
later life. It all helps to add to the ‘‘tone’” of the
College, and this remark leads me, Mr. Salter, to refer to
Colonel Heale’s words which you quoted at the elose of
your speech, A good tone and a noble tradition are the
greatest assets to any College. Like patriotism they do
not emanate from the efforts of a single person or even
of an individual class, They grow up from combined and
continuous effort, not only in the interest of the present
but with pride in the past and hizh hope in the future.
Their promotion and protection must always be the chief
care of the Ruling Body, the Staff and. the boys themselves
and I am confident they will all continue to give of their
best in sueh a splendid cause. Let all concerned remember
the objects for which the College was founded and follow
as closelv as possible the Emglish Publiec Sehool system,
for it iy world-famous and econducive of the finest charae-
teristies of citizenship and manhood,

I thank vou again, gentlemen, for the warm terms in
which you have greeted Lady Willingdon and mysell.
We are delighted with all we have seen and request you,
Mr. Salter, to give the Kumars a week’s holiday in token
of our visit,

OPENING OF THE NEW HOSPITAL. AT RUTLAM.

His Excelleney the Vieeroy made the following speech at
the Opening of the New Hospital at Rutlam on the 11th Deecember
1932 :—

Your Highness, Ladies and Gentlemen—Your High-
ness has happily reminded me of the previous ocecasions
on whiel T have had the pleasure of meeting you during
my life in this country, Tt is the recollection of those
meetings that made me look forward with particular
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pleasure to this opportunity of renewing our personal
friendship today. Liet me tender to Your Highness, on
behalf of Lady Willingdon and myself, our warmest thanks
for the more than generous manner in which you have
welcomed us to your State. We also are disappointed
that our stay can only be of such short duration, but, as
you have rightly surmised, tours in these days are perforee
brief and in consequence the shject to be attained is to
visit as many places as possible in the limited time
available.

Your Highness’ lovalty to the Crown and your
splendid record of - four years’ active service on the
Western front are too well known to require any reference
from me. I will only say how proud I am that during the
many vears Your Highness has heen guiding the destinies
of Rutlam State, you have fostered and protected with the
greatest care its noble tradition of devotion to His Majesty
the King-Emperor,

A little more than four years ago.Lord Irwin laid the
foundation stone of the hospital which I am about to have
the honour of opening.” The fact that the scheme, costing
Rs, 1,25,000, has been completed in this comparatively short
period, when economic circumstances have been far from
favourable, is in itself a striking illustration of the pro-
gressive ideals which have inspired Your Highness’ long
and benevolent rule. It is one of the many considered
improvements which Your Highness has introduced in
every Department—improvements calculated to sceure the
happiness and good government of your people.

In my opinion there could be no happier angury for
the future success of this new hospital than the deep
appreciation which the services of the Maharani Rajkunwar
Hospital have evoked from your people. Tts long eareer
of over-increasing utility has perpetuated the name of Your
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Highness” Mother in a manner that eould not be bettered.
Similarly, the great building which we see before us
constructed to meet growing requirements and equipped
in the most modern fashion, will, I am coufident, always
commemorate the solicitude whieh Your Highness evineces
for the welfare of your subjects.

May T particularly thank Your lighness for the very
charming references you made to my wite 7 [ can assure
you that it is her constant desire to do all that lies in her
power for the good of Tndia and her people.  With Your
Ilighness’ permission T will now declare the hospital open.
May it ever serve the noble purpose for which it was built
and may it shower unbounded blessings on the sick and
suffering amongst your people.

BANQUET AT RARODA.

The following speech was delivered by TTis Fixeelleney the 194h Decem-
Viceroy at the State Banguet at Baroda on 12th December ber 1932.
1032 :—

Your Highness, Ladies and Gentlemen,—I am indeed
grateful to Your Highness for the very charming words
with which you have proposed the health of Lady
Willingdon and myself this evening and 1 am partienlarly
gratetul for the very cordial personal refercnees whieh
vou have made with regard to us both, for we can certainly
¢laim to ecome to you as old friends who have been eagerly
looking forward to renewing a friendship started many
vears ago when I was Governor of Bombay and streng-
thened with the passage of time until my return to you
now as Vieceroy. Qur pleasure this evening is, however,
greatly marred by the absence of Her Highness the
Maharani Saheba, who we can also claim as a very old
friend and 1 would ask Your Highness to c¢onvey to Her
Highness an expression of our regret at lLer inability to

L20PSV N2
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he here during the ocecasion of our visit. I thank Your
Highness most gratefully for the genmerous and graceful
remarks which you made with regard to my wife’s con-
stant efforts and activities on behalf of the womanhood ot
India which has extended over a period of many years,
and assure you that the regret we fcel at the absence of
Her Highness the Maharani Saheba is considerably
lessened by the faet that your charming dawghter is here
to greet us, who is also a very old friend to us both. I
would only add that I trust that the delight which you
tell us she feels at meeting and welcoming Lady Willingdon
may be extended to Liady Willingdon’s husband also.

Your Highness, in your speech, has referred in hopetul
terms to the outcome of the Round Table Conference now
assembled in London with a view to discussing and, 1
trust, coming to general agreement upon a new Constitu-
tion for India. May T say that I cordially share Your
Highness’ hopes that their discussions will be entirely
successful. My firm econviction is that an All-India
Federation with necessary safeguards will be to the
advantage and in the interests of the States and British
India alike, and T was delighted to hear Your Highness
express your deecided opinion that my convietion is shared
by the Ruler of so advanced a State as Baroda. It will
indeed hearten those of us who ave doing what we can to
forward this great ideal and [ think it is true to say that,
thanks largely to the aceeptance by the States in general
of the principle of Federation, our hopes have been in-
creased that the deliberations of the (‘onference in London,
where Your Iighness is so ably represented by your
Diwan, Mr, Krishnamachari, mav he expected to result in
a sueccessful conclusion. Two significant points were
raised by Your Ilighness to which T shoald like to make
special reference. You remarked that in the future
Federation, the States should have their present autenomy
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in matters outside the Federal sphere and that in the new
order of things, there should be no striving after a crushing
and soul-destroying uniformity. With both these prinei-
ples 1 am in entire agreement. It would indeed be a
grievous pity if the individuality of the separate units
composing the Federation were engulfed in one large
featureless body, and although there must inevitably be a
certain degree of uniformity in the administration of
matters coming within the orbit of the Federal sphere,
they surely need not interfere with the special characteris-
ties and historie traditions of the States.

The many administrative improvements that have
marked Your Iighness’ long and fruitful period of rule
are too well-known to us all to need any lengthy remarks
from me tonight, but in view of the great interest which
1s now being evinced in the matier of social and eduecational
advancement throughout the whole of India, I would like
for a moment to refer briefly to what Your Iighness has
done in this regard. [ would mention the *‘ Age of
Marriage ’’ Aect, the ‘“ Hindu Divoree " Act, and the
““ Freedom of Religion 7’ Aect, the passing of which have
been Your Highness’ personal concern. Scarcely less
striking is the forward plan which Baroda has seeured for
herself in the realm of education, especially female educa-
fion which eonld only have heen achieved by the unremitting
interest shown by Your Highness and Iler Highness the
Maharani Saheba. Primary education has been free and
compulsory sinee 1906 whilst at the same time due pro-
vision has been made for secondary, technical and college
edueations. Tt is significant that in this same period the
State Revenues have risen from 13 erores to 23 crores of
rupees and the revenue per head of population is higher
than in any other Tndian State of similar size and import-
ance. Edueation alone would not, of course, account for
this, but Your Highness has wisely seen that the economic
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development of your State has kept pace with the
educational side of your activities. Your PPicture Gallery
and your Central library with its remarkable system of
circulating raral libraries, are famous far beyond the
boundaries of Baroda, and I was very glad to learn that
this great scheme of giving the chanece of educational study
in even the most remote villages of vour State is progressing
extremely well. Ag regards the other features of Your
Highness’ administration 1 do not propose to particularise,
but I congratulate you on the fact that Baroda is well to
the fore in every sphere of administrative activity—u
gratifying reward of the half ¢entury and more of earnest
effort on the part of Your Highness to improve the lot of
your people ; and in time to eome posterity may well look
back on Your Highness! period of Rule as the Golden Age
of Baroda History,

One word more and I have finished. Your Highness
mentioned the meed for ¢ co-operation’ in the future
amongst all elasses and c¢ommunities in India. Tn the
first speech which T made on my arrival in this country
after my appointment as Vieceroy I appealed with all the
earnestness at my command for ‘the ‘ co-operation ’ of all
those who wished me well in the great task with whieh T
had been entrusted. T can truly say that the result of
that appeal has received a generous response, and T still
hope that many of those who have refused to co-operate
and have pursued a poliey of civil disobedience may see
the error of their ways and join with us in working for
the great purpose we all have in view. Tn the new con-
stitution, however, as Your Highness has so rightly said,
the need for co-operation becomes greater still. For while
greater responsibility in our Parliamentary life will bring,
as in other countries, differences of views on great political
problems, the necessity for getting rid of our personal and
communal differences, and of working for the common
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purpose of helping torward in every constitutional way
the prosperity of our country and the welfare of its people
will become more urgent than ever before, But with the
lightening and ultimate removal of that control, these
differences and divisions are bound to prove grave sources
of weakness and it thus behoves all who have India’s
interests at heart to do what they can to forget them and
banish them from their thoughts and minds for ever.

I thank Your Highness onee again for your kindness and
hospitality and 1 ask all those present to join with me in
drinking long life and happiness-to His Highness the
Gaekwar of Baroda and prosperity to his State,

ORTENT CLUB DINNER, BOMBAY.

His Excellency the Vieeroy made the following speech at 13;»)“ Dleum-
the Orient ("ub Dinner at Bombay on the 16th December or 1932.
1932 —

(Gentleman,—I need hardly fell you what a pleasure
it is to me to find myself at last after many efforts
among my old friends in Bombay, and to be once again
the guest of the members of the Orient Club, where T can
recall spending pleasant evenings in  years gone by.
Indeed my presence herc reminds me of my first arrival
after my appointment as Viceroy when what has usunally
been a stately ceremonial became to my wife and myself
the most delightful rennion with all those who had
shown us ir  diffienlt days i this Presidency such
splendid lovalty and friendship in the past. And I am
aglad to be here for T know the purpose for which this
Club was created, in order that through friendly soeial
intercourse our two races should get to understand each
other better, an objeet for which I think | can claim
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1 have always worked since I first eame to India, and
I am proud to feel that the Willingdon Sperts Clab
still flourishes in this city, and is a practical evidence
of the interest [ have always taken in this matter. But
some of vou here tonight may be saying to yourselves
that the Lord Willingdon whom you kunew here as
Governor a good many years ago in Bombay seems to
be a very different person from the Lord Willingdon
who has come out as Vieeroy of India for his adminis-
trative actions during the past 18 months have been of a
very severe and drastic character. My reply to such
gentlemen, if there ave ane here tonight, would be in
the first place that Bombay City on my return to India
seems to me a very different place to what it was when
I left it a good many years ago, for then it was filled
with loyal eitizens who without distinetion of ecaste or
creed, did great service to the Empire in the work they
did towards the suceessful proseeution of the Great War,
work of which 1 still have a grateful vivid reeollection ;
now it seems to have heeome the centre and focus of
the unlawful civil disobedience movement which has had a
disastrous effeet on your industrial and commercial life,
and in consequence on the welfare of your citizens, and,
which if it had not been for the wise and steady adminis-
tration of your Governor and his Government under
extraordinarily diffienlt conditions would have heen far
more disastrous ¢fill.  And in the second place T assert,
withont fear of confradiction, that my policy today is
exaetly the same as when first T landed in 1913 on the
shores of India. At that time T asked for co-operation
from all eclasses in the work of administration in this
Presidency, and 1 have the most grateful recollection
that during my 6 years as Governor here T received it to
the full. And when T returned as Vieeroy of India 18
months ago, in my first speech I made here at Bombay,
1 appealed for co-operation from all classes and communi-
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ties of the people of India to assist me in the great task
that lay before me,

Let me add that within a few weeks of my arrival
in India | met at Simla the leader of the Congress who is
also the head of the non-co-operation and c¢ivil
disobedience movement, Mr. Gandhi, and earnestly
appealed to him to give me his cc-operation and that of
his followers in working towards constitutional reforms
on constitntional lines, It is not my purpose tonight
to go into any detail as to the numerous efforts T made in
the first months of my life-in-India as Vieeroy with him-
self and his followers to secure the co-operation I desired.
I would raerely point to results, to show you their
response to my efforts—riots of a very serious character
in Bombay ecity, an organised effort on the part of
Congress to start a no-rent campaign in the United Pro-
vinees, and the Red Shirt movement in the North-West
Frontier Provinee which was of a definitely revolutionary
churacter, and geueral efforts thronghout the country to
upset and hamper the work of administration. Tt is said
by many that my action through the promulgation of the
Ordinances was ol a most repressive character. My
answer {s that this action was forced on a most unwilling
Vieeroy by the excesses of the flollowers of Mr. Gandhi
and that my one purpose was to obtain for the law abid-
ing citizen freedom and security against the coercive
efforts of those who break the law, and to produce
conditions which wounld make it possible to push forward
the work of Constitutional Reforms on which we have
been actively engaged during the past three years. I
can claim that the policy we have pursued in the past
18 months has not been wholly unsuecessful. We have
restored the credit of India in the markets of the world.
We have restored confidence in this country among its
law abiding citizens that their interests will be protected
and that law and order will be maintained,
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Don’t think for a moment that I don’t realise
fully that the present economic condition of this city
and of the country iy not wholly due to the civil dis-
obedience movement, but has been much aggravated by
world economic conditions over which we have little
control. But I can’t help saying that 1 think the city
of Bombay need not have attained such an unpleasant
notoriety reecently if its leading and law abiding citizens
had shown more courage and initiative in the early stage
of your difficulties, had given wmore active support to
His Excellency the Governor and his Government in
these past most trying and anxious months and had
determined not to compromise in any way with law
breakers as the supporters of the civil disobedience
movement assuredly are. When I recall the six happy
and strenuous years whiech I spent here as Governor of
this Presidency, years whieh were not without their
difficulties, as some of those present to-night are well
aware, and remember the loyal support and encourage-
ment I received from the wvast majority of its citizens,
when I eall to mind the memory of those two out-
standing  statesmen G. K. (okhale and TFerozeshah
Mehta whose personal friendship T valued exceedingly
and whose counsel and advice were of the greatest
assistance to me during my administrative life here ;
when I remember the proud and pre-eminent position
that Bombay always held in the past throughout India
in all matters of public and political concern, then T
assure you the recent happenings in this city have filled
me with concern and distress. But of this I am certain.
It we combine and co-operate together in the best in-
terests of all classes of the eitizens of this Presidency ; if
we put aside all racial prejudices, all personal and com-
munal distrust and suspicion. and trust in each others’
sincerity of purpose in the great work that lies before
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us, then T am optimist enough to feel confident that we
shall ere long find ourselves becoming restored to our
normal prosperity in this country and this great city will
onee again be * primus inter pares ' among the cities of
India.

Let me turn for one moment to say one word as
to the other side of the general policy which we have
pursued sinece [ arrived in India—-the advanece towards
further Constitutional Reforms on an all-Tndia Federal
basis. We have heen actively engaged in advaneing
this poliey and. as vou all know.the final meeting of
the Round Table Conference is now assembled in London
with a view to produce a sound and as far as possible
agreed scheme to be laid  betore the Houses of Darlia-
ment. The problems to be solved are not without diffi-
culties, hut T think I may say that from all the informa-
tion we have received the diseussions have been carried
on in a most friendly spirit, with a common desire on
the part of all the delegates to  arvive at their eommon
goal. If they succeed in their efforts as I profoundly
hope they may. I shall Took forward to the achicvement
of my great desire before | leave India, namely to be-
comne  with  few regtrictions the first Constitutional
Governor-General of India towards the end of my public
lite, many years of which | have spent in this wonderful
country which T have learnt to love so well,

And so let me conelude these remarks by assuring you
that my policy is still eco-operation. and T am still hopeful
that this poliey will prevail. TLet us put aside distrust
and suspicion, let us believe in each others’ sincerity of
purpose in working whole-heartedly towards the woal we
have set before us, of securing for the people of this
country full responsibility over the administration of their
affairs.
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Our two races have worked together for long years
in the past, it is my confident hope we shall be found
working together in the future for the advanee and
prosperity of India and the mutual advantage of* our
two peoples.

The clouds of uncertainty may be around us. I
hope before long that they will be swept away and that
I shall live to see co-operation, friendship and cquality
of treatment among the eitizens of all parts of the
Empire.

ADDRESS OF WELCOME PRESENTED BY THE LAND-
HOLDERS OF THE CENTRAL PROVINCES AND
BERAR.

In replying to the Address of Welecome presented by the
Landholders of the Central Provinees and Berar on 19th
December 1932, His Exeellency the Vieeroy said :—

Gentlemen,—I1 thank you most cordially for the warm
weleome you have extended to me on the oecasion of this,
my first visit to the Central Provinees and Berar since
assuming office as Vieeroy of India. It is a privilege
to me to meet here today the representatives of the
leading landholders of the Province.

1 have heard with great gratification the expressions
of the sound traditions of loyalty and public duty which
have animated you as a body in the past and which you
ever strive to maintain ; those characteristies are indeed
right and fitting in view of the prominent position which
you occupy in the political and economie life of your
Provinece. I feel confident that you, on your part, will
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coniinuc to use every effort to advance the interests no!
only of the landholding classes, hut of all those engaged
in agricultural pursuits,. Whilst 1, on my part, can
assure vou that you can rely upon Government, which
is fully alive to the importance of those interests, to pay
the closest regard to all measures affecting them.

I sympathize with vou in the difficult times through
which you are passing owing to the present economie
depression, but 1 would point oul tv you that the depres-
sion is not confined to  your eommunity alone, it is,
unfortunately. a universal eomplaint, the remedy for
which, though I firmaly helieve the crisis is passed, lies
in careful and constant nursing to bring the condition
of the patient back to normal again. T understand that
the Provinee is not in a position to earmark, as you
suggest, a portion of its eurrent revenues for financing
agriculturalists, for, . even with the exercise of the
strietest economy, there is extreme diffieulty in balaneing
expenditure and income. With the limited resources at
its eommand. the Provinee does, however, make advances
nuder the Agrieulturalists’ lioans Acet and the [and
Improvement T.oans Aet, and I am told that such
advances have. in these times of depression and security,
heen  eonsiderably  inereased.  espeeially in those areas
which have been most bhadly hit,

As regavds the larger question of substituting State
aided and State controlled banking agencies for the
present system, it is neeessary to proceed eautiously. An
experiment of this kind, if it proved a failure, would do
much more harm than good. Kasy eredif will only hear
wood  fruit if the debtor plays his part well. exercises
self-restraint, practises thrift and discharges his obliga-
tions punetilionsly. Tn this regard it is for vou. gentle-
men, to set the example for others tn follow. -
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1 was glad to hear your expresgions of gratification
to your Government for their Debt Coneiliation Bill
which is the first legislative measure of its kind in India
and which is essentially an experiment, It is, therefore,
necessary to proceed cautiously as rash legislation in
economie matters may set in motion forces which may be
difficult to control and which may endanger the whole
fabric of rural credit. The question of amending the
Usurious Loans Act and of enacting some measure for
the regulation of the fransactions of money-lenders, to
which you also referred, is already. under the considera-
tion of the Government of India.

Your desire for the extension of the demonstration
centres of the Agricultural Department is a very natural
one which has my sympathy. But I fear that the present
retrenchment policy, whieh cireumstanees have forced on
Government, will not allow of sueh s proposal in these
times. But T am informed that the Agricultural Depart-
ment is now carrying out demonstrations on the actual
land owned by cultivators themselves and that you,
gentlemen, can co-operate in achieving the end you desire,
by placing at the disposal of the Department suitable
areas for demonstration purposes,

The consolidation experiment in the Chhattiggarh
division has, as you have rightly said, met with an en-
.coumging measure of success which I am sure is due,
n no small part, to the very keen personal interest whicl
His Fxcellency your Governor has taken in the project
And T feel confident that you may rest assured that if
His Excellency feels that a similar suceess can be achieved
by extending the seope of the Consolidation of Holdings
Aect to other divisions in the Provinee, he will not hesitate
to take the necessary steps to proceed with sueh a measure.
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With regurd to your desire for an improvement of
rural communieations on an extensive scale so as o
connect every village with a market by means of all-
weather rosds, again 1 am in sympathy with your ideal,
but, if [ may say so, you seem to be proeeeding on th.
assnmption that expense is no objeet. May [ suggesr
that in the first place it would he more desirable to bring
all the main roads up to the standard of all-weather
roads, when funds are available for the purpose, and then
I feel sure that subsidiary all.weather communications
would gradually be constructed as a natural course of
events. The lowering of railway freight is a problem for
the Railway Board to consider and I ean assure yvou that
the matter is one whickh the Board is closely watehing and
which Is constantly receiving their earnest cousideration,
but with a commercial undertaking of the naturs of yail-
way transport, the probabilities of profit and logs on
husiness principles have essentially to be weighed.

You have mentioned, gentlemen, what you deseribe
as an ambiruily in the income-tax law, and, if T under-
stand you aright, your eomplaint is that if you get your
entton ginned in a factory before you dispose of it, in.
stead of marketing it in the ordinary way in its erude
form, the profit you obtain from selling it ginned instead
of unginned s assessed to income-tax. You will pot, T
am sure, dispure the faet that ginoing is a manufacturing
and not an agricultural proeess and that it is not essential
for you to render cotton fit to he taken to the market ;
indeed [ am tohl that the highest judicial court in your
Provinee gave not long ago a ruling on this ground that
the extra profit obtained from ginning was therefore
Hiable to ineome-tax. so that there is no ambiguity as to
what the faw aermally x0T am afraid [ can hold out no
hope that my Government will be prepared to alter the
law,
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I was glad to hear your expressions of gratitude to
the Local Government for the measures taken to bring
the Central Provinces Settlement Act on to the Statute
Book, The revision of settlements has now been placed
on a statutory basis, and you, gentlemen, as landholders,
are now assured of the observance of the prineiples which
you regard as essential and which you desire to see
applied in the exemption of improvements and the assess-
ment of individual holdings. It is beyond human
foresight to predict the future course of prices, and for
this reason Government has always followed the path of
caution and moderation in settling the demand to be
made for land revenne.

1 note your anxiety with regard to the recognition
by Government of the special needs for the education of
the young men of your class, The whole question of
education in India today is a most difficult problem, but
I know that your Government are fully alive to the need
for imstruetion in Agriculture which is being fostered and
encouraged to the extent to which funds will permit.

Tn conclusion, 1 thank youn once again, gentlemen,
for the address of welcome which you have heen pleased
to present to me today. You have raised many poinfs
which are exereising your minds at the present time.
Most of these points, however, are of a local character
which, T have no doubt whatsoever, are constantly in the
mind of my old friend, His Hxcelleney the Governor, who,
with his nsual ability and foresight, will deal with each
and every one on its merits and T can only add that any
proposals in which Sir Montagu Butler may wish for the
assistance of myself and my Government will always
receive my most earnest consideration.
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OPENING OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

His Excelleney the Vieeroy made the following speech 2t 15 Pebruary
the Opening of the Delhi Session of the Legislative Assembly 1933,
on the 1st Febrnary 1933 :—

Gentlemen,—In  greeting  Ion’ble Members this
morning at the commencement of this Session of the
Legislative Assembly, 1 feel sure 1 am voicing their
sentiments when I say how sorry I am that Sir Ibrahim
Rahimtoolah, the Houn'ble President, has been prevented
by illness from attending today’s proceedings. Before
giving my usual survey of the various matters of publie
concern upon which Hon’ble Members should receive
information, | wish to express my thankfulness for the
fact that during the past few months there has been a most
satisfactory change in the politieal outlook throughout
the whole of the eountry, brought about, ax 1 think, by a
feeling of confidence in the beliet that 1 and my Govern-
ment are siriving with ahselute sincerity to advance as
rapidly as possible constitutional reforms and at the same
time to secure peaceful eonditions which are so essential
in starting owr new form of administration whereby
Indians will be given the control of their administrative
affairs,

1t is not my purpese today to say a word on what 1
believe to be the reasons for this change. My object i8
to express my thanks to all those who are mainly respon-
sible for bringing it about.

To the members of all the Services throughout this
country [ tender my grateful thanks for the devoted and
loval manner in whieh they have earried out their duties
during the past two years, which has been a period of
great stress and strain, during which we have been faced
with an economie depression which has been unparalleled
in our history.

L20PSYV o
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My thanks are also very usincerely due to Hon’ble
Members of our two Legislative Chambers for the helpful
guidance and criticism they have given us in the discus-
sions and decisions we have arrived at in regard to such
Legislative mcasures as we have laid before them during
the past months.

And lastly my thanks are very speeially due to every
elass and interest in this country for the steadiness and
fortitnde with which they have all withstocd the difficulties
of the unprecedented economic depression which might
well have caused considerable unrest among the vast
population we have to eare for.

The c¢louds of that depression are still over us, but
I am full of hope that they will soon disappear, and that
if we continue to co-operate together, each in our way
towards better days, India will be amongst the first of
the countries of the world to take advantage of an economic
revival.

1 do not propose to deal at any length with Foreign
Affairs, sinee happily there is little information to give
Hon’ble Members of the past.six mounths escept that
India’s relations with her neighbours have continued to
be of the most satisfactory and friendly character. You
will be glad to learn that our policy of peaceful penetra-
tion among the tribes of the North-West Frontier is
producing excellent results, and T am informed that the
administered distriets of the North-West Frontier Provinee
are enjoying unprecedented freedom from trans-border
raids. T may also take this opportunity of acknowledging
the friendly co-operation which we have received from the
Afghan Government in dealing with the tribal problems
on our common border. Witk regard to our other frontiers
T must express my deep regret at the lamented death of
His Highness the late Maharaja Sir Bhim Shumshere Jang
Bahadur, Prime Minister and Commander-in-Chief of
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Nepal, whom I had the honour of entertaining in Calcutta
little more than a year ago. This sad event has robbed
Nepal of a distinguished statesman and I[ndia of a staunch
friend, but we ean find consolation in the fact that he has
been suceceded by one whose qualities as statesmau, soldier
and friend give us all confidence that the association
between our two countries will be as close and mutually
helpful in the future as it has been in the past.

In September last [ made a reference to the unsatis-
factory econcmic position of the Indian agrieulturist.
There has been some further improvement in the situation
since then, and sueh ‘evidence as is available encourages
the hope that the worst period of depression is over. The
winter erops bave been good in most parts of the country,
and prices of agricultural produce, though still low,
maintain an upward tendeney, Meanwhile, wherever
nocessary, Loeal (fovernments econtinue to give relief by
advancing loans and granting suspensions and remissions
of land revenue cess. Of the gpeeial measures under
consideration by eertain Local Governments which 1
mentioned in my last address, the Central Provinces Debt
Coneciliation Bill is expected to be passed into law shortly.
The report of the United Provinces Agricultural Debts
('ommittee is now before the Liocal Government who are
also endeavouring to find a formula for adjusting rent and
revenue automatically with major fluetuations in prices
without need for resort to courts.

The world-wide economic depression has inevitably
had its repereussions on Indians overseas. In Ceylon and
Malaya, Indian labour employed on the tea and rubber
estates has felt the effect of the fall in the price of these
commodities. Wages have had to he reduced, but my
Government have endeavoured, suceessfully, with the co-
operation of the Governments concerned, to prevent such
reduction from adversely affecting the labourer’s standard
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of living. For those who are nnwilling to work on reduced
wages facilities for repatriation to their homes in India
have been secured. Our Agents in both countries are
watching the economic situation carefully with a view to
safeguarding the interests of Indian labour. In South
Africa also wunemployment is eommon among Indians,
especially in Natal, but our Agent there has made
representations for relief to the Union Government which
we have reason to believe have proved fruitful. The only
other point which I need touch upon before passing from
this subjeet is the appointment last October by the Union
Government of the Commission to enquire into the oecupa-
tion of proclaimed land by Indians in the Transvaal. The
Commission, which is presided over by Mr. Justice Feetham
of the Supreme Court of the Union, has started work, and
my Government await its report with keen interest.

I followed with great interest your proeceedings during
the last Session with regard to the Trade Agreement which
had been made at Ottawa by my Government with His
Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom, and it
naturally afforded me the utmost satisfaction that the
decision at which you arrived after prolonged considera-
tion confirmed the action which my Government had taken
in sending their representatives to the Imperial Eceonomic
Conference and in concluding a Trade Agreement. Thut
your decision was a wise one I firmly believe, and T shall
look forward with great interest to the results of the
periodical examination which you have decided to impose
on the working of the agreement in order to test in_the
light of actual experience its cffeet upon Indian commerce
and industry. T sincerely trnst that this new departure
in our tariff policy will be found to have justified itself
and to have been of definite assistance towards that revival
of commerecial prosperity which we all so anxiously desire
to see effected.
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In my speech at the opening of the September Session
I apprised Hon’ble Members of the notable suceess achieved
by the Army authorities under the direction of His
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief in reducing the cost
of Defence ; and I then indicated that the limits of
retrenchment had almost, if not quite, been reached.
Sinee then, as part of His Hxeelleney’s schemes for
economy, we have been compelled te disband certain
famous units, whose long and distinguished records of
serviee must command our admiration and respect. Tt
is with the deepest regret that 1 have seen the names of
the Pioncer Regiments -disappear-from our Army List,
but I have no doubt that the traditions that they have
created will be worthily wmaintained by those of the
personnel who are being transferred to other units of the
Army.

Another measure that you will shortly have to eonsider
is one that aims at reducing the cost of the Auxiliary
Force, Our thanks are dne to the units concerned for
the spirit in which they have accepted the need for
economy ; and T think T can assure them that the measures
we intend to introduce will not prejudice the efficiency of
the Force as a whole.

I expect Hon’ble Members remember the several
oceasions on which I have emphasised the determination
of my Government not to velax the measures in foree
against eivil disobedienee g0 long as the cireumstances
exist which make them necessary. [ am glad to think that
not only has that policy had the anticipated effect of
redueing still further the proportions of the eivil disobedi-
ence movement, but that it has eommended itself to the
Judgment of an ever-inereasing number of moderate men,
who realise the harm done to the political and eeononic
interests of the country by the disastrous poliey pursued
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by the Congress. In order to prevent a reerudescence of
the civil disobedience movement, it was necessary for my
Government to ask the Liegislature to strengthen the general
law by the inclusion of a considerable number of the
provisions of the consolidated Ordinance, which expired
at the end of December. 1t is an invidious task for &
Legislature to enact special, even though temporary,
measures of this character, and it cannot be expected that
a Legislature will shoulder that responsibility unless it is
convineed of the reality of the menace from which the
country requires to he protected. The experience,
however, of the last few years has made that menace too
plain to be ignored. and not only the Central Legislature,
but the Legislatures in all those Provinces where the civil
disobedienee movement has been most intense, have with
no uncertain voice given to the (fovernments the powers
whereby the foreces of disorder ean be kept in cheek and
to the country the prospect of a steady return to peaceful
conditions. The Acts which are now on the Statute Book
will not be permancnt, but will he in forece during the
diffieult period of transition from the present to the new
constitution, when there is-a special risk of certain elements
in the population frying fo substitnte the methods of
revolution for those of eonstitutional and orderly progress.
J trust that when the period for which these Acts will
remain in foree has expired, those, in whose hands the
power will then rest. will find themselves able safely to
diseard them, and that the threat which direet action
presents to the evolution of constitutional self-government
will have been destroved. T reevet that there are not as
wet any open signs of a recognition on the part of the
leaders of the civil disohedience movement of the harm
their policy has caused to the ecountry, Though their
efforts to revive enthusiasm meet with little success, they
still remain pledged to that poliey. T am firmly convineed,
however, that the march of events will gradually carry
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them further and further away from the sterile methods
of negation and obstruction, and that in spite of themselves
they will find that they are caught up in the living forees
of constructive polities which the near approach of the
new constitution is releasing on all sides.

I must refer onee more to the sinister terrorist move-
ment in Bengal. Shortly after I last addressed the
Assembly. two serious outrages oceurred, the dastardly
attack on the Railway Institute at Pahartali, near
Chittagong, and the second attempt, fortunately again
unsuceesstul, against the life of Sir Alfred Watson, Editor
of the Statesman. Since then there has, I am glad to say,
been some improvement in the situation. The Bengal
Legislative Couneil have given the Bengal Government all
the powers for which they have asked, and have passed a
special Act aimed at the suppression of terrorist outrages,
and a further Aet which enhances the punishments for
offences in connection with fire-arms and explosives, and,
it is hoped, will operate ag a deterrent to those who, either
to assist the terrorist movement or merely for gain, smuggle
arms into the Presideney.  The despatch of troops to the
Provinee has also had a reassuring effect on the loyal
population, and T believe has helped to convince the
anarchical elements that Government are prepared to use
all their powers to stamp out this evil. But it is not merely
by arrests and police measures that the movement can he
eraclicated. The Members of this Assembly have recognised
that mueh can be done, by influencing public opinion, to
warn the youth of Bengal against allowing themselves to
heecome entangled in murderons conspiracies, dangerons to
their country and ruinous to themselves. And T hope
{ am not too sanguine in thinking that I detect signs that
public opinion is ranging itself in a more practical way
against the doctrines that lead these young men astray,
and that there is a growing recognition that the sucecess
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of these methods of terrorism wonld be fatal to the hopes
of peaceful progress in the Province.

Hon’ble Members will doubtless have studied, with
care and with interest, the reports as they appeared day
by day in the Press of the proceedings of the Third Round
Table Conference which eoncluded just before Christmas.
As on the previous oceasions my (Government have made
arrangements to bring out an Indian edition of the valuable
reports which represent the lahours of the Conference.
I understand that copies are now available and have been
supplied to all Members of the House.

Hon’ble Members will not expect me to review in any
detail the work done by the Conference ; but 1 may he
permitted to pass on some of the general impressions it
has left on my mind. Frem accounts reaching us a signal
feature was the determination of all who participated in
the deliberations, whether on the British or on the Indian
gide, to get to grips with the difficult problems with which
they were confronted and hammer out practical solutions
calculated to carry with them the greatest common measure
of econsent. T have been impressed by the workmanlike
way in whieh one complicated subject after another was
taken up and discussed, and the conclusions reached
expeditiously recorded for future use and guidance.

My next impression is of the general good-will which
is 8o clearly seen to have animated the discussions. Fven
where differences of opinion have remained, mutual respect
for views strongly felt has asserted an influence which is
itself of good augury for the future.

My last and strongest impression is of work well done
and another milestone behind ns on the road of constitu-
tional advance. There is no tarrying on that road.
Steadily and surely the march to Federation proceeds.
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Sinee their return from England T have taken the
opportunity to meet individual delegates in order to place
myself in direet touch with their views. From remirks
they have made to me it is clear that the personal contaets
they established at howe with members of the British
delegation have left them in no doubt of the evident
intention of His Majesty’s Government to press on to a
conclusion the great work to which they have set their
hand. There is one passage in the speech of the Secretary
of State at the conclusion of the Conference to which I
would particularly refer. -~ You will remember that some
pressure was put on-the Seeretary of State by members
of the Indian delegation to enter a definite date in the
Bill at which time the Federation should come into being.
The Secretary of State explained the grave difficulties in
the way of that suggestion, but gave two pledges, the
importance of which has, I feel sure, not been Jost on
public opinion in this eountry. In the first place the
Secretary of State declared that it is not the intention of
His Majesty’s (Government to inaugurate any kind of
provineial aatonomy under conditions which might leave
Federation to follow on as a mere contingeney in the
fature. In the second place, speaking not only for the
British Government, but for the British delegation as a
whole, he stated that between now and the passage of the
Bill His Majesty’s Government would do everything within
their power to remove any obstacles that may at present
stand in the way of the Federation coming into being at
as early a dste as possible. These assurances were given
as a declaration nublicly made of the eourse His Majesty’s
Government have set themselves to follow,

Tiet us then paunse for a moment and take stock of
the position. The series of three Round Table Conferences
has completed the period of preparation. Tt now lies with
s Majesty’s Government to place their proposals before
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Parliament. The broad lines of their programme are
already known to you. They intend without loss of time
to embody their scheme of constitutional reform in what
is commonly described as a White Paper for presentation
to Parliament. The White Paper, though not itself a
Bill, will contain the definite proposals of IHis Majesty’s
Government. The publiec memory is sometimes short, so
I take the liberty of reminding Hon’ble Members of the
reasons given for the procedure contemplated. As the
Secrctary of State has said, it has been the intention of
sueccessive Governments that a Joint Seleet Committee of
both Houses of Parliament should be ealled upon at some
stage to examine the proposals for constifutional reform.
In recommending to Parliament that this important task
shall he performed before any Bill is introdueed, His
Majesty’s Government (and here I am quoting the words
used by the Secretary of State last year) hope to facilitate
Indian eo-operation and ensure its effective influence in
what is probably the most important stage in the shaping
of the constitutional reform and at a time before irrevoeable
decisions are taken by Parliament. The procedure Parlia-
ment will follow, once the White Paper has been presented,
is of course a matter for Parliament itsclf to deeide ; but
T have no doubt that the Secretary of State will shortly
make clear the exact intentions of Hig Majesty’s Govern-
ment as regards the lines of future procedure and T am
confident that places will be found for some representatives
of the Indian Legislature among the persons to be called
into consultation with the Joint Select Committee. In
the meantime I disclose no secrets when I say that the
present is a period of considerable official activity both
in the India Office and here in the departments of my
Government in completing material required for inclusion
in the White Paper. I can understand the impatience of
those who wish to see the White Paper and study its
contents. It may be expected to give a complete picture
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of the constitution His Majesty’s Government have in
mind, both for the form of government in the Provinees,
and for the Wederal Government at the Centre proclaiming
in its shape and composition the cssential unity of this
great country. Pardon me if I remind Ion’ble Members
that the preparation of a docnment of sueh transcending
importance requires the closest care and attention and that
this brief interval, I can give IHon’ble Members the assui-
ance that it is only a brief interval, after the conclusion
of the Conference is essential to enable the task to be well
and truly done.

There is one step of vital importance in connection
with the new constitution with which all of youn, gentlemen,
as Members of the Tndian Legislature will be directly
concerncd. I allude to the setting up of a Reserve Bank.
I need not repeat the statements of the Seeretary of State
in his reported speeches at 1he ('omference on this matter,
but you will appreciate from them that it will be necessary
to pass a Iteserve Bank Bill during the months whieh will
now intervene before the inaugnuration of the new constitu-
tion. T trusgt that we shall find ourselves in accord with
vou on all the main conditions necessary for the creation
of a sound and independent Bank, and I kope that it will
he possible to make known to you before the end of this
Session the programme for procedure in this matter.

As regards finance, T have some matters of interest to
bring to yonr attention. So far as the Budgetary position
is concerned T do not propose to anticipate the statement
to be made in four weeks time by the Finance Member.
But, as yor know, important transactions have been pro-
cceding recontly as vegards the publie debt, and T think
it mayv he appropriate if I take this oceasion to tell you
something of my Government’s plans and expectations in
this field. In all that we are dning now we have one
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paramount objeet in view, and that is to prepare the
position for the Indian Government under the new con-
stitution so that the financial foundations may be sound
and so that the new Government may find itself freed
from embarrassments in its early years. For this purpose
it is particularly important that the large volume of short
term debt maturing over the next few years should be
converted into long term securities, so that the new Govern-
nent may find itself freed from the anxiety of having to
meet substantial loan maturities during its early years.

A second object of great-and immediate importance is
to take advantage of thie improved credit of the Govern-
ment of India to reduece the rate of interest payable on
Government loans.

In order to achieve these two obhjects we have, ever
since the turn of events gave us an opportunity last year,
been working according to a carefully planned programme.
Since June 1932 we have now launched no less than four
important loan transactions three of which have been
completed. We started with a loan to meet our immediate
cash requirements in June; and followed that in August
with our first conversion operation. Then in the last ten
days we have taken two more important steps, first a cash
loan for 15 crores for which the subseription list was
opened on the 23rd January and closed in half an hour
heavily over-subseribed, followed on the 24th of January
by the announcement of a conversion offer for three issues
totalling over 50 crores which we have the right to repay
during 1933. 1 think I may say incidentally that this
must be a record in the financial history of the Government,
and T note that one very enterprising weekly journal in
Caleutta had to issue special supplements dealing with our
loans in two successive weeks. These last two operations
were, of course, closely connected, the first having been
designed to reinforce the Government’s cash position and
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to test the strength of the market as a preliminary to the
second. 1t has been very gratifying that our plan so far
has been attended with such signal sueccess.

Now there is one feature about this programme to
which [ must call speeial attention. At cach step the level
of the Government’s credit has been raised, and whereas
in June last we borrowed on a basis of somewhat over 53
per cent., the last transactions show Government’s credit
established very nearly at a 4 per cent, level. 'While this
steady raising of our credit has strengthened our own
position and will ultimately mean substantial savings in
the Budget, the process has also brought eonsiderable profit
to those members of the investing publie that have taken
advantage of the opportunities thus successively offered.
This in itself has helped to fulfil the important purpose
of vestoring confidence generally, and our latest reports
from investment centres show that this confidence among
investors is spreading. 'This must not only help the
general recovery of business but will afford us opportunities
of still further strengthening our own position, and it is
our purpose to continue on the lines hitherto so success-
fully pursued. This, gentlemen, is all of happy augury
for the future.

The steps which T have just deseribed will, T hope,
lead us towards greater economies in expenditure. But
that is only one side of the picture, and on the other it is
of equal, or perhaps even greater importance, to. consider
the economie development of the country. I think it is
true to say that there is now in the world, and partieularly
in India, a growing senge that in present world conditions
gome sort of economic planning is necessary for every
country. My QGovernment is very much alive to this
feeling and here again we have our eyes on the future and
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desire to prepare for the new Government measures for
providing more accurate statistical information, and for
evolving a co-ordinated economie policy. 1 hope that we
shall shortly be able to make known certain plans in this
connection which are now under our consideration. At
the moment I wish to call your attention to one particular
matter on which we are taking action which is an important
illustration of the work which requires to he done in this
field. Communications and transport arve of vital import-
ance in the development of every country, but more
especially to a eountry so-vast-as India. The competition
of road and rail traunsport has produced acute problems
in many countries, and, although in India these problems
are not yet so acute as in some other continents, it is
essential that a properly co-ordinated plan should hbe
prepared if we are to avoid the serious difficulties which
are being faced clsewhere. A valuable report on this
subject has just been ecompleted for the Government by
two expert officers and we propose as soon as possible after
the econelusion of this Session to hold a conference at which
all Provincial Governments, the Railway Board, and
gertain unofficial organisations will be represented. This
conference will deal with questions sneh as the co-ordinated
development of roads and railways, the methods by which
such development may be financed, the taxation of motor
transport and other kindred matters. It is a particularly
appropriate oceasion for the discussion of these questions,
beeause after a long period of restriction in public expendi-
ture we are now, I hope, approaching times, when, aided
by the consolidation of our financial position and the
improvement of our eredit to which T have already referred,
and with prospeets of cheap money, we may be able to
initiate plans which will not only permanently improve the
economie productivity of the country, but in their execution
help to set money in cireulation which is so necessary in
the present depression.
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In leaving you to your duties 1 earnestly pray that
sound judgment and a desire tor mutual understanding
and good-w:ll may characterise this Session of the Legisla-
ture and may thus carry India further forward to the
fulfilment of her legitimate aims and aspirations.

DEPUTATION OF THE ZEMINDARS OF AGRA PRO-
VINCE AND BRITISH INDIAN ASSOCIATION OF
TALUQDARS OF OUDH.

His Excellency the Vieeroy received a deputation of the 23rd February
Zemindars of Agra Province and the British Indian Assoeia- ’
tion of Talugdars of Oudh at The Viceroy’s House, New Delhi,
on the 23rd February 1933 and replied in the following terms -~

Gentlemen,—I have listened with the greatest interest
to the address which you the Members of the Agra
Province Zamindars’ Association and the British Indian
Association of the Taluqdars of Qudh have presented to
me. Your two Associations jointly represent the great
landholding intercsts in_ the United Provinecs. Both
have played a prominent part in the public life of the
Provinee and can look with pride on service gladly and
generously given for the common good.

Now that we stand on the threshold of far-reaching
changes in the svstem of government, it is only natural
and right that you should interest vourselves to ensure
that the changes made should not prejndice the great
interests you represent, and let me assure you that, having
been a landowner myself in my own country, [ fully
sympathise with your anxieties with regard to the future.
In the cireumstances, I have been only too glad to give
you this opportunity to come and let me know from your
own lips exaetly the matters to which in the new order
of things you will attach importance.
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I notice in the first place that you devote econsiderable
space in your address to the extent of your speeial
representation in the new legislatures as a matter on
which you have strong feelings. I do not propose to go
back in any detail over past discussions of this question ;
but I recall the importance given to the same topic in
the address pressed in 1930 by a deputation of the All-
India Landholders to my predecessor Lord Irwin. The
particular request you now make is that in the new
Legislative Council of the Umited Provinees the number
of special landholders seats should be inereased from six
to twelve., You also ask for adeguate representation in
the Federal Legislatures.

As you are aware, His Majesty’s Government are now
seized of the whole question of constitutional reform,
central and provincial. After prolonged diseussion in a
series of Round Table Conferences, His Majesty's Govern-
ment, are now preparing proposals whieh within the eourse
of the next few weeks they will present in the form of
a White Paper to Parliament. Tt is intended that the
proposals put forward by His Majesty’s Government will
first be subjected to the serutiny of a Joint Seleet Com-
mittee of both Houses of Parliament, and finally Parlia
ment itself will undertake the responsibility of seeuring
their legislative enactment.

You will readily understand that, while this is the
position, 1 cannot give vou anything in the nature of
definite replies to your questions either om the subjeet
of your future representation in the legislatures, or on
the other points relative to the new constitution which
you raise in your address. T have, however, bhriefly
indieated the process by which these and all constitutional
gquestions will be brought under Parliamentary discussion in
order to assure you that decisions will not be hastily taken
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and that full opportunity will be given for the views of
different interests to be heard and appreeiated. Since
no decisions have yet been taken, T cannot tell you whether
room can be found for a representative of the landholders
to be included among the Indian representatives invited
to confer with the Joint Select Committee ; but I ean
assure von that if for any reason this is not found possible
I shall press very strongly that you should be given the
fullest opportunity for which yo1 ask to lead your own
evidence before that body.

My remarks are not of course confined to your
representation in the legislatures. 'The same process of
Parliamentary discussion relates also to sueh matters as
tha safegunarding of your proprietary rights and the
establishnient of a Second Chamber in the United Pro-
vinees. 1 ean and will do my part in making your views
fully known to the Seeretary of State. Yon on your
part need have no fear that wou will lack opportunity to
make your views known to Parliament. On one point
only T feel that T owc it ta yvou to express a caution.
Your representation in the provincial legislatures at its
present fieure without proportionate inercase was made
the subject of deeision by IIis Majesty’s Government ip
the course of their Communal Award under which the
allocation was settled of each seat in the legislature of
each provinee. If you will read the fourth paragraph
of the statement attached to that deeision you will observe
that Hig Majesty’s Government are unwilling to reopen
a matter which for them is now closed except in the
speeial ecireumstanees therein indiecated.

Gentlemen, it has been a great pleasure to meet you
and hear your views, and I trust that my reply may have
made clear to your minds the situation in regard to those
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matters in  which you are naturally deeply con-
cerned. You come of a class from whieh the country
may well find its natural leaders. I am sure I may rely
on you to play as great a part in the new conditions of
the future as you have played in the more familiar con-
ditions of the past,

DEPUTATION OF THE S8SRI BHARAT DHARMA
MAHAMANDAL.

A deputation of the Sri-Bharat Dharma Mahamandal waited
on His Kxeellency the Vieeroy at the Vieeroy’s House, New
Delhi, on the 27th Febrnary and read the following address :—

May it please Your Excellency,—We, the representa-
tives of the all-Tndia Sanatanist Association—Sri Bharat
Dharma Mahamandal, beg to express our deep gratitude
to Your Excellency, the highest representative of our
beloved King-Emperor. for sparing time to receive our
deputation.

2. The saints and savants eonnected with this religious
Association pray at the outset to the Almighty Father
of All to bless Your Execellency with long and happy
life ; and they further pray :—

(@) May Your Excellency’s rule over this holy land
treasuring up spiritual eulture meet with success and
establish affectionate velations between England and
India.

(b) May Your Excelleney discover the root causes
of the present deplorable unrest, disruption of soecial
orders, leading to Godless pursuits by both men and
women and gradual disappearance of the sense of
reverence for all classes of elders—the great evils that
are dangerous alike to the rulers and the ruled.
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(¢) May Your Excellency be able to maintain firmly
and uninterruptedly the gloripus and wise policy of the
mighty British Empire—the poliey of non-interference
with religious bheliefs and sacred social orders of the
people of this land of religions and thus keep strong and
alive the happy and cordial relations between Tndia and
England which the ‘“ Karmas >’ of both the nations have
established in the interest of humanity and peace.

(d) May Your Fxeellency’s government realise that
the preservation of good government, law and order based
on justice and truth can _only be achieved through firm
faith in Divine guidance which under the present system
of Godless education has been disappearing steadily aud
uncheeked all over the world.

3. The basie principles of the ereed of the Sanatanists
who form the bulk of the population of India and the
oternal creed, whieh have so successfully stood the hardest
tests of both the ancient and medern history, are, among
others :—

(¢) ¥aith in the existence of the highly oceult world
behind this mortal world

(b) Faith in the King as respousible representafive
of the Devas-—the high Governors of the oecult world and
therefore proteetor of the people and defender of their
religion,

(¢) Faith in the Divine universal Law of Karma,
i.e., of actions and re-actions of individuals and of nations
which guide their destinies ;

(d) Waith in hereditary caste system and stages of
life established on the principles of birth-right and purity
of physical and super-physical bodies through finer forces
of nature derived from Shuddha-ashuddha viveka—the
so-called touchability and untouchability ;

p2
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(e) Faith in the transmigration of Souls and cyele
of births and re-births, working under the Divine law of
Karma ;

(f) Faith in the sanctity of women based on their
Satitwa, i.e., the unique self-dedjcation of an extreme
nature for preserving the purity and spirituality of the
pre-historie race ; and

(g) Tolerance and catholicity in respecting leliefs of
other ereeds of the worlds as so many different paths to
reach the Same One Goal—CI1[ll OMNIPRESENT
ALMIGHTY GOD-—and never to interfere with their
observanees.

4, Having a firm faith in the above mentioned creed,
in the prineiple of evolation through births and re-births,
in soeial order based on hereditary rank and privileges
acquired through actions of present and past existences,
and in the mighty oceult organisation guiding the destiny
of this world, the spivit and life of the Sanatanists is
guite different from those of other communities in India
and their creed is essentially different from other old or
new ereeds of the country. According to their ereed,
training and nature, they give religion the foremost place
in their life and aecording to the injunctions of their
Shastras they are friendly towards others devoted to the
uplift of humanity by their sacrifice and all-embracing
catholicity and loyalty to the King, looking to their
Sovercign as the Agent of High Oceult Governors to
proteet the religion and socio-religious orders of all his
subjects. We have always been in favour of peaceful
evolution and since the Vieeroyalty of Lord Minto, we
have in our own way been approaching the highest
authorities of the country and have invariably received
kind assurances. We now beg to submit that from such
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a worthy, learned, experienced, strong-minded and far-
seeing Representative of King-Hmperor as Your Excel-
lency is, this Central All-Tndia Association of the
Sanatanists cherishes the hope of realising its long-sought
for prayers, which may be specified as follows :—

(A) That India is the land of religions and that the
religion and religious sacraments of its inhabitants, so
dear to them, may not be interfered with under any
gircumstances ; and may Your Excellency kindly do all
that is needful for a cleav recognition of this principle
in the coming eonstitution of Tndia ;

(B) That the Sanatanists who at all times have been
loyal to their beloved Emperor and respected law and
order look to the Government for the protection of their
religion, their sacraments and their socio-religious order
(Varnashrama) and expeet that a wise farsighted and
just ruler Like Your Exeelleney would vouchsafe them,
the protection they have always cnjoved under the aegis
of the benign British Government ;

{C) That the present 'system of edueation being
divorced from religion is producing a most baneful effeet
on the minds of the rising generation and we respectfnlly
beg to draw Your Exeelleney’s attention to what Lord
Irwin, Your Excelleney’s predecessor, asserfed in reply
to our representation by stating that ** The object of all
true education is to build character, and character
ultimately depends npon the moral sanctions which a man
or woman accepts as final in his or her daily life. Such
sanctions are found most surely in religion, and if we
neglect the place of religion in education, we are rejecting
the most powerful instrument to assist us in onr work.”’
So practical facilities for religions training and spiritual
eulture of all eommunities of this vast Kmpire be given
for permanent peace and safety of the Kmpire.
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The Aryamahila Hitakarini Mahaparishad co-operat-
ing with Mahamandal have made a small heginning by
establishing an academy for the training of women as
teachers and preachers. Tor men it is extremely nrgent
to bring out large numbers of relizions preachers and
teachers. For more than a quarter of a century the
Mahamandal in its own humble way has bheen training
such teachers who are doing useful work in all parts of
the country. But the present condition of the country
imperatively demands the serviees of a very large number
of such trained teachers and this demand can easily be
met through the help of the Government Sanskrit College
here, which is an institution of purcly Sanatanist type,
whereas the diseipline jg conformable in all respeets to
the Dharma Shastras as laid down by Manu and which
was established mainly for the preservation and cultiva-
tion of the Sanskrit literature and religion of that nation
(the Sanatanists) at this eentre of their faith and the
common resort of their tribes. (Vide pages 1 and ¢
sketch of the Rise and Progress of the Benares Pathshala.)

We hope Your Excellency, who has a wide experience
of the eountry and who had been at its helm for not less
than 15 years, will not lose sight of the present moment
and will congider with sympathy this proposal also which
we intend to make through the proper channel to seek
Your Excelleney’s patronage towards the imparting of
religious education by permitting the Sri Bharat Dharma
Mahamandal to open elasses to train more religious
teachers and bring them out in required number under
the supervision of the Principal of that institution in the
Government Sanskrit College, Benares.

And

(D) That Your Excellency with your farsighted
policy will carefully and anxiously consider the terms
of legislative measures now pending or likely to he brought



Speeches by the Earl of Willingdon. 215

Deputation of the Svi Bharat Dharma Mahamandal.

in future affecting the religion and sentiments of the
Sanatanists and their socio-religious order before lending
them jyour weight, lest the so-called reformers in their
overzeal do any injury to our most cherished sentiments
and traditions and thus disturb the peace and tranquillitys
of the land so dear to us. We would like to draw Your
Excelleney’s attention to the very serious question of
temple entry by the untonchables, which is being pressed
in and out not hy the so-called untouchables but by the
present politiecal leaders of the country, working under
political motives, and the numerous endeavours that are
being made by them in- the legislatures by introduction
of bills under different designations, e.g., Bill for removal
of untouchability, the Hindu Divoree Bill, the Hindu
Marriage Bill, Temple Entry DBill, ete., ete. All these
Bills if sanetioned by Your Ixeellency’s Government will
affect the Sanatanists’ religious sentiments very seriously
and may shake the foundation of their traditional loyalty.
It would not be out of place here to recall the different
proclamations from fime to time issued by the late
Empress Queen Vietoria and subsequently by Heirs of
the Royal Family to the 'effect of not interfering in
religions of the country. We would therefore pray Your
Excellency to be very cautious in such matters and be
good enough to stop the mischief in the bud.

We heg most respectfully to repeat onr prayers for
Your Excelleney’s long life and happiness and conclude
with hearty prayver for the long life and continued
happiness of our heloved Emperor and for affectionate
relations between England and India for the peace and
tranquillity of both the nations and for spiritual advance-
ment of the world.

His Excelleney in reply said :—

Gentlemen,—Tt is a very great pleasure to me to have
this opportunity to meet you here this morning represent-
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ing as you do the Members of the All-Tndia Sanatanist
Asgsociation—Sri  Bharat Dharma Mahamandal—an or-
ganization which, as I understand it, contains within its
membership eentlemen of the highest standing in  the
country, including great scholars and those who by their
religious practice and precept are held in great reverence
and respeet by all who follow the Hindu faith,

It was a matter of great regret to me that I was
foreced to cancel a part of my tour last month as a result
of which T was deprived of the pleasure of meeting you,
as it had been arranged that I should do, in the historie
city of Benares.

I deeply appreciate the loyal wishes with whieh you
opened your address, and shave to the full your hopes
that the relations between England and India may be
guided by a mutual affection and understanding which
will ensure peace and contentment amongst our peoples.
Let me also thank you tor the beautiful casket in which
your address has been presented, depicting on its ten sides
the divine Avataras of your relizion.

It 1 turn to the important matters which you have
raised in your address I would fiest say that it seems that
you are apprehengive that your religion and religious
customs and beliefs, to which you rightly attach so much
importance, may not be given adequate protection under
the nmew constitution and you ask that the principle of
non-interference with religious matters should be fully
recognised in the coming constitution of India. This
question is one of the questions whicli has been considered
by the Round Table Confercnee, though possibly it has
received less attention than the more mundane matters
with which the Conference has dealt. The matter, how-
ever, has not been lost sight of, for you are no doubt
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aware that the Provineial Constitution Sub-Committee of
the First Round Table Conference recommended that it
should not he lawful for any legislation affecting the
religion or religions rvites of any class or community in
a provinee 1o be introdueed without the previous sanction
of the (tovermor., A similar proposal in regard to bills
in the federal legislature has also been made by the recent
Round Table (‘onference which agreed that the previous
sanction of the Governor-General should be required to
bills affecting religion, religious rites or usages. This
question was also raised by vou, Maharajadhiraja, in the
Plenary Session of the Second Round Table Conference,
and the views whieh you then put forward on that matter
have no doubt reccived the careful consideration of His
Majesty’s Government, The proposals of Ilis Majesty’s
Government will shortly be made publie when the White
Paper is published, aud it will then be open to you, if
vou consider that this principle of non-interference has
not been adequately recognised, to represent your views
hetfore the doint Seleet Committee, and T can undertake
to forward to the Necvetary of State for communication
to that Committee any representation which you may
wish to make.

You rightly comment on the necessity of eonbining
religions and secular edueation, and T fully coneur in
the opiuion of wmy predecessor lord Trwin, which you
have quoted, that il we negleet the place of religion in
education. we ave rejecting the most powerful instrument
to assist us in our work. You have for many years been
training teachers for this work. You are now trying to
merease the sntput of teachers, and [ am particularly
ulad to see that yvou have recognised the importanee of
establishing an academy for the training of wowmen as
teachers and preachers. You wish to make further
developments of this work and suggest that in this matter
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the Government Sanskrit College of Benares can be of
great assistance. Edueation is. as you know, a matter
entrusted to Provincial Governments, and it is not
possible for the Government of India to give direct
assistance in any matter of this kind. T have no doubt,
however, that the Government of the [Tnited Provineces
are fully alive to the importance of the work which you
have started and will give vou such assistance as lies in
their power. I cannot do more at this stage than under-
take to bring your request to the noticc of that Govern-
ment. It will be for you to represent the matter in great
detail to them,

Finally you refer to the Legislative measures now
pending in the Central Legislature which aim at removing
by means of legislation the disabilities from which eertain
untouchable castes suffer in regard to the question of
temple entry. My views and those of my Government
have already been made clear,

I held that the questions raised by the Bills which
certain members desired to introduce in the Madras
Liegislative Council affected: the religions beliefs and
practices of the Hindu eommunity generally. They could
not therefore suitably be diseussed in a Provineial (founcil
and so I refused sanction to their introduetion. At the
same time I allowed similar Bills to be introduced in the
Jentral Legislature, but in eranting the sancticn 1 made
it clear that it was in my opinion and in the opinion of
the Government of India essential that consideration of
these proposals should not proceed unless they were sub-
jected to the fullest examination in all their aspeets not
merely in the Legislature but also outside it by all who
will be affected by them. This purpose could only be
satisfled if the Bills were widely circulated and adequate
time were given to all classes of Hindus to form and ex-
press their considered views. In this way opportunity
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would be given to you to put torward your views and
the arguments which you have placed before me before
the general public and te convinee those who now differ
from von that these are matters whieh cannot suitably be
decided hv the legislature. T do not antieipate that sueh
discussions reed prove prejudicial to your religion ; with
the constitutional developments to which we are now look-
g forward, it is inevitable that questions of all kinds
will come more and more under publie discussion. Those
who stand upon the aneient ways must be prepared—
and indeed there are signs that they are now prepared—-
to come forward into the avena of-publie diseussion, and
Justifyv their views.

In conelusion let me thank you, gentlemen, once
again for vour good wishes and particularly for your
praver that T may be instrmmental in establishing
affectionate velations between my eountry and yours—an
object. for which T have always striven during the years
that 1 have had the privilege of living in and working
for India.

BANQUET AT BHOPAL,

His Highness the Nawab of Bhopal gave a Banquet in
honour of Their Excellencies’ visit to his State. Tn reply to the
toast of his health His Excelleney the Vieeroy said :—

Your Highness, Ladies and Gentlemen,—Allow me to
thank you most gratefully for the very cordial manner
in which you have responded to the toast of the health
of Her Excellency and myself which has been proposed
for wvour acceptance in such charming and graceful
language by ¥is Highness tonight. 1 thank you, Sir,

&th March
1933,
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for all the generous remarks which you have made about
us both and T am delighted to feel that at long last we
find ourselves enjoying vour hospitality in Bhopal. And
1 assure you, Sir, that our presence here recalls the
happiest recollections to our minds of our first visit to
your State—of the valued friendship which we had for
many vears with that wonderful Lady, your Mother,
who, as a Ruler, held a unique position in India and
whose wise and sympathetic administration of her people
will never be forgotten by Your Ilighness’ faithful and
loval subjects in DBhopal. 1 cun reccollect another and a
rather more domestie -matter in connection with that
visit to which you have already referved and T wish to
develop more fully your remarks on that watter. Your
Hichness, T think 1 am right in saying that my wife held
in her arms the bride of today when she was only a week
old, and this memory gives an added pleasure to our
visit by the fact that we are both able to give our blessing
and wish all luck to a young lady whom we have known
since she was a baby in-arms.  To Abida Begum and to
the lucky bridegroom, the Nawab of Kurwai, Her
Excelleney and T with deepest smeerity wish everything
of the best in what I trust may be a long, happy and
suceessful married life. Thesc two young people have
hoth been bhorn to great responsibilities ; and they will,
I am sure, undertake them in the best and truest interests
of their subjects whose welfare T am sure will always be
their chief coneern among all their many public aetivities.

Your Highness, vou have made some very flattering
remarks with regard to the married life of Her Kxeelloney
and myself and have suggested that from the wealth of
my experiences [ should give the young couple a word of
adviee as to how to be happy though married. This is
indeed a diffieult problem to deal with at any time and
doubly more difficult for me in the presence of my wife.
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sut might I make the following suggestion to Your High-

ness whieh might prove helpful to the young couple in the
future. Lt the bride have a short talk to ller Excellency
and she will learn very quickly how completely to manage
her husband ; let the Nawab come and have a word with me
and 1 think I could explain to him how not to get into
trouble with his wife. As a result of these talks and the
good advice they will receive 1 should be full of confidence
that their married life in future years will be as com-
pletely happy as mine has been since the day, a few years
ago, when [ was married.

The Nawab of Kurwal, the fortunate bridegroom
whom we are about to welcome, comes of sturdy Afghan
stock and his forebears were the Rulers of Kurwai within
a few years of the founding of the Bhopal State. Ile has
what I may be allowed to consider has been to him the
advantage of a first class edueation in England, and he
has held a Comunission in the British Army. So we may
all agree that he brings to his distinguished bride the
greatest assets to make for her happiness. The two houses
are of the same Afghan origin and their alliance must
be a matter of mutual jubilation and congratulation.
Rather than offer adviece based on personal experience
I will only say that from the core of our hearts Her
Excellency and I hope that they will always be as happy
and contented as we have heen.

Your Ilighmess, I have referred to my first visit to
Bhopal when you were a young man under the guidance
of your Mother. Let me turn to the time, when I came
out to India as Vieeroy two years ago, when 1 was
fortunate enough to find you holding the high office of
Chancellor of the Chamber of Princes. Tn this way we
came immediately into elose eontact over diffienlt questions
regarding  Federation and other momentous matters
affecting your Order. T may say that I have had first-
hand experience of Your Highness’ indefatigable energy.
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In your efforts to help me you proved to be a most thorough
aud tireless worker and, if I may say so, these qualities
have characterised the seven years of your rule. Under
the close supervision which Your Highuess has given to
all the branches of your administration each and every
department has shown a steady improvement in its work.
At the same time we all know that Your 1lighness finds
time to excel in the world of sport. In spite of enforced
absence throngh multifarious duties and aectivities for
over two years from first elass polo vou recently suceeeded
in leading to victory His Tlighness the Maharaja of
Kashmir’s team in the Prinee’ of Wales’ Tournament at
Delhi. T had the pleasure of walehing the games and
the feature that stamped Your Highness’ play was an
amazing sense of anticipation which resulted in your
being in the right place to do the right thing at the right
time. This asset has, I am sure, always stood you in
good stead and will continue to be the basis of your sound
administration.

The very generous coneessions which Your IHighness,
following the mnoble traditions of your House, has
announeed on this happy oceasion are all the more
laudable when one considers the difficult time that all
States and Provineces are passing through at present and
they will, I am sure, prove a gesture to your people that
will lead them to share your happiness to the full. I
must also commend your decision to curtail unnecessary
pomp and display in order to lessen the burden on your
State—a decision whieh is entirely in keeping with your
character.

Your Highnest, I am indeed happy to know that T
can count on your unfailing support in the big issues
that still lie before us for I know it will prove a great
factor towards their expeditious solution. Then let us
hope that we shall be able to participate in the mere
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frivolous Conferenees which you have predieted ; when
we can give vent to our views on matters of less moment
snch as body line howling and lifting the polo ball off
a free hit at the opponent’s goal.

Ladies and Gentlemen, 1 must not keep you longer
but 1 cannot conclude without thanking Your Highness
very warmly on behalf of all your guests and, especially
on  behalf of Lady Willingdon and myself, for the
extremely pleasant time vou are giving us here. Our
visit is perforce all too fleeting hut you could not have
done more for onr comfort and enjoyment. Every one
here must feel it is a truly memorable occasion and that
it is as mueh a privilege as a pleasure to have taken part
in this marviage cercmiony of Abida DBegum and the
Nawab of Kuwrwai. In the years to come, for all of us,
this day will ever remain a day of pleasant memories and
happy recollections,

Liadies and Gentlewen, 1 ask you to drink to the long
life of Their Highnesses the Nawah and Begum of Bhopal
and to wish His Highness continued success in the ad-
ministration of his impovtant State.

LAYING OF THE FOUNDATION STONE OF THE LADY
WILLINGDON GIRLS HIGH SCHOOL AT DATIA.
His Bxeclloney the Vieeroy made the following speech at
the laying of the foundation stone of the Lady Willingdon
Girls’ High Sehool st Datia by Her Fxeellency on the 7th
Muareh :—

Your Highness, Ladies ond Gentlemen,—1 am
extremely glad that it has now been found possible to
allay the great disappointment which Her Fxcellency and
1 felt at having to cancel the tour we had arranged in
January. Our visit to Datia is perforce a very fleeting
one but we are particularly delighted to have this

7th March
1933.
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opportunity of renewing our old friendship with Your
Highness, a friendship that dates back to the time when
I was Governor of Bormbay.

Before Her Excellency carries out the request that
has just been made to her, let nie say on her behalf and
on my own how grateful we are to Your ITighness for
the eordial manner in which you have welecomed us to
vour State today ; our presence herc calls to mnind the
long and happy personal relations which we can claim
with Your Highness for many years which makes our
visit here all the more delishtful to us both. Let me
thank Your Highness too for the kindly terms in which
you have expressed your appregiation of such humble
services as we have been able to render to this great
country, and assurc you that we consider it a great
privilege to be here to assist in guiding India forward
at this most interesting juncture to the great future that
we all feel confident lies before her. For our part we
wish to congratnlate Your Iliehness heartily on the Silver
Jubilee of your rule which has recently been celebrated.
It we look back over-the 25 years during which Your
ITighness has been guiding the administration of Datia,
the retrospect is one that must he a source of highest
satisfaction to Your Ilighness and to vour people. Great
progress has been made in all the important Departments
of the State and the honour of the G. ¢, 1. E,) which was
conferred upon Your Ilighness last June, is welcome
evidence of the manner in which your loyal serviees are
appreciated by Iis Majesty the King-Emperor. I also
wish to commend the faithful assistance Your Iighness
has been given by your Chief Minister, Qazi Nir Aziz-ud-
Din Ahmed, an able officer of wide experience and sound
judgment.

The ceremony for which we are gathered here today
is a happy illustration of the very deep-interest which
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Your Highness takes in the welfare of your people. In
the field of education Your Ilighness has shown yourself
to be possessed of wide and liberal views ; free and
compulsory education has becn established and now the
State is to be provided with a High School for girls.
I should like to say again how gratefnl we ara for the
honour Your Highness has bestowed on us by marking
our visit in sueh a fitting manner. Iler Excellency always
has the welfare of the womanhood of India at heart and
her work to further their interests is, if T may say so,
unremitting, She is therefore delighted to accept the
invitation Your lighness has extended to her today.

Her Esxcellency before laying the foundation stone
said +—

Your Highness, Ladies and Gentlemen,—1 am very
proud to think that this School, of which T am now going
to lay the foundation stone, will bear my name.
I fervently hope that when it is established it will prove
a blessing to the people of Datia and T wish the Staff
every success in the work that lies before them.

OPENING OF THE UHL RIVER HYDRO-ELECTRIC
UNDERTAKING AT LAHORE.

His Exeelleney the Vieeroy in opening the Uhl River Hydro-
Electric undertaking at Lahore on the 10th Mareh 1933 said :—

Dr. Gokul Chand Narang—As 1 sat here this
morning and listened to the detailed statement of the
Chief Engineer, Mr. Thomas, and to your very interesting
and inspiring aceount of the history of the inception
and completion of this vast projeet, and the difficulties
that have been overcome in securing the successful
achievement of this great engineering work, my mind

L20PSV Q
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went back to a day about a year ago when I sat and
heard rather similar speeches made by those who were
chiefly responsible for the creation of that huge project,
the Sukkur Barrage scheme, with the details of which
1 had something to do when I was Governor of Bombay
and which was sneeessfully completed under the guiding
hand and through the driving forece of my sueerssor
there, Lord Liloyd.

You, Sir, today, just as they, when I opened the
Sukkur scheme, have expressed yourself in terms of
justifiable pride and satisfaction. at the completion of
this great project, and my first duty is very warmly to
congratulate you as Minister in churge of this great work,
and my second, very speeially to congratulate all those
from the highest to the lowest, who in their exeentive
capacity, after many years of untiring devoted labour,
have successfully finished thein tremendous task which is
bound to stimulate by the supply of cheap power in-
dustrial development in this Province, and to give the
advantages of modern amenities of life and eomfort to
thousands of your people by the supply of eleetrie lighting
to their homes. 1 feel it a great privilege and pride to
have been invited here today to perform the prineipal
part in this eeremony hy touching that lever, of which
you have spoken, and letting loose this electric power for
the service of man.

Whest T was Governor-General of Canada, I had
many opportunities of seeing for myself the great hydro-
electric underfakings which have been carried out in the
Dominion where more than 250 million pounds are
invested in central eleetric power stations. In the
Province of Ontario alone there are at present in use
nearly 40 water-power plants generating about 11 million
horse-power. Electrical development proceeded at first
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in annnal steps of about thirty to forty thousand horse-
power, but latterly at the rate of about one hundred
thousand horse-power yearly,

By harnessing water Canada has facilitated the
growth of her large industries and in the comparatively
short period of ten years has altered her whole commercial
outlook. Indeed it may be interesting to let you know
that during my time of oftice there. (anada with only ten
million people had  beeome the fifth trading nation of
the world.

About four vears ago the Government of the Irish
Free State completed their first. great hydro-electrie
scheme on the river Shannon and I am credibly informed
that so rapid has been the development of the demand
for eclectricity there that already they arve engaging on
its enlargement.

Here in India, during many years of serviee with
wide opportunities of sceing all parts of the country, 1
have been tremendously impressed with the great irriga-
tion schemes which have minimised the danger of famine
and protected our people from the oppression of starva-
tion. While I think I am right in saying that the great
Tata firm of Bombay were the first to initiate hydro-
electric enterprise in India, and that there are other hydro-
eleetric projects already in existence or under completion
in the South--perhaps 1 might refer partienlarly to the
Pykara project whiech was started when 1 was Governor
of Madras—jyou can now eclaim in the Punjab that you
have initiated probably the greatest hydro-eleetric project
in the country. And it is with a feeling of great pride
that T ean claim that security from famine and great
power scheues for industrial development have been
largely produced through the brains and engineering skill
of my countrvmen or by men who came of British stock,

L20P8V <2
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and that whatever our detractors may say, we are hand-
ing over to the responsibility of the new Governments when
the reforms come into being, an India more easy to
administer, more certain of development than it was when
we took over its trusteeship many years ago.

I mention these instances of eleetrical development
by Governments or Jocal administrations for two reasons.
Firstly, lest there may be some local tendency to regard
a hydro-electric undertaking as too advanced or new
fangled, and secondly, lest it may be thought venturesome
or speculative. While it would not be right for me to
indulge in prophecy  with 'regard to the Uhl River
Undertaking, this much 1 can say, the coming age will
he one of electriecity and the nses to which electricity cun
be put are constantly widening. Wherever electricity is
newly introduced the benefits which follow in its train
become so guickly obvious, that it secms to create its own
market, T do not wish to imply that it is superfluous to
trouble about finding eonsumers but 1 do think that there
are good general grounds for a healthy optimism.

When we are on the eve of constitutional Reforms,
it is, I think, well to reflect on the great assets which the
newly constituted Punjab Government will inherit from
its predecessors. Those assets include the largest system
of canal irrigation in the world which not only brings
in approximately half the revenue of the Province, but
which has also added immensely to the welfare of the
people and the importance of the Punjab as a souree of
agricultural products ; a carefully thought out system
of arterial and intra provincial roads ; a well developed
scheme of forest conservanecy and production ; and lastly
this new source of energy in this great hydro-electric
projeect which it is my proud privilege to open today.
T sineerely hope that when the new Government comes
into power, it will appreciate the efforts of its predecessors
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and will carry on the good work with a view to promoting
industry and ameliorating the lot of the people.

1 am glad that you saw fit to inclnde in your address
those passages from a note by the late Colonel Battye.
They show the spirit which dominated his enthusiasm
and the hich ideals he held. 1 feel a keen sense of loss
that he is not here to rejolee with us today on the successful
culmination of this great achievement.

It has also given me pleasure to hear your apprecia-
tion of the eourteous co-operation of His Ilighness the
Raja of Mandi, and [ can well realise the encouragement
which has resulted from the visits-.to the works of His
Excellency Sir Geoffrey de Montmorency and his timely
recognition of the labours in tunnelling.

And here, ladies and gentlemen, T feel you will
appreciate a brief digression from the subject of hydro-
electricity if T take this opportunity of saying a few
words about His Exeellency, your distinguished Governor,
whose services the Punjab is shortly going to lose. We
all know in what great esteem he iy held by the people
of this Province and this country for he has made his
mark on India and established a firm place for himself
in the history of Indian administration. You must all
be proud to feel that he started his serviece in your
Province and quickly acquired a high reputation as a
district officer. From that position he has risen to the
most responsible position he can hold owing to qualities
we must all admire. As administrator he realises to the
full what is surely the first essential to one who deals
with polities, that polities are essentially a human seienece
whose subjeet matter is human beings. He has shown a
shrewdness of jndgment combined with a gift of appre-
¢iation of other standpoints than his own and this has
won for him the confidence of all with whom he served.
Above all things he has cntered into the minds of the
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people he has governed. e hay guided the affairs of
the Punjab wisely through anxious times, and to me as
Vieeroy he has given unremitting support. [ know we
one and all, with hearts full of gratitude for his help and
of sorrow on his departure, wish him a speedy recovery
from that ill-health which to our misfortune has
accelerated the clogse of his eminent career,

Ladies and gentlemen, I now have great pleasure in
declaring the 1Thl River Hydro-Klectric Undertaking open.

OPENING OF THE WILLINGDON HOSPITAL FOR
WOMEN AT LAHORE.

Her Excellency the Countess of Willingdon in opening the
Willingdon Hospital tor Women at Lahore, on the 11th March
1933, made the following speech —-

Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen,~Thank you
very much indeed for the sinecre welcome you have given
me. [ find it extremely diffieult to express adequately
the pride and gratitnde [ feel today in aceepting the
invitation that has just been extended to me on behalf
of Lahore and the Punjab to 'open this great building
that is to bear my name. You have referred in very
kindly terms to the services 1 have happily been able to
render for the womanhood of India. In response, let
me assure vou that you have today greatly encouraged
me in my work by associating my name with such a
splendid hospital, fitted up, a: 1Tis Excellency has just
told us, with so many applianees which modern science
now provides to alleviate the lot of those who are in need
of medieal carec and comfort.

The picture I1is Hxcellency the Governor has drawn
proves what a long-felt gap this hospital will fill, and
from the aceount of the special features of its equipment,
I am confident that this gap could not have been filled
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with greater care and forethought. In faet T think we
can one and all endorse Ilis Exeellency’s opinion that
the hospital is unique in as far as hospitals in India are
concerned. Approximately 12 lakhs of rupees have been
expended to make the projeet perfeet and up-to-date in
every practical detail and the wungualified success that
has attended the execution of the complicated plans merits
our heartiest congratulations to all concerned. Even a
Health Centre to train nurse ‘° dais '’ has been provided
thanks to the munificence of Rai B3ahadur Amar Nath.
But were T now to extol all the outstanding qualities of
the scheme my deep interest ~and enthusiasm would
probably carry me right bevond the limits of the time
for which T am expeefed to speak.—so T think it would
he wise to reserve my remarks till T have the pleasure of
going round the building myself !

The number of cases treated during 1932 is proof of
the solid foundation upon which this hospital will start
its career of utility. 1t will, T am sure, serve other than
purely local needs and, as years go by, its sphere of
inflnence will increase steadily.  For my part, I wish it
every possible suceess in the future—indeed, [ feel that
its future is assured and T am certain that it will play a
leading part in creating greater happiness for the women
and children of Lahore and the Punjab. When I look
back, as 1 often shall, in years to come on this visit to
Lahore, 1 shall never fail to think of this building that
bears my name and of the work it will be doing in
alleviating sickness and suffering amongst those who seek
sueeour within its walls.

Your Excellency, Liadies and Gentlemen, I have the
greatest possible pleasure in declaring the Willingdon
Hospital for Women open.
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DEPUTATION OF ORTHODOX HINDUS.

His Excellency the Viceroy received an address presented
by a deputation of Orthodox Hindus at the Viceroy's House,
New Delhi, on the 17th March 1933 and replied in the following
terms —

Gentlemen,~1 have listened with much interest to
your address in which you have frankly and vigorously
put forward your considered views on both the guestion
of legislation in regard to Temple-entry and the wider
question of the constitutional reforms. In regard to the
former question, your-wviews are very similar to those
recently put before me by the ~ All-Tndia Sanatanist
Association, the Sri Bharat Dharma Mahamandal, and
like that Association, you represent the orthodox section
nf the Hindu community which iz strongly opposed to
the movement recently started to introduce changes in
the religions usages of the ITindus. Like that Association,
your Association, the All-India Varnashrama Swarajya
Sangh, counts among -its members those who by their
religious practice amd precept are held in great respect
by all who follow the ITindu faith and whose opinions in
these matters are entitled to the most careful considera-
tion. On this important question of legislation regarding
Temple-entry it is not, T am afraid, possible for me to
add to the statements which have been published by my
Government or to the reply which T gave a short time
ago to the Sri Bharat Dharma Mahamandal. As
I explained on that oceasion, in granting sanction to the
introduction of these Bills in the Central Legislature.
I made it clear that it was in my opinion and in that of
the Government of India essential that consideration of
the Bills should not proceed unless they were subjected
to the fullest examination in all their aspects not merely
in the Legislature, hut also outside by all who will be
affected by them. In saying that they should he examined
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both within and outside the Legislature, I have met to
a large extent yonr specific request that the Bills should
be cireulated not merely for eliciting ‘‘ public opinion »’
in the ordinary sense, but for eliciting specially the
opinion of the recognised religious institutions and
sssociations of the community whose religion is sought to
be affected by these Bills, This has always been my
intention and that of my Government, and T ecan give
you the assurance that if the Legislature decides to
proceed with the Bills by cireculating them to elicit publie
opinion, 1 will issue instruetions to all Liocal Governments
to see that all classes of your community are given a
full opportunity of recording their views and, in parti-
cular, that the opinions. of the heads of religious
institutions and the views of religious associations are
obtained.

You yourselves, though regretting that religious
customs which you hold so dear should form the subjeet
of political controversy, recognise, I think, that it is
inevitable under modern conditions for these questions to
come under diseussion; and- it-is in recognition of this
fact that your Association was started five years ago,
pledged to the attainment of Swaraj on lines consistent
with the ideals of your religion. You have already
largely  developed your, organisation by establishing
branches in all the Provinces and by enlisting in this
work the recognised religious heads of your ecommunity.
This is evidence of your realisation of the faet that with
the introduction of democratie institutions, the feelings
and wishes of the people ean only be interpreted and
made effective through systematie organisations. It is a
lesson that must be learnt by all those who aspire to
make their influenee felt in the new constitution.

I come now to the question of the constitutional
reforms. Tomorrow will be published the White Paper



18th March
1933.

234 Speeches by the Earl of Willingdon.

Banquet at Rampur.

containing the detailed proposals framed by His Majesty’s
Government, and you will then see to what extent they
meet your views. I wounld, however, remind you that
the main outlines of the proposed constitution have
already been accepted by His Majesty’s Government
after lengthy consultations with the delegates from British
India and the States. The final decision rests with the
British Parliament, and, as yon know, it is proposed to
set up a Joint Seleet Committee of both Ilouses of
Parliament to examine in detail the proposals that will
be contained in the White Paper. On many important
points you have your own views, and in particular you
are concerned that the safeguards for your religion should
be complete and ‘satisfactory. You will not expeet me
to discuss in detail the views you have put forward, but
I may say that T am in full sympathy with your desire
that you should have adequate opportunity of represent-
ing your views when the Joint Seleet Committee is in
session. As to the method by which this can most
conveniently he done [ ean at present say uothing, but
T will take steps to convey to the Secretary of State the
nature of the representation vou have made to e,

Gentlemen, T am very glad to have had the oppor-
tunity of meeting the Members of your organisation and
I am grateful for the impressive manner in which you
have placed your views before me.

BANQUET AT RAMPUR.

His Highness the Nawab ot Rampur gave a Banquet in
honour of His Excellency’s visit to his State. In reply to the
toast of his health His Execllency the Viceroy said :—

Your Highness, Ladies and Gentlemen—Allow me to
thank Your Highness for your charming and very
cordial greeting to me today, and to express my very
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sincere regret that Iler IExeellency was wunable to
accompany me on this visit.

Your Highness, even though the better half of me
is not here today, it is none the less a great pleasure to
tear myself away even for only a tew hours from White
Papers and other matters of administrative eoncern at
Delhi and to redeem my promise to pay a visit to Your
Highness at Rampur, to feel that T am venewing an old
friendship which T held for many years with Your
Highness’ Father and to have this opportunity of paying
vou a vigit m yonr delightful and beautiful home.

I must admit that T was shightly envious when
[ heard Your Highness’ remarks with vegard to the first
visit of a Governor-General, the Marquess of Hastings,
to Rampur when it took no less than 20 days to come
from Tmcknow—uot that 1 prefer travelling on an
elephant to travelling in an Aeroplane—but I am envious
for the reason that the Vigeroyv in days gone by apparently
had the time at their disposal to tour and to pay visits
at  their will—a pleasure which is, sad to say, most
certainly denied to the Vieeroy of today.

Your Iighness made a happy reference to the great
traditions of staunch loyalty to the Crown and the Empire
which have been maintained with ever-inereasing strength
by wvour torchears and in which you naturally feel a
justifiable prile. T am econfident that vou will worthily
uphold that tradition and that I ean count on your
co-operation in all difficulties, internal or external, small
or great, which may arise and in which the assistance of
vour State may be sought,

T was very pleased to hear your account of the many
improvements Yonr Highness has made in your State
during the comparatively short time tha! vou have been
on the Guddi. By your actions in this regard you have
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shown yourself fully worthy of the confidence bestowed
on yon when you were given your powers and I feel
sure that by continued attention to the needs of your
subjects you will do your utmost to retain that confidence.
T must also congratulate Your Highness on the generous
remissions of land revenue which you have recently made
for they are clear evidenece that you are thoughtful of
the needs of the poorest amongst your people in these
diffienlt times. My adviee to Your Highness is that in
considering schemes for the development of your State
and the advancement of the welfare of your people, the
wisest course is to temper enthusiasm with caution and
insist on the exercise of wise economy. Times are bad—
of that unfortunately there is no doubt—and it therefore
behoves nus all to control our expenditure within reasonable
limits an:d to think warily before we embark upon new
projeets involving considerable outlay.

His Fxcellency the Commander-in-Chief spoke to me,
after his recent inspection of your Army, in terms of
high praise for the smart and effieient manner in which
your troops were turned ouf, praise which T can fully
endorse from what 1 have seen of them today. I am
sure that, due to the personal interest which Your Highness
takes, and to the support and guidance of DBrigadier
Campbell and the Military Advisory Staff, should an
emergency call your Army to any theatre of War in the
future it would aequit itself in a manner worthy of the
noble traditions of your State.

I was particularly glad to hear Your Highness express
your gratitude to His Excellency Sir Maleolm Hailey
for his assistance when you have consulted him. T con-
sider that you are fortunate indeed to have such a wise
counsellor, ready and willing, as I know he is, to help
you with such problems as inevitably arise. T also appre-
ciated your reference to Sir Charles Watson and the
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Political Agents with whom you have had dealings since
your accession. Their chief wish has heen to be of service
to Your Highness and to the Government of India and
it is a source of gratification to me to learn that in this
they have achieved success.

I am grateful to Your Ilighness for having lent the
services of your Chief Minister, Sahebzada Abdussamad
Khan, as a Delegate to the Ottawa Conference and I am
happy to think that my judgment in selecting him was
not misplaced for, from all that T hear, the Indian
Delegation worked splendidly together as a team and
made a valuable contribution towards the suceess of that
unique inter-Tmperial Conference.

Ladies and Qentlemen, I ask you to join me in
drinking to the health, long life and happiness of His
Highness the Nawab of Rampur.

OPENING OF THE CHAMBER OF PRINCES.

His Bxeclleney the Vieeroy presided over the Session of
the Chamher of Princes at New Delhi on the 20th Mareh 1933
and opened the proceeding with the following address :—

Your Highnesses—I welcome you today to the twelfth
session of your Chamber since its inauguration in 1921.
This is the second time I have had the privilege of
presiding at your deliberations and in view of the
important subjects which will come under discussion
I look forward to it with lively and sympathetic interest.
The adjectives, ‘‘ momentous ’> and *‘ eritical ’’, are at
times misused and have already been applied on more
than one occasion to your Sessions. DBut who can deny
that the happenings throughout the world and in India
during the last twelve months have been of an unusual
and striking character and the annual meeting of any
Chamber, whese funetion it is to take stock of the existing

20th March
1933.
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position and to lay down plans for the future, must
necessarily reflect these conditions. I am glad that Your
Highnesses have realised this and have provided a full
attendance for the Chamber Sessions,

One Member of the Chamber has passed away since
we last met. Ilis Ilighness the Maharaja of Chhatarpur
succeeded to his State over 65 years ago and had ruled it
for more than 40 years. lle attended the Conference of
the Ruling Prinees in 1917, but age and infirmity had
prevented his joining at the Sessions of the Chamber
itself since its inceptiou. A~ man of lively mind and
wide interests, he will be missed by those of his Brother
Princes who knew him and I feel sure that you will all
join with me in expressing sympathy with the bereaved
family and in wishing happiness and prosperity to his
suceessor.

We welcome for the first time to our Chamber His
Highness the Raja of Bilaspur, who has now taken up
the burden of his high responsibilities. I am sure that
he will realise the value of his membership and will be
a regular and active attendant ot your Sessions.

Sir Prabhashankar Pattani, President of the State
Couneil, Bhavnagar, was selected to be one of the
Delegates of India to the meetings of the League of
Nations Assembly held in 1932, this being the seeond
oceasion on which the Indian States have heen represented
at the League Assembly by a States Minister. 1 feel
sure that Sir Prabhashankar Pattani worthily maintained
the traditions and prestige of the States and I await with
interest the vecord of the League proceedings which he
will lay before the Chamber,

I would wish to mention also a measure shortly
reaching completion which has always been in aceord
with the desires of this Chamber. During the past year
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arrangements have been in progress to bring into direet
relations with the Goveruwment of [ndia the remaining
Indian States whose political relations have hitherto been
conducted by the Bombay Government, and also those
who have been in relations with the Governments of the
Central Provinees and Bihar and Orissa. I hope that
the transfer may take place almost immediately and when
it does, we shall have advanced a long way towards the
completion of the poliey reecommended in the Montagu-
Chelmsford Report of some twelve years ago. It is a
poliey of whose soundness | have long been convineed and
the impending constitutional changes made me determined
that the practical diffieulties, both administrative and
financial. which have hitheeto hindered its progress must
be surmounted without delay. I would pay a tribute
to the wisdom. svmpathy and skill with which the Local
(tovernments econcerned have in the past guided and
advised the States in their political relations and it is
only the logic of events arising out of the impending
constitutional developuents and no failure on their part
to discharge their responsibilities satisfactorily that has
necessitated the change. Some of these States have made
claims to be admitted to vour Chamber as full members
i their owr right and these are being examined by a
Committee which will T hope reporr to me shortly, and
it mav bhe that, as a vesult of their reeommendations,
T may feel it my duty to admit a certain number of them
as additional full members of the Chamber ; T hope and
helieve that when 1 do so they will give an added weight
to its deliberations and strength to the unity of the whole
Order of Princes.

I wish te express my appreciation of the work done
by IHis Highness the Chancellor and the Standing Com-
mittee  Members during the year. Although the last
Round Table Conference has to some extent interfered
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with the meetings of the Standing Committee, T have had
many opportunities of availing myself of their advice and
His Ilighness the Jam Sahib has always been ready to
place his sound judgment and ripe experience at my
disposal. During the unavoidable absence of the
Chancellor in England, His Highness the Maharao of
Cuteh, as Pro-Chancellor, ably earried on the duties of
the office in this country and for his readiness to come
to Delhi at all times despite personal inconvenience, I owe
him my warmest thanks. Although only one meeting of
the Standing Committee could be held in February 1933,
it was able to transaet useful business and on several
important subjects misapprehensions were cleared away
and agreement was reached.

I come last to the all important gquestion that must
be exercising your minds, that of Federation and the
Federal scheme. Although the White Paper containing
the intentions and provisional proposals of His Majesty’s
Government has been in your hands for the last few days
I cannot hope that it has as yet been possible for you to
study it in sufficient detail to enable you to diseuss
specific aspeets in the present sessions of the Chamber.
But since I understand that some points are causing
Your Highnesses anxiety T may be permitted to say a
few words about them.

You have seen what is stated in paragraph 19 of
the introduction regarding the allocation of seats in the
Counecil of State among the States’ Members. It gives
considerable latitude for interpretation and 1 ean assure
yvou that the list put before yvou on the 14th instant was
illustrative only and T and His Majesty’s Government
would weleome any reasonable amendments which may
make it generally acceptable. For instance, there is in
my opinion nothing to prevent any States that may wish
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to do so from suggesting that the seats allocated to tnem
should be pooled and arranging together for the appoint-
ment of Joint representatives. Such a plan might indeed
be valuable as the nucleus of a party machine to hold
the States together in matters of common interest.

I would point out also that as made clear in para-
graph 3 of the introduction it must not ‘‘ be assumed
that the present proposals are in all respeets so complete
and final that a Bill would eontain nothing whieh is not
covered by this White Paper ’, and if Your Highnesses
still wish to urge that further points relating to safeguards
or other matters should-also be ineluded it is open to you
to have them represented before the Joint Select
Committee.

1 trust that this explanation may resolve some of
your difficulties as you examine the White Paper. It
represents the beginning of the last stage after three
long years of mutnal diseussions-and of a construetive
effort in which the Princes of India and their Ministers
have taken a full share.- I would reecall that it was the
Princes who at the first Round Table Conference three
years ago, by their expressed determination to join with
British India in securing a real measure of progress for
India towards responsible Government, made Federation
a living idea and a practical possibility, There have
been difficulties in the way but many of these have been
resolved during the subsequent discussions and com-
promises have been effected. It would be idle to deny
that all points have not proved suseeptible of mutual
agreement and some may have to be left to decision by
His Majesty’s Government. I would emphasise two
points for your consideration in regard to such decisions
by His Majesty’s Government.

Pirstly, if such decisions are to be fair to all parties
they cannot accept.the extreme view of any particular
120P8V B
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interest of section, and secondly, His Majesty’s Govern.
ment are concerncd only in obtaining a fair and reasonable
settlement. Their standpoint is absolutely impartial for
they believe, as 1 do and as you do, that the best interests
of India and the best interests of the Empire are identical.
I would appeal to Your lizhnesses therefore to keep
this in mind and while yon will no doubt wish to examine
with the greatest care all the details of the scheme as they
affect yourselves and the iuterests ol your States, I feel
sure that at the same time vou will take a statesman-like
view of the position and, where mutual agreement may
not prove in be possible; will accept the decisions of [is
Majesty’s Government in the spirvit in which they will
be given. At every stage Your Highnesses have been
associated with produecing the Federal scheme and while
noue of you are finally commitivd to it until you sign
your Instruments of Accession, [ am sure you will realise
that all participation in this problem must necessarily
exercise the spirit of cowmpromise, in order to secure the
ideal for which we ave working, the federation of all parts
of this vast country. I sympathise keenly with your
doubts and difficulties, and as you gaze on a world where
unrest and unsettlement is evident on all sides, where
s0 much that has appeared unshakable has crasned to
ruin, when the failings rather than virtues of all existing
forms of Government are under review, you may well
wish to pausc and consider deeply which way safety and
happiness lie. It is for you to decide, Disadvantages
ad dangers lie in all courses but they way be countered
by prudence, foresight and courage. It is my own firm
personal convietion that for the Indian States the balanece
of advantage weighs heavily towards accepting the
Federal scheme and working it wisely and prudently. It
appears to me to offer you great advantages and if yom
choose to exercise them you will have a weight and
influence in the Federal bodies which will go far to
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ensure stability and ordered progress in India. In all
matters not expressly ceded to the Federation you will
attain what you have long desired—-direct relations with
the Crown through the Vieceroy—and the protection
promised in vour Treaties and Engagements has been
reaffirmed in a manner which should satisfy the most
doubtful amongst yon. 1 have every hope and confidence
that yowr deliberations will lead you to the same con-
clusion and that when Federation comes into being it
will include within it the greatf wmajority of the Princes
of India, determined to-continue their steadfast loyalty
to the Crown and to ensure the steady progress of their
Motherland towards self-gzovernment.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE ST. JOHN
AMBULANCE ASSOCIATION AND THE INDIAN
RED CROSS SOCIETY.

His Excellency the Viceroy made the following speech atgg 4 araren
the Annual General Meeting of the St. Jobn Ambulance 1933.
Association and the [ndian Red Cross Society on Wednesday, .
the 22nd Mareh 1933 :—

Mr. Chatrman, Ladies and Gentlemen,—I wish in the
first place to say how sincerely I share the sentiments
of regret that have been expressed over the departure of
Sir Henry Mancrieff Smith. For seven years he had
been Chairman of the Managing Body of the Indian
Red Cross Society and of the Executive Committee of
the Indian Counecil of the St. John Ambulance Associa-
tion. In addition he was also connected with many other
philanthropie Twstitutions and was of great assistanee to
my wife in the administration of the Vieeregal Funds.
In- all these.offices he worked hard and enthusiastically

R2



244 Speeches by the Earl of Willingdon.

Annual General Meeting of the St. John Ambulance Association
' and the Indian Red Cross Society.

and I feel we owe him a lasting debt of gratitude for wise
counsel willingly given. In his stead I have appointed
Sir David Petrie whom we welecome in our midst today.
1 am confident he will give of his best to our work and
prove a successful and popular leader.

We have listened with interest to His Excellency
the Commander-in-Chief’s review of the work of the
St. John Ambulance Association. Times are hard, but
in spite of this the Association has managed to increase
its classes in first aid and home nursing which is a
laudable achievement. =1 should like emphatically to
endorse the appeal to all the Centres and also to the
individual members of the Association to tackle the
serious problem caused by the large increase in the
number of traffic accidents. Its solution appears to lie
mainly in the provision of more ambulances and in
training more people. in the art of first aid. Let us hope
that next year’s report may give concrete evidence of
the response to this appeal.

On hearing Sir David Petrie’s account of the
activities of the Brigade during the last year, 1 was
particularly impressed by the unlimited field of beneficent
activity that lies before them. The enthusiasts in
England apparently go so far as to think that members
are conveniently placed in various parts of the country
to deal with the dastardly outrages of tigers and snakes
upon unfortunate humanity ! But, alas, the strength of
the Brigade is now ouly 2,000 and though it may never
reach numbers sufficient to meet the wishes of our
supporters at home, I do fervently support the appeal
of your Chairman that everything possible should be done
to stimulate recruitment. We have seen what a lot can
be done even by our present small band of workers. To
them the greatest credit is due for the assistance they have
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rendered to the injured owing to aecidents at crowded
fairs and processions, and on account of communal
rioting, and if only their numbers could be increased so
that they could spread their beneficent activities over a
much wider area, I am sure that such a development
would be widely appreciated wherever new branches were
established.

Today for the first time we welcome to our Annual
Meeting the representatives of the Cadet Nursing Division;
this is another happy illustration of the good work being
done by the Association and the Brigade amongst our
schools, and I trust that hereafter they will participate
regularly at this annual gathering.

Ladies and gentlemen, I will now refer to the Indian
Red Cross Report for the year 1932. The most pleasing
feature is a considerable awakening of activity in the
Indian States. Great. work has been done in Mysore,
independent Branches have been established at Travan-
core, Jodhpur and Kotah while the Gwalior Durbar has
also made enquiries with a view to starting a Branch of
its own. Their good example will, T hope, be followed by
other States.

In British India also the movement has made great
strides, notably in the United Provinces where no less
than eleven more District Branches have been set up.
In the Army much attention has been paid to Child
Welfare work and several regiments have started their
own centres with conspicuous suceess.

The statisties for the Junior Red Cross show a
splendid inerease in the number of members and their
campaign to improve the health in schools is proving most
valuable. It is impossible for me to enumerate or dilate
upon all-the main achievements of the Society for they
cover such a large number of subjects including, as you
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may know, Disaster Relief, Publicity and Health pro-
paganda, Assistance to Hospitals, Anti-Tuberculosis work,
Assistance to invalided soldiers and a Maternity Bureau.
I wish to thank those who have contributed so generously
to the Red Cross funds and to sum up the year’s work
by saying that all concerned may take justifiable pride
in the very satisfactory progress revealed by the report.

This year, I am sorry to say, we shall lose the services
of three true friends through the departure of Sir
Frederick and Lady Sykes .and Sir Geoffrey de
Montmorency. 1In their Provinces. they have worked
devotedly to extend the sphere of influence of our two
Societies and 1 am sure you will join me in thanking
them for all they have done. 1 feel they will continue
to watch our interests and help us whenever possible.

Before T close my remarks, I should like to leave
the present and dwell for a few moments on the future
with particular reference to the work of voluntary
organisations like the Red Cross and the St. John
Associations under the new econditions in India which
will be created owing to the eoming Constitutional
Reforms,

The fleld of activity of such Societies is boundless in
a vast country like this, especially in our villages, where
8 helping hand to improve their social conditions would
do so much to give our people more happiness and com-
fort in their lives. This is a matter in which we can
surely all unitedly combine and put aside entirely our
communal and political differences.

And it is to the womanhood of this country I would
especially appeal, whether they are temporarily or per-
manently resident here, for it is they who in my opinion
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hold the key to the further advance of the work of our
humanitarian Societies. Don’t please let it be thought
that in making this remark T am suggesting that the men
should do nothing. They should give all possible help,
but in this partienlar matter I think that a lead from
the ladies iy essential to produce the best possible results.
My hope is that with the increasing interest taken in all
forms of education we may soon find many more women
ready and willing to take up positions as Health Visitors.
Doctors and Nurses.

Fven now. as we all know, there are countless hospitals
in this country withont any nurses—in faet one usually
finds a Sub-Assistant Surgeon in sole charge as no female
staff is proenrable fo assist him. Some may say that
this is due to the social system, but T would remind them
that the work of the Red Crass Society in Tndia eoncerns
chiefly the welfare of her women and children, and for
those who cannot perform public services training in
Mothereraft and nursing is provided. Our present needs
can ultimatzly be reduced to' two basie requirements,
namely, wore opportunities to train workers and more
money to bring this about. I sineerely trust that all here
today and everyvone with the social interests of India at
heart will do their utmost to see that these requirements
are met as soon and as far as possible. The work of the
Society is indeed worthy of the good-will and liberal
co-operation of all classes of the people of the country.

Ladies and gentlemen, Her Execllency has asked me
to tell you Low very sorry she is at being unable to
attend this meeting. T also am sorry, for at functions
of this Iind T valne her support more than ever. Let
me assure you that her interest in your work and her
desire to help vou are as unflagging as ever.
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DEPUTATION OF THE LEADING MEMBERS OF THE
DEPRESSED CLASSES.

His Excellency the Vieeroy received an Address presented
by the leading members of the Depressed Classes at the Viceroy’s
House, New Delhi, on the 29th March 1933, and replied in the
following terms :—

Gentlemen,—I mneed hardly say that it is a very
great pleasure to me to meet the members of this
deputation of the so-called TDepressed Classes, whose
development and advancement have been, 1 think I can
claim, one of my special interests during the years that
I have bheen associated with administrative affairs in
different parts of India, and [ assure you that 1 have
listened with much interest to the various points yon have
raised in your address.

Your address deals with the problem of the removal
of the economie, social and religious disabilities under
which you suffer. The problem has been frequently
before me during the years I liave spent in this country,
and it is a matter of personal satisfaction to me that you
remember and in your address recall the steps which
I initiated when in Madras to recognise your claim to
some form of political representation and to ameliorate
your social and economice position by creating a special
department to look after your interests. I am glad to
be able to say that that work has been continued by
successive (Governments of Madras and that considerable
sums have been spent by them in recent years to improve
your economic position by the acquisition of land for
house sites and for cultivation and by the provision of
wells and drinking water facilities. Special efforts have
also been made to develop co-operative societies for their
benefit. These facts go to show that Government in the
Province in which the problem is most acute are very
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much alive to your interests and realise fully the necessity
of improving your economic position. There are other
spheres in whiech all Loeal Governments have dealt with
this problem ; in particular they have paid special
attention to the improvement of educational facilities for
members of your class. They have supplemented the
work which is being done by voluntary agencies and have
done what they can to ensure that pupils coming from
your classes should reeeive equal opportunities of entering
into, and equal treatment in; all public managed institu-
tions. They have encouraged the entry of sueh pupils
by various means, such as remission of fees, the award
of scholarships and speeial supervision, In spite of the
obstacles to be overcome, these measures have led to a
large inerease in the number of students.

I may quote two further instances to show the
sympathetic attitude of Local Governments towards you.
The Government of Bombay have recently issued a
resolution on the recommendations of the Committee
appointed to examine the special position of the depressed
classes and aboriginal tribes in that Province, and have
detailed therein the action which they have taken and
propose to take to secure the right of access of the wmembers
of the depressed classes to wells, schools, hospitals and
dispensaries provided and maintained out of public funds.
The Central Provinces Liegislature have recently passed
an Act, to which T have accorded my sanction, which
makes it clear that all public places vested in or owned or
maintained by the Loecal Government or local authorities
shall not be closed to the use of any person by reason
only of his caste or creed.

Turnine now to another aspect of the prohlem, von
have referred to the faet that T happened to be the first
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Governor to nominate members of the depressed classes
to a Provincial Legislatnre. Both the Government of
India and Ilis Majesty’s Government have for some
considerable time recognised the importance of securing
adequate and snitable representation for the depressed
classes both in Provincial Legislatures and in loeal bodies
and have held the view that sueh representation is neces-
sary for improving their position. A start was made
under the Reforms Scheme of 1919 when seats were
reserved in most Provinces for depressed class representa-
tives to be filled by nomination.- I need hardly remind
you of the more recent discussions on this question or the
very considerable provision made for the special represen-
tation of the depressed elasses in the Communal Award
of His Majesty’s Government, a provision which has
since been increased as a result of the agreement between
your representatives and the easte-Hindus in the Poona
Paet.

I have detailed at some length the aeticn taken by
His Majesty’s Government, the Government of India and
Provinecial Governments for the improvement of your
position economically and politically. I have done so0
because you appear to suggest that Government tend fo
take up an attitude of neutrality in this matter and do
not give such active assistance as they might in the
measures which you consider are required for your
emanecipation. Progress must no doubt be slow, but
1 think that if you consider this point you will recognise
that there has been marked progress during the past ten
years, and I trust there will be even more rapid progress
in future under the new constitution. In the new con-
ditions you, like other communities. will have to depend
Jargely on your own efforts. It is for that reason that
His Majesty’s Government have devoted such speecial
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attention to securing through the representation allotted
to yon in the Legislatures that you should have full
opportunities not only for making known your needs, but
for exercising real political influence, so as to ensure that
those needs are not overlooked.

You have referred at length, as is but natural, to
the Temple-entry and Untouchability Bills, which at the
moment are matters of such keen interest and controversy
throughont the country. You regard the passing of
these Bills into Tiaw avy-a matter of the greatest import-
ance, and yom say that you eanmot: hope for permanent
emancipation and betterment unless your status in the
Hindu religion is improved. There are, T believe, others
in your community who regard the policy hitherto
pursued of coneentrating on the removal of social,
economic and educational grievances as caleulated to
vield more practical results for the uplift of the depressed
classes than the indirect-method of temple-entry.

Meantime the temple-entry question with all its
implications and all its reactions will require the most
careful examination by the Hindu ecommunity as a whole.
You must he fully aware that there 1 a strong and
widespread opposition to these Bills which, it is contended,
involve interference with the religious beliefs and practices
of orthodox Hinduism. Tt is the clear duty of my
Government to cnsure that the ILegislature should not
proceed with such proposals, unless the fullest opportunity
is given to those affeeted to form and express their
considered views upon them. It may well happen that
you will find, as diseussion proceeds, that more will be
secured by the methods of persuasion and agreement,
than by endeavouring to foree through a mcasure of
legislative ecompulsion in the face of strong and sineere
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opposition. However that may-be, I am sure that you
will agree with me that full discussion and examination

are essential,

1 have thought it well tu explain to you in some
detail my position and that of my Government. I can
assure you that the alleviation of the conditions in which
the depressed elasses live, and the raising of their status
are matters in which I and my Government have shown
and will continue to show such practical sympathy as the
circumstances permit. ‘There may be differences of
opinion as to the methods by which the objeets, which
you and I alike have at heart, ean best be secured, but
T trust we shall both be eguided to a solution of the
problem which will bring about a permanent improvement
in your position and contribute to the well-being of India

as a whole,

OPENING OF THE CONFERENCE ON  ANGLO-
INDIAN AND DOMICILED EUROPEAN EDUCA-

TTON.

His Excellency the Vieeroy i opening the Conference on
Anglo-Tndian and Domiciled Enropeun Eduecation on Thursday.
the 6th April 1933, made the following speech :—

Gentlemen,—I must commence my few remarks by an
apology to you all for the extremely short notice I was
able to give you in inviting you to meet here today, and to
thank you very gratefully for the ready response which
you have given to my invitation. |} am very glad to have
this opportunity of explaining to you in a few words the
Government of India’s position on the important matter
which we are met here to discuss.
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Some weeks ago my Government received instructions
from the Secretary of State for India requesting us to
inform the Frovincial Governments that they should take
immediate action on the proposal made in sub-paragraphs
(b) and (¢) of the Report of the Sub-Committee of the
Third Indian Round Table Conference on the Education
of the Anglo-Indian and Domiciled Huropean community
in India.

The Report was received by my Government in Janu-
ary and acting on these instruetions to which T have just
referred, Local Govermiments were at once invited to set
up the P’rovincial Boards, reeommended by the Confer-
ence, and to suggest names for the proposed Inter-Provin-
cial Board. The Report had also by this time been pub-
lished in India. It soon became clear from representations
we received from Local Governments and from bodies,
such as the Churches in India and the European Schools
Improvement Association, that there was considerable
difference of opinion, not only in regard to items (b) and
{¢) of paragraph 4 of the Sub-Comrmittee’s Report, but
also on sueh matters as the adequacy of the constitutional
protection recommended by the Committee, It therefore
seemed important to us that., while the basie principles of
the scheme adopted by the Round Table Conference should
be maintained, every endeavour should be made to secure
agreement wirthin its framework so as to ensure the effi-
cient and harmonious working of this scheme in the future.
The Secretary of State, of whose interest in this question
I am sure you need no assurance, eordially agreed with
this suggestion and 1 have, with his coneurrence, sum-
moned this eonference, in the earnest hope that agreement
will be found. All of you, gentlemen, and those whom
you represent are animated by the sole desire that the
branch of education which we are discussing shall not only
maintain its position but shall progressively prosper.
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That common objective should ensure agreement on points
on which differences of opinion exist. Sir Henry Gidney,
and his colleagues of the Sub-Committee of whom I am
glad to see Sir Mohammed Igbal here—I am very sorry to
tell you that Mr. Jayukar is prevented by ill-health from
being with us today—will be able to explain to you better
than I ean the reasons which led the Sub-Committee to the
conclusions embodied in the Report. You will be able to
explain to them, with the aid of your experience, why and
where modifications are desirable, This exchange of
opinions on the basis of a common purpose will, I trust,
enable you to work out anagreed scheme within the frame-
work of the Report.

This, shortly, is the reason for my inviting you to meet
here today. I much wish I eould continue to preside over
your diseussions but other urgent business calls me else-
where, stiil I am sure that, in my Hon’ble colleague.
Sir Fazl-i-IHusain, who is in charge of the Education port-
folio, you will find a wise guide and experienecd counsellor.
1 shall now ask him to take the chair and leave you with
my best wishes for a speedy and successful conclusion of
your labours,

GWALIOR STATE DINNER.

His Excelleney the Vieeroy made the following speech at
the State Dinner given by His Highness the Maharaja of
Gwalior in honour of Their Excellencies’ visit to his State :—-

Your Highnesses, Ladies and Gentlemen,—In thanking
Your Ilighness for the charming terms in which you
have extended a cordial weleome to Iler Exeellency and
myself to Gwalior tonight, I assure you that we both
shared your disappointment when we were unavoidably
compelled to cancel our intended visit in January last,
and it is therefore all the greater pleasure to us that the
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turn of events has enabled us s0 soon to pay this friendly
and informal visit to yourself and to Her Highness the
Maharani, your mother. Our pleasure must, however, be
touched with a feeling ol sadness when, whilst recalling
the memory of a past visit to Gwalior we refleet that,
barely 18 months ago, passed away the late Maharaja’s
Senior Maharani, a lady of marked ability to whose
judgment and wisdom is largely due the successful
working of the Council of Regency over which she
presided for six years after the death of my old and
valued friend His Highness, your father.

It was our privilege to be on terms of the closest and
most intimate friendship with Ilis late Ilighness the
Mgharaja Scindia during the years that I was Governor
of Bombay, a friendship the mewory of which we shall
treasure to the end of our lives. His Highness was a
man of the most charming personalitv. of untiring energy,
intensely loyal to His Majesty The King-Emperor, always
taking an active interest in publie affairs. Above all, the
greatest purpose in hiy life was to advance the progressive
development of his State and the care and well-being of
his people.

From all [ hear, I confidently feel that the mantle of
the father bas fallen on the son, and that you, Your
Highness, when you take up your full responsibilities in
the near futnre, will never forget the great example he
has set you and will prove a worthy successor of one who
did great service to his country and the Empire. I am
sure we should all wish to express our admiration of the
devotion shown by Her Highness the Maharani in carrying
out her many important duties both in her home and in
her work on the Council of Regency. Most sincerely we
wish her every success in the discharge of her great
respongibilities. : s
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May I ask you to join me in drinking jointly to the
healths of Her Highness the Maharani—our hostess—and
His Highness Maharaja George Jayaji Rao Secindia ¢

OPENING OF THE RAIL-ROAD CONFERENCE.

His Excellenecy the Vieeroy in opening the Rail-Road
Conference in Simla, on Monday, the 24th April 1933, made
the following speech :—

Gentlemen,—It gives me very great pleasure to
welcome you all here today for a disecussion of those
important and difficult questions upon which my (overn-
ment desire to have your advice and help.

The questions to he laid before you are inereasingly
claiming the attention of the people of all the countries
of the world. The Road-Rail problem is one of the
growing pains of civilisation, and if we look back upon
the tremendous progress whieh has taken place during
the present century in the electrical and mechanical
devices that science has placed at the disposal of man—
a progress and a rate of change which, T think I may
truly say, have exceeded that during all previous recorded
history—our wonder should rather be at the amazing
eapacity of man to adjust himself to these new conditions,
and not that the adjustment is accompanied by temporary
dislocations such as are represented by the complex
questions now before you.

We in the Government of India are anxious to
approach these diseussions with you with an entirely open
mind, and I am sure 1 may ask you, gentlemen who are
present here, to approach them in the same spirit. It
is becoming more and more apparent that it is impossible
to develop this country fully unless we bring all roads
to a higher standard and thus improve the facilities. for
easy access of all producers to markets and to railways.
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In order that such schemes should be developed on proper
lines before further considerable expenditure is incurred
on either Railways or Roads, it is to my mind absolutely
essential that we should get together and, if possible,
adopt sonie co-ordinated scheme. It is because the
Government of India are conviuced, that not only 1s this
desirable but urgently necessary, that you have heen invited
to meet us here today.

I am not going to attempt to express any opinion
upon the merits of the various differences of view, but
in the welter of this controversy there are certain out-
standing facts that cannot be challenged. 1t is a fact
that between seven and eight handreed crores of the tax-
payer’s mouey are invested in Railways in India. It is
a lact thav the rate structure of Railways is an iuter-
dependent and complex entity in which the receipts from
eertain classes of traffic cannot be suddenly  eurtailed
without cavsing some reaction upon the rates levied upon
others. [t is a fact fthat in a country of vast distances
such as India the economic prosperity of its peoples is
bound up with cheap rates for the tramsport of agricul-
tural produce, coal and other traffic, commonly deseribed
as Jow-grade traffie. It is also a fact that the convenience,
elasticity and economic advantage of motor transport are
very real ; that motor fransport has already substantially
altered and :mproved the eonditions of life in many parts
of the conutry : and that it is of great potential value in
advaneing the material, social and political progress of
the population,

The whole of this problem has for some years past
heen exereising the peoples and the press of the whole
world, and we have made it our business to colleet such
material as we can and to place the position elearly
before yom. Tn England, a Royal Commission on Trans-
port was followed by a special Clommittee representative

L20PSV ]
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of both Railway and Road transport interests, and presided
over by Sir Arthur Salter, with regard to whose report,
copies of which have been supplied to you, there is still
considerable diversity of opinion. In ecertain other
countries various steps have been taken to deal with the
problem, and we have furnished you with a summary
of the information in our possession upon the nature of
the problems that have arisen in different countries and
the steps taken or contemplated to meet them.

Here in India the Road-Rail problem is comparatively
new and its difficulties less developed. Consequently we
appear to have an opportunity for timely adjustment
which many other countries have not and therefore to
profit by the experience of others. We have a great
Railway system and a considerable mileage of excellent
Roads. But nearly one half of our Railways have metalled
roads parallel to them, while at the same time there are
large areas, distant from Railways, very inadequately
served by roads, and so deprived not only of all that good
roads mean to agriculture, but also it would seem of the
possibilities of securing the advantages of modern
transport ; for there is a limit to the good roads this
country can afford. Jt is possible that the various
authorities in India may have been spending money on
duplication of facilities which might perhaps with greater
advantage have been spent otherwise. This is a question
which you will doubtless consider.

Such perhaps are some of the salient features of the
position, and in these circumstances we have, with the
help and co-operation of Loecal Governments, instituted
an enquiry into the readily ascertainable facts and opinions
bearing upon these questions. The results of that
enquiry have been embodied in the Report which has been
available to you for some three months.
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Finally, after a preliminary examination of all this
material, we have set out the various questions which
appear to arise, in the form of certain resolutions which
will be discussed by you at this Conterence, this being
in our judgment the best means of obtaining s zeneral
exchange of views on these various problems. These
resolutions have been framed to afford a basis of discus-
sion, they do not purport to represent our views.

Thus we have placed before you the material which
we have been able to assemble, and we have set down the
issues which appear to arise. ‘We await the results of
these diseussions and the shicidation of the various points
of view--our purpose being to secure agrecment and co-
operation as to principles before ceciding upon the next
forward step.

‘We are upon the eve of constitutional changes which
are designed to give increased power and diserefion 1o
Liocal Governments, who will be enabled to pursue their
several wayvs for the material and social advancement of
their great tervitories. But here, upon the eve of these
changes, we find ourselves face to face with problems
which it may not be possible to resolve solely by loeal
action and within loeal discretion. To discover the best
solution of these problems is a matter of national impor-
tance, and many of them transcend local boundaries. To
our suceessors 0 the Federal Government and Legislature
will fall the task not only of administering the great
Federal Railway systom, but of dealing with those aspeets
of these questicns which affect the Central Government.
Upon the representatives of Loecal Governments will fall
the task of developing the Road system of Tndia and
controlling  and regulating  motor transport within
antonomous Federal Units. Tt may be that your diseus-
sions will show that close contact and eco-operation will

823
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be needed between your successors and ours, and, if that
be the case, let us not too jealously delincate our pro-
spective independence, but let ns leave to our successors
when they take over their duties a working and a workable
agreement founded on a common policy and a co-operative
course of action,

ADDRESS OF WELCOME FROM THE MUNICIPAL
BOARD OF NAINI TAL.

His Excelleney the Vieeroy received an Address of
Welecome presented by the Municipal Board of Naini Tal on
the 17th June 1933 and replied in the following terms :—

Gentlemen of the Municipal Board,—I1 thank you for
your hearty welcome and good wishes, and share your
regrets that Lady Willingdon has been unable to accom-
pany me. Naini Tal is one of the few hill stations in
India which we have not yet visited and we were both
looking forward to making the aequaintanee of this
charming plaee, a pleasure which we had hoped to enjoy
two vears ago but which circumstances unfortunately
then compelled us to defer. Your bheautiful lake of the
three Rishis with its girdle of verdure and coronet of
seven encireling peaks makes your home unique among
Indian summer resorts.

You have referred to vour munieipal aetivities and
ambitions and also to your financial anxieties. I am
well aware that the administration and development of
a town set high among mountains, with a population which
is mainly migratory, must be an expensive husiness, while
the Increasing congestion in your bazars is unfortunately
accompanies], owing donbfless to the prevailing financial
depression among all classes but also to the development
of electricity and other hot weather amenities in the plains
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below, by a decreasing demand for your residential
bungalows and consequent coutraction of one of your most
luerative sources of taxation. It is natural for you fto
look for assistance to the C(lovernment which has so
immediate an interest in your well-being. Of that
Government's solicitude for your welfare T have just had
convineing proof in my journev up the motor road from
Kathgodam, an admirable and I am sure a ecostly feat
of mountain engineering. But 1 fear that their own
finanecial diffieulties will make it impossible for the Govern-
ment to give you any assistance in the immediate future
in carrying out your further sehemes of expansion and
sanitation. At the same time [ triost that the present
clouds of depression will shortly 1ift, even if glimpses of
their silver lining are not already apparent, and that it
will then be possible for the Government to come once
more to your aid.

At the end of your address you refer to the task of
governing this great and historic Empire, a task now
doubly complicated by the work of vonstitutional advanece
in whieh we have all to play our part, and T join my
prayers to yours that this unique adventure in the history
of India and of the world may, by the willing eo-operation
of the many diverse communities and interests