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PREFACE

Tre present Maharajah Bahadur of Nashipur in Bengal,
being desirous that it should be made clear that the
charges srought against his predecessor in the eighteenth
century, Maharajah Devi Sinha, were disproved at the
time they were mande, has entrusted me with the task of
preparing the following narrative.

Dovi Binha's name figured prominently in the earlier
stages of the Warren Hastingg trial, but Burke, finding
that his “ alleged enormities ” were rebutted, dropped that
part of -Lis ““ charges.”

It is proper to mention that Chapters III. and IV. are
based on documents eolloeted by Professor A, I, Murison,
LL.D., from the Bengal Minute Books in the India Office
Library.

I have added to the story of Devi Sinha a description
of the Nashipur Raj down to the present day, and in regard
to this part of the work I must thank Babu Surada Prosad
Mukerjee, B.A., Dewan of Nashipur Raj, for the informa-

tion and materials with which he has supplied me.

DEMETRIUS C¢. BOULGER.
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MAHARAJAH DEVI SINHA AND
THE NASHIPUR RAJ

CHAPTER I
THE ANCIENT FAMILY OF NASHIPUR

StupexTs who have oceasion to examine the records of
the East India Company during the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries will find frequent reference therein to
“the country powers.” By this term is meant not only
the great ruling Princes, but the minor notabilities, long
indigenous to the soil, who administered the land on behalf
of the Mogul Emperors.  One of the secrets of the Company’s
guccess, in establishing itself in India, was the skill with
which it propitiated this class and converted them gradually
into firm and loyal allies. The Company was more scrupu-
lous in the observance of its engagements than the Emperor,
its policy was based on the maintenance of local right and
interest, and thus confidence in its good word was established.
It also rewarded good and loyal gervice generously, and
thus made it worth the while of those who worked for it to
prove staunch in their fealty. It was in the Presidency of
Bengal, more than in any other division of India, that these
cordial relations were established with the class com-
prehensively described in the term, ‘* the country powers,”

Among such powers, the family of Nashipur, which is
the subject of this narrative, might be accorded a leading
place. In antiquity, it is entitled to rank among the

noblest families of the peninsula; by loyal service it has
1



2 THE NASHIPUR RAJ

been attached to the English for nearly two centuries, and
itse present representative is & man who has gained dis-
tinetion in the administrative and legislative fields of publie
activity. In recognition of his worth, he has been accorded
the highest Hindu title of Maharajah, and his influence for
good extends far beyond the limits of his own possessions.

The Maharajah comes of very ancient and high lineage.
His ancestor, the Maharajah Tarawah, was the ruling chief
of Bejapur (“the City of Victory "), in the Deccan, in the
fourteenth century a.n. As is explained in the Persian
narrative, of which a translation appears a little further on
in this chapter, Tarawah, moved by religious considerations,
was seized with a desire to see other parts of the Peninsula.
He set out with his son, Prinee Madan Sinha, and a large.
following, in Sambat 1852, for the purpose of making a
pilgrimage to Kurukshetra, s famous shrine near Umballah
in the Punjab. He apparently had no such intention when
he started, but, none the less, he had left the Deccan for
ever. His brother Maharaoji was left in charge of Bejapur,
and probably his descendants were among those who suc-
cumbed to the Mahomedans two centuries later, when the
Moguls first invaded the Deccan.

Tarawah, having made hig pilgrimage, was thinking of
returning home, and had marched some distance on his
way when the beautiful scenery in which he pitched one of
his camps so strongly appealed to him that he decided to
found there a new city, to which he gave the name of Taral.
This place was situated at no great distance from the
Imperial eity of Delhi.

While Tarawah was building his new eity and con-
golidating his power, his son, Prince Madan Sinha, who
had left Bejapur with him, determined to attend one of the
annual festivals in the Temple of Somnath, in Jhind. This
ranked among the chief Hindu gatherings in Northern
India, and, besides the religious celebrations, it was
generally made the occasion of jousts and festivities, In
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these, Madan Binha equally distinguished himself by his
courage and gaiety. His prowess became the topic of
general conversation, and the chief local banker, named
Lala Sriram, conceived the idea of arranging a marriage
between the young Prince and his daughter, who wag famed
for her beauty. The banker might have failed in his plans
~if the young man had not been smitten by what he had
been told of the fair one’s charms, and, despite his father's
objections to the marriage, he.declared that he was deter-
mined fo marry the object of his affections. The Maharajah,
seeing his son resolved, withdrew his opposition like a wise
man, and the marriage was celebrated with great pomp.

While his son fixed his home in Jhind, the Maharajah
continued to rule at Taral, and his reputation as a good
ruler became 80 great that, when the zemindars and jagirdars
of a state called Dhanni thought they had reason to com-
plain of their own Rajah's tyranny, they called on Tarawah
to redress their grievances. The Maharajah sent his forces
to join the discontented party, and several battles were
fought with the unpopular Rajah, who was killed in the
last of them. The Maharajah appears thersupon to have
added Dhanni to his own territory in the way usual among
conquerors. Soon after this incident, Tarawah died, and
Madan Sinha succeeded to his patrimonial estate at Bejapur,
but he had no desire to proceed there, and made an arrange-
ment with his uncle to continue his régime, and to allow
him a share of the revenue. This arrangement did not
last long, but Madan Sinha possessed his father’s territory
at Taral, and he also succeeded to the wealth of his father-
in-law.

Madan left & son named Sadhu Ram, and he in turn
one named Lahar Mal, who had five sons. They were
named in their order of birth—Malaraj, Kulchandra,
Karanchandra, Devi Sinha, and Lalu Sinha. These five
brothers hecame in course of time very powerful, and
oxtended their influence far and wide. They did not settle
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in the same place, but separated in search of fresh fields
for their activity. Four of them settled respectively in
Delhi, Meernt, Mathura, and Thaneswar.

Of the brothers, Kulchandra was the ons to settle in
Thaneswar, and his second son, Rai Gujarmal, became
generalissimo to the Mararajah Scindiah of Gwalior. On
one occasion, the Maharajah Scindiah, who had been
betrayed by another of his Generals named Ghulam Kader
Khan, requested assistance from Rai Shambar Nath and
Rai Badir Nath, grandsons of Rai Gujarmal, and it was
mainly by their aid and advice that Ghulam Kader Khan
was overcome. This added immensely to the family’s
reputation, and the Mogul Emperor Shah Alum appointed
Rai SBhambar Nath nazim of the entire tract of country
from Shaharanpore to Meerut. He was also made the
permanent subadar and fuzdar of Shaharanpore and its
dependencies. State officials and the people generally
were directed to offer him, as the Emperor’s representative,
their fealty and allegiance, and also to pay him the
Government revenue.

Rai Shambar Nath was able to render some direct aid
to the English, In 1803 the East India Company sent a
force, under Colonel Burn, to put down some lawless persons
in the district, and he invited Rai Shambar to help him,
which he promised to do. Among the worst offenders was
Rajah Sher Singh, of Buria, in the distriet of Muzaffir-
Nagar. After some fighting, Colonel Burn, not being
strong enough, took shelter in a fort with Rai Shambar.
It became necessary to summon aid, and this was done,
through the Rai’s instrumentality, in the manner described
in the Persian narrative quoted a little further on.

Rai Sinharaj's descendants, Rai Tarachand and Rai Ajit
Sinha, received high posts and honours from the two
Emperors Jehangir and Shah Alum respectively, in recog-
nition of their distinguished services.

Another descendant of Rai Sinharaj, named Rai Dewali
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Sinha, migrated from Panipat, in the United Provinces, to
Bengal, where he settled in the beginning of the eighteenth
century, at Sanko Full Bari, near the present station,
named Bokhara, on the Azimganj branch line of the East
India Railway system, It was his son Devi Sinha who
became the founder of the present Nashipur family, as
described in the following extract from Major Walsh’s
““History of Murshidabad.” The carcer and fortunes of
Devi Sinha will form the theme of subsequent chapters,
but here it will suffice to quote the reference to him from
Major Walsh’s pages :

““The Nashipur Raj is of some considerable historical
interest, and may be traced ag far back as Tarachand
Sinha of Panipat. Ajit Sinha, grandson of Tarachand,
rendered distinguished services under the Mogul Emperor
Jehangir.

“Rai Ajit Sinha’s eldest gon was Amar Sinha, who left
four sons, of whom the youngest was Diwali Sinha.
Maharajah Devi Sinha Bahadur (who got the title from
the Government), the founder of the Nashipur Raj family,
was the second son of Diwali; the eldest was Takiram
* Binha, and the youngest Bahadur Sinha. In the year
A.p. 1756 Devi Sinha migrated from Panipat, the historical
battlefield of India, to Murshidabad, the capital of Bengal,
and for some time carried on business there as a merchant
banker. This pursuit he abandoned, however, and took
service under the Easgt India Company in the revenue
department. He soon held high and responsible offices of
trust in connection with the land settlement of Bengal.
He was in due course appointed to farm the revenues for
the Government of Purmea, and subsequently of Rungpur,
Dinajpur, and Edracpur inclusively. In the arrangements
made by Warren Hastings in the year 1773, by which
Provincial Councils were formed, Devi Sinha became the
steward or secretary to the Provincial Council of Mur-
shidabad, and to his charge were committed extensive and
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populous possessions, yielding an annual revenue of 120
-lakhs of rupees.” ,

It will be proper at this stage to give the translation of

the Persian history of the family, which contains many
interesting details not to be found elsewhere. It reads as
follows :
- “In many a family it is generally only a few descents
that are remembered, and the original head becomes
untraceable partly owing to the lapse of some centuries,
and partly owing to there being nothing very particular
known about him., This family (Nashipur’s) stands on a
different footing.

“In the first place, a higtory, stl.ll in existence, was
written at the beginning, and it has been kept up, although
a gap occurs occasionally. Besides, an old member of the
family, Rai Kanchaiya Lal, who died only in 1910 at the
age of seventy-two, not only remembered what he had
seen himself, but recollected many old traditions which
have proved of great service in this compilation.

“Thig history would have been more complete and
thorough but for the fact that many old sanads were
destroyed during the Mutiny of 1857, owing to the
mutineers having blown np & house in which they were
deposited.

¢« Maharajah Tarawah, who belonged to the Surajbonsi
Rajputs of hig day, was the ruling chief of Bejapur, in the
Deccan, about Sambat 1352. Among his councillors was
& Brahmin by caste, who repeatedly described the spiritual
benefits that would arise from a pilgrimage to Kurukshetra,
in the Umballa district. It was not an easy task in those
days to undertake such a long journey, but, being a religious
man, the continued preaching of the Brahmin produced
its effect upon him, and the Maharajah resolved to under-
take the journey at all costs.

“ He accordingly set out on the pilgrimage in Sambat
1852, with great pomp, taking with him his son Kumar
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Madan Sinha and a large part of his army, with their
followers, and leaving his own brother Maharaoji on the
guddee to act in his absence.

“On the return journey he halted at Paniput. The
beautfiul scenery of the country simply enchanted him,
and he resolved to see more of it. While at Paniput, one
Pandi Kesho, a local wealthy Brahmin of great influence,
gucceeded in approaching and eventually in obtaining the
tavour of the Maharajah. The Pandi ingratiated himself
50 much in the Maharajah’s favour that the latter promised
to make him, and did make him, his family priest. Thig
priest’s family atill resides at Paniput, and continues to
hold the position of priest to the Nashipur family, although
it must be remembered that the Nashipur family is spread
over many places far distant from one another.

“ The Maharajah’s desire to see the country being still
unabated, he fravelled on and arrived at Muzaffurpur,
taking his new priest with him., Meantime, the news of a
very big religious gathering af a cerfain temple of Mahadeo
in Jhind reached the ears of the young Prince Kumar
Madan Sinha. With the kind permission of his illustrious
sire, he set out in‘that direction, taking, of course, such
retinue as became his position.

“On the way he had to pass through a dense jungle.
Hearing the roars of a tiger, the Prince resolved to kill if
himself, and, notwithstanding the remonstrances of his '
followers, he set out alone in pursuit of the brute, arming
himself only with a sword. Ie succeeded in cutting the
tiger in two with & single stroke.

# Thus, the Prince arrived at Jhind in high spirits. Young
as he was, he intended to pass his days in merriment, and
expressed a desire for a dancing-party, according fto the
custom generally prevalent in those days, especially in the
higher circles. An excellent party was speedily arranged,
and hs enjoyed it well.

“ One Lala Sri Ram, an Ajarwal Kayasht by caste, and a
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wealthy local banker, hearing of the youth and valour of
the Prince, and tempted by his wealth and pomp, managed
to obtain an interview with him with the object of pro-
posing & matrimonial alliance between him and his daughter.
He broached the delicate subject in a suitable but cautious
manner. Several considerations weighed upon the Prince’s
mind, but, not liking to give him a rude answer, he referred
him to his father.

“The banker wrote to the Maharajah, who did not like
the idea, and admonished his son to go to Bejapur; but
the Prince, having heard of the matchless beauty of the
girl, ingisted upon staying there for a little while longer.
The Maharajah, on learning of the Prince’s intentions,
gave his consent to the marriage, as such unions were
customary in those days. The ceremony was held with
great pomp.

¢ It is noteworthy that the Rajah of Dhanni—which place
was, and is to this day, famous for itg breed of horses—
began at this time to oppress hig subjects. To such an
extent did he carry this oppression, that the zemindars and
jagirdars became disconfented, and Pandi Kesho, the
Maharajah’s priest, took up their cause and quarrelled
with the Rajah. The Maharajah Tarawah, not liking to
see his own priest humiliated, took his side and sent a
military force of some five thousand men to punish the
tyrant. The rival forces came into collision, and & severe
conflict ensued, causing some losses on both sides. The
Maharajah in the end gained the victory, the Rajah being
killed, and his State passed into Tarawah’s possession.

“ Qome time after this incident Maharajah Tarawah died,
and his son was proclaimed Rajah of Dhanni. Kumar
Madan Sinha did not like to go there himself on account
of his marriage with the banker’s daughter, and therefore
his uncle Rawat ruled there on his behalf, sending him
about half the revenue each year.

« God favoured Rao Madan Sinha with a son, who was
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named Ruo Sadho, but as he was born of a Vaish mothel
he got the nickname of Mahojon. Further marriages intc
Vaish fanilies turned this branch into a regular Vaish
family.

“The crigin and descent from the Maharajah is clearly
discernible from the Sakha Chor (names of pedigree) which
is veiled by the family puzi on the occasion of every
marriage in the family, and ifwhich the names of Maha-
rajah Tarawah and the word ¢ Kharakdhari” (meaning
those whe handled swords) are prominently mentioned.

‘“ Rao Sadho got a son named Kunwar Nanipal, who in
turn had a son named Rai Lahor Mal. The last named
had five sons.

“ An idea struck the sensitive mind of the Prince Lahor
Mal that it was not well to live in the land which his own
ancestor had given to the Brahmins, As he had many
sons, they settled in different places, among others Delhi,
Meerut, and Mahsudabad, now known as Murshidabad.

* Rao Lahor Mal having five sons, and they having settled
in different places, nothing is accurately known of some of
these branches of the family, nor is it easy to gather
informaticn about them after such a long time.

“The narrative, therefors, will be confined to the two
branches, the one living at Delhi and the other at Nashipur,

““ Amony these was Rai Eiyor Mal, who was chief com-
mander of the armies of the Gwalior State. His son Rai
Bhani Rai held the post of Mir Munshi under tne Emperor
of Delhi, und was algo put in charge of the Silah Khana
and Toshikhana in the Imperial Court. His son was also
chief comrander to Madho Rao Scindia.

“To turn to the Nashipur branch, lawlessness being the
order of the day, the East India Company sent a body of
troops to put an end to it. In this tagk, Lieutenant-Colonel
W. Burn had to encounter many foes. He made Rai
Shambar Nath his friend, and the Rai accompanied the
Colonel on his expedition. This was in 4.p. 1808. On the
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way.uney encountered Rajah Shri Sing of Burls  Fighting
enaued between them at Shambi, with the result that the.
Colonel and the Rai sahib were besieged in a fort. They
remained besieged for three days, and could not hit upon
any means of making their escape. Rai Shambar Nath
happened to have with him an old confidant, a fakir named
Bawa Magui Ram. The Rai obtained from the Colonel a
letter for the Begum of Shiferu at Sardhana, and he also
wrate himself to his own brother Rai Badri Nath, stationed
‘at Meerut. He selected the fakir for the delicate and
-dangerous mission of speedily delivering these letters.
The fakir got out of the fort at night, and made his
“way in safety first to the Begum,and then to Rai Badri
‘ Nath. "

“ Both promised help, and speedily arranged to send
reinforcements. The fakir returned by the same passage
through which he had gone out and again at night, and
delivered to Rai Shambar Nath the cheerful news of the
speedy arrival of the reinforcements. The whole of the
next day was spent in anxious suspense, but no friendly

" troops could be seen. ~On the third day, however, the
suspense was changed to cheerfulness when the reinforce-
ments came into sight. The besieged, thus encouraged,
. came out of their fort and attacked the besiegers. From
‘the other direction the joined forces of Rai Badri Nath and
the Begum of Sardhana carried on the attack, and much

. carnage ensued. The fighting lasted altogether for three,
. days, Shri Sing being finally routed.

% The victory was not confined to a small tract of country,
~ but it had a very far-reaching effect, since it led to the
- easy conquest of the whole Dooab (vide Report of Mr. T. C.

»Plowden, Collector at Meerut, November 7, 1842).

;" ¢“The British General fixed the pay of Rai Badri Nath’s
+ bodyguard who had joined Colonel Burn at 20,000 rupees

.. per month, being at the rate of thirty rupees per horseman.

§‘“He also appointed Rai Shambar Nath to be a Tehsildar of
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eleven Pargannahs in the Saharanpur district (the Purwana
of July 28, 1805).”

Taking the lino of Rai Shamhar Nath, his eon Rai Kelka
Nath was also appointed Tehsildar. On the latter’s death,
his son Rai Bishambar Sahai, being under age, Mr. T. C.
Plowden, the Collector, had his nephew Rai Salug Ram
appointad Tehsildar. In his report, on this oceasion, he
brought prominently before the Commissioners the services
of Rai Shambar Nath. Rai Bishambar Sahai, the son
veferred to, subsequently displayed congpiecuous loyalty
during the Mutiny of 1857 (vide My. J. C. Wilson’a [Com-
missioner] certificate of March 24, 1858). Hae in his turn
was appointed a Tehsildar. His son Rai Ram Chandar
Sahai is now a Deputy-Collactor in the United Provinces.

TRANSLATION OF SANADS AND COPIES OF
REPORTS, dire

Pay of the horsemen of Rai Budri Nath’s bodyguard, who joined
Colonel Burn in the Dattle of Shambi, fixed, by order of the General
{eommianding the East India Company's forces), from August 1, 1804,
at 20,000 -upees n month, at the rate of 30 rupees per horseman
per mensen..

(Bigned) G. D. Gurnore,
W. Buuy, Licutenant-Colonel,

Purwana from the Collector of Saharanpur appoints Rai Shambar
Nath to the office of Tehsildar of cleven Pargannahs (Ssharanpur,
Mahpies, Feizabad, Sultanpur, Nakor, Jal Karah, Yangah, Sakhmauti,
Chauzat Kari, Kontha, and Rampur) from the beginning of 1218 I0.,
and makes him responsible for the levies and safety of the people
ander his jurisdietion, and charges him with the suppression of the
forces and novements of the predatory and murauding tribes.

(Bigned) G. D. Gurorig,
SAHARANPUR, : Collector.
July 28, 1805,
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No. 405.
To A. W. Begbie, Esq., Officiating Commzissioner, Meerut
Division.
SiR,

T have the honour to report to you the death, on the 19th ult,
of Rai Kalka Das, Tehsildar. I have nominated Salug Ram, his
nophew, temporarily to the situation, in order fo test his qualifications
for it. The long and good services of his deccased uncle and his
grandfather, Rai Shambar Nath, who was Vazir of the whole tract
from Saharanpur to Mcerut under the native government at the time
the Dooab was conquered by us, added to his own good character,
give hiin a claim which I hope you will agree with me in thinking
ought to be recognised if on trial he be found fit for the situation.

1 have, ete.,
T. ¢. PLOWDEN,
November 7,1842, Colleclor,

I hereby certify that Bishambar Sahai, Vazir of the Meerut Collee-
torate, was ordered by Mr. Dunlop, the Magistrate and Collector, to
attend upon me during the rebellion. Tie obeyed the order, and I
employed him until the close of the year 1857. I found him attentive
and hard-working. ITe accompanicd me to the Hauffer expedition,
and, when it was resolved that the Hanffer force should proceed to the
Muzaflir Noyo district, Bishambar Sahai accompanied me there also.
I should be glad if promotion and emolument could be found for him,
for he certainly behaved well when every native oflicial wag more or
less paralyzed by fear.

J. C. WiLson,

MEegrur, Commissioner on Special Duty.

March 24, 1858,



CHAPTER II
RAJAH DEVI SINHA

Eterri in descent from Maharajah Tarawah came Rai Tara-
chand, otherwise known as Rai Joymal. He and his son,
Rai Aga,it Sinha, were highly honoured and trusted by the
Mogul Fmperors, Jehangir and Shah Jehan, to whom they
rendered distinguished services. Agajit Sinha's grandson,
Rai Dewali 8inha, emigrated soon after the celebrated
Battle of Panipat, and established his seat in Bengal at a
place not very remote from the present Nashipur, thus
beginning the history of the Raj rather over one hundred
and sixty years ago. DRai Dewali Sinha is chiefly memor-
able, however, as the father of Rajah Devi Sinha.

Devi Sinha entered the service of the East India
Company either imuwediately before or just after the
Battle of Plassey. Ile 1s stated to have rendered Clive
some useful service on that occusion, and probably this was
in connoction with the financisl arrangements that followed
with Mi Jaffier. As Devi Sinha was intimately acquainted
with thos revenue arrangements of the Mogul Government,
he became a most useful coadjutor of the Iinglish, who for
the firal time were confronted with the task of getting in a
revenue from the land. IFor twenty years or more he
served 1s in this capacity, and then, under the new system,
he tool: upon himself the responsibility of farming the
revenue for a specified nunber of districts in Bengal. This

was the transition period when the English passed from
13
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gimple merchants to the position of the responsible adminis-
trators of the country.

At that time, the Fast India Company had not the staff
to collect taxes direet from the people, or even to control
the eollection by native officials, It therefore adopted the
gystemr of sub-letting the collection of the revenue to a
farmer, who agreed to pay a lump sam for a specified
number of years, generally limited to two, but renewable on
good results. In thiz capacity, Rajuh Devi Sinha did
excellent service, and no farmer of the revenue stood in
higher repute with the authorities than he did. His
contracts were for larger gsums than aay others, and he
always kept faith with the Governmen . The authorities
at Caleutta knew, therefore, that fromw Devi Sinha they
would receive the best and the surest results. This reputa-
tion led not only to their constantly emp.oying him, but, as
the sequel will show, to their thrusting smployments upon
him which he did not seel;, and he thus iacurred one of the
penaltics that attend the too suecessful man. A difficult
charge was thrust upon him, and, despite his reluctance to
do 80, he had to accept.

Having been for twenty-five yoars in the State employ-
ment, and elogely connected all the time with the getting in
of the revenuc, Rajah Devi Sinha became a man of the
highest consideration in Bengal. Ho also amassed con-
sideruble wealth, and added greatly to his paternal estate.
His only brother, Rajah Bahadar Sinha Bahadur, was also
a great territorial magnate, but he did not concern himself
1n revenuo matters, like his elder brother—in the sense, at
least, of incurring responsibility. He had his own exten-
sive estates, he served as o revenue officer, but nothing
would induee him to accept the responsibility of a farmer
of the reverntue, and in this he showed his wisdom. There
was no family of higher consideration in the Pargannahsg
extending from Rungpur to Dinajpur, and including a
great part of the modern Kueh Behar. As a consequence
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Fajah Devi Sinha was not merely welcomed as o farmer by
the Goverrment, but he was always accepted as his own
security, and from first to last he never made default in
Lis undertukings, and sometimes, as heo said himself, he
Fad to male good the deficieney out of his own pocket.

In those days, the Tast Indin Company never atlempted
to bestow honours on Indians. The most it ever did was
to present a. khillat (dress of honour) and to recognize
existent tifles, DBut it could confer posts, and in 1781 it
made Dev: Sinha the Dowan, or Governor, of certain
districts se; forth in the following purwannah :

“Whereas the office of Dewan of Havely, Tecnjerah, ete., and
Parganvah Tidvachpore, efe; has boen conforred on Rajah Devi Sinlia
Ly the Huzzoor, it is vequired that, having performed the duties of his
station with integrity aud uprightness, he fail not in the smallest
degree in ditigence and attention.  Let his behaviour be such as to
tender the body of the people happy and contented, and let him tako
care that the Farmer collects the revenues and transmits therm to the
Presideney.

* Lel him in conducting the business of his Departinent afford the
customary support to the Tarter and promote the improvewent of
the country, because such a conduet will redound o his honour and
be productiv s of much credit to him.”

Shortly after this appointment, the Government, wishing
tio derive v large revenuo from the Rungpur and adjacent
districts, bethought themselves of Rajah Devi Sinha as a
man likely to inerease it.  They offered him the post of
farmer, ard in such o form as showed that he was not
axpecled t) refuse. Ho therefore aceepted the charge, but
with much reluctance, as he tells ug in one of his deposi-
sions : he did it out of loyalty to his employers. The two
years of h's eontract were the equivalent of our years 1781
and 1782 (or thereabouts, for they slightly overlapped),
and he urdertook to provide an increased revenue as the
Huzzoor, or Government, desired. ITe farmed the revenue
ab a fixed total, which he had to, and, as a matter of faet,
lid provide. Naturally, great liberty had to be left to the
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farmer, and the Government never interfered with his
methods so long as there was no disturbance. No doubt
there were some harsh farmers, buf, by the testimony of
the majority of witnesses, Devi Sinha was not one of them,
and towards the ryots he was admitted to be just and con-
giderate. Indeed, his relations were not with the ryofs
themselves, but with the zemindars, or landlords. It was
from the latter that he levied the taxes, and it is not unim-
portant to remmember that he had no direct relations with
the ryots, who may be described as the peasants or the
tillers of the soil.

Bo far as the year 1781 was concerned, the arrangement
worked smoothly. The taxes came in regularly, and the
farmer was able to hand over his full total to the Govern-
ment Treasury withoutloss to himgelf. But the second year
proved disastrous to tho farmer and unsatisfactory to the
Giovernment. Tha zemindars wighed to evade some of their
obligations, and the ryots were cajoled into coneurring in
a diminution of rent, and af the same time incurring an
obligation to make up the difference to the landowner in
the form of special taxes called derinwillah and battal, In
1782, a complote change took place also in market prices,
and consequently in the material eondition of the people.
Owing not to scarcity, but to the abundance of the harvests,
prices fell, and the ryots were unable to sell their grain
and tobacco. Then they resented the payrient of the extra
taxes levied surreptitiously by the zemindars, and refused
to pay them. Their disconient could not be appea :d, and
soon assumed the form of open insurrection in Pangpur
and Dinajpur.

This incident attracted the attention of Governmr :nt, and
a civilian was sent to Rungpur to inquire into the affair.
It was not difficult to learn that the ryots were discontented,
and they alleged that they had genuine grievances in the
levying of the new taxes named. The civilian, Mr. Paterson,
pricked up his ears at the mention of new taxes, and at
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once jumped to the conclusion that the farmer Rajah Devi
Sinha must be the culprit. He also received a miscel-
laneous assortment of evidence as to acts of cruclty, and
there was never any doubt or uncertainty that cruelty was
freely resorted to by the tax-collector in the Mogul realm.
Cruelty in the collection of State ducs was not restricted
to India o Asia; in the eighteenth century it was common
throughout Furope. But if Mr. Paterson had inquired a
little mor» closely, he eould not have failed to find that
Rajah Devi Sinha had the reputation of being an indulgent
“iarmer,” and that whenever he came into direct contact
with the ryots—which was seldom—he treated them with
kindness and consideration.  Indeed, if the situation had
been care’ully considered, it would have been clear to him
that the irterests of the farmer were closely connected with
those of the ryots, and that a state of insurrection menaced
the farmer with ruin.

The following accounts of the insurrection in 1782 show
that it wat serious enough whilo it lnsted :

“In the various depositions taken before the Commigsion
‘n their inquiry into the causes of the insurrcction from
rhe busnenhs, putwarries, ete., they universally attribute
the insurrcetion to the want of money to pay their revenue,
which wart of money is as universally attributed to the
total stagration of all trade: there being little sale of the
various wmticles produced in the district in 1188, and
much less in the yoar 1189 (Bengal years equivalent to
£.D. 1% 1-82).  'This want of money occasioned by the want
of puythasers rendered the ryots incapable of discharging
their verues, and though we could not learn that any
cxeesst e saverities, similar to those inflicted by Hurram
in 1188, wore used to enforce the payment of the revenue
in 1189, yet when the great arrears due to the Rajah from
the several zemindars and under-farmers, and the near
expiration (f his lease, were considered, it must be concluded
that the usual soverities of punishment and coufinement

2
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were used to make the zemindars pay up their revenues,
and that the zemindars punished and confined the under-
farmers and ryots to make them both pay up their
revenue. . . .

“The ryots first met at ——. TIn consequence of a plan
concerted there among themselves they assembled, and
from thence they proceeded to Kymarry, in Tapah, where
by the evidence of ——, Deijenarrain offered to head them,
and he was chosen their nabob with shouts of approbation.
Deijenarrain is the son of Doolub Narrain, who had acted
as nabob in an insurrection which formerly took place in
this distriet about twenty-five years ago, on which account
he was elected the nabob of the late insurraction.

‘“ After this, the insurcents sent twenty-five or thirty
men to Dakally Gunge, who released such people as were
confined there for revenue. ~The ryots of the neighbouring
talooks assembled, and came to them in great numbers,
and presented their nuzzars to Deijenarrain, Deijenarrain
mounted a palanquin, and they proceeded to Balagong,
where, by the advice of , it 'was proposed to go to
Demlah, where Gourmohun was, whom they considered as
having treated them with great severity.

“ The insurgents then circulated lotters to the various
talooks, ordering the ryots to assemble and join them, and
threatening to burn their houses and burn their crops in
case of their refusal and delay. The insurgents determined
to go to Demlah, where they were told that there were
horsemen and burcandasses stationed at Demlah who
would attack them, and therofore it was of little purpose to
go there; but, however, he proposed that the insurgents
should go there, and if they obtained redress it was very
well, but if Gourmohun should attack them they would
rapel his attack, telling Deijenarrain that, as he was nabob,
he must forgive them for what excesses (*‘lootmar ™),
plunder, and murder were committed. That Deijenarrain
considered for some time, and repliel that they did not go
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to fight, but were going for justice; that if Gourmohun
refused them justice and attacked them, that they must
do the best they could, and that he forgave all excesses
(““ lootmar ), plunder, and murder.

“ On this the people all shouted and proceeded towards
Demlah, where they found horsemen and burcandasses
drawn up. 'The insurgents stopped, and Deijenarrain
quitted his palanquin. The insurgents beat their drums
and advancad. When they had approached within half a
mile of the burcandasses, the insurgents gave the Duvy,
daclaring they came for justice, but not to fight. The
burcandasscs gave them encouragement, and promised
them justico. They therefore advanced about the distance
of an arrow’s flight, when a gun was fired by the bur-
eandagses, and one mat was killed on the part of the
irsurgents,” on which they began to {ly; but, observing
that other parties had arrived from the southward and
weastward, tl.ey returned and killed two of the burcandasses.
The horsemen and burcandasses fled, and report was made
that Gournohun was taken. Deijenarrain said: ‘Take
care of him; he is o Brahmin.,  Marrow mut (Do not kill
or beat him' .’ :

“On this the insurgents uabtacked Deijenarrain, who
retired 1o a distance, and (tourmohun was killed by the
insurgents.

“ Mors burcandasses being reported, the ingurgents retired
to the banks of a river ; but on the sight of some horsemen
approaching, they fled. Some were taken by the horsemen,
and some houses were burnt.

“ After th.s, Keenah Sirdar was appointed nabob of the
ingurgonts. As they wers going to Harabary they saw
Goeeulmattal stationed on the banks of a tank near the
haot when they gave the duvy, and said : < Give us justice !
Why do you come fo kill us? Goculmattah beckoned to
them to comn, and told them he would give them redress.
Whereupon some of them threw down their clubs, and
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others put them under their arms, and were going to
him. When they had approached within an arrow’s flight,
the burcandasses and horsemen digcharged their arrows
and guns at them, and wounded two ryots, on which the
insurgents surrounded and attacked Goculmattah, killing
him and two burcandasses.

“ The ryots in Dinagepore assembled, beat their amlah,
plundered the cutcherry of what revenue was collected
and deposited there, and carried off with them the papers
and the amlab to Chenglee, where they were attacked and
dispersed by Mirza Mahomed Tuckey, who was sent to
guppress them by order of Mr. Goodlad. The ringleaders
were sent to Rungpore, and the remainder were sent or
returned to their homes.

“ Notwithstanding the declaration of the ryots that they
would rather return to their homes, they only separated
for a time and assembled in different parts, murdered
Goculmattah, who had arrived only three days in the
district to carry on the eollections. As they continued
assembling, Mr. Goodlad then ordered the officer whom he
had sent with sepoys to attack the insurgents and disperse
them. The officer attacked them and killed many of them,
and they dispersed when the district was, in consequence
of this action, reduced to quiet and obedience.”

The description of the eircumstances of the rising, given
by Mr. Goodlad, Collector of Rungpur, supplements that
provided by the Commission of Inquiry, and may be quoted
here :

“In the month of April, 1781, I was appointed Collector
of Rungpore, and in the same month a general settlement
of the lands took place. The provinces of Rungpore,
Dinagepore, and Goragaut were given in farm at an
increased rent to Rajah Devi SBinha for the term of two
years, and the farmer was placed under my superintendence.
During the first year the farmer fulfilled his engagements
to Government with a punctuality superior to any other
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renter in Bengal. In the second year (though the settle-
ment of Rungpore made by the farmer with his under-
writers was near half a lakh of rupees less than his
engagements with Government), towards the expiration of
his lease, part of the distriet rose in arms against him
when not half the revenue of the year was realized,
murdered such of his officers as they could seize, erected a
nabob and government among themselves, raised contribu-
tions, marched through sundry parts of the distriet in
arms, compsalled such natives as were peaceably inclined
to join thom in opposition to all authority, and by
proclamation forbid all payments of revenue to Govern-
ment.

“ Mo yuell so formidable an insurrection, I was obliged,
after trying every lenmient ineasure, to have recourse to
military aid. Some lives were lost, buf in about a month
I had the happiness to subdue the insurgents, and restore
puace to the district.”

These narratives may be completed by the following
extracts from the reply made by the Rajah Devi Sinha
when the charges wera brought against him in July, 1783.
It is perfectly clear, from the tone and language of the
letter, that e had no congciousness of guilt, and that he
did not at that moment vealizo the severe ordeal that lay
before him :

“ I have recoived the committee’s purwannah, directing
ma to deliver in my answer to several articles of complaint
which Mr. Paterson hag transmitted to them, and am very
glad that they have afforded me this opportunity of vin-
dicating myself against the false representations of my
onemies. :

“ From the first day of my appointment to Rungpore to
the time when T was suspended from my employment in
the transact.on of my business, I have never deviated from
the principlss of equity and moderation, but have strictly
aclhered to the orders of the Huzzoor and the custom of
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the country, all which on inquiry I am conscious will
appear. De pleased to consider, gentlemen, by whom the
complaints against me have been preferred. The com-
plainants are for the most part the zemindars, who them-
selves, long before my arrival in that part of the country,
were guilty of many of the oppressions of which they at
present accuse e, every species of mathoat having been
impoged by them, and the cultivation of the country thereby
greatly impeded. Desides, the zemindars imagined that,
by complaining in this manncr, they would avoid the pay-
ment of their balances, and in fact they have accomplished
their object, for from the time of Mr. Paterson’s arrival at
Rungpore the sum of 1,000 rupees has not been collected.

“When the year 1189 was nearly expired, and the zemin-
dars also knew that my leage was only for the two years,
and saw that 1 exerted myself in my business at the very
time of the heavy collections, they created disturbances
and put o total stop to them, and notwithstanding that
Mr. Goodlad issued orders direeting all those who thought
themselves aggrieved to make their complaints known to
him g0 that they should be redressed, they paid no regard
thereto, but spread confasion and disorder throughout the
whole district.

*“ When the report was first cireulated that Mr. Paterson
was coming to inquire into the disturbances, I considered
his deputation as a favourable event to me, and depended
upon his support in realizing the balanees; buf in this I
was disappointed, for he has received the false complaints
of the zemindars, transmitted them to the Committee, and
not afforded me the loast assistance in recovering the
balances. By the complaints which have been sent down,
my reputation has been greatly affected. DBe assured,
gentlemen, that on inquiry they will never be found capable
of proof. )

‘““You are also acquainted with the custom of the country,
and know that when a European ameen is deputed on
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any husiaess into the Mofussil, the whole country comes
to him to complain, beeause the zemindars and ryots look
upon this as a favourable opportunity, and make complaints
to him, right or wrong, with the view that the payment of
their balunces will not bo enforced. 'This happened when
Mr. Taterson eame to Rungpore.

‘ The zemindars instigated the ryots info an insurrection,
and the insurgenis set firc to the sagawal's cutchery,
joined the nabobs of the Dhing, murdered Gourmohun,
Goculmattah, ete., seized and carried off the Company’s
revenues, and took refuge at Serrooppore, a place forming
the bouncary of two districts.”

Tho same purwannah from the 1lajah contains a full
sxaminatisn of the finaneial points of the case and his
veplies thereto, but as they will be dealt with in the next
chapter it is unnecessary to quote them textually here.

The exolanation of the trouble which befell the Rajah,
and whiel will be set forth in the following chaptors by a
summary of the Government’s proceedings, is to be found,
first, in Mr. Paterson’s isnorance of loeal customs, and,
secondly, in his desire fo obtain personal notoriety by
probing to its root what seemed to be a scandal. His
information was derived from: the zemindars and the ryots
amenable fo their authority, and it was quite easy to make
out a plausible case against the farmer of the taxes. There
had nndoubtedly been a popular rising attendad with some
hloodshed and considerable loss to the Company’s revenue,
and, as tranquillity was the first essential from the Govern-
ment’s poiat of view, a scapegoat was sought and found in
Rajab Devi Sinha, Indeed, if Mr. Paterson had confined
his attackes to the Rajah, there is no saying that he would
not have suceseded i imposing hig will on the supreme
Couneil, but fortunately for Devi Sinha he attacked every-
body—the Collector, Mr. Goodlad, the Commissioners, and
even the governing Board.

For a time, however, it seemed as if he would carry
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everything in his own way. Rajah Devi Sinha was removed
from his post and ordered to Calcutta, where he was kept
in waiting over a year before he knew what he was charged
with. Mr, Goodlad, the Rungpur Collector, was also sus-
pended and summoned to Caleutta to explain his proceed-
ings. Mr. Paterson appealed to the public conseience
against the enormities he had discovered, and many persons
were more or less frightencd. Indeed, the Governor-
General’s Council treated the worst tirades of Mr. Paterson
with marvellous forbearanece, seeing that they did not
escape from his shafts as well as others. It was very
fortunate that communieations between India and Iingland
then took six months, and that there was no sensational
press fo descant on the forms of compulsion to which
recalcitrant taxpayers: were subjected under the Mogul
gystem which in 1781-8% had not been disturbed. A few
sfrong men held out at the beginning againgt Mr. Paterson’s
inginuations. Sir John Shore, President of the Board of
Revenue, declared that they were no evidence against Devi
Sinha. But the Governor-General’s Council, atter taking
fifteen months to consider the matter, decided to institute
an inquiry, which will be deseribed in the next chapter.
The public opinion of England, the party strifo of the
House of Commons, had not yet embraced Indian questions,
but the shadow of the Hastings indictment already began
to obscure the air.



CHAPTIIR 111
TIIE CHARGES AGAINST DIVI SINITA

In tho report of the trial of Warren Hastings at the bar of
the Hous: of Lords there are repeated refercnces by the
prosecuting counsel to the “ enormities ” of Devi Sinha, or,
a8 it Is spelt in the Minutes of lividence, “Deby Sing.”*
The case for the prosecution being that Warren HMastings
wag a monster, it was necessary to support it by showing
that he had hirveling monsters under him, and one of those
fixed apon was Devi Sinha. = The proseeuting counsel hav-
ing shown an intention to bLring in “the enorwnities of
Deby Sirg” as being equivalent to ““ the enormities of
Warren Hastings,” the Lord Chancellor ruled that *“ it was
not cempetent for them o cive evidence of the enormities
actually committed by Deby Sing, the same not being
charged ia the impeachment.” = Buf, the ruling notwith-
standing, the Court was rogalod with a pretty full history of
his doings and alleged migdecds, and the following narra-
tive of tho true case as rehutting the slander is compressed
from the official pupers. The result, as in the case of
Warren Hastings, must be regarded as a full acquittal.

It may Dbe interesting, hefore setting forth the case
according to the evidence and purticulars collected and
put forward in Bengal, to give a sample of Burke’s denun-
ciation of the unfortunate Ilindun gentleman whom, without
any possiHility of defending himself, he wished to brand for

* In the report of the trial and gencrally throughout the records of

the sime th: Rajab’s nume is spelt Deby Sing.
95
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all time with infamy. He accuses him first of indulging
“in the humble, sneaking, suppliant tone of an accused
person,” and then becoming so bold and confident that he
constituted himself “ Mr. Daterson’s accuser.” The docu-
ments quoted hereafter will give the reader the means of
forming his own opinion on the subject; but, even in the
Court, Mr. Burke’s indictment failed to reach its mark, for
Mr. Edward Law (afterwards the first Lord Ellenborough),
leading counsel for the defence, denounced ‘‘ what I will
call the very shocking and atrocious fable of Deby Sing.”

But it was ITastings himself who gave, in a speech of
great moderation, the death-blow to Burke’'s romance. The
following are the pertinent passages from the Governor-
General’s angwers to the charges:

“My Lords, I will not detain your Lordships by advert-
ing for any length to the story told by the Manager
(Burke), who opened the general charge relative to the
horrid cruelties practised on the natives of Dheejumla by
Deby Sing. It will be sufficient to say that the Manager
never ventured to introduce thig story in the form of a
charge, though pressed and nrged to do so in the strongest
possible terms both in and out of Parliament.

“ My, Paterson, on whose authority he relied for the
truth of his assertions, and with whom he said he wished
to go down to posterity, has had the generosity to write to
my attorney in Caleutta, for my information, that he felt
the sincerest concern to find his reports turned to my dis-
advantage, as I had acted as might be expected from a man
of humanity throughout all the transactions in which Deby
Sing was concerned.

“ Had the cruelties which the Manager stated really been
inflicted, it was not possible, as he very well knew at the
time, to impute them even by any kind of forced construe-
tion to me.

“ My Lords, it is a fact that I was tho first person to give
Mr. Paterson an ill-opinion of Deby Sing, whose conduct
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upon forraer occasions had left an unfavourable and, per-
haps, an anjust impression upon my mind. In employing
Deby Sirg, I certainly yiclded up my opinion to that of
Mr. Anderson and Mr. Shove, who had better opportunities of
knowing iim than I could have.

“In tae course of the inquiry into his condact, he
received aeither favour nor countenance from me nor from
any meniber of the Board. That inquiry was carried on
principally when I wag at Lucknow, aud was not corapleted
during my government, thongh it was commenced and con-
tinued w:th every possible solernity, and with the sincerest
desire on my part and on the part of my colleagues to do
strich and impartial justice.

“The result I have read in England; and it certainly
appears that, though the man was not entirely innocent,
the extent of his gnilt hore no gort of proportion to the
magnitude of the charges against him. In particular, it
proved that the most hovribls of those horrible acts, 8o
artfully detailed and with such effect in thig place, never
were conemitted at all,

“Heri: 1 leave the subject, convinced that every one of
your lordships must feel for the unparalleled injustice that
wag dons to me by the introduction and propagation of that
atrocious ealumny.”

We will now proceed to tell the story of Devi Sinha's
ordeal from the oflicial Minutes and Proceedings of the
Bengal Government. It is told heve for the first time,

The perusal of the last chapter must have shown that
Devi Sinha was a remarkable man. Otherwise, he could
never have held the rarely combined offices of  Farmer of
the Revonne, Security, and Dewan.” The counsel for the
progecuiion alleged that such a combination had never been
allowed before, but this assertion only betrayed ignorance
of Indian facts, for the combination of farmer and security
in one person was quite common, and, in at least one other
case, tho position of dewan had been combined with them.
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The evidence on this point given by Mr. John Shore, after-
wards Lord Teignmouth, is conclusive. e wrote :

“ Rajah Deby Sing was farmer, security, and dewan of
Rungpore. The union of the two former offices in the
same person requires no explanation, sinee the practice is
very general, and is founded upon solid and obvious
reasons. The investiture of the office of dewan during the
period in which he held the farm is less eommon, but not
without a precedent, for Rajah Cullyan Singh stood pre-
cisely in the same predicament with regard to the Province
of Behar.”’

With regard to the insinuation of My, Paterson (who was
certainly the originator of tl wdal), the Council said :
“The imputations thrown 7 Mr. Paterson on the
grounds of this appointment appear to us of little con-
sequence. The reasong arve deduced from conjectures, not
from facts.”

The first point to be established is, that however rarely
the duly qualified person presented himself, there was
nothing unwarrantable in Warren Tastings entrusting
guch a man as Devi Sinha with a double or treble office.

One of the first charges agninst Devi Sinha was that, in
the last year of his holding office, he had collected a sum
cf about 19,704 rupces from one pargannah, and put it
down to the accounts of the previous year. This was
alleged to be proof of his squeezing the people and extort-
ing money to which he had no right. The Couneil at Fort
William, without waiting for fuller information, decided
that Devi Sinha was in the wrong, and called upon him to
pay in the 19,704 rupees to the Treasury. This the Rajah
expressed his willingness to do under protest, and his
defence reads like that of an honest man :

“1 am directed, in consequence of the orders from the
gentlemen of the Council at Caleutta, to pay the sum of
19,704.10 rupees, baing the revenue of 1182, on account of
the Mchals of the Chuckla Akbunagur, collected by me
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and brought to the account of 1181. T answer that I col-
lected 20€94.4.10 Sicea rupees, on account of the revenue
1182, in which year the Mehals were under the care of my
officers w0 the end of Bhadon, and have rendered the
accounts to the mutsuddin of Nabob Ihteram-ud-Dowlah,
as appears by the chelaun, which 1 can produce under the
sighaturo of Mofussil oflicers, who took in return a receipt
from the officers belonging to me. If there are any errors
in these accounts I am ready to render them again,
DBesides the sum above mentioned, of which I have
rendered an account, I did not collect & daum of the
revenue of 1182. If the contrary can, on examination, be
proved, . am ready to answer it.

“But one thing that the mutsuddies of the Nabob
Thteram-ud-Dowlah disputeabout : in the three pargannahs
of Detteah, ete., which are ineluded in the pargannah of
Rajemel al, it is customary for the collection to commence
at the bnginning of Sauwun and to be finished at the end
of Agsar, and agreeably to this L collected, and the nabob
will do himself the same in future. His mutsuddies, not-
withstanding this, want the colleetions made from those
thres Mehals to be inserted contrary to the established
usage anong the Aumdunny of 1182, When this shall
be examined into, you will, by attending to the established
custom, perceive the injustice of if, for I made the collec-
tions and dispatches in the samo manner as wag done in
Mr, Harwood’s time, and this is agreeably to the usage of
the cour try in many places.

“The Mehals in quostion were, in Mr. Harwood’s time,
under the management of Roy Dulul Ram, and he likewise
went on agreeably to this custom. He is now present ; let
an inqu:ry be made of him, or else let the examination be
entrustcd by the Council to the Khalsa Shereefa, or to the
decizion3 of the Comongoe's offices. Whatsoever shall be
decided agreeably to the Sudder and Mofussil papers, and
accordirg to the established custom, I will abide by.”
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Mr. Cleveland, the loeal collector, was consulted, and
bore out Devi Sinha’s statement, adding that, ‘“by the
custom of the country, he was undoubtedly entitled to do
what he had done.” Incidentally he let out the secret of
the trouble. The pernicious custom of anticipating the
revenue was put a stop to a year or so after Devi's retire-
ment, with the consequence that his successor would have
been in the end the loser of part of a year’s revenue. The
Council, having satisfied themselves that there was no case
against Devi Sinha, and at the same time that it would be
very hard on his successor to lose the money, directed that
the balance be written off, and eredit given for the amount
to the new farmer.

The next c¢harge againgt Devi Sinha related to the dis-
turbances at LRlungpur, a large zemindari which he rented
through o nomines, named Comal Uddin Hussein.

This oceurrence is deseribed in the following passage
from the official report on the subject.

“On February 6, 1783, we received a letter from the
Collector of Rungpore, dated January 27, communicating
the first information of an alarming disturbance which had
arigen in the Province, and had become general; that the
ingurgents had murdered one of the Mofussil gomastahs,
named Gouranmohun; that the insurrection had begun
withdut the least notice, or even the smallest complaint ;
and by a subsequent lotter, dated February 6, we were
informed that the ryots had chosen a nalob or chief of the
insurrection, and compelled others to join them; that a
military force had been employed against them, and that
the disturbance was not suppresged without great opposi-
tion and the loss of many lives. It appearing to us a very
uncommon and extraordinary disturbance, we deemed it
our indispensable duty to order a particular investigation
of the causes and nature of it.

“For this purpose we invested Mr. Paterson with a
special commission, and deputed him to Rungpore. At
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the same time, the most positive directions were sent to the
collector and farmer to co-operate with and assist him in
his inquiries.

“Ag the object of this investigation was lo ascertain
whether the inhabitants of a whole district were driven to
resistance and insurrection by the oppression and severity
of the farmer, Rajah Devi Sinha, and his agents; or
whether they were instigated to rise in arms from the hope
of protracting and ultimately evading the demands upon
them for rent; it is to be regretted that Mr. Paterson’s
inquiries do not furnish proofs sufficiently accurate to
enabla u3s to decide with certainty upon a matter so
importans in its consequelices.”

The elarges brought by the zemindurs of Rungpur
against Rajal Devi Sinha, whose proceedings were alleged
to be the cause of the loeal disturbances, were divided
under seven heads. They were:

1. I[nersasing the Jumma beyond the ability of country
to pay.

2. Compelling the zemindars to sign engagements for
the revenue of their raspective zemindaris, and afferwards
confining them and employing other persons in making
the collections.

3. Imposition of various taxes over and above the
Jumma.

4. Deducting large sums from the receipts.

5. Charging exorbitant batta, and short weight, by which
means the demands for revenue were increased, the welght
of which fell ultimately on the ryots.

6. selling the talooks, cammar lands, cte., at an under
value.

7. Kxeossive severibies exercised to compel payment of
the demands of revenue.

With ragard to the first charge, which may be defined
aa affacting an increase amounting to 86,489 rupees, the
Rajab admitted the facts, but readily offered an explana-
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tion, which seemed to show that he at least was not
ashamed of them. His explanation reads as follows:

¢« A Mofussil settlement is never realized. Great expenses
are incurred by employing people in the collections, and
paying interest for money; that, after paying his revenue
and defraying those charges and the loss he is liable to
gustain from other quarters, the residue would not be a
sum disproportionate to his trouble and risk under such
extensive engagements.”

This explanation was accepted as reasonable because,
ag noted, “Devi Sinha did not receive any allowance as
farmer.” Hisg salary and allowance as dewan were 9,045
rupees a year.

We come now to the second charge of compelling the
semindars to sign, and of then confining them. The
situation cannot be made clearer than by epitomizing the
official report.

In the first place, the term ““zemindars ** was not used
accurately in the list of charges. It was employed as if
they acted themselves, whereas among them were many
women and children, and the majority of the others
employed dewans as representatives. One of these was
named Gourmohun, and in Assar 1183 he signed a settle-
ment at Dinajpur with Devi Sinha for the zemindari of
Carjeehaut. This settlement was not deemed satisfactory
by the zemindar, who went himself to Dinajpu. to have it
altered. Instead of this object being attained, he agreed
to sign it himself, and Gourmohun was dismissed from his
post as general dewan of the zemindari body, This
mark of displeasure did not prove all that it seemed to
imply, for a few weeks later Gourmohun was reinstated in
his old office, but it gave colour to the story that the
zemindar of Carjeehaut and others had been coerced into
ratifying a settlement to which they were really averse.
The official verdict on this point was the only one possible :
“ Ag no proofs have been laid before us of the force com-
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plained of by the zemindars to extort those writings from
vhem or their agents, we must consider them as valid until
the alleged force shall be fully proved.”

Devi Sir:ha’s version of the facts was that the zemindars
came to him voluntarily, that he never interfered in the
collection which was managed by the zemindars and their
agents, and finally that & man named Hurram, “by the
zemindars' appointment and by his own bond,” had
wecome security, and was responsible for the whole distriet.
Hurram was in a certain sense Devi Sinha’s nominee and
represontative, and acted by flxed instructions contained
in a document entitled Wajebad Avuz. On this point Devi
Sinha said : * If Hurram has acted contrary to my orders,
signified to him upon this Wajebad Aruz, he is the person
who should be responsible.” And the official conclusion
was that, * from the substance of the Wajebad Aruz and
the tenor of Devi Singh’s answers, there is reason to
helieve thet he was cousidered both by Devi Singh and
himself as the collector of Rungpore, acting under Devi
Singh’s orlers, independent of the zemindars.”

With rezard to ITurramm, the report goes on to allege
that some time after these incidents, and, indeed, whilst
they were being considered, * the zemindars in 1189 com- .
plained to Devi Singh against Hurram for exactions and
oppressions during the time ho held the management of
the colleetions. He reforred their complaints to arbitrators,
who made an award tinding Huarram guilty of having
exacted a part of the sum complained of, acquitting him of
another part, and leaving yet another part undecided. It
was also alleged that Hurram had cwployed violenee and
threats, but this information does not appear to have been
given on oath.”

To this general charge Devi Sinha’s reply was that
¢ Tlurram had the sole munagenient of the collections of
the district during the year, and that he did not interfere
in the business.” And upon further inquiry the Committee

3
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found * that Rajah Devi Singh actually resided in Dinajpore
the whole or the greater part of the year 1188, at which
distance it would have been difficult for him to attend so
closely to the conduct of Hurram and his officers in Rung-
pore as to restrain them from acts of oppression, which
can only be effected by a local control. We must also
observe that the proofs of these charges, although capable
of clear and direct evidence, have not been laid before us.”

Coming next to the disturbances and their origin, the
Committes wrote :

“The Muchulka of Sheik Mahomed Mullah, Collector
of Carjeehaut, in which he says, according to the former
plan and papers, he collected, in conjunction with the
zemindars, the tax of Dereenwillah. 1t does not appear that
Mr. Paterson examined evidence to prove the authority of
the two former papers, and Sheik Mahomed Mullah
denied upon oath hefore the Commitice that he collected
those taxes. IFrom his examination it appears that, when
he was deputed Sezawul, Rajah Devi Singh gave him an
account, stating the whole of the remaining demand againgt
Carjeehant for the year, and ordered him to collect it;
and being asked if these two articles were included in the
gross amount, he said he did not know ; that the zemindars
were at this time in Rungpore under peons, and that two
of them, Rameaunt and Sham Chowdry, went with him to
the Mofussil ; that he kept peons (Mohussils) over them, in
which state they continuned until the insurrection broke
out. And yet he swears that the zemindars did every-
thing.

““The evidence of this man, although very evasive and
suspicious, destroys the effect of the Muchulka he before
delivered. We must here observe that the exaction of
Batta and Dereenwillah is what the ryots prineipally
complained of on their first rising. In their answer to
Mr. Goodlad’s firgt purwannah they complain of Dereen-
willah and an increage on their rents of two annas (Batta),
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and that these taxes were the principal cause of the
ingurrection appears probable from the behaviour of the
people.”

In further support of the alleged ill-treatment which
was resosted to to bring in the taxes, and which was the
direet cause of the disturbances, a series of attestations
was produced. According to them a Tokedar named
Jadoonundun Surmah committed various acts of cruelty,
flogging some victims and pulling out the whiskers of
others. Mr. Palerson had accepted these statements with
absolute credulity, and it is rather remarkable to find that
the Committee followed hig example. Yot in no country in
the world was it 80 easy ag'in India to fabricate evidence.

Whatever its causes, the following description of the
insurreciion seems nccurate enough

“With regard to the rise and progress of the insurrection
we find that it Legan in Carjeshaut, Coonkneah, and Tepah
about the 7th of Mang. The Collector, on receiving infor-
mation of it, dispatched the Nazir Gomanee to the ryots in
Carjechaut to know the cause of it; hut a little after he
sent Lala Manick Chund with a purwannah to the ryots,
desiring them to depute, without any apprehension, a part
of their number to lay thair complaints before him, assuring .
them of redress. On the other hand, should they continue
their depredations, he would send a party of sopoys against
them, scize and punish them as thieves and dacoits, The
ryots near Calpanny had killed Gourmohun and drove the
other Amlah out of the country.

“They received the purwannah with great respect, and
on being assured that they would be only requived to pay
jumma and batta as in 1187, they prowmised to return to
their homes. Meanwhile, Lioutenint Macdonald was
coming up at the head of o small force to deal with the
ryots if they did not give in. In the beliel that the ryots
had returned to their homes, the Sezawuls were again sent
into ths Mofussil. When one of them issued Tallab
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Chitties for revenue, three or four thousand ryots assembied
and attacked him. Nion Singh, a subahdar, was seni to
his assistance. The insurrection spread to other parts of
the distriet, and appeaved so formidable to the Collector
that he thought it necessary to collect as many barkandazes
as he could. Several battles were fought between the ryots
and the sepoys. On February 12 the ryots wrote another
petition to the Collector, in which they complained that he
had not done them justice. He replied that their complaint
was false, and that they muset pay Batta, and that they
must pay Curtennee according to 1187. Hostilities con-
tinued until February 22, when # decisive battle was fought
and sixty ryots were loft dead on the plain. Several were
taken prisoners, and an end was put to the disturbances.”

The effect of the disturbances was to draw greater
attention to the Rungpore situntion, and at this point it
will be appropriate to give Devi Sinha’s replies to the
various charges. Yirst, with regard to the alleged sale of
talooks in Rungpore he wrote: “ My answer respecting the
sale of talooks in Rungpore is as follows :

“Qut of the sum stated as- Wassil amounting to
77,776,18.4 rupees, only 29,220,2.12.3 rupees wag received
into the Treasury. I have said all I know on this head. As
to the balance, amounting to 48,556,0.11.4 rupeces, this was
the sale made by the zemindars of their own free will, and,
as is the custom in Rungpore, without tho knowledge of the
Collector, the Dewan, or the Sudder Mustager. I know
not even the names of the sellers. The gentlemen have
taken no notice of this, but in their Report to the Couneil
have stated the whole of it to have been received by me.
I beg your attention to this.

“Raranr Drvr Siver.”

Secondly, on the subject of Dereenwillah and the other
alleged new taxes. he wrote:
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1 have received your purwannah setting forth that the
Bundobuut of Rungpore for 1190 had arrived under the
signature of Mr. Goodlad, from which it appeared that in
the ysar (188 g tax existed under the head of Dereenwillah
amounting to 56,921.3 rupees, and another tax under the
head of Woosul Curtennee of 43,427.12.18.2 rupees, and in
the year 1189 a tax called Dereenwillah of 87,038.9.6 rupees
amounting in all to 1,87,387.8.19.2 rupees, and desiring me
to explain these articles, and declare by whose orders they
were imposed. Gentlemen, the zemindars received no
orders from any person to assess Mahtoots under the heads
of Dereevwillah and Curtennee. The zemindars delivered
Muchulkiis into the Shoristah for-1188 and 1189 to the
tollowing purport; that they would collect the afsul, or
original rents, with the Aboabs n use in the year 1187,
and would not collect any new Mahtoots from the ryots.
Several yurwannahs issucd from the Huzzoor during 1188
and 1189 to the zemindarg to the same purport, and the
zemindars rencwed their Muchulkas upon receipt of the
purwannahs,

“All these are fortheoming and shall be produced
whenever you please to order them. The following is an
explanation of Derecnwillah and Curtennes as far as has
come to my knowledge. From the time that the zemindars
got possession of the country by engaging for the revenues,
they colladed with the ryots, mundals, and patwarries, ste.,
and lowered the original rents of the ryots, unknown to the
Colleetor, in order $o male their zemindaries appear defi-
cient in assets and to conceal the ganjaysh, or profits. To
effect this they allowed the ryots deductions under the
seven following heads :

1. Delasgy Cummee. 4. Karijie Cummee.
2. Buksinda Cummee. 5. Polotucka Cummee,
8. Nerikh Cummee. 6. Mooktah Cummee.

7. Paykasht Cummee.
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“ Having made false deductions from the Jumma under
these heads, they at the time of making a hustabood, or
settlement, assessed Mahtoots on the ryots under the heads
of Dereenwillah and Russoom Parbonnee, ete., and brought
them upon the Jummabundy ; and in some instances the
patwarries collected Curtennee from the ryots and gave
them pottahs at under-rents, unknown to the zemindars.
Whenever & measurement was ordered, the ryots objected,
and agreed to pay a Mahtoot of one or two annas Dereen-
willah to avoid the measurement; and whenever a new
collector was sent into the district, the ryots complained
of these Mahtoots, representing that they were prohibited,
and desiring to pay the revenues agreeably to their pottahs
and no more, in this manner laying a foundation for a
balance in the revenue: And this practice they have
always regularly pursued, receiwving deductions with one
hand, and paying Mahtoots with the other. The articles
stated in the Bundobust alluded fo have been in use from
Mr. Purling’s time to Mr. Bogle’s time in 1187. If the
accounts of ten or twenty years back are examined, the
same custom will be found to have prevailed, which I have
fully ascertained ; and that also appears from the account
Bundobust of 1190.

“Mr. Goodlad transmitted to the Committee such papers
as he received from the zemindars. [ have authentic
accounts, Jummabundy, of one ryot, one monzah, and one
purgunnah, for three or four years back, which will prove
the chicanery of the zemindars, and shall be delivered
when called for. Those papers will justify one person and
involve & hundred in guilt.

“Until you thoroughly understand the chicanery of
them, in the first place a servant of Government will be
ruined, and in the second place the public revenue will
decrease yearly, for the reasons already sot forth,

“ Rasan Devi SiNen.”
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It was at this stage in the question that a material
difference of view revealed itself between the two English
officials, Mr. Goodlad and Mr. Paterson. Mr. Goodlad sup-
ported Davi Sinha; Mr. Paterson accepted the zemindars’
and ryots’ statements without sufficient examination; and
the consequence was that a controversy arose between the
two that reflected on the dignity of the service and aroused
the ire of the Governor-General in Council. It was under
these conditions that the five following Resolutions were
passed Ly the Government, then headed by Warren
Hastings. They read:

1. That the Committee of Revenuo do order that Devi Singh be
unmediately arrosted and confined in the Khalsa for the
neavy balanco of revenuc which he owes to tho Company,
und more espocially as u person accused of the most cruel
appression and extortions.

“4, That the Committes be directed to take proper measures for
securing his property, to answor all just demands of the
Jompany, as woll as thoso of the oppressed zemindars and
ryots of the distriets which he farmed.

“%. Trat the Comumittce be informed the Board will appoint a
Comiuission, consisling of three of the Company’s servants,
{o investigate effectually those accusations against Devi
Hingh and his deputy officers whom Mr. Paterson has
reported to the Conunittee, and which may admit of more
ceterminate and legnl proof,

“4. That Mr. Goodlad be ordered inumediately to attend the
Board to answer certain eharges whieh appear against him
in the course of this inguiry.

“5. Tht a person be appointed to take charge of the Collections
and Adawlut $ill further orders.”

For the moment Mr. Patorson’s allegations that the
zemindars had fled the country and the ryots risen in
insurrection through ¢ Lajah Devi Singh’s oppressions”
were accepted, and Mr. Goodlad’s view that ‘it was all the
chicanory of the zemindars™ did not find favour. The
further incuiry was to find out the truth. For the moment
Devi Sinhu was the chief sufferer. 1lere follows his protest

against the affront put upon lim :
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¢ A Dustuck reciting that I am in balance 3,90,200 and
odd rupees, and that I have put many persons to death,
having been sent to me with some peons, I have been
ordered to be kept in the Khalsa, which order T have
without the smallest altercation obeyed, and am now there
in the charge of peons. But as T am fthe servant, the
subject of, and obedient in all respects to, the Government,
and have never been deficient in any matter, I cannot,
therefore, but greatly wonder over the infelicity of my fate
that, without my being sent for to the presence, I should,
without being made acquainted with or questioned relative
either to the matter of the balance or that of the murders,
be at once thrown into confinement.

“ Wherefore I heg leave to represent if, in respect to the
balances outstanding in the country of Rungpore and due
from the zemindars, the collection of which was prevented
by Mr. Paterson, on what aathority I do not presume to
determine.

“If, forgiving the zemindars these balances, it being
nevertheless your pleasure to exact thom from me, why is
my credit thus destroyed, and my reputation and character
thus injured, since a loss of character to me must inevit-
ably carry along with it every loss to Government, besides
that life itself is but a secondary consideralion to be
devoted to the preservation of one’s honour., When things
come to this pass, Government will then be no gainers.
1 am therefore hopeful that, calling me before you, you will
first inquire into the.merits of my answer delivered on the
20th February relative to the matter of balances, and I
make not the least objection to pay whatever may appear
justly due from me; for I am not of the profession of
a zemindar, and I have heretofore paid towards the
Revenue the amount of more than iwo lakhs of rupees,
which T was obliged to acquire for the purpose of taking
up the amount on loan. And now also I remain under the



THE CHARGES AGAINST DEVI SINHA 41

shadow of Government, with my life, property, and family
at their disposal.

“And if the gentlemen have entertained suspicions of
my havirg put any persons to death, and that my oppres-
sions are to be proved by the declarations of those persons
who are in balance, and the very people who have been the
causes of all the disturbances (for from such information
are the testimonies procured by Mr. Paterson and delivered
on by him to the Committee).

*1f without inquiry, gentlemen, you should have deemed
such productions valid, and have thereupon conceived me
guilty of such aects, in resentwment for which my confine-
ment has been ordered, I can nevertheless aver and assure
you that the facts so charged to my account will never be
verified or established ; for in truth [ have not put to death
or murd»red 8o much ag & bird, and if any one murder can
be proved against me I am ready to mako restitution for it
with my own person and thosc of all my family ; bub until
the truth be ascertained I caunob consider it but very
opposite to the credit of the gentlemen’s Government that
I should in the meanwhile sutfer without cause.

“* Consider also what constraint I have been under for
this twelve months past, to have obliged me to repair to
Calcutta and to remain here in constant attendance on the
gentlemsn, whose every order has uniformly met with my
ready oledience, and to whom I have never failed regularly
to deliver in my answers to tho complaints without ever
having made use of the smallest evasion or delay, instead
of which the present orders have been issued. Besides the
English gentlemen I have no other dependence. 1 thers-
fore rely on their listening to my representations, and
passing a just judgment on my conduct.”

For the moment, however, Mr. Paterson’s personal views
—not vntinged with sensationalism, for he doclared that
“ thousands of eyes were turned on the (Jovernment to see
how it would act in this matter "—prevailed over the more
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sober judgment of the Board of Revenue to the effect that
“ the proofs hitherto produced of the Rajah’s guilt are not
sufficiently strong,” and Warren Hastings felt bound to
appoint o strong Commission of Inquiry. Mr. G. E. Pete,
Mr. T. P. Broughton, and Mr. William Douglas were the
Commissioners, and Mr. Charles Ogilvie was appointed
Secretary.

The instructions to the Commission were set out in a
long despateh of thirty-two paragraphs. They were to
inquire into the causes of the disturbances, amounting to
an insurrection, in Rungpore. They were told that ¢ the
ingurgents represented them to have been caused by the
oppressions and undue exactions of Devi Singh, the Govern-
ment’s farmer, and of his officers; whilst Devi Singh
imputed it to an inferested desire on the part of the
zemindars and ryots to obstruct his realizing from them
{(more especially as his lease was then drawing to a close)
the proper and due revenue.” The point submitted to the
Commission could not have been put more fairly.
Mr. Paterson prejudged the case, assuming Devi Sinha'’s
guilt, and regarding those who held their judgment in
suspense as his accessories.

At this junecture Devi Sinha, who was detained in
Caleutta, while the Commission proceeded to Rungpore,
petitioned to be released on his giving security for any
amount that he might be called npon to pay. Here follows
his petition :

““ As at the time of my delivering my first petition to the
Honourable Board I was, from the apprehension of losing my
honour, altogether distracted, I had not well examined the
fenor of the Dustuck, because the peons, coming to me in
the night time without my being in the least aware of their
approach, waked me from my sleep and carried me to the
Khalsa, where they detained me. I have since taken up a
copy of the Dustuck and pereeive the term ‘murder’ is not
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used in it. The contents are as follows: ‘ The sum of
3,90,262 rupees 14 annas being due from Rajah Devi
Singh, Malzamin of Rungpore, ete., and, moreover, divers
oppressions and innovations having been exercised by him
on several of the zemindars and ryots of Rungpore, you
are therefore deputed agreeable to the orders of the
Governor-General and Council, and must seize the gaid
Rajah, c¢onfine him in the Khalsa, and by the strictest
junctions get the revenue of Government discharged, and
you are tn keep the gaid Rajah in confinement till another
order is ivsued by the Huruoor.’

“I therefore request, gentlemen, that considering my
distracted situation you will -be kind enough to exeuse my
mention of murder, which was inserted by mistake in
my petition. To the payment of the balance and the
innovatior:s which the Board has ehurged me with T am
ready to answer. In liquidation of the former I will even
tender a Malzameen security on this condition: that he
shall discharge whatever arrears appear due from me by
the Board's investigalion, and thut they will also cause
payment of what shall appear due to me from the zemin-
dars of Rungpore.

“ 1 trust you will condescend to take these my requests
into your consideration and release ine, and when security
has been taken that you will order me to attend the Supreme
Council, there to represent my situation,

“ Rasam Duvi Sing”

As the Indian Government mighi be in the position of
claiming revenue from Devi Sinha orders were given to the
Chief of Murshidabad to place a kind of restraint or
evibarge on his properly in that place. 1t was at firast
proposed to make a strict inventory of his possessions, bu,
fortunately, the Revenue authorities, touched by the follow-
ing appeal, countermanded the worst features of the inves-
tigation, and the Governor-Gieneral not merely sanctioned
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the indulgence, but declared that there was no wish that
‘“the reputation of his family should in any degree be
injured.” This is Devi Sinha’s appeal :

“I have just received information from Murshidabad
that Mr. Fendall and his Munshi, accompanied by a Khalsa
Mohirir and two others belonging to the Canongoes, with
several other persons, are gone to my house to take an
inventory of my effects. I am apprehensive they will
make no exception in favour of those belonging to the
women’s apartments. Since the receipt of this account I
have given myself up to despair, since I cannot possibly
survive the disgrace of my family. I am unable to account
for this oppressive condact towards me.

* Allow me to observe that I am of an honourable family,
and have never since my arrival in Bengal experienced the
like. If any attempt should be made to take an account of
the effects in my Zeenannah, my women, perhaps, may be
induced to put an end to their existence.

“I myself am ready fo give up my life for the Company
from whom I have in a manner received it.

“I eonjure you, in the name of (God, gentlemen, to
represent these particulars to the Honourable Board, and to
procure suspension of these measures. Otherwise I shall
call upon you for redress on the Day of Judgment.

“Rasau Devi Bver.”

Before the Commissioners began their work they repre-
sented that, in their opinion, Devi Sinha ought to be
allowed to appear at their sittings and plead his own case.
They pointed out the criticism that would be certain to
follow from an attempt to judge and condemn him in his
absence. The Government’s proposal was that he should
appoint a Vakil, and appear by deputy, but the Com-
missioners replied : “You cannot compel him to appoint
one, and if he refuses you are placed in the same invidious
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position.” And this was precisely what happened. He
presented the following petition :

“Your Petitioner some time ago solicited your Honourable
Board to be allowed to give security, but he has not yet
been honoured with a reply. He now understands that
out of your great lenity you have appointed three gentle-
men, in order to re-examine into the business of Rungpore.
In this case an idea occurs to your Petitioner, which he
most hurably rvepresents, that if the gentlemen are to
inquire into this business upon the spot and your Petitioner
remains hiere in confinement, the representations of his
accusers would only be heard withoat his having an oppor-
tunity of defending himself, and vender it impossible for
your Honourable Boaxd sver to come to the truth. Your
Petitioner therefore humbly prays he may be allowed
permission to attend the Gentlomen Commissioners on the
spot, that being present a proper inquiry may be made
into every particular. If this is not admitted of, the same
will oceur as when Mr. Paterson was there, who, receiving
petitions of complaints from the zemindars, whose interest
it was to sink (reduce) their balances, and without making
any inquiry into them, he brought all this trouble on your
Honourable Board and infinite distress to your humble
Detitioner. In the present inquiry the future character
and life of your Petitioner are concerned. He has no
person with him whom he can sufficiently trust, and,
indeed, it iz a matter of that nature that no proper inquiry
can be made unless he is present to answer for himself.

““Your Petitioner therefore most humbly prays he may
be permitied to repair to the place of inquiry, and for the
satisfaction of the Honourable Board he is ready to give
such security as they may deem necessary. Your humble
Petitioner is here in Calcutta, and is willing to give any
security the Honourable Board may demand.

“The people placed to attach the house and effects of
your Petisioner at Moorshedabad are a source of vast
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distress to your Petitioner’s family and relations. He
therefore humbly petitions they may Le withdrawn, and,
as he has served the Honourable Company with fidelity
these twenty-five years, hopes this indulgence, after the
Honourable Board has taken security, will not be denied
him.”

This petition produced no immediate effect, and when
Rajah Devi Sinha was called upon to nominate a represen-
tative, he declined to do so, alleging the very reasons that
the Commissioners had conceived he might. Here is his
plea :

“I am honoured by the receipt of your purwannah,
informing me that it is the order of the Governor-General
and Council to depute a Vakil on my lohalf to atiend the
Gentlemen Commissioners of Rungpors, and that I should
inform you of his nume. I before had the honour to
represent to you that I had no person sufficiently
acquainted with the particulars of my business as to be
competent to answer the allegations of my accnsers. Let
me entreat you, gentlemen, to consider the peculiar delicacy
of my present position. In this inquiry my character,
fortune, and perhaps life, are at stake. Those are objects
not to be entrusted with anyagent whatever, even with a
brother. The smallest mistake on his part on any ques-
tions the gentlemen may please to ask him, and which,
from its being impogsible that he can be acquainted with
all the minutiw of the circumstances, he may be unable to
answer, may tend to my utter destruction, T therefore,
gentlemen, most earnestly and humbly petition, on every
prineiple of justice and humanity, that you will take from
me such security as you may deem proper for the demands
of Government against me, and if personal security should
be required from me, I am ready to enter into any engage-
ments you gentlemen may think necessary, or even if it be
necessary that yon will send a gnard with me, and allow
me to repair to the place of investigation, that I may have
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a8 fair an opportunity of exculpating myself as my accusers
have of criminating me.

“1 also humbly request that you will write to the
Gentlemer Commissioners of Rungpore to conduet their
inquiry in the presence of Loth parties, and in that situa-
tion, whatever investigation they may male, it will be
impossible for me to object to or complain of my fate when
it is founded on a fair and impartial inquiry in the presence
of both parties. The trouble and anxiety I have experienced
these last fiftcen months, and my present disgraceful con-
fimement, have all originated from the former inquiry,
entirely consisting of the accusations of my enemies,
without ray having had any epportunity of being con-
fronted with them, and consequently any means of a fair
and impartial vindieation.

“1f ths Gentlemen Commissioners of Rungpore are to
make an equitalle inquiry, how is it possible they can
conduct it when one ol the parties is not present to defend
himself?  You, gentlemen, must well know that a person
may assert falsities of another in his absence which are
too palpuble to nrge wheu he is present.  Witnesses may
be brought to allege things the falsity of which, by my
being present, might be fimmediately dotected, and which
otherwiss must stand as incontrovertible proof against me.
Let me entreat yon, gentlemen, not to construe my objec-
tion to sending a vakeel into a mark of disobedience to
your orders. Could you, gontlemen, form an adequate idea
of my pfesent situation, 1 am sure your humanity would
lead you. to pity the cruelly of my case.

“My accusers are on the spob; they are zemindars.
They are indebted to me near tour lakhs of rupees, to avoid
the payment of which it is evidently their interest to
criminate me as much as they possibly can.  They possess
unbounded authority over their country and vassals, and
consequently have every advantage against me. 1t is
therefo e utterly impossible I can defend myself with the
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partial knowledge of a vakeel. I do therefore, gentlemen,
again humbly entreat you that you will attend to this my
repregentation, and allow me to repair to Ruwgpore, that,
by having an opportunity of defending my eonduet, I may
be able to wipe away the load of suspicion and virulent
aceusations whieh I now labour under, and convinee you
that your Petitioner is not unworthy of your eountenance
and support.”

This petition was referred to the Commission of Inquiry,
and the following reply was sent by it to the Govern-
ment :

‘“ When we consider the variety and nature of the charges
alleged against Rajah Devi Singh, and how deeply our
characters are engaged in the clear and impartial investi-
gation infto the proof of these, we apprehend an effactual
inquiry cannot be made into the several charges against
the Rajah, unless he i permitted to attend this investiga-
tion in person. We further apprehend, if the Rajah is not
permitted to attend this Investigation in person, he will
protest against this Commission, and that such a protest
would invalidate the acts of the Commission.”

In consequence of this prudent adviece the Government
gave way, and decided that if Rajabh Devi Sinha paid up
the balance claimed against him he should be allowed to
go “under a proper and sufficient guard” to Rungpore to
be placed at the disposition of the Conunissioners. But
the condition imposed, involving the payment of a sum of
3,90,262 rupees (nearly .£40,000 at the currency of the
day), was too hard and impossible of tulfilment. It dvew
forth the following further and very characleristic petition
from the accused Rajah :

“Your Petitioner is honoured by the receipt of two
purwannahs from the Committes conveying vhe commands
of the Supreme Council—the other informing him that
the Honourable the (Governor-General and Council had
thought proper to direct that he should pay the balance of
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8,90,262 rrpees, his claim on account of the Tahoda, should
be afterwards heard, and he should be sent under charge
of o guard o. sepoys to attend the Commissioners.

“Irom the contents of the purwannah, your Petitioner
undersiands it ig not the pleasure of your Honourable Board
to receive recurity pending the suit, hut require the sum
of 3,90,26% rapees in ready money, and it may probably
Lappen on an adjustment of the account that so much is
not due; the attachment of your Petitioner’s property is
not taken off, and he is to be sent a prisoncer to Rungpore.

“By these orders your Detitioner is overwhelmed by a
river of gref and atfliction, for as he to the best of his
power and abililies had eontributed to the interest of the
sirkar, and by the strietest integrity in the discharge of
his duty, iacluding the provinee of Dinajopore, he had
piid during the two yewrs of hig holding the farm an
increase of (ive lakhs upon the revenues of the year 1187,
so he hoped that his scrvises would have procured him
the good opinion of youwr Honouwrable Board and some dis-
tinguished :narks of your approbuation. But the times are
adverse to your Petitioner.

“ Notwithgtanding the misvepresentations of his accusers
have broughtt upon your Petitioner his mislortunes, yet by
the grace of God he velies on tho justice and humanity
of your Honourable Board ih:at a full inquiry will he made
into the truth or falsehood of the charges against him.
For exanple, evex yielding lo this persuasion, your Peti-
ticner, though his accusers weve not present, attended of
hig own accsrd at the Presidency tor a period of fourteen
or fifteerr menths. e incontinently replied to all questions
which were put to hiw, so that by the grace of God not
any of the charges exhibited against your IPetitioner has
hitherto been proved. Three Commissioners have in eon-
sequence been appointed to make a full investigation into
the complaing, and as yet they have not reported any
adjustwment ¢f accounts formed by confronting the neeusers

4 A
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with the accused and stating whether your Petitioner is
legally indebted or not.

“Your Petitioner humbly begs leave to lay these circum-
stances before your Honourable Board, and also further to
recall to your remembrance the subject of his former
petition, and that, as he is also suddenly called upon for
a ready-money payment of a very large sum, he hopes
your Honourable Board will recur to precedents whether
an instance ever occurred under the Company’s adminis-
tration of a man’s being ealled upon for payment while his
suit was pending in a court of justice. If in this repre-
sentation your Petitioner may unintentionally have deviated
from the respect due toyour Honourable Board, he implores
your pardon and entreats you to congider his situation that
hig future life and honour are all at stake. e speaks
with the confidence of econscious innocence, and of his
inability to perform what is required of him, and therefore
humbly submits to the consideration of your Honourable
Board the various difficulties, losses, and distresses to
which he is exposed by his present situation. A summary
of these are hereunder stated :

““1. Whenever your Petitioner’s account shall be ad-
justed, it will thereby appear that he is not indebted to
Government in the sum required of him. But suppose &
case, that a balance was justly due from any individual,
would it not be a most difficult matter for that individual
to furnish in ready money a very large sum upon credit
from any responsible shroff? Ilow is it possible for your
Petitioner to do it, deprived of all his employments, and
dismissed as he has been for sixteen months past, and when
not a pice of the property of the sirkar is in his hands?
He lost considerably by his farm. By coming to Caleutta
he is put to extraordinary and heavy expenses. He is a
prisoner in the Khalsa, though no crime has been proved
against him. His goods and effects are attached, his credit
ruined with men of all sorts, and he is in his own person
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Jegraded. Reflect upon these circumstances, whether it is
possible for a person so situated to furnish so very consider-
able a sum? Upon the hope, indeed, of being enlarged
from prison, and the withdrawing of the attachment on
your Detitioner’s effects, he might by solicitations and
importunivies to snch of his friends and aequaintances as
are men of eredit obtain their consent to become security
apon the following conditions, that they should be respon-
sible for the monies indisputably due to Government
agreeable to an investigation to be made by the Cominis-
sioners. Your Petitioner is ready to pay any sum justly
due from him, and hopes your 1lonourable Board will
wttend to his prayer and his petition.

“2. Orders have been igsued that your Petitioner’s claim
for the reraaining term of l'ahoda should be hereafter con-
sidered. 'The case is ag follows: His claim amounts to
above four lakhs of rupeas due to him, agreeable to authentie
locuments, from the zemindars and farmers of Rungpore.
They not having paid this sum, to evade it, therefore, they
saused commotions and troubles in the country. For
nstance, Gourmohun and Goenlmattah and other farmers
and servants of credit aeting under the Sudder farm
were killed in the ingurrection; and your Petitioner’s
cutehery was plundered and set fire to, and confusion and
murder ensued in all parts of the Mofussil, Mr, Goodlad,
heing infermed of these tumults, employed himself so
offectually to suppross them that peace was once more
restored, and ten or twelve thousand rupees of the collec-
fiion were culy brought in. In the meantime, Mr. Paterson,
heing arvived at Rungpore, made no investigation (I am
ignorant with what orders for his presence) into the cause
of these ecmmotions, but, taking the insurgents under his
protection, occasioned the loss of the whole balance to the
overument, and, having composed a paper of particulars,
threw aside the account of balances, and wrote to the
prisoner that there was nothing in the Mofussil due to the
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Sudder farmer, and beside framed an accusation imputing
that the said farmer had collected more than his right.
In this predicament, after the arrival of that gentleman,
not one rupee was collected, and orders were besides sent
from the presence to Mr. Goodlad that the revenue of the
tobaceo and poppy harvests, upon whose resources depend
the whole weight of the collections of Lungpore, should be
put off to the next season, and that the farmer should not
be permitted to collect them up to theo end of the month of
Cheit, at which period bis lease would cease. As he was
by these means deprived of the opportunity of making his
collections, how then can the conditions of his cabooleat
and pettal, according to the usage in such cases, possibly
be considered in force ?  Commissioners are now upon the
spot, and might inquire inte all these particulars by con-
fronting of the accuserg with {the accused. The truth or
falsehood of your Petitioner’s representations would be
easily ascertained, for which he most anxiously wishes and
entreats your Honourable Board would be pleased to direct
the Commigsioners to inquire whether such balances are
actually due to him or not.

“Your Petitioner prays that in the sarae manner as during
these fifteen months of the pendence of the inquiry your
Honourable DBoard did not demand of him the payment
of the balance, but considered the inquiry as necessary to
direct a decision on it, so now aleo, when this inquiry may
be the last and soon finally settled, you would not press
your Petitioner, that you will be pleased to wait until the
conelusion of the inquiry, and to the sum ascertained your
Petitioner ean have no plea to offer for delay of payment.

“8. Your Detitioner formerly requested that your Honour-
able Board would take sufficient gecurity from him for the
claim of Government, or permit him in person to go under &
guard to the place of investigation. Ie now again requests
that, if you do not consent to take security, he may be sent
under a guard, hoping it would not be deemed improper or
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disrespectzul in him to stipulate that no injury be offered
fo his honour. As your Honounrable Board are just and
generous, and your Petitioner, from his peculiar hard fate,
is fallon into multiplied distresses and difficulties, and the
inquiry is now pussing, he hopes that you will hear with
attention wnd compassion these threc separate articles of
his Petiticn, and give orders, conforimably to your wisdom,
that the inquiry may be carried on with such impartiality
that he my not fall a sacrifice to the malice of his enemies
and he giskar not suffer logs.”

T'his peiition was takeu into formal consideration by the
Couneil, ¢nd, although exceplion was taken to ibs tone,
especinlly in the rveferencw to My, Paterson, o decision was
made in favour of Devi Sinha with vegard to the substance.
Tt was admitted that it would be rather unjust to eall upon
him to furnish veady-morey at a moment when his property
was under distraint, and when he hiad been kept in con-
finement or some twelve months or more. It wasg also
recognizec thal the view of the Commissioners as to his
presence being indispensable ¢ould not be ignored. On
both thes: grounds, thorn, it was decided that Devi Sinha
might furmish security for his liabilities. T'wo sound
sureties were fortheowming in' the persons of Cossinant
Baboo anil Gerdher Saw.

Before he passed under the conirol of the Commission,
he was asked to explain how it was that Dereenwillah, ete.,
was estab ishied in Rungpore in 1188 and 1189. e replied
that be bad secer nuthorized it; that, on the eontrary, he
had done everything to prevent it; and explained that it
had arisen from a collusive transaction of the zemindars,
who, in o-der to appropriate themselves part of the publie
revenue, lowered the rents of the ryots, while at the same
time they clandestinely assessed upen them a Dereenwillah
equal to the amount of the apparent reduction.

As a greab denl of the case conjured up by Mr. Paterson’s
overheated imagation turned on the way in which signa-
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tures were obtained to the original agreement with the
ryots, the clear evidence of one Praun Roy, a local leader,
becomes of importance. After reading it, it will have
become quite clear how easily Mr. Paterson was misled by
the fact that some of the signatures of the Muchulka had
not been appended by the signatories themselves :

“Praun Roy in his examination deposes that, on the
complaint of the ryots to Mr. Goodlad regarding Dereen-
willah and Batta, the complaint was referred to the
arbitration of Lialla Manick Chund, who settled the demand
of Dereenwillah, ete.; that he (Praun Roy) told the ryols
to give an agreement to that effect; that some ryots
remained and signed the agreement; that some went away
and did not sign it; that the old ryots, who received deduc-
tions from 1187, were satigfied ; that the new ryots, who
received no deductions, were not satisfied. That after the
agreement was signed he went with some ryots and gave
the agreement to Rajah Devi Sinha, and told ithe Rajah
that the ryots agreed to pay two annas Dereenwillah, ete.,
and had given an agreement to that purport, after which
the Rajah gave the ryots betel and dirmissed them. The
ryots who were not satisfied did not return to their
houses.”

At this stage of the question Mr. Paterson’s part in the
affair deserves notice. He was shown Devi Sinha’s latest
petition, and after reading it he penned a very angry reply,
in which, after alleging that ¢ the Rajah made sundry
charges against him,” he styled him ‘an artful and
designing delinquent.” But he did not confine himself to
attacking the unfortunafe Devi. He raied his own Govern-
ment in the following sentence: “Instead of heing sup-
ported as the officer of the Government, the whole artillery
of accusation is turned against me by my very employers.”
The Government seem to have been quite frightened by
Mr. Paterson’s strenuous language and by his confident
assertion that *“ not an Englishman, not a native, does not
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believe in his heart of the existence of these oppressions
and of Devi Singh’s guilt.” His peroration reads: ¢ Can
the supporters of this man, then, hope to sereen his delin-
quency behind any want of formality in me? Or will any
error of mine convince the world of his innocence 2’ In
1784 the representutives of the East India Company had
not becorae accustomed $o appeals to the world at large
and the general public conscience. As the best way out of
the difficulty, it was decided that Mr. Paterson should he
allowed to go to Rungpore, with exceptional rights in
calling witnesses and controlling the evidence. In this
way, Warren Hastings and his Council imagined that they
had got rid of a nuisance. They were mistaken, for
humouring Mr. Paterson could only be accomplished by
treading on other people’s toes. In plain words, the
Supreme Government had reckoned without its own special
Commission.



CHAPTER IV
THE CHARGES AGATNST DEVI BINHA (continued)

Waex the Commissioners at Rungpore heard of Mr. Pater-
son’s intrusion on their domain, they wrote a very dignified
protest, and backed it up by a formal declaration that they
would adjourn their sittings until they received satisfaction.
They wrote: * We would only remark that his (Paterson’s)
request implies a severe inginuation against the members
of this Commission, a violent prejudice against Rajah Devi
Bingh, and a disposition bub ill-caleulated to ensure a cool
and impartial inquiry into cireumstances of so serious and
solemn o nature.”” They were not less emphatic with
regard to the Doard: “Mr. Paterson’s being allowed to
attend, to call witnesses and take notes is a grave reflection
on the dignity of the Commission,” and they then called
upon the Board to revoke his appointment and meantime
suspended their own sittings.

The Board had no choice but to comply. It humbly
explained its motives in giving Mr. DPaterson leave to
proceed to Rungpore, and left the Commission its full
liberty to hear him or not as it liked. The Commissioners
replied by saying that they were satisfied, and that they
would give Mr, Paterson the chance of not unduly inter-
tering with their proceedings.

Mr. Paterson had fallen foul not only of the Commission
but also of ihe Committee of Revenue, which only took
notice of his attack because “if it were treated with silent
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contempt ' it might be construed into disrespect for the
Supreme Council. The Committee passed the following
seathing criticism on Mr. Paterson’s methods :

“In proportion as Mr. Paterson found the charge against
Rajah Devi Singh enormous, his investigations required a
greater degree of accuracy. IIe ought, we conceive, fo
have been sensible that ex parte evidence in such cases
must be deemed imperfeet ; he ought to have known that
muchulkas or penal obligations binding & man to prove a
fact oven under the signature of a cauzi, and attestation
of witnesses though they would be admitted as grounds of
a trial, would not even in w-Louzedarry Court of Justice be
deemed evidence suilicicnt to deprive o man of his fortune
or life ; and that an impartial Court of Justice, even with a
private coaviction of the fruth of the accusation, could not
upon suck proof proceed Lo inflict the punishment due to
crimes of 30 great o magnitude. . . .

“The ooject of Mr. Paterson is, without acknowledging
hig investigations lmperfeet, to establish a belicf that the
support given by the Conumiltec to Devi Singh prevented
him collecting complete cvidence; and after the lapse of
nearly a year, when hiz procecdings ean no longer be
vindicated from the charge of imperfection, he shifts his
ground and aftempts to justify himself by defamation.
Aware, however, of the objection to which his accusation is
exposed, affor stating the pretended impediments, he draws
hig inferenice in guarded terms, and asks, if labouring at
that time under so many dilliculties he was able to procure
evidenee, what might he not have done if he had been
supported as the officer of the Government? This is the
langusage of inginuation, . . .

“ As for his metaphorical expression of the artillery of
accusation being turned against him . . . it becomes a
pompous expression without meaning.”

On reaching Ruxigpore, My, Paterson gave himself airs
and asgumed the character of 4 person of great importance.
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He received visits from the zemindars, and was presented
with nuzzer by them, which he touched. He also received
a visit from ITurram, one of the principal witnesses against
Devi Sinha, and in his case not merely touched but took
his nuzzer. These highly improper proceedings were
denounced by the Commissioners, who pointed out to
Mr. Paterson that “these compliments are due only to
persons of the highest power and station.” M. Paterson’s
answer was that he would reply to this charge and vindieate
his own character when the Commission had decided
whether he was to have *“ the indulgence granted by the
Honourable Board at first in its fullest force.”

On second thoughts, however, he conceived it might be
wiser to make an attenipt to mollify the indignation of the
Commissioners, and he gent them & long letter beginning
with a disclaimer of any intention io veflect on ¢ their
integrity and capacity.” But there was no change in the
tone of his remarks about Devi Sinha, whom he denounced
as “a man whose great abilities for every species of
intrigue and chicanery are notorious to a proverb.” In
other words, Mr. Paterson, without waiting for the Commis-
sion to investigate the matter, pronounced Devi Sinha
guilty, and those who declined to decide until they had
examined the evidence were denounced by him as his
abettors. Mr. Paterson was apparently afflicted with the
cacoithes sevibendi, and allowed his pen to run away with
him, for his concluding remarks on the procedure of the
Commissioners were as offensive as they well could be,
and ill-caleulated to secure his ends. He justified his
receiving the deputation in a passage that clearly raveals
the manner of man he was :

“T duly declare that T see no impropriety in my admitting the
compliment of a visit from the zemindars and Hurram after the
holidays; it was a duty they owed me for having freed them from
the most grievous oppressions that ever were heard of in any part of
the world. You seem apprehensive of my influence ; it is the highest



THE CHARGES AGAINST DEVI SINITA 59

complimens you can pay me. It is declaring to the whole world the
propriety and justice of my conduct.”

Mr. Paserson was a notoriety-seeker, a phenomenon in
the Indis of the eighteenth century.

He corcluded his letter with a further attack on the
Commission for allowing Devi Sinha certain privileges
incompat ble with ¢ the various and high crimes for which
he is arraigned.” These were—

1. Allcwing him to be attended by a suite of chubdars,
subahdars, ete.

2. Because his guard of sepoys did not fix bayonets.

4. Allewing him to have a chair and be seated at the
same table ag the Commissioners.

The answer to these allegations is best given by Devi
Sinha himself, but before quoling his rebutting statement
it may bo as well to say that the Commissioners’ reply to
Mr. Paterson was that “it makes any further correspon-
dencw on our part with you unnecessary.”

Here follows Devi Sinha’s petition not to be deprived of
his fair privileges :

“The Commigsioners at. Rungpore have lately informed
me that, in consequence of a letter addressed by Mr. Paterson
to the (iovernor-Gencral and Council, they have been
pleased to igsue an order to the following purport : ¢ That,
understanding that at Devi Singh's interview with the
Commisrioners on his arrival at Rungpore, they embraced
him and permitted him during his examination to sit down
at the same table with them, and to go about with a
sawarra of chubdars and subahdars, he 1is, therofors,
ordered to give answers, standing, to such questions as may
be proposed to him; for, as Devi Singh is accused of
having oxercised many oppressions on the country, it is
necessary he should appear to the natives to be treated
conformably to the customs of a Court of Justice.’

““The Governor-General and Council are well acquainted
with ths hatred Mr. Paterson bears me, which alons has
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induced him to procure this order, as I never have sat
down at the same table with the Commissioners as above
alleged ; but when the gentlemen are assembled they allow
me g chair at the distance of three or four cubits, where
the vakeels of the zemindars are stationed, that, being
confronted with them, 1 may appear in the light of a
delinquent,  Whenever 1 am called upon I go up to the
table and answer whatever questions the sontlemen propose,
or deliver in whatever papers they may have oceasion for,
after which I retire and seat mysclf at o distance as Lefore.
Whenever I am summoned before the Commissioners I am
accompanied by four or five hirearrahs, chubdars, and
gubahdars, ete., to the number of nine men, and am
attended by a guard of sepoys; and this is what Mr. Pater-
son has called going about in a large sawarru. 1 beg leave
to suggest that since I liave always been allowed to sit as
above mentioned, should I now he deprived of this indul-
gence it would be the means of degrading me very much
in the eyes of my accusers, who would imagine that the
Governor-General and Council were incensed against me,
The investigation is earried on wherc the authority of my
accusers is in its full foree, and where | stand alone acaingt
the united efforts of numbers, divested of all power, and
confined under a guard. This inquiry, which wnay atfect
my property and life, is of so delicate a nature that any
variation in the mode of conducting it may render it
difficult to distinguish right and wrong. 1 thercfore
request that if it should appear on further inquiry that I
have not seated myself at the same table as the Commis-
sloners, but, according to their permission, sat at three or
four cubits distant from it, and that I have never been
attended by more than a few hirearrahs and always under a
guard, I may be ullowed the indulgence of sitting as
formerly, for, should it be withdrawn, it would be a great
hardship to be obliged fo stand, as the Commissioners
often sit $ill twelve or three o'clock in the afternoon.”
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There it a colloquial saying, ¢ Throw mud and some of it
will stick.” The Supreme Council had been impressed by
Mr. Paterson’s assertion {hat a certain state and freedom
had Leen allowed to Devi Sinha, and, while angwering
Paterson, called upon the Commissioners to furnish an
explavaticn.  The Commission sent in Devi Sinha’s petition
just quoted. The Supreme Council passed the following
gensure oa Mr. Paterson for his attack on the Board of
Revenue «b the same fime thul they gave him permission
to return to the Presidency :

“Ordered that the BDowrd’s displeasurs be expressed to Mr, Paterson
at the acrimonious terius used by-hime to the Committee of Revenue ;
and he be informed, if he means by fhese expressions to charge the
menibers o the Comnittes with linving wilfully misrepresented and
supprossed his reports, the Board must, in justice to the Committee,
call upon him to produce the prool of #o scvers a charge, but at all
costa cansu o him for naking use of such cetlections.”

It is not very easy to follow the causes of the modera-
tion of the Council in dealing with the impertinences of
Mr. Pate:son, and we eannot feel sure whether it was
influenced by the desire to cive him rope enough to hang
himsell o by fear of hiserenting o scandal at home. The
Conneil vould have been wiscr in ity own interests and
certainly in those of Wuarren Ilastings to have smashed
Paterson at once as a venomous ily.

Tha fo lowing explanation, given by the Commissioners
ag to their reception of Devi Sinha, is not without its
amusing side, and deserves to be quoted :

“On the day of the Rajady’s avrival he canme to Mr. Pete’s
house, and being under no restrajnt from hiy guards he
passed tarough the hall, and nunexpectedly ran into a
private room where My, Pete and Mr. Douglas were gitting,
and embraced them, and sat with {hem at the table. On
his next attendance, the Rinjah was sitting in the hall, and,
upotr Mr Pete’s entrance into the hall, the Rajah suddenly
rgn up to him and embraced him, and also embraced Mr.
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Douglas, who followed Mr, Pete, and seated himself at the
table with the Commission,

““The Commissioners in their situation were sensible of
the impropriety of admitting the Rajah’s embrace and
suffering him to sit at the table with them, and the next
time, when he advanced to embrace them, deelined it and
ordered him to his chair. On his sitting down the Rajah
attempted to draw his chair near the table, but the Com-
missioners forbid him, and ordered him to sit further back
to the distance of about six feet from the table.”

Notwithstanding these adnissions that, perhaps, too
much liberty had been asserted by Devi Sinha in the first
place, the Commissioners adhered to their ground that he
was still, pending o verdict of guilty, entitled to the emblems
of his rank, and that he ought not to be subjected to the
indignity of an cscort with fised bayonets.

The Council, being anxious to get the inquiry over, asked
the Commission to fix an approximate date for the conclu-
gion of their labours, aud in December, 1784, the Commis-
sion replied that they saw no reason why they should not
report by April, 1785.

At this stage, reference may be made to the important
evidence supplied by Mr. Goodlad. It is especially interest-
ing in showing how and why Mr. Paterson had gone astray
in the reading of the facts and evidence at the beginning of
the controversy., Mr. (oodlad, it will be remembered,
was not merely ineriminated by Mr. Paterson’s attacks,
but suspended from office pending a final decision on the
case. During all the preliminary stages of the affair he
had been refused a hearing, but at last,in November, 1784,
he was allowed to send in his formal replies to the charges.
It is unnecessary to quote any part except that bearing on
the main issues. He begins:

“It was with infinite concern I perceived that uncommon pains had
been used to propagate and establish a belief that Rajah Devi Singh
had been guilty of the most shocking erimes ; that every possit e
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attempt had been made to raise tho passions and arm the prejudices
againat him ; that the accusation had been supplied by invention, and
declarations had been substituted for proof; and that the alleged
notoriety of the erimes was supposed sufficient to supersede the neces-
sity of further ovidence, nlthough those erimies were of the deepest
lie (sic), and of a naturo to adwit of positive and speeific proof. But
she investigution of theso charges is now referred to a more impartial
tribunal, anc I leave Devi Bingh to his aequittal or condemnation,
retnarking cnly that nothing appears to e more contrary to the
prineiples of humanity and to the fondumental laws of justice than to
influence the public volce to prejudge and condemmn him whilst under
trial,”

One of the charges against Devi Sinha wag that he had
put a zenindar In confinement. Mr. Goodlad affirms:
It was 1, not Rajah Devi Singh, who ordered the zemin-
dar into confincment upon the clearast proot of delinquency.
<« . Itig etill less probuble that Rajah Devi Singh would
have avowedly confined a zemindar, particularly at such a
reriod, for exciting ryots to complain of an exaction that
Lad been pogitively forbidden; and which had been alleged asg
one of the pleas for the ingurrection. 1t is not probable
that Devi Bingh would have offcred such an insult to me
and my authority. Thess remarks, independont of the
explanations given, might be deemed a refutation of the
charges. Yermit me further to observe that it was upon
the grounds of this accusation, transmitted by Mr. Puterson
in general jerms to the Committec of Revenue, that they
authorized 2im o put Rajah Devi Singh into confinement,
and upon proof declared that they would order him down
to Calentta ; that I know of no prootf that has been exhibited
by Mr. Patzrson in support of this chuarge, that I never
haard he had made any inquiry into i, and that I believed
it to depend on the bare assertion of the zemindar, and
that T concaive il wag Mr. Paterson’s duty to have made
the fullest inquiry into this charge beforo he stated it as the
ground of an aceusation of Rajah Devi Singh, and of an
attack upon my character.”

With regard to the charge that the Rajah had forced the
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zemindars to sign unfair agreements, the followin . is con-
clugive :

T called on the farmer (i.c., Rajah Devi Singb) for his
engagements with the zemindars, and when I had obtained
them I called upon each zemindar separately to know if
hig engagement was of his own free will. On the engage-
ment being admitted valid, T put the initials of n yname to
it, ag 1 always do to any Persian or Bengal paper that 1
examine, for the purpose of preventing the ehang s of it and
as a memorandum that it has undergone examination.

sald he was not responsible for the balance, as
Rajah Devi Singh had attached the Mehal by seading his
own people to make the collections.-. T asked him if at the
time the Mehal was attached there was any ba! nce. He
gaid ‘ Yes.” I sent for the Jumma Wasil Backey rnd found
it to be o sumn of not legs than 58,000 rupees. T told him
that Rajal Devi Singh had an undoubted right, agreeable
to standing usago all over the country, to attach the Mehal
ont a balance being incurred, and that this plea would not
exempt the zemindars from being angwerable for whatever
balance might remain at the end of the year. The answer
Gungarrain made me was particularly insolent, and 1
ordered him to be turned out of the cutehery, and should
have deemed myself justilied in inflicting a turther punish-
ment upon him which his conduet moerited.”

Mr. Patersou alleged that the insurrection was due to
Mr. Goodlad’s orders to Lieutcnant MaeDonald. Mr. Good-
lad rejoing:

“ 1t is impossible you ean form any adequate idea ol the violence
of tho insurgents. I had hourly reason witi every other inhahitant
of Rungpore to apprehond that the lublic Treasury, the town of
Rungpore, and the Company’s fuctory, would be attacked and plun-
dered, and we were under the nceossity of laking mcasures for our
defence.  In such a situation I presumo necessity would justify the
orders I gave to Lieatenant MacDouald. . . |

“The conclusion ot this charge is that, in consequenco of wy ordors,
a busneal was hung, . . . No busncah was ever hung. Licutenant
MacDonaldfapprehionded a spy, who was exceuted.”
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Finall  on the point of his having shown undue favour
and part” lity to Rajah Devi Sinha by employing his brother
Bahadur Sinha, Mr. Goodlad wrote:

“ My, Puberson asserts that I brought up with me to
Rungpore Bahadur Singh, Rajah Devi Singh’s brother,
that 1 thraw the district into the hands of many of the
Rajah’s oficers, ete. To this accusafion, dictated in the
same spirts and with equal truth with many others, I shall
reply by f-cts. [ deny that the district was given to Devi
Singh’s o'icers; the whole of if, except , was leased
%o the zewindars. T arrived at Rungpore on June 5, and
Bahadur Singh on the 10th of the same month. The
next day',‘ the 11th, he-again left Rungpore by my order,
and never returned afterwards.  Mr. Paterson had, it is to
be presun.ed, finished his investigations before Bahadur
Singh arrived, as on June 11, the very day the man left
Rungpore by my orders, Mr. Palerson despatched his
gecond report on the disturbance to the Committee and
requested leave to return.

¢T¢ Bahadur Singh’s arrival could for a moment have
impressed tho ryots with-an ides of Devi Singh’s return,
his departure within twenty-four hours after his arrival
must instantly have removed that impression. It could
not affect Mr. Paterson’s investigation, because his request
to return fully proves that he deemed it completed.”

The Geovernor-General’s Council eame to the conclusion
that Mr. Goodlad had practically cleared himself from
Mr. Patorson’s charges.

Mr. Macpherson said: I think Mr. Goodlad’s defence
upon eaci and all of the charges strongly in his favour,
but befors a final judgment can be passed on each charge
or upon tne whole case we should wait for the issue of the
Commission.”

Warrer. Hastings went further : “I entirely acquit
Mr. Goodlad of all the charges; he hag disproved them.
Tt was the duty of the accuscr to prove them. Whatever

5
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‘crimes may be established against Rajah Devi Singh, it
does not follow that Mr, Goodlad was responsible for
them.”

But the exculpation of Mr. Goodlad carried with it the
disproof of much of the evidence on which the charges
made against the Rajah were baged.

To return to the Commission, which, fully conscious of
the momentous nature of its task, was proceeding in its
investigations with due deliberation. The delay in re-
ceiving its report began to irritate the Government, and it
fixed a time limit for its existence. This, as a final act of
grace, wag extended for one month, which would expire in
May, 1785. In the meantime a succession of disclosures
had put the Commission on the frue track of the origin of
the insurrection. "The ringleader, Deijenarrain, the self-
styled nabob of the ingurgents, was secured, and after a
brief incarceration offered 1o tell all he knew. Before
making a clean breast of it he asked what he might
expect. Butb before the trauth could be got at there was to
be a deal of cross-swearing, and Deijenarrain, anxious only
to save his life, was willing to swear whichever way was
the more profitable for himself. Al one moment he was
willing to turn on the zemindars; at another he insinuated
that Devi Sinha had so far taken him into his confidence
a8 to inform him that he had bribed the Commission for
96,000 rupees. The most extraordinary feature of the case
wag that this really ridiculous evidence by a man trying
to save his own life should receive the slightest con-
gideration.

The new charges that were introduced by this witness
and others supporting him, for similar motives of self-
interest, entailed so much fresh inquiry that the main
issues became overclouded, and at last the extreme limit
of time conceded by the Government ran out, and the
Commission returned to Calcutta. They returned with a
vague charge hanging over their own heads of having



e s

SSHALHY N TV LI SAY v g




THE CHARGES AGAINST DEVI SINHA 67

s#nccumbed to the temptation of a bribe of 96,000 rupees
from Devi Sinha.

Their ficst request was to ask the Council “to adopt
those meanures which may be most effectual to bring this
charge to the proof. We, as members of this Commission,
expect and desire no limits or indulgence if this charge
should be proved against us in the smallest degree. On
the contrary, if the charge is proved, we require that we
may be dismissed from the service and branded with
infamy, as men guilty of perjury and the basest corruption.”
At the sume time, Rujah Devi Sinha was again brought
down to Calcutta, so that the final scene shifts to the
capital.

The consequence of this charge of corruption, in support
of which it was alleged that Mr. Paterson had given his
connivance—for Deijenarrain’s depositions had been made
to him—was that the Commissioners declined to make any
report until thetr characters had been cleared. The Couneil,
alarmed at this prospect, summoned all the prineipal wit-
nesses to Calcutta, including Deijonairain himself.

With the principals reassembled in Caleutta, the matter
enters upon a new phage. Mr. Paterson reappears on the
scene wish a voluminous collection of so-called affidavits
and alfirmations, which he had induced Mr. Moore, the
magistrate who had succeeded Mr. Goodlad at Rungpore,
o attesi. Ile had set the Commission at defiance by
making his own inquiry, rallying to his side the zemindars
and thewr followers, and even by converting Deijenarrain
himself, despite strong locks and bars, into his tool. In
these documents not merely the Rajah but Mr. Goodlad
wero again charged with their old offences, and much more
in fresh and ampler detail. Mr. Goodlad was the first to
enter his protest. He had besn practically exonerated by
the Governor-General’s Council, and expected reinstate-
ment to his post. This new or revived attack threatened
him with a further postponement of his hopes. lle wrote :
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“ At the time my conduct was referred to the investiga-
tion of the Commissioners, and my honour and everything
that was dear to me lay at stake, that Mr. Paterson should
furtively, with Mr. Moore's assistance and influence, collect
ex parte evidence against me while I am down in Caleutta,
unable in any shape to defend myself, and reserving the
delivery of these papers till the moment the Commissioners
are ready with their report concerning me, shows a degree
of personal enmity that nothing but my respeet for your
Honourable Board prevents my expatiating on. . . . With
regard to Mr. Moore, I conceive that he assumed an illegal
authority in taking depositions or in any way interfering
with matters which were a subject of inguiry for a tribunal
erected under the sanction of your Government, either
with reepect to Rajah Devi Bingh or myself.”

The Government then called upon the Commissioners to
gend in their report without delay so far as it related to
the charges exhibited by Mr. Paterson against Mr. Goodlad.
The report was gent in on October 29, 1785, and deals with
the charges seriatim. Only some of them need engage our
attention. The Commissioners were even wmore indignant
with Mr. Paterson than Mr. Goodlad was, for he had
encroached on their authority. They wrote :

“ We think it our duty to declare that we know not by
what authority Mr. Paterson did make his examination
and take depositiona from the zemindars in the presence
of Mr. Peter Moore, the magistrate of Rungpore, or by
what authority Mr. Moore, as magistrate, could permit
Mr. Paterson to make such examination when both the
gentlemen well knew that a period had been put to
Mr. Paterson’s investigation into the eause of the dis-
tarbances by the institution of a new Commission, acting
under the suthority of the Honourable Board.”

One of the principal charges against the Rajah wag of
forcing the zemindars to sign the agreement, and against
Mr. Goodlad of having been cognizant of the fact without
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taking any stepe to punish or prevent this pressure. The
finding of the Commisgioners on the point is important :

‘“ After a very tedious inquiry into the charge, in the
progress of which the gomastahs brought their vakeels,
mohrng, and all the officers of the zemindars’ amlah to
prove that their engagements were extorted from them, it
did not appear by any proof or consistent evidence that
force was used to make the Zemindars give these engage-
ments. Cn the contrary, it appears, by the depositions of
many of the public officers in ungpore and other respon-
sible men in the district uninterested in the present digpute,
that the settlements were not extorted from the zemindars’
gomastahs, but made in  the wsual mode established
throughout the country.”

In plain words, the Commission decided that there had
been no eompulsion.

Another of Mr. Paterson’s charges was that ““from the
orders which he (Goodlad) gave numbers of the ryots were
put to death, their houses burnt down, and that a man
called a busneah, or head of a village, was hung.”

The Commissioners’ answer to this sensational charge
disposes of one of the most prominent incidents in the
procesdins :

“We must inform you that at that period the insurgents
had assembled, had murdered their amlah, had plundered
the eutchorry, were marehing through the distriet in arms,
and by threats and intimidation, cirenlated by their letters
through the distriet addressed to the ryots of several pur-
gunnahsg, exciting and compelling the inhabitants of the
neighbouring districts to join them, until their numbers
had inereased to the most alarming degree. Mr. Goodlad
issued a purwannah to Mahomed Tukky, a man of respect
and consideration, to assemble his people, oppose the
insurgents, and assist Lieutenant MacDonald in quelling
the insurrection. Mahomed Tukky went after the insur-
gents, repulsed and dispersed them, and took Nundram
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and Sufdil, two of their ringleaders, prisoners, and led
them through the district, and exposed them with one side
of their faces whitened and the other side blackened.”

With regard to the financial arrangements for the farm :
“The zemindars paid their revenue to Hurram, and
Hurram paid the revenue to the Rajah. . . . After a very
gtrict inquiry by the Commissioners, it does not appear
that the Rajah himself ever received one rupee on account
of the 52,410 rupecs which he is charged with by Mr.
Paterson. . . . IHurram does not charge the Rajah in
his Jumna Wassid with any receipts on account of Seway
Rozenameha, but deposcd before the Commissioners that
the Rajah never received a rupee on this account. From
the above explanation your Honourable Bonrd will be able
to decide upon the churge of the difference of accounts
between Mr. Paterson and Mr. Goodlad.”

With regard to Mr. Paterson’s procedure, the report of
the Commissioners could not be move emphatic: Mr.
Paterson, in his reply, has nob eonfined himself to the
proofs of his charges exhibited against Mr. Goodlad, but by
various insinuations and decisions has resumed his inquiry
into the Rajah’s conduct before Mr. Peter Moore, the
Magistrate and Colleetor of Iungpore, and has passed
judgment upon tho Rajah even after your Honourable Board
had superseded his former inquiry by the appointment of
a new Commission to inquire into the conduet of the Rajah
at Rungpore.

Ry the introduction of these depositions before Mr.
Moore, and opposition to the public inquiry carried on by
the Commisgioners, there existed two Courts in the same
district at the same time, making the same inquiry: one
by the permission of Mr. Peter Moore, the Magistrate of
Rungpore, carried on by Mr. Paterson, the accuser of Mr.
Goodlad and the Rujah ; the other by a Commission estab-
lished by the authority of Government. ... Mr. Peter
Moore has not only exercised an extra-judicial authority,



TITE CHARGES AGAINST DEVI SINHA 71

but permitted Mr. Paterson to eriminate Mr. Goodlad and
the Rajah by questions and depositions made before him
as Magistrate.”

The final paragraph introduces a subject of which more
will be heard :

““ We shall lay before you the conduct of Mahomed Jaffer,
who came up with Mr. ’aterson as companion to Rungpore,
went from thence to the city, and returned with the office
of Darogah to the Faujdarry Adawlut of Rungpore. One
of the xemindars, in his petition, lays a charge indirectly
against the Rajah, and directly against others in his
employ. for robbery and murder, which the zemindar says
we never inquired into.

“ Information was given ug that an inquiry into the
murder had been made before the then Darogah of the
Faujdarry Adawlut. Upon an application to Mahomed
Jaffer, the present Darogah, for copies of the records of
the Faujdarry Adawlut regarding the inquiry into the
wurder, he, under various pretences, delayed the delivery
of the records, motilated with the view to suppression of
the only deposition which could exculpate the parties
necused, and which it was proved in the Faujdarry Adawlut
from a bit of the records dclivered over to him when he
took charge of the Adawlut.”

1t is refreshing to turn from the heated language and
bitter tongue of My, Paterson to the ealm reasoning and
unimpassioned words of the Lajah in the following state-
ment in his defence :

“The zemindary’ gomastahs say if they had not been
obliged to make unnecessary expenses they should have
paid the money so expended in part of their revenue, and
their Linds would not have been sold. 1 acknowledge the
truth and propriety of the declaration. But this applies
to the zemindars, aund not to their gomastahs, The
gomas:ahs had the sole management of the business of
the zemindars; thercfore it is the interest of the gomastahs
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of the zemindars to make expenses whether necessary or
not for this reason. Why did the gomastahs make their
oxpenses ? If it was done by order of ITurram, why did
they not complain ? If I had refused to have heard their
complaints, they might have complained to Mr. Goodlad ;
if he had refused to hear their complaints, they might
have complained at Calecutta. When they did complain to
me, I referred their complaints to arbitration.”

The Rajah was charged with ill-treating and unmereifully
beating an individual named Gungenarain. This is his
reply :

“On this day Gungenarain, Gomastah of Shabegpenand,
one of the zemindars, hag delivered in a deposition that
TRajah Devi Singh beat him so much that he remained
a whole night senselogs and withont hope of recovery.
Your Commissioners have been pleased to call upon me
for my reply to this charge.

“ Gungenarain, the gomastah, and -——, although at
one time they were granted a deduction of 27,500 rupees,
and at another time 81,000 rupees, in lisu of the profits
ariging from the IIuzzoorse Mehals, and were allowed to
make their own settlement . .. behaved so ill that they
never punctually paid up one kist. . . . I received certain
information that it was the intention of the zemindars to
keep back their revenue for this year, and thaf they had
ingtigated, therefore, the ryots to rise; that had
given the signal to assemble the ryots at Kishoregunge
and other places, armed with sticks and other weapons
of defence . . . had set fire to Kishoregunge cutcherry,
plundered the treasure, with the effccts belonging to the
aumlah of the cutcherry, taken away all the papers, and
that the zemindars had absconded themselves and wrote
to the ryots urging them on to the murder of Gour-
mohun. . . .

“ When the ryots received the letter of encouragement
from the Collector . . . the Collector came down to the
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cutcherrv, which was then held in my house. While he
was inquiring into the accounts . . . Gungenarain behaved
in a very impudent manner to him, and would not cease
although frequently forbid. . . . Gungenarain, upon the
Collector's leaving, began to be very abusive, and made
use of wany improper expressions. . . . I endeavoured to
gilence Crungenarain, but he could not be prevailed on. It
occurred to me that many others might follow the example
of this man. . . . In order, therefore, to terrify others, 1
gave an order that Gungenarain should be beat, but it was
not meant to be put in foree. When verbal threats, how-
ever. had no weight with him and he would not be silent,
then I ordered the Neozer to give him a few strokes with
a rattan —a kind of punisliment practised always over those
who are in balanee to make them pay their revenue. The
poons only gave ten or fifteen strokes with the rattan, and
your Commission must know whenever in any part of
Bengal or Industun & Soobah or Roy Rozan, or latterly
any gentleman, has heen entrusted with the collections of
the couatry, that unless some vigour has been exercised
the revenue would never have been realised, 1 had a trust
of this nature, and most undoubtedly was so far authorized
ag to punigh such people as retained the Company’s revenue
or were dilatory in their payments. . . .

“T had nothing to do with the ryots immediately myself.
If these people were permitted to breed such disturbances,
plunder the country and abscond with impunity, others
would follow their example, and I therefore punished
Gungenarain.  Your Commissioners will be pleased to
congider that in this I have done nothing that is not
customary. . . . If I shall now be deemed culpable, your
Commingion will then be pleased to consider that every
person and every gentleman who has ever had charge of
the collections is also in the same manner culpable with
me.”’

At this stage a fresh and sensational turn was given to
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the whole question. In November, 1785, Mr. Paterson
produced a man who swore that Mr. Pete had accepted a
bill of 70,000 rupees from the Rajah. Mr. Pete and the
other members of the Commission called upon the Superior
Council to investigate the charge and clear their characters.
But before taking up this fresh matter, the Council decided
to deal finally with and get rid of Mr. Gtoodlad’s case. It
was most anxious to have the Rungpore affair settled, as
it had been protracted far beyond its expectations. It
examined the whole of the charges against him, and passed
Resolutions upon them with the following conclusion :

“ Agreed that Mr. Goodlad-be. informed of these Resolu-
tions, and be made acquainted that the Board consider
what he has already suffered during the course of their
investigation as a sufficient penally for that part of his
conduct of which they have disapproved, and that he shall
be again employed whenever the Doard find a proper .
opportunity for availing themselves of his services.”

Deijenarrain, the leader of the ryots, their so-called
nabob, had been brought under guard to Calcutta as the
man who had started the story that Mr. Pete had received
n large sum of money, and that he and his colleagues were
““in the power of Rajah Devi Singh.” 1t was as good a
tale as could be invented to buttress up Mr. Paterson’s
charge and to get Deijenarrain out of prison. In the course
of his examination he declared :

“Rajah Devi Singh also wrote to me that the gentlemen
of the Commigsion were in his power. I have a copy of his
letter to me here, but the original was lost by the roof of the
guard-room at Rungpore julling in. It had no seal or name
to it, but a mark which I understood to be Rajah Devi
Singh’s.”

Deijenarrain’s evidence is transparently valueless, and
the Couneil passed a resolution that “it was in no degree
direct, and only hearsay.” 'T'hoy also poinied out that in
the present case there iy “no avowed accuser.”
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After rome discussion it was decided to examine such of
the persons as could be found among those who had made
the allegation to Deijenarrain. At the same time the
Commissioners were ordered to send in their report on the
Rungpore insurrection without delay. This report conse-
quently was sent in in March, 1786, leaving the charge
against Mr. Pete in suspense. It was divided into six
parts. We need only quote hore those parts which relate
specificaily to Rajah Devi Sinha. The Commissioners
began : '

“The importance of the investigation, and the horrid
crueltios stated to have been inflicted together with the
fullness of our instructions, led and compelled us to make
the fullest inquiry, and by every means procure evidence
on the caarge to vindicate the hononr of the Government
and the Knglish name, either to disproving such dreadful
aecusatinnsg, or, if proved, hringing the perpetrators of them
to punishment.”

After this introduction the charges are taken seriatim.
-The first charge is that © Devi Singh increased the Jumna
or renta. beyond the ability of the country to bear.” On
that point the Commissionets restrict themselves to saying
that ““ no such aggessment as that laid by Devi Singh was
ever levied from the counfry, and therefore we do not
imagine that the country could hear this increase.” Thig
verdict is inconelusive and must be taken into account with
that on the latter part of the same charge alleging that the
Rajah  compelled the zemindars to sign engagements and
then confined them.”

Many of the zemindars were women and children, and
those wio were men aro described as totally unconversant
with buziness. They were all represented by gomastahs or
doputies. It was with them that the Rajah transacted
business. A liltle examination sufliced to show that the
alleged confinement consisted in placing peons or mohussils
on their estates, but this, added the Commissioners, ““is a
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universal practice throughout Bengal on making a new
settlement, especially where a new farmer is appointed.”

On the charge of using violence the verdiet was: ““ It
does not appear by evidence that the gomastahs were
either beaten, or punished, or put in irons, or into econfine-
ment, to make them give their engagements, nor by any
consistent evidence that any eompulsive means were exer-
cised to induce them to give earlier engagements. . . .
To which we must add that by the depositions of —
and it does not appear that they considered any
compulsion had been used to make the zemindars of
Rungpore enter into their engagements.”

With regard to the employment of sezawuls to make
collection on the zemindars’ estates—‘‘a usual practice
when they fell into arrears’”—the Rajah disclaimed any
knowledge of the transaction or of the persons appointed to
act as sezawuls, and it appears by the deposition of Hurram,
delivered April 15, to have been his own act without the
knowledge of the Liajah who was at Dinajepore at the
time.”’

The general conclusion of the Commissioners was that
no.charge of cruelty was brought home to the Rajah, and,
indeed, that there was no reason to suspect him of having
committed any such acts ag were laid to his charge.

The Commissioners went on to explain that no one could
be got to take upon themselves the responsibility and risk
of getting in the revenue, unless they were invested at the
same time with some of the authority of power, adding
that the Rungpore zemindars had always had a bad name
as delinquents, and had never paid their revenue except
under compulsion. Moreover, none of the gomastahs,
when ealled upon to do so, were able to produce proof that
their lands seized for arrears of revenue had been sold at
an undervalue. In the case of Carjeshaut, when after great
pressure and several months delay papers were produced
they were found to be estimates, and not the original deeds
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and account-books. The estimates were also at complete
variance with the original complaints of the same people.

On the charge of having purchased some of the lands
which the zemindars had to sell in order to make good
their arrears of revenue, it was shown that the Rajah had
only bouzht a small portion of them, and that he had
always psid a fair price for what he purchased. Moreover,
these lands were not bought lor personal aggrandizement,
but for religious benefactious through his Brahmin family
high priest. Under this head the verdict of the Commis-
gion reads as follows:

“The prices given for thoese lands appear to have been
very fair; so far from theiv being sold at an undervalue
they were sold at o price very favourable to the zemindars.
There dces not appear to bave beon any compulsion in the
transaction of the purchase of these lands.”

With regard to the c¢harges of eruelty brought against
the Rajah, the Commission conclided that *“ exeept in the
depositicn of Govin Mozumdar, and that not supported by
any other evidence, it does not appear from any deposition
that the Rajah had the least knowledge that such severities
were exercised in the distriebs, o that the zemindars ever
complaitied to him on hig arrival at Rungpore during the
year of the severities inflicted on them by Hurram. On
the contrary, the zemindars and Ilurram declared on
February 16, 1785, that the Rajah did not interfere in the
management of the district for 1188, To Hurram only,
then, can the commission of these ernelties be charged.”

The Commissioners also found that the Persian translator
from tha Bengali, relied on by Mr. 'aterson, had in several
ingtances magnified trivial acts of no eriminality whatever,
into erimes of the highest degree. In other cases altera-
tions had been made in the depositions of important
witnesses without their knowledge or consent.

We c¢ome finally to the admitted cases of cruelty chiefly
in Dinajpore and not Rungpore. The distinction is neces-
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sary becanse thers was no insurrection in Dinajpore, and
also because the evidence showed that the infliction of
cruelty for the purpose of collecting revenue from defaulters
had long been in vogue in that part of Bengal. Indeed,
some of the practices read as if they had been horrowed
from “ Darkest Africa.” On this matter the Commission
affirmed ;

““ It will doubtless appear o matter of surprise as well ag
of the greatest satisfaction to your Honourable Board to learn
that the most dreadful of the eruelties had no existence.
But when your Honourable Board shall recollect the mode
in which these charges have been brought forward the sur-
prise will cease, particulaxly when it is considered that the
most dreadful charges avese, not from the voluntary
complaint of sufferers applying for redress and justice,
but from the depositions of and ——, men whosge
misconduet had subjected them either o punighment or
apprehension of punishment, and therefore anxious to
shelter themselves under a prior nccusation.

“ We must further remark that the parties subseribing to
the complaints were never confronted with the accused, nor
can we find that any examination was ever made into the
charges subscribed to; therefore a latitude, if not an
eacouragement for accusation, was given to the ryots with-
out fear of detection of a false complaint, and an oppor-
tunity presented to the ryots of evading, or at least of
suspending, the payment of the balance justly due to the
tarmer by a representation of their suffering under such
unheard-of cruelties. Hourly experience proves that there
is no language of complaint which the natives will not
adopt to evade the payment of their revenue.”

We come now to that part of the Commission’s report
which was tantamount to the acquittal of Rajah Devi
Sinha -

“ When the directions annually given by the Rajah on
the settlement, the Rajal’s compliance with the requests
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of the ryots, and the fact that no complaint of the infliction
of severit:es and cruelties was made to the Rajah, are con-
sidered, your Honourable Board must decide whether the
infliction nf such severities was either with his approbation
or knowludge, and if such complaint had been made
whether le could not, as in the instance of ——, have
punished 1he offenders in proportion 0 the cnormity of the
grime.

« Justice oblices us to observe that we have not been
able to fix upon the Rajah any knowledge of, or consent to,
she infliction of such severities as have been proved, except
upon Basdeo Doss and Ramnarrain, who were punished by
the order f the Rajah for their oppression and plunder of
the ryots.”

In conclusion we must bujefly sketeh the end of the
charge made by Mr. Paterson against the (Commissioners
of having been bribed. When Mr. Paterson, on finding
that the matter could nob be treated with levity, disclaimed
being the aceuser, and alleged that he was only the channel
of informasion, the Conimissioners. very aptly quoted a
dictum just expressed by the Attorney-General of the day
before Lord Mansfiold :

«1 did say what common ‘sense dictates, what the faw of
every civilized state under ITeaven preseribes, and there is
not a maxir of law to be fetched from any country or age
that contradicts, that the man who calumniates and does
not aceuse deserves to be punished with exemplary
saverity.”

Mr. Paterson was a mere ealumniator. The prineipal
object of his wrath was the Rajaly, but those who inter-
vened mot to protect the Lajali but to ensure justice
passed undcr his displeasure.  Iirst it was Mr. Goodlad,
hut he, more fortunate than the others, was acquitted and
restored to his rank and post in cighteen months. Then
he fell foul of the Commission itself, accusing My. Pete of
having taken a bribe of 70,000 vupees, and the whole Com-
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mission of aceepting 96,000 rupees from the Rajah. If this
charge could only have passed current for a brief space, it
would have nullified the effect of any decision the Com-
misgion might have come to in favour of the Rajah.

Called upon to furnish proof of the serious charge he
had brought againgt the Commissioners, Mr. Paterson had
to admit that he had none, and the Council, now presided
over by the new Governor-General, Lord Cornwallis, passed
the following resolution :

“ Ordered that Mr. Pete be acquainted, in answer to his
letter, that Mr. Paterron has declared himself unable to
support the charge of bribery againgt the Rungpore Com-
missioners, of which charge lie acknowledged himself,
when called on, to be only the channel of conveyance, and
that, it being otherwise unaceompanied with any proof, it
has been long considered ag set aside, and the parties
accused to be innocent of the crimes alleged against them.”

With regard to Rajah Devi Sinba, no similar decision
seems, from the records, ever to have heen formally passed ;
but the favourable action taken in regard to each of the
requests contained in the following petitions show that he
was treated as an innocent man against whom the sercus
charges advanced by My. Paterson could not be upheld.
Thig was his first petition :

“T have at difforent periods had the honour to be
employed in the service of the Honourable Company near
five-and-twenty years, and faithfully and zealously adr ‘nis-
tered the affairs entrusted to my management. For alve

years that T was dewan of the provinee of Rajem wnd
Purnea I realized sixteen, and never less than sen,
lacs of rupees per annum, and at the present , the
same provinces do not yield ten lacs to Governn. . I

had afterwards, during eight years, the honour to hol< the
station of dewan to the Provineial Council of Moorshedabad,
when the revenue was punctually paid, the eultivation
improved, and the people safisfied. A reference to the
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public recosds and to the testimony of the gentlemen under
whose authority I acted will authenticate the truth of the
nssertion.

" In the Bengal year 1188 I was appointed security and
dewan of the provinces of Dinagepore, Rungpore, and
Groraganb. This appointment T did not solieit or wish, and
in acceptinyg it I conformed entirely to the pleasure of the
Honourable the Governor-General, Mr. Hastings, and of
Mr. Anderson, the President of the Committee of Revenue.
The Committee received engagements from me to pay in two
years near nine lacs of rupees increase upon the settlement
ob the preceding yenr of 1187. I punctually discharged
the revenua of the first year of my lease—1188. The
inhabitants were contented, and I had the satisfaction to
roceive letters from my superiors, highly applauding my
gnod conduct, which letters are ready to be produced.

“In the second yewr of my lense sueh abundance of
grain was produced as reduced it value in a degree that
the sale haidly defrayed the expense of cultivation. Owing
to this caure 1 was prevented from collecting any revenue
eqrnl to the amount of my engagements with Government.
Nevartheless, impressed with a just sonse of attachment
to my empl yers and a regard to my character, I patiently
submitted to the loss, and punclually discharged the
revenue on account of the provinces of Dinagepore and
Goragaut up to the cend of Cheit 1189, 1n consideration
of thl great plenty of grain, I made large remissions of the
rent! .o tho ryots of Rungpore, notwithstanding which
they even cvaded the payments of the reduced rent and
rose” * rebellion, excited thercto by the zemindars, in the
hope' of sirking their balances, as would appear from
anthe ‘tic documents in iy possession. Mr. Goodlad
transmitted a full account of these transactions to the
Committee of Revenue when Mr. Paterson was appointed
to investigats the causes of the rebellion, and in the mean-
tirae Mr. Goodlad, by his good management and prudence,
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quelled the rebellion, and the collections, which had suffered
a total stop, were again put in train.

““ Mr. Paterson, on his arrival, protected the zemindars
and ryots, and led them to suppose that they would be
granted a remission of their balances, from the hopes of
which they were instigated to prefer complaints against me
to Mr. Paterson, who proceeded to the investigation of
these complaints, and to this end he directed me by letter
to cause the attendance of my farmers and of all persons
attached to 1y office, and likewise to furnish my accounts.
I obeyed Mr. Paterson’s directions, and he confronted me
for seven days with the zemindars, their gomastahs, and
thousands of other persons, in the presence of Mr. Goodlad,
and compared with thema my account receipts, and Mr.
Paterson delivered me a transeript of my account, so com-
pared, signed by his mutsuddy Kerparam. After this, on
the 13th of Bysaack, I proceeded to Calcutta, agreeable to
the orders which I had receivad from the President.

“My account receipts were the only point to which
Mr, Paterson directed his inquiries during my residence at
Rungpore ; but what was my surprise, on arriving at
Calentta, to find that Mr. Paterson had transmitted a
number of petitions to the Commitieo, complaining of my
tyranny and oppressions. Mr. Paterson also asserted that
no balances were due to me by the zemindars, but, on the
contrary, I had eollected a sum considerably above my
just claimg. To such of the complaints as were transmitted
to me by the Commiftee 1 fully replied. Mr. Paferson
remained four or five months after me in Rungpore and
Dinagepore, and on his arrival at Calcutia delivered in all
the papers respecting complaints preferred against me, but
did not adduce a single proof in support of the said
complaints. Te kept Sheik Mahomed Mullee in confine-
rent, for the purpose of instigating him to asperse my
character, and to induce his acquiescence therein he
promised hig enlargement. I continued in Calcutta, with-
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cub any further examination being made into my affairs,
for above & year. When Mr. Hastings went to Lucknow,
and the authority of Government devolved on Mesars.
Macpherson and Stubbs, on April 6, 1784, those gentlemen
ordered a guard to attach my person.

“The ccrime for which I suffered this disgrace was
unknown to me, none being alleged. Another guard was
posted at the same time at my house at Moorshedabad.
My effects were sequestrated, and an inventory of them
ordered to be taken. . .

“TIafterwards learnt that three Company’s servants were
appointed Commissioners to proceed to Iungpore, and
inquire into the complaint preferred against me, and in
consequencze thereof I repeatedly presented petitions to the
Honourable the Governor-General and Council, requesting
that T might attend the Commissioners, and be confronted
with roy aceusers. . . .

“A purwannah was afterwards received by me, dated
June 19, 1784, directing me immediately to pay a balanece
of 3,90,272 rupees, and acquainting me that on the other
hand my :laims should be adjusted at o future period. To
this 1 reolied that the demand surprisod me, for, never
having had a hearing to asecriain whether it was just or
not, disgraced by an attachment of my person, and denied
the right of being confronted with my accusers, I did not
admit the demands. In my conscience T had not been
guilty of any crime, but, on the contrary, had entertained
the strorgest hopes, by my good conduct, of meriting
applause. . . . That the demand of immediate payment
of all cluims against me, and the posiponement of the
adjustroent of those in my favour, were instances of my
ili-fortunc. I appealed to their humanity, and solicited
that security should be taken, that f might be permitted
to attend the Commisgioners, ander a guard, at Bungpore.

“1 received a purwannah in answer, dated June 10,
1784, ditecting me to give security for whalever balance
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should be established against me agreeable to the investi-
gations of the Commissioners, and that I shonld be sent
to Rungpore and remain there under a guard while the
inquiry lasted. Seeing expostulation vain, helpless, and
knowing my presence at Rungpore necessary for my safety,
I submitted to the guard as well ag the security. . . . I
arrived at Rungpore on the 19th of Badon, 1191, when
I was informed that the Commisgioners had issued a
Proclamation requiring the attendance of persons who had
complaints to prefer and adduce their proofs, that justice
might be rendered. Notwithstanding which, no eom-
plainants appeared ; and then pikes were despatched by
the Commigsioners to. compel thae attendance of witnesses,
and. the evidence given by the witnesses so compelled
would appear in the procecdings not to establish my
criminality.

“1 guffered varions indignities in the course of the trial,
for Mr. Paterson obtained an order from the Honourable
the Governor-General and Couneil forbidding that 1 should
be permitted to sit in their presence; thus I underwent
disgrace before the proof of my guilt. I was put upon
a level with the meanest-of the people in a province where
a short time before I appeared in a high rank and high
power. 8o situated, encouragement was held forth to
complainants, and if guilt had existed the proof of it eould
not have been concealed.

“ These indignities [ suflered at & time when circum-
gtances favoured a presumption of my innocence, for the
appointment of the Commission wag occasioned by Mr.
Paterson’s having failed in establishing the truth of his
accusations, verified by the following extract of the in-
structions of the Governor-General and Council to the said
Commissioners :

“¢That Rajah Devi Singh denies the charges made by
Mr. Paterson against him for that year, which charges
Mr. Paterson has not made good.’
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““Other means failing to authenticate the aceusation
professed against me, the zemindars of Taipa and three
or four cther persons were ingtigated to depose before
Mr. Moors and Mr. Paterson that 1 had offered bribes to
the complainants not to appear against me. This served
to prolong the investigation and distress me, for the Com-
missioners suspended their proeeedings until they examined
these depositions, when no proof appeared that I had ever
offered bribes.

“Mr. L'aterson, after the appointment of the Commis-
gioners, was not invested with any authority, and it was
forbid by the Ilonourable Board that any persons who were
parties or witnesses in-the eanse should hold any com-
munication either with Mr. Paterson or me. Nevertheless,
Mr. Paterson, supported by the influence of Mr. Moore, the
Collector, privately received and held long conversations
with the vemindars and ofticers of (Qovernment at Rung-
pore. Ie talked in private with Hurram, my servant. 1
represented these circumstances in a petition addressed to
the Commissioners, offering to addnce the proof; bub it
was roturaed to me in a letter under the signature of
Mr, Pete s ¢ highly improper to be received’ while the
suit was pending.

“Mr. Moore and Mr. Paterson in this manner secretly
took the depositions of Durigenarain and others, asserting
various matters highly injurious to the character of Mr.
Goodlad and me, and carried the sald depositions along
with themr. to Caleutta without even communieating the
same either to the Commisgion or to me, I represented
their conduct to the Commissioners, urging that the in-
vestigatior; of the complaints rested with them, and that
in taking depositions the said gentlemen acted without
authority ind injured me. I requested that they would
inquire invo this matter, which they did, and it was found
that the depositions above alluded to were secretly taken
by Mr. Moore and Mr. Paterson.
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‘“ I'rom these facts I conceive myself justified in asserting
that eircumstances of peculiar hardship have attended my
trial, and which I humbly submit to the consideration
which it merits when my case comes under decision.

* Persons acquainted with the depositions of the natives
of Hindustan will readily be convinced that in my situation
complaints of the zemindars might have been easily excited ;
for, being indebted to me in considerable balance of revenue,
and having instigated the ryots to rebellion, to establish
criminality against me would be their only hope of evading
the payment of those balances and of averting punishment
for the murders and other acts of violence committed by
them in the course of the rebellion.

“ Conformably to the orders of the Honourable Board,
when the investigation was completed I proceeded to Cal-
cutta, where I have now resided above one year and a half.
During this period 1 have repeatedly fransmitted petitions
to Mr. Macpherson, humbly representing that the inquiry
into my conduct was now concluded, and, although I had
given bail, the guard over uiy persen remained. I earnestly
golicited that a decigion might pass and the guard be with-
drawn. To these representations 1 never could obtain an
answer. I continue in disgrace, to the ruin of my charaeter,
separated from my family, and suffering irreparable injury
in my fortunes, unable to attend to my private concerns.
The extraordinary length to which my sufferings have been
profracted is above all vexatious, for it now exceeds five
years since my dismissal from office, and I have continued
in confinement and disgrace, and in fact have had punish-
ment inflieted, before proot of guilt.”

This petition produced no effect, and twelve months later
the Rajah repeated it in an abbreviated form, which need
not be quoted. Only then did the Council come to a formal
decigion on the subjeet :

“ The Board, having taken the above petitions into eon-
gideration, are of opinion that whilst the cause lies over
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for decision (which the constant business before the Board
may protriet to some time longer), every accommodation
should be allowed the petitioner which is not inconsistent
with the purpose of justice. That they have no reason to
apprehend any intention on his part to fly from the event
of the trit.l, which indeed, if he were so disposed, he might
offect, notwithstanding the guard now placed over him,
with the same facility as if he resided at Moorshedabad.
That in whatever manner the trial may terminate, it cannof
be denied that the inconveniences stated to be suffered by
him are raal.

“ Resolved, therefore, that the guard of sepoys over his
person be withdrawn (October 16, 1787), and that in lieu
thereof two persons be appointed from the Khalss to attend
to and wutch his movements ; that he be permitted to visit
hig family at Moorshedabad on his engagement to return
whenever summoned to make his appearance; and thaft
the bonds of his securities be returned to him on his
deliveringr to the Board of Revenue security to the same
amount in certificates, with authority to appropriate the
same to the Company's use whenever the orders of the
Governor-General i Council may be issued for thatb
purpose.’”’

Thus ended the famous inquiry into the events at
Rungpors, and all that can be said in conclusion is that
the acquittal of Rajah Devi Sinha, if it lacked the formal
decree of a Court or Supreme Council, was complete, for as
gome alloviation of his sufferings the GGovernment, a few
years lator, raised his rank from that of Rajah to Maharajah,
and conforred upon him many khillats of honour.



CHAPTER V
DEVI SINHA'S SUCCESSORS

Rasanm Devi Smna lived for nearly twenty years after the
events described in the last chapter. He had nothing more
to do with the farming of the taxes, and he concentrated
all his attention on his own affairs. The Mogul Kmperor,
Shah Alam, had recognized his jaghir as an independent
non-tax-paying Raj, and the Indian Government allowed
him to prosecute his claims against several of his creditors
under his lease ag o farmer. One of them, at least, was
an Fnglishman, who eventually had to pay the sum he
owed. By this means the Rajah recovered the security he
had deposited with the Government for their claims, and
his reputation again stood so high among the English
officials that the Marquis of Cornwallis conferred upon
him the higher title and style of Maharajah Bahadur. On
several occasions he was invited to acquire lands, in addition
to his hereditary ‘Raj,’ in order that the Government
might feel sure of recciving its land tax.

The Maharajah, described in the official documents as
Zemindar of Hooddah Ekoory, died on April 18, 1805, and
a8 he left no children, his property passed o his brother
and that brother’s sons.

This brother was Rajah Bahadur Sinha Bahadur, already
mentioned. In February, 1779, Warren Hastings had
recognized him as Rajah Bahadur. Bahadur Sinha had

also served the Indian Government very well, and was at
88
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one time placed in sole charge of its revenue department
in Bengal. He had also helped his brother on many
occasiont, and during his years of trouble he had looked
after his family and estates.

He was also very attentive to his religion, and a great
patron of the Brahmins. He fixed his residence at Gaisabad,
where ha erected a magnificent temple. The temple is
still there, but the presiding deity has been removed to
Nashipur, and is maintained out of the lands assigned for
the purpose by the Rajah. In this temple he consecrated
the deity Sri Sri Iswar Lukshminarayan Deb Thackur,
and thus for a time it seemed as if Gaisabad and not
Nashipur would be the seat of the Raj. At that time,
Gaisabad was a place of greut opulence, full of commercial
activity, but it has since declined. The Rajah’s temple is,
indeed, the chief memorial left of its former prosperity,
and was the scene of an annual Iindu festival.

Rajah Bahadur Sinha did not long survive his brother,
but, unlike him, he left three gons, whose names were, in
the order of their birth, 1Tanumanta Sinha, Udwant Sinha,
Jankiram Sinha. Before passing on, it may be mentioned
that Rujah Bahadur Sinha had a great reputation for
piety and saintliness. It wag deelared that on the occasion
of his death by the holy banks of the Ganges (the Bhagirathi)
the bell of the temple, which he had founded and endowed,
began tolling sonorously and simultaneously with his last
breathings, and ceased at the very moment that the vital
gpark quitted his earthly frame.

Hig ¢ldest son, Hanumanta Sinha, died a few months
after his father, and before the termination of the period
of mourning. He therefore did not assume his hereditary
family title of Rajah. This omission was to have serious
consequences, for it might have diverted the hereditary
honours from the senior line of the family.

Hanumanta left one son, named Kisgan Chand, who was
a child of tender years at the time of his father’s death.
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This gave hiz uncle, Udwant Sinha, the gecond son of
Rajah Bahadur Sinha, the chance of coming forward and
posing as the head of the family. Ie seems to have
impressed the English superintendent of Nizamat affairs
at Murshidabad with the justice of his claims, for he
addressed the following letter to Calcutta :

To J. Monckton, Esq., Persian Secretary, Fort Welliam.

SIk,

I have the honour hevewith to transmit an arzee from Baboo
Oodwunt Sing to the uddress of the Governor-General, presented with
a nuzzur of five gold mohurs ; a letter to your address from the same
person is also enclosed.

The family, rank, and personal eharactor of Oodwunt Sing entitled
him, T beliove, to be perniitted on the present occasion to address
himself direct to the Governor-General. 1le is the son of the late
Rajah Bahadur Sinha, and nephew and cousin of the Rajah Devi
Sinha. The object of his hopes and of his nmbition is to have conferred
on him the titloe of Rajah, by which his father was distinguished, but
without the sanction of His lordship’s authority he will not assume
it. Should His Lordship be pleased to confer on him the title of
Rajah, T should be happy to reccive your instructions whether a
Khellaut on the part of His Twordship is to be given, and of what
articles composed. '

T have, ete.,

MURSHIDABAD, T. Brookk.

March 18, 1812,

The following is the text of Udwant Sinha’s letter enclosed
with the above:

My forefathers having been eonnected with the British Government,
wud having enjoyed distinguished inarks of its consideration and
favour, I take the liberty of stating to Your Iordship, who is tho
patron and protector of its devoted adherents, the circumstance of my
case. It has been my eruel fate to be deprived of iy respected father,
the lato Rajah Bahadur Sing, an event which has overwhelmed me
with griof and sorrow. Tho charge of providing for all his family and
dependents, which is a heavy trust, has develved on me; and as in
this forlorn and friendless state I huve no protector but Your Liordship,
whose kindness and favour, like the rays of the world-illumining sun,
are extended to all tribes and nations, I humably beg leave to express
my hopes that T shall enjoy the same marks of distinction as were
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enjoyed by my ancestors, and that I shall be enabled to live respected
and honoured among iny peers and equals, and to support the name
and rank ¢f my family.

As a token of my attachment and respect, I transmit a sealed bag
with 2 nuzzur of five gold moburs, which I beg Your Lordship to do
me the hoour to sceept.

To say 1more would bo to transgress the bounds of respect.

The ruference in this letter to his respongibility for his
father’s family and dependents conveyed the idea that he
was hig heir and representative, and it was on that assump-
tion thut Government compliod with his request. The
launguags of the official letter is clear and leaves no loophole
for misinterpretation. 1t reads as follows:

To 1. Brooke, Fsq., Superintendent of Nigamut Affairs at
Murshidabad.

SIR, :
I am directed to aclnowledge thoe receipt of your despasch of
March 18, transmittiug a letter from Oodwunt Sing to the Right
Honoureble the Govornor-Genernl’s address, sccompanied by an
offering of five gold mohurs, and stuting his solicitude to be distin-
guished by the title which was cnjoyed by his deccased father, the late
Rajah ¥ ahadur Sinha.

The Tiritish Government hagnoverassumed the privilege of granting
titles, br.tit is at all times ready to acknowledge independont hereditary
titles. The title of Rajuh, however, hus been in the family of Oodwunt
Sinha for several generations, and the Governov-General in Couneil,
supposing that Qudwunt Sinha (s the cldest son of the late Bahadwr
Sunha, and, consequenily, the vepresentative of the family, authorizes
hiin to assume bis futher’s title. As n public acknowledgmont of
Oodwunt Sinha’s new dignity, His Lordship in Couneil is further
pleased to eonfer on him she distinetion of u Khellaut, which, according
to the onelesed list, will be transmitted to you through his agent, and
on its werival at Murshidabad you will be pleascd to invest Oodwunt
Binha with it on the part of the Government in due forui,

I ara directed to transmit to you the enclosed lettor from the
Govornor-General to Oodwunt Sinha in reply to his to the address of
His Lordship, together with coples of it in the English and Persian
languages for your information.

1 have, ste.,
ForT WiLLiam, J. MoONCKTON.
August 14, 1812,
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Enclosed in Mr. Monckton’s letter was the following
communication from the Governor-General :

To Rajak Oodwunt Sinka, son of the late Rejah Bahadur Sinla.

I have received your letter unnouneing the death of your father, the
late Rajah Bahadur Sinha, which has oceasioned concern in my mind.

I entertain a high scuse of your loyalty and attachment towards the
British Government, and T consider the nuzzur which accompanied
your letter as proof of both; but the aceeptanc: of pecuniary offerings
being contrary to the practices of the British Government, I return
your offoring,.

You may be assured that, as long as your eonduet is regulated by the
principlos of fidelity and attachment, you will expericnce the favour
and protection of this Government. As a testimony of my favourable
disposition towards you, I have @directed Mr. Thomas Brooke, Super-
intendent of Nizanut affairs; fo invest you in my name with a
Khellaut on the oceasion of your father’s decense and of your accession
to his title.

J. MoNCKTON,

August 14, 1812.

This letter not merely ignored the existence of Kissan
Chand, but of his father, Ilanumanta, ag well.

Rajah Udwant Sinha wag undoubtedly a very clever
man, and greatly increased the family possessions. The
following description of himis taken from a work entitled
“ Nomenclature of Native Powers and Native Chiefs of
India”:

“Rajah Oodwunt Sinha Bahadur, son of the famous
Devi SBinha (an error for nephew), of Mr. Hastings’ time, is a
prineipal person of Murshidabad. Ile has immense wealth
and large commereial dealings, and has besides by purchage
at private sales possessed himself of extensive estates in all
parts of the country but chiefly at Murshidabad.”

Rajah Udwant Sinha enjoyed his honours throughout
his life without being disturbed in any way, and he was
almost as well known for his religious zeal as for his
wealth. Ile made several pilgrimages to the Baidyanath
Temple among other places, and it is curious to read his
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correspor.dence with the Governor-General on each of these
occagions, and his obtaining permission to travel with two
hundred ollowers, and to be exempt from all eustoms’ duties.
In 1816 he removed the Rajbuti of his family from
Gaisabad, where it had been fixed by his father, to Nashipur
(then spelt Naseepore), and he also made large endowments
and provided in perpetuity for the attendant Brahmins.
The entry on this subject in the Government record is:

“ Rajsh Oodwunt Sinha, an opulent banker of Murshi-
dabad, ot the Governor-General’s permission to donate
houses und land in Caleutta, and a sum of money, pro-
ducing together an annual revenue of 24,000 rupees, for the
purpose of supporting -and maintaining the temple and
rites of Raghonath Jee at Nuseepore (Nashipur) the T'hacoor-
baree of Ruma Bycoonth.”

This endowment wag quite apart from the enormous
cost of the temple itselt which is deseribed as a splendid
building. The temple is erowned with a central dome
sixty fect above the tlooy, and is ornamented with twenty-
five steoples topped with glistening gold minarets which are
ninety eet above the base. The shanashin, or arch, is in
marble, and there is not a finer or more imposing temple
to be fcund in Bengal. 1lere he consecrated the presiding
deity or the family, Sri Sri Iswar Raghanath Deb Thacoor.
In addition he also founded and endowed various minor
temples, and he also granted many Brahmatic lands to the
Brabmins.

But his charity was not restricted to the Chuarch, and he
had the reputation of being a general philanthropist. The
followiag story about him is not uninteresting :

On « certain oceasion a poor Brahmin applied to him for
lielp to meet the expenses of his daughter’'s marriage,
which in Bengal is always very great, and sometimes
involvss the family in ruin. At the first application the
Rajah, thinking it adequate for the case, gave him only
5 rupees, but the Brahmin was not at all satisfied with it, and
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yet he was somewhat at a loss how to induce the Rajah to
grant more. But he was at a still greater loss how to
defray the enormous cost of giving his daughter a suitably
splendid wedding.

Watching his opportunity, he at last saw the Rajah
bathing one day in the sacred Bhagirathi, and approaching
him hurriedly with clasped hands, he implored him to give
him & further contribution of a substantial amount. The
Rajah took pity on him, and asked what he wished him to
pay, suggesting himself « pachsat san ** (five seven hundreds
of rupees) ? The Brahmin replied Tathwastee ” (so0 be it).
The Rajah, on his return to his residence, ordered the
Treasurer to pay him the monay.

As a man of business Rajah Udwant Sinha was not
merely one of the richest men of his day in India, but he
was also an excellent landlord. The zemindars of Bengal
were notorious for the bad managemont of their affairs, and
they were always more or less in difficulties. Udwant
Sinha introduced an entirely new zemindary system, which
is still the model ot Bengal. In other words, he succeeded
in making the land pay its fair return to the owner and the
State. He was thus doubly ugeful to the Government, for
he supported its policy, and he was an example to others.

Udwant Sinha also co-operated with the Government in
other ways, and when the local Rajah of Rewah rose in
insurrection he was called upon to send his forces to aid
the troops operating against him in the following official
letter :

The faithless and hostile econduet which the Rajah of Rewah bas
lately pursued, having dissolved the relation of friendship bhetween the
British Government and the Lajah, has compelled the Dritish Govern-
ment to resort to arms for the security of its rights and interests.

I am satisfied of your disposition to avail yourself of every oppor-
tunity of proving your attachment und devotion to the British Govorn-
tent.  The object of this 'erwana, therefore, is to desire that you will
conform to whatever requisitions you may receive from Captain B )
cither for the junetion of your troops with his detachruent for the
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purpose of 2eing employed in the operations to be undertaken agninst
the Raja of Bowah, or for the continuance of your exertion in defending
the passes through your eountry from any incursions which may be
attempted hy the Pindurries during the absence of the Dritish troops.

The exertion of your zeal and {idelity on this oceasion will confirm
the high opinion which I entortain of your character, and will secure
to you the special favour and protection of this Government.

Yours,
J. MonckToN.,

Udwant Sinha took a very considerable interest in foreign
affairs, and when nows reached India of the exile of
Napoleor. to Elba, and the conclusion of the long war in
Kurope, e wrote a letter of congratulation to the Governor-
General, to which he received the following reply :

Your lester expressing vour great sabisfaction at the news of the
defeas of the ruler of [rance and his party at tho hands of the
victorious heroes and participators of the British Government, and
your wish for she hoalth aund prosperity of these victorious personages
and of thy illustrious Government, and containing other good news,
and forwairding presenis through . . . has greatly increased my
happiness. Whereas you are s well-wisher and favour-secker of the
high and illustrious British Governuent, consequently tho said good
news must surely have been the cause of groater satisfaction to you.

The oxpression of satisfaction and the forwarding of o present, being
mere tok-ms of your good wish, have been the ecauses of very great
satisfacticn to meo.

I have accopted in mind the present sent, but, according to the
custor of this Governinent, it is remitted.

It is proper that, considering me your constant well-wisher, yon
should reader me satisfaction by writing me your good news. What
moro shald 1 write ?

3. NugrNT,

October 28, 1514, (Feneral.

Anothier instance of this intelligent interest and goodwill
wag furaished when the Marquis of Hastings brought the
Marathy War to & successful issuc ab the close of the year
1818. The Rajah wroto a letter of congratulation, aceom-
panied by the usual formal present to the Governor-
General, and received the following reply :
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On receiving the news of my return with victory and peace from
my journsy to the North-Western Provinees, tho letter with the well-
wishing present which you have sent cxpressing your great satisfaction,
and containing other expressions of your devoted loyalty, has renderec
me great satisfaction. The said news might surely be the cause of
greater satisfaction to you, considering the lasting loyalty, esteem, and
affeetion which yon have towards this Govermmnent.

2. The well-wishing present and the oxpression of your satisfaction
indicate your loyalty, and consequently have beecome the cause. of
greater satisfaction to me. The presents senl are acceptod and touched,
but remitted aceording to practice. Considering me your constant
well-wisher, you should continue to plense me by conveying to me the
news of your welfare. What more shall 1 write ?

HasTings,

February 12, 1819,

Not long after these letters, Rajah Udwant Sinha was
taken very ill on one of his numerous pilgrimages, and he
seems to have imagined that he would not recover, for he
wrote the Governor-General the farewell letter which
follows. It is chiefly interesting for the fact that it
mentions his giving over hig estates to his eldest son, Lal
Chutter Sahee, and yet at the time of his death he left, as we
shall see, no children of hig own. We must, therefore,
presume that Lal Chutter Sahee predeceased him, which
led to his making use of the right of adoption shortly before
his death, in 1832. His letter addressed to Liord Amherst
read :

From Rajal Oodwunt Sinla. Recetved December 6, 1822,
After Complituents,

Your Lordship must have been informed by the letters of the
officer commanding the battalion of Hazareo Dagh of my fidelity,
obedionce, and attachment to the Company, and I have taken the
liberty of addressing you on my own aflairs, as I consider myself
golely under your proteetion. In the month of September I set out on
a pilgrimage to Gaiyagu, where I arrived in good health, and I greatly
relieved mysclf by the performance of the object of my journey. On
the approach of the Doorgnh Poojah, I paid a visit to Maharajah Sirdat
Nath Singh, Zomindar of the pergunnah of Ramgurh, at Techulk, in
the Zillah of Ramgurh, I had intended a few days, after I had paid
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a visit to +he officer of Haxavea Bagh, to have returned home, I
unluckily fave fallen so ill at this place that I have no hopes of
recovery, ad, inasmuch ag this life is transitory and perishable, what
ause of agionishment is there if the thread of my existenca be eut
short ? This being the case, I hope that Your Lordship will look with
kindncss upon my eldest son, Lial Chutter Sahee (who has arcived at
he age of manhood, and is very clever, and into whose charge,
previous to my departure, I gave all the business of my zemindaree
and of my house), so that ho may be prosperons under the effect of
your favour, and, having confirmed him in the possession of the lands
of the zemindaree, he will always be eruployed in praying for your
prosperity,

Udwant Sinha lived nearly ten years after this letter, and
his male descendants having died out, he adopted, as he
had full right to do, his nephew, Ram Chand, the son of
his youn;zest brother, Janki Ram Sinha. There appears to
have been some doubt as to the adoption having been fully
completed at the time of his death, but the point is not
very material to our narrative, which is chiefly concerned
with shoving how the family title came back into the elder
line.

Udwar t Sinha was undoubtedly a clever man, but he had
got his title surreptitiously and by concealing the fact that
his elder brother had left an heir. The Government had
recognized him as Rajah simply and solely because he was
believed to be, and accepted as, the head of his family.
During Lis life he was probably too powerful and too much
feared for anyone to let out the facts, but after he was dead
there was no longer any restraint, and the intention of his
adopted son, Ram Chand, to claim the headship of the
family brought the rightful heir to the front. Kumar
Kissan Chand, the eldest son of Hanumanta, the eldest aon
of Bahadur Sinha, appeared on the scene. The story is
told in the following letter :
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To @&. Swinton, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Willian:.

SIR,

I have the honour to forward two arzees from Kumar Kishen
Chund—one to the address of the Right Honourable the Governor-
General, the other the Honourable the Vice-President, The object of the
Kumar is to obtain from Government the confirmation of the title of
Rajah Bahadur, which has been for several generations in the family of
which he considers himself the represontative. It will be seen by the
accompanying sketch that he is the son of the cldest son of Rajah
Bahadur Sinha, who died in 1811.

2, On the death of Rajah Bahadur Sinha, the right of his eldest
son, Hanumante Sinha, to succeed would-seom undoubted. He sur-
vived his father from nine to eleven months,  No application appears
to have been made by him to Government to obtain his investiture,
nor is it, I believe, usual to do so during the period of mourning ; but
on his death Mr. Brooke forwarded to Government a letter from
Baboo Oodwunt Sinha, the brother of Hanumanta Sinhs, reporting
the death of their father, Rajah Bahadur Sinha, and soliciting for him-
self the title, passing over without notice the claim, and even the
existence, of his infant nephew, the present applicant. Government
wag pleased, on August 14, 1812, to recognize Oodwunt Sinha’s right
to agsume the title, stating expressly, however, that his right was
recognized on the supposition that he was the eldest son of his father
and the representative of the family. I must conclude the Super-
intendent of Nizamut affairs was ignorant of the existence of a child
whose rights would appear incontestable, for on Octobor 81 he reported
to Government hig having conferred on Oodwunt Sinha the Khellat
of investiture, stuting distinetly that he was the representative of the
family,

8. Previous to his death, Rajah Oodwunt Sinha had determined to
adopt Ram Chand, the son of his youngest brother, deceased. It is
denied by the present applieant that the adoption was completed ; but
he urges that, if it were, Oodwunt Sinha could not transmit to an
adopted child a title the recognition of which he had himself obtained
only by a fraudulent conccalment.

I have, ete,,

MURSHIDABAD, T, I, A. Conng.

January 2, 1832.
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TRANSLATION OF AN ARZEE FROM KUMAR KISHEN
CHUND TO THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL.

Beceived Jamuary 4, 1832,

Rajah Devi Sinha, elder brother of my grandfather, Rajah Bahadur
Sinha, having come from the Uppor Provinees to reside in the city
of Moorshedabad, was invested by the British Government with an
honorary robe and the title of Ilajuh Babadoor. He was succeeded by
my grandiather, Rajah Bahadur Sinha, to whomn the favour and kind-
ness of the British Government was similarly extended. Rajah
Bahadur Sinha died leaving three sons, Hanimant Sinha, my father,
being the eldest, and Oodwunt Sinha and Jankuram Sinha, my uncles,
the second and third. My father dicd a few months after him, leaving
me a mere infant.

On account of his being at that time the senior, my uncle, Rajah
Oodwunt Sinha, received the robe und title of Rajah Bahadur, accord-
ing to the custom of the family, und o tho end of his life he was
honoured with the friendship and good wishes of the British authorities,
He is now dead, leaving me and iy three younger brothers his heirs.

According to the usage of the family, the headship of the house and
the control of all their domestic concerns, the hereditary zemindary,
cte., rest and remain in me, the representative and chief. T therefore
trust to Your Lordship’s kindness that, in conformity with the eustom
observed towards my ancestors, I muy be honoured by Your Lordship
with the robe and title, by which meins I shall be accredited and
exalted in the eyes of my peers and kinsfolk,

Kissan Chand was, of course, duly recognized, but the
CGrovernment, rendered a little cautious by the fact that it
had been imposed upon, took scveral precautions, and,
among other persons, wrote to Ram Chand to inquire
what he had to say abouat it. 1lis reply was as follows :

Your very kind letter, dated April 16 of the present year, men-
tioning that my eldest brother, Babu Kishen Chund, had prosented an
arzee to b submitted to the Right IToncurable the Governor-General,
stating thet he is the eldest son of Hannmant Sinha, and that Hanu-
mant Sinha was the eldest son of Rajah Bahadur Sinha, and that
Rajah Baladur was the brother of the late Rajah Devi Sinha Bahadur,
with the hope of obtaining the title of Rajah in consequence of his
being the vepresentative of tho family, and for me to state whether
this statenient was corroet, and to mention the grounds of objection,
should I aave any, has been duly reccived, and with the tenor of
which I heve been duly informed.
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To the application made by my eldest brothor [ have not the
slightest objection, nor is the statoment furnished by him in any
degree objectionable; however, as my late father, Oodwunt Singh
Bahadur, held a title, I think myself entitled to the same indulgence
from the British Government.

Although Ram Chand in this letter feigned to be satisfied,
he was really nothing of the kind, and resorted to all kinds
of low intrigues to get the better of his cousin and to
appropriate as much of the property that rightfully belonged
to the head of the family as he could possibly secure.
The opinion held in Nashipur itself was that Ram Chand
was an intriguing and most unprincipled man who would
gtop at nothing to secure his ends. His one idea was to
receive for himself the succession to the Raj, and with this
object in view he instituted several civil and even criminal
actions against his consin, Kumar Kissan Chand, both at
Murshidabad and Caleutta. The seal of the BState and
valuable jewellery belonging to the Raj were retained and
concealed by him.

He even resorted to fabricating false deeds, upon which
he based action in the Courts, and on some of thege
decrees favourable to himself were made. Not content with
these measures, he carried off and concealed for a long
time Kumar Udoy Chand, Kigsan Chand’s younger son,
but the climax of his conduct was to institute a criminal
action against his cousin in the Calcutts Iligh Court. In
the end, all his charges were rofuted and his schemes
collapsed. Under all the circumstances, Kissan Chand
hehaved with great generosity in agreeing to a compromise,
by which Ram Chand was assigned one pargannah for his
gupport in settlement of all his claims. The Government
ignored his application for permission to use the title of
Rajah.

The following is the official letter signed by Sir Charles
Metealfe, recognizing Kissan Chand as Rajah Bahadur :

Your arjee (application), containing many thanks and praises for
your having obtained the titles of Rajah and Bahadur, and praying
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for a sunnud and khelat concerning the same, and containing also
manifestations Jof loyalty to the Sovercign and other matters, has
reached me and laid beforc my eyesight, and the matters therein
contained made known. The thanks aund praises which have becn
expresse-l, having manifested abundant loyalty and well-wishes to the
Sovereign, it has given me greatest satisfaction.

Whercas your ancestors were specially connected and related with
this Raj Sircar, which is the abode of highest dignity, a set of Khelat
dress is sent for you through Major Cobbe. It is proper that you
should :onsider the same as your greatest benefit, that you shall
thereby adorn your body, whieh is filled with loyalty to the Sovereign,
and shell for ever be engaged in wishing well to this Liaj Sirear,
which is the abode of the highest dignity. And whereas it is not
necessaty for a separdte and new swnnnd for the title, this letter will
be abur dantly eficacions for the sunnud of this title. "What more

is to be written?
C. T. METCALFE.

December 8, 1832,

Rajuh Kissan Chand was so much occupied with the
litigat:on arising from his ¢ousin’s proceedings that he had
little time to attend to other matters. He was suddenly
carried off by cholers in the yeat 1850, leaving his immense
estate to his eldest son, Kirti Chand Sinha. At this time,
the Nashipur Raj was a vast territory administered directly
by its LRajahs and with all the makings of an independent
state in it. The jaghirs, zemindaries, and pargannahs
acquired by Devi Sinha and his brother, and added to by
Udwant Sinha, passed practically without diminution into
the possession of Kirti Chand Sinha.

At the time of his father’s death Kirti Chand was a
minor, and it was only on November 16, 1852, on reaching
hig eighteenth birthday, that he was recognized formally
a8 Rajah Bahadur at a special Durbar held for the purpose
by the Governor-Generals agont at Murshidabad. But
Kirti Chand was given to pleasure, and, departing from the
traditions of his family, neglected his business and allowed
hims:lf to be swayed by cvil counsellors who thought only
of thair own interests. In a foolish moment he eonsented
to the sub-letting on permanent leases of his numerous
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zemindaries in Murshidabad, Birbhum, Rajshahi, Malda,
Pubna, and Bogra. This step was taken in what is known
in Bengal as the Patni fashion, under the provisions of
Regulation VIII. of 1819, bat unfortunately for the
Nashipur Raj the rents were fixed at a far lower sum than
they ought to have been. Neither was any adequate
preminm paid at the time of taking the leases. Among
the tenants of Nashipur were the Nawab Nazim of Bengal,
Behar, and Orissa, and several of the most distingnighed
zemindars of Bengal, and their present representatives still
pay their rents for these leascd lands into the Nashipur
treasury.

Having been the first of his house to diminish its
importanee, Rajah Kirti Chand died in 1864, at the early
age of thirty. After his death, and during the minority of
Ranajit Sinha, the management of the family estates and
affairs was taken over to their great advantage by the
Court of Wards,



CHAPTER VI
DESCRIPTION OF THE NASHIPUR RAJ

In order fo exactly appreciate the position of Nashipur, it
is necessary to begin by saying something about Murshid-
abad, the distriet in which it is placed. Murshidabad, the
former capital of Bengal, wusg, at the time that Devi Sinha
establishod himself in that provines, one of the finest and
most prosperous cities in India. « 1ts bankers of the famous
Seth family were the financial magnates of the Ilast. Ifs
streets were lined with palaces, and all the Lnglishmen
who visitad it in the eighteenth century descanted on ita
splendou:. In 1759 Clive degeribed it as being as extensive,
populous and rich as London, with individuals possessing
infinitely greater property -than those in the English
metropol.s. It 18 sitvated on the Bhagirathi, one of the
seven channels of the Ganges, and & rivev sacred among
the Hindus. The following is the legendary story of the
river :

“Raja Sagar of Ajodhya, who lived in pre-historic days,
desirous of performing the great sacrilice of the horse, had
entrusted a beautiful animal with his son Asamanja, which,
however, was stolen by Indra. Sagav ordered his 60,000
gons to search and find out the horse. In their errands
thay entared subterraneous regions where the fire of the
wrath of Basendeva, disguised as Kapila, reduced them to
ashes. ['or thelr salvation Soparna, a maternal relative
of the family, suggested oblations with the water of the

108
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Ganges, which was then in Heaven. Bhagirath, the great-
great-grandson of Sagar, alfter one thousand and one years
of austere supplication, succeeded in propitiating Brahma
and bringing down the Ganges, which flowed in seven
streams, one of which followed the car of Bhagirath, who,
bent upon effecting the salvation of his great-grand-uncles,
proceeded sounding his gong-shell to the regions under-
neath where they had perished. This stream thence
became known as the Bhagirathi, possessing great sanctity,
and credited for centuries without number as the great
purifier of sins and the saviour of the fallen.

‘ Apart from this prehistoric origin, the Bhagirathi is
said to represent the old channel of the Ganges, which
latterly took an easterly course and formed what is now
known as the Pudma, a change which cut off the prineipal
cities in Lower Bengal, reducing the river, which wags the
great trade route through which the ftreasures of the
country found their way to Luropean marts, to a petty
stream barred here and there by sand-banks. In fact, the
whole course of the River Ganges and the Bhagirathi from
the Himalayan Mountaing to the sea (Gangasagar) is
regarded by the Hindus ag the sacred river Ganga. Most
of the principal towns in Northern India are situated on its
banks, such as Hardwar, Allahabad, Mirzapur, Benares,
Patna, Monghyr, Bhagulpur, Murshidabad, Berhampur,
Cutwa, Culna, Santipur, Hugli, and Calcutta. It is said
that Surajud-Dowla, apprehensive that the English wonld
in their ships-of-war pass up and down the river, caused
immense piles to be driven into its bed, which facilitated
the silting up of the river.”

Murshidabad is consequently situated in the centre of
holy territory in the eyes of the Hindus, but it owes its
origin to the Mahomedans, for there seems no doubt that
it was founded in the reign of Akbar. We have seen how
Tarawan, the earliest known ancestor of the Maharajah of
Nashipur, wag drawn from Bejapur to Umballa by the
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attraciion of its holiness as a place of pilgrimage, and
when Devi Sinha quitted Delhi for the Gangetic Delta, it
was probably religious fervour that made him select the
banks of the Bhagirathi as the site of his new home.

Nasghipur is situated on the left bank of the Baghirathi,
about & mile north of the city. The Raj covers an area of
about £40,000 acres, and is computed to produce a revenue
of about £100,000 a year. It is one of the most fertile
tracts of Bengal, and the Raj has been admirably managed
for a period of 150 years.

The Rajbari, or residence of the Maharajah, is a palatial
buailding, and it 18 recorded that when Lord Curzon visited
it he declared that ‘it was a splondid mansion, better
than ours.”

The following description is taken from the “ Musnud of
Murshidabad”: “The Raj premises occupy a large avea,
and coniprise the Thacoorbati, in the principal temple of
which it located the family deity, Sri Sri Ram Chandra
Deb Thacoor. In the inner quadrangle of the Thacoorbati
a niche or room is allotted to each one of the countless
images that receive their daily worship. The Sheba is
well maraged by the present Shebait, Maharaja Ranajit
Sinha, who performs the several annual festivities in con-
nection with the Sheba, especially the Jhoolun, with great
splendour. Vast zemindavies have been dedicated for the
worship of the Thacoors. 'The fact of this endowment was
communicated to the Governor-General by a letter received
in Caleutia on December 6, 1819, and his consent was
conveyed shrough the agent at Murshidabad.

“The raain building of the Rajbati, which is a two-
aforeyed 1ouse with a grand flight of stairs, has an
imposing fa¢ade. The large and spacious drawing-room
is well furrished and upholstored. Two valuable paintings,
the portra.te of Rajah Keertichand Babadar and Kumar
Udoy Chandra, adorn the walls. The Vieeroy, Lord Curzon,
who paid 1 visib to the Rajbati, is reported to have said,
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*I do not agree with you when you say yours is a humble
house; it is better than ours. It is a princely abode.’

““The principal palace was constructed by Rajah Kurti-
chand Bahadur. The founder of the family—namely,
Debi Singh of history—settled at Bokhara, where his
Thacoorbati still exists. Rajah Bahadur Singh removed
and settled at Gaisabad, and thence removed to Nashipore.
The Raj residence is situated by the side of the Grand
Trunk road leading from Calcutta fo the United Provinces.

“The upper flat of the western block containsg the drawing-
room, Durbar Hall, dining-room, dressing-rooms, the
Maharajah’s office, his study, etc. The lower flat contains
the Raj public office, the offices of the Dewan and Naib
Dewan, the Treasury, the Library, the Record department,
and other offices. The northern and eastern blocks are
reserved for the ladies.”

Nashipur is very easily accessible, for it has a railway
station of its own on the Murshidabad braneh-line of the
Bastern Bengal State Railway, and all frains up and down
stop there. There is another station at Azimganj, only
two miles distant. This is on a branch line of the East
Indian Railway. Azimganj is on the western side of the
Bhagirathi, but boats nre always available for the passage,
and carriages in waiting at the landing-stage. There is
also communication by water, as during the wet season,
from July to October, the Caleutta Steam Navigation
Company run a steamer on the Bhagirathi from Azimgan)
to Berhampur. Metalled roads have been laid down by
the Maharajah’s care to the steamer ghit and also to the
railway stations. It is scarcely necessary to add that there
is & post-office at Nashipur, which does a large postal and
telegraphic business.

It is not surprising, considering its position in the
northern part of the Gangetic delta, to find that Nashipur
is both exceedingly hot and exceedingly damp. During a
few months of the winter the climate is more endurable,
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but it is always more or less trying. On the other hand,
the great heat acting on the humid soil explains the
extraordinary productiveness of the c¢rops. The most
prevalent and fatal of all the diseases from which the
people suffer is malaria. The population of the Raj is
about 150,000 gouls.

I am indebted to Dewan Surada Prosad Mukherji for the
following very full particulars of the natural productions of
Naghipur, the oceupations of its people, their caste divi-
gions, and the scale of payment for the different trades and
industries :

Rice is the staple crop within the Raj. This crop is
principally of two kinds—aus and anwn.

The aus, which is also called bhudni, is the coarser kind
of rice, consumed by the low-eluss people. It is sown in
April, and reaped in Saptember.

The aman is the finer quality of rice, consumed by the
well-to-do classes. It is sown in August, and reaped in
December.

Khai, muri, and chire ave ditferant preparations of rice,
generally 1sed by the people at large for purposes of light
refreshments. These become vory palatable when mixed
with ghee (clarified butter), sweets, and spices.

Other principal crops are wheat (yam) and barley (tab).
These are sown in October, and harvested in April.

Various sorts of pulses (dal) are cultivated, such as:
(1) Mug, of which there are threo varieties—(a) sona mug,
(b) ghora may, () krishna mug ; sown i September, and
reaped in December. (2) Kalai, of two varieties—kali
kalai and mosh kalai ; sown in September, and reaped in
December. (3) Arher, which includes tungur; sown in
April, anl reaped in March. (4) Fac (yrune), B) matar,
(6) musuri, (7) khesari; these are sown in QOctober, and
reaped in February.

Some very coarse grains, such as kodo, syame, bhuta, and
jai (oats), are also cultivated.
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There are three different sorts of oil seeds : (1) mustard
(sarisa), sown in October, and reaped in January; (2) lin-
geed (mosina), sown in October, and reaped in February ;
(8) scsaman (til), sown in October, and reaped in
December.

Two varieties of fibres are grown: (1) Jute (pat or
koshta); (2) flax (son). These are sown -in April, and
reaped in September.

The mulberry (futpat) cultivation is carried on on an
extensive scale, It is a perennial plant, and very profit-
able.

The sugar-cane (ikshu or-awk) is sown in March, and
gathered in January.

The indigo cultivation was at one time very considerable,
but has been almost civen up sinee the introduction of the
artificial dye.

The betel-leaf (pan) is also a perennial plant, and most
profitable.

The tobacco is sown in December, and reaped in Mareh.

The potato is sown in September, and reaped in March.

The onion is sown in Qctober, and reaped in April.

Fruirs.

—

. Mangoe (amra), plucked in May and June.

Jack (kanthal), plucked in June and July.

. Cocoanut (narikal), plucked in September and October.
. Plantain (rambha or kala), perennial.

. Bel or sriphal, plucked in February and March.

. Apple (ata), plucked in October,

. Papeya, perennial.

. Goava (peara), plucked in December.

. Plum (kul), plucked in January.

o

W W =3I LW

Table showing the quantity produced, or out-turn of
crop, in a bigha of land (the ordinary bigha in Bengal
containg 1,600 square yards):
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1. Rice {(aus) - - 8maunds | 10. Khesaree - - 5 maunds

»  (aman) -1, 11. Mustard (sarisa) 38
2, Wheat (gam) - 5 12. Linsecd (mosina) 2
3 Barley (ja)) -4 18, Sesaman (#l) - 2
4. Mug (sona) 2 14. Oats (joi) - - 4,

» (ghora or 15. Jute (pat) - -4

krishna) -3 16. Tlax (son) - -2,
5. Kalaz - -5, 17. Potatoes - -1,
6. Arhar - -5, 18. Tobacco - 2
7. Gram (bt) - -6, 19. Sugarcane - -10
8. Peas (matxr) - 5 20. Onion - - 20
9. Musurt - 3

(A bazaar maund =723 ibs.)

Table showing the price of foodstuifs :

Good rice (atab) - - L - _TRupees 6 per maund
" (usn“) - % 2 < 2] b ”
Commaon rice - ! 3 : . A8 "
Wheat - - & = 2 " 3.4 .
Barley - - : - . . 2 "
Mug (sina) - 5 ¢ 5 . 6.4 "
y (ghora or krishna) - - ,» 44 "
Kalal (kald) .

w (mash)f i 1 X no 312,
Arhar - - - - - , 210,
Gram - - - - - . 2.4 "
Peas (ratar) - - - - . 24 "
Musurse - - - - - 5, 28 ’
Khesaree - - s - - . L1000

VEGHTABLES.

1. Bagan, sown in July, and gathered from October.
9. Patal, sown in September, and gathered from March.
8. Alu, three varieties :
Golalu, sown in October, and reaped in February.
Sankerkund, sown in September, and reaped in
April.
Sarkalu, sown in July, and reaped in January.
4. Mala (radishes), sown in October, and reaped in

December.
5. Jhings, sown in April, and reaped in July.
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6. Karla, sown in May, and reaped in October.

7. Rampatal, sown in July, and reaped in September.

8. Kachu (makli), sown in May, and reaped in Sep-
tember.

9. Kumra (surya), sown in June, and reaped in Sep-
tember,

10. Lasa, sown in June, and reaped in September.

11. Khero, sown in February, and reaped in April,

INDUSTRIES.

1. There are many silk filatures (barals) within the Raj,
and a great number of people are employed there. These
filatures are found in places where the mulberry plant
thrives well. The mulberry plantation is very profitable,
and cocoons are reared in many placcs where these plants
are easily available,

The winding of silk is the prineipal manufacture within
the Raj. The weaving of silk clothg—fora or gared, matka,
and tussar of various sorts und designs—algo forms another
branch of the industry of considerable importance. DBuot
this silk industry is not now in a flourishing state.

2. The indigo industry has now ¢onsiderably fallen off, and
many factories within the Raj bave been closed.  All that
tract of land lying by the side of the Ganges, the Padma,
and the Bhagirathi, called chur or diarah, was at one time
utilized solely for the cultivation of indigo ; but since the
introduction of the artificial dye this industry has almost
been given up, and the distingnished firms of Messrs.
Jardine, Skinner, and Co., and Messrs. Robert Watson and
Co., big leaseholders under the Raj, paying an annual rental
of about 50,000 rupees, have withdrawn from it. Their
successors have sinee registered their names, and are carry-
ing on zemindary and other business under the name and
gtyle of the Mednipur Zemindary Company, Ltd.

3. The greater portion of the Azimganj Branch Line
of the Fast Indian Railway passes over land comprised in
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the Raj. The East Indian Railway Loop Line also runs
through a vortion of the Raj territories, measuring about
forty miles in length.

The newly-constructed Murshidabad Branch Line of the
Fastern Bengal State Railway also passes through a portion
cf this estate.

4. Several machines are at work within the Raj intended
for breakirng stones for the supply of ballast, ete., to rail-
way companies and municipal corporations, the proprietors
whereof ars Indian gentlemen.

CasTrs.
The higher castes in order of precedence :
L Bralain (spivibual guide and preceptor).
2. Kshetriya (warrior easte).
3. Vaisye (trading caste).

After them come—

4. Vaidya (physicians).
5. Kayasta (writer caste).

The Intermediate Custes.

6. Napit (barber).
7. Kamar (blacksmith).
8. Kumar or Numnbhakar (potter).
9. Goula (keepers of cows).
10. Sadgop (cultivating class).
11. Vaisnav (mendicants),
12. Teli (trader).
18. T'amli (pan-geller).
1. Gundhabaricl (shopkeeper).
15. Barnt (pan-seller).
16. Modak, Moira, or IHalowa: (sweotmeat sellars).
17. Aguri or Ugrakshetri (cultivator).
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The Inferior Castes.

17. Kansaris (braziers).

18. Shankaris (dealera in Saulko).

19, Kaibarta (there are two clagses—one class cultivate
land, the other sell figh),

20. Chasadhopa (cultivator).

21. Tanti (weavers).

22. Sarnakar (goldsmiths),

28. Subarnabanick (merchants).

24, Jugee (weavers),

25. Chhawtar (carpenters).

26. Suri (spirit sellers).

97. Kalu (oil seller).

28. Dhoba (washerman).

29. Chunari (lime burners).

30. Dulya }

31. Kalar

32. Behara

88. Bagdee

84. Pura or Pundarikakshya (veavers of cocoons, traders,
and labourers).

35. Chain (cultivators).

86. Jalia, malo (fishermen).

37. Rajbunshe (cultivators).

J> (palanquan bearers and labourers).

Low Castes.

88. Bhuimelee (cultivators),

30, Teor (cultivators and fishermen).

40. Mal (labourers).

41. Buna (labourers).

42. Lat (domestic servants and labourers).

43. Dosadh (labourers).

44. Dom (street sweepers and carriers of dead bodies).
45. Bedeya (jugglers).

46. Chamar (shoemakers).
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47.  Tuchee (shoemakers).
48. s1ari (swineherds and sweepers).
49. Meltor (sweepers).

The popilation is composed of Hiadus, Mahomedans,
and Santhals.

Except the landholding clagg, the merchant traders, and
profe ssiona. men, the bulk of the people are engaged in
agricultural pursuits and daily labour ; some are in Govern-
ment employ and private sarvice.

Pable showing v age daily wages of labourers (the
anna =u peany, and there are sixtesn annas to the rupee) :

1. Goldswiths (sarnokar) - - 10 annas to 1 rupee.
2, Blicksmiths (karinokar) - 8 to 12 annas,

8. Cacpenters (chhutar) - -8 to 12 annas.

4, Mosons (rajnustrus) - - 8 to 10 annas.

5. Panters (chitrakar) - - #to 12 annas.

6. Chapperbund (gharamee) - 7 annas,

7. Bil< spinners - - - 4 to 8 annas.

8. Melees - - - - - 5 to 8 annas.

9. Day labourors - - - 5to 7 annas.
10. Palkee bearers - - - 8 annas.



CHAPTER VII
RANAJIT SINHA

Banasir Sinma, the present Maharajah, was born on
June 9, 1865. As already stated, his estates were placed
during his minority under proper management, and he
wag himself made a ward of the Court. When he reached
s suitable age he was sent to the Berhampur College,
which is close to Murshidabad and Nashipur. Here he
made good progress at his lessons and was especially
distinguished in mathematics. He gained the approbation
of his masters more parficularly by his diligence and
regularity in attendance; and they predicted for him an
honourable and successful career when he should succeed
to his inheritance. Nor hag the prediction been falsified
by the result.

When he approached his eighteenth birthday (the eoming-
of-age date in India), he married, on May 4, 1883, Kamal
Kumari, the eldest daughter of Babu Giridhari Lall, of
Caleutta, and the marriage hag proved singularly happy.
It has been blessed with a large family, of whom there will
be more to be said hereafter. In 1886, on reaching the
age of twenty-one, Ranajit Sinha was entrusted with the
management of his estates, and at once devoted himself to
the task with strenuous energy. He drew up his own
“rules for the management of the Nasghipur Raj Hstate,”
and these are so simple and excellent that they have been

taken as a model by many others of the great Iandowners
114
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of Bengal. Under thes. rules the officers of the Raj enjoy
ragular privileges, such as leave, pension, sick allowances,
and promotion, which were things unknown and undreamt
of in the days of Devi Sinha. The young nobleman not
only drew up a code of regulations, but he has taken good
care ever since that they shall be faithfully observed and
carried out.

The first few years of Maharajah Ranajit Sinha’s rule
were somewhat clouded by a lawsuit with his aunt, who
claimed more than her share out of the estate. The
Maharajah took personal charge of the case, instructing
the lawyers and drafting their, briefs himself, and in the
ond he won the day. DBy the system of administration he
has adopted, it 1s hoped that all possibility of fruitless and
2xpensive lifigation in the fature hasg been avoided.

Immediately after taking over personal control of his
Raj, the Maharajah began what may be called his public
career. In 1887 he was appointed an honorary magistrate
of the Lalbag Independent Beneh, and in the following
year he was elected Chairman of the Murshidabad Muniei-
pality. Twuring his term of offiece he introduced many
sanitary and other reforms, which enrned him the grati-
tude of the whole community.

His popularity was immensely enhanced by his conduct
during the celebrated floods of 1888, when the Bhagirathi
overflowed its banks and carried destruction far and wide
in the Murshidabad distriet. He ‘ook an active part, not
merely in saving many people froi drowning, but also in
providing for a large nuinber of starving families, whose
means of sustenance had been destroyed. His conduct on
thig cccasion was highly appreciated by Sir Stuart Bayley,
then Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. [t was shortly afler
these inc.dents that the young Prince was recognized by the
Government as liajah, and the late Sir Charles lilliott
went to Murshidabad in person o preside over the durbar
of investiture and recognition. The ceremony took place
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on March 4, 1892, and the following i1s an extract from the
Governor’s speech on the ocension :

It is a very great pleasure to me to convey to you the sanad of the
title of Rajah which the Viceroy has been pleased to confer upon you.
The title is one which had been honowrably borne by your family for
many generations, and it is now eommitted to you to hold untarnished.
One of your ancestors, Rajah Devi Sinha, rendered wvery valuable
services to Clive al Plassey, and the continwed favour in which yowr
Jamily has been held, and the honour which is to-day entrusted to
you is a proof that the Government of India is never slow to recognize
and never forgets services rendered to it by the ruling houses in this
country. You have lately attained your majority and sueceeded to
your property. I trust you will manage your estate in a manner
worthy of your ancestry, and that your career may compare favour-
ably with that of other zemindars in the provinee ; and that it will be
go distinguished that further honours will be conferred upon you, not
on account of the good work of those who have gone before you, but
as o reward of your own werit and exertions.

It will be noticed that the title conferred on thig oceasion
was that of Rajah alone, but it was goon supplemented by
the coveted addition of Bahadur, to which Ranajit Sinha
had a prescriptive family right.  This second presentation
was made in January, 1897, by Sir Charles Stevens, who
spoke as follows :

Rajah, you are a scion of a very ancient and respectable family and
the propristor of extensive zemindaries, and you have conducted your-
self in a manner worthy of your origin and of your vank and responsi-
bilities, You have the reputation of being a good and liberal landlord
to your own ryots, but your desire to do good service to the public
has led you to enter a more oxtended sphere of usefulness. As a
municipal commissioner and an honorary magistrate, you have ren-
dered great assistance to the local authorities, It has been deemed
just and proper that you should be raised to the dignity which your
father enjoyed. You have therefore been crented a Rajah Bahadur,
and it gives me great satisfaction to hand you the sanad and the
kbillat which mark your elevation to that rank.

His first notable public act was in the year 1887, when
he celebrated the Jubilee of the Queen-Empress Vietoria
the Good, by the construction of a splendid public hall, in
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the heart of the city of Murshidabad, which is still known
a8 © Kunmar Ranajit Sinha’s Jubilee IIall.” At the time
he had not received his title of Rajah, and was con-
gsequently only a Kumar, or an expectant. This hall is
an ornaraent to the city, and contains, in addition to the
main saloon, many minor rooms, which are used as reading
rooms and for committee meetings. The hall is used for
all public meetings, and also for entertainments and
festivities.

Allugicn has been made to the fact that in 1888 he was
olected to the office of Chairman of the Murshidabad
Municipality. He was ro-elected in 1889, and again for
the last time in 1908, and held the post altogether for a
period of ten years. During this term, he devoted a great
part of his attention to the improvement of the sanitary
conditior of the city. His main objects were the supply of
pure drinking-water and the provision of free dispensaries
and medical aid for the poor. These steps were taken
prior to the reform movement in these matters, which has
since become so general in India,

One of the most notable works in this direction hag been
the estaolishment of a dispensary in his own town of
Nashipur. This is called and known as  The Nashipur Raj
Dispensary.” Medical aid and advice, as well as the best
medicines from England, arve given here free during the
morning and evening hours to all who present themselves.
It is placed in charge of & qualified resident medical officer,
who is & graduate of the Caleutta Medical College, and he
has the assistance of a qualified compounder and dresser.
The dispensary is periodically inspected by the Civil
surgoon of the district, and the annual returns of its work
show that it is doing an immense amount of good to the
people ¢f Nashipur and the surrounding places, for its
benefits are not restricted to the Maharajah’s own de-
pendents. and ryots.

In addition to his mumicipal work the Maharajah took



118 THE NASHIPUR RAJ

great inferest in his judicial duties. We referred to his
being appointed an Honorary Magistrate of the Lalbag
Independent Bench soon after attaining his majority. In
1894 he was vested with the powers of a magistrate of the
second class, and empowered to sit and try cases alone. In
this capacity he displayed so much zeal and ability that
the Government, in appreciation of his service, vested him
with the powers of a magistrate of the first class on
March 1, 1897, and with powers to take cognizance of
offences on complaint and police reports. It was during
this time that he was placed in entire charge of the
Lalbag Bench, and virtually discharged the duties of a
sub-divisional officer after the abolition of the Lalbag
Division.

It was due to the excellence of his judicial work, and
also to the reputation he gained for thoroughness and
punctuality in the discharge of his public duties that the
Government of India appointed him a member of the
Bengal Legislative Council in 1899. We shall deal with
his public work in connection with the legislature of the
country in the following chapter ; but, before passing on to
fresh matters, it may be mentioned that he has discharged
other public duties than those we have referred to. He
was for several years Vice-President of the “ British Indian
Association,” the most ancient land-holders’ association in
India, and also President of the Murshidabad Association.

The Maharajah is fully alive to the need for, and the
benefits of, modern education. He has founded schools in
Nasghipur for both girls and boys, to which those born on
his country estate have also free access. A competent
stall of teachers with suitable qualifications in schools and
colleges bag been appointed. Instruction is given in the
Bengal vernacular, but in the upper schools it is combined
with English. The Maharajah has founded many scholar-
ships, generally in connection with the official visits paid
on the occasion of his investiture with higher rank and
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honours. One of these was in honour of Sir Edward
Norman Baker, the last Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal,
and was tonable for two years by the student standing first
at the intormediate Arts examination of the Caleutta Uni-
versity. Another benefaction of this character was the
annual presentation of a gold medal in honour of the late
Sir Alexander Mackenzie, at one time Lientenant-Governor
of Bengal, to be awarded to the student standing first in
mathomasics in the Matriculation examination at the same
University.

Perhaps the most remarkable feature in the Maharajah's
character 1s that, despite the enervating nature of the
Bengal climate, he is, and has always been, most assiduous
in his attention to business.  He attends his office regularly
from eleven to five; and during the cold weather he makes
a tour through the mofussil, visiting all hig estates in turn,
and goiny closely into dotails of management, and discuss-
ing modern improvements with his tenants. It is therefore
gaid of him that he can at any moment enfer into the
details >f his zemindary works with a precision and
knowled 16 of detail that excite admiration.

Congidering his good work, and the example he sets to
the other great landowners of Bengal, it is not remarkable
that the Government decided to increase his honour. Tf
remembered that his ancestor, Rajah Devi Sinha, had
borne the title of Maharajah, and it decided to revive the
style in favour of Ranajit Sinha. 8ir Edward Norman
Baler was entrugted with the pleasant mission of making
the investiture, including the bestowal of a suitable khillat,
or dress of honour. On this occasion (January 1, 1910) he
deliversd the following address:

It is always o matter of ‘gratification to me to be the instruments for
conveying marks of public recognition to those who have deserved
well of the State. That plensure is much enhanecd when the recipient
of the Fonour is an old and valued friend of my own. In your case

our friendship dates buck to the year 1898, when we both were serving
on the Bengal Council, and when I first learnt to appreciate in
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yow those qualities of rectitude, sincerity, straightforwardness, and
moderation which have given you so high a place in my regard.

The family of which you are the head is both old and distinguished,
and one member of it enjoyed the title of Maharajah aslong ago as the
year 1800—mors than a century ago. Twice already you yourself
have roceived marks of the favour of Government-—in 1892 and again
in 1897—and it gives me peculiar pleasure now to hand you the sanad
of the still higher title of Maharajah, together with the khillat which
accompenies it.

This honourable distinetion you have worthily earned, not merely
by service in a variety of public offices, as chairman of the Murshidabad
munieipality, as an honorary magistrate, as member of the Legislative
Couneil, and the like, but still more by the loyal and devoted spirit
which you have invariably displayed in times of diffieulty and tempta-
tion, and by the influence which you have uniformly exerted to
counteract the evil forces of sedition, and to further the cause of law,
order, and good government. 1 am hopeful that this influence will be
further strengthened by the honourable preferment which you have
now roceived, and which I earnestly hope you will live long to enjoy.

The conference of this higher honour was made the
occagion of great popular rejoicing. On the return of
His Highness from Caleatta on March 6, 1910, he received

a great public ovation which may be summarized from the
paper of the day:

.+ . The Maharajah of Nashipur and family arrived here yesterday
morning. A hearty and enthusiastic reccption was accorded to him.
The town of Nashipur was decorated with trinmphal arches, flags,
{festoons, and evergreens, and presented a grand and unique spectaele.
Universal joy prevailed in the town. In the afternoon, the ladies
presented an address of congratulation in a beautiful silver casket to
the Maharani., The Maharajah received two addresses, one from
Nashipur and another from Tohaganj. In joint reply, he thanked the
gentlemen for their congratulations and for the grand reception
accorded to him. He expressed gratification that his public services
were appreciated by his countrymen. He regretted that his water-
works scheme could not be earried out, He expressed his heartfelt
gratitude to His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor for conferring on
him this new distinetion.

In conclusion, he addressed the assembly in Bengaless at some
length on the present situation, and explained in clear and emphatic
tones the manifold advantages of British rule and the mischief coused
to the country by anarchical and seditious movements. He asked the
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peoply to heartily co-operate with the Government in preventing and
detecting crimes. He exhorted schoolboys not to mix in politics, and
explained to their tutors and guardians their heavy responsibility in
keeping their pupils and wards aloof from all political agitations. In
his opinion, nothing should be done to ereate or encourage racial
feelinz between the rulers and the ruled. The Europeans and Indians
are all subjects of the same mighty sovereign, Amity and goodwill
should prevail amongst them.

Three weeks later the formal reception of the Maharajah
by the residents of the Murshidabad district was held in
the city, and the account of it given by the chief Bengal
newspaper is full of interesting details. The meeting was
noteworthy for the unanimity displayed by its English,
Hindu, and Mahomedan supporters:

MURSHIDABAD,
March, 29.

A grand and most cnthusiastic reception was given to the
Maharajah of Nashipur by the residents of the distriet at a splendid
pavilion, specially constructed for the purpose, in Murshidabad city, on
Monday, March 28, at 6 p.m. The gathering was of a thoroughly
reprcgentative character. The Honourable the Maharajah of Kasim-
bazar, and Nawab Nasirul Mamalek Sajatoli Beg expressed regret
at their inability to be pregent. The Maharajah, escorted by a body
of mounted volunteers, reached the pavilion precisely in time, and was
received at the gate by the Ionourable Babu Baikuntha Nath Sen,
President of the Reception Clommittes, and other leading members.
The carriage was unhorsed on the way by a body of volunteers, who
drew it up to the pandel when people on both sides of the road greeted
him with garlands and flowers,

The proceedings cormmenced with a song specially composed for
the ocension. The Honourable I'resident, in an excellent speech,
exprassed in glowing terms the various public services of the Maha~
rajah a5 o membor of the Bengal Legislative Couneil, Chairman of the
Murshidabad Municipality, first-class IIonorary Magistrate, member
of the District Board, and President of the Murshidabad Association.
He ulso noticed the great ability shown by the Maharajah in managing
his vast estates, and the deep vencration with which he follows the
dictutes of his religion. Tlo then described the manifold qualities of
head and heart which have made the Maharajah so popular, Every
right cause, he said, finds in the Maharajah an ardent supporter, and
his purse is always open to such cause, As spokesman of the public
and as o friend and well-wisher of the Maharajah, he asked him to
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accept the congratulatory address which the public were going to
present, and concluded by praying for a long lease of prosperous life
to the Maharajah, and wishing his suecessors to follow the footsteps
of their llustrious father.

The Pandits then chanted benedictory verses, after which Babu
13adhinatha Sen, son of the late Dr, Ram Das Sen, and a vakil of the
High Court, read and presented the address to the Maharajah. Maulvi
Ameer Hossein read the Urdu address. The school girls and boys
recited congratulatory verses,

The Maharajah then, in an eloquent speech, thanked the members
of the Committee and othor gentlemen of the district for the great
and unique honour shown to him that evening. He was very grateful
to the Government, and specially to Sir FEdward Baker, for the new
dignity conferred on him, and said that his family yielded to none in
tho past and would yield to none in the future in its loyalty to the
throne and the Government. Ile observed that during his term of
Chairmanship he tried his best to improve tho sanitation of the town
with the limited resources at the dispesal of the Municipality. He
noticed with regret that the scheme for the supply of pure drinking water
which he nearly brought to completion when his period of office expired
is going to be abandoned, but he hoped that his successor would not
abgolutely give it up, but try to complete it for fresing the town from
the epidemics of malaria, cholera, and small-pox. e specially
thanked his young friends who attended as voluntoers, and willingly
observed that, though it is generally believed that title-holders are
not liked at all by the rising generation, his case is proved to be an
exception. He thought that Le did not deserve so much praise for
what he had done as a member of the Legislative Council or as an
Honorary Magistrate. Whatever he had done he did from a pure
sense of duty and from no other consideration, and this, said he, is and
would always be the guiding principle of his life.

Babu Janoki Nath Pande then proposed a vote of thanks to the
chair, in the course of which ho dwelt upon the school career of the
Mahurajah, of whom he had the honour of being a toacher.

The Maharajah and the gentlemen present were then garlanded
by the President and the wembers. The festivities terminated at
about 2 a.m. Never before hus Murshidabad witnessed such a grand
and hearty reception given to a nobleman by the public at their own
cost, Even Europeans came forward with their quota of subserip-
tions and vied with the native gentlemen in showing honour to the
Maharajah.



CHAPTER VIII
RANAJIT SINHA'S PUBLIC WORK.

TrE public work of Maharajah Ranajit Sinha may be divided
into three classes. His participation in the deliberations of
the Bengal ILegislative Council may be called one; his
attention to local needs and questions another; and his
utterances on the seditious movements in India the third.
Let us take them in their order.

The great question hefore the Bengal Legislative Council
in the year during which the Maharajah held a seat as a
member appointed by the Govermment was the Calcutta
Municipal Bill. Some people scemed to think that an
“appointed member ' was bound to obey the behests of
the Government, but the Maharajah—or, rather, the
Rajah, ns he was at the time—displayed the greatest inde-
pendence, and thereby enrned the respect of the representa-
tives of the Supreme Government. If it is permissible to
interpolate a word of general comment, it would be to the
effect that the Government of India not merely leavos
“appointed members” a free hand, but does not resent
eriticisra and opposition to its measures by such persons if
it is made abundantly clear that they are ingpired by con-
scientiocus motives and a sense of duty. What might be
resented would be petty and carping criticism, and wilful
obstruesion.

The Rajah Ranajit Sinha’s conduet was never marked
by thess traits. When he spoke it was clear that he did so

because he felt the need of speaking, and very often he
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supported the amendments of the official promoters of the
Bill, or introduced other amendments which they supported.
Although he figured among the opponents of the measure,
he accomplished the difficult task of gaining public
popularity, and at the same time not alienating the good-
will and respectful regard of his official colleagues. With-
out enlarging too much on this subject, which has now
passed to a great extent into the limbo of the forgotten, it
will suffice to say that the Rajah made two set speeches on
the Bill, which may be left to speak for themselves.

The first of these was delivered on August7, 1899, and is
reported as follows in the official record of the Bengal
Legislative Counecil :

We aro grateful to the Governuient of India for the very kind and
sympathetic way in which they have perused various criticisms on the
pill, and for the kind assurance they havo given that there would be
no contravention of tho broad prineiples of loeal solf-governinent
already conceded. The Government is disposed to grant us a con-
cession in the constitution of the General Committee on the model of
u standing Committee of Bombay; but, sir, we could not weleome
1his concession as the nwmuber of clected Commissioners in the
Corporation is reduced to half, and the Corporation itself is not
allowed a frec hand in the election of two-thirds of the members of its
(teneral Committee like that of Bombay. T think the Govornment is
inclined to reduce the numecrical strength of the Corporation in the
beliof that the existing Corporation has devoted itself to speech and to
oriticism rather than to action. As I have no personal experience as
to the working of the Caleutta municipality 1 must refrain from
making any observation on the point; but the resolutions on the
Administrative Reports of the Calcutta Corporation of previous years
regarded by your Honour's predecessors in office show that there has
heen marked and gradual improvement in the administration of the
Caleutta Corporation, and that its Commissioners all along have done
excellent work. . . .

The present mumber of Commissioners was fixed after a mature
and deliberate consideration, and I do not think that there has been
any specinl necessity to make such a radieal change now in that
respect. If the Govormment of India have come to the final deter-
mination to.reduce the numerical strength of the Corporation, I beg to
submit that the reduction should not fall on the shoulders of the
clected Commissioners only, as in such a ease it will strike at the very
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root of loca. self-government, the fundamental principles of which will
be violated. If, following the Bowbay systen, the Government is
inclined to reduce the number of clected Comruissioners, I beg respect-
tully to point out that the system proposed to be introduced here materi-
ally differs from that adopted in Bombay. The Bombay Corporation
clects its own President, and the Standing Committee its own Chair-
man; but here the oflicial Chairman acts as President of both
the Corporation and General Committee; and again in Bombay,
though on'y half the number of Commissioners is elected at ward
elections, cut of the other half sixtcen are elected by Justices, two by
Tellows, and only two by the Chamber of Comnmorce. But here there
is no eleetion by Justices or Fellows, and no seat is allowed even to
native wmerchants, or house and landowners ; whereas ten seats are
allowed to European mrercantile eommunities. So if the Bombay
gystem ig at all to bo given « trial here T beg to submit that it be
adopted in ity entirety, and that out of twenty-five scats reserved for
nominated and appointed Cownissioners, other representative bodies
of Caleutta, such as the British Indian Association, the National
Chawmber of Commerce, the National Mahomedan Association, and
the like, should also be allowed to be represented in the Corporation,
and the Corporation should he left unfetiered in tho election of two-
thirds of she membcers of the General Connnittee. As the Govern-
meng appoints four members of the General Committee, T humbly
think that the Government appointees in the Corporation should have
no voice i1 the election of the test of the members of the Genoral
Conuittes, In conelusion, Ileave the watfer in your IHonour’s hands
with the £11] confidence that under your benign and sympathetie rule
our appeal will not go in vain.

The second speech wasg delivered on September 28, 1899,
at the close of the debates and read as follows :

Your Honour, no measure of this Council over exeited so much
criticism us the one which we are discussing to-day. I think there is
not a sicgle section of the. native cownmunity left which has not
strongly apposed this Bill.

Sir, [ am entirely in accord with the principles enunciated by your
Honours predecessor in office, Sir Alexander Mackenzie, from the
presidential chair in this Council, prior to and after the introduction of
this measuare, exiracts of which T shall read with your Honour's
permiissior. I do not think that there can be any objection to the
hands of the Txecutive being strengthened for the efficient adiinistra-
tion of tie Corporaiion, and that especiully in cases of emergency,
such as 1he outbreak of plague, he should have large powers Lo deal
with themn, and should not bo hamperod in any way in the free



126 THE NASHIPUR RAJ

exercise of his discretion, I also think, sir, that there should be a
small executive body interposing between the Chairman and the
Corporation to deal with such matters which cannot be properly
discussed by the large body, and which are at the same time so
important as not to be left to the Chairman alone for disposal ; but,
gir, T find that the Bill is not limited within the said principle, but has
gone far beyond it. Many radical—revolutionary—changes have
been introduced. As I have no personal knowledge of the working of
the Caleutta Municipality, o I shall only deal with the principles of
this Bill. I find larger powers havo been given to the Chairman and
the General Committee by depriving the Corporation. The Chairman
should have been made responsible to somebody, and as the Bill now
stands I find ho is not, even to Government. In the original Bill the
number of the Commissioners was seventy-five, and so heavy powers
were given to the General Committee as they could not be properly
exercised by such a large body like that ; but as it is now reduced to
fifty I think further powers should have been given to the Corporation
which the Bill reserves for the General Committee. Under the orders of
the Government of India, dated June 17 last, the number of the elected
Commissioners in the Corperation was reduced on the model of the
Bombay system, which will appoar from the sixteenth paragraph of
the said despatch, in which the Government of India said “ they are
inclined to think that in 4 more elose ndaptation of the Bombay system
might be found the solution for which they are seeking.” o, sir, I
think it would not have beon against the prineiples laid down in the
said dispateh if a few seats in the Corporation would have been allowed
to other influentinl representative bedies in Calcutta. I brought
forward an amendment to that effect, which was rejected by the
Couneil on the day I could not unfortunately attend, owing to my
illness. If that amendment would have been accepted, I am sure it
would have pacified to a certain extent tho popular feeling, and at the
same time would have boen in perfect harmony with the Bombay
system. As the Corporation is now constituted, the representatives of
tho ratepayers and the native elements are in a minority, as the
number of the elected Cormmuissioners is twenty-five, whereas the
number of the appointed Cowmmissioners, ineluding the Chairman, is
twenty-six. ‘Then, sir, as to the constitution of the General Com-
mittee, which have been vested with all the real powers in Municipal
affairs, I find the ratepayers to be in a hopeless ininority, and the non-
official majority which was in the original Bill has also been practically
done awny with. T ugree that the three chief interests in Calcubla, .e.,
ratepayers, men of commerce, and the GGovernment, should be repre-
sented in it. In my humnble opinion the interests of Government are
fully secured even if there would have been no Government nowminee
in the Comumittee, as it has kept ample powers of interference and
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supervision in its hand, and, besides that, when its official will always
act us President of the Committee. However, the Government
cortainly required few geats only to rectify the balance and to make
up the minoritics in the representation. The interests of tho ratepayers
are great ; they constitute the bulk of the population and coniribute the
bulk of the Municipal rates, and so they should have got a large share
of representation in the General Committec. As to the representation
of eomnmuerce, I find that under the Bill as it now stands four members
will be slested, not by the representatives of commerco alone, as was
formerly provided, but by the Government appointees. Also the
number of the Commissioners appointed by the Government are
fifteen, and those nominated by the mercantile communities are ten.
If they vole to the full strength of their respective constituent elements
the Governtuent appointees will be able to securs those four seats also.
So virtually no independent representation of commerceo is allowed in
the present Bill, which was one of the fundamental principles of this
Bill.  Sir, T further beg to subwit that the present constitution is
again basel on an illogical solution whieh the Government of India
wasg so anxious to avoid (vide filtecnth paragraph of the despateh) as
the ropresantatives of the ratepayers forin half the bulk of the
Corporation, whereas in the General Committee they bear one-third
proportion ; and, sir, I am not fully eonvinced if the Government of
India ever contemplated such a change in the constitution of the
Greneral Committee as has been done.  To my mind it appears rather
contrary; [ still think that tho Government of India contomplated
making soine concession rather in that respeet. If it would have been
in their contemplation to bring about such a change they could never
have expocted that it would be a truce to all dissensions (vide last
paragraph). Sir, whatever be the case, the I3ill as it now stunds is
certainly worse than what was originally introduced and revised by the
Select Committee, As regards the other portions of the Bill, T must
admit many improvements havo been made though not to our entire
cxpectation:s,  We are thankful to the Seloct Committee for removing
many contontious matters, and especially those relating to cremation
of dead bolies and registration of deaths. Sir, I nof only consulted
many leading landholders who veside in Caleutta and are inferested in
the mastter, but also some of them who have no interest here, and I
found all o7 themn opposed to the prineiples of this Bill ; and so, sir, as
a representative of the landholders, T think it iz my duty to oppose the
Bill in its present form. Sir, I shall be wanting in wmy duty if I {ail
to acknowladge with gratitude the kindness which you have shown by
giving us o patient hearing, and wo ave at the same time thankful to
the honourable member in oharge for the courtesy he has all along
cvinced in she discussion of this measure. With these fow remarks 1
beg most respectiully 1o oppose the motion,
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Apart from the Caleutta Municipal Bill, the Rajah de-
voted his attention prineipally to those material questions
affecting the sanitary condition of the community and more
especially of the inhabitants of the mofussil. The provision
of pure drinking water, and the atricter enforcement of the
regulation that all local bodies should expend the minimum
sum of 5,000 rupees annually on the improvement of the
water supply in their districts, were two questions that he
several times brought before the Council. He elicited
favourable rejoinders from the authorities, and undoubtedly
the result of his efforts was that the sanitary authorities in
the mofussil were stimulated in their work. He also
obtained the concession of inereased medical assistance for
plague work in the mofussil or eountry districts. Finally,
he secured much-needed pratection for Hindu women
from assaults by Mahomedan roughs in the Mymensingh
distriet.

The Bengal papers passed the most {lattering encomiums
on his public work. One paper said: “ We did not expect
so much zeslous work from him”; another congratulated
him upon ‘“ his public spirit”’; and a third declared that
he ““had done yeoman’s work.” On the expiration of his
term of office, the principal Bengal paper wrote a leading
article, from which the following passage is an extract :

“ The thanks of the nation are due fo the Rajah Ranajit
Sinha Bahadur, for not only was he a nominated member,
but as a big zemindar residing in the mofugsil he risked
a good deal by going against the Government in a matter
in which the latter showed considerable zid. Next to the
late ——, no landowner had ever displayed such courage,
independence, and patriotism in the Legislative Council as
the Rajauh Bahadur of Nashipur did. And has he lost in
the estimation of the Government? Certainly not. On
the other hand, the authorities will now entertain far
greater respect for him.”

The war in South Africa provided him with the occasion
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for displaying his loyalty to the British raj. At the end of
January, 1::00—that is to say, before the tide of war had
fully turneld in our favour—he made a strong speech at
a public meeting held in the Calecutta Town Hall. The
following are the most striking passages from it :

"“Your Highness, Maharajahs, Nawabs, Rajahs, and gentlemen,—I
feal it an honour and a pleasuro to support the resolution just now so
ably moved ny my worthy and learned friend You all know,
gontlemen, how the war broke out in South Afriea with the Boers, and
how the British goldiers are heroieally fighting there, and how cheer-
fully they are laying down their lives for the Sovereign, and for tige
prestige and glory of the British nation. There can be no shadow of
doubt as to the ultimate victory of the British arms. Perhaps you are
aware that even men from noble families in England have voluntecred
their services for the war, and soine of them saerificed their lives in
the field. I :pnay mention here tho sad but glorious death of the Earl
of Ava, wnd Lieutenant Roberts, one the soi: of a former Viceroy, and
tae other the son of the late Cornmander-in-Chief. In both cases the
symputhy of the entire people of India will go forth to the sorrowing
parents.

“Gentlemn, this is a time when we, the imost loyal subjeets of Her
Majesty, should come forward to discharge our most sacred duty to our
beloved Soveroign. Need T recapitulate the many and various benefits
wo derive from the British rule.  We owe to it our present eduecation,
our advancerient, and last, but not least, we are indebted to it for the
iaestimable Flessings of peace and progperity.

“If you advert for a moment to the past, and compare what was
then the condition of our country with what it is now, you will, I am
sure, again agree with me that we should not have becn what we are
if Providence had not placed us under the Dritish rule. The benefits
of the highest civilization —the highest yet achieved by any nation—
have been brought to our doors with very little cxertion on our part.
Apart from what the British Governmeont is doing for our country we
have the sympathy of the British public by our side in titne of need.
1 need not remind you how they helped India at the time of the late
furnine with their munificont contributions.  You mny say that the
present wur does not aflect Indin in any way, but that is surely a very
narrow view to take. The more the prostige and the glory of the
(Government will be upheld, the more will our peacoe and prosperity be
sasured, TlLe sooner, therofore, tho Govermment is freed from the
anxieties of the war the better it must be for us,

“England is the richest and most powerful country in the world,
It wmay not 26 necessary for her to take any help from us, but we

9
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should still loyally offer any assistance, however insignificant it might
be, that lay in our power to give. As citizens of that great Empire,
let us, true to the traditions of our country, once more ovinece our
loyalty and attachment to the throne.”

A short time after this speech was made, news came of
the capture of Pretoria, and the Rajah not only despatched
congratulatory telegrams as to his heartfelt joy to the
Viceroy, but caused special prayers of thanksgiving to be
offered up. The Raj sepoys paraded, the band played the
National Anthem, and in the evening the palace and town
were illuminated. The sequel of these incidents was that
in February, 1902, the Viceroy, Lord Curzon, visited
Nashipur and received an ovation in the rajbati, or palace.
On this important oceagion the Rajah made the following
brief address of welcome ;

“ On behalf of my humble self and the people of Nashipur, I beg to
accord to your Excellency a most respectful and loyal welcome, and
to assure your Excellency of our staunch loyalty. and firm devotion to
the throne and person of His Imperial Majesty. I am grateful to your
Excelleney for the honour you have done me by kindly condescending
- to stop at my place. T only regret I could not have the honour of
weleoming Her Excellency on this occasion. 1 am desired by my wife
to ask you to do her the honour of conveying to Her Excellency her
most respectful obeisance. I hope your Excellency’s visit to our
district will be a pleasant and enjoyable one.”

In the course of his reply, Lord Curzon said :

“I thank you for your warm receéption. I do not agree
with you when you say yours is a humble abode. I see it
is & splendid mansion—better than ours. It is a princely
abode. I am glad to have the opportunity of witnessing
your position and rank. I will convey to Lady Curzon
your own and your wife’s kind and respectful message.
1 thank you and the people of Nashipur for your kind
reception.” -

Some years after this ¥isit the disturbed state of Bengal
began to attract attention, and more than one outrage
startled the public mind. It was then that the Supreme
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Government made an appeal to loyal Indians to come into
the open and support ita efforts to suppress anarchy and
gedition. One of the first to respond was the Maharajah
of Nashipur. He made geveral speeches in support of the
British (Yovernment, expresging his abhorrence of crime,
and ealling upon the people of India to testify their loyalty
to the British raj by discontinuing seditious talk and
upholding the authority of the law. But he felt that
something further wag required to uphold the title of
“loyal Nashipur,” so he drew up and circulated the
pamphlet which forms the contents of the next chapter.



CHAPTER IX
THE MAHARAJAH'S APPEAL

Tee following is a literal translation of the Maharajah's
appeal in the Bengali language :

“No one is ignorant of the present state of our country.
We are frequently hearing of murders, dacoities, and other
anarchical crimes. The most regrettable thing is that
those who have been proved to be connected with those
crimes are almost all Hindus and gentlemen by birth, and
the majority of them are not above the age of twenty-one.
These imprudent youths have produced baneful results in
the country by harbouring in their minds a feeling of
hatred againgt the Government and the British nation,
heing excited by some irresponsible persons.

“The loyalty and peace-loving disposition of the Indians
are well known. The sages who wrote the Hindu Shastras
have described murder and treason as heinous sins, There-
fore every Hindu is smitten with a sense of shame and
grief on secing his co-religionists concerned in these
grievous ging., The introduction of heinous sins in this
holy land is a matter to be highly deplored. Whatever ig
done, if there be sin at its bottom, no good can result there-
from. No country or nation has attained, or can attain,
prosperity by having recourse to anarchy and treason. Even
in Russia, where assassinations and lawlessness have been
prevalent for a long time, such action has led to no good

rosults. Had these hot-headed boys turned their minds
132
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towards the welfare of their society and mother-land,
without taking to these evil courses, they could probably
have done immense good. Pursuing this course of action,
these youths could only sacrifice their invaluable lives and
take those of some others, but never achieve any good
result. What is the good of taking the lives of a few
Governiaent officials ¢ The British raj would remain as
unaffected as ever, as firm and immovable as the Himalayas.
By such acts the interests of the country can only be
injured, instead of being advanced.

“Have we no reason to be grateful to the DBritish
Government ? To whom do we owe our present education
and advancement? It is not possible for any other race to
maintain peace and orderin such a vast country, presenting
guch diversity of race, language, and religion. To err is
human, and it is not impossible that the Government
ghould commit mistakes. But it does not follow that we
should impute sinister motives to every Government
measure. Its merits and demerits should be considered
impartially and with reference to the state of the country.
Everyone must frankly admit that pence prevails through-
out tho land under the British Government; we can go
wherever we like without fear of any danger; there is
nothinyg to be feared on the way; there is no apprehension
of theft or highway robbery; high education has spread,
and is spreading, all over the country; manifold are the
advantages we have derived from railways, telegraphs,
telephones, ete., in consequence whereof our expenditure
has been lessened ; the rich do not dare to oppress the
poor ; everyone is able to follow his own religion without
any fear or anxiety, and to spread his religious views
unobstrueted and unfettered. In any view it must be
admitted by everybody, with one voice, that we cannot
proceed an inch without the aid of the Dritish Govern-
ment. Therefore it is our bounden duty to pray whole-
heartedly to the All-merciful God that the British
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Government may remain for ever unimpaired. Everyone
must be up and doing, in order that peace may be restored
to the country. It is not at all proper to remain indifferent
or apathetic even for a gingle moment.

“Tf anyone is of opinion that certain stray individuals
may suffer loss or injury on account of the present
anarchical state of things—but that the public have no
reason to be afraid—then it must be said that his belief is
entirely erroneous. 1f things go on in this way for some
time more, it is extremely probable that everyone would be
put to trouble and danger. The Government would not be
able to devote its time, or find any opportunity to furn its
attention, to measures beneficial to us; public money
would be unprofitably spent in suppressing lawlessness;
the life and property of no man would be safe, and the
Government would naturally find reasons to distrust us
more and more. It will be forced to enact severe penal
laws. In consequence whereof many innocent men will be
unnecessarily harassed and humiliated. All the evils which
spring from ill-feeling between the rulers and the ruled
will fall upon the country. Therefore it is the imperative
duty of all to take steps to stamp out anarchy and unrest,
and to co-operate with the Government in the matter.
Every effort should be made that the feelings of enmity
towards the Governmont or the British race be rooted out
from the minds of the people, specially those of the boys
and young men, and their false notions be dispelled ; for
England and India are both subordinate to the same mighty
Emperor, and the English and the Indians are subjects of
the same great Empire. The bonds that bind us can never
be severed. It is highly necessary that there should be
good feeling and sympathy between us. Whatever is
beneficial to England is beneficial to us; the interests o
England and India caunot be different. If the guardians
and teachers of the boys strive heartily towards this end,
the result may be highly satisfactory, for the future advance-
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ment of the students depends entirely on the teachers.
They shculd be very careful to see that students are not
led astray by participating in any political agitation. It
does not stand to reason that ene should lay the axe unto
one’t own welfare by following evil advice and at the
instigation of others. If we do not take steps even now,
dreadful calamity will fall upon the country.

“ Ranasit Sivma (Maharajah).

“NASH:PUR RaJmATI,
¢ March 19, 1910.7



CHAPTER X
THE MAHARAJAH’S FAMILY LIFE

As wag mentioned in an earlier chapter, the Maharajah
married on May 4, 1838, before he had come into possession
of his raj, Kamal Kumari, the eldest daughter of Babu .
Giridhari Lall of Calcutta. The married life of the Maha-
1 rajah has proved singularly happy, and there is a family of
five sons and four daughters.

The eldest son, or Maharaj Kumar, named Bhupendra
Narayan Sinhs, is a yery intelligent young man, and was
born in the year 1888.  He hag received the best modern
education, as well as careful training for the discharge of
his duties. After passing his Matriculation examination
he was admitted to the Presidancy College at Calcutta, and
in 1910 successfully pagsed the Intermediate Arts examina-
tion in the First Division. He is now working for the
B.A. degree. He married on June 8, 1905, Prem Kumari,
daughter of Babu Brijmohan Lall of Gaya, and there ia
one daughter of the marriage, to whom the name of Nirmal
Kumari has been given.

The gecond son, Maharaj Kumar Nripendra Narayan
Sinha, was born in 1894, and is described by one who
knows him well ag *the personification of all that is good
and noble.” He réeeived his education at the Hare School
in Calcutta, and from it he recently passed with much
credit the Matriculation examination at the Caleutta Uni-

vergity. The credit was all the greater as hig studies had
136
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been interfered with by illness. He is now being prepared
for the Arts examination at the same University.

The third son is named Rajendra Narayan Sinha, and
was born in 1896, He is following in his elder brothers’
steps, and will proceed to the University at Caleutta in due
course, The two youngest sons, named Birendra Narayan
Sinha and Jagadindra Narayan Sinha, are at present
receiving their education at home.

The eldest daughter is the Maharaj Kumari Basanta
Kumari, and she is married to Babu Ram Bahadur, the
eldest son of the late Babu Isri Prosad, Reis of Ulao in
Monghyr. He has extensive zemindaries in the districts of
Mozafferpur and Monghyr, and has also a big banking
business in Mozafferpur, which he iz managing with great
credif gince his father's death.

The second daughter is named Hemanta Kumari, and is
the wife of Babu Thackur Prosad, zemindar of Chunar.

The third and fourth daughters, named respectively
Kassum Kumari and Pratima Kumari, are still minors,
but the former has been befrothed to Babu Harinarayan,
son of the rich zemindar and banker of Bhagulpur named
Babu Govind Sahai.

In the persons of his children the Maharajah of Nashipur
is extending the influence of his family among the landed
aristoeracy of Dengal, Behar, and the United Provinces.

The Maharajah is a devout Hindu with liberal ideas,
and in this respect keeps up the traditions handed down
by his predecessors. Ile is universally popular, and is
respectod by all his officials and dependents. In addition
to his business capacity, the Maharajah is distinguished
by his cultured tastes and polished manners, Towards hig
inferiors he is particularly condescending, and he keeps on
“his office table o small marble slab engraved with the
words ‘‘ Despise none,” which may in a sense be regarded
af the motto of his life. He is always ready to assist in
any gond movement, and spends & considerable sum each
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year on objects for the benefit of the general community
outside his estates.

He has a fine library which is enriched with several old
Sanskrit manuscripts, and his art gallery containg many
good pictures,

Maharani Kamal Kumari is a dignified and aceomplished
lady, noted for her large-heartedness and disposition to do
good to all. She is on friendly terms with most of the
distinguished European ladies of the highest rank and
position in India, and is loved and respected by all her
people, dependents and acquaintances. It is indeed a
noteworthy fact that her charitable disposition is always
directed to relieve the wants of her dependents, and that
whenever there is aiy illness in any family at Naghipur
she always takes great interest in the case and helps the
afflicted with money and other necessary assistance.
Indeed, she always evinces a deep interest in all matters
affecting the moral and social progress of the female sex,
and tries her best to ameliorute the degraded condition to
which so many Indian women have sunk., Wherever she
goes she makes friends with the leading ladies of the place.

Allusion has been made to the religious fervour that has
always characterized the heads of the Nashipur family.
In this respect Maharnjah Ranajit is in no way behind any
of his ancestors. He honours the Brahmins, maintains
the temples of his ancestors, and largely contributes to the
cost of the religious festivals, which are the source of so
much gratification and pleasure to the Hindu community.

There are four great festivals each year at Nashipur.
They are the Tulsibahar festival, the Ratha Jatra, the
Jhulan Jatra, and ths Dole Jatra. Taking them in their
order, we may attempt to give some details of each of
them.

The Tulsibahar festival is one of the important festivals
amongst the Hindus, and is celebrated in the month of
Jysta, or May., ‘When Rajah Bahadur Sinha established
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the symbol of the deity Lukshmi Narayan Deb Thackur a
Gaisabad at the commencement of the last century, this
was the festival that he always celebrated with the greatest
éclat, and pilgrims used to attend it from far and wide.
It was in connection with this festival that the great fair,
or mela, which extended over a month, used to be held.
This naturally attracted great crowds, and singing and
nautch parties were especially provided for the entertain-
ment of the concourse,

Since the removal of the Thackur from Gaisabad to
Nashipur, the latter place has become the scene of the
festival, the duration of which has, however, been reduced
from one month to a fortnight. = It still commences on the
first day of Jysta, but concludes on the fifteenth day. The
amusements provided have been extended, and now include
operas, theatricals, and a circus. It is small wonder, then,
that the public who pay nothing find the entertainment
very amusing, and that the principal supporter of the
festival acquires great popularity.

The Ratha Jatra festival is that of the Car, and is
celebrated in the month of Ashar, eorresponding with our
month of June. The Nashipur Rajbati is the central point
of the celobration, and the Ratha, or Car, which is made of
gilver, is about 80 feet high and 14 feet hroad. In the
morning of the appointed day the Thackur Ramchunder
Deb ascends the car, and the same evening the car is
drawn by the assembled crowds with great veneration
from the Rajbati to Mahimapur. It is the general belief
that those who succeed in drawing the car will attain
eternal salvation.

While the ¢ar is being drawn along the road, a proces-
gion takes place alongside it. The procession includes the
Raj sopoys armed with guns and bayonets, led horses richly
caparigsonad, attendants carrying silver huddas, flag bearers,
bands of rausie, trnmpeters and drummers. The Maharajah,
accompanied by all the members of the Raj family, the
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officials of his administration, a large number of specially
invited guests, and a great body of retainers, walks behind
the car for the firgt part of its journey. After about half
an hour’s walking the Maharajah and his party quit the
procesgion and return to the residence.

On the eighth day the ear is brought back from Mahima.-
pur to the Rajbati under similar conditions and amid a
vast concourse. The grandeur of the scene makes a pro-
found impression on the people’s minds, and there is no
doubt that this festivity not merely sustains the religious
fervour of the people, but provides them with no incon-
siderable amusement.

The two festivals roferred fo are quite eclipsed, however,
in grandeur by the Jhulan Jatra, which is held in the
month of August in each year. This may be compared
with the great Durga Pujah festival of the Hindus, and in
no other place in Bengal is it celebrated with the same
magnificence as at Nashipur, The festival, strictly speak-
ing, lasts for five days during the month of Sravan (August),
but the great fair which accompanies it goes on for a much
longer period. This festival is one especially of pleasure
and rejoicing, from which the religious element is almost
entirely absent, For this occasion the Maharajah com-
miggions from Calcutta the choicest and very best Jatra
parties and dhaps, just as the great hostesses of Finglish
society retain the latest singer or musician for their
receptions. It is scarcely necessary to add that visitors in
their tens of thousands flock into Nashipur for the event,.

It may be explained that a Jatre is a singing or dancing
party —a combination of theatricals and opera, i.c., a
mugical performance, consisting of actors, singers and
dancers, and accompanied with musical instruments and
enriched with magnificent dresses; while a Dhap is a
purely singing party with musical instruments, generally
congisting of a principal female singer with male singers
and players.
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The festival must rather be compared to a great fair
than anything else. The fun of the fair sways the crowd,
the god remains in his shrine, and the silver car is not
rolled through the streets. On the other hand, the people
from Murshidabad, Birbhum, and other distriets flock to
it, while the Government officials, pleaders, muktars, and
all persons with any claim to gentility receive special
invitations from the Maharajah. The railway company
runs special trains, and the steamer company on the
Bhagirathi also places additional steamers at the disposal
of the puklic for the occasion. It very often happens, too,
that these companies are uunable to provide for the great
crowds that wish to be present.

But on this occasion tliere is a particularly severe strain
on the Muharajah's hospifality, for he is supposed to play
the host, or at least to provide the bulk of the visitors with
accommodation. He appoints his own officers for the
purpose, and they are charged especially with the task of
seeing that no disturbances take place to mar the harmony
of the fertivities.

Every night the Rajbati is lit up, and its innumerable
lights mike a brilliant spectacle, while round the town are
the circuses and theatres in which a great variety of
amusemsnts are provided for the entertainment of the
assemblod visitors. While all this is going on outside, a
great malish (gathering) of all the invited gentlemen is
being held inside the Rajbati by the Maharajah. He
attends in person, accompanied by all hig family and
followers, and makes a great personal effort to see that his
guests are properly entertained and provided for in every
way. 'The guests are not merely sumptuously fed, but
have their travelling expenses defrayed out of the Maha-
rajah’s purse.

The fourth and last of the festivals is the Dole Jatra, or
Holi. This is held in the Rajbati, and generally takes
place ia the month of March on the day of the full moon.
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On this oceasion, nlso, good jatras, dbaps, or kirtans, are
prought from Calcutta to supply entertainment, and the
prineipal gentry from Murshidabad eity, Lalbag, Ichagang,
Baluchar, Azimganj, and other places, receive special
invitations., On this occasion, also, the Maharajah receives
and entertaing his guests in person. The Notmandir
ceremony held on this night is of special interest, for all
the guests and visitors are crimsoned with red abir powder
amid cries of ““ Holi-hai!” signifying *“ This is the holi day.”
The next morning the populace assemble in front of the
Rajbati, and amuse themselves in a right joyous fashion
according to Oriental custom ag of yore.

Enough has been said to show that Nasghipur is not a
dull place, and that the Maharajah is expected o provide
popular amusement —sometimes eombined with religious
ceremonies—as well as to render material help fo his
people when they need if. It is also perfectly clear that
he discharges his duties in the manner expected of him to
the complete public satisfaction, for, by all aceounts, he is
one of the most popular men in Bengal.

We have now passed in review, not only the family
history of the House of Naghipur, but also the chief
incidents in the public and private life of its present head,
the Maharajab Ranajit Sinha Bahadur. The story of this
remarkable landowner and administrator is of interest,
because it shows that under the torrid sun of Bengal the
conditions of life are very much the same as with us. The
good landlord is regarded as the general benefactor and
the father of his people. In India, the publie appreciation
takes the form of venoration, and it is consequently impos-
sible to measure the extent of the influence that a man
like the Maharajah exercises on those who are in any way
dependent on him. But the Mabarajah’s infiuence is not
confined to Nashipur. He possesses a great hold on the
public opinion of Bengal, and that is why his pamphlet on
sedition, widely read and freely circulated in the vernacular,
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produced such a deep impression among the masses which
are beyon1 the reach of Governmental publications.

So far, the Maharajah’s work has been chiefly done in
his own distriets; but his year's experience on the Bengal
Legislative Council introduced him to public affairs affecting
the largest and most prosperous province of India. He
then acquired, not only what is known as popularity with
the public, but the respect and goodwill of his English
colleagues, both official and unofficial, which may be fairly
regarded as the more difficult task of the two. It also
qualified nim for more important public work whenever an
oceasion may arise. Tho support of such men as the
Maharajah provides the surest basis. for the maintenance
of British power and authority in India. The reader will
not have failed to note that from the very beginning of the
story of Nashipur, commencing with Devi Sinha one
hundred and fifty years ago, loyalty to the British raj has
been the most prominent characteristic of all the members
of this family.

In concluding this little history, & better ending could
not be found than a description of the part that the
Maharajah and the whole community of Nashipur took in
the Imperial Durbar at Delhi, and the Proclamation of
Their Majesties King George V. and Queen Mary as
Emperor and Empress of India. That event provides a
historical date and landmark in Indian history. There
was the great pageant in the old and now the new Capital
of India which special correspondents have brought before
us; but throughout the whole of the peninsula there were
the unchronicled, but not less significant, loeal celebrations
and rejoicings. The following paragraph, contributed by
affriend on the spot, tells in a few lines what occurred in
Naghipur, and may be regarded as typical of the new
loyalty that has been aroused by the Royal visit to India
in the hearts of those millions who are our fellow-subjects
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and brothers in devotion to the glory and upholding of the
British Empire:

* Their Imperial Majesties, the Emperor and Empress
of India, held the Coronation Durbar at Delhi on th:
12th December, 1911. The Maharajah of Nashipur
attended the Durbar as a guest of the Bengal Government,
and was one of the chogen representatives of Bengal who
did homage to their Imperial Majesties.

“The Coronation was celebrated at the Nashipur Rajbati
on the said 12th day of December in a right royal style.
The Rajbati and all the other houses and the main road at
Nasghipur were tastefully decorated with flags, festoons and
evergreens, Rarly in the morning a royal salute of one
hundred and one guns was fired, and loyal messages of
congratulation were drawn up and sent off by telagraph—
one from the Maharani, on behalf of the Pardanashin
ladies of Nashipur, was forwarded through Her Excellency,
Lady Hardinge, of Punshurst, C.1., to Her Imperial Majesty,
the Empress of India, and the other was sent in the name
of all the people of Nashipur, through His Excellency the
Governor-Geeneral of India, to Their Most Gracious and
Tmperial Majesties, on the celebration of Their Majesties’
Coronation in their Indian dominions, with deep and
respectful assurances of staunch loyalty and devotion to
their persons and throne.

“ A grand procession started from the Rajbati exhibiting
prominently Their Majesties’ portraits, decorated with
garlands, flags and fowers, and paraded all the prineipal
roads and streets of the town, amidst enthusiastic cheering,
chanting hymns especially composed for the oceasion, and
invoking the blessings of Heaven for their Majesties’ long
life. +Prayers were offered at the Raj Temple for their
Majesties’ long life and safe and happy sojourn in India,
bhogs were offered and prosad distributed to all.

‘ Precisely at noon a Durbar meeting was held at the Raj-
bati under the presidency of Babu Surada Prosad Mukheriji,
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Dewan, in the absence of the Maharajah at the Coronation
Durbar at Delhi, in which all the residents of the town
and surrounding places joined. The Royal Proelamation
was read, and a speech was delivered hmpressing upon the
people the Dbenefits of Dritish llule, and exhorting the
audience to remain loyal and faithful to the British raj.
At the conclusion of the Durbar, the band struck up the
National Anthem, and another salute was fired. In the
afternocn there were athletic sports by schoolboys, about
a thousand poor were sumpiuously fed, and the school-
childrer. were given a treat. At dusk, the Rajbati and all
the houses of the residents, and the principal roads also,
were brilliantly illuminated, followed by & display of fire-
works at the Rajbati, as well as in many other of the
prineipal houses in the town. At night, thore was a
theatrieal performance by the Bharuti Natya Somaj.

“In ull the Motussil offices and Kutchurrees appertaining
to the Eaj, the Royal Proclamation was also read, and His
Imperial Majesty's portrait exhibited. There were also
decorations, illuminations, and a display of fireworks in all
these plices.”

And wo, with thig loyal seene present in our mind, we
close this history of o typieally loyal family and raj.

THE END.

21994
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