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INTRODUCTION.

—<>Bh.0 Ser

The name and memory of Dastur MeherjieRani have been

for centuries, cherished by his co-religionists in India, and the story

of his life is by no means unfamiliar to those European scholars

who have taken any interest in the small community of Indian

Zoroastrians. The references to him in the Persian and Gujarati

writings of the Parsis themselves are by no means few; and it may

be said with confidence that the traditional belief about his having

been mainly responsible for inspiring the Emperor Akbar with

an enthusiastic admiration for the faith and institutions of the

ancient Persians, can be traced back to very early times. Dustur

Darab Pahlan, who wrote a manual of Zoroastrianism, called the

Khulése~e-Din, in’ Persian verse, in 1059 A. Y. (1690 A. 2D.,),

calls him the greatest Dastur of nis day, extols his purity and

wisdom, and speaks of his ‘achievements as too well-known to stand

in need of any description. Ina Manuscript of the Mrang-i Lui-

Jigdan (Dhup Nirang), written by Herbad Jamshed Kaikobad in

1078 A. Y.(1709 A. 0,), the name of Meherji Rana is associated

with those of Adarbad Maraspand, Nairyosangh Dhaval and

other glorified saints of the liturgy. Dastur Shapurji Sanjana,

to whom we ara indebted for a contemporary account of the

Fire Temple consecrated at Navsari in 1134 A, Y. (1765
A. D.), expressly refers to his having gone to the Court of Akbar-

shah and given him “many proofs of the truth of the Religion,”

A little earlier, Anquetil du Perron was told by the Dasturs of

Surat, during his stay in that city (175&~1761 A. D.), that Meherji

Rana had been invited to the Imperial Camp at Kankré Khddy
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near Surat, when the ‘Great Mogul’ was engaged in besieging

that town and its citadsl (980 A. H.: 1573 A. D.).* Coming to the

Nineteenth Century, there is a long list of references in Gujarati

by several writers of distinction (Sohrabji Bengali, Dosabhai

Framnji, Mancherji Hormusji Kama, Bahmanji Patel and several

others,) to Meherji Rana’s relations with Akbar, in which there

is nothing whatever that is improbable. It is common knowledge

that Akhar had an extraordinary fondness for hearing the merits

of existing creeds canvassed by their most eloquent and learned

exponents; and the logomachies and polemical amenities of the Jbddat

Khand are mentioned in greater or less detail by Badaoni, Abul

Kazi and several others of his historians. But it is not in the

Muhanimadan chronicles alone that the fact of Akbar’s having

assiduously sought the acquaintance of the learned of other per-

suasions, is explicitly recorded. The Jains have carefully and

proudly preserved in their Padidvalis the fact of two of their

Acharyas having proceeded to the Imperial Court, at the

special invitation of that Sovereign; and exactly similar statements

are found in more than one contemporary inscription in their places

of-worship. The French and Portuguese accounts ot the Jesuit

Missions to the Mogul Court tell how the Emperor bowed, knelt

and even prostrated himself before an image of the Crucifixion,

kissed and placed upon his head the copy of the Bible presented to him

by the Fathers, and repeatedly expressed himself so as to arouse

in the minds of those priests sanguine expectations of his proving

a convert to their faith. But it is almost equally well known that

* Vide.—p. 8/10 of No. 18 of the collection of manuscripts of Anquetil Du Perron, in

the National Library at Paris, catalogued as follows: ‘‘ LXXIX. Nelles Acqulsitions francaises.

8,874, Molanges aur lea Parsis vol. en 42 do 63 pages’. A photo-zincographed copy of this
Interesting Note is to be found in Dr. J. J. Mody'’s‘*‘ The Parsees at the Court of Akbar

and Dastur Meherjee-Rana’’.

lt is interesting to note that, in a long set of Persian verses addressed to Akbar’s son

snd successor—the Emperor Jehangir, by Meherjee-Rana’s son and successor—Dastus

Kaekobad (1621 A. C. ?), the latter refers to this fact about his father’s first interview

with Akbar, at Surat, in thie particular year (1573 A. C.); and adda that the Emperor had
ssked Meherjee-Rana many questions about the Zoroastrian religion and ouatoms, and that
be bad then taken them (father and son) along with himself to Agra. For further particulars,

etds the Introduction in Gujaratt (glu) of this book.
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he often appeared in the Darbar with a Tilak on his forehead like

a Hindu, and even allowed the Brihmans to tie Rakhis round his

wrists, on the day on which the performance of that ceremony was

customary among the Hindus. The translations or paraphrases

of the Mahabharat, the Rimdyin and of the Atharva-Veda,

which were made by Faizi, Badaoni and other scholars at his

instance, testify to his partiality for the mythology and doctrines

of the Brahmans; and the latter have returned the compliment

by speaking of him as the “World-teacher or Prophet”, as in the

celebrated letter addressed to Aurangzeb after the re-imposition

of the Jazyi. It is’ plain, therefore, that there is nothing

oxtraordinary in the Parsi account of this very eclectic ruler having

professed his attachment to Zoroastrianism, and worn the external

badges of the Creed, after hearing Meherji Rana’s exposition of

its merits.

But about the name of Meherji, as around those of many

other persons of reputation ia the religious world, legend and

iniracle have been busy; and one may even now hear some

‘simple wight” tell how he possessed the gift of invisibility, and

effected his release from the dungeon into which he had been

thrown by the Muhammadan Governor of Surat or Broach. A

more familiar tale relates how he exposed and put to shame a

priest called the “Jagat Guru’, who had uspiced to convert Akbac

to his own faith and acquire an absolute mastery over the Imperial

mind and conscience, by making two several suns shine at the same

time in the heavens. This seeming “miracle¥ is said to have been

producea by a metallic disc whirled high up in the sky and sus-

pended in mid air by “Art Magic”; and the Parsi Dastur is said,

according to the story as it was told to Darmesteter (Le Zend

Avesta, Vol. II, p. 644), to have disenchanted the brass plate and

brought it down to the earth with a bang, by the recitation of the

“Manthra Spenta” of the Vanant Yasht, This legend is the

subject of a Khial or Hindustani ballad, which is found in a col-

lection of old songs printed in 1867, but which many men _ past
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sixty at that time could recall having frequently heard in the days.

of their boyhood.f

It is needless to say that this ‘ old wives’ tale’ is scarcely:

worth anything except, perhaps, as an illustration of Indian

folklore; and the majority of Parsis of any education have had

the candour and good sense to look upon itin no other light

But @ small number have often pretended to regard it as a histori-

cal fact seriously advanced in proof of the extraordinary merit of

Dastur Meherji Rana, and clamorously demanded ‘‘a full-dress

debate” of its merits. They have, therefore, gone through the

farce of making it the subject of a sort of judicial inquiry, and.

then very solemnly condemned it as unworthy of credit. ‘The

fact is, that this“ Two Suns’ tale’? has come in very handy

whenever any one had a desire to throw a little dirt on the-

descendants of Meherji Rana, or cover with cheap ridicule the

party to which they happened to belong. It is probably neces-

sary to explain that the priests of Naysari have since 1686-7 A.C.
been divided into two sections, of which the smaller and much the

least important is composed of the descendants of five persons—Her-

bads Minocheher Homji, Dada Chandji, Manekji Peshotanji

(Rabadi), Kausji Jamaspji (Bhandari) and Meherji Chandji (Kaka-

ria or Kakalia). It is now more than two hundred years since

Herbad Minocheher Homji seceded, or as his opponents

asserted, was expelled from the Bhagaria Anjuman; but the old

hatred has not yet been extinguished, and its smouldering embers

blaze out on occasions even, as they did only the other day, in

the Anjuman Atash Behram.

+ For this Ahéal vide ‘‘ Cuting’”? No. 432 in this book, p. 22%.

Fortunately, a song specially composed in Akbar’s time, by Tansen, the celebrated mins-

treitof the court of Akbar,—and so certified by Maharaja Sir Surendro Mohun Tagore

Bahadur, Mus. Doc. Oren, of Calcutta, the well-known authority on music in Jndia-

haa been subsequently discovered, in which the non-Zoroastrian musician expressly refers to

the acceptance by God of the fong-bearded Parsi Meberiar’s (Meherjee’s) prayers, resited

in the Imperial Durbar, before fire fed with sandal wood, and tells Akbar that he (Meheriar)

was the flower of the paradise.

For thia important song atid the commentary thereon, tide ‘Cutting’ No. 132 in this -

vook, pe ‘228,
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Of these Bhagarits, the descendants of Meherji Rana have been

for the last three hundred years and more the acknowledged leaders,

and the High-Priests of Navsari have for thirteen generations been

chosen from the members of no other family. It is, therefore, easy

to understand that anything which could be said against Meherji

Rana possessed in the eyes of the opposite party considerable

polemical value, and of course no occasion was to be missed of dis-

crediting him and belittling his achievement. Such an opportunity

offerred itself in 1892, in connection with a Circular issued by

the IsteMr. K. R. Kama and Dastur Jamaspji Minocheherji;

and the Society for the Prosecution of Zoroastrian Research was

vehemently urged to lend its name toa searching investigation

of the matter; but the real object of the agitation was speedily

seen through, and the ‘‘ engineers hoist with their own petard.”

Four years later, another attempt was made under apparently

very favourable auspices and with much ‘‘pomp and circumstance”

at the outset. The noise made was great indeed, but the result

not only belied the sanguine expectations of those who had teken

the cffensive, but proved them to have sustained a disastrous and

shameful defeat.

On the 8th day of August, 1896, Mr. R. P. Kakaria, B.A.,

read before the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society a

paper with the innocent-looking title “ Akbar and the Parsis.”

Mr. Kakaria had, for some time before, conceived the ambition

of passing for an Oriental scholar and historian. He had, conse-

quently, delivered in 1891, before the same Society a discourse on

the ‘‘ Assyrian Relics” in its possession, which he proved, to his

own satisfaction and their wonder, to have been stolen about 1847

from the collection made by A. H. Layard. His blunders and igno-

rance were somewhat harshly exposed at the time, by a writer who

gave himself the name J. 0. Monkbarns, and Mr. Kakaria had the

mortification of having to withdraw his “‘ stolen-property ” sugges-

tion altogether, and to patch up and recast the whole paper. He

next tried his hand at the “Sack of Somnath”, and furbished up
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for the instruction of hia audience several hackneyed passages

from the Persian annalists, which had been used over and again by

James Bird, H. H. Wilson, John Dowson and others. The frigid

reception of these brochures was not a little disappointing, but out

Orientalist was not disheartened. He next took under his

apecial protection the Maratha Shivaji, and tickled his country-

men by vehemently asserting that Grant Duff and Orme, Khafi

Khan and Scott Waring, were all wrong, and that Shivaji had not

murdered Afzal Khan at all, in the true sense of the word. Shivaji

had, it seems, put to use the “ Wag hnakh ” and the “ Bichwah” in

the manner he did, merely because the Goddess Bhavani had

eommanded him, in a dream, to do so, and warned him (also in a

dream) that the cow-eating Mleccha meant treachery. After having

given this remarkable proof of his critical acumen and sound

historical judgment, Mr. Kakaria undertook to shed a flood of light

on the question of Akbar’s ‘‘ attitude towards Parsism”. It was

certain that the Parsee religion and “‘some of its chief doctrines ”

were known to him, but “‘ how far he was influenced and how much

of it he adopted” in his New Faith, was highly preblematical.

This difficult question he now proposed to solve, and he would com-

municate to the Society the results of his own researches into the

matter. It was true thet the subject of the ‘“Lldhi Faith” had

been threshed out by several scholars who had no mean acquaint-

ance with Persian—Vans Kennedy and Wilson, Blochmann and

Rehatsek—and it was unfortunately also undeniable that he himself

was unable to read or construe a single line in that language. But

were there not English translations, and had not Lowe and Bloch-

mann and Dowson given better renderings of all the passages (in

Badaoni, the Ain or the Tabagat-i-Akbari) than any he could him-

self have made, even if he had known the language ? And, above

all, was there not Troyer’s invaluable version of the latter half of

the Dabistan-—that “ famous book ” which deserved to be called a

‘veritable encyclopedia of Oriental religions” ? And ao, Mr.

Kakaria, after indulging ina few preliminary flourishes about

Birbal andthe Brahman Debi and Father Catrou and his own
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friend Mr. Archibald Consteble, who had but recently secured a

manuscript copy of ‘ the complete work of Catrou” (!), plunged

into his subject. It appeared, and this was the very new fact which

Mr. Kakaria had discovered, that the Parsees had a tradition about

& priest of theirs having been called from Navsari in Guzerat to

Akbar’s court, and of his having converted Akbar and even invest-

ed him with the sacred shirt and thread girdle. This person was

named Meherji Rana, and he was said to have “ forced upon the

Emperor’s mind the truth and excellence” of his own religion, by

exposing ‘‘a Hindoo priest, deeply versed in the arts of magic and

sorcery, Jugut Guru by name”, who had, by “ suspending a large

silver plate high up in the sky”, prodaced the optical delusion of

two suns shining at the same time.

The lecturer declared that he had been naturally most anxious

to find some corroboration of this tradition, and had most industri-

ously searched all the most authentic chronicles of Akbar’s reign,

for any reference tothis Meherji Rana or his performance. For

that purpose, he had gone to the “ original sources” and not relied

on the “imperfect translations? of Rehatsek or ‘“‘ the modern

compilations” on which Vans Kennedy and others had relied.

But he had fourid no mention of this‘ miracle’ by sny of the

Mugulman historians. It-was very strange that such a remarkable

event should have been passed over by every one of them, if it had

ever occurred. He was, therefore, forced to conclude that it had

never occurred, and he ielt bound to say that he even had his doubts

about this Meherji Rana’s having ever gone to Akbar’s Court, at

all. His name was not found anywhere in the chronicles; and

even if he was one of those Fire-worshippers from Navsari, who

were mentioned in the Dabistan, it was not at all likely that such

an “obscure priest from a corner of Gujarat” could have borne @

prominent part in the highly-philosophical discussions of the

[baidat Khind’. It was a great pity that the story was not true,

and he was very sorry to have to shatter one of the cherished

beliefs of- his co-religionists; but as a “ critical historian ” he felt it
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his duty to give his verdict against this Meherji Rana, and to

declare that the credit of having explained to the satisfaction of the

Emperor the doctrines of Zoroaster, was really due to the Iranian

Dastur Ardeshir, and not to Meherji at all.

The parade of authorities, the airs of impartiality and the

attitude of a judge who had found the evidence unluckily too

strong for his personal prepossessions, were calculated to throw

off their guard all but a few keen-sighted scholars who

were really conversant with the subject. The first expressions of

opinion were, therefore, not at all unfavourable. Some attempts

were made, it is true, to traverse one or two of Mr. Kakaria’s too-

confident obiter dicta; but they were feeble and inconclusive, and at

best touched only the fringe of the snbject. But on the 24th of

August, there appeared in the Bombay Gazette s letter over the

signature of Edie Ochiltree, Junior,in which the entire question was

handled with a controversial ability, a mastery of details and a

literary power, which aroused universal admiration. All the facts

which Mr. Kakaria had suppressed or distorted, all the blunders

he had perpetrated himself, and all the wrong translations he had

ignorantly taken on trust from others, were now set forth and

commented upon by this writer, with a force and directness which

were simply irresistible, and the entire superstructure of assump-

tions, insinuations a.id sophisms, which he had raised, melted under

the fierce light of Ediv’s penetrating criticism. Indeed, the ‘‘ old

bedesman ” had once more “ prieked a bubble ”, and it had burst.

To this formidable indictment Mr. Kakaria never gave any reply,

for the simple reason that he found it impossible to do so. Conscious

of his defeat and discomfiture on the principal point, he commenced

laying stress on a side-issue, and took as his text the universal igno-

rance and irreligiousness of the Zoroastrians of the sixteenth centu-

ry. He went all lengths in this course, and had even the presump-

tion to leugh at Dr. Geldner for the credulous ignorance he had dis-

played in accepting the forged dates of certain Avesta Manu-

scripts. He further bolstered up his false case by putting forward as
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his principal authomty the egregious © Qissih”’ of two so-called tra-

vellers named Kius and Afshid. Bat here, again, Ochiltree

appeared upon the scene, and in three letters (in which his identity

was but thinly veiled under the anagram J. O. E.), smote his

opponent hip and thigh, in such a style as to compel him to quit the

field.{ Meanwhile, the controversy continued to engross the atten-

tion of the Parsi, Newspapers, which were for months full of attacks

on his position. Mr. Kakaria attempted to reply to some.of them,

and in doing so, allowed his pen to run away him to such an extent

as to call Meherji Rana a liar, an impostor, a charlatan, a Cagliostro

and a braggart. He was also liberal in bestowing other choice

epithets of the same sort on all those who had the audacity and

impudence to challenge his assertions. This was too much for the

exponents ot Parsi opinion ; and the Jém-e-Jamshed, the Kaiser-i-

Hind, the Satya Mitra, the Swatuntra, etc., vied with one another in

expressing their condemnation of the shifts and devices

which Mr. Kakaria had frequently resorted to for saving his

tace. The solitary exception to this chorus of disapproval was

due to the nepotism of the “‘ Bombay Samachar”, which maintained

its ancient reputation for grandmotherly dulness and inanity, by

random and aimless scribbling, which was as “tangential”, almost,

43 poor old Mrs. Nickleby’s conversation.

Gut, while the editors of the Parsi papers were discussing and dis-

puting each in his own way, about the matter, J. O. E. himself was

more usefully occupied. It is now scarcely necessary to maintain his

disguise, and I may as well say ut once, that he was Mr. Shapur-

shah Hormasji Hodivala, M. A., now Professor of History and

Economics at the Bahduddin College, Junagadh, whose deep interest

in, and industrious study of, mediwval Parsi history are now mat

ters of common knowledge. In the hone of finding in the ancient

+ While this controversy was going on, Ervad Minocheher Pallonjee Kutar, B. A.

(L. L. B.), had addressed the well-known Avesta Seholars Drs. West, Geldner and Mills, ou

this aubject, sending them the neceagary cuttings from newspapers. They have practically

concurred with Ochiltree, and given their studied and detailed favourable opinions, which

must prove very useful to other scholars. All these letters have, therefore, been reproduced

in extenso in thie book: vide ‘Cuttings’? Nos. 26, 27, 28, 29, & 80, pp. 73 to 83.
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home of Meherji-Ranas some evidence which was more tangible than:

the vague allusion to the *‘ Navsari Fire worshippers” in Badioni’s.

History, Mr Hodivala paid a visit to Navsari itself, and succeeded

in bringing together a whole armoury of entirely new weapons for

the discomfiture of his adversary. In other words, he succeeded in

obtaining from the late Ervad Hormasji Behramji Dastur-Meherji-

Rana, Desaiji Pestonji Khurshedji, etc., several original docu:

ments relating chiefly to the Inam of 2u0 Binghas which had been

originally bestowed upon Meherji Rana, and subsequently increased

to 800 Binghas, in behal€ of his son Kaikobad. Of these papers,

there were several hundreds, and the task of deciphering, interpret-

ing and selecting them was by no means easy. But it was perform-

ed single-handed by Mr. Hodivala; and all the most important

documents were transcribed and translated for publication in a

monograph, which he had, at the urgent request of many friends,

undertaken to write on the subject. This promise he was un-

fortunately prevented from fulfilling ty “ill health and other

adverse circumstances’. Meanwhile, the attention of Miss Menant

had been drawn to the controversy raging in the Parsi Newspapers,

and she had addressed several inquiries on the subject to Shams-ul-

Ulama, Ervad Jivanji Jamshedji Mody, B. A., who in his turn

requested Mr. Hodivala to give him the benefit of his special

knowledge of the question. After several consultations and

interviews, in which the whole case was elaborately explained to

Ervad Jivanji and full notes taken of all the literary, historical

and documentary evidence which Mr. Hodivala had first laboriously

brought together, Ervad Jivanji desired to read a paper cn the

subject, before the Bombay Branch of the Hoyal Asiatic Society,

if Mr. Hodivala would lend him the most important of the

documents which he possessed. This that scholar consented

to do with characteristic self-denial. Ervad Jivanji was also

furnished by a gentleman who had followed the entire controversy

since its beginning, with the greatest zeal and most intelligent

interest, an exhaustive collection of “ Extracts ” from all the

Newspapers in which this subject had been mentioned.
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Thus primed and fully equipped, Ervad Jivanji set about his-

task, and read onthe19th of December 1991, in the Society’s

Rooms at the Town Hall, the elaborate paper on “The Parsis at the

Court of Akbar and Dastur-Meherji-Rana”, which may be said with

truth to contain a most convincing and exhaustive statement of the

case for Meherji Rana. Al] those passages which had been put

forward by Ochiltree and others of the protagonists, and which they

had for obvious reasons been obliged to quote only in the briefest

possible manner, are here set forth in the original, translated and

illustrated with an almost over-abundant fulness and superfluity

of detail, All the minor arguments to which they had been pre-

vented, for want of space, frcm doing full justice, or which they

had not thought worthy cf very serious attention, are here labo-

riously worked out. All the chronological pointa in the discussion

are, by the mere force of untiring reiteration, made clear to the

meanest understanding. Above all, about a dozen of the invalu-

able documents which were discovered in Navsari arc here trans-

eribed and translated and reproduced in facsimile. It is probably

true that there are several small points about which scholars would

find it hurd to agree with Ervad Jivanji; but they are all inci-

dental, and have little or nothing to do with the main issue. And

it may be maintained with confidence that thia valuable contribu-

tion to the Society’s Journal is a crushing reply to the fallacies

and misrepresentations contained in Mr. Kakaria’s paper.

The general feeling after the paper was read appeared to be, ag

a member expressed it, that Mr. Kakaria had been ‘‘pulverised”.

The latter, however, rose and with his habitual modesty declared

that it would be exceedingly easy for him to refute upon the spot

every thing that had been said that evening, that he was pre-

vented from doing so only by the lateness of the hour, and that

he would take an early opportunity of utterly demolishing the

Shams-ul-Ulams. It is now fifteen years since that minatory

promise was made, but it has not yet been fulfilled. It is, therefore,

not too much to suppose that Mr. Kakaria’s protracted silence is
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@ convincing proof of his impotence, and that heis not ignorant

himself of the impossibility of the task.7

The members of the Meherji-Rana family are not unmindful

of their deep obligations to Shams-ul-Ulama Dr. Ervad Jivanji

for the labour and pains he has not spared on their behalf; and

they will always prize “The Parsis at the Court of Akbar

and Dastur Meherji-Rana ” as a lasting tribute to their glorified

ancestor. Many of them, however, have now for many years felt

that an even truer measure of the depth of the Parsi sentiment on

the subject of Meherji Rana, and the place which he occupies in the

hearts of his countrymen, is to be found in the hundreds of contri-

butions from all sorts of persons and places with whieh the Parsi

Newspapers were overwhelmed after Mr. Kakaria’s ill-judged and

ignorant ‘attack. They have, therefore, resolved to publish and

thus permanently preserve tho invaluable collection of Extracts

made by Mr. Kharshedji Manekji Shastri (Nariman), which has been

already referred to, and to distribute copiesof the samein all

important centres of Parsi population, They believe it to bea

-duty that they owe to their deceased ancestor, and their only regret

is that they have delayed so long in performing it.

DyapGaon-AKRANI

( Kuanpesu ),

** Khordadsal,” 1286 A. Y.:

16th September, 1916 A. D. J Dastur-Meherji-Rana.

¢ Dara S. Dastur Shapur

1 Having been recently compelled, as it were, to give his decided opinion in this matter,

but having not the moral courage to ackowledge his mistakes, Mr. Kakaria has cut a very

miserable figure, by trying to insult the intelligence of his readers: vide para2 of my

Foot-Note on ‘‘ Cutting ’’No. 34-C in this book, p. #

See also the Gujarati Introduction (lena) of this book, in which this and other new

aoatters have been reviewed at some length.
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ADDENDUM.

a Ge

After the Inrropuction was printed, it came to my notice

that an important history of Akbar by the well-known historian

Mr. Vincent A. Smith, M. A., L.C.S. (Retired), M. R. A. S., was

shortly to be published; I therefore considered it advisable to

delay the publication of this book, with a view to see what opinion

Mr. Vincent holds as regards Dastur Meherji Rana’s visit to

Akbar’s Parliament of Religions. This book has now been

published, and it is gratifying to find that the learnded author

fully endorses the views expressed by Dr. Jivanji Mody.

He saya:

‘*Akbar’s principal teacher in Zoroastrian Jore was Dastur

Meherjee Rana, a Jeading mobed or theologian from Nausari in

Gujarat, then the principal centre of the Parsee priesthood in India,

whose acqutintance he had made at the time of the Siege of Surat in

1573, when the imperial army was encamped at Kankra Khari.

Even at that early date Akbar was so eager to learn the mysteries

of Zoroastrianism, tkat he extracted all the information he could

from the Dastur, and persuaded him to come to his court in order

to continue the discussion. It is not clear whether the Dastur ac-

eompanied Akbar on his return to the capital in 1573 or followed

him later, but the Parsee scholar certainly took part in the debates

of 1578, and went bome early in 1579.”

He calls Dr. Mody’s book “the excellent and convincing

treatise’, and observes that the author ‘“‘refutes by an absolute

demonstration the shallow criticism of R. P. Karkaria”.*

“For exhaustive extracts from Mr. Vineent’s book vide ‘' Cutting’’ No, 34-J of this

book.
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Famous non-Zoroastrain historians and scholars like Dr.

Maury,! Mr. Beveridge? and others,’ uphold Dr. Jivanji’s opinions:

and Mr. Vincent’s opinion is a coup d’état to Mr. Kakaria’s dog-

matism. It is but natural that the quiet and unassuming Dr.

Jivanji would now come out and take note with ‘‘excusable satisfac-

tion” of the favourable opinions of these scholars.’

Shams—ul-Ulama, Ervad, Dr. Jivanji Jamshedji Mody,

B. A., Ph. D., C. I. E., ig & well-known all-round “Athornan” scho-

Jar of the ‘‘Rome of Parseeism” the home of Dastar Meherji

Rana—gracing with his white turban the chair of the Secretary

to the Trustees of the Parsee Panchayat Funds; and I should

not miss this opportunity to congratulate him on behalf of the

Dastur-Meherjee-Rana farily and of the whole Athornan Anju-

man, for his scholarship having been further appreciated by Gov-

ernment in the recent bestowal upon him of the high title of the

“Companion of the Indian Empire”, his unostentatious nature

having declined to accept a public address from the whole AdA-

ornan Anjuman of Bombay.

Varcua’s AGIaRi,

Hornby Road, Bombay,

August 14th, 1917 A. C. Dastur-Meherjee-Rana.

Dara S. Dastur Shapur

1--Prof. Dr.'G. Bonet Manry of the University of Paris. For his opinion vide ‘‘Cutting’’

No, 34-A of this book.

2--Mr. H. Beveridge, I. C. S, (Bengal) Retired, For his opinion vide ‘' Cutting ’’ No.

34-B of this book.

4~——Dr, L. Gray of the Columbia University, writting to Dr. Jivanji about his book in

November 1903, says: “It is careful, convineing and interesting study onthe Navsari Parscea

atthe court of Akbar. + + + 4- It seams to me impossible to doubt your resulte.”’

For the opinion of Madamo Joachim Menantof Paris ride the black-typed portion of

‘* Cutting ’’ Na 34-H of this hook. This whole ‘‘ Cutting ”’ is interesting to the Parsees, being

the French lady’s ‘‘ stray recollections of a trip’’ to Navsari.

4—Ervad Jivanji Mody is delighted to review the favourable opinions of these savants in

to-day’s jasue of the Jum-e-Jamshed, while making a novel suggestion to preserve the memory

of Dastar Meherji Rana in view of this day being his 326th death anniversary; ( vide Goja-

eati ‘‘ Cutting’ No. ace }
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SAS TH mruh Arege augediell aqedad sla, Bad wen aezefl sara HA

EA Ukeavy all sisaig’ sin “ weal uoi-sAlAa Biry’ ag’, wa

AQ yra dain sdldv a egedl B, wd dai sai riaaa aen atevel

wird ae,”

mi Bie UP, Raia Asis ara yrlal wl Wea ud el.

Wye ew WEE Hl Tua Aleards Adel yowdl euve em, Al

BHM Vaddey sola (salou), fl. BW, BW Ry, Rudi az ech,

eri afl ws A uaa (aiaui sivs Hard dadelell srarni ail

Sl. an Rai aiaat wor, Al ssl Boner aac sid wa

SSlsd By wy argell Anaad doa “on vad)” ua maga ose sz

dl, $2As Sst Seais sowai Raga wBiausaai wWoai gi, Wa aq.

wal War sega AB war aiaRAeal asain Bed Al 2. }. AAA

at, Al. ssQlou R oud Daa saa yvge aD via yaa

Far vale att, Argent Scivell Tsay Uq sted. way all spew

ci omy sedi ti; mA Rialg’ euwg sla Arey wee dag Uetig’

Wd Agu mse ofl ev, BRR marl Rar. eaiyqgedlR® agarari

ct SAR ore KMBai “ Rousavnai’? (WA, ui Gou AAa|r aggi agg, weve

Arar miata (4A, wa vadiedl aA visor Aum Sux Mad] wna

A Feels onal oflael Gur cub wrvg ale. wh add
WVry Weel ty WA Asal sua aie WAL gal, WA aaoy’ eg %,

walls sing Mein sea wai afl sisuy aarglugll aged ¥ yar

G14 AA 2M, WA isizdt WHA a Vary da Rrai Add siv wa vere
Gani mill wl “eMedia via Hongo” aimell Fare Wry wAA
Aa vapoy’ og B MEMRA vail ull yA arena eege
ASVEy War eile, Woy FrrArerauens eege Way tat got. Viel aswect
sini Aa vaicy’ eq’ B, asvirdi “Rousdvidiai ayer ager adil
via Wiel GU ad) aswel Y AYA “ eHeaid "ai va
BAGUAL vya BER una wGAGA Aaa wR sai asd;
MAD ASU FY RAHA ar AAA sata B de lar vad onal
WMA WA BUS B;, wea @ alS Ud F yrudal As wyainia Rs
wot ARs Ad wars wa asAae seal alir wa a edlar rag
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bal ase Be, Al asad AL ven wel way WA aaiRu wa Glaywlg’
vfled” Arde ated UG $2 BW, YP way daqadlar Bs meugul Rural

mi Wd Rise B," eee HS Wer Eugl urgar aig, ARig’ oA

Bratt BAM WAG’ arawa’ We Ld, sid wy aA are, well

ave, dal wi dy wari segs meFay Seal gsc gal, ta wz

Sarr Bs Bextd Fe, duel yaar view WMA iarvarai aoa
Sc, all MRZARwy AW oy’ wuatoy’ og’, Wa wumaard) dag Ha sf
ef, WA aul dag Gay” ad F ABey we ovr yg Be A wy
“CAR Agaeuge ge wad ayeal gs aur MM Ba Ry a
3dl tsi AG’. aq ada Gur aaadinia watever ell aevaiulel a RR
ot mA Rela wig aad sid givd ud abdadag ad’, wsoi®

vatal BMA wir gv Weta yasriell wugellBia Arar ¢s
wy AL wR sid sig’ Fine asd al Ba MWA, AA daiell
Umar Mara war gel. -~ Hig yy F By wguled awvoll B”

mu Gurl wold WAM daw gercidl adurwadod aaarll

yrs ase aidlad, Pui HExey war Arye AAs aged aa (agua

MSR Ul Gat, Ya Wai“ die Ochiltree Junior” aa “J. O.

B41 tmegu San, Awyee Al sede cla Mai ar ssise AA ysat

SRA EUR AMG ugar avai, FA avnsieell BARell ayaa aaa

AMA HH neal raf Scots Bay, We Wesae lleeae aa gise2 aa

Wedel wed mesa au arly gl all ssClaaa® asue seat Ws aly

gah Soy sd AY, aaaedl di yrriad ws WA ug’ ag’. WA “gRV-R-

SOMA MME” dtHAl nad gait ant Ter ad waroy’ } Binal

_ oF Alou Meg ode AY sy BF, A GMa Frey als, Wer setts oraisdla
Bova WFR AUYRUG GRAY Quan, 2, BW dat Pia As wlag ww vied,

Sell Wy ML eH FAR U2 Weal alle Huge B, AA Pa giant “ oradied

Aa Hy sed Weel”? atH ode UD aA adi daly HL MH aR

Hime ard TAD fra) wars Ba eaorell asaeeat Bane sh Dare ape aera

SQA HWHAL Viele Yeerted Ales samel ova grag’ wee wld Bey Geared ad B,

t Pu A” Ce geaetar wal o@heflaig’ Bes aigeia stale B. A aiztai aq

LHS B, aang MA se Sev aS, oa AL svflaar Worl arwa’e aeae aaa aa

sraral mucdt Ga de awd “ayodal oat adie’ ata x Yad ae a oded UL th,

25 HL gai 163% AL EH AL BY ad ore Taste So we (A avuBel aye asar aia

ogi BL AMAL BWAAL AMIEL doe 22B-Aw-VWy, )

Maa ABA FAL BWiwAr ol B, At As ermG WBS, ariaar agar wa
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udlui avudui wen avorefl aiaig ? ag’, VM Arr Red var

ait fl asc all! au aseied’ Wisin voll Bey Cla Bvusaal wey’ eR

Al. sea crea” F aRanDredl ayaeal aye w@ div das vaio
MYR (AA Adee seal “ eaa’r dadiviada wa gsdella 7 fl dict!)

Aa Uelel wagour lel geany Gievs7ll yonoy’ B, “ Gaet Vua Wear

widl ase al. aA Meade A ele aA aaa wea BE, A RA

Bey ad.” (ogi ay Aoudlal wAa Saye grad ew wake <3,
Bawa a Bazar quar) wo lg. B. AAA dager MB Berle ad’,

aut Al, sedan wean adlbi ql ada Al, Al Guy Aull dussiwell
Gadl waa: at, Reda al’, wy Wearh atear vflevatedi uowaai, “ava

aad.” ysla, Bs “adieu via? Gu audl ada, welll yore 2

HWH Usted UlAa 2A AWA DBeayl ary sie Dal] yortoy”

od. @ fala wma & ait audi By way F gai gas

wide Wan wasia, d (alae MA a gal ae yell Bren,
afdaralldler Fy SewRe an®, A Bear aad ad B! afl.

wsdl wai adiasel WRreg atold gsvlltal wa AR WV

Baler aC’, WY Ast vRAAAtal wy dla wg eee Bal ulus

yyy? (gee, “aad’a”, ((8e) “wesis? aR NUR wigdiscir

ana wA aaa gia sla Bh “Sauaua aadlmada ar Bia

at Aidel Gsteat Wa Wel qi Ral Hel al B vedi wf mw

UdveH SYA Sra Ba ai, Al sada RW oneswlBia, ware wuad
wid YQ all asl aly.t awe al sadied, awe aia Ure

BAHL HBL WAAL FAL Hla ARMA ea beat” uae UH PA abel Lee audi

i, wedi sty aXe wa geey’, we dty, Bord Dis SB xReL B, A

sUtdeletL ARMA YL WM Mel sil, aad vA Behl ofler sad) ow a. Usle

WR Big ey Hai wUuraaredl Uigaey seal rf, AWA Gime “lei sug? ( Paaere

weg Va ye dleaige Ula, Wide aide A aretdid Pay wel duaiell vse

$4 Sula, A Yeas dad Wee said ael etalal iey. Me Bas a1 fid-Ea

Hard BH wl ewisa wert adi, dam We Bi Fug Wa seve sea anv

AMAA WA Heald 22, Bieaor ale, Yer A Brgd woke Weanl ourdl yer oy

Rea gl

auth C. Bid gtd sR Wien wR Del caimal BH s@enal | avai? GH

gid wer eva" a ag’, aa a Syd at aural A ones etvie bare U1. bse Aare
wana sll edi!

Tooqmie min AML al “ edin ” oe 9, 12, 16, 17, 18, 20, 64, se, 0, ce,

C8, C9, EE, 12, USER, USE.

“40. estou’ ale OR ewe ae ay fe 8; Aaa awqHil abla waa awa
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UM a SAA, dlr Arey awpanBAR cua wr Udi sel

aladt seri, Udig’ “nade” mse sedi ss B 3; “wy 4

ma FP DP agai sq a yad Mwdingd wala @ any’ wv,

mil dai Begs seat ae CA aA ‘Mayeal dav aad Baad
Soret "ui Me UA, weal Weed YA Mell wag Wud Y Aa

dHi Morte Med] B, Adi A Ws nergy ad} <ea_-— (4 ad yds,”
AH, AW-e- TEE Jf ABey Ug Agua’ Uclig’ Ha Rag Hd al’, de WAL

Rage) eidai ga aad al; wy Reg’ adi vqiag’ ASR }, Utcig’

mya aung “Bee sal ai”? Aaladlai “veda” aul sual

P aid Rag s2B, dasa Wd B. waa qwg “ewe wig Gesar "al

Hh VU-C-VCEE te WSL (AGA gdlr” aoe 2) wwy’ B dai wa

Raadai vTani WW su Baul ad BeBe a. ww-eeieee

ai HAD HB” (og Dy sslr aoa 6) i oP YP yA acnaaai wae B,

a wal yudia Radel vetaui A ssa ynyy gad All w,

egud Wild Mal Uy du sy” B.

Gug SmadRen” wry Us, MeV W vi ase sy” ¥:

8d Uz oly avid Arey waa wsu® WA sail wala aasgell
aus ad, wa dat MAYA Al, olleg aya zasu® wel aloud) aa

vfley aah MA BVvitrgl ay gqudm sf, 1 Ay zg MA ore

wy Bel B." (MA vUMe di. iw-e-1¢ee—agM sdlar aie €a),

oflari nad, vq eld asd Vail sgaadh AAA as MA BL anYeL B
«Reda Bdle)e "A WMA-A "gh Woy Bsuy’ Wl Ase Madd aud aad’,

UWHovatett Sir sy Bs; eyalar AAR—A yer AAA mash all. Feais Warai wiv reta-

aul awl day UL ad raat 3; PAYAL yds AHA aeflev aga aa

“a g ema ade HN” fh aia Abid Yor Gant Gar, ARG’ 2X ond

wigs MAR EA ay B; Arougpd vaia als Aro esa may’ aq wy
Arai a0, and gata Bei Fa RaW By wviwn oma Fag

tier SNA DSReo Wa AA Asya auWa waa wa layed) @usaN naar w/

8; Aa Aro Wartia WI Aud waa Aas Bul ade Vara arc Sail AU

wiRaL AA ASer Wet ala Hla wtee Mwai Hes MAMA EVBQA wuz aeig
Hel Ree ABA aiou Cz amy a WM Mal sid, eage Ado rensueg ear

Bd arian erai, A vied aid Mas Here Avo ata oferuadad Ward eg wa
al awl B, a2, AR” anas wd As A WAHL stead OME wa, A wa 41,
SoCal HL Ha Ue AaB,

t adi “aly” dor Ue,
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May adv avid ose aval, daa ysVara caiell gall aul omseat

Bud vidie szM ud gel; Wo Revell avuat 34 eVaraai dag A ou

yl etea 8S agld wang a, siaqy } Gua widl sydd yer

Aa Reidel ana oy Ae ad. sud ausl aidl mda aidla

Aime tQDU At Wav arseat AV}, Wu Agee caged val dal val-
al aia Vidly, WA del del Ute orettadl Biel MAAR.

US GA or, ML Wa Wiel QA acfrayarai all aiol yg Wl wel

fla aaaen YA, War Bae lisia aaa WE yordell weet Wenader (aaa,
yell AFedl, AA otal WAdidme WAY Mian (sis2e) Ave gary
HARE Ad oll. W. Rua Rwds Ruel yews aon aay

DH ouvig Sug As A aia WHAx Al. ayes Geway Bdlan, Ba.

R.A yan sf oy YQ W Rsnil avuia (aga dy sea ai idl oc;
ad wdi Ray Rone Gur Bs AA Arudl Arad aa isl eh

Wa SH Beg’ he Yaa seq’ Asi lawellp sid ay ell ak acl Qeaai

adi, Gaiam seaig’ arua’e sy aani gadail wmaai Very wrzedl

onridei Bell Gae Beadle WeAlAal VRUG, mnfldi Rea wexall ong,

Ala AAs Rae Gaqea uel, day wee AR oie all Sdendel
ma Wr, P Gurl Whar Baim wa dagedl yaaa saad Av-
ag srani aul el, P ale wd) agaqa AWA wWuaHl ward awh
acl, wa ale gagevell Sedls dlc aia; Arey aeuefl oie aell

T warudai on AUT sratell WA Marl adi 2aZU AF av, A awa wR
Ati @Micti ML Agia og GUI Ws WA AY, atid WAAL MAA awa Reais

sda” AeA AM, Raga waa Ural HA vg® vw edly Y Und RB wai

MGA HAL ASU Ht ovata MA WMA aye Gati—

“ Paris, 18th Dec. 1896.

“68, Rue Madame.

“* Duar SIR,

“T have duly received your letter of the 7th November and I

hope you will kindly excuse me if [have not yet answered it. My

father was very ill (influenza) on the very day it reached me; so

that it is only last week that I was able to take up my work and read

at leisure the interesting cuttings from the Indian papers.

‘You are right to say, Sir, that I have sought to obtain informa-

tion in every quarter and from people of every shade of opinion. I

was extremely desirous to have full information about Meherji Rana’s

visit to Akbur, and I have already written to M. J.J. Modi, my father’s
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mmrrerel arate A Gur Re Wi yeas Arardl Ueyw aiaar B ongR

Raga aaag sl, P Sul RB Revig WWRaawgR® (ate al.

BAanAa awl, MA AR well una ondls Cardi orl 2B dedi
wuvg ada Rein wa Gael, dd Baca’ we Gay” agit a real

HAme ve]sr a (EA, “aug wWsieell eran Url, Wa sage

WMWeey woe”? Ro uamni Ben aad wm Rudi ai®i wa

Fg w2Qr dct, Pai Whar BAamR aa Aell sida Ssarder
AM agua mals Sagralls age Audi seadarll aged dry audled

eAlAeh yaar sravi wmioy’ gg Fr eBay wera wad wa!
MUMAGI Yat Cage Meare FR a dar -W esgewa ai aQ wars

yas veirild ’ ala we-Bin wl va Riaraarai woz als
dul wel Ral wdai yada welRiai ew worl wag a dd’

Msurza vad wt wyrad aad wetlBiv—aA dell AR

old friend and my faithful correspondent about this matter. I am
daily expecting his answer. I have a full confidence in M. Modi’s

impartiality and soand oritieal jndgment.

**T’]l be extreme] bliged, dear Sir, if you will kindly send me

also such explanation ,can furnish me with,I am a friend of the

Parsi community, and take a» great interest in matters of such high

importance.

‘* My father and I both join in sending you our sincerest regards.

Yours very gratefully,

D. MENANT.”

M. DAVAR (? DARA) 8. DASTUR.

Wilson College, Chaopatee, Bombay.

t “gel ag Ai eage Aggy woud ay gil Far HB Feats ‘Fai sas’ A

MASA etith MISE Viel RAL Oa, PHL AL amaar WE HA RA «ay ve

Aa vovaa Me. SrMdamRW® AA Bs wearal FAN aim, AN wee wa Hedle

Ql, VERA WA ail, AN Guy As nvya wa Arehdl vara tial wy'en

WRA sala asae sO, Re ay Army yaar as A wh wen ys cay

wa Qist aad UA wadal WAL VWrrig, saaye Yee Ma Rarfl wig

APUA Brse goddwoA W wird ovltl, del Gur ladl Faw sMa ad Baed

‘Ma? WAN B CagB odRovudle, at. 3-s—teevy ).

“au ote AR GAN BQ, Aad ASHUQ Was NA wim yard, daw az

Bra Weal yah, way’ Vy awzsd ysaig aia MiFae Alaina a a.”

( Ud AAAs dt, Laro-teer),
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ASL TYR SRY Vajoy a: (Gel ovat WA etge ASrey yy dav

Aage ridt taal avaquani amidiaid aurdl stead Aosta gti:

Away ARig” vided Minar aIQ’ ed’, ABs

YE Ay aged ABA ABaey wu-wmyazar oaflde Vaid, 2
way, dad, Bd al Bsiq aa BL aA Weua a aigM wWyReR
WIA wo-Uo azafl aid Gur MSA act, Da Al. ssCe evatoy’ eq’.

Uy Mi Baar awa Ra's ade wmivel Bs cay azul aa Sue

(ULE A. ov. WHER Bal) avuAdl As Trudi wag’, ye alg Wyre
Yate MA wil ereud Gag maadsiz Gai aedtBa asqTM (6 wrgar”

UAL Heigl’) AS ergy’ Maieeig” Ue * gag ba" ag; PA lanai ad

FT mr BU vovgr VArualar ovaui sur 3; (Vol: xxi, pp. 69—245.)

ASRep WU ValeteiMAL aegal wal USAAL MAL spldal aq Budrai aR

Saal wena, AAA Wed aa Ag BAMA Yee Mal MHA wads cin

WA, A sTAMA AWA AMgid eG’ MRAG Biawio wry Ue Gur
Brat rciaed Qou sraig’ WAR digud Ysa” 6”, dat eter Wars War wri

Rake aaa, UL sear FQ cua UM GA We el A FMA wry dq. Vs's

coal i Rnd Wl atraMar yeu AVA iA aa, P YB aain As HA A,

sai 3G dd 3, “Mr. Karkaria you are pulverised.” (“Hl s3dlen, arr

wat aS wir 8”)

MHL 2b AIR evepag’ sdYA F ail 3. 5 AAA Wrual wtetetdetr Were aN vs

MRAM A WDE Uel vigev Aad all adi. Healy ela JaatvAai wl ssLlavay

A mar wa wala aid Hee aye oY alos Wa war arael sail B del aA

242 PAA, BAL Wieeter ARsAl a. Hd o> sipad AL, ss vai Gai, a sera

BI YT Nar wecti WA Ad Wisi aieai asl; vel alah Ada Aueidd a Wei Radi

al. WAdai Add wel ay od, AA dies BWA s al WIBIHL Gatd Ysy’ Gg.

Cai sla daz or),

t mi wyed Rana wis ogdt AL Ydsg Wid 1392. AML Varad Vel MAai ara

Baya wid URAL WL. 322. MA t.

@ mayer uae AT BRL AL YRdsd Ug 302. Ai Wat Val Az eigug wae

509 Usle, Arndt Matt, AAW ws a x. ad case al awidl Be Bueaisl Fae

ALi mALoy’ BD. AL Ue {SOND nay” ame Faerai Hug Giaid Ula ay Ge Sze

MA A rales WAML SULLALR ALT MARA, “2M Bie SoMa” al tylar Ware’

WL. Bari Saawe ~wrwlew ( MAT Saw) gat ( ast Slay a’o1y 13%.) AL a

AbAnl DGor FB, Bra orvutg Marca” asf Usd.

4h, Ws Neg Wad, P “BWiacdta Wl” ai ouag B, Aa wa Wa aswi aia-
AR Der WWIG WL. LEGAL Gal. BH BMT Mad WZ QA AL Yas ig’ RS.
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Guz wef aid) MUAzad eel. ygdBiai Aigsi ory seats Bq Beals
Madey W ouydell aka, (VA waded Wei aid S@STUALAL Agl-

tod UF BWA Riga ade sg Gue Auda dager afenua yor
GU, Par vari we adiu® Sua Base au dev (eaB ave (ma yw-

ABN mirtevell) eveyioy’ og SA utd Gece tidBag ay asq’ Bs (yA VU

Ueddq" Yigg 322. )

Mee gayya andt vam wucti Al, ssivud vay’ og 3,

Al. Adel asad wey gy GNyA quai SQ Uy; Ya du sedi

wand sell val, dl gd olen nwa Guz yacc wey wy, adiR. ens,

Moye? Aawadel a. 13- rio (A UAL Rss Ant, Adi Vd eZ Red
Aaaes (Sisex) 21d AL. ss~ionad AR meuaeli dag WA syarad ae
al, Ue Aad vane WA gd FMS lee day Wert var ray

SRO. (gt slr” ere 1Ee) Uy A olley SOYAicta WO BLP Iw dU
ae aval wedi, A “rad’a dad wmagaan’” Wie ASAld SrSar? Sxl oe

B, Y Gell Bf aguid sied, A alan (aad) aa.

auf, Usual alla Wei, eel Fea rmeowall wyAMdla g TA

Bad aidl Biv onierA aaidl Alu Weed Auda aaa ear

mani mranell ADL ma yg Usdl, a Bere eagey ux Disehi

GAL A Sue] AGA © uigisiugs BWR WA | qe Hereg eee (AV wix_rH

da g Wal Fie” Akai Haun Sse As ol Raurdi Gudley Aiaiadl ya-

BA AL. 13-9-te0o3 A (eA GFA gal, wri aay year Hy oq B:
WSR YPAATA wt Ariodaediy Wsal Sega WEY seyley gall. Vagelley

way Suxell, as udl “gee”? Hd ang oto well Feareell

Ms eregell ural Sl qi: visory yea WMA UM get AMR sisarud
ALAN AVY eA ciefl aa Wedl yarsia US elit Anov asui® gacll

t gage USI Zeal dada Avil 2g shone, Paige Aaya HRA Weta Aeraa
MA DV ale oe Maal oer Be afar aa we anseiRey Ql MM eas, AsQ Ace

Zenda Ware ate MEN MEA Rs ail qRM wreori We aida VW AYA any

HAG. Wet WMH Ayal, URAL Etge FRlous QA Bo ¥ ceal® Adttuge ws

Urdri Mutts A VASA al Hi, MP ae ons Ase alGa A arnerdd yatsia cai

C yrari) AE afl, AR AQ dad da wal ( Aa-A- ae”) erst ay’ wy ed’

A aay Uc Wa Avi wid ad Fa Ga. Ader yse AA dicala Gar wai, wEeai

AMA AMA agtler FAL ARI Gas, A aa BWA Sara Yer Viatett outa, WA eal Ase

aR Daw “Bear” wed Gus Aetiaa sa wa azgrtov Ve edt, az,

PAL dicted 4 SL ALM ke RAS RUA WEL ANH Gta BIN IML B —-B gacte
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we viel ed, az.

mi BAA uy R Barada vai sud B: (Vol. xxi, pp.

537—551.) Me VALAQu TAs eu UM RB ws Mae WAAL Gune wedi,

WIgH (qater Rg wi. 2. armies ay mR Syd sag wa ag 3: “ea

Av Ha Ui Alar Atel sto1ey 8, iar Biclaney al. US-Ut-rety 4 Ra yaued
edie dal Bin said Ase VIM MMe Brdi, MST o1ateNt GAL WIE RAB

Here titel trad Morea By Dar wArAME SWE Ya Act CUBA Dy wel sptev

aU ovpley’ Gg FAN (eV ASrET) YA Horgedl aPNe Wes Vy UM |@dl, WA

A mag HRAter AWA Ase eit Fused AU, fed aula eat ( ASeo Wop )
WRAL ASAT Wissel AAA Wyrzy saarel AHA Wels Gay Ya Rratea gat,

Me Wey AHA Us guar Hla Barua sled. Bas ahah oq’ Faw aad xl'at

WA Sl, AL ster Arete Rresz ONT“ LTR wise We oma Agar” g’ ae
B, Ad v EUR Cleedl cdo, gf, B. TUVA LD MyM awd, FH meni maorwe Wa

MaHl ay aifla A asa Hvga Mea ay sd ea, wA yovria Hiari Yard

GE¥d BWA ed Wawel Vad wa DF qyovrida A adi Vieais WA Roto WEA

Bs FU. LHe SUI Wmuear UM acl; (agRe fH ovndle a. 2o~14-1e vy).

HL SHEL eg’ We, ALM Ad read af USA 3, WICH EBGRe Aw agai ot]

Os, AMAL UdAMd Far rset dwiay Avia etuani Fat dear AR RW ayarr

MAUL AE OA WAG geadey wa WA SMa Gver Had Sani aout Mat.

WAL ERaldey Yer Bs Wl stot Gat, Pell GUI Moy Ae os, wa aaah; wr a Sa.

Vooo fl MAMA Aura Garey ASR, Aavleatr angry Avas Atl ( avaay Abn

PALL SUSMeaL Tse UST A |iSiVl Vitel auciay otis Mates GUA HVA B wy sur

sO BE, aad A FUG Asgirzd Age wowiay (sell AUB aw" P wiz AR

TAAHER Gl, AS Gea AA ag] ca Wea) Msi ov Awad ararai anew

Sat. Aaa aD BE “sie ( Hele ) RSto (qe )AR ud-da BA Wa usage

Vlora stl ori atl AYA You. Bisaeiz ar ete B, wa AR Ags otyg’ F

bist, CRBs) fe eT yar MA.” cra WAL Thoueed sar aQtd Ws wie (Esta) av

AMAL AVY” Gg: Cod tl vARe, tt. Vo-dt—-Very),

mL War AULD Ag’ mricig’ AS USAF GUT ovatig’ Busy Wael Re ero We

AIA Gets HWY’ Gd. CAL “WAN MALL” WL. Ber onnoia GURL HIGH Barthes

WYRE TOMA Geet eager ode AMI AZ eB “aardlar Arar Zawal irs

AN,” WL 2 AULD BWiaUAW aaa’ —eur % a UL. 102-3, AM BB UY

gH Al susie © History of the Parsis’—Vol. II p.7; Aner plat seu ard

a8 My Refi “Les Parsis’? Vol. I. Anew, Wor Bari work waren

MEPAB A Tage sl wear Au As q_Be “ural Agi” WU. to).

Aafor BAR, e*G—TAew Proued wa D Buariaver worl qani wd’ Wy!

G1, 77 AAS ALAR ZUG avila Zit Ws Cong Tra Weel Was asGi ural maa WwW
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WRU By BE WSs AqMey wnsizA wR wel gd” (aR vade,
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this subject.’’—-Foot-note on p. 3.
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DASTUR MEHERJI RANA.
AND

THE EMPEROK AKBAR.

A complete collection of the controversy

conducted in the press.

No. 1.

( The Limes of India, 24th December

1892.)

In Akbar’s Dream, a beautiful little

poem which gives its name to his

posthumous volume of verse, Tenny-

son has chosen for poetical treatment

the very interesting subject of Akbar’s

religious opinions, whose originality

and liberality mark out that great

monarch from the whole host of the

Mahomedan rulers of this country.

It has been remarked by Gibbon that,

though the title of ‘‘ the Great” has

been bestowed by history upon several

tulers, yet in the case of Charlemagne

alone has it been actually embodied

in the name, But Akbar is another

instance of this, for this name, by

which Jelal-ud-Din Padshah is univer-

sally known, means ‘‘the greatest.”

And he was great not only by reason

of his brilliant conquests and the

military lustre which he shed on the

throne of the Moghuls, nor even on

account of his far-reaching political

and financial. reforms. What gave

him his chief claim was a religious

policy tolerant and enlightened be-

yond the prevailing conceptions of

his time and people, In this respect

he was in advance not only of the

great Oriental conquerors and rulers,

bnt of some renowned potentates of

the West. Ti was but natural thai

the great but fanatic Mahmud of

Ghazni should use his conquesta as

instruments for extirpating the ‘ in-

fidels ;” and thus, though a greater

general and conqueror, he stands ona

lower pedesial than Akbar. Akbar’s

religious toleration and openminded-

ness might have put to shame the

bigotry of ‘such a monarch as Louis

le Grand, who came on the scene one

century later than Akbar, Perhaps



Alexander the Great, who had also like

him to rule over peoples of alien re-

ligions, approaches nearest to him in

the matter of religious toleration;

but Alexander’s toleration was owing

to religious apathy rather than to en-

lightenment, whilst Akbar was toler-

ant to all religions and sects from

conviction, and was very keenly inter-

ested in religious inquiries. Of all

Hastern monarchs he was the only one

who refused to acquiesce in the reli-

gious opinions of his fathers, and with

an open mind proceeded to examine

all religions to find out the true one.

He used to the full his splendid oppor-

tunities as the paramount ruler of the

land, renowned from the earliest times

for metaphysical and religious inqui-

ry, and the birth-place of two of the

three greatest religions of the Hast.

He had a building erected in Futeh-

pur-Sikri, his new capital, called the

Ibadatkhana, or prayer-honse, in

which he assembled the learned of all

faiths, without distinction or preju-

dice, from the remotest parts of the

world, and encouraged the exponents

ot every religion to expound their

peculiar doctrines and refute those of

their opponents. There in the Ibadat-

khana were to be seen sitting side by

side with the Ulamas of the Maho-

medan faith, the spokesmen of the

various sects of Brahmanism, the cham-

pions of the Jewish along with the

Christian faith, the exponents of the

Zoroastrian system with the philoso-

phers of the Sufi sect. Regular meet~

ings of these learned men were held

on Friday evenings, and Akbar gene-

rally sat for whole nights listening to

and sometimes taking an active part

in the philosophical and religious

discussions.

Besides these regular meetings,

Akbar often held private meetings,

where he carried on discussions with

the exponents of each religion separ-

ately in order to learn its excellenoes,

because the Friday discussions chiefly

brought out, by negative arguments,

the wexk points only of each system

of belief. He sent for some Christian

priests from Goa, and three Jesnit

Fathers—Rodolph Aquaviva, Montes-

serat, and Enricques—were sent by

the Portuguese authorities to expound

the sublimity of their faith, and to

instruct Akbar in its elements.

Through these, and especially through

Father Rodolph, he came to have

very great respect and awe for Jesus

and the Virgin Mary, whose images,

according to Oatrou (who based his

history of the Moghuls on the contem-

porary memoirs of Manouchi, a Vene-

tian physician of the Moghul court),

he kept in his private apartments,

and even adored, He also called a

learned priest of the Zoroastrian faith

from Kerman in Persia, named Arde-

shir, as we are informed by Mohsan

Fani, the probable author of the

Dabistan. He also invited some

fre-worshippers who came from

Naosari in Guzerat,’’ as is noted by

Abdal Kadir Badaoni, who is the

chief, and indeed almost the sole

authority for the changes in the

religious opinions of Akbar. It

may be here noted that there is



a tradition among the Parsees

of Naosari that one of their number,

Mehrji Rana, had gone to Akbar’s

court, and had so far suceeeded in

persuading him of the trath of the

Parsee religion as to have actually

converted him. But there is no

reliable historical evidence whatever

that Mehrji Rana ever went to the

Moghul court, much less that he had

converted the royal inquirer. But

that Akbar had a strong leaning

towards the Parsee religion is evident

from all the histories of hia reiga.

Abul Fazal says in his celebrated

Ain-i- Akbari that the Parsee calendar

was adopted throughout the country,

and Paree feasts were ordered to be

celebrated, especially on those days

the names of which coincided with

the name ofa month. But the chief

thing which Akbar may be said to

have adopted from this religion was

sun-worship and fire-worship, both of

which, however, ure also to be found

in the Hindoo religion. According

to Badaoni, he ordered Abul Fazal,

his Prime Minister and confidant in

religious matters, ‘‘ to inake arrange-

ments to maintain fire constantly in

the palace during the day and night,

according to the manner of the

ancient kings of Persia, whose fire-

temples were perpetually kept up,

because it isa sign of the signs of

God and a light of His lights; and

the Homa, which is a species of fire-

worship, had been practised by him

from the prime of his youth in com-

pany of the daughters of Hindoo

Rajahs in the interior of the Harem.”

The same historian says that on the

twenty-fifth anniversury of his acces-

sion, he publicly adored the sun and

also fire, and the courtiers made it

their duty to rise up when lights and

lamps were lit.

What Akbar’s religion really was

it is rather difficult to ascertain, as

the historians from whom we should

expect reliable information on this

point are either silent or unsatis-

factory. It is clear, however, that

Akbar was profoundly dissatisfied

with Islam and its doctors on account

of their exclusiveness and fanatic

intolerance. He even in the latter

part of his reign repudiated what was

up to then the State religion, and

dispersed the Ulama or the assembly

of its chief divines, It was evident

that -his sympathies were not on the

side of such a narrow and fanatic

ereed as would condemn to eterna]

perdition all those who rejected its

formulas, This attitude of his was

noted with great regret and disgust

by all sincere Mahomedans, and near-

ly all the chroniclers of his reign who

were of this class are studiously silent

on the point. Ferista, the best of

the historians of Mahomedan rule in

India, has nothing whatever to say

about this phase of Akbar’s character.

The author of the Yatatat-i-Akbari

merely mentions his fondness for reli-

gious disputes, but does not mention

the results at which he arrived.

Abul Fazal, who was Akhar’s mento:

in this matter especially, and from

whom we should have expected greai

enlightenment, vouchsafes but scanty



information, and stimulates rather

than satisfies our curiosity. The only

authors who treat the subject fully are

Abdul Kader Badaoni, a jearned man

at the court of Akbar, to whose history

we have already referred, and Mohsan

Fani, who has given us in his learned

work, Dabistan, specimens of several

of the discussions carried on by the

champions of various religions in the

Thadatkhana. Mohsan Iani flourished

abont half a century after Akbar, and

has derived hisinformatin chiefly from

the former writer, who thus is our sole

source of information; and later writers

like Vans Kennedy, Professor Wilson

and Rehatsck have had to depend on

him alone. From his history, the cele-

brated Tarikh-i-Budaoni it appears

that Akbar studied all religions in

order to found a new one of his own

on eclectic principles. This wag the

celebrated ‘‘ Toydhyd Wiahy Akbar

Shahy,”’ or the Divine Monotheism of

Akbar Shah, whose chief principles

have found an exquisite poetic voice

in this posthumous poem of Tennyson

nearly three centries after their pro-

mulgation. Akbar maintained that

we ought to worsip one God, who

manifests [limself to every one in the

light of pure reason und needs no

special revelation. Mvery one may

worship this one God, of whose exist-

ence and unity he cun be satisfied by

rational argument alone, in the way

he likes best.

held to be but secoudary, and not

affecting the main object, which is to

serve God and evck blim for our future

happiness by practising virtue and

Fors cf worship he

shunning vice. Tt was best, he said, if

one can contemplate Ged in the ideal

without any visualor material symbol

of Him before his mind. But as this

can be done by philosophers alone,

and as the common peope require

some symbol of Ged to help them to

fix their minds upon Him, he recom-

mended that the sun should be such a

symbol, As the poet expresses it—

‘* Let the Sun

Who heats our earth to yield ua grain

and fruit,

Acd laughs upon thy field as well as

mine,

And warms the blood

Sunnee,

Symbol the Eternal!”

of Shiah and

He had uo priests, no publie worship,

no temples. Sach a religion, it may

ve judged, was too pure and ideal for

the cdmmon people. It wanted some

alloy to make it current coin. The

result was that in spite of Akbar’s

great iniluence he could not obtain

many disciples, and his new religion

went ut no time beyond the Court,

where, too, it was confined to iis inti-

mute friends and some dlatterers. In

iho list of his followers given by

Blochmann frem Badaoni and Abul

Fagl there are only eighteen names.

Akbar’s ucdid his work

entirely, and the ‘* Divine Faith’?

shared the fate of so many other new

religious both before und since these

awakening days. There was even a

reaction from Akbar’s policy, and his

benevolent and politic tolerance of

all creeds and secta was followed by

Rucceésor



the bigoted persecution which reached

its climax under his great-grandson,

and helped chiefly to undermine the

splendid heritage of the Moghuls.

But Akber’s Dream has found its

realization in the policy of a Govern-

ment which, whatever its short«

comings may be, has religions tole+

rance tor the immoveable foundation

of its rule. And Tennyson’s poem

concludes with Akbar’s prevision of

this continuation and completion of

his noble work by a foreign race :—

‘** T watch’d my son,

And those that follow’d, loosen, stone
from stone,

All my fair work.

But while I groan’d,

From out the sunset pour’d an alien

race

Who fitted stone to stone again, and

Truth,

Peace, Love, and Justice came and

dwelt therein,

Nor in the field without were seen or

heard

Fires of Sutiee, nor wail of baby-

wife,

Or Indian widow; and in sleep I

said,

‘* All praise to Alla, by whatever

hands

My mission be accomplish’d ! ”

No. 2.*

(The Times of India, Lith August 1896)

AKBAR AND THE PARSEES.

When the Emperor Akbar, dis-

gusted with the intolerance and e¢x-

elnsiveness of the faith of Islam pro-

fessed by his fathers and by the State,

started on an earnest enquiry of the

best religion for men, he resolved to

examine all the existing creeds that

he could, and bestow patient toil on

the discovery of the truth, I£ he

could not discover any one among the

existing religions which could satisfy

his need, he rightly resolved to find

out the true elements in each, and

combining them together to set up a

new faith. Ler ihis purpose he as-

sembled the representatives of many

sects and various creeds at his court,

and built a special palace for their

meetings, called the Thadat-Khana,

at Fatebpur-sikhri. There he him-

sel presided over their discussicns,

encouraging every one to come out

with his views without fear of repres-

sion. All the great religions of the

word were represented before the

Eniperor. First and foremost was,

of course, Islam, the nominal State

reliotou, whose learned doctors natut-

ally disliked such discussions and had

secant sympathy with the enlightened

object of their Emperor. They had,

however, to be present and argue as

hest they might and could the excel-

lence of their religion above all others

aud refute the claims of rival creeds.

Used hitherto to special favour at

court and to look down upon these

creeds with contempt and intolerance,

they did not always behave well under

these novel circumstances, and be-

took themselves to strange methods

of defence. ‘Thix led on occasions to

great confusion and uproar when the

*[The paper under dispute, read by Mr. Kakaria before the B, Bb. R. A. 8., on 8th August 1896,



meetings had to be adjourned to let

the heated passions cool down. Even

the Emperor’s presence was at times

not respected, and the bigoted Ulamas

taunted and threatened his trusted

advisers like Abul Fazl, Faizi, and

Bir Bal, whom they held responsible

for all his religious vagaries, in the
face of their Royal master. One of

these, a grandee, named Shahbaz

Khan, once said openly to Bir Bal

at one of these meetings: ‘‘ You

cursed infidel, do you talk in this

manner? It would not take me long

to settle you!’’ Whereupon the

Emperor scolded him in particular

and all the other Ulamas in general,

saying, “ would that # shoefal of ex-

crements were thrown into your

faces !’? ( Badaoni, Muniakhah al-

Tawarikh, Gal. Bd. Vol. I., p. 273).

Then there were the expoundeys of

Hinduiem, the faith of the vast majo-

rity of Akbar’s Indian subjects. He

listened attentively to their doctrines

and favoured their views. He not

only discussed with them in public,

bnt saw them privately in his palace,

and was influenced much by them.

The historian Badaoni gives a curious

instance of how the Emperor used to

receive these men. ‘‘A Brahman,

named Debi,’’ says he, ‘‘ who was one

of the interpreters of the Maha-

bharatta, was pulled up the walls of

the castle sitting on a charpoi till he

arrived near a balcony which the

Emperor had made his bed-chamber.

Whilst thus saspended he in tructed

his Majesty in the secrets and legends

of Hinduism, in the manner of wo1-

shipping idols, the fire, the sun, the

stars, and of revering the chief gods

of these unbelievers.” ( Badaoni,

Cal. Ed., Vol. II, p. 257. Lowe

p- 265). Akbar’s surroundings, his

Rajput wives, his Hindu advisers,

and generals like Todar Mal and Bir

Bal, his taste for Sanskrit literature

and philosophy, which he had trans-

lated into Persian, made him Jean

considerably towards Hinduiem.

Buddhism also was brougut to his

notice and had also influence upon

him. Professor Max Muller says that

“ Abul Fazl, the minister of Akbar,

could. find no one to assist him in his

enquiries respecting Buddhism.”

(Introduction to Science of Religion,

p. 24.) But Badaoni says distinctly

that ‘‘ Samanas’’ were interviewed

by Akbar along with the Brahmans.

Now these ‘‘ Samanas ”’ rightly

interpreted by Professor Cowell and

Mr. Buddhist ascetics,

‘‘Sharmanas, ’” in fact. Max Muller

himself seems to have conjectured

this, as he puts thisquerry to this

word of Badaoni on p. 90. ‘Is not

Sumani meant for Samana, i. e.

‘Shramana’? ” Thea cause of his

hesitation seems to be the misinter-

pretation of Blockmanvn,who, following

Arabic dictionaries, calls them ‘‘a

sect in Sind, who believe in the trans-

migration of souls (tanasnk).”’ (Arni-

Akabari, Vol. I. p. 179).

Besides Mahomedans, Hindoos, und

Buddhists, Akbar had taken great

care to have the representatives of

the great Christian faith, of which he

had heard. He requested the Portu-

are

Lowe as



guese authorities at Goa to send him

missionary priests who could expound

the myateries of their faith. Learned

and pious priests were accordingly

sent from Goa to Akbar’s court. An

account of their travels and mission

may be read in Hugh Murray’s ‘* Dis

coveries in Asia ’’ (Vol. [1). Bat

the best account of what they did at

the Moghul court and of their influ-

ence on the Monarch is doubtless in

the work of the Jesuit Father Catru

who based hig ‘‘History of the Mogh-

ul Empire” on the MS, Momoirs

of the Venetian physician Manucci,

a resident for 48 years ut the Moghul

court. Akbar’s attitude towards

Christianty isa very interesting pro-

blem, not free from uncertainty and

doubt and may be treated on another

occasion. The Mahomedan historian

notes that, ‘‘ Learned monks also

came trom Europe, who are called

Padre, and have an infallible head,

called Papa, who is able to change

religious ordinances as he may deem

advisable for the moment, and to

whose authority kings must submit,

brought the Gospel and advanced

proofs for the Trinity. His Majesty

firmly believed in the truth of the

Christian religion, and wishing to

spread the doctrines of Jesus, ordered

Prince Murad to take a few lessons

in Christianity under, good auspices,

and charged Abul Fazl to translate

the Gospel,’ (Badaoni Vol, IL., p.

260, Lowe p, 267),

There were, moreover, Jews, Sniia,

Shiahs, Hanefites, and various other

religious and philosophical secta, re-

presented before Akbar, who wanted

to have all, theologian and philosopher,

orthodox and heterodox, heretic and

echismatic, rationalist and mystic,

every shade of opinion, every ray of

light that he could obtain.

There was one religion which was

distinguished by its great and hoary

antiquity ag well as its purity, which,

if it could only attract the Royal in-

quirer’s notice, could not but influence

him greatly owing to its conformity

with much of Akbar's object. That

was the ancient religion of Zoroaster,

which, after a long spell of persecu-

tion, bad been driven out of its home

in Persia to seek a shelter in a corner

of Akbar’s dominions. fis religion

was historical and mast have forced

itself on his notice in several ways.

“‘ Notwithstanding their paucity

and political insignificance their opi-

nions exercised considerable influence

on the great minds of India towards

the close of the 16th Century:” Count

De Noer, Emperor Akbar, Vol. I.,

p. 2.

What Akbar did to get acquainted

with this religion, and what was his

attitude towards it, are the questions

we wil] consider on the present occa-

sion. That he came to know this re-

ligion and some of its chief doctrines

is certain. But how far he was in-

fluenced by it, and how much of it he

adopted in the new faith that he con-

structed, is problematical. There ia a

tradition among the parsees themselves

that a high priest of theirs had been

called from Nowsarce in Gujarat to

Akbar’s court under strange circum-



stances, and that he so far succeeded

in forcing upon the Emperor’s mind

the truth and excellonce of his reli-

gion as actually to convort him to the

Parsec faith by investing him with

the sacred shirt and thread-girdle,

sudreh and kustt, the outward sign of

adoptmg that faith. The circum-

stances under Which this pricst, whose

name was Mehrjee Rana, was called

to Akbar’s court, were these oxeced-

ingly strange ones according to the

tradition. A Hindoo priest, deep in

the arts of magic and sorcery, Jagat

Guru by name, once performed a

miracle in the presence of the Km-

peror and his court by sending up

and suspending a large silver plate

high in the sky which iooked like

another sun shining in the heavens,

and challenged the professors of ull

the religions assembled to take this

new sun down and show the power of

their faiths. Akbar, of course, called

upon the Ulamas to do this and refute

the Hindoo. But they could not do

it themselves. Hence they were in

anxious sexrch of some one who could

do this and disgrace the infidel. They

were told that a priest in Naosari

could do this, if he were called, Ai

their suggestion Akbar sent for him.

He came, he saw, he conquered. By

reciting his prayers and by other in-

cantations he broke the power of the

Hindoo’s magic, and the pseudo-sun

came down, plateus it was, and fell at

Akbar’s feet ! Akbar was astonished

as well as he might, The Parsee priest

was received with nwe, Hoexpounded

his faith to Akbar and convineed bim

so wel] as to make him a Parsee!

This is the Parsee tradition cherished

for three centuries by the people and

circulated in various poems in prose

and verse. There arc poems about this

triumph of Meherjoe Rana, sang by

Khialis or itinorent minstrels in

Gujarat and elsewhere, who are, it

must be said, not Parsees themselves.

But now as to the validity of this

tradition. After a diligent search I

can find no historical proof of it what-

ever, None of the numerous great

histories of this reign notice it at all ;

and it need hardly be said that it such

a highly improbable, if not impossible,

event happened at all, it must have

been mentioned and detailed by the

writers who are generally very fond of

relating the marvellous, Badaoni who

mentions many other so-called miracu-

Jous or thaumaturgic feats of jogis and

Mahomedan gaints, as for instance

that of the Anuptalao, the lake filled

with copper-coin, does not say a word

about this. There is nothing of it in

the Dabistan, the other great authority

for Akbar’s religious history. Neither

the Akbar Namah ot Abul Faz,

the official history, nor the Tahaket+i-

Akbari of Nizam-ud-din mention it.

Nay, not even the name of Mcherjee

Rana, the Parsee priest, occurs any-

where in any historica] work as having

gone to Akbar’s court at all.

A paper has been put into my hands

by the present descendants of this

Mcherjee Runa who still live in Nao-

sari, in which what are called histori-
cal authorities* are given for theabove-

* [Mr, Kakaria has perverted the names of the booke: vide latter portions of

‘* Cuttings ’’ Now. 81 & 34—C (1) of this book,—The Kditor. }



mentioned tradition. The writer yuotes

what purports to be passages from

three famons historians of Akbar, viz.,

Badaoni, Abul Fazl, and the author

of the Tabakat-i-Akbari, in each of

which the tradition is fully and empha-

tically mentioned. But strange to

relate I do not find just those passages

in these historians! They are conspi-

cuous by their absence in the editions

of Badaoni an} Abn) Fazl, published

by the Bengal Asiatic Society in the

Bibliotheca Indica! The copyist says

that they are to be found in the copies

at Agra, from which a Mahomedan

Munshi had transcribed them for the

information of the Parsees. But this

may he dismissed as an instance of

interpolation on the part of that Mun-

ahi to please the Parsees If passages

are wanted in Persian MSS., there is

nothing 8o sure as that they will appear

any how! One who has any experi-

ence of Persian historians and the MSS.

will readily understand this. Sir Henry

Elliot, who knew them all intimately,

mentions several instances of impudent

and interested frauds by Persian com-

pilers, and warns us to be on our

guard against ‘‘ the blunders arising

from negligence and ignorance; the

misquoting of titles, dates and naines ;

the ascription to wrong authors ; the

sbsence of beginnings and endings ;

the arbitrary substitution of new one

to complete « mutilated MS ; the

mistakes of oopyists ; the exercise of

ingenuity in their corrections, and of

fancy in their additions.’ (Historians

of India, Vol. 1., p., 11., Ed. 1848.

Vol. I., p. 18, Kd. Dowson, 1867.)

Lot us nuw look to the historical

sources for the reign of Akbar about

his relation to the Paraees. Abul Fazl

as is well-known has only one short

chupter Ain 77, Book [., on Akbar’s

religious opinions. He does not dilate

on them in this great work, because

ho meant to write « special treatise on

But that treatise was

never The fullest account of

his religious views may be obtained,

and their progress traced in the «reat

work of Abdul Kader Badaoni. The

only passage in his whole work where

he mentions the Parsee religion is

this :-—'‘ Fire-worshippeas also came

from Naosari in Gujarat, proolaimed

the religion of Zardusht as the true one,

und declared reverence to fire to be su-

perior to every other kind of worship.

They also attracted the Emperor’s

regard, and taught him the peouliar

terms, the ordinances, the rites and

ceremonies of the Kaianians. At last

he ordered that the sacred fire should

be made over to the charge of Abul

F'azl, and that after the manner of the

Kings of Persia, in whose temples

blazed perpetual fires, he should take

care it was never extinguished night

or day, for that it is one of the signs

of God, and one light from the many

lights of His creation.’’ (11. 261,

Cal. Ed.; W. Lowe, p. 269.)

The author of the “ Dabistan,”’ the

famous book on the various religious

and philosophical sects of the time in

Asia, which may Le called a veritable

encyclopadia of Oriental religions,

gives a faller and more detniled ac-

‘In like manner,”’ he says,

this subject.

writton,

count,



“ the fire-worshippers, who had come
from the town of Naosari, situated in

the district of Gujrat, asserted the

truth of the religion of Zoroaster, and

the great reverence and worship due

to fire. The Emperor called them

to his presence, and was pleased

to take information about tho way

and lustre of their wise men. He

also called from Persia a follower

of Zardusht, named Ardeshir, to

whom he sent money; he delivered

the sacred fire with care to the wise

Shaikh Abnl Faz], and estublished that

it should be preserved in the interior

apartment by night and day, perpetual

henceforth according to the rule of the

Moheds, and to the manner which was

always practiced in the fire-temples of

the Kings of Ajem, because the J:; See

was among the sentences of the Tord,

and light from among the lights of the

great Ized. He invited likewise the

fire-worshippers from Kirman to his

presence and questioned them about

the subtleties of Zardusht’s religion;

and he wrote letters to Azer Kaivan

who was a chief of the Yezdanian and

Abadanian, and invited him to India;

Azer Kaivan begged to be excused

from coming, but sent a book of his

composition in praise of the self-

existing being, of reason, the soul, the

heavens, the stars, and the elements

as well asa word of advice to the

King; all this contained in fourteen

sections; every first line of each was

in Persian pure deri, when read in-

vertedly it was Arabic, when turned

about, Turkish, and when this was

read in reversed order, it hecame

LO

Hindi.’ (‘eoyer and Shes, Vol ILI.,

p. 95.6).

This shows clearly that the priest

Ardeshir of Kirman took a prominent

part in leading Akbar to Parseesm.

The disenssions hetween the various

religious and philosophical sects were

carried on with ability, and io judge

from the specimens of them that we

have in this Dabistan, the representa-

tives must have been learned men.

The arguments brought forward by

the Zaronstrian show great acumen

and knowledge, and I do not think an

obscure priest in a corner of Guzarai:

could bdve been able to adduce them

with guch skill and dialectical ability.

They show a knowledge of other

general information about history and

philosophy which it is vain to look for

in a priest of Nsosari. Ardeshir was

on the contrary known as a learned

doctor of Zoroastrianism and he was

considered of importance enoagh to be

invited all the way from Kerman in

Persia, and it is recorded that money

for his travelling expenses was sent by

Akbar. Another circumstance also

points to this. Ardeshir was invited

some years alter Mehrji Rana is

supposed to have gone to the Mogul

Court. This shows that Akbar must

have been dissatisfied with the priests

from Naosari whom Badanoi mentions

and seeing that they could not teach

him much, had to go further afield

and invite Ardeshir and other Parsees

from Kerman. Mehrji Rana may have

gone to Akbar’s Court, as his family

possesses a grant of 300 acres of land

from the Mogul Court, said to haye



been given by Akbar to Mehrji on

his departure from Delhi. But that

he took any great part in the religi-

ous and philosophical discussions that

took place in the Kmperor’s presence

cannot be maintained. Naosari it-

self stood in religious

enlightenment three centuries ago,

and could not be supposed to spare

much of it for Delhi. Akbar must

have out of curiosity called Parsces

from his own province of Guzarat

need of

for information, but seeing he could

not yet much out of them he had to

call others from Persia. his, I

think, is a legitimate inference.

Now {et us turn to the influence

of the Parsee religion upon Akbar.

That he studied is deeply and) was

struck by itis clear, But. what did

he adopt of it, when he constructed

his Tauhtd-i-Ilahi, his ‘“ Divine

Monotheism ” upon the good that he

found in the existing religions. ~ As

I have shown clewhere Akbar at

first established a pure and simple

monotheism without any symbols and

any rites. But later on when he saw

the necessity of outward visible

symbols to express the inner ideas

he took the Sun for his great symbol

of God. As Tonnygon makes him say:-

Let the Sun

Who heals our Earth to yield us

grain and fruit,

And laughs upon thy field as well as

mine,

And warms the blood of Shiah and

Sunnec

Symbol the Eterna: !

This veneration for the Sun he

may be suid to have taken rom the

1

Parsee religion which, as is well

known, venerates the Sun as the

great symbol of the Eiernal. Father

Catrou ambiguously says in his rare

work. ‘ He adopted from the Pagan

worship, the adoration of the Sun

which he practised three times u

day; at the rising of that luminary,

when it was ai its meridian, and at

(Moghul Empire, p.

121.) Hinduism had also something

to do with this inclination of Akbar

towards sun-worship. Badaoni says

that Bir Bal gave him this. “ The

accursed Bir Sal tried to persuade

the Kuperor, that since the Sun gives

light. to all, and ripens all grain,

fruit and products of the earth and

«upport the life of mankind, there-

fore that luminary should be the

object of worship and veneration;

that the face should be turned to-

wards the rising and not towards ihe

setting sun [i.e., towards Mevea, like

the Mahomedans] which is the west;

that man should venerate fire, water

aud trees, and all natural

objecis, even down to cows and their

dung; that he should adopt the see-

tarial mark and Brahmanical thread.

its setting, ”

stones

Several wise men at Court confirmed

what he said by representing that

the sun was the “ greater light” of

the world, and the benefactor of its

inhabitants, the patron of kings, and

that kings are but his vicegcrents.

This was the cause of the worship

paid to the sun on the Nawroz-i-

Jellali and of his being induced to

adopt that festival for the celebration

of his accession to the throne. (Vol.



{I 260 Lowe, p- 268) Thus as in

everything so in this Akbar

combined several things together.

Tennyron’s Hymn to the Sim is a

beautiful embodiment of Akbar’s ideas

ubout it und may be yuoted:—
Once again thou flamest heavenward,

once again we sce thee rise.

else

I

Every morning is thy birthday
gladdening taman hearts and
eyes.

Nvery morning here we greet it,
bowing lowly down before thee,

Thee the Godlike, thee the change-
less, in thine everchanging skies.

II

Shadow-maker, shadow-sliyer arrowing
ight from clime to clime,

Hear thy myriad laureates hail thee
monarch in their wood)and rhyme.

Warble bird, and open fower and,
men, helow the dense of agure

Kneel adoring Him the Timeless the
fame that measures Time !

This the

other thing that he may be said to

have taken from the Parsee religion,

of fire. We have

seen how he ordered Abul Fazl to

take charge of the sacred fire and to

feed it continuously, thus keeping it

always burning as in the fire-iemples

of the Persians. But the Hindoos,

tov, have a kind of fire-worship and

Akbar must have been influenced by

thom too in this Badaoni mentions

the fact that ‘from carly youth in

complinnent to his wives, the daughters

vl the Rajelix of Hind, he had within

the female apartinents continued to

is also to be found in

the veneration

burn the fom which is a ceremony

derived from soueworship.” (Vol Uf
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p- 261, Lowe p. 269.) I think

Badaoni’s learned translator Mr. W.

H. Lowe, is wrong in his note in this

hom when he says it is ‘‘ the branch

certain tree offered by Parsis

asu substitute for Soma juice” (p.

269 note.) The hom ceremony of

the Hindoos is as Blochmann rightly

notes here a kind of tire-worship;

and has nothing to do with the Parsee

mystic “hon ** juice, which figures

in some of their sacred rites. FPire-

worship, therefore, like Sun-worship

Akbar must have taken from the

Parsee religion and partly also from

the .Hindoo. The pious care with

which he ordered the fire to be kept

burning ix of course peculiar only

to the Zoroastrians who are unique

in this matter. The Hindoos offer

sacrifices to the god of fire but .are

not “so solicitous

of a

about

pure and always burning.

keeping it

Auother watter in which Akbar

was brought into connection with the

Parsees and influenced by was the

Calendar. Being disgusted — with

everything Mahomedan he tried to

get rid of as many institutions and

opinions connected with the estab-

lished faith as he could. One of the

chief of these was the Mahomedan

Junar Calendar: which was in vogue

for a long time in India. He altered

it and adopted the Parsee Solar

Calendar with the old Persian names

of the months

Ardibehesht

Bahmuan, &.

and days, Farvardin,

We. und Hormazd,

The lira he changed

also making it ke the ancient Per-

lan Iinely cra bevin with his acces
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sion. According to Ain-i-Akbari, Bk.

YT. intro: Akbar changed the Era

and established his Tlahi or Divine

era after the Parsee mudel in A. H.

992 or A. D. 1584 (Jarrett, Vol.

IL. p. Land 31.)

The fourteen sacred festivals of the

“Tt

was a Parsee custom to hold festival

on each day the uame of which coin-

cided with that of the current month.

Thus Parwardin was the name of the

first month of the Tlahi vear and

ulso of the 19th day every other

These feast daye, therefore,

were 19th Farwardin; 3rd -Ardis

behesht; 6th Khurdad; 13th Tir; 17th

Amirdad; 4th Sharivur; 16th Mehr;

10th Aban; 9th Adar; 8th, 15th, 23rd

Deh; 2nd Babman; Sth Aspandar

mad.” (Gount de Noer I., p. 368.

Ani-I-Akhari. Vol I... Blockman, p.

276.) “ When his Majesty,” sixys

Abul Fazl, “ wax informed of the

feasts of the Jamsheds, and the festi-

vals of the Parsee priests, he adopted

Parsees were adopted by him.

month.

them and used them as opportunities

of conferring benifits. ’* Of these the

greatest was the Nioroz or New Yeur’s

duy’s feast which commenced on the

day the sun entered Aries and lasted

dill the 19th day of the month

Farwardin.

But this now Era and new Parsi

QOalendar was ubolished, like most

ul Akbar,innovations by Aurang>

jib in the very second year of

his reign. (Khati Khan, apud

Elliot and Dawson, Vol. VII,

p. 41.)

In complimenting the lecturer on

his able and instructive lecture, to

which he, in common with all the

gentlemen present, had listened with

the decpest attention, Dr. Pollen

said he could not avoid expressing

rome tegret at the way in which the

interesting legend from Nuosari had

been shattered. The fact that the

incident of the Jogee’s simulated sun

and its destruction by the Nuosari

priest had not been noticed by any

of the contemporaneous historians was

no proof that the miracle had not

really happened. The best authen-

ticated miracles of the Christian and

other religions had been passed over

in complete silence by the recognised

“and accredited historians of the times

in which they were alleyed to have

taken place. With

worship of the Sun and Fire as sym-

hols of the diety, Dr. Pollen said

regard to the

these signs und symbols were comion

ww nearly all religions. in the Chris-

tian church the eastward position was

indicative of reverence towards the

rising sun, and the sacred fire of

ancient Rome was still kept burning

in the Vatican. Symbols. were always

helpful. ‘The danger lay in making

the symbol a finality instead of mak-

ing it lead the thoughts beyond the

symbol to the thing symbolized. Dr.

Pollen altogether refused to believe

that Akbar ‘“ despised ’’ the creed in

which he had been born and bred.

Like all thoughtful men, the Emperor

was uo doubt dissatisfied with the

traditions that encumbered the creed

und made it of no effect. He there



fore sought to remove these traditions,

and, in doing so, sought help from

other creeds. He desired to worship

the. Invisible in sincerity and in truth,

and, recognising the sublimity of the

central truths of Zoroastrianism,

strove, as Tennyson beautifully puts it,

to adore “ The Time-less in the Flame

that Measures Time.*’ Again con-

gratulating the lecturer on his most

interesting paper, Dr. Pollen moved

a vote of thanks, which was seconded

by Dr. DaCunha and carried with

acclamation.

The Chairman, in offering the

thanks of the Society to Mr. Karkaria,

said he hoped that he would continue

to give similiar interesting lectures

to the Society.

No. 3.

(The Times of India, 12th August 1896}

AKBAR AND THE PARSERS.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES OF INDIA,

Sir,—Dr. Pollen spoke in such kind

terms of what I had to say about this

subject before the Asiatic Society that

it would be ungracious in me to criti-

cise him. But grateful as Tam to him

for the kind words in which he moved

the yuto of thanks, I must say that I

really do not know whether to take

seriously one or two assertions he

made on the occassion, or to consider

them as mere abditer dicta. About the

Naosari Parsce tradition let me say

that asa Parsee Tam myself very

sorry to sce it vanish. But I could not

help it. I could not stultify myself by

14

supporting it in the teeth ol the evi-

dence against it. Dr. Pollen puts forth

a conjecture-for it is nothing but a

conjecture—that the alleged miracle

may have happened and yet not have

been recorded by the historians. And

he addnces the argument that ‘‘the

best authenticated miracles” of the

Christian religion have not been

recorded by the recognised and accre-

dited historians of the times. I agree

with Dr. Pollen. in this that if a

miracle be “‘best authenticated” it

may be believed even if the recognised

and aceredited historians of the time

do not mention it. But in the case of

this Naosari miracle there is not only

no “best authentication,” but no

authentication at all. The early Chris-

tian miracles are recorded, if not by

the classical historians of the times,

by the Evangelists, and however these

writers may be criticised, they

vertainly furnish an authentication

and youch for the truth of them. bui

there is nothing of this sort in the

case of the alleged miracle at Akbar’s

Court. [his miracle does not fall with-

in Dr. Pollen’s category of “best an-

ihenticated’”’ miracle left unrecorded

by the historians of their time.

Then there is another essential diff-

erence betweeu the present caso and

the early Christian miracles. It is true

the recognised historians are silent

about the miracles of Christ. But then

they are silent, not only about these

miracles, but abont the whole subject

of the rise of Christianity and the life

of its founder, Tacitus, the greatest

hisiorian of the period, refers to tho



whole subject, us is well kuown, ina

few lines in the 44th chapter of Book

XV. of his Annales, where he con-

temptuously speaks of a “certain por-

von named Christ who was put to

death for his hateful superstition.”

Tacitus lived more than 80 yearsafter

the events he diseribed so cursorily

and contemptuously. But the strictly

contemporary writers of the time of

Christ say nothing at all. Now, what is

the case with the great historians of

Akbar. Both Abul Fazl and Badaoni

mention the subject of his religions

views, and the latter especially goes

into fall details about them.-The

author of the Dabistan, who flourished

about halfa century after Akbar, is

And yet they do

not mention this marvellous event,

said to have happened at the court in

the presence of all. Gan this silence

of these historians be compared to the

silence of the classical historians

about the miracles of Christ? And

van the same inference be drawn

from these two cases which are thus

radically different?

even more minute.

I will not touch the question of the

a prior’ improbability, if not im-

possibility, of such a feat tas this

one attributed in this tradition

to the Hindoe jogi and the Parseo

priest, viz, the violation of the law

of gravitation. This would lead me

into the question of wonders and

miracles, their existence, proof, credi-

bility, ete; and it is not desirable that

I should do it here, though Dr.

Pollen seems to see nothing of the

inherent improbability of the alleged

wonder or miracle.

Dr. Arnold’s excellent

this subject of wonders and miracles

in history in his Lectures an Modern

Hisiory, p p. 99-107.

About the other Dr.

Pollen [ will only assert that PE did

that Akbar‘tdespiscd’” vhe

ereed in which he was bor. What)

said was he was “‘dis@nstedTM with

Islam, and especially its intolerance

and exclusiveness. Anyone who reads

Badaoni’s history will come to the

conclusion that Akbar was really dis

ousted with Islam, if not something

more. It will be shown when I come tu

the subject of “Akbar and Islam.”

Meanwhile I will quote a few sentences

from Badaoni, who was himself a

staunch, if not a bigoted Mahomedan,

which willclearly show Akbar’s disyust,

alniost amounting to contempt, for

the religion of his birth. ‘* Hix Maje-

sty collected anything which people

ean find in books, with «a telent of

selection peculiar to him, and a spirit

of enquiry opposed to every [ Islamitic|

principle,” (Vol. IL, p. 256.) On tho

next page he says: “His Majesty listen-

ed to every abuse which the courtier:

heaped on our glorious and poor faith

which can be so easily followed; und

eagerly seizing such opportunitics, he

showed, in words and gestures, Ais

satisfaction at the treatment which his

original religion received at their hands.”*

“Some bastards wrote treaties in order

to revile and ridicule our religious

practices, of course with proofs. Ji

Majesty liked such productions, and pro-

moted the authors” (p. 306). There

Lomay refer vw

remarks on

remark of

not say



are inany other pussages which can

be quoted, but | refrain from doing

that just at present.—Yours,«).

R. P. RARKARIA.

ae

No, 4.

(The Bombay Gazette 15th August 1896)

AKBAR AND THE PARSE.

T0 THE EDITOR OF [HE BOMBAY GAZEITE.

STR,— It is certainly not correct

to sey that Akbar despiscd, or, in the

stronger words insisted on by a Parsee

lecturer, was “disgusted with” Isla.

When Abdullah Khan Uzbak; the

ruler of Turan, wrote to Akbar mnak-

ing enquiries as to the truth of the

rumours of Akbar’s unbelief that had

reached him, the reply of the great

Emperor to the Uzbak chief indited

by the pen of Abul Fazl, and form-

ing one of the most pleasiny produc-

tions of the Persisn Literature

( Rukaati-Abul-Fazl, pp. 11-14 ) lays

bare his religious sentimenty, while

it denies the falsity of the charge of

heresy Jaid against him by rumor in

the following memorial lines:~-

Quila innal Tlaha zu waladin

Quila innar Rasula quad Kahana

Ma najal Lahu war Rasulo Maan

Min lisani] wara fa Kaifa anu?

Men have accused Allah of heget-

ting a son;

Men have charged the Prophet

with black magic.

Verily, if Allah and his Prophet

have not escaped the tongue of

human calumny

How can I?
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fn the course of this letiar Akbae

makes more than one avowal of the

strength and sincerity of his belief

in Tslam, and often and emphatically

rejocts the charge of apostasy laid at

his door by the voice of self-interest

and bigotry. ‘On the principle,” he

writes, “of the Arbic maxim that ‘faith

nnd dominion ure twins, the increase

of the empire under me and the daily

exaltation of the banners of my domi-

nion, are arguments convincing enou-

gh of the greatness of my faith in

Islam.” “TI have,” he observes in an-

other place (Id, p14) ‘made countries

the soils of which were never trodden

hy the hoofs of the cavalries of victo-

rious sultans and regions where tho

swords of the armies of conquoring

Khakans (kings) had nover gleamed

since the dawn of the sun of Islam in

the homes of the Faithful, and have

turned their temples of unbelief into

places of devotion for true believers.”

He expresses later on the hope, “‘un-

der the Convey of Divine favour to

root ont from the coasts and the isla-

nds of the Salt Sea the Frankish

infidels who have stretched forth the

hand of rapine against the pilgrims

ofthe two Holy Temples (Makkah and

Madinah). May Allah increase their

glory !” These snrely, cannot be said

io be the words of » man “disgusted”

with Islam. Considering that Akbar was

a far greater and more powerful mon-

arch than the petty Uzbak ‘‘ Sipah

Salar’ of Turan, to whom these words

were addressed, there can be no ques-

tion as to their gonuinoness. There

was no need for Akbar to have heon



hypocritical with Abdullah Khan. It

would be something like England in

all her might and glory stooping to

eguivocate or quibble about her reli-

gious belief with Belgium or with

Saxony. Now what Akbar was really

disgusted with was the wholesale mur-

ders and plunder of the properties

of helpless widows and orphans (Sir

Henry Elliot’s Musalman Historians,

v. 542, Note I. ). The greed for pelf

( Id. 536-537), the mean trickeries,

the sordid avarice, the criminal op-

pressiveness (Id, 520) that were prac-

tised in the name of Islam by one of

the highest but most corrupt of its

religious dignitaries, and with «the

base bickerings an-l petty squabblings

of a coterie of narrow minded Muslim

divines. Akbar had too “ excellent an

understanding and was too earnest a

searcher after Truth” to be “disgust-

ed” with any religion, much less with

Islam. He was illiterate, and, as the

lecturer correctly said, from his youth

to old age conld neither read nor

write. But(as Dr. Pollen contends)

he was, neverthelessa highly educated

and perfectly culuivated man (luauk-

i-Jehangiri, Sir Sayad Ahmed’s Mdi-

tion, p. 14.) He had raised around

himself a storm of controversy and

angry discussion. ‘ People (Badaoni

in Hlliot, v. 527) night and day did

nothing but enquire and investigate”

around him. Profound points of science

and subtleties of revelation, curiosities

of history, wonders of nature, of which

large volumes could only give a

summary abstract, were constantly

discussed before him.” It was no

Lé

wonder, then, that “doubt on doubt

crowded upon him, and the object of his

search was lost” (Badauni in Elliot

v, 527). Any man so circumstanced

would have found himself Jost in

this maze. A writer in the Oriental

Quarterly Magazine (1.,51) has alleged

that ‘the enemies of Islam took this

opportunity of the Emperor’s mind to

augment his disgust and dissatisfaction,

and these impressions becoming pro-

aressively more intense he lost in the

course of five or six years every parti-

cle of his original belief.’’ That

the Emperor did so, however, #s, I

contend, belied both by his acts and be-

lies, and for the following reasons :—

Tt has been admitted by all obser-
vant historians that the object of Akbar

in founding his Din-i-Ilahi or Divine

Faith was not so much religious as poli-

tical. He wished to weld together the

divergent opinions and various creeds

existing side by side in his extensive

empire into one harmonious whole.

His son and successor says in his

memoirs: ‘‘In his guarded domi-

nions, which are on all sides contermi-

nous with the Salt Sea, the holders

of the contrary faiths and multifarious

opinions, true and false, find place.

The way of obstruction is closed. The

Sunni with the Shiah prays in one

mosque, and the Jew performs his

devotions with the Christian in one

Church (Tuzuk-i-Jehangiri, Persian

Text 16.) This was the great aspira-

tion of Akbar and the mainspring of

most of his actions. Yet, so far from

his giving up Islam or “* being di-gus-

ted” with, it in his great declaration



promulgating his authority us the

Imami-Adil, or just leader in matters

sacred and secular, Akbar prefaces it

with citations from the Kuraan, and

moreover states that no order passed

by him which could be proved or

shown to be in opposition to the

Kuraan “ shall be binding or impera-

tive on any man.” (Badanni in Elli-

490

ot, (v. 532.) We also see that in.

spite of all his free thinking, Akbar’s

faith in Musalman saints, notably

the Khwajah of Ajmer, and Sheikh

Salim Chishti of Fatehpur Sikri, re-

maintd unshaken. He once performed

a pilgrimage on foot from his capital

to Ajmer (Tabakat-i- Akbari, Elliot, v,

334), and never broke his vow of per-

forming an annual pilgrimage to that

shrine (Id. 400-406). The shrine of

Sheikh Farid Shakar Ganj at Ajodban

in the Punjab was also an object of

no less devotion to the Emperor (Id.

336). Most of the inscriptions on the

public buildings raised by, or in the

reign of, Akbar, are instinct with

the soundness of his faith in Islam.

The inscriptions, notably on the

gate of Fatehpur Sikri, though it

breathes a spirit of pious sufiam,

is not the less Islamic in

(Tuzuk 4).

Instances can be multiplied ad in-

finitum, and will be quoted if occasion

requires. I therefore, with Dr, Pollen,

can confidently deny the assertion

that Akbar either *‘ despised ” or was

‘* disgusted’? with the religion in

which he was born and bred.—

Yours, &e.,

tone

ABUL GHALIB,

No. 5.

( Kaiser-e-Hind, 23rd August 1896.)

We more than once observed in

Mr. Karkaria’s these columns that it is

the beri Rena always a pleasure to
Tradition. read the literary papers

which Mr. Karkaria from time to

time contributes to the Bombay branch

of the Royal Asiatic Society. He

is wellknown for his special historical

studies. His paper on the fallacy of

the tradition of the nail theory re-

garding Shivaji and Afzul Khan was

an excellent specimen of historical

research into the authenticity of po-

pular reminiscences. History is

nothing if not absolute accuracy itself.

And Mr. Karkaria seems to have well

grasped this fundamental axiom of

History. Weare, therefore, pleased

to read a fresh historical paper from

his pen, though we are constrained to

observe that in the present case, there

is more of papal dogmatism than his-

torical impartiality. Akbar was un-

doubtedly eclectic in matters spiritual.

He was inordinately fond of learned

disquisitions with scholars deeply

versed in the tenets of various religi-

ons. He used to hold what we may

cal] a kind of religious congress where

erudite representatives of each creed

pointed out the merits of it and ex-

posed to view the demerits of the reat.

Zoroastrianism seems to have had the

greatest fascination for that emperor.

And the story is current, aye even

it is sung in rhyme, that a certain

‘* Dustur,’? named Mebrji Rana, was
able to bring down by the chanting

of certain Zoroastrian hymns, a false
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stn which curionsly enough was alleg-

ed to have been fixed in mid-heaven

by the magic of a Hindu ascetic. The

scientific improbability of the thing

is so palpable that we need not deign

to harp on it. It is just possible

that for a few minutes the ascetic

used to perform an optica] delusion

which passed for a miracle in that

unscientific but credulous age. There

is vo inherent improbability in it.

The so-called miracle may or may not

have been performed. And Mherji

Rana may or may not have, by his

chanting of spiritual verses, cast the

miracle to the wind. Assuming the

incident to be true, it is easy enough

to underatand that its triviality was

palpable enough to be treated with

contempt by the contemporary his-

torians at Akbar’s court. This woald

account for its nonreference, as stated

by Mr. Karkaria in his paper. On

the other hand it is not infrequent

that an acting personage is apt to

magnify his own performance before

royalty, specially when it is related

at a distance of hundreds of miles

away from the seat of royalty itself.

We are loth to accept Mr. Karkaria’s

theory that no such incident could

have occurred. As there is no smoke

without fire, so there oannot have

lived a tradition for over two hundred

years without some occurrence of the

kind having taken place. ‘he tradition

has been preserved in proseand rhyme.

There is no inherent improbability

therefore in the circumstance. Mherji

Rana on his return must have mag-

nified the incident, which may have

been most trivial and not worth no-

ting, into a big affair and endeavoured

thus to cheaply earn kudos for himself

of his grand doings at the court of

the great emperor. On the side of

Akbar’s historians its triviality may

have prompted them to take no notice

of it whatever. On the side of Mehrji

Rana, it may have been that the mo-

tive was to pose himself as having

performed some wonderful feat merely

by spiritualism. Mehrji may h:ive

been a spiritual braggadocio who

wanted tu make some capital for him-

self out of his visit to Akbar, What

was more easy than to tel] a stirring

traveller's tale, which he knew none

would care to verify. He wanted to

add, perhaps, to his self-importance

by magnifying an oocurrence of a

character scarce worth noticing.

There must be a germ of the episude.

And ia all probability, it developed

it into a myth with this germ as a

basis, Are not most of the Greek

mytha based on a substratum of some

historical fact? In the present case,

the tradition supports the incident. It

may have heen most trumpery and not

worth noticing. But it is too dogmatic

for Mr. Karkaria to brush it aside as

absolutely without foundation.

No. 6.

(The Bombay Gazette, 24th August 1896 .

AKBAR AND THE PARSEES.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE BOMBAY GAZRTTE.

S1r,—Why was the Bombay Branoh

of the Royal Asiatic Society esta-



blished? Was it to serve the purpose

of an ordinary circulating library ¢

Or was it to provide, in consideration

of an annual douceur of fifty rupees,

facilities for exhibiting and adver-

tising the vamped-up wares of any

member who had a quant. suff. of

temerity? Or was if again—to use

the words of old Sandie Mackay—to

enable every chick who had found a

grain of corn to run ont cackling

with the shell on his head, and tell

it to all the world, as if there never

was barley grown on the face of the

earth before? Mr. Karkaria’s paper

on ‘‘ Akbar and the Parsees hus

Jed me to ask these questions. If

there is any subject in Indian History

which has been threshed out by many

men of ‘‘ real’? learning, it is that

of Akbar’s religious faith. Seventy

years ago (1818, Captain Vans

Kennedy read a paper before the

Bombay Literary Society on Akbar's

new religion. His essay contains an

excellent description of the character

and development of Akbar’s innova-

tions, and he also gave, for the first

time in English, a translation of the

arguments which the author of the

** Dabestan ’’ puts into the mouths

of the professors of different religions.

Vana Kenneay had not before him the

full text of Badaoni. All that he

knew of that writer's opinions was

aé secondhand from another work,

called the ‘‘ Gul-i-Rana.”

quently, Horace Hayman Wilson

wrote in 1824, another most valuable

essay in which all the material facts

in Badaoni are marshalled with a

Conse-
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fidelity, Incidity and skill quite worthy

of the continuator of Mill. In 1866

egain, Edward Rehatsek published in

our own city a little brochure con-

taining translations of all the passages

in Badaoni which bear on that change

in Akbar’s beliof which culminated

in his ‘‘ Divine Monotheism.” The

labours of Shea and Troyer, Bloch-

mann and Lowe are better known and

need no special mention. Where then,

I ask, was the necessity of writing

another paper on the subject? Has

Mr. Karkaria cited any authority,

or even any single passage of import-

ance, which had been neglected by his

predecessors’ las he summarised the

results of their investigations better ?

or ig it that ‘‘his” English is more

‘engaging’? than Wilson’s and Vans

Kennedy’s ? Has he done anything

moré than ‘‘ conveyed” bodily to his

pages the identical facts and state-

ments which had been handled more

skilfully by his betters? One proof

of all this will suffice. Mr. Karkaria’s

principal authorities are Badaoni and

the Dabistan. Five out of the six

passages which he quotes from the

former have been cited by Wilson in

his paper (Rost’s Ed. of Wilson’s

Works, Vol. J1., pp. 379-400). The

picturesque description of the Brahman

Devi on his Charpoi occurs on p. 384,

the allusion to the Padres on p. 387,

the most interesting reference to the

fire worshippers of Nausari on p. 389,

the argument of Birbal in favour of

sun-worship on p. 388, and the men-

tion of Hom on p. 389. The only

one which does not appear in this list



is that abont the ‘‘bootful of oxcre-

ments” which Wilson had the good

taste to omit, and which is neithor

important, edifying, nor savoury. So

that we have in the compass of five

pages in Wilson, the identica) facts

and statements which Mr. Karkaria

says he has extracted from Badaoni.

It is true that Wilson does not quote

Tennyson, but most people will agree

that tags of poetry, however excellent,

are not essential in an ‘“‘ original ”

historical essay.

I will now, with your permission,

proceed to criticise in detail Mr. Kar-

karia’s lucubration, and to point out

the numerons errors into which, m

spite of all this excellent guidance,

his half-knowledg» has led him. Tho

introductory tall-talk about Henri

Quatre may be passed over with the

remark that such historical paralleis,

even when sound, ure rathor curious

than informing, and certainly not ur-

gently called-for in a paper read before

a society gstublished for encouraging

‘original’? research in ‘‘ Oriental ”’

Literature. The genera] remarks

about the religious condition of the

time may be found in every good His-

tory of India. When Mr. Karkaria

conjectures that Max Muller’s hezita-

tion about identifying the ‘‘Samanas”’

of Badaoni with the Sansorit, ‘‘ Shra-

mana,” und therefore with Buddhists,

aroso from a misinterpretation of

Blochmann’s, he is evidently out of

his depths. Mr. Karkaria appears to

be ignorant that the Sauskrit ‘‘Shra-

mana” is capable of more than one

meaning. It signifies according to
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Monier Williams, ‘‘ one who makes

efforts or exertions, one who performs

acts of penance and austerity, an asce-

tic, a religious mendicant, a Buddhist

ascetic.” Jf Mr. Karkaria will refer

to H. H. Wilson’s paper on ‘* Buddha

and Buddhism ” (Works, ii. pp. 312-

315), he will find that ‘‘ Sramana

is not exclusively the designation of

& Buddhist; it is equally that of a

Brahinanical ascetic, and its use dees

not positively determine to which

class it is to be applied.” Further,

Wilson, remarks that the ‘‘ Sarmanai’’

of Megasthenes and Clemens of Alexan-

dria are not Buddhists but Brahmans,

But in Porphyry and Cyril, ‘* Sama-

nai” is employed to designate Bud-

dhists. Sprenger again in a note to

his translation of Masndi’s ‘‘ Meadows

of Gold”? (pp. 319-320) quotes the

“* Mefatih-ul-Ulum,” in which ‘‘ Sa-

manean’’ are identified with Buddhists,

Rehutsek points out that althoagh

Tibetans are mentioned ag having

come to the Court of Akbar, * it is

not certain whether Buddhists are

really meant.” (Op. cit. p. 20 note).

Mr. Karkaria will thus perceive that

the question is not so easy as he thinks,

and that MaxMauller’s hesitation is

really due not to Blochmann’s error,

but to the double meaning which

‘*Sramana”’ bears in Sanskrit. The

digression about Akbar’s relations to

Christianity and the parade of his-

torical authorities, which Mr. Kar-

karia expects to turn to account in

manufacturing another paper, are

manifestly irrelevant, and these de-

fects cannot be said to be redeemed
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by the ravelation of the intimacy ex-
isting between Mr. Karkaria and Mr.

Constable. Coming to the legend it-

self, which Mr. Karkaria has atilized as

® peg whereon to hang his yarn, he

is evidently ignorant that when he

describes Meherji Rana’s rival as a

““Hindu priest, Jugut guru, ‘ by

name,’ ’’ he is committing a blunder.

‘‘ Jugut-guru ’’ is not a personal
name, but a titular designation of the

ocoupant of Sankaracharaya’s spiri-

tual ‘gadi.” Jt is the title by which

the pontiff (so to say) of a very large
number of Hindns has continued to be

known for centuries. In the ‘‘ khiyal’’
which embalms ihe legend, © the

“ Jugut-guru ” is evidently mentioned

as the most doughty champion of

Hindu religion and Hindu science,

As Akbar ‘‘collected the opinions of

every one, especially of such as were

not Mohammedans,” (Badaoni, apud

Elliot and Dowson, V., p- 527), it is

most unlikely that he would omit to

invite the Jugut-guru, 2» sort of

Hindu Pope—a *‘ gurn” (teacher)

of world-wide authority. Now let us

seo what Mr. Karkaria has done to

enlighten us on this part of the subject.

All that he says comes to this, that

the story is not mentioned in the

historians. Poor man, what can he

do? He, as a critical historian des«

tined to reconstruct and rewrite the

annals of his country, is not going

to ‘‘stultify ’ himself by vouching

for it in the absence of all mention

in his authorities; as if, even in case

Mr. Karkaria had found * this highly

improbable if not impossible event”

described in 9 thousand and one his-

tories, anyone in his senses would

have believed that two suns actually

“‘appeared in the heavens’? for days

together.

We now come to the passage in the

Dabistan, (about the fire worshippers

from Naosari), which is an amplified

reproduction of that from Badaoni.

Here we have a test of Mr. Karkaria’s

Persian Scholarship. ‘Ihere are at

least two errors in Shea and Troyer’s

translation, which Mr. Karkaria, the

critical, cites with a confidence almost

child-like. Is happens that one of

these two errors is responsible for

making absolute nonsense of the ori-

ginal. We may trust Mr. Karkaria

to tell what he ‘‘ thinks *? of a doubt+

ful error on the part of Blochmann,

or an undoubted one on that of the

“learned translator of Badaoni,’*

when he has had a “wrinkle” from

someone more knowing than himeelf,

but when it comes to correcting a real

blunder, out of his own head, Mr. Kar-

karia is as silent as the grave. Will

he tell us what he understood by “Iti
set’ being ‘‘ among the sentences

of the Lord?” Sentences of the Lord

indeed? Te it fire that is a sentence

of the Lord? or is ‘‘ Iti set,” a verse

of the Koran? Had Mr. Karkaria,

who has a nervous dread of omitting

to mention the number of the corres-

ponding page in the ‘‘ Persian” text

of Badaoni (lest people should think

that he was unable to read that langu-
age), been capable of understanding

the Debistan in the original, he would

have seen that the true reading is
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‘‘Ayati ast as ayat-i-Khodawand,”

that is, ‘It (Fire) is a ‘sign’ out

of the ‘signs’ of the Lord,’’ and the

other error, I will leave to Mr. Kar-

karin, ae it is one that any school-

boy can find out for himself.

And now I come to Mr. Karkaria’s

reasons for holding that Meherji Rana

could not have taken any prominent

part in instructing Akbar, and that

it was Ardeshir of Kerman, who led

the ‘‘ Shahinshab ” to Parsesism.

Now, there is no doubt that Meherji

Rana went to Akbar’s Court about

1578. The Sanad for the firat Jaghir

of two hundred Bighas bears that date.

It is also certain that Meherji itana

was by the unanimous consent of the

Anjuman of Naosari elected its Dastur

on 12th March 1579, and confirmed

on Ist September, 1580 (Parsi Pra-

kash, Vol. i. pp. 8-9. Dosabhai Fram-

ji, Vol. ii. pp. 3-4). Meherji Rana

died in 1591, and in 1595 the old

grant of -200 bighas was confirmed

io favour of Kaikobad, Meherji’s son

and successor, who had an additional

grant of 100 bighas, conferred upon

him personally (Parsi Prakash, i. p. 9,

and note). All this munificence to

father and son would be inexplicable

if Akbar had been ‘‘ dissatisfied’ with

Meherji or his sov. The facta above

cited on the authority of the Parsee

Prakash (whose author quotes the

manuscript records on which they are

based), receive independent confirma-

tion from Badaoni himself, who, it is

most important to note, mentions the

fire-worshippers of Naosari under the

events of the year 1578, and who dis-

tinotly asserts that ‘‘on the New-Year

festival of the 25th year after his

accession, he (Akbar) prostrated him-

self hoth before the san and before

the fire in public, and in the evening

the whole court had to rise up respect-

fully when the Iamps and candles

were lighted ’? (apud Elliot and Dow-

son, V., p.531, also Rehatsek, p. 27).

Badaoni is altogether silent about

Ardeshir, and the reference to him

and to Azar-Kaivan occurs only in

the amplified version of the ‘ Dabes-

tan.’ Badaoni admits that the fire-

worshippers ‘‘biassed the Emperor in

their favour” (Rehatsek, p. 26, El-

liot and Dowson, p. 530), yet he does

not know anything of Ardeshir, or

his influence, and good reason, for hia

History comes to an end in 1595v6.

(Elliot and Dowson, V., p. 479),

while it can be proved by docu-

mentury and other evidence that Ar-

deshir came to India only in 1597

(Parsi Prakash, i.,p.10). Mr. Kar-

karia admits that Ardeshir ‘ was

invited some years after Meherji

Rana,” and, if according to Badaoni,

Akbar publicly adored the san and

fire, ‘directed that the sacred fire

should be made over to the charge of

Abu)-Fazl”’ and ‘‘adopted the Nauroz-

j-Jalali for the celebration of his

uccession to the throne” (Elliot and

Dowson, V., pp. 530-1) ‘“‘in the

25th year of his reign,” how can it

be said that Ardeshir, ‘who did not

arrive till the 42nd,” was the person

who ‘‘led Akbar to Parsesism?”’ The

‘leading to Parseeiam” had been al-

ready brought about, according to
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Mr. Karkaria’s own authority, nine-

teen years before. According to the

“‘Dabestan,” Akbar invited not only

Azarkaiwan, but also other “ fire

worshippers from Kerman,’’ besides

Ardeshir (iii. p, 95-6). Are we then

to adopt Mr. Karkaria’s mothod of

reasoning, and say that he did so

because ‘“‘he could not get much out

of” Ardeshir either? The fact is

that Akbar invited Ardeshir, not he-

cause he was dissatisfied with Meherji

Rana, but because in 1597 (ninetoen

years after Mehorji Rana’s visit) he

appears to have had another accession

of zeal in favour of Zoroastrianism.

Meherji Rana was not then in the land

of the living, having departed six

years before (1591) to the ‘‘hourne

from which no traveller returns” to

Nausari or to Delhi either.

Mr. Karkaria further asserts that

the arguments brought forward hy the

Zoroastrian in the ‘‘ Dahestan’’ show

“great acumen and knowledge,’ and

he does not “think that an obscure

priest in a corner of Guzerat could

have been able to adduce them with

such skill and dialectical ability.”

Now, this is a very strange statement

as coming from a critical historian.

I have read with the greatest atten-

tion the whole section on the “ Dabis-

tan”’ on the ‘‘ Dispute of the poople

of Different Religions ”’ (iii. pp. 50-

105). The author makes the follower

of Zerdusht stand in a corner and

open his mouth but once during the

whole debate, and then only to utter

a sentence of two lines: ‘‘ Maintain

all this,” he said to the philosopher,

‘but do not deny miracles in general,

for our prophet, too, ascended to

heaven” (iii. p. 73). This precious

dictum is the solitary authority (un-

less Mr. Karkaria in desperate straits

presses into his service another equally

insignificant and inconclusive passage

on p. 93) for the tirade about acumen

and dialectical ability and knowledge

of other religions and of history and

philosophy. May I not with good

reason exclaim, commend me to Mr.

Karkaria for an honest historian, com-

mend me also to him for a subtle logi-

cian! For his argument comes to this.

The follower of Zerdusht in the Dabis-

tan was possessed of all these gifts (an

unwarranted assertion): § Meherji

Rana, born in a corner of Guzerat,

had not and could not have had them

(another gratuitous assumption).

Therefore Meherji Rana did not take

“any great part in the religious and

philosophical discussions that were car-

ried on in the Emperor’s presence.” |! !

Here, Sir, I will conclnde. I have

pointed out that the same subject

has been more skilfully handled by

others, and that there is nothing

new in Mr. Karkaria’s paper except

the old wives’ tale with which every

Parsee urchin is familiar. I have

shown that Mr. Karkaria has not

grasped the pith of the controversy

about ‘‘ Samaneans;” I have demons-

trated his ignorance of the meaning

of such a common Hindu title as

‘** Jugat-guru;” IT have proved that

he is incapable of testing ihe accuracy

of any translation from the Persian;

I have exposed the futility ot the
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reaxoning he has employed to discount

Mehorji Rana’s influence; and lastly,

I have convicted him of making aaser-

tion on the authority of the ‘* Dabis-

tan” for which there is not the

slightest: warrant in that work.

Ep. OCHLLIREE, Junior.

Bombay, August 19.

No. 7.

(The Times of India, 25th August 1896.)

Mr. KARKARIA ON “ AKBAR

AND THE PARSHEES.”

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES OF INDIA,

Sin,—By giving

Mr. Karkaria’s learned lecture on

“Akbar and the Parsees”’ in your

issuo of the 11th instant, vou have

done no small kindness to the Parsees

in general as well as to all those

who have any interest in the religious

concerns of this small but enterprising

community. Bat Mr. Karkaria is

either mistaken or misinformed with

regard to some of his views, and in

the interests of truth and justice, I

ask you to insert this letter. Mr. Kar-

karia has chosen to be sceptical with

regard to Dastur Mcherjes Rana of:

Naosari having expounded the princi-

ples of Parseeismm to Akbar. He goes

on to search out historical sources in

connection with this great name.

The fact is that the ‘‘ Dabistan,”

the History thst embodies these re-

ligious arguments actually mentions

what was adduced by each individual

publicity — to

sect without at all giving the names

of the learned Doctars who ropresented

exch sect. It puts forth the contro-

versies us advanced by the Shia, the

Suni, the Jew, the Christian, the Hin-

doo, the Zoroastrain &.

It is no doubt an ackuowlodged fact

that all these acccounts came to be

published later on, and that the ori-

ginal writers thereof were only Mabo-

medans, whose funaticism in those

times cannot be questioued. It is no

way “improbable” that the blind

relivions zeal of the times must have

induced the composers to omit alto-

gothorthe history of the miraculous

tradition regarding Meherjee Rana

and anything calculated to be in.

favonr of the Parsees.

The author of the famous ‘* Tawari-

khe-Muamaleke Hind ” gives an open

vent, to his feelings in the words

‘* Birbal and the unbelieving (Kafir)

Pursees led away the heart of Akbar.”

This ig but typical of all the Indian

[Tistorians of the day.

When the learned Doctors of Islam

that had to iake part in the discus-

sions, the Historians of the period,

Akbar’s deseondants and his very son

and successor Jehangir, were all ao

openly opposed to Akbar’s religious

movements, it is altogether useless

to expect them to write anything

conducive to Parseeism. Saadi’s

well-known tale of ithe Painter and

the Tiger need not be repeated here.

As to priest ‘‘ Ardeshir of Kir-

man” he is known to have visited

Akbar seven years after the death of



Meherjee Rana a fact established from

the date of a letter he had written

from Delhi to Vastur Kamdin of

Broach, and during Ardeshix’s stay

at Delhi the Emperor is known to

have died.

Dastur Aspandiarjee Kumdinjee

has edited a book entitled “An ac-

count of the Kabisa’’ in which he

openly siates, that the work allotted

to Dastur Ardeshir by the Emperor

was to prepare a Dictionary of Zand,

Pazand and Avesta terms, a work

which was completed under Emperor

Jehangir and issued under the title

of Farhang-e-Jehangiri. This shows

that Dastur Ardeshir had taken no

part in the religious disputations of

Emperor Akbar. Because if he had,

the Dastur of Broach would not huve

failed to mention so important an

event in his ‘‘ Kabisa.”’
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The passage of ‘“ Dabistan ”’ so

faithfully quoted but so erroneously

interpreted by Mr. Karkaria on the

contrary supports the traditional con-

clusion that Akbar had received his

instructions of Zoroastrianism from

the priests of Naosari.

It distinctly states as Mr. Karkaria

pute it -—

“Tn like manner, the firewor-

shippers, who had come from the town

of Naosari situated in the district of

Gujerat asserted the truth of the re-

ligion of Zoroaster, and the great

reverence and worship due to fire.

The Emperor called them to his presence

and was pleased to take information

about the way and lustre of wise men.
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He also called from Persia a follower

of Zardusht, named Ardeshir, to whom

he sent money.”

The omission of the name and do-

ings of Meherjee Rana, so natural

to Mahomedan writers ; The Separate

Hpochs that mark the individual

careers of Meherjee Rana and Arde-

shir ; the unmistakable words used in

the ‘‘ Kahisa ’ as to tho charge of

the lexicon entrusted to Ardeshir by

the Emperor; the legend about Me-

herjee Rana observed among the

Parsees with religiuus reverence and

handed down among them from

futher to son and versified by their

learned men since Meherjee Rana’s

death, the plain passage in the

*“Dabistan” quoted by Mr. Karkaria,

the lecturer’s quotation from ‘‘ Ba-

downi”’ which runs:—‘‘ Fire wor-

shippers also came from Naosari.........

They also attracted the Emperor’s re-

gard and tanght bim &o.” the grant

of 300 gores of land possessed by

Meherjes Rana’s family from the

Mogul Court, all these facts go to

prove with one voice that Akbar was

led to Varseeism by the ‘‘ Firewor-

shippers from Naosari’”’? and not by

Arceshir and that the fire worshippers

from Nuosari were none other than

Dastur Meherjee Rana of Naoaari and

his suite.

It has pleased Mr. Karkaria to

refuse to believe that ‘‘ an obscure

priest in a corner of Gujerat could

have been sble’’ to conduct so ably

those learned debates in favour of

Zoroastrianism. Ighall thank Mr. Kar-

karia to point out to me from what
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** Historical Sources’ he has derived

his curious belief that in those times

there was no learning in Naosari. Mr.

Karkaria forgets that in those times

the whele Parsee population was con-

fined to Gujrat only. There was no

wonder that three hundred years ago

Naosari had the honour to produce a

learned and pious Dastur as Meherjee

Rana. Even as far back as

hundred years ago there flourished a

great man as Dastur Neriosang Dha-

wal who translated the Avesta into

Sanskrit. Am I to suppose he had

done thia without learning ? Then

again we had Faredoon Ilom, Ashdin

Kaks, Dastar Darab Palan, his father

Palau Faredoon, and Dastur Jamasp-

Asa, the fuunder of the Jamaspasa

family, who flourished after Meherjee

Rana and who were all colossuses of

learning like Mvherjee Rana. Can

Mr. Karkaria refute this fact ?

Dastur Darab Palan in his ‘* Kholase

Din” and Dastur Shapoorjee Maneck-

jee Sanjana in his ‘' Kisse-e-Sanjan,”’

openly mention Dastur Meherjee Kana

as a great Dastur. Can Mr. Karkaria

venture to say there is no truth in this?
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Lastly I must not forget to express

to the great scholar Dr. Pollen the

earnest and fervent thanks of all right

thinking Parsees, of the Meberjee Rana

family and of my humble self for his

impartial and learned criticisms on Mr.

Karkaria’s lecture and thus doing a

merited justice to Dastur Meherjee

Rana of Naosari.

PESTANJEE NASSARWANJEE

DASTUR MEHERJEE RANA,

Naosari, 23rd August, 1896.

No. 8.

(Ihe limes of India, 28th August 1896.)

Mr. KARKARIA ON AKBAR

AND THE: PARSEHES.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES OF INDIA.

Str,—I am glad of an opportunity

of recurring to the subject of Akbar

and the Parsees, as I see that it has

attracted wide notice. Iam glad also

to consider the arguments brought

against my view. But I am very sorry

to say that the arguments brought

forward by Mr. Meherji Rana of

Naosari, though courteously worded,

areas inconvincible and futile as the

spiteful and angry nonsense spouted

out in your contemporary by the bile

o£ a criticaster, who is as notorious

for his petty jealousies as for the

various disguises in which it pleases his

heart to masquerade; but because

courteous they do not merit the con-

tempt which the latter richly deserved.

I said that the Dudistan, though it

mentions all the important facts about

the religious discussions at Akbar’s

Court, does not mention this Meherji

Rana nor his so-called miracle. I con-

tend that if this miracle had been per-

formed it must most assuredly have

been mentioned, as the author men-

tions so many other such marvels as

to be censured by his fair and appre-

ciative translator, M. Anthony Troyer,

‘“‘Mohsan Fani believed,” says he,

*‘some strange stories of miracles,

and viewed with astonishment tricks

of jugglers, which he relates with

serious credulity, strangely contras-
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ting with his usual good sense, saga-

city and judgment. Thns, he presents

to us a man standing on his head with

his heels in the aftr during a whole

night, others restraining their breath

during a whole night, and remaining

immovable during two or three days!

He speaks of the miraculous effects of

austerity, such ag being in different

places at the same time, resuscitating

the dead, understanding the languages

of animals, vegetables and minorals,

walking on the surface of water, and

through fire and air, commanding the

elements, leaving and reassuming the

body; and the like.” ( Preliminary

Discourse to the Dabistan, vol. T, p.

olxxxv). I$ is such a writer so ex-

cessively fond of the miraculous, who,

when he is just on the very subject of

the doings of the Parsees from Naosari

at Akbar’s Court, does not mention
any miracle worked by any of them,

What does it show? Certainly that

nothing of the sort happened.

Your correspondent says that no

names of anv one are mentioned in the

Duabistan, and, therefore, not of

Meherji Rana. But the name of Arde-

shir of Kerman is distinctly mentioned

and in connection with religious en-

lightment. I shall quote the passage

again: “‘ Akbaralso called from Persia

a follower of Zardusht named Ardeshir

to whom he sent monev; he delivered

the sacred fire with care to the wise

Shaikh Abul Fazl, and established

that it should be preserved in the

interior apartment by night and day,

according to the rule of the Mobeds,”’

ete. (Shea and Troyer, vol. iii,

p- 95). Still, in the face of this, your

correspondent makes bold to assert

that Ardeshir was called only for

some Zend words for Akbar’s Dic-

tionary. To do this is simply child-

ishoess. Then again to turn his argu-

ment against himself, if Ardeshir’s

name is mentioned by the author of

the Dabistan, who is very sparing in

mentioning .names, for the trivial

work he did for the Dictionary, would

he not have mentioned Meherji Rana’s

name, and not only mentioned but

given details about him if he had per-

formed the astounding miracle at-

tribated to him and taken such a

prominent part in the philosophical

and religious discussion as is alleged ?

Then there is the strange charge of

fanaticism brought against the author

of tho Dabdistan. ‘‘It is no doubt an

acknowledged fact,’’ says your corres-

pondent ‘‘that all these accounts

came to be published later on, and

that the original writers thereof were

only Mahomedans, whose fanaticism

in those times cannot be questioned.”

Now this, said of the author of the

Dabistan, is simply nonsense and gross

ignorance. I wonder whether a man,

who says this, has ever even opened

the Dabistan. If anything, it is bias-

sed in favour of the Parsees and their

religion, so much so that the writer,

whoever he may have been, is called a

person ‘‘with strong Parsce tenden-

cies” by a competent authority, so

much so that some Parsee scholars

have held that it was written by a

Parsee himself. The account, which

he gives of the Parsee religion and
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which takes up a large part of the

whole work, is certainly very favour-

able if not flattering to the followers of

that religion. Some of his chief au-

thorities are works by learned Parsees

of Persia, and his friends were of that

religion. Yet here is a person who

comes forward to accuse him of fana-

ticism and put him in the same cate-

gory as other Mahomedan writers!

His sense of historical evidence may

be gauged from his putting against

the explicit statement of the Dabistan

that Ardeshir was called to take part

in religious disputes the irresponsible

statement of a priest who flourished

centuries after in (tujarat, that Arde-

shir was called all the way from Per-

sia in order to contribute a few Zend

words in a Dictionary !

Then there is the curious statement

that the legend about Meherji Rana is

“observed the Parsees with

religious reverence and handed down

among them from father to son.”’ But

let me say that Parsees are not such

boobies as to believe in such yarns

woven by interested parties. They

are too shrewd and soberminded to

believe this and similar so-called mira-

cles performed by men without any

credentials from heaven. Who is it

that reverences Meherji Rana? He is

looked upon as a mere priest of those

bygone ignorant times. A Parsee

paper said only the other day that

Meherji Itana was a braggadoccio,

who talked big about what he had

done ai Delhi to the poor and ignorant

folk at Naosari and set this absurd

tradition going.

among

Now let me come to the state of

knowledge and learning among the

Parsees in Meherji Rana’s time. I

put it very mildly when I said that an

obscure priest in a corner of Gujarat

was incompetent to explain his religion

at Akbar’s Parliament of Religious at-

tended by so many wise and learned

doctors of the other faiths. Now I

shall go a little further into the matter

and say something about the ‘‘colos~

suses of learning like Meherji Rana.””

First of all this Meherji Rana was not

a Dastur or high priest when he

went to Delhi. He was then only a

common priest undistinguished from

the common herd of priests. He was

nade a Dastur only after his return

from Delhi and his boasting about his

doings there. ( Parst Prakash, p. 9)

The Parse Revayets enuble us to know

the state of knowledge among the

Parsees of Gujarat in the fifteenth and

sixteenth centuries. And what do

they show? No far are they from re-

vesling to us any ‘‘ colossuses of lear-

ing,” that they lay bare a state of the

grossest ignorance about religion and

even its most ordinary and elementary

observances. It is a matter of noto-

riety among Parsees that for cen-

turies their ancestors in Gujarat knew

nothing about their religion. The

famous Danish Avesta scholar, Wester-

gard, who had made a special study

of Parsi, religious MSS. and bad

gone to vations places in Gujarat in

search of these, said that ignorance of

their religion was the prevailing defect

of the Parsees in Naosari and Gujarat

during the last several centuries and
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p-5) The author of the Parsi Pra-

kash, my painstaking and laborious

friend Mr. B, B. Patel, says under

the year 1478: ‘‘ After their arrival in

India from Persia, the Parsees day by

day grew in ignorance of their re-

ligion and ancient customs and tradi-

tions, and in religious matters they

were very unenlightened.” Their ig-

norance was so great that they at last

tried the expediont of sending mes-

sengers to Persia asking information

about religious matters from the

Zoroastrians in Persia who were kind

enough to answer these queries. ~The

first letter of religious information

thus received was in 1478 and is very

curious. In it information is given

about the most elementary points of

religious observances in which the

Parsees of Naosari and Gujarat were

found wanting. And such is the ig-

norance of the priesthood of Naosari

about their sacred languages and writ=

ings that the Dasturgs of Persia re-

commend them to send ‘‘a couple of

priests to Persia in order to learn

Pahlavi and thereby be better able to

know their religion and its practices.”

( Revayet of Barjor Kamdin, p. 355.

MS. Malla Firoze Library No. 353.)

Even as late as 1725 three Dasturs of

Gujarat, including one of Naosari and

another from Surat, the famous Dastur

Darab who in his turn tanght Anque-

til Duperron, were taught the Zoud

and Pahlavi languages by a priest

from Persia named Jamsap Vilayati.

( Westergard, Avesta I, p. 5). After

1478, frequent letters were sent to
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Persia, and the answers received from

the Persian Dasturs were recorded und

treasured up in what are culled the

Persian Revayets. For instance, in a

letter sent in 1527, the famous ‘‘ Ardai

Viraf Nameh,”” which contains the

Parsee traditional representation of

heaven and hell, was transmitted to

India as no copy existed there of even

this famous book ( Revayet of Kamdin

Khambalti, p. 67). In 1559, many

more books were asked for from

Broach and sent them by Dastura of

Persia ( Revayet of Burjor Kamdin,

p. 343). Even as late as 1627, a

eopy of the ‘‘ Vispered”? was asked

from Persia ( Revayet of Darab Hor-

muzdyaur, p. 455). Now, if ‘‘colos-

suses of learning” existed in Naosari

and Gujarat, where was the necessity

of all this correspondence begging for

information and books from Persia ?

To tell you the truth, these ‘‘colos-

suses”’ exist only in the imagination

o£ your correspondent and other in-

terested persons. 1 am thankful to the

learned librarian of the Mulla Feroxe

Library, our excellent Zend Scholar

Hrwad Sheriarji Bharucha, for hia

kindness when I was consulting these

MS. Revayets treasured up in that

Library.

There is still stronger contemporary

evidence of the state of gross ig-

norance of Parsees, priests and laity

alike of Naosari and other parts of

Gujarat, in the sixteenth century, the

very age of this so-called ‘‘ colossus

of Jearning,’’ Meherji Rana. This is

in a book written in the thirties of the

sixteenth century, about 1535, by a
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giving a straightfurward and true

accoupt of what he saw during his

travels in Naosari und the neighbour-

ing cities of Gujarat. He was ac-

compained by another Persian, and

both of them were merely lay mer-

chants and not very learned at all.

Yet even they were shocked at the

grossest ignorance of their faith in

which the Parseos of Gujarat were

then hopelessly steoped. ‘These did

not even know the most elementary

facts of the faith they professed, and

this Persian Parsee makes the melan-

choly observation that they were no

better than the durvaads or non-Zoro-

astrinns around tham,—most of them

had not even the sacred thread and

shirt, considered so very indispensable

by every true Zoroastrian, about them!

Nay, the Parsees of Gujarat kaew their

pitiable condition, and acknowledged

it in the letter of invitation they sent

to this whose name waa

Kaoos, in these penitentinl words:

“Though you are laymen, you are our

priests ; for our laity in India do not

know their religion, and onr faith is

corrupted by our having gone astray.

And all our laity have accepted the

ways of durvands or infidels, and there

are none here to aid us in religious

knowledge.”’ This was written by the

leader of the Naosari society which

Was supposed to coutain our pretended

‘‘colossuses of Jearning.”’ f shall not

quote further from this interesting —

bat interesting to me as a Parsee in a

very meluncholy way—uccount in Per-

sian called the ‘‘ Kissa-eh-Kaoos-y-

Persian,
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Afshad,’’ which is also to be found in

the first part of a book called the

Hadesa Nameh, or an ‘ Account of

the former evil days of the Parsees.’”

The distinguished aad learned Parsee

scholar of the beginning of this cen-

tury, Mulla Feroze, accepts as quite

true this account of Kaoos, and quotes

it in the preface to his learned treatise

Avijeh Din. No doubt can be reason-

ably thrown on this narrative of the

Persian traveller. In truth, it fur-

nishes a gloomy picture of the degrad-

ed state of our people in Gujarat in

the middle of the sixteenth century.

dix atno disce omne. This is typical of

several centuries, Neriosang |hawal,

who flourished ages and centuries be~

fore Meherji, was no doubt a learned

doctor of our faith. But what a poor

argument, that because he was learned,

anether man who flourished more

than five hundred years after him

should also have been learned !

Winally, I may say that the case for

poor Meherji Rana must be desperate

when so much is made of a single

sentence of Dr. Pollen’s which is

magnified into ‘‘his impartial and

learned critici-ms,’’ I do not see how

this justice to Meherji

Rann” has been done by the learned

Doctor. But if he really thinks ao, he

is welcome to the ‘‘earnest and fer-

vent thanks of all right-thinkiog

Parsees, of the Meherji Rana family

and of my humble self!”’ Right-think-

ing Purseer, at any rate, whatever the

““Meherji Rana family’’ and his

*‘humble self”’ the correspondent may

think, wil] not thank anyone who will

‘** merited
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try to bolster up a false and lying

legend. I have done enongh to show

that this Meherji Rana was a common

priest of the time, not possessing the

ability and learning requisite for taking

part in the philosophical discussions

in Akbar’s Ibadat-Khana ; and that the

Zoroastiian representative there was

the Persian priest Ardeshir, wisely

called by Akbar from Persia, the very’

place where in these very times the

Parsis of Gujarat themselves looked

for knowledge of their religion and

obtained it in driblets —Yours, &o.

R. P, KARKARIA.

August 26.

No. 9.

(The Independent, 30th August 1896.)

Mr. R. P. Karkaria would pardon

us when wa say that he has cut a miser-

able figure, one which we had never

expected from a diligent student of

historical researches like him, in his

recent efforts at reading an ‘historical

essay’ before the Bombay Branch of

the itvyal Asiatic Society on ‘* Akbar

aud the Parsis.”” The subject selected

was indeed an interesting one. It is

a subject which although fully ex-

hausted by different historians and

essayists in one way or another in

years gone by, has still a charm of its

own with it, so that whenever new

critics approach the worn out topic,

the interest in narration is naturally

sustained. The old story, though told

over and over again, never displeases

the hearers, hence it is that the above

Society must have permitted the

young Parsi graduate to handle it in

his own engaging way, so that the

mem bers present may pass an hour

and a quarter pleasantly if not alto=

gether profitably. But an_ historical

essay read before a learned body is

not, we submit, simply meant to while

away a good afternoon. That is not

its chief aim, The aim of giving out

learned discourses isa far reaching

one. Itis to make a larger and a criti-

cal body of the general public to

understand in a hetter and more con-

vincing manner things pertaining to

history, tradition, mythology, philo-

sophy and over which much doubt

might be existing or different iater-

pretations of conflicting character are

pluced. A thorough searcher after truth

and one who fully understands the

subject with which he may have iden-

tified himself for the time being in

all its bearings, can alone be respect-

fully, heard and his words can alone

carry weight with the outside public.

Again an historical researcher or one

who lays claim to such a title, must be

a man of much dispassionate thought,

of perfectly calm judgment and strictly

impartial mind, without any bias or

prejudice towards men and things he

has to deal with, and only bent upon

giving the ripe fruit of his exhaustive

researches in a way which may at

once satisfy those before whom his

experience is placed, that he has not

the slightest selfish motive io serve,

not the least ugly hero worshipping

to fulfil, not the faintest idea un-

worthily belittling the importance of
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in short, who is above board and of

whom it can not be even whis-

pered that his research was directed

with any purpose in view of lowering

down or humiliating this party or

clan at the expense of that or the other.

In an historical easny on old traditions

or legends, the essayist is required by

canons of wholesome criticiem io be

at once courteous in his tone and sedate

in his temper while alluding to men

and subjects of the past with that feel-

ing of reverence even for those whose

claim to everlasting fame or regard he

may be constrained to question or even

to condemn. Now whut has led us to

characterise Mr. Karkaria’s recent

easay ua miserable is this, that he

seems to have imported in- his paper

that view of animus so glaringly shock-

ing as to condemn him at the first

sight of being overpowered with a zeal

to hnmiliate and insult a character

which plays a prominent part in his

paper. Those of our readers who have

read his insulting taunts later on in

connection with Dustur Meherji Rana

ina vernacular daily, will no doabt

bear out what we say. He has used

such epithets to that old departed Das-

tur of sacred memory as to make the

blood boil of those who still revere him

as vhe first Parsi to go from Gujerat

to Delhi, who had performed an ase

tounding miracle and led Akbar to Par-

seeisia, The firat part of Mr. Karkaria’s

paper which relates :to the religious

views of that noble Mogal Emperor

has nothing uncommon with it. That

subject has been ably threshed out by
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many previons writers, but what wo

and others object to is the second part,

where in trying to kill the tradition of

the miracle of Meherji Rana, he has

so far gone beyond the mark as to

absolutely stamp his essay as chiefly

‘manufactured for the purpose of lower-

ing down that priest. People in Nao-

aati and also here firmly believe that

Dustar Meherji Rana had at the ex-

press call of Akbar gone from Naosari

to Delhi, attended the Emperor’s court

there, brought down by muttering

some sacred words of the Avesta the

second and a false sun which was

made to uppear by a Hindu Jogi in

the sky through black science, pleased

the Emperor with his high learning,

convinoed him of the greatness of the

Zoroastrian religion and ultimately led

him to Parseeism. Now Mr. Kare

kuria. who as a Naoshakara seems to

belong to the party in opposition to the

one which adores Meherji Rana, has

allowed his prejudice to prevail on his

better judgment so far that while try-

ing to falsify that tradition, he has

unguardedly allowed himself to be

offensive towards that Dustur. ‘I'he

common epithet of ‘ Erwad’ or ‘ Dus-

tur” which is always used as a prefix

by way of courtesy whenever speaking

of a Parsi Priest is nowhere to be

found in his essay, which at once

shows how the name of Meherji Rana

pricks him. But that is not all. He

galls him an obscure priest, of little

learning (although he has not proved

that fact so far ag that priest was

concerned,) Juughs at the idea that

such a poor priest could have ever
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performed a miracle, sapports his

argument by stating that no acconant

is found anywhere to substantiate

that assertion, ridicules the story of

Dustur Meherji Rana being the first

Parsi to impress Akbar with the puri-

ty and nobility of the Zoroastrian

faith and in absence of any valid rea-

soning has gone the length of prov-

ing his lame case by bringing in the

defence that the religious condition

of the Parsis in Gujerat at the time

Meherji Rana is said to have per-

formed the miracle and instilled for

good the tenets of Zoroastrianism in

the mind of Akbar, was such as-not

to bring forth a single man who can

satisfy that mighty potentate’s re-

ligious doubts and that not Meherji

Rana, but a Persian priest named

Ardeshir of Kerman was the person

who had led Akbar to Parseeiam.

*

* *

Now, let us examine his defence by

the light of searching examination.

Dustur Meherji Rana may have been

an obscure priest till he went to

Akbar’s court, but previous obscurity,

we omphatically say, is no disquali-

fication for further publicity and fame.

No one knew—not this writer even—

when Mr. Karkaria passed his B. A.

examination in second classy, that the

‘‘ germs”? of future literary eminence

were lying in him. Those few who

knew him, took him for an obscure

graduate, destined to pass his days at

the desk of a Government office or a

private firm. But when the unpubli-

shed lectures of Carlyle, most cleverly

edited by him saw the light of day,

people came to know and appreciate

his literary bent of mind. We say

literary advisedly, for Mr. Karkaria

is unfit, for any other line than that

alone. Did not that book of his then

first bring him ont of obscurity ? He

can not dony that and also the aus-

picious circumstances under which his

fortune was first unsealed. Well, if

he can not deny Ais obscurity, he is

simply catching at straws in making

us believe that Dustur Meherji Rvna’s

obscurity was the greatest obstacle in

preventing him from cutting that figure

in Akbar’s Court which has made his

name famonus. That Dustur had gone

to Akhar’s Court can not be gainsaid.

That fact is as certain as tho evening

following the morning. He went there

about 1578 and must have there

satisfied Akbar, otherwise that mon-

arch could not have given him in true

oriontal fashion, two hundred bighas

of Jand as gift in Naogari, sanad of

which even exists to this day. Again,

this is also a fact positive and quite at

hand for verification that Meherji

Rana on his return to his native place

was unanimously elected the Dustur or

High Priest of the Parsis of Navsari,

which shows that the Anjuman there

was impressed with the credit he had

achieved at the Emperor’s Court. If

Dustur Meherji Rana who died in

1591, did not take any great purt in

influencing Akbar’s religious views,

how did Akbar come tu worship Fire

and Sun like a Zoroastrian in the 25th

year of his reign, which fact is con-

firmed by Badaoni on whom Mr. Kar-
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karin strongly relies 2? Mr. Karkaria

says, it waa not Meherji Rana but

Arioshir of Kerman, who influen-

ced the mind of Akbar. Now, if this

is to be accepted as true, what was the

date of the arrival of the latter in

India? The latter came many yoars

after the demise of Dusiur Meherji

Rano and went to Delhi in the 42nd

year of Akbar’s reign. If it is to be

believed that he led Akbar to Zoro-

astrianism inthe 42nd year of his reign,

then Badaoni mast be false in stating

that Akbar showed open tendency to-

wards Zoroastrianism in the 25th year

of his realm. Thos, Mr. Karkaria

has failed to prove his caso to the

satisfaction of thoy: who had expected

something better from him in this

respect, and the prejudice, nay cou-

tempt that he has shown towards the

venerable man, who died some three

hundred years ago, quite incapacitates

him for treating this subject in a man-

ner and method befitting an

partial student beat after historical

research. Wedon't belong to Meherji

Raua's faction. This writer does not

im-

even belong to the priestly class, so the

charge can not be laid at our door

that we are more or less partially in-

fluenced on that score. Wo don't wor-

ship Meherji Rana. We don’t extol

him to the seventh heaven and call

him the greatest man of his time. But.

at the saine time, be is not to be shab-

hily treated. What we say is this,

that ho was known as a leading priest

of Naosari,that the tradition regarding

him has sume foundation, that he had

secured the good opinion of Akbar and

that he was liked and loved in his own

time—a time when religious knowledge

being at a very low ebb in Gujerat

amongst the Parsis, it is quite natural

that with the fair knowledge at his

command, Dustur Meherji Rana must

have risen superior to the occasion.

No. 10.

(The Times of India, 23rd Sept. 1896.)

Yet another legend

sinashed, another delu-

sion dissipated, by criti-

cis. It is surely an iconoclastic aye

wenreliving in. It was the other day

that the legend of the impostor Meherji

Rana, an obscure and ignorant Parsee

priest who had been falsely reputed to

have worked a miracle at Akbar’s

Court and to have converted that

monarch to Zoroastrianism, was mier-

cilessly shattered by an able and im-

partial historian before the Asiaiic

Society and in our columns. And now

in the current Contemporary Review,

Professor Dicey employs precisely the

same critical mathod as Mr. Karkaria

in exposing the fallacy of a legend

connected with Pitt. Round Pitt’s

name and memory have colleetced a

sories of legends, all more or less base~

less, though: flattering. Macaulay in

a fine paragraph on this subject, at the

end of his masterly biography of Pitt,

hoped that ‘‘this mythical Pitt who

resembles the genuine Pitt aa little as.

the Charlemagne of Ariosto resemble-

the Charlemagne of Kginhard’’ has

bad his day. But this hope has not

A Legend of

Pitt’s Prophecy.
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quite been fulfilled. The mythica! Pitt

still lives and flourishes. The very

last words with which he departed

from this life have been put into his

mouth, though they were never uttered

by him. These famous words, ‘‘O my

country! how IT love my country,”

however creditable to Pitt’s patriotism

were, it is now proved, not the words

he uttered on his death-hed. The real

last words were these much more

commonplace ones: ‘‘J think I could

eat one of Bellamy’s pork pies !’’

Disraeli learnt this from the very

Bellamy whose culinary skill had thus

the honour of being remembered hy the

illustrious statesman in his last mo-

ments. Lord Rosebery has given Dis-

raeli’s account in an appendix to his

brilliant monograph on his predeces-

sor. But Lord Rosebery has shown

himself careless in adopting snother

statement about Pitt’s last days. Talk-

ing of the effect which the crushing re-

verses of Austria at the hands of

Napoleon bad upon his health and life

he says: ‘* But even in the wreck of

his life, his intrepid foresight survived.

Nothing, he said, but a war of pat-

riotism, a national war, could now

aave Europe, and that war should begin

wn Spain.’’ Tf this be true, Pitt must

have been a great prophet, who had

actually foretold the real course of

affairs in Europe several years before

they showed any signs of happening,

and pointed out the precise quarter

from which the blow was to descend

on Napoleon’s supremacy. To predict

in 1805 that Spain would begin a

national war against France, and that

this war would save Europe, was real-

ly prophetic. But was it said by

Pitt in 1805? Professor Dicey, after

a critical examination of the source of

this statement, comes to the conclu-

sion, from which it is not possible to

differ, and in which Mr. Gladstone

in a note concurs, that Piit did not

_say, and could not have said, anything

of the sort. Rosebery does not give

his authority for this statement, nor

does the writer in the ‘‘ Dictionary of

National Biography,’’ who says the

same thing. But the new Professor

of Modern History at Cambridge,

whose historical erudition is immense

and probably unrivalled, gives greater

detnils of it, with the remark that he

scarcély hasitates to call it ‘‘ the most

astounding and profound prediction in

all political history, where such things

have not been rare.” Lord Acton,

moreover, gives as his authority, in

the inaugural lecture which he has

published with a huge network of notes

and references, for which, if even for

nothing else, the book should prove

invaluable, the Spanish history of the

Peninsular War by a Spaniard, Count

of Toreno, who was a diplomatist of

great repute and intimate with the

English politicians of that time, es-

pecially Wellington, Castlereagh and

others. Toreno relates that Pitt ut-

tered this prophecy at a dinner in the

autumn of 1805, when he first received

the information about the capitulation

of Ulm, and then he gives his authority

for it. ‘‘ We have heard this in Eng-

land from several of those who were

present; Don Miguel de Alavya bad
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heard the same several times from the

Duke of Wellington, and the said

Duke related the occurrence at a dip-

lomatic dinner given by the Duke of

Richelieu in 1816, and at which the

Ambassadors and Ministers of the

whole of Europe were present.” This

seems at first sight strong evidence, but

it is on the face of it very round-about

and merely hearsay. Now there are

two considerations which prove fatal

to it. The first is, that in order to be

true, Pitt must have heard the news of

the fall of Ulm whilst entertaining

friends at a dinner. Professor Dicey

shows by reference to the contempo-

rary account of Lord Malmesbury that

this was not the case at all. ‘This is

enough to make the legend of predic-

tion fall to the ground. The other

consideration is that none of the many

biographers of Pitt and writers of the

time mentions this the most astound-

ing prediction in history and important

event in Pitt’s life. Professor Dicey’s

argument from the silence of these

writers may be quoted, as it may in-

terest people here just now when a

precisely similar argument was used

by Mr. Karkaria in disposing of the

legend of that impostor Meherji Rana,

who now deserves to be called the

Cagliostro of Naosari. The prophecy,

according to Toreno, was known to

several persons. ‘‘The man who told

it to Toreno must have told it to scores

of others. Why then is it never men-

tioned by Macaulay, by Croker, by

Greville? Why, above all, bas it

escaped the attention of Stanhope?

Everyone of these writers was fond of

anecdotes; each one of them was in a

position to hear all the current reports

about either Pitt or Wellington. They

all belonged tu a generation to whom

Pitt and the Duke were the

remarkable of national heroes, yet each

of them seemingly either forgot or had

never heard of an occurrence which

linked together the career of the states-

man and the general. What is the

natural inference suggested by this ex-

tra ordinary silence? It is surely that

either Toreno’s story was unknown to

all the men best acquainted with the

career of Pitt, or that, if known, was

not believed by them to be true.’’

The conclusion is irresistible. Thus

is another Jegend shattered. However

sentiment may be shocked by such his-

torical criticism, ital] makes for truth,

aud as such should be welcomed. No-

thing can avail against it ; and at-

tempts like the puerile and frantic ones

of the interested and ignorant partisans

who try to bolster up the lying legend

of the charlatan priest of Naosari ara

bound to fail and to bring ridicule on

those who make them.

most

No. 11.

(The Bombay Gazette, 30th Sept. 1896.)

AKBAR AND THE PARSEES.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE BOMBAY GAZETTE.

S1r,—I should not have thought it

at all necessary to reply to Mr. Kar-

karia after the unanswered and un-

answerable critique of his paper in the

“ Gazette.” But I perceive that
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Mr, Karkaria’s rea] object in writing

his letter of the 27th ultimo is to

obscure the real histurical issuo, and

to cover his undoubted defeat by rais-

ing a lot of dust around an unim-

portant and irrelevant point. Mr. Kar-

karia having been signally routed on

the basis of his own historical autho-

rities (Badaoni and the Dabistan),

takes shelter under a so-called argu-

ment from probabilities, which may

be stated thus: The Zorcastrian

advocate in the Dabistan discovers

‘great acumen and dialectical ability,’

and Heaveu knows what besides :

Meherji Rana born in an obscure place

of Gujorat, conld not have possessed

these gifts, because all the Parseos of

Gujerat in those days were ignorant

of religion, as well as of everything

else, Therefore, Moherji Rana could

not have achieved anything at Delhi,

and the merit of leading Akbar to

Parsism rest. with Ardeshir.

Now the major of this syllogism has

must

been already knocked on the head,

and it haa been conclusively proved

that there is no warrant for such a

statement in the Dabistan itself, so

that even if Mr. Karkaria is able to

establish his minor, no conclusion can

possibly be drawn therefrom. And,

after all, what does this talk about

centuries of ‘‘ ignorance and darkuess”’

really mean? Supposing that the

Parsees of Gujerat were generally ig-

norant, has Mr. Karkaria tho bardi-

hood to tell us to forget all the lessons

that we have learnt from history and

biography, and deny that hero and

there men have stood forth as bright

stars of light in the darkest of times ?

{ am almost ashamed, Sir, of taking

up your space to repeat this simple

troism, but Mr. Karkaria’s desperate

sophistry compels me to do so. Now

to take up the most important point

first: Mr. Karkaria was never more

mistaken in his life than in asserting

that the fact of Ardeshir’s having been

‘* called all the way from Persia, in

order to contribute a fow Zend words

in a dictionary,” rests upon the

“irresponsible statement of a priest,

who flourished centnries after in Guze-

rat.’ Aspandiarji Kamdinji, the

“irresponsible priest”? referred to,

certainly did not invent it out of his

own head. Well theu, where did he

find it? Why, in the very best au-

thority, the Farhang-i-Jebangiri itself,

in the identical dictionary which Ar-

deshir helped to compile, in a work

which was written and practically

completed during Akbar’s reizn (Ste-

wart’s Catalogue of Tippoo Sulian’s

Library, p. 129), that is to suy, long

before the Dubistan itself, by a person

who knew Ardeshir himself most inti-

mately, and who had not (like the

author of the Dabistan) merely heard

of him from others after au interval

of at least fifty years. If Mr. Kar-

karia will refer again to Blochmann’s

paper on the ‘* Persian Lexicogra-

phers,” in the Bengal Asiatic Society’s

Transactions (Pt. I., No. 1, 1868),

ho will find two passages cited by that

scholar from the Dictionary, in the

first vf which the author, Mir Jamal-

ed-din, says that ‘‘he knew an old

Persian, a Zoroastrian, who possessed
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some parts of ine Zend Avesta.” He

adds, that as he had ‘‘a passion for

collecting Persian words, and as no

book enjoys greater authority for

Persian than the Zend Avesta, he

often met him for the purpose of in-

vestigatiny suns words,’’ and indeed,

he further states that ‘‘ most of the

Zend words in the Khitimah (supple

ment) of his dictionary had been ex-

tracted by the Zoroastriun from the

Zend Avesta.” (Blochmann, p. 14,

Farhang-i-Jehangiri, sub-voce, Azar).

The Calentta scholar rightly conjec-

tures that this friend was Ardeshir,

and the question is set’ at rest bythe

second passage in which our Jexico-

Grapher asserts that he has ascertained

the meaning of the word ‘‘ Barsam,”

from a Magian, named Ardeshir, who

was very well-versed in his religion,

who was described or rogarded as a

Mobed by (other) Magians, and whom

His Majesty, Arsh Ashiani (lit. dwell-

ing in the Empyrean, it. e., Akbar)

sent sums of money to, and invited from

Kerman, especialy for the purpose of

ascertaining the meanings of Persian

words ”’ (Ibid, Farhang-i-Jehangiri,

** Baraum’’), Mr. Karkaria

will, I hope, perceive that what he

calls the ‘‘ explicit statement of the

Dabistan”’ is mere hearsay evidence,

cumpared to this direct, emphatic,

and indisputable testimony of a con-

temporary who knew Ardeshir himselt,

who was a courtier and a favourite

of the Emperor’s (Ain-i-Akbuari,

Ip. 226), und, who had every means

of knowing the truth at ‘‘ first hand.”

Jt may be also hoped that in that case

sub-voce,

Mr. Karkaria will show that his

** songeof historical evidence,” at least,

is yet sound, by admitting at once that

Ardeshir’s claim to have achieved the

conversion of Akbar must be now re-

leyated to the limbo of crade, patched-

up and exploded theories. I dare

aay, some wise people will yet assert

that this work of ‘‘ contributing a few

Zend words in a dictionary ” is much

too trifling te invite a man from

Kerman for, but we know that Akbar

at any rate did not share these views.

The historian Baduoni, indeed, tells

us ‘‘that many a word was investi-

gated. in Akbar’s Majlis-i-khas, the

mperor himself evincing that taste

for the study of words which Maho-

meédans so eminently possess’ ( Bloch-

mann, p.12). It is also to be rte-

membered that this great Farhana is

the very first Persian lexicon in which

Zend and Pazend words were systema-

tically explained. It is therefore not

at all a matter for astonishment that the

Emperor, who had a genius for these

philological inquiries, and who, besides,

spent large sums on buying books to

facilitate the task of MirJemal-ed-din,

should have sent money to Ardeshir,

and invited him to Delhi for clearing

up the difficulties about ancient Persian

words. Wemight take it, that this is the

last nail in the coffin of Mr. Karkaria’s

favourite theory about Ardeshir, May

it hereafter rest in peace!!!

To proceed to Mr. Karkaria’s con-

tention about Parsee ignorance, which

is substantially this: ihe Parsees of

Gujerat recieved in 1478 ‘“* letters of

information on religious subjects,”
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and were ‘‘ recommended to send a

couple of priests to Persia in order

to learn Pahlavi.” In 1527, 1559,

and 1627 they obtained copies of some

religious books (e. g., the Virafndmeh

and the Vispered) from Persia, These

lettors, Mr. Karkuria imagines, are

concerned ‘* with the mosi elementary

points of religious Observances, in

which the Parsis of Gujerat were

found wanting.’ Therefore, Mr. Kar-

karia will have us believe that the

questioners were densely ignorant, that

they had not a single learned Dastur

among them in all India, and that,

consequently, Meherji Rana himself

was so ignorant that he could not

have by any possibility taken any

part in instructing Akbar in the

principal articles of Zoroaster’s faith.

Now, what is the real character of these

Revayets? According to Mr. Kar-

karia’s “ laborious and painstaking

friend, Mr, B. B. Patel,’’ there is a

whole series of them, stretching un-

interruptedly from 1478 to 1673.

Nariman Hoshang was the first to be

sent to Persia with a budget of spiri-

tual puzzles in 1478, and he went a

second time in 1486. An unnamed

messenger was despatched with another

sheaf of questions in 1511, and a

man, called Kama Asa, in 1527, The

people of Cambay sent Aspandiar

Yazdiar in 1535, and Kamdin Shapur

in 1559, for obtaining answers to

some doubts of theirs. We have a

Revayet going under the name of Kaus

Mahiyar in 1601, and three others

bearing that of Bahman Aspandiar

in 1627. During the next forty-six

years we huve four more packets of

interrogatories, and the replies thereto,

the last on the list bearing the date

1673 (Parsee Prakash, pp. 6-18).

Mr Patel alvo takes note of a Ravayet

of Aspandiar Sobrab’s, which is with-

out date, but which must have been

written before 1644, (Parsee Prakash,

p. 843). What, then, are we to infer

from the fact that thirteen times

during fess than two hundred years

the Parsees of Gujarat sent to Persia

for solutions of religious problems ?

Does this anxious and repeated desire

to ascertain the traditions, practices,

Opinions, and ceremonial methods of

their co-religionists in the fatherland,

and the cradle of their anciont faith,

merely indicate ‘‘ a state of the gross-

est ignorance” on their own part? Are

we to believe that they continued to

ask their instructors the same puerile

questions about ‘‘ the most ordinary

and elementary maiters’’ for two hun-

dred years together ? Granting that

they were very ignorant in 1478, are

we to think that there was no improve-

ment upon the old state of things dur-

ing the hundred years which elapsed

between the first Revayet (1478) and

the date of Meherji Rana’s departure

for Delhi (1578) ? Are we to imagine

that the praises bestowed in 1531 by

the author of the Kisseh-Kdéus-wa-

Afshad—Mr. Karkaria’s much vaunted

authority-—-on Manek Changa and his

son, Bahman, for restoring the old faith

to its purity, and for being zealous,

religious reformers, possessing as much

power as piety, allogether the unde-

served adulation of his generous hosts?
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and pains which the Gujerat Parsees

took for two centuries without inter-

mission indicate not ignorance of or

apathy for religion, but the very

reverse. In duly appraising the zeal

which instigated their efforts, we must

not lose sight of the fact that journeys

to Persia in those days were not globe-

trotter’s holiday trips, that they were

very expensive, that the Indian Parsees

were not then over-well supplied with

the goods of this world, and could not

have furnished the ‘ sinews of war"

to their deputies, without considerable

self-sacrifice. If we look at these

Revaets with an unbiassed mind; we

see proofs in them of an extraordinary

desire for religious knowledge, of a

period of spiritaal revival and of an

earnest longing to conform in the

minutest points to the Prophet’s injune-

tions and ordinances which the exiles

supposed had been preserved more

carefully in the old country. This is

certainly the right view of the

matter, and it has the authority of

the scholarly writer of the excellent

account of the Parsees in the ‘'Bom-

bay Gazetteer,” who speaks, and

rightly too, of Changa Asa, the Par-

see notable who transferred the sacred

fire of Sanjan from Bansda, and in-

stalled it at Navsari, and who also

inaugurated this system of sending

messengers to Persia in 1478,

** havivg stirred among the Parsis the

old missionary spirit.” (Thana, Pt.

I. p., 253). Mr. Karkaria having

picked out from the Parsee Prakash a

stray fact or two about wooden biera
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and brick dokhmas having been om-

ployed about 1478, characteristically

asks us to run away with the notion

that the Parsees were very ignorant,

and what is more, that they continued

in the same hopeless and unregenerate

state, a hundred years after, even in

Meherji Rana’s time. Whereas, it is

notorious that things improved con-

siderably in the sixteenth century—

the very century in the latter half of

which Meherji flourished. For in-

stance, a stone Tower of Silence was

erected at Ankleshwar before 1517,

that is, fourteen years befcre the

arrival of the boastful Kaus (Parsee

Prakash p. 7). Manek Changa built

in 1531 a Dokhma of red stone at

Navaari, and another tower of the

same irreproachable material was con-

structed in Cambay some time before

1535, (Ibid, p. 8), that is to gay,

forty years before Meherji Rana the

Parsees of Guijerat had (ss was to be

expected of a race, which has always

set wrong things right, when pointed

out) wiped off the reproach of brick

towers in all their principal centres.

The same improvement is to be noticed

in the other matters of religious cere-

monial, Mr, Karkaria merely evinces

the dogmatism of a sciolist by the

dictum that priests as well as laymen

“were found wanting in the most

elementary religious observances ; ”

yet his own authority, Kaus, admits

(though somewhat grudgingly) that

both Kamyar, the Dastur of Broach,

and his son, Padam, were acquainted

with the true religion (p. 27) and

Mulla Kaus Rusium Jalal, the father
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was certainly never disposed to vive

undue praise to the Indian Parsia,

spenks of this Ramyar as a ‘‘ Mobe-

dan Mobed, a master of priests as

well as laymen, the famous teacher of

the ceremoniez of the Urvisgah to all

the Mobeds of India.’’—Yours, Kc.

PESTANJI NUSSARWANJI

DASTUR MEHERJI RANA.

Navsari, Sept. 13.

No. 12.

(The Independent, 4th Octoher 1896).

NOTES BY THE WAY.
ea

“ Merwerst Rana on the brain,”

that is the condition in which poor

Mr. R. P. Karkaria is found atthe

present time—at a time when the

powerful dose given him hy the op-

posite side has thrown him into an

utter state of collapse, grinding his

teeth in impotent rage and whon in-

capacitated all round, this much petted

but much spoilt child of literature

simply frets and fomes at the mouth,

parading that shocking sight of sheor

helplessness to which we wish some

able doctor who may be in a position

to perfectly diagnose his malady

shoald now in all humanity como out

to put an end, by applying such last

but drastic remedy aa he inay deem fit

and which may be conducive to the

good of this prophet of Nepean Sea

Road, who in leading the unhappy
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but self-imposed life of rigid celibacy

has no one to comfort him in his

lonely home eave his book and his

solitary cook. Mr. Karkaria seems to

be developing in bim the germs, of

course not of bubonic plague, but of

that which is always unbecoming in

a man who calls himself a searcher

after truth, viz. of misrepresentation,

false reasoning, ‘and deliberate jumps

in the region of grossost perversion ;

and it is quite necessary that for his

good and the good of the public who

is surfeited with his immature know-

ledge on many a topia he has already

handled, that these evil germs shonld

be eradicated in time with a strong

hand, and that he should be shown

once for all that spite, childishness

and meanness which glare out from

each and every line of his essay on

Dustur Meherji Raua as well as in

the controversy on’ it in which he had

heartily taken part simply to identify

himself as a foul tongued critic, dis-

entitles him for that position which

he tries to seek in the gulaxy of

literary men, much more in that of

‘* impartial and able historians,” in

the Western Presidency.

.,”

IF there is one thing more than

another from ‘which a_ historical

searcher should remain far aloof as he

would from lepers, it is unseemly abuse.

But Mr. Karkaria has shown to the

lookers on, that he is a man who

if it snits his purpose may take out

from his pocket any amount of ani-

lines to produce various colours and

that he can even stoop down to ialk
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store of vulgar expressions which his

very education should have prevented

him from making a dirty ase of. We

had at least hoped that for hia own

quiet he would forget Meherji Rana

and everything connected with him

on which he looks wiih jaundiced eyes.

But no. The sting of defeat impels

him to further action! In an article

published in the Times of India of

Wedaesday week last, headed ‘A

Legend of Pitt's prophecy ” and

about which there is not a shadow of

doubt to believe that it has emanated

from the pen of Mr, Karkaria, who

is a contributor to that journal—in

that article while speaking of a legend

connected with that English politician

of the past, Mr. Karkuria’s spite had

mischievously led him to drag, by

hook or by crook, the name of the

venerable Dastur simply to vilify him

without rhyme or reason. Many

there are of the readers of our con-

temporary who, we are asaared, are

much puined at the undue liberty

given by its conductors to this hare

brained youth to insulé and annoy

the party out of factious motive—he,

as ig well known belongs to the op-

posite sect—by making the journal

his instrament. ‘I'he conductors of

the Zimes of India are well intentioned

men themselves and they would never

allow My. Karkaria to make their

paper a tool of revenge in his hands

in any particular respoct, if once they

are put on their guard. And we at

once admit that if they had under-

stood the feelings existing between

48

their contributor and the Meherji

Rana Party, they would not have in

all consciousness allowed him to call

that venerable priest ‘‘ the impostor

Meherji tana, an obscure and igno-

rant Parsi Priest, who had been

falsely reputed to have worked a mira-

” and so forth. It will be a news

to our contemporary when we say

that the Parsi priestly (as well as

lay) olass demurs at the most im-

pudent apellation he has applied to

that Dastur calling him the ‘‘ Cag-

liostro ”” and charlatan priest of Nao-

sari and this opinion of oura will be

borne out if our contemporary takes

the trouble of investigating impar-

tially into the matter. Not that

‘sentiment’ is ‘‘ shocked” by his

so called historical criticism, but be-

cause he has ‘based his whole structure

of an essay on Meherji Rana on per-

verse teasoning, plausible argument

and misrepresentation, which hag not

stood the test of trae facta advanced

by the other side. Criticism if it at

all ‘‘ makes for truth” must be wel-

comed in this searching age of ours.

This is not the time of upholding

happy cherished notions connected

with legends of yore if they are once

shattered to the wind by the closest

historical scrutiny But it is also

absolutely indispensable that the scru-

tiniser, or in other words, the historical

searcher after truth must be above

suspicion like Corsar’s wife. Can that

be said of Mr. Karkaria with all his

pretension of an impartial critio ?

Can it be said of him that he had

taken up this subject in question with

cle
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the strict intention of enlightening

the Parsi community in particular

and the public in general. The way

in which he has approached it and

treated, wholly falsifies that assertion

and that suoh is the case is spoken

broad cast in his own community.

We bad had our say the other day on

this topic and so we had no mind to

reopen the controversy. But when

Mr. Karkaria has liked not to hold

silence and is still ‘‘ throwing stones

from a glass house,”’ we had to revert

to it to-day, with this sim in view

that some one of our highly accom-

plished Parsi graduates who may be

perfectly conversant with the trae

facts of the Meherji Rana leyend,

should in the name of decency and

truth now come out to confute Mr. Kar-

keria on each and every conclusion

he has wrongly drawn in his essay.

Materials aro ample if for upholdiny

the historical truth of the legend a

courageous man comes out to read

another and truthful essay on Meherji

Rane. It will be a treat in itself

if one evening the Bombay public

were to be called to hear it at one of

our public Halls. And no one in our

estimation is more fit to take up this

task than Mr. S. H. Hodiwala M. A.,

whe, we know, has a value of his own

op what ‘stuff’ Mr. Karkaria pos-

sesses. We don’t know whether

Mr. Karkaria is appointed an Uni-

versity Examiner in Ehatory this time,

or has been shown the clean way out ;

but if the former be the case, it is the

duty of the Syndicate to keep a close

watch lest in his present state of dis-

comfort, i. e. with Meherji Rana on

the brain, poor devils of the candidates

may not be victimised.

No. 18.

(The Bombay Gazette, 8th October 1896.)

THE CULTURE OF ISLAM.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ‘BOMBAY GAZETTE,”

Sir—Your contemporary must bo

indeed hard put to it for leaders, when

it allows its columns to be filled up by

such banalites as those which took

away the breath of most of its old

readers, on Saturday last. That a man,

after having talked the veriest twaddle

about Oriental literature and Musulman

obsourantism, should patronisingly

promise to remove in a future article

the general ignorance about the ‘* little-

known activity of Islam,” is simply

monstrous. I very much doubt whe-

ther pretentious ignorancecould go any

further’ “ Little-known activity of

Islain’* indeed! Why, anyone who

cares to look into any tolerably good

history of philosophy will know ten

times more about the progress made by

the Arabs in science and philosophy,

than he will ever learn from a hundred

articles from such a scribe. But if this

had been the only fault of that vapid

effusion, I should not have troubled

you aboutthe matter. What Icomplain

of is the utterly unscholarlike ostenta-

tion with which its writer quotes a re-

condite and difficult Arabic work,

which he has evidently never read,

which Iam confident he is unable to

read, and which I shonld think is
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scarcely obtainable in Bombay. IJ re-

fer to the long passage of seventeen lines

pompously gited from the Bahar-ul-

Anwar. The fact of it is that the whole

thing is transferred without ackoow-

ledgment and with unabashed effron-

tery from Syed Ameer Ali’a Life and

Teachings of Mchammed, p.p. 531-

532. Most peop:e who have any idea

of the rudiments of literary ethics will

admit that it is high time for this sort

of thing to be stamped out with vigour

when it finds its way into one of our

first-class journals. Sir H. M. Elliot,

writing in 1849, stated that of ‘‘ the

great difficulties which beset” the his-

torical inquirer in this country, the

chief arises from ‘‘a defect in the

national charaater,’’ viz., the intense

desire for parade and ostentatiou, which

induces authors to quote works they

have never seen, und to lay claim to

ap erudition which the limited extent

of their knowledge does not justify.

(Index, p.p. IX-X). I perceive that

Mr. Karkaria has quoted with appro-

val some parts of this passage in his

paper on Mahmud, and as even our

‘‘only historian’? and ‘‘ impartial cri-

tric”? is not utterly gniltless on the

same score, I am inclined to believe

that Sir Henry has put his finger on

a real plague-spot in our moral con-

stitution, and that it is all the more

necessary to adopt drastic measures to

expel this potion from our intellectual

life. But this, Sir, is not all. The

writer, from his halting periods and

certain sulecisms, is evidently a native

of India, and yet, with the same preten-

tion which made him appropriate and

pass off another man’s learning for

his own, he makes believe to be aa

Englishman, and with ludicrous im-

propriety speaks of England and of

Oxford, as if he had been born in the

one, and educated at the other. As if

all this were not enough to make a bad

article worse, he indulges in a lot of

irrelevant divagation about the “ nig-

gardliness shown by the State authori-

ties” of eur day towards Oriental

literature, and contrasts, in happy ig-

norance of the substantial aid which

the various Presidency Governments,

as well as the Government of India

and the Secretary of State, have ren-

dered within the last forty years to

genuine scholarship, the ‘‘ munificence

of the East India Company” with

that ‘‘niggardliness.”’ I think the

mere mention of a few works which

the Secretary of State alone, has

patronised or subsidised will be a

sufficient answer to this reckless charge.

Dr. Trampp’s edition of the Adi

Granth, the three last volames of Max

Muller’s Rig-Veda, Wollaston’s Eng-

lish-Persian Dictionary, Mills’ Gathas,

Monier Williams’ Sanscrit Dictionary,

Budger’s English-Arabic Lexicon,

Aufrecht’s Catalogus Catalogoram-

all these and many more will remain

not only a3 monuments of ripe scholar-

ship, but of judicious State patro-

nage.*—Yours, &.,

TAFARAMCHAN,

* This letter has been inoorporated here, as

it has bearing on the subject matter dealt with
in No, 16.
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No. 14.

(The Bombay Gazette, 9th October 1896).

MEHERJI RANA AT AKBAR’S

COURT.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE BOMBAY GAZETTE.

Sir,—Lord Kenyon has, in

famous and oft-quoted judgment, traly

said that the most useful part of hia-

tory would he excluded, if it was not

allowed to canvass the conduct of a

dead person or to contrast the con-

duct of a bad man with the good even

after ages have passed. Of course,

it is to be understood, that this is

done with impartiality and fairness.

lt oan hardly be said, however, that

the writer in your contemporary, who

of set purpose, drags in a venerable

name in season and out of season, for

no other object than that of ‘‘ vilify-

ing the memory’? and ‘“ insulting

the posterity of a dead man,” and of

eXalting and comparing himself with

Professor Dicey, is doing anything

“‘ making for either truth,’ fairness

or impartiality. It is evident, Sir,

that in the ‘‘all-atoning name’’ of

historioal criticism and under the pre-

tence of ‘shattering’? legends of

which he himself has asserted, that

the ‘‘ Parsees are not auch boobies

as to believe them,” he is simply

raking up the embers of old feuds and

paying off old scores. If the Parsees

of our day are ‘‘too shrewd”? to

pin their faith upon ‘‘ so-called mira-

cles performed by men without any

-oredentials from Heaven,” where was

the necessity of writing column sfter

column of patched-up argument, base-

lesa assertion, and idle inveative,

merely to prove (for the benefit of the

already incredulous Parsees) that ‘‘two

suns did not appear in the heavens

on the same day.’’ Are we to think

that the writer has been all this time

performing the unnecessary operation

of flogging a poor dead horse?

The ostensible pretext for the effu-

sion which appeared in your* columns

on the 23rd ult., is an article of Pro-

fessor Dicey’s, in which that scholar

is said to have employed ‘“‘ precisely

the same critical method ’’ and to

have need an ‘‘ argument precisely

similar’’ to that with which a certain

‘able and impartial historian” (1!)

is represented to have ‘‘ shattered”

the ‘‘lying legend” of Meherji Rana,

If the Oxford Professor had, in siting

passages from a contemporary record,

omitted al] reference to its most im-

portant parts, if he had been painfully

accurate and careful in tranacribing

the nonseuse of a translator and gross-

* The word ‘your’ in the above letter

deserves notice. Taking advantage of an Eng-

lishman’s ignoranee of or indifference to an

obscure question of Parsi history, some one

aueceeded jin indusing the Editor of the

‘Timea of India’’ to publish a leader vilify-

ing Dastar Meherji Rana. Gn the editor’s

attention being drawn to the matter, he pro-

mised to give the other side a fair hearing,

accepted R, A. D's letter, and had it even put

in type. Subsequently, howéVer, he found it

was ‘‘too strong ’’ and declined to make room

for it. A proof copy was then obtained and

sent to the ‘‘ Bombay Gazette,’’ but the word

‘Sgontemporary ’? which ought to have been

inserted after ‘‘your’’ was inadvertently

omitted.
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ly careless in matters of fact, if he

had been so ‘‘superbly ignorant” as

to confound a personal name with a

title, the comparison might have per-

haps been said to hold, in a certain

aense and a longo intervallo, But as

Profe-sor Dicey has done none of

these things, (and [ hee pardon even

for having supposed him capuble of

them), it is simply impertinent to

mention him in tha same breath with

our critic of the Bombay Asiatic

Society. And I should like to ask the

writer but one question. Now that

William Pitt is proved to have

called on his death-hed for ‘‘ Bollamy’s

pork-piex,” instead of upon his be-

loved country, and that it is demon-

strable that the story of his having

made ‘‘ the most astounding and pro-

found prediction in all political his-

tory,” is but a ‘‘ lying legend,” why

does not oor ‘‘only historian’ dub,

Pitt, also an ‘‘impostor’’? and a

‘‘charlatan”’ for having heen ‘‘falsely

reputed’? to possexs miraculous pro-

phetic insight? Why is poor Meherji

Rana to have the monopoly of such

vile epithets? Is it allowed to call

any one who is ‘‘fulsely reputed” to

have done or said anything, an ‘‘im-

postor’’ anda ‘‘charlatan’’? There

is hardly a great name in history or

biography with which some apocry-

phal tale is not associated. Is it fair,

ia it critical, to assume that all these

landatory accretions necessarily ori-

ginated in the vanity, ambition or

worse of the subjects themselves, and

then to rechristen them ‘‘impostors ”

and ‘* Cagliostros,” even in this

‘*isonoclastic age’’? The fact is that

to indulge in this sort of language is

as improper in the case of Meherji

Rana, as it would be impudent in the

case of England’s ‘‘silver-tongued

orator.”” An ‘‘ impostor,” says Crabb,

ig ‘‘one who studiously deceives by

putting on a false appearance.” A

‘** charlatan ” according to another

authority, ix ‘‘ one who prates much

in his own favour and makes unwar-

rantahle assertions.’’ Is there a tittle

of evidence for aupposing that Meher-

ji Rana ever pretended to have

‘‘ worked a miracle’? at Akbar’s

Jourt? Has the writer got anything

to show thai either in speech or writ-

ing he ever preferred such a claim?

Hes he any proof that the tradition

preserved in the ‘‘Khiyal’’ is due

in the first instance to Meherji Rana

himself and none other? How then

can it be said that Meherji Rana was

an impostor any more than William

Pitt, or any other great man of whom

posterity chooses to tell and repeat

“* fetions ” ?—Yours, &c.,

R. A. D.

No. 16.

(The Times of India, 24th October 1896.)

Mr. Beveridge’s article in

the Culcutta Review on An-

guetil Duperron calls at-

tention to that now almost forgotten

scholar, who has the oredit of having

laid the foundation of an intelligent

study of the religion of the Parsees

Anquetil

Duperron.
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in Europe and for the matter of that,

in Asia alao. Sesing a few leaves of

one of their religions books in a

museum, he was seized with a desire,

which grew into the ruling passion of

his life, to learn the strange language

in which these leaves were written,

aod tobe the first interpreter to his

own people and the world of the sacred,

lore of Zoroaster. Finding that he

could do this only by undertaking a

long and perilous vovage to India, the

land of the refngea Parsees, and learn-

ing at their hands, he resolyed to do

this, but as he had no money for such

a costly journey, he enlisted asa

soldier in the French Indian army.

He arrived in 1754 after a tedious and

dangerous voyage, and at once set

about finding the means to achieve his

object. The difficulties that he had to

overcome were immense; he had to

fight not only against sicknese and

poverty, buf also against the prejn-

dices, avarice and ignorance of his

Parsee instructors in Surat. But An-

quetil was equal to the occasion, and

surmounted all obstacles. As Haug

says ‘‘his zeal and ardour are almost

unparalleled in the history of scholar-

ship.” He remained six years in

India, and learnt all that he could get

out of the Parsee priests, who were

themselves, with a very few excep-

tions, s‘eeped in ignorance. These

few exceptions were Zoroastrian priests

from Persia, having come to India

and taught some of the sacerdotal class

here. Anquetil’s own teacher in Surat,

Dastur Darab, owed his knowledge of

the Parsee religious lore to Dastur

Jamasp Vilayati, who had come to

India in 1720, from Kerman in Pere

sia, the very place whence a century

and a-balf earlier, Akbar, it may be

remembered, had specially called a

Zoroastrian priest, Ardeshir, to ex-

pound to him the Parsee religion when

he could learn nothing about the

Zend Avesta from the ignorant

priests of Gujarat. In the prelimi-

nary discourse extending over the

whole first volume of his Zend Avesta,

Anqueti] has given a detailed account

of the Parsees of Gujarat, their his-

tory, knowledge, and habits, and in

this he well brings out their state of

igndrance in bygone times. Anquetil

says that Jamasp of Kerman above

referred to found ‘‘ ignorance the pre-

dominating vice of the Parsees of

India, to remedy which he chose three

disciples whom he taught Zend and

Pehlvi.” One of these disciples

taught Anquetil in his turn. This goes

some way to explain the previous un-

willingness of tho Parsee priests to

impart their kaowledge to Englishmen.

Fraser of Surat had tried to learn the

Parsee religion from the priests there

at the beginning of the eighteenth

century, and we know that he failed

in his attempt. We may conolude,

from what we gather from Angquetil

and from other scurces, that those

priests then knew very little them-

selves, and knowing that they could not

teach anything, prudently held aloof

and pleaded religious scruple. Jamasp

had come from Persia after Fraser,

and the priests of Gujarat hud in the

meanwhile learnt something from him.
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ledge to Anquetil upon terms which

the poor French scholar found at times

very hard. This -Jamasp of Persia,

says Anguetil, brought several Parsee

religious books for the first time to

India, and among them the FarokAshi,

an important prayer, from which it

appears that the Parsees here had done

without it for a very long time. The

Vendidad is one of the most important

sacred books of the Parsees, and its

use is most freqaent in their ritual.

Now, according to Anquetil, the Par-

sees had lost the copy of this sacred

book which they had originally

brought with them from Persia, and

had to do without it for a very long

time till a priest from Seistan in

Persia gave them a copy of it in the

fifteenth century ; and they made two

transcripts from this Seistan manu-

script. ‘‘And it is from these two

copies that all the Zend and Pehlvi

Vendidads of Gujarat are derived.”
It was not only their sacred books

that, according to thia French scholar

who is confirmed by other authorities,

the Parsees of Gujarat obtained from

Porsia.

time all their knowledge even of the

elements of their religion from Persia.

Anquetil says that a wealthy Parsee

of Navsari ‘‘ distributed his riches

among the poor, furnished the Parsees

with sudra and Austi, and tried to

They obtained from time to

bring back to the exact observance

of the law of Zoroaster the people

whom ignorance and troubles had led

into many errors. To do this success-
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fully he wrote to the Dasturs of Ker-

man, asking their advice on various

points of the law which had been

neglected in Gujarat. Later on, when

any doubts arose, the Dasturs of India

followed the example of Changa Shah,

and wrote to those of Persia, and the

answers of these latter form the works

which bear the name of Revaet, that

is report, tradition, history.” The

first part‘of what the Frenchman says

here confirms the testimony of that

curious and authentic narrative of a

Persian traveller in Gujarat in the

sixteenth century as regards the deg-

raded and ignorant condition of the

followers of Zoronster in India in

those days, which has recently been

unearthed and quoted in our columns

in illustration of a curious chapter of

Parsee history. So things remained

till almost our own days, for Wester-

gaard in 1840 found the same ignor-

ance as Haug did in 1860. The

latter says in the introduction to his

German Gathas that the Parsee dasturs

were quite ignorant of Zend grammar.

All this which we have gleaned from

about the

condition of the Parsees, need not sur-

prise us, for they were then a down-

trodden people among unsympathetic

and intolerant alien rulers. It ia only

under the British rule that they have

obtained knowledge, secular as well as

religions, and with it, its natural

concomitant and they

cannot be too grateful to the rule

that has made all this possible for

them.

Anyuetil and elsewhere,

influence ;
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No. 16.

(The Bombay Gazette, &Uth Oct. 1896.)

ANQUETIL DUPERRON AND

THE PARSEES.

TO TAR EDITOR OF THE ‘ BOMBAY GAZFTTE.””

Sin,—A fortnight ago your corres-

pondent ‘“ Taframchan” in holding

up to publio scorn the writer of au arti-

ole in your contemporary for borrows

ing u long passage from Mr. Ameer

Ali’s ‘‘ Life of Mahomed ”’ lamented

that a first-class journal ‘* should

so hard put to it”? for matter as to

make the most of contributions even

from a person capable of passing olf

another man’s erudition for his own.

On that occasion, it was the * Literary

activity of Islam” that was turned

to account for making a display of

spurious learning. On Saturday last,

the name of poor Anquetil duPerron

wus drayged in tor another exhibition

of an ignorance almost encyclopedic

he

in its range, and the readiny public

was treated to an English paraphrase

of a critique on the Frenchman which

had appeared six days before in a

Gojrati daily. Verily, your coutem-

porary must have fallen on evil days

when it can be fouod willing to give

the place of honour to the Jeavings of

a vernacular paper. So fur

the literary history of this screed. Its

contents may be best described as a

veritable blunderland. ‘The crop of

these blunders is indeed so large, that

one is induced to that the

writer wa: making them henevolently

and of set pur, ose (a: profe-+ors of

much

suspert

languages do in their exercises) in

order that his readers might form

their ‘* intellectual muscles ’’ in set-

ting them right and qualify themselves

ultimately for editorships and member-

ships of learned societies even like

himself. In the first

readers are obliged to *

place, these

vnaw through

a thick ~hell of misprints ° and words

and lines transposed in the most

absurd fashion, only to find a rancid

kornel] of meaning after all. But I

Nor do I lay

fact that this

superbly iconoclastic and legend-smush-

ing seribe has not spared even Pris-

cian’s head in talking of ** Parsee

do not complain of this,

much stress on the

priests who were themselves, with a

lew exceptions, steeped in ignorance.

* These few exceptions,” he continues,

“were Zoroastrian priests from Persia

having come to India and taneht some

of the sacerdotal here.” We

are firat told that the ‘‘fow excep-

tions’ were Indian Parsees (like

Darab, dc.) and we loarn to our dis-

may in the very nest line, that they

class

?

were ‘* Zoroastrian priests from Per-

siu haring come to Indian!’ Ti would

appear that this writer’s stadiea have

not yee led him into those arcana

where we are inducted into a knuw-

ledgo of the occult sympathies existing

between nouns and verbs and partisi-

ples, but this would be hardly worth

poticing in this country if it were not

the fact that the article has appeared,

not ina wative paper, but in a first-

clays journal conducted by Fnglish-

mn, And now to some of the more

important errors. First of all, then,
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Anquetil did not arrive in India in

1754. He did not leave Paris till

the 7th November of that year, (Zend

Avesta, Tome premier, Pt. i. p. viii.),

nay ke did not go on board the
stermer till 24th February, 1755,

(p. xi) and he landed at Pondicherry

only on the 10th August, 1755,

(p. xxi). It is altogether untrue to

say that Jamasp ‘‘ came from Persia

after Fraser,”’ and that the Parsee

priests ‘* prudently held aloof ’’ from

teaching the Scotchman Zend and

Pahlavi, because their own ignorance

had not yet been dispelled by the

advent of the [ranian Dastur. The

fact is that Fraser actually arrived

long after Jamasp, and not before

him. Anquetil’s own words are clear

and emphatic enough on the point.

Having said that George Bourchier,

an Englishman, was the first to receive

a copy of the Vendidad Sade from the

hands of the Parsees of Surat in 1718,

and that the book was brought to

England only in 1723, Anquetil adds,

** Long after (longtemps apres), a

Councillor of Bombay, Mr. Fraser,

a Scotchman, known by the life which

he had given of Tamaskoulikhan,

wont to Surat in search of the works

of Zoroaster, which he thought he

would be able to collect at that place,

ke.” (Z. A. 1. p.v., K. BH. Kanga’s

Extracts, tr. p. 3). Now Jamasp

arrived in India in Novemher 1720,

and left for Persia in October 1721,

(Parsee Prakash, pp. 23-24. quoted

from Avijeh Din, pp. 12-14). Ié ia

clear, therefore, that Fraser who
wrote the Life of Nadirshah, which

Anquetil refers to, only in 1742, and

who was appointed member of Council

long after that date, failed to obtain

“the key to the Zend Avesta,” not

because the Parsee Dasturs ‘‘ knew

little themselves,” for Jamasp had

already arrived and taught the famous

three all that he knew of Zend and

Pahlavi during less than cleven

months, although Anquetil himself

maugre his ‘‘ unparalleled zeal and

ardour,” and, ‘‘his indefatigable

industry,” took five years to merely

Jay the foundations of his knowledge

of those ancient tongues. The argu-

ment. therefore from Fraser’s failure

is knocked on the head, for the dates

are too strong for it, and those who

know French will at once sce that

this preposterous mistake is due to

our critic of Borah Bazaar Street,

having interpreted apres to mean

“before,” and not ‘after.’ Anquetil

bas been quoted to prove that ‘* igno-

rance was the predominating vice (?)

of the Parsees of India.” Now it is

no disparagement to the great pioneer

of Zend studies in Europe to say that

his opinions have very little weight

with modern Zendists, and that it bas

become a rule with them to scrutinise

minutely his statements before accept-

ing them. Now it happens that this

sentence is part of a dissertation ‘‘ on

the quarrels which aroze among the

Parsees of India.” (Kanga p. 25,

Z. A. I. pp., cocxxiv-ceexxviii) and

Angquetil before beginning it, takes

care to let us know that what he has

anid of the Vendidad brought by

Ardeshir, of the letters written by



Changa Shah to the Dastoors of Kir-

man, and what he is now going to

report about the quarrela which arose

among the Parsees of India,—he has

got from the Parsi Dasturs . with

whom he had conversed. (viz. Darab

and his son Kaus.) (Kanga, pp. 24-5,

%. A. ecexxiv.) He himself had

perhaps @ suspicion that they were

partisun statements, and he has there-

fore told us from whom he derived

them. Now it must be remembered

that Darab was the high-priest of the

then recent Kadmi schism, which had

come into being, principally through

the exertions and opinions of Jamasp

and Darab. Every Parsi knows that

those secturies in their fanatic zeal to

discredit their opponents, the Shahan

shahis, and to justify their secession,

extolled everything Iranian to the

skies, at the expense of everything

Indien, and flung about the most reok-

less charges of ignorance, impurity

and irreligion, against their own

ancestors. It waa naturally Darab’s

cue to follow the same line in his

conversations with Anquetil, to exalt

bis master and indirectly himself, and

to represent to the Frenchman that

he alone of all Dasturs in India held

the true key to the Pahlavi, and was

the only person capnble of initiating

him into the ‘‘ sacred lore of Zorous-

ter.’ What we know from Angquetil

himself of Darab’s greed, insincerity

und tergiversation, ought, to put it

mildly, put us on our guard against

pinning our faith in any statoment

like the one before us, which Anquetil

merely reports on the authority of his

”
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Kadmi teacher. The trath is that

“during the seventeenth and eigh-

teenth centuries,” as Mr. Campbell

puts it, ‘Sthe Gujarat Parsees made

steady progress, not only in wealth

and influence, but in the knowledge of

their religion and of tboir sacred

languages.” (Bombay Gazetteer, XIII,

pt.i., p. 255.) Even in the seven-

teenth contury there were many Das-

tura, like Durab Pahlan and othera, who

could have held their own with Jamasp

and his disciples, and who have, more-

over, left behind them some exccllent

works. I will refer farther to the

subject to-morrow.— Yours, dc.

Oct. 27. J.O. B.

No. 17.

(The Bombay Gazette, 31st Oct. 1896).

ANQUETIL DUPERRON AND

THE PARSEES.

II

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ‘‘ KOMBAY GAZETTE.’

Six, When our self-styled apostle

of ‘‘ historical criticism,’’ (which to

judge from his writings, must be a

rancorous something ‘‘ miscalled by

the noun and misquslified by the ad-

jective),’’ swallows Darab’s assertion

as to the Parsees of India having done

withont the Farokhshi for a long

time, until Jamasp brought it with

him from Iran in 1720, he is merely

repeating by rote an unverified stute-

ment. It is evident that he imagines,

it will serve to prove his pet theory

of Parsee ignorance in the sixteenth

Py



century, but what it really does, is to

provide another demonstration of his

own. It is true that Jamasp himself

has preferred the claim in the post-

script to K 13, and also in a note

on the fly-leaf of a Pahlavi glossary

in the Mulla Firuz Library. Wester-

gaard refers to the pretension in a

note to p. 5 of his Preface, and jn

another note to p. 15, gives his opi-

nion in the following words :—‘' Al-

thongh it is evident to me, that all

manuscripts of this Yasht, the nine

Indian as well as the two Persian,

descend from the same original, and

though we should have expected from

the statement of Jamasp to find some

actual transcripts of K 13, yet all

the eight other Indian copies appear

to me to be quite independent of K

13, or at least to have also used an-

other original, which however, might

have been the very copy brought to

India by Jamasp.”” [ may say here

that K 13, is the copy of the Farokh-

shi or Fravardin Yasht, which

Jamasp made at Surat in 1721. Thus

we see that the Danish scholar after

a critical examination of the manu-

scripts at his disposal, hesitates to

endorse the claim made by Jamasp,

and he is not sure that the Indian

copies he has seen. arc not derived

from a source altogether independent

of Jamusp’s copy. Westergaard who

wrote in 1854 would have been more

positive if he had had before him all

the available evidence in India, which

is such ag to completely dispose of

the claim advanced in Jamasp’s favour.

For Indian wmanusoripts of the
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Farokhshi are actually in existence

which were written long before 1720.

Mr, M. R. Unwalla announces that

he possesses a volume containing the

Aban, Meher, Fravardin and Zamyad

Yashis, which with «a Pazand-Pra-

krit Mainyo-Khirad was written

at Damaun in A. D. 1554, by dal

Kamdin, The volume. was showa to

the gifted Darmesteter when he was

here, and there is no question of its

being 166 years older than the tran-

script of damasp, which has been

trotted out absurdly enough to prove

Parsi ignorance. Mr. Unwalla also

possesses a Khordeh Avesta contain-
ing the Fravardin Yasht, which was

written by Jamshed Kaikobad in 1709,

eleven years before Jamasp’s arrival.

But these are not all. O€ the sixteen

manuscripts collaicd by Geldner for

the text of the Farokhshi which he

has given in his edition dejinitif of the

Avesta, three are perhaps the most

remarkable, viz., whose which he

designates F 1, M1, and Pt. 1. All

these three Khordeh Avestas contain

the Farokhshi, or Fravardin Yasht,

and were written in India long before

1720. F 1 was copied at Navaari

by the famous scribe Asadin Kaka in

1591. ‘‘ This neatly and very cor-

rectly written manuscript,” saye

Geldner, ‘‘ is the oldest that contains

all the Yashts, and as being the an-

cestral manuscript of most of ihe

Yasht copies, it is of great value.”

(Fase. viii, Prolegomena, p. iii.) It

is the parent of the majority of Yasht

manuscripts, and it is also the very

original by which, Westergaard with
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true critical sagacity conjectured that

his eight Indian copies had been in-

fluenced. Dastur Peshotanji Byram-

jee Sanjana is the possessor of two

other Indian Khordah Avestaus, both

of which contain the Farokhshi. The

date of one of them, I} I, cannot he

precisely known, but it was certainly

written in the seventeenth contary,

(ibid p. xliii). The other contains

a colophou to the effect that it was

transcribed by Darab, a descendant

of Hormazdyar Ramyar in 1625 ai,

Surat. (ib. p. xii.) Thus we possess

at least five Indian manuscripts, all

*of them written before 1720 which

contain the Farokhshi. Jamasp’s claim

therefore is utterly untenable, and

only shows, as Geldner puts it, ‘““ how

little the Khordah Avesta transmis-

sion was in touch with the Yasht.

transmiasion, for ut the time of Jamasp

and Rustamji the thirteenth Yashi (the

Fravardin) ‘‘ was in evzistence in the

Indian Yasht manuscripts” (ibid, p. xhv.

note).

Similarly, when it is attempted to

prove that the Parsees were very ig-

norant, because they are supposed to

have lost in the fourteenth century,

the copy of the Vendidad which they

had originally brought with them

from Persia, and to have remained

without that ‘ important

book,” until a priest from Seistan

gave them a copy of it in the fifteenth

century, the writer is repeating with

a carelessness su gross as to be be-

yond even the hopes of a literary

opponent, an half-understood tradi-

tion reported by Anquetil on the

sacred

authority of Darab. The fact o the

matter is, and Westergaard has

proved it and all Zendists are un-

animous about it, that Darab does

not uppear to have understood the

postscript of the famous codex K 1,

written in 1323. It appears from

this that all the extant copies of the

Vendidad with Pahlavi are descended

from a copy which was made in Yazd

(Neistan) in A. Y. 554 (A. D. 1184)

by Ardeshir Bahbman. A Herbad

Mahyar who travelled from India to

Persia and remained there for six

copied this manuscript and

brought it with bim to India some

time between 1184 and 1323, This

copy of Mahyar’s was again trans-

eribed by Rustam Mihirapan, about

1270 and from this, the oldest manu-

script now in existerce was copied

at Gambay in 1323 in the very century

in which it is alleged the old Vendidad

wis lost. In other words, the Ven-

didad of Ardeshir of Scistan which

is said to have come into the hands

of the Indian Parsees only in the

fifteenth century was actually written

in the ¢weelth, and it is further certain

years

that no such copy was lost in the

fourteenth century, for the oldest

manuscript thal we possess was written

in that very century. (Westergaard,

Preface, pp. 3-4 note, Haug, Essays,

1878, pp. 94-5.) These facts there-

fore utterly disprove the statement

that the Parsees had no Vendidad

until the fifteenth century, and the

inference sought to be drawn there=

from must fall to the ground. O€ the

braggart nonsense about the “ curious



and authentic narrative’? which is said

to have been ‘‘ recently unearthed,”

I will only say that it does not ‘‘ il-

lustrate a curious chapter in Parsee

History,’? but the extent to which a

defeated controversialist will go when

in desperate straits fur an argument.

It is rather Jate in the day now for

anyone to bolster up the traveller’s

tale of the Irani Kouz, Tis extravag-

ance and exaggerations and the cir-

cunfstances under which it cume into

existence leave little doubt that it is

a modern work of no authenticity, of

which there is nof a single copy of

the seventeenth or even of the eight-

eenth century anywhere in existence,

Oct. 27. J. 0. B.

No. 18.

(The Bombay Guczette, dth Nov. 1896.)

PARSEE IGNORANCE IN THE

XViIva CENTURY.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ** BOMBAY GAZETTE.’

Siz,—Dnring a recent controversy,

the embers of which are still glowing,

it has been repeaiedly asserted that

the Parsees of Gujerat were densely

ignorant, because in 1478 and later

years they received certain ‘ letters

of information on religious subjects’

from Persia, which are called ‘ Reva-

yets.’ These Ravavets, it is said,

‘ deal merely with the most elementary

points of religious observances,’ and

it is therefore argued that but for

them, the Parsees would have remain-

ed without ‘any knowledge even of

thé elements’ of their faith, It will
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be therefore to some purpose to ex-

amine the real character of the con-

tents of these compositions, and see

if they are concerned only with

matters ‘elementary.’ Unfortunately,

their great bulk forbids anything like

an exhaustive analysis in a daily

paper. Anquetil’s copy of what he

calls the ‘ Great Reyayet’ was a

formidable tome of 836 pages, the

mere headings of the chaptors of

which occupy seven sides in the second

part of his first volume. I must,

therefore, content myself with citing

the well-weighed opinions of Avestaic

scholars of acknowledged merit, against

the fantastic dogmatism of a self-

styled critic. According to Martin

Haug then, the subjects generally ex-

plained in the Persian Revayets, are

‘sins aud good works, the proper

treatment of corpses, and other kinds

of impurity, with the proper modes

of purification, the proper use of the

sacred thread and shirt, other customs

and rites, with the reasons for reciting

each of the Gathas, und details of the

extent of those hymns.’ (Essays, 3rd

ed. p. 106.) In another place, the

same great Zcndist says that they are

‘miscellaneous collections of memo-

randa and decisions regarding cere-

moniul observances, and other reli-

givus matters’ (p. 93. note). They

comprise, moreover, translations of

passages from the religious books,

both in Persian verse and Pazand

(p. 126 note). Among these are

versions of the Arda-Viraf-nameh,

the Jamaspi, the Mino-khirad and the

two Saddars. (Anquetil I. 2. pp. xxv-
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xxxii). Next perhaps to the Dinkart,

which has heen felicitously called by

Darmesteter the Sumna Theologiae of

Zoroastrianism, we are most indebted

to these Revayets for the longest ac-

counts of the twenty-one Nasks. The

Revayet of Bahman Aspandyar is so

far from treating elementary matters

that it contains discussions upoa the

Fargards of the Vendidad, and lays

down the law about the complicated

aod delicats ceremonial attendant upon

the erection of a Dokhma, and about

the impurity incurred by contact with

dead matter. (Parsi Prakash. p. 843).

Dr. Sachau describes this part of the

Parsi writings as ‘a sort of Talmudic

literature,’ and adds that the Reva-

yets are made up of digosts of reli-

gious rulea for the casuistry of come

mon life, and dogmatic and legendary

treatises, like the Shayast-la-shayast,

the Suddar, the Ullemai Islam, the

Jamasp-namah, &e. (Contributions

to the Knowledge of Parsi Literature,

Journal of the R.A.S., 1870, p. 234.)

Anquotil himself, who has been of late

patted on the back very often by our

critic, says of them that ‘ they present

in the greatest detail the theology of

the Parsees, their morality and all the

practices of their religion’ (Z.A.I.,

2, p. xxv.) If these responses and

decisions are of an elementary charac-

ter, as we are told to believe, and if

it is a necessary iuterance from their

contents that the persons to whom

they were addressed, were immersed

in ignor.nce, we cannot understand

why the gifted Darmesteter should sc-

knowledge that they had given him

valuable information as to the tradi-

tional meaning of doubtful passages.

(Vendidad S. B. E. IV. p. ci.). Nor

can we see, why these same responses

should in that case be quoted and

referred to more than sixty times by

the most learned Pahlavi scholar of

our day, Dr. West, in the first three

volumes of his translations in Max

Maller’s series, for the express purpose

of making day-light, so to speak, in

the dark passages of hia ohsoure texts.

The fact is, and most Parsees at least

will have seen it by this time, that

these Revayets treat of the same sub-

jectsas, and deserve to be oalled

‘elementary ’ no more than, the Van-

didad or the difficult and technical

Pahlavi work called the Shayast-La-

shayast. (Hang, Essays, p. 106.

West, S. B. E. V. p. lxvii.) They

are actually an encyclopaedia of tradi-

tional lore, and a goodly quantity

of the casuistry of Parsee ceremonia-

lism lies buried in them. They are

really a kind of Responsa Prudentum,

answers of the Iraniaus learned in the

Taw, to the moot cases proposed by

their brethren of Tlindustan. Mr.

Campbell has grasped the pith of the

matter, when he says, pace Anynetil,

that ‘it had become the practice

after Changa Asa, to consult the Irani

Dasturs, whenever a Schism or diff-

erence arose about doubiful points of re-

ligious practice.” (Bombay Gazetteer,

Thana, Pt. i., p. 254.—Kanga’s Ex-

tracts, p. 24). Evon after the period

of the regular Revayets, this practice

continued, and during the first years

of the Kadmi Schism, the Kadmi
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Dastar Darab whom it ie now the

fashion to extol at the expense of

zome of his betters), took the lead in

sending the father of Mulla Feroz to

1768, with a string of

seventy-eight questions about the

points in dispute between the two sects.

(Parsi Prakash, pp. 46, 58). The

learned Dastur Jamasp Asa is also

said to have taken a similar step

about 1721. (p. 39 ibid). Aro we

chen to infer that both these Dasturs

were unxions to bave the opinions of

ihe Iranian hierarchy, merely because

they themselves were grossly igno-

rant? If any Parsee imagines that

this charge of ignorance aginst bis

Persia in

anoestors js a discovery of our own

days, he is much mistaken. The

Kadmi sectaries in the latter half of

the last, and the beginning of the

present century, rang inoumerable

changes upon it, to discredit the

Shahansnabis, and the Parsee must be

ill-informed, indced, who is not aware

that this sort of game has been long

since played out, and that he who

repeats the old canards ‘‘ docs not

strive to hart, but to make a noise.”

The Kadmis may have bad the truth

on their sido in some questions, but

ihe truth was so ‘‘ dashed and brewed”

with fiction and exaggeration in their

polemics, that no Parseo scholar ac-

cepts avy of their statements without

carefully weighing and winnowing

them. As to this particular accusa-

gion of auiversal ignorance, the sting

in its tai! has been extracted and itself

rendered innocuons, by Martin Haug.

‘Parsee writers,” he says ‘‘ may

probably exaggerate the tgnorance of

their forefathers in India, aa it was

daring these dark ages that one of

their priests, the famous Neriosangh

Dbawal, was able to translate their

religious books from Pahlavi in-

to Sanscrit, . . . . translations

which exhibit a knowledge of the

original Pablavi, that is hard!y

yet surpassed by modern Dasturs.”’

(Essays, 3rd Bd. p. 55). As if to

make this more emphatic, Mills saya

that ‘‘ we have very positive evidence

that Neriosangh was not the only

Parsee of his time who wrote in Sans«

ert. The various readings in the

translations of the Yasna loave little

doubt that Neriosangh’s successors
often ventured on emendations of his

text.” (Gathee, p. xvii.) Spiegel

has further proved that Neriosangh’s

translation of the Yasna goes only so

far as tho forty-seventh Ha, and that

the work was continued by the hand

of Hormazdyar Ramyar. Now Neri-
osangh is placed by the majority of

Avestaic scholars in the fourteenth

or fifteenth century. (Mills, p. iv.

Haug, p. 56). Neriosangh’s sacs

ocssora, who wrote in Sanscrit, must

have therefore lived about the six-

teenth, that is to say, in the very

ecntury which saw the birth of the

much-reviled Meherji Rana. We

have further evidence of the fact that

even in those ayes, supposed to be so

dark, there were Parsees posseaing

a knowledge not only of Sanscrit, but

of Zend and Pablavi, in the numerous

ancient manuscripts of our religions

texts. Not to lay much stress upon



the four famous codices of the Yasna

and the Vendidad produced at Cam-

bay and elsewhere in 1323-4, or the

three miscellaneous collections of

Pahlavi texts written in the last quar-

ter of the 14th century, or Mr. Un-

wala’s Khordeh Avesta of 1352,

(Geldner, Fasc. viii. p. v.) or the

Pazand-Sanscrit Arda Viraf of 1410,

we have a large number of old copies

made in Gujerat, in the very century

with which we are concerned, viz.,

the sixteenth. First of all, then, it

is interesting to note that Meherji

Rana’a own father, Rana Jaisang,

is responsible for a Pazand Jamaspi,

which contains a Persian postcript in

the Naskhi character, to the effect

that it was written at Navasari in

1504. The oldest copy of the Pazand-

Sanscrit Mainyo-Khirad was written

at Navsari in 1520 for the priest

Bahram Pahlan, ancestor of the Polia

Desais of that town (West, Pahlavi

Texts, iii, xxi. Haug. p. 106). The

important codex K 43, which Wester-

gaard brought from Persia, and which

is one of the two manuscripts con-

taining the original Pahlavi text of

the Mainyo-Khirad, was written in

1569, in India, and’ went over to

Persia ‘‘ from the realm of the Hin-

dus.’ (West. iii. pp. xviii-xxix).

Mr. Unwala possesses a Pazand-Pra-

krit Mainyo-Khirad written at Da-

maun in 1554, by Herbad Jal Kam-

din. <A copy of Neryosangh’s Pasand-

Sangcrit version of the ‘ Shikand-

Gumanik Vajar” appears to have

een written at Navsari about 1568,

by a famous priestly scribe, named
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Asadin Kaka. (West iii. pp. xxxi-

xxxil.) The Navsari public Library

contains a Khordeh Avesta by the same

hand. Of another Yasht codex from

the same priest’s pen (A.D. 1591)

Geldner says that it is ‘‘ very neatly

and correctly written,” and that “‘ not

a single one of the maiden manu-

scripts hag furnished such a number

of new readings as the Asadiu manu-

script.” (Fase. viii. Proleg. pp. iii.

and xliv.) Dastur Hoshang Jamasp

is the owner of a Yasna Sadah which

Geldner pronounces to be very correct,

and to be about 400 years old, ¢. ¢.,

to belong to the sixteenth century.

Dastur Jamaspji possesses another

very ornamentally written manuscript

of the same collection of prayers, of

about the same age. (Fase. viii. pp-

iii. iv.) Of the Pahlavi Vendidad,

we possess a copy written by Ardeshir

Ziva at Brosch in 1594, and the

Bombay University Library possesses

another Indian copy of the same

‘“important sacred book” which

Hang conjectures to be of the same

age. (Essays, p. 95.) Evory scholar

in fact knows that Pahlavi and

Pazand manuscripts of the sixteenth

century are comparatively numerous:

May we not ask the meaning of these

facts? May we not ask why so many

of these copies were taken at Navsari?

May we not ask why these copies

should have been so carefully multi-

plied, if the ignorance in Gujerat

waa so universal that no onc, whether

priest or layman, could read or under~

stand them? Perhaps, it will be

said that merely copying manuscripts



requires no knowledge of the language

on the part of the scribe. This is

certainly not strictly true, but even

if it were, what can be the object of

having works copied if nobody can

make any use of them? What, in

short, to employ a term once famous

in the schools, can have been the

“* final cause ’’ of these copies’ In

our own enlightened times, we can

imagine a person buying cartloads of

books for purposes of ostentation or

of house-decoration, but this sort of

affectation can hardly be belicved of

““an ignorant and degraded popula-

tion.’ Besides, the colopbons. of

many of these transcripts contain ex-

press statements as to their having

been made by priests for their own

use,—a fact which certainly militates

against this theory of universal ig-

norance. But this is not all. We

have something more than mere copies

of the sacred texts. One of the most

interesting of these old manuscripts

contains the Persian text of the

Saddar written in Avesta characters,

with a Gojerati translation, made by

a priest, Rama, at Broach, in 1575.

The Kisseh-i-Sanjan, composed in the

last year of the sixteenth century, by

a pricst of Navsari, though it is not

evidence of any great knowledge, is

certainly proof of a desire on the part

of the race to reduco its history to

writing, and of some talent for writing

‘Persian verse. A metrical Persian

paraphrase from the Pazand of the

Mainyo-Khirad, made in 1612, for

which we are indebted to a certain

Marzaban, points to the same conclu-

59

sion. These efforts were really the

earliesi manifestations of a kind of

literary activity whose ampler fruits

we possess in the works of Hormazdyar

and his son Darab, of Rustam Pesho-

tan and many others in the next

century. (Parsi Prakash, p. 16, note

2). Here, Sir, I will conclude. I

hope 1 have proved that the Revaycts

are no proof of Parsi ignorance, and

that in the sixteenth century there

wore certainly some Parsi priests in

existence who were reasonably waell-

acquainted with the language and:

contents of their scriptures, and who

could. have explained to any well-dis-

posed stranger, the principal articles

of the Zoroastrian creed. Of Zend

grammar and comparative philology

they may have been ignorant, bnt in

this they only resembled all their con-

ieinporaries, and most of their succes-

sors, Ardeshir of Kerman, and

Jamasp Vilayati, and Mulla Feroz

ineluded.—Yours, &e.,

Bombay, Nov. 3. J. O. BE.

No. 19.

(The Times of India, 28th Nov. 1896.)

By the publication of the splendid

quarto at Stuttgart Jast month of the

‘* Avesta, or Sacred Writings of the

Parsis,”» Germany has once more Jaid

the Parsis under obligation. That

a critical edition of the sacred texts

of the Parsi religion should come from

distant Stuttgart sounds stranog,



especially when the manuscript codices

on which Dr. Karl Geldner, the pre-

sent editor, has based his work are

all of Jndign and Persian origin,

many of them having boen sent ex-

pressly from here for his use. We

hear now.and then of Parsi religious

scholarship, and its praises sounded

by stray Kuropean scholars, chiefly

with the charitable object of encourag-

ing their minor efforts. Even honor-

ary academic degrees are bestowed on

that is not because

‘the recipients are possossors of learn-

ing, but of valuable manuscripts.

Tho learned world knows of no work

of real importance in their religion

written by the Parsis in India. Sure-

ly, if there is scholarship here a cri-

tically collated text of their sacred

scriptures based on their own codices

available here would have been forth-

coming from their own hands. But

even this has now been given to them

from Europe, like all their other

religious literature during the last

hundred and twenty years. An en-

thusiastic Krenchman, Anquetil Du-

perron, gave the world the first tenta-

tive translation of their sacred books ;

some of them:

another distinguished Frenchman,

Burnotf, first put the study of their

sacred language on a philological and

scientific basis. It was also a gifted

Frenchman, Darmesteter, who pro-

duced a final scientific translation of

the Avesta so far ag our present state

of knowledge permits. It was a Dane,

Westergaard, who published the editio

princeps of the Avesta texts, and it

was another Dane, the learned Rask,
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who had previously come to Bombay

and collated valnable materials used

by his successors. Of Germans there

is a whole procession of scholars

beginning with Kleuker and closing

with Spiegel and Haug, Justi and

Wilhelm, Dahlmann and Geldner, who

have all rendered signal service to

the ancient religion of Zoroaster.

England and America have contributed

by the labours of Mills and West,

Whitney, and Jackson. The Parsi

religion has thus been dependent on

foreizners for its sound cxposition

and literary apparatus during this

century.

Tu former times also the followers

of this religion dependend on their

foreign brethren in Persia for the

knowledge of their own sacred lore,

As late as the end of the fifteenth

century their priests did not know

their ancient sacred languages, and

the priests in Porsia invite them ‘‘ to

send one or two from their body

to them to learn these and enlighten

thoir countrymen in their return,”

as is recorded in the tirst manuscript

At the close of the

sixteenth century the greatest Mogul

Emperor of India had to call a learned

Persian Revaet.

priest from Kerman, in Persia, when

he was dissatisfied with the Puarsis of

Naosari in Gujarat, among whom was

the impostor, Mehrji Rana. <A learn~

ed priest, Jamaap, from Persia, found

‘ignorance the prevailing vice of

the Parsis in India ’’ when he visited

them in 1721, and to remedy this

state to some extent, he imparted his

knowledge to three disciples, one of
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‘whom became later the teacher of

Duperron. The visit of this Jamasp

formed an epoch, as remarked by

Westergaard, among the Parsis of

India. Ji was he who gave to them

the Fravardin Yuasht, a very impor-

tant part of their liturgy, which,

notes our editor, lyr. Geldner, ‘‘ waa

lost in the Indian Khorda Avesta in

transmission.’’ He ‘‘ presented this

Yasht which he hed brought with

him,’’ from Persia. ‘The Vendidad,

another very important part of the

Avesta, was also lost by the Parsis

in India, and this too was given them

by a priest from Sistan, in Persia.

The showed

great solicitude and care in preserving

their sacred books, and their manu-

Persian Zoroastrians

soripts are much superior to those

‘ot the ignorant scribes of Gujarat.

Dr. Gelduer bears emphatic testimony

to this. ‘* An exception which lends

a ray of sunshine amid the dreary

work of collating ard examining the

Khorda Avesta MSS. is made by the

MSS. of Iranian extraction. Beside

‘being better prepared than the Indian

manuscripts, they also presuppose

a more solid written and oral tradi-

tion.”

It ig a matter of regret that for

this which will remain for some time

to come the editiv definitif, Dr. Geld-

ner was not able to procure more

Iranian codices for the purposes of

collation, and had in many cases to

satisfied with the

Indian copies.

rest imperfect

One point in which

Dr. Geldner’s work is reasonably

open to question and cavil is his easy

assumption of the dates of the various

Indian manuscripts sent to him. The

falsification of dates in order to ren-

der spurious later books of greater

interest and value by ascribing to

them a false antiquity is not unknown

even in Hurope; whilst in the Hast

it is common enough. OE several

manuscripts the colophons have been

lost and replaced by later ones; the

dates contained in these should be

considered very doubtful. Of one

codex the editor says: ‘‘ The colophon

has been renewed by a second hand,

but copied at all events from the

original which is gone; it bears the

date A. D. 1625.” How can we be

sure that the second hand did not

tamper with the date in order to

render his copy more valuable? The

forging and. smoking of documents

and books to make them Jook old and

authentic is very common in this

country, and numerous instances

turned up during the famous Inam

Commission inquiry. District officers

and judicial functionaries know this

very well. Iu the “‘ Reminiscences

of a District Police Officer”? Mr. A.

T. Crawford bears emphatic testimony

to this kind of fraud. Even nowadays,

the courts of jaw are no strangers to

such concoctions. Dr. Geldner has,

therefore, we believe, made a serious

mistake in implicitly assuming the

correctness of the dates he found

attached to the books sent to him. But

perhaps he could not help doing this

under the circumstances,
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No. 20.

(The Bombay Gazette, 7th Dec. 1896.)

GELDNER’S AVESTA.

TO THI EDITOR OF THRE ‘‘ BOMBAY GAZETTE.’

Sir,—-The unbelieving Jew of old

was wont to question if anything good

could ever come out of Nazareth,

The Parsees, too, have at least one

sciolist among them who will not

believe his community capable of any-

thing good. His latest exploit has

been to make an unseemly attack

upon the best of our modern Dasturs,

under cover of reviewing the “Avesta”

of Dr. Geldner. Having railed against

the moderns, ‘‘ the method of his

malice”? hurries him to attempt the

like against a distinguished and venc-

rable ancient, viz., Meherji Rava;

the old trash from the Revayets ahout

the ignorance of the Parsees, andthe

baseless assumption about Ardeshir

of Kerman are then repeated with an

obstinacy which excites our pity, and

almost tempts up to forgive the de-

feated controversislist, who seems to

imagine that his only hope now lies

in reiterating in a confused, discon-

solate, under-ground manner, the old

scurrilities against the object of his

hatred. Our critic now admits that

among the Parsis who, according to

Badaoni and the Dabistan, went from

Navaari to Akbar’s court, was Meher-

ji Rana, but he now cloaks his hosti-

lity under the pretext that Akbar was

dissatisfied with the Navsari Parsis,

and invited Ardeshir in consequence.

Now, the facts are the very reverse.

Badaoni says explicitly enough, that

‘* they proved to his Majesty the roth

of ‘oroaster’s doctrines * *

and impressed the Emperor so favour--

ably that he learned from them the

religious terms and rites of the old,

Parsis, etc.,’? and he adds that

“from the New Year’s day of the.

25th year of his reign (A. D. 1580),

his Majesty openly worshipped the

sun and fire by prostrations, cte.,”

(Blochmann’s trans. in the Ain-i-Ak-

bari, Vol. I., p. 184). In other

words, according to this reliable con-

temporary witness, Akbar instead of

being dissatisfied with Meherji Rana

was very ‘‘favourably impressed ”

by him, and this is conclusively

proved by the Jaghir of two hundred

bighas, which he conferred upon Me-

herji, at a time when, according to

Badaoni, Akbar was doing his best to

eut down such grants, and ‘‘ obstacles

were raised to the possession of every

jarib of ground.’ These two hundred

bighas were subsequently increased to-

three hundred, and re-granted to

Kaikohad, the son of Meherji, in

1595, four years after the latter’s

death, ag a further mark of the learn-

ing and worth of the deceased high-

priest. Akbar and his son Jehangir-

continued to befriend this son of

Meherji’s, as is proved by numerous

Firmans and Parwanahs from the

Subahs of Gujerat and other officers

of the Mogul Court which still exist..

It must be borne in mind that Jaghirs

of this type were conferred only upon

the ‘‘Arbab-i-Istahaqag,”’ i.e. on the de--

serving, the learned, the pious or the-
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gentle, whom the Emperor, ‘‘ in his

eare for the nation,” provided for

in this manner, because he considered

‘that ‘‘ conferring benefits upon

‘them was (to use the words of Abul

Fazl) to perform ‘‘ an act of divine

worship.” Moreover, the fact that

the firman of Kaikobad’s enhanced

Jaghir of three bundred bighas proves.

that up to two years at least before

Ardeshir’s arrival (in 1597), for the

purposes of the Dictionary of Jemal-

ed-din Anju, Akbar had had no cause

of dissatisfaction with the Dastur or

his son. Nay, Akbar confirmed the

grant under certain exceptional. cir-

cumstances in 1603, and his son

Jehangir did the same soon after his

accession in 1606. I will not pursue

the writer further through the obscure

and tangled wood of his blunders

about Ardeshir and the Vendidad said

to have been given to the Pargis in

the 15th Century, or the Fravardin

Yasht. But when he tries to quote

Geldner himself in support of the

claim of Jamasp which that scholar

has rejected—his disingennousness in

interpolating a word in the quotation

from Geldner, and omitting a deci-

sive fooinote, deserves to be exposed.

On p. XLV. of his ‘‘Prolegomena.”

Geldner says: ‘‘ ‘The favourite Yasht

of the Tranian Khordah Avestas is the

Fravardin Yasht, which was lost in

the Indian Khordah Avesta trans-

mission.” Here our critic, presuming

on his readers’ cistress, has inter-

polated the word ‘‘in’’ between

“ Avesta,’ and ‘‘ transmission,” so

as to completely alter the sense of the

bee

passage. But he has not stopped here.

He has also omitted the footnote which

decides the whole question against him,

and which is as follows: ‘‘ Of the

remarks under K 13 the incident there

told (as to the claim of Jamasp),”

shows how little the Khordah Avesta

transmission was in touch with the

Yasht transmission, for at the time of
Jamasp and Rustamji, the Thirteenth

Yasht (the Fravardin) was in existence

in the Indian Yasht Manuscripts.”

Your readers will thus see that our

historical critic has not quoted Geldner,

but merely out-faced him. After

having spent his first onset on Parsi

scholars, it was to be expected that

he would not fail ‘‘ to exalt his horns ’’

against Dr. Geldner himself. Accord-

ing to this writer (who is ignorant

even of the Zend and Pahlavi alpha-

bets), Dr. Geldner has been too

eredulous in admitting the testimony

of the Colophous of manuscripts as to
their dates. He will have it that the

copyists deliberately antedated their

manuscripts merely to cheat posterity,

and afterwards kept them before the

tire or smoked them to make them

look old. I£ this writer had taken

the trouble to read and understand

Dr. Geldner’s ‘‘ Prolegomena’”’ before

reviewing his work he would not have

accused that scholar of being the dupe

of such petty tricks. He would in

that case have seen that he enters into

exhaustive analyses and comparisons

of the various locutions and manu-

scripts, and employs their similarities

and differences to trace independently

the genealogies of the different codices.

So far from ‘‘ implicitly assuming ”
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the dates, he has checked the state-

ments of the colophons with scholar-

like care, and has left them undisturbed

merely because he found that tho

internal evidence tallied with the as-

sertions of the copyists. To quote

only one instance, he has examined

minutely the ancestors, congeners, and

descendants of the identical manu-

script of the Khordah Avesta of 1625,

which belongs to Dastur Peshotanji,

and which our critic brings forward

to support his absurd conjecture about

forged dates. That examination extends

over five pages (pp. XL.-XLIV.),

and its result only proves that the

date is quite correct, and does not

require to be interfered with. In

fact, the writer could not have

chosen a more unhappy illustration,

and doubts and. insinuiations of

this reckless character are worthless

except to put shallow-witted folk in

some conceit with themselves and

pamper the sense of their own intellec-

tual acuteness.— Yours, 4c.

J. 0. HE.

No. 21.

(The Times of India, 21st June 1897.)

THE PARSEE THANKSGIVING

CEREMONY.

In respense to the invitations of the

Trustees to the Parsee Punchayet

funds, over one thousand Parsces, and

about 200 Parsee priests among them,

assembled yesterday afternoon in the

hall of the Wadia Atasbbehram, at

Dhobi Talao, for the purpose of offer-

ing special prayers on the occasion

of the Queen-Empress’s Diamond Ju-

bilee. Four Dastoors, namely, Ja-

masji Minocherjee, Peshotanjee Bebe-

ramjee, Khoorshedjee Bejonjee, and

Dossabhoy Sorabjee, (the latter gen-

tleman being a representative of the

Meharjirana family of Navsari), offi-

ciated at the ceremony, in the celebra-

tion ef which the whole of the Parsee
priests present, and most of the laity,

took part. wAmong those present

were:——Sir Dinshaw Mr. Petit, Bart.,

Mr. Hormusjee Edaljee Allbless, Sha-

ms-ul-U]ma Ervad Jivanjee J. Modi,

MreD. R. Chichgar, Ervad Edaljee

Kersaspjee Antia, Mr. Nowrojee J.

Gamadia, Mr. Muncherjee H. Jagose,

Mr. B. B. Patel, and Mr. K. R.

Cama. After the Jasan ceremony

was over, a special prayer in Zend,

composed by Dastoor Peshotanjec,

was offered, invoking blessings and

happiness on her Most Gracious Ma-

jesty, the whole of the assembly

standing during the time the prayer

lasted. Lrvad Jivanjee J. Mody,

secretary to the Parsee Punchayet,

then thanked the assembled gentle-

men for having responded to the call

of the Trustees of the Punchayet, and

next proceeded to exhort the Parseo

community in a stirring speech, de-

livered in Gujarati, for not only their

unflinching loyalty to their august

Sovereign Lady the Queev-Empress,

but to her representatives in Gov-

eruments and Administrations, re-

minding them that, although com-

paratively speaking the Parsees were

a small community, they have enjoyed
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during the sixty years of the Queen’s

reign. These scntiments having been

loudly applauded by the assembly,

Ervad Jivanjee read tho following

telegram which was to be forwarded in

the name of the Parsce cominunity of

Bombay, by Sir Dinshaw M. Petit, to

Lieutenant-Colone] Sir A. J. Brigge,

Private Socretary to Her Majesty:

—** Parsee community of Bombay as-

sembled at their FVire-temple to say

thanksgiving prayers on Jubilee Day,

humbly beg to leave to offer their

loyal, heartfelt cony-ratulations to Her

Majesty. May God bless Her Majésty

with health and bappiness.’’ — The

message having been approved of by

the whole of the Anjuman assembled

in the Jasan, the proccedings were-

brought to a close amid cheers and

demonstrations of joy.

No. 22.

(The Times of India, 18th Dee. 1897.)

TO THE EIvOR OF THE TIMES OF INDIA,

Sir,— The days are gone by when

the Bombay Branch of the Royal

Asiatic Society could be called with a

reasouable approximation to the truth

**a learned Society,’ but it is still

generally admitted tu be a body of

well-educated gentlemen, having in

its charge what is perhaps the largeat

collection of books in India. We aii

know, again, that it has capable sec-

retaries and a committee of manage-

ment composed of gentlemen of weigh:

and position. It is therefore a mattc¢
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of very great regret that in the re-

cently issued volume of its Journal,

a paper has been allowed to be print-

ed, which was proved at the very time

that it was first read in August, 1896,

to be nothing more than a repertory

of blinders, misstatements and mis-

representations. But this is not all.

The writer of this paper on ‘“ Akbar

and the Parsees”” has been permitted

to circulate through the journal a

number of reckless assertions and in-

sinustions which aro tantamount to

acousing of forgery an estimable Par-

see scholar, who is unable to defend

himself owing to age and blindness.

As ] happen to have a personal know-

ledge of the matter in connection with

which this attack has been made on

the blind old scholar, Dastur Eruchji

Sohrabji Meherji Rana, I shall, with

your permission, narrate the trae

facts of the case. On the 30th of

May, 1896, Mr. R. P. Karkaria wrote

a letter to the Jume-Jamshed, saying

that he was writing a paper on Akbar’s

relations to Parsiism, and that he

vontemplated discussing the evidence

for the tradition about Meherji Rana

mit. He therefore publicly invited

all those who had any woitings or

evidence pertaining to the matter, to

communicate the samc tuhim. Upon

this, I wrote to some friends at Nav-

suri, and amung them to Mr. P, N.

Dastur, the grandson of Dastur

Kruchji. That gentleman sent me

copies of all sorts of extracts from

bvoks printed as well as written, aud

of other papers and documents bearing

on the subject. Among these were
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ported to have been taken from three

histories, which were called respect-

ively, the Waqiat-i-Akbari of Abdul

Kedar Badaoni, the Tarikh-i-Mah-

nameh of Sheikh Abul Fazal, and

the Tabaqgat-i-Akbari of Moulvi Ab-

dun-Nabi Sistani. These extracts

had been originally procured in the

sixties for Dastur Eruchji by a Poona

friend, from a man who called himself

Kazi Habibulla Khan of Delhi. Now

Dastur Frucbji, who is an excellent

%end and Persian scholar, end who,

having been in charge of the Mulla

Firoz Gibrary, bad a familiar ac-

quaintance with Persian literature in

almost all departments, was aware

that the work of Badaoni that we pose

sess goes under the name of the

‘© Muntakhab-ut-Tawarikh ” and not

of ‘¢ Wagiat-i-Akbari.’” Similarly he

knew that the great history of Abul

Fazal is called the ‘‘ Akbar Nameh”’

and not the ‘ Tarikh-i-Mabnameh, ”

and that the Tabaqqat-i-Akbari, with

which we are familiar, was written by

Sheikh Nigamudin Ahmed and not by

Moulyi Abdun-Nabi Sistani. These

were discrepancies calenlated to excite

the suspicions of any scholar, but

Dastar Erachji knew at the same

time, that many Persian works have

not only two but three or four alrer-

native titles, and that different authors

often quote the very same works by

different names (see Elliot and Dow-

son, passim). He himself, however,

carefally looked through the various

printed editions of Badaoni, the Ak-
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bar Nameh and the Tabaqqat, and

even obtained access to some manu-

script copies of those works, but he

failed to verify the extracts. Accord-

ingly he had the matter represented

to the Moulvi, who replied that the

printed editions were incomplete in

many respects, and that he had cited

the paragraphs from certain manu-

scripts to be found in Agra. Dastur

Eruchji had then no means of arriv-

ing at the truth of the matter, by

personal] inquiry, but he bore it in

mind all the same, and like the honest

lover of truth that he has always been

known to be, he asked his grandson

to make searching inquiries at Agra,

during the Jatter’s five years’ stay in

Northern India, between the years

1886-1892. Mr. P.N. Dastur, how~

ever was equally unsuccessful, and it

was then only that both gentlemen

eame to have strong doubts of the

Kazi Habibulla’a bona fides. When

Mr. Karkaria publicly asked for all

available materials for forming a

judgment, these extracts were not kept

back from him, but Mr. P. N. Dastur,

in sending them through me, made it

a point to ask me to inform Mr.

Karkaria of the conditions under

which they had been procured for

Dastur Eruchji, and of the subsequent

failure that both had met with in

verifying them. Consequently, when

I took the papers to Mr. Karkuria, I

told him.the whole thing, and even

placed my friend’s original letter of

warning in his hands. Your readers

will thus see that every thing was fair

and above board, and that there was
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him off his guard, or to palm off upon

him as genuine passages of suspicious

authority. Those pussages had been

included in the packet only because

Mr. Karkaria had asked for all avail-

able evidence, and perhaps also in the

hope that he might be able to succeed

where Mr. P. N. Dastur and his

grandfather had failed. At any rate

he had received a distinct warning.

The worst of the matter, however, is

that Mr. Karkaria, in the paper that

he originally read before the Society,

contented himself with saying that the

passages might be ‘* dismissed a8 an

instance of interpolation on the part

of that Munshi, to please the Parsis.”

That is to say, he did not then dare

to say, ® word against Dastur Eruchji

in the presence of Mr. K. R. Cama

and other members of the Society,

many of whom knew the Dastur. But

in the edition of the paper which,

thanks to the animadversions of Hdie

Ochiltree and others, he has been able

to bring in a considerably

improved form, he has been allowed

to smuggle in a few words to the effect

that the extracts were ‘‘very likely a

forgery by the copyist himself,” that

is to say, by Dastar Eruchjee. Now

this is nothing but an inginuation of

the most wanton character, and it is

a great pity that this interpolation

was allowed to be made in the original

paper a yearand « half after it had

been read. All who are acquainted

with Dastur Eruchji will treat with

contempt such a malicious invention,

but J may say for the benefit of those

out
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who do not know him, that the papers

which the Munshi gave to Dastur

Eruchji are still] in his possession, and.

that the handwriting, &c., leave no

doubt that these passages are forgeries,

and that Dastur Eruchji was innocent.

of any such trick.—Your, &.,

R. K, MODI.

Bombay, 14th December.

No. 28.

‘* ERRORS IN Mr. K. R. KAMA’S

‘YAZDEZERDI TARIKH.’ ”

BY

Ardeshir Sorabji Dastur Kamdin.

As Hadesa Nameh was discarded in

1832 as having been got up, the Roz

Mesh or Tithi and the day of the

week in Kisae Sanjan are evidently

mutilated.

It is a pity that Hadesa Nameh is

quoted in ‘‘ Tarikhe Shahne Iran.”

T would suggest the author to expunge

that portion from it in his 2nd edition.

When the so called heroes of this book

found every thing wrong in India,

how was it that they could not find

the difference of one month? This

single fact makes the story put into

their mouths unbelievable.

No. 24.

(Advocate of India, 18th Dee. 1897.)

The recently issued num-

ber of the Journal of our

Asiatic Society beyins

with a paper by Mr. R. P. Kar-

karia on ‘‘ Akbar and the Parsees ””

The Asiatic
Society's
Journal,



which was read before the Society on

the 8th of August, 1896. There

follow three papers which were all

read in the latter half of last year.

A blight would seem to have fallen

then on the activity of the Society,

as on so much else in Bombay at that

sad time. For the remaining and

concluding paper was not read until

the 17th of June, 1897. The number

contains a report of the Proceedings

of the Society, from which, however,

we observe that some papers read in

the interval have not been considered

worthy of a place in tho Journal.

This is as it should be. The procedure

in that matter has been in the past

far too lax, with the result that papers

of real value have been prejudiced by

their surroundings. We hope the re-

form will continue. It is not abso-

lutely necessary, though it is of course

desirable, that the Society should pub-

lish a volume of original research

every year. But it should not pub-

lish intellectual rubbish because it

cannot for the moment get anything

better, and there has been a little too

much of that policy in recent years.

We must let Mr. Karkaria’s papor

alone in viow of the attack made on

the writer by Mr. R. K. Modi in this

morning’s Times of India.* That the

Emperor Akbar ingeniously coquetted

with all the religions carreut through-

out his vast cmpire has been long

known, and is not so singular a fact

as it is often represented to be Most

Indian monarchs have done the same

thing. Our own Quen, to take-an

illustration from another quarter,
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changes her views on the important

question of church government when

she crosses the Tweed. We may re--

mark in passing that there seems no

reason whatever to hold with Mr.

Karkaria that Akbar took his worship

of the Sun from the religion ‘‘distin-

guished by its great and hoary anti-

quity as well as its purity’ of the

Parsees. ‘The worship of the Sun is.

indigenous in India. The Higveds is

full of it. In fact one might go fur-

ther and say that it would almost

appear to be part of human nature.

It is told of Mirabeau that as be lay

dying, watching the Sun rise for the

last time, he was heard to mutter,

“ Sice n'est pas la Dieu, e’est moins

son cousin germain.” He did not get

that from the Parsees. He got it

where the man got it who composed—

how many thousand years ago no one

knows—the verse which has been the

morning prayer of the Brahmin

through countless generations.

The next paper is a ‘‘Historical Sur-

vey of Indian Logic”? by Mr Maha-

dev Rajaram Bodas, the learned son

of a learned father. It does not Jend

itself to our purpo-» and we must

be content to call attention to it as a

valuable piece of work in an almost

wholly unexplored field. The Indian

has been a logician from the beginn-

ing. He has mixed tho subject up
with his views about eternal salva-

tion in a way that has proved infinite-
ly distracting to the European en-
quirer. Why it should be so is not

appurent to the Western mind, but.

it would appear to be the fact that
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own. Another difficulty the European

has is that he is introduced to the sub-

ject through modern writings which,

as Mr. Bodas courageously maintains,

are full of scholastic nonsense. We

have begun, Mr. Bodas thinka, at tho

wrong end. Itis as if we studied

Thomas Aquinas and Dans Scotus,

and uever looked at Aristotle. The

Indian Aristotles—half a dozen of

them—are extant; and Mr. Bodas

wants us to try to understand them

before picking holes in their monu-

mental works. He believes that a

history of Indian logic can be written,

and his paper certainly is an interest-

ing attempt to make a beginning. In

the short paper that follows-—the only

paper not written by a native scholar

in this nomber—the Rev. Mr. Abbott

gives a translation of the inscription
on the ‘‘ Three Gateways” at Almeda-

bad. Itisan order by the Gaikwar

of the day passed on a petition asking

that for the future daughters should

be allowed to inherit the estate of a

wan who died sonless. The petition

was granted, and the order was to be

engraved on stone, and placed in a

prominent position in the bazaar.

The last sentence in this interesting

document supplies an illustration of

the catholic spirit of rulers with re-

gard to religion which we noticed a

moment ago. It sets out that if any

one says a word against this order

“if he is a Hindoo, Shri |ahadev

will enquire into it, if a Musalman,

God and the Prophet will enquire

into it.”
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We can do little more than name

the two remaining papers in this

number of the Society’s Journal. The

first of them strikes us ag excep-

tionally interesting and important.

In it Mr, Rajaram Ramkrishna

Bhagwat gives us from two old Vedic

texts a summary of the rules and pro-

cedure under which the indigenous

races of India were received into the

Brahmin faith. They are referred

to as ‘“‘vratyas,” and as the writer

of thie learned and ingenious paper

points out, the process to which these

old rules refer has been carried out

with such complete success that the

‘‘ vratyas ’ as a race have com-

pletely disappeared, ‘hey were not

uncivilised savages, as is clear from

the following old and very quaint des-

cription of them. ‘‘ The vratyas are

those who wear a turban on their

heads, which they put on one side.

They carry a whip in their hands

und a small bow without arrows, by

which they make depredations and

trouble people. They ride in carts

with hamboo seats, without cover and

drawn by horses or mules. They wear

on their bodies white garments with

black borders or garments made of

woo] with red stripes of sheep skins.

They use silver coins.’’ The old

ritual into which Mr. Bhagwat has

dug with such success is full of direc-

tions for the reception into the ortho~

dox faith of converted vratyas, or of

orthodox believers, who by long re-

sidence in the country of the vratyas

wero held to have lost their original

sanctity. In the last paper of a num-
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ber on which we can conscientiously

compliment the Society, Mr. Jivanjee

Jamshedjee Modi offers some interest-

ing illustrations of the similarity

between the beliefs of the ancient

Egyptians and those of the ancestors

of the Parsees on the subject of the

future of the soul. We are not sure

that the similarity, when established,

proves anything in particular, but

the details which Mr. Modi gives

make interesting reading.

No. 26.

AKBAR AND THE PARSIS:

(The Times of India, 22nd Dec. 1897.)

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES OF INDIA.

Sir,—The ghost of Mehrji [ana

ig again up and about. One would

have thought that after the triple

burial service performed over hini—

first in the Town Hall and the daily

papers here last year, then in the

Indian Magazine in London and the

Caleutta Review, the

Journal of our Asiatic Society, the

ghost of that obscure priest of Naosari

had been laid. Eut nol he is still

wandering about, ‘“‘unhousel’d, dis-

appointed, unanel’d,” haunting cer-

tain people’s imaginations and making

them say and do astonishing things.

In treating of the subject of Akbar’s

New Religion, I had to consider the

influence of the Parsi religion upon

him, and in this latter connection I

bad to inquire into the Mehrji Rana

legend. Jt was my duty to find ont

and now in

the person who expounded the Parsi

religion to that great monarch. My

enquiries led ma to the discovery of

the real scholar, Ardeshir of Kerman,

who deserves that credit, and to reject

the absurd tradition about the Mchrji

Rena legond. And I dared to speak

the truth in no uncertain terms,

though I was sorry to be obliged to

dissolve a myth flattering to the

vanity of some of my people.

“How oft it pains historians to relate

Tho truth which Truth obliges them to state.”’

But trath is proverbially unpalatable,

and this particular truth was spe-

cially unpalatable because some had

come to have a vested interest in

keeping alive the legend. His family

have fostered a regular cult of Mehrji

Rana out of whose pretended great-

ness and thaumaturgic feats they

have always made capital. It was

natural that they should be wrath at

the exposure and try to bolster up the

legend. They tried to move heaven

and earth to save themselves from

the inevitable consequence of the ex-

posure of the legend. If they bad

confined themselves to legitimate criti-

cism of my arguments I would have

nothing to say. There is my article

in the Caleutta Review, there is my

paper in the Journal of our Society,

full of references for every statement

that I have made to the original au-

thorities, and bristling will footnotes.

Let them tackle those and refute the

arguments. They have not done it ;

they could not do it,

Their signal failure in the attempt

to stifle historical enquiry when it



went against them have taught them

wisdom and silence. They have

given up the real issue and are silent

about the main point. But now after

having abused me they begin to abuse

the Asiatic Society for the sin of en-

couraging historical criticism. It is

nota ‘‘ learned society,’ it has no

“* scholarship,”’ &c.

Now as to the forged passages by

which I was tried to be imposed upon

by interested persons. It is acknow

ledged now, it wili have been seen,

that the passages given to me by your

correspondent are forged. The only

question now is, who forged them?

To me this was quite a minor point.

I did noi care to fix the crime on

the real culprit. I merely said:

“* But this may be dismissed as an

instance of interpolation on the part

of that Munshi, very likely a for-

gery by the copyist himself.” Now,

when the paper containing the forged

passages was brought to me no-

thing was said sbout the copyist,

nor does the paper contain any

neme of this copyist. The ‘* blind

old’ priest of Naosari who, it

is now said, was this copyist, is

ofce mentioned by name in that

paper in the third person. But who-

ever wns the copyisi, he does not

mention in the paper that these pas-

sages were forged, much less forged

by a Munshi. On the contrary, in

the paper it is said that the three

historicai books from which the pas-

sages were purported to have been

taken ‘‘are existing in the library at

Agra.’ No note whatever is ap-
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‘the Persian historians.

pended by the copyist to these pas-

sages. He has arranged his paper

in the form of proofs, which he has

numbered. And these three passages

form ‘‘ proofs Nos. 6, 7, and 8.” He

boldly states, ‘‘ Abdul Kader Badaoni

writes thus ...s0..e0e03 * Abul Fazl

writes thus....... aeeeey The Kazi

Habibula Khan, who is mentioned by

your correspondent as the forger of

these passages, is not mentioned in

connection with them at all in the

paper given to me, but quite

different connection as the writer of

another Persian account, for which

this Kazi does not give any authority

of any Persian historical work,

To this account of the Kazi, the

copyist appends a note to the effect

that it wes bought from him in

Poona by the late Rustomjee Jam-

shedjee Jijibhai, and was once in the

possession of Dastur Temuljee Hojdar

of Poona, but that he did not know

what had become of it since. In the

letter of Mr. P. N. Dastur also,

to which your correspondent refers,

and which is now before me, nothing

whatever said about this Kazi

having forged the three passages from

On the con-

trary, he only says he could not find

these historical books during his tra-

vels for verifying them. By the wry,

it is very queer that such famous

books Tabakat-a-Akbari, Alhar

Namah and Badaoni’s JZuwarikh could

not be found by this person in North

India, where he was travelling |! How

then could he be sure that thix Kazi was

the forger. If, aa your correspondent

a3

one

9

in
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saya, ‘“The papers which the Munshi

gave to Dastar Erachji are still in

his possession, and that the hand-

writing, etc., leave no doubt that

these passages are forgeries,’’ Jet them

be produced publicly and proved

to be the real forgeries of this

Kazi Habibula. When that is done

I shall be glad to exculpate alto-

gether the copyist. But not before

that.

Certain passages were given to

me in what purported to be so many

“*proofs” for the Mehrji Rana legend,

and it was boldly written that they

were taken from three famous ‘his-

torical works ‘‘to be found in the

library at Agra.’ Now when these

passages were uot found in any copies

of these famous histories, I could not

but conclude that they were forged ;

and whom should I suppose to be the

probable culprit but the copyist ? The

copyist’s duty was to mention whence

he got these passages if they were

given him by another. But ho does

nothing of the kind here. It is only

now that your correspondent throws

the guilt of forgery upon the Kazi.

But [ think this is in the very face

of it very improbable. The forged

passages are very laudatory of the

Parsis and their religion ; and it is

not likely that a Mahomedan Kazi

should forge.such things, and, more-

over, attribute them to such a staunch,

almost bigoted, Mahomedan historian

as Badaoni. However, let this Kazi’s

forgery, as I say, be proved by your

correspondent, and we shall all then

believe it.
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There are other points which also

throw doubt on this. Is it possible

that this copyist, who is now said to

be an “excellent Persian scholar hav-

ing a familiar acquaintance with

Persian literature,’? and who was in

charge of a large Persian library,

should not have found out during

thirty years that these passages were

forgeries ? And if he did find it out,

why, in the name of common sense,

did he put them in the paper sent to

me as ‘“‘Proofs, Nos. 6, 7, 8,” without

any note of warning or anything

showing their real character? Why,

then does he say in the paper, that these

historical books exist in the library

at Agra? Nor is it the fact that

this is the first time that these forged

passages were used as ‘‘ proofs’’ when

given to me. They have been very

frequently used before now. These

same forged passages are inserted iu

the book of so-called original doou-

ments placed in the Mehrji Rana

Library at Naosari, which has been

lying there, I am told, for more

than thirty years. These same pas-

sages were used, I find, five years ago

in a controversy carried on in the

Bombay Samachar by the partisans

of the family. The blind old priest

of Naosari is thus responsible for the

currency of these forged passages for

more than thirty years, And so long

as he doea not prove that the Kazi,

as is now alleged, or anybody else,

is the fabricator of them, he should

be held responsible.— Yours, &e.,

R. P. KARKARIA.

December, 21.



No. 26.

Hornby Road,

Vateha’s Fire Temple, Fort,

Bombay, 15th April 1898,

Respected Sir,

I do not know whether yuu are

aware that thore ia current among the

‘Indian Parsees, a tradition to the

effect that a Uastur from Navsari,

named Meherji Rina wag invited to

his court about 1578 by the Emperor

Akbar to explain to him the tenets

of the Faith, and that the Great

Moghul was so favourably impressed

by his answers that he adopted some

of the mot remarkable peculiarities

of Zoroastrianism into his New Reli-

gion, aud even presented the Dastur

with a Jagir. It is also said by some

people that the Dastur was pitted

against a Hindu Priest, who knew

the ‘‘ Arte Magick ’ and who in

virtue of such knowledge, exhibited

to the Emperor, two suns instead

of one shining in the Heavens, by

suspending aloft « bright brass plate

‘(a concave mirror ?). It is said that

Meherji Rana detected the trick and

-exposed the soj-distant miracle. Now

it goes without suying that this tale

is only a later accretion round the

‘genuine tradition, and it may be

safely asserted that no intelligent

Parsee of our days pins his faith in

it, at Jeast in its present form. But

many an able Parsee writer has, all

the same, accepted ag an historical

fact, the story of the Dastur having

gone to the court of Akbar and of his
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having ‘‘ initiated him into the doc-
trines of Parseaism,” (as the gifted

Darmesteter puts it in the Introdac-

tion to his French translation of the

Avasta, vol. I. p, lvi), Recently,

however, the whole subject was again

opened, and a lively controversy was

the result. You will be able, Sir,
to form from the cuttings herewith

forwarded, an opinion as to the merits

of the matter, and will be perhaps
able to say whether the extracts from

Badaoni, the Dabestan and the Far-

hangi Jchungiri, when read in the light
of the facts adduced by Edie. Ochil-

tree &c., anpport the tradition or not.

IT might be permitted to add only

one thing viz., that there is not ihe

slightest doubt that the Jagir was
granted to the Dastur, and I may

also say, that a whole series of doou-

ments relating to the matter will

shortly be published to demonstrate
that fact. If the matter had stopped

there, however, I should not have

taken the liberty of addressing you.

But, after a time, the discussion

drifted into other channels, and the

Musalman writers were abandoned

when it was found that their testi-

mony went in favour of Meherji Rana

rather than against him. The new

argument was briefly this. Meherji

Rana waa only ‘an obscure priest
in a corner of Gujrat,’’ and as such

he could not have been competent

enough “to explain his religion at

Akbar’s Parliament of Religions,”

becauae, forsooth, ull the Parsees of

those days were ‘ grossly ignorant

about their religion and even of its
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most ordinary and elementary obser-

vances.” A few chance passages from

the Ravayets were cited in support

of this theory, and it was also main-

tained that the questions put by the

Indian priests to the Iranian Dasturs

were all about matters elementary,

and demonstrated their inoapacity

and want of knowledge. It was fur-

ther asserted that a book called tha

“ Kisseh-i-Kaus-Wa-Afshid ”’ afford-

ed some ‘‘ telling contemporary

evidence ’’ on the point. Now, there

is no doubt that this tale is only

a forgery of the times of the Kadmi-

schism, and it is well known» to

Parsee scholars that its authenticity

was openly challenged when it was

printed for the first time in 1831.

Later on, our critic went a bit fur-

ther, and maintained that the Parsees

of Gujrat were equally ignorant

even in the 18th Century, and the

authority of Anqueti] und Jamasp

Vilayati was adduced in proof of their

incapacity, and a good deal was made

of the claim of Jamasp to have

brought the Farvardin Yasht for the

first time to India in 1721. All

these contentions were refuted at the

time, but the Parsis are still anxious

to have an authoritative opinion on

the matter, and they would feel ex-

ceedingly obliged, if you will he good

enough to reply to the following

questions :—

(1) Were the Indian Parsce

Priests of the last quarter of the

16th Century (for Meherji Rana is

said to have gone to Akbar’s court

about 1578) so densely ignorant

and so universally incapable that

not a soul could have been found

among them equal to the task of ex-

plaining to the inquisitive monarch

the principal doctrines of Zoroastria-

nism ?

(2) Were there

priests in those days who had a fair

knowledge of Zend, Pehlavi, Pazand

and Sanskrit (of course according to

the traditional method) ?

(3) Uo the Revayets deal only

with questions so elementary as to

prove that the qucstioners were

*‘ densely ignorant ’’ of the founda-

tions of their faith ?

any Parsee

(4) Are not large parts of these

Revaycts rather concerned with the

dificult and doubtful

doctrine or ccremonial, and do not

points o

these casuistical disquisitions show

that the Puarsis of those days were

not so ignorant or indifferent as is.

supposed ?

(5) Was the Farvardin Yasht

first brought to India by <dJamasp ?

Does it not exist in a nuniber of

Indian Manuscripts written before

1721?

This letter, sir, has grown very

long, and J know that I have no

right to expect that a scholar of your

aniversal reputation and multifarious

occupations will read or reply to it.

But all the same, I hope that yow

will add to the obligation you have:

already conferred on the Parsee com-

munity, by sending the answers to



these questions at your earliest con-

venience.

I remain, Sir,

Your most obedient and obliged

humble Servant,

Sd. Mancherji Pallanji Kutar.

To, (1) Dr. L. H. Mills,

c/o Messrs. Brown, Shipley Co.

Lothbury, London.

(2) Dr. Karl Geldner,

University of Berlin,

Berlin, Germany.

(3) Dr. E. W. Weat,

Maple Lodge, Watford,

Herts, England.

(The above Jetter was addressed to

these three suvans of Europe).

No. 27.

Replies. L.

May 12th 1898.

(Permanont Addrese) :—Maple

Lodge, Watford,

Herts, England.

Dear Sir,

Being away from home and my

books, [ am unable to reply pro-

perly to your letter of 15th April

until after my return, perhaps a fort-

night hence, when I will sec what

trustworthy evidence exists on the

subjects you enquire. about.
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So far as I clearly recollect, there

may be something to say on both

sides of the questions. If I am not

mistaken, the replies of the Iranian

Dasturs, brought to India by Nareman

Hoshang, in the last quarter of the

15th Century, indicate that he had

told them that the Indian Dasturs

had very little knowledge of the

Pahlavi, and were in doubt as to

several details. of their ceremonial

customs. But, singularly enough,

some of the documents they sent seem

to have been Persian written in Avevta

charactors, indicating that they sup-

posed the Tndian Dastura could read

the Avesta, even if they could not

understand it. And looking to the

corrupt state of the Pahalvi colophon

of this Revayat, as transcribed in

Darab Hormazdyar’s Revayat in

the 17th Century, I am_ inclined

to think that the Indian Dasturs’

knowledye of Pahlavi must have

been in its worst state abour 200 vears

ngo.

Professor Geldner, in the Prole-

gomena to his new edition of the

Avesta texts, has, I think, already

pointed out that the Farvardin Yasht

had been known in India Jong before

1721; very likely, not in Surat (to

which place it was then brought by

Jamasp of Kirman), but somewhere

else.

The Emperor Akbar is known to

have been a free-thinking enquirer

into all religions he heard of. So

the reports about his enquiries ints

the Parsi religion, are, no doubi,



based upon actnal events; and any

Parsi records of them are both in-

teresting and valuable, if they are

nearly contemporary. Why does not

the. Parsi Panchayat, before it is too

late, obtain complete copies of all

Memoranda of Events, noted down

at the timo of occurrence, by Heads

of Families, priests, and others, more

than 70 years ago? I underatand it

was usual to make such Memoranda,

but, as the practice has nearly died

out, they will soon all be lost. The

Panchayat should look upon such

Collections as valuable national re-

cords, to be preserved by all the

means in their powor. And when the

owners will not part with them (they

should not be really urged to do so,

‘if they feel any interest in them),

they might be induced to allow certi-

fied copies to be made for the Pun-

chayat Record Offve. No Record. of

an event can be more trustworthy

‘than one written down by an cye-

witness immediately after it has oc-

-curred. And, as long as such Records

exist, it would be a thousand pities

that they should be destroyed for the

want of any one to care for them ;

for they form the basia of all

‘history. The Parsi Prakash has

drawn many details from such

documents, asuflicient to show that

much material information might be

obtained by systematic enquiry and

influence.

Yours truly,

Sd. E. W. West,

Mancberji Palanji Katar, Esq.
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No. 28.

II.

119 Essex Road, Oxford,

May 25th 1898.

My Dear Sir,

You may quote entirely in the affir-

mative as to your scholarly, judicious

and moderate questions. Neryosang

himself goes back nearly or quite to

the date to which you allnde. There

ure some who even follow Neryosang

without restraint-as my lute colleague

Darmesteter did. So the Pehlvi trans-

lations antedate Akbar, and Neryo~

sang’s Sanskrit translation of them

proves s previons traditional knowledge

centuries older. Neryosang could not

have learnt without predecessors,

Excuse a short (letter). I say

‘‘Yes”’ decidedly, a highly intelligent

traditional knowledge existed among

Parsi priests at the time of Akbar

and before and after. And Akbar

would certainly sot have been so

foolish as to get a Parsi who knew

nothing to inform him.

Yours most sincerely and with thanks,

Sd. L. H. Mills.

lam greatly pressed.

No. 29.

ITI.

(Second letter from Dr. West.)

Maple Lodge, Watford,

June 10th 1898.

Dear Sir,

Your letter of 15th April with

eight News-paper cuttings from the



Bombay Gazette and three from the

Times of India, was received by me

when I was absent from home and

my books, aud therofore unable to

reply carlier than the present time.

I have carefully read the contents

of the News-papcr cuttings, and need

only say that my opipvions, regarding

the matters in dispute, practically

coincide with those expreased by the

writers whose signatares are Ed.

Ochiltree, Janior, and J. O. BE.

That Meberji Rana went to Delhi

about 1578 seems well attested by the

grant of a Jagir to him at that time;

but the traditional miracle atribnted

to him is undoubtedly a myth which

no educated Parsi of the present day

can really belicve (that is, it may he

a misunderstanding or misinoterpreta-

tion of some more probable facts.)

It would be casy to understand. that

the Parsi’s veneration for the sun

would ba ridiouled by the other religi-

ous disputants ; more probably by the

Mabomedans and Jtomish priests than

by the ITlindus. And what more

annoying form of ridicule could be

devised than to suggest the case with

which a clever Hiudu Juggler could

produce any number of imitation

suns’ Such a suggestion without any

attempt to carry it out, would bequite

sufficient to produce a myth shortly

after Moherji’s return to Navsari.

What is the presont form of this

myth seems dovbtful; Mr. R. P.

Karkaria speaks of an imitation sun

which could bave hardly deceived a

child. While Professor J. Darme-

ateter, in his introduction to the

7

Vanant Yasht (see his French Trans-

lation of the Zend-avesta, vol. II, p.

644) describes the myth as follows,

on the authority of Mr. Pestonjee

Nusserwapjee:—‘‘A magician of Delhi,

an accomplice in certain political

conspiracies, had produced the cloud

which obscared the sun; and Meherjj

Raus dissipated it by reciting the

Vanant Yasht.”” In India I have

noticed that the heat of the sun itself,

without any assistance, often dissipates

all approaching clouds before they

can pass between it and the earth.

Regarding the alleged ignorance

and incapacity of the Gnjcrat Parsis,

both priests and laity, in the 16th.

Century, I believe that such an ac-

ousation would be a gross oxaygora

tion of the actnaal facts. It appears

to be based upon certain statements

made in the Revayets brought by

Nareman Hoshang from Iran in 1478

and 1486. Strictly speaking, these

were written about a century before

the time of Mcherji Rana, but it will

be instrnetive to consider how far they

were correct in their own time.

One of the Iranian scribes of the

TRevayet of 1478 wrote in Persian ag

follows: —‘‘For this reason IT have not

written tbese things in Pablavi writ-

ing, invaamuch as Nareman Hoshang

gaid declared that perhaps

(magar) priests and laymen of the

Mazda-worshippers of Naveari, Kain-

and

bay, Broach, Surat and Anklesar may

not be understanding Pablavi writing.

He said there are laymen of these

towns, and even priests, who perchance

do not understand Pahlavi writing.’”



But the earlier part of the same

Revayet contains a Pazand Colloquy

‘between Zarathnst and Ormazd,

written in Avesta characters, also some

extracts from the Gathas in Avesta and

Pazand, as well as occasional Pahlavi

phrases, with plenty of Persian.

This free use of Avesta and Persian

writing, and even some Pahlavi, clear-

ly shows that the Iranian scribe had

no real fear of not being understood

iby the Indian Parsis (whose vernactu-

lar was old Gujrati, and to whom even

Persian was a foreign language) un-

iesg he used too much Pahlavi.

With regard to the questions taken

to Yesd by Nareman Hoshang, it

seems to me (judging from the replies

to about forty, which may be found

-‘acaticred about in various parts of

Darab Hormazyar’s Revayet colleg-

tion) that the queries propounded

‘by the Indian Parsis do generally

imply not so much any ignorance on

the part of their priests, as an in-

-creasing reluctance on the part of the

laity to comply with their teachings

and decisions. The laity living among

those of other religions, would natural-

ly find many of the precautionary ob-

gervances and customs, enjoined by

their own priesthood both tronblesome

and oppressive. Under such circum-

-stances, the priests and more conser-

vative elders would at last find it

necessary to refer the principal matters

in dispute to their brethren in Iran, so

ag to have their opinion to quote among

their own more unruly mombers.

Tf the Indian Parsi Priesthood had

been really ignorant and indifferent
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about their religion, they would not

have undertaken the trouble and ex~

pense of referring such matters to a

higher Court of Appeal, such as the

Iranian Priesthood must have ap-

peared to be, to the Indian Parsis.

And the questions, thus referred, sel-

dom involve any of the great funda-

mental dogmas of the Parsi religion,

but are nearly always confined to

details of ritual and purification, or

to matters of casuistry.

‘The same may be said of all the other

Revayets and writings which were ob-

tained from Iran, from time to time,

during the next two centuries. They all

indicate the deep interest which the

Parsi priests and laity took in the pre-

servation of their religion, and in ob-

taining copies of rare MSS. from Iran.

The circumstances under which the

Parsis firet settled in Gujerat, were

certainly not propitious for the pre-

servation of learning. Emigrating

from Persia probably as a company of

traders, with their families, attendants,

and dependants, they had to compete

for a livelihood with the fruga) and

industrious race, among whom they had

settled. No doubt a few priests muat

have accompanied them, and brought

with them the apparatns and MSS.

necessary for ordinary worship, such

as the Khordeh Avesta and Vendidad

Sadeh ; but their means of study and

education must have been limited.

The date of the arrival of the Par-

sis at Sanjan is very uncertain. The

Parsi Prakash mentions A.D. 716,

745-806, and 720 as having been

suggested ; bat Manushchihar, the



supreme Dastur of Iran in A. D.

.881, who mentions (in his Epistle IT,

‘viii, 5) that he might have ‘‘ to

wander forth by water even to China,”

does not speak of India, as he would

probably have done if many Parsis

had been there at that time. On the

other hand, some Parsis engraved

their Pahlavi signatures as witnesses

to a copper-plate grant in Southern

India, probably before A. D. 850;

but they may have been resident

traders from Persia. And at any

rate, the Parsis who inscribed their

Pahlavi signatures at the Kanneri

Caves, with dates corresponding to

A. D.1009 and 1021, may have come

from Sanjan.

Another date, which is difficult to

settle with certainty, is that of the

eelobrated Neryosang Dhaval, who is

nniversally admitted to have been

the most learned of the old Indian

Parsi priests. His incomplete trans-

jation of the Pahlavi Yasna into

Sanskrit is a convincing proof of his

extensive knowledye of both languages,

ata time when every translator had

to compile his own Jexicons and

grammars. THe also translated some

of the Khordah Avesta into Sanskrit,

and produced a Pazand-Sanakrit ver-

sion of the Pahlavi Minokhird, which

is much superior to a similar vergion of

the Pahlavi Arda-Viraf by a later hand.

The simplest mode of approximat-

ing to the date when Neryosang

flourished seems to be afforded by the

pedigree of the Broach Dasturs, dated

A. D. 1889, which gives nineteen

generations backwards from 1838 to
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the birth of Peshotan Ram probably

between 1373 and 1382, as he wrote

an old surviving MS. in 1397, when

he must have been a young man,

. because his father wrote another one

as late as 1410. These nineteen

generations in 465 or 456 years imply

244 or 24 years for each genera-

tion. In the colophon of the MS.

of 1397, the genealogy of Peshotan is

carried nine generations farther back

to Hormazdyar, who was contem-

porary with Noryosang ; but three of

these generations have been omitted

in the English translation of the book

of Gosht-i-Fryano, by mistake, as

may be seen from the Pahlavi text.

These nine venerations, if they were

of the same length as the later nine-

teen, would have extended over 22]

or 216 years, and have gone back to

A.D. 1152 or 1166 as the date of

the birth of either Hormazdyar or

Neryosang. So, from these data, we

may assume that Neryosang flourished

in the latter end of the twe.fth cen-

tury A. D. And as the Indian

Parsis seem unable to trace the names

of their priesthood more than three

generations farther back, or hardly

to A. D. 1100, we must suppose that

several names have been Jost.

Neryosang was, no doubt, a priest

of exceptional learning, with whom

hardly any of the older Parsi priests

in India can be fairly compared ; but

many others were learned and pains-

taking priests, especially those who

compiled the encyclopedical Revayets

and carefully copied MSS; indeed,

very few appear to have been in any



way incompetent. Jf we may com-

pare Neryosang in India with such

Tranians as Manushchihar, who wrote

the Dadistan-i-Dinik, and Atar-farn-

bag and Aturpad, who compiled the

Dinkard, we may certainly compare

the great majority of the Indian

Dasturs with the great majority of the

Tranian Dasturs for competent know-

ledge and efficiency. With regard to

any deficiency in knowledge of Pahlavi,

we must recollect that Pahlavi was the

vernacular writing of all Iranians

till near the end of the ninth century,

and continued in use among their

Parsi priests for some centuries

longer; while in India the priests had

to adopt other vernacnlars for daily

use, which interfered very much with

their Pahlavi and Persian studies.

When we find Indian Dasturs ask-

ing those in Iran for particular MSS.,

we are not entitled to imagine that

these MSS. did not then exist any-

where in India, but merely that they

were not in the possession of the

particalar Dasturs who applied for

them. Thus we find from the Colo-

phon of a MS. of the Farvardin

Yasht (Avesta text written in Persian

characters), now in the Haug collec-

tion at Munich, that Jamasp Hakim

was sent from Yazd to Surat with

replics to questions, a supply of Hom

and Vars, and an Avesta MS.

of the Furvardin Yasht which the

Surat congregation did not then

possers. On arrival at Bombay in

1722, he heard that Rustamjeoe

Mauekji, to whom he was travelling,

had died nearly two years before.
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Proceeding to Surat, he delivered

the documents and MS. which he had

brought, and stopped about six months

near Bombay, when returning home,

in order to transliterate the Avesta

text of the Farvardin Yasht into Per-

sian characters, which is the MS. now

at Munich. From this Colophon it

has been erroneously assumed that

the Farvardin Yasht was first brought

to India by Jamsp Hakim in 1722.

But Professor Geldner, in the course

of his researches, has discovered three

MSS. written in India, which are

independent of Jamasp’s MS, and:

yet contain this Yasht. These are FL

written by Asadin Kaka in 1591,

Pt.I written in 1625, and E11 whose

copy of Farvardin Yasht is evidontly

based upon that in F1. The greater

part of the Colophon of FI has

been rewritten at a latcr date, because

the last folio was worn out, but some

of the earlier lines of the original

Cvlophon still remain attached to the

end of the text, and have been accu-

rately copied by the second writer; the

hand-writing of this MS. has also been

compared with that of Asadin’s MS.

Ak2 of the Shikand-Gumani, written

21 years later, end the two writings

are very much alike. The Colophon

of Pt! bas also been rewritten. Fl ig

more modern, but its Farvardin Yasht

was cupied from FJ, and not from

Jamasp Hakim’s MS. So we must

conclude that this Yesht had been at

Navsari more than 131 years before

Jamazp brought it to Surat, But I

am not aware of its first arrival in India

being recorded in the Revayets.



If the Parsis will only read and

study Professor Geldner’s Prolegomena

until they understand them, they will

have little apprehension of his being

Jed astray by false colophons, even if

they existed, whicrh is so rarely the

oase in Parsi MSS, that I do not

remember to have met with a single

one in my thirty years’ experience.

Readers sometimes misunderstand

them, but that is from want of ex-

perience. Philologista, like scientific

men in genera), are accustomed to he

sceptical of firat impressions until

they have thoroughly cross-examined

them and considereyd all possible

whances af error.

There are some circumstances, con-

nected with the relative position and

intercourse of the [ranian and Indian

Parsis, thuvt require more attentive

and impartial investigation than they

have hitherto received. It appears

from the Epistles of Manuschihar,

that in A. D. 881, or 230 years after

the death of the last Parsi king of

kings, there were still considerable

Zoroastrian communities in Tran.

Manuschihar himgec]f was the supreme

high priest and special controller of

those in Pars and Kirman, and he

mentions Shiraz, Sirkan, WKirman,

Rai. and Sarakhs as still being head-

quarters of the old faith. These

cities were distributed over the greater

pars of Persian, aad we know, from

the oldest colophon of the Pahlavi

Vendidad, thst a Zoroustrian Com-

munity was aso Civing in Sagastan

A. BD. 1203. The

therefore uumerous and prosperous

in Parsig were

8k

in Iran, while their brethren were

struggling to establish themselves in

India. Down to the end of the ninth

centnry, as we learn from the Din-

kard, books VIII and IX, they still

preserved in Iran nineteen Nasks of

their sacred literature, out of the ori-

ginal twenty-one; while in India, us we

have seen, they had to be content with

three in the imperfect state absolutely

necessary for ordinary wor-ship,

From the tenth to the fifteenth

century, 80 far as I an; aware, Parsi

history is almost a blank, What do

we know of it, except the long visit

of Parsis to the Kanheri Caves in

A. D. 100§ and 1021; arrivals of

priests at Navsari in 1142 and 1215;

the return of Mahyar in 1205 to

Uchh in the Panjab, with a Pablavi

Veudidad MS., after residing 6 years

in Sayastan; the arrival of the Tranian

pricst Rustam Mihrapan efter 1269,

and his writing a Visperad at Ankle-

sar in 1278; also of his great-grand-

nephew Mihrapan Kai-Khusro, who

wrote two Pahlavi Yasnas, two

Pahlavi Vandidads, and some other

MSS. in 1323 and 1324, for Chahal

Sang of Kambay, a deceased Parsi

of whom no other record but some

five of Mihrapan’s colophons has yet

been found; and the building of »

brick dokhma at Broach in ,1309 ?

We may suppose that earlier Rivayets

than that of 1478 must have been

recei:ed in fudia. Js there no trace

of them in the records or registers of

remarkable tvents, the so-called

Fibrists or Bar-masias, that used tu be

kept by many Parsi priests in India ’



In A. D. 1478 the surviving

Rivayets commenced, and it soon

becomes evident that the Parsis in

Tran had lost much of their influence,

while those in India were improving

their position. In 151] four Tranian

traders brought a Maktub to Gnijerat,

in which the Iranian Parsis e-timate

their own population in Sharfubad

and Turkabad at 400, in Yezd at 500,

in Kirman at 700, and Sistan at

2700, and in Khurasin at 1700.

individuals (nafar). Supposing that

nafuy means “‘ father of a family ”,

this total of 6000 rafur would

imply a total Parsi population,

in the dis tricts mentioned, of

between 25,000 and 30,000, probably

no more than then existed in

India.

Tf the Indian Dasturs of those

times are to be blamed for inetticiency

because they made enquiries to as-

certain if the customs and traditions

of the Iranian Dasturs were the same

as their own, how much morejure the

latter to be blamed for allowing nine-

tenths of their sacred literature, the

Nasks, to be lost and destroyed bet-

ween the tenth and fifteenth centuries ¢

No doubt, those were troublous times

for Dasturs in [ran, but they did not

all become ignorant, for many valua-

ble MS3. were copicd by some of

them; thoagh the most important

were neglected and remained un-

copied, frout sheer want of energy,

until they disappeared. And when

the Indian Dasturs enquired shout

the Nusks in 1478, they could only

obtain a very brief statement of their
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general contents, which was only

partially trustworthy.

Ts it not owing to a similar want of

energy that the modern Parsis, with

all their education, enterprise, and

common sense, have allowed, and are

still allowing, the gradual destruction

of mauy old documents, in the shape

of Fibrists and other memoranda of old

members of their community, which

would constitute the sole material for

much of their history, if complete

copies of them were collected and

preserved, by own official

leadors, for the future information and

use of their community ?

their

T think you will find replies to all

your questions in this letter, though

notin the same order as vou adopted ;

and you will see that it has been

necessary to state the reasons for my

opinions at some Jength. You are at

liberty either to publish this letter, or

to use it otherwise, as you please ; and

if. you wish for the newspaper cuttings

to be returned, kindly let me know.

Yours very trnly,

(Sd) E. W. WEST.

To,

MANCHERJ! PALANJI

KUTAR, Esqr.

——

No. 80.

IV.

Berlin, 25-8-98,

Bandelst 45 N W.

Respected Sir,

Thauking you for your letter dated

April 15 and the cuttings, 1 must beg
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you to excnse my late answer to your

questions.

Considering the want of reliable

sources it is not easy to vive a safe

judgment as regards the state of

knowledge of the Indian Parsee

Priests in the lth to 18th centuries.

Anquetil’s judgment is of no value.

He possessed an extremely superficial

knowledge of the Zend and Pahlavi

languayes and may have put many

questions to his teacher that even the

best Dasturs were unable to answer,

aud consequently his judgment could

not be but overhasty.

Among the copyists of MSS. of the

L6th and 17th

number of very couscientions ones ;

bat J doubt that their knowledyve of the

Avesta texts themselves was very

extensive. A+ a traditioual Grammar

and real schouls fur priests in Tndia

wanting, the texts

heetme naturally more and more

difficule of interpretation for the

Indian Parsees. A substitute was

found in the Pahlavi translation and

in the whole Pahlavi literature. The

Avesta doea not always give a clear

and perfect picture of Zoroastrianism.

That was the Pahlavi

literature.

centuries were a

were cntirely

reserved to

Howover it admits of little doubt

that in the 16th century there were

Dasturs who understood Pahlavi

thoroughly. It may be that sach

Dasturs lived in the obscure corners

of Guojerat. With Brahmins and

Jews it is also often the case that the

real traditional knewledge lived on in

corners. In certain Indian Dastur

families the knowledge of Pahlavi

must have remained traditional. Where

otherwise—-to mention only one-could

the venerable Dastur Hoshangji in

Poona, the teacher of the Europeans,

have acyuired his knowledge of the

Pahalavi ? Consequently a learned

Pahlavi scholar was very well able to

explain the Doctrines of Zoroaster to

the Great Mogul in a convincing

manner.

The Revayets, tro, do not always

treat clementary sabjects, but often

such with very impoFlant questions,

ef Sucred Books of the Hust, Vol.

AXXVIi, 419f. They frequently

give the authoritative decisions of the

learned Dasturs in Iran, It is repor-

ted that Jamasp brought the LVarvar-

din Yasht to India in 1721, which was

said to have been lost there. This

loss can only refer to certain congre-

gations, and not to the Parseas of

India in general. The fact is that

this Yasht existed in India at that

time in several copics and partly in

a better state than the Persian MS.

gave, but it was probably kept sceret.

by the owners.

Palacographicals and text-critical

reasons lewve no doubt that the MSS.

that I have denominated FI and

Pt 1 are in reality as old as the

colophons testify.

T remain, Sir,

Your most obedient,

(Sd.) K. F. GELDNER.
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No. 81.

(The Times of India, 21st Dec, 1901.)

ROYAL ASTATIC SOCIETY,

THE BOMBAY BRANCH,

A mecting of the above branch

was held on Thursday, Mr. James

MacDonald, one of the Vice-Presid-

ents, occupying the chair. Mr.

Jivanjee Jamsetjee Modi read a paper

on ‘* Parseeg at the Court of Akbar

and Dastur Mcherjee Rana,’’ and

exhibited a number of valuable origin-

al documents referred to in the paper.

Mr. K. R. Kama, in moving «a. vote

of thanks to Mr. Modi observed

that as Mr. Modi had controverted

the views expressed by Mr. R.P.

Karkaria in the paper he contributed

to the Society in 1896 on ‘‘ Akbar

and the Parsees,’’ Mr. Karkaria would

naturally desire to reply. But as the

hour was late he thought it would be

desirable to postpone the discussion

to a future mecting. This was agreed

to, and the vote of thanks passed by

acclamation.

The following is an abstract of the

paper rcead:—It is diffienlt to say

what the religion of King Akbar

exactly was. Comte de Noer calls

it Parsee—~Soufi—-Hinduism. Many

scholars say that Akbar was, to a

certain extent, influenced by Zoroas-

trianism, and that in his new religion

he took many elements from that

religion. Now the question is, Who

were the Parsees that took part in the

religious discussions at his court from

1576 to 1579 and influenced Akbar ?

Mr. R. P. Karkaria, in a paper read

before the Society in 1896, said it

was the Parsees of Persia, with Arde-

shir at their head, who took part in

the discussions and influenced King

Akbar. The object of my paper is to

show that it was the Indian Parsees

of Navsari, with Meherji Rana at

their head, who attended the meet-

ings of discussiona and influenced

Akbar. Badaoni mentions the event

of the coming of Navsari Parsces in

the events of 1578-79 as a past event.

The Dabistun also says the same thing,

but adds that likewise Ardeshir was

called from Persia by Akbar. The

Farhang-i-Jehangiri assiyts us in

fixing the date of the arrival of Arde-

shir, who, the book distinctly says, was

specially called by Akbar for assisting

the author. The author says it was

at the time of Akbar’s visit to

Kashmir about 1592 (1000 Hijri),

that the King gave him orders to

write it. So itis clear that Ardeshir,

who was specially sent for, tor that

book must have come after 1592, i. e.

about thirteen years after the close of

the religious discussions—eleven years

after the year (1581 A. D.) when,

according to his historians. Akbar

openly adopted several Parsee form=

o£ worship, and one year after the

death of Meherji Rana. Thus we find

that it was the Naveari Parsees who

attended the discussions as Badaoni

clearly notes. Ardeshir came to India

a long time after the event. The

Tarikh-i-Memalik-i-Hind and the

Akbar-nameh also place the discua--

sions in the 23rd year of the King,
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when Ardesir had not come to India.

Now the question is, Who was the

leader of the Navsari Parsees ¥

Several facts show that it was Dustur

Meherjee Rana, the lender of the

priesthood of that town. I produce

original locuments of 1570, of 1572,

and the oldest copies of the Revayats

from Persia, one of them from our

University library and supposed to be

written in 1679, all of which tend

to show that Mcherjee Rana was the

leader of the Navsuri priests. I also

produce other old manuscripts, all

more than two hundred years old;

which show that even Mcherjee Rana’s

father was a leading priest of

Navsari. These old documents show

that it is not irue that Meherjee

Rana was an obscure priest, as alleg-

ed, and was not capable to explain

his religion to Akbar. I also pro-

duce two original frmans by King

Akbur himself given in the 40th and

48th years of his reign to Dustur

Kaikobad. the son of Mcherjee Rana,

for a grant of 100 bingahs of land

given to him in addition to 200

bingahs given to his father. Dustur

Meherjes Rana’s name is elearly

mentioned as th: recipient of 200

bingahs from Akbar. I produce two

other original ducaments of Akbar’s

reign which support the first two

firmans of King Akbar. These rr-

mans bear Akbar’s seala. Land was

given io Meherjee Itana according

to tradition, for his services in the

mectings of religious discussion and

in the Court of Akbar. 1 produce

two other original documents by

the Navsari priests, dated 1579

and 1580, formally acknowledging

Meherjee Rana as their head. This

was immediately after his return

from Delhi. I also produce an old

Avesta prayer book written in 1716

wherein the name of Meherjee Rana

is commemorated in the sacred praver

as one of the departed worthies of

Navaari.

and ballads connecting Meherjec Ra-

Akbar. It is

alleged that such songs were composed

But

T, prodace an old manuscript book

written in 1791,

soug referring to Moherjee Rana’s

visit to the court of Akbar. Even if

the date of this old book had been

missing, the names in the Colophon

would fix its old date. It

written for one Jamshedjec

Again we have old songs

’ . ve

na’s name with King

only a generation or two ago.

which contains a

wus

Koo-

kajee, who, we learn from Khan Ba-

hadnr Bomanjee Patel’s Parser Pra-

kash, was the tathecr-in-iaw of the

great great grandfather of the present

Sir Dinshaw Maneckjec Petit, and

lived from 1745 to 1810. Tiet us

note that the manuscript is 110 years

old. So the song must have been

composed much earlier. The song

was composed by ‘Tansen, who was the

well-known musician of Akbar. J

have subinitted the song to Maharaja

Sir Surendranath Tagore, of Caloutta,

who is an expert of great reputation

in cur Indian music, and he certifies

that, this is a song of Tansen himself.

This is then evi-

dence about Dastur Meherji Rana’s

influence upon King Akbar.

contemporary

Again
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we have the verses of Dastur Sha-

poorjee Sanjana, who lived from 1735-

1805, which mention the fact of Me-

herjee Rana explaining Zoroastria-

nism to Akbar. It is alleged that

Mehérjze lRana’s name is not men-

tioned by Mahomedan historians, so

his visit to che court of Delhi is

doubtful. But we do not find in the

works of those historians, the pames

of all the Christian missionaries men-

tioned by father Catrou as

visited Akbar’s Only one

name is mentioned—that of Huther

Rudolf, Are we, therefore, to doubt

the fact of their having gone to Ak-

Mr. Karkaria has done

a gross injustice to the present des-

cendants of Dastur Mehorjee Rana.

He said in his paper: ‘* A paper has

been put into my hands by the pre-

sent descendants of this Mcherjee

Rana, who still live in Naosari, in

which what called historical

having

court,

bar’s court ?

are

authorities are given for the

above-mentioned traditions. The

writer of this quotes what purport to

be passages from the famous histo-

Badaoni, Abul

Fazal, and the author of the Tabakat-

i-Akbari, in each of which the tra-

dition is fully and emphatically men-

tioned !

rians of Akbar, viz.

But, strange to relate, I

do nat find just these passages in these

historians. They are conspicuous by

their absence in excellent editions of

Badaonj and Abul Faz] publi-hed by

the Bengal Asiatic Society in the

Bibliotheca India.” 1 produce here

those very papers, which were placed

in the hands of Mr. Karkaria, and

fortunately initialled at his instance,

by Mr. Dosssabhoy Framjee and Mr.

Kaikhushro N. Kabrajee. I find

from these papers that the books

named by Mr. Karkaria are not at

all mentioned there! ‘The author

mentioned there is not Badaoni, whose

work Muntakhab-ul Tawarikh is pub-

lished in the Bibliotheca Jndia, but

one Abdul Kadir Badlani and his

wotk is mentioned as one Vakaat-i-

Akbari. The second author men-

tioned there iz not Abul Fazl whose

Ain and Akbar-Nameh are published

by the Bengal Asiatic Society, but

one Abul Fazl whose werk is men-

tioned as Tawarikh-i. Mahanameh.

Thirdly, the Tabukat-i-Akbari

ferred to in the papers ix not the well-

re-

known work of Nizaum-od-"in, but one

Of one Abdul Nani Seistani, It is

strarge to see, that thus Mr. Kar-

karia has given names of books which

“ard not ut all to be found in the papers

supplied to him by ihe descendants of

Meherjee Rana and initialled by the

above named well-known citizens. In

conclusion, my best thanks are due to

Dastur Darabjee Mahiarjee of Nav-

sari, Professor 8. H. Hodiwalla, Mr.

Maneckjee R. Unwalla, and to the

Naosari Meherjee Rana and Mulla

Feroza for placing old

jirmans, letters, and munuscripts at

my disposal.

libraries

No. 32.

(The Voice of India 18th April 1903.)

The last number of the journal of

the Bombay Branch of the Royal
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Asiatic Society has been enriched with

uncommonly interesting matter. Mr.

Jivanji J. Modi leads off with an ela- -

borate paper—‘'Parsis at the Court

of Akbar.’’ This is an old theme, but

Mr Modi throws a good deal of new

light on it and tries to be as convin-

cing ax it is possible to be on such a

subject, as to which it is diffienlt to

say where tradition ends and history

begins. For Parsia the paper is of

The Shabee Dia-

lect of Arabic is a treatise by Lt.-

Colonel Jaykar and likely to interest

Mahomedan friends. Of wider

is tho Rev. Dr. Taylor’s

paper on the coins of the Gujarat

Saltannt, evincing close study and

patient rescarch. ‘Dhar and Mandu,”

absorbing interest.

our

interest.

by Captain EH. Barnes, is a living,

speaking picture in parts of those far-

famed cities of Central India. We do

not remember having read such a gra-

phie seecunt of Mandu since the pub-

licition of Hope’s valaable mono-

graph. Attention may also ba called

to Mr. D. R. Bhandarkar’s epigraphic

notes rn! questions, another subject of

wide interest, and also to his clever

little pauper on the Gurjars.

No. 83.

DIN-I-ILAHI OF AKBAR.*TH

Wr t INpIA WOLLD HAVE BEEN IF

AKBAR’S MIGHTY DREAM WAS REALISED.

Parsi Priests at ihe Court of Akhar.

Tuts desire to sat himself up as the

* From n- article by Dr Nishikanta h .ttop-
dhyayor, Ph D, in the ‘Hindustan Review,’”

Alluhubad, (Of the month of March 1908.)

prophet of a new religion was further

strengthened in Akbar’s mind by the

Mahdavi movement which had taken

a definite shape during the first cen-

tury preceding the Millennium of

Islam through the teaching of Mir

Syed Muhammad of Jaunpore, Sheikh

Alai of Bengal, and a host of others

in different parts of India. Sheikh

Mubarak, the father of Faisi aud Abul

Fazl, was a zenlou: adherent ef thig

hew movement and would have paid

for it with his life, but for the kind

intercession, as 1 have already men-

tioned, of Khan-i-Azam Avcex Mirza

Koka who recommended him to the

The Mahdavia asserted,

that the latter days of Islam were to
be marked by a general decadence in

political power and in morals, which,

on reaching its climax, is to be follow-

ed by the appearance of Imam Mahdi’

or the Suhib-i-Zaman, ise, The Lord

of the Period, who will restore the sin-

king faith of mankind to ita original

purity. Seme of the Mullahs aod

courtiers pretended to prove from old

documents and hoary traditions that

Akbar was the anticipated Suhib-i-

or the twelth The

Kmperor.

Ziman fmam.

_twe'fth Imam would also have many

wives, sheve his board, and reeoncile

all the differences in the 72 secta of

I-lnm = This idea of the rest rer of

the M-Heanium was revived during the

discussions at Fatehpur Siked with

this importaut modification, however

that Akbar himself was pointed out

us the prophesied Tam. This new

feature Lad Akbar’s full approval

and exercised a very decided influcnce
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on the progress of the new Faith.

He ordered Abul Fazl to compile a

Tawarikh-Alfi or ‘‘A History of the

Millennium.” This history was to re-

having exiated

through its predestined term, and

prescot Islam as

was now nearing its very end. It

had already existed one thousand
years (Alif) and had done its work.

This history begins with events sub-

sequent to the death of the Prophet

of Islam, and ends abruptly with the

reign of Umar-ibn-i-Abdul Malik

(A. H. 99). The years are reckoned

from the death of the Prophet, and

not from the Hijr. His Majosty

was now (1582) cvonvineed, that this

Millennium was drawing near. The

first order that was passed was that

the coinage shonld show the cra of

the Millennium. The era of the

Hijra abolished. On copper

coins and gold mohurs the era of the

Alfi or the Millennium was used, in-

dicating thai the religion of Mubam-

mad was to last one thousand years

and then to be superseded by a higher
and a truer faith. Besides the Aalma

referred to shove, the new Religion

WHS

which might be designated as a sort of

eclectic Unitarianism, had a dazh of

mysticisin about it which was symbo-

lised by rites aod corenonials, chiel-

ly borrowed from the Parsis and the

Hindus. The Parsi and Hindn loan-

ings of the Kmperor were well-kuown.

A new ora, called the Zarikh-i- Mahi,

beginning with the vernal equinox

the

Larikh-i= Mahi

Hyderabad

was reckoned and the names of

mouths were Parsi.

is still in vogue in

(Deccan), and the so-called I'asli

months that are still used in all

State records are the same Zoroa-

strian months that were introduced

by Akbar more than three centuries

ago. Would to God, Akber’s era,

Akbar’s Din-i-/Hahi were also the re-

ligion of this State! Would it not

then be a traly Jdeal State, and a

really — resuscitated

Akbar’s Empire ?

A band of Mobeds and Dasturs,

beaded by Meherji Rana, had arrived

from Nowsari in Guazcrat and had

explained to the Emperor the esoteric

sense of the rites and tenets of the

Zoroastrian faith. At the Jamshedi

which was changed

Nauroz-i-Jalali, a great feast was

given every year. Zoroastrian festi-

vals became quite fashionable. His

Majesty also adopted different suits

of clothes of seven different colours,

each of which was worn on a_parti-

eulur day of the week in honour of

the seven colours of the seven planets.

On the same auspicious day, 7. ¢., the

Nauroz-Day, a Alinabazwar was held

where Jadies of the harem kept the

stalls. Marriage-contracts and be-

trothals were ofton arranged hore.

Some of you will probably recollect

that it was st one of these Afina-

bazaars that youthful Selim first met,

und was fascinated by the graces and

charms «f the lovely Meher-un-nisa

miniature of

Nauroz, into

subseqaeuddy known as Nar Jahan or

the Light of the World,

ago durisg the Princge of Wales’ visit

Two years

to JTndin, a similar Afinabazuer was

organised Ly Lady Minto in Caleutta.
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I wonder if that Vinabuzaar of Cal-

cutta reminded any of the visitors

and patrons of the Fair, and espe-~

cially the Amir Habeeb-ul-lah Khan

who played such @ conspicuous role

in it, of the magnificent Minabazaars

held by Akbar at Agra, Delhi and

Lahore, more than three centuries be-

fore. From the New year’s Day of

the 25th year of his reign (1580),

His Majesty openly worshipped the

Sun and the Fire by prostrations, and

the courtiers were ordered to rise when

the candles and lamps were lighted

‘in the palace. Some of the Hindu

rites and customs were also adopted.

The Hom ceremony, which is common

both to the Hindus and the Parsis,

waa daily performed, in the inner

apartments of Akbar’s chief queen

-Jodhbai, the mother of Jahangir.

No. 84-A.

[ Extract from a paper entitled ** Lu
religion @? Akbar dans ses rapports

avec lL” Islamisme et le Parsisme’’ (The
Religion of Akbar in its relations with
Islamiam and Paysecism) t read by Prof.
Dr. G. Bonet Maury of the University
of Paris, at the International Congress
of the History of Religions, at Basel,

which met from 80th August to 2nd
September 1904.]

ETAT DU PARSISME DANS

LINDE,

Les Parsis descendent d’an petit

groupe de Persans, qui, aprés Ia

conguéte Musulmane, quittérent I’Iran

plutot, que de renoncer & la religion

de Zoroastre. Aprés bien des vicis-

-Situdes, ils abordérent sur la céte du

Gouzerat, dans le district de Sanjan

(785) et furent autorisés & y résider

4 certaines conditions.

Les principales étaient qu’ils

adopteraient Ia langne du pays, que

leurs femmes se conformeraient aux

usages des femmes Hindoues et qu’ils

feraient connaitre leurs rites ot

coutumes au Rajah de Sanjan. Au

quinziéme siécle, par suite de )’inva-

sion Musulmane, les Parsis s’enfui-

reat, emportant le feu sacré dans les

montagnes de Bahrout. De Ja, au

bout de vingt-cing ans, un Parse

Je rapporta a Naucari (1516). I est

probable que c’est & l'occasion du

+[ ‘‘ Published in Verhandlungen des 1,
Internationalen Kongreases fiir Allgemeine
Religionsgeschichte in Basel, 360 Augnat bis
2 Septr. 1904’'—p. 294. “his book was kindly
sapplied by Naib Dastur Rustamji Edalji
Peshotan Sanjana, B.A., who had the honour
of being invited at thé Congress, where he
rea@ his paper on ‘'‘ Ahura-Mazde in the
Avesta.’? — Tu Epiror. |
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siége de Surate (1573) qu’Akbar

entendit parler de ces réfogiés Porsans.

Ayant établi son quartier eénérel a

Kakri-kari, il y manda le Dastonr

Meherji-Rana, chef de Ip colonie

Parse de Nauari qui Vinitia 4 !a loi

de Zoroastre et aux rites Mnzdeons.

Mon. Modi, » demontré & l’aide de

firmans de Ja chancollerie d’Akbar,

de chants populaires et d’une note

d’Anquetil-Duperron, gue ce farent

des Parsis du Guzerat et non pas

ceux restés en Perse qui furent en

rapport avec le grand Mogol. *

Cette thése est conforme a l’asser-

tion de l’auteur da Mountakab-al-

Tavarik: [] vint de Naucari 4 Delhi

des Parsis qui enseignérent & l’em-

pereur la doctrine de Zvroastre.”’

*Vv. J.J. Modi: Mémoires oités. La note

d’Anguetil a été decouvérte Ala Bibliotheque

Nationsle de Paris, et transcrite par Mlle. D,

Menant, l’orientaliste distinguéo auteur de la

meilieure histoire des Persis que nous ayons
en Francais. lor vol. paru en 1962. Ilme vol.
en preparation.

(1RANSLATION.)

STATE OF THE PARSIS

IN INDIA.

The Parsees descend frum a

small group of Persians, who, after

the Mueulman conquest, left

rather than renounce the religion of

Zoroaster. After many vicissitudes,

they landed on the coast of Gujarat

\n the district of Sanjan (785), and

were authorized to reside there on

certain conditions.

Tran

The principal (conditions) were

that they should adopt the langange

of the country, that thoir women

should conform themselves to the

usayes of Hindu women, and that

they should make the Raja of Sanjan

ucquainted with their rites and

customs. In the fifteenth century, in

consequence of the Musulman

vasion, the Parsees ran away, carrying

ihe sacred fire in the mountains of

Bahrout. From there, ut the end of

twenty five years, a Parsce carried

it (the sacred fire) to Navsari (1516).

It is probable that, it was on the

occasion of the siege of Surat (1573),

that Akbsur heard of these Persian

refugees. Having established his

head-quarters at Kakri-Kari,f he sent

for Dastur Meherji Rana, the chief

of the Parseo colony of Navaari, who

initiated him to the law of Zoroaster

aud to Maadian rites. Mr. Modi

has shown, with the aid of frmans of

the Court of Akbar, of the popular

songs, and of a note of Anquetil da

Porron, that it were some Parsees of

Gujarat, and not those who had re-

mained in Persia, who were in rela-

tion with the great Mogul. *

in-

This theme is in conformity with

the assertion of the author of

Mountakab-al-Tavarikh “* There

came. from Navsari to Delhi some

+ [Kankrd-Khari (sist-41l”)~--now well
knowa on account of the Railway Station of
this name, built on the Tapti Valley Rallway
—Tur Epitor.]}

*v.J.J. Mody: Memoires quoted. The note
of Anquetil has been found at the ‘‘Bibliothe-

que Nationale’’ of Paris, and transcribed by
Miss D. Menant, the distinguished Orienta-

Mgt author of the best bistory of the Parsis

which we have in French. The lst. Vol. appear-

ed in 1962: 2nd. Vol. in preparation.
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Parsis, who taught the Emperor the

doctrine of Zoroaster.”’

No. 34-B.

[ Extracts from an Article on Akbar, by

Mr. H. Beveridae, J.C. S. (Bengal),

Retired, in “ The Encyclopaedia of

Religion and Ethies,” Vol. I, p. 273 ]

No, 84-C.

{ Extracts from a paper entitled * A

glimpse into the work of the B. B. R.

A. Society, during the last 100 years,

from a Parsi point of view”, by Shams-

uleulma, Ervad (Dv.) J. J. Modi. Ph.

D*, published iu ‘The Centenary

Memorial Volume of the Bombay Bi anch

of the Royal Asintic Society’ (1904 A.

D.), pp. 275, 283 & 285.]

(1)
Journal, B. BL R.A. S., Vol. XIX,

pp- 289-3805, 8th August 1896.
; fog

This paper gives an account of

Indeed, it were Parsis from Navsari

in Gujrat and from Persia who taught

Akbar. Upon this point, the in-

teresting article on ‘The Parsis at

the Court of Akbar”, by Jivanji

Jamshedji Modi, Bombay Brauch | “the earnest enquiry,” which Akbar

of the R.A. S. (1902 ) may be made ‘‘after the best

consulted. * * * , “Parsee by religion for men”, and
* it * * * . Mr. RK. P. of his attempt ‘“‘to set

Karkaria.
apa new faith,” 1 as

described by Baduoni in his Munta-

khab-al-Tawarikh, and by Abu Fazal,

in hig Akbar-ndmeh. While referring

to the influence of the religion of the

Parsees on Akbar, Mr. Karkaria exa-.

Evidently, Persia und the old

Persian religion had a strony in-

fluence over him. Farsis came to him

from Navsari in Gujarat; and he also

sent to Persia and fetched'a learued

Zoroastrian named Ardeshir.

—_-_ 1 Journal, B. B. R. A. S,, XIX, p. 289,

(*In the preface of this paper, publisied as a separate volame, Dr. Modi says as follows: —

‘*The Bombay Branch of the Royal Asintic Society’ was founded in November 1864,

under the name of ‘The Literary Sosiety of Bombay.’ So, it completed its 1006 years in

November 1904. It celebrated its Centenary in January 1905. Of the several ways in which

it was sought to celebrate the Centenary, one was to issue a ‘ Centenary Memorial Volume.’

On 15th October 1993, the Committees of Management asked Mr. Khurshodji Rustomji Cama

and myself to prepare a part of the volume dealing with Parsee subjects. Mr. Cama kindly

left the work to myself, and this book is the result of that work.

“On 17th January 1905, the opening day of the Centenary celebrations, a summary of

this paper was read at the rooms of the Soviety iu the Town Hall, under the title of ‘A glimpse

inte the work of the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatie Society, during the last 160 years,

from a Parsee point of view.’ ‘To draw tho attention of a large number of pergons

particularly interested in the subject, a great part of thy paper was read before the ‘Zarthoshti

Dinni Khol-karnari Mandli’ (‘The Society for inquiring into Zoroastrian Studies’), at its

meetings held on 27th August, 2nd and 24th September, lat, 8th, 22nd and 29th Qetober, and

19th November, 1904. The meeting of the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic Socicty on the

17th of January 1905, and all the above-mentioned eight meetings of the above mandi, were

presided over by Mr. K. R. Cama—the guide, friend and philosopher of students Interested in

Tranian subjects in Bombay.’’~~Taz Epiron ]



mines the tradition among the Parsees,

that Dastur Meherji Rana of Naosari

had explained to Akbar the religion

of the Parsees, and not only decides

against the tradition, but says, that

the Dastur was an obscure priest and

not able to explain the religion to

Akbar. This paper has received a

reply from me in two papers, entitled

“The Parsees at the Court of Akbar

and Dastur Meherji Rana’’?: and

“Notes of Anquetil Da Perron (1755-

61) on King Akbar and Dastur

Meherji HRana.’’? As I have said in

the first of my above two papers, ‘‘this

is not the first time that doubts have

been raised against Dastur Meherji

Hana’s mission to the Court of Akbar.

Unfortunately, latterly there has been

a division of parties among the

priesthood of Naosari. Some are

opposed to tha family of Meherji Rana

and its associates. Some of them

have, ere this, raised such doubts,

several times, in some of the Gujarati

papers. But it was for the first time,

that the question was transferred by

the above-mentioned paper to the

platform of this Society.’4

A good deal of want of couriesy is

shewn in this paper by its author to

2 Journal, B. B. R. A. &., XXI, pp. 69-245.

3 lbid, pp. 537-551.

4 Journal, B. B. R, A. S., XIX, pp, 71—72.

$2

Dastur Meherji Rana. Not only that,

but the same kind of discourtesy is
extended to the living members of

the Meherji Rana family, and gross

injustice done to them. He has

perverted the names of the books

stated in the papers, that were passed

into his hands by some membera of

the family. I repeat what I have said

in one5 of my above papers of reply:

“To say the least, this is very un

fair, and I beg to say, that Mr. Kar-

karia, if not for his own sake, for the

sake of the Society in whose Journal

he has published this libel, owes an

explanation to the members of the

family of Dastur Meherji Rana, who,

he thinks, have made ‘a pretended

claim’ for their ancestor.” No explana-

tion has come yet,t and it is a pity

that the pages of the Journal of the

Society have been allowed to remain

sullied in this way. The controversy

raised by this paper was soon trans-

ferred, again, to the daily papers of

Bombay, and party spirit ran high.

The hospitality of their editorial

columns, extended to their contributor

by the two well-known Bombay Eng-

lish dailies, was equally abused, and

the Dastur, who was termed ‘an

obscure priest in a corner of Gujarat’

in the above paper, was abused as a

5 Journal, B. B. R. A. 8,, XXI, p. 157.

+ [ None has come till the 16th of August 1915—the day on which I examine this proof.

In fact, none fs likely to come at all, now, since Mr, R. P. Kakaria, B. A., hag long age, for

reasons known to himself, but not made public, severed his connection with the eociety.

Was this our Graduate of the Bombay University obliged, against his will, to resign his mem-

bership because, in spite Of all this show of learning aud dogmatism in his favourite jour-

nals, he sould not face on the society's platform another ‘‘ Parsee priest born in a corner

of Guaerat,’’ who had alraady ‘‘ pniverised’’? him, as was remarked by a friend of bis

(Mr. K's), in the Town Hall, jnat after Zitad Jivanjee Modi finished reading bis paper?



charlatan and an impostor.
eSi a a od

(2)

Journal, B. BR. A. S., Vol. XX1,

pp» 67-245, 19th December 1901.

As said above,* this paper of mine

is a reply to Mr. R. P. Karkaria

with reference to a part of his paper

on ‘‘Akbar snd the

Parsees.”” Ths main

questions were: (a) who

were the Parsees, who

* inflacnced Akbar in the

matter of his new religion, and (b)

who was the leader of the Puarscex? |

“The Parsees at
the Court of

Akber aad Dastur
Moberji Reza.”
by Mr. Jivaali
Jamshed|i Medi
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Parsees, whu influenced Akbar. III.

Thirdly, I have examined the objec-

tions that have been raised to these

facts. In the appendix, I have given

the photo-litho facsimiles of some of

the documents referred to in the body

of the puper, with their texts and

translations.

An outline of this paper and of a

‘subsequent supplementary paper on

the same subject, based on the notes

of Anquetil Du Perron, has been

published in the ‘‘Revae del’ His-

toire des Religions.” Tho subject

of the religion of Akbar has been

recently treated in a paper, before
have treated the whole subject under

three heads.

I. Firstly, I have tried to prove,

that it wis the Nuaosari Parsees who

influenced Akbar. II Secondly, I

have tried to prove that it was | astur

the Congress of the History of Reli-

gions, held at Baul in August 1904,

by Mon. G. B. Maury,® whose trans-

lution of Comte de Noer’s work (L’

Empereur Akbar, par le Comte de

Noer) I have quoted in my paper.

Meherji Rana, the leador of the Naosari “© (Au extract from this paper, along with
-- —————_—_— _ its tranelation, is given in number 34-A

above. —Tuxr Epitor. ]* Vide p. 275.

After writing the above, I find that Mr. Kakaria bas had, at length, to break his silence

in the matter, when taking a note of Dastur Moherjee Ranua’s death—auniversary, in the

issue of the ‘‘Jam-e-Junshed” of 14.815. He sayy that it is believed (* uagu Gu Ry"

uaa 8) that the deceased (Dastur M. R.) had gone to Akbar’s court, and assisted ( “* yam

WxAMUA; wee $f) Oc’) in expcunding to him the Zoroastrian religion, for whieh he was

granted 206 Bingbas of land; and that, é/ there be any truth in this belief (“oA ty Wieudai dege

Sia a’), tbe Parsees. as such, should be glad, as already etated by himself, in this journal

(during the Meherjee-Rans Controversy).—~ -Now, what does he mean by making thie puerile

attempt to show that he was in the right? He should knuw that, by thus trying to humbug

and insult the intelligence of hie readers, ho ia only exposing himsalf to contempt and

ridioule. {f thie ‘Cour only historian ” and ‘impartial critic’’ has not the courage and

gentlemanly eandour to admit his defeat, should he not have better kept quiet as uptil now?

Or, does he make these concessions grudgingly and againet his will, in obedience to the

desire of the proprietors of the journal, who, jnst two days afterwards, signified in an

editorial their aceeptanoe of Ervad Dr. Modi’s conelusions? For, it is by their favour that
Mr. R. P. Kakaria, B. A., bas the honour to be the sole, editor of this ‘‘ memorial ” (obituary)

eolumn, and has got the opportunities, he seeke and dearly loves, of making by hie
‘‘igonoolastic sprit and ‘‘love of trath’, a sensation”’ not only in this, bat in the other world

also.~ THz Evtvor. ]
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(3)
Journal, B.B.R.AS., Vol. XXI.,

pp. 537-548, 13th July 1903.

This paper is a supplement to my

above-mentioned paper!
‘Notes of An- «:

quetil Da Per- The Parsees at the

ron (1755-61), Court of Akbar and
tug Akb ‘

oe amar Dastur Meherji Rana.”
peri Rana.” Mise D. Menant of Paris,

y Jivanji Jam- .
shedji Modi. who takes a great inter-

est in the history of the

Parsees, and whose book ‘ Les

Parsis’’ is well known, while looking

into the Manuscript Notes of Anquetil

Du Perron, who had visited India

from 1755 to 1761 A.D., came across

some notes by thut traveller and

scholar, ou the subject of Akbar and

Meherji Rana. She drew my atten-

tion to them, and at my request,

kindly sent me a photograph of these

Notes, which I bave reproduced ax an

Appendix to this paper. These

Notes were an important find, hearing

out the fullowing six points, that I had

tried to prove in my previous paper :—

“1, That Ardeshir, who is spoken

of by the Dabistan, written long after

Akbar’s time, as having come to

Akbar’s Lourt, had come to India,

long after the religious discussions

were closed, and long after Akbar

had adopted the | visible forms of

Zoroastrian worship and Zoroustrian

calendar and fvstivals, and so, he hud

no hand in influencing Akbar towards

these things.

“2. hat Ardeshir had specially

come for the purpose of the dictionary,

1. Vide p. 283, above.

known as the Farhang-i:Jehungiri,

and not for the purpose of taking

part in the religious discussions at the

Court, nor for the purpose of explain-

ing to the king, the religion of Zoro-

aster.

“3. That it was the Nuosari

Parsees, who had attended the Court

of Akbar to take part in the religious

discussions, which took place there in

1576-79,

“4. That Dastur Meherji Rana

was a leading Parsee of Nuaosuri. and

thnt, as such, he headed the party

from Naosari.

“). That be explained the Zoro-

astrinn religion to king Akbar.

“6. That if King Akbar put on

sudreh and kusti (i.e., the sacred

shirt and thread), as referred to in

some of the songs, which speak of

Dastur Meherji Rana’s visit to the

Court of Akbar, there is nothing to

be wondered at, especially as he had

puton the sucred symbols of other

religions, such «as Hinduism and
o 94

Christianity .®

No. 34-D.

[ Axtriets from an Article in

“The Advocate of India,” dated

Wednesday, January 17, Iy0v.]

A belated volume of the Bombay

Guzottecr, just issued,

eo ount of deals with the population
means and of Gujarat, and gives an
Parols.

" Maho-
medans and Parsis of this part of

accunnt of the

2. Journal, B B R.A. S.,

p. 539.

Vol. XXIs
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Western India. In the first portion,

very useful information is given

about the various sects and com-

munities into which the Gujarat

Musalmans are divided. ‘The section

treating of the Khejas is particularly

interesting; and the religious tenets,

as well as the spiritual obedience to

Aga Khan of this well-known sect,

are Clearly explained, * * *

The Khojas lead to that other very

interesting race, the Parsis. Their

account is the least satisfactory part

of the volume, which may be ac-

counted for by the premature death

of Sir James Campbell’s principal

assistant in compiling it, our late

Income-Tax Collector, Mr. K. N.

Seervai. The short historical chapter

incorporates the usual information

obtained from old Anglo-Indian | tra-

vellers like Fiyer, Herbert, Ovington

and others, which has become almost

hackneyed in quotation. We niiss

notices of the early Parsis in Gujarat

by many important eye-witnesses,

whose works are not easily accessible,

but which should be foand in a work

like the present. The earliest notice

of the Parsis in Bombay, which dates

afew years after our occupation of

the island in 1671—that by Streyn-

sham Muster, Governor of Surat,

and which is moat interesting—is not

given here. The late Sir Henry

Yule published Master’s letter, for

the first time, from the records, in his

valuable edition of Hedges’ Diary

for the Haklnyt Society. After

describing the manners and customs

of the Parsis, Master says that

“they are lately come on the island,

since the English had it, and are

most of them weavers and have not

yet any place to do their devotion

in or to bury their dead.” One

strange piece of information we find

here is about Akbar. ‘“‘Akbar *ac-

cording to Portugues saccounts,”’* it

is said here, ‘‘was invested with

the sacred shirt and girdle, and ix

return fgranted the Gujarat priest

an estate near Navsari.”t This

means that the great Mahomedan

Emperor actually became a Parsi,

and was converted to that faith

according to its ceremonies. -If this

was the case, history is curiously

silent about such an important event

in Akbar’s reign.

* * * *

(*—*, These words are striking; but,

unfortunately, no particular authority is

quoted.— Tux Eprror. ]

[t-—t. This is not the proper quotation.

The original runs thus: ‘‘ Granted the

Gujarat priest Meherjee Rana, an estate at

Ghelkhart near Navsari, and his descendants

have since (4. D. 1580-1698} been the chief

priests at Navsars’’. Thus, the words

italicised by me are missing in the quotation

in the article These words are moat

important; and the quotation is mutilated,

undoubtedly with a set purpose. Presumably

the writer of the article is 8 Parsee—an

Anti— Meherjee-Rana, Nay, from the tone of

the latter part of the article { omitted here ),

in whieh an.unealled-for and unfavonrable

aecount of the Bhagarias has been given as

against the opposite sect, it is clear that the

writeris an Anti—Bhagaria, too. Most pro-

bably, heis Mr. R. P. Kakaria himself.-

Tae Epitor. }



No. 34—E.

“The Tarsi’, September

1905, page 350.

The First Dastur Meherji Rana—

A good suggestion—A large gather-

ing of the Parsis celebrated the other

day, at the Albless Bag, the anniver-

sary of Dastur Meherji Rana, the

famous High Priest of Naosari, who

was invited to the court of King

Akbar in about 157§5A.D. The

manuscript notes of Anquetil! Da

Perron, the celebrated traveller and

soholar, who visited India in the

middle of the 18th century, brought

to light in 1903 by that talented

French lady, Miss Menant, have

thrown a good deal of light upon the

historical question of the visit of

this Dastur to the court of Akbar.

He was the learned son of a learned

fether, Rana Jeshang, whose two

manuscripts, dated 1504 and 1546,

have fortunately come down to as.

In the Revayat of Kaus K&mdin,

dated 1553 A.D., heis mentioned

as a leading priest of Naosari. In

two local documents of Naosari, dated

1566 and 1570 A.D., he signs at the

head as a leader of the Parsi priests.

Ina letter from Persia brought by

Faredun Murzban in about 1570, he

is acknowledged asa leading high

priest of Naosari. By 2 document

dated 1573 A.D., be wss placed in

possession of some land for religions

purposes. When Akbar came to

Surat, encamped st Kavkra Khari

near Surat as noted in Anquetil’s
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notes and desired to know something

abouf the Parsis, whom he perheps

saw io large numbers at Surat, this

Dastur was introduced to him as the

leading and learned high priest of

the Parsis. This introduction }ed to

his being called-at the Royal Court

at Delhi in about 1578.° On his

return from there, though already

their leader, he was formally ac-

knowledged as such, by the. priests of

Naosari, by doouments, dated 1979

and 1580. Ina letter, dated 1590

A.D., addressed to the Parsis of

Div in Kathiawar by another Jearned

priest Asdin Kaka, he is referred to

as their leader. He dicd in 1591 A.D.

If the Parsis would preserve the

pious memory of so great a Dastur

we would associate ourselves with the

desire expressed by Mr. H. Gardner

of the Statuary and Granite Co. of

London in his short account of the

Persian sculpture, and say with bim,

thet ‘‘a grand pane) could be cre-

ated to immortalize the meeting of the

Mogul Emperor Akbar and the

illustrious Wastar ( High Priest )

Meherji Rana, whose name is a house-

hold word in every Parsi family,

which could decorate the wall of the

Fire Temple.” Let the Naosari

priests raise a Rupee subscription

among themselves and their friends

and send for such a panel, which

- can be placed either in the Bombay

Anjuman Fire Temple or in the

Naosari Fire Temple.
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No. 84-F.

[ Batract, being an extension of

“Cutting” No, 34—B.]

In the Dabistan-al-Mazabib, a sin-

guler work written in the time of his

grandson Dara Shikoh by a Sufi who

apparently professed Muhammada-

nism, but was at heart a Parsi ora

follower of the Dini-i-Ilahi of Akbar,

we have what purports to be a speci-

men of the disputes which were car-

tied on in the Ibadathana, but they

ave probably imaginary. For reat

accounts of them, we must go to Bada-

yuni ang Abul-/osl.* The chapters

in the “‘ Ain” (Blochmann’s tr.)

which bear on the point sre the

Ain’’ 18 of the lst book, on

*( Tiluminations,” and ‘‘ Ain”’ 77 of

the same book, on ‘‘His Majesty as

the Spiritual Guide of the People.”’ To

the latter there is a short supplement

ewfitled “Ordinances of the Vivine

Faith.” There are also two valu-

chapters on the subject, in the

[The italies are mine. This is the epinion

ef Mr. H. Beveridge, the well-known Per-

sian seholar. Contrast this with what Mr.

Kakaria ssys in his lecture. Ho ealls the

Dabisian ‘'a veritable encyclopadia of Oriental

religions,” and says: ‘‘The diseussions

Wetween the various religious and philosophical

sects were garried on with ability; and to

judge from the spesimens of them that we

have in this Dabistan, the representatives must

lave been learned men, The arguments

Wrought forward by teh Zoroastrian shew

great aeumen and knowledge; and [do not

think thet an obseure priest in a corner of

Guzarat [that is, Dastur Meherjee Rana)

eouid have been able to adduee them with

wuoh akill and dialestieal ability:” (‘‘Cutting’’

No. 2, pp. 9-16.)— The Editor. ]

third volume of the historical part

of the Akbar-Nameh. The gist of

them is Monotheiam, but, then, this

was combined with a worship of

light and fire, especially as repre-

sented by the sum which is not to be

distinguished from the religion of

the Parsis. Indeed, it was Parsis

from Navsari in Gujerat and from

Persia, who taught Akbar. Upon

this point, the interesting article on

“The Parsia at the Court of Akbar”

by Jivanji Jamshedji Mody, Bombay

Branch of the R. A. S. (1902 f )

may be consulted.

No. 34-G.

(Ectracts from‘ AKBAR, EMPEROR
or InpDI4" by Dr. Richard Von Garbe,

Rector of the University of Tubingen:

translated from the German by Lydia

G. Robinson, and reprinted from

“pk MoNIsT” of April, 1969.]

* «© «* «8 »

Akbar left no means untried to

broaden his religious outlook. From

Gujerat he summoned some Parsees,

followers of the .religion of Zarathus-

tra, and through them informed him-

self of their faith and their highly-

developed system of ethics which pla-

oes the sinful thought on the samo

level with: the sinfal word and

act: (pp. 28-29.)

* * wv *

The ethics of this relgion (Din-i

Tlabi) comprises the high moral requ-

irementa of Sufism and Parsiam:

complete toleration, equality of rights



among all men, purity in thought,

word and deed. The demand of

monogamy, too, was added later.

Priests, images and temples,— Akbar

would have none of these in his new

religion; but from the Parsees he took

the worship of the fire and of the ena,

as to him light and its heat Seemed the

the most beautiful symbol of the

divine spirit: (pp. 37-38.)

No. 34-H.

[ etret from “Stray Recollection of a

Trip te India” (1900—O1 A. C.),

by Mudame Joachim Menant (Paris),

published in the “East and West” number

of Srptember; 1916, pages 838-43. ]

NAUSARI.

Our next halting place was Nau-

sari, the “Remeof Parsceism’’, as it

is called. We were received there by

the late lamented. Jamshedji Tata, and

I must say the kind welcome we re-

ceived there was in large measure

due to him.

Once more, I open our note-book.

30th Deo.-Lunsiqui.—Arrived this

morning by an early train; station full

of priests in their white garments;

among them some of our Bombay fri-

ends who have come to spend the Xmas

holidays with their family. Mr.......*

ihe Avesta scholar, took us in his

comfortable shigram to Mr. J. Tata’s

placs in Dasturvada; but instead of

keeping us in town, Mr. Tata has

accommodated us in a charming sum-
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mer-house at Lunsiqui, close to the

beautiful park where he has built bis

modero villn. We spent the day in

a most delightful fur niete urder the

cocoa trees, mango trees, pulm trees

and tamarinds, among which the gar-

dener has smuggled some foreign

species. The whole country scema to

be fertile and to deserve the surname

of the “Garden of Gujarat” It is

commonly -said that a stone planted at

Nausari bears fruit. We-enjoyed our

afternoon nap in these shady orchards

which Anguetil Duperron has deserib-

ed as being infested with troops of

monkeys. Those mischievous animals

have vanished, thank God; bué the

charm of refreshing verdure still

subsists. Our bungalow is built after

a plan quite different from that of the

houses of Dasturvada, with their clay

walls and old-fashioned verandah. It

is preceded by an avenue of cocoa

trees, and-hidden among shrubberies

of plam trees; on the left stands.

large dining-room, in the Persian

atyle, its roof supported by light colu-

mns, It is the place where family

meets on holidays to drink toddy, one

of the attractions of Nausari. People

say it is very palatable. I have tast-

ed it at Umburgaon, and I am oblig-.

ed to confess—I hope my parsee

frieuds will excuse me—that Ido not

share Lord Rosebery’s opinion, and

am not an approeciator of toddy.

‘* Under the trees, temperature is

exquisite, and I am quite convinced

that the climate of Nausari is healthy

*[ The well-known late Aread Edaljee Kersaspjee Antia.—The Editor. ]
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and invigorating. We have taken

our evening meal with Mr. Tata and

some friends in his big pavilion, and

have come back on a lovely moonlit

night, servants holding lanterns, which

reminded us of the old regulations

of the Larsis, obiiging ladies after

sunset to be always accompanied by

torch or lanteru-bearers. Now we

go to bed in complete security and

happiness.””

The day after, early in the morn-

ing,, us for

sight-seeing. Ihave nothing to say

of Nausuri---the Mahratta town

neither of the palace of the Gaekwar,

nor of the bustle of the strects and

scarcely

friends came to fetch

local industries. I have

All our inter-

in Motafalia, the

Parsi head-quarters, the place where

vast a glance at them.

est was centred

asmall colony coming from Sanjan

settled, let us say, in the XIith cen-

tary, and found itso good, so much

like one of therr best Mazenderan

localities, known as Sari, that they

vave its name, and called the vew

place Var-surt (New Sari); at least,

this is the Parsi tradition. From that

tine, they have continued to reside

there, keeping fuithfully their social

customs and priestly organisation. It

is even said that as carly as the X11th

century, Nausari was a sort of Pursi

fief, the head of the community en-

joying considerable power; neither the

Mohammedan nor the Mahratta rule

has altered ite character. The streets

and houses have retained their arcbaic

aspect, and the stranger feels really

impressed by it. The priestly class

still continues to acknowlejige as

leader a descendant of the famous

Meherji Rauae, the learned Dastur

who explained to Bmperor Akbar

the tenets of the Zoroastrian faith.

The Head Dastur then was the res-

pected Darabji Mahtarj:{ .a real per

sonage even atthe Durbar; forh was

allowed such old-fashioned honours

as the parasol and other Orient: l

distinctions. He received us in rooms

on the groand floor of his antique

residence in Dasturvada, surrounded

by his son, his son’s young fiancee and

a bevy of young priests. According to

the usual etiquette, he garlanded us

with those delightful strings of scented

flowers, so soft aud elegant, from which

issued small gold and siver threads;

and before leaving we were bespriukled

with rose water contained in a chi-

We had met him in

the morning at a most peculiar cere-

the ‘“ Navar ’” procession,

the only part of the initiation of a

Zoroastrian priest, in which /uddins

selled gulabdan,

mony,

or unbelievers are allowed to share.
L

* This fact wae ascertained by our cluver

triend Dr. J J Modi, at the earnest request

oi wy daughter, t who, even before her voy-

age to India, hed taken a deep interust in the

question and exchonged views with Dr. Moai.

{ The Dastur died in Jannary, 967.

t | Mademoissule D. Menat, the wellknown author of ‘Les Parsig ” In ber kiut

Jetter addressed to we, duted 18-12—1896, she says that she is a friend of the Parsi commu:

nity

(2lriay) of this book.—Tur Evitor.!

This letter is printed in a Foot-note on pp. 18—14 of the Gujarath Introduction
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The young man after having aub-

umitted to the prescribed purifica-

tions and retreat, had returned to

his parent’s home, and on that very

day he was to be taken to the temple

where he had to be admitted to the

final ceremonies.

We went to his house; the guests

were already seated on long rows

of benches placed in the streets; we

were invited. to sit on a sofa in a

verandah opposite. Yards of white

cloth covered the ground on which a

host of priests, like trne Orientals,

were comfortably squatting, while

flowers, attar end pan-supari were

distributed. The scene was extreme-

ly animated; yet everything went

on beautifully, in perfect order and

with great respect for the pro-

tocol, Nota single European dross

wearred the effect; nothing reminded

us of the date nor destroyed the illu-

sion that we, modern memeahibs, were

present at a ceremony which for so

many centuries had been conducted

in these same narrow thoroughfares of

Nausaii. At last, the Dastar came,

in state, looking very grand in his

white garments, a shawl thrown over

bis shonider. The candidate, in pure

white also, issued from the inner

apartment escorted by his family.

Friendly and smiling faces were seen

peeping out from the small windows

of the neighbouring houses, ‘The

bright-coloured sdris of the ladies

threw, here and there, a bright radi-

ance on that mass of dazaling white-

ness. Then the Dastur beckoned

with great dignity the procession

to move; we obediently followed: bat,

arrived at the temple, the door was

shat upon us, poor unbeliovers |

I¢ 1s certainly one of the most atrik-

ing ceremonies which it has ever been

my good luck to witness, I let my

daughter see many others, and did

not accompany her to the libraries,

or to the compound of the Tower of

Silence, Barashnum-gsh, etc. She

was so deeply interested that she

looked absent-minded and even cross,

and did not want me st all. It is

jost so when people are reajising a

2 long-anticipated joy; so that I

took a well-earned rest in my coo!
bungalow and felt extremely happy

for her sake, and more grateful than

J can aay for the kind reception offer-

ed by such excellent and obliging

friends.

Next day, Ist of January, was

well employed, I have to note eape-

cially the art of weaving the Kusti or

sacred thread, on Mr, Tata’s oil.

It is the-chief indusiry of the women

of Nausari with that of the making

of the daroon (sacred cakes). Mrs.

Jamshedji Tata kindly explained to

us the process, while some nice-look-

ing and clever girls were working
under her guidance; then, good-

humouredly, remembering that she

also was a priest’s daughter, she sat

before the archaic loom and swiftly

set the shuttle in motion. Dear lady,

how well I remember her sweet face

and kind welcome! She gave me a

kusti, an exquisite one, so white and
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so fine! I treasure it among my

most precious souvenirs.

The purity of type of the Nauari

population is most remarkable, but

it did not surprise us. Travellers

have always spoken very highly of

the beauty of the Parsi ladies and

extolled the whiteness of their com-

plexion. We had been already im-

preessed by the sturdy appearance of

of our good villagers, contrasting

with the rather sickly air of the

Bombay Parsia. At Nausari, the

race is still more vigorons; it can

easily be explained by the fact that

the bulk of the colony belongs to the

priestly class, among which marriages

with foreigners are strictly forbidden,

bat only consanguinous unions pre-

scribed, und the custom is still fol-

lowed. We had the unique opportn-

nity of attending a social gathering

which allowed us to make compari-

sions, the distribution of prizes ut the

girla’ schools established by the ladies

of the Tata family, in Mr. Tata's

park. The pupils took their places

in the shady avenues, the gueate

round a large table loaded with books,

which I had the pleasure of banding

vonjointly with the Dastur to the

dear little ‘‘ laureates.’’ When the

list was exhausted and little pieces

of music performed, the young people

dispersed in the park, while servants

unrolled yards of cotton cloth on the

ground and disposed the lunch on

plantain leaves.

The gathering broke up at lust, a

snall group of friends only remained

and disported themselvos. Of course,

our Westren customs were totally

discarded; for my part I thoroughly

enjoyed the charming popular dance

of Gajarat, accompanied by garlds,

ao much, indeed, that I could not help

beating time and joining in the

burden. When daosk came, lamps

and torches were lighted in the

bungalow and on the verandah, and

the ladies continuod to turn round and

round, clapping hands and singing.

Meanwhile, along the avenues and

the clusters of trees, gracious forms

were moving, enveloped in the golden

light spread on the whole scene by a

glorious sunset, and late in the night

our ears were still rejoiced by far-

away and sweet strains !

No, 34-J.

[Fetracts from ‘‘Akbar—- The Great

Mogul, 1542-1605,” by Vincent A.

Smith, Al. A. (Dubl. et Oron.); M. R.

A. S.; Late of the Indian Civil Service,

** The History

of India,” “A History of Fine Art in

India and Ceylon’’, ete. (Oxford,

1917), pp. 161—65 y 478.]

author of Frarly

The discussions in the house of

worship were continued

vigorously during 1578-

9 with increasing acer-

bity, degenerating at

times into open quarrelling.

parties

Aorimonious

debates on

religion.

Two

among the Muslim doctore

formed themselvex, one leaded by

Mokbdumo-l-Mulk and the other by

Shaikh Abdun-Nabi, the Sadr-i-sudur.
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Akbar found it hard to keep the

peace, and on at least one occasion

Jost his temper. Gradually, he wss

becoming wholly estranged from the

faith of his youth, and was directing

his energies to the evolution of a

new religion, which would, he hoped,

prove tv be a synthesis of ull the war-

ring creeds and capable of uniting the

discordant elements of his vast em-

pire in one harmonious whole. The

differences between the two parties of

the Ulama, one of whom denvunced

as heretical notions declared ‘by tho

other to be the trath, confirmed Akbar

in the opinion that both parties were

in error, and that the truth must. be

sought oatside the ravge of their

brickerings. He now consulted the

adherents of other religions, Hindus,

Jains, Parsees and Christians, and

no longer cofined himself to the Vain

attempt at arbitrating between the

various Muslim Schools of thought.

As Abu-l-Fazl it, ‘The

Shahinsha’s Court became the home
of the inquirers of the ‘seven climes,”

and the assemblage of the wise of

every religion and sect.’l-

expresses

His relations at this period with

Parsees, Jnins, and Christians will

now be described in some detail.

Akbar probably found more per-

sonal satisfaction in Zo-

Zoroastrain = roastrianiam, the religion
influence .

upon Akbar. of the J’ursees, than in

any other of the numer-

ons roljgiongy examined by him so eri-

tically in bis odd, detached manner.

The e¢lose connection with Persia

always maintained by his family

und his manifest preference for

Iranian rather than Mogul (Uzheg &

Chagatai) officers predisposed him to

look witha favourable eye on the

ereed and religious philosphy of

Iran.

Tho fit of religions trenzy which

assniled Akbar at the beginning of

May 1578, was a sympton of the in-

tense interest in the claims of rival

religions which he manifested in 1578-

2? prior to the signing of the ‘ infalli-

bility’ decree in September of the

Discussion in his * par

liament of religions’ was fast and fari-

ous. About that time, probably in

the latter part of 1473, the Zoroas-

trains fuund their opportunity for

latter year.

viving rhe emperor further instruc:

tion in the mysteries of their fuith,

effect that he re-with so much was

vardcd by many aa having become a

1. A.N., iii, 366. The Author classifies

the members of the assembalage as Sulis,

philosophers, orators, jurists, Sunnis, Shias,

Brahmans, Jatis, >iuras, (cil. two kinds of

Jains), Charbaks (soil. Charvaka or Hindu

materialistic atheists), Nuzarenes (Christians),

Jews, Sabians Christians of St. John), Zoro-

astrians, and others.

The Siuras or Sowrus wore Svetambara da-

ings. Yatis are considered to be unorthodox

(Stevenson, ‘Ths Heuri of Juinism’, 1915, p.

233). Akbar dcas not yeemtc kave kpown

any Buddhist sebolars. Abu-l-Fazl met a few

Buddhi>ts at the time of his iast visit to Kash-

mir, but ‘saw none wmoug the learned’.

He observes that ‘for a long time past

nearce any trace of them bas axisted in Hin-

dustan’ (an, Vol. iii, DP. 212). The state-

ments in kK. & VD, vi, 79, and von Noer, f,

sven, that Buddhists took part iu the debates

The pussures cited really

refers to Jains. Abu I-lacl briefly dexuribes

the Charvaka or Nastika doctrine (op. eit.,

p. 2le.?

kre oor roneoqus.
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ronverth Ns is said to have

the sacred shirt and girdle which

worn

every Parsee must wear under his

clothes, just as, at alittle liter date,

he appearod in public with Hindu

sectarian marks on his forehead, and

also adapted the use of Christian

emblems.

Akbar’s prineipi] teacher in Zoroas-

train lore wag Dastur Meherji Rana® ,

a leading mobed or theolovian from

Nausari in Gujarat, then thy princi-

pal counter of the Parsee priesthood

in India,* whose asquaintance he had

made at the time of the seige of Sarat

in 1573, when the

was encimped at

imperial army

Kankra Khari.

Even at that carly date, Akbar was

so euger to learn the my-teries of

Zoroastrianism the that he extract-

ed all the information he could from

the Dautur, and persuaded him tv

in erdercome io court to continue

the discussion. It is not clear

$i. ‘The suu, the sun! thew rail at me, the

Zoroastrain’ (Tennyson, ‘Akbar’s Decam),

BJochnivnnu gays that ‘Akbar, thougha suf

in his heart, was u Parseo Ly hig rites’ (J. A.

5. B., part i, vol. sxsvii, N.S. (1808), p.

14).

2. The correct spelling is Mah yar-ji.

* ‘Nausarinum oa; it, et sedas est, quo-

whether the Dastur accompained

Akbar on his return to the capital

in 1573 or followed him lator, but

the Parsee scholar certainly took part

in the debates of 1578 and went home

ear'y in 1579,

His ominent services rendered at

court to the religion of his fathers

justly won the gratitude of his collea-

gues athome, who formally recognised

him as their head, an honourable

position which he held until his death

in 1591. lis son who succeeded him

also visited Akbar. Old Parsee pra-

yer-books of the eighteenth century

are extant which include the name of

Dastur Mcherjee Rana among the

most honoured benefactors of the

Zoroastrian faith.

Akbar rewarded him by a herita-

ble grant of 200 Bighast of land as

subsistence allowance (madadi-maash),

which ufter his death was increased

by one half in favour of bis son.

tundam hominum qui se Persas, et Jezenos

vocant, +x Jeze Persiae civitate, genere Ga-

beraci, quos Lusitani Cuarinos vocant’ (Come

mentarius, p.' 548), ¢

i lhe bigha of Akbar was a little more

than half an acre, but its exact area is not

known,

t[ Transtation—X ausari is the chie’ seat of certain people who call themselves Persians

or Jezenians, from ths twon of Joze ia Porsin; (they are) by race Gabers, whom the Portu-

guese call * Cuarinos. *

Conmentariu3 is the abbreviation used by the author for Mongolioae Legationis

Commentarius, by Father A. Monserrate, ed. Hosten, Memoirs, A. S. B., 1914.

4, N. is the abbreviation for ‘Akbarnama’ of Abu-l-FazJ, trans.

and E, & VD.

Beveridge, Chaimers,

din is the abbreviation for Ain-i-Akbari, by Abn-l-Fazl, trans. Blochmann and Jarret.

A. f D. ig tha ab oreviation for ‘The Nistory of india ag told by its own Historfans,’ by

Sir H. M. Elliot and Psafeasor John Dowson, 8 vol., 1867—77,. Tux Kpitor, }
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The deeds of grant are iu existence.

The Dastur tanght Akbar the peca-

Har terms, ordinances, rites, and

ceremonies of his creed, laying stress

above all things on the duty of rever-

encing the sun and fire. A sacred

fire, prepared according to Parsee

rules, was started accordingly in

the place and made over to the

charge of Abu-i-Fazi, who was held

responsible that it should never be

extinguished.

From the beginning of the twenty-

fifth year of the reign (Maroh 1580),

Akbar began to prostrate himself in

public both before the sun and before

‘fire, and when the lamps and candles

were lighted in the evening, the

whole court was required to rise res-

pectfully. The reverence for artifi-

cial lights thus inculoated finds ex-

pression in his recorded sayings, one

of which is: ‘To light a candle is to

commemorate the (rising of the) sun.

To whomsoever the sun seta, what

other remedy hath jie but this? *

Akbar’s devotion to the fire cult

partly explains, though it does not

justify, the passionate ferocity which

he displayed on one occasion in or

about A. D. 1603. * * © ®°

The Parsee propaganda was sup-

ported by the zeal of the Hindu
Raja Birbal, an ardent sun-worship-

per, from another point of view,

and it also fitted in well with the

practices of the Hindu ladies in the

genana who had their burnt offerings

(hom) after the Brahmanical fashion.

*Bappy Sayings,’ din, vel. tii, p. 393.

A few years later (1589), Akbar

carried further his compliance with

Parsee ritual by adopting the Per-

sian names for the months and days

and celebrating the fourteen Per-

sian festivals. Bnt he stopped with-

out ever reaching the point of defi-

nitely becoming a Zoroastrain. He

acted in the same way with regard

to Hinduism, Jainism and Christ-

ianity. He went so far in relation

to each religion that differemt people

had reasonable ground for affirming

him to be a Zoroastrian, a Hindu,

a Jain, or a Christian. f

Nevertheless, he could not bring

himself to accept frankly any one

of the four creeds, however much

he might admire certain doctrines of

each, or even practise some parts of

the ritual of all four. He always

cherished his dream of imposing on

the empire a new and improved re-

ligion of his own, which should include

the best parts of all those named be-

sides others; and, when at last he

felt his throne secure in 1582, the

only religion to which he could be

said to adhere was that of bis per-

sonal invention, the Tauhid Jlahe,

or Divine Monotheism, with himeslf

as Pope-King.}

+t Badacni, with referenee to the time

sbout 1581, goes so far as to say that ‘ His

Majesty Grmly believed in the truth of the

Christian religion’ (ii, 267). The statement

may be trae for that time when the influezee

of Aquaviva was strongly felt.

t, The leading authority for Akbar’s rela-

toine with the Parsees is the exeellent and eon-

vineing treatise by J. J. Modi, entitled The
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The Parsecs at the Court of Akbar

and Dastur Mcherjee Rana

by Jiwanji Jumshedji Modi,

Bombay, 1903, is a book deserving

§- Modi.

a

separate mention as being a fully

documented discussion of the relations

of Akbar with the Parsees. The

author refates conclusively certain

erroneous opinions advocated by

Karkaria in his paper ‘Akbar and

the Parsees’ (J. Bo. Br. R.A. S.,

1896).

Parsees at the court of Akbar and Dastur Mehrjee Rana; Bombay, 1963. The Author, who

presents many previously unpublished documents in both text and translation, proves

eonclugively that Akbar's partial conversion to Zoroastrianism was the work of the Dastur

from Nausari, begun in 1572 and coutinued to 1578-9. He deala fully with the testimony

of Badaoai (Lowe, p. 268) and other authory; refuting by an absolute demonstration the

shallow critisism of R. P. Karkariain ‘Akbar and the Parsews’ (/, Bo. Br. BR. A. S,, 1896.).

Oates ronder untenable Karkaria’s view that the Parsee lore of Akbar was obtained

from Ardeshir, a Persian scholar who was summoned to his court at Lahore. Ardeshir,

who was sent by Shah Abbas the Great, came for the sole purpose of helping Mir Jamalu-d-

din in the compilation of a dictionary of old Peraian, which appeared in 1608-9, after

Akbar’s death, under the title Parhang-l-Jahangiri, His Indian Jabour extended frow

1593 to 1597, many years after Akbar had absorbed all the Zoroastrianism which he was

inclined to accept, Modi’s conclusions are supported by ample documentary evidence.

The essay in the same volume entitled ‘ Notes of Anqueti!du Perron (1755-61) on King Akbar

and Dastur Meherji Rana adds certain material aud interesting details, For life of Mir

Jamalu-d-din sea Am, vol. J, p. 450, No. 164. He attained the rank of ‘ Commander

of 4,000’ under Jahangir. The Farhang is deseribed by Blochmannin J. A. 8. B., part

i, vol, XXXVU, A. S. (1868), pp. 12-15,65-9. Akbar took a lively interest in the work, which

occupied the Mie for thirty years. Itis of high value becanue it gives the explanation of

anesint Zoroastrain words.

1, Gther papers by Karkaria are— “The Religion of Akbar’ (As. Qu. Kev., January 1898);

‘Akbar, his religious Policy’ (Cal. Rev., January 1966); ‘The Death of Akbar,a Tereente-

nary Study’ (ibid., Qotober 1963) ; and ‘Akbar’s Tomb at Secundra (ibid., January 1868). They

are not of much valae.
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Let the Sun

Who heats our Earth to yield us grain

and fruit.

And laughs upon thy field as well as
mine,

And warms the blood of Shieh and

Sunnee

Symbol the Eternal!
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I

Once again thou flamest heavenward,

once again we xee thee rise.

Every morning is thy birthday glad-

dening human hearts and cyes,

Every morning here we greet it, bow-

ing lowly down before thee,

Thee the Godlike, thee the changeloss,

in thine ever-changing skies.

Il

Shadow-maker, shadow-slayer, arrow-

ing light from clime to clime,

Hear thy myriad laureates hail

thee monarch in their woodland

rhyme.

Warble bird, and open flower, and

men, below the dense of azure

Kneel adoring Him the Timeless, the

flame that measures Time !

1.

HSL sae BWislal dey _g” Wl
B el sae ad Gadi wr
HAVA MD. Rs UUs alg] aaaaiis

B WA Gta Wrage AB Wi
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R.
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** We have the Zend Avesta, the

sacred writings of the so-called lire-
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tions of it, far more complete and

far more correct than any that the

Emperor Akbar could have obtained

from Ardoshir, a wise Zoroastrian,

whom he invited from Kirman to

Tadia.”’-— (Science of Religion. p. 24.)

REAR SRutelelley ws ov's

maad wera] wWIe wl sl

AA a Surll yed aa ad B.

HWaN ABayugia ci agli ofle-
ya ater all seu, ma om sdar-

Al vA Riva Rah wRUR sVle
gd, th gy Raya’ a wesotedl

aula Ws AQ vd 2? wayaiz
Bem ov'g War mare gag oi-
wi Usi Hes A Vdl A WA aie
W Wa By wA DW oP Ad
( voun Agladls Raa’ veda

UAH tc) ei ad, a qu 4-
aaa AwUdl A AA WA aia
a, A Rg wate agl $2 F
ONE HA VI al GA Bai qi:

3%

wu veg dA wo S Bey wiz"

aaa wiry aiany’ any wil
aiay® afl, HAcda aie arevai

asd all. Mar Alessia evar

ALYAL g raflrid act ell, WY

APU v'g MA} RVD, Veil”

vi ysal B dell aad Pl asee
Ha 8 5 Wo eugei di R o's

UA HBx Tao adi! RA gi
Higed B 2“ eRucia Aa Hergler ”

att Rag’ yea’ se B } yearll

ASU o1Mstioy WPA Wier
gel. MAM ad WR BWBER gsW

Baud e¥ BxAa d wei RA

MARA Buedi aM W eaggui
Soy dH caardlai ag Udyy wW'eLZ’

dd HU GA HA ALG F BRorll-

ax] ua 83 ug dai Serrg’
Baiy’ afl! oe aia Bien wra,
wadl aac airll aio ask sed,

aa val aia dad yt R dae
el asx raiaall adl qaqa

WAU Sl, YQ, SA aid vagal B.

QA di eRe one lai aged - WA

WVYA Ya AVA B, Bre’
aA UA Bad «el, BW uaniell

Me BF adutal wy Adl WMA B,
AMR BAMYrlel asUX ae agi?
Aya waa AA WRg Rs sta

wa dleaid edge AA Rian Wer

agai] mug Bs aed Sue
aaaidlai as ame ( BW AR
a8 sa rman ad mh, aA R
Aare sgl 2u52 2) All aad
ALA ABV VQ AS SAA Seat
mae | algatg ree WSryueu,
AAL over AUR! tat AULRLeY

SGU MAI AQAL aaVug aaidlai



ASreprig, sVAa a oven aa Av.

wm sf otra, ai gia AR daidl-

am ae WBregwy WEy vide WHA

MA Wa seal Grae MPL! tse

Ae AP eG ae aD ayudle”
Mi sx orl WR LAD ararwetyR
YR MA ae aggadiaeddl. aol
“ eddlui aig? onan fa ee!

M13" AIRE HARV Wey ava

BRE gai, ALAA HIG Vea HAA,

aur si daged arug F ayy
Bas sHol dag Bandi wd
FRAN? APLArAd ad wa dag’
US AAA a gy Bo dw U2

Rar” sai ry PAN ase sedi’
Bal ed Bell Qeaai flsMe wa

YB AA sid Ba a Aiell sgh
erate ager wdt La etre vical,
idl iad Masi wl ws often diy

afl Sel day wa usaf
avaly sell vil ellen tay’

Be SHG GA dai ce Ad Fe,

MAA? GA ate ABTAAL
MR aia al ad. A awl aa Fal
AU BLUBA A GC UBeyaowre
AMA Wy all Wo al dag Pa
OD day Brig B. often dag
dada Aamai—aAa Co se
mi avictetioll P—olle BAe ova.

Ria Wa USA aisVUr seize.

Mal glad HM Stet GA isl Hered
Beh, = Ue A ig MBA UY

Ugada aA Sarat, Ad ual

Ulagslal aseiz sl tr aetarata
Wadhwa UgHed UWA os Gal

At otltuar Wg Aerad aA
Sasni mie BW! Rel ouorzell

4

33

cay oflanar ded flezian act f dag

AeA seoursi aa aig’ a
Ds ana WaAe gtr day sid a

aM aud duy add. wel Aefel

MAUL WY Gaya sage etl VAt

sBa BMAD geal B. Cw

‘© vrgodl Meter? y-e ) Aled ore
HA Bayer aaadiar afi wa

may SUM ora aa. wA AeA

wi A Sey’ | a. soe Dis YD.

al si agl usar Sia, aval arava

AMAA A ail ail aid <A 62, F
mA RU sy A WAU sey, a

ola Am amsaM anya ¥

wR gid “eu lov gal, Aa
cage vida ! eg? Ys mm FH

YA BAA tA B Amu AR

BALA agPl $A amirvep “ ardlar
HaUe Hig yartal way ai

Barer Awa BA m- | gr

SA My dBi ene, ata, aad,

ane Ucdei onal wd Wes yorsal

RU sey ard cu exw’ afin gy’

Bus Wie «tan May? Gia dH amet

Ani AB wir gers wR ss, cad
AYBW WAZ Cl. coy aaa ge

dled) nae HAR Yo wal died).

aig’ Ms wgivardl Avial Ba
ata Sua Zl Aon ARs Mad
AAs 43 GB Wy aftanepete

AM Ans Sree! aati ell

A at vite ed 2 UQ Gh
oy, FW egal ega’d yet

Tia Vig VWighg’ aa a B,

Mid ani Regie seas ane ga d

lay Pal cangy aHandt Ateuediel



3

eva "ui Mole Ul,* AWA w>E-

wet HRA ADD wh And 7
Gadi wiz aad B, dui d
As Usa age wa. Bad aisee

Weer fa aR -waryal

wMvar arora aM. adh at dad’
an RA Aa ada ad. Pa
Feats ctw Rael ayaa
yodi ae al B du aaandlai

ordi wwe Gragid gy ade
dla’ aid!

Aas and,

Bauw Yo seedlar,

dlo UY

mA vue
(dle ax Are ud ice? )

QIBAMALAL ALAS UMW Ycraenge

A dadlar dla.

oA vadlert mba) aa1-

UIGA,

VRB geueiy aay eB

AUR ay 2 BF is® 300
aatefl aid Gur Ryall wellRr
HNegacaai wl ai ssa B.

WA PA DBv WU ouvicl geste
ut) AR aai vgyAB. A avid
eri oat WR aedl el ai

aa AR BQ AA yuh sil
AA vA B, WA Pell Fg

war aid TD BBWAA aR a

AR ore edi wRal WRAL tat
Rehr Mi Reg ah ala xa
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Berra ay wae Qo yy.
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Bie AW gion’ BF aut

Ux Argue avani Bea
wuvel age aglaadi au Sue

wea were ouvis LA Wz" Bg".
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Ignorance was then a prevailing

fault among tho Parsis of India. ‘To

remedy this Jamasp tormed some dis-

ciples, Daral in Surat, Jamasp in

Naosari and a third in Broach idem he

taught Zend and Pahalvi.”? (Avesta

Vol. T p. 5):
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THE

RAH-E-ROSIIAN

A Mosrnty Jounrsat, Devorep ro

aarathushtrian Religion

and Philosophy.

DEALING AL80 WITH ‘THE

Sacred Usages and Social Customs

of the Parsis.

It presents abstruse subjects in a

popular form, elucidating them

by the light of modern Science

and ancient Occult

Teachings.
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WAAR WiGeioy gar,
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WUSHAR Lee.
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oA VLE.

Cate re WM wMsewR Ud iced )

eflecatet sisae Gut Guar waar

WsAQe va.

Wud Away, @eyr,
adie Yo Al ade Lee?.

AGIA Ala,

dug ao wy Al Wag’ wa
M18 AM Wel wma ag esr

Ay ereuiet ayaa sdlava ”

HAA UNY' B, wad ad we
aR HA WAL Wudauell gz Wale

MHA WRAL Vide sedi vedlell

aI AMA” os gl. WA ay-

MUR sclrayidl owe aell we
mal aie & wma g Req’ sear

aig 33S, abel ouergid atch

wat AWW AA Bisaaly WA ov,
A we. tr aucquell ave

AYRel Myra, ded WN B.

HSwUy Yo Yo wee aA

aur ele on edi, dole ai a
aude dag widl oalle Gurl
ala aa B. wa dai MAA sarc
mda Rivrm Ras As sur BF
P Glatt aided Be vq. Aa
ural URMR HA al (AE A sey
Bis AUR Always Waa ay

udaa oletf degslsad WAAL

Teanagelel Grud Al Grr.) rt-
eg unyvd di Ba BS yrva
WD WRAlRig” Wield fla w

BHell ARIA Bal sled ada 32
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Me glee sedi seer yAatar WA

Rater Fadls wenger da searai

qalR Au US, AA cde As gellar
gle ouegrta Bll ABarvell Pear ay
Aeai vieiad Bm Ver sft UF B,

A szai welll gal sear aug’

MA AWA Yvad BZ’ que a4

Ruch ouig olley su Geil Zl asi ?

ASryrayt datas, wor ge us

US avd Ad yS sa Gumaa
az ed Bids da det yRdi

My us Au Ha adi v.

ML SAL GUL Fal BUAi Wa B,

Aare Absa B. aflo aie ul
sradlan Ws aciadl yr fll Aq
BS vell Ns Bisg’ way serv sous

Qs, Wy WHA wy, seWader Te

lett ae'ch Bat? aL ARed Ulett

dousrni ( gi dg v's wWaucdig’

sy aude hay 2g ey)

lo Vadney dardicdegd wee
Gurl d sidiella’ TA wid aagqe
8X B— “Beals aovead siaceiell
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AAs die’ Gumay’, rll yr o's
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weal dqienia LA ary’, ” ga
giguaidal FV Ud My BE yr
Tail al ofl saiel yo age
aig del AHL Viddi Bai aie-
MUA Bro Ugadl WA YRevel
al yaa af oa, A Bal qe:
ar ARAL tv B. ( Pa olley Bsidj
Arig’ el. )

Al wdlui avadai weal
WAR duy RBAeti sdaai ae
MU MA etisdidlad fl da e

wz’ 3 Rd Bwuy Awa asd
a WRU oflearcl etefley BUC
Seq sSar.

Jo Yo Lywd MA Ivce Ui wa

at afar Baar y Vad aa
Sch, ddl arezdl Disa one Gur
mt diBiuda WEL er avd B.

el wt MA Radi a Rac ad
WBayrud As ual moravy avis

acl, HY Pet Wettett aval yey

MA one Feel ge yl wl al,

ddd Rasies ad wsdl. gd so

wo avec fl Rada Ws vaiedl

avd? NM yra geal enenal
ay ad:—" A a our useal
mae arf afl, du seqell 3
adldid Sava, say’ Mal nlGe sea’

B, sel (HR) aaandl, werd,

32%, Bd, Wsdearal Benaedl
aruda see WR WA Redlar
usec ari wd 2 ad. da

say AL ABenl ASA wa serrr

WAR Rar BW SrA sea wack
Ay BAYA gl.” wa Boy ‘Rar-

adel ALIAL MDIAL wRAWAd Wea

Bruvedl a wa'sui aadl ad-
Aa maa wnaal auaedl B,

Hei aul wate Seas y’dl sear

SSR WAU Ad woy'eyi Wed

dul d wA Asis wel ash yer
si RAL ou wa dal wadai
B. G1 quz® rwaud wa gal @-

MLWAL VAL weell SAL Guat Gu-
Yor wA all d wa andg’ Bea's
usa, uel ld SusB B, va.
dat aude dlgadieaet wel
(PRifl ena agefl aevacll gh

aa wad al uy URAL aren
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acl) dai avng auval adl Bd

wmrydl wad 2d edi agl, al
ua s ad usar ada a sedi

wy ae Gurir sR,

GA etdlttet Bitar oy UUNa a

ae day ad di, d ong Sue
mAlacti dt (cet BURR Rafa varie
FP er senvduad ada
WAGH ade age SHY flags ore

Holl MA Bd Sugell guid seai)
wi al BE vy aad dleaden
WRU Yaa gay a sid ale
WAV’ Male Uy’ Sasi ell, Uy

a Guhl Reg'y adi B EF aia
HSA Vicar AAs aig’ ar

ag” lave WA det gear WA

MAUNA SiS ALHRY YCLAUL Seal

gc. Asa F AS gerdl Ad
ler wRHaMad, 4A qucdie sr

yrell Titer WAZA ZRaddl Fe.

ARs waAd ad Adl wa Qa

SAUUGRAL Wd aQauld aa GU,
Day w'oraedl Wer Wet AA adel

Adla aml Wee eller wars Yo-
RUA A cased) ourgiaiel yer

LQ Vaal att Totter eaten
yortdig’ maida’ flay’, ¥ well

Wetedl Sarai Bl Basal sex
aad aa deal (della )
Hel eiGl viata GHA ofl ae,

mm Qlgddide wRAl Ae 4201

WWI Yet HH ALM VAL wala

wil Hexsi® ga, cdi ad Yall We
aaa (EVA dlgudiden wRalayua
wile bea as Ws Vidl wisiad

whoyd Bea amAyA,) del ation
afl one Year lai eedl Ae-

ad MA VRA seaig’ WA Adey

agi. al oP aad da aayel yps-
ahi aida B, Au URAMRIdG wE
Hai yn Sigal allen Maat salary

WA BW. MY oy, Waar agra Shai

glen aa Bou) asad aaa

B, wand d wa olle aol
LMR Meld AL ets req lus
MA tgs WA B.

vileg aaull Raat AA aid }
Pavud aud vileg A adi enaled

well daa euaai 8,d Ala
wa Day sSar any ad wag’ a

zal WAR MA ASdaidl Sal naw

Srl MY B ERA AN Ua
aul wan srarai AA all yaA-

Sell well 23 Rai avusel FN

saan Ae adi.

oY gadui Wai WRAL yov-

RAMI Ail aya get, a WAllay A
PHLul Mawel oamaell we averse

ad adi. AR ay wea aul

SNR HUES Weadlett H27U, ABL

alt wea UAlgudmTM wa deretefl

mid ava wd daa Unetdi ayv-
Ade WD WS SSA Seidl Wel

Geel Fin WA edgy sell udl

ofl. Bs BAR AM wi
wiadat ged, AHL aL sid as All WA
MIA aR WRUdA UG Wate
agama maid MA gad ave
Yeas. Pal F WRF auc Wa

a‘dlets WA adel Ba wea, Yq
A ad dReti mega WA Fadl
alae Agi Bia awe.

WRAL votyHi Ball atgl-

w del Misa Be “weal Nae”

WLU. AW wlE, OY4, cos WA Cao
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ANZ Yael moa B, UY vy. a.

CEU Hi AAL WD eae AlgUARIR

ANB} (Epistle IL. VIL. 5)
OA edia Wel la aug mesg

Usa” mad glgactia MA AU we
way Madi al, wa aai ma avd
AQ WRAL aac 4, dt vax
Ai2i d Riad. ofl gia Gua eafly

dlgeaaui WA) werueda arc

Hs aioudl avidl Gur wal ua

Fears WR Wedd al

Walia Sl B. WA A ayvig’ do
uo cue fl aviuvd B mB A
Ard sara Seal aa diet Aud

WIT Ba, dwg, sug Za YP auz-
MA Sash? tt yeBral vo

Ue Looe Ma Yor:t mi Udell ys:

af agian Bal B, aA weAlan

went WAAL Gal aw.

leg Bs ada F xy yl

Hall yasa B, d Wad ALMA‘ t

wdadl B, VA glgedietet WIA
Utell WAR aL aad MAG eae
YUM Wud sya s® Bo aA
wusadui a4 uweadl vovandar
PMHR Aveqr dei AS anual USini

Weieli Victdiaias YU B, F
AMAHL BRS east Senta Tididty

WHE SIA WA AAs eral Usetl get.

AQ aol Wake wana }2as
WUSIA ARagU SAU Gal WA -Us-
atl Aled Moye Wasa aa
Ae MAY ag BY cae Ut Bat

UBadL wWRAdleikdi Ws qidice

Bx Usrld” YL

ed HA GA BE azn caged

Jo wo vce mw aniadl a'euq-
22

ofl ANRra'rd aga asl Asal

AA vaaB. A vandal Whee
wu wand icse yal 1 We
Sai div 209 BW Bari
vAH 1393 fl 13¢2 fl wer BUAL

YA B, Beas 13d ag’ Aa 4g"
As agg AY Aye B wa a

avy (13¢9 Hi) Aa atar Ba

MUA, sRYE Bs vio Hi AAs
ufleg’ “ Rayaglye *% Ae ond
avy BW. »ey WAU wue ayyi

Arroflu Ul af oyvaell es Wd

wu MMat Iw aRuefl orefl Usui,

q3eis ai Hayaglue ? at “Bab

Bia? vi Wider wall aera

SVUMAMIR MAL AA AMR aw
WHA Rey gc, aul Yel wes
a3 od aa Ul aa B, (wy
Ail ay UBS Tadgdlarte tire

Sava Bey dregniai yall WW
WS B, P Wall Jaz Surell x qal.)
am aa UA Gudl ve Ws
Pedy aio wld 227 wat

VUE aza Yal aoa WA Yo Yo

ULAR ARAL CLES GVW AA WA

AMM ret val ad Arye,
dar AZ WA areny Sux AUd
Raj Aquld Gwe wal MA F
adRiaa aa add wird
ad alr Bear Ww, wel oyeyz®
elgataett wee ALA's

HUG ay sedi aa® Wd wear
aalls yuslet qroo Maen® vain
ad vd asc etefl, aan® rauqea

weg ASAE agi a rai Wei
Beal wav.

aaa Ws URvgy giiey

Reta We gd, F Pel wy
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ara WR WAAa FSA Uy

mA Aad sartlty avid aus
Ava ABrai fled ay Agata wir
GeXol AAR got WA Aa wya
SL WG, wri] VARA aefl-

Vl wad flict Arad ( Ency-

clopeedical ) ‘React? vail ef

mel agi AVN ae avenue asa

rai gai deft Ai AN ae.

sui UR AR ag Bret Buel
Uy Ll ALIAS Ge, BA OL ALVA

dlgedidal ADR AA wALgVAAeRr
PAU yd Fa“ igucia Al”
art] gel, WA wide ERaqViey 2A

mus ar Pail yaya

« Hasre” arf al, AL WA Br
WAT Ar WY glerdiaar ayaa
SUG UY Valetelt HQWMAL SAGA

MIA aasic, ald MA SAdlada

WIZ dovell Pd Avudl ws. Ue
adlai tide sids Bed JQ Radi
MIUAA Ae Rug’ MAY wad
mint ariear dtl adel] mA) yul

was SUTRA uasall auau gd,

aA aR Us} Ua Weel AR

sedlas ud Yul ag Wi, va
Glgeaietai ce AREA Reva Ug
au Vice ley GMA awaral

Udi, Pel AA UBael WA yZieall
MMe ReawAai ael waa yf.

elo Joe

mA vA.
Ca. 2S AM WULIMR Ices, )

WAVA BGR ASRwAeye ae

4¢ fl aden wel sBaici 3,

wiayeai lB aa wand servi
aA man Gull as wdlar we
Uretlt WsyWe Alo y2iBX giser
Auedt Rear HNMAAL agUAAL
Mar tat Bellare WAR AW sul

AA wore SA ge, orat%® da

DSL BAL MA loved. AWSett UA
Ae SUR WAL Rag HVA PL. gure

dae Suria HM w'Nlar RMaa® ellea
A etal RCV2a Usiahe gs2z
lea ar gus22 Slesdant wef

Ua, dy via und dU Eye arf
BsAa, Anau Bw WA dear
Aidt HAL wa Ug, Dede yeirell

WUDull AY wore sea 9.

SL ov wg cleectad |ea-
Aa Kate UG WA Bsa “Aa
yuslydi? abi aa MA, a a
Buryll Mwy Bu wird sid Ss

a2} dleeataai AQ avd Jig
Bat a“ Aatyaslude » gala
Qctiagl wad Gul xsd We.
Gv sgl wA~FyY Asa eugu a

Wort gat, AB WRyd aati
agl. emia agl garda aadg’
geal nar avid’ ward Daeg’

RAs “Dayashye” oP aia “Hayle”
Vd gs2% SIGH sAsadni B, a
Bayugue? di WABia ural
ALY HAH UI BE MMAy sl-

UMA yal Bad Nid Seas Aaa

AAU, SH Wd aaa si wt

mi aa grag Bldg’ WAU

“Dayaghus” OP yrduid d awd
dl ag A HA AAA GL. WR’
wi wot aan ul da auay’ }
BUCH HITS PR dl aii a
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MLA Sat, A aorair Raza wae
Bvt a. Yd va dy eactt-
Am wea Rayaglye d aa edt a
aul AA adder uo kel avid

garda wath waa laze srl

MAHL AVAL ALD Ara w Ulett

Yel woe avdly WA edt WA
Gd Hayuslye gia nyeflaai B. 12
“sabia” Guel SuwA qaaa"
Male sey 8 ¥ grardld aga usa-

ASA Uo Mo ora Hi MALAY GHA

selgatiani aia ga. wy Wbae

Resear er Maven |eRate
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anal B, BP anay Ssluai “Aa-
yuslue” ell ten ageiy BAA diye

adi garda aad Ad B. dag’
FI aed di mada si avg’,

Pte 1 vtey we aug’ wi ET

fl graded add So FI dl

Bl Gur aol wl ual B, FT at

WAtwredeas Wide ona wsasell UB
GAA B, HRs ea’ wg’ (4x5)

MALE 2a aq", Wy wMUa Bracke

ad Sedlas roid ava aed

Bea gase well B WA A ofl ave
a oor asa sf B.A
‘Dayaglue ? at Maeda ul 27

aA waded ssa Bdg avg’
* gfls'e gad? g’ Rayughue Ak
2 fl WA wa Radi wusai B.

mA AE MAR aoa Undt 24

B. Pt Lar harzia wy yell a

wad BE I det seat user
aval Bug daidl Reade aad

FI df asaniel aa agl } oa

goladi Adyughuzaieal Aid B.

A ual Sul wv Woy quite

Gur wid wl F WAR ( gragwle )
Ald Atul MUAY Qsly Y Ray.

walue aah dell 1st aaa seat
Uy ae MUG aMule, a}

d dleedanl waded su® aul
A lA Raa Aa WA Voie All.

mm URAL WEAR Nesereet

Anza vai yal AR A unr ai
yal aie aielA mena se, ae
ADU Wier Hake? (oa ad si
dlgatetni Ba ci) eM Wd awa
Bea oval ya ua wad real

gl lat Wet Fad wel
Adyusludial sey Bra B aA wz

Zo 48m Guadt Mgarni War Ws

yo Hak HA wt afl Bis
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wtovcdt af. wy ad at Ate
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Heit ce aarg Ad lm aleata
MLA Hugs Welett Ud SUR dar
USAiy Wi SYR awh weynze awa

afl AA aigdl dR vee Ga-
2ulde uta sl idl Bia wa qa
Utell AWAL Veta Wadd wn-

ai agl dia Ba, aaigul sigue
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dul wa leenaay weal
wad) wove wud wld wa

GAL AA ABag WA ugh xvid
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AY Ba sei aR sine a®ell aA
MUarid Mell AS BL mganAereei

NAL Suaell wa uBE so we
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wadal dels vediad Fr ech.
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gee Ba Ad URHYAZ A
WRU MA Bawaui aut ERA
ya aedlad adi WA A alas,
Udset, Blt, BA, WA AQUA
salu Rudi WA HABL ATE aR

B. MR RW eet Bier qt
Sur adyawy ai BwA uwad ad.

Seetl ageiai age Bia Susell

MAIVA ESS uo wey yi wid.
Aaidhi wediudl Bin wl ad.

WRAL dear we Yaqui age wa
PUNE Sel, YAIR Ait ai

dlerctitai sla aqua wd gigi

Wiel Get. MdsRedi ¢ WA eC Ui

seat Guat wan wB ze aarl

adel aA yl GAA Rieti
URNA MiIIEL &1 qUsHiell TE
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wr diguaaai wmuQ my du

ADA elle ovgamell wmuiey ois:
Ma ariti AQ wWYR dus Guy

wdia wad Usy’ ed’.

eure werl ad yul, vrai-
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Jur aeflvid widl B, vo Uo Yo!!e

Ma Gout al salar ake des Uaall-
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wi dad) wd ARG aag’,
qzou wi ward’ Bladiayi

AVA Bat WE UBal aAsiedt “Ra-
yuglye” wa wenrnl Gy ary
ier Rad, URES WL dail AiR
BUdH WeWwidd’ Mad AA RVs
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wal (EPA wd Wud via
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Vy ANG’ AM, ) dA wd AW URaal
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allot’ S24iRy Yo Uo 7523 MA
Bax Ui Aayaghad. avai ai,
ma Jo Ho 4326 Hi mZuAl veal

ea oid, WA laa oly’ gy
my SPX?

AYA UL) UWA Eso Uo ise
Sect MoUA UB Rat gleetari
mMiadl AA 28 aur eo ys's’ ¥
anger ordi » AL sea”
ma onarllar ? BoP aan well

WA <lecatal wren eat, Vii
Alli af sid wy wh add?

A Yall Wide Raa So wo

AEC WL AB AY, dae Usl ea
Mia VA WB} Yuri walla

eetid wien Mice oven WA Cl geaerar
Yael eellflai ya adie 2u-

a B Yo wo qurr wi aur dak
AUR avuau As sora av
mia, Pai ell weLlair Weel

auch Mle WA grswnsHi yoo,

YSZHL Yoo, SeAladHi woo, 2fluct-

Ani Ayoo, MA Dixalai Ugoo

HMIQR (kw) 1 BL A WAQ
Ag? tL MA “Hort ase? atts

UPA AL MAA Cooo hz weft will
weal aadl 64x sSai Vr Qaral
ZUooo Ma Zoooo dl anni xa

ma, 3 YP aquctl eleaciaai weai-

Riel aval seal vean® ell ayia ad.

wm A avctet eles eg:
RA Vela Sidi Wa sasaet

Sedat eugad wgsy B dad, a
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mad yours sf} ag ARIA
A Ra stroll wUz ABA sud
MPL aL wel eaght | Daa
Wetiti Weed Wl qastlt & avy
ell wa Weal adel aad Dis
Ak MA ay aan AM, ARIA
Bea subr muvdi yay 7 wz” 8
Ba qd sedei eae w2 wa
52 MAL GA, Aug a Ase wane
Malet Ad WL St adi, Sey! wai

Sad « Rayusldi? beaks
54 S21 ofl, wy Bea asa

wal Regir Del amare yaya
Guz al Rew sti wa atl a
iba Setiti dl oval eA BOR
aul aH a wai mA ae ewe

Uetelt AGRI Uo Ho ANSe HLA

gab we yay, au® amviiel

Mey oA all gs Llaidiv

AR ANAL ssn wa ad vy Arg
Hall aiaaias edi.

gy milly veal degerdlall gt

Qa HAAR Gil ast Barrell,
WIGS VW WA Whey Sai, WAL

aed EUMIM Ya | gad wea
riley AMiql Birra dard AL

(Pel YRYA Agar GR soir
e@iigad vee wa dad) trad

SU wd Besar sLlA oad WA,

cit AAeAL hated MAR’ MAHAL
amaa dui ad ey) HA “WR
ai vat GA tel WA mae Ant
AI BAL Eat Al,

Swe YP AML solani AU

MUL BAA VATU ayA WN,
my dh Y wash you el du

af gh. ah MA F are Mawr
AD ou Adi HTL exaueud
wT ULB. AML SIG cdl wRey
HMA Arona ade Aare bus
wa dad Sao sed ay ys B
Maw AVA yD adlora wi
mai Baad woudl sf aa
vQLam,

aarrt Aas,
BS. sr4ey. Gua,

lo LUO

mA vue,
Cat WA BWIA UA rece )

asa Alewar ele,
ee

SUH, D2y-Yeee,
MRL AGIAL BiB,

GR sAdlaa, waxAygl, 2A
Hara yl (Scholarly Judici-
ous and moderate ) YBa wie

yar IR wR reilaiy AR -
ray Bd WA cet UA BL AL:
Rew dada wy ade eva.
ani ad ys B dai aa, dea
af ch aren aii Ae me d.
MA Fears (Algae) at Par F wd
MWA Bad GRAD ALR‘

want AWA BllsaUAl sid Yay
Hat WAL ell,

BUY VBA aRqur At aye

Md Hetldl Wud B, ar
AMA 1a Ul Sucell Arar

asl dag By B } (an
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vail) Feels ul auovier Uy

Usaalg’ dane 4a Garq’ aid Og.

Asa’ Wa wy dat watery
(sd) ad Ba ai ytl weal

BH MA? Sani S (awa weadiedt
wn) so ws“ e” walla

MEM AA HY All BLANK
weal WAR Ws ager Sel ws
Ney aera ua Gadt aig’ ate

ad’, MA r>gie Wella sin WAL

Rays alg ect $ Ud weal wavll

ase aa usd wa Ray Fd
wala Rend FP aA ald sider

mgd adt Ba

e Paar alaay,

Aa, Ra. Alex.

cle S0-—HA QuyL sla Rim

air B.

dlo U4

AN ov H>NE,

(dlo 2% WWSrwze Ud rcec)

sueez REseaxAr = 2refluia,.

wrdld, 2U-¢-Lcee
Adar Alger,

aaa cio 14 Al Wan sia

MD WA A waa “scl? ad
Suse Ulteti WX amin waste

PAL PAYA ovata WE XBR AL-

eal MAYA Anal wa wel add

AAq Wael WARa aa yreor'al

ead al Bsa var Acar sil

Wg’ al, sive Fa wd rudd

Qs WRRdl aur Ye B, YR

misAaA Bi ong AAA wear

ch sity Huda (sina) all, ove

UBaal wourig’ dg’ Teg’ aad

ayy GU 2Ubd vq AA waar

BE aq Ua Gaaed Rat w-

aiai yor Ber B Pa Gel ww

eude wy Gar wel as agl wa

deat Surly GQ aia aleur
HU Sciam Bar az x ail.

ae Mama yo A aR aga
* Rawaghude dl asa seenwBai

Hud Bar ga | PB ayy suney-

We sua, mM ES YE Marc ougid’
Se . .

Aq ata aa Aig’ gl ed Ba

MA ws as B. dligenayi aia

WARA WZ Max ug” @s Ry WA
A evita ue al Braued,

Aidt Ula edt AV a-

MMdig AMR wl aU Yaka Ud

usa’, UR Ys usaal dar

a] HA Hai AMA UR

afl adler yrarai aud edi.

(MRR di) Ye AaAKAL WuQed

vradl Hgveal Year AA YR

YR Aug sid GRA andi «afl, WA

Wa By Aldie weuaig’ StH A

usah udlawa wy wel ysarai
amity’ B. RA | Ay as BF

Anal adai Rarol cage ea }
MRL UBadl ya wd ava sat.

(Understood Pahalvi thorough-

ly) PAL eAGRL AWetet WS Weta
YuUrAl Wa ga de gr ay’, Ba

ck gna AA aA Yq HR
wa arcdi Veaue Eadl wmAai

wre WA dels ad Rai yq-
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WARaiy aR sa wA B;
wma Ay Aad dlgrataal rsa

eudtl Midelal well’ ata a

avd UA ex UA Eadl wag’

Big WAL AA dv Alana gua
WB, AQ AC esa Disy ernai
miu dt) Deu tag. yetinell ayaa:
VW SAGR Bia YA yada

Gace Ma B, dag Yd wy uve

lg’ ait sul awed sed ?

Rai oat sea AQ ev uz’

FRU BW deta uwadl Sucre
ASlad Wiad ( UleMty WHA) A oy-

Ral wet slat alley vad)
ais Dd uyorl asd ed.

auf “Read” Hi Uy sit WEL
By yretcAtellay vei” oeled

aig’ afl, uy soll avd dui
HY USdal WUALAL WAAL SP
Qi B. (e42tt Sacred Books of the
East VOL. XXXVII P. 419)

MA ADA afl aie Us Setetett Leattet

SUPA UAAU Leu, UO WAL B,

Wu sSuni Was F away

Vo Mo WR HL Kaela aad
grated ara gi, vais da qu

yadl sSarni wad ed. wo Raya

aul Bratell ad aa’ aa’ di well
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(The Times of India, 2nd Jan. 1885.)

THE PARSEE RELIGION.

‘*Tt waa a most novel and in-

teresting spectucle which was wit-

neased the other day when un in-

telligent and cultivated member of

the Parsee priesthood stood in the

ceatre of the Town Hall expounding

with ease the mysteries of one of

the oldest, if pot the oldest of the

religious systems of the world, the

followers of which fill no insignificant

place in the life of the

Community, That it should he possi-

ble for a member of the much-abnsed

Bombay

Parsee Priesthood to stand up in his

place to vindioate his faith in the very

Hall in which it has been previously

assailed by Christian Missionaries,

is indeed a very good sign of the

times, and marks an era in the grow-

ing popular appreciation of the Parsee

Religion. But while candidly offer-

ing to the Jeoturer a bumble tribute

of praise to his scholarly and popular

treatment of his subject, I cannot

but teke exception to some of the

views which be has advanced and

which if corroet, cannot but throw

discredit upon the Religion of the

Parsees. The views referred: to are

such as can hardly harmonize with

the science and philosophy of the

present cra. The lecturer would

have exerciaed sound judgment and

discretion if he had seen bis way to

omit from his lecture certuin spurious

dogmas by which his veryclever essay”

is eomewhat disfigured, such as the

doctrines of resurrection, of the

abode of the soul in this world for 3.

days after its separation from the body,

of purgatory, and others which are so

very repugoant to the spirit of thia

age of reason. Theso doctrines and;

others of a kindred nature have been
foisted upon Zoroastrianism by com-

mentators who flourished in the ages

which anoceeded that of Zoroaster,

and the fact—a point which the

lecturer has strongly emphasized-that

these doctrines present analogies to.

similar doctrines in other religions,

far from tending to exalt the Parsee

religion, only goes to detract from.

its beauty. I can scarcely find fault

with Mr........sseeee.-for these faulty

expositions of Zoroastrianism, because

so far back as 500 years before

the commencement of the Christian

era and indeed far earlier than that

date— Zoroastrianism was a sealed

book even to its own votaries as is

the case to some extent even at the

present day. Zoroastrianism, unlike

other religions, is anij.« iu its origin

aud development. It is only a few

decades since the language of the

Gathas, the oldest of the Parsee

Scriptures began to be partially

understood and the acquaintance of

many of the European Suvants with

the Zoroastrian religion is based—as

appears from their translations of the

text— largely upon the Pehlvi, San-

skrit, Pazand, and other works whioh

gounder the name of Parsi scrip-

tures, but almost all of which contain
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such an enormous admixture of spu-

tious matter that the Parsee religion,

as professed by the generality af the

community and as interpreted by the

Savanis of Europe, beara in several

important points ag Jittle resemblance

to true Zoroastrianism as things

unnatural bear to the natural. No

wonder then that Kant, the great

German Philosopher, could not die-

cover the slightest trace of philos-

ophical ideas in the Zoroastrian

religion, and no wonder that the

rising generation of atadents of

Parsee religion should now take upon

trost anything that emanates from

the Oriental scholars of the West;

and this view of mine receives copfir-

mation from the opinion of Dr. Haug

that ‘‘ European authority is apt to

be treated with too mach deference

-by the Oriental mind.”

Youre &c.

H. N. LORD.

January l4th.
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