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PREFACE.

The 150th anniversary of the landing of Thomas
Parry, free merchant, at Madras in 1788, affords a
suitable excuse, if excuse were needed, for the present-
ation of some account of his 36 years residence in that
city, during which he founded the firm which is now
Messrs, Parry & Co., Ltd.

Parry’s residence in Madras covered ‘the years
1788 to 1824, during which long period he only left
the Presidency, to visit Ceylon, on one or two occasions;
and he never returned to England, dying in harness,
of cholera, at Porto-Nove in his 56th year.

These were kaleidoscopic years in Madras, and
it is doubtful whether any period of 36 years in the
history of the Presidency has been productive of
greater or more far-reaching changes.

When Parry landed, the Presidency and the City
of Madras were practically synonymous; when he died
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in 1824, the Presidency had been extended to its
present limits—a territory of 142,000 square miles
with a vast population. )

In 1788 the land revenues of the Madras Gov-
ernment amounted to a few thousand pounds; by 1824
they approached £4,000,000 per annum,

On his arrival in 1788, Parry can hardly have
discerned from amongst the writers and merchants of
the East India Company the seeds of the fine services
which had begun to take such firm roots by the time
he died.

Up to the end of the 18th century the law was
administered in Madras by men altogether untrained
in the legal profession; Parry himself was called upon
in his early days to act as examiner to the Mayor’s
Court, and later as Judge of Small Causes. By 1824
the Supreme Court of Judicature at Madras had nearly
a quarter of a century of history behind it.

In 1788 there was no possibility of a change of
air from Madras during the hot weather. Even
Pondicherry, which later became a fashionable sea-
side resort, was in hostile French hands. By 1824,
not only Pondicherry, but the whole of the Mysore
plateau, was available, and the Nilgiri Hills had

recently been “discovered.”
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In Parry’s early days the French ‘influence in
South India, and on the high seas, was considerable;
by 1824 it was of no account.

The difficulties with which the business com-
munity, particularly the free merchants, had to
contend during the first 25 years of Parry’s stay in
Madras were tremendous. The 3rd and 4th Mysore
Wars and the Maratha Wars, coupled with gross mis-
government in the Carnatie, disturbed business in the
interior; and from 1793 until 1815 the wars on the
continent of Europe seriously affected foreign trade.
In addition, the East India Company held a monopoly
of the trade to and from England until as late as 1813,
and even after that date they continued to compete
with private enterprise.

Parry lived through what were perhaps the worst
years of famine and depression Madras has ever
known, 1806 and 1807; and, in conditions such as
these, it is not surprising that he made and lost several
fortunes,

He fell foul of the authorities at Fort St. George
on two occasions at least, and one way or another he
was, in his own words, “tolerably well buffetted about
by that jade Fortune”, to which he added with feeling,
“what a Bitch she is.”
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He has left a delightful self-portrait in his file of
private letters written during the years 1806-1809,
These letters start in January 1806 with reference to
the Battle of Trafalgar, news of which had just reached
Madras four months after the event; and they conclude
‘with Parry’s comments on the mutiny of the officers
of the Madras Army which occurred in 1809.

Other interesting references are to the Sepoy
Mutiny at Vellore, to a cyclone in Madras, to his own
banishment in 1809, and to various important person-
ages then in the public eye, such as Nelson, Wellington,
Pitt and Fox; besides giving a general impression of
Jocal politics and of the business methods of the times.

These letters are preserved in a large leather
bound book into which they were transcribed in pen
and ink before despatch each day. Some of the
“writers” who carried out this work were Portuguese,
but some were poorly educated Indians, and there are
some curious errors which are clearly due to an attempt
on the part of the transcriber to copy exactly the outline
of a word which he himself could not read and did not
understand.

The account which follows has been compiled from
these letter books, and also from ledgers and other
records in the possession of Messrs. Parry & Co., Ltd.,
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Madras; also from paper: in the Madras Record Office,
the British Museum, the India Office, and St. Mary’s
Church, Fort St. George. Love’s Vestiges of Old
Madras and various histories of India have also been
freely consulted,

When compiling the record of Parry’s life, it was
soon found that the material available for the years
covered by Parry’s letters was considerably more
detailed than for the rest of his life in Madras. The
method adopted has therefore been to split the work
up into two Parts, and to reproduce in Part II extracts
from some of those letters which have not been used
in Part L.

Part I therefore records Parry’s Life, and Part II
his Letters.

I am greatly indebted to Mr. G. E. Walker,
Barrister-at-Law, for his help in preparing the account
of Parry’s connection with the Carnatic Debts scandal,
and for correcting and revising my proofs; also to
Mr. C. Mainprice, of Messrs. Parry & Co., Ltd., for
much patient research work.

I am also much indebted to Mr. Robert Owen,
F.R.Hist.S., of the Council of the Powysland Club,
Welshpool, and to Mr. A. Stanley Davies, Hon.
Secretary of the Friends of the Powysland Museum, for
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their courtesy in furnishing me with information
regarding the history of the Parry family, and their
connection with Leighton Hall.

G. H. Hobgcson.
Madras,

October, 1938.
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1768-1787

This is the story of a young Welshman, Thomas
Parry, who sailed for Madras in 1787 at the age of
nineteen, and there founded a firm of Public Agents
or Merchant Bankers, which still exists in that city
and throughout Southern India under the name of
Parry & Co., Ltd.

The pages which follow tell of his fortunes (he
made several), and of his misfortunes; of his successes
and his failures; of his health and his sickness; of his
life—and, finally, of his death after 36 years’ continu-
ous residence in Madras,

In the main, this volume is a record of those
36 years, but Parry was nineteen when he left England,
and it is first necessary to record the little that is known

of his early years.
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In 1768, when the peruke makers of England

petitioned His Majesty King

His Origin George I1I “complaining bitterly

of the growing custom of gentle-

men wearing their own hair, employing foreigners to

dress it” with pomatum, lavender water and powder,

a happy event occurred at Leighton Hall, in the parish
of Trelystan, near Welshpool, Montgomeryshire.

Welshpool is, and was then, a market-town of

some importance situated in the upper Severn valley,

and only a few miles from the English-Welsh border.
Leighton Hall was situated about a mile to the

east of the town, and was, in 1768, the ancestral home
of the Parrys, and it so remained until 1839 when the
property was sold. The Hall still exists, but was
rebuilt in 1850,

Edward Parry was, in 1768, the head of the
family at Leighton Hall, and is referred to in a list of
“purgess of Welshpool, 1773,” as “ffarmer, an here-
ditary burgess sworn”, a dignity which the family held
until this hereditary title was abolished under the 1835
Municipal Act.

The Parrys were an ancient Welsh family who
traced their descent, through Elystan Glodrudd, the
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10th century King of Powys', from the original rulers
of Powys in the 6th century. Edward Parry of
Leighton Hall was, therefore, obviously the local
squire,

The happy event referred to was the birth of a
seventh child, and third son, to Edward Parry, by Ann,
his wife. This child was later christened Thomas, and
is the subject of this record.

At the time of Thomas Parry’s birth, Edward and
Ann Parry’s family consisted of four daughters aged
20, 16, 14 and 9, followed by two sons aged 6 and 4;
and the family was completed three years later by the
addition of a fourth son. v

The following details of Thomas Parry’s brothers
and sisters are extracted from Montgomeryshire
Worthies in the Montgomery Collections:—

1. Mary Parry. Born, 15th April, 1748; married,

7th February, 1780, at Trelystan, Henry
Owen, of Pool (Hereditary Burgess, 1794).
She died leaving three children.

2. Jane Parry. Born, 16th April, 1752; married,

1st June, 1772, at Trelystan, William Bryan
of Forden; and died 16th February, 1846,

aged 86, leaving one son and two daughters,

1 Powys, Powis, or Powysland, was that part of eastern Wales
now forming the counties of Montgomeryshire and Radnorshire.

—_—
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[

. Ann Parry. Born, 27th March, 1754; married
16th October, 1771, at Trelystan, Thomas
Pugh, of Whitehouse. She died March 1st,
1840, aged 86, leaving sixteen children.!

. Elizabeth Parry. Born, 1759; married her
cousin Gilbert Ross, of Llanerchydol. She
died on the 16th August, 1825, aged 66,
without issue.

. Edward Parry. Bom, 1762; died, 25th Febru-
ary, 1825, aged 62, unmarried.

>

cn

=4

. John Parry. Baptised at Trelystan, 8th April,
1764; married and had four children. He
predeceased Thomas Parry and therefore died
as a comparatively young man.

7. THOMAS PARRY. Born, 1768; died in India,
of cholera, in 1824, aged 56, after 36 years’
residence in Madras.

8. David Parry. Born, 1771; died, 1856, aged 85,

unmarried,

There is no record of Thomas Parry’s early years,
beyond the fact that he lost his

His Youth father when he was five years

old. But his mother was still

living at Leighton Hall as late as 1810, when she must

1 Two, at least, of these children later joined Thomas Parry in
Madras as junior partners, and his firm was known as Messrs. Parry
& Pugh from 1809 to 1812, and as Messrs. Parry, Pugh & Breithaupt
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have been over 80, so there is every reason to suppose
he was well brought up and adequately educated.

Whether he went to a public school is not known,
but as he sailed for India in his nineteenth year it is
reasonably certain he had no university education.

There was, however, almost certainly a gap of a
year or so between the time he left school—perhaps in
1786—and his sailing for India towards the end of the
following year. If so, it is more than likely he filled
in that time as apprentice in some business house, but
this is purely conjecture.

As, therefore, we cannot follow Parry through his
childhood and school-days, we must rest content with
a brief historical survey of the years between his birth
and his departure for India.

The year 1768, when Thomas Parry was born,

' was the eighth year of the sixty
Contemporary

History years’ reign of George III, when

England was, for the time being,
at peace with the world. But Parry was only five years
old when the “Boston tea.party” took place, and two

from 1813 to 1818 inclusive. The Pugh family was, in fact, represented
amongst the partners of Parry & Co. practically without a break from
1806 until 1862, when John Pugh, a grandson of Ann Parry, retired,
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years later England had entered the War of American
Independence which finally lost her America in 1783.
Parry was then fifteen.

During those ten fateful years England had been
at war, not only with her American Colonists, but with
France, who was supreme at sea, and with Spain and
Holland, to say nothing of Haidar Ali.

Lord North had been prime minister of England
until his ministry fell in 1782, when George III’s
supremacy over parliament also ended. William Pitt
the younger then starled his seventeen years’ ministry,
and ‘in 1784 he introduced and passed his India Act.
This Act was of importance, as it set up, for the first
time, the dual control of England’s Indian possessions
by the East India Company and parliament; a system
which continued until the Government of India came
under the Crown in 1858.
| By 1787, when Parry was 19, England was once
more at peace. She had lost her American colonies,
and George Washington became the first President of
the United States of America two years later. During
1788 the first British colony was established at Botany
Bay in Australia, and, to anticipate a little further,
the French Revolution broke out in 1789, the Bastille
falling on the 14th July of that year. This also was the
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year in which the Mutiny on the Bounty occurred, an
episode which is of interest in this narrative, for in
1807 Parry obtained a letter of introduction for one
of his Captains to the Governor of Botany Bay, who
was then the famous Captain Bligh of the Bounty.

When Parry sailed for India in 1787, that country
was very much in the news. Warren Hastings had
resigned the Governor-Generalship in 1785, and,
towards the end of 1788, had begun to face his long
impeachment before the House of Lords, Lord
Cornwallis having succeeded him as Governor-General.

With this brief historical background, we may now
pick up the threads once more and follow Thomas
Parry on his journey to Madras,

When 1787 came, Parry was 19 years old, and

the decision was taken to send

Sails for Madras him out to India, He was con-
nected with Madras through his

cousin and brother-in-law, Gilbert Ross, who had
married Parry’s fourth sister, Elizabeth. Members of
the Ross family had served in Madras for many years,
and a Colonel Patrick Ross was, in 1787, Chief
Engineer at Fort St. George, and was then in process of
extending the fortifications there, Gilbert Ross had
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never been to Madras himself, but he was senior
partner of Messrs. Ross & Burgie, a city firm of Fast
India Merchants with offices in Mark Lane, and it was
no doubt owing to his influence that Parry sailed for
India. A George Parry then in the civil service at
Madras may also have been a relative.

According to tradition, he sailed in an East
Indiaman as supercargo, an officer of rather greater
importance than the modern purser; but it has not
heen possible to verify this. . However that may be,
Parry no doubt sailed with high hopes—for had not
the famous Paul Benfield only recently returned from
Madras fabulously rich, and was not England then full
of retired “Nabobs™?

Journeys to India in those days were normally
not without fighting risks, and Parry was fortunate in
sailing at a time when England was at peace. She
had, as we have seen, only recently emerged from a
particularly black period, during which she had been
at war with France, Spain, Holland, and the American
Colonies, besides the Marathas and Haidar Ali. And
she was by no means supreme at sea.

There are several contemporary accounts of a
journey out to Madras in an East Indiaman at about
that time, one of the most interesting being that of
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‘Thomas Twining, a civil servant who sailed from Deal,
the usual port of embarkation for passengers, on the
26th April, 1792, and landed at Madras on the lst
August of that year—a very quick passage in those
days.

Twining tells us that, on boarding his East India-
man off Deal, he was conducted to his cabin down a
ladder “to the lower or gun deck, not far from the
stern.” The porthole being shut owing to the heavy
sea that was running, he could hardly see across the
cabin, nor could he stand without laying hold of some
fixed object, and the stench of the close suffocating air
was terrible,

The cabin, in which were seven bunks, was six
feet wide; and the journey to Madras “through the hot
climate of the tropics and the rough seas of the Cape
of Good Hope, when, the port and scuttle being closed
for many successive days and nights, there was no air
nor ray of light” must have been indescribably un-
pleasant. Small wonder, perhaps, that of the seven
youths who shared the cabin, Twining was the only one
who saw England again.

Fares to Madras varied from £70 to £250
according to the rank of the person concerned and

the accommodation provided, and as Parry was
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certainly not senior to Twining, we may safely assume
he was not made more comfortable in 1788 than
Twining was four years later.

His journey out probably took him upwards of
five or six months; it could have hardly been less, for
when, eighteen years later, the Home fleet left Deal
on the 4th March and arrived off Madras on the 27th

June, Parry referred to it as “an astonishing passage.”

Fort St. George must have been a welcome sight
to passengers who had travelled
Lands at Madras  out in such conditions, and Parry
was probably no exception. The
following is a contemporary description of Madras,
as seen from the sea:—
“The approach to Madras from the sea is very
striking with the low flat sandy shores extending to
the north and south, and the small hills that are
seen inland; the whole exhibiting an appearance
of barrenness, which is much improved on closer
inspection.
The beach seems alive with the crowds that
cover it. The public offices and store houses erected
near to the beach are fine buildings, with colonnades
to the upper stories, supported on arched bases,
covered with the beautiful shell mortar of Madras
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-—hard, smooth, and polished. Within a few yards
of the sea, the fortifications of Fort St. George
present an interesting appearance, and at a distance
minarets and pagodas are seen mixed with trees
and gardens.

With all these external advantages it would be
difficult to find a worse place for a capital than
Madras, situated as it is on the margin of a coast
where runs a rapid current, and against which a
tremendous surf hreaks even in the mildest

weather.”

13

There is some justification for this unflattering

description of Madras, but when Francis Day and
Andrew Cogan founded the settlement in 1639 it was
Hobson’s Choice for them, and they had to choose a
site which nobody else could conceivably want.

Parry’s ship having anchored in Madras roads,

of the old masula boats.
A contemporary description of such a landing

reads:—

“The boats used for crossing the surf are large
and light, and made of very thin planks, sewed
together with straw in the seams instead of caulking,
which it is supposed would render them too stiff;

the great object being to have them us flexible as

there followed the exciting, and often dangerous, ex-
perience of landing through the treacherous surf in one
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possible, to yield to the waves like leather,

When within the influence of the surf, the
coxswain stands up, and beats time with great
agitation with his voice and foot, while the rowers
work their oars backwards, until overtaken by a
strong surf curling up, which sweeps along with
a frightful violence. Every oar is then plied
forward with the utmost vigour to prevent the wave
from taking the boat back as it recedes; until at
length by a few successive surfs, the boat is dashed
high and dry on the beach.”

All landings of both passengers and cargoes in
those days were made opposite the Sea Gate of Fort
St. George; the sea at that period breaking quite close
to the fortifications, It bas now receded several
hundreds of yards, owing to the sand accretions caused
by the southern arm of the modern Madras Harbour,
a mile or more to the northward.

Twining records that, on landing at Fort St.
George in 1792, four years after Parry, he “walked to
the Water Gate not more than 50 yards from the
sea.”

Parry was no doubt met by friends when he
landed, and so possibly escaped the fate of the
complete stranger to Madras, who, on landing, was
“immediately surrounded by hundreds of dobashies,
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and servants of all kinds pushing for employment.
These dobashies undertake to interpret, buy all that is
wanted, provide servants, tradesmen, palanquins, and
to transact whatever business a stranger requires”.

And so, for the present, we will leave Parry to
settle into his lodgings in the Fort whilst we digress
in order to make a rapid survey of the Madras
Presidency of those days.

In 1788 the Madras Presidency, except for the
recently ceded Northern Circars,

Madras Presidency .
in 1788 consisted of Fort St. George and
a small strip of territory sur-
rounding it only a few miles in extent. The East India
Company had no sovereign powers in the South outside
that small area, though the Nawab of the Carnatic and
sundry minor Rajahs were in fact little more than
vassals, so that the Company’s influence throughout the
south of the peninsula was, even at that date, con-
siderable. Mpysore, Hyderabad, and the Marathas,

however, were still strong and troublesome neighbours.

The settlement was then about 150 years old, and
the population of Madras was
Population 300,000,' of whom only a few
thousand, including the Army,

1Tt is now about 700,000,
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were British—the rest being Dutch, French, Portuguese,
Armenians and the natives of the country. The local

Mohamedans were called Moors, the Telugus Gentoos,
and the Tamils Malabars.

The majority of the European residents were in
the service of the East India Company, but a large
number were non-covenanted, and the registers of the
time show how varied were the occupations of some
of these latter.

A few descriptions may be quoted from the

“Qccupation” column of a contemporary register.

Bricklayer; jew merchant; makes vinegar for
Mr. Hall; ladies hairdresser; pork butcher; postillion;
punch house keeper; horse breaker; coachman to the
Nabob; organist; superior catholic priest; keeps a
coffee house; portrait painter; gentleman; master of
ceremonies; comedian; gardener; writes letters for
black people; captain of a country vessel; no employ
(in gaol).

In the 1791 “register of Europeans not in the
service of the Honourable Company” there are 202
names, of which 128 were of persons residing in

Madras without permission.
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Many of the Europeans lived, and the large
majority of them worked, in
Garden Houses  Fort St. George, though many of
the more wealthy owned “garden
houses” on Choultry plain, in which they lived when
the Mysorean and Maratha cavalry were not in the
neighbourhood, and from which they came in every
day to their work in the Fort by palanquin or by
phaeton and pair. Choultry plain was that area lying
between the Triplicane-San Thome road on the east
and the Long Tank on the west, and included the vil-
lages of Egmore, Nungambaukam, Teynampet and
Royapettah.
A contemporary account reads:—
“Madras differs in appearance considerably
from Calcutta, having no European town, except a
few houses in the Fort, the settlers residing entirely
in their garden houses; repairing to the Fort in
the morning for the transaction of business; and
returning in the afternoon.”

In 1780 Innes Munro' wrote of these garden

houses:-—
“Every gentleman of note has a house upon
Choultry plain, which from being formerly a sandy
desert, is now become a most beautiful retreat. I

1 A lieutenant ‘i;x"_the 73rd Highlanders.
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suppose there are not less than five or six hundred
garden houses scattered upon these grounds, all with-
in a circle of six or seven miles from the garrison, nor
is it easy to determine which of them is the hand-
somest. The houses are most of them two stories’
high, and appear as if supported upon elegant
pillars of various orders, The apartments are
generally upstairs, and on one floor, those below
being used as cellars, kitchens, etc. Piazzas are
constructed all round the house, both above and
below, which keeps. it extremely cool and pleasant
the whole day long.”’
Thomas Twining, writing of 1794, says:i—
“Here, {on Choultry plain) the more respectable
part of the European population resided . . . Their
houses I thought very handsome . . . They seldom
exceeded one storey in height, and often had the
ground floor alone.  Their flat roofs, surrounded
by a light colonnade, and the beautiful shining
plaster? which covered the lofty pillars of the
spacious verandahs, gave to these elegant villas
a delightful appearance.”
The rent of a large house in the Fort at that time was

Rs. 750 a month, and Rs. 240 was asked for a small
house in which “two captains, but not more, might find

accommodation.” It was not, therefore, surprising

1ie., ground floor and one storey,
2 Now a lost art.
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that houses should be built on the surrounding plain
as soon as the success of British arms had made it
reasonably safe to do so. Nevertheless, Munro’s
estimate of between 500 and 600 garden houses in
1780 is almost certainly an over-statement, and Twining
was probably nearer the mark when he wrote that in
1794 “‘these villas, formerly very limited both as to
number and convenience, now amounted to more than
200, remarkable for their beauty and taste.”

Postal arrangements when Parry arrived were

poor and expensive, The mail

Postal Service from Madras took nineteen days

to reach Calcutta, seventeen
days to Bombay, and four to five months to England,
the latter post leaving Madras only when a fleet left
for England, sometimes only once a year, and seldom
more than twice.

The post for Calcutta and Bombay left Madras
once a week, the postage on a letter weighing
21/ tolas' being Re. 1.1.0 to Calcutta and Re. 1 to
Bombay; the post to Bombay was described as passing
through “so large a tract of unexplored and foreign
territory”, 1i.e.,, the Nizam’s Dominions and the
Maratha country.

1A tola is now the weight of a Rupee piece, but was then
slightly lesa.
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In 1797 a great improvement was brought about
by the introduction of an overland post to England via
Basra and Alleppo, which left Bombay regularly each
week. Postage was paid on delivery, and the fee pay-
able on a letter weighing one tola was 7 pagodas—or
about Rs. 25.

Madras had, since 1785, had its own newspaper,
a weekly publication called the Madras Courier, of

which more anon.

Fort St. George had been recently enlarged, and
was, when Parry landed, sub-

Fort St. George  stantially as it is to-day. Many

of the present buildings, how-

ever, were not then built, and Twining recalls that when
he passed through the Sea Gate in 1794, he came on
a large open space which is certainly not there now.
The ground round the Fort was free of all buildings
for many hundreds of yards in all directions, and
there were then no buildings between the Esplanade
and the Fort. There was no road in front of the Fort—
that is to say between it and the sea~—and the only
way from Chepauk Palace to the Fort was by boat
across the Cooum, or, of course, by road past Govern-
ment House and then over the Triplicane Bridge, on
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the site of the existing Willingdon Bridge. There was

also no direct road from the Fort to San Thome along

the line of the present wide Marina,

The trade of the Port was considerable, for 944

vessels entered the roads during

Shipping the twelve months ending the

23rd November, 1797. Of these,

191 were three-masted ships, of which 44 belonged to
the East India Company.

Europeans resident in Madras used various forms
of horse vehicles, of which the
phaeton, and a special kind of

Transport ;
local chariot, appear to have

been the most popular.

For the journey to the Fort every morning from
their garden houses on Choultry plain, however, the
palanquin' seems to have been more generally used.
This form of transport was also in vogue for much

longer journeys—to Sadras, to Pondicherry, and so on.

1Parry at times spelt it (quite correctly) “palankeen.” But
Madras likes these variations, Moore’s Road in Nungambaukam, which
is less than a quarter of a mile in length, is spelt “Moor Road” at
one end, “Moore Road” at the other, and “Moores Road” and “Moore’s
Gardens” in the middle.
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Thomas Twining writes describing his

impressions on landing at Madras in 1792:—

“Here, too, for the first time, I saw palanquins
of various forms and degrees of elegance moving
about in different direotions, the natives, whom I
was surprised to see carrying them with such
agility, uttering a kind of song, apparently to
give uniformity to their step, and calling out to
the persons before them to make way . ..

The immense chatiahs—large painted umbrellas,
six or eight feet long, carried by servants over the
heads or by the side of the palanquins of their
masters, to keep off the sun,—such were the objects
of this scene, so full of novelty, interest, and
amusement.”

first

Later he gives the following account of approach-

in the morning:—

use then than it is now, was the country craft.

“As we approached a bridge' leading over a
small stream® a short distance from the fort, it
was a pleasing sight to see the number of palan-
quins, FEuropean and native, which converged
across the plain to the same point, each surrounded
by a picturesque group of attendants.”

ing the Island in his palanquin on his way to the Fort

Another form of transport in much more frequent

Parry

1 Now the Willingdon Bridge.
2The River Cooum,
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normally made the journey from the Fort to his
tannery at San Thome by boat, except in the monsoon
when he had to make the long detour inland, down the
Mount Road and through Triplicane.

He also usually travelled in his cutter when he
visited his indigo works in South Arcot.

The inevitable bullock-bandy provided the only
form of goods transport, and the cost, for a journey of
any length, was extraordinarily high.

In 1807, when Parry despatched 100 pairs of
boots from San Thome to Bangalore for the troopers
of HM.s 22nd Dragoons, the invoice shows that
whereas the boots cost Rs. 1,000, the cart hire, for only
two cases, amounted to no less than Rs. 1,800,
though probably this included the wages and provi-

sions for a large armed escort.

Thomas Twining refers to one of the local

carriages in the following terms:—

“In i1s form it seems to be an imitation of an
ancient English chariot, but the pair of slight
long-tailed horses attached to it was quite Indian,
and an Indian in a long white dress which
descended to his feet, and a turban of great
circumference, sat most erect upon the box.

Presently a European got into this vehicle,

when the capering little horses drew it off at a
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quick pace; a second Indian, in a white robe and
turban, standing behind, and two others, similarly
dressed, running by the side of the horses.

There was something singularly theatrical in
the whole character and movement of this Asiatic

equipage.”

The currency in Madras must have been con-

fusing to the newcomer, for in

Currency 1788 there were no less than

fourteen different kinds of rupee

current, viz., those of Masulipatam, Madras, Jaganaik-

puram, Surat, Adoni, Bombay, Arcot, Pondicherry,

Calcutta-Arcot, Bengal Sicca, Raichore, Nagpore,

Aurangabad and Benares; and a Madras Mint list of
March, 1793, quotes the following:—

Hydery Gold Mohurs @ 16 Arcot Rs. each.
Ahumeedee Gold Mohurs @ 4 Mysore Pags. each.
Shiddahee Half Mohurs @ 2 ” ' ’
Hydera Pagodas @ 4% Arcot Rs. each.
Vuroyen Gold Fanams @ 161 per Mysore Pag.
Raja Gopaul Fanams @ 31 » . »
Cotta Gopaul Fanams @ 33 ,, ,, ”
Tellecherry Fanams @ 20 " v "
Sultan Fanams @ 131 ,, » »
Venetians @ 5 rupees each.

Shampoor Rupees @ 365 per 100 S. Pags.
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Pondicherry Rupees @ 38234 per 100 Mysore
Pags.

Maratha Bupees @ 4% per Mysore Pag.

German Crowns @ 2 " "

The rate of exchange between the gold star
pagoda, which was the basis of currency, and the silver
Arcot rupee was constantly fluctuating owing to
arrivals of silver or shortage of gold, and, in an
endeavour to stabilise exchange, Fort St. George issued
the following order on the 1st March, 1791:—

Government, sensible of the inconvenience and
embarrassments that are experienced by the fluctu-
ation in the exchange of Arcot Rupees, and con-
ceiving it an object of general utility to fix the
value of this rupee, and bring it into circulation,
they have taken the opinion of the Principal
Merchants, and Shroffs, and communicated certain
propositions to that effect which have met their
full concurrence, It has been resolved in conse-
quence ——
1stly—That the Arcot Rupee shall be current in
all dealings whatsoever,

2ndly—That the relative value of the Arcot Rupee
to the Star Pagoda shall be as 365 Arcot
Rupees to 100 Star Pagodas.

3rdly—That the relative value of the Arcot Rupee
to the Fanam and Cash shall be as one
Arcot Rupee to twelve Fanams, and

22795
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twenty-five Cash, and that the Rupee shall
be readily exchanged at that rate.

4thly—That the Company shall receive Arcot
Rupees when tendered in Payments of
whatever kind, at their rated value as
above mentioned.

By order of the Governor in Council,
C. N. Wuire,
Sec,

It is difficult for the modern resident in Madras,

accustomed as he is to refrige-

Fashions rators, electric fans, iced drinks,

electric lights, and other modern

conveniences, to appreciate the discomforts with which
Parry and his contemporaries had to contend.

Even the overhead punkas were not in general
use, if indeed they had then been invented, and in
Parry’s day people slept all night either devoured by
mosquitoes or with punkah boys standing each side of
the bed lazily waving a large fan to and fro, and ready
to go to sleep themselves as soon as Master did.

William Hickey describes a very unpleasant night
spent in Madras in the seventeen-seventies. After ex-
plaining how he was disturbed throughout the night

by animals running all over him, he says: “Upon
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taking off a silk net I always wore over my hair when
in bed, I found several holes gnawed by these animals
(bandicoots), attracted by the powder and pomatum,
of which, according to the then fashion, I wore a large
quantity,”

Powdered hair, tail coat, high collar and cravat,
knee breeches, silk stockings and buckled shoes were
the prevailing fashion in Parry’s day, though perukes
were still worn by the clergy and army officers, and by
others on ceremonial occasions. Even as late as 1818
Parry was purchasing “powder, lavender water and
pomatum”, and “silk stockings.”

The daily social round started in Madras at

9 o’clock in the morning, between

Society which hour and 11 o’clock

people visited each other. This

was known as “the lounge hour, during which interval,

the young men go about from house to house, learn

and retail the news, and offer their services to execute

commissions in the City, to which they must repair for

purposes of business.” And so to the Fort by

palanquin.

“When these functionaries are gone, a troop of

idlers appears, and remain until tiffin at two o’clock,
when the real dinner is eaten.”
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Tiffin over, a siesta followed until about 5 o’clock,
“ahout which time the master of the family returns
from the Fort, when an excursion to the Mount Road,
and dinner afterwards, finishes the day, unless pro-
longed by a ball or supper party at night.”

A monthly “assembly” was held, at which all
society was present. It was usually held in The
Pantheon—now the Madras Museum-—and took the
form of a ball and supper.

Other diversions were racing on the Island and
occasional amateur dramatic performances at the new
Play-house on Choultry plain. An advertisement in
the Madras Courier of the 16th February, 1791,
reads:—

“The Subscribers to the Madras Theatre are
respectfully informed that on Thursday, the 24th
instant, will be performed the Tragedy of the
Revenge, with the Farce of the Minor:—The Per-

formance to begin precisely at half past six.”
And, on the 2nd March, 1791 :—

“The little Theatre on the Plain has been very
fertile and given two nights of entertainment since
our last:—-on Thursday The Minor, and The
Virgin Unmasked; and last night The Revenge and
The Minor.”
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The Carnatic in 1788 had barely recovered from

the ravages caused by Haider Ali

The Interior and the Mysore armies in 1784,!

when “the country was stripped

so bare that the most necessary supplies for even a

small army were almost unprocurable.”

The Governor of Madras in 1788 was Major-

General Sir Archibald Campbell,

The Moral Code  and the seitlement at that time

has been described as being

“torn by internal dissensions and saturated with cor-

ruption”. The moral atmosphere of Madras is said

to have been “pestilential” with “corruption revelling
unrestrained.”

This is extravagant language, and it was certainly
not true of Sir Archibald Campbell, or of many of
Parry’s other contemporaries. But, if his subsequent
conduct is to be judged with understanding, it is
necessary to bear in mind that this was the atmosphere
to which Parry was introduced on landing at Madras
as a young man.

Lord Birkenhead in his Famous Trials, referring,

of course, to an earlier period, writes:—*Pepys has

1The second of the four Mysore wars.
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preserved for us the practice and principles of one of
the most upright officials of his time. He would
nowadays be ignominiously dismissed for gross
corruption.”

Precisely the same can be said of many of the
officials and non-officials of Parry’s early days, and
they, and he, must be judged in that light.
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A free merchani—Chase & Parry, 1789-_The 3rd
Mysore War, 1790-_Chase Parry & Co., 1790~ _Parry leaves
Chase—End of 3rd Mysore War, 1792—Parry’s private
account, 1790—1791.
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Such, in very brief outline, was the Madras

to which Parry came in 1788.

A Free Merchant He arrived with an introduction

to ‘a Captain Vigors, with whom

he stayed as a guest in the Fort during his early days.

Other friends were Colonel Patrick Ross, who was still

in service as Chief Engineer, and Thomas Chase,
agent in Madras to Gilbert Ross.

If Parry had ever hoped through the influence
of his friends and connections, either in England or
in Madras, to come out in the East India Company’s
Service, he was disappointed. When, therefore, he
sailed for Madras, he must have done so in the hope
that on landing he would be able to obtain a licence
from the Governor of Fort St. George to trade as a

free merchant,
3
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That he was immediately successful is shown by
the following extract from a Register dated Fort St.
George, 12-2-1789, now in the India Office Library:—

Register of Europeans, etc., who are not in the service of the
Honourable Company residing in the Black Town and its
environs.

Names  Occupation  Country Whence By whose
& When permission

Parry Merchant Wales England Governor's
Thomas 1788 permission

It is sometimes thought that as the East India
Company held a monopoly of the East Indies trade,
any free-lance merchant in India must of necessity have
been an interloper, but a little reflection will show that
this was by no means the case.. It was in the interests
of the East India Company that their trading organ-
isation should be augmented by private enterprise, and
it is not difficult to see the benefit to the Company of
auxiliary means of bringing the produce of the
country to the ports and of distributing imported goods
throughout the interior.

This did not mean that any individual might set
up a business at one of the Company’s settlements in

competition with them; but the Company were quite
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prepared to license certain individuals to trade within
specified limits, though subject to severe restrictions,
and such licensees were the free merchants. The chief
monopoly of the Company was the trade between
Great Britain and India, and vice versa.

As Dunbar says of the free merchants in his
History of India:—‘These merchants were of con-
siderable service to the country, as they financed the
growing number of Indige Planters and were also able
to take off the surplus produce not required by the
Company, and export it to the eastern markets.”

The Company, however, not only licensed certain
non-covenanted Europeans and Indians to trade ot
their settlements, but they also connived at privale
trade on the part of their covenanted servants. These
latter were, until the year 1800, so miserably paid,
that they could not exist without some means of
augmenting their incomes', and the official attitude
towards this state of aflairs is stated in a letter
addressed by the Government of Madras to the
Directors in London, dated the 14th October, 1786:—

“We cannot, in duty to you or in justice to

ourselves or the servants employed under us, omit

observing that few of them on this Coast derive

1 Clive came to India on a salary of £5 per year.
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from your Service sufficient to maintain them in
a decent situation of life, and many are indeed left

without a bare subsistence.

The expenses of living are from various causes
greatly increased, whilst from the decline of Trade
and constant influx of Free Merchants who have
advantages over your Servants by not being con-
fined to any particular Spot, the benefits of
commercial pursuits are to - them considerably

decreased and rendered more precarious.”

Parry, therefore, does not appear to have landed
in Madras at a particularly auspicious time, and it is
well, in view of his subsequent troubles with the
authorities at Fort St. George, to realise that there was
this feeling of official irritation against the free
merchants. As regards the advantage to {ree
merchants of “not being confined to any particular
Spot”, it is of interest to anticipate a few years and to
record here the following correspondence between
Parry and Fort St. George in 1797, showing that free
merchants were not always free to go and come as

they pleased:—

To the Right Hon’ble Lord Hobart,
President etc. in Council,
Fort St. George.
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My Lord,

Being under the necessity of removing from
Madras, for the recovery of Mrs. Parry’s health, as
your Lordship will perceive by the enclosed certi-
ficate, I request your Lordship will be pleased to
grant me leave of absence for six months.

I have the honour to be etc.

THOS. PARRY.
Madras,

27th February, 1797,
Enclosed Certificate.

We do hereby certify that Mrs. Parry has been
for some months past afflicted with a train of
nervous symptoms, which have lately become so
violent and so much weakened her constitution,
that in our opinion a change ¢f air is absolutely
necessary for the re-establishment of her health, we
therefore recommend that she either proceeds to
sea, as soon as possible or to some situation more
favourable for the health than Madras.

Madras, M. TuoMsoN,
26th February, 1797. Surgeon.
G. DUNBAR,

Asst. Surgeon.

To Mr. Thomas Parry.
Sir,

In reply to your letter of the 27th ultimo, I am
directed to inform you that the Right Hon’ble the
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President in Council does not judge it éxpedient to
comply with your request for permission to leave
the Presidency.!

Fort St. George, I am, etc.

8th March, 1797. Josian WEBBE,

Secy. to Government.

Parry spent his first year in Madras endeavouring

to work up a business on his own

Cha d Parry—
se and farry account, but he must have found

1789 . ,
this uphill work, and, as was

usual in those days, he soon had two sirings to his bow.

Accordingly, on the 1st November, 1789, rather
more than a year after his arrival in Madras, he,
whilst continuing to trade in his own name, entered
into partnership with one Thomas Chase under the
name of Chase and Parry.

Thomas Chase was a civil servant of 1782, and
may, therefore, have been six years or more Parry’s
senior, though civil servants sometimes sailed for
India in those days at the age of 15. Chase was then,
and had been for some years, Gilbert Ross’s agent in
Madras, and besides his official duties as “Senior
‘Merchant, Clerk of Justice, Clerk to the Commissioner

1 Leaving the Presidency meant leaving Madras City only.
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of Stores, Coroner and French Translator”, he carried
on a general banking and agency business.

The partnership accounts were closed, after six
months working, as at the 30th April, 1790, and a
profit of 11,882 star pagodas®, or £4,159, was equally
divided between Chase and Parry.

Here indeed was a case of a covenanted servant
augmenting his income by private trade. Thomas
Chase’s monthly salary from Government for the
various posts he held was as follows:—

Senior Merchant a0 ... 6 Pagodas.
Clerk of Justice A ... 50
Clerk to the Commissioner of Stores 41  ,,
Coroner ... e 120,
French Translator ... . 25 "

Total ... 134 Pagodas

or £550 per annum.
Against this he was making over £4,000 per
annum as a merchant. It will be noted that Chase’s
substantive salary as a senior merchant amounted to
only £25 per annum, the remaining £525 coming from

posts presumably created by the local Government.

Chase and Parry’s 1789-1792 ledger is still in

Messrs. Parry & Co.’s possession, and affords some

1The star pagoda, worth about Rs. 3-8 or 7sh., was the basis
of currency in Madras until 1813,
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indication of how this profit was made. Unfortunately
the accounts shown are mainly personal accounts of
Messrs. Chase and Parry’s many banking customers,
and there are few trading accounts.

By far the largest item of profit came from the
iuterest account. Interest was charged on all loans
and debit balancés at the uniform rate of 129 per
annum, and, in a few cases, was allowed at rates vary-
ing between 8% and 10% on credit balances. In
addition commission was charged at 1% on receipts,
and, in special cases, on payments—that is to say on
payments to Bengal, Bombay and so on. Profit on
payments and receipts from and to England was
derived then, as now, from a margin on exchange.

Messrs. Chase and Parry alse charged 14% com-
mission on premiums of  insurance effected through
them, and another source of profit was a charge of
214% on freight booked.

A small charge ranging from 1 to 7 star pagodas
per annum (say from 7sh. to £2-10-0) was also made
to each customer for “postage on letters.”” This was
not exorbitant when the cost of postage at that time
is considered (see page 19).

It may be thought that an interest charge of 12%
was usurious, but it must be remembered that the East
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India Company and the Indian Princes—the latter, of
course, in particular—were borrowers at high rates,
and the security on the money lent by agency houses
such as Messrs. Chase and Parry was often no more
than the good faith of an individual who might suc.
cumb at short notice to the rigours of the Madras
climate, or fall in battle. The charge of 1% on
receipts is less easy to defend, though 4% is quite a
common charge even to-day.

In addition to their banking business, Messrs.
Chase and Parry carried on a general trading and
agency business, and the following advertisements, in-
serted by the firm in the Madras Courier during the
years 1790 to 1792, give some indication of the
general business they carried on:—

MADRAS' COURIER.

Wednesday, the 14th July, 1790.

Fort St. George, 14th July, 1790,

Notice is hereby given that an application was
this day made before the King’s Ordinary in the
Honourable the Mayoir’s Court for Letters of
Administration to the Estate and Effects of Edward
Satter deceased to be granted to Mr. Thomas Parry
as a Mortgage Bond creditor to the said deceased.

J. Hamiiton,
Proctor.
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Wednesday, the 28th July, 1790.
For Sale.

That large and commodious House situated at
the bottom of Court Street, the property of William
Augustus Dobbyn, Esq.

For particulars enquire of Messrs. Chase
Parry & Co.l

Wednesday, the 3rd November, 1790.
For Sale by Messrs. Chasc Parry & Co.
A quantity of Madeira Wine of superior quality

upwards of two years old.

London Particular -o. 120 Pags. per pipe?
London Market oo 1100, 0,0,
Indian Market e 95 2 L) ”

Wednesday, the 1st December, 1790.
Fort St. George, 29th November, 1790.

Letters of Administration having been granted
to Messicurs Chase, Parry and Sewell to the Estate
and Effects of Captain Richard Eastland deceased
all persons indebted to the said Estate are requested
to make payment thereof to them as Administrators

as aforesaid, to whom all those having demands

1The name of the firm had changed—see helow.

2The equivalent in rupees per gallon is:—
London Particular ... Rs. 3-12-0 gal.
London Market ... Rs. 3- 8.0 gal.
Indian Market ... Rs, 3- 0.0 gal.
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upon the =aid Estate are requested to apply, giving
in notice of the amount of their respective claims
in order that the same may be ascertained and
discharged.
Wednesday, the 16th February, 1791.
Bengal Lottery.

Messrs. Porcher Redhead & Co. and Messrs.
Chase Parry & Co. have received from Calcutta
sonie tickets in the Bengal Lottery which they have
lodged for Sale at the Carnatic Bank, for Pagodas
twenty-eight each Ticket.

Wednesday, the 13th July, 1791.
Navy Bills,
At 90 Days Sight to bLe had on favourable
terms by applying to Messrs. Chase Parry & Co.

Wednesday, the 1st June, 1791.

The Danish Ship Minerva, Captain J. Greenway,
will Jeave the Coast for Europe in the beginning
of December next, she is elegantly fitted up and
has the best accommodation for passengers,

Any Person wishing for a Passage will be
pleased to apply to Messrs. Chase Parry & Co.,
Agents for Captain Greenway.

Wednesday, the 30tl. March, 1791,
Bengal Code of Military Standing Negotiations.

43
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Captain Grace has the pleasure to acquaint the
Subscribers of his work in the Carnatic, that their
books are sent round to Madras consigned to the
House of Messrs. Chase Parry & Co. who are
instructed to deliver them when demanded. Captain
Grace requests that the subscriptions may be paid
to Major Edward Montague of the Bengal Artillery,
who will be furnished with the proper receipts, and
will give an order on Messrs, Chase Parry & Co.
for the delivery of the Books.

Thursday, the 20th Qctober, 1791.

Messrs. Porcher Redhead & Co. and Messrs.
Chase Parry & Co. are directed by the Commis-
sioners of the Bengal Lottery to acquaint the
holders of the Tickets sold at Madras, which are
drawn prizes, agreeable to the list at foot, that on
presentation of such Tickets to Messrs. Alexander
Colvin and G. Tyler at Calcutta, the prizes to which
they are entitled will be duly paid, after a deduc-
tion of 10 per 100 according to the scheme.

16th February, 1792,
Advertisement.

The Creditors of Mr. John Mitford who have
signed his deed of trust are requested to call at the
Office of Messrs. Chase Parry & Co. where they will
be paid a dividend on their respective claims.
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A month after Parry had joined Chase, Tippoo
Sultan (29th December, 1789)

The 3rd Mysore
° Y launched an unprovoked attack

War—1790
on the Rajah of Travancore, who

repulsed him against the “lines of Travancore.” The
Governor-General, Lord Cornwallis, at once instructed
the Madras Government to consider this attack against
their ally, the Rajah of Travancore, as a declaration
of war against the Company. But these instructions
were disobeyed in every particular by the then
Governor of Fort St. George, one John Hollond, who
was promptly dismissed. General Medows, who was
appointed both Governor and Commander-in-Chief to
succeed Hollond, led the Madras Army out of Fort
St. George and soon captured Dindigul and other
places, whilst troops from Bombay took possession of
Malabar.

In December, 1790, Lord Cornwallis himself
came south and assumed command. Early in 1791
he captured Bangalore, and had defeated Tippoo’s
forces only nine miles from Seringapatam when supply
and transport difficulties necessitated his falling back
on Bangalore, and the campaign was not prosecuted to

a conclusion until a year later.
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Meantime Thomas Chase had taken his brothes-

in-law, a free merchant named
Chase Parry & Co.

1790 Henry Sewell, into the partner-

ship as from the lst May, 1790.
and the name and style of the firm was altered to
Chase Parry & Co., from that date. Parry’s share of
the profits then dropped from one half to one quarter.
Henry Sewell had previously held the post of “H. M.
Naval Officer” at the port and later became a man of
some account in Madras, and was an Alderman in
1799, and Mayor in 1800, but died during his year of
office.

The profits of this new parinership for the year
ending the 30th April, 1791, amounted to 21,652 star
pagodas, or £7,578, of which Parry’s share was £1,895.
This was less than half the income which had accrued
to him the previous year, but was at least adequate for
a young man of twenty-two, whatever the then cost of
living may have been.

Parry had already started to cut something of a
dash, and there is a debit to his private account in
January, 1791, of 566 pagodas (£198) for a phaeton
and pair purchased from Bengal. A contemporary
account tells us it was the custom for the local young

bloods to gallop down the Mount Road in the after-
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noon in their various conveyances to the great danger
of themselves, but to the delight of the young ladies

of the station.

It must be remembered that all this time Parry

had been working up his own

Parry leaves Chase  private business, and on the 7th

April, 1791, there is a debit to

his private account for “Insurance on the stock and

block of the ship Mary for 8,000 Pagodas (£2,800) at

6% -—400 Pagodas.” This was probably a small vessel

of not more than 200 tons, but it was a beginning, and

by the end of 1791 his own affairs had begun to occupy

all his time, and his partnership with Thomas Chase
was dissolved.

Probably he was influenced in this decision by
the fact that he considered his share of the Chase
Parry & Co. partnership profits was now too small.
No doubt, too, he had the invincible optimism of youth,
and so, on the 1st January, 1792, at the age of 23, he
again launched out entirely on his own.

It was during this year that Lord Cornwallis

forced peace on Tippoo before
End of 3rd Mysore

War—1792 the walls of Seringapatam.

Tippoo agreed to pay 330 lakhs
of rupees indemnity (£3.300,000), to release all
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prisoners, and to surrender two of his sons as hostages.
He further agreed to cede a portion of his dominions,
Thus Malabar and Coorg and the Province of Dindigul
came into possession of the East India Company.
Malabar was, however, at first administered from
Bombay, and did not form part of the Madras Presi-
dency until some years later.

It is intercsting to record that during this cam
paign the needs of Lord Cornwallis’ army of some
40,000 men was administered by a subsidiary army ot
upwards of 400,000 camp followers, comprising grain
carriers, dealers and so on, Business houses in Madras
no doubt supplied some of the provisions required, and
probably made handsome profits, and we may imagine

that Parry shared their good fortune.

The following extracts from Parry’s private ac-

) count during this period are
Parry’s private

wccount, 1790-01 recorded. The accounts were

kept in star pagodas, fanams
and cash, the table being:—
80 cash = 1 fanam
42 fanams = 1 pagoda
1 pagoda = 314 rupees (7sh.)



1790,
Apr.
Dec.

1791,

Feb,

Apr.

1790.
Sept.

Octr.

Octr.

20

16

30

13

31

Novr. 12

Novr.

1791.
Jany.

Jany.

17

Jany. 28

Feby.

1788 — 1791

Credits:

Cr. Balance .

By a dividend for his one half of
3 shares received from New
Madras Insurance Co.

By his 6 mts. draft on Mill,
Ross & Burgie for £2,000

Received from him a Bank Check
Note

By amount of hig share of proﬁta
to this day

Debits:

To paid W. 1. Chater for 37 No.
of Madras Courier

To amount of a Phaeton md
freight of the game from Bengal
Re. 1,533 or Arcot Ra. 1,778-4-6
@ 405

To paid for 3 pieces of Muslm

To paid subseription to Puhllc
Rooms

To paid J. Gill for putting a
Phaeton together and springs p.
bill signed by him

To paid Mr. Durand for a shirt
pin p. bill .

To paid Taylors Bill

To paid for a pair of Horses

To paid for & doz. Hock
1 doz. Fish sauce

To paid for 20 Madras Cauners

To paid Robert Clertk for 12
Desert spoons p. bill

.e

.

Pags. F. C

4328 0

o

150 0 O

5000 0 0

5413 0 0

10 2 0

406 23 28
38 0 0

10 00

2% 00

=3
R E-N-N. -]
oo°ogo

5 L
wowSﬁo
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" Mar,

Mar,

Apr.

Apr.
Apr.
Apr.

Apr.

17

31

12

25

30

1788 — 1791

Credits :

To paid for 1 box of Hyson Tea p.
bill

To paid for 1 tub of sugar candy

To paid for 2 doz. French Claret
for 2 pieces of Long Cloth No.
1 and 2
for 4 doz. knives and forks ...
for 1 doz. of Claret

To preminm of Insurance .on the
Stock and Block of the Ship
Mary for Ps. 8,000 @ 6 pe. ..

To paid J. Gill for Boat Hire, ete.,
to Ship Mary .

To paid Mr. Gill for repairs to a
Phaetonl v

To paid Mr. Gill for repairs to a
Phaetonl

Balance carried forward

Pags. F.
9 23
8 0
3 0
35 0
14 29
70
480 ©
536
739

4 0
5651 ©

"

1 Possibly the result of a crash on the Mount Road.
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Parry continued to develop his shipping business,
which, with peace reigning on
A snug fortune the high seas, he found ex-
iremely profitable. He did well
in 1792, and, by 1793, at the age of only 25, he had
amassed “a snug fortune”’—to use his own expression.
When, in later years, the Madras climate had begun
to tell on his health, he regretted he had not retired
from the East with this fortune; but it is easy to be
wise after the event, and he was not then to know that
war with France was to break out the following year,
and was to continue almost without ceasing for the
next twenty-one years—in fact until the battle of
Waterloo in 1815.
Parry consequently suffered very heavy losses at
gsea from 1794 onwards, and in 1806, he wrote home:
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“I see no encouragement to engage in shipping specu-
lations, and I shall never cease to regret that I had
anything to say to them”; and again: “If I had never
had anything to say to ships I might have gone home
with a snug fortune thirteen years ago,” Parry seems
to have overlooked the fact that if he had never “had
anything to say to ships” he might never have col-
lected his “snug fortune.” His losses were probably
spread over several years, and were no doubt mainly
brought about by French warships and privateers based
on Mauritius—then known as the Isle of France. The
depredations of these privateers continued without
abatement until Mauritius fell to British arms in 1810,

and are said to have cost the East India Company over
£2,000,000.

As soon as news reached Lord (mow Marquis)

Cornwallis, in 1793, that war
Pondicherry

i lared
captured—1793 with France had been declared,

he came down to Madras to
superintend the reduction of the French settlements at
Pondicherry, Karikal and Mahe, but found that the
work had been done before his arrival. Marquis
Cornwallis sailed for Home from Madras in October

of that year, and was succeeded as Governor-General

by Sir John Shore.
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The Governor of Madras at this time was Sir
Charles Oakley.

Meantime, the East India Company’s Charter was

due for renewal in 1793, and
The E.1.Co.s

Charter, 1793 a strong agitation had been

worked up by merchants and
manufacturers in favour of the opening of the trade.
Marquis Cornwallis, however, had been strongly
opposed to any substantial change, “and saw dreadful
visions of India filled by desperate speculators” if the
Company’s monopoly ceased. The Company again
won the day, and in the end their Charter was renewed
for a further period of twenty years without material
modification. It is true that 3,000 tons of cargo space
annually between England and India was thrown open
to private traders, but the conditions under which this
was made available were so onerous that it proved in
practice to be no concession at all.

Pérry was a staunch Whig, and a great admirer
of Charles James Fox. He never forgave William Pitt
for the terms of renewal of this Charter, and when in
1806 Fox at last became Foreign Secretary Parry

wrote:—
“In regard to the change at home, you will con-
clude that I most heartily rejoice and thank God
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the people of Great Britain have at last opened
their eyes and confided the direction of our affairs:
to the wisest and best of men. If anybody can
retrieve us from the ruinous situation in which
we bave been plunged by a set of miscreants,
Charles Fox will do it. How I venerate his
character. During the last thirteen years! I have
been telling the weak and foolish people of this
place that nothing but destruction would ensue

till we were under his guidance.”

And:—
“Read the speeches of Mr. Byng and Mr. Fox

at the re-election of the lasi at Westminster. This:

is the triumph of down right sterling constitutional
merit, over the system of corruption. A great
man, Mr. Fox! always keep your eye upon him

and thank God for baving at last placed us under

his care and direction!”

Parry’s shipping losses, which followed the

) declaration of war with France,
Parry marries—

1704 did not immediately reduce his

fortune materially. The process
was slow, and so in 1794 he was still comfortably off,
and during that year, at the age of 26, he married a
Mrs. Mary Pearce, widow of one Thomas Pearce and
daughter of a civil servant named James West. Thomas

1;e., since 1793.
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Pearce was a free merchant, and had been Sheriff of
Madras in 1791.

By this marriage Parry had a son, John, and a
daughter Betsy, or Eliza, but the climate of Madras
was too much for Mrs, Parry and her children, and
Parry had the mortification of shipping them all home
in a serious state of health, John in 1805 and Mrs. Parry
and Eliza in 1808, and both the children predeceased
him. However, Parry in 1794, had some years of
domestic happiness before him, though Mrs. Parry was
never strong, and was, before the end of 1797, in the
doctor’s hands “afflicted with a train of nervous
symptoms.”

The entry of Parry’s marriage in the register of
St. Mary’s Church, Fort St. George, reads as follows:—

“Thomas Parry Esqr. and Mrs. Mary Pearce,

Widow, were married in St. Mary’s Church, Fort
St. George, on the 28th day of April, 1794.”

Parry was ever on the look out for new enterprises,

and in 1794 he, with four others,

Journalism petitioned Government for per-
mission to start a newspaper.

Madras had been served since 1785 by the Madras
Courier, the weekly already referred to, and of which

the following account has been given:—
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“The first two pages were generally devoted to
extracts from English papers, the third to letters
to the Editor and Indian news, and the fourth to
poetry and advertisements. Military intelligence
naturally bulked largely, but items of general

Madras news were only sparingly inserted.”

It was no doubt to fill the latter deficiency, and
to provide a weekly of rather more local interest, that
Parry’s application was made. Perhaps the idea of a
periodical uninspired by Government and edited by
free merchants was too much for Fort St. George. At
any rate it was not considered to be in the public

interest, and the request was refused.

In the following year, 1795, Parry traded for the
first time under the name
of Thomas Parry & Co., and

he must therefore have taken

Thomas Parry & Co.
—1795

in a junior partner; though there is no record of his
name, unless it was one George Garrow, who certainly
was a pariner in 1797, when the firm was called Parry
Garrow & Co.

Some slight easing of the shipping situation was
caused this year by the capture of the Cape of Good
Hope from the Dutch.
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In 1796 Parry was appointed Secretary to the

) Carnatic Insurance Co., a
The Carnatic Insur-

ance Co., 1796 salaried post which did not seem

to interfere in any way with the
working of his own private business. The first Insur-
ance Company had been established in Madras in 1688,
but it is not known how long it lasted, nor when the
Carnatic Insurance Co. was founded. The latter
Company managed to survive the difficult years of the
French Wars from 1793 to 1810, when, as we have
seen, French privateers based on Mauritius played
such havoc with the Eastern frade, and it was still

going strong in 1820,

During this same year, Parry was also appointed
Examiner to the Mayor’s Court,
and he referred to this and the
Secretaryship of the Carnatic

The Mayor’s Court,
1796

Insurance Company as “situations of respectability
and emolument”, which he had to resign later when he
joined the service of the Nawab of the Carnatic.

The Mayor’s Court sat once a week in the Town
Hall, or Court House, in Choultry Gate Street, Fort St,
George, and tried all civil cases other than petty cases
of below 5 pagodas in value. The Governor and
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Council, as Justices of the Peace, formed the Court of
Appeal from their decisions.

The Mayor’s Court was presided over by judges
who “pretended to no legal skill”, and, if Examiner
means attorney, the same may be said of some at least
of the advocates.

The Court was merged in the Recorder’s Court in
1798, and was abolished altogether on the formation
of the Supreme Couri of Judicature in 1802,

One way and another, Parry was managing to keep
his head above water, and, in
Parry’s Castle, 1796  spite of the disappointing
Charter, and his severe shipping
losses, he was sufficiently well off in 1796 to purchase
for himself a “garden house.” This property, known
then, and until 1837, as Parry’s Castle, and now as
Leith Castle, was built on the site of one of the old
redoubts of San Thome Fort then in ruins. In an 1822
map the house appears as a circular fort, but later i
became pentagonal, and probably no part of the
original building now remains.
The land was acquired by Parry from a Col
Brathwaite, Commander-in-Chief of the forces in Fort
St. George, to whom it had been granted by the Comy
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pany two years earlier, The Colonel’s application to
Fort St. George for the grant of this land read as
follows:—

“In the course of a ride 1 lately saw the remains
of a ruined redoubt at the entrance of St. Thome
river on the Madras side. It occurred to me that
it was at present a useless and neglected spot, and
that it was a pleasant and cool situation whereon
to build a bungalow; and to that end, I had
thoughts of applying to your honour in Council
for a grant of the ruined redoubt and a portion
of the ground, or rather sand, all around it, to
prevent low people who might become trcublesome
neighbours from erecting their huts there. Previous,
however, to taking this step, 1 addressed a letter to
the Chief Engineer that T might not improperly
give you trouble.

1 have now the honour to lay before you his
answer and he states that the ground is the property
of the Hon’ble Company, and that he sees no
public inconvenience that can arise from my having
a grant of it, I solicit of your honour in Council
a grant of the redoubt, with so much circumjacent
ground on all sides as it shall appear proper to
you to include in the grant. John Brathwaite.”
An area of 141% acres was accordingly granted

to Col. Brathwaite, and subsequently sold to Parry in
1796.
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In the map dated 1822, this property was still
marked “Mr. T. Parry’s Castle”, though he had ceased

to live there some time before that date.

The Dutch had occupied the ports of Ceylon for

the past 138 years; but, un-
Capture of Ceylon,

1796 fortunately for them, they were

forced into an unwilling alliance

with France in 1795, and when news of this reached
India the following year, expeditions were at once sent
to reduce Colombo and the other ports. Trincomalee
had already been taken by the British in an earlier
war, and now all the other ports, including Colombo,
were taken. The small Dutch possession at Cochin
was also attacked and captured after slight resistance.
The ports of Ceylon remained under the authority

of the Madras Government until 1798, when the Island

became a Crown Colony.

Parry, a few years later, opened up trading rela-
tions with Colombo and Trincomalee, and eventually
had a branch business at the latter place.

Cochin, also, became later of great importance to
Parry, for it was here that he developed his shipbuild-
ing business, and, by 1820, was building “King’s
Ships” there for the Royal Navy.
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On the 23rd November, 1796, Parry resigned his

appointments as Examiner to the

The Nawab’s Service Mayor’s Court and Secretary to

the Carnatic Insurance Company,

in order to enter the service of the Nawab of the

Carnatic as Captain, on a salary of 250 pagodas per

month, equivalent to about £1,050 per annum. He

worked in the Treasury and was in charge of collect-
ing the kists.

The Nawab Omdat-ul-Omrah had succeeded his
father, the notorious Nawab Wallajah, the previous
year, and his financial affairs were in an extremely
parlous state, with revenue uncollected and heavy
debts due to the Fast India Company and to private
individuals. This state of affairs was not only extremely
embarrassing to the new Nawab, but was also, as we
shall see later, the cause of much unpleasantness
between Parry and the authorities at Fort St. George
in the years to come,.

The “Carnatic” was a dominion which extended
over the districts now known as Nellore, North and
South Arcot, Trichinopoly and Tinnevelly, the town of
Arcot being the capital. Aurangzeb, the Moghul
Emperor at Delhi, had, in the seventeenth century, put
Hyderabad under a Nizam and the Carnatic under a
Nawab subordinate to the latter; but when the Moghul
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Empire began to decay, the Nizam assumed independ-
ence, with the Nawab of the Carnatic as his vassal.

Later still, in Clive’s time, the Nawab, with
British support, had declared his own independence,
and now reigned as an independent prince. But he had
no army worthy of the name, and could not necessarily
count on British help in the defence of his capital at
Arcot; and with Haider Ali becoming more formidable,
he sought and obtained permission to build a palace
under the walls of Fort St. George. This building, the
present Chepauk Palace, was accordingly erected in
about 1771, and it was here that Parry worked when
he joined the Nawab’s service a quarter of a century
later.

Omdat-ul-Omrah, like his father before him, had
a large number of Europeans on his staff at Chepauk,
and these included several physicians, four coachmen,
eight bandsmen, a hair-dresser, and so on.

A contemporary of Parry’s in the Nawab’s service
was another free merchant, John Binny, founder of

the present firm of Binny & Co. (Madras), Ltd.

Parry still continued his private business, which,
f 1797 to 1800
Parry Garrow & Co. rom o 1800, was styled
1797 Parry Garrow & Co. His partner,
George Garrow, was a young
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civil servant of 1794, who later became a Secretary
to the Board of Revenue and subsequently Collector of
South Arcot, known then as “The Southern Districts of
the Arcot Province,” Later still, Garrow was Account-
ant-General, Madras, and on taking up this latter
appointment in 1809, he purchased Pycroft’s Gardens,

Nungambaukam,

For the time being Parry seems to have been in

Government’s good graces and,
The Court of Requests,

1708 in December, 1798, he was

elected a Commissioner of the
Court of Requests, This Court had been established
in 1753 and normally sat once a week in Fort St
George.

It was junior to the Mayor’s Court, and was “for
the determination of Matters of property (that is of
Debts, duties, or matters which shall not exceed the
value of five Pagodas).” The Court, nevertheless, had
power to imprison up to forty days.

Parry seems to have been most casual about
taking up this appointment, and the following corres-

pondence ensued:—
5
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To Josiah Webbe, Esqr.,

Secretary to Government.
Sir,

I am directed by the Commissioners of the
Court of Requests, to represent to you, that Mr.
Thomas Parry, who was elected a Commissioner
of the Court, in December last, and whose appoint-
ment met the approbalion of Government, has
refused to attend, when summoned, to take the Oath
of qualification. They request, that his conduct
be laid before Government, and desired that I
would enclose to you extract of the General Letter
from the Hon’ble Court of Directors which relates
to the subject,

I have the honour to be, &ca.,
Court of Request, Gro. CoOLEMAN,
21st March, 1799. Clerk.

On receipt of this letter the Secretary to Govern-

ment addressed the following letter to Parry:—

To Thomas Parry.
Sir,

The Governor-General in Council has been sur-
prised to understand, that you have refused to
attend at the Court of Requests, to take the Qath
of qualification of a Commissioner, though you
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had been summoned to do so, in consequence of
a resolution of Government.

I am therefore directed peremptorily to desire,
that you attend to the summons of the Court of
Requests, on every occasion, it may be communi-
cated to you, and that you forthwith report to me
your readiness to do sw, for the information of
Government.

I am, &eca.,
Fort St. George, J. WEBBE,
23rd March, 1799, Secy. to Government.

To which Parry replied:—

To Josiah Webbe, Fasq.,

Secretary to Government,

Fort St. George.
Sir,

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt
of your letter of the 23rd instant.

I beg you will do me the favour to inform the
Right Hon’ble the Governor-General in Council,
that I shall attend at the Ofhce of the Commission-
ers of the Court of Requests to take the Qath of
Qualification as a Commissioner, on the next
Court Day. The summons of the clerk requiring

my attendance on a former occasion was presented

67
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by Peon, who met me by accident! in the Fort,
where I have not any office, and entirely escaped
my recollection: had it heen left at my house you
should not have had the trouble of addressing me

on this subject.
I have the honour to be, &ca.,

Madras, Thos. Parry.
24th March, 1799.

The Secretary to Government then addressed the

Court of Requests:—

To George Coleman,

Clerk to the Court of Requests.
Sir,

I am directed by the Right Hon’ble the
Governor-General in Council to acquaint you for
the information of the Commissioners of the Court
of Requests that your future meetings are to be
held at the house allotied to His Majesty’s Justices
of the Peace ou such days as may not interfere
with the sittings of the Justices.

In reply to your letter of the 21st instant, I am
further directed to inform you that Mr. Thomas
Parry has promised to be punctual in future to the
duties of his Office as a Commissioner of the Court

of Requests.

I am, &ca.,
Fort St. George, J. WeBsE,
30th March, 1799. Secy. to Government.

1 An irritating habit, not entirely unknown even to-day.
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It is not clear why the references throughout are
to the Governor-General, but possibly the Commission-
ers were appointed by him and not by the local
Government,

In 1799, Parry’s salary was doubled by the
Nawab and he drew 500 pagodas per month, or about
£2,100 per annum; and so, with a handsome basic
salary added to the profits of his own business, he was
once again on the crest of the wave, and was, by the
same token, an object of envy to the less fortunate
covenanted servants. For though some of these latter
may have had equal opportunities with Parry for
private gain, their salaries, even in the higher appoint-
ments, were miserable pittances compared with his.

In May, 1798, Lord Mornington, better known by
his later title of Marquis
Wellesley, elder brother of the
more famous Arthur Wellesley,

Duke of Wellington, had assumed charge of the office
of Governor-General.

The last Mysore War,
1799

There had been a period of six years’ peace in
India as a result of the East India Company’s policy
of “non-intervention”, but the political situation was

far from good. Napoleon had led an expedition into
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Egypt and openly declared his intention of conquering
India. Nelson’s great naval victory at the Battle of the
Nile had successfully upset Bonaparte’s immediate
plans, but Tippoo, the Nizam and the Marathas were
all still angling for French support against the British,
and against each other.

Tippoo, in particular, seems to have given trouble
in this respect, and, in February, 1799, war was
declared on him. The second Lord Clive was then
Governor of Madras, and the Marquis Wellesley took
this action against his advice.

However, the Madras Army of 37,000 men, under
command of GCeneral George Harris, later Lord
Harris, great-grandfather of the famous -ecricketer,
crossed the frontier of Mysore on March 5th, and
stormed Seringapatam on May 4th. The whole cam-
paign was over in two months. Tippoo was killed and
his sons captured and interned at Vellore,

This war resulted in a further considerable
accession of territory to the East India Company, and
in October, 1799, the small Maratha principality of
Tanjore was annexed as a result of a disputed suc-

cession.
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This brings us to the close of the 18th and the

opening of the 19th centuries, a

Changing Times  period which was accompanied

by many far-reaching changes so

far as Madras was concerned——changes which served

to increase rather than to lessen the official irritation
against the free merchants.

Firstly, the fourth and last Mysore war had, as
we have seen, resulted in large tracts of territory being
brought under British rule or control.

Secondly, the Nawab of the Camatic, Omdat-ul-
Omrah, died in 1801, and the whole of the Carnatic
was annexed.

Thirdly, Lord Cornwallis’s reforms had been ex-
tended to Madras, including the separation of the
functions of the Distriet Collector and Judge, and the
organisation of “writers and merchants” into an ad-
ministrative Civil Service.

The 1773 and 1793 Regulating Acts had both
prohibited private trading on the part of the East India
Company’s servants, but the relevant sections of these
Acts had not yet been enforced at the Madras
Presidency, and only quite recently in Bengal and
Bombay.

All private trading on the part of the East India
Company’s servants at Madras was now strictly prohi-
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bited, and their official salaries were considerably
increased. Government servants were allowed 15 days
in which to make up their minds, and four months in
which to close their private trading transactions if they
decided to remain in the service-—a ruling which gave
rise to considerable resentment.

James Brodie, builder of the beautiful Brodie
Castle on the Adyar River, then garrison storekeeper
at Madras, and senior parimer in one of the largest
merchant houses in the city, wrote of this order on the
6th June, 1800, to one William Scott of Calcutta:—

“The Bara Saib has played the devil with me
and others lately by making us give up either our
appointments in the Service or our concern in
business, for we have been many years connected
in that way with the perfect concurrence of former
Governments. It, of course, involves us in res-
ponsibility which certainly requires a liberal period
to get rid of—4 months is allowed. Had it been
four years it would not have been too much for
some, At all events it seems to me that we should
have had sufficient time allowed us to consult with
our constituents and friends at home on a matter
of so much importance. As orders now stand we
all mean to abide by the service excepting Mr.

Cachrane who would, by following our example,
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lose his agency for sunplying the Navy, which is
a more lucrative situation than any the Service on
this Coast can hold out.”

Another important result of these reforms was
that the Sea Customs, which had for years been situ-
ated just inside the Sea Gate of Fort St. George, was
moved to a site in First Line Beach, and all buildings
in the Fort were acquired by Government for use by
their civil and military servants. Free merchants, who

owned considerable property inside the Fort, were,
much to their disgust, told to fend for themselves out-
side the walls, and thus began the migration of the
business centre of Madras to George Town.
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Parry must have entered the nineteenth century

with high h . F hant
Parry is banished: 1 figh hopes ree merchants

1800 were, he may well have thought,

to- have things more their own
way; the Company’s servanis were no longer to com-
pete with them; the new fterritories now under the
control of the Company would flourish, and trade
would prosper.

He himself, with a salarv of £2,100 per year from
the Nawab added to the profits of his private business,
was once again doing well,. He was still only 32, and
surely another year or two in Madras would see him
home to England with an adequate fortune,

But three unexpected things happened, and it was
not long before Parry’s hopes of an early return to
England were for a second time dashed to the ground.
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Firstly, when the Nawab Omdat-ul-Omrah died
and the Carnatic was annexed by the East India Com-
pany, Parry’s post at Chepauk Palace came to an end.
Not only that, but he had received no salary for three
years, and with the Nawab’s estate hopelessly involved
it appeared long odds against his ever making any
recovery of his dues. Actually, he did eventually
recover the whole of his salary, but not until thirteen
years later, and then only with simple interest at 6%.
Why Parry, who worked in the Nawab’s Treasury,
failed to draw his salary for so long a period it is
difficult to understand, except that the Treasury was,
more often than not, empty.

Secondly, Parry’s partner, George Garrow, elected,
when the time came, to remain in the covenanted
service, and so his parinership with Parry had to be
dissolved.

Thirdly—and this was for Parry the last straw—
on the 20th May, 1800, he received the following

communication from Fort St. George:—

To Mr, Thomas Parry.
Sir,

The nature of your engagements with His High-
ness the Nawab having been stated by the Right
Hon’ble the Governor in Council to the Hon’ble
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Court of Directors, the Hon’ble Court have judged
it expedient to withdraw from you the protection
of the Company, and further to direct that you
shall repair to Great Britain by one of the ships
of the ensuing season: you are therefore hereby
directed to proceed to Great Britain accordingly.
By Order,
Sd. G.,
Sub-Secretary.

Fort St. George,
Dated the 20th May, 1800.

Parry was obviously expected to know what part
of his engagements with His Highness the Nawab had
given offence at Fort St. George, and perhaps he did;
but it was clearly indefensible that such serious action
should have been taken aguinst an individual without
giving him an opportunity of meeting any charge which
might be made against him.

Parry, of course, thought so too, and two days
after receipt of the letter from Fort St. George he
addressed the following, rather verbose, but, on the
face of it, not unreasonable letter to the Governor of
Madras, then the second Lord Clive. The rather

breathless punctuation of this letter is worth noting.
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The Right Hon’ble Lord Clive,

Governor in Council,
Fort St. George.
My Lord,

By a letter from your Secretary, under date the
20th instant, I have received the unpleasant in-
formation, that the Hon’ble the Court of Directors
had been pleased to withdraw their protection
from me, and had directed that I should proceed
to Great Britain by the ships of the ensuing season,
and that they have been induced to adopt so
decisive a measure on the foundation of a state-
ment previously submitted to them from this
Country, under the 'autliority of the Hon’ble the
Governor in Council suzgesting some intelligence
of my having entered into engagements with His
Highness the Nawab, incompatible with my
residence in India for Commercial purposes.

I not only entertain a proper sense of the
candour which your Lordship has thus mani-
fested, in fairly and liberally apprizing me of the
substance of the Offence, which is declared, as the
ostensible canse of my intended removal from
India, but, I have the fismest confidence, from this
dignified conduct, that your Lordship will direct,
on this, my earnest application, that I be furnished
as soon as convenient, with the particulars of such

information or proof, as gave rise to the statement
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which has been transmitted by Government to the
Hon’ble the Court of Directors.

Satisfied of the integrity of your Lordship’s
character, I need not set forth any other claim to
the documents, which 1 request, than by adding,
that I am an entire and utter stranger to all that
has hitherto passed between the Government of
Fort St. George and the Hon’ble Court of Direc-
tors, on a subject in which my present interests,
and future views, are so deeply implicated and
involved, and that I have neither been questioned
nor heard, where my fortune, character, and pros-
pects are all at stake,

I shall take the liberty to observe, merely, that
a body of men, even the most honourable, may, by
interested details of malicious reports, be inclined
to credit at the instant, what on fuller information,
and cooler enquiry they may ultimately disown,
and condemn. The nobleness of your Lordship’s
nature will not, I am sure, permit you to think
because T have chanced to be accused, that I can
have no possible means of asserting my innocence,
when I repeat, my Lord, that I know not why I
have been accused, nor by whom, nor to what
extent; and that I have had no opportunity to
meet, or repel the charge exhibited against me.

1 have the fullest reliance on your Lordship’s
justice and honour to supply me with the parti-

culars which I have solicited; in order that I may
6
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remove not only those impressions which have
been made to my prejudice and danger here, but
which have in another quarter created an opinion
equally terrible and alarming.

Furnished with the Papers to which I have
alluded, I shall have no doubt but that I can
clearly and satisfactorily show that there exist
no possible grounds for the accusation which has
been made against me, and, if I am able to make
known to your Lordship that the information
which has been received, and. adopted, to my dis-
advantage is fallacious and unfounded, I may look
with a well grounded hope that your Lordship, in
the discretion with which you are so wisely and
prudently invested, will be pleased to forward
such explanations which I may be able to adduce
to the Hon’ble the Court of Directors, and to
suspend the execution of the orders received from
England, until your Lordship be further advised
on the subject.

If, on the explanation which I may offer to
your Lordship, you should not, unfortunately, feel
yourself authorised to interfere so decidedly as my
wishes have anticipated, I have no doubt but that
adverting to the hardship of my case, that I have
been called from a country in which I have had
large and extensive mercantile concerns, for a
number of years, with important subsisting engage-
ments with the Commissioners on the Malabar
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Coast, of which your Lordship is fully informed,
which bave induced numerous multifarious
accounts, and that I have been accused, judged and
condemned without a show of hearing, or the
semblance of a defence, I cannot doubt, My Lord,

in such a case and under such circumstances, that

your Lordship will afford me ample and sufficiemt

time for the adjustment of my affairs, though it

should exceed the strict conditions of the Covenant

which 1 have entered into with the Hon’ble

Company.

Whatever eventually may be your Lordship’s
determination, I am not insensible of the situation

in which I am placed, and shall submit to it with

deference and respect.

I have the honour to be, etc.
Madras, Thomas Parry.

22nd May, 1800.

But Parry was not to be allowed a